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Chuong 1: Thang sau

( Vién Thé Van: So v6i lam mdt ngudi bi giri ghm qua nhiéu hy vong, c6 tha rang minh I mdt nguoi khong c6 tiéng tam, nhur vy, cude séng ctia ¢b ¢6
thé thoai mai hon khong?

Sau nam trude ¢d mudn dén mot noi 1o xa chd Am § ndy, nhung cd khong hiéu, khoang cach khong phéi tir phia nay dén phia kia ciia trai dat.
Tudng Bach Ligt: “Thir 161 t6i ndi thing, ¢6 phai c6 c6 ngudi thin hodc ban bé than thiét da ra di, y t6i k. . .vinh vién. .. ]
1.1

Vién Thé Van tir London trd lai Thuong Hai, trong vong ba tuAn ngin ngii co da tranh cai voi me hai 1an. Nguyén nhén I, c6 mudn chuyén ra ngoai séng
mdt minh, me ¢6 cue hre phan déi. Nhung cudi cling, ngurdi me ludn udn cimg réin ctia ¢ van nhurong bo.

O Anh quég bay tam nam, di hoc cling dugc, 1am viée cling dugc, Thé Van da quen séng mot minh. Nay vé nha ¢b da khong thé nao chiu dung duoc
mot cude song bi nguroi khac quan thic.

Hoi tiéu hoc ba me Thé Van da ly hon, ba 6 | mdt thuong nhén khé thanh cong, vi thé méic i thiéu tinh throng cia ba, nhung khong bao gio thiu tién.
C6 ty camthay mmh 12 mdt con ngudi mau thuan, mdt méat khat vong tur do, cam ghét'ba minh ding tién dé bu dap tinh cam, mat khac ¢6 lai vo cam
dung chinh khoan tién ndy, nhung thinh thoang tai mdt khodnh khac nao do, c6 cling rat cam ghét ban than.

Mot tudn trude, ¢d rot cude don ra ngoai, 1a T Mac gitip c6 tim nha, ngay dudi 1Au cin ho ma Tir Miic thué. Ca toa nha cb téng cong 32 tﬁng, moi t?mg

chi ¢6 hai can 1}6, dién tiqh modi c?n lghéng I6n, nhupg khu vue cong cong lai rat rong rai. Chung quanh déu 13 khu dan cu, sinh hoat rt tién loi, nhung
nguyén nhan dau tién khién c6 dé mit tdi chinh 1a rat yén tinh.

Tai tang 31 cao cao, ngin cach voi nhitng tiéng dong Am § ciia thanh phd, o thich c4i cam giac gidng nhur dang sdng “trong méy”, giéng nhur khong can
mién cudng t6n cong. Mién cudng gi chir? Con ngudi niy, cudce song ndy, van k...clia chinh ¢6?

Thé Van nhin quanh cin hd mdt ngudi & ma minh moi thug, trong goc phong khach va phong ngi chit day thing gidy. C6 hrdi di thu don, gidng nhur khi
& London bay tam nidm, ¢6 lai krdi hoc giong London tram béng nhur ngudi dan Chuong trinh tin tirc kia.

“Ctr nhur vay di...” C6 nam trén chiéc girong don nho nho trude cira s0 trong phong g, tAmném hoi cimg, bo lung truyen dén cam giac kho chiu,
nhung ¢6 khong muén dong day, chi Bing king ndim d6, nhin trdn nha mau tréing tir rd rang bién thanh mo hd, sau d6 nhém nit lai.

C6 mo mdt gide mdng, trong d6 ¢6 1 mdt bé gai hon murdi tudi, cd mit ngudi ban than nhit tén ki “Hoa Tir”. Mbi ngiy hai ngudi déu tay nim tay cling
nhau di hoc, cung nhau tan hoc, cing nhau choi dua, nhung c6 mot ngay, Hoa Tir néi minh sép chuyén trurong, vi the dén gip ¢6 chao tambiét. Lic chia
tay hai nguoi déu bat khoc, Thé Van thay minh wira vay tay, vira chdy nudc mat khong danh: “Tam biét, Hoa Tar! Tambiét...”

Ctr nhur vy, ¢ & trong gidc mdng hd goi cho dén khi tinh lai.

Ddng hd trén trdng chi mudi gidr ndim phit. La sang sém hay i ban déni?

Thé Van dtmg diy kéo rémcia s0, tir trén tang 31 nhin xudng, dén dudng & hai bén ngdl tur dudng nhu nhimg déi lya méu vang sang p lnh, xa xa
nhing ngon dén né dng clia tda cao 6¢ khdng ngirng phat sang, Thi ra da t6i roi.

Cb6 cam thdy khat, thé Ia theo tryc gidc dimo cira t lanh, vira m6 ra, nhin thiy bén trong trong rong, cd moi nhé t6i chai nurée khoang cudi cling dém
qua da bi minh uong hét 161,
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Thé Van nudt nudt nude miéng, cam thy miéng hudi kho khan, ¢6 ngang du nhin tran nha, cAm Ky chia khoa khoa cira, quyét dinh Ién ting cao nhat tim
T Mac.

Thé Van va Tir Mic 1a ban ctng ban hdi trung hoc, miic dit da nhiéu nim khong gap nhau, nhung khi gip lai hai nguoi d&u cam thiy gidng nhu mdi chia
tay ngay hom qua. Nhung Thé Van khong khoi suy nght, xa cach bay tam nam, bé ngoai ctia ca hai déu chin chén, nhung con ndi tim thi sao? Ciing
gidng nhur bé ngoai da thay ddi rdi sao, hay i cac ¢o chura timg truréng thanh...

“0...” Thi Tir Miic mo cira, trong thy | Thé Van, biéu tinh trén mit khong biét i vui mimg hay thét vong, hogic 1a ca hai. Nhung t6m lai, nhin thiy bicu
tinh 1 rang nhur vay trén khuon mét T Mac ludn cing nhac, rat it khi thay dugc.

“C6 murde khong, t& chét khat rdi.” Thé Van ty dong thay dép 16, di vé phia phong bép.

M tit lanh ra, c6 nhut chi phat hién, ngoai trir hai bao dura chua khong biét diit day bao Iau thi ching c6 gi hét.

“T6 ¢6... rugu vang do.”

Amthanh ctia Tir Mic n6i thé ndo nhi. . .rét doc dao. Noi ning ludn cimg ran, so voi nhing ¢6 gai khac thi Tir Miic ¢6 thé néi 1 hoan toan khong ndm
trong pham vi diu dang. Con nhé hdi trude di hoc, Tar Mic lic nao cting tram king, khong chu dong n6i chuyén voi nguoi khéc, cho dui I ngudi khéc hoi
¢, ¢b ciing chi tra 16 qua loa vai cau cho xong, giong ndi cimg ngiic trrde sau nhu mdt, gidng nhur ching bao gid budn buc.

Nhung Thé Van biét, Tir Mic khong phai, ¢6 chi ...c6 diém doc dao ma thoi.

“Vay dugc roi...” Thé Van ngd vao sofa trong phong khach, chd Tir Mic iy ruou va ly qua.

“Hom qua va hdmkia, t& di O Tran* chup hinh hai ngy, vira mdi tré v&. Cho nén....quén mua mude.”

(*) O Trén néim & phia bic tinh Triét Giang, gitra “tam giéc du lich” Hang Chau, T6 Chau va Thuong Hai. Nhitng birc tudng réu phong c6 kinh va hé
thong kénh rach chang chit da bien noi day trd thanh “Venice ctia phurong Dong”.

Tir Mic khong gioi an ndi da ding dng kinh méy énh ghi lai nhing gi m ¢6 mudn ndi, nghe dau hién tai c6 B mot nhiép dnh gia c6 tiéng, Thé Van gio cai
ly Ién nhin, bén trong chira chét long mau do, c6 phai moi ngudi déu c6 the tim duge mot loai phuong thire dé bicu dat ban than hay khong? Thét ra co
rat hAimmd Tur Méc, 14 sy hAmmg tr trong déy long,

Thé Van Iic ic ly ruou, sau do uéng mdt hoi can sach.

“Nay...” Tir Mac kinh ngac nhin co.

“Khoéng co6 gi,”’ cd lc dAu, Tai rot mdt ly nita, “Ban ndy t¢ lai nammo.”

“La mo thé ndy, mo thiy mdt ngudi xa la...” C6 Jai udng mdt ngum, ¢d bé trong gidc mong vira rdi goi i gi nhi, Hoa Tir?

“A...” Tir Miic ngdi trén thanh ghé sofa, co dui la, day 1 hanh dong theo théi quen ctia co.

“Chéng I8...t6 bi ma &msao...” Thé Vén ngdy ngdc nhin ly rwou.

“Khong, khong thé ndo...” Tir Mic trimg to mt.

Nhin thiy khuon mét Tar Mic bién thanh dang nay, Thé Véan khong khoi cuoi ha ha.

Néu trén thé giéi ndy thit sy c6 ma dmy, thé thi “ngudi ndo d6”, c6 thé bam trén ngudi ¢ khong?

Trd Jai cin ho ctia minh thi ¢ B 11 gior rudi, Thé Van ngdi trén giurdng ngo' ngan trong chdc ki, bdng nhién hinh nhur nhé dén cai gi ma bit du lyc loi
May thung gidy x€p chong 1én nhau bi md ra mdt cach thd bao, cudi cing lai bi vo tinh ném vao trong goc.

“O dau ddy...” C5 thi thao tur n6i, rd rang khong tim duoc thir mudn tim

Thé Van quyét dinh di dén ctra hang tién loi 24/7 & phd d6i dién, néu vt d6 da khong con, thé thi trén thé gidi nay nhét dinh c6 thé ding vat khéc thay
the.

O trude cira cta ctra hang tién loi 24/7 dyung mot cai bang hiéu that to “Ca nam khong nghi”, Thé Vandi vao, nhAn vién thu ngan dang ngl g3 ngh A,

ngay ca mi miét ciing khong néng lén duroc. Thé Van tim trén ké dung d mot 1at, ién tim dwoc vat mi c6 mubn, cAmno trong tay, dudng nhur trong nhéy
it 1ong ¢6 trd nén yén on.

Negay sau d6 c6 quyét dinh mua miy chai nurée cling mot it thire an, bdng nhién thiy trén k& c6 ban loai ruou hoa qua ma ¢ thich, theo ban néng chia
tay ra Iy, nhung khi ngon tay ti€p xuic véi cam giac lanh I€o ctia than chai ¢ lai bat dau do du.



“Mubn ubng rrou u, t& moi cau.” Bdng nhién phia sau cd vang Ién mdt giong n6i ém tai quen thudc.

Thé Van nhéch khoe miéng cuoi khd, noi: “Khong cn, phu ni budi tdi tt nhat khong nén uéng rurou mot minh.”

C6 xoay ngui, trong thiy Hang Ty mdt tay dut trong tiii quan, tay kia thi hrdt qua cc chai nrou dit ngay ngfin trén ké, gidng nhu dang tim loai nao do.
“Thé thi t& udng véi cau 1 duge rdi”” Hang Ty khong nhin ¢, 4nh méit con dang tim toi trén céi ké trong tit lanh.

“Khodng can, so véi udng ruou mot minh thi ubng nrou cting mdt ngudi dan 6ng cang nguy hiém hon.”

Hang Tu quay d4u nhin ¢6, sau d6, hai ngudi khong hen ma ciing né nu cuoi.

“T¢ nghe “Su tir” n6i, cu da don dén dudi lu.” Trén duong trd vé, Hang Tur mdt tay diit vao tii, tay kia thi xéch theo hai i to, bén trong dung day
nude khoang, “Su ti” 1a “biét danh” ctia Hang Ty danh cho Thi Tir Mac, cho du Tir Méc hinh nhur rat ghét bi Hang Tu goi nhu vay.

“U, may ma ¢6 Tir Mic tim gitp t6.”
Hang Ty ¢b v ho hai tiéng: “Trén thuc t&, 1 cong lao ctia t& ddy.”

[T38E2]

“T6 nghe “Sur tir” néi cau mudn tim nha, t¢ lién hoi chii nha ctia bon 6, tir tang 28 trd én déu ki can ho clia ong ta, dng ta ndi vira lic cé mdt phong
trong.” Hang Tu & sat vach can hd cta Tir Mic, tir bé bon ho da 13 hang xém, sau khi truedng thanh dén lic quyét dinh ra & riéng lai Iya chon & sat vach.

C6 [& nao, duyén phan gitra ngurdi voi nguoi déu da an bai.
“Camon,” Thé Van noi, “Cho té tim duoc viée lam roi thi s€ moi hai cdu dn com.”

“Bugc ddy, nhung dén ic d6 chua chéfc t6 rénh, ciu cling bit, ngwdi ndi tiéng nhur 16 ban ron nhidu viée.” Anh ta nghiéng mit, tao hinh gidng nhu dang
dung trude may anh hay dudi dén pha, nhin qua rat ngau.

Thé Van bat cudi, day 1 ngudi timg dwroc xung B “Tuyén thi cd vy tai niing xudt ching” sao?

So véi Thi Tir Mic 1a ngumhuongnoltram]angﬂnHangTu ludn luon 12 ngumdayanhlno quang, nhung hao quang cuia anh ta chin that nhu vay, c6
khi Thé Van khong khoi suy nghi, Tir Mic ludn nging du nhin Ién ching 18 khong cam thiy moi mét sao?

Nhung Thé Van i dau, mudn xua dudi y nghi ndy di, khong ai s& chan chinh hicu dwoc mdt nguoi khéc, ¢6 1§ Tir Mac som da hinh thanh théi quen nhin
1én, that giong nhu ¢6 cling mdt murc yén lang nhin n “ngurdi ndo do”.

“C6 can giup d& gi thi ndi mot tiéng I dwoc.” Hang Tur viron tay dit trong tii quan ra nhén nit thang miy, ctra “Binh’” mot tiéng mo ra.
Thé Van mim cui di vao, bong nhién n6i: “Hinh nhur ngoai trir Tir Mic, cau ddi voi timg nguoi phu nir déu rét diu dang.”

Hang Ty tuoi cudi kha 4i, trong nit hién Ién mot tia kinh ngac 6t qua tirc khéc: “Bi vi... cau dy rat ky la, cu khong cam thiy thé sao?”
“Ky Ia?... Khong cam thy.” Thé Van thanh that noi.

C6 con nhé c6 mot ti ciing ubng rurgu & nha Tir Miic, hai ngudi ¢6 1& say 1di, ciing c6 & 1 khong say, nhung khi Tir Mic ndi “Phu it hai miroi chin
tudi con chura c6 ban trai, chua ket hon thi la quai vat sao?” Vé mit ¢6 mi mo, hy vong chinh minh d4 say, nhu vay khoi can tré 1oi van dé nay.

Nhung diém that su ky la 13, nhitng nguoi d6 chi can ngudi khac khong gidng minh thi déu ndi ngudi ta 1 ky la.

“Theo y t6 thi rit ky la,” Hang Tur kh& cudi, “Lan dau tién khi t6 nhin thiy cau dy, con tuéng ring minh gip quy rdi.”

“Vi sao, hai nguoi khong phai la hang xém sao?”

“Dling viy, chinh a ky la & diém 4y, nha Tir Miic & sat vach nha t6 mudi nim t& ciing khong biét, chua bao gios gip cau dy.”
“La vi cau chura bao gioy chi y dén Tir Miic thoi...” Thé Vén cudi noi.

“Khong biét nira, nhung cau co thé tuong tuong khi mbt minh dang di trong ngd t6i, bdng nhién sau lung xudt hién mdt ¢ gai toc dai che khuét gurong
it dang di theo minh, céi canh tugng khing bo nay...” Néi xong, anh ta khong khéi ring minh mdt céi.

Thang may bt dau di Ién, Thé Van nh t6i b dang Tir Miic hdi di hoc, ¢ budn cudi git dau: “Hoi trude Tir Miic co chit...”
“Sau khi trudng thanh...cang ky la hon...” Hang Tu khé nhiu may, miéng im ba am bim

“Nhung ky tht Tir Mic rét tot bung.”



‘“’?77
“Con nhd hdi trude trong tiét thé duc, bon t& ngdi bén I san thé duc nghi ngoi, Tar Mic bdng nhién 161 Vi tO: “T6i hom nay...ching nd lai co thé...an no

n&’,” Thé Vén nhai lai giong noi clmng ngac cta Tir Mac choc cudi Hang Tu, “Diéu thi vi i, khi cau ay ding giong diéu dic biét cimg ngic do, con
Imng theo mot chit hung phin, vi thé t& rt chin cho “A” mot tiéng, cau Ay con ndi: ‘cu xem, vira rdi ching nd... mang mot vién dudng vao t6 roi...

s

“Té nhin qua, thi ra trén mét dét ¢6 rat nhiéu con kién, sau d6 Tir Mic nging dau, vé mit phin chin ndi: “D6 14 vi ngay hém qua t6 dac biét dén ddy rai
duong do...”

Noi xong, hai ngudi cudi ha ha, Thi Tir Mac thét la mt nguoi dac biét, ¢d 1€ ¢6 khong duoc ngudi ta thong hiéu, nhung Thé Van lai Ammd su tu do
tur tai ctia cO.

“T& ¢6 thé tudng turong duoc khudn niit 9ﬁa cau éy ngay lic d6,” Hang Tu cudird én rit co g0c canh, dudng cong noi khde mi¢ng rAt sdc nét, “Ro
rang cam thay rat vui vé lai khong dam thé hién la minh dang vui vé.”

Thé Van thu hdi nu cudi, ding mdt loai giong diéu diu dang mé chinh c6 ciing khong phat hién ra mé n6i: “Cho nén, Tir Mic khong phai ky la, cau iy chi
la...rét co don.”

Bon ho déu khong ndi nira, gidng nhu déu c6 tAm sy ctia riéng minh, cho dén khi thang may phét ra mdt tiéng “Pinh”, dimg tai ting 31.
“Tambiét, chiic ngti ngon.” Thé Van ra khoi thang miy, xoay nguoi vay tay.
“Tambigt.”

Cira thang may cham rai khép lai, khudn mit anh tudn mang theo nu curdi ctia Hang Ty cling bién mét, Thé Van léy ra chia khoa m& cira vao nha, hai
chai niréc khoang cam trong tay nhét vao ti lanh, ¢ chot nghi dén, dau chi cé6 mdt minh Ttk Méc c6 don?

C6 cAm vat vira rdi mua & cira hang tién loi, tir trong ti xéch Iy ra mot cay bit, rdi ngdi true ban hoc.

DG 1a mbt quyén s bia miu vang, quyén s6 ban dau trong qua trinh chuyén nha khong biét déit & dau, c6 m6 quyén s6 ra, It mdt to, & trang thir hai viét
xuong hai chit: Hoa Tir.

Visao la Hoa Tir? Hoa Tir 1a ai?

C5 khong biét, that sy khong biét. C6 khong ngimg mo thiy ngudi xa la kia, c6 du loai gwong mét cung | nhiéu céi tén khac nhau, phdn Ion ¢6 da khong
con nhd, nhung c6 van nhé trong gidc mo ctia minh, ¢6 luoén khong ngimg goi tén dbi phurong, ching mudn xa roi.

Nhung ms, d6 that [ Vién Thé Van sao. ..

1.2

Tir nho Vién Thé Vén la mdt dira tré ngoan ngoan hoc hanh gioi giang ¢ trong it ba me, ngudi I6n va thiy ¢d, hoc ba nim dai hoc trong nurde, sau dé
di London du hoc, t6t nghiép xong & lai d6 lam viéc ba nam, moi nguoi cho rang 6 1 dién hinh ctia “phu ni¥ tan tién””, nhung chi nguyén 1on nhét ctia ¢6
lai gidng nhur “Tra stta*” ndi, a im mot ngudi vo tt.

(*) tir ndy theo tiéng long Pai Loan goi 1 ngudi phu nit ngye to, minh nghi tir ndy trong cau nay dai loai 1 chi ngudi im me.

C6 thudng suy nghi so voi lim mot nguoi bi guiri gim qua nhiéu hy vong, ¢6 tha ring minh a mdt ngudi khong c6 tiéng tim, nhur vy, cude sdng clia cd
¢6 thé thoai mai hon khong?

Nhung hién tai, Thé Van ngdi tai vi trf xudi theo dudng phd ctia ti¢m thirc an nhanh néim trong cira hing bach hda, ¢ ngo ngn hit e coca lanh trong
ly gidy sap hoa tan. Cudc song cua ¢6 ¢6 & da dinh Ia s€ bi giri gam nhiéu ky vong, bdi vi co mit s6 ngurdi nhat dinh s§ khong thoat khoi van ménh.

Pay I budi chidu thir sau ctia tudn thir hai trong Thang séu, 4nh mit troi xuyén thiu qua cira kinh roi vao ngudi, 6 mot loai 4m ap dbt chay.

C6 nhin ngudi di dudng qua lai trén con duong Hoai Hai dén dau vang miit hoa. Phé.n 16n khdi phd tai London déu ving vé hiu quanh, chi c6 & nha ga va
tram xe dién ngim moi c6 thé duge xem 1 ron rang nhdn nhao. Nhung ¢6 khong mudn di, ¢6 mdt dao ¢6 ngd ring minh so hdi dam dong, nhung co
thich su chen chtic trong quén bar, dwong nhur chi khi dirgc chim ngfip trong dam nguoi thi ¢d mdi 6 thé tim duoe mdt loai cam giéc an toan.

Con nguoi, dugce sinh ra véi sy miu thudn ching,

Noi dén ctng, Thé Van ¢6 chit héi han. Sau niim trude ¢6 mudn dén mdt noi roi xa chd am § nay, nhung ¢d khong hiéu, khoang cach khong phéi tir
phia ndy dén phia kia clia trai dat.

Dém cudi cling tai London, nhin ra ngi tur dwong ngoai cira s6, lin dau tién Thé Van cam thdy minh d4 trudng thanh. C6 chit vui suéng, co chit x6t xa,



bdi vi trudng thanh can phai tra gi Ion.

Thé Van xem dong ho deo tay, d hen voi Thach Thy Thin vao lic ném gio, ¢6 t6i dy trude nia tiéng, boi vi & nha mt minh ciing chang im duge vige
gl So voi Tir Mac, ¢6 va Thach Thy Than 1a ban than tir hoi ti€u hoc, chinh 1a loai ban than da tirng chitng kién bo dang kho dai nhat cia nhau trong
nhiing ndm Thang thanh xuin.

Thé Van nh lai Thach Thy Thén qua thm anh da dugc chyp tir céch ddy rit nhidu ném, trong tim anh anh ta vin ¢ khudn mit tré con nhu hoi xua, néu
khong mic au phyc thi udn cam thiy anh ta van la mdt sinh vién. So véi Thach Thy Than, Thé Van cam thay minh c6 vé gia dan, phai chang phu nit luén
gia nhanh hon dan 6ng u?

C6 1§ vy, thé nén mdi Fan me va ba ngoai nhin ¢d, bon ho déu ¢6 séc mit lo au. Vién Thé Van da hai muroi chin tudi roi, khong con  ¢6 géi lim niing
voi ba me, ma 1a mdt ngudi phu nit, ngodi tam bang trong ¢d vé cao cap kia thi van 1a hai ban tay trang,

Téi nay bon ho ¢c6 budi hop lop thoi trung th, co mo hd chor mong. C6 cam théy minh khat vong dugc nhin biét HI:)t lAn nﬁ’a, nguoi khac ciing dugc,
chinh minh ciing duge, déu can dugc nhan biét mot lan nita sau khoang thoi gian dai bat vo amtin. Me ndi, ¢6 bat dau cé diem giong. ..

Thé Van khdng nghii nita, boi vi Thach Thu Than dén rdi, cau ndi dau tién cta co : “Cau dén mudn.”

“Sorry.” Anh ta khong giai thich nhiéu, thanh khan ndi xin Ioi.

Thé Van né nu cudi, xem ra, Thach Thu Thén thét sw khong thay déi.

Budi hop 16p durge t6 chirc tai nha hing ndm trén ting cao nhét trong cira hang bach héa, ban an hinh chit nhat con rat nhiéu chd trong, Thé Van tlly tién
chon mdt cho roi ngdi xuéng, lang Iing nhin ban hoc dang lan h{ot t6i noi. Loai thoi diém ndy, ¢d s€ c6 noi xung ddng muon lam “nguroi dien thuyet”,
nhung thirong thurdng cudi cting ¢6 lai 3 “thinh gia” mim curdi tram lng,

C6 mot ngurdi dan 6ng ngdi bén canh 6, vira chio hoi nhimg ngudi khéc, vira bit dau chdm diéu thube.

Bita t0i nhanh chong bét du, Thé Van khong ngimg tra i céc cAu héi vé London. Nhung ky thét sau khi trd v, ¢6 cam thiy minh hoan toan khong biét
London, lai cang khong bict nude Anh. Ben khi ¢6 nguoi chuyén sang dé tai cong viéc moi cua Thach Thy Than, ¢6 moi tho dai nhe nhdm mdt hoi. An
xong cho thirc &n cudi cing, Thé Van phat hién nguoi dan dng bén canh minh mdi 14 “thinh gia™ chén chinh. C6 quay dau king 1€ danh gia anh ta, khudn
it nhin nghiéng trong rat dep trai.

Lic ndy, nguoi phuc vu bung Ién mdt chiéc banh ngot, c6 ngudi ndi: “Vién T6 Van, cit banh di.”

Thi ra anh ta tén & Vién TS Van, 1 “Ac ma” Vién T6 Van.

C6 mdt ngudi ban hoc tén gin giong minh nhur viy s& mang dén rat nhidu phién todi. Con nhé ngdy dau tién di hoc, chit nhigm I6p mim cudi hoi ¢o:
“Nghe noi truong chiing ta nim nay ¢d mot doi song sinh, 1a emva Vién T6 Van sao?”

Thé Vén ngd ngang Kic dau, 1in dAu tién nhd k¥ tén anh.
Homnay I sinh nhat anh ta sao?

C6 khong biét. Hoa ra ac ma ciing ¢6 sinh nhét. That giong nhu L& Minh d n6i trong “Poa lac thién st cho du 1 sat thi1 thi ciing ¢6 ban hoc tiéu
hoc...

(*) Pay la mdt by phim ciia dao dién Vurong Gia Vé cong chiéu lin dau tai Hong Kong nam 1995. Véi dan dién vién chinh gdm Lé Minh, Kaneshiro
Takeshi, Ly Gia Han, Duong Thai Niva Mac Van Uy.

Vién T6 Van tuoi cudi cit banh xong, tiép tuc king I8 iy diéu thudc ra hit.

Thé Van chi &n turong trung mdt miéng banh ngot rdi diit nia xudng,

Liic ngudi phuc vu di 1én déi dia, ¢6 liéc mét mot cai, thdy miéng banh trude miit nguoi kia vin con nguyén xi chua dn miéng ndo.

Budi hop 16p sép két thiic, Thi Tir Maic va Hang Ty moi xuét hién.

“Péu tai cau dy...” Thi Tir Miic khong vui chi vao Hang Tir & bén canh.

“Xin 101, trurde d6 161 dua mot nguoi ban vé nha.” Hang Ty cudird En, 10 ra vé ngdy tho nhu dura nho.

Vi thé miic ké 13 ai, chi can nhin théy ny cuoi ndy cling déu tha thr cho Hang Ty, nhu 1a chi cAn anh ta dén day thi 1a mdt chuyén khién ngudi ta vui ve.
Thé Van nhin thiy Tir Mic ciing gidng nhu minh, ¢6 4m thim tho dai. Cé mdt s ngudi cho dui hm g1 ciing I vi ky vong ctia nguroi khac, m mot s6

khac cho dulam g thi cting duge ngudi khac ky vong. C6 ting thiy mot cau thé nay trong sach: mdi nguoi déu cé con duong phai di ctia riéng minh,
ngudi khéc vinh vién khong thé hiéu hodic co trai nghiém



C6 E, that sy khong phai khong ¢ ly.

Khi budi hop 16p két thic, Thé Vén vi phai qua nha me cho nén khong ngdi xe ciia Tir Mic. Thach Thu Than néi mubn dua cd di, ¢b vui vé gt dau.
Xe dung lai & dui au nha Thé Van, c6 coi bo ddy an toan, cam thiy rét cuc ciiing duoc thd phao nhe nhom

“Mudn t6 dua cau di Ién khong?”

Co e dau: “Khong can, t6 tu 1én duge.”

N6i xong ¢b ddy cira xubng xe, Thach Thu Thin viy tay n6i tam biét, rdi nhanh nhur chdp roi di.

V& dén nha, me da sémmang db dac con sét lai ctia c6 xép vao mdt cai thing gidy, tuy khong niing nhung do 16n trong ¢6 vé dang kinh ngac.

“Ba con n6i c6 mot cong ty thong bao con di phong van.”” Me ngdi trén giudng bt dau ding tay boi kem dudng da, binh thudng nhur thé nay cho thdy
ba sap chuan bi ngl.

Thé Van cudi hdm hue, dua vao ban than ¢o ¢ I8 that su chéng lam nén chuyén. Con nhé hdi dai hoc, tirng c6 mdt ¢6 ban hoc chanh chua noi: ngoai
dua vao ba nx ra thi c6 chang biét gi. C6 khong tirc gidn, chi nhe nhang bang quo cudi cudi: “Vay thi the nao?”

Bude vao tudi 29, ¢6 khong c6 tinh yéu, khong c6 cong vide, khong thiy duoc twong lai, nhung thé thi sao, ¢6 1 chinh 6.
Tir trude dén nay c6 chi can la chinh minh.
Thé nhung, con ngudi ¢ tity himg bao nhiéu thi ciing s& c6 diém cubi, hudng chi, c6 khong thich hop m mbt ¢d gai boe ddng...

Tir trong nha dira Thé Vén Ién xe taxi, mo thing gidy ra, bén trong 6 rat nhiéu thir linh tinh. Quan trong nhat la mot quyen s6 mong miu xanh. C6 cam
Iy quyén sd 14t xem, trén do ghi lai nhimg cai tén hoan toan xa la ddi véi co, d6 déu 1 nhimg cai tén da xuat hién trong gidc mo clia ¢b.

Ngoai Tir Méc ra, ThéVﬁn khong ké lai gidc mo nay cho bt clr ngudi ndo, nhét | ba me. Boi vi tir sau khi xdy ra “sy kin kia”, khong khi trong gia
dinh da thay d6i. CO bat dau so hi sy yén tinh, boi vi moi khi yén tinh, lic khong nghe gi duoc, ¢6 cam thay co minh nhur bi mt doi tay vo hinh bop
chat, mudn kéu to nhung ic nao cling khong kéu ra tieng dugc.

Vi thé ¢6 mudn roi khoi, di cang xa cang tot, t6t nhét 1 khong ai quen biét ¢o, ndi vy, ciing s& khong ¢ ngudi quen biét . .. “ngudi ndo do”.

Khi v& t¢i nha, dong ho trén turdng phong khach chi mudi hai gio dém, Thé Vén niing né ndm trén giuong, bong nhién nghi t61 gi do lai dimg ddy mo
laptop, déng nhp vao mit trang web du hoc sinh ma ¢6 thuong téi. C6 theo ban ning gio tay xem ddng hd, e nay chic i da co ban ghi am dé nghe
161?

Mé dién dan ra, qua nhién c6 mdt bai viét, tén 1: Tao Thu Lo @ dai phét thanh tiéng Trung tai New York 0613.

d6 13, ngudi dan Chuong

trinh radio trude kia m “nguwdi ndo d6” hdi trude thich nhat.

“Xin chao moi ngudi, ddy 1 Thur Lo tai New York mang dén tiét myc cho céc vi, tudn ndy da xay ra nhimg chuyén thi vi ndo nhi? Ching ta hiy clng
nhau ling nghe...”

Séng sém thir hai, Thé Van an miic chinh &, rdi di dén toa nha cao cép & trung tim thanh pho.
Phongvénco la mdt ngudi dan 6ng ngudi Anh 6 khudn nit tré trung, toc gan nhur da khong con, nhung ca nguoi nhin rét ¢6 tinh than, ong ta lich s

dua danh thiép cho cd, trén do gy tring chit den in dong chit “Giam ddc khu vire Chau A Thai Binh Duong”. Bon ho néi chuyén voi nhau mit lic,
rat vui vé hoa hop, nhung cudi cling trong ltic vo tinh 6ng ta nhin thiy trén Iy lich ¢6 viét 1a ot nghiép dai hoc XX tai London, vé mit ong ta ¢6 chit bat

I]ng.

Nhung miic ké néi thé ndo, cudi cling, 6 da c6 mdt cong viéc.

Budi t&i, Thé Vén hen Thach Thy Thin di &n chic mimg tim dugc cong vide moi.

Anh ta dan theo mdt ¢ gai dén, 1a ban hoc thdi trung hoc ctia bon ho, Thé Van suy nghi hoi liu méi chan cho ndi: “Ly Nhuoc Ngu?”’

Ly Nhuoc Ngu cudi hi hi ngdi xudng, giai thich: “Toi va Thach Thy Than m ctng mdt cong ty, nghe cau Ay néi ciu vira tir Anh trd vé, nén toi mudn gip
Cé.u.”

Thé Van niic di hoi bt ngd, nhung 6 nhanh chéng thén thién tro chuyén voi Ly Nhuoe Ngu, nguoc lai Thach Thu Thin ca t6i déu trAm miic.

Khi tr vé, Thach Thy Thin budc nhanh dén cira nha hang dén mot chiéc taxi, Thé Van vira n6i 1oi tam biét véi Ly Nhuoe Ngu wira di qua, lai bi Thach
Thy Than giir chat: “Té dua cau ve.”



[T 2]

. Thé Vén chop miét ngac nhién.

Nhu vy, xe taxi nay [a?

Ly Nhuge Ngu tu nhién n xe, vﬁy tay tam biét bon ho, nhung nu cudi trén mit mang theo mdt chiit chua x6t.

Xe taxi nhanh chong chay di, hai nguoi dimg & ctra nha hang déu khong n6i gi

Thach Thy Than Iy ra chia khoa xe néi: “Di thoi, qua iy xe.”

Thé Van di theo sau Thach Thy Than, ¢6 chit ngd ngang, hinh nhur ngudi trede mét khong phai | Thach Thy Than ma ¢6 quen biét.
Hoa ra, khong biét bt dau tir khi ndo, nhimg thir ¢6 cho rang khong thay doi, tht ra da king I& thay doi tir lAu...

Téi nay, Thé Van dén cain hd trén Au tim Thi Tt Mic, nhin chudng that 1au, ic ¢ tuong ré.ng Thi Tir Mac khong & nha thi ctra lai md.
“Thé Van...” Tir Miic tir khe cira 16 d4u ra, hai ma hoi do, khong biét c6 phai 1a vi thoi tiét qua nong khong,

“C6 rurgu khong,” Thé Van dua vao cira, “TS mudn udng chit nrou.”

“C6...co.” Ngit khi ctia Tir Miic van clmg ngic trude sau nhu mdt, “Nhung ma. . khong tién cho im...”

Thé Van cti du, nhin & cira c6 mot doi gidy vai cii k§ kiéu nam, hinh nhur... khong phai phong cach cia Hang Tur.

“Cau.. chd mdt chit....” Tir Miic xoay ngudi vao phong bép, Iic dira ¢d cdm trong tay mdt chai rurou vang do con thira mot nira, nhén trén than chai da
bi xé mot mang, “Chi con nhiéu day.”

“Camon,” Thé Van nhin céi chai rdi nhay mét véi Tir Mic, “T6 xudng ddy.”

Khi cira thang miy m6 ra uon phét ra 4m thanh “Dinh” trong tréo, Thé Van di vao, xoay ngudi vay tay, Tt Mic cudi clng ngic, rdi dong cira lai.
R&t cude, ngudi nhur thé ndo s& yéu mot ¢d gai ky la lai dang yéu nhur Tir Mic chir?

C5 nhin chai rrou trong tay, cho dit i ngudi thé ndo, chi can thét tinh yéu nhau, nhu vy du roi.

Sang hom sau, Thé Van di ding ky hoc 14i xe. O London c6 d4 quen di bén trai, bay gio phai thich tmg lai tir dau.

Cot chic day an toan, tay phai cAm chic tay l4i, ngay sau d6 nghe duoc 4m thanh nghiém tic ciia thiy day li: “C6 dinh ding tay phai dé di can sb
sao?”

“0.” C6 bdi rdi dbi tay.

Cude sdng I nhur thé, e trrde 6 mudn roi khoi, hién tai mudn quay vé diém ban dau ciing 1a ¢, con nguoi thurong s& kinh ngac véi sy thay ddi ciia
chinh minh.

Ling ta ling ting chay mot tiéng, mic di trong xe mo diéu hoa, nhung Thé Vén lai cam thay md hoi wdt ddm ca nguoi. Theo gido vién tir trén xe bude
xubng, c6 chi mudn immot chuyén, chinh 1 di mua mdt chai bia u6p lanh, udng hét khéng con mot giot.

“Toi thurong ndi voi hoc vién, l4i khong tt khong sao, nhung nhét thiét khong durge tréi luat giao thong, hon nita khong thé udng rou, ¢6 phéi nhé ky.”
Thay gido ng6i & ghe pho lai ghi vao so luyén tap ctia co, “Cuoi tuan lai dén tap i mdt lan nita, sau do bat dau tap quay xe.”

N6i xong, anh ta ra Iénh hoc vién khéc vao thé chd Thé Van ngdi trén ghé l4i quay diu xe chay di
Nhin chiéc xe méu vang chudi chay xa, Thé Van khong khoi lim bam: “Trén thé giéi ndy, that khong it ngwdi dang so...”

Cham i di dén cong trudng, trude clra phong bao vé co mdt cai may ban db tir dong, Thé Van voi vang tir trong tiii Ky ra tién I bo vao khe nhan tién.
Pén lac chon d6 udng, tay cod dang chi trude nit bia do du trong choc Iat, van 1a chon nude s6 da.

Budi t6i, Thé Van dén nha hang ma Tir Mic gioi thiéu, boi vi dén tré, chi co chd ngdi trong goc.

Chon d6 an xong, Thé Van nhin xung quanh, ngon dén ctia nha hang khong sang Jam, mdt ban da sb i bn ngudi ngdi, hon phéan nira khach hang 1 cac
cap ngudi yéu, c6 khong khéi to md suy nghi, T Mac ddc than rot cude theo ai téi day chir?

Nhung c6 nhanh chéng e dau cuoi khd, chinh ¢b ching phai ciing mbt minh t6i sao, khong biét nhitng ngudi chung quanh nhin c6 nhu thé nao.

Tai chd ngdi sat ctra s6 ¢ mdt ddi nam nit, Thé Van nhin nguoi dan ong c6 duong nét mit bén mit kién nghi, bdng nhién phét hién nguoi do 1 Vién T6
Van.



M6t bén niit ctia anh tréng ¢6 vé rat nghiém tic, bo dang n6i ning than trong, ¢ gai ddi dién trong thily mi, so v6i co gai d6 anh lai cang cimg nhéc hon,
day 1a Vién T6 Van ¢ trong ky trc ctia ¢!

bot nhién, Vien T6 Van nhur B cam gidc duge tim mit ctia ¢d, anh quay dau nhin vé phia ¢6. Vién Thé Vén con dang suy nghii tim sy chua kip né tranh
anh mit sac bén kia, cd danh phai ngo ngac nhin anh, sau d6 theo ban ning git dau.

Trén khuon mét kién nghi ctia Vién T Van vay ma 10 ra nu cuoi 6n hoa, anh nhe nhang git déu, sau dé quay dau lai méit khong con chut biéu cam

Ca bira an, Thé Van thinh thoang kén quan sat d6i nam nit kia, d6 1 ban gai ctia anh ta sao? Thi ra “Ac ma” ciing thich loai con gii e 4p diu dang——
0, c6 ai khong thich chtr, ¢ gai nhu vay ai ciing thich thoi. Nhung ma yéu mdt ngudi dan 6ng nhu Vién To Van, e rang ki chuyén khong lau bén.

An xong miéng banh pudding xoai cubi cting, Thé Van goi ngudi phuc vu tinh tién. Lic di qua bén ngudi Vién T6 Van, ¢6 c6 y khong nhin anh, giéng
nhu bon ho 13 hai ngurdi xa la khong c6 chiit lién can.

bi trén duong, gi6 démniia he thdi t6i, cd bdng nhién suy nghi tai thanh phd nay hién thyre va hur 4o dan xen vao nhau, ¢ nhiéu im thing trim. Diéu ¢o
phai lam chang qua 1a duy tri sy tinh tdo.

Sang thir hai, Thé Van chinh thirc dén cong ty im. Nguoi phu trach gitip ¢6 m quen véi cong viéc la Carol, ¢6 ta n6i rang sép ctia cd thudng xuyén di
cong tac khip noi, thoi gian & Thurong Hai khong 1w, cho nén cong viée tro Iy ny rat nhe nhang,

Thang séu, trong khong khi 4m p dm uét, budi chiéu ¢ vin phong cAm mot tach ca phé tir ngoai cira s6 1iu 30 nhin xudng ngd tr dudng, gidng nhur
dang 6 trong miy.

Nhan nha trai qua mdt tuén, Thé Van nhan dugc thong bao néi sép ctia ¢d da quay vé day, vi thé cong viéc bt dau trd nén ban ron, mbi ngy md khong
biét bao nhiéu hdi nghi, thoi gian trdi qua qua nhanh. Gilra trua voi vang n xong com trua, ¢d dang cammiy tinh vot t6i phong hop, vira vao ctra, ¢6

ngAy ngAn ca ngudi —— ngudi ngdi ngay ngin & gitta khong phai Vién T Van thi 14 ai?
Vién T6 Van nging dau nhin c6, trén khudn mét khong c biéu tinh hién Ién mdt tia kinh ngac: “C6 chinh 1 nhan vién moi t6i?”
Thé Van gt dau, kién tri di &én ngdi xubng dbi dién anh: “Xin chao.”

Ca budi chiéu, bon ho khong ¢6 n6i chuyén véi nhau mot ciu nio, gidng nh lin trrée ¢ nha hing, bon ho fa hai ngudi xa la khong c6 chit lién can. Ba
ngay sau, cO ¢ quan ca phé dudi lau tinh cd biet dugc tir trong miéng ctia mot nit dong nghi€p, anh 1a quan ly ctia by phan nao do.

V& phan 13 by phan ndo. . .thi 6 khong nhé nbi.

Nhung khong thé khong tin, thi ra trén thé gioi nay c6 mdt thir goi 13 tring hop.

“Xin chio.”

Thé Van tir khay com to trudc miit nging dau én, ¢ khong khoi hoang so. La Vién T6 Van.

“Pung c6 lan ndo ciing ding anh mét hoang so nhin t6i, hién tai t6i & khong con tiy tién danh 1on véi nguoi khéc.” Anh ta dang n6i dua u, nhung tai sao
guong it van khéng co chit biéu cam?

Thé Van cudi ha ha hai tiéng, cam thiy xéu ho.

Anh ngdi vao chd tréng dbi dién ¢o bat dau an com, bon ho cir nhur vy trim miic gurong gao dn xong phan com ctia minh, sau dé mdt trude mdt sau
vao thang may.

That vét va theo d4m dong chen vao thang may, am thanh canh bao qué tai vang Ién. Boi vi la nguoi cudi clng bude vao, Thé Van danh phai bat dac di
101 khéi thang may, moi di mot budc, lai bi Vién To Van giir lai: “T61 di chuyén sau.”

Noi xong, anh Iui ra ngoai, nhin cira thang may & gitra bon ho khép lai.
Trong nhay mt, Thé Van cam thiy dudng nhu da trai qua miy doi.

Liic tan tAm, di ngang qua phong tra nurée, nghe thiy 4m thanh nirc n6 rét nhd, Thé Van theo ban ning dimng budc chan, nhung do du ¢6 can tranh di
khong,

Bén trong truyén dén giong ndi bat dic di ctia Carol: “Quén di, dimng vi chuyén nay ma kho s6, ai ciing biét quéan ly Vién ddi voi con gai déu nhur vay...”
Cb ghinhod giong noi: “Toi biét... nhung toi trong 1 minh khong giéng voi ngudi khac...”
Thé Van khong nhan ra d6 1 ai, nhung chuyén nay khong quan trong, béi vi c6 khong ¢ y do xét bi mit ctia ngudi khéc.

C6 giAm Ién tim tham day lai mém di ra khoi khu vire vin phong. Quéan Iy Vién ma bon ho n6i 1 Vién T6 Van sao? C6 da timg thdy anh hen ho voi mdt
6 gai, cho nén y nghi nay nhanh chéng xuat hién trong dau.



Toi biét.... nhung t6i twéng 1 minh khong gidng voi ngudoi khac. .

Phu nit thurong hay ngde nhur vy, cho ring minh 6 diém khac biét, nhung ddi véi mdt ngudi dan dng ma n6i, ¢d ta ching qua ciing chi B mdt sinh ménh
1Au dai, mdt ngudi phu nit nao d6 mi thoi.

Trong long Thé Van bdng nhién nghi dén mdt cau: tinh yéu, 1 mot thir dang so.

Chinh c0 cfing hoang so, nhimg 10 ndy ai cir viy ma dot ngdt xuét hign. C6 cam théty dau 6 minh nhur 12 khong thé hoat dong binh throng, nhung ma
van khong nglrng suy nghi, Vién Thé Van gan nhu chua tirng yéu duong, 1am sao nan long véi tinh yéu nhu thé chur.

i ra khoi toa nha, gi6 tir tir ndi lén.

Nigbi trén xe taxi nhin ng tur dudng ngoai ctra s, Thé Van timg cho ring minh 1 loai phy nit dam yéu dm hén, nhung hién tai ¢6 hiéu chinh minh, chéng
qua la mdt nguoi ngay ca diing khi bude di cling khong co.

Tinh yéu, moi ngwoi déu bi bé ngoai dep d& clia n6 mé hogic, nhung ky thét bén dudi vé ngoai dep d& d6 lai ham chira ich ky, ghen ghét, hdi hén, o tinh.
C6 bict mot s6 ngurdi, luén miéng ndi khong thé khong co tinh yéu, ket qua 1 lai chi coi nhur tro choi. Con c6 mdt s6 ngudi, ding thoi gian vai ndm, mudi
may nam, thAm chi may chuc nimdeé yéu, dé cho doi mdt nguoi khac, cho ngan budm di qua, cho Iang tir quay dau, nhung cudi cting nguoi bi thirong lai
1a chinh minh.

€6 khong hé cho ring tinh yéu 1 trd choi, nhung ¢6 ciiing s& khong ding thoi gian dai nhur vay dé yéu mdt nguoi.

Cudi tuan, Tir Mic ndi I6p trudng cii to chire moi ngudi di ca hat, Thé Van do du mot It van dép tmg.

Tir sau t6i hom d6 Thach Thu Thén dua c6 v, bon ho ciing khong lién lac. Thé Vén cam thiy dudng nhur giita hai ngudi c6 gi d6, nhung khong thé ndi
10, trong long ¢ lai so hdi d6i mat vdi anh ta.

C6 ciing da lau rdi chura gip lai Vien T6 Van, nghe néi anh di cong tac, nhu vay ciing tt, do phai xau hd.
“Nay,” 6 ngudi vd vai ¢d bude nhanh qua, c6 phin hai hude n6i, “Pang kiém tién 16 4.
Thira la Tlnch"[hu"[hén, anhta 1o ranucubiémép.

Thé Van ciling cudi, cd quen voi mot Thach Thu Than nhu vay hon. Nu cudi ctia anh ta luén tao nhd, nhur gié xuan, nguoi ndy hinh nhu khong c6 chit
SAC S40.

Budc trén béc thang trai tham hong ctia KTV, Thach Thy Than hoi: “Cong viée moi thé nao?”

“Ciling duoc.”

“Gén day to mudn hoc theo cau.”

“»* Thé Van nhin swon mit cta anh ta, cam thdy anh ta ¢6 chut co don.

Anh ta quay dAu mim cuoi n6i: “Mubn di doc, hoc thém chit gi d6.”

“Dugc ddy...” Tuy rang cd bat ngd, nhung cam thiy day 1 mot y kién hay,

“Di d4u, hoc gi?”

Thach Thu Than khong tra 10i ¢6, hoi ngwoc lai: “Lan trude cau ndi véi t&, mudn di du hoc nita...?”

Thé Van gt dau, lic khong tim dugc cong viée qua thit ¢6 du dinh nhur vay, nhung gin day ¢ lai mét di y nghi @6 trong dau.
“Khong bang cing di nhé?”” Thach Thu Than ndi.

Vé mit anh ta tir truée dén nay chua bao gidy nghiém tic nhur vay, thé nén 6 khong biét nén mé miéng thé ndo néi minh da thay ddi suy nghi. C6 chi
cuodi guong gao: “BE. . .d¢é sau hdng noi.”

Déy cira phong ra, bén trong dang nd dila am ¥, rat kho tin ring nhimg nguoi ndy da sip ba muroi roi
Ba muroi tudi, trong mot doan thoi gian rat dai, ¢6 nhin thiy sy khoi dau ciia gid ca. Nhung by gio, chinh 6 ciing d4 bat dau budc vé phia ndy.
Thé Van bi ddy lén truée may tinh chon bai hat, sau d6 lai bi ddy dén bén ghé sofa chd doi dén lwot minh. C6 bdng nhién cam thiy, dudng nhwr moi thir

déu d3 duoc sép dat, ¢6 chi c6 mdt con duong dé di. Duhoc ciing dugc, cong viée cling dugc, cai co phai lam chinh 1a di theo con dudng nay, khong
ngurng di mai the thoi



C6 nguoi ndi: “Vien Thé Van, t6i hrot cau.”

Thé 12 ¢6 nhan mic, trén man hinh TV that Ion hién 1én bai hat quen thudc lai xa la “Close to you™
Why do birds suddenly appear

Every time you are near?

Just like me, they long to be

Close to you.

Why do stars fall down from the sky

Every time you walk by?

Just like me, they long to be

Close to you.

On the day that you were born

The angels got together

And decided to create a dream come true

So they sprinkled moon dust in your hair of gold

And starlight in your eyes of blue.

That is why all the girls in town

Follow you all around.

Just like me, they long to be

Close to you.

Tiéng hét ctia Thé Van nhe nhing ma ngot ngio, mang theo mot chit wru thuong, tya nhu ¢6 Carpenter da qua doi ic con tré.

Khi hat xong am cudi cting, Thé Van mai phat hién Vién TS Van khong biét khi nao thi da dén day, anh tira vao trude cira king I8 nhin ¢, 4nh méit phirc
tap.

Thé Van khong khoi budng mic trong tay ra nhu b dién giat, c6 rii mét xudng khong nhin anh.

C6 18, trén thé gioi nay con co mot thir goi 1 dinh ménh da cho ching ta yéu nhau.

1.3

Thang sau gén chdm durt, Thang bay oi birc voi v sap t6i. Toi thir nam, Thé Vén va Tir Miic cing nhau an com chiéu, hen dén chd Tir Mic udng ruou,
sau khi Thé Vian tr¢ lai Throng Hai 6 mo6i phat hién day I so thich chung cta bon ho. Thé Van khong phai that sy thich ubng ruou, nhung sau khi ung
Tuou, cam gic 4m p dang tran trong co thé khién c6 rét say mé. Rét nhiéu dém trai qua modt minh & London, ¢6 udng ruou chim chim, xem tivi, ning
né ng thiép di.

Dirng xe xong, Tir Miic tir ghé sau Iy ra mot tii gidy dong goi rét dep: “Pay 1 san phdm chiéu nay t6 chup quang céo, gidm dbe bén kia ndi tang cho
td, ha ha.”

Thé Van nhoén miéng cudi, Tir Mic uon c6 vé rat d& dang thoa mén, ¢6 & nhur vy s& hanh phiic hon.

hai nguoi 6m reou va cac loai dd an mua tir siéu thi trd vé di vao thang méy, nhdn niit ting cao nhit, cira thang méy khép lai, Thé Van bdng nhién noi:
“Do6 1a ngudi nhu the nao?”

“?’ Tir Méac hoang mang,

“Lan trude... doi gidy kiéu nam...” Thé Van treo céi tti to trén cai moc dé bot chit strc.



“A...viéc d6...” Tir Miac xau ho lc dau, “Khong phai, t& va anh ta khong 6 gi, chinh 1 thuan tiy... thuan tay...”
Negay thing nhu Tir Miic, Thé Van khong khoi suy nghi, 13 quan hé nhu thé ndo m6i khién ¢6 néi ning ap a ap ting nhur véy.
Thang méy tir gara Ién t6i iu mot, sau d6 “Pink” mbt tiéng ngimg lai.

Thé Van con mudn ndi gi do, cira thang méy bong nhién md ra, Hang Tu 6m mot ¢d géi cao gy xinh dep di vao, thoat nhin dang vé ké sat nhau cua hai
nguoi, han I3 khong phai ban be binh thudng.

Hang Tur ngn ngudi, 16 ra nu cudi quyén il trude sau nhu mot: “Hil”

Thé Van cing T Mac déu xAu hd cudi cudi, xem nhu chio hoi.

“hai vi nay Ia ban hoc cii ctia anh,” anh ta viron ngdn tay thon dai, ttty y chi chi, “C6 A va c¢6 B.”

“.” C6 kiéu gi6i thiéu ngudi khac nhur vAy sao, ¢ phai boi vi vé& sau khong gip nhau nita cho nén ciing khong can thiét phai biét tén ctia nhau?
“Vinay 1a,” anh ta dm c0 gai bén canh, trén nit tir d4u dén cubi van tuoi cudi, “Co C.”

Tir Mac cang 16 13 vé x4u hd gt du. Thé Van lai bong nhién rat mudn cudi to, tudng turong ba ngudi bon ho viron tay, vé mit that tha noi: “Co A,
chao ¢6.”“A, ¢d B, chao c¢6 chao ¢b.” “Xin chao, téila co C...”

Thé Van girong m¥it nhin Hang Ty, anh ta van dang cudi, nhung hinh nhur 1 that sy cam thay budn cudi ching 18, gi phiit nay anh ta dang a0
tuong tinh canh nhur vay?

“hai c4u vira r0i ndi chuyén gi thé, t& vira dén lién im bt, khong phai néi xau sau hung t& chir.” Hang Tu vudt mit “c6 C”” n6i

Thé Van lc dau, khong nhin dén Tir Mic viron ra canh tay cimg ngfic ngin can: “Bon t¢ dang n6i vé ‘ngudi dan ong trong phong Tir Mic’.”

Hang Ty cudi xiu xa nhin chdm chdm Tar Mic: “That hay gia?”

Ban tay Tir Miic dang & gitta khong trung, danh phai cimg ngiic thu trd vé: .. Gia, gia.”

“Trude clra c6 mot doi gidy thé thao kiéu nam ciing 1 gia sao.” Thé Van ¢6 “long tot” nhic nho.

Thang may lai phat ra mot tiéng “Dinh”, dimg & ting ba muroi hai cao nhét, cira thang may mo ra, Hang Ty ldy tay ngiin cira thang méy, chd ba co gai
phia sau déu roi khoi méi di ra. Bon ngudi chia lam hai nhom di vé hai phia, Hang Ty va Thi Tar Mic lay ra hai chia khoa khac nhau, tra khoa vao cira
101 dung tay kéo ra, sau d6 khong hen ma cting xoay ngudi nhin d6i phuong,

“Ching t6i ¢6 I& rat am §, mong hai nguoi thong cam” Khi Hang Ty cudi 16 1n, khée mét c6 mot nép nhéin mong dai.

“0.” Tir Miic git gat dau, xoay nguoi cing Thé Van vao nha.

Tt Mic huc tung moi thir tim ra hai chiéc ly thiy tinh chan ngéin, tuy khong phai 14 ly ding dé ubng rrou vang nhung mién cudng coi nhur 1 ly dé ubng
Tuou.

“Nay, Thé Van,” Tir Miic mé hop chai nrou, c6 chit thanh thao khu néip chai, “Lan trude viée kia... Ky that khong phéi nhur cau nghi dau.”
“Phai khong,” Thé Van ndm bo trén g sofa, nhin Tir Miic, khong ndi tiép.

Nt chai dwoc it ra, chét long mau nho tim rét vao trong ly ruou, Thé Van cam théy mdi mdt té bao trong co thé minh déu nhay Ién, doi dén khi T
Mac nang ly reou dua qua tay ¢, Thé Van kiém ché ndi ham muon ty minh uong mit hoi can sach, c6 tir tir nham nhap.

“Thét ra,” Tir Miic c6 chit dimng ngdi khong yén, “T& van khong biét nén lam sao. . .ndi véi ngudi khac.”

o

“Trén thue t&, n trude cau dén, ngudi & trong phong t6, anh ta ...”

“Y’ C6 18 da quen v6i cach néi chuyén ctia Tir Mic, cho nén Thé Van chi ing ling cho doi Tir Miic ni hét Ioi.
“La mdt.... bac sitamly.” Tir Mac Ry tay Fic Fc Iy ruou, do du néi khong nén Ioi.

“Bac sitam Iy?” Thé Vén kinh ngac dat xudng ly rrou trong tay.

“U.,” Tir Miic gat gat dau, “Vén I luon dén phong kham ctia anh ta, nhung lan trude ding lic khong thé ding phong kham, cho nén t¢ mdi anh ta dén
nha.”



“..” Thé Vén nhin Tir Mic, cho c6 ndi tiép.

“Céu 6 mjt loai cam gic thé nay khong...” Tir Méc cling ngdi trén sofa, khe the dai, “Chinh I, trong long c6 mdt s bi mét, ciing khong thé néi la bi
mit —— chi & mdt sy viéc ma thoi, cho du doi voi ngudi gan giii nhat cling khong the noira... Nhung lai ¢6 thé ndi véi mit ngurdi hoan toan xa la.”

> Thé Van rii méit xubng nhin ly ruou trong tay n6i khéng nén 1oi.

“N6i thé ndo nhi...” Giong n6i Tir Mic cling ngic trude sau nhu mot, “Cé & cu nghi ring t6 n6i sai, nhung dit sao, t6 chinh B ngudi nhir vy, hon nira
hién tai t& cam thay, néu noi ra... trong long s€ tot hon rat nhicu.”

Mét sb chuyén khong thé ndo ndi voi nguoi than thiét.... nhung lai c6 thé néi véi modt ngudi xa la?

Nhin khuon nit Tir Mic mim cudi ¢6 chit cimg ngiic, Thé Van bdng nhién that mubn biét, 1oi néi ctia Tir Mic, rdt cude 1 dung hay sai.
“Thé 4,” Thé Vén ra vé coi mo n6i, “Bac sitam Iy kia dep trai khong?”

Tir Mic ngac nhién nghi nghii, mi noi: “Khong 16 im, dan 6ng trong miét t6. . . bd dang déu giéng nhau.”

Homsau la ngay thir sau cudi cling ctia Thang sau, tan suat am viée ciia moi nguoi ciing tw dong chim lai, ¢6 ngudi Ién mang ndi chuyén phiém, co
ngudi thi ngdi ngén ngo, tham chi c6 ngudi con ngl ga ngi i,

Bai vi budi sang chura 3n gi, Thé Van mau chéng xuong Jau an com trua, ¢6 ludn nghi t6i gidc mo t6i hom qua, lai mo minh n6i 101 tam biét v6i mdt ngudi
xa la, nguoi kia tén 1a gi nhi? C6 ding stre suy nghi, cudi cling van bo cudc, bong nhién trong dau hién lén cau néi ctia Tir Mac demtamsu trong
1ong minh ndi v6i mbt ngudi xa la? Thét sy ¢6 thé sao?

Mo méng &in xong bita trua, lic tré v&, trong vin phong chi ¢6 hai ba nit dng nghiép dang giam cin cin qua téo.

“C6 ¢4 thé gii thich m)t chit ddy a gi khong?!” Am thanh ctia Vién T Van bdng nhién trim thip ns hing hon truyén t6i tir mdt véin phong khi co di
ngang qua, Thé Van theo ban nang dirng bude chan nhin vao bén trong,

Vién T Van ném hai t& gidy 1én ban ¢b gai timg an ti v6i anh, Thé Van khong nhin thiy vé miit anh, nhung ¢6 ¢6 thé khéing dinh, anh ching vui vé gi.
Cb gai dang cti dau bdng nhién nging 1én, mrdc nit 1 ché: “Bm chi i khong mudn chia tay voi anh...”

“C6 noi cai gi?”” Bon chit nay binh tinh thdt ra tir trong miéng anh, nhung Thé Van da ¢6 cam giac “giong t6 trrde con bio”,

Cb gii chay nurée mét, khong biét nén noi cai gi.

Thé Van suy nghi, néu khong phai tit ca moi ngudi di ra ngoai an com, hién tai chd nay nhat dinh bi vay chit dén mirc con kién ciing chui khong lot, qua
thyre phan khich giong nhu phim truyén hinh...

“Chia tay? Toi nghi ¢6 d hiéu lim, ching ta chua ting c6 bét dau, im sao ndi dén chia tay.”

Thé Van tham hit mdt hoi lanh, nhitng 16i ndy...co chit tan nhin,

Co gaikia chi khoc, khdng néi 1oi ndo.

“T6i khong thich viét thur, néu c6 c6 gi mudn n6i xin moi n6i thing vi 1.

Am thanh ctia anh trAm thap, nhung ciing rat manh mg.

Anh xoay ngudi mudn di, ¢6 gai dot nhién khoe ndi: “Vi sao anh lai déi xir voi em nhur vay?!”

Vién T6 Van khong quay dau, mét khong chit thay doi nhin vai: “Téi chi ¢6 thé ndi, néu toi da ton thurong ¢6, toi xin 61

N6i xong anh cit budc di vé phia Thé Van, c6 van con kinh ngac véi tinh canh bén trong, ciin ban khong kip tranh di.

Vién T Van nhin thiy ¢6, anh sting st mot chit, budc chin chdm lai, ha miéng mudn n6i gi d6, nhung ¢b voi vang xoay ngudi chay di.
Budc chan hoi hoang loan, khong biét 14 vi khan truong hay 1 di qua nhanh, Thé Vén iy di dng ra goi dién thoai cho Tir Mic.
“A16...” Ngit khi ctia Tir Miic van cling ngic trude sau nhur mot.

“Béc sitam ly cAunoi homqua...”

“Um..”

“C6 thé gitip t6 hen anh ta khong?”



P
“Sang ngay mai, dugc cha?”

“0.” Tir Mac tit dién thoai.

Thé Van trd lai chd ngdi ctia minh, nhin hinh anh tat may trén man hinh di dong ma bt dau ngo ngic.

Séng thit by, Thé Van thirc ddy rét sém, c6 I& boi vi mudn di gap béc sitim 1Y cho nén cam thiy khan trrong, C6 dirt khodt rdi girong thu don can
phong, con ¢ rat nhicu thing giay van dong chua cd mo ra, c6 luon chod dén khi cé hirng thi mdi bat dau don dep.

Nhu bay gio 1a ¢6 himg sao?
Khong coi i viy. C6 cuoi kho.

C6 chi la cam thy khan trrong ma thoi, boi vi, sdp stra ddi mit voi mdt ngudi xa la ndi ra nhitng tAm syr trong long minh, ¢6 thit swr ¢6 thé sao? Giéng
nhu T Mac noi vay?

Pén tam gioy, ¢6 bat dau rira mit, deo do trang sirc tinh xio trang nhé, mic mot chiée 4o t-shirt, rdi iy mdt chiéc 40 khodc mong cé vé nghiém tic mic
bén ngoai. Mac du hoi cig nhac, nhung ¢6 nhin minh trong gurong ciing c6 chit tinh than.

Khi con nim phit nita 12 t6i gio hen chin rudi, Thé Van da di vao phong kham tim Iy nim tai mt hoc vién y khoa, c6 hit siu mdt hoi, nhic tay gd nhe ba
cal

“Dén déy.” Bén trong canh cira ¢6 ngudi noi.

Sau do c6 nghe duoc tiéng budc chin, cira dwoc mo ra, mit ngudi dan 6ng 6 kn da ngim den nhung twoi cudi kha 4i xuat hién trude mit ¢d.

“Xin chao, chic ¢6 a Vién Thé Van.” Anh ta vira n6i vira nhudng dudng moi ¢d di vio.

“Vang ” Thé Vén khong biét lam sao, git dau, “Chao anh.”

Thét bat ngd, ngudi dan 6ng ndy rat dep trai. Loai anh tudn khong c6 cam gic ap bach, ma 1 6n hoa vui vé.

C6 di vao phong, vach tuong ctng trén nha déu la mau tring ngd, mot loai mau sic khién ngudi ta cam thdy 4m ap. Nira phia du6i vach tuong la mau
xanh nhat, nhur 3 mrdc bién trong subt. Cain phong rat rong rai, thong thoang, anh sang cling tt, chinh giira dat mot cai ghé dya lam bang da that to, hinh
nhu 13 loai ghé c6 chirc ning mat xa, hrng ghé dua c6 the ha xudng, c6 doan rang binh thrdng bénh nhan hén 1 ndm trén cai ghé da kia dé tri idu. Ké
bén ghe da 13 mdt c4i ban lam viée, trén ban ¢ mdt s sach, & gitta c6 mdt quyén s6 that day.

“C6 mudn ubng gi,” Anh ta déng cira lai, mo cira ta lanh, tir bén trong iy ra hai hop sita, ‘Nhung bay gio chi ¢6 thé udng cai nay thoi.”

“A... dugc.” Thé Van git dau.

“Ding rdi, t61 con chura tr gi6i thiéu,” anh ta di t6i, ding tay ra hiéu y bao Thé Van ngdi xubng ghé da, “Toi tén 1 Tuong Bach Liét, ¢6 c6 thé goi toi
bac si Tudng, hodic 14 bt ctr xung hd nao khac ma ¢b thiy quen, ddy nay 1 danh thiép ciia t6i.”

Anh ta khong biét tir dau Iy ra danh thiép, dira cling véi sita vao tay co.

Thé Vén cdmsira va danh thiép, lich sur hoi khom g, 16i ciii dau nhin danh thiép.

Trén d6 chi in trg Iy bac siphong didu tri tAm ly dai hoc phu thuge bénh vién XX, Tudng Bach Liét.

“Tén tiéng Anh cta t6i | Gabriel, trén d6 khong c6 in.” Tuéng Bach Liét di ra déng sau ban Bm viée ngdi xudng, mé hop sita ra udng,
“Gabriel?” Thé Van mim cudi mdt chit.

“Um, c6 phai thiy t6i rat gidng thién than khong?”” Tudng Bach Liét tuoi cuoi kha 4.

“Nhung trong Cuu Uéc goi y Gabriel [a nit.”

“Vay cling t6t,” Tuong Bach Liét van mim cudi, “Béi vi phunit rat diu dang.”

Thé Van khong khoi cudi 16 1én, day 1 Jin dau tién c6 phét ra tiéng cuoi tir ndi tAm trong ca budi sang.

Anh ta con not: “T6i 1 ngudi Bai Loan, ¢6 mbt ngudi ban ca t6i n6i, giong n6i cia con trai Pai Loan lubn niing niu, tuy ring tur chiing ti chura bao gioy
cho 1a vy c0 thay sao?”




‘Um.. Toicam thay anh nhu bay gity ciing rat tt.” C6 phai tat ca bac sitam Iy uén c6 thé dang néi chuyén ciia minh dong thoi lai dem dé tai chuyén
sang doi phurong khong?

“Nhur vAy,” anh ta mé quyén sb trén ban, 1t sang mot o gidy tring, viét ngay roi
ngAng du nhin c6 n6i, “Ching ta n6i chuyén ctia ¢ di.”
Thé Van bdng nhién khan trurong, cam thiy toan thin trd nén cimg ngic.

“Pung khén truong,” Tudng Bach Liét mim cuoi, “T6i chi 1 ghi lai cdm nhin ctia minh théi, cling khong phai mudn ghi lai mdi mdt cAu ndi cta cd, bac si
tam ly chi ding cho nay...”

Anh ta chi vio d4u va trai tim ctia minh n6i: “Ma khong phai ding quyén s6 dé ghi lai cam xtic ctia bénh nhan.”
Thé Van xiu hd cudi 1 1én, cam thdy minh khong chd 4n trén.

“T6i d& nghi ¢6 coira chiéc 4o khoac phién toai kia, treo trén moc 40,” anh ta ciing khong ngang dau lén ma ghi chép, “Néu khong thi ching dat t6i hidu
qua tha long toan than.”

Cb gt dau, dimg dy coi 4o khoac treo trén moc, sau d6 ndm trén ghé da, phia trurde tim it ¢6 1 trdn nha mau tréing nga.

“DAu tién t6i mubn nhdn manh va cam doan véi ¢, t6i s& khong tiét 16 chuyén ciia ¢6 cho bét cir ai trong tinh hudng khong dugc sur cho phép cua co,
nhung hy vong c6 ¢ thé hicu, co 1€ boi vi mdt vai nghi van xuat hién trong ndi dung tro chuyén ctia chiing ta, t6i s& tham khéo y kien ctia nhiing dong
nghiép c6 kinh nghiém hon t6i, nhung t61 nghi t61 s€ o hét strc khong dé cd boi vay ma cam thay phure tap.” Khi noi nhitng 101 ny, vé miit anh ta rat
nghiém tuc.

Thé Van khong khoi git dau, cam thiy nhur minh 1 bénh nhén sép stra bét dau giai phau, ma bac si dang doc nhitng diéu can lyu y khi phau thust.

“Toi khong hoi Thi Tir Mac bat ctr chuyén nio cua g, cho nén ¢6 thé 16i t61 hoan toan khong bibt @i v& ¢, hién tai c6 thé mdi c6 gidi thidu mot chit vé
cude sbng ciia ¢d khong, noi ngin gon hodic 1 n6i chi tiét déu duoc, chi can co thich ki dwoc.”

“Cudc song ctia t0i rét don gién,” ¢ n6i, “Toi tén & Vien Thé Van, néim nay 29 tudi. Tem nam trude, khi con chra t5t nghiép dai hoc 0i da sang Anh
du hoc, hoc nganh van hoc Anh, sau khi tot nghi€p t6i ¢ lai d6 lam viéc khoang ba ndm. Thang trudc vira tr¢ lai Thuong Hai, hién tai t6i dang lam trg ly
quan ly ctia mdt cong ty Anh... chi cd nhu vay.”

“Wow, ““ Tudng Bach Liét ndi, “Van hoc Anh... La Shakespeare sao?”

“Qua that, rt nhiép ngudi ndi dén e Anh thi s& nhé t6i Shakespeare, nhung trén thure t& 6ng y 1 mdt dién vién va nha soan kich, nhung khong thé
dai dién toan bo nén van hoc ctia nudc Anh.”

“C6 |a mOt nguoi.. rit nghiém tiic.” Anh ta ndi 161 két ludn, vira ghi lai trén so.
Thé Van kinh ngac, anh ta ¢ phén khién ngudi ta khong hiéu anh ta dang suy nghi gi.

“N6i nhur vdy,” anh ta bdng nhién nging dau nhin c6, “T6i cam thiy c6 hin 1 xem nhu cude sdng thanh cong, nhan duoc sur gido duc tt, cong viée on
dinh... vé phurong dién tinh cam thi sao?”

«... Khong 6. Téi gioy van khong ¢6.”

Tudng Bach Liét ddu mdi, nhurdng 1ong may: “Nhung t6i cam thiy ¢6 khong gidng nhur ngudi s& vi loai chuyén niy ma phién ndo.”

“...Visao?” Co6 nhin khong duoc hoi.

“Thir nhét, t6i cho ring ¢b 1a mdt ngudi cb cai toi rat cao,” vé mit anh ta rit nghlemtuc “Ciing khong phai noéi ¢6 ich ky, ma la ndi, ¢6 kha chu trong
ban thin, coi trong camnhdn cua chinh minh hon. Boi vi khi t6i moi ¢6 gidi thiéu ve cude song ctia minh, ¢4 ndi phén 6n vé nhing chuyén minh da trai
qua, khong n6i dén bét cir chuyén gi ¢6 lién quan dén gia dinh, nguoi binh thuong khi ké vé cudc sbng, dleq dAu tién ho nghi dén chinh 1 gia dinh, ngudi
thin va chinh minh, sau d¢ 1a cong viéc va sé thich. Nhung c6 chi ndi vé€ ban than minh, ¢6 & 13 vi ¢d ludn song ddc lap.”

«.” Trong 1ong ban tay Thé Van d6 day md hoi.

“Thir hai, t6i cam thiyy ¢6 B mOt ngwoi ¢6 chii Kién, |p truong 10 ring hon nita sin long bay t6 ban thin,” anh ta con ndi, “Toi nhic t6i vén hoc Anh va
Shakespeare, ¢ chi don gian lp tirc phan bac t6i. C6 ¢6 bict co mit s6 ngudi, ndi thé ndo nhi, 14 loai nguoi cho du ngudi khac n6i sai cling ching muon
phan bac, s noi ‘ir, gan nhur the’, tom lai néu khong phai I chuyén rat quan trong thi s& khong muon lam tri y ctia ngudi khac. Nhung nguoc lai ¢6
khong phai la ngudi nhur the, ¢6 rat san long bay té ban than.”

«.” Thé Van a khau khong tra 101 duoc.

“MOot ¢b gai nhur vy, binh thudng s& khong boi vi chuyén tinh cam ma cam thiy phién nio, toi ndi ding chir,” anh ta xde tay ra, “Cho nén... ¢6 thé noi



cho 61 biét, cd c6 chuyén gi phién no khong, hoac 1 homnay co dén day, i muén n6i nhimg gi?””
Thé Van cudi khd mot chit, “Gabriel” ndy, c6 & cing khong diu dang giéng nhur trong tudng trong,
“Gan déy toi... lion mo mdt gide mong ky la.”

“C6 thé ké lai mdt chit cho t6i khong, dwong nhién néu ¢d cam thiy nh lai rat dau kho, ¢6 ¢6 thé ké ngiin gon, ln dau tién giip mit, i cing khong yéu
cau cd voi toi lap tic trd thanh moi quan hé khong c6 gi giau nhau.”

“A... Ciing khong c6 gi dau khé, chi  rét ky quéi ms thoi, boi vi gidc mo turong ty cir xuat hién hét Jan nay t6i ln khéc,” hai ban tay c6 dan vio nhau,
“Trong mo t6i 1a mdt c6 bé hon mudi tudi, cd mot qguc‘ri ban rat tot, moi mt lan déu khong giong nha, y t6i la moi mdt lan déu 1a nhiing ngudi xa la
khac nhau, khudn mat, tén goi toi chura tirng nhin thay cling chua tirng nghe qua.”

Cb quay dau nhin Tudng Bach Liét, anh ta ra hiéu co ndi tiép.

“Sau d6 ngudi ban tot ndy phai di xa, ching toi tam biét nhau, ngudi d6 cang chay cang xa, toi nhin theo béng déng ctia ngudi d6 khong ngimg goi tén,
noi ‘tam biét, XXX, tambiét’...”

Bon ho lai nhin nhau, mt It sau Tudng Bach Liét moi n6i: “Vay 1a két thic rdi?”

“Dling vay...”

Anh ta hoi nhiu méy, giéng nhu dang suy nghi gi d6, khong n6i gi.

Tir trong ba 16 Thé Vén Iy ra hai quyén s, mdt quyén méu vang mdi tinh, quyén khac 1 miu xanh da cii nat.

“T6i ghi lai tén cua tAt ca nhing nguoi toi da mo thiy, that sy déu d nguoi xa la.”

Tuédng Bach Liét c6 chit kinh ngac nhan Jy hai quyén sb, dang tri Jat xem, toan b can phong, ngay ca khong khi déu ing im

“Thir 161 61 ni théng,” anh tapéng nhién ni, giong diéu binh finh lai khong chip nhan nguoi khéc cur tuyét, “Cé phai ¢d c6 ngudi thin hodc ban bé thin
thiet da ra di, y toi la. . .vinh vien. ..”

Anh sang mit troi chiéu trén dinh dAu Thé Van, nhung khong hé chéi mét, ¢6 nghe duoc 4m thanh ciia chinh minh ni:
“Dling vdy... ngudindo do...”

“Ngudinao d6?”

“LA... ngudi chi song sinh cua toi...”

“Co 4y thé nao?”

“Chi 4y... da mt roi.”

Ban dang doc truyén Thdng T Ve Thang Ném duge tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chwong 2: Thang bay — Micheal va Lucifer

2.1
[ Tuong Bach Liét: “Hom nay c6 c6 thé néi ra nhitng 1o ndy, t6i cam thiy c6 that sy rat diing cam. Trong long mbi nguoi ching ta déu co vét thurong,
nhurng rat nhiéu nguoi khong muon doi nit, ¢b t6i noi niy, da chimg t6 c6 sin sang d6i mit, ¢ phai khong?”

Téor Thur Lo: “Trong thu ban noi, “‘Mubn keo, nhung boi vi khong c6 duge keo ma di th’u thépgiéy 201 keo, loai ngurdi lui rm cau, rdt cude 1 ngéc )
nghcch hay dang gién...”, ban da cho t6i sy lyra chon kha it nhi —— chi ¢6 hai ngoc nghéch hay [a dang gian. T6i muon noi, that ra la vira ngoc
nghéch lai con dang gian day!

Nhung t6i lai khong thé khong noi, diéu ndy ciing ¢ chit dng yéu, boi vi, ban ¢b chip voi keo nhur vy, sur ¢d chip d6 khién cho moi ngurdi kham
phuc. Khong phéi sao? Chiing ta déu thich keo, nhung néu khong c6 duroc keo, rét nhidu ngudi s& chon banh ngot, ca phé, qua cam, takoyaki (banh
bach tudt nudng), van van. Boi vi khong phai ai ciing thém mudn keo, ciing khong phai mdi ngudi déu ¢ chép véi modt thir gi d6, mot sur viée ndo do,
hodc 14...mdt ngwoi ndo d6. Toi nghi, c6 doi khi hy thir khoan dung mot chit, ddi xir voi nguoi khac nhu d6i véi chinh minh.”)


http://ebookfull.net

Tudng Bach Liét khong t ra qua gidt minh, c6 & 1 do nghé nghiép, théi quen ]ang nghe ctia anh ta rat ky la, chi h01 nheo lai cgp mit phirong kia,
mang theo ny cudi khich 16 noi: “Nhur vay, ¢6 thé ké véi t61 vé chuyén ctia c6 dy khong .. ngudi chi song sinh ciia ¢6.”

voi chinh

Khong biét vi sao, cho dén gio phit ndy, Thé Van moi cam thiy yén long, giong nhur rdt cude cd diing khi dé ddi dién voi ngwoi khac
minh —— ndi vé ngudi kia da gidu tan sau trong dy long co.

Tran nha méu tring nga trurde mét hinh nhur bdng nhién bién thanh méau xanh, nhung khong phéi 1 miu xanh ciia bién sau, ma B mau xanh nhan nhat ém
diu trén bo cat.

“Tuy réng ching toi | song sinh, nhung ngay sinh khong ciing mdt ngay, chi 4y chao doi sém hon t6i 20 phi, lic d6 | 11 gio 50 phit ti ngiy 30 Thang
4, ma t0i... chao doi vao ngay 1 Thang 5. C6 & 1a bdi vay.” Thé Van cudi khd, “Tinh cach ctia ching toi.. thyre ra rat khac nhau.”

Tuong Bach Liét khong noi xen vao, ma Ky tay chéng cam, ra vé rit mudn nghe tiép.

“Chi &y rt c6i m, nhigt tinh, so voi chi Ay, t0i A ngudi huéng ndi, diém tinh. C6 doi khi nghi lai, that s cam thiy rat tha vi, mt doi chi em song sinh, bé
ngoai giong nhau, nhung tinh cach thi khac nhau mdt troi mot vure. Theo Iy thuyet, dira tré sinh vao Thang tur han [a diém tinh lanh nhat, dtra tré sinh vao
Thang nam thi nhiét tinh nhwr kra, nhung ching t6i lai hoan toan twong phan.”

“Tinh cam hai nguoi thé nao, tt chir?”

“Um, tot im. Ngudi khong phai sinh d6i thi khong thé hiéu dugc cam gidc nay. Vi du nhur, khi t6i tim rira phét hién dau goi ddu da hét roi, vira dinh kéu
chi ay thi chi ay d3 cam cai chai dirng trurde mat t61; hodc 13 Nic t61 muon udng nurde, thi nhin thay chi ay ciing cam coc tinh di rot nude; khi t6i mdt minh
di dao pho nhin tring mot chiéc khén quang c0, vé nha phat hién chi dy cting mua mot cai.. moi viéc la nhu the. Toi thuong thuong c6 mdt cam gide ky
diéu, trong co thé cua t0i ton tai mdt phién ban ¢& nho cua chi dy, trong co thé ctia chi dy ciing ton tai mdt phién ban ¢& nho cua toi, ching t6i thrdng
thurong khong can ndi chuyén véi nhau ciing c6 thé hiéu dugc cam giac ctia d6i phirong, d6 hinh nhur 13 mdt loai... kha nang bam sinh.”

“Thé thi,” Tuong Bach Liét ty nhién viét vao sd, cdy bit trén tay anh ta hinh nhur rét déic biét, khi viét 1én khong phét ra mot chit am thanh, “hai nguoi ¢6
cai nhau khong?”’

“_. RAt ft, rat it cai nhau,” Thé Van nhin trin nha miu tréing, dudng nhur dang hdi twéng,“Cho dil ¢ vai cau, méy phit sau lién hoa thuan.”

“Um,” Tudng Bach Liét gat dau, “Hoi bé t6i thuong xuyén cai va voi anh t6i va em géi t6i, ¢6 doi khi toi s& gian dén mot tudn I& khong thém nhin nit
bon ho.”

“Ching t6i khong nhu vdy,” Thé Van lic dau, “Néu trong 1ong ching t6i c6 khiic méic ddi voi nhau, cam giac ndy ngay ca mot phut t6i ciing khong thé
chiu dugc.”

“S¢ thich ctia hai ngudi giong nhau khong?”

‘Khéng giéng, ¢6 thé ndi . . .hoan toan khac biét. Chi éiy thich xem tivi, nghe tiét muc radio, xem trién Am tranh, xemkich... Chi a?iy thich tAt c4 moi thir
di chuyén, c6 hinh anh. Con i, lai thich doc sach, thich 16i van tinh ling.”

“N6i dung ra, hai ngudi c6 chd giéng nhau ciing c6 chd khac nhau.”

“C6 thé n6i nhur vay,” Thé Van dirng mdt chit, “Gidng nhur anh n6i, thinh thoang toi cam thay ching toi rét khéc biét, nhung c6 d6i khi lai cam thiy rat
tuong tu.”

“Co E, sinh d6i that sy khong giéng Vi cac anh chi em khac,” Khuon méit Tudng Bachvén twoi cuoi kha 4i chot tré nén nghiém tic, “Nhur vy, sau do,
co the ké voi toi ot cude co ay da xay ra chuyén gi...”

Giong diéu ciia anh ta, vira khong phai nghi vén ciing khong phai khéing dinh, anh ta chi ding 4nh niit diu dang nhin c6, chd ¢6 n6i tiép.

Thé Van hit sdu mdt hoi, chim i n6i: “Anh 6 biét. . .sur kién 11/9 khong?”

Tudng Bach Liét gidt minh, sau do gat dau.

“Chi 4y. .. tham gia Chuong trinh trao d6i du hoc sinh, t6i hom do vira lic 1én may bay di du hoc....” C6 kinh ngac phat hién minh lai khong roi I, méc
du trong dau vang Ién tieng vo vit, méc du trude nat khong ngimg xuét hién hinh anh cta chi ving vay trong cabin, nhung c6 khong khoc. Sau do, tat ca
am thanh déu bién mat, ¢6 chi nghe thay tiéng “tich tac™ cia dong ho treo twong trong phong, cing voi canh trong chi di vao ctra khau sén bay, xoay
ngudi vay tay vé phia cd. Chi vay tay that lau, hinh nhur khong mudn roi di, dudng nhu rat luyén tiéc ¢d, ¢6 1€ nao ¢ trong thim tim, chi dy da biét sy an
bai cua so phan, cho nén mdi. ..

“I'mso sorry....” Tuong Bach Liét di tdi, tya vao ban lam viéc, anh ta vo nhe 1én tay ¢d, chd co noi tiép.

“Toi cam thy. . .thé gi6i cia t6i bong nhién. . . mét dimjt nira...” R&t cude nude mﬁt c0 chay mf)r}g, day 14 10i n6i c6 chura tirmg dam noi ra, dbi mit véi
ndi dau thurong ctia ba me, ngurdi than va ban be, diéu co cd thé lam dugce, chinh I3 Iing Iing lam tot chinh minh.



“T6i. . .61 nghil ring trén thé giéi ndy, khong ai tuyét vong hon toi, nhung t6i khong thé. .. Trurde mit ¢d B mdt manh mo hd, cam xtic tuyét vong tuén
tran v€ phia ¢, nhur bién ca den kit, khién c6 gan nhu sup do.

Tudng Bach Liét dimg lén di dén bén canh ¢ r6i cti ngrdi xudng, anh ta ndm ba vai ctia cd, diu ding néi: “Chiing toi déu hiéu, chiing t6i déu hidu ca,
hoémnay c6 co6 thé ndi ra nhitng 161 ndy, t6i cam thay c6 that sy rat diing cam. Trong long moi ngudi ching ta déu c6 vét thuong, nhung rat nhi€u ngudi

khong mudn dbi mit, c6 t6i noi ndy, da chimg t6 ¢6 sin sang dbi mit, c6 phai khong?”

C6 I boi vi 16i n6i ctia anh ta, ciing ¢6 18 1 do ban tay ctia anh ta nim bo vai ¢d rét 4m ap, bién ca cudn cudn trong 1ong Thé Van, ot cude dan dan yén
a.

“T6i nghf, ¢6 ciing 4 vi mudn nhan duoc sy gitip d& cho nén mdi t6i noi nay.”
‘Um...” Thé Van gat dAu, nhe nhang lau di nude it trén .

Tudng Bach Liét bdng nhién nd ra ny cuoi sang lan nhat: “Vay 1 duoc roi, ching ta s tir tir ndi ra hét nhing gi c6 muén ndi voi ngudi khac hodc 1 véi
chinh minh siéu nhan s€ dén giip co day.”

Thé Van yén lang nhin khudn mit anh ta, sau d6 né nu cuoi.

Néu thét su c6 mdt ngay, co co thé tim vé chinh minh, that su | chuyén hanh phuic biét bao. N6i vé siéu nhan. ... ¢d khong tin trén thé gi6i ndy thit sy c6
siéu nhan.

Thé Van miic vao chiéc 4o khoac mong, nhin minh trong chiéc gwong treo trén twdng, doi méit hoi sung, co hit hit c4i mili, bdng nhién cam thiy gnh néing
trong long nhu 13 nhe di mot it. Pong ho trén tuong lang 1& chuyén dong, moi qua 40 phit w, nhung vi sao ¢6 lai cam thay da rat 1au nhur 1a & day tir ngay
hom qua.

Tudng Bach Liét tién ¢6 ra ngoai, hen cudi tuan sau gip lai. Trude khi chia tay, anh ta dot nhién hoi:

“Ding rdi, chi ¢b tén gi?”

Thé Vén kinh ngac nhin anh ta, hdi liu sau méi noi: “Vién Thé Phan. . .”

“0, chi em ‘Phén Van’ 4,” anh ta dut hai tay vao 40 khoac dai mau tring, “Nhur vy, thay t6i chio hoi cd 4y.”

Li?”

“C6 da n6i, ¢6 mdt phién ban & nhé ciia ¢d Ay ton tai trong co thé ¢, cho nén c¢d dimg tuyét vong nhu vdy, cd 4y van ‘con song’.” Noi xong, anh ta
xoay nguoi trd vé phong kham.

Thé Van nhin canh cira miu tring khép chit, bdng nhién cam thay, 101 Tir Miac n6i 1 ding,

Sang thir hai, Thé Van cam thziy nhirc du bt dau tir khoanh khéc vira bude vao van phong, e an trua, Carol va nhitng dong nghiép khac budn
chuyén vé c6 gai kia bi Vién T6 Van cu tuyét & van phong khoc suot mot budi chicu.

Trong long ¢ mang méng c6 chiit khd s, mdt ngudi dan dng hd hirg nhur vay, cin ban khong hiéu duoc tinh yéu.

Sau khi tan tAm, c6 & quan ca phé dudi liu cong ty vira an bira tdi vira hi hody véi laptop, c6 & cao d¢ van phong sau khi vé dém, nguoc lai c6 mot loai
hanh phic finh kng.

Ca phé trong tay hoi lanh, ¢6 goi ngudi phyc vu mang thémmot ly ca phé nira, ngAng dAu lién thiy, con dudng ddi dién bén kia cé mdt ngudi dan ong
dang bude nhanh t6i, khong phai la Thach Thy Than sao.

Ly Nhurge Ngu 6 phia sau ra sirc dudi theo, miéng n6i cai gi do.

Thach Thu Than bdng nhién ngimg lai, vé mit khong kién nhén tra 11 vai cau, rdi xoay ngudi di dén bai db xe bén canh.

Chi trong chdc lat, anh ta l4i xe chay nhu bay.

Ly Nhuoc Ngu ngo ngac nhin phuong hirdng chiée xe bién miét, that lau sau, rét cuc nén long bo di.

Pa c6 mot khoanh kl‘ﬁc thé nay, Thé Vénphin xuyén qua ctra kinh nhan ra nu cuoi }hé hgong trén mat minh. Hoa ra, Vcho dula Vién Té Van ]anhqh‘mg
hay Ia Thach Thy Than 6n hoa, dan 6ng doi véi ngudi phy nit ma minh khong yéu déu giong nhau. Bon ho khong muon ding mdt phan strc luc d€ lamco

18, dau rang nhitg nguoi phy nit ndy sin sang thé nguyén s& rat yéu bon ho.

Cb timg nhin thiy mot phan tranh chim biém trén bao, trén d6 noi thé nay: “Trén thé gidi nay tran ngdp dan 6ng tot va phy nir t6t, nhung m bon ho chi
gip thoang qua, khong bao gio nhin thay d6i phwong. Hoéc 14 nhin thay d6i phuong, lai khéng cam nhan duge sy tim dau y hop, cam nhén dugce sy tim



dau y hop lai khong thé ndo giit dwoc, hy vong giit diroc nhung khong ¢ cach nao ¢ chung, ..”

Tinh yéu, ¢ & that sy 3 mdt chuyén rit kho khan,

Di dong ctia ¢b vang Ién, 1 Tir Mic goi t6i i ¢6 budi t6i choi mat chiroc. C6 rat mudn tir chdi, nhumg Tir Mic ndi thidu ngudi, cho nén ¢6 phai di.
Bit déc di clip méay, Thé Van c6 chit ngén ngo, c6 phai ¢d chinh 1 ngudi khong biét tir chdi nguoi khéc hay khong,

Chin gi¢ ding dén phong tra, 6 bat ngd trong thy Vién T6 Van ngdi mot minh.

“Xemra chi ¢ chiing ta dén ding gid.”” Anh cudi khd mot chit.

Thé Van mién cudng cudi trir mdt c4i, ¢d ngdi xudng goc xéo ddi dién anh.

“C6 da thiy duoc?” Vién T6 Van dot nhién di thing vao van dé, khién Thé Van hoang so.

Anh udng tach tra Thiét Quan Am r6i ndi: “Chiéu hém do. Lic ¢6 chay trdn ¢ chit bdi réi.”

Anh ta dang tréu choc ¢c6 sao?!

Thé Van kinh ngac nhin anh, dii sao di ching nita Vién T6 Vén ciing khong phai 1 ngudi biét tréu choc.

“Boi vi t6i khong thurdng gip nhiing tinh canh xau hd nhu vay.” C6 tra 10 thing thén.

Anh nhiu ity nhin ¢6, giéng nhur mudn ndi c4i gi nhung cudi ciing chi nhin vai.

C6 am b nhu khong thiy, cti dau udng ly tra sita bac ha.

“Cong viée thuan loi chir?”” Anh bdng nhién néi sang chuyén khéc, giong diéu ciing khong gay git.

“Ciling duoc.”

“Toi tot nghiép dai hoc xong lién lim tai cong ty ndy.”

Cb hoi kinh ngac, day khong giéng nhur i “phong cach’” ciia anh, trrde kia & truong héin uon hip tp, nghil &én cai gi thi laim céi d6.

“Pung nhin t6i nhr vAy,” dudng nhur héin uon d& dang biét duoc c6 dang suy nghi g, “Con nguoi s& thay d6i, nhat 1 dan ong.”

Thé Van so mit, ¢6 chit khong dugce tw nhién.

C5 bdng nhién nhd t6i budi chidu mia he ném‘éy troi d6 mura to, trén hanh lang dai khong mot bong nguoi, ¢6 va mdt ban hoc nir dang v& tAm p phich
cho hoat dong he ctia doan truong. Toan bd tang trét khong mot bong ngudi, chi co hai co phai vt bo daingd ctia miy dieu hoa & nha, ma ra suc vé
voi trong phong hoc ¢ céi quat dién cii ki kia.

V& xong miu nude, hai ¢b dén toilet rira sach dung cu v&, e di ra, nghe thiy bén trong san van dong ddi dién co tiéng bong 16 va cham mit dét.
Ban hoc nit ndi: “Cé ngudi choi bong 16 sao? C6 thé i doi bong rd hay khong?”

C6 nhin nhin vai, khong t6 10 y kién. Ni sich dudong nhur luon rét d& dang nay sinh himg tht ddi v6i nam sinh choi bong rd, nhung c6 cam thay diéu d6
thét bubn cuoi. nam chu hye ctia doi bong 16 trudng giong nhur 14 siéu sao cua ca truong vay, duoc bao quanh vang sang nhur ngdi sao, nhung ndi toi
ctng —— bon ho cling chi 14 biét choi béng ma thoi.

Xép gon ép phich xong, hai ngudi dong cira ra khoi phong, ban hoc nit néi: “Néu cho cau chon, cau chon ai trong nim ngudi d6?”

“C6 thé khong chon ngudi ndo duge khéng?” C6 ra vé dau kho.

“Khong dugc, nhét dinh phai chon.”

“Té khong nghi ra.” C6 ra vé thing thiin.

“Nhit dinh phai chon.”

C nghii nghil, thuAn miéng n6i: “Di sao ciing khong phéi 1 Vién T6 Van ”

Co chot im bit, béi vi vira ndi xong tén anh, ¢d ngang dau lién nhin thiy miy ngwoi trong doi bong o tir trong toilet cach d6 mot mét ln ot di ra, ngwdi
dau tién chinh 13 Vién T6 Van.

Anh cling ngan nguoi, c6 I& nghe duge cau ndi vira rdi cia co.



C6 bdng nhién hoi sg sét, khong biét anh s& Bm gi. ..

Mot namsinh ¢6 vé nhur 1 d6i trrdng, nhin cudi vd vai Vién T6 Van, y bao anh phai di rdi.

Anh liéc c6 mdt cai, sau do di cang lic cang xa.

Cho i gioy, co déu nghi ring, tai khoanh khéc d6 minh da sinh ra 4o giac, boi vi, ¢6 nhin thiy vé ton thuong hién lén trong miit anh.
D6 khong phai 1 Vién T6 Van ma ¢6 ubn tuong tuong.

Nhung gior nay khéic ndly, Thé Van ngang dau nhin ngudi dan ong trudc mit da truong thanh, khong biét, anh con nhé budi chidu mia hé oi burc kia hay
khong, caundi cd da tirng ndi qua?

Vién T6 Vén cti dau chdm hira, cau may hat mot hoi, sau d6 nha ra vong khoi tréing qua bén kia.
Anh c6 nhé hay khong ciing khong quan trong.
Bai vi, bon ho dbi véi nhau ni ndi, cho téi bay gidr van 1 nguoi xa la.

T6i murdi hai gity dém, vén bai mi tan, Hang Tur khong dén, Thé Van va Tir Méc li xe vé nha. Tir Mic khong c6 li chiéc xe kiéu cii lai nho nhiin kia,
ma d6i thanh chiéc xe viét da co cong suat manh, lic khdi dong chice xe phat ra &m thanh am am ning né.

