Gidi thiéu Sach Pan Tinh Anh

Séch Dan Tinh Anh cia tac gia Tiéu Puong Pong Qua thude thé loai truyén tiéu thuyét hién dai, quan ngd, trong sinh, thién chi kiéu tir, tinh hiru doc
chung,cuong cuong, 1vs1, HE. Truyén n6i vé Vincent 1a mot k¥ thudt binh ctia don vi pha bom Baghdad, hy sinh vi nhiém vu trong mot 1an di gd bom...

Kl}i héin m& mit mot An nita, truede mit khépg phai thién dudng, ma 1a cude dm ctia Sean. D4 tim lai chinh minh, Sean quay tro lai don vi pha bom, c6
dieu moi thir ciing khong con nhur cii— khi han ggp mdt ké bang lanh, cuong thé, tu cho minh Ia trung tam, Hopkins.

Vi thé, tinh cam nhr bomnd chidm gjita nam nhan & don vi pha bom ctr nhu vy bing nd !
Ban dang doc truyén Sdch Pan Tinh Anh dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full.Net.

Chuong 1

Baghdad diing giita trnra, quan My tri dong tai ddy cd ging so tan dam dong dan ban dia viy xem hién truong, dudi ho ly khai.
Mot ba me mang theo dtra con nhé chay trdn, chiéc 6 t6 bi virt lai & ven dudng nhoang 1én mdt c4i da chay xa khoi noi hon loan.
Binh linh chifa sting nhéim vao méy ngudi dan van ngoan ¢b dimg lai vy xem thi thAm ban tn, ¥ bao bon ho lp tirc roi di.

Mot chiéc Hummer nguge dong ngudi di vao khu vire cach ly, khi dimg xe, ba linh My quan phuc sim méau mang theo mii gidp nhay xubng xe. Nguoi
dau tién ban ngdi xom trén mat dat tinh t& quan sat dong nguoi cung hoan canh bon phia, nguoi thir hai cliing ngurodi thir ba ghim sting di theo sau, hinh
thanh hinh tam gidc phong thi.

Nuoi di & phia trude B "Str ndi pho" (4m gan ctia “sniper*”) 1 mdt linh tinh nguyén dén tir CIA, nhigm vu ctia anh ta | quan sat d4m dong, bang moi
céach timra phan ttr phén loan con & trong ddm nguoi ndy va ké che giau phan tir phan loan. (* tay stng ban tia)

Vincent Mann mang theo thiét bi lién lac di theo phia sau anh ta. Vincent nim nay 28 tudi, dwoc phai dén tir mdt cin cir khong quan, ngudi ndy da c6 hai
bang thac s, anh i k§ thudt binh duy nhét tai tiéu t nay, néu khong phai duroc tuyén dung dén Iraq, c6 18 anh dang & trrdng Pai hoc Yale mi chién diu

hang hai trong phong thi nghiém cho hoc vi Tién si ctia minh. Puong nhién, Iraq so v6i Dai hoc Yale la mbt chién trrong hoan toan bt dong, bét ludn noi
ndo ciing déu Bm cho nguoi ta than kinh khan trurong cao do. Anh ghim sting, cling that cén than quan sat bdn phia. Khi phat hién tam thoi khong ¢ kha
nghi, doi truréng cua tiéu td ciing Om stng tién dén.

Doi trudng cta bon ho trén mit ¢6 mdt vét seo rat dai, nghe n6i a khi chép hanh nhigm vu & Phi Chau bi ménh bom ct tring, trd thanh huy churong anh
dung. Han cuoi rong miéng, vo vo ba vai Vincent ndi, "Céu bé, ding khan truong, ching ta con chura tién vao 25 thude tir vong*, ke dién ndy khong an
bom nhanh nhur véy." (* pham vi sat thirong khi bom no)

Vincent bach lidu tha nhét nhin*, di sao ngudi di phé bom ciing khong phai anh. (* luom, liéc coi thrdng)

Db xét vi tri cua bgm phat hiéq khong thé ding robot mini dé kip nd, doi trudng quyét dinh ty minh ra tran. Méc vao trang phuc phong h nang trich,
hén cham i ri di vé phia ddm dat da c6 chon bom

Vira di, hin vira ndi chuyén phiém véi hai dong doi.

"Chuc mirng t6i di, nguoi anh em, day 1a qua bom thir 99 t6i gip dugc 6 Iraq."

"Chic mimg " Vincent than nhién ndi mot cau, doi truong can ndi gi d6 dé giam bt tam trang khin trrong, ma Vincent lai can tap trung tinh than quan
sat thai d§ cung ctr dong cua mbi mot ngudi dan dimg vay xem Nhing ngudi dan dimg trén ban cong xem ndo nhiét, nhimg nguoi ban hang rong dimg

canh giit sap ctia minh... mdi | nguoi trong so ho thoat nhin déu thyre binh thurdng, nhung mbdi ngudi trong sb ho dit i i dAu hodc nAng tay déu khién
Vincent cing Sniper cang thing than kinh.

"Céc anh em, ¢6 bao gidr cac cau nghi t6i néu minh con song rdi khoi chién truong, chuyén thir nhit muon lam 1 gi khong?" P trrdng ho hdp trm
trong, cting khong hin vi bén trong trang phuc phong h thire ndng bire, cang nhiéu hon 1 sur so héi t6i gin tir vong,

"N6i di cac dong doi, cho di tong thdng tir minh viét cho cac céu bao nhiéu la thu, cac cau ciing nhét quyét khong ddng y ra chién trurong." Giong noi
ctia Sniper mang theo y curdi, nhung Vincent biét anh ta chi mudn pha loaing bu khong khi khin trrong ndy, béi I& tim trang ciing thing ctia Sniper ciing
khong thua gi doi trudng dang di pha bom

Stng ctia Vincent chi vao mot nguoi dan ba khoac khan choang den, ¢6 ta cti dau, rat c6 thé i dang doc tin nhén trén dién thoai, nhung rat nhanh sau
d6 co ta da bé dira tré chay vao phong, Ho hip nghen ¢ trong c6 Vincent rdt cude dugce nha ra.
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"Con ciu thi sao ha Vincent bé bong?"

Vincent so véi cac dong ddi cta minh ¢6 vé thanh manh hon mot chit, tuy ring mbi tudn anh ¢6 mit tai phong tip ‘thé thao it nhét hai l~én, trén ngudi cling
cd nhfmg duong cong co bap hét strc goi cam, nhung néu so‘vé'i linh lyc quén, linh d4c ching hodc cac ddi vién tien tramkl)éc, anh van rat “nho xinh”.
Mdi dau, 6 doi vién 6 EOD (Co quan xir Iy chét nd) ¢6 y do “dong chan tay” voi anh, ma anh qua thét cling khong phai doi thii cua bon ho, lic anh bi
danh the tham nam trén mit dat, doi truong cta anh di t6i, chi khoanh tay néi mt cau: "Néu i ta, ta s& khong au da voi chien hitu cua minh. Phai bict
rang trén chien trudng, k¥ thuat binh 1a ngudi canh gac sau lung clia ching ta."

Khong biét 2 vi nhitng 1oi ny hay I vi anh | tay gid doi 6 EOD, hoac a dao Iy nay thét sur thuyét phyc méy anh chang 16 méing kia, sau lin d6 khong ¢6
ai damdong dén Vincent. Sau do, vao nhirng lic khong c6 nhiém vy, doi truong ciing s& chi gido Vincent mot chit, ngau nhién cting s€ dem anh “huan
luyén” dén thir the tham. Swr that Ja thn hinh xinh dep ctia Vincent cling nho on d6i truong ma cuong trang 1én khong it, ngll quan cling ngy cang tro
nén ran roi.

"Téi sao, khi tré vé diéu dﬁq tién t6i mubn Bm ki phai cing Emily lam tinh thye cudng nhiét." Vincent nheo mét ngim qua kinh toa d6 nham vao mot thiéu
nién muroi bay, murdi tam tudi. Ve miit ctia cu bé nay khong giong véi nhiing nguoi khac, khong c6 to mo, khong xemnao nhiét, cing khong lo ling, ma
binh tinh twa hd da bict sap stra phat sinh chuyén gi.

"Baby, tin toi di, cho cu trd lai nude My dang yéu, trong mit cau s& khong chi ¢6 Emily méi 1 dan ba!"

Emily 14 vi hon thé ciia Vincent, hai nguoi da yéu nhau tir dai hoc ndm nhét dén nay. Sau khi t5t nghiép, Vincent gia nhap mot vién nghién ciru khong
quén, thoi gian hai ngudi gip nhau cang ngay cang it, sau do khi Vincent lai nhin thay Emily, ¢6 da mang thai , dira bé chéc chin khong phai la cta anh,
chia tay tr& thanh chuyén tat nhién. Nhung Vincent that sur thire dau long, anh say ruou, vii minh & trong phong khong tham gia thire nghiém, cudi clng vi
gido su kia, ciing la mdt quan nhén ¢6 hoc vi, ndm Ay ¢ 4o anh ma n6i, "Ta tha nhin thiy c4u gidng nhur nhimg k¥ thudt binh khac, chét & trén chién
trudng, ciing khéng mudn nhin thiy cau say ngi trong ky tic x4."

Sau d6 Vincent lién Bm mot céi bao céo, tiép nhan ba thang hudn luyén, bi dura toi EOD ¢ Baghdad.

"Hic, cac baby, dudng nhur ta d tién vao 25 thude tir vong." Ho hip ciia doi trrong cang thém trdm trong,

"T6inay & A c6 tiéc bia hen ho, doi ching ta nhit dinh phai di." Sniper noi.

Hong sting ctia Vincent tiép tuc nhiim vao thiéu nién kia, tay cu ta dat trong ti quan méu vang sam, Vincent can thin phan biét, ciu ta Ay ra mot cai
dién thoai di dong,

"Budng dién thoai xudng!" Vincent vot dén, ho 16n, "Sniper, trén tay thing bé kia c6 di dong!"
"Bén!" Sniper dép lai, & goc d6 ctia anh ta khong thé bén tring thiéu nién.

Nhirng nguoi dimg quanh thiéu nién nhin thiyy ¢6 linh M§ néng sing budc lai ddy, déu tan ra, chi ¢ thiéu nién kia van chiim chi lia ngon tay trén ban
phim, tura hd nhdp vao may thir gi.

Vincent khong chit do du bop ¢d, phanh ——mdt tiéng, chiée di dong kia bi ban va.

Pdng thoi, bén tai Vincent ciing B mdt trin tiéng vang, ¢ thir gi d6 xuyén qua bén ¢b anh, chit Iong sén sét chay xudng,

Anh ngi vé phia sau, bau troi quay tron trude mét.

Sniper ban lién tuc bén, nam phat vé phia mbt 6 cura s0, sau d6 chay t6i bén canh anh.

Vincent biét minh tring dian r6i, ngay khi anh ban tring chiéc di dong trén tay cau thiéu nién, anh ciing bi ké tap kich danh tring,

Vé mit ctia Sniper thure im cho ngui ta so hii, anh ta tira hd dang la Ién cau gi, coi bo il gidp clia Vincent, ban tay dé iy mach trén ¢d anh.
Vincent nudt mdt chit nrde miéng, ho hip cang ngay cang kho khin.

Nhim mét lai, khuon mét ctia Sniper, doi trrdng, con c6 Emily... nhét nhit hién én trong dc anh, va rdi hét thay bao phu & trong bong tdi.

Tuy ring anh ting vo sb 1n 40 trdng gios khéic ndy, nhung trong 1ong anh gity day van trin ngp so hai.

Anh chura timg khat vong dudng khi tran vao khoang phoi minh nhur thé bao gio, anh ¢6 ging mo to mét mudn théy 10 rang thé giéi iy, nhur thé néu im
vy anh ¢6 thé ru lai.

skksk
Khi Vincent tinh lai an thr hai, thy trdn nha c6 4anh sang chéi loi, bén tai | tiéng vang tic tic c6 quy luét.

Tam ¥t tan r3 dan dan Ky lai tiéu cyr, ddy la mbt cén phong trong bénh vién, Vincent manh m hit mot hoi, cam giac khoang phdi cang ddy, sau do y
thirc duoc anh con chua chét!




Anh dua tay sd ¢b, xoa bop nira ngay lai phat gidc noi do khong c6 bang gac ciing khong c6 miéng vét thuong, day I chuyén gi? Chang I& noi anh bi
bén tring khong phéi ¢6? Anh s nhitng noi khéc trén than thé, tham chi giat gidt ciing khong thiy c6 chd ndo dau don, trir bo. . . . . . Pau.

Rét cuc, anh da tim duoc noi quéan day bang gac. Nhung néu du bi bin tring, sao anh con ¢6 thé tinh lai? Cho dit khong chét ciing phai bién thanh
ngudi séng doi sbng thire vat hodc 1 than kinh ¢6 vén dé hin s& hop Iy hon?

Anh gidy dua ¢ ging ngdi day, ic nay mot hd simo cira phong, chay nhanh t6i d& ly anh, "Trung sit Anh khong thé dtmg lén!"
Vincent chi cam thiy chén dong, dau choang vang, vi thé ndm tré vé& girdng bénh.

Rét nlnnh, mdt bac st dén, Ammdt it kiém tra, sau d6 that vui vé ma ndi, "Trung si Elvis, t6i nghi anh da qua con nguy hiém, mdt 14t nita anh s& chyp X
ndo dé xac nhan mot chut."

Vincent ngin ngudi, voi va tim Ay mot goc 4o ong ta, "Trung si Elvis?"
Quan ham ctia anh qua that I3 trung si, nhung ho ctia anh 1a "Mann" .
Béc sinhin nhin ban ghi chép, "Ping vy, trung si Sean Elvis."

Nhin theo bong béc si rdi khoi phong bénh, Vincent chi théy ky quéi, anh bj thwong khong phéi ¢ c6 ma ki dau, anh bi nguoi ta goi | Sean Elvis ma
khong phai Vincent Mann? Li€u c6 phai a bac si nhin lam ban ghi chép hay khong?

Liic ndy, mdt ngudi méic ché phuc luc quan di dén, thiy Vincent lién kich dong 6m ly.

"Sean, cau qué thire khong sao! Cau da ngi hon 48 tiéng, néu khong tinh lai t6i s& 4y nay chét mét!"
Sean? Nguoi nay ciing goi anh 1a Sean?

"Anh 4 ai?"

"Toi | ai?" Ngwoi 6m Ay anh ) vé kinh ngac, "Ching ta chién hiru trong ciing mot tiéu doi! Jack Alvin! Hai ngay trurée ching ta tip huéin leo cao, t0i
ngd xuong dudi, cdu vi don lay t6i ma chan thuong ndo."

"Anh ciing A EOD?"
"Cai gi EOD? Toi la ET!"

"Y t6i mubn hoi. . . . . . Ching ta thude don vi 302" Sao lai thé ndy? Newdi niy khong phai EOD?
"Cau nghe cho k¥, ching ta 1a luc quén dac chung hau bi."

"Khong phai co quan xir 1y chét nd ciing khong phai can ctr khong quan T25?" Vincent cam thdy minh dang ném mo, hoac 1 hinh anh bi bén tring tai
Baghdad mdi 1a mdt giac mong?

"Sean, rot cudc cau kim sao vay? Toi nghi toi nén goi bac s dén xem!"
"Khong can!" Vincent gitt chit Iy anh ta, "Toi mudn di WC, di ngay bay gio!"
"Ok! Ok! Cau ding kich dong, t6i dua cau di!"

Vincent di vao toilet, khong di tiéu mi I dimg & trude gwong, anh ngdy dai. Nudi trong grrong can ban khong phai 1 “Vincent Mann” trong tri nhé ciia
anh!

Ban dang doc truyén Scch Dan Tinh Anh duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 2

Nguoi dan 6ng ¢ trong gwong thoat nhin thyc anh tudn, duong nét goc canh khudn mit 16 rang nhung ciing khong qué kho cimg, d6i mit miu xanh
nuée bien khién cho khuon mit thém vai phan 6n nhu.

Jack dimg phia sau vd Iy vai anh, "T6t Eim! Trong sb ching ta, cAu la g3 d& nhin nhét! Geogre Clooney ciing khong mé ngudi bing cau!"
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" Geogre Clooney ki ai?" B ndo Vincent van dong tim kiém nguoi co cai tén ndy, va anh phat hién ra trong s6 céc chién hiru anh quen khong ai ¢6 céi
tén nay ca.

Jack vubt vubt méi toc minh, ra vé mubn phét tic nhung lai khong thé nhim vao dau doc: "Ngudi anh em, hodc i ciu dang gia ngu dé tra thi toi, hoac
12 cdunén di chup lai ndo mdt lan nita! Geogre Clooney 1 minh tinh dién anh ma ban gai cii ctia cdu mé nhét, nghe n6i hién tai ¢6 ta lai mé Johnny
Depp.ll

Vincent khong hé nghe hét 1o Jack noi. Ngudi trong grong khong phai 1 anh! Anh thén tho' md cira ra, ngdi trén ndp bon cau, Vincent khé nudt nurde
miéng. Tat ca nhitng chuyén ny 1 nhu thé nao? Chéing 18 nhitng g tri qua ¢ Baghdad hon bén thang qua ciing chi i mdt b phim?

Mot hinh xamnho 10 ra tr@n canh tay anh, Vincent s0 s0, trong tri nhd' ctia minh, anh chura tirng xam bét ctr thir gién co thé, va con chiéu cao... Vincent
chi cao 1m78, ma than thé nay it nhat cling cao 1m82.

Rét cude anh 1 Vincent Mann hay 13 Sean Elvis?

Anh di ra khoi toilet, Jack van dang dimg doi, "Cudi ciing thi cau ciing di ra!"

"Jack, anh n6i t6i vi bao vé anh moi bj chén thirong & dau?"

"Anh c6 thé gitip toi mot viec?"

"N6i di, chi can khong phai cudp ngan hang hodc 1 dem ban gai tang cho cau."

"T6i mubn nhd anh didu tra gitip t6i mdt ngudi, Vincent Mann, Quén ham trung si, timg 14 linh ctia can ¢t khong quan T25, bén thang trude duoc diéu
dénbo \phin EOD ¢ Baghdad. Néu diéu tra dugc hiy cho toi biét hién tai anh ta nhu thé ndo." Vincent ndm tré lai girdng bénh, nhin vé phia Jack lic d6
dang ddy vé kinh ngac, anh b sung, "Mt khéc. . . . . . T6i n6i 6 rat nhiéu chuyén t6i khong nhé 13, 1 ndi that."

Miéng ciia Jack md to dén mirc ¢6 thé nhét vao mot cai bong dén.

Bubi chidu, béc sTdén im kiém tra cho anh, két qua a anh da hoan toan binh thudng. Ngay sau d6 B mot loat trac nghiém, két qua cho théy 1Q cing
phuong thire tu duy ctia anh déu khong cé gi bat thudng,

Vaingay sau, Vincent vé 61 bd doi dic chung hau bi.
Trong mot dam chién hiru di t6i bay t6 sy quan tdm véi anh, anh lai khong nhan biét dir chi mdt nguoi

Doi trudng goi anh vao van phong, hoi tham mdt chut tinh hinh stre khoe cta anh. Mot chuyén gia dénh gid cia riéng quan doi hoi anh rat nhiéu van dé,
hon nira con yéu cau anh dién mdt phan cau hoi ngay tai chd.

Chuyen gia danh gid la Sean Elvis thye sur da quén tAt ca moi chuyén vé cong tac clia minh trude d6, nhung van c6 tri nhé vé ky uat quan doi cling céc
thao tac xir ly thuong ngay, do do & nghi Sean tlep tuc 6 lai tro gifp doi truong. Ba thang sau chuyén gia s€ lai dén danh gia mot 1an nita, néu tinh hudng
khong c¢6 chuyén bién tot dep hodc anh khong thé thich tmg bo doi diic ching, ong ta s& gitip anh xin xuat ngii.

Trd lai ky tic xa, ngay ca cach bai tri phong ciing khong phai 1a s& thich ctia anh. Vincent ngl Ién giuong, thoang nhin thong tin ca nhan cta “minh”,
khong khdi cuoi nhao mdt tieng. Sean Elvis cting Vincent Mann lai c6 cing mdt ngay sinh nht.

sksksk

Vincent, khong, . . . . . Phai n6i | Sean, hom nay khong can tham gia uyén tap. Lic chiéu ti, Jack dén thim anh.

"Hi, Sean. Ngudi ma Ian trude ciu nhic dén... t6i da hoi thim duoc.”

"Thé nao?" Sean p tirc ngdi day.

"Hai tuan trudc, khi chap hanh nhiém vu pha bom ¢ Baghdad, nguoi ndy bi quan phan loan ban tring dong mach ¢, chonén. .. ... Quang vinh*!" Jack

thure tur nhién ma ngdi lén giwong Sean, "Hinh nhu hdm nay 1a tang 18 ctia anh ta, ¢6 vé nhur ¢6 ca dién thu quic ca, dura tang quc ky linh tinh gi do. . . . .
M (* chét vitd qudc)

Qua nhién 13 da chét? Nhung vi sao anh lai trd thanh Sean?

"Anh ta chét cling ngaty v6i ngay cdu bi chan thuong " Jack bd sung.

Bai vi bon ho ¢6 cling nggty sinh, lai cling ngay mdt ngudi hi sinh mot ngudi chén thuong dau, cho nén linh hon Vincent nhap vao than thé ctia Sean. . . . .



. Hay 1 Sean c6 duoc tri nhé ciia Vincent? Khong, néu ki nhur thé thi vi sao anh khong hé ¢ iy dii chi d mdt chit tri nhd ctia Sean?

Anh lai tho dai.

Jack v0 vb vai anh, "Héc, ngrdianhem . . . . . Cho du Vincent ¢4 quan h¢ gi voi cau hay la hén doat ban gai clia cau ciing dugc, bay gidr hin da chét.
Piéu do ciing c6 nghiia 1 anh ta da khong con ton tai trén doi nay, vi thé 61 hi vong cau c6 thé vui vé thamgia tap luyén. . . . .. Khong chimg ngay nao
d6 ching ta chép hanh nhiém vy, t6i khong mong cau ciing gidng nhur anh ching Vincent kia dwoc dién thu qubc ca dura ting qudc ky linh tinh. . . . . . "

Sean hoi simg sot, ding Vy. . . . . . Vincent da chét, day la chuyén thién chén van xac. Cho dtanh c6 rmén tré thanh Vincent Mann dén may di ching
nita, nhung hién tai anh d3 khdng ¢6 Iya chon. Co co hdi dugc song thém mdt lan nita 1a dang quy dén thé nao!

Ba ngay sau, Sean bét dAu nhan huén luyén ctia bd doi déc ching,

Ngay déu tién cling moi ngudi tham gia chay duong dai, Sean nghi minh can ban khong chiu ndi, nhung anh lai d4 quén, thin thé nay khong phai i ctia
Vincent, mi thudc vé mdt bo doi diic ching da trai qua vai ndm huin luyén.

Thao do sing ong cting lp rap khién anh dau dAu, boi khong duoc ding mét nhin, hét thay déu chi c6 thé thuc hién bing cam giac. Ngay ca ban anh
ciing khong thé ban thue chuin xac, cé tiéu doi thuong xuyén vi anh ma bi phat, lai phai chay dudng dai.

Anh rit 4y ndy, nhung khong hé c6 mdt chién hiru ndo to ra oan gidn, ho chindi hi vong anh c6 thé sém thich tmg,

Trén duodng chay dai, mot lién doi chay sat qua bén ho. Sean cam thiy durge mdt anh mt chidm chi nhin vao anh khong thoi, nhung khi anh nghiéng dau
di tim lai khong thu hoach dugce gi.

Chay phat xong, Sean th hon hén nhin céc chién hﬁ'u trong doi. LAn dAu tién anh cam nhan duoc thin thé’ nay t‘huc sy bét déng v6i than thé trude kia
cua anh. Néu I trudc kia, cho du khong chay dai dén nhu vy anh cling da 6i ra, ma khong phai chi la chong dau goi ma tho.

"Hic," Jack lai gin vO vai anh, "Budi chiéu ching ta phéi luyén tap can chién cting Lién d6i C, cau danh dwoc khong?"
Cén chién? Duong nhién 1 khong duoc! LAy néng lwe hién tai chéing phai chi can anh di 1én ciing da bi giét troi?
Sean ding ném tay dam nhe vao nguc Jack, "Nh6 13 vac toi trds vé."

Sean qua that bj danh thirc tham. D6i thi ctia anh 1 Andrew Fisher ciia Lién C, dong tac ctia hin nhanh chong, tan nhin, ngay ca thdy anh ciing thiy
khong r0.

Khi dn com chiéu, mi¢ng ctia Sean co ho khong ha ra dugc.

Andrew di t&i, "Nghe ni cau khong nhé & bét ctr chuyén gi?"

"Phéi, khong nhé 13 ." Sean nhin hén mbt ﬂcéi' Dién mao cua éndrew clng Vincent lic trudc thl_Ig giéng nlpu, anh tuAn ma nho nhd, chi c6 trong chép
it khi ai d6 tr¢ thanh d6i thi ctia han, dé han phai bé gay c6 cia ngudi do, nguoi d6 madi co theé nhin thay sat khi toa ra tir han.

Andrew huyt mt tiéng sao mdi that vang, "Cau phai biét réng trude ddy & Lién doi C, tham chi ngay ca Lién doi D, chi c6 hai ching ta c6 thé coi i ddi
tl,ll’lll

"Thét ngai, t6i bi chn thurong & dAu. Néu chan thurong tay hay chan i d6, n6i khéng chimg lién truc tiép xuit ngil.
anh muon tiép tuc doc dai hoc, du sao trong dau anh c6 tri tué ciia Vincent.

Sean thé dai, néu that su xuét ngil,
"Néu cau xuit ngfl, toi dy s& thire ¢ don." Andrew liéc nhin Sean, bén trong c6 rat nhiéu tinh cam phic tap khién Sean khong biét phan tmg nhur thé
nao cho diing,

"Ngay bay gitr anh ciing da thuc c6 don, vi toi da khong thé lam dbi thi ctia anh durgc nira roi."

Pén mdi mot 1n tap luyén can chién, Andrew s& kéo Hy tay Sean, bt dau dién thuyét, vi du phai ra quyén nhu thé ndo, danh vao vi tri ndo, goc do ra
sao s€ cd hi¢u qua ra sao...

M6i dau Sean nghil minh chi can tiép chuyén héin trong chbc lat, nhung rdi cang nghe cang himg thi. Hai nguoi con rat hao himg ma dién luyén.
Pong tac clia Andrew khdng manh bao nhu khi huén luyén, di chuyén cling rat chAm, muc dich cta hin 1a dé cho Sean hiéu duoc céc dong tac.
"Cir nhur vy ma bé xubng, ké dich da bi cau de trén mit dat."

Canh tay an Sean b1 Andrew d¢ & phia sau mot cach thudn thuc, anh nghi Andrew s& durng tay, nhung khong ngd hén tht sy d¢ anh lai trén mit dAt,
dung dau goi ghim lay hrng anh.



Cam Sean dp Ién mit dat phat dau, "Hey! Ngudi anh em, budng toi ra!"

Andrew lai cuoi khe mot tiéng, tiéng curoi khan khan giéng nhu gin & bén tai Sean. Ban tay con lai ctia hin vudt ve doc theo bén suwdn anh xudng phia
dudi, xoa nan Ién gd mdng anh, "Cau nhin thua 61 s& dé cau ding lén!"

Trong quan d6i thuong xuyén c6 nhiing trd dua trén than thé nhur vay, tham chi con thure sur “dong chan tay”. Khi Sean con 1 Vincent ciing timg ctng
chién hitu “choi sting bang tay”, nhung anh khong thich bi nguwdi khac dé xubng dudi im ra miy dong tac kiéu nhur thé nay.

"Andrew! D& t6i dimg lén!" Anh quat.

"Honey, céu con chira nhén thua!" Ban tay Andrew cang ngay cang damdéng, méy chién hiru niic quan phuc di qua bén canh ho, tura hd nhin nhitng trd
diia gion nhur vy da thanh théi quen, chi nhic 1én ngdn gitta 1di cudi di qua.

Nhung Sean da do bimng tir ¢6 dén tai.

Khong biét strc hrc tir dau toi, Sean manh mé It ngudi mdt cai, viron tay tim iy dau vai Andrew, dau gbi thic manh Ién, hang loat dong tac hru loat ma
nhanh chong, Khi Sean phuc hdi lai tinh than, Andrew dang bi anh d¢ trén san, trén miéng mang theo mot nu cudi nghién ngAm

"Sean, t6i thiy thurc ra cdu van con nhd phai lam nhur thé ndo dé danh théng duoc t6i."
"Xin 161." Sean dimg 1én, nhin Andrew nhanh nhen dimg day, "Hi vong tir nay vé sau anh s& khong dia gion kiéu ndy nira."

Andrew lai curdi cudi, dudng cong trén khoe mdi ciing nép nhéin nhé trén khoe miét khi cudi khién cho hén thanh thuc mé tran day mi hre, ngon tay hin
xet qua cam Sean, bi Sean né tranh , "Lan sau khi cau danh thang t6i, 61 s€ khong dua gion loai nay voi cau."

Sean vira mubn n6i gi, Andrew lai udn udn thét lung, roi khoi.
Co thé hin vuron thanh mot hinh cung duyén déng, gidng nhu mdt con hic bao van strc chd phat dong,
Sean tho dai, vé ky tic x4.

Trud lic tit dén, Jack tim dén anh, ddy  vigc mbi t6i truée khi di ngd anh ta déu im dé xéc nhéin xem ngwoi anh em than thiét ctia minh hom nay tim
tinh nhur the nao, cd thich hop dé tro gifip doi trudng hay khong,

"Andrew Fisher 1 loai ngudi nao?"
Ban dang doc truyén Sach Dan Tinh Anh dugce tai mién phi tai WWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuwong 3

"Hom. . . ... Anh ta I tinh anh trong quan cl‘n"mg hau bi. Danh can chién, bin, én m'lp, da ngoai sinh ton... anh ta co hd lghéng 6 diém yéu Khi cdu méi
toi, anh ta 1a doi truong cua cau. Ching toi dég rat héup mo, anh ta da day cdu rat nhicu thir. Sau d6 cau lai duoc diéu dén dudi tay doi truong hién nay
ctia chiing ta, tir 46 moi 1an luyén tap, anh ta lién chi dau tap voi mdt minh cau."

"T6i d4 ting thing anh ta ln ndo chua?"

"Cau, ha ha... c6 thing, nhung thua muoi An may ra théing dugc mdt an, ma dén lan sau cau luén bi “dap” cho thé tham hon." Jack ngoac miéng curdi.
N6i nhur véy minh ciiing khong phai 1 mot tay rit loi hai, vi sao Andrew lai néi néu minh xuét ngii héin s& rit c6 don?

MOt tudn sau, Sean nghénh d6n dot huén luyén da ngoai sinh ton. Mdy bay quén dung dira bon ho dén mdt khu rimg nhiét d6i. Lién D ciia Sean ¢6
nhiém vu 1a nggmbén Lién A, bao dam cho Lién C nhanh chong roi khoi khu g,

Sean cling Jack bi diéu t6i cing mbt cir diém, bon ho phai 4n niip tai noi ndy, mot khi co nguoi ciia Lién A di qua, ho can ngim bén bach phat bach
tring
Nhiém vu nay rét don gian, chi B mai phyc rdi bin ma thdi, can ban khong khoa trurong gidng nhur trong phim Hollywood.

Nhung nhi¢m vu ndy ciing s& khong don gidn, néu bét dau tir ngay dAu tién cia ky huén luyén dén ngity cudi cling, Lién A khong hé di qua day, nhu vay
Jack cting Sean phai khong nhiic nhich khir thii & noi nay dén khi cude huan luyén cham dirt.

Jack diip mdt ddng dat trén mit d4t phi kin 14 rung, By co dai phii & trén nguoi.
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Stng ciing da duoc che giu t6t, trir khi co ngwdi dén thit gan, néu khong s& khong thé phat gidc ra hong sing. Sean 4n thin & trong mdt goc khust.
"T6i cam thdy c6 con kién chui vao trong quan." Jack nhé giong ndi vao thiét bi lién lac.

"Chéng phai t6i da sém nhéc cau phai budc chit thit hing va dng quin hay sao?" Sean van nhin chédm chim vao kinh ngim

"Khong xong. . . . . . Dudng nhu chimg nd bo 1én “hon hon” ctia toi. . . . . . " Thanh 4m ctia Jack nghe nhur dang nhin nai rt kho chiu.

"Vay thi cdu phun thudc sat tring cho “hon hon” ciia cau." Sean van duy tri tuw thé, mdt manh 14 rung cham ri roi xuéng, dung & trén chdp miii anh, anh
nhe nhang thoi, 14 cay roi lén mat dat.

Jack cin moi, "T6i c6 cam gidc duong nhu khong phaikién. . . . . . C6 thé I cai gi nhén doc hay khong?"
"T6i chi biét thir d6 tuyét ddi s& khong phéi 1 ban tay 61" Mit Sean bat dau moi, "Tack, d6i nguoi."

Jack ngim phia trude, Sean gbi 1én mu ban tay nghi ngoi.

Hai ngudi thay phién nghi ngoi, 16t cuc kién tri chiu dyng toi chiéu ngay thir ba.

Sean nang tay nhin dong hd, cudc hudn luyén da chédm dut, bon ho khdng hé thiy nguoi ctia Lién A.

Jack chui ra tir sau d6ng dt, viée dau tién chinh 13 c6i quan ra xem “tiéu huynh d¢”.

Sean th dai, "Trdr vé di bénh x4 di."

Khi tap hop chd Ién phi co, Sean nhin thdy Andrew. Hain ta nhin anh, cudi, sau d6 ciing xép hang 1én phi co.
"Lién C c¢6 hoan thanh nhiém vy khong?" Sean dya vao Jack, nhd giong hoi.

"Hoan thanh, so vdi thoi gian du dinh con sém 7 phitt." Jack biu moi, "Nhung ndy Sean, ciu cling that 4 ¢6 kién nhan, co thé ngéi tai chd khong nhic
nhich."

"T6i khong kién nhén bang cau, “hon hon” bj kién can con ¢6 the nhin dugc ba ngay." Sean cling cuoi khé mdt tiéng, chr doi 1 t0 chat can ¢6 clia mdi
mot b ddi déc ching hiu bi, cho du 1a chd doi murdi ngay, bon ho cling phai kién tri tai cho.

"Y 0 ]é.,ChO du khong c6 ai cung cau lam nhiém vy, cau Vﬁq 6 thé mdt minh mai phuc tai vi tri, im ]z}mg hudng thy suvtrém mic." Jack huych vai Sean,
tring it nhin, "Nhan tién n6i mdt cau, cho do cua t61 da két vay, qua vai ngy nita s€ khoe nhu gau, chiing ta ¢6 thé ctng nhau xem video."

Sean khong khoi bat cuoi, anh ciing khong hy vong nhin thiy Jack ngdi trén giwrdng anh vira xem phim cip 3 vira “tur choi sting”.

Trd lai cn ot Jai | hun luyén lién tiép. Sean van khong ngimg céam nhén duge ¢6 anh mit chéim chi ddi theo minh, nhung bay gio, anh da tim dugc chit
nhan ctia 4nh mt.

Cudi cling Sean ciing d dat tw cach & mdn Fp rép sing dng, doi ctia anh r6t cuc khong can “nhd on”” anh ma bi phat chay dudng trurong,

Xuyén qua cac doi hitu vay quanh, anh nhin thdy Lién C tién vao. Bon ho sdp xép doi ngfl, dimg ¢ sau Lién D, hai tay giao ndm diit sau lung, udn nguc
dmg ngay ngin.

Andrew dimg & chéch phia sau lung Sean, khong can quay dAu lai, Sean ciing biét tén kia dang nhin minh.

TAm miit cia hin miéu ta nira bén khudn mit cta Sean, doc theo ¢6 truot dén lung, dén hong, dén c@p chan thon dai hiru lyrc bi déng phuc sim miu
bao boc ly.

Tam niit ciia Andrew chit chira tinh 4p bach, diéu nay lim cho Sean thiy cang thing, dé quén di cam gidc cang thing ndy, anh danh phai hét strc cham
chii vao sting éng, toe do Fip rép tré nén nhanh chéng thuin thyc, dudng nhur dn khép theo mot thir tiét tu ndo d6 trong Ing ngue, anh nAng stng, bin.

Nhip tim d4p ngoai ¥ mudn phdi hop an y véi tde dd bop cd, méiy phat bén ra, két qua 6t dén ndi im cho nguoi khéc kinh ngac.

Khong ¢ thoi gian vui suéng, Sean nhanh chong thao sting, xoay ngudi vé don vi. Ngay tai mdt phit Ay, anh cham phai tam mit ctia Andrew.
Trong lic huén luyén, tt c4 moi ngudi déu khong c6 biéu tinh dur thira, Sean lai trong thdy 6 trong sur lanh king ctia Andrew xen ln syr tan thuong,
Gibng nhur tim lai duge cam himg dd mat, thanh tich Bip rép stng dng cling bén sting cia Sean nhoang 1én mot c4i d 1én dén vitri s6 1 cta Lién D.
Nhirng Kic nhan ha, Andrew ciing toi tim Sean, hai nguoi lai dién luyén cén chién, tuy rﬁng phﬁn 16n déu chim dirt v6i su tham bai ctia Sean, nhung

Andrew tura ho rét tinh té va tn luc dé Sean it bi thuong, Phéi biét réing bd doi dic ching dénh can chién déu k tri mang, mdi mdt don xuét ra khong
phai chi vi danh bai d6i phurong ma 1a nham khién d6i phurong mét han nang e chién dau. O thé cong nhu vy, Andrew con ¢6 thé khong ché lyc dao



va chiéu thirc, thu phong tu nhién, Sean chi con biét kham phuc.
Lai la mot 1an dién tap, tAt ca binh linh ctia Lién D phai leo 1én mot toa nha hinh thép trong vong hai muroi gidy.

Sean lam duoc, nhung cho doi anh ¢ trén cao la Andrew. Péu anh tring mot quyen, thiéu chit nira roi xubng. Sean nim chit ddy thimg, xoay ngudi
muon nhdy Ién, Andrew bam chat lay that ung anh, khuyu tay nén xudng,

Trong ch6p mit, Sean 6 4o gi4c sap mat mang, khong biét  do tuyén yén b kich thich hay vi dai néio van hru lgi t€ bao vén dong ctia “Sean”, anh bt
ngo don duoc khuyu tay cua Andrew, nghiéng nguot ap dao han 1én myit dat. Hai nguot quyén cude kich liét, trong dau Sean khong ngimg hién lén
nhitng trén dién luyén cia minh cting Andrew trude do, dai ndo cua anh thiét ké mot phuong 4n don do va phan cong hoan i, va than thé anh nhur bi
tryre tiép cudng ché theo phac do trong ndo, sau khi anh tung cude da ving Andrew, Sean chay vé phia dich, so voi quy anh da cham 15 giy, két qua
lai 14 phat chay duong dai, khac mot diéu Ia e nay ca lién doi ctng chay véi anh.

Lién doi khong ai trach cir anh, thdm chi con co ngudi ndi, "Sean, im khong ti! Gip Andrew chi dén mudn 15 gidy, day 1 tin ky luc!"

Sean ngo ngac.

Jack giai thich, "Trudc kia nhimg nguoi gip phai Andrew it nhét ciing bi mudn hon 20 gidy, tham mdt chit thi dién tap xong rdi con khong dung day
duoc!"

"Tht sao. . . . .. " Sean curdi cuol

Trd lai trong phong, Sean ngira du nhin trén nha.

Anh biét minh da thanh cng chuyén bién tir “Vincent” thanh “Sean”, thich tmg v6i co thé trai qua hudn huyén ctia bo doi dic ching,

Nhung anh vin ¢6 cam gidc minh thiéu céi g d6, v0 Juan anh c6 tr¢r thanh mot bo doi dic ching vi dai xut séc ¢& ndo, c6 mdt thir vin dé néing trong
t4m hon anh khong thé bi tiéu tan. D6 1 hinh anh anh deo thiét bi lién lac ghim siing di & giita ngd tur dwong tai Baghdad, phia tru6e chinh I cac chién
hitu dem sinh ménh ctia minh giao cho anh.

Thén thé anh 14 Sean Elvis, nhung tim trf ctia anh vinh vién thude vé Vincent Mann.

Tua nhu ngdy d6 khi tham gia huén luyén da ngoai, thiét bj lién lac xéy ra vén dé, Sean theo ban niing tiép nhén no, sira chita n6 dé dong doi bt dau tiép
dugc song dién truyén dén.

M6t tuin sau d6, chuyén gia danh gia ctia quan doi lai da dén.
Jack tua hd biét Sean cang tlﬁng, v0 vai anh, noi, "Nguoi anh em, cau da tré' nén rat loi hai! Khoéng c¢6 loai danh gia nao cdu khong qua duoc!"
Sean chi cudi cudi, diéu anh dang suy nghi khong phai 1 1am thé nao dé thong qua sat hach.

Trude e sat hach khoang mdt tiéng Vd(x)ng hd, Sean ngdi & cira ky tiic xa, trén san thé duc, cic dong doi clia anh dang danh bong rd, bén ngoai san mot
vai chién hitu khac dang ng6i it thuodce, quan phuc khodc trén vai, trd chuyén lai thinh thodng ho hét 1én may cau vong vao san.

C6 ngudi ngdi xudng bén canh Sean, khong can quay dau lai, Sean ciing biét |x Andrew.

"Suy nghi cai gi? Trude day cau ki mot tay choi bong rd rit cir, sao khong ra thir xem?" Giong ndi clia Andrew thuc 6n hoa, 6 chit am cho nguoi ta
khong thé twdng duoc khi thé ctia han khi don dich thii vao chd chét.

"Boi vi t6i khong phéi Sean Elvis, cho nén t6i khong am hiéu danh bong r6."

"Vay céu a ai?"" Andrew cuoi cuoi, dua mit diéu thude 61 trude mit Sean.

"T6i ciing khong biét. . . . . . Toiliai .. ... " Sean nd mu cudi, ¢6 vé bt dic di

Andrew théy anh khong c6 ¥ dinh nhén ly diéu thudc, vi thé rut tay vé, tur minh d6t mot diéu. Hén hit thube tur thdi c6 chit hwong vi tang thwong, con
it khé hip nhin tan thuoc, "Hac, Sean. Toi nghi ¢6 nhi€u i mau chot cua van d¢ khong phai chingta laai.. . . ... Ma Ia chung ta muon lam gi. N6i
cach khac, hién gio cau ¢ bo doi dac chimg hau bi khong cd nghia 14 trong lai cau s& van ¢ lai noi day."

Sean nhin vé phia hén, "Liéu d4 ¢6 ai n6i khi nhin khudn niit anh & goc 45° anh rat giong George Clooney?"

"Co." Ngbn tay ctia Andrew dap dép trén than diéu thude, "Ban gai cii ctia cau trurde khi da cau da ndi voi toi cau do."

i vio vin phong Doi trrdng, tim tinh von céng thing ctia Sean dan binh phuc trd lai.



Chuyén gia dénh gid ctia quan doi nhin thanh tich cta Sean trong ba thing huén luyén, sau do n6i, "Trung sTElvs, t6i camthdy anh s& nhanh chong khoi
phuc duoc phong d§ tac chicn trude dy. Tat nhién, quan ddi cling I noi ¢4 tinh nhin dao, néu anh muon c6 mot khoang thoi gian nghi ngoi dé tw dicu
chinh ban than, t6i nghi cap trén cling s&€ phé chuan.”

"B4o cdo cAp trén, " Sean hanh 18, "T6i mubn xin duoc didu dén bo phan EOD ctia Baghdad - Iraq!"

"EOD? Bo phén xit Iy chét n6?" Chuyén gia danh gia ngin ngo, doi truong clia Sean ciing biéu hién nhur thé dai ndio bi gii bom va qua bom d6 vira méi
phat nd!
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Chuwong 4

"Pay 14 don xin dwoc diéu chuyén cia toi, toi biét noi d6 dang md binh."

"Anh la mt nguoi linh ddc ching, chi du b diéu dén Baghdad ciing 14 di theo Lién ddi cia minh ma dén!" Do trudng uat gian, boi dudng duoc mdt diic
chiing quan binh can hao phi nhiéu nhn Iuc vét hre so voi quan binh binh thudng gip bao nhiéu lin! Hudng hd ba thing qua, biéu hién ctia Sean khién
d6i trurdng cam thiy rat my mén.

"]’EOD‘qué that thiéu nhén thu, thurong vong ctia bon ho 13 22,3%, tham chi day van con la con s chura chinh xéc. Nhung trong EOD déu Ia tinh anh, c6
rat nhi€u linh tinh nguyén CIA, hodc 1a cac k¥ thuat binh vi dai."

""T6i c6 tur tin minh s€ thong qua dugc tt ca cac cudc khao hach ctia EOD!"

"Anh dang dem ban finh mi chiing 61 day cho anh di chiu chét!" o trudng nhao ngudi vé phia trude, Sean ¢6 thé tuong turong anh miit cia ong ta lic
ndy c6 thé dot thing hai c4i 16 trén ngwdi minh.

"Sir! Toi can di Baghdad dé tim lai chinh minh." Sean biét 14 anh néi i khong ai co thé hiéu n01, ngay chinh anh ciing khong hiéu vi sao minh phai tr6 lai
EOD. O d6 c6 biét bao nhiéu ngudi hy vong thoi gian luin phién som chim diit dé con séng vé dén nha.

"T6i cam thiy anh nén di bénh vién dé tim vé chinh anh!" D6i trurdng déy cira ban cong, ndi gidn ding ding di ra ngoai.
Chuyén gia sét hach nhin vé phia Sean, "Anh da thirc sw quyét tam? Néu anh da suy nghik§ vé quyét dinh ctia minh, t6i s& d8 trinh 14 don nay."
"Bing vay, t6i khéng dinh."

Sean hanh I, vé t6i ky tiic x4, & ctra, Jack ién mdt quyén danh lai ddy. Khong biét c6 phéi vi anh thuong xuyén gip dugc Andrew trong céc budi hudn
luyén hay khong ma ning luc can chién ctia anh da tang vot, namtay ctia Jack bi nggn lai, chi kém mét chut 1 anh ta bi bé trat khop ba vai.

"Jack! Sao lai la cau!"

"Vi sao khong phai i t6i? Ching ta | ban be tot nhét, nhung cau mudn di EOD gi gi 6 cling khong cho t0i biét!" Duong nhur chot nh6 ra céi gi, Jack
om lay dau, "Oi, EOD! O bénh vién cdu da nhac t01' Céau thye sy 1a ngd hong dau roi! Ching ta 1a b ddi déc ching, trong turong lai can di chap hanh
nhiém vy dac thi, khdng phai di lam linh gac cho may chuyén gia pha bom!"

"Jack, cau khong hiéu. Vao thoi khic sinh tir t6i gan, néu cau biét c6 mot ddng doi dang tin cdy dang & phia sau, ciu s& cam thiy tir vong khong dang so
nhu vay."

"Bing! Toi khong hiéu!" Jack thé dai nhin v& phia khac, "Cau that s khong gidng Sean ma t6i da biét."
Sean ciing quay mt di, boi vi anh khong biét nén giai thich nhur thé nao dé Jack hiéu minh qua that khong phai “Sean”.

"Cu dimg cho ring cau am tdt & day thi EOD gi gi 6 s& mudn cau! Cho dii danh can chién v trinh sat khao hach cdu c6 thé qua, nhung con nhitng
cudc thi khac thi sao!"

Nhin Jack, Sean biét anh ta dang ha hoa.

Vaingiy sau, bai thi viét ctia EOD durge Sean hoan thanh ngay tai vin phong, sTquan gidm sat giri dap an cta anh di khong bao lau lién nhan duogc két
qué: Sean sdp stra rdi khoi vi trf tro Iy doi truong dé gia nhap ba thang huan luyén dic biét ciia EOD.

Khi rdi khoi viin phong, Sean lai giip doi truong, than sic clia dng ta lanh nhur bang
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Cho dén khi Sean sp di xa, doi trrdong méi quay dau ndi mdt cau, "Nhét dinh phéi song sot quay trd vé!"
Nhitng 1 nay, vo luin im Sean hay | Vincent, déu c6 ngudi da timg n6i voi anh.

Sean tré lai Ky tic x4, Jack clng miy chién hiru da chuan bj sén bia chér anh. Moi ngudi rit &n y khong noi t6i di EOD ¢6 bao nhiéu nguy hiém, boi vi
trén thue € néumdt ngay ndo d6 bon ho di lam nhiém vu , mirc d6 nguy hiém cting s&€ khdng nhé hon 1a bao nhiéu.

Ngay hom sau con c6 huén luyén, bon ho chi udng hai tleng ddng ho thi giai tan, déu tw mang theo bia rugu roi khoi phong ctia Sean, trude khi di, Jack
vO v bdr vai anh, "Toi that khong ngd cau thue sur ¢6 thé thong qua cude thi."

Sean gt dau, anh ciing khong nghil dén dé thi c6 qua nira sb cau hoi gidng hét nhur Ian trude anh thi vao EOD.
Negay khi Sean don dep phong &, Andrew ddy canh cira khép ho, di vao.
Sean nang tay nhin nhin dng ho, curdi néi, "Trung si, con 14 phit nita 1 tat dén."

"Toi blet " Andrew ng01 xudng girdng ctia Sean, nhin bong dang anh loay hoay don dep mit ban, "Sean, cudi tudn ndy t6i s& duoc diéu dén b phan
quén tién tram, c6 thé s& bj phai hudng Ap-ga-ni-xtan."

"Ciing c6 thé gin Baghdad phai khong?" Sean quay dau cudi mt cai, theo nhur ning hrc ctia Andrew tét nhién cAp trén khong thé ndo dé hén van ¢ lai
quan hu bi.

"C6 1&." Am thanh roi ngay sét bén Sean, co hd I theo ban nang, Sean ding khuyu tay cong kich, nhung dau Andrew lai dén bén tai anh, "Tha long,
Sean, tha long."

Mii thudc 14 trén ngudi Andrew lan toa tran ngép khiru giac anh, than kinh céing théng ctia Sean chim ri th 1ong, "Anh khong nén tiép can mot tay linh
dac ching tir phia sau lung,"

"Nhung dan 6ng lai wra 6m nguoi anh ta thich tir phia sau, hudng thy vé it kinh ngac cing s rung dong ctia than thé ngudi d6." Giong nbi ctia Andrew
ngan nga, thurc thich hop di lam gido vién van hoc str.

Nhiing 161 ndy khién cho trai tim Sean khong khoi gia téc, "T6i thue sy xin 161, Andrew."

"Xin 16i c4i gi? Boi vi cau khong c6 tim tu gidng nl}u to1?" Andrew cudi, xoay mit Sean lai, dat mdt ny hon nhe trén mi anh, nu hon khong hé c6 tinh
duc, lai lam cho ngudi ta that 1au khong thé phuc hdi tinh than lai.

Hin day ctra di ra ngoai, Sean hit mdt hoi.
Anh thich Sean Elvis, dang tiéc t6i khong phai...

Vai ngdy sau, Sean stra sang lai hanh Iy di dén can cr huén luyén ctia EOD. O trong nay, thanh tich huan luyén ctia anh ra ngoai dy doén ciia moi nguoi,
lién ngay ca hudn luyén vién ciing thurong ndi dia "Trung si Elvis, t6i ¢6 cam gidc anh da rét quen thude chirc vu ctia minh."

Ba théng sau, anh leo Ién phi co quan dung dén Baghdad.
Khi cira miy bay mo ra, khong khi kho nong ctia Baghdad 6 at pha vao.

Binh linh theo trinh tir xudng phi co, mdt chiéc Hummer démg sin & bén canh d6, trong xe, mdt si quan ho to: "Hey, cc anh em! Trong s céc cau ai i
Sean Elvis?"

Giong ndi kia im cho tri tim Sean run Ién, 1 Sniper! Cho dén by gior anh con nhé rd Sniper néim ¢ trudc mit anh, d& lai dong mach ¢6 dang phun méu
nhur trit ctia anh ma ho to, va lic nay, anh da hi€u dugc khi d6 Sniper hét cau gi.

Hey! C6 chiu dung! Bubi ti ching ta con phai cling di ubng bia!

Mit anh ctr nhur vAy mé néng ran Ién va 4mudt.

Sean viét tén lén cubn s6 ctia nguoi s quan phu trach phan ding ky, sau do6 lién di vé phia chiéc Hummer.
"T6i la Sean Elvis."

"Hoan nghénh cau di vao trai tip trung tir vong ctia Baghdad." Sniper cudi, md ctra xe cho anh ngdi vao, "T6i dén don cau dén doanh dia, hom nay chi
cd ticu to ctia ching t61 tam thoi khdng ¢ nhiém vy."

Sean kiém ché nhip dap ctia trai tim minh, "Xin hoi, t6i va anh & cling mot tiéu td sao?"

"Khong. Vaingay trudc, tiéu doi clia Hopkins c6 mt tay boc hiu bi bom nd chét, ciu s& duoc thé vao vi trf ctia ciu ta." Tiéng cuoi ciia Sniper sang



sang nhur trudi, xe di qua ndi thanh Baghdad, noi d6 van hon don, xe tuan tra canh gic chay qua bén canh bon ho.

Bon tré con khong biét cai gl goi Ia nguy hiém, van tu tap & ven duong choi dlia, nhitng nguorl phu nit méic 4o den, khoac khin sa den che it di dudi
anh mit troi, nhitng nguoi dan 6ng budn ban, c6 mdt vai ngurdi dya vao tuong khong biet dang ban luan chuyén gi.

Du6i bau khong khi huyén ndo, khong ai phat hién ra nguy hiém dang tiém an.
Hoic 14 ¢ ddy, tat ca moi ngudi von di quen v6i vong chot dén.
Xa xa vong dén tiéng sing nd, ngiu nhién c6 tiéng thir gi d6 bi pha tan vang Ién, tit ca déu 1 binh thudng

"Nghe ndi cau xin duge didu tir dc ching bo binh dén day." Sniper ndi voi Sean, nhung énh it khong hé doi khoi duong chay, "Vi sao mudn t6i
EOD? Pac chiing bd binh ciing kho ¢6 the bi phai téi noi nay chiu chét, cho nén cdu vonkhongcan. . . . . . "

"T6i 61 ddy dé tim mot vai thir."

"A, t0i tin rang céu va nhimg ciu bé moi tot nghiép dai hoc dén day am linh tinh nguyén khong glong nhau, cdu s& khong toi day dé thé hién Iy twdng tan
Iwe vi kién thiét hoa binh va my thir linh tinh turong tur nhur thé... Phéi biét ring ¢ phanh —— mdt tiéng, miy ngudi tré tudi ndy, ngay ca thi thé déu tim
khong thy."

"Anh gip qua rat nhiéu chuyén nhur vy ?" Hoi ra rdi, Sean lai ¢6 chut hdi han.

"Rat nhiéu, nhung so ra van kémkhi gip duoc dong doi ctia minh chét trrde miit." Sniper nghiéng dau liée nhin Sean mdt c4i, phac mit dong tic tay qua
¢0, "Cau ta bi ban tring dong mach, ngay sau khi cau ta tim duoc ké khong ché bom."

"ft nhit anh ta da hoan thanh nhiém vu ctia minh."

"N6i tht nhé, t61 von thure khong thich cau ta chit ndo. 28 tudi ciing da c6 hai bing thac si, nghe n6i chi can ciu ta con séng trd vé, it nhét ciing 1 thiéu
uy, 0 can ctr khong quan hoc cai Tién si, lam cai gi nghién ciru, ve sau s¢€ 13 thirong gido tudng quan gi gi d6 ... déuco co the."

"Hién tai anh van khong thich cu ta sa0?"" Sean bdng nhién tim dugc cam gidc Vincent van con ton tai & trén ngudi Sniper, anh bdng nhién mudn biét
cang nhiu xem minh ¢ trong mét ngudi khac 13 cai dang gi.

"Khong, t0i nghi 101 khé ] ¢ cam tinh v6i cdu ta. Rét nhicu k§ thuat binh, dac biét méy ciu nhoc moi tot nghiép dai hoc, di vao Baghdad, Iy tuéng vira
tan vor lién kich dong phai chét, nhumg, .. ... Vincent khong giong véy, cau ta thira nhin tat ca. Cau ta phat hién minh khong c6 san hiéu biet gi d6 hogc
1 khong lam duoc gi d6, lién c¢6 ging hoc. Cau ta 1 mdt ngudi dan 6ng quét cuong!" Sniper nhin vé phia Sean, dimg mot chut, ding ndm tay dap vao

nguc minh, "Céu ta Ia ngudi anh em cua t61!"
Sean hit mdt hoi, "Anh ciing 14 ngudi anh emcua cduta."
Sniper n nu cudi, xe dimg & trude cira can et M, "Hey, cdu c6 biét gi vé Hawkins khong?"

Sean mang theo hanh Iy di xudng, "Khong thure hiu biét, nhung t0i ¢6 nghe qua dai danh ctia anh ta, nghe n6i anh ta ] chuyén gia phé bom ¢6 ti ¢ thanh
cong cao nhat tai Bagh

"Mt khéc ciing I mot doi truong tdi khong dé & chung " Sniper t6 vé dém pha, "Vinh vién nghiém mt, khlen céu cam nhan duoc cai goila 0° &
Baghdad! Buong nhién, cting khong phai la hén vinh vien s& khong cudi, néu hén né nu curdi, cau phéi can than mang nhé ctia chinh minh. Con nita, hén
16i chuyén khong thé ndo d& nghe, cau khong can qua dé y & noi ndy, bao vé duoc tinh mang nho bé ciia minh so voi bt cir cai gi khac déu trong
yeu."

"Camon da cho t6i biét." Sean vd vd thing xe xoay ngudi roi di.

Di vao mdt loat nhitng cong trinh kién tric roi rac té nhat, Sean dén duoc ky tic x4 ciia doi truéng Howard Hawkins. Anh hit mdt hoi, sau d6 g6 ctra
phong.

"Béo céo! Trung si Sean Elvis."

"Vao di." Phia bén trong cira truyén dén thanh 4m ngfin gon ma lanh nhur bang, chi nghe thanh am ciing doan dwoc dbi phuong 3 mdt ngudi thire ¢6 ban
finh.

Sean md ctra, trong phong am amuu, chi ¢ anh miét trdi theo sau lung anh roi vao.

Trén giudng c6 mt ngudi khong nhanh khong cham ngdi ddy, tua vao dau girong, Tur thé cta y thyc tity ¥, hai bap chén tran thon dai ma giu ¢ sire
co dan 1§ ra dudi chan, ban tay chong xudng dém, nghiéng dau, ding mdt loai tu thé rat than nhién nhin vé phia Sean.
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Chuwong 5

"V6 cling xin 16i, Thiéu ty! T6i da quiy rdy ngai nghi ngoi! " Sean doan thim khong biét c6 phai nguoi ndy ¢6 ca true dém, hign gior dang tranh thi bo
giac?

Sau khi nhin vé phia Sean, Hawkins x6c chin dimg lén. Lic ndy Sean moi chot nhén ra trén ngudi y hoan toan tran tryi, khong hé ¢6 iy mot ménh vai,
tham chi ngay ca céi quan 16t cling khong myic! Thoi quen nay cuing Sean hoan toan twong phan, ngoai trir 40 khoac, y phuc ctia Sean duong nhu luén
chuan bi tot, mdt khi c6 nhiém vy, anh c6 thé lay toc d6 nhanh nhat chay téi dia diém tap hop.

Sean khong biét ligu c6 nén doi mit i dau d6 hay khong, Than thé cia Hawkins c6 thé dimg tir “tuyét my” dé hinh dung. Mdi mdt khdi co bap déu sin
chac khf)ng chit chit du thira, duong cong thuc tiéu ,chuﬁn, khong khoa trrong dén nhur Schwarzenegger, lai tiém an mot sy déo dai vo tan. Pac bict 1a
lung, moi mdt ngudi dan ba khi tua vao d6 han s€ thay vo cing an tim

Rét nhanh, Hawkins da mic xong quan phuc, kéo chiéc ban nho lai gin, md dén ban.

M6t phit d6, Sean thdy 16 rang khudn mt y.

Lanh ling ma sic bén, tran ngp Iy tri clng ni liém de néng Ién thin kinh cta Sean khié'n‘anh cang thing, Y ning cam, khoe miéng nhich cao 1én mdt
chitt, khién cho ngudi ta nhin vao thdy cd mot loai ty phu cting trao phiing, "Anh dugc dieu dén day tir bo doi dac ching?"

"Yes, sir!"

"Cho dufa tir b6 ddi dac ching diéu t6i, anh cing van c6 thé 14 rac rudil" Cim Hawkins cling hoi nhéch Ién, 16 ra yét hiu cing mot nira quai ham, day
goi cam Ngudi dan 6ng nay doi voi dan ba han 1a danh dau thang d6, khong gi can noi.

"Yes, sir!"

"A, nhu viy anh d thira nhén minh | rac ru6i?" Thanh 4m ciia Hawkins dudng nhu khuyét thiéu cam xiic, giéng nhur khi hai thanh kim loai cham vao
nhau phat ra tiéng, ma ngay ca khong khi cling tri tim nguoi nghe déu chan dong theo mdi tiéng phat ra.

"Ngaindi ‘Co the °, sir!"

Hawkins phat ra mt tiéng hir nhe déing mili, Sean phét giac hinh déng doi mit ciia y rét duoc, khong ¢ vé quyén rii nhu ciip mt dep ctlia dan ba,
nhung lai rat hap dan, "Vay ndi cho t6i bit, chirc trach ctia anh la gi?"

"Ciing ngdi t6i hién trrdng, bét diu dé phong tir ngoai mot tréim met, & trong dém dong tim kiém ngudi ¢ thé thude phén tir phén loan, bo vé ngdi an
toan, duong nhién khdng bao gdbm ca trudong hop néu ngai gd bom that bai bi tac Ién troi."

"Dyra vao céi gl toi phai tin tudng anh?" Hai chan ciia Hawkins dang rong hai bén suon ghé, ity tién ma tran day khi thé van strc chd phét dong,

"Bdi vi chiing ta 1 chién hitu pho théc sau eng cho nhau." Sean nhin vao mit y, noi.

Khudn niit ctia Hawkins van khong c6 biéu tinh, phia sau Sean tira hd ¢6 ngudi dén day.

"Sép, anh goi t6i sa0?" Mot vién binh linh tré tudi c6 mai dau dinh tho dau vao trong phong do xét.

"Rick, déy I thanh vién m6i ctia tiéu t6 chiing ta, Sean Elvis." Hawkins ding cam chi chi anh chang tré tudi dimg ngoai cira, "K§ thuat binh Rick Parson."
"Hil Toi la Rick, t6i goi anh Ia Sean durgc khong?" Rick c6 vé hung phén.

"Pem g nay di cho khudt mit t61." Ngon tay ctia Hawkins v& mdt vong & trong khong khi, Rick lién 161 Sean di ra, khong quén déng cira cho Hawkins.
Sean cting Rick song vai di trén duong,

"Rick. . .... Thiéu Gty Hawkins i nguoi nhur thé ndo?" Lam quan nhan, Sean khong qué thién cam d6i voi Hawkins, thé nhung ho con phai cing nhau
chap hanh nhiém vy, cho nén cling khong thé noi Ia anh chan ghét.

"Mot nguoi c6 thé cho anh sdng st noi dia nguc nay khi gidc mong vi dai ctia anh tan v3." Rick thé hit ra, dnh n¥it sang lang bong nhién am dam mjt
chut.

"Khi méi dén day cau da rét tuyét vong hay sao?" Sean hoi c4u ta mdt cAu.

Rick dura anh dén trude cira ky tic x4, ném cho anh cai chia khoa, "Mt g trai tré khdr dai nghi minh s& tré thinh mdt ngudi anh hing ctia nuée My



gidng nhur trong phim vy, sau d6 lai phat hién minh twa nhu con kién, bat cir lic ndo ciing ¢6 thé b tac lén troi. . . . . . Qua that rat tuyét vong"
"Hawkins da n6i gi d6 voi cau?" Sean mo cira, dem hanh Iy quing Ién giudng, bét dau sira sang lai.

"Anh ta ndi “T6i bdo cau lam céi gi thi cu lam céi d6, céu s€ con séng trd lai nurde MT." Rick di vao, dem Irﬁy thir v& van trong ngan t0 16i ra.

"C6 I8 & M, thiéu iy Hawkins chi 2 mdt quén nhan i, nhumg t6i Baghdad, anh ta lai c6 thé tr& thanh ¢ thin *." Sean cudi, tur trai giwong cho minh.

"Hic, Sean....... Hawkins qua that khong cach nao k}’ﬂén ngudi ta thich dugc, nhung toi tin trdng anh ta. Néu anh ciiing tin tudng, ching ta moi o thé
cung nhau song sot trd ve." Thanh &m cua Rick tram xuong, cau ta dang v cling nghiém tic.

"T61 phai tin twdng anh ta, Rick. Boi vi chic trach ctia t6i chinh 1a bdo v¢ sy an toan ctia anh ta."
Tai doanh dia, tuy ring sau khi vio dém binh linh khong thé tlly ¥ di ra ngoai, nhung & bén trong, cude sdng vé dém lai khong qua nham chan,
C6 nguoi danh bai brit, c6 ngudi ubng chit bia, dia gion.

Theo nhur 10i Rick, Hawkins 12 mdt méu dién hinh cho viéc thich im king va doc huéng khong gian, cho nén céc hoat dong giai tri ctia anh em, y ciiing
khong bao gio' tham gia.

Rick mang bia dén chd & ciia Sean, "Héc, Sean, cling nhau uéng méy chén di."

Ngudi ta déu n6i rang tinh hitu nghi ctia dan 6ng déu i tir trong bia ruou va danh 1n ma hinh thanh, dwong nhién Sean thich trurdng hop phia trude hon.
Trong radio phét ra 4m nhac dang thinh hanh tai M§, ngAu nhién ¢6 vai doan RAP ctia nhitng ngudi da den, c6 thé nghe thiy tir cach do miy ky tiic x4.
"Thoi gian ludn phién chuyén dbi ctia chiing ta con lai bao nhiéu ngay?" Sean hoi.

"Ha ha, con nhitng mdt trim ngiy, anh t6i that ding thoi diém!"

Tiéng nhac trong radio ctia ho bdng nhién ngimg lai, nhung ho van nghe thiy 4m thanh ctia radio vong tdi tir ky tiic x4 bén canh ving lai.

"A ha, " Rick nhin vai, "Cai radio da nat qua roi, hin I phéi lam c4i béo céo én cap trén xin mdt cai moi."

"P¢ t6i xem thir." Sean di qua, g& bo 10p v6 bén ngoai ctia cai dai, " Rick, cho t6i muon cai chia khoa."

Sean ding céi chia khoa thay thé ci dinh dc van veo mot chit, cai radio kia lién lai bit dau thu song,

"Anh Bm thé ndo dugc vay?" Rick co6 chit hiéu ky, "G bo doi diic chiing ciing day ca céi nay sao?"

"Khong, t6i tir hoc." Sean curoi, ngdi trd lai, do 1 mot trong nhimg thir anh am hiéu khi con i Vincent.

Bt qua bia con chua uéng duoc nﬁy chai, bon ho lai c6 nhiémwvu .

Khi hai ngudi an méc chinh t& di dén trude chiéc Hummer, Hawkins duong nhu da ngdi & ghé sau that lau .

"Udng bia." Thanh am ctia y lanh nhur bang, nghe khong ra cam xtic.

"Bing vay, boi vi Sean vira t6i ddy, t6i mudn hoan nghénh mot chit." Rick ngdi trén ghé l4i, phat dong dong co.

"Co & tdi nay anh ta s& chi con lai mdi céj il " Biéu tinh ctia Hawkins‘bi béng t6i trong xe che ]ép. Pémnay la lan dAu tién “Sean” nhan nhiém vu &
Baghdad, ky that e ké anh ¢6 phai a lan dau tién ha}f khél}g, anh déu c6 thé bi tac mat xac, duwong nhién. . . . . . nhin chung, mii ctia anh chinh Ia di vét
con nguyén ven nhat trong sO nhitng gi con lai. (Vind bang sat, c6 bi bom tac ciing chi bi méo thdi a.)

"Tinh hudng thé ndo?" Rick tir dong xem nhe cau tra ki ctia Hawkins, bat dau hoi tinh hinh cy thé ctia nhiém vu.

"Trong quén bar c6 mot linh M tinh lai & toilet, phat hién trén nguoi minh dwoc gin mdt qua bom hen gio."

"Néu t0i nh6 khong i, sau khi vao dém ching ta khong thé roi khoi doanh dia?" Rick thuan miéng héi mdt cAu, nhung tit c moi ngwoi déu it ¢ noi
di quoc tha huong day ngdp nguy co ndy, vira dén ban dém con nguoi ta s€ cang mudn dién cuong mot chut d€ quén hét thay.

Trong xe nht thoi yén Iing lai, cho dén khi bon ho di qua chg dém Baghdad dén trude ctra mdt quéan bar nhd.

Sean xubng xe trude, quan st bén phia, duong nhu noi ddy da bi thanh trang*, nhung xa xa c6 vai nguoi van dimg trén nhirng ngdi nha cao xung quanh
nhin lai day. (* “quét don chudng ngai vat”, bao gom ca nhitng nguoi kha nghi hozic khong cé phan sy déu bi dudi di.)



Hawkins xubng xe, hoi mot linh M§ bén canh, "Cai tén ngu ngde goi dién xin gitip d dau?"

Dbi phurong hién nhién bat méin v6i cach xung hd ndy, nhung rdi lai khong thé phét hoa, "Con & trong toilet.”
Hawkins nghiéng dau, "Hén 1 chién hiru ctia anh?"

" Ding vay." Bdi phurong do dyr mdt chut, it gat dau.

"Trong long anh dang hy vong t6i bi nd chét."

Tay linh M5 kia ngén ngudi, tra hd khong nghi t6i Hawkins lai tréing tron n6i ra suy nghi trong 1ong anh ta nhur vAy. Khi anh ta khoi phyc tinh than lai,
Hawkins da di vao trong,

"Néu t6i bi bom tac tir, diéu d6 n6i Ién ring cai tay chién hitu ngu ngde ctia anh ciing da chét." Am diéu ctia y van viy, mé hodc lai lanh nhu bang,

Sean nhin thiy y ctr nhur viy ma di vao trong quéan bar, khong khoi dudi theo kéu to, "Hawkins

anh con chwra miic trang phuc bao ho!"
Hawkins dtmg & cira quéan bar, quay dAu lai, "Thir d6 choi kia ¢6 tac dung gi sa0?”

Sean nhiu may, Rick dénbén vd vd vai anh, "Quén di, cho du mac thir dd biéu dién kia, néu bom that sur nd anh ta ciing van chét."

Sean tryc tiép 1én dan, bat dau lru ¥ mdi ngudi c6 ¢ xung quanh do.

"Hawkins luon mdt cau cling khong ndi ma bét ddu nhiém vy nhur vay sao?" Sean hoi qua thiét bi lién lac, di vé phia Rick.

Rét nhiéu chuyén gia phé bomkhi tiép can bom thurdng cling ddng doi ctia minh néi chuyén phiém, didu niy ¢6 thé gitip bon ho tha 1ong, hon nita vé mt
tam ly cling s& cam thay ¢ nguoi ndo d6 dang tin cdy ludn & bén canh minh.

"Bing vay, thurdng thi ngay khi anh con dang lo Fing vi sao anh ta khong hé c6 phan (g gi i véi tir than thi anh ta da c6 thé hoan thanh nhiém vu."
Thanh 4m ctia Rick mang theo y cuoi.

Lic ndy, ¢6 ngudi dén sau keng Sean, theo phan xa, anh Bp tirc xoay ngudi lai, hong sting nhiim ngay vao ngire ngudi no, 1 Hawkins, "Anh da gb xong
qua bomkia?"

Hawkins nghiéng du sang mot bén, nhin vé phia nhitng binh linh canh ngoai cira, "Bi tim céi kim, trén bom c6 khoa sat."
N6i xong, y lién tira vao bén canh xe.

"Anh dang am cai gi?" Tay linh kia di t&i, "Chién hitu ctia t6i ciing sdp nd chét & bén trong! Anh ciing khong di giup anh ta! Cong viéc ctia anh khong
phai 1a gd bom sao?"

Ngay trong nhay niit khi tay ctia ngudi niy cham dén Hawkins, canh tay anh ta d4 bi van di, thanh am trat khop phé 1 vang doi.

"Nhiém vy ciia tao 1 g5 b bom dui tinh hudng cam doan chinh minh durge an toan." Hawkins cti dAu nhin vé phia hin, "Con nita, tat ca moi ngudi déu
bict, tao khong thich ni lan thir hai."

Sean ¢4 chut sing so, than thi cia Hawkins nhanh vo cung, nhu thé da timg duoc huén luyén qua & diic ching bo binh, "Di tim c4i kin——" Sean d&
cai g bat hanh nim trén mat dat kia 1én, anh ta con dang hung ton nhin cham cham vao Hawkins. Y chi cuoi lanh.

"Anh dinh dem tinh mang ctia chién hiru dén phén cao thip voi Hawkins hay sao?" Sean budng anh ta ra, xoay ngui sang chd khac tiép tuc quan sat
xung quanh.

Tay linh My kia dimg lén, dén phia sau thing xe tim mt céi cai kimném cho Hawkins, lic ndy y moi mang theo cai kim lai di vao trong quén bar.

Ciing vao I nay, ngudi dimg trong cén phong & Ju hai trong con pho d6i dién bdng nhién bién mét. Sean chim chi quan sat can phong kia, khong 6
dén, tAng cao nhét bi v& nat qué nira, cin phong ndy theo Iy ma n6i hin 1 khong nguoi &, ngudi kia nira dém chay dén mdt noi nhur vay, chiso. . . . ..

"Rick —— cén than dé phong!"
Sean chay vot vé phia ngdi nha kia.
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Chuwong 6

Sean di vao dudi méi hién, nghe thiy tiéng chén ngudi binh bich chay tir trén tang xuéng dudi qua cau thang sit. Mot nguoi méc chiée do T-shirt t6i mau
chay vao chd ti.

Ghim sting, Sean theo ngur¢i d6 vao trong ngd nho.
Béng thi bao trim, moi vat déu chi con bong dang mo hd. Cé nguoi dang dimg dira vao tudng, ddm lira chip chon cho thiy ngudi kia dang hit thude.

Sean xet qua bén canh héin, ma nguoi n¥c 40 t6i miu kia d4 chay xa. Nhung vao lic ndy, Sean quay phét ngudi lai, khuyu tay thiic vé phia sau, miu
thude 14 roi khoi tay nguoi dan 6ng kia, yét hdu hin bi khuyu tay Sean ninh doan, nay hét thay co hd chi phat sinh trong vong mot gidy.

Ngudi kia khong kip phét ra 4m thanh lién truot xudng doc theo véch trdng, mit tron tron, khong con hd hép, ban tay kia tha Iong trén it dat, trong
long ban tay [a mdt con dao gim sang ngoi.

Néu khong phéi ic 4y Sean phan (g nhanh, chi sg anh d b ddi phurong dAm tring .
Nhung la Sean ciing khong cho vay 1a xong,

Anh nghiéng mit, Fing nghe tiéng vang phat ra tir ngd nho, sau do6 qua quyét chayve phia bén phai, di qua nhungklentruc thap bé lup xup. Khi anh dimg
lai, trrdc mt anh da 1 ngudi dan éng méc 40 so mi toi méu, dbi phirong thé hdn hén, vé mét khong thé tin ndi.

Sean chi sting vao hén, trong tay ngudi niy tua hd ndm céi gi. Khong giéng nhitng linh M§ khac 16n tiéng I "Gio tay 1én" linh tinh, Sean truc tiép siét co,
vién dan danh tring gitra tran nguroi kia, mdt phat tri mang,

Tht ¢ trong tay hétn roi trén mét dat, Sean h16n tay vao trong toc, khé siét lai, lai A mot cai dién thoai di dong, man hinh hién kén mot day sb con dang
nhap do dang, néu khong c6 gi ngoai y mudn, khi day so nay guri di thanh cong, quan bar kia s€ bi 16 tung Ién troi. Sean kéo Ky sau a0 hin, quing hin
1én vai, mot tay nhat Iy dién thoai di dong, quay tré vé quan bar.

Lic nay, ¢ cura quan bar, Hawkins mang theo mot vong bom trong tay dira, co hd moi ngudi - trir Rick - déu lui vé phia sau, tinh canh rt t5t cudi,
giong nhur Hawkins 13 mot phan tir khtmg bo dang muon ty sat.

"Elvis dau?" Hawkins nghiéng mét, khuon mit y & dudi ngon dén mo nhat ctia quéan bar c¢6 vé tudn my la king
"Anh ta dudi theo ngudi no t6i phia d6i dién." Rick nhiu miy, c6 chit lo king,
Liic nay, trong béng dém, Sean cham réi di t6i, dem thi thé tha lén mit dat, thiy khdi bom trong tay Hawkins, lién biét y da thanh cong,
"Di dau vay?" Thanh 4m ctia Hawkins ho hiing,
Sean ném dién thoai di dong sang cho y, "Téi tim dwoc ké phu trach theo doi bom. Trong ngd nhd con c¢6 mdt dong bon."
Hawkins gat dAu, dem khbi bom d théo ra bo vao trong mot cai thung dac bit.

"Chién hitu ctia t6i dau?" Anh chang linh M déng thurong lic ndy di dén trude mit Hawkins, néu bom da dugc da bo, vi sao con khong thiy ngudi &
trong WC dira?

Hawkins khong them liéc lai ]éy mdt c4i, di mo ctra chiée Hummer, "Ga d6 on qua, tao cho hin mot dam!"
"Céi gi!" Anh chang kia con mudn n6i i nita, lic ndy Sean ciing Rick déu da kén xe, dong co khoi dong, xe lao vot di.
Trén bang ghé sau, Hawkins van im king nhur tredie.

Rick vira i xe vira hoi hung phén ma n6i, "Sean, anh that loi hail Chi c6 vai pht ngin ngi, vy ma anh ciing 6 thé tim ra ké khong ché bom! Sao anh
bict bon ho & phu can?"

"Gin bom cho mot linh MY, lai 6 noi ching ta thudng xuyén tu tap udng ruou, muc dich cua d6i phuong khong chi i mudn giét chét mot ngudi ma thoi,
ma con muon tao ra kinh dong. Néu c6 thé nhan tién giet chet thém mot vai linh M ¢ gin do, hodc la... chuyén gia g& bom linh tinh..., s& khién cho hanh
vi ctia bon ho cang thém tinh uy hiép nqnh Irf: Cho nén nhat dinh s& c6 ngudi & phy can theo ddi, bao ddm bom hoat dong nhu y muon." Sean cudi
cuoi, mit tay ti Ién clra xe, ban tay do lay dau.

"D thé ndo, chiing ta lai song qua mdt ngay." Anh mét Rick thoang am dam lai, boi vi chuyén ctia ngay mai khong ai biét duoc.

Trd lai quén doanh, Sean tim rira xong, rat nhanh lién ngd Ién girong v ngii mé mét.

Séang som, anh tinh lai vi Rick dép ctra.



"Hi Sean, hdm nay ching ta phai di giip mot nhan vat dac biét."

"Ai?" Sean nhanh chong danh rang rira mit, méc quan phuyc dira.

"Tién st Grey, m0t tén quai thai dén tir dai hoc Yale." Rick nhin vai.

"Ong ta ky quai nhu thé nao?"

"Ong ta thich nghe anh ké ra ndi tuyét vong trong long anh, c6 vii anh ndi ra tit ca cac y nghil dién cudng trong dau."
"Vidy?"

"Vi du nhur n6i thay vi im mot linh M§ ngu ngbc, anh cang mudn Am mot th finh ctia mdt nhém vii trang phan loan Iraq. Lai vi du nhu anh muén khoa
than chay trén duong ¢ Baghdad, nhin xem cé thé dap tring bom hay khong,"

"Ong ta | mdt cai bac si tam y?"

"Biing vay," Rick quay mt vé phia Sean, chan lai hon nhién Iui v& phia sau, thao thao ‘pﬁt tuy€t, "(A)ngﬂta s& tién hanh danh gid tim ly cho anh, kia ky that
1a cut chd, néu anh c6 y dinh vo nhur bi kich dong qua d§ hoac a mdt ké co tdm ly bien thai d€ bi duoi vé My, d6 1a nammo."

"Rick!" Sean mudn viron tay 16i cu ta lai, nhung Rick da va phai mdt nguoi phia sau.
"A, thure xin I6i!" Rick dugc dbi phirong gitp dimg viing.

Nguoi tré tudi kia ngai ngling curdi, tuy ring mic quén trang nhung lai co mdt loai khi cht déic biét ctia sinh vién, nhét 1 cip kinh gong den, ¢6 vé nghiém
can lai vai phan kho dai.

"Khong sao chir?"

"T61 khong sao." Rick cudi cuoi, VO vai nguoi kia, "Nhin cau khong giéng linh, ciu & d6inao?"
Dbi phirong déy kinh 1én mot chit, "Toi a phién dich, linh tinh nguyén ...... Toi 1 Eric Kul."

"Hi Kul, t6i I Rick, anh ta la Sean. Ching t6i déu la EOD."

Sean ¢6 chit haim md Rick, cN(') ghé ndi khong mdt thanh vién ndo cuia tiéu td thao 20 bom Ia khdng chiu &p Iyc nang né, nhung Rick lai cho ngudi ta ¢6
mot loai cdm giac sang stia de gan.

"Céc anh dén gip Tién si Grey?" Kul hoi.
"BXing vy, sao anh biét?"

"Béi vi tdi vira & chd do. Toi ..... moi dén noi ddy hon ba tuan, hét thay cling tudng trong kém qua xa , t6i can...... thich tmg," Kul cuoi cudi, khoe
miéng c6 chut bat dac di.

"Chiing t0i s& dén d6 bay gio!" Rick vO vd vai anh ta, ¢6 y ¢d vil.

Rick cing Sean di dén mot can phong thip, con chua dy cira tién vio, chot nghe bén trong truyén ra tiéng chiri by, vang doi, tran ngdp ve can phat
tiét, co thé tuong twong vi bac sitamly kia gio phit nay nht dinh ngira dau im b nghe thurc nghiém tiic, nhung d6i nt véi thanh 4m khing bd nhur vay
6ng ta cang mudn tim bong dén nhét vao tai.

"Hin da chét! Con me nd, i ctr nhur viy ma chét & trude mit 10i! Moi lin t6i déu nghi néu ngwdi xong kén chinh 1 t0i thi & thé ndo! Me n —— héin
1a k¥ thudt binh! K thut binh! Khong phai tay sting ban tia! Toi me n dién r6i nuée My dién roi tong thong con me no thé nao khong bict
dén Iraq!"

Sean ngin nguoi, thanh Amndy i ctia Sniper.

Ma bén canh anh, Rick lai nh6 giong néi thdm, "N6i cai gi “Nhitng 11 anh n6i véi t6i s& khong c6 ngudi thir ba duge biét’, cai hiéu qua cach 4m nay 15
rang ca quan doanh déu c6 the nghe thay."

Rét nhanh, trong phong truyén dén ﬁéng khéc réqg Sniper tua ho that lau khong d& xudng 16p nguy trang cimg ran ctia mot ngudi dan ong, Sean c6 thé
tudng tuong gid phiit ndy anh ta nhat dinh dang nam chét lay dau minh ma khoc.

MBbimot an chimg kién chién hiru bo minh ngay bén canh déu 1 vo tan tra tin ddi voi ho.

Sean trAm mic. N6i thuc ra anh ting vo s6 An 4o tudng chién hitu luc trude & dbi nﬁt Vi céi chét ctia anh nhur thé nao, hodc Ia ndi & noi sinh ménh
khong c6 gia tri gi nhur noi nay, nhitng quan nhan gia doi nhu Sniper han I som da chét lng trude nhitng cai chét ki€u nhu ctia Vincent.



Nghe tiéng Sniper khéc rong, trong dau Sean khong ngimg quay lic minh con | Vincent, phit cudi ciing con y thirc, thi anh thiy chinh 1a khudn it
thong kho, khan trorong ctia Sniper.

Cam on ngudi anh em, Sniper...... Camon.....

Néu thoi gian quay lai 1in niva, t6i van s& liéu finh x6ng én trude, béi vi t6i i ngudi bao vé phia sau lung ciia cac anh.
Qua that lau, Rick ciing dua vach tudng sép ngi, clra md, Sniper di ra.

Mt anh ta con c¢6 chit héng, nhung vé mét da khéi phyc tran tinh, e thiy Sean con phét phét tay.

"Sean, anh c6 chuyén mubn khoc khong?" Rick hoi.

"Co."

"Nhur vay anh ¢ cAn khéc that 1w, hodc B réng to thét 1au khong?"

"Hzn 1 khong can."

"Vay anh vao trude di, " Rick cudi nhao mot tiéng, "Bai vi ti ¢6 thé can thdi gian that au."

Sean gt git dau, day cira di vao van phong, can phong thu thép thuc chinh té. Trén ban cong tac chi cd mdt may tinh, it ban thoat nhin khéng nhiém
mot hat bui. Pan 6ng deu 1a 161 thoi lech théch, Sean nghi tham rang van phong nay néi khong chirng Ia noi sach s€ nhat ca quan doanh.

"Xin chao, t6i i Trung si Sean Elvis." Sean hanh I,

Db dién voi ban cong tac gian di | mdt ngudi dan ong dang ngdi, méi toc ngéin miu vang sam gon ghd, chai ngroc phia sau dau, dé 16 vé thong minh
nhe nhang khoan khodi cta khuon myit. Phia sau cip kinh mat khong c6 khung kinh la mot di con nguoi i ddy vé tim tdi nghién ciru, ma hinh dang ciia
con nit Jai hoi x6ch Ién, cho dui nhur vAy van khong che gidu duroc khi chét tinh anh toat ra tir ngudi nay.

Noi tom lai, ngudi ndy 1a mdt ngudi dan ong rat t6t nhin, nhung 6 trong quan doanh, xinh dep cting ddng nghiia v6i nguy hiém, ma quén nhén thuong
thurong cang thich nhiing ngudi ¢6 vé ngodi rin r6i hon 1 kiéu nguoi gidng Tién si Grey ...... Sinh vién gurong mau!

"Xin chdo, " Tién si Grey léy ra mdt tap hd so trén mit ban, nhin thoang qua hang tén, "Sean. Anh khong can cing thing, hom nay ching ta chi tro
chuyén mot chit ma thoi. O EOD ¢6 gi d6 ... anh khong thich (mg?"

"Tam thoi con khéng c6, tién si" Sean ngdi & phia dbi dién, anh it do xét ciia d6i phurong im anh ¢6 chit khong thoai mai.

"Nghe ndi n dAu tién lim nhiém vy anh da Bp tirc bt duge phén tir phén loan." Tién si Grey cti dau vé phia trude, nhiing soi toc phia sau tai ri xudng,
tam than clia Sean nhoang Ién mdt cai, ung khong khoi tyra vao trén hung ghé dua.

"May mén ma thoi."

"N6i chuyén véi t6i khong can cu né nhur vay, boi vi mdi i anh ndi voi toi, 16i s& khdng ndi cho ngudi khac biét nguyén tic gitr bi nat ctia nghé v."
Con mit mau xanh nurée bién ciia ddi phurong nhin vao Sean, tyra hd mudn nhin xuyén qua thén thé nay dé thay duoc Vincent.

"Tién si, t6i vira m6i dén khong lau. Khi toi cam thiy c6 nhu cau, nhat dinh s& tim dén ngai." Sean nudt nuréc miéng, nhin vé phia dong tu ligu trén ban,
tranh anh mat cta Tien si Grey.

"Pugc r01, " Cay but trén tay Grey vong vo hai vong, liic ndy Sean moi phét gidc ngdn tay ng ta thon dai tuyét dep, "Trung st Elvis, anh c6 thé di trudc.
Bit qua mbi tudn déu co mdt 1an nbi chuyén, t6i hy vong anh c6 thé chi dong t6i tim t6i ma khong phai dé t6i chay méin quan doanh tim kiém anh."

"T6i s& nhé k¥, gap lai sau, Tién si" Lic Sean déy cira di ra ngodi, anh khong khoi hit sdu mot hoi.

Nuoi ndy duoc diéu t6i dy tir lic nao? Anh nhé rd khi minh vin k Vincent, béc i tAm Iy trong doanh trai van k Smith, mdt ngudi thoat nhin gy yéu
nhung lai lAm cho ngudi ta thay tin nhiém, ma hién tai nguoi kia....... Lai lam cho ngudi ta cdm thay cho du minh khdng néi gi ca, nhung & trude méit dng
ta ciing khong c6 gi 1a riéng tur.

Rick dang dya vao tuong, quay dau lai thiy Sean, 16 ra vé it thoang kinh ngac, "Nhanh nhur vay?"

"A, dung vay." Sean cuoi cuoi, "Mudn t6i chér cau khong?"

"Khéng can, khi t6i ndi dién, thanh 4m rat In." Rick cudi khé mot chit, ddy cira ra di vao.
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Chwong 7

Trd lai quan doanh, trén san thé duc c6 méy binh linh dang choi bong 1.
Sniper ciing Seo ddi trudng ciing co trong s6 do.

Sean cudi cudi, ngdi xudng mdt bén nhin vao san.

Sniper bt ngudi mdt cai, vin dugc ca thanh 16, béng vao, thodng nhin thy Sean lién gio tay Ién vy, vé séng khodi ctia héin am anh an tim, "Hey! Nguoi
anh em, biét choi bong 16 khong?"'

Sean bong nhién nhé t6i khi minh con la Vincent, Sniper thurong xuyén mang anh vao san bong, con noi cai gi dan ong thi phai ra dAu trurdng rén luyén
rén luyén, khong nén ranh rdi lién ndm & trong phong doc miy cubn sach vo dung nhur dan ba.

"Biét."
"Tét, vy cau gia nhap doi ctia ching t6i di! K§ thuat binh ctia ching t6i moi bi thurong miéit ¢4 chan ngay hom qua!"
Sean cuoi, ding Ién, "Pugc thoi!"

"Giéi thi€u mot chl'lt, " Sniper chi chi Seo d6i trudng, "Pay 1a Pdi trurong ctia chiing ta, ngoai hi¢u Seo, duong nhién I3 bai vi vét seo trén mit hin, bat
qua thuc dang tiec..... "

"Kia khong phéi dao chém, mé 1 bj manh bom cit tring" Sean cudi ni tiép, doan gidi thiéu nay khi Vincent vira gia nhp tiéu doi, Sniper ciing da noi
khong sai mdt chir.

"Lam thé quai ndo ma cu biét duge?!"
"Uy, chiing ta 14 tiéu t6 pha bom, gip phai bom so véi gip phai dao con nhiéu." Sean budn cudi, nhan Iy qua bong rd tir tay Sniper, "D thi I ai?"

"‘T}’I thén quén cép’." Bo doi phé‘ bom,thu(‘mg thich chon cho tiéu doi cta mlnh mot cai ngoai hiéu, vi du nhur trude day tiéu td ctia Seo ¢o ngoai hiéu la
"Can tién khong can mang", tuy rang doi véi ngoai hi€u nay Vincent tuyét doi khinh bi, nhung Sniper cting Seo thich, anh ciing khdng c6 quyén say "NO".

"A, “Ttr thin quin coc’ i tiéu doi C phai khong?"

Lic ndy Seo ciing dd ¢6 chit quen mit, tién 1én n6i chuyén, "Nghe ndi cau moi dén khong lu, 1im thé nio biét 1 rang ngoai hidu ciia cac céc tiéu doi
nhur vay?"

"Ciiing khong hén, " Sean ¢ chit budn cudi, dai ndo ctia anh la Vincent, duong nhién ngoai hiéu ciia tit ca tiéu doi anh déu biét 15, "Toi khong biét tiéu
d6i ctia minh ¢6 ngoai hiéu l gi."

"Cai g& Hawkins kia s& khong lam loai chuyén nham chan nay." Sniper ba vai Sean di vé phia mot ky tiic x4 khac, "Hén chi biét lanh nhur bang ma n6i véi
cau ‘Co nhi€émwuy’, © T6i bao anh lam cai gi anh thi lam cai do6 °."

"Con nita, " Sean hudng img, " T6i chinh 1 than’."

Ba ngudi cing nhau cudi ha ha.

Pi sang mot dau khac ctia ky tic x4, bon ho gip "Tir than quin coc”, bt diu bong 16 ba ngudi.

Sean tyr nhién rét quen thude cach choi clia Seo cling Sniper, ba nguoi phdi hop rét an ¥, lién tuc gianh dugc bong,
"Sean! Chuyén bong!"

"Sean! Némrét tot!"

Nhung ngay khi khong ai dé y, ¢6 mot chit gi 6 da thay doi.

"Vincent! Ném qua day!"

"Vincent, a —bad luck!"

"Vincert..... Khong sao chir!" Khi Sean bi dy ng, Sniper di téi kéo anh day.



"T6i khong sao!" Sean lau md hoi.

Phia sau, Seo twa hd y thirc dén chuyén gi, "Sniper, cau goi cdu ta la gi?"

"Vincert.... " Sniper ngAn ngudi, mi Sean ciing ngy ngn ca nguoi.

"Hey —— con choi nita hay khong!" D6i phurong ho to.

"Choi!" Sniper kéu mdt cau, sau do nhd giong néi voi Sean, "Xin 164, goi sai tén clia cau, cau that Ia .... sao khong néira."

Anh miit Seo t6i sdm, ¢ mdt chit bi thirong, "Ai bao thing nhoc ndy lai an ¥ v6i ching ta nhur thé? Vira rdi t6i ciing vin Vincent, Vincent m goi ciu ta."
"Khéng sao ca, ching ta tiép tuc!" Sean nudt nubt nurde miéng, vira rdi anh...... Cling nghii minh B Vincent.

M héi uét dim éo so mi bén trong, miy anh chang bén thing thin ci bo 4o so mi, dé vai va tay tran tiép tuc ¢ dudi rd béng ma d6 md hoi.

Sean bét ngudi ndm Iy thanh 16, ngay ca cai khung ciiing rung Ién canh cach. Sniper di t6i cling anh v3 tay hoan nghénh, ngay tai mot gidy d6, Sean cam
thay twa ho c6 ai dang nhin minh.

Theo ban nang anh nhin quanh bén phia, quanh san c6 mAy ngudi dang ngdi xem bon ho choi bong, c6 ngudi hit thude, c6 ngudi mang theo bia, sau d6
Sean nhd t61, bén canh trra ho chinh 1a ky tiic x4 ctia Hawkins.

Khi anh nhin v& phia 6 cira s6 kia, qua nhién Hawkins da dirmg d6 tir bao gio.

Tuy rang anh khong thy rd vé mit ciia y, nhung Sean lai ¢6 thé tuéng tuong ra d6i nit tham thiy khong thé doc hiéu ciia y cling doi mdi khé cuoi chim
choc.

"Con choi nita sa0? Toi d6i bung !" Trong d6i ctia dbi phurong c6 ngudi noi.

'IV

"Cai thimg com!" Sniper cudi nhao, sau d6 vd vo kén lung Sean noi, "Bi, méic xong quan 4o di an com!

Ngaykhi Sean ctii ngudi nhit 4o so mi, anh lai cam giac duoc tAm mit cla ngudi kia, mot tAc mot tAc ludt qua than thé anh, 1am cho co thé anh khong
hi€u sao lai ndng kén.

Ao giéc, tit ca déu 13 4o giac.

Céi gi Hawkins kia nham chan, dang nhin bon ho choi bng rd ma thoi,

Sean di tim, thay quan 4o sach s&, di ngang qua phong Rick, von dinh goi ciu ta ctng di n com, nhin qua ctra s6 thiy cau ta dang ngdi yén & trude ban.
Sean gd g6 vao canh ctra s6, Rick phuc hdi tinh thin, "Hi, Sean."

"Khéng di an comsao? Theo ly sau khi ké ra nhing ¥ tudng dién cudng, cau hin 1 phai thiy thoai méi. sao t6i lai ¢6 cam giac ciu cang ngiy cang
khong 6n?" Trong ldng Sean tuy t thdm noi voi minh khong nén di can thiép chuyén riéng cua Rick, nhung anh lai khong lam dugc. Bdi vi c6 rat nhidu I,
chi 1a mdt gidy lo déng, anh s& mét di mot chién hiru, dia diém rat c6 thé khong phai ¢ trén chién truong,

Rick cuoi cuoi.

"C6 thé ndi véi ti khong?"" Sean tira vao cira s6, "Tuy toi khong phai 1 bac sitam 1y, nhung ...... 61 1 ngudi clng cau ké vai chién dau."

Rick vin ngdi & bén canh ban, liém liém moi, "Khi toi vira ti noi ndy ....... C6 mdt k§ thudt binh bang tudi t6i, lic d6 con ¢6 rét nhidu ngudi tré tudi gibng
i, cho minh | dén day dé gitr gin hoa binh thé giéi."

"A a...." Sean cti dau, cudi khd mot chit.
"Ching t6i di trén duong 1on ciia Baghdad, mot ¢ gai lim roi thir gi d6 xudng duong, ngudi k§ thuat binh kia nhit 1én, mubn tra v&."
"Do 1a mdt qua bom."

Rick trAm mic git dau, "Sau d6 mdi ngiy t6i déu nam mo, mo thiy toi 1 nguoi cam qua bom kia dudi theo sau lung cd i dy, sau do....... No manh

Sean dura tay voi qua cira s6, dau ngén tay cham dén gay Rick.
Bdng nhién trong lic d6, Rick xoay nguoi bit Iy ngon tay Sean, Sean nghi dén cu ta cin an ti cho nén khong né tranh.

Rick di qua céi ban, cling Sean chi cach miy chan song,



"Sean, khi ndo thi t6i mGi c6 thé chét?"

"uge 1di, Rick." Sean ning dau dy, "Khi di vao EOD i thuong xuyén nam mo, mo minh | mot k§ thudt binh, deo bo dam dudi theo mdt thiu nién
camdi dong. Sau do t6i bop co, ban vd dién thoai cta cdu ta, ciru dugc nhung r6i tir dau 6 ¢d mot vién dan bay dén, ban thing c6 t6i."

"Sean?" Rick nhiu nhiu may, "Anh dang tudng tirong minh thanh t6i sao?"
Pung vay, hién tai Rick 1a k7 thuat binh, ddm duong vi tri trudc ddy Vincent tirng lam.

"Khong phai, tf)i chi so hai g:émh tuong kia bién thanh su that." Sean ndm ban tay lai, khé dung vao nguc Rick, "Pi an comdi. Toi cam doan Iic an com
hai chiing ta déu la ngudi song."

Gidr phut ndy, Tién si Grey dang ngdi trude ban cong tac clia minh, quay bit mdy.
Ap khi ¢6 chut thap, 1ién ngay ca ban than bac si déu theo ban néing m ring minh.
Trude mit ong ta Ia Hawkins.

Tién si Grey nghiéng i, nit nhin vao hai nit y. Ma Hawkins lai hoi nang cim, anh niit bay ra mdt loai khong sao ca, hai nguoi quy di ma dbi dién
nhau.

"I‘hiéu Gy Hawkins, t0i biét mbi lan anh dén day, c4i gi ciing s& khong n6i, ¢6 diéu....... " Tién st Grey camtd gidy trong khong trén bang ghi chép hudéng
Ve phia y, "Toi phai dién mot it gi d6 1én day, cho nén t6i xin anh, ndi mdt chut gi di, du la cai gi déu duoc.”

"Vi dy nhur ndi cai gi?" Trong gian phong chi cé hai ngudi, thanh 4m ctia Hawkins din dan lanh xudng, ty 16 thun v6i nhiét d6 ctia Baghdad lic hoang
hon.

Tién si 1 Grey nham méit lai thé' dai, ding ngodn tay xinh dep ciia minh day day huyét thai dwong. Ong ta ddm d4nh cuoc, tat ca binh linh My & day déu trai
qua sy tra tAn v& mit tinh thin nm ngurdi binh thurong kho co thé vrot qua ndi, nhung c6 mot nguoi tuyet d6i khong, thi phéi la Howard Hawkins. Ngudi
nay lu6n lanh ling than nhién, 6ng ta khong nhin thay mot chit xao dong nao trong méty, y cting khong chan ghét xa hoi ndy, tuy réng phan lon linh My di
vao noi nay mot thoi gian déu bat du chan doi. D61 véi chuyén giét ngudi cung bi nguoi glet y cing khong c6 cam tuong gi, trong khi dai da s0 linh My
déu so minh khong thé song 101 di, hogc 1a ¢ trong dau khong ngimg nhd dén Kic minh nd stng giét ngudi hoic ic dong doi ctia minh chét di... Tat ca
nhirng thir niy, Hawkins déu khong co.

Tién sT Grey timg diéu tra thanh tich phé bom ctia y, mbi mt qua bom déu durge thio d thanh cong hogc kip nd thich déng, bén ghi chép I thyc hoan
my. Cho nén, y khién cho Tién si Grey vo clng to mo.

Howard Hawkins 2 mot ké dién cudng, ciing 3 mdt cai dim By im king.

"Néu t6i ndi, ong co thé cam doan trude ky danh gia tam Iy cudi thang s& khong lai goi toi dé:n céi van phong chét tigt ny nira?" Negon tay Hawkins gb
20 Ién tay vin ghé, miéng khe& nhéch 1én tua tiéu phi tiu, Tién si Grey bong nhién cam thay d6i phuong cé the trong nhay mt rinh xem duge ndi tim cta
ong ta.

"T6t, nhung t6i hy vong anh ndi tht." Tién si Grey lai gio' gio c4i bang trong rdng kia Ién.

Hawkins ngira dau vé phia sau, Tién s Grey chi ¢6 thé nhin théy mii, cim cting yét hau ctia y.

"Nhi¢m vy gin nht ctia toi d1en ra dém qua, mot tay linh My ngu ngoc bi phan quén trdi vao bomném vao toilet quan bar. Toi vira di vao, tén ngu ngoc
kia lién hudng toi ho to mudn t6i ciru hin, t6i nhin vé It ctia han lién mat hing thi théo bom Ngay khi t6i mudn roi khoi, tén kia tim ly toi, lyc tay rat
1on. Cho nén ti chi danh phai chém cho hin mdt quyén vao sau gay, khién hén bét tinh dil"

"Sau do?"

"Sau d¢6 t6i phat hién do la mbt qua bom hen gio, bén trén co mot dong hd dién tr, thoi gian biéu hién con ¢ 6 phit 27 giy. Cai vong bomkia ¢6 cach
céu tao rat thi vi, cho nén toi quyet dinh d& bo no, bat qua trude hét phai giai quyét my cai khoa kim loai trén ngudi héin, cho nén t6i tam roi khoi quan
bar lam cho bon ho tim cai kim dén rdi n6i sau.”

"Anh khing dinh qua bom kia s& khong nd manh trude e anh tim duroc kim?"

"Qua bomkia duong nhién c6 thé’né manh bét ctr ic ndo, boi vi ngudi sip dat qua bom nht dinh & bén ngoai quan bar theo ddi, néu tinh hudng khong
6n han s& kip n6 bom trude khi hét gio."

"Nhu vy anh con gu}{ét dinh di d& bo n6? Thiéu Gy Hawkins......" Tién si Grey khoanh tay trudc ngire, danh gia Hawkins, dang tiéc y van ngira du vé
phia sau, khong thé thay dugc anh mat y, "Anh khong so hii minh s& chét sao?"
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"Trén thue &, t6i cling mudn thir mot chit xem Jan ndy t6i co chét duoc hay khong," Trong giong n6i ctia Hawkins mang theo ¥ curdi nhur ¢6 nhur khong,
"Cai g tan binh vira mi tién vao tiéu to ctia toi khoe khoang rang han muon trd thanh ngurdi bao vé phia sau ung cua 61, cho nén t6i cho han co hoi di
chimg minh."

"Céi g tan binh...?" Tién si Grey budn cudi, vi sao Hawkins khong néi rd tén ctia “c4i g tan binh” kia 1 gi?

"PAy k& mdt canh bac cing liic ¢6 thé it cuoc hai thir. Toi ¢ cuoc xem ligu t0i c6 thé g5 bo qua bom trude khi ké khdng ché bom ¢ bén ngoai kich nd
nd hay khong, va ciing ca xem cai g tan binh kia c6 thé tim dugc ké khong ché bom trude khi qua bom phat nd hay khong,"

"Hawkins, anh ]éy tinh mang di thi nghi€ém xem “ga tan binh” kia c6 thé thue hién dugc hira hen cta minh hay khong sao?"

"Khi ddng ho hen gitr ctia qua bom dimg lai & gidy thir 26 ctia phit this 2, t0i mang no di ra, gai tin binh kia qua thyrc da tim dugc phén tir phén loan. Khi
t61 dua vao chinh minh gfy,duo'c bom, t6i rat dac y. Thé nhung khi céi gi kia ném chiéc dién thoai di dong cuia tay phan loan dén trudc miit t6i, toi nhin
thay dong chit “Gui tin nhan/ Yes - No’ trén man hinh."

"Cho nén néu khong c6 céi ‘g tan binh’ kia, ky that anh da bi bomnd chét. Tuy rang anh con sdng, nhung anh van dé tam dén chuyén céi ‘g tan binh’
kia da thang anh trong van cugc nay?"

"Khong, chuyén ndy néi nén ring so véi nhitng doi vién trude day c6 gia tri st dung, mi t0i cang co thé miic strc huong thy khoai cam khi pha bom."
Hawkins ning céi gay 1én khéi lung ghé dua, nhin thang vé phia Tién si Grey.

Y dimg Ién, day ghé dua ra, di vé phia ctra.
Tién si Grey goi y lai, "Anh c6 mudn biét danh gi4 ciia t6i vé anh khong?"

"Dién cudng, lanh ling, Ay minh am trung tam, khong am hiéu giao tiép, ké dan du vo trach nhiém, trir c4i d6 ra con c6 thém cai gi?" Hawkins nhin vé
phia 6ng ta.

"Cai anh can khong phai B mdt ngudi ¢6 thé gitp anh dugc méic stre huong thu khodi cam dia gion véi i thin, ma B mot ngudi biét g chéit Fy anh khi
anh muon nhay xuong vy tham."

"Khong ai c6 thé giit chit toi, bac si." Hawkins nd nu curdi, khoe miéng nhéch 1én lanh 1o tan khdc. Ctra déng lai, Tién si Grey khé nhuéng may.
"Ai nha, quén hoi anh ta ‘g tan binh’ kia i ai." Tién si Grey ty tay [t It chong tur liéu, thdy tén Sean, cudi khé mot tiéng,
Ngay hom sau, méi cho dén gjita trua, khi Rick dang cting Sean ngdi ¢ cira phong udng bia an vit, moi thiy Hawkins tir xa xa di toi.

Sean khong khoi lai mot Jan nita thira nhn than thé cta Hawkins can xtmg ma tao nhd, quin phyc chi cang tang thém da tinh ciing vé cuong dai cho y.
Khi bon ho ¢6 thé thay 15 y, Rick kéu Ién, "Nga, con tuwong rang ngay hdm nay c6 thé binh an trdi qua, vi cai gi lai c6 nhiém vy?"

"Boi vi mon dn ma phﬁn tir phan loan yéu nhét chinh I bom." Sean nhét ndt mhu banh mi vao miéng, chay chdm vé phia Hawkins.

Ba ngudi nhanh chéng ngdi vao chiéc Hummer quan dung, Hawkins van ngdi & bing sau, Rick phu trach sting my gin trén néc xe, va Sean phu trach li
Xe.

Xe chay & trén ng tur duong chen chiic, cho dil trén bién s6 xe c6 dimg ca chit A Rap, Durc va Anh viét rd rang: "T6i gan trong vong mdt trim mét lién
nod sting” , nhung I trén thyre € trurdie sau nguoi cach xe con khong dén nira mét!

Rick cudi cudi, "Néu hién tai bt ctr chiée xe ndo xung quanh cé chira bom, ching ta lién déu Ién thién duong ."

Hawkins qhéc chin s& khong n6i g, chi co Sean tiép 14, "Lay tbc d6 ctia ching ta bay gioy, ndi khong chimg doi dén khi tim dén noi, bom da muén nd,
chiing ta lién bot viéc ."

Xe that vét va chay dén ngi tur duong, lic ndy mot chiéc xe méu vang tir phia bén phai vong lai dy, nhim thing vé phia chiéc Hummer. Theo ban ning
Sean an chit tay I, rit ra sting luc bén héng, "Dung lai! Lap tirc!"
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O trén néc xe khdng ché sing méay Rick ciing hét Ion: "Dumg lai! Néu khong toi ban!"

L4i xe gidng nhur c4i gi ciing khong nghe thiy, van vot t6i chi con cach du chiéc Hummer ba mgt.

Trong nhdy miit Sean dua tay sing viron ra ngoai ctra s, mt vién dan déanh tring kinh chiéu hau bén trai ctia chiéc xe, mi xe ciing ding liic ngimg lai.
Trén dinh d4u Rick ciing quat, "Lui ra phia sau! Toi n6i anh Iui ra phia sau, khong nghe thiy sao!"

Sean c4n thin quan sat vé mit cta li xe, xung quanh vang Ién tiéng coi 6 t6 thiic giuc.

Léi xe Iui xe vé phia sau miy mét, thing dén khi dung vao chiéc xe phia sau moi ngimg lai duoc.

Bon phia mjt ménh tranh c&i Am i, nguwdi Iraq tya ho ddi véi viée linh My tham gia “dong gp” vao im ch tic tuyén duong von khong Ay gi am thong
thoang ctia Bangdad ma bat mén.

Nghe théy cira xe mo ra, Sean quay dau lai, thiy Hawkins xudng xe, trong tay con cam mdt khau stng luc nong 15 vién.
Y muén lam gi?

Chi thdy y dua tay Ién khong trung, lién iép bén ra ndm, sau phat, trong nhay niit khi tit ca moi ngudi nhin vao hén, thé giéi bién thanh im king vo cing,
trr bo tiéng vong clia khau sing.

Sau d6, y ding giong A Rap cuc ky lanh king n uu loét 16n tiéng néi: "Gitt im king hodc I di gap Péng tdi cao ciia cac nguwoil"

Sean d¢ Ién tran minh, hanh vi cia Hawkins khong thé nghi ngd 14 v6 ciing d khiéu khich, néu frong s0 nhimg nguoi nay that sy c6 mjt bom cuong, bon
ho nhét dinh phéi chét hét! Chi can 6 mit phén tir phén loan mang theo stng, bon ho ciing chét dinh rdi! Néu c6 mdt nguoi dan Iraq ndo ciing gidng ho,
bi vay trong 4p Ic trurong ky va quyét dinh khong can tiép tuc nhin nai, bon ho ciing ¢6 c6 thé chét chéc rdil

May mén I, tit ca nhitng chuyén nay déu khong phat sinh.

Hawkins giit sing tré lai bén hong, limg thitng di t6i trude mii xe.

Tét ca xe déu ngimg dong co, tra hd ca thé giéi boi viy mi ngimg lai.

Clra chiéc xe 0 t0 mau vang mo ra, mot ngudi dan ban xir dat hai tay & sau du, vé mit cuc ky s¢ hai, miéng ham ham ho hd n6i nhitng 101 Sean nghe
khong hiéu.

Hawkins mubn di dén, Sean xubng xe tim ly y, "Ding dén do!"

"Ly do?"

"Nhin banh sau xe hin, ap luc phai chiu ning hon so voi lép xe binh thudng nhiéu Bm, trong xe hén nhit dinh ¢6 cai full

Hawkins nghiéng d4u vé phia sau nhin Sean, "Biing vay, vira rdi hin ndi ¢6 ngudi bt coc con hin, bude héin phai danh xe dén ngin tré ching ta."

"Cho nén trén xe kia c6 bom?" Tr4i tim Sean cing thing, khoang céch that s qua gin, néu bom thire sw phat nd, noi ny déu i xe, ban kinh hai trim
mét chi so s€ bi tac bay!

"C6 1&." Hawkins déy ban tay ctia Sean ra, "Cho nén hién tai t6i di tham do."

"Hey, hey! Anh ban, mubn chay di dau!" Trén ndc xe Hummer, Rick kéu to, Hawkins nhin lai, chi théy 14 xe hét hoang chay xa .

Sean ning thdm mot cAu Khdn kiép, nging dau nhin Rick noi, "Mang theo sting ctia cau di, 1én ting thurdng ciia toa nha kia dé phong!"

"Vi sao mudn t6i di xa nhur vAy?" Rick r0i khoi dinh xe, 6m stng di ra.

"Bdi vi t6i khong mudn tiéu ddi ctia ching ta dén cudi cing chiu canh ‘toan quén bj dit’!" Sean ghim sting, tim miit ddo qua xung quanh chiéc xe, cing
voi ban cong ctia nhitng ngdi nha ¢ hai bén ngd tur dudng dang chit nich ngudi vay xem C9 [ theo mdt goc d6 nao d6 ma nodi, ngudi My hén 1a nén hdm
m0) nhiing ngudi ndy, bdi vi khdng ¢d ngudi My nao ding mdt thai d§ “tich cuc” nhu vay di xem linh My gd bom.

Hawkins di toi phia sau ﬂlimg Xe, y cflng khéng vO1 vd md nd ra, ma léy ra mit vat cing dai nhé gi d6, doc theo khe hd chdm rai tim mdt vong, thir xem
canh ctra ctng thing xe cé gan day dan n6 hay khong,

Xac nhan xong, Hawkins mdi mo ctra thung xe ra.

Sean ghim stng, than thé thong tha quay tron, mot vai lai xe da di ra khoi xe, phia bén phai dudng xe chay co mot chiéc b lach minh di, rdi dén chiég
thir hai, chiéc thir ba... giao thong lai bat dau lru dong, duong nhur da khong ai d€ y dén chiéc xe dung & gitia ngd tu nay chira cai gi, thdm chi co thé 1a
bom



"Hawkins, trong xe chira cai gi?"" Sean thim khin cau Thwong D¢, dang tiéc noi nay cach Thién dudng thit syt rit xa.
"Bom." Hawkins tra 11 thurc ngfin gon, y di vé phia chiéc Hummer, chuén bi iy cong cu.
"C6 thé kip nd khong?"

Hawkins huéng vé phia Sean né nu cudi, nhung trong anh miét y khong c6 bt cir cam xtic g, y ding cam y bao anh dén gn thing xe, "Cau cam thiy co
thé kip n6 khong?"

"Chiing ta dén noi an toan trude, chd quan doanh phéi nguoi dén “rira sach’ hién trudng rdi g& bom khéng duoc sao?"
"Néu chd bom niy phat nd, noi ddy s& trd thanh phim Hollywood." Nhiing 1i ndy nghe khong ra Hawkins dang noi thit hay i dang n6i gion.

"Anh lai khong mic trang phuc phong ho?" Hong sting ctia Sean chi vé phia mot ngudi dan 6ng trung nién dang nhin vé phia ho qua cira kinh phia bén kia
duong,

Tir trong bd dam chi nghe thiy Hawkins kh& hir mot tiéng, Sean hiéu durgc ¥ tir ctia y, néu bom phét nd, cho dit méic trang phuc phong hé ho ciing kho
co the thoat khéi vong tay am ap cua Thugng Be.

Nhung khong biét vi sao, trai tim Sean bdng tram xudng, cho dii mbi ln gip nhiém vu thin kinh anh déu thire khin tnrong,

"Rick, c¢6 phat hién ké kha nghi hay khong?"

"Khong " Rick dimg mdt chit, "Sean, anh dang thirc cing thing?"

"Sao lai néi vay?" Sean cing Rick n6i chuyén, nhung tm méit van khong c6 roi di gian ctra hang phia bén kia duong,

"Ho hip ctia anh rit ning, Ian trude khi anh & sau quan bar bét duoc ké phan loan ciing cang thing nhur vay sao?"

"Khong, béi vi in d6 t6i biét bon ho & ngay quanh déy." Nhung lic ndy anh khong biét bon ho ¢6 day hay khong, hoac 1 bon ho 4n np & dau.
Trong 6ng nghe truyén dén thanh am 16i kéo gi d6, han b Hawkins dang kiém tra bom.

"Lai day nhin xem, Trung si Elvis." Thanh 4m ctia Hawkins truyén dén qua bo dam, Sean c¢6 chiit kinh ngac, anh nghi dén kiép sau anh ciing khong ¢6 co
hdi cting Hawkins tro chuyén qua b dam.

"Thuc xin 11, nhiém vu ctia 161 i d& phong an toan cho anh."

"Néu ké phéan loan & gin dy, chi cin nd mot phat sting vao thing xe, di vt ctia ching ta s€ duoc dat ¢ trong ruong vén vé& M, cong thém mot 4 qudc
ky." Ngit di€u ctia Hawkins thuc vitng vang, binh tinh dén noi lam cho day than kinh ctia nguroi ta déu phat dau.

Sean biét anh han Ja phai tuan thi nghiém nggit cwrong vi, "Mt khi da nhur vay, hién tai ching ta lién rit hui."

"T6i dém dén ba, néu cau khong lai day, t6i p tirc kip nd."

Sean cin ring, trong dng nghe truyén dén thanh 4m ciia Rick, "Lam theo 161 anh ta di, bang khong anh ta s& kip nd bom that su!"
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"Fuck!" Sean dem sting deo én trén hng, di vé& phia Hawkins, "Tot nhét anh nén c6 mot céi 1y do hoan mfy, néu khong t6i s& ban viy dau ciia anh mic ké
anh [a doi truong hay chuyén gia pha bom sting s6 ¢d nao!"

Hawkins chi cam hai tay trong tlii quan, cti dAu nhin chidm chi vio trong thing xe, khi Sean nhin thay bom trin day mdt thing xe, anh ngdy ngin ca
nguoi. Sau dé anh tim chat lay Hawkins, "Ching ta lap tire 101 di! Ngay hién tai!"

Hawkins lai cAm By ¢b tay anh, Iuc dao kinh nguoi, "Khong, ching ta phéi d& bo miy thir nay."

Sean hit tay Hawkins ra, trong xe ddy day dzic nhimg cai hop thiéc, xung quanh quin vo s6 day dan, khong cin nghif ciing biét ddy i bom dién tir, hon
nira uy luc kinh nguroi.
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"Thiéu ty Hawkins, t6i méic ké anh suy nghi céi g, anh 1 di truong cta ching t6i, nhiém vy ctia anh khong chi la pha bom, 16 con la dua ra quyét dinh
chinh xac d€ 61 cling Rick con song trd lai quan doanh!" Sean thé, anh rat muon hung hing nén cho Hawkins mdt trén.

Anh mit séc bén ctia ddi phurong nhin thing lai anh, "Hién tai cau rat mudn danh toi."

"Diing vay!"