Nura dém trén duodng cao téc,’ xe ¢ rat it, nguoi dan theo dubi cam giac tdc do bat dau manh mé nhén ga. Tir Miic von chay vimg vang, gios ddy ¢o
phong nhanh duoi kip mdt chiéc xe viét da khac, sau khi chay song song mit lic, Tir Mac bong nhién tang toc chay 1én phia trude.

“Thir bay t6 di.”” Thé Van vira ndi vira thap thomma deo ddy an toan.

“Chd Tuong Bach Liét...” C6 khong thé goi anh ta 1 “bac si Tudng”, c6 phai boi vi 6 khong thé thira nhan minh | “bénh nhan™
“A, t6 di ngdy hom qua.” Tir Miac noi.

“Ding 164, t¢ quén hoi anh ta thu phi thé nao?”

“Khong thu phi.” Tir Méc wira ndi vira dap chan ga, mit loai cam giac ménh liét ap vao lung,

Chiéc xe phia sau bt dau nhdn coi, nhay dén, Tir Mic khong thém dé y t6i, swon niit lanh king nhin khong ra c6 dang suy nghif cai gi.

Thé Vén nm chit c4i cn trén dau, thong qua hinh anh phan quang trong kinh ¢6 nhin thiy chiéc xe phia sau, xe kia dang dudi theo rit nhanh, cai ndy s&
khong phai a “Pua xe” chu. ...

“Ttr Mic, cau ¢ chuyén gi khan cép sao?” Thé Van ciing tré nén cimg ngic, boi vi ¢b nhin thiy kim ddng hd do tde d6 trong xe d chi dén “140”.

Nhung Tir Miic khong tra 10, khong biét 1 khong nghe thiy hay 1 khong mudn tra 1, ¢6 chi 1 khong ngimg tang toe virot qua chiée nay t6i chiée kia,
cho dén khi xuong duong cao toc queo vao con duong trude cira khu chung cur.

Bdng nhién mdt chiéc xe tir bén trai chay Ién, théing lai phia trurde xe céc cd, Tir Mic dimg xe ngay p tirc, nhung van khong théng kip ms dung phai,
The Vén gan nhu muon hét am en.

Chiée xe ding trude bat dén kén, 6 mot nguoi di xu(')ng, Thang béy oi birc lai nic 40 den, ngudi d6 hing hé di vé phia cdc ¢, sau do mot ban tay dap
Ién ctra xe phia Tir Mac. Cach ctra kinh that day, Thé Van nghe duge Hang Ty ding d6 hé to: “Thi Tir Mac, em dién r6i sao?!”

Khoénh khic nhin théy 1o khudn mit Hang Ty, ban tay Thé Van von dinh bAm s6 “110” rt cude bo ra.

Hang Ty ding strc mo ctra xe, sau d6 viron ngoén tro, chi vao Tir Miéc noi: “Mé ctra!”

Thé Vén kinh ngac nhin hai nguoi trude mit, d6 that su la Hang Ty sao? La Hang Tu lun ¢6 nucu(‘riquyénrﬁ. .

Nhung Tir Miic lanh king nghiém mit, theo théi quen cin mong tay ngon cai, yén king nhin tay 1i, cho dén khi theo ban niing md khoa cira xe.
Cura lap tire bi mo ra, Hang Ty nim léy ¢b 4o cta Tt Mac kéo ¢d xuéng Xe.

“Emdién rdi u?! Ddy an toan ciing khong thit?!”” Anh ta trimg to mét gio thét.

Tir Miic cimg ngic nhin di noi khéc.



Thé Van voi vang c6i day an toan xubng xe, tuy rang khong & vi sao bon ho cai nhau, nhung true giac ctia ¢ lo cho Tir Mic.
“Thi Tir Mac!” Tha?iy ¢6 tho o, Hang Tu viron tay dung strc bop manh khuon niit Tir Mic, cho dén khi co dau dén chay nurée mit.

Thé Van ddy Hang Ty ra, trén mit Tir Miic in 10 ddu ngon tay dén ndi ir mau, Thé Van chot ndi gidn n6i: “Cau ngoai trir biét ding bao hre thi con biét
lam gi ha? T61 méc k€ hai cdu ai ¢ 101 vdi ai, st dung bao Iuc 1a khdng ding!”

Noi xong, cb day Tir Méc dang tire gidn chay nuoc mit én xe, con minh thi ng01 vao vi tri diéu khién, bat chip ban than con chura ¢ bang lai xe, ¢ lai
xe vong qua chd Hang Tu dang dtmg ngin ngudi, rdi chay vao bai dd xe dudi lau khu chung cur.

Dimng xe, Thé Van nhin théy suon mit T& Mac con vét bAm 3 rét, ¢6 dau long noi: “Nguoi ndi dién chinh 1A ciu ta moi ding...”

Khudn nit Tir Mic ching ¢ biéu cam g, nude miét lai cang khong ngimg chay xudng, d6 ciing B mdt Tir Midc ma Thé Van chura timg thiy.

hai nguoi trAm méc & trén xe thét A, cho dén khi Tar Mic néi: “Di thoi. ..

Vao thang may, di thang 1én tAng ba muroi mdt, hai ¢6 van trim n¥c, khi tiéng “‘dinh’” quen thudc vang 1én bén tai, Thé Van vd vai Tir Mic: “To khong
blet giita hai ngudi rot cude da xay ra chuyén gi, nhung t6 chi mubn n6i, ching ta ciing khong con I tré con. .. Néu ¢6 thé, hay thir giai quyét van dé
gidng nhur nguoi trudng thanh, duge khong?”

Tt Mic ngo ngic nhin tim bang s6 thang méy, gat dau.

Thé Van khong n6i gi nita, cd n6i tam biét rdi ra khoi thang may.

Cénh ctra clmg rén lanh nhu bang khép lai sau hing ¢6, Thé Van nghe duoc tiéng thor dai trong long minh.

Bon ho déu d hai muoi chin tudi, ciing khong phai khong ao wdc tinh yéu, ciing khong phéi khong ham mo nhimg gia dinh 4m ép, ma ... trong long
moi nguoi nhieu hodc it déu co noi dau.

Noi dau nay khic shu nhur vay, dén ndi bon ho déu kiét strc, mudn quén di sy t0n tai ctia nd. Hoc khong bo cudc, tu nhién cling hoc biét trdn tranh.
The Van mo cira phong, ddi dép di trong nha, ¢4 tira lung vao canh cira, cam thay minh hoi mét moi. Trong phong I mdt manh den 61, co cam thiy
gidng nhur dang & du6i day bién sau khong thiy day kia, mOt 1di 4p hre ap t6i, khién c6 cam thiy chinh minh sép bi dim chim. Bdng nhién bén tai vang

Ién 161 ndi ctia Tudng Bach Liét: c6 cling 1a vi muon nhan dugc sy giip dd cho nén moi tdi noi ndy.

hai tay c6 6m dau, ding vay, c6 khong thé chiu dung duoc cam gide khi nira dém tinh lai mdt minh bi viy quanh trong ¢6 doc. C6 timng nghi ring minh s&
t€ dai, hodc 1a da t€ dai. Nhung c6 khong cd.

C5 van s& birng tinh tir trong gidc mdng, phat hién minh 16 roi day mét, sau d6 ho hét dudi day long: ciru clru toi. ..
C5 van khong thé roi khoi “ngudi kia”, cai ngudi tén 1 “Vién Thé Phan”.

Tiéng chudng di dong bdng nhién vang Ién cit qua man dém yén finh, ky that d6 1 tiéng chuéng nhe dang ém diu do ¢6 dac biét cai dat, nhung vao gio
khéc nay nghe ra lai choi tai nhur vay.

Thé Van cam Iy di dong, 1 Hang Tur goi ti.

“A 167

“Cb 4y. . .vé nha r6i?” Giong n6i ctia Hang Ty nghe ra ¢6 chit chén chir.

“Um” Thé Van nhin khong duoc tra 1oi méy moc.

«..0,” anh ta nhur 13 tho dai, chi 1 rét nhe rét nhe, “Camon.”

Sau do anh ta lién gic méy.

Céamon? Camon céi gi? Thé Van tién tay quing di dong Ién sofa, co dén ti lanh Ay mot chai nurée subi lanh, ngira dau ubng,
Ping ngo ngac mot luc, Thé Van cAm léy di dong tim s0 dién thoai ctia Thach Thu Than, 4n phim goi.
“A 16?” Thach Thu Than mau chong nhin méy.

“La t¢.” C6 cam chai mrdc subi ngdi kén sofa.

“Chuyén g?”

“... Cau dang lim viéc sa0?” C6 doa chinh minh, béi vi hinh nhur ¢6 von khong mudn hoi nhitng 1o ndy, chi ki khong ¢6 cach dudng dot hoi ra nghi vén



trong 1ong, cho nén moi tam thoi doi thanh cau nay.
Péu dy bén kia truyén dén tiéng lat gidy san sat, Thach Thy Thin né nu cudi diu dang: “Vén dang Bm viée, nhung bay gio. . Jam xong rdi.”
Thé Van nhin khéng duge nhoén miéng cudi, gidng nhur duoc tiép thém diing khi: “Cau c6 biét. . .chuyén ctia Hang Ty va Tir Mic khong?”

Thach Thu Than khé cuoi, c6 mot hoi tiéng budc chan, nhu 1 tir chd nay di dén chd khac: “Khong 16 lém, nhung tir khi ndo cau quan tam dén chuyén
nay vay.”

C khong mudn n6i chuyén ban ndy cho anh ta, vi thé tra 1i qua loa: “Chi i bdng nhién nghi &én nén thun miéng hoi thoi.”

“Puge rdi, t& chi bié} gitta bon ho cé chut phire tap, cu thé khong rd 16m, gitra chung ta chua bao gio néi vé chuyén ndy —— cau cling biét, bon ho déu
la ngurdi gitr bi mét rat kin.”

Thé Van thé dai: “Pugc rdi...”

Ngay ca moi nguoi thudng xuyén gip mit ciing khong biét chuyén, ¢6 i ngudi roi di bay timndm lai 6 tr cach gl dé biét chir. C6 18, ngay ca chinh ¢6
ciing khong 10 rang, rot cude dd 1a sur quan tm ctia ban be, hay 1a sy nghi hoéc tran day to mo.

“Néu c6 thoi gian 1di suy doan vé ngudi khac, khong bang quan tim ban than nhiéu hon.” Giong diéu ctia Thach Thy Thin khong biét 1 nghiém tic hay
tréu choc.

“T6?” Trong long Thé Vian hoang hdt, nhung van manh miéng n6i, “T6 tot m.”
“That khong. .. Nghe néi hién tai cau va Vién T6 Van lim cling mdt cong ty.”

C6 kinh ngac nhin chai nuréc sudi trong tay, khong biét vi sao anh ta chuyén sang dé tai khac, hon nita. . . hinh nhu 1 doi rt lau, 16t cude doi duoc co hdi
héi co.

“Um, thi sa0?”

“Khong ¢6 gi....”” Anh ta cudi khd mot tiéng, “Chi i muén nhiic nhé cau can than mdt chit.”

“Cén thin cai gi?” C6 ¢6 cam giac mau dang dong lai.

Thach Thy Than trAm niic trong chdc 1t, mi néi: “Khong c6 gi, anh ta khong phai ki ngudi d& tréu choc, thé thoi”

Anh ta dudng nhur nhan manh hai chit “thé thoi”, sau do ngap mdt cai, n6i: “Dé khuya roi, nén di ngi di, t6 ciing mudn két thic cong viée sommdt chit
dé dingn.”

“0...” Thé Van rau ri tra 10i mdt cau.

“Cubi tuan di xem phim khong?”” Giong ndi ctia anh ta bong nhién nhe nhang hoi.
“N6i vay a dinh r6i?”

“Um...”

“Ngingon.”

“Tambiét.”

Thé Van tit di dong, ném sang mdt bén, ubng miy ngum nuée img .

Khong biét tai sao, tat ca moi nguoi déu thay dbi. Tré nén khép kin, dwong nhur ¢di long mdi ngwoi déu day tm sur, mudn ndi i thoi. R6t cude 1 vi
sa0? Chuyén nay rot cudc 1a theé nao?

Bon ho déu da hai muroi chin tudi, bén ngoai thi yén on, nhung ndi tm lai khat vong dot phé, ludn cd y biu hign minh B nguoi timg trai m sanh doi,
nhung ky that so voi moi ngudi déu khat vong bao vé mot phan hon nhién. Bay 1a bon ho, trong long tran ngdp xao dong va bat an, giong nhur bon ho s&
bing n6 bat cir lic ndo, trén ngd tu duodng cia cude doi, bon ho khong tim thay phurong hudng,

C6 dimg day di vao toilet, m& voi nurde, trong voi dugc mit troi chiéu roi 1 dong nude dmép vo vao khubn mit, c6 nging dau, trong khoang thdi gian
ngan c6 khong rd minh dang & London hay 1a Thuong Hai.

Qua vai gifly, ¢0 msi ¥ thitc dugc, minh dang & Thugng Hai. Thinh phd nay timg chimg kién ¢6 trudng thanh, nhin thiy hanh phiic va niém vui ctia ¢6,
ciing nhin thay dau kho va mrde mit ctia c6. Hién gio, n6 lai nhin thay mt c6 méu thuan, hoang mang, do dy, khong biét phai lam sao.



Ngay ca ¢ ciing khong biét im gi cho ban than minh.
22
Budi sang cudi tudn, Thé Van thirc ddy sém, boi vi hom nay | ngay co di gip Tuong Bach Liét.

Tuong Bach Liét van mdi cd ubng sita, trén ban van ki quyén s vira Ién vira day duoc It sang trang mGi, anh ta viét Ién goc tréi ciia t& gidy ngdy Théng
cung voi tén ting Anh viet tit cia co.

“M6t tudn nay cd thé nao?” Tuéng Bach Liét ra sau ban lim viéc ngdi xudng, bat dau ubng sita.

«_..Ciing 6n.” Thé Vén nhin vai.

“Néu nhét dinh phai tra 101 ‘t6t’ hodc ‘khéng tot’, dép 4n cta c6 | gi?”

C6 ndm & trén gllé, nhin trin nha trude mit, chin chd noi: “Tét. .. Pugc rdi, so véi tuln trude thi d& hon rit nhiéu, cho nén t6i cam théiy nén goi la “tot.”
“Good news!” Tuong Bach Liét dat hop sita xudng, tir trén ban cam Iy mét kinh khong gong, deo Ién.

Thé Van nhin anh ta, nhin khong roi miét, cho dén khi anh ta ciing nhin co.

“Sao thé?” Anh ta hoi.

“Khong ¢6 gi... chi i cam thiy, khi anh deo kinh ¢6 gi d6 khac biét.”

Anh ta troi cuoi khé i: “Toi ciing cam thdy ¢6 ¢6 chit khac biét ddy.”

“Lan trude mét kinh ciia t6i dua di sira, cho nén e nhin c6 nhur B ‘ngiim hoa trong surong’, An ndy thi rd rang hon.” Anh ta nheo mét trong rit dep trai.
Thé Van cam thiy mt minh hoi d6, c6 bén che ddy bang cich udng sita.

“Puoc 1di,” Tudng Bach Liét ndi, “Toi nghil ching ta ¢6 thé bét dau.”

“Um...”

“Nhur vdy, tun ndy c6 con ndmmo gidng nhu Bin trude d noi khong?”

Thé Van gat dau: “C6 mot i, khong nhd 11 hom nio, 1an nay B mdt ngudi ngoai quic, toc vang mét xanh, tén 1 Linda.”

Anh ta huyt séo: “Wow, L ngudi dep sao, voc dang thé nio.”

C6 cudi Fic dau: “Toi quén roi, that sur quén roi, toi nghi d6 khong phai 14 trong diém trong gidc mo ctia to1.”

“Puge 161, anh ta ciing cudi n6i, “Lan sau khi ndim mo nhé dé y gitp t6i mot chit.”

“Hién tai t6i c6 mdt vin d&, van dé rit nho, hy vong c6 co thé tra 1i toi.”

“U'm”

“Cb c6 timg mo thdy nguoi chi ctia ¢6 khong?”

Trong d4u Thé Van hién Ién rét nhiéu doan ngfin, gidng nhur bing ghi hinh chay nhanh, khong ngimg phét ra nhing hinh anh khong lién quan dén nhau.
“C6...co.” Long ban tay c6 db day md hoi.

“Sau khi sy vi€c xdy ra?”’

“Dung vay...”

“C6 mo thiy gi?”” Anh ta bdng nhién nhin ¢6, nhin ¢6 hét sirc chiim chu, anh it diu dang ma binh tinh, gidng nhu dang an Gi tim hon dau kho ciia 6.

“Mo...gidng thé...”



“Giong thé?”

“Ciing 1a tam biét, chi 4y tam biét t6i, bao toi phéi séng that tot...”

“Co ¢6 tra 1i ¢d Ay khong?”

Anh miit Thé Vén vén nhin chiim chim én trin nha, gio ddy chuyén sang Tuong Bach Liét: “Tra 16? Toi khong. . . khong biét. ... khong nho r3...”
Anh ta nhin chdm chim guong mit cua co, mdt lat saw, 10 ra nu cuoi diu dang; “Cé mo rrﬁy an?”

“Chi c6 mdt lan.”

“Puoc 1di, quan diém cta i 13, ¢6 1§ ¢ khong ngimg mo vé& nhitng nguoi xa la, 1 vi ¢ trong tiém thirc ¢6 rat hdi han da khong tra 1o ¢o Ay, khong noi
ra 161 c6 mudn ndi véi cd ay.”

That I nhu vay sao? Thé Van khong khoi cudi kho.
“T6i cho c6 mdt dé nghi.”

“Um...”

“Néu Ian sau lai mo v& ngudi xa la, ngoai trir gitp t6i chi y voc dang, ciing mong 6 hdly néi i minh mudn néi véi di phurong
voi chi ¢6 vay. Co the chur?”

coi nhu la dang n6i

Nu cudi clia anh ta diu dang ma kién dinh, dén ndi im cho Thé Vén nhin khong duoc mi gat dau.

Lic ndy dy, khi Tuong Béch Liét n6i thoi gian chém dirt, dong hd trén turong cho thiy bon ho da trd chuyén duoe mot tiéng rudi. Thé Van suy ngh,
diéu nay cd tinh 14 diém bao c6 dan dan c6 sy chuyén bien tot dep chang?

“Ding rdi,” trurde khi di, Tudng Bach Liét ndi, “Toi mudn giao cho co mdt bai tp vé nha.”
“Lan sau néu c6 lai mo thiy nguoi xa la, hiy thir quén tén ctia ngudi d6. Puoc khong?”
Thé Van chin chd “U” mot tiéng, khong hiéu duwoc dung y ctia anh ta. Nhung néu anh ta da néi nhu vay, thir mdt chit ciing khong sao.

Chidu nay, Thé Van chéng choi dnh néing chdi chang ma luyén tip quay xe hai tiéng dong hd, khong biét ¢6 phai boi vi t6i hom d6 Hi xe ctia Tir Mic, ¢
ban dau von quen di bén trai, dan dan c6 cam giac di bén phai. Vé mit nghiém tic cuia huan luyén vién da diu xudng dudi thoi oi bire ctia nua he.

Bubi t0i von di hen Thach Thy Than di xem phim, nhung anh ta nhat thoi goi dién thoai n6i mudn doi ngay, thé |a Thé Van lai dén nha hang in trude gip
duoc Vién TS Van,

C6 van ngdi tai vi tri cli trong goc, goi i d0 an xong, anh mét bat giac w6t nhin mot vong quanh nha hang, khong co, khong c6 bat cir guong mit quen
thude ndo. C6 il it xudng, nghii ring, chic 1 khong ai mudn trd lai noi da timg cam thay khong thoai méi, cho dii thirc &n noi d6 rat ngon.

“T6i ¢6 thé ngdi day khong?”

Thé Van nging dau, kinh ngac néi khong ra 1oi.

Vién T Van ngdi xubng dbi dién 6, thao kinh rim xudng dat 1én ban, anh ra hiéu ngudi phuc vu cAmmot cai gat tan lai ddy.
“Mot phﬁn com g, camon.” Liic anh ndi “cam on”, cling khong ¢6 bao nhiéu thanh y, chi 1a mot 1o két thic lich su.

Thé Van kinh ngac nhin anh, ha mdm mudn néi i lai bi anh gianh trrde:

“Chéc 1 ¢ dén mdt minh nhi”

“Néu t6i n6i khong phai, anh s& ngdi ban khéc sao?”

Vién T6 Vén so miti, khong tra 101 vin d& nay, ma 1 binh tinh n6i: “Khong phai ¢6 da xuit ngoai u, sao lai dot nhién tré vé.”
Thé Van mip may mdi, rat khong mudn tra 16, nhung cudi cling van néi may moc: “Du sao ciing phai trg v&. ..

Anh hoi nheo miit nhin ¢6, hinh nh ¢6 tim sw, lai gidng nhu dang ngAn nguoi.

Mi éng Thé Van da goi duge bung n, co6 cAm ]éy bd d6 an, ra hiéu v6i Vién T Van, anh lap tirc lamtu thé “md7”, sau do ]éiyra mot hop thudc 14, bt
dau md hop hi hody.



C6 ding khée mt nhin chéim chi diéu thubc trong tay anh, du dinh mot khi anh cm thude hit, ¢6 s& trung ra khudn mit dimg déin noi: “Xin 183, t6i rét
dé y nguoi khac hit thude.”

Nhung mi, Vién T6 Vén chi ngim nghia hop thude, khong ndi gi ciing khong lam g
Mt lat sau, anh bdng nhién ndi: “Toi nhd ¢d con b mdt ngudi chi song sinh?”’

Thé Vén kinh ngac ngang dau, quén di moi thir vira roi vé thude 14, mi dng trong miéng khong biét ¢6 phai bi ngim trong mrdc tuong qué u khong, mii
vi hoi chua rat kho an.

“Um...” C6 qua loa Ién tiéng, cti dAu tiép tuc an dd trong dia, bén trong c6 bong cai xanh ma ¢d ghét nhét, nhung ¢d hoan toan khong dé ¥ t6i.
C6 & ¢6 c6 thé ndi chuyén vé Thé Phan voi Tudng Bach Liét, nhung khong ¢6 cach nio n6i voi bét cir ai khéc.

“Visao ¢6 luon co vé mit dé phong di voi toi vay?”” Vién T6 Vén ndi tréing ra, dong thoi nhin théing ¢6, hop thude 14 trén tay ciing dimg lai.
“Cé sao...” Co ndi theo truc gidc, khong dam nhin anh.

“C0.” Anh n6i nhu dinh dong cot.

“C6 thé I do. ... Toi c6 chimg so hi dan 6ng.” Cau tra 1oi clia ¢6 rat girong gao, nhung ni d6 1 mt ci ¢6 rat tht, boi vi ngay ca chinh ¢6 ciing bt dau
cam thdy minh [a vay.

Vién T6 Van nhin ¢6, khong n6i gi, anh bong nhién cudi ré 1én, cudi dén mitc 16 ra nép nhin noi khoe mit, cudi dén mite cdi bo vé vo tinh ban dau.
“Sao the...” Thé Van dirng nia trong tay.

“Khong ¢6 gi...” Hinh nhur anh curdi rat vui vé, vi khong mudn lim 6 ing ting, anh quay dau sang hudng khac nhung nu cudi trén it vin khong ngimg
lai.

Con nguoi ky quai!
Thé Van ctii dAu ding niia choc mi dng, trong 1dng c6 phén tirc gian.

Lic ndy, comga Vién Té; Van da goi cling dugc mang Ién, bon ho khdng noi gi nita, tu &n thitc an clia minh, tr¢' thanh mdt bita t6i trAm lang, Thé Van
1én nhin ngurdi dan 6ng doi dién, anh khdng cudi nita, dudng nét trén mat cling diu dang hon.

Khi tinh tién, nguwdi phyc vu rét tw nhién di dén bén canh Vién T6 Van, anh ciing rét tw nhién thanh toén. Thé Van vn trim mic, c0 khong dinh tré tién,
han Ia anh du kha ning moi mdt bita may chuc t&, néu voi vang chia thanh toan voi anh, nguoc lai ¢d chit chang ra gl

“Budi ti ¢6 thé moi t6i xem phim khong?”” Anh bdng nhién néi.

“r* C6 tudng ring minh nghe Am

“T6i moi ¢d an com, dit sao ¢d ciing nén biéu hién chit di.”” Vé it anh khong gidng dang ndi dia, nhung ciing khong phai that sy nghiém tiic.
“Hay t0i moi anh ngdi xe.” Thé Van cham chii nhin vio d6i mét anh, Ry tién trong vi dt Ién ban, rdi dy vé phia anh.

Vién T6 Van deo kinh rim, ddy tién tré vé: “Khong can, toi mu6n xem phim.”

Két qua, Thé Van hdm hire nhin bong ngd trong tay, bon ho van ki dén xem phim.

“Thi ndy...” Vién TS Van thao kinh rAm xubng, nhin bong ngd, “An ngon khong? Toi thure sy khong hiéu. ..”

N6i xong, anh dua vé cho nhén vién kiém tra. Thé Vén tron mit hi mdm di theo phia sau anh: nhung mé, bong ngd ndy i do anh ta mua i nhét vao
trong tay c6 co ma. ..

Phim bit dau chiéu, Thé Van khong ngo Vién T6 Van lai chon phim hoat hinh hai hude, khén gié Ion nhé trudc sau déu theo tinh tiét ctia b phim cudi
dén nga nghiéng ngd ngira. Trong bong dém, ¢6 kén nhin swon mét cta anh, anh dang cudi, cuoi dén ngde nghéch, khong phai la Vién To Van mit khong
¢0 bicu tinh.

Bdng nhién, anh hinh nhwr cam gidc duogc anh niit ctia ¢6, anh quay dau cudi ndi: “Thé ndo, khong budn cudi sao?”

Trong nhay mét mit ¢6 do hrng, nhung may ma noi nay 1 rap chiéu phim

Cb cuoi hai tiéng “ha ha” ¢6 16, xem nhu tan thanh, Vién T6 Van khong dé y dén c6 nita, anh lai nhin mén hinh I6n cuoi 16 n.



Cb hoi cong khoe miéng, that s budn curdi chinh 1 anh thi ¢6.

Khi két thiic b phim di ra thi da | mudi rui, Thé Van dem bich gidy tréng rong quing vao thing réc, ¢ quay ngudi lai, Vién T6 Van van dimg tai chd
cho ¢d, anh mét sang ngoi.

C6 hoi chin chir, bdng nhién trong long sinh ra ndi xung déng mudn xoay ngudi bd chay, nhumg cudi cling, ¢6 van ling ting gat dau di qua.
“Cén t6i dura c6 vé nha khong?” Vién T6 Van hoi.

“Khong. . khong can dau. ..” C6 tra 1oi ngiip ngimg.

Vién T Van biu mdi, 6 chit krdi biéng “Umi” mit tiéng, khong noi g nita.

C5 bdng nhién cam thiy dong tic biu mbi ctia anh rét tré con, khong gidng véi Vién T6 Vén & trong 4n turong ctia ¢6, mt 4 ma biét biu mbi? C6 nghi
nghi, nhin khong duoc cudi rd En.

“Cuoi cai gi?” Anh nghi hogc nhin c6.

“Khong ¢6 gi...” Thé Van bit chude anh quay dau sang huéng khéac, khoe miéng van con 16 ¥ cudi.

Ra khoi rap chiéu phim, Vién TS Van dit hai tay vio tii, n6i: “Trén duong trd vé can than.”

“0...” Thé Van cam thy bau khong khi nay hoi ky la, cho nén ¢6 khong dam nhin vao mit anh.

“Thé thi, tam biét.”” Anh hoi cti ddu, mudn nhin thy rd rang thir trong mt .

“Tambiét...” C6 so toi mirc lui vé sau miy budc, vAy tay rit cimg nhic, rdi xoay ngudi chay di, khong lo t6i phia d6 c6 phai 1 huréng vé nha khong,
C6 don gian chi mudn chay trdn, thoat khoi ngudi dan ong kia.

V& phén vi sao, ¢6 ciing khong biét.

Sang s6m thir hai nhiét do da 1én dén 35 do, cho nén khi Thé Vén budc vao vin phong, ¢b 4o dimg che khuét hon nira céi ¢6 c6 vé thu hit sy chi y ctia
nguoi khac.

C5 kh& cau may, mét tw nhién gii sau gay, & d6 c6 mdt mang da 16n g do, c6 khong biét khi ndo 3n bong cai xanh thi giy di tmg,
L4 Iic ndo nhi? C6 bat dic di suy doan, nhung Bm sao ciing khong nhé ra.

Carol thong béo cho c6 murdi gidr hop, nhung ¢6 ching c6 tim trang im viée, ludn cam thiy khé chiu khong biét tai sao, 1 vi lién quan dén di tmg
chang?

Muoi gio kémndm, o camquyén so di vao phong hop, vira ngAng dAu thi thiy Vién T6 Van mdt minh hi hody véi mdy chiu, tay 40 so'mi tring tily tién
xn Ién t6i khuyu tay, tréng hoi 16i théi, nhung cting rét. .. dung v6i phong cach ciia anh. C6 chi ¢6 thé ding cau ndy dé hinh dung vé anh, con mt tir
khéc d bi co ding strc virt ra sau dau.

“Khong ngd,” khudn mét anh & phia sau laptop, khong nhin thiy biéu tinh trén méit, “Ngwdi dén som, ciing chi ¢6 hai ching ta.”

Thé Van mép méay mdi, tim mdt chd it bi cht y nhét ngdi xudng, ¢6 chinh 1 “tai mét” khi sép khong & ddy, t6t nhat dimg gdy ra sw cha y.

C6 & vi ¢b khong tra 14, anh 16 d4u tir phia sau méy tinh nhin co.

Thé Van nhin anh mdt c4i, khong duogc tr nhién ma kéo ¢b 4o, ¢ 40 somi ndy d& thdy nhur vAy w, ngay ca Vién T6 Van ciing chi y toi.

Khudn mt anh lai i ra sau mdy tinh, 4m thanh hoi budn byc: “Ngdy d6 ¢6 vé mdt minh khong 6 viée gi chir.”

“Khong sa0.” C6 mo s6 ra, It sang mot t& gidy tring, viét Ién ngaty hom nay.

“C6 d6i khi,” anh dimg mbt chitt, “Con gai khong can phai biéu hién kién cuong dén vy thi tot hon. ..”

C6 nghi hoéc nhin khudén mét anh che Kkhuét boi may tinh, khong 16 vi sao anh dt nhién n6i nhu vay.

“Bai vi....”” Anh khong ndi tiép, nguyén nhan 1 do chi thur ky c6 thai ciia anh dang bé hai chdng tur lidu di vao.

Anh dimg day don ly tu lidu tir trong tay chi thur ky i diit 1n ban, c6 chit oan trach néi: “Khong phai dd néi voi chi dimg mang nhiing vét niing sao.”

Trong nhay mét Thé Van kinh ngac nhin bon ho, ddy i Vién T6 Van ma ¢6 quen biét d6 sao? Mot Vién T6 Van biét quan tam dén nguoi khac?



Chi thur ky bung to néng it kinh trén mii: “Ai bao ciu binh thirong & trong cong ty ndi tiéng hung di, khong i chiu thé chd ctia t6i, bang khong t0i da
nghi som 101, phai biet rang t6i da ba muoi lim tudi, lan trude kiém tra bac sindi huyet ap cla toi lai tang cao.”

“D6 1 boi vi chi an nhiéu lai khong van dong chir sao. .. Vién T6 Van chun mii.
“O, thing nhoc thdi tha ndy, con dam tranh luén.”
Thé Van bét giac sd sau gay, khong biét hai ngudi trudc it ai dir hon ai.

Chi thur ky chim cham xoay ngwdi, hinh nhur mdi thinh finh phéit hién mdt ngudi nhu Vién Thé Van dang ngdi, vé it hing ho ban du lp tire doi thanh
khuon miit tuoi cudi than thiet: “Co 1a?”

“Thu ky mdi ctia phé giam dée.” Vien T Van giai thich, rdi chi ngudi phu nit c6 thai ndi voi Thé Van, “Shelly.”

Thé Van cudi trir, nhung chiic hin ¢6 chit guong gao, boi vi Shelly dang quan sat ¢6 tir trén xudng dudi mot cach tuong tan,

Cac dong nghiép thoang cai nbi dubi nhau vao, ¢6 nhin dong hd trén tudng, murdi gio, Vién To Van va Shelly ban ron phan phat tur lidu, sau do cudc hop
bat dau. Vién To Van dung trude man anh may chicu lién tuc néi vé tinh hinh tiéu thy va ton kho gan day, co chang nghe vao cau nao, tu li¢u trong tay
da cd ban tiéng Anh, cho nén c6 giong nhur mot nguoi du thira, tha ho ma hudi bieng.

Vira i anh ndi gi nhi? Con gai khong can phai biéu hién kién cuong dén vay thi t5t hon, boi vi. .

Bdi visao?

Tiéng dong xung quanh tré nén khi c6 khi khong, suy nghif ctia ¢6 da bay dén that lau trude kia.

Do 1a mot bu01 chiéu mia hé oi birc trong op, thay gi40 & trén buc giang rdt cude dang giang cai gi co hoan toan khong ¢6 4n turong, bdi vi cd dang ngi,
mi it néing né Am sao ciing khong cang 1én ndi.

Bdng nhién sau lung ¢6 ngudi chot ¢6 mot cai, rat dau, vi thé ¢o ap tirc tinh tho lai, vira mudn ndi nong thi nhin thiy thiy gido dang nhin ¢6 chim chim
v6i vé nghi hodc, ¢6 voi vang ngdi thing lung, vé mit tap trung tinh than.

Thay giao tiép tuc giang bai, Thé Van king I8 véi tay ra sau hrng, xoa nhe chd bi dau. C6 ¢b y virt but xubng dat, khom hung nhét lay, nhan co hdi quay
dau nhin Vién T6 Van?

Miit anh khéng chit thay d6i nhin 1én byc gidng, hai tay budng thdng hai bén, vé mit binh tinh.

Qua vai gidy, hinh nhur B cam nhén duoc 4nh miét ctia ¢, anh quay d4u nhin ¢6, giong nhur dang hoi vi sao ¢ ngdly ngde nhin minh.

Trong nhay mét, Thé Van khong thé khing dinh, ngudi niy chura timg qua lai v6i ¢o sao lai chot sau lung ¢6 chu?

Thé I ¢6 nhit but 1én, yén king nhin buc giang, bt dau khong tap trung —— tura nhur gidr phut ndy, ¢6 cti dau, nhin chdm chim quyén so.

Bdng nhién 6 nhé téi timg c6 ngudi ndi voi co thé ndy: s truong ctia cau chinh 1 hay mét tp trung, bét cir lic ndo hay chd ndo, cho diibén canh co
ngudi cam dao chém voi nhau, cdu cling c6 theé khong coi ai ra gi ma lo dang, di€m nay thét sy khien ngudi ta rat khim phuc. . .

C6 khong khoi cudi r 1én, vira ngéng dau lai dung phai 4nh it nghi hodc ctia Vién TS Van.
C6 voi vang thu hdi nu cuoi, gia v tp trung tinh than nhin tur idu trong tay, gidng nhr budi chiéu mia hé oi bire kia ¢ trong 1op.
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Sau hém dua xe dién cudng lan trude, Thé Van van chua gip lai Tir Mic, ¢6 khong mudn di tim Tir Miic ma chd ¢6 dén tim minh. Néu Tir Mic dén
day, cd I§ chimng to rang khdng ¢ viée gi dau?

Nhung Tir M van khong t6i, Thé Van bdng nhién cam théy ¢6 don, minh ¢ di siéu thi mua chai ruou vang, chinh | nhén higu an trude Tir Mic moi
c6 udng. Ca phong chi bat mdt chiéc dén ban nhd, c6 cam ly rugu ding trude cira s6, tir tang 31 nhin xudng, moi thir trong c6 vé nhd bé.

Vi sao thiéu Ttr Mic ¢6 lai cam thiy c6 don chir, khong phai trudc ddy ¢ ciing rat co don sao?

C dén trude laptop nm trén ban, mo trang web, nhdp chudt vai c4i, mdt giong ndi quen thudc lai truyén dén:

“Khong biét vi sao tudn ny trdi qua rat nhanh, Thur Lo lai duoc gip moi ngudi, di?u} tién xin bao v6i moi nguoi mot tin tdt, hop thur riéng cua t6i 1ot cude
da duge dua vao sir dung trén trang web dai phat thanh, cac vi thinh gia luon am tham lang nghe Chuong trinh, néu c6 gi mu6n n6i voi Thur Lo, xin hay
truc tiép giri email cho t6i nhé.

Tuin nay thoi tiét tai New York rat kyla, Iuc dAu rét oi birc, nhung sau méy trin mua to tAm 2 thi nhiét do bSng nhién ha Xuéng, khépg biét noi moi
ngudi dang nghe dai dang trai qua thoi tiet nhw the nao? Toi rat hy vong ban be ¢ chau Uc dang nghe Churong trinh trén internet ¢6 thé cting chia sé voi



t6i hinh anh dp nguoi tuyét, dé cho moi nguoi ching t6i dang & Bic ban cau dudi 4nh anh ndng chéi chang cim nhan duoc sy mét mé cia bong tuyét.”

Chéu Uc sa0? Thé Van nhip mot ngum ruou, trén man hinh dign tir chinh giita méy diéu hoa hién thi nhigt do bén trong |a 20 do, d6 1a nhigt o binh
thuong vao muia he tai London. Thi ra mila ndy ciing c6 nguoi dang song trong troi bang dat tuyct day.

“Trude tién hily doc mot bure thu do mdt thinh gid guri t61, nhung t61 mudn xen vao mot cau trude, day 1a buc thu dAu tién cta thinh gid ma t61 nhan dugc
tir khi Chirong trinh phét song vao Thang 5 nim nay. Khi dao dién dua birc thur cho toi, t0i vira ngac nhién vira mimg 1o, boi vi da rét nhidu nam chira
¢ ai giri thur viét tay cho i, trén trang web van chua thiét ap hom thu dién tir cho t6i, tir hai Thang sau khi phét song, day 1 ln dau tién nhan dwoc
phan hoi cta thinh gia, vi thé trude hét Thu Lo mudn cam on vi thinh gia ky tén . .. “Van dam phong khinh’.”

Van dam phong khinh? Thé Van nhin vé phia xa xa, thip thoang c6 bong dang cta thap truyén hinh Minh Chéu Phirong Dong,

“Chdng t6i thudng ndi, t6i | mdt ngudi ¢6 tri nhd khong tot, nhung khi t6i nhan dugc bire thu ndy, t6i bdng nhién nhd t6i mdt ngudi, cho nén trude tién
t6i mudn hoi, ban ¢6 phai B “Van dam phong khinh’ da timg tro chuyén voi t6i trong Churong trinh tam biét “Duong sach thénh thang’ khong? Néu dung
vy, rat cam on ban da ubn ting ho, trong long t6i rit cam dong, ciing ¢6 rat nhiéu 161 mubdn néi véi ban, nhung chong t6i ciing s& Fing nghe Churong trinh
ndy, vi viy ban hiy 4m thim giri cho ti cach thirc lién lac v6i ban vao hom thur da dugc cong bd trén trang web nhé —— ngoai ra thuan tién giri luon
tAm anh chan dung, tot nht 14 ghi rd chidu cao can ning ciing véi ba vong camon.”

“Chi dua mot chit th6i,” Giong n6i ctia Thur Lo ém diu nhe nhang, tira nhw [an gi6 trong lanh, ‘Trong thur ban n6i, ‘Mubn keo, nhung boi vi khong ¢6
dlIO’C keo m dl thu thap glay g01 keo loai ngum lul ma cau, rot cudc la ngoc nghech hay dang glan ’, ban da cho t6i sur Ira chon kha it nhi chicod

Thé Vén ngac nhién nhin ruou trong ly, day 1 Tao Thu Lo sao? Tao Thur Lo timg n6i chuyén ém tai kia.

“Nhurng t6i lai khong the khong ndi, diéu nay ciing c6 chit dang yéu,” giong diéu ctia Thur Lo hinh nhur mang theo chit bt déc di, “Boi vi, ban ¢b chip
v6i keo nhur vay, sw ¢b chép do khién moi ngudi khdm phuc.”

“Khong phéi sao? Chiing ta déu thich keo, nhung néu khong c6 dugc keo, rét nhidu | ngudi s muon banh ngot, ca phé, qua cam, takoyaki (banh bach
tudt nuéng), van van. Boi vi khong phai ai cling thém muon keo, cling khong phai moi ngudi déucd chap voi mot thir gi d6, mdt sy viée nao dd, hoac
3. ..mdt ngudi ndo d6. Toi nghil, c6 doi khi hay thir khoan dung mdt chut, ddi xir voi nguoi khéc nhur ddi véi chinh minh.”

Thé Van khong c6 nghe dén phan sau Churong trinh ciia Thur Lo, béi vi ¢6 phat hién hinh anh phéan chiéu ctia minh trén cira kinh da roi 16 day mit.

C5 lau mrde mit lan nay i lan khéac, nhung 3m sao ciing khong lau sach. P rit iu c6 khong khoc nhur vay, cho dit & chd ciia Tudng Bach Liét ciing
khong co.

Di dong bong nhién vang Ién, c6 khong dé y toi, ‘nhung nguoi kia hinh nhur rat kién tri, ¢6 r6t cude im cho minh binh tinh trés lai, ¢6 tiép dién thoai, khong

n6ira chit “A 16, chi ling Bing cho nguoi bén dau day bén kia mo 10i trude.

Nhung nguoi kién tri kia hinh nhur biét duge gi d6, ciing yén king doi ¢, qua mot hdi liu méi ndi: “Vién. .. Thé Van?”
“Um” C6 tuong giong miii ctia minh nhit dinh rat néng,

“T6i 1 Vién T6 Van.” Giong n6i ciia anh ¢6 chit ning né.

Thé Van ndm ly di dong, diéu chinh cam xtic mdt chit, m6i noi: “Sao anh biét sb dién thoai ctia t61?”

“Bang lién lac ctia nhan vién.” Hin n6i ngéin gon.

“... Anh co chuyén gi?”

Anh khong c6 tra 161, hoi nguoc lai: “Co dang. . .khoc sao?”

“..” Miii Thé Van cay cay, nuréc mét vira mudn chay xudng, nhung c6 hit sdu vai lan, r6t cude 6n dinh lai.

“Puoc 161, anh dudng nhu hoi bbi rdi, “Thét ra t6i ¢6 hai vé xem phim, cho nén mubn héi co...”

“..”” Co khong n6i gi.

“Coi nhur i chura hoi, hay [ ¢6. . tiép tuc di.” Khong ngd Vién T Van ciing ¢6 lic nira duong bo cude.

[T 1]

“... La phimhaiu?”

Ngudi kia ban ddu khong nhan duge cau tra 1i cam thiy rat xdu hd, anh mang theo vé nghi hodc noi: “Dling vay.”



“May gidr bit dau.” Ho hip ctia ¢6 van c6 chit khong thoai méi.
“Chin gio.”

C6 néng tay nhin ddng hd, con nira tiéng nita.

“Van I chd lan trude?”

“Um” Vién T6 Van tra 1oi ngap ngimg

“Toi s& dén ding giv.” N6i xong, cd gac dién thoai.

Cb nging d4u, nhin anh phan chiéu ctia minh trén cira kinh, giéng nhur tré nén rt xa la, d6 khong phai ki Vién Thé Van ma ¢6 biét. Vién Thé Vén kia
ciing khong dé dang bang long véi nguoi khac.

BO phim hai niy rat budn cudi, boi vi tiéng cudi ctia khan gia xung quanh déu rt to, Thé Van vung trdm liéc nhin ngudi dan 6ng bén canh, suon mit ciia
anh rat nghiém tuc.

“The nao, khong budn cudi sao?” The Van cuoi hoi.
Vién To Van cuoi gugng hai tieng c6 1§, xem nhu tan thanh.

Thé Vén khong kiém ché duoc cudi 1o 1én, 1ong mi bién thanh hinh chit bat (J\) , khong phai vi by phim dang chiéu trén min hinh I, ma 1 vi ngudi dan
ong bén canh nay.

Vién T Van quay dau vé mit ngd vire nhin ¢6, giéng nhur dang hoi: chuyén gi budn cudi nhur vay?

C6 lo dénh Fic dAu, boc bong ngd bo vao trong miéng, tiép tuc nhin man hinh 16n cudi rd én.

Néu c6 thé, co hy vong mdi phit mdi gidly ctia minh déu c6 thé gitt duoc nu cudi nhu vay.

Khi b phim két thic, Thé Van di quiing hop gidy dung bong ngd, c6 xoay ngudi, Vién T VAn ngo ngac nhin ¢d, van khong nhiic nhich.
“Anh chin giita duong nhur vdy, rit dé bi ngudi ta khinh bi.” C6 nhéic nho.

Vién T6 Véan nhéch khée miéng, khong noi gi.

“Sao khong ndi chuyén.”” C6 hoi.

Vién T6 Van mit tyr nhién cao toc: “Toi tudng ring co s& khong dén day.”

“...Von Ia khong t6i, “ c6 ding mot chit, “Nhung anh da n6i i phim hai, cho nén toi nghi. . .cir dén di.”
“Nhur vy két qua, c6 c6 cam thy hai hude khong?”

“Um” C6 ¢b ging 16 ra nu cuoi sang lan.

Vién T6 Van nhin c6, dudng nhu dang suy tw. C6 nghi rang diéu anh mudn ndi, ¢6 18 s& hoi co dai loai nhu ¢6 mudn dura vé khong, nhung anh khong co,
chi la ciing co song vai roi khéi rap chiéu phim, tan b trén duong pho.

“Cb biét khong, hinh nhur Shelly rat thich c6.” Anh chot ndi khong dau khong dudi.

“O...” Thé Van ling ting, “That sao...”

“Um, hdm d6 sau khi hop xong tré vé, chi &y ni réng ‘co thur ky méi ctia phd giam ddc that s 6t hon thur ky hdi trde nhidw’.”

C6 cudi khd, minh c6 dire hanh gi ma duge ngudi khic tan thrdng chir, ¢6 chi B mdt nhan vién nhd thudng xuyén mét tap trung trong cude hop.
“Sau d6 t6i lién hoi chi dy,” anh ndi tiép, “Lam thé nio ma chi dira ra két lun nay?”

“Chi &y ding loai giong diéu hur vo mor mit n6i: ‘Bdi vi, nhitng ngurdi nhin cau hdi trude, trong dnh it ludn binh théin mang theo vé ngdng cudng, lanh
nhat lai khong mat di sy cuon hit, trong vé mét ho hitng xen lan ngai ngling, giong nhu dan xen gitta binh tinh va nhiét tinh...”.”

Thé Van bat cuoi nhin ngudi dan ong trude nﬁt, khi anh bt churée Shelly thit sw ¢ vai phﬁn twong tur, cd chura bao gioy biét Vién T6 Van luon nghiém
tlc lai c6 the binh tinh ndi duia nhur the, thit gidng nhu day mdi la anh chan thit, tinh cach bam sinh ctia anh.



“Nhur vy,” ¢6 cudi hoi, “Toi khong c6 biéu tinh giéng. . .nhiing nguoi trude d6?”
“Um,” anh ciing cudi git dau, “Toi nghi'y cta chi dy & vy.”

N6i xong, hai ngudi déu ngAm hiéu nhin khong dirge ma cudi ha ha, tira nhu hai thiéu nién mudi sau murdi bay tudi, chi cin mdt chit vui sudng i ¢ thé
thda man.

Khién cho Thé Van hoi kinh ngac 13, ngay ca yéu cau dua 6 vé Vién T6 Van ciing khong hoi, bon ho dimg tai mdt giao 16 mang theo nu cudi than nhién
ma chia tay nhau, déu tu di vé phuong hudng khac nhau.

Pén giao théng dang hién thi mau do, Thé Van dimg lai budc chan, trong phit chde nhin khong diroc quay dau lai nhin.

Hﬁn dimg tai mot phia khac ctia giao 10, bong lung miic 40 somi tréng cimg rin va rd rét, cai khong thé xda bo chinh i swr ¢6 don mi ¢ chua timg cho
rang s€ xuat hién, sy c6 don mang theo dau budn va ho hiing,

Mot 1an nita, anh dudng nhu cam nhan dwoc anh nt ciia ¢6, ciing quay du nhin vé phia co.
Nhung lic nay ddy, c6 con kip chuyén doi tam nit, king & nhin ngon dén méu do chéi mit kia, that gidng nhur ¢6 chura bao gidr quay dau lai.

T6i hom sau, Thé Van dén nha me 3n com, me ¢6 dn do mot trang theo thuong 18, gidng nhur ¢ khong phai 29 tudi, ma | mdt dira con gai 19 tudi
khong bict troi cao dat day.

C6 cudikhd git dau, néu that 1 19 tudi thi t5t biét bao.
An xong bira t6i, Thach Thy Than hen c6 di xem phim, ¢6 vén khong c6 himg thi nhung vi mubn thoét khoi me 1én voi vang dong y.

Khién cho Thé Van d& khoce c}é cuol ]é’bcf) phmnm Thach Thy Than chon chinh 14 b phim hai ma méy hom trude ¢ moi c’ilng Vién T Van di xem,
nmua béng ngd, o an tirng micng mdt, rat muon cuoi to ciing véi nhitng ngurdi xung quanh, nhirng lam sao ciing khong tim thay cam giac.

Trén duong tr vé, Thach Thy Than vui vé phén chén ban vé ndi dung cita b phim vira rdi, Thé Van bdng nhién c6 mdt loai 4o giéc, Vien To Van va
Thach Thu Than déu dang dung trude mit minh, mdt ngudi ki€u ngao binh tinh, mdt ngudi diu dang than thiét, nhung trong anh mat ctia hai ngudi déu cd
mot tia bang hoang, loai bang hoang. . .khién cho ngudi ta khong thé ly giai.

Cho dén khi sap dén nha Thé Van, Thach Thy Than m6i dot nhién kéu to: “A. .. T da quén By xe!”

hai nguoi tron it ha mom nhin d6i phuong, nhung gidly tiép theo lai cuoi to, Thé Van cudi dén khoe mét moi nhir.

Bdng nhién, Thach Thy Than ngo ngic nhin ¢d, diu dang ndi: “Té ¢6 mdt van dé uon mudn hoi cau.”

“Gi vay?” Thé Van lau Ié noi khoe niit cudi hoi.

“... Nhung t& khong biét co nén hoi hay khong,” Miic di vay, trong anh m¥it anh ta khong nhin thay vé do dur.

“Gi thé ha...” Trai tim c6 dép manh.

“Cau con nhd o da tirg guri cho cau mot buc thur khong?”” Vé nghiém tic trén mit anh ta trude nay chua tirng co.

Thé Van hrdng Iy nhiu may, khong biét nén tra 10i thé ndo.

“Chi c4u...” anh ta dirng mdt chit, dudng nhur khéng danh Iong ton thurong c6, “Vai hom. . .trude ngay chi ciu xay ra chuyén.”

C06 ngo ngac nhin anh ta, c6 chit siing so.

Mot bire thir. . .co bét gide cin mbi, ¢6 phéi i birc thur mau vang nhat khong?

“Té khong nhd;,” ¢6 khong biét biéu tinh ctia minh lic niy ra sao, ¢6 phai that sur thing thing thanh khin ma tur nhién nhur ¢6 ¢b ging mubn biéu hién ra
khong, “D6 1 rét liu hdi trude, cho nén. . .t& khong nhé. ..

Anh ta ngd ngang nhin ¢6: “A. . .quén di, ciing khong phai chuyén gi quan trong Bm. ..”

Bon ho ctr guong gao yén king nhu vay, cho dén khi Thach Thu Thin 16 ra nu cudi Am ap, anh ta v0 ba vai co: “Pulng dé y, cau lén JAudi”
6 néi khong ra 161, mdt cau ciing khong thé ndi ra, ¢b chi cb ging mim cuoi, rdi vay tay, xoay ngudi vao thang may lén lu.

C5 siét chit ndm tay, khong dam quay d4u nhin anh ta.

Thang méy “Dinh’” mt tiéng dirng tai tang lau clia c6, mo cilra phong voi tim trang khong yén, nhin thiy cin phong tdi tam, c6 khong biét tai sao mudn



khoc.

C6 cham i d6ng cira lai, nhé dnh dén 1 md ngoai cira s6 ma di dén truée ban, mé ngin kéo thir hai, tir trong mit quyen sach ctida 0 b vang c6 Ay ra
mot buee th. PO 1 mot bire thu méu vang nhat. C6 da timg doc qua, nhung sau ndy, da cit gitt & ddy rat au rdi, cho dén tdi hom nay.

Thé Van:

Té ¢ mit van dé ludn giir & trong long van chura hoi cau, chinh 1: c6 phai cau uon coi t6 a ngudi anh em khong?
Néu cau hoi to mdt cau gidng nhur vay, cdu tra 10 ciia t& 1, khong c6. Bat dau tir nam 16p 11, d& khong con nhur thé.
Cho nén xin c4u hily suy nghi nghiém ttic vé vin dé cta t6, sau dé noi cho t& biét dap an, duoc chir?

T6 van s& cho.

Thach Thy Than

Hét Chirong 2
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Chwong 3: Thang 8 - Hoang tir €éch
[ Tao Thur Lo: “Con ngudi luén mudn nhén dugce nhitng thir t5t nhét, loai ¢ chap ndy ¢6 thé néi ¢ cai 0t ciing 6 cai xau, ¢6 ngudi cho rang b
chip i mot loai duc vong, ma duc vong a t0i nghiét dimg dau trong nhén gian, nhung c6 ngudi cho ring chap niémma chét, chép niémma séng, chinh
14 ching sinh’. Toi chi muon ndi ring, néu ban than thit sy cam thiy déng gid, tht sur cho rang d6 I thir t5t nhét trong cude doi, vay thi tai sao khong thé
cb chap chir?”
Tuong Bach Liét: “Pan 6nga.. .mudn duoge phy nir dya vao, nhung cling mubn lam niing; mubn bao vé ngudi minh yéu, nhung s& cam thiy bét hrc;
muon tré nén diing cam, nhung trong long khong the vurot qua noi so hai; thich mang dén sy khoai cam trong tinh dye, lai co chap voi tinh yéu. Ban 6ng
va phu nit déu giong nhau, cling la con ngudi binh thurdng trén tinh cau ndy, cling s& cd lic yéu dudi, so hai va ¢6 don.” ]
3.1
Thé Van d& dang vurot qua phén thi quay xe, huén luyén vién da nhin ¢6 v6i cap nit khac xura, nhanh chong dén thoi gian nghi trura, ¢0 két thic phén thi
sémhon 15 phut so v&i nguoi khac. Anh nang Thang tam nong rat, khién ngudi ta cam thiy trén diu duong nhu sép bi thiéu chay, ¢6 thong tha 1& budc
chan hudng dén can tin. Néu c6 thé, 6 mudn dung murde sudi udp lanh dé tir trén xubng dudi, sau d6 lai udng mot lon bia udp lanh.

Tai chd 1& cach d6 k}qéng xa dang cd mot ch,iéc xe tap lai chay tdi, c6 con chua kip~ nhin thély 10 rang, chiée xe da dot ngot xuét hién trude miit cd, cd
hoi ngd ra, khong biét nén lam gi bay gid, nhac chan Ién sao? Hay 1 ding imtai cho?

Khi chiéc xe cach ¢ mot mét thi thay d6i phurong hudng, 16p xe ma sat dir doi voi mit dét phat ra 4m thanh chdi tai, nhung cudi cling da. . .dimg lai.
Tiéng ho ctia hudn luyén vién tir trong xe truyén toi, hoc vién ngdi & ghé 1ai ha kinh xe xudng, 16 dau ra gat dau xin 16i co.

C6 khong khoi ngdy ngan ca nguoi, do khong phai a Ly Nhiroc Ngu sao?

“T6i xin 16i. ..”” Ngdi trong can tin trurong, Ly Nhuroe Ngu nhe giong xin I0i.

“A.” Thé Van lic dau, vira guong gao an do an trong dia, “Khong c6 viée gl.”

“Thét sao?”

“U, “C6 cudindi, “Chi 1 hoi hoang so ma thoi, khong sao dau.”

Ly Nhuoce Ngu nhin ¢4, dudng nhu ¢6 chit dam chiéu, sau do cling cuoi, nhung ny cui ¢6 chit cay déng: “Thét ra ndi khong chimg, trong khoanh
khac ban ndy. . . t6i that sy muon dam vao co day...”

... Thé Van s téi mirc mo to mit.

Ly Nhuoc Ngu thu hdi ny cudi khd, mé to miit nhin: “Nhung cudi cting Iy trf ciia t6i van chién théng tinh cam.”
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> Thé Van khong biét ¢d ta noi that hay gia, c6 khong biét nén dbi nit voi ¢o ta thé ndo, minh nén trd 10i ¢6 ta ra sao. Nhung khong thé khong thira
nhan nguoi phy nit trude mét ndy diing cam hon ¢6 nhidu, cang nguyén y ddi dién voi mdt miit xAu xi hodc tan 4c trong ndi tim minh hon .

“Dimg s0,” Ly Nhuge Ngu con n6i, “Toi s& khong tht sy im viy dau, néu toi m thé, Thach Thu Thén s& giét t6i ciing khong chimg. ..”
N6ixong, ¢6 ta mo mang dim chim trong suy nghii ctia chinh minh, thit gidng nhu nhitng ngudi khac déu khong ton tai.

Thé Vén ngo ngAc nhin ¢6 ta, nghi toi Thach Thu Thén, ¢6 khong khoi phién mudn mot hoi. Diu dang nhu Thach Thy Than, ciing s& giét ngudi sao. ..
“Cb c6 thich anh 4y khong?”” Ly Nhuoc Ngu bong nhién tién dén gan, vé mit rat nghiém tiic.

“Ha?”

“Thach Thy Than. C6 c6 thich anh 4y khong?”

“_..” Thé Van kinh ngac, khong biét nén ndi céi gi cho tot.

“Khong can tra 10i toi, viéc ndy khong lién quan dén t6i, nhung ma. . . néu ¢6 x4c dinh duroc tinh cam ctia chinh minh thi nén néi sém voi anh dy.”

[T3ET]

Su diing cam trén khudn méit Ly Nhuoc Ngu lic ndy bi bao phit bi mdt Iop wu thwong nhan nhat: “May ném nay, anh &y luon king I ch doi, chos doi
vat va nhu vay, nhung van khong tir bo. C6 I8...”

cayd

“C6 &, toi yéu s chip nhit am thim cua anh 4y, cho du chi o & bén canh nhin anh dy. .. cling a mt loai hanh phc.” Khi n6i xong céu d6, trong miit ¢
ta bong nhién tran day nurdc mat, khién nguoi ta dau long,

Ra khoi trudng day Hi xe, Thé Van ngdi taxi dén théing phong khém cuia Tuéng Bach Ligt, khi co dén thi con céch gior hen 10 phit, khong c6 ai, ¢o lién
chd ¢ hanh lang. Khuon vién truong vao Thang tam déc biét im lng, anh mt troi xuyén qua hai hang cay ngb dong cao lon trén con duong chiéu vao toa
nha mau trang, loang 16 16m dom, c6 nhin c¢é chut that than.

““Toi xin 104, 01 nén két thiic s6m hon, nhung vira vao san muén di ra hoi kho chit.” Tuéng Béch Ligt mic mdt bd dong phyc d4 bong, tir cau thang di
Ién, cé ngudi d6 day mo hdi, khong tuong ximg voi hinh tirgng nha nhin chin chén ctia thudng ngay.

Thé Van cudi Fic du: “Khong sao, anh mudn di tim rira trude khong, t6i co thé cho.”

Tung Bach Liét Ky chia khéa ra md cira, thudn tay md ludn cong tac diéu hoa va dén huynh quang: “Duge, noi niy wira vin c6 mot nha tim, ngay ca
xa phong ciling chuén bi tot lam.”

Cd bat cudi nhin anh ta md voi nude rua tay, sau do ]éy hai ra hdp sira udp lanh tir ti lanh.
“Chi dia mdt chit thoi, nhung t6i that sw mudn di thay quan 4o, phién co doi & day mot at.” Néi xong, anh ta mo cira di ra ngoai.

Mic di diéu hoa da diéu chinh nhiét d6 va lwong g6 & diém cao nht, nhung bén trong van ngdt ngat dén mirc ¢6 chit khong tho ndi, Thé Van mo ra
hop sita u6p lanh ubng ung uc. Khi dong sita mat lanh tién vao da day, c6 mdt sy sang khodi té té, nhung sy vui suéng nay rét nhanh chuyén thanh ndi
daumo hd, c6 budng xudng hop sira trong tay, cudi khd mdt chit, da day khong khoe vi sao con ¢d tinh ubng nurde wép lanh chir?

Co di den trude gia sach, can than nhin mot loat tira sach ndm trén k&, phan 16n déu 1a bd sach chuyén nganh vé tim Iy hoc, ngoai nhimg quyén d6 rala
mot s tiéu thuyét, nhur B “Tram nidm c6 don”, “The Dogs of Babel”, “Ba tuéc Monte Cristo” van van, ¢4 I& vao lic khong thé nghién ctru 1 rang vé
con nguoi, thi nhan vat trong sach cling ¢ the tam thoi thay the.

Trén ban lam viéc chi c6 mot chiée dén ban cing mot 56 d ding van phong pham, sap xép rt gon gang, ¢6 khong nhin thay quyén sb that day ma
Tuong Bach Liét ding dé ghi chép lai, chi c6 & gidy nhd mau vang ghi lai mdt it cAu, nhung c6 khong xem, boi vi anh méit ctia ¢6 da bi mdt chiée khung
anh bén canh hép dan.

bo la mot chiéc khung hop kim thiéc bac, ché tao rat tinh géo, chic chin khong ré. Trong khung c6 mdt burc anh chyp ba ngudi, bon ho ngéi bén nl}au
dudi anh dén mo nhat, ngdi & gitra 1a Tuong Bach Liét, ngdi hai bén 1a hai ¢ gai khic nhau, bon ho tuoi cudi khd 4i, phia trén ban an Ia mdt ngon nén

nho nho, roi Ién mét mbi ngudi 4m ap nhur vay.

“PAy i birc dnh toi chyp mdt néim trude & Malaysia.” Tudng Bach Liét khong biét da vao khi ndo, anh ta thay mdt chiéc 4o thun va quan bién, giong
nhu 14 dang tham dy mdt bita tiéc trén bai bién.

Thé Van nhin anh ta, lai nhin Tuéng Bach Liét trong anh, that sy hoi khic v6i “bac si Tudng” trong 4n tuong ciia ¢o.

“Nhur vay duoc chir,” Tudng Bach Liét md hop sita ciing udng tng uc, sip udng xong rdi moi dimg lai lau miéng, “Néu ¢o dé y, t6i c6 thé lap tire di dbi
4o blouse tring”



C6 voi vang xua tay, anh ta nhur vAy nguoc lai khién ¢6 khong cing thing
“Mot ndm trude,” anh ta con n6i, “Mdi ngdy t6i déu an méc thé nay dé lam viée tai bo bién ddy.”
“Bd bién?” C6 trdng twong dén hinh anh ctia bién khoi, khong khéi ¢6 chit mudn dén do.

“Yeah, I’'ma Bartender, nhung ma t6i cam thdy. . .cong viéc mdi ngity cang giéng nhu dén tiép du khach cting nhau di choi ngdm canh ¢ ling du lich
hon.”

“Thé thi nhét dinh rit vui rdi.” Thé Van hAm md néi.
“Diing vdy, co thé quén hét phién ndo.”

“Vay vi sao anh t6i noi ndy...”

Tudng Bach Liét nhin cd, diu dang néi: “Boi vi t6i phat hién minh mudn kim viéc khéc, chéng han nhur bac sitamly.”

C6 bdng nhién hiéu duoc, cai ma ¢6 himmd khong phai la cong viée tai b bién quén hét phién ndo, ma 1 loai cudc sng thoai méi tir minh quyét dinh
ctia anh ta. RSt cude, 1 nguroi nhur thé ndo méi c6 thé song tur do tur tai, con phai im thé ndo moi co thé tré thanh ngwdi nhu vay?

Thé Van cti dAu, nhin birc anh, ¢ & ¢6. . .vinh vién khong thé tr6 thanh nguoi nhur vy.

“Trong d6 c6 c6 gai ma toi thich,” Tuéng Bach Liét chi birc anh trong tay ¢6, “C6 cam thiy ki nguoi nao?”

C6 cam dén truée miét, nhin k¥, chi vao co gai toc ngin bén phéi: “La ¢b Ay u?”

Tuédng Bach Liét khong tra 16, ngwoc lai day himg thi hoi: “Vi sao?”

“Khong biét. . .chi | cam thiy 6 4y rit gibng anh.”

“Nhung ngudi binh thurong khong phai déu bi hip din béi nhirng ngwdi hoan toan tréi ngroc voi ban thin sao?”
“Ding vay,” C6 dumg mdt chiit, nhin anh ta, “Nhung anh khong phai 1a nguoi binh thuong,”

Tuong Bach Liét kinh ngac bat cuoi: “Toi nghi, rdt cude t6i cd mdt chit ong tin ddi véi ‘ngudi bénh’ 1 6 day.”
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“Baivi,” Anh ta gio Ién hop sita trong tay, cung vao hdp sita ctia ¢6, “C6 bit du hiéu toi roi.”

Sau budi tdi chia tay nhau tai ngi tir dwong, da gan hai ba tuan nay Thé Vén chua gip lai Vién T6 Van, nghe n6i anh dén tong cong ty tai Anh dé dao
tao. CO mdt hom vao lic an trira, Carol ndi voi ¢d, cd gai bi Vién T6 Van vo tinh “virt bo™ da tir chire rdi, mot Théng sau s& iy chong tai nude Y xa
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C6 ngac nhién nhin Carol, nhung doi phuong van diém tinh troi cudi: “Phu nir 1 dong vat rét ky la, c6 thé chung thity mdt long d6i véi dan 6ng, nhung
néu trai tim that su chét rdi, dan ng s& gidng mdt cai tii plastic. . .rach nat d& dang bi virt ra sau dau.”

Tti plastic. . .rach nat?

Day 1a tinh tir gi vy, Thé Van cudi khd mot chit: “C6 mudn ndi | ‘4o mura’ sa0?”

Carol che miéng curdi rd 1én: “T6i xin 161, boi vi binh thudng c6 ludn tréng ¢6 vé nghiém tic, cho nén tdi nay sinh ¥ xAu méi n6i nhur vay.”
“Co ma. .. tién trién ctia ¢6 Ay ciing qué nhanh di, két hon?”

“T6i cam thdy minh 6 thé hiéu dugc 6 4y,” Trén mit Carol c6 mdt sy khon khéo khong tirong ximg v6i tudi tac ctia cd dy, “Néu khong thé iy nguoi
dan 6ng minh thich, vay thi 1y ai cling khong quan trong.”

(T3]

“Nhung mé, néi khong chimng bay gidr ¢b dy da yéu thurong nguoi chdng hién tai ctia mmh, quyét dinh n6i tam biét véi qua khir. Phai biét ring, trudc khi
tim dwoc hoang tir chan chinh, phu nit phai hon qua khong biét bao nhiéu con éch. .

Thé Van nhin ¢6 4y, bong nhién cam thiy budn cudi —— nhur vy, Vién T6 Van ciing i mot con éch trong s d6?

Budi t6i hom nay, ¢6 lai dén nha hang da timng gip Vién T6 Van hai lan, nhung cho dén khi ¢6 an xong, anh van khong xuit hién.



C6 lic dau, rdt cude minh dang chd mong céi gi?
Tinh tién xong, ¢b vira mudn dimg day, chd ngdi dbi dién bdng nhién xuit hién thém mot nguroi.

“C6 thé moi t6i an bita com khong, vira rdi ngdi xe taxi toi da ding hét tién mt trén ngudi rd1.”” Vién T6 Van niic trén ngurdi mdt chiée 4o khoac mau
den ma rat it nguoi mic trong thoi tiet Thang tm, md hdi ri ra trén tran, bén chan 1a mdt va li xach tay tht to, qua thuc [a. . .moi tir sdn bay trd ve.

«.. O, duoc.” Trén tay Thé Van vin cAm c4i vi ding dé tinh tién trude do, lic ndy c6 chit tré tay khong kip.
Vién T6 Vén goi phuc vu t6i, goi com ga va ca phé d4, sau d6 coi 4o khodc ctia minh lau md hoi.
“Miia h¢ & Anh miat lanh hon Thirgng Hai nhiéu.”” Anh n6i.

“0.... Toi cdn nhé ¢6 mot néim nhit do cao nhét Ién t6i 25 40, ban hoc cta t6i & Anh ludn noi “Nong chét mét, nong chét mét’. Nhung nguoc lai mia
dong tuong doi lanh.”

Anh liy ra hop thudc 14, xoay tron trong tay gidng lan trude, nhung khong ¢6 gat tan, giong diéu ndi chuyén lo déng: “May tuin nay cong ty c6 chuyén gi
khong?”

Thé Van v6n dinh tré 10i 1 khong 6, nhung chan chd mot chiit, ¢b van ki danh bao noi: “A thi. . .co gai lan trude dn com voi anh & ddy. . .nghe ndi sap
lay chong tai nwde Y.”

Vé mit ctia anh nhin qua c6 chiit bit ngd, song lap tic binh tinh lai ndi: “O, vy thi nén chiic mimg co dy.”

Thé Van nhin anh, khudn mit cao ngao binh tinh truée mét bong nhién bién thanh mdt con éch, nhung ma. . .Ja mdt con éch cao ngao binh tinh.
Co6 nhin khong duge cudird n.

“Cudi cai g?” Anh nheo miit, hoai nghi nhin c6.

“Khong c6 gi.”” C6 xua tay.

Anh van con nhin ¢6, mot lat sau méi néi: “Cé nhur vay. . .toi ¢ thé hiéu I, co “lat mém budc chat’ déi véi toi khong?”

C5 voi vang thu hoi nu cudi, ding stre Fic dau: “Khong phai, t6i khong 6. ..”

Anh nhin chiim chim vao mét ¢6 va mim cudi, rat it khi anh cudi nhu Vay, giéng nhu mdt cAu thidu nién céi mo.

“Cudi cai g?”

Anh lic dau, ciing gin timg tiéng gidng vay ma tra 1i c6: “Khong c6 gi.”

Thé Van bt dic di suy nghi, tinh céch tinh quéi ctia anh van khong thay doi.

Com ga dua Ién, anh n nhw hd doi, that khong gidng voi Vién TS Van ludn lanh ling kia, nhung ¢6 &, day mdi 1 anh chén chinh.

Thanh toan xong rdi khoi nha hing, bau trdi lai ndi Ién con mura phim oi 4, Vién TS Van ngang dAu nhin, n6i: “C6 da moi ti dn com, vay thi toi moi co
xem phim nhé.”

“Anh khong phai da n6i ngay ca tién an com ciing khong ¢ sa0?”” C6 khong khoi nhiu may.

“Dling vdy,” Anh dirng mot chiit, vin nhin bau troi, “Cho nén chi ¢6 thé moi co dén nha ctia t6i xem.”
Thé Van kinh ngac: “Bimg c6 tur chi trurong, t6i s& khong di dau.”

Vién T6 Van cti du nhin c6: “C6 s¢ 4?”

“Khong phéi...” C6 quay dau di chd khac khong nhin anh.

2

“Vay tai sao
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bat ctr ngudi phu nit binh thuong ndo ciing khong tlly tién dén nha mot ngudi dan 6ng.” C6 nhin khong dugce ngit 10i anh.
“Hoa ra...” Anh cong khée mi€ng, “C6 1a “phu nit binh thuong’ a.”
“Anh ¢6  gi?” C6 canh gidc nhin anh.

“Phy nit hai muroi chin tudi chua bao gidy yéu duong, tinh | ‘binh thuong’ sao?”’



“Tinh chir...” C6 tra 1i c6 chit chan chd, “Hon nita im sao anh biét t6i chura timg yéu dwong. ... lic & Anh t6i da timg quen rat nhidu ban trai...”
Anh cudi cudi, khong trén an ciing khong néi moc ¢6, chi i t6 vé binh finh n6i: “Cé khong nmudn thir nhin xem noi ¢ cia t6i thé ndo sao?”

Cai goi la “long hiéu ky s& hai chét mot con méo’ ", nhung phy nir lai throng thuong co long hiéu ky ctia chin con mo. Vi thé khi Thé Vén budc vao nha
ctia Vién T6 Van, ¢6 khong khoi lo Eing minh c6 thé bi “hai chét” hay khong,

Vién T6 Vén song trong mot toa nha chung cu kiéu cti 6 Thurong Hai, toan bg toa nha chi ¢6 nim tang, anh séng & téng,cao nhat. Nhin thiy cau thang
khong ngiing hron vong, Thé Van bat dau cam thay choang vang dau 6c, anh di ¢ phia truede lai thodi mai xach theo chiée vali to tudng, budc di nhu
bay.

“T6i sng & tAng ndim ngay can hd ndm bén tay trai, hién tai t6i c6 viée gip. .. Ién trrde nhé.” Noi xong, dd khong nhin thiy bong déng ciia anh dau.
Thé Vénngac nhién ngang dAu nhin én, trén tran ciia tAng cao nhét treo mot chiéc dén chim mau den 11 thoi phu dAy bui bam, nhitng bong dén nho o
mo sap xép phirc tap i reng, chi co bong dén thit to ¢ giita phat ra dnh sang mau cam. So véi tda nha ngiin ndp séang stia ma cd thué, noi ndy qua that
chinh 3. . .nha ma.

Cb 16t cuc di hét cau thang, di vao cén hg bén trai dang mo rong canh ctra, Vién T6 Van tir trong toilet déi dién ctra chinh di ra, vat 40 so mi von di nhét
vao trong quan ty gio day nam bén ngoai mang theo nép nhan.

“Mdi vao, khoi can thay gidy.” Anh vAy tay n6i véi ¢, ban than thi vao trong phong,
Thé Vén dimg & cira do du trong chdc 1at, cudi cing van di vio.

So véi ciu thang ¢6 vé hoi khing bé kia, trong phong lai rong riii ma sang stia, hon nira that bat ngd i cin ho nay rit sach s&, khéc voi noi & ciia dan
Ong nam trong tudng tuong cuia co.

Phong khéch rit I6n, st twong dit mdt b ghé sofa bing da rat I6n va thodi méi, di dién & tivi man hinh Ion, phong bép cling theo kiéu md rong giong
nhur trong can hd ctia ¢d, mdt ban an hinh vudng dat & goc phong, bén canh chi cé6 mit chiec ghé —— day cd phai chitg t4. .. anh doc than khong?

Phia bén kia cua phong khach ¢4 hai cira phong dong cht, c6 doan ring d6 1 phong ngi, qua nhién khong bao lau sau Vién TS Vén thay mot chiée 4o
thun va quan thé thao tir phia sau mjt canh ctra trong d6 di ra, i tién tay dong cira lai.

“Ngdi di.”” Anh chi ghé sofa mau ndu sam, roi dén phong bép mo ctra ti lanh Iuc loi bén trong,

Thé Van gat dau, di dén trude sofa don trong bo sofa chdm rdi ngdi xubng, Bén ngoai hoi néng, khong khi c6 phan ngdt ngat, c6 1& boi vi hai ba tuan nay
anh khong & nha.

“T6i quén mét trude khi di da x6a s6° moi thir hét rdi,” anh déng cira ti lanh, “Bay gior t6i di mua, s& Bp tirc quay lai, c6 mubn udng cai gi?”’
“... Tiy anh.” Trong khoanh khéc c6 khong biét nén tra 1oi anh thé nao.
Vién T6 Van git dau, vao phong cam vi tién rdi di ra ngoai.

May diéu hoa khong khi treo trén vach tdng dang phét ra tiéng kéu “vit vii”, timg dot gi6 lanh thdi trén ngudi Thé Van, ¢6 nhin khong dugce ndi da g,

voi vang dimg Ién, mang theo mdt chiit bat an bat dau quan sat k§ cang xung quanh.

Tét ca miu sic déu ki mau ti, xam, nau, den, xanh dam, tréing nga. .. nhu 1 ¢6 y t0 ra vé binh thuong, chi trir tii bat trong phong bép 1a duge son miu
do tuoi.

Trén hanh lang dai thong dén cira chinh, hai bén tudng dén rt nhiéu birc énh, ¢6 budc t6i nhin k¥, mbt s6 ngwoi trong d6 ¢ b dang twong tw voi Vien
To Van, c6 doan rang la ngurdi nha ctia anh, mot so khac ¢ I 1a ban be hodc ban hoc cii, nhung ma khdng cé bire anh nao anh chyp mdt minh.

Ctra phong ngi ciia Vién T Van bdng nhién “cach’” mot tiéng mo ra, Thé Vén so téi mitc dimg im tai chd khong dam dong ddy, noi nay ching I&. . .that

su 1a nha ma sao?

Tuy nhién ngoai trir tiéng tich tic ctia dong h6 vang lén khip moi noi thi khong nghe khong dugc 4m thanh ndo khéc, ¢6 dimg cimg ngiic trong chbc I,
16 dau nhin vao trong phong, rat t6i, chi cé mdt chiéc dén ban nhé trén ban lam viéc phat sang. C6 dung ¢ ctra, phan van c6 nén di vao hay khong,
nhung budc chan khdng tu chu duge ma bude vao.

So voi phong khach sach s& gon gang, phong ngii ctia anh la mot mo hon don, canh cira ti quan 40 dé mo, bén trong I du loai quén 4o bj treo xiéu veo,

da sb 1 4o somiva 4o vest, trén gurong, trén ghé c6 mot dong 4o thun nhén nhtim, goc phong ¢6 méy d6i tat khién ngudi ta khong dam t6i gan, trén ta
dau girong dat mot cudn tiéu thuyét trinh tham dang hot hién nay, goc trang gidy da udn cong lén.

Pay moi can phong ctia dan 6ng doc than. . .trong tudng tirong ctia co.

Trén ban rai ric miy quyén sach tiéng Nhét, trong goc cach dén ban xa nht cd mdt khung anh bi ip nguoc xudng mit ban, néu khong nhin k§ con



tudng ring d6 ciing 1 mdt quyén sach, chan do dang sau khung anh dang vénh Ién, chéic 1 vira mdi bi tp ngwoc ban ndy.
(€6 khong khoi kinh ngac nhin chéim chéim khung anh kia, tir tir di qua, viron tay mubn 1t nd lén.
“Toi da trd vé.” Giong ndi ctia Vién TS Vén bdng nhién vang Ién sau lung co.

Thé Van voi vang it tay v&, ngo ngic dimg tai chd, c6 chut khong biét lam sao: “Ctra phong ctia anh. . . bdng nhién tir md, cho nén t6i lién. .. t6i xin
16i...”

Anh nhin c6, lai nhin khung anh trén ban, khoe miéng mién cudng kéo ra mdt ny cudi: “Qua 116ng chit gi di.”
C5 voi vang ra khoi phong gidng nhur chay trdn, ngoan ngodn ngdi vao bén phia sofa ma diéu hoa khong thdi toi.

Vién T6 Vén nhin ¢6 mdt cai, ding diéu khién tir xa diéu chinh hudng gié ctia méy diéu hoa quay vao vach tudng, sau d6 dua cho ¢6 mot chai ruou c6
£a i trai ciy.

C6 cudi cam on, nhan iy iy nédp chai ra udng, van i huong vi quen thude, mang theo mdt chitt vi tio tron 1an véi anh dao, khi udng xong, khong ngoai
du doédn nuii rwou x0ng lén dau.

“C6 mudn xem phim gi?”” Anh mé mdt chai mrdc khoang dé udng,

“Gi ciing duoc. .. Liic ndy ¢ moi nhé t6i minh dén 1 ¢é “xem phint”.

“Thét sao,” Anh nhin c6, “Pai loai nhir “The Ring’, ‘The Grudge’, ‘Final Destination’, “The Texas Chainsaw Massacre’ ciing khong thanh van @& cha?”
“Ha, nhitng cai do thi khong duoc!” Co bdng nhién cam thiy, lic anh n6i gion luén gidng nhur dang dua dai.

Vién T6 Van s cam, dwong nhu daim chiéu n6i: “Nhung binh thirdng 1n dau tién t6i nha t6i xem phim céc c6 gai déu yéu cdu xem nhitng cai ndy do...”
C6 do khoe dé cudi: “Lan trude thur ky ctia anh ciing timg ndi, t6i khong giéng cc ¢d dy ma. ..

Trén khuon miit anh ban dau tran ngip sw ngd ngang rdi dan dan I ra nu cui xéo quyét, anh tryc tiép di dén truée may DVD, dit mdt chiéc dia vao
trong, an nut “Play” “Pugc 16i, the thi ching ta cé the tryc tiép xem b phim ma cac ¢d gai dén nha t6i lan thir hai yéu cau duoc xem.”

“LA... cai gi?” Co thé Thé Vén cimg nhéc, ¢ linh cam khong tt.

‘Kim Binh Mai phﬁn. .. 10 I cua tinh yéu.”” Khi Vién T Van noi i nay, c6 mot loai “quyén i hiém tlﬁy, nu cudi trén khde miéng trong ta ac 10 ra sy
diém tinh.

“_..” Thé Van mo mit to, cam thiy cac khdp ngén tay ctia minh déu cimg do, ¢6 mudn ndi lai khong thé phét ra tiéng, gidng nhur mdt con sau bi dinh vao
mang nhén that 16n.

thi

Trén man hinh tivi xuat hién biéu tuong ctia cong ty dién anh, sau d6 man hinh t6i den, tiép theo hién ra mdt con quéi vat Iong xanh tén 1 Sullivan
ra la “Monsters, Inc.”.

C6 nhu trit duoc ganh néng thd phao mdt cai, nhur 1 cudi cling duroc gidi ctru khoi mang nhén. Vién To Van ngdi trén sofa don quay mit qua chd khéc,
ding tay cam chai nurde khoang che miéng lai, cuoi dén mire khong nhin duge ma phat ra m thanh, anh hiém khi cuoi nhur vay, hoéc 14 ndi, anh & trong
ky trc ctia ¢d ngay ca tuoi cudi cling rat it.

“Bay gior toi rat mudn Ky cai lo dap anh.” Thé Van tic gin néi.

Anh van cudi, cudi dén mirc bos vai run run: “Dang vé vira 1di ciia ¢d. . . that sur rit cang thing. . .”

“D6 1 boi vi...” C6 khdng néi duoe, cam thiy ngurong nging

Anh thu hdi tiéng cudi, nhung khoe mit va khoe miéng van mang theo ¥ cudi: “Buoc 16, t6i xin 161, t6i chi 3 nhin khong duoc mudn phat huy mdt chit
tinh cach tinh quéi ctia minh mé thoi.”

Thé Van “ding” mdt c4i dimg lén, it céi chai trong tay xubng, c0 x4ch tti Ién rdi di qua mo cira chinh bude nhanh ra ngoai, tiéng budc chén ciia 6 |
loai &m thanh nang né, dai di€n cho su tirc gian, budc chan dam én cau thang cli k¥ phat ra tiéng vang “thump thump thump””.

Vién Té‘ Van ¢6 I8 ngo ngac mot ic rdi moi dimg ddy dudi theo t6i cira, nhung lic ndy ¢6 da xudng dudi lu, anh bén vin lan can ciia cau thang, hoang
hot 16 dau ra: “Nay, t6i chi dtia mdt chut thoil”

Thé Van phét I anh, ¢6 van budc nhanh xubng,

“Nay, Vién Thé Van!”



Day 1 lin dau tién anh goi tén ¢0, giong n6i anh vang vong luan quan quanh cau thang, 4m vang manh me. C6 dimg budc, trong mét mang theo sy hoang
mang, giong nhur nhé téi mot viée. Nhurng ngay sau d6 ¢6 van di ti€p, cho dén khi ra khoi khu nha kiéu cli ny.

C6 dodn réing, lic néy anh c6 thé hoi chén nin khong, hoic 1 nghi g trd dia nay da 16i thoi, co khong quay dau, tiép tuc budc di, cho dén khi ra khoi
cong chinh cuia tiéu khu 16i di trén con dudng trong day ngdé dong, mii dén khi c6 xac dinh phia sau khong cé tieng budce chan duoi theo.

Khée miéng Thé Van nhin khong dugc 16 ra mdt nu cuoi.
Ky thét c6 d6i khi, tinh cach tinh quai, khong chi c6 minh anh dau.
32

Sang som hém sau thirc ddy, Thé Van cam thiy nhirc dau, loai dau nhirc gidng nhur 1 sau khi say ruou, ching 18 1 boi vi da lu khong udng ruou tréi
cay?

C6 khong thé suy nghil thém nita, chi mudn mau chdng rira mit roi ra ngoai, ngdi ngan ngudi trén taxi.

Tai tiém ca phé dudi van phong, ¢6 mua mot cbe ca phé 16m, tuy ring cam thiy cbe ca phé trén tay hoi ning nhung vira nghi dén udng vao thi dau oc s&
tinh tao hon, c¢6 cam thdy cdc ca phé trong tay ciing khdng ning bao nhiéu.

Di dén thang may, da c6 rit nhiéu nhan vién dang doi thang méy, ¢ lo déng ngéng dau, nhin thiy nguoi dan 6ng dimg trude cira thang my —— khong
phai Vién T6 Van thi 3 ai?

Mot ngay troi nang nong nhu Vay, anh vﬁn mic quén tay va ao sormi, mang theo rmt chiéc cap rmu den, dang vé tieu chuén cua mot quan ly chuyen
nghi¢
trén tran luon Am tAm md hoi, quan 4o thi Kic ndo ciing cb nhu‘ng vét ban.

Anh miit khong biéu cam ctr nhur vy 4m thim nhin ¢, 16ng iy kh& nhudng lén.

The Van cudi khd trong ong, néu tinh thén tot thicd rit sin long iép tuc phét huy tinh cach tinh quéi ngau nhién ctia minh, nhung i phiit nay, ¢6 chi
mubn mau chéng trd lai vin phong, udng hét cde ca phé dang cam trén tay, sau d6 ndim bo trén ban khong suy nghi gi ma tréi qua ngay hom nay. Co
khong con hoi suc dauma Idmbd gidn anh.

Cb di theo phia sau Vién To Van vio trong thang may chat choi, sau d6 xoay ngudi dimg dua kg vé phia anh, thang may di kn, moi nguoi ctng cong
ty bat dau trd chuyén voi nhau. C6 nhin qua tAm guong trude nyt trong thiy Vién T6 Van dang king I& nhin minh, 4nh it giong nhur dang hoi gi d6 ——
qué nhién, chi c6 hai nguroi bon ho méi hiéu dugce biéu cam ciia nhau.

Thang may durng lai, nhitng nguoi dimg & phia sau phai vira h6 1én “Cho qua” wira dira, Thé Van nghiéng ngudi nhurong duong, lai bi nhiing nguoi dang
tuén ra day mot cdi, ¢6 lao dao dung vao nguoi Vién T6 Van. Anh theo phan xa vuron tay ra dd, coc ca phé trong tay c6 cir thé ma d6 vao trude nguc
Vién Thé Van, trén chiéc 4 40 s0 mi trang soc xanh Iap tirc hién én vét bAn miu ndu, co hoang hét ngng dAu nhin Vién T Van, trén khudn mit cao ngao
ma binh tinh kia khong biét vi sao lai hién én mdt ny cuoi.

“Toi xin 161.” C6 tho tay vao tiii xach tim kiém khén gidy, nhung tin dén khi thang may dimg & ting 30, ¢6 van khong tim dugc.

Bon ho ra khoi thang may, c6 méy dong nghiép ciing ciing nhau di ra, sau khi chao hoi lién khe kh& néi nho bo di. Thé Vén kéo ra mdt ny cuoi xin I6i:
“C6 can t6i bay gio' mua giip anh mdt cai do mdi khong?”’

Vién T6 Van khong tré 104, ma binh tinh n6i: “Bi theo 1.
Noi xong, anh di vé phia vin phong ctia minh.

C6 do du ,Véi gidy, V'fm di thep sau. So véi Thach Thu Than diu dang hodc 1a Tudng Bach Liét diu dang theo mdt cach khac, Vién T6 Van lic nao ciling
tam tinh bat dinh, khién c6 bat giac sg hii.

Vién T6 Vén bude nhanh vao van phong by mon, Shelly dang ngdi tai chd cit mong tay, nhin thiy vé‘g ban trude ngue anh, chita vira mubn dit cau hoi
thi nhin thay Thé Van trong ¢ vé khong tinh nguyén theo vao, trén tay la mdt coc ca phé ¢ 1on, vi thé chi ta nhin vai tiép tuc lam chuyén ctia minh.

Vién T Van di vao vin phong, tién tay dat chiéc cip trén chd ngdi, anh bt dau coi do vét: “Dong cira.”
Thé Van ngn ngudi, van la dong cira lai, c6 xoay ngudi kinh ngac phét hién Vién T Van da théo caravat, dang coi khuy 4o somi.
“Anh...”

Anh nhin c6 mdt cai, tiép tuc dong tac trén tay, nhanh chong céi 4o som, than trén trin trui, Am cho ¢6 khong khéi hit mdt ngum khi lanh n6i khdng ra
1.

Anh Iy mot chiéc 4o so mi tring d3 treo sin trén n¥ic 40 trong goc phong ma méic vao, khong nhin ra biéu tinh dén tot cing 14 anh dang suy nghi cai gi.



Thé Van xAu ho xoay nguoi, khong nhin anh, béi vi tiép theo anh chic chén mudn nhét vat 40 somi vao trong quan tay.
“Um. . rat vira ngudi, 6 khong cn di mua c4i moi.” Anh bong nhién noi

“... Anh bao t6i dén 1a vi diéu nay?” C6 nhiu ny, vin dang dua heng vé phia anh.

“Um.” Anh tra 16i mdt cach di nhién.

C6 bdng nhién ¢6 ndi xung dong mudn hét cde ca phé 1én nguoi anh.

“Bay gior t6i c6 thé di rdi chir?” C6 ¢6 chit khong kién nhén.

“C6 thé, nhung ma ¢6 con thiéu t6i mot bita com.”

“Nay, anh du i déy,’f Thé Van nhin khong duoc xoay ngudi, “Toi chila bat can Am d6 ca phé 1én ngudi anh, hudng hd ngiy hom qua anh con dia ac
voi o1 nhu vy, ndi the ndo ching ta cting nén hué nhau.”

Anh nhin c6, nhur 13 mudn nhin ra cai gi d6 tir trén nit c6: “Co imdd ca phé 1én nguoi t6i coi nhur 1 hué, nhung t6i khong ¢6 bao c6 dén tién, cho nén
¢d con ng t6i mit bita com.”

Thé Van mo cira ra, chun mii “Hur” mot tiéng, rdi di thing khong dé y phia sau truyén den cau “Pumg quén”. Liic di ngang qua Shelly, c6 cam thiy dbi
phuong tinh bo' ném qua anh mat nhiéu chuyén, nhu’ng ¢6 Bm b nhu khong phat hién, néu trén mét dét khong trai tm tham day va mém mai ctia Nga,

A

thi nhét dinh c6 thé nghe thiy tiéng “cc coc coc”” gidn dit clia cd dam trén san,

Hir, Vién T Van kiéu ngao déng ghét!

Hom nay vira tan ca, Thé Vén lién lao ra khoi vin phong, ding e Tir Miic lim viée & gin ddy, c6 goi dién thoai ndi don Tir Miic cling trd vé.

Ho da gan mot Théng khong giip nhau, c6 nhé Tir Mic timg ndi qua, ¢6 mdt s6 diéu ¢6 thé n6i voi ngudi xa la nhung khong ¢6 cach ndo ndi voi ngudi
than thiét nhét, méc du bay gio ¢6 ¢6 thé hiéu d6i chit y nghia ctia cau n6i d6, nhung nghi dén Tar Mic uon ubn chit phac c6 18 vi chuyén gi d6 mi budn
rau, c6 lién cam thiy lo Eing

T Mic d6i vé chiée xe ¢b nho ban diu kia, trén ghé sau xép day dung cu chup anh va di loai tap chi.

“Chiéc xe Ian trude thé ndo rdi?” Cai ddy an toan xong, Thé Van hoi.

Tir Miic xdu hd, cimg ngic cudi cuoi: “Hang Phong suyt nita giét t6.”

“Thira I xe cia Hang Phong. ..” Mac du t6i gio chua ting thdy qua ngudi do, nhung trong di?u} Thé Van da ap tire phac hoa ra hinh dnh mt phién ban
gia dan ctia Hang Tu deo kinh mat. Anh dy la anh trai ctia Hang Ty, tiu thuy@t trinh tham gia ndi tiéng hién nay —— n6i mo6i nhd, quyén sach dit trén ti
dau giuong cua Vién To Van Ia do Hang Phong viét.

Nhung ma. . .vi sao lai nghii t6i Vién T6 Van?!

C6 nhiu mi nhe nhang Fc dau, khong suy nghil nita.

“O, ngiy hom qua gip nhau, anh 4y van con trung ra b mit kho coi voi t6.” Tir Mic nhéch miéng, ¢6 phéan bét dic di

Thé Vén mim cuoi: “To rét to mo, tiéu thuyét trinh thim gia rdt cude ¢6 dang vé thé nao, s& giong nhur Sherlock Holmes miic 40 khodc di mii ngam mot
tu thubc sa0?”

Tt Mic cudi ha ha: “Khong. .. chi a nguoi binh thuong, nhung so voi ngudi binh thurong anh Ay cang chii trong chi tiét hon.”

hai ¢6 mua com hop va d6 ubng tai cira hang tién loi ddi dién khu chung cur, dinh tré vé ding 10 vi song hAm néng rdi an, mt ngay oi birc thé nay, Thé
Van chéng c6 chit khéu vi

Lic md ti lanh, ¢6 lai nhin thiy chai ruou hoa qué vi to va anh dao, trude t5i hom qua, ¢d da. .. bao 1 rdi chira ném lai hirong vi d6? Khong nhd, thét
su khong nhd. ..

Trong phiit chic, co khong khoi ngdly ngin ca ngudi, bdng nhién phat hién minh giéng nhur t6i pham b bai 16 chan tudng, 1ong ban tay di d6 md hoi.
Anh. . Jai mua thtr ndy cho c6!

Tir Miic di dén bén canh ¢6 ndi: “Mubn uéng bia ha?”’

C5 hoi ing ting Fic d4u, voi vang bo di.

Ca budi tbi, tim trang Thé Van khong 6n dinh, hop commua e dau dé lam bita t6i lic nay dang ling ling ndm trén ban an, ngay ca ming boc bén



ngoai ciing khong mé ra. Bén canh hop com I hai chai nurée da mé nép, déu chi udng mot chit, d6 1 két qua do co dang tri.

Tir ting 31 nhin xudng, nhig énh dén Ap lanh va khong trung xanh thim duong nhur ¢6 mdt dudng ngiin céch, v clng rd rang. Néu ¢6 thé, ¢d mudn
dam minh trong bong dém xanh tham, khong thé thay duoc nira.

C6 dén trudc may tinh, md trang web, bt dau nghe Chuong trinh ctia Thur Lo.

“Céc vi thinh gia, ddy | Tao Thur L) ctia dai pht thanh tiéng Trung tai New York mang dén Chuong trinh ndy cho céc ban, i rét vui duge gip lai cac
ban, ttr may tuan trude cong bd hdp thu riéng clia ti cho tdi nay, t6i chot phat hién minh c6 dugc mot wong 16n thinh gid, t6i that su, that sy, that su rat
hanh phuc!!!

Camon ‘Mau tring &map’, ‘Phi quan’, ‘Mot hai ba bon’ cling voi “Tau ngim miu vang’ da 16i rat nhé t6i, camon ‘A Gio’, ‘Cong vien trung tam’
—— la cong vién trung tdm (Central Park) tai New York v —— “Thuy tinh’ va ‘Daisy’ néi ring s& luon ¢ ung ho 61, t01 con mubn camon sir ¢ vil clia
Nhac Nhac, 1o Triéu cing voi Tiéu Man, t6i that su rit nhé moi nguoi. Boi vi thoi gian c6 han, t6i khong thé & trong Churong trinh gt 101 cam on tdi cac
ban bé da giri thu, nhung tim y ctia moi ngudi t6i déu nhin duge, ciing hy vong moi ngudi khong ché t6i phién ma tiép tuc Eing nghe 61 lai nhai trén dai
phat thanh.

Trong tiét myc ctia may ky trude, “Van dam phong khinh” timng néi vé chi1 dé keo va gidy gbi keo, anh 4y da noi thé nay: nguoi khong ¢ duoc keo lién
quay qua thu thap giay gdi keo, 16t cude 1 ngde nghéch hay 14 dang gian? Mot vi thinh gia ki tén la “Tinh cau co don’ da giri thu mudn ndi véi ‘Van dam

phong khinh’: néu keo d mit, xin hdly quén keo di, trén thé giéi ndy con c6 rat nhidu thir t5t dep, dang dé quy trong, ¢6 & keo hoan toan khong tt nhur
trong turdng tuong ctia ban, vi cai gi ma phai ¢b chap nhu vay?”

Thé Vén nheo nit, nhin dén neon xa xa dang lap lanh, gidng nhu 3 mt tAm bién rét 16n ciia thién dudng, dang du db con ngudi hudng téi cude song tot
dep. Diing vy, lam ngudi can gi qua ¢b chap.

“Khong biét ‘Vén damphong khinh’ ¢6 dang nghe Chuong trinh hay khong, t6i da truyén dat tron ven 101 néi cua “Tinh cau ¢d don’ cho ban, nhung Thur
Lo cling ¢6 Imy 101 mubn noi véi ban. Toi da timg nhin thy mdt vi du the ndy trén internet: néu dusi Jau nha ban c6 mot quén an, thirc &n khong ngon,
gi4 ca thi dat do, thai do phuc vu rét kém, hon nita hoan canh khong tt, the thi boi vi nha ban gin quén an nay cho nén mbi ngy ban déu dén d6 sao?
To6i nghii phan I6n s& khong dén, Thu Lo ' duong nhién cling viy, nhung néu nguoc lai, quan an ndy cach nha ban vai tram mét, nhung thirc an vira ngon lai

ré, thi do phyc vu ctia nhan vién cling t6t, hon nira hoan canh giong nhur nha hang nam sao cao cap, ban s€ di méy tram mét chir? Toi nghi, ngoai nhitng
ngudi rét hrdi biéng thi da s déu bang long dén ddy. Cho nén, ¢ cb chip hay khong, 1 phéi xem con ngudi, sur viée va do vat ma ban ¢b chdp c6 dang

gia hay khong.

Con ngudi uon mudn nhan duoc nhitng thir t6t nhat, loai c6 chip ndy co thé 16i la ¢4 cai 0t ciing ¢6 cai xau, €6 ngudi cho ring c6 chap 1 mot loai duc
vong, ma duc vong 14 t0i nghiét dimg dau trong nhan gian, nhung 6 nguoi cho rang chap niém s chét, chip niém ma sdng, chinh  ching sinh’. Toi chi
mudn ndi ring, néu ban than that sy cam thiy dang gia, that sur cho ring d6 [ thir tot nhat trong cude doi, vay thi tai sao khong thé cd chip chir?

Nhung ma.... Thu Lo ciing mubn 1oL, sy ‘cb chap’ do ddi voi glay goikeo’ ciing khong cong bang Khong c6 Iy do gi dé bét ctr ai trd thanh vat thay
thé ctia ngurdi khac —— 10 t6i mubn n6i chi cd vay thoi, van dé nay khong hé c6 dép 4n, chi . .. lién tuc khong ngimg suy nghi”

Thé Van thn thd nhin tia sang Jp 10e trén bau trdi, d6 | méy bay sip ha canh. Con ngudi vi sao khong thé cd chip? Boi vi cb chap rat khd cuc, nhét
loai co chap. ..hu v6 mo mit.

Di dong vang Ién, ¢ khong khoi stng so, chan chd hdi Au mdi tiép méy.

“AlB...”

“T6 con tudng rang cdu s& khong bat méy.” Giong ndi ctia Thach Thu Than luén khién nguoi ta cam thiy 4m ap.
“A, vira ndy diing lic to dira...”

“Bay gid t¢ dang & dudi nha cau, khong moi t& 1én ngdi sao?”

Thé Van do du vai gidy, noi: “Buoc, 16 ¢ ting 31.”

Tét dién thoai, ¢o sira sang qua loa cin phong, khép lai laptop, lic md cira, Thach Thy Thin da dimg bén ngoai.
“Vao di, khong can thay gidy.” C6 mim cuoi.

Trén cénh tay Thach Thy Than vét chiéc 40 vét, vira lau md hoi wira di vao: “C6 dd udng gi lanh khong?”

“Cau khong phai vi mudn ubng mt ly nude méi toi tim 6 chi,” ¢6 cudi hi hi tir trong tii lanh ly ra nudc khoang va bia, dit ¢ trén quiy bar, “Tir cau
chondi”

Thach Thy Than nhin tr4i nhin phai, cudi cting chon nurde khodng,

“Gén day t& bé bon nhidu viée, cho nén khong ranh t6i tim cau.” Anh ta ngdi Ién sofa, ubng mrdc tmg we.



Thé Van lic dAu, néi dia: “Thé ndo, cau cho 1 khong c6 cau thi t¢ séng khong ndi sao?”

Thach Thu Thin xoa ngyc: “Cau ndi vy to rat dau long, thi ra t& la mdt nhan vét nho bé nhur vay.”

“Cau c6 duoc vai dién i tdt Fim rdi, néu khong chi c6 thé im ngudi qua dudng mi thoi.”

Thach Thu Than mbé nhur cue ky gidn ddi ndi: “Déu gi hom nay t6 vira xong viée 1ién t6i tim cau, hoa ra cau B ngudi vo tim nhur viy.”
Thé Van khong khoi cudi ha ha, ¢6 van thich Thach Thy Than nhu vAy, quen v6i Thach Thy Than nhur vdy.

Anh ta nheo m¥t nhin ¢6, anh it rit sic bén, khong diu dang nhu binh thrdng,

“Sao vay?”” Co quo tay trudc mit anh ta.

Anh ta nhin vai, ubng thém ngum nude, m6i n6i: “Céu hinh nhur. . thay d6i réi.”

C6 cudi khd mot chit: “Con nguoi déu sB thay déi”

Anh ta nghi ngh, n6i: “Ciing ding.”

“Phai rdi, 1an trude t¢ gip Ly Nhuoge Ngu ¢ truong day 1ai xe.”

“A...” Anh mét anh ta nhép nhay.

“Cb 4y ciing dang hoc l4i xe, con suyt nita dung vao t& ——"

Thach Thu Thén thay ddi sic mt: “—— cau khong sao chi?”

Thé Van cudi Fic dau: “uong nhién khong c6 viée g, to chi i cam thy. ..”

“Ky that co Ay | mdt ¢d i tot.”

Khudn nit Thach Thy Thin trdm xubng, anh ta khong n6i nita, may diéu hoa thdi ra gié lanh gidng nhu mubn dong bang khong khi.
“Sao cau khong ndi gi...” Thé Van de dit nhin anh ta.

Anh ta quay dAu sang chd khac, nhin ra ngoai clra 50, bong nhién quay dAu lai nhin ¢6, nhu 1 d6i thanh nguoi khac, 4nh mét 4m ap da bién mit, thay thé
bang vé uu thong va phan nd: “Vién Thé Van, cdu muon day t& cho nguoi khac sao?”’

“,..” Co no6i khong ra 1oi.

“Ding, trén thé giéi ndy c6 rat nhidu co gai tdt, nhung cau ¢6 timg nghi t6i hay khong, dén tot ciing t& suy nghi thé ndo, trong long t& rdt cude nghi céi
g‘l?”

... C6 can moi, ndi khong ra 1oi.

T3]

“Gia khd vui im sao. ..”” Anh ta bdng nhién n6i.
6“?’?
“Vién Thé Van,” Anh ta nhin ¢4, nh thé mubn nhin rd 4nh mét va trdi tim ctia ¢6, “Cau tra 11 t6 di, gia khd vui im sao?”

[T 1]

“Nhin t& nhur vay cau thiy rat vui sao »
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khong co, “co 1t cuc nhin khong duogc noi, “That sy khong ¢6.”

“Vay tai sao...” Thach Thu Thin dung mdt chit, khong ndi tiép.



“Nhin t6 bi c4u diia gion quay vong vong cau cam thiy rat thii vi phai khong?”

“Khong co,” ¢d hét to, “Méc ké céu tin hay khong, t& khong c6! Khong cd!”

Thach Thu Thén nhin 0, nhu 12 bi b dang ctia c6 hiidoa, cé [, chinh ¢6 cling bi ban than minh hu doa.
Qua mdt hdi lau, anh ta curoi khd mdt chit: “Thé u... t6 xin 16, 16 ¢6 1&. . khong khong ché duoc cam xic.”
Noi xong, anh ta dung day di dén trude clra, nhe giong ndi: “Tam bigt.”

Sau do, anh ta bién mit, ngay ca &m thanh dong ctra cling rat nhe, néu khong phai nhin thiy chiéc 4o vét kia bo quén trén ghé sofa, Thé Van gan nhu
cho ring, moi chuyén vira rdi chi i mdt gidc mo ma thoi,
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“Nhu vy sau d6 anh ta cur thé chay trén a?” Tudng Bach Liét dat chan lén ban lam viéc, vubt camnoi.

“Céi d6 khong tinh 14 chay tr6n, 1. .. tirc gidn bo di.” Thé Vén t6 vé ban khoan.

Tudng Bach Liét nhin vai: “Néu ddi lai 1 61, t6i khéing dinh nhan co hoi niy ma n6i 13, s& khong bo di khong 16 rang nhur vay.”

Thé Van cudikhé: “A...”

Tudng Bach Liét gat dau: “Nhung c6 thét sy khong c6 cam gidc véi anh ta phai khong?”

C6 cup mit xudng, suy tur trong chdc Iat, moi néi: “Unmy, t6i timg nghii t6i thir chip nhén anh 4y, nhung na hinh nhu khong thé ndo. ..

Tudng Bach Liét bung ngon tay mot cai: “Néu toi 1a co, t6i s& nhan co hdi ndi véi anh ta.”

“T6i ciing mudn. . .nhung anh Ay da di rdi” C6 bét dic di

“C6 I, anh ta da nhin thau suy nghi ctia ¢6 moi bo di.”

“Hay nh¢ k¥, dan 6ng khdng phirc tap nhung ciing khong don gian nhu trong turong turong ctia cac ¢6.”

C6 do khoc dé cudi: “Vay thi dan ong rét cude 1 nhur thé nao?”

Tudng Bach Liét nheo mé‘g nghiém tic ndi: “Dan dng 4. . .mudn dugc phu nir dwa vao, nhung cling muon Amning; mu6n bao vé ngudi minh yéu, nhung
s& cam thy bét hyc; mudn tré nén | ding cam, nhung trong long khong thé vrot qua ndi sg hai; thich mang dén sy khodi cam trong tinh duc, lai co chip
V6i tinh yéu. Pan 6ng va phu nit déu gidng nhau, ciing i con ngudi binh thudng trén tinh cau ndy, ciing s& c¢6 lic yéu dudi, s hii va ¢ don.”

Thé Van cudi khd: “Xem ra, t6i that sw khong hiéu dan 6ng. . . khong hiéu mot chit nao.”

“Khdng sao ca, cd s gip duoc nguoi dan dng dinh ménh cuia minh, sém hay mudn ma thoi ¢6 18, c6 da gip roi.” Tudng Bach Liét twoi cudi kha
4i, d6i mit phuong tran ngp sirc hap dan im cho ngudi ta cam thiy am 4p, 1 loai am 4p khong gidng véi Thach Thy Than.

“Nguoi dan 6ng. . .dinh ménh. . .” Thé Van thi thio, nhin tran nha xuat thin.

“Dao ndy c6 con mo thiy gidc mong kia nita khong?”” Anh ta bdng nhién chuyén dé tai, tur nhién nhu vay.
“A... khong co, “ ¢b nghi nghi, “C6 1& hai tudn rdi khong ndm mo.”

“Thé w,” anh ta nhin ¢6, “Téi vin ndi cu kia, néu mo thiy thi hay thir ndi ra 11 trong long minh.”

“U»m”

“Thé thi,” anh ta dimg mot chit, “Chiing ta lai ndi dén chuyén ctia chi c6 duoc khong?”

Thé Van hit sau mdt hoi, ndi: “Puge.”

“hai nguoi tir nhd da hoc cing 16p sao?”

“Ciing mdt truong, nhung bt dau tir so trung thi khong cing 16p.”



“Lacd yu?’

“CH y72... Ciiing khong phai vy, miic dii timg nghe ba me ndi khong mubn ching t6i hoc cing mdt 16p, nhung i t6i nghif viéc chia 16p van 1 quyét dinh
cua nha trudng.”

“Tai sao ba me khong mudn hai ngudi hoc cling 16p? Toi nghi réng hdu hét cac bac cha me déu mudn con céi & chung, chiim soc t6t 1An nhav.”

Thé Van lic dau: “D6i v6i nguoi ngoai ma n6i von di da rét kho khain phén bigt cap song sinh, néu ¢ ciing mdt I6p thi s& mang dén rit nhidu phién todi
cho ngudi khac, hon nita c6 1€ ba me. .. mudn chiing t6i cé dieu gi d6 thudc ve riéng minh.”

“Piéu ciia riéng minh?”

“Tinh céch, Y twéng, nguyén tic. . .van van, néu hai ngudi luon & chung thi s& anh hudng 1an nhau, néu mdt ngudi ra quyét dinh sai Am, n6i khong chimg
nguoi kia cling s& lam nhu vay.”

“No6i thé thi, ty 1¢ tro nén tt va xéu i cao gap d6i?”

Ban dau Thé Van c6 phéan khong hiéu y tir ctia Tudng Bach Liét, ¢6 nghi mdt lic méi noi: “Coi i vy di. . .mbdi ngudi vn déu co duge hai co hdi cho
riéng minh, hién tai tr¢ thanh hai ngudi cé duoc hai co hoi y anh muon ndi 1a vy sao?”

Tuéng Bach Ligt gat dau.

“T6i khong biét ba me lo Fing thé nao, nhung t6i cam thiy hinh nhu bon ho rat mudn nubi dudng ching t6i thanh hai tinh cach khac nhau, con vi thé na
cai va to ting may lan.”

“Vay hai ¢6 nghi nhur thé ndo?”
“Chiing t6i? Tré con thi ¢6 y kién gi chtr, chi cin song vui vé mbi ngay I t5t roi”
Tudng Bach Ligt khong khoi né nu cudi: “Ciing ding. Khong hoc chung mdt 16p, ¢6 phai rt kho ¢6 ban bé chung hay khong?”

“Um, hdi so trung con c6 mot sb ban tiéu hoc chung cing 1én 16p theo, t6i cao trung thi rit i, boi vi khéc 1op, ngudi quen ciing khéc nhau, ban bé chung
ratt...”

“Bay i ¢6 con lién lac véi ban be ctia Thé Phan khong?”
C6 ha miéng mudn gi d6, nhung cudi ciing van e dau: “Hiém khi, hiu nhu khong c6.”

Tuén cudi ctng cua Thang tam, Thé Van cudi cling vurot qua cudce thi duong nho, huén luyén vién n6i, sau khi virot qua cude thi dudng 1on, ¢6 ¢6 thé
nhin dugc bang i xe. Ba goi dién ndi chiic mimg c6, mubn mua mot chiée xe Am qué tang, nhung bi ¢6 tir chéi.

C6 doikhi co (;ém théiy hai cha con rat khéch khi v&i nhau, mdi in 201 dién thoai hodc 1a gip mit, 6ng ludn khong ngtrng néi mubn tang d dac cho cd,
giong nhur 1a nmiic ng ¢6 vay. Nhung & trong long o, viéc ba me ly hon doi véi con cai ma ndi chua tirng 1 nic ng, boi vi bon ho van la ba me co, dicu
nay chua bao gi¢ thay doi.

Khi di qua tiém tién loi dudi v, ¢ tréng thiy anh nguoc ctia minh trén cira kinh ctia mdt chiée xe ndo d6 dd ¢ ven dudng —— vi sao gin day luon cam
thay ban than minh khac voi trude kia chir. La khac 6 chd nio? Ngoai hinh ur, hay 1 ndi tim. .. C6 nhin minh hién trén ctra kinh xe, ¢6 & chinh 14 anh
mit. Anh mat von am dam, lai c6 durgc mdt tia anh sang lan nita.

“Dep lim dung khong?” C6 ngudi dimg sau g 6 n6i.

“?* C0 quay dau, nhin thiy o Hang Tu, anh ta da thay doi kiéu toc. Méi toc dai phong luu phong khodng ban dau da bién mét, o thanh toc ngin tan
thoi, tdc mai hai bén dugce cat rat ngén, soi toc trén dinh dau rat dai, mdt dim téc dung thang —— nhur 1a cau thiéu nién lac quan trong phim hoat hinh.
“Y 6 n6i i xe, khong phai t¢.” Hang Tir to vé dac ¥.

«...” Trong khoang thoi gian ngfin, Thé Van con c6 chiit ngén ngo.

“Di thdi, t6 dra cau v&.” N6i xong, anh ta md cira ngdi n xe.

Thé Van ngac r@ﬂén’nhin chiée xe trude mit, thl ra chinh 14 chiéc xe viét d da bi Tir Mic tong vao dudi xe, nhung n6 da dugc stra chita hoan toém,r
khong nhin ra dau vét tirg bi tong vao. C6 ngdi Ién xe, con chura kip cai ddy an toan, Hang Tu da chay vao gara ctia khu chung cu ¢ con duong doi
dién.

“Sur tir ndi cau dang thi bang li xe.”

“Um, néu thuan loi thi mjt Thang sau co thé léy b?mg laixe.”



“Nhung t6 van cho ring phu nir tot nhat dimg lai xe.”

“Visao?”

“Bai vi ki thudt qua kém”” Anh ta n6i nhu dinh dong cot.

Thé Van bt cudi nhin mdt bén miit clia Hang T, anh ta ludn ¢6 khé néing biéu dat quan diém ctia minh m khong can dén do, cho dir ¢6 dac t0i véi
ngudi khac hay khong, cling khong mang dén ligu quan diém nay c6 duge ngudi khac chap nhan hay khong, diéu anh ta mu6n lam chi I n6i ra y kién cia
minh hon nita anh ta lAm dugc. Co6 phai nhitng ngudi giong nhu anh ta, ngurge lai s& vui vé hon chang?

“Ciing 6 ngudi c6 k thuat tot chir.”” Co noi.

Hang T lic dau: “K§ thuat t6t cang khién nguoi ta lo Eing hon.”

“Chéng han nhu Tar Mic?” C6 nhin anh ta, mu6n nhin ra gi d6 trén khudn nit anh tudn kia.

“O khong, ¢ dy van thudc loai k thuat kém.”” Khi anh ta cudi rd 1én, van nhur 1 mot cau thiéu nién.

“Tai sao & trong miéng cau c¢d 4y ching c6 wu diémnio ca?” Thé Van giir chit ndm tay, boi vi Hang Ty dang ding toc d6 40knvh ma quay xe.

“C6 chir, uru diém 16n nhit ctia c6 4y chinh 1 cho di t6 n6i khuyét diém cia ¢6 Ay ra sao, ¢6 Ay ciing khong bao gidr hé ring s0 véi phy nit dong

mot ti dd kéu la “Em tSt nhur vay, vi sao anh khong can ent’, ddy xem nhu i vru diém I6n nhét di.” Hang Tir nhn phanh, d6i sang can P, kéo théng tay,
dong tac lien mach hru loat.

“VAy tai sao cau khong cin ¢b 4y?” C6 cudi nhur khong curdi.
“Huh?”” Hang Ty trdm nit, 4nh mét nhip nhay, ban tay von mudn mo cira xe cimg do trén tay nim cira.
“Pdi voi nhirng ngudi phy nir dong mdt ti da kéu la “Em tSt nhur vy, vi sao anh khong can em?’ —— cu tré 10 thé n30?” C6 chdp mit.

Anh ta t6 vé dé khoc dé cudi sau khi bi diit vao tinh thé: “Phy nit khong phai cir “tdt” i ¢6 ngudi mudn, hon nita ciing chi ¢ bon ho nghi ring minh 5t
mi thoi.”

Anh ta xubng xe, md cop xe Iy d6 dac. Thé Vén ciing budc xudng, bén canh 1 chd dau xe ctia Tir Mic van bo trong,
“Té nghil nhitng ¢6 gAi kia gip phéi cau nhét dinh cam thiy rat nhirc du nhi.”

“Diing vdy,” Hang Tu ldy ra mdt hop gidy om trude ngwe, dong cira xe rdi khoa lai, “Nhung ky la 1, cac 6 Ay hinh nhu rét thich loai dan 6ng khién bon
ho nhire dau.”

Thé Vén nhin nut, thang may von ding & ting ngam thir hai phét ra tiéng “Dinh” trong tréo, chim rii mo cira ra.
“Cau that su rat tur tin,” C6 cudi khd mot chitt, “Vay cu c6 tirng gip nguoi phu ni Kkhién ciu mat tu tin chura?”

C6 dnnit “317 va “32”, xoay ngudi, c6 chiit bat ngd phat hién Hang Ty dang cudi khd, duong nhur tai khoanh khic do, ddy mit anh ta hién lén mot
chitt bét déc di

“Cé chu.. .cling phai co

Y16 1 thinh thoang ”
“Chinh Ia cai goi 1a “Vo quyt day c6 mong tay nhon’?”

“Um...” Hang Ty nhéch khée miéng,

“La ngudi nhu thé ndo?” C6 khoanh tay, bdng nhién rit ¢ himg thi.

“Loai nguoi. ..” Hang Ty mim mo6i, nhu dang hinh dung trong dAu, “Chinh 13 loai phu nit c6 déng ngudi quyén i, khuon mét lubn tuoi cudi, rét thong
minh rat ¢6 dau dc, lai rat biét an noi.”

Déng ngudi quyén ril, khudn it luon tuoi cudi, rét thong minh rat co dau 6c, lai rat biét an n6i. .. Thé thi I loai ngudi hoan toan trai nguoc vai Tir Mic
u?

Thé Van khong khoi hoai nghi nhin Hang Ty, nhung anh ta van tuoi cudi kha 4i, nhu | khong c6 chit so hé. C6 1§ gidng nhur Tuong Bach Liét n6i, dan
ong khong phire tap nhung cling khong don gian nhur trong turdng tuong ctia cd.

Thé Van vé nha, mo ti lanh phét hién chi con lai mdt chai nuée khodng, vi thé co ¢ quiy bar viét én gidy ghi chit: mua nude. Sau d6 ngdi trén sofa uong
nude, ¢d van khong thay doi duoc tat xau. . .viéc khdng quan trong thi s€ khong lam ngay.

Co bang nhién nglﬁdén Thach Thu Thén, nglﬁdén 14 thur kia, néu minh ¢ thé n6i sémmdt chit. . . thé thi dau khd va phién ndo cua cau éy s& it di mot



chit hay khong?

C6 ngira dau udng mrdc khoang, gidng nhur ubng ruou giai sdu vay, dudng nhu thir chay vao da day khong phai nurde, ma 1 ruou.

Di dong bdng nhién vang 1én, Thé Van nhan méy, 1 giong néi trdm thip ctia mot ngurdi dan 6ng: “Con nhé dudng dén nha t6i khong?”
Cb do du vai gidy, m6i noi: ... Vién T6 Van?”

“U, mau dén nha 61, ngdi taxi dén nhé, rat khin cAp.” Giong ndi ctia anh nghe ¢6 vé rat nghiém trong.

“Chuyén gi?”” C6 khong khoi khan trurong,

“Tém lai mau t6i day, bay gio t6i s€ giri dia chi qua di ddng ctia ¢d.”

Noi xong, anh lién gac miy, qua vai gidy qua nhién c6 mot dia chi giri qua. C6 ngo ngéc nhin méan hinh, trong khoang thoi gian ngin khong biét nén am
thé nao moai tot, c6 nodi voi chinh minh dirng gip anh nita, nhung anh n6i nghiém tic nhu vy, ¢ do du, nhu thé d6 1a mot quyet dinh rat khé khan.
Cudi cling, ¢6 van xach tiii chay ra ngoai.

Lan thir hai di vao khu chung cur cii k§ ctia Vién T Van, nhin tir xa chi co dén sang & tang mot va tang bon, Thé Van dimg & dudi lau, hit sdu mot hoi,
dimay budc qua d6. Trén dén chim mau den, nhirng bong dén mau camnho nho chiéu xuong, ctra phong bén trai tang ném chi khép ho;, dén gin hon
moi phat hién d& md ra hon phin nira, trén tam tham tai ctra dat mot d6i doi dép di trong nha, kiéu dang twong ty nhung mau sac khac nhav, giong nhu
dang hoan nghénh ¢6 toi noi.

C6 kéo bude chan ¢6 chitt niing né, th hon hén, ddy cira phong ra. Vién T6 Van dang tir phong ngi di ra, nhin thy ¢6 anh fién gio tay chao: “Tdi rdi,
vao ngdi di.”

Thé Vén cti dau nhin d6i dép bén chén, khong biét co nén thay hay khong. Néu thay ¢6 y I phai lam khach, nhung c6 chi mu6n dén xem anh rét cude
¢6 chuyén gi “khén cap”, ¢ khong dinh & Jau, nhung néu khong thay. . . ¢6 & khong lich sy cho Finmi?

“Vao di,” anh mic 4o thun va quin thé thao 1in trude, “Khong muén thay thi dung thay.”

“0...” C6 ngo ngac gat dau, di vio.

C5 nhin quanh bdn phia, thiy rang so v6i lan trude t6i nha anh —— that sy ching c6 chit thay doi.

“Chuyén khan c4p anh n6i trong dién thoai. . .” c6 vO ngure, ¢6 I8 vi da lu rdi khong chay nhanh nhu vay nén da thé gip dit doi.
Anh nhin ¢b, hoi nhiu may: “C6 khong sao chi, mubn ubng mrde trude khong?”?

Co K dau.

Vién T6 Van ly ra mt ly kem gidly trong i1 lanh dt trén ban an: “Chuyén khan cap chinh 1, t0 lanh hong rdi, ¢6 rat nhidu kem néu khong an s bj chay
hét.”

Anh n6i qua quyet dwong nhién nhur vAy, cho nén Thé Van c6 chit hoai nghi ¢6 phai minh dang 1ndm mo hay khong 16t cude da khong con mo

thiy gidc mdng vé ngudi xa la kia? Nhung mé nguoc lai, ¢ tinh nguyén van dim chim trong gidc mo do. .

“An di.” Tir trong t0 bat anh iy ra mot chiéc thia bac, dit trén ly kem

Thé Van cin moi, trong nhay mét tirc gian bing phat. Nhung ¢6 khong n6i g, chi i xoay nguoi bo di.

Canh tay ¢d p tte bi nguoi khac giir chit, ¢6 quay dau lai, phat hién anh dang nhin ¢ chiim chim

“Lai mudn choi trd d6 sao?” Giong diéu ctia anh mang theo chiit tréu choc.

o

“Gia vor tire gian.” Anh cti dAu nhin 4nh it co.

Thé Van biu mdi, diing strc ving vay vai c4i, lai phat hién hoan toan khong thoat duoc: “Lan nay khong phai gia vo!”

“Vay t0i cang khong thé cho co di roi.” Vién To Van mdt tay kéo ¢d khoi canh cira, ding tay kia déng cira lai, sau d6 kéo ¢d ngdi vao ban an hinh
vuong trong goc phong bép.

Cb gian ddi quay dau di chd khac khong nhin anh, 16ng miy hoan toan dinh vio nhau.

“C6 ai ndi voi ¢b rang dang vé tirc gidn ctia ¢d gidng nhur cop me hay khong?”” Anh bt chéo chan, lung dua vio tudng, ném chit tay ¢ khong budng,



“Khong cd.” Co may moc tra oi.

“An di,” anh nhin ly gidy trude mit, “Ngon Bm, khong lira c6 dau.”

“T6i khong mudn.” C6 van khong nhin anh.

Anh khong néi gi, ding tay kia m miéng che trén ly gidy, mic mot thia kem da bét dau tan chay dua dén bén miéng co.
Cb stmg st liéc xéo nhin anh, khong hiéu vi sao anh muén Bm nhur vay.

Vién T6 Van 16 ra nu cudi: “Ty 6 an. . Jhay 2 mudn t6i ddt cho ¢6?”

C nguong nging xdu hd cup mét xudng, khong tinh nguyén néi: “Toi tw an. ..

Anh lai mim cudi, budng tay ¢6 ra, Bm mdt tur thé moi

C6 xoa nhe canh tay vira rdi b anh ném, sau d6 do du nhén iy chiéc thia trong tay anh, dua dén bén miéng, Cho di kem d bt dau tan, nhung mii vi
quen thudc cua stra hoa lan védi ca cao thoang cai da truyen t6i moi mdt vi gide trén dau ludi cta co.

C6 ctr thé an tir tir, anh khoanh tay mét khong biéu cam ngdi d6, khong nhin ¢6, 4nh niit binh tinh dudng nhur dang nhin chim chi vao khong khi.

Cbd bong nhién nhé t6i mjt budi chidu ctia it nhiéu ndm trude, bon ho cling ngé)i nhu vy, trén 4o thun ctia anh luu lai vét ban bdi tran béng vira 1O1.
Nay, an ngon lam, anh ndi, khong Itra em dau.

Canh twong d6 cach bay giy da bao nhiéu nam rdi? C6 lo déng liém kem trén thia, khong nhd 1. . . Murdi nam? Mudi mt nam? Mudi hai ndm?
Thoi gian king I& tr6i qua nhur viy, c6 mdt ngay bdng nhién nhd lai, phét hién chinh minh cach thir gi 6 qua xa, tham chi da n¥t di tir lau.
C6 trdm nic dn xong miéng kem cubi cing, dit ly gidy va thia trén ban, nhe giong ndi: “T6i dn xong rdi, cam on.”

hai it anh v6n nhin chém chéim khong khi lién chuyén sang nhin 6, anh khong néi g, 4nh mit kia thurdng throng mang theo mot chit lanh ling va u
budn gid phit ndy lai ham chira y cuoi, 1am cho c6 khong tu chii duge ma sg hai

Bon ho cir nhur vy nhin nhau, cho dén khi anh dot nhién tién dén trude mit ¢6, viron déu ludi liém khoe miéng cia.
Noi d6 con dinh vét kem.

Thé Van ngo ngic vai gidy, tiép theo co gidng nhur bi dién giat ma nhay dung 1én, cai ghé bj co dy ngd trén mit dét, ¢o lio dao mot chit, thiéu chut nira
truot chan.

“Anh...” Pau 6c ¢ trong rdng, chi vao khuon mit khong biéu cam lai mang theo mdt chiit diu ding khé hiéu ctia anh noi, “Toi ghét anh!”
N6i xong, c6 cam tii xach xong ra ngoai.

C6 chay dén con duong trdng du loai cay ngd dong cao I6n, di trén duong khong c6 muc dich. C6 da chay sudt dém, ngay ca chinh ¢6 ciing khong biét
thé nao, dén tdt cling, tat ca Ia vi sao chang I& 13 boi sy ¢o chap budn cuoi kia u?

Khi Thé Van vé nha, c6 da kiét sirc, dong ho trén tudng chi vao s6 murdi hai. C6 déng cira lai, ngd trén giwong, sau d6 ngi thiép di.
Téi nay c6 lai nim mo, mo thdy Thé Phan. Nhung ¢ khong ndi gi voi Thé Phan, ngay ca mdt cu “tam biét” don gian ciing khong 6.

Sang s6m ngay hom sau, Thé Van ngin ngo dén cong ty, ca budi sang déu ru ri khong vui, giira trua Carol dén théng béo cho ¢6 mdt gioy ¢ cude hop,
6 chan cho hoi: “Mé cude hop gi vay?”

“Hinh nhur 14 ndi b phong hanh chinh nhén syr.”

“A...” Thé thi tén kia chéc 1a khong tham dur.

“Sao lai pho phac thé?” Carol bong nhién dura mit dén gan, ¢6 so t6i mirc hit mot ngum khi lanh.
“Khong. .. khdng c6 gi.”

“Vui Ién di, ndi khong chimg sip c6 chuyén tot xay ra.”

“Chuyén t6t?” C6 nhin khudn mit tuoi cudi thin bi ctia Carol, cam tlﬁy 6 chit bét an.

Qué nhién, budi trnra di vao phong hop, c6 nhin thiy mot ngudi ngdi & gitta mdt thom dong nghiép nit ciia phong nhan sur, khong phéi Vién T6 Van thi 1



ai?

Anh nhin ¢6 mt céi, van ki khuon mét khong biéu cam trude sau nhur mot.

Sau khi cudc hop bét dAu, phan 16n ndi dung 1 v& ndi bo phong nhén s, ngay lic Thé Van dang nghi hoiic vi sao anh lai t6i dy, quan Iy phong nhén sw
bong nhién noi: “Mit khac, boi vi Shelly dang cho sinh, ¢6 ay s& nghi phép tir hom nay tré di, boi vi chi la nghi phép tam thoi, cho nén sau khi tong hop
lai tat ca y kién ching t0i d ra quyét dinh, trong thoi gian nay, Vién Thé Vén tam thoi nhan chirc vu ctia Shelly.”

“T6i?....” C6 kinh ngac nhin quéan Iy nhén sy, cu n6i kia d6i voi co nhur 1 sim sét giita troi quang,

“Phai, boi vi thir sau tuan trudc Shelly bong nhién dua don xin nghi phép, cho nén chua kip bao cho c6 biét, nhung ma chiing toi da thong bao voi sép
cia cd, dng Ay nghi rang phan I6n thdi gian 6ng 4y ciing khong & cong ty, cho nén viéc moi cd tam thoi kiém hai chire vu ciing khong thanh van dé.”

“_..”” C6 khong khoi nhin qua Vién T6 Van, khudn mit anh van khong chit thay doi, gidng nhur chuyén do khong lién quan téi anh,
Nhung vi sao, ¢6 cir cam thiy khoe miéng h hing ctia anh. . .c6 mdt y cudi déng ghét?

Hét Chirong 3
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Chwong 4: Thang 9 - Co 1€ 1a tro dua dai

[Vién "[hé Van: “Trong miy nim qua t6i déu Bm nhur vay, hen nguoi khac di dao phd, an com, udng rrou, trong nha s& khong ai nhic toi ngdy nay, néu
may niin, ¢6 thé ngi ca ngay, khi thire day thi da 1 ngay hom sau. Toi dbi minh chura bao gior trai qua ngy nay, ddi ban than mdt ndm chi co 364 ngay.
Nhung khong biét tai sao, vira rdi toi bong nhién ¥ thirc duroc, dit co gia vor nhur thé ndo di ching nira, diéu ma i so' hii luon & trong long t6i.”

Tudng Bach Ligt: “Toi nghi, ¢6 & mdi ngudi ching ta khong hé biét ngay tir dau minh muén gi, nhung it nhat chiing ta s& khong ngimg dat tay 1én nguc tur
hoi, qua trinh ndy thét ra khong thé n6i 1 “Pau khd” —— hoan toan khong phai. Nhung c6 mot ngdy...co thé c6 mdt ngaty ndo do khi toi quay dau lai
nhin chinh minh ctia trude kia, s€ kinh ngac khlthaybanthanda danh rét nhleuth(nglande lam mdt s6 viéc ma hién tai xemra 1a hoan toan vo nghiia,
nhung t61 khong hé cam thay hoi han, tuyét doi khdng cé, béi vi néu khdng c6 ban than trong qua khir, thi s& khong cd ban than ctia hién tai, cling s&
khong ¢ ban thin cua tirong lai.”]

4.1

“N6i nhur vdy........” Tir Miic nghiéng du, vé mit chit phac nhur cii, “Vién T6 Van tr6 thanh cAp trén ctia ciu a?”

...... » Thé Vén cin ring, n6i khong ra 1oi.

“Vay thi phién phirc rdi.......” Tir Mic th dai.

"Ihé: Van nhm Iy rurgu trong tay, tdm tinh buc bi vo cd, ngay ca Tir Mac 1a ngudi chdm chap cling hiéu duge sy tinh phién phtrc, vay thit la.. ... .rht
phién todi roi.

“Thé thi...” Am thanh chit phac ndi tiép, “Sau nay danh mat chuoc chi co thé chia cdu va anh ta & clng mot to...... Noi cach khac, cau s& khong tién
ép baictia anhta...... du sao ciing Ia cap trén.”

“.....”” Thira, chinh i gap phién phtrc khi danh mat chuo. ...

C6 cam chai rurou trén ban Fic loan xa, sau d6 udng img we, méi ubng dugc miy ngum thi da bi ngudi khac tim Ky canh tay.
“Ubng it mot chit. ... Lan nay khong phai 1a ruou do cong ty tang, 1 t& t mua.” Tir Miic to vé nghiém tic.

o Thi Tir Méc, cau tha cho t¢ di.”” C6 than van.

“Tai sao hai ciu ic ndo ciing mudn nhamvao Vién T6 Van thé,” Hang Ty tir phong bép ctia Tir Miic di t6i, anh ta cAm mdt ly ruru trong tay cling voi
mot khay nure d4, “Té cam thiy cau ta c6 xAu dau.”

“T6 khong ¢6 nhdm vao anh ta. ... ” Trén khudn mét nho nhin chit phac c6 mot doi miét chit phac.

“T6 ciing khong 6. .....” Thé Van voi vang hia theo.
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Hang Tu d6 hét d4 vao trong thing inox, anh ta nhuréng may nhin hai c6, bong nhién Fic du: “Ban finh dimg dau ctia phy nit chinh 1 “vit chét con manh

nmiéng’.

“Nhung Vién Té Van con nguoindy. . ... that sy thire rat xAu xa. .....” Thé Van n6i thAm, nhé t&i canh tuong anh tién déngﬁn, vuron dau ludi iém ¢o, co
khdng khoi ring minh mdt cai.

Lac léy]aitinhtlﬁn, Tir Miéc va Hang Ty cimgcémlyru(yunhincé cham ch, ¢6 cudi tuoi, [am bg nhu khong ¢ viée gitiép tuc uéngnrou

C6 1& boi vi uong nhiéu qua, sang som hom sau khi Thé Van mé mit, chiée dong ho béo thirc trén ti dau girong king king néim do, kim dong ho chi vi rf
s0 “8”, ¢6 cO gang md to hai mat, kim phut that dai ttr mo hd trd nén 10 rang, c6 khong thé tin vao hai mét ctia minh n6 that sy dang chi “45” sao?

Vi thé thit hai nay, Jan dAu tién Thé Van dén mudn, hon nita that sy rit mudn, khoang chirng bdn muroi pht.

C5 ué 0ai budc vao vin phong, vira ngdi xubng i tri ctia minh, ¢6 bong nhién nhé tdi gl d6 1ién bat ddy: c6 phai c6 nén xuét hién tai chiéc ban ndm bén
ngoai van phong ctia Vién T6 Van hay khong?!

C6 voi vang lao di, tir rat xa da trong thay Vién T6 Van lanh nhat dtmg trude cira vin phong, hinh nhu dang tirc gian vi chuyén gi do.

Vicai gi chr? S& khong phai la vico chu.....

“Emdén mudn. .....” DO néng ciia Thang chin khong c6 giam bét, anh van miic 4o so' mi quin tdy, khoanh tay trurde nguc.

“A, ti xin 161.”” Thé Van ci dau di dén chd ngdi xudng,

“Muoi gio hop, 61 da giri thong béo hét roi, tai liGu can sao chép & trong bia hd so mau vang ndm trén ban em in ra’r(k)i bam lai thanh muroi ph?n} Trude
nmuroi phiit phai dén phong hop dicu chinh may chi¢u, PPT & trong may tinh ctia t6i, em cam qua d6 udn.”” Anh ndi rat nhanh, sau khi ndi xong bat giac
biu moi.

“O.” Lam thur ky ctia anh cling that VAt va, ¢o bdng nhién c6 mdt ndi xung dong xin modt cai bit ghi Am, thu lai toan b 1i can dan ciia anh. Nhung na,
céi biu moi kia co y gi day. ..

Vién T Van xoay ngudi trd vé vin phong, sau d6 quay nguroc tré lai ném méy i ca phé hoa tan 1én ban co.

“y’ C6 khong hiéu, chép chdp mit.

“MEit em nhin qua giéng nhur i 8 gior 45 moi thire ddy.” N6i xong, anh trd vé, rét cude khong di ra nita.

“.....” Thé Van nhe nhang hit mjt hoi séu, ¢6 s mét minh, trén nt tht sy c6 khic “To6i 8 gidy 45 moi thirc day” sao.

Khong thé nao!

Vithé, ca budi sang, ¢d bi van dé nay quay nhidu, ludn bat gidc nhin vao moi vat o thé phan chiéu dé xem xét myit minh, nh [ birc tuong bang kinh,
mit ban lau chili sing choang, trén mt twong d4 cam thach khic hoa van. . .van van. Nhung trén khudn niit 29 tudi ndy, ngoai trir d6i niit thAm quing
va vé mét moi thi khong nhin ra duoc gi khac.

Mot chong tai liéu ném “phich’” trude mit cd, ¢d dang that thin lién giat minh mo to mét.

“Cudc hop da két thiic r6i.”” Am thanh lanh nhu bang ctia Vién TS Van vang lén.

Anh dang thu don du loai ddy dién ctia méy chiéu, ¢6 1& bi vi hoi lanh trong phong hop khong du, cd tay 4o so'mi ctia anh da xén én, 1§ ra mdt doan
céanh tay ngam den vi phoi nang, nhung ky Ia 1a, khuon mét anh khong c6 den nhur vdy. ..

“Em that 13 biét mét tap trung, t6i rat nghi ngd khi ti n6i dén kho hang m6i xy dung tai Thai Lan thi em da bat dAu di vao cdi tién r6i.”

Thé Van bt gidc tim toi ndi dung ctia cude hop ban nily —— hinh nhur that sur bi anh n6i tring roi.

s

51 ‘ban finh” bat ctr Ilic nao tai dau déu co thé thoai mai ciia em.”

Thé Van md miéng mudn ndi gi d6, nhung anh da cam tai libu xoay ngudi roi khoi.

Neudi khong biét nén bat dic di hay 1 kham phyc 1 c6 moi ding d6i voi tinh cach xdu xa ¢6 thé bit dau bt cir e ndo tai d4u cta anh!
Gios tan s6, Vién T Van ding lte di roi, Thé Van voi vang thu don do dac chudn bj rdi khoi, mdi dimg n thi dién thoai trén ban vang Ién. Tiéng chudng
kia duodng nhu da duge dat riéng, don dap ma vang ddi, dong nghi€p con chura di khong khoéi liéc niit nhin c6.



C6 chin cho bt méy, dau dy bén kia 1 am thanh ctia Vién T6 Van: “Téi da dat chd roi.”

«. .Ha?” C6 thAm nghi, anh khong phai goi nhdm sb rdi chir.

“Em con ng t6i mot bira com.” Giong n6i ctia anh diém tinh ma tran ngap y dia cot.

“P6 I tir anh n6i, toi chura timg dong y.” N6i xong, ¢d dinh cip mdy.

“Vay hém nay em & lai ting ca di, t6i c6 rat nhidu tai libu can danh may.” Su uy hiép ctia anh nghe ra don gian nhur vdy.

“_..” C6 khong néi 1 ndo, khe khang nghién ring

“Toi dat chd lic bay gio, em dén trude di ¢chd ¢ii.” Anh néi tinh bo sau khi dat duoc muc dich.
Thé Vén diit manh dién thoai Xuéng, ai chd cii v6i anh!

C6 deo ti xach, ciing dong nghiép dang lan hrot tan tﬁrp vao thang méy xudng lau, sau khi tam biét nhau, ¢ queo vao con duong nhd ding sau cao dc
van phong, di doc theo con dudng nay hai nuroi phiit, roi di dén ngdl ba ¢ phia nam, tir xa trong thay mdt bang hiéu mau vang.

D6 chinh 1 bang hiéu ctia “chd cii” theo nhur 101 Vién T6 Van.

Liic trude khong biét tai sao Tir Mic gioi thiéu nha hang nay, ¢6 khong khoi suy nghi, néu c6 chura timg téi noi nay thi s& khong gip Vién T6 Van tai
day, the thi gitta bon ho c6 thé van Ia ban hoc cii binh thuong, gap miat thi git dau chao hay khong? Chac 1a vay. ..

Nhung ¢6 E, c6 mot s0 viée da dinh trude roi.

C6 bdng nhién bimg tinh nhin théy thye don trrée mt, khong hiéu vi sao minh lai nghif nhur vay. hai ngwdi ho —— ¢6 va Vién T6 Van —— khong phéi
ttr 1au da khong nén c6 bat cir quan hé gi 161 sao?

Vién T Van 4m thim xuét hién trude mét ¢d, king & nhur vay, tyr nhién nhur vdy, that giéng nhur ngay tir diu anh da & day.
“Em goi mon chura?” Anh dat chiée cip xudng, nhin co.

C6 ngd ngang lic dau.

Anh khong t6 vé bét ngo: “Em thét 1 dé dang lo dang.”

N6i xong, anh goi ngudi phuc vy, chon vai mon in. Anh khong 1t qua It lai thyre don, m Iat thing dén mot trang ndo d6, chi vao mén an, nhur 1 rit
quen thudc voi noi nay.

“Anh thudng xuyén t6i day dn com ha?”” Sau khi ngudi phuc vu rdi khoi, Thé Véan nhin khong diroc hoi.

“Luc khong nghi ra an gi thi s& t6i day.” Anh tra 1oi.

“Trong truong hop thé nao ma anh khong nghii ra an gi?”” C6 nhin anh, nhd t6i canh twong 1an dau tién gip anh & day.
Anh nheo mét nhin ¢6, suy nghi mot e rdi ni: “Trong trurong hop. . .t6i khong thé khéng dinh.”

“Thé thi hém nay anh ciing khong khing dinh u?” C6 vira hoi vira nhé t6i cb gai sip My chdng & Y xa x0i.

Anh cudi cudi, sic mit ¢6 phan lanh king: “Duong nhién rdi, t6i khong khéng dinh em c6 dén hay khong.”

Thé nhung, wira rdi lic anh “uy hiép” c6, giong diéu chéic chéin nhur vay.

“Tai sao anh muén t6i im thur ky ctia anh?”” C6 nhin thing anh, mudn tir trong 4nh miit gioi che gidu kia nhin ra gi d6.
“Mic ké em tin hay khong, khong phai do t6i dé nghi.”” Anh By gbi thubc ra, choi dua trong tay.

Thé Van khong n6i thém gi nita, chi king I& chd dd an bung én, ¢6 cang ngiy cang khong hiéu anh suy nghi c4i g —— nhung c6 &, tir trwée dén nay cd
chura timg hiéu.

“Em con gidn a?”” Anh dét nhién hoi.
Cb quay dau di chd khéc, van khong n6i gi.

“Tai sao em tirc gian? Boi vi am thur ky ctia t6i? Hay B. .. Anh khong n6i tiép, nhung am cubi lai kéo dai, mang theo chit map mo.



Cb van khong ndi gi, quat curong khong nhin anh, sic it t6 vé kho chiu.

“Puoc rdi. . .coi nhu t6i dau hang, bira nay t6i moi, duge chir?” Anh gio tay Ién ra hi¢u, sac mat thit su giéng nhur cAu thiéu nién da choc gian ban cling
ban.

Thé Van bét gidc hir lanh mot tiéng. Khi am thanh kia tir trong xoang miii ¢6 vong lai, ¢6 c6 chit hdi hin, béi vi am thanh d6 nhur 3 mdt ngudi dang Bm
ning,

“Em nhur vdy t6i coi nhur em hét gidn roi déy?”” Anh tira lung vao ghé, cudi nhu khong cudi nhin ¢6, nhur B mdt nguoi dan ong. . .d& dang tha thir cho co
bat ctr chuyén gi.

C5 van khong néi ning, nhung sic mét khong con khé chiu nhur trude.

“haiz, som biét vy t6i da khong goi nhiéu db an nhur vay.”

Thé Van rat mudn cuoi, nhu’ng 0 ngai bau khong khi nhu véy nén chirdémh nhin mﬁng C6 ¢ép minh nhin h@p tam trén ban, d6 1a mdt cai hdp hinh con
tho bang st trang, trén dau con thd cé mdt cai 10 nho, cay tim duoc 1y ra tir noi d6. C6 bong nhién cam thay nhu vy la rat tan nhan, cay tam. . .vi sao
phai tir 46 ma ra chur.

“Cudi mit cai nao.” Anh ndi.

(C6 ngAng dAu kinh ngac nhin anh.

Anh viron tay véo niit ¢6, ngon tay anh rt san sii, ¢6 1§ do hdi trude choi béng, nhung véo trén mit c6 lai hoi ngwa nglra
thuong, Giong nhur khong dang véo it ¢6, ma 1a trdi tim ctia ¢0.

loai ngtra ngay khac
C6 bdng nhién nhé 16i mdt budi hoang hon ndo dé ctia nhicu niim trurde, bu troi cling nhur thé ndy nira t6i khong séng stia, dudi dén dudng c6 ngudi v
vai ¢0, cing nhac ndi: “Nay, em nhur vdy anh coi nhur em hét gidn roi day. ..”

Giong ndi ctia anh nhur B khong xéc dinh, d6 k giong ndi clia mdt ciu thiéu nién ngdng cudng tur phy nhung ciing nghi hoic bét an, giong noi ndy timg
cau tirng chit vang Ién trong dau cd, c6 chot cdm thay mdt loai hanh phiic —— hanh phiic khé ma dien ta.

Anh sang tring ctia dén dudng roi vao miit anh, khong thiy rd khudn niit, nhung dudng nét lai quen thude, con cé théi quen biu mbi ctia anh cho di im
sao ciing khong stra dugc.

Khong biét 1 boi vi nhé lai chuyén kia, hay 1 vi bi Vién T Vén véo ngira ngay, ¢6 khong khoi nhéch miéng.

Anh tha tay ra, nhin ¢6, t6 vé bat ddc di noi: “Quén di, sau ndy em cir ttrc gidn di, e ttrc gidn em dep hon ddy.”

Budi t6i cudi tudn, 1An dAu tién Tt Mic hen Thé Van dén quan bar. C6 theo dia chi ma Tu Mic guri qua tim ti noi, d6 1a mdt con duodng Vfing veé gﬁn
duong Hanh Son, bang hi€u tai ctra quan bar khong ¢d dén neon lap loe nhung cling chang mo am, ma Iing & toa ra anh dén mau vang, nhu 1a mdt can
nha ngudi dan ndo d6 bén canh con duodng,

Thé Van day cira di vao, trén dau phat ra tiéng chudng trong tréo, trong nhay mit, ¢ dwong nhur tré vé nhimg quén bar kiéu truyén théng trén Wardour

Street tai London, nhung. . .lai ¢6 diém bét dong. Noi dbi dién cira chinh la mot quay bar rat dai, doc theo vach tuong bay dAy ban tron va ghé cao, trén
tuong la mot chiéc TV LCD cuc on 16t cude ¢d biét dugce khac biét chd ndo, chinh 14 chiéc tivi dat do nay.

Trong nhitng quan bar kiéu truyén thong tai Wardour Street rat hiém khi 6 tivi, cho dtfa c6 ciing chi la dat tai goc tuong tro troi khong ai thay duoc,
binh thurong moi nguoi s& khong xem, khong gidng noi ndyy, moi ngudi déu nhin v& mot huéng —— nhur i nhitng quén bar thé thao tu tap ngudi hAm md
boéng da gan Piccadilly Circus*.

(*) Piccadilly Circus 1 noi giao nhau ctia nhimg cung dudng ndi tiéng & London.

Ti&r Mac méc 4o so mi ké soc va quan bd tir xa nhin qua ching khic gi con trai, c6 bét chéo chan, ngdi cling mdt ngudi dan ong dang troi cudi thin
thiét, nhin thay ¢6 dén Tir Mic lién vay tay, quay d4u néi véi nguoi dan ong kia gl do. Thé Van di qua, khong khoi cam thiy duong nét ciia ngudi dan
ong kia rét quen thudc.

“Cau da dén rdi,” giong n6i ctia Tir Mic van chat phac nhu vay, “Pay 1 Hang Phong —— anh trai ctia Hang Tyr.”

Thé Van bumg tinh hiéu ra, ¢6 nhin anh, gt dau chao.

“Chao em” anh khong niém nd viron tay, ciing khong mang theo anh mét do xét, ma 14 than thiét nhic tay dang cam coc bia lén, giéng nhur hoi thim ban
ctl, “Em mudn uong mot ly khong?”

Cb suy nghi vai gidy, hao phong gt dau: “Pugc a.”

“Bon t6 thrdng xuyén t6i day xem bong d4.” Tir Miic nhin chiim chim tivi, vira bo hat d4u phong vao trong miéng,



Trong tivi I mdt ddm dan 6ng Thé Van khong nhan ra, chay nhanh dén ndi md hoi nhu mura, gianh giat ngan chin, x0 déy, la hét
nhimg nguoi dang xem xung quanh.

4,6 8 lahét la
C6 ngdi trén mot ghé cao trude quiy bar, mit cbe bia gin gidng nhur ctia Hang Phong lp tire day dén trude mt ¢6, ¢o cam lén mubn ubng, c6 mdt dm
thanh cach Tir Mac an can ndi: “Pung udng nhanh qua, thir ndy méc du ham lwong con khdng cao, nhung uong nhi€u s€ nhire dau.”

C6 ning cdc bia, girong miéng cudi xiu hd, sau dé nhép mot ngum nho.

Anh lam sao biét duoc ¢6 khat murée mudn udng mdt hoi chir? La tree gidc ciia nha van tiéu thuyét trinh thim sao?

Hang Phong ndi vai cau voi ngudi pha rugu, ngudi kia hiéu y gat dau, cam mot ly mude lanh dit t6i trrde mit Thé Van,

C6 mim curdi xAu ho 1an nita, khong khach khi udng hét Iy mrdc vao trong da day, loai cam giac cudi ha dau thu dac biét khat khd rdt cude duge giam
bt mit ti

“Cam on.” Udng xong i ¢6 moi nhé t6i cam on, ¢d hoi ngwong nging,

Anh khong dé tAm nhtn vai, quay dau xem bong d4 véi Tir Miic, Tic himg khéi hai ngudi con cling nhitng ngudi khéc trong quan gao thét on tiéng, Thé
Van d6i dién véi quay bar, uong tirng ngum bia trurde mit, cd mim cuoi suy nghi, dy moi 1a Tir Mac vui vé khong c6 tam sy ma ¢6 thich nhin thay.

Céc cau thi trén man hinh déu c6 vé mit nghiém tiic, moi ngudi trude tivi ciing khong kém, boi vi sip da phat dén.
Tt Mac 1am bam: “Anh néi xem c6 ghi ban dugc khong?”

Hang Phong nghii nghii, ndi: “Cé kha néing thit bai.”

Vira méi n6i xong, trai banh bay lén cham vio xa ngang roi xudng chd rét xa.

“A...” T Mc chan nan kéu Ién, ¢6 nim canh tay Hang Phong gidt manh, “Anh, cai miéng qua den——"

Tay Tir Mzic bdng nhién bi ngudi khac tim Ky, ¢6 thang thdt n6i khong ra 1oi.

Thé Van nging d4u nhin, khong biét khi ndo Hang Ty da dén bén canh bon ho, duong nhién khuon mit anh ta khong biéu cam néi: “Dumg dong tay
dong chan.”

N6i xong, anh ta chen vao giita Tir Mic va Hang Phong, kéu nguoi pha rugu mudn mot cde bia giéng bon ho.
Hang Phong khong dé bung nhich sang chd khac, anh n6i: “Sao mudn thé?”

“Pi thit hom nay rat loi hai...” Hang Ty vira ndi vira chdm diéu thubc.

“Dimg hit.” Tir Mac nhiu may, t6 y Thé Van dang & day.

Hang Ty nhin vai, virt thudc vao gat tan, anh ta vy tay v6i Thé Van: “Cau ciing thich xem béng d4 a?”

Thé Van lc dau: “Khong c6, B Tir Mic hen t¢ dén, t& von tudng ring déy 1 loai quén bar 6 ban nhac déy.”

“Nhung ns t6 khong hiéu vi sao bon ho thich téi noi nay xem bong d4, & nha xem khong phai ciing gidng nhau sao.” Noi xong anh ta liéc mét nhin Tir
Mic.

“Khong gibng,” am thanh chit phéc quat curdng néi, “Bau khong khi hoan toan khac biét.”
Thé Van ubng mdt ngum bia, van khong hiéu duoc tai sao Tir Mac hen minh t6i déy.

“A, ding roi,” Tir Miic bSng nhién nhé t6i gi d6, co xudng ghé, di dén trede mat Hang Phong, kéo anh ngdi vao chd ban dau ctia ¢6 bén canh Thé Van,
“hai nguroi vira méi quen biét ma, nguoi wira quen nhau nén giao Iru nhi€u chit. . .ha ha.”

Mic di tiéng cuoi cudi ciing rét that tha chit phac, nhumg ba ngudi con lai nhur 1 bi sét danh ma ha mdm nhin Tir Mic, khong biét nén ndi gi m6i duge.
Hang Tur i ngudi dau tién cudi rd 1én, nhung anh ta vira liéc nhin qua Hang Phong mot cai lién rat biét diéu ngdm miéng, quay dau sang chd khéac.

Hang Phong quay dau nhin Thé Van, anh ning cdc bia trong tay, 4n can ma bat déc di n6i: “Anh nghi ching ta khong phai 3 tuyp ngudi ctia dbi phurong
daunhi”

Thé Van ciing nhin anh, cudi cudi: “Cac nha van tiéu thuyét trinh thim déu sic bén nhur vy sao?”

“Um...” Anh git dau, “Vay thi phai xem ngdi bt trinh tham ctia bon ho c6 séc bén hay khong.”



“0...” C6 bat cuoi, bt chude anh git du, néng kén coc bia trong tay minh, “Emrét vui duoc quen biét anh, néu anh khong phién, ting em méy quyén
sach anh viét nhé —— t6t nhat 14 loai sac bén ay.”

“Khong thanh van d€.” Anh hi€u y mim cu¢i, sau d6 cham coc voi ¢o.

“Trd chuyén ciing khong té nhi. ..” Tir Mzic hiém khi phét ra tiéng cudi mirmng thim trong giong diéu chét phéc, gidng nhur vira im xong mt viée tt to
16n.

Ba nguoi con lai trao doi 4nh miit bat dic di v6i nhau, quyét dinh tir gio xem nhe sur ton tai ctia ¢o.
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Tuan thir hai ctia Thing chin, Thé Van tr6 nén buc doc bat an, ¢ tir chd ngdi king I& liéc nhin Vién TS Vén, anh dang tap trung tinh than nhin méy tinh,
mot bén mit khdng cd bi€u cam giong nhur tran day tim sy.

C6 chot cam thiy hai ngudi ho gidng nhur hai con ¢4 dudi mét hd dang bat dau dong bang, ving vy lai ching ¢6 sirc sdng,

C6 khong biét tai sao anh mudn dan ¢6 vé nha, ¢6 ciiing chéing biét tai sao minh mudn di cing anh, nic dii trén co ban. . khong xay ra chuyén gi, chi la
moi quan hé ctia bon ho tré nénrat ky la vo cing ky la.

O trude mit dong nghiép, bon ho ching t6 vé gi ca, khong nhur cap trén va cap dudi binh thuong. Nhung vé it riéng tur, c6 & khong ai biét duoc bon
ho tirg cting nhau xem phim, 4n com, giong nhu 1a ban thin nhi¢u ndm. Nhung trén thure t€, Thé Van nghii rang, bon ho khong phai ban than, thdm chi
ngay ca ban be ciing khong phai. Bon ho nén 1a hai ngudi quen nhau, trude day chura tirng than thiét, sau nay cting khong c6 kha ning —— thé thi bon
ho nhur bay gio coi 1a cai gi day?

Choi tro map mo u?

C6 cam thiy nhirc dau, dau dén mirc nh sip nd tung,

Mot hop thude bdng chbe ném trén ban ¢, ¢b kinh ngac nhin hop thude kia, trén d6 viét “Aspirin”

Vién T Van khong nhin ¢, anh van nhin nn hinh méy tinh, nhung ban tay trai von dit trén chudt e ndy lai cAm tach tra trong tay.

Thé Van thd dai dudi day long, ¢6 nudt vién thude, Vién To Van nhur vy, rdt cude ¢d nén cam on anh, hay i ghét anh chi?

Hom thi li xe dudng 1on, Thé Van diic biét xin nghi mdt ngy, cudi cing thuan loi thong qua.

Bu01 i co ding hen lai dén chd ctia Tuong Bach Liét, tir phia dui gia sach anh ta ly ra mot hop sira dit trén ban tra, twoi cuoi kha 4i noi: “Thoi tiét
tuy ring van rat néng, nhung con gai khong thich hop udng do lanh dau.”

Thé Van thd dai, nhin vach twong da hoi 6 vang: “Lam ban gai ctia anh nhit dinh rét hanh phuc nhi.”
Tudng Bach Liét nhun vai: “Nhung cac c6 ban gai trude ctia toi lai khong nghi vay.”

Thé Van nghiéng dﬁl} suy nghi, ¢6 bét cudi ndi: “Cling ding. Cai nay goi la tam thoi. D6 chi la mt truong hop, bac siquan tm hoa nha d6i véi bénh
nhan ciling khong nhat dinh dung thai d6 giong vay d6i xir voi ban gai.”

Tuéng Bach Liét mim mbi, tir chbi cho y kién, ¢6 1& chinh anh ta ciing khong biét dap an. Anh ta ngdi trude ban m vide, md ra quyén sd day ning bt
dau viet Ién do, lich ban & bén canh bi dat dudi mdt chong sach gido khoa. Hom nay duong nhur anh ta nghiém tiic khac thuong, khong ndi chuyén du
thira, ma [a binh finh nhin ¢, cho doi moi thir bat dau.

“Sau ndy c6 mot lan, t6i lai mo thy Thé Phan,” 1n dau tién Thé Van chit dong ké ra tim sur ciia minh, “Nhung con chura kip néi chuyén v6i chi dy thi
giac mo da bat dau thay doi, t6i bi kéo dén mot cho khac. . .sau d6, quén mat roL”

“C6 nhé ¢b Ay khong?”” Anh ta dot nhién hoi, giong diéu binh finh twr nhién nhu thurong, nhung anh mét lai sic bén.

“Nho...” C6 dimng mdt chit méi noi, “Maynamdau, chi cAn ranh rdi 14 s& nhé chi 4y. My nim nay, hinh nhur da quen dan, nhung d6i khi nhém niit lai,
khu6n rmt kia van xuat hién trude mét to1.”

“Co 4y co thay doi khong?”

o

“Y 61 13, ¢6 Ay xuét hién trong dau c6, bd dang c6 thay ddi khong?”

“_..” Thé Vén ép chinh minh nhé lai, trong long ban tay toat ra md héi, “Khéng biét nira.”

“Khong biét?”



“T6i thiy. . .thudng thurdng chi a mdt hinh dang, hogic 1 khudn mit, chura timg dé y nhimg cai khéc.”
“A...” Anh ta mdt tay chéng cim, 4nh it i rac, ching biét c6 phai dang suy nghi 1o n6i ciia ¢6 hay khong
“Bac siTuong” 1in dAu tién ¢b goi anh ta nhur vdy, “Anh n6i xem toi con ctru chita dugc khong?”

Turdng Bach Liét von dang that thin bdng nhién nhin miit ¢d, ndi: “Khong, ¢d chura timg yéu dudi nhur trong turong twong ctia minh, tha n6i | mudn t6i t6i
ctru ¢d, khdng bang ban than c6 dén ctru chinh minh con nhanh hon.”

“_..” Thé Vén kinh ngac, n6i khong ra Ioi.

Tuong Bach Liét mim cudi: “Lan dau gip mat t6i d mudn néi nhimg 1oi ndy v6i ¢d 1o

“Khi nhin thay ¢6, ban than 6i ciing hoi kinh ngac, béi vi tinh cach ctia ¢6 rt kién cuong, tuyét d6i khong phai 1a nguoi s& cam thiy hoang mang, Nhung
sau khi nghe xong mdt s0 chuyén ctia ¢, t6i cho rang c6 can giip dd, nhung bat cir sy trg giip nao ciing khong c6 ich bang ndi tim kién cuong cua ¢d
—— boi vay ¢d nén tin trong chinh minh, t6i c6 I chi Ia mdt nhan vat khong quan trong ma thoi.”

Thé Van nhin anh ta, rét iu khong n6i gi, khuon mét phia sau ban lam viéc kia luén uon hoa nhd, lic ndy van 16 ra vé nghiém tiic, ¢ khong khoi mim
cuoi: “Camon anh.”
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“Cam on anh dac biét hen gip t61 homnay.”
“Cam on anh dac biét n6i nhirng 101 nay véi t6i hom nay.”
«...” Tudng Bach Liét mim mdi, c6 chit khong biét lam sao.

“Thét ra ban dau t6i da nghi xong roi, mudn quén di ngiy hdm nay.” C6 nhin lich ban dit dudi sach gio khoa, ¢6 biét a do anh ta 6 y, ¢6 y khong cho
c0 xem thay ngay homnay ngay 11 Thang 9.

“Um...”

“Trong mAy nim qua t6i déu m nhur vay, hen ngudi khac di dao phd, n com, udng rugu, trong nha s& khong ai nhic t6i ngiy ndy, néu may mén, 6 thé
nga ca ngay, khi thirc day thi da | ngay hom sau. T6i déi minh chua bao gio trai qua ngay ndy, ddi ban thin mot nim chi c6 364 ngay.”

“Nhung khong biét tai sao,” 6 cti dau nhin tay minh, “Vira r0i t0i bong nhién y thirc dwoc, dit c6 gia v nhur thé ndo di chéing nita, didu ma toi so' hai
ludn ¢ trong long t6i. Gidng nhur anh da nd, tinh cach cua ti rat kién cuong, boi the t61 khong mudn nhin thiy mot mat yeu dudi ctia minh, e nao cling
khong tur chi dugc ma cay manh, nuon khién ban thin cam thay minh sOng rat tot, tat ca moi viéc ching co gi dang ngai...”

“Thé Van...” Tudng Bach Liét nhin méit ¢6, nhur 1 mang theo sur dau Iong, ¢6 18 bét ctr ai nhin thy c6 vao lic ndy ciing s& cam thiy dau long,

“Nhung d6 chi i lira minh dbi ngudi,” giong n6i cta ¢6 binh tinh nhur vay, thit g10ng nhu khong phai n6i vé chinh ¢6, “Lan dau tién khi t6i t6i tim anh, t6i

ciing khong mong doi anh c6 thé gitp toi, hoac 1 nhu 1i Tir Mac 00l t0i chi mu6n tim mdt ngudi xa la ké ra chuyén ctia minh. Toi nhu vay. . khong biét
anh c6 nhin ra khong? C6 1§ da nhin ra tir liu, nhung anh khong hé noi khong phai sao?”

Anh ta khong tra 161, chi dimg nu cudi diu dang dé dép lai.

“Anh biét durge t6i khong that long mubn nhén sy gip d ciia anh, nhung anh vén viron tay ra giip toi d6i véi anh, t6i that sy mudn ndi. . .camon.”
C6 nghen ngo, ddy 1 ngudi xa la ma ¢6 timg mudn thir n6i hét khd tim ctia minh, trong ic vo tinh anh ta da trd thanh mdt ngwoi ban.

“Pumg khach so.” Anh ta van mim cudi, nhe nhang lc dau.

“Néu co thé,” ¢ con noi, “Anh c6 thé tiép tuc giup dd t6i khong —— tuy ring t6i kién cudng, nhung c6 doi khi ciing rat yéu dubi”

“Puoc.” Sic mit anh ta khong hé nghiém tiic, khong phai i mot bac silo Eing cho bénh nhan, mé B mdt ngudi ban than thit.

K& tir tAm ndm trude, hom nay 1 Jin dau tién Thé Van khong so hi ngiy ndy —— khong, ¢6 1& van mang theo chut so hiii, nhung it nht ¢6 c6 diing khi
di d6i mat véi sg hii ctia chinh minh, ciing d6i mét voi con ngurdi that ctia minh.

T4i chi nhét, Thé Van vé nha #n bira com véi me.



Me wira gip rau cho co, vira binh than n6i miy hom trude ba di bai t trude mo Thé Phén, nguoi quéan Iy nghia trang rat cn than, khip noi déu dét
nhang, ngoai co xanh trong & vong ngoai thi bén canh nghia trang khong hé ¢d co dai.

C6 king nghe, git dau, ¢6 thim chi nghi ngd, ba me ¢4 thé cam thély ¢6 lanh ling khong, béi vi ¢ chira timg dén thitmm Thé Phan—— ¢6 1§ 6 cho
ring d6 khong phai i md ciia Thé Phén.

Khuon mit clia nguoi ndty twong tur v6i Thé Phén, bién mét trong vu no, lic ba me di kim thi tuc, hoan toan khong phén bigt thi thé ndo 1 con ghi cla
bon ho, cho nén ¢6 da c6 mdt y nghi ky quai: nam tro cot ndy, cd & nao khong phdi cia Thé Phan chang?

Nhung cho du thé ndo, Thé Phan ra di 1a sy thit khong thé chdi cii, ¢6 khong mudn thira nhan tro cbt nay, nhung khong thé ndo khong chip nhén sur
that nay. Nhung ¢6 chura tirng dén thim md Thé Phan, mdt lan ciing khong c6, 18 ndo & trong tiém thirc con c6 mot s6 diéu ngin trdy c6?

“Dling 101, me n6i, “Lic me di, gap duoc ban hoc ch,a Thé Phan hdi trudc, hai cd éy nhin mdt cai 1a nhan ra me, nhung me chi nhd mdt ngudi tén la
Luong Kién Phi, con c6 mdt c¢d gai ho Lam khong bict goi 1a gi?”

“Lam Béo Thuc.” Thé Van vira dn d6 n trong bat, vira néi. hai ¢6 1a ban rét than ctia Thé Phan hdi cao trung, sau khi c6 di Anh thi ¢ mat lién lac voi
hai nguoi.

“O, ding rdi.” me bimg tinh hiéu ra, “Hinh nhu ¢ 4y khong t6i 1€ truy diéu, cho nén me khong nhé tén.”
“Boi vi khi d6 ¢6 Ay du hoc ¢ nurée ngoai, khong trd v&.”
“Con biét khong, Lirong Kién Phi ly hon rdi.” Me dat diia xudng, khong biét 1 dang tho dai hay 1a that sy dn xong roi.
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> Thé Van khong to ve kinh ngac, nhung ¢6 khong ndi, khong ndi gi ca. Thoi gian tam ndm, ¢6 1€ c6 thé thay doi rat nhleu nguoi, rét nhidu chuyén.
May ndm trede khi gidn tiép nghe duoc tin Luong Kién Phi két hon, ¢6 con twdng rang ban thin cta chi & trai qua cude song hanh phiic —— ching
qua con nguoi déu nghi nhur vay, ai ciing mudn nhin thiy mot sir két hop hanh phiic, chang ai mu6n nhin théy chia tay dau kho.

“Cho nén c6 doi khi ngdm ki, khong giuc con két hon a ding, néu tréy thanh khong tot. . két hon vdi ving lai ly hon, ngwoc ki chiing hé dang gia.” M lai
bét dAu lam nham

Thé Van cuoi Kkhé, that su khong héi thic sao? Hon nhan that su c6 thé can nhic ¢6 dang hay khong sao?

C6 khong no6i nita, nghiém tic thin trong ling nghe loi me noi, co rét hiéu cam giac khong c6 ai dé ddc bau tim sy, boi vay mdi lan gip mit ba me co
dic biét ngoan ngodn, didu 6 ¢6 thé lam. . .e rang ciing chi c6 nhimg diéu nay thoi.

An xong 1di rira chén bat, Thé Van clng me xem tivi mdt ic, sau d6 mdi roi di. Lic di, me tién cb téi cira, trong anh it ba ¢6 mdt chit lo ]éng, giéng
nhu hoi trude moi 1an khi dua ¢6 ra san bay.

Néu Iiic trude ¢b ¢ thé nhin ra anh mét nay, ¢6 c6 con tranh cii mubn don ra khoi nha khong?
Khong biét, ¢o that s khong biét. ..
C6 ngAng du nhin bau trdi dau thy, thinh thoang cd ciing hoang mang, ciing mudn héi chinh minh: rét cude hm nhwr vay ki ding hay sai?

Nhung 6 khong tim thiy dap an, hoac 1 cin ban khong cé dap an. C6 18 nhur i Tuong Bach Liét n6i, diéu co ¢ thé lim chinh I tin trdng ban than
ma thoi.

Di d6ng bdng nhién vang Ién, ¢6 nhin man hinh phat sang, trén d6 c6 mdt day s6, nhung ¢6 biét d6 1a ai.

“A 162 Giong ndi ctia Vién T6 Van trong dién thoai khong giéng chinh ban than anh.

“Um” C6 map may mdi, van khong biét nén nhan dién thoai ctia anh thé ndo.

“Em & dau?”” Anh lic ndo ciing truc tiép, gidng nhur rit hiéu & co.

“Trén duong.”

“T6i da mua vé 40 phiit sau, han em trong nira tiéng chay t6i.”” Anh thim chi khong n6i cho ¢6 biét rot cude 1 rap chiéu phim nao thi da cip may.

"ﬂ}é Vén nhin man hinh di dong, bdng nhién c6 ndi xung dong mubn nﬁng nguoi. Nhung ¢6 khong co, ¢b chi dén ven duong don mbt chiéc taxi, diém
dén 1a rap chiéu phim ma bon ho timg di. C6 khdng hi€u vi sao minh muon di, c6 1€ c6 chi la khong danh 1ong tir choi ma thoi.

“Em dén muon hai phiit so v6i thoi gian quy dinh.” Vién T6 Van vira nhin dong ho trén cb tay, vira nhét bong ngd vao trong tay co.

“T6i nghi by gior anh khong phai 1 cip trén ciia t6i, chiing ta ciing khong phai di hop.” C6 trimg anh.



“Khong tranh ci thi em s& chét sa0?”” Anh cudi kho.

Thé Van nhan Ky bong ngd, lai trimg it nhin anh lan nita: “N6i khong chimg that sur s ——

N6i chura xong c6 da stmg s6t, boi vi Vién T6 Van bdng nhién gian tai mit, ndi bi throng w6t qua trong anh mét anh: “Bmng ndi vé van!”
Thé Van miat tyr nhién kéo tdc, co tuoi tin noi: “Vao di, sap chiéu rdi...”

Anh git dau khong noi gi nita, xoay nguoi di trude cd, toan nhan nhur la mbi mdt ddy than kinh déu cing thing, ban tay cAm vé ciing ndm chit. Thé Van
cti dau theo sau, ¢6 chot ¢6 ndi xung dong mubn vuron tay giit chét anh.

Nhung tai sao chir? Co khong ngimg suy nghii, ¢6 1& 1 boi vi mudn xua dudi ni bi thirong trong niit anh. ..
Bon ho ira tién vao rap chiéu phim thi dén da tit, trong bong tdi Vién T6 Van dimg budc, anh viron tay vo vai ¢d, bao ¢6 di ¢ phia trude.
Anh néi: “Hang thir ba ngay phia trudc. . khong phai chd nay, 1 hang trude nira, em dém moi ¢6 hai thoi.”

Khén gié ngdi chd hai bén cudi tham, Thé Van hoi ling ting, khong phét hign tay anh vin con dt trén vai minh: “Toi im sao biét hang thir ba anh noi |
bét dau tinh tir du chir, sém biét vay anh dan dudng i duoc i, bao t6i di trude Bmgi...”

“Khong duoc. .. bon ho tim duoc chd ngdi, Vién T6 Van bét chéo chan, nhin man hinh khong hé nhin ¢, “Khong thdy em thi im sao ddy.”
Nho 4nh séng phat ra tir mén hinh Ion ¢ ngac nhién nhin mot bén mt anh, bdng nhién ¢ rit mudn khoc.

Tham chi nurde mét da 1on von tai hdc myit, chi can nhay niit mdt céi i chay xudng ngay.

C6 xoay dau qua, cd ging chiu dung, cho dén khi dm 6t noi khée mét din bién mit.

Anh vé tinh liéc nhin c6: “Em sao thé?”

(5 lic dau, khién ban than nhin ¢6 vé rat binh inh.

Phim bt d4u chiéu, khong phéi i phim hai, moi nguoi déu nging ddu nhin nn hinh 16n, trén mét khong ¢6 biéu cam

Cb suy nghi: that may mén, bang khong c6 that khong biét phai im sao trung ra khu6n miit twoi tin. . .vui vé ma sang sta.

Téi nay vé nha, Thé Van tran troc khong thé di Vao gidc ngi, ¢ dén ti lanh Ay mdt hop sita, d6 vao ly thiy tinh, rdi bo vao 1 vi song. Mot phiit sau,
“dinh” mot tiéng, co Ky ra ly sita hoi ndng, tir tir udng vao.

Tuéng Bach Liét n6i, trude khi ngd udng mot ly sita néng, ¢6 tac dung dinh than nhung tai sao c6 da udng hét ba ly, ngoai khong ngimg di vao
toilet thi khdng con cong hiéu nao khac.

C6 nhin dong hd trén tudng, hai gio, néu ¢ khong ngu, thir hai s& mang theo hai mét den thui di im. C6 khong mudn nhur vy, it nhat khéng nudn dé
Vién T6 Van trong thay c6 nhur vay.

C6 lo dang udng hfét ly sira, sau d6 bon chdn dén trude may tinh, viron tay g6 vai c4i, man hinh lién sang lén. C6 én mang, déing nhép vao trang web du
hoc sinh thurong dén, noi do c6 € cd thir c6 can.

“Xin chao céc thinh gia trude radio, dy 1 Thur Lo clia dai phat thanh tiéng Trung tai New York mang dén tiét muc ndy cho cac ban. Tuan nay nhiét do
tai New York van tang cao khong giam thép, i ivjdd i¢ i Ay 5O
bat dau tré nén iu xiu, bau khong khi nay lan ra ca van phong, tham chi ¢6 mdt vai vi ddng nghiép khong c6 lwong tim da cing nhau bay dén déo
Greenland nghi phép, vi thé tir hom nay tr&r di Thur L s& ban ron hon binh thuong, phai m thém gi. Nhung xét thay tinh hinh thit nghiép tai My khong
giam, boi vay Thur Lo nghi truedc nghil sau khong dam tiry tién dinh cong,”

Héu trudng phong phat song truc tiép phét ra tiéng huyt sao, danh trong dong cing tiéng loa vang doi, khong thé phan biét rd rang d6 1 “dién tau” truc
tiép, hay la da thu am trude do, nhung tom lai c6 chitt hai hudc.

“A, duoc rdi, mdt tuin ban rén sép bt dau, tiét muc tuAn ndy c6 thé s& khién moi nguroi thurong camy, b vi ngiy hom qua New York nghénh dén mot

ngay budn nhit nim nay —— ngdy 11 Thang 9. Ngay nay c6 € 1 ngay mi toan bo thé gioi lam vao bi thurong, trong ngay ndy rat nhiéu ngudi mét diba
me, con c4i, ngudi yéu, ban bé, dong nghiép.... Bonho mét di nhitng con ngudi va tinh cam quan trong nhit, nhung t6i hy vong, bon ho s& khong mit di
nhiét tinh va khét vong d6i voi cude sdng.

Thét ra... Thu Lo coinhw da tir minh trai qua ngay bi thuong nay, t6i rét may min khong mét di ngudi minh yéu, nguroc 1a1 trai qua ngay do, ching toi
cang kién dinh cting nhau song tiép. Nhung trong 24 gios chor doi tin tire, t61 d3 trai qua tat ca lo Fing va khd so, sau d6 mbi khi tham gia hoat dong ky
niém ngity ndy, n6 da nhéic nho t6i phai quy trong moi thir ma t6i c6 dwoc. Cho nén, nhitng ban & phia bén kia ciia song dién tir ¢ ting trai qua ngay
ndy hay khong, néu d dau khd bi throng thi ciing khong sao, nhung héy ghi nhé ring sau khi trai qua ngay ndy, ban hily mang theo tit ca hoai niém va
twoi cudi ma tiép tuc budc di.



Trong ngiy diic biét nay, Thur Lo mudn phat bai hat ‘Close to you’ do Karen Anne Carpenter biéu dién, turong niém mdt s6 ngudi mi ching ta nhd
nhung. ..”

Loa méy tinh truyén dén tiéng hat va giai diéu quen thudc, d6 1 ca khiic. .. Thé Phan thich nhat.

Di dong diit bén canh gbi dau truyén dén timg hoi giai digu, cho biét ¢ tin nhén giri vao, Thé Van di qua cAm lén, thudng ngdy trude khi ngit co s tat
may, nhung t6i nay quén mat.

“02: 12: 49: emngu chua?”

C5 nhin chim cham man hinh, hién thi ngudi giri B mot day sb, nhung 6 biét 14 s6 ctia ai.

Cb & trude ctra sb di qua di lai, do dur mdt e rdi moi tra 10: “02: 20: 32: khong ng thi con c6 thé Bm gi.”
“02:21: 01: em dang ngu?”

“02: 21: 58: tr!” Dau chm than ndy ¢6 tim rat Jau.

02: 22: 45: vay hat mot bai cho t6i nghe di.”

“02: 23: 32: dang ngi thi hat thé nao?”

“02:25: 05: vira nimmo vira hat di.”

“02: 28: 44: ltc t6i ndm mo s& khong hat. ..”

Thé Véndi dél} truGe méy tinh, dong the myc m thanh, 10i quay vé nim trén girdng. Mic dii khong ngi dugc, nhung ¢6 duong nhur bdng nhién an
long, néu lai bién thanh “Gau meo”, the thi khong chi c6 mot minh ¢6 dau nhi?

“02: 29: 11: thé khi no thi em hat? Lic ndm mo thi im nhimg gi?”
Thé Van thé dai, det mdi bat déc di nhin Ién trin nha.
“02: 31: 04: anh that nham chan, sang mai con phai hop, di ngi sém chit di.”

02: 32: 20: nhung ma t6i khong ngi dugc —— em ciing khong ngi duoc do sao?”

02: 35: 03: ban ndy t6i da ndi t61 dang ng!”’
Céch nam phit dong hd anh khong tra 161, anh dang lim g, cudi sao? Hay 1 quyét dinh khong quéy ray c6 “da nga roi™?

Nhung Iap tire, dién thoai ¢6 lai vang én: “02: 42: 00: duoc 101, emda ngu 11, em lAm sao ngu duoc vay? Pém s ha? Nhung t6i nhé em chi cd thé #m
t6i hai thoi. ..

“02: 44: 10: khong biét tai sao, mdi lan n6i chuyén véi anh nhiéu hon nam phit thi t6i lai ¢6 kich dong mudn giét ngwoi.”

“02: 44: 50: thi ra em c6 kich dong dbi vai t6i 4?7

Anh lai céch rét Ju khong tré 104, cho dén khi Thé Van nghi réing anh da noi xong nhitng 104 vo nghla dinh di ngu, thi anh bong nhién giri dén mdt tin nhéin:
“03: 01: 23: 161 c6 theé hoi em mot cau khong, tai sao em muon quay tro ve?”’

C6 binh tinh nhin man hinh di dong, 4n nt tit méy, sau d6 nhét di dong vao vi tri dudi gbi dau ma né vén nén & do, tiép theo ¢ trim chan kin mit di ngil.

Séng hom sau, Thé Vén nhin qua tim kinh ctia thang méy trong théty Vién T Van dimg phia sau minh méit khong biéu cam dang trimg mit nhin ¢6, c6
bong nhién rat mudn cudi to, sau d6 giong nhu nam chinh giau ¢é trong phim truyén hinh quat to day kich tinth —— Yeah! Panda!

A 9

“0, Thé Van,” Carol bi doan ngudi chen chiic sau khi nhin thiy ¢6 lién vui suéng n6i, “Pa lau khong gip 6, tir khi ¢ dén chd ciia ngudi dan 6ng dang
sokia...”

Thé Van ngn ngudi, sau d6 mGi phén tmg lai: Carol khong nhin thiy Vién T6 Van dimg ¢ phia sau.
C5 nhin séc mit anh phan chiéu trong kinh, Iong méy ¢ mdt bén da dyng thing lén.
“A,” ¢6 nay sinh y tudng dua gion, “Hét cach roi...”

“Nghe n6i c6 thurong xuyén phai tang ca?”’ Carol to vé thong cam.



“Um...” Thé Van gt dau.

“Nghe n6i thurong xuyén khong co thoi gian an trura?”

“Um...” C6 cang t6 vé bt dic di git dau.

“Nghe néi anh ta dong mdt i a nbi gian?”’

“Um!” C6 ding sirc git dau.

“haiz. . .anh ta qua that khong phai con nguoi.” Carol tong két.

Thé Van nhin qua tAm kinh, trong thiy khuon mét gou méo dan dan tro nén tai mét, ¢6 nhin cudi, trong long dang 1én vui suwéng khong biét tir dau téi.

Thang méy wira dén tang 30, ¢6 voi vang kéo Carol khong biét gi chay nhu dién vao vin phong, mdi vira ct tii vao ngin ti thi Vién To Van da thong
tha tién vao.

“Di pha gitip t6i mdt tach ca phé.” Anh da vio chan c6 dang dudi & ngoai ban, c¢6 chit nghién ring nghién loi.

Thé Van vi vang thu chan lai, cau may trimg mit nhin anh mot i, sau d6 co démg ddy gitp anh pha ca phé day hinh nhu 14 1n dAu tién anh sai

¢, thoi hur tat xau clia sep 1ot cude da 10i ra roi.

C6 ding thia khudy tach ca phé da d6 day nude sbi, chit long trong sudt lp tirc trd nén van duc, ¢6 khong khuy nita, bdng nhién phat hi¢n minh ciing
c6 mit tat xau —— d6 chinh I3 c0 hét stre lam mdt thu ky khién ngwroi ta khong hai long,

Thé Van dat tach 1én ban Vién T6 Vén, anh nhin c4i tach rdi lai nhin ¢6, trong 4nh niit chira ddy ngd vurc.

C6 ra vé vo t0i biu mdi, nghi thim biéu tinh lic ndy ctia minh nhét dinh rt dang d4nh, c6 xoay ngudi mudn roi khoi, bdng nhién ¢6 ngudi gibng nhur con
gi6 chay a0 vao van phong,

“Vien To Van...”

Thé Van nhin k¥, héa ra k c0 géi sip Ay chong Y ma Carol noi, trén khudn niit xinh xéin ma tréing non ciia ¢6 ta lic ndy ¢6 loai phén nd kh6 mi dién ta,
cd & bieu cam do chi c6 phu nit d6i vdi dan dng mai co.

Thé Van theo truc gidc mubn roi khoi, nhung 6 gai khong dé y chut ndo, 4nh mit ¢6 ta nhin thing vao Vién T6 Van.

“Loi anh néi 1a thét sao?”

Vién T6 Van nhiu ny: “Loi gi?”

C6 gai lay ra di dong, quo trude niit anh: “Anh n6i “chiic ¢6 hanh phic’.”

Nam chinh ngo ngac gt dau, gidng nhu khong biét minh méc 161 & dau, ching 1& giri o chiic phiic ciing khién ngudi ta oan hén sao?

Thé Van cudi khd, ¢b da quén mét minh vén mudn roi khéi, rt cude 1 anh gia kho hay 1 that s khong biét, trén thé giéi ndy c6 mot sb 10i chiic phiic
s& khien ngudi khac odn hin. Do chinh 1, 161 chiic phic giri cho nguoi yéu minh nhung minh lai khong yeu nguoi ta. Boi vi cho du ban chiic nguoi y tim
duoc hanh phiic thé nao dinita, nlung d6i voi nguoi ay, do 1a chuyén khong c6 kha ning.

C6 gai can mbi, nhin ra dugc sy dau khd, Thé Van nhin mdt bén mt cd ta, ciing cam thiy dau long theo. Bdng nhién c6 nhé i mdt cau: im ngudi vi
sao phai qua co chap?

C6 gai binh finh nhin sic mit kho hiéu ctia nam chinh, c6 18 ¢6 ta dang quyét dinh gi d6. C6 ta git dau, nhe nhing ndi mdt cau: “Puoc thoi, tam bigt. . .”
Negay Itic Thé Van twéng ring ¢ ta sip xoay ngudi bo di, ¢d ta dot nhién cam By cai tach trén ban, hit v& phia Vién TS Van.

Sau khi syr viéc xay ra, The Van suy nghi, do 1a tamtrangthe nao nhi? La yéu sao? Hoac Ia pha Jan voi oan han? Tinh yéu va oan han cta phy nir c6 thé
rat don gin, cling ¢o thé rét phirc tap, c6 thé bing nd trong nhay mét, ciing c6 thé tan bién trong nhay mét. Phu nit that sy 3 mdt loai sinh vat ky la, c6
1€ trén thé o1 nay, ngoai trir ban than phy nir thi s& khong c6 nhimg sinh vat khac h{6u duoc cac c6. Nhung trong khoanh khic tach ca phé nong hoi nay
hat ra, Thé Van khdng nghi nggi nhiu nhu vay, ¢ gan nhu khong suy nghi, chang hé do du ma x6ng Ién che chan trude ngudi Vién T Van.

Tai sao chir?

C6 I, trong long ¢b cuoi khd, tach ca phé ndng hodi i bao tmg ciia tro dua dai. C6 qua nhién i mot ngudi khong thich hop véi trd dia dai.

N&i dau minh liét thiéu ddt trén lan da ¢, trén lung, trén du, trén Vtrém, nhit I c§1 canh tay trai cia ¢6, chi cam théy dau dén dén ndi mudn khoc. Nhung
6 khong khoc, miic du ¢d gai kia khdc, mic du anh mat hoang hot cia Vién T6 Van nhur 1a dau dén nudn khoc, nhung c6 khong khoc. Trong gidy phit



dy, cO nghi t6i co gai kia sip Ién may bay di dén noi khac, ndi dau ma c6 ta phai trai qua khong biét dau kho hon vét bong nay bao nhiéu ln?

C6 chot cam thiy minh bay Ién, di qua sw ngac nhién ctia cic ddng nghiép, di qua thang méy, 1én taxi, cho dén khi t6i mot thé gidi sang choang, ¢ nghi,
d6 1a bénh vién.

“Coidora.” Y ta cam thudc thoa ciing mdt sO dung cu di vao, kéo man qua.

Vién T6 Van vuron tay c6i khuy 4o len ¢6 dang mic bén ngoai, that can than rit canh tay c6 ra, ¢d bang hoang suy nghi, may ma bén trong ¢6 niic 40
coc tay, néu co tay 4o, co 18 s& yéu cau ¢ cit tay 4o hay khong?

Y ta thira dip Vién T6 Van céi khuy 40 cho ¢6, thoa thudc trén tran ¢6 trude, khién ¢6 cin ring chiu dung,

“Em cam thdy minh rét anh diing sa0?” Anh nhiu méy, trim giong noi.

Cb chura ting thiy Vién T6 Van nhu vdy, nhu 1 dang tirc gian, dang phat cu, nhung mi —— ngudi nén tire gidn hin 1 ¢6 méi phai?

“Anh bao dap an nhan ctru mang minh nhur vy sao?”” C6 trimg anh.

... Anh nhin ¢6, that liu khong lén tiéng, trong anh mét c6 mot loai cam xtic goi i dau dén, “Vé sau dimg lam loai chuyén ngu xuén nay nira. ..

Co gan nhu nghi rang, trong khoanh khiic d6 Vién T6 Vén khong thé kiém ché ma viron tay 6m c6, nhung cudi ciing, loai “suy nghi”” ky quéi ndy ciia ¢d
16t cude khong bién thanh si that.

4...”” Am cudi cing thét Ién phét ra tir miéng c6, boi vi y ta bong nhién bt dau thoa thudc 1én canh tay bi bong do ran ciia

cO.

Vién T Van ngdi phia sau cd, ban tay vin eo ¢d ndm that chit, ¢o twa vao ong anh, tham chi c6 thé ngiri dugc mii md hoi trén ngudi anh pha an véi
i ca phé va thuoc 1a. Nhung ¢ I8, miii ca phé khong phai ctia anh ma 14 ctia 6.

Thé Van rdt cude khéng nhin dugc nira ma khéc ra, ddy 1a cam xtc hoi phre tap. Mc}“[ mit i vi ndi dau trén da thit, mit khac 1 bi vi. . .c6 mot ngudi
dang & bén canh nhin thiy ban dau don thi cling s€ dau don theo, tua nhur khdc 16¢ buon thuong cho chinh minh.

“That mit mt. .. Anh thip giong quét, nhung 4nh mét hoan toan khong phai vdy.

C6 mudn lau di nrée mét trén khudn mat, nhung da c6 nguoi gitip ¢ gat di, do 1a ngdn tay cta Vien T6 Van, san sti nhung mang theo sy diu dang,
hoan toan khong hop véi sac mat hung dit ctia anh.

C0 yén king nhin anh, quén di tat ca niém vui, ciing quén di tat ca dau don, ¢d chi c6 thé nhé lai khi anh vén 1 thiéu nién ctia nhiéu néim v& trude, khuon
it quat cuong lai am ap.

Am thanh binh finh ctia y ta vang Ién: “Con chd ndo bi phong khong?”
Vién T6 Van chi vong eo va chén ctia Thé Van: “Chd nay, con chd kia nita.”

“O,°Y ta khong chép it “Vay coi quﬁn doradi”

Thé Van lp tiec Iy lai tinh thén, ¢6 nhin Vién TS Vén, 1in dAu tién khuoén mit anh tmg d6 dang ngd.

“T6i di ra ngoai.” Anh khong tinh nguyén nhung van dmg day, rdi di ra ngoai. Tuy nhién tir phia dudi birc mén 6 nhin thiy duoc quén tay va gidy da
mau den cua anh, boi vi anh dirng bén ngoai, nhur 14 dang. . .trong ching,

Y t4 biu mdi, vira chd Thé Van c6i quan 4o vira n6i: “Ban trai ¢6 rut ré thit ddy...”

Thé Van khyng lai dong tac trén tay, kinh ngac nhin y t4: “Anh 4y. . .khong phéi ban trai toi. ..”

“Thé thi 1 dang theo dudi c6?” 'Y ta khong biét Vién T6 Van van con & cira, cho nén bt dau nhiéu chuyén.
“Khong c6 khong ¢6,” Thé Van xua tay, “Tuyét d6i khong co...”

“A...” Y ta bt dAu gitip co thoa thude, “Thé thi, 1 c6 dang theo dudi anh ta?”

“A...” C6 mudn phii nhan, nhung cam gidc dau don truyén t6i, khién ¢o hit mot hoi lanh.

Cb cup mit ?(u(")ng nhin thiy d6i gidy da méu den trén chan Vién T6 Van nhtic nhich, nic dii khong thiy mit anh, nhung ¢6 ¢6 thé khing dinh tén kia
dang cuoi day.



“Cd...” Tuan cudi cing ctia Thang chin, khi Tudng Bach Liét nhin thiy Thé Vén bing b6 ca canh tay, anh ta kinh ngac khong n6i ra 1oi.

Thé Van mim cudi bat dic di, ¢b khong mubn coi minh gidng nhur bénh nhan méc bénh ning, nhung cap trén cuia c0 kien tri nhur vy, cudi cing y ta chi
¢6 thé mang theo séc mit ghét bo JAn nhidu chuyén ma bang b6 cho ¢o, nhung may mi, khong ngd cap trén xau xa kia lai cho phép c6 nghi mot tudn,
hon nira theo sau do6 1 & Qudc Khanh, thoang c4i c6 durgc nghi ngoi hai tuln.