"Hey hey! Cac anh em! Pimg bt ddu ndi chién!" Giong Rick truyén dén qua bo dam

Hawkins 3m nhur khong nghe thiy gi ca, "Cau rat mudn p tirc 10i xa khoi toi, dimg & mdt noi an toan xem t6i bi bom tac bay 1én troi."

"Bing viy!" Sean cén rang, anh khong rd cai gil méit mili khong chit bicu tinh niy vi sao ¢4 thé dodn tring y nghi ctia minh, dwong nhién y tuéng cta anh
0 trong tinh huong nay qua that cling khong khé doan tring,

"Cau dang nghi vi sao t0i lai biét cAu nghi gi." Hawkins nghiéng nghiéng dau, nira khudn niit bj béng ram cia xe che khudt, tdi tam twa hd ¢6 thir gi d6
sap pha tan u amma nhdy ra.

“Tai sao?"

"Béi vi t6i timg tham gia khoa hudn luyén phan doan tim Iy qua nét mit ctia CIA, suy nghif ctia cAu hét thay déu viét trén mét clia cau."

Sean hit mot hoi.

"Hién tai c4u tinh tao lai, quyét dinh clng t6i cing nhau d& b ching n6." (Ta cam thay ta ciing mudn hung hang dap Hawkins mdt trin!=.=)

"Ding véy." Sean qua thyc phan no, loai phan nd ny khong ngimg sau séc theo thoi gian anh ¢ chung d6i voi Hawkins. Nhung anh hiéu rét r3, néu anh
khong thé ap ché loai phAn nd ndy, anh s& phai tra i bang tinh mang ctia minh. Anh hiéu rét 13, anh khong thé thay d6i Hawkins, dleu duy nhit anh c6
thé 1am chinh | phuyc ting cdi ke dién kia. Nhu thé nhan ménh, Sean thd dai mdt hoi, ciing ngd dau vao, ngdn tay thun thuc clng cén than ln tim
phurong hudng tiép ndi cta céc day dan, sau d6 16i ra mot soi kha mong manh, n6i, "Toi doan déy 1a day kip nd chinh, ching ta can tim trang bi kip nd."
Hawkins dirng mdt bén, lic nay Sean moi phat gidc thit y nhin khdng phai bom trong xe, ma Ia khuén miit nghiéng ctia anh.

"C vn dé gi khong, Thiéu tty Hawkins?" Sean khong thich anh mit y, thir anh it khong thém che gidu khi phach xam hge, nhur thé y dang thi thiim
do xem gioi hap ctia anh ¢ noi ndo, anh ¢ bao nhiéu nang luc, thAm chi Sean con cam thay duoc Hawkins dang tra tan anh, nhin xem khi ndo thi anh moi
6 thé hong mat.

"Nhu vy dan dudng trang bi ¢ thé & dau?" Hawkins van giit nguyén bo dang khong hé ¢ tinh toan dong thi

Sean di dén trude mat y, tho bao 161 kéo cai tlii ctia y, tinh toan léiy xuéng toan bd cong cu.

Boi vi dong tac manh bao, gd mi Sean co qua chop miii Hawkins, nhay it éy’cé hai ngudi déu co cam giac thue vi dicu, gidng nhur ho hip déu ngung
két lai. Bdng nhién vao lic d6 ban tay d6i phurong dé 1én thit eng anh, Sean mét kién nhén, "Anh lai lim sao vay, Thiéu ty Hawkins!"

"Cau chua c6i khuy tii." Hawkins nhin Sean dang dan mit di kién nhan, khong nhanh khéng chim noi.
"Fuck!" Sean md khuy tiii, dem cong cu iy xudng, sau d6 ngd dau vao trong budng li ctia xe, trong chc It xoay ngudi ding strc md cira xe, chui vio.
"Lam sao vay? Sean?" Thanh 4m ctia Rick truyén dén.

"Roi khoi vi tri ciia chiing ti cang xa cang tt! Lic bi bom tac bay Ién trdi t6i khong mudn kéo cau theo cing." Sean canh céo Rick tiép tuc doi ¢ noi an
toan.

Sean c6 thé cam thay Hawkins di t6i canh cira, nhin anh. Sean Iy dao gam, roat mt tiéng cat tung tat ca ghé ngdi, thé bao xé md I6p da boc ngoai, 1bi
dam dém bong bén trong ra, dang ticc cai gi déu khong co.

"Darm it! Khong & noi nay!" Sean tir sau xe toa di i ra, Ngay sau d6 khong hru tinh chit ndo dia rét ra tién xe tda, loang xoang dia ngdi vao di giéng
nhu ude gi xtic dong bom hao dua bon ho hai cai cing nhau tac In troi.

"Sean? Anh lim sao vay?" Tiéng Rick lai truyén dén.

"Cam miéng!" Sean iy cong cu, dem tay 1i g& xudng, bén trong van khong c6 day dan.

"Sean, cAu dd mit tinh tdo." Hawkins di dén, ngon tay gd 0 Ién cira kinh xe,.

Gibng nhur Sean md6i 1 dira tré ¢ tinh gy swr, ma Hawkins ngwoc lai trds thanh ngudi tinh tao nhét.

"Tinh tao! Anh con ddm & day ban luan chuyén tinh téo i ti! Chéing phai anh mudn t6i cling chét voi anh hay sao? Vi cai cam gidc hung phan chét tiét



ctia anh!" Sean rit gio, tiéng rén ri ciia Rick truyén dén qua dng nghe, duong nhur 16 tai cau ta sap diéc, may ma Hawkins di somkéo 6ng nghe xuéng
khoi tai minh.

"A? La loai cam gidc hung phén nao?" Hawkins hoi hoi nging mit 1én, 4nh méit nhin théing v& phia Sean, khoe mbi khé cong Ién lai lim cho nguoi ta lién
tudng dén mot loat tir nglr ti€u cuc, vi du nhu khinh mi€t, ngao man, trao phing, lanh king.......

Sean di ra khoi xe, loang xodng dong lai cénh cira, ca chiéc xe phét ra tiéng rung, "Anh thich cam nhan khoéi cam v tan dugc dén gan tir thin, nhung toi
khong thich! Anh c6 thé khdng deo day an toan ma nhdy xudng tir san thugng building! V6 ludn nhu thé ndo ciing duge... chi can khong lién luy dén
nguoi khac!"

"Cau dang ndi dien, Sean." Thanh am ctia Hawkins thure binh tinh, thé gi6i dang déo nguoc lai, ddy 1 Hawkins dang bao dung Sean, ma khong phai
Sean budc chat than kinh dén chiu Hawkins.

"Bing, t6i dién rdi, boi vi doi trrdng cia t6i ciing | mdt thing dién!" RAt xa, Rick roi khoi mai nha, chay vé phia bon ho.
Hawkins mang éng nghe [én tai, lanh ling néi, "Rick, trd lai vi tri"
Rick ngAn ngudi, nhung cau ta thye nghe 1oi Hawkins, cudi clng van ghim stng chay vé chd cil

Sean nhAc tay dé Ay hai mt, khi lai m6 ra, Hawkins thé nhung dang diing hai tay nang it anh lén, iy mdt loai khi e kho c6 thé khéng bt bude Sean
nhin vao trong mat y.

"Tinh tdo lai, Trung si Sean Elvis." Anh mét Hawkins thue binh finh, ¢6 mot loai lim cho ngudi ta sa vao trong dd, vo luan cé bao nhiéu Iira gidn cling oan
hén, tura ho tién nhdp vao trong mat y lien bién mat vo tung .

Tim dap khoi phuc tiét thu, Sean diéu chinh ho hip ctia minh.
"T6i thyre chan ghét anh!"

"Toi biét, Trung si Elvis. Khi anh dén trudc mt 101 béo danh, diéu d6 cling da bicu hién ra ngoai." Mt Hawkins céch Sean rét gin, gan dén ndi ho hip
ctia y cting hoi thd ctia Sean ¢t nhu vay giao trién cing mdt cho.

"Toi khong nghi boi vi ngudi nhur anh ma bién thanh ké dién."

"Trén thyc té than [ mot bo doi diic ching tur nguyén thinh diéu dén EOD, Trung si Elvis, anh da cach ké dién khong xa." Lan d4u tién Hawkins ni voi
Sean mdt cau dai nhu vay.

"Bubng."

"Toi ¢6 thé, Sean." Hawkins nghiéng miat, chop mil y gtlng Sean hinh thanh mdt goc do nhét dinh, mdt gidy d6 Sean c6 mdt loai 4o giac minh s€ biy hon,
"T61 s& khong di gd nhitng qua bom t6i khong nam chac."

Sean hit mdt hoi, hit ban tay Hawkins xudng, "Tiép theo anh dinh m nhur thé nio." Hén dem tti cong cu dép tra lai cho Hawkins.

"Cau cam thiy kip nd ¢6 thé din dén dau. Pong co?" Hawkins hoi, thanh 4m cla y clng nhéc, tim tinh ctia Sean theo ngit diéu cta y chuyén dan binh
tinh, giong nhu mdt cuc da nho wira roi vao trong hd nurde, khe vang 1én mot tiéng roi tir tir chim nghim

"Khong c6 kha niing, néu nbi voi dong co, ga kia khi 1ai xe da bi tac chét."

"Cn gat nuréc?"

Sean thir dem cin gat nurde 16i ra, nhung van khong c6 tim duoc soi ddy dan, "Khong phai can gat nude."
"0 CD."

Sean nd ny cudi, ta hd nghe thdy chuyén gi vo van, "Trén xe khong 6 CD."

Anh nging dAu, phét hién Hawkins dang nhin minh, c4i logi 4nh it nayy rét déic thi, chi khi y g& bom anh mdi gip 4nh mit y nhu vy, theo ban néing,
Sean nhay mit tat di nu cuoi

"Vi sao khong cudi. Cau cudi lén rat tot xem." Loi khich 16 tir miéng Hawkins thot ra nhur thé ndo déu lim cho nguoi ta khong thich img dugc.
"Ngudi anh em, ching ta g bom." Sean hit mot hoi, twa hd lai nghi t6i c4i gi, "Bon ho c6 thé nghe dai radio........"
Vi thé anh cAm ]éy cong cy, that cAn thin m& bd phén radio ra.

"Chammdt chitt, Sean." Hawkins dua ctra xe nhe giong ndi.



M hoi theo tran Sean chay xubng, ban tay Hawkins tién vao, ngén tay xet qua nhimg giot md hoi 4y.
"Tim durge 1di!" Sean theo mdt dbng dudng day 16i ra mbt cai thiét bi kip nd, "Dbi anh til"

Hawkins tiép nhén cong cy, ngdi xudng. Sean ding & bén canh xe, ding mil quat mat, trdi tim anh lic nay nha thyc manh, giéng nhu phai nhay vot ra
khoi long nguc.

Thing dén khi Hawkins nim kip nd di ra, Sean cam thiy hom nay dién cudng dén budn cuoi.
"t’s done." Ngit khi ctia Hawkins tyra hé mudn néi Sean khong dii binh tinh, hét thay déu chi la mot bita in sang ma thoi.

Bomdurge g bo thanh cong, Rick bao vé tong b, s& c6 tieu doi phu tréch lai dy dem bom van chuyen dén ving ngoai 6 xir 1. Ma nhigm vy trude d6
ctia bon ho cling da dugce giao cho mdt tieu ddi khac, bon ho co thé truc ti€p 1ai xe quay vé quan doanh.

Trong xe thirc im king, Rick 14 xe, Sean ngdi & pho lai khong néi 1o ndo, khong khi niing né dén im cho ngudi ta kho chiu.
"Hey, chiing ta lai song qua nira ngdy, c6 I& budi chiéu ciing s& khong c6 nhiém vy ."

"An." Sean nhim m¥ét lai, nhe nhang Ién tiéng,

Rick con néi gi d6 nira, sau d6 ty minh cuoi, phat hién khong ai dap lai, cdu ta cling chi danh an tinh lai.

Trd lai quan doanh, Sean mo clra xe bude ra ngoai.

"Sean! Anh quay vé ky tiic xa sa0o?"

"Khong —— T6i di gip bac sitam y!"

Nhung trén thyc t&, Sean di dén trude cira phong Tién si Grey, hit mot hoi, cudi cing van quyét dinh trd lai phong minh, theo ngin kéo Iy ra gidy bit,
bat dau viet bao cdo.

Viét duoc miy hang, anh lai vo gidy thanh mot cuc, ném xudng dit. Khong lau sau, lai tiép tuc viét, wdc chimg duoc hon mdt ngin chita, anh budng but,
tho hét ra mt hoi.

Diing vdy, anh dén EOD 1 tir nguyén, nhung diéu ndy ciing khong dong nghiia v6i viéc anh mudn chét.

Camto gidy kia, Sean mo cira, khong ngd nhin thiy Hawkins dira vao tudng, tua hd chd anh da u .

Sean ciing khéng mubn n6i chuyén v01 ¥, lam nhu khong phat hién, dang mudn di qua, dbi phurong viron tay mudn bt iy anh. Sean von d nghen day
mdt bung tirc gian, lic ndy mot tay nim Ay ¢d tay Hawkins, mot tay kia 4p 1én b vai y, nhung anh van lin khong ngd, thin thi ciia Hawkins tuyét doi
khong dudi Andrew, phan tmg nhanh chéng, dong tac tan nhan.

Y gp hung, tréanh thoat Sean tap kich, tay kia thi ném ctmg lay dong mach c6 tay Sean, buc anh budng tay, sau d6 manh mé ché ngy ba vai Sean, dé
anh lai trén tuong,

"Sean." Hawkins goi tén anh, dam bac nhung d6 dmda tang lén.

Khi con & d6i diic cong, Sean ciing trai qua khong it thét bai, cho nén ddi véi viéc minh khong phai 1 ddi thii ctia Hawkins ciing khong phai thue tire
an, "Anh han nén goi t6i 1a Trung si Elvis, giong trurde day."

"Sean." Hawkins dé thép giong ndi, twra hd cho Sean biét y quyét dinh chi goi tén ctia anh ma khong phéi ho, "Cau mudn giri bao céo xin thuyén chuyén
khoi tiéu doi cua t6i phai khong?"

"Chang phai anh ¢6 thé nhan ra moi y nghil ciia t6i tir trén mit hay sa0?" Sean khong e dé, nhin thing vio hai mét Hawkins.
"T6i ¢6 thé tra 101 cau, khong - thé - nao!"
Ban dang doc truyén Sach Dan Tinh Anh dugce tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 10

"Céi gi khong thé nao?" Sean gidly dua, nghiéng ngudi da vé phia Hawkins, d6i phurong thé nhung budng 1ong vai anh, mot tay 6m Ay chan anh, dura anh
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dimg 1én, tur thé ndy tira nhur nam dién vién 6m Iy nir dién vién trong phim tinh cam, chi con kém anh ngang dau 1én d6n hon.

Piéu ndy lim cho Sean cang thém vt gidn, anh biét néu minh tinh tao lai, Hawkins khong c6 kha ning d& dang khéng ché duoc anh nhur thé.

"Boi vi t6i mudn ¢6 cau."

"Y ctia anh la cho di t6i ¢6 giri don & nghi cho thi trudng cii cta t6i & don vj dic nhigm ciing khong thé duoc triéu hoi?" Sean cam thy dugc hanh
dong lic nay ctia Hawkins chang nhitng qua tu phuma con thue kho hi€u. Homnay anh da thé hién sy chong d6i ménh Iénh cuia Hawkins, theo dao Iy
Hawkins hén phai “quét rac’ anh ra khoi ti€u doi.

"Vinh vién khong thé ndo." Khoe miéng ctia Hawkins c6 mot chit turoi cudi, khong phai lanh nhur bang nhung ngudi khac tuyét dbi kho c6 thé phat hién.
Sean cudi lanh, tir tir nAng tay tiép tuc danh Ién mit Hawkins, y khong tranh, nhung rdt cuc budng long tay ra.

"Trtr khi ti chét, dung khong?" Ly lai duwoc tir do, Sean véi vao tiii 4o Ay ra I thur xin thuyén chuyén, ban tay nim chit cing

"Khong, I trir khi t0i chét." Hawkins khong dém xia gi dén go mé bj dim triing ctia minh, "Cau c6 thé thir d¢ trinh n6 kén cAp trén, v0 luan ciu viét bao
nhiéu don, ciu s& van phai ¢ lai tieu ddi cua toi!"

Sean nhin theo bong Hawkins roi di, bong nhién c6 chit dé khéc dé cuoi.

Hawkins r6t cudc thich thii diém ndo nhit & anh dé phéi béng moi cach bude anh & lai? B6i vi anh dén tir don vi diic nhigm, thén thii rét cao? Thoi di,
thén thii cua y cling khong phai thip, hon nita trong doanh trai ngudi duoc chiu qua huan luyén khong phéi la it di? Boi vi hom nay anh da chong doi y?
Vay dugc 161, vé sau Sean Elvis phong chirng khong ¢ ngay lanh qua.

Sean budn byc tré lai trong phong minh, ndim & trén girdng nhin trdn nha ma ngin nguwoi.

Rick mang theo bia, mo cira, ctra von khong khoa, "Hey, Sean. Nghe d6i kip nd noi hom nay khi xe bom kia phat n tham chi khong dé lai ca bui cat!"
"Vay sao?" Sean nhot nhat dép.

"Con tirc gidn chuyén Hawkins sao?" Rick dit bia 1én ban, nhin thy béo c4o xin thuyén chuyén ctia anh, sau d6 trim méc .

Sean nghi cau ta s& ndi gi d6, nhung Rick lai chi Eing king ubng bia mdt minh.

"Sao khong n6i 1 na0?" Sean liéc nhin c4u ta.

"N6i gi? Néu anh c6 thé dugc triéu hoi vé don vi dic nhiém ciing t6t im a, noi ndy i dia nguc."

Sean vuron tay, "Bem bia cho t6i di, Hawkins noi t6i khong thé nao bi thuyén chuyén khoi tiéu doi ciia anh ta."

Rick cuoi khé mit ﬁéng, dembia dua qua, "Néu anh ta ndi nhu vay, vy anh qua that khong di dugc."”

"Visao?"

"Nghe ndi thoi." Rick gio chai bia Ién, "Cha ctia Hawkins latrung tu6ng khong quén, ong ni la quan chirc quan trong ctia B qudc phong, vé phan me
cua anh ta...... Nghe noi dén tir mot dai the gia budn ban quan hoa*. Néi cach khdc, tuy rang anh ta khong lam quan to, nhung & quin doanh nhitng gi
anh ta nuon cap trén déu phai thda min. Anh ta khong muon, cap trén s€ lam cho nguoi kia cut that xa." (* Vii khi cho quan doi)

"Qua that Ia © nghe noi ’,’néu anh ta c6 bdi canh nhur viy da sém ¢ trong quan nhu ca gip nude, sao con c6 thé dén Baghdad, lai a EOD “Trai tap trung
tr vong *?" Sean cam thay durgc nhitng gi Rick vira néi qua thyre vo cén cir.

"Sean, khong phai mbi ngudi déu thich ¢ nha hirdng thy an nhan, hudng chi nhur 1 mot ké dién nhu Hawkins?"
Tuy ring Sean khong cho 1o Rick n6i 1 ding, nhung cau "Ké dién" van 1 thyc ding y anh.
Lic ndy, Hawkins ngdi & trude ban am viée, Ay ra di dong goi dén mot day so, "Toi i Howard Hawkins, cho i gap Trung tudéng Hawkins."

Ba muoi gidy sau, du bén kia di¢n thoai ¢ thanh 4m vang Ién, "Howard, anh goi dién thoai cho cha chimg t6 cudi cling ciing da biét can phéi tré vé hay
sao? Noi di, muon dén don vi ndo, cha giip anh sap x€p." (Ong bo nay dung 12 truc tiep!==)

Khoée miéng ctia Hawkins 16 ra mdt ny cudi trao phing, y mén mé thudng thire bd phén kip nd vira méi thdo xudng khoi xe bom, "Montero James &
Baghdad."

"Anh néi cai gi—"



"Con n6i Montero James ¢ Baghdad, hon ni¥a con gitip quan phan loan ché tao bom, hom nay khi con g kip nd, bén trén ¢6 chit ky ciia hén." Hawkins
gac chan 1én, nhan nha chd doi phan Gmg ctia dau bén kia dién thoai.

"Anh lap tirc tr& vé cho il Cut vé My ngay lap tire!!1"
"Ching ta da c6 thoa thuan, néu con khong mé miéng néi mudn trd vé, cha ciing khong thé bude con trd vé, bd gia!"
"Khén kiép! Céi tén dién rd James kia cin ban khong can gia nhap trin doanh ctia phe nio, hin chi thich ngdi xem bom nd manh ma thoi!"

"Cha c6 thé phai dén cho héan mot bac sitim Iy, ching han nhur 1 Tién si Grey. Con s& khong trd v&, cha ciing khong mudn con dem cin cir khéng quén
ctia cha dén thi nghiém bom ctia con ding khong?"

"Howard!"

"Nga, quén n6i, khong chi co James 14 ke dién, con ciing la nguoi dién." Hawkins ctip dién thoai, rd rang tit ngudn dién thoai di dong, sau d6 nim trén
giurong, tay so loan khép trong ngén t dau grong mdi phat hién thuoe 14 da hét sach.

Y 10i khoi ky tiic x4, mudn mua mdt gbi thude 4. Cach d6 khong xa, trén san bong 16, vai ngudi dang choi bong,
Rick cling Sean ngdi & bén san, hut thude, mdi khi cau chua di dén dich, s& phat ra 4m thanh tiéc nudi.

Trén san, anh chang Sniper cao to hudng vé phia Sean ra hiéu, muén anh cAm miéng. Sean ciing d4p 1€ bang mot dong tac day khinh bi cho anh ta, sau
d6 ha ha nd nu cudi, phan hung ran chac chan dong,

Khi Sean dang cuoi dén hing say, Rick Ay khuyu tay huych anh,
"Lam gi?" Sean nghiéng dau nhin theo tAm mit ctia Rick, moi phat giac ra Hawkins da ngdi yén n bén canh minh tir Kic ndo.

Rick nhirdng nhudng dudi Iong may, y 1 khong nghi t6i Hawkins & t6i ngdi & bén canh bon ho. Sean dang mudn dmg ddy, lai bi Hawkins gio tay kéo
lai.

"Bem bao thudc ctia cau cho 161" (Cudp boc tring tron!)

Sean hir mifi, dem bao thude trong tii 40 ném vao trong long Hawkins. Anh lai dung day, Hawkins lai kéo anh lai.
"Chuyén gi, Sir?"

"Khong c6 hra."

Trén tran Sean, gin xanh dél{ nbéy thinh thich, nhung anh ¢ ging nhin nhin, ding 4m thanh v6 cting nhe nhang ma ndi, "Ngai c6 thé Ay mot cai kinh ip
lai day, nham ngay mat troi d€ lay ra."

""T61 khong c6 kinh lip." Cau tra 101 cia Hawkins lam cho Rick & mt bén quan sat “chién sy” khdng nin duoc bat cudi khe.
Sean trimg mit liéc cau ta mot c4i, Iy bat lira trong tii ciing ném cho Hawkins, "Sir, ngai con can gi nita khong?"

Nhin vé niit ctia anh ai ciing déu biét anh dang bat miin ddi voi Hawkins.

"Dt lira." Hawkins kep mot diéu thudc gitta hai ngon tay, dura toi trudc mit Sean.

Sean nhdm mit lai, anh biét minh c6 tirc gian dén bc chay ciing khong c6 tac dung gi, boi vi Hawkins can ban khong dem anh dé vao mét. Cho y chim
thudce xong, Sean lién xoay nguoi ly khai.

"Sean." Hawkins hiit mjt ngum, lic ban dAu, Hawkins goi anh 14 "Elvis" hodc 13" Trung si Elvis", tura ho bt dau tir e d& bo xe 6 t6 bom, y goianh Ia
Hseanﬂ .

”Chllyén g‘l? "

"Toi nghi cin phai nhic nhé ciu, ching ta | mdt tiéu t6, néu trong long cAu van mang tim Iy phén nghich ddi voi i, ngudi chét c6 thé khong cir 1 ai
trong hai ching ta, con cd c¢6 thé 1a Rick." (Cha me ci nhau, cha dem conra doa! ==

Tréi tim Sean tram xubng. Anh bit tm tinh ctia minh i nity khong on dinh, néu lai ¢6 nhigm vy, anh s& dem ca tiéu to dt vao cira tir. Tuy rang anh
khong hai long Hawkins, nhung anh s€ khong quén minh van la mt ngudi quan nhan.

"Toi biét."

"Biét vo ich, quan trong i cdu c6 thé im duoc hay khong "



"T6i c6 thé lam duoc."
"Nhur vay 1 t6t nhit." Hawkins noi xong, lién ding ddy, "Cau theo toi di mot chut."
Sean di theo , Rick hirdng vé phia anh cudi cudi, "Bi thoi, Sean, t6i s& ndi cho anh doi ctia Sniper théing hay khong,"

bi theo sau Hawkins, Sean ¢6 chut to mo, boi vi anh cung Hawkins can ban Ia ngudi 6 hai thé gioi khéc nhau, anh trdng twong khong ra Hawkins ¢6
chuyén gi can néi véi anh.

Py cira vao, Hawkins tity ¥ chi chi chiéc ghé dira d6i dién ban lam viée, Sean 161 ghé ra, ngdi Ién.

Hawkins 10i ra mdt cai hop tir dui gim giwong, dem nd loang xoang it 1én ban, sau d6 mang theo diéu thude hit mot ngum, khoi thude et qua khuon
mit y, thin bi ma ndi lém

"Anh thu thip thiét bi kip n6?" Sean thy thir nim trong hop, trong long khong khoi cang xac dinh Hawkins la mot ke dién. C6 g pha bomnao lai cht
chira mot d6ng linh kién bom da pha, con diit & dudi giudng, y ¢6 thé ngi dugc sao?

"T6i van ngi." Khoe miéng Hawkins hoi hoi cong Ién, lic néy Sean mdi nhé t6i ngudi ndy c6 théi quen xem vé mit nguoi khac doan nguoi khac y tudng,
"Cau nhin k¥ may cai linh kién nay xem"

Sean cam ly ching, timg budc timg bude kiém tra, "Montero?" O trén mbi mot linh kién, c6 khi i dao khéc, c6 khi 1 ding bit ky tén viét, "Montero"
cai tén nay thoat nhin ta nhur nhin hiéu cua nhitng qua bom

"Bing, chinh A Montero, ké ché tao ra nhimg qua bom nay. L “ngudi quen” cii ctlia toi & Ap-ga-ni-xtan."

"Hzin ché tao bom, sau d6 anh g& bom?" Sean hir mot tiéng,

"Dung vay."

"Hién tai héin theo Ap-ga-ni-xtan dén Irag..... dimg n6i cho toi.... | vi anh?"

"T6i khong biét."

"Hai ngudi that sy 1 troi sinh mdt doi ¢ ké dién ”." Sean bop bop tran minh,"Anh cho t6i xem méy thir nay dé lam gi?"

"Nigay tir Jin dau tién cau gip t6i, cAu di ndi rang ciu s& trd thanh phia sau hrng ca toi. Hira hen ctia cu c6 thé am duoc hay khong?"
Sean nhin y, mudn tir trong mét y thdy cang nhiéu.

Nhung moi cam xiic ctia Hawkins déu da duoc phong toa.

"T6i ¢6 thé." Sean it dau, ddy 1 mot 1o hira ctia mdt ngudi linh d6i voi chién hiru, "Nhung liéu anh ¢6 thé dem Iy tri ra dé quyét dinh trude khi im
viec?"

Hawkins né nu curdi, mit ciing cong thanh mdt dwong cong dai va hep, "Sean, cau mudn thing dwoc mot ké dién, cau s& phai cang dién cudng hon so
Vv6i hin."

”Y anh 13, mudn thing dugc Montero, anh nhit dinh phai so v6i hiin cang gidng mot ké dién." Sean nhin v& phia y, "Anh vi duc vong chién théing ctia minh
san sang lAy tinh mang cta t6i va Rick 1am vii khi?"

"Sean, duong nhu cau van chua hiéu duoc... Su théing bai giita toi va Montero, chinh 1 viéc séng hodc chét clia c@u va Rick. Cho nén géu phai gitp t6i
thang." Hawkins dem don xin thuyén chuyén dua t6i trude mit anh, "Hién tai t6i cho cu mdt co hoi, roi khoi ticu t0 nay. Nhung | chi can cdu con ' bo
phan EOD, cau s& gip phai bom do Montero ché tao. Tham chi ¢6 thé mot ngiy ndo do khi cau chép hanh nhiém vu & don vi diic nhiém ctia cau, khién
cu clng ddng doi ctia cAu bi nd tan xéc ciing 6 thé 1 bom do Montero ché tao."
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Chuwong 11

"Péy I phép khich tréng, Anh mudn t6i cam thiy rang néu t6i khoi tiéu t ndy c6 nghiia 13 t6i dang trdn tranh c4i gi bom khing kia?" Sean cuoi nhao
mot ting.


http://ebookfull.net

"Hién tai cAu phan tich rt ¢ Iy tri, t6i qua thit dang mubn khiéu khich cu." Hawkins vét chéo hai chan, hai ban tay dan vio nhau, dat trong long, déng
vé tao nha ma nguy hiém, "T61 khdng can mdt gi c6 y nghi cam thit minh ¢ trong ti€u to cta t6i, boi vi toi can tap trung tat ca y chi dé thao bom."

Sean dimg Ién, gip & gidy lai nghiém chinh, nhét vao trong ti rdi di ra ngoai.
"Cau tra 101 cua cdu dau?" Gigng Hawkins vang Ién phia sau lung anh.

"T6i khong c6 céch ndo tra 1oi anh durge, vi chinh t6i ciing khong biét." Sean di. Trdi dt tura nhur dot nhién hodn chuyen, tr vé céi ngiy anh cing Sniper
va Seo di lam nhiém vy, chinh anh ghim stng nhiim vé phia nguréi thi€u nién kia.

Ta chét, ta van con song

Ta chét, ta van con song

C6 I& di theo Hawkins ciing dong nghia voi viée anh vira m6i chét thém mot an nira.
Co [ ditheo Hawkins....... Anh ¢6 thé tim dugc cau tra 10i cho viée anh tré lai EOD.
Pi ngang qua san thé duc, Sean thiy Seo dang ném béng vao trong gio.

Anh ngi tr6 lai bén canh Rick, Ay tay khuyu tay dung cau ta mot cai.

"Nhanh nhur viy da tro lai 162"

"An, " Sean s& s dép, bng nhién anh hdi han vi lic ndy & ra anh nén dién vao td béo céo Xin diél} chuyén kia ngay tai chd, nh vay khong chimg c6 thé
lam cho Hawkins buon buc mdt chit, hon nita anh con ¢6 thé roi khoi ké dién nay, "Cho dieu thuoc di, cua t6i bi Hawkins Iay di hét 61"

Rick dem bao thudc ctia minh dua ca cho Sean, "Lan sau di im nhiém vy ti con ¢6 thé song trd vé& hay khong, phai dua vao anh."
Hawkins nhin ciin phong ving king, cing véi c4i nrong linh kién borm, hai tay chdng xudng hai bén cai homy, cti dau, né nu cudi.

C6 ngudi gd clra phong y.

Nguoi téi di nhién 1 Tién si Grey.

"La ong " Hawkins tré lai trrde ban ngdi xubng,

Tién si Grey ly kinh mét xudng, di thing vao trong phong, "Anh ciing vi cha anh da néi gi?"

"Khong c6 gi, ching qua toi biét 1 bd gia phai dng t6i trong nom t6i, bac s vt va roi." Hawkins ngdi & trén ban, biéu tinh ho hing,

"Anh rit 1 rang chinh minh tira nhur mdt qua bom bat cir lic 130 ¢ling ¢o thé bi thao chdt, ong 4y chi mudn c6 ai do doc duoc suy nghi trong ong anh
ma théi." Tien s Grey khong cuoi, ng ta thira nhan Hawkins doi véi 6ng ma néi la mot sy khiéu chién 1on.

"Vay by gior toi ndi cho ong biét t6i suy nghi cai gi, 6ng s& ndi lai cho cha t6i biét sao?"

"A, néi thir xem." Néu Hawkins da biét 6ng dugc quan bd dic biét phéi toi, nhur viy ong ciing khong trong cdy y s& ndi thit .

"Hom nay t6i nhin thay mdt si binh, héin cudi véi t6i qua mot 6p kinh xe."

"Hmm..." Tién sT Grey gio tay 1én, ¥ béo y tiép tuc, "Anh s& khong cam thiy hén cuoi thue chudng it cho nén mudn ding bomnd chét hin di?"
"T6i mubn ghi hdn vao trong 1ong, 16i mudn hon hén."

Tién si Grey ngﬁn ngudi, "Anh dang sng trong mdi trurdng toan i nam tinh nén anh sinh ra duc vong v6i chién hitu 1 do co thé sinh ra khén cp phan
ung vi thicu vang phy nit."

"Giai thich rt tuyét." Hawkins khodc tay Ién vai bac s, ttmg chit timg chit mot dAy ong ta ra khoi phong, thanh 4m khong chut phap phdng: "Dlmg nbi
cho trung tuwdng Hawkins biét, bang khong sau ndy t6i s€ khong chia xé voi dng nhitng bi mit nho nhd ctia minh nita dau."

Trong nhay mét khi canh ctra sap lai, Tién si Grey ngin ngudi, lap ttrc bi hiém cuoi cudi xoay ngudi rdi di.
Ngay hom sau, budi chiéu, 2h, mot chiéc Hummer dimg lai dudi anh mit troi gay git.
Rick dua vao than xe, voi ]éy binh nurde khoang moi phat hién chi con lai ¢ nira binh .

Sean vira diing mii phe phdy quat, vira tirc cudi noi, "Mudn udng lién udng, cho du that sur khong ai t6i don chiing ta, di thém néimy, sau gios ciing van c6
thé tré lai ndi thanh."



Tiéu doi ctia ho budi sang nhan dugc nhiém vy dem modt it bom ra hoang mac ¢ ngoai 6 thanh phé kip nd, nhung van khi khong t6t, trén duong tro Ve,
hai cai 10p xe bén trai cing nhau xit, 10p xe da ding ciing chi c6 mot cai, bon ho chi c6 thé lién hé quan doanh téi don.

Sean théit 1ong thim kinh né Hawkins mot chit. Khong vi cai gi khéic, chi vi anh ciing Rick néng gn chét, phi ra khéi Hummer, chi c6 Hawkins van miic
chinh t& ngdi & bing sau. (“0° & Bangdad” mir li, Iinh khi quén thén, biét nong | gil==

Sean dem binh nudc khoang ctia minh uéng mdt hoi can sach, dem mii géi xuéng duéi dau, chuén b ngu mot gléc

Lai mdt gio qua di, Rick dem nira binh nudéc kia ciing udng xong rdi, nho giong néi mot cau, "Chiing ta hin s& khong phai qudc bo tré vé ddy chi......
Lic ndy, Sean ciing bét dau bdc thanh hoi nurée, anh dimg 1én, "Da miy tiéng roi, quan doanh tra 11 nhur thé nao?"

"Fuck! Bon ho néi da s6m phai ngudi dén tiép ching ta, d& mubn bén tiéng, con chua i, ching ta déu nhanh bi phoi ning thanh thit dyr trix!"

Sean nging dau liéc mét vé phia thing xe, chi c6 thé thoang nhin thiy dinh dau Hawkins, nguoi ndy thuc sur rat ¢ stre chiu dung, ngdi ¢ chd kia bon gio
ngay ca tu thé déu khong thay doi qua.

Nhung vao lic ndy, mdt lo mrdc chanh theo cira sb dira xubng dudi, Hawkins inh damnéi, "Ubng hay khong?"
Sean 1iém 1#ém mbdi, cAm binh nude chanh dua cho Rick.

"Hic, anh khong can sao?"

"Khong can, t6i khong ubng nurée chanh." Sean cudi cuoi.

"Visao?" Rick hoi.

"Khong lau trurde ddy i ubng nurée chanh r6i bi ngd doc thure phim, cho nén mdi lAn udng nurée chanh chi méi vao dén déy..." Sean chi yét hiu, "Lién
nuot khong noi nira."

Rick chép miéng, "Néu noi ndy thue s 1 sa mac, cho dit | mrée chanh bi bién chét ciing déu thue quy gia."

Murdi phiit sau, an 4n nghe thiy tiéng Hummer chay dén.

"Hic! Hac!" Rick hung phn ma phét tay, "Céc cau rot cuc dén ddy a!"

Negay trong mt c4i chop mét d6, Sean 4n voi Rick ndm guc xudng, chi nghe thiy mot tran "Biim bum" ban pha.

"Me n6! RSt cudc sao thé nay!"

Chiée xe kia 16 rang 1 xe clia quin My a!

Sting ctia Sean va Rick durgc némra tir cira s6, Hawkins ha thip than minh mé cira xe chui ra, "Laphéan tir phan loan."
Phong chimg bon ho phuc kich tiéu doi tién dén ciru vién, hién tai lai mo ra xe quan dung ctia lish My dot kich bon ho.

Chiéc xe kia cang ngiy cang gin, Sean nhanh chong 1én nong, than thé vira méi ngd ra tham thinh mot chit, méy phat lién bim bim danh vio thén xe,
Hawkins mjt tay 161 anh tr& ve.

"Me nd, hoa lre ctia bon ho thire manh!" Sean hd mot hoi, lic nay madi phat giac ba vai cia minh bi Hawkins d¢ ning, nira nguoi anh & ngay trong long
doi phuong, "Camon."

"Bén 15p xe." Khong thé d& cho bon ho t6i gin thém nita .
N6i xong, Rick lién dem ba 16 trén kg coi xudng, chui vao dudi gim Hummer.
Bang bang hai phat, Rick nhanh chong chui tré v&, ma xe ctia quén phan loan ciing dimg lai.

Sean ding anh mit khong thé tin ndi nhin Rick, d6i phurong nhudng nhudéng mi, "Newoi anh em, dimg ca ngdi t0i qud som, ching ta ¢6 thé song trg vé
roi ndi sau!"

Sau d6, Sean m6i biét droc, khi con 6 trong trudng hudn huyén, Rick ki quén quan mbn bin sing.
C6 I8 boi vi xe khong thé di t6i, quan phéan loan c6 chit ttre gidn, sing méy lai lién tuc ban pha.

"Con dan khong?" Rick hoi.



"Tranh thii lic nay!" Hawkins bdng nhién dimg day dem stng dt Ién thinh xe, phanh mdt phat ban ra ngoai, chira cho ddi phwong thoi gian phan tmg,

Ngay sau do lai la my plﬁt’ba"m lai day, Sean sao con kip di kéo Hawkins, y phan (g rét nhanh da thup ngudi ngdi xudng, nhung khiu sting dt tai cira
xe bi dan ctia d6i phrrong ban nirt nong,

"Anh chi ban mot phat?"

"Nhung t6i xac dinh t6i bén tring mot nguoi." Hawkins moc sting luc ra, Ién dan.

Rick dang ding thiét bi lién lac thinh cau trg' giip, bén kia mudn ho bao cio lai phurong vi mbt in nira.

Sean nhiu nhiu my, iy ra mot qua bom khoi, "C4u xem thir nay thé nao?"

"Thir xem."

Rick ngirmg n6i, thdy Hawkins dem qua bom khi kia 16t chét bao hiém ném di ra, nghénh dén ddi phurong bén pha.
Suong khdi tda ra, cang ngay cang ddmdic.

Rick hoi, "Chiing ta cn phéi roi khoi day?"

"Di ra ngoai im bia ngAm?"' Sean curoi cudi, "Toi ciing khong tin bon ho ¢6 nhiéu dan nhu vay." Néi xong, lién hudng vé phia dbi phirong ni mot phat
sting, sau d6 lai ti ve.

Qua nhién, Q(Si phuong nghi bon ho mu6n thira dip suong khoi ma chay ra, cho nén lién khong hé ¢ ky nd sting ndo loan. Nghe tiéng sting, Sean tin
tuong vira roi Hawkins qua that ban ha mdt nguoi.

Sean chim rai ning ngudi ken, ngay khi surong khéi tan dan ¢6 thé nhin thiy sy vat ky mo, anh lai n3 mot phat stng, thanh Am nghe ra nhu i bén vao kim
loai, hon 50% c6 thé tinh 13 danh tring .

Ba ngudi dua vao Hummer 6 6 tho.
"Boan xem con may ngudi?" Sean nudt mrde bot.
"Néu cau ban tring, con lai mdt ngudi." Hawkins bong nhién ghim sting in di, Sean bi doa dén trai tim déu nhanh dmg lai.

D6i phurong bén phat thir nhét, Sean nang tay bén, tring dau d6i phwong, i Hawkins trén mét dat xoay ngudi mdt cai, vién dan bay sat qua mé y, hru
lai mot vét mau.

Hét thay im king.

Hawkins chim ri di vé phia chiéc Hummer kia.

"Trdy vé!"

Trude khi xac dinh chiic chén toan bd dich nhan da bi ha, sao tén ngu ngéc nay dam ctr nhu vay di qua bén d6?

Hawkins mo ctra xe, 16i nguoi ¢ bén trong ra.

Sean thd' dai mot hoi, ghim stng di ra ngoai, dé Rick 6 lai vi tri.

"Khong can d& phong, bon ho toan bd da chét." Hawkins diing mdt loai thai 6 khong sao ca ma noi.

Sean di déq bén canh y, khong hé ndi trude, mot quyén danh dén, Hawkins nang tay, c6 tay vira chuyén bat [y Sean, mot céi nghiéng nguoi dinh de anh
1én cura chice Hummer. Nhung y that khong ngo, Sean the nhung xoay nguoi lam mdt ¢t quing qua vai, ném y ngd 1én niit dét, ding dau goi dé len bung
y, mat trimg 16n dén qua thure phéai roi ra dén.

"Con me n6! Anh wira rdi phat thin kinh c4i gil"

"Chéng phai cau da ban tring han?" Hawkins ndm trén niit dt, nhin Sean, khoe miéng hoi hoi cong lén.

Ring nanh ciia Sean cén sit lai, "Néu t6i ban khong tring thi sao! Néu lic t6i ban tring hén ciing da mudn bén v& dau ctia anh thi sao!"

Hawkins lai ding hai tay quang Iy thét kg Sean, "Vay chéing phai vira y cAu, t6i chét, ngudi ta s& d6i ngudi dan dau moi dén day.
nho, tan tinh mdi 3 dai sy! ==)

(Séng chét chuyén

Rick thiy bon ho cing thing, voi va chay dén. (Gia mon bt hanh!==
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Chuong 12

"Hey! Hai ngur¢i cac anh thé nao lai danh Ion nira!" Rick kéo Sean Ién, "That vat va m6i dugc an toan !"

Sean thé ra mdt hoi, nhém mit lai, "Toi s& bi anh bt thanh bénh than kinh."

"Vay dién vao don xin thuyén chuyén." Hawkins dtmg Ién, kiém tra chiéc Hummer kia, bén trong khong c6 bom, y nhin vé phia Rick, "Léi xe."
Rick ngéi lén ghé 141, ra hiéu cho Sean Ién xe.

Hawkins van ngdi & ghé sau.

Rick liéc nit nhin Sean mdt c4i, thiy anh dang chdng tay 1én dau, nhim nvit lai.

Xe chay dugc hon muoi phit lién gip hai chiée xe tir quan doanh phai dén ciru vién.

"Hey céac cau on chir!"
"Khdng cé viéc gi! Céc anh tdi cling qua chdm di!" Rick hudng bon ho quat.
Trd lai quan doanh, chuyén d4u tién Sean mudn 1am chinh 12 di tim mdt c4i, dem tt ca md hoi cung so hai luc ban trua téy sach.

Pi vio phong tam tap thé ciia ky tic x4, ngay ca quan a0 déu chura thodt, Sean lién dimg vao dudi voi phun. Thé nhung méc di da mo 16 hét ¢, voi
phun van khong xut hién mdt tia mude.

Sean ngira dAu, dap vao 6ng dan nude mdt dap, di sang gian bén canh, van déu khong c6 mdt giot nudc chay ra.

"Me nd!"

Rémbi vén én, mot binh sithd du vao, "Hey, ngudi anh em ky tic x4 clia ching ta ngimg cip nude dén sang mai, dén khu ky tiic x4 khac timdi."
Sean dirng lai mdt chit, suy sup di ra ngoai.

Anh ngdi ¢ cira ky tiic x4, nhin lén khong trung xanh xanh trong viit, hit mdt diéu thubc. Sau d6, anh dot ngdt dimg lén, di qua timg khu, timg khu ky tiic
x4, di dén trude clra phong Hawkins. Han mdi vira nhic tay, cira lien md.

Hawkins da timrtra thay 4o sach s€, "Vao di."

Muii vi bac ha thoang thoang luét qua khiru gidc Sean.

Hawkins ngdi tré lai girong, hai chan vét chéo, lung dya vao thanh girong,
"T6i dén 1 c6 101 mubn n6i."

Hawkins ding cam chi chi vé phia ghé dira bén canh ban, nhung Sean ciing khong di ngdi, chi dimg & chd cii: "Hom nay anh lam nhu vay 1 mao hiém
mot cach vo nghia."

"Pdi v6i cau ma n6i la ¢ vo nghia , d6i v6i toi ma noi, chi can dat toi muc dich i dugc."

Ngit khi do, thai do do... khién Sean phat hién anh vinh vién khong thé cing Hawkins trao doi.

Anh xoay ngudi dira phia cira, lai dimng mot chit, "Timng 6 mot k§ thuét binh, han ghim sting nh:flm vé phia mjt thiéu nién cam di dong, hén thanh cong
ban tring cai di dong kia, dong thoi mot phan tir phan loan khéc dang 4n nip ciing thanh cong ban thing c6 hong han. Trudc khi chet, han nhin thay
chién hiru cua han chay vé phia minh, d¢ lay dong mach c6 da bi ban dut ctia hin, hi vong han c6 thé song."

Sean c6 thé cam giac dwoc Hawkins dang nhin vao anh.

"Hawkins, t0i da ting ndi, t6i hi vong minh ¢6 thé tr6 thanh phia sau ctia anh. Cho nén t6i ciing hi vong anh nhé 13, t6i | phia sau ctia anh." Ngay khi anh
gio tay day ctra, doi phurong goi anh lai.
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"Sean."

"An." Sean ding lai.

"Cau thuc ban."

"Cai gi?" Sean cau may, xoay nguoi lai.

Hawkins dirg ddy, tim Iy tay anh di vao phong tim cta ky tiic x4, day manh anh vao trong, sau d6 kéo minh che lai, "Tam dil"
Sean mo mit nhin gian phong tim nho hep va vdi phun, than kinh ctia Hawkins rét cude ¢6 cu tao nhur thé nao?

"Pua chia khéa phong cuia cau day!"

"A?" Sean x6c manh Ién, thdy Hawkins dya vao twong nhin minh.

"Cau mudn tim rira xong lai mic quan 40 ban di ra ngoai?"

Sean Iy chia khoa trong tii 40 dura cho Hawkins, y cam ly lién xoay ngudi di.

Vao lic d6, Sean y thirc duoc gi d6, anh né nu cuoi

O trong mit anh, day 1 cdch ma Hawkins ding dé noi 1oi xin 16i.

Anh xoay can gat sang bén mrde 4m, dong nurde tir dinh dau lao xubng, Sean bong nhién cam thiy sang khoai hn Ién.
Mic ké ni nhur thé ndo, bon ho lai séng qua mot ngay.

Vai phit sau, ménh bi vén Ién mot goc, sira tim va khin tim duoc dua dan vao, a ban tay ciia Hawkins. (“Vén Ién mot goc”, kinh nhd, hai ngudi déu
dan 6ng dugc khong!==+)

V!Cém o,rLH
Huong vi gidng nhur trén ngudi Hawkins toa ra, mii bac ha nhe nhang khoan khoéi.
Lau kho nurdc trén ngudi, Sean dem canh tay viron ra, kéu mot tiéng, "C6 thé dua gitp i quin do khong?"

Phong tim thure im Eing, chi nghe thiy bén ngoai c6 tiéng méy binh linh chiri bay. Vai gidy sau, Hawkins moi dua so mi quan dai va ca ndi y tién dan dén.
(“Noiy”, nha, nha... ==+)

Sean hru loat mic y phuc, sau d6 vén manh di ra, vira mudn n6i tiéng cam on da thiy Hawkins di ra ngoai mit roi
Dbi mit v6i sy lanh ling ciia y, Sean da som chuén bj day du tam 1y, anh nhin vai, bung c6 chit doi, van 1 di tim gi d6 an ti da day di.

Hawkins budc nhanh tr& vé phong minh, trén duong dung phai Seo, ddi phwrong muén chio hoi thé hién mdt chit 1& phép, nhung y lai nhanh chng mo
ctra phong di vao.

Trong phong t6i am, Hawkins dyra vao cira, nhe nhang tho hon hén.

Y nhim mit lai, giai khai khda qu?m, noi d6 da ndi lén mit cai 1éu cao cao. Hai tay y manh mé vubt ve, hoi thé trémtrong, théng dén khi sung dén cuc
han, dyc vong tudn trao ra, y dot nhién mo to mit, thap giong mang, "Fuck!" (Thién tai! A DiPa Phat...!)

Vai ngay sau, ho thirc hién nhiém vu kha i ém i, vén yéu thich cting bom tiép xuc than mét, Hawkins thé nhung da chiu ding nguoi méay dé kip nb.
Diéu ndy lim cho Sean cing Rick an tim khong it.

NgAu nhién xuyén qua kinh chiéu héu, Sean c6 thé nhin théy khuon niit Hawkins. Biéu tinh ctia dbi phuwong van nhur cfi, nhung anh lai cam thiy ¢6 gl d6
khong hoan toan giong,

Xudng xe, Rick kh& dung vio vai Sean, ndi, "Néu c6 thé tiép tuc nhur thé ndy, ndi khong chimg ching ta ¢ thé song dén khi dot luan phién cham dit."

Sean nhin thoang qua Hawkins dang di théng vé phia ky tic X4, c6 cam gac nhur soi ddy von dang cing dot nhién bi ching lai, khong sao thich tmg
dugc, "Ké dién Hawkins khong ndi dién, cam ta Thuong Be."

skoksk

Rét cuc ciing c6 ngiy yén binh, hom nay bon ho khéng can m nhiém vu.



Sean cting Sniper va S¢o choi bong, Rick ¢ mdt bén lam khan gia.
"Sean! Ném rét t5t!"
"Sean —— d6t pha bon ho! Ping! Chinh Ia nhur vay!"

Hawkins nim 6 trong phong, gidc ngii ctia y thrdng dai hon ctia nhitng ngudi khic, ma g& bom ciiing i mdt cong viée hao ton tam tri, cho nén chi can co
thoi gian ranh y s€ ngu.

Sean, Sean, Sean, cai tén ndy cang khong ngimg xuyén qua ctra s roi vio trong taiy.

Y chdm chim ngdi ddy, dimg hai gidy, sau d6 dimg Ién, mic 40 khoac vao rdi di ra ngoai.

Pi dén noi dau xe, y cAm ]ﬁy x0 nuée cung khian lau, bét dAu co rira xe quan dung ctia bon ho...

Lau mdt 1an lai mdt Jan, y md cira xe, ngdi vao vi tri pho 1i, bit dau cha lau cira kinh xe. (Ph6 14i 12 vi tri ctia Sean a nha, nha, nha... ==+)
Bdng nhién nhu nghi dén gi d6, y tiy tay dem khan lau ném ra ngoai cira s, chiéc khin roi vao trong x6 nudc.

"Thét kho gip a, Thiéu iy Hawkins ciing s¢ ¢ dy lau xe." D6 14 giong cta Tién si Grey.

Hawkins nhém niit lai, thong tha ho hip , "Thoi gian mot théang con chura toi di."

Y tir 1a Tién si Grey khong can dén phién y.

"Vira 1di t6i nhin anh lau xe thét lAu, anh dang thuc phién long." Ngon tay thon dai ctia Tién s Grey gb g6 Ién cira kinh, "Khong bang trd chuyén véi toi
mot chitt, t6i cam doan s khong vict vao bao cao cling s&¢ khong ndi cho cha cuia anh.”

Miéng Hawkins chim ri v& 1én mot dudng cong rét thién, Tién si Grey biét khi y cuoi, ciing 1a khi y t6i ¢6 tinh cong kich.

"Néu t6i n6i t6i mudn fick mot ngudi, nhung dén bay gior con chira xubng tay, Tién si Grey s& cho 61 y kién nhur thé nao?"Y hoi nghiéng nghiéng it lai,
mit hé mo nhin Tién si Grey.

"Pmg ndi véi toi anh mudn... ngli cai gi binh linh da curdi voi anh hom trude.”

"Pimg n6i véi toi anh nghi curong bao hin."

"Néu hai bén déu tinh nguyén thi phéi 1 ‘Bm tinh’."

"Vay néu hin khong dong y?"

""T6i ciing chi danh that sy cuong bao." Thanh &m ctia Hawkins thure lanh nhat, tya h dang n6i dén mot chuyén clé.ng sao ca.

"Anh mudn ra toa 4n quan sy hay B mudn duoc thim tra ndi bd?" Tién si Grey thao kinh méit xudng, 6ng ta khong thé phan rd Hawkins dang ni tht
hay gia.

"Bac si, toi nghi dén hén s& tur thi dam."

"P6 A mot phurong thire tur thoa mén rt tot!"

"Van d 13 t6i khong thoa méin duoc chinh minh. MGi mdt lin phong thich xong, t6i s& cang mubn phai fuck hén."

Tién si Grey nhudng mi, "C6 & hén 12 anh nén xem mot it DVD ban tai cira quan doanh, chiing c6 thé doi di luc chiiy ctia anh."

Hawkins gibng nhur khong nghe thiy Grey noi, y tiép tuc im bam lau bau, "Nigay tir dAu t6i chi rét mudn thiy hén. Sau do t6i rat mudn 6m hén, sau dé
nira t6i rat muon hon han."

"Anh dang néi gion di?"
"Cho du1 chi nghe thiy nguoi khac goi tén héin ciing m cho t6i khong can than nhd ti than thé hén, t6i s& cimg."

"Cho mdt chiit, anh tir noi ndy nhin thiy than thé hin?" Cai anh ching Hawkins ndy s& khong da dem ngudi ta... thé ndo di?
"Hin thich choi bong r6."

Tién si Grey kh& thé ra mdt hoi, may niin...... Quén doanh c6 rét nhiéu ngudi khi choi bong rd déu an méc ‘mat meé”.



"Bt qua nghe anh ndi nhur vay, bdng nhién ti cam thiy anh ciing khong phai 1 duc ciu bat mén, ma 1 dwong nhur anh da phai ong hén, khong phai dy
chi.... 2"

Doi mit khép e ctia Hawkins hoan toan md, ngay ca cai thai do khdng sao ca’ ciing bay bién.
Y caumay tya hd ty hoi cai gl

Tién si Grey bong nhién c6 chit hdi han, mic ké ndi nhur thé ndo, céi tay binh si trd thanh dbi twong chi ¥ ctia Hawkins déu c6 mot chit dang thwong,
Hawkins 1a mdt ké dién, khong chi 1a ¢ lic lam nhiém vu ma thoi.

Khong khi tré' nén nang né, Tién si Grey cuoi cuoi, "Pung voi két ludn, t6i s& chon vai cudn phim ting anh, anh xem xem cd thé tu diéu chinh tAm tich
hay khong,"

Hawkins khong tra 161, Tién si Grey di.

Choi béng rd xong, Sean mang theo 4o so' mi tr& vé ky tic xa, c6 mdt 14 th dat 0 khe cira, Sean mo ra thi thiy d6 1a Jack giri toi. Anh chang ndy noi
linh tinh mdt chut, cuoi cting muc dich 1a n6i dén emho ctia minh - David - cling dén Iraq, & d¢i xe tang.

Sean Iic lc dAu, ngudi nay viét thur chiing phai mudn anh chiéu ¢b mot chiit cho em ho ctia hén ta sao? Sean nhin nhin séc troi dan ti, doi xe tang dira
ngoai tuan tra cling co the da trd lai, Sean di dén ky tlic x4 clia ho, hoi thim phong ctia David, nhung trurde khi kip gd cira, tay anh da chét ling ¢ gitra
khong trung,

Cach mbt canh cira, anh c6 thé nghe thiy tiéng tho' doc trdm trong, cing véi thanh Am cau xin.

Giwrong dang chim cham k&o ket, tiéng ngudi tré tudi khoc nire nd .

"Cammiéng! Hay ciu mubn dimg dau hang binh*?!" (* Nigudi di dau trong hang binh tuiin tra, vi tri rat nguy hiém, d& bi tir vong,)

Sur x6 déy tho 16 1am cho ngudi tré tudi khoc lén.

Chuyén nhur vy & trong quén doanh ciing khong tinh i hiém thdy, hang néim déu ¢6 ngudi vi loai chuyén niy ma chiu thim tra ndi b, nhung cudi cling
van dau 1a1 vao day. Sg:an nhd téi khi minh 13 Vincent, vira t6i Baghdad, néu khong phai c6 Seo, anh da bi cac dai binh chiu 4p luc 1au lam nay khi dé
khong bict bao nhi€u lan.
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Chuwong 13

Sean ndm chit ném tay, rat mubn da cira x0ng vao dem g si quan kia 16i xqéng giwong ma dép cho thé tham, nhung anh khong thé, boi vi nguoi tré tudi
kia Ia thii ha ctia han, néu anh lam han xau mét bay gio, sau nay ngudi tré tuoi kia ciing dirng mong ngang dau lén dugc.

Sean lui v& phia sau vai budc, di dén khu dt tréng trude ky tic x4, 1on giong hét Ién: "David! David Alvin, cau & dau? Toi Ia ban ctia Jack Alvin, dén
tham cau!"

Giong Sean rét 16n, di dé cho ca khu ky tic x4 déu nghe thay.

Liic nay, tir mot céi cira s6 c6 ngudi nhd dau ra, "Hey, David & 206! Ngudi anh em, anh & don vi ndo thé?"

Sean cudi lanh, "T6i sao? T6 pha bom!"

Liic ndy, cira phong 206 mo, mdt nguoi dan dng chirmg hon bon muroi tudi tily tay khoac quan phyc Ién ngudi bude nhanh ra ngoai.
Sean hurdng vé phia 6 cira s6 kia phét phat tay, "Cam on, t6i tim duoc rdil"

Sean gb cira, nhung khong ai Ién tiéng tra 1i, xem ra néu khong phai David bi gi khon kiép kia lam ngét di thi 1 long tr trong bi im nhyc, cam thay thrc
mat mit khong dam mo cira.

Sean thd dai, nhe giong n6i, "M cira, David. Toi 1 ban ctia Jack. Toi biét cau da gap chuyén gi, néu cau khong ra, t61 s€ da cura tién vao."
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Trén mit dat c6 tiéng nguoi di lai, canh cira hé ra mot khe ho.
Sean tre tiép ddy cira ra, chen vao, sau d6 nhanh chong gitt cira khép lai.
Mot thanh nién tré tubi dang run ry, ngudi boc trong chin don d& phong ma nhin Sean.

I.}m da 19 ra ngoai chén cua cdu ta dﬁy nhiing vét xanh tim, xemra vi sT quan kia da thye sy "tdn hung". Cénh tay Sean ludn qua nach cau thanh nién, 6m
lay cau ta, dat lai lén givong,

"Anh dén dé thay mit Jack boc 16 sy thurong hai voi t6i?" Ngudi tré tudi vii mét vao gdi dau.
Sean khong c6 tra 104, anh dra tay ra kéo chiéc chin don, nhung David tim chit By cuong quyét khong budng tay.

"Pay 14 1in dAu tién sao?" Sean van ding strc x4 chin don xuéng, néq 1n6i vé thé dién ctia David trude mét Sean thi ngay tir lic anh dimg & ngoai cira
phat hién chuyén xay ra trong phong, David da khong c6 gi d€ che gidu nita!

"Néu nhu t6i n6i chuyén nay da xay ra rit nhiéu lan, anh s& khinh bi ti sa0?" Trong giong ndi ctia Davidmang theo vé tir giéu.

"Hén ly cai gi & uy hiép cau? Vi tri dimg ddu hang binh*?" Sean nhe nhang tach hai gd mbng cta David, chét Iong theo bap diii cau ta chay tran xudng,
(* Vi tri “dtrg miii chiu sa0”, kha ning tr vong rat 1on. Co thé n6i da 1 linh khong ai khong so vi tri ndy. )

"Bing vay. Mot chién hiru dén cing dot v6i t6i....... khi dam duong vi tri dimg dAu hang binh da bi dia 161 16....... ngay ca mdt ménh thi thé nguyén ven
ciing khong con!"

Sean biét vét thwong & v trf nity, David tuyét ddi s& khong di gip béc si. Anh danh phai tim khéin w6t dén, tim nude khodng gitp ciu ta im sach migng
vét thiong, "Cho nén céu sg hii."

"Bing vy, khong mudn bi bomnd chét I sai hay sao? Mudn song trd lai Mi i sai hay sao?" David kich dong, ngon tay ghi chat iy chian don, "T6i chinh
1a mit ké nhu nhuoc.......... "

"Cu khong phai 3 ngudi nhu nhuge. Tt ca nhitng nguoi da t6i Baghdad déu khong phai 1 ngwoi nhu nhugc."
"Anh néi anh 1 ban ctia Jack, anh ciing 1 bo d6i dic ching?"

"Bing vy, nhung hién tai t6i & EOD."

"Tiéu t6 pha bom?" Khuon mit David néng lén khoi gdi dau.

"Bring vy, ¢6 diéu toi chi phy tréch d& phong, pha bom i nhigm vu danh cho mot g khé kho wa. Hin rét loi hai, nhung ciing thyre tur phy. Tinh mang so
voi thao bom, hdn Ira chon cai thir hai."

David né nu curdi, "So vai loai ngudi vi sg chét ma cling thit trurong 1én giwrong nhur t6i, hin thyre im cho nguoi ta kinh né."

"Nhung tinh mang ctia t6i cing mot k§ thuét binh khac khong duoc hén dé vao mit." Sean kéo chin don Ién dép cho cdu ta, nhin k§ David, Sean cam
thay cdu ta c6 chit giong Jack, nhung khu6n mit so véi Jack van thanh t0 hon, hon nita David 14 tin binh, & quin doanh qua thét thubc loai rat dé dang
bi thwong ton.

"Néu cir theo luan phién, miy ngity cau s& dimg ddu hang mdt An?"

"Bay ngiy mdt lin." David kéo kéo khoe miéng, "Bt qua hién tai i siu ngay, boi vi da chét mit nguoi."

"Néu cdu cur tuyét thi trrdng clia cau?”

"Ha ha, thi phai i mdi ngay déu dimg du hing, thing cho dén khi t6i chit dong di vao phong ctia héin ta hodic i bi bomnd tan xéc."

"Tén ciia hdn a gi?"

David nhin vé phia Sean, cuoi kh mdt chit, "Anh s& khong mudn t6 gidc héin déy chir? Toi cam doan véi anh s6 tan binh bj hén 16i én giudng khong chi
¢6 mot minh t61, nhung s€ khong cé lay mdt ngudi dung ra lam chimng!"

"Tén clia hin." Sean lap lai, anh it ctia anh sic bén hin 1én. David bi anh mit d6 roi vao thi nudt nude miéng, tu nhién ngoan ngoan doc ra tén clia tén
cam th kia.

"Mubn td cao siquan can phai dura tén that! Hon nira s& khong ai ddm dimg ra lim chimg!"

"Nhung s& c¢6 ngudi dén diéu tra, hin s€ thu liém mot chit, khong phai sao?" Sean dimg Ién, "Nghi ngoi cho tt di David, cho dii 6 chuyén gi xay ra di
ching nita, hi vong cdu s€ ndi cho t6i bict."



David niu anh lai, "Anh.......... da tirg gap phai chuyén ndy sao?"'

"Bing vay, nhung t6i may méin hon cau, t6i duoc nguoi khéc giip trude khi......." Sean dimg day, ddy cira di ra ngoai.

Budi chidu, Sean cing tiéu t6 hoan thanh phién truc tro vé.

Rick n6i mot déng Iém, nhung Sean mot cau déu khong dap, "Sean, anh kim sao vay? Vira rdi lic kip nd bom thiu chit nita anh da dam lén day dan."
"Thue xin 151"

"Khéng sao ca, may 3 hémnay chi c6 nhiém vu kip nd, dam thi ddm thoi, bat qué t6i thiy tam trang anh thue sw khong tot."

"Rick, néu Hawkins noi chi can cau Ién girong v6i anh ta, anh ta s& khong mang cau di theo im nhiém v, cau c6 dong y khong?"

Tay Rick run Ién, chiéc Hummer chay thanh hinh chir S. Rick nubt nudt mrdc miéng, nhin qua gwong chiéu hau vé phia Hawkins dang ngdi phia sau,
"Nhu vdy.......... tinh hudng nhur vay han Ia s€ khong phat sinh di?"

"Vi sa0?" Sean theo ban niing hoi lai, nhung trén thure t€ chinh anh ciing biét tinh hudng nhur vay khong thé xay ra. (Ho hd, con xem 2 voi ai... ==+)
"Boivi.......... " Rick kho xir s& s& ddu, phia sau, Hawkins van khong c6 phéan tmg, "T6i khong hop khéu vi cia anh ta."

"A..." Sean git git dau, tiép tuc di vao cdi than tién clia minh.

Hai ngiy sau, Sean bj yéu cau di dén van phong diéu tra.

Khi anh bi goi di, Rick ngin lai, "Sean, lam sao vay? Tai sao bon ho lai tién hanh diéu tra v6i anh?"

"Béi vi ti viét bdo cdo t gidc mdt tén si quan khdn kiép xdm pham tinh dyc cip dudi ciia minh." Néi xong, Sean lién di theo ngudi truyén énh,
Tién vao phong diéu tra, Sean hanh 18, sau d6 hai tay ném lai dt sau heng, By tr thi chuén cho Iénh dimg trurde mit ba diéu tra vién.

"Anh chinh 1a Trung si Sean Elvis?"

"Yes, Sir."

"Anh t6 cao Thuong ty Johnny Ogilvy ctia d6i xe boc thép xam pham tinh duc cap dudi ctia minh?"

"Yes, Sir."

"Trung si Elvis, t6i hy vong anh hiéu dwroc ring quan doi dbi véi nhimg ban t céo nhur vy tir trude dén nay vo cling coi trong. Cho nén xin hoi, 1 ban
nhan anh bi xdm pham phai khong?"

"Khong phai, trong béo cao ti da viét rit 16 rang, d6 1 cip dudi ctia Thuong Gy Johnny Ogilvy."
"Nhur vay nguoi thy hai boi Thugng iy Ogilvy 1a ai?"
"T6i khong thé ndira, Sir."

"Trung si Elvis, n6i cach khac 1 anh t6 cao Thuong iy Ogilvy ma khong hé ¢6 chimg c6, nhur vay chinh i vu céo. Quén doi d6i voi tdi vu céo ciing rat
coi trong." Nguoi s quan ngdi ¢ gitta nhin Sean, anh mit sac km

Nhung vao lic ndy, ctra laibimora .

"Vily do gi cac ngudi mang cip dudi cia t6i di nhung khong hé néi véi t6i mot tiéng?"" Thanh 4m Einh dam mé cudng luc vang kén.

Trai tim Sean run Ién, anh quay du lai, thiy Hawkins di vio.

Si quan thdm vén nhiu méy, "Xin hoi anh 1 ai?"

"EOD, tiéu d6i F, doi truong, Thiéu Gty Howard Hawkins." Hawkins chi dimg trude mit ba nguoi bon ho, ngay ca hanh 18 déu khong thyre hién.

Nguoi siquan ngdi giita da mudn phat hoa, dit sao hanh vi ctia Hawkins t6 16 khong hé dem céc si quan thdm tra dé vao mit, "Pay 13 tham tra ndi bo,
Thieu ty! Trung s7 Elvis t6 giac ddi truong ddi xe boc thép - Thuong ty Ogilvy - xam pham tinh dyc cap dudi, nhung ban than anh ta khong dua ra duge
chimg c6."

Hopkins hir lanh mot tiéng, "Nhur vay néu Trung tuéng Hawkins ctia don vi khong quin 725 cudng damngai, ngai s€ dem céi gira dé lam chimg c6 lén
an Ong ta? Vac cai mong ctia ngai ra sao?" (*Cuoi sac mau* Hopkins a, anh ding 1a ngudi con c6 hieu!!!)



"Anh——" Vi si quan kia vira mu6n dimg Ién, nguoi bén canh lién kéo anh ta lai, nho giong ndi gi do.
Khong dén hai phit, sic mét anh ta lién thay dbi, "That c6 161, Thiéu iy Hawkins, t6i that khong biét Trung si Elvis | cAp dudi ctia anh."

Ude chimg bon ho bit dau kiéng ki than thé ctia Hawkins, ma cir xem thai do khéch khi ctia bon ho dbi véi Hawkins thi hiin |y nhitng 61 Rick nghe don
Ve gia thé ctia y ¢6 thé hoan toan 1a sy tht.

"Bring vy, cdu ta |z cap dudi ctia 01, con nita, ciu ta khong n6i doi." Hawkins nhin vai, tim Fy c6 tay Sean lién huéng ra phia cira di, "Néu ciu ta da
t0 cdo Ogilvy, vay thi cac ngudi nhin ma tra xét cho tot." (Cai gi goi Ia Ong trdi con? Chinh [a thé nay!)

Sean von dinh 11t tay ra khoi ban tay Hawkins, nhung ngén tay y tira nhur kim st bop chét iy khong tha.
Théng dén khi roi khoi can phong kia hon murdi mét, Sean moi duge khéi phuc tir do.

"Sao anh lai dén day?" Anh kh& xoay xoay ¢ tay.

"Rick néi cho 6i biét." Hawkins Iy ra bao thudc hom trudc Sean ném cho minh, dyra vio tudng, dét thude.

Sean van nghi 1 ngén tay ctia Tién si Grey da the d& nhin, nhung ma ngon tay ctia Hawkins ching nhiing thon dai, xurong ngon tay lai rét tinh té, cimg
cap.

"Pay i chuyén riéng ctia t6i, anh khong can phai xen vio."

Hawkins ding dAu ngon tay dap tan thude, khoi thude va tro tan ung lay udn hron trong anh ning,
"Néu c4u sémn6i cho t6i biét, cau da khong can phai phién toai viét bao cao."

N

Hawkins xoay ngudi di v& phia truée, dé lai cho Sean phia sau hrng,

"T6i ¢6 thé m mdt qua bom, nd chét hin khong phéi cang don gian?"

Sean cudi nhao mot tiéng, anh nhur thé ndo da quén, Hawkins 1 nguoi dién.

Cudc thim tra ndy ciiing ctr nhur vay khong gidi quyét duoc gi, nhung Sean ciing d tinh sén, chi can tén khon Ogilvy kia lai im cai gi, anh lién tiép tuc
viét bao cdo.

Budi chiéu, gio an com, Sean lai di dén ky tiic x4 ctia d6i xe boc thép.
O cira doanh trai, Ogilvy ngdi trén xe quan dung tién vao.

Sean khinh bi ga dén tan xwong tity, cho dii quin ham cta g cao hon anh, nhung anh van xem nhu nhin khong thdy tiép tuc di vé phia trude, nguoc lai,
chiéc xe kia bong dirng bén canh anh, cira kinh xe ha xudng...
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Chuong 14

"Trung si Elvis, " Ogilvy hudng vé phia Sean nd mdt nu cudi tur cho 13 mé ngudi, "Cau cho t6i thém khéng it phién todi a."
Sean hanh I8 véi tran day y cham choc, "Thurong ty, néu ¢6 thé im ngai ban biu thém mdt it s& ciru gitip dugc rat nhidu ngudi."

"Bt quéa c6 18 cau khong biét, c4i chdi non nay ciiing khong phai 1 khau vi ctia t6i. Ciing 1 nhur cAu.... moi ¢ vé phit hop voi thue don ciia t61." Ogilvy
chdp mt vai cai, am chi rd rang muoi phan.

Sean nhiu may, anh thiy budn non.

Khi di vio phong ctia David, anh thdy tinh thén ciia cau ta da t6t hon nhiéu,
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"Hién tai tén khén kiép kia khong dén tim cau, diéu do6 ciing c6 nghia 1 sau ngiy mot 1in, cau s phai dimg ¢ dau hing" Sean cudi nhin David.

"Du1 vy ciing so vi mdi ngity bj hén ta xem nhur dan ba ma st dung t6t hon nhiéu." David hir lanh, "Bt qué, Sean, anh phéi cén thén, tén khon do | ké
bénh hoan, hin nhét dinh s& tim anh tra thi."

"Bénh hoan hon thé ti ciing da gip qua, Ogilvy da 1a gi."
"A? Con 6 ké con bénh hoan hon Ogilvy? " David dimg nim tay ¢im nhe vio anh.

A9

"Howard Hawkins." Sean ding mdt loai ngit di¢u than nhién “4ét 10” tén Y.

"T6i d4 nghe qua tén ctia anh ta!" Mt David sang ruc 1én, "Nghe ndi thanh tich d& bo bom ctia anh ta i hang nhat!"
"Pimg dem hén trd thanh anh hing," Sean budn cudi, lic Fc dau.

Bit qua David ndi khong sai, Ogilvy qué thét s& khong d& dang budng tha Sean.

Ngay khi anh trén dudng tré vé chinh doanh trai ctia minh, néim, sau binh s dang ngudi cao 16n vay quanh lai.

"Hey, ngudi anh em, cho xin chut hira di!"

Xem tur thé ctia bon ho, Sean duong nhiép s€ khong kho dai nghi bon ho 13 toi muron bat hira thit sy. Anh gcip ‘cénh tay lal, dua vé phia tii 4o, nhung khi
it tay ra, khuyu tay 1ap tirc danh manh vé phia nguc ngudi dimg phia sau. Ngay sau d6, ca nhdm nguoi bat dau danh dam tai bui lén.

Sean ha duroc hai g, rit nhanh da c6 ngudi tir phia sau 6m chit iy ¢b anh, khién anh khong thé dong day, chi c6 thé dimg chan d4.
Hai ngur¢i con lai cling sap dén, bon ho dem Sean d¢ 1én mit d4t, trra hd mudn troi anh lai.

"Néu t6i  cac ngudi, t6i s& khong ngbe dén ndi ddi dau véi EOD." Mot giong n6i khong nhanh khong chim vang ién, méy binh linh kia nging dau nhin
v¢ phia ngurdi dimg cach d6 khong xa.

Pbi phurong ciing khong cao, con mang theo kinh mét, vira thiy s& biét khong phai i tic chién quan nhan.

Sean nhiu nhiu miy, ngwoi thanh nién nay thoat nhin thire quen mét, anh bong nhién nhé t6i thang trrde anh ciing Rick dén vin phong ctia Tién si Grey da
gip nguoi nay, anh ta 14 s quan phién dich Eric Kul

"Khong phai chuyén ctia anh, dirng chd mdm vao!"

Eric nhin vai, "Céc nguoi I lish ctia ddi xe boc thép phai khong? V& sau khi di tuan tra giip phéi bom, cling dimg trong mong vao bét cir mdt tiéu 0
EOD nao chiu nhich nguroi hanh dong. Cac nguoi bict, dong vao mot ti€u to EOD la dac t6i tat ca quan EOD!"

Méy binh linh nty thoang do duy, tura ho ciing hiu durge ddng vao linh clia mt binh ching khac thire d& dang gy ra xich mich véi cé binh ching do,
nhung ménh Iénh ctia Ogilvy bon ho lai khong thé khong phuc ting.

Eric hir mot tiéng, "Viéc cac ngudi im t6i déu da thdy, ching & cac ngudi mudn toi bao cao 1én trén dé ho didu tra thi trudng clia cic nguoi sao?"
Vai tén linh nghe thé, déu dimg day budng Sean ra, kéo anh kén, vd vd vai anh n6i, "Ha ha, ngudi ashem......... Chung t6i ciing khong c6 cach nao..."
"Cau thre c6 thé danh, vai ngudi ching toi déu khong 4p dao duogc cau!" (Chan ché a chan cho, mié thia mi thil==)

Sean dura tay quét qua khoe mdi bj danh bam tim, cam kich nhin vé phia Eric.

"Khong can khich sdo, toi nghe n6i anh viét thur t6 gidc Ogilvy?" Eric so véi khi vira t6i Baghdad den di rt nhidu, tuy réing déng ngwoi ménh khénh nhu
trude, nhung cling da ¢6 vai phan khi khai dan ong,

"Bing vay, anh ciing biét Ogilvy?"

"Liic con lon kia vira nhin thy t6i ién mudn lim i d6... nhung sau khi hin biét cau cta t6i 1 bd trudng quan nhu thi ién an phan "
"Lan ndy niic ké noi thé ndo, déu phai cam on anh."

"Khéng can khach khi, néu lan sau con lon kia con phién toai anh, anh phai ndi cho t6i biét, dén huot t6i viét don yéu cau diéu tra."
Trén dudng tré vé& phong, Sean vira liic di ngang qua phong ctia Hawkins.

Anh nghi dén Itc nay i dién kia hin 1 dang ng, dii sao tén kia khong ngi trén muroi tiéng mot ngay thi xéc sudt y ndi dién sé rit cao.



Khi anh di qua trurdc cira s6 ctia y, khong nghi t6i lai nghe thy y goi tén minh.

"Sean."

Sean dig lai tai chd, khong mubn quay du lai, boi vi anh khong mudn Hawkins nhin thiy khée miéng bi danh sung ctia minh.
Ngay tai khi anh quyét dinh im bo khong nghe théy tiép tuc di vé phia trurdc, giong néi lanh lo kia cang phat ra 16 rang,
"Sean, ti biét cau nghe thiy."

Biu mdi, Sean quay dau lai.

Hawkins tr nhién nhan théy vét thuong cuia anh, y ra hiéu cho anh tién vao.

Cira m0d, Sean di vao.

"Cau cung ai d6 danh nhau ."

"M6t chut hiéu im nho nho, ci nhau." Sean khong mubn Hawkins biét 1 Ogilvy cho ngudi dén gy sur v6i anh, anh khong mudn minh tré nén gidng nhur
dura tré con bi nguoi khac an hiep lién chay vé tim cha me khoc 16c ké Ié. (Sai! La tim chong!==+)

Hawkins hru loat ]?iy ra hom thudc, Qem thubc mi thoa 1én khoe mbi Sean. Khudn mit y nghiéng di mdt cai géc do hoan hao, khién cho ca khudn mit
lanh nhur bang bong nhién nhu hoa hén lai.

Sean ha miéng tho dbc, ¢6 chit dau. Anh khong nghi Hawkins s& thoa thudc cho minh.

"C thé danh cdu bi thuong..., dbi phirong c6 bao nhiéu ngudi?" Hawkins hoi nghe thure tiy ¥, y dong hom thude lai, nhin vé phia Sean.
"Nam."

"Cai nhau vi chuyén gi?"

"Toi khong nho 16, hét thay phat sinh thuc ky quic.”

"Vay sa0." Tuy rang ngit diéu ¢ vé than nhién, nhung Sean biét Hawkins khong tin 161 anh.

"Néu khong c6 viée gi khic, t6i trd vé duoc i chir?" Sean vira dinh dimg ddy, Hawkins da kéo ly anh, anh hoi "Chuyén gi?"

"Céu ndi cdu tr hoc vé& mach dién?" Hawkins hoi nghiéng nghiéng dhu.

"Bing vay." Sean khong rd Hawkins hoi anh chuyén ndy im gi. Phai biét rang tri nhé ciia Sean ciing 1 ctia Vincent, ndi vé mach hoc véi anh qua thue 1
don gian nhur van nap mdt chai nuée khoang,

"Vay 0 lai day thém mot lat di, toi cd mot vai thir mudn cau xem." Hawkins mot ban v& mo ra, dit én ban.
Sean viron dAu ra nhin, d6 1 mot s mach dién ctia bom dién tir.
"Tét ca déu la bom do Montero ché tao, nhung ching khong hé dugc théo d& thanh cong, tat ca déu duoc hén st dung tai Ap-ga-ni-xtan."

Sean nhan Iy xem, anh khong thé khong thira nhan Montero tuy ring 1 ké dién, nhung tuyét ddi la mdt gi dién thuc théng minh. (Anh Hop nha em ciing
y vdy do!=.=)

Nhitng qua bomdién tir nay duoc thié't’ké thue tinh vi, ¢t nhdm bét ctr soi dy ndo déu s& gay bao tac. Cho di c6 dua theo dung phurong phap ma cit,
cudi cuing van khong tranh khéi dung dén nhan bom

Sean Iy bit, phan tich huéng mach dién, lai hi hody viét ra mt vai cong thire dién, ciing liét ra mdt vai phurong phép théo d& ma binh thurong cac k§
thudt vién thdo bom s€ khong st dung,

Sean nghiéng myt nhin, phat hién Hawkins king nghe rat chidm ch.

Nét mit y 6 mdt loai mi luc cye thuan tidy, c6 thé ndi ki bam sinh troi phi.

Khi Hawkins Iy cay but khoi tay Sean, ngdn 0t ctia y ngodc iy ngon tay anh, than thé Sean miat ty nhién, run rdy, Hawkins nghiéng du nhin anh.
"Sean."

"Troi t01 roy, to1 con chua dn bira to1."



"Buoc rdi, t0i con mudn xem xét thém mot chit." Hawkins cam but trén giéy tiép tuc ve.
Sean nhin béng dang y, budn cudi, ddy ctra di

O nh &, Sean goi mdt phan sandwich, ira cén duge hai miéng, lic ny mdt trong s6 nhitng g binh linh ctia i xe boc gidp gy sur vdi anh ltc chiéu di
61, dt xudng trurdc mét anh mdt chai bia,

"Chéo!" Ga chinh | nguoi lic d6 da 6m chit Ky anh tir phia sau.
"Chao.......... " Sean ¢6 chit khong xac dinh duoc y db cia ddi phuong 1 gi.

"Chuyén 6, cu cling biét dy.......... Ching t6i ciing khong c6 ¥ mubn Bm g, chinh 3 Og.......... " Néi dén tén ctia con lon ndo do, tiéng ga ciing hAm hd
cho qua, "Hy vong cau dung dé y."

Sean git dau, anh hiéu bon ho lam nhur vy I vi Ogilvy ra lénh.

"Moi cau udng chai bia, xem nhur xin 161." DSi phurong chi chi khde moi, v tir 1 rit xin 161 da am anh bi thuong,

Ky that Sean ciing khong mudn ung, d6i phurong tra hd ciing d& nhin ra, vi thé dem chai bia cim lai, ¢ cht xAu hd gii gai dau, "Hay I thoi ciing
duoc..."

"Pugc 16i, bia t6i ubng, nhung hy vong cac anh dimg bao gios im loai chuyén nau nita." Moi ngudi déu i quén nhan, rat nhidu xich mich ¢6 thé quén di,
hudng ho Sean ciing bict doi phuong c6 duoge mét thi trudng “doc dao” nhur vay ky that rat kho xur.

M ndip, ubng can nira chai, Sean nhin v& phia dbi phurong, phat hién anh mit gi khac thurong, miéng khd khép mo, tua hd dang ndi "Thire xin 1bi"
Sean ca kinh, dimg 1én, diu virg huyén, phéi iy tay chéng niit ban moi mién cudng khong ngi xudng.

Liic ndy, chd ngdi bén canh tién lai hai nguoi nita, mdt ta mot hitu diu Ay anh.

Sean nhan ra, bon ho déullinh & doi boc thép.

"Xin 16i, nhung ching t6i s& tim ngudi dén ciru cau."

Sau d6 bén taianh Ia tiéng cuoi cia bon ho.

"Tru lugng ctia cdu cling qua kémdi!"

"Pua ciu ta vé phong, ngay mai di im nhiém vy 6 thé s& dau dau."

Sean ctr nhur vay bi bon ho mang di..

Anh c6 ging khong nhéim mt lai, nhung 1 chi nhin thiy mt d4t chao déo. Pau ning trich, niing dén khong sao tinh tao dugc.
Khong biét di bao lau, Sean nghe thay am thanh cira cudn duogc kéo kén.

Sau d6 anh bj dat ¢ trén nit dat, c6 thir gi 6 xuyén ¢ hai tay cing hai chan ciia anh.

"Buoc rdi, cac cu cb thé di."

Béntaila tiéng budc chan roi di, ctra cudn lai bi budng,

Sean nguri thz‘iy duoc huong vi kho khan, con ¢6 cira cudn......... Noi ndy hin i 1 kho vét tur. Ngon dén mau vang chot sang Ién, Sean chim rai quay
dau di, anh mit bi roi ¢d chit khé chiu.

Mot bong ngudi xuét hién trén dinh du anh, khién cho ngon dén bét chéi. Sean ding strc mé méit, d6i phirong néng du anh n, cho anh ubng mot chit
nude khoang,

Nude khong ngimg chay vao trong miéng, ciing tran & trén miit. Diéu niy lam cho Sean thanh tinh mdt chit, nhung dau van rit ning.

"Trung sT Elvis," ¢ ban tay dang chém rai vudt ve khudn mat anh, 'Ky thét ngiy d6 tir cira s phong David nhin ra, thiy ciu dimg ¢ san trude ky tic x4,
t61 da 1ap tirc nghl rang ‘Han thoat nhin that sy qua tuyét voi’!"
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Sean tho' don, 1ong mudn hét ban tay kia ra khoi nit minh nhung chén tay anh khong hoat dong theo y mudn. Anh khong thé nhiic nhich.
Sean cam giéc ¢4 thir dinh w6t gi d6 hrdt qua vanh tai, giong ndi ctia nguoi dan 6ng quanh quan, hoi thd ndng hdi pha ra chip chon thdi vao trong tai
anh, "Cung i, ta thich nhin dang ve cta cung lic nay.......... RS rang 1y mot ké rit cuong nganh, gior dy ciing chi c6 thé vo lwe ndim & noi ndy, ma ta

— mudn thé ndo déu c6 thé.”

Sean nhan mt cau may, nudt nrde miéng, Trong ngudi anh bdng trdi diy mdt cam giac khd nong bt thurong, lan theo timg mach méu n tran ra khip
toan thin.

"Cam thiy rét nong? Thanh 4m kia nghe vao tai thye ddm loan, Sean c6 chut khong kién nhin kh dong ddy canh tay.

Ogilvy n6 iy cudi, vén cao meép 40 so mi ctia Sean kén phia trudc, dé 16 ra duong cong gidu sirc co gidin clia co bung, hn ctidau........... , 40 somi
dugc 16t ra khéi dau anh, quan quanh hai ¢6 tay anh.

Hai niim v tinh t& run run dimg théing trong khong khi, Ogilvy that mudn lp tirc phéc 1én ngéu nghién ching,

.......... , Ogilvy ngng d4u Ién, nhin vé phia khuon mit Sean.

Hai tay hiin cha vudt qua ngure Sean, kéo thanh mdt dudng thing day khao khét, di dén hai mé anh, "Cung oi, cung that xinh dep.......... "
Nhirng 1 nay kim cho Sean mubn nén mira. Tuy than tri anh khong thé hoan toan tinh téo, nhung anh vén biét rd Ogilvy dang lam gi v6i minh.
"Cuc cung clia ta.......... " Ogilvy hon Ién hai niit Sean, "Thir ta cho cung ubng s& lim cho ching ta cd mdt dém thuc dién cudng!"

Sean mo hd, lai thim cudi lanh, dung vay, qua dém nay anh s& bé giy chan ctia con lon ny, sau do tréi héin sau xe tang dem lat dudng céi!
Ogilvy mubn hon mdi Sean........... , Sean mim chit mbi, nhung néu Ogilvy ddm dura i vao dén, anh s& cén dit no.

Ban tay Ogilvy cang ngay cang kich liét, nb cham ri di chuyén xudng phia dudi voi vio trong quin dai ctia Sean, .......... .

"Elvis, ta van luon mudn ném thir huong vi ctia b di dic ching mdt lin. Phii biét réing nhirmg ngwdi truong ky thy hudn luyén.......... noi dé nhét dinh
ciing s€ bop thyc chit, nhin xem mdng clia cung, chi can s¢ thdi cling da thay so voi nhitng nguoi khac that mé hon.......... "

Ha thin cta Sean lanh toat di, ..........

That sy mau dira!

Ogilvy, tén khén kiép nay chi la mot con lon ngu ngde, anh ddi y! Anh muén cho xe tang can qua dau hin!

Negoai cira bdng truyén dén tiéng chan ngudi d4 4m dm, ngay sau d6 I tiéng dan bén vao kim loai.

"Me n6 —— Ogilvy may chét chic rdil" Tiéng gim ctia Sniper khién ngay ca quan nhu phia trong kho hang duong nhur ciing rung ca Ién!

"Fuck you—— Hp tirc mo cira ra cho tao!!!" Tiéng Seo hét 16n ciing vurot qua ca hiéu timg 4m thanh ctia cinerna.

Ogilvy dang ghé vao giita hai chin Sean ciing run In cam cdp, ngd ngdi vao bén canh Sean, "Nhur thé nio ¢ thé.......... Bon ho sao c6 thé dén day!"
Sean tham cuoi lanh, gi khén kiép nay ding 1 mot con lon khong ¢6 gan!

Duing vay, kho quan nhu thurong ¢ rat it ngudi lui t6i, nhung néu am “mét thit” cho Ogilvy lim méy thir chuyén thi vat nay, that sy 1 sw si nhyc cho
danh dy cua quan doi!

Ogilvy dmg Ién, di t6i di lui trong kho hing,
Puong nhién Sean chi ¢6 thé cam giac thin anh ctia hdn anh i 4n lic hién.
Lai loang xoang mot tiéng, cira cudn bj kéo lén.

C6 ngudi di dén, s ngudi con khong it.



"A Troia, Sean " Pay I giong cua Rick, cau ta chay tdi gifip Sean cdi bo day thirng tréi chan tay anh.
Ogilvy nudt nudt mrée miéng, Iui vé phia sau hai budc.

"Dén ciu ta di." Gigng Hawkins lanh nhur bing quanh quén trong kho hang, saud6 y nang c0 tay kén, trong tay | mot khéu sting ngiin, lén dan rt nhanh
nhen luu lot, sau do y gio sting Ién nham ngay Ogilvy.

"Hey! V6 luan t6i m chuyén gi.......... Deu ¢ diéu tra ni bo hogc I tod an quan sur......... Céc NgUOiL......... Céc ngudi khong thé amnhu vdy..........
Ogilvy xua xua hai tay, khong ngting Iui vé phia sau, thang dén khi eng dap vao mot thing quén nhu.

" Hawkins.......... " Rick khiéng Sean Ién Iung, c¢6 chit lo Eing bon ho xiic dong s& limra chuyén gi khong nén.

Seo ctng Sniper ddy nhe Rick, "K§ thuét binh, noi nay khéng ¢6 chuyén ctia ciu, mang Sean di thoi."

"Pua cdu ta dén chd Bac si Lewis." Hawkins khong quay dau lai, hong sting van dang chi vao Ogilvy.

Rick mang theo Sean di ra ngoai, di chura qua xa chot nghe thiy tiéng sting ba ba ba khong gidn doan, va ca tiéng vo dan roi trén mét dat gion vang, Rick
can rang mot cai, khong quay dau lai, khiéng Sean tiép tuc di

Trong kho hang, Ogilvy dinh sat vao trén hom quén nhu phia sau hung, mii khoi sting tran ngap. Hén run rdy hoang so nhin ngudi dan 6ng trwoc mit, tit
ca nhitng vién dan wira ri co ho bay sat sat qua bén than hinh hin, gim vao trong thing quan nhu phia sau.

Hén nghii minh s& chét!

Ngude mét Ién, hén nhin thiy vé mit lanh tanh ho hiing ctia Hawkins, goc miéng ctia y hoi hudng vé phia trude, cudng bao mé loi hai.........
Ogilvy ¥ thirc duoc, c6 1§ e nay ddy hén tht sy s& chét!

"Xema, xem a, ngudi ny run ciing dit that!" Sniper Ky thubc 14 ra, 4m thanh lach cach cta bat ira am cho Ogilvy co hd phai hong mit.
"Ha, nhin xem thurong iy Ogilvy than mén ciia ching ta thé nhung t& ra quan 1" Seo ciing cudi lanh, di lén.

Hawkins timg budc mot tién vé phia héin, Ogilvy hoang so ngira dau, mit thiy y dem hong sting k& 1én tran minh.

Sniper mudn tién 1én, nhung Seo ngin anh ta lai.

Co stng duoc siét lai........ , nhung chi ¢6 xoach mt tiéng gion vang,

Ogilvy gitrong miéng, tuyét vong nhin Hawkins, that liu sau moi phan tmg lai, khiu sting kia khong con dan.

Thanh 4m khinh miét ctia Hawkins vang Ién, "May con khong xtmg duroc tao giét." Noi xong, y tha sting trd lai bén hong, di ra phia cira.
Bén ngoai ¢6 linh tuan tra di dén, déu 1a nguoi ctia doi boc thép.

"Hey, cc ngudi dang lim gi!" Bon ho ghim sting tién vio, chi vé phia Sniper cting Seo.

"Ngudi ndy danh thube mé linh ctia EOD, mubn m chuyén tha vat gi dau!" Seo chi chi Ogilvy ngdi xudi lo trén nit dét.

Hai’ g bjnh linh nhén ra Ogilvy, diéu nay lam cho Ogilvy nhur duge ctru vot, thiéu chut nita khong c6 nhao 1én 6m chdm ]éy ho, "Mau dén ta di! Bon ho
muon giet ta!"

Hai ngudi linh nhin nhin nhau, "Cau biét héin khong?"
"K hong biét, nhin khong ra i ai!"
"Ta Ia Ogilvy! Thuong ty Johny Ogilvy a!" Ogilvy vira dinh di dén, d4 bi Seo gio chén ngin can.

Hai nguroi linh curoi khé mot tiéng, "Thurong iy Ogilvy ctia ching t6i binh thurong mic chinh t¢, hon nita nho nhé 1€ d9, 6ng im sao giéng dugc ong ta!
Néu khong 6ng chd mdt chiit, t6i di goi thém ngudi quen biet Thuong ity Ogilvy t6i dé cho bon ho nhén nguoi!"

Ky thit sau khi Sean giri don t6 giéc, trong ddi boc thép tuy rang rét it nghi luéin vé Ogilvy, nhung rét nhiéu ngwoi da thim khinh bi héin. Hon nita Ogilvy
qua tht ra tay voi cap dudi ctia minh, day la mdt bi mat cong khai trong khap doi boc thép.

Bon ho da sémmuén day db hn, déng tiéc tim khong tlﬁy co hdi. Hién tai c6 nguoi khac ra stre, bon ho cdm on con khong hét.



Hai g binh linh chAm cham roi di.

Seo ctng Sniper hoat dong cd tay, nd nu cuoi

"Ha, ba ngudi chiing ta cting nhau thich thts mot chut di "(*3P* a, kakakakaka””..)
Tir trong kho hang truyén dén tiéng Ogilvy kéu tham thiét ciing van xin.
Rick mang Sean di vao phong quan y, ddy cira ra lién 1on giong kéu, "Xin hoi Bac si Lewis ¢ & day khong! Bac si Lewis!"

M6t nguoi dan ong miéng phap phi diéu thude, mét ddy rau I6m chém, nic 40 so mi véi quin quan phuc, 4o dai tring nhau nhil khoac trén vai dira,
"Cau goi quy hay sao ——"

"Anh ta mudn anh xem bénh cho Sean.......... La chién hitu trong di ctia chiing oi......... "Rick diit Sean Ién giwdng, sau do bt dau tn tinh ma tho,
"Anh la Béc si Lewis?"

"Phai." Nguoi dan 6ng lay diéu thube ra, tho ra mdt ngum khoi tréng rdi dap thude, ném vio thimg rac, "Chién hitu ctia céc ngudi lim sao vay?" Bac si
Lewis xoay mit Sean vé& phia minh, Ay trong tiii 4o ra mdt c4i dén pin nho xem xét dong tir ciia anh.

"T6i khong bit.......... " Rick B¢ lic dau, "Hinh nh [ bi ‘thube” .......... "

Bac si Lewis nhiu méy, thip giong méng mdt tiéng "Shit!"

"Lam sao vAy? Bac si?" Rick lo Fing mudn chét.

"Ai Am? Vira thudc mé vira thudc kich duc?" Lewis dem dng nghe dat Ién ngyc Sean.
"Vay.......... Vay phai lam sao bay gio?"

"Cai gi lam sao bay gio?" Lewis diit mong ngdi lén ghé, "Toi libac singoai khoa, phu trach md ra, khau lai miéng vét thuong, ciing khong phai i chuyén
gia xur Iy mé duogc voi kich duc!"

"Béc sil Nhung Hawkins yéu cau toi toi timanh........... "

"Bing dng diing, t6i rat cam kich syr tin nhiém ctia g ta danh cho t6i. Nhung t6i d& nghi cau true hét hily mang mot chiu nude dép gitip cdu ta tinh tao
tinh tao, sau do, di tim cho cauta....... may nguoidanba ......... " Lewis tira ho nghi tdi céi gi lai bat curdi nhao, "Phai a, hién tai Ia budi to1, khong thé ra
khéi quan doanh, cho du cé dira ngoai, & Baghdad cau ciing khong tim thay gai diem."

Rick bi thai d6 khong sao cé cta anh ta lim cho sip mubn dién, "Béc si, anh gitip cho anh ta di, con c6 cach gi nita khong?"

"Co a.......... Cau gitip cAu ta coi quan 4o, hién i cu ta hén phai nong mudn chét!" Néi xong, Lewis lién cam ly hop thude 14 di ra ngoai.

"Tir tir, bac s, anh khong thé dia!"

"T61 khong di con ¢ thé lam cai gi? Cau mudn toi nglléch mong cho ban cdu fuck, hodc 1a cau céi qu?m ciu ta ra cho t6i fuck cdu ta?" Lewis nhim vai
lién di ra, ma Rick 16 vé mit khoc khong ra mrdc mit.

Rick dem 4o cting quﬁn wét dAmmd hoi clia Sean cdira, théy 10i.. d6... ndi én mdt cai lBu cao cao, chi biét cémthﬁy thue bét dc di Cauta khong

phai chua timg cling Sean xem DVD sau d6 tai cho “nghich sting”, nhurng tinh huong hién tai khién céu ta suy tur khong biét minh ¢6 nén di ra ngoai tim
mot thimg nude dén tat Sean?
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Lewis dang ngdi & trén bac thang hit thude thi mdt doi gidly quan trang xuat hign truée mit anh ta.
"Hi, Hawkins." Lewis nging du, dira bao thudc I4 ra, "Lam mot diéu khong?"
"Hén thé nao ?" Hawkins khong dura tay ra don.

"Cau ciing biét ddy, néu tring thubc mé thi ngn mt gidc, non ra vai kin s& khong ¢6 chuyén gi. Con vé thude kich dug... thi phién toai rdi, cau hin phai
tim mdt ban tinh cho cdu ta." Ny cudi ctia Lewis ¢6 vai phan tréu dua.

Hawkins mét vo biéu tinh di vao trong, thiy Rick ding & bén girong, bd dang day t hoi.

"Rick."

"Hawkins.......... " Rick budng tay y bao khong biét nén phai lim gi v6i Sean by gio.

Chi thiy Sean tyra vio bén giudng, hai tay voi vao trong quan I6t.... khong can nghi ciing biét dang lam gi.
"Pi ra ngoai." Hawkins nhin thoang qua Rick.

"Vay .......... Viy Sean lién giao cho anh!" Rick ni xong lién bude nhanh ra ngoéi, n6i that, khong khi trong phong that sur rat xiu hd, ma by dang mé
say cta Sean ciing qua thit thuc goi cam, trong truong hop nay ma khong di nhanh, dén “anh ban nho” ctia cdu ta cling phai ding thing lén!

"Sean." Hawkins ngdi bén giurdng, mot chan gap khiic, viron dai canh tay dén vudt mit Sean.

Caip mit mau thity lam hién tai khong 13 tiéu cur, soi toc wét md hdi hin dan trén tran, d6i mbi khé hé mo, thd gip gap.

"Sean." Thanh 4m ctia Hawkins rat nhe, lai mang theo vai phﬁn dau tiéc.

Sean nudt nudt mrde miéng, Fic K ddu nhin vé phia Hawkins, hinh anh trrde mét anh rdt cuc 16 rang én.

Hawkins nghiéng nit, khudn nit tudn my, vé mit vn lanh king lic nay bi d6i ong may hoi nhéin lai ma tiing thém vai phan cim duc.

Tim Sean dp rat nhanh, Hawkins trong nit anh bdng nhién trd nén vo cling goi cam. Anh riit tay ra khoi quin, 6m Jy hai bén ma Hawkins, ghi tran ho
lai v&i nhau.

Ho hap thd ach tya nhu mdi lira, anh Bp tirc chay én.

Sean nghiéng }iﬁu mubn hon Hawkins, d6i phuong lai kh ngira diu ra phia sau, Sean thay d6i goc d6, van mudn hon, ddi phirong nghiéng mit di, khién
mdi anh lai that bai.

Sean c6 chit tirc gian, tim Ky 40 Hawkins kéo lai gin, 4n 'y n girong, sau d6 chdm Ién phia trén nguoi y.
"Sean." Hawkins nhin Sean.
Sean hit mot hoi, bdng nhién y thirc dwoc cai gi.

"Fuck! Toi me né dang Am céi gi! Toi dang im céi gi!" Sean c6 chiit khong khdng ché diroc cam xtc, roi giwdng ngdi bét 1én dat, Hawkins cham rai
duing day, nhin Sean.

"Sean." Bét d4u tir ic tién vio, Hawkins ciing chi goi tén anh, nhitng 1oi dur thira chra hé néi.

"Con me n6! Néu khong mudn bi t6i fuck chét thi anh dimg c6 goi tén toi nita!!!" Sean cudn minh trén mit dt, hai tay.......... , anh cam thiy buc boi,
budn phien ma boi 1o, ty minh... nhur theé nao déu khong dén duge san khoai.

Hawkins di dén phia sau anh, bdng nhién kéo anh vao long, 6m chit anh.

"Budng!!!" Sean cam thiy minh B mdt ké vo liém si, vira rdi, trong mot nhéy niit, anh thit sy mudn bét chip tat ca dé Hawkins ra ma .., nhung cho
du Hawkins 1a mdt gd dién, chinh anh cling thudng xuyén udc gi y sdmmdt chit bi bomno banh xac, nhung y van 1a chién hitu cua anh!

"Céu tin t6i khong?"
Ngoén tay Hawkins nhe nhang xet qua 1n da Sean, diéu nay khién anh cang thém kho chiu dung duoc.

"Di m cdi tin tuong anh! Tin tuéng anh mdt ngy ndo do s& bi nd mat xéc! Tin tudng di theo anh rdi ¢ mdt ngdy ndo do t6i s& hdi han! Tin tuong anh s&
lam t61 hoi han vi sao lai gia nhap EOD!" Sean dung strc muon hat canh tay Hawkins ra, nhung d6i phuong lai cang dung strc ghi chét anh vao long,

Sean tuy thure hon loan, nhung ddng thoi anh ciing rat thanh tinh.



Khi lung anh k& sét vao long ngure Hawkins, anh ¢6 thé camnhan dugc nhip ho hép phap phong tram trong cta Hawkins, tua ho ciing c6 mdt b duc
niém bi de nén lai ¢ trong d6, ma dé nén cang chit, khi bing n6 cang dir doi.

"Cau tin t6i khong? Sean!" Hawkins Ip lai cau noi kia bén tai anh, qua thyc tyra nhu ma chi,

Sean nd nu cuoi bat dic di

"T6i tin tudng anh.......... Negoai trir tin tudng anh t6i con ¢6 thé tin tuong ai.......... "

Mbi ctia Hawkins ngdm Ry vanh tai Sean, diéu nay khién anh trong nhay mét mudn nhay dung Ién, dinh né ra khoi vong tay y.

"Sean, durng sg. Toi s€ giip cau dugc gii thoat."

Hawkins hon hon quai ham Sean, chdm rdi xoay anh lai, hai ngudi mét dbi mit, khong biét khi ndo thi, Hawkins dem Sean d3it & dudi thin minh.
"Anh dinh gitip t6i giai thoat nhur thé ndo? Lam t6i? Hay a dé cho ta m anh?" Sean mubn cudi to, "Toi thiy anh.......... Vén l ctit ra di thoi!"
Hawkins néim Iy khuon mt né tranh ciia Sean, miéng né mt nu cudi, Sean ngdy ngan ca nguoi,

Mot gidy kia, thoi gian trd nén thong tha trdi, ngay ca do cung ctia doi it Hawkins cing khoe méit khé nheo, hét thay déu trd nén tran ngap hép dan,
kho c6 thé khang cu.

"Néu cau khong mudn, t0i s& khong lam cdu. Puong nhién, cau ciing khong thé lam cai g1 voi toi." Hawkins noi rat chim, ddi Sean ma n6i, sy chdm rai
ay chinh 1 tra tan.

Sean hit mdt hoi thit sdu, mudn vuron tay di an ti ha thén déng thuong cta minh, nhung Hawkins lai d¢ hai tay anh lai. Sean thir néng minh lén, muén hat
Hawkins xuong, doi phurong lai goi tén anh lén.

"Sean."

Khong c6 ai s& ding thanh 4m Einh dam khong ¢6 céam xtic nhu vy goi anh, ciing chua timg 6 ai chi cin goi tén anh da khién cho anh cam thiy tréi tim
muon nhdy ra khéi 1ong nguc.

Hawkins cti dau, mbi kh& cham vao Sean, trong nhay ¥t 4y, than thé y ciing mudn bdc kra lén.

Sean nging dau, ......... Hawkins chi hoi hoi nghiéng mit, ludi Sean lién bi 4n trd vé, cling voi d6 3 mot hoi mitt vao xam lwoc dién cudng, khong hé tiét
che.

Titcay thirc con sot lai cua Sean déu bi Hawkins mang di, cam giac duy nhét anh c6 dwoc d6 i v& sy mé say dién cudng ctia Hawkins. Sean timg
dung hén dé chinh phuc phu nit, nhung chura khi nao giong nhur bay gio, hoan toan bi mot ngurdi nam nhan dang dé ép minh nam trong long ban tay.

Sean c6 thé cam giac duoc ban tay ctia d6i phirong mot durong lin xudng phia dudi, moi vudt ve ciia y déu thue ding stre, khap tién hén trong co thé
anh.

Ban tay ctia Hawkins di t6i Sean.......... .

"Ha.......... ha.......... " Sean that thin ngira dAu, miéng hé mo, khong thé khing ché duoc timg dot ho hip dang cudn lén.

Anh chura timg nghi dén, c6 mdt ngiy ngon tay da timg phé giai vo sb bom ctia Hawkins s& di vudt ve noi yéu 6t nhit trén co thé anh nhu thé nay...
"Hawkins.......... "' Sean ni non mot tiéng, Hawkins cti dau, chAm rdi hon 1én mdi Sean.

Nu hon ctia y cling giong nhur bén thén y, binh tinh ma ddy tu d& nén, mot khi bing nd ¢6 thé khién ngwoi ta sg'hi. Ma Sean cam nhén duoc & trong d6
duc vong chiém hiru.

Mainh liét dén tyra hd nhur tat ca moi thir thude vé Sean, Hawkins déu phai giir im cta riéng,

.......... C6 18 duge hiéu chua hét, lai co & béi sy tréu choc cia Hawkins - Sean khé chiri bay mot tiéng - anh lai ¢6 phan ing,

Hawkins tién dén bén tai anh, nhe giong ndi, ""Vi sao phai cy tuyét ban ning ctia cau?"

Sean nghiéng dau di ha ha cudi, "Pay khong phai a van dé cia ban ning, ma 1 vi & g t6i bi anh d& Ién girong ciing kich phat ban ning?"
Hawkins ngim Iy cim Sean, ding strc mit va hon, ..........



Doi cho ngay ca ban than minh lai phong xuit mot lin, Sean tuy ring cam thiy diu choang vang nhur cii, nhung 1 ¢6 chit ndy no ciing d 1d rang lén.
Nu hén ctia Hawkins qua khing cudng, kia cin ban khong phai 1 dé trdn an..........

"Anh mudn cing t6i Bim tinh?" That au sau, lic Sean hoi ra van dé ndy, anh cam thay minh gidng mdt gi ngde.

Hawkins van d& trén ngudi anh, Sean nhiic nhich ba vai, y bao d6i phurong kin xudng di, nhung Hawkins van khong dong déy.

"Sai, khong phai 1 cing c4u lim tinh, ma 1 lam cau*." (* & day han la Hop ka mudn phan biét sy khéc nhau giira “make love to eachother” v6i “do sb™
cai trude 13 “hrdng tinh twong duyét”, cai sau nghiéng vé “chiém doat™.)

Sean khong biét minh iy khi luc tir du, manh nghiéng ngudi iy tay khuyu tay danh Hawkins nghiéng sang mdt bén.
"Cii gi? Anh vira r0i ndi cai gi?" Sean co hd ndi gidn.
Hawkins nhin trAn nha, ......... (& d6 ¢ hai con thach sing con dang dudi nhau cén nhau dit dudi? ==+)

"Troi a! Troi a!" Sean 6m Ay dau, sau do manh quay dau lai, "T6i co chd nao giong phu nit? Chd ndo giong? Hay ki anh ¢ qua lau trong quan doi ciing
dién rdi?"

"Cau khong c6 diém nao giéng phu nit. Nhung t6i chinh i muén fuck cau." Hawkins thue binh tinh, binh tinh dén tura nhur y mudn fuck chinh chién hiru
ctia minh ciing tré thinh mot chuyén thién kinh dia nghia.

"Anh nhu vay....... clng céi tén.......... C4i tén Ogilvy kia c6 gi khac nhau?" PAu ctia Sean dau mubn chét, anh 13 rang ciing ndm ra san.

"C6 sy khac nhau rét I6n." Hawkins n6i, "Vi du nhu hom nay t0i ngi ciu, ngity mai dén phién truc, cAu vén phéi ngdi vao chiéc Hummer, khi t6i g5 bom,
cdu van phai ghim stng dé phong sau lung t61." (Anh thiét vo si ma, dn banh khong tra tién nghen, ka ka ka... ~0")

"Anh d lau lim kh6ng cham t6i phu nir, Hawkins." Day i Sean & trong con modi mét cho ra két uin, "Bat d4u tir khi ndo thi........ Anh c6 nhitng thir y
tudng dién khing nay?"

Nguoi 6 trude méit anh i Hawkins hay sao? Céi ké lanh ling twa ho cai gi cling khong dé vao mit? Céiké ¢6 thé ngdi trong Hummer bon tiéng dong ho
gilra cai nang chang chang van khong nhiic nhich?

Sean tham chi con trdng ring ngay ca m tinh Hawkins ciing khong can! Y chi can mdi ngay c6 bom ¢6 thé phé, ¢6 dii thoi gian dé ngn i di roil
"Bit dau tir ngaty dau tién cau dén trude mit t6i béo danh, 6 18." Hawkins binh tinh noi.
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Gidr phut ndly Sean c6 khong biét ¢6 bao nhiéu oan han syr thanh thyre cting binh tinh ciia y.

"Chéng I& d6i v6i Rick........ Va cac dong doi khac ....... . anh cling timg c6 thir ¥ twong nay?" Sean tham tur an ui ban than, néu Rick hogc 14 ai do nira
cling tirng tr6' thinh muc tiéu ctia Hawkins, nhu vy it nhat day cting Ia hién twong binh thuong, boi vikhong he it binh linh bi truong ky ap hre, doi twong
tiep xuc lai chi c6 dong doi ma bat dau sinh ra loai y tudng nay voi nhitng ngudi bén canh minh.

"Khong c6, cau I ngudi thir nhét, cting a nguoi duy nhét. Toi khong co himg tht v&i nam nhén." Hawkins chdm rai dimg day, cam iy quan méc vio.
Lién ngay ca dong tac kéo khda quan cling gon gang binh tinh dau vao day.

"Vay toi phai im sao bay gid?" Sean ngdi dudi dit, ngira dau Ién nhin y.

Hawkins nhiu nhiu may, némra mot cau phi thudng 6 strc oanh tac, "T6i con khong c6 lam cdu, céu lo ling cai gi?" Sau do y di ra ngoai, lru lai Sean
ngo ngan ngodi ¢ cho kia.
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Déu anh dau dén sép tac nirt ra rdi.

Cai gi goi a "T6i con khong c6 lam cau" ?

Ra khoi gian phong, Hawkins ding miii chdn d4 d4 Lewis dang ngdi & bac thang hit thude, dbi phurong quay dAu lai than nhién hoi, "Lam xong rdi?"
Nhirng 161 nay khién Rick & gan d6 thiéu chut niva dau sbc hong, "Lam.......... Lamg?"

"DAu clia ciu ta rit dau, cho ciuta m@iy vién thude." Hawkins di.

Rick dumg déy di theo sauy, "A.......... Sean thé nao ?"

Hawkins dirg lai, "Bi doanh di xin phép, tiéu t6 ching ta ngiy mai khong Bm nhiém vu."

Lewis ngAm thudc 14 di vao trong phong, nhin thiy Sean khoa than ngdi trén dat.

"Hey, dém ¢ Baghdad tuy réng khong qué lanh, nhung t6i d& nghi cau tur cip cho minh manh a0 di."

Nhian thiy c6 nguoi tién vao, Sean theo ban niing nhanh chéng kéo chiéc chiin don che khuét co thé.

Lewis cudi nhao mit ﬁéng, ngéi xOm trude mit Sean, "Céu cotinh than nhur vy, xemra Hawkins cai gi cling chwra lam a? Thure khong thi vi."
"Pimg ¢6 nhic dén anh ta trude miat 6i!" Tuong tuong dén Hawkins, Sean lién cam thiy dugc hét thay déu 1 4c mong.

Lewis mo tu, léy ra mt lo thude, ném t&i trude mit Sean, "Trude khingﬁtién uéng mot vién, nd s& giups dAu cta cau khong qua dau. Bt qua nhin tién
ndi mot cau, Hawkins ciing khong t& dén nhur vay, khong phai sao?"

Sean liéc tréing nit, anh méic xong quén 4o, K¢ lic Fic Fc tro vé ky tic x4. Vén mubn tim mot céi, déng tiéc toan thin khong c6 khi hrc, vi thé thanh that
tién vao girdng ma bt dau ngi. Rick & ngoai cira hd mot tiéng, "Sean, ngay mai ching ta khong lim nhiém vu ! Anh yén tdm nghi ngoi dil"

skskesk
Chuyén ctia Ogilvy 1an niy gy x6n xao 16n, sang som ngiy hom sau lién c6 mot chiée xe rdi khoi quan doanh, mang han di .

Nghe néi hz‘ip bi danh gay hai tay hai chin, xwong suon ciing gy vai cdi, bi ngudi ta danh thach cao ding cang ning di. Khong ai ddng tinh hén, cho du
tr¢ lai M, han cling phai chiu tham tra ndi bo.

Ma ndm & ky tlic x4, Sean ciing cam théy rat mo mit, anh d& udng thude ma Béc i Lewis cip cho, dau dau gidm bét khong it, nhung ca mdt budi t0i
mit anh khong hé nham lai lay mot 1an.

Hoi th néng nrc ctia Hawkins tura hd van dang mon man trén da thit anh. Nhing ci hon mdi ninh liét ma mdi khi khong can thin nhd lai, anh khong
khoi chot dua tay cham Ién miéng minh.

Bdng nhién, Sean ndm & trén giurdng cudi én mdt cach ngay ngo.
Rét tréu nguoi .......... Thé giéi ndy.

Péu tién 1 khién anh chét & Baghdad, sau d6 khién anh song lai & bd doi diic ching, sau do nita anh tré lai Baghdad.......... Bimot g dan ong tur phy,
kiéu ngao, lanh ling........... Tomlai la v6 cing khong on.......... Coi trong ?

Tién sT Grey nhim méit lai, giy gbi Ién g dyra sau ghé, dia nhac dang quay déu déu.
Ngon tay ong ta kh& gb theo tiét tAu, vai tiéng nd manh cling tiéng sting & xa xa bi bao phi1 & bén trong nhac khic.
Bdng nhién, dm nhac ngimg lai, cai ghé trude mit ong bi kéo ra, c6 ngudi ngdi xubng.

Tlen si Grey khong mo miét, ong ta rat khong hai long ddi phuong quéy ray dén phirong thire tiéu khién ciia minh, vi thé dng ta mudn nghe d6i phuong lén
tiéng trudc, r6t cudc ai ki nguoi pha hity thoi gian nhan nhé cta 6ng ta.

Nhung vai phit qué di, ngudi ngdi bén kia ban twra hd van khong c6 y dinh kén tiéng,
O trong cai quan doanh nay, ¢6 thé lam cho vin phong ctia Tién si Grey té ngit nhur thé chi c6 mdt nguoi, Hawkins.

Tién si Grey mo mit, khong ngoai y mudn ddi dién véi tim mét ho hitng ctia Hawkins.



"Lam sao vay?" Tién si Grey lay kinh nt ra, hai tay dat lén trén ban.

Thét kh6 duoc dip Hawkins chil dong dén tim ong,

"T6i hon hin."

Tién si Grey dimg mdt chut, "Anh hon ai?"

"Ong ciing biét."

"Hin a —" Tién si Grey ngira ngira ngudi vé phia sau, "Vay hén c6 phan g gi?"
"Han kho ¢6 thé nhan."

"Tr i, neu Hawkins da ra tay héin khong chi c6 ¢ hon mbi * ma thoi, anh chang dai binh dang thuong kia hén hién gio di khong vitng m6i ding." Tién si
Grey tinh té quan sat Hawkins, d6i phurong iy tay chong cam, nghiéng dau, tao nhi ciing c6 chit ti tam.

"Hén qua that di khong viing, bt qué t6i khong c6 ra tay."

"Vi sa0?" Grey biét minh lim bac si tim ly hén i phéi ngiin can bat ctr mbt quan nhan nao thye hién hanh vi khéng nén c6 di voi dong doi ciia minh,
nhung d6i voi Hawkins, 6ng ta chi ¢ to mo.

O trong mit Hawkins khong c6 quan ky ciing ding sai, chi ¢6 y muén kim ciing y khong nudn am

Khong thé nghi ngd, y mudn km chit gi do...... voi tay binh linh kia, hon niva suy nghi vé chuyén nay khong chi mdt ngay hai ngay, nhur vy ot cude didu
gi da khién y dung tay?

"Pdi v6i loai chuyén nhur thé ndy ...... hén thue phén cam." .

"C6 thé hiéu duoc, " Tién si Grey nhiin vai, "Chuyén clia Ogilvy da lan truyén khéip quan doanh, cho nén mbi mot binh linh d6i véi loai thi truromg ép
budc thude cap lamloai hinh .......... ¢ phuc vu * ndy déu phan cam, néu hén 1a straigh vay cang phién phue."