“Chi I vét thirong nho.”

“A...” Tudng Bach Liét do du git dAu, tir trong ti lanh Ay bia ra, “Trong thoi gian chén throng, duoc wu dai dac biét.”

N6i xong, anh ta rat lich sy gitip ¢6 lau kho vanh lon rdi khui néip dua cho c6.

Thé Vén nhin ]éy, mim cuoi ndi camon, ¢ uéng mdt ngum nhd, cam tlﬁy trong vi déng chat khong biét tai sao ¢ mdt chit vi ngot.

“Tai sao t01 cam théy hinh nhu tAm tinh ctia ¢6 t6t Am?” Tudng Bach Liét ngéi VA0 Vi trf ¢, m& sd ra, bat dAu viét xuéng,

“Boi vi t6i duroc nghi dai han, tuy ring chi ¢ nira Thang,”

“C0 c6 dinh ra ngoai choi khong?”’

“Bi thé ndy lam sao di chir.” C6 ndng Ién céi tay bi thurong,

Tuong Bach Ligt gat dau: “Co thich di du lich khong?””

C6 nhin anh ta, cam thiy cudc trod chuyén ctia bon ho cang ngy cang khong gidng bac siva bénh nhan, mi c6 mot chit gidng nhur ban trén mang tinh c&
gap trén phong chat.

“Coi nhur thé di, nhung co i ra ngoai khong nhidu m.”

“Hbi trude 161 B mot nguoi rét thich di du lich,” anh ta tir ndi, “C6 1& gin nhur.. Jbét dau tir nam 18 tudi, hang nam nghi he t0i s di choi khéip noi, mot
minh deo ba 16 to xudt phat, & trén duong gip dugc du loai nguoi, c6 mot $6 ¢6 thé tré thanh ban be, con ¢ s6 khac thi coi nhur la mt con dc mong,
nhung t01 rét thich cam gidc ndy, gidng nhur vinh vién khong biét ngiy mai s& xay ra chuyén gi, vinh vién khong biét ngdy mai minh s& bién thanh bd dang
ginira.”

Thé Van mim cudi, ¢6 khong n6i voi anh ta, minh ciing timg rat himmd cude sdng nhur vay, gidng nhur mdi ngity, mdi sur vide, mdi ngudi déu tran ngap
hy vong, tat ca nhitng di€u tot dep déu xay ra sau ndy.

“Nhung mé khi tudi tac 16n dan, loai cam giac ndy cang tro nén khong chén thit, t6i dan dan phat hién, cudc song phiéu bat bét dinh ching nhirng khong
cho t6i nhin tlny hy vong, nguoc lai khién long t6i ndy sinh ndi s hii. Nhitng khuon mit quen biét trén con dudng nay dan dan tré nén mo ho khi man
dém budng xudng con ngudi tinh kang, t6i bat dau nh6 lai hdi bé, nhé lai cude sdng tai trén nho mdc mac binh dan ma t6i da timg trai qua, cudi cling toi
duong nhu hiéu diroc mdt chit. . . Moi ngui tai trdn nho kia vi sao bang 1ong trai qua cude séng binh than nhur thé.”

'Ihé Vén nhin khuon mét Tuong Bach Liét nhé lai chuyén cii, ¢ khong khoi cam dong, anh miét anh ta thuong chira day strc hip dan, d6 hin I mot su
hép dan. . .cta tri tug.

“T6i nghi, ¢6 1& mdi ngudi ching ta khong he blet ngaytlr dau mmh muén gl, nhu’ng 1t nhat chiing ta s€ khong ngu’ng dat tay en ngye tu h01, qua trmh nay
thét ra khong thé n6i i ‘Pau khd’
chinh minh ciia trude kia, t6i s& kinh ngac khi thdy ban than da danh rit nhiéu thoi gian dé Bm mot sb viéc ma hl@ntmxemra 14 hoan toan vo nghla
nhung t6i khong hé cam théy hbi han, tuyét d6i khong ¢6, boi vi néu khong c6 ban than trong qua khir, thi s& khong ¢6 ban than ctia hién tai, cling s&
khong c6 ban than cua turong lai.”

(13 2
“Cho nén Thé Van,” anh ta n6i ti€p, “Toi rat muon bict, cd & bén ngoai phi€u bat lau nhur vay, 16t cude 1a vi sao ¢6 mdi ha quyet tim trd ve?”

Thé Van cudi kho mot cai, ¢ khong tré 1 ngay. Day 1 in thir hai trong vong vai nghy ngiin ngii, ¢6 bi hdi vén dé niy, nhung ¢6 &, con ¢6 ngudi thir
ba ciing s& hoi cling van de.

D6 chinh 13 ban than ¢, | con ngudi bi che gidu dudi day ong kia.
Hét Chuong 4
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Chuwong 5: Thang muéi — Keo hay la gidy géi keo

[ Tuong Bach Liét: “Chéng & ¢ khong cam thiy sao, ¢6 va tit ca moi nguoi quan tim yéu thuong Thé Phén, bat dau tir gidy phit ¢ 4y ra di, ddi véi
cac ngudi ma noi, thoi gian da nging lai.

Bit dau tir khoanh khéc 4y, ¢6 tir chdi truéng thanh, co thé ¢ phat trién nhung ndi tim van tri tré, ¢b van B mdt c6 gai m6i dau hai muroi, vinh vién
dimg tai thoi khiic Thé Phan con sdng. C6 18 ddi voi nhitng nguoi khic mé néi, nhur B nhitng ngudi ban ctia Thé Phan ma ¢6 da ké, bon ho ciing nhur
thé. Mdi ngy trai dit déu dang chuyén dong, nhung thdi gian ctia cic ngudi, vinh vién dimg lai tai thoi khic dau dén do, lam thé ndo ciing khong chiu
dudi kip budc chan ctia nhitng ngudi khéc.

Nhung ma, ban cia Thé Phén ndi ding, cho di ¢d 4y khong con, ¢6 dy ciing hy vong moi nguoi s¢ song tot, nht 14 c. Toi nghi, n6i i khong chimg chinh
¢ dy hy vong nhur vy, hy vong cac ngudi cd thé thay co dy cudi, thay c6 ay khoc, thay c6 dy yéu thuong, quan trong nhat 13, thay ¢6 ay trudng thanh.
Vi vdy ¢6 phét hién chinh minh thay d6i, hodic i n6i, c6 cam thiy minh khao khét s thay d6i, didu d6 rt tt, vo cing tt.”]

5.1

D6 1a chuyén ctia & Giang Sinh ndm ngodi, méc dii da & London bay nam, nhung nhiét d6 ctia Thang muoi hai van con hoi lanh ddi véi Vién Thé Van.
Ao 1ong c6 dang n¥ic trén nguoi [a cua me nhd ban mang qua, ban dau c6 noi khong can, nhung me cir khang khang muon mua, hién tai cai 4o nay la
thir khong the thi€u trong mila dong ctia co

Co hoc dai hoc tai Bloomsbury, coi nhur 12 khu wire trung tam thanh phé, sau khi t6t nghiép c6 may min tim dwoe mdt cong viée tai thur vién lan can, ¢
don ra ky tic xa, thué mdt can hd nho.

Cong viée tai thur vién don gian ma nham chan, nhung lai c6 rit nhiéu thoi gian ranh 181, ¢6 thurdng tranh thit chudn t6i trrdng san khéu ndi tiéng gin d6,
nghe thiy ¢ gidng bai, xem sinh vién tap luyén tiét muc, gidng nhur hdi trrde khi dén truong, C6 nghi ring, ¢6 s& binh than sdng tiép nhur vay, khong can
suy nghi gi.

Dui lau can ho c6 thué cé mot nha hang Trung Qudc khong 1on Fim, dng chii 3 ngudi Quang Pong, thurdng xuyén tuoi cudi nghénh don khach, ban
than ¢ rét it khi vao d6, mot 1 khau vi khong hop, hai i gia ca khong ré, nhung dan ban xtt ciing voi khach du lich tai London thi ngdi diy ca nha hang,
néu khong phai thoi tiét Thang muroi hai qua lanh, néi khong chimng 6ng chit con co thé dat thém vai cai ban ngoai via hé.

Homnay la démbinh an, von ¢ ban dong huong hen ¢6 ra ngoai, nhung c6 kheéo Iéo tir chéi, b6i vi ¢6 nhdn 10 tryre ban gitip cho mdt dong nghiép
ngudi Anh. Néu ngiy nay khong déc biét gi doi voi cd thi tai sao khong gitip nguroi khac muon nghi le chir, hon nira so v6i démbinh an, ¢6 nguoc lai
cam thay dém giao thira d€m nguoc bén bo song Thames con ¢d khong khi hon.

London ndm nay, bt dau tir tun trude di 6 tuyét roi, di trén 1op bong tuyét rat day trén mit dat cam thiy hoi tron trrot, mot s khéch san cao cap
lamnhur truée day dung lén twong bang chio don nam moi tai cira chinh, nhung nhiing trong bang nay khong blet tai sao uon cam thiy ngaty cang thiéu
sinh dong. Tu kinh ciia cac trung tim mua sdm tir sém da trang hoang mirng nAm moéi, ding rat phiéu mau do, tring va xanh 14 lam nau chinh, nhung 6
van thich nhét 14 trung tAm mua sim Fortnum & Mason ndi tiéng tir xura nim gan Piccadilly, mbi lan di ngang qua ti kinh noi d6 luon s& c6 sy ngac nhién
bat ngd, khién nguoi ta rat mudn cir ling king dimg d6 thuong thirc hozc | mo mang,

Vao dém binh an, thur vién dong cira e nidm gioy chiéu, dén tm gio rudi Thé Van tir th vién di ra, hudng théng vé phia nha minh. Trén dudng di, ngoai
nha hang ra thi cac tiém nhé khac hau nhu déu déng cira, ¢6 suy nghi mot chit, quyét dinh tré vé an mi an lién, ngiy hom qua con thira nira con gi
nuéng, giai quyét cho xong ludn.

bi ngang nha hang Trung Quéq duéi lau, c6 theo thurdng I nhin vao trong, ¢b kinh ngac phét hién, ngoai gurong it ngudi Chau A ra, thé ma con ¢6 hai
ban nguoi phurong Tay, thoi diém nay bon ho khong phai nén diing bita tai nha sao?

Liic c6 di qua cira nha hang thi chot dimg bude, ¢6 ngo ngac nhin thdy mdt ngudi & bén cira sd, trong long trao dang cam xtic vui suéng da lau khong
&ip.

Lurong Kién Phi kinh ngac dimg 1én, ciing ngo ngac nhin c6, mot lic sau Lirong Kién Phi bong nhién mim cudi, cudi dén mirc vién mét do lén.
hai c6 6m chit nhau & ctra nha hang, duong nhur khong thé tin ndi ddi phuong dang cing ¢ déy.

A

“Thé Vén, Luong Klen Phi nghen ngo n6i, “Té khong ngd. . .that s ¢6 thé gip cau ¢ déy, vira roi t¢ con ndi véi dong nghiép ctia t6, ban than ciia t&
¢6 ¢b em gai sng gan day.”

“Cau t6i sao khong goi dién cho &, cau c thé hoi me t6 sb dién thoai ctia t6 ma.” C6 ndm Ky canh tay Lwong Kién Phi, ddy long c6 ndi vui mirng kho
ma dién ta.

“T6 voi vang sang déy, sau khi toi London rdi moi swe nhé cau & ' day, nhung t6 lai khong mang theo s6 dién thoai ctia nha c4u, nhung ciing nay dong
nghiép t& ndi hom nay mdi moi ngudi t6i nha hang Trung Qudc ndi tiéng nay an com, bang khong, .

“Té & ngay trén lau ddy, cu an xong 6 thé t6i tim t6i.” Thé Van nhin ngudi trong nha hang, bon ho dang khé hiéu nhin vé phia hai co.

“Khong, t& khong an, by gid theo cau ubn, cau chdr to mdt chit.” Noi xong Lurong Kién Phi quay vé chd ngdi ctia minh cim Iy tii xach, n6i vai cau véi



ngudi ngdi cting ban rdi di ra.
Thé Van trong thiy Lurong Kién Phi vin cao giy nhur xua, ¢6 bat gidc mim cudi, ddy c6 tinh B qua Giang Sinh khong nhi?

Lic md cira ra, Thé Van thong thé phao nhe nhdm, béi vi céin phong khong qué 1on x9n, it nhét ¢6 thé tmg phé dé tiép khéch dén thiim. C6 dem khiin
tam hoi sang tién tay dét trén sofa treo vao phong tam, bat dau bat bép dun nude.

“Cau biét khong,” Lurong Kién Phi nhin xung quanh, “Hién tai t& dang lam viéc ¢ Thailand.”
“A,” Thé Van dirng mjt chit, “Dao ndy tinh hinh bén do rit nguy hiém.”

“Hoi Théng tam Théng chin thi c6 mdt chit, by gidr on rdi, nhung chd t6 im viéc khong phéi & Bangkok, dudng nhur ngoi thii d6 ra thi Thailand vén &
mdt quoc gia nhan nhd, khdng khac trude chit nao.”

“Pling 11, ¢ vira pha tra vira nhé toi diéu mubn hoi, “Néu ciu im viée & Thailand thi Tri Thiéu Vi tinh sa0?”
Lurong Kién Phi cuoi diu dang: “Bon t6 Iy hon roi.”
Thé Van kinh ngac nhin ¢ ban cil, trong khoang thdi gian ngin ¢ chiit ngo ngac, khong biét nén néi gi mai tot.

“Rét giat minh phai khong,” Lwong Kién Phi nhin vai, “Liic du chinh t6 ciing théy sbc mdt chut, nhung bay gio hinh nhur cam thiy. ..d6 nén 1a sy Iya
chon cua t6.”

Thé Vén bung tra da pha xong dén truée mit Lirong Kién Phi, ¢6 rat mudn hoi tai sao ly hon, nhung 10i dén bén miéng lai nudt tro v&, boi vi ddi véi
chuyén chia tay, ai cling c6 du loai ly do, ngurdi khac hoan toan khong hiéu duge, ciing khong can thict phai hiu.

“La béi vi,” Lirong Kién Phi t6 vé binh finh, nhur 1 ké chuyén ciia ngudi khéc, “Anh ta rét king nhing, luon chu toan giita t6 v nhitng ngwdi phu nit
khac. . .t& rdt cude khong thé nao chiu dung duoc nira.”

Thé Van mim cuoi bat déc di, ny cudi nay khong phai cham biémy, ciing khong phéi thirong hai, chi 1 bat déc di thudn iy, Lirong Kién Phi nhit dinh ¢6
thé hiéu dugc nu cudi ndy, boi vi trén mit ¢6 ciing mang theo mot chit bat diic di. Mic di sau khi trai qua dau kh thi chinh 13 s té dai binh than, nhung
di sao d6 ciing 14 ndi dau don siu séc trong dng mdt ngudi phy nit, cho di turong lai 6 mdt ngdy ¢6 Ay tim duge hanh phiic khéc, nhitng ndi dau nay
van s& khic vao mot ngd ngach nao do.

“Thoi, néi chuyén cta cdu di.”” Luong Kién Phi n6i.

“T6? Hién tai t& lam viéc tai mot thur yién gﬁn day, nham chan nhung nhan nha, trai qua cudc séng don gian.” Thé Van ngéi trén sofa, mdt tay dat trén
cho tua hung, nhin k¥ c6 gai trude miat —— hodc 1a ndi, phu nit.

Diing vdy, cac ¢o da hai muroi tam tudi roi, khong thé goi i ¢ gai duoc nita.
“Cau c6 ban trai khong?” Luong Kién Phi ludn rit truc ﬁép.

“Khong c6.” C6 mim cudi phi nhén.

“Sao lai thé chir!” Dbi phurong nhur 1 khong tin,

“That m.” C gt dau.

“Khong ai theo dudi cau u?”

Thé Van nghiéng dau suy nghii: “C6 1§ ¢6, nhung ma t& chéing nhé nita.”

“O....n6i m6i phc’r, theo t& dugc biét, Thach Thy Than cting con doc than déy.” Luc Luong Kién Phi cudi rd 1en, trén khudn miit ¢6 hai duong Iom xuéng
dai ménh, Thé Van khong bict nén goi I3 gi, ching I§ cling loai voi ma laim dong tién sao?

C6 lap tire xua tay: “Lam on, bon t& chi 1a ban thin ma thoi.”
“0? Nhung hinh nhur t6 nhé Thé Phén timg ndi voi t6 anh ta ¢6 y voi cau...”

Noi xong cau d6 hai nguoi déu ngAn ngo, cai ngudi ma cac cd kiéng dé ngay tir dau khong nhic t6i, 6t cude xudt hién mot cach i nhién nhur vy,
khong hé du doan trude.

Diing vy, Thé Phén. . .da au r6i c6 Ay khong xuét hién trong cude sdng ciia céc c¢d. Trong khi ¢b Ay ra di, ¢6 & ndo ciing mang theo thir gi khong?
Luong Kién Phi mim mdi: “Té xin 16i, t& khong ¢d y...”

“Khong sao.” Thé Van mim cudi ngin Kién Phi xin 181, trén thuc té, ¢o hoan toan khong can 10i xin I0i.



“Vira 10 liic nhin thiy cau, t6 thdm chi tréng nhdm coi ciu la cau dy, lic d6 t6 méi biét, minh nhé ciu dy bao nhiéu.” Lurong Kién Phi diia nghich ngon
tay minh, tyra nhur mdt ¢6 gai mdi murdi miy tuoi.

“Dling viy,” Thé Van hit sdu mot hoi, “C6 d6i khi xoay nguwoi lai, hinh nhu chi 4y dimg ¢ déng sau t6...”

C6 khong nhé da bao lu rdi chura ké vé chi véi nguoi khéc, ¢6 1, rét lu rét lu rdi. Bay niim & London, chi khi t6t nghip c6 mdi trd vé mot fan, sau do
déu 1a me sang tham cd, me uoén ¢d y vo tinh nhac téi Theé Phan, giong nhu 14 ¢d con gai 16n van chua mat, chi la tam thoi di xa thoi.

“Hoi tét t6 v& nha c6 di tham md cau dy.” Lwong Kién Phi ubng mdt ngum tra, than nhién noi.

“Thé 4, camon.”

“Néu cau 4y chwra qua doi, cdu doan xem trong hai cau ai 1 nguoi két hon trudc?”

Thé Van giat minh mo to mét, c6 nghi nghi: “Chéic 1a chj dy roi... Chi 4y chit dong, tich cuc nhu vay.”

“Cau biét khong,” Luong Kién Phi ding giong diéu binh than néi, “Té va Lam Bao Thuyc timg nghi ngd cau dy dang yéu, nhung cudi cing nghi vén nay
tré thanh 4n s vinh vién khong giai dugc. ..”

Thé Van curdi mot c4i, khong ndi gi, mdi mdt an s durge sinh ra khi moi ngudi ra di, c6 ciing thuong thudng suy nghi, néu Thé Phan con song, chi ay s&
thé ndo, cac co sé ra sao. ..

Nhung day 1 mot 4n s, mot an sb vinh vién khong giai dugc. Boi vi Thé Phan da chét, rdt cude khong thé quay lai nita ma céch xa co.

Budi t6i dém binh an d6 1 budi t6i vui vé nhét ké tir khi Thé Van dén London, ¢6 va Lirong Kién Phi tan giu rét chuyén ctia trde kia, vé cude sdng
trrong hoc, vé ban hoc, vé may nam nay, duong nhién con c6 Theé Phan. Co khQng hi€u chinh minh, nhung c6 thé binh than n6i chuyén vé The Phéan,
méc du ban dau moi lan ndi téi dé tai nay c6 luon khong kiém ché duge ma run ray.

Bit du tir khi ndo, ¢o da thay ddi, ngay ca ban thin c6 ciiing cam thiy c6 chit. . .xa la?

Trude khi di, Thé Van tén Lwong Kién Phi xubng dudi liu dén xe taxi, dimg dudi dén dudng ¢ goc tudng, Luong Kién Phi nhin 6, ny cuoi trén mit
thén thit nhur vay.

“Thé Vén, homnay gip duoc cau thit su tt qua...”

[T 1]

Luong Kién Phi nghen ngao, nhung van turoi cuoi: “Hom nay t6 bdng nhién céam thiy, méic du Thé Phén di roi, nhung ciu vin ¢ day  t6t roi. Bon t6
déu p}]éli chap nhén sy that nay, sau d6 vui vé song ti€p, boi vi cdu ay 1a ngudi ¢o tinh cach ¢di md, nhiét tinh. .. Cau ay nhat dinh cling hy vong bon minh
¢6 thé song tt.”

Mit Thé Vén ngén 16, ¢6 khong n6i thém 1vi ndo, chi mim cudi git dau, vay tay, nhin Lurong Kién Phi ngdi trén xe taxi, trong thiy bong déng miu vang
101 khéi tam nt co.

Boi cho moi thir khdi phuc lai vé yén binh ctia trude kia, ¢6 mdi phat hién, ngay ca cau “tam biét” minh ciing chura kip noi.
Nhung ¢6 mim cuoi suy nghi, ¢6 quan hé gi chir, céc c6 nhit dinh s& gip lai nhau thoi.
Khoéng phai sao?

“Cho nén, giip kai ban cil ctia chi géi | nguyén nhan khién ¢6 ha quyét tim trd vé sao?” Tuong Béch Ligt hai tay 6m dAu twa trén hung gh€, séc it tha
16ng nhin Thé Vén,

Thé Van nghiéng dau suy nghi: “Coi nhur 12 vay di, t6i chi . . .tir sau khi nhin thiy c6 4y, bdng nhién rét muén gap lai nhitng nguoi khac. Rét mong
muon. . Jamnhu vay.”

Tuédng Bach Ligt cudi 16 1én, khong biét 1 cudi ¢ ngy tho, hay 1 cudi ¢o tinh tinh thay dbi thit throng

“C6 I8 trude khi gip cd dy, ti gan nhur ngiin céch véi cude song trude ki, 10 chi mubn quén di chinh minh lic dau, trai qua mot cude song. .. don gian
khac, cho nén t6i yén long trai qua cude song nhur vay.” C6 ndi, giong nhu nhan vat chinh trong cau nay khong phai Ia ¢d, ma 1a nhiing ngudi khac.

“Nhung sau khi gap ¢ 4y, bong nhién goi lai nhitng hodi ni¢m vé tinh thén, tinh ban, va qué khir ctia 6, nhitng hodi niém m ¢6 mudn che giu cir thé
thinh finh bi dao bai én.” Tuong Bach Liét ti€ép 10i co, phén tich.

“C6 I8 vay,” Thé Van cudi khd, “C6 18 t61 bdng nhién y thire duge chinh minh thay d6i, hodc 1 noi. . .t6i mudn thay d6i”

“Dicu ndy rat tot.”” Anh ta chot noi.



... C6 nhin anh ta, n6i khong ra Ioi.
“Sy thay d6i nay rét tbt.”
6“?’?

“Chéng & ¢6 khong cam thiy sao, ¢b va tat ca moi nguoi quan tim yéu thuong Thé Phén, bat dau tir gidy phit ¢ 4y ra di, d6i véi cac ngudi mi ndi, thoi
gian d ngimg lai.” Biéu tinh trén mit anh ta 4m ap nhu vay, vo tinh khién ngudi ta cam thiy yén binh.

[T 1]

“Bit dau tir khoanh khic 4y, ¢o tir chbi truong thanh, co thé ¢6 phat trién nhung ndi tim van tri tré, ¢6 van ki mdt ¢ gai m6i dau hai muroi, vinh vién

du*ng tai thoi khéic Thé Phan con song, C6 I d6i voi nhitng ngudi khac ma ndi, nhur ]a nhitng nguoi ban ctia Thé Phan ma 6 da ké, bon ho ciing nhur
thé. Mdi ngy trai dit déu dang chuyén dong, nhung thoi gian ctia cic ngudi, vinh vién dimg lai tai thoi khic dau dén do, lam thé ndo ciing khong chiu
dudi kip budc chan ciia nhimg nguoi khac.”

C6 n6i khong ra 1i, ¢6 1& Tuong Bach Liét néi ding, C6 18, khi gip phai dau khd va da kich, c6 da déng lai canh cira trai tim, khong bao gio mudn mo
rong ra nira.

“Nhung ma, ban cia Thé Phén ndi ding, cho dii ¢6 iy khong con, ¢6 by cting hy vong moi nguoi s¢ song tot, nhét 1 co. Toi nghi, ndi i khong chimg chinh
¢ ay hy vong nhur vy, hy vong cac ngudi cd thé thay co dy cudi, thay ¢6 ay khoc, thay 6 dy yéu thuong, quan trong nhat la, thay c0 y truong thanh.
Vi vdy c6 phat hién chinh minh thay doi, hoac 16}, ¢0 cam théy minh khao khat sy thay 6i, diéu do rat tot, vo ciing tit.” Tudong Bach Liét khong ngdi
lwoi nhac nhur trude nita, mé 1 hai khuyu tay chong trén mit ban, nhu I ¢ vii cho Thé Van.

“That sa0?” C6 cudi khd, nhung ny cudi ndy ciing khong dau khd nhur vay.

“That m.” Anh ta git dau, khing dinh.

“Thé thi...” C 16 ra nu cudi don thun, “T6i yén tAm roi.” Chwong 5.2

L& Quic Khanh nim nay van long trong nhur trurde, tai nhiing nga tur duong chi yéu trong thanh phd déu giing dén két hoa hai | bén, khong khi vui mimng
khong thua gi néim moi. Thé Van nhé t6i 18 kyniém 50 nim Qubc Khanh, ciing long trong nhur vy, nhung nhoéng cai dd qua rt nhiéu nim, canh tuong
lic Ay tré' nén mo hd, ¢6 chi con nhé ndm 4y 19 tudi tim tinh nhéy nhot mé ngdy tho.

Sang sémngay 1 Thang 10, The Van con dam chim trong gidc ngu, tiéng chudng cira chdi tai bdng nhién vang vong trong phong, c6 hoi mo mit ra,
khong mudn dé ¥, nhung cudi ciing van nén gian di mo cira.

“Aido...” C6 con budn ngy, tién dén mit meo trude cira.
“Toi ddy.” Khong doi ¢6 nhin r& rang, 4m thanh trim thip ctia Vién T6 Van tir ngoai cira truyén dén.

Thé Van lap tirc tinh tdo lai, m6 to hai mit, khi co quan sat tir trén xubng dudi mdt lan thi méi ddm xac dinh, nguoi dimg ngoai cira that 1a “sép méi” tinh
tinh xau xa cua co.

“Sao anh lai t6i ddy. ..”” Co thé dang boc chin ctia c6 chot cimg ngic.
“M6 cira trude di.” Nguoi ngoai cira hinh nhur khong ¢6 kién nhan,
C6 chan cho chde Iat, 16t cude mo ra mdt khe ho, tir bén trong nhin ra xung quanh bén ngoai.

Vién T Van khong chit khach khi ddy vao, ¢6 1an cira déu bi nguoi ta ddy di, canh clra md ra ndm trén tudng, con ¢d thi ngdl xubng dét, nhe ring tron
it xoa céanh tay bi bong,

Vién T Van voi vang budng d trong tay, ngdi xdm bén canh ¢d, nang c6 dimg ddy: “Nay, em khong sao chi...”
“Anh néi dil” Thé Van tirc gian trimg anh.

“Biét trimg ti c6 nghiia i khong sao.” Vién T6 Van thiy c¢6 dimg viing vang, anh quay tr¢ lai dong cira, 10i cam tét ca do dac trén it dat vao phong
bép, thir nén ra dong thi ra dong, thir nén dat trong t lanh thi dit vao day.

“0...” C6 bdng nhién kinh ngac nhin anh, “Anh quen tay nhi, t6i con nghi ng anh khong phai thira dip t6i ving nha ma kén qua déy chir.”
Vién T6 Vén khong dé bung nhin vai, tiép tuc dong tic trén tay: “B9 tri ctia phong em gidng y nhur ciin hd ctia Hang Ty ¢ ting trén. ..
Théy c6 ngd ra khong phan bac lai duoc, anh bd sung mdt cau: “Khong phai sao.”

C6 cao toc khong biét nén ndi gi, anh va Hang Ty tuy ring khong cling Iop, nhung trrde kia ho déu ¢ trong doi bong rd, cho nén tinh cam ciing tot



lam. .. Nhung diéu niy khong phai i trong diémma c6 muén n6i, trong diém 1: “Anh t6i nha t6i lam gi?””

Anh 16 ra ny cudi xAu xa: “Toi t6i bao an.”

May tiéng sau, Thé Van méi biét dugc, bao 4n ma anh néi chi a ndu mot bira com

“P6 an thé nay. . .anh mudn kira bip qua cira sa0?” C6 nhin thirc an trén ban, nhin thé ndo ciing thiy c6 vé suy dinh dudng, c6 nhiu may t6 vé hoanh hoe.
“Mdi em dn trude rdi hily binh luan sau.” Anh ngdi d6i dién, ung dung than nhién.

.....

Buoc 101, hinh nhur day 1a su lga chon duy nlk:“it ctia ¢0, vi thé ¢d cérp dtia gép mot miéng carigadua dénbén miéng, that bét ngo tAt c4 mii vi ca ri déu
nam trong thit ga, c6 vira nhai, vira tinh nén bat bé ra sao, nhung cudi cliing van bo cudc.

“Ciing khong t& nhi.” Tién sinh tinh c4ch xAu xa hinh nhur rét c6 tuy tin.

'[hé Van nubt )méng miéng thit g, c6 dau moi khong tra 104, sau d6 chuyén sang tin cong dia thit xé soi hirong ca bén canh. Dang so 1, mii vi ciing ngon
lam. . .thdm chi I3, rat ngon.

“Nhur vy. ..”” Nira tiéng sau, khi Thé Van thay bung minh no ciing, ¢ cén ring khong tinh nguyén n6i, “Anh bao an thanh cong roi.”
Vién T6 Van ¢ ddi dién lai phan dbi nhin vai: “Khong ngd em d& dang thoa mén nhur vy, trén th t&. . .hanh dong bao an ctia toi con chua bét dau.”
Thé Vén kinh ngac nhin anh, trong long nay sinh hoang so: “Ac khong. . thé ndy duoc 16i...”

Anh dimg dy bét dAu thu don chén bat, d6 con an duge bo vao ti lanh, nhimg thir khac thi dat trong bon rira ngim nudc, tt ca déu gon gang ngin
nap.

Thé Vén biu mbi: “Khong ngd. . .anh con rt gioi giang.”

Anh nghe ¢6 ni vay, bdng nhién quay dau nhin ¢6, trong 4nh niit lai mang theo chit y sic duc.

“Anh dimg hiéu Am. ..” C6 bbi r6i voi vang xua tay, “Toi khong ¢ y gi khac...”

Anh di vé phia ¢, kéo canh tay phai khong bi thiong ctia ¢6, di thing vé phia phong ngu.

“Nay! Anh...” Sau khi bi ném én giurdng, Thé Van hoang so tron to hai mét, nhin thiy anh céi 4o khoac bén ngoai, di ra rdi xach mot tii d6 quay trds vé.
Anh ngdi x6m trude mit ¢d, kéo qua canh tay bi thurong ctia ¢, bt dau thao bang gac.

Thét ra bang gac nay ¢ da thay tdi qua trurde khi ngii, nhung nhin anh thio ra nhanh nhen nhur vay, ¢6 khong Ién tiéng,

Tir trong tii anh lay ra thudc md, nghiém tiic m can than thoa lén chd cb bi bong, ky that da do hon nhiéu rdi, chi con nhin thdy mdt mang méu d6 thoi.
Liic thoa thuoc, mit may anh nhin nhé céng thang, twa nhu lan trude ¢6 nhd nham gid hop, 1am hai anh bi 6ng chil nting md mot tran.

“Pugc, duoc rdi....” Thé Van khong duoc tur nhién ndi, “Toi twr am duogc.”

Vién T6 Van ctii dau, tiép tuc dong tac, khong ndi gi ca.

“Nay, anh c6 nghe t6i n6i khong ha —— ah. ..” C6 di chuyén canh tay, két qua dan t6i dau dén, khong khoi hit mdt hoi.
Anh ngéing d4u nhin ¢, trong mét c6 mot chit bit déc di: “Emnhét dinh phai dbi nghich vi toi sao.”

“...” C6 nhin anh thoa thudc xong, quén bang gac, khong biét nén ndi gi.

“Puoc rd,” anh nhe giong, “Bao an chdmdat.”

Thé Van thé dai, nghi thim ciing may anh khong imra chuyén g “ky quar”.

“Vi sa0 t6i cam thy tiéng th' dai niy ctia em gidng nhur rat mat mat,” tinh tinh x4u xa ctia anh lai bat dau phat tac, “Chang I8, em muén thir khac. ..”
“Tuyét d6i khong c6.” C6 tra 101 nhur dinh dong cot.

Anh ngdi x6m trude mit ¢6, hoi ddm chiéu nhin ¢6, 1 4nh mét hur v6 md mit, khong giéng nhur anh e binh thuong, nhur B mubn xuyén qua ¢o nhin thiy
mot thir gi do.

Chudng cira bng nhién vang Ién, hai ngudi von ngo ngac ddi dién nhau déu cting hoang so, Vién T6 Van hoi mit ti nhién ma ho nhe mdt tiéng, anh



durng Ién ra hiéu c6 di mo cira.

Thé Van doan 1a Tir Miic, c6 lién chay t6i md cira, nhung ngudi dimg trude cira khong phai Tir Mic ma | mdt ngudi ¢6 khong ngd toi

“Hi....” Shc miit Thach Thy Thin ciing rit mét ty nhién, tir sau budi ti ciia my tudn trude, bon ho chura timg giip lai, ciing khong lién lac véi nhau.
Thé Van suy nghi lac quan, qua mdt thoi gian thi s& n, nhung lic ndy bdng nhién tréng thiy anh ta, c6 lai khong biét im sao.

“Gan day cau. . khoe khong. ..” Thiy c6 khong néi gi, Thach Thy Than dinh pha v syt tram king,

“A, u...” Co no ny cudi trir ciing ngafc, khodng dugc ty nhién dong canh tay mot chut.

“Cau sao thé?”” Anh ta hoang hdt nhin thiy canh tay ¢6 quAn bang gac.

“Khong c6 viée g, chi a bi bong chit thi. ..” C6 cang mit tur nhién hon.

“Sao lai thanh nhur vay?” Trén mit Thach Thy Than hr6t qua mot tia dau don.

... Thé Van do du khong biét nén tri 10 ra sao, gita c6 va Thach Thy Than, Vién T6 Van nhw B mot dé tai cam ky, mdi an nhéc t6i tén anh, Thach
Thu Than Iudn muon noi lai thoi.

Nhung ngay lic ¢ dang nghii nén Ay c6 gi thi Am thanh trim thép ctia Vién TS Van chot vang Ién tir phia sau hrng ¢6: “La vi muén ciru toi.”

Khi Thach Thy Than trong thy Vién T6 Van, sic mit anh ta chi c6 thé ding kinh ngac dé hinh dung, nhung qua vai gifly ngin ngtii, anh ta bong trg nén
binh tinh, binh tinh mdt cach la thuong, giong nhu bat ctr chuyén gi cling khong theé nao dao dong anh ta.

“T6. . .di trude.” Sau thoi gian dai im king gurong gao, Thach Thy Thian néi trude, “Cau cé ranh thi goi cho 6, 16 ¢6 1oi mudn ndi véi cau.”

No6i xong, anh ta 10 ra ny cuoi diu dang cta thuong ngay, nhung bén trong ny cuoi ay mang theo chut lanh liing i Thé Vén cam thiy xa la. Nhur thé
ngudi dan ong trurde mit chi ¢ khubn mit gidng Thach Thu Than, nhung trén thuc té anh ta khong phai Thach Thy Than.

Anh ta xoay ngudi di vo thang may, khoanh khic cénh cira dong lai, Thé Van c6 ndi xung dong mubn goi anh ta lai. Nhung c6 chi hoi hé mi¢ng, chéing
thot ra duoc tiéng nao —— sau khi goi anh ta lai thi c6 nén lam nhiing gi?

Khong biét, ¢6 that sur khong biét, c6 1& ¢6 chi mudn thanh khin n6i mdt tiéng xin 16i v6i anh ta.
D6 12 101 xin 16 mé ¢6 da ng anh ta tir rat lAu rat iu trudc kia.
“Nhit thiét dtmg ndi xin 16i voi anh ta.” Am thanh ctia Vién T6 Vén bdng nhién lanh King truyén dén tir trén dinh d4u co.

“Anh ta 12 mdt nguoi c6 long tr trong rat cao, tir chdi anh ta t5t nhét 1 khong im gi ca, chi can Fic dau i duoc. Ngudi nhu thé thir ghét nhét khong phai
1a bi tir chdi, ma I3 sy thwong hai ctia nguoi khac.”

Thé Van déng ctra lai, vira dinh thoat khoi pham vi hoi thd ctia anh, vira néi: “Toi tir chdi anh Ay hay khong ching ¢6 lién quan gi dén anh.”
“Sao lai khong lién quan dén t6i?”” Anh giir chit co, ép c6 dén goc turong phia sau cira.

“...” C6 so hai mo to mit, khong dam én tiéng,

“Em khong phai dang theo dudi ti sa0?” Liic anh n6i chuyén, mit khong doi sic tim khong dap manh.

“Liic & trong bénh vién, em da thira nhan v6i y ta rdi ma, tuong ring t6i khong nghe duoc w2’ Anh mim cudi, nhay nt.

Thé Van trimg it nhin anh, nghién réing nghién loi noi: “Vién T Van, ti tht hdi han, tai sao lai gitp anh trénh tai hoa ny, t0i nén cho anh bi bong
chét!”

Anh van mim cuoi, nhin vai: “Céi nay goi B ‘doc nhat 1 long da dan ba’ sao?”
N6i xong, khong doi ¢ phan bac, anh da xoay nguoi di vao phong bép rira chén.
Ca ky nghi Qubc Khanh, Thé Vén déu & trong nha, Tir Miic miy hom trude di cing Hang Ty ra ngoai du lich, me cing ba ngoai vé qué, ngay ca

Tuong Bach Liét cling It lai cude hen trude véi ¢d, ndi la ¢ ban tir Pai Loan dén Thuong Hai choi, vé phﬁn Thach Thu Thén. .. C6 vAn khong thé ]éy
diing khi di tim anh ta.



Vi thé ky nghi dai han von vui vé, nhung Thé Van lai rau 11 khéng vui. Hon nita, sau ngiy hom kia ngay ca tén Vién T6 Van xAu xa ciing bién mt.
Oh! C6 gd dau minh, vi sao lai nhé t6i Vién T6 Van chi?!
Ngiy nghi cubi cling, ¢6 mdt minh dén bénh vién tai khim, bac sinéi trén co ban da khong c6 gi dang ngai, nhung van phai thoa thude m hang ngy.

Trd vé dudi Ju khu chung cur, Thé Van quyét dinh dén cira hing tién loi mua cht mi an ién va dd an vat, ngay Théng & mdt minh, e ring ddy 14 nhiing
thir can thiét.

Vira vao trong ctra hang, c6 ngudi chao héi ¢d, c¢d nhin k¥, lai 1a Hang Phong,

“Chao anh.” C6 mim cuoi, doan réng anh ti tim Hang Tuy.

“Em....sao vay.” Hang Phong chi canh tay c6 quén bing gac hoi mong

“Bi phong thoi a.” C6 curdi xau ho.

Anh khong hoi nguyén nhan, chi 1 gat dau, rdi xach hai tiii ca phé va bia da tra tién xong: “Vira lic, ¢6 d6 cho em”
o

Thé Van di theo anh dén bén canh mdt chiéc xe viét da dau trude cira hang, ¢d nhd t6i vy tai nan xe ¢d vao hai Thang trude, beén hdi: “Xe stra xong roi
u?”’

Hang Phong cudi khd gat dau: “Em ciing biét chuyén dién 16 cta hai dira kia sa0?”

“Elalac éy em cling dién 10 v&i bon ho, mic du a do embi ¢ép budc.”

Hang Phong m& ¢bp xe, dem dd vira mua bo vao trong, sau dé cAm méy quyén séch dura t6i trude mét ¢d: “Loai sach “sic bén” ma em can day.”
“A...” Thé Van ngo ngéc nhin anh, khong ngd anh vAn con nhé, bdng nhién ¢6 ¢ chit xau hd ngrrong nging.

“Anh chuén bj trong xe rit nhiéu,” am thanh néi chuyén ciia anh trong than thiét mang theo chit tréu choc, “La dé g phé véi fan nhu em.”

C5 bat cudi, anh thrdng xuyén c6 thé im tiéu tan xdu hd ctia ngudi khac dé vay u?

“Hang dai ca,” c6 goi anh nhur thé, 1 boi vi anh tht su giéng moOt ngudi anh ca co tri, “Emco thé hoi anh mdt vin dé khong?”

“Néu em thich, ¢6 thé. Nhung anh luon c6 4o gidc minh B nam chinh trong loai sach vo thuét.”

Thé Van khong dé tam hoi tiép: “Tai sao lin dAu tién khi anh nhin thiy em, anh di khing dinh ching ta khong phai  tuyp ngudi ctia dbi phurong chir?”
C6 chi la. . .mubn biét dap an thoi.

“Bi vi, 6 & chiing ta tan thudng tinh cach ctia dbi phurong, nhung khong thé ndo hip din Ein nhau,” anh dimg mdt chit, khong chor ¢d hoi tiép, “Hap
dan 2 mdt van d¢ rat phirc tap, nhung n6i don gidn, chinh I3 chiing ta khong c6 loai khat vong bire thiét muon biet doi phuong 1a loai nguoi the nao, hoac

n6i thong thurong mot chit, d6 | mot loai hiéu ky, ong hiu ky cla mdt nguoi ddi voi mot ngudi khéc nhung anh cam thiy giita ching ta khong c6
loai hi¢u ky ndy, chi don gian vy thoi.”

Thé Vén ¢6 cam gidc do khoe dé cudi bai tran: “Nhung em ciing ¢6 1ong hiéu ky ddi voi anh n. ..

“Thé u,” anh cudird en, van rit than thiét, “Long hiéu ky ctia em dya vao anh la nha van tiéu thuyét trinh thAm, n6i cach khac, em cémthz‘iy 10 mo vé
cudc song cuia nha van tiéu thuyet trinh tham thoi, néu anh khéng phai thi sao, anh chi [a mdt vién chirc binh thirong, em con cam thay to mo vé anh
khong?”

Thé Van nghii nghii, 16t cude dau hang Fic dau.

“Em gdi &, anh B mOt ngudi dan ong déng so, tt nhét dimg néy sinh long hiéu ky d6i v6i anh.” Anh ra vé F mdt nguoi dan ong tot, nhumg i n6i i |
ctia nguoi dan 6ng xau xa.

Cb chi danh bt cuoi dong y: “Vay duoc roi.”
C6 I d6i khi tira nhur 161 Hang Phong, c6 phéi a tuyp nguoi ctia nhau hay khong, liéc méit mdt céi c6 thé dinh thing bai ngay.
“Anh dén tim Hang Tir sa0?” C6 hoi.

Hang Phong gat dau, nhin dong hd: “Xem nhur 1 thé, nhung hai dira mudn qua, bay gio anh ¢6 viée phai di.”



“Vay. . .tambiét.”
Thé Van nhin nguoi dan 6ng thil vi ndy Ién xe, anh ha cira kinh xe, vay tay mim curodi ndi tam biét.

Néu, chi & néu, tréi tim ¢0 trong rdng, thé thi c6 thé cam thiy himg thit voi Hang Phong khong? Khong phii  logi himg thi cita dc gid ddi vdi téc gi,
ma 13 mdt ngudi phu nit d6i voi mdt ngudi dan dng,

C6 & véy, biét dau déu c6 thé, chang qua doi khi trén thé gii ndy, khong hé c6 ¢6 .

Ngay dau tién am viéc sau ky nghi dai han, Thé Van ddy sém hon binh thuong 15 phit, nhung vi ket xe suyt nira la dén muon. Trén duong tir ban tiép
tan di vao van phong, ¢6 cam thay anh it moi ngudi nhin ¢d déu mang theo chut kinh né, Carol tir xa nhin thiy c6 lién kéu to: “Su tich anh diiing ctru
chii ciia ¢6 d3 truyén khiip noi, vét thuong knh rdi chir, t6i da hoi phong nhan sur, c6 thé duoc tinh tai nan lao dong.”

Thé Van cudi kho mot chit, ¢6 d tro thanh nhan vt anh hing, nhung moi nguroi khong biét, ¢6 khong phéi tht sy ¢6 ong tot di ctru Vien T6 Van, chi
1a khdng mudn boi vi tro dua dai ctia minh ma hai anh thoi.

Céc dong nghiép trong b mdn dii ¢6 quen hay khong déu chit dong chao hoi co, co I& day la daingd danh cho nhan vat trong tim cha dé, nhung ¢6
khong phén biét 16 rang viéc trd thanh nhan vat trong tm chi dé a may nin. . .hay 1a bat hanh?

Nhung séng hom nay Vién T6 Vén khong vio cong ty, ciing khong goi dién ban giao vai ¢d, nhur 1 bde hoi khoi nhan gian rdi, vi thé dén gio an trura,
Thé Van hen di an cting Carol.

“Nay,” Carol vira gam duii gi vira n6i, “That khong ngd binh thuong c6 im hoi king tiéng, nguoc lai rat ding cam.”
Thé Vén cudi hai tiéng gurong gao, khong mudn giai thich nhiéu.
“Chd bi thirong con dau khong?”’

“Khong nghiém trong nhu moi nguoi twong twong dau.” Thé Vén méic 40 so mi tay tring, 40 khodc choang Ién vai, bang gac gi d6 da duogc ¢ thao ra
10i, chi i chd bi bong phéi thoa thude mdi ngay.

“haiz. ..nhung tht dung 1 khong thé trdng twong do. ..~ Carol vd cing cam khai noi.
“¥” Thé Van nhiu méy, khong biét vi sao Carol mudn ndi vay, khong phai  giip Vién T6 Van chén tich mude thdi sao, dau dén ndi nhur vay.

“Nay,” Carol chot sap lai gan, sdc nit than bi, “C rdt cude thich quan 1y Vién diém ndo nhét, in trude gip b trong thang méy, ¢6 con ndi anh ta rat
hung dir ma.”

“Ha?” C6 mo to mit, cam thiy hinh nhu minh va Carol khéng & cting mot thé gioi.

“Ha céi g, tAt ca moi nguoi déu biét hét roi.”

“Biét, biét cai gi...” Co 6 du cam ching lanh.

“Chuyén c6 dang theo dudi quan Iy Vién.” Carol néi xong, cudi nguong nging, giéng nhur hién tai nguoi dang theo dudi i ¢6 ta.

“Cb, c6 ndi cai gi? Toi theo dudi tén kia ic ndo. ..” Thé Van thiy minh hét duwong chdi ci.

“Co dung méc ¢ ma,” Carol huo tay cudi hi hi, vé myit hao phong no6i, “Lan trude khi két thic cude hop, my quan Iy cap cao dang thao luan chuyén
ndy, sép toi hoi quan Iy Vién “thu ky ctia anh 6t v6i anh nhur vay, khong phai dang theo dudi anh chir’, quan Iy Vién lai cudi rét mip mo, tuy rang anh ta
khong n6i gi, nhung ching t6i déu doan duoc y tir trong do. .

“Huh...” Trong du c0 tur bay ra canh niy, hinh dung bi¢u tinh cudi nhu khong cudi ctia Vién T6 Van, néu ddi lai B ¢ thi ciing & gidng nhu ngudi khéc
hiéu cau tra 101 cua anh Ia nhu vdy —— nhung ma, cai tén Vién To6 Van kho ua kia tai sao phai lam nhu vy, anh biét 1 c6 khong phai dang theo duoi
anh!

Nhur vay. . .day nhit dinh 1 trd dua dai xAu xa nhét ciia anh?

Thé Van bdng dung dig Ién, ding Am thanh trim thip ma rét khing dinh néi: “Mic ké moi ngudi tin hay khong, t6i tuyét ddi khong ¢6 theo dudi anh
ta,”

N6i xong, ¢6 cam lon tra sita lanh con chua udng hét, chi dé lai Carol dang kinh ngac, ching biét co nén nghiém tic suy nghi thue hu vé 161 n6i ctia ¢o
hay khong,

Cb vira di vira Ay ra di dong, sau d6 bim vao mot day s, 4n nit goi. MOt lat sau, am thanh mét moi ctia Vién T6 Van vang lén & ddu day bén kia: “A
1677

“Vién T6 Van, sau ndy anh t6t nht b6t gay chuyén di, bang khong t6i khong bao dam minh s& imra chuyén xau xa nhu anh dau!”



Thé Van néi hét mdt hoi, sau do khép manh di ddng lai, buc doc trong léng nguc duong nhu voi di rAt nhiéu.

Cing ltic d6, Vién T Van & dau ddy bén kia dang bi dm dau tra tin chi ¢6 thé ngo ngic nhin di dong ctia minh, trong thoi gian ngfin n6i khong ra 1oi. ..
Chiéu nay, Thé Van duoc ddng nghiép ciing bd mdn cho biét, Vién T6 Van bi bénh, bénh thét sy nghiém trong.

“Bénh gi?”” C6 cam thiy trai tim nhur I mot nhip.

“Camcum.”

Hoa ra chila cam cim thoi a.

Thé Van cudi khd mdt chit, cho dir 1 ngudi xAu xa ¢& ndo ciing s& bi cam ctim nho nho danh nga.

Thoi gian lim viéc khong c6 Vién T6 Van bdng nhién tré nén thoai mai, ¢6 dén phong tra mrdc pha mdt tich ca phé, lic ubng moi nhé t6i canh tay minh
1a do thir nay lam phong, vi theé ¢ khong khéi tur gicu ma biu moi.

Vira dén gior tan s, cac dong nghiép ding gio rdi khoi, Thé Van thu don db dac xong, trrde khi di ¢6 nhin viin phong trdng tron ctia Vién TS Van, ¢6 di
qua do tat dén dong cira, trong long chot dang lén cam giac dau tranh vo c6.

C6 can. . di thim anh ta khong?

L4 nguoi ciing sdng mot minh, c6 ¢6 }hé hiéu doc khi ngd bénh, rét hy vong ¢ ngudi dén tham minh, ndu mdt bita comnéng hdi, khong cn son hao
hai vi, cho du chi la mdt chén chao trang hodc 13 mi Duong Xuan, ciling s€ sinh ra cam xtic hanh phiic thda méin tir day long,

C6 ra khoi cao b¢ van phong, hrdng I Ay ra di dong, tim day sb ¢ khong dat tén, rt cude van 4n xudng

“Al6?”

Am thanh ctia anh van mét moi, nhung hdi trra khi ¢6 tirc gian thi nghe ra ¢6 vé imbo, bay gior nghe lai thi cam thiy bénh thét syr rt ning,
“Anh...bi camha?” Co can moi.

“Um...”” Anh mang theo giong miii, 4m thanh c6 phén trdng rdng,

“Bay gty sao0 101...”

“_..”” Anh im king, khong tra 104, qua hdi lu sau m6i néi, “Em c6 t6i tham t6i khong?”

Thé Van d4u tranh mdt chit, cudi cling mim mbi n6i: “Téi chir. . .anh mudn in gi?”

Am thanh bi 6m & d4u ddy bén kia kh& cudi mot tiéng: “Em biét lam cai i thi &n cai ndy.”

C6 clip miy, tudng twong bd dang ngd bénh ciia dc ma Vién TO Van, ¢6 khong nhan ra khoe mi¢ng minh dang mim cudi.

The Van di siéu thi mua do, khi dén ctra nha Vién To Van thi da 1a bay rudi t1, cd bam chudng ctra, hdi lau sau moi c6 tiéng bude chan néng né chim
rdi dira mo cura.

Cira vira mo ra, ¢ khong khoi hoang sg.

Vién T6 Van boc kin trong chén, mai toc von gon gang lic nay da 16i b, réu ling phiing ddy cam, 4nh mét von kiéu ngao binh finh da tré' nén mé mang,
chi c6 nu cudi khd noi khoe miéng 1a khdng thay doi.

“Cubi cling em dén rdi,” anh mo cira, khong chao hoi ¢o, di sang sofa phong khach rdi ndm 1én d6, “T6i chét d6i rdi, mau am chit gi cho t6i an di.”
“0...” Néu da mang tAm trang hoi thim strc khoe bénh nhan ma dén, thé thi bi coi 1 bao mAu ciing khong phéi i chuyén qua dang.
Thé Van di vao trong, dong ctra lai, cAm dd dac vao phong bép i moy tirng caira, bay én ban, sau dé co bét dAu ndu nude, rira rau, x3t thit.

Doi khi am xong tit ¢4, ¢0 quay ngwoi lai, trong théyy Vién To Van dang ngdi d6 chim diéu thude. C6 di qua doat Ay diéu thubc trong mi¢ng anh, ném
vao gat tan: “Nguoi bi 6m tot nhat an phin mdt chit.”

“Nhung thinh thoang hit mot diéu ciing khéng sao ma. ..” Anh ngd vao sofa, anh méit va miii nhin nhiu lai, giéng nhur rat dau khd, lai gidng nhu dang



nhdng nh&o.

Thé Van nhin gat tan trén ban, bén trong nhét ddy tan thudc, vi thé c6 tire gidn trimg niit nhin anh: “Day 1 thinh thoang hut mot diéu sao?”

Bénh nhan cudi nguong nging, ndi khdng ra 1oi.

C6 cam gat tan vao phong bép db ra, rira sach &, r0i dat trén cai gia hong kho.

Nude s6i, ¢d bd mi soi vao, lic ndy c6 hoi mo méng, vi sao minh phai & day Bm viée ndy. Nhung c6 biét, khong phai moi vin dé déu co dap an.

Béng nhién, ¢d nhu 1a cdm nhén duoc gi do, c¢d quay {Iﬁu nhin Vién T Vén dang nim trén sofa trong phong khach—— anh dang nhin c6, ngay ca doi
mit cling khong chdp cai ndo, khuon nit khdng ¢ bicu cam, nhung khoe miéng lai mang theo nu curdi —— d6 1a mdt ny cudi thda mén.

C06 voi vang quay giﬁu lai, lam nhu khong thiy g, tiép tuc ndu nuréng, cho rau, thit va gia vi vao ndi. Khong qua bao Jau, hai bat mi ndu xong, c6 can thin
bung Ién ban tra nam trude sofa phong khach, ¢d biu mdi véi bénh nhan.

“An nhanh di, nhung t6i khong biét mii vi thé nao dau.”

“O...” Anh nhan ly dilia trong tay c6, bung bat mi Ién, i &n nhur hd doi.

Thé Van nhin anh trude mit, khong khoi mim cuoi: “Da bao lau rdi anh chura an com?”

Vién T6 Van thira dip hip murde o noi: “Khoéng hai ngiy roi.”

C6 ngac nhién, von chi 3 mdt cau ndi dia, khong ngd anh thit sw d6i bung hai ngy, trong Iong c6 riu i vo cd.
“Bénh roi khong con hoi stre, hrdi di xubng mua do.”” Anh néi khong 16 rang,

C6 chi danh cudi khd, bung bét mi trude mét minh Ién an.

Vién T6 Van an rt nhanh, mi trong bat anh va mi con thira trong ndi chi chdc 14t sau anh ién dn sach, sau do6 anh t6 vé mong chd nhin c6, tyra nhu mot
cau bé con chura an no.

“Um...” C6 ling ting diit xudng cai bat trong tay, ¢6 chi moi an dugc mot phan nam, “Toi khong doi, anh an di.”

Cb day bat dén trude mat anh, anh nhin ¢6, rdi nhin cai bat trén ban, bdng nhién mim cudi ndi: “Ching ta cling nhau an nhé.”

Anh day bt ra giira, sau d6 t6i gan an miy diia, thiy Thé Van khong nhic nhich, anh ngim mi ngudc miit nhin ¢6: “Sao viy, dimg nguong nging.”
Nhung ma. . .dwong nhién s& ngwong nging ro. ..

Thé Van khé xir ho nhe mdt tiéng: “Toi that sy khong d6i bung. ..”

Trong phit chic anh it anh trd nén sic bén: “Thé thi. . .em mudn t6i dit em an ha?”

Thé Van ha miéng mudn n6i, cudi cling vin ngoan ngodn ngam miéng lai, ¢ tién dén gan, khong duoc ty nhién gip mdt miéng rau bo viao miéng,
Vién T6 Van miéng ngdm mi, cuoi nhur khong cuoi nhin ¢6, sau d6 lai an ngdn nghién.

“Cubi ciing. . .c6 chit cam gic an no....” nam phit sau, bénh nhan nim trén sofa, vé mit thoa nan,

Thé Vén hir mdt tiéng trong long, don tat ca chén bét vio trong bon rira, r6i bt dau rira sach.

Sau khi rira xong, c6 lau tay, suy nghii nén Iy c& gl dé tam biét, am thanh biéng nhéc ctia Vién T6 Vén tir sofa truyén t6i: “Toi muén an tho.”
Thé Van trimg mét liéc nhin anh, ¢6 Ay qua tdo trén khay trai ciy trén ban, rira mot trai rdi dura cho anh.

Anh ra vé vo toi, 4nh it ¢6 phan gian xao: “T6i thich 3n tao got vo.”

Thé Van hit sdu mt hoi, dén phong bép ly dao, bét dau got vo. Vién T6 Van ndy, tht ding lai. . .chéing khach khi chit nao!

C0 dura trdi tdo da got vo dén trude mit anh, nghi thim by gios anh khong con phén ddi nita chir, nhung tén bénh nhan nay, nam chinh hom nay lai nhiu
may, noi: “Toi chi &n to cat thanh ting miéng. ..”

“Nay!” C6 bao mau rot cude khong nhin dugc nira i Ién tiéng, “Anh dimg c6 qua dang!”

“Toi rat tham thurong. ..” Anh nhan nh6 myit may, nhur | b vét tr dit Fim, “Doi bung hai ngdy trdi, ca nguoi khong stre e, bay gior chi mubn an téo cit
thanh tirng miéng thoi. . .nhur vay rat qua dang sao?”



No6i xong, anh trung ra b mit dang thwong, c6 18 chi thiéu diéu kan 1on trén it dat thoi.
Thé Van cam chiu git dAu, gio tay dau hang, c6 cit tdo ra thanh timg miéng nho, rdi dua t6i tay anh.
Nhung doi ban tay kia lai khong dong day. C6 ngwde miit lén, anh hoi hé miéng, doi mét biéng nhéc na binh tinh nhin ¢6.

Cb bao méau kién tri gio tay Ién, cim miéng tio vao miii dao dua dén bén miéng 6ng chit, anh cin vao miéng, nhai rat tur nhién, phét ra 4m thanh lanh
lanh.

Thé Van kiém ché ndi xung dong mudn nhao qua bop cd Vién To Van, co khong ngimg got tho dua téi miéng anh, cho dén khi trai tio trong tay chi con
lai m{t ci hot o giira.

“T6i phai ubng thudc rdi.”” Bénh nhén lai ndm xudng sofa, cudn nguoi trong chan.

“Thube ¢ du...” C6 bat ddc di héi.

“O déau giurdng trong phong toi.”

C6 16t mdt ly nurde 4m dit trén ban, sau do ]ay thubc dat trén b tiéu thuyét trinh tham & du giwong sang day, dya vao chi dan c6 dua vién thube miu
xanh cho anh, bénh nhan bi quen chiéu hur nay van hé miéng, c6 chi danh vira hir lanh trong long vira dit anh udng thube, ubng nurde xong, sau dé co dyr
tinh nén rdi di thé ndo.

“Em c6 thé chd t6i ngli rdi hing di khong,” Tuy rang dy 1 cdu hoi, nhung mang theo giong diéu ra lénh.

“Toi lam sao biét chimg néo anh ngi, néu anh t6i muoi hai gy dém moi ng, chéing 1§ 101 phéi ¢ t6i lic d6 moi durge v& nha sao,” C6 hwdm anh, chot nho
i hai gio' sang vao mdt démnao d6 khong lu trude kia, hai nguot ho khong hiéu sao chang ngn duoc, cubdi cuing lai giri tin nhin cho nhau. . .tat ca deu
rat ky la.

C6 dimg 1én muén di, nhung bi anh ndm trén sofa tim Ry cb tay: “Toi ubng thude rdi, Bp tirc s& ngii ngay. ..”

C6 nhin anh, can nhéic moi khé néing, nhung cui cing vén bét déc dingdi trén thm thim trde sofa, trung ra khudn it lanh ling, nhu i dang ndi: xin
mau mot chitt, t6i dang chd anh ngu day.

Khoe miéng Vién T6 Van kéo ra mot nu cuoi: “Em c6 thé tit dén khong, néu khong toi s& khong nga duge.”

Thé Van bét dic di dimg ddy nhin cong tic trén tudng, ca phong khéch chim trong bong tbi, chi con lai ngon dén ban ky md trong goc.
“Lét nita néu em thiy t6i sdp ngu thi kéu t6i vao phong ngi.”

“Thé sao bay gio anh khong vao d6 ngi?” C6 trimg anh.

“Boi vi chi khi nim trén sofa toi moi budn ngi.”

“Véy anh ngi1 trén sofa B dugc roi.”

“Nhung chi khi ndm trén giurdng t6i moi ngi duge.” Nhd anh dén 1y mo, ¢6 thiy dwoc nu cudi tai khoe miéng anh.

“Anh. . .thit diing i phién toail”

Anh thiy ¢ khong phan d6i ién yén tam nhim mét lai, twa nhu mdt ciu bé nhin duogc sy dong ¥ ctia ngudi Ion.

Thé Van nhé t6i 1oi ciia Tuong Béch Ligt, bat dau tir thoi khéic Thé Phan qua do, thoi gian clia 6 da ngimg lai, miic dit bé ngoai khong ngimg thay doi,
nhung ndi tAm van la mdt ¢ gai chura trrdng thanh, thoi khic ding lai khong xay ra bat cir gi, khong chang muon tiép nhin gi ca.

C nhin chdm chéim ngwdi dan dng trude mét, déng vé nhim miit cta anh dudng nhu rit mét moi. C6 & ndo, thoi gian ctia anh ciing ngimg lai, tai mdt
thoi khac nao do, cho nén anh van tré con nhur the, khién ngudi ta khong thé doan ra.

Nhung. . .nhung vao thoi khic nao déy?
Tiéng thé déu dan ctia Vién T6 Van truyén dén, Thé Van lay lai tinh than, c6 viron tay quo quo trurde mit anh, chdc hin anh ngi roi.

C5 dung day mudn di, nhung nhé lai 107 anh ban néy, do du chic lat, cubi cing c6 khom lung v nhe vao ngudi anh: “Vién To Van, vao phong ngi
di..”

Anh hoi m6 mit ra, mt tay quang c6 ¢o: “Em diu t6i vao di...”

Thé Van bi quang ¢6 rit khé chiu, ¢d gidy dua, anh da lao dao dimg day, toan than dura viao ngudi ¢, 16i i vé phong ngi ciia minh.



Thé Van d4 ctra phong ngi, ¢d khong tim thiy cong tic bat dén, chi c6 4nh dén méu vang Ky md ¢ dau giurdng. C6 diu anh dén mép giwong, mudn budng
anh ra, nhung lai cing anh ngdl 1én giuong,

“Nay!” Thé Van ngo ngudy mudn dimg 1én, Vién Té Van tré minh, dit c6 dudi than, dé c6 khong thd nbi.
Khudn mit anh gan k&, miii cham vao miii ¢6, d6i moi kh& khang co vao mdi ¢o, cam giac hoi ngira ngay.
Cb so toi mire khong dam ho hip, so rang minh hé miéng anh s& hon Ién ngay.

B5ng nhién, anh thé udi iém mdi o, sau d6 thi thao: “Um.. .thit hoi mén. ..”

N6i xong, khuon miit anh viii trén gdi dau nim bén canh c6, giéng nhu ng thit rdi.

Qua hdi lau Thé Van moi lg”iy lai tinh than, ¢6 voi vang ding strc ddy co thé ning né trén ngudi minh ra, trong mo t6i, ¢b dimg & mép giwdng nhin anh,
hinh nhur ngt thét r6i, vi theé ¢ dap chan cho anh, sau d6 ra phong khach cam tti xach ctia minh r6i roi khoi.

Trong phong lai tré vé& yén tinh, thép thoang c6 thé nghe dugc tiéng dong hd treo tirong trong phong khach. Vién T6 Van trd minh, ndm ngira kén trén,
anh md mat, 10 ra nu curdi nhur tré con.

Thé Van chay trén dudng, gidng nhur chi c6 thé am thé nay moi quén duoc canh trong do mit tim dép nhanh ban ndy.

Vién T6 Van 16t cudc ¢6 biét anh dang lam gi hay khong?!

Thé Vén khong biét minh di bao Jau méi vé téi nha, c6 ngén ngo tra chia khoa vao 6 khoa, di vio rdi déng cira lai.

C6 bat dén, vao phong tim md voi nude, méy tinh con chura tit, ¢d di qua theo ban ning mo trang web.

“Chao moi nguoi, ddy B Thir Lo clia dai phat thanh tiéng Trung tai New York mang dén tiét muyc ndy cho cac ban, tudn ndy thoi tiét tai New York hoi
ky la, vira ndng wira ]anh, cac ban g"y Austga]igl 6 phai da duoc thgét khéi miia dong gia lanh r6i khépg? Sau khl trai qua hai tuan ban rQn, cég ban dong
nghiép than i ctia t61 déu di nghi vé, vi thé r’(")t cudc Thu Lo cc'),thé thd phao nhe nhdm. Tuy nhién tiét myc tuan sau 4 thu am trurdc, phﬁn nhan tin truc
ticp s& khong hoat dong, cac ban c6 101 mubn noi thi ity giri dén hop thur riéng cua Thur Lo, boi vi t6i con nhat ky du lich Tay Tang can phéi hoan thanh,
da hira voi bién tap vién cua tap chi lau 1di nhung van chua thye hién, that la co 161 v6i nguoi ta, cho nén Jan ndy nhédn dip cac ban dong nghiép di nghi tré
V8, i quyet dinh bat dau chuyen du lich nay, hanh trinh tong cong 12 ngdy, c6 phai cac ban rat hammd hay khong? Ha ha, that ra khong can him mg
dau, tuy rang di du lich nhung van la cong viéc, khi ban luon nhéc nho chinh minh phai ding 6 ong kinh ghi lai phong canh thi lac thi ctia chuyén du lich s&
gidm bot rat nhi€u, boi vi canh sac xinh dep thuce sy khong phai ding ong kinh d€ ghi lai, ma 1a d6i mat ctia ching ta.”

Amthanh ctia Thu Lo vang vong trong can ho cia "Ihé" Van, than thiét ma 4m ap. Thé Vén hoi tuong lan dau tién nghe duge 4m thanh nay, khi d6 co
vira hoc dai hoc nam hai, tinh ra thé ma ciing 10 nam roi.

Khi 4y ¢6 | mot co g ngdy tho don thudn, giéng nhu Tuéng Bach Llet da noi, rat mong cho déi VO’l twong lai vinh vien khong biét minh s& bién thanh bo
dang gi nira. Quan diém song cua 0, la mbt hop keo khong thao gidy g6i, cach chiéc hop trong sudt, c6 thé nhin thiy gidy goi dii miu sic bao boc vién
keo, nhung cho di i mau sdc ndo ciing déu dai dién cho sw ngot ngao, khong c6 mot ti chua chét.

Nhung bdng nhién c6 mdt ngiy, hop keo bi mo ra, c6 phat hién khong thiy gidy goi keo dAy mau sic dau ca, ma thay vao d6 la mOt mang den toi va
chua chat. C6 dau khd, roi I, nan dng, nhung bat luan lim cai gi, moi thir khong thé xay ra da xay ra. Vithé co song king &, didu duy nhét ¢6 thé lam
chinh 13 lim t6t ban than.

C6 rat nhé, nhd chinh minh ctia trude kia, nhé am thanh ctia Thu L, ciing nhd nhung cai ngudi da roi xa co.

C6 xoay ngudi, nhin iy tinh trén ban, dwong nhur trong théty mdt 6 gai gidng minh nhur dic dang ngdi trurée mit minh, ¢6 gi vui vé king nghe tiét muc,
sau d6 xoay nguoi curdi tim tim ndi véi cd: “Nghe dén day, chi cling muon di du lich day...”

Nu cuoi clia ¢6 gai sang ngdi coi md nhur vay, ¢6 khong khoi suy nghi, ddy c6 thé i nu curoi hanh phiic nht thé gioi khong?

Thé Van dén ban cong Iy khan tim da hong kho xubng, rdi diit trén céi gid trong phong tim, ¢6 ludn thich moi thir déu phai gon gang ngiin nip, con Thé
Phéan thi hoan toan trong phan.

Thé Phéan | mot ngudi tlry y, phong ¢6 lic nao cing Ion xon, ding xong thir ndo thi tién tay dat 6 mot goc, quan 40 sach va do xen [an vao nhau khong
phén chia rd rang, me cau may ndi: “Con l6n 16i thi phai lam sao, k&t hon 161 thi sao day?”

Nhung Thé Phén lai cudi hi hi, vé mit khong chut phién nfio: “Dén e d6 me t6i thu don gitp con l durgc 1o
C6 n6i nhu 18 dinhién, me hét céch chi danh mim cuoi.
Thé Van dén trude cira s, khudn mit ¢6 phan chiéu trén cira kinh, nhung khong nhin ra biéu cam

“Sau khi nghe xong ca khiic ndy, t6i mudn doc mdt birc thur ctia “Van dam phong khinh’. . ”” Am thanh diu dang day uyén chuyén ctia Thur Lo vang én



sau khi am nhac chim dut.
Thé Vén ngén ngo nhin dén neon & phia xa xa.

“Anh 4y n6i, rat cam on Thur Lo va “Tinh cau co don’ da cho t6i 101 khuyén, hy vong ¢ trong tiét muc ndy t6i c6 thé hoi “Tinh cau co don’ mdt cau: néu
ban, ban s& chon keo hay la gidy goikeo?... Ha ha, thit ra Thu Lo da lam tiét muc ndy rit nhiu ndim, nhung ddy 1 1in diu tién gip duoc thinh gia nhu
viy. “Tinh cau c6 don’, néu ban king nghe tiét muyc, hon nira néu ban bang 1ong tra 1i cau hoi ny, xin iy ding moi céch c6 thé dé néi dap an cho “Van
damphong khinh’ nhé. Méc du dao dién cir ndi voi to, tiét myc cua ching ta khong phai mo ra vi mye dich lam quen ban bé, nhung khong biét tai sao,
Thu L9 lai tuyét doi khdng d€ y vi€e hai vi ndy giao Iuu trong tiét myc ctia ching ta.

Pugc 1di, tiép theo Thu L6 s& ké mot cau chuyén ky la xay ra trong tyﬁn ndy, con nhé hdi Thang tur tai noi nao do c6 nguoi da hit phai hat giéng ctia cay
linh sam vao trong phoi, két qua hat giong d6 cao gan 8 cm, thé thi tuan nay tai Mexico cling xay ra sy kién giong vay, lan nay khong phai cy linh sam
ma Ia cdy bach duong...”

Thé Vén van ngo ngac nhin dén neon phia xa xam, trén khuon niit thin thd van khong c6 biéu cam gi

Bdng nhién, ¢6 curdi khd mot chit, keo hay 1 gidy gdikeo ur...

Thét sy phai chon sao? Chon thé nao day?

C6 dimg tlnng trude cira sO, rat lau khong nhic nhich, trong méy tinh tiép tuc phét ra tiét muc radio do Thur Lo chu tri, nhung ¢ lai dé ngoai tai. C6 chi
camthiy, d& tai nay cho dii chon lwa ra sao ciing s& dau kho. .

“Vén dam phong khinh”” ny, 6t cudc mubn n6i gi day?
Hét Chuong 5
Ban dang doc truyén Thang Tu Va Théang Néim dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhidu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 6: Thang 11 - Pén tir linh cau co don

[ Tudng Bach Liét: “Duong nhur ¢6 cho ring trén thé giéi ndy khong c6 ai hiéu dugc c6, hoac 1 néi cd hoan toan khong mudn ngudi khac hiéu, ¢o nhur
3. .nht minh trong mot cin phong, chi cho chinh minh di ra, khéng cho phép ngudi ndo tién vio —— ciing khong cho phép ban than di vao can phong
cuia ngudi khac.

Nhung cude séng khong phai nhur thé, hodc 1 néi né khong nén nhur vay. Cude song 1 dong chay sinh dong, mdi ngaty c6 s& dugc gip rat nhidu ngudi,
cac ngudi ndi chuyén voi nhau, dua gion, biéu dat ¥ kién ctia minh voi nhau, mdi nguroi déu bang long di vao cin phong ctia ngudi khac, ciing bing long
dé nguoi khac tién vao can phong ctia minh —— day moi la cude song, c6 cam thdy hiéu nguoi khac dong thoi duge ngudi khéc hiéu. Co hay thir xem,

| I hon nita khépg chi mdt nguoi vi du nhu t6i, ba me va ban be ctia ¢d, cd & c6 s phat
hién hi€u nguoi khéc va duge ngudi khéc hiéu that ra khong kho, tuyét doi khong kho chit nao.”)
6.1
Edit: Springl 3

Theo thoi gian trdi qua, vét thurong ctia Thé Van da lanh hén, syr tich “anh diing ctru chii” cua ¢6 ching bao 1u sau lién mét han vi tri trong tAm trong dé
tai ndi chuyén trong cong ty, c6 khong khoi suy nghi, c6 mot s0 viéc ngay lic phat sinh lién nhan duoc sw chi y ma trude day chua timg co, nhung sau
do, mot Thang, tham chi | niy tuan sau, moi nguoi s& quén sach chuyén nay, nhu a n6 chua timg xay ra.

C6 cam thiy rat may mén, it nhat hién tai c6 thé trd vé lim nguoi khong tiéng tam, trai qua cude song yén binh ma ¢6 mong mudn.

Sau hém Thé Van dén thim Vién TS Van, anh d di aim tr6 lai, trdn cam ciim ndy gidy vo hon mdt tuan, theo Thé Van thiy, anh hoan toan khong nhé
trong lic minh nia tinh mra mé da 1am cai gi, chi 1a kin ddo néi may cau cam on véi co thoi.

Nhur vy ciiing t6t, c6 nghi d& phai xau hd.
Nhung mbi lan nhé t6i chuyén ndy, ¢6 udn bt giac liém moi, ngay ca ban than ¢6 ciing khong nhén ra.

C6 thi tim Thach Thy Thin vai lan, nhung di¢n thoai ctia anh ta luon chuyén sang hop thur nhéin lai, sau d6 khi c6 dén trrong day i xe Fy béng li thi
tinh c& gip duoc Ly Nhuoe Ngu, ¢6 moi bict anh ta nghi phép ra nirde ngoai, nhung khdng bict di dau, lién lac thé nao.

The cling tot, ¢6 muon chd anh ta trd vé roi tu di tim 6.
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Ngiy Théng cia ¢6 ctr thé ma chay qua nhimg k& tay, sau khi tré vé hodc 1 ndi chinh x4c hon, ké tir khi Thé Phan di rdi —— lan dAu tién c6 cam
nhén duoc sir binh than trong 1ong, S binh than nay khong ging nhur e c6 séng & Anh, khi iy ¢6 ép budc ban than quén hét cude sdng ban dau, im
lai chinh minh Fin nira, mdt nguoi khong ai quen biét. Nhung hién tai, ¢6 chot hiéu dugc phan ndo 16 n6i ciia Tudng Bach Liét: ¢6 thé c6 mot ngay nao
d6 khi t6i quay dAu lai nhin chinh minh cta trude kia, s& kinh ngac khi thdy ban than da danh rat nhiéu thoi gian dé lam mdt s6 viée m hién tai xemra |
hoén toan v nghiia, nhung t6i khong hé cam thiy hbi han, tuyét ddi khong c6, boi vi néu khong c6 ban than trong qua khi, thi s& khong c6 ban than ciia
hién tai, cling s€ khong cd ban than ctia tuong lai.

Cb hy vong c6 mdt ngdy, co c6 thé hiéu duge y nghia thuc su ctia nhitng 16i ndy, hon nira lim dwoc diém ny giéng nhu Tuong Bach Liét da hm

Vao Thang mur6i mot, thoi tiét tai Thuong Hai lanh dan, Thé Van tim duoc chiée o khoac ngoai mua & Anh, ¢6 soi grrong, con am miy dong tic tay,
bdng nhién ¢6 budn cudi suy nghi, trong sach trinh thim ctia Hang Phong ¢6 loai trang phyc va dao cu nhur thé nay khong?

C5 con chua doc nhitng quyén sach d6, ching dang ling ing ndm trén gia sach, ¢o rat sg ‘ngaty ndo d6 gip lai i Hang Phong, néu anh hoi chuyén sach, co
khong biét nén tra 1i ra sao. Nhung c6 chua timg giip lai anh, ¢6 suy nghi lac quan, doi dén ngdy gip lai roi hing lo ling

M3i cudi tuan c6 déu dén chd Tuong Bach Liét tai kham, anh ta vin moi cd ubng sita, nhung ding 1 vi séng hAm néng sita, ¢6 nghil mudn nat oc ciiing
khong nghi ra trong phong kham clia anh ta & dau bien ra mdt cai o vi song, nhung moi lan c6 ngdi vao chiéc ghé da mau den, anh ta luon dét ly stra am
trén ban ké bén tay cd, hinh nhu day Ia chuyén rat di nhién.

“Gén déy c6 con mo thiy vé nguoi xa la khong?”” Cubn sb that day ctia Tuong Bach Liét thdm thoét da 1t dén mdt nira.

Thé Vén Fic dau: “C6 1&. . .hai ba Thang nay chua mo thdy. Viéc ndy tt hay xéu thé?”

Anh ta nhin ¢4, 16 ra ny cudi Am ap: “Tam thoi chura thé két ludn. Nhung it nhét c6 dang thay ddi, hon nita theo t6i thy, 14 thay ddi theo huéng tt.”
Thé Van cudi vui vé, ¢6 tira vao lung ghé, trrde tam mét 13 trin nha miu tring nga.

“Dao nay cong viée thuan loi chir?”

“Um” Co gt dau, khong biét vi sao, ¢d chura timg nhéic t6i cong viée ctia minh & trude mit anh ta, boi vi mot khi ndi t6i cong viée, 4t hin khong thé
thiéu ngurdi dan ong xéu xa kia.

Tudng Bach Liét nhin cd, trong xoang miii phat ra &m kéo thit dai: “A...”

o

“Pham vi cudc sbng ctia co ciing nho qua di.”

“,..Tai sao anh ndi vay?”

“Cho 61 gid, dua vao sur hiéu biét ctia toi vé tinh hinh ctia ¢6: c6 sdng mdt minh, mic dii thurong xuyén nghi dén ba me nhung khong hay dén thim bon
ho, ban bé thi chi c6 Tir Mac, cing voi mjt so ngudi da mat lién lac sau khi di du hoc, c6 mot nguoi dan 6ng Ja ban than nhiéu nam dang theo dudi co,
nhung ¢4 lai khong mubn tiép nhan anh ta, vé& cong vie. . it khi nghe c6 n6i t6i, cho nén t6i khong biét tinh hudng cu thé, nhung da vao d6 ni quan st,
s0 ngudi ma ¢6 tiép xtic chi dém duoc trén hai ban tay. Nhur vy ¢6 binh thrdng khong?”’

Thé Van ngac nhién Fing nghe anh ta phén tich, cudi cting c6 cao toc n6i: “Khéng. . khong binh thuong u?”

“S6 nguoi ¢ tiép xtic qua it.”

“C khong cam thiy cude song nhur vay qua don diéu sao?”

C6 ¢b ging suy nghii nén tra 1i vin dé nay thé ndo, nhung lam sao ciing khong dép lai duoc.

“T6i c6 mdt dé nghi.” Anh ta néi thém

o

“Co6 hay thir lién lac v6i ban bé ciia Thé Phan hdi do.”

“_..”” C6 nhin anh ta, gidng nhur dang phong doan Iy do khién anh ta noi vay.

“T6i hy vong ¢6 nd e quen biét thém mot s6 ngudi, cude séng nhur vay méi c6 thé gitp durgc cd.

‘Um” Thé Van gat du, khong biét bt dAu tir khi ndo, o thira nhin vdi ban t}ﬁn mmh than phan cta Tudng Bach Liét - mot bac sitdmly, déng
thoi cling thira nhan ¢6 1a mdt bénh nhan. C6 [€ cling khdng c6 gi 1a xau, ¢d biet minh can giip d3, vi theé doi voi moi mdt d€ nghi ctia anh ta, cd s&€ can




nhéic hn hoi.
“Cb biét khong,” truée khi Thé Van di, Tudng Bach Liét ndi, “Toi luén cam thiy c6 6 viée gidu toi.”
C6 mim mdi, vAy tay tam biét, khong tra 1oi cau ndo.

Tai hoc vién y khoa, vao mia thu I ciy ngd dong nira xanh nira vang bay xubng & duong, ban chan dap én d6 phat ra tiéng gion tan, giéng nhur dang
nhai khoai tay chién.

C6 nho t61 mot budi hoang hon ndo do, cling di trén con duong phit day la ngd dong, dang trude 1 bong lung ctia mbt nam sinh cao lon, anh méc 4o thé
thao miu tréing, toan than d6 md hoi, bong heng kia ctmg nhiic nhur véy, giong nhur dang che dau sy bt an trong long,

“Nay....cau. . .cudi tuan s& dén xem trin d4u cht?”” Anh bdng nhién xoay nguoi, khudn it hoi img do.

C5 khong biét d6 3 vi néng mc. . .hay I e then?

Nhung c6 phai thé khong? Ac ma Vién T6 Van hinh nhur. . .ciing biét e then u?

“Céu phai t6i d6.” Thiy c6 khong tré 1i, anh bong nhién thay di séc mit “hung ton” dzn do, sau d6 bién di nhanh nhur chop.

Thé Van nhin 1 ngd ddng dudi chén, chot cam thdy moi thir vira rdi déu nhur 1 canh trong mo ¢ trong ky tre ¢6. Nhung ¢6 thurdng xuyén nh lai canh
trong mo d6, dén ndi co bat dau tin rang, d6 déu 14 hién thuc. ..

P8 nghi ctia Tudng Bach Liét khong bao lu sau lién thuc hién duroc.

Mbt bubi tdino vao tun sau, Thé Van nhin duoc dién thoai ciia Luong Kién Phi, dayla Ian thir hai cac c6 lién lac sau hom Giang Sinh ndm ngoai.
Luong Kién Phi hen ¢6 cling an com, ¢6 vui vé nhén 16, cho du tén sép xau xa kia yéu cau c6 tang ca lan nita, c6 cling khong hé do dy xach tii bo di

“Cau vé& Thuong Hai khi ndo?” Ngdi trong nha hang, Thé Vén va Luong Kién Phi ddng thanh hoi.
Sau do, khong hen ma cung cudi rg En.

“Sau I Giang Sinh néim ngodi & quay vé Thuong Hai,” Luong Kién Phi ndi, “Hoa ra vin phong clia nha xuéit bén tai Thailand xdy ra vén dé vi cyc dién
tai d6, cho nén quyét dinh hity bo, vi thé t6 trdr v&, sau d6 tim mdt nha xuét ban méi, da hon nira néim rdi.”

Thé Van mim cuoi nhin Lrong Kién Phi, doi c6 4y ndi xong, c6 méi thong tha ndi: “Té vé hdi Théang nam, tim duge cong viée thu ky. . .van con trong
qua trinh thich tng,”

“0,” Luong Kién Phi buing ngdn tay, “To théy rat hop voi cau, cau lam viéc rat ¢ trat tu, tinh tinh cling nhan nai.”
Thé Van udng mdt ngum mrde chanh trong ly, r6i méi n6i tiép: “Ky that, t¢ dang nghi t6i lién lac voi cau, khong ngd cau lai goi cho t6.”

“Um, lan trude di tham. .. Thé Phan, gip duoc me cau, di ndi cdu da trd vé, t6 va Bao Thyc dd ndi voi nhau c6 thdi gian hen cau ra ngodi, 1in nay ding
e cd mdt co hdi.”” Néi xong, tir trong tii xach Lirong Kién Phi Iy ra mdt bi thu mau do dat trude mit The Van.

‘0’)79
“La cua Bao Thyc.”

“A...” Thé Van md bi thur, 1 thiép moi d4m cudi, trén do kep mot tim anh, nht thdi co hoi kinh ngac, nhung duong nhur ciing khong ngoai du doén,
“Qué nhién. ..van i Du Chinh.”

Lurong Kién Phi khong khoi né nu cudi: “Séc mit ciia cau la sao dy? Rét cude 1a bt ngd hay 1 duong nhién?”
Thé Van nghiéng dau, kh& cudi ndi: “Ca hai di.”

“Hon I8 t6 chirc vao cudi Thang ndy, nhung ¢6 nhoc Bao Thuc kia da bit dau di lm tir tuln trurde, phéi t6i mdt ngdy trurde hon & méi tré vé, cho nén
nho t& dua thi€p moi cho cau.”

Thé Van cudi nhan ly: “Cau gitip t¢ chuyén 16 cho ciu 4y, t¢ nhat dinh di.”
“That ra Bao Thuc d do dy rit 1Au ¢6 nén modi cau hay khong,”
“Tai sao?”

“Pa 1au i khong lién lac, vira lién lac thi phat thiép cudi cho cau, cdu 4y cam thiy nguong nging.”

[T 1]



“Nhung t¢ néi khong sao, coi nhur 14 cu gitp Thé Phan tra nhén tinh nay.” Lwrong Kién Phi mim cudi, hdc n¥it dan do kén.

o

“Boi vi bon t¢ da tirng ndi, ai két hon trude thi hai nguoi kia s& im phi dau cho nguoi do, nhung Thé Phén. ..

“A...” Thé Van thét thin nhin ly nuéc trude mit, chuyén nay déi véi Liong Kién Phi va Lam Bao Thuc ¢6 I& i mot sy tiéc nudi Ion lao hay khong?

“Té xin 161, dot ngdt néi nhitng diéu nay véi cau. .. Nhung t6 chi mudn ndi vi cau, ¢6 & ciing i 16i Bao Thuc mudn ndi voi cau, rat hy vong cu t6i tham
du hon I& nay.”

“Puge,” Thé Van 16 ra ny cudi diu dang, “T6 & t6i. . 16 s& thay Thé Phan chiic phiic cau dy.”

Budi t6i v& nha, Thé Van tua trén sofa, nhd t6i rit nhié}l chuyén trude kia. Co ]f;.y ra thiép moi ctia Ldm Bao Thyc, nhin ti mi hai nguoi trén tAm anh, c6
nhé t6i cau ndi kia ctia Lirong Kién Phi: Rot cudc 1a bat ngd hay la duong nhién?

Néu bon ho khong gap nhau tai khoanh khéc d6, thé thi moi chuyén sau ndy, c6 & nao 1 canh con ngudi mit tir lau hay khong? C6 18 vay. ..

Nhung c6 nhin thay khudn mt twoi cudi hanh phiic ctia Lam Béo Thuce, ¢4 khong khoi mim cudi. Bdi vi s6 phan cudi cling van dé bon ho gip nhau, hon
nita trd thanh mdt d6i nam nit quyet dinh song chung ca doi, co € day la dinh ménh, tat ca moi thir déu 1a so phan.

Di dong ctia ¢ bdng nhién vang Ién, trén do 1ip Ioe mot day s khong dat tén, nhung ¢6 biét do 1 ai.

“A 167 Gigng n6i nhin may cua ¢d nghe ra hoi miy moc.

“V& nha ri?” Vién T6 Van ni néing khong rd ring, hinh nhw dang nhai gi d6.

.

“T6i lai mudn 3n mi em nAu, Bm giop t6i mot bat di, cho nhidu thit chit, bét mudi lai, dung trong cap 1ong mang sang ddy, chiic 1 s& khong bd dau nhi?””
“Toi khong phai ctra hing giao thirc n!” Thé Van nghién ring nghién loi noi.

“0...” Amcubi ctia anh kéo that dai, 4m thanh trim thip ma chira tir tinh, nhu 1 dang suy tr gi d6, “Nhu vdy...”
o

“Em c6 nhén an tai nha khong?”

“...Khong nhan!” Co gﬁm nhe, rit mudn dung cai duc dap vo d4u anh, nhin xem bén trong 1t cude ¢6 cai gl

“Em ddi xtr v6i cap trén ctia minh nhur vay sao?”” Giong diéu anh nhur 1 nghiém khéc, ciing giong nhu am niing,

“Viit bo cAp trén ting ca mot minh, ban thin thi ra ngoai an ubng no say, con khong ¢ chit thong cam véi ndi khd ctia cap trén tht sur qua im

1oL.”

L)

.. Thinh thoang ting ca mdt in cing c6 sao dau.” Gipng diéu c6 mém xudng,

“Thé thi thinh thoang ndu bat mi cho t6i ciing ¢6 sao dau nhi?”

“Anh > ¢6 rét mudn bao anh dimg co nimmo, sau d6 dap méy rdi tit ngudn ludn, dé anh kinh ngac m6 to anh niit thét bai kia.
Nhung chudng cira bdng vang lén, c6 gao Ién mdt cau véi dién thoai: “Anh chd mot chut!”

Sau do ¢ di dén trrde cira, 4nh mét tién gin méit méo, ¢6 kinh ngac mo to mit nhin ngudi t6i —— boi vi ngudi dan éng & dau dy bén kia dang dimg
ngoai ctra nha co.

“T6i d& ngi1 r6i, moi anh tré v&.” CO nhén nhin hét kén, binh tinh noi.

“Mé cira,” anh mim cudi, giong nhu ny cudi cta dira tré vo t9i, “Néu khong ti vira goi tén em vira d4 ctra, em cling khong muon cu dan ctia tdoa nha
nay s€ nho k¥ tén em chut?”
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... Thé Van thét bai sup ba vai, suy nghi vai gidy, cudi cling bt déic di ciip mdy, roi md cira ra.

“Chao budi toi.” Vién T6 Van chén chan vao khe cira md ra mdt chit, anh ngang nhién Kch ngudi di vao, trén niit van gitr ny cudi toi.



“Bay gidr dd khuya rdi” C6 thdy anh tir dong ngdi Ién sofa mo tivi, giéng nhur B & trong nha minh, vi thé c6 bét gidc cao giong,
“U, cho nén em lam nhanh di, t6i rat d6i bung.” Anh tim dugc kénh minh mudn xem, sau d6 kéo ca vat, ngé)i thu gifin trén sofa xem tivi.

Thé Van cin réing déng cira lai, hung héing nhin chiim chéim 6t anh, sau mot lic thim ning trong long, ¢ rdt cudc bt déc di di vao phong bép, mo ti
lanh bt dAu Iuc loi

Mi va thit déu co, nhung khong c6 cai xanh, thé 1 c6 iy tién iy nguyén liéu khéc, dun nure, bat dau ndu.

Co xat thit, nhé lai canh anh bi 6m céch day khong Fu, ¢6 bén quay dau, phat hién anh dang nhin ¢6 —— gidng nhu dém d6, khong chép mit, khong
bi€u cam, chi c6 khde miéng mim cuoi.

C5 voi vang quay dau lai, tim trang hoi hoang hdt, cam giac dau d6n trén tay truyén dén, c6 khong khoi hit mot hoi.
Vién T6 Van dtmg Ién di dén trudc mét ¢6, anh ndm tay 6, rét tyr nhién ngdm ngdn trd bi throng vao trong miéng,

Thé Van cam thiy & dai, ngay ca dau dén ciing khong cam thiy, chi 1 king & ngac nhién nhin nguoi dan 6ng trude mét, ¢6 mudn rit tay vé nhung am
sao ciling khong dugc.

“Bang keo ca nhan dau?” Qua vai gidy, anh budng ngon tay cd ra, hoi
“O...trén ti lanh.” C6 nghil miit minh nhit dinh d6 ran.

Anh van con nam tay c0, dén ti1 lanh Iy bang keo cd nhAn, gitip ¢6 bang b bén ngoai vét thirong, sau d6 anh nang tay ¢6 Ién, nira that nira dia noi:
“Ngbn trd ctia em dai hon ngén ap 1, didu ndy thudong chimg t6. . .em k ngudi song theo tinh camhon [ Iy tri”

Thé Vén boi rdi mudn rit tay vé, nhung lai bt déc di phat hién, tay c6 van bj anh ném chit, ngon tay c4i san siii ciia anh nhe nhing dit trong long ban tay
¢0, duong nhu khdng muon budng ra.

“Anh c6 thé. . .budng ra khong?” C6 nhin khong duroc nita hoi.
Vién T Van nhin ¢4, nhu i muén nhin 13 gi 6, chdc It sau, anh chdm cham tha tay ra, nhudng 1bng may néi: “Xem ra t6i chi danh ty Bm thoi.”
LG?”

Anh x3n tay 40 so mi én, bt dau xit miéng thit 6 van chua im xong, tay nghé rt thong thao, ¢6 chi ngo ngac nhin béng ng ctia anh, khong biét nén
ndi gi.

Khong bao lau, anh bé mi vao lude, sau d6 an ngiu nghién ngay tai phong bép, nhur 1 rat d6i bung.

Thé Van nhin Vién T Vén, nhin khong dugc cudi ré kn.

2 Anh ngdm mi, vé mt vo toi.

“Khong ¢6 gi...” Co cudi xua tay, xoay ngudi sang chd khac bo thét gd va dao vao trong bon rira.

Sau khi &n xong, Vién T6 Van tur giac rira bét, roi iy khén lau tay n6i: “Tién toi di xudng nhé.”

“Tai sao...” C6 nheo it nhin anh.

“Tién khéch ciing phai hoi Iy do u?”” Anh kéo xudng tay 4o xan Ién, cAm éo vét va cap da dimg & cira chd cd.
C6 nghii nghi, bat déc di cdm chia khoa cing anh ra ngoai,

Liic chdr thang miy, hai ngudi khong ndi g, déu nghii vé tim sw ctia riéng minh, nhung khong cam thiy gurong gao. Thé Van kén nhin ngdn tré ciia minh da
dén bang keo ca nhan, trong long chot c6 cam giac khac thuong,

Khi dén chd quan Iy dudi lu, Vién T Van mim cudi gat dau voi nguoi quan Iy, 6ng ta nhin bon ho, ciing git dau.
Thé Van giat minh, ndi: “Sao anh Ién dugc cha?”

Khu chung cu c6 dang song duoc quéan Iy rit nghiém khiic, ngurdi bén ngoai mudn tién vao, chi cé can hd bén trong 4n nit bd dam hodic ki do ngudi
quan ly mo ctra thi méi vao duoc.

“T6i n6i véi ong ta em dang tam, khong nghe duoc tiéng chubng cta t6i, sau d6 ong ta cho t6i vao.” Anh tra 16i mbt cach dwong nhién.

Thé Van nghi ngd nhin anh, luén cam thiy anh gidu diéu gi d6.



“Tién dén day thoi,” Vién T6 Van dimg bén dudng, “Toi & ddy don xe.”
C6 xoay ngudi mubn di, nhung bi anh gt lai.

“Nay...” Anh nhin c6 nhung khong ndi tiép.

o

Anh lic du, bubng tay: “Tam biét.”

Thé Van cr vay mang theo nghi hodc xoay nguoi trd Ve rat nhanh ¢6 taxi dung lai, Vlen T6 Van ngdi kén xe, xe mau chong bién mit. Trong long co
bdng nhién nay sinh ndi thé lrong, dudng nhur trong mAy gidy ngin ngiii lic ndy anh nim tay ¢6, c¢6 ¢6 thé camnhin dugc sw c6 don dudi day long anh,
sur c6 don ma anh chura timg thé hién ra.

Nhung 6 khong khoi cudi khd, ai ma khong ¢d don chir? Day 1a mot tinh cau c6 don.

C6 dingang qua phong quan Iy, bac quan 1y 16 d4u ra, hién hdu ndi: “C6 4, ban trai cd rat quan tim sin séc.”

“Ban trai....” C6 stmg sot mdt chit moi phan tmg lai, biét “ban trai” nay 12 ai.

“Cau 4y ndi ¢o dang tam, khong mudn goi co tir phong thm chay ra md cira cho cau 4y, ban dau t6i ciing hoi nghi ngd, nhung nhin bo dang ctia ciu Ay,
chéic I mot thing bé that tha, cho nén ti cho cau dy vao.”

Thé Van cudi ngurong ngiing, tam biét véi bac quén Iy, thang may nhanh chong t6i, phat ra 4m thanh “dinh” trong tréo, c6 di vio, an niit, chot ngo ngac
nhin ngoén tro clia minh.

Ngudi c6 ngon tré dai hon ngon it thure sir sdng theo tinh cam hon 1 Iy trf u?

Sang hom sau, Thé Van gap duoc Vién T Vén & thang méy cong ty, anh king 1§ liéc nhin ¢6, khong n6i gi.

Cb d4 gd ra miéng bang keo ca nhédn kia, miéng vét thurong két mdt I6p may hoi mong, con chit sung do.

Thang méay nhanh chong t6i noi, ¢6 theo phia sau anh di vao, xoay ngudi, vira ngng dAu da nhin thiy khuon mit lanh king ctia anh phan chiéu trén tim

kinh. D6 that sy ¢6 thé goi 14 lanh king, khdng c6 biéu tinh g, ngay ca anh miét gidu sau gong kinh den ciing t6 ra lanh king rat khac biét véi Vién To
Van thich tr6 dua dai.

C0 bdng nhién nhiu my, kinh ngac phét hign hom nay anh lai deo it kinh, vi thé c6 ddi dién tAm kinh dong thoi thiy anh dang nhuréng méy nhin minh,
¢d giong nhu dang noi: sao lai deo kinh, lamra vé lich sy u?

Long may Vién To Van dyng thing, con ngwoi dao mdt vong, khudn niit von lanh king chot sinh ra biéu cam goi 1 “nga ngon”, gidng nhu dang noi:
khong dugc sao, ai can em lo.

Thé Van trimg mét liéc anh, Ién viron chén tréi ra, ding g6t gidy giim manh Ién chén anh & phia sau, khuon it ¢ tuoi cudi kha 4i
Vién T6 Van tron niét, can ring, khong phat ra 4m thanh, may nhan nhiu lai, nhur 1 hoi dau dén.

Thé Van c¢b ging mim mdi im Bing, khong dé minh cudi ra tiéng, vira dén ting 30, ¢6 lap tirc lao ra ngoai.

Pén khi Vién T6 Van thong thé tién vao van phong, ¢6 da nghiém trang ngdi trude miy tinh, nhw Bmra vé bat dau km viéc.

“Vién Thé Van,” anh goi ca tén [in ho ctia c6, séc it gidn dir ndi, “Di pha cho t6i tach ca phé, dimg néng qua, camon.”

C6 danh dimg diy, dén phong tra nuréc hoan thanh cén diin ciia sép, ke tir Iin truée bi phong, ¢ khong dém dia dai pha ca phé nong hoi cho anh,
nhung d6i khi anh vAn ¢6 ¥ nhéc nhé .

“Ca phé cua anh.” C6 dat tach Ién ban lam viéc ctia anh, dinh ra ngoai.
“Khoan d3,” anh néi, “Péng cira.”

“* C6 chan chir nhin anh.

“T6i n6i dong cira.” Anh ngdi sau ban lam viée, mit khong biéu cam

Thé Van nghi nghii, nhe nhang day ctra khép ho.



Anh cudi lanh mot cai, bdng dung dat mdt doi gidy da méu den kiéu nam Ién ban.

Thé Van cam thiy doi giay niy t6t Fim, dudng van tinh t& ciing rat bong loang, nhung déng tiée 1, trén mot chiée gidy ¢6 vét 15m xudng bang c& dong
xu, hinh dang ctia vét 16m hinh nhur &n khép voi got giay ctia co.

Thé nhung, ¢6 md to hai nit, phat hién xung quanh vét 15m lai c6 mdt vong vét ban, niic dit bé mit méu den nhin khong r& Fim, nhung ¢6 vAn nhin ra
6 1a méu do thim ——

“Anh chdy mau?”

C0 kinh ngac, niém vui sau trd dta dai ban dau bong nhién khong con sot lai g, m doi thanh mdt cam gidc. . kho ma dién t, hinh nhur minh Bmra
chuyén qua déang, it nhat Ia rat qua dang doi voi anh.

Vién T6 Vén van nhin ¢, mét khong chit thay doi.

Thé Van ndy sinh dy ndy, cti dau n6i: “Toi xin 101, t0i khong biét s& am anh bi thuong. . .c6 muén dén bénh vién khong?”
C6 cudi kho trong ong: xemra, ¢d thit sy | nguoi khong thich hop véi tro dia dai. ..

Anh khong néi gi, chi 1 xuyén qua mét kinh gong den ma nhin c6, thiy da dau c6 run kén.

Bdng nhién anh mim cudi, 1 nu cudi vui vé clia cau thiéu nién sau khi thue hién duoce trd dia dai, sang lan va hon nhién nhu vay, duong nhu tAt ca lanh
ling trude d6 hoan toan khong ton tai.

Thé Van con chua phyc hdi tinh than, anh da gac hai chén Ién ban, trén d6 mang mot doi gidy da tbt, méic du khong nhin thy rd kiéu géy, nhung Thé
Vén gan nhu khang dinh d6i gidy nay chinh ki doi da bi ¢6 giam 1én sang nay —— n6i cach khéc, chiee giay mang theo vét do chi la trd dva dai cia Vién
T6 Van ma thoi.

“T6i chura ndi chit ndo ca.” Anh vira cuoi, vira trung ra vé nit vo toi.

Thé Vén nheo niit, cin mdi: “Vién T6 Van...”

“N6i mdi nh, chd kia bi em gidm tring thét sy rat dau, budi trra em moi t6i bita com coi nhur bdi thurong,” Anh cudi ning kinh nit trén ik,

Thé Van trimg anh mdt e rdi xoay nguoi ddy cira ra ngoai.

C6 c6 phén tirc gidn, tirc toi nhung khong biét lam sao. Nguroi dan ong tinh tinh xAu xa kia, An ndo ciing ¢ cach khién c6 méic muru, nhung tirc nhat I,
]an nao ¢ cling ngdy ngodc mic muru cua anh.

A...Vién T6 Van, ot cude anh mudn sao day?!

6.2

Edit: Sam

Téi ther sau, Tir Miac von hen t61 don Thé Van tan tam, nhung T Méc goi dién dénbao cong viéc con chura hoélp thanh, nho Thé Van dén studio cho
cd. Thé Van theo dia chi ma Tir Mic nhéin qua tim dugc chd do, trong hanh lang 6 rat nhiéu nguoi qua lai, da s6 déu cam quan 4o gidy dép hozic a tii
xach trang sirc, ¢d doan 1an nay Tir Mac lam viéc cho mdt tap chi thoi thuong,

i vio studio chan chinh, Thé Van phat hi¢n n6 nho hon trong tudng turong ctia cd, ngudi dimg dang sau may anh dn niit chyp lién tiép chinh 1 Tir Mic.
Tir trude t6i nay ¢6 chua timg thay Tir Méc nhur vay, 6 dy khong chit do du chi thi nguoi mau dudi den pha tao dang du ki, trd chuyén voi ngudi
mau, thim chi n6i dua chit it —— Tir Mac the nay, nhu a c6 duge vang sang quanh nguoi.

C6 dimg & mot goc ling king nhin Tir Mic, cho dén khi bubi chup anh két thiic.

“0,” T Mic vira don dep wira chao hoi, “Cau t6i khi nao vay?”

“Moi day thdi.” Thé Van mim cudi di qua.

“0, t6 sip xong rdL.” Lic ny Tir Mic trd vé c6 gai chit phac kia, tura nhur vAng sang vira rdi d tan bién mét.

Thé Van gat dau, khong khoi ham md mdt Tir Mic nhur vay, ¢ phai chi khi mdt nguoi m chuyén minh thich thi mi c6 thé phét ra anh sang nhur vy
khong?

Céc ¢ dén mdt nha hang buffet gin d6 rét dong ngudi, t0i thir séu khach khira rat nhicu, Thé Van nghi dén phai doi chd, khong ngd Tir Méic noi Hang
Tu va Hang Phong da t6i r6i.

“Céu khong phai lai muén im mdi cho t& véi anh Ay nira chir. ..” Thé Vén ngai nging, do du khong biét nén vao hay khong,



T Mac voi vang Fic dAu, cudi ndi: “Hang Phong da n6i vai t6, hai ngudi khong c6 kha nang. ..”
“Thé tai sao cu con goi anh 4y dén...”
“A,” trén khudn niit troi tin chét phéc kia ¢6 biéu cam gian xdo, “La boi vi bita ndy 1 do Hang Phong moi khach, khong dén thi ung ”
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.7 Thé Van cudi khd, d6i khi ¢ khong hiéu trong dau 6 Tir Mic rdt cude chira dyung gi. Nhung c6 khong cam thay ngai, coi minh | mot em gai
hodc 14 doc gia di an com chua thoi.

Nhung khi nghi dén dc gi4, c0 lai do du nita, ngd nh Hang Phong hoi chuyén séch, ¢6 nén tré ki thé nao day? Néu ndi thang con chua doc thi hinh
nhu rat ¢6 101 véi anh, nhung c6 khong thé n6i doi 1a da doc 161, du trd 101 the nao cling s€ xau ho.

“Di thoi.” T Mac khdng néi gi kéo ¢6 vao, hon nita nhanh chong tim dugc hai anh em Hang Ty va Hang Phong trong ¢am dong,

“May qué,” Hang Phong t vé giip may ndi véi Tar Mic, “Em chi dAn mdt ngudi t6i, néu khong anh doén chimg cudi Thang ndy anh khong con tién an
CO,In”

“Sao lai thé dugc,” Tar Mic ng@)i )q]éng bén canh Hang Ty, ra hiéu Thé Van ngéi dbi dién, “Lan nay ching ta chiic mirng sach anh ban chay, thé thi chéic
la nhAn dwoc nhiéu tién nhuan but ro1.”

Hang Phong cudi khd, Thé Van ngdi ddi dién bén canh n6i: “Cau d6 in ndo biét t6 moi khéch ciing s& khong khach sdo ma “cong phu sur tir ngoani*”.”
(*) chat gia, dura ra gi4 cat c.

“Boi vi cau Ay von goi  “sur tir” mi.” Hang Tur mim cudi nhéc nho.

“0,” Hang Phong biu mdi bat déc di, nhin Tir Miic, “Em that a khong phu danh tiéng ”

Trén khuon mit chit phac cta Tir Mic 16 ra nu cuoi thit tha, Hang Tur trong thy nhin khong duoc mi viron tay véo hai mé ¢, n6i: “Khudn mit toi
cuoi ctia cdu nhin qua rat dang ghét.”

Sau khi bén ngudi thay phién nhau iy mon an xong thi cling néng Ién Iy ruou & trén ban diy thirc an.

“Chiic mimg sach moi ciia Hang Phong tién sinh ban chay!”” Tir Mzic hung phén noi.

“Do khong phai sach mdi. ..”” Hang Phong so mii, stra lai.

“Khong sao, trong diém em mudn ndi i, hy vong sau ndy c¢6 cang nhiéu co hdi chic mimg sach ban chay, xin hét.”

Ba nguoi con lai bat cudi nhin Tir Mic, sau d6 moi nguoi bét dau cung ly, tht ca déu uéng can, bat ddu chuyén sang tAn cong thirc an ngon trudc mit.
“Nhung anh 4,” Hang Ty n6i, “Emda som biét quyén sach nay ciia anh s& ban chay.”

wn

“Boi vi chi ¢6 quyén nay em doc tir dau dén cudi ma khong budn ng, lic Ay em nghi ring ‘quyén ndy thé ndo ciing ban chay cho xen’.”

Thé Vén va Tir Miic cling cudi ha ha, chi ¢6 Hang Phong nhur 13 bj da kich ma nhin cau em trai: “Chéng & my quyén khéc ctia anh déu khién em buon
ngl lim sao, anh vit ticu thuyet trinh tham chir khong phai sach triet hoc!”

“Khéng gat anh dau, mbi lan em ra ngoai thi diu déu phai mang theo sach ciia anh.” Hang Tyr t6 vé thanh khén.

o

“Binh thurong téi khach san rdi, chuyén dau tién 1 Ay séch ra dit ¢ dau giuong”

Hang Phong nheo m¥it nhin em trai, nhur 14 hoan toan khong tin o1 anh ta.

“Bai vi e khong nga duge, ly ra lat mot trang i p tirc ngi ngay.”

N6i xong, Hang Tur cudi ha ha, khién cho Hang Phong hung hiing ném céi banh Roti prata Ién mit anh ta.

(*) Roti prata bt ngudn tir cach lAmbanh kép tir xa xura cia ngudi Pakistan va An D9, 13 mdt mén an rét duoc wa chudng & Singapore. Roti ¢6 nghia 1
“banh mi” va prata c6 nghia la “phang, bet”, nhung thurc ra né giong banh kép hon vi bot c6 vi thom nhe va ngot khi an s& lam ban hai long, dac biét la
vao cac budi sang,

Thé Van mim cuoi nhin hai anh em, giéng nhur bon ho khdng phai ba muroi tubi, ma i thiéu nién méi mudi sau muoi bay thoi, cho dii cudi nhao ché gidu



1An nhau, nhung ca hai déu biét d6i phurong khong hé ¢6 4c ¥. Co nhd dén Thé Phan, néu chi Ay con sdng, hai ¢o. . n6i i khong chimg ciing s& vdy. Nguoi
chi tinh nghich ctia ¢6 cting thurdng xuyén giong Hang Tur vay, bay ra trd dua khong ac y, ¢6 s& lAm b tire gidn, sau d6 chi dy s& cuoi hi hi “xin 161" Co
khong khoi cudi khd suy nghii, ¢6 18 that ra ciing khong thé goi 1 “xin 167", chi a d danh ¢6 thoi, thim chi. . .con a mot loai im niing, dén cudi cling
nguoi phai nhirgng bd chinh 12 ¢6.

Song, ¢ hodi niém, rt tuwéng nho nhirng tro dtia khong ac y nay, cho du nguoi cudi cing nhurong bd 1 ¢6, ¢d ciing vui vé chiu dung, Nhung co da
khong con nhin thay khudn mit kia, lang nghe am thanh kia duoc nita.

Lic an xong dira thi da muro6i gio, Hang Tur khong lai xe, vi thé anh ta cting Thé Van mién cudng chen chiic trong chiéc xe nho ctia Tir Mic, chim ngép
trong dong xe ¢ ctia budi ti cudi tuan, bon ho chay vé phia khu chung cur.

Thé Vén nhin anh dén ngoai ctra sd, ¢d vui mirmg suy nghi, may mi Hang Phong khong hoi chuyén vé tiéu thuyét, néu khong co that ching biét tra 1i ra
sao.

Hang Tir udng hoi nhiéu, doc dudng di anh ta nhiim mit lai, khong biét c6 ngit khong.

“Céu biét khong,” Thé Vén bdng nhién néi véi Tir Mic, “Liic & ciing v6i cu, e ndo td ciing cam thiy thoi gian khong troi qua.”
“Gidng nhur 1. . .nam do & chura timg r0i khoi, bon minh van con murdi méy hai muroi tudi, moi thir déu don gian nhur vy.”

Tt&r Méc nhin c6 trong kinh hau, sac mat nglnvﬁn, hinh nhur khénglliéucé m]énn(')ig‘L

Thé Vén cudi khd, ¢6 18 ban than ¢6 ciing chéng biét minh nmudn n6i gi.

“Tuong Bach Liét néi v01 t6——"c0 vira mx(f)n 16i tiép, Tir Mic chgt quay dau ra hiéu ding Ién tiéng, sic mit khan truong nhin Hang Ty ngdi & ghé
lai phy, Tir Mac trong thay anh ta van nham mat, hinh nhu ¢6 vé ngi 16i 6 moi nhe nhang tho ra.

“B& ngoai chiing ta thay ddi theo tudi tic, nhung trong long van dinh tré,” Thé Van ndi tiép, “Cau c6 cam thy thé khong?”
T Mic nghii nghil, 16i noi: “C6 & véy...”

“Nhung khong sao.”

“B6i vi t6 nghf ring mdt ngay nio d6 bon minh s& phéi trurdng thanh.”

Khi Tir Mic ndi cau ndy, Thé Van ngéi ghé sau khong nhin tléy biéu tinh cta ¢, nhung co6 thé cammnhan duge mdt Tar Miic kién nhan lac quan.
“Hbi bé, bon minh khéng phai ludn suy nghi mau chong 16n én, 16n kén thi tt rdi.”” Am thanh chét phéc ndi tiép.

“Um...cac ban nho déu c6 ¥ tudng budn cudi nay.”

“Nhung lic 4y t6 khong hé thiy budn cudi dau.”

“Lic Ay t& rit hAmmd chi gai lAu trén ¢6 bd ngue rét to.”

Thé Van cusi rd 1én, hinh nhur chinh minh cfing timg nghi thé.

“Nhung gio t& cam thiy, ¢6 bd ngue to ciiing chéing hay ho gi.”

(T3]

“Cho nén ching ta vinh vién khong ¢6 cach ndo biét diroc, sau ndy chinh minh s& bién thanh b dang gi nita, thé thi khong can thiét lam phirc tap vin
a8

Thé Van ngo ngéq nhin mdt bén mat Tir Ma‘c, 0 chot phat hién, su chét phéc cua Ti Mac khong nhu moi ngurdi nghi, hodc 1. . .cac ¢ nghi rfmg noi
tam khong thay d6i, thét ra né da thay doi rdi, chi 1a ban than cac c6 khong nhén ra ma thoi.

hai nguoi khong ndi gi nira, Tir Mac nghiém tic lai xe, Hang Ty van nhim mit, nhat thoi trong xe rat im Bing, chi nghe dugc mot ca khic tiéng Anh trong
song dién tir, The Van that than lang nghe.



I’ve made up my mind,

No need to think it over,

If'mwrong I aint right,

No need to look no further,

This ain’t lust,

I know this is love

But, if I tell the world,

I'll never say enough,

Cause it was not said to you,

And thats exactly what i need to do,
IfI'm in love with you,

Should I give up,

Or should I just keep chasing pavements?
Even if it leads nowhere,

Or would it be a waste?

Even If T knew my place should I leave it there?
Should i give up,

Or should I just keep chasing pavements?
Even if it leads nowhere

Thé Van va Tir Miic khong khoi ngim nga theo, hai c6 khong biét 14 ai dang hat, nhung khong hen ma cing nhau ngimnga, c6 18, Thé Van suy nghi, hai
c6 da cam dong bai 161 bai hat nay.

Giong hét nir nhe nhang ma day tir tinh i thé trdm thip ngan nga cho dén khi bai hat két thic. Sau d6 trong xe tinh king, dén khi bai hat khac vang lén.
Thé Van khong thé xc dinh, nhung c6 that sy cam thiy minh nghe duge mot tiéng tho dai khe kh.
D6 1a tiéng tho dai cta Tir Mic.

Thé Van van thinh thoang goi dién cho Thach Thy Thﬁn, nhung tra 101 ¢6 luon a tat may, ¢ co phﬁn bét an, 1ot cudc anh ta di dau réL con nira. . .rt
cudc anh ta muon néi gi voi ¢d?

Dicu c6 c6 thé lim chi la cho doi.

Tuén cubi cing ctia Thang murdi mdt, Thé Van dén phong khéam ciia Tudng Bach Ligt, diéu khién c6 stmg sot chinh i anh ta bi thuong,

“Anh khong phai. . .ciing bi phong chir.” C6 nghi dén b dang ctia minh mdt Thang trurde, con cam nhin dugc ndi dau loang thoang vAn & trén lan da.
“Khong phai,” anh ta ning lén ban tay trai bi bang bo, khong ngai ndi, “La danh nhau véi nguoi ta.”

“Pénh nhau?” Thé Vén ngac nhién.

Tuong Bach Liét lich sy tao nha cling s€ danh nhau voi nguoi khac u?

“Um,” anh ta dat ly sita 4m trén ban tra ké bén tay ¢6, “Hém nay chi c6 thé lam phién ¢6 ty minh rira ly.”

“0, duoc.” Co ngo ngin gt dau, cho anh ta ndi tiép.



“Ky la lim sao,” anh ta lai quo quo ban tay, “Mién 1 dan 6ng thi s& danh nhau nhi?”

“...Pa xdy ra chuyén gi?”

“May hom trude t6i dén quéan bar, c6 mdt ngudi dan ong xa la di qua giy hén vdi t6i, sau d6 thi danh nhau.”
“...Anh ¢6 ubng nrou khong?”

“MGi vira ngdi xudng, dang dinh udng ddy,” anh ta nhé lai chuyén xay ra hom do, sdc mat ngd vire, “C6 mot ngwoi dan dng di t6i, hoi toi ¢6 phai tén B
“Tudng Bach Liét” khong, t6i noi ‘Phai’, anh ta rat khong than thién bat dau van héi chuyén cua t6i, sau d6 t6i mic k¢ anh ta, r6i ca hai danh nhan.”

Thé Van cao tdc, theo tudng thuat ngz‘in gon cta Tudng Bach Liét thi that su ;ét khé doan duoc rf)t cudc vi sao anh ta dic toi nguoi khaic —— néu loi
anh ta noi la that. Nhung khong loai trir kha ning sau khi anh ta say, lamra bat ctr hanh dong khiém nha, khién ngurdi ta téi khi€u khich.

“Toi tuyét d6i khong say.” Tudng Bach Liét khong doi ¢6 hoi, tra 1oi nhu dinh déng cot.

“Thé thi,” c6 c6 két uan, “T6i chi c6 thé ndi rang, anh rat xui xéo.”

“Khong biét nira,” séc it anh ta nhur 1 bat déc di, “Hinh nhu t6i rat d& dang bi ngudi cling giéi xa lanh.”

“Chang 18, anh ta khyng lai, nhin thiy 4nh nit Thé Van mang theo vé mi tit, “La béi vi t6i rat dugc 1ong phu nir sa0?”’
“..” Thé Van cudi guwong hai tiéng, “C6 I8 vy. . .nhung anh ciing dimg nghi nhidu qua. ..

Bi vi néi khong chimg, nguoi dan ng xa la kia chi i tim trang khong t6t, hoac 1 nhin anh ta khong vira mét ma thoi.

Tudng Bach Ligt mim cudi, nu cudi ctia anh ta rit diu dang, khién ngudi ta kho mi tudng twong khi anh ta du d4 ¢6 bd dang gi nira.
“Ngai qud, dao ndy c6 dbi khach thanh chi Eing nghe chuyén cta toi.”

“O, khong sao, tdi cam thay t6t Fim,” c6 voi xua tay, “Toi thay khoang cach giita ching ta da dugc kéo gin lai, khong phai mdi quan hé climg nhéc gita
bac siva bénh nhan, thé nay. . t6i s& khong cam thiy cang thing.”

“Liic n6i chuyén véi toi, ¢o rat cang thing u?” Tuong Bach Liét d6t nhién hoi.
“Um...” C6 khong khoi khin trurong ndi, “Thinh thoang ¢6 mot chit.”

Anh ta vAn mim cuoi, nhung anh mit lai séc bén noi: “D6 1 béi vi cd dang s héi, sg' cho t0i biét mdt chuyén, hogic k s t0i héi co mot s0 vén dé ma ¢d
khong thé than nhién tra 16i —— khong phai sa0?”

“...”” C6 khong ndi nén 1oi.

“T6i nghi, ¢6 18 I thoi gian 1am cho mdi quan hé giita ching ta tién thém mot budc.”

€y

“Bét dau tir lic nay, t6i s& I di cam xtic ctia c6, khong ngan ngai hoi ¢6 mdt s6 vin d& ma t6i uon mudn biét. . duwoc chir?” Khée miéng anh ta kéo ra
nu cuoi, khien nguoi ta cam thay choi nit, nhu Ia mot bé méo con diu dang bong nhién bién thanh con cop hung ac.

Thé Vén ngo ngic git dau, quén di tai sao minh khong phan bac anh ta, ¢6 1§ 1 vi khong thé m dugc.

“Bugc rdi,” Tudng Bach Ligt bién trér i con méo diju dang, “Thé thi lin ndy ching ta n6i dén chuyén thodi méi trude, chéing han nhu gan ddy co con mo
thay nguoi dep toc vang khong?”

Thé Van rira ly xong, Ie tir phong khamdira, ¢6 c6 chit ngan ngo. C6 mdt mure nghi t61 101 ndi ciia Tudng Bach Li€t, trong long vo cd dang Ién cang
thing, rt cudc anh ta s& hoi nhitng g, van dé anh ta ludn mubn hoi lai 1 c4i gi?

C6 theo truc gide mudn tron trénh, ¢6 & tly tién ndi Ky & 1 duoc, nhung co biét minh khong thé —— hodc 1 noi, nhur vy khong dugc. Boi vi Tuong
Bach Liét la mbt bac si thong minh c6 thé phat hién ra c6 dang n6i doi, va lai c6 cting khong mudn néi doi, boi vi ¢d la ngudi tim kiém sy giip dd, néu
bénh nhan giau diém véi bac si ctia minh, ¢ I vinh vién khong con cach dé giap do.

Gi6 thu dan ndi Ién, hai bén con dudng tai hoc vién y khoa trai day 1 cay khd vang, gidm Ién lién phat ra 4m thanh lanh lanh, c6 rat thich Am thanh ndy,
c6 chut dau long,

Di dong vang kén, c6 phuc hdi tinh thin, day sb hién trén man hinh khién c6 khong khoi thd dai mot hoi.



“A 6?7

“Em & dau?”’ Anh ludn khong khach khi nhu vay, ngay ca mdt cau chao hoi lich sur ciing chéing co.
“Chuyén gi?”” Cb tra 1i ctmg ngiic.

“Xem phim khong,” anh dirng mdt chut, khong cho c6 co hdi tra 164, “Toi mua vé o1

Cb bt dau hoi nghi ngd, anh khong phai sip xép tai mit xung quanh ¢b chir, néu khong thi tai sao mdi lan ¢d ¢6 thoi gian ranh, anh s& dung lic goi dién
i ¢ di xemphim. ...

“N6i trong nira tiéng phai dén d6.” Anh ty dong can din mdt ciu rdi cip may.

Thé Van bét dic di nhiu miy, ghét ban thin minh vi sao khong tir chdi trén thye t&, ¢ nén tir chdi chu?

C6 bo di dong vao tii xach, ning tay xem dong hd, c6 nhanh chan ra khoi cong hoc vién. Co bude di bude di, sau do chay nhanh nhur bay, nira tiéng. ..
¢6 kip khong nhi, nhung tai sao ¢d vira 0an han gi xau xa kia, vira lai c6 chit vui mirng chir?

Liic Thé Van tir taxi bude xudng, vira vin nira tiéng, co thd phio nhe nhdm, di vao rap chiéu phim, tir xa da trong thdy Vién T Vén dang twa & mdt goc
NgAy NEUOi.

Homnay anh c6 chit khong gidng ngly thudng, vat 4o so'mi tréng ndm ngoai quan bo, d6i chan mang gidy da bong mau tréng cd y lam i, trén canh tay
vat chiéc 4o khoac dai mau den, trén miii van 1 mét kinh gong den kia, anh nt 6 ra mt chit u budn.

U budn?

C6 nhin anh, nguoi uon thich dta dai ciing s& u budn sao?

“Nay!” Anh bdng nhién nhin thiy c6, bén dig thing nguoi, chd ¢d di qua.

“Tai sao Jin ndo anh ciing tur tin t6i s& dén kip trong thoi gian quy dinh?” C6 cAm Iy bong ngd ma anh nhét vao tay ¢, ham hyre noi.

“Khong ¢6,” anh mi tit Fic dAu, “Toi chi i quén khi ndo m6i nén vao, vi thé néi thoi gian véi em, néu em khong dén kip ciing hét cach, cing im mua vé
hrot sau.”

...” Nhung ¢6 ludn bit kip thdi gian anh dinh, chay dén hét hoi.

“Vao thoi, sdp chiéu roi.” Anh rat tir nhién ddy c6 di sodt vé.
Liic bon ho vao rap dén con chura tit, hai ngudi tim duoc chd ngdi, Thé Van nhin cudng vé hoi: “La phim gj thé?”
“Xem thi biét.” Mot tay anh chéng cam, thiva nude duc thi cAu noi.

C6 khong hoi lai, chi la mim mo, cambong ngd bo vao miéng an. Khudn niit deo miit kinh ciia anh khién ¢6 ¢6 phan khong quen: “Sao dao ndy anh hay
deo mat kinh vay?”

Anh hoi nghiéng du, nhin c6: “Bdi vi giac mac ciia t6i nhiém tring, bac sin6i tam thoi khong thé deo kinh sat trong”
“0,” c6 ngac nhién, “Hoa ra anh deo kinh sat trong a...”

“Ky lim sa0?”” Anh nhéch khoe miéng,

“Khong c6...” Thé Van quay du lai, 4p a 4p ung tra 104, gid v& nghiém tiic n bong ngo.

“Nhur vay,” anh con n6i, khde miéng mang theo nu curoi, “Emthéy t6i deo mit kinh dep, hay Ia khong deo dep hon?”

“C0 khac nhau sao?” Co cuoi gia d01, nh6 t61 mot cau Tir Mic ttmg o, It a 4y khi ¢6 nghe duoc qua that simg st mdt hdi, vi thé hom nay c6 ciing rt
mubn vi “tién sinh tinh cach x4u xa” ndy simg sdt.

“Pan 6ng trong mit toi, bo dang déu nhur nhau.”

Nhung Vién T6 Van khong c6 phan tmg nhur ¢6 mong mudn, ma i thoang nheo méit nhin c6, anh ding giong diéu rat chan thanh hoi: “Em chi. . .b phan
nao?”

... Thé Van ha hoc mdm, khong n6i nén Ioi. May ma lic ndy dén bong nhién tit di, trén mén énh bt dau phat quang céo, néu khong co thit chéing biét
nén tiép 101 anh thé nao.

Poi dén khi canh du tién cta phim xuit hién, Thé Van ngo ngg nhin ra, hinh nhu 1a bd phim vé lun Iy, mot doi vo chéng trai qua cudc séng binh



thurong, khong c6 con cai, khong c6 mau thudn, khong c6 ci vai, cho dén mdt ngay gip chit chuyén quéi la.

C6 quay dau nhin Vién T6 Van, anh day himg thii nhin mén énh, trén it kinh ciia anh phén chiéu tia séng tring. Khong bit tai sao, c6 luon cam théy
khée miéng anh dang giau trong bong dém mang theo mot ny curdi, mot nu curoi gian Ac.

Thé Van khong thé khong quay dAu xem tiép, thé nhung sic thai ctia bd phim ngiy cang dmu, ¢d ngd nging xem, suy nghi, cho dén khi dot nhién y thirc
duogc day 1a mot. . .bo phim ma?

Cb bat giac nubt bong ngd nghen ngay c6 hong, toan thn co lai, trong long bat dau khan truong,
‘“Nay...”

C5 lay khuyu tay choc choc Vién T6 Van ¢ bén canh, anh sép lai gan, anh mét van nhin mén anh, c6 phéi ké sat tai anh nho giong hoi: “Pay 1 phim
m...”

“T6i biét. ..” Anh ciing ké sat tai ¢ n6i nho, anh mét van khong nhin c6.

“Tai sao dan t6i xem loai phim nay?”” C6 nghién rang nghién loi, tiép tuc “ké tai n6i nho” voi anh.

“Boi vi nghe n6i hay Bm.” D6i voi vin d& ma c6 néu ra, anh ludn luén ung dung tra 1oi.

Thé Van nhiu may, 6m chét bong ngd trong ong, rét cude hiéu duroe minh da ngdi én thuyén trom

“Emsg 42 Mot lat sau, Vién T6 Van ké sat nho giong hoi.

“...Co, co mot chit.” Co tra 1oi khong dugc tu nhién.

Anh quay sang nhin ¢, nhur 2 mudn xem ¢d so hai bao nhiéy, “cé mdt chit” theo 1 ¢6 n6i 1 sao, hay la cuc ky sg hii.

Thé Van khong biét biéu cam trén mit minh B gi, nhung tém lai nhét dinh 14 rat xAu hd, lic con ngudi mudn che gidu gl do, tit nhién 1 rat xdu hd rdi.

Anh bdng nhién viron cénh tay quang qua c6 ¢, Thé Van stimg sot n6i khong nén i, boi vi dong tic ndy ctia anh nhur I rét thin mét, nhung ciing gidng
nhu chi mudn dua véi ¢6, trai tim cd dép loan, tham chi quén mait gidy dua.

Trén min anh xudt hién mot con ma, ¢d theo ban ning nhim niit co ngudi hidng vé phia anh, tiéng kéu so hii ciia ngudi xung quanh cang khién bau
khong khi thém kinh khing,

Vién T6 Véan kh& cudi mot tiéng, ban tay to vong qua ¢d ¢b rdi che trude mit cd, 1ong ban tay 4m ap ma thd rap, nhung khién c6 cam gidc an toan.
M6t It sau, anh budng tay xudng, thip giong néi trén dinh dau c6: “Boan sau chic i khong co g dang so.”

Thé Van ngo ngudy mdt chit, mudn ngdi thing ngudi, nhung bi cénh tay anh kep khong thé nhiic nhich.

C6 quay dau trimg anh, sic mét phin nd, anh lai vd dau co: “Puoc rdi dimg quay nita, doan déng so sip t6i roi.”

C6 nhin man anh, 1ong ban tay to 1on chot che trrdc it cd, doi dén khi budng ra, dai chién gitta namnir chinh va yéu ma quy quéi da két thc.

Thé Van nghi hodc nhiu may, trong phut chdc bimg tinh hiéu ra: chéng 1§, anh da xembé phim nay rdi?!

Khi canh it trdi moc xuét hién, Vién T6 Van rit canh tay vé, dén sang lén, by phim két thuc.

i ra rap chiéu phim, c6 rit mudn hoi ra nghi vén trong Iong, nhung cudi ciing ¢6 van gue dau, khong néi gi.

C6 18 co modt s6 cau hoi, khong biét dap an thi s& ot hon.

Lic an bita t6i, Iong cd ngdn ngang tim sw, luén cam thiy trai tim minh ¢6 gi d6, nhung khong biét cam xtic khé hiéu nay rét cude a nhur thé nao.

Vién T6 Van van dang ban vé tinh tiét ctia b phim ban néty, ¢ cang tin réing anh da xem rdi, néu khong sao lai phén tich ro rang timg chi tiét mdt. C6
chot cam thay anh rat dang sg, con dang s¢ hon ma quy!

An xong, Thé Vén van khong the tir chdi sy kién tri ctia anh mubn dua c6 vé nha. Ngdi trén taxi 6 nhin bau trdi dan u t0i, nhé t6i ban tay am ap ma tho
rap cua anh, khong khoi co chit than tho.

“Miia dong sap dén roi...” Anh bdng nhién noi.

C6 nhin mjt bén it anh, con ¢6 chiée mit kinh gong den kia, ¢6 thinh linh cam tlﬁy, 1ndi ubudn ma anh thinh thoang biéu 16 ra. ..co phai la vico don
khong?



Bon ho viy ma ¢6 mdt diém gidng nhau: d6 chinh I cam chiu v6i ndi ¢ don ndy, c6 1& co oan han nhung ciing ¢ chit hudng thu,
N6i khong chirng, bon ho chinh 1 hai tinh cau ¢6 don bé nhd nim trong hé ngéin ha khéng 16 nay.

Thé Van khiing khiing dura t6i trrde cdng 1 duoc rdi, ¢6 gt dau véi Vién T6 Van ngdi trong taxi, coi nhur tam biét, chiéc xe mau da cam nhanh chong
bién mat tai gbc ngd tu dudng.

Cb xoay nguoi cti dau di vao khu chung cu, trong long ¢b c6 cam gidc kho ma dién ta, giong nhur 1én m mot sb viée minh khong nén kim, cam thy vui
veé lai 6 chut tu trach.

Cb dén dudi lau, nging dau lén ¢6 kinh ngac dimg budc.

“Thé Van...” Thach Thu Thin tir trong xe budc ra, khoa ctra, hai tay dut i
“_..”” C6 nhin anh ta, cin mdi, khong ndi ra 1oi.

Anh ta hinh nhir ciing hoi ling ting, mim mdi nt tir nhién: “Ly Nhuoe Ngu noi. . i & khong & day, cau di tim t6.”
“Um” 6 gt dau, “Nhung c6 dy n6i cau di nghi phép.”

“Um,” anh ta ciing git dAu, trai qua hai lan tan i chéng vui gi, bon ho dwong nhur ¢6 chit xa la, “Té vira vé hom qua.”
WA

“Ching ta nhat dinh phéi dtmg day n6i chuyén sao?”” Thach Thy Thin rut ba vai, ¢6 moi dé y nhiét d6 da giam xubng,

C6 voi vang moi anh ta di Ién, trén t gidy tai 161 vao ¢6 4o vét dat bén trong tii gidy, d6 1 béi lan trurde anh ta bo quén, cd van dat & d6, nhéic nhé minh
phéi trd lai cho anh ta.

“Tiy tién ngdi di.” C di vao phong bép dun nude, mudn pha tra cho anh ta udng,

“Vira rdi ngudi dua cau vé. .. Anh ta chot ndi, “La Vién T6 Van a2

Thé Van giat minh, gat dau.

“T6 ¢6 thé biét hién tai quan hé ctia hai nguoi ki gi khong?” Thach Thy Than mim mdi, anh nit nhur B mang theo tic gidn v lo Eing,

“Chi 2 dng nghiép binh thurong,” ¢6 xoay ngudi sang chd khac, im b nhin 4m nude trén bép, khong cho anh ta nhin thdy biéu cam ctia minh, “Thim
chi ngay ca goi 1a ban bé cling khong hon. ..”

C6 ai bang 1ong lam ban voi mdt ngudi ¢6 tinh cach xéu xa chir?

“Thé tai sao anh ta dua ciu v&?” Thach Thu Thin théng thin.

“Con an trude, tai sao anh ta & trong nha cau?”’

Thé Van theo ban ning viron tay mo néip 4m ra, mudn tin mét thiy nurde soi lén: “Tring hop ma thoi. ..
“Tring hop?” Anh ta hir lanh mdt tiéng, nhur 1 khong chép nhan dép an ctia ¢.

(T3]

hai ngudi cir trdm king i céing thiing nhur vAy, dudng nhur khong ai mudn nhirong bo.

Cudi cing, Thé Van thiy nude sbi Ien, ¢6 ap tng n6i: “Té va anh ta. . khong ¢6 gi ca.”

“Thé Vén,” Am thanh ctia Thach Thu Thén binh tinh khac thuong, thim chi con c6 thé goi 1 lanh king, “Cau dimg ngdc nghéch nita.”
“Nguoi anh ta thich khong phai 4 cau.”

Hét Chuong 6
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Chuong 7: Thang 12 - Khoang cach giira ca va chim

[Tao Thu I_f) “LAn trude ‘Van damphong 1§I1inh’ duara n}ﬁt chi @& cho “Tinh cAu co don’ Iwa chon, chil dé 1 ‘keo va giéy 261 keo nén lyra chon tl}é
1n30’, “Tinh cau ¢6 don’ giri thu néi rang muon nho t6i chuyen i cho “Van dam phong khinh” —— hinh nhur hoi khé doc, nhung khong sao diéu
muon ndi chinh 13, ‘cho du 14 keo hay giay goi keo, ciing khong can thiét co chap nira, ha tat phai ya chon chir, vi sao khong quén ching n6 di?’.”

Vién Thé Van: c6 phai gitra nam va nit trén the gioi ndy, ludn ¢ chuyén xua cua chinh minh hay khong, tir lic quen biét, hiéu nhau dén yéu nhau ——
tham chi con ghét nhau. ... TAt ca moi viée, cubi cing chi ¢6 thé ding hai chit “chuyén xua” nay de khai quat. Ding vdy, ngoai trir ban than ho, ddi voi
ngudi khac chi 3 mdt cAu chuyén xura, chi cé chinh ngudi trong cude méi biét duoge, d6 1 cude sdng hién thyre ma tan khdc.)

7.1

Edit: Springl 3

Nudce s6i trén bép, ¢6 & day ndp lai thi s& nghe dugc tiéng hia nhéic nho;, nhung Thé Vian khong hé nhn ra. C6 chi ngo ngéc nhin Thach Thy Than, phong
doan 16t cudc anh ta mang theo tAm trang nao ma dén day, noi nhu vay véi co.

Neudi Vién Té Van thich khong phai 1 c6?

C6 cudi khd mot chut, anh thich ai, dau c6 lién quan ti cd chir?

Nhung 6 khong mudn giai thich voi Thach Thy Thén, ching nudn chit ndo, méic dit ¢6 nghil ring minh ¢6 nghila vu n6i 16 v6i anh ta.

Cudi cting c6 hoi dbi hon noi: “Té va anh ta khong ban thiu nhur cau twong tuong dau.”

“Vién Thé Van,” Thach Thy Thin di t6i, trong mét mang theo gidn dit, “Cau dimg xuyén tac y t6.”

“Té chi ... Anh ta nhin ¢6, c¢6 phan nan chi, “Khong muén nhin thiy c4u bi ton thuong ”

Thé Van nhin ngwdi dan ong trurée miit, bdng nhién trim mbi cam xtic ngdn ngang, CO nén cdm on anh ta chéing? Boi vi ki nhéc nho ctia anh ta. Con
phéi cam thy 4y ndy nita u? Boi vi anh ta cho doi nhicu ném nhur vdy. Nhung trong long ngue cta ¢d, chi ¢6 tran day wu throng, ¢6 muon cat tieng lai
khong thé thot ra.

Thach Thu Than bSng nhién vuron tay, xoa nhe khoe mit ¢d, nhin c6 k¥ cang, anh ta cudi am dam: “Pd ngéc. ..cau that sur rat ngéc.”

“_..” C6 mimmdi, chi cam thdy khée miit nm anh ta xoa nhe ¢6 chiit cay xe.

“Té sap di My,” anh ta néi, “MAy tuan trude 1 di phong van, xem thir hoan canh.”

“A...”” C6 kinh ngac nhin anh ta, ¢6 c4m gide khong thé doén durge anh ta suy nghi gi. Thim chi ¢ con cam thiy Thach Thu Thin khé doén hon B Vién
T6 Van.
“Thoi gian nhdp hoc con dai, nhung t& nghil qua naim moi i sang do trude.”

[T 1]

“Céu bang long di ciing t6 khong?”” Anh ta dimg mdt chit, néi, “Cau khong can tra 1 ngay, nhung néu duogc xin cu hily suy nghif mdt chit.”

Téi nay, Thé Van tién Thach Thy Th.‘ﬁnﬂr(k)i mdt minh ngdi trén sofa phong khach ngdy ngudi. C6 cam thiy tay chén minh lanh 180, nhung lai khong mubn
dilay ly nude am cam trong tay, c6 chiang muon lam gi hét, chi nuon ngdy nguoi.

Qua that lau, ¢6 dimg ddy mo méy tinh trén ban, tim danh sach trén mang, mo ra thu mye o mudn, mt Am thanh 4m 4p IAp tirc phét ra, can phong von
quanh qué cling tré nén am ap.

“Chao cac ban thinh gia ‘trude radio’, mic du c6 rat nhidu nguoi nhéc nho t6i, hién tai Eing nghe tiét myc khong nhét dinh ding dén radio, nhur I tiét myc
ndy cua ching ta con phat séng tryc iép thong qua mang internet truyén dén timg goc x6 trén thé gioi, nhung c6 & boi vi im cong viée chi tri da nhidu
nam, khi toi ng01 trude micro cta phong thu am, ti s& tyr dong turong twong cac ban dang ngdi trude radio nghe dai, n¥ic du phong thu am by gio khac
v6i hdi trude rét nhidu, ching han nhu trude mét ngudi cha tri déu dat may tinh ma khong phai 1 ban thao, nhung t6i van con thi quen vira cam ban
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thao da duoc in ra, vira doc, vira chi tri tiét muc. C6 18 hét thay déu 1a théi quen thanh tir nhién roi.

Puoc réi, bét dau tiét myc ma cir Jam nham nhiéu nhur vy, ngay ca dao dién cling mat kién nhin md dung tay ra hiu vdi toi, thé thi tiét muc hdm nay xin
chinh thirc bat dau. Tuan ndy thoi tict tai New York rat [a t¢, dau tién la mura tam ta ba ngay troi, sau d6 troi lai day miy, ngay ca mdt chit sac xanh cling
chang thay, khong bict mot tuan ctia cac ban trai qua thé nao?

Péng I8 nén doc thur cta thinh gia trude, nhung béi vi “cau chuyén ky la” ctia tudn trurde thit sy rat duoc yéu thich, vi thé Thu Lo mudn n6i vé chi dé
ndy trude. Khu khu, 1 nhur vay, tuan trude canh sat New York truy nd mot tén pham ti cudp boe, khong ai biét duge khuon mit that ctia héin, canh sat
tam thoi dat tén cho hin 2 ‘Ninja’, vi sao chr? Béi vi vao mit budi sang sém, tén cudp ndy deo mit na ninja, trén eo thit mdt con dao ninja to lon, tiy
tién di vao mdt cira hang tién loi. Nhan vién cira hing vira thiy héin lién bAm chubng bdo canh sat, thé 13 hin rét budn byc hoi nhan vién cira hang: “xin
h6i anh béo canh sét 13 vi nhin thiy t6i vao sao?”, nhin vién cira hiang gt dau qua quyét —— duong nhién 101, ai nhin thiy cach an méc ctia héin ciing s&
bao canh st théi. Cho nén tén cudp niy bo chay, di vao mot tiém giit quan 4o cach d6 hai con phd, 1an nay khi hin di vao nhan vién tiém khong bao
canh sat —— khong phai khong canh giac, ma boi vi hé thong bao canh sat cua tiémnay da bi hong——vi thé nhan vién tiém run rdy trong long, gia vor
¢6 kién nhn hoi han can g, héin it ra con dao ninja, de doa noi mudn n cudp, nhin vién tiém voi vang mo radio t6i xin 101, 1 may thu ngan
nhung bén trong trong khong, boi vi tiém giit quin 4o ITD’I M0 Va0 sang som con chua 6 thunhdp. Thé 1 tén cudp lai budn byc chay di, dén gio khong
ai biét hiin & d4u, cho nén cac ban thinh gia nghe duoc tiét muc ndy, néu c6 manh mdi gi thi hily bao cho ching t6i biét nhan tién thong bao cho
canh sat New York, camon.

Nhur vy, tiép theo i s& doc mot birc thur do thinh gia giri dén, 14 v& ... “Van dam phong khinh’ va “Tinh cau co don’. Puoc rdi, toi thira nhan hién tai
minh rét to md vé hai vi thinh gia nay. Lan trude “Van dam phong khmh dwa ra mdt chit dé cho “Tinh cau c6 don’ Iya chon, chii d& 1 ‘keo va gidy gbi
keo nén hra chon thé ndo’, “Tinh cau ¢ don” giri thu ni ring mubn nhd t6i chuyén i cho “Van dam phong khinh’ —— hinh nhu hoi khé doc, nhung
khong sao didu m,lén 16i chinh 3, ‘cho di 1 keo hay gidy g6i keo, ciing khong can thiét ¢ chap nira, ha tt phai ra chon chir, vi sao khong quén
ching n6 di?”. Nhur vay, ‘Van dam phong khinh’, ban c6 hai long vai cau tra i trén ctia “Tinh cAu ¢6 don’ khong? Néu con 1oi mubn n6i, xin giri vao
hop thur riéng ctia Thir Lo nhé, sau day ching ta hdy ing nghe mdt ca khiic ndm trong album ctia Madonna dugc phat hanh vao nim ngoai. ..”

Thé Van co chan Ién, cudn minh trén ghé xoay tron trude mét méy tinh, tir tir quay quanh theo trong hrc.

“Van dam phong khinh”” chéic 1 nghe duroc cau tra 10 ctia “Tinh cau ¢ don” nhi. ..

Cau tra 101 ndy, anh ta hai long char?

Thang mudi hai, Thuong Hai dan dan lanh hon, nhig ngay mura a khé chiu nhat, ¢ loai rét lanh ngim vao xwrong cbt, hinh nhur méic bao nhiéu quén 4o
di chang nia ciing khong thiy 4m Nhung Thé Van khong dé tam, bay tim nim qua ¢6 trai qua mia dong con rét lanh hon i niy, cho nén trong long
¢6 cam thy vui swéng, loai vui suéng kho ma dién ta.

Budi sang cudi tuan, Thé Van hen Tir Mic di xemxe, tai khoan ngan hang cta c6 khong biét khi nao thi c6 thém mdt khoan tién, nhung c6 biét d6 i do
ba giri, mic dil trude d6 co da timg tir chdi y tot ctia dng. C6 king king nhin con s6 trén min hinh may tinh du ra méy s6 khong, trong long ching gon

song gi.

Néu ¢6 thé khién ba me vui mimg, thé thi co bang long nhén nhitng thir bon ho cho ¢6. Tién ciing duoc, tinh thuwong ciing duge, quan tim ciing duoc,
néu Ia do ba me dua cho thi ¢6 s€ nhan lay, sau d6 doi dén mdt ngay, vao mdt thoi co thich hop ma tra lai cho bon ho.

bi dao lung tung mjt budi chiéu, ¢b da dat hing, ngay ca Tir Mic chét phéc ciing cam thay ¢6 quyét dinh qua nhanh, ¢6 cudi cudi khong dé v, khong co
phéan bac. Lic an 61, Hang T ciing dén, khoe miéng va cac dt ngon tay cua anh ta dan day bang keo c4 nhan, khong phai loai 1on, ma I loai nho trong
sudt, co thiy ching m cho Hang Ty thoat nhin ¢6 phin déng yéu, gidng nhu bon ho tré vé& nam nurdi sau murdi bay tudi.
“Pan dng dén bao nhiéu tudi moi hét danh nhau ha?” Thé Van bat déc di hoi.

én. . ”” Hang Ty dudng nhur nghiém tic suy nghi vai gidy, “Lic mat di chirc néng tinh duc.”
“_..” Thé Van va Tir Mic khong khoi ngac nhién nhin anh ta, ndi khong nén 1oi.

“Mot ngudi dan ong sau khi mit di chire néing tinh duc, thi khéng con ham muén ddi véi thé giéi, dan ong khong ¢ ham mudn thi s& khong danh nhau,
bai vi cudc song nhur séng tran bo d két thiic roi.”” Anh ta vira cli dau xem thire don, vira n6i rd rang dau ra day.

.. That khé hiéu y nghfi ctia dan 6ng céc nguroi.” Thé Van dua ra mdt két luan.
Hang Ty mim moi cuoi cudi, am thim liéc nhin Tir Mac mot cai, 1o tiép tuc xem thue don.

Bira com ndy hoi ning né mot chut, boi vi Thé Vén phét hién ngoai chinh 6 ra thi hai ngudi kia rat it khi noi chuyén voi nhau, hoac 1 hau nhur khong néi
i, 6 khong khoi hoai nghi, gitta bon ho ¢ phai xay ra chuyén gi khong.

C6 phai giira nam va nit trén thé - gio1 nay, Juon c6 chuyén xura cta chinh minh hay khong, tir lic quen biét, hiéu nhau dén yéu nha
ghét nhau. . . Tt ca moi viéc, cudi ciing chi ¢6 thé ding hai chit “chuyén xura” niy de khai quat. Bing vy, ngoai trir ban than ho, ddi voi ngum khac chi
13 mdt cAu chuyén xura, chi ¢ chinh nguoi trong cude méi biét duoc, do 1 cude sdng hién thure ma tan khdc.

An xong, Thé Vén di trude, ¢b hen tam gio dén phong kham ciia Tuong Bach Liét. Py 1 lin d4u tién c6 hen vao bubi ti, ngon dén trong phong khdm
sang choang, sang dén mirc hoi l6a mat, co tua vao ghe da khong mo mt ra duoc.



“Hom nay dbi voi ching ta 13 mdt khoi dau méi,” Tudng Bach Liét Ay ra mdt hop sira va mot lon bia dit trurde mit ¢6, “Co mudn udng gi?”
Thé Van nghii nghii, van chon sita.

“Um... .ciing tot.” Anh ta hoi dam chiéu gat dAu, di him nong sita cho c6. Bang vai trén tay anh ta moi toanh, hinh nhr vira thay xong, ciing séng choang,
c6 chut loa mit.

“Hom nay t6i s&' di hen ¢6 vao budi tdi, ki boi vi mudn thir mdt cach thire trd chuyén méi, dwong nhién diéu kién trude tién 1 co dong y.”
C5 cuoi khd nghe anh ta n6i tiép, néu da dén rdi thi s& khong dinh tir chdi yéu cau ctia anh ta.

“T6i c6 thé tit dén khong,” anh ta nhin ¢, sic mét 6n hoa, “Nhur thé, ¢6 khién c6 lo Eing khong? Hodc 1 ching ta c6 thé thir mé mdt c4i dén nho
trude.”

Thé Van nghi nghi, gat dau: “Mo dén nho trude 6 vé bt hon.”

“Puge.” Tuong Bach Liét dit sita da ham nong Ién ban tra, sau dé tit ngon dén 16n choi mét, chi dé lai anh sang K md ctia mdt chiéc dén nho trén ban
lam viéc.

Do6i mét Thé Van lap tirc tha 1ong, cam thiy minh nhur 1 dang & nha mot minh vao budi t6i, 1én It trdn trong bong dém

“Nhur vy dugc chir?” Chéing qua, con cd mdt ngudi khac 4n tron trong bong dém

“Puogc.”

C6 tya vao ghe da, 1o mor thiy dugc hinh dang cua Tudng Bach Liét, cubn sb trude mit anh ta von khong mo ra, anh ta cing khong ¢6 y dinh mubn viét
xuong, ma B cAmmot thir gi 6 giéng nhur cay bit & trén ban, anh ta n6i voi ¢o: “Néu toi ghi am cude ddi thoai, ¢d ¢ dé y khong —— tat nhién 1a ding

dé didutri.”

C6 i dau, khong xéc dinh anh ta ¢6 thély khong, nhung chéic | anh ta thiy dwoc, béng khong anh ta s& khong gat dau ngay sau d6, hon nira bim vao
cai niat: “The thi chung ta bat dau nhé, tha long mdt ti, gidng nhur moi Ian ching ta trd chuyén vay —— tham chi t6i hy vong c6 tha long hon binh thudng,”

“Puge. ..”” Co cimg ngic nhéch khoe miéng, cam thiy minh ngwoc lai rat khin trurong,

“Péu tién hily n6i véi t6i vé& gidc mdng ctia ¢b, gan ddy con mo thiy ngudi xa la khong?”

“Khodng c6,” ¢b cb ging hoi tuong, “Khong con.”

“Co thé»n(’)i cho t@i bief:t lic d4u vi sao c6 mubn tim t6i khong, t6i nghi 6 lién quan dén gidc mong kia, né rit quiy nhidu dén c6 sao, lin dau tién ¢ toi thi
da di thang vao van dé nay?”

“Um...” C6 trAm ngim trong chéq lat, “That ra lic vira moi mo théy g~1€10 mong do, t6i khong hé dé y, chi 14 luén nhd k§ nhig cai tén xudt hién trong
mong —— duong nhién c6 mdt so tén t6i khong nhd, chi cam thay moi lan mo 14 s& thay mdt nguoi co tén khac. . hoiky la.”

Tudng Bach Ligt ciing tha Iong tua vao lung ghé, toan thén rdi khoi pham vi anh dén, khong nhin thiy biéu tinh trén mt.

“Nhung dan dan, né hinh nhur bién thanh mdt théi quen i rét khé ndi o rang, 16t cude 1 ghi nhé tén ngudi trong mong hay 14 cir mo nhur thé I

mot thoi quen cho dén mit ngy, t6i chot phét hién minh mo cing mot loai gidc mong nhiéu nhur vay, tén clia nhimg ngu6i do ngly cang nhiéu, rit
nhiéu rét nhiéu. . . Vi thé t6i bat dau cam thiy cang thing, hodc ndi chinh xéc hon 1 s6t rudt.” C6 cam ly sira trong tay, uéng vao mit ngum

“T6i hinh nhur. . khong thé kiém ché ban than, doi khi vo thirc immbt viée, doi khi Ay lai tinh thén thi m6i nhén ra “troi oi, vira rdi minh lai lam viée nay’,
nhung trong dau toi suy nghi mdt viéc hoan toan khac.”

“C6 thé dua ra mdt vi du khong, bét cir gi ¢d ¢6 thé nghii dén.”” Am thanh ctia Tuéng Bach Liét sau ngon dén vang lén.

“Vidy nhur. . .t61 nghif mbt chuyén, suy nghi rét lau, doi khi phuc hdi tinh than thi chot phat hién minh d3 dimg xe n6i cach khac, t6i tir nha lai xe
chay dén siéu thi cach d6 miy dam, giita dudng chay qua miy giao 16, gap den xanh den do, thiy ngudi qua duong, thé nhung t6i hoan toan khong tap
trung tinh thén, chi i 14i xe theo ban ning —— giong nhur t6i dot nhién phan chia thanh hai nguéi, mot ngwdi dang lai xe, mot nguoi dang lo dang. Toi so
hai, bdi vi cai ngudi dang 1ai xe mdt khi khong can than thi s€ tao ra hdu qua khong thé ctru viin, vi thé bit dAu hai nam trude, t0i khong dam lai xe mot
minh.”

“Thé e d6 ¢b c6 nghi t6i di tim béc si khong?”

C5 fic dau: “Chura timg 6, lic Ay t6i cam thdy bac sitam Iy hinh nhur 1. .. Anh ciing biét, loai vai dién xuét hién trong phim truyén hinh, t6i chua bao gio
coi minh Ia bénh nhan.”

“T6i thay ¢6 c6 chiit hiéu Am vé chirc trach clia bac sitam Iy ciing v6i dinh nghia vé “bénh nhan’.”” Anh ta khong chut khach khi chi ra.



“Ding vdy,” Thé Van git dau, “Toi nghi lic Ay toi that sur...c6 chut hiéu Am”

“Thé thi cudi cling c6 kim sao ha quyét tim dén tim t61?”” Mot tay anh ta chdng 1én tay vin ctia ghé dura, giong diéu nghe ra day himg thi.
“Boi vi...” C6 bdng nhién tinh quéi, “Tir Mac n6i anh rit dep trai.”

“_..” Twéng Bach Liét nhich vé phia trudc, ¢6 thé nhin thiy sic mét kho tin cia anh ta.

“Dia thoi, tht ra  vi...”

“Tir Miic ndi voi 161, c6 mot s6 chuyén khong thé ndo ké ra véi ngudi gan giii nhat, nhung lai ndi duoc v6i ngudi xa la.”

[T3E 1]

a, ciing khong thé ndi i cam dong, ma c6 &
anh

“Tuy rang 61 khong biét tinh huéng ctia Ttr Mic, nhung lai cam dong boi nhing 1 nay ctia ¢6 iy
trong dAu ctr suy nghi méi, cam gidc nhu chinh minh dang ¢ trong mt mé cung, bdng nhién c6 ngudi ndi voi toi “thét ra con cd mdt con duong’
hiéu duoc khong?”

S#c mit Tudng Bach Liét rat thi vi, nhiu miy suy nghil mdt gidy, sau d6 mim cudi noi: “Toi hiéu.”

Thé Vén ciing cudi: “Nhung hinh nhur hoi trude i da ndi rdi, lic Ay toi khong that sy mubn nhan bat cir gitip dd gi tir chd anh, nhung bdng nhién toi rt
muon biét ‘con dudng moi’ nay rot cude the nao, t6i muon thir xem...”

“Bay gidr ¢d ¢6 hbi han khong?” Am thanh ctia anh ta rit diu dang, khién ngudi ta khong c6 céch tir chdi.

“Duong nhién khong ¢6, nguroc lai t6i thiy rit may n¥in.” C6 nhin anh ta, tuy ring nhin khong rd, nhung cam thiy trong long rat binh tinh.
“Thét ra t6i luén c6 mdt nghi van, 6 da n6i, tinh cam gitta hai chi em ¢ t6t Fim, khong ¢6 @i gidu nhau, hai ngwdi rét hiéu nhau phéi khong?”
“Dng vy, rat hiéu nhau.”

“hai ngudi s€ yéu ctng mot ngudi dan 6ng chir?”

Thé Van ngin ngudi, theo truc giac noi: “Khong c6 kha ning”

“Nhung thurong thudng song sinh s thich thir gidng nhau, trrée d6 co cling da noi, sau khi minh mua d6 vé nha thi phat hign 6 4y ciing mua thir d6, néu
thich ctng thir, chang & s& khdng cling thich mdt ngudi dan 6ng sao?”

C6 lic dau: “Khong dau, tinh céch ciia t6i va chi dy. . .hoan toan trong phén, vé phirong dién dan 6ng, ciing c6 quan diém hoan toan khac nhau.”
“Hoan toan khac nhau?” Tuong Bach Liét nhuwdng may, to vé hoai nghi.
“Um,” ¢6 cyp mit, tuong tuong nhin thiy nguoi c6 khudn mét gidng y nhur ¢6, “Cam gide vé cling mdt ngudi dan 6ng, ching t6i thudng thuong ——

khong, ¢6 thé n6i 1 tir trude dén gior hoén toan turong phan. Téi cho 1 dep thi chi dy cam thiy xAu; t6i cho 1 diu dang thi chi y cho ring hung di;
t01 thich thi chi ay n6i chang hé ¢6 cam giac. Ngugce lai, nguoi dan 6ng ma chi ay thich, t6i chang c6 chuit hirng thi.”

“Nhung néu thich ciing thir, chimg t6 ring mt thim my ctia céc co trong tu, tai sao vé& phuong dién dan 6ng lai xay ra khac biét Ion nhu vay chir ——
¢0 I& ndo hai nguoi co y khong?”

“C6 y?” Thé Van kinh ngac, “Tai sa0?”

“Boi vi, song sinh thurdng mubn ban than minh droc phan biét véi dbi phurong, lic trude ¢d ciing n6i t6i, ba me hinh nhur rét khuyén khich hai c6 c6 ¥
tudng va dac diém cua riéng minh, c6 1& hoi bé cam thay con c6 ngurdi giong minh [ rat tot, nhurng tudi tie tang dan, ¢d thé nao cam thay phién chan
khong?”

“_..” Phién chan? C6 cin mdi, ai phién chan ai?

“C6 thé ndo rat ghét d6i phurong va minh giong nhau hay khong, cho nén hai ngwoi tan stre biéu hién ra phurong dign hoan toan khéc voi ddi phuong, tinh
céach cling duoc, quan diém ciing dugce, yéu thich cling duoc, tom lai muon biéu hién sy khac bigt.”

“Nhung. . .chiing ti von khong gidng nhau ma, cho du bé ngoai ¢6 tuong tyr di ching nita, ndi tim s& khac nhau, trén thé gioi nay khong ¢ hai ngudi co
cung ndi tim dau.” C6 cam thay nhirc dau lam ram.

Tuong Bach Liét mot tay chong cam, hinh nhur dang suy nghi 161 ¢0, sau d6 anh ta bdng nhién 4n cai nit trén bt ghi 4m trong tay, t6 vé anh ta da ghi om
xong 1ot “C0 biet khong, t6i luon cam thay ngudi ma c6 nhd nhung khong phai Thé Phan. Ma 1a. . .ngudi nao khac.”



Liic anh ta ndi 1o nay, trén méit bi chyp dén bao phii cd vé nghiém tic khac thuong,

Mdt tudn sau, nhan vi‘én ctra hang xe goi dién bao cd thé dén ]fiy xe, Thé Van tim mdt budi chiéu Vién T6 Van ra ngoai hop, ¢d thanh toan tién, can than
lai xe vao gara dudi lau cong ty.

C6 vn mubn mdt chiée xe miu do, nhung cudi cling van mua méau bac. Ky thét, mau bac thich hop vdi ¢6 hon, kin dao, binh than.

Co glam én thang xe, gat qua can P, kéo théing tay, c6 tho phao nhe nhom—— tht ra c6 khong biét diing khi l4i xe ctia minh tir dau ra, nhung c6 rat
mudn thir xem, An d4u tién tiy y mudn thir nghiém, boi vi ¢ thich cam giac ngdi mot minh trong xe chay qua ndng thon yén tinh, ¢b rit yéu cam gidc ndy
— nhung ¢6 that sy khong biét ding khi ctia minh tir d4u ra.

Pén khi tro lai van phong, Vién T6 Van ngoai du doan ngdi trong vin phong, dang m6 hop qua dién thoai. Anh nhin thiy ¢ tré vé, chi chi céi tich trén
ban minh, khong biét bét dau tir khi ndo, pha ca phé da tré thanh mot phén trong cong viée ctia co.

'H}é Yén cAm tach vao phbng tra anc, 16t ca phé, thémnuéc, khuéy d8u, rdi lai thém nude, b(")ﬂdu(‘mg VAo o Tht ca dong tac déu theq ban nang, ¢6 lai
bat dau mat tap trung, nghi den vira r6i chay xe vé, chay trong dong ngudi va dong xe ¢, ¢6 khan trrong dén mire 1ong ban tay toat mo hoi. Cho ¢6 lay
lai tinh than thi phat hién Vién T6 Van dang dung bén canh ¢6, anh khoanh tay nhin 6.

“»* C6 chi I lng phi mot i thoi gian thdi, anh cho tach ca phé nay dén do gip gap vdy sao, thé thi tai sao anh khong tw minh pha chir?

“T6i rat nghi ngo, trong nhimg tach ca phé ma toi ubng trude day ¢6 tron 1An voi nurde miéng ciia em khong,” Anh nhin c6, khoe miéng hoi vénh kén.

Thé Vén nhiu may, cup mit xudng, co mdi phét hién ra minh dang tua vao it lanh, mt tay do khuyu tay con lai, bat giac udng ca phé trong tay.

“A...” C6 ngan ngudi, khong biét lam sao giai thich hanh vi ctia minh.

“C6 thé pha mdt tach khéc cho t6i khong, 1 loai that dam, bay gid toi rat budn ngii, cam on.” N6i xong, anh mim cudi quay vé vin phong minh.
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...” Thé Van gio Ién c4i tach trong tay, ngo ngac nhin mot ic, bat diic di d6 di, rdi rira sach céi tach, sau d6 c6 pha ca phé lan nita, sau khi tir minh an
ui vai cdu mdi di dua cho Vién T6 Van.

Téch ca phé dit manh Ién ban, khong phai vi ngudi diit n6 xudng rét phan nd, ma i vi xiu hd va bét an.
“Toi thé, trudc kia t6i chura timg thit thin nhur vay khi pha ca phé cho anh.” C6 thé thdt.
Vién T6 Vén lai dua ra khuon mét khong t6 16 y kién, chi i cam tach én udng, c6 18 nhu anh n6i, anh that sy rat budn ngi.

“VAy. . .t0i ra ngoai ddy. ..”” C6 chan chir xoay nguoi, nhung bi anh goi lai.

“Ngay mai em ranh khong?” hai tay anh dan vao nhau dit trén ban, ngon tay bét gidc chinh lai mit kinh gong den trén miii
cua anh con chua lanh u?

a, n6i mdi nhd, giac mac

“Lamgi...” Thé Vén thn trong quay lai, nhin anh.

“Ciing t6i di cong tac.”

Khi Vién T6 Van ndi cau ny, ca khuon nit bi ban tay che chéin, chi nhin thay anh nt phia sau mt kinh toa ra tia sang khac la.
“Khong di.”” Thé Van theo ban ning tir chbi, gidng nhur ¢6 bé quang khéin d6 tir chdi i mdi ctia ba ngoai soi.

“T6i nghi em can phai 10 rang, hién tai t6i khong phéi trung cau y kién clia em,” anh mo ra cp hd so trong tay, bét dau sap xép lai, “Ma I thong bao véi
em—— hiéu khong?”

Ti nay, Thé Van vé nha vira thu x&p hanh Iy vira nghi di ¢ c6 thé chay trén, chéng han nhu ——
Bdng nhién phét s6t?

Cb vuron tay s tran minh, néu tdi nay chi ddp mdt tim chin mong, sang déy co thé phét st khong. ..
Trong nha c6 viéc gap thi sao?

C6 nhin xung quanh, trong nha ny ngoai ¢4 ra chi ¢ dong hd qué Bc treo trén trdng i hoat dong, néu ¢d néi ddi trong nha ¢6 vat nudi bi bénh, khong
bict anh ¢6 dong y khong. ..

Hodc Ia c6 ndy sinh y nghi bi dung xe, néu c6 bi dung xe thi chic 1 du Iy do phai khong?



Nhung ma....troi oi, chiing phai 14 chi di chung thdi sao, ¢ dang vét hét ¢ vay khong?

Thé I ¢6 thu xép hanh Iy xong xudi, mang theo tAm trang lo s bt an di vao gidc ngi, néu duoc, sau khi ¢d thirc ddy vao sang hom sau hly khién cho
moi viéc déu la gidc mong.

Nhung séang s6m hém sau, khi Thé Van van con nim mo thi tiéng chudng di dong choi tai vang lén.

“A16...” C6 lan md 4n nit nghe.

“T6i & dudi lau, han em mudi m phit xudng day.” Am thanh nhur 4c ma vang Ién & dau ddy bén kia.

C6 khong mo mit ra duoc, trong dau trong rong, nhung bat giac tir trong 6 chin chui ra, doi dén khi ¢o Ay lai tinh than thi d kéo va ly dimg & dudi lau.
Vién T6 Vén ngdi trén ghé 14i ctia chiéc xe cong ty, anh 16 dau ra nhin c6, kinh ngac n6i: “Tiéu thu, c6 dinh di dau diy?”

“Anh. . .hdm qua khong phai n6i di cong tac sao?”” C6 nhin va ly bén chan, nghi hoac nhiu may.

Ban tay thit to ctia Vién T Van bdng nhién che mit, khong biét 1d dang curdi hay dang khoc nhung ¢6 18 1 cudi, bo vai ciing hoi run lén.
“T6i chi n6i 1 di cong tc, dau co ndi phai ngil qua dém.” Anh tha tay xudng dit trén khung cira, t6 vé ché giéu nhin co.

“...” Trong dau Thé Van bong nhién lai ¢6 16 hong, 16t cude 1 anh qua thong minh, hay 1 minh qua ngbc?

“Puoc 101, 1én xe di.” Vién T6 Van vay tay vi c6, khong co ¥ xudng xe gip ¢6 xach hanh Iy, chi 13 turoi cudi nhin ¢6, dudng cong khée miéng rt sau.

C6 tho dai dudi ddy long, cam chiu s6 phinnémva ly ra ghé sau, sau d6 ngdi vao ghé 1ai phy, deo ddy an toan. C5 tin séc nit minh nhét dinh khong tt,
hodc 1a noi, sac mat clia ngurdi sinh hon doi chang dep cho nao.

Vién T6 Van khong dé ¥ t6i ¢o, tam tinh rét tdt huyt sao bét du chay xe.

Sau khi tién vao duong cao tde, anh bdng nhién néi: “Ching ta dén mdt huyén duéi Hang Chau, néu thuan loi hai tiéng 13 161
Thé Vén tram nic nhin ngoai ctra s, khong 6 tra Ioi.

“Gian roi?”” Anh nhe giong noi.

Cb gia vo nhur rét thoai mai Fc dau. Tai sao ¢b phai gian? Gidn ai chir?

“Thét sa0?” Giong diéu ctia anh nhur 13 khong tin twéng, vi thé anh viron tay xoay cam ¢d qua, mubn xem biéu tinh trén mit co.
“Giha...” C6 rau ri ding strc gidly ra, van khong nhin anh.

“T6i n6i ndy,” anh curdi néi, “Pém qua em khong phai vi chuyén ndy mé khén tnrong nira ngay chir?””

“Pau co...” Co chdt da phan bac.

“Khong phai. . .camndi y ma do dy chit,” anh nhéch khde miéng, giong the thé nhur phu nit, ““Rot cude nén méic cai ndo, ci nio anh ay moi cd cam giac
nhi’...”

“Nay,” Thé Vén quay du trimg anh, “Con nguoi anh. . .thit hao sac!”

Anh van tuoi cudi, nhur B khong gidn: “Rét cude em chiu néi chuyén voi toi rdi.”

C6 nghe anh ndi vay, voi vang quay dau qua chd khac khong nhin anh.

Mot bén mit anh phén chiéu trén kinh 1 tuoi cudi, nhung ky la 1: ¢6 lai nhin thiy chinh minh ciing cuoi.

7.2

Edit: Springl 3

Bay gior t6i, khi Thé Van t6i dudi au khu chung cur, ¢6 bdng nhién nhé t6i dit loai tuéng trong va do du t6i qua, khong khoi cam thiy budn curdi.

Vién T(f) Van dimg xe dudi lau, 16i di xgéng gitip ¢6 xach hanh Iy ra, 6 rat mubn can anh, boi vi chiéc va ly kia rat niing, nhung ¢d van cham mot budc,
Vién To Van da cau may xach va ly xudng, hon nita t6 ra bat ngd noi: “Em dinh di dau cong tac thé, Bac cuc ha?”

“Anh chura timg nghe néi sao,” ¢ mudn xach va ly, nhung bi anh cur tuyét, “Phu ni ra ngoai mdt ngy va ra ngoai mdt tuan déu mang theo hanh Iy nhidu



nhu nhau.”

Vién T6 Van biu mdi, khong phan bac, kéo va ly ctia ¢6 di vao cdng chung cur, bac quéan Iy nhin anh, rdi nhin ¢6 di theo phia sau mang theo vé miit xéu
ho, dng ta yén tim ticp tuc xem tivi.

“Nay! Téi tur xach duge rdi” Mic dit da vao thang may, ¢6 van dinh dAu tranh dén cing.

“Em thinh thoang hiy dé t6i phét huy mdt chiit tac phong quy 6ng lich thiép di.”” Anh nhan xudng “31””

“T6i xin mién. ..”

“Cho nén t6i néi Ia ‘thinh thoang’.”

Thang may nhanh chong phat ra tleng “dinh”, lc cira thang méy mo ra dén tw dong trong hanh lang ciing sang 1én, Thé Vén di ra ngoai trude, luc loi Ay
chia khoa md ctra, ¢b xoay ngudi mubn tam biét vi tién sinh thinh thoang phat huy tac phong quy 6ng lich thiép kia, khong ngd anh da nhe nhang diy cira
ra di vao nha cb.

C6 chun mili, nhe ring tron mét bat mén trong long, van cam chiu iy ra d6i dép, rdi dong cira lai.

“T6i d6i bung.” Anh thay dép, rat tur nhién ndm Ién sofa, con ndi long ca vat.

“Khéch hang,” Thé Van lanh ling ndi, “Tiém ching ti d& dong cira, phién anh dén tiém khac di.”

“Khong mubn.” Anh rit qua quyét tir chdi, nim trén sofa 4nh méit nhin ¢6 c6 chit ¥ choi x4u.

“Vay anh mudn thé nao?” C trimg anh.

“Lam chit gi cho t6i an di, c4i gi ciing dwoc —— nhung dimg ding dao cét gi ca.”

C6 van trimg anh, ngoai trir Bim thé ¢6 ching con cach ndo véi anh. Co nghi nghi, chdng nanh n6i: “Bi xubng dudi lAu an di, t6i moi.”

“Khong mubn.” Anh van quéa quyét tir chdi, mim mbi, anh mét lai chira y cudi.

Hir! Mudn tréu choc tdia. .

Thé Van nheo nit lai, nhur 1 nghi &én diém quan trong, vi thé ¢ vao phong bép mo ti lanh, Ay ra méiy qué trimg va mi soi, bit dau ndu mude.

C0 khong nhin anh, chi tw minh niu nuéng, déy long ¢6 mdt hanh phiic nho nhd, d6 k khi 6 “thinh thoéng” pht huy tich céch xAu xa tiém n nén mi ¢
loai hanh phiic ay.

Mi mau chéng néu chin, trén d6 bo thém hai miéng trimg lude, sau d6 cd cung kinh dua t6i trude neit Vién To Van.

Anh ngdi day, nhin ¢6, hinh nhu dang lo ing trong hd 16 ctia ¢6 1t cude ¢6 ban nhitng gi, nhung anh van quyét doan bung Ién bt dau an.

Khée miéng von turoi cudi ctia Thé Van dan dan hoi run riy, anh lai an ngau nghién khong nhén nhé mét méy chit nao.

“Nay...” C6 d¢ lai ¢b tay anh, khong biét nén ndi gi.

“r* Anh nging dau, miéng nhét ddy mi va trimg lude, an rét thoa mén.

“Anh. . khong thiy mén sa0?”

Anh nhin c6, séc nit tir nhién, sau d6 rat vo tur mim cudi “Khong co...”

Khong cam thiy mdi tin d6! C6 gan nhur d6 nira hop mudi vao, néu khong phai khong tim thy 6t thi 6 con tan nhén hon. ..

Nhung mé, gior phit ny, d6i dién véi khudn mit twoi cudi cta anh, tai sao sy déc y trong long 6 da tan bién, thay vao d6 i cam gidc 4y ndy? Vi sao
saumoi trd dua dai anh déu cd thé tuoi cudi dac y nhu vay, con c¢d khong bao gio nhan thire duge céi goi 1a “hanh phic sau khi thye hién thanh cong”
cha?

C6 phai cd that sy khong thich hop dua dai hay khong. ...

“Pumg an nita. ..”” C6 mudn Ky qua cai bat cia anh, nhung m sao ciing khong duoc.

“Khong dugc,” anh mim cuoi nhin ¢6, trong mit ¢6 chit uu thuong ludt qua, “Pay 1a do em déc biét lam cho t6ima...”
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...” C6 khong ndi nén 104, trAmméic chdc 1t, ¢ mdi ndi, “Toi nAu mdt bat khac ngon hon cho anh an.”



Cb khong biét strc hyc ciia minh tir d4u ra, d4m gianh Iy cai bat ciia anh, xoay ngudi viao phong bép, d6 moi thir trong bt ra hét, sau d6 ndu mrdc lai.
C06 khong nhin anh, hogc 14 ndi khdng dam nhin anh, ¢ sqnhinthéy sdc mat anh, cling sqanhnhinthﬁy sdc mit ctia minh.

Bdng nhién, mot ban tay hr6t qua vai ¢d cham vao cira ti bat ndm trén dau cd, tay kia thi tir dudi thit lung c6 chia ra, cAm Ay ngon tay ¢b boi vi it thit
ma bi thuong, anh nhin ti mi k§ cang,

“Toi nghi sau nay tot nhét em dimg dong vao dao nita, bdi vi ngurdi b cat tring ngon tay mdt fan, tir d6 s& ¢6 churdng ngai tim Iy, Hoi thé anh tir phia
sau tai c6 truyen toi, giong diéu binh tinh khac thuong.

“Toi khong thiy vay. ..” C6 khong dugc tw nhién rit ngén tay v&, nhung phat hién minh dang & trong vong tay ctia anh, khong thé nhiic nhich.
“Tai sao em van quét cuong nhr vy ha.” Anh kh& khang n6i bén tai ¢6, duong nhur i mdt cau nghi vin nhung ciing B mdt cu khéing dinh.
“_..” C6 khong tra 10, ciing khong biét nén tra 1i ra sao.

“Emn6i cho t6i biét di,”” anh n6i, “Em khong phéi i do 6ng trdi phai t6i, chuyén mdn dbi nghich véi t6i chir. ..

Liic nay dy, giong diéu ctia anh nhur i tht sy mang theo nghi van.

“Phai thi thé ndo, khong phai thi sao. ..” C6 khong biét diing khi tir du ra dé tra 1oi anh, nhung van khong dam xoay ngudi nhin anh.

Anh kh& cudi mot tiéng, bdng nhién tha ra hai canh tay dang bao vay ¢6, ndi: “Dui ndi thé ndo, t0i cling nén cam on dng troi ‘quan tam’ dén toi, emnoi
phai khong?”

Anh khong chor ¢6 tra 101, p tire tré vé phong khéch ndm xudng sofa, mét moi ndi: “Toi chop mét mot e trrde, ndu xong rdi thi goi t61.”
Thé Van khong quay dAu lai nhin anh, chi tr minh ndu nuréng, lude trimg,

Thét ra ¢6 ciing rét mubn biét, anh c6 phai ki do 6ng trdi phai toi chuyén mdn ddi nghich véi ¢ khong, hodic 1 ndi, ngudi that sy duoc “quan tn” rdt
cudc la ai?

Hom nay i dém binh an, thoi tiét rat lanh, Thé Van Ay ra chiéc 4o 16ng treo & trong t quén 40 ma me mua cho ¢d, bdng nhién ¢6 hoi phién mudn nhé
t6i cudc song & London, chi€e 4o 16ng ndy rat day tua nhu me dang 6m chét c6 vao 1ong, cho ¢6 rat nhiéu am ap, ciing cling c6 di trén con dudng gian
nan.

Bau khong khi ctia 18 Giang Sinh tai Thurong Hai duong nhién khong ndng nhiét nhur tai London, nhung van khién ¢6 c6 phan ngac nhién, dai sanh cia
khu chung cw, hai bén ng tur duong cta nhitng con phd sim uét, cling véi d loai trung tim mua sim, trudc cira cac toa cao 6c, tit ca déu trang hoang
sac so cho le Gidng Sinh, rét nhiéu ciy thong Noel duoc dung Ién, khi ¢6 dang cho den do ciing khong nhin duge ma ngim nghia k¥ cang, chiéc xe déing
sau bAm mAy tiéng cdi c6 m6i nhan ra méiy chiéc xe ding trudc da chay hét roi.

Vo vin phong, cic dong nghiép déu nhan nhi nhu dang nghi ngoi —— béi vi cac sép déu vé& mrdc an mimg nim moi.
Liic n trura, Carol vira gim dui gi vira noi néing khong 16: “C biét khong, sang nam Shelly s& trd vé lim viée ddy.”
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«...0, that sao. ..” C6 ngéng dau nhin Carol, khong biét con ¢6 thé n6i gi. Co nén vui ming chi, sip “thoat khoi bé khd” rdi, nhung tai sao trong ong
nhu la ¢6 chit ——

“Chic I ¢b tiéc ]E]mnh], sap 10i khoi quan Iy Vién ctia ¢6,” ké tir khi Thé Van chén ca phé cho Vién T6 Van, ¢ trong dau Carol tw dong cho ring ¢6 1
nguoi theo dudi Vién To Van.

“V& diém nay, t6i khéng mubn giai thich nhidu nira, nhung t6i van phai nhic lai,” mic du o van ngd rang, mic ké minh nhic di nhic lai bao nhiéu lan
Carol ciing khong dat trong long, “T61 tuyét doi, chua tirng theo dudi tén Vién To Van kia!”

“A.” Nhung ma Carol lai rat sang khoai tiép nhan 11 “nhéic lai” ctia co.

“Giira nam nit thinh thoang tan tinh ve van ciing tot Fim, s& khong cam thay budn té.”

“_..” Thé Vén chan nan iy tay che nt, cam thiy minh rat bt hyc.

Budi chidu, sau khi némra mit cau “Budi tdi chd toi cung tan tAni”, Vién T Van lién bién nét.

Thé Vén nhin nhimg dong ngnep khéc trong van phong, nhiing nguoi con tré hinh nhur bu01 61 da ¢ tiét muc, con nhimg nguoi lon tudi hon mot chut thi

khong dé y lim dén ngay I phwrong Tay ndy, ho chi muon vé nha sém chit mua dd an ndu nuéng. Co khong biét, miy niim sau, c6 phéi nhitng ngudi tré
tudi kia ciing s& bién thanh nhitng ngwoi I6n tudi hon khéng, toan b dam mé vui choi chuyén sang trach nhiém binh than?



C6 nh6 lai dém binh an ndm ngoai, néu khong giip dwoc Lwong Kién Phi, ¢6 6 tré vé hay khong, hay I tiép tuc lam thi thur binh thuong tai thu vién,
mbi ngiy khi di ngang qua nha hang dudi au déu nhin vao bén trong, sau do tré vé can ho, king & dun murde, chd doi mdt dém hiu quanh bét diu?

Hbi trude co khong sbng tai can hd bén trén nha hang Trung Qudc kia, It ot nghiép ¢6 von tim mdt cin ho & démg sau tredng hoc, b vin6 ndm gin
thur vién hon. C6 rét thich dén mdt quén bar namke bén con duong cta nha hang Trung Quoc cac ban ¢6 quen biét tai hoc vién nghé thuat thuong ty
tap & quan bar nay, tai ddy c0 lai quen biét rat nhiéu ban modi, nhirng ngurdi hoe biéu dién da s6 déu rit than thién, con thudng thurong moi co dénxem
bon ho biéu dién. Noi du xe ciia quan bar nay khong tién im, hon nita cach chd c6 & ciing khong tinh i xa, vi thé ¢6 hay di b dén. C6 nhét dinh phai
di qua con duong ctia nha hang Trung Qudc kia, gin do lic ndo ciing ¢6 xe buyt hai ting*, déu I du khach Trung Qubc dén ngim canh, thim chi rat
nhiéu lan c6 nghe duogc giong ndi ciia qué hurong, ¢6 mim cudi di ngang qua bon ho, twéng twong minh dang & ngi tur dudng tai ¢d hwong, cam gidc nhd
nha tir tlr trao dang,

(*) xe buyt hai tang

C6 mdt ngdy, 6 gidng nhur moi ngaty tan ca roi ki di vé phia quéan bar kia, lic di ngang qua nha hang Trung Quéc, ¢6 theo théi quen hwdt nhin méy lan,
nhung bong nhién c6 ngay nguoi.

C6 nhin thiy trudc mdt ban hai nguoi tai mdt - goc ¢6 mot ngudi dan 6ng dang ngdi d6, trong tay dang cam mdt quyén tidu thuyét, doc rat cham chu,
ngudi phuc vu bung canh va com Ién, anh ngng dau mim cudi ndi cam on.

C6 suy nghi, cho i ai nhin thiy ny curdi twoi nhu vay ciing s& khong tin réng anh 1 ngudi c6 tinh cach xAu xa nhi?

Anh dudng nhir cam nhén dugc gi d6, nhin sang vé phia c6, ¢6 voi vang trén vao mdt goc anh khong nhin thiy, trong long nhur ¢6 ngudi dang gd manh
Ién trai tim, ngay ca hd hp ciing tré' nén hon loan.

C6 di vong con dudng xa hon tiép tuc di vé phia quéan bar, ic t6i noi, moi ngudi dang than thién trd chuyén, ¢6 ngudi ban hoi ¢d sao thé, ¢ cudi khd
lac dau, néi khong c6 viéc gi.

Mot tudn sau, cd don dén can ho nam phia trén nha hang Trung Qudc kia, nhung ma tir d6 vé sau 6 chura timg gip lai ngudi dan éng c6 tinh cach xéu
xa Ay, mic di mdi I di ngang qua cd déu mang tam trang khin tnrong king 1& nhin lwdt qua, cho dén khi. . .c6 gip Kién Phi tai do.

C6 18, khi ngurdi ta dang c6 don s& Bmra mdt s chuyén nham chén, tyra nhur viée 1n d6 ¢d chuyén nha, boi thé ¢6 phai bdi thudng mdt Thang tién thué
cho chir thué cta can ho trude, ma cho & moi thi cach thur vién xa hon.

“Bon ho di hét rdi sa0?”” Vién T6 Van cam laptop di vao, kinh ngac nhin van phong tréng tron cling voi dong hd treo tudng,
“..C6 I vay.” C6 khong khing dinh Eim, boi vi 6 vira moi tir ¢di tién trd vé.

Anh nhin ¢b, chot mim cudi ndi: “Buoc rdi, dé thuéng em vi dd nghe 161, budi t5i t6i dura em di an db ngon.”

“_..” C6 danh chiu nhin bong dang ciia anh trd v& vin phong don dep tai liéu, xin throng x6t ¢o, khong di dwoc khong,
“Pi thoi.” nm phut sau, anh di ra, nhur 1a sg co s€ chay AL

“0...” Thé Van iu xiu cam By tti x4ch, di theo anh ra ngoai.

Hom nay c6 khong lai xe, ké tir i suyt nita dung nguoi tai 10i vao gara dudi lau & cong ty, ¢d hiém khi l4i xe di im

Bon ho may min don duge mt chiée taxi & dudi lau, Vien T6 Van dé ¢d vao ngéi trurde, sau do ngéi bén canh c6, dong manh ctra lai, doi dén khi tai xé
chay ra khdi toa cao 0c anh moi doc dia chi d6 1a dia chi nha anh.

“Tai sao dén nha anh...” C md to mit nhin anh.

“Vé mit ciia em by gior that rét gidng co bé quang khin d6 nhn 1o mit thit ctia ba ngoai s6i.”

Déng vé cu¢ird lén ctia anh rat dep trai, c6 bong phat hién anh da khong con deo mit kinh nira, 1 boi vi giac mac da on o u?

C6 nhiu may, quay du sang chd khac nhin ra ngoai cira s6: “Thir anh ndi an ngon i cai gi...”

“Thi a dich thén i xuéng bép ndu mdt bita tiéc 1on diy.”

Tri nghé ctia anh ¢6 d4 finh gido mdt lan. . .ciing khong t&. Nhung néu dén nha anh an, khong phai s& rat mat ty nhién sao?

Trén dudng dong nghit, taxi chay khoang 40 phit moi t6i dudi au nha Vién T6 Vén, lic anh xubng xe thuan tién tim Ky canh tay c6 ctng nhau di xudng,
“Anh s t6i chay u?” C6 cuoi khé.

“T61 s¢g embi tra di.”” Anh mim cuoi.



Lai mt lan nita vio nha anh, Thé Van ¢6 chit bd ngd, boi vi trong mit goc tai phong khach ¢ thém mdt hd ca, ban an phong bép ciing rong rii hon
mdt chit.

Anh hinh nhur d& chudn bi trde nguyén liéu, tré vé 1én rira tay bit diu xao rau, Thé Van dén trude hd ca, ngim ca vang di miu sic boi qua boi lai, co
chot nghi rang: chii nhan cua ching nd 1a mdt ngudi rat tré con.

Murdi phit sau, anh quét to mot tiéng: “Xong rdi, qua n di.”

“Xong 1di?....” C6 khong dam tin nhin anh, tréng anh deo tap dé rat. ..dang yéu.
“Dlng viy.”

“Nhanh thé...”

Anh guéi tuoi, dat dia com 1§n ban, rdi ]éy ra hai lon bia: “Em tudng réng t61 moi em an bita tiéc 16n tai Phap sao, xin 161, khién em thét vong 101, t0i chi
c6 the cung cap bita com phan ma thdi, khong can doi lau.”

qué nhién that | comphan. ..

Thé Van so bung xep Iép vi i, c6 danh phai ngdi vao ban. hai dia com giéng nhau, thit xé soi hurong ¢4 va rau xao
“Ubng khong?”” Anh khui lon bia dura t6i trurde mit ¢d, Bp tirc dan t6i ci nhin cham chiam canh gidc ctia co.

“T6i chura bao gi ubng bia mdt minh v6i dan ng vao budi toi.”

“Khong phai mdt minh.” Anh mim cuoi nhin ¢6.

Anh dtmg ddy dén bé ctra sb cAm mdt con giu nhdi bong nhd miu ndu dit en ban: “Con cé n6 & ddy, cho nén i ba ngudi ching ta.”
«..” Thé Van déo mét khinh thurong, lanh king n6i, “T6i khong nmudn.”

“Vay dugc roi,” anh khui lon bia tyr minh ubng, “Em khong déi sao, mau in di.”

C0 chén chir vai gidy, cudi clng van cam dtia Ién an, khong biét ¢6 phai vi doi hay khong, ¢d cam thiy mii vi ngon Eim, it nhat so v6i quén an nho doi
dién khu chung cu ctia c6 thi ngon hon nhiéu.

“Ngudi da ném qua d6 3n t6i lim déu & yéu...”

o

“... Trunghé cua to1.”

Anh udng bia, 4nh méit ing I& liéc nhin c6, nhur B khong mudn bo qua bét cir biéu cam nio ciia cd.

“C6 ai timg ndi cho anh biét, anh rit dang ghét khong?” Bi anh nhin chédm chiim, ¢6 rét khé chiu nén cat tiéng,

“C6 chir,” anh trung ra vé mt vo toi va bat dic di, “Rét nhidu ban gai hoi trude ctia t6i n6i vay, nhung sau khi céc ¢6 Ay ndi thé déu ¢ chap yéu toi.”
«...Coi nhur t6i chura hoi di.”” C6 cup mét xubng nghiém tiic ia com.

Bon ho khéng ni chuyén nira, mdt ngwdi &n com mdt ngudi udng bia, gidng nhur day | mdt budi tdi binh thudng, bon ho & trong phong m chuyén nhu
moi ngly.

“Nay,” Vién T6 Van bdng nhién n6i, “Néu t6i ubng say, em s& & lai cing t6i chir?”

“Khong” C6 nghi ciing dirng ngh dén!

“A,” anh van ubng bia, “Vay dura t6i dén nha emdi.”

“_..”” C6 phét 1o anh, tiép tyuc 3n com trong dia, cai ban hoi thip, con ghé thi hoi cao, ¢6 phai cti ¢ xudng, vi thé chot cam thiy minh rat giéng chd méo.
“Bai vi, t6i ubng say roi thi s& rat c6 don, ciing rét. . kho chiu.”

Khi anh n6i 101 niy, d6i mét nhin ¢6 chim chim, anh niit hoi mo hd bét dinh.

Thé Van ¢b ging an xong miéng com cubi ciing, rat mudn xéch tii budc di.



Anh néi thé. . lam dang am chi diéu g sao?!

Hon E ciia Lam Bao Thyc duoc 6 chirc vao ngiy cu01 cing ctia Thang murdi hai, i Thé Van mo thiép moi ra, c6 troi cudi suy nghil, rat it nguoi s&
chon ngaty cudi ndm nhi. Nhung t6i ngay nay rdi, thoi tiét cling rét tdt, mura roi ca tuan dot nhién ngimg lai.

Budi t0i dém binh an, Vién T6 Van khong c6 dau higu udng say, chi la déng vé ¢6 chit thwrong cam, ¢6 bt dau thiy réng, cang tiép cén anh cang khong
hiéu anh —— khong phai la do tinh cach xau xa cta anh tao thanh chi?

Co thire day rt som, bat dau thu don can phong, c6 c6 mot thoi quen, chi gén cam thiy khan truong thi ml(f)n thu don phong ¢, nhung lic nay, tha noi
khan trrong chi bang n6i 1 hung phan. C6 khong biét vi sao minh hung phan nhur vay, tira nhur ngudi By chong a ¢6 vay, da rat nhicu nam c6 khong
gap Lam Bao Thuc, c6 ay & trén tam anh thi€p moi van khong thay d6i, vé mit nhu tré con.

Bén gior chidu, ¢6 cm qua két hon da mua trude xuat phat tir som, ¢6 hinh nhu khong kiém ché dugc ndi xic dong mudn mau chéng nhin thiy ban hoc
cti ctia Thé Phén. i vao hoi trrdng, tir xa ¢6 da trong thdy Lwong Kién Phi dang béan rdn, cing véi ¢6 dau chi ré dang trd chuyén tai ché don khach
nhu 14 chang ¢6 ai bén canh, ¢6 bat cudi dong thoi cling cam dong,

C6 nh6 Luong Kién Phi timg n6i, néu Thé Phén van con song, tai day co thé 6 thém mot bong dang ban ron hay khong, chi a 4y nhét dinh s& ban ti bui,
161 khong chimg con phai nhin ra chit thoi gian gido hun ¢6 dau chi ré khong thém quan tim dén hon I8 ciia chinh minh, sau d6 chi 4y mang giay cao
26t ma dudi theo cau bé nghich v6i b hoa co dau.