"T6i khong muén hin chan ghét t6i, nhung sém hay mudn héin ciing phai 1 ctia to1."

Tién sT Grey s st camnhin vé phia Hawkins, "Hawkins, trén doi ndy c6 rt nhiéu chuyén ching ta du dodn durge, nhung chiing ta lai vinh vién dimg
mong nam dugc & trong 1ong ban tay."

"T6i s& dat duroc." Thanh 4m ctia Hawkins thire vitng vang, tira ho diéu y noi khong phai i y tudng ciia y, mé 3 mdt chuyén da thanh hién thue.
"Hin biét anh c¢6 y dinh v6i hin, hon nira anh tim dén t6i, chimg to ring hin khong chip nhan anh, anh phai lim sao by gio?"
Hawkins nhin Tién si Grey, 6ng ta bi y nhin dén lanh ca nguoi.

"Hén hin 14 s& tim dén ong nhd ¢b van, t6i mudn ong thuyét phuc hén & lai tiéu t6 clia t61." Hawkins dtmg Ién, tir trén cao nhin xubng Tién si Grey, "Néu
khong t6i s& d4 ving 6ng ra khoi quan doanh, cot vao xe ting cho 6ng mién phi du lich."

Tién si Grey nhin theo bong Hawkins rdi khoi vin phong, bdng nhién y thirc duoc chuyén gi, "Tir tir
t0 vién ctia anh!"

anh n6i mudn han & lai tiéu t6 ctia anh! Han [a

Trdi a! Hawkins thé nhung lai ra tay véi chinh t6 vién ctia minh?
Bon ho 13 nhitng ngurdi cam doan sy an toan ctia y khi thdo boma!
Tién si Grey nhanh chong dem tu liéu ra, tim dugc danh sach t6 vién ctia Hawkins.

La Rick hay la Sean? Rick I k§ thuét binh, so sanh voi nhiing ngudi khic ¢ trong quan doanh ma ndi cling thure thanh td, va lai con 1 sinh vién. Hawkins
tirng ndi, anh chang s1binh kia cuodi voi y, khién cho y thém nmudn chét. Rick cudi rd [én hin 1a 1a qua meé ngudi di.

Nga, Rick dang thuong,

Tir tir......., ¢én bit ciia Tién sT Grey xet qua bén mé, Rick khong phéi I loai hish ma Hawkins thich. Ngwoi Hawkins can han i cang thém cuong nganh,
doc lap, han Ia cang thém.......... Cangthém..........

Arh chyp ctia Sean bi ho so khéc che, chi 1 ra nira khuon mt.
Tién si Grey bong nhién nhé t6i, chuyén Hawkins sinh ra cam giac voi mt sibinh.......... Ciing I sau khi Sean dén day.

"C6 I& minh hén phai sita lai mot chut, khong phai Rick dang thurong na 1a Sean Elvis déng thirong, Lay Chiia, Lay Chiia, minh phéi lim thé nao dé



thuyét phuc Sean ¢ lai tiéu doi ctia Hawkins?" Tién si Grey v& mot chit thip trude ngue, "Cau Chiia ban cho con tri tué.......... "

Ong ta bat dau dimg ngdi khong yén, tir hoi co nén rdi khoi van phong tranh né tit ca nhimg binh sidén tim ¢b van tm Iy, nhung i d& c6 nguoi gd cira.
"T6i khong c6 & day!" Grey theo ban néng ho Ién.

"Téi Iy giai cAu ndi ctia ngai i mudn cho t6i biét ngai dang ¢ trong viin phong." Cira mo ra, Sean dimg ¢ noi d6.

Tién si Grey ngira dau gia ngbe, "Toi phéi di ra ngoai ngay bay gio."

"Vay néu ti néi toi dang suy nghi xem c6 mudn tyr sat hay khong, ngai ciing khong co thoi gian nghe t6i n6i?" Sean cudi cudi, Tién si Grey lai chop mit
ciing khong chép nhin vao moi anh.

"Plng viy.......... buing vay.......... Céau cuoi Ién qua thyc.......... me nguoi......... " Grey nhiu may, "Sao t6i lai khong sém phat giac?"
"Pugc 16i, t6i ciing sip curoi khong ndi ." Sean ly ra mt to gidy dat trrdc it ong ta, "Toi dang suy nghi xem 6 nén ndp no di hay khong,"

Grey thu iém tat ca biéu tinh, tan hrc im bd nhur "chuyén nghiép", cam ly to gidy kia, qua nhién 1 don xin thuyén chuyén. Ong ta tham thé' dai, con am
nhu thue quan timma hoi: "Trung si Elvis, nay 1a thé nao? Bdi vi cong tdc qua mirc nguy hiém, hay 1a boi vi cing dong doi & chung khong thoai mai?"
V6 nghia, dwong nhién 1 vén dé phia sau. Tén hdn dan Hawkins chuyén dira dén cho 6ng nan dé!

Sean hit mt hoi, ngimg hon muroi gidy moi chm rdi mé miéng ndi, "Boi vi td trudng ciia toi."

"Pugc rdi, Hawkins t6 truong clia cu qua tht la mot ke kho co thé & chung." Tién si 1Grey thuyét phuc chinh minh tiép tuc lim nhur cai gi ciing khong
b1et, sau d6 & 4m thim can nhéc sach eoc, "Han rat inh dam, cau limhu vién cta hén nhung khong c6 cach ndo trao ddi suy nghi v6i hiin, t6i c6 thé
hiéu cau s& camthay duge thuc that vong, thdm chi con sg hii chi can c6 mot sai lAm, ca tiéu to s& mit mang,"

"V& nhitng chuyén do, t6i qua that bl}én rau... -...... Nhung n6 cling khong phai I nguyén nhin dé t6i mudn chuyén di." Sean nhdp hé miéng, anh bong
nhién khong biet nén dien dat nhur the nao, "Tiensi......... Ong xac dinh v luan t6i ndi gi d6 véi dng, dng ciing s&€ khong dé nguoi thir ba bict?" (Ai.., hai
tir ngoc nghéch!==)

"Buong nhién, déy la dao dirc nghé nghiép ctia t61." Tién si Grey ding 4nh it phi thurong nghiém tiic nhin Sean, nhung trong 1ong lai dang n6i, dao dirc
nghé nghiép chinh 1 cirt cho, ong ta tuyét d6i s& khong dé cho Hawkins cot minh Ién xe ting hoan du Baghdad.

"DUoCc roi.......... Hawkins mudn am tinh voi 61 ." Sean day day tran, "Anh ta n6i anh ta da nghi dén chuyén nay that lau ."
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Tién si Grey nhip hé miéng, "Cau cam thiy khong gidng nhur hiin chi xtic dong nht thoi."

"Biing vay, t61 khong c6 cach nao ¢ lai chung mot tiéu doi cling ngudi c6 y do ... voi minh, t6i so' c6 mdt ngly ndo do, trong con xtic dong, t6i s& mudn
nhin thay han bi bomnd chét, hodc la....... Du sao t6i cling khong chiu duoc."”

"Sean, trong thoi gian ¢ trong quan doanh cau ¢6 ddi trong dé “tinh dyc 40" hay khong?"
"Céi gi?" Sean khong & vi sao Grey phai hoi van dé nay.

"Tra 101 t0i, Sean. Toi i bac sitdm ly, t6i s& khong hoi cau nhitng chuyén khong can thiét."
"C6. Angelina Joke.......... C6 4y thrc goi cam."

"Pugc 16i, ciu s& nghi dén ¢6 Ay trong khi “nghich sting”, néu ¢6 Ay dimg trude mit cau, cau ciing s& mubn hon va 6m cd 4y, nhung cau s& thuc sy quan
hé tinh duc voi cd ay sao?" Grey nghiéng dau, ding anh mat cham chu tan ke khién cho minh ¢6 vé dang vo cling nghiém tiic.

"Puong nhién s¢ khong,"
"Ciing vay, Hawkins xem cau nhur déi tuong o tudng tinh duc, vay cé nghia la héin nhét dinh s& bat budc cau cung hén Am tinh hay sao?"

Sean ngin nguoi, sau do Fc K diu. Anh nhé t6i di vao lic minh ubng phai thube kich duc, Hawkins ciing chi hon mbi cong thém hai ngudi co cing mdt
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chd “cho siing’”, nhirng chuyén qué déng hon hin qué thit khong B

"Lai gia dy, néu Hawkins thét su thich dan ong... Pugc 101, hén thich cau, sau d6 mudn hon cau, 6m cau, thAm chi cung cau an éi la do bén, chuyén
déang xau ho hay sao?"

"Puong nhién khong phi." Sean tré 0 roi lai cam théy c6 chit i 1 la, giéng nhur hét théy nhirng chuyén nity déu  chinh anh khong ding, (Hai tir ti
nghiép, con da bi tén cdo gia ndy quay mong mong rdi! TTMTT)

"Hawkins a t0 trudng cta cau, ciing nguoi tiép can v6i nguy hiém nhidu nht trong sb cac cu, néu n6i hin thich cau hoac 1 d6i voi cau c6 loai y do gi
d6 bat chinh, céu c6 bao gid tu héi vi sao han khong chon Rick lai chon cau?" Ngon tay Tién si Grey dap vao tran mét ban.

"Vi sa0?" Sean ciing rét mubn biét, anh da suy nghi car mot budi toi, nhung ciing khong nghii ra duge.

"Bdi vi héin sinh ra cam gidc mudn y lai cau, Sean. Piéu nay khién cho cdu ctng voi cac binh st khic quanh hén tro nén khac bict, co I ¢ trong mét
Hawkins, chi cé cdumoi la chién hitu ctia han, chi c6 cau ma thoi." Tién si Grey thoang tira dau vé phia sau, nhin vé phia Sean.

Péy i mot loai tam Iy 4m chi, ong ta ding qua rit nhidu lan, nhung 6ng ta khong biét ding voi Sean ¢6 hitu dung hay khong,
"Céi gi?" Sean trimg ¥t nhin Grey.

Anh bdng nhé t6i 1in dAu tién nhin thiy cai ké bay ra tu thai khong sao ca nim trén girong & ky tiic xa - Hawkins.

Y hoi anh ¢6 biét chirc trach ciia minh 1 gi hay khong,

Anh tra 101, t6i s€ tro thanh hiu phwong cua anh.

Tién si Grey dem t& don xin thuyén chuyén kia tra lai truée mét Sean, "Trung si Elvis, cau c6 thé dem I don ndy trinh Ién trén, t6i khong c6 quyén ngin
can cau."

Sean ¢ chiit sting so, ma Tién st Grey da dung lén, mit lan nira ]ép dia nhac, nhac khiic lai vang 1én.

Tién sT Grey thim cudi to trong long, ong ta biét vira rdi minh da n6i hd 16ng, boi vi mdi mdt quan nhan déu c6 tim Iy ¥ lai chién hitu ctia minh, nhung
ciing khong phai moi ngudi s€ doi vdi chién hitu sinh ra duc vong chiém doat.

Sean roi khoi vin phong tu van tim Iy, ma Tién si Grey chéng tay Ién dau am tham tho ra mdt hoi, ong ta hy vong Sean s& khong di ra khoi mé cung nay,
nhu vy Ong ta thoat khoi ban tay ma quy ctia Hawkins roi.

skksk
L4 don xin thuyén chuyén & trong tay Sean bj siét chat dén w6t mo hoi.
Hawkins y lai anh? Y lai? T ngir that sy rAt budn curdi, cai tén Hawkins tu phu lai ich ky kia co thé ylaiai? Y chi tin trong ngon tay y va qua bom!

Nhung nhér dén nhitng 101 ctia Tién si Grey, anh bong cam thiy duc niém ctia Hawkins ddi v6i minh lai twa nhw khong dang sg dén nhur vay, thdm chi hinh
nhur 3 nhan chi thuong tinh. (Hai tir dang thurong, con da hoan toan bi “an” xong! TTATT)

Cho t6i nay, Hawkins tura nhu mjt cai hom kin khong k& ho, ai cling khong biét bén trong ¢6 cai gi, nhung tAt c4 moi nguoi van binh an vo sw. Nhung
10i c6 mdt ngay, Sean khong can than nhin thiy duoc thir gi &6 ¢ bén trong, anh bi doa t6i rdi, gidng nhu m6 ra chiée hdp Pandora, tit ca tai nan déu bi

phong ra.

Doi cho dén khi Sean phén tmg lai dugc, i don xin thuyén chuyén kia da bi md hoi trong 1ong ban tay anh lam cho nhoe di, c4i gi ciing nhin khong rd

-V " Sean cudi cudi ty giéu, "Hién tai mi i ric rudi "
Anh hin phai cdm on Hawkins da cho Rick di doanh b xin ngay nghi, it nhét trrdc sang mai, anh con c6 thé nghi ngoi mot chut.
Khi anh di dén trude cira phong, anh lai nhin thiy Hawkins.

O trén bac thang trude ctra, Hawkins ngdi voi mot diéu thude trén tay. Camy hoi dura ra phia trude, dnh nit cing khoi thude quan quyt, mang vé quyén
1l clia ngudi dan Ong tlrng tréi.

Rét khién nguoi......... xa tu*. (* nghi xa x6i, mo mdng, lién tuong lung tung, y néi Hawkins rét goi cam.)
Sean di dén trudc mit y, thd dai.

Hawkins khong néi 16i ndo, chi im king hut thube.



"Tién si Grey 6i.......... Anh ¥ lai t6i, ¢6 that vy khong?"

Hawkins chdm rai nging dau Ién, nhin vé phia Sean, "Sao ti con khong biét co chuyén do?"

Sean phit mbt tiéng bat curdi, ngdi xudng bén canh Hawkins, "Toi da nghi hoan toan khong c6 kha néng."

Thé gii trd nén im king, Sean nhin vé phia nhitng binh si di lai & xa xa, mi Hawkins tiép tuc hit thudc.

"Piéu gi da khién anh muén Bm chuyén ny véi ti?" Sean nghiéng mit lai, 1in dau tién anh thy Hawkins 16 ra vé mit tw hoi.
"Céu n6i ciu mudn tré thanh hiu phuong cho t6i, cdu qua that da lam dugc."

"Puoc 1, diéu nay cho thdy anh da c6 mot chit tin cay toi."

"Con ¢0, cdu nhin t6i va cuol."”

"Ta ¢6 cudi voi anh sa0?" Sean sor s& dau, "Nhung chiing ta 1 dong doi, t6i cudi voi anh khong co gi ky quai. Chiang 18 miy thir nay da khién cho anh
c6 ynghi ..... voi toi?"

Hawkins ném méu thudc xubng dét, "C6 18 ciin ban khong c6 nguyén nhan gi, cau chinh 1 khong nén xuét hién."
"Bing, hét thay déu i sai lim ciia t6i." Sean cudi cudi tur gidu.

"Sean, ky tht moi mot 1n g& bom, t6i déu biét cau dang & mot noi ndo do, thay toi canh chirng nhitng noi t6i khong thé nhin dén duoc." Hawkins nhin
chim cham vao méu thudc 14 con dang bde khoi, "Cho nén t6i ¢6 thé 1am viée ma t6i mubn im. Cho nén t6i ¢6 thé thire binh finh."

Trai tim Sean kh& run.
Hawkins dimg Ién, "Céu s€ ¢ lai chir, Sean?"
Sean th hit ra, "Toi khong biét. Anh c6 thé khong dem ti lim dbi turong 4o turéng tinh duc duge khong?"

"Khong thé, néu nguai hign lén trong dau t6i khong phai k cu, 10 khong bén duoc." Hawkins ding ngit khi binh tinh dich noi ra nhitng 1o Fim cho ngudi
nghe thuc bat dac di, "Nhung t6i cam doan vao lic gd bom, t6i chi nghi dén bom."

Sean ding ddy, vé phong

Vao lic dong cira lai, anh bong cam thiy hét thiy déu khong thay doi, anh tam thoi  t6 vién ctia Hawkins nhur cfi, nhigm vy ctia anh ciing khong thay
d6i, tham chi ngay ca thir “y tuéng” mi Hawkins danh cho anh ciing van dang ton tai, nhung trai tim anh twa ho khong con trdm trong nhur trudc.

Negay ca anh ciing khong biét [ vi sao.
Ngi vao trén girdng, anh von nghil mudn nim nghi ngoi mdt chitt, nhung khong ngd lai ngi quén.

Thing cho dén khi c6 nguoi gb cira that manh, i tiéng Rick, "Sean! Sean! Bimg lén

chiing ta c6 nhiém vy!"

Sean xoa xoa mit, lic ndy méi ¥ thirc duoc minh dang ngi, "C6 chuyén gi vay.......... Khong phéi ndi hom nay chiing ta khong can lm nhiém vy sao?"
"Pugc rdi, tiéu o cia Seo kim khong xong, can chiing ta trg gitip!"

Vira nghe dén i Seo, ca ngurdi Sean déu bin 1én khoi girdng, nhanh chdng miic quén trang, mo cira di ra, phét hién Rick cling Hawkins d4 dang & ngoai
cho anh.

"Purng Iang phi thoi gian." Ngir khi ctia Hawkins Vgntrémthép m ngéng(_)n

Ba ngudi nhanh chéng nhay 1én Hummer, chiéc xe bay vao trong bong dém Baghdad.

Khong ai c6 thé tudng tuong, thanh phd bi ngudi ngoai qudc déng quan nay, ban dém khong hé tich mich, nhitng ngon dén nhip nhay, vai quén bar vin
sang, dan ban dia van ngdi udng bia.

Pén duong 16e ra, Rick bét dau tran thuat tinh hudng.

2h30” sang, ba chiéc xe van chuyén quan nhu di qua ngd tr duong trong ndi thanh Baghdad chuan bj tién vao quan doanh, bon ho lién phét hién modt chut
tinh huong, d6 14 bén duong twa hd c6 viii bom Xe tai ché quin nhu gay ra chan dong con 16n hon xe may ghp miy lan, ma ‘nhitng qua bom niy duong
nhur s& 16 khi ¢6 chdn dong, Xe tai khong thé di tiép, dong thoi cling khong dam it lui, danh phai dem tat ca vat tu thao xudng, ting nhom vong qua

dudng khac van chuyén quay vé noi dung chan. Ma tiéu doi ctia Seo thira lénh di gidi quyét bom, nhung khé mot diéu 1, bom duoc trai doc miy chuc
mét bén duong, khong thé do bo mdt lan.



"Thyc thin ky, doan van chuyén quan nhu thé nhung cd thé phat hién bom" Sean thudn miéng ndi mdt cau.

"Nghe n6i c6 mdt tén xudng dudi mudn & ven dudng gidi quyét... , két qua phat hién co thir gi d6 giong nhur day dan, cho nén lién xem xét ot chit. Toi
dam do, ngurdi anh em kia phong chirng phai dem nurde ti€u nghen trd ve." Rick nhin vai, nhung Sean lai phat hién vé niit ctia ciu ta thye clmg ngac.

"Pimg so' Rick, dém nay ciing nhéit dinh khong phai B dém cudi ciing ciia ching ta." Sean v v Rick, lp tirc nhin thoAng Hawkins qua kinh chiéu hau,
vé mit ciia y bién méit & trong bong t6i, ¢ thir gi d6 bat dau khién Sean lo s¢ bat an han én.

Xe dimg ¢ d4u phd xay ra tinh hudng, mdt vai binh linh dang dimg canh phong, dwong nhién ciing chinh 1 Sniper cting k¥ thuat binh.
Seo mic trang phuc bao hd da di toi.

Hawkins hoi: "Tinh hudng thé nao?"

"Hai tiéng ddng hd, ta chi d& bo duoc trang bi chin dong ctia ba qua bom, nhung noi nay con lai it nhét muoi hai qua."

"Chiing tiép ndi theo quan hé song song hay I xau chudi?"

"Quan hé song song, diéu nay ciing c6 nghia i chi can cd mdt qua nd, ching ta lién bién thanh phan bon cho Bangdad. Néu con st mdt qua khong théo,
chiing ta ciing s¢€ toi." Seo dich ho hap thuc tram trong, "Ong troi, hy vong tién tro' cap cuia quan doi cho t6i cling di d€ mua sira bt cho con to1L."

Hawkins xoay ngudi, di dén chd thing dung cu phia sau chiéc Hummer, mang thing dung cu di sang khu phd bi viii bom.

"Hawkins!" Sean goi y lai, "Anh lai khéng méic trang phuc phong hd!"

"Cau ciing biét ca con phé nay déu a bom, néu thue sy bao tac thi cho du mic thir d0 choi kia toi ciing s& chét." Hawkins than nhién noi.
"Ha, ngudi anh em, cdu qua nhién c6 gan." Seo Hy tay ddy ddy phia sau hrng anh.

Sean cudi nhao mot tiéng, dung vay, ddy 1 Hawkins.

"Khi c4u van con i t6 vién cua t61, hly nho 6 101 cau da hira voi to1." Hawkins liéc nhin Sean mbt cai, hen di vé phia kia ngd tr dudng ving king nhung
lanh 180 kia, bén phia phong dc¢ c6 mdt vai ngon dén van sang, ciing c6 ngudi dang viron dau qua ctra s nhin xem xay ra chuyén gi.

Ban dang doc truyén Sach Dan Tinh Anh dugce tai mién phi tai WWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 19

Bo dam di sin sang, Sean co thé cting Hawkins trd chuyén, nhung anh biét trong qua trinh g& bom, tén kia s& khong ndi voi minh cau ndo. Pugc r6i,
trude e roi khoi, t6i s€ van 1a hdu phuong ctia anh.

Sean ning sung, chiam ch quan sat khong bo st mdi mdt ngon dén sang trong dém, mdi mdt ngudi dang thd dau ra nhin vé phia ho.

Sniper ciing nang stng, di dén phia sau Sean, nhe giong oan gidn, "Lan ndy thanh trang* rat khong triét dé, t6i thiy chiing ta hin phai dem toan bo dan
ban dia quanh khu ndy di tan di." (* dua tat cd moi ngudi khdng phan sy ra khdi khu vac gd bom)

"Bing vay, dii sao néu s6 bomna bao tac, tit ca nhiing toan nha ¢ xung quanh ddy déu di doi." Thanh Am ctia Rick & trong bo dam nghe ¢ chit phat
run.

"Purng s, Rick. Chéng phai Hawkins da n6i chi can anh ta ndi cdu im i, cu lién lam ci d6, anh ta c6 thé cam doan cho cau séng SOt tro vé My hay
sa0?" Sean lén tiéng an ti, qua dng ngim, anh nhin thiy mot gian phong cach d6 hon mdt trammét, ngon dén trong phong chép tht chop tat, sau d6 ¢o
ngudi ra ban cong huéng vé phia ndy xem, trén tay c6 cam thir gi d6 gidng nhur dén pin, déng tiéc anh nhin khong 15.

"Hawkins, t0i nghi tot nhat anh nén quay tr6 v&." Sean biét qua bo dam Hawkins ¢6 thé nghe thiy.

"Sean, thiét bi n dinh ctia 12 qua bom duroc do bo ."

Sean ngin nguoi, ddy 1alin dau tién anh nghe thiy Hawkins dap qua bo dam, thanh 4m trim thap tura hd nhd' song dién ma ¢6 vé tran ngp tir tinh.
Nudt mrée miéng, thin kinh anh khén trrong dén sép ving tung toe.

Hong sting ctia Sean van nhim v& phia ban cong kia, anh goi Rick, "Rick! Rick! Cau nhin xem ngdi nha bén phéi ngil tur duong c6 thir i loang long...
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Chinh 1 ngon dén dang chop tat!"

"Pa biét! Pang chét ché chia y1"

Seo tirng n6i, bom phong chimg c6 12 qué, néu da do bo duoc 12 qua, vi sao Hawkins con khong mang theo s kiéu ngao cia y chay tro vé?
Sniper tira hd da lién lac Seo, hoi tinh hudng,

Hawkins cling Seo di ¢ trén ngi tur duong, y ngira dau ra vé i dang kiém tra cot dén duong,

Hawkins di dén dudi mot cdy cot dén, hru loat tréo lén.

Thanh 4m ctia Rick theo bd dam truyén dén, "Hudng 11h* c6 ngon dén de ra!" (*Céch ding vi tri ctia kim ddng hd dé xac dinh phurong hudng)
Sean cin ring, "Hawkins! Me né! Anh Bp tirc ctit tré vé cho toil"

Liic nay, duong nhu Seo da nhén duoc tin tir Sniper, dang chay tré v&, chi c6 Hawkins van dang tréo 1én dinh ngon dén duong, khong hé c6 mbt chit y
dinh trd lai.

"T6i kip lai! Hawkins anh ciit tré vé cho toil"

Qua 6ng ngim, Sean mo hd nhin thy trén ban cong kia c6 ngudi dang ti sing Ién, m Hawkins dang diroc anh dén duong chiéu sang ngdi, tir chd t6i
ban chd sang I chuyén thue don gian.

"Sean, " Thanh am ctia Hawkins rdt cuc truyén dén, "Will you stay with me ?"

"Pd dién —" Ngbn tay Sean khiu co sting, vién dan bay vé phia ban cong kia.

Cing ltic do, trén ban cong kia ciing ¢6 4nh Ira bén ra khoi nong sting, vién dan da diroc bén ra.

Trén cdt den duong noi Hawkins dang tréo 1én vang ra thanh am bi tac nirt.

Sean lui ra phia sau vai budc, chim rdi nhin v& phia y, tri tim nhur bi niét chit.

Y d bi bin tring ? Hay y con sng?

Hawkins dang tut xudng khoi cot deén.

M6t tiéu doi binh linh nhéim vé phia ban cong i Sean ngim bén, mot tiéu doi khéc tién vé phia khung cira sé ma Rick chi y.
Hawkins twa hd cAm vt gi trong tay, cham rii di ra ngd tur duong, 1di tré vé t6i trude mit Sean.

Khong nghi nhidu, Sean khoac sting Ién trén krng, mdt quyén danh vé phia niit Hawkins, nhung lai bi ddi phwong bt iy nim tay, "Toi goi anh trd vé! Vi
sao anh khong trd lai!"

Vira roi anh da nghil @n, mdt phat dan kia d& ban tring Hawkins! Anh tham chi nghi dén y phéi chét mit!

Khong phai vi bom nd manh, mé 1 boi mdt vién dan.......... Diéu d6 cho thiy 1 Sean khong bao vé tt y.

Hawkins dem mdt vat gi d6 rat nho nhét vio tay Sean, binh finh n6i, "Muoi hai qua bom kia déu 1 thi thuat che mt, trong diém i qua bom thir 13 nay."
Sean mo 1ong ban tay ra, d6 1 mot thiét bi cam tmg chén dong, "Trén cot dén ciing ¢6 bom?"

"Ding vy."

"Sao anh biét?"

'"Boivi......... " Hawkins 1at lai mat sau ctia linh kién cho Sean xem, mit trén viét "Montero": "Pay 14 k¥ x40 Montero quen ding, hén khién caunghi réng
cauda do bo tat ca so bom, nhung trén thuc t€, & mdt noi ndo d6 ma cdu khong bict, van con lai mt qua."

"Qua bom trén cot dén kia ciing thudc loai kip nd bang chin dong?"
"Bing vy." Hawkins lanh nhat tra Ioi.

Ma mit khéic kia Sean titc gidn dén bai son déo héi, anh quéing céi kinh kién kia vao méit Hawkins, tm Ry 4o y, Sniper clng k§ thuét binh & gin d6 xem
tinh huong khong dung, chay voi tdi moi ngurdi mdt bén 6m Iy Sean, 16i anh ra khéi Hawkins.

Sean dung chin manh m€ da, dap, tuy ré.ng cén ban la khong dap duogc dén Hawkins, "Cho nén néu trude khi vién dan bén tring bong dén, anh khong



0 dugc bd phan cam tmg chan dong —— vy qua bomkia ciing s& né manh!"

Bai vi vién dan bén thing tao ra chdn dong ciing khong it hon so véi xe tai dm sim vao.

"Bing vay." Hawkins chinh d6n lai 40.

"Pd dién! Con me nd, anh chinh | dd dién!" Sean van gidly dua mubn di danh y, Sniper danh phéi cang ding sirc de lai.

"Sean! C6 chuyén gi binh tinh n6i!"

"Biing viy! Déu 1 dong doi, thit vat va m6i g duoc dam bomnay!"

"Sean, khong ¢ cau, hom nay t6i s& chét ." Hawkins nhin vao d6i mit udt gian ctia Sean, ding thanh 4m trong vét gidng nhur bong dém nhe giong noi.
Sean ving vay trong chdc lat, din dn binh tinh ai. Sniper ciing k§ thuét binh budng Iong anh, v3 vd b vai anh, y bao anh c¢6 chuyén gi binh tinh noi.
"Y anh i gi." Sean hoi y.

"Y 61 13, rat nhidu thoi diém, chi ¢ ciu c6 thé ciru toi."

"Cho nén t6i s& khong thé di phai khong?"

"Khong, 14 vi sao cdu phai di?"

"Boivi.......... " Sean ngin nguoi.

"Béi vi 61 mubn hon cau? Vi t6i mudn 6m cau? Hay vi t6i mudn lim cau?"" Hawkins nghiéng dau, "Nhitng chuyén do cing g bom cé gi lién quan?"
Sean khong dap dugc.

"Stay with me." Hai tay Hawkins ap nhe 1én m4 Sean.

Lic ndy, Rick deo stng chay t¢i, khong hé chia y ti tinh hinh dang ¢6 chut ky quéi, "Hey! Quo duoc hai phin tir phan loan! Con c6 mot da bj ban!"
Thanh 4m ctia Rick lam cho Sean phuc hdi tinh thén lai, anh lui v& phia sau, thoat khoi ban tay Hawkins.

Mot phit kia, trai tim anh da ngtmg dép, bay gio moi kinh hoang nhay én.

skksk

Poan ngudi 1ai xe vé t6i quan doanh.

Sean khong tim rira ciing khong dinh ngi.

Khong trung bt dau tré nén tring sang,

Anh di vé phia phong ctia minh, ma Hawkins lai di theo sau lung anh.

Sean ngdi xudng trén bac thanh trude cira, Hawkins ciing trim niic ngdi xudng bén canh anh.

Hb hép ctia hai nguoi vitng vang déo dai, bon ho khong noi gi

Thing dén khi trude ctia quan doanh, binh linh d& dbi phién géc, Sean m6i kén tiéng: "Anh n6i ding, v6 luan anh mudn g, nhimg thir d6 cling g& bom déu
khong lién quan.”

"Cho nén ciu sé & lai."

"Bing, di1 sao dot luAn phién lAn nay con c6 hon 50 ngdy s& chédm durt."” Sean nghiéng dau lai, Hawkins xuét ra mbt diéu thudc.
"Hey, Hawkins."

n Al’l?"

"Liéu anh c6 thé dumg lai nhitng y nghi phién toai nay dbi véi toi dugc khong?"

"Sean, " Hawkins cling nghiéng du lai nhin anh, "Hién tai toi c6 thé hon cau khong?"

Nhitng gi anh vira néira 1a vo ich sao?



Sean ctii diu, mot ban tay ludn vao trong toc, budn nd nu cudi. Anh dura tay rit Ky mot diéu thube, ngam lén moi, dau thube cham vao diéu thudc dang
chay trén moi Hawkins.

Déu hai nguoi tira vao c6 chit gan.

Khi diéu thubc chdy 1én, Sean nhe nhang hit mdt ngum, sau d6 nhin Hawkins nhin vai, "Van | dimg thtr ny thay thé di."

Sau d6, hai ngudi ngdi & chd kia, théng cho dén khi mit troi hoan toan dang lén.

sk

Gan déy Tién si Grey dudng thanh mot thoi quen, do Ia khong bao gio ngdi trong van phong, Nguyén nhan khong c6 gi khac, ong ta khong mubn gip
Hawkins, cting khong mudn gip Sean. Ban ngay 6ng ta s€ t6i doi boc thép ]ém mot vong, nghe mot ghl']t ap lye ndi tam ctia bon ho, gitra trua 6ng ta (ji
nha n, con phai tinh toan thoi gian thira dip cac ti€u to pha bom chua trd ve, téi budi chiéu, 6ng ta lién ciing 3 nit binh ctia d6i hau can ndi chuyén phiem.
Nhung c6 chit van ménh 1a tranh khong thoat dugc.

Khi 6ng ta trd vé phong minh, Sean dang 6m canh tay chd ong ta.

Tién si Grey nhin vai, "Trung si Elvis, bay gio 1 thoi gian tan tim ctia to1."

Sean nhac méy chai bia lén, "T6i 1 toi tim 6ng dé udng."

"Thyre xin 183, t6i khong udng bia."

"Nhur vay t6i ung, dng xem t6i ubng ciing khong c6 thé chi?"

Tién st Grey dya vao ctra, c6 chuit bét dic di nhin vé phia anh, "Pugc 101, ot cude cau mudn noi a?"

"T6i quyét dinh tiép tuc & lai tiéu t5." Nhitng 101 ndy ciia Sean khién Tién s Grey am thdm thé phao nhe nhdm

MO ctra ra, ong ta ra hiéu cho Sean di vao.

"Nhur vy cau tim dén t6i ciing chi vi ubng bia?" Grey 16i ra hai chiéc ghé dura, hai ngudi mit déi mit nm ngdi.

"T6i t6i dé hoi dng, ¢6 phuong phap ... dem e cha ¥ ciia Hawkins chuyén doi dén nhirg nguoi khéc?"" Sean ding mdt loai dnh it khén thiét
nhin Grey , di€u nay lam cho 6ng ta khong khéi thuong cam. (Nga, Sean, con muon dem “tai hoa” d6 Ién dau ngudi khac! Thye khong ngoan! ==+)

"Trtr khi 13 anh ta b nd chét." Tién si Grey nho giong than thé .

"Cai gi?"

"Burge rdi! Puoe rdi! Bé cho toi nghi XeM........ Néu kh()pg céu cung anh ta lam mdt lé}n, céu cling biét hién thue c6 kha ning hiy diét tAt ca mo mong,
céu cung anh ta lam mot Ian, cd 1§ chiem duoc thda mén roi ar}h ta s€ thoi khong....... d€ mat dén cau nita?” Tien si Grey cling thurc thanh that nhin ve
phia Sean, tan luc khong cho doi phurong nhin ra minh dang tiép tay cho ma quy.

"Tiénsi...... Ong dang n6i diia? Toi tuyét dbi s& khong dé anh ta am gi véi t6i, mit khac ddi véi cai mong ctia anh ta t6i ciing khong ¢6 himg thi."
Sean noi Ién mdt than ndi da ga, d€ nghi nay that sy rat kinh ting .

"Néu nhu vdy.......... " Grey dimg ddy, di v& phia gia sach, tim kiém rdi 6m mdt ddng DVD dat én trude méit Sean, "Ciing Hawkins xem dién anh di."
"What?" Sean nhin nhin ddng dia kia, cai gi Titanic, Phiéu du con c6 Kiéu hanh va dinh kién v.v....
Ban dang doc truyén Scch Dan Tinh Anh duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuwong 20
"Nhitng thi nay ¢6 ich loi gi?"

"Cau ciing biét Hawkins da sbng trong quan doi au Fimy, chi s da som quén miét trén doi con 6 nhitng ngwdi phy nit xinh dep déq lam cho ngudi ta
rung dong. Cau demmay thir dién anh nay cho Hawkins xem, chinh 1a gitip anh ta nhé lai dan 6ng cting dan ba ¢ chung 1a c& ndo tot dep cam giac, c6 &
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ngay no d6 anh ta “choi sting” con ¢ thé nghif dén mdt nir dién vién ndo d6 trong s6 nhitng DVD nay, nhur vay ching phai cu da duoc giai thoét rdi
sao?"

Sean nhiu nhiu miy, "Nghe 6ng ndi toi sao cam thdy dugc truc tiép mua AV cho anh ta xem cang hiéu qua?"
Tién si Grey dimg lai mot chut, "Céu ¢6 thé tuong tuong durge canh Hawkins xem AV khong?"

....... To6i cling khdng tudng tuong duge canh anh ta xem phim tinh yéu."

"Vay duoc r6i, " Grey dura tay 6m lai déng DVD kia, "Dt sao dé nghi t6i ¢6 thé dua ra chi 1 nhur vy ."

"Tir tir, " Sean gianh lai déng DVD, "T6i thir xem roi noi sau."

Sean cam thdy minh sap ndi dién rdi, anh 1 mdt doi vién dic ching quan chinh quy ctia quén doi Hoa Ky, gip phan tir phéan loan du liéu finh gian ngoan
dén dau cling c6 thé gidi quyet nhanh gon, nhung gip duoc Hawkins thét sy 1a da vao vach sit!

Ngay hom sau tiéu t6 ctia Sean di theo doi boc thép dén ni thanh.
Rick 14i xe, hoi ¢6 chiit hung phin ma n6i, "Quén doanh clia ching ta sip xuét hién ngudi dep!"

"Phy nit?" Sean nghiéng dAu lai, n6i thit anh quay lai EOD da hon hai thang ciiing sdp quén phu nit 1 gi, "Pmg néi v6i t6i ngudi sap t6i i Ms. Kim
cuong bat hoar* a!" (* Y ndi 1 nit quin nhan, minh dong da sat. ~0")

"Buong nhién khong phéi, i toc vang ngure day mong nd dai my nhan!" Nigon tay Rick diém diém trén tay 1ai.

"Cubi cting ¢6 phu nit, " Sean ciing trd nén mong doi, "Sao ¢ ta lai dén day? Chic khong dén mirc quan doanh cho ching ta tim ‘ban gai’ di*?" (¥
Quankyal! ™)

"Ngudi ta 1a phong vién. Bét qua cho dii dén ciing 1 dé phong vén nhing anh hing chién d4u hoic 1 si quan cao cép, lién quan gi dén ching ta."
"Vay ciing ¢6 sao dau? C6 thé nhin thiy 14 tt rdil" Sean nd nu cuod, "Cau & ddy nhin dan 6ng nhin con chira ¢6 phat rd n a!"

Lic ndy, xe thiét giap di phia trudc bong nhién ngimg lai, Rick voi ving phanh xe, Sean cang thing, so 1 lai ¢6 tinh hudng .

Xe thiét giap c6 ngudi di xudng,

"Khéng khong khong, t6i chi mudn & lai Hummer." Rick hit mot hoi, "Nigan van lan khong can a bom.........

Mot binh linh di vé phia ho, g5 cira kinh xe thity tinh noi, "Hey, ngwoi dimg dau hang xe thiét gidp phét hién trén méit dat c6 mot it day dién, cac cau c6
thé di nhin mdt chut khong?"

Rick ngdi vio lung ghé, "OK, sir."
Sean v v cu ta, ghim sting xudng xe.
Bon ho thiét lap dung cu & cach con duong khoang mit tram nét, diéu khién may mic ty dong di trude xem xét.

Quén My g5 bom ding mot dang ngudi méy loai nho ¢6 banh xe dé truot trén mit dét, ding khi chip hanh nhiém vu tra xét don gian va khi can kich nd
bom & cyr ly gan. Phia trude ngudi méy cb trang bi camera, truyén lai toan bd hinh anh dén trude mit nguoi didu khién.

Trén mang hinh gidm thi, ngudi miy mang theo cameras mot dudng x6c ndy di t6i chd bi phét hién c6 day dién.

Sean phat hién, Hawkins khong chi c6 ty tay g& bommoi bét ké hau qué, thao ting nguoi may ciing 1 dAu d4 lung tung, nhung 1a ky quai 13, nguoi may
khong hé d4nh vao loan thach hodic 14 roi vao nhing 6 ga trén mit dat.

Nguoi may di dong doc theo duong day bi vi.

Sean dimg & bén canh Hawkins, mit ciing nhin chiim chéim vio mén hinh, "Hey hey, anh ¢6 thé chdm lai mdt chiit khong? Nhur vy cin ban khong thé
nhin & 16t cude ki day kip nd hay | day dién binh thurong!"

Baghdad 2 mot thanh thi ddm chim trong khéi thudc stng, mdt vai lin nd manh ngau nhién ciing s& Bmmot it day dién dan dung dut roi xubng,
"Cau thich dan ba toc vang." Hawkins bdng nhién lo dénh néi mdt cau nhur vy.
Sean thé' dai mdt hoi, "Trén thirc té t6i thich phu nit c6 d6i moi day dan hon."

"Vi du nhu?" Hawkins diéu khién ngudi miy chay vao trong mot béi rac nho, diéu nay kim cho tinh thin ctia Sean khin truong 1én, du sao déng rac 1
noi chdn dau bom vo cling tot.



"Angelina Jolie......... Anh c6 thé chi ¥ vao ban diéu khién dwoc khong?"

Hawkins hoi hoi gio cim Ién, céi goc do kia |am Sean cam gidc duge nguy hiém, ngon tay y ding st dia nghich trén ban phim mot chi, tiéu nguoi méy
lien gia toc vot di.

"Hey! Hey! Anh dang lam cai gi!" Sean d¢ lai ngon tay Hawkins, d6i phurong lai dem thiét bi chuyén sang tri, ngudi may lién moc 1én mot cai day dién.
"Dimng lai! Hawkins!" Sean bop chit Iy c6 tay Hawkins, Rick ciing chay toi.
"Hai ngudi nhu thé ndo lai bit du cii co 1én vay!" (Bira con toi nghiép!==+)

Thét vt va lim cho nguoi méy ngimg lai, Sean con chura kip thé ra, ban tay kia ctia Hawkins d nhic 1én, nhoang mot cai, nguoi méy lén dit day dién
lach cach lach cach di dong di.

"Hawkins!" Sean rong to, d6i phuong lai trong nhay mét 6m anh ngi sip xudng mdt bén.

"Ram ——" mdt tiéng nd, chiéc xe thiét giap dimg gan nhét bi d4 vun dap vao phat ra nhimg trang 4m thanh tram duc.
Rick 6m dau ndm sép, camnén 1én mat dat, mot déng dat cat pht Ién ngurdi bon ho.

Trong I tai van con vang Ién tiéng 11 &l ong ong sau nd manh, trong khong khi van day mix c4t bui.

Sean fic Fic dau, cam giac c6 nguoi dé 1én minh, 6m Ay minh.

"Hawkins.......... Hawkins?" Sean 1t ngudi lai, mi Hawkins ¢ bén canh lai khong hé ¢ phan tmg,

Tét ca binh linh nim trén it dat du da dimg day.

"C6 nguoindo bi thuong khong!"

"Hawkins!" Sean it y lai, lic ndy moi thiy trén thdi duong y 6 vét mu, ngon tay Sean vdi v di vo dong mach ¢d ctia y, mudn thir mach dap, mot phit
ay, 0 tay tay anh bi ndm lai.

Hawkins mo niit, anh it trong sudt tir trong mit bang lamroi thing Vao trong miét Sean, thoang chdc, anh c6 mdt loai cam giac nhur bi y xuyén thiu.
"T61 khong sao." Hawkins ding Ién, rung rung quan ao dé hat bui cat xuong,

Sean ngdi dudi dat, de iy dau, sau do lai ngéng dau nhin cai gi dién vo biéu tinh kia, "Anh ¢b y? Anh c¢b y khién ngudi may 16i di soi ddy dién d6!"
Hawkins xoay ngudi di vé phia Hummer, "T6i chi kip nd bomma thoi."

Rick miit xam may tro vO vO vai Sean, "Dlmg nong gian .......... Nong gian ciing v dung."

"Ping vay, anh ta la gi dién." Sean phui phii bui dét trén dau, c6 thé sdng sot da 1d may mén roi.

Ngudi ctia d6i boc thép ciing chay t6i, nhin Sean ciing Rick, bd déng van con chua hét so héi: "Hai ngudi on chir!"

"Khdng sao! Khdng sao!"

"Rét cude 1 vi khong thé g& nén mdi kip nd hay thao g tht bai?"

"Xemmnhr.......... tht bai........." Sean biét néu n6i cho nguoi khéc Hawkins thén nhién cho biét 1 kip 06, dbi phuong nhit dinh ndi tran 10i dinh, néu |
kip n6 vi sao khong bao trudc? Han I3 phai cho moi ngurdi thoi gian chuan bi méi ding! Lien nhur vay dot nhién kip nd, khong bind chét cling bi hii chét !

"Ai, t6t xAu ching ta déu con séng! TMD bom!"

"TMD Baghdad!"

Pai b phan binh linh déu bét dAu méng lén, tiéng chiri bay lién tiép.

Xe hoan thanh mdt ngay tudn tra, e di vao cira doanh dia, Rick phat ra mjt ﬁéng cam than, "Con me nd, toi rdt cuc lai séng thém dugc mdt ngay!"
Péng tiéc ngudi méy ctia bon ho bi nd tung, chi tim vé& dwoc miy linh kién.

Ctra quan doanh tra hd c6 mdt ngudi phu nit dang dimg, 4nh dén flash loang loang chot 16e, Rick quay mit qua chd khac, xe thiéu chit nita dam sam
vao mot top canh gac dung gan do.

"Me n6! Khach ngoai hanh tinh tir ‘Hb so X* déna!" (*Tén mdt bo phim khoa hoc vien tudng x hinh sy nhidu tap ctia My, ban thich b nay cuc!)



Bai vi dot ngdt phanh lai, ¢6 Sean bi hung hing chdn dong.
"Rick! Cau khong sao chi?"

"Khong sao!" Rick loang xoang md cira xe, di xudng, ndi gidn ding ding huéng vé phia ngudi dang cAm cameras, "Damn it! Anh mubn giét ching toi
hay sao!"

Khi ciu ta di dén gin, lic ndy moi phat hién doi phurong 1 mdt ngwoi phu nit, méi tc dai mau vang bii gon sau dau, cip kinh mit khong ¢6 khung khién
khudn mit rat cd duong nét ctia c6 cang thémnit tinh, vat 4o so' mi budc thanh no & phia trude, 1§ ra phan eo lung lam dan 6ng boc hra, ha than mic

mdt chiéc quan sim mau, 4n 4n hién 16 duong cong co thé.

Con gidn tran phdi ctia Rick da bay dén chin ting méy, mét tam mét tich.

Sean di xudng xe, dén bén canh Rick, thay ¢ gai tur nhién ciiing doan durge than phan, "Xin hoi, ¢d 1 phong vién phai khong?"
"Ping vay, " C6 gai cling Sean bit tay, "Toi a dén dé thire hién mdt cude phong van diic biét."

Trong nhay mit, trai tim Sean nhay kha nhanh, cam nhin vé da thit ctia phy nir qua ban tay mém i im cho anh khén trurong én, "Xin chao, tiéu thur,
chup hinh c¢6 dén flash véi binh linh dang 14i xe 13 mot hanh vi rat nguy hiem."

C6 gii gio gio' cameras trong tay Ién, n6i mot tleng, "That sy rét xin 151, tén t6i | Anna Listeria, phong vién nhét bao XX. Toi dén ddy khong phai dé
phong vAn si quan cdp cao ctia cac anh ma dé dura nhitng tin tirc dic biét, hoan thanh mdt chuyén muc thyre dic biét."

Sean biét ¢6 gai ndy khong hé dé tam dén 1oi nhéic nhé ctia anh, chi c6 thé bt déc di Fic dau, "Tiéu th, tin tirc chan that nhét chi cd mbt, d6 i c6 khong
nén toi noi nay."

"Vi sa0? Boi vi toi 1 phu nit?" Anna nheo nheo miit nhin Sean, trong 4nh mét ¢6 vai phin khiéu khich.

"Khong, boi vi co khong phéi fa linh." Biéu tinh ctia Anna khién Sean biét ¢6 rit c6 can dém, nhung Baghdad xa xa khong giong nhu trong trf twong
tuong clia ¢d - tran ngdp nhiét tinh chién dau ctng vinh quang,

Hawkins di di t6i, "Rick, 14 xe vé."

Khi'y di qua bén canh Anna, vi nit phong vién ndy chdp Ky y.

Hawkins nghiéng myit nhin lai, Anna Ay khiin tay ra, chi chi thai duong cta y, n6i, "Miéng vét thirong ciia anh duong nhu con dang d6 mau."
Sean nhuéng nhudng miy, khong lim thé ndo khac duoc, Hawkins troi sinh dd c6 mdt khudn it qua hip dan phy nit.

Nhung y khong nhan ly cai khén tay kia, y to thai do than nhién di qua.

Anna o mdt 6 gai hiém hoi hién c6 mit tai quan doanh, nhung Hawkins lai khong chiit néo dé  t6i 6, diéu nay hién nhién khién c6 chi ¥, ¢6 lai mudn
tm lay y, nhung khong thé nao bat kip canh tay Hawkins.

Ban dang doc truyén Scch Dan Tinh Anh duoc tai mién phi tai ww.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 21

"Howard Hawkins!" Anna kéu Ién, Sean s& s& mii, thit khong ngd nit phong vién nay lai biét tén Hawkins, xem ra muyc dich c6 ta dén ddy ln ndy kho
tranh khoi ¢6 dinh dang dén'y.

Thiy khong con chuyén ctia minh, Sean vd vb tro bui trén toc, di vé phia ky tiic x4 ctia minh.

Ma Hawkins thi dudng nhur khong hé nghe thiy tiéng ¢6 gai goi minh, Sean nhiu may, anh c6 thé cam gidc dugc Hawkins dang di theo phia sau anh, tén
kia mudn m gi?

Sean mo cira ra, mubn nhanh chong ch ngudi vao, hai tay Hawkins da dat trén khung ctra, ngue dan lén lung Sean. Ngimg dong tac, Sean da manh vé
phia sau, Hawkins nghiéng nguroi. Sean gio khuyu tay 1én, tat ca dong tac khong c6 chit luu tinh,
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Hawkins ngin tr¢ khuyu tay Sean, gp manh lai, Sean an dau, dAu gbi thic vé phia bung Hawkins, sau d6 bt ra, lui vé phia sau, cira phong mg, Sean di
vao con khong kip dong cira, Hawkins lién mt tay bat lay anh nhao én trén mét dat, hai nguoi tiép tuc dau da vat Ion.

Sean mudn dumg 1én, Hawkins lai & ning anh. Sean cang ding stre, dbi phurong lai cang ra sirc dé anh xudng, cudi ciing ngay ca sau gay déu thiéu chut
nita bi san nha dap nut ra.

"What's the fucking fuck!" Sean cudi ciing truc tiép ding dau ddp vé phia doi phuong, mi Hawkins lai nghiéng mit di, nhéy mt hon kén mdi Sean, cudng
bao mit vao, d¢ dau anh dinh cimg 1én san nha.

"Unm......... ,U’m ......... " Sean cg') y dinh b@t ngudi day, ma Hawkins lai chen vao gitta hai chan anh, mic cho anh mudn demyda dén khu vuc dia 16i cia
Baghdad dén c& nao di nita, hét thay déu phi cong,

Hawkins roi khoi khoang miéng Sean, moi dan Ién khoe mdi anh, "Pan ba cling ¢ thé hon cau nhu vay sao?"
"Fuck you!" Sean Iui vé& phia sau, Hawkins lai d& Ky anh.

"Cau tirc gian cai gi? Toi chi hon cau, lai chua lam cau.”

"Tha toi ra! Lap tirc!" Sean giat gidt, Hawkins lai gidng nhu khoa sit khoa chét Ay anh, tran day tinh ap bach.

Cién ring mdt cai, Sean ding ddu d4nh vé phia chén ban, chong DVD trén ban roi xudng, vira lic roi Ién ddu Hawkins, Sean nhan co hdi nghiéng ngudi

Rét nhanh hai ngudi déu in dau, Sean bi Hawkins dénh sung mé trai, Sean d tring thit hrng suon y.

Dén déan khong hé 1t binh linh tién dén vAy xem, hét to Ién, ién ngay ca Anna ciing mang theo cameras bim bim chyp loan toan b khung canh.
Bdng nhién, Hawkins ddy Sean ra, di vé phia Anna, "Liy ra day."

"LAy cai gi?" Anna cudi dén c6 vai phan dic .

Hawkins truc ﬁép tim léy cameras cua c0 ta, 161 cudn phim bén trong ra, roat mdt céi xa sach*, sau d6 ném tra lai cho ¢ nang, (* Phim trudc khi dem
“rira” ma bi 161 ra dudi anh mét troi s€ “chay” sach hinh)

"Anh lam gj! Thiéurﬁy Howard Hawkins! Anh cting t6 vién au da, ching 18 con khong cho phép phéng vién dura tin hay sao?" Anna ngéng dau lén, nhin
chong choc vao mit Hawkins.

Sean so s& khoe mdi ¢6 tia mau, thim budn cudi diing khi ciia Anna, ¢6 ta ciing d4m nhin Hawkins nhur vdy.

Trong nht thoi, dam ngudi vén huyén néo ciing im king lai.

"C6 chinén dura cai loai tin mé ¢6 goi 1 “sur that’ thoi." Hawkins xoay ngudi, tim iy Sean.

"Lam gi!" Sean hit tay y ra.

"Pi chd Lewis boi thudc, ngon tay trén ban tay trai ctia cdu bi bé bi throng khong phai sao?"

Sean kéu rén mot tiéng, may chi 14 tay trai, néu I tay phéi, anh c thé da bi “xuat ngfi trong 6 danh”, vi chinh anh cham ngdi “4u da”.
Anna nghiéng du, nhin theo hai nguoi kia roi di.

C6 ta khong 15, vira ri hai ngudi con 6 vé nguroi song ta chét, by gior thé no lai 6n hoa vo su? (Ngudi ta danh 1 yéu, méng 1 thong, dang tén tinh
nhau, tir nhién ba nhay vao, vo duyén! ==)

"Péy dudng nhur khong phai 1 1an dAu tién Sean phat hoa véi Hawkins?" Binh linh bét dau tan di, Sniper Fic lic dau.

Seo 0 vai hén, "Pugc rdi, cling chi cd Sean moi chiu duoc Hawkins. Anh nén may miin i trudng ciia anh 1 t0i, béng khong anh da s6m ghim stng di
1én bén tén d6 thinh thich !"

skkesk

Budi t6i, Tién s Grey ngdi trén giurong, dang cam PSP choi trd choi, bén ngoai co ngudi gd cira, 6ng taphi chin qua déu, che khudt anh sang man hinh,
lam bg minh khong &.

"M cira, hodic 14 t6i d4 ving ctra phong ong rdi vao."

Grey bat day, "Khong thé no.......... "



Quay dau lai, trén man hinh PSP xuét hién hai chit Game over.

"Hey, thoi gian mot théng con chua t6i, t0i chura can dién thong tin vao bang dénh g timly." Tién si Grey biét Hawkins khong phii loai ngwoi biét tir b
y d0 khi chura doat duoc, danh khong tinh nguyén di ra mo cura.

Dbi phurong tién vao, 16 ghé dura ra, ngdi xubng, hai chin mo ra, hai tay dit & trén dui.

Tién sT Grey nudt nudt nuéc miéng, ong ta biét néu nir phong vién méi t6i ding loai tur thé ny ma ngdi trrée mat minh thi s& kha | déng ‘kich dong,
nhung Hawkins 1am nhu vay s€ chi khién nguoi ta cang thém ap luc.

"Toi d lam hét kha ning dé Trung si Elvis 6 lai tiéu t6 ctia anh." Cho nén anh ciing khong c6 Iy do da t6i ra khoi quén doanh.
"Hom nay t6i voi hin d danh nhau mot tran."

Tién si Grey gian nan kéo kéo khoe miéng, "Nhur vy xin hoi, hai ngudi danh nhau vi chuyén gi?"

"T61 hon hin."

Tién s1 Grey s so thai duong, may ma chi a hon mot cai, iy dai néo ctia Hawkins ma noi, dén bay gior ciing chi tién trién dén hon mdt cai, xemra
Thuong Be van Ia thurc chicu co dén Sean.

"Nhur vy cau ta mu6n dnh anh 1 chuyén thye binh thuong, Néi cach khéc.......... néu thil truéng ctia anh, thirong Gy Craig hon anh, anh s& am thé

nao?"

"Pénh gy tay chan hén, 1di ....... budc hdn vao bom."

"Cho nén, Trung si Elvis chi ¢dm anh vai d4m, diéu do cho thiy cau ta so v6i anh Iy tri hon nhiéu."

"Tién s, 61 nghi lam héin."

"An hir." Grey dua vao lung ghé, trong long thim nhé dén trd choi con chira qua duoc cira.

"Liic hiin ding I, ca lung s& banh chit 1én, gidng nhur con thuyén sdp gy."

"An hir." Ta cam doan ddy thin kinh ctia Trung si Elvis hién tai lién ciing lung cdu ta rat giong nhau, mau dut doan.

"Con c6 ¢b cia han, " Hawkins ldy tay chi chi vao bén c¢6 minh, "Hom nay lic st dung ngudi may, héin ng6 ra trude man hinh, t6i nhin thay phan 16 ra
khoi quén phuc cuia hén, thyre goi cam."”

"An hir." Grey lo déng nhin vao cip mét Hawkins, cap it d6 dang chay, tran diy bén trong khong phai a dam duc, ma I khat khao chiém doat cuc
do.

"Khi t6i d& héin xudng, t0i clmg! Liic Ay toi rat muén 1t quan ctia hdn xubng, hung hing xoa nin mong han."

"Cho dit déu 14 da thit, nhung t6i d4nh d6 cau ta noi d6 khong tt so bang phu nir!" Tién st Grey c6 du cam, doan tro chuyén néu tiép tuc s& cang ngay
cang hira néng. Ong ta bict chinh minh han phai ngan can Hawkins tiép tuc ndi, nhung khong biét vi cai gi, khi cap méit mau bang luon lanh tinh kia bay to
thir tinh tur s6i trio dén c6 thé ving ra tung tée, Tién si Grey bong nhién ¢ ham muon tham do.

"T61 mubn vot vao, tién vao than thé han, .......... coeveeveer ceven. Banh ra than thé hin, lam cho hénkh()ng ¢6 mdt khe hé dé tu hoi, Huénhéntuyét vong
ma rén i, muon han goi tén t6i, mudn han hoi han vi da noi thich Angelina Jolie, mudn han chi co thé vo luc nam trong long t61." (Dam chua ngd pha
binh!)

Ngit diéu ctia Hawkins dam mac trude sau nhur mdt, nhung mdi modt chit, mbi mt cau déu c6 mot loai cgbng Iie khong sao hiéu ndi, Tién si Grey thim
chi c6 cam gide chinh minh ciing dang thay Hawkins dem Sean dét ¢ dudi thin, tan lyc giam giit cing chicm doat.......... Nhur thé con hong thiy dién
cuong chom [én, huy diét.

Thét lau sau, Grey nudt nudt mrde miéng, nhe giong néi, "You are killing him."

"Bing, t6i nghil giét hin." Hawkins nghiéng dau di, nhin vé& phia ngoai ctra sb.

Sur tOn tai ctia ban than y tira nhu mot i dao, sdc nhon ma Enh khéc.

Sean chi ¢6 hai loai van ménh.

Hoic 14 bi y huy diét, hodc 1 bao dung By y.

Lic ndy Sean dang & trén giudng ctia minh, d6i dién man hinh dang chiéu bd phim Titanic, Jack néi véi Rose "You jump, I jump!", b dang chin
thanh va thAm tinh ldm cho Sean pha Ién curdi, bia déu thicu chitt nita phun Ién ga trai girong. (Pang ghét Sean, chang lang man gi ca! *bPé mat*)



Khi Rick tim dén anh, cling thﬁy anh dang xem DVD, "Trdi a, anh thich loai nay éy am™

Sean nhin ciu ta mdt cai, "Pay Ia bau vat ctia Tién st Grey."

Anh nhich ngudi, chira ra mot chd trdng, v v& dém, "Mubn cing xem?"

Rick lién nhay 1én chd trdng, hai ngudi nim song song & trén girong, nhin vao min hinh TV.

"Nghe n6i hom nay anh lai cing Hawkins dong tha ?"

"U. Toi biét cau s& khuyén toi nhin xubng, nhung t6i that sy khong nhin duoc."

"Sean, anh qﬁng biét, mdi mit ngay sép dén, c~hL'|ng ta déu ¢ thé s& chét. Cho nén, mdi mdt 1An hoan thé}nh nhiém vu :cré V&, t6i ¢o thé V?ln’]éi chiée )
Hummer, di€u d6 thét sy thuc.......... khong d€ dang. Vo luan Hawkins lam céi gi, Sean.......... Anh ta déu Ia nguoi gan giii vdi cai chét nhat trong s6
ching ta."

Sean vuron tay dén 6mRick, ban tay v VO vai cu ta, “Xin 16i, Rick."

TV dang chiéu dén doan Rose budng tay Jack, ghé vao tim van gd, néi ‘Hen gip lai’.

"Sean, anh khong thdy 14 hai ching ta niim ciing nhau xem dién anh nhur vy ¢ chit ky quai?"

"Ky quéi c4i gi? Hay 1 cAu ua cling céi ¢6 nit phéng vién Anna kia ndm cling nhau?"

"Ha! Ha! Dumg nhéc dén c6 4y, twong twong dén c6 4y cau bé cua ti lién dimg lén 1"

Sean cudi cudi, "C6 thé tudng turong duoc, hién tai cd éy nhét dinh da tr6 thanh dbi tong “ti an i cho ca quan doanh."”

Sang sém ngay hom sau, trude khi di 13, nhom ctia Sean theo 16 thurong di doanh bd bao danh, khong nghi t6i & vn phong doanh b nhin thiy Anna.
Cép trén n6i cho bon ho biét, Anna s& ciing bon ho di im nhiém vu.

Hién tai ¢ ngay chinh Hoa Ky, khong it ngudi da bat dau  nghi ngd d6 chinh xac cia quyét dinh dua linh den Iraq, hon nita sau khi dong quén ¢ Iraq,
khong it linh My tir vong, con so cling dang ting budc tiép gi6i han chiu dung ctia nhén dan Hoa Ky, qudc gia can tich cuc dua tin tree tiép tir Iraq dé

viin hoi sy tng ho ctia dan ching,

Tiéu t6 théo d& bom ctia Hawkins c6 ty ¢ thao d& bom thanh cong cao nhét trong s0 tAt ca cac tiéu t6 EOD ¢ Baghdad, hon nira ban than Hawkins
ciing 1a mdt nhan vat truyén ky. La mot trong nhiing nguoi co ty € tir vong cao nhat trong ca di quan My, y nhat dinh ¢6 thé hap dan rat nhi€u sy chu y.

Anna 3 mdt ngudi phu nit ¢6 chit da tim, c6 ta khing dinh Hawkins ¢6 thé khién ¢6 ta doat giai Pulitzer.
"T6i s& khong phéi ngudi bao vé 6 gai nay." Hawkins némmdt cau nhur vay, lién di vé phia chiéc Hummer.
"Yeén tam, Thiéu ty Hawkins, t6i s& tur bao vé ban than! " Anna kéu mot tiéng,

"'C6 khong co trg Iy chup hinh gi d6 sao? " Sean thudn mi¢ng hdi mdt cau.
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Anna di theo bon ho, vé it hung phén, "Toi thich tur minh ‘bt gitr” hinh dnh. Nhiép énh gia ciing mot dong nghigp khéc cta ching t0i da di phong vén
céc nit binh si. Nghe ndi nit binh si ¢ trong quan di chang nhitng bi ky thi con c¢d thé bi xam hai tinh duc, nhung t6i thay nam nhin ciing vay thoi Rick,
anh trong dang yéu nhur vay, c6 phai da bi khong it o binh so mong?"

Khuon mit Rick chot hdng, "C6 Listeria, khong ¢ binh sinao thich nghe loai diia cot nay."

"A, thurc xin 16i!" Anna v v0 vai Rick, cling ciu ta 6m vai khoéc vai mot bo that hiru héo, ¢6 gai nay rit biét quan sat sic mt ctng giong ndi ctia ngudi
khéc, ciing biét phai hoa hop voi ngudi khac nhur thé ndo, "T6i chi mubn cing cac anh c6 chung mdi quan tim, ¢6 chung chuyén dé ndi, anh ciing biét
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day......... Trong phim binh linh thirong hay cting nhau n6i gion nhur vay!"

Bi my nit 6mnhur vay, Rick tur nhién s& quing tirc gian kén chin tAng may.

Di dén bén xe, Rick theo thurong 16 ngdi vao vi tri 141, ma Hawkins da som ngdi xubng ghé sau.

Anna mo cira xe, ngdi xubng bén canh Hawkins.

Sean thdy khuon mat Rick thoang hién vé tht vong, 1ong tham nghil Thure ngai qué, so v6i cau cling ti, miy nit van c¢6 himg thi voi ké dién hon nhidu.
Xe chay ra khoi quan doanh, tién vé phia sa mac ngoai thanh.

Nhiém vy ctia bon ho sang nay chinh 1a kip nd mit déng bom

Rick vira lai xe vira gidi thiéu v6i Anna vé mot sb tinh hudng ciia Baghdad, cting canh bao 16 & chd ndo thuong xuyén co phéan loan phan tir ui téi. Ngau
nhién, Sean ciing s€ bd sung mdt hai cau, ma Hawkins thiy chung niit khong doi sac ngdi yén vi.

Anna wira dap 101 Rick, wira lién tuc quan sat Hawkins.
"Thiéu ly Hawkins van luon it n6i it cuoi nhu vay sao?"
"Ha ha, anh ta qué thit van luén nhur thé." Rick nghiéng dau.

"Vay xin moi doi vién cac anh phat biéu cam tuong vé doi trudng ctia minh mot chit?" Anna khong thé tir migng Hawkins ni biét duoc cai g, dwong
nhién phai tim dot pha khau ¢ noi khac.

"Chuygn ndy.........." Rick nhiu nhiu may, Hawkins ngudi ndy théit sw kho c6 thé hinh dung, "Toi ciing khong biét nén noi nhur thé nao, tdi rit tin twong anh
ay. Phai biet rang moi lan t6i cam thay chiing toi han la chét chac r6i, Hawkins déu da thanh cong ."

"Nhur vy Trung si Elvis nghi thé nao?"
Sean cudi khd mot tiéng, "C6 s& khong nhan dugc bt cir sy danh gié true tiép ndo tir toi, hay 1 thoi di."

"Qua thét, 10 nghe rt nhiéu ngudi n6i khong ¢ héo cam voi Hawkins déu khong ¢ héo cam, nhung ngay ca mot dong doi cling n6i anh ta nhur vy, t6i
thure su tO md." Anna tura ho nhat dinh phai budc Sean ndi ra chit gi d6, khdng dugce dén s€ khdng thoi.

Nhung Sean lai chi ndi mdt cau, "Co Listeria a, c6 da tirng phai dua ra Iya chon ngay bén bo vue ctia sy sinh ti hay chua?"
"Chura timg." Anna ndm (ip sap vé phia lung ghé ciia Sean, ¢6 dang doi anh ndi ra chit thong tin gi d6 dang gia.

"Nhur vdy thi ¢6 s& khong thé Iy giai dugc ci gi khién cho ngudi ta ndi dién." Sean cudi cudi, tiép tuc tur thé tay chdng lén dau.
Anna ¢6 chit that vong, nhitng 1oi ndy cin ban khong thé viét thanh mot bai dua tin.

Nhung Hawkins van luén tram niic, e nay lai mo miéng , "O trong miét cau, ngoai trir sy dién 16, toi con ¢6 cai gi?"

"fch ky, con c6 khong biét cai gi goi 1 xAu hd." Dau Sean hoi ic Fic theo sur gap ghénh ciia banh xe.

Anna nhich mép cudi, ¢6 da cam nhan duogc sy mau thudn giita hai nguoi, khong c6 mii thude sing gay git, nhung da dii khién cho ngudi ta c6 ham
mudn di rinh rp.

"Bing Ay, t0i rt ich ky."

Sean ngin nguoi, that khong ngd Hawkins s& rong hrong thira nhan nhur vy, trong nhét thoi anh ciing khong biét nén néi tiép cai gi cho phai.
Hai ngudi trim miic, Rick so' Anna nham chan, chi phai lai tim d tai khac dé noi.

"Héc, Sean, ln sau anh tim loai phim khac dé xem di, Titanic that sy 1a ngot ngéy dén lam nguoi ta ghé ron!"

"Céac anh con xem loai phim tinh cadm nay nita?" Anna hoi.

"Biing vdy, toi hom qua t6i tim Sean, anh chang nay khong biét udn sai thudc g, thé nhung di xem phim tinh cam. T6i van thich xem phim khoa hoc vién
tudng hodc st thi." Rick nhim nhiin vai.

"Thoéi di, vy c4u con nim cing toi nhin khong roi mit." Sean cudi nhao mot tiéng.

"D Ia boi vi canh Rose khoa than xem con kha 1a thi vi thoi!"



"Céc cAu nam cting nhau xem phini? Nghe qua qua thuc giéng nhu mdt doi tinh nhan!" Anna lai bat dau dua gion.

Rick thip giong méing mot tiéng, "Néu t6i c6 thé cing anh ta c6 thé thanh mot doi, Jack cing Rose lién 6 thé I tau Titanic trd vé nha !

"Trén thuc té, Rick c6 vé hi vong dugc mdt vi nit phdng vién xinh dep nao do ndm trong long cau ta, clng cau ta xem phim tinh cam!" Sean tréu dua .
"That vay a Rick?" Anna ¢6 y kéo dai 4m diéu hoi.

Trong xe vang Ién tiéng cudi khé.

Bon ho di dén bai min, xudng xe, bit dau sap dat thiét bi va day dan.

Anna dya vao Hummer, lch cach Bch cich 4n cameras.

Sean ndi kip nd, tirng budc mot cAn thin ma lui v& phia sau, Hawkins lién di theo bén canh anh.

"T6i hom qua cau cling Rick xem phim." Thanh am ctia Hawkins lanh nhur bang, (*Béo dong!!!* *Bao dong!!1*)

Anh mit troi chéi chang khién Sean w6t dam md héi, anh moi vira chdp mét ¢b géing mo to nhin vé phia trurde, da thdy co nguoi Ky tay lau di md hoi
suyt chut nita roi vao trong niit anh, 1a ban tay ctia Hawkins.

"Ping vay. Tin t6i di, bd phim kia khong phai la thir gi hay ho."

Sau d6, lai a mdt sy trim mc.

Khi tit ca kip nd bé tri xong, ba ngudi trd vé bén canh Hummer, ¢6 phong vién xinh dep cudi néi, "Héc, t6i chup anh cho ba ngudi cac anh nhé!"
"Khong can." Hawkins tra o1 ngin gon.

"Vay chup cho hai ngudi chiing t6i dil" Rick thyre vui vé ma khoac tay 1én ¢ Sean, Sean ciing thire hop tac ma khoac tay 1én vai Rick.
"Puge 1di, cir [y sa mac ndy im bdi canh ciing khong toi!"

Nhung vao lic ndy, qua bom cach d6 xa nhit oanh mot tiéng nd tung, bui dat bi bét Ién cao, tung toe vao khong trung,

Sean cing Rick 6m dau chay vé Hummer.

"Con me nd, Hawkins anh dang lim gi viy!" Sean rong gian.

"Kip nd bom, déy I cong tic ctia ching ta ngdy hom nay." (Ddm chua ngii phé binh! Rick, con ciing thire khong so chét! TTATT)
"Vay anh ciing phéi ndi cho ching toi biét mot tiéng a." Rick ciing bj hoang so.

Anna nguoc lai ha ha n6 nu cudi, "Vira rdi toi chup duoc bo dang hai nguoi chay vé, trong thure budn cudil”

Sean thd ra mdt hoi, gidm 1én dét da vun trd vé, Ay didu khién tir xa ra khoi tay Hawkins, "Dé con song trd lai doanh dia, cong tac kip nd van nén giao
cho toi di."

Hét thay vé t6i quy dao.

"Mt hai, ba!"

"Chuén bi 6t !"

Lai mdt tiéng pha.

Rét nhanh, bom lién chi con lai mbt qua cubi cung.

"T6i ¢6 thé thir mdt in khong?" Anna gio cao tay Ién.

"C6 thé." Sean nhin Hawkins, d6i phurong khong co phéan g gi

"Tét Bim!" Anna tiép nhan diéu khién tir xa, "An c4i nit mau do phai khong?"
"Bring," Rick di dén, dtmg ¢ bén canh ¢b gii.

Anna nhAn manh c&i nit, cat d4 vung Ién, nhét thoi bao trirm 1én thin minh ho.



Tai con mang cam giac kho chiu vi 4m thanh nd manh, Anna simg st trong chdc 1at, lién ha ha cudi, "Ky thit cong viée clia cac anh ciing rat thi vil"
Rick nhin c6 gii, nhéch miéng curdi mot cai, én Hummer.

Sean biét mjt cau "Thii vi" kia clia Anna khién Rick 6 chiit khong béng long. S& khong c6 ai ndi réing cong viée ctia ddi g bom f thi vi, vi khong mdt
ai lai cam thay cai chét 1a mot chuyén tha vi.

Sean va Hawkins ciing Ién xe.

Anna cam giac duge khong khi nidng 1, ciing y thirc duoc minh da noi 101 khong nén néi. C6 timg di qua nhiing vimg héo lanh, cting ting dén Phi Chau
can cdi, trude khi dit chan duge dén nhitng noi d6, ching ta s& khong thé trdng tuong duoc sur gian khd trong sinh ton ciia ho.

Ma ngay hdm nay, ¢ ta da ndi v6i mdt trong nhirng tiéu to chiu 4p hrc cong viée ndng né,n nhét ctia quan doi Hoa Ky la cong viéc cua ho tha vi, day
khong the nghi ngd la qua ngdy tho. Cac don vi EOD Ia don vi chiu sw nguy hiém cao nhét ¢ Baghdad, tinh huong nghiém trong mot khi xay ra hén khong
phai 1a c6 ta co the tuwong turong dén.

Xe chay hon muroi phiit, Rick nhin duge mot ménh Iénh.

"Hawkins, d6i boc thép co mot tiéu doi bi phan tir phan loan vay cong, doanh dia mudn ching ta tién dén tro gitip!"

Hawkins ning nang cim én y bao.

Sean da bat dau chuén bj sing dng, Hawkins ciing vdy.

Anna nhén ra sy cing thing trong khong khi, cting ndm chit Ay cameras.

"That tiéc, o Listeria, mdt cht nita c6 thé s& c6 ban nhau, nhung ciing c6 ca bom." Rick ndi thire binh finh, nhitng hd Iﬁp trong xe cling da trémtrong,

Xe chay thém hon hai muroi pht, xa xa da nghe thiy tiéng sting méy, gion gid va day dac khién cho ngudi ta so haii. Rick chuyén dugc tin hiéu, "Tiéu doi
(33 d6i tang thict giap, day la tieu to thao g& bom, nghe 15 tra 161! Nghe 10 tra loi!"

Vai gidy sau, ¢ hoi am

"Pay 14 tidu d6i C33 doi tang thiét giap! Ké dich khong rd s6 hrong! C6 hai sing méy! Me 16, phia ching t6i di ¢ hai ngudi hi sinh! Cac cau dén nhanh
n!"

"T6i han sting méay!" Sean s& s& dau, "Dimg chura tiép can dwoc C33 ching ta da toi!"

Hawkins nhin qua kinh vién vong, "Bi durong vong ra phia sau quan dich, phan tén sinh hrc dich, giam bét ap luc cho C33."

Xe chay vé phia tiéng sing, bon ho moi di duoc gin 100m, quan phan loan lién phat hién ra bon ho, lap tirc quay sang ban pha.
Hawkins 4n Anna xubng, dan va vao vo xe Hummer loang xoéng loang xoang,

Rick da m cira xe 6m sting nhay xudng .

Sean d sém cii thip than minh dinh di ra, nhung dudng nhu quan bi méc lai trén xe, khong thé di xudng duoc.

Mt Anna Up sap 1én ghé, ciing sép khong tho ndi.

Hawkins 161 ¢6 gai ra khoi Hummer, Anna té ngdi dudi dét, vién dan cim phap xudng cach chan ¢ khoang nira met.

"Poi ¢ phia sau xe."

Rick ti sting Ién cira kinh xe, ban nﬁy phét, ciing khong biét tring hay khong tring, p ttre lai co mdt phét bay lai ddy, phé v ctra xe, Rick nghiéng
nguoi né tranh, manh thily tinh roi day vai cu ta.

"Sean! Anh lamsao vay!" Rick c¢6 chit kinh hai, béng vao than thi ctia Sean, hién tai anh hén da sémdira nghénh dich .
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Hawkins budc nhanh dén,mo ctra ra. Thiy Sean dang ghé vao canh khung cira, dudng nhur dang bi céi gi nfu lai. Hawkins viron minh vao, rit dao gam,
cdt qua mot nhat roi nam lay Sean kéo manh ra.

Gan nhu rAim mdt c4i, hai ngurdi dan ong cao trén 1m80 cling nhau ngd xudng, vién dan bay xet qua bén bon ho, phét ra 4m thanh ma sat vdi vo xe nghe
choi tai rung dong.

"Bimg Ién! Cam Ry, sting d4 1én dan." Hawkins 4n khau stng vao trong long Sean.
N6i xong, Hawkins da tira dén bén cira s6, mudn y dén bén cira s6, phanh mot tiéng ban di, d6i phurong c6 mdt ngudi gue xudng

Sac mit Anna tring béch, lap tirc hiéu duoc day cting la mdt co'hoi kho ¢6 duoc, ning may Ién mudn chyp hinh, Rick vuron tay ra 4n manh dau co
xubng, mot vién dan vira lic dap vao tim 14 sat ngay bén mit cd ta.

"Nit phong vién, hién tai khong phai  ic dé c6 hoan thanh gidc mng dura tin!" Rick bén di mt phét rdi nghiéng thén di, ctra xe lai nghe phanh mot
tiéng chat chua.

Anna run riy, nhin vé phia Hawkins va Sean, thy hai ngudi nay nhin chim chim vao dng ngim, nin th tap trung duong nhu dang chd doi didu gi do.
Bdng nhién, cude chién gay cin ngimg lai.

Phia bén quan phan loan khong thiy nd sing nira.

Rick lién hé doi ting thiét giap, "Goi C33, tinh hinh ctia céc anh nhu thé nao?"

"C33 ¢6 hai ngudi hy sinh, mdt ngudi bi thuong, con ba ngudi con sire chién déu!"

Hai chiéc xe ctia quan phén loan & phia xa rit im king. Lic nay, khi chura thé x4c dinh chéc chéin quan dich d bi tiu diét hét, ho khong thé am gi khac
hon Ia cho doi.

Anna ng01 dudi dAt, nhin ddng hd, da qua hai tiéng, ¢ bi nh néng mit troi gy gat roi xuong cohd bong mjt ting da, nhung diéu lam c6 kinh ngac
khong thé tin ndi i Hawkins cing cac ddng doi luon cdm stng nhin chiim chim vé phia chiéc xe phia d6i dién khong hé dong day.

"Uy, chéc 1 bon ho déu da chét rdi chir?"
"Khong nén xem thuong su kién nhan ctia bon ho." Sean trd, md hoi roi xuéng, "Rick, céu nghi ngoi trude di."

"Puogc." Rick rt sting lai, ngéi xuéng dya vao than xe, timnudc khoang déc lién tuc vé phia miéng, sau d6 tim ra hai binh nita, mo nz"lp dua cho Sean va
Hawkins.

Giira trua, 4nh néing dem ca manh dét déu thiéu chdy, ngay ca hio quang phan xa déu rit chéi mit.
"Sean, udng nurde." Hawkins khong hé dong day.
Sean cham ri ngdi xudng, Rick dimg day, lai dat sing Ién vi tri theo ddi.

M&i nuidt xudng mdt nira hop nude, mot tleng phanh vang Ién, vién dan xet qua bén canh b Hawkins, ban vao bén chan Anna, khién c6 ta hét 1én choi
tai. Hawkins bop o, dbi phuwong 6 tiéng la 1én rdi ngil xubng, ndim sdng swrop trén cira kinh xe. Sean ngdy dai.

Hinh anh khi anh van con | Vincent, cam stng nhim ban thiéu nién kia lai bi mot vién dan ban tring ¢ hién hién truée mét, "Hawkins........... "

"Uong nurde xong thi ning sting én." Thanh am ctia Hawkins khong hé bién chuyén, twa hd sur nguy hiém suyt mat mang vira rdi khong duoc y dé tim
dén.

Sean thé dai, bic stng lén.

Ngay sau d6, mit nguoi dan 6ng mang bom trén ngudi chay ra khoi chd nép, hinh thire tap kich tur sat, Rick vira muén bén da bi Sean can lai, "Cén
thin, dimg ban tring bom trén ngurdi anh ta!”

Anna ciing di Ién, nhin thdy ngudi dan 6ng kia cang chay cang gan!
Cubi cting ¢6 ta ciing cam nhan dugc mot loai hoang so ddi véi tir vong, bong dang ctia tir than thoang hién lén trong mit 6 ta.

Ngay khi nguoi dan 6ng tiér,l vao tim ban, dang qhuén bi kip nd bom trén ngudi, Hawkins van lanh nhu bang, khong chit do du bop ¢, vién dan bay di,
cat ngang qua khong khi, d6i phuong ngd sap xuong, hinh anh d6 dirng lai trong mét moi ngurdi nhu mdt pha quay cham

Sean ngly ngudi mot chit, m6i chm rii n6i, "Anh bén tring vi tri nao?"

"DAu, t6i khéng dinh." Hawkins thu sting Ve, "Ngay c4 hinh thirc tap kich tir déu dung t6i, bon ho qua that khong mudn séng."



"Hawkins!" Sean viron tay chop ly y, gt lai.

"Toi di thao d& qua bom trén cai xac." Hawkins nhiu may suy nghi, "Cau nmudn di?"

"Anh & lai ddy, t6i di." Sean cudi cudi, budng tay Hawkins, di vé phia nguoi chét.

"Sean?" Hawkins goi.

Sean khong dé y dén y, van di thing vé phia ngudi kia.

"Sean —— anh Am gi vdy! Ching ta con chura xac dinh dwoc ngudi kia da chét!" Rick hét to.

"Hawkins n6i da bin tring dAu ngudi d6! Vay thi phai i da tring !" Sean phét phat tay, di dén bén canh thi thé, ding miii chin dap nhe, sau d6 ngdi x6m
xuong thao do bom.

Anna gio cameras, chup miy tAm hinh,

Trén khung hinh, Sean ngdi xm, cti dau, i Hawkins dimg & gan chiéc Hummer, quay lung vé phia Anna, nhung c6 lai ¢6 cam gide gior phit nay trong
mit Hawkins khong cé hoang mac, khong c6 bom, chi c6 Sean.

Bombi d& bo, nguoi cua C33 ciing chay toi.

Anna 6m cameras chay qua dd, Rick dudi theo, "Anna! Cén than mbt chut!"

Ngay vao gio phit d6, Anna thiy duong nhu minh dm tring thir gl, tam dimg chan lai, Rick b to , "Bimg nhic chan!"
Anna sitng s dumg tai chd, trai tim bt dAu kinh hoang nhay 1én, "Dy ki cdigi......... Paylcéig......
Rick chay lai, co' hd ngii ngdi bén chén ¢ ta.

"C6 dumg im, khong dugc nhiic nhich di chi mot chit!" Rick that can thin boi cat dat ra, 16 ra mdt chiée khoen sét.

"D9 la cai gi? Co phai la bom khong?"

"Hawkins! Hawkins!" Rick quay d4u di Ion tiéng hét, "Anna dim tring dia 16i !"

Anna kinh hii, "Noindy.......... Noinay sao lai c6 dia 16i?"

"Vo nghia! Noi nay Ia phia sau lung tran dia ctia phan quan! Bon ho ¢6 thoi quen mai phyc dia 161 dé phong ngira bi danh p! C6 khong thiy vira r?)i fic
di qua day Sean van thit can that hay sao? C6 ngudi nao giong nhu c6 vay, hirng huc chay thang dén hay khong?!" Rick bat dau lay tay gay cat dat,
dinh dem ca qua dia 161 1§ thién.

Hawkins cling Sean chay dén.

"Céc ngudi nghi cach dil Cac ngudi i t6 thao do bom! Cac nguoi nhét dinh xtr Iy duoc qua bom, ding khong'" Séc mit Anna ti nhot, ¢ ta tur nguyén
di dén day, truwocs khi di cting da trong tuong dén sy nguy hiém, nhung khi chinh ¢0 ta tir thé nghiém dén “nguy hiém’” moi chuyén lai khong giong nhur
turong tuong! Trai tim nhu mudn nhay ra khoi ong ngure, toan thin déu dang run rdy, 6 ta ciing sap khong gitt droc cho cai chin ciia minh ndm yén trén

qua dia 16

Hawkins chim rii ngdi x6m xudng mdt bén, thanh am trrdc sau van lanh ling, "Chiing t6i chi xir Iy qua nhitng qua dia 16i khong bi ngudi dim tring.”
(*Gat gir* ==)

Rick méing vai cau thd 16, "Néu noi ddy 1 khu vire bang tuyét, uy lirc ciia bom c6 thé khong qua Ion."

"Noinay la Baghdad.......... " Anna hit sau , "Noi nay nhiét d0 luén trén 30.......... "

Sean dua tay s& soang, "Thiét b d4nh Iira cua dia 161 ny 1 ngoi cham, do lon cia né khong hon kémbao nhiéu so voi thoi son mbi cua phu nit, bén
trong c6 mot vién bi thép lan, nguyén ly kip 16 ciiing gidng nhur nguyén Iy hoat dong ciia bit bi. S¢ dikhi damxuong 16 khong phat 10, nguyen nhan cha
yéu & bi thép lan di, mic lai & khe truot hinh chit Z, sau khi duoc tha Iong, ngoi cham mdi bat Ién va cham diém hoa, dan dén nb ma

"Pon vi ddc ching day anh?" Rick cén moi.

"Khong phai, t6i tu hoc." P9 1a khi anh con la Vincent, da hoc dugc kién thire nay trong budi toa ddm & can ctr khong quén.

"Vay anh c¢6 hoc duogc phéi lim thé ndo dé do bom trong trudng hop nay khong?"

"Rick, ciu vé xe tim ]éiy céi dinh sét, At ca kich ¢ déu phai tim dén." Sean déy cdu ta mot cai, Rick voi chay trd vé&, md hom dung cu trén xe.



"Binh im nhur thé ndo?" Hawkins hoi.

"Rt ngdi nd ra, ding dinh sét thay thé. May nin i bon ho sir dung dia 161 kiéu cii, néu bon ho str dung dia 161 kiéu mdi thi t6i khong c6 bét cir bién phép
gi dugce!"

Anna da bét dau dimg khong yén, "Sao Rick con khong.......... conkhong trd lai......... Chang & anh ta khong tim dwoc dinh.......... "

"Kién tri mdt chit, Anna, Rick dén!" Sean nhan léy rrﬁy cai dinh, chon ra mdt cai, n6i voi Rick va Hawkins: "Hai ngurdi di di, noi ndy c6 mdt minh t6i la
diroi"

"T6i khong dil" Rick van khong nhiic nhich.

"Chfmg phai cau van luon n()ircélu mudn séng hay sao? Néu cdu nhit dinh & lai day, va néu qua bomnay nd thi viée ciu chét cling voi t6i chi 1a mot sy hy
sinh v nghia!" Sean trirmg niit Rick, "Pingay di!"

Rick biét Sean n6i diing, mim moi, tir tir i v& phia au, cham ri it lui dén khoang cach an toan.

"Con anh nira, Hawkins."

"T6i mubn xem linh diic ching tién nhiém & dia 161." Hawkins ngdi xubng bén canh, nhin chdm chim xudng dudi chin Anna.
"D dién." Sean cong cong khoe mi¢ng, khom ngudi nim tp sdp xudng, ngon tay viron vé phia dia 16i, chim rai xoay tron tim dan rit ra.
Anna nhdm chit mt, tai nghe thiy Sean néi, "Kién tri di Anna, c6 lam tt Fimy, giit nguyén hrc chan nhu thé nay nhé!"

Tam dén dugc rit ra, dia 16i khong phat nd da i thanh cong qué nira.

Sean dem cdy dinh cin than chén vio.

"T6t ro1." Sean ngAng dAu liéc nhin Anna.

"T6i ¢6 thé nhdc chan rdi sao?" Anna khong ngimg nudt nurée miéng,

"C6 thé, nhung phai chd ching t6i di da." Hawkins tam Sean Ién, di vé phia Rick.

"Hey! Hawkins! Anh lam gj, im gi. . .!" Sean quay déu lai, thiy Anna dang khong biét phéi lam nhur thé ndo cho phai.

"Cau da vi cb ta m di thiét bi kip nd, tinh hudng by gior ciing gidng nhur c4u vira ndi voi Rick, cau & lai voi ¢o ta chi 1 sy hy sinh khong can thiét."
Hawkins xoay nguoi, nhin Anna.

"Anna! Nhic chan di!" Sean ho to, ngudi ciia C33 ciing da dén déy .

Anna nhin Ién anh it troi chéi chang trén dinh dau, nang cammeras Ién, 16 ra mdt nu cudi kho coi, tur chup chin dung ctia chinh minh. Sau d6 chan mém
nhiin, ngdl ngdi xuong mot bén.

Khong gian im ang, dat troi im dng,
Anna thé hon hén, ban tay nim chét iy cameras.
Lic ndy, ngudi cia C33 bong nhién kéu lén, "That's Ok!" "Mau tr6 lai!"

Liic néy Anna mdi di lén, lung lay di vé phia bon ho, vira di vira nhin trén méit ddt, chi s lai dém tring dia 10i. Cho dén khi i dén truée mit Rick, bi cau
ta 6m lay, lic ndy co gai moi nam trong long cau ta khoc rong lén.

Hawkins md 1én tiéng n6i voi Sean: "Cém c& hiéu 1én chd nay, cho cong binh dén mot chuyén."
Trén duong xe chay trd lai quan doanh, Anna ngdi chét king, cai chén kia hau nhu khong thé cir dong

Doc theo duong di tit ca moi nguoi rat im king, Hawkins khong ni cau g, Sean chong dau tira vao bén cira s6, ngon tay Rick gd 6 tay lai, "Rt cuc lai
song qua mot ngay a!"
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Anna nging dau Ién, nhin vé phia cau ta, "Rick.......... Rit xin Ibi.......... "
"Xin 16i chuyén gi?" Rick quay dau lai liéc nhin c6 ta.

"Hom nay t6i da noi.......... Cong thc clia cac anh rat tha vi..........
"Chuyén d6 dy a?" Rick cuoi e Fic dau, "Toi biét ¢ khong cb y. Mdi lan ching t6i di thio g& bom, d6 déu 1 mdt ngay tan thé."

Span cling quay du lai, nhin Anna mot cai, to vé trAn an, sau d6 céip cho Anna mot cai trAn an dich dnh mét, sau d6 ndm tay lai, dAmnhe vao vai Rick,
101 kh& ngdmnga ca khiic The end of the world.

Thanh 4m ctia anh c6 sy tram 4m ctia giong nam, vang Ién giita khung canh ménh mong hoang vu ndyy khién cho ngudi ta bdng nhién khong cam long
duoc ma sa vao trong do.

Rick phu hoa theo giai diéu cua bai hatsm ngén tro khe gb 1n tay lai

Hawkins nghiéng d4u lai, nhin vé phia dinh dAu Sean 16 ra trén hung ghé.

V& t6i doanh dia, Rick cing Sean Ky bia dén, cing nhau ubng, xem nhur chiic mirmg hém nay sng s6t sau tai nan.

"Chi i ung bia, rit nham chan !" Rick nga Ién girong, "Néu c6 thé lam gi do thi t5t!"

Sean cudi cudi, gay gy ddng DVD, "Loan thé giai nhan, cau c6 xem khong?"

"Lai i phim tinh cam Fing man, hai ching ta cing nhau xem c6 vé rit ky quai !" Rick ic Fic chai bia.

"Ciing t6i xem phim 1 ky quéi, nhung ciing Anna xem thi 1 Eing man ?" Sean budn cudi dap Rick mot cai.

Rick udng hoi nhiéu, chong mit, niing né than thé vai tiéng,

Sean nhin thoi gian thiy da khong con sém, vi thé anh kéo Ky Rick, "Di thoi, toi dira cau vé phong!"

Rick t6 ra chdng d6i mot chit, tyra hd rét kru luyén chiée giwong cta Sean.

That vat va nang duoc Rick Ién dua tré vé, ddip kin chéin cho cau ta, Sean méi quay lai phong minh, vira di vira dt mot diéu thude.
Di dén trude cira, anh nhin thdy c6 bong ngudi ngdi & do, Sean nghiéng dau, mo hd phéc hoa ra mdt doi chén dai.

"Hawkins? Pa tré thé nay anh con toi?"

"Pién & trong phong toi co van dé."

"Vivdy. ..?" Sean 6m canh tay dtmg nhin y, i khi anh that s mudn mé dau ctia Hawkins ra, nhin xem bén trong chira céi gi.
"T6i nghii nén dén chd cau dé viét bao cao." Hawkins tra 1i thyre vo cling dwong nhién

Sean hoi nhwréng iy, anh rat mubn d4 cho Hawkins mdt céi, néu'y 6 thoi gian ngdi & chd niy chés anh, vay thi dén bét clr mt gian phong néo ciing c6
the viet xong bao céo.

"Viét xong anh lap tirc di cho. Téi mubn di ngi1." Sean m cira, Hawkins di theo anh vao. (Cai gi goi 1 “dan s6i vao nha’™? Déy chinh 14! Ka ka ka ~0%)

Sean nam trén giwong, cam diéu khién tir xa n lung tung. Nwo lai, Hawkins thye sur im ing, chi ngdi ¢ trude ban viét céi gi d6. Sean liéc mat nhin y,
lai thay trén c0 y cd vét san do, do 1a dau vét bi dan sat pha da hdmnay

Ngon tay Sean kh& run, anh muén xubng, nhung cudi cting van Ién tiéng hoi: "Sao anh khong di Bac si Lewis noi d6 nhin xem?"

"Hmm?" Hawkins van cti dau, chi y dat vao béo céo.

Sean lién ngéi day, c6 vé tho bao 161 ngin kéo ra, dem thing thudc nén 1én mit ban.

Hawkins 1t cuc nging d?u} 1én phin anh, 4nh it y binh tinh sau thim tua hd nhu dang nhin mdt dira nho ¢b tinh gay su. Anh it 4y co hd choc gidn
Sean, "T6i bict anh rat nuon chét! Nhung t61 khong hy vong trong ic thao do bom, vi miéng vét thirong nhiém tring than tri khong 16 ma anh kéo ca toi
cting Rick vao chd chét!"

"Sean." Hawkins nghiéng ngui lai, hai tay om Ay khuon niit Sean, nhur thé 1am vay c6 thé gitt vitng lai tim tinh dang x6n xao ciia anh, dura sy quan tim



lo nghi ctia anh 161 ra truedc mét minh.

Sean hit mot hoi, cudi bat déc di, "Anh cir luén nhur vAy. RS rang c6 thé dimg ngudi méy g& bom, nhung anh lai khong thé khong di dén trude mit cai
thir vat thé chét tiét Ay. Lai khong miic trang phuc phong ho! Téi thure khong hiéu anh im cach ndo dé t6t nghiép duoc khéa hudn luyén théo d& bom?
Trong mét anh khong hé ¢6 ky ut.......... N6i cho t6i biét! Anh lim thé ndo con c6 thé & lai trong quan doi? Che sau khi anh am nhitng chuyén hoang
duong ndy xong, anh ching nhimg ding loai 4nh méit nay nhin t6i, con ding loai ngit diéu nay goi tén t6i, anh khién t6i cam thiy ring chinh minh m6i I ké
lam nhiing chuyén hoang duong kia!"

"Sean." Khuon mit Hawkins dura lai gan anh thém mot chit, hoi thé ctia y nhur ¢6 nhur khong cham dén da anh, dnh it lanh ing dwong nhur lai 6 thém
mdt phan mém mai.

"Dung nhin t6i kiéq 4y." Sean mubn quay dau di, giong n6i lai mang vé canh cao. Hanh dong ctia Hawkins thoat nhin ciing khong ding sirc, Sean lai chi
c6 thé duy tri tu the cli

"Chu so t6i chét?”

"Sai, t6i mudn anh som mot chit phi qudc ky ndm dudi ba tic d4t nghe qudc ca! Nhur vay toi va Rick co thé dugc doi dén mdt ngudi dan dau an phén!
Nhur vay ti va Rick ¢6 thé song sot trd vé M§!" Sean noi nhitng 161 nay qua ke rang.

"Cau so t6i chét?" Hawkins 1p lai vin d& kia mdt lan nita, nhu thé nhimg gi Sean vira n6i hoan toan khong phai 1 dap an.

"Ding véy! Visao dén bay gio anh van con song!" Sean ding strc mudn hit ban tay Hawkins ra, d6i phurong budng tay, nhung lai viron qua ngyc anh,
om lay anh, ding strc dé Sean ngdl quy vé phia long minh, anh nhanh chong bat lay canh ban, nhung Hawkins lai cang manh tay 161 kéo anh xuong.

Tur thé nay ctia ho that budn cudi, Sean cing Hawkins nit d6i mit, anh ngdi & trén dii y.
"Cau so t6i chét, phai khong?" Hawkins van hoi lai vin dé do, tura hd ngay ca ngit khi déu khong thay doi.

Seap mudn dl'n}g 1én, Hawkins lai dé anh mépg that manh, chiéc ghé bi hai nglr01 dung strc ma hoi trurot di, phat ra Am thanh bén nhon trén san, Sean
muon gio tay dam Hawkins, lai trong nhay mit cam nhin duoc thir gi d6 cing ran dinh 1én phia sau minh.

"Fuck! Hawkins —— dé t6i dimg lén Now!" Sean ciing sdp khong nhin duoc nita, anh biét gio phit ndy nguoi dan 6ng nay muén im g, mi anh
thi mdt chut cling khong muon trd thanh mdt by phan trong tri trong tuong cua y.

"Plmg Ion xon Sean, cau cling biét t6i mudn a"
Sean mo hd nhin thiy ngon lira trong it Hawkins, ngon lira dang dit doi cura quiy nhu mudn pha tan syr tréi budce ctia hai con nguoi.
"N6i cho t6i biét, Sean, cdu so t6i chét, phai khong?"

Sean khong hiéu vi sao Hawkins co thé chap nhat nhur vay, Vér} khong ngimng hoi vin dé nay, nhung thanh 4m ctia y rat u finh, Sean bong cam thdy con
phan nd cua minh gidng nhur mdt ngon liét hoa roi vao trong bien bang,

"Bing vay, t6i so. Toi ki cai ké cim sting dtmg sau krng anh, anh biét khong? Anh c6 thé tudng tuong dugc khi anh di vé phia chiéc xe chét tict kia thi
moi buwocs di ctia anh déu lam cho ngodn tay t6i cung do trén co sung? Anh c6 thé tudng turong dugc khi anh di dén cho céi cay cot dién chét tiét kia
thao do cdi gi chd mi bom............. phat sing &y duong nhu khong phéi dép v& bong dén ma 1 dép v& dau cua tdi hay khong? Con ¢6 bon muroi sau
ngay.......... Anh c6 thé tirdng turong dugc mdi ngiy khi rdi girong t6i déu lap tirc nghi dén Troi a, ta lai phai cling ké dién kia di lam nhiém vu! O dau c6
qua Iyu dan true tiép demta no chét & trén gurong di”

Hawkins bong nhién hung hain hon iy anh, manh mg dén ndi g anh phéi cong én, nga vé phia sau.

Sean vira ddy dugc y ra, song song bop liy ba vai dbi phuong, dé manh xubng, con minh thi gily m& s kimkep cua y, tranh ra phia sau. Sean vira
nghiéng nguoi co dimg vimg, khong ngd Hawkins da chom tdi, Sean da chn phai, rat nhanh hai nguoi lai trién danh. Néu ding ndm tay, Sean thira nhan
vi tri ctia minh bat loi, ma Hawkins, that khong may, cling 1 cao thii cn chién.

"T6i ghét cau va Rick cing nhau xem dién anh!"

"T61 ghét cu ndi cd nguoi dan ba khac 13 do tuwong tinh duc cta cau!"

"Toi ghét cau khong thém nhin dén t6i ngay sau khi két thic nhiém vu!" (10 diéu anh ghét em. ==+)

Sean mor to hai mé}, Jan dAu tién anh nhin t}ﬁy cam xtic ctia Hawkins twa nhu bom nd manh, y khong hé gao thét, nhitng mdi mdt cau lai trong luc khon
cung, am vang khién Sean mo mit.

"Con ¢0, t61 mudn cau."

Dién mao ctia Hawkins von anh tudn, trong chdp niit Sean lai thiy né da tinh cting hoan toan mét sirc kiém ché.



Rét nguy hiém, Sean biét.

Hawkins so v6i bt ctr mdt loai bom ndo trén doi nay déu phéi nguy hiém

Nhung khi mdi hon ctia y roi xubng, anh lai khong thé trén.

Nhitng cai mit vao néng bong, khat vong chiém hiru trin ngp trong khoang miéng Sean

Hawkins budng tay Sean ra, mot tran thanh &m vai voc ma xat vang én, y da coi xubng quan phyc ctia minh, ndm Iy anh ching van cir dai ra phia dudi
minh, dua tay anh dat Ién cai “vat thé” cimg ran cao ngat dén ky cuc kia.

Sean mudn rit tay v&, Hawkins lai cudi khé mot tiéng

Hawkins rét it cudi, nu cudi ctia y dudng nhu vinh vién ¢6 mdt loai trio phing, nhung lic nay ddy, Sean lai nghe ra vé tu gidu.

"Con me nd, anh budng tay ra! Toi khong c6 s& thich giip nguoi khac “choi stng”!"

Hawkins cii xudng, nhe giong ndi bén tai Sean: "N rat nong, dung khong?"

"Khdn kiép!" Sean quay niit qua chd khac, anh suy nghi xem vi sao minh luén khong dénh lai dugc Hawkins?

"Cau c6 biét nd ¢6 bao nhiéu khao khat dugc tién vao trong thin thé cta cu, xam pham cau?" Hawkins noi rat chAm rdi, Sean thﬁmng}ﬁ giét chét y!

"CAu c6 biét n6 ¢6 bao nhiéu khao khat dugc thé hi cam giéc bi cau gt gao bao viy y?" Hoi th clia Hawkins phun bén tai Sean, tua nhu mdt sy mé
hoac, than thé Sean run Ién, mdt luong hoi ndng trao dang, d6 xudng dudi ha than.

"Cau ¢ biét nd khao khat duoc dem cau nhbt vao mot noi khong ai co thé dén duoc, sau d6 am cau sudt mot ngay mot dém?"
"Durng lai! Tén dién nay! Imdi! Imdi!" Sean kéu to Ién, phong bén c6 ngurdi gd vao turong, y bao bon ho im ng mot chit.

Hawkins lai hon iy mdi trén cia Sean, khéic voi miy ln trude dién cudng, It niy ddy tran ngdp 6n nhu va an i, dau hudi chay doc theo khe hé cuia o
moOi cham rdi lach vao, liém lap bo trong ctia moi.

Sean hit mot hoi, curdi nhao mot tiéng, né tranh, "Khong bang anh dem t6i danh ngit xiu di roi lm!"

"Cau c6 biét vi sao cau ludn khong danh thing duoc t6i?" Hawkins nim léy}ay Sean thong tha chuyén dong trén duc vong cua minh, Sean cling ngic ca
nguoi, cam nhan dugce mach dap thinh thich ctng strc ndng kinh ngudi ¢ chd d9, trai tim anh nhdy Ién bang bang kho cé thé tran tinh dugc.

"Visao?"

"Boi vi anh ho 5:1"];1 101 trurde kia Ia linh dac ching, Trude khi anh ta,bi bomtac bay Ién trdi, anh ta thuong day t6i toi danh can chién, ma t6i t6i hing thu
chinh 12 lam thé nao tng phd duoc linh dac chiing da timg nhan huan luyén chuyén mon."

Sean sting st, anh ho ctia Hawkins bi bomnd chét?
"Cho nén cau c6 hai Ira chon: ]éy tay, hodc t6i s& khién cau khong thé dong day, sau do kéo quﬁn cau xuéhg, lam chuyén t6i mudn im Chon dil"
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Sean mudn ni "T6i chon céch thir ba bé gy ¢6 anh', nhung Hawkins da Iip kin mbi anh, sy 6n nhu vira rdi nhanh chong tan bién, thay vao dé
nhitng c4i hon say dam néng bong khién ngudi ta vung huyén.

Pong tac cang ltc cang nhanh, Sean ding strc nhich vé phia bén phéi ... 6 thodt di khoi sy manh figt ctia Hawkins, anh th hon hén, doi mdi ciia doi
phuong co qua hai mad anh, ngdm lay cam anh.

Hoi thé tré nén thd 4ch néing né, Sean khép ho d6i mit, thoang nhin qua vé mit ciia Hawkins.

Anh chura timg nhin thdy déng vé lic y nhim mét lai, cang chura timg gip déng vé ctia y e y cau miy hurdng thu rdi lai vinh vién chua di
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Hawkins tira mdi bén tai anh, trong thanh &m ¢6 y vi tréu dua: ""Vi sao thay t6i “choi sting”, cau lai ban?"
Sean ngay ngin ca ngudi, ho hip gip gap cham rai on dinh lai, "Anh ¢6 thé budng ra duoc chua?"
Hawkins hru loat dimg dy, rit khén tay trén nit ban, lau lau ha than ctia minh, i lai ngdi Ién ghé tiép tuc viét bao cdo.

Sean ly canh tay che khuat mit minh, theo Iy luAin m ndi, 40 so'mi va quan dai déu van & trén ngudi anh, nhung anh lai cam thiy vira r6i minh da thuc
su bi Hawkins dem ... “lam™

"Fuck!" Anh viron chin ra d4 vao ghé ctia Hawkins, ghé khong d6, lung Hawkins ciing chi khé rung rung.

Hai, ba phit ﬁép theo, Sean van nim trén mit dat, Hawkins hoan thanh béo céo, xoay nguoi lai, nhin vé phia Sean.
"Cau Iy hom thude ra day khong phai dé gitip t6i xtr Iy vét thurong hay sao?"

Sean khong n6i 161 ndo.

Hawkins md hom, Ay bang gac va thudc bot chéng viém, tyr minh xir ly. Pong tic ctia y thuan thuc ma tao nhi, Sean budng thong hai tay ndm tai chd
nhin vé phia y.

"Hawkins.......... Pi tim mdt nguoi dan ba di." Sean bat dau nong gian thire sur.

"Caula ngum duy nhét khién t6i mubn am tinh." Hawkins dung day, dem hom thudc tra lai trong nggn t, sau d6 kéo Sean 1én khoi nit dz‘it, "Budn ngi
thi quay ve giuong ngl."

Sean v vd démnoi, "Anh khong biét ring giwrong 1 noi rét nguy hiém hay sao?"

"Trén thue t& t61 khong can & trén girdng méi ¢6 thé am cau."

"Anh c6 thé khong dem hai tir im cdu * dat & trén cira miéng khong? Vi sao t6i va anh n6i chuyén khong dén hai ciu s& nghe thiy hai c4i tir nay?"
"Trong xe Hummer ciing la mbt dia diém khong toi. Hoac 1 trong vin phong ctia Grey." Nu cudi nd ra trén miéng Hawkins lic ndy rat 16 rang, khong
phai a kiéu cudi trao phiing hay khu6n mit lanh nhur bang, lic ndy nhin y day ve thanh thuc ma goi cam. Sean dam déanh cuoc, gio' phat nay Hawkins
treo ny cudi di vao mot quan bar, nhat dinh khong thiéu phy nit san sang ctng y di vao trong chiéc Hummer hodc van phong ctia mot bac sitim Iy nao
d6 lam chuyén ma y muon lam.

Hawkins it ngon dén duy nhét trong phong,

Sean nghi'y s& di, khong ngd y lai ngdi xudng bén girdng anh.

"Anh me n6 nmudn lm gi!" Sean lai mudn phat dién .

"Cling t6i ngit hodc ciing t6i im xong cai chuyén vira rdi ching ta dang lam do, cdu chon cai nao?" Thanh 4m ctia Hawkins tru6e sau nhw mot chira
dung ddy y curoi, ma Sean biét cho dii anh c6 di ké chuyén nay voi bat cir ai khéc thi ciing khong ¢6 ngudi tin Hawkins biét “curor” - theo dung nghia ctia
no.

Sean ¢6 chit moi mét, khong phéi thin thé, mé 1 cac té bao than kinh dang thuong cia anh.

Ma hai nguoi dan 6ng than hinh cao 16n cing ndim trén mdt chiéc giwrong don chi c6 thé Sean cam thiy minh sép bi ép vao trong vach tudng,

"Anh c6 thé quay vé phong minh hay khong?"

"K hong phai hom nay." Hawkins nghiéng ngudi, canh tay vong qua ngudi Sean, ding sire kéo anh vao 1dng minh, hoi thé ciia y phéi vao ¢b anh.

Sean rét mudn ddy y kin xubng khoi girong, anh ciing tin rang minh c6 di néing r dé ki thé. Nhung khi anh nghi dén tur thé ciia hai ngwoi e ndy,
Sean tinh nguyén lra chon an phan, tuyét do6i khong mudn khien doi phurong lai c6 co hdi day 1én duc hoa.

Ho hip diu di va kéo dai, Sean nhim hai m¥it lai, khong cam gidc thiy nguoi phia sau keng kh& hon 1én gay anh.
skksk

Ngay hom sau, khi tinh lai, Sean phat hién ra minh dang ndm trong tur thé “ca thién ha nay déu thude vé ta”, nghia 1o mdt minh chiém ca chiéc giwong! Tay
dap dap, cai gi ciing khong so t6i, dong hd béo thirc vang én, anh nim p sap, dau 6¢ ¢ chit mo mit.

Sean hip mit nhin quanh can phong, dwong nhu sy ton tai ctia Hawkins dém qua chi 1 a0 giac ma thoi.



Anh thd dai mt hoi, ¢6 hong dau dau.

MG chai nuée khoéing, udng vai hép, &n diém tim xong, lai k doi knh. Nhung tat ca bon ho déu bit, thoi gian doi knh thuong thudng s& khong vuret
qua nira budi sang.

"Cau n6i i bon ho phat hién noi phin tir tang trit hang néng & vimg ngoai 62" Sean ban tin ban nghi.

"Anh ciing biét ddy théi, cho dirbon ho phat hién kho Ita cia phan quan cting s& lam nhu kho dan ma kéu tat ca clng tlen dén." Rick stra sang lai vii khi
trang bi, mo cira xe ngdi xudng, "Bat qué lan nay 1 tiéu doi hién dang canh gitr & kho hang kia chi dich tén ching ta t6i tiép vién bon ho."

"Vi sa0?" Yét hu anh tura hd sung 16n hon,

Rick nhin thoang qua Hawkins da ngdi yén vi sau xe, néi: "Nghe noi tiéu doi tién vao tra xét thiy mot thing bom trén ¢6 dan gidy niém phong véi dong
chir: Sinh nhat vui vé, Hawkins."

Sean tho dai, mo cira xe ngéi vao, "Montero James?"

"Pi s& biét." Hawkins Ién tiéng,

Rick vira dinh phét dong xe rdi khoi ga ra lién thiy c6 ngudi chay toi

"Anna?" Rick ngin ngudi, "Hom nay nhiém vu ctia ching toi rét diic thi, tuyét dbi khong thé dura c6 di theo!"

Anna nd ny cudi, "Toi bict toi tot nhét khong nén bam dudi cac anh, boi vi toi s& chi im cac anh phén tam, con c6 thé tao ra phién phirc. Toi chi muén
ndi... Rick, budi t6i hom nay t6i muron bép ctia quan doanh Iam chitt mi 'Y cho anh, anh nhat dinh phai tré vé an."

Sean huyt sao vang doi.

Tuy rﬁng Rick van n6i néu trd lai Mi s& tim mot ¢ ban gai xinh dep va c6 phong cach, nhung hién tai khi ¢ my nit t6 vé c6 cam tinh voi cau ta, ciu ta
thoat nhin lai thure binh tinh.

"T6i s& c& hét sirc."

Xe di.

Sean bdng nhién nh¢ t6i diéu gi: "Rick, cau néi trén gidy niém phong viét Sinh nhét vui vé, Hawkins*?"

"Phai."

"Vay homnay la sinh nhat Hawkins?"'

"Anh phai hoi sép clia ching ta."

Sean quay dau lai: "Ha, that sao?"

Hawkins nhin anh, tr mbt tiéng,

"Chi mong dy khong phai 1 sinh nhét cudi cing ciia anh." Sean quay dau lai.

Xe di dén trrde mot kho hang dung bang gd cii k§, c6 miy chiée xe quan dung dimg cach kho hang khoang 25m

"Pem sting dng dan duoc diit & nha kho dyung bing gd? Phan quan bi bom nd hong dau rdi hay sao?"' Rick déng cira xe, di vé phia tiéu doi dang lam
nhiém vy canh chirng,

"C6 I8 muyc dich ctia bon ho chinh i chd ching ta dén déy, sau do tai dem ca kho hing cing ching ta nd vang Ién troi." Sean cam thy hung tit ngira, noi
glirach da c6 chut dau.

"Ching ta phdi di vao that sao?"
"Khéng, ching ta ding nguoi méy. Bao cao cho thiy trong kho hang khong c6 béc thang " Hawkins bat dau thiét lap thiét bi giam thi

Sean quay dau lai nhin y, néu & dy 6 bom ctia Montero, Hawkins héin i tw minh di vao ma khong phai I ding nguoi méy, hubng hd ¢ ngoai kho hang
dieu khién ngudi may tién vao tham do tham chi thdo d& bom can k¥ xao rat cao. (Phau thuit ndi soi?==)

"Hawkins?" Sean nhin y.

béi phuong dua cho anh mot lo mrde khoang, "Sean, nhin cau ¢ vé khong thodi mai?"



Rick bi nhitng 16i ny hip dan chil ¥, "Sean, anh bj bénh sao? Bt qua toi chi théy trén mit anh dot nhién ndi 1én hai cai mun day thi thoi."
"Camon, " Sean nhan By binh murde, "Toi chi thdy ¢b hong khong my thodi mai thoi."
Nua gio dich sau, ngudi miy chamrdi khéi dong, di vao kho hang,

Cameras loang choang, Sean vira tim bit vira cuoi not: "Ha, Hawkins! Toi sg anh da lau khong diéu khién nguoi may, dimg lai khong chao hoi gi d lam
nd bom!"

Hawkins nghiéng myit nhin lai, khoe miéng huéng vé phia trrde khé cong, dang tiéc Sean cti ddu khong nhin thiy.

Neudi may di vao, Hawkins da chimng minh dwoc ngdn tay minh ngoai trir thao & bom, trén ban diéu khién ciing rét linh hoat.

"Sean, lai day." Hawkins nhin man hinh, ndi.

Sean di dén, "Sao thé, t6i nghe ndi noi do ¢ ca thing bom, dirng n6i voi t6i ngudi méy ctia anh tinh mang timg thing timg thing mot dira."
Hawkins ding cam chi chi man hinh, Sean hip mit, thiy cameras ctia ngudi may chup dugc mdt hop sét ky quéi noi goc twong, "D6 1 bom sao?”
"Cang gidng nhur mot thiét bi kip nd."

"Thiét bi kip n6?" Sean ngin nguoi.

Ngudi méy tiép tuc thong tha di dong, Sean thiy ddy dan kéo dai vao dén trong thimg day bom, sau d6 vo sb soi ddy tu tap di v& phia cai hop sit ndm
trong goc tudng.

"Fuck!" Sean 6m Iy dAu, "Ca kho hing ndy chinh | mot qua bom! Ching ta phai rit hui khoi day, dé cho truc thing dén truc tiép nd tan noi nay!"
Hawkins dua tay chi chi man hinh.

Sean thiy trén hop sit dimg bit ky tén viét: G dwroc sb bom nay, may c6 thé biét tao & noi nio.

"Toi phai g s6 bomnay."

"Noi 4n C}éu cta Montero James dang dé anh Iy tinh mang cua minh di mao hiérr}?" Sean cam thdy Hawkins khong thé n6i Iy, "Chiing ta chi can roi di,
sau dé de cho tryc thang hodc 1a bat ¢t don vi ndo khac dén kip n6 noi ndy thi tot roi!"

"Bom ctia Montero di giét chét anh ctia ti." Loi ctia Hawkins khién Sean ctmg nguoi.

M Anh ctia anh da chét! Hon nita cho dit anh d& bo chd bom ngu ngde nay ciing khong c6 nghia 3 Montero s& thét sw ndi cho nguoi anh biét hin
& noinao!"

"Hién tai khong phai ic thao ludn chuyén nay." Thanh 4m ctia Hawkins rat quyét doan, y da quyét tim m theo y minh.
Y dimg thing day, v tay vai ci that vang, moi ngudi déu nhin vé phia y: "Tat ca i vé phia sau, ra ngoai 200m!"

"D dién!" Sean hir mit tiéng, anh biét hét thay moi ngin can déu i phi cong.

Nhan dugc loi canh bo, tat ca moi ngudi Ién xe, roi khoi kho hang, chi con lai tiéu doi ciia Hawkins van dimg chd cil.

Sean ciing thng: "Cho nguoi méy dimg lai di, néu nd khong can thén moc phai day dan.........." S6 bom & ddy cling dii dwa bon ho vén n troi hon muoi
an.

"Liic ny chi c6 thé ding tay kip nd." Hawkins dimg ban diéu khién.

Sean hit sdu mdt hoi, "Nighe anh n6i thit giéng nhur tir dau t6i gio anh chua ting nghi dén dimg tay di kip n6."

Hawkins goi Rick t6i, Ay trang phuc bao ho

"Trang phuc bao ho?" Rick c6 chit kinh ngac, s6 lin Hawkins méic trang phuc bao ho ¢6 thé dém duoc trén dau ngon tay.

"Tuy rang thir d6 vo dung, nhung t6i méiic n vao hai ngudi cac ciu s& thoai méi hon nhidu." Hawkins n6i xong quay sang nhin Sean, "Cho toi miic xong,
cac cdu cling i ra ngoai ban kinh 200m."

"Anh nhét dinh phai tur minh di vao?"

"Baing khong Trung si Sean Elvis 5m yéu di vio ciing t6i?" Hawkins dura tay vubt ve ma Sean, "Sau d6 vi choang vang dau ma sdy tay voi mot cai kip nd,



sau do t6i va cau muron strc ctia nii bom ndy lao ra ting khi quyén?"
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Sean ngay dai, Hawkins chura bao gios noi dta, cho du i lanh it mé dia, hom nay dt nhién nghe y n6i vy khién anh quén c tranh né mong vudt soi
cua y dua dén.

Rick 161 trang phuc phong h néng trich ra, cling voi Sean gitip d6'y méc lén.

"Ha, Hawkins, t6i d4m thé ring anh I ngudi nic trang phuc phong hd nhin dep trai nhét trong sb tt ca nhitng ngudi timg miic!" Rick cudi néi, nhung
thanh &m ctia ciu ta cling dang run Ién.

"T6i cling damca | néq Seo ciing nic thir nay dimg canh Hawkins, cau tuyét d6i khong nhan ra ai i ail" Sean kéo lai ngay ngin phan bao vé ngue roi
vo vai Hawkins, "C6 di€éu ngudi anh em a, anh qua thyre dién trai dén ngdy nguoi!"

"Bo dam nhur thé ndo?" Rick thir m thanh.

"Nghe thdy." Hawkins tra 11, "Céc cau di duoc roi."

"Pi, dém tir mot dén ba, ching ta cling nhau xoay ngudi."

Ba gidy ddng hd sau, Sean ciing Rick di vé phia tiéu doi canh gac, ma Hawkins di vé phia kho hang,
Khi di duoc vai chuc budc, Sean bong tim Ky Rick.

"Sean?" Rick ngac nhién.

"Céu di trude di, o1 phai ¢ lai noi nay."

"Cai gi? Sean.........." Rick bt ly anh, "Anh ¢ lai day ciing vO dung, bat luéin Hawkins thanh cong hay thét bai anh cling khong thé im dugc gi cho anh
ta, anh ciing bit.........."

"Con mdt viée t6i co thé hm."

"Céi gi?"

"Lam cho anh ta biét so hi." Sean v vai Rick, "Tin t6i, t6i s& khong chét."
Rick nhin Sean, "Anh & gin Hawkins lu nén ciing dién roi?"

"Co I8 vay. Rick......... Cau xem nhur 2 ngudi binh thuong duy nhét trong t6 ching ta, vi thé cau nhit dinh phai sdng. Nhé 13, t6i nay mén mi dng ctia
Anna dang cho can."

"Biing vay, cho nén ti s& khong ndi dién cting hai nguoi!" Rick twa hd bj Sean choc gidn, cau ta vin cam thiy néu so sanh giita Sean cting Hawkins,
Sean 1 rang giong ciu ta, ¢ 10i suy nghi cia mdt cong dan My binh thurong, nhung hién tai, Sean tira nhu lai ciing mdt “ching toc” voi Hawkins.

"Xin 181, Rick!" Sean nhin theo Rick hd mot tiéng,
"Anh me n6 mau chéng trd vé trude khi cai u rach nét do nd tung!" Rick cin ring di vé phia khoang cach an toan.
Sean ngdi tai chd, anh nhin thiy Hawkins di vio gian phong, vi thé bén két ndi bo dam voi y.

"Hey, Hawkins, bén trong d6 cam giac nhur thé nio?" Sean dat hai tay trén du gdi, ban tay phai iét chat iy ban tay tréi, lic nay nhip tim ctia anh ting
nhanh.

"T6i nghi thodt ra khoi bo trang phuc ngu ngde nay." Sean khong ngd Hawkins lai tra 1o anh.
"T6i ciing khong hiéu vi sao anh méc nd." Ké dién Hawkins s& khong tin tdng bt cir thir gi ngoai trir ngén tay ctia minh.

"Béi vi cu mudn t6i mic." CAu tra 101 ctia Hawkins khién Sean wiii dau gitta hai chan, n6 nu cudi, cho t6i i ny anh chura timg nghii Hawkins s& demy
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kién cta anh dat vao tai.

"Hawkins, anh can phai thanh cong, néu khong toi s& cling véi anh bi dénh ving ra ngoai vii tru!" Sean nhin vao kho hang kia, twa hd chi mot thoang ¢6
thtr gi d6 s€ bao li¢t tran ra.

"Chi can cAu doi & ngoai hai triim mét, cho di t0i chét cAu cling chi cam thiy mot it khi nong m thoi." Thanh 4m ciia Hawkins mang theo hoi thés gip.,
khong biet bdi vi cang thang hay bdi vi su 0i biic bén trong trang phuc phong ho.

"Hién gio> t6i dang & cach kho hang tir 25m dén 50m va dang ¢b giing nhin thiy anh." N6i xong cau d6, anh thiy hoi thé von trim trong ctia Hawkins
bdng nhién ngimg hén lai.

Pay I lin dAu tién & canh Hawkins trong miy ngay qua, Sean ¢ mot chit that déc y.
"Vi sao ciu lai & 36?" Thanh 4m ctia Hawkins nhich cao hn 1én.

"Vi tré th anh. Thiéu uy Hawkins, xin anh cAn than At ca moi duong day dudi chan, dimg vo y Vélp phai hay Cét sai c4i ndo." Sean hit sdu mdt hoi, "Hién
tai anh bict s¢ hai roi sao?"

"Cau muon tra thi t6i moi Ian di 1am nhiém vu déu khién cau so hai?"

"Plng vay. Con co.......... O tai cai khoang cach khong xa khong gan nay n6i voi anh mdt cau *Sinh nhét vui vé* ciing khong t&!" Sean trimg it nhin nu
ban tay, may cai “mun déy thi” trén tay anh hinh nhu s@p ra ra mrée!

"Sean, t6i da mo hop sat, bén trong khong ¢ thiét bi kip nd."

Sean nghe thé, ho hip cang trd nén trim trong,

"Trong kho hang c6 nhiéu d6i bom nhur vAy chitng 6 ¢6 thé ¢6 vo s thiét bi kip nd."

"Cho nén tranh ra cang xa cang tt, Sean."

Sean hé miéng, "Néu anh biét t6i i dén khoang cach an toan nhur vAy hiéu qua tré thiy ciing khong con, ching phai sao?"
"T6i s& khong rit hui."

"T6i biét, anh can thong tin v tung tich cia Montero James." Ngon tay Sean dé lén huyét thai dwong, gitr phiit nity anh thyc so' hai, khong phai vi minh s&
bind dén ngay ca mil cling khong tim thay, ma 13 s¢ trén doi nay khong bao gid con ai dién khing giong nhe Hawkins nita.

"Hawkins, dt nhiéu bom nhur vy, muc dich ctia Montero la mudn anh giai quyet khong xué, cho nén ching né hian phéi c6 quan h¢ song song, thir tim
kiém xem, nhét dinh nhitng dwong day d6 phai di vé ctng mot vi tri ndo do..... néu cai hop st kia chi la thii thudt che mit."

"T6i dang tim."

Nira giov sau, thanh am ctia Hawkins lai truyén dén, "Tim duoc 161"

"Nhung anh cam thiy Montero s& khong ting mén qué sinh nhét don gian nhu vay. Anh phai tim dugc thiét bi kip nd ctia ching gitta mot nii day do."
Ngay sau d6 lai i im king, Hawkins dong bo dam, y can chuyén tim

Lan thir hai ién lac Sean, Rick mudn anh thuyét phuc Hawkins budng tay khoi vu ndy.
"Cau cam thiy c6 ai d6 c6 thé thuyét phuc anh ta sa0?" Sean cam thiy budn cuoi.
Nhung vao lic ndy, Hawkins lai di ra khoi cin phong kia, chay vé phia Sean.

"Sean, chay!!!"

Hawkins wira chay vira c6i trang phuc phong hd dé giam bét strc ning.

"Lam sao vay?" Sean bat ddy, c6 chit choang vang,

"Bén trong con ¢6 mt qua bom hen gioy, con khong dén 2 phut!”

Sean nhin thiy Hawkins hoan toan thoat khoi trang phuc phong ho, vot lai day.

Hon mudi gidly sau, Sean bi y tim chay vé phia trudc.

Xa xa, Rick tua hd cling hiéu duoc tinh huéng nguy cép, hudng bon ho ménh ligt ngoe"lc.



Sean phuc hi tinh thin, cing Hawkins chay h6i ha vé phia tiéu d0i dang dong tai ngoai 200m, tht ca suy nghi d&u ngumg tré, trai tim treo trén khong
trung, ngoai trir con dau amnong dén tr ¢o tay, noi Hawkins nam chét, anh khong cam thy duoc bat cir thir gi khac.

Khi Rick tim Ay Sean kéo vé phia minh, sau lung bon ho | mt tiéng nd kinh hoang, khong khi mang theo ép furc thoi bay dat cat vé phia sau ung Sean,
anh khdng chong do dugc strc ép cua vu nd, ngd sap xuong,

Tiéng nd khién Sean cam thiy trong dau minh c6 thir gi d6 vira nirt v& ra mdt dudng, anh ngi sp trén ngudi Rick.

Vai gidy sau, tai Sean van ong ong nhur trure. Rick chim rdi ning anh déy, Sean ngdi & mdt bén, anh phat hién Hawkins van tim chét Ay c6 tay anh nhur
cil

Gio phit nay, y nhin v& phia anh, tra hd dang n6i gi, dang tiéc 16 tai Sean qua thure khong nghe thiy bat cir thanh am gi.
Trén nguoi ho day bui dét.

"Ching ta con song khong?" Sean hoi, tuy rang U tai khong nhanh viy da hét, nhung nhin thiy vé it Rick, Sean c6 thé doan dugce bon ho that sy con
song.

Nhitng binh linh khéc di t6i ndng bon ho déy, con vd lung Sean cing Hawkins twa hd néi gi.

Sean cam thiy thire choang vang.

Tét ca moi ngudi 1én xe chuén bj roi di.

Sean van ngdi & vi tri i, nhung lic ndy, anh khong ti tay 1én cira s, chong Ay diu ma 1 twa hin vao hung ghé, nhém mt lai.

"Sean? Sean?" Xe chay durgc khoang 30”, thanh 4m ctia Rick bét dau rd rang kén, diéu iy khién Sean thiy cam kich Thuong Dé, vi 6 tai anh chua vi vu
16 kia m diéc!.

"T6i khong sao.......... Rick.......... T6i chi mudn ng.........

Xe loang choang vé t6i doanh dia.

Rick von dinh danh thirc Sean, nhung mdi lay lay anh vai céi cau ta lién phat hién khong dung, "Sean anh phat sot!"

"Vay sao? Toi trd vé an hai vién thudc." Sean md to miit, mo cira xe di xudng, Hawkins néng [y anh, sau d6 cong anh Ién ung,
"Rick, dura Sean di tim Lewis."

bi vao phong kham ctia Lewis, Hawkins dat Sean Ién trén girong,

Lewis gitp anh do nhiét do co thé.

"Ac, 39 do." Anh ta ci quﬁn 4o cua Sean nhin nhin, "C4u ta bi Zona*." (*Herpes zoster)

"Cai gi? B6 1a bénh gi?" Vé mat Rick mo mit.

"Gi6ng bénh thuy dau, ciu ta can nghi ngoi, khong dugc dé cho ciu ta gii viy cac boc mun, nhur vy rat dé nhiém tring, Pay 1 thude udng va thude boi.
Toi s€ viet don dé céu ta nghi ngoi ba ngay."

"Ctr nhu vay?" Rick nhudng mi.

"Cir nhur vay." Lewis 10 rang cam gidc duoc nh mét Hawkins theo sat sau minh, anh ta thiy khon ngoan hon ca I trd vé ban lim viéc.
Sean dua vé phong, diit 1én trén giudng

Rick gitip Sean udng thudc, sau d6 chuén bi gitp Sean c6i quan 4o.

LR

"T6i1 s& giip cau ta boi thudc, Anna con dang cho cau." Hawkins ndi voi Rick. (Con a, dau hi cua “a cha” con dau phai ai cling an dugc, con “ba ba
con dirng do chi! ==+)

"Ping vay, Anna!" Liic nay Rick moi nhé téi con chua cho Anna biét minh d3 binh an da trd lai, "Vay Sean ..... nhd anh!"

Hawkins ng(“)i vao bén giuong, cdi clic 40 déng phuc ctia Sean, dé 16 4o T-shirt méu tring va quin sim mau. 'Y cdi ndt 4o trong ctia anh, xwong quai
xanh tinh t€ khoe manh ctiing duong cong co thé duyén dang cir nhu vay hién ra ¢ trude mit Hawkins.

Y ding khan mét thAm nurée Am, lau minh cho Sean, cAn than trédnh khoi nhing dai mun do.



"Lau md hdi, sau d6 boi thude cho cu. Cau ndi mun zona, néu thiy ngira ciing khong duoc i Pong tac tay ctia Hawkins nhe nhang vo cling

Sean von thyrc dé y ban thin céi gi cling khong mic ctr nhur vy ném trude mit Hawkins, nhung gior phit néty biéu tinh ciia Hawkins clng sur can than ti
mi cua nhitng ngdn tay y khién anh khong hi€u sao bong tin tuong y.

"Sean, t0i It cAu nim sap lai nhé, Lewis n6i myn mrde trén lung cau da bi gii va."

"An......... " Sean mo ho git gt dau.

B6i thude cho Sean xong, Hawkins ciing khong miic lai y phuc cho anh ma dem chin nhe nhang phi Ién ngudi Sean.
*Bénh Zona hay con goi i Zona thin kinh, "Gioi leo"
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Sean ngi1 say, Hawkins ngdi bén canh Sean, dua vao dau giuong,

Nira dém, Sean tinh lai, cam giac bén canh cd nguoi.

"Mudn udng nurée? Hay dau?"

"Hawkins.......... Anhvan o day .......... " Sean ¢b ging nhin & Mt y trong bong toi.

"Pé trong chimg khong cho cdu gii pha mun nurde." Thanh 4m ctia Hawkins van lanh nhat nhw moi khi.
Sean cudi mdt tiéng, "Hom nay thiéu chit nita da mét mang, vi sao anh con c6 thé binh finh nhu vay?"
"T6i ciing khong binh tinh, t6i rét so hai."

"Sg hai? S¢ cai gi?"

"So cau s& chét."

"Nhur vy t6i da tra thi thanh cong.”

"T6i s¢ 1a so con chua kip 1am cau thi cau da chét!" Hawkins noi 11 vo clng thiéu lang man khong chit do du.

"Troi a, t6i that khong nén tinh lai. Ngoai trir im dbi twong do tudng tinh duc, t6i khong con tac dung gi khic véi anh nita sa0?" Sean dua tay bop bop
tran.

"Sean, cau khong chi la dbi tuong ao tuong tinh dyc."
"T6i con 1 dong doi ctia anh." Sean ding ndm tay dAm nhe vao nguoi y, "Nhan tién... chiic anh sinh nhat vui vé."
"T6i ¢6 thé hon cau khong?"

"A Trdi oi!" Sean rén Ién, "Anh khong thiy t6i dang sinh bénh hay sa0? Vi sao con tra tin thin kinh ctia toi nhu vay?"

"Quén di." Hawkins than nhién.

Sean tho dai, "Trén ngudi t6i moc ra cai dong myn nurde chét tiét kia, con dang tra ml, t6i that khdng hiéu Iam thé ndo anh con ¢é theé muon may chuyén
d6 voi toi?"

"Trén thyre t€ chi c6 nhitng cho cdu gii vo mdi co chit mrdc mi ma thoi"

"Puge 1di, ching ta 6 thé khong ban luan vé vin dé nuée mi nira diroc khong?"
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"Piing vy, nhung trén thyc € cau a ngudi nhic dén nd trude.”

Sean ty dong xem nhe cau no6i d6, "Khong thé 1ap tirc phat hién qua bom hen gio kia, c6 phai anh rat kho chiu?"

"ft nhét t6i d& phét hién ra né trude khinb phat nd."

Sean nhim mit lai, anh phat hién ra ring bat ké ho néi vé chit d& g, Hawkins déu c6 kha ning khién cho né két thiic trong vong ba cau.
Nhung vao lic ndy, di dong trong ti quin Hawkins rung

Y lay n6 ra, nhd vao nh sang nhan nhat ctia man hinh, Sean thdy Hawkins nhin may, y tiép dién.

"Good evening, dear Hawkins."

"Montero James." Hawkins ndi ra c4i tén d6, Sean simg st, nhin vé phia .

"Thét d4ng tiéc vi may da khong thanh cong mo ra qua tang ctia tao!"

"Nhung tao tin ring may s& thuc vui vé nghe thiy ‘qua ting’ ctia may giong nhur phio hoa mimg nam méi bay kén troi."

"An hir, mbi mdt qua bom déu i mdt tac phdm nghé thuat, ciing khong phai mbi ngudi déu gidngnhur iy, xem nghé thuat 1 cong dich. Tiép theo day,
tao s€ tang cho may mdt mon qua khac, ciing rat tuyét."

Noi xong, dién thoai lién ng'?it.
Hawkins ngdi yén.

"Gal dién kia lai d4m goi dign t6i tim anh?" Sean ¢ chit budn cuoi, anh cam thy quan hé gitta Hawkins va Montero thit diic biét, nhung nhét thoi khong
chira duoc su dac biét d6 & chd nao.

'Tpré’c khi anh ho cua t61 di lémnhiétpvu, Montero tirng goi dién thoai gho t61. Hén n6i hin s& dimg bom tac anh ho ctia t61 dén clng chd voi Thuong
be. Lic do, t6i con dang trong ky huén luyén thdo dd bom, t6i d& cho rang cude goi do6 chi la mot trod dua dai"

Sean kha 1 bat ngd, mdt Hawkins v cting hrdi cting ngudi khéc noi chuyén va gidi bay tim sur, thé nhung lai cling anh n6i nhimg chuyén do. Hawkins
cting khong phai loai nguoi gip chuyén dau long s& tim nguoi ké 6. Y s& dem ching chon sau trong tim déy long, thing cho dén khi ching ngat tho ma
chét, y ciing s& van trude sau nhur mot khong chit doi sic.

"Sau d¢ thi sao?" Trong dém 4y, Sean bdng rat mubn nghe y ndi, rat mudn nhin thiy y buéng nhimg chuyén dau long 4y ra khoi vire sau ciia tim hon, c6
I§ lam thé trai timy s€ ¢ thé tha 1ong,

"Sau d6 anh ho cta t6i khong bao gio trd vé. Ngudi ta an tang quin phuc ctia anh 4y trong vuron. Téi dumg trude md, di dong lai vang ."
"La Montero?"

"BXing vy, héin h6i t0i 6 thich mon qua ctia héin hay khong? Toi héi héin tai sao phai im nhur vay? Hin n6i *Hoi gia toc ctia mity’." Hawkins hoi cti dau,
nhin vé phia mit Sean trong bong toi.

"Anh s& tim dugc hin, Hawkins."

"C¢6 ." Hawkins dung day, dira cira, "Ngingon, Sean.”

Sang hom sau, Rick dén tham Sean.

"Hey, ngudi anh em! Anh thé nao !"

Sean ngdi xubng, tiép nhan sandwich mi Rick mang dén, "Con séng, ha sbt, nhung thén thé ngira ngay kho chiu."
"Miéng sandwich kia khong phai binh thuong, 3 Anna lim cho anh."

"Thét sa0?" Sean can mdt ngum, "Nhur vy ngiy hém qua Anna m mi éng cho cau hirong vi nhur thé nao?"

"Rét tot!" Rick ngdi bén canh Sean, "Bén ndi ngay ca mi dng c6 mii vi gl t6i déu khong nhé ndi!"

Sean né nu cuoi, "Bat qua miéng sandwich nay mii vi ciing khong t& Bm."

"L4t nita t0i s& ctng d6i khac di tudn tra, quan doanh c6 diéu mot nguoi dén tam thay vi tri ctia anh, ¢6 diéu anh khong 6 trong xe t6i ciing ching biét ndi
chuyén voi ai."



"Yén tam, cau s& tan giu rat vui vé v6i ngudi moi. Anh ta s& day cu cach d6i phd voi mon mi dng that bai ctia phu nit!"

"Bing rdi Sean, nghe ndi Bic khu bén ndy ctia ching ta ¢ sy diéu dong ."

"Pidu dong loai ndo, c6 thé dua ching ta quay tré v& mrdc khong?"

"Anh ndgmmo di thoi! Nghe ndi quan doanh ctia chiing ta s& ¢6 linh diic ching dén dong, co thé s& ¢ hoat dong am sat d6i véi phan quan."

Sean gt dau, "Lic trudc t6i & hau bi, néu da duge phai dén Baghdad hian phai 1 tién tram hoac 1 tién phong, c6 18 t6i ciing chéing biét ai trong sb ho."
"Tét Tim, nguoi anh em, hy vong anh sém dugc mic lai by quan phuc oi birc nay, ti di phién truc, nhé phai cAu nguyén cho t61 binh an tr& V"
"Thuong Dé che ché cau!"

Rick di i, Sean lién nham chan ndm & trén giudng, bong nhé t6i minh con chua ubng thube. Cr ndm méi thire sur rat chan, anh quyét dinh dtmg lén di
lai.

Tuy rang Béc s Lewis d4 dan do t6t nhat khong dugc dé c6 md hoi, nhung Sean van niic 4o T-shirt di ra méy quan hang nho ngoai quan doanh.

Nhitng quan hang nay déu ki ngudi ban xir kinh doanh, phan 16n trong s ho déu da duoc kiém tra than phan k§ cang méi dwoc phép & ddy ban hang,
chit yéu la DVD.

Di qua bén canh ho, c6 thé nghe thy thir tiéng Anh st seo vé céi gi "Nam dola mot chiéc, murdi ddoola hai chiée" finh tink...

"C6 phim khoa hoc vién tuéng kh@ng?" Sean héi bon ho, ndi xong r(f)i Sean m6i cam thdy minh 1 théng ngdc. May thir dién anh “chan chinh” & trude
miét nhitng gi dan dng “nghen’” may thang trdi 1a hoan toan khong the ti€u thu duoc!

Ngudi ban hang rong dua ra trude mit anh mot chiéc DVD, khong ngimg Eip di kp lai mt chit "good". Xem bia mit chi biét i AV.
Sean bang nhién tim ngira, Ay ra murdi dola mua hai chiée.

Kho duoc co hdi & mot minh, vira lic tranh thi thich mdt chit.

Tro lai ky tic x4, bit dau md DVD.

Nit dién vién AV trong phim c6 dang ngudi qué thue khién cho dan 6ng nhiét huyét phun tro .......... .......... .

Negay trong nhay m¥it khi bin ra, truéc mét Sean tran ngap hinh anh Hawkins ndm chiit Iy tay anh budc anh gitip y “choi stng” ...
Long ngue anh ctmg lai, Sean nhin tran nha, ngfy dai.

Vira roi anh da nghi gi?

Thirong Dé a! Khéng thé nao! Chuyén nay tuyét dbi khong thé nao!

Trén man hinh, nit chinh con dang y loan tinh mé, ma Sean ciing da doa ra mot than md hoi lanh.

Anh bt d4u gitp chinh minh tim c6.

Sean, cu lo ing c4i gi? Cho khi cong viéc ¢ ddy chAm dirt, ciu s& quay vé My, dén ltic d6 s& khong gip lai cai tén dién Hawkins, cu lai ¢6 thé tan tinh
cung iy nhan tay trong tay, nhitng hinh anh kinh khiing nay sao ¢6 thé con xuat hién?

Céu chi tiép xtic voi Hawkins qué thudng xuyén ma thoi, tén kia lai dé trén ngudi cau m “choi sting”, dan dén két qua ndy ciing ching ¢6 gila.
Nhung sau khi mét nira ngay tim Iy do, Sean van lo so bat an nhur cii.

Anh budc nhanh ra khéi phong, di tim Tién si Grey.

Nhung trude ban ciia Grey lai dang ¢ ngudi ngdi, 6ng ta hoi ngac nhién khi thiy Sean.

"Hey, nguoi anh em! Chuyén ciia t6i kha cAp bach! Liéu cau c6 thé nhuong cho t6i chit thoi gian?"

Neudi linh kia git d4u, nhanh nhen dtmg 1én, con bop chit vai Sean ma néi: "Khong ¢6 gi 1 khong thé trdi qua, anh em!" Sau do lén di.

Ngon tay ctia Tién si Grey nhe nhang dp 1én mit ban, Sean ngdi xubng phia d6i dién v6i ong ta, hai ban tay 6m Ay diu to vé sau ndo.

"TiénsiGrey .......... T6i ndy sinh mdt van dé rt lon.......... VAn dé nay thye nghiém trong..........



"Nghiém trong dén c& nao?"

"Hom nay toi di mua DVD, sau do t6i n8im & trén girdng.........." Sean thé dai, bie bbi, nhing 1i tiép theo anh thire khé m ndi ra duoc!

Tién s Grey nghiém tlic quan st vé it clia anh, sau d6 c6 ging ding ngit digu thodi méi noi: "Dimg noi vi 101 B cAu khong theé clmg rén, d6 qua thyc
12 mot van deé nghiém trong, Nhlmg Sean.......... Chiu ap lyc manh trong thoi glan dai khién cho dan 6ng mit di nang huc chi 3 tam thoi. Déc biét cau lai
thudc binh ching cong tac nguy hiém cao d9, hién tuwrong d6 c¢6 xay ra ciing rat binh thuong,"

Sean khong biét phii n6i g, anh khong hicu thé quai néo Tién sT Grey lai nghi dén phurong dién kia, bj ngudi ta cho rang minh khong thé cuong’, diéu
nay khién anh thyre khong biet nén khéc hay cuoi.

"Vay ci gi dién Hawkins kia nhur thé ndo chi cdn nghi.. lién c6 thé ctmg Ién? Han moi i ngudi d& bi tac bay nhét trong tiéu t ciia ching toi!"

"Well, phuong thirc xt Iy ap huc cﬁa‘m:)’i ngudi khong gidng nhau. Toi ¢6 thé cho cau mdt s loai thude gidm bot cing thing, nhung khong thé udng
nhiéu. T6i ddm cam doan, chd cau vé dén Mi nhat dinh s& lai cuong trang nhu cii."

Sean ngin nguoi, vin d& anh muén gidi bay cling Tién si Grey khong phai 1 vin dé nay a.
"Y 61 mudn ndi .......... "

"Mudn ndi gi?" Tién si Grey mim curdi.

Mubn n6i ltic t6i ban, trude mét hién Ién hinh anh Hawkirs..........

"Quén di, t6i nén tr& vé xem thém may hrot DVD théi......... " Sean dimg ddy, nghi thAm ring n6i khong chimg kim vay con ¢6 thé dem minh bé lai
“thang” nhur cil.

"Sean, cAu khong can thudc tht sao?" Tién si Grey ngo dAu ra, Sean da mudn di khoi van phong,
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Chuong 28

Di vé dén phong, phét hién ctra phong minh dang mo, lic ndy Sean moi nhé ra trude e di hinh nhur anh da quén khéa cira.

Vira déy cira vao, anh da ngy dai.

'"Ho.......... Hawkins, sao anh lai & day?"

Quan trong nhit 1, y dang nim trén giudng anh, trude mit y i DVD anh vira moi xem xong!

"Bay it i 5h30° chidu." Y tir 1 phién truc ctia y chim déit nén da tr lai.

"Di1 vay anh ciing khong thé tily tién di vao phong toia!"

"Cau khong khoa cira." Hawkins cim Hy diéu khién tir xa, chuyén dén céi canh nit dién vién AV dién cudng Fic Ir vong eo, "Cau thich loai hinh nay?”
"Cii gi?" Sean di t6i, doat Ay diéu khién tir xa, tit di.

Phai biét ring Hawkins ndm trén girdng ctia Sean, xem phim AV 1 mdt hinh anh v6 ciing quy di!

Ma gios phit ndy Hawkins van lanh king trurée sau nhu mot, ¢d y 16 ra khéi quan phuc, thon dai mé hivu e, cim y thanh ti tao nhé, lién ngay ca quang
thAm dudi mat cling c6 vé tham thily mé nguoi.

Dién rdi!
Sean ngdi & bén girdng 6m Ky dau, "Anh ¢6 thé thoi xudt hién trude mit t6i hay khong?"
"Tai sao?"

"Boi vi sur XUAt hién ctia anh dung 14 tai nan!"
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"Sean?" Hawkins ngdi ddy, nhin anh.
"Anh dem bd néo t6i khudy thanh mot bat mi ng!"

"Cau d6i véi toi ma noi, cling Bt mdt vy tai nan. Néu khong thé tranh né, khong bang di dbi mit. Hay 1 cdu c6 thé dbi miit véi mdt qua bom c6 thé khién
cau nd mét xac ciing khong thé dbi mét duoc véi to1?"

Sean 6m dau, cudi khdy, "Anh biét cdi gi? Hom nay t6i xem DVD, ... ctia t0i dimg Ién, sau d6 0i tw khién minh thich mdt phen, nhung ¢ ltc cao trao
nhat, t6i lai nhin thay mét anh. Pay 1a myc dich ctia anh sao? Hay 1a thir ma t6i can phai doi mat?"

"ft nhét cau da thanh thue n6i cho 161 biét & lic cao trao ciu da nghi dén to1."

"Nhu vdy 41 ngay sau thi thé nao? Hawkins, t01 s trd lai M, ti s€ c6 ba thang dén nira ndm nghi ngoi, sau dé c6 & t6i s€ trd lai vdi luc luong dac
ching. Co I& ching ta s& khong thé gip lai nhau nira. C6 I& anh s& tiép tuc di tim kiém Montero James, ma ti s€ ngau nhién nh6 t6i anh... mot lic nao
do, sau d6 quén anh. C6 I dén cudi cuing t6i s& phat hién chuyén ma t6i dang budn réu lic nay thire budn cudi, boi vi tat ca nhitng chuyén nay s& ket
thuc sau khi t61 roi khoi Baghdad." Sean van 6m ]@y dau nhur cti, "Pang so nhat chinh 3 méc du moi chuyén déu da ket thic, nhung khi toi xem AV van
s€ nhin thay khuon mét ctia anh, diéu nay t6i t¢ bict bao nhiéu!"

Hawkins vuron tay dén, khong 6m Sean ma chi dét ban tay lén lung anh, "Nhimg lic xem AV, 51 lun nghi dén cau, vay ma cau lai luon nghi dén dan ba,
céu khong thay rang nguoi bat hanh phai 1a toi hay sao?"

"Nga, coi nhur i né it Thugng DE!" Sean nhin vé phia Hawkins, "Xin anh dimng me né ndi cho ti biét anh c6 bao nhiéu thiét thoi!"

"Trén thyc té t6i qua that da phéi nhin..... rit Au. Visao cau khong thir mot an? C6 18 t6i s¢ khién cu thiy “thich” hon nhiéu so voi nguoi din ba trong
DVD kia."

Sean trye tiép danh ra mot ddm, "Anh me n6 c6 v tir gi!"

Hawkins d6n iy ndm tay ctia Sean, nghiéng mt cuoi, duong nhu bau khong khi ciing uyén chuyén héin Ién theo d6 cong ctia lin mbi y, "Vay i ddi
cach ndi khac, t6i so voi ngudi dan ba kia s khlen cAu cang cam thiy “thich’." (Hai cach ndy ¢6 gi khac nhau ha anh ="= 2222?) Ngbn tay Hawkins vubt
ve mi tim nhiu chit ctia Sean, nhe nhang vo vé doa nghich.

"Hawkins, t61 dang mang bénh. Trén nguoi t61 dang ¢6 mun mit. Con ¢, t6i s& khong kho dén mirc nghf réing anh s& hy sinh than minh d6ng vai mdt
ngudi dan ba den lay long toi."

"Nhung it nht ching ta c6 thé hén mbi, cdu khong dinh thir mot lin sao?"

Sean cudi nhao mot tiéng, khong mudn dé y t6i y nita.

"Cau xem cai DVD kia, sau bao nhiéu lau mdi ctiing?"'

"Khong biét.......... Dai khéi hon mui phiit (C6 can that th dén thé khong? T TT).......... Nhung toi tin réing anh thi khong can xem lic ndo ciing 6 the
cung lén!" Sean 6m lay hai mit, anh khong rd mdt ké ludn ludn 1t 161 nhu Hawkins vi sao nhac téi phuong diénkia ... lai c6 thé ndi trang tron ra nhw
viy?

"Vay néu toi néi cling toi hon mbi cau chi can mét ba phit dé noi d6 cimg 1én thi sao?" Hawkins dura tay vong qua thit rng Sean, dat 1én khoa quén anh.
"Chi hon mdi?" Sean hat tay Hawkins ra, "Vay tuyét d6i khong thé nao!"

"Céu dam danh cuoc voi toi khong?" Vé mat Hawkins con thuc nghiém tuc.

"Tét, néu toi khong ¢ phan tmg, lidu anh c6 thé dem cai y trdng dién 16 ctia anh dbi v6i t6i ném ra khoi dau?" Sean nhin vé phia y.

Hawkins nhuréng nhuéng mi: "Céu chic chén 1 cau mubn t6i budng tha ¥ trong........ dbi voi cau?"

"Ai biét dugc?" Sean ddy Hawkins ra, dit hen gid cho di dong, "Ching phai anh mudn thir sao?"

Hawkins dura tay qua, Sean nghi'y muén niu By du anh, khong ngd y lai bit kin hai méit anh lai: "Nhém mt di."

Sean no ny cuoi, nhém hai it lai. Anh tin réng cho dii nhur thé ndo, khong ai ¢6 thé bang hon moi khién anh ¢6 phén g (C6 mot tén ciing da ngu
ngoc di danh cugc nhu anh, cudi ciing thi bi an dén xuong khong con, tén ctia han Ia A Can. *Mot phiit twong niém danh cho céc tieu thu*)

Moi ctia Hawkins kh& cham Ién mbi Sean, durng lai.
"Anh dang ling phi thdi gian? Phai biét ring ba phtt .......... "

Péu ludi y tach d6i moi dmap mém mgi cua Sean ra, Tudn vao bén trong, Sean biét Hawkins hon ludn dién cudng khong c6 tir kiém ché, nhung anh s&
khong dé y dé dang cong thanh doat dat nhur vay. Ludi Sean chiin don lai, t6t xau anh cling tirng c6 ban gi, hon mdi cho du khong tinh 1 cao thi nhung



ciing khong phai 1a mat nt.

Ban tay Hawkins ndm Iy vai Sean, ghi vé phia minh.

Piéu ndy im cho Sean tham budn cudi, anh cam thdy nguoi s& ¢6 phan img khong phéi anh ma 1 Hawkins.

Ma ky quéi b, Hawkins thé nhung cir dé méic cho Sean khiéu goi, ngon tay y uon vao trong toc Sean, ngay khi anh muén roi khoi, Hawkins lai mit
manh lay dau hrfn anh, mdt Ian lai mot lan ]I?l‘p lai d(}ng tac ay, rd rang mdi lan déu khong hé bién hoa, nhung moi mot 1an mit vao déu cudng hitu luc,
tham lamme luyén, giong nhur goi Ién mdt hoi gio 16c.

Sean biy 6m ly, nga vé phia sau.

Nhung anh khong cam 1ong, khuyu tay chdng Ién giwong, khong ngimg ma hon tré lai, nhung van khong lim thé nao doat lai dugc inh dia ctia chinh
minh.

Péu ludi Hawkins bong bét dau iém doc theo hai bén ludi Sean dau hdi dich cénh liém thi di kén, giong nhur dang mon trén qua timg soi than kinh, nhip
tim anh ciing bi 161 cuon theo sur kich dong ctia cam gidc, “trén chién” luc dau b5ng nhién tré nén “mo am’” nhu mot doan dao dau........

Sean chdng ddy Hawkins, anh muén ndi ba phit hén 1 da hét, vi sao di dong ciia anh khong vang? Ching 1& n hét pin?

Canh tay Hawkins thuc hitu e, y néim ctmg Ry hai c6 tay anh, ghi chit Ién trén gbi, Sean cam thiy cam gidc choang vang ctia anh van khong thAm thap
vao dau so véi tirng dot song tricu ménh liét dang cudn dang Ién trong miéng,

Sean nang mot chan kén, ghi lai bén canh suon Hawkins, sau d6 muron hyc xoay ngudi dé Ién trén y, nhung mic dit anh nim phia trén, ban tay y van ché
tru anh khong chitt noi 1ong, Sean nang nira ngudi trén 1én, m Hawkins lai khong ngtmg truy dudi anh, gitta hai ngurdi van khong hé c6 mot khe hd.

Sean viron mt ban tay di iy di dong, anh can xac dinh xem chng 1§ ba phit tht sy con chura t6i?
Anh c6 mdt loai du cam, réng anh sép phai thit thi .

Negay vao thoi khiic d6, dau hdi clia Hawkins lui di ra, liém qua khée mdi Sean, khong hé cudng nhiét bai son déo hai nhur vira rdi, nhung xtic cim ciia
céi liemnhu 16ng to' ve vuot ay lai khién Sean hit sau mdt hoi.

"Ta cam gidc duoc , " Hawkins ndm trén gbi dau, niit miy tran day mot loai tiéu y mé ngudi, "Ngwoi noi do....... dimg len."

Lic ndy, di dong ctia Sean bat diu ong ong vang lén, d dén gio .

"Ae. Damn it!" Sean muén dimg Ién, nhung Hawkins khong budng tay.

"Cau khiing dinh khong can t6i gitip cau giai quyét?"

"T6i khing dinh!" H6 hdp ctia Sean con chura binh phuc lai, anh chura timng nghif ring hon mdi ciing can hao phi nhidu dudng khi nhur vay.
"Pugc 1di." Hawkins budng 1ong tay ra, Sean thuan loi ngdi ddy.

Sean khong c6 cach nao an ti minh rang day 1 phan (g binh thudng. Khéng, theeo mdt goc d6 ndo d6 ma noi, day qua that 1d phan tmg binh thurong,
nhung n6 lai do Hawkins mang dén.

"Anh i mdt nguoi dan ong, Hawkins, va lai i dong doi ciia t6i." Sean kéo liy gdi dau 6m vao trong long.

"Cho nén?"

"Cho rén.......... Cho nén t6i khong biét.......... "

"N6i thé ndo thi cude ¢4 curge ndy t6i ciing da thing, diéu ndy ciing c6 nghiia 1 sau ndy t6i ¢6 thé mudn im gi cau lién ¢6 thé Bm thé 4y."
"Céi gi?" Sean cam thiy tai minh c6 phai c6 vén dé gi hay khong

"T61 n6i ‘mkf)n’.” Hawkins ndm van khong nhiic nhich, ging nhur c4i girdng nay 1 ctia y mi khong phéi i ctia Sean, "Mt khéc, Sean.......... Cau khong
can che khudt ........ cho do, xemnhu chiing ta dang ctng nhau “choi sung” 1a duoc."

Hawkins 10i cai gbi dau kia ra, dem Sean kéo dén, 6m vao trong long, "Hon mdi ciing t6t, “choi sing” cling tot, thim chi im tinh cling tt, ¢ gi ghé gdm
dau? Sean.......... Céau dang co chap diéu gi?" Ban tay Hawkins vong qua that lung anh, mo khdéa quan, mo di vao.

Sean tim ly tay y, "C6 I& 1 khong c6 gi ghé gém......... Toi ciing khong biét 1 t6i dang qua dé y dén caigi......

Hawkins ding mot ngon tay duy nhit con c6 thé di dong dé tréu choc dyc vong cua Sean, thanh am nubt nurde miéng kim cho Hawkins dén sat dén sau
gay Sean, y hon hon Ién moi phan da thit anh, "Vay dirng nghi dén né nita. Cho du giita chiing ta c6 xay ra chuyén gj, t6i van s€ la ga dién dé lai sau lung



minh cho cau. Ngay mai cdu con mit ngiy nghi ngoi cudi ciing, dén ndi chuyén voi Tién si Grey mot chit ."
Liic ndy, dang ngdi nghe nhac, Tién si Grey ngap mot cai, ngay vao khoanh khéc do, dia nhac ctia ong ta ket cimg!

ks

Tiéu t6 thao d& bom ludn nhur nguoi di trén soi ddy thép, ndi khong chimg mot ngaty kia ngudi di & phia truée anh hodic phia sau anh dot nhién roi xudng
dudi.

Hét thay nhirg chuyén nay xay ra & ngiy thir 4 sau khi Sean tré vé m viéc.
"Noinay a tiéu doi F thudc EOD." Hummer di trong ni thanh Baghdad, Rick mo by dam trén xe.

'Tié;u d(}i F- EQD Xin hﬁy di @én Bic khy, dinh vi 3, 3, 6. Phat hién phan quén trong tda nha mau vang, c6 kha nang rat Ion rﬁng bon ho mang theo
thube nd, xin tiéu doi F dén trg giip."
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"Roger*." Rick thr dai, "Con me né! Néu ho thét sy mang theo thubc nd thi dé bon ho tu n chét chinh minh dil" (* Loi thong béo da duge nhén va
duoc hiéu 13, cau tra 101 dung trong lién lac qua radio)

Sean nhiu may, loai tinh huong nay I nguy hiém nhét. DSi phirong ¢6 thé dem thuoc nd cot kén nguoi, ¢ling ¢6 ¢6 thé wirt lai trong toa nha, lai hoac 1
gidu & noi ndo do, kip nd, nhiéu nhan tot khong xac dinh nhur vy, cho dii dira tiéu t6 théo dd bom dén ho ciiing kho c6 thé phét huy dwoc tac dung,

Hon nuroi phut sau, ho dén muce tiéu.
Khu vue ndy chu yéu 1a céc kién triic bi bom tan pha, quin My timg nghi t6i san bang cac kién tric d6 nat nay, kién tao mot it nha trét cho binh dan dén
sinh song, nhung tir khi c6 ngudi dAm phéai bom min bi viti ip dudi mit dt, oanh mot tiéng lién tac khong con ménh vai, y turdng ciing chi ¢6 thé niic

can.

Toa nha ba tAng trude mét ho truée day | mot trudng tiéu hoc, tang thir 3 bi nd mét hon mot nira, hai tang con lai khd tdt, lai & trong mot meinh phé tich,
qua thit rat thich hop cho phan quan tr ngy.

Bit qua khi Sean va cac dong doi dén noi, cude giao tranh giita quin my v6i phan quan da dén hdi két thc.

Bon ho gip mat ndi chuyén véi doi trudng ctia doi dot kich, dbi phuong cho biét hién tai phan quan da bi tiéu diét, nhung khong thé xéac dinh duoc bén
trong con ¢6 nguodi hay khdng,

"Nhing i dién ndy ct gidu rét nhiéu thubc nd, con c6 mdt it bom bén thanh pham. Toi can céc anh di vao trong d6 immdt it danh gid xem nhitng thir
thudc nd trong d6 ¢6 on dinh hay khong dé ching t6i van chuyén ra ngoai."

"Hiéu duoc." Hawkins xoay ngudi nhin vé phia Sean ciing Rick, ding cdm ¥ bao bon ho xuét phat.

Hawkins yéu cau doi dot kich toan b rit khoi toa nha nay, chi dé lai mot tiéu doi cing ho di vao.

"Anh chic chén ring ching ta s& tién vao mot khu vre chat day thude n lai ¢ trong tinh hudng bat 6n dinh?" Rick stra sang lai mil giép.
"Khi c4u con séng, cau s& vinh vién khong thé doan duge mot phit sau do6 s& xay ra chuyén gi." Sean cudi nhao mot tiéng vac sting lén.
Hawkins da di trude, bong déng thon dai ma tram on, gidng nhur hinh anh trong phim

Bon ho di vao toa nha, doc theo hanh lang, men theo b twdng. Khi sip dé:n khiic ngodt, Hawkins im mot cai thi thé, Sean mang theo ba ngudi nhanh
chéng di chuyén téi bén kia hanh lang, sau d6 Sean ghim sting di trréc, & tang niy khong c6 ngudi ciing khong ¢ day dan.

"Clear*." Sean lam c4i tht thé, moi ngudi 1én Fu, hon mudi gidy lic sau, bon ho di t6i liu hai qua tay chd. (* Sach s&, ¥ n6i khong c6 chudng ngai vat, an
toan.)

Ngay khi moi nguoi dinh tiép tuc di vé phia trurée, Sean ngimg lai.

"Trd ¢ii." Sean ngdi xdm xubng, hirdng vé phia Hawkins gio' hai ngén tay, d6i phurong hiéu ¥, bude di cén than dén bén canh anh, tir trong tiii cong cu By
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ra mot cdy kéo.

Trén mit dt c6 mdt soi déy‘nhc’), trén niit 3 6ng nhya duoc ct thanh nhitng manh nhd dut quang, day 1a loai thd bom ti thong dung tai Baghdad, mdt
cai vo chai Cocacola 1a du r6i, ma khi anh cho 1a d6 1a rac rudi, mt cude dap 1én, anh lién xong doi.

Sean v v dinh dau, ammot céi thit thé, y tir 13 noi ny nhét dinh con c6 phan quan, phéi can thin.

Qua bom bi d& bo nhe nhang, nhung n6 khong khoi lim cho ngudi ta sinh ra so'hai. Phai biét ring bon ho dang & ngoai sang, ma phan quén thi & trong
bdng t6i theo ddi bon ho.

Rick nubt khan: "T6i cam thiy minh nhw dang dimg tim & trong mot budng tim khong co vach tudng, rdi co ngudi dang nhin thiy t6i ma t6i lai khong
bict nguoi kia nip ¢ cho nao."

"So sanh rat tuyét." Sean nhe giong hudng tmg, trén thure té thin kinh cta anh ciing dang thue cang thing

Bon ho chia lam hai tiéu d61, Hawkins mang theo hai nguoi di vao mdt gian phong hqc, Rick” va Sean cung nguoi con lai tién vao phong hoc bén canh do.
Bon ho phai curc d9 can than, dAm tring bt cir thir gi nhin nhur binh thudng nhung rat ¢6 thé s& khong phai i chuyén dia.

Sean nging dau Ién nhin quanh bon phia, Rick rdt an y ma thay anh quan st phia trudc.
"Holy shit!" Sean kéu mot tiéng,

Rick nhin theo tim nit ciia Sean, thiy trén turdng cach mit dt chimg 2m c6 treo mot qua bom, day dén trén trui chay doc theo mép cira dén mit dét,
néu khong sém ngang dau nhin thay qua bom kia, that sy rat kho phat hién kip nd trén niit dat.

"Con me 16, rét cude con ¢ bao nhiéu bay rap & bén trong?" Ngudi linh di theo phia sau ho dimg ngit diéu tht binh finh ma n6i, nhung khong ai tin gior
phitt nay tdm tinh ctia ho cling ¢6 thé binh tinh nhur vay.

"Yén tam, chinh phi1 s& cho anh tién trg cép, con c6 mot 14 qudc ky du trim kin mit quan tai." Sean lién hé Hawkins, dé cho y di lai day.

"Véi dd cao ndy liéu ching ta ¢6 nén chudn bi mot c4i cai thang khong, hay I chi can cit ddy dan trén mat dét lién duroc?" Sean nhin vé phia Hawkins.
"Sean, giiip t0i Ién do."

"Cam ta Thuong Dé da cho anh than cao gan 1m90." Sean budng stng, nira quy trén mét dat, sau do Hawkins dim Ién vai anh voi lén.

Ba nguoi linh khac di ra canh gic ctra phong hoc, Rick ghim stng nhin chim chi vio 16i ra.

Nho phiic khoa hudn luyén vac niing ctia bd doi dic ching, khi Hawkins dam Ién vai Sean, trong vong 30 gidy anh khong hé run rdy dit chi mot chit.
Qué bomkia duoc thio d thanh cong, Hawkins van dang gb thiét bi kip nd, tinh toan ¢t vun 1o ra.

Rick cau may, trén it dat co mdt cai bong nho nho dang dan kéo dai ra bén mép tudng, tuy rang chi cd mdt mang rat nho, nhung cu ta ¢ cam gidc
d6 1a cai bong ctia mdt nguoi chir khong phai do vét hay con vat.

Rick nhat lén mdt hon d4, ném qua do.
Cai bong trén mit dat kh& run Ién, Rick ¢6 thé khing dinh d6 13 mt ngudi, mdt nguoi dang s héi hon nira da mvt kién nhin.

Sean nhin dong tic ctia Rick 1ién hiéu dugc ngoai phong hoc ¢6 ngudi, anh gio tay ra hiéu, sau d6 lién di qua bén do, ngay khi anh con chua di dén noi,
céi bong kia chay ra.

Rick ning stng, chi mdt vién dan lién ha sat d6i phwong,
Sau do, Rick cing Sean déu ngdy dai.

D6 b mit bé gii. C6 bé thoat nhin chi khoang hon 10 tudi, bude hai bim toc, ngi trén nit dAt, hai it mo thit to, tyra nhur con khong kip ¢6 phin tmg
khi tir thin chup toi.

"Oh my God!!! Oh my God!!!" Rick tirng budc mot lui vé phia sau, phich mdt tiéng ngdi bét Ién dat, ngay ca sting ciing roi xuéng mot bén.
Dira bé gii kia tay cam sung, trén vai deo mot bo kip nd, trén suon bude hai qua bom

"N6 chi i mot dira bé......... Chi a mot dira bé......... " Mot sibinh da chay t6i, ning Rick day.

Sean ciing sting sO tai chd.

Bon ho duoc huén luyén rat nhidu ther, trong d6 co6 phai lam cach nao chuéin xac mdt phat bén chét dich nhén, nhung 1a chura bao gio duge huén luyén



phai lim thé ndo dé bin chét mot dira bé.
Hawkins thanh cong pha ity kip nd, trong phong hoc quanh quén thanh 4m kinh hoang ctia Rick.
"N6i cho t6i biét, Sean.......... Cd bé d6 consdng......... C6 bé d6 conséng........

Ngudi kinh bén canh khong ngimg trin an cau ta, "Ngudi anh em! Cau khong lim gi sail Néu cau khong nd stng, ¢d bé do s& giét ching ta, ¢6 & nd
chét tht ca!"

"C0 ta han l chi di theo cha minh dén dy......... Cb ta nhat dinh khong biét minh dang Bm gi.......... Chta oi......... Forgive ne.......... "Rick lc ic dau,
vé mat thong khd, nude mit udt dam dia trén ma.

Sean van d{ng yén, hai mt ctia ¢6 bé nhin thing vao anh.
Anh mt thue chéip nhét, twa h tién vao siu trong linh hdn anh.

Sean nh¢ 61 khi minh con la Vincent, anh ¢6 ¢6 em gai ho hang cting chi lon nhur vay, mdi lan anh nghi ngoi, tir can clr khong quén trd vé nha, 6 bé kia
s€ quan quit ldy anh nudn anh giip lam bai tap.

"Visao.......... " Sean hit mdt hoi, ui tirng bude.

Ban tay Hawkins trim Ién, che khudt tim mét anh, "Bumg nhin, Sean. Dirg nhin."

"A, néu toi khong du c6 bé dira.......... C6 18 ¢6 bé chi mu6n an ndp 6 10i do......... Can ban i khong nghi dén chuyén dira."
"Cau khong lam gi sai ca." Hawkins mang Sean cham rai doi khéi vi tri kia.

Nira gio sau, quan My chinh thirc rit lui khoi toa nha

Trong xe thyc im king. L4i xe khong phai l Rick ma ciing khong phai ki Sean, bdi vi hai ngudi bon ho ngdi & ghé sau, mi Hawkins dang ngdi ghé li. (Ba
ba xuét dau Iic kho khiin na, M)

Rick vAn Iuén nhim mét: "Toi s& xubng dia nguc, Sean.......... T6i s& xudng dia nguc."
Sean nhin vé phia trurde, mét vo biéu tinh, hodc 1 anh von nhin khong thiy bt cir thir gi trude nit.

Anh ndm chiit ban tay Rick, khong thé phan biét rd sy run rdy truyén dén tix Rick hay tir chinh minh, "Cau khong am sai, Rick. Néu lic 4y cau khong
ban, nguoi chét s€ 1a toi."

"Nhung t6i giét mot dira bé. Trdi a, vi sao dira bé do lai co sting?"

"Héi cha ¢6 ta." Hoac 1a hoi Chua.

Yét hau Sean ciing c6 chit nghén nghen.

Khi xe trd lai doanh dia, Anna ding & cach d6 khong xa, nhin Rick.

Rick bdng nhién chui du vao trong long Sean, "T6i khong mudn xubng xe.......... T6i khong mudn Anna thiy oi..........

Moi vét trd nén nhoe di trudc mét Sean. Ma Anna di t6i trude cira xe, Rick dem cira dong lai, Anna khong thé mo ra. C6 chi co thé dua tay véi vao
trong, cham dén mat Rick: "Anh yéu, embiét da xay ra chuyén gi, em bict da xay ra chuyén gi."

"Anh giét mot dura tré.......... " Rick nghiéng dau di, mudn né tranh ban tay Anna.

"Vi ctru tat ca dong doi ctia minh." Anna vudt ve nurée mét w6t trén mit Rick, "Em biét 1o anh, biét anh B ngudi nhur thé ndo......... Cho nén hiy dé em
duoc ¢ bén anh Iic nay, duge khong?"

Rick r6t cuc vé dén trong vong tay clia Anna.

Sean trdm finh xudng xe, Hawkins dtmg cach d6 khong xa, chd anh.

Sau d6 mdt ngay, bon ho khong cd nhi€ém vy, bdi vi ho cd tam ly danh gia.
Hawkins ngdi ¢ trudc it Tién siGrey .

"Téi tin réng anh ¢6 thé t xir Iy bt cir vin dé gi"

"Bing vay, khi Rick n sting, t6i dang d& bom."



"Anh ¢6 thé xir Iy moi vén dé, khong c6 nghiia 1a dau ctia anh khong ¢6 van dé gi." Tién si Grey nhin vé phia anh, anh it luén luon bat can doi hién tai lai
rat nghi€m tiic va an an deé 1§ ra vai phan ap bach.

"K hi t6i nhin v& phia Sean, cau ta dang dtmg & bén canh dira bé kia."

Tién si Grey khong n6i i ndo, chi nhin y.

"Cau ta dimg & noi do, van khong nhiic nhich, néu phia sau con c6 mdt dich nhan, cau ta nhét dinh da chét."
Ban dang doc truyén Sach Dan Tinh Anh dugce tai mien phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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"Hozic néu ngudi dan du dira bé kia dira 1 t6i, ¢6 18 cau ta ciing s& khong ngdy ngde dimg ¢ d6." Trén khudn mit Hawkins khong c6 biéu cam gi dur
thira, tham chi ngft diéu cling lanh nhu bang,

"Nghe ¢6 ve nhur anh dang so hai diéu gi." Tién si Grey nghiéng dau, ong ta kha I kinh ngac, boi vi theo nhur 6ng ta biét, trong dai niio ctia Hawkins von
chua ting co thir goi I3 "gia thict".

"Pting vy, t6i dang so hai. Néuciuta khong thé ﬁép tuc lAam mdt quan nhan, cdu ta s€ roi khoi Baghdad."

"Con ¢6, rdi khoi anh." Tién st Grey nd nu curdi, khi Hawkins 1an dau tién thira nhan chinh minh so' hii thi lai gy ra cho ngudi ta cai a0 gidc rang thi ra
anh ta ciing la mdt ngudi binh thudng,

Hawkins khong ndi tiép .

Tién si Grey git dau: "TAm Iy ctia cdu i khong c6 vén dé, nhung Hawkins, néu tim Iy ctia Sean bét 6n dinh, t6i khong c6 cach nao budc cau ta & lai déy,
hodc 1a ¢ canh anh. Anh ciing bict, nhur vay.......... Baghdad s€ lay mang cua cau ta."

"T6i biét." Hawkins lru loat dung day, roidi, Tién si Grey doc duoc tir bong dang cao ngét cta y mit loai kién dinh, tyra nhur mdt hrdi dao cdm ngdp
vao trong da.

Nhung trén thue t&, cudi ciing Sean da thong qua duroc ky danh gid tAm Iy, can roi di khoi noi ndy ciing 14 Rick. (A! Con bi diéu di mit! TAT)
Cau ta khong c6 cach nao ning én stng ctia minh, cling khdng cé cach nao dat ngdn tro 1én co sung duoc nita.

Rick s& tré v& nude sau hai ngiy nira, néu khong c6 i ngoai y mudn, ciu ta s& xuét ngil

Pay Ia lan dau tién, ba ngudi bon ho ngdi trong cting mdt phong, trén ban 1 bia, con ¢6 pizza duoc ho dong gdi mang vé tir cang tin.

"O Baghdad an pizza, ching ta that xa xi." Rick cuoi.

"Chiic mirng cau, Rick, cdu di c6 thé thoat khoi dia phurong quy quai ndy." Sean cung bia vdi Rick.

Hawkins chi ngdi im Bing tai chd.

Rick van cuoi, "Anh ciing biét, khi t6i & trong tiéu td F......... Trir t6i ra, anh 1 ngudi c6 thé ¢ lai Jau nhit. Khong phai ai ciing ¢ thé chiu duoc
Hawkins."

Khong biét ¢6 phéi vi sip phai roi khoi hay khong, moi i mudn néi véi Hawkins, Rick déu ndi ra.

"Hey, Hawkins, ddy 14 lic ma 6 vién “thAm nién’ nhét ctia anh sép stra roi di, anh khong thé néi mot cu hay sao?"

"Cam on cu da clru Sean." Hawkins nhdc Ay mdt lon bia, Sean ngy ngin ca ngudi. Anh nghf réing moi ngudi déu ngdm c6 chung mdt dong thuan, d6
khong nhac dén mdt phat sung kia.

Nhung Rick lai cuoi.

"PAy K lan dAu tién sau hon 300 ngdy tryrc, anh ndi vdi t6i cau cam on. Tuy réng toi chéc chéin anh hén phéi noi voi t0i nhiéu hon vai 101 ‘rét xin 167" Rick
gio lon bia, mot hoi uong het phan nira, sau d6 nhin vé phia Sean, "Cam on anh, Sean. Néu khong ¢6 anh, ¢6 I& t6i da s6m vi Hawkins dién cubng ma di
gip Thuong BE. Anh that dac bigt, Sean.......... Phi thuong dac bigt."
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"Cam on 16i khen ctia cau." Sean curoi kho, "Sau khi vé nirde, cau s€ tiép tuc moi quan hé voi Anna sao?"

"Co Ie. Sean, t6i mubn 16i la chua dén phit cudi cing, ching ta ai cling khong thé biét két qua ra sao. Hién tai toi thire may mén, ti da gip Anna. Hién
tai 14 di€u quan trong nhat. Bdi vi anh s€ khong bao gio muon di nghii xem liéu ngay mai anh ¢6 theé bi bom nd mat xac hay khong."

O dudi mit ban, Sean nhdn ra Hawkins dang cAm tay anh, ngon tay y ludn vio trong khe hé ctia nhitng ngon tay anh, siét chit, tht chit.
Con hon ca ngay d6 anh ngdi & ngoai kho hang 30m chd y d& bom, gior phiit ndy, anh c6 thé cam gidc duge Hawkins qua that dang so hii.
"Sean, néu anh v& murde, 6 chuyén gi dic biét mudn lim hay khong? Y 6i | ngoai trir tan gai?"

"Bi binh lish md vién, thiim mot ngwoi tén & “Vincent Mann’, hoi héin vi sao lai ya chon roi khoi céin cir khong quan gia nhdp EOD." Bat déc dind ny
cuoi, Sean bong nhién cam thay rot cugc minh 1a Vincent hay 1a ai khac da khong trong yéu dén nhur vy nita.

"A, t6i biét ngudi d6, khi udng say Sniper va Seo s& nhéc t6i anh ta, t6i ca 1 bon ho ciing d& n6i voi anh." Rick nhém it lai cudi cuoi.

"Sau d6 dén dai hoc Yale xin hoc dién tin."

"A sau d6 anh s& trd thanh dong hoc cuia tay Tién s thén kinh kia! Aha!" Rick nhin v& phia Hawkins, "Con anh? Hawkins? Sau khi vé Mg."

"C6 & t6i s& mua mdt gian phong 6, ¢6 ting hAm."

"Mudn ting hdm lim cai gi? Gidu ruou?" Anh mét Rick da mo hd, tura hd sap ngi. Cau ta da udng may lon, Sean doén ring ciu ta ciing da ngit nguong,
"Khong" Hawkins nhin v& phia Rick, ngit khi binh tinh, "Toi muén dem Sean nhét vao d6, mbi ngiy mbi dém khién cau ta ndm dudi than thé to1."

"Pé Am gi? Lam dém cho anh sao?" Rick ngd dau Ién trén ban, thanh am da nhap nhoe khong 15.

Sean nghiéng it lai trimg mit voi y, "PAy B Rick, anh ¢6 thé dem iy thir dién khing gi d6 trong dau anh tam thoi quéing di dwoc khong? " (Sean, anh
da thanh cong bi nhiem hic! TT TT)

"Bi vi cdu ta sdp dicho nen 01 moi nguyén ¥ ciing cAu ta chia xé bi mét cta toi." Hawkins dimg day, cong Rick 1én, "Pua ciu ta vé di. Mai ciu ta s&
phai Ién may bay vé& nuée."

Tién Rick ctng Hawkins di, Sean ndm lén giudng, troi ciing da t6i mudn.

Anh khong sao nhim mt lai duoc.

Bai vi, dira bé kia s& ndm ¢ noi d6 nhin thiy anh, twa hd dang trach ctr anh vi cai gi phai di dén dan du c6 bé dira.

Hon nita, thudc ma Tién si Grey cho, anh d4 udng hai lin, khong thé udng lan thir ba .

Co6 nguoi g0 cura.

"Aivay?"

"To1."

"Nga, Hawkirs.......... Hién tai da muon........... " Sean dura tay che nit, ngudi nay nhur thé ndo lai da trd lai.

"Nhung c4u dang tron tron mit nhin én trdn nha." P6i khi Hawkins thye khién cho nguoi ta hoai nghi co phai'y c6 cap mét X quang hay khong,

Sean ngn ngudi, budn cudi ma dimg ddy, md ctra phong: "Anh c6 biét khong, toi thit sw hy vong thé gidi nity ¢6 mdt ngoi phy i xinh dep goi cam lai
on nhu ¢ thé hiu ti nhur vay."

"Nhung diéu d6 s& khong phét sinh." Hawkins ngdi & bén giwrdng Sean, "Cau khong dam nhéim mit lai, ding khong?"

"Cam on nhitng chuyén gia vé phan doan hanh vi ctia CIA d truyén thy tri thire cting kinh nghiém ciia ho cho anh."

"Chuyén nay chang lién quan g dén phan doan hanh vi." Hawkins hoi nghiéng dau, sdng i cting cam ctia y hinh thanh mot duong cong thit goi cam
trong bong tHi, "Trong Jan du tién di lAm nhiém vy, 1ong ban tay toi toan la mo hoi, tham chi t6i con khong thé lp rap tot ngudi may trinh sat. Bat qua
nhirng chuyén nay déu khong sao ¢4, boi vi ngudi may khong thé d& bo qua bom kia, huin luyén vién ciia t6i phai t tay di kip nd nd."

"Sau do?"

"Sau d6, t6i dtmg & noi d6, nhin thiy ong ta bi tac bay. Toi bi mdt ngwdi khic ngal kén, tai phai tam thoi khong thé nghe thiy. Toi dimg ken, & trong mot
khuwye.......... khdng con gi ca bat dau tim kiem 6ng ta, cho du chi con lai mdt manh nho cling tot."



Sean cuoi thanh tiéng: "To1 nghff réing anh chura bao gid dé ¥ ¢6 ai s& bi tac bay. Toi nghi réng anh s& cho ring anh s& cho chuyén bi bomnd banh x4c |
mot két thic c6 hau."

"Sau d6, mdi budi t6i 16i déu khong thé ngi yén. T6i nhin lén tran nha, khong ddm nhém mit lai, boi vi bong hrng ong ta di vé qua bom lic Ay s& lai xudt
hién trong dAu toi."

"Toi nghil hinh anh d6 han 1 phai do t6i nhin thy. Phai biét rang t6i d4 nhin anh khng mic trang phyc phong ho di vé phia nhitng qua bom rat nhiéu lan."
Trong khoang khéic do, Sean bong cam thdy ké dién Hawkins ky thit cting minh va Rick déu giéng nhau.

"Sau d6, da khong céd huén luyén vién, t6i phdi ty minh ra trén. Sé 101 rat may in, nhung van khi cua cac d6ng d‘c}i ctia t6i thi khong duoc nhu vay. Khi
o Afganistan, c6 mot nguoi da di theo t6i hon sau thang, t6i co hd q& quen ¢6 cauta & bén, nhung r6i trong mdt 1an gd bom, cdu ta dap phai dia 164, thyc
buon cudi......... Céau ta da khong bi qua bomma t6i phai d& bd nd chét."

Sean d4m nhe vao ngudi y, "Ching ta phai quen.......... chuyén do, phai quen v6i chuyén mot ai d6 bén ta dot nhién bién mét."

"Bing véy, cho nén khi ngudi ké tlep dén, t6i van thuong quen goi tén cta cau ta. Sau do khi t6i chura nhé duoc tEn clia ngrdi mdi t6i, trong mot lan bi
tap kich vii trang, hiin bi bin thanh t6 ong, bit qué so voi bind chét con tdt, hén s& c6 mot thi thé day du."

"Sau d6 nita, Sean, ngudi & bén canh t6i tra hd van khong ngimg thay doi. T6i khong nhé 13 tén ciia bon ho ."

"Chuyén ndy ciing khong c6 gi ghé gdm." Sean nghiéng dau.

"Khong, chuyén ndy ddi véi toi ni n6i rit trong yéu. Boi vi toi nghil minh da quén mat thé ndo I s hii, nhung trén thuc té, hién tai toi dang so hai."
"So cai gi? Ngity muai s& bind chét? Yén tam, trude khi to vién m6i dén, ching ta ¢ thé nhan tan hai ngay." Sean liéc méit nhin y.

"T61 8¢ cu & qua gan, s€ vi sy dién cuong clia toi ma chét. Toi lai so cau cach qua xa, khién t6i khong sao cam nhin duoc sy ton tai ciia cau." Thanh am
cua y duong nhur ngén nga, tat ca moi sac lanh cirng rén trong chép mat bong ra tirng mang,

"C I8, cho anh roi khoi Baghdad, anh s& khong con y nghi nhu vdy. Puong nhién, nira cau dAu t6i qué thye rit thich." Sean hit mdt hoi, "Néu toi n6i toi
van khong dam nham miat lai, nhu vay kinh nghiém phong phu Thiéu tty Hawkins c6 dé nghi gi khong?"

"Ciing t6i hon mdi." Hawkins khong chd Sean phan tmg, lién ngm Iy bd mbi ctia anh.
Y mit iy anh, liém qua timg goc trong khoang miéng anh, nhe nhing dao qua ludi anh, trdn an than kinh cing thing cta anh.
Sean nhdm hai mét lai, lic nay ddy, thir xuat hién trong dau anh chinh 1 mi mét budng xudng ctia Hawkins va vé mit day chim ddm

Sau 6, hét thay tré nén thoai mdi Ién, twra hd higu e ctia hai vién thudc kia da bét du hién hign. Suy nghi ctia Sean bit dau tram xudng, Am vao trong
mot khong gian €m ai mém mai.

Hawkins ngng dau Ién, nhe nhang huych mot chit chép miii anh.

"Hay yéu toi di." Thanh 4m ciia y rat nhe, 1 thanh 4m duy nhét Sean nghe thiy trudc khi chim vao canh trong mo.

Séang hom sau, Rick Ién truc thang roi khéi doanh dia.

"V t6i Boston nhét dinh phai lién hé v6i ti." Sean vd vO vai Rick.

"Puong nhién." Rick gat dAu, nhin vé phia Hawkins dtmg mot bén khong ndi gi, "Hey, sir! Hy vong anh ciing ¢6 thé sdng sot roi khoi noi nay."
"T6i s&." Hawkins gat dau.

Tryc thang cAt canh.

"Hin 1 c4u ta s& khong mic di chimg hau chién linh tinh gi &6 chtr? " Sean ngira dau nhin theo, hoi.

"S& khong, cdu ta c6 Anna." Hawkins xoay ngudi, "Ma t6i thi co cau."

Budi chiéu ngity hom sau, khi Sean dang cing voi Seo danh bong 16, Sniper hudng vé phia anh gao thét: "Sean, dién thoai ctia cau hinh nhur dang reo."
Sean di dén bén sin bong, Ay dién thoai cim tay ra: "Hey, Hawkins, c6 chuyén gi?"

"Pén phong t6i, ¢ doi vién moi."



"Nhanh nhur vay?" Diéu ndy c6 nghia 14 tiéu doi ctia ho rt nhanh s& lai ra tran.
Sean hurdng vé phia Seo bon ho m mdt ci ra hiéu xin 16i, sau d6 khoac 4o roi di.

Di dén trude cira phong Hawkins, anh bong nhién ¢ cam gidc minh da bién thanh Rick, khi chinh anh di vao tiéu t6 iy, Rick d& ¢ phong Hawkins in
du tién nhin thy anh.
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Sean déy cira, thiy mdt ngudi dang dimg gitta phong, con Hawkins thingdi ¢ sau ban m viée, dudng nhur dang doc thir gi.
"Sean, day 14 k¥ thuét binh Jill Oliver. Oliver, day 1 Trung si Sean Elvis." N6i xong, Hawkins lai chi y vé thir gidy tor dait trén mit ban ctia y.
Sean ngan nguoi, "Jill Oliver?"

Néu anh nhé khong 1im, khi con & cin cir khong quén T25, trong s6 nhitng hoc vién hoc cting mot thiy day vi anh c6 mot ngudi Jill Oliver.......... Hon
nira con 1a mot tén kho choi.

Ngudi dimg gitta phong cham ri quay nguoi lai, khi nhin thiy 15 dién mao cta anh ta, Sean that mudn Iy tay che mit. Trdi a, that 1 gi “Jill" kia ..........

Khudn mit cia d6i phurong van mang nét ngdy tho nhur mot nm trude, thoat nhin tyra nhur mot tén nhée con moi ngoai hai muroi, nhung Sean biét tay
ndy ciing bang tudi anh, da 28.

Jill curdi, di t6i, thén mat gio tay vé phia Sean, "Hi, Trung si Elvis, t6i 1 Jill, t5i c6 thé goi anh 1 Sean duroc chi?"

"A, tAt nhién." Theo phép lich sy, Sean cling viron tay ra, thé gi6i ndy that sy qua nhd, “cyu dich thir” ciia anh bdng nhién sao lai mo téi noi ny?

Sean nh6 lai khi minh van & Vincent, tén kia ludn thich chi trich céc bai luin ctia anh, lic thyrc nghiém, can théo luiin, héin ta ciing luon phén bac ¥ kién
cua anh, quan trong nhat | dimg truée moi phan béc cting chi trich cta han..... anh chua timg ¢6 duong “phan cong”. Ngoai ra, khong biet ¢ phai
nguoi ndy thich “chinh” anh, d6i khi moi nguoi cing nhau an diém tam, t€n kia thudng xuyén demssita cua anh trdo thanh nuée cam, toc d6 cyc nhanh
khién anh ngay cé thoi gian phan g déu khong c6!

Phai biét ring bt luan im Vincent hay lim Sean, anh ciing khong udng nudc cam! Khong ubng cai thir murée da timg khién anh bi ngd doc.

"Sean, anh c6 thé dan ti di tim phong ctia t6i khong?" Thanh 4m 6n hoa it tinh vang lén.

"A, khong thanh vin dé." Sean phyc hoi tinh than, dura Jill di dén cin phong trude kia Rick timg 0.

Phong da dugce thy don thuc sach sé.

Sean nh trude d6 mot tudn, anh van con & ddy cing Rick udng bia hit thudc, thé gioi luén thay ddi voi mot tdc d mi anh khong thé tudng trong duge.

"A....., Jil, trude hét anh co thé xép dd dac quin 40 vao t, t6i gitip anh don girong," Sean ndi xong lién di t6i bén giwdng. Khi chin gbi déu duoc trai
tot, anh xoay nguoi lai, thay Jill dua vao ban tura ho nhin minh da thit lau .

"Lam sao vay Jill?"
"Khong ¢ gi.......... Chi 14 thao téc trai giwong ctia anh," Jill dura tay phéc hoa lai dong tic ciia Sean, "rat quen.”

"Pugc 16i, ¢6 thé gip duge ngudi quen ¢ noi ndy, anh ciing coi nhur may niin. Hoan nghénh anh da dén véi tiéu doi ctia ‘Hawkins dién’." ......... B4 qua
nhitng An 0an ¢4 nhin c6 vé tré con lai khé hiéu trong qué khir, anh van thuc coi trong tai hoa ctia Jill

"A, tiéu doi ctia * ké dién * " Jill ciing bt cudi, Sean thira nhan khi 3 Vincent anh rit ghét Jill, nhung chi ¢6 mdt thoi diém anh s& quén di cam gidc chan
ghét nay, do 1 khi Jill cudi, "Téi da nghe ni vé chuyén ctia Hawkins. Néu khong phéi ty 6 thdo d& bom thanh cong ctia anh ta cao dén kinh ngudi, tham
chi con ting d& bo thanh cong qua bom duroc cai & tru s¢ Lién Hop Qudc, anh ta da sém bi da ra khoi quan doi. Toi con nghii anh ta chinh 1 thuyén
trudng Jack, 1ai nhai, bi than kinh hodc i hoang tudng......... Hién tai m6i cam thiy anh ta nhur vy ............ it 104, khién nguoi ta khong biét phai miéu ta
vé tinh cach anh ta nhur thé ndo........ lai c6 vé thich hop."

Sean git dau, "Hy vong anh ¢6 thé chiu dung duoc hin ta, con hon ca thuyén truéng Jack, hin cang gibng Jack mb bung, sép xép quin 4o dd ding vao
ta di, sau d6 t6i dan anh di an com."
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Bit qua, trude khi Jill dén duoc nha an, bon ho da nhan duoc nhiém vu.

Léi xe | Sean, Jill ngdi ghé pho 14i, ghé sau van thudc vé& quyén sé hiru ctia Hawkins.

Bom duge phét hign & mdt nha hing nhd giita khu phd sam uat, bi ¢ dinh dudi mot chiéc ban an. C6 lish My da phat hién ra trong i ding bita, anh ta
timg gap loai bomnay & Ap-ga-ni-xtan nén da thn trong roi khoi nha hang. Qua bom nay thube loai chan dong cam tmg, do d6 bom phi van gir
nguyen trang thai xoay ngang, mot khi nghiéng dén mot goc d6 nhat dinh s& n6 manh. N6 duoc ché tac tinh xao, cau tao va tinh chét so vdi dia 161 phire
tap hon nhi€u, khong cé chuyén gia, chi nhd vao phan quén khong thé ché tao ra duoc. Ma nha hang ndy 1a noi quan My tuan tra rat thich an bira trua.
"L Montero James sao?" Sean nhin thong qua gwong chiéu hau.

"C¢ I&." Hawkins dap.

"Montero James? ‘Bom nghé thuat gia *? Dimg néi véi toi héin dang ¢ Baghdad." Jill hoi.

"Chic mimg anh, Jill, hin qua thit dang & Baghdad. Hon nita vi ngh¢ thujt gia Kia dic biét thich iy bom lm nhur 1€ vét ting cho ching ta." Sean rung
dui dac y, sau d6 hudng vé phia Jill nhudng nhuréng .

Anh c6 chit hy vong nho nhé ring Jill s t6 ra so hai.

Thé nhung Jill chi cudi cudi khong cé ¥ kién gi, "Hy vong hom nay khong phéi i ngiy cudi cling t6i & tiéu to cia ‘ké dién Hawkins . "

D4 di t6i phy can nha hang nhung ho khong nhin thiy xe quan dung,

"Chéng I& ching ta di sai chd?" Jill thd dAu ra ngoai nhin v& phia cira nha hang

"Bén kia." Sean chi v& phia mdt ngd nho & goc dudng,

Ma Hawkins da xudng xe di sang

Trong ngd nhé c6 mdt chiéc xe, bén canh xe i hai linh My dang hut thudc.

"Cac anh thude tiéu 6 thio d& bom?"

"Biing vdy, brother(1). Ngin van lin dimg n6i cho i biét ring cac anh dila dai nén mdi goi ching t6i dén." Sean tra 1i bon ho.

Mot trong hai ngurdi kia nhiin vai, "Bro(1), tuy rang t61 khong khang dinh d6 1a mdt qua bom kleu banh l4i, nhung 61 khéing dinh n6 1 bom. O Ap-ga-ni-
xtan 61 da gap qua loai ndy. Liic d6, t6i n6i voi dodng doi cta toi rang thi nay 6 gi d6 khong 0 on, t61 muon goi dién thoai nén rdi khdi, anh ban kia ctia t61
cham chén hon i, khong biét tén ngu ngde ndo d6 da hét to mdt tiéng, n6 1ién cho nd , t6i ngt di, con anh ban cta ti da chét."

"Xin 16" Sean vo v0 vai anh ta.

"Vay d6 i bom kiéu banh 14i?" Hawkins hoi.

"T6i khong chic, trén it con c6 dong hd hién thi thdi gian, by gid hin a con 30°. Sau khoang 30” nita, doi D s& di qua ddy, doi trudng ctia ho rat
thich &n ga mréng ¢ quan nay, anh ta nhat dinh s€ dirng lai nua."

"Cho nén myc tiéu héin i anh chang doi trudng kia?" Jill nhuéng may, "Nhung néu di can ding gio, vi sao con dL‘lng kiéu banh 14i? Néu ¢6 tén ngu ngbe
ndo thét to vrot qua 70 dé-xi-ben khién banh Iai chén dong virot qua bién do, vay thir do choi kia ciing s& n6.”

"Vi gia tang tinh mao hiém cta trd choi." Hawkins xoay ngudi, "Trudc hét can so tan hét nguoi trong nha hang."
"Bén trong déu 1 ngudi ban dia, ching ta ¢6 can goi phién dich khong?" Sean hoi.
"Chér phién dich dén day, trd choi lién da xong" Jill cudi vO v vai Sean, "Toi hiéu mdt chut tiéng Dirc."

'Tét, cau qimg t61 di vao, Sean ¢ lai bén ngoai." Hawkins ra I€nh, "Jill, sau khi di vao ching ta phai tirg budce tirng budce so tdn khach &n, tranh dé bon
ho chay tron hodc 1a kéu so hai."

"T6i hiéu." Jill di theo Hawkins vé phia nha hing, Sean ghim sting dé phong ngoai quan an.

Bay gi¢ da sang g6 chiéu, khach in trong nha hang khong dong. Hawkins di dén trude cai ban c6 gai bom, ngdi xudng thit day gidy, liéc miét lién nhin
thiy qua bom dudi ban. Bén tin hiéu miu do e Ir 16e sang, chi can cai dén d6 nghiéng t6i tin cting bén tréi hodc tin ciing bén phai, qua bom s& nd.

Hién tai thoi gian con lai 28,

Y ra hiéu cho Jill.



Jill di dén bén canh mdt nguoi phu nit dang cho con an, ndi mdt vai cau, sau do ngin ba ta kéu lon. Nguoi phu nit nay tai mét, 6mdira con nho chdm rai
dira ngoai.

M3i khi Jill dén gip ai ndi chuyén, ngudi kia & roi di. Ong chi tat nhién ciing da phat hién ra chuyén nay, rat ttre gin di t6i, v vai Jill: "Cac ngudi mubn
lam gi? Tuy rang t6i khong thich ngudi My, nhung chi can cac ngudi tra tién, ton trong viéc budn béan cua t6i, toi cling s& dem do &n tot nhat clia ching

'H

t6i cho cac nguoi!

Am thanh ctia 6ng chii ¢6 xu thé nang cao, Jill voi vang che miéng 6ng ta lai, ghé vao tai ong ta nhe giong noi méy cu, ong chi ciing thay d6i hdn sic
mt, "Lay Thanh A La, cac nguoi nhat dinh phai......... "

"Im lang, hién tai moi 6ng chdm rai di ra ngoai."

"Trong phong bép con vo va me 161, ta mubn goi bon ho cing dira."

"T6t, t6i s& di ctng ong, " Jill di theo 6ng chil

Nhirng nguoi khéch con lai ciing trd nén bt an, bon ho déu rdi khoi nha an. Hawkins déng cira, treo bang Close.
Jill tir phong bép di ra, "Toan bd déu da roi khoi, chi con lai hai ching ta."

"Béo cho bon ho so tin dan cu trong céc ngdi nha xung quanh.”

"Anh mu6n thao dd thir nay? Chi con lai 6 mudi méy phit." Jill ciing bt dau hé hép ning né hon trude, thanh am phat ra lic n6i chuyén ciing rét can
than.

Hawkins ngéng du nhin ra ngoai cira, Sean dtmg & noi d6, nhin y.
"Khong, ching ta rit i, dé né tir nd."
Jill tyra hd thé ra nhe nhom: "Thét tdt, anh con chura dién dén nhu 16 don."

Ma gio phut ndy, Sean dang rat cang thang, trén ngudi anh tuén md hoi lanh. Bom kiéu banh l4i thao dd that khong don gan, chang nhitng can ¢6 gia da,
hon nita ngon tay khé run ciing ¢6 thé kip nd, bén trong bom dy dan rat nhiéu, cho dii phai d& bo, ¢ trong mudi miy phit ciing khé co thé.

Sg:an hl't’sﬁu, ’anh hiéu tAm tinh mudn so tai cao thép ctia Hawkins d6i véi Montero, thim chi mudn thz'ing Montero ¢6 I& nhét dinh khong duogc dé y dén
song chét, thang thua chinh 1a mdt canh bac.

Negay khi Sean gian nan nudt khan, Hawkins ctng Jill d4 dira .

Hawkins ra hi¢u cho anh, y 13 ho tir bd y dinh thdo do.

Mot gidy 4y, Sean nhe nhdm ca nguoi.

Ba nguoi nhanh chdng roi khéi khu vire nha hang, di téi khu vure an toan.

Naim phit dng hd sau, qua kia bomnd manh, lan dén bbn phia ngd tur duwong ciing cac ctia hang nho.
Ong chi quy trén mét d4t khoc, boi vi ca nha ho vira mat di noi kiém song.

(1) Bro, brother: Tir chap nay tré di ban s& dimg nhiing tir ndy dé thay thé cho céch goi “ngurdi anh eni”
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Hawkins xoay ngudi di vé phia chiéc Hummer, ngdi vio.
Séng nhiét van veo canh vt trudc mit ho, khoi dic cudn cudn.

Jill thét thin: "P6 qua thyc 1a mdt qua bom......... Troia.......... "
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Khi anh ta quay nhin lai nhimg ngwoi dong doi ctia minh, anh ta phat hién Sean dang di vé phia Hawkins.

Anh fira trén cira xe, nhin vao suron mit géc canh rd rang nhu diéu nhur tac ctia Hawkins: "Cam xtic cta anh lic ndy hén rit t&."
Hawkins khong noi gi.

"Anh cam thiy minh d3 tron tranh sy khiéu chién ctia Montero?"

Trong xe tiép tyc trAm nic.

Thét lu sau, Hawkins moi Ién tiéng: "Ngay ca thir xem minh ¢6 thé d& bo né hay khong, t6i déu khong di thir!”

"Anh khong ¢ thoi gian." Sean md cira xe ngdi vao ghé i, "Moi tréin chién trén thé gi6i néry déu khong thang loi ¢ vic anh 6 dénh bai duge ké dich
ctia anh hay khong, ma 1a & anh con song,"

Lic ndy, Jill ciing d quay lai, "Hai ngudi théo Iuan chuyén gi thé?"

"Thao ludn mach cam tmg cing mach thoi gian ctia qua bomkia 1a quan hé song song hay xau chudi." Sean cudi cudi, ché Jill ngdi vao, anh lién dap
chan ga cho xe chay vé quin doanh.

"Ha ha, nghe ra anh ciing rat hiéu biét v& mach c4u tao ctia bom?" Jill s& s Iong may.

"C6 mdt chit."

Vi thé Sean ciing Jill bt dAu ban lun, Sean ké v& mdt s6 loai bom minh da timg gip trude ddy, sau dé hai ngudi ban bac cach théo da.
Jill phé binh y trdng clia Sean qué béo thiy, Sean n6i y tudng Jill rit mao hiém

Tro chuyén tro chuyén, bong nhién Jill né ny cudi.

"Cuoi gi?" Sean con nghif thAm réng thidu chit niva ho tranh ludn dén it d6 tai hdng dau.

"Anh khién ti nghi dén mot ngudi ban cing khéa ctia t6i & can ctr khong quan, tén anh ta k& Vincent Mann. Toi....... thwdng xuyén khéic khéu voi anh ta
nhu vay, cho dén khi gido su tién dén ngan can ching t6i ........ hodc 1a ngudi khiac dem mot trong hai ching t6i dan di."

"Anh ta a ngudi nhur thé ndo?" Ngdi & ghé sau van trim méc tir dau dén gio, Hawkins bong nhién cét tiéng,

Sean huyt vang mot tiéng: "Hiém c6 that, ke dién Hawkins thé nhung lai co himg tha voi thir gi d6 ngoai bom."

"Vincent sao? D6 i mt ngudi rit nghiém tiic. Anh ta yéu ciing rit nghiém tiic, cho nén méi dau khd dén mirc muron rugu say khuét khi nghe tin ban gai
¢0 thai véi nguoi khac.......... Lai tir m0t hoc trd ngoan trd thanh mot ké khién huan luyén vién dau dau. Anh biét gi khong, cho dén bay gio, huan luyén
vién cta ching toi con hoi hiin da ndi véi anh ta rang ‘so voi say chét ¢ cho ndy tha rang nhin ciu chét ¢ trén chién truong’ linh tinh....." Jill ly thudc 14 ra,
hit mt ngum, "Ky that, anh chang d6 xtimg dang cé duoc mdt nguoi yéu tot hon ¢ gai kia rat nhicu lan.”

Sean ngin nguoi, anh chua timg nghi Jill lai danh gia nhur vay vé anh.

"Con anh, Hawkins, vi sao anh lai thiy htmg thit voi Vincent ? Toi nghe ndi anh ta chura timg Bm viéce dudi truéng ciia anh." Liic hat thubc, Jill thuong
mang theo mdt dang vé thure ity tién vo tam, nhung chi cé Sean biét tén kia dang nghi ngoi, nhung anh ta nghi ngoi ci gi, khong ai doan ra dugc.

"Béi vi Sean ndi, khi trds lai M cau ta mudn di thim md Vincent."
"A, thit vi that." Jill phun mot ludng khoi thude, gay tua trén cira xe, ding 4nh mét tim toi nghién ctru nhin Sean.

"Pimg ding céi loai 4nh mét d6 nhin t6i, ky quéi!" Sean liéc mit nhin Jill, "Vay anh thi sao? Thac si ctia ciin cir khong quan, nghe néi chi can 6t nghiép
anh s¢ tr¢ thanh thirgng 1y, chay t6i Baghdad lam gi?"

"T6i mubn xem.......... nhitng gi Vincent da thiy, im nhing gi anh ta timg im. Toi mudn biét.......... Anh ta 6 phai timg so hai, ¢6 phai da timg....... hbi
han hay khong?" Jill nd ny cudi, nu cudi cta anh ta giong nhu chi€e binh thily tinh dat dudi anh mét trdi, hoan my nhung mong manh.

"Visao? Y 6i B........ Vincent chi 1a ngudi ¢ cting mdt phong nghién ctru véi anh ma théi."

"Khong chi la ¢ cung mot ch(:),lém viée." Jill viron d4u ra ngoai ctra s6, nhin vé phia ng tur ron rang nhdn nhéo, "Chd dén khi nhin thiy ¢d quan tai dap
quoc ky kia.......... T6i mbi biet dugc."”

Vé mit Jill u budn, Sean dii mét tw nhién van mubn nhin, boi vi trede diy anh chua timg gip Jill ¢6 vé niit nhur vay.

"Sean, cht y phia trude." (Canh bao! Binh dAm chua sip do!)



Thanh am ctia Hawkins khién Sean dinh than lai, troi a, vira r6i anh da nhin chim cham vao “curu dich thir” khong chuyén nit!
skoksk

Trd lai quén doanh, Hawkins da duoc thwong cdp goi di.

Jill cing Sean di vé phia ky tic x4.

"Hey, anh n6i Hawkins bi goi di vi viéc gi? C6 ngudi cam thiy hom nay anh ta da khong xir Iy nhiém vy thoa dang?" Jill hoi.

"C6 & khong phai. O noi déy, thdo d& bom ciing khong phai a myc dich chinh cvia EOD, ma la cb ging hét strc tranh thong vong xiy ra. Hom nay
khong hé ¢ nguoi bi thurong, khong phai sao?" Sean no6i xong lién di t6i ctra phong minh.

"Puoc rdi, mdt ic nita cting di an bita t6i?" Jill nhin vai.

Se?.n thAm budn cudi, anh nhé 18 trude kia khi con 13 Vincent, tén kia chura bao gio chil ddng hen anh di an, lién ngay ca & nha &n bon ho cling déu it khi
ngdi cling ban.

Nhung di thé nao di nita, Hawkins bi goi di khién cho Sean khong khoi to mo, rdt cudce 1a vi viée gi?
Cing Jill &n dugc giita bita, Sean nhan duoc dién thoai ciia Hawkins, dbi phurong mudn anh dén phong y.
"Chiing ta dang an." Tuy Jill cudi nhung Sean biét anh ta khong may vui vé.

"Bugc rdi, bro, t0i s€ goi thém méy anh chang thi vi dén tiép anh.” Sean vAy vay tay voi méy ngudi nhém Sniper, d6i phwrong bung khay an di t6i, "Bon
ho tlng 1a dong ddi cing t6 véi Vincent."

Sean di dén phong ctia Hawkins, d6i phuong ngdi trde ban, trén ban ¢6 mot cai thing,

”Chllyén g‘l?H

"Cho c4u." Hawkins ddy nhe thing vé phia Sean.

"Cho t6i?" Sean hoi stng sdt, mo thing, bén trong a mot it ndi y sach s&, con c6 miy hop banh bich quy. Tuy ring quin doanh Iy ciing cung cip mdt it
d6 an vat, loai hinh cling phong phtl, nhung nhirng thir Hawkins cho anh nay thure & rang Ia ctia mt nguoi phy niva tir nuée My xa x61 nhd nguoi mang
dénchoy.

"M 6i giri, nhung t6i khong ding dén." Hawkins cham mot diéu thube. (Xao ghé, hién vat quy ly long vo kia, )

"Puogc 16i, dd an vit thi t6i tin ring anh khong can, nhung nhimg chiée quan 16t moi tinh lai dat tién nay anh ciing khong can?" Sean bdng nhién tho dai
nhe nhdm, chinh anh ciing khdng biet vi sao khi anh nghii dén Hawkins bi goi di chi dé finh v¢ cai thing nay, anh cam thay nhe nhdm rat nhicu.

"U." Hawkins ndm trén giirong, mt nhin tran nha.

"T6i phéi nhéic nhé anh, ndm trén girong hit thude qua that rat thich, nhung khéng hé an toan." Sean ngdi xudng mdt bén, anh biét Hawkins con vi qua
bom banh I4i kia ma canh canh trong long.

Sean nghiéng mit lai, thodng nhin phan véin Ki¢n dit trén ban, vi dnh sang khong du va khoang céch khd xa, anh chi nhin thay may chit, hinh nhu
"Thing chirc", "Lién higp quic" @i do .........

Nhit thdi, anh ngay dai.

Hawkins phai thing chirc? Diéu d6 ching phai c6 nghia 1 y sap rdi khoi Baghdad ?

Sean rat mudn dura tay di Ay tap vin kién kia, nhung Hawkins con ndm sor so ra ddy.

"Cau mudn xem to gidy kia, c6 thé iy ma xem." Piéu thubc trén tay Hawkins nga ra ngoai thinh giudng, tan bi dap rung xudng dat.
Sean lay phan van kién kia lai xem, qua nhién a2 Hawkins thing chirc Ién trung ty va bi diéu dén quan doi cia LHQ dong tai Sudan.

"Noido.......... Cing c6 bomsao?" Sean cudi cuol, nhung trai tim lai cham rai tram xubng, khi n6 trdm dén tan day, anh phat hién minh ngay ca ho hip
déu kho khan, loai cam gidc nay rat ky quai

"Han 1 khong."

"T6i dodn nhé, cha anh mudn dua anh di khoi Baghdad, roi khoi noi c6 Montero James." Sean nhin vé phia Hawkins, khi y hut thude, tu thai trAm tinh