“Thé Van!...” Lim Bao Thyc nhin thiy ¢6, mimg & vay tay di vé phia c6, ching c6 chit vé rut ré ctia ¢6 dau.

Thé Vén di qua, mim cudi viron canh tay 6m ¢6 dau mdt cai. A, ding rdi, ddy a Lim Béo Thuc ma c6 quen biét.

hai ¢6 ném canh tay nhau, 16 ra nu cudi vui vé, trong phiit chde hai mét Lam Béo Thuc d6 nghu, hoi nghen ngio néi: “That t6t qué. . K dau t& con ngai
moi cdu, nhung Kién Phi n6i khong sao, cho nén té. . .nhung bay gio té mdi bict dugc, that Ia tot qua. . .cau dén dugc 1a tot roi!”

Thé Van cim nuée mit, nhin thiy Lam Béo Thye truée mit kich dong dén ndi ndi niing dirt quéing, ¢6 khong khoi mim cudi. Khong phi ¢ khong kich
dong, chi a khong bict bay to ra sao.

“Puoc 1di, biy giy con chira dén e phai khoc.” Lirong Kién Phi di sang ddy, ding khiin gidy nhe nhang lau khoe mét ctia c6 dau, nhung chinh he mit
ctia ¢ cling do theo.

Céc ¢6 clng nhau chyp anh chung, n6i chuyén phiém, néu khong phéi khach khira lin ot t6i noi, Thé Van nghi réng, ¢6 1§ Lam Bao Thyc da quén mat
nguoi hom nay két hon chinh 1a minh nhi?

Mot minh c6 di vao bén trong, quay d4u lai nhin hai ¢6 ban, ¢6 cling mudn néi nhu vay: that t6t qua, co dén duoc that 1a tt.

C6 khong duoc sap xép tai ban cia ban hoc kia, boi vi Liong Kién Phi n01, thé thi moi ngudi s& rat bt tién, ¢o nhét dinh phéi giai thich minh khong phai
la The Phén, ma la em gai song sinh ctia Thé Phan. C6 tim duoc tén minh, bdng nhién kinh ngac phat hién, trén ban d6 con c6 mdt cai tén khién ¢6 tron
mét hd mdm: Vién T6 Van.

Anh. . ciing t6i tham dw hon I& u?

Thé Van mang tam tinh budn buc ngdi xudng, trong thiy khach khira lin hrot tién vao trong hoi truong, cai goi 1 nhén sinh ha xir bat tuong phing*,
chinh 14 néi téi bon ho sao?

(*) nhén sinh ha xir bt turong phing: y néi con ngudi di dau ciing ¢6 thé gip lai ngudi quen cil
C6 cudi khd, cam thiy nhur i bi tréu choc, khong phéi boi anh, mé 1 boi sb phan.

“Khong ngd em ciing dén ddy.” Mot 4m thanh niim trong dw doén vang lén sau lung co.

“...” Nhitng Ioi ndy nén dé ¢6 n6i méi phai?

Vién T Van ngéi xuéng vi tri bén canh ¢6, hom nay anh mac mt bo du phuc den xAm, 40 so mi den, con deo mit kinh gong den kia, trong ¢ vé rat
chin chin.

“C6 thé chir?”” Anh By goi thude, rit mdt diéu ra, ngim trong miéng, Bm bd mudn cham lira.

Thé Van bét dic di gat dau, c¢6 nghi nghi, ndi thém: “Gan déy anh nghién thube 1 qua di”

“Um...” Anh da cham lira, hit mot hoi, ding dAu ngén tay nhe nhang khiy mot c4i, “Khi t6i can suy tur, thudc 14 chinh | chit xtc téc t5t nhAt.”
“Suy tu?” C6 nhin anh, n3ic d ngiri dwoc mii thude nhan nhat, nhung ¢6 khong xoay dau sang chd khéc.

Vién T6 Van nhéch khoe miéng mim cudi: “Em. . .c6 himg thi biét khong?”



Thé Vén cén mdi, doi tim mit: “Khong n6i thi thoi.”

Anh bat cudi, nic dii 6 da doi tim miit, khong nhin thiy séc mit anh, nhung c6 biét anh dang cuoi.

“Suy tur mdt s6 chuyén. . .khong hiéu duoc.” Anh nhur 1 dang thira nue duc tha cau.

“¥” C6 nhin khong dugc chuyén tim miét tré vé, nhudng miy nhin anh.

“Em chura timg gip phai chuyén minh khong hiéu dugc sa0?” Ngon tay kep thudc 1 ctia anh rat thon dai, trén cac dbt ngon tay ¢ 16p chai hoi gd lén.
“Hinh nhur bay it khong phai a lic dé ching ta théo Iuan van dé.” C6 nhéic nhd anh.

“Em thit sy khong thich dé ngwoi khéc biét duge minh nghi gi phai khong,” anh bong nhién noi, “Cho du t6i hoi em thé ndo, em chi tra i chuyén chéing
lién quan, nhung chua bao gio' d€ 1 ra suy nghi ctia minh.”

“T6i dang nghii,”” anh nhin ¢6, dirmg mot chit, “Em hozc I rat ghét toi, hoac B...”

“Rét so t61.” PAu ngon tay anh run run, tan thube Fit nhit khong ngoai dur liéu roi vao gat tan, d6 1 noi ching n6 nén xuét hién.
“Khong ¢6,” Thé Van rét quyét doan phii nhan, “Anh c6 nghi t6i, khé ning dAu tién 1 chinh x4c hay khong?”

Vién T Van phan d6i nhin vai, tiép tuc hit thudc: “Khong, t6i nghi em khong c6 Iy do gi dé ghét toi.”

wm

Anh t6 vé vo t0i turoi cudi kha 4i, 1 loai nu cudi ¢b  bay ra cho ngudi khac xem: “Bai vi con ngudi ti. . .rat duoc 1ong phy nit.”

Thé Van nhin anh, nhin ny cudi ctia anh, con c6 ddi mit nhin khong thy day kia, c6 bdng nhién mim cudi, cudi dén vui vé, nhu | nhd t6i truyén hai nao
d6 —— ha, anh thét i hai hudc.

C0 nhé t6i khudn mit turoi i cia mot cau thiéu nién, mic dit by gio nhd lai, ¢6 mot chit ngde, nhung thoi diem Ay lai cam théy hét sirc nhe da ——
mot loai nhe da bamssinh, khong c6 ly do, nhung ciing mang theo ngrong nging. Trén tran cdu thi€u nién ¢6 vét thurong, hai ma rat béan, anh lau so qua,

ndi: “Nay, nghe noi to rat duge long con gai, cau ndi xem?”’

C0 da quén mat minh trd 0 thé ndo, hogic | minh ¢4 tré ki hay khong. CO chi nhé 10 sur nhe da kia, cing véi....mdt chitt ngrong nging trong do, day &
bi€u tinh dang yéu nhat ctia mdt cau thi€u nién nhi?

“Curdi gi d62”” Anh nhin ¢6, nhung d6i nt ciia ¢ tiét 16 cho anh ring anh khong can phai biét.

“Khoéng c6 gi.”

Thé Van thu lai khudn niit troi cuoi, chi i khoe miét va dudi Iong may c6 chira ¥ cudi than nhién, Vién TS Van thét thin nhin anh mit co.

Khach cing ban ]an lrot t6i chd, moi ngudi gan nhu khong biét nhau, Thé Van khong khoi suy nghi, ¢6 & nguoi ngdi ban nay chinh i nhimg nguoi
khong biét nén sip xép ngdi & ban ndo. C6 thiy Vién T6 Van & bén canh hut mdt diéu thude khac, ¢b cang khing dinh y nghi cia minh, thé thi ¢6 18 ndo
ho 1a ngurdi khong hop véi nguoi khac khong?

Khong bao 1u nghi thirc hon 1€ duoc bét dau, dnh dén my dan, mdt ngon dén chim chiéu trén ngudi chi ré Du Chinh, anh di dén trude micro, héing
giong mdt chit, giong diéu mang theo vé tir gicu: “Coé ngurdi ndi cho t6i biet, hdom nay dén tham dy hén I€ ctia t6i ¢6 rat nhicu co gai trude kia da timg
stng bai toL.”

Phia dudi vang 1én tiéng xuyt va tiéng curdi.

“Nhur vay dau tién t6i mudn ndi mt cau Vo clng xin 107

boi vi tir trude dén nay trong trai tim ti chi co Lam Bao Thyc.”
Tét ca moi ngudi hiéu ¥ mim cudi, trén con duong tinh yéu ndy, s& c6 bao nhiéu ngudi co thé kién tri di dén cubi cing.

“Rét nhiéu nam qua, moi lin khi d6i mat v6i 0 y, t0i ludn nhé t6i mdt bai tho ctia Tagore.” Vé miit clia anh dan 6n hoa mi nghiém tic, “Khong céch
xa nhat trén the gioi, khong phai gitta sy song va cai chét, ma 1, khi anh dimg trudc mit em nhung em khdng biét anh yéu em.”

Ca hdi truong lAm vao trAm e, ¢6 dAu roi nude mit.

Thé Van ngii rang minh s& khong roi nuréc mét, nhung ¢6 phat hién khoé mét minh d won wét. Rét nhiéu ngudi trong thanh phd 1o nay ciiing ¢ lic



khong tin Euong va‘to’tinh yéu nira, Du Chmh va Lam Bao Thyc lai dién ra mf)t cau chyyén tinh hai kich, khién cho mdt s ngudi tin vao tinh yéu lan nita,
tinh yéu van [ thir tot dep nhat trén thé gidi nay. Trong nhitng ngudi do cd thé bao gom ca c6 khong?

“Nhung hom nay,” am thanh trdm thip ctia Dur Chinh lai vang Ién, “Giita ching t6i khong con khoang cach nita, boi vi ching t6i yéu thirong An nhau.
Camon céc vi da toi tham du hon I€ cua chiing t6i, tang tién mirng cudi, hon nita chirng kién tinh yéu cua ching toi. Rat cdm on.”

Phia dudi vang Ién tiéng cudi va tiéng vd tay, khong chi vi hon nhan hanh phiic ctia bon ho, ciing 13 vi ban than minh con ¢6 thé cam dong béi tinh yéu.

Thé Vén lau khoe mt, trong bong i, mot chiéc khén tay mau trang dura t6i trrde mit ¢d, 6 ngac nhién nhin chiée khan tay kia, ri lai nhin sang Vién
T6 Van, cudi cling 6 van chan chir mi cim ly, king 18 lau nurée mit.

Nihi thirc van con tiép tuc, Thé Véan ngo ngac bang hoang nhin 1én san khau.

Khoang cach xa nhét trén thé gioi, khong phai gitta sw séng va cai chét, ma 1, khi anh dimg truée mit em nhung em khong biét anh yéu em
R&t cude, 1 ai sinh ly tir biét voi ai, 1 ai dimg trude mit ai, nhung khong thé nao néi duoge 1 yéu. ..
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Chwong 8: Thang mot
[ Vién Thé Van: “Chi i dang cho doi biét dau c6 mdt ngdy sang sém thirc day, c6 thé thuyét phuc chinh minh, khong suy nghi dén mot thir da timng b
chip, sau d6 am mdt nguoi phy nir hanh phic binh thirdng, tya nhur vira roi ¢6 da n6i, tim mot ngudi dan 6ng yéu minh két hon, sinh con, nudi nAng dira
con trudng thanh, trai qua cude séng binh than.

C6 18 moi nguoi déu dang cho doi ngay ndy. .. nhung trude d6, ching ta vén vo tinh kién tri véi mdt s6 ¢b chap trong dng minh, cho dén ngay nao d6 toi
rdi moi thoi.”

Tudng Bach Ligt: “C6 da n6i hai nguoi B Michael va Lucifer. C6 18 hai nguoi khong phai vay. C6 18 hai nguoi déu i Michael. Chéng qua 13 hai mit ciia
Michael.”]

8.1
Edit: Spring] 3

Mot loat dén chim xép ngay ngiin phat ra 4nh sang vang, Thé Vén hoi chong mit, c6 khong khoi suy nghi, thily tinh chéing phai nén chiét xa ra tia sang
trang hay sao, tai sao [a mau vang, ..

C5 nhin Vién T6 Van 6 bén canh, tir khi budi tiéc bat ddu anh da ubng ré}t nhiéu ruou, ngudi khong biét con tudng rang anh dang trinh dién vo kich “Co
dau két hon, chi ré khong phai 14 t67”. Xem ra, anh khong chi nghién thude 14 mi con nghién udng ruou.

“Pumg ubng nira.” C6 ngin lai.

Nhung anh chi Eing king nhin ¢6 mdt cai, 4nh it hoi trong rng, khong biét suy nghi ci gi, nhung ban tay van ning ly udng vao bung,

Peén bdng nhién mo dan, ¢6 dau chi 1é lai lén sén khiu, nguoi didu khién Churong trinh ndi nghi thire thép nén sép bt dau. Trong bong tdi, Thé Van
vuon tay ra, king € doat [y Iy rrou cuia Vién To Van, ¢6 thap giong ke sat tai anh noi: “Uong nita anh s€ say day.”

Anh tha tay xudng, khong gianh lai ly ruou, trong bong tdi khong biét anh suy nghf gi. Mot lat sau, anh dén gin tai c6, n6i: “C6 18 t6i chi mudn udng
ruou...”

Thé Vén ngiri dwge mii ruou, ¢b bat gidc nhiu miy: “Anh say roi t6i khong thém dé y toi anh dau.”

Anh trAm méic, tram méic thét Jau, cho dén khi c6 nghi hodic quay d4u nhin anh. Vo tinh tia sang hrét qua bon ho, chi cé hai gidy ngin ngii, nhung 6 thiy
duoc khudn mét hrdt qua ctia anh —— khién ngui ta kinh ngac 1, khu6n mit d6 mang theo ny cuoi, nhur | tramme bén trong con nguroi hodc sy vat

ndo do, khac hin voi Vién TS Van clia ngaty thudng, gids phit ndy anh glong nhu mdt cau thiéu nién mudi miy tudi, thoa méin véi hanh phiic nho nhé cia
minh, cho di1 so sanh véi hanh phiic trim néim ctia ¢6 ddu chu ré trurde mit, ciing khong dao dong ny cudi trén mit anh.

Vién T Van say r6L anh thit su say

Thé Van gio én ly rrou ctia anh, khong khoi nghi ngoy bén trong Ja g, nhung c6 ¢6 thé khéing dinh mot diém
1oL
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“T6i di toilet.” Vién TS Van bong nhién dimg Ién, trong béng i, burde chén anh hoi lao dao. Thé Van do du vai gidy, van ki di theo anh.

Anh rt lich sy hi ngudi phuc vu vi trf ctia toilet, rdi bude nhanh vao d6. Thé Van di theo anh ti cira, nghe thiy bén trong truyén ra tiéng non mira rét 1o
rét, cd khong khéi nhiu may.

Mot 14t sau, bén trong tinh ling, c6 ludng ly, 1ot cudc nhin khong dugc ma ho n: “Nay, anh khong sao chir?”
Anh khong tré 11, nhur 1 v ¢& bién mét, nhung c6 nghi ngd ring anh dang ngi.

“Vién T6 Van?” C6 ing ting dimg tai ctra, khong biét c6 nén vao hay khong

“T6i van con song. . .”” Anh mo voi nurde bon rira tay, tiy rira cai thanh bdn ciing voi ban tay va khudn miit ctia minh.
“0...” C6 khong biét vi sao minh tra 161 vung vé& nhur vy, nhung ngoai chit <07 c6 khong biét nén noi gi khac.
“T6i say roi.” Anh dong voi nude, ding khin gidy lau tay va it binh finh n6i.

“Um...”

“Con nhd 1an trude t6i da néi voi em khong?” Anh quay dau, nhin bong lung ciia ¢d.

“...”C6 cimg nhéc di chuyén bude chan, “Khong nhd, di thoi, t6i dua anh vé nha.”

Budc chan ctia Vién T Vén van hoi o dao, nhung khudn nit lai mim cudi.

Thé Van tim dugc Lirong Kién Phi, nhé ¢6 Ay chio c6 dau mdt tiéng, han huyén miy cau rdi ra khoi hoi truong,

Vién T6 Van dang dva vao lan can bang kim loai ndm canh thang cudn tir dong, anh nghiéng dAu, khong biét nhin chd ndo, mit kinh da thio xubng dit
trong ti 40, anh lay ra goi thudc, ngdm mdt di€u trong miéng, tay kia thi chuan bi an bat lira.

“Dumg hit.” Thé Vén di qua gianh Ky diéu thudc, ném vao trong thing ric.

Bat lira trong tay anh d4 nhom Iira 1én, miéng con kinh ngac mang theo hinh dang ngam thudc, ¢6 1& anh say thét rdi, cho nén ca ngudi tréng hoi chdm
chap.

“Di thoi.” C6 it hai tay vao ti, di én thang cudn ty dong. C6 nghe thy tiéng bude chén phia sau minh di theo t6i, ¢d khong quay dau nhin, ¢6 rét so
nhin thiy 4nh mt anh, loai 4nh mt tran trui sau khi khong con it kinh che Bp.

“Nay,” Vién T6 Van & dang sau noi, “Toi i ngudi ubng say, em c6 thé. . .dumng di nhanh nhur thé khong”

Thé Van dumg bude nghiéng ngudi nhin anh, mudn chd anh di Ién, anh van dimg tai chd khong hé nhiic nhich, khoe miéng cong 1én nu cudi nhur c6 nhur
khong,

“Nay, em c6 thé qua ddy diu toi khong?”

“.”CHcin moi, nheo méit nhin anh chémchzftm, khong thé phén biét anh ¢ thét sur can ¢6 diu di khong, Cubi cing, ¢6 danh chiu thd dai, di qua tim Ay
céanh tay anh, co gang coi anh nhur 6ng cu muon bang qua duong,

Nhung anh lai gidy tay c6 ra, sau d6 rat ty nhién diit canh tay Ién vai ¢, trong tim dua vé phia c6: “Thé nay t6t hon.”

Thé Van nhiu may, bi trong lrong ctia anh ép (}én lao ddo mdt bude, co khong démngéng dAu, bdi vi khudn mit anh & ngay trén du ¢, 6 camnhén
duoc tirng hoi tho ctia anh, tya nhur 13 séng bién.

Bon ho tir tir di dén cong khéch san, anh chang gitr xe da kéu mot chibc taxi tir trude, hon nita rét chuyén nghiép mo ctra xe ra, Thé Van nhét sirc ning
trén ngudi vao trong xe, rdi ngdi theo vao trong. Vién T6 Van tinh tho néi dia chi nha minh cho tai xé, sau d6 nhém it lai, nhu i dang ding hét strc ap
ché men say kia.

hai ngwoi khong n6i gi, gidng nhur ca hai déu khong ton tai, nhung lai bét gidc tw phong dodn y nghi ctia di phuong, Thé Van ing & quay dAu, nhin
nguoi dan 6ng say sua bén canh, co chot dang Ién no6i s¢ hai, ndi s hii v ¢, hinh nhu thir minh udn bao vé s€ bi pha tan thanh tirng manh.

Ngon tay ¢d dit trén ghé ngdi khé run riy, anh nim ban tay do, ding ban tay 4map ma day rong ctia anh bao Ry tay cd, hai mit anh vin nhim chit,
khée miéng cé vé diu dang nhan nhat: “Sao lanh nhu the...”

C6 mudn gty khoi tay anh, nhung lai bi niim thit chéit, c6 nghiéng ngurdi viron ban tay con i ra ddy anh, anh chi md mit, thip giong noi: “Dimg quay
nita, bay gio t6i dang nhirc dau...”

Lan dau tién Thé Vén phat hién, & trurde mit anh ¢6 nho bé nhur vay, cho dii ding hét sirc ciing khong thé nao thoéat khoi ngon tay anh, vi thé ¢ hon ddi



thoi khong gidty dua nira, quay du nhin ra ngoai cira s6. Anh khong dé y t6i ¢d, cang khong lo tdi co dang hon ddi, anh tiép tuc nhim it nghi ngoi.

T6i dudi au nha Vién TO Van, Thé Van nhén lic anh tré tién mau chong rit tay vé, dit vao trong tti, xudng xe khong dwrgc tw nhién cho im. Nhung
cam giac am ap nay lam thé nao ciing khong duoi di duge, dén noi khi co bat gidc nam tay kia, qua thit 14 lanh cong,

Vién TS Van tix trong xe dira, lai tya vao c6 mdt cach di nhi€n, &m thanh qua that mang theo men say: “Pi thoi...”

Cau thang xoén 0¢ von da khién ngudi ta chong mit, lic ndy ddi vi Thé Van qué 1 mdt loai cye hinh, ¢6 chot ¢6 phan hoi hin da ndi mubn dura anh vé
nha, boi vi c6 bat dau nghi ngd anh khong cé say that.

“Em cdng t6i lén di...” Anh néi.

“Pimg ¢6 ndmmo. ..” C6 tra 1oi.

“Khong thé ndm mo'sao. ..”

“Gidc mo khong thé thanh hién thyre thi tot nhit dimg mo. ..

“A, vay duoc oi...”

Bon ho ding 15 phit di tir tAng mdt dén tAng nim, Thé Van mét dén thd hén hén, ban tay lic dau lanh cng gio da nong dén d6 md hoi.

Dong tac tim chia kha ctia Vién T6 Van 16 rang nhanh nhen, Thé Vén khong thay giay, trrde hét do anh toi sofa, sau d6 lau md hoi trén tran minh, ¢6
cam thay mi¢ng ludi kho khan.

“Bén canh t lanh ¢6 nude khoang, ..”” Anh mo nira niit noi

C6 di qua, cAm nurde khoang mo nédp ra, vira méi ubng vao miéng, chot nghe tiéng anh tir sofa truyén t6i: “Toi néi B bao em mang sang déy cho toi
uong...”

“..” C clmg ngic dumg hinh, sau d6 ham hyre diit chai xudng, By mot chai mi di qua dura cho anh.

Anh khong néi cam on, truc tiép udng can chai nude trude mét cd, sau do gac chin kén tay vin ciia sofa, hrdi biéng noi: “Gidy. ..”
Cb can mdi, vron tay cdi gidy ciia anh, doi gidy da mau den thét I6n mau chong nim im Bing trén san nha bén canh sofa.

“Khin néng. ..”” Anh kéo ¢ 4o so mi ra, nhur i khong thoai méi cho lim, 4o vét khong biét da chay di dau.

C(),c{in rang di vao phong tim, mo voi nu(')'g Am saudd ty tiép rat mot chiéc khén treo tréq gia twong di sach s&, bat diu doi rira trong nuée Am visg
chiéc khan khong kip nong, ¢ chinh murde am chay dén mire gan nhur c6 theé goi la ndng, chang d€ y hai tay minh da do 1én.

C6 ném khan Ién mit anh, thiy anh khong phan g, c6 chi danh cén rang chiu dung ra tay lau gitip anh.

C6 gao thét dudi day long: Vién Thé Van, 16t cude miy im sao vy, miy khong phai a bao méu ciia anh ta!

Nhung hai tay c6 lai khong dimg duoc, hodc ki n6i, ¢6 khong thé nhin thiy bo dang kho chiu ciia anh mé khong di gitip anh day 1 mdt Vién Thé

Vén gan nhur xa la d6i vi ¢6, ngay ca chinh ¢6 ciing khong nhén ra ban than minh.

“Nay...” Anh mo nira nit, cudi nhur khong cudi nhin ¢6, “Téi mudn di tam. ..

“Xin cir tr nhién.”” C6 nghiém mit, dimg ddy nmudn di, nhung lai bj anh giir By ¢ tay.

“T6i...” Anh van nhin ¢ nhur vdy, hinh nhu dang chudn bi am gi d6.

“T6i phai v& nha.” C6 mudn giity khoi tay anh, nhung phat hién lim sao ciing khong thé thodt than.

B§ng dung, anh mau chéng dimg ddy, kéo ¢6 di qua phong tim, sau d6 nhoai nguoi trurde bdn rira tay, non tt ca mrde khodng vira udng vao bung ra
hét.

Thé Van khong gidly dua nita, mé nhe nhing vd lung anh, trong it tan ra mot tia dau long,
Anh lai n6n thém Ic nita, roi moi md voi nude, ding mdt ban tay khdy mude én mit, nhung ban tay dang ndm tay ¢6 van khong budng ra.

Mot tay anh chéng trén b(f)n rira, nuée theo hai mé chay xubng cam, 16i nhd giot én 40 so mi ctia anh. Bon ho khong nhin thing nhau, m i thong qua
chiéc guong trén tuwong d€ nhin mat doi phuong,

“Em biét khong. ..” Anh ding am thanh tir tinh mang theo men say néi, “By i toi rt muén hon em. ..”



“_..” C6 md to hai mit nhin anh, ndi khong ra Ioi.

Bon ho cir nhin dbi phuong trong gwong, gidng nhur troy ve rét Jau rat Jau trude kia, hai co cau thiéu nién ngly ngd, tay nédm tay, mim cudi quan sat adi
phuong trong gwong, co miy thoi gian xoay quanh than tbc, thé nhung bon ho than thd khong phat gide, gidng nhur bi ha than chi, khong biét im thé nao
dé thu hdi tm mit.

“Nhung t6i biét,” 4m thanh ctia anh phd tan thdn chi ndy, “Khong c6 ¢d gai ndo thich dwoc mdt ngudi dan 6ng vira méi nén mira hon mdi, cho nén...”
L“?’?

“Hay 14 thoi di. . .” Anh cudi 16 1én, mang theo chut ¥ tir dia dai, hodic nhur B dé che gidu gi do.

Thé Vén cam thdy khuon it minh nong lam co khong dam nhin grong nifa, chi nhiu chat miy, c6 mudn méng anh, nhung cam thiy néu lic nay méng
anh thi s€ khién anh nghi rang c6 dang lam niing, vi thé c¢6 can moi, khong noi gi, bd dang trong rat tirc gian.

Anh bong khoéc canh tay trén vai ¢d, 4m thanh diu dang n6i, “Toi chong mit. ..”
“Chéng mt thi di ngd di. ..” C6 tra i méy moc.
“Emc6 thé diu t6i 1én giwrong khong?”” Anh vira hoi, vira sai budc di vé phia phong ngi.

Thé Van nghiéng nga lo dao, ném than hinh niing né ctia anh Ién girong, trong thiy vé it mé man ctia anh nhin minh, ¢ tham chi c6 ndi xung dong
mu6n nhio t6i bp ¢b anh.

“Toi di day!” C6 giy khoi tay anh, thong bao c6 phin gian dbi.

“Khong dugc. . khong phéi toi da néi rdi a, néu toi say, tot nhat emnén ¢ lai cling t6i. . . Anh con mubn voi Iy tay c6, nhung khong con manh mé nhur
lac dau, hinh nhur say thét, cling rat mét moi.

“T6i 4 dura anh v& nha.” C6 nhic nh.
“Doi t6i ng 1di di,” anh nhur 1 dang that sy nén ni ¢6, 4nh it bt gidc ra roi, “Puoc khong. ..”

Thé Van cin moi, da khong dém dugc hom nay 1 an thir miy c6 mém long, quén di, 6 nghi, hira v6i anh lan nira di. .. Nhung lan sau khong thé lip lai
nira.
C5 lay tit ca chan chdng chat 16n x0n trén girong dip 1én ngudi anh, sau d6 khoanh tay tura vao khung cira s6: “Anh ngii di, t6i s& chér anh ngi rdi moi

)

VE.
Vi@n T yan rét cudc 10 ra nu cuoi yén tAm, sau do nhéim hai mit, khong qua vai gidy, tiéng hit thé' déu dn cta anh truyén t6i, ctng voi mot $6 11 Bm
nham chang thé nghe ra.

Péu girdng anh dat mdt quyén sach, it sau hudng Ién trén, 6 nhan ra d6 1 sach ctia Hang Phong, boi vi hinh nhw Hang Phong ciing di cho ¢6 quyén
nay, nhung c6 chua tirng doc qua.

Thé Van thé dai trong 1ong, bdng nhién cam thiy moi mét bét cir ai bj anh giay vO ciing s& mét moi thdi nhi?
Nhung ¢6 cudi khd, visao 1 minh chir?

Sau khi xac dinh anh da ngu say, c0 ron ra rén rén mudn di ra ngodi, i di ngang qua céi ban, ¢6 vo tinh trong thiy khung anh kia van bj i nguoc, trong
lic ngan ngo, c6 ma xui quy khién dirng bude.

C6 nh¢ lan truée e minh mudn it nd en thi Vien TO Van chot xuét hign, e dy 6 khong biét xéu ho bao nhiéu, gibng nhur ké trom bj chi nha bt tai
tran. Nhung lic ndy, c6 cam thay trong long minh duong nhwr ¢6 tiéng ¢6 vil, sau d6 ¢ mot am thanh néi: Theé Van, hay 1a thoi di. . .

C6 1at khung anh Ién, nhin nguoi trén tAm anh, ¢6 ngo ngin khong thét nén oi.
Bdng nhién ¢6 dat khung anh xubng, van 1 mét sau hudng lén trén. C6 di thing t6i phong khach, méic 4o khoac deo it xach, rdi king 1§ roi di.
Thét gidng nhur ¢6 chua timg 1t khung anh kia lén.

Khi v& t¢i nha, ¢6 loang thoang nghe durgc tiéng hoan 1o cia tAng trén va tang dudi, cting véi tiéng phao nd tir ddng xa, c¢6 nhin dong hd trén tudng,
murdi hai gio nam phut, hoa ra. . .mot nim moi da tdi roi.

C0 treo a0 khoac Ién mdc 4o, sau d6 dun nude, nude si roi moi nhd trong nha c6 may nudc uong,

Cb cuoi kho, bung cde nurde Am ngdi truwrde méy tinh, mo ra trang web cd thurong vao, timra thu muc ghi am, sau d6 Eing nghe.
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Giéng Sinh vui vé!

“Céac ban thinh gia trudc radio Thu Lo ding giong di€u vui nirng va han hoan noi.
Bai hat nén chinh i ca khc diroc trung tm mua sim mé di mo lai nhiéu an: “We wish you a Merry Christmas, we wish you a Merry Christmas, we
wish youa Merry Christmas. . . . . . and Happy New Year!”

“Déy la Thu Lo cua dai phat thanh tleng Trung tai New York mang dén tiét muc ndy cho céc ban, ching ta sép phéi chao dén mdt nim moi, khong biét
601 V6i mdt ndm qua céc ban c6 tiée nubi gi khong, va c6 nhirng mong doi gi cho mdt ném moi? Hbibé, ba me thurong noi voi ching ta, tai ngudng cra
sap bét dau mdt niim moi, néu thanh kinh e nguyén véi than linh, néi khong chirng c6 thé thure hién duoc, cho nén mbi khi sap sang nam moi, chiing ta
khi con Ia nhitng dira tré luén cung kinh phac hoa ra hinh dang cta than linh trong tAm tri, sau d6 wéc nguyén mdt mong mudn to 16n —— co 18 diéu nay
cting giéng nhur khi céc ban nho & phurong Tay xin diéu ude véi dng gid Noel nhi? Nhung buon cudi la, doi dén hom sau thirc ddy, ching ta ién quén
mét 1o wée nguyen nay, boi vi du sao nd cling la hur vo, xa xamkhong thé thanh hién thure, ndm chét tién fi xi trong tay moi i cam xtic hanh phtic chan
that nhét c6 thé cham toi.

Pugc rdi, dau tién hiy doc thu ctia mot sb thinh gia, 1 vé hoi dap ciia keo va gidy g6i keo khong biét cac ban trude radio co tran day to md ddi
v6i hai vi thinh gia kia gidng nhur t6i khong? Lan nay ‘Van dam phong khinh® giri thur n6i, mubn nhé t6i chuyén 10 cho “Tinh cau c6 don’ 16i thit,
viée chuyén 101 nay khong biét tai sao that sy khién toi rit da nghién dy anh 4y mudn t6i chuyén 1o n6i rang, “that ra keo va gidy i keo, diéu nay
can ban khong phai I mot sy Ia chon’. .. Uy, chi mdt cau vy thoi. “Tinh cau c6 don’, ban c¢6 nghe duoc khong, cau trén B “Van dam phong khinh’
mubn ndi véi ban.

Um... Tuy ring Thir Lo khong hiéu cho Fim, nhung nhimg 16i niy muén dugce nhin giri cho ngudi ¢ thé hiéu duoc, khong phai sao? Nhung ndi tré lai,
“Vén dam phong khinh® ban cling n6i it qua di, that vat va moi giri cho t6i mdt birc thw, khong the vict thém mot chit nita sao, ban the nay thét sy khicn
moi ngudi ching t6i khong hiéu duoc y nghi, ngay ca dao dién ciing chit van t6i vi sao phai ¢ trong tiét myc thém vao ndi dung tro chuyén khong dau vao
dau nhu vdy. .. Ha ha, nhung t6i nghi, néu tiét muc ciia t6i ¢6 thé gitip do hai ban mot chit, thlcomhu 12 mdt vinh hanh —— vi thé, t6i s& dbc hét st
minh chuyén 10 cho hai ban trén séng dién tir nhé. Tiép theo hiy cing Fing nghe mdt ca khiic. .

Keo va giéy g6i keo. ..can ban khong phai [a mdt sy lwa chon?

D6 14 céi gi? Chi la mt ci ¢6, hodc a mdt trd diia vé van?

Thé Van mudn suy ngh, nhung dau 6c i trong rdng; ¢6 mudn thuyét phyc bén thén ding nhé dén khudn mt cta Vién T6 Van nira, tuy nhién c6 vin
bat giac phac hoa ra hinh dang kia trong long. Trong co thé c6 dudng nhur uén ¢ hai nguon luc wong dang giao chién, khién ¢d cang ngay cang nuon
tim dugc con ngudi chan that ciia minh.

C ngo ngic ngdi trén sofa phong khach, khong biét qua bao Jau, di dong chot vang lén, tiéng dan duong cam du dwong kia giong nhur cay kim ddm vao
trai tim c0.

C5 nhin cai tén hién thi trén man hinh, nhét thoi ¢ phin kedng hr ¢d nén tiép may hay khong.

“A16...” Co dit di dong bén tai, qua vai gidly moi ngdp ngliing noi.

“Cau. . .ngl chira?” Am thanh Thach Thy Thén nghe ra ¢6 chut mét moi, nhung rat diu dang

“A, chua...”

“Vira rdi toi nghi. ..c6 nén goi dién cho cau khéng, t6 nhé néu cau ngii rdi thi s& it ngudn, cho nén goi thir...”
“O.. 16 con chura ngi.”” C6 mim mbi, khong biét tir khi ndo giita bon ho tré nén dé dat, khong ¢6 gi dé noi.

”I'hat ra cling ching c6 giquan trong, chila. . dang thu xep mdt vai thir, sau d6 t& tim duge mdt s6 anh clia ching ta hdi cao trung, con ¢6 nhing thir
... bdng nhién t6 rét bui ngd, vi thé goi dién cho cau.”

“Um...” C6 dumg Ién, thong tha di dén bén cira s, “La gi thé? K& t6 nghe voi.”

Thach Thu Than nhur nhan duoc s ¢b vil, giong n6i khong cbnl§h§nm10ngnhu lic (’ia‘iuz “A, ¢6 tAmanh ciia ching ta chup hdi 16p 11, khong phai chup
chiing ta, ma 1a khi ching ta tham gia nhom nhiép anh da chyp d€ hoan thanh bai tap ay.”

“A...” Trong dau Thé Vén tim kiém hinh anh kia, “Sau d6 con ty minh inra. ..”
“U,” 4m thanh Thach Thy Théin nhu | mang theo y cudi, “Cau con nhé chup g khong?”
“Khong nh¢ im. . .chuyén lau nhur véy. ..”

[T3E 1]

Déu day bén kia trdm kg, bdng dung lai truyén dén mt —— noi thé nao nhi —— trdn curdi nudng chicu, dwong nhur ¢6 phan bat déc di, nhung lai
khoan dung, Khién c6 chot cam thay, cho du minh néi gi, lam g, anh ta & dau day bén kia ciing s& khdng tirc gidn, chi 1 lac dau, khe tho dai ma thoi,
hon nita trén khudn mét udn né nu cudi diu dang,



“Cau d6,” anh ta n6i tiép, “C6 lic t6 rét nghi ngd khong biét ¢6 phai cau rit ghét to hay khong, ..”
“Khdng cd,” ¢b vdi vang phi nhan, nhung lai chén chix, .. . Tai sao cAu n6i vay?”’
Anh ta cudi, ¢b tham chi ¢6 thé twong tuong, gior phit nay khudn mit troi cudi clia anh ta | vui vé ¢ ndo —— nhung ma anh ta that sw vui suéng sao?

“Khong c6 gi,” Thach Thy Thén dirng mot chit, “Trén tim anh | chim bd cau tai Quang trurdng Nhin Dan, t¢ con nhé khi dy cu ndi véi t6, bd cau noi
d6 von rat coi ms.”

o
“....Néu khong chiing s& khong thoai mai qua lai nhur con thoi trong dam nguoi.”

“A...” Thé Vén ciing cudi, cam thiy y nghil ndy rit dang yéu.

“Sau d6 c4u con ndi, hién tai ching nd trd nén kiéu ngao, bai vi con ngudi dut cho chiing an ngy cang nhidu, bi chiéu hu roi.”

“Thé a...”

“Sau d6 cau that sy nop tAm anh chim bd cau coi nhu bai tap, tlﬁy con hoi cau >
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day ot cude 1 b cau hay 1 ga mai?” Co cudp 1oi, sau d6 cudi rd én, cuoi rit vui vé. C6 ciing nghe duroc tiéng cudi clia anh ta, trong thoai méi
mang theo diu dang, giong nhur 1a cdu thiéu nién muroi may tudi, cudi dén khi d6i mat bien thanh mit duong cong,

“Cau biét khong,” anh ta n6i, “Déi khi, t& ¢ chit khong 16 rang.”
‘K?M
“Thir m & nhé nhung, 16t cude B ching ta hdi Ay, hay 1. . .nhitng ngay Théng vo wu vo I kia.”

Anh ta nhu |a dang h6i 0, hogc | dang héi chinh minh. C6 chot nghi réng, that ra anh ta cling tran ddy tim sy, nhu | muon kéo minh ra khoi mi mi,
nhung lai trAm me vao trong do.

C5 cuoi kho, 16t cude trén thé gidi ndy c6 bao nhiéu nguoi gidng cd, khong biét ban than minh suy nghi c4i gi?

“Té da dat vé may bay r6i.”” Am thanh ctia anh ta binh tinh khéc thuong, nhu 1 bi danh v& khong gian 4o tudng roi vao bén trong hién thue.
‘GA' 3 .’9

“La cudi Thang hai.”

“Cho nén, néu duoc thi trude cudi Thang mdt cau cd thé cho t& mot dap an khong?”

Thé Van chan chd choc 1at, roi moi ndi: “Unm. . .thit ra >
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cau khong can tra 10i t6 bay gio,” anh ta ngit 10 ¢6, “That sy khong can dau. Cho di hién tai cau co dap an hay chura, hdy doi t6i e d6 rdi néi
cho t¢ biet, duogc khong?”

“Dugc...” C6 nhin 4nh dén neon xa xim, da tit tir Ay, nhung phia dudi c6 dnh dén do ngdm nhip nhay.

“Chiic nirng ndm mai!”

“Chic mimg nam moi...”

Thé nhung, Thé Vén khong khoi suy nghii, niim mai ndy khong nhat dinh s& vui vé d4u nhi.

Khi Thé Vén gip lai Vién T6 Vén thi da cach dém giao thira say ruou kia ndm ngy. Boi vi co bi cam, hon nita gidng nhur anh lin do6, déu trai qua tit ca
triéu chirng, nhung khong niing nhu anh.

C6 nho ddng nghiép gitp ¢6 xin nghi ba ngay, khong dam néi minh bi bénh, néu khong roi vao 16 tai ctia tén xAu xa kia, n6i khong chimg anh lai limra
chuyén gi nita.

Dboi déq ngly co tr vé cong ty thi da 1a thir sau, thoi tiét rat tot, mét troi chiéu sang dén ndi khd ma mo mit, ¢d bao boc minh trong chiée 4o 16ng mau
den, quan khiin quang c6 rat day, che khuat nira khuon niit, lai deo kinh mét that to, c6 dirng & mot goc chd thang mdy, 1én nhin anh phan chicu trén tam



kinh mi quan sét chinh minh —— qué 1 nhur d6i thanh ngudi khac, céch an méc nay, cho dii dén Alaska ciing khong thanh vén dé nhi?

Thang miy 6, ¢0 & ngwoi dau tién di vao, sau khi 4n nit thi yén tm twa vao mot géc. Moi ngudi n ot tién vao, ¢6 nhin mili chén minh, suy tu vé 1oi
ndi ctia Thach Thy Than. May ngay nay khi nam nghi ngoi trén girdng, ¢6 luon bat giac nghi téi anh ta, 101 ndi ctia anh ta, cling voi nhitng ngay Thang c6
phai cho doi.

C6 phéi anh ta da biét d4p 4n cta c6 rdi khong? Vi thé khong mudn di dbi mit, tinh nguyén dit ra mdt ngdy, chdm chdm cho doi, dé khién trai tim minh
khong dau don chang?

Thé thi.. n6i theo diém nay, Thach Thy Than c6 diém gidng co.

Mot ddi gidy d4 béng kiéu nam dung vao mii chén c6, khién c6 khong thé khong ngang dau, mudn di ghét chii nhan ctia ching n6. Nhung khi ¢6 nhin
thdy 15 khubn niit cia chil nhan kia, bong nhién chang biét 1im sao.

Vién T6 Van mit dbi mit véi co, sic mit hoai nghi nhin ¢, loai anh it nay...s€ khién nguoi ta d6 md hoi trong miia dong rét lanh.
Trong khong gian nho hep anh chia tay théo kinh mat ciia ¢6 xudng, sau d6 nhuéng may nhin ¢6, giong nhur dang n6i: em an niic thé ndy B nudn am gi?

Thé Van trimg mz“’}t nhin anh, sau d6 cup ¥t xudng khong nhin anh nita. D sao ciing chi la trimg qua trimg lai thoi, chi bang Bmbo dwong nhu khong
¢ viée gi dung dé y tdi anh.

Nhung anh cting khong chiu thua cach khin quang ¢ rat day che khuat nira khuon mit ¢o, gan nhur khong thé nhin thiy hinh d4ng —— anh ndm
ly cdim c6, nang mit ¢6 1én, khién c6 phai nhin anh.

C6 mubn trimg anh, cai mii i bit gidc nglra gy, ¢6 nheo rmt bng nhién hit xi mdt cai. Nhitng gi tir trong 16 miii ¢b, von di nén bén Ién khiin quang cd,
gior phit ndy lai hét ra hét trén ban tay anh dang ném ly cam co.

Thé Vén nhin ban tay trurée nit hoi cimg ngic, c¢6 chép miét, khong dam ngang dau.

Thang may dén téng ctia cong ty bon ho rdi, Vién Té Van tha tay ra, xoay ngudi di ra ngoai. Thé Van cti dAu di theo phia sau anh, khut khit mii, lai ¢6
cam giac muon hat hoi.

Trong van phong by mon rt im king, chi c6 lc dac vai ddng nghiép ngdi tai chd an sang, Thé Vén di qua cira viin phong ctia Vién T6 Van, khi ¢6 mubn
quay vé chd ngdi ctia minh, thi d4 bi anh tim vao phong,

“Nay,” anh d6ng ctra lai, vron tay kéo xudng khin quang ¢b ciia ¢b, “Xin hoi ba ngiy nay em xin nghi, ban ron kim gi thé?”

“Rét nhiéu chuyén.”

“Ban sinh bénh a?”” Anh hinh nhur khong vui.

«.. . Thinh thoang,”

Anh nhin c6, nhur 3 mudn nhin thiu anh mét ¢6 xem trong dau ¢ dang ngti gi.

“Nay,” anh coi 40 khoéc treo Ién, “T6i thu lai 101 néi ctia minh miy hém trude.”

“»*Nhip tim ¢ tang tbc, nhin anh chiim cham

“Emkhong so t0i, tuyét d6i khong, nguoc lai 1 t6i sg em.”

That sao?

Thé Van cudi khd, anh s c6 chd nao?

“Cam iy.” Khong biét tir dau anh Ay ra mot hop thube cam, dura tdi tay 0.

C6 chan chd nhan By, mudn néi “Cam on’” nhung lai nghen ¢ ¢ hong, n6i khong ra 1oi.

Sau hom d6, bénh cam ctia ¢6 mau chong khoe lai, ¢6 khong biét co phai la do tac dung ctia hop thude cam kia khong? C6 18 phai, c6 1§ khong,
C5 va Vién T6 Van khong nhic t6i dém giao thira kia nira, giong nhur d6 1 mot trang gidy khong quan trong trén to lich, nhanh chong bi lat qua.
8.2

Edit: Springl 3

Chii nhét, Thé Van v6n di &én phong kham ctia Tuéng Bach Liét, nhung anh ta goi dén trude d6 noi la phai dén trurong coi thi, cho nén dbi lai cudi tudn



sau. C6 khong biét minh nén vui hay bét déc di, 1 rang boi vi cau hoi cia anh ta ma khan trrong, nhung luon nghi réng trong long ¢6 rat nhiéu diéu mudn
ndi véi anh ta. Dao ndy, ¢d trai qua sy mAu thuan khong 13 rang, tat ca moi chuyén nhin qua déu c6 hai mit, ¢6 khong bict nén lra chon theé nao ——
nhung c6 €, tira nhu “Van dam phong khinh’” da n6i, d6 can ban khong phai la mot su ra chon.

Mat trdi trura chi nhat tt lam, Thé Van li xe di siéu thi mua dd an. C6 nhin thay khuon mat tiroi cuoi ctia bon nhd ng01 trong xe mua hang, con c6 cap
ngudi yéu tré tudi, vo chdng ndim tay nhau, hodc 1 nhitng cu gia diu nhau di, tt ca moi thir déu khién c6 cam thy 4m 4p, nhung c6 ciing thiy doc sur
¢6 don ctia minh.

Cb cb gang kiém ché loai cam xtc u am nay, mudn khién minh trng c6 ve twoi tin mot chit, nhung cai mii lai cay x¢&, ¢ bdng nhién rt hy vong c6 mit
nguodi s€ vo vai ¢ noi: ching ta di uong ly ca phé di, tién thé an chit banh ngot.

D6 . . .mdt nguoi da roi khoi co, roi khoi thé gigi ndy tir Jau, | ngudi thong thudng im viée vi ¢6, mic du ngudi hay Bm mdt minh luon ki ¢6 Ay.
A, dung vay, mbi khi c6 don, c6 s& nh6 tdi nguoi Ay, dic biét nhé nhung. ..

“Nay, xin chao.” C6 ngudi vo vai co.

“7” Co xoay nguoi, khong khoi siing so.

“Pén mua do sao?” Ly Nhuoc Ngu ddy xe mua hang, bén trong chira day du thir.
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“Ngai qué, t6i ngdc thit, moi ngudi dén day 1 dé mua do mi, khong thé nao dén dé nhin cho da nit.” Liic ¢6 ta cuoi tuoi trong rit ngot ngio, khoe
miéng cé hai ma Nim dong tien that sau.

Thé Van cudi lich sw, ¢6 nhin xe mua hing ctia minh, bén trong chi ¢6 vai thir linh tinh, nhung c6 van n6i: “Um, da mua xong rdi, dang dinh di tinh tién.”
“T6i cling vay, di cung nhé.”

Thanh toén xong, Thé Van xoay ngudi, phét hign Ly Nhuoc Ngu von xEp dang sau lic ndy da tré tién & méy thu ngin khac. C hoi ling ting dtmg d6
doi cho, that ra c6 cling khong biet minh dang doi gi, chi 1a cam thay khong thé chang chao mdt tiéng ma di.

“Khong bang,” Ly Nhuoc Ngu xach theo hai tdi rat to di t6i, “Chiing ta di ubng tach ca phé di, tién thé an chit banh ngot.”

[T 1]

Trong nhay mét, Thé Van ngo ngac nhin ¢6 gai trudc mit, canh cira nhd nhung dan dan mo ra, ky e vé& “nguoi ndo d6” tira nhur nude ki trao dang ménh
liét.

“Co biét khong,” Ly Nhuoc Ngu khudy tach ca phé, nhu i dong tac theo ban ning, “Ban dau t6i ludn cam thiy, Thach Thy Than rit dang thuong. ..”
“Boi vi anh 4y thich 6, nhung ¢6 hinh nhu khong hé thich anh y.”

Thé Van ho nhe mdt chit, mim mdi, ¢o ph.'?m khong tur nhién n6i: “C6 ndi chuyén van. . .true ﬁép vay sao?”’

“C6 18 thé.” C6 ta mim cudi, “Nhung sau do t6i lai cam thdy thét ra anh Ay ciing khong déng thurong.”

“Boi vi t6i thich anh 4y, cho nén hiéu duoc tim trang ctia anh 4y.”

“_..” Thé Van nhin banh phd mai viét quét nho nhé trude miét, khong biét nén tra 1i ra sao.

“Tam trang cua mOt ngudi yéu don phurong fa....” C6 ta dimg mot chit, “Puong nhién la s& c6 mit chit chua x6t, nhung cling ¢ hanh phic, it nhét khi
61 nhin thiy anh 4y cuoi, t6i s& cam thiy niém hanh phic niy virot xa ndi chua x6t khi Ié loi mot minh.”

Thé Van cudi khd, khong biét 13 vi ¢6 ta, hay 1 vi Thach Thy Than.
“Cb nhat dinh da biét, anh dy sap di roi phai khong?”
“Um...”

“Khong biét tai sao, nghe duoc tin tirc do t6i lai ching cam thiy dau khd, nguoc lai i thé phao nhe nhdm. .. C6 ta nhin ngoai cira, trong miét p loe
giot .



“Boi vi t6i nghi riing, néu anh 4y khong ¢ bén canh, t6i c6 thé quén di mdi tinh ndy, quén di. ..mii vi dau khd ciiing nhur hanh phiic. Néi khong chimg, t0i
s& gip duge mot ngudi dan dng rét tdt, anh Ay rat yéu toi, toi ciing s& yéu anh Ay, sau d6 ching toi s& két hon, sinh con c4i, sau d6 nudi ndng con céi
truong thanh. ..”

“C6 khong cam thay mdt chuyén nhur vy [ rét hanh phiic Eim sao?” C6 ta quay dau nhin Thé Van, ma lim dong tién hién Ién, c¢6 chut chua xot.

Thé Van gat dau: “Rét hanh phuc.”

“Trong long c6 ¢6 thich ai khdng?” C6 ta dot nhién hoi.

“...Khong cd.”

“Viy tai sao khong thir tiép nhan anh dy chir?”

“_..” Thé Van quay mit qua chd khéc, khong dam nhin c6 ta, ddi dién voi anh nit da timg bi ton thirong lai con kién dinh, khién cho ngudi ta so hai.

“Xin, xin 16i,” Ly Nhuoc Ngu bdng nhién cti dau, ¢ chit khong tur nhién cin mdi, “Hoi loai chuyén ndy, that sw qua ngu xudn. . . Ci nay giong nhu
hoi vi sao Thach Thy Than khong thich t61.”

T3]

“Khong,” Thé Van rdt cude mo miéng, “Khong phai”
‘K)’?
“Toi ciing khong cam thdy ngu xun.”

(T3]

“Nguoc lai ti cho ring ¢ rat diing cam, vo cling diing cam. Mot ngudi bang long biéu dat chinh minh thing thén nhu vdy, theo t6i thiy déu rat ding
cam”

[T3E 1]

“Toi va Thach Thy Thz‘in.’. .c6 1€ khong c6 duyén phén, chuyén nay khong hé lién quan’dé'n 01 co thl:Ch aikhong” c6 cudi kho, “Qlﬁ 13 t6i ludn coi anh 4y
la banma t’h()i,‘ t61 nghil n€u t61 ding tur twong thir xem d€ chap nhan tinh cam cua anh ay, diéu d6 doi véi anh ay la khong cong bang, cho nén t6i tha
dung c6 bat dan.”

“Nhung c6 chura timg thir thi im sao biét anh ay khong thich hop vai c6 chir, hay i vi ¢6 mudn mdt tinh yéu hoan my?”

“Khong, t0i khong nghi viy, nguoc lai toi nghi réng trén thé gidi nay khong c6 tinh yéu hoan m, chura bao gior c6.”

“Vay thi rot cude c6 dang doi cai gi?”” C6 ta nhin thang vao cd, trong anh mit mang theo nghi hodc.

Thé Van tha chiéc thia bac nho nho ra, tua vao lung ghé, mim cudi n6i: “Thé thi co dang cho doi cai gi?”

“Toi...”

“Cd dang chd doi minh hét hy vong phéi khong ”

(T3]

“Chi 2 dang ché doi biét dau c6 mdt ngdy séng sém thirc ddy, c6 thé thuyét phyc chinh minh, khong suy nghi dén mot thir da timg cb chép, sau d6 am
mot nguoi phu nit hanh phuc binh thuong, twa nhu vira r6i ¢6 da no6i, tim mot ngwoi dan 6ng yéu minh két hon, sinh con, nudi nang dira con trudng
thanh, trai qua cudc song binh than.”

“Nhur thé ching 1§ khong duge. ..”” Ly Nhwoc Ngu thi thao.

“Tét lam, nhur vAy rat tt,” Thé Van nhin c6 ta, dudng nhu ban than chot hiéu ra diéu gi do, “Téi ciing dang chd ngdy nay.”

[T3E 1]



“C6 I& moi ngudi déu dang cho doi ngay ndy. .. nhung trude do, ching ta van vo tinh kién tri voi mdt s6 ¢d chap trong long minh, cho dén ngy ndo do
tG1 o1 moi thoi.”

A, Thé Van suy nghi, ¢6 chura bao gioy biét minh c6 thé néi ra nhur vy, nhung khi ¢6 that sy nghe chinh minh n6i thé moi phat hién héa ra minh da hiéu
dao ly nay tr lau.

Cb cuoi kho, néi khong chirmg, ¢d ciing i mdt ngudi thu thap keo.
“Nhur vay,” budi ti ctia mdt tuan sau, Tudng Bach Liét vira ubng bia vira ndi, “C6 dinh cho. . .vi tién sinh ho Thach kia mdt d4p an nhur thé nao?”

Trong phong chi bit dén ban nho nho, phét ra anh sang ém diu, may diéu hoa treo trén vach tudng thdi timg doi gié nong, c6 & 1a vi str dung qué 1au rdi,
am thanh may mdc hoat dong cé hoi lon.

Thé Van nim trén ghé da, mot tay chdng dau: “Anh khong phai da s6m biét rdi sao?”

“A khong,” Turong Bach Liét nhin vai theo kiéu trong phim truyén hinh rét dep, “Con ngudi la sinh vét cuc ky phire tap, trong tinh hudng ban than ngudi
d6 khong bay to thai do gi, to1 tuyét doi s€ khong phong doan bira bai y tir ctia ho.”

“That ra toi rét thich cach n6i kia ctia ¢6.” Ngon tay anh ta nhe nhang vudt chai bia, phét ra am thanh c6 tiét tAu.
‘“?73

“Chinh la cau c6 da noi véi co gai kia, “trong long mdi nguoi ching ta déu s& cé mot loai ¢b chip, trurde khi toi ngiy ma sur c¢d chép d6 bién mét, ching
ta déu van ling & cho doi’.”

“Anh cling déng yu?”’

“Pdng ¥, duwong nhién ddng y,” anh ta gio hai canh tay 1én, “Toi cam thiy rat nhidu ngudi déu nhur vay.”
“Piéu nay khién t6i nhd dén modt bo phim dién anh.”

“Phim gi?”’

“C6 doan xem?”” Anh ta lai bat du khién c6 nbi lén hirng thu.

“The Legend of 1900.”

“Khong”

“Forrest Gump.”

“Khong.”

.. .Spider Man.” C6 khong khang dinh, cudi cudi nhin anh ta.

“Khong phai.”

“Vay 1a phim gi?”

Tuong Bach Liét gic chan én ban, vé mit twoi cudi noi: “Brokeback Mountain. ..”
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..” Nu cuoi ctia Thé Van dong cimg lai.
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“Cd khong thiy rit chun xéc sao? Khi c6 ndi, “trong dng mbi ngudi ching ta déu s& c6 mdt loai ¢b chip’

«“ khoan d3, t6i chura tirng ndi qua nhiing 10i nay.”

“C6 quan h¢ gi chtr, dai khéi chinh I y tir nhu vy, tom lai khi toi nghe ¢6 noi thé, trong dau bng nhién xuAt hign mjt cdu—— trong long mdi nguroi
déu c6 mot ngon mii Brokeback.”

“Quy tic cta bac si tam ly chinh 14, khi bénh nhén mubn anh ta im miéng thi anh ta cang noi tring ra, ma khi bénh nhin mudn anh ta ndi ra y tuéng trong
dau, anh ta lai ngoan co bat dau thira nude duc tha cau hay sao?” C6 danh chiu.

Tudng Bach Ligt nghiéng dau suy nghi, gt dau n6i: “Trén co ban, ¢6 thé ndi vay —— nhung day chi B mdt trong nhitng quy tic.”



“Con c6 dieu hai, diéu ba sao?”

/\

“Rét nhidu, trén thuc té c6 rat nhi
phat dién am quy tic cao nht.”

1, anh ta mim cudi git dau, c6 & vi da udng bia, m thanh hoi krdi nhac, “Tém lai, ching toi iy viée ép bénh nhan

Thé Van cudi ha ha, cam thdy cach n6i ciia anh ta rét tha vi
“Nhur vay,” anh ta con ndi, “Hién tai t6i c6 thé ndi tring ra hay khong?”
Thé Van cao téc, nhur B hoc sinh rdt cude gip phai cude thi gitta ky, c6 khén trrong gat dau.

“Lan trude t6i 6 hoi cd,” anh ta dirmg mot chit, nhu i dang suy nghi néi tiép thé ndo, “C6 va chi ¢d ¢6 thé yéu cling mdt ngudi dan ong khong, dap an
cta c6 [a phi dinh.”

“Um...”

“Thé thi t6i lai d6i cau hoi khac.”

“Néu chi ¢ yéu mdt ngudi ndo do, ¢d s& c6 thién cam véi anh ta khong, hay i cam thiy rat ghét anh ta?”

Thé Vén mim mdi: “Ghét. . thuwong thi khong.”

“Nhung khong phai c6 da néi hai c6 khong thich cting mot loai ngudi sao?”’

“Nhung n6 khong hé dai dién cho viéc ching toi s& ghét loai ngudi ma déi phirong thich.”

“A...duoc rdi,” Tudng Bach Liét twa vao kg ghé dui miét, nhu [ thira nhén sai Am ctia minh, “Thé thi s& c6 thién camu?”

“To1 théy ciling chura t6i thién cam, chi 1a coi nhur ban be thoi,” c6 suy nghi mdt lic 101 ndi thém, “C¢ ¢ s€ Ia ban bé than thiét, du sao cling 1a ngudi ma
chi em minh thich.”

“Nhung van s& duy tri mot khoang cach nhat dinh.”

“Phai,” ¢b git dau, “S& duy tri khoang cach ma khong cn nghi ngoi.”

“Nhung ¢6 ¢6 tirng nghi t6i hay khong. ..”

“C6 I d6i v6i hai 6 mé n6i, d6 chi la mdt nguoi thich chi em ctia minh, nhung d6i voi ngudi kia ma néi, hai ¢6 khong hé binh thuong,”

“Khong binh thuong?”” C6 nhin anh ta, nhur B con chura hiéu ra.

“Ding vdy,” anh ta chia hai tay ra, “Boi vi hai ¢6 1 chi em song sinh mé, néu anh ta thich mdt trong hai ngudi, ndi khong chimg ciing s& cam thiy himg

thii v6i ngwoi con lai dwong nhién khong phai 1 loai himg thi n t6i mudn néi, ma 1 hiéu ky nhur ching ta thurdng néi. Ching 1§ c6 khong to mo
sao, néu trén the gioi nay con cd mot nguoi thich c6 trong khi ngurdi giong hét ¢ cling ton tai?”

“_..” Thé Van ha hbc mém, mudn néi gi d6, nhung dén bén miéng rdi thi lai khong con diing khi.
Tya nhur mot vi thinh gia thich goi dién thoai dén tiét muc radio, r6t cude trong khoanh khéic duoc nbi may, tay chan lai lanh ngit n clp dién thoai.

Thang mdt nm nay chi roi tirong trumg mot chit tuyét, nhitng bong tuyét that nhé roi xudng trén it dt ién tan thanh nude, cho dit im sao ciing khong
dong lai duoc.

Thé Van dimg trude cira sb van phong, dang cammot tach ca phé nong, nght ring Thirong Hai khong thich hop dé tuyét roi, con lanh vén lanh 8o dén
trong xwrong ¢t néu pha fAn véi tuyét s& khién nguroi ta cam thiy toan than nhur bi déng bang,

Vién T6 Vén khong biét di cong tac & dau, boi thé trén ban kim viée ctia ¢d da xép mdt chong vin kién that cao, nhung ¢ van con c6 thé dimg nhan
nha bén ctra s6 ma lo dang,

Khi sdp dén gio tan tam, Thach Thy Tl)ﬁn bdng nhién goi dién hen ¢6 an com, ¢ khong hé ludng h, ma rat quyét doan dong y. Tir sau hom udng tra
chiéu cting Ly Nhuoc Ngu, ¢6 chot hiéu duoc rat nhicy, vé ban than ¢6, v€ Thach Thy Than, vé bon ho.

C6 nhu 12 d3 hiéu duoc, c6 mdt sb viee, ¢o khong thé khong lam.



Cb diic biét hen tam gioy, boi 6 mudn co thoi gian vé nha mdt chuyén, Ay mdt sb thir co mudn giao cho anh ta.
Téam gio kém nim, ¢b bude vao cilra nha hang, khong ngoai du doén da thiy Thach Thy Than dén d6 doi tir s6m.

“Trude khi chinh thirc goi mon, t& cam thiy t& c6 viée can thiét phai ndi voi cau,” Thach Thy Thén dira thuce don cho ¢, rét lich thiép néi, “Vira rdi t&
khong nhin dugc da goi mdt phan khoai lang nudng trude, hon nita da &n hét roi.”

“Y caunoéi la vira 161 & ven dudng mua mdt cu khoai lang mrong sau d6 an hét roi u?”’
“Phai 10, 1a y nay.”

hai ngwoi nhin nhau cudi, bong nhién Thé Van cam thiy khoang cach trude do giita bon ho hinh nhur da tan bién. Ho khong hé dé diit v6i nhau, nguoc lai
thoai mai hon.

Goi mdn Xong, Thé Van cAm tli giéy dua cho Thach Thy Thin: “Bén trong 14 40 vét ctia cdu, bd quén tai nha té, con mot s thir cling quén cau ]éiy lai
hét di.”

Thach Thy Than ngén ngudi, sau dé mim cudi nhén iy, nhung bén trong nu cudi nay nhu i con kém theo gi do.

Bon ho c6 thé noi chuyén trang giang dai hai, méc du ching con khong gi & n6i nhur e trude, nhung ciing dan do it nhidu chuyén khong can thiét. Bon
ho hdi twrong rat nhiéu chuyén, rat nhiéu chuyén da lim cing nhau thoi nién thiéu, budn cudi ciing dugc, dang tiée ciing duoc, d6i véi ho ma n6i, déu la
nhitng ky trc rat trén quy, cho du chi la mot viéc nho binh thuong, khi ké ra c6 thé nhdn dugc sy dong tinh, ¢6 cam thdy d6 chinh 1 mdt loai hanh phuc,
hanh phiic an y nhat.

Thé Vén dic biét khong 14i xe, I vi khi bita com két thiic, Thach Thy Thin c6 thé dua ¢6 vé, nhung anh ta lai thang thdt it tay vao tii, ndi ring minh
ciing khong 14i xe, ma dinh ngdi xe cuia cd.

Ho dimg & cira nha hang trong con mura phim, nhin xe taxi day ngudi chay trén duong, khong khoi nhin nhau cudi lin nita, nhung e nay i cuoi kh.

“B1 th6i, nha t& cach day khong xa 15m” Thach Thu Than kéo nén ndm lién trén 40 khodc ctia Thé Van Ién, che khuat dau co, “To vé léy xe 101 dua ciu

Ve,
“Purgc.” Miii ¢6 lanh ngit dén d6 1en, nhung c6 khong hé dé y.

hai nguoi chdm rdi di trén duong, anh sang dén dudng roi xudng Bm cho nhig giot mura ¢6 chit Iong lanh, tia sang u 4m

“V& van d& Ian trudc t¢ hoi cau,” Thach Thy Than n6i, “Té da biét dap an ciia cau roi.”

“Vivdy,” anh ta gio 1én céi tti dung 40 vét, “Néu cau bang 1ong di theo t¢, nhét dinh s& bo n6 trong hanh Iy ctia minh, ma khong phai tra lai cho t6.”
“..Um” Thé Van cti dau, nhin con dudng dudi chan roi diy giot mra.

“Nhung c6 1& t& da biét dap 4n con sém hon nira,” anh ta ngang dau, nhin bau trdi phia trén, “Trude khi té dura ra cau hoi.”

Co dung bude nhin anh ta, nhur 1a dang néi: vy tai sao con hoi chir?

“Nhung con ngudi c6 doi khi ngu ngbe nhur vay,” anh ta cti dau, ciing nhin c6, anh mét rat diu dang, “R6 rang da ¢ dap an, nhung van mudn tim dap an
khac 0 1& co thé goi I chua tir b y dinh.”

“Cau c6 thiy t& kho khong?”

“Khéng, chira timg c6.” C6 nhin anh ta, nghiém tic tra 1oi.

Anh miit anh ta Iip I6e, nhur | dang n6i gl, nhung ¢6 khong hiéu.

“Po ngde.” Anh ta cudi, vron tay ra dé dau co.

“Ping i, t¢ o vt ndy cho cau.” Tir trong tti xach Thé Van Iy ra mdt cai hop, dua t6i trude mét Thach Thy Thén.
Anh ta nhan ly, ding anh it hoi co.

“La mot chiéc dong hd.” C6 tra Ioi.

“Tai sao mubn tang t& thir nay?”



“Khong ¢6 gi...” C6 dimng mot chit, “Chi 1 nghii réing, hy vong cdu ¢6 thé quén di thoi gian khong thoai méi trong qué khit, ding nd dé trai qua thoi gian
moi hanh phiic.”

Anh ta nhin c6, khéng md hop ra, chi d mim cudi nhin c6: “Thoi gian hanh phiic trong qua khir thi sao, cling mudn quén mét u?”
C6 mimmdi, ¢d ging cAm nurde miét: “Thinh thoang. . .hay quén di, d6 1 vi cho cdu c6 nhiéu khong gian hon dé ghi nhé thoi gian moi. ..
Anh ta van nhin ¢6, nhung bong nhién nhur . . .mdt ngudi anh trai nhin em gai ctia minh.

“Néu di dua tién cau ¢ khoc khong?” Anh ta hoi.

“Khong biét. . .” C6 nhin bau trdi, khong cho nude mit chéy ra.

“Vay thi cau dimg dén.”

“Boi vi Itic dura tién cau td khong c6 khoc.”

Thé Van bong nhién cudi 16 1én: “Cau hoan toan khong téi dura tién.”

“C6 chir,” vé it anh ta binh tinh, giong diéu ciing rit kién dinh, “Chi 1 cau khong dé y ma thoi...”

“Dang ghét,” ¢b cao toc, “Cau ndi thé lam chi, t6 rat vat va moi im cho mrde miéit khong roi xudng.”

“Dugc 16i,” Thach Thy Thén 1 ra biéu tinh diu dang nhw moi khi, “Vay da dinh rdi ddy, cau dimg dén dua tién.”

“0..”

Anh ta khong n6i nira, chi I king I di vé phia truée. C6 nhin bong lung anh ta, chot cam thély. ..anh ta thay d6i roi, twa nhur Tudng Bach Ligt timg n6i
¢d thé cam nhan dugce sy thay doi cua co, co ciing ¢ thé cdm nhédn dugc sy thay doi ctia anh ta mdt cach chan thét, hon nita d6 1a su thay doi tot.

Anh ta By xe & dui lau nha minh, dua ¢6 trd vé, doc dudng hai ngudi Eing nghe tiét muc radio, khong ai ndi gi, nhung bau khong khi tuyét ddi khong
lanh nhat.

“Nay!”

Thé Van mo ctra xe mudn di xudng, nhung bi Thach Thy Thén goi lai. C6 nhiu may, khong biét bat dau tir khi ndo, Thach Thu Thén gidng nhur Vién To
Van, ding “Nay” thay cho tén co.

Anh ta nhin c6: “Ngay dura tién that sur dimg ti, ngay ca ba me 6 ciing bao dimng t6i. Nhung trude khi di t6 s& goi dién cho cau.”

“A...” C6 ngo ngac git dau.

“Tambiét.”

“Tambiét.” C6 xoay ngudi xubng xe, vay tay, khong mudn nhéc nhé chinh minh 6 18 day 1 1an gip cudi cing trrde khi anh ta di.

“Nay!” Anh ta lai goi co.

o

“Um...” Anh ta do du mdt liic, cubi cing n6i, “Lan trude t& ndi, ngudi Vién T6 Van thich khong phai 1 cau. . .c4u coi nhu t6 chura timg n6i nhé.”
“Puoc khong?”” Anh ta hoi ctii dau, béi vi mudn nhin ¢6 thong qua cira s6 xe, sic mit nghiém tiic nhu 1 trude day chua timg co.

“Pugc...” C6 cudi cudi, 1a ny cudi ma ¢d cho 1a rang r& nhit, “Tambiét!”

Thach Thy Thén Ji xe bién mét trong con mura phim, Thé Van dimg sau ctra 16n bang kinh dudi lau khu chung cw, Iing 18 vay tay véi anh ta, coi nhur 1
dang dua tién anh ta.

Cb xoay nguodi di vao thang méy, 4n nit “317, sau do twa vao vach tudng bang kinh, nhin con sé trén min hinh dién tir nhay 1én timg chit mot.



C6 nhé t6i mia thu vao ndm 2006. Mot minh ¢6 di New York, khong n6i cho bat cir ai biét.

Nty d6 ¢0 t6i noi bau trdi quang déing, dnh sang it troi chiéu lén chiée mil ludi trai mu xém ctia ¢6, khién c6 khong khoi nheo mét. Nhung ngy hom
sau, bau troi trong xanh khong con nita, thay vao dé I mau xam tro trén dau c6, cliing mau xam voi chice mil, khong trung 1énh bénh chit am wét, khien
tAm trang ngurdi ta giam stt.

C6 theo tau dién ngdm di t6i, ho hép dan tré nén trim trong, mdt ¢d gii toc vang dang cAm tAm anh bang ngang ngurdi cd, khudn mat mang theo nu cuol.
C5 hoi hdt hoang, nhur ]akhongbletrrmhdangodau, lai vi sao 61 ddy. Bén canh khong ngimg c6 nguoi di qua, khéip noi déu i anh chup va hoa, nhung
ky la 13, trén khuon mit nhimg nguoi ndy déu 16 ra nu cuoi ma ¢6 khong hiéu duoc.

D6 I lan d4u tién co biét duoc, khi hoai niém vé mdt ngudi ndo do, ngoai bi thuong ra thi con c6 nhirg biéu cam khac.

Cb di t6i, chim ngép trong dam dong, c6 nhin thiy Tao Thur Lo, c6 Ay goi c6 “Thé Phan”, ¢6 ngd ngang lic dau, n6i tén minh i “Thé Van”,

C5 di tiép, trong thiy moi ngudi thay phién nhau 1én buc doc tén ctia ban bé than thich d4 qua doi, ¢6 luén c6 mdt loai o giac, hinh nhur ngudi tiép theo
dilén s€ doc ra ba chir kia Vién Thé Phan cai tén ma c6 quen thudc lai xa la.

C6 lai di tiép, c6 mudn minh roi xa noi ndy, rdi xa chd déng s ndy. .. Nhung ¢ chot dimg budc, boi vi ¢o nhin thiy mot nguoi, s?éc mit anh dau budn,
dung tir xa, khong can bat ctr ai thong hi€u, ciing khong can bat cr ai an ti. C6 hé miéng muon goi tén anh, nhung trong dau lai trong rong, lam the nao
ciing khong nhé dugc cai tén kia.

Thang méy phat ra tiéng “dinh””, Thé Van theo ban ning di ra ngoai, iy chia khéa mo cira.

Trong phong t6i den mit ménh, nhung c6 nhur 1 da som thanh théi quen, khong bat deén, di thing vao rot nude, dimg trude ti lanh udng ngay.

C6 lai nhé dén dém giao thira kia, khi cd cam]aykhunganh, nhd dnh dén 1o mo, ¢0 nhmthayhamguom b6 chic 1 mot birc anh chyp chung tir rat lau
trude kia, co gai trong birc anh cudi rit ngot ngao, ¢6 gan nhu da quén di ny cudi 4y, tir khi Thé Phan di rdi, ¢6 chura timg thiy qua nu cudi ndy ——
dung vay, do6 1a nu cuoi riéng biét cla Thé Phan.

Vi thé, co thiy minh may méin, vao ngay 11 Théng 9 néim 2006 d6, khong goi ra tén ctia ngwdi dan ong kia, miic dit khi cd xoay ngudi roi khoi thi da nho
duoc anh tén 1a Vién T6 Van.

Hét Chrong 8
Ban dang doc truyén Thdng T Va Thang Néim duge tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 9: Thang hai - Hop ca moi
[ Tuong Bach Liét: “Toi luén cd mdt cam gide: cd mdt mure kiém ché ban than. Giéng nhur nhét mdt con ca voi vao hdp ca moi.”

Vién T6 Van: “hai nguoi ling phi thanh xvan, tuong rang ddy  su khoi de‘ul ctia cudc ,séng: t6t dep, thdm chi em con, emcon rat tu phy nhéc nhé chinh
minh, nhat thiét dimg n6 hre yéu nhiéu hon d6i phirong, boi vi nhur vay s& dé dang chién thang hon. Em cho 1a durmit di c6 4y, thi van con ¢6 con duong
tot dep khac dang chd em di, mdt chiit dau khd c6 1€ khong dang ké chut nao. Nhung ma, ¢é mdt ngdy ——

emthét sy mét di co dy. Noi ding hon, ¢6 dy bj mang di, hon nita vinh vi€n khong tr vé emc6 biét c4i gi 14 vinh vién khong? Chinh I toan
b thoi gian ma em ¢é thé tudng tuong ra dugc, em phai di doi dién, toan bd thoi gian. ..

“Chi  thich® & em von nghl lic dau da bién thanh nho nhung timg gidy phit, 10 nhéic nhé em timg noi voi minh da trés thinh hdi hén, sau khi tréi qua su
mat di ma em von coi la dau kh6 nho nhoi. . .thi né da tré thanh hur vo md mit, em tham chi hy vong chinh minh cam thay dau kho —— nhung ma, em s&
camnhan duoc mdt thir cang dang s¢ hon [a dau khod emcd bict d6 la cai gi khong?”’]

9.1
Edit: Sam

“Cb timg c6 kinh nghiém yéu durong khong?”” Tudng Bach Liét cim dng ht vao lon bia, nhur con nit ma hit udng,

“T6i khong biét nén tra 16i anh thé ndo —— nhung néi chinh xdc —— 1 khong ¢6.” Thé Vén nhin anh ta, khong khoi curoi rd 1én. Rét nhidu lic, trén
nguoi Tudng Bach Liét s€ cd mit loai dang yéu nam ngoai du doan clia ngudi ta.

‘ i y gik chi & cam thély ¢ cling voi hinh tuong ¢ géi it ngwoi dé y céch nhau kha
xa, tham chi t6i con nghii rang c6 thude loai phu nit rat ¢ suc hap dan ca nhan,” anh ta md to hai mét, nhu 1a rat kinh ngac, “Hon nita tinh yéu khdng
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phai [a sinh ménh ctia phu nit sao?”

.. Trong mbt s6 tinh hubng thi ding vdy, c6 mdt sé khong phai”

“C6 thé n6i vé tinh hudng “khong phai’ v6i t6i khong, toi rat hiéu ky.”

“Chinh l....” C6 suy nghii rdi n6i, “Khi anh khong c6 thdi gian ranh rdi dé nghi t6i chuyén ndy.”
“Anh chang kia thi sa0?” Tudng Bach Liét dat lon bia xudng, mdt tay chéng cam

“Thach Thy Than?”

“Um, anh ta yéu ¢6 rat nhidu nim khong phéi sao, ching 1§ c6 khong dong long chit nao?”
“T6i chi coi anh Ay nhur 1. ..mdt nguoi ban than thiét.”

“Oh...” Anh ta hé Ién, “C khong n6i thé véi anh ta chi?”

“Khong co.”

“Bit clr ngudi dan ong ndo lic bi tir chdi ma nghe cau do thi s& rét mubn chét.”

“Khong, khong dau,” khong biét tai sao ¢6 rét khing dinh ndi, “Thach Thy Than 1. . .mot ngudi kién cuong,”
“C6 thich anh ta, nhumg khong yéu anh ta?”

“Um. . cch n6i ndy ciing khong chinh xéc, nhung anh ¢6 thé n6i vay,” Thé Van nhin anh phén chiéu lén ngon dén trén trén nhd, tudéng trong ra khuon
mit ctia Thach Thy Than, “T6i nghi khong thé néi 1a t6i thich anh ay, nhung d6i voi toi anh ay [a mdt ngurdi dac bigt.”

“Ngudi dic biét?”
“Um Téi khong mubn nhin thiy bét cir ngudi ndo bi ton throng. . .nhit 14 anh 4y.”

“T6i khong hiéu,” anh ta ngdi thing lung, nhur i dang dén gan gi d6, “Ky that co rt quan tim dén anh ta, nhung khong phai 1 sy quan tim giira nam va
nit?”

*...Cling ¢6 thé n6i vdy,” ¢6 hoi ling ting, nhung van théing théin tré 10, “Toi chi |a khong ¢6 céch ndo nédy sinh cam giéc gitta nam it doi voi anh y,
nhung. . .t61 hy vong anh ay s€ khong vi t61 ma dau kho.”

“Nhung do 1 diéu tat nhién, ¢6 da tir chdi anh ta thi nhét dinh s& ton throng anh ta. ..”

“T6i rat mau thuan, phai khong?”

“Diing vay. . .um, dwong nhién ding vay, do 1a cam giac cua toi ddi véi ¢ tir trude dén nay.” Anh ta nhu | mu6n tim mot tir hodc 1 mot cau thich hop
de dong y vdi cd, nhung cuoi ciing lai thay rang chi ¢ lp lai sy nhén thirc chung, hoéc 14 nhan manh khau khi, thi méi c6 thé bicu dat tam trang hién gio
cua minh.

Thé Van cudi khd, khong cham vao lon bia trong tay. Thét ra ¢6 rat muén udng, mudn dimg cn khién minh ¢6 thém diing khi, nhung trong sau xa co
nghi rang minh khong thé lam vay, c6 phai lam cho minh khong nghe theo bat cir ai hoéc 1a sy vat nao.

“C6 biét khong, t0i nghi rng ‘yéu’ 1 mdt loai thién tinh, cho dii 14 tan thé ching ta ciing s& cAn n.” Anh mit Tuong Bach Liét nhin qua hoi man méc.
C6 nghii nghi, bat déic di cudi cudi: “Cé & véy, nhung ddi voi toi thi khong phai.”
“Thé thi d&i véi ¢b céi gi | quan trong nhét?””

(T3]

“Song that tbt.”
Trong ban dém tinh lang, khi c6 nghe duoc 101 n6i ctia minh, c6 ciing vo ¢6 gidt minh.
Tuong Bach Liét bong nhién kh& tho dai: “Cai chét ctia chi ¢d, tht sur ¢ anh hudng 1on nhu vay déi voi co u?”

[T3E 1]



“Nhung n con ngudi luén phéi dbi nt voi tir vong, cho dii 1a nguoi khéc hay 1 ban than ching ta. Rét nhiéu chuyén, nhét 1 sinh ménh, ching ta khong
thé khdng ché, ching 18 boi vi cai chét ctia ¢6 Ay ma ¢ s& thay doi cude sng ctia minh sao, Thé Van?”” Anh ta nhin c6, trong niit ¢ tim tinh kich dong
ma trude dy chura timg c6, twa nhu phan nd, hogc nhur 1 bét dic di, khac voi Tudng Bach Liét tao nha moi khi.

Céch tét am lich con c6 mot tudn, cac dong nghiép nhur | quén mét Ién day cot cho con r01, moi hoat dong va suy nght déu cham lai mot nhip. Ky that
Thé Van c6 rat nhidu viéc phai lam, boi vi qua tét Shelly s& tr lai di am, co mubn gao lai tAt ca van kién da chuén b xong, it ra myc luc va danh sach,
nhung ¢6 thurdng xuyén bj bau khong khi dinh tré ctia vin phong cudn hit, nhin thing mén hinh may tinh ngély nguoi, cho dén khi Vién T6 Van ding cau
“Nay” tram thip ma vang doi danh thirc co.

“Sau ndy sép em hoi em c6 s6 trurong gi, em c6 thé thit tir hio tra 1o ring “toi rt biét ngdy ngudi’.” Mot tay anh cam tach ca phé udng tir tir, tay kia thi
@t vao tui, bi€u tinh van 1a “xau xa” trurdc sau nhu mot.

Thé Van khéng tirc gian, nguoc lai trung ra nu cuoi gia la: “Sép t6i ciing khong nham chan nhur anh.”

Vién T6 Vén nheo niit nhin ¢6, nhur 3 mubn n6i g, nhung cudi ciing anh chi kh& hir mot tiéng, rdi tré' vé vin phong minh, dong cira lai.
Vai gidly sau, dién thoai trén ban Thé Vén vang lén.

“A 16, xin chao.” C6 ciing giong diéu chuyén nghiép cam dién thoai noi.

“MOot gio trura theo t6i ra ngoai hop.”

C6 nhin cénh ctra kia khép chit, c6 thé trdng turong ngudi & bén trong ¢ biéu tinh gi vao gio phit ndy, vi thé ¢6 tirc gidn néi: “Vira rdi sao khong ndi

2

51" N6i xong, anh khong chit do du clp méy.

Thé Van md to mit nhin 6ng nghe trong tay, bdng nhién ¢6 ndi xung dong mubn thét kén.

Pay I ct phuc thi cudi cling ciia anh sao? Bi vi qua Imy hém nita, ¢6 s& khong con thude dudi quyén ctia anh, 16t cude anh khong thé ding giong diéu
ra lénh bao ¢6 pha ca phé, ciing hét cach dimg tang ca dé uy hiép c6, anh khong phai cip trén, c¢6 ciing khong phéi cAp dudi, hai nguoi chi 1a. .. dong
nghiép cod quan hé khong binh thudng ma thoi.

“Xin hoi....” Thé Van theo Vién TO Van bude xubng xe taxi, ¢ nang tay nhin dong h trén c0 tay, by gidr i mdt gior rudi, nhung ma kién triic trude mit
khong phai la cao dc van phong, ma 1. . .mdt rap chi€u phim?

“Pi thoi.”” Anh khong giai thich gi, thong tha xach cap da di vao, bong ung tho o ung dung nhur 1 cau thiéu nién dang mudn di choi bong,

Lic ndy xe taxi da chay di, Thé Van vAn ngo ngac ding do, do du that 1au, ¢d mdi vdi vang theo vao.

“Nay,” Vién T6 Van dumg trude mdt loat ap phich phim, nhu 1 rit hao tim ton tri, “Bo nao hay?”’

“Binh thuong anh ra ngoai hop 1a mo tai day a?”

Anh mim cudi, nhay mit: “Emdoéan di...”

C6 trimg anh, rdi quay dAu di chd khac khong ndi gi.

Vién T6 Van Ry vi ra mua hai tim vé, sau d6 tim ly canh tay ¢6 mua bong ngd va nurde ngot, budi trura ngudi trong rap khong nhiéu im, bon ho dtmg
o mdt goc cho soat vé, mit cép hoc sinh di qua, anh wira ngdm Ong hit uong nwrde ngot, vira nhin ¢d nit sinh mic vay ngan kia, noi: “Bay gio nit sinh an
mic hot that...”

Thé Van ciing nhin cip d6i kia, nhai bong ngd: “Dimg nhin ngudi ta chiim chim, s& bi coi i sic lang ddy.”

Anh cudi lanh mjt tiéng, vira dinh phan bac thi chot nghe c6 nit sinh kia néi v6i ban trai: “Ong chii ndy cir nhin em chiim chiim, kinh tom, giéng nhur sic
lang ay...”

C4u nam sinh quay du hung hing trimg Vién T6 Van mt c4i, sau d6 dit ban gai di vao.

hai nguoi twa & goc twong trdm miic, cho dén khi Thé Vén nhin khong ndi nita ma cudi phé lén.
“Con nit bay gioy t& qua...” Vién T6 Van ngac nhién.

Nhin th'?iy bd dang buc bdi ctia anh, c6 cudi cang dit hon, nude it g?m nhu chdy ra.

“Khong duge cudil” Anh nghién ring nghién loi gim gir.

“O.. 161 xin i....” Thé Vén liy ngon tay d¢ lai khoe mit, c6 cin mdi, cb nén cuoi.



“Bit dau rdi.” Anh biu mdi, buc boi di qua cho nhén vién soét vé.

Thét ra, ¢6 rét mubn n6i anh déng yéu, mot loai déng yéu khac véi Tudng Bach Ligt.

Du6i bé ngoai trurdng thanh 4n chira mdt trai tim nhu tré con ¢6 khong biét nhur thé 1 6t hay khong tét, nhung ¢6 cam thiy anh nhur vy 1 chan

that. . .méic di doi khi ciing X4u xa.

“Pay | b phim kinh di...” Pén tit, phim bét dau chiéu, Vién T6 Van king I& sap lai gin, ndi bén tai Thé Vén.

“0...” Co gat dau.

M6t tay anh néng cam, nira khudn mt chon trong long ban tay con lai: “Em khong so sao?”

“C6 gi phai s0.” C6 diém finh tir nhién 3n bong ngd.

Anh trAim mic, nhung trong bong t6i anh nhin anh méit ¢6 nhur I rat hoai nghi: “Thé thi ngudi lan trude s dén mirc khong dam xem ki ai?”

“Puge 161, t& bao dia dai trong co thé Thé Van bit dau khoi dong, “Néu anh mudn néi tring ra, t6i chi danh thira nhin d6 1 dé hia theo cai goi la
‘long hur vinh cua dan 6ng’ ctia anh ma ¢d y gia vo thoi.”

N6i xong, c6 déc y nhin khuén mét kinh ngac ciia anh, tira nhur mdi Jin anh thye hién duoc trd dia dai Ching qua sy dic y nay khong kéo dai bao Jau,
bdi vi b phim ndy con kinh khiing ghé gdm hon trong turong tugng ctia ¢d, c6 khan troeong nham nit lai, hai tay bat giac tim canh tay anh, khién anh

cuoi vai tiéng &c .

Lic phim két thic Thé Van xanh it di theo sau Vién T6 Van ra ngodi. Ngwdi ban dau hily con tirc gidn vi bj ¢ cudi nhao, i ndy tm trang clia anh
vO cung tot, anh dong dua cép da trong tay, cd & vira mim curdi vira ngdm nga bai hat dang duge yéu thich. . .

“Khong duoc cudil” Lan ndy t6i phién c6 gim gir.
Anh nghiéng miit, ding khoe mit nhin ¢6, chéing ¢ chit ¥ tir thu lai mu cuoi.

Bdng nhién, anh tim canh tay ¢6 trbn vao mdt ngd bén canh rap chiéu phim, i ¢6 con chua kip phan tmg, anh da dé ¢ trén véch trdng, thip giong
ndi: “Toi vira thay thu ky cta 6ng chi 16n.”

“...” C0 bi anh bao phi trén vach twdng, vira ngude miét 14 ¢6 thé nhin thiy rdu moc king phing trén cim anh, ¢6 cam thiy minh khong thé ho hdp ——
c6 B 1a quén hd hap?

M6t lat sau, anh thé ¢6 ra, 16 dau nhin xung quanh: “C5 ta di roi, may qua...”

Anh xoay nguoi nhin ¢d, kinh ngac néi: “Emdé mit....”

“Khong ¢6.” Thé Van ddy anh ra, gidm gidm ban chén bj té rdi x6ng ra ngoai.

A, ¢6 do mat, mit co thit sy do, boi vi cd cam giac duge hai ma minh ndng Ién, bdi vi c6 cam giac duroc trai tim minh nhay loan.

Hom 30 tét, bau khong khi trong vin phong gidng nhur 1 da bét dau an tét, gan nhu khong ai im viée, moi ngudi chi rang chiu dyng twong trung cho
qua budi sang ma thoi.

Vién T6 Vén con chwra dén, Thé Van dem tat ca van kién danh sach da chinh Iy xong dat trén ban anh, chudt may tinh ctia anh ndm & mdt goc trén ban,
vi tri ma ban tay va nggin tro tiép xuc da phai mau son, anh thich camnguoc thia ca phé da dugc rira sach, 16 ra bé mit thia mau bac pbai dan, bén canh
la mot gat tan thudc bang thity tmh thit to, nhung tan thudc cﬁa‘anh lai ban vao mot cai tach, trén’gié 4o tai goc turong ludn treo vai chiee 40 so mi va a0
vest hiém khi mic, ctr cach hai tuan [a dura t6i ti€m giat ui mot 1an. .. Anh chinh I3 mdt nguoi c6 rat nhicu thoi quen ky quéc, hon nita anh khdng che dau
ban than nhur vy chit nao.

C6 kinh ngac phat hién, vo tinh swr hiéu biét ctia c6 dbi v6i anh da virot qua twéng turong ctia minh.

“Xin hoi,” 4m thanh ctia Vién T6 Van vang lén phia sau ¢6, “Em dang nhin vét riéng ctia ngudi khéac sa0?”

Thé Van khoanh tay, xoay ngudi trimg miét liéc anh, sau d6 muén di ra ngoai nhung bi anh chiin ¢ cira. C6 di qua tréi, anh ciing di qua trdi, c6 qua phai,
anh ciling qua phai, c6 khong khdi vira tirc vira cuoi: “Anh that nham chan.”

Anh nhin c6, khong n6i gi, mdt 1at sau mdi ty dong nhuong duong,
Cb di ra ngoai rdi, cam Iy cai tach ctia minh trén ban di vao phong tra mrdc pha ca phé.

Anh khong hé che gidu ban thin, nhung ciing khong chii dong biéu dat chinh minh, ¢6 rét kho phén rd rang cam giac nhur gan nhur xa di voi anh r6t cude
1a chan ghét hay la. . .chan nan?



Budi trura, khi Thé Vén an com trd v&, ¢6 kinh ngac phat hién da sb ddng nghiép déu di rdi, cira vin phong ctia Vién T6 Van mo ra, ngudi ciing khong &
do6. Co doi mot lic, anh van khong trd ve, vi the c¢d quyet dinh cam tii xach vé nha, budi toi hen Tt Méc dn do nirdng, ¢d muon di sém mdt chit di si€u
thi mua do an.

Nhung nira dudng Tir Mic lai goi dién néi da chuin bi xong xudi rdi, cho nén Thé Van quay xe, chay vé nha.

2

“Cau con nhé khong,” Tir Mic ding giong diéu cimg ngic nhu moi khi, “Hoi cao trung, bon minh timng mrdng db an trén duong, két qua
““——Dbai cd trén dudng chay sach khong con mdt manh.”” Hang Tu vira cudi vira noi.

“Sau d6, méy béc 0 dan phd 16 noi, bon minh lién trdn ¢ mdt bén, may ma ¢6 Thé Van, bon minh mdi thoét durge mot kiép.” Tir Mic by nguyén liéu
da mua o siéu thi Ién ban, khoée miéng kéo ra nu cudi chat phac.

“T¢?” Thé Van phu trach xem chimg 16 nuréng,

“T6.. .Jam thé n0?” C6 c6 phan khong chéc hoi.

“Cau rat kinh nguoi,” Hang Ty tir trong phong bép bung ra hai thing bia 1o, “Sau ngay hdm do ¢ nhin cau véi anh miét hoan toan khac xura.”

“0...” Tir Mac kéu 1én, “Céu khong nhé u?”

Thé Van t6 vé mo tit nhin ho, ndi khong ra oi.

“Cau——"Dong tac Hang Ty chi vao c0 trong rt tun ti, “—— méy béc t6 dan phd nay thich nhét & “hoc sinh ba t0t**, cau thé ma méit khong bién
sdc tim khong dép nhanh n6i vi ho, ban iy cdu nhin thay bon nam anh chang thanh nién khoang hai muoi tudi & day nuéng do an, sau d6 lam chay bai
¢0, trude khi moi ngurdi dudi tdi thi da tan ra chay tron roL”

(*) “ba tdt” bao gdm tur twdng phdm dirc tt, hoc tap tbt, ste khoe tht.

“_..” Thé Van md to miit, nhur 1 khong thé tin minh timg 1am nhur véy.

“Nhitng bac gai ndy lp tirc chia nhau truy liing nhirng ngudi ma cau ndi, thé i bon minh duoc nghénh ngang di vé nha.”

T M;jc cuoi ha ha, nhur V]a nh¢ lai canh tuong uc d6, vo cling hung phén Hang Ty liéc mit nhin 6, nhin khong dugc ma vuron tay véo ma cd: “Cau do,
chi bit cuoi ngdy ngd, néu khong phai cau nhao nhao doi an d6 nuwéng, bon minh s& di sao?!”

Tir Mic b véo dau ciing khong dé y, van a bo dang vui vé tir dc, |am cho Hang T trimg it ién tuc. Thé Van bi biéu tinh cuia hai ngudi kia choc
cuoi, giong nhur tim vé mdt doan hoi tre thoi thanh xuan.

Téi nay, da co ngudi ban phéo hoa, Thé Van nim trén giudng, lin qua on lai khong ngi duoc. C6 kéo ra birc man & dau girong, nhin chéch lén can ho
cta Tur Mic & tang trén, dén con sang, ¢d bén cam dién thoai bam so.

“A 162 Tt Miic nhanh chéng nhan méy, khong gidng nhur 1 sdp ngil.

“Lats.”

“U, t6 da thiy tén cau hién Ién mén hinh.”

“Con chura ngli sao?”

“Um, thé nao?”

“A...” Thé Van trAm ngam, “Khong c6 g, chi | cam on dd muréng cta cau...”

“Conntia. . .camon cdu va Hang Ty, con nhé nhiéu chuyén cua t¢ nhu vay.”

“Thé thi khong can ndi cam on d4u. ..” Trong 4m thanh chét phéc ctia Tir Miic mang theo chiit ngurong nging.

“Ky that khong chi riéng viéc ndy. ...con 6 rat nhiéu rét nhiéu, d6i khi té mudn ndi cam on cau, nhung khong biét me 104 thé ndo.”

“Thé Van,” Tt Miic nhay cam hoi, “Céu sao vay, bon minh 4 ban thin ma.”



“Um,” Thé Van 6m chan tya vao dau girdng, turdng trong ra biéu tinh lic ndy cta Tir Mic, ¢6 bdng nhién cam dong mubn roi 16, “Bon minh 1 ban

“Tir Miic,” ¢6 lau khoe miét, mim cuoi ni, “Néu 6 viée gi t& ¢6 thé am cho cau thi hity n6i cho t& biét, duoc khong?”
gl

C5 khong nhin thiy biéu tinh ctia Tir Mic, nhung ¢ ¢6 thé cam giac dwoc, Tar Mic dang mim cudi & dau day bén kia.
“A, dung rdi, cau clng 6 di coi mét nhé....”

“Coi mit?” Thé Van kinh ngac.