Gidng nhur hét thay moi thir trong cude sdng ctia y déu thue thong thé.

~~~~~~

nubt khan, trong phong yén tmh dén mirc c6 thé nghe thiy tleng tlmdap, "Nhin t& cong van nay, cd & cubi tuan anh cin phaidi"
Hawkins khong néi g, diéu thube kia da hit xong, y dem dau mau thudc 14 cim vao gat tan ¢ ti du giudng

"Toi phai vé phong" Sean 6m ly cai thing, anh rdt cuc hiéu vi sao Hawkins ndi y khong can nhitng thir trong d6, "Cam on do an vat ciia anh, cing
VOi......... quan lot."

Anh mdi vira di ti cira, Hawkins bdng nhién goi anh lai.
"Sean, néu t6i phéi di, cau ¢6 cho toi mdt cai hon khong?"

Mot phiit 4y, Sean bong nhién cam thiy giong n6i ctia Hawkins ciiing khong phai lanh nhu bang, ma 1 giéng nhur nude subi thanh thét roi, roi thing lén
trai tim anh.

"Good bye kiss?"

"Khong duoc sao?"

"Cé thé." Sean nghiéng dau, vao Iic Ay, c6 camxtic gi d6 dang bt dau khoi dong trong anh.
"Vay hién tai c6 thé cho t6i khong?"

Sean bt déc di cudi cudi, diit céi thimg kia lai méit ban, sau 6 di dén bén canh Hawkins, ha thép thét lung, mdi hon lén mbi y. Nu hon thye mém nhe,
khong c6 su ba dao long troi Io dat nhu cia Hawkins, cling khong c6 sy khang cu ménh liét ctia Sean.

Bon ho hda hop ngoai y muén, thong tha ma iém hon lan nhau.

Khi Sean ning ngudi 1én, Hawkins lai van 6m chit anh, "C6 thé khién n6 lu hon mot chit khong?"

"Khéng thé." Sean nhe nhang & tay Hawkins ra, boi vi anh biét, néu nu hon nay tiép tuc, anh so chinh minh ciing khong mudn dimg lai.
Sean vé t6i phong minh, dat cai thing xudng. Ngdi trén mép girdng, anh né nu cuoi.

Anh tirng nghi mot khi anh roi khoi Baghdad, thir tinh cam mong manh nhur to' nhén gitta anh va Hawkins s€ theo d6 ma dut lia, tuy nhién trong suy nghi
cta anh, anh s& 1 ngudi di trude, sau d6 Hawkins van s& & lai chién trudng tim kiém béng dang ciia Montero James.

Nhung thét khong ngd Hawkins mai Ia ngudi trude xoay nguoi roi di

Sean nam xubng dém, viron tay Ay do an vat trong thing, tirmg miéng timg miéng lch cach an, khong hé dé y dén vun banh roi trén gbi dau.
Bay gio m6i 8h tdi, nhung Sean lai cam thiy that moi mét.
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Anh khép it lai, miéng nhop nhép, ctr nhur vay lién ngi.

Trong Itic nira mo nira tinh, anh cam gidc 6 nguoi ngdi bén nguoi anh, ndm Ky tay anh, murdi ngon giao trién. Ho hon mobi, cudng nhiét say dm, tua nhur
cudn cudn khéi siing quén riét Iy nhau trong ngay tan thé, khong sao phan tich ra duoc nita.

Sean md choang miét, vén chin nhin xubng, "Oh, shit!"

Pay khong phai 1 lAn d4u tién anh mo dén Hawkins .
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Lén trude d6 anh chi cam thiy so hi, ma lic nay tim lai dap khong thoi,
Thét gidng nhur rét nhidu naim vé trede, khi anh con i Vincent, $in dAu tién hdi hop di vao phong Emily cing ¢ hén mbi.
"’'mdead .......... " Sean nng canh tay che khuét it minh. (Sure, you are dead, dear, ka ka ka... 20"

Lic nay | 11h30° t5i, nhung Sean thy minh khong sao ngi tiép dwoc nita. (Tréi tim rdi loan, thin kinh réi loan, than thé r6i loan, thim! Ka ka ka...
/\0/\)

"Minh ghét d6 ngot! Péc biét 1 chocolate!"

N khong duoc, Sean lién mo TV, thire ca dém xem phim tinh cam ling man.

Cho dén khi chén troi bat dau sang triing, Sean moi ngil quén.

May nin 13, théing dén budi chiéu ngay hom dy, tiéu doi ctia Sean méi c6 nhiém vu.

Nhung méi hon 10h sang, Sean da bi Sniper danh thirc .

"Hey! Sean! Toi biét cac ciu ranh ri ca budi sang! Dimg lén di boy! Ciing choi bong!"

"T6i mubn ngil." Sean tré minh, khong thém dé y toi Sniper & ngodi cira s6 gam .

"Pimg diia, Sean! Hay t6i qua cau “choi sing” choi phét hoa r6i?" Dudng nhu Sniper khong danh thirc Sean s& khong tir bo ¥ dinh.
"Stop! Stop! Toi ddy! Toi day 1 diroc chir gi?" Sean nhan ménh tré dy, lic niy m6i phét hién TV van chura tit.

Ctra vira m& anh d4 bi Sniper khan cép kéo ra, "Hom nay ngay ca k thudt binh ctia 6 t6i ciing ranh, c6 thé lim quéan du bi, ching ta c6 thé yén tim n
choi!"

Sean bang nhién nghi t6i diéu g, "Khoan da, t6i di goi thém ngudi."
"Tét, néu ¢6 thé m thanh nam ngudi mdt doi danh cang khodi!"
Nhung Sniper s& khong thé nio tuéng duoc Sean mudn di tim ai.

G0 vang lop thuy tinh trén ctra s0, ngudi kia con dang ngu. Khong méy ai ddm dén quiy ray gidc ngii ctia y, nhung Sean | ngoai 1. Thiy nguoi kia
khong c6 phan ting, Sean dén trudc ctra, ding sttc dap am 1. "Tinh chua! Hawkins! T6i 1a Sean!"

Qua nhién Hawkins roi girdng, mo cira ra, toc con cd chit 1on xon, bo déng budn ngi khién cho khudn mit tudn t luon lanh king tré nén c6 vé dang
yeu.

"Tinh hubng khan cap?"

"Bing, tinh hudng khin cAp, tiéu to ching ta ciing t6 clia Seo dai chién!" Sean 16 Hawkins di ra, trurde khi di con khong quén Ky chia khéa cira.
"Céi gi?" Hawkins tly y Sean 16i kéo y di vé phia trudc.

"PéAu bong r6. Hawkins, dimg ndi véi toi i anh khong biét choi bong 162" Sean quay dau nhin y.

"Toi biét."

"Tét, ding e ching minh cho ching toi xem."

Khi Sean 16i kéo Hawkins dén trude mét Seo, tit ca moi nguoi ngy dai.

"Hawkins ngoai trir g& bomva ngu.......... Con c6 thé am thir gi d6 khéc sao?" Sniper ding 4nh méit hoai nghi nhin Sean.

"Nay, ching ta dén mot tran déu gitra hai t0 di, 10 da goi k¥ thuit binh Jill clia t0 chiing t6i dén." Sean quay dAu lai, chi théy Jill nhéin nh6 di t6i, "Sean,
cdu tot nhat hay cho t6i mdt cai ly do chinh dang!"

"Rén luyén than thé ¢6 tinh khong?" Sean né nu cuoi, nh it mj thanh mot vong trang non, mdi cling kéo thanh mdt dudng cong thuc rong mo.
Jill bt ddc di cudi, nhin vai: "Toi thi sao cling dugc."
Nhung that ra Seo lai tiép tuc nghi ngd: "Cau bé ny ndy c¢6 choi duoc khéng, ciing dimg ngay ca bong déu khong sor t6i duge."

Sean vui vé: "Dimg xem thudng Jill, anh ta ném quéa ba diém cuc chuan!”



Jill ngAn ngudi, nhin Sean, vén dinh hoi gi, nhung sau ciing lai ding mot nu cudi nhe thay thé .

"Pugc 16i, " Seo nhin vé phia k thuat binh ctia t minh, "Cau ciing dimg dé t6i mét mit, ném miy quéa cho bon ho nhin xem!"
Vi thé mot hdi “quyét chién” lién bt dau.

Seo cting Sniper phdi hop tt vo cting, hai ngudi thoat nhin thé trang nhung dong tic lai vo ciing tinh té c6 ky thuét.

Sean bi bon ho vurot qua, nhung Hawkins lai luu loat cét bdng, strc bat muroi ph@m thue hién mdt et Slamdunk khién Seo ctng Sniper tron it ha hée
miéng,

Sean xoay ngudi nhin vé phia Hawkins, co thé y trong nhdy niit thire hién ¢t ném céing ra tao thanh mdt dudng nét tran ngp hyc rong
Jill vd tay: "Qua tuyét voi! Co didu Hawkins, cai 16 ctia quan doanh ciing khong may rén chéc!" (Ngudi ta phai thé hién trude it vo mir! )
Sau d6, trdn ddu tiép tuc.

Cai tin Hawkins choi bong 16 truyén di, khong t nguoi ién chay dén vay xem ngoai san bong, ngay ca linh cia lién doi khéc ciing chay dén xem! (*Cuoi
€ ghé*)

Sean cudp duge bong tir ki thudt binh cuia doi Seo, chuén bi ném lai bi Seo cung Sniper vay chin, anh tudn boéng qua khe hé cho Hawkins.
"Hey, Sean, ngau nhién ciing chuyén bong cho 6i chir, néu khong thi toi chi c6 thé & bién ma dimg!" Jill vira ndi vira tht syr i lai bién.

Sean bét cudi, cau dén tay lién chuyén cho Jill. Ma Jill ciing kh@ng phu su cuc luc d@ ctr ctia Sean, tht su thue hién mdt ¢t ném 3 diém hoan my khién
cho moi ngudi vay xem huyt sao vang troi! (Tranh nhau ‘lay diém’ voi iy nhan na! )

Jill nhin vé phia Sean nhuéng mi, Sean m mdt dong tac thé hién sy khinh bi. Ngay sau d6 Jill chay t6i, v0 vd vai Sean, "Hey, Vincent, It nita van phéi
chuyén bong cho t61 nhé!"

"Khong thanh vin d&!" Sean dép, rdi lap tire simg sdt, sau d6 voi va d4 Jill mot cd, "Anh goi ai dau!"

Jill cudi cudi, Hawkins ¢6 chit dam chiéu liéc nhin bon ho.

Tran déu két thic v6i két qua doi ctia Hawkins thing 4p déo. (Anh hing tranh my nhan tim, dong hyc vo han!)

Hom d6, ngay ca khi di ra ngoai thye hién nhiém vy, Sean van cudi khong khép miéng lai dugc.

Jill nngi Xuéng bén anh, "Ihéng d6i ctia Seo khién cau vui vé nhu vay?"

"Khong phai, anh khong thiy ngoai trir ctng nhau thdo bomra, ca t6 chiing ta cling nhau lm nhimg chuyén khdc nira, ky thét rat thl vi hay sao? Anh
nghi xe, cho ching ta roi khoi Baghdad r6i, co hoi gap lai nhau ¢6 dugc bao nhiéu? Ching ta con ¢6 thé cting nhau ubng bia khong? Hozc 1 cling choi
mot tran bong 0?"

Jill thity ha mi mt, "Hodic 13, tham gia 18 tang ctia di phuong.........
Sean ciing im king lai.

"Pmg lo Fing, Sean. R khoi Baghdad, t6i van s& tim dugc cau." Sy tram king Ay duoc tén von it khi mé miéng nhét - Hawkins - phé va.
Sean ngay ngin ca ngudi, anh khong nghi toi Hawkins s& ndi nhur vy véi minh.

Budi chiéu hom 4y nhan nh ngoai y mudn, chi ¢ duy nhit mdt lin bon ho duoc yéu cau thi khi ¢én noi bom da phét nd.

Tbi hom d6, Sean dén gap Tién si Grey.

béi phuong md cira, ding mot ngit di€u thuc ué 0di ndi: "Sean, hién tai khong phai thoi gian lam viéc cua t61."

Sean cuoi cudi: "Thyre xin 161, Tién si. Ong nghi ngoi di."

Grey stmg s6t, khong nghii toi Sean lai di d& dang nhur vy, "T6i twéng ciu c6 chuyén quan trong mudn hoi toi?"

"Trén thyc &, van dé ndy qua thire rat quan trong, nhung cho di t6i co duoc cau tra 1i ¢6 18 ciing ching dé hm gi."

Grey ngoic tay: "Vao di."

Sean ngdi trude mit Grey, "Hawkins s& bi thuyén chuyén khoi EOD, t6i von phai cam thiy duoc giai thoét."



"Toi hiéu, s& 6 mot td truréng an phan duoc didu dén, hon nita néu khong ¢ gi ngoai y mudn, tn t6 trurdng hin s& khong c6 4o twong g d6 khong thue
t€ voi cau, nhur vy cau s€ cang thoai mai."

"Pung vdy. Nhung t0i lai cém théty minh khong hé cam théy d& chiu mdt chiit ndo, ti phét hign ky that t6i c6 thé d& dang tha thir hét thay, vi dy nhu su
lanh King khong biét giao ti€p ctia han, vi du nhu khdng niic trang phuc phong hd lién di thdo d& bom, vi du nhur hin vd phuong hudng ddm dau dudi
theo béng dang ctia Montero James."

"Sean, n6i cho i biét, Hawkins c6 timg khién cau dong tm hay khong, cho dit chi mdt thoang?"" Tién si Grey nhin vé phia Sean, "Cén thin ngim lai,
Sean."

"Hin n6i, néu c6 mot ngiy ching t6i déu roi khoi Baghdad, hin s& tim dugc t61." Sean nghiéng niit di, "Toi ngi.......... Toinghi .......... "

"Cau cho 1a mbi quan hé ctia hai ngudi chi gioi han tai Baghdad, dtng khong?" Tién si Grey kh& mim moi.

"Chéng I& khong dtng?" Sean nhiin vai.

"Cau c6 biét nguyén nhan khién cau khong ngimg cu tuyét  tuong ctia Hawkins d6i voi cau 1 gi khong?"

"La g2

"Béi vi cau so»lﬁi thr y twdng Hawkins c¢6 véi cdu chi la vi hz“ir} thin & mit noi kI}(A)ng’cé phunit, & trong’mﬁt khong gian bi han ché hin khong co dbi
tuong khdc d¢ lya chon, ma loai a0 turong nay s theo chan han roi di ma thay doi, han s& dem nhitng doi twong khdc nira tha vao trong cdi 4o twong do.
Cho du hién tai han d6i tot voi cau hon bat cir ai khac, d6 cling chi vi noi day la Baghdad."

"Tiénsi......... Ong dang ndi c4i gi?" Sean cam thiy minh nghe hiéu, lai tyra hd chéing hiéu gi ca.

Grey khom ngudi sang phia Sean, nhin thing vao mit anh, "Sean, ciu dang so ring hiin ta vén khong hé yéu cau."

"TiénsiGrey .......... " Sean md miéng, tra hd ¢ thir gi d6 da sinh dong hién hinh, bre trdng thanh anh da day cong kién tao bdng nhién khong chiu ndi
mot dot cong kich.

"Vi sao cau lai quan tam dén viéc hén ta yéu hay khong yéu céu, Sean, t6i nghi cdu con biét rd hon to1."

" Chuyén héin phii di cling khong phai I trong diém, trong diém i sau khi héin di roi ciu c6 g tiéc nubi hay khong?" Tién si Grey dimg dy, "Hién tai 0i
cam thay t6i da co the nghi ngoi mdt chit, Sean."

Roi khoi phong ctia Grey, Sean yén king di trén dudng tré vé, di ngang qua phong Hawkins, tura nhur ¢6 mot le hwong thin bi dan dét buéc chén anh di
dén trude khung cra s6 sang dén kia.

Hawkins ngdi tua & trén girong, trong tay B mdt ban v&, tira hd dang vé thir gi do.

Y 1a ké dién, ¢6 I& 1a dién ¢ chd y thure chép nhat va nghiém tic.

Sean con chura xoay nguoi, giong ndi cia Hawkins da vang lén: "Vi sao khong vao?"
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Ctra mo, Sean danh phai di vao.

"Lam sao vay Sean?" Ban v& ctia Hawkins dat trén ban, qua nhién a so d6 mach dién bom

"Khong cé g, chi 1 di ngang qua thoi."

Hawkins viron tay ra, d4u ngén tay vudt ve qua ma Sean, "Khong phéi chi 1 di ngang qua, cAu da & bén ngoai nhin t6i mot lic Jau."

"Chéing phéi vi cudi tuin anh s¢ di hay sao? Trudc khi di, anh c6 thé cing dong doi ctia minh choi bong 16, udng bia, clng nhau xem DVD.......... y i
n6i dén nhiing b phim kinh dién ctia Tién si Grey.......... 6 Ié khong phai 1a y kién toi."
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"Ding vay."

Sean van trdm niic nhin xubng dudi, Hawkins viron tay ra ning mit anh nhin vao minh: "Téi chura timg nghi t6i muén im cho cau vui lai don gian dén
nhur vay."

"Sao co?" Sean hoi.

"Vi du nhur cling nhau choi bong 16, udng bia, xem phim."

"Noi ndy con cd hoat dong gidi tri gi khac hay sao? A, con cd bai brit." Sean cudi cuoi
Hawkins ling king nhin Sean.

Cén phong im lang, anh miét nhin chiim ch ctia Hawkins khién tim Sean khong khoi dap nhanh hon, khi anh mu6n quay mit qua chd khac ngdi thing lai,
doi phuong 1ot cuc md miéng noi chuyén .

"Sean, cau la dac biét."

HA?"

Hawkins hoi hoi nghiéng niit: "So voi Montero con déc biét, so voi bom ciing dac bit, cau la déac biét nhét......... "

"Puong nhién, anh s& khong nghi ¢én bom hozic Montero ma “choi sing’."

"Vi ¢6 cu, t6i cam thdy con sbng quan trong hon nhiéu so véi thdo d& bom ctia Montero." Tran ctia Hawkins ti 1én tran anh, thanh 4m ctia y trdm thip
ma tr tinh, tira nhur mdt dia nhac ¢6 dién tirng vong tirng vong xoay, xoay khién cho ngurdi nghe bi cudn vao tim khong thay duong ve hién thue, "Toi
bit, cdu luon dirng sau lung t6i, nhin theo t6i. Cau khién t6i cam thay dugc an toan."

Moi Sean bi y nhe nhz‘lpgngémléy, nhe nhang mén mé, ludi y khong hé véi vao trong miéng anh, dwong nhur hai d6i mbi chi gian don dung cham da 1
mot chuyén vo ctiing d€ chiu.

Sau do, Sean cham rdi dura ludi dudi vé phia d6i phurong, Hawkins ngodi y mudn ma bét iy né, ban tay dy rong viron vé phia sau gay anh, ghi lai.
Sean cam thiy anh khong can tiép tuc khang cyr loai cam gidc niy nita.

Ny mai cubi cing ciing dén, anh khéng mubn 6 gi tiéc nudi, néu két qua ctia bon ho chi ¢o chia fia.

Anh ty tay 16t bo 40 ctia Hawkins, khi kéo dén ba vai chiéc 4o bi mic lai, Hawkins khong hé dua tay lén.

Y nhin v& phia anh: "Sean, cdu c6 biét minh dang Am gi khong?"

"Bién 4o tuong ctia anh thanh syr tht." Sean cong cong khoe miéng,

Hawkins bng nhién dy anh ngi 4p 1én girdng, khudn mét tudn my tran ngap lira nong; "Sean, cau von khong biét a0 tuong ciia t6i ¢6 bao nhiéu dién

cuong,
"Anh i gi dién, t6i d& som biét."

Hawkins ctii ddu: "Ta s& khong thé khong ché duoc chinh minh.........."

"Néu anh khién t6i thAy kho chiu, t6i s& da chétanh.......... " Sean con chura ndi xong, da bi con mura hdn ctia Hawkins bao phul.

Quén phyc ctia anh b Hawkins 10t bo, y vii dau bén tai anh, 4m thanh khan khan tho rap: "Toi da mo twéng dén chuyén c6i quin phuc ciia cAu rét nhiéu

"Vi sao lai la quan phuc?" Sean nd nu cuoi.

Hawkins hon hon phan c6 16 ra khoi 4o ctia Sean, ranh nanh kh& cén, "Boi vi ¢6i quan phug.......... C6 thé khién cau tir mdt binh si bién thanh Sean ctia
mot minh t61."

"Y tudng rit tuyét." Sean xoay ngudi, dé lén trén Hawkins.

Hawkins twa hd khong ngai bi Sean ap ché, y nging dau 1én hon hon khubn mit anh, ban tay vubt ve doc theo bd lung anh, mot duong xudng phia dudi,
véi vao trong quan 16t.

Sean tu tir nhim miit lai, cam thu su t:6n tAICUAY cveverre cevrenee s tlI nhe nhang chdm rai nhu nin dan trd nén dung surc, tya hd y mudn bdp chat hét thay
thudc ve Sean trong tay. Sean quay dau, dua tay ve phia sau, nuon kéo ban tay ctia Hawkins ra, nhung y lai “tap kich” mbi anh, tham lam néng bong



khién cho anh khong biét phai lim sao, d6 ding 1 mdt ny hon “tiéu chuan’ Hawkins.

Sean thoang loi long, ddi phwong da ghi chit Iy thit hing anh, troi dét dién dao, Sean lai bi 4p vé den dém Hawkins cuong nhiét hon 1én mé anh, trin
troc dén cim, dén cd, timg ny hon nhur thép lira trén da anh, thanh mdt con duong dai rao ruc xudng phia dudi. H6 hip cia Sean dén thé trong

Hawkins bop chit Ay thit rng Sean, it anh ndm tp sip, cdm anh nén kén gdi dau mém mai.

"Hawkins! Anh mudn km gi?"

Hawkins hon lén lung Sean, doc theo xuong song kéo xubng, tao thanh mot chu01 t& dai ron nguoi, & xuong cung, lurdi y lam mdt vong tron nong ruc va
amuot Sean mo to hai mit, ¢b ging chdng cur cam giac llnhhon minh nhu nudn bi hit ra khoi than thé, cam gidc i nay ddi véi anh ma n6i thye xa la,
ndm trén ngudi anh khong phai | mdt nguoi thidu nir diu dang mém mai, mé B mdt nguoi dan 6ng cudng nganh.........

Hawkins 6m iy thit lung Sean, .......... ..........

"Dimg lai! Hawkins! Dimg lail" Sean gty dua, lai cam gidc duoc con mainh thi nong bong dén thiéu dét duoc fish hon anh thanh tro kia dung cham dén
hau huyét, muon pha tan hét thdy moi rao can, cuong nganh md rong thin thé anh dén curc han.

Sean cdn ring, gin xanh’trén thai duong dot khoi, trong mot thoang, anh cam thiy Hawkins thire su c6 thé giét chét anh, thira dip Hawkins budng tay ra
muon di dm anh, Sean c0 strc gidy dya.

"Cau mudn di dau?" Hawkins de anh lai, khong hé bo trude, vot di vao.

Sean ha to miéng, khudn mit nhéy niit nghen hong, tht lu sau anh méi dAm dAm chan: "Fuck you——" (No no, you are the one who is ficked, ka ka
kaka...)

Hawkins cuoi khé : "O trong cau rét tuyét."

.......... Sean khong ngimg chiri bdy, cam gidc dau don nhu b thiéu chay khién anh mudn tir bd d4u minh ra xem trong d6 chita gi ma fai.........., anh an
can hoi han ca nha Hawkins mot 1an lai mot An..........

"Sean, vira roi khi mé.ng chi toi cau da Iap lai tir."

Ngay khi y Ién dinh, Sean thé dai mdt hoi.

Hawkins curdi nhe, lui dira.

Sean nhur dugc dai xa, mic ké dau don mudn tr minh di xubng, Hawkins lai tha anh Ién girong, hon anh, 4n anh xudng.

Tiéng kéu la ctia Sean bi sy ménh liét ctia Hawkins bao phil.

Hawkins khong ngimg nhim vio noi sau nhit, khong ngimg dinh dén cai noi ti c6 thé khién Sean dong tinh.

Tinh triéu diing tién vao trong tri ndio Sean, tiy sach moi bét an lo Eing ciing tAy tréng Iy tri, viii dap anh trong mo mit.

Hawkins nging dau, grong it anh tuén phiém hong, 1ong inh mo hoi, hai it khép ho, bicu tish nhur thé dang song trong thé gi6i mdng éo tuygt voi
hang ao wdc, khoai cam va sung sudng vo bién vo tan tran ra, khong cach ndo ngan can, khién y khong ngirng tac cau, cho duda cé dugce tat ca cla
Sean, y cling khong sao dung lai dugc.

Tiéng thé ddc quan quyt giao trién, khong khi ciing dudng nhu nhon nhao.

Sean c6 mdt loai do giac, Hawkins da xam Jan trf ndio anh, thAm chi mbi mdt t& bao trong co thé anh déu ¢ sy ton tai clia y.

Khi thoi khéc thing hoa dén, mdt dong chat 1ong néng ruc lao thing vao trong co thé anh, Sean 6m chit Hawkins.



Hawkins nim trén nguoi anh, ngdn tay mit lan lai mOt Jan vudt ve khuon mit anh.
"Cau la ciia ti.........
Sean thé ra mdt hoi, giong 4m 4ch: "Nhét dinh 1 6i dién rdi."

"Vay tiép tuc dién." Hawkins khong rit ra khoi than thé anh, chi nghiéng du nim trén vai anh, ding mdi khé cham Ién cam anh.
Sean khong ndi g, chdm rai nhim mit lai, & trong sy 4m 4p bao trim ctia Hawkins ngi thiép di.

Gio phit nay, Tién si Grey dang ndm trén girong minh, day day huyét thai dwong, tiéng gAm gir trong di dong khién 6ng ta khong thé khong nghiéng dau
né di.

"Anh n6i né khong mudn di Sudan la y gi—"'

"Chinh 1 khong mudn di." Tién si Grey muén thé dai, Trung tuéng Hawkins c6 mdt dira con nhur vy qué thét 1 dau dau.

"N6 13 thing dién! Grey ! Hon nita né sap khién t6i ciing dién theo no!"

"Ngoai ra, t6i c6 mdt tin tirc mudn béo cho ngai, con ctia ngai da yéu chinh chién hiru ciia anh ta."

"Céi gi? Chién hiru? Mot ngudi dan 6ng?"

"Puing vay, Baghdad EOD khong c6 nit binh."

"Anh dua? Hay vi né au Fim khong c6 phy nit? Téi mubn lp tire 16in6 vé!"

"Tinh tao lai di, trung tuwéng, T6i dd n6i ki anh ta “yéu”, khong phai i thich hay ‘dé mét’ dén. Trung tudng, ngai hiéu y t6i khong? "
"Y cta anh [ t6i khong thé chia r& bon ho? Troi a, toi lai dung céi chit “chia r&’ nay, that nuc cuoi !"

"Nigai biét con trai ngai | gi dién, nhur vy, t6i cho ring van dé ngai cin suy nghi khong phai la Jam thé ndo dé con trai ngai roi khoi anh chang kia, hay
tim linh bén tia 4m sat c4i ké khién con ngai mé dao tam than. Ngai cho ring con ngai dién, vay anh ta dién & diémnao?" Grey cuoi nhe.

Pién thoai im king, chi nghe thiy tiéng ho hap.
"N6 mudn thir gi lién nhét dinh phai dat dén, bt ké gia ndo."

Tién st Grey ¢6 thé tuwong twong trung twéng Hawkins & bén kia dang de lai hai mét minh mot cach mét moi, "Khong can biét ngudi khéc nghi gi, ciing
khong d€ y chinh minh, né chi bi€t phai dat duoc thir ndé muon."”

"Nhur vay hién tai ngai héin phai lo Eing anh chang dang thuong da di dén Baghdad lai bi dira con ngai coi trong, lidu cau ta ¢6 thé chip nhén duoc
Hawkins hay khong?" Ngon tay clia Tién si Grey nhe nhang dap Ién thanh giudng, giong ndi tha dai c6 vé nhan nhé, "Hawkins | mdt qua bomnd cham,
ma kip nd thi nim trong tay anh ching d4ng thwong kia."

"Nhur vdy cu ta ¢ yéu Howard khong? Céu ta c6 nguyén y song cing né khong?" Thanh Am ctia trung tuéng ddy ban khoan.

Lai mdt thing nam nhe da ca tin bi bai loan........ Ma hinh nhur & ddy ¢6...... cua dong! TTATT
Ban dang doc truyén Scch Dan Tinh Anh duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 35

"T6i khong biét. Nhung thoat nhin, cau ta thc sur rat giong White."

"White? Y anh 1 dira chau da qua doi ciia t6i2"

"Bing vay." Tién si Grey cudi ¢ chit bat dic di, “Ddi véi con trai ngai, White Hawkins ¢6 y nghia vo cing."

"Hai nguoi ho.......... Nhin rat gibng nhau sao?" Thanh 4m ctia Trung trdng mang theo mdt chit do dur.
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"Khong chi giéng nhau & bé ngodi, t6i nghi cau ta da giy cho Howard cam gidc an toan, n6 rét giéng voi cam gide khi anh ta & bén White."

Df‘il} bén kia dién thoai Irqyén dén mot tiéng thor dai, "Anh c6 thé cho t6i biét vi $80.......... Vi sao Howard ctr thich theo dubi nhitng thir nguy hiém?
Chang han nhur bom? Chang han nhir Montero James? Va ca........ nguoi vinh vien khong quay trd lai, White?"'

"Toi khong thé tra 1 ngai, trung tuéng, Béi vi toi khong phai i Howard Hawkins."

"Néu, néu Howard khong c6 dugc ngudi binh si kia nhur né mudn, n6 s& thé nao? Hodic i ¢6 mdt ngdy, Howard phét hién anh chang do ciing khong
phai [a White trong tri twdng tuong ctia no.......... "

"Anhta s@......... Toi nghi ngai biét, trung tudng"

"Nhu vay, Grey .......... Hay gitip n6 ¢6 duoc ngudi binh st d6. Néu c6 ngudi co thé khién nd yén 6n, ¢6 I8 t6i s& thire cam ta Thurong DE."
"Téi ¢ ging hét sirc, trung tuéng " Grey dit dién thoai xudng ban, dam chiéu mén mé khée mdi sau d6 mim cuoi.

(Sau dém tan hon: ~0™)

Sean bi thanh 4m cua dfmg hd bao thire lam tinh gidc, e nay anh m6i phét giac Hawkins om iy anh ndm ngay bén canh, Sean bi ¢b dinh & giita bo
tong va vong tay 6map cua y. Anh lay khuyu tay thiic nhe vao nguoiy, "Hawkins.......... Hawkins!"

"An?" Dbi phirong nang dau ddy, ngon tay vudt qua toc anh, "Lam sao vay?"
"Cé phai hém nay ching ta van con nhiém vu?" Sean mudn ngdi ddy, nhung anh hau nhur chi ¢6 thé cura quay.
"Ping vay." Hawkins chim rdi budng long vong tay, xubng girdng nhét y phuc ctia hai ngudi lén.

Déng ngudi y cin ximg, tao nha mi khong thiéu réin roi, Sean tyra vao dau giwong dbt mdt diéu thude. Anh c6 chit khong thé turong tuong ndi, t6i hom
qua........ anh da dé cho ngudi dan 6ng nay xAm pham minh.

Hawkins Iy tir trong tti ra mot chiéc quén 16t, ném cho Sean: "M&i."

Lic ndy Sean mdi nhin ra, thin thé minh that sach sg, gitia hai chan khong hé ¢6 cam giéc dinh ni sau khi 4n ai cu6ng nhiét. Duong nhu trong khi anh
ngu, Hawkins d3 giip anh lau minh.

Sean tyr cudi minh, phia sau tuy thoang c6 chit sung, nhung cling khong dau don dén khong thé cir dong, ¢6 & anh hin phai camon sur huén luyén khi
con & bd phan déc ching, n6 da giip anh trai qua mdt cudc “tra tan” khong thé tudng tuong clia Hawkins ma van c6 thé hanh dong binh thuong,

Hopkis da an méic chinh t&, di t6i giap Sean cai ctic 4o.

"T6i phéi vé& phong Ky mii."

"Pugc." Hawkins kh& hon én mbi Sean rdi budng anh ra, "Trén xe gip."

Sean ra khoi phong, sd s 1én ngue, dwong nhu hoi thé ctia Hawkins pha vao ¢d anh ic gitp anh niic 4o van con quanh quan.
Khi Sean dén bén chiéc Hummer, Jill da ngbi bén trong,

Sean m cira xe, Hawkins ném cho anh mt chiéc hot dog, Sean néi mot tiéng cam on, vira an vira lai xe ra khoi ga ra.

Jill tyra du vao cira xe, nhin vé phia Sean: "Sean, t6i cam théy céu cung Hawkins ¢ vandeé." (Ka ka ka, hi¢u irng hau tdn hon???)
"Van d& g?" Sean mim cudi mot cdch khong mAy mém mai, chiing 18 Jill phat hién ra diéu gi?

"Hawkins thirc nghe 16 cau." Jill ngdi thing lai, xe d kin banh ra khoi doanh dia.

Sean bat cudi, "Ké dién Hawkins s& khong nghe 10 bat ctr ai."

Gitra trua, ndi thanh Baghdad van dong duc nhu moi khi.

Xe bi ket clmg ¢ gitta duong khong thé di chuyén. Jill di n dinh xe, cam stng may ding tiéng Birc thét to : "Khong dugc t6i gan! C6 nghe thiy khong?
Khoéng duoc tdi gan!"

Sean ndm tay i, budn cudi noi: "Khong ai mudn tdi gin ching ta, tinh hudng giao théng nhur thé nay ho ciing khong biét lam sao hon."

"An." Hawkins nhe nhang huong tmg, (Phu xuéng phu tiry! A7)



"Hey, Hawkins.......... Cubi tuiin ndy anh di sa0?" Sean quay dau lai hoi, cho dit dem qua gitta bon ho da xay ra chuyén gi, Sean biét‘ anh da di mit voi
cam giac mi minh danh cho Hawkins khong c6 nghia la hai nguoi ho s& dinh lai cing mt cho nhu d6i tinh nhén dang trong thoi ky nong nhiét khong
muon xa roi nhau. Hét thay déu 1a phit xao dong trong khoanh khac ay ma thoi.

Hai ngurdi dang 6ng cing véi nhau....... ¢6 18 phai phong khoang hon binh thurdng nhiéu Em

"T6i cu tuyét thang chirc." Hawkins binh tinh noi.

"Cai gi?" Sean quay déu lai, giita hai du 16ng may khong khoi xuat hién mot cai khe.

“Toi s& & lai noi nay thing cho dén khi dot luén phién két thic."

Sean ngAn nguoi, sau d6 6m dau nd nu cudi.

Neudi ndy a Hawkins, thing chirc d6i voi y ma ndi khong c6 gi dang ké, y chi biét im viée y mudn m

"Boi vi Montero James ¢ Baghdad ma khong phai Sudan, dting khong?"

"Khong, " Hawkins dura tay luén vao trong méi toc Sean, "Boi vi cau ¢ noi nay." (Tim bay day troi!)

Liic nay, Jill tir dinh xe chui vao, ngdi trd lai chd ctia minh, "Pang nbi cai gi?"

Sean dim nhe vao vai Jill: ‘Tiéng DPirc ctia anh thye con me n6 hru loat.”

Bon ho bi ket xe hon 30”, rdt cudc ciing ¢ thé tiép tuc nhich lén phia trude.

Budi chidu bon ho d& bo mdt qué dia 164, sau d6 thuan loi trd vé quan doanh.

Pang l4i xe, Sean bdng nhién y thirc duoc diéu g, manh quay dau nhin vé& phia Hawkins: "VAy t6i qua vi sao anh khong ndi cho t6i biét!" (Troi oi anh, nbi
Jill bi mot cau khong du khong dudi ny ctia Sean lim cho chéing hiéu ra sao ¢4, anh ta ciing nhin v& phia Hawkins, di phwrong khong nhanh khong
chdm tra loi: "Bdi vi cdu khong hoi."

"Damn!" Sean dap manh d4u vao vo lang, Jill vdi va ngin anh lai.

"Brother! Cau dang lai xe!"

Tr6 lai doanh dia, Sean c6 vé budn buc ngay ca bira t6i cing khong 3n lién trd vé phong,

Jill nhin thiy Hawkins thong dong mo cira xe di xubng, vé mit thoai méi thrdng ngiy dot nhién nghiém tic hin lai, "Anh da hm gi c4u ta?"

"Céi gi?" Hawkins liéc nit nhin Jil, tiép tuc di vé phia trudc.

Jill tién 1én mudn tim Jy 40 y, ddi phurong lai nhe nhang né tranh durge, ding anh it binh thén vo ba nhin anh ta.

"T6i da nhin thdy déu vét trén c6 cau ta, Hawkins."

"Vay thi nhur cau da thay."

"Hawkins!" Anh mt Jill tran dﬁy phin no, "Cau ta [ chién hiru ctia anh!"

"Cho nén t6i s& khong thé fuck cau ta 2" Hawkins 1 ni vira dut, Jill ién dén day mdt dim, nhung chi danh vao khong khi

"Anh khong thé thirong ton cau ta!"

"Visao cdu cho ring t0i fuck cAu ta i throng ton cau ta?" Hawkins nghiéng dau, "Boi vi ching toi déu a dan ong? Hay 1 bdi vi giita ching t6i c6 mdi
quan hé chién hitu than thanh khdng thé xam pham?"

"Bi vi anh 14 ké chi biét Iy chinh minh lim trung tAm, anh s& khong hiéu Sean can gi!"
"Bing nhur cau ndi, t6i ki mdt ke Ay minh Am trung tim, cho nén thir t6i mudn, t6i nhét dinh phai dat duoc."
"Céau ta khong phai la d vat thude quyén SO hiru ctia anh! Anh Ia mot ké co surc hép dan, bé ngoai ctia anh, thdm chi 1 sy dién cu?)ng ctia anh, nhung

Sean khong phéi | mdt qua bom!" Con nguwoi mau rdm néing ctia Jill gidng nhur ludi dao dam vao trong mét Hawkins, bét cir ai déu khong nghi dén
chang trai luon cudi néi hon nita rat hai hudc ndy s€ c6 lic girong cung bat kiém nhu vay véi minh.



"Nhung t6i i clia cauta .......... Ta d3 a ciia cAu ta mit rdi." Anh mét ctia Hawkins van tram 6n nhur trede.
"Céil gi?" Chiing I& & Sean ‘v’ Hawkins?

"Chéing phéi cu thich Vincent Mann? hay sao" Hawkins nhin vé phia Jill, "Cau mudn murgn viée bao v¢ Sean dén bo v¢ Vincent trong long minh sao?
Nhung cho du céu nghi thé ndo, nguoi kia déu da chét. Ma trude khi anh ta 16i di, cdu dd khong nam chit lay anh ta......... giong nhu t6i lic nay."

Jill vin duy tri tur thé nhur cfi, bdng nhién c6 nurdc it tir trong miét anh ta chay xudng,
Hawkins xoay nguoi, roi khoi ga ra.

skksk

Sean tr6 lai ky tic xa, tim tap sach s&, sau d6 do 1én giudng, tay vuon dai ra, md vao trong thimg tim banh quy. (Hom trudc ai méi ndi ghét do ngot?
*Liéc cai coi thuong*)

Ngim lai, chinh anh cling con cam thay tirc cuoi. Hawkins khong di Sudan, sao anh lai co cam giac minh b diia gion? C6 1§ anh 6m tim trang ly biét nén
moi c6 the chap nhian dé Hawkins xAm pham minh.

Co6 ngudi mo ctra phong anh, 13 Jill

Dbi phirong mang theo thirc &n ngdi vao bén girdng anh, curdi ndi, "Sean, dimg noi voi tdi rng cau thich banh quy chocolate con hon ga nuréng ciing
khoai tdy nong hoi."

Sean ngiri dugc mii thom thir &n, ngdi ddy, "Thirong Dé yéu anh, Jill."

Jill nhin vai, m& hdp nurde cam dua t6i trurde mat Sean, "Rét tiéc, do quan dac ching tién dén quan doanh nén bia hét rit s6m."
Sean nhin hop nude cam, cudi cudi: "Xin 161 Jil, t6i khong ubng murée cam."

"Vi sa0?" Jill duong nhur v6 tinh hoi.

"Téi tirg bi ngd doc thure pham khi udng nurée cam.......... " Sean nuét khoai tay, liic ndy moi ngdy ngan ca nguoi, dudng nhu anh da tiét 16 qua nhiéu tin
tirc vé Vincent.

"A." Jill d4p lai mot tiéng, "Cau rit giéng Vincent."

"Vay sao?" Sean cuoi cudi, trong long da c6 chit chot da.

"Chéng han nhur dong tac gAp chan, chfmg han nhur hiéu biét vé mach hoc, chéing han nhur khong udng nurée cam” Jill dwa mét dén gin Sean, ngon dén
khong may sang luu lai m:)t phan khuat bong trén niit anh ta. Sau d6 Jill cudi, mim dong tién trén mit c6 vai phan chua xo6t, "Nhung cau ta da
chét.......... Cau khong thé 1a cauta."

"Dlng.......... Dlng vay........ " Sean tham hit mdt hoi, Jill qua thuc rét nhay bén, diémnay anh da som biét, nhung rdi lai khong thé tranh dugc 16 ra vo
s0 so ho trurde mit Jill

"Bét qua thurc déng tiéc, Sean, con hon mdt thang nira cdu c thé vé& nude." Ngon tay Jill nhe nhang g6 n vo hop.

"Ha, ai khong mudn som rdi khoi noi ndy vé nude?"

"Y t6i 14, t6i vira biét cau, cau da quay tré v&." Jill cudi cudi, bong nhién nghiéng ngudi vé phia trude, hon n tran Sean, "Ngi ngon, Sean."
Pang cti dau mo gidy thiéc boc thit g3, Sean cimg ngfic ngudi tan cho dén khi Jill di moi c6 phan tmg,

Vi sao Jill phai hon anh?

Bai vi anh ta mubn n6i ngi ngon.

Sean bat cudi, anh con khong hiéu Jill hay sao? Tén kia hdn i ¢d y tréu cot anh. (M6t phit niic niém cho Jill!)

Duong nhu anh d bi Hawkins khién cho nhanh thanh bénh than kinh, Jill hén 1 thich phy nit, tén kia con swu tip my trim ban Playboy.
Ngay hom sau, sang som, Sean di vao ga ra, Jill 4 ngdi & bén trong , ding mp3 nghe bai hat.

Sean cudi, nubt xudng miéng sandwich cubi cing, Ay tay co co vao dau Jill, "Nghe gi thé? S& khong 1 100 cau tiéng Prirc thudng ding di?"

"Khéng c6 gi." Jill dang mubn 4n stop, Sean lai chop Ay cai may By vé phia minh.



"Cho t6i muron nghe mdt chit, thir nay tir khi dén Baghdad t6i chura timg ding qua."
Jill khong ngai Sean Ky di, nhung & trong d6 chi co mdt bai hat, The end of the world.

Bai hat ma Vincent thich nhét.
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"Chi CO.......... Chi c6 mdt ca khiic nay thoi sao?" Sean nhin vé phia Jill, d lau im rdi anh chura nghe bai hét ndy, ngoai trir mdt lin ty minh ngAmnga khi
ngoi trong xe cach day khong lau.

"Ca khiic yéu nhét, chi cdn c6 mot bai l du roi." Jill stra sang lai mil.
Hawkins mo cira xe ngdi vao.

Xe chay ra khoi doanh dia.

Nhiém vu ctia ho 1 danh gia mot vu nd.

4h sang nay, tai mot khu nha ba ting phia Bic ndi thanh da phat nd. Tiéu t ctia ho kim nhiém vu danh gia xem vu nd nay ki mot cude tap kich tur sat hay
trude d6 chon gidu bom rdi tir xa kip nd.

Bon ho di dén myc tiéu, trong khong khi tran ngdp mii chdy khet. Tiéng true thanh phanh phach truyen dén tir trén dau, ho dang van chuyen nguoi bi
thuong. Con c6 may chiée 6 t6 bi nd tung, tuy ring ira da tat nhung khéi van con miy mit, hoi néng van con phang phét nhur i moi phat nd.

Mot nguoi phy nit quy trén mat dat khoce 16n, trurde mat ¢o ta 1a mot thi thé bi nd khong con tron ven.

Nhitng nguoi dan thudng b throng dwroc néng sang mdt bén, huyét nhyc mo hd.

Sean quay mit qua chd khac, "Bon ho khong mudn chién tranh, lai bi giam him ¢ trong chién tranh."

Jill curdi curdi chim choc: "Chiing ta ciing thé thoi."

Khudn mit Hawkins van trdm tinh, y dura mit xem xét bdn phia, rdi di vong quanh khu nha da khong con nguyén hinh dang mt vong,
Vin dang c6 binh linh ra strc ddo thi thé tir trong khbi dat da d6 nat.

"Cho dui 13 tap kich tur sat, thi thé ctia hung thi ciing khong thé tim thiy dwoc." Jill nhiu may.

Hawkins chim ri tréo 1én trén dng phé tich, dimg thing tira hd dang tim thir gi.

Sean thdy duoc sy suy tur trong mét y. Anh ciing di vé phia d6, dimg bén canh Hawkins.

Bai vi khi Hawkins mot minh dtmg & noi d6 nhur vay, ¢6 vé ciing moi nguoi xung quanh déu bat dng, y tur do dimg ngoai noi day khéi bui, r6i lai phai
tim dap an ¢ trong the gidi do.

C6 doc 1di lai bat kha xam pham.

Sau d6 y lai cham ri di xudng, nhung lic nay ddy, y nim Iy tay Sean.

Bai vi bon ho dang tréo xudng khoi dng d6 nat 16m chom, nim tay nhau nhu thé lai ¢ vé thure duong nhién.
Hawkins van di, bén canh | vach trong bi do.......... Cay Cbi........ va it dét.

"Trdi a, vund van lién tuc t6i tin noi nay." Jill e dau.

"Céi ndy c6 nghia, day 1 do ngudi tir xa diéu khién. Bom tir sat giin trén co thé ngudi rit it khi c6 uy luc 1on nhur vAy." Sean nhin Hawkins.
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'Nhu vy gia thiét dé,y 1a mt qua bom duge diéu khién tlr xa, nhur vay cai t€n dirng ngoai nhin xem qhtulg ta thu don tan cyc s& m thé nao?" Jill nheo
mat lai, nhin quanh bon phia. Khi anh ta nhin cham cham mgt cai ngd nho thi Hawkins da di qua do roi.

"Qué that | mbt dia diém an than tuyét héo." Sean nga sing, di theo phia sau Hawkins, "Lic vun xdy ra K trude bén giv sang, trdi con toi. Tron & noi
dé kh@ng ai thay d}rqc, nhung hung thu lai ¢6 thé thurong thire dién bien vu nd. Hon nita, d6 cling 1a con duong chay tron rat thudn tién, strc no ctia bom
cting rat kho co thé lan dén."

Jill n6i: "T6i lai hi vong bon ho d roi di. Ciing bon ho giao chién u? Toi khong hé co himg thi."

Bon ho dén déy lic ndy chi | vi x4c nhan tir trong ngd nho c6 thé thdy bom nd manh.

Sean cing Jill ghim sing dé phong phia sau Hawkins, mé Hawkins nhin vé phia toa nhd, chan bude lui vé phia con ngd, khi t6i mdt khtic r&, y nglmg lai.
O cho nay khong con thiy vu no nita.

Sean ng6 nghiéng nhin vao khiic quanh, trén mit dat loang 16 vét méu, nhin thiy ghé nguoi.

"Oh, gosh!" Anh md to mét, ho hip nghen lai trong xoang miii

Jill va Hawkins cling nhau nhin v& phia d6.

Jill nhdim it lai, Ay tay d@ 1én mt minh.

Hawkins di dén kéo Sean lai sau hrng minh.

Mot linh M ngdi tura vao véch tudng, dau ri xudng, mii giap lch qua mot bén.

Quén phuc Am lem bui dét, xem ra anh ta d3 tree dién giao thi v6i phan quén, nhung sting va dan dugc déu bi cudp di rdi.
Hai tay anh ta buong thdng doc bén suon, suy st vo hyc.

Mau chay ra tir ngwe thuyét minh anh ta d& bi mot vién vién dan xuyén qua ngue, ma trén vai con ddu vét cia dao trat qua.

"Chiing ta phéii dura anh ta tréy v&." Sean thé dai mt hoi, ddy cling khong phéi | lin dau tién anh théty chién hiru ngil xubng, rit nhidu nguoi anh khong
biet tén, khong cting udng bia 1an ndo, chi nhin quen mat ma thoi.

Ma ngudi trudc it ndy, Sean cam thiy anh ta con tré Em
Jill chuén b di dén gan, dang muén khiéng thi thé 1én, bdng nhién ngimg lai, "Hey, Hawkins!"
Sean ciing chil y t4i trén bung ctia ngudi linh kia tua hd van c6 mau ri ra.

Hawkins ctng Jill chdm réi ¢di bo y phuc ctia ngudi linh xAu sb, bung anh ta da udt sting miu, c6 mdt vét dao dai khodng 20 cm, bi mdt soi day thé mau
den khau lai.

Hung this ching nhitng giét anh ta ma con nhét thude nd vao trong thi thé ctia anh ta.
Liic ndy, Sean da nhin thiy khuon it nguoi kia, "La cau ta?"
"Cu quen ngudi nay?" Jill ngang dau hoi.

"Khong tinh quen.......... Khi 0 dén doi tang thiét giép tim David - em trai ciia Jack - ngudi ny da noi cho t0i biét s6 phong clia David......... Anh ta han
la dong d6i ctia David.......... " (David chinh 14 binh si ttrng bi Thurgng vy Ogilvy xAm pham). Sean hon hén tho.

Néu vira roi khong nho Jill d canh gidc, néu tht sy dem thi thé néng Ién, dé ép dén bung, ba ngurdi bon ho hin phai bi bomnd chét khong nghi ngo.
"Néu theo trinh tur thong thurong, ching ta hin phéi kip nd 16.......... " Jill nhiu nay, "C6 diéu ching ta nhitng doi vién ciia tiéu t6 ‘Ké dién Hawkins”."

Hawkins khong n6i gi, king king deo ging tay, cAm kéo, cét nhitng soi day khéu chéing chit trén vét throng, sau d6 chdm rdi khéu md, ban tay mo vao
trong, can thin tim kiém

Jill ciing Sean dudng nhu ngimg hd hép.
Sean nghe théy mdt trdn 4m thanh ctia ndi tang bi nhao 1on, ¢b nhin xuéng cam giac mubn ndn mira.
Biéu tinh ctia Hawkins thily chung nhu mot, giong nhur y dang hoan thanh mt hang muc cong tac mé thoi. Nhung Sean biét, qua bom nay 1 dién hinh

cho phan quén c6 vii trang cai dat, tuyét dbi khong phai 1 Montero, y hoan toan ¢6 thé lap tire kip nd, nhung y lai ra chon thao d&, boi vi Sean nhan
thirc ngudi chét.



Bom bi ly ra, Hawkins tim gidy niém phong che lai vét md ¢ tranh ndi tang chay ra.

"Hién tai ching ta 6 thé dan anh chang ny vé nha." Hawkins di v& phia ngoi con ngd. (Y anh I dua thi thé ngudi linh ndy trd vé M)
Sean cing Jill tién 1én, nAng thi thé ra ngoai, giao cho doi linh tinh nguyén dang Am cong tic rira sach hién truong,

"Noi nay khong con chuyén ctia ching ta." Hawkins ning cim, y nhic dén chiéc Hummer.

Ba nguoi ngdi trén xe, hién tai moi i 10h30” sang ma thoi, bon ho con phai tiép tuc hoan thanh cong tic tuan tra.

Bon ho giip doi ting thiét giap giip nhau & khu phd trung tAm, ¢6 ngudi ngdi & dinh xe hudng vé phia bon ho ngodc ngodc, than kinh Sean run Ién, do 1
David.

"Hey Sean! That liu khong ciing nhau udng bia ! Nghe néi con hon mdt thang nita i anh c6 thé di tro v&?"
Sean git gat dau, ngoai miéng ding hét strc dé nd duge mot nu curoi.

"Cho anh! Me ctia Jack giri cho t6i day!" David dem mot thanh chocolate ném qua cira xe cho Sean.

"Camon!" Sean vay vay tay, hai xe chay vé hai hudng nguoc chiéu nhau,

Giira trua, bon ho ¢6 thé trd vé doanh dia .

Mat troi Baghdad choi chang chiél} xa xudng ca chiéc Hummer déu nhanh phai bdc chay lén, Sean ra md hoi day ngudi, Jill ngdi mt bén, iy ra mot
chiéc khin tay, giip Sean lau di md hdi trén ¢ va tran.

"Camon."
"Khong c6 gi." Jill binh than tiép tuc dura vao cira kinh xe.

Ngdi & ghé sau, Hawkins siét chit ban tay, noi d6 ciing ndm mbt chiéc khain tay.
Xe chay tr& vé doanh dia.

Sean vira moi di ra khoi xe, bdng nhién c6 mdt bong ngudi hoang dén phia sau anh, Sean vira dinh ha thap than thé quay dau lai phan kich, khong nghi
t6i dong tac dau tién ctia doi phurong chinh Ia de lai gay anh, dong tac k& tiép chinh 1a ché try tay khuyu tay anh.

"Ail" Loai cong kich troi chay thuin thuc lai luén ngoai y liéu niy rét giéng mdt nguoi.

D6i phurong bdng nhién gat manh chin, Sean gl trén mit dat, ding tay trai mién cudng chéng dugc than minh, ma c4i tén & phia sau kia quy gdi dé
ning trén ung anh, khién Sean khong thé dong day. (Céi chiéu niy cong thém méy phét s mong nita thi con c6 thé 1 ai vao déy nira!l! 20%)

Tét ca chi phat sinh trong vong 3s dong ho.

"Ha —— thén thu ctia ciu da kém di nhiéu, xemra BOD thyc nhan nha." Tiéng 16i rat thudn hau va chira vé tréu cot.

Sean ngiy ngin ca nguoi, "Andrew?"

Lic nay Hawkins cung Jill cling di tdi cura.

Jill nghiéng du theo ddi tinh thé phat trién, thire 16 rang d6i phurong hén phai quen biét Sean.

Ma khi khong ai chi y dén, 4nh mét Hawkins trdm xudng, lam cho ngudi ta ¢6 chit phat lanh.

Ban tay Andrew v0 v0 1én mdng Sean (biét ngay ma, ~0%), anh ta ding 4m diéu nga ngén néi: "Babe, cung c6 nhén thua khong?"

Sean thé dai mdt hoi, "Andrew, anh biét t6i ghét nhit bi gion kiéu nay."

"Vay c4u han phai khong khinh dich dén thé!" Andrew nghiéng sang mdt bén, dé cho Sean dmg lén.

Sean bong nhién mot quyen thoc hudng mit Andrew, co thé tuy rang che gidu dudi quan phuc, nhung toe do kia 1 kinh nguoi, ngay khi moi ngudi nghi
dén mot quyen ndy hin s& danh 1én mit Andrew, tén kia thé nhung né duoc, nhung anh ta khong nghi t6i, muc dich chan chinh ctia Sean .......... mot cai
nhdc chan thiéu chit nira thic gdi danh Ién “théng nho” ctia anh ta!

Nhung Sean trim triéu khong ngo i, Andrew thé nhung hai chan mot kep, dem chén trai ctia Sean kep Ay .

Khudn niit da tinh goi cam ndi Ién nép nhiin day thanh thye khi cudi, "A, Sean cu tiép d6én ban cii ctia minh bang cach niy d6 sao?"




"N6i thure ra, phurong phép chio hoi ciia anh ciing khong kha thé nio!" Sean lui lai, 16 rang nga vé phia sau, dimg mot chan kia da vé phia Andrew, 16t
cuc dat duoc tu do.

"Anh t6i khi nao?" Sean ding némgay nhe nhang d4m vao ngue Andrew, d6i phurong ciing thure tir nhién ma dem canh tay dép 1én vai anh, "Bém qua.
Toi hoi tham thit lu, ¢ doi tang thict gigp con c6 trinh sat doanh udng vai chai bia moi nghe duoc tin tirc vé ciu. Con tuong cau ching I da die dau!"
Andrew Iu6t mit nhin qua Hawkins cting Jill dtmg ¢ cach 6 khdng xa dang nhin ho, "Khong gioi thi€u mot chat?"
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Ll‘ic nay Sean moi nhd ra, chi Jill noi: "Pay 1a ky thudt binh ctia d6i, déntur khong quan can cir T25, thac si
do vo luong!"

chi cin c6 thé sng roi di Baghdad, tién

"Vay con vi ndy?" Andrew nhin vé phia Hawkins, anh ta c6 thé cam nhan duoc tir vé tram tinh ctia d6i phuong mdt loai strc manh tran ngdp cam giac
thon tinh, nhung tinh téo lai thi duong nhur chi la mot loai lanh ling ma thoi. "Nguoi ndy a, " M6i Sean cong thanh mdt hinh cung, "Thiéu tiy Hawkins, ke
dién Hawkins, t0 trudng ctia ching t6i, ca doi da thao d vo s6 bom."

"A?" Andrew t6 vé nghién ngAm

Sean nhin v& phia Hawkins, "Biét bom trude khi nd manh moi thir déu im laing khong?"

"D 1A tat nhién."

"Howard Hawkins ciing vdy, " Sean v nhe vai Andrew, c6 mot chit giéng nhu khoe ra, "Thudn tién ndi mot cau, k¥ thudt cén chién ctia Hawkins ciing
rat loi hai, hai ngudi c6 thé do sttc mot chitt.”

"Nighe 101 cau, ciu c6 vé rat mudn t6i dén giao huan Hawkins mot chit?" Andrew ding ban tay 4n gay Sean mdt céi.

"Sai rdi, ti von muép Hawkins gido hu?in’anh" Sean thic khuyu tay vao nguoi anh ta, "Dy la Trung si Andrew Fisher, chién hiru cta t6i khi t6i con &
d0i dac ching, c6 dicu khong cting mit cap bac, ic huan luyén bi tén nay hanh ha thire tham Khi t6i dén EOD, ngwoi nay bi dicu di doi tien tram"

"Sita chita mdt chit, Sean, hién tai toi i Thiéu uy ." Andrew no ny cuoi. (Ganh ca"ip béc nha! ")

"Xemra di dén doi tiép tram tai ndng cta anh ré‘g cude duge thi tn’én,’ khong giéng toi. Luc nay ddy tro vé nurde nhiéu Bim ciing chi duoc thing Ién dén
thuong sihodc 1a chuan uy, trir phi hi sinh cho T6 quoc phu thém quoc ky, néu khong quan ham thi€u ty doi nay khong chirng v vong ."

"Noi bay ba gl d6!" Jill 6 chit budn cuoi.

"Nhur vy, Jill, Hawkins, khong ngai ti muron Sean di mdt lic? Ching t6i i udng bia, nghe n6i lich bubi chiéu ciia céc anh con trong!" Andrew ¢6 chit
hung phan, "Hay 14 cac anh cling dén?"

"Quén di, nghe céc anh ndi mAy chuyén & doi diic ching ciia cac anh t6i s& chan chét mét!" Jill xua tay.
Hawkins khong néi gi, Sean xem nhur y dong y, vi thé lién néi tiéng hen giip lai rdi ciing Andrew di roi.

Jill nhin thoang qua Hawkins, "Khi anh chang d6 nhin thiy Sean, anh mét cta anh ta ciing anh mét anh nhin Sean......... c6 chit gibng," N6i xong, anh ta
lien dt tay vao tii quan mo ra MP3, Iap tai nghe Ién, roi khoi. (Pon hi€émnha! ==

Andrew ciing Sean di vio nha an, Jiy mot t bia, sau gio an trua, nha an khong méy dong d4o, hai ngudi co hd ciing lic bay ra dong tc kia: mot chin
dat trén ghe, nghiéng ngudi ngdi, mdt ban tay khoac 1én dau goi thuong, tay kia thi tho ra cam bia.

Sau d6 hai nguoi simg sdt, ha ha cudi.
"Baghdad I t6t khong?" Andrew hoi.

"Vii me mdi 1 noi t5t nhat trén doi." Sean dem miéng chai bia d4p manh lén canh ban, ndp chai bat ra, roi Ién mét dat. "Anh thé ndo? Méy ngay nay di
chd tdt nao?"

"Lap lai cong tic vo thanh v tirc bé gy cb mdt ai d6 trong vong nira gidy ddng hd, mdt phét bén ra phai giét dwoc muc tieu ngoai hai trdm met, 4n
nupps ¢ ban gidy trong vong phai ninh doan mjt nguoi dich ¢6 hon nita khong phét ra am thanh, mt thuong danh ra di mubn chét trung hai trim thude
bén ngoai dich muc tiéu, 4n nip & c4i noi con me n6 ngay ca quan o déu co thé bi mat troi thidu chdy dé doi mdt muyc tiéu c6 thé ca doi khong bao gior
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xudt hién.......... " Andrew Iy tay chai chai toc, "Cau thé nao?"

"An, " Sean ndc mit nﬁq chai vao bung, 'Bemnf)i nguoi trong tuong thanh bom, tim dugc bom, kinh hon tang dam nhin the"iy Hawkins g& bom, hodc Ia
phanh —— nghe bom n6 manh. Ciing la cudc song ctia anh nghe c6 vé da dang!”

Sau d6 hai nguoi cang tan gau cang hiing say, thing dén vo chai déu c6 thé xp thanh mot birc turdng,

"Puoc roi, ti dua ciu trd vé phong" Andrew di sang bén kia ning Sean lén.

Ma Sean ddy anh ta mdt cai, nd nu cudi, "Théi di, chinh anh déu ngd trai ngdi phai con mubn gip 612"

Andrew n6 ny cudi, khoe niit dudi 16ng may déu 1 thanh thye ¥ nhi, "R6 rang chinh cdu dang hing lay, Trung si Elvis ."
"Vay sa0?" Sean chop mit vai cai, Andrew nhao bang mit tiéng, nang Sean Ién, "C4u & phong no?"

"Ky tlc X4 5O 2......... 204......... Khong ding, hin B i ky tic x4 s5 8 ......... 810.......... "

"Sean, ndi 16 xem 1ot cude 1 ky tiic x4 s 2 hay 1 ky tic x4 s6 8, bang khong t6i s& vac cau vé& phong ca toi." Andrew khiéng Sean, c6 chit bat déc
di

"Vé phong anh am gi?" Sean ngira dau, tiéu cy khong rd.

"Lam rét nhiéu chuyén." Am thanh ctia Andrew hoi ép xubng, vé tiroi curdi bong nhién tram tinh xudng dudi.
"Chuyén gi?" Dang vé ngdy ngdc tir hdi clia Sean c6 vé ngde ing ma déng yéu.

Andrew ctii dAu, mdi co hd cham 1én mit anh, ”Clﬁng hannhu.......... Lamtinh."

Sean nudt nudt mrde miéng, Fic du ngudy ngudy: "Toi van 1 nén.......... quay vé phong ctia minh di..........
"Vay n6i cho t6i biét, phong ctia cau rét cude 1 & ky tic xa sb 2 hay 1 ky tiic x4 s 82"

'Ky tlic X4 86 8......... 810......... Chinh 13 ky tiic X4 50 8.......... " Sean gt gao nhin chdm chim nit dat, ding ngir khi vo ciing nghiém nghi n6i. (Pang
yéu chét! >0<)

Andrew cuoi kheé mot tiéng, mang Sean di t6i phong 810, lay chia khoa trén nguoi Sean, chuyén qua chuyén lai trong 6 khoa ca nira ngiy, thé ndo ciing
khong md ndi! Andrew nhin vé€ phia Sean ltic nay da lang im tuyét d6i, "Pay la phong ctia cau?"

Ctra mo, Hawkins dung & noi do, Andrew nging dau Ién, vai phin kinh ngac, "Thiéu try Hawkins, déy i phong ctia anh?"
"Bing vay, day 1 phong toi." Hawkins di xudng dudi bac tam cip, nhan Iy Sean tir tay Andrew.

Andrew so miii: "Toi ¢6 thé dura ciu ta quay vé ky tic xa."

"Khong can, d6i khi cau ta ciing s& ngi ciing t6i." Hawkins udn tay qua dudi ndch Sean, dé cim anh tira vio vai minh.
"Cai gi?" Andrew hoi cudi, "Giuong don ctia ky tic x4 ngi hai nguoi thie khé chiu di?”

"Cam on anh da quan tdm" Hawkins lui ra phia sau tirng bude, ctra dong,

Ngoai ctra, Andrew nhiu may.

Hawkins tha Sean Ién giurdng minh, sau d6 dimg thing & bén giudng: "Mubn 612"

Sean m6 mot mit, mo hd nhin ra bong déang Hawkins, sau d6 Fic Fc dau.

"Hawkirs.......... T6i c6 mHt vin d& mudn hoi anh.........." Sean ning ning tay.

"Cai g?" Hawkins ngdi xudng, ngon tay nhe nhang vudt ve gd mé Sean.

Nhiu nhiu ny, Sean tr¢ minh lai, nhin vé phia y: "Toi.......... Khoéng nh6 16 ."

"Vay khoan dimg hoi. C4u & lai bén canh t0i B t6t rdi." Hawkins ciii dau, mdi hon Ién mi mit Sean, "Bimg dé nhitng ngudi khic thay ciu lau mo hoi,
ciing khong duoc say ngd vao nguc nguoi dan dng nao khac, dirng khién ti cang trd nén khao khat gitr chat lay cau.......... "

skoksk



Khi Sean tinh lai vio sang hém sau m6i phat hién minh bi Hawkins 6m, s dau minh thi tyra 1én ngue v.
Sao lai thé nay? Pau c6 chit dau......... Anh thir nbic nguoi ddy, mdt giéng néi lanh lanh truyén dén tir phia trén.
"Hién tai B budi sang, cdu co ¥ dinh sat sing hoa*?" (*Khién Hop ka bi abe, abc a ~~)

Sean ngimg lai, néu anh nhé khong lim, dau gios chiéu hom nay 14 lic bon ho di ca. Hawkins chdm ri budng anh ra, cip diii giao trién ctia hai nguoi ciing
tachra.

Sean 4n 4n huyét thai duong, "Sao t6i lai & day?"

Hawkins dra chai nrdc khoangdén: "Andrew dua ciu t6i."

"A? Sao khéng dua t6i v& phong toi?"

"Vay cau phéi di hoi anh ta." Hawkins phii thém a0 khoéc quan phuc, co thé hién 1 durong cong murot na tir vai qua lung xudng dén hong,
Ma Itc nay, Andrew dang cing Seo va Snipper ngdi & trén bac tam cap ky tic xa hit thude.

"Thi ra anh 1a ban ctia Sean?"

"Bing vay! Phéi rdi, t0 truéng ctia bon ho 1 nguoi nhu thé nio? Thoat nhin dwong nhur rit khé séng chung." Andrew huych Snipper.

"Ténkia qua that khong 6t & chung, bat qua ciing khong dén ndi.......... " Sniper gii gii d4u, "méy ngdy trudc ching phai Sean con 16i tén d6 dén danh
bdng 16 voi chiing ta sao?"

"Bing vy, ¢6 diéu ciing chi Sean d4m di goi Hawkins dén danh bong rd di?" Seo ciing né nu cuoi.

Ngon tay Andrew kh& dap tan thude, "Y céc anh 1, Hawkins ddi v6i nguoi khéc khong miy d& chiu, nhung Sean va anh ta quan hé rét 6n?"
Seo va Snipper cing gat dau, "Brother, dimg lo Eing it nhdt Sean di theo Hawkins, dén by gid van cir con song thoil"

Péu gior chidu, tiéu t6 cia Hawkins tiéu t6 ding gids 1o khoi doanh dia.

Ching qua lan ndy l4i xe [ Jill

D6i phurong vira ndm chic tay li, vira buéq cudi nhin thiy Sean dang lién tuc day huyét thai duong, sau d6 By tir trong tdi ra keo bac ha, "An di an dil
Lan sau nhé rd néu o ca phai di thi dirng uong nhi€u nhu vay."

"Keo bac ha? Anh mua duge & dau thé?" Sean boc mdt vién vao miéng, "Day I loai t6i thich nhat!"

Jill nghiéng dau kh& cudi, trong it ¢ chit cam xiic chot 1oe, "Pay duong nhién I loai mé cau thich nhét."

C6 didu, cam ta Thuong DE, hom nay nhiém vu ctia bon ho khong phai tudn tra ni thanh ma 12 di ngoai thanh tién hanh kip nd.
Thé nhung con chura t6i nue tiéu, Jill da thu dugc nhiém vii khén cép.

"Tiéu 6 Hawkins! Tiéu td Hawkins! Lap tirc chay t6i C2, 3, 6 tro giip!"

"Pay I tiéu t6 Hawkins, ching t6i dang trén duong chip hanh nhiém vy kip nd!" Jill nhiu nay.

"Tiéu t6 Hawkins! Lap tirc chay t6i C2, 3, 6, tro giip! Nhiém vu kip nd s& giao cho tiéu doi khac hoan thanh."

Jill quay d4u lai thoang nhin qua Hawkins, dbi phuong gat git dau.

"Tiéu t6 Hawkins thu durgc." Noi xong lién quay xe chay t6i muyc tiéu moi.

Xemra d6 1 mot nhiém vu I6n, Sean hit mdt hoi dé cai dau dau 4m i ctia minh tinh tao lén.

Chay dén ving ngoai thanh, noi nay 1 mot manh x6mngheo, boi vi da sO phan quan thudng lui t6i day nén thuong xuyén s€ co tryc thang cta quan My
tun tra, mot hoi kich chién ba thang trude da lién lay khong it binh dan, sau do lai thanh lap khu tam tri,, mdt nira s6 dan cu cili da chuyén di noi khac
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Bon ho di vé phia mdt khu nha cii nat, sau do thiy ba nguoi linh bo d6i dic ching, Andrew ciing I mbt trong s6 do.
Hai binh linh ndp phia sau xe, ning stng ngim vé& phia kho héng trén tAng hai, Andrew thi ngdi trén mit dt, dua vao xe hit thudc.
Sean biét, ¢ noi ndo d6 han con co tay sing ban tia.

Cang quy di 13, trude ctra kho hang, mOt ngudi linh bo ddi dac ching van duy tri tur thé chan d4 vao trén cira, thin sic nghiém trong, mdt ngudi khic
ghim sting d¢ phong ¢ bén canh anh ta.

Sean di dén trude mit Andrew, Iy diéu thudc trong tay anh ta dat 1én mdi minh hit mot hoi.
Andrew curoi nhao mot tiéng: "Nhu vay ¢6 dugc tinh 1a gian tiép hon moi khong?"'
"Pi hon mong Bil Laden di!" Sean ning cam Ién, "Sao lai thé nay?"

"Nhiém vu ctia tiéu d6i chiing t6i 1 thanh toan cir diém ndy ctia phan quén, sau khi ching t6i mai phuc & ddy gin tam tiéng, ién phét hién ra ring noi nay
can ban khong hé c6 ngudira vao."

"Tir tir, mai phuc sudt tam tiéng? Toi hom qua anh cling véi t61 ubng dén hon tam gior t6i di?"

"Bing vay, ¢6 diéu toi chi ubng co vai chai, con lai tt ca déu vao bung cau!" Andrew Ry lai diéu thude, tiép tuc hit, "Ching t6i dugc biét khong phét
hién ra bat cir ai & trén law."

"Co B cod téng hdm hodic bon ho tranh & Au mot?"

"Bon ho ¢6 song sit phong trom, ching toi khong thé vao theo 16i cira s6, cho nén mdt ngudi anh em dang chuin bi d4 cira, nhung t6i nghe thiy thanh
amkhong on, voi va giit cau ta lai"

"Anh hoai nghi ¢6 bomkiéu 4p e cam (mg?" Sean nhiu may, "Anh phéan tmg rat nhanh, binh thudng khi da d4 ra mot ¢t rét kho duy tri luc dao."
Andrew virt méu thudc 14 xudng dat, "Cé thé nghi cach dem mon dd choi kia d& xudng khong?"

"Ching t0i s& c& hét sirc." Sean dimg day di vé phia Hawkins, néi lai toan bo tinh hubng mbt lan.

Bonho di dén trude canh ctra, Hawkins can thin quan sat, khong c6 kip nd 16 ra ngoai ctra.

"Bro, anh can phai tiép tuc nhan nai!" Sean nhin vé phia d6i phuong, dbi phurong gat dau.

Jill tho: dai: "Pay 1 loai dt thing con co cach, nhung ddy i loai xoay ngang, ching ta phai iy thir gi dé thay thé ap hrc?"

Hon nita bom lai & phia bén kia ctra.

"Phéi phé song ctra chdng trom, ching ta s& vao theo 161 d6. "' Hawkins noi.

Song sat chong trom bi théo xudng, Hawkins hru loét tréo 1én chui vao, sau d6 I Jill

Sean dang chuan bi di theo, lai bi Andrew d¢ lai , "Céc cu khong mdt ai mic trang phuc phong ho?"

"Bro, anh can hiéu rang néu thir d6 choi kia thure sy n, trang phuc phong ho s& rat virdng chan chiing t6i." N6i xong, Sean ciing theo di vao, lc chin
cham dt, anh nh& dén cau minh vira néi, Troi a, xemra anh da bi tring doc ning tir Hawkins, cach ndi cach lim cang lic cang giéng y.

"Néu vy, t6i cling di vao voi cac cau." Andrew quay dau lai ra hiéu cho cac ddi vién ctia minh, sau d6 cling tréo qua clra so.

Laumjt ¢6 dién tich rit 16n, boy twong phan cach nd thanh hai gian phong d sap, 16 ra bén kia a mt cai ban, trén nit ban con cd chén tra cing Am dun
nurde va thirc an bi ruoi vo ve bay quanh.

Andrew di sang, Sean nhdic nhé anh ta, "Bimg vi td md ma gim dap linh tinh."

"Yén tAm, ti da khong con i mot dira nho to mod tir Au roi." Andrew di dén phia trudc ban, sd soang cai chén, nurde bén trong da lanh ngiit tir Au. Xem
ra trude khi ho tim dén phan quan da rit i khoi day.



Doi théo d& bom cén than di dén phia sau canh cira, qua nhién nhin thdy mot vat thé I6e anh sang xanh tiép gidp giita cénh cira voi mit dat. Thiét bi cam
g ap lyc dang bi dé xuong, chi can khe budng 16ng, nd s& gy ra nd6 manh.

Jill ngdi x6m xudng, hip mét nhin vé& phia thiét bi, "Thir d6 choi ndy rt tinh x40, né hoan toan ¢6 thé demkip nd ¢ dinh & trén cira ma khéng can phirc
tap dén can thiet bi ap huc cam g,

"Toi ddm ¢4  sau khi théio d& qua bom ndy, ching ta s thy tén ciia Montero." Sean chéc hudi mdt tiéng, "Pay  dot “thi lai” md hén cung cép cho anh
sau khi anh bo d6 vu théo do bom banh li Jn true?"

Hawkins huréng vé phia Sean thoang cuoi, cho duikhong ai thiy. Y deo ging tay, ldy dung cy, that cin than i phén tach thiét bi cam g, dong thoi
dambao du ap hrc van dé 1én thiét bi kip nd, néu kip nd ban Ién, bon ho lién xong doi.

"Nudi anh em & bén ngoai! Anh c6 thé tha Iong chan!" Sean ho mdt cau.
"Céc anh chic chi?"

"Khong thé chic hon!" Sean lAy tay gb nhe 1én cira, Eing nghe 4m thanh d6i phurong roi di, sau d6 i nhin vé phia Hawkins dang Iy chinh minh dé ly
kip n6. "Chung ta nén lam céi gi voi thir ndy bay gio?"

""T61 khong thé budng tay, cac cau phai dén thao d& nd." Hawkins tra 10 binh finh, nhur thé dang n6i nha toi khong ¢6 thir gi ngon dé tiép dai, cac cau cir
tly tién tim d6 gi an dugc thi ding.

Sean nhin y: "Anh néi sao co?"

"PAu tién, can thin m6 xéc ngoai." Khudn niit Hawkins khong 6 biéu tinh.

"Hawkins, dy khong phéi dang ndi gion choi, hay 1 dé toi thay anh 4n thiét bi cam g ap rc?" Jill ciing sdt rudt .

"Nhin k§ thir nay mot chit di, Jill, néu cAu van con cam théy 1am thé an toan hon so véi viée cac cau tu minh thdo bom thi xin moi dén thir!”
Sean hit mt hoi, nhin vao méit Hawkins, "Anh khong nén qué tin tudng vio ching toi nhu vay."

"ft nhét 1n ndy, t6i va cAu dang 6 cung mot chién truwong," Thanh &m ctia Hawkins vig vang bang phing, nhu thé néu cn phai vinh vién dé Ién thiét b
cam tmg bom, y ciiing ¢6 thé am khong chit suy chuyén.

Diing vdy, trudc ddy mbi mot an di m nhiém vy, anh déu chi dwoc nhin thiy bong lung y.

Lic ndy ddy, Sean rot cuc phai di im viéc ma Hawkins van m

"Bugc rdi, Hawkins." Thin sic clia Sean cling trAm tinh lai, anh nhin vé phia Jill, "Ching ta bét dAu di."
"Sean.......... " Jill kinh ngac.

"Andrew, anh c¢6 thé di trudc." Sean quay dau ra hiéu cho Andrew, "Hon nita ¢6 thé dira tir cira chinh."
Andrew nhin may lai, nu cuoi rét c6 namnhén vi, "C4u lai dta? Sean, vao lic nay cau mudn t6i bo di?"
"Anh ¢ lai ddy cling vo nghia."

"T6i tur ¢6 y nghia ciia chinh minh, Sean Elvis phai thao bom, cho di khi quan dic ching tién hanh dc thit hudn luyén, t6i cling chura timg xem qua ciu
thao dd loai d6 choi “cong nghé cao” ndy, ndi khong chirng ca doi chi co theé gap mit lan."

"Andrew!" Sean bt dau tirc gian, anh biét Andrew khong mudn dé lai anh ganh vac nguy hiém nay ma bo di, "Anh | mdt ngudi linh! Anh phai hiéu duoc
giit hay bo!"

Andrew khong dong ddy ngdi & gn d6, tham chi con n6i: "Mudn udng tra khong? Toi ¢6 thé ding 4m dun tra ctia phén quan ndu cho cau mot binh!"
Sean con mudn ndi nira, Hawkins da Ién tiéng: "Anh ta mudn & lai ciing khong c6 gi nghiém trong. Sean, tip trung vao cong viée cau phéi m."

Sean gat dau, Ry tdi dung cu trén ngudi Hawkins xudng, tim ci vin vit, md vo ngoai qua bom, mdi chi hoi hé ra mot chit, da nghe Jill dang cam dén soi
vao bén trong mang mot ticng, "Horse shit!"

C6 dudng day duoc gin 1én nip hop, néu Sean nhic han nip hop roi ra dit chi mbt chit, chi so lai dong dén thiét bi kip nd.
Sean trdm trong ho hip, demndp hop tha lai chd cii.

"S& khong phai tat ca nip hop déu co gin day ddy chir?" Andrew & cach d6 khong xa Ién tiéng hoi, qua bom nay thoat nhin thure kho giai quyét, nhung &
trén it ho lai khong hé thay su su hai



Sean liéc mit nhin anh ta: "Anh con ¢6 tim trang dé y thét tinh t&! Han 1 nén dem anh dén EOD huén luyén, sau d6 virt dén Baghdad hoac 1 Ap-ga-ni-
xtan."

"Camon o1 dong vién, néu cau ciing ¢6 thé ghim sting bao vé sau hung t64, 161 s& lo ling ¥ tudng d6." Andrew Ky thudc 1 trong tii o ra, bit dau ht.
Anh ta nhin v& phia Hawkins, tén kia dang nhin théing v& phia truée, noi d6 vira ding 1 céi trdn ctia Sean.

Jill quy rap trén mit dét c6 chit mét moi, thay d6i mdt ban tay gio'den pin, "Toi biét Montero I thing dién, cho dii hin cam thy chinh minh i nghé thuat
ga.......... Nhung héin khong phai quy, hén chic chén phai dé lai mot k& ho."

Noi cach khac, trong s6 6 mit cla hdp, ngoai trir mot mat dang bi Hawkins n xuéng, nhit dinh phai cé mdt mat khac khong ndi day dan.

Sean kh& nudt nurde miéng, "Puoc 16i, ching ta lai thir mot ln. Jill, anh thich niit ndo dy?"

"Mt ndy.......... T6i soi dén pin vao n6 khong can qua moi tay."

"Buroc .

Nhung khién nguo ta thit vong chinh 1, coho mdi mdt mit déu phét hign ddy dan, chi con lai mit phia dudi ciing, nhung vi Hawkins dé kén thiét bj cam
(g, mOt mat kia bi dét trén mat dat, néu mudn mo 16 ra, nhat dinh phai dem ca qua bomdao nguoc lai, ma chang nhirmg Hawkins phai tip tuc ning
qua bom, con phai c6 nguoi phy trach gy ap luc 1én mit doi dién.

"Lay Cha, Con* va cac thinh than.......... " Jill hé6 mdt hoi. (*Purc thanh Cha, Prc thanh Con)

Sean nhin vao nit Hawkins: "Anh chuén bj sin sang?"

Y git dau.

"Pugc 1di, Sean.......... Céu cing Hawkins an y hon, t6i s& phu trach mo ra mit cubi cing ndy." Jill nhan By c4i tua-vit tir trong tay anh.

Sean nhin vé& phia Hawkins, y lai gat dau.

"T6i hén anh tin tuong t0i nhur vdy." Sean nhéim mat lai, didu chinh lai ho hép, sau d6 6m Ky thin bom. Hai ngwoi van duy tri khi lyc, Jill Ky tay hoi néng,
hét thay thuc thong tha thong tha, néu chi c6 mdt chiit khong cén than, thi€t bi cam g ap luc ban Ién, hét thiy lién déu xong doi .

Sean khong dam ho hép, hai tay ding strc bao tri vitng vang, trong tiéng hit thd cing thing ctia moi ngudi, qua bom rdt cyc déo nguoc lai.
"Chi mong Thuong Dé chiéu ¢b ching ta!" Jill nudt khan.
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"Hién tai camta Thuong Pé con qua sém." Andrew ciing dui thude 14 di, "Pong tac cua ciu t6t nhét phai nhanh, tu thé nay duy tri khong dugc bao lau."
Bai vi tir gid trdy di, Hawkins s& bét ddu moi mét, sau vai phit nita tay s& bat dau run rdy.

Jill nhiit cai tua-vit, chdm rii mo dinh ¢, demndp hop xd¢ n mot chit, Andrew da di t6i, By cai dén pin ra khoi tti Jill, soi sang,

"T6i khong thay day dan bam vao ndp hop."

Andrew vira n6i vay, Jill lién g hén nép hop ra, cudi ciing bon ho ciing nhin théy cAu tao bén trong.

"Mach song song, chi can mdt qua pin khong c6 dién s& kich nd." Sean cau may lai, vi phai ding strc dé phan than hdp, thanh 4m ciia anh ciing hoi phét
run.

Hawkins suy nghf trong chdc lat, "Thir xem c6 thé v& so' dd mach dién ra trude rdi hiy tinh tiép!"
Jill By céi nhip, tinh € JAn theo mbi mdt duong day, sau d6 iy bit danh déu v& lai so @6 mach dién Ién tudng

"Nhin 6 vé kho, soi ddy dan nity khong ché kip nd, nhung n6 lai dwoc nbi lién véi dudng day s6 2. Gid nhu thir d6 choi nity khong c6 bo phén cam img
moi viéc s€ d€ dang hon." Jill gdy mdng tay cdi, Sean biét moi khi Jill bon chon, anh ta s& lam dong tac do.
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"Vay van dé ctia ching ta ndm & bd phén cam (g va kip nd." Sean noi.

"Nhung & ddy c6 dén hai ddy dan ngudn!"

"Nhung chi can ching ta mudn, n6 s& bién thanh mot!" Sean nhin vao nt Jill

Ddi phirong hoi nghi hodc, sau d6 chot mo to hai nit, trong mét anh ta nhur ¢6 4nh ira nho 16e ra.

"Biing vy, chiing ta ciing c6 thé xau chudi hai day dan ngudn nay lai."

"Pay moi a Thac si ctia T25." Sean né nu cudi, "Please, cac anh c6 thé hanh dong nhanh mot chit khong, t6i va Hawkins ciing khong phéi siéu nhan!"
"Hai nguroi kién tri mot chit, t6i di tim mot vai thir!" Jill v3 vai Andrew, "Dé ¥ bon ho!"

Nhit thoi, ca thé gioi déu an tinh lai.

Chi ¢6 tiéng hit tho' dAy nhAn nai ctia Sean cing Hawkins.

Andrew cuoi khé, "Hai ngudi céc cau khién toi nghi dén chim canh cut Hoang dé."

Sean khong quay dau lai, "A, tai sao?"

"Chim cénh cut céi dé ra trimg, sau d6 phai ding chn d qua trimg d6 dén mu ban chén ctia chim cénh cut dur, sau d6 bt dau 4p trimg, Nhung néu
chi so sy mot chit thoi, qua trimg kin xu6ng khoi mu ban chén, tat ca déu xong roi!" Andrew nhin vé phia khuén mat nghiéng ctia Sean, trong dnh mat
bao ham thir cam xuc phite tap khong ai bict.

"Sao t0i chura bao & biét anh ciing xem phim phéng sy nhi?" Md héi in xudng doc theo thai durong Sean, theo hai mé chay t6i cim

Hawkins nhin thiy mbi Sean dang run run.

"Nhan nai, Sean. Chiig ta nht dinh song s6t." Trén méit Hawkins cling ngung tw md hoi, nhung dnh it y vén lubn trdm 6n, 4nh mit &y dimg lai trong
nit Sean, tya ho mai mai khong thay doi.

"Tim dwoc rdi, ching ta thir thir nay xem!" Jill mang theo mdt doan déy dién nho, nhay qua vach tudng d6, chay dén trude mit ba ngudi.
Anh ta By nhip va kéo, thuan thuc cit mé 16p nhyra boc ngoai nhirng soi ddy, sau d6 ndi hai day dan ngudn ciia qua bom lai.
"T6i nghil can phai cam on phong thi nghiém da rén ra cho anh duge mot doi xio thia! "' Sean thd ra mdt hoi.

Jill ctii dAu, khoe miéng mang theo mdt chit y cudi, chi tiéc & g6c dd d6 Sean khdng nhin tlﬁy, "T8t, hién tai chung ta chi can phan tich thiét bi camung
khoi kip nd."

Jill dwa hye cht ¥ trd lai qua bom, c4i nhip chdp dong, tira nhur con dao md trén tay mdt bac si phau thudt.

Sau do, "Lop bop" mdt tiéng, tiéng ho hip cing tiéng tim dap ciia moi ngudi dimg lai cing mot chd.

"Tha 1ong! Tha I6ng!" Jill that can than 16i mdt vat nho ra khoi ddng day dién, "Kip nd."

Sean gt gao nhin cham chim mén db nho xiu kia: "Chiing toi ¢6 thé budng tay .......... Dring khong?"

Ngay khi d6, Hawkins thu tay lai, sau d6 chim rai iy qua bom ra khoi ban tay Sean, "Biing vay, hét thay déu da xong."

Ban tay ctia Sean twa hd da ctmg lai & tur thé cii, Hawkins cam Ay nhitng ngén tay anh, chim ri gitp né tha 1ong, sau d6 6m Jy anh, "Khong c6 viée g,
Sean. Ching ta di ra ngoai."

Jill lic nhin bon ho mdt céi, mo ctra ra, 4nh sang chiéu vao 1amcho nguoi ta nhét thoi khong md duoc mit.

O vira quay dAu lai, anh nang trra dimg & trén dau vai Hawkins va Sean, bui nhiy miia xung quanh, Jill cam thdy mdt phit dy hinh énh dep dén mirc
choc mat anh dau.

Ma Andrew c6 chiit d@m chiéu nhin bon ho.
Bén ngudi luc tuc trd ra.

Negoai trir Andrew, ba ngudi con lai trén nguoi déu i md héi lanh.

Andrew di vé phia tiéu d6i ctia minh, n Sean thi con hudng sang phia anh ta vay vay tay: "Hey! Tin t6i di hémnay dang dé anh an mimg!"



"T6i khong con dam cing ciu udng bia nita!" Andrew nhich mdi cuoi.

"Tai sao?" Sean nhin vai, "Céc anh lai ¢4 nhiém vu bi mit?"

"Khong. Ngdy hom qua sau khi cau ubng say, cau da khién toi thue thurong tim!" Cu phia sau, Andrew noi rit nhe, chi ¢6 chinh anh ta nghe théy.
"Cai gl —" Sean mudn dén gin anh ta, lai bi Hawkins nim chit lai.

"Lén xe." Thanh am ctia y c¢é chit lanh nhu bang, cting véi cai 6m lic ndy do Am khac nhau mt trdi mdt vuc.

Sean lai nhin vé& phia Andrew, d6i phuong tho tay ra khoi cira kinh xe huéng anh vy vay, "Bye, Sean
minh!"

chiing t6i con phai di hoi hop voi tiéu doi cia

Ma Sean ba nguoi da co thé trd vé doanh dia .

"Hién tai mi 1 hai gics chidu, day | Jan du tién ching ta két thic cong viéc som nhur vy." Jill vira i xe vira cuoi ndi, "Ching ta chi ¢ lai chd kia c6 hon
mot gio dong ho thoi, vi sao t6i cam thay thoi gian troi qua da dai hon mdt the ky."

Sean vudt vudt canh tay minh, "Aha, nghe anh ndi nhur vay, t6i bdng cam thay minh da gia roi."

"M®6t lat nira nhét dinh phai mua ft bia vé chic mimg!" Jill hung phén bop coi giita con dudng véng tanh.

Sean udn u6n thit lung, "A, hom nay that sy qua mao hiém—— Hawkins, da bao gidr anh gip trurong hop nio phién toai hon thé nay chwa?"
Hi." Hawkins than nhién dép.

Sean c6 chit khong biét phai n6i gi m nhin dinh xe, Jill thd mot tay ra ddy anh, "Dimg bao gio mong nghe duge tir miéng Hawkins mot 1oi khién ciu thur
thai. Anh ta chi biét lanh nghiém miét choc thing sur chd mong ctia cau!"

A”

Trd vé, bon ho Ay phong Hawkins 1im dia diém mo ¢ chiic mirng, tuy ring durong sw d6i voi sur Iwa chon nay khong miy my mén.

Sean cing Jill mbi nguoi khiéng mot thing bia, dt 1én mit ban kim viée chinh t& ngiin néip.

Hawkins tra hd ciing khong mudn tham du, chi yén king ngdi ¢ trén girdng,

Sean ¢6 chiit thit vong nhin y: "Come on! Téi cting Jill con tinh im mdt tréin d4u bia! Phai dem tit ca chd bia nay uéng sach m6i dang choi!"
Jill true tiép némmdt chai cho Sean, "Quén di, dé anhta ngéi xem hai chung ta choi 1 dugc!"

N6i xong, Sean ciing cho anh ta mot tiéng cudi sang khodi, hai nguoi xoc chai bia that manh, sau d6 mo nip, bot bia ién phun trao.

"A, Sean

“tlﬁng nhéc” clia cu tua hd phun khong xa b?mg cua toi!" Jill vung chai bia én, bot bia lip tirc phun wdt 40 so' mi ctia Sean.

"T6i cho anh biét thé nao moi goi I hing hail" Sean iy tay dé miéng chai, xdc chai that manh mdt hoi, sau d6 budng long tay, huéng mi¢ng chai vé phia
Jill bat manh, mat mii Jill ]ap tirc tran ngap bot bia, "Ha ha —— anh bj t6i ‘phan ban™* a!" (* Mot “thudt ngit’, chi viéc ma ai - ciing - biét - 14 - gi - ddy,
ta khong dich ra nira! == Sean, dai miéng rdi cung)

Jill con dang thire phan hin vuét bot bia bam dé?ly trén toc, Sean cam thiy minh bi ngudi tim Ay phia sau g, ngd ngdi trén mép girdng, ¢b tay bi bop
chat lai, nghiéng dau di, anh bat gap mdt d6i mat uat gian.

"Céu dang lam cai gil" Thanh &m cta y bidé xubng cue tram, dudng nhur ciing dé ning 1én day thin kinh ctia ngudi nghe, khién tréi tim ngudi ta ciing
tram xuong.

Sean git c0 tay ra, dbi phwrong lai tim chit khong chit sirt mé.

"Cé vin d& gi dau, day chi i noi gion thoil" Sean nhiu miy, ¢ chut bit déic di nhin vé phia Jill dang 16i 40 1én lau mit, "Anh dé y viéc ti vira ndi dia
sao?"

"A........." Jil iéc cai coi thong, "Toi qué that khong ngai ciu ding bia * nhan ban * ti. Hawkins, hom nay ching ta tim duoc dudng song trong chd
cheét, chang € khong nén thoai mai chic mirng mdt chiit sao?"'

Ban tay Hawkins van khong budng, ngon tay y dan vao khe hd giita nhitng ngon tay Sean.

Tam tinh von ¢6 chit hon gién ctia Sean dan dan binh phyc lai, anh nhin vé& phia Hawkins, i ny cuoi: "Hawkins, cing nhau udng chit bia dil Bia B thir
thure ¢6 the 1am cho tam tinh ngudi ta sung sudng!"

"Pdi toi ma n6i thi khong phai." Hawkins 16t cuc roi khoi céi girdng ciia y, nhic mdt chai bia, g5 manh phan ndp chai én canh ban. Ngudi thuong m



dong tac d6 gy cam gidc hao sang khoan khodi, ma Hawkins lim lai c6 vé ndi liém ma tao nha.

Jill nhudng may v6i Sean, bon ho timg thdm ban luan véi nhau, néu c6 thé qua chén Hawkins, sau do chup anh ghi lai nhit dinh hoi rit c6 y nghia.

"Ha! Chiing ta d4u di! Xemai c6 thé bing tdc do nhanh nhét ubng xong mdt chai bia, ngurdi thing ¢6 thé yéu cau ngudi thua lam mot vie!" Jill d& nghi
"T6t!" Sean mé mdt chai bia khac, "Hawkins! Anh ciing phéi tham gia!"

Hawkins khong néi 16i ndo, Jill ciing chi khé nhin vai. Sau d6 Sean cting Jill nhin nhau, ciing dap tay xudng ban rdi lp tirc ngira 6 tmg uc udng.

Vong thir nhét Sean thing, yéu cau ciing khong qua dang, anh mudn Jill coi quan dai, niic quan 16t bay ra tur thé khoe co bép, Jill cudi, im theo.

Sean con ¢ ¥ di sét lai, ti mi quan st co bap nira ngwoi dudi cta Jill, thdm chi rit chén thinh m noi: "Ai n6i ngudi ngdi trong phong nghién ciru khong
Jill khéng thé khong bat cuoi gio tay de d4u Sean: "Cau con ﬁép tuc dua vao.......... Néu “th;"mg nho” ctia t6i ding Ién, cAn than toi thit sy ‘nhan ban®
caual!"

Sean cudi cudi, i vé phia sau, sau d6 Jill tht sy bay ra tu thé khoe co bip.

"Phéc.......... Ha ha ha!" Sean ngii ngdi & trén girdng ctia Hawkins, dap tay Ién dém, pha 1én cudi.
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Ngdi & bén canh ban, Hawkins ndm chit chai bia, khép ngon tay tring béch.

Dot thir hai, Sean lai thing,

"Hic hic, c6 c6!" Sean suy nghi trong chdc 1t cudi cling nghi ra minh mudn g, "Xem qua Titanic roi di?"

"Xem qua." Jill nhich nhich khée miéng, chi mong Sean dimg nghii ra chi ¥ gi khién ngudi cudi sac sua.

"Anh c6i 40, niim theo tur thé ctia Rose di! Toi diic biét cho phép anh git lai quén 16t!" Sean tim di dong ctia minh ra, "T6i phai chup anh hru niém!"
"Sean, dbi cai khéc di! Toi c6 thé ci tran chay bo.......... " Jill guc dAu xudng, anh ta khong nghi minh lai thua 1ién hai van.

"Hic héc! Toi da rat né tinh, bang khong anh chi co thé di bit tat ma thoi, dii sao ciing s& khong vao khung anh!" Sean cang nghi cang cam thdy minh
chinh 14 thién tai

Jill ﬁép tuc ai oan, "Toi céi nim trén mat dit cho cau chyp cling duoc, cai gi Rose bd qua di.........

"Khéng duoc." Sean cudi xdu xa, anh nhd t6i trude kia khi anh cing Jill im trong mot phong nghién ctru, budi ti nguoi nay ngay ngi khién anh thirc
trang mot dém dau!

Hawkins nhin thiy d6i mét Sean cong thanh mot hinh tréing non, khong khoi ¢ chit xuat thin.

"Jill! Chaing phéi i bat chudc mot ci tur thé thoi, nhanh lén! Cing Bim thi 1t nita néu thua t6i cing ndm kiéu Rose cho anh chup!"

"That!?" Mit Jill sang 1én, néu thit c6 thé chyp anh Sean nhur vy, xemra anh ta ciing khong tinh thiét thoi!

Sean nhéch miéng: "Nam mo, t6i s& thua dugc sao? Nhanh 1én nhanh 1én, 1 mé 18 mé nhur dan ba, anh nghi minh dung thét 1 Rose hay sao!"

Jill bat déc di coi do, 1 ra co thé rdn chéc, nhung khong thé phii nhan, phén xwong quai xanh ciia Jill rét goi cam, khién ngudi ta ddy 1én duc vong mubn
nhin khong chuyén nit!

Sean c6 chit d6 ky , anh nhé t6i trrde kia im Vincent anh khong hé ¢6 durge déng ngudi nhur vy, tén Jill ndy con timg cudi nhao anh, ndi céi gi
"Vincent, cho cau qua tudi 35, cau s€ ¢6 bung bia, 40 tudi s& hoi dau, 50 tudi s& cé doi moi".

"Hey, chén co lén mot chit, tay chdng dAu tay chdng du a!" Qua méan anh di dong nhin thiy khudn niit khong tinh nguyén ca Jill, trong long Sean vui
dénnd hoa.
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"Vé mit dimng c6 ctmg ngic nhu vay!"

Sean choi dila dang dén hdi cao hitng, m bén canh anh, Hawkins ning né dit chai bia rdng Ién it ban.

Jill mim cudi nhe nhang, nhin v& phia Sean.

Trong mit nhay m¥it, khudn nt Jill tran ngap mdt vé hép dan vo han, man mg dam vao trai tim Sean, ngon tay anh do ra, quén ca nhn nit.
Jill kh& nghiéng dau: "Cau chyp hay khong day?"

Sean nubt nurdc miéng, yét hau anh kh tron truot, khong tranh khoi con mét Hawkins.

"Théi.......... Quén di, khong chup!" Sean bo dién thoai di dong vao lai trong tiii quin.

"Khéng chup thi thoi, bat qua It nita néu cau bi thua, t6i nhit dinh s& bét cu nim kiéu ndy dé chup hinh lru niém."

Sean gio' gio cam, "Toi ¢6 thé sim vai Jack!"

Jill tra hd khong hé dé y dén minh chi con lai mbi cai quéan 16t trén ngudi, than nhién ngdi xubng bén ban, "Bat dau di! Vén tiép theo!"
C6 & Ia thua lién tiép hai ot khién Jill quyét tAm déang trao, théing duroc van thir ba.

"Ha ha!" Jill “4m hiémi” nhin Sean, "Coi quén 4o di, Rose!"

Sean cudi, "Jill than yéu, anh phai biét ring coi quan dai, coi 4o cong thém sim vai Rose 1 ba yéu cau, t6i s& chi d4p tmg yéu cau cdi quin dai, hai yéu
cau phia sau t6i khong dap ung!"

Jill nhiu may, "Ttr tir! Vira r6i t6i da coi 4o sam vai Rose!"

"Bing vay, t6i ciing khong nghi t6i anh nhanh tay nhanh chan dén nhur viy!" Sean ding 4nh mét v i nhin vé phia anh ta, vé kinh ngac ctia Jill khién anh
sang khoai vo han, "Brother! Toi s& thuc hi¢n 101 hita cua minh!"

N6i xong, Sean kéo khoa quén, quéan roi xudng, hai chan thon dai thang tap 10 ra trude mit khién trén khudn nat Jill xuat hién vé nghién ngim.
Ma van luén bi bon ho xem nhe ndy gid, Hawkins tya dhu vao miéng chai bia, anh it v& lai tirng cm trén dudng cong clia cap chan Sean.
"You are really beautiful, Sean." Jill kh& nang chai bia, biéu dat sy thanh tAm ca NgoiL.

"Beautiful chi ding dé hinh dung phu ni va kim cwong!" Sean cam gidc c6 ngudi nhin anh, anh mét néng ryc tyra hd dét chay tat ca hoi bia & trong
phong, "Tiép tuc tai chien!"

Nhung Sean thit khong ngd minh lai thua nira.
N Khong thé tin ndi.......... Jill, anh khéng choi gian lan ddy chir?"
"Cau moi gian lan!" Jill ngdi trén ghé, déng vé d sin sang thuong thire, "Céi 4o di! Rose!"

Sean hir mot tiéng, khang khai x6c 40 Ién, kéo qua dau, quing Ién san. "Anh xem toi drt khoét bao nhiéu! Khong giéng anh wira niy, nhéin nhan nho
nho!"

Hai vat nho phén hong nho cao trude nguc phip phdng theo ting hoi ho hép, co bip sin chéic rd rang nhung khong hé tho 16, khi anh nghiéng mit di, ¢b
kéo thanh mdt duong cong uyén chuyén khién ngurdi khac quyen luyen.

Anh miit Hawkins cang thém am trdm, ban tay mit tur nhién 4n xudng bd phén ndo d6 da bt dau ruc rich phia dudi chiée quan quan phuc.

"Nhin cho 13! Co thé ciia t6i con cudng trang hon anh!" Sean ¢6 chut déc ¥, khi con lam Vincent anh khong thing dugc Jill, nhung hién tai anh hoan toan
cO tur tin.

Tiru hrong ciia Jill ciing khong qua cao, bon, nam chai trdng rong da i cuc han. Anh ta hip i, lc Fic dau, Pén gin mot chi.......... T61 khong nhin

0.
"Nhin khong 3 di deo kinh a!" Sean budn cudi ddy nhe anh ta, khong ngd Jill nga that.
Anh ta lung lay ngi vio d6ng vo chai trén ban, sau d6 lién gdi dau lén tay, khong dong day.

"Khéng thé ndo, anh ung kém dén nhu vay?" Sean nic mot cai, lién mo cira di ra ngoai.



Ubng nhiéu nurée, tur nhién phai tim chd giai quyét.

Toilet cling nha tim ciia quén doanh i cong cong

Sean giai quyét “tim su” x0ng, lién chéng turdng non oe, ndn oe xong, tat nhién 1 thur thai rat nhidu.
M& voi nurde, himg nurde tap 1én mit, ddu von c6 chit quay cudng ciing tinh tdo hin lén.

C6 nguoi tir phia sau chdm rii 6m Ay anh.

Lic nay Sean thac phic cta Jill, chi méc mdt cai quéan 16t, nhung anh ¢6 thé cam nhén duoc dbi phurong méc quan dai, ma & diing quan, cai bd phéin co
kich thudc kinh ngurdi kia dang cach hai 1an vai co xat khe mong anh.

Khi Sean nhin thiy d6i tay thon dai chim rdi theo bung minh trdi xubng qua guong, anh d biét than phén ctia dbi phurong,
"Noindy Ia toilet.......... " Sean c6 chiit khong biét phéi ndi gi, mudn vin mo tay ctia d6i phirong, thé nhung Hawkins da bét du duyén hon hrng anh,
M3&i mdt chiéc hon déu thue ding stre, tira hd phai hap xudt huyét.

Dy camnay lam cho Sean c6 chiit sg hii, tir d¢ manh yéu ctia nhitng cai hon, anh biét néu hom nay anh thure sy cting Hawkins phat sinh......... , n61
khong chirng anh s& bi y lam dén chét.

"Hawkins, anh ¢6 thé budng toi ra khong? Tur thé niy khong thoai mai." Sean hit mt hoi, mudn thira dip Hawkins budng tay s& chay nhanh vé phong
minh.

Qué nhién, Hawkins budng 1ong ra, co hd ngay tai mot gidly d6, Sean chay voi di ra ngoai.

Hawkins tim ldy anh, Sean quay nguoi khong ché canh tay déi phurong muén dé y 1én bon rira mit, nhung udng bia vao rdi su can bang ciia than thé
khong vitng nhu cii, Sean nguge lai bi Hawkins ghim chét hai tay.

"Budng!" Sean gidly dua, vai anh bj y bé rét dau! Hon nita anh mot chit ciing khong muén cing Hawkins ¢ trong WC lam loai chuyén nay, diéu d6 khién
anh cam thay minh giong nhu k¥ nit ré mat, & bat ctr chd nao déu c6 thé mo hai chan ra mic ngudi xAm pham

Hawkins 16i thing anh vao bén trong,

M6t nguoi linh tim rira xong di ra, nhin thdy ho: "Ha ha, kiém ché chut dit"

Hawkins chi n6i mdt cau: "Cau ta sac mii rugu con khong chiu timria.”

Sean ca gian ndi: "Ai me nd khong chiu tim rira!"

"Vay di tim." Hawkins mot tay 16i Sean ném vao gian tim rira phia trong cling, khién hrng anh danh vao vach tudng, sau d6 ngi ngdi trén mt dat.
Sean nhéch miéng, mudn tr dimg lén.

Hawkins Iuru loat mo ra voi phun, dong nude 20 4o ha xudng,

Sean nghiém nit, dua tay lau nurée chay dy trén mt.

Hoi thé cua Hawkin§ ¢6 chit trémtrong, ctng thanh 4m ctia nuée chay tron 1an lai, khién Sean khong khoi nudt khan. Ma déi phwong & trude mit anh,
cdi a0, kéo khda quan, cai by phan himg trang kia strng sting rd rang,

"T6i cho anh lam mot Ian, khong c6 nghiia 1 t6i s& cho anh am Ian thir hai!" Sean twong tuwong dén chuyén nay con c6 chit ty khuét.

C6 1& anh thyc syr ¢6 Chit........ thich Hawkins, nhung n6i thét ra, mudn anh * kinh dang > ban thén, anh thit s khong tinh nguyén, néu khong vi nghii dén
ve sau khdng con duge gip tén hon dan nay, anh sao cd thé giong d6 ngdc chui dau vao luoi?

Hawkins quy mdt chan, ngdi xudng trurdc mét Sean, dua tay ra vudt ve hai ma va ¢d anh.

Dong nurée khién hai ngudi déu wét siing, tim mit mong lung chi ¢é thé nhin 16 hinh déng ctia nhau, khong 16 mt.

Hawkins viron ngudi vé phia trude, “giam gitr” Ay mdi Sean, say mé ma hon.

Sean hoi thiing ngudi ddy, dang tiéc chan trrot di trén sang nha, bi d6i phuong 4n tré vé chd cil

Péu bi ¢ dinh vao gdc giao nhau ctia hai birc turong, anh thim chi vung tay danh vio bung ddi phwong, Hawkins chi hoi chén dong, can ban khong dinh



budng tay.
Dong murde chay vao miii Sean, anh khong biét Ay khi e tir dau t6i, ddy bat Hawkins ra.
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Ho siic sua mot hdi, cubi cing Sean ciing chdng trdng dimg day, mudn ddy y ra dé roi khoi, nhung lai bi y tim lai.
Gian bén canh duong nhu ¢6 ngudi di vao sir dung, tiéng nurée bt dau vang lén.

Trong gidy lat phén than, Sean da biy d¢ lai trén twong, Hawkins cir viy ma ning chan anh Ién. Sean mo to niit nhin y, ma Hawkins ciing ngéng d4u nhin
anh.

"Pé 6i di vao."

Sean dwrong nhién hiéu duoc cai goi ki "Divao" ¢o v gl

Anh thé dai, tinh cach ctia Hawkins ra sao anh rt 1o, khong dat duoc y s& khong tir bo y do.

Sean ngira dau tyra 1én turong, nhim it lai.

Duéi tac dung ctia men bia, tit ca Iy tri déu roi khoi anh.

Su xam chiém ctia Hawkins rét ménh liét lai khong thé ngin can, Sean danh phai tir khuyén ban than minh tha Iong thé hoi.
Hawkins khong roi khoi than thé anh, chi git gao 6m chét, ho hp ciia hai ngudi dén dap phéa vao nhau.

Gian bén canh, tiéng nude chay da dimg lai, manh che duoc kéo ra, anh ching “hang x6m'” huyt séo roi khoi.

Sean tura bén tai Hawkins, vo cing nghiém tic n6i: "Lan sau dimg nhu vay nira."

Nhung ngay trong nhéy mit do, thir “vét the” meém nhiin con & lai bén trong co thé Sean i banh trudng kén, 1an thi hai banh mo diing dao déng thuong
vira trai qua dau kho.

Sean nhdm mt lai, thip giong méng: "A! Fuck!"
Ma Hawkins lai m6 hai chin anh ra, than thé d6 v& phia trude, khong biét mét moi hon Ién mdi Sean.

Sean bét déc' ditya dAu Ién tudng, anh 1t cuc hidu dugc, rit nhidu chuyén khong thé 1am du chi mdt 1An, boi vi im 1An dAu tién s& ¢6 1n thir hai, thi ba
.......... ctr the khong dut.

Cudi cling, Sean Ic hr dtmg Ién, ctii xudng nhiit quan 16t méic vao, md manh che loang choang di ra ngoai. Hawkins di theo phia sau anh.

Hai ngudi tich tap tich tap w6t ruot mt duong vé toi phong clia Hawkins.

Jill vin con ghé 1én ban ngii hon thién 4m dia, Sean di dén, nhat quin 4o ctia minh én.

Hawkins tim khén nit, tir phia sau 6m Ay Sean, mu6n gip anh lau kho téc, nhung Sean khong dé y gitip, xa lay khén nit tir tay y, tur minh lau,

Phia sau sung Ién dau d6n, Sean thim tinh toan sang ngy mai con c6 cong viée, hién tai phai nhanh trd vé ngi, bang khong ngay mai s& chi cang kho
chiu.

Sean ding cim ¥ béo Jill, "Nhé dura anh ta trd vé."

N6i xong, anh lién huéng ra phia ctra m di.
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Hawkins 1én tiéng; "Cau tirc gidn sao Sean?"
"Puong nhién! Séng mai ching ta van phai lm viée!" Sean n6i xong lién dem cira d6ng lai “phanh” mot tiéng,

Trd lai phong minh, Sean tim mdt it thudc gidm s6t, anh chéic chén s& khong di tim Lewis dé xem loai vét thurong nity. M vo con nhong, Hy bot thube
hoa tan, sat vao noi bi thuong, Sean trd vé nam Ién giudng,

Anh thyuc su rit mét, khong bao lau lién ngu say.
Ngay hom sau, Sean khong doi Jill 1én xe lién yén vi tai vi tri pho Iai.
"Pém qua t6i ung say." Jill nhin Sean, ra vé "Cau dam dé cho toi i xe?".

"Hom nay t6i ¢ khuynh hudng tr sét, sau khi hoan thanh cng viée con mudn di gip Tién siGrey ." Sean dwa vao cira kinh xe, ciing ra vé "Anh dam dé
t01 lai xe sao?".

"BDugc 1di......... " Jill thr dai, ngdi vao ghé Ii, "Néu cé mdt ngiy cau that st sat thin vong, t6i s& nhd mua hoa clic ting cau."

Lic nay, Hawkins ciing da di toi.

Xe chay ra khoi quan doanh, hém nay c6 thé xem nhur mdt ngity kha yén binh, hoang hon budng xudng, bon ho vé tdi quan doanh.

Ma Andrew lai dang & trong ga ra chd ho.

Jill curdi néi: "Sao toi cémth?iy b6 doi déc chung dén Baghdad dac biét thanh nhan a!"

"Nhung mt khi ching ti ban biu, n6i khong chimg khong thé trd vé nita." Andrew cudi nhin vé phia Sean, "Hom nay ¢6 tran ddu bowling, dén khong?"

Sean tuy mubn yén lanh ma nghi ngoi mot chit, nhung nhé t6i ngdy hém qua sau khi tim duoc duong sdng trong chd chét cing Andrew chic mimg, vi
the lién nhan 101, duong nhién anh cling quay dau lai nhin Hawkins cting Jill: "Céc anh nuon ctiing dén lam mdt van khong?"

"Tot."

"Buge."

Sean sirng sot, hai ngudi kia nhdn 1i that sang khodi a.

"Co didu, trude tién hily dén nha in dién no roi bung rdi ndi sau?" Sean nhin vé phia Andrew, d6i phurong 6m tron vai anh di vé phia trudc.
"Khéng sao ca, ching t6i da chuan bj hotdog va thit nuéng! Ching ta vira &n vira choi!" Andrew vay vay tay v6i hai nguoi di sau.

bi dén ky tic xa ctia Andrew, trén it dht da xép dﬁy v0 bia, trén bac tam cﬁp bay cac loai thirc an.

Do vién ctia anh ta co nam ngudi, moi ngudi cudi chao hoi im quen, sau d6 tién hinh phan t6, ba ngudi mot 6.

Choi bai, bong 16, xem AV 1 hoat dong gii tri thong thirdng, durong nhién con ¢6 bowling bang vo bia, trdn dAu con chua bt dau, ciing da co khong it
binh linh dtmg & mdt bén vay xem , thdm chi con c6 ngudi lai véc ra méy tuong bia, ndi néu bon ho toan bo tap hét, noi nay con ¢6 vo chai b sung

Sean liy mdt ciéc hotdog, vira an vira n6i voi Jill va Hawkins: "Hai nguoi cac anh choi bowling thé nao?"

"C6 thé ddi thanh tennis khong?" Jill budn curdi noi.

Hawkins khong n6i mit cau, thyre lwe ctia tén nay ngudi khac chi cd thé biét khi y bét du tran dau.

Chai bia bi sép hang thanh ba di hinh tam gidc, mdi mdt doi déu c6 mot qua béng rd, ho ding nd dé lam bowling

Andrew huéng vé phia Sean nhiu may, "EOD! Céc cau can than mdt chit, néu dimg chot s& phai cdi sach chay vong quanh quan doanh mot vong !"
Sean tho dai mot hoi, that i khong c6 y tuong gi moi me.

Andrew dimg i chiu sdo, mdt qua némra danh ngi 100%, moi ngudi déu 6 1én c6 vil.

Bong 1o khong thé so v6i qua bowling that, n6 khong c6 do ning quen thudc, sau khi ddy ra né ciing khong thé lin xa nhur qua cau thét, hon nita cing
khong thé lamra d§ va cham manh nhur that.

Cho nén c6 thé thiy duoc Andrew 14 cao thi choi bia bowling

Sau do, mot t6 khéc ciing chi im dd ba cai chai ma thoi.



Pén phién to Sean, Jill s sd du: "Bt cir ai trong S(A')‘hai nguoi Ién trude d&u duoc, hi vong c6 thé dat duoc strike*, hom qua t6i da phai coi sach, hom
nay lai coi s€ khongco gi ........ kich thich." (* Mot cau danh ng hét cac chai)

Andrew hiréng bon ho huyt sao ra hi€u, Sean hoat dong cac ngén tay, "T6i trude dil"

Vi thé ho lién xem Sean khom ngudi ngdi xudng, cAm bong 16, ba vai ding sirc, bong ré lin di ra ngoai, dem dng vo chai d4nh ng hang loat, chi con lai
hai chai mot phai mit trai.

"A, shit!" Nhu vay it nhat con phai danh hai cau m6i c6 thé dem sb chai con lai danh ng.
May thay t6 vién ctia Andrew ciing khong “than” nhur anh ta, hai qua con lai ciing khéng méy thuan loi.
R&t cuc dén phién Hawkins, Jill twa hd tir biét minh biét nguod, cao giong hét: "Hawkins! Tét ca hy vong vao anh!"

Hawkins mjt cau quing di, thé nhung ciing dat strike, cong thém mdt ci spare™ cua Sean, cho du sau d6 Jill frame open™** thi ho cling s& khong dén ndi
dung chot. (* dung hai lrot ném dé danh ng toan bd; **sau 2 lan ném van con chai)

C6 diéu theo thanh 4m ¢4 vil cang ngay cang vang doi, khong khi tran du bat dau tré nén c6 chit thay doi.

Andrew ciing Hawkins nghiém tiic mdt cach la thurong, cho dii ngay trude choi bong rd Hawkins ciing khong nghiém tic dén nhu thé.

Cho dit Hawkins ciing Andrew c6 thé noi ching phan biét dugc hon thua, nhung Jill that su rét kém coi, cudi cling t6 ctia Hawkins bai boi Andrew.
May ma con ¢ mot t6 khac kém may mén hon ho, bang khong Jill lién tuc hai t6i bi ngudi ép coi quin 4o, hén anh ta s& dién lén mt.

Sean dira cho Hawkins binh mréc khoéng, ¢6 chit budn cudi ndi: "Ngoai trir do bom, thét ding 1 chura timg thdy anh lam viéc gi nghiém tic dén nhw
Véy.”

Hawkins nhdn binh nu6c, ngira du ubng tmg uc.

Liic ndy, ¢6 ngudi chen én trude, kéu mot tiéng: "Howard! Lau khong gip!"

M6t nguoi dan ong ngodi ba muroi tudi di vé phia bon ho, mang theo ny cudi vui sudng,

Ma Hawkins ciing di sang phia anh ta, cting ngudi kia giang tay 6m, "Da 1au khong thiy, Strong!"

Neudi dan 6ng tén Strong ciing huéng vé phia Andrew on giong goi: "Hey, Andrew —— t6i ciing dugc diéu dén day !"
Andrew thanh thét chao héi, tura hd vo cung kinh trong Strong;: "Hi, sir!"

"Khong can khudn phép nhur vay! Sém biét cac cau choi bia bowling ti cling mudn gia nhap!" Strong v0 vb vai Andrew, cudi cling 4nh niit anh ta dimg
lai trén ngudi Sean.

Anh it anh ta thire chuyén chi, sau thim, tyra hd nhin thdy mot thir gi d6 vo ciing t6t dep ma xa x6i, ban tay anh ta vO vai Hawkins, nhung anh miéit
khong roi khoi Sean: "Cau ta [a ai vay?"

Khong doi Hawkins tra 104, Sean lién tién Ién bét tay anh ta: "Hi, sir! Toi | Sean Elvis, thanh vién trong t6 ctia Hawkins." Néu Andrew goi d6i phuong I
* Sir *, nhur vay quan ham ctia nguoi nay nhat dinh cao hon anh rat nhiéu.

Strong ndm Iy tay Sean, chim rai thu i&m vé hoai niém: "Hi, ti cling don vi véi Andrew, Daniel Strong, cau c6 thé goi t6i i Danni hodic Strong, xung
ho ‘Sir’ that sy khong can.”

"Vay Strong, t6i ¢6 thé hoi mdt chiit vi sao vira thiy i ngai duong nhur rét kinh ngac?"
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"Boi Vi........ Cau rit giéng mot chién hitu da qua doi clia t61." Strong nghiéng dAu, nu cudi mim thodng 16 vé dau throng,

"Rét xin 151, 16i khong nghi.........." S ra di ctia ngudi ddng doi timg ké vai chién ddu 1 chuyén dau don nhét déi véi mbi ngudi linh, Sean bi rdi nhén ra
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minh d4 v tinh dung vao vét thurong 1ong ctia d6i phurong,

"Khong khong, c6 thé gip mot ngudi thue giong véi anh ta khién 0i rit vui v&." Strong d4m nhe vao Hawkins, "Hawkins, thiy cdu va Sean dimg bén
canhnhau.......... Toi thye sy ¢6 loai cam giac thoi gian da bi dao nguge, giong nhur trude day cau va White.......... "

Sean chi1 y t6i vé mit ciia Hawkins, sur chuyén cha khi choi bowling va vé vui mimg khi gip ngudi quen cii déu da bi mit ve trdm nic thay thé, "Th
gian khong bao gid trd lai." 'Y nhe giong ndi, thanh 4m theo trong khong khi Fing lai & trong 1ong da c6 mdt loai trim trong khon ké.

Tuy rang Sean ciing khong mudn biét ngudi chién hiru da mét cta Strong I ai, nhung khi thiy nguoi dy co thé Kkhién mot ké troi sap khong chop miét nhur
Hawkins cting 10 ra thai d¢ nhu vay, anh bong nghi, ngudi t€n “White’ d6 liéu c6 phai 1a ngurdi anh ho da mat cua Hawkins hay khong?

Nhung anh chi ty héi nhur vay, s& khong di hoi.
Cho di nhin anh ¢6 tuong tyr ai di ching nita, trén thé giéi nay s& khong bao gid c6 hai ngudi hoan toan giong hét nhau.

Andrew I6n tiéng: "Hién tai trdn dauda xong, nhom ctia Klose da phai khoa than chay quanh quan doanh, ching ta cling phai quét don cai ddng thiy tinh
nay, bang khong ddi tuan tra dém s€ gict chiing ta!"

Sean nhin dong hd, da 10h t5i, "Buroc rdi duoc rdi! Ciing nén don dep 16i vé ngi! Téi ciing khong hi vong ngay mai mo mang gidm Ién dia 16i."
Strong to vé ¢6 bi: "Khong biét t6i c6 thé muron Hawkins mdt lic khong, da lau ching toi chura tAmsy.......... "

Sean phét phét tay, sau d6 liéc m¥it ra hiéu cho Jill: "Dan anh ta di thoi, trdn dau da chim dit, anh ta con c6 cai tic dung gi nita sao?"
Hawkins bi Strong mang di, Sean va cac dong doi hru lai quét tudc chién truong,

Andrew déy xe rac dén, Jill cling vai ngudi khdc dem nhimg vo chai con lnh kn bo vao trong tiii bong, dura tra nha an.

Sean ciing Andrew quét don nhing ménh thity tinh v& trén it dAt, rit nhitng ménh gim sau Ién, hit vao xe rac.

"Wé sau khong thé lai choi c4i trd ndy, don dep so vai i choi con mét!" Sean Fic Fic dAu, 1 vé phia sau, bdng nhién gim phai mot chiéc hotdog roi trén
mét dét, truot nga nhio.

Tuy anh da nhanh tay ding xéng cim xudng dit d& Ky than thé, nhung trong tim khong vimg, van bj nghiéng db xubng,

Andrew chay dén mudn d& anh, lai chim mot bude.

Pé khong ngii nhao vao trong ddng thity tinh méi gom, Sean Ry tay trai chéng xudng dét, nhung hiu qua ciing c6 thé tuong twong

"Sean ——" Andrew v0i va kéo anh lai.

Sean cau chat Iong may, nhic ban tay dua dén trude mat, cit va thily tinh gim vao trong thit, mau da chay ra.

Trong nhay mit 4y, toan bo dau dén ma Sean phai chiu, dudng nhur déu dam vao trai tim Andrew.

"Troi a, ngiy mai toi con phai cam sing." Sean Iy tay phai vo dau.

"Bay gity khong phai 14 lic dé cau nghi dén chuyén ngiy mai phai kim gi!" Khu6n mit uon luén khinh khinh dia cot clia Andrew da 16 ra vé dau long,
"Puge rdi, khong nghi dén chuyén cam siing." Sean muén khoc, "Chuyén nay nbi cho ching ta biét, vé& sau khong thé tiy tién ném hotdog xudng dat."
Andrew thé dai: "T6i khong mudn nghe nhig 10i diia gion ngu xudn ndy ciia cau nita, di dén phong y t&."

"Vay dng thiy tinh ndy im sao bay gio? Dém nay doi tang thiét gidp s& tun tra, t6i quen bon ho.......... "

"Pugc 1di duge rdil" Andrew bat déc kéo xe rac dé 1én ddng thily tinh, "Néu dén thé nay ma bon ho con giim tring duroc, t6i ciing khong ¢6 cach nao!
Cho cdu di xem vét thirong xong, t6i s€ tro lai quét don sach s& noi nay duoc khong?"

"Vay con tam duoc." Sean n6i xong da bi Andrew phat vao dau.

Pi dén trude cira phong kham, ho chot nghe bén trong truyén ra 4m thanh ctia AV.

Sean budn cudi vo v cira: "Lewis —— thoi gian xem phim da chim dut, anh phéi cong tac!"

"Oh, shit!" Cira md, khudn mit cau kinh ctia Lewis hién ra, "Thiéu chit nita t6i da coi quﬁn tw sudng!"

"C6 18 ban tay niy cta ti c6 thé gip anh." Sean gio tay trai.



Andrew tya hd khong nuép dé bon ho tiép tuc cudc dbi thoai vo nghia nay: (giéng ai thé khong biét ==) "Béc si, gitip ching toi xir Iy vét thuong di,
ngay mai cau ta con phai tiép tuc nhiém vy."

Lewis ra hiéu cho ho vao, mo tiz thubc Ky thude sét tring, bang gac va nhip.
TV chura tit, ngudi phu nit trong man anh van dang i i nha nha.........

Ban tay Sean It ngira truéc mét Lewis, anh ta Ay manh vun thiy tinh ra khoi long ban tay anh, sau d6 ding bong c6 thude sat tring sat 1én miéng vét
thuong,

Dung dich 6-xy gia tién vao miéng vét thuong giy dau don khién Sean khé run Ién, Andrew gio tay ra 6m heng anh, chiim chii nhin miéng vét thuong,

"Ha, liic ndy toi rat mudn biét néu Hawkins thiy durge mdt man nhur thé s& c6 phan tmg gi." Lewis cho Sean bdi thubc chong nhiém khuan, sau d6 Ry
bang gac cham rdi quan kén.

"Mt mén ndo?" C6 ddi khi Sean cam thay Lewis thuc ky quai.
"Khi c4u bj nhitng ngudi khac quan tim mot cach ‘c6 v dd”." Lewis cuoi, thu thip dung cu.
"Trén thé gidi nay ciing chi c6 Hawkins quan tim Sean thoi sao?" Andrew cudi nhin vé phia Lewis.

"Puong nhién khong, t0i hoan nghénh tAt ca moi nguroi dén quan tim Sean." Ngon tay Lewis lac hr trong khong khi, "Sau d6 Hawkins s€ cang ngay cang
khong thodi mai, thé giéi ndy s& cang ngaty cang loan, lim nguoi dimg xem, t0i s& cam thiy rat thi vi."

"Vay cit dé cho héin khong thoai méi di." Andrew nghiéng dau, c¢6 chit khiéu khich.
Sean bong nhién nhd t6i lic minh roi khoi bo doi dic ching, Andrew timg dén chao anh.
Nu hon trén thai dwong kia, B ny hon tir gid, cling | mot loai tur kim ché cam xiic.

Sean duong nhién biét Andrew mang theo tinh cam vrot qua tinh ddng doi bang hiru véi minh, néu anh ta biét duoc quan hé ctia anh cing Hawkins, chi
so'moi chuyén s€ cang ngay cang loan.

Hin thyc tn trong Andrew. Bdi vi khi Vincent séng lai thnh Sean, Andrew da cho anh sy tro gitip dé anh thich tmg vi théin phén nity ma khong mot ai
khac ¢o thé lam duoc.

"Pi thoi, Andrew." Sean cudi dimg déy, "Ching ta khong thé tiép tuc quy ry bac si Lewis thudng thirc dién anh."
"Liic ndy cac ngudi m6i nhé ra da quiy rdy ta ? Shit! DVD déu sip chay xong rdi!" Lewis di vao phong trong.

"Anh c6 thé previous!" Andrew hudng vé phia anh ta hd mot tiéng.

"Phim previous trén dau méay DVD ciia t6i d& bi nhan nhiéu qué, khong nhay!" Thanh 4m 4o ndo ctia Lewis truyén dén.

V& dén phong minh, Sean xoay nguoi dua vao khung cira, gt dau véi Andrew: "Tot i, t6i d t6i noi roi. Anh da hoan thanh nhiém vu ctia mdt ky si
diiing cam, hd tong t6i vé deén toa thanh."

Andrew dimg ¢ bac thang phia dudi, thap hon Sean mjt chit, anh ta ngira dau nhin vio mét Sean.

"Trén thue t& t6i ciing khong tinh nguyén laim mot g ky si O trong truyén ¢ tich, ky si thudng thuong chico thé’ bao ho cong chia, ma 6 thé sanh vai
cung cong chuia vinh vien 1a Hoang tr." Trong bi€u tinh ctia Andrew, vé thanh thyc cting sy cam tinh hoa lan, khién cho ngwoi ta nhin muon da mat si me.

"Pang mimg 1, t6i khong phai 1 cong chiia." Sean dimg tay phéi vo v vai Andrew, "Ngil ngon, ngudi anh em."

Trong nhéay it khi canh ctra sap lai, anh nhur mudn ngimg ho hip, anh rat sg Andrew tim minh lai, n6i thém diéu gi.

Trén tay van con ¢6 chit cam giac dau don, nhung so v6i nhitng in bi thuong trude day, méi thé nay khong tinh chuyén gi to tat.
Sean khong mudn tim rira, anh ngi lén giudng, nhin tran phong yén tinh.

Tuy rang anh khong mudn suy nghi bt ctr chuyén gi, nhung cai tén "White" van quanh quén trong dau anh.

Béng dém cham rdi trdi di, c6 ngudi gd vang cira phong anh.

"Ai a? Anh trai, hién tai i budi tbi.......... " Sean nghiéng d4u nhin dng ho dién tir, "01h20”."

"Sean.......... Mo cura." La giong cua Hawkins.



Sean biét néu anh khong m cira, tén kia nhét dinh s& tiép tuc g5, go......... , thiing dén khi moi ngudi nhd dau ra khoi cira s nhin vé phia phong anh oan

gan.
Ctra wvira hé ra, Hawkins lién lap tirc lach nguoi tién vao.

Y 6mcd Sean, strc néng ctia than hinh y lim cho Sean lién tuc Iui ra phia sau hai bude moi dimg vitg. Viron cénh tay dong ctra lai, Sean 6my, nhe
giong n6i: "Lam sao vay? Hawkins?"

Dbi phurong khéng ni 10d ndo, chi om anh.

Sean cudi bat déc di, ky thit rat nhidu lic anh thy Hawkins chi B mdt céi dira nh bdc dong ma thoi. Sean chim i lui vé phia sau, ngdi & trén giwong,
Hawkins d¢ niang anh ngdl xudng,

Khac hin so voi trude ddy Hawkins viron canh tay ra 6m Ay anh, lic ndy ddy y gitt chit Ay Sean mu6n anh 6m By minh.
"Lam sao vay?" Sean so SO sau gay'y.
"T6i rat nhé anh, nhG anh vo cling." Giong Hawkins rat nhe, mang theo chiit vé try khudt.

"Chéng phai chiing ta mdi gip nhau miy gio trudce?"" Sean hit sau, nhung khong biét vi cai gi, khi Hawkins ndi nhé anh, khién trong long anh ¢6 cam giac
thyc tran day, thuc vién mén.

"Nhung t6i muén vinh vién & bén anh." Hawkins nhém hai it lai.
Sean ngly ngan ca ngudi, mt cau nay khién trai tim anh kinh hoang,
Y 16i, muén vinh vién & bén anh?

Sean khong thé tin ndi trimg miét nhin, ding vy.......... Chi ¢6 nhitng 16i ndy méi 1 diéu anh vin mudn nghe, khién anh biét,duc_yc ring mdi quan hé cia
bon ho s& khong chi gioi han ¢ Baghdad, cling khong phai thir a0 tirdng chi sinh ra trong hoan canh bi ap lyc tam Iy tai chién truong,

Tuy réng ‘vinh vién’ von khong ton tai, nhung anh ciiing chi i mubn y ¢6 v6i anh loai tAm tinh niy, ma nay nghe diroc mdt cau cta y, khién ndi long x6n
xa0 bat an ctia anh nhu Fing dong lai, an tAm lai.

Sean nhdm mit, xung quanh anh tran ngdp mili bia va mii bac ha twroi mat trén co thé Hawkins, quén quyt keon 1.

Anh bdng nhién hiéu dugc vi sao khi minh con i Vincent, Emily lai roi khoi anh. Boi vi anh cach ¢6 qua xa, khong sao co thé cho Emily cam gidc an toan
ma ¢d muon. Ma hién tai, khi Vincent trd thanh Sean, & Hawkins, anh rot cuc camnhan duoc loai cam giac ndy.
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Camnhan dugc sy ton tai ctia Hawkins, Sean da khong con cam gidc buon ngi, anh thao thirc cho tin dén khi chiéc dong ho dién i trén dau giudng
hién Ién con s6 4:20a.m

Trong long anh, 16ng may ctia Hawkins chau chat lai, ho hép cang ngiy cang don dép, sau do than thé bt ra khoi vong tay ctia Sean, ho to: "White
tro ve! Pung sang bén do! Trd ve! N6 s€ phat nd!"

Sean nhin Hawkins, cap mit clia y nhdm chit, tra hd khong thé tur minh thodt ra khoi con ac mong,
"White! White!"

Sean khong thé khong dé ly vai y, "Hawkins! Tinh, tinh! Anh dang nam mo!"

Toan than Hawkins da san cting lai, Sean nang mat y giira hai ban tay minh, "Tinh lai! Hawkins!"

Long mi y kh& run rdy, y hon hén thé va md mit, md hoi rong rong chay xubng tir thai dwong, ngire phap phong ménh liét, tra hd ¢ thir gi ¢ trong d6
phai pha chui ra.

"Hawkirs.......... Thé ndo ?" Sean nhin y.
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"White?" Hawkins c6 chit ngdy ngan.

Trong mt gidy, trdi tim Sean twa nhu tir trén mdt d6 cao khong tuong vut roi xuong, 4m am roi vao trong mdt man nurée lanh nhu bang, su gia bubt do
khién anh ngat thd, cho di1 vay, anh van c6 ging khong dé cho 4m thanh ctia minh bién dbi.

Hawkins ndm chit iy ga giwong, mdt tay luén vao trong toc tim chat lai: "Xin 16, t6i ndm mo "

"T6i biét anh dang ndm mo." Mot gidc mong di vo ciing xa x6i ma quen thude, 6 18 ciing 3 mdt gidc mdng vinh vién ciing s& khong troi qua.
Sean nhin ddng hd, "4:30, 9:00 chiing ta mdi phai tiép nhin cong viée, con c6 thé ngi tiép ba gio nira."

"An, t6i vé phong minh." Hawkins dimg ddy, "Cau ciing nghi ngoi di."

Nhin y roi di, Sean khong néi thém gi nira, anh ngdi dwa vao dau girong, gio tay By bao thudc trén ban.

Cb ging hit thd sau, anh so méi nhung khong thiy cai bét hira.

"Shit!"

Ctr nhur vy, Sean ling lang ngdi yén dén lic 8:00, sau d6 dimg ddy di lam vé sinh, 10i dén nha an. Miéng Sandwich kep trimg vo vi trong miéng anh, khi
anh vin mo chai nuée ubng vao miéng, Jill bdng nhién lén tiéng: "Sean, t6i nhé 16 1 cdu khong ung nude cam..........

Khi Sean y thirc dugc minh cam trong tay 1a thir chét long mau da cam, da day tuw dong cudn cudn Ién, anh lao ra thing rac, non oe.
Jill dem sandwich ctia minh cho anh, lic ndy anh ta mdi phat hién: "Sean, tay bi thurong?"'

"Bing vay, bi thiy tinh ¢t qua, yén tim, chi cdm stng bop ¢o 1 khong c6 van d&." Sean cudi cudi.

Jill cdm Ay ban tay anh nhin nhin, "Sém biét vay ngiy hém qua da khong choi ci trd choi ché mé kia."

"Quén di, it nhAt trong khi choi con rét vui vé." Sean 6m Ky vai Jill, "Hom nay anh l4i xe, cAn than ding nghién lén bom!"

Bon ho di vio ga ra, Hawkins ciing d4 dén. Y van nhu trude, khuén mét nhin khong ra hi gidn, rd rang budi t6i ngit khong ngon gidc nhung lai khong c6
vé moi mét.

Khi Sean mo cira xe, Hawkins 1én tiéng: "Ban tay khi ndo thi bi thuwong?"

"Pém qua lic cing Andrew sira sang lai d6ng thiy tinh khong can than truot ngfi, ¢6 diéu chi ding mot ban tay trai ma ctru duoc ca cai mang!" Sean
cudi cuoi, nhung khi Hawkins hoi anh, anh m6i bong nhién nhé t6i t61 hom qua khi y tim dén anh, tir e vao cira cho dén lic rdi di thé nhung khong hé
phat hién trén tay anh quan day bang gac.

Hawkins di dén bén canh anh, kéo ly tay anh vé phia minh: "Pau khong?"

'Khong sao, may vét rach nho, lai & tay trai, s& khong anh huong dén tde do bop cd." Sean cudi vb vb sau lung Hawkins, sau d6 mo cira xe ngdi xubng.
Hom nay bon ho khong miy may méin, dau tién 1 do bo mdt qué dia 164, sau d6 chura nghi ngoi duogc 2 gid dong hd lién gip phai mdt cude tr sat tp
kich.

Ma & trén ngd tu duong, ke tap kich kia lai 161 theo hai dira tré.

Khi Sean cting doi ctia minh t6i hién truong, si quan phién dich Eric Kul ciing da t6i.

Jill cing Hawkins nghe hiéu tiéng irc nhung Sean thi mot chi ciing khong, anh di vé phia Eric, "Hi, Eric, tén kia rt cude mubn am gi?"

"Héin ndi, néu quan My khong rit lui khoi Irag, héin s& 16 hai dra con ciia hén clng chét!" Fric ¢6 vé thue dau dau, nhung loai diéu kién nay bon ho can
ban khong the dap img. Néu van d¢ quan My di hay ¢ ¢6 thé am cho binh linh ¢ ddy bo phicu, trén 90% s& hra chon riit khoi, con gan 10% la mjt bon
bi bénh than kinh, bon ho can Tién si Grey.

Quén tri an dia phwrong da rit Iui toan b dan chtmg,rtét ca dimg & mot noi an toan xa xa nhin lai, ma trong cac nha dan hai bén duong cting c6 ngudi
nh6 dau ra khdi ban cong theo doi, trong s6 d6 ¢6 rat nhi€u 1a tré nhd.

Pay that 1a mit man gido duc tryc quan sinh ddng, & trong cai loai hoan canh ndy Ion Ién, vai nim sau Baghdad c6 thé xuAt hién thém bao nhiéu tén sat
thit bom cudng?

Hai ngudi con trai quy trén mt dat, khoc va cudi ciing 1 lim bam



"Hai dtra nho kia dang n6i gi?" Sean hoi.
Eric con chua kip tré 11, Hawkins khong biét khi ndo da di t6i phia sau Sean, "Bon ho dang khin ciu Thanh A La phit ho."

Sean biu mdi, dua tay i ciy Thanh gid Juon néim trong ¢6 4o ctia y ra: "C6 & bon ho im ding, noi ny K Traq. Han a phéi thinh cAu Thanh A La phi h
ma khong phai Thuong de."

Hawkins thu cdy Thanh gia v&, anh m¥it tr6 lai phia hai dira tré, "Toi khong tin giao."

Sean nhuéng nhudng mi, ciy Thanh gid kia i bac rong, thudc loai diic thi dinh ché ciia Gido hoi, néu khong tin gido, 1am gi phai mang mot ciy Thanh gia
quy trong nhur vy.

"C6 cach ndo khong? Nguoi kia 4n cai nit ién da xong " Sean thé dai.
"C6 bén tia." Hawkins tré 10i, nhitng 101 ny cang nhur an ti Sean.

"Cho nén.......... Ching ta ti noi ndy lam gi?" Sean nhin vai, "Chi can trude khi gi dién kia 4n cai nitt, bén v& dau hén 1 duoc. Ching ta khong co kha
ning tiép can han, lay bomra thio dd. C6 can phai nghi cach khién han roi khoi cai dieu khién tir xa?"

"Khong toi." Eric tra 1, "Ngoai ra giita trnra sip t6i, trong vong 10° ching ta chura quyét dinh thoa niin hin, hén s& 4n nit!"
"0 .......... " Jill lic dAu, "Trong vong 10° néu nghii cach khién tén ngdc kia budng diéu khién.......... "

"Bon ho rét 6 chip, diéu d6 khong thé nao." Hawkins binh finh n6i, "Chi ¢6 thé dé ban tia mao hiém thir xem."

Eric nhin dong hd: "Con bay phit."

"Khong can suy nghi, t0i dam cé tén kia cho dit bj dénh bao diu ngi xubng dt trong tay van s& ndm chéic thir do choi kia." Jill m cénh tay nhin gi dan
ong kia con dang xi xamndi gi.

Ngay sau d6, "Phbc —" mot tiéng, dau hén ta bi xuyén thing, ngd xudng,

La stng ham thanh.

Sean nhin quanh, trén mjt toa nha bon tang, ¢6 mdt binh linh mang theo sting dimg kén.

Trir bo thanh Am ngudi kia ngd xudng dat, thé gidi nay bdng nhién trd nén an binh.

Tréi tim bi bop nghet ctia moi ngudi rdt cuc nhay kén.

Eric hudng vé phia hai dira tré dai ra nhin thi thé kéu kén, sau do bon ho phan tmg lai, bat ddy lio dao chay vé phia Eric.
Jill n6i khong sai, gi dan ong tron tron mét ndm & trong viing mAu, trén tay khong hé budng diéu khién tir xa.

"Xir Iy nhur thé nao?" Jill nhin vé phia Hawkins.

Khong doi Hawkins tra o4, Sean lién néi: "Truc tiép kip nd, chiing ta khong thé doén trude ¢ trong dam ngudi co con ngudi khac ndm didu khién ciia
qua bom dé hay khong, nguy hiem qué 16n, khong bang true tiép kip no."

Jill nhin v& phia Hawkins, tra hd mudn néi ké dién ndy s& khong budng tha mdt co hoi ndi dién tot nhur vay di?
Nhung hin khong ngi t61i Hawkins lai thire sw gat diu dong v : "Phéi ngudi di xac dinh trong vong mot trim mét khong con ngudi & lai."

Eric con dang an ti hai dira tré. Sean phét hi¢n tinh tinh hén thyc t5t Fim, hai dira bé hién tai 6m Ky héin khong budng tay. Ma c6 ngudi v0 vai Sean,
Sean lai ¢6 y khong quay dau lai.

"Biét rdi, Andrew. Binh linh binh thurong ciing khong dugc trang bi sing ngim hdim thanh hdng ngoai tuyén."

"Théinh A La hén |z c4m on ti d2 ciru mang hai dtra nho kia." Andrew nira dia nira that, "Tiéu di ctia ti con ¢6 hai tay stng ban tia mai phyc tai phu
can, c6 muon ho ho trg cac cau ban nd qua bomkia?"

"Khéng can, chiing toi tw minh m." Thanh 4m lanh nhu bang ctia Hawkins khién moi ngudi déu chiiy dén y.

"Khéng sao, bon ho van con & vi tri ¢ii chira tim dugc co hdi nd sting dau." Andrew khong dé v thai d6 inh dam ctia d6i phurong, nhin thing vé phia
Hawkins.

Trong khong khi bdng ¢6 loai lira néng, (Long tranh ho dau hay “hai n¥it nhin nhau toe kra tink’??? = =+)



Mot binh lish chay ti, ct tiéng vo tinh pha v loai khong khi mubn kim nguoi ta toat md hoi lanh ndy: "Bao céo, da thanh trang xong, ¢6 thé kich nd!"
Hawkins nng sung, Andrew thi 6m canh tay dimng anh méit chim chi nhin y: "Bay 1 khoang céch trén 100m."
Tiéng vién dan bén ra khoi nong 1 cau tra 1i ctia Hawkins dbi Andrew, nhanh téi mirc 1im cho ngudi ta con chura kip thirdng thirc tur thé bén cia y.

N tu truyén t6i tiéng n6 manh dinh tai nhirc 6c, khoi ddc cudn cudn, tir céc ngdi nha quanh d6 vang én tiéng thiy tinh bi chin & loang xodng roi, cac
thtr d6 bi nd tung bay vé bon phia.

Cam giac dugce mot trn khi ndng ruc ap vé phia bon ho, Sean nghiéng niit léy tay che trudc it
"Nice shot!" Andrew v0 tay.

Khi khéi diic tan di, bon ho bit diu xem xét cung rra sach hién truong vu .

Liic sau, Sean ciing cc thanh vién trong doi da c6 thé tré vé& quan doanh.

Liic xubng xe, Hawkins ndm lai Sean: "Hom nay mudn dén tim Lewis khong?"

"Khong can, tw minh thio bang gac i dwoc. Miéng vét thwong rat nho, da két vay, ngay ca khau con khong cin khau, dén chd anh ta im gi." Sean dua
tay dén trude mit Hawkins quo quo, "Chung ta di an di, chét doi!"

Ba nguoi di vao nha an, lic nay ngudi dén an nay kha dong, c6 dicu tit ca la quan nhan, biét gitr quy ct.
"Sean, ngdi yén & ddy, mudn an cai gi?" Jill chong tay Ién ban hoi.
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"Gi ciiing dugc, chi can khong phai i nrée cam." Sean nhuréng mi, "Céc anh chéic chin phéi gip t6i mua? Toi chi bi thuong rat nhe rit nhe mé thoi

"Nigdi di." Hawkins than nhién n6i, sau d6 di vé phia quiy ban db an.

Chi mot e sau, Jill da trd lai, trén tay bung hai dia format va khoai tay ran.

"Format! Tinh yéu ctia toi!" Sean cam Iy dia an, xin mot miéng hét non nira dia cho vao miéng,
"Trude kia cdu ciing B nhur vay." Jill budn cudi ngdi xudng di dién Sean, nhd giong noi.

"Cai gi?"

"Khong c6 gi." Jill lc lic déu, nhung trén mdi van nd mbt ny cudi nhe nhang,

Sau d6 Hawkins ciing 3 tré ki, y mang theo ny Y thit bam, thit lon nuéng tiéu den, lap suon nuéng kiéu Drc va salat. Buong khay xubng ban, y lai liéc
nhin Sean mdt cai, phat hién anh hi miéng ra hai ba Ian dia format da sap sach quang,

"Troi a, anh goi nhidu nhur Vy.......... Khong ctng Jill thurong hrong xem cin mua gi sao?"

"An khong hét thi bo." Hawkins bit tay vao xdt thit lon, sau d6 bo vao dia an ctia Sean. Ngon tay y thon dai, dong tac ném dao nia tuyét dep, co thé
thay khi y con nho nhat dinh duoc gido dudng thue chinh quy.

"Salat ciing cho t6i i, gin nl}ét chi an sandwich ciing sép thiéu vitamin." Sean viron tay di By dia salat, sau d6 thoang nhin thiy cach d6 khong xa, Strong
dang nhin vé phia bon ho xuat than.

Sean hurdng déi phirong vAy vay, ¥ mudn anh ta lai dy cing nhau an.
Dbi phurong cudi lic dau, xemra da 3n xong roi

Khi Hawkins quay dAu lai nhin, vira ic Strong di khoi nha n.
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An bita ti xong, Sean lién tr& vé phong, chuén bi nghi ngoi.

Pép khéiin it 1én vai, mang theo ca d4nh ring di dén trude cira khu tim rira cong cong, Sean phat hién Hawkins da & chd nay.

"Lam sao vay?"

"Tay tréi cia cdu khong thé dinh mrdc, t6i dén gitp cau." Hawkins viron tay Iy khin mit trén ¢d Sean xa xudng, nhiing vao dudi voi nude.
Sean mim cudi, e 1a ngudi ndy da doi anh & day that lau .

Pénh rang xong, Hawkins ding khan mét lau niit cho Sean.

Y khéng ché Iyc tay t6t Eim, khin mit luét doc theo hinh dang khudn mat Sean vubt ve, ¢ diéu trong gidy phit 4y Sean bdng nhién cam thiy md mit.
Su 6n nhunay ctia Hawkins, cuoi cung Ia dang danh cho anh.......... Hay la dang danh cho nguoi nao khac?

Trd lai trong phong, Hawkins gitip Sean thay bang gac. Ky that vét thuwong kia ciing khong c6 gi, ba ngay khong dinh nude lién khong can bang gac nita.

Gidr phut niy, nhin thdy nhitng miéng vét thirong nhd vun ngang doc trong 1dng ban tay Sean, Hawkins i du, Sean ngdi & ghé trén, ma Hawkins ngdi &
bén girong,

"Thye xin 16i, ngay hém qua.......... t01 38 khong phat hién ra céu bi thuong."

"Khéng phai chuyén gi quan trong." Sean nhin vai.

"Toi.......... Ngay hom qua chi dang mai suy nghi mdt chuyén thoi."

Sean bdng nhién thire mubn kén tiéng n6i gi d6, nhung cudi cting lai lwa chon trim mic.

Ngay hém qua anh gb cira phong t6i, n6i nhé t6i, hom nay anh néi cho t6i biét "Ngay hom qua chi dang méi suy nghi mot chuyén'", nhur vay 16t cude
nguoi anh nhé nhung 13 ai dau?

Béng dang Hawkins ¢6 vé ¢ don, Sean von dinh dimg tay trai cham vao y, nhung sau rdi van khong viron ra.

"Di ngt di, Hawkins.......... T6i khong sao."

Hawkins ngang dau Ién nhin v& phia anh, than thé d6 vé phia trudc, hon én mdi Sean, mém mai, 6n nhu cing quyén luyén.

Sean nhidm mit lai, tiép nhan nu hon.

"Nhu vay........ ngay mai ggp."

"An." Sean gt d4u, nhin thdy Hawkins di ra ngoai, nghe thiy tiéng ctra sap lai, 1ong miy chim rdi chau Ién.

Hién tai m6i chua dén chin gior toi, tat nhién anh s& khong ngi som nhur vdy.

Poi cho Hawkins di xa, anh lién dimg day dén phong kham ctia Lewis.

Sau khi anh g5 ctra mdt liic, Lewis ngam thudc dimg trurdc cira. "Toi nhd rd thirong thé ctia cau khong can toi tim t6i tai kham."
"Khong phai vé vét thurong, i ¢6 chit vin dé khac mudn hoi anh."

Lewis nha ra mt ngum khéi thube, "Miic ké cau c6 vin dé gi, né t6t nhat 1 phéi don gian, boi vi toi con mudn xem dién anh va ngy."
Sean di vao, tlty y ngdi én mot goc ban: "Lewis, anh quen biét Hawkins rt lau rdi sao?"

"Bing vy." Lewis 10i ra mt chai bia.

"Nhur vy anh ¢6 biét “White’ khong?"

"White? Anh ho ctia Hawkins?" Lewis nhiu may, "C4u hoi chuyén nay km gi?"

"Anh ta v Hawkins ¢6 cam tinh rat sdu dam?"

"Puong nhién, cau va t6i déu biét vi sao tén d6 chay dudi theo Montero James khéip thé giéi, boi vi cau ta mudn bao thit cho White, tuy ring toi cam

thAy phuong phap ndy clia ciu ta......... Vinh vién khong thé tim dwoc Montero, béi vi tén kia s& khong vi mot ai d6 thio do dugc bom ctia minh ma s&
ngoi yén cho nguoi dén bat."



"Hai ngudi d6 c6 vé giong nhur dang do stic di, khong c6 gidi han.......... " Sean nhtin vai cudi nhe, "C6 thé n6i cho t6i biét thém mot vai chuyén vé White
khong?"'

"Hawkins chura ttrng ndi véi cau?"

"Ngay ca chuyén ctia minh anh ta déu chiing miy khi nhiic dén, sao c6 thé s& nhic dén chuyén ctia ngudi ngoai?" Sean thim thé dai.

"Bdi voi Hawkins mi ndi, White khong phai ¢ ngudi ngoai." Lewis lic dau, "White I6n hon Hawkins sau tudi. Cau ciing biét cha me ciia Hawkins mot
ngudi trudng ky ¢ trong quan doi, mot ngudi A tiéu thu cta trim budn ban vii khi, ho Iy hon tir rét som, ma thurong xuyén lam ban & bén canh Hawkins
chinh Ia Whlte sau d6 White lai nhdp qgu, l;_u 12 b9 ddi dac ching, co hdi gip mit ctia bon ho lién it dti. Phai n6i 1a rt ft.......... Sau do c6 mot ngay,
White chét, Iic Iam nhiém vu bi bomno chét."

"An." Sean git dau, "T6i va White.......... Gibng nhau sa0?"

Lewis hoi strng sdt, "C6 ngudi n6i nhu vay sao?"

Sean khé& cuoi: "Xin anh hiy tra 1oi cau hoi ndy cuia t6i, ddi véi toi ma n6i nd rit quan trong,"

"Cau.......... C6 phai cam thiy dugc Hawkins d6i voi cau.......... L4 vi White?" Lewis dui thudc 14, nhin vé mit ctia anh ta ién biét anh ta da hdi han vi 1oi
minh vira thot ra.

"T6i ¢6 quyén dugc biét, ¢ trong mit Hawkins, t0i i Sean hay i White, khong phai sao?"" Sean nhin thing vao trong it Lews.

"T6i tin rAng & trong it cAu ta, ciu i Sean. CAu ciing biét, trén thé gidi nay khong cé hai ngudi gidng hét nhau. C6 18 ic ban ddu mdi nhin thiy cau,
Hawkins c6 the kinh ngac vé sy tuong tu gitta cau va White, nhung trén thue t€ hai ngudi cac cu ciing khong thuc sy giong.......... "

"Tét nhién, t6i va White Hawkins ciing khong phai 1 song sinh."

"Nhung cdu ¢6 thé cho Hawkins cam giac an toan, khong phai sao? Boi vi ¢6 cdu bao vé cau ta, 16i ¢b nhitng g3 phan quan tir trong d4m dong hdn loan
ra, nén cAu ta moi thé yén tim ma im cong tac nguy hiémndy." Lewis vd vai Sean.

Cam gic an toan sao?

Nhur vdy vi sao cac t0 vién truge d6 khong cho duoc y cam gidc an toan? Trong s6 ho ¢6 nguoi timg 1 mat tham ciia CIA, kinh nghiém phong phu, c6
tinh anh ctia ddi trinh sat, chang I& chi c6 anh méi khién cho y an tim?

"Khéng sao du, t6i chi co chit to mo." Sean ludn tay vao trong toc, "Viée ndy ciing dimg n6i cho Hawkins biét, néu tén kia biét t6i t6i hoi anh chuyén
ctia White, c6 & y s€ tim dén tdi gay su, ndi t6i khong nén can thi€p vao qua khir ca y linh tinh ........ "

Lewis git du, Sean rdi khoi.

Anh bdng nhién khong mubn quay vé phong minh, vi thé bét du cude tan bd vo phurong huéng,
Mot binh si tudn tra cAm siing di qua nhin anh: "Hey, d tré thé nay con khong vé phong?"

Sean cudi, iy thude 14 ra khoi tii do: "Nghién thude 14, mudn mdt diéu khong?"

"Cam on, nhung t6i dang lam nhiém vu. Hit xong rdi ién sém mot chiit tr vé ngit." Binh si tuin dém 6m sing di.
Khi hiu ctia Baghdad vé dém vén c6 chit kho ndng, nhung lic ndy, Sean cam thdy rét lanh.
Bit tri bt giac anh di ti trude khu ky tic x4 cia Andrew.

Trude cira ky tic xa, c6 mdt bong ngudi ngdi trén bac tam cp, ciing dang hit thudc.

Anh Iira trén diéu thudc ap 1oe, Sean nghiéng dAu, di dén gan, phat hién nguoi d6 1 Strong,

"Hi, Strong."

"Aa. Sean." Strong x€ dich khoi vi tri ngéi, nhuong ra mot chd cho Sean.

Sean ngdi xudng bén canh anh ta, "Quen v6i Baghdad chura?"

"DA timg ¢ bo doi diic ching tréi nghiém s& thiy Baghdad coi nhu khong t0i. Con hon nhitng ngdy ¢ rimg nhigt d6i Thailand truy bét toi pham budn hang
tréng."

Sean gt dau.



"Thét xdu ho, hom trrde vira moi gip mit da ndi cu gidng nguoi khac, hién tai suy nghi lai thay minh that bat lich sur." Strong tur giéu.

"Khong sao ca, ¢ & anh ciing khong phai la nguoi duy nhét nhan ra sy gidng nhau do." Sean an i, sau d6 bdng nhién nhé téi c4i g, "Duing rdi, anh ¢6
anh chyp ctia White khdng? Toi rat muon nhin xem hai ching t6i rot cudc turong ti bao nhiéu?"

Strong stmg sbt mot chit, 1ap tirc cudird ken: 'Tot, 61 ¢6 mot tAm hinh chup chung." Anh ta ding déy di vao trong phong, Jy ra mdt quyén sach, lat vai
tran tim tAm hinh vira néi, "Quyén sach ndy t6i vin uon mang theo, nhung rat it khi Ky ra xem. Liic dy tiéu doi cta ching toi c6 su ngudi, day | tim
hinh ddy du nhat. "

Sean di vao trong phong, nhan liy tAm hinh phia duéi 4nh sang ctia ngon dén. "Anh dimg néi cho t6i biét ai 2 White, t6i tur minh tim xem."

"Tht."

Ky that, chi cAn biét ring minh c6 ngoai hinh gidng White, ciing s& d& dang nhén ra trong anh chup ai i White .

"La anh ta phi khong?" Sean chi vio mdt ngudi thanh nién miéng chi khé mim curoi lai van cho ngudi ta cam gide thure sang lan.

"La cdu ta." Strong thd dai, sau d6 cudi, "Co diéu trong s6 nhitng ngudi co mit trong tAm anh ndy, chi con séng sét ¢6 hai nguoi, trong d6 mot nguoi B
to1."

Sean nheo mit, boi vi trén ¢ White tura hd 10 ra mdt vt gi d6 gidng nhu mot hinh Thanh gi4, boi vi qua nho, cho nén anh nhin khong 15, "White tin gido
khong?"

Strong nhan ]ay anh chyp, "A, 1a cay Thanh gia bang bac - phai khong? Cau ta ¢ nd tix hoi im & rira t9i, tir nho dén I6n déu van deo. Sau vu nd bom do,
ching t6i tim thiy 16 trong déng gach vun, I thir duy nhit ctia White con nguyén ven, chiing t6i ciing nhd n6 ma nhan dugc thi thé cia White.......... "
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Sean thoang chbc nhur hiéu ra diéu gi: "N6 1 di vat cia White, sau d6 duoc dura ting cho Hawkins ding khong?"
"Bing vay, sao cu biét?" Strong hoi.

"Toi nhin thiy Hawkins cling mang mot soi ddy chuyén c6 mit Thnh gid." Sean nging du, “Anh cling biét dy, anh ta von chi tin téng chinh minh,
khong tin trdng Thuong dé."

"Hzin 1 khi biét Hawkins gia nhp EOD, me ctia White d cho cu ta, hy vong finh hon ctia White ¢ thé phit ho cu ta binh an vo sur." Strong bong
nhién nhé t6i di€u g, vé mat tré nén nhu hoa, "T6i nhd 16 ¢6 mot lan nghi phép, 61 cing White va miy nguoi ban ngdi an thit cubn trong mot nha hang,
sau d6 goi ca Hawkins khi d6 con dang hoc trung hoc dén."

"Rét khé tudng tuong cai canh anh ta ciing mjt d4m ban be dua gion an udng." Sean cudi ndi.

"Bring vy, nhung lic d6 cau ta con d& gan hon by gios mot chitt. Ching t0i cuoi héi cau ta vé sau ¢6 mudn hoc dai hoc hay khong? Thanh tich & truong
clia ciu ta rat tot, ban than ciu ta cling rat yéu thich Vat Iy hoc."

"Anh ta n6i mudn hoc dai hoc?"

"Cauta ndi minh mudn vao bd doi dac chiing," Strong cang cudi rang 13, "Sau df’) chiing t61 ndi véi cdu ta, bo doi dac chﬁpg khong phai noi mudn B ¢o
thé vao duoc, cho dit ciu ta c6 mdt ngudi cha rat danh tiéng trong quan doi. Thé nhung White lai v vai ciu ta va n6i, “néu c6 mot ngdy cu tién viao
duoc bd doi dac ching, khi ching ta lam nhi€ém vy, cau chinh la ngudi canh gac phia sau ctia chiing t6i, 1a chién hiru ma ching t6i tin cdy nhat."

“Cau chinh i nguoi canh gic phia sau clia ching t67", nhitng 10i néy khién Sean siing so.

Day 14 101 ma anh d ndi trong lin du tién anh va y gip nhau.

Toi s€ trd thanh ngurdi bao vé phia sau lung anh.

Sean kh& nhéch miéng, giéng nhur nghe droc cdu mdt chuyén diia hoang duong nhét trén doi.

"Sean?" Strong nhin thiy vé mit ctia anh bién di, "Cau sao vay?"
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"Khong c6 gi." Sean tra tim anh chup cho ddi phirong, "Ciiing khong sém, t6i nén tré vé phong."
"Ok, ngt ngon, Sean."

Ngay khi Sean sép budc chin ra khoi phong, Strong nim By anh, “Sean.......... T6i nhan ra dugc Hawkins rt tin cdy cau, mong ciu c6 thé cb ging hét
strc bao vé an toan cho ciuta."

"Chéc chin rdi, trong vong 25 ngay con lai." Sean thure su nghiém tic nhin vé phia Strong,

Anh di limg thimg dudi bau trdi dém, chung quanh 1 linh gac di qua, "Hey, brother! Som mdt chit tré vé ngi a!”

Sean gjo tay 1én dap lai.

Trai tim anh thit ning né, tira ho At ca moi loai 4p hre mi Baghdad c6 thé gy ra cho anh tir trudc dén nay toan bd tap trung trong gidy phut ny.

Mbi ngiy anh déu chap hanh nhiém vy nguy hiém dén cuc diém, khi trong damngurdi c6 mdt nguoi bat ky nhin thiy anh, nguoi d6 co thé gy ra cho anh
cai chét. Khi ¢ nguoi di ve phia anh, anh ¢6 thé s& chét. Khi cé ngudi yéu cau anh dén mdt noi nao do6, 6 dd anh co the s& chét.

O noi ddy, anh ggp Hawkins, mdt ké chi chip nhéit vao thé gioi m han thiy, mdt keé dién. Khi Sean phét hién minh da chiém dwoc mot vi tri nho nhé
trong cai the gidi chi c6 bom cing Montero cua Hawkins, anh ¢6 chit tim dong, con ¢6 chit dac y. Nhung ma anh khong hé nghira rang, ¢4 I8 anh chi
1a mot ké khoac bong “White” nén duge bo vao theé gioi kia ma thoi.

Di dén trude cira phong, cai ngudi dang khién long anh gon séng dang ngdi yén trén bac thang,

"Cau di dau?" Hawkins ngira dau, khong biét y da chd doi anh bao lau.

"T6i di hit thude." Sean khe nhich mbi cudi, mo cira.

Hawkins rt it khi chd doi, boi vi y dem dai bo phan thoi gian ciia minh ding vao viée truy dudi Montero James.

Hién tai y ding thoi gian d6 dé chd doi anh, that 14 tran quy a.

Sau khi vao phong, anh mé dén Ién. Hawkins n6i: "Sau khi tdi gitip cdu rira mt, ching phai cau da néi cau budn ngi?"

"T6i khong ngii dugc, cho nén lién ra di loanh quanh mot chit a." Sean ngdi Ién mép giudong, "Sao, ching phai anh di vé phong? Sao lai quay lai?"
"Khéng ¢6 gi. Chi i mudn nhin thiy cu." Hawkins di téi, "Ching ta cting nhau ngi di."

"Trén cai girdng don chét hep nay?" Sean nhanh chéng ndim xudng, chiém tron ca cai giwdng, "Anh mudn ngi thé nao day?"

Hawkins di dén, nim st vao Sean, dAu dat bén cb anh, nguc hai nguoi K& sat, phap phéng, "Nhu vay la duge.”

Sean bi su ¢b ch’?ip ciay Kkhién nubn bat cudi, "Pugc 1di, duoc rdi, i chira mdt chit vi tri cho anh ndm, nhung xin anh dirng c6 nimde ©én ngui toi
thé nay, nhu vay hai chiing ta dirng ai nghi dén chuyén ngi duoc.”

Hawkins nang nguoi ddy, Sean tré minh dich than vao sat tudng, quay mit vao vach tuong, Canh tay ctia Hawkins dua vé phia anh, 6m Jdy anh.
Cay Thanh gia trén ¢6 y roi xudng, theo nhip ho hip ma sat qua ¢ anh, nhw c6 nhu khong,

T6i n6i t6i s& trd thanh ngudi canh gac phia sau hung anh, vi thé anh dem long tin ctia anh chia cho toi.

Anh da ndi vi ¢6 61 & xa xa ddi theo anh, cho nén anh cam thiy an toan va binh finh.

Anh 16 anh thyre nhé o1

Anh n6i mudn vinh vién & bén toi.

Ky that t6i nghf sai rdi, boi vi tat ca nhimg 161 nay khong 6 1i ndo [ danh cho t6i hét.

Héc mét Sean cay x¢, anh nhim mit lai.

Anh 13 mdt ngudi dan 6ng, 3 mot nguoi linh, vo s6 an cing tir than di dién, anh déu chua timg roi 6.

Cho nén lic nay day, ciing khong thé.

"Sean, c4u lim sao vay?" Thanh am ctia Hawkins 4m tir dinh d4u truyén dén, canh tay y ciing khép lai cang chit.

"Khong sao, t6i mudn ng, t anh can thin dirmg ngd xudng." Sean nhe giong tré 10i.



T6i s& tiép tuc cAm sting dtmg & phia sau anh, béi vi anh s so haii, boi vi anh ma lo Bing, dem hét kha ning dé bao vé anh.
Boi vi t6i la ddng dbi ciia anh, boi vi toi 1 Sean, t6i yéu anh.

Nhung chi ¢ 25 ngdy cubi ciing ndy..........

-

Sang sém 10220, tiéu t6 ctia Hawkins t6i mot chd c6 kha ning wii dia 1i.

Sean va cac déng doi xuéng xe, khu vure nay da ¢6 quén trj an dia phuong lam cong tac cach ly.

Mot linh my tré tudi dang trao d6i gi d6 voi hai nguoi ban xtr, ngudi ban xir kia co 1& mubn dem bao cét trén mit dat dit én xe ddy cia anh ta. Pang
tiéc, mot nguoi ndi tiéng Anh, hai ngudi ndi tiéng Piirc, cin ban khong thé trao doi.

Sau do, nguoi linh tré kia cti nguoi di gitp nguoi dan ban xir vac bao cat trén mit dat én xe.

Sean huréng vé phia ngudi linh kia kéu to: "Dimg lai! Khong duoc cham dén bt cir thir gi!"

Nhung déng tiéc, ngudi linh tré da dem bao cat nang 1én khoi mét dat, mdt tiéng nd, ba nguoi lién bién mét trong khoi bui.
Lai ¢6 binh linh mudn chay dén, Sean kéu to: "T4t ca dimg & tai chd! Khong ai dugc nhiic nhich!"

Jill By tay 6m trén, "Troi oi, t6i da rit nhiéu lin bao c4o én quan doanh dimg bao gid dua nhitng dtra ngdc nay dénnixa .......... Phong cach lich thiép
cua dan My khong thich hop véi noi nay!"

Ma tiéng hét cta Sean cting da lglﬂén nhing binh linh tré tré nén an phdn hon nhiéu. Bon ho ciing ¢6 vé hiéu ra ring noi nay khong phai la mrdc My hoa
binh, noi ndy moi nguoi la mét déu c6 thé tro thanh ké dich nguy hiém cua ho.

Sean cing Jill rat nhanh chéng dan dyng dung cu, Hawkins diéu khién ngudi méy tién lén.

Jill mudn vé xe lay nurdc udng, Sean ciing thiy co chit khat mrde, vira muén di theo lién bi Hawkins kéo lai.

"Lam sao vay?" Sean nghiéng ngudi vé phia y, nhin vao méan hinh diéu khién, nghi ring ngudi may da phét hién ra thir gl
"G bén canh t6i." Tay trai ctia Hawkins nim chit By c6 tay Sean, anh mét y van dang nhin man hinh.

"T6i chi mubn di udng nurde.” Sean c6 chit bt dic di

"Jill s& lay dén." Hawkins ndm tay anh cang cht.

"Pugc 16i, dugc 16i, 161 5§ ¢ lai ddy, nhung anh khong cin ndm Iy ti nhu thé nay, rit ky quai."

Nghe thiy Sean cam doan, Hawkins m6i budng anh ra.

Ngudi méy da phét hién ra dia 161, kich nd né.

Nhi¢m vy fan nay duroc thre hign kha thudin loi, ngoai trir ngui linh tré bi nd chét, nhung it nhéit ke dién Hawkins da ding trinh tur binh thwong dén khong
thé binh thuong hon d€ hoan thanh dot pha bom nay.

Nhung Sean 4m thAm cam thiy diroc, Hawkins twa hd ¢6 gi @6 khong yén long,

Loai khong yén long nay bt dau c6 tir khi y nhin thiy Strong. Sean c6 thé twdng twong duoc, so ring thir duy nhit ma Strong c6 thé demdén cho y
ciing chinh 1a tri nhé vé White khong thé phai mo.

Trd lai quan doanh, Tuén ludn doc lai doc vang Hawkins lai khién Sean cting Jill kinh ngac khi y chit dong néi: "Chiing ta di an di."
"Anh chéc chén anh vira mdi ndi i ¢ ching ta *?" Sean budn cudi.

"Bing, ching ta." Y nim ly tay Sean, khong dé y dén Jill dang khoa xe, di ra khoi ga-ra.

Nha 3n von khong ¢6 bao nhiéu ngudi, nhung Hawkins van yéu cau Sean ngdi ¢ trudc ban an cho.

Vai phitt sau, y bung format va salat t6i.

Sean ¢6 chit budn cudi, tyra hd vi miy ngay tru6e e ho dian, Jill chon ding thir anh yéu thich ma Hawkins mua mot déng 1on nhung khong hé ¢6 do
an ma Sean muon, nguoi nay s& khong vi muon “‘san bang ti s6”” moi muon 16i anh di an bira an nay di?



Nhé t6i dém qua y chay t6i 5m minh ciing nhau ngi, Sean lai bdng cam thiy Hawkins ky thét lai dang ding mot loai phuong thirc thure ngde nghéch iy
long anh.

Sean bong dang trao mot loai tim tur mudn thir xem hu thue, anh an hai nﬁéng format lai noi, "A, hdm nay khong c¢6 bt vania.......... Format phai an voi
bt vani mdi ngon.......... "

Tuy trach 14 trach vay, nhung anh biét tir trudc dén nay bép an von khong dimg bot vani voi formmt.

Hawkins dimg ddy, di Jiy mot binh nho bot vani dén.

Sean nhin théy y dua bt vani dén trude mat minh, thue sy mudn héi rét cude y bi lam sao vay?

Bira t6i trdi qua trong bau khong khi quéi la.

Lic sau, Jill ciing di vao nha 3n, chon db an xong tit nhién i ngdi xudng bén canh Sean.

"A, 1a format a, céu qua that an khong biét chan." Jill chon trimg cubn thit.

"Aha, trimg cudn thit! Toi dén ddy Jau nhur vy moi chi an duoc c6 ba, bon lan!"

"Puong nhién, kim khong d& hon nira hét rat sém, ném thir mdt miéng?" Jill cit mot miéng cho Sean, "BXing rdi, &n xong t6i cho cdu xem mdt thir."

"Céi gi vay?" Sean vira &n vira hoi, phia d6i dién, Hawkins van dang cét miéng thit trong dia, dong tac thong tha hru loat, c6 diéu Sean rit muén hoi y,
thit da sap bi cat thanh sgi nhd, y dinh khi ndo thi mdi bo vao miéng an?

"Ky tich trén sa mac." Jill ra vé than bi, "Céu dén nhin s& biét."
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Con dao an ctia Hawkins dé lai mdt vét ¢t bén nhon trong 1dng dia, Sean cing Jill ddng loat ngéng dau nhin y, sau do thiy y trdm niic bit dau dem dd
an trong dia bo vao miéng,

An xong, Sean theo Jill di rdi.
Vira di, Sean vira cam nhin dugc anh it Hawkins dudi theo sau lung minh, 4nh méit co hd @6t ra hai cai 16 trén kg anh.

Jill ¢6 ¥ ghé lai bén tai Sean, "Céu c6 cam thay Hawkins déc biét khong thich ching ta n6i chuyén voi nhau? Tir khi toi budc vao nha an, t6i lién cam
thiy con dao n ctia anh ta khong phai dang cit thit trong dia ma i ¢t trén xuong cbt cia toi."

"C6 khing khiép dén vy sao?" Sean budn cudi.

"Puong nhién 1a c6." Jill dua Sean vao ph@ng, trude c1:Ia $6 ¢ mit bdn hqa nho, anh ta ]éy no dat trude mat Sean, "La bac ha, }6i da gieo that lau, xem
nd van khong c6 dong tinh gi, con tudng rang khdng song duoc, ai biét budi sang hdm nay phat hién tén nhdc con ndy lai I6n nhieu nhu vay ."

Sean nhan ly, Iy ngén tay chamnhe vao I bac ha, né nhe nhang lay dong vai c4i, tan mét ra mii thom ngat: "Trudc kia ti ciing trong mot cay & cira

sO.

"Vay sao? O bd doi diic ching?" Anh mit Jill tram xudng, ¢6 diéu anh ta lai dang dura lung vé phia Sean.

"Ane Khong phai, khi t6i con chura nhap ngfl." Vincent & can cir khong quan T25 timg trong, khong phéi Sean.
"Thich thi cAm di." Jill cudi.

"Anh dic biét dem hat giéng bac ha dén Baghdad dé trong, tht vat va né méi nay mam, anh lai ting cho t6i?"

"Camdi." Jill phét phét tay, "Toi.......... Trude kia 6 T25 c6 mot ddng doi ludn thich dat modt bdn bac ha nho nhé nhur vay & cira sb. Sau d6 hin chét &
Baghdad, t6i lién tur hoi khong biét trén ctra s phong hén ¢ phai ciing lai ¢6 mot chdu bac ha nho nhd nhur e truée hay khong.........

Sean nhin Jill
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O khong quan can ct, Jill la mot chang dep trai co tiéng, cuoi 10 Ién ddc biét me nguoi. Lic d6 Vincent con khong thay Jill thuan mt, nhung i pht
nay Sean nhin thay anh ta, bong nhién c6 mit loai xtic dong nudn 6m lay anh ta that chit.

Anh mudn néi: "Ngudi anh em, dirg khé s6 nhu vay, t6i chinh | Vincent."

Nhung anh biét minh khong thé n6i, béi vi chuyén nay that sw rét v6 van .

"Céamon, Jill." Sean mim cudi, "Toi s& chim soc n6 that cin than."

Sean bung bon bac ha di khoi phong Jill én thdy mdt nguoi miéng ngim diéu thude di ngang qua khu ky tic x4 nay.
"Andrew?" Sean goi mit tiéng.

Dbi phurong quay méit dAu lai, dudi anh tring ciing khéng miy sang roi, Sean thiy mot vét thurong trén miit anh ta.
"Anh lam sao vay? Andrew?"

Dbi phurong khé cuoi cudi, "Homnay.......... Co6 mdt nhiém vu." Anh ta di t6i, dimg bén canh Sean.

"C6 thé lam anh bi throng, nhiém vu ndy khong don gian. Céc anh di dep phan tir ¢6 v trang?"

"Hir, xem nhur Baic khu cé lon " Andrew nhuéng mi, "Van khi cia i t0t Fim, 6 ba phét danh lén 4o chéng dan, nhung mdt dong di ctia toi bj thuong
0 bap chan."

"Nghiém trong khong?"

"K hong thurong tdn dén xuong cdt, duoc true thing dua dén bénh vién, chimg nira thing s& trd vé." Andrew di dén trude cira phong minh, "Vao ngdi
mit lic?"

Sean git dAu, tuy ring vét seo 1 hudn churong ctia nam nhi, nhung anh vAn quyét dinh cho Andrew boi thude, boi vi tén kia tuyét ddi s& khong dé tam
dén vét thurong trén mét minh.

De;m ba,c ha dat trén ban, Sean nhin quat]h p}}bng, Andrqw miic du xét vé tinh céch thi cing Hawkins co thé n6i mdt trdi mdt v, nhung bon ho ¢ mot
diém giong nhau 1a phong ctia ho dugc sap x€p muroi phan mudi sach s€ ngan nap.

Sean Iy hom thudc tir trong ngiin t ra, iy bang gac cing bang dan.
Péu tién [ rira sach miéng vét throng, sau do Sean cit iy mot doan bang gac thich hop, dit én bén ngoai vét thuong

Khuon mit Sean nghiéng nghiéng, hoi thé ctia hai ngurdi cham vao nhau trong khong khi, cham rdi hoa hop immot. Khi Sean budng tay xubng, anh méi
phat hién Andrew van nhin anh cham ch.

Anh miit anh ta da khong con vé nghién ngim thudng khi, boi vinb bay gidr vo ciing nghiém tic mé tham thiy.

Sau do6 anh ta kh& gian mbi cudi, ding giong diéu dua giom n6i: "Vira rdi cau nghiéng dau di nhur vay khién t6i nghi ......... Céu mudn hon 61"

Sean ril mi mét xudng, Ay bang gac va nude thude bo vao homy, "Thin kinh hai hude ciia anh phét trién ngoai y mubn!"

Andrew nghiéng nguoi véf phia trudc, chop miii cach Sean cang ngdy cang gAn, m Sean theo ban ning ngira vé phia sau, mot ban tay chdng Ién mep
giwong. Giong Andrew rét tram thap, chim rdi tan ra trong khong khi, "Sean, cau biet khong.......... Khi moi nguoi nghe thay nhitng 101 ho khong muon
nghe, ho s€ ty an ui minh rang d6 1a sy hai hude."

"Andrew.......... " Sean mudn dimg Ién, lai bj d6i phurong dé Ay ba vai.

"Ngay d6, ti d nhin thiy dAu vét trén cd cu. D6 khong phai k vét mudi Baghdad ddt, cling khong phéi a vét vai dét ctia gbi dau han i, mi | dAu vét
do mdt nguoi dan 6ng dé lai." Andrew van duy tri y cudi, nhung Sean lai cam thay ap bach.

Sean nubt khan, strc quan sét ctia Andrew i v6 cling sic bén, bat ké anh c6 ¢b ging che gidu mbi quan hé ciia minh va Hawkins bao nhiéu, bi Andrew
phéat hién cting chi 1a chuyén sém hay mudn.

"Bying vy, 1 anh ta." Sean chim rdi ngdi ngay ngin lai, khong hé ling tranh 4nh mit ctia d6i phuong.
"Nhu vy héin ¢6 thé, vi sao i khong thé?"

Nhitng 101 nay khién Sean né nu cudi, "Tin t6i di, i cung Hawkins .......... tura nhu mot vu tai nan."



"Vay con 6i thi thé nd0? Sean?" Ban tay dit trén vai anh cang thém ding sirc, "Cau han 1 biét r3."

"Biing vy, t0i biét rd." Sean dmg én, "Nhung dé cho ching ta vinh vién I ban be chiing phai rét tt sao? Anh han phai biét, c6 mot vai thir mt khi da
VO s& khong bao gio han gin lai duoc nita.”

Sean di ra ctra, giong Andrew dudi theo anh, "Sean, c4u di thay doi."

"A? Tir ic nao?"

"T6i khong bié.......... C6 I& tir e cau bi ngdl chédn throng dau." Nu cuoi ctia Andrew c6 chit trao phing,
"C6 18 tir phut do, t6i von i khong phai la Sean mi anh timg biét. Ngi ngon, Andrew." Sean déng cira lai.
Thé gidi ny von hoang duong.

Anh tir Vincent bjén thanh Sean. Andrew quyén luyén Sean “Iic dau”, Jill tim kiém hinh bong ctia Vincent trén nguoi Sean, mi Hawkins thi xuyén théu
qua Sean nhin thay White..........

Nhur vy minh rét cude i ai? Sean, Vincent, hay i White?

Sean ngira dau, hai chin méy cau lai thanh mot duong cong khd md, anh mudn thé' dai, lai khong biét phai the dai vi 16 gi

i dén cira phong minh, Sean thiy Hawkins.

Tén kia lai ngdi & trén bac thang, Thwong dé a, Hawkins s& khong quyét dinh bt dau tir hom qua trd di, mbi tdi déu dén phong anh ngi ddy chir?

"Lam sao vAy? Pumg ndi véi ti ring anh lai mudn ciing t6i chen chiic trén mdt cai giwrong ngil." Sean dimg trude it y, 6m canh tay, khong c6 ¥ dinh
mo cua.

"K hong thé?" Hawkins nging dau lén, "Cau & chd Jill lau nhur vay?"
"Khéng, trén duong tré vé toi gip Andrew." Nhéc t6i Jill, Sean lp tirc nhd tdi bon bac ha ctia minh con dat trén ban trong phong Andrew.
"Budi tdi ctia cau thure ban ron." Khudn mit cia Hawkins bi che khuét trong bong t6i, thiy khong 13 lai c6 mdt loai hip din ngudi tim kiém nhin cho 1d.

"Anh ta bi thuong, t6i chi giip anh ta xti 1y vét thurong." Sean khong biét vi sao minh phai giai thich cho dbi phurong nghe, 6 thé boi anh cam nhén duge
o Hawkins sy bat an nén c6 chit mém long,

Lewis n6i khong sai, Hawkins ky that rat c6 doc. Cai chét ctia White khién y quen voi loai 6 doc nay. Khi Sean xut hién, theo y nghia nao d6 ma noi,
da danh vo loai thoi quen nay.

"T6i mubn ngii cling voi cau." Nhitng 10 nay, Hawkins ndi rat kién dinh.
Sean cam thdy minh phai néi "Anh thich ngii noi néo iy anh, ngoai trir giurdng cia i, nhung cudi ciing anh vin mod cira dé y theo vio.
Chi con hon ba tudn, t6i s& thuan theo trai tim minh tiép tuc 6m Ry thir tinh yéu nire cudi ndy véi anh.

Sean ndm vio phia gidp tudng, Hawkins nghiéng ngurdi 6manh, ban tay vong qua gay Sean 16i anh vio 1ong, sau d6 1 mt cai hon moi, tha thiét nong
nan, khi né bat dau chuyén sang cuong nhi¢t, Sean day ludi Hawkins ra ngoai.

"Chiing ta can nghi ngoi, hon kich figt trurde khi ngi khong thich hop dai ndlo nghi ngoi." Sean cti dau vao ngwe Hawkins, anh biét chi ¢ nhur vy moi
binh phyc durgc n6i bat an ctia doi phirong, néu khong chi sg Hawkins s& ding phurong thirc cuc doan dén ép bude anh.

Gio ddy Sean c6 chit so hai cung Hawkins am tinh. Lic trude | vi khing cu cam gidc ap dao tir y, hién tai | boi vi anh khong hy vong Hawkins muron
than xac anh di gitt Ay mdt ngudi khac.

[t nhAt, mdt dém ndy troi qua binh tinh, Sean ngi ngon, ngoai trir viéc than thé van bi ¢6 dinh trong khong gian qua mirc nhé hep.
Hawkins tinh lai sém hon anh, tay y cham rai vudt ve méi toc anh, mdi hon én tran va chop miii anh, khiy mudn dung vao moi anh, Sean tinh lai.

"T61 cang mong moi hién tai cai girong cuia ti ¢o thé cho t6i dang rong chan tay." Anh khong hiéu, Hawkins rot cude im cach ndo dé ca mot démndm
nghiéng vé mdt phia ngt, hon nita canh tay van luon 6m Iy anh, y thuc sy da ngii hay sao?

Hawkins thuc nghe 101 budng Sean ra, dimg diy ngdi lén ghé.

Sean than lai thét lung mdt cach sang khodi, Hawkins ctr nhwr vay Eing king nhin anh.



"07:20, anh khong quay vé tim rira mdt chit sao?" Sean hoi y.

Hawkins gat dau, dira cira, "Lét nita gip."

Liic cira m3, y nhin thdy mdt bon bac ha dé trén béc thang,

"Sean, day la cai gi?"

"A, bac ha ctia t6i!" Sean ding Ién, that cAn thin nang bdn bac ha Ién dem vao phong,

Andrew t6i ic no? Sang nay, hay i dém qua sau khi anh roi khoi anh ta lién dudi theo & phia sau?
C6 I& anh ta da thdy Hawkins ngdi & ctra chd anh, cho nén moi dé lai bac ha & cira ma khong gb ctra.
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Ca truc ctia bon ho dén qua trua thi két thic, tiéu td cta Seo dén ﬁép nhén cong tac.
Ma hém nay cling Ia ngay bon ho phai di lam dénh gia tam ly.

Tlen si Grey ngdi trong vin phong, 6ng ta nghi cong tac cua minh ngay hom nay s& khong méy thuan loi, nhung ngoai dur doan 1 di turong 6ng ta cn ¢b
van hom nay lai tyr dong tim dén 6ng ta.

Khi Hawkins ngdi xudng trurdc mit 6ng ta, Tién siGrey ¢6 du cam khong knh, mbi lin Hawkins chi dong tim dén 6ng ta nhét dinh khong c6 chuyén tdt.
"Pa lau khong gip, Hawkins." Tién si Grey tuoi cuoi, "Gan day khoe khong? Cé cam gic phién mudn mubn phat tiét?"
"C6, boi vi cong viée mi toi khong thé tan tinh im cau ta." Khi néi, Hawkins ngay ca con it déu khong chdp.

Tién si Grey ho khan, 'T01ngh1rang vande nay khong namtrongkha niang glal quyét ciia t6i. Toi tin trdng bing vao kha ning kién nhén kinh ngudi cia
anh, han 13 anh s& khong vi thé mi mudn tur sat hoac giét sach nhimg ké khién anh ngtra mit?"

"Co, Andrew ctng Jill"

"Bdi vi bon ho than thiét vdi Sean qua ?" Tuy ring Tién si Grey cam thiy Hawkins | mdt nan dé, nhung ong ta khong thé phi nhén, doi khi vén dé tim Iy
ctia Hawkins c6 the coi nhu lac thi duy nhat ctia 6ng ta truéc Baghdad budn té ndy.

"Khong, bdi vi bon ho thich cau ta."
Tién si Grey nhin xung, "Hawkins, t6i ciing khong ¢ cach ndo khién bon ho khéng thich ciu ta. Con c6 van dé gi khac hay khong?"

"Toi gip Strong.......... Chién hiru trurée kia ctia White. Sau d6 t0i bt dau nam mo, md théty canh White budc vao tda nha Ay, t6i khong ngimg la hét
ngan can anh ta ding di vao, nhung anh ta khong nghe thay 101 to1."

"Sau d6? Két qua c6 gidng nhur sur thit timg xay ra hay khong?"
Hawkins im ling vai gidy, "T6i khong thiy duoc két qua, Sean lay tinh toi."
"Hai ngui tién trién khong tdi a, it nhat khi anh dang ngi, cdu ta da & canh anh."

"Béi vi khong muén lai mo dén gidc mo d6 nén toi hi vong lic ngii, Sean s& luén ¢ bén canh to1." Hawkins nghiéng di mit, suy nghil ciia y tra hd xuyén
qua vach tuong bay vé mit noi xa xam

"Anh nim mo dén gidc mo d6, c6 thé vi anh da gip lai Strong, hodc ki .........
"Hodc 1a cai gi?"
"White 1 thir qua khtr anh muén gitr By nhung lai bat Iuc. O hién tai, anh con c6 thir gi d6 mudn giit chit, anh cam thiy anh ciing sép khong thé gir

duoc né nita, cho nén gidc mo d6 chinh 1 mot diém bao ma tir trong tiém thirc anh mudn tir canh bao v6i minh." Tién st Grey nghiém tiic nhin y, "Suy
nghi mdt chut, tt clng 1a anh muon gi?"


http://ebookfull.net

"Vi t6i van khong tim durgc Montero James?" Hawkins nhiu méy, anh ta ¢6 vé ciing khong méy x4c dinh c4i dép 4n nay.
"T6i khong thé tra 11 thay anh, Hawkins." Tién si Grey cti dau bit dau ghi béo céo danh gia tAm Iy, "Béi vi d4p 4n chi c6 minh anh biét."
Sau khi Hawkins roi khoi hon mdt gior dong hd, Sean dén.

"Chao Sean." Tién si Grey quan sat vé mit ctia Sean, nhiéu ic Sean ciing khong thich Tién si Grey, boi vi ong ta thudng xuyén ¢6 thé nhin thiu mot s6
chuyén ma ngay ca ban than anh ciing khong rd.

"Chao, bac si" Be tiét kiém thoi gian, Sean chii dong huéng Tién si i Grey thamg théin, "Cho i bay gio, t6i khong mudn tir sét, ciing khong mubn s& gidng
bat ctr ké ndo no sting cho ha gian, t6i tran ngip ky vong dbi v6i viéc méy tuan nita s& chim dirt nghia vu tai Baghdad, hy vong trong thoi gian nay toi
khong gip su ¢b ma xong doi."

Tién si Grey hé miéng: "Nhung tAm Iy ctia anh khong thé tich curc toan bo, uén ludn phai cé mdt phén tiéu cuc & trong d6."

"Plng vay.......... Hai ngay trudc c6 mdt tn binh bi dia 1 nd chét, ta cam thiy rat déng tiéc cho cau ta."

"Pay 1a duong nhién."

"Nhung chi la dang tiéc ma thoi." Sean cudi, vé mat ctia anh dang n6i chinh anh tra 1 ciing khong hiéu ndi minh , "Néu I trude day t6i s& mo thiy ac
mong, 16i s& giong nhitng binh linh khac mudn tién n ciru ciu ta ma khong phai I h6 lon yéu cau moi ngudi du'ng yén tai chd, tham chi t6i c6 cam giac
néu khong ai nhéc t6i chuyén nay t6i s& quén ngay chuyén c6 mdt ngudi dong doi tirmg bi nd tan xac trude mt toi."

"Cau 1a mit 1o binh, da trai qua rat nhidu. Cau da co thoi quen."

"Nhung t6i khong mudn quen.” Sean Eic Fic dau, "Chuyén ndy néi én ring toi dang tré nén chét Bing, Hién gidr t6i muén roi khoi Bangdad nhiéu hon bat
' "

ctr lic nao hét!

Tién siGrey cau may, ong ta hoi mdt cau voi thai do rét khong ty nhién: "Véy con Hawkins? Véi anh ta, cau khong chi ¢6 tinh cam dong doi ma thoi,
ding khong?"

"Ping, d6i voi anh ta, 10 khong chi ¢6 tinh cim dong doi, diém Ay t6i thira nhan." Sean cuoi, ky thit con hon cé sy chét king trude sinh i clia dong loai,
Hawkins méi 1a nguyén nhan chi yeu khién anh muon r6i di Baghdad.

"Sau khi cau roi khoi Baghdad, cAu co thé s8 tre ]a1 bd doidac chihg hodc s& c6 mdt doan thoi gian nghi ngoi, nhung cau s€ khong gap lai duoc
Hawkins, anh ta s& bi dicu dén Sudan, cau cling biet chuyén do roi day."

Sean dit tay Ién ban, chong cam, "Béc si, vi sao t6i lai cam thiy ng vo cling - v0 cling - vO cting mudn t6i cling Hawkins thanh doi nhi?"

Tién si Grey khong nghi t6i Sean lai nhin thau sudt thi phap tm ly am chi cua 6ng ta d6i vi anh, duong nhién 6ng ta khong hé dé 16 bét ctr su kinh ngac
nao, "C6 I8 vi khi hai ngudi cac cdu ¢ cing nhau s€ khién cho nguroi ngoai nhin vao ¢6 cam giac déc biét, khien ho nghi hai nguoi thanh doi cling khong
phai la mot y kién to1.”

"Cam giac dic biét nhur thé nao?" Sean nhin chim cham Tién si Grey.

Mot gidy do, trai tim tién si Grey run Ién, ong ta phét gidc trong lin ndi chuyén ndy, Sean dang dao khach thanh chi, néu tiép tuc, chi so cude dbi thoai
giita 6ng ta va Hawkins trung turdng nhat dinh s€ bai I9.

"Rét nhiéu chuyén khoé co thé noi thanh 104, cau can tu minh tim hiéu."

Sean dimg déy, nhin tién si Grey, nhin vai, "N6i tom lai, t6i mudn vé nha. O noi nay khién t6i cang ngdy cang khong 16 im chinh minh 12 ai."
Tién si Grey dirng mot chitt, "Cau la Sean Elvis a!"

"K hong biét trong danh sach cac chimg bénh c6 thé bi niic sau chién tranh ¢6 tm than phan liét hay khong?" Sean binh than di ra vin phong,
Tién si Grey nhiu may, 6ng ta c6 mdt loai dur cam, tira hd ¢ gi d6 thoat ly quiy dao von c6 sdp bing nd.

Ma mdt khi bung nd, lai khong thé ciru van.

Negay khi tién si Grey ngan ngudi, dién thoai ciia ong ta vang .

"Hawkins? Toi tudng rang cude trd chuyén ctia ching ta da xong. Anh con gi can toi ¢b van?"

"Sean n6i gi d6?"

Tién si Grey cudi, "Anh yén tim, tim Iy ctia cau ta thue binh thuong,"



Piu kia trﬁm mic, Tién st Grey danh phai tiép tuc bd sung; "Cau ta cling giéng nhur mdi mdt o binh, khat vong cong viée chim drt, khat vong vé nha,
khang cu chét lang,"

"Khong chi ¢ thé." Hawkins noi.

Tién siGrey suy tur, ong ta ciing mo hd hiéu duoc Sean c¢6 diém nao d6 khong gidng trude day, "Nhu vy anh phai cho t6i biét, cai “khong chi” m anh
ndi d6 con bao hamy gi khac?"

"Toi.......... Cam thiy cau ta mudn rdi khoi toi."

Grey bat cuoi, "Hawkins, con ¢ chua dﬁy ba tuln nira, nghia vy tai Baghdad ctia ciu ta s¢ chdm dut, ciu ta s tré vé nude ma anh cling s€ bi diéu di
Sudan, cac anh sé& tam thoi tach ra."

Neon tay Hawkins bop chit Ky dién thoai, "Roi khoi Baghdad, t6i s& mét cau 4y."

"Vay lai di tim cau ta, bat iy cu ta. Day khong phai i chuyén rat don gian hay sao?"

"Buoc rdi" Hawkins chAm dt dién thoai.

Ma Sean trd lai ky tiic xa khong duoc bao lau, lién bi si quan phuc trach EOD - Sehir Trung gido - goi vao vin phong,

bay la ]an dAu tién anh gap mét trd chuyén Vi Sehir, tuy rang chua noi téi hdi hop, boi vi Sean di vao Baghdad hon tam muroi ngay nay biéu hién coi nhur
khong i, nhung anh ¢6 1o mo, dbi phurong rét cude mudn nbi gi voi anh? S& khong phai 1a tim Iy danh gia khong dugc thong qua?

Sehir thyc thin mét. Néu noi gios dy Hawkins 1a nhén vit huyén thoai ctia EOD, nhu vy mudi néim trude Sehir ciing 1, ong ta da hoa giai mdt s6 loai
bom thoi d6 thyre hiem thay nhung hién tai lai thurong xuyén gap dwoc.

"Moi ng61, Trung si Elvis. Dy chi i mot Jn ¢6 vAn n6i chuyén thue binh thurdng ma thoi." Nhin thdy Sean nghiém trang i chao, Sehir cudi mdi anh
ngdi & dobi dién.

"Trung si Elvis, dot uAn chuyén ciia anh rét nhanh s& chim dirt, dung khong?"

"Biing vy, Trung gi4o, néu sau hon hai muroi ngdy nita tdi van con song sot."

"Nhu vay sau do, anh c6 tinh toan gi khong?"

Sean ¢6 chit kho hiéu, chéng & anh biéu hién qué vi dai, Sehir mu6n anh tiép tuc & lai EOD?

"Khéng c6, c6 & t6i s& nghi ngoi mot thoi gian, sau do trd vé& bd doi dic chimg quén du b, hodc i xuét ngii di."

Trude mat Sehir co mdt tap tai li€u, ngdn tay 6ng ta nhe nhang co xat bén canh tua hd dang tu hoi diéu g1, "Trung si Elvis, anh ¢6 déng y di Sudan
khong?"

"Sudan?"

"Bing vay. Tinh hudng & Sudan so voi Baghdad t6t hon nhiéu Eim, tuy ring ciing cn EOD, nhung anh ciing biét d4y, nhiém vu ciing khong thurong xuyén
c6 nhu ¢ day, cac loai chat n6 cling khong qua kho giai quyét."

"Vi sao lai tuyén t6i? Trong doi quén du bi ctia bo doi dic ching c6 rat nhiéu nguoi khac ¢6 thé chon." Sean bdng nhién ky moy cam gidc duoc chuyén gi
dang dien ra, anh nhé 16 chd cong tac 6 Baghdad cham dut, Hawkins s& nghe theo 101 ctia cha anh ta dén Sudan, "C6 phai vi Howard Hawkins?"

"Bing vay." Sehir git dAu, "Anh ta rt coi trong anh, bt dAu tir ic nhin thiy tur lidu ctia anh, anh ta da chit dong yéu cAu t6i diéu anh dén cho minh."
"Céi gi?" Sean khong that hiéu, chéing I8 anh xuét hién & tiéu doi ciia Hawkins 1 do y chii dong yéu cau?

"Piing vy, It d6 tiéu i ciia anh ta vira 6 mdt ddi vién ......... anh bict ddy........ Saudé ky thét toi da rit dau du xem dura ai dén cho anh ta moi o,
boi vi rat nhiéu ngurdi sau khi dén tiéu t6 cua anh ta khong bao 1au s& viét don xin thuyén chuyen. T6i tim anh ta dn ndi chuyén, sau d6 anh ta thay ho so
anh chup ctia anh dét trén ban, va r6i anh ta ndi voi t6i muon nhin hd so ctia anh, sau do nita, anh ta nc'zi V01 t61, ‘Diéu nguoi nay dén chd t61°." Sehir nhin
Sean, "Sean, anh thuc dac biét. Hai ngay trudc Hawkins ti tim t6i, hy vong khi anh ta di Sudan anh van tiép tuc 14 hop tac cta anh ta, t6i thit su kinh
I’lgaC."
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Sean simg sot ngdy nguoi trong chic 1at, sau d6 quay dau di, phat ra tiéng cudi nhao, "Ngai ndi khong sai, trung gido.......... T6i qua that du dac

"Nhu vy cdu c6 dong ¥ hay khong? Téi s& cho cau thoi gian can nhéc, cau khong can ngay lp tirc tra 101"
"Cam on, t6i s& suy nghi k§. Gap lai sau, trung gido." Sean lim nghi & chio rdi xoay ngudi di.

Ra khoi cira i 4nh it troi chéi chang ciia Baghdad, anh néing chiéu xudng nhitng vat dung bang kim loai khién nguoi ta khong mo mét ma nhin thing
duoc.

Sean nhim it lai, ban tay nim chiit &n ndi céc khdp xurong bét dau tring nhot.

Anh d4 s6m biét chuyén minh cing Hawkins twa nhu mot hoi sai lim, nhung anh that khong ngd hdi sai lam nay bét so voi trong tung tuong ciia anh
con som

Anh nghi 6 bit dau tir e anh dimg & trurde miit Hawkins ni “Toi s& tr thanh ngwoi bo vé sau hng anh’, nhung ky tht | ngay tir khi Hawkins théy
anh chyp trén ho so ctia anh, n6 da bat dau.

Vo Iic Sean tham chi con khong biét Hawkins ton tai.
TAm anh trén hd so kia hin 1 vo cung giéng White di, cang mién ban bon ho déu xuat than tir bd doi dac ching,
Tét ca moi ¢ chép ctia Hawkins danh cho anh, phan nhiéu chinh 1 mubn mron Sean dé hru lai hinh bong ciia ngwoi kia trong long,

Sean xoe hai ban tay Judn vao trong toc, vubt ngroc 1én rdi bam chit Ky, anh rat kho qua*, that sw. (* trong dwong véi dau khd, ban loan, khong biét
lam thé nao.)

Nhung anh s& khong dé minh sa vao trong loai cam xic ndy, boi vi mdt binh lich cam xic bt on & trén dét Baghdad nay  d€ dang tir vong nhét. Anh
t0 yién cua Hawkins, vo ludn Hawkins Oom ap tam tinh nhu thé ndo ddi voi anh, anh s€ trude sau nhu mdt chap hanh sit ménh ctia minh, thang dén ngay
cuoi cung ctia dot nghia vu cham dut.

Vira m6i hit vao mot hoi lién dung vao mdt nguoi, Sean voi vang d By dbi phuong: "Thue xin 161! Toi méi suy nghi qué!”

"Khong ¢6 viée g, chi can lic do bom anh ¢6 thé dimg nghi chuyén gi khic a duoc." Ngudi mi Sean dung vao B Eric Kul, d6i phuong chi khé néng lai
kinh mét, nho nha curdi nhin vé phia Sean, "Puing r6i, dot nghia vu ctia anh sap xong?"'

"Ping vay, con hon hai muroi ngay, néu t6i con c6 the song tro ve."

Moi Eric khé cong 1én thanh mbt nu cudi kho dai, léy ra mdt cudn sb tay "Toi cling sép tr& vé nudie, cho anh s dién thoai ctia t6i nhé, ¢6 co hi chiing ta
co the gip gd mot chit.”

Anh ta giat t& gidy ra, dura cho Sean, Sean nhin nhin, "Tét, khong thanh vén dé."
Budi chidu Sean ciing doi tang thiét giap choi bong 10, sau khi vé ky tic x4 tim rira, an mot miéng sandwich lién méc quén trang di t6i phong Jill

Tén kia gin nhét sa vao mdt loai trd choi thyre nhurgc tri, chinh 1 c4i trd danh rung tréi ciy trén cdy, anh ta ¢6 thé ndm & trén girong 6m PSP khong an
khong ubng,

"Sean? Cé chuyén?" Jill md cira rdi tiép tuc ngdi vé girong, ngay ca anh mit déu khong nang lén.

"Ngi1 v6i anh." Sean tur minh di dén bén girong, 16 chén don ra, mét hudng vach tudng khong thém nhéc lai.

Jill nghe xong 161 ndy, ngén tay run Ién, Game over.

Anh ta By khuyu tay thic thic Sean, "Khong c6 viéc gi ding n6i lung tung! Tim t6i khong khoe dén nhur vay!"

Sean kh& cuoi, "T6i n6i cling anh ng lai khong ¢ ndi cling anh lam tinh, anh khén truong céi gi?"

Jill ném PSP 1én ban, nghiéng nguoi di m6i c6 thé bao dam minh s& khong ngi xudng, "Cau im sao vay? Dot nhién ti tim t6i ngi?"
"Béi vi ¢6 ngudi budi t6i s& dén chiém girong ciia t6i."

Jill d@anh mdt am thanh khinh thuong, "Céu 1 ngu ngde a, hén chiém girong ctia ciu, cau phéi di chiém giudng ctia hin, nhur vay hai ngudi ching phai déu
06 giromg ngil”



"Nhur vay di, hin chiém girong ctia t6i, ti lai chiém girong ctia anh, bang khong anh di chiém giwdng ciia han?" Sean ciing Iy tay khuyu tay thiic thic
Jill

"Pi chiém girong ctia Hawkins? Cau cho I t61 khong mubn song rdi khoi Baghdad 2" Jill iéc céi xem thudng,
Sean nhin vach turdng 16 ra vé bt dic di "Toi van nghif ba c4i chuyén thdi nat gitta minh va Hawkins con khong c6 ngudi nhén ra dau."

"N6i vé ba cai chuyén thdi nt néy cuacau......... T6i dam cé cai anh chang Andrew bén bg ddi dac ching ban be ctia cau cling da nhan ra, cho nén anh
ta moi cing Hawkins phén cao thap nhu vay."

"Y anh 3 Andrew cting Hawkins déu c6 ¥ v6i t6i2"

"Chuyén niy con can t6i ndi ra sao? Chinh cau ching phai ciing biét." Jill kéo kéo khoe miéng,

"Néu t6i B phu nit thi t5t qua, dtmg bén ngoai nhin hai tén d6 d4nh nhau, ngudi ndo théng 1 c6 thé dan toi di." Sean nira dia nira thét.
"V6 Iudn céu Ia dan 6ng hay phu nit, cdu cling khong phai la chién loi phém ctia bét ¢t ké ndo." Jill khoan thai noi.

Sean ngin ra, khoe miéng ciiing nhe nhang cong Ién, "Biing, cho nén t6i ciing s& khong 1a thay thé phédm cho bét cir ai."

Sean ctng Jill, hai ngudi cir nhur vy dwa kg vao nhau ndm trén chiée girong chét hep.

"T6i mubn ngi, di tat den."

"Pén Ja cau mudn tit, visao toi phai di lm?"

"T6i ngli & bén trong anh ngi & bén ngoai, thé nay anh di tit dén chang phai thuan tién hon hay sao?"

Jill bt dic di dimg Ién, tit dén ban.

Hai nguoi lung déan lung,

"Nay, Jil......... Liéu ching ta c6 thé van gidng nhur bay gioy, dem sau lung giao cho dbi phurong, cho nhau long tin?"

"C6 thé, néu déy a diéu cau mudn.......... " Trong béng dém Jill nhe nhang cuoi, "Toi s& khong giong bon ho, khién cau phién ndo."
Céu phia sau rat nhe, giéng nhur tur thi thio, Sean nghe ciing khong rd my.

Budi t6i chin gio, Hawkins lién giéng nhur Sean dur kién di t6i trude cira phong anh.

Y g0 ctra vai cai, khong ai dap.

Hawkins Fiép tuc g5, van khong aidap. bi dén trude cira s6, qua d6 c6 thé thiy bén trong t6i den, tira hd chii nhan khong 6. Y lai nhur may budi téi hom
trude, ngdi xuong trén béc tam cap trude cira phong.

Thoi gian chdm cham trbi qua, Hawkins néng ddng hd 1én nhin, 1 1030, y Ay di dong goi cho Sean, trong phong truyén dén tiéng chubng, vang hon ba
nuwroi gidy nhung khong ai tiep nghe.

Hawkins d6t mot diéu thude, hit, sau d6 1 diéu thir hai, diéu the ba.......... Cubi ciing ca bao thude déu hit hét.
Tur thé ctia y khong hé thay ddi, kg dura vao cira phong, méi cho dén himg dong.

sksksk

Khi Sean roi khoi phong Jill, déi phurong ding ngit khi phan n néi: "Téi nay t6i tuyét dbi s& khong md cira cho cau vao. Girrong don ngi mdt ngudi
duroi"

Sean nhudng nhudng may, di ra ngoai.

Khi anh di dén truéc ctra phong minh, Hawkins ngdi & chd kia, anh mat dimg trén ngwoi anh, ap lyc khong hé che lap, khién Sean theo ban néing nglmg
ho hap.

"Pi dau." Hawkins ngdi & chd kia khong hé nhiic nhich, Sean lm nhur khong sao ¢4, By chia khoa mo cira, bude qua bén canh y, di vao.

"Khoéng di dau, & chd ban bé ngi mjt dém" Lic vao cira Sean lién chi y t6i dong tan thude, ky tht anh that sy khong ngd Hawkins s& & noi d6 ché anh
ca mit dém

Nhung ciing ¢6 thé turdng tuong, ngudi ndy chd cang 1w, tinh tinh ciing s& cang kho chiu.



Luc ]éy ra cbe dung nurde va khan mit, chuén bi di rira mit, Sean bi Hawkins tim lai.
"Cau cd y2"
"Xemnhur di."

"Cu dang gian t07? Vi c4i gi?" Hai dau 1ong méty Hawkins hinh thanh mdt vong roi ram, y twa ho cam nhdn duoc sy bién hoa trong cach doi xii ciia Sean
d0i véi minh, tuy bon ho van la chién hitu nhur citi, Sean s€ tan hét stre Iuc bao hd y, nhung Ia ¢6 gi d6 khong giong lic trude.

Anh miit Sean déo qua hén ¢0 y, iy tay khéu én cdy thanh gid, "Thir nay c6 thé cho t6i khong? Néi khong chimg Chiia s& bo V¢ t0i séng qua hon hai
muroi ngdy cudi cung nay."

Hawkins de lai tay Sean: "Thir nay khong dwoc! O cling t6i cau nhét dinh ¢6 thé binh an roi di Baghdad."
"Clr nhu vay di." Sean it tay ra, "Toi di rira mat ."

"Sean." Hawkins van tiép tuc di theo phia sau anh, cho dit Sean nhin vio gwong bt dau danh ring, y van dimg cach d6 khong xa, su cham chu ciia 4nh
nhin khién Sean c6 mdt loai 40 giac rang trai tim anh dan bi y nim chét trong tay.

Sean nhd d4am bot kem danh ring ra khoi miéng, "Hawkins, anh ¢6 thé dimg dimg phia sau t6i gidng nhur u hon vay dugc khong?"
Hawkins lai cang nhich lai gin Sean, ban tay dat trén théit hrng anh, nhe v0 vé rdi vi vao trong 40 anh.
Phia sau, da c6 miy ngudi bung cde nurde lai day lam vé sinh budi sang.

Sean dt cde nurde xudng, anh biét budc tiép theo Hawkins mudn 6m Ky anh, y s& khong dé y anh méit ctia nguoi khéc, trong 1ong y chi co chuyén y
muon lam

"Anh can & noi ndy fuck t6i sao?" Sean quay déu lai, ning cam lén.
May ngudi linh bén canh liéc nhin hai ngudi, cudi. C6 18 ho cam thiy Sean va Hawkins dang diia gion, hodc 1 hai nguoi thit sy ¢6 quan hé tinh nhan.

Hawkins khong ndi 16i no, van nhin Sean, trong anh it y c6 mdt loai cam xtic Sean chua gip qua bao gio, nhur ki mot hoc sinh tiéu hoc khong rd vi
sao nguoi ban gai nhd clia cau ta lai phat gidn véi cdu ta.

"T61 hoi anh can phai ¢ noi nay fuck t6i sao?" Sean nhin d6i phurong, hoi ciing rit nghiém tiic, "Sau d6 toi s& hanh dong khong tién, lai sau d6 c6 vién dan
ban téi hodc 1a bomnd t6i s€ chay khdng nhanh. C6 1€ anh n6i khong sai, ciing anh mdt cho t6i that sy co thé nhanh chong roi di Baghdad!"

Khudn it Hawkins khong c6 cam xiic gl, nhung trong anh niit dd c6 mdt loai gidt minh stng sot.

Sean ciing ngy ngn ca nguoi, anh khong nghi minh ¢6 thé néi véi Hawkins nhig 10i nay.

Poi khi, Hawkins trong cam giac ciia anh gidng nhur mt cai bong béng nude, roi khoi Baghdad qua bong nay sé tan bién.
Nhung Sean tinh nguyén nghénh don sy that.

Hawkins i ngudi dau tién Sean cam thiy yéu dén thire méu thuiin, Sean ciing kinh ngac chinh minh ding dén céi tiéng "Yéu'" nay.
Mudn yéu hay khong c6 1& 1a mot chuyén thure kho xir, Sean da timg gidly dua, nhung vo ich, anh van throng yéu y.

Cho nén Sean lra chon thda hi€p, duong nhién chi gidi han tai Baghdad.

Anh ty cho minh mdt ky han, con lai hon hai muroi ngay, t61 s€ thanh thit ma yéu anh.

"The xin 161, Hawkirs.......... " Sean tién 1én 6m Ay y, "Toi chi  ¢6 chit phién long ma thoi."

Bén tai anh vang Ién tiéng hit sau ctia Hawkins, tira hd ci 6Gmndy ctia Sean rét cude c6 thé lim cho y an tim mdt chit, y viron tay dén, dem Sean ghi Iy
that chat.
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"Néu cau khong thich t6i di d& bom, t6i s& dé cho nguoi méy di." Hawkins tua ¢ bén tai Sean nhe giong noi.
Sean cudi nhe, ban tay 6m iy phan gay Hawkins.
"Néu phai dich than thédo d hoac 1 kich nd, t6i cam doan s& miic trang phuc phong ho."

"Gap phii trwong hop khong the théo do t0i nhét dinh s& tré v&." Thanh am ctia Hawkins van trong tréo lanh ling, nhung da ¢6 mdt chit ty khuét huong
vi, dieu ndy lam cho Sean cam thay do khoc do cuoi

"Liic cau khong mudn ciing t6i 4n ai, toi cam doan khong laim bt cir diéu g, nhung hén mbi va 6m khéng tinh."

Sean cudi, it nhat nhitng hira hen nay, anh tin ring Hawkins ung thuan véi riéng anh n khong phéi voi White.

"Pugc 16i, ching ta di nha &n mua diém tam rdi di im nhiém vu thoi." Sean nhe nhang budng Hawkins.

Dbi phirong nhin anh, ciing mim mdi hién 1én vé troi cudi, tinh thuan, khong chit tw phy hay cao ngao, "Sean, dau gidr chiéu ching ta méi phai thay ca."
Hawkins cuoi khién Sean ngly ngén ca ngudi, anh rét it thiy y cudi, nhung mdi An y né nu cudi déu im cho nguoi ta 16a nit.

"Vay trd vé tiép tuc ngi di." Sean quay dAu lai, ding ban chai d4nh riing chi vio y, "Bit qua anh quay vé phong ctia anh, t6i ngi trén giurdng ciia ti."
Nhung cudi ciing Hawkins van di dén phong Sean, con dai coi cdi(1) ndm & trén giwdng ciia Sean.

"Géan ddy anh im sao vay? Vi sao cir luén phai dinh dén girong ctia t6i?" Sean ngdi & mép girong, khé hiéu hoi.

"Boi vi t6i thich miii ctia cau, hon nixa.......... Khi t6i im 4¢ mong c4u s& lay tinh t61." Hawkins viron tay kéo Sean xudng, 6m Iy anh.
"Hawkins, t6i c6 thé gitip anh tinh khoi ac mong, nhung.......... " T6i khong cé nang huc lay tinh anh khéi qua kha.

"Nhung cai gi?"

"Nhung anh t6t nhét dimng lim 4c mong, danh thirc t6i, t6i s& dAm anh." Sean ding tran minh cung nhe vao y, nhim hai m¥t lai.

Nhimng ngay sau d6, Hawkins tht sur lim nhur da hira hen voi Sean, gip bom déu cho nguoi méy di giai quyét, that sw khong tranh duroc ciing s& niic
trang phuc phong hd di g& bom, hon nita khong hé tram méc nhur truwde ddy, ma s€ cung Sean lién lac.

"Tién vao khu vue 100m."

"Tién vao 50m."

"Tién vao 25m Tir Vong"

Ma Sean ciing vo ciing can than gitp y d& phong, ca qué trinh thao d& bom van ludn cang thing im cho ngudi ta ho hip déu trim trong,

Jill tra vao phia sau mdt burc trdng, vira quan sat tinh hudng xung quanh, vira ciing Sean trd chuyén, "Dear, Hawkins ctia chung ta 16t cyc tuan thi tha
tuc thio do bom."

"Sao, khong quen nhin thiy thé?" Sean ghim stng, thong qua kinh ngiim quan sat bn phia.
"T6i nghi, ¢6 18 chiing ta ¢ thé thuan loi séng s6t qua murdi mdt ngly con lai."

"Bugc 10}, v& nude 01 s& moi anh tén gii." Trong dau Sean tran ngip hinh anh Hawkins dang théo d kip nd, mbi mdt an y cat ddy dién déu giong nhur
quan quanh tim anh mt vong xiéng xich.

"Kip nd thio d& xong." Giong Hawkins truyén t6i, nhin thy y di tré v& khu vir an toan, Sean cting Jill dong thoi tho ra mot hoi.

Negay khi bon ho dem tét ca dung cu thao d& thu hdi vé trong Hummer, Hawkins c6i trang phuc phong ho, dién thoai ctia y vang .

Sean cing Jill dong loat nhin sang, Hawkins nghe may, trong nhay nit d6 rd rang ngén nguoi.

Y dimg & tai chd quan sat bn phia, Sean rat it nhin thiy trén it y cam xtic phap phong rd rét nhur vdy.

"Thyre khong ngd méy s& giong nhu mdt bé ngoan, dau tién ki ding nguoi méy, sau do lai 1 nic trang phuc phong hd, ¢ né nép ma thio do bom."

Thanh 4m trong dién thoai khién ngén tay Hawkins siét iy di dong tring béch, Sean dot nhién hiéu ra, nguoi goi dién thoai nhit dinh 13 Montero James!



"May luon nhin thiy tao." Thanh 4m ctia Hawkins lanh Io.

"Bing vy, béi vi thiét ké bom cho mity qua thrc | mdt chuyén khién tréi tim tao nhéy nhét! Thé nhung ta khong thich mt Howard Hawkins biét tuin
thi tat ca moi quy dinh cua tién trinh thao d& bom."

"Piéu d6 so vdi su trdn tranh nhat gan ciia may t6t hon nhidu."

Sean ghim stng, md to mit nhin cham chi vio mdi ngudi xuét hién & bon phia quanh ho. Montero i mot ké ¢ huyét thong Ardp, Sean c¢b ging tim
dugc gi gitta ddm dong,

Nhung nguoi nhidu Bm, mbi mot ké quen thude tinh hudng di di lai lai, mdi mdt ngudi dimg & tai chd nhin lai.......... Anh thdm chi con khong biét do tudi
cua Montero.

"Lam sao vay? Sean?" Jill cling nhin ra Sean dang tim thir gi d9.

"Jill, anh ¢6 thiy mdt ngudi dan ong con lai giita Ardp va Hoa K3?" Ngon tay ctia Sean khiu ¢ co sting sin sang chuan bj .

"Cau da t6i ddy a Sean?" Jill ciing gio sting lén, xuyén qua kinh ngim quan sét bon phia, nhung bon ho ciing déu biét day 1a bién rong tim kim

Hawkins van nam chit di dong, trong thanh 4m ctia d6i phuong mang theo y cudi, "Chéng I& tao khong trdn, phéi dimg & trrde mit may méi khong bi
coi la nhat gan? Néu vy, tro choi cta ching ta lién da xong! Hon nita, cho du tao dung trrde miit may, may c6 thé lam gi dugce? Chang & ching ta phai
giong nhur bon quy tdc ngu ngde Tay phuong so xem toc d§ rit sting clia ai nhanh hon hay sao? "

"Giita tao va miy khong ¢6 tro choi nao hét." Hawkins tra Ioi.

"Pugc 16i, duoce rdi, dot nghia vu clia miy tai Baghdad ciing sép xong, mi noi d6 ciing da khién tao thiy chan nan. Tiép theo, néu my van khong thé
théo d& duge bom ciia tao, ban cii, may s& khong thé tim thiy tao & Baghdad duoc nira."

Noi xong, cude goi bi cat dut .
Sean van con tim kiém, tirmg bude mot théi lui dén bén Hawkins, "Han n6i cai gi 2"

"Hén sép roi khoi Baghdad, néu 16 khong thé vo hiéu hoa duoc qua bom tiép theo ctia hén, t6i s& mét di manh mbi ." Hawkins gio tay ra, giip Sean
budng khu stng xudng, sau d6 nhe nhang tya vao lung anh.

Sean nhin vé phia khong trung xa xa, "Truy dudi Montero 1 muc tiéu duy nhat ctia anh?"
"T6i khong thé d& dang tha thir hin, dé hin ung dung con séng & trén doi nay."

Sean khong nhin thdy vé mit cia Hawkins, ding i boi vi khong nhin thiy, & sau trong ni tim déng Ién cam nhan sdu sic ma ngay ca chinh anh ciing
khong hiéu duoc.

Bon ho vé t6i doanh dia, Sean di vé trudc cira phong, thiy khe cira c6 mot to gidy.
Mo ra thi thay I 10i nhéin Andrew hru lai.

“Sean, chd cau trd vé t6i da di im nhiém vy, nhiém vu lan nay can mot tudn, tham chi Au hon nita. Toi biét quan h¢ gitra cau va Hawkins, nhung t6i
khong muon budng tay khoi can.”

Cii ddu mim cuoi, Sean nam chit td gidy trong tay.
Cam on anh Andrew, nhung rét nhiéu ic ching ta phai budng tha cho thir chiing ta mu6n nim chét.

Mot tun sau d6, mbi ngay Hawkins déu s& cling Sean &n, mdi ngiy ciing s& tim dén phong Sean cing anh ng, Sean khong dudi y di, chi ngiu nhién dia
ndi: "Anh nén mang ludn cd giudng ctia anh dén day 1a da bg!"

"Puoc roi." Khéng nghi t6i minh tiry tién ndi mdt cau, Hawkins lién that sy tinh toan m nhur vay, Sean hoang so.
"Anh dimng that su im vay! Néu anh dua giwong dén t6i s& di........ chd Seo va Sniper ngi nho!"

"Vay t6i s€ khong chuyén" Hawkins viii dau vao trong c6 Sean, y s& thuong xuyén hon moi Sean, d6i khi s& dot nhién thyre ding sire, am cho nguoi ta
bat ngd khong kip dé phong, d6i khi lai nhu thudn ma hru luyén.

Sean biét Hawkins dang bat an, ma loai niy bat an noi phat ra boi Montero James.



Ngay van troi qua nhur di trén xiéc day, lay dong nhoéng lén timg budc mot di vé phia diém dimg,

Thing dén c6 mdt ngdty, bon ho hoan thanh nhiém vu kich nb ¢ ving ngoai 6, vira trd lai ndi thanh 6 lién lai nhan doc nhiém vy.
Mot ngudi phu nit ban dia, than khoac vai choang den, ngdi & trong mdt chiée xe trrdc mdt cira hang nho.

Quén tri an dia phuong da thanh trudng, ¢ khu vure an toan ¢ khong it ngudi dimg vy xem

Xuyén thdu qua kinh thuy tinh ¢6 thé thdy doi mit ciia ngudi phy ni kia, nude mit hoang so khong ngimg roi xudng, hai tay nim chit By vo king, dudng
nhu rat ding stre, 0 tay rung ban bét.

Hawkins di xuéng xe, Sean cting Jill ghim stng kiém tra bén phia.

"Bom trén xe?" Hawkins di vé& phia ngudi phu trach hién trudng, mdt Thuong Gy cia doi tang thiét giap.

"Biing vy, bom chiu ap(2)." Thurong vy gio tay 1én, mot nguoi tré tudi di vé& phia bon ho, 1 si quan phién dich Eric Kul.

"Hi, Hawkins." Eric kh& day kinh mét, "Ching ta von dinh 1 201 tiéu doi khac dén, nhung ngudi phu ni¥ trong xe n6i c6 mdt nguoi da tring bat coc con ctia
cd ta, ép ¢b ta ngdi vao trong xe. Sau d6 ndi cho ¢b ta biét dudi dém ¢ bom, ¢d ta khong thé dimg day, mdt khi bomkhong chiu dp s& phat 1. Nguoi
dan 6ng kia con ndi, nhat dinh phai tim anh dén g bom, v6 ludn ¢6 gd duoc hay khong, hin s& dira dira bé kia tro vé&. Néu cho nguoi khéc dén lim, hin
s€ gict dira bé, viit xac nd dén noi hoang da."

Vé mit Hawkins the trén tinh, lic nghe tin ttrc chi hudng vé phia Sean noi: "Gitp t6i nic trang phuc phong ho."

Sean 4m thim chin dong, anh ¢ truc gidc néu qua bom nay qua thue do Montero thiét ké, nhur vay n6 s& khong chi don thudn I mot qua bom chiu ap.
Gilp y sira sang lai trang phuc, 4n mit na bao ho méng, Sean kiém tra lai bd dam

"Hawkins, nghe 6 khong?"

"Nghe rét rd." Hawkins gt gt dau.

Sean néi mot cau: "Nho troy vé."

Dbi phirong xoay nguoi di vé phia chiéc xe.

100m, 50m, 25m, mdi bude Hawkins roi di déu im cho hd hip ciia Sean cang théng,

Anh ghim sting, nhin chéim cht vao mbi mot khuén mit, biéu tinh ctia ho anh ciing khong thé bo qua.

Hawkins di vao bén ctra kinh xe, m6 miit na bao h, ding tiéng Prc ndi voi nguoi phy nir: "Toi ki Hawkins, t6i s& ¢b ging hét stre thao g qua bomndy,
vO ludn t61 yéu cau o lam gji, c6 déu phai nghe theo."

Ngudi phu nit git dau, cam run rdy, diéu nay khién c6 ta khong thé ndi ra cau tron ven.
Hawkins kiém tra cira xe, sau d6 can thin mo ra, y ndm tp sép xudng dudi, thiy qua bom & dudi ghé ngdi.
Ban dang doc truyén Scch Dan Tinh Anh duoc tai mién phi tai ww.EbookFull.Net.
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"Bom chiu ap, kip 10 ndi vao mdt bd phéan cta xe." Thanh &m Hawkins lanh nhur bang theo song dién roi vao trong tai Sean.
Chi vay thoi sao?

"Pay i dé thi cudi cling i Montero ra cho anh, nhung khong ¢ cudc thi ndo i khong han ché thoi gian." Sean ndi.

Hawkins nhiu mi, than hinh lai tiép tuc ép xudng, ban tay so phia du6i dém, cham rdi rit ra mdt cai dong hd dién tir, nb dang dém gio. "Con con lai hai
nmuroi sau phat." Hawkins tra 101
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Y tiép tuc kiém tra xung quanh nguoi phu ni, phét hign ¢6 ta khong chi thét ddy an toan, phén eo con bi miy soi day dién bugc chat vao ghé, trong d6
¢4 day ndi lin vdi bom, dicu nay c6 nghia Ia trir khi y vo hiu hda qua bom ndy, néu khong khong con cach nao khac dé gifip ngurdi phu nit nay doi di.

"Hawkins, cin cong cu thay thé khong?" Sean hoi.

"Khong duoc, 6 day dién quin quanh than thé ngudi phu nit ndy, phai vo hiéu hoa bom." Hawkins n6i xong ciu d6, Sean hit sdu mdt hoi.
Puong day thuc phirc tap, lai ndi véi dong co va mach dién ctia xe, vi thé Hawkins dem mui xe ciing mo ra.

Sean liéc nhin vé& phia Hawkins, 4m thim phong doén hon hai muoi phitt ¢6 1& khong dit dé Hawkins hoan toan d& bo qua bom niy.

Con lai khong dén hai muoi phit, Sean hit sau, tiép tuc can than d& phong .

Néu qua bom nay 1 khéo nghiém cudi ciing Montero dua cho Hawkins, nhur vy hén 1 khong ¢ ngudi 4m tham thao ting b diéu khién, boi vi day
hoan toan Ia chuyén gitta Montero va Hawkins.

Nhung khong ai doan dugc chir ngd, Sean van khong thé cho phép chinh minh tha 1ong, néu chiéc xe kia i chién trrdng ctia Hawkins, nhu vay noi
Hawkins khong nhin thay chinh [a chién trurong ctia Sean.

Hawkins da thir tim cach tach rdi kip nd v6i bom, tim cach ngin can dng hd hen gid, nhung duong day qua mirc phire tap.
Y con can tinh toan thém, mdt phuong phap cang thém tinh vi. Y nhim mit lai.

Nguoi phy ni nhin théy thé, nho giong ip lai : "Ctru......... Lamon.......... T6i con mudn gip lai con toi..........
Hawkins lanh nhur bang dép: "Im king, ding quiy rdy toi suy nghi."

Sean d4o mét nhin qua dong hd, con murdi Fim phit, md hoi tir trén tran anh roi xubng,

Anh rét mun thdt kn goi Hawkins tir bo, nhung anh biét y s& khong budng tay, béi vi muc dich ctia y khi ¢ lai Baghdad i vi tim duoc Montero, cho du
phuong phap tim kiem Montero ctia y la ngde nghéch nhur the.

Hawkins c6 thé vo hiéu hda bom cua Montero vo ) lén, ma Montero ciing c6 thé ché tac bom kiéu m6i vo sb an.

Cainay tua nhu mt phuong trinh kho giai.

"Con 10 phut." Jill cham rii lui v& phia sau, da vao Sean, "Chiing ta c6 phai nén lo ling chuyén goi Hawkins tro vé?"

"Cho mdt chiit." Con 10 van [ thoi gian m hét thay déu co thé xay ra.

Lic nay Hawkins dang 1An s& nhitng duong day, than trong cit dt mdt soi lai mdt soi. Sau do hip mit lai, chinh ly déng day nho.
Nguoi phu nir nhém mt lai, nho giong khén cAu thin linh phuhd.

Nhung néu thin cta ¢ ta that su thurong x0t ¢ ta, thi hén da khong dé cho ¢ ta bi ké dién Montero Iwa chon.

"Con con lai 9 phut." Jill nudt khan.

"Cho mot chit." Sean hiéu dugc qua bom nay ddi véi Hawkins c6 y nghia nhur thé ndo, con chura t6i ngudng “thoi gian tir vong” Sean khong thé thuyét
phuc Hawkins budng tay.

Hawkins di dén phia trrée mui xe, tim dwoc ddy dién tiép ndi véi dong vo, nhung khong thé ct dut soi day do, i thé khong nghi ngd  giip bom sém
0.

MBi mdt gidy trdi qua, c6 18 Hawkins khong hé cam nhan dugc, nhung Sean lai thé hoi qua 13 rang,
Con c6 sau pht.

Hb hép nghen 6 trong ¢b hong Sean, anh biét minh phai Ién tiéng canh cdo Hawkins.

"Hawkins, nghe théy tra 101, hily tu danh gia kha nang co thé vo hiéu hoa, hién tai chi con lai séu phut!"
Hawkins khong tra 161 anh, van ghé vao bén canh dong co dang suy ngim van dé gi.

Jill oy khuyu tay dung dung vao Sean, "Phai lam thé ndo méi c6 thé goi duoc anh ta tr v&2"

"Hawkins! Anh con nh¢ 15 anh da hira diéu gi voi toi hay khong? Ngoai trir str dung nguroi may va trang phuc phong ho, con ca khi gip dugc bom
khong the v6 hi€u hda, anh nhat dinh s€ trg ve!"



"Toi nhéit dinh ¢6 thé v0 hiéu hoa no." Hawkins tré 10 im cho Sean giéin s6i, céi gi goi | nhat dinh c6 thé? Trén doi néyy con nhiéu chuyén mdt nguoi
muon nhat dinh phai lam duge nhung ky thue cling khong thé nhur nguyén!

"T6i mubn anh tré v&! Lap tire quay lai, Hawkins!!!" Sean co hd réng lén.

"Cau ciing biét t6i phai v hiéu hoa nd." Hawkins ndi rdi, lién c6i bo trang phuc phong ho, virt trén it dét, virt b ca bo dam, sau d6 hét sirc cham cha
nghién ctiru dong co.

Jill hit sau: "T6i d& n6i ching ta khong c6 kha ning binh an vo sur trai qua dugc ngdy cudi cling! Cai tén dién kia! DO dién Hawkins!"

Con con lai hon bon phit, Sean nghién chit khop ham, 1t sting ra sau lung, hudng vé phia chiée xe chay dén.

"Sean cau mudn lam gi?!" Jill qua s hii, voi va tim Ky canh tay anh.

"T6i di 16i anh ta trg v&!" Sean ltic nay phan nd khé c6 thé néi hét, anh hidu 6 su dién cudng ctia Hawkins, s dién cudng clia y nim & chd y ¢6 thé
cham chi vao mdt viéc dén quén di ca tinh mang va tat ca moi thir xung quanh y.

Khi Sean dén bén canh Hawkins, con lai khong dén ba phit.

"Lap tirc theo t6i di!" Anh tim Iy tay Hawkins, mudn mang y roi khoi noi niy.

"T6i s& mit moi tin tirc ctia Montero! Cau khong biét hay sao?!" Hawkins ciing huréng Sean rong lén.

"T6i chi biét anh dang muén tyr sat!"

Hawkins gian tai mét, van khong nghil budng tay.

Sean thoang chbc bao nd, mot quyén déanh vao mat Hawkins: "T6i cling chét véi anh, thé ciing duoc chir gi?!"

Hawkins hoi simg sdt, thira dpy thét than, Sean tim iy y bo chay. Khiy phan g lai, quay dau nhin chiéc xe, Sean kéu to: "White con khong mubn
gip anh nhanh nhu vay! Chi can anh con séng, & bén ngoai Baghdad anh con c6 thé ciing Montero tiép tuc trd choil"

Trong mit thoang Ay, c6 1& a boi vi cai tiéng "White" nay, khién cho Hawkins tinh ngd.

Sean quay dau lai, ding thir tiéng Prirc hoc duge khong bao 1u ndi voi ngudi phy nit van dang ngdi trong xe cu nguyén mdt cau "Thue xin 161", sau d6
lién cting Hawkins chay vé phia trudc.

Bon ho chay qua 25m tir vong, hudng vé phia Jill dang dién cudng ngoic ho.

Phia sau A mot tran nd, khong khi thdi quét nhur bio tap hét bon ho ra ngoai, Sean nhao Ién trén ngudi Hawkins, khi ngd trén mat dat, Sean khong nghe
thay cling khong nhin thay gi, chi c6 cam giac gan nhur bi dap nat toan than khi tiep xtic voi mat dat truyén lai doc theo tuyén than kinh, sau do hét thay lai
roi vao trong bong toi.

"Sean! Hawkins!" Jill chay vdi vé phia ho.

Khéi diic cudn cudn toa 1én khong trung, chiée xe 6 6 bi tac tan nat, cac cong trinh kién tric & bon phia nirt v, thiy tinh, song st loang choang va dap,
giong nhur nhitng doan xuong cot tir trong phan md viron toi.

Hawkins chdm rdi dimg Ién, canh tay trdi clia y dau don ich figt, hén I bj throng lic ngdi trén miit dét. Bén tai khong ¢6 bat cir thanh am gj, chi théy Jill
ctng mdt vai binh linh chay vé phia bon ho.

Hawkins rat quen thudc véi loai s¢ hii nay.

Hinh dang miéng ctia Jill twa hd dang kéu tén ctia Sean, biéu tinh rdi rim, 4nh mét tran ngip so hai
Y cham i nghiéng d4u di....... mdi phat hién Sean guc & bén canh minh.

Trén lung anh cim mot manh kim loai, méu lan tran thdm d6 ca quan phuc. Anh nhim mét, mot dong mau nhd chiy trén mét dt........ nd nhd xudng tir
thai duong anh.

Anh nhim mit, trén i, trén nguoi B bui cat tring x6a sau vy nd.

M6t phit d6, hinh anh d v6 s6 1an xuét hién trong gidc mo ctia Hawkins lai phong dai trudc it y, chi a ngudi trong hinh anh d6 da khong hé 1a White,
ma la Sean.

"Sean.......... " Hawkins vuron tay ra kéo anh, ntung Jill 4 chay t6i noi manh mé hét tay y ra.

Ve mit cua Jill tran ngdp thinh ng, anh ta ¢6 kha nang khéng ché tam tinh vo cting t6t, ddy 1 161 nhan xét ma Tién si Grey timg cho anh ta, nhung gio phut
nay, anh ta khong thé tiép tuc khong ché chinh minh.



"Bmg cham vao cdu ta!!! D6 dién
nguroi bi thirong! Chiing ta can cap cuu!”

cu ta goi anh tr& vé vi sao anh khong quay lai?!" Jill viron tay kiém tra mach dép ciia Sean, sau d6 hét I6n, "Co

Rét nhanh c6 ngudi chay lai ddy, mudn nang Sean kén.

"Phai c4n thn thurong thé trén kg cau dy!"

"Con d4u nira! Cau ta hin 1 bi chédn dong nio!"

Hawkins giat minh vuron tay ra, trong khe hé ciia dam nguoi ban ron con chua cham duge dén ngon tay ctia Sean, anh da dugc ning lén cang.
Rét nhanh ciing c6 ngwdi mudn t6i diu y, y cur tuyét di phuong, mudn tur dimg 1én, nhung chan tréi ciing rat dau.

"Nudi anh em! Anh nhit dinh 1 gy xuong !" MOt stbinh mic ké Hawkins cyr tuyét, van d& iy y, "Vira rdi néu khong c6 anh ban kia nhao én sau hrng
anh, bi manh kim loai kia ddm tring nhat dinh I3 anh."

Hawkins khong ndi gi, chi im king di vé phia Sean dugc nang di.

Vai phit sau, phi co dén dé mang Sean di.

Jill cing Hawkins déu Ién phi co.

Jill van ding sirc d¢ lai miéng vét thirong trén krng Sean, nghiém nit, nghién chit khop ham
"Céu ta 1a vi anh m6i c6 thé chay t6il"

Hawkins khong néi 1 ndo, y chi im king cim Hy tay Sean.

Nhéan vién Y € dén doi mit na dudng khi cho Sean, con ca tii truyén mau.

"Vi sao anh khong tr lai?" Thén hinh Jill run lén, twa hd bét ctr e ndo déu c6 thé bimg nd. Néu khong phai vi Sean con néim trong cai khong gian nhé
hep ndy, anh ta nhét dinh tim By Hawkins ma dénh.

Hawkins giéng nhur pho twong, trdm niic nhu trude.
Phi co d4ap xudng, Lewis khodc 40 khoac tréing vira di vira chay vé phia bon ho, phia sau di theo mot damy ta ho si
Ban dang doc truyén Sach Dan Tinh Anh dugce tai mién phi tai WWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Bon ho voi vi dura Sean di, Hawkins xubng phi co suyt té g, Lewis d& Ky y.
"Khéng can lo cho toi. Ctru ciu ta."
"T6i s& ¢b hét sirc ctru cdu ta, ddy ciing 1 1y do dé t6i chay tir quan doanh dén day." Lewis ra hiéu, p ttrc c6 nguoi dén ddy Hawkins 1én xe kin.

""T6i1 phai ¢ lai bén canh cau ta!" Hawkins kéo Lewis noi.

"Hawkins t6i phai di thyre hién phiu thuat cho Sean, anh c6 thé tiép tuc 161 kéo 6i, nhung thém mdt gidy 1 thém mdt kha ning cau ta s& chét!"
Lewis cti dau nhin y, trong mit y ttr canh cdo kha 10 rang,

Hawkins budng long tay ra, y ta dy y vé phia bénh vién.
Dau tién 12 xir Iy tat ca miéng vét throng, chup X quang, sau d6 I danh thach cao.

Y nghi ctia Hawkins tur do bay ra khoi dai ndo, trong d4u y khong ngimg lip lai hinh anh kia, Sean ngd xudng bén canh y, y mudn cham vao anh, nhung
bon ho lai nhur bi ca thé gidi ngin cach khoi nhau.

"Céc ngudi nhanh tay mdt chit." Thanh 4m ctia Hawkins rit thip, mii con tran ngp trong khong gian khién Hawkins cang thém lanh nhur bang, lim cho
nguoi ta nghet thd.
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"Pénh thach cao khong nhanh nhur vay, ching t6i con dang ché tao 16p bo thach cao."

Hawkins nging dau n, iéu finh nhity xudng giwrdmg, nhén vién y 1€ voi vang g chéit Ky y, "Anh khong thé di bay gio, néu khong dénh thach cao s& dnh
hudng nghiém trong dén xuong.......... "

"Vay dong tic ciia cac ngudi ciing nhanh In mdt chit!" Hawkins rong 1én mot cau ndy, tira hd nira bénh vién déu nghe théy.

"Buge! Toi....... b hét sic...... " Béc si ciing biy doa dén c6 chit run tay run chén. Ai ciing thdy y dang vo ciing kich dong, khong lam theo y y khong
ai biét s€ xdy ra chuyén gi.

Thach cao mdi vira danh xong, Hawkins lién yéu cau ho si ddy y dén phong giai phau.

Hawkins ngdi trén xe lan, cam gidc hai bén vach tuong khong ngimg lui vé phia sau, khép ham nghién chét dén run rdy, chi can nhim mét lai, mrdc mt
s€ khdng kim n6i ma roi xuong,

Poan hanh lang ndy twa nhw ndi so hai dang dc vinh vo diém cubi, khong biét nén nhur thé nao tim kiém hy vong,

Rét cye di dén trurde can phong phéu thuat, Jill dang ngdi & noi d6, hai tay khép lai, khuyu tay i trén di, vai va kg khom xudng thanh mot dudng cong
cuong luc, nham mit, dau vii vao trong hai ban tay.

Khi anh ta nghe thiy tiéng xe lin ciing khéng nging dau, chi ding thanh 4m khong ¢6 chut biéu cam hoi: "Anh t6i im cai gi? Nhin xem c4u ta da chét hay
chua a?"

Hawkins nhin v& phia canh cira, khong tra 10 Jill, anh mét ctia y twa hd xuyén thau qua hai canh cira dong chit.
"Néu hién tai trong tay t0i c6 sung, t0i s& giét anh." Nhitng Ioi ndy bét ra qua hai ham ring nghién sit sao ctia Jill
Giai phAu van con dang tiép tuc.......

Hawkins nhéim it lai, twa h6 c6 thé nghe thély thanh am Fich cach ciia dung cu phAu thuit bén kia cénh cira, thanh am cia méy truyén oxi, va cé suy
nghi tinh mich trong dau Sean.

Sean, cau nhit dinh phai séng. .

Hawkins gio tay om Ry miit. Y chua timg ngdi ngoai phong phau thuat dé doi White, vi khi y nhn duoc tin, White da qua doi, nhiing gi con ngudi tlmg
vO cuing than thudc véiy ay huu lai cho y chi a mdt it ky trc va ciy thanh gia trén ¢6 y ma thoi.

Nhung Sean cho y ciing khong chi 1 chit ky trc nhd nhoi hay mot thr do vat.
An toan khong di dé 1y dén hinh dung cam nhén ctia y vé Sean.

Sean timg néi, Hawkins tura nhur chiéc hop Pandora, ngudi ta mang theo 1ong hiéu ky md nip, bay ra tir trong hop tt ca déu 1 tai dch, ns Sean, lai
chinh 1a thir duy nhat con lai & day hop, thir mang tén “hi vong”.

Thoi gian nhur ki dao, timg dudng timg duong rach qua tam tri Hawkins, mbi mot gidy déu m cho y dau don.
Rét cuc, cira phong giai phau da mo, Lewis di ra.
"Cu 4y thé nao?!" Jill nging dau Ién, vot t6i trudc mét Lewis.

Hawkins chi ngdi yén trén xe in, ngira du nhin vao mit Lewis. Cau tra i ctia Lewis ddi voi y mi noi giong nhu mdt cude phan quyét, ap lyc dé ning
Ién nhip tim ctia y, bop nghet lay hd hap ctia y, ngung dong tat ca tri nghi ctia y.

"Cau ta con séng, manh kim loai trén lung da duoc Ky ra, ngodi ra xuong dui phai, xwong tay tréi va hai cai xwong suon déu giy. Ching t6i can tiép tyc
diéu tri. Miit khac c4u ta con bi chdn dong ndo b, khi tinh lai s& cam thdy choang vang mudn non ge.......... Puong nhién day I3 chuyén sau khi cdu ta co
thé tinh."

Lewis n6i xong, Sean d duoc ddy ra khoi phong phau thuat, Jill voi v theo dén.

Hawkins dimg mot tay chuyén dong xe ki, toc do rat chim, nhung y ciing rét ¢ ging mubn dudi theo.

skksk

Sean cam giac than thé ctia minh Van troi ndi lo ling, sau khi anh tap trung suy nghi duoc, anh phat hién minh ngdi & trong mdt quan ca phé, ngdi trude
mét anh 1 mot thanh nién, dang cdm tich ca phé che ngang mit, uéng mdt hop, sau d6 mim cudi nhin anh.

"Hi, Sean."



Sean nhin quanh bon phia, phét hién thoi gian & xung quanh ho tra nhur ngumg dong,

Trong quan, c4c thire khéch van duy tri nguyén tur thé ma ho dang lam, khong nhtic nhich: ¢6 ngudi dang gio tay cing d6i phurong n6i chuyén, c6 nguoi
dang ha miéng chuin bi an sandwich, c¢6 nguoi dang d6 sira vao cdc... ma ngodi cira sd, 6 t6, ngudi di bg... déu dimg lai yén tai chd nhur trong mdt tim

anh chup.

Sean lai nhin vé phia nguoi thanh nién trede mét, quan sat khuoén mét anh ta, "White? White Hawkins?"
"L3 t61." White nga ngudi vé phia trurde mot chit, cay Thanh gia bang bac dung dura trudc it anh.
Sean day day thai dwong, nhim mit lai: "Péy ki mot gidc mo.......... Sao lai ¢ gidc mo nhur thé nay?"

"Ching ta déu 6 trong mdng, Sean. Hawkins khong thé dimg gidc mong truy dudi Montero, cdu ¢ trong gidc mong mudn biét rd minh B Sean hay |
Vincent, nhung 1 tat ca moi giac mong déu s€ dén Iuc tinh lai.......... Hodc 1a ching ta s€ chét ¢ trong mong."

"Pugc 16i, nhur vay t6i mo thiy anh ¢6 nghia gi?"

"Xin cau, hily & lai bén canh Hawkins, Sean.......... T6i v6i Hawkins chi 1 gidc mdng, nhung cau thi khong phai nhur viy."

"Anh mudn ndi rng toi moi 14 thir anh ta thure sy mudn?" Sean t vé t gidu, Fic dau, "Anh ta da hira véi t6i, anh ta ndi anh ta s& mic trang phuc phong
ho di d& bom, nhung anh ta lai da ci ra, anh ta n6i anh ta s& thuong xuyén thong bao qua trinh thdo do, khong dé t6i lo ling, nhung anh ta lai quing bo
bd dam, anh ta connoi.......... néu gip phai trrdng hop khong thé thio do, anh ta s& quay trd v&."
White nghiéng dau di, nhe giong noi: "Sean, nhung c4u thirong cau ta, khong phai sao?"

"Toi throng anh & ay, diing vay. Toi tré thanh phia sau ctia anh ta ciing i dé cing anh ta ddng sinh cong tix, nhung tuyét ddi khong phai dé chét ¢ trong
gidc mdng theo dudi ngurdi khéc ciia anh ta." Sean ciing cudi nhe, "Roi di Baghdad, t0i s& tinh lai tir trong gidc mdng ctia minh, bit ké ki Am Vincent hay
la 1am Sean."
Vé miit White toat ra vai phn uu thwong, anh ta héin bdng bién mt khoi tim méit Sean.

Chi mot thoang, ca quan ca phé lai sinh dong nhur ¢fi, ¢6 nguoi dang hoa chan mia tay vui swéng noi, c6 ngudi dang & nhAm nubt sandwich, phuc vu
demsira d6 vio cdc, ma ngoai cira s6 dong xe ¢d bét dau khoi dong, nguoi di duong di qua dai di bo.

Sean cam giac than thé minh chén dong, xung quanh chim vao bong 61, sau d6 anh sang choi mit tién vao qua khe ho tam t6i, anh chdm rdi md mit, thiy
mot khudn mat, khuon niit mang theo lo lang ctng mdi mét.

Vé mat 1 dot cua Jill gifin md ra, anh ta vui sudng chay di: "Béc si! Sean tinh! Céu ta da tinh!"
Jill chay ra di rdi, Sean nghe thay xe kin chuyén dong, nghiéng mit di, anh thiy Hawkins.
Anh hit sdu mdt hoi, Hawkins viron tay phai, cham vao mit anh, rét can than.

"Anh rét cuyc.......... Ciing ¢6 ngay ngdi trén xe kn......... " Sean kh& nhéch mdt chiit khoe miéng, anh nit ciia Hawkins von a mdt hd nude finh mich, gio
phit ndy lai twra ho c6 thir gi phai tran ra trong anh mat y.

"Sean.......... " Hawkins cti dau, tura vao c6 Sean.

Rét nhanh, bac s chay t6i, [y trong tiii ra mt chiéc dén pin nho, soi ddng tir, sau d6 viron tay hoi anh: "Trung si Elvis, anh c6 biét t6i viron miy ngon tay
day khong?"

Sean budn cudi tra 1i: "Khong phéi mdt, ciing khong phai hai, mé 1 ba ngon."
Bac simim cudi, sau dé quay sang ndi voi Jill: "Chi cAn nghi ngoi t5t, anh ta hin 1 khong con vin d& g nghiém trong,"

Jill n6i vai 16 cam ta, sau do trd lai bén canh Sean, anh ta coi nhr Hawkins hoan toan khong tn tai, "Hién gir cam thdy thé nao? C6 thiy choang vang
dau khong?"

"Lung t6i rét dau......... " Sean nhiu nhiu may.

"Béi vi 6 manh kim loai ddm vao lung cdu, cau rat may min......... Lewis n6i chi cAn su thém 2 cm, ciu s& phai trdi qua mdt cudc ph?iu thuat ndi day
than kinh."

"Tay t6i cling lam sao vay..........



"Gy xuong, nhung dimg lo ling, chi iy xuong ma thoi, qua méy théng nira ciu c6 thé om sing van dong thoai mai." Jill b né nu cuoi thure tu nhién,
khi anh ta nhin thAy hinh anh Sean ngd xubng, anh ta cam thiy ngudi chiu vu nd tin cong truc tiép phai a minh.

"Bon ho treo dui phai ctia 61, khong t0i, dui phai ctia t6i con nguyén." Sean ¢6 chiit budn cudi, "Chén tréi ciia t6i con khong?"

Jill bét cuoi, dua tay vao trong chan, chAm rdi xoa bop doc theo chan anh, "Cé thé cam giac duge khong? Cau cam tlﬁy chan trai ctia cdu cd con
khong?"

"Con. T6i khong chét, ciing khong tan phé, cam giac that khong ti." Sean ciing cudi lén.

Jill liéc miit nhin vé phia Hawkins, con tirc gian lic ban d4u tyra hd da Fing dong lai nhiéu, nhung diéu ny ciing khong c6 nghia i anh ta da tha thir
Hawkins. Tir luc Sean tinh lai, ngudi ndy s€ khong ndi mt cau, chi cham chi nhin Sean.

"Con c6 mot chuyén s& khién cau cam thiy rét khong toi | dot nghia vu ciia céu va Hawkins ¢ Baghdad déu da xong." Jill hit mt hoi, ngdi 6 bén
girong, "Cho thuong theé ctia cdu chuyén bién tot dep, cau co thé trd vé nude. Con nita, néu khong céd gi ngoai y mudn, cau duge thang chire, chuan
Lly' n

"Tét qua, nhur vy tién chinh phu cho ta s& nhiéu Ién mbt chit." Sean mudn viron canh tay Enh kin vo toc, nhung lic ndy anh moi phat hién tay tréi ctia
minh van bi Hawkins nim ly.

"Quan trong nhét 13, cdu khong can tiép tuc di theo ké dién lam nhiém vy. Pai nan khong chét s& c6 hanh phiic cubi doi." Jill mim cudi, anh ta twoi cudi
van rat dé nhin, tuy rang diém nay Vincent tuyét d6i khong thira nhin, nhung hién tai, Sean lai rat thudng thirc.

"Vay con anh?"
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"T6i? Hain 14 t6i s& duoc sip xép dén mot tb EOD khac, t6i vin con hon hai thang, Seo bon ho néi mubn t6i sang d6, khong biét ¢6 thé thanh cong
khong."

"Seo 1a mdt chién hiru khong tdi, Sniper ciing thue hio sang "

"Bing vay, t6i phéi quay vé doanh dia, néu c6 thoi gian, t6i nhét dinh s& dén thiim cau." Jill cudi cudi, dimg day chuén b di.