“Um” T Miic nhu 1 rét bt dc di, “Me t& d0, canh t& lau 101, cudi tuln trude vé& nha, t6 hét cach rdi danh phai déng y thtr xem.””
“‘Nhung ma,” trong dau co lap tirc hién ra khuon mét 4n giéu con thinh n§ ctia Hang Tu.

“T6 ndinay, cau da thuong lugng chuyén nay voi Hang Tu chua?”’

Tt Mac tram king, qua that Au mdi khong diroc tir nhién hoi: “Tai sao phai. . .thwong hrong véi cau dy...”

“ . Puoc roi,” ¢6 diu hang, “T¢ di cung cau.”

“Um!” Am thanh Tir Miic lai ¢6 tinh than gép trim fn.

Thé Van cudi 1o 1én, ¢6 khong chi suy nghii mot an, minh hAm md Tir Mzic nhu vy, hdm md sy don thudn va chét phéc ctia ¢ 4y, ciing hAm ho su thién
lrong va thoa mén.

So v6i Tir Miic, Thé Van cam thay minh gidng nhur |2 mot con rudi xAu xi, khon d6n trong chai thity tinh.

“N6i thét, con khong phai. . .ciing nén suy nghi mot chit vé vin dé c4 nhan di chir?”” Khi vé nha ba ngoai an com tit nién, me bdng nhién thot ra mdt cdu
nhu vdy.

Ban tay Thé Van dang cAm diii gi bong run Ién, d6 c6 thé goi ] mdt cai dii g “that I6n” ctr thé tién vao trong “ndi dau’ ndng hoi, bén t6i tay moi ngudi,
nhat thoi vang Ién tiéng thét so hai.

Thé Van cén diia, cudi grong gao, me ban ron gifp ba ngoai va emho giat quan 4o, nhur 1 da sém dem cau ndi vira rdi quéng Ién chin tang my.
Purge 16i, trong long ¢ thira nhan, ¢6 18 c4i cd mudn chinh 14 hiéu qua nhur vdy.

C6 1én nhin khudn mét ctia moi ngudi, khong ai dat chuyén vira rdi ¢ trong long, van vui vé an bira com tat nién niy —— diing vdy, bita an cudi cling
moi nAm mdt 1an s& khdng bi pha hong béi chuyén nhé nay.

Nhung ddi v6i ¢ ciing khong phai mbi nam mot lan, ma 1 cach tim nim moi an mot ln.

“Con c6 nghe me néi khong ha?” An xong, Iiic rira chén, me lai ndi nita.

“Da?” Thé Van ding c4ch gia ngu nhu moi khi dé (g pho.

“Loi me ni ban ndy déy!” Me hinh nhur phét cudng roi.

“0,” ¢6 nhan chén ma me dua qua, ding sirc lau kho, “Con biét rdi, khong voi mi.”

“Sao khong voi? Con cho 1 minh bao nhiéu tudi roi?”

“Con thiy 6n mi. . .rat nhiéu ngudi bang tudi con con chira tinh dén chuyén nay.”

“Con d6,” me tron miét, “Khuyét diém Ion nhat I tinh tinh qua chdm chap, ching biét chi dong.”

[T3E 1]

“Conntta, con voi ban con ciing nhur nhau, nhu 1a Thi Tir Mac dd, con ¢6 cai cdu ho Thach tén Ia gi nhi ??




“_ Thach Thy Thin.” C6 cén ring nhic nho.
“Plng 1Oi, tAt ca déu chim chap, nﬁy dira khong xem lai minh nhiéu chit, ot kén chon nhur vy, me ¢ bén canh nhin ma cling ndén noéng,”
“..” Vay thi me c6 thé khong nhin ma.

“Ding rdi,” me bdng nhién quay dau nhin ¢6, trong 4nh niit téa ra mot lwe hrong, nhur 1 rt cude n6i dén trong diémy, “Cau Thach Thy Than do, van con
doc thanur...”

“_. Nguoi ta di My du hoc roi.”
“A...” Me trong ¢6 vé bi da kich, “Thé a...”
Thé Van bét dic di mim moi, khong dinh tiép tuc dé tai ny, vi thé 6 tiy tién kiém c6, chudn dén phong khach xem tivi.

Ban d4u me béo ¢6 don dén nha ba ngoai & cling, cO mim cudi tr chdi, nhq' la da khong thé ép budc chinh minh hoa nhap véi bon ho. Nhin khuon nt
hoi that vong ctia me, c¢6 6m chit ba, hira rang nhat dinh vé nha an com nhicu hon.

Me tién c6 ra cira, dwdi au c6 rat nhiéu nguoi In mang theo con nit dang'be”m phéo hoa, ¢4 nhé hdi bé minh va Thé Phén ciing thuong di theo sau nguoi
l6n, hung phén khoa tay miia chan, chi vi mbt tia sang n6 1§ trong chép mit. Can thin ngam lai, so v6i mén phao hoa vio dém giao thira tai song
Thames, thét sw 1 kém qua xa, nhung c6 van bat gidc nhé vé thoi diém kia.

A, khéc v6i Thach Thy Thin, ¢6 biét 16 rang minh nhé nhung nhig gi, khong phai vo tru v I ciia khi Ay, ma 1 ngudi ciing ¢6 ngim phéo hoa. Ba e,
The Phén, con c6 ¢d, trong chop mat, canh con nguoi mat.

Trén dudng tré v&, ¢b ngdi trong xe nhin moi ngudi trén dudng, bdng cam thiy 6 don.
C6 chot nh t61 mot nguoi, vi thé By di dong ra bim so.

“A167” Khdc voi du doan cta Thé Van, Tudng Bach Liét & diu day bén kia mang theo giong diéu hung phin ma nhan dién thoai, 4m thanh xung quanh
hoi 6n 0.

“Um....” C6 cai bluetooth, lic dén xanh bt Ién ¢6 ting tdc chay qua duong, “Toi con tudng ring anh it déng throng, mdt minh mimg niim mdi, cho
nén muon goi dién cho anh.”

“Sao thé duoc,” anh ta cudi to, “Ngudi mudn ciing t6i mimg ndm méi, xép mot hang dai tir bén Thuong Hai dén Tir Gia H6i diy.”
« . Pugc rdi, vay chic anh nam mdi vui vé.”
“Cung hi phat tai!”

Cap may, c6 nging lai trude dén do, ngay ca Tudng Bach Liét dang ¢ tha hrong cling khong ¢6 don, nguroc lai ¢6 1 ngudi tro vé c& hurong lai nhu roi
vao cam bay ctia ¢6 don, 1am thé nio ciing khong tréo ra dugc.

Lic xe chay dén dudi lau, co dic biét ngimg lai, ngang dAu nhin 4nh dén kv mo trén ting cao nhat, Tir Mic va Hang Tu con chura tré vé sao? Nhung
chay dén cOng gara, c6 cudi rd lén, boi vi mot chice xe viét da mau den dot nhién ngirg trude niit ¢, nhu 1a lich sy dang doi co di vao.

C6 chay xe vao, lic dimg hin bude xubng thi Tir Mic, Hang Tu, con c6 Hang Phong mang ra rit nhiéu do n tir trong xe, riu rit thao uan loai ca ndo an
ngon hon.

“Vién Thé Van,” Hang Tu ra vé phong tinh nhdy mt voi ¢, xemra da ubng khong it, “Mudn di cing khong?”
C6 gia vo nghiém tiic suy nghi vai gidy, sau d6 cudi gt dau.

“Hom nay ngurdi 1on tudi nhét phai phat i xi d6.” Hang Ty noi.

“Pdng y!” Tir Miic hia theo.

“A...chuyén 1 viy,” Hang Phong viron mdt tay ra bum mit, diém finh n6i, “Anh d6t nhién nh t6i con mot ban thao chura giri di, méy dira, anh di trude
nhé.”

Tir Miic va Hang Ty dwong nhién khong chiu budng tha anh, hai ngudi xép thanh hing cam mot thimg 16n dimg trurde miét anh, cudi hi hi, cuc ky gidng
dtra nhoc tinh quai dang doi i xi.

Thé Van di qua giip cAm bia,,bon ho di vao thang miy, Hang Phong thi gia vo mlén di b?:lt C}'I Iic I]E:IO, Tir Mic va Hang Ty thi cudi rang 13, ¢6 nhin
man hinh dién tir dang nhay s6, bong nhién ¢ cam giac ky quai: ¢6 khong thudc vé bita toi tat nién am ap ¢ nha ba ngoai, cling khong thude loai khach
tha huong vui choi hét minh nhu Tudng Bach Liét, khong thude loai ban beé tu hop nhu Tir Mac, Hang Tu va Hang Phong. ...



Cb khong thude vé noi ndy, bat dau tir rét Au trude kia, di khong thudc vé bat cir noi nio.
C6 18, ¢ chi thude vé mdt. . .tinh ciu ¢b don.

Cira thang may mo ra, Hang Ty lao ra mo cira, day Ia Jan dAu tién Thé Van di vao can hd ctia Hang Ty, ngoai dy doan ctia ¢d, can hd ctia anh ta so voi
¢d va Tir Mac thi sach s& hon nhicu.

Hang Tur béo ¢6 vao phong bép timly, c6 huc tung nhung chéng tim thay.
“O day.” Am thanh Hang Phong vang Ién phia sau ¢6, sau d6 anh mo ra c4i ti ndm trén ta lanh, tir trong d6 Iy ra bbn cai ly.
Thé Van git dau t6 vé camon, ¢d md voi nurée ctia bon rira ma rira sach ly.

“C6 phai bt ngd Bim khong? Em trai ctia anh ndi thé nao nhi.. thure ra c6 mot s0 diém trong ngoai khong ddng nhét, trén thrc & rat it ngwoi tin ring nd
1a nguoi nghién sach s&€.” Hang Phong dura vao i lanh, 4m thanh rat am ap.

“Nghién sach s&2”” C6 vira rira ly vira quay dau nhin anh, “Anh chi vé& phurong dién nao?”

“Puge 16i,” Hang Phong gio tay dAu hang, nhe giong ndi, “Anh thira nhan ngoai phurong dién phy nit ra, boi vi anh ciing khong hiéu trong dau o¢ ctlia nd
10t cudc suy nghi cai gi.”

Thé Van rudn cd nhin Tir Mic trong phong khéch, c6 dy va Hang Ty dang vui vé théo ra cac loai db an vat, gidng nhur hai dira tré.
“That ra ciing khong c6 ai hiéu dugc rdt cude Tir Mic suy nghil cai gi...” Thé Van lau kho ly, dat dudi ngon dén.

“C6 18, n6i khong chimng hai dtra hiéu lin nhau.”” Hang Phong vira dira vao tit lanh, hai tay dit 0, ny cudi noi khoe miéng ¢6 thé chinh phuc sirc hép dan
cuia nguroi khac.

Thé Van nhin anh, bdng nhién n6i: “Anh biét khong, dang vé vira rdi ctia anh thit sur gidng nhur tham tir, tham tir & trong sach ctia anh ciing gidng nhur anh
sao?”

N6i moi nhd, ¢6 da tu dao hé.

Nhung Hang Phong khong dé y chit ndo léq dau: “Hoan toan twong phan, tham tir dudéi ngoi bit ctia anh khong phai 1a loai tri tu¢ —— ciing khong phai
ndi bon ho khong thong minh, ngoai tri tu¢ can thiét ra, s& trudng ctia bon ho chinh 1a vii luc.”

Trong dau Thé Van tudng tugng ra mdt Hang Phong dang cam sting may, ¢6 cam thy hoi budn curdi.

“Bai thé, sach ctia anh duoc kha nhidu giéi nit hoan nghénh, ho thudng thich nam chinh thd bao, nhur vAy c6 vé rat ¢6 khi khai nam nhi.”” Anh n6i thém
“Nhung em biét ciing c6 gioi nam thich sach ctia anh.” C6 khong nghi ngoi noi.

“That sa0? La ngudi thé nao? Khong phai i hoc sinh chir...”

C6 bat cuoi lic dau: “Khong phai, ciing bang ¢d em, chinh 1 mdt nguoi. . .dan ong binh thudng ma thoi.”

Hang Phong nhin ¢, khong n6i gi, nhung anh miéit dudng nhur ¢6 rat nhiéu 1oi mudn noi.

“Em biét khong, tir trong miéu ta ctia emanh ¢6 thé camnhan dugc, anh ta d5i voi em ma néi tuyét ddi khong binh thudng”
“Dimng hiéu lim, anh khong ¢ y nghe ngéng nhiéu chuyén,” anh gio tay én, “Chi 1a n6i ra ¥ nghi ctia minh thoi.”

Thé Van cudi khd, git dau: “Rét cude em hidu duoc rdi, trd chuyén voi tiéu thuyét trinh tham gia 12 mot chuyén rat nguy hiém”
“Boi vi anh rét thing thin u?”

C5 nhiu may suy nghi i moi noi: “Khong,”

“La boi vi anh mit ciia anh.”

“Arh i



“Um,” ¢6 git dau, “Anh n¥it anh nhur i dang n6i, anh 1 nguoi mdi mot phiit gidy déu dang tim toi nghién ciru chén tudng,”

Hang Phong khoanh tay s& cam, dudng nhu cam thiy 10 ¢6 rét thi vi: “Thé thi, em ¢6 chén tuéng gi khong mudn dé ngudi khac biét?”
Thé Van nhin anh, ding giong diéu khong chit hoang mang m ngay cé ban than ¢6 ciiing khong ngd, néi: “Anh doén di” 9.2

Edit: Sam

Téi nay, bon ho ubng rat nhidu, ky la 1, bén ngudi nhin qua déu khong c6 déu hiéu say sua. Toi gAn nira dém, Hang Phong lai nhur 14 ky tich lAy ra miy
bao li xi dua cho bon ho, Hang Tu quay dau qua, nhe rang tron niit ra hi¢u véi T Miac va Thé Van: Hang Phong say r6i, hon nita say khuét.

Thé Van lai ing & nhét bao i xi vo trong tii 4o khodc ctia Hang Phong, sau d6 thira dip dau 6c con tinh tdo, ¢6 tam bigt bon ho, tré vé ciin ho dudi
lau. Tiéng phao bén ngoai nhat thoi nd to, chinh 1a thong bao: mra dém dén roi.

C6 mo voi nurée, ding nude dmrira it minh, cam thiy hoi chong mit. C6 lau kho mit, suy sup ngdl trén girong, ¢6 thiy minh bong nhién mét hét tat ca
strc luc, cho du mudn tré ngurdi cling kho khan.

C6 nhin tran nha, cudi rd 1én, khong biét dang cudi gl, co it im thé ndo ciing khong kiém ché duoc sy run rdy.
Di dong bong nhién vang 1én, nhic nhé ¢6 mdt tin nhén, c6 chdm rai cam Iy, diing ngon tay cimg ngic n nit.
“00: 15: 41 da ngd chura?”

Chd nguoi giri tin hién Ién mot day s6, d6 1 day s6 thude vé Vién T6 Van.

C6 ngo ngac mot hdi, bdng nhién nhan nit goi, tiéng phéo bén ngoai ¢6 thé ding “dinh tai nhirc 6¢” dé hinh dung, nhung ma ¢6 khong nghe thiy.
Cb chi nghe timg doi giai diéu that dai, mdi mdt Am tra nhur nhip tim ctia ¢d, quanh quén bén tai.

“A 167 Rt cude anh nhan méy, nhur | ¢6 phin ngac nhién.

“Anh c6 biét biy gios a miy gidr khong?”

“Thoi gian c6 bé lo lem hién ra nguyén hinh.” Anh hai hude tra 101,

“A,” ¢6 ¢ Ién, néi ning khong rd rang, “Néu da biét, tai sao con mudn quiy rdy ¢o bé lo lem...”

“Chi 12 mudn biét c6 bé lo lem dang Am gi?”” Anh bi giong n6i ctia ¢6 choc curdi.

“Nguoi ndy, that la...”

“Rét, xAu xa...” Co cam thiy nhirc dau, chong mit.

“Tai sa0? Xau xa thé n20?”” Anh van con cudi.

13

... C6 lai khong noi ra duoc nguyén do.

T3]

“Nay,” anh nhin khéng duge ndi, “Co bé lp lem, em con & d6 khong?”
“Ai goi t61dd...”
“Emndi di?”

“C0 bé o lem ban ron nhicu vige, ngoai hong ti ra thi khong tiép dién thoai. . .ctia bét cii ai khac.” C6 kéo am thit dai, giong nhur ngay ca ban thén 0
ciing khong biét minh dang ndi gi.

“Puoc 1di,” anh nhin cudi ndi, “CH bé lo lem udng say rdi, bay gio i hoang tir dang goi em ddy.”
“Gat nguoi.”

s



C nhé t6i ¢d gai Iy chdng Y, con ¢6 10i néi ctia Carol: chiing ta vi mudn giip hoang tir, khong biét phai hon bao nhiéu con éch. ..

“Anh khong phai hoang tir,” ¢6 cudi ha ha, “Anh a &ch. ..

“Mot con &chxbuxa...” Co mit trén go ma co tham chi bét dau dau nhic.

“Vay em c6 bang long t6i ctru t6i khong?”

o

“Trong truyén b tich ¢ ndi, chi can mdt c4i hon thi s& bién trd vé hoang tir.”

“Anh thit 3. .that . . .vd cing ngu xuan!”

Anh rit mudn ti dAu ludi cta cd, nhung van nhin cudi hoi: “Tai sa0?”

“Boivi...boivi...”

“C6 bé I lem va Hoang tir &ch. . .hoan toan khong phéi vai chinh trong cing mdt quyén séch, lam sao gip duoc nhau. ..”

Vién T Van tram miic vai gidy, bdng dung phét ra tiéng cudi con vang doi hon phao nd, khién cho Thé Van lap tire ngdi ddy, tinh tao mot chit.
Chd anh cudi di 161, ¢6 m6i day huyét thai dwong noi: “Cam on cch im tinh ruou ctia anh, rit kich thich. . . bay gios cup méy duroc roi.”

“May ma,” giong n6i ctia ¢d van khong rd rang, “Toi dang ngoan ngoan ¢ nha.”

“uoc 10, thé thi chic mimg em dat duroc ‘gii thurdng c6 gai tdt’, giai thuong ndy chi khen ngoi 6 gai sau khi udng say khong ra ngoai lam can.”
“Phan thurong dau?” C6 lai bi choang vang danh bai ngi trén giudng,

“Mot chiée vo thdi ctia mdt anh chang dep trai.”

“Visao...”

“C6 thé dé em 6m ng, ding an ti tim hon thiu nit ¢6 don.”

“Budn non. ..” C6 nghién ring nghién loi.

“Puge 14, tiép theo xin ban hiy hra chon v6 thdi ctia mdt trong nhitng anh chang dep trai sau day, 4n ‘1” chon Tom Cruise, 4n 2’ chon Leomardo
DiCaprio ——

«“ khoan da, khong phai Leonardo sao?”

“Ding vdy, Vi tiéu thur ndy,” anh ding giong ndi tiéu chuan ctia nhan vién dién tir vién théng néi, “Nhung boi vi nhitng ndm gin ddy anh ta khong ngimg
map ra, cho nén phai doi tén thanh ‘Leomardo’.”

s

“An ‘3’ chon Nicolas Cage,” anh noi ﬁép, “An ‘4’ chon Ben Affleck, 4n 5’ chon Matt Damon ”

“Ché chitt,” ¢ lai nhin khong duroc ngit 10 anh, “Tai sao cic ngudi chi cung cAp trai gia thoi, chiing 1§ khong c6 Jonas Brothers hodc 1 Robert Pattinson
sao?”

“Vi ticu thur ndy, & nhur vay,” giong diu tiéu chuéin kia ctia anh nghe ra rat mu6n dénh nguoi, “B6i vi nhirg ngudi nhin dugc phén thudng ctia ching toi
da s0 déu la ‘phy nit Ion tudi’, boi vy dat ra nhan vat theo gu ctia “phu nit 16n tudi’ lam chinh.”

“Vay...” C6 nhét thoi nghen 104, khong biét vi sao minh phai chiu dung nhirc du ciing anh tiép tuc dé tai budn cudi ndy, “Pugc rdi, moi tiép tuc...”

“An ‘6” chon VSeanyConnery, dn ‘7 chgn Hugh Jackman, 4n ‘8’ chon Brad Pitt,” anh bSng nhién dirng mot chut, sau d6 khong ngoai du liéu cua Thé
Van ma néi tiep, “An ‘9”, chon Vién To Van...”

“..Toi c6 thé 4n “0” khong?” C6 chan chd vai gidy moi noi.



“Khong dugc.” Nhan vién dién tir vién thong tra 16i miy moc.

“..” C6 dimg vai gidy gan nhu khong suy nghi quyét doan néi, “Hugh Jackman, t6i chon Hugh Jackman.”

“Vi tiéu thur ndy, xin hoi ¢b da x4c dinh s lra chon ctia minh rdi phai khong?”

“Piing vdy. ..”” Co cudi lén, khong phai boi vi hai mé run run sau khi say, ma B boi vi cam thiy bon ho rét nham chan.
“Puge, c¢d da lya chon s 7° Hugh Jackman...”

“Ching t6i rat vinh hanh thong béo voi ¢6, béi vi cd B ngudi thir chin dém nay dwoc nhan phén thudng, tir s6 1 t6i s 8 da dwoc tam vi nhin thudng
trude d6 chon 164, hién tai chi con s6 9 Vién T6 Van, cho nén hé thong danh danh cho ¢6 mdt chiéc vé thoi cua Vién To Van tién sinh. Camon!”

C6 bi anh choc cudi, cudi dén gan nhur hét hoi, ndi khong ra 1oi.

“Nay,” trong tiéng phio mong lung, anh chot ni, “Nhimg 16i em ndi vira rdi déu 1a that u?”

“Céigi...” Pau 6c ¢b con chura hoat dong.

“Hién tai em dang ngoan ngoan ¢ trong nha?”’

“Mudn t6i ding dién thoai nha goi cho anh dé kiém chimg khong. .. C6 nhin trdn nha, ¢b hét strc ddo mét khinh thuong,

*...”” Anh khong n6i gi, nhur 14 dang cuoi.

“Tbi hom d6 i toi nbi ciing 1 that.”

‘“?’?

“T6i hom t6i ubng say 4y.”

“Chic mirmg nam moi! Ngi ngon.” No6i xong, anh ciip miy.

Thé Van chi nghe timg dot “d6 d6” don dap, mdi mdt 4m nhur i nhip tim ctia ¢6, quanh quén bén tai.

Sang sém hom sau ¢6 bi tiéng phéo danh thirc, dau c6 nhirc nhdi nhur mudn it ra, tir trong 6 chéin ¢6 ué oéi chui ra, dén phong bép rét mot ly nurde
lanh, nglra dau udng hét.

Sau do c6 vot qua bon rira, ndn ra tit ca nudc vira udng vao.

Nhin thiy nurdc cham chdm chay xudi trong bon, ¢ chot nhé t6i lic Vién T6 Vén uong say, cling timg lam viéc ngoc nghech giong ¢b. Co ngdi x6m
xuong, vii dAu giita hai canh tay, c6 chit 4o ndo. Khong phai boi vi ho lam viéc ngu xuan gidng nhau, ma vi nguoi t6i qua ubng say 1a cd, khi nghe anh
161 “Toi hom d6 10i t6i ndi ciing 1a that”, c6 khong biét chinh minh nén phan béc ra sao.

C6 cham réii dimg Ién, phan vén nén dénh réing truée hay K ng tiép, c6 nhin ngodi cira s tng 31, bau troi u dm, thé 1 ¢6 thé ngwoi kén giwong, hy vong
tam thoi khong can tinh lai.

Ba gio trua, Thé Van con dang ng say thi nhan dwoc dién thoai, i Tudng Bach Liét goi t6i, nhéic ¢6 bdn gids t6i ding hen. Thé i ¢6 Ky tinh thin, sau
khi chuan bi xong xudi thi ra ngoai.

Vao tét am lich hoc vién y khoa im ing khéc throng, con duong sach s& gon gang, ¢6 1& 1a vi khong ai dot phéo ¢ day, néu khong gy vun mau do nhat
dinh trai day hai bén duong, giong nhu tam tham do cli nat.

Thé Vén g ctra phong kham, Tuong Bach Liét de huyét thai duong voi t6i mo cira cho ¢d, ¢6 di vao ngdi Ién ghé da, n6i v6i anh ta: “Pém qua t6i ubng
say, cho nén hém nay chi c6 thé udng sira nong.”

“Toi ciing vdy,” Tudng Bach Liét dat ly thuy tinh 4m ap trén ban tra ké bén tay co, “hai cd gai Y bi t6i ddy ngi.”
Nu cudi Thé Van ¢ vé map mo: “Thé thi chéic 1 anh da trai qua dém giao thira ‘phéan khich’ nhi?”

“That déng tiéc,” anh ta ngdi 1én ghé sau ban, hoi nan long ndi, “Sau khi dy ngi ho, ngoai trir vé& nha, t6i ching con sirc hyc hm gi.”



“A...” C6 cudi tho dai, “Tiéc qua!”

“Cb thi sao, udng véi ai, ngudi nha ha?”

Thé Van B¢ dau: “Khong, ¢ trrde mat nguoi nha t61 dong vai mot ¢o gai ngoan hién, khong hut thuoc khong ubng ruou, khong phong ting véi dan ong,
ciing khong phai ddng tinh luyén 4i, ¢b giing hoc hanh, chim chi im viée, méc dii ¢6 chit ngoan c¢6 nhung khong tranh ludn voi ngudi Ion. . . Anh hiéu
dugc khong?”

Tuong Bach Liét nhin vai, hém nay anh ta miic mot chiéc 4o thun thurong, nhung khong biét tai sao lai khién ngudi ta cam thiy so véi lic nic 40 so mi
thi anh ta cang tao nha hon.

“Nhur vay trén thye t& ¢6 1 ¢6 gai nhu thé ndo?” Anh ta nhin ¢, ¢6 vé rt himg thu.

“Trén thyc t...” Co ngudc it nhin trin nha trén dAu, khoe miéng c6 tia cuoi khé, “Trén thuc €, cling gﬁn thé, ch.’fmg qua...”
“Chéng qua thinh thoang ciiing s& cam thiy chén ghét.”

“Ghét g?”

“Khong biét,” c6 cudi kho, “C6 18 I ghét ban than t6i.”

“Cb s& c6 chuyén cam long khong nbi mi mudn am khong?”

“C6...duong nhién Ia co...”

“Vi dy nhu?”

(T3]

“Vi dunhur....” C6 suy tur, nghiém tic suy tur, “Vi du nhu mudn rdi khoi thé gioi nay.”

“Khong, t6i khong phai y do, chi lh mudn dén. . .mot khong gian khac, mdt khong gian hoan toan khéc véi thé gioi hién tai cia toi.”
“Nghe ra rat hu 40.”

“C6 18 vAy, boi vi d6 that sy chi i mdt 4o twdng ma thoi.”

“C6 mang muc dich nhur vay dén Anh sao 101 khoi noi nay, dén mdt noi hoan toan khac biét.”

“Um....coi nhur 14 vay di”

“Thé thi ¢6 thanh cong khong? D6 1 noi ¢6 mudn dén u? Bét dong ngdn ngit véi ngudi xung quanh, khong ai quen ¢, khong ai yéu cd, ciing khong c6
aihan c6.”

“Lic dau toi...” C6 van nhin tran nha, “Tudng ring d6 1 noi t6i mudn dén, twéng ring do 1 cude sdng ma t6i mudn. . .nhung cudi cling t6i hiéu dugc, n6
khong phai, can ban khong phai.”

“La diéu gi khién c6 hiéu duoc?”

C6 Bic dau, cudi khd: “Khong biét.”

“C6 16 t6i von da hiéu rdi, luén uon hiéu duoc, chi 1 khong dam dbi mit ma thoi.”

“Co biét khong,” Tudng Bach Liét trAm méic chdc 1t bSng nhién noi, “T61 uén cd mdt cam giac.”
BA?’?

“C6 mdt mure kiém ché ban than,” anh ta am mot QQng tac tay, “Giéng nhu nhét mot con ca voi vao hdp ca moi duong nhién c6 I sy so sanh nay
6 phan khoa trirong hoac 1a khong thich hop cho laim—— nhung t6i ludn cam thay, rat nhicu lic, moi mit cau, mot anh mit hodc la mdt dong tac cta




¢6 déu nhur an chira mot thir gi khac.”

[ 1]

“T6i ¢b ging mubn tim kiém mdt con ngudi khac cua c6 trong 1n6i tim, t6i cho 1 minh tim dwoc rdi, thay duoc rdi, nhung chi chdp miét, t6i lai cam thiy
hoan toan khong phai viy. Loai cam giac nay giéng nhur. .. Anh ta ding mbt chut, nhur la t1mt01 trong dAu mot ti du khéc thich hop hon, “Sau khi khui
ndp ra, phat hién bén trong khong phai i ca mdi duoc dong hop, ma |3 mot miéng thit ca voi.”

«_..L& ndo khong phai anh mua sai d6 hop roi sao?” Thé Vén dua ra mdt gia thuyét kho khén.

“Nhung trén d6 viét ‘ca, moi, dong, hop’.” Anh ta ding ngdn trd chi vao khong khi, gidng nhur trong khong khi tht sur viét bon chir ny.

“_. Pugc 16i.” C6 nhin vai, khong biét tiép 10 thé ndo. Nhung c 18 c¢6 khong can tiép tuc, chi can chd anh ta n6i tiép.

Tudng Bach Liét mdt tay chong trén tay vin ghé xoay,

‘0?’9
“Thit ca voi trong hop kia c6 that sy biét minh [ ¢4 voi khong?”

Khi Thé Van lai xe chay ra khoi hoc vién y khoa, hai bén con dwong da bat dén sang trung, khap noi déu nghe duogc tiéng phéo, nhung lic nay bau
khong khi tai ngd tur duong, khac voi ngdy dau nidm mdi ctia nhitng nam trurde, nhu ki ¢6 sw dm ép khong thé noi 13.

Cho dén khi c6 rat nhiéu nam nir dang cim b6 hoa di qua trure it ¢6, ¢6 moi nho t6i hom nay la ngay 14 Thang 2 I8 tinh nhan.

Nhan lic cho dén do, co Jy ra mdt dia CD trong ttii xach, d6 1 ¢4 nho dong nghiép ghi 4m lai gitip ¢6 trude tét. Dao ndy c6 ban ron nhiéu viée, da au
khong ling nghe tiét muc ctia Thur Lo, luon nghi rang khi ¢6 mudn nghe thi ¢ thé Ay ra nghe lai, giéng nhur giita hai nguoi khong cach nhau mot Thai
Binh Duong rong 16n.

“Céc vi thinh gia than mén & bén kia séng dién tir, tudn ndy ctia cic ban thé ndo, hy vong moi vié déu tot dep. Cac ban dang & Trung Quoc sép chao
don tét 4m lich, Thur Lo ¢ day xin giri loi chiic mirg ndm moi dén cc ban trude, dong thoi toi cling mudn thong bao voi moi ngudi, boi vi JAn nay Thur
Lo s& tr& vé an tét, cho nén ba tiét muc ky sau déu i thu 4m trude, khong thé ding cach phat séng trre tiép dé giao lru véi moi nguroi. Nhung t6i nghi
thé ciing khong sao, boi vi néu céc ban ¢6 gi mudn n6i véi Thu Lo, co thé trre tiép giri thur dén hop thur riéng cta t6i, néu c6 thoi gian t6i s& lan huot hoi
am

Thatra gén day Thu Lo nhan duge rat nhiéu thu dién tir cta céc ban thinh gid, viéc ndy d6i voi tiét muc ctia chung t6i [a mdt sy tich cuc, clingduaray
kién trong tAm, tai day Thu Lo rAt cam on moi nguoi. Nhung déng thoi, dbi v su bién mét cta hai nhan vét thin bi trong tiét mmuc, moi nguoi cling cam
A 4 “Van dam phong khinh’ va “Tinh c4u ¢6 don’. Pung vy, thit ra Thu Lo ciing cam thiy hoi ¢6 don, dudng nhur i hai
ngudi ban king 1& dong hanh vai t6i bdng nhién bién mét, duong nhién ngoai t6i ra, cac ban thinh gia khac ciing ny sinh himg thi voi hai vi nay.

Vidunhu ‘A Sam’ giri thu ndi “t6i luén cam thfiy hinh nhur bon ho quen biét nhau, khong phai hai nguoi xa la daw’, ‘Cua g@’ noi tén nay rat dac
biét ‘sao hai nguoi kia khong tiép tuc hoi mt cdu dap modt cau nita, t61 co chit mat mat’, ‘Vancouver’ ndi ‘toi rat mudn biét keo vao giéy 20i keo
16t cude 1 y g, ‘Khang ti than ti” ndi “Thu Lo, chi khong cam thiy bon ho dang tan tinh nhau sa0?”, ciing ¢6 mdt vai thinh gia, ky tén la ‘Veronica’ va
‘Daisy’ khong hen mé cting giri thur dra ra két uan ring “bon ho nhét dinh ¢6 mot chan’. ..

O trén la nhimg y kién cua thinh gia nghe dai, khong lién quan dén Thu Lo, ciing khong lién quan dén dai phét thanh ctia ching toi. Nhung ma, “Van dam
phong khinh” va “Tinh cau ¢o don’, hai ban van dang Fing nghe tiét muc & bén kia séng dién tir chir? Néu ding vay, Thu Lo mubn n6i ring, ky thit toi
cling rat to mo, 1ot cude keo va gidy gbi keo i mdt cau chuyén nhur thé nao? Néu, t6i chi ndi 1 néu, céc ban bang long, xin hay ké lai cAu chuyén nay
cho t6i nhé, khong chi “Van dam phong khinh’ hogc 1 “Tinh cAu c6 don’, mdi mot thinh gia ing nghe tiét muc ctia ching t6i, néu ban bang long, thi hily
ké cho chiing t6i mdt cau chuyén clia ban nhé n6i vy, Thu Lo cam thiy ring hanh tinh nay s& ching con ¢6 don. .. Sau dy, ching ta hiy king
nghe mot ca khiic, d6 Ia ‘Chasing Pavements’ ctia Adele.”

Ben xanh trude it sang 1én, Thé Vén tha phanh ra, chdm rdi di chuyén vé phia trrde. Bai hat vang Ién trong loa xe chinh 1 ca khic timg khién ¢ mé
min——

Should I give up,

Or should I just keep chasing pavements?
Even if it leads nowhere,

Or would it be a waste?

Even If T knew my place should I leave it there?
Should I give up,

Or should I just keep chasing pavements?



Even if it leads nowhere. ..

Thé Vén tuong ring bau troi nbi mura, nhung ¢6 nhanh chong biét duoc khong phéi vay, boi vi Lkhong phai con mua nhoa di moi thir trueée mét ¢ ma |
nuée mit ciia ¢d. Co dd xe tai ven duong, khi giong nit dAy tir tinh kh& ngAm nga 6 khong thé kiém ché ma khoc én, duong nhur. . .d6 chinh 1 ¢6, con
ngudi chén that nhét, mot con ngudi chura timg dé 16 trude bt ky ai, ngay ca ¢d ciing cam thiy minh dang so' héi.

C5 nhé t6i rat nhidu chuyén, nhd toi ba me bi thurong trong con mura dam, nhé t6i minh di mot minh trén sén truong, nh6 t6i nhitng gidc mong ky la, nh&
61 khung anh kia trong phong Vién T6 Vén, nhd t6i b thr miu vang nhat ma Thach Thy Thén viét, nhé t61 Tir Mac va Hang Ty cudi n6i nhic lai
chuyén xura, nho t6i Tuong Bach Liét timg ndi “Ching I8 boi vi cai chét ctia ¢6 Ay ma ¢ s& thay d6i cude sdng ctia minh sao”..

Con co mot bong dang, do 1a bong dang cua “ngudi 4y”, c6 nhin thiy “ngudi y” xoay ngudi mim cudi voi ¢d, vay tay, sau do. . .budc di trén con duong
khong thé quay lai nita.

C6 khong biét minh da khoc bao lau, ciing khong nghe dugc tleng tam biét ctia Thu L trong loa xe, ¢6 chi nhin thdy moi ngurdi ngoai ctra s, bdng nhién
cam thiy c6 don, c6 don dén ndi. . .gAn nhur trdng rang minh sip chét.

Lic Thé Van vé dén nha, ¢6 mua mdt tdi Ion day mi ly trong cira hang tién loi, lai thué méy dia phim, sau d6 moi c6 diing khi di mét voi dém dai dang
dang, Nhung khi ra khoi thang may, c6 ngo ngac dirng budc chin, khong biét nén gia vo nhur chra phat hién, hay 4 xoay nguoi chay tron.

Vién T Van v6n ngdi trude cira da dumg ddy, anh ciing ngac nhién nhin hai it sung do ctia ¢6. Anh hé miéng mudn hoi ¢o, nhung cudi cling van nhin
xuong, lam b nhur khong d¢€ y, dit hai tay vao i1, cong khde miéng; “T6i suyt nita tuwong rang em di hen ho ro1.”

Thé Van cudi khd, van dimg tai chd: “Anh tim t6i 42”

Anh khong tra 1i c6, n sut sit mili, Am thanh nhur 1 it kién nhin: “C6 thé di vao trude khong, & day rit lanh.”

C6 cin mdi nghi nghf, 1t cude van khong c6 Iy do tir chdi anh. Vi thé ¢b chi danh mo cira, thay dép, mo didu hoa, cudi ciing bit dau dun nude.
“C6 tiii chudm nong khong?”” Anh dimg phia dudi ngudn g6 ciia diéu hoa hoi.

“Khong ¢6.” C6 tra o1 méy moc, di dén ngiin ti & goe tuwong Iy ra mdt cai miéng gitt Am, bit dau Am nong

“Ban ndly em di dau?”

“_..Chd mdt ngudi ban.”

Anh dirng dong tac cha tay, nhin c6: “Nam hay nit?”

“ . Nam.” C xoay ngudi, dwa lung vé phia anh, mé néip 4m ra, mudn nhin xem nudc da sip soi chura.

Anh biu mdi, khong néi tiép, qua mdt hoi lau, anh m6i ndi: “La. . Thach Thy Than u?”

“Ha?” C quay nguoi, nhat thoi khong phan tmg lai, cach vai gidy moi Fic dau: “A, khong phai. ..

“La ai?” Anh nhin c6, gidng nhu mdt cau bé dang ghen.

“. Labac si” co cd ging lo di nhip tim hdn loan ctia minh, binh tinh thét ra 101 ndi ddi khong gay hai, “Toi nhd anh Ay ké thube.”

Noi xong, cd quay nguoi lai, khong dam nhin anh.

C6 khong biét anh ¢6 tin hay khong, c6 & 6, ¢6 1& khong, Nhung anh khong hoi t6i cling, ma i cAm miéng giir 4m bt dau tim do an trong tii nhyra.
“Em dung ndi cho t6i biét dém nay em dinh an nhimg thir ndy. . .”” Anh ngéng dAu, vé mit khong dam tin.

“C6 sao dau.” C6 ding nuée vira nAu xong pha mot tach ca phé cho anh, nhung minh lai khéng udng mot giot, béi vi phin nurde con lai ¢ mudn ding
dé nAumi ly.

“Toi gitip em thém dd an.”

Khi n6i ki ndy, bicu tinh trén myit anh tran ddy tu tin, nhung 6 tuéng rang anh n6i da. Cho dén nira tiéng sau, khi anh dem trimg ludc cing voi thit hun
khoéi da chién xong dat trude mat ¢d, cd mdi chot phat hién: anh thit sy dinh & lai day, cling c6 an mi ly coi nhu bita toi. . .

“Chéng & anh khong c6 chuyén gi khéc dé im sao?”” C6 nhin khong dugc hoi.
Anh khong tra 101, ty minh &n mi.

“Anh c6 thé im mdt co gai ra ngodi an bira comy, tiy tién dén noindo d6 choi, sau d6 v& nha. .. DPay moi Ia nhitng chuyén anh nén lam”” Co cin mdi,



khong rd muc dich minh ni i ndy 1 gi, nhung c6 ¢6 thé khang dinh minh bt dau chén ghét anh diing hanh vi. .. khong 1d rang mi Ry c6 Am trd cudi.
“Em dang gian sa0?”” Anh binh tinh nhin 6, dat diia trén mit ly, sau d6 xoay nguoi nhin co.

“Em dang gian cai gi?”

“Khodng c6.” C6 khoanh tay, di dén bén cira s6, nhin 4nh dén neon xa xa lap loe, c¢6 nhiu may.

“Khong c6?”” Anh di ¢én bén canh c6, vuron tay ndm cim cd, cudi 1o Ién, “Ngay ca ham ring ciing cin chit, con néi khong gian?”

Cb gidty khoi tay anh, ham hye dén trude tivi, bit dau bo dia vao xem

“Nay,” anh lai goi co nhu vdy, “An xong roi hing xem”

“Khong muén. ..” C6 hon ddi 4n nit mo, sau d6 ngdi trén sofa.

Vién T6 Van nhéch khoe miéng, nhur 1 hét céch voi ¢o, anh di vao phong bép bung mi va db an ra rdi dit trén ban tra & trude nit ¢d, con mod ra miéng
day ly mi, dua diia cho co.

“An di
Thé Vén nhin anh, lai nhin d6 n trrde mit, cudi cling van guong gao cm ly.

Bon ho ctr vay ing I& an bita t5i I& tinh nhan, nhung Thé Van nghi, ¢6 1& ddi véi bon ho chi i mdt bita t5i binh thudng ma thdi, chang qua hom nay tring
hop 14 I tinh nhan,

A, visao c0 ndi gian véi anh chr?
Pung, chi 1a ndi ndng voi ngurdi khdng c6 1y do 16 rang cting minh an toi. . .

Trén man hinh tivi dang chiéu bo phim Thé Van da mo, ¢6 khong biét tén, chi cam thiy nam chinh hoi hoi dAu nhin rét quen miit, nhét B co bip khoa
truong trén nguol

“Thoi gian em & Anh. ..” Vién T6 Van chot hoi, “Séng thé nao?”

“Ngay I8, tit ca nhitg ngay 18. . .nhAt 13 hom nay, troi qua thé nao?” Giong diéu anh mang theo mdt chit khong xAc dinh, nhur 1 that sy mudn biét.
“_. Néu c6 nguoi moi thi di chung,” ¢6 cin diia, khong biét tai sao minh phai tra 11, “Néu khong thi & mjt minh.”

“C6 ngudi theo dudi em khong?” Anh cup niit, chuyén tam in mi trong tay.

.. Tai sao anh hoi diéu nay?” C6 gia v vo y liéc nhin anh.

“Khong c6 gi, tly tién hoi thi.”

C6 c6 phan hoai nghi véi cu tra 10i ndy ctia anh, vi thé c6 nhin anh, néi: “Thé anh thi sa0?”

“Vi sao khong tim mt ¢b gai tot, yéu duong, két hon, sinh con.”

(T3]

Anh trdm mic, rat u rét Au, Fu dén mitc Thé Van tuéng réing anh khong tré ki, nhung anh bdng nhién nging dau nhin ¢6 ndi, “Em c6 timg gip qua
chuyén nhur the nay chua...”

L“?”
“Liic em chura that sy hiéu duoc cai gi goi i “yéu’, thi em da thich mot ngwoi.”

[T3E ]

“D6 chinh I mdt loai thich, khong phai ngoai c6 4y ra thi khong chira dwoc nhing ngudi khac trong niit, nhung khong phai vi ¢6 ay ma di ]am bat cu
chuyén dién cudng nio khong phai, hoan toan khong phéi, t6i nghi d6 that sur i mot loai thich. Khi nhin thiy c6 4y, em s& mubn hon ¢o 4y, mudn




6mco ay, hon nira, em thich nhin ¢6 Ay cuoi, rat thich, thich ¢ dy dimg mdt bén twoi cudi goi tén em, sau d6 chinh em ciing 16 ra nu cudi ngdy ngd.”

[ 1]

“Em & nghi rang cd ay khong phéi la tit ca trong cude song ctia em, boi vi em con rt tré, ¢6 nhidu chuyén dang cho em lam, em cam thiy cudc song
vira moi bit dau, c6 dy chi ld mot phin trong cude séng cia em—— nhung ¢ 18 la mot phin quan trong nhét. Thinh thoang em cting s& khat khao v&
turong lai, twrong lai ctia hai ngudi, tuong tuong thiy duoc khudn mét ctia em va ¢d 4y trd nén gia diin, hai ngudi nim tay nhau di trén con dudng c6 néng
chiéu chiéu roi, n6i khong chimg sau ny con c6 mdt dira con, nhung day chi 1 ndi khong chimg, tt ca déu con chua xac dinh.”

[T 1]

“Puong nhién ciing ¢6 ic cii nhau, em s& gidn ddi khong them quan tim dén co 4y, dé cho ¢6 4y biét s dau kho trong tinh yéu mic duem van
chua thira nhan véi ban than d6 1 tinh yéu, boi vi em cam thay d6 chi 1a thich, tat ca déu Ia mdt loai thich, hoan toan chua néi téi ‘yéu’.”

[T3E 1]

“hai nguoi ling phi thanh xuén, trong rang day 1 sy khoi dau cia cude sér}g tot dep, tham chi em con, emcon rat tyr phy nhéic nhé chinh minh, nhat thiét
dirng nd Iye yéu nhiéu hon ddi phuong, boi vi nhur vy s& dé dang chién théing hon. Em cho 1 dii mét di c6 4y, thi vin con c6 con duong tot dep khac
dang cho em di, mt chit dau kho c6 [ khong dang ké chitt nao. Nhung ma, ¢6 mot ngay ——

“?” C6 nhin anh, n6i khong ra 1oi.

«“ em that sy mit di c6 Ay.” Anh nghen ngo, 4m thanh binh tinh chot run riy.

“Noi diiing hon, ¢6 4y bi mang di, hon nita vinh vién khong tros vé emc6 biét cai gl 1a vinh vién khong? Chinh i toan bo thoi gian mi em c6 thé

tudng tuong ra dugce, em phai di dbi dién, toan bo thoi gian...”

“Cho dén khoanh khic d6, em mdi hiéu dugc. . .em coi tinh yéu qua nong can r@)i} Em Juon twong ring ‘yéu’ ching qua A mot ngudi dan ng bang long
tir bo nhiing nguoi phy nit khac, di thye hién mot loi hira hen goi la *anh mudn doi t6t voi em subt doi” —— nhung d6 hoan toan khong phai 1a “yéu’, chi
12 ngudi dan 6ng to vé tu kiéu trude mit ngudi phy nit cia minh, trude méit ndi tim clia minh, murgn ¢d d€ trd nén vi dai ma thoi.”

“Thé nhung, khi em d6i mit v6i sy mét di thinh finh xay ra, “chi i thich” mi em von nghi lic dAu da bién thanh nhd nhung timg gidy phit, 11 nhiic nhd em

tirng noi voi minh d tro thanh hdi han, sau khi tréi qua sy mat di ma em von coi | dau kho nhd nhoi....thi nd da tré thanh hur v md mit, em tham chi hy
vong chinh minh cam thay dau khd nhung ma, ems€ cam nhan duge mot thir cang dang so hon 1a dau kho emco biet do 1a cai gi khong?”

Thé Van ha hdc miéng, mudn goi tén Vién TS Vén, nhung c6 chi nhin thiy 4nh it nghiém tic ctia anh. Anh nhoai ngudi qua, cti ¢au hon co.

B mdi anh kho khoc ma dju dang, 6 cam théy minh ddi voi anh mé ndi tya nhur mdt vién tréin chAu d& danh mit nhung nay tim lai dwoe, khién cho dém
ngay nhd nhung nhurng lai khong dam téi gan.

Anh mit mdi ¢d, tira nhur mbi tinh du ctia c4u thiéu nién, Fing king chd doi c6 gai bi anh hon, chd doi co gai hdn tra, hodic 14 cai tat tir chdi ciia ¢d gai.
C6 gan nhur theo ban néing hon tra anh, trong ong dang Ién 4m ap, mudn dm anh, ciing dé anh 6m Ay minh, twra nhu rat nhiéy, rat nhiéu nam vé trud. ..
Bdng nhién, ¢b ddy anh ra, mubn ding hét tit ca strc rc ctia minh, nhung kim thé ndo ciing khong duroc.

“Nay...” Anh dimg 4m thanh trAm thip khan khan goi ¢6, nim By canh tay ¢ khong cho ¢ tranh né.
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“Anh budng ra!” C6 hét Ién, gily dua, trong long c6 mit loai tuyét vong kho ma ndi ra.
A, ¢b biét, thir cang dang so hon dau khé theo 101 anh ndi, d6 chinh 1 tuyét vong, sur tuyét vong dai ding ding ma ¢ doc.
“Ngudi anh yéu khong phai 1 t6i!”” C6 nhin anh, kinh ngac phat hién minh khong roi mrde nit, khong chay mdt giot nio.

Vién T6 Van cﬁpg nhin ¢6, nihin 6 rat siu, vé nﬁt~ diém finh ma bi thuqng. “Bm c6 thé lam ghuyén emmubn lam, em cé thé tro thanh nguodi em mudn ted
thanh, em cd thé Itra gat ba me, ban bé hodc 12 mdi mdt ngudi quen biet em, em ciing ¢6 thé Ira gat anh...”

“Nhung tai sao emmubn Iira gat chinh minh, em that sy co thé Tira gat ban thin em sao. . .Thé Phan?”

Hét Chirong 9
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Chuong 10: Nim 2001 - Khoanh khic thoi gian ngirng lai
[Vién Thé Van: “Béc si, t6i ¢6 16i mudn ndi véi anh. . .hodic néi ding ra 14 thing thin voi anh. ..”

“Toi khong phai. . Michael, thyc ra toi  Lucifer....””)

10.1

Edit: Sam

Bon ho nhin nhau, khong ai n6i gi, thé nhung anh niit ctia nhau tyra nhu bi ha thin chi, khong thé tach ra.

C0 miy thoi gian bdng nhién khéi ddng, moi thir xung quanh giong nhur c4i bong mo nhat chuyén ddng nhanh chong, chi ¢6 bon ho, chi ¢6 anh mit khong
thé tach roi kia. . .duong nhur vinh vién bat dong,

D6 1 nim 2001, mia hé va mia thu bt dau thay phién nhau, & sau trong ndi tim co méi méi khong thé quén duoc khoang thoi gian do.

“Thé Van, hira v6i chi di ma, chi mdt n, mdt [An cudi cung!” Thé Phan quy géi trén girong, ]fiy dhu dap trén tAm ném mém mai, nhung cuong diéu hda
b6 mit dau kho.

“Ciing chang phéi con nft, ai co himg choi trd nay véi chi chir. . .”” Em gai dang viét chit trude ban, nghiém tic luyén tap chir viét bang but 1ong, t6 vé
khong c6 hing thi.

“Cho nén chi moi n6i 1 1an cudi ma, hoi bé ching ta khong phéi thuong xuyén Bm vay u?”
“ . Nhung ma, d6 1 hdibé.”

Nhin ra em gii hoi dao dong, Thé Phan n6i tiép: “Co hoi di My lan nay that s rat hiém, trong ca khoa chi vat vi immdi bdc tham tring >

«“ boc tham ciing ‘vat va lim’ sao?”” Thé Van cuoi kho.

“C6 chd, budi tdi trude hom boc théim chi da béi lay thén linh ba tiéng dong ho co dy, tir B6 Tét dén Chia Troi, ai ciing thanh kinh thir qua hét, hon
nita cd khoa cé miy tram ban hoc ma chi lai [im dugc, cé thé boc trung that 1a “vat va lam’.”

(T3]

“Em thay chi di di ma, co hdi hiém c6 nhur vay, hon nita da ndi voi ciu rdi, emc6 thé t6i New Jersey trude vai ngdy, ciu s dan em di shopping khip
noi.” Thé Phin 6m em gai tir phia sau, lam niing ndi.

Thé Van tram mic chdc 1at, moi ni: “Vay chi hiy n6i cho em biét, tai sao ngay tir dau chi da trong mong, by gio lai mubn 6 lai, chinh chi ciing n6i, day
1a co hdi ngan nam mot thuo.”

Thé Phin cin mdi, & & a a khong ndi ra 1i, nhung tur trdng da bay vé budi sang ctia hai ngdy trudc.
A, ding vay, do 1a budi sang ctia hai ngay trudc.

“Anh...” Vién Thé Phan mo to hai mt, kinh ngac nhin anh ching nam sinh mdt du vang hoe trrdc mit, con cé khuyén tai méu bac xo trén tai trai ctia
anh, ¢0 rat kich dong nuon nhao 1n bop c6 anh: “Anh, kiu toc gi do ha...”

Vién T6 Van dit tay vao tti, hai nit nhin Ién d4u minh —— mic dit khong ai ¢6 thé nhin Ién d4u ciia minh anh nhé t6i ngay hom qua thiy minh

dAu toc vang hoe cit ngfin trong grong clia tiém cit toc, lic Ay anh ciing rét hoang so. Nhung mi ci tén béo kia cuoi gia tao ndi “Bep trai in”, thé 1
anh nhin.

“Ernthéy khong dep sao?” Anh té vé burc minh, giong diéu hoi coc can.

Vién Thé Phan céin dng hit cim trong lon nurée ngot, sic mét nhu 1 rat kho xir: “Khong phai khong dep »

“...Vay vé mit em Ia sao day?!” Anh trirng c6.
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1a rét xAu!” C5 liéu inh ndi, “Ldp ngoai ngit tai trudng luyén thi ciia bon em gan ddy co day mot cau, em nghi rat thich hop vai tinh hung hién tai.
‘K?’?
C6 trimg to mit, hai tay 6m dAu khoa trurong, ding mdt loai ngit diéu chi c6 trong phim truyén hinh na 16n tiéng n6i: “It’s terrible!”

Vien T6 Yén ngoéy 16 tai, sic mit trd nén buc doc, khong doi am cubi dang ghét kia ctia ¢6 ndi xong, anh da 6m léy b ¢d, hon ¢6 manh bao, cho dén
khi co thé co6 mém nhiin vi nu hdn nay.

K& tir hém bt dau nghi hé xac dinh quan hé v6i nhau, anh phét hién minh cang ngay cang thich cam gidc nay.

Anh tha ¢ ra, van gia bo to vé buc doc, khong cho ¢6 nhin thiy hanh phic nho nho trong 1ong minh.

“Anh. ..” Thé Phan lu6n bj loai hanh vi “th6 bao” nay ctia anh lam cho n6i khong thanh 1oi.

“Néu em con dam phé binh kiéu toc ctia anh nita thi anh s trd mit.” Anh gia vo nghién ring nghién loi, nhung bi ¢6 cudi vi d nhin thau.
“Puge 161, ¢d chia hai tay ra, “Nhung ma may nguoi kia dau rdi? Bon ho mudn qué di, xe sép chay rdi...”

hai ngudi dang dimg 6 cira bén xe dudng dai ron ring nhdn nhéo, nhin xung quanh, gin dén gior khoi hanh moi phat hién toan bo thanh vién ciia “trai hé
cta nhom thich quan sat thién van” —— chi con lai hai nguoi bon ho.

“Bon ho dang lam cai quy gi thé?”” Thé Phan chdng nanh, vé niit phan no.

“Khong biét. ..” Vién T6 Van dit ba 16 dudi chd ngdi ctia minh, vé nit binh tinh.

Nhung trong long anh. . .ciing rat khin trirong —— may tén kia ¢6 18 ndo ¢6 y khong dén?

“Ching ta ¢6 nén xudng xe hay khong?” C6 chan nan hoi,

“Tai sao,” anh gia v t6 vé nghi hodic, “Néu dén thi phai di chir.”

C6 nira tin nira ngd nhin anh, cudi cting van thoi mai git dau, tir trong ba 16 Ay ra dd an vat ma an.

Trong long Vién T6 Van bét dic di cudi kho, ¢o gai ndy. . .that 1 dé Iira. ..

Dich dén ctia bon ho & Xa Son, trwée khi xuat phét da diit bon phong tai khach san dia phuong, von k& bon nam bon ni, hién gior chi con hai nguwdi ho. .
Anh khoanh tay, ¢6 chit khdng tu nhién liéc nhin c6 ¢ bén canh, theo thdéi quen ma biu mdi, c6 16t cude co y thirc dugc tinh nghiém trong cuia van dé
khong ha?!

Téi khach san, hai nguoi déu tir iy gidy chimg minh dat trén quiy, co gai tiép tan twoi cuoi kha 4i n6i: “Thé thi hién tai chi can mdt phong thoi phai
khong?”

“A, khong phéi, khong phai.”” Thé Phan voi vang xua tay, dau lc e nhu trong boi, “hai, hai phong don. ..

Cb gai kia ngan ngudi, nhin hai nguoi ho, cubi ciing ngai ngiing iy ra hai tim thé mo cira: “Vang vang, xin Ibi.”

“Nay,” Iic vao thang may 1én Au, Vién T6 Vén curoi ndm dudi toc ngwa cta ¢b, “Bo dang vira rdi clia em rét budn cudi”

“C6 gi budn cudi...” Mt co do lén.

Thang may phat ra tiéng “dinh” trong tréo, anh khong tra 1oi, n chi mim cuoi di ra ngoai, dé lai co & phia sau girrong mét nhin.

hai ngwoi tré vé phong thu xép ba 16 mot chit, rdi xuét phat di leo i, dau Théng chin Xa Son van rét oi bitc, nhit | budi trra. C6 1€ bdi vi thoi tiét, xe
cap tai chan nili khong ¢6 ai, sau khi mua vé lién 1ap tirc dén phién ho, xe cap bang sat tan ra chitt miii huirong chay ndng, cho ngdi di nhién cling néng
theo.

“Néng mubn chét!” Bon ho miit déi mét, mdi ngudi ngdi mot bén, Thé Phan ding stre lau md hoi, séc it do bimg,

“Chiu dyng chit di, con hon 1 tir dudi tréo Ién.”” Mic du ciing rt nong, Vién T6 Van nhu khong hé dé y.

“My tén gian tra kia,” ¢6 bong nhién nghién rang nghién loi, “Nhét dinh nhin thiy thoi tiét nhur vy, mot dam ngdi trén ¢ nha m diéu hoa, cho nén ca
dam cho chung ta leo cay roi...”
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... Vién T6 Van cudi khd, em mudn nghi viy ciing. . khong c6 gi khong thé.

“haiz. . .sap hét hé 161, ¢6 ndi, “Qua méiy ngy nita em s& xudt phat.”



Anh nhin ¢6, n6i: “Khéng phai tot lim sao, dwoc di My choi.”

C6 bit chure anh biu mbi, khong n6i g, sic mit nhur | vui khong nbi.

“Sao vay?”” Anh viron tay kéo bim toc & trude nguc co.

C6 vAn khong néi gi, qua that liu moi than thé néi: “Nhung em khong mubn rdi khoi anh. ..

Anh ngin ngudi, trong nhay it sy rung dong hrdt qua tréi tim

Loai rung dong ndy rat diic biét, nhur . . .day long c6 gi d6 bt ddu khoi dong, khién anh cam nhan dugc hanh phiic tir day long

Anh bdng nhién ding kén ngdi xudng bén canh ¢, xe cap nho nhd boi vi hanh ddng ndy ciia anh ma mét théing bang lung lay vai c4i, ¢6 s¢' t6i mitc hét am
Ién, tiéng kéu d6 tham chi c6 the hinh dung 1a “‘vang vong khe nii”, nhung gidy tiép theo, am thanh nay khong chit do dy da bi anh ngén chan.

“Day | cai gi?” Vién T Van ngdi trén ghé d4 tai dinh i, nhin thdy hop den trong tay Thé Phan, anh nhiu may.

“May chyp anh Iy lién’ d6, nha qué!” C6 hi hody vai cai, chinh goc do xa.

Purgc 16i, anh thira nhan minh chi thiy thir d6 choi nay trong tivi, nhung d6 14 vi anh khong hé himg thi v6i chuyén nay.

“Ching ta chup anh di, ding may nay s& c6 hinh lién day!” C6 cudi noi.

“Khong mudn.” Anh b mbi.

C6 tir dong dén phia sau anh, 6m anh tir déng sau, dudi canh tay ra cAm méy dit trude nit: “Chyp di, dimg mic c3!”

«...” Trong nhay mét bd hing anh clmg ngdic, ¢6 khong hé kiéng dé m ké st hai “thir’” kia trén hung anh. . khién anh cam thiy rit “kho chiu’”.
“Cuoinha,” c6 ndi, “Mot, hai, ba, cheese!”

Saumdt tiéng “ring ric” ky quai, trong cai hdp nhod mau den c6 thé nghe duoc c6 cai gi d6 dang van chuyén, mt 1t sau, tir miéng ddy may anh chay ra
mot tm hinh.

“A...” Thé Phan thit vong noi, “Anh khong ¢6 cuoi...”

Anh cAm tAm anh, nghi thim thé nay thi bao anh lam sao cudi duoc. ..

“Chyp thém tim nita.” C6 nhiin nhé nit may, nhur 1 rat khong hai long

Anh lai xua tay: “Bubi ti trd vé i chup, noi ndy nong qua.”

N6i xong, anh bo tAm anh vio ba 16 ctia minh, sau d6 Iy ra mdt goi thude 14, ding miéng ngam mot diéu, nhung con chura cham lira thi da bi ¢6 doat Iy.
“Xin dirng hut thude tai noi cong cong, camon.”

Anh chi bt dic di iéc nit: “Em quan nhiéu chuyén that.”

Khi hai ngudi dén dai thién van Xa Son thi ¢ bon rudi, nhén vién tai cira ndi v6i ho da déng cira rdi, hai nguoi déu ngdy ngan.

“Nhung ns,” Thé Phén chura tir bo v dinh ndi, “T6 trrdng ciia ching t6i ndi s& md cira mudn ma.”

“D6 1a khi co nhitng su kién thién van dac biét méi mo cilra vao budi tdi, hon nita, chi mo cira cho du khach dic biét thoi” Néi xong nhan vién cuoi lich
sur, xoay nguoi lam chuyén ctia minh.

“Tai sao lai nhu vay...” Thé Phén thét vong,

“Néu budi tdi khong thé ngim sao thi con goi i dai thién van lam gi ha. .. Vién T6 Vén ciing khong nhin dwoc ma oan gian.
Nhung miic dii vay, bon ho van khong tir bé muc dich ctia chuyén di niy, quyét dinh & lai dinh ni t minh ngim sao.
“Emc6 caindy...” Tir trong ba 16 Thé Phan Iy ra rit nhiéu do an vit va db udng, con c6 mot tim trai ding di da ngoai.
“Em gioi that.” Vién TO Van “bat dic di” khen ngoi.

“Trai hé dwong nhién phai dem theo nhig thir iy, bang khong anh bo gi trong ba 162

Anh nhéch khoe miéng, khong tré 10



Ngudi ¢ lai dinh nii ngém sao ciing khong ft, ¢6 rét nhidu ngudi con mang theo kinh vién vong chuyén nghiép ctia minh dén, boi Vi trdi trong, bau troi vao
budi t0i ¢4 veé cang trong veo, tra nhur trén man san khau mau xanh tham treo day kim cuong vang lap lanh. Tat cd moi nguwdi ngang dau mé man ngam
bau troi day sao, quén di moi hanh phiic va bi thirong, chi mudn hoa nhdp ban than vao trong vii try vo bién v6 han, ding anh niit dé€ chinh minh tirdng
tuong ra.

The Phén giéng nhur nhiing nguoi khéc 6m hai chan ng01 dudi dt, gio dém thdi to1, co bt gidc rut vai, bdng nhién c6 ngudi 6m Ky ¢ tir phia sau, mt
tAm chin tht day can gié bao boc than thé bon ho, khién c6 4m ap trong budi t6i mia ha hoi lanh lanh nay.

“Trong ba 16 anh mang. . .cai ny sa0?” C6 quay dau nhin anh, réu trén cim anh dim vao tran ¢6 hoi dau, nhung ¢6 khong hé dé y.
“Um...” Anh thu chiit khuyu tay, ngo ngéc nhin khong trung, bét gidc dimg cim co 1én ma c6.

C cudi mudn né tranh, nhung bi anh 6m cang chat hon, 16t cude c6 khdng gidy dua nita, chi king king ndm trong 1ong anh, méc cho dong chay tinh yéu
tran ngdp trai tim minh.

“Nay,” am thanh ctia anh tram thip na khan khan, “Em c6 thé & bén anh khong, ..

w

“Ludn ludn & bén anh. ..”” Anh khdng nhin ¢, nhung canh tay lai 6m chit hon.

Héc it ¢6 hoi d6, nhe nhang ndm ldy mu ban tay anh, ding long ngén tay v& vong tron, sau d6 mim cudi git dau: “Um. ..

Tbi hom d6 trén dwong xudng nii, hai ngudi déu khong n6i gl, dudng nhu cam nhan duoc thir gi 6 & trong long nhau, nhung lai khong n6i 13, khong thé
ndi 1 rang,

Trd vé cira phong khach san, Thé Van cti dau ding thé md cira, khong dam nhin anh: “Vay. . .em vé phong ddy. ..”
“Um...” Anh ctii ddu kn tiéng, nhung bo dang nhur 1 khong tan thanh,

C6 nghi hodic ngng dau nhin anh, 4nh mét anh rét ky la, gidng nhur . . .c6 mdt strc hip dan khién nguroi khéc khong thé khéng cur, nhin thing vao ddy
long co.

“Em...” C6 cat tiéng, nhung khong biét minh mudn ndi g, “Un. . .ngii ngon. ..”

“Ngi ngon. ..”” Anh kh& ndi, xoay nguoi hudéng vé phong minh.

Nhung mdi di hai bude, anh bdng nhién quay ngudi lai, mot tay bét By vai ¢o, bt dau hon co mdt cach thd bao.
Cb ciiing hon tra anh, neic di d4u vai bi anh ndm hoi dau, nhung c6 van hon tra anh.

Anh déy cira phong ¢ ra, 6mcd di vao, ding strc déng cira lai, rdi ddy c6 1én twong tiép tuc hon manh bao, cho dén khi co khong thd duge ma theo
ban ning day anh ra.

Ca phong chi nghe duogc tiéng thor dbc ctia hai nguroi, Thé Phan cam théy hai mé minh néng kén, ton thén clmg ngéc khong thé nhiic nhich, trong long o
rat s¢ hi nhung ciing mang theo mot chit khat vong,

Ho nhin nhau, khong aindi gi, nhur Ia mudn nhin ra gi d6 tir trong 4nh it ciia ddi phwrong, nhung trong dau i khoang trdng khong thé dé nén, hoan toan
trong rong trigt dé.

Bong nhién, anh cti d4u, nhe nhang hén co, ding mot loai diu dang ma ngay cd anh cting khong tudng tuong ra duoc, tira nhu ¢6 1 nguoi duy nhit déng
dé anh 16 ra mot nt diu dang ¢ tan sdu ddy long minh. Anhom]ay ¢0, theo ban néng c6ira moc cai 40 ngue sau lung cd, sau d6 run ray vudt ve by
lung ¢, xuong quai xanh cta ¢d, bau ngue ctia ¢6, anh ¢6 thé cam nhin duoc ¢6 bdng nhién cimg ngfic, nhung anh van khong dimg tay, ¢6 I&. . khong
thé dimg tay.

Anh 6mc6 dat c6 én girong, anh nam lén nguoi ¢d, hon tran co, mit ¢, cam ¢d, vai ¢d, con ¢ noi man camkia. Anh nghe dugc c6 goi tén anh, vi thé
anh ndm Iy hai canh tay c6 dang s¢ hdi ma day anh ra, anh ngdi ddy nhin thang co.

“Anh muén em. ..”
Cb ciiing nhin anh, trong mit c6 tia sang khac thurong, trong ¢ vé bi roi.

Cb trAm méic thit 1Ay, khién anh bat gidc s hii, anh nghi ring ¢6 & tir chdi, nhung bat ngd. . .c6 mim mdi, mang theo nu cudi ngrong nging, gat dau voi
anh.

“Poi, d6i....bung khong?” Tir sém Vién T6 Van da nghira rat nhidu 10i & ndi voi Thé Phan khi 6 thirc diy, nhung lic ¢6 mo mit mi mo nhin anh, anh
lai ngdly ngoc, chi nghi ra dugc cau nay.



“...Khong, khong doi bung” Khubn mat ¢ do kén Xau hé, vira It ra dng sau vira kéo chin bao boc minh, nhung bdng nhién, ¢ cam thiy trong tim
cua minh nhur 13 bien mat, sau d6 ca nguoi ngd trén niit dat.

Vién T6 Van nhin sac niit d6 bumg cua ¢, dau tién anh ngo ngac, sau d6 curdi ha ha, rdi viron tay kéo ¢6 1én, dimg chan boc lay co thé cua anh va o,
anh van vé cam cd néi: “Co doikhiem...”

o
“ .. That su rt ngéc.”

Chiéu nay ngdi trén xe buyt dudng dai trd vé, Vién T6 Van vira nhdm mt lai ién ngn gi ngii git, Thé Phan kho hiéu nhin anh: “Anh rat budn ngi sao?”
“Um,” anh dong dy chan, nhim it n6i, “Téi hom qua ca dém khong ngu...”

“Tai sao...” Thé Phan d6 niit hoi, boi vi méic di ngiy hom qua kim cho dén khuya. . .nhung chinh ¢6 da ngi thing dén 11 gio méi day.

Anh md mdt mét nhin ¢6, sau do tién lai gan thip giong n6i: “Boi vi anh sg e anh dang ngi em s& chay mit ...”

“Tai sao em phai chay nt...”

“Trén tivi khong phéi déu dién nhu thé ur, déng cira it dén, sang sém hom sau chi con lai nam chinh. . .”” Néi xong, anh nham n¥ét lai ngi tiép.

“_..” Thé Phan khong khoi bat déc di suy nghi, anh rét cude i loai ngudi gi day?

Sau khi t6i bén xe‘rc*)i, anh khéing khiing muén dua c6 vé nha, vi thé ho ngdi trén xe buyt cong cong hau nhur khéng c6 mdt bong ngudi, trén con dudng
chong chanh ho déu suy nghi tim sy ctia riéng minh.

“Chirng ndo thi em xuét phat?”” Anh hoi.

“A...cubi tudn nay.”

“Um,” anh vuron tay, ndm tay 6, bdng nhién trong 1ong 6 ndi budn miinh liét, “C6 thé dimg di hay khong. ..”
“Thir tu tuAn sau 14 sinh nhat anh. ..”

“Sinh nhit anh khong phai vao Thang sau u?”” C6 kinh ngac hoi.

“Ky that 1a Thang chin, ba me anh vi d8 anh di hoc sémmdt chit nén da sira lai.”

Cb nhin anh, bong nhién n6i: “Hoa ra anh nhé hon em. . .em trai...”

Anh ciling nhin c6, bi bd dang cua ¢6 choc cuoi: “V& sau khong dugc noi tir nay trurdc mat con trai.”
“Tir nd0?” Co biét 15 van hoi.

“Emn6i di” Anh trimg mét, ndm tay c6 chét hon.

“O trude mat anh ciing khong duoc n6i sao?” C6 khong so chét hoi.

Nhung chiing biét tai sao, anh thich nhin b dang quét cuong ciia ¢6: “Ngoaianh ra...”

“0...” C6 ngira da i, “Em trai.”

Vién T Van gin tai mét, cti ddu mudn hon ¢d, nhung bi ¢6 né trénh.

“Anh yén tim di, thtr tu tun sau em s& tir dai duong xa x6i bén kia goi dién thoai cho anh, s& khong tang qua sinh nhat, boi vi Thang sau da tang 1oL
Co6 cuoi di dom.

“Khong duge,” anh mang theo giong diéu nhdng nhéo, “Sau nay em déu phai ting qua cho anh vao Thang sau va Thang chin.”
“Anh tham lam qua di.”

“Khdng tang cling duoc,” anh dm ¢d ndi, “Thi ding em dénbu...”



“Khong mubn, em nhin thiy c4i dau vang hoe ctia anh thi cam thiy tirc gidn roi.”

“Tai sa0?” Anh to vé bat mén.

“Chi la rét ttre gian!”

C6 lambo khong hai long quay dau qua chd khéc, nhung nu cudi noi khde miéng lai khong thé x6a di.

Téi thir bay, Thé Van vé nha, voi vang chay vé& phong minh, khong phat hién Thé Phan dang cam stp d4u me ndu king I& theo vao.

The Vén ngdi trurde ban hoc, that can than Jy ra mot phong thur, phong thur mau vang nhat boc lay gidy viét thur miu vang nhat, trén d6 chi co may chir
Vén tit, nhung ban tay Thé Van cam gidy lai nhur B dang run rdy.

“Oh...” Thé Phin vin lang I& trdn phia sau em gai nhin khong duoc thét Ien, “Pay la cua Thach Thy Thin

Nhung con chura n6i xong thi d& bi Thé Van che miéng lai, ¢6 trimg to méit nhin em gai, khong khoi cudi rd lén.

Thé Van tha ¢6 ra, déng cira phong lai, khong dugc tw nhién néi: “Chj nho giong chit.”

Thé Phén cAm Ky birc thur ctia Thach Thy Thén, ding giong diéu la Iing doc len: “'Ihé Van: t& c6 mdt van dé ludn giir & trong long van chura héi cau,
chinh : c6 phai c4u luén coi t6 a ngwoi anh em khong? Néu cau hoi t6 mot céu gidng nhur vay, cau tra 1i ctia t& . . khong 6. Bat dAu tir ndmop 11,
da khong con nhur thé. Cho nén xin cau hily suy nghi nghiém tiic vé van dé ctia td, sau d6 noi cho 6 biét dap an, dugc chir? Té van s& cho.”

“Tra lai cho em...” Thé Van mudn gianh lai birc thur trong tay chi iy lan, nhung déu khong thanh cong,

“Wow...” Thé Phin doc thur xong thi tra lai em gai, “Anh ching mot séch ndy thinh thoang ciing ndi rat thing nhi. . .”

“Ai can chi lo!” Thé Van bdi rdi gip thur lai, can than b6 lai vao trong phong thur.

“Emdinh trd 161 anh ta thé nao?”

“_..” Thé Van ngo ngic cin mdi, nhin ¢b, bdng nhién néi, “Ching ta c6 thé. . .dimg hoan ddi khong?”
“Ha?!”

“Em....em cam xtic bay gios hoi r6i loan, khong mudn di...”

Thé Phén nhiu iy, ndm cénh tay em gdi ni: “Nhung trude d6 khong phai da ban xong xubi rdi sao, ciu ciing da xin nghi phép roi. Chuyén nay va cam
xtc ¢6 lién quan gi chir. . .1a vi Thach Thy Than ha?”

Thé Van chan chir gt dau, khong néi nira.
“Em thich anh ta?”

“Em...”

o

“Emnghi. . .co & la thich...”

“Nhung tai sao em khong tré 10i chic chéin?” Thé Phén ndy ra ¥ nghi, ding giong di¢u ira phinh n6i, “Chimg t6 em con chua xéc dinh tim ¥ ciia minh,
chi cam thay day 1a mdt co hdi rat tot.”

‘“?77

‘Néu 1di trong hai tuan em khong gip mit anh ta, c6 & ——akhong, la chéc chiin—— emc6 thé hiéu rd tim y ciia chinh minh. Néu emnh¢ anh ta,
dieu d6 chirng mmh em c6 tinh cdm véi anh ta; néu khong phai thi chimg t6 rang em chi xem anh ta 13 mdt ngudi ban than ma théi. .. Emhi€u y chi
khong?”

Thé Van nhin ¢4, nhur hiéu nhu khong git du, nhung anh mét van con do dur.

Thé Phan mim mdi, ndm bé vai em gai, ndi: “Tin chi di, chi s& khQng lra em du, doi hai tuAn sau em tr6 vé, tt ca déu i ciu V6ng sau con mua ——a,
khong ding, 1a chan tuéng rd rang ciling khong phai, ndi thé nao nhi, tdmlai 1a ¢6 lgi cho em!”

Vi thé cudi ciing em gai van cudi khd ddng v, Thé Phan ciiing cudi, nhung nu cudi ciia ¢6 rit ngot ngio, sw ngot ngio mang theo hanh phiic.

Liic sdp ngi1 ¢ nhan dugc tin nhdn do Vién T6 Van giri toi.



“21:33: 21 ngay mdt em phai di roi...”

“21: 34: 10 trm, anh dirng nhé em, em cling s€ khong nhé anh dau

“21:34: 55 ai thémnhd em!”

“21:35: 12 vAy em tit méy ngi ddy.”

“21:35:30 dimg ma...”

Thé Phan ndm sip trén giudng, mim cudi trdng tuwong vé mit cta anh Kic nay, nhét dinh 1 tich tu buc boi nhung khong ddm néi gi nhi?
“21:36: 45 sao khong goi dién cho em? Guri tin nhin mét chét.”

“21:37: 12 goi dién ndi khong chirng ba me anh s€ nghe dugc.”

21:38: 58 anh dinh néi ra céi gi ma khéngthé débonho nghe duoc sao? Hihi...”
“21:39:34 ... da em lai ngira rdi phai khong?”

“21:40: 22 em tit may ngii day.”

“21:40: 45 dimg ma...”

C6 chiu dung khong cho minh cudi ra tiéng, tré ngudi ndm ngira mit lén.

“21:41: 11 anh mudn ndi gi thé?”

Anh trAm niic rat Ay, ¢6 & 1. . .do du rét Jau rodi moi tra 1oi

“21:45:08 anh nhd em...”

Thé Phan ngo ngéc nhin ba chit ngin gon trén méan hinh di dong, khong biét tai sao, trong long ¢, trong dau cd, ngoai anh ra thi khong chira dugc thir gi
khac.

“21: 46: 24 mmmmbo~"’

Pay 1 mdt biéu twong cam xtc gin ddy rat phd bién trén mang, ¢6 s mé minh, c6 hoi néng, Nhung Vién T6 Van cach mot lat moi tra 1oi.
“21:47:45 cainay lay gi?”

“21:48:01 ...... 1a hon do, nha qué!”

“21:48: 55 vay thi em hon [a duoc 101, anh con tudng Ia mot loai khi cong. ..”

“21:49: 40 em phai tat may di ngi.”

Anh khdng ngan can c0 nita, chi noi.

21:50: 15 ngay mai anh té1 timem. Ngti ngon, mmimbo~

10.2

Edit: Sam

Trura hom sau, Thé Phan chos dudi JAu siéu thi I6n gin nha, tir xa c6 da nhin thiy mot c4i dau vang hoe choi mit di t6i, khuyén tai miu bac trén 16 tai trdi
cta anh loe ra tia sang cao ngao dudi anh mit tréi—— c6 mim cuoi suy nghi, d6 chinh la an twong dau tién cua c6 veé anh, cao ngao ma diem tinh,
duong nhu khong dé dang tiep can.

Nhung sau khi thye sur hiu biét anh, ¢6 lai cam thiy hoan toan khong nhur vay. Anh thudng throng t6 vé lanh nhat béi vi anh khong gioi bicu dat chinh
minh, thai d§ ngao man 1a boi anh ngai ngling c6i md 1ong minh trude mét ngudi khdng quen biet.

Ky thit anh. . .chi |a mdt cau bé to xac khong dugc tyr nhién nhung lai dang yéu ma thoi.
“Em doi bao lau r6i?” Anh dép tit diéu thudc ném vao trong thing rac, sau d6 cam chai mrdc khoang trong tay ubng tmg we miy ngum

“Khong 1au im.” C6 ¢6 gan choc gidn anh trong tin nhén, nhung khi anh dimg trude it minh thi ¢6 lai cti dau khong dam nhin anh.



“Em dang xiu hd g ha...” Anh cudi nim cdm cd, dé ¢6 nging du nhin minh.

“Khong c6...” Thé Phin vd vao tay Vién Té Van, khong duoc tw nhién mim moi.
“Nay,” anh n6i, “Ngay mai em phai di rdi....”

“Khi nao thi tré v&?”

“hai tuAn nita. . .”” C nhan nhin tim tinh nhay nhét sung sudng, gia v budn ba lira anh.
“...Launhu vay.”

“Um...”

“Khong thé vé sémmdt chit sa0?” Am thanh ctia anh nghe ra c6 chit rau i

“Khong duoc, d hen v6i cau & My i, qua do6 trude hai ngy choi, rdi bay t1 trurong tu hop véi nhitng ban hoc khac, tht ca déu sip xép xong xudi.”
hai Thang trude d6i voi cd ma ndi day Ia chuyén may man, gio' pht nay lai giong nhu viée it vat thong thuong,

“Puoc rdi, hom nay danem dén modt chd choi”
‘“)7‘)

Anh dat tay c6, mim cudi néi: “Em di thi biét.”
13 2

Thé Phén ngdi trong rap chiéu phim t&i om, 6m chét bong ngd trong tay, ¢6 khén trrong nhim nét lai hoa ra, cai goi i “chd choi di thi biét”, chinh

14 rap chiéu phim chiéu phim kinh di.

Bdng nhién, anh dit dau c6 1én vai minh, thip giong ndi: “Choi vui khong?”

.. .Gat nguoil” C6 vili it trén vai anh, khong d4m nhin mén anh lon.

Anh khé& cudi, ¢ khong nhin thiy séc mit ctia anh, nhung c6 biét anh rat vui vé, nhu i thuc hién thanh cong trd dia dai.
Xem phim xong, anh dua c¢6 di an com, 1 mdt nha hing rat dwoc sinh vién wa chudng, do in khong dat, hoan canh lai tot.

Anh chon rugu 6 ga mili tréi cdy ma ¢ thich nhat, B vi dao mat ong tron 1an voi du tay, c6 rat mudn cAm ca chai udng vao miéng, nhung anh khong
cho, ché nhu vay khong phai thuc nit, the 1a c6 chi danh cam ong huit, méc du thé c6 van khong giau duge nu cudi trén mit.

C6 khéu ra bong céi xanh trong dia com ga Bd Pao Nha, t6 vé ding tinh hop 1y ndi: “Em an cai ndy s& di tmg.”
Anh khong néi nhiéu Iy bong ci xanh an ngay.

An xong, anh ndm tay ¢6, dira c6 vé& nha. Liic sip dén cira tiéu khu, ¢6 so hing x6m hodc i me nhin thy, gidly dua muén rit tay v&, nhung lai b anh
nam chit, lam theé nao ciing khong budng,

“Nay,” anh bdng nhién md miéng, “Chiing ta. . .quen biét bao lu r6i?”
o

“Pirng n6i em khdng nhé chir?”” Anh trirng co.

“S4u, bay nam thi phai, bat dau tir hdi cao trung. ..”

‘ﬁm ..”” Anh khdng nhin ¢0, sfc mit hoi mét tu nhién ma so mii, “Mc di chi chinh thire & bén nhau méi hai, ba Thang thdi, nhung ching ta cling da
biét nhau mdt thoi gian dai...”

[T 1]

“Iéra..lera...”

s



“Lé ra anh mudn cho sinh nhét 1n nay. . .dua em vé nha gip ba me anh...”

“Ha...” Thé Phan kinh ngac, khudn nit bét gidc d6 len.

“Um....” Anh vénh mbi, “Ngay hom qua sau khi gri tin nhéin cho em, anh da nghi, hay 1 n6i véi ba me...”

“...Chuyén ctia ching ta?”’

“U,” anh git dAu, “Anh v6n khong mudn néi ra nhanh nhur vAy, boi vi t6i sinh nht anh em ciing khong 6 tai Throng Hai. ..

[T3E 1]

“Nhung anh khong nhin dugc da néi vdi ba me, bon ho cling noi mudn gap mat em, cho nén...” Anh d¢ dat nhin ¢6, hdi, “Cho sau khi em tro vé, theo
anh vé nha. ..gap mit bon ho. . .duoc khong?”

Péu co that sy ctii xudng rét thap, nhung van khd khang gat dau.
Vién T6 Van nd ny cudi, ¢6 ngéng dau, trong thiy gwrong mit cudi ngily ngd clia anh dudi ndng chidu, ¢6 bt gidc ciing cuoi theo.

Budi t0i, hai chi em déng cira phong thu xép do dac clia Thé Phén, lic trude khi dé xuét viée hoan doi, Thé Phan chi a khong mudn di Mg, nhung khong
chiu tir bo co hoi hiem thay nay, thé nhung khi nhin thdy em gai thay minh di chuyén nay, c6 lai khong khoi lo lang cho em gai.

“Thudc da day! Thudc da day mang theo chura?!” C6 cudng quyt nhay dung Ién di luc loi.
Thé Van lai khong dé tam dén sur hoang loan ctia ¢6: “Chi da bo vao tii kép trong va ly tir sém.”

“0...” C6 ngdi xubng tiép tuc thu xép hanh ly, “Diing rdi, em c6 ndi véi Thach Thu Than tam thdi khong gip mit khong? Bimg doi dén khi em di rdi,
anh ta t6i im chi. ..”

Thé Van ngo ngic dimg dong téc trong tay: “Em da ndi voi anh Ay, chés sau khi chi em tir M§ tr6 v& thi s& tra 1o anh 4y, trude d6 bon em dimg gip
I]IBLL”

“Anh ta khong hoi tai sao u?”

Thé Van [ic dau: “C6 & anh ay nghii rang em mudn thurong hrong vé6i chi rdi méi ni.”

“Nhung ma. .. chi néi xem, anh 4y c6 thé nira dudng bo cude khong, hodc 13 tuéng ring em dang dia gion anh 4y?”

“0...” Thé Phan cudi hi hi nhéo mit em gai, “Nhanh nhur viy d dau long cho anh ta r6i?”

“Chi dirng n6i bira!” Thé Vén vd vio tay ¢6, xép quin 4o va sach v& gon gang trong va ly hanh Iy,

Thu xep hanh ly xong, hai chi em bt dau trao dbi quan 40, hdi bé hai ¢6 ciing thuong hay choi trd nay, !morc khi ngi hoan d6i than phan, doi t6i hom sau
lai d6i tré v&. Song, tudi tc ting dan, “trd choi” ndy dbi voi cac ¢d da tré nén nhat nhéo, cac ¢6 luén ¢b ging am cho bé ngoai ciia minh thoat nhin khac
biét ddi phurong, nhung khi hai ngudi dimg song song trude guong, lai cam thiy hai con ngudi ctia minh & bén trong, i hai con ngudi ¢6 tinh cach hoan
toan khac nhau.

Bit dau tir thi so trung, boi vi khong hoc cing I6p, con nguoi va sy vat mi hai co tiép xtic dan dan tich ra 1o rang, nhung budi tdi trude khi ngh hai co
déu thudng hay tan giu vé chuyén ctia nhau, d6i véi cac ¢6 d6 1 su trao d6i khong co muc dich, chi B mudn biét dbi phirong da Jlam nhimg g, gip g5
ngudi ndo, da xay ra chuyén gi. C6 18, hai c6 coi dbi phurong nhur B mdt con ngudi khéc ciia minh, mang theo tur trdng ndi véi ddi phurong dong thoi
ciing 14 néi voi chinh minh.

Thay xong quan 40, Thé Phin m cira vé phong ngi ctia Thé Van, trurde khi di co bdng nhién quay dau, khe cudi ndi: ““Chi’, di choi vui vé nhé.”

Sang sém hom sau, Thé Phan mo to miit, hit sdu mot hoi, thay quan 40 ctia Thé Van, séc nt binh than roi khoi phong, ¢b vira 3n sang vira nhin em gai
I riu v6i me phan nan va ly qua nho, nhén lic me khong dé y, hai chi em kn nhay mét v6i nhau, nu cuoi tai khoe miéng gibng y nhur diic.

Khi xe taxi chay ra dwong ngoai, Thé Phan mdi phét hign day long minh ¢ cam gidc lru luyén khong roi chang thé n6i rd, 6 nhé t6i budi tdi no em géi
t0 vé& khé xtr ndi “Em khong muon di’, lai nghi dén 16i n6i ctia minh, c6 chot cam thay minh c6 chit xdo tra.

Ky that ca hai déu biét, em gai chiic chén thich Thach Thy Thén, ciing gidng nhur chi vi ngudi minh thich ma khéng mubn roi khoi, c6 nén 0 rang tim
trang ctia em gai. Nhung c6 lai khong cho em gai bat ctr co hdi lua chon ndo, ma dua em gai di trén hanh trinh minh khong mudn di.

Nihi dén déy, c6 khong khoi nhin em gi bén canh, ¢6 gin nhu mudn n6i: hay 1 chi di nhé, em & lai di.

Nhung ma, em gii ciing quay dau nhin ¢6, sau d6 mim mdi, 1o ra mdt nu cudi binh than, giéng nh dang n6i: dimg lo Fing, em s& nhanh chéng trd vé.



Vi thé ¢6 mim cudi nhe nthdm, nhu B mdt hon da to rdt cude lang I& roixuéng,

C6 doi khi, s0 v6i Thé Van ¢6 théy minh ich ky hon. Boi vi c6 Juon c6 dii logi chuyén néin ni em gi di im, mi em gai lai chua bao gio cu xin ¢6 im gl
Luong Kien Phi ndi, gitta bat ky anh chi em nao cling ludn ¢6 sur ton tai cta riéng minh, ¢6 1& ¢6 va The Van s& vinh vien ding phuong thirc nhu vy tiep
tuc chung song vdi nhau, cho dén khi tich ra, khong ai cé 161 voi ai, khong ai chiém loi ctia ai, d6 chi 1a cach song chung cua hai ¢d ma thoi.

Vi thé ¢6 thoai méi, ¢6 thich phurong thirc ndy, cd thich ctr nhu vAy ma & cing Thé Vén, khong c6 gi that sur c6 khéa ning tach hai c6 ra.

Sau khi giri tit ca hanhly, “Thé Van” im king dimg tai chd, “Thé Phan” liu riu ndi khong ngimg véi me, 1ot cude dén thoi gian vao cira, “Thé Phan”
biét moi ngudi, roi di vao cira khau.

Bdng nhién em gai quay dau lai, mim cuoi vay tay, miéng giéng nhu dang noi: tam biét, tam biét. ..

“Thé Van” ciing vay tay, trong long thAm n6i tam biét, trong chdc 1t, trai timc6 c6 cam giac la thuong, hon nita, ¢6 biét nguoi dimg cach cira kinh bén
kia cling c6 cam giac nhur c6. Nhung cd khong bict do 1a cai gi, khdng ai biét, hai c6 ctr tam biét vi nhau, 161 tam biét sau xa.

Sau nay, mdi khi nhé lai canh twong ndy, ¢ ludn hoang hét, hinh nhur tai khoanh khiic 4y, s6 phn cta hai nguoi da dinh trude. Néu c6 thé cho ¢6 tro vé
qua khir, ¢d hy vong trd lai khoanh khac kia, trd thanh nguroi von nén bien mat. . .

C6 va me di ra khoi san bay, ngdi taxi, trén dudng vé nha, c6 dan dan thoat khoi vé u sau ban ndy, tam tinh bit dau nhay nhét.

Co glau mot cai hop dudi giuong, bén trong d6 1a qua sinh nhét ma c6 mudn tang Vién T6 Van. C6 mudn cho anh sur bét [ ngd trong ngaty sinh nhat, mjt
sur bét ( g0 rat 1om, ¢6 tham chi da nghi xong 1am thé 130 lira anh n6i minh dang ¢ dai dwong bén kia, sau d6 mim cuoi xuat hién trurdc mét anh. Anh nhat
dinh rét kinh ngac, c6 & s& tréng rét ngd ngan, chdp miit ching biét co nén tin hay khong,

C6 nhin cudi ra tiéng, in qua on lai trén girong, 4nh néng bén ngoai tot Bim, chi vi tim tinh ctia ¢ rat tht.

Cling lic d9, tai mot cira hiéu cét toc thoi thurong, Vién T6 Van ngéi trén ghé da, chér tho cét toc dén. Tho cit toc B mdt anh chang mip map nhudém toc
xanh tham, anh ta chao Vién T6 Van, nhai keo cao su ndi: “Thé ndo muon cat nita a, khong phai tuan trude vira cat roi sao?”

“Khong cét, B nhuém toc, nhudm trd vé miu sic ban dau ctia to1.”
“Ha? Tai sao, mau nay dep ma...”
Vién T6 Vén binh than cuoi cudi, néi: “Hét cach rdi, ban gai khong thich.”

hai nghy sau tai Thuong Hai, moi ngwoi vén sinh hoat binh thurong, ddi voi hai nguoi tré tudi tai thanh phd niy ma ndi, ndi nhé nhung n nhau tya nhu
mot ly nude am, Iing 1€ dat dudi ddy long, chi can hoi lay ddng, c6 thé tran lan moi mdt ngdc ngach.

Trude khingd, “Thé Van” dang & trude gwong thir di thir lai glﬂéc Vay vira moi mua, tréng tuong ve mit cta Vién T6 Van khi nhin thdy ¢6, ¢6 nhin
khong duoc ma cudi rd kn. Trong gurong, ¢6 14 ¢6 gii tran day hanh phic, duong nhur ¢6 thé nhin thay chinh minh khong bao lau sau, méc b 4o cudi
mau trang, khoat tay ngudi minh yéu, di trén tam tham do.

Lic do, khudn mit bon ho khong con ve ngdy tho nita, chi co ¢b chap va khing dinh ddi voi twong lai. C6 con nhin thiy mdt ¢o gii glong y nhur 9,
dimg trén cling trude dam dong, cudi vay tay véi ¢, vi thé ¢b tung bé hoa cudi, tao thanh dudng cong xinh dep trén khong trung, 16i dimg trong tay co
gaikia.

C6 déng cira tit dén, nam trén girong, trong bong dém ngay ca ban thén ¢6 ciing cam nhan dwoc ny cudi trén nit minh,

Ping xa ¢6 xe chay qua, tia sang tring roi vao trin nha t6i om, ¢6 nhim mit, Iong tran dAy vui sudng chd mong ngiy hém sau dén.

Nhung ma, tét ca t6t dep va hy vong trong clng mdt ngy. . .da bi pha tan.

Muoi hai gio dém, “Thé VAn” bj tiéng chudng dién thoai choi tai danh thire trong ban dém finh ling, khi c6 mo ¥t ra, con chura hoan toan tinh téo, ¢d s&
soang tim dong hd bao thirc nho trén tu dau girdng, nhung lim the nao cling khong tim thay. Qua vai gidy, ¢ sye nhé minh dang ¢ trong phong em gii,
vi the c0 tré nguoi, quyet dinh khong thém nghi nita hién tai [a may gio.
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C6 nghe duoc tiéng budc chin thong tha ctia me vang én, sau d6 chubng dién thoai khong kéu nita, c6 nghe me n6i cau “A 167, ¢6 tuong nguoi nao do
20i 16n 56, hodc 1 dién thoai gay 16i, ¢6 tudng ring me s& clp may, néu gip phéi ngudi day dua khong 16, ¢ 18 ba s& méng thang thirng,

Nhung It iy, me khong ndi gi, thim chi e 6 budn byc kéo chéin én che mit, lai chéing 6 chiit 4m thanh ndo, thét giong nhur. . tiéng chudng dién
thoai kia chang qua 1a 4o giac ctia co.

Qua that lau, ¢6 khong nhé 1 bao 1au, ¢6 chi nghe me nhe nhang ndi mdt chir “Ha. ..”, sau d6 hinh nhr ¢6 tiéng cai gi rét xudng, khién o lp tirc ngdi
day.

Co bSng nhién ¢6 du cam x4, vo cung xAu, thAm chi ho Iﬁp cling tré nén hon loan.



C6 mo cira phong, bude chén lao dao chay t6i phong khach, ¢6 nhin thay me cam dng nghe dién thoai ngi ngdi xubng dét, trong bong dém, ¢d khong
thiy 13 séc mit ctia ba, nhung 6 biét khudn it me roi ddy mrdc mit.

“Sao thé a...” Co hoang s¢ hoi.
“Cau con...” Me nghen ngo, ndi khong ra Ioi.

Trong 1ong c6 hit hoang, trdng ring cau xay ra chuyén gi, ¢6 voi vang gianh iy dién thoai “A 16” miy tiéng, nhung dau day bén kia lai truyén dén am
thanh cua cau.