Sean goi anh ta lai: "Jill, dirng quén cham séc t6t cho bac ha ctia toL"

"Kh6ng thanh van dé." Thanh am ciia Jill vang lén ¢ trén hanh lang nhe nhang nhon nhao.

Trong phong lién con lai Sean cting Hawkins .

"Lan ndy anh lai mit di manh mdi ctia Montero James." Sean nghiéng anh mét nhin vé& phia Hawkins, "Ché thuong thé ctia anh lanh lin, anh s& bi phai di
Sudan?"

"Cok."

"Hy vong & d6 anh ¢6 thé gip dugc nhitng t vién tt, mit nguoi so voi toi cang dang gia cho anh giri ong tin."

"Khong ai ¢6 thé cang khién t6i tin twong hon dugc nita." Hawkins ndng ban tay Sean Ién, dit ¢ bén moi, "Cau da clru toi, lai mdt Jin nira."

"Nhung khong phai mbi lan t6i déu c6 thé, Hawkins.......... Anh tyr dua ra cho minh mdt giéi han. Anh hén 1 hiéu rt r& mot khi anh virot qua giéi han
d6, Montero James lién thing, Chi c6 khi ndo anh van giit ving duoc tinh tao, danh gia chinh xac ban than va trrong hop, anh moi c6 the dua ra quyet
dinh chinh xac. Bat ké Montero ting cho anh bao nhiéu ‘I vat’, muc tiéu ctia han chi c6 mot, khong phéi no anh tan xac ma [ nhin anh noi dién."

"Chi cin c4u van ludn & bén canh t6i, t6i s& khong virot qua gioi han d6." Hawkins néi thure nghiém tiic, thure nhan chan.

"Néu vily, anh con chua ¢6 dién, t0i s& dién roi." Sean hudng y mim cudi, "Toi khong thé theo anh di Sudan, béi vi ti phéi dudng thuong, t0i ddm cd |
toc d6 khdi phyc ctia anh s€ nhanh hon t6i. T6i can nghi ngoi, Hawkins. Hon 90 ngay nay cho t6i cam giac con moi mét hon 9 nam."

"Cau dang tirc gidn. Toi rat xin 1i vi da khong tuan thi 1o hira véi cau." Hawkins cau may, ddy lilin dAu tién Sean nghe y n6i 1oi xin 151
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Sean kh lic dau, khong phéi anh gian dbi g, ¢6 1& hon ca phén nd chinh I thét vong, "Cor ho mdi lan clng anh di lim nhiém vu 0 déu cam théy phan
nd. Vithe sau ndy di Sudan hoéc 1a.......... Cho duranh 6 noi nao déu phai nhé k§, anh khong chi c6 mdt minh, ¢6 1& Montero 1a ke thi cta anh, nhung
lic pha bom, qua bomkia 1a str ménh ctia anh, 1a si ménh dan dat tiéu to ctia anh."

"Cu phai roi khoi tiéu doi cia t6i?" Hawkins nhan ra y tir ctia anh.

"Chtia 0i, anh hdy nhin vét thurong hién gios ctia t6i xem! Chéing 18 t6i khong nén vé nha va nghi ngoi mdt chut hay sao?"

"Phéi, cau cAn nghi ngoi."

"Nhu vay Mr. Hawkins, liéu t6i c6 thé nga mdt lic khong?"

"DLI'O'C."

Sean nhdm hai miét lai, nhung anh khong ngil

Lan bao tac nay khién Sean hiéu duoe mdt diéu, Montero James da cho Hawkins mot loai dau doc, mot loai thude phién. Ciing giéng nhur mot dira tré
say mé game s& nghil moi bién phap d€ qua cira, nhung n6 lai khong nghi t6i rang cho duin6 thure s qua cira, trén thure t& n6 khong hé c6 durge thir gl
Sean khong thé giip Hawkins tir bo thir thude phién d6, twa nhu ky tre ctia Hawkins vé White cling vinh vién & lai trong sau tham linh hon y.

White I diém méu chdt trong 1ong Hawkins, c6 mdt ngay diém méu chdt nay bi nguoi phé hu, Hawkins lai tim dwoc Sean - cai diém nho nhé ¢6 ciing
chirc nang lam mau chot giong White, nhung anh chi 1a mdt thir “bua binh an” hitu danh vo thie gifp y cam thay yén tim ma thoi.

Trude khi Sean di vao Baghdad, anh cam thiy md mit. Anh can Baghdad chimg minh anh rdt cude 1 Vincent hay i Sean, lic d6 linh hon anh van con
nguyén ven. Nhung 1a hién tai anh biét linh hon minh da xuat hién mdt vet rach, d6 la do Hawkins mang dén, anh phai roi xa khoi y trurde khi vét rach nay
cang ngay cang mo rong.

Cho diranh la Sean ciing tt, A Vincent ciing dwoc, nhung cé mdt diéu anh c6 thé khing dinh: anh khong phai 1a White.

Sean biét, néu ngiy d6 ngudi goi Hawkins tré vé 13 White, y nhét dinh s& tr6 vé.

Tramtw, Sean van c¢6 thé nhan thdy Hawkins dang hn mbi anh, ny hon than trong nhur ngamhcn, da khong con sy dién cuong say ddm nhur trude. Sean
vira cam thiy dau long thay cho nguoi dan 6ng von tur phu kiéu ngao nay, vira khong kim long nbi ma nghi rang: ¢6 thé mdi lin Hawkins hon anh ba dao
say dam nhur vy, bat qua chi dé giai phong khat vong vinh vién khong thé dat dwoc voi White ma thoi.

Man démbudng xubng, Hawkins van ngdi & bén girdng Sean, ¢ ho si nhin khong duoc, di t6i khuyén y tré vé phong bénh, nhung Hawkins van ¢6
chap khong mudn roi di.

Sean danh phai 4y nay Ién tiéng: "Phién c6 dé méc anh ta & lai ddy di”

Neudi h sikia ciing biét tinh tinh ctia Hawkins, c6 ta ciing nghe n6i vé than phén ctia y tya hd c6 chit dic thi nén chi diin Hawkins nhit dinh phai giit
imlang,

Ban dém, ca bénh vién déu yén tinh, khong c6 tiéng dan ngau nhién vang 1én trong dém nhur nidm & ky tiic x4 quan doanh, Sean ngi rt ngon gidc, ngoai
trr viée khong thé xoay nguroi khien anh kho chiu.

Strc khoe clia Sean ngity cang 6n dinh. Anh muron dwge mdt ban cd, cting Hawkins choi cd vua.

Hawkins choi c& vua t6t Bim, 16 choi gidng véi ca tinh ciia y, binh tinh ma loi hai, néu bi don ép dén mot mirc do ndo d6 s& bat dau lidu inh cong kich.
Nhung méc k¢ tinh hudng ctia y the nao, Sean van khong hé thang duoc y.

Ban ngiy, ho sis& kéo rémctra sb 1én, anh mit trdi bén ngoi qua mirc twoi sang,

Ky that Sean biét, anh niit tri trén d4t Baghdad ndy ¢ noi nao cling déu giéng nhau, gay git sic lem, nhung lic ndy khiné chiéu bén suon it ciia
Hawkins lai c6 vé mémnhe 1am cho ngudi ta mudn cham dén.

Thiy Sean nhin minh nhur vy, Hawkins s& viron ngudi di hon mbi anh, ngiu nhién s& hon rit sau nhap nhung ciing rt dung tim.

Boi vi Sean ludn khong thing duoc cos vua, vi thé anh thay d6i mot trd choi don gian hon, muron phi hanh ki* clia mot dia tré dén choi tro choi cuia hoc
sinh ti€u hoc. (* may bay gidy chiang?)

Sean rot cuc thing Hawkins duoc vai lin, miéng cudi déu nhanh phai nirt ra dén bén tai, "Cudi cing i théng a!"
Hawkins nhin anh, 4nh mit yén tinh.
"Nhin t6i nhu vy m gi, t6i s& nghi minh i twong Thénh nmau Maria." Sean ciing ng6 du vé phia y, ¢6 chut vé nghich ngom

Hawkins nghiéng dau, kh& ngam Iy mbi Sean.



Khong biét c6 phai vi bj thurong hay khong, nu hon ctia Hawkins gitr déy thiéu di rét nhidu tinh p bach, ngugc lai cang nhu hon mot thir d6 dé vo, muon
tlr noi da thit cham Ién nhau d€ néi cho do6i phwrong bict, T6i thire quy trong em.

"T6i biét tinh cam ctia cac anh t5t Fim," “Ms ho si” di dén, "Nhung Trung si Elvis, vét throng sau hung anh da dén e phai ¢t chil"

Lic dau, khi Hawkins cho dii ngdi xe kin ngi1 ca dém ciing khong mudn i di, ¢6 ta da doan duge mdi quan hé giita ho khong don gian chi 1 chién hiru.
Sean nhin Hawkins, nhiin vai, sau d6 nim tré lai giudng, 40 bi vén Ién, 16 ra phin lung rin chic cling v6i miéng vét thurong,

Bac si thao chi, ndi cho anh biét da chuén bi xong méy bay, hai ngay sau s& dua anh vé nudc.

"Vay u? Chi mong cé xe lan dua t6i lén may bay." Sean dua.

"Pidu d6 I tat nhién, chd méy bay dap xudng Washington rdi con ¢ chuyén xe diic biét dua anh vé nha." Bac sivo vai Sean, sau d6 roi di.

Sean chi vao cai chin treo giita khong trung ctia minh: "Nghe n6i ci chan nay khong cd gi dang lo, nhung tay t6i thi con phai deo thach cao hon mdt
thang nira."

"Cau phai vé Washington 2" Hawkins hoi.

"Diing vay. Dang tiéc anh khong dugc tré vé sém nhur vay, nghe néi cha anh s& phai mjt chiéc may bay chuyén dung ctia Quan bo dén dén anh tro vé."
Sean cuoi, "Bét qua vi anh bi thuong, c6 1€ anh khong can di Sudan, c6 thé nghi ngoi tht lau. Hawkins, thé gioi nay khong phai chi c6 bomma thoi, anh
co thé khap noi nhin xem, dén mdt quan bar cd bau khong khi khong t61 uong mot vai bia, xem mdt by phim Hollywood, hoac 1a di dén nhitng quoc gia
thanh binh tham thi."

Bai vi White va Montero da chiém ly ctia anh qua nhiéu thoi gian.

"Néu that sy duoc nghi, t61 s& di tim cau." Hawkins ndi rat nghiém tiic, Sean thyre thich bg dang y Itic y nghiém tiic, ¢ mot chiit kho dai, lai c6 mot chit
0 chap khien nguoi ta khong the tir choi.

Chiéu t6i, Jill dén tham Sean.

Vira vio cira anh ta lién thy Hawkins, ngdi trén xe in, thoi gian da gitp anh ta binh on ira gidn, nhung khong c6 nghia | anh ta s& tha thir y, ma ¢6 vé
nhu Hawkins cling khong dé y Jill d6i véi ban than y ¢6 y tuong gi.

"Nguwoi anh em, cAu da ¢6 vé t6t hon nhidu." Jill ngdi & bén giwong Sean, by ddng phong tran mét moi. Sean biét nhét dinh I sau khi két thiic phién try,
Jill Tai ti€p tuc 1ai xe duong dai dén day tham anh.

Sau do, ¢6 ho si tién vao ndi véi Hawkins: "Hawkins, anh c6 dién thoai, moi di theo 01, 1 Sehir trung giao goi toi."
Hawkins Ian xe di ra ngoai, phong bénh chi con lai Jill cing Sean.

Jill cdm Ay hoa qua dt trén ti dau giudng, "Well, Sean......... hai ngay nita ti c6 nhiém vy, khong thé dén tién cau. Nhung.......... C6 mdt viée toi van
mudn hoi cau.”

Sean khong t6 ra kinh ngac, ciing khong hoi vin dé do I gi. Anh biét, bang su tinh € cta minh, Jill phét hi¢n ra nhitng so 6 ctia anh ciing khong 6 gi i
la. Anh cling biét Jill dén Baghdad khong chi vi quan ham Thicu tty, ma con 1a vi theé nghiém nhiing gi Vincent da trai qua.

"Cu la Vincent phai khong?" Jill dimg lai dong tic got hoa qua, ctii dau, tur thé binh tinh, nhung tim dap bat dau nhanh hon.

"Pidu gi khién anh cam thiy duroc 16i | Vincent?" Sean biét so hé ctia minh rét nhidu, "Chi vi dong tac gp chin? Hay [ vi t6i ciing timg bi ngd doc mude
cam?"

"Béi vi mot ngudi chura hé gip 161, lai biét chéic t6i ném rt tdt ¢t ném 3 diém, béi vi cau ciing thich ca khiic “The end of the world”, bi vi ciu ndi cau
tirng trong bac ha, va con vi sy amhiéu ctia cau doi véi mach hoc.......... " Jill nghiéng dau, "Toi da am tham dieu tra mot chit vé Sean Elvis, nguoi nay o
dai hoc hoc nganh hiu can, hoc thém doanh tiéu, tat ca khong hé lién quan dén mach hoc."

"Ky that tat ca nhimg didu d6 khong thé Hy ra lam Iy do, chi i tring hop s thoi." Sean mim cuoi.

"Conbdivi......... Cau cho t6i cam giac céu chinh 3 Vincent."

"Pirng méi song véi qua khi, Jill."

"Nhung Sean, céu khong phai la qua khit, cdu 1a ‘hién tai’."
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"Vay xemnhur t6i 1a Sean Elvis khéng tétﬂsao?" Sean biét, nhfmg 10i ndy da 1 cau tra 101 cho nghi vAn ca Jill. Bon ho I nhitng ngudi theo chi nghia duy
vat, s& khong tin ¢ chuyén linh hon chuyén hoén, kiep trurde kicp nay.

Thé nhung nhitng gi Sean tréi qua t nhdt da chimg minh Thirong Dé ngau nhién ciing s& dién Ién mdt in, kim cho mdt linh hén sdng lai trong than xac clia
mot nguoi khac.

"C6 tinh toén gi khong? Sau khi cau vé nude Ay?" Jill i ngAng miit lén, turoi cudi, ky thét anh ta da som chuan bj tinh thin budng tay khéi doan tinh cim
ay, Jill cam thay rang thay vi roi rim voi viée Sean c6 phai la Vincent khong, thi chuyén Sean bay gio ¢ thé song duoc hanh phic hay khong cang dang
gia d€ anh ta quan tim

"T6i mudn xuét ngil, sau d6 hoc dai hoe, mach hoc."

Jill cudi nbgo, "Nhur vy cau can thong qua ky thi ACT, tuy rang toi cam thy véi niing lye ctia cdu thi nd chi i mot mon diem tim. Sau nay cho dui cdu
di d4u, nhét dinh ciing phai noi cho t6i biét."

"Cho nhap hoc t6i ciing sdp ba muroi tudi .......... Troi a, tudi ndy con ki sinh vién?" Sean cam thiy budn cuoi.

"Cudc doi con ngudi ta cho du bt dau tir thoi diém ndo ciing khong mudn, hon nita t6i doan ring trong vong mot nidm khong chimg cau da c6 du tu
cach tot nghiép."

"Bat qua, ciing c6 thé t6i s& di lim nhan vién sira chira méy tinh."

"Nho thi iy gidy phép."

"M& quan bar?"

"Pugc thoi, toi s& nhap cd."

Lic d6, Hawkins da lan banh xe tro lai.

Jill nhin y mt cai, sau do6 cti d4u hon 1én tran Sean, "Gap lai sau, Sean."
BUIIR

"Chuyén gi?" i dén gan cira, Jill quay diu lai.

"T61i thich nu cuoi cua anh."”

"Aha, trude kia Vincent ndi t6i cudi gidng mdt tén céo gia."

"Dé lﬁl‘Vi cau ta khong du hiéu biét aph" Sean xua xua ban tay trai, anh cdm on Thuong Pé d?l cho anh mbt co hoi séng 1an thir hai, khién anh quen biét
rat nhi€u ngurdi moi, cling thue sy hi€u duge ngudi ban cii ma trude day anh chura bao gior hiéu.

Poi cho tiéng budc ch@n ctia Jill bién mét, Sean quay dAu lai, c6 chit budn cudi: "Toi cam tlﬁy bénh ctia anh von 1 ra vé hinh thirc vay thdi, cur ludn &
canh t0i, anh khong thay nham chan sao?"

Hawkins Fic dau, chim rdi ni: "Lic nay t6i s& di Miami, chd me ctia t6i, cau di cling voi toi di."
"T6i c6 mdt it chuyén riéng phai xir ly, that lau rdi toi khong ¢6 vé nha "

"Nhung cha me cau déu da mat." Hawkins nhin sau vao trong mt Sean, mudn nam Ry thir tinh tyr n y nhin khong hiéu trong m¥it anh, "Cau trd vé do
161 tham chi con khong c6 ai & bén dé cham soc cho cau.”

Liic ndy Sean m6i nhé ra, khi “minh” bi chén thirong dau tai b doi déc ching, chi cé mdt ngudi phu nit tén i Mercy goi dién dén hoi tham tinh hinh ctia
anh, ma Jack ciing da n6i, cha cua “Sean” da qua doi tir ic “anh’” méi hoc trung hoc, me “anh” cling da qua doi mot ndm trude vi ung thur phoi.

“Sean” qua that khong cé than nhan.

"T6i mubn tr vé dé ¥ qua phong & do cha me t6i dé lai, thiim bac Mercy va ¢6 em ho Tracy, con bé da n6i chd t6i trd vé Washington, n6 s& moi toi
tham gia hon Ie ctia n6."



"Nghe ra.......... Céu chura vé& nu6e da khin cip nghi dén phai thoét khoi toi.”

Loi ctia Hawkins khién Sean hoi hoi simg sbt, anh qua that c6 y dinh chim dirt quan hé ctia minh ciing Hawkins, nhung khong phai bang phuong thire
kich liét, ma chdm rai, dan dan d€ thoi gian x6a nhoa tat ca.

"Ching ta ¢6 vo s6 thoi gian."

"Cau phai goi dién thoai cho t6i." Hawkins dimg mot loai ngit khi pha chit mang ménh Iénh, noi.

'R0, Sir." Sean bat cuoi.

"Néu vé nude trong vong mjt tun con chua nhan duoc dién thoai clia ciu toi s& di tim caw." Hawkins noi.
""T61 s& goi cho anh."

"Toi biét dia chi nha cAu, Sean. Con ca béac Mercy, tht ca nhing nguoi cdu quen biét, t6i déu c6 thé tra dugc.”
Sean tho dai, "Nghe, 101 ctia anh khién t6i ¢6 cam gidc anh 1 ké theo doi dién cudng,"

"T6i chi mudn n6i véi cau, cho dii cau & bt et noi ndo, t6i déu ¢ thé tim duge cau."

Sean ngang d4u, kh& hon lén mat Hawkins.

"Hawkins, sau niy anh van s& & lai EOD sao? S& khong thir di don vi nio khac?"

"Chi ¢ & EOD moi ¢6 thé chinh dién giao phong véi Montero James, khong phai sao?"

Sean nd nu cuol.

Pay I 1an cubi cing anh héi Hawkins vén dé nay, c6 & Hawkins s& vinh vién khong hiéu duoc dung ¥ ctia anh khi hoi y van dé nay i gi.

"K hi t6i khong & bén canh anh, anh ciing phai nhd 18 diém méu chét cta minh." Sean ném chét tay y, 4nh méit Hawkins trd nén 6n hoa, ngén tay y dan
cai vao vdi ngon tay anh.

Ngay hdm sau, Sean dugc dua ra khoi bénh vién, chi cAn Hawkins theo tién.

"Nh6 16 0 cdu da hira." Hawkins 6m ly anh truée khi Sean lén xe.

C hong Sean c6 chut nghen ngao, anh guong gao siét chit vong tay: "Hen gip lai, Hawkins."

Anh ciiing 33 timg hira vai t6i, 6 tin rang dén nay anh van con thd 16.......... Nhung nhé 3 va thure hién dugc lai 1 hai chuyén hoan toan khéc nhau.
koK

Sau nhiéu gio ngdi méy bay, Sean vé tdi cb thd Washington.

Chuyén bay mét moi ciing khong giam bot durge cam gide hung phan khi vé dén qué huong ctia anh.

Xudng méy bay, mdt si binh chd sin, chao anh, sau d6 giip anh day xe kin ra thong dao.

Béc Mercy cing Tracy va vi hon phu ctia c6 da doi anh ¢ do.

"A ——con tre}i ta!" Mercy 6m chat Sean, chat dén mirc anh co hd khong tho ndi, sau d6 hon anh that né)ng nhiét Ién hai ma, "Con khong biét bac da lo
lang cho con bict bao nhiéu!"

Tracy di t6i, gitip Sean ddy xe lin va n6i: "Anh khong biét dau Sean, khi me biét anh xin droc diéu dén Baghdad ba da vo cing tirc gidn, tuy ring Bmbod
d6i diic ching ciing khong thodi mi......... Nhung khi biét EOD 1 gi, ba muén ndi dién 1én! Ba vAn lu6n i nhai ring anh mubn di chiu chét, t6t nhét vinh
vién khong can vé nha. Bat qua khong dén mot tuan, ba lién mbi ngay déu ngdi trudc TV xem tin tirc, it bao chi, vira nghe thiy vund bom tap kich nio
d6 lién lap tirc lo rdi lén."

Sean ngang dau én nhin vé phia bac Mercy, trong long thure s cam dong. Ky that d6i voi nguoi phy nix nay, anh khong c6 nhimg cam tinh ma than nhan
can 0, boi vi anh chiém cir than the ctia Sean nhung khong Sean tri nhe, anh khong r& nguoi phu nit nay doi voi “minh” ¢6 bao nhiéu yéu throng
Nhung hién tai, cd ngudi ndi voi anh ngudi phu nit ndy 1 bac ctia anh, 1a mdt ngudi thin vo ciing quan tdm dén anh.

"Ta nghe dugc tin con bi thuong.......... That su so to1 m'Ic’khéng biét phai lam gi nﬁa,ﬂta F'Ii giao duong cu nguyén, di thimmo cha me con, }dﬁn cAu
ho phuhd con.......... Chuia 01, sau d6 bon ho ndi cho ta biet, con khdng sao hét, cd thé ve nha, Sean than yéu.......... Ta chi xin con dirng khién ta lo au
nhur thé nira!"



Sean nim tay ba, "Bac Mercy, bac yén tim, con s& khong lai di dén nhitng noi nguy hiém nita."
"Sean, anh d4 san sang tham dy hon I& cila em sao?" Tracy hoi, vi hon phu ctia ¢6 mim curoi nhin anh,

"Puong nhién, chi can em khong ngai anh trai ctia em ngéi tfén xe lin dén tham du." Trén thue té hon I8 cta ¢o duoc t6 chire tai mra thang sau, lic d6
tuy canh tay anh chua thé do thach cao nhung anh d c6 thé roi khdi xe lan.

Sean clng moi ngudi v& dén cin ho cii ctia cha me anh. Nhing ngdy “anh” khong & nha, cin ho déu do mot tay bac Mercy don dep.

Lic ho di vao, phong khach khong nhiém mot hat bui, phong riéng cua “Sean” cling durgc trai ga giwong moi tinh, tAt ca bai tri déu thyre 4m ap, khi anh
ngdi xudng s6 pha, nhim mit lai, hit mdt hoi, ngiri thdy mii hong tra thom ngét bay ra tir trong bép.

"Suy nghi gi vay?" Vi hén phu ctia Tracy ngdi & bén kia s6 pha Ién tiéng hoi.

"Nighii vé tiéng bom 1, tiéng vién dan bay ra khoinong va tiéng xe ting nghién trén mét duong r6t cyc da rdi xa t6i." Sean bdng nhién hiéu duoc, ¢6 &
day m6i 1 cude song ma anh hing mong mudn.

Ngay lic d6, chuong dién thoai vang én, Tracy kéu: "Sean, c6 di¢n thoai ctia anh!"

"Pién thoai ctia anh?"" Sean duoc d 1én xe kin, thAm suy nghii minh vira mdi tr& V&, sao lai co nguoi goi dién thoai vé nha dau?
"Hi, t6i 2 Sean."

"Cau da vé dén nha ." Giong n6i mang theo phong cach doc ddo, lanh 1o nhung khong lnh khdc, chi cé Hawkins.
"Hawkins?" Sean strng st trong chbc lat moi phan g lai dugce, "Anh that sy tim duoc s dién thoai nha riéng ctia t6i?"
"Céu c6 khde khong?"

Vira vé dén nha mit liic lién nghe thély thanh 4m ctia y, Sean cam théty mdt chit vui suéng, nhung ki dong thoi lai c6 mdt it kho sap. Ky tht néu y khong
2oi dién thoai, Sean tin rang minh c6 thé dem tinh cam cua anh danh cho y dit vao mdt noi anh s& khong bao gio dung dén, sau d6 chdmrai quén.

"T6i t6t lim, anh thé nao? Khi no thi di Miami?"

"Téi ciing sép én may bay."

"Him."

"Téi s khi dang ¢ trén may bay thi c4u goi dén."

Sean bat cuoi, Hawkins khong biét anh can ban khong cé y dinh goi dién thoai cho .
"Hy vong anh c6 mdt ky nghi vui vé & Miami cling me ctia minh."

Liic nay, tiéng bac Mercy vong ra tir phong bép, "Sean, tra chiéu da chun bi xong rdi! Con ¢6 banh trimg néng hdi va banh quy bo, con phai an hét tit

ca sO banh nay!"
"Sean, t6i nhé cau."

Sean hit mt hoi, ding giong 6n nhu néi: "Anh ¢ thé tw choi phi hanh ki* dé phan tn loai tim tinh nay." (*MJot loai choi ¢, ta khong biét 1 co i
TT )

"Vi sao toi phai phan tan loai tAm tinh néy? Nhiing lic nhé dén cau ti cam thiy rat vui vé."

Nu cudi mim nd trén mbi Sean khién Tracy di ra tir trong bép véi tach tra trén tay phéai nhudng miy. Ky that Hawkins n6i cau néi kia chi don thudn
muon bay t6 cam giac ctia minh ma thoi, y tuyét doi khong y thirc duge d6 1a mdt cau tan tinh ngot ngao.

"Tét, ¢6 diéu toi phai di udng tra chiéu, in sau lai tan gau."

e Gép lai sau."

Cho Sean trd vé ban, Tracy giéu cot anh, "Sean, cudc goi d6 dén tir mdt 6 bé xinh dep phai khong?"

"Po 1 dan 6ng, anh ta ft ndi it cudi, kidu ngao tir phu, tuy nhién dang ngudi c6 thé khién nam giéi hdm md, dién mao khién cho nir gioi hét chdi tai."

"Cai gi? Pan 6ng?" Tracy 0 ra khong thé tin ni.
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"Anh ta 1 chién hiru ctia anh, c4i gi dién phu trach pha bom 4y." Sean budn cudi b sung

Tracy giat minh hiéu ra, "Anh ta nhat dinh I rét 4y ndy, néu khong phai vi anh ta.......... Anh ciing s& khong bi thirong. Bat qua Sean, vira rdi vé mt cudi
cuia anh rat giong nhu thé anh dang nghe ban gai cua lam niing,"

Sean suyt chit nita phun ngum hdng tra dang ngéim trong miéng ra ngoai, anh khong thé tuéng turong bd dang ctia Hawkins lic im ning

Tén kia cho dit lim niing ciing chi ¢6 thé k ding giong ménh Ignh mudn anh am céi ndy im c4i kia hogic chiém ly giudng cita anh, sau d6 néim phia sau
om chat lay anh khong budng tay.

Budi toi Sean ngi yét ngon gidc, Bac Mercy ngi lai nha anh, vi true khi d& bo thach cao Sean cbnNC?m ngudi chiéu ¢b. Sean tur 1én cho minh mot ké
hoach ngan han, dau tién 1a phai tham gia Tracy hon Ie, sau d6 dién vao don xin xudt ngli. Sau hon I¢, anh s€ thye hién mdt chuyen du lich dai ngay.

Vai ngay tiép theo, Sean & nha cam thély ¢6 chit nham chan, Bac Mercy lién 161 anh di dao siéu thi, cting ba chon do an, gia vi v.v... Phu nit dudng nhu
c6 mot loai dam mé khong thé hiéu ndi danh cho siéu thi, ho vao siéu thi tir lic 3h nhung maéi dén e 5hmdi di thanh toan, Sean hiu nhur bi mot loat hang
héa cho tinh tién lim cho chong vang mudn ngit.

Vé dén nha, Bac Mercy lién bat dau kim bita tdi.

"Lam mi éng format droc khong bac Mercy?" Sean vira nhén nit md TV vira hoi.

"O con trai ta, trude kia con dau ¢ thich format."

Sean Am tham thé ludi: "Tir sau i bi chn throng & dau, con lién théy hurong vi ctia format thue khong toi."

Hai ngurdi ndi chuyén phiém vai cau, dién thoai lién vang, Sean chuyén xe kin sang phia dién thoai, "PAy 1 nha Elvis."

"Sean, bubi chiéu cau di noi nao?" La Hawkins.

"Ciing bac Mercy di siéu thi, mua vai thir." Thanh 4m vang Ién bén kia dién thoai qua nhién khién Sean c¢6 chit caing thing,

"Cu da dong ¥ s& goi dién cho t6i modi tudn."” Giong Hawkins ¢6 chit trm thip, nhung khong phai hon gidn, c4i logi tam tinh néy Sean chua timg nhén
thiy &'y trude déy, n6 ¢6 vé nhur B........ Ué odi.

"Nhung con chura qua mdt tuan, khong phai sao?" Sean trdn an y, "Anh ciing biét em géi t6i sap két hon, moi chuyén déu c6 vé voi vang, Thét ra néu anh
khong goi cho t6i, ¢6 thé t6i s& goi cho anh." Chi 1 "C6 thé" ma thoi.

"Khi ndo thi ¢ dy cir hanh hon 182"

"Con chura dén mot tudn, anh s& khong thé twéng twong ndi con bé ban rén cubng quyt biét bao nhiéu." Sean né nu cudi, "Anh va me anh thé nao?"
"Ba 4y thich tu hoi, thich rrou ngon, con ¢6 ca nhimg g tudi tac so v6i toi con nho dang tan tinh ba."

"Nhur vdy Hawkins phu nhan nhat dinh B mdt ngudi phu nit quyén rii mé hon."

"Cho ta sb dién thoai cAm tay cta cau di, toi khong mudn goidién dén nha cau lai khong gip duoc cau.”

Sean nhuréng may: "Toi con tudng ngay ca sd may ca nhén ciia t6i anh déu c6 thé didu tra duroc?"

"N6i cho 6i di, Sean." Hawkins van ngén gon nhur trudc, nhung di khong c6 vé ap bach nhu ngiy con & Baghdad.

Bonho tiép tuc tro chuyén thém vai cau.

Ky that khi nhdn duge dién thoai cta y, Sean cc,') mot chitt vui sudng, nbéuanh khong goi dién thoai cho y, ma khoang cach giita cac lan Hawkins goi dién
cho anh cang ngay cang thira thét, c6 phai la mbi quan hé cua ho da xong?
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Thyre su, Sean van c6 chit khong dirt bo duoe, di sao Hopkins ciing 1 ngudi ma anh d3 dimg tinh mang di yéu.
Cudc dién thoai ndy d3 kéo Sean vao chudi ngay chd doi.

Trude khi hon € ciia Tracy dién ra, Sean d& thach cao trén di, diéu ny ciing gitip anh thoét ly xe lin.

Khi anh cting Bac Mercy di vio bii d xe ctia bénh vién, c6 ngudi goi anh.

"A—— Sean?"

Sean nhin lai, thdy mot thanh nién deo kinh triing méc 4u phuc dang di vé phia nay.

"Eric?" Sean hau nhur khong nhén ra ngudi nay I siquan phién dich tai Baghdad, hinh nhu trong khoang thoi gian niy anh ta cling d& hoan thanh dot
nghia vy, khong ngd nhanh nhur vy da vé t6i Washington, "Anh khong méc quan phuc t6i lién sap nhan khong ra 1a ai!"

"Téi nghe n6i anh bj thirong kha nghiém trong, con phéi vao bénh vién m ICU!" Eric di vong quanh Sean mdt vong, "Bat qua toi thdy anh c6 vé ciing
khong t¢ lam, thach cao trén tay bao gio thi thao duoc?"

"Con phai doi thém mdt tuan." Sean gitp Bac Mercy bo do trén xe ddy vao cdp, "Béc, con gip ban cil, cho nén..........
"Pi thoi, di thoil" Bac Mercy cudi véi Eric, "My thir nay khong ning, tur ta ¢6 thé bé ching vao nha."

"Vay con Eric? C6 ranh clng ti udng tach ca phé khong?"

"Puong nhién i ¢6, hom nay t6i chi dén bénh vién dé Iy mdt phén béo céo cho anh trai t6i ma thoi, t6i biét mdt tiém ca phé khé ngon & quang trurong,"

Hai ngurdi dén quan ca phé ma Eric gi6i thiéu, hom nay khach rit it, bon ho tim mdt vi tri gin cira s, ngdi xudng. Sean goi mdt tich Blue Moutain, Eric
goi mit tach Latte.

Hai nguoi n6i chuyén phiém that lau.
"Vay sau nay anh c6 du dinh gi khong?" Eric hoi.

"Ky thét ciing khong c6 gi, loai cude séng yén binh nay rat tuyét. Co ngudi ndi da ra chlen trurong 10i, tré vé kho thich img duoc véi cude sdng hang
ngdy ctia ngudi binh thrdng, nhung t6i lai cam thiy cude song khong c6 nhitng dot tuan tra, khong cé bomndy rat dang quy.”

"Vay sa0?" Eric kh& nhiu may, "Toi nghe n6i chd anh nghi ngoi xong quay vé bd doi dic ching bao danh, bon ho ¢6 thé s& diéu anh dén quén doi cia
Trung tudng Hawkins."

"Cai gi?" Sean ngiy ra mot ltic, "Vi sao lai diéu t6i dén d6?"

Nu cudi tao nha lich thiép ctia Eric ¢ chut an y: "Puong nhién [a vi chién hitu cii ctia anh, Howard Hawkins, ¢4 & anh ta mudn tim mdt noi an toan dé
coi chirng anh."

Néu binh thudng, anh c6 thé thiy chuyén ny thure v& van, nhung Ry tinh cach ctia Hawkins na ndi, khong gi i khong thé.

"B6 qua cho sur durong dot ciia ti, nhung qua thyre 1 mdi lan thiy anh cing Hawkins & canh nhau, t6i s& thiy hai nguoi.......... N6i nhur thé ndo nhi, hai
nguoi cho nguoi ta cam gidc so voi chien hitu hodc 1a ngurdi hop tac cang théman y."

"An y? Péy Ia 10i n6i hai hude nhit ti timg nghe dwoc. Sur an  duy nhét giita ching t6i chinh 1 anh ta khong ngimg pha bom tréi thii tuc, sau d6 khién
t01 cang thém dé phong. Lan nay hai ching t6i bi thuong chang phai vi the hay sao?" Sean so so dau, "Ky that ngay hom qua t6i da trinh don xin xuat

ngu.
Eric tua hd doan trudc Sean s& lya chon nhur vay: "Vi sao t6i lai 6 cam giac ké dién Hawkins s€ vi vay ma dién loi hai hon?"

"Ngudi anh em, hily nhin canh tay ciia t6i ndy, t6i khong c6 tim tur di quan timai d6 dién hay khong dién." Sean s&r s i, [y ra mot tim thiép moi,
"Tuan nay c6 emho ctia t6i s€ két hon, c6 ranh thi dén nhé."

Eric nhan By thiép moi, cudi ndi: "Puong nhién 1 ¢6 ranh."

Vé dén nha, Bac Mercy lién n6i cho Sean: "C6 mdt vi tén 1a Hawkins, tu xung I3 ban cua con goi dién dén, anh ta n6i khi ndo con tré vé thi goi lai cho
anhta."

"Con biét roil" Sean the dai, ngwoi ndy s& khong dinh mdi ngiy déu goi dién thoai dén déy di? Trong nha c6 mt my dién thoai ban dt trong phong
khac, mbt may ndi tuyen trong phong riéng ctia anh. Sean rit phich cam dién thoai, sau do It 6ng nghe ndi tuyen trong phong minh lén, du sao néu Tracy

goi may ban khong duoc, ¢ s€ goi vao miy cam tay ciia me minh.

Nam ¢ trén girdng, anh ciing hiéu dugce hanh vi ctia minh ¢6 chit ngdy tho. Anh hén phai néi cho Hawkins biét anh khong phai d White ctia y, nhung



anh ki khong thé nhéic dén c4i tén kia trudc méit y. Anh ciing khong mudn khuyén Hawkins budng tha cho viée truy dubi Montero, béi vi Montero | mot
phwong hurdng dan Hawkins di tiép trong cude doi minh.

Cubi tudn da dén, Sean mic tay trang,

Hon I8 ciia Tracy duoc t chirc & ngoai troi, theo kiéu picnic. Ngudi dén tham du rét dong, ¢6 18 boi vi chii ré | quan Iy b phén tiéu thu cia mdt cong
ty ndo d6. chinh Ia mét cd hon Ie.

Trong ca hon I8, ngudi mi Sean biét duoc co hd khong c6 ai, may mi anh da mdi Eric.
Loi thé truée Chia dién ra dep nhu trong dién anh.

Khi Tracy huéng vé phia cac nit tin khach ctia minh tung hoa, ¢6 & vi ¢6 qua kich dong m bo hoa bay véo dén trude ban ctia Sean, tap ngd mt ly
ruou, sau dé bo hoa ndy Ién roi vao trong long Sean.

Eric hurdng anh néng ly: "Chiic nirg anh, Sean.”

"Bugc 1i......... " Sean cam Ky bo hoa, n6i vai cac quy cd, "Cac quy ¢d than mén! Lan ndy mdi céc vi bit cho chun xéc nhé!"
N6i xong, anh lai mbt lan ni¥a tung bé hoa 1én, nhin céc c6 gai viron dai canh tay héo hirc, anh mim cuoi.

"Phu nit ky that la mdt loai dong vat thuc dang yéu."

Eric nghe thiy bén than cudi: "Déng tiéc Hawkins s& theo dudi anh khong tha."

Budi ti ngy hom do, Sean khoac ba 16 1én vai.

Béc Mercy duing 6 cira, ¢6 chit lo léng, "Con trai, thach cao trén tay ctia con con chua dg, khong can phai vi va di du lich nhur vay. Con con tAt nhiéu

"

"Chinh vi ching ta luén cam thdy minh con rat nhiéu thoi gian nén mdi tr tao ra cho minh nhidu tiéc nubi nhur vAy." Sean cudi dira cira, "Gitp con chim
séc can hd ndy, con yéu bac!"

"Ta ciing yéu con, thing nhdc hur hong khong biét mét moi nay." Bac Mercy that sau tho dai.

Sean ngin lai mot chiée xe taxi, di ,sén bay. Anh c6 du cam, Hawkms nhét dinh s& goi rat nhiéu cude dién thoai, ma 1An ndo ciing khong chuyén duoc.
Theo nhu tinh cach ctia y, chi sg rat nhanh y s€ tir Miami chay dén Washington.

Anh biét Hawkins s& di tim minh, néu y tim dugc anh, vy thi Sean s& hoi y khi nao thi co thé cham dirt chuyén tim kiém bong Qéng ctia White trén nguoi
anh. Néu y khong tim thay anh, hodc Ia c6 mdt ngay y dirng lai, nhu vdy Sean bict, tinh cdm ma anh danh cho y cling c6 thé cham dut.
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Hau nhur ngay vao lic Sean dén duoc san bay, Hawkins ciing d t6i trude cira nha anh & Washington.

Nghe thiy chudng cira vang, Bac Mercy tir Ju hai di xubng dudi, ba tuong Sean quén dd, "Sean.......... " Cira m3, ba lai nhin thiy mot thanh nién anh
tuan miic 40 so' mi dung 6 ngoai ctra. "Anh la..........

""T611a ban cta Sean, Howard Hawkins."

"A, chién hitu ctia Sean & Baghdad diing khong? Cau da timg goi dién cho thing bé vai lan." Bac Mercy mdi Hawkins vao nhé, "Cau dén that khong
dung lic, Sean di du lich."

"Du lich? CAu ta di tir lic nao?" Hawkins cau miy.
Béc Mercy bi khi thé lanh trdm ctia y khién cho siing lai, "Pa hon hai tiéng dong hd, biy gios hén i da am dang ky."

Hawkins bét day rdi di, dén cira, y quay du lai ndi mot cau, "Gap lai sau, bac Mercy."
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Y dira cira, don mdt chiéc taxi chay tdi san bay.
O trén xe, y iy dién thoai cAm tay ra goi cho mdt nguroi.
"Piéu tra xem mdt ngudi tén B Sean Elvis di chuyén bay nao? Céu ta mt quan nhan."

"Lam sao vdy, khong bat duoc bao bdi ctia minh sa0?" Péu bén kia dién thoai, mot giong nit kéo dai tréu gheo: "Ta da sém ndi phuong phéap niu giir dan
ong va phuong phap gitt lay dan ba khdng han giong nhau, hai nguoi......... "

"Me, con can s6 hiéu chuyén bay." Hawkins ngin gon cit ngang 101 nguoi phu nit dang ¢6 xu thé thao thao bét tuyét.
"S6 tai khoan ctia hén?"
"Con khong biét." Hawkins nhiu mi.

"Con yéu, 1An sau nhit dinh phai hdi ré gé tai khoan ctia hin, boi vi ching ta C(:) thé nghirbién pha':p dong bang tai khoan, hoac khi $6 tai khoan gﬁa hin
duoc str dung & noi ndo, chiing ta ¢6 thé nho ban bé & dia phurong gitt chan hén lai, khién cho hén trir & bén canh con ra khong con chd nio dé di."

"S6 hiéu chuyén bay." Hawkins néi xong lién clip dién thoai.

Hon mdt gir sau, Hawkins t6i san bay, y nhin duge dién thoai ctia mu than dai nhan.

"Con yéu, han Ién chuyén bay di New York, ngodi ra, hién tai han da ra khoi cira kiém tra ctia sin bay, ta von dinh khéu lu hén nhung khong kip roi. "
"Vay hily bao dam lic cau ta roi khoi New York ngudi ctia me c6 thé bit dugc cau ta." Hopkins dén trude quiy ban vé, mua vé di New York.

"Bét qua néu hin di xe tra hodc 1a di bo, ta lién bét luc. Con ta, chic con may min."

skkesk

Gid phut niy, Sean don mt chiée xe taxi dén nha nghi.

Noi ny 13 noi Vincent Mann 16n Ién, miic di hién tai anh tré thinh Sean, nhung diéu d6 khong thé thay déi ring anh vo cing quen thudc thanh phd nay.
Ngiy mai anh mudn di dén khu md vién, diéu nay ¢ chit budn cudi, chinh minh di cho chinh minh thim mo.

Hawkins ha phi co, tiép tuc goi dién thoai. Miic dui ban dau khong co ngudi nhic méy, nhung Hawkins phat huy tinh thin c6 chip ctia y, goi mii cho dén
khi d6i phurong nhac may moi bo qua.

Piu bén kia dién thoai hién nhién dang tién hanh loai van dong vé démwira kich dong wira sang khodi bac nhit, "Me n6! Hawkins, cdu c6 biét hién tai A
may gio 161 khong?"

"Johnny, t6i can anh gifip t6i iy cho t6i bang theo ddi viéc sir dung thé tin dung ctia mdt ngudi tai New York."
"Pugc 16i, giri tén ctia hén vao dién thoai cho t6i, sang mai t6i gitp cau y."

"T6i can ngay by gio."

"Lay Chiia, dac vu ctia FBI cling can duoc ngual"

"Vay ngiy mai dua cho t61." N6i xong lién ctip miy.

Ngudi dan ong bi quiy riy hung tri ndm sip én ngudi “vuru vat”, bt déc di thd dai, "Lisc trude anh ¢6 bind chét ciing khong nén dé ngudi ny ciru, ca
doi thi€u han no an tinh!"

Sang sém, Sean tra phong, mang theo hanh Iy. Anh mua mot bdn bac ha nhé & mt cira hang ban hoa, sau d6 ngdi nhidu tiéng ddng hd trén xe bus dé
dén khu md vién.

N6i thure ra, anh cin ban khong biét minh dwoc an tang ¢ dau, chuyén ndy c6 vé that khoi hai.

Du6i anh sang ban mai, md vién cling }(héng ¢6 vé lanh I€o, cac ngdi mo nam chinh t& dia san sat. Céay xanh bao trum trén md dia, giéng nhu day khong
phai Ia noi dirng chan ctia nhitng gi thiéu sinh khi.

Sean di qua tirg ddly, timg ddy, r6t cuc thiy tén Vincent Mann.



Anh chim ri budng bon bac ha nhd xudng, ngdi xdm phia trrde md, cuoi khd mot tiéng: "Hi, Vincent!"
Anh bdng ¢ rt nhidu diéu mudn néi véi md bia ndy, nhung nhét thoi lai khong biét phai bt dAu tir dau.
Liic nay, phia xa xa ¢ mt co gai di téi, dirng lai bén canh anh.

"Anha.......... ban ctia Vincent?"

n

Sean ngang dau, cimg ngc goi tén cd gai, "Emily..........

Emily cé chut kinh ngac, "Anh c6 biét tén t6i, xemra anh that 1 ban ctia Vincent."

mang thai va két hon, hién tai nhor t01, ly do nay thuc khoi hai.

"Pling vy, ching t6i 1a ban."

"Cin cir khong quan T25?" Emily diit bé hoa loa kén xudng, nhin bn bac ha nho va cudi, "Sao t6i lai quén mét nhi, ky that anh Ay thich nhat 1 bac ha."
"Khdng ngd ¢d con nhd 16 cau ta." Sean hoi mim cuoi.

"Anh dy I nfn tinh dAu cta t61." Emily ngdi xudng bén canh Sean, "Ky thyre t6i da trao cho anh 4y nhiing gidep nhét ctia doi toi. Vi du nhu ny hon dau
tién, va cd Andau tién.......... Hién tai nght lai, tuy rang tir sau khi anh dy di vao can ctr khong quén thi anh ay khong thuong 6 bén t6i nita, nhung toi
nghi, nhét dinh anh Ay rit muén cho t6i tht nhiéu tht nhidu diéu tot dep, chi 1 toi sg hii sur co don khi anh dy khong & bén ti, vi thé toi da n¥t anh 4y."
"Nhitng Ioi ny dimg dé chong ctia ¢6 nghe thdy, anh ta s& ghen!" Sean mim curdi.

"Xem ra hai nguoi I ban thén, bang khong anh a ay s& khong cho anh biét anh Ay thich bac ha, con ca chuyén cta toi nita. Han ki anh 4y con cho anh xem
anh ctia t6i, bang khong lam thé ndo vira nhin thiy t6i anh da goi dugc tén?"

"Ding vy, cAu ta n6i véi ti cd B mdt b g tot."

khong ngai em va ban ctia anh cling di uong mot ly chiar?"
"T61 nghi cau ta khong ngai." Sean cudi noi.

Lic ndy Hawkins dang ngdi trén xe di dn nha tro ma t5i qua Sean d ¢ lai, ban ctia y n6i cho y biét t6i qua Sean da ding thé tin dung & ddy. Nhung khi
y t6i, nhin dugc ciing chi 1a tin Sean da tra phong,

"Shit!" Hawkins c6 cam giac thuc thit bai.

" .. Nhung t6i thiy anh ta sang cira hang ban hoa ¢ phia ddi dién trrdc khi di." Nguoi phu nit & quéy tiép tan thiy y c6 vé thue ndng long bén bd sung
thém mot cau.

"Cam on!" Hawkins di dang phd ddi dién. Chi ctra hing ban hoa I mdt ngudi phu ni tré, dira con nho ciia ¢6 dang ngdi trén mot chiéc ghé xinh xin
choi biip bé.

Hawkins di vao ciing khong han huyén du thira gi, y tnre tiép dura anh ctia Sean ra trude mit ¢d, "C6 c6 timg gip ngudi ny khong?"
"Séng nay anh ta da dén ddy mua hang."

"Mua cai g ?"

"Bac ha, mdt bdn bac ha nho."

B¢ gai ngdi trén chiée ghé nho ngAng dau Ién n6i: "Chu Ay n6i, chi Ay mubn di khu md vién thim mdt ngudi ban."

"Pring diing, t4i gi6i thiéu voi anh ta mdt it hoa loa kén, nhung anh ta néi chi can bac ha 1 du roi."

"Anh ta c6 nhéc t6i di khu md vién nao khong?"

"Khéng, vimg ngoai 6 New York c6 dén vai khu."

"Camon."



Hawkins hit mdt hoi, di ra khoi cira hang ban hoa lai goi cho Johnny, "Gitip t6i tra xét xemmdt binh linh tén 3 Vincent Mann dugc chén cit & dau. Anh
ta tirng I€ thudc cén cir khong quan T25, sau lai xin dugce dicu dén Baghdad EOD, dén dau nim nay thi hy sinh."

Dién thoai bén kia, Johnny ¢6 chut bt dic di, "Rét cude cau lim sao vay?"
"Tin trc sang nay anh cho t6i da cham."

Johnny hiéu y Hawkins, v 1 An nay van dé y dua ra phai ngay p tirc ¢6 duoc dap an. Vai phit sau, Johnny tré 11 y: "Nigoai 6 New York vi tri
T235."

"Cam on." Hawkins ctp Ién dién thoai, danh xe di t6i khumd vién kia, tim dugc md ctia Vincent.
Trude md cb6 mot bo hoa loa kén va mdt bdn bac ha nhé.

Hawkins nhin xung quanh, hom nay khong phéi cudi tun, khip md vién chi c6 mot minh y.

Y cti dau xubng, md ctia Vincent 1 & day.

"T6i mubn tim cu ta.......... Céu ta lai khong mudn gp t6i. Ky that lic & Baghdad t6i da biét.......... Roi khoi Baghdad, t6i s& khong thé giir chit Ay cau
ta bén minh nhur khi & quan doanh."

Hawkins ngdi x6m xudng, dura tay cham Ién md bia.

"Cu ta dén tham anh, viy cdu ta ¢ néi qua toi phai im nhur thé ndo mdi c6 thé giit Ay cau ta?"

"Cu ta c6 n6i cho anh biét, visao......... Cau ta khong mudn gap 612"

Di dong rung 1én, phu nhan Hawkins goi toi.

"Con yéu, con da tim duoc chii chudt nhd dang an ndp kia chura?"

"Van chua. Nhung hin 12 cau ta van con & New York." Hawkins tam durng mot chit, "Me, dong bang tai khoan ngan hang cua cau ta di"

"Tét, nhur vy héin nhat dinh s& di ngin hang, sau 6 hén s& bj khau lru, con chi cin giéng mot ngudi anh hing giai ciru hén & dugc." Hawkins phu nhan
nghi nghi, "Hoéc 14 han s&€ danh cho con mdt tran toi boi."

Sean ngdi xe ctia Emily vé t6i ndi thanh, ho ngdi trong mdt quan ca phé.

"Mt ly Blue Moutain, mit ly Cappucino, thém mdt phén banh quy bo." Sean néi xong, Emily lién gidt minh.

"Sao vay?"

"A, khong.......... Khong ¢6 gi!" Emily mim cuoi, "Ngay trude khi ti cing Vincent hoc trung hoc, sau gio hoc ching t6i s& dén quén ca phé nay. Binh
thurong thanh nién s& thich xem phim hodc nhitng hoat dong ndo nhiét, nhung chiing t6i thich ngdi & chd nay n6i chuyén phim. Vira roi cach anh goi ca
phé giong hét anh ay."

"C6 nhé rét 16 chuyén vé ciu ta." Sean mim cudi, gio anh da biét néu ngay Ay thay vi ngdi trong cn cir ubng say dén hon thién 4m dia, néu anh tim dén
Emily, n6i cho c6 bict anh yéu c6, chang s¢' c6 c6 mang dira bé ctia nguoi khac cling s€ khong dé y, 6 & bon ho s&€ c6 mot két thiic khac.
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"Cénh tay cta anh.......... Bi thwong & Bagdad?"
"Bing vay, lan d& bom cudi cing, bi nd bin ra ngoai."

"Anh van con sdng, d6 m6i 1 chuyén déng mimg nhét." Than sic cta Emily am dam lai, ¢6 18 1 lai nghi t&i Vincent, "Khi ndo thi d& thach cao?"
"Vén 1a hom nay, nhung t6i d3 gip c6 va gio thi ching ta & day."

"Khong sao, udng xong t6i s& dira anh dén bénh vién, con thoi gian ma, phai khong?"
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Emily thit sy dua Sean dén bénh vién, thach cao da duge do ra, nhung vao lic xoat thé, anh lai dugc thong bao réng tai khoan ctia anh da bi dong
bang,

"Sao lai thé? Tai khoan cta t6i sao lai bi dong bang?" Sean kinh ngac, anh déi mot chiéc thé khac, két qua van bj déng bing

Lic ndy, lién ngay ca c6 ho si déu ding anh mét ky quéi nhin anh.

Sean danh phai diing tién it tra phi, m lic ndy tién mét ctia anh chi con lai ¢ mdt to 1008 that phéing phiu.

Bén canh anh, Emily gio tay nhin dong hd, "Con mot it thoi gian nira moi dén lic ngéin hing dong cira, néu khong chiing ta di hoi mot chit di."
"C6 khong so t6i 1 ké xu hodc 1 ké lira dao g d6... sao?" Sean gio' gio thé ngin hing ctia minh, "Ngudi t6t s& khong bi dong bing tai khoan."
"T6i tin anh." Emily nghiéng nit nhin vé phia Sean, "Anh 1 ban ctia Vincent, t6i tin tuéng dnh it ctia Vincent."

Emily cting Sean di dén mdt ngan hang & gan nht.

Sean trinh bay muc dich ctia minh trén quiy, dwa ra ID va gidy chimg nhan quan nhan. Nhan vién kiém tra trén méy tinh, sau d6 con rét can than so lai
anh trén giay to voi nguoi, sau d6 dam chiéu liec nhin Sean.

"Rét xin 161, tai khoan clia ngai qua thit bi dong bang, bén d& nghi dong bang ciing chi dinh dich danh ngai, tén, ID, mé s6 ching nhén quén nhan déu
khong sai."

"Nhung tat ¢ tai chinh trong tai khoan ciia t6i déu I thu nhap hop phap, xin c6 hiy goi dién thoai xac nhan lai mot JAn nira, dugc chi?" Tuy ring trong
long buc bdi, nhung Sean tan lyc gilt vimg thai dd lich sy. Chuyén ndy thue ky la, ban than anh 6i Bagdad xut sinh nhdp tir vt va moi cam duoc nira
cai mang vé& dén My, nhung tai khoan lai bi d6ng bang

Nhan vién goi thém mdt cude dién thoai, ndi mot hai cau lién Bp tirc nhin Sean cudi xin 163, "C6 mdt chit vén dé thude vé& CIA, viée dong bang tai khoan
cuia ngai [a nham lan, xin ngai hily dén vén phong bén kia chd mit Iat, quan Iy clia chiing t6i s€ ty minh dén tiép ngai."

Emily nhin vé phia Sean: "Anh xem, khong sao 10i d6 thoi?"

Sean cudi ctng thd' dai nhe nhdm, "Toi con dinh di Hawaii phoi ning dau!"

"A, xemra anh d 1én mdt ké hoach du lich dwong dai rat ti mil"

Hai ngudi ciing di dén vin phong quén Iy, d6i phurong rt nhiét tinh moi ho ca phé.

"Xin hoi tai khoan ctia t6i khi ndo thi c6 thé tuyét tan?"

"A, chiing t0i cAn chd mdt bang fax tir CIA, sau khi ngai dién xong, tai khoan s& bj tuyét tan ."

"Cho nén by giv chiing ta dang doi ban fax ciia CIA? Thuong dé phit ho cho hiéu suit im viée ctia bon ho.......... "
Tuyra hd s¢ ho nham chén, quén i rat nhiét tinh giéi thiéu céc loai quy va hang muc dAu tur clia ngén hang,

Sean cam thiy minh s& khong bo tién cho méy thir ndy, nhung Emily lai cam théy rét himg thi.

Hon murdi phit sau, ¢6 ngudi ddy cira phong, (Qua thure rit hiéu sudt nha! *Cuoi Bin 1on*)

"Sean." Thanh 4m kinh lanh tura hd thdi tan moi vén duyc v6 hinh tn tai trong khong khi, trong mdt tic tic gidng nhw song triéu cudn cudn x5 vao trai tim
Sean.

Cham r3i quay dAu lai, Sean thdy nguoi dan 6ng anh tuén kia di v& phia anh, trong thoang chdc, anh khong hé thét droc mot 1oi.
Quan li dung Ién: '"Thua ngai.........
Hawkins di dén phia sau Sean, " Howard Hawkins." Y dra gidy t& chirg minh than phén cho quén ly.

"Nigai la Mr. Hawkins? Chiing ti doi ngai thét 1, ngai da dén ddy, nhu vay ching t6i c6 thé tuyét tan tai khoan ctia Mr. Elvis."

Sean tra hd hiéu ra diéu g, "Quén Iy, vira rdi ngai da n6i ching ta phai doi fax tir CIA?"

Quan Iy t6 vé that c6 161, "Rét xin 161 ngai, CIA mudn ching t6i Ky Iy do giit ngai lai day cho dén khi Mr. Hawkins dén méi c6 thé dé ngai roi di."

Sean trirng it nhin Hawkins, trong long mot cd plﬁn nd dén din ndy €n, "Chuyén nay thuc sy rAt vG van "



"Sean, lam sao vay?" Emily ciing hiéu duoc tinh hinh trudc it rat ky quéi, "Nguoi ndy ki nguoi cia CIA sao?"

"Hén khong phai 3 nguoi ctia CIA, hin 1 nguoi dién!" Sean trdm trong thé dai, "Emily, ching ta dil"

Emily cé chit ngo ngac theo sat phia sau Sean.

Con chua di khoi cira, ba vai Sean 1ién bi nguoi giit chit, manh mé giat tré vé.

"Cau mudn di dau?" Hawkins giit chit Sean, hau nhu 6m tron anh vao long

Quan li thy tinh hudng c6 chit khong thich hop, "Thira ngai, néu covan dé gi moi ngai ra ngoai ngan hang giai quyét."
"Budng!" Sean hat d4u vé phia sau, danh manh vao cam Hawkins.

Sean nghe thiy mot tiéng "Click", c6 tay anh chot lanh, anh mi ¥ thirc dugc tén kia thé nhung lai da cong tay anh, ma mdt bén con lai ciia cong tay dung
14 ¢0 tay y.

"Shit! Chia khoa d4u?!" Sean ciing sép ndi dién!

"Néu 12 vi tréi chit cau, t6i s& khong ngu ngde dén ndi it chia khoa trong nguoi." Hawkins tré 10i thrc binh tinh, binh tinh dén ndi Sean mudn dp vo
dauy.

"Sean.......... bay la chuyén gi.......... " Emily thiy ndy mot nein hau nhur d& hoan toan ngdy dai, "Vi sao anh ta phai cong tay anh?"

"Vi dé cau ta khong thé chay trén." Hawkins tra 1o

Sean rét mudn gii thich tat ¢ v6i Emily, nhung anh chot nhén ra minh khong the thét lén 1oi. N6i gi ddy? Ni réng anh cing ngudi dan ong ndy ¢6 quan
hé “phi thurdng mat thiet”, sau d6 anh muon ket thic mobi quan hé d6 nhung ngudi nay quan ky khong tha, thdm chi con ding cach dong béng tai khoan
ngan hang ctia anh cting voi cong tay ndy thir vo van!

"Sean.......... Anh 4y khong phai i thanh vién EOD wira tr6 vé tir Baghdad sao?" Lic ndy Emily ciing ¢6 chut hoai nghi Sean c6 phai tht sy B “nguoi
lrong thién”” hay khong,

"Cau ta |a." Hawkins nhin vé phia Emily, "Vay 6 lai i gi ctia cau ta?"

"Emily, xin ¢6 hy tin twong t6i khong phai i ngudi xau! La ngudi nay dau oc ¢6 bénh!" Sean mubn di dén gan Emily, Hawkins nhc cd tay, Sean lién bi
cong tay kéo lai.

"L"él cau khong hé goi dién cho t61! La cau khong mot 1oi nhin dé lai ¢a chay toi New Yoyk! Hién tai cu lai trch t6i dAu dc 6 bénh?" Lia gian trong
miat Hawkins da kha rd rang, y tim Iay Sean roi khoi van phong, trude hang trdim con mit ciia moi ngudi ¢ dai sanh, 161 Sean ra khdi ngin hang.

Emily ngin ngudi dimg ¢ chd cii, phia sau quan Iy ngén hang da nhan dugc dién thoai, tir vin phong CIA goi t6i.

"Bon ho n6i gi? Mr. Elvis that sy pham tdi gi sao?" Emily hoi.

"Khong, khong phai, CIA béo chiing toi tuyét tan tai khoan ctia Mr. Elvis, bon ho néi anh ta 1 mdt quan nhén dang kinh trong.........." Ong ta sd so dau,
"Vay sao anh 4y con bi ngudi ta cong tay mang di?" Emily 16 vé lo Fing.

Sean bi Hawkins 161 kéo di trén duong phd New York, xung quanh i nhitng toa building san sat, ngudi di dudng di ngang qua bén bon ho ciing khong
thé khong nhin cham cham chiéc cong tay 16e sang giira hai nguoi.

"Howard Hawkins! Chia khoa cong tay & chd nao?!" Sean dimg lai, vo luAn Hawkins lap x4 nhur thé ndo anh ciing khong di nita.

Hawkins bdng nhién manh quay dau lai, dé iy gay anh, sau d6 1a mdt ny hon cudng phong bdo t6 ap dén, y tra hd mudn dimg nu hon nay giét chét
Sean, trong nu hon tran dAy tirc gidn, sau khi dién cudng doat Ky lai dan din 6n nhu, gidng nhr ¢ vo tn trdng niém & bén trong,

Su chil y ctia ngudi qua duong 16t cuc khong dit trén cong tay ctia bon ho nita, tuy rang Sean tinh nguyén bon ho nhin chim chiim cong tay xem
May nguoi tré tudi di qua con huyt sao vang doi, dwong nhién ciing ¢ ngudi cam thiy hanh vi ciia bon ho that khong hop nhén.

M3i lan ho hon nhau déu ¢ trén manh dit Bagdad trin ngip nguy co, chi c6 lic nay ddy, bon ho 16t cuc tir khong gian phong bé ciia quan doanh di vao
x4 hoi hién dai.

Hawkins chim rii budng Iong Sean, hai ngudi tura tran vao nhau, ciing nhau thé' gip.



"Sean, ndi cho t6i biét.......... Visao?" Hawkins cau may lai.

"Purge, 01 s& ndi cho anh vi sao." Sean hit mot hoi, "Hién tai t6i hoi anh didu gianh chi can tra 104 toi 'Phai hoac 1a 'Khong phai."
"Buge.”

"Anh phai thanh thyc tra 101 to1."

"Buge."

"Nhu vdy, van dé thir nhét, t6i bi didu dén tiéu t ctia anh, co phéi ki do anh da yéu cau Sehir Trung gido?"

"Phai."

"Bi vi anh da nhin thiy anh chup ctia t6i trén ho so, t6i rit giéng White Hawkins?"

Hawkins strg st mot chit, Sean nhin vao nt y, nhin vao sau trong ong y. Y kh& hé miéng, that 1u sau moi dép lai: "Phai."
Pép 4n ndy Sean da som nghil &én, nhung nghe thiy ddi phirong chinh miéng ndi ra trong long van thiy mét mat.

"T6i n6i t6i & trd thanh ngudi bao vé phia sau keng anh, c6 phai da khién anh nhé t6i White?"

.......... Phai." Hawkins cau méy, y cim gidc mdi lan minh thinh thye, y lién cch Sean cang xa x6i.

"Ngay d6 sau khi cling Strong tan giu xong, anh t6i tim toi, anh n6i anh nh6 tdi.......... Ky that nguoi ma anh nhd chinh Ia White, dting khong?"

Anh méit Hawkins vao gidy phit d6 that yén king, ngdy d, y qué tht k& nhé White. Ci loai nhé nhung nayy nhé cong tic & EOD, y da mudn quén tir rét
lau, nhung Strong xuat hi¢n lam cho nhitng ky trc vé White lai ménh it tran ve.

Y ciing sp khong chiu ndi, ma ngudi duy nhét y c6 thé nghi dén ciing chi co Sean.

Nhung y biét, néu Itic nay ddy y tra 161 "Phai", minh s& that sw khong thé lai cAm tay Sean. Y mudn néi déi, néi “Khong phai”, mé anh méit ctia Sean khién
y can ban ndi khdng nén 161 mdt cau ndi doi.
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Mai cho dén khi trén ng tur duong, dén d6 da bién thanh dén xanh, dong xe ¢0 im king dimg lai 6n 20 di dong, Sean mdi khé th dai mdt tiéng,
"Hawkins, t61 khong phai White, cting vinh vien khong thé bién thanh White dugc. Néu anh dinh thong qua t6i nhin dén mdt nguoi khac, cudi cing anh
ciing s€ that vong ma théi. Toi da tirng ndi véi anh 16i, cho dit anh ¢ muon bat duoc Montero dén may di ching nita, anh cling khong thé danh mat tinh

tho, d4nh mét nguyén tic ctia ban than, diéu d6 s& iy mang anh. Téi ciing c6 nguyén tic ctia minh, t0i biét rat rd gioi han ctia nguyén tic d6 ¢ dau." Sean

quo quo b tay, "LAy chia khoa ra di thoi."
"Khéng & trong nguoi to1." Hawkins tra 10i rat nhanh.

"Cho du anh khéa lai mdt ban tay ctia t6i, t6i cling van co thé dap cho anh mot trén!" Sean da cé chut bét déc di, roi vao duong cling lai chi théiy trong
long tran ngap hu khong, "Anh khong phai tré con, Hawkins."

"Cho di1 t6i c6 chia khoa, t6i ciing s& khong mo cong" Hawkins dén gan Sean, "Toi s& khong tha cau di."

"Hawkins! Toi da ndi tdi s& khong lam thé than cho bt cir ail" Sean cting trimg it nhin y, nhit thoi 4nh it giao tiép thudc sting murdi phan, Sean nim
chat nAmtay, co thé cang thing, tira ho bat ctr lic ndo cling co thé lao ra danh doi phuong mdt trdn toi boi.

"Cu khong phai |d White. Toi hiéu rét 6." Hawkins ciing ném chét nim tay, khong phéi boi vi phan nd, mé 1 boi vi nhan nai. Y khong biét nén ni nhur
the nao cho 18 rang tat ca nhiing chuyén nay, nhung y bict y phai giit lay Sean. Chi can lic nay y budng tay , y lién that su khong thé c6 duoc Sean lan
nira.

"Anh khong hiéu!" Sean 161 y vio trong mjt con ngd nhé, xung quanh 1 thing réc, 4n y Ién trdng, tim chia khéa trén nguoi y.

Hawkins d@ cb tay anh lai, "Toi da n6i, chia khéa khong & trong tay toL."
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"TMD!" Sean vung mdt quyén d4nh vao mit y, "Lay chia khda ra!"

Y, da thit tirng chut mot 10 ra, qua trinh khé 1 liéu nhén, khi y bat dau coi khoa quan jean, Sean lén tiéng,

"Bu! Chia khoa 16t cude & noi ndo?" Sean dé ﬂﬁp giong hdi, da ¢ nguoi qua duong ding anhnﬁt tO0 md nhin ho, ndi thit Sean khong ngai, du sao
ngudi coi quan 4o chinh 1a Hawkins, nhung dicu d6 cling khong cé nghia 13 anh thich cting y trién Am

"0 trong tay mdt ngudi ban ciia me t61." Hawkins khong nhanh khong cham dép.

"Vay dura t6i di tim ngudi d6!" Sean liéc mét chiéc 40 ctia y con vit trén ¢b tay, "Con nia, nic 40 vao! Noi ndy khong phai bé boi!"

"Hin ¢ Miami." Hawkins ndi xong, Sean lién cam thay minh mudn té xiu.

"Vay ching ta di tim mdt nguoi thg khdéa mo no ra!"

"Cau mudn tim ai?" Hawkins nghiéng nghiéng dau.

"Khong biét! Nhung mudn tim nhét dinh s& c6!"

Hawkins chinh lai trang phuc, Sean lién 16i kéo y di toi mdt budng dién thoai.

Hai nguoi di vao, Sean xoe tay ra trudc mit Hawkins: "T6i can tién xu."

"T6i khong c6 tién xu, chi 6 tién mit cing thé tin dung,"

Sean khong ndi nita, thd tay vao tii moc hdi liu moi By duge mdt dong tién xu, sau d6 dic ¥ cudi véi Hawkins.

Anh tim trong vi duge mdt tAm danh thiép, sau d6 nhin mot day $0.

Pién thoai chuyén duoc .

"Xin chao, noi nay |a NYPD*." (*New York Police Departiment.)

"Xin chao, cho t6i gip Canh sat trrong Andre Lim " Andre la mOt ngudi linh tinh nguyén Sean quen biét & Baghdad, sau mdt vu thdo d& bom, Andre ddi
Sean rét ¢ hao cam, hai ngudi va ca Rick timg udng rurgu véi nhau. Anh ta vé nurde trude Sean, tiép tuc im canh sat, ¢6 didu sau nay khi lién lac, anh
ta c6 ndi minh da thang chirc thanh Canh sat trudng,

"Canh sat truéng Lim hién dang am nhiém vy, moi ngai sau 2 gi& chidu ngiy mai lai goi dén, hoiic ngai co thé dé lai phurong thirc lién lac."

Sean nhdm hai miit lai, anh nh6 ra minh con chua nua di dong, "Vay ngay mai t6i s& goi lai."

Treo dién thoai, lic nay Sean moi phat gidc Hawkins ké& sat sau krng anh, mdt ban tay vong qua bén mit anh chdng én tudng thity tinh, vira lic vay
quanh Sean trong khong gian chat chdi nay.

"Ky that cau c6 thé thong bao sb dién thoai cm tay ctia toi." Hawkins than nhién noi.

Sean nhin trdi, ciing hiéu dugc chinh minh ngde, tham chi anh ciing khdng can tim dén dién thoai cong cong, truc tiép cudp iy may cam tay ctia Hawkins
dung 1a dugc.

Hién tai tu thé 4i mudi dén khong thé 4 mudi hon.

Chép miii ctia Hawkins dimg bén ma Sean, hoi thd' cire nong, tua hd mudn nung chay ca vach thity tinh.

"i ra ngoi." Sean xoay ngudi, kh& dong cong tay, nhung Hawkins khong c6 y mudn nhiic nhich.

Vi khong mudn co mit minh Ién y, Sean ngira vé phia sau, "T6i ndi di ra ngoai, anh khong thy & trong ndy chét chdi hay sao?"
Hawkins van im fim nhin vio mit anh, mi Sean ciing bit diu ddy manh y.

"Toi that sy nghiém tic mubn dén véi cau." Giong y qua thure vo ciing nghiém tic.

"Sau d6 d€ t6i ngdi dodn xem khudn it anh nhin théy, anh nghi dén, | cua toi hay White sa0? Anh tinh tdo mot chit di! Anh c6 thé nhés ngudi quen cia
anh ¢ FBI hoic 1a CIA, iy tién mot ai d6 di vao kho ho so ctia ho, nhat dinh ¢6 theé tim dugc vo s6 ngudi giong véi White cho anh!"

"Vay cting phai tim nguoi gidng Sean Elvis, khong phai White." Hawkins budc sdu vao bén trong nira bude, lung Sean b ép 1én may dién thoai phét dau,
"Nhung t61 khong can the than, ti chi can caw."



"Hawkins, anh that sy rit loi hai, anh c6 thé thét ra nhimg 16 t Kra minh d6i ngudi nghe gidng hét nhur dang t6 tinh, nhung t6i da mién dich rdi!"

"Ngay d6 sau khi n6i chuyén voi Strong, t6i t6i tim cau. Khi t6i noi “Toi nhé anh’ qua that 1 nght i White ma n6i. Nhung khi t6i noi “Toi mudn vinh vién
0 bén cau’, toi biet rat 10, t6i dang n6i voi Sean Elvis .'

Sean quay mt qua chd khéc, ¥ ttr 1 khong muén nghe y noi.

"To1 némmo mo thiy canh White bi bomn..., 1 cau da lay tinh t61. C6 diéu cau khong biét, sau do o1 van khong ngimg Iap lai mot gidc mo, mo thay
cau di vé phia mjt qua bom, Iong t6i biét rd n6 s& nd, t6i mudn ndi cho cau biét, mubn kéo cau trd vé, nhung t6i khong thé kn tiéng ciing khong thé di
dong mdt budc ndo. Toi b cam giac thre khing khiép.......... Vi thé mbi dém t6i déu dén tim cu. Khong chi boi vi tdi mudn cau lay tinh t6i ma con dé
01 biét cau dang & ddy, ngay bén canh t6i mi khong phai d di vé phia mdt qua bom chét tiét ndo do."

Tréi tim Sean run Ién, anh van nghi Hawkins chi so hiii mo thy c4i chét ctia White ma thoi.

"T6i khong ngii duoc, ciu khong ¢ bén canh t6i, mdt phit t6i déu khong ngn duoc. Toi di hoi Tién si Grey tat ca nhimg chuyén ndy c6 y nghia gi. Ong ta
ndi, d6 1a boi vi trong tiem thire t6i sg' s€ mat cau."

Sean quay mt lai, "That t3t, t6i khong chi 1 ddi trong do tudng tinh duc ciia anh hay I thé than cho White."
"ft nhét khi t6i a0 tudng tinh duc, White chura timg xudt hién trong dau ti." Hawkins cham réi dua mdi gin vé phia Sean.
Sean cudi nhao mdt tiéng, "Xem ra anh danh cho White mdt tinh yéu v ciing cao thirong va thuin khiét."

Moi ctia Hawkins dimg lai trén mdi Sean, "Toi I ké dién, khong biét cai gi Ia tinh yéu thuin khiét, d6 1 viée ciia triét hoc gia can xem xét, khong phai la
chuyén dé ké dién lam."

Sean cham ri nham hai n¥it lai, bt udn Hawkins c6 tim kiém ¢ anh gidc mong da mit hay khong, it nhét trong hién tai, y van bam riét khong tha truy
dudi phia sau anh.

"Vay dtmg bao gio cho t6i co hdi roi khdi anh." (*Tung hoa* Lam hoa rti aaaaaaaaaaa!!!! ~0)
Hawkins kh& ngém Ay kin mbi anh, hai nguoi & trong khong gian chat hep nay ¢ vé thuc 4m ap.
Bén ngoai budng dién thoai, mot ko nhén gia dang chdng iy nhin ho.

Lo nhén von mubn £0 ctra noi voi ho mubn hon lién d6i chd khéc, dumg ¢ ddy can tré nguoi ta goi dién thoai, nhung khi bon ho 6m Jy nhau, o nhan
gia bong nhién cam thay hinh anh d6 vo han tot dep, khong danh long quéy ray.

Khi Sean y thirc duge bén ngoi ¢ ngudi chd bon ho, anh ddy Hawkins mot cai, "Di ra ngoai. Anh thich & trong ndy im mdt cai tiéu ban dé nguoi khac
nhin?"

Lic ndy ddy Hawkins thire nghe 10 lui vé phia sau, md ctra budng dién thoai.
Hai ngudi rdt cyc di ra, Hawkins tira hd khong hai Iong hiéu qué ctia cong tay, van cam ly tay Sean nhur trudc.

Tam tinh ctia Sean d binh tinh rat nhidu, budc chin ciing khong séi dai giong nhu trude khi tién vao budng dién thoai, mdt b phai quiing Hawkins nira,
trén mit cling khong con bieu tinh xem doi phurong giong nhur rac rudi.

Ctr nhur vay di - néu Hawkins c6 thé van giit chit anh, anh mudn xemho ¢6 thé cung nhau di dén bao xa trong cudc doi minh.
"Ching ta di udng ca phé di." Hawkins dot nhién n6i nhur vay.
n A?H

"CAu da n6i roi thoi, néu rdi khoi Baghdad, ti nén di udng ca phé hogic |y xem trang dién énh gi gi d6." Hawkins thiy ha mi mit, "Nhung khi m nhiing
viéc ndy, cau nhat dinh phai & bén toi."

Sean khong ni g, ky thit anh néi nhing 11 nay chinh i dé Hawkins hiéu duoc cin phéi huéng thu cude séng

"Cau khong biét |a mot ngurdi udng ca phé hodic xem dién anh s& gidng nhur viée chi nhitng nam nit thanh nién tré tudi Eing man m6i im hay sao?"
Hawkins hoi thd chdm budc chén, Sean di toi trude mit y, sau do biy chamrdi gitt chat, "Co cau & bén t6i, t6i moi c6 tAm tinh vi cdu ma nhamnhap ca
phé hodc lam nhitng viéc nhan tan khac."

Sean ling king nhin y, sau d6 ciing ndm lai tay y.

"Pi dén quan ca phé ¢6 tén Cylons di, Cappucino ¢ d6 that t&, nhung Latte va Black coffee lai rit tuyét, banh qué ciing kha ngon."



Phy cira di vao, Sean di & phia trude, dan Hawkins dén mot chd ngdi tua vao cira sO.
Sean goi Latte, sau d6 nhin vé phia Hawkins.
"Black coffee, thém mdt phin banh qué."

Quén ca phé ndy nhin qua c6 chut xura cii, & giita ndi thanh New York hoa 16 hién dai van ¢6 thé tru vimg, nhu vay ca phé ctia ho nht dinh c6 diém diic
biét.

Sean va Hawkins bi cong lai cung mot chd, cho nén chi co thé song song ngdi canh nhau. rat may ki ban canh cira s6 12 ban bon ngudi, ngoai ctra sd
dudng phd dong dic, khu phd ndy mic dit chua bude vao gio cao diém nhung van 6n & khong thoi.

Negoai cira s6 khong c6 canh dep dé ngim, c6 I& diéu duy nhit khién ngudi ta cam gidc 4m ap mi méin van 1 ¢ phia bén trong khung ctra so Ay.
Ban dang doc truyén Sach Dan Tinh Anh dugce tai mien phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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"Anh khong biét hanh vi ciia anh lic nay 1 cudng ép hen ho sao?" Sean cam thiy budn cudi chdng tay 1én dau nhin nguoi bén canh.

"Céch thirc khong quan trong, hiéu qua moi 1 thure té nhét." Hawkins tra 11 nghiém trang dén ndi khién Sean cang mubn 6m bung cuoi .

Nhian vién phyc vu mang banh qué va ca phé dén cho ho, lich sur n6i: "Mai quy khach ding "

Ca quan ca phé ngoai bon ho, ciing chi con mdt ngudi phu ni dang xem vin kién va mdt ngudi thanh nién dang viét lich gi d6 mdt cach cham chu.

Khong biét ¢6 phéai mudn gitip cho cude “curdng ép hen ho™ niy ¢6 thém khong khi ma nhan vién mo thém mot dia nhac, ca khiic dinh dam mot thi cia
Carpenters: Close to you.

Giong hét 4m 4p tran ngip, khong gian tran dAy hurong ca phé ciing twa nhur tré nén ngiin cach hén véi thé gidi bén ngoai.
Néu Hawkins c6 ban gai, y nhit dinh | mt ngwoi tinh trAm miic ning né. Sean nghi.

Nhung ngay khi anh nghi ho van s& trim méc udng cho xong tach ca phé, Hawkins lai m& miéng ndi chuyén .

"T6i va White chura timg ctng nhau udng ca phé nhur bay gio."

Néu la & Baghdad, khi ho dang king Fing cimg nhau huéng thy phit gidy yén fish nhu bay gio, Sean nghe thiy y nhéic t6i cdi tén d6, ¢6 & anh s& thy dau
long, Nhung hién tai, Sean nhdn ra tya ho anh ciing khong qua dé y, anh cé thé yén tinh ling nghe.

"T61 va White ctng nhau udng ca phé, khong phai & tiéc tra X giao ctia me t6i thi cling 14 & phong lam viée ctia cha 61, hodc Ia cung véi nhom ban cua
anh ay, d6 khong phai I vi huwong thy thoi gian ma chi la vi lap day bung. Toi thich nhin bo dang ctia anh dy lic cam tach ca phé, lic do, anh ay khong c6
vé nghiém tic ctia mdt quan nhan, nhung ma t6i chura tirng nghi muon cuing anh ay uong ca phé - chi c6 riéng hai nguoi."

Sean khong ndi gi. Khong biét vi sao Iic nay tinh hudng c6 chit d4o nguoc, Sean lai dong vai ngudi tram miic trong cudc tro chuyén.

"Khi c4u bao t6i tré v& hay thir thir huong thu cude séng binh thirdng, t6i lp tire nghi dén néu c6 thé cling cau ngdi véi nhau... y t6i 1a chi ¢6 hai ching
ta, khong c6 thém ai khéac, cho du 1a udng Cappucino t6i dén cuc diém, t6i ciing s€ thue hudng thy.”

Hbc mit Sean hoi nong lén.

Hawkins 13 rang i mot gi biéu tinh lanh king khong c6 tinh thi, nhung y lai uon luén c6 mdt loai kha néng nhur vdy.......... Khién nguoi ta mém long, va
ca tamdong,

"Ném thir banh qué?" Sean déy dia diém tam dén trurée it y, nhin y chdm rdi cin mot miéng, 16ng mi dai rop xubng tao thanh mdt khoang am tdi phia
dudi con mt.

Ubng xong ca phé da t6i gio' tan tAm, ngd tu duong thc nghén vo cing, Hawkins ctng Sean c(r nhu vy di trén 161 danh cho nguoi di bo, It dingang qua
rap chicu phim, thay ap phich quang cao, Sean bong nhién ¢ chiit hurng phan ma néi: "Hey, ching ta xem phim, thé nao?"

Hawkins ciing dirng bude lai.
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"Xembo nao?"

"Sweet Babylon.......... Nhit dinh | phim tinh cam ngot dén ngdy, khong xem." Sean Iong con so hi ni, anh con nhé 16 e trude cing Emily xem bo
phim nay xem dén budn non.

Xubng chiit nira i mot bd phim hai, "T6i dam c4 B néu mdt minh t6i curdi dén vui vé m anh lai nghiém tic nhur vy nhét dinh thure mit himg,"
Sean nhin xudng chit nita, hung phin n6i: "Sky captain and the world of tomorrow!(1)"

" Sky captain.......... "

Khi Sean nhan ra hai ngudi ho trim miéng mot 101, twoi cudi tran ra, "That khong nghi ra chiing ta con ¢6 Tuc nhét trf }'fkién"

Khi ho dén trude quiy ban vé, Sean con chua kip én tiéng, Hawkins lién noi: "Hai vé tinh ¥, Sky captain and the world of tomorrow."

Sean kh& huych y, Hawkins quo quo cong tay ¥ tir 1 trong tinh hudng hién tai, ghé tinh It ¢6 vé thuén tién cho ho.

Mang theo cong tay di vao, nhan vién kiém phiéu ding anh miit quéi di liéc nhin cong tay ctia ho.

Sean danh phai bat dic di Ién tiéng giai thich: "Mot chut ngoai y mudn."

Nhan vién kiém phiéu nhin thoéng qua vé ctia ho, khudn mt 16 ra vé tirc cudi, "Cho nén hai ngudi mua ghé tinh Iir."

Sean cudi gwong, kéo Hawkins vao phong chiéu phim.

Luc nay bit dau vao thdi gian ctia bita t6i, trong phong chiéu phim, nhimg d6i tinh nhan déu mua bong ngd va khoai tiy sdy gion mang theo, mili bo lan
toa khap ca gian phong,

B¢ phimkhoa hoc vién tuong ndy tuy ring khong ti, nhung ndi dung kha nhat nho, khi Sean xem dén mot nira ciing c6 chit mét moi, anh tira vao hung
ghé.

Hawkins gio ¢d tay Ién, "Khong mubn xem nita thi ching ta di."

Sean git du.

i ra khoi rap chiéu phim da mudn 1 hon 7h t6i, bita tra chiéu muon khién ho khong thdy doi.

"Béy gio' chiing ta lam gi?" Sean hoi.

"Tim gian khach san." Hawkins n6i xong lién 16i kéo Sean di vé phia cudi duong, khong lau lién thiy tim bién ruc 16 ctia khéch san Bon Mua.
"Noi ndy c6 vé qué cao cap." Sean nhiic nhd 'y, ky that dan 6ng khong qua ti mi nhur phy nit, chi cin noi ndo d6 ¢6 thé ngi 1 6n.

""T6i dat phong & day."

Liic nay Sean liic ndy mdi nhé ra Hawkins gia thé bat pham, ngudi ndy 6 1& s& khong bao gidr di ngit & mdt khéch san nho hay nha khach gi gi do.
Pi vio trude tién sanh, Hawkins xut ra gidy chimg nhan, ly chia khéa rdi ciing Sean vao thang my.

Trong thang may ctia ho con c6 mdt ngudi phu nit dét theo dira nho.

Pra nho ngira dau nhin v& phia me ctia minh, chi vao bon ho néi: "Me! Mau nhin! La cong tay!"

Ngudi phu nit kéo dira nhé mot c4i, sau d6 ném anh mét hoai nghi v& phia ho.

"Ha ha, ching t6i 1 ban, dz}ng tham gia mot tiét muc cua dai truyén hinh. " Sean Iic Fic cong tay, "Xem chiing t6i cd thé chiu dung cudc séng bi cong lai
v6i nhau trong bao 1au. Cuoi tuan s& phat, nhd theo ddi nhé!"

Ngudi phu it ¢6 vé hung phéin Ién: "C6 phéi chuyén muc do Anya Nelson dan churong trinh hay khong? Mi tun 0 déu xem! Déy B chi dé ciia cudi
tuan nay?"

Sean mit khong d6i sic tiép tuc néi dbi, "Pung vay, 1 nd, nhung mdi ba dimg n6i cho ngudi khéc nhé!"
"Tét nhién!"

Cira thang miy md, Sean bi Hawkins kéo di ra ngoai.



Di & trén hanh lang, Sean nhin khong dugc o4n gian, "Ngay mai nhét dinh phai tim Andre thio mén d6 choi nay xudng!"

Hawkins mo ctra phong, khong gian rong mo sang ngoi xuat hién trrde mit Sean, lic & Baghdad that sur nhin khong ra cudc song ctia Hawkins thudc xa
xi cap bac.

C6 didu & trung tim ctia cin phong, chiée girong Kingsize nhin that chéi miét.

"Khong thé d6i sang phong d6i thurong sao?"

Hawkins quo quo ¢d tay, "Cau mudn 16 hai chiéc giwrong don lai gan nhau hay muén cing t6i ngii trén mot chiée girong doi?"

Sean ngi Ién giurdng, Hawkins chi c6 thé di theo ngdi & bén giurong,

"Panh vy, ciing khong phai chura timg ngii cling anh." Sean cong ngudi ndm quay vé phia Hawkins, phan eo 16 ra khoi 4o so mi, mo hd goi cam
Hawkins ciing nghiéng nguoi, ndm xudng bén canh Sean.

"Cau mudn cdi cong tay dén vay?"

"Bing vy, anh khong thiy thurc bt ti¢n?" Sean chim réi nhéim mat lai, "Chéing han nhu khi chiing ta di trén dudng, moi ngudi déu nhin ching ta, khong
phai boi vi ching ta nam tay nhau, ma vi ching ta bi cong,"

M. Ky thit t6i khong thé ding bét cir thir gi dé khoa cu lai, ding khong?" Hawkins 6m Sean.
"Khong sai, nhung ky that, anh khong can cong tay ciing ¢6 thé khoa chit toi."
Nighi ngoi trong chdc It, Sean dt Hawkins di xem xét moi ngoc ngach ctia cin phong xa hoa niy mot n.

Lic di ra ban cong, anh khong thé khong phat ra cam khai: "Anh nhin xem, bé boi kia rong bao nhiéu a, ma i lai bi khéa lai véi anh.......... Thét lau rdi
61 chua timg boi vinh.......... "

Khi di vao phong tim, Sean ciing thé dai: "Anh nhin xem phong tim ndy rong biét bao nhiéu a, von ¢ thé mic sirc hurdng thy, lai bi khoa lai voi
anh.........."

"Bj khoa lai cling t6i khong t6t sao?" Hawkins nghiéng dau, "Hai chiing ta cho di1 bi khoa ciing ¢ thé tima."

"Nhu thé ndo tim? D4t o Ién cong tay sau d6 gio cao tay lén sa0?" Sean c6 chit khong con gi dé noi.

"Chiing ta ¢6 thé ding may sy dé sdy kho quin 4o." Hawkins noi.

"B6 di, t0i chi mudn hom nay ¢ thé ngii ngon."

Budi t6i, hon tim g0, Hawkins goi phuc vu dua t6i mi 6ng format va bittet.

Sean an that vui vé, “Anh biét khong, dau bép ¢ khach san Ion va dau bép ¢ Baghdad thirc sy khong ciing déng cap!" (N6i nham a anh! ==
Sau do, hai ngudi ndm & trén girong xem TV, lic d6 TV dang phat “Closer”.

"Anh néi ai Ia hung thi?" Sean hoi.

"Nguoi dan ba goa."

"T6i thiy i ngurdi lam virdn, hung thi trong kich ban ctia nhitng b phim kiéu nay chéing phai luon i ngudi khong ai ngd t6i hay sao?"
"La ngudi dan ba gda." Giong ctia Hawkins vo cling chéc chén.

Sau hon 40°, bd phm két thiic, d4p 4n ciing giéng nhur i Hawkins d& n6i, hung thi 13 ngudi dan ba gda.

"Sao anh biét?" Sean ding b vai huych nhe y.

"Cam giac."

Sau “Closer” 1a “CSI Las Vegas™.

"Aha, vy anh doan xem tip ndy ai la hung thi?" Sean hung tri.

Phim chiéu dugc hon 10, Hawkins 1én tiéng: "Liic ndy hung thi B ngwoi Am vuron."



"Khéng thé ndo, chang phai anh ta ¢6 bang chimg ngoai pham?"

"Béi vi thoi gian tir vong ciia nan nhén bj phan doan sai Am."

Sean nhiu my: "Anh xem roi?"

"Tap ndy thi chura, nhung céc tap trude t6i xem cling me t6i cho vui, kich béan 1a nhu vay."

Sau d6 két cuc ciing giong hét nhur Hawkins n6i, hung thi i ngudi im viron.

"A, a, thure khong c6 y nghia, tat ca déu bi anh doan tring " Sean tit TV, It chén lén chui vao, "Toi mét."
Hawkins rét phdi hop ma tit dén ban.

Béng t6i ubn ¢6 thé ché tao ra mdt it khong khi vi diéu.

Vi dy nhur vi nhin khong thiy nén céc gidc quan khac lién trd nén vo cling nhay bén.

Nhip thé' ctia Hawkins, 1ong ngwre y phap phong, tham chi ca d6 4m ctia dau ngon tay y khi y cham vio 1ong ban tay anh déu r rét muoi phan!
"Hey, Hawkins.......... Anh ndi gi 6 di." Sean bdng cam thiy anh khéng mudn ho cir im Eing nhur vay.
"La cAu ndi cau budn ngn."

"Quén di." Sean nghil hom nay Hawkins da néi rat nhiéu lic ban ngiy, ¢6 1& moi thir ¢ thé nghi ra trong 6c y da bi dio tréng rong, con gi cd thé nbi nita
dau?
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Negay khi nhitng suy nghf trong du Sean tré nén i roi, thure sur sép ngi lim di, Hawkins lai than nhién 1én tiéng,
"Toi......... Qua tudi hoc tiéu hoc thi chira timg cing ai dén rap xem phim."

"C6 thé twéng tuong.........."

"Liic trude t6i dén nha ban hoc choi, ngi lai qua dém, nhin thiy cha me ciia cAu ta ném trén gizong xem TV, cénh d6 khién t0i thye bAmmy.......... Boi
vi cha e t6i chura tirng lam nhu vay." Hawkins nghiéng dau, hon Ién dinh dau Sean, "Cho nén, t6i nay, cau da khién t6i rat hanh phuc."

Sean kh& nhuréng may, cudc song ma anh mudn thit don gian. Nhung anh chura timg nghi dugc ring, ky thit didu Hawkins mudn ciing lai don gian nhur
vay.

"Bt dau tir khi & Baghdad, t6i cling da rét mudn khéa chét cu lai, nhdt & mdt noi nhd hep nhur céi budng dién thoai kia. Neuwdi khic khong thé di vao,
chi minh t6i ¢6 thé. Khi t6i tdi gan cdu, cau cling chi ¢6 thé dua sat vao t6i. Nhung viéc ndy, toi chua tirng nghi rang s€ lam véi White."

Cai tén kia khién than hinh Sean hoi cting do, nhung Hawkins nhanh chéng 6m chét anh.

"T6i chura timg nghi s& cting White xem dién anh, udng ca phé, nim & trén giurdng xem TV.......... T6i thé I anh ta ciing khong phéi dbi twrong dé t6i nghi
dén khi tht ddm Toi timg thich anh ta, anh ta rat t6t dep, cho nén chi ¢6 the ling 1€ thich tir xa. Toi chura timg c6 y dinh xim nhip sdu ve anh ta, boi vi
t1 bict, su tot dep clia anh ta ¢ I chi la do tudng cua 61 thoi."

Hawkins 161 Sean vé phia minh, trong bong dém hai nguoi tuy hai ma mot.

"T6i thira nhan khi cau lot vao 4nh nhin ctia t6i lin d4u tién, t6i ¢6 y mudn dem cau I‘lnnh White dé twan i minh. Nhung cau khong phai 1a White, céu s&
phén ng khi t6i khién cau tirc gidn.......... Cau gin gitr nghiém ngat 1i hira cva cu, ciu van luon muon cho t6i nhin thdy mdt thé gidi khac, mjt thé gidi
khong chi c6 Montero va cong tic pha bom. Cau khién t6i cam thy khi cing cau & chung ciiing gidng nhur khi g bom, déu phai dung tAm can than."
Sean nghe Hawkins su kin tam s, hit mdt hoi tht dai: "T6i biét ri......... Anh chinh I3 mt cao thi tan tinh."

"T6i1 chi muon ndi rang t6i khong xem cau [a White, t6i biet rat rd cdu la Sean."
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Pay 1 mdt cdu khong ni khong hé hoa my, nhung lai 1 ciu quan trong nhét ddi voi Sean.

N6 con quan trong hon moi 1o thé non hen bién.

Néu c6 didu gl c6 thé khién Sean & lai bén canh Hawkins, vay d6 chinh 1 cau n6i ny.

Moi y nghi ctia Sean rét cuc chim vao hurong bac ha toa ra tir méi toc Hawkins.

Ny hom sau an xong bita trura, Sean goi dién cho Lim canh sat trudng, sau d6 ciing Hawkins di vé phia cuc canh sét.
Vo lic dat chin lén bac thang, Sean bong nhién ¢6 chit do dur, that sy phai thao chiéc cong tay nay hay sao?

"Ky thét ching ta van c¢6 thé tiép tuc khoa lai véi nhau nhur bay gio." Hawkins nhe giong noi.

"Y anh i ching nhimg khong thé tim voi sen, khong thé di huong thu bé boi, cong thém lic di WC con c6 mdt ngudi ¢ bén canh dimg nhin?" Sean bong
nhién kién dinh han én, "Nhat dinh phai thao bo no!"

Bi vao canh cuc, ho tim duge Lim

"Sean

da 1au khong gap!" Lim dang rong vong tay di vé phia anh, khi nhin thiy chiéc cong tay, Lim khong khoi cudi twoi réi.

"Sean, anh ¢6 biét lic & Baghdad, ngay khi ching t0i nghe n6i tiéu t6 ctia Hawkins thiéu mot ngudi bén lap tirc doan xem 16t cude c6 ai du stre hop tic
v6i nguoi ndy dén ngay cudi ciing hay khong. Sau d6 anh khong nhitng phé v ky luc, tham chi dén bay gis con cling ngudi nay nhur hinh véi bong!"

"Oi, Lim, gitip t0i di........
Lim nhin v& phia Hawkins, nira da nira thit noi: "Trung tiy Hawkins, anh khéing dinh ring anh muén cit rdi su lién két giita anh va Chuén ty Elvis sao?"
"K hong mubn." Hawkins tré 10 rit nhanh.

Lim vd v bor vai y: "Con ngudi anh van gidng hét nhur khi con & Baghdad a!"

Sean nghi Lim s€ ding chia khoa van ning gi gi do dé mod cong, nhung anh khong tudng tuong ra dugc anh ta lai dwa ho dén chd mdt pham nhan dang
bi tham van.

Lim cudi vd v pham nhén kia: "Hey, sir dung chuyén mdn ctia chii mayy coi chiée cong tay nay ra."

"Sir, ngai s& khong c6 y khién t6i mo khoa cho bon ho dé dinh toi t6i dil"

"Ha, chit trom dao moc moi ctia chii may cho dii ta c6 bét ciing khong ai cho ta tién thudng, dimg nhing nhing kéo dai thoi gian, nhanh mo dit"
Tén trdm vat kia biu moi, léy tlr trong cb tay 4o ra mdt cai nhip, choc ngody vao 4 khoa vai céi, xoach mot ﬁéng khéa lién mo.

Sean so sd ¢d tay da bi han thanh vét, "Cubi ciing ciing mo duoc!"

Lim cuoi tra lai cong tay cho ho, diia bdn noi: "Néu lai bi cong, hoan nghénh t6i tim t6i. Canh sat New York s& hét strc nhiét tinh phuc vu ngai."
"Buoc rdi, t6i thiéu anh mdt bita an!"

Sean ctng Hawkins roi khoi canh cyc.

O trén hanh lang, Sean lap tirc cam thiy Hawkins di theo phia sau muén tim lai tay anh, cho dén khi bon ho di t6i cira, Sean bdng nhién xoay manh
nguoi lai, vira lic thay Hawkins viron tay.

"Anh thre s thich néim cht iy t6i sao?"" Sean nghiéng dau, anh néing dau gids chidu khién duong nét khudn miit anh thoang nhin that nhu hoa.
"T6i khong ndm Ay cau, cau lai lap tirc chay mét, khong phéi sao?" Hawkins thodng cti dau, goc d6 khudn mit rit thu hut anh nhin ctia nguoi khéc.

"Hawkins, anh khong thé ndo vinh vién nim chit 61, tim cach khdc di." Sean cudi nhe, di An vao dong ngudi trén ngd tur dudng ciia thanh phd New
York.

Ho & t6i khéch san, Sean ding cdmra hiéu, Hawkins xoat thé md cira.

Sean budc nhanh dén ban cong, nhin thodng qua bé boi xanh xanh phia dwdi, chi ¢6 mdt doi tinh nhén ngdi trén ghé dai phoi ndng va hai thiéu nir dang
boi.



"Hey, Hawkins, chiing ta ciing xudng dudi boi di, anh c6 mang theo quan boi khong?"
"Mang theo."
Sean trd vao phong, luc loi trong hanh ly mira ngay, "Ha ha, may 1 t6i c6 nhét n6 vao day, di thoi!"

Di xudng dudi tu, Hawkins noi gl d6 ¢ quay tiép tan, nhén hai chiéc thé di vé phia anh. Sean bj y din dén bé boi ban 10 thién chir khong phéi noi ma ho
thay khi ¢ trén ban cong,

Sean thay quén boi, di &n bén thanh bé, udn thit lung, "A, bé boi ndy tuy Ién, nhung khong ¢4 ai........ That | budn t&."
Sean nghi thim ring hin 14 do Hawkins dit phong cao cap nén dai ngd ciing tot hon.

Noe nha méu xanh nude bién, thiy tinh om trim, bén trong c6 murée va cé canh nhiét déi. Khi nhitng con cé ke minh boi qua ching dé lai mot bong rm
trén mat nurde cua bé boi

Ma phén 16 thién ctia bé boi thi trong mdt vai loai cay nhiét d6i & bén bd, thoat nhin gidng mdt nanh rimg nhiét doi thu nho.

Hawkins "U" mdt tiéng, Sean cti dau nhin vé phia y, hiéu duoc diéu gi: "Hey, t0i thiy bé boi phia dudi ban cong rét tot a, ching ta von khong can dic
biét dén duoc day.......... "

Hawkins khong tré 10i anh, chi im mot ¢t nhay hoan my vao trong nurde, nurde bin Ién roi vao dui Sean. Y hru loat xoay nguoi, quay dau lai, "Xudng
dudia."

Sean tho dai, ciing nhay vao nude. Anh vui suéng dam dia boi qua boi lai, quay dau lai méi phat hign Hawkins van dya vao b nhin anh,
Sean boi sang bén y, tira vao bén canh y, "Nay, sao anh khong boi?"

Hawkins viron tay kéo anh vao minh, ngon tay vubt nhe 1én vét thuong trén lung anh.

"Thure xin 16, Sean.”

"Piéu anh thire ¢6 161 v6i t6i khong phai vét thurong nay, ma a ngay do anh da khong lam dugc diéu anh hira v6i toi. Anh n6ianh s& n¥c trang phuc
phong ho e d& bom, anh lai ¢ n6 ra. Anh néi néu gip duoc truong hop khong thé théo dd, anh s& tré vé, anh ciing khong lim duoc."

"Sean." Hawkins 6m Iy anh, viii dau vao bén c6 anh.

"Vé sau dimg lai dong y hira hen gi v6i ngudi khac. Néu anh 6 chuyén mudn am, khong can thiét phai ndi ra ciing khong can thiét phai hira hen, chi can
dilamla duoc."

"Puoc.”
Sean nhe nhang tranh khoi y, lai boi hai vong, Hawkins nhin anh boi vé phia trin ngap anh mit trdi, vi thé ciing khé khoét hai tay, boi theo dén do.
Budi tdi hom do, Sean rdt cuc c6 thé thoai méi huong thy bé tim siéu Ion.

Anh nam trong kin mrde 4m ap, khong mudn dimg 1én, cho dén khi Hawkins bat dau gd cira, "Sean, sao con khong ra?"

"Yén tAm, t6i con chura hon mé!"

"T6i khong thé vao dugc sao?"

"Khong thé." Sean tra 101 rét 15 rang,

N6i nham, budi chiéu lic ho boi 16i, anh vira mGi boi dén b bén kia, dang mudn 1én by, Hawkins da quang tay 6m anh lai.

Ban tay y tir that lung di thing xudng dudi, cach vudt ve va hrc dao ding dAu ngon chan aé nghi cling biét tén kia nghff c4i gl. Déc biét khi ngon tay y md
vao trong quan boi ctia Sean, Sean Iuru loat cho y mdt cai khuyu tay va xoay ngudi 4n du y xudng, két qua Hawkins ciing bi tha vao trong nude.

Khi Sean thit vt v tri lén khoi mit nurée, tén Hawkins déng chét kia lién 6m iy dau anh cudng nhigt hon. Sean thim chi hoai nghi tén kia ngay tir dau
tua vao thanh bé boi khong phai vi coi chirng chinh minh, ma 13 vi chd Sean boi may luot, mét moi rdi tim co hdi ap ché anh.

Khi Sean kiét strc ¢ thodt ra, sép 1én dén bo, tén kia lai mbt ct giat manh 161 tudt qu?m boi ctia anh xuéng 11 chdm t6i, Sean thiéu chut nita khong ngét
di mét!

"Hey! Hey! Chéing phai chiing ta dén day dé boi 16i hay sao!"

"Chéng phai lic ndy ching ta dang & bé boi?" Giong Hawkins trim khan.



Khong biét c6 phai vi da tich tu i Eim hay khong,  tién cong thue hung méinh, voi chit khi e con lai Sean ciing chi c6 thé ghé vao thanh bé boi chiu
dung Hawkins ngang dap thang tién. Néu khong nho mrde trong ho 1am tron, Sean tin rang lic nay day minh chét chac roi

Ma Hawkins sau khi duroc sang khodi, lai ctr thé dimg trong co thé Sean khong chiu rit ra ngoai.
Sean thé, anh s& khong bao gior ... cing Hawkins boi i nita.
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May ngiy nay, Hawkins cho Sean mdt loai 40 giac y 3 mdt nguoi rat dé & chung, khién anh quén di rang y 1 mot gi dién.

Lai hon mudi phit qua di, Sean cam thiy mrdc da ngudi dan, khong thich hop tiép tuc ngdm minh, anh méi dimg déy lau kho than thé.

Anh s& khong ngde dén mirc chi choang khiin tim di ra dé cho Hawkins thi gian minh, ma a méc ddy da y phuc, “vd trang hang niing” moi di ra ngoai.
Vira mo ctra, anh ]iéq thiy Hawkins dang tua trén tuong ngay bén canh, anh qﬁt ¥, trong vé ngoai tram ﬁph ham ;h&a mot ngon lira ndng bong ménh )
liét, Sean biét tuyét doi khong the E'Ié nguoi ndy c6 duge mdt 1an, vi cd dugce Ian thir nhat, ngudi ndy s€ dé dang lay dugce Ian thir hai, lan thir ba, budi toi
hdm nay nhat dinh phai dac biét can than.

"T6i tm xong rdi, anh chim rdi nhé." Sean néi xong lién mudn di qua bén ngudi y, Hawkins lai giit anh lai.

"Sean, cdu tirc gian?"'

Bay gio lai ni tire gidn gi gi d6 khong khoi co vé lam kiéu, nhung néu ndi khong tire gian lai 6 chut xin 16i chinh minh.

"Anh c6 thich bi ngudi khic dé 1én thanh bé boi fuck khong?"

Hawkins chim rii 1§ ra vé twoi cudi, "Nhur vy & trén girong 1 ¢6 thé 2"

"Hom nay khong duoc." Sean bt ké y chin dudng, ddy bat y ra, tréo 1én girdng 6m PSP bt dau choi.

Trong phong tim truyén lai tiéng nurée chay, Sean nghi thim ring ti nay anh hén 1 c6 thé yén finh mot chut .

Khi Hawkins di ra, Sean mdi nh¢ téi chuyén gi, anh ndi voi y: "Nay, sdng sémmai t6i phai bay di Boston ."

Hawkins nhin anh, bau khong khi thoai mai von ¢6 p tirc dong lanh lai.

"Khong phéi ti ¢b y bo anh lai, vé méy bay t6i d dit xong trude khi dén New York. Rick hién tai song & Boston." Sean khén truong giai thich.

"Cho t6i s6 chuyén bay, bay chdm lai mot chuyén, ngdy mai t6i va cdu cing di."

Sean biét két cuc s& i nhur vdy, vi thé anh cho y biét s6 chuyén bay i lai tiép tuc vii déu vao PSP.

Nho phic Hawkins, Sean khong can voi va chay dén san bay di chuyén bay sém diic biét, ma 1 ngi thing dén 11h sang, Lic anh tinh lai, Hawkins dang
nam bén canh anh doc bao.

A Thira I vay, thé nhung anh con chura chay dén.......... Sean bt gidc thay budn cudi.

Hawkins d(mg ddy, thu thip hanh Iy gon gang. Y lim viéc khong gidng Sean. Sean chi can c6 khe ho lién dem tat ca do dac nhét vao, tlty tién nhét ung
tung, thuong thi muon tim thy i d6 anh déu phai doc ca tti hanh Iy ra, con Hawkins thi lai rat ngin nap trét tir, ngay ca khn nyit cua Sean déu phai ly
may say say kho, gap can than roi mdi bo vao.

Sean chong tay 1én dAu, ngon tay gd lén dém, dot nhién c6 y nghia rang 6 mOt nguoi vg nhu Hawkins ky thire chua hén da khong t6t, néu anh IIllOIl
Hawkins ndu com cho minh, ngudi ndy nhét dinh s& mua sach day ndu an & trong bép ddc long nghién ctru.......... Khoan da, y twéng ndy that su I rat

dang so!
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"Pi théi, ching ta di an chit g d6 1 c6 thé ra san bay ."

Sean 16i linh hdn lo kg ctia minh v&, nhin lai khudn mét anh tudn ¢6 goc ¢6 canh ctia Hawkins, Bm sao ¢6 hirong vi ctia mot ba ndi tro hién knh dam
dang?

Ba gidr sau, ho ngdi trén chuyén bay di Boston, lai 1 khoang hang nhét.
Sean c6 thé tity y dudi théing chén tay, c4c kénh truyén hinh cho hanh khéch Iwra chon ciing khong it.

"A, qué nhién khoang hang nht vin thoai mai hon ca!" Co diéu duong bay ngiin ma mua vé khoang hang nhét tira hd ¢6 chit xa xi, Sean liéc nhin
Hawkins dang & mdt bén Iat tap chi, dot tiéna ..........

Khi may bay viing vang tién vao hanh trinh bay, tiép vién hang khéng mang d6 udng va trai cay ra.
Sean moi udng durgc mdt hop, dén canh bao lién sang, yéu cau it ca hanh khach cai thit lung an toan.

Lic ndy, mdt ngudi dan ong méic ché phuc, vé mit nghiém tic di ¢én bén canh Hawkins, ctii dau hoi: "Xin hoi ngi 2 EOD Trung ty - Howard Hawkins
phai khong?"

Hawkins budng tap chi, "Ping vay."
"Moi ngai theo 61 di mdt Iat, dugc khong?"
Sean bong nhién cam thiy c6 chuyén nghiém trong da phét sinh, Hawkins lai & ngay trurdc it ngudi dan 6ng kia hon anh mot cai rdi moi dimg day.

Nudi dan ong dwa Hawkins dén gian danh riéng cho tiép vién, ha thip giong n6i: "Vira roi ching t0i nhén durgc dién thoai tir mt dét, cude goi d6 cho
chiing t61 biét trén may bay c6 bom."

Hawkins cau may, "Bom & dau?"

"0 | trong hanh 1y giri theo mdy bay ctia mdt vi hanh khach, hanh Iy nay khong lén méy bay theo cach thong thuong nén khong 6 nhén van chuyén, m Ia

phin tir khing b cai trang thanh nhan vién khuén vac chuyén né Ién." O gian bén canh, hai tiép vién hang khong duong nhur ciing da biét tin tirc ndy, sic
it ho da tai nhot, nhin vé phia Hawkins. "Rét c6 thé qua bomma phan tir khing bb dura Ién méy bay loai bom chiu ap lre, khi may bay bay dén mot
d6 cao cb dinh, qua bom s& bt dau hoat dong, va khi miy bay ha xuéng mot do cao nhat dinh, n6 s& phat o Nhung may bay khong thé ndo cir

bay méi khong dirg, hién tai ciing khong thé moi chuyén gia pha bom lén méy bay .......... " (Thé ngudi dimg trrdc mit ong 1 ai? ="=)

"Cac nguoi tra xét thong tin ¢4 nhan ctia hanh khach?"

"Bying véy, ching t6i duoc biét ngai 14 si quan nghia vu c6 thoi han ctia EOD, hon nita timg phé giai rat nhiéu bom, cho nén..........
"Hanh ly kia dau?" Hawkins khong dinh lang phi thoi gian.

"Nh4n vién cong tac clia ching t6i d4 xudng khoang hanh Iy timn6 lai day."

"Cho t6i kéo, nhip, tua-vit va hét thay cong cu c6 thé ding d8 thao d& bomma céc anh ¢6." Hawkins lanh nhat ndi, "Mt khac, 201 ngudi ban déng hanh
ctia toi dén day."

Khi Sean mang theo day bung ngd virc di vao gian phong danh riéng cho nhan vién phi hanh doan, anh khong khoi ngy dai.

"Toi nghi.......... Trd lai My s& khong con gip lai thir d6 choi nay nita .......... " Sean thay Hawkins ngdi xom trén san, trrdce it y ki va li hanh 1y, bén
trong dat thir gi khong can phai nghi anh ciing biét.

Trai tim tram xubng, anh bdng nhién c6 mdt loai cam gidc "Vi sao minh vinh vién déu khong thoét khoi né duoc!" dy nan long,

Trén qua bom c6 mdt nit ddng h tiéu biéu cho loai bom chiu p hyc, trén dong hd, kim khé rung dong, tlly theo méy bay cao thip xoc nay mé rung
dong.

"My bay ha thip dén mdt do cao nht dinh, n6 s& phét nd." Hawkins giai thich. Sean nhéin miy lai, anh bdng nhién c6 cam gidc ddy 1 1oi nhén giri ctia
Montero James. Boi 1§ binh thudng thi phan tir khing bé chi cin ché tao loai bom phat nd khi miy bay 1én dén mot do cao nhét dinh ma khong phai doi
cho dén khi may bay lai ha thip xudng, nghia i cho bon ho cho hoi dé héa giai. Hawkins nhin thy sur bién séc ctia Sean bén n6i: "Cau doan khong sai,
thir nay qua thyre 13 su khi€u khich ctia Montero. Chiing ta phai hda giai nd."

Sean hit s, bt ké anh c6 bao nhiéu khong mudn nghe dén bét cir thir tin tirc nao lién quan dén Montero thi gio phit néy anh ciing phéi ty diéu chinh
minh trd v€ trang thai canh giac cang thang nhu khi con & Baghdad, anh cling ngdi x6m xuong, cting Hawkins md vo qua bom, xem xét mach dién.

Mt tiép vién hang khong di vao, run giong nhic nhé: "Dau ma miy bay du trix chi du dé méy bay tiép tuc dimg ¢ d6 cao nay 30°, vithé ..........



Sean quay (\i?lu lai n6i: "CH chi can di ra ngoai chén an hanh khach, cho bon ho biét Iy do méy bay khong thé dap xudng san bay ding gios 1 dugc, sau
d6 khong can quay lai day."

Sean tim mdt cai bitt, chin ngang cira lai.

"PAu tién liéu ching ta c6 thé boc tach thit bi cam tmg ap hre khoi qua bom duge khong?"

"Khong thé, thiét bi cam (g va qua bom duoc ndi bing mot dudng ddy lién tiép, mot khi cit dirt day bom s& tyr dong kich nd."
"Shit!" Sean biét khong c6 thoi gian budn by, anh iy gidy v lai so d mach dién.

"l?iéu nay ratky la, (dua theo loai phurong thire n61 tiép ndy, thiét bi din nd khong thé khong ché qua bom." Sean cau chit 1bng may, kiém tra lai an nita
dé khang dinh so d6 mach dién ctia minh khong he sai sot.

"Binh tinh, Sean. D& ching ta ctng nhau nghii xem tinh hudng ndo c6 thé khién so d6 mach dién thanh lp." Hawkins dudi ngon tay vudt phing nép nhin
trén 16ng may Sean.

Sean khong ngimg phan tich, Hawkins tram ngam suy nghil xem ¢6 cach nao vo hi¢u hda thiét bi cam g dé may bay c¢6 thé dap xubng an toan.

"Hawkins! Toi nghi ra 10il" Anh niit Sean sang ryc Ién, "Vi tri ny ¢6 hai soi ddy hoan toan tach i, ching khong 6 tac dung gi v6i so d mach dién, chi
dugc tao ra dé lamnhiéu sur phan doan ctia chiing ta."

Hawkins nhin anh, khée mbi kh& nhich én, "Bring vay, gia thiét ndy c6 thé giai thich dwoc moi sw ky quai trong mach dién."

"A —— T6i han Montero.......... Bom ctia hiin hoic 13 mach dién ric r6i khién nguoi ta khong biét bét dau tir dau, hodc 1 héin s& choi nhitng tro nhu thé
nay khién nguoi ta dau dau!"

"Vy bay git’ ching ta can tim ra hai soi ddy v6 dung trong mach dién 1 c4i ndo."

"Theo 61 S01 ndy va soi ndy ....... 1 c6 kha néing cao nhét." Sean nhe nhing ddy ra hai soi day.

"Kiém nghiém mdt chit di." Hawkins ding miii kéo thit cAn than cét I6p nhura boc ngodi, Sean n6i khong sai, bén trong réng rudt.
"Tét, mdt soi da bi loai trir." Hawkins ding dau ngon tay giy nhe mot soi dy khéc 1én, Sean bong dé Ay tay'y.

"Tir tir.........." Sean By ra ban v&, danh mot déu X trén mdt soi ddy, sau d6 tiép tuc suy ngim chdc lit, "Néu soi ddy nay a gia, t0i cam thdy mdt soi
khéc c6 thé a that."

"Puoc." Hawkins rat kién nhan cit 1op vo nhyra, phén doan ciia Sean van chinh xéc. "Nhur thé nay thi mach dién da dwoc thanh lp.”

'Néu thiét bi cam ung ap luc la mdt mach ndi tiép, ching ta lién thir d& bo thiét bj dAn nd mot An di." Su cang thfmg khén truong khién Sean bt diu dd
mO héi.

Hawkins dura tay lau md hi cho Sean, "Pumg lo Eing, con lai cir giao cho t61."
Sau do, Hawkins lién dat toan bo sirc chi y 1én qua bom.

Sean bdng nghi, liéu c6 thé 11 Montero di theo Hawkins nhu mdt cai bong, chtr khong phai Hawkins truy dudi Montero hay khong? C6 & cho dii da vé
nude, cling khong ¢ nghia 1a ho s€ duge huong thu sy yén ling.

Tim anh nhay 1én kinh hoang, gio> phtt niy ciing khi con & Baghdad hoén toan bat dong,

Néu I trude day, khi phan doan bom khong thé thao dd, bon ho con co thé mau chéng rit ra dén khoang cach an toan, ma & trén chiéc méy bay nay,
ho khdng c6 cho dé .

Khong gian nho6 hep nay dudng nhir cang ngiy cang oi bire, Sean biét hét thay cam gidc lanh trong anh déu do tAm Iy ma ra. Mbi khi Hawkins cét dit
mot soi day, udi kéo tyra ho cira 1én trai tim anh, than kinh anh cling phai run ray theo.
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"Sean, sau ndy ching ta con ¢6 thé ngdi méy bay rat nhicu lan, 10i cam doan déu k khoang hang nhét." Khong can ngang dau Hawkins ciing biét Sean
dang hét strc cang thang,

Sean bat cudi, "Néu con c6 in sau, ¢ thé t6i s& khong con mudn ngdi miy bay nira."

"Xoach" mdt tiéng, mi niit Sean run Ién, dudng nhur tit ca 4p luc déu ddn vé trai tim

Hawkins cudi nhe, nging dau 1én, than thé nghiéng vé phia Sean, hon mdi anh, "Chiing ta khong sao, Sean."

Khi Sean phyc hdi tinh than lai, moi nhin thdy Hawkins nim trong tay thiét bi kich n.

Thé ra mot hoi tht dai, Sean khong thé khong cam than minh con ¢ dugc bao nhiéu lin tim thy duong sdng trong chd chét?
"Cho t6i xem." Sean dua tay, Hawkins thay nd sang phia anh. Qua nhién, bén trén c6 tén “Montero”.

"Hén biét ching ta s& bay chuyén bay ndy, qua bomnay lai | mdt lan “kiém tra trinh d9™?"

"Khong phai kiém tra, 1 canh cao." Pau ngon tay Hawkins vudt qua hai soi day dién rong rudt, "Han mudn théng qua qua bom nay ndi véi toi ring,
durng c6 phdt 1o han, tro choi gitra han va t6i con chua cham dut."”

"Nghe ¢6 vé nhur tir mdt ké truy dudi, anh trd thanh con mdi ctia héin?" Sean khong biét phéi ni gi nita rdi, bay gior anh ciing rat mudn bat duoc
Montero, bdi vi mit ngay han con song trén doi, the gidi cua anh va Hawkins s&€ khong c6 mdt ngy yén binh.

Tét ca s& giong nhur lAu i cét, bat ctr i ndo ciing ¢6 thé bi nurde cudn trdi di.
"Hén biét t6i khong con ¥ dinh truy dudi hin nira, cho nén han phai khién t6i song trong phép phdng lo au."
"Anh tir bé truy dudi Montero tir lic no?" Sean nghi néu y khong quo durge Montero s& khong biét dimg lai.

"Vao lic cau bi throng vivung ......... ngil xubng bén canh t6i, t0i lién da tyr héi néu tiép tuc truy dudi Montero t0i & mét di nhimng gi. Sau d6 cau roi
khoi Baghdad, mdt minh ¢ trong phong bénh, t6i bong nhién hi€u dugc minh hin 1a nén ding lai. "' Hawkins cti dau xuong.

"Nghe ra ¢6 vé nhur anh vi t6i ma tir bd Montero." Sean théy hoi budn cuoi.
""Xem nhur di, it nht c6 cau nhic nhé t6i, Montero khong nén 1 tat ca nhitng gi t6i c6."
Ho nhin nhau, hon mudi gidy sau, Sean dtmg Ién, mo cira, ni cho tiép vién hang khong biét bom d bi vo hiéu hoa.

Khi ho thun loi dap xubng san bay Boston, nhan vién phé giai bom da mang thing dén king I& Ky qua bom di, tat ¢ qué trinh déu duoc tién hanh b mat,
tat cd hanh khach trén chuyén bay déu khong biet ho vira di dao qua cira tir mdt vong,

Hawkins va Sean dugc dua dén mot gian phong & san bay, ngdi d6i dién voi ho ladic phai vién cia co quan chéng khing b.

Trai qua mdt cude no6i chuyén, ho xac dinh ngudi ché tao qua bomnay la Montero James, mé co quan chdng khing bb dang thao luan c6 nén chinh thirc
dua céi tén ndy vao trong danh sach chong khing bo.

Khi hai nguoi roi khoi van phong thi hon ba :[iéng dong hd da troi qua, Sean da hét kién nhin vi hidu suat lim viée ctia nhirng nhan vién thude co quan
chong khiing bo, ma Rick ciing méi chura thay dén don ho nhw da hen.

Ma ho 101 di duge ciling 13 nhd Hawkins d6t ngdt chii dong 1én tiéng hoi, "Toi ¢6 thé goi mdt cude dién thoai cho ban cua t6i khong?"

Buoc su dépg y, Hawkins goi rerf)t cudc dién thoai @én Cuc Béo an, sau d6 dua dién thoai cho dic phai vién, sau khi cudc goi két thic, dc phai vién
lién tyc xin 161 vi da lam chim tr€ thoi gian ctia Hawkins.

Hawkins kéo Sean buée nhanh di khoi noi ny, tim dwoc Rick da doi ho dén mudn ngi it trén ghé.
"A, Thuong B8, rt cude da xay ra chuyén gi?" Rick cho Sean mdt cai 6m that n6ng nhiét.

"Lén xe rdi ndi saw."

Rick liéc Sean mot cai, y tir i giong diéu ciia Hawkins van khong cach nao thay doi.

Chos xe chay lén dudng cao tdc, Rick nghe ndi chuyén xy ra ¢ trén chuyén bay ciia ho, dau tién 1 lo Fing mudn chét, sau khi binh tinh lai thi bét dau dia
gion: "Neu toi cling ¢ trén chuyen bay do, anh thay li€u ¢ giong nhu ti€u to clia ching ta dot xudt c6 nhiém vy trén may bay?"

"T6i tinh nguyén chiing ta vinh vién s& khong lai ¢6 nhiém vu nhur vay!" Sean cudi nhin Rick.

So v6i vé tram miic day cang thing khi roi khoi Baghdad, hién gio tinh than ciia Rick c¢6 vé tt Eim, ma nguoi duong nhur ciing hoi mép ra.



"Cau ctng Anna thé nao roi?"

"Ha lp, anh cling biét 96 éy 1a phong vién tai Washington, ,téi da xin duqc’diéu dén cuc canh sat tai Washington, dén lic chirﬁlrﬂn'rc nhdm chirc, ching toi
s€ két hon. Lic d6 nhat dinh s& moi anh va Hawkins." Nhac t6i chuyén két hon, khudn mit Rick trd nén rang r& khong che giau duoc tuoi cuoi

"Puong nhién, nhdc!"
Nhitng ngay & Boston dién ra kha yén binh.
Sau khi xuét ngfi, Rick cong tac tai mot canh cyc trong thanh phd.

Ban ngy, Hawkins cting Sean di dao choi quanh thanh phé, budi ti Rick tan tim trd vé, hai ngudi s& ngdi trude man hinh choi game dén 12 gio. Con
Hawkins thi ng6i im ling xem tap chi & sau lung ho, tuy rang dai da s0 thoi gian y nhin vé phia Sean.

"Nay, ching ta ném Hawkins & kia mot minh khong t5t Eim di?" Rick nho giong hoi.

"Cé gi quan trong, néu khong cau mudn hin ta im gi? Ciing ching ta udng bia?"

Hai ngudi ciing nhau turéng tuong, hai ngudi bon ho udng bia, Hawkins lanh nhat ngdi mdt bén.
"Bang khong....... danh bai?" Rick d& nghi.

Hai nguoi nghi @én canh trén ban bai nhudm dam mot bau khong khi quy di, lic Rick va Sean ra bai con mudn cén can than thin nhin xem séc it
Hawkins.

"Ainha.......... Kho chiu.......... " Sean binh Iuan.

Sau d6 hai nguoi cing nhau quay dau lai, iéc Hawkins mot cai lai quay vé.

"Khéng 6 cach, so thich ctia nguoi nay khong qua nhiéu dé hoa nhap voi ngudi thudng " Sean fic e dau.

"Vay ching ta.......... Tiép tuc choi?" Rick nhin thoang qua dong hd trén tudng, mGi 11h, vi thé hai ngudi hung tri bimg bimg tiép tuc hing héi chién d4u.
Budi t6i trude khi ngy, tit dén, Sean méi vira thay 4o ngit, Hawkins lién md ctra phong anh, lig thitng di vao, dura vao turong nhin phia sau kg Sean.
Khi Sean xoay ngudi lai, phét hién trong bong t6i bén canh ti quén 4o c6 ngudi dang dimg nhin, anh hoang so.

"Hey, gian phong ny 1 ciia t6i, anh vio ciing khong cn gd cira mdt tiéng sao?" Sean nghiéng dau, bat méin.

Hawkins di vé& phia anh, ding lai trrdc it anh, nu cuoi trén mdi y khién anh run 1én, "Ai ndi so thich cta t6i khong dt dé hoa nhap? Chi can cau thich thi
t01 cling thich." (=w= Quén nhé mon!!!)

Sean stmg st mot chit, p tirc da biét y mudn lam gi , "Mr. Hawkins, chiing ta dang & trong nha Rick."
"Vay c4u hiy cd hét sirc dé nho giong lai." Hawkins hon mdt c4i Ién mét Sean rdi lp tic 4n anh Ién trén giuong,

Mot dém dy y lim thire ding sire, mbi mdt 1in ra vao déu khién Sean nghil y mudn Iy mang ctia anh, anh cén ring nin nhin thanh Am, hoi nghi Hawkins
chu dich lam anh phai cao giong kéu la.

May ma ngy hém sau Rick phai di lam budi sang, néu nhur dé c4u ta thiy Sean ciing Hawkins di ra tir mdt phong ngii, ¢6 I8 cu ta phéai hoc mau.
Hai ngurdi & lai Boston ba ngay, sau d6 quyét dinh tré v& Washington .
Rick dua bon ho dén san bay, hen ggip lai & Washington.

Lén may bay, tuy Sean van nhin tap chi, nhung long khong khoi cing théng hdi hop, khong biét trén chuyén bay ndy liéu ¢6 lai xudt hién mot “I& vat” cia
Montero nita hay khong,

Hawkins gio tay ra cam [y tay Sean, "Ciing mdt trd Montero s& khong choi hai lan."
Sean ciing hiéu than kinh ctia minh d3 trd nén quéa nhay cam, nhe nhang cudi cudi.
"Téi Washington rdi anh ¢6 mubn di thiim cha anh khong?"

"Khong can."



"Vy anh nghi ngoi & d4u?" Sau d6 Sean lai cam théy vén dé anh hoi thit budn cuoi, Hawkins durong nhién 1 mudn & cling anh.
Hawkins nhin anh, khong ndi 10 ndo.

"Toi bit, t0i biét!" Sean bdng nhién nghi dén néu lic Hawkins am céi gi v6i anh bj bic Mercy thély......... , "Nhung t6i phai nhéic nh anh, t6i séng cling
bac cua t6i, anh khong ché tot chan tay ctia anh mdt chit."

Khi md ra cira nha, Sean lp tirc ngiri thdy hiong hong tra thom phic ta ra.

"Bac, con da trd vé!"

Qua nhién, bac Mercy deo tap dé tir phong bép dira, "Sean! Chuyén di vui vé chir?"

Sean bi ba 6m thit chat, sau d6 ba mdi chi y dén Hawkins con ding mdt bén, "Chang trai ndy.......... Hinh nhu 1a ngudi ban da tirng dén tim con!"
"Bing vay, bac. Chiing con gip nhau tai New York." Nhat thoi, Sean ciing khong biét nén gidi thiéu Hawkins nhu thé nao.

Sean di trd lai!"

"Oi, Sean, béng hitu ctia con cling that nhiéy, " Mercy hudng én trén 1Au ho mot cau, "Andrew
Andrew? Anh ta dén day?

Sean citing Hawkins di vao trong phong khéch, lién thdy Andrew tir trén lau di xudng,

"Sean ——"" Khudn mit tuoi cudi ciia Andrew hoi cuong lai khi nhin thdy Hawkins.

"Hi! Andrew! Sao anh lai c6 mt trong nha t6i?" Sean t6 vé khong sao turdng tuong noi.
"Chuyén nay c6 gi dang ngac nhién? Trudc kia khi con con & quan chi vién, ranh 10 lién & dwa Andrew vé nha & vai ngdy, sau do hai nguoi s&€ mang
sting san di ngoai 6 & vai ngiy trong ngdinha gd clia cha con, sin thil va thr gidin." Bac Mercy dat tra banh xung, "Con yéu, con s& khong quén day
cha?"

Sean girong cudi, "Béc biét ma bac Mercy, tir sau khi con bi chén thuong & dau, ¢6 rét nhidu viée con khong con nh6 15."

Andrew van cudi, nhung anh niit d c6 chit am dam

"Piing 16i Andrew! Anh bt du nghi tir lic nao?"

"!Dﬁu tqén, t61 dugc nira thang nghi ngoi. Cau cling biét sau Kkhi chAm dirt nhiém vu & Baghdad t6i lai nghe Jill néi céu} bi thuong trong mot vu nd bon),"
Anb mat cia Andrew déo qua Hawkins, 'Téi that su lo lﬁqg, sau lai nghe n6i cdu khong bi thuong nang, lai da tré vé Washington, t6i yén tdm hon rat
nhiéu. Vira dugc nghi ién di tim cau, ai biét cau da chay dén cho khac."

Sean nh¢ 61 khi minh con ¢ quén chi vién, Andrew da timg giip d& minh rat nhiéy, e d6 anh da nhan thdy Andrew d6i v6i Sean khong chi nhu ddi voi
bang hitu thong thuong. P61 véi Andrew, anh vira kinh trong lai vira &y ndy.

"Céc cgu da gip lainhau, chi bang cir dén nha gd nghi ngoi vai ngay, " Bac Mercy tua h6 rét ¢6 hao cam voi Andrew, "Ngay ca diém tim bac déu da
chuén bi tt. Chang thanh nién ndy.......... Hawkins phai khong, cdu cling cing di di, méy ngudi tré tudi cling nhau giai tri."(Bac Mercy, bac mudn tinh
dich gap nhau long tranh hd dau a! TTMTT Bac min Sean ka ka thanh miéng thit trong mon banh mi kep nha!!! TTATT)
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"Puge 1di. C6 didu i bac Mercy thin mén, hién tai con sip chét déi, con mubn in bira t6i!" Sean liéc nhin nhanh qua vé mét ctia Hawkins, may qua,
khong c6 vé gi la tirc gian.

Ky that Sean ciing khong hiéu vi sao minh phai lo Hawkins s& tirc gian, dit sao Andrew ciing | ban cia anh, dén thim anh v6n 1 chuyén hop tish hop Iy.
Liic ho & trén ban an, bac Mercy duong nhur nghi ra chuyén gi: "A, trong nha ciing chi con mdt gian khach phong, hay 1a Hawkins, cau.......... "

Sean wira dinh n6i Hawkins ngu cing anh 1 duoc, nhung Andrew lai gianh lén tiéng trurde: "Hawkins tat nhién 1 ngii cing con, giudng trong khach
phong c6 vé 1on. Khong thanh van dé di, Hawkins?"
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"Phai." Hawkins gat dau.

Sean lai cam thiy hai bén huyét thai dwong truéng dau, && Andrew ngi cling Hawkins, nghi nhur thé ndo déu thiy ky quai, mong ring s& khong gy ra tai
nan gi moi tot.

Budi ti, ba ngudi déu tur thu thap hanh Iy dé ngay hom sau di ving ngoai 6 san thi.
"Sean, cAu ban Hawkins ctia con duong nhur khong méy thich néi chuyén a." Bac Mercy vira gitip anh gi ghém quéan 4o vira noi.

"Béc, anh fa.......... Poi khi khién ngudi ta cam théy rt ap e, d6 1a vianh ta B nguoi ¢ chit 6 chp, lai vo cing nghiém tic khi im bét cir viéc gi."
Sean di sang, 6m lay ba Mercy.

"Con yén tam, bac khong c6 gi phan cam vdi cdu ta. Ngudi ban ma con da dua vé nha nht dinh 14 ngudi ban rt quan trong ciia con, chi i Sean ctia .
bac van thich k&t ban voi nhitng ngudi c6 tinh cach hoat bat sang stia nhu Andrew. Khi con hoc trung hoc, con thuong gian doi ndi voi ta nguoi ban ngdi
sau lung con khong thich néi chuyén, con ciing khong biét nén giao tiép voi cau ta nhu thé nao."

"Bac, d6i khi ching ta hiéu mot ngudi, khong phai nhd nghe thiy anh ta n6i gi d6, vi 1oi ndi ra c6 thé 1a 101 khach séo ciing ¢6 thé 1 1oi n6i ddi ma thdi,
nhung xem anh ta hanh dong nhu thé nao ching phai so v6i chi nghe anh ta néi cang d& phan doan con nguoi anh ta hay sao?"

"Khdng sai, Sean ctia bac da thit sy trudng thanh." Bac Mercy dit 1én mat Sean mdt my hon chiic nghi ngon, "Hy vong ngay mai cac con duoc thu gign
thoai mai."

Trong khi d6, & phong bén, hai nguoi dang tr thu don db dac, mdt cau ciing khong noi.

Khi hai ngudi tat dén ndm trén giwrdng, Andrew cudi ha ha, "Hey, Hawkins, anh niim mo déu khong nghf t6i c6 mdt ngy s& ng cling t6i di?"
Pép lai anh ta i sy trdm nic ctia Hawkins.

Andrew xoay ngudi sang chd khéc, dbi phurong khong mubn n6i chuyén véi anh ta, anh ta tit nhién ciing s& khong tiép tuc tir tim mét mt.

Ma bén kia vach tuong, Sean con dang dung théing 16 tai nghe thanh 4 am vong lai ttr phong bén canh, anh chi s¢' hai nguoi kia hoi chit khong hop y nhau
lién lao vao danh. Nhung vi bén kia van thyre im Bing, Sean ciing dan dn budn ng..

Sang hom sau, bon ho &n xong bita sang lién chao tam biét ba Mercy.
Andrew l4i xe, Sean ngdi & vi tri pho 1ai, Hawkins ngdi & ghé sau.
Vira l4i xe, Andrew vira cting Sean ndi chuyén phiém

"Sean, d6 gia vi im mon nudng ciu c6 mang theo khong?"

"Mang theo, bia cling mang theo, yén tamdi!"

"Lan trude cho cu dé y mon thd hoang nurdng, két quéa cau dé it dén né dugc mot lic lién 16i PSP ra choi, tho déu bi nuréng khét!" Andrew cudi sang
khoai.

"Yén tam, 1in ndy toi khong mang PSP!" Sean ding néim tay d4m nhe vao vai Andrew.
Dudng nhur nhé ra chuyén gi, Sean quay dau lai nhin vé phia Hawkins: "Nay! Anh thich &n mon gi? Tho muréng? Chim tri mréng?"

D1 ring vin ném Hawkins mdt minh ¢ phia sau cing khong tot, nhung ngudi ndy ciing khong phai la nguoi thich tham gia n6i chuyén phlem Tinh canh
lfic ndy that gibng véi khi ho con & Baghdad kim nhiém vy, Rick I4i xe, Sean ngdi ¢ phia trude, Hawkins vinh vién ngdi & ghé sau giir trdm niic.

"Cau." Cau tra 101 ctia Hawkins im cho Andrew chot chao dao, xe thiéu chut nira chang Ién vong bao ho bén dudng

Sean ciing 1 khin cap nim chit Iy tay vin.

"Ping tiéc, Sean khong thé trat db gia vi rdi dem nuréng, bing khong t6i ciing mudn an." Andrew dura xe trd vé 16 tuyén, sau d6 ha ha cuoi.
Sean duong nhién hiéu diroc Hawkins n6i “an” anh B y i, ma Sean ciing dong thoi tin Andrew ciing hiéu duoc y ctia Hawkins.

Xe tiép tuc tién vé phia trudc trong loai khong khi quai di 4y, Sean tiép tuc n6i chuyén phiém voi Andrew, nhung anh khong con dam quay dau lai noi gi
vo1 Hawkins nira!

Ngbinha gd nhod ctia nha Elvis dugc kién tao & trong rimg.

Neghe ndi nd duge dung Ién nhan dip ky niém mudi miy ndm ngiy cudi ctia cha me “Sean”.



Ba ngudi xudng xe, Sean kha kinh ngac khi nhin thiy ngdi nha, md cira di vao, bén trong tuy bai tri don gian nhung lai ¢6 hoi thé dm ép thanh tinh.

Lau mdt | phong khach, 1u hai B phong ngi.

Nghe bac Mercy ndi, chame “Sea}n” von dinh sinh thém cho anh thém mbt em trai hodic em gai, nhung Vi me ctia anh méc bénh tim, ké hoach nay khong
the thure hién. Tuy vay, ngbi nha g6 ¢6 ba gian phong ngi, mt gian cho vo chong Elvis, mit gian dé danh cho Sean va gian con lai la danh cho em trai
hodc em gai chua bao gio ton tai ctia anh.

"Thyc may min, hai ching ta khong can dén di sin tha con phai chen chiic trong cting mit gian phong," Andrew cudi ndi voi Hawkins dang vao cira.
Sean ciing nhéch miéng cudi, néu lai & cho hai ngudi bon ho & chung, khong chimg ky di san thi s& bién thinh da ngoai 16i dai.

Buong hanh Iy, Sean kiém tra lai stng san va gian, sau do phan chi% chp Andrew va Hawkins. Lic bon ho nhan léy, Sean chot nhd ra mdt chuyén, "Hey,
nghe cho 10.......... Sting san nay chi ¢ theé ban thi nirng, khong thé ban nguoi!"

"Yén tim" Andrew budn curoi nghe Sean néi, anh ta véc sting di vé& phia khu rimg, "Nay Hawkins, ¢ mudn thi xem trong budi sang nay ai s& mang vé
nhiéu con modi hon khong?"

"San long." Hawkins ciing vac sting di vao rimg,
Sean thd dai, chi hy vong bon ho dirng lam chuyén gi ngy tho.

Trong rimg, Andrew nhim ngay mot con g 16i dang md thirc &n trén mét dat, con chura kip khau co thi da nghe mdt tiéng sting vang Ién, Hawkins tir
phia sau anh ta di toi, nhat con ga 161 bude lai bén hong, sau do tiep tuc di vé phia trudc.

Andrew bét déc di cuoi: "Hawkins, xem ra anh thuce su chan ghét to1?"

"Anh ciing biét?" Hawkins tra Ioi.

Khi Hawkins nin thd ngém pén mot con thd dudi tang cdy, Andrew ciing cudp By nd sing trurde, sau d6 bude tho hoang bén hong, lic di qua bén canh
Hawkms anh ta con c0 y dé con tho dung VélO’COI‘l 2, sau d6 di duwoc mdt doan lai dirng lai dimg anh mét budn curdi nhin Hawkins: "Anh ttre gidn vi toi
da dén tim Sean hay tirc gién vi t6i va ciu ta rat than thiet?"

"Anh thich Sean." Hawkins nhin Andrew, 4nh mit khong qua sic bén, nhung ciing rat khién ngudi ta cam thy ap luc.

Andrew lo' dénh dat stng Ién vai, ¢6 chit déing vé kru manh: "Toi thich cu ta. Vy thi da sao? Toi biét quan hé giira hai ngwoi, nhung chéing 6 gi chic
chan rang cdu ay s& vinh vien ¢ lai bén canh anh."

"Anh c6 thé thir xem." Khoe mbi Hawkins nhich lén.
Andrew curo1 nhao mot tiéng: "Trach khdng duge Sean ndi anh tir phy khong thé ndo ndindi"

Anh ta vira dirt 1oi, Hawkins bng nhién gio sting, sau mdt tiéng nd vang vong, vién dan xet qua méit Andrew huéng vé phia than cay phia sau, mt con
chim ngéi roi xuong. Hawkins di dén, nhit con chim ngéi I€n, "T6i lai c6 thém mdt con.”

Con hon san thi, Sean ky that cang thich cam giac dwoc dam minh trong bau khong khi thién nhién hoang so trong lnh, dii sao rimg cay rop mét va
tiéng chim hét so voi Baghdad gay gat khoc liét phai tuyét voi hon gap tram lan.

Anh ngdi xom dudi bong cay, xem dan kién khuan vac thirc an.

Tir xa, Hawkins da thiy dang vé chiam chi ctia Sean, tyra nhur mot dira tré. 'Y nhe nhang di dén gin, ngdi xubng trén r& cay bén canh anh.
"Ching rét tht vi?" Vai phtt sau, thiy Sean van khong nhiic nhich, Hawkins bén kén tiéng hoi.

Sean quay d4u lai, thiéu chit niva ngd quy, Hawkins voi d& Ay anh.

"Lau rdi khong xem, trude ddy t0i c6 thé nhin chiim chéim dén kién hogic mt con bo ngwra gi gl d6 miy chuc phit!" Sean cham réi dimg Ién, e ny moi
cam giac dui da té ran.

"Gidng nhur khi t6i nhin cu." Hawkins than nhién noi. (Lai nita né, ~ cong phu tan tinh!)
"Cai gi?" Sean con chua phan (g kip, Hawkins da gio tay xoay it anh v& phia minh, kh& hon.

Nu hon nay khong kéo dai, chi la chamne ma théi, nhung ciing du dé Sean ,hiéu duoc y Hawkins. Dumg thy y ca ngly vac khuén mit lanh bing, khi
can ndi nhitng di€u lAng man y van c6 thé mat khong do tim khong run noi rat rd rang,



Sean hit mot hoi, nhin xudng bén hong y, "Anh kiém duoc khong it!"
Cach d6 khong xa, mdt bong ngurdi nhin ho, sau d6 yén lang roi di.

Andrew c6 chﬁtnyéncubinﬁkhéngduqc, cho dui gip phai nhitng hoan canh thyre kho khin, anh ta van c6 thé t tin nd nu cudi, nhung gid phut ndy
anh ta lai khong thé.

Anh ta khong biét minh cling Sean rdt cude da dan xa cach nhu thé ndo.

La vao cdi ngiy Sean xin diéu di EOD nhung anh ta khong hé ngan can? Khong, khong ai co thé ngiin can Sean. Nhung néu anh ta ciing xin dwoc diéu
dén cung nganh, cd & moi quan h¢ ctia ho s€ khong trd nén giong nhu bay gio.

Khi anh ta doi 6 tru6c ga ra, nhin thdy Sean budc xgéng tir chiéc Hummer, thiy anh mit ciia ngudi dan 6ng lanh king dtmg bén canh Sean nhin vé phia
cauta, Andrew amthAmnhén ra cé gi 46 da thay doi chi trong it ngdy anh ta va Sean tach khoi nhau.

Trong long anh ta ddy 1én cam giac so hai, mubn thay di loai bién hoa nay, Kkhién moi thir trér vé nhu ¢l

Lic trude, khi con 6 quan tiép vién, cho diranh ta va Sean & hai lién d6i khac nhau, Andrew van cam théiyh() la that gﬁn g, 1ot cudc 14 tir e ndo moi
thir da thoat khoi quy dao?

Khi ba ngudi mang theo tam tinh khac nhau tr lai can nha g, Sean bt dAu xem xét vi nréng, Hawkins va Andrew bét d4u kim sach s& con moi.
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Bita nuréng hom Ay moi ngudi xem nhur an duoe vui swéng, Sean va Andrew udng bia néi chuyén phiém, Hawkins van tram méc nhur moi khi, ¢6 diéu
néu Sean hdi g, y cling khong lai tra 101 nhiing cau khien nguoi khac khé xir nhu trude nita.

Liic ho chuén bj don dep, bau troi dot nhién xAm xit lai, mira to 4o at trit xung. Ba nguoi danh bo lai dng dung cu bép niic va bia, chay nhanh vé
phong.

Ngay sau d6 sdm rung chép gidt, song ctra s biang gd déu bi tiéng sim chin dong rung Ién ko ket.

"Me oi, thirc khong thua gi lAn da ngoai dién tap hdi dy!" Andrew cam than.

"Cai gi da ngoai dién tap?" Sean hoi.

Andrew kinh ngac nghiéng d4u nhin lai, "Cau khong nhé & ? Sau dot dién tap d6 cau con phat sot!"

Sean sing st, lAp tirc ngurong nging ndi: "Sau lan bi chdn thuong dau, rat nhidu chuyén t6i da quén mét!"

Andrew khong néi g, chi tiép tuc nhin chiim chiim vao méan mira 3o at bén ngoai.

Hawkins 1én tiéng: "Dot 1 swdi lén di."

Vi thé Andrew va Sean moi hdi phuc tinh thin lai, bit dAu xem xét 16 suoi.

C6 lira, ca phong ciing 4m ap hon khong t.

Sean goi cudc dién thoai vé& cho ba Mercy, ba din anh nhit dinh phai cha y gitt 4m vio budi t6i, con mura ndy c6 thé con kéo dai dén tdi mai.
Ban dém, Sean cu6n minh trong chén Iong, tuy khong cam thiy qué lanh, nhung tiéng mura roi dudng nh khién anh tréng vang,
Cira phong bi ddy ra, cho dii nguoi dén di rat nhe, nhung Sean van c6 thé nhan ra d6 1 Hawkins.

"Sao vAy?" Sean ning ngudi ddy, dbi phuong ngdi xudng bén canh anh, kéo chiin ra trim Ién ca hai nguoi.

Sean bi y 6m Hy, hoi thé ctia ho tran ngdp quanh khitu gidc ctia nhau.

"Khong c6 g, t6i chi mudn 6m cau."
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Sean khong cu tuyét Hawkins, anh nghiéng nguroi di, cling 6m ]éy y. Sean nght, c6 & wira 101, tn sdu trong tiém thirc, anh da khat vong sy hién dién ctia
Hawkins.

Hawkins hon nhé nhe khiip khuon méit Sean, khong c6 hoi the ciia dyc vong, chi thuan ity nhéim biéu dat mot logi cam xic ndo d6 trong ong y. Sean
ciing hon Ién cam doi phuong, nhe giong noi: "Ngu di."

"U’" Hawkins ni non mot cau, hai nguoi ién 6m nhau chim vao gidc ngil
Khoang khic d6, Sean phét hién ra noi nao d6 trong ving trong anh dot nhién tran day.
Mura to khong biét tir ic ndo bdng chuyén thanh ti tich roi.

Andrew ¢ dudi ]51} chuin bi xong bira sang, sau d6 di dén trude cira phong Sean, von dinh gio tay g cira, nhung rdi anh ta dimg lai, nhd ra minh da lau
lam khong nhin thay Sean ngi.

Anh ta con nhd, trude ’déy khi con cting Sean ¢ chung mdt lién ddi, c6 mot 1An da ngoai huén luyén, hai nguroi ho dqu plﬁr} di phyc kich mot myc tiéu.
Trude khi mye tiéu xuat hién, hai nguoi lubn thay phién nhau theo doi tinh huéng. Bén phién Sean nghi ngoi, anh s& nhidm mat lai, nam ngay tai noi 4n nap,
hai tay van ning sting, nhung cam lai ti trén niit dat bun. Bo dang cta anh lic ay that im king, thdm chi ¢6 chiée 14 rung bay sat qua 16ng mi, anh ciing
khong biét.

Khoanh khéc 4y, tim Andrew bdng dap nhanh, khong thé khdng ché anh mt minh, nhin chiim chiim vao Sean, vai gidy sau anh ta moi giat minh tinh tao
lai, nhé dén muc tiéu ctia minh han phai & phia trude.

Gidr phut ndy, tay ndm Ay chdt cim ctia canh cira, Andrew that cin than day vao.

Khi anh ta nhin thiy hai nguroi ghé sét vao nhau ném trén girong, tt ¢ y nghi trong dau duong nhur dong climg lai, khong thé van chuyén, ciing khong thé
chi phoi than thé minh.

Andrew sitng sO' & noi do, that lau.

Déng vé ctia Sean khi ngii van binh tinh nhur xura, nhung vao phiit ndy Andrew bdng nghi, s binh finh ndy c6 phai vi 6 Hawkins ndm bén canh hay
khong?

Andrew ding hét tit ca khi hrc moi c6 thé ling 18 khép cira lai ma khong danh thirc bon ho.

Anh ta chim ri di ra trude cira nhd, c4i chudng gié bang gb treo trude cira lach cach vang.

Anh ta tir chdm cho minh mdt diéu thube, dira vao trdng nha khoi.

Trong khong khi tran ngap mii Am wot.

Anh ta tir ndi voi minh: Cudi Ién di Andrew, chuyén niy ciing ching ¢6 gi ghé gom

Hit vao mdt hoi, theo khéi thube Twon 1 trong khong khi lanh wdt, doi mdi Andrew nirt v ra mot dudng cong,
Néu hén ta 1 ngurdi ma cu mudn, vay t6i ciing chi ¢6 thé Iy viéc nhin thiy cau lam thoa mén.

Tuy rang nhur vy anh ta c6 chit thua thiét.

Liic ndy, Sean méc 40 ngii tir trén JAu di xudng, dang vé con ngai ngl, "Andrew, da thirc day rdia!"

"Phai," Andrew xoay ngudi lai, gio gio ban tay kep diéu thudc, ra hiéu, "Trén ban co bita sang, cau an di."
Sean kéo ghé, ngdi ¢ trude ban, "Oi chao, Andrew.......... Nhin khong ra tay nghé ctia anh ciing khong qué t8."

Andrew van ling ling nhin v& phia nin mura Jam thdm, "Cau thich in i dwoc. Néu cé mdt ngiy ciu nhin ra Hawkins lim mon gi d6 thue kho an, nhé toi
tim t61.”

Sean ngly ra mit lic, vai gidy sau méi hiéu duge y Andrew muén noi.
"Cam on anh, khong ¢ mdn sandwich ndo ngon hon mén sandwich do chinh anh lamra."

Chi cAn khong ai luét qua gidi han, bon ho s& vinh vien [a ban be, khong c6 nhitng cam xtic phtrc tap thira thai, chi co coi mo, tlﬁng thin chan thanh véi
nhau.

Sau khi nura tanh, ba nguoi lién thu don dd dac, 14i xe tr& vé& ni thanh Washington.



Tuy ring cudc san bin cing BBQ 1an ndy bj mura im mét himg, nhung Sean van cam thiy anh da git hai dugc rat nhiéy, dic biét 1 c6 thé lam ban voi
Andrew ma khong con khic mac.

Trong xe md mit bai hat xua cfi, dau tién 3 Andrew nho giong nhdm theo, sau do Sean cting cao himg hat 1én. Hai nguoi cang hat cang lon tiéng, dén
doan di¢p khiic, Andrew lai viron mdt canh tay khoac 1én vai Sean, ma Sean ciing ngira dau ca hat quén ca troi dat.

Tiéng hat ciia hai ngurdi hoan toan ln 4t giong hat cta ca si

Phia sau, Hawkins ot cyc 1én tiéng ndi chuyén: "Nhur vy lai xe khong an toan."

Sau khi y nghiém trang nhiic nhé I tiéng cuoi to ctia Andrew va Sean.

"Khéng hd 13 Hawkins a!" Sean quay dau lai nhin y mot cai day thimy.

"Cau khong tlﬁy 14 khién anh ta buc minh rit thi vi sao?" Andrew hoc ngit diéu ctia Hawkins Bp lai mot 1an, "Nhu vay lai xe khong an toan."
Sau d6 Sean lai bat cuoi En.

"Hawkins.......... Lamnguoi khong can qua nghiém tic, bang khong vé sau khi Sean virt bo anh, s& khong c6 ngudi nio khac ¢6 thé chiu dung anh duoc
nita." Andrew chinh lai gwong chiéu hdu, nhin vao khudn niit Hawkins, dua gion.

Hawkins dau tién 1 nhiu may, sau d6 ciing hiéu ra thAm y ctia anh ta, y nhe giong ni: "Cam on anh da nhéic nhd, 6 didu, Sean s& khong c6 co hoi dé roi
di.ﬂ

"Khong hd danh 1 Hawkins kiéu ngao!" Nhiing 1i ndy Andrew va Sean ciing liic Ién tiéng,

V& t6i Washington, Andrew chi & lai thém mot budi chidu lién roi di. Ba Mercy t6 vé rét ru luyén, dan do anh ta néu lai ¢6 thoi gian nghi phép nhd dén
choi.

Andrew va Sean 6m nhau thAn mét, sau d6 anh ta ciing chia tay ra voi Hawkins.

"Tam biét, Hawkins."

"Tam biét, Andrew."

Sean dimg trude cira nhin theo anh ta, cho tan khi bong chiéc xe taxi da trd thanh mdt chdm nhd moi trd lai.
"Anh ta 2 mdt ngudi ban dang tin cay." Hawkins noi.

Sean 6m canh tay budn cudi: "Hai ngdy trude cac anh nhin nhau con tran ngap thude sing. Xem ra khong chi phy nit, dan ong ciing | mot loai sinh vat
kho hidu."

"Sean

hét pho mét rdi, con di mua mdt it vé duoc khong?" Giong ba Mercy vong ra tir trong bép.
"Buoc a." Sean liéc nhin Hawkins, "Clng di?"

"Puong nhién."

Hai ngudi di vio trong mdt siéu thi gin nha, chon mot it pho mat va bia, sau dé di dén quiy thanh toan.

"Sean, chang phai cau di di du lich? Trd lai Washington rdi?" Mot thanh nién dmg phia trurde, nghe thiy tiéng ho néi chuyén bén quay dau lai, thi ra I
FEric Kul

"Eric! A, xin 1i, t6i ting n6i khi ndo vé s& goi dién cho anh."

"Puge 16i, dugc 1di, gin day t6i ciing kha ban biu, khong c6 thoi gian ddu mi nghi t6i cau." Eric ¢d tinh to vé lanh nhat.
"Pugc rdi, ngai si quan phién dich, khi ndo anh c6 thdi gian dén chd t6i ubng mot tach tra chiéu?" Sean budn curdi noi.
Eric chti y t6i Hawkins dimg sau lung anh, hoi stmg st lién kéo kéo Sean: "Sao Hawkins lai & day?"

M Anh ta dén tham t6i."

"A, khong ai c6 thé ngd ring mdt ngudi lanh nhat nhw Hawkins ciing biét quan tim dén dong doi, hay .......... cau I truong hop dic biét?" Eric nira dua
nura that.

Lic ndy, nhan vién thu ngén d4 tinh xong tién hang, nhic t6i 6 ctia minh 1én, Eric cudi vdi Sean, "Vay mai B ngiy cubi tudn, t6i dén thim nha ¢6 phai s&
¢d tra banh thom phirc san sang chd doi?"



"Puong nhién." Sean curoi.

Hawkins nhin theo bong Eric di xa, hoi: "Chéing phai 1 s quan phién dich & Baghdad day sao?"

"Diing vay, tht hiém thé}{ anh con nh6 16 tén ca anh ta." Sean vira tinh tién vira n6i, "Khong ngd phai khong, nha anh ta ¢6 mdt cong ty kinh doanh da
quoc gia, anh ta da hoc rat nhiéu ngbn nglt khac nhau d¢ lam viéc cho gia dinh. Hinh nhw anh ta con ¢6 mit ngudi anh trai, nghe ndi anh trai cua anh ta
cling tirg 14 quan nhan, & Afghanistan hay dau do... bi bomnd dirt hai chan."

Pén cubi tuin, ba Merpy nghe noi ban ctia Sean s& dén ben chudn bi mot ban diém tim. Ba | mdt nguoi phy nita c6i md, thich nhin théy mdt dam thanh
nién hudng thy modn diém tdm ctia minh.

Khi Eric t6i, anh ta con mang theo ca mdt bo hoa I6n, cling v6i vai cdu d& nghe, da khién ba Mercy vui vé cudi khong ngimg,

"A, ngay ca nam mo i ciing khong dam nghi c6 mot ngay minh ¢ thé ctling Howard Hawkins u6ng tra chiéu." Eric trimg it nhin vé phia Sean.
Sean ciing cudi, nho giong ndi: "Con i co ndm mo' ciing khong ngd minh ¢ thé chiu dyng ngudi nay dén tan bay gio.........
"C4i gi?" Eric ghé lai gin.

Sean phat hién Hawkins dang nhin cham chdm vio anh, xemra cau néi kia da bi y nghe 13, ngudi nay "tra thil tim' rét ning, khong chimg ti nay anh s&
khong duoc yén On, phai can than.

"Khdng cé viée gi, khong c6 viéc gi!"

Ba Mercy dén canh Eric: "Mr. Kul thin mén, ngai thich hong tra, tra sira hay ca phé?"
"Hong tra."

Mercy nhin Hawkins kh& cudi, "Howard yéu quy, ta biét con ua ca phé."

"Khoan 4, béc, béc vira m6i goi anh ta k c4i gi? Howard? Con Howard yéu quy?" Sean mo to miit, phai bit ring anh va Hawkins céi gi ciing déu da
lam, nhung van chura goiy la céi gi "Howard yéu quy!
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"Sean, Howard khong glong con, c4u dy [y mot dira tré ngoan. Sang nay lic con con dang miét mai ngi trén girong, Howard ching nhimg l4i xe dura
bac di gido duong, con rét kién nhan theo béc di siéu thi, chang nhirng stra chita lai dudng 6ng mrdc trong phong bép ma con sira ca méi hién." Ba
Mercy cudi, v v vai Hawkins, "Con con, dira bé hur sudt ngy chi biét cudi cudi lira gat ta cho qua chuyén, Howard dang tin ciy hon con nhiéu,
khong phai sao?"

Eric cuoi: "A, Sean thin mén, nghe c6 vé nhu Hawkins s& i ngudi chong t6t, cau ga cho anh ta dil"

Ba Mercy ciing rat nghiém tiic n6i: "Néu Tracy con chura két hon, Howard ciing B mdt hra chon khong sai."

Sean bi ho n6i dén ndi nguong nging .

"Bac biét trong cau chuyén ciia thanh nién cac con s& khong ¢ chd cho ba gia nay xen 1oi, bac s& di chuén bi bita t6i. Néu can gi hdly goi bac."
"Vayra.......... Hai nguoi thue sy dang.... tim hiéu nhau?" Eric 6m chén tra, thép giong hoi, cham chi nhin Sean.

"A, ding vy." Sean khd I kinh ngac, lic & Baghdad anh va Eric tiép xtic vi nhau cing khong nhiu. Tuy ngwoi thanh nién ¢6 gia gido lai hoa dong nay
khién anh rat hao cam, nhung Sean khong nghi rang anh va Hawkins ¢ trudc mat anh ta biéu hién ra quan hé tinh cam ctia minh 15 dén the.

Hawkins rop mit xudng, ling Bing ubng ca phé, khudn mét khong c6 cam xiic.

"Ha ha, thdy la vi t6i nhin ra?" Anh mit Eric t6 vé dic ¥, "Dimg quén ring toi In Ién giita chén im an."
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"Bac dai gia khong ky thi dan thudng ching 01 t5t 0. Sean cudi cuoi. (Hawkins nha anh ma | dan throng 4? Ngudi anh 1oe loe ci méc tam nhj dai:
Quén nhj dai, phti nhi dai, hac dao nhidai... ==

"Phai rdi, Sean, sdp t6i hai ngudi c6 y dinh g khong?"

"A, sau khi nghi phép c6 thé Hawkins s& di Sudan, con toi chuan bj xuéit ngdi. Chinh phii ¢6 thé s& séip xEp t0i dén mdt nganh ndo d6, canh st..........
nhan vién tri an, cling c6 thé 1a nhan vién FBI?"

"Toi s& khong di Sudan." Hawkins dat chén tra 1én ban, nhin vé phia Sean, "Bét dau tir thang sau, t6i s& chinh thirc xuit ngfi, tién dén FBI hoac a mot
nghanh nao khac."

"A?" Sean ngn ngudi, anh khong thé tudng tuwong dwoc mdt Hawkins khong c6 bom trong cude song.
"Anh n6i thit sao?" Hién nhién Eric ciing bi 1o ctia y khién cho siing so.

"L that." Hawkins gat dau.

"Piéu ong Ay thuc sy khong mudn chinh 1 t6i s& phat nd nhu mot qua bomy, thdi bay tét ca nhitng gi ong 4y vat va xdy dung dugc." Hawkins nhéch khoe
mdi c6 chit chAm choc, "Hodc la.......... "

"Hozc 1 6ng Ay mubn bao vé anh, bat ké anh mudn di dau, im gi, chi can noi d6 an toan, ong Ay s& ding hét sirc minh gitip anh thyre hién." Sean cuoi.
Khi Eric di, anh ta dua cho Sean va Hawkins hai témthiép moi du tiéc.

"Pay I tiéc mimg sinh nhat me t6i, khach khira déu i doanh nhan, nham chén lai di tra.......... " Eric nhuéng iy, "Néu cac anh t6i, # nhét t6i s& tim
duoc ngurdi cling minh n6i chuyén ma khdng phai dien tro."

"Anh c¢6 cam doan dugc ring thirc an trong bira tiéc s& toan & mon ngon?"

"T6i cam doan." Eric cudi va di.

Poéng ctra lai, Hawkins ngéi trén s0 pha, nhin Sean qua qua lai lai don ban.

"Nay, bac Mercy n6i anh [ dira tré ngoan, dira tré ngoan sao khong dén gitip t6i don ban?"

"Cau chura timg goi tén to1." Thanh 4m ctia Hawkins trAm thip, phang phat khong vui vé.

Sean ngimg tay, hoi ngira du ¢ vé suy nghi, "C6 18 [ boi vi......... Nhin anh khong qua dé than can, khién ngudi ta.......... Khong cach ndo..........
"Vay Iic ndy sao khong thir goi tén t6i?”” Hawkins nghiéng dau, anh mét vin bam st Sean.

Sau d6 Sean chiim rai xoay nguoi lai, dua vao bén ban, nhin vé phia y.

"Howard." Sean nhe giong noi.

"C6 thé lp lai mdt Tan khong?"

"Howard." Sean nghiém giong.

"Lip lai mot n."

"Pugc 16i, Howard, t6i muén mang nhing chén dia ny vao phong bép!" Sean xoay ngudi di, n nd ny cudi.

Bita tigc clia gia dinh Eric i mdt bita tiéc rét chinh thic*, vi thé Sean danh phai tim tit c4 ty trang ma minh c6 trdi ra trén giurdng.(* Pugc phén biét véi
bira tiéc gia dinh than mat, trong cac bita tiéc chinh thirc - hay tiéc x& giao - nhitng ngurdi dén dy thirong mic comple (nam) va do da hdi (ni).)

"Pay I tit c4?" Hawkins dtng phia sau anh, hoi.

"Nhu I3 tham gia 18 nham chirc." Moi dénh gia cua Hawkins vinh vién khong biét né miit ai, "Di thoi, dira ngoai mua hai bd moi."

Chéing nhitng 107 nhin xét ctia y khong biét né nang, ma gu thAm ni ciia y ciing chéng biét né nang 1a gi.



Khi ni¥ nhan vién cira hing dem timg bo timg bd tay trang gia ca trén troi dwa dén trudc nit y, doi iy ciing chi la mdt tiéng “No” lanh king,

Mic dity ¢6 mdt khudn niit cue ky anh tudn, nhung diéu d6 ciing khong khién céc c6 gai ndy vinh vién kién nhén.

"LAy hai b ndy di." Sean tity tay cim Iy hai bd hop véi s6 do ctia ho, di dén quy thanh toan.

Ma nhitng ngudi ban hang thi ding 4nh mt tran ngp biét on nhin anh.

"Pi thoi, Howard!" Sean diic biét nhan manh cai tén, "Trén thé giéi nay khong c6 thir gl 3 hoan my nhur anh mubn, ngudi ciing vay, quin 4o ciing vay."
Hawkins khong ndi gi, chi ling laing di Ay xe.

"Téi chi mubn cho ciu duge mic do tot nhat ma thoi." Lic khoi dong xe, y noi.

Vaingay sau, bon ho di dén biét thy cta gia dinh Kul

Gia tdc ctia Eric con gidu co hon nhiéu so véi trong tudng twong ciia Sean. Ca tda biét thy thoat nhin giéng nhur mot Nha Tréng thu nho.

O san trude, trén tham co duoc tu b ti mi, cac ban an duoc trai khén trai ban tring mut, bén trén 1 vo cling phong phii céc loai thire an, khién cho
nguoi ta khong biét phai lra chon the ndo.

Nhitng ngudi phu nit miic 18 phuc tao nhd dang néi ndi cudi cudi, nhitng ngudi dan ong thi tam roi khoi ban gii ctia minh, ty tap lai nAng ly tro chuyén.
Sean nhin ra xung quanh, nhung nhét thoi khong thiy bong dang Eric dau.
"Howard, néi tht ra, néu anh d mdt my nit ¢ & s& cang thich hop vai nhiing tiéc ting kiéu nay."

C6 1& vi hai ngudi ho dién mao anh tudn, ¢6 wu thé hon nhiéu so v6i nhitng ngudi dan Gng Ion tudi bung bia xung quanh, vi thé ¢6 hai co gai tré dang di vé
phia ho.

Sean dang tim tit ca nhing gi ¢6 chira pho mét, Hawkins iy mit c4i khay trén tay anh, 16i anh di dén mot goc khudt.

"Sao vAy?" Sean ky quai, dura mét nhin xung quanh, thAy hai ¢o gi kia dang nhin nhin ho chim chiim, "Hey Howard, néu c6 my nit dén tim anh néi
chuyén, t6i s&€ khong ghen ti dau."

Hawkins 16i anh dén khtic ngoit ctia hanh lang bén ria san, dit khay an lén trén ban. "Nhung t6i s& dé y."
"B¢ y c4i gi?" Sean hoi xong moi cam thdy minh ngde, Hawkins tat nhién s& dé y cc ¢b gii viy quanh Sean .
"Xemra cau cling hiéu duge ." Hawkins cudi khé.

C6 diéu vi tri ho dang dimg lic nay rat thoai mai.

Sean an c4i gl déu la tac phong binh linh My dién hinh, nhung Hawkins lai &n rét tao nhd. Sean van cam thiy "Tao nhi" 1a mot loai éo 14 gi do, nhumng sur
tao nhi ctia Hawkins lai cho thiy mot loai phong d6 ndi liém va nghiém can.

Ngay khi Sean vira huéng thy pho mét, vira tréing tron thuong thirc Hawkins, Eric cam mdt ly ruou limg thitng di dén.

"T6i da tim cac anh khip noi, con dang lo céc anh khong dén, thi ra 1 trdn & ddy." Eric binh thudng nhin da rit tao nhé, ic nay mai toc duoc chai nép
can thin lai cang trd nén chimg chac.

"Thirc an rt tuyét, dac biét [a pho mat." Sean curdi, cham ly nhung lai lam sanh ca rugu bén trong ra ngoai.
Hawkins von dinh dua tay d&, nhung ruou chay qua k& tay y, van thim w6t dng quan Sean.

"Sean, ky thyrc cu khong can kich dong nhu viy khi nhin théy ti." Eric budn cuoi, chi chi vé phia biét thyr, "Lau ba, phong thir hai bén trdi, trong d6 c6
y phuc ciia 61, tim mdt c4i quin dé thay di."

"Khong can, du sao t6i cling chi ngdi day thoi."

"Cau dinh chd mit troi giap cau hong kho? Di di, ¢6 gi phai ngai nging. Toi s tiép dai Howard than yéu ctia cu." Eric ngdi xudng, "Cudi cling ciing
dugc nghi ngoi."

"Vay cam on, hy vong tdi s& mic vira quin ctia anh." Sean dtng ddy, vong qua dam khach khira di vio trong biét thy.

Anh di dén phong thir hai bén tréi ciia ting ba, mo ctra, ca gian phong déu t6i den. Sean s& soang md dén, va rdi ngdy ngin ca nguoi.



Noi nay can ban 1a khong phai la phong chira y phuc, ma I mit gian chét day nhimg thir rit ky quéi.

Sean khong hiéu rd Fim, nhung anh biét noi nay khong phai noi anh mudn dén, vira mudn xoay ngudi di ra thi sau trong phong bdng truyén dén tiéng xe
lan.

"Néu da dén day thi di vao nhin xem, that lau rdi t6i khong c6 khach." Mot giong nam 6n hoa vang lén.

Trude nét Sean la mt cai mang sit ndi lien Vo tran nha, c6 rat nhidu nhanh ubn hron trong khong trung, phirc tap dén khién nguoi ta khong phan 1o
dugc, phan cudi cuia mang sat nam trén it dat.

Xe lan tir phia sau cta hé thong ky dindy di ra, mjt nguoi dan ng c6 khudn mit kha glong Eric nhung duong nhur ¢6 pha tron dong méu ngoai qudc
ngdi trén xe. Mai toc dai miu den mém mai budce lai phia sau, sac mit tai nhot, tira nhu da rat Jau rdi khong tiép xtic voi anh ning mit troi. Hai tay anh ta
ro1 khoi banh xe, dat Ién trude dui, anh ta ngang du 1én, nhin v& phia Sean: "C4u I khach ctia bira tiéc?"

"A, ciing khong hén. Téi chi 1 khach do Eric moi t6i ma thoi." Sean thoang suy nghi, "Anh 1 anh trai cta Eric?"

"Ding vy." Nguoi dan 6ng gat dAu, ctra s6 trong phong bi che lai bang vai thd, dudng nhur anh ta ciing phét hién Sean dang nhin chim chim vao birc
man. "Cau thay t6i [a mit nguodi quai go?"

N T6i chi nghe Eric n6i anh hau nhu khong rdi khoi cin phong nay."

"T6i khong thich ngurdi khac nhin chiim chim vao hai dau gdi cut lin cta t61." Di phurong curdi khg, "Tén t6i i Romon, con cau? Cau cé dong ¥ & lai tro
chuyén voi t6i mot lic khong?"

"Toi la Sean, néu anh }(héng ng,ai, tAt nhién t6i rét’sﬁn 1ong trd chuyén cing anh." Sean nhin quanh tét ca cac loai thiét bi ky quéi trong gian phong, mbi
mot mon do twa ho deu co cho déc bigt, "Anh giong nhu mot nha phat minh."
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Chuong 65

"Toi chi la mjt ké nhan 101 khong biét lam gi ma th6i." Romon binh than gio tay gidt soi day thumg tha xuong tir trdn nha, mot qua bong sit tir trén dinh
méng st kn xudng, "Toi d tinh toan rt k§ timg goc do, timg khoang cach, khi qua cau nay roi vao c4i b nho kia vira ding 10°."

"A..., that tha vi!"

"Tro tre con thoi." Romon khé curdi, anh ta dua Sean di quanh can phong, gii thiu timg thir ma anh ta phat minh ra, sau d6 ding lai truée mot cai ban,
ra hi€u cho Sean ngdi xuong phia doi dién.

Diing liic Sean vira ngdi xubng, 4m tra trén ban tyr dong nghiéng di, nurde tra chay vao trong chén.
"Thir ndy moi thét thi vi!" Sean nghiéng dAu quan sat dong co phia dudi Am tra.

"Ha ha, t6i phai mit ca mdt ngdy m6i lim xong thir nay, Eric con noi mudn dira nd thanh mit hang san xudt dai tra, dira bé nay troi sinh i thuong nhan."
Romon dit chén tra xuong trude miit Sean, "Ném thir di, day 1a hong tra do t6i tu pha."

Sean bung chén lén nhip mdt ngum,"Hirong vi rét tuyét."

Trudc day nghe Eric miéu ta, Sean con tudng riang anh trai anh ta | mdt ngudi am trdm. Boi I ¢6 rat nhiéu binh lish chiu thwrong tat tir chién trudng tro
ve mic bénh tim ly, nhung nguroi dan dng trurde niat anh lai co vé rat 6n hoa coi md.

"Cau timg di nghia vu tai Baghdad?"

"Bing viy." Sean khong biét ¢ nén ni cho anh ta biét anh & EOD hay khong, dit sao hai chén ctia Romon ciing bj bom hity hoai. C6 1§ ciing vi Iy do
nay, khi nhin thay Romon anh méi ¢ cam giac muon cling doi phurong n6i chuyén, muon an Ui anh ta mdt chut.

"Chén t6i bj bomnd thurong ton..... trong mdt lan thyre hign hanh dong gin giit hoa binh & Afganistan." Romon ding ngi diéu binh tinh ty thuit chuyén cil
cua anh ta. Nhung Sean biét ¢ phia sau loai binh tinh nay cat gidu mdt n6i dau don khong thé ngudi ngoai, ¢6 dicu thoi gian troi qua lu giip cho anh ta

quen voi cam giac dau dén ay.

"T6i bi hét tung Ién, hai chan rat dau, nhung t6i vn rt tinh tio nhin ra mot phit d6 minh da bay én.” Romon xoay xoay chén tra, anh ta mim cui,
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nhung Sean lai cam thiy trong nu cudi ciia anh ta khong c6 dau dén hodc kho chiu, ma nhur thé dang nhd lai mdt ky niém vo cing tot dep da qua.
Diéu niy khién Sean cam thiy khong thoai mai, du cam ctia mdt quan nhén tirmg vao sinh ra tir n6i véi anh rang anh can lp tirc roi khoi day.
"A... Romon, & dudi kia con c6 ban t6i dang doi, t6i can phai xudng thoi." Sean né nu cudi to vé dy ndy, "Nhung t6i cam doan s& con trd lai thim anh."

Romon binh théin tira vio lung ghé, ung dung nhin Sean: "Sau lan d6, ti bét dau nghién clru nhitmg mdn d6 nho nho nay. Nhung ching cling khong phéi
1a phat minh ma t6i dac y nhat...... Hodc phdinéi la....... chua phéi tdic phamnghé thuat."

Mi niit Sean kh& run Ién, anh day ghé ra chuén bi roi di.

Nhung chi trong nhay mét khi dimg Ién, anh d bat dau thiy ciin phong chip chon dao 16n, ca ngudi déu lung lay dimg khong vimg,

"Gidy phit bom phét nd gidy phit vo cing dep d&, gidy phit ma cai chet dén gan thit gidng nhur thude phién ngam vao ching ta, thit chat thin kinh ctia
chiing ta, 1am cho chiing ta muon ngung ma khong dugc. Toi timg nghf ring s& di Hawkms damme g5 bomla vi hén ciing huréng thy loai khodi cam nay
nhu t6i, ¢ diéu 1 rang 1 6i sai roi." Giong néi ctia Romon du duong du dwong, giong nhur dang ké truyén c6 tich cho tré nho nghe.

"Anh ta...... Khong phai loai ngudi nhur anh!" Sean ¢b hét strc loang choang roi khoi ghé.

Anh phai di ra ngoai, anh khong thé tiép tuc & trong ndy.

Romon...... Romon......

Mt trén lanh 8o dén son da g4 lan téa toan than anh, anh bong nhién hiéura...... Romon chinh |3 Montero!!!

"Cau tirng nhan huén luyén & bo doi dac ching?" Xe Iin ctia Romon chdm i di theo phia sau Sean, "Trong chén tra wvira 101 01 ¢6 cho mot chit “phu
gia”, nguoi binh thurong khong kién tri dugc 1au nhur vay. Sean, cau thyc kién cuong,”

Tao khong ¢ hirng thi véi o1 ca ngoi do!

Sean c6 nin nhin, anh phai di ra ngoai! Phéi néi cho Hawkins...!

"Bimg cd cudng lai nita, Sean." Giong n6i ctia Romon nhur con 4c mdng quanh quén bén tai Sean.

Clt me may di!

Ctra phong bién thanh vo s6 khung hinh chit nhét chao déo trudc it anh, tat ca moi thir déu bat dau xoay tron.

Sean vuron canh tay mudn nim Ay ndm cira, nhung ngay khi dAu ngén tay anh cham dén, tit ca moi thir déu roi vao bong thi.
“Ba” mt tiéng, anh ngl xubng.

Romon lin xe dén bén canh anh, ngodn tay tai nhot khé vudt toc anh"Cau cudi rit dep mit, bé ngoan...... Hawkins c6 tirng ndi cho cau biét didu d6 hay
khong?"

Sau do, han ta mdt tay kéo 4o Sean, mot tay diéu khién xe lin, ¢b hét strc di dong vao sau trong phong,

"Nigoai ra, ti con rat am hiéu thay ddi giong néi, cdu doan xem, néu Hawkins gip mit toi, iéu hin ta c6 thé nhan ra t6i 1 ai hay khong?"

i dén sat chan tuong, hén ta budng Sean ra, kh& vin mit cai bong dén, nhitng moén db ky quéi trong phong bt dau di chuyén, che khuat it twong,
"Ti ciing c6 thé gidu cau di nhur vay," Romon cudi khé, " Ma cau ta thi dii tim khip noi déu khong thé thdy cau."

Ca gian phong tré nén tréng rdng, nhur thé chura timg ¢ chuyén gi xay ra.

O bira tiéc phia dudi san, Hawkins nhiu nhiu may, Eric cling ning ¢ tay nhin dong hd: "A? Sao Sean van chura quay lai? Ching I8 cau ta thire sy khong
nEc vira quan cua toi?"

Hawkins iy di dong goi cho Sean.

Pang dem Sean 161 dén trén girdng, Romon luc iy chiéc di dong dang vang Ién trong tii quan anh, cudi nhe rdi By cuc pin ra.
"Thé ndo ?" Eric hoi.

"Cau ta khong tiép may."

"Téi Ién phong thay d6 nhin thir xem." Eric budng ly nrou, dimg day.



"Chiing ta cling di." Anh mit Hawkins tram lai.
Hai ngurdi ciing di 1én Jau ba, Eric ddy cira can phong chira y phuc, bén trong 1 hang loat y phuc duoc sip dit ngin ndp cn than.
Thuc 13 rang, Sean ciing khong & trong ndy.

" Sean -- Sean --" Eric di doc theo hanh lang Ién tiéng goi, mot nit gitip viée di qua, Eric gitt ¢6 gai lai hoi, "C6 mot vi khéch dén phong thay y phuc Ky
tay trang, cO c6 thay anh ta khong?"

"Thua ngai, c6 1§ ong Ay da t6i nhung t6i khong thiy...... Ngai ciing biét tit ca ching t6i déu ban ron ngoai bita tiéc."
Eric nhin vé phia Hawkins: "Hay 1 anh goi dién vé nha Elvis, xem ¢6 phai cdu ta da tré vé thay quin o hay khong?"
Hawkins lai goi dién thoai, ba Mercy tiép may. Nhung ba lai néi Sean von khong hé tro vé.

Cup dién thoai, Hawkins bt ddu mo cira timg phong timg phong mot, di vio xem xét.

Y ¢6 mot loai du cam, Sean dang & ngay tai noi nay, khong hé roi di. Tuy ring loai cam gidc nay khong hé ¢6 co so.
C6 mot gian phong khong md duge, Hawkins nhin sang Eric, "Cé chia khoa khong?"

Eric biét Hawkins khong mo tat ca céc phong ra xem xét mot Jin 1 s& khong bo qua, "Pay 1 phong lim viée ctia cha t6i khi ong con sdng, sau khi ong
mat chura c6 ai st dung dén."

Cira mo ra, bén trong c6 ban hoc, sau ban hoc 13 mot ké sach sat dat, rat quy phai

Hawkins di vao, phat hién gia sach thudc kiéu trong turong, sau turong 1 san, gian phong cin ban khong thé ding dé gidu nguoi.

"Nay, Hawkins...... N6i thit ra, sao t0i ctr c6 cam gic...... Anh dang cho riing t0i bét coc Sean?" Veé miit Eric 6 chit khong vui, "Toi nghi réing ciu ta |
nguoi lon roi, lai timg 1 bo doi dac chiing, khong ai ¢6 the lam gi ciu ta ma than khong bict quy khong hay, 6 1€ cau ta chi mu6n di noi ndo d6 mot chut
........ C6 I& cau ta cam thay anh quan ly cdu ta qua kho tho......"

Nhitng 1 nay khién shc miit Hawkins thay d6i, Eric ciing nhn ra cam giac lanh 180 niy nén tir gidc im bat.

"T6i chi mubn tim thiy cu ta." Hawkins ra khoi phong, di dén trude cira mot can phong khac.

"Hey, do 1a phong ctia anh trai t6i." Eric ngin can Hawkins mo cira, "Anh trai t6i khdng thich nguoi khac tiy tién di vao phong riéng ctia minh."

Hawkins nghiéng d4u nhin Eric, d6i phuong thé' dai, tyr minh dén gd ctra: "Romon, em ¢6 thé vao khong?"

Vai gidy sau, trong phong vong ra tiéng nic quin 4o, "Vao di, chuyén gi?"

Eric mo cira, ddy ki mot gian phong kha trong trai, c6 mdt ngudi dang ndm trén girong, dén trén du giuong duoc bat sang, 16 rang dang 1 ban ngay,
tamrém clra van nang né ru xuong kin khong khe hd.

"Anh nghi trnra som that." Eric dan Hawkins di vao, "A..., em c6 mdt ngudi ban, von Ién trén lu muron y phyc dé thay, nhung di da 1au roi ma khong thiy
quay lai."

"Xem ra nguoi ban ndy ctia cau thie thich choi trén tim." Giong Romon rat 6n hoa, tura nhur muc sur trong gido dudng.
"A, chuyén do...... Trén thuc té cAu ta rat dimg dén, khong mé loai trd choi nay." Eric nhurdng may, "Romon, ¢6 ngudi nao da timg dén day chura?"
"C6." Romon tam dirng mdt thodng, "Hai ngudi cac cu. Khong gidi thidu cho 6 biét mot chit vé ngudi dimg phia sau ciu sao?"

"Anh dy I Howard Hawkins, bon em quen nhau ¢ Baghdad." Eric nhin vé phia Hawkins, 4nh mt ctia y dwong nhu 1uén nhin chiim chiim vao Romon,
Eric khéng thé khong huych nhe y, nho giong n6i, "Anh ay khéng di duge."”

Liic 4y Hawkins mdi chim ri di chuyén anh niit, thiy bén kia girong c6 modt chiée xe lin.
"Romon, bon em con phai di tim anh ban kia, chiic anh ngii ngon." N6i xong, Eric y bao Hawkins cting minh 161 di.

i ra hanh lang, Eric ding giong diéu v cting nghiém tic n6i voi Hawkins: "Anh & chd cua toi tim kiém Sean, sao khong thir dén noi khac tim? T6i khong
biet ¢ phai anh lam cdu ay mat hirng hay thé nao, nhung & Baghdad chinh 1a nhu vay, chang phai cau ta thudng ndi gian voi anh sao?"

Hawkins tam dirng budc mot thoang, nhin Eric, "Toi biét roi."

Sau do6 y xoay nguoi roi di.



Eric nhin theo bong ung y, kh& ning cam Ién, anh mit t6i tam: "Chuyén nay that phién toai......"

Hawkins lai tim kiém khép trong d4m khach khira mot lan, van khong c6 bong dang Sean.

Di vio bdi d6 xe, xe ctia ho van dimg & chd ndy. Y lai lién tuc goi dién cho Sean, nhung van khong c6 ai nghe may.

Cho dén khi it troi Bin, bira tiéc chim dirt, khach khtra luc tuc ra v&, Hawkins van dtmg d6 nhur cii, suy tur vé nhitng noi Sean c6 thé di.

Dién thoai vang, y p tirc nghe may, dang tiéc lai 1 Eric goi toi .

" Tim thdy Sean chua?"

"Chura." Hawkins nhfu mi.

"Nhu vay di, anh di vé trude cho mdt chut, néi khong chung chémg bao lu nita Sean s& vé nha. Néu toi rmi M cau ta van chua Ve, ching ta c6 thé bao
canh sat." Eric hit mt hoi, "Noi thire ra, bay gio t6i cling thiy bt thuong, dua vao tinh cach ctia Sean, néu cau ta co chuyén can roi di nht dinh s& goi
dién cho chiing ta, s& khong dé ching ta khiip noi tim kiém."
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Chuong 66
"T6i s& bao cho anh khi c6 tin tirc vé cu ta." Hawkins ndi xong lién I4i xe roi di.

Y lixe loanh quanh v6 muc dich trén duong, di dén nhing noi ho timg ctng nhau di qua: siéu thi, tiém ca phé, cau lac b temnis... Y biét y kho c6 thé
tim dugc Sean ¢ nhitng noi 4y, nhung y khong thé ngin can minh tim dén.

Miii cho dén chin gior t6i, y chi nhan duge mot cude goi, B ba Mercy goi dén.

"Oi, Howard than mén, bac khong goi duoc cho Sean, thing nhdc dang & bén canh con sao?"

M Caudykhong......... " Hawkins mudn n6i déi, nhung y lai khong quen n6i déi, "Bon con khong & canh nhau tir lic con & bita tiéc."

"A, thiing nhc khong biét nghe 1 kia chéic s& khong lai kén véc téi chay di du lich & déu d6 di?" C6 1& vi Sean ciing séip ba muroi tudi, ba Mercy kh6 ¢6
the nghi dén anh s& gap nguy hiém trong tinh huéng nhu the nay, "Ba ban Lydia thin mén cta béc bi bénh, bac phai dn cham soc ba ay, khi bac tro veé
vao ngay mai, bac nhat dinh s& thay con day do Sean, thang bé lai dem con virt & mdt bén?"'

"A..." Khong biét vi cai gi, nghe ba n6i dén "virt lai", Hawkins thdy nhéi dau trong 1ong. Khong biét vi 1§ g, y so nhét 1 c6 mdt ngly Sean s& virt bo y.
Lic ndy, Eric ngdi trén giudng ctia Romon, hai ngudi ké can tyra vao nhau.

Trong phong khong md dén, chi co chit anh sang mo hd tir bén ngoai chiéu vao qua khe cira so.

"Romon, n6i cho em biét, sao anh lai bt coc Sean?"" Eric khé nhich nguoi tlﬁp xuéng, tura dAu Ién vai Romon.

"Bdi vi syr ton tai ctia hin khién Hawkins mét di y tudng tiép tuc cting anh choi trd choi nay."

"Anh khién em cam thiy trong long anh, trd choi ndy con quan trong hon c em!"

Romon phat ra mdt tiéng cudi khd: "N6 qua thit quan trong hon em. Boi vi néu tro choi nay két thic, anh khong biét phai dua vao cai gi dé tiép tuc song
sot."

"Anh i ké nhAn tAm nhét trén doi." Eric thé' dai, giong ndi tré nén trdi ndi, "Ma em, s& vi trd choi ctia anh, khién gia toc ching ta bi huy diét."

"Sao? Néu em quan tim dén tién tai va dia vi ma gia toc niy mang lai, em c6 thé rdi khoi trd choi nay ctia anh, v nhur khong biét gi ca." Gipng néi ciia
Romon cho thay mdt loai than nhién khong sao ca.

"Anh biét ma Romon......... Em chi mudn minh anh!" Eric 6m ]éy nguoi ngéi bén canh anh ta, "Hién tai.......... Han 1a Sean da dugc dua dén can ctt bi
mit ctia ching ta."
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12h dém. Hawkins l4i xe vé& dén trudc cira nha.

MBi mbt 6 cira sd déu tdi den, y di vao trong phong ciia Sean, m dén, cin phong tréng rong khién ngudi ta nan dong
"Cau 1ot cudc dinoinao .......... Sean..........
Trong lic d6, Sean chdm rii tinh lai khoi con mé, dau anh dau mubn vo.

Anh muén dura tay day day tran, khuyu tay lai va vao mot vét kim loai lanh budt.

Trong d4u anh thoang hién lai hang loat nhing hinh anh trude lic ngt di, nu cudi cia Romon, 4m tra, cira phong..........

"Dam!" Sean nh6 ra minh mubn di ndi cho Hawkins biéty .......... Anh mo choang miét, trude it t5i den, ngoai trir trén déu c6 méy 16 nhd sang nhan nhat
giip con mat anh chdm rai thich Umg, sau do6 tir tir anh thay dugc may céi 1o nho phat sang d6 khong phai Ia do anh sang it troi ma 1a do ngon dén.

Hién tai rdt cudc i ban ngiy hay i budi t6i?!

Anh dinh ngdi ddy, nhung dau dap vao mdt tim st, anh cir dong than thé va lo so phat hién ra minh dang bi nhdt trong mot chiéc hom bang sit, néu
khong c6 nhitng ci 16 nhd trude mét, anh d4 c6 thé bi chét ngat bén trong!

bay Ia dau?
Sean bat gidc hiéu ra anh héin i bi Romon bét giam.

Lai nh6 t6i ngudi ny 1 anh trai ctia Eric, m bira tiée nay ciing B do Eric moi bon ho, hét tam phin murdi hai nguoi ho da thong dong véi nhau! Néu
Hawkins chura bi hai c6 1§ cling dang bi bon ho dua gion trong long ban tay!

"Son of bitch!" Sean cin ring, ndng khuyu tay danh manh én néip hom ca chiéc hom sét rung Ién loang xoang, anh mién cudng ngdi ddy dwoc mot nira
than minh.

Sean tiép tyc huych manh vao néip hom, nhw mdt con da thi bj nhdt, vai phit sau ciing chi danh néim im vé chd cii. Khong 6 tiéng dong gi khic ngoai
tiéng dong do chinh anh gy ra, me no, rot cude noi day la céi noi quy quai nao?

Néu Romon chinh 13 Montero James, hin rot cude mubn bt anh dé lam gi? Uy hiép Hawkins sao?

Hawkins da khong con mudn theo dudi bom ctia hin ta, tai sao Montero con mudn mao hiém 16 dién dé bét coc anh?
Chét tiét! Noi nay rot cude ¢ nguoi hay khong!

S& khong doi dén khi anh bién thanh mdt ci xac kho ciing khong co ngudi phat giac di?

Hawkins ngdi trén giudng ctia Sean, cti dau.

Y cam ly dién thoai, lai bAm mot day s6. Mot lan, hai lin déu khong c6 ngudi don nghe, cho dén Jan thir ba y moi nghe dugc mot thanh am diy ngai

"Johnny, 1 t6i, Hawkins."
"A, Hawkins! C6 phai cu vinh vién ciing khong hoc duroc lic nio nén goi dién lic ndo khong nén hay khong? Bay gior 1 nira dém, lay Chiia!"

"T6i can anh tim cho t6i mdt ngudi."

V!Ai?”
"Sean Elvis ."
Ao Khong thé nao? Lan trude cau da mudn toi tra cho cau ban ghi chép sir dung tai khoan ciia cau ta, Anndy .......... Ciu ta lai bién mét? Hay |

cAu vdn chua tim duoc ciu ta?"
"Toi tim dwoc rdi, sau d6 cAu ta lai nét tich ."

"Mt tich d3 bao 1au?"



"Khoang hon murdi mit tiéng."
"Khong c6 tin tirc sau bdn muroi tm tiéng moi c6 thé xem nhur mét tich." Johnny ¢6 chit tirc gidn mubn cup dién thoai.

"CAu ta da xdy ra chuyén, t6i biét." Giong Hawkins lanh nhur béing va bén nhon, "Cho d Ja ké ndo da bt cu ta hay thuong ton ciu ta, cho dit phai dudi
dén tan dia ngyc.......... Toi cling s€ 161 duge thang khon d6 ra."

Johmy sting sét, anh ta biét Hawkins rét it khi tim ban bé hd tro, hon nita lai ¢6 loai thai do dit ton ndy, "Thudt lai moi chuyén da phat sinh cho t6i nghe,
cho du la viéc nho nhat."

Tia néing ban mai xuyén qua bé cira s6 chiéu vao trong phong, Hawkins van duy tri vé mit nhu cfi, nhin ra phia cira, giéng nhu Sean s& xudt hién va giip
y xua tan con & mong nay.

Pién thoai b6ng nhién vang, Hawkins cAm Ien, théy duoc sb dién thoai, trai tim nhu vot ra khoi 16ng ngucy.
"Sean! Céu dang & dau?"

"Cam giac mdt minh chd mét troi moc nhur thé nao?"

Pdng tir trong nhay niit phong dai, ho hip thoat cai nghen tai yét hau Hawkins, "Montero!"

"Thire ¢6 16i, khong phéi Sean yéu quy ctia may. Bat qua may chi ¢6 ba ngiy, may ciing biét mdt ngudi khong c6 nude, khong ¢ thire an ciing s& chi
song dugc ba ngay?"

"May bét coc cau ta!"

"Ding véy, bira tiéc kia thir duy nhit khong thiéu chinh 14 nguoi, nguoi va nguoi, mu6n dura mot nguoi di khong phai la chuyén kho. Hawkms néu miy
¢6 mot mon dd ma may rét thich, may phai demné gidu dén noi ma nguoi khac khong thdy dugc, néu khong.......... May s& mét nd."

"Cau 4y khong phai db vat." Con thinh nd ctia y dan dan roi xudng, cho dén khi trd nén lanh nhu bing

"Tao thich nghe giong may nhur by gio, ¢ vay tro choi moi tha vi."

"D6 1a trd choi cua may, khong phai ctia tao."

"Puoc i, du thé ndo thi day cling la cue choi cubi cting giira ching ta, trude kia khong tinh, vé sau cting s& khong 6. Cho dién thoai cua tao, ngoan
ngodn kim theo 104 tao, ¢6 thé tao s& can nhiic cho nguoi tinh nho ctia may con song dén khi tro choi cham dut. Neu may cho bén thir 3 biét chuyén
nay.......... Tao biét my ¢6 banbe & FBI, me cua may va CIA cling c6 quan hé t6t Bim, nhung chi cin oanh mot tiéng, ngay ca thi thé ctia Sean Elvis
may ciing s& khong tim thay dugc."

Hiéin ndi xong, dién thoai lién ngt.

Khi Hawkins mudn goi lai thi dién thoai ciia Sean khong thé tiép séng,

Y ndm trén giwrong, ngon tay run riy, khong phéi boi vi phin nd, y so hai.

Cho dén khi miii vi than quen ctia Sean nhe nhang 6m trim quanh y, tim tinh ctia y mi dan Fing dong,

Di dong lai vang Ién, ltic ndy 1 me ctia y goi dén.

"Hi, my boy, néu ta doan khong sai thi liic ndy con van con dang cling “ngudi ndo d6” trién mién & trén giudng?”

" Con lai mit di cau 4y." Hawkins cudn minh lai ¢ trén giudng,

"Cau ta lai chay di rdi? Hay 1 khi ¢ trén girong con biéu hién qua manh m&? Khong sao ¢4, ching ta ¢ thé lai dong tai khoan clia cauta ..........
"K hong phai, me. Cau Ay khong mudn roi khoi con, 1 con da khong gitt Ay cau Ay that chat."

"Pa xdy ra chuyén gi, phai khong?"

"Khong, me a. Con s& giai quyét."

Sau khi két thic cude goi, Hawkins ding ddy tir lam bita sang Néu Montero ndi mudn choi voi y, vay thi y s& tuan thi quy tic, nhung c6 mdt vai
chuyén s& khong giong nhu Montero s liéu.



Y chop mit mit liic vao budi trura, bat ké muc dich ctia Montero 14 gi, phai nudi tinh than tinh tao y mGi ¢6 thé do sirc véi hin.
Bubi chiéu 220, y lai nhin dugc cude goi tir Montero.

"Ban than mén, bay gid may roi khdi nha, di vé& huréng bén tay phéi, khong JAu s& nhin thiy mot tram xe dién, khoéng 3 hay 5 phit g do, s& c6 mot
chuyén xe s0 hiéu 339, may lén chuyén d6, hon murdi phiit sau, may s€ duge bict tao muon may lam gi." Han ndi xong, dién thoai lai ngat.

Hawkins lim theo 11 héin, tim durgc tram xe dién. Vai phit sau, chuyén xe 339 dimg & truée mit y.
Trén xe chi c6 mot nira s6 ghé da c6 khach, Hawkins di én tim mot chd ngdi, king 18 nhin quanh.
Néu Montero mudn Hawkins phai im gi, vy chi c6 mot viéc —— G& bom.

Xe chuyén banh chura duge méy bude, bo dam cia lii xe lién vang,

"Roger, chi y, chiing ti vira nhan durgc tin théng béo trén chuyén xe ctia anh ¢6 bom......... "

"Cai gi? Bom!!!"

Thanh 4m d4y kinh ngac ctia li xe khién hanh khach lap tirc x6n xao.

"Nghe 16 day Roger, anh tuyét d6i khong thé dimg xe, phai tiép tuc cho xe chay!"

"T6i biét.......... Phai tiép tuc cho xe chay.......... Conco gican........ "

Trong liic &6 hanh khéch ciing bt ddu hoang sg, ho nhao nhao yéu cau dimg xe dé di xubng,
"Céanh st s& nhanh chong dén trg gitip, nhét dinh khong thé dimg xe, tdc do phai dat trén 40knvh."
"Pa 15!" Lai xe nubt khan, ngon tay siét trén tay l4i d3 triing béch.

""Tha chung t6i ra ngoai!"

"Tai sao khong ngtng xe!"

Tham chi da c6 hanh khach tién 1én mubn ép budc 1i xe dimg xe, mo cira.

"Néu van tdc ctia xe xudng dudi 40kmvh, bom s& phét nd!" Lai xe ciing rong lén.

"Anh néi déil"

"Tai sao t6i phéi ndi dbi! Ching I& t6i khong mudn dung xe lai roi rdi khoi ddy hay sao!"

Léi xe gao kén, trong xe nhét thoi im king,

Hawkins dén, hoi anh ta: "C6 biét bom dugc gai & dau khong?"

"Khong biét.......... T6i khong biét.......... " Lai xe da hoang hdt dén n6i khong nén 1, may ma lic ndy con chura dén gidr cao diém, trén duong khong qua
dong duic, nhung bon ho da vuot qua may Iuot dén do, ddm phai nguoi la chuyén sém hay mudn.
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Cir chay méi nhu vdy, xe ciing s& can xang, Hon nita chi con khoang mdt giy dong hd nita 1 dén lic tan tam.
Liic ndy, tiéng coi xe canh sat vang 1én bén tai ho.

Hi vong bét dau tran ngép trén khudn it cac hanh khach.

Ctra kinh trén xe canh sat duoc ha xudng, mdt cai loa 16 ra: "Tai xé, bay gio anh hily di theo xe ctia ching t6i. Ching t6i s& dira anh dén mdt noi tréng
t[.éil'
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Co ks XUAt hién ctia canh sat khién 14i xe cam théy an toan hon, anh ta ciing binh tinh hon trude.

Xe duge dua dén mot san thé duc.

Noi d6 da c6 xe ctia FBI cho sin, Johnny dang tira vao ctra xe nhin ho dén gan.

Hawkins voi vang goi dién thoai cho anh ta.

"Ha, Hawkins! Toi biét cau can sy gitip d& ciia t6i, nhung hién gior t6i dang phai xir Iy mdt vu rét phién phrc.........
"Cho t6i biét bom duroc cai ¢ bi tri ndo, t6i dang & trén chiéc xe nay."

"A, damn! C4u dang & trén d6! Noi ndy i Afghanistan hay | Baghdad!" Johnny budn buc.

Chiéc xe chay timg vong timg vong quanh san thé duc, 1ai xe khong ngimg chi y dén bao xang,

Canh sat dang uiép khai bién phép ctia ho, ho tim duge mdt chiée xe buyt khac, chay cling toe d6 voi chiée xe co bom, bic mdt tim van gd it ngang
hai chiéc xe, chuyén tirng hanh khach tir bén nay sang bén kia. Cudi cting, chi con Hawkins va 1ai xe ¢ trén xe.

"Nay, anh ban, anh con ¢ trén xe limgi.......... " Lai xe c6 vé cing thing,

Lic nay, di dong ciia Hawkins cting vang, 1a Johnny.

"Hey! Sao cdu con chua xudng?!" Giong ctia Johnny ciing thure cim tirc.

"Bom dugc cai ¢ vi tri nao?"

"Ké cai bom cho chiing t6i biét bom duoc dit & ghé cudi cing hang cubi cing."

"T6i phéi thao qua bom ndy, néu khong I4i xe van s& khong thé roi di, ding khong?"

"Hawkins! Dmg n6i vi t6i cau lén chuyén xe ndy chinh i dé thao do qua bom do!"

"Bing vy, Johmy.......... Néu t6i khong d& bo né, mdt ngudi vo cling quan trong voi t6i s& chét."

"Bimg n6i véi toi ngudi vo cling quan trong d6 ciia cdu 1 tay li xe! Cau Mp tirc xudng xe cho t6i! Cau phai biét néu cau xay ra chuyén gi cha me ciu s&
1ot xac t6i!"

Hawkins dirdé'n hang ghé cuéi ctng, nam Gip xudng san, qua nhién nhin thdy mot qua bom dugc cai dudi ghé ngdi. Mot soi ddy xuyén qua tAm sit phia
thing xe, néu y doan khong lam, soi day d6 duoc noi voi dong co.

Hawkins dd sém du doan dugc trong trd choi clia Montero s& khong thé thiéu bom, y théo ba 16 xudng, 16i cac loai cong cu thio do ra.

"T6i s& ap tirc cho nguoi 1én 16i cau xudng xe!" Johnny ha quyét tim clmg rén.

"Anh c6 thé cho ngudi Ién." Hawkins vitng vang ci bo vo ngoai qua bom, "Téi s& bé giy ¢d bon ho. Néu qua bomnay phat nd, t6i ciing s& bi nd theo."
"Cu dang dua véi toi ddy a?"

"T6i khong dia. Pumg néi chuyén nita, t6i s& bi phan tim." Hawkins n6i xong lién ngit dién thoai.

"Anh ban! Anh thirc sur biét thio qua bom dé sao?" Li xe run réy hoi, “Dé cho chuyén gia dén lam viéc ndy chéng phai s& tot hon?”

"T6i chinh 14 chuyén gia." Hawkins vira dirt Ii, tay y da ct dit mdt soi day.

Phia trén c6 mdt thiét bj thu phat song. C6 1§ ic Ay Montero ciiing c6 mit & gin tram xe, thiy y 1én xe rdi lién khoi dong qua bom

Quan trong nhét B, thiét bi kich nd & chd nao?

Hawkins tra tim rét u méi gidt minh hiéu ra kip nd ctia qué bom chinh | dong co, néu kim dong ho do vn toc ha xubng dudi 40kmvh, thiét bi cam img
s€ tur dong chuyén nguon dién, nguon dién duoc chuyén ti€p s& truc tiép kich nd, da vay, y phai lam cho n6 khong thé chuyén tiép!

Hawkins cn thin mé ra vo ngoai clia thiét bi camung toc do, théo bod kirr}déng ho. Pay la mdt qua trinh hét strc tinh t& cAn trong, mot khi cong cu clia
y cham phai soi ddy dién mdng manh bén canh, qua bom s Iap tic phat no.

May ma l4i xe van viing tay, khi Hawkins g& duroc kim dong hd xudng, y lién Ién tiéng ni voi li xe: "Anh c6 thé dimg xe."



"Anh.......... Anh chic chir? Con qua bom? Anh g& duoc rdi?”

"Khong, t6i chi khién n6 khong thé cam tmg dugc tde do."

"Troi a, t6i khong thé.......... Toi khong thé.......... Néuné phat nd thi im sao bay gio?" Ngén tay cia li xe ctmg ngiic & trén tay lai.
Hawkins di t6i, ctii ngudi xubng ddm manh §én phanh.

Tur ——mdt tiéng vang Ién, khudn mit 14i xe tai nhot, phia ngoai san thé duc, FBI ciing md to miit doi gidy phit chiéc xe nd tung,
Johnny 6m Ay mt.

Xe hoan toan dung lai.

Thé gioi trd nén yén tinh.

Hawkins ding giong binh finh n6i véi tay tai xé dang quén ca ho hip bén canh minh: "Anh con dinh & day bao Au?"

N6i xong, Hawkins khong nhanh khong chdm rdi khoi chiée xe, 1ai xe loang choang 1o do theo sau y chay ra.

Ma doixa ly chét nd cta Washingtor} dang & d6 khong xa sin sang thirc thi nhiém vu. Hawkins di dén trude mat ho va noi: "Chi cin md dong co ct dut
soi day ndi tiep voi qua bom 1a co thé truc tiep thao do."

Ho nhin Hawkins, khong thé tin ni nguoi thanh nién nay c6 thé binh tinh nhur vay.
Johnny buéc nhanh t6i, "Rt cude cau mudn Bm cai quy git"

Negay tai khi namtay cua Johmy sdp vung dén truée niat Hawkins, y By toc do nhanh dén chong nit vin iy ném dém ctia Johnny v 16i anh ta lai gan,
Johnny dau dén nhe réng tron .

"Ngoai Sean Elvis, t6i khong dinh dé cho bét cir ai khac danh t6i." Hawkins dy Johnny ra.
"Cho t6i biét tat ca trd quy ndy 1 thé nao!"

"T6i khong thé." Hawkins ni roi lien bo di ra khoi dam nguoi.

"Béy gio cau chura thé di, ching toi con chua cho cdu lim ban tudng trinh!"

"Téi chi ¢6 thé ndi ring t6i kén xe bugt, gap mOt qua bom, t6i da v6 hiéu hoa thiét bi cam tmg tc do ctia nd, sau do xe dimg lai. Toi c6 thé di dugc
chura? " N6i xong, Hawkins ciing khong can biét gi nita, bo di.

C6 ngudi mubn ngin y lai, Johnny Eic dau ra hiéu, anh ta biét khong ai ¢ thé ngin dwoc Hawkins, "C4u ta i ngudi ctia ching ta."

"FBI?"

"Bing vay." (O, 000, viy la Hawkins duoc quyét dinh vé FBI rii???)

Khi Johnny va cac ddng doi con dang trd chuyén véi nhau, Hawkins da di ra khoi san thé duc.

Hon hai phtit sau, y nhdn dugc cude goi tir Montero.

"Well done, boy*." Giong héin mang theo vé thoa miin. (* Lam tt Fim, cau bé.)

"Cau dy & dau?"

"Bimg ndng, hom nay mi chi i ngity dau tién ma thoi. Vé nghi ngoi cho 6t di. Tao biét c6 mdt bigt thyr ding dé thur gidn rt tbt, dia chi va chia khoa da
duoc dua dén trong hom sira* nhNa Elvis." (*Tuong ty nhur moi nha déu c6 mdt hom thur trude cira, ho cling co mit cai thimg/ hom dat trude cira nha dé
nguoi giao sita ddt stta vao d6 moi sang som.)

Pién thoai bi ngfit.

Hawkins don mot chief:c taxi, vé dén nha ctia Sean, qua nhién & trong hop dung sita y tim diroc mdt chiée chia khoa va to gidy ghi dia chi. Y goi dién cho
Johnny, cho anh ta bict dia chi do.

"Téi can anh gitp t6i diéu tra xem khu bt dong san nay thude vé chit sé hitu ndo."

"Hawkins! Hom nay c4u d cho t6i phién toai Ién! Gior cdu con mubn toi dén gitp cau!”



"Piéu ndy rat quan trong voi toi."

"T6i doan ring diéu ndy ¢6 lién quan dén Sean Elvis! Cau phai cho t6i biét chuyén gi da xay ra!"

"Khi ndo tra duogc chi o hivu ctia khu dét kia, goi dién cho toi." Hawkins ngit dién thoai, sau d6 l4i xe dén toa biét thyr ghi trong gidy.

Pay 1a ca mot khu bigt thy, nhin qua I biét gid tri xa xi.

Hawkins tim dwroc bién s nha, dimg chia khéa mo cira vao.

Y khong md dén, boi vi khong ai biét trong nhay miéit khi y bat dén liu c6 lai dong cham gi dén mot “1€ vat” ndo d6 ctia Montero giri lai ddy khong,
Y bt dén pin, trong phong khach, trén ban, c6 mbt td gidy, mit trén chi viét c6 vai chir: “Ca biét thy niy déu I 1€ vat tao tang cho may”.

Hawkins hoi simg sot, ngang dau kén, liic ndy y moi phit giéc trén tuong ¢ ddy dién 10 ra ngoai. Loai phong ¢ xa xi ndy chic chidn s& khong dat day dién
16 thién, Hawkins bong hiéu ra y Montero, ca toa biét thy nay 6 the la mdt qua bom!

Hawkins kiém tra tit ca cac phong, cudi cling & trong phong ngii danh cho chi nha phét hién mot chiée hom sit. Mot vai soi day 10 ra ngodi, khong biét
1a kéo téi dau.

Hawkins phat hién thém duoc mdt thiét b hen gioy & trong hom, thdi gian con lai 3 tiéng dong hd.

Y thé ra nhe nhom. Bén canh hom st c6 mdt tor giéy g'?ip lai. Hawkins md ra va théy so d6 mach dién coa biét thy.

Hawkins khong chit chdm tré, y mang ban dd Jan theo nhirng soi day dién kéo dai, tim xem chiing dan téi du, sau d6 danh ddu kén so do.

Khi tit ¢4 dd dugc danh déu xong, y phéi tinh toan tht ti mi, kién nhin va tp trung, tuy ring thoi gian con lai khong nhiéu,

Lic ndy, ndm trong mot cai hom sit khéc, Sean da xody ra duoc céi dinh d¢ cubi cing,

Anh thira nhan e moi dau khi phat hién minh bi giam trong cai hom nay, anh qua thyre nén nong. Sur im ing bat thurong 6 xung quanh khién anh bét an.
Anh sang nhat roi vao 16 nh6 vinh vién khong thay d6i, Sean khong biét minh c6 nén cam on Montero hay khong khi hén con dé lai cho anh mt chiéc
den.

Anh khong biét trong quing thoi gian anh bi nhdt & day, bén ngoai da xay ra nhing gi.

C6 phai Hawkins dang tim anh khép noi?

Khong c6 thire an, mrdc ubng, khong ai im ban, ciing khong c6 tur do.

Sean bdng nhién bt curoi.

Anh nhé dén Hawkins timg néi, y mu6n khoa anh lai & mdt noi chi ¢6 hai nguoi, déng tiéc ¢6 vé nhur Hawkins kho ma vao dugc trong cai hom st ndy.
Sean viron tay cham dén néip hom, nhén ra minh cham vao mdt cai dau dinh. C6 I céi dinh ndy 1 dinh xody.

"Lay Chtia, con doan ring Nguoi ciing khong mubn con & trong ndy khoanh tay cho chét!" Sean quyét dinh diing tay xoéy céi dinh nay, nhung né chic
dén ni dau ngén tay anh dau nhirc.

Sean xé ly vat 40, "Néu Howard biét, liu c6 thé giét minh hay khong, c4i 40 so mi nay c6 vé that dat tién!" (Khong, anh 4y s& mua cho anh ca mdt nha
may chuyén cung hang cho anh xé! ==)

Anh quAn miéng vai quanh ngén tay, do khong gian cht hep nén mdi in xody anh chi ¢ thé sir dung sirc ctia ¢b tay va ngon tay.
"A —" Tiéng kéu tran ra tir trong c6 hong, co thé anh ciing cimg, chan cong 1én, tan cho dén khi dAu gbi cham Ién dinh dau.

Pinh é¢ ¢6 chut n6i 1ong, didu ny khién tréi tim anh nhéy nhét, cang thém ra sirc, anh vin cai dinh cho dén khi ngdn tay khong thé cir dong moi nim vét
xuong.

Th phi phod, anh nghién ring nghién loi ndi: "Romon, chd tao di ra ngoai, tao s& bé giy ndt hai canh tay con lai ctia may!"
Nighi ngoi mjt liic, Sean lai bt dau c6 ging xoay tron cai dinh.

Mubn xody toan b céi dinh rdi ra  khong thé néo, diéu duy nhét anh c6 thé |m & dem tt ca nhing céi dinh viin 1ong ra, sau 6 thir xem c6 thé dap
bat cai ndp homra duogc khong,



Ngon tay anh dan tr& nén chét king, tham chi lic anh nghi tay, ca canh tay déu run Ién ban bat*.(*Hién twong sau khi ding sirc qué d9, co bip tré nén
bin rin.)
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"Minh s& khong vi chuyén nay ma méc bénh Parkinson(1) ddy chir.......... " Sean ty dua voi minh, "A, Howard than yéu, anh hdly ¢t cho t6i roi khoi day
va ding déi tay run rdy ndy 6m anh dil"

Sean c6 ¥ bét chirde giong diéu ctia ba Mercy, sau khi noi xong lai tir minh thiy 6n muén oe!

"Puoc roi, Hawkins.......... Néu t6i con ¢6 thé di ra ngoai, con c6 thé gap laianh......... Toi s& that ngoan ngodn, that ngoan ngoén & lai bén anh, cho dén
the end of the world.(2)"

N6i xong, Sean hit sdu mdt hoi, cong ngudi én, chuyén sang mdt dau khac, tiép tuc cong trinh xoay dinh vi dai.

Noi thye thi Itc ity anh rat nghi ngd ngdn trd va ngon cai trén ban tay phéi ctia minh liéu c6 phéi da sép tan phé hay khong, anh ciing khong biét minh ¢
nén cadm on ngudi dong dinh cting khdng ddng qua chat, cd & nguodi d6 ¢b nam mo ciing khong nghi dén Sean s€ dua vao ban tay khong d€ van ra muoi
sau cai dinh.

Trén thure té 13, khi Sean vin long duoc tam céi, anh thuc su da mét kién nhin, bat diu cong cudc dap nép hom

Am thanh chin dong nguoc tro lai }dﬂén chinh anh cam thiy chodng vang hoa m¥it, nhung anh ¢6 thé cam gide duoc qua thire cai nép hom da bat dau
long ra, sau khi va cham vai chuc 1an, anh da thap thoang nhin thay khe hé.

"Pugc 16i duge 16i, thoat nhin minh can phai tiép tuc cd ging." Ngon tay phai ctia Sean dd dau nhirc dén tan trong xwrong, hodc 1 néi ding hon, vét
thuong da an sau vao tan xuong cot, "Ching ta khong thé uén dyra vao ban tay phai huy hoang ctia minh, phai bict rang cho du la khi “choi sung”, tay
trai cling co the khien chiing ta thich thi!"

Bang sirc ngon tay trai, hodc 1a nho nhing cti va cham wira i da m nhitng c4i dinh cang long ra, cudi cling Sean da van roi dugc hai céi dinh.

C6 didu dé 1am dwoc miy viée von rit don gian ndy, bay gid anh da phai ton mét khong biét bao nhiéu thoi gian.

Sau d6 anh ding manh vai nhét vao trong tai, anh khong dinh chura ra khoi hom da tir bién minh thanh ga diée!

Sau khi chuén bj xong hét thay, anh lai bit d4u dap nip hom

Sau vai chuc huot nita, “cach” mot tiéng, mdt bén nép hom bi ¢4 mo, khoanh khéc 4y anh vui suéng vo cling, anh biét anh con cach gidy phit thanh cong
khong xa.

Thé x4c va tinh thin duoc ung hd, Sean cang thém ding strc vé d4 1én trén, ca cai hom it chin dong, Sean md to it nhin nép homda bi bat ra, sau do
bat cuoi lon.

"Thanks god! Thanks god!*" (*Camon Chua!)

Sean loang choang di ra ngoai, dAu xoay mdng mong, Sau khi dimg vimg, anh bét ddu quan sat xung quanh.

Péy 2 mot kho hang, chiéu cao khoang gan 50m. Cé gian chi c6 mdt cira thong gi6 va mdt cai cira cubn.

Cira thong gi6 qua nho, cho dii phé cac phién thong g6 anh ciing khong thé chui qua.

Con lai ciing chi ¢6 cira cudn. Sean di sang phia d6, khi nhin thdy mdt thir bam vao phan tiép gidp gitta mit d4t va canh cira, anh thor dai.
D6 la mdt qua bom, tic phong tiéu chuén ciia Montero .

Anh doan rang khi ¢6 ngudi toi ctru anh, diic biét khi Hawkins t6i ctru anh, mdt khi kéo canh cira nay Ién, higu qua nhét dinh that d6 so!

Trén ctra sit c6 mot 16 nho, soi ddy theo d6 di ra ngoai, néu khong phai vy, Sean s& khong trong twong ndi Montero 1am thé nao dé Eip bom & phia
sau canh ctra ma khong dem chinh han ciing khéa bén trong,

Céch Bip dit qua bom nay khién ngurdi bén ngoai dir c6 phat hién ra soi ddy nay nhung vin khong thé tién vao bén trong xem xét va théo da.
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So v6i ndi Montero 1 chuyén gia vé bom, Sean cang mudn khen ngoi héin i chuyén gia gai bay.

Sean hit sdu mf)t hoi, s& soang trén ngudi minh, anh qgé thure bi sa0 chéi chiéu mang khi bi cuényz‘io cudc chién giﬁa Montero va Hawkins, déng thm
anh lai khong thé khong n6i rang anh qua thire may man khi chuoi chia khoa anh deo trén lung van con, trén chuoi chia khoa nay co6 mdt con dao gap.

Ding chia khoa thay tua - vit m6 vo qua bom, anh khong thé khong thd manh ra, may ma cAu tao mach dién ctia qua bom ciing khong qua phirc tap, tac
dung chii yéu ctia n6 hin B gitp ngwdi dén ctru anh huwdng thy mot niém “kinh hi” 16n.

Sean quy rap trén mt déq, nhin qua khe cira, xac dinh chic chén ring qua bom trong nay khong duoc ndi tiép voi qua bom phia bén ngoai, sau d6 bt
dau ding con dao nhip cat day dién.

Khi anh hoan toan g& duoc qua bom ra, mdt ndi vui sudng tran ra tir dudi day long anh.
"Nhin xer, ai n6i chi c6 Hawkins moi biét g bom?"

Nhung n6i vui sudng rAt nhanh lién troi qua, bdivi chdt md canh ctra & bén ngoai, hon nira loai ctra nay khong thé nhér vai ¢ dap hay van céi dinh 1a c6
thé mo ra dugc.

Sean dya vao cira sit, cham rii ngdi xubng, nhin lai kho hang thénh thang trdng rong, hai tay 6m Iy dau.

[t nhét, ttr mdt noi chat hep, anh da tyr minh d6i dwoc dén mot khong gian Ion hon, du dé anh co dudi chan tay, "ky tic x4" da duwoc thing cip .
"Hawkins.......... Anh nhanh dén day di......... " Lan dAu tién Sean bt ddu an phan chd mong tén kia dén.

Anh nhin lai nhitng ngon tay minh, nghi thim rang truée khi Hawkins dén minh ciing dirng vi vét thirong nhiém tring ma chét .

"Thit d6i.......... Chét d6i mit........ Minh muén an pho mat!"

Lic ndy, Hawkins dang cAm ban v&, di lai khéip noi trong biét thur, di vao phong phan phi dién, thiy duong day duoc nbi tiép dén noi nay.

Y dua tay cat dut duong day, thao d& thiét bi kich nd.

Liic d6, trong phong ngi ctia chii nha, dong hd hen gios ciing dumg lai & con s 00:02:20.

Hawkins 1én Au, ngdi xubng bén canh qua bom, qua nhién khéng dén mot phut sau, dién thoai ctia y lién vang,

"May van con sdng ddy 4." Giong ni ciia Montero ¢6 vé tréu choc.

"Sean ¢ dau?"

"Tao s& nhén dia chi dén méy cim tay ctia may. Chiic may gip may!"

Cam di dong trén tay, Romon nghiéng niit lai nhin Eric dang thu don phong va n6i: "Em that sy dinh bo lai san nghiép ciia gia dinh dé theo anh di?"

"Phai, emda di doi mdt bd phén tai chinh dén ngén hing & Thuy Si, dii cho ching ta tiéu ding ca doi." Eric ngdi xudng bén canh hén, hon 1én khudn niit
hén, sau d6 Ky ra hai ban ho chiéu, "Ngay c than phan gia em ciing da chuin bi xong, chi con sb an sinh xa hoi can doi mot thoi gian ngin."

Trén khuon mat tai nhot ciia Romon hién ra vé curoi, "Em lam viée 1udn nghi thire chu ddo, khong giéng anh."

"Romon, cho em biét vi sao anh phai chip nhit véi Hawkins dén vay? Chi vi hén c6 thé vo hiéu hoa nhitng qua bom ciia anh?"

"Boi vi héin van ly viéc tim durge anh, giét anh, hity diét anh lam muc dich séng, mbi mdt qua bomanh tao ra déu diéu khién huéng di cua hdn. Anh &
Afghanistan, hin s¢ theo anh den Afghanistan, anh di Baghdad, hén s& xin diéu dén Baghdad. Cam gide nhur hin da bi anh khéng ché trong long ban tay,
thir cam gidc nay rét tuyét, gibng nhur anh da trd thanh than ciia hdn." Romon nhin Eric, trong dnh mét tran ngip mot loai me say dién cudng, "Nhung
bdng nhién, hét thay léch khoi quy dao. Hén khong hé By anh lam phurong hudng, hén dem tAt ca tam tri déu danh cho nguoi khéc, ma bét ké anh c6 ché
tao ra qua bom tinh xa0 c& no, hiin ciing s& khong di thuréng thire nd, nhur vAy cude sdng ctia anh nham chan dén mirc nao?"

"Anh mudn néi dén chuyén hén bat dau yéu Sean?"

"Cho nén anh phai hity diét tinh yéu ctia héin, khién héin phai tiép tuc truy dudi anh." Romon nging mit Ién, nd nu cudi day khat méu.

Eric bz‘itrdéc di, dura vao bor vai hin: "Anh that tan nhn. Chéing phai anh ciing da quyét dinh tit ca phurong hudng ctia cude doi em hay sao? Visao anh
con muon dem tAm tri ctia anh chia sé cho ngudi khac?"

"Emyéu, emyén tim......... Anh vbn rit nhAn tir v6i Hawkins, anh s& khién hin duoc két thic tht ca trong khoanh khic hin md ra canh ctra d6."



"Anh n6i dén qua bom cai ¢ phia sau canh cira, a.......... Trir khi Sean ¢6 thé di ra khoi chiéc homst......... Ma cho dudira duogc, cau ta cling khong
chac da bict cach thao do qua bom." Eric mim cuoi, anh ta cam thay lic ndy dy, anh ta s€ c6 duoc ngudi dan ong bén canh minh, mdt cach tron ven!

Hawkins ngdi trén xe, di dén noi mi Montero chi. D6 la mot kho hing & ving ngoai 6 Washington, nghe néi c6 méy cong ti déu giri hang & khu d6.
Di dén 161 vao kho hang, y nhan duoc dién thoai ctia Johnny.

"Chéng phai cduda yéu cﬁu t01 tra xem chui nhan ctia khu biét thur 36 1a ai sao? Cau sé :tuyét dbi khong thé tudng tuong dugce, do 1a “Montero James™
Troi a, 14 céi tén khiing bd ¢6 tén trong danh sach ctia B an ninh ndi dia(3)! Cau da biet, phai khong?"

"Tiép tuc diéu tra, néu hin dung tén, nhit dinh & con cac thong tin lién quan khac, hay diéu tra toan bo s6 an sinh x3 hdi(4), cac bét dong san ma hin
dung tén v.v... " Hawkins ndi xong, ban than y da di vao khu kho hang,

O trong niy c6 gin hai trim kho hang, mi Montero khong n6i cho y biét Sean & kho sé miy.
"Sean! Sean!" Hawkins di qua tirng loat kho hang, vira di wira hét 16n.

Ngay khiy di vao tén siu bén trong, Sean dang dua lung vao canh cira 1ot cude nghe thiy tiéng goi ctia Hawkins, mimg r& nhur dién nhom ddy bam Ién
ctra cuon: "Toi & trong nay Howard! To6i ¢ trong nay!"

Hawkins ng}lqthéyﬁéngn(’)i, y nhin khéip xung quanh, tAm niit xuyén qua timg dy timg day nha kho dd s6, giéng nhur dang dtmg & trung tim ciia thé
gi61 ma tim kién hi vong,

Cudi cling, y thiy mdt céi cira cudn dang rung Ién, vi va bude nhanh vé phia d6. Khi nhin thiy d6 vét bam ngoai cira, khong khoi kinh ngac dén ngay
nguoi, "Plng dap ctra nira! Sean!"

Sean nghe thiy giong y, mimg nhur dién, "Howard! Anh & bén ngoai?"

"T6i 6." Hawkins dt ban tay 1én canh cira, nhur thé lim vy c6 thé thy duoc Sean ¢ bén kia.

"Anh c6 cach ndo mo ctra khong? Ching han nhur chia khoa hay gi d6 trong tir?" Sean hoi, anh chi mudn canh cira niy Bp tirc bién mét.
"Khéng co, tat ca cac kho hang & ddy déu dong mo tir dong, Trén chdt md c6 mdt qua bom."

Neghe thiy c6 bom, khong biét vi cdi gi, Sean nguroc lai thit sy binh tinh. Day hén I muc dich ctia Montero, khién Hawkins that vat va vo hiéu hoa quéa
bom bén ngoai 16i, trong nhdy mat md canh ctra, lién kich nd qua bom phia trong kho hang,

"Anh ¢6 thé thao n6 khong?" Sean cao giong n6i véi bén ngoai.
"Khéng & duroc n6 xubng thi ti Bim thé nao dé 6m dugc cau?"

Tuy rang khong nhin thay vé mt nhau, Sean lai ¢6 cam giac khoe mdi Hawkins e nay nhat dinh nhich Ién mot chit troi cuoi, boi vi y nim chéc minh c6
thé mo ra canh ctra nay.

"T6i nhG anh." Sean ti tran Ién cira, hit that sdu. Anh nghi giong minh d rit nho, bén ngoai hin ki s& khong nghe thiy, nhung anh khong ngd Hawkins
ciing dap lai anh:

"T6i ciing nhé cau. Piéu nay chimg minh.......... Bit ké & noi ndo cau ciing khong thé rdi khoi tam mét ctia t61."
Ban dang doc truyén Scch Dan Tinh Anh duoc tai mién phi tai ww.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuwong 69

Sean bat cuol.
Néu lan nay chiing ta déu c6 thé sng s6t, toi ciing s& khong bao gior dé anh phéi chay khdp thé gi6i tim kiém toi nhur thé nita.

S& khong lai khién anh phai lo Eing, ciing s& khong lai lam anh cam thy bét an.


http://ebookfull.net

Hawkins mo v6 boc bén ngoai qua bom, mach dién ciia qua bom duroc ndi lién vai hé thdng dicu khién dong mo cira. Néu khong phai lic nay Sean con
dang bi nhot bén trong, c6 1§ y s& khong khoi tan thuong kha nang ctia Montero.

Sean nhém/m"it lai, anh c6 thé cam nhan dugc nhitng ngdn tay thon dai ctia Hawkins dang lya chon timg duong day nhu thé ndo, anh mét y chuyén chi
dén nhur thé nao, ngay ca do cong ctia nét moi y duong nhur cling hién hién trude niit anh,

Sean bdng nhién hiéu durgc, bt ké ngudi dan ong ndy da timg c6 mdt gidc mong dep d& dén bao nhiu, hodic y da timg ¢ chép truy dudi thir &o gidc
ndo, thi ¢ trong long y, anh van Ia diéu déc biét nhat.

C6 thé khién Hawkins budng hét thay khong phai 3 bom ciia Montero, ma 1 Sean.
Anh tirng n6i voi y, "Toi s€ trd thanh ngurdi bao vé phia sau lung anh. "

Nhirng 161 ndy d6i véi Hawkins mé néi, c6 & ciing khong chi cho thiy Sean 1 mdt ngudi dong doi vo cling dang tin cdy, hay i Sean rit gioi vé nghiép
i

Hawkins tirg n6i, Sean cho y cam gidc duoc an toan va binh tinh, cting khong phai boi vi anh cing White ¢6 bao nhiéu turong tir, ma la boi Sean € gir
chat y lai khi Hawkins lao xudng vurc sdu cuia sy chap nhat voi nhitng nguy hiém vo nghia.

Sean nghiéng dau, 16i lai Fic Fc dau.
T61 nghi t6i yéu anh, Howard.
Pang cham chi cat dirt day dién, Hawkins dot nhién nhan ra y khong nghe thiy dong tinh ciia Sean, y bdi rdi hin lén, "Sean."

"Toi ddy." Sean g5 gb kn cira st, cudi cing anh ciing hiéu duge vi sao Hawkins luon thich goi tén anh, hon nita goi roi lai khong noi gi thém. Bdi viy
cam thay bat an, y muon xac dinh rang anh van luén ¢ bén minh.

Khi Hawkins thio d& dugce kip nd, y tho ra nhe nhom

"Sean, t6imd ctra ."

Sean nghe thiy giong y, mim cudi: "Anh dang cing théng?"

Hawkins dura tay kéo chbt mo, hd hip trong khoanh khdc d6 ngimg han lai.

"Ping sg, t6i ld)éng dinh néu con c6 bom, trude khi chét nhit dinh ching ta van kip 6m duoc nhau."
Nhirng 1i néy khién Hawkins durt khoét kéo cira lén.

Theo su di dong cua cua cudn, cudi cung Hawkins ciing nhin th?iy Sean, anh chiéq tA o trén b vai anh, khudn mit ¢6 chit tiéu tuy, anh mit lai lé.p lanh
sang, mém mai nhu dong nude chdy theo day than kinh cang thang ctia Hawkins ri tham vao sau trong tam tri y.

Khong n6i i ndo, ho git gao om chit Ky nhau.

Hawkins ding sirc vudt ve lung va vai Sean, tra hd con dang xéc nhan minh qua that dang 6m Sean trong long,
Sean ciing hit sdu mot hoi, "Howard, t6i nghi noi nay khong phai la mdt noi Iy trong cho nhitng cai dm.......... "
Hawkins van khong budng tay, y om Sean lui timg budc vé phia sau, roi khoi kho hang,

O dudi anh tich dwong bat ngat, Hawkins hon moi Sean.

Nu hon cudng nhiét nong bong trude sau nhe mot, nhung duong nhu lai thém vai ph?m sung suéng cua cam giac tim lai duoc bau vat twong nhur da At
Sean bi y hon dén khong thé hd hap, cong thém hai ngay khong an khong udng, dau éc anh nhur muon ngat di!

Nhung vao lic ndy, gio' phit nay, anh khong dAy y ra nita. Anh camnhan dugc va sdn sang thira nhan niém sung suong cia Hawkins, dua tay Om lay ¢b
y, néu vé sau, c6 mot ngity ndo do, hai ngudi ho phai nghénh don gidly phiit cubi cing ctia cude doi, Sean khong mubn lic d6 phai hdi han vi ngiy hom
nay da khong ctng Hawkins tin tinh c6 duoc nhau.

Lic ndy, di dong ctia Hawkins lai vang Ién, thé gidi ctia anh va y bi pha i

Y Iuru luyén roi khoi doi mdi Sean, tiép dién thoai, boi vi y biét moi chuyén nén lam két thic vao Iic ndy.

"Hawkins, dimg ni cho tao biét dén bay gio miy con khéng tim duoc noi Sean bi nhét." Romon mim cudi, sau lung héin 1 Eric, ho d4 ra dén cira nha.

"Tao d4 tim dwoc Sean, Montero. Cau 4y dang ¢ ngay bén canh tao."



Sean dot nhién hiéu ra, anh gji chit iy Hawkins va ndi: "Howard! Romon! Romon Kul chinh 1A Montero James!"

Romon nghe thiy thanh 4m ctia Sean trong dién thoai, héin ngy nguoi.

"Khong thé nao! Bén trong canh cira ciing ¢ bom!"

Hawkins nhin v& phia Sean, liic ndy y méi chi y t6i ban tay anh quin dAy nhiing nmanh vai thim méu, 1ong my y cau lai, "Pay | chuyén gi?"

Sean cam Iy di dong tir tay Hawkins, "Romon, anh cho ring c4i hom sit kia c6 thé nhét duroc t6i? Néu Jan sau anh mudn nguoi bi nhdt vao khong ra
dugc, t61 khuyén anh sir dung dinh khdng c6 dudng ranh xody, va cling dung cho ngudi d6 qua nhicu khong gian d€ hoat dong,"

Ngbn tay ctia Romon trd nén run réy, khu6n mit tai nhot 1§ ra vé van veo, "Con bom? Cau da do bo qua bomkia?"

"Bing vdly, toi tur tay d& bo n6." Sean binh tinh n6i, giéng nhu hon hai ngay bj giam nhét voi anh ma n6i ching ¢6 gi 16n lao.

"Sao cAuco thé.......2 BO phan chi vién ctia quan déc chung khong thé ndo day cau k¥ thuat thdo d& bomdiéntr.......... Hawkins day cau?"

"Khong, phai n6i t6i von s& biét." Sean hoi cong khée miéng, cam ta Thugng dé da dé lai cho anh tri nhd ctia Vincent Mann, "C6 1§ Thuong dé khién t6i
song lai, chinh 1 d€ cho anh gap dugc sur thit bai nay—— Montero James. Anh cho I lie nay dy tro choi s&€ chdm durt, anh cho anh Ia ké chién thing
cudi cung, thue xin i .......... Anh van chi 1d mdt ké hén nhat tron tranh trong bong t6i, m Hawkins va i s& ciing nhau di qua nhitng noi ma anh khong

bao gi damdi, séng cude sdng ma anh ghen ti nhung khong thé ¢6. Hién tai than phan ctia anh d bai 16, b an ninh ndi dia ciing t6t, hinh canh quc té
ciing dugc, hodc 1a toi va Hawkins........ cho du anh tron & noi ndo, ching tdi déu s& 161 duoc anh ra, cho anh phoi dudi anh nang mit troi, dé cho tat ca
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moi ngurdi nhin xem bo dang clia “Bom nghé thuat gia
"Dirng lai! Khong duroc ndi nita! Téi bao cau dimg lai!" Romon hét to v6i chiéc dién thoai, dtmg phia sau, Eric kinh ngac 6m Ay hén.
"Romon! Romon!"

"Cho t6i chuyén 1i dén Eric, & cing mot ké nhur anh that s 14 so véi & dia nguc con bi tham!" (Day 14 tra thi, Sean 13 rang dang tra thi! ==)
Romon gidng nhur mdt ngudi bénh tim thin dién cudng hét Ién, vung tay ném dién thoai ra xa, chiéc dién thoai nén trén mit dt.

Hén ndm cimg Ry tay Eric, cang trd nén dién cudng ma hoi: "Eric! O ctng anh 1 thire bi tham sao? Em cam thdy thire bi tham sao?"

Eric k& nhich mdi cudi, rit tay V&, "Sao ¢6 thé, Romon......... Em chi mubn cing anh ma thoi. Chi can ¢6 thé dugce ¢ bén anh, d6 1 hanh phic cta em
em chi nuon.......... Néu anh c6 thé dem sy chiy ctia anh danh cho Hawkins chia sé mdt chit cho em thi tot réi.......... "

"Chiing ta di, ching ta lip tirc di! Ching ta di dén noi nguoi khéc khong thé tim théy ching ta!" Romon cam Ry tay Eric, ngon tay bdu chéit dén ni cao
xudc da, nhung Eric dudng nhu khong c6 cam giac dau don, anh ta tyra dau 1én vai Romon.

Ngay gidr phtt 4y, trén duong phia ngoai biét thu c6 miy chiéc xe méu den dimg lai, cic dic vu FBI xubng xe, ding sting chi vé phia ho.

"Romon Kul —— Tir it r&r di anh khong thé di dAu duoc nira, ching t0i bét giit anh voi i danh nguy hai dén an ninh qubc gia!" Ngon tay ctia Johmy
de Ién co sing, néu khong theo 161 Hawkins tién hanh di€u tra k¥ ludng, ai c6 theé nghi dén con trai ca cia mdt dai gia tdc, tirng dong gop xwong méau cho
quoc gia theé nhung lai 14 €n cudng bom?

Romon ngdi yén & noi ndo, nhe giong ni non ndi: "Eric.......... Lamsao bay gio? Bon ho khong cho ching ta di.......... "

"Noi dén c6 ¥ nghia g dau? Chi cin chiing ta van & cling nhau." Trén mdi Eric vAn 1 nu cuoi mim tao nha lich sur, anh ta dua tay 4n mdt cai nit trén xe
lan.

Chi nghe théy oanh mot tiéng, dong khi bbn phia va cham, cac dac vu gio tay che mit, dau bi tiéng nd mcho kéu ong ong,
Hai diic vy dimg gin nhét bj thuong,

Johmny ngdy ngén nhin chiéc xe kin It nghiéng con dang bdc chay, mdt chiéc banh xe kin lin ra xa, hai con ngudi m6i ddy con dimg ciing nhau & noi d6
da bind thanh manh nho.

Hawkins va Sean nhan dugc tin nay khi ho dang trén duodng roi khoi kho hang,

Hawkins mét khong chit thay doi tiép tuc 14 xe, ma Sean thi c4n than nhin vé mit y.

Vai phut sau, Hawkins dirg xe lai ven duong, dau ngi ra sau tya vao trén ghé.

"Howard.......... " Sean biét Hawkins dudi bit Montero tht lu, tham chi con timg d6i mit trd chuyén voi héin ¢ biét thir nha Kul, ¢6 18 Hawkins rit mudn

hoi Montero vé chuyén c6 lién quan dén White, hodic 12 hoi y vi sao phai ché tac nhitng qua bom ndy, nhung hién tai Hawkins khong thé biét duoc bat
cir mit dap an nao nira.



"Sean.......... Toi cam thy that kho tin......... Tén kia that sur da tu nd chét chinh héin sao?" Hawkins nhe giong hoi.
Camtay'y, Sean néi: "Hén con ¢ thé sir dung trd gi dé lira gat timg Ay diic vu?"
Vai gidly sau, Hawkins 10 ra vé mit ma Sean khong turdng duroc.

D6 1a mot loai thodi mai kho ¢6 thé ndi béing 14, y cudi, nghiéng méit hon Sean, "Rt cyc khong c6 gi dé ching ta phai lo king ! Ching ta ¢6 thé Ién méy
bay di du lich! S& khdng lai c6 ngudi dén néi cho ching ta biet may bay c6 bom!"

"Howard.......... " Sean ciing thurc kinh ngac, anh that khong ngd Hawkins c6 thé ¢6 thai do coi mo nhur vay dbi véi cai chét cia Montero.

"Cau biét khong.......... Toi van lun lo léng..: ....... Lo ling c6 mdt ngdy trén xe ctia ching ta, trong ngdi nha ma ching ta chung séng, thdm chi phia duéi
chg“) chtmg ta ngdi uong ca phé, dot nhién xuat hié;n l§ vat ctia Montero. Trude kia t6i hi vong Flﬁy dug'c le Yé.t cua han, vind th0 thay t6i cd dugc manh
moi vé han. Nhung ma.......... Hién tai t6i chi muon tat ca moi chuyén, moi thir ¢é lién quan dén han déu bién mat khoi cudc song cuia t6i. Toi khong

mudn tudng trong dén c6 bat cir ké ndo hodc vét i khién toi mit cau......... "

M3t Sean cay cay, trai tim anh dang rung Ién nhe nhe, theo mdi mdt nhip hé dong cta d6i mdi Hawkins, n6 lai run 1én, "Hién tai anh da mubn ndi cdmon
Thirong dé?"

"Bén khi t6i chét, néu cau van con & bén canh t6i, t6i s& tir minh di cam on 6ng ta!" Hawkins dap chn ga, miéng kh& hat 1én ca khiic ns Sean yéu nhit.

sk

Xe ho ding lai trude ctra bénh vién, Hawkins dua Sean di bang bd vét thirong trén tay anh.

C6 y ta 16t ménh vai quén voi ra lién ngly dai, ctr méi hoi Sean xem vét thurong trén tay anh m thé ndo ma ¢6, boi vi miéng vét throng khoét sau vao
dén tan xurong ngodn tay.

Khi Hawkins dura Sean rdi khoi bénh vién, sic mit cta y thét 161 tim.
"Lam sao vAy? Howard?" Sean tira dau Ién cira kinh xe, nhin vé phia swon mét Hawkins, "Vi vét throng trén tay t6i?"
"Pay I 1an thir hai cau bi throng. Sau ln cau bj thwong vi bomnd kia, t6i lién tur thé v6i minh s& khong dé cau bi thurong nita."

"Nhung lan ndy anh thit sur da ctru t6i, khi t0i can anh nhét. Diéu nay quan trong hon bét cr diéu gi. Vét thuong nhé ndy s& c6 ngiy lanh hén, hon nita
chiing ta d€u tirng 13 quan nhén, loai bi thuong nhur the nay qua thye khong dang nhac téi." Sean budn cudi vo vo vai Hawkins.

Khi ho di dén trude cira nha Sean, ho phat hién trong ga ra c6 mjt chiéc Limousine.

Sean ¢6 chit to md, "A, chiée xe nay thoat nhin.......... "Nha Elvis duong nhu khong ¢6 ban beé nao lai chiée xe dt tién nhu Vvay.

"La Boi Lé." Hawkins mléng xe, ndm chit lé.y tay Sean.

"Boi LE&? Ai?"

"Me t61." Hawkins md cira, mot ngudi phu nit quy phéi dang ngdi trén s6 pha, hai nguoi dan 6ng niic tay trang dimg phia sau krng ba.

"Me, duong nhur me da vao ma chua hoi y kién chii nh." Giong y trim thép, nhung ciing khong ¢6 vé gi gidn di.

B6i L¢ tao nhd quay miat lai, 4nh mét nhin vé phia Sean: "Cau ta chinh I3 Sean?"

bayla lan dAu tién Sean nhin tlﬁy me cua Hawkins, nu curoi ctia ba nhu hoa thanh lich, ph?m tao nhd & con nguoi Hawkins ¢ 1€ dugce di Huyén tir ba.
"Bing vy, phu nhan."

B6i L& dimg day, nim Ry tay Sean kéo kéo, mudn anh ngdi xudng canh ba, lic ndy méi phét hién tay anh quén ddy bang gac: "Trdi o, sao cu lai b
thuong?"

"Phu nhan, t6i khong sao, cam on b da quan tim." Sean ngdi xubng, lic nity mdt ngwdi dan ong tir trong bép di ra, déit trude méit Sean mdt bt stp hai
san, huong vi thom ngao ngat khién Sean nuot nudc mieng,

"prard, con thuc sy [a mot dira tré kh(}ng hiéu chuyén, duong nhu Sean da bi déi th?lt 1A, thé nhung con lai khong dua cau ta di an chit gi." Boi Lé
buon cudi nhin Hawkins, sau d6 lai chuyén hudng sang phia Sean, "Hi vong né hop khau vi cua cau."

"Meg." Hawkins goi.



"Howard, con c¢6 thé di ra ngoai mua cho me mt lo son mong tay khong? Me muén mdt minh tro chuyén voi Sean."
Hawkins nhiu may, nhin vé phia Sean, "Me, con nghi Sean d& mét moi."

"Khong sao, Hoyvard. Toi Qu’qc an mot bat sup ngon t}lyét hao, lai cc')‘m(f)t my nhan ngéi bén, that tuyét, né}l khong c6 anh mit lanh 8o ctia anh & bén,
101 nghi t61 ¢6 the tiéu hda tot hon." Sean curdi phat phat tay. Anh tin rang Boi L& phu nhan duong xa tim dén ddy s& khong cé ac y véi anh.

Hawkins nhin Sean hai gidy, sau ctng van Iyra chon xoay ngudi roi di: "Toi s& khong di mua cai gi son mong tay, toi s& & ngay ngoai ctra chd hai nguoi
ndi xong."

B6i L& nhin theo bong ung Hawkins, nd nu cudi: "Sean, thoat nhin théng bé quan cu that chat."

"Sean, Howard J con trai ta, cho dii nd khong néi, ta van biét né nghi gi."

"Pay 1a kha ning siéu nhién cta nguoi me."

"Bing vay, khi nd con & Baghdad, né timg goi dién thoai cho ta. N6 ndi, dudng nhur n6 da yéu mdt ngudi........ Cau ciing biét, diéu gi ma dtra nho kia
16i 13 “duong nhu”, vy d6 chinh I “chéc chan”. Khi ciu tré' nén lanh nhat v6in6, né hoita “Me o1, ¢6 phai con da lam sai déu gi?”. Ta that sy khong
nghi c6 mdt ngay Howard s€& di hoai nghi n6 ¢6 lam gi d6 1a sai hay diing, céu ciing bict né van luon co chap kiéu ngao dén khién nguoi ta mudn noi
dién!"

Sean cti dau, anh nghi dén Hawkins thudc niu nguoi van uon ¢b chap, khong biét nghi lai bao gid, nhitng cam xiic tinh té Ay y ciing s& khong bao gio
c0, nhung 10 rang la Sean da xem nhe strc anh hudng ctia minh do6i véi Hawkins.

"Khi c4u bi bomnd gy thirong tich, nd noi tat ca déu 1 16i ctia nd. Néu cau khong tinh lai, n6 s& chét." Boi Lé dua tay 6m nhe iy khudn niit Sean.
"Sau d6 moi ngay ta déu di cau nguyén, hi vong cau cé thé song sét, nhur vay con ta mai ¢ the du sire tiep tuc song.......... "

Gid phut niy, Sean nhin vao 4nh it ctia Boi L8 phu nhén, d6i trong miit xanh lam nhu nurée bién khién ngudi ta xtic dong nhur khi nhin vao d6i miét
Hawkins.

"Cho di1 a khi n6 v& t6i Miami, & bén canh ta, ta biét rit 1o tim tu ctia n6 khong hé & noi ndy. MBi ngaty n6 déu nim thét chit dién thoai trén tay, luon
luon cht ¥ xem ¢6 ai goi cho minh khong. N6 s& vo y thirc di di lai lai bén canh bé boi, gibng nhur mot tén nhée con moi 1on lin dau ném thir mii vi tinh
yéu. N s& non nong mua vé may bay roi khoi Miami khi khong goi dugce cho céu, tham chi khong kip chao ta mot cau." Boi I phu nhan tam dimg mot
chut, Y ta Ia, Sean, ta hiéu conta, thir gin6 da mudn, nod s& heulﬁlhdltlm, cO B cauchila khongthe thoat duoc sur truydu01 cua nd, hoac la camthay
mii 1ong, nhung néu nd khong thé ¢6 duoc tir cau thir né mudn, nd s& ndi dién.......... "

"Toi yéu anh 4y, phu nhan." Sean cam Iafty tay Boi L& phu nhan, anh cam th,éiy anh da song hai kiép déu chura timg co e nao nghiém tic dén thé, "Toi
khong bict iéu day cé phai la di€u anh &y muon hay khong, cling khdng biet cé thé kéo dai bao 1au, nhung t6i yéu anh ay.......... "

Mi miit Boi Lé phu nhan khé& run run, "Camon céu......... Sean.......... Camon."

"Puong nhién, khong dugc nhin thiy anh Ay hanh dong giéng nhur mot thing nhdc moi 16n, t6i cam thiy tht déng tiéc." Sean cudi, Boi Lé phu nhén ciing
Ccuoi vui ve.

kkok

Démhom dy, khi Hawkins 6m Sean nim 6 trén giudng, twa hd mudn hoi cai gi lai khong biét phai mo 1oi nhur thé nao.

"Mudn hoi me ctia anh ndi gl v6i 612"

"Ba n6i gi?"

.......... Ba n6i anh 1a mot dira tré xAu tinh, mong t6i bao dung anh." Sean xoay ngudi lai 6m By Hawkins, "Hai ngiy nita ciing di New York voi to1."
"Buoc.”

Cubi tudin 4y, Sean cing Hawkins di t6i khu nghiia trang mai tang Vincent Mann tai New York.

Théi tiét ciing khong tot im, mura phim roi trién mién.

Hawkins dirng bén canh Sean, trude niit ho 1a md cua Vincent.

"T61 c6 mdt chuyén mudn ndi v6i anh." Sean nhin chim chim gléng tén Vincent khiic Dtrén mat bia, chérp rai ndi, "Vincent Mann la mot nghién cﬁ’q siqh
mach hoc ctia can ctr khong quan T25. Vibi ban gai bo roi, han khong guong déy noi, mdt gido su thay vy beén ding 101 néi kich thich han, vi thé hin da

gia nhip EOD tai Baghdad, laimmot ga k¥ thuét binh. Sau d6, khi héin béo vé cho Seo g& bom, hin da bi dan bian trung dong mach ¢d, hin da
chét......... Nhurng héin lai khong di gip Thurong dé, chd hén tinh lai, hin phat hién chinh minh bién thanh Sean Elvi



Chiéc 6 trén dau ho kha rung lén.
Sean nghiéng mit lai nhin Hawkins, vé mit y khong thay doi, ma d6i méit van thAm thiy nhur trude.

"Héin cém théy rat nghi hogc, hin rét cudc | Sean hay i Vincent ddy? Hén phii tiép tuc sdng nhur thé no? Vi thé lan thir hai hén vé lai Baghdad, gia
nhdp EOD, chang qua lic nay day, han gip Howard Hawkins."

Sean durng lai, anh cling doi, doi Hawkins cho anh cau tra 1oi.

Anh biét Hawkins s& khong 16 ra vé kinh ngac hoic a xem anh nhur quéi vat, anh chi khong mudn giira hai ngudi c6 bi mét.

Ciing nhur Sean biét trong qué khir ctia Hawkins c6 White, Sean cam thiy minh héin phai cho déi phuong ciing biét v& s ton tai ctia Vincent.

"T6i da yéu mt ngudi........ Cau ta khong udng nurée cam. Thir cu ta thich an nhat | pho mat. Ca khtic cau ta thich nghe nhét 1 The end of the world.
Cau ta rat tinh thong tri thirc vé mach hoc. Cau ta choi bong r6 khong t6i. Trude day, doi tuong dé€ cau ta ty théa mén la Ang@lﬂn Jolie. PBiém nay khién
t01 cO chut cam tirc. Téi da yéu mot ngudi nhur vay, con cdu ta tén 1a Sean hay Vincent khong qua quan trong, Ngoai ra, t6i bo sung thém mdt cau, loai
thure vat cdu ta thich nhat 1a bac ha."

Hawkins Iy tir trong chiéc tii bong cam trén tay ra mot bon cdy nho, dira dén trude nit Sean.

Chi mdt thoang, hurong bac ha da tran ngap trong khong gian nho nhé dudi chiéc 6, quanh quén, nhe nhang lan toa........
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