“Chi 0i? Chi 0i?” Gipng Thuong Hai ctia cau hoi hon loan va khong hru loat.

Co mudn th(”%t ra “Chéu | Thé Phan, chuyén gi a?”, nhung trong phut chbc, ma xui quy khién c6 nhin nhin, nhung trong 1ong bdng nhién chot lanh, lanh
dén ndi co gan nhur néi khong ra 1i: “La chau. ..”

“Thé Van?!” Am thanh & dau day bén kia rt lo Eing,

C6 nghe duoc tiéng khoc ciia em ho mdi sinh, mo nho giong dd danh, 4m thanh ciing run ry.

“Thé Van...” Cau nghen ngo, “Thé Phén c6 & da xay ra chuyén. . .hémnay ki mdt ngay tai hoa...”

Trai tim ¢6 Mp e ngimg dép, c6 khong biét cai gi i ngiy tai hoa, 6 chi biét “Thé Phan”...da xay ra chuyén.

“Budi sang ciu vira dua con bé dén Newark, sau khi tr& vé& chot nghe trong tivi dura tin n6i Trung tm Thurong mai Thé gii ciia New York bj méy bay

dénh bom, sau do....” Cém xiic ctia cgu rét kich dong, nhu | khong n6i dugc, cach thét Fu moi noi, “Tin tite noi ring, mdt chiéc miy bay tir Newark
cat canh di California da roi xuong Pennsylvania. . . Cau voi vang kiém tra chuyén bay so may. .. chinh [a chuyén bay cta Thé Phan...”

(T3]

C6 khong thbt nén 104, thoi gian ngimg lai, thé gioi ding im, trude it o Van xudt hién 6 gai nhén duoc bo hoa cudi do ¢6 tung Ién, ny cudi cua ¢6 gai
ngot ngio nhur vy, dén ndi. . .bét cir ai nhin thiy ciing s& hy vong 6 gai iy 6 thé sdng hanh phiic.

Thé nhung, . .c6 nghe dugc trong 1dng minh ¢6 mdt am thanh ndi: 6 gai dy khong thé doi dén ngay do. ..

Ong nghe dién thoai tir “trong tay c0 rot xubng, ¢b nhin thiy 4nh dén ctia chiéc xe & dang xa chiéu Ién trdn nha, nd vn nén c6 anh sang miu tring, nhung
¢6 khong nhin thiy, ching thiy gi hét.

C6 nhidm i, ngd xudng dét, chi nghe dwoc me yéu ot goi tén cd, sau d6 co mit di y thirc.

Khi ¢ tinh lai, trude mit B mdt mang mau xam, ¢ gitta con kém theo mau vang loang 16 d6 a miu sic trin nha cla phong bénh tai bénh vién.
C6 1am c6 hong minh phét ra chiit am thanh, p tirc c6 ngudi di qua nhin ¢o.

La Tir Mic, sic mit khong tot Eim, nhung trong mt lai 16e ra mdt tia vui sudng,

“Cau. . tinh rdi. . .” Am thanh von chét phéc ciia Ttr Mic nghe ra rét vui mimg,

“Thé...” C6 mudn thit ra “Thé Van”, nhung boi vi ¢ hong kho khdc nén co ding lai, “Sao rdi?”

Tia sang trén mét Tir Mic bong nhién am dam, ling ta ling ting nhd giong n6i: “Chi cu. . e ring. ..”

C6 md miéng, mudn khoe hodc 1 ho to, nhung am thé nio ciing khong thé phét ra tiéng.

C6 chi c6 thé am thAm hét 1én trong long, nhung tiéng thét d6 tran ngap dau dc ¢b, so véi thit sur hét 1én thi cang khién ¢o phét dién.

“Thé Van...muon uong nude khong?” Tk Mac cam ly trén ban dura t6i miéng c6, can than dut ¢6 uong, “Cau da hon mé miy ngay 101, me cau. . .rat sot
rudt, vira lam thu tuc, wira phdi téi cham soc cau...”

“May ngay? Thi tuc?. ..”” C6 nudt nurde xubng cb hong, ngo ngac nhin Tir Mic.
“Um, ba me cau sép di My.. Jam chit chuyén. . .co lién quan dén. .. Thé Phan...” T Mic nhin ¢b, khong biét nén ndira sao.
“A, cau c6 cam thdy khé chiu chd ndo khong? Néu co t6 Iap tire di goi bac singay...”

C6 ngo ngac lic dau. Co cam thiy trai tim dau Fim, nhu 1 bi nguoi ta de 1én khong tho ndi, ngay ca e ho hip ciing thiy dau; dau 6¢ ¢6 trong rng,



nhung tiém thirc khong ngimg hién lén dii loai hinh dnh, c6 khong phfn biét 0 rang céi nao la that, caindo la gia, thim chi...co khong phan biét chinh
minh bay gitr B chan that, hay B moi thir déu chi B mdt gihc mbng?

C6 nhiim mit lai, cAu nguyén trong long, ¢6 thé doi dén khi co m miit lan nira, mit troi tir ngodi cira s6 dang dang lén, thoi tiét vén oi bt khién nguoi ta
buc boi, cudc dién thoai trong dém kia chi 1a canh trong mo, ma em gai da bién mat trong mo lai diu dang mim cudi voi ¢ lan nita hay khong. . .

“Thé Van,” Tir Mic bdng nhién ding mdt loai giong diéu diu dang ma trure nay chura timg ¢6 n6i, “That sy 1 tot qué...”

“...” Co chdmrai quay du, nhin Tir Mic, nhu 1 con chua thé tix trong mo quay vé hién thue.

“Té bit, t& khong nén nghi vay. . .nhu vay s& rat ¢6 161 v6i Thé Phan. .. Nhung ma, cau khong c6 viée gi tht s I t6t qué, that sy tot am. .. Tir Mic thi
thao, trong nit ngén 18, nhung ny cudi trén neit mang theo chit vui swéng, mot loai vui swéng dbi voi ngudi con sdng.

C6 nhdm mit, vin ndm do, trong dAu hién ra khudn mit ma co quen thudc, nhung c6 khdng phan biét 16 rang. . .do6 1t cude 1 ¢o, hay Ia Thé Van?

Co6 tré nén U'ﬁm lang, moi ngum, ba me, than thich, bap be, ban }}QC, dé“;u cam théiy “Thé Van” cang trAm mic hon truede kia, bon ho biét nguyén do,
nhung danh bat he, chi cé thé dau long vi c6, mudn ¢6 vi, lai chang biét nén ndi tir dau.

MBi mdt ngudi dén trurde girong bénh hoi thim ¢6 déu nhu vay, déu khong ngoai k6.

Co ]an ot nghe duge du loai tin tire tir nhitng ngudi khac, chuyen bay kia sau khi cat canh khoi New Jersey chéng bao Jau thi bi khong tac, nghe noi la
muon damvao Nha Tréng hozc i Lau nam Géc, nhung cudi ciing roi xudng vimg ndng thdn tai Pennsylvania, moi ngudi trén méy bay déu chét, khong ai
may mén thoat khoi. Cai tén “Vién Thé Phan” rd ring in trén danh sach mé cong ty hang khong dura ra, & trén tivi, internet déu phat tin. Ba me nhanh
chéng lam xong thi tuc di My, ngiy mt s& xudt phét, me khong yén tim vé ¢6, nhung c6 chi ngo ngac lic dau, ching néi gi ca.

Mbi ngdy Tir Mac déu dén tham co, lamban vdi ¢6, mic du nhiéu lic ¢6 chi ]ang Jang chim d&m trong suy nghi cua minh, khong phét hién xung quanh
thay d6i. C6 khong co bénh, c6 hiéu rit 10, €0 I& me cling biét, bac si ciing biét. ..moi | ngU0i d&u biét! Co chi 1 khong mubn, ciing khong con strc hre tré
vé dbi mit voi can nha kia, cin phong trong khong kia. . .clng véi s thit déng so khién ngudi ta tuyét vong,

Mot dém trude khi me di, me mang dén bénh vién tat ca hanh Iy phéi xéch di ngay hom sau, ndi mubn & cling c6 mdt dém, sau d6 dén thing san bay. Co
gt d4u, nhin tran nha, 6 y khong nhin thiy me king & roi mrdc mit.

Nira dém ¢ tinh lai, bong dén trén hanh lang xuyén qua cira kinh chiéu vao khuon niit me dang ngi, ¢6 siing so nhin khu6n it kia, tai nhot ma wu sau.
Diing vdy, trong mdt dém, ba mét di mdt dira con gii, dira kia thi. . lai khién nguoi ta phai lo Eing, bat luin 13 ai gap dugc chuyén nhu vay déu sé sup do
thoi. .. Nhung me khong c6, lic binh thurong ¢ khong nhin thiy sy kién cudng ciia ba, nhung 1n nay ba Iy ra tat ca diing khi, kién dinh am nhing
chuyén ba nén lam

Cb roi nurée mit, miy ngiy qua, Jan dAu tién ¢6 roi nurde miat, d6 khong phai la nuée n‘at ctia mdt minh c6, ma 1 ctia c6 va em gai Vi tht ca moi
ngudi yéu thurong hai ¢d, vi tt ca moi ngudi boi vay ma dau khd, vi tat ca moi ngudi ¢ vii ¢d trd nén kién cudng, vi ba me, vi ban bé. .. ciing 1 vi chinh
céc ¢o.

Trong long ¢6 duong nhur ¢6 gi d6 bét dAu chuyén dong, mdt y nghi trong dau, ¥ nghil hoang duong lai khién ¢ khong thé giai thoét ban than, giéng nhur
dai duong dién cudng gao thét ap vé phia co.

C6 gan nhur mudn khoc to, nhung ¢6 nhin xudng, nhim it lai, thity triéu dém t5i dan dan Fing xudng, trong long ¢b yén tinh. . .14 loai yén tinh bao phit
trong bong t6i vo han vo bién.

Ngay hom sau, trurde khi me di c6 da 16 ra mot nu cuoi binh than, d6 1a nu curdi thude vé& Thé Van. Me nhin ¢d v&i vé phtre tap, 1ot cude ba ciling yén
tAm cuoi tam biét ¢o.

Budi chidu lic Tir Mic dén, ¢6 nhd Tir Mic mang méy quyén séch toi, Tir Mic vui vé dong v, trén khudn mit khong gioi dn ndi kia lai xuat hién tia sang
hanh phiic.

C6 van khong néi nhiéu Fim, nhung ¢6 khéng trdm niic nita, ¢d chio hoi mdi mot ngudi dén thiam co, sau do 16 ra nu cudi nhat kho mi nhén ra sy thay
doi, c6 hy vong ny curdi ndy khién ngurdi ta cam thay nhe nhdm.

Ti nay, mdt nguoi ¢ khong ngd t6i bdng nhién xudt hién trude girdng bénh ctia ¢d, anh ta lo Fing nhin c6, trong it dudng nhur ¢6 gi d6 Bp 1oe.

“Vién Thé Van. ..” Thach Thy Than vung vé dit hoa twroi trén til dau girong ctia c6, khong c6 lo hoa, anh ta ciing chéng biét nén cim & dau, boi vi tim
tu ctia anh ta khong dét trén bo hoa.

“_..”” C6 nhin anh ta, ngo ngén ndi khong ra 1oi.
“Cau khoe khong. ..” Anh ta nhiu may, nhin c6 k¥ cang,
C5 voi vang xoay miit qua khong nhin anh ta, trong long lai dang run rdy, su run rdy khong thé kiém ché dugc.

“Té da nghe ndi chuyén ctia chi cau, t6 ciing rét budn, nhung ma. . .6 cang lo king cho cau hon...”



“..” C6 cin mdi, so minh bat cn s& hét am lén.

“Thi T&r Mac ndi, sang nay me cau di 101, cho nén t& mudn. . .dén tham cau. ..”

“Vién Thé Van?”

“Um...” C6 Ien tiéng, nhung khong biét nén tra o1 anh ta thé ndo.

Thach Thy Than nhin ¢4, nhin c6 thét Ay, bdng nhién anh ta vuron tay diu dang so ddu c6: “Néu cu dau khé thi co thé muron bo vai cia to...”
N6i xong, anh ta di dén mép girong, nhe nhang dat dau c6 1én vai minh.

Tgong nhay {Iﬁ‘g trong dﬁy c0 thoang hién rAt nhidu hinh anh, Thé VAn run run dgc thu tQ tinh, Thé VAn e then n6i minh thich Thach Thu Than, Thé Van
bat dic di dong y hoan d6i véi co, Thé Van tai san bay dudng nhur trong sau thim da biét c6 chuyén gi mi khong ngimg vay tay vai co. ..

C6 khéc Ién, nurdc mét nhu nurde dé v bo, ¢ khoc thanh tiéng, do 1 am thanh ctia dau long, thong khd, hdi han, bt déc di C6 twa trén vai anh ta,
bong nhién nhé 61 mdt ngurdi, mot nguoi cling tirng dét co trén vai ctia minh. . .

Nhung 1 néi ctia Thach Thy Thin lai ddy ¢6 vé phia sau tham ctia tuyét vong ——

“Thé Van, cau biét khong, c6 I& t¢ khong nén noi thé nay, nhung t6 thit sy cam thiy rat wui...”

“T6 vui mimg biét bao, ngudi roi khoi khong phéi i cau, ma 14 chi cau, néu khong 1 ching biét hanh tinh nay nén chuyén dong tiép thé ndo nira...”
C6 van nh6 13, ngity minh xut vién, mura bay It phét trén bau trdi, moi thir déu B miu xam

Me mang v& mit cai hop, ndi d6 1 “Thé Phan”, c6 chi im king nhin thoang qua, rdi quay dAu sang chd khac.

Mot ngdy no, tai mot noi ndo d6 trong thénh phd ny, moi nguwdi chuan bj mjt nghi I€ cho “Thé Phan”, nghi I tir biét. Co cam thy nghi ngg, dén 0t cing
moi ngudi phai ding cach thire theé nao dé vinh vien ndi chia tay voi “Theé Phan™?

Me dua b vé nha, sau d6 bao c6 & nha dimg di ra ngoai, nhung ¢d van kn di, trén & mot goc khong ai nhin thiy.

Tét c& moi nguoi déu dang khoc, ¢6 ciing khéc, trurde mét | mt ménh mo ho, hoan toan khong phan bigt ai i ai. C6 nhin thiy rit nhidu ban bé, ban
hoc va thay c6, tat ca moi ngudi déu dau buon. Luong Kién Phi khoe dén mire gan nhur ngat di, Tri Thicu Vil vira lau nur6e mat vira an i ¢6. Tir Mac
cting lang lang roi nurée mit, ¢6 dimg chung voi Hang Tur va Thach Thu Than, mic di ho timg no6i “Rat vui nguoi chét la Thé Phan”, nhung trong long ho
van ¢6 bi theong. .. Nhung ho lai khong bict, trong cai hop ling I ndm do. . .chinh la Thé Van. C6 the hay khong, & siu trong long c6 hy vong ho bict
duoc, cho du chi la mdt 16i goi y cho ho Ia duoc 16i. ..

Bdng nhién nude niit cd ngung ty, ngay ca nhip tim ciing bién mét, ¢ cam thiy minh nhur mét hon, 6 ndi xung dong khong thé kiém ché ma muén chay
qua, muon nhao vao trong long ngudi kia, ndi hét tat ca voianh. ..

Nhung 6 khong c6, ¢b chi im king dimg d6, hai chan nhur 14 cim ré trén méit dAt, im sao ciing khong dong day.

Bong dang ctia Vién T6 Van da thay d6i, tré nén gin nhur ¢6 khong nhén ra. Budc chan anh hoi ko dao, bo vai sup xudng, dau ciing cii rit thip, khong
con I3 chang trai hiing hai kia con nita, mai toc cua anh. . .vay ma lai bien thanh mau den.

Anh ling & di dén trude tAm anh tring den dit & chinh giira, anh ding chén nhin that Au, nhu B dang n6i gi d6 v6i tim anh, sau d6 anh di dén trude it
e, khom lung thit sau, sau d6 xoay nguoi bo di.

Khoénh khiic anh xoay ngudi, ¢6 nhin théy biéu tinh trén it anh, dnh méit nhur  khong 6 tiéu cu, roi thiing xudng dét, mic di khong roi &, nhung hai
mt lai 6 ngau khién nguoi ta dau long, sac mit anh rat kém, hinh nhur 1au roi chwa chop mat, rau moc day cam nhung anh ching dé y chit ndo... C6
nhin anh, khong nd chop miat mdt céi, tir trén khuon mit anh ¢6 doc duge mdt bidu tinh, so voi dau khd cang khien ngudi ta phat dién hon —— dé
chinh I3 tuyét vong,

Anh di 16i, di that xa. C6 khong dudi theo, ciing khong doi theo bong g ctia anh nita.

T6i nay, ¢4 nhin minh trong guong, bSng nhién cam thiy hoi xa la. Nhung c6 ciing rdt vui, niém vui mang theo chua x6t va kién cudng, boi vi ¢d biét, tir
nay vé sau, cO that sy trd thanh “Thé Van”.

Hét Chuong 10
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Chuong 11: Thang Ba - Ciru chudc

[ Tuong Bach Liét: “Toi mudn ndi véi ¢ 1, t6i mudn thiy con nguoi chin tht nhét ciia ¢6, khong phéi i “Thé Van’ kiém nén trong co thé “Thé Phan’,
cting khong phai la “The Phin’ kiém nén tai mdt noi goi 14 linh hon ctia “The Van® —— khong phai, khong phai | ¢4 nhur vy, ma a mt ¢6 gai nhinra
hanh vi sai am cta minh, vi thé muon thay doi ¢0 hicu khong? C6 khong the thay thé bat ctr ngudi ndo.”

Vién Thé Van: “Sy tht 1. . ti phat hién ‘Thé Phan’ & trong ky trc cva ho Vvan con sbng tét dep nhur vay, ma “Thé Van® lai roi khoi témmit clia moi
ngudi, gin nhur bi quén ling, D6 khong phai la diéu t6i mudn. .. C6 nhe  nhang lau nurde mét, binh than n6i, “Toi cudp di sinh ménh ctia em 4y, két qua
con cudp di hoai niém ctia moi ngudi vé emdy. . Vi thé sau khl gip Kién Phi ngy d6, t6i tur hoi long minh, rét cudc t6i lam thé c6 dung khong? Day
that 1a Ciru chude sao? Cai goi la Ctru chudc ndy 1ot cudc la ciru Thé Vén, hay 14 ctru ban than t61?”

Vién T6 Van: “Di voi anh ma ndi, em chura bao gior i gidy gdi keo, ma 3 mdt vién keo. . .ngde nghéch, mudn dimg gidy gdi keo dé che gidu ban thin ma
thoi””)

11.1
Edit: Sam

Rét nhidu nim vé sau, khi cd ngdi trong phong khim méu tréng nga tran day binh than ciia Tuong Bach Ligt, ¢ bdng nhién c6 4o giac, duong nhur minh
da nam mo, mot giac mo phire tap khong biét lam sao.

Trong tay ¢0 Ia lon bia, nhung ¢ khong udng, boi vi co khéng mudn 11 noi tiép theo ctia minh s& do udng say hodc 1 dudi sy anh hudng ciia con ma
khién cho than chi khong tinh tdo. C6 khdng muon the, ¢d hy vong thé gidi ndy tinh tao, the thi ban thin ¢d. . .cling tinh tio theo ching?

“Bac si,” day 1a Jan thir hai co goi anh ta nhu vay, “Toi ¢6 16i mudn ndi véi anh. . .hodic ndi ding ra 1a thing thin véi anh. ..”
“* Tuéng Bach Liét im ra tur thé “mo”, hinh nhw cham chii Eing nghe.
“T6i khong phai...” C6 dimg mot chit, iy diing khi n6i, “T6i khong phéi Thé Van, thyc ra, t6i 1 Thé Phan...”

C6 nghil réing Tuéng Béch Ligt s& kinh ngac, hoang mang, phén n hofic 1 kho s0... Nhung anh ta khong c6, khong c6 gi c4, chi |a ngo ngéc nhin ¢ vai
gidy, sau do 16 ra ny cuoi hiéu chuyén.
“A.. .cha trach. ..d6 chinh 13 tai sao thit ca voi bi nhét trong Hop ca moi.”

‘Anh...”” C6 kinh ngac, khong biét nén yén tim hay 1 mit mat.

Tuong Bach Liét nhe nhang dit xubng cdy but trong tay, an vao nit ghi &m, sau d6 hai tay dan vao nhau twa nguoi trén lung ghe gidng nhur 1an du tién
gip mat, anh ta cho c¢d mdt nu cuoi khich 1&: “Moi ¢b ndi tiép, 6i s& Eing nghe tit ca nhimg gi 6 mudn ndi voi toi, hily ndi ra hét di.”

C6 cuoi khd, hinh nhu nhét thoi khong biét nén tiép tuc ra sao. C6 tram miic that lu rdi méi ndi: “Toi chinh B ngudi chi von phai sang My am sinh vién
trao doi, nhung. . .bdi vi mdt nguyén nhan nao 6 ——

?” Anh ta khong chut khéch khi ma ngfit i ¢6.

C6 nam trén ghé da, nhin anh ta, khong n6i nén 1oi.
Tudng Bach Liét nhin vai: “C6 da quyét dinh ndi ra thi hdly n6i rd ngon ngudn, khong cin gidu diém gi hét —— duoc chir?”
C6 chan chir, rét cude gat dau.

“Anh n6i dting,” ¢ ngudc miit lén, nhin trin nha mau tring ngd, bong nhién cam thy moi thir t5t dep va bi thwong nhur 1 cach may thé ky, “So véiem
gai, t6i Ia mdt cd gai boc dong, vo cling tiry hirng. . .tham chi con, rat ich ky...”

“...” Anh ta mim mdi, khéng nhin ra rt cude anh ta dang suy nghi gi.

“Toi néin ni em gi thay t6i di M, I boi vi t6i mudn & bén ngudi t0i yéu, mudn clng anh Ay mimg sinh nhat, mubn cho anh &y mot sur bét ngo....thé thoi.”
C06 nhé t6i Vién To Van khi ay, nhé t6i mai toc ngan vang hoe ctia anh, khuyén tai 1ong lanh, con ¢é nu cuoi tai khde miéng nhur c6 nhur khong, nhung da
cachrat xa, v cling xa xam. ...

“Em gai ¢b da ddng y?”” Am thanh Tuong Bach Liét rat diu dang, twa nhur 161 boc bach trong mdng



“Plng vay, emaydadongy . C6 nhé t6i khudn mét don thudn ciia em gii, b gangnhlnnuorc mét, “Mic du hoang mang, méc du khong tinh nguyén,
mic d ciing mudn & lai v6i ngudi con trai ma em Ay thich—— nhung em Ay van dong y —— vi dé 61 vui vé... A, t6i nghif chi | vi khién t6i vui vé.”

...” Anh ta hé miéng mudn ndi gi 6, nhung lai thdi, hinh nhur dang kién nhn ché doi.

“Sau do chuyén dang so kia xay ra...” Co cén moi khong n6i thém gi nita, ¢4 s¢'mot khi m& miéng thi minh s& khoc Ién, camxiic bi ¢6 de nén that sau
rat nhidu ndm gio phiit ndy tir trong mot goc chui ra, ngAm vao mdi mdt vét thurong chura khoi hin, khién ¢ dau dén.

Tuodng Bach Liét dung én, di dén bén carh ¢, nhe nhang namba vai co, diu dang néi: “Diing cammdt chitt, hiy léy ra diing khi cua co, ¢ 1a mdt co gii
kién cuong, t6i s€ giip co, duge khong?”

Loi n6i ctia anh ta tira nhur trén mit bién den ngdm c6 mdt con thuyén nho tir xa di toi, miic dinhd bé, nhung lai khién c6 nhin thdy mot tia hy vong &
trong tuyét vong vo han vo bién.

“Xin 184, xin 181, xin 18i....” Co cin mdi, lap dilap lai, cd khong phan biét 10 rang Ia mudn ndi véi Tudng Bach Liét, hay 1a voi nhitng ngudi yéu thuong em
gai ¢0 I§, con c6 nhitng nguoi yéu thurong cd.

“Néu ¢6 mubn khoc thi hdly khoc ra, hodc i ¢ khong mubn minh roi 16 thé thi ciing dugc, ¢6 hdy diing cam kién nhin,” anh ta nhin c6, “Nhung t6i mudn
16i v6i ¢6 1, 16 mudn thiy con ngudi chan tht nhat ctia 6, khong phai la “Thé Van® kiém nén trong co thé “Thé Phan’, ciing khong phai 1 “Thé Phan’
kiém nén tai mdt noi goi i linh hon ctia “Thé Van® khong phai, khong phai 1 c6 nhur vy, ma 3 mdt ¢6 gai nhén ra hanh vi sai lim ciia minh, vi thé
mu6n thay doi ¢6 hiéu khong??”

Nude mit ¢d nén rdt cude chay xudng, cd nghe dugc tiéng nirc nd ctia minh, nhung lai bt gidc mim curoi voi ngudi dan éng trude mt.
C6 suy nghi, biéu tinh trén mét minh gid phut ndy nhét dinh rét ky quéi, vira cudi vira khoc, rdt cude 1 vui suéng hay 1 bi thwong? Hodc k. . .c6 ca hai?
“Puoe 1di...” C6 ndi durt quang, “Toi s& thir. . amnhur vay...”

“Tét, hay de 61 nhin thiy con nguoi kia ctia ¢6, quen biét ¢6 1an nita.” Nu cudi ctia Tudng Bach Liét van diu dang nhur véy, ¢6 & trong d6 ciing chira
dung sur ¢6 vii, khién cho moi ngudi nhin thiy ny cudi ndy déu sinh ra hy vong trong long.

Anh ta vd vai ¢d, sau d6 xoay ngudi trd vé chd ngdi ctia minh, hai tay dan vao nhau, Eing ling ché doi.

Cb lau mrdc mit trén mit, diéu chinh cam xiic ctia minh mot chit, rdi méi noi: “Anh biét khong, t6i chura timg nghif t6i, ¢ mdt ngay minh & ddy n6i nhitng
101 ndy véi anh. . .didu d6 dbi voi toi dudng nhur B mdt gidc mong,”

“Mong?... Y ¢6 ndi i sy that hodc i vé nhitng nam trude kia?”

Cb nghi nghii, nhe giong néi: “C6 I ¢4 hai, tat ca nhitng niim Thang t6i coi minh 1 Thé Vén, véi toi mé néi déu nhur 1 gidc mong.”
“La mong dep hay 1a ac mong?”

C6 cudi amdam, sdc mit c6 phn hu vo md mit: “Anh hy vong t6i tra 10i thé ndo. ..”

“T6i hy vong c6 dua ra cau tra 1oi chan that.”

T3]

«_. Khong phai mong dep, ciing ching phai 4c mong, ma B mdt gide mdng khién t6i khong thé tinh lai.”
“Chéing I& chura timg ¢6 ai phat hién sa0?”

“Toi khong biét.... Ban dAu toi khong hé ¢b tinh dong vai em dy, hofic I noi, t0i sor hai, qua thit khong biét nén lim nhing @i, t6i chi dém chim trong thé
gi6i ciia minh, khong giai thich ti | ai véi bt ky ngwoi ndo.”

(T3]

“Nhung khi t6i 16t cudc ha quyét tim tros thanh “Thé Van’, ti bt dau cam thiy so hai, khong dam gap ai ca. Toi chang biét 6 nguoi chit y hay khong. .
nhung t6i cting khdng cho ho nhi€u co hdi dé phat giac.”

“A...” Anh ta bimng tinh hiéu ra, “D6 14 Iy o tai sao ¢6 sang Anh tAm ndm tro.”

Cb gat dau: “Toi mudn yén tinh, chuyén tdm tr6 thanh Thé Van, thay em 4y song s6t, thay em dy truong thanh, nhung tit ca nhitng nguoi quen biét em iy
doi véi toi [a mot tré ngai. Vi the t6i voi va roi di...”



“Vigc d6 phai ly diing khi rt Ion nhi?”
‘K?”
“Virt bo con ngurdi ban dau, sdng nhur mdt nguoi khéc.” Anh ta mim mbi, nhur 13 khong xac dinh ni thé nay c6 tn thirong ¢ hay khong,

C6 khong tra 101 ngay, m im king chdc lat, rdi n6i: “Biing vay, anh néi ding. .. Nhung ddi v6i t6i n6 ciing khong can diing khi qué 1on, m |3 mdt
chuyén. . .phdi lam.”

“Puong nhién ngay ca ban than toi cling ly lam kinh haii,” ¢6 16t cude udng mdt ngum bia, “Khi ngdi trudc guong, nhin thay khu6n mét minh trong do,

t01 hy vong biét bao do khong phai la t01, ma | Thé Van. Cé mdt khoanh khéic, t6i coi minh 2 ma quy, 1 linh hon, chi king 1§ quan sat nhung khong thé
thay d6i bat cir diéu gi trén thé gidi nay.”

“Vithe c6 muon trd thanh c6 ay sao?”

“Ding vy...c6 & |a vay....” CO cam thdy tréi tim minh bat dau binh inh trd lai, tim nim r6i ddy | in dau tién n6 binh inh. D6 chinh | ddp én cua co,
bién thanh nguoi khac 1a dap an sao?

Tudng Béch Ligt hé miéng mudn hoi tiép, nhung b 6 ngit 1oi. C6 bict, khong phai vy, d6 chi & mdt phan cia dép an, nhung ma trdi tim con ngudi
khong c6 cach nao dung mdt b phan kia d€ gidi thich, cuoi ciing ¢6 da c6 diing khi, loai diing khi ma Tudng Bach Liét da noi.

“Nhung c6 I8, con bdi vi tht ca nhimg nguoi yéu thuong The Vén, ho d&u vui mimg, hanh phiic vi ‘em 4y’ van con song a, ky that, t6i mudn nbi

rang ti khong kién curong nhur anh nghi du, ngwoc lai t6i rat yéu dudi hén nhat khong dam ndi sur thit voi moi nguoi, so ho thét vong, trach moc,
ciing so ban thin minh ay ndy héi han.”

«_..” Tudng Bach Liét nhin c6, séc nit hién Ién vé simg sot.
“T6i hiéu 15 chinh minh, d6 mdi a con ngwdi chin thit, khong chi ci md, hoat bat, lac quan, ddng thoi ciing tiry himg, ich ky, yéu dubi”

Sau khi n6i xong, ¢ bong nhién cam théy nhin thiu déy long minh, khong phéi nhur trit bo génh ning mé i nhin théu, n6 khong mang di dau kho ciing
chang mang dén hanh phc.

“Cé mdt diém anh néi dung, t6i chinh 1a mdt c6 bé da lam sai chuyén lai lghéng chiu thtra nhan voi ngudi khéc va chinh minh, t6i lya chon thay Thé Van
song sot, t6i nghi d6 1a sy Curu chudc, t6i cho 1a vdy. . .nhung t6i da sai 16i...”” C6 nghen ngao khong ndi tiep nita.

“C6 khong thé thay thé bt cir ngudi ndo.” Am thanh Tudng Bach Liét van diu dang, giong diéu ciing khing dinh.
“Pling vdy.. .dang vay. . .toi sai 101, tu t6i cho 1 Ctru chudce, tra gia, thit ra nd chi la mdt loai tiry hitng va ich ky khac thoi.”

“Anh tirng hoi toi, 16t cudc tai sao quyét dinh tré v& noi ny.”

“La bai vi gap ban hoc cii cia chi xin 16i, 14 ctia ¢6 phai khong?”’
C6 gat dau: “Ngudi nén xin 16i phai 1 ti, t6i d n6i ddi voi anh.”

“Y ¢6 a viee gip lai ban hoc cii.”

“Khong, gap duoc Kién Phi la that. . nhung toi timg ndi voi anh, 1 boi vi sau khi gip ¢6 Ay t6i moi nhd lai moi thir i tr vé

“Sy thit . . t6i phat hién “Thé Phan’ & trong ky trc cua ho Vvan con séng tdt dep nhur vay, ma “Thé Van’ lai roi khoi tﬁmm;lt clia moi ngudi, gin nhur b
quén lng. D6 khong phai la didu t6i mudn. .. C6 nhe nhang lau nuée mit, binh than néi, “Toi cudp di sinh ménh cia em 4y, két qua con cudp di hoai
niém clia moi ngudi vé em dy. . Vi thé sau khl &ip Kién Phi ngy d6, i tur hoi ong minh, rt cude t6i lam thé c6 dung khong? Pay that a Ctru chude
sao? Cai goi la Cru chude nay 1t cude 1 ctru Thé Van, hay Ia ctru ban than t6i?”

‘...”” Anh ta nhin c6, khong néi gi, c6 I& khong ndi nén loi.

“Toi khong hiéu, nhitng vén d& nay déu tra tn t6i mbi ngdy. ..”

“Vi thé ¢6 tro lai, tht ra 1 mudn tim dép 4n?”

“.. Pling viy,” co git dau, “Ding vay.”



“Thé thi c6 da tim duoc chira?” Anh ta nhin anh mét ¢6, dic biét nghiém tic hoi.

“C6 IB...” C6 git dau lién tuc, méic cho murde mét chay xubng khong ngimg.

“Con c6 mot chuyén. . .t6i khong ndi véi anh.” C6 nhin lon bia trén ban, suy nghi nén n6i thé ndo.

Tuong Bach Liét tram niic mot lic, bdng nhién néi: “Co gip mdt nguoi dan ong phai khong”

“...”” C6 hoang hdt ngang dau, c6 hong hinh nhur bi nghen, khong thé thot ra 4m thanh.

Anh ta mim cuoi: ‘Pugc 101, t6i A mdt ngwdi rit nhay cam. . .hon nita ¢6 chut sau sic. Ky that toi luon cam ﬂ]éy ¢6 ¢6 chuyén gidu to6i —— 1 gidu diém
¢6 hiéu khong, chang phai mdt sy kién nao d6 hay mot ca nhin nao d6 khong dang nhéc t6i, ma la khong d¢ cp t6i. Hon nira tryc gidc cta toi néi cho
t61 biet, d6 1a chuyén vé mdt nguoi dan dng, hom nay sau khi nghe ¢6 ndi nhitng dicu nay, t61 doan rang. . .chinh la ngudi dan 6ng kia phai khong?”’

.. . Toi nghi t6i khong thira nhan ciing khong duoc rdi.”” Co cudi kho.

Anh ta nhin ¢6, vé miit on hoa, nhung khong noi gi, hai ngurdi déu tram mic, giéng nhur khong ai biét nén tiép tuc thé ndo, cho dén khi anh ta nhin dong
ho trén trong, néi: “That c6 101, hdm nay t6i con cd hen voi ngudi khac, thit ra sau khi nghe ¢6 n6i xong doan md dau t6i von dinh &m tham gri tin nhén
hily bo cude hen ndy, nhung bay gior t6i lai thay doi chia y.”

‘0’?73

“Bmv1ha1 ching ta déu cﬁnﬂlb‘{gian dé suynghi Hoém nay c6 co dﬁngkln' chay to‘1 chd t0i, t6i that su rat vui, vui nirng tr trong thﬁrr}tém dola mf)t su
thay doi rat Ion, nhung t6i nghil rang chiing ta can suy nghiky cang, nhat 1 t0i, chi king nghe thoi cling khong phai la s gitip d& 1on nhat cho ¢6, vi the t6i
nghi rang hom nay chiing ta tot nhat nén dung tai dy, cudi tuan roi tiep tuc.”

“..Puoc.”

C6 dimg Ién chinh lai 40 khoac va tiii xéch, ban tay hrét qua lon bia trén ban, ¢6 c¢6 ndi xung dong mudn udng mot hoi can sach, nhung cudi cing ¢d van
din long

C5 bdng nhién khong phan biét 16 rang ngudi ndo moi 1 minh chan that, i ngudi mudn ubng mot hoi can sach, hay 1 nguoi ra strc nhn nhin kia?
“Thét ra,” ban tay Tuong Bach Liét dang viét trén s6 khung lai, “Toi von mudn hoi cé mot cau cudi cling.”

“»* C6 nhin anh ta, anh mét nhu I hoc sinh tiéu hoc moi vira hoc mdn toan.

“Chinh 1. . ]z diéu g thic ddy c6 t6i dy ngay hom nay, n6i cho toi biét tat ca.”

“Nhung t6i nghil bay gio c6 khong can tra 1i, t6i da c6 thé doan dugc rdi.”

C6 cudi than nhién, méc di nu cudi hoi chua xot, nhung khong che gidu gi ca.

C6 tam biét anh ta, xoay ngudi mubn di, nhung bong nhién suc nhé gi d6 ma quay dau lai, néi: “Béc si Tudng, anh biét khong, trude khi ti day, toi timg
lo ling tirong tuong ra phan tmg clia anh, t6i nghi rang anh s& bi toi doa gidt minh, nhung ma. ..”

(«?7‘)
“Cudi clng nguoi bi git minh nguoc lai i t6i”
“Thét vy sao?”” Anh ta bat cuoi hoi

“Um, cho dii ndi thé ndo ciing cam on anh. ..” Anh méit ¢6 1an d4u tién binh than, “Cam on anh khong coi t6i nhu 13 mdt quéi vat', dii ring ban than toi
¢ khi cling s€ nghi ngd chinh minh, nhung ma van camon anh...”

Anh ta cudi tuoi e dau, gidng nhu dang néi “Khéng can cam on’”,

Cb xoay nguoi di tdi cira, viron tay cAm ndm cira, sau hrng truyén dén 4m thanh binh finh lai chan thanh ctia Tuéng Bach Liét.
“Thé Phan!”

“_..”” C6 ngo ngac nhin ban tay minh, khong biét c6 nén dép lai khong,

“T6i ¢6 thé goi co nhur vay khong?”



C6 xoay ngwdi nhin anh ta, tira nhur Jin d4u gip niit, anh ta cao giong nhd ¢6 hoi thim “Thé Phan”.

C6 chan chir mt chit, sau d6 kh& gt dau.

Anh ta ciing gt dAu, diu dang ndi: “Xin chao, Vién Thé Phan, t6i a Tudng Bach Liét.”

Mo cira phong, nhin thay can phong tran ddy u am va trong trai, Thé Phan hoi hoang hét. Ba tudn trurde, ¢ van & trong mong, gidc mong chan thit nhur
vy, tuong rang s& cir thé ca doi ciing khong tinh lai. Nhung hién tai, ¢6 ngdi trén sofa, trd vé con ngudi thue s, ngwoc lai ¢ cam thdy moi thir déu tro

nén hir 40 —— it nhét, c6 con chira quen voi tén ctia minh.

Turdng Bach Liét ndi, khong can hoi lai k diéu gi thic dy 6 ndi ra tat ca. Nhung ¢ nghi, ¢6 & “tén dau s6” kia khong ngo réng anh ¢6 strc dnh hudng
to 16n nhu thé d6i voi co, néu khong c6 da im lang mai mii.

C06 cam di dong, tim danh ba dién thoai, tai vi trf du tién c6 mdt daly sb, ¢ biét d6 1a sb cua ai, khong phéi c6 ¢6 tinh khong hru lai, trén thyc t€ co da
hu lai, tir 1an dau tién anh goi thi c6 da uu lai. . .nhung ma phan tén ho lai chira trong, vi thé moi lan anh goi téi déu chi 1 mdt day so, day so xep dau tién
trong danh ba dién thoai.

Ngon tay ¢b chan chir, cu()1 cting van khong 4n nit xudng, Mot tin nhin giri qua, ¢6 voi mo ra, nhung thit vong phat hién cai dau tién B quang co, vi thé
¢6 an niit xda bo hinh anh kp l6e trén man hinh, sau do6 tin nhin tiép theo di chuyén lén trén, ¢6 ngo' ngac nhin tin nhén kia, 1 Thach Thy Than gri qua,
ciing chi c6 vai chit: trude tét am lich t& d& dén New York, moi viéc déu on, dirng nhd.

C6 dimg day di t6i ti lanh Ay nudc khoang, ¢ biét day 1 théi quen khong tot, da day s& khong chiu nbi, nhung c6 van I di ndi dau sép dén ma huong
thy khoai cam trong chdc 1t —— boi vi ¢ & chi vao lic nay c6 moi cam thdy moi thir trd nén chan that.

Khi c6 ct cai chai trd lai, v tinh nhin thy thit hun khoi dat & mt goc, d6 1 thit hun khoi ciia ba tuin trrde.
C6 ngin ngo dimg trude 1 lanh, nhé t6i 18 tinh nhin hom d6, c6 khong khoi thin the. ..

D6 1a mdt budi tdi, cling co mura phin nhu démhém nay, ddng hd chay tich tic trén tuong, ¢d nhin anh, trong long lp di lap lai cAu n6i mi anh da thdt
ra vai giy trude: “Nhung tai sao em mudn fira gat chinh minh, em tht sy ¢6 thé lira gat ban thin em sao. .. Thé Phan?”

C6 mubn phan béc, phan bac tir diu dén cuéi, mubn hét lén phﬁn nd duéi anh di, 6t nhat |y hing h6 dong sém ctra lai, rdi ho to “Sau nay dimg dé ti
thay anh nifa!” —— nhu vy anh s& bién miét chang, vinh vién bién mat trude mit ¢6? Nhu thé nhirng ngly SAp 161, khong con ngudi dan ong co tinh tinh
xau xa quay rdy c6 ngay dém, khong con nguoi dan ong nhur vy, khién c6 khong tw chi duoc mudn t6i gan, thay doi, truy tim mot gide mong von khong
nén thudc v co..

Thé nhung, ¢ lai nghe dugc am thanh ctia minh, binh tinh ma lanh nhat néi:

“Anh. . .biét duge khinao?”

Anh nhin ¢6, tyra nhur nhin mdt ngudi da 1u khong gip: “Néu anh n6i voi em, 1a lic anh nghe dugc em hét ca khiic kia. .. Em c6 bét ngd khong?”

C6 cudikhd, nhe giong ndi: “A, em ciing nghi vay. ..”

“Liic anh di vao phong, anh chot cam thiy minh khong thé ho hap, trong dau dc chi cé mdt y nghi ¢d 4y 1 Thé Phan!”

“Anh rat mudn thuyét phuc chinh minh, d6 khong phai I em s 2 Vién Thé Van, nhung anh khong thé. . .hang dém mbi khi nham it lai, bén 16 tai anh
s€ vang 1én giong hat kia, con c6 khudn miit twoi curdi ciia em. . .veé tam nam trude.”

C6 quay dau di chd khac khong nhin anh, ¢ ging ndi véi minh tuyét ddi dimg roi nurée mét.

“Em biét khong, chinh anh ciing rat hoang hét, anh cho ring minh da quén em tir Au, it nhét anh rét ¢b ging dé quén di em, v cing ¢b ging. . .vurot qua
su tudng tuong ctia em.”

«..” C6 6m ly canh tay minh, khong thé kiém ché ma run ry.

“Khong ai biét anh Am g, anh ciing khong can duroc hiéu thong, Anh chi i wirt bo khuyén tai, khéng nhudm téc nita, khong di choi bong, khong tron
hoc, ciiing khong lién lac voi nhitng ngudi quen biét em. Ba néi véi anh, dwong nhur trong mot dém anh khong con 1 chang trai ngang budng, ma B mdt
ngudi dan 6ng, tram tinh nhung ¢6 doc, khién ngudi ta cam thy so hdi. Em nhét dinh khong ngo phai khong, lic em dang bién thanh mot ngudi khéc,
anh ciling trd thanh mdt ngudi khac...” Anh nhéch khoe miéng, ny cudi trén miat rat bat dic di

“Plng ndinita...”

“Anh cling tirng c6 ban gai, anh cam tlﬁ'}y céc ¢ Ay rat dang yéu, déu dang dé anh yéu, nhung cudi ctng ho fiéu 101 khéi anh. .. Cac cd éyﬂrét dau kho,
bdi vi lic ndo ciing vy, vao khoanh khic anh sap yéu ai thi anh chot nhé téi em, sau d6 anh khong thé tur kiém ché bién thanh mdt nguroi ton thuong



nguoi khac.”
“Pung. . .dtmg ndi nira. ..” Trude mat ¢d 1a mdt manh mo ho.

“Sau dém tu hop d6, anh bt dau nﬁt ngu ca dém, anh nhiéu lin h6i minh d6 c6 phai i em khong, nhung anh lai sg nhan dwoc dép an. Anh khong dam
suy nghi sau khi ddy lén hy vong 10 lai thit vong, né s& khién anh tré thanh bo dang gi nita, ¢6 1& i tuyét vong méi ni embiét khong, anh ding
thoi gian tam nam thir bién minh thanh mot ngudi khdc, mdt nguoi ching ¢6 chit lién quan dén em, nhung mi mot ca khiic, chi vi mdt ca khuc, anh lai bi
ha dudi cau than chi kia.”

[T 1]

“Anh da song nhimg ngay Thang kho khén khi day dura voi sy nghi hodc va so hai, cho dén c6 mdt ngay, anh cAm quyen sach trong tay, doc duoc mbt
cau nhur vAy: néu ton tai hoai nghi nao d6 trong trai tim, t6t nhat hily im rd, néu khong trong long nhur ¢6 mot bong ma, rat mudn dudi di, nhung Am thé
ndo ciing khong bo duoc, cudi cling roi vao dia nguc chi co chinh minh. Vi thé anh n6i v6i ban thin, hay thir mdt in di, néu em khong phéi thé thi anh s&
chét long”

Trong dau ¢6 xuét hién quyén sach do Hang Phong viét dt trén ti dAu girong ctia anh, nhét thoi ¢o thét than héa ra sy bt dau ctia moi thir chi

vimit ca khiic, cling voi mot quyén sach. ...
hai ngudi im king rat 1Ay, anh nhin ¢6, ¢6 nhin ngoai cira s6, khong ai ndi gi, duong nhur nhimg 10i vira rdi chi i mdt 4o giac.

Anh dén neon xa xa lap 16e nhitng séc miu dé da cam xanh Iyc xanh lam tim nhanh chéng, tura nhur duyén phan giita ngudi voi ngudi trén hanh tinh ¢6
don nay, nhin c6 vé 1on x0n, nhung trong sau xa n6 da cd quy luat cla riéng minh.

Khée miéng ¢6 hinh nhu kéo ra ny cudi nhu ¢6 nhu khong, d6 khong phai I ny cudi ctia “Thé Van”, ma 14 ciia chinh c6: “Cho nén anh Ién cho emn
mot mieng bong cai xanh u?”

“Em tirng ndi cho anh biét rét nhidu diém khac biét gitta em va Thé Van, vi du nhur tinh céch, s6 thich, d6i voi cing mbt thir s& sinh ra phéan tmg khac
nhau...”

“Nhin thiy b dang gidu diém vi di (g ctia em, anh nhéit dinh rét ngac nhién phai khong...” C6 cudi khd, ¢6 ¢6 thé thay d6i rt nhidu, nhung khong céch
n20 d6i dugc nhitng thir bam sinh, ¢6 nghil rang em gai la mit con ngwdi khéc ctia minh trén the gidi ndy, nhung cd sai r0i, gidng nhee Tuong Bach Ligt da
ndi, khong ai cé the thay the ai.

...”” Anh nhin ¢6, anh mit rat phirc tap.

“A...” Cb tiép tuc, “Con c6 ruou c6 ga mii trdi cdy...”

“C6 B, con o rit nhidu rat nhidu. ..”

“Nhung tai sao anh khong vach tran em, tai sao con muén kim b nhur khong ¢6 gi?”

“BGi vi,” trén mit anh an dau tién 19 ra bicu tinh bi throng, d6 k& bicu tinh ¢6 chira bao giv théy, ging nhu ngudi dan dng che giAu tréi tim minh trong
mot goc, thue ra cling yeu dudi, “Anh mudn tirng gidy tirng phut nhac nhd em sy ton tai clia anh...”

(13 2
“Trén the gidi nay, ngoai trir ba me ngudi thin ban be clia em, con c6 mdt nguroi. . .cling tirng bdi vi sy ra di cia em ma. . .cam thay tuyét vong, ..”

Nurde miit ¢6 rét cude chay xudng, miic dit Khudn méit vén mim cuoi, mic dit con duong ndy  chinh ¢ chon, nhung gior phit néy, khi 6 nhin théy dnh
it anh, c6 khong khoi dy ndy, tham chi héi han,

Trong long ¢6 kip di lap lai cAu n6i xin 161, xin 16i, xin 18i. . .nhung bude chén bét giédc di chuyén, ¢ nhin ra minh khong thé déi mét v6i anh niva, it nhét
démnay khong duoc.

CO mo cira ra, nghiéng ngurdi dimg bén canh, day khong phai k dudi anh, chi hy vong anh ¢6 the rdi di, tam thoi roi khoi nha ¢6, rdi khoi thé giéi va tam
miat cua cO.
Vién T6 Vén cham réii di dén ctra, anh khong nhin ¢6: “Néu ¢ mdt ngiy, em mudn gip anh thi hily di timanh. ..

... C6 khong tré 16i anh, ¢6 so mdt khi minh m6 miéng, thé giéi ndy s& thay doi.

Anh di ra ngoai, bdng nhién dimg budc, ding 4m thanh trim thip mi khan khan néi: “Con ¢ mot cau anh mubn n6i véi em...”



cays

“Dbi v6i anh ma ndi, em chura bao gid | gidy g6i keo,” anh dirng mdt chit, “Ma B mdt vién keo. . .ngde nghéch, mubn ding gidy gbi keo dé che gidu ban
than ma thoi.”

Tuén thir hai cua Thang ba, thoi tiét tai Thuong Hai bt dau chot nong chot lanh, Tir Mic n6i, rmy ndm gin day déu VA0 Xudn rét sém, nhung nhiét do lai
thét thuong, gibng nhur mot dira tré kho khan Jam moi thoat khoi swr gd bo clia ngudi Ion, vimg vay khoi cai 6m giam cAm, tuy nhién dra tré nhén ra ring
minh con chua chuén bj tdt dé chay di thé ndo.

Thé Phan cam théy Joai n du nay ctia Tir Mic rét thi vi, vO cling thi vi, thim chi c6 con cam thiy d6 khong gidng nhur 1i ctia Tir Miic, hay . . .co
khong that sy hi€u Tir Mac nhu trong tudng tuong ctia minh.

C0 xin cong ty nghi phép mt tudn, khong lam gi hét, chi lén mang, doc sach, hodc la cam ca phé nong ngan ngudi trude cira s, nhung phan 16n thoi
gian ¢6 ding dé thu don nhirng thing gidy van con chong chit & mot goc tir khi chuyén nha. Trén thue t& ban than ¢6 ciing khong biét bén trong chira g,
mot s [ tir Anh mang v&, conmit sb 1 do me gitp ¢ thu xép.

Liic sap xep do dac, thoi gian ludn trdi qua nhanh, gidng nhur ca budi chidu trdi qua trong nhay mét, ¢b suy nghi rat nhidu, nhung khi phuc hdi tinh than thi
dau 6c lai trong rdng,

Ngoai Vién T6 Van va Tuong Bach Liét ra, ¢6 khong ndi bi mét ctia minh cho bat cir ai hét, ¢6 khong biét phéi ndi sao, cting khong biét c6 nén ndi hay
khong, Néu n6i ra, moi | ngudl da VAt va trd vé cude song yén tinh s& vo tinh bi lim xAo tron, ndi dau dan dan phai nhat s& mudn xé tan day ong ma tuén
ra, khién ngudi ta run rdy so héi.

C6 khong du sang sudt va diing khi dé ddi mit voi tit ca, co can giip dd, cho dii 1 tir ngudi khéc hay I tir chinh minh.

11.2

Edit: Sam

Budi tdi Tir Miac va Hang Tu hen ¢ di an, gin day hai nguoi ndy ludn nhu hinh v6i bong, khién ¢ ¢6 chit budn burc. Bon ho dén nha hang hai san moi
mo cura & d6i dién khu chung cur, n6i 1 nha hang, thye ra gannhu 1 quan &n 1on, tai ctra A tAng tang 16p 16p hd c4 trong subt, bén trong ¢6 céc loai hai
san, ngdi vao chd xong, Hang Ty day himg tht di chon hai san, dé lai ¢6 va Tir Mic phu trach viée By nurde tra rira bo @b an.

“Diing réi,” ¢d ndi, “Cot mit sao réL vu col mit caundi Jan trude sau d6 thé nao?”

Tir Miic bt giac nhin Hang Tu ¢ ctra, ding strc lau céi chén trong tay: “A.. bit6ibo henrdi...”

“Me céu khong gian sao?”

Tir Miic cudi 16 1én, chét phéc git du: “Gian chir. . .miing t6, anh t6 con ca ba t6 ciing niing luon. ..”

Co ciing cudi, day Ia Tir Mic cho du choc gidn ba me ciing ¢6 thé binh finh d6i mat.

“Co ma,” giong diéu chat phac dimg mdt chut, “Cho di tirc gian thi van | me t& na.”

[T3E1]

‘Bane I thé, mic ké con c4i lim g, ciing 1 ngudi mudn bao dung. Cho nén, dimg nghi nhiéu qué, ctr n6i y nghi that su ctia minh cho ho biét 1 droc
1oi...”

Trén khuon mt tuoi cudi chit phac cta Tir Mac mang theo chut biéu tinh Bm niing, fira nhur mdt ¢b gii nho quét curong lai ngoan ngodin, miic di khong
the toai nguyén moi viéc, nhung trong long lai thang than vo tu.

Léng nghe cAu ndi nay ctia Ttr Mic, ¢ khong khoi nh t6i me minh, theo mot mirc d6 ndo d6 mé n6i, trong trén tai hoa dang so kia, me da mit di hai
nguroi con: mot dira roi khoi the gian, mdt dira thi tha hirong, C6 boc dong, vo ciing tiry hirng, nhung me chura tirg trach ¢, mdt cau cling khong cé. ..

Bita comndy c6 an ubng mi chéing yén long, udn bét gidc nhd t6i ngudi than ctia minh, ¢ chot ¢6 mdt ndi xung dong, chinh 1 dimg trude moi ngudi noi
ra tat cd, sau d6 ngi mot giac, tir ban dém dén sang som

“Thé Van? Thé Van?”

Am thanh Ttr Mic kéo ¢6 vé tir trong suy nghil ctia minh, ¢6 6n dinh tinh than, nhung khong biét c6 can dép lai hay khong,

C56 bdng nhién c6 mdt ¥ twong thé nay: c6 nén tra lai cho em gi. . .toan bd moi thir da bi ¢ cudp di.

“Nay!” Piéu thubc ctia Vién T6 Van sp chay hét, anh ding biéu tinh curdi nhu khong cudi noi, “Bi thoi, anh din em dén mot chd vui.”

“O d4u?” Thé Phan nira tin nira ngd nhin anh.



“Di rdi biét.” N6i xong anh viron ra ban tay thét to, dat ¢ trude mit co.
C6 chan chir, rét cude van viron tay ném Ky, nhur i khong bao gios muén téch ra.

Anh dua c6 dén mdt dinh ndi, nhin xudng thanh phd dud6i chan nii, noi d6 i mot chiée cau vong, mdi mot miu séic déu ndi Ién hanh phic bat tin. Co
nhin mdt bén mét anh, d6 13 khuon mit tuoi cudi dac trung ctia mdt thicu nién, giong nhur tat ca vui suéng vira moi bat dau.

“Thé Phan!”

Phia sau lung c6 vang 1én mdt am thanh quen thudc, co biét, d6 12 Thé Van.

Thé Van nhin 6, khudn it khong c6 biéu tinh, trong doi it 1 biéu cam khién nguoi ta phat dién, c6 biét do 1 wu thwong va chét Bing
“Emdi ddy.” Thé Van noi.

“Khong!” C6 kéu to, mudn viron tay bét Ay em gai, nhung chi nhin thiy em gai bién mét khoi minh.

Khong con chit bong dang,

Thé Van mo choang miét, xuét hién trurde it ¢6 khong phai 1 dinh nii hanh phiic va thanh phd dy mau sic, ma B mdt manh t6i tam tinh king,

Trén trédn nha t6i om c6 mdt vang sang nhan nhat gan nhur khong nhin thiy, ¢4 viron tay bat cong tic dén dau girdng, mot anh sang hoi chéi mit bong
nhién chicu roi trong bong dém, khién c6 phai nham mat lan nita, cho dén khi c6 dan dan thich ing,

C6 16t cude biét duge do 1 mot gidc mdng. Nhung ma 6 khong phén biét 16 rang, c6 gai bién mét trurde miit ¢d 1 Thé Van, hay 1. . .chinh minh tr&
thanh “Thé Van'™

Néu 14 chinh c6 thi tai sao ¢b chura timg dé y dén, 4nh méit wu thurong va chét lang kia 14 sao?

Pdng hd bao thirc dat canh dén dAu giwong hién thi thoi gian hién tai 03:25.

C6 101 girong dén phong bép 16t mot ly nude lanh, ubng mdt ngum, cam thiy cam gidc mat lanh tir trén dAu di thing xudng ban chén.

Laptop trén ban con mo ra, c6 di qua bam nit, qua vai gidy min hinh lién sang én.

C5 ngdi trée man hinh ngén ngo, khong biét minh mubn Bm gi.

Qua that lau, ¢6 di chuyén con chudt, mo ra trang web, tim hop thur dién ttr ctia minh, bat dau viét thur.

Chi Tao Thu L§ than mén:

Chi khoe khong? Hy vong chi moi viéc déu tbt.

Em mdt c6 gai, dong thoi ciing 1 mot thinh gid, tir rat Jau trurde kia emda yéu thich giong ndi va tiét muyc ctia chi trong séng dién tir. Con nhé thoi hoc
sinh em thinh thoéng vict thir cho chi, thd 19 tiéng long, lic d6 néu 14 thur ctia em c6 thé duge chi hay 1a chi Tieu Man doc trong tiét muc, that su 12 mot
chuyén con vui vé hon khi dat thanh tich cao trong cudc thi day. Theo nim Thang trdi qua, nhiing ngudi bon em tirng yéu thich tict muc cia chi da dan
dan trrong thanh, rat hiem khi ¢6 thoi gian, ¢6 tim tinh d€ lim mot thinh gia trung thanh, theo moi ngurdi dém chim trong niém vui ctia tiét muc trong song
dién tir. Bon em dat minh trong du loai phim truyén hinh, dién anh, kich néi, tat ca nhiing gi c6 thé nang dén cho bon em cai gi d6 tac dong den thi giac,
nhur |2 mot phan ctia cude séng, kho ma dit bo ra duge. Nhung mbi khi em ing 18 ngdi trrde cira s6, trong long lai cam thay nat mét, mot loai mat mét
VO c6, vi thé cudi cting em biet dugce van dé ¢ dau emnghi, la boi vi bon em khong theé thd 1§ tieng long nhur trude day.

Cho nén, hdmnay em ]ay diing khi, viét mot birc thr cho chi, B mu6n ndi véi chi, tir trong thim tdm, emkhong bao gio quén mat memvw va hanh phtic
ma séng dién tir mang dén cho em, ciing chura timg quén chi da nghiém tic ]ang nghe moi mt cau emnoi, tht ca moi thir déu duoc em cit giir trong mot
céai hdp nhd —— mac duno co 1§ 1a mot chiée hop Pandora —— nhung em van mudn ndi v6i chi, cdm on, cam on chi tirng cling em di qua rat nhidu

ngd tur dudng trong cude sdng,

Cubi ctng, em mubn nhd chi tra 10 mot cau hoi, dua theo trre gidc ctia chi ma dép 1 duoc rdi: néu c6 mdt ngly, mot ngudi ndo d6 ma chi quy mén ndi
v6i chi ring, ngudi aykhongphal 13 ngurdi ma chi lun coi 13 vAy, mi 1 anh chi em ctia ngudi ndy, hon nita nguoi chi ludn quy mén kia da roi khoi thé
gi6i nay tir au. .. Néu 13 vay, chi s& c6 cam tudng thé nao?

Xin chi hily tra 161 theo truc giac, dugc khong? Camon.
Tinh cau ¢6 don

C0 nhén nit “Gii thu”, sau d6 thé phao nhe nhdm, khong biét Thur Lo con nhé ¢6 mot ¢ ghi timg goi I “Vién Thé Phan” khong? C6 & da quén roi,
bdivi do 1a chuyén rat lau rat 1au trude kia, 1au dén noi. . .ban than c6 cling suyt quén di.



Trong tay o van cam ly nu6e lanh, nhung chiang géng ngumndo, c¢d dimg trude cira s0, nhin dén neon (’{dépg xa, bay gi & d6 13 mdt manh t5i den,
nhung moi khi anh den ryc 1 bat lén nd lai tran day mau sac. C6 bong nhién cam thay xa I, tai thanh pho dam chim trong bong dém nay ¢6 nhin 6 lai
thay xa la nhur the, day long ¢ ¢d mdt Am thanh ky quai ndi rang; 1ot cude, trong tam nam trdi minh roi khdi, dd xay ra nhitng gi? Thay d6i nhitng gi?
Ba me vA nguoi thén dan dan ra khoi miy mi, ba me da Iy hon quan h khong con ciing thing nita, cdu va mo tir tir thodt khoi tim tinh tw trach, nhitng
nguoi ndy khi nhin c6 da khdng con tran ngdp dau kho va bi thuong, ma 1a mdt su kién dinh, boi vi tir trong cude song bon ho da nhan dugc strc manh
va ding khi.

Tir Méc va Hang Ty van nhu xua, chi la ¢6 uon cam thay vé chat phac trong mét Tir Miic c¢6 doi khi trd nén co tri, ¢0 ay nhét dinh da 0 Iy thay ddi
ban than. Bao Thyc rét cude da cd mdt noi chdn tdt, Kién Phi mic du gip thét bai trong hon nhén, nhung van mim cudi dbi dién voi mdi ngudi.

Con Thach Thy Thén. . .anh ta nhit dinh ciing phéi thay dbi gi d6, bang khong s& khong di tha huong, hoic 1 it nhit anh ta ¢ diing khi bit dau cude
song moi, anh ta nhur thé —— mdi 1 Thach Thu Thén ma Thé Van thich.

V& phin Vién T6 Van, anh da thay d6i, ¢6 gan nhu khong nhén ra. Anh tr& thanh mbt nguoi dan ong Xudt sic, mit ngudi m tam nam trude o tuyet déi
khong thé tuong turong ra. Nhung & trong thAm tam c6, ¢6 lai cam thay anh chang thay doi. . .giong nhu Tudng Bach Liét da ndi, bat dau tir hdm do, thoi
gian da ngirng lai vdi bon ho.

Thé thi, thoi gian tam nam, that sy c6 thé thay ddi gi sao?

C6 ¢6 thay dbi chinh minh khong?

Di d6ng rung rung gitta ném va gbi dau, vao lic rang sang yén tinh, n6 ¢6 vé vang doi. Co khong khoi giat minh, Hy lai tinh than, ¢6 di qua cam di dong,
kinh ngac phat hién trén man hinh nhay ra mot day so.

“A162...” Do dy mdt chit, ¢b 16t cude bt méy.

“Khong ngi dugc sa0?” Amthanh Vién T Van tram thdp khan khan, khién nguoi ta khong khoi dau ong
“Emdang ngu...”

“Thé tai sao dén con sang?”

“_..” C6 vuon tay kéo min ra, mudn xem con dudng dudi lau, nhung phét hién tir ting 31 cao cao lim thé nao ciing khong thiy rd.
“Anh I3 c6 bé ban diém.”” Anh ndi hai hude.

«_..Lanh khong?” C6 mim mi, khong biét nén ndi gi.

“Néu lanh, em s& moi anh Ién ng(“)i sao?”’

Amthanh ctia anh tyra nhur tiéng chudng g5 trong dém khuya, trong khoanh khéc xuyén thiu trai tim c6.

Cb tram miic, bon ho trAm mic, nhu 1 ¢6 rat nhidu 101 mubn noi, nhung lai n6i khdng nén 1.

Cudi cling, ¢6 thé dai dudi day ng néi: “Di Ién di, ngd bénh lai phién phirc.”

Vi thé nim phiit sau, anh dit hai tay vao tii 4o i6, binh tinh dimg trudc mt .

“Nhanh nhu vy. . .nurde sép s6i 10i.” C6 dura lung vé phia anh, ndu nude trén bép. Mic dii co miy udng murde, nhung ¢d van quen ding ndi inox bac
nho nhé nay chira day nuéce, cho doi ngon Itra mau lam lam ching soi trao.

“Khong ngi duoc.” Anh dimg phia sau, khong di chuyén bude chan, “Hay 1 ngi thing mot nira ri tinh lai.”

“Tinh lai.” C6 cham chi nhin Am nude trude mit.

“Mo thiy 4c mong?”

C6 nhiin vai, chéng ir hir @i ca, hoi ngwroc lai anh: “Anh & dudi JAu lam gi?”

Anh ho nhe mdt tiéng, méi ndi: “Anh & chd Hang Ty, trude khi di, nhin cira s thang méy trong thay dén phong em con sang.”

A.. .héa ra hinh anh ¢6 bé ban diém ¢6 don dimg trong i6 lanh m ¢6 phac hoa trong d4u, hoan toan khong ton tai. Day L. . .trd dua dai ctia anh sao?
“Um...” C6 c6 phin khong chiu ndi chinh minh luén tin moi 101 néi ctia anh 1 thét.

Anh di hai budc, dimg sau lung c6, gidy da mau den ciia anh gan nhur dung vao gbt chan c¢o: “Gidn roi?”



“Khong co...” Co mit tur nhién x¢ dich vi tri, 16 chan Iong toan than déu dyng dimg lén.
Anh cudi nhe trén dinh dAu ¢6, viron ngon tay luét qua vanh tai ctia ¢6, ndi: “Thé Phan, em biét khong, ic em tirc gidn, 16 tai uon do kén...”

C6 gibng nhur b dién it rut ngui trénh né trude ti lanh, nhin anh véi vé tirc gian lai ngd nging, anh duong nhur Ja khéc tinh ca c6, khién c6 khong ¢
chd an ndu.

“Anh lam em sg sa0?”” Anh nhin qua c6 phan khong vui.

C6 md to hai miét, khong biét nén gat dau hay ki dau.

Anh nhin ¢4 chdm chiim mot ic, bdng nhién nhiu iy, hoi: “Nay, em hiy thanh thit néi cho anh biét, miy niim nay em c6 ban trai khong?”
C5 chéan chir c6 nén tra 161 khong, cudi cling van thanh tht Bc dau.

“Thé tai sao em ludn ra vé khang cu ;}nh?” Gi(_)ng ndi anh cung ngz'ic, nhu [a d¢ nén buc doc trong long, “Sg anh coi “Thé Van’ 13 thé than? Nhung anh
da ndi vdi em, ngay tir dau anh da bict em Ia Theé Phan.”

C0 ndi khong ra 101, nhung day long khé hai lai: vay thi sao. . .

“Emrat ghét anh sao, anh clia biy gid?”” Anh tién mdt budc, mdt tay chdng trén ti lanh sau lung c6, nhur B mdt ching trai phén no.

“..”C6 vanim laing, ¢6 1§ so ring mot khi cat tiéng thi s& ndi ra 101 ton thurong anh hay I chinh minh,

“Néu em khong noi anh s& hon em.” hai tay anh chéng trén ti1 lanh, cti dau nhin ¢6, dudng nét trén khudn mit ¢ mot loai kién dinh khong néi nén Ioi.
C6 m6 miéng mubn n6i nhung bi anh ci dau hén mdi, ¢d hoang mang mudn ddy anh ra, nhung bi anh 6m chét hon,

bhéy khong phai la ny hon diu dang sau bao nimxa cach, cting khong phai ny hon vui suéng sau khi moi chuyén rd rang, ma Ia cam xic cia mot nguoi
dan 6ng sau khi bi kich thich tai mbt thoi khic ndo d6, ny hon dién cudng mudn chiém giit co.

Cb bbi 16, khong thé ho hép, nhung lai bat gidc quén di gidy dua, quén di bi  throng, quén hét tat ca, chi c6 mot thir khong thé quén, chinh ki mot dém
3o d6 ctia nhidu ndim vé trude, khi anh kich dong khat vong nhin ¢6, anh mét sang ngoi kia.

Bdng nhién, tiéng chudng dién thoai choi tai vang Ién trong phong khéch, hai ngwoi kinh ngac dimg lai nhin nhau, Vién To Van khong thé tin duoc e nay
con c6 ngudi goi dién cho ¢6, con co thi khong thé tin dugc, vira roi minh khong day anh ra.

C hoang hdt thoat khoi anh, di bét dién thoai, Tar Mic ding am thanh moi khi n6i: “C6. . .thude giam dau khong, tri dau bung kinh 4y?””

“Co...”

“Tbt qua. . .nira dém t¢ tinh lai, bung dau qua, von dinh di xudng mua, nhung nhin thiy dén phong cau con sang, nghii khéng chimg cau s& ¢o...”

“Bay gio t& dem Ién cho cau.” N6i xong c6 cup may.

“Ai d6?” Vién T6 Van xu mit hoi.

“Tir Miic,” ¢ xoay ngudi tim thude trong ngiin kéo, “Cau Ay ngi bénh, em di Ién & ciing cau dy.”

Néu khong n6i ddi, c6 khong biét tiép theo minh s& ddi dién v6i anh thé nio.

Anh nhin ¢6, hé miéng mubn n6i nhung van nhin xudng,

Bon ho dira cira, ding chd thang may, ¢6 nhin hai c4i nit dong thoi phat ra anh sang nhung lai chi phurong hudng khéc nhau, bcf)ng nhién ¢6 cam thdy uu
thurong khéd ma n6i rd. D6 1a hai miii tén hoan toan tirong phan, giong nhuir bon ho rat lau trude kia, dura lung ve phia nhau, tir day budc trén con duong
khac biét.

hai chiéc thang méy dong thdi phat ra tiéng “dinh””, bon ho king & nhin nhau, sau d6 déu tw di vio thang méy ctia minh.

“Moi ngdi,” Tudng Béch Ligt tlyy y chi chi, tir trong ti lanh Ky ra hai lon bia, “Udng lanh durge chir? Cé nhén t6i cam thay néu bia khong lanh thi mét di y
nghia cua no, nhung néu c6 thay nhi¢t o binh thurdng t6t hon thi trong thing cling ¢6.”

“Thé. . lanh dugc roi”

Anh ta git dAu, dit lon bia trén ban tra, khong chit dé y noi: “Sao rdi, Vién Thé Phén, tuan ndy trai qua thé nao?”



C6 ngn ngudi, ndi: “Cling. . khong ¢.”
Anh ta nhur 1 khong hai Iong v6i sy do du ctia ¢6, nhung khong hoi nira, ma Bp tirc ngdi trén chd minh, md cudn s6 ra viét gi ddy.

Thé Phén bét an ngdi trén ghé da, trong 1ong nhur g tréng, con khan trurong hon An trrdc tai sao nhi, 1 rang da ndi hét v6i anh ta, vay mi cang lo

ling hon?

“D6 goi 14 ‘ghé Freud”.” Anh ta wira ctii dau viét chir vira noi.

“Ha?”
“Céi ghé c6 ngdi lén diy.”
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... C6 ¢6 phian khong biét lim sao nhin chiéc ghé da mau den, ¢ timg n,ﬁm trén n6 ké rat nhiéu chuyén chura timg ndi voi nguoi khic —— ciing giéng
nhu khong néi cho minh nghe nhung c¢6 nghi rang day chi 1a chi€c ghé binh thudng, cé & thoai mai hon binh thudng mdt chut.

“Cb chura tirg nghe 16i t6i 42" Tudng Bach Liét ngang dau, twoi cudi kha ai.

“Khong c6...” Chang 18 i ghé do Freud thiét ké sao?

“Ky that. ..n6 chi 1 chiéc ghé binh thurdng s théi.” Anh ta cudi, nu cudi trén mét chura timg thay doi.
“Rét kho hiéu tai sao ching t6i goi n i “ghé Freud’ phéi khong?”

“Um...”

“Thire ra toi ciing cam thiy la King.” Anh ta nhdy méit, khong biét n6i thit hay noi dua.

“Cho nén ndi, ky that quan diém ctia mdt ngudi dbi voi mdt sur kién hodic sw vat chira hén 6 cing nhin nhan v6i ngudi khéc. Vi du nhu chiée ghe ndy, toi
ndi cdi tén vdi co, co cam thay khong h1eu, ngin khong ra V1 sa0. dat ten cho mot ca1 ghe Nerng trong tur twdng ctia ngudi bac si, ddy i chuyén rit quan

trong, ding

7’ C6 ding anh mét bimng tinh hiéu ra nhin anh ta.

“...Buong nhién t6i chi dwa ra mot thi du, ban thén t6i cling cho ring caitén * ghé Freud’ rat tim thuong,” Tuong Bach Liét bat dic ditré mét xem
thuong, “Piéu t6i muon noi 1, vao ic khong dugce nguoi khac thong hiéu, ¢d ngudi lya chon tranh ludn, ¢ nguoi thi chon im ling, Neu Ia ¢, ¢6 s& lam
thé nao?”

“T6i?”” C6 nhu i con chua thoéat khoi 16i suy nghi vira 16i, “T6i ciing khong biét. . .c6 18 s& ndi ra ¥ nghi ctia minh, nhung cudi cting van duy tri sy im
lang.”

“A,” anh ta git dau, nhur 1 ndm trong dur kién, “C6 thé ndi toi biét tai sao khong?”’

“Tai sa0?” Co dimng mdt chit, “C6 1& i vi da chip nhan sy that nhur vy rdi, nhan thire gitta ngudi voi nguoi 1 khac biét, t6i khong 6 Iy do gi, ciing
khong c6 cach yéu cau nguoi khac nhat dinh cd cting y nghi voi toi.”

“Thé tai sao c6 mudn néi ra ¥ nghi ctia minh?”’
“B6i vi...bdi vi....” C6 nhin mit anh ta, bong dung khong ni duge nita.
“Boi vi trong long ¢ con ¢6 mdt con ngurdi.” Tuong Bach Liét cling nhin ¢6, vé mét diu dang,

“Cb biét khong, sau khi két thic An gip trude, ca tudn t6i du suy tir v& chuyén ciia ¢d. Con nhé t6i da ndi véi ¢d ring, ké tir khi ngwdi quan trong ciia
¢0 101 khdi, thoi gian ctia ¢6 lien dung lai.”

“IjJ"m’9
“Toi nghil bay gior t6i biét I tai sao 161.”
BA?’?

“La boi vi ¢6 bo di con ngudi trude day ctia minh, trd thanh mot ngudi khac sng tiép.”



C6 gt dau.
“Nhung khong chi co thé. Mac du tyr thoi micn, mic du bién thanh mot nguoi khac, nhung c6 van chura timg quén di con ngudi trude day, tham chi cd
song sau trong ndi tim ctia ‘co by’ M01 ngay cung ‘cd ay thirc ddy, an sang, ra ngoai, dihoc, tro chuyén, an trua, di hoc, vé nha, ant01, xemtivi, nghe

nhac, tim rira, ngu... C6 B nghe ra rét d4ng so, nhung gidng nhur 1in dAu c6 64, trong co thé cd’ co mot ‘cd Ay’ nho nhé. Trén thuc t cho dén tuin
trurde t0i moi hiéu duoc, “co dy’ nay khong phai 1 nguoi em gai da qua doi ciia ¢6, m i chinh ¢6.”

“Chéng qua d6 Ia con nguoi vinh vién khong thé trudng thanh, tat ca moi thir déu dimg lai vao ngay 11 Thang 9 nam 2001.”
Cb cup mit, qua tht Au moi nhd giong ndi: “Piing vdy. . .c6 18 anh ndi ding”

“Thé thi c6 da chuén bj xong chua?”

“Tim vé “cd 4y’ trude ddy, hon nita n6i sur thit véi moi nguoi”

“T6i...” C6 cin mdi, khong biét nén tra 10i thé ndo, “Toi khong chéc. ..minh ¢6 diiing khi nay hay khong. ..”

“Sao lai khong chir, Vién Thé Phan,” Tudng Bach Liét nhin ¢, kién dinh n6i, “Pa c6 diing khi bo di chinh minh, sao lai khong du diing khi tim vé chinh
minh?”’

“Pugc. . .t61 nghi toi s€ thir xem.”

Khoéanh khéic d6, ¢ bong nhién cam thiy, cai tén “Thé Phan” niy khong cach c6 xa xbi nhur vdy, it nhit, c6 da biét im sao dé tra Ioi.

Ké tir démkich dong pha lan hoang mang kia, ¢ chura gip lai Vién T6 Van. Ky nghi mot tuin chim durt, ¢6 phai tro vé cong ty di lAm tiép. Shelly qua
tét am lich da tr6s v, theo Iy thuyét c6 nén dich than chuyen giao, nhung c6 ding du ly do dé né tranh, mbi ngly 0 tai van phong chi c6 mbt minh ¢4, nhin
va giri cac loai thur tir, sau do bién dich timg cai. C6 16t cude lai c6 thoi gian cAm ca phé nong dimg trrde cira sb sat dét ngin nguoi vao budi trura, thoi
gian chay gitra nhimg k& tay ctia ¢, moi khi anh mt troi chiéu roi trén ngudi ¢, mot loai mong mudn thay d6i ménh liét s& bat dau khoi dong trong co
thé co.

C5 c6 phan rdi tri, rdt cude 1 “Thé Van” & trong co thé ¢o, hay i ¢b & trong co thé ctia “Thé Van'™

C0 bdng nhién nh6 t6i Vién TO Van da noi véi co: em chua bao gis | gidly g6i keo, ma i mot vién keo. . .ngde nghéch, mudn ding gidy goi keo dé che
gidu ban than ma thoi.

Théat vay chang?

Tam namnay, c¢6 nd hrc khién minh tr& thanh “Thé Van”, nhung cubi ciing anh van dé dang nhin thiu —— nhur vdy, anh mang tAm tinh thé ndo dé trai
qua thoi gian tam némy, lai ding tAm tur ndo dé chio don tuong lai?

Khée miéng ngd ngang bt giac ¢ nu cudi khd, ¢d suy nghi, ¢6 khong 6 tr cach dé hoi anh, khong c6 tur cach hiéu duge ndi dau khd va bi thong clia
anh, thim chi khong c6 tu cach ndi xin 16i anh.

Di dong vang Ién, c6 chén chir cAm léy, mdi mdt ndt nhac nhu | nhip tim ctia ¢6, khang cu nhung lai mong cho.
“Al6?”

“Em & dau?”’ Loi dao du ctia Vién TS Van lubn gon gang dirt khoat, khong c6 cau dur thira.

“Van phong...”

“A, dao ndy sao khong thdy em & nha an du6i iu?”

«..Anngan roi.”

“Vay emmubn in gi?”” Anh hoi ngay.

C5 khong tra 104, gwong gao coi nhe vén d& nay: “Tim em ¢6 viée sao?”

“Co...”

«...Chuyén gi?”



“Khong biét tai sao. . .vira ngAng dau nhin thay vi tri ngoai kia khng phai em, trong long hoi trdng rong,”

“...” C6 khong biét nén tra 1 thé ndo, hinh nhur n6i bt cir chit ndo ciing nhur B dép lai ndi nhé nhung ciia anh.

A, ding vay, day 1 nhé nhung khong phéi sao? Chi 1 anh chang c6 tinh cach xAu xa, luén luon quanh co dng vong khong chiu ndi thing m thoi.
“Emkhong c6 gi mubn n6i véi anh sao?” Am thanh ctia anh nghe ra khong c6 kién nhn.

“Tam thoi. . khong ¢6.” C6 cin mbi, cam thiy giong diéu ctia minh rét gidng Tir Mic.

“Em——"anh sdp 1 ra ban tinh 4c ma, nhung tiéng mod ctra dot ngdt ngit 1oi.

Cb nghe duoc anh ¢ dau diy bén kia n6i: “Chi a, ching 18 chi khong biét gb cira sao?!”

Giong noi ctia Shelly khong hiéu Iy do vang Ién: “Gi chi, t6i chi vao dira tai lidu thoi. . .cAu dang ndi chuyén voi ai thé?”
Déang vé bé v¢ ctia ac ma ki€u ngao lap tirc nhd lai, 4m & ndi: “Tém lai chi ra ngoai trude di...”

“O, thing nhoc nay khong thira dip t6i sinh con ma quen ban gii chr?”

... Mic di anh khong néi gi, nhung c6 ¢ thé cam giac duoc, e nay anh dang bat dic di dao mét khinh thuong,

C6 che miéng lai, khong cho minh curdi ra tiéng, vai gidy sao, 6 nghe dugc anh & dau ddy bén kia n6i: “Doi lat nita anh goi lai cho em, clip may trudc
day.”

“0..”

“Khong duoc tit may!” Anh bd sung,

“0..”

Nhan duoc sy cam doan, anh mdi thoa mén U mot tiéng, 1o clip may.

C0 nhin man hinh di d9ng trong tay, nhd t6i 1oi anh vira n6i, ¢6 pht hién hoa ra gin ddy tm trang ctia minh ciing 6 thé ding hai chit dé khai quat ——
trong rong,

Cb timg cb chip, timg nd hre hét thay, bdng nhién c6 mot ‘ngay bi pha v3, ¢6 khong phai “Vién Thé Van” , mdc du trong mét ngudi khac, ¢6 van 14 “c
4y”, nhung & trong 1ong c6 biét minh d4 khong phai 1 “Thé Van”, ma 1 mot. . .co i roi khoi “Thé Van” rdi khong biét nén sdng tiép thé ndo.

Tét c4 hoang mang va so hdii ctia ¢6 déu dén tir trai tim da thit lac kia ¢6 I&, con chura thé biét true sau ndy.

C6 ludn co mdt nghi van: néu tro vé V “Thé Phan” ctia trude day, nhu viy ¢6 ¢6 thé song tiép hay khong, nhimg ngudi cho ring ¢ da chét c6 chap nhan

duoc khong, nhitng ngudi trdng ring “Thé VAn” con séng co chip nhan dugc khong?
Ciing v6i. .. Thé Van thye sur ¢6 chip nhan hay khong?

C6 nhan nit tit méy, mau sic ryc & trén man hinh bién thanh t6i den, ¢6 da hita v6i anh s& khong tit méay, nhung c6 nudt 104, Gidng nhur tam nam trudc,
c0 hira s€ & bén anh, sau d6 c6 ciing da nuot loi. . .

Budi tbi cudi tuan, ¢0 lai mot minh thu xep thing glay con chura mo ra e chuyén nha, c6 mot thing 1a me dua cho ¢6, néi a d6 dac ciia ¢6 con lai trong
nha, khong biét c6 ding hay khong, néu c6 cam thiy khong can nira thi hdy ném di.

C6 mo thing ra, bén trong qua nhién déu I may thir linh tinh. Céc loai tap chi mua hoi cao trung, truyén tranh, tiéu thuyét, kep toc da cii, tuong sap it
mot canh tay, bup bi c6 nap hinh con clin. . .dai loai la thé. Con c6 nhing tAm thiép do ban be gui tang, mot xap thét cao, bi thur d loai mau séc, ding
day thun cdt lai, hinh nhur m6i mdt hoc sinh cao trung déu rat thich tang thiép cho nhau vao dip 1& tét, duong nhur d6 1a nghi thire thiéng liéng biét bao.

C6 théo day thun ra, mot xAp day mau séc roi rai rac, ¢d By mot bi thur miu xanh 1, nét chit trén d6 vira nhin 1 biét ciia Lurong Kién Phi.

Thé Phan:

Chic cdu mdt nam moi van sy nhur y, moi chuyén mong mudn déu thuc hién dugc!

Chic bon minh déu thi vio trudng dai hoc Iy tuéng!

Luong Kién Phi

1999. 12. 31



Sau do 1a mt bi thu do chét, ¢d biét ki ctia Bao Thyc.
Thé Phan:

Chiic cAu ndm méi vui vé, an thé nao ciing khong béo! Quantrongnhét 13, ndm mdi nhan dugce nhiéu tién i xi, mdi bon t6 ra ngoai an comnhé! Ha

Lam Bao Thuc
1999. 12. 31

C6 khong khoi cudi 16 Ién, hdi d6 Bao Thuc béo tron, ¢ chit gidng nhur con nit miim miim, luén budn rau ni phai giam béo, nhung in ndo ciing khong
chong lai dugc stre hap dan ctia mdn an ngon.

C5 tiép tuc md xem, duong nhur mbi mdt bire thur déu goi Ién rit nhiéu hdi wre ctia ¢6, d6 1 hdi tre thude vé Vién Thé Phan, hdi tre da dimg lai tir tim
namtrudc. ..

Pdng hd qua e trén tudng vang lén tich tach, nu cudi clia ¢0 cimg lai trong nhay mét, mdt y nghi dang so trong dau tién vao Iong co: tai sao me dura thur
cta Theé Phan cho c6 chit? Co 1a “Thé Van”.. khong phai sao?

C6 ngo ngac ngdi trude thing gidy, tat ca suy nghi déu dimg lai, ¢6 dimg im, thé gidi ciing dimg im.

C6 dimg kén, cam tiii x4ch x6ng ra ngoai, ¢ cam thay minh doan duoc gi 6i, nhung khong dam thira nhan. Vi thé ¢6 can chimg thire, mdt sy chimg
thyre triét d€ ma tron ven.

Xe dung tai dudi Au nha me, d chin gior t6i, binh thurong lic ndy me da chuin bi ngi, cho nén khi nghe dugc tiéng ¢6 ¢ trong bd dam, ba hoi bt ngd.
C6 mo cong ra voi vang chay Ién A, tai cira chinh da dat mot doi dép 6.
“Chuyén gi ma 1t dat thé?” Me quéa nhién wira thoa kem dudng da vira dira.
“Me...” Co md o4, nhung khong biét am sao noi tiép.

“Con...”

Me ngimg dong tac trong tay, noi: “Con khong phai giy ra hoa gi roi chir?”
C6 hé miéng, n6i khong ra 1oi.

“Rbt cude 13 sa0?” Me hoi lo ]Eing,

“Con. . .con ¢ chuyén muén hoi me. ..

“Chuyén gi?”

« . Me da biét rdi?”

“Biét g?”

C6 nhin me, khong n6i gl, mdt chit ciing khong, Nhung hinh nhur me chot hiéu dugc ¥ ¢6, ba kinh ngac “O” mit tiéng, xoay ngudi sang chd khac, khong
nhin ¢d nira.

Qua that lAu, me bdng nhién cuoi, nhe giong noi: “Pd ngéc, sao me khong biét chir, me 1 me cta hai dira ma....”
“Séng hom do khi hai dira ra khoi phong, me da biét ai 1 ai roi.”
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Chuong 12: Thang Tw - Em khong yéu anh sao?

[ Vién TS Van: “...Em mudn n6i v6i anh Em khong yéu anh sao? Vay thi em hity ndi cho anh biét nhur thé nio mdi goi 2 yéu, em mudn anh im sao moi
co thé khien em yéu anh?”

Tuong Bach Liét: “Cho nén, rat nhiu chuyén ngay lic phat sinh, ching ta khong hé cho rang n s tao thanh anh huong gi adi voi minh, nhung cgéi cung
khi quay dau lai, ching ta thurdng hay phat hién, néu lic ay ‘lam nhu vay’, hogc 1 lic ay khong ‘lamnhu vay’ thi tot roi. Nhung dieu d6 khong hé quan
trong, cai quan trong 13, khi chuyén da xay ra, ching ta nén d6i mat véi n6 ra sao.”)

12.1

Edit: Sam

“Me Ia me ciia hai dira ma, chi can nhin anh nt ctia hai dira, me da biét ai i ai.”

Me van dura lung vé phia Thé Phén, khong nhin thiy biéu cam trén mét ba, nhung giong diéu ndi chuyén lai tram finh la thurong,

“_..”” Thé Phan rat iu khong n6i 16i ndo, hinh nhur ¢6 rat nhiéu diéu mudn néi, nhung dén bén miéng lai nhén ra trai tim minh d3 hiéu tir Au.

“Thé thi, ba biét khonga...”

“Biét, d me ndi véi ong dy.”

“Um...”

Meg nhe nhang thd dai, noi: “Ti d6 nhan duoe tin dit, con khong chiu ndi da kich nén d té xiu. Con con nhG me £0i tén con khong?”

“Me goi con “Thé Phan, Thé Phan’. .. con m6 to mit, nhung lai gidng nhr d chét, khong hé dong day...”

“...” Pémdo trong ky trc ¢o, chico tiéng khoc nhéo ctia em ho mdi sinh, cling v6i mdt manh t5i tim. C6 I& trong bong dém ¢ nghe durgc ¢ nguoi goi
tén c6, nhung cd khong the nhd lai, cang khong theé tra 1oi.

“Me so lém, voi vang dua con t6i bénh vién, déng thoi goi dién cho ba con. Liic ba con t¢i noi, con van mo to rrﬁt, nhung bac sinoi thuc ra con dang
hon mg, than chi mo hd. Trong thoi gian dd, con ctr 1am bam nii, hinh nhu dang ndi, ngudi chét nén 1a con...”

«...Con xin I61.” Ngoai c4u ny ra, c6 khong biét minh con c6 thé noi gi.

“Béc sindi, né}l con tinh day, tot nhat ding 16i gi khién con kich dong, so' con s& sup d6. Cho nén sau khi me va ba con thuong rong v6i nhau, quyét
dinh khong nhéc t6i chuyén nay voi con, nghi rang chd con bénh tinh 6n dinh 161 mdi tm sy véi con.”

“Con xin 16, ¢6 rat mudn di Ién 6m me tir déng sau, nhung bude chan khong thé nao di chuyén, “Lic d6. ..con phai khién ba me lo Eing cho con...”
“Nhung ma khi chy'lng tatir Mf/ trdr vé, lai phat hién con thay d8i ban than mmh, con that su'tr("f nén giéng Thé Van, trAm tinh, im lang, lai (ﬁy tam su
trong Iong. .. Vi thé me quyét dinh ton trong y nguyén ctia con, néu con muodn thay em gai song sot, me s& khong ngan can con, néu da mat di mbt dira
con gai, the thi me nhat dinh phai lam cho dura con lai hanh phuc, d€ n6 song tu do thodi mai...”

“Me...” C6 chay nuréc mit, Vi trai tim vi dai ctia me.

“Nhung con biét khong,” me xoay ngudi, sic mét binh than, “Hién tai me ¢6 phan hdi han.”

€y

“‘Me rryén cho con hanh phiic, me nghi ring néu con bién minh thanh Thé Vén thi s& dwoc hanh phic. .. Nhung me sai i, me 16 rang nhin thdy dau khd
ving vay trong it con, cho nén con gi , con hly thanh thét tra 101 me, con c6 hanh phic khong? Tam nam nay con c6 hanh phuc khong?”

Thé Phan hé miéng, nhung ddp an nhu 1 nghen & ¢b hong, day 1 mdt vin dé ma tim nm nay 6 chua timg hoi chinh minh, ¢ so tra 101, rdi s& mat di
diing khi dé séng tiép. Nhung t6i nay, c6 lai mudn tra 16, khong biét 1 ai cho ¢6 strc manh ndy —— c6 suy nghi, ¢6 & chinh 1 Thé Van nho nho song
trong co thé co.

«_. Khi con di trén duong, ban bé déu goi con 1a “Thé VAn’, con nghi réing con hanh phiic,” ¢6 n6i, “Con dimg trrde cong ty bach héa mi minh thich



nhét, nhin chinh minh trén ta kinh, con phét hign minh dung hoa vao canh bay bign trong ti kinh, viy m giong Thé Van dén thé, tham chi con con cam
théy d6 chinh | Thé Van...”

(T3]

“Nhung bubi ti vé dén nha, mdt minh ¢ don dig trude ctra sb, nhin minh trén anh phén chiéu trong kinh. . .con lai cam thiy dau khd. Gibng nhur me
ndi vay, anh mit cua con va em ay khac nhay, liéc mat mdt céi la nhan ra.”

(T3]

“Cho nén néu me hoi con c¢6 hanh phiic khong. . .con rt kho tra 104, con chi c6 thé ndi rang, s di con quay tro v&, 14 vi con phat hién minh khong thé tiép
tuc nhur vay nita, con chi s¢ cang ngay cang cudp di moi thir ma Thé Van tiing ¢d duge —— con khdng muon lam vy, con khong nén lam vay!”

Me di dén trude mit ¢d, ba mim cudi 6m cd, nhe giong ndi: “Cho du thé pélo, me 9hi mubn n01 vOi con, moi ngu’éj, bao gém ne, ca ba‘con, clng nhiing
ngudi than va ban bé, sau khi nhn duoc tin tirc dang so'kia, moi nguoi déu hiéu rang, con song 1 chuyén may min ¢& nao, ching ta déu hy vong ngudi
chét co the yén nghi, cling mong mdi ngudi con song c6 thé hanh phuc. .. Thé Phan, con hi¢u khong?”

Sang ngiy 5 Thang 4, Thé Véan miic vao chiéc a0 khodc ni ¢6 cho ring rt tuyét, mdt minh li xe ra ngoai. O dudi cira hang hoa dudi lau, ¢6 mua mit
bd bach hop trang, lai nua chitt d6 an tai ti€m tién loi, Kic nay moi chay trén dudng,

C6 mubn dén modt noi ma tam nam nay co chura timg dén, & d6, c¢6 mdt tim bia d4 khdc ba chit “Vién Thé Phan”, chinh 1 ngudi ndm dudi do, nhung lai
1a mdt co gai khac.

Xe chay trén dudng cao tbe, boi vi dang tu sira nén chi ¢6 hai in duong chét hep, c6 hét strc chidm chi, can thin giam phanh va chan ga, nhung tim tur
bat giac bay dén cho khac.

Em gai s& hin c6 chir?

Nhidu nam nhu vdy, ¢ muon tén em gii sinh song, mu6n bién thanh em 4y, nhung lai khong thé kiém ché ndi tAm ctia minh, twée doat tit ca trdng niém
ctia moi ngudi dbi voi em Ay, tham chi con cudp Ky nhing ngudi yéu thirong em &y —— cho nén, em gai nén han c6 phai khong?

C6 cam thy co thé minh dang run riy, khong biét 12 vi con duong x6¢ ndy khong bang phing, hay i tir sy run rdy phat ra tir trong long?

C6 dua theo loi dé.n cua me, cha}: xuéng duong cao toc & mot 16i ra no, sau d6 doc theo ngd tu duong co thi trin nho clng voi vaon cdy cai daumdt
lic, thi s€ nhin thdy bang hudng dan cuia nghia trang kia.

DRI

Tai cong bii dd xe co miy sap hang ban du loai d6 vat ding kl’ll tao md té I8, nhu 1 hoa turol, gidy dat vang hodc bac lam “luong vang”, cac loai “tien” in
4n tho rap, tham chi c6 manh gidy xép thanh “Vuron hoa nha 16n” va “6 t6”. C6 budc xudng xe, ¢6 ngudi di qua mubn chio hang voi co, nhung co thiy
b6 hoa to 16n tai ghé sau nén di ngay.

C6 cam hoa ciing mdt bich do an viit thét to di vao cong nghia trang, c6 cam thiy mé mang, 1 rang trong long khong yén, nhung khong thé thuyét phuc
ban than ding dén. C6 nhu 14 dang tim dap an, méc du co biet khong co dap an.

Ngudi dén tao md rat nhiéy, trong loa phong thanh phét ra am nhac nhe nhang, vira khong vui ciing khong bi thuong. Newoi téi ddy ciing du loai, co
ngudi khoc, ¢o ngwdi nghiém niit, lai co ngwdi mim cudi, nhur 1 sau khi biét nguoi thin ctia minh van tot ma cudi an G,

Thé Phén khong biét khudn mét minh ¢6 biéu cam gi, nhung 6 nghi, khong khoc ciing chang cudi, ¢6 18 nghiém it vi khong biét con durong phia trurde
nhur thé ndo.

Puodng xi-ming hai bén ciing khong rong Ion, mot day mo bia xép dai, c6 dya theo con sb ma me dua cho, tim dugc day minh mudn tim, & ddy gidng
nhur rap chiéu phim, di vao diing hang s6, ching qua “khan gia” sau khi dén déy thi s& khong roi khoi.

C6 nhin thiy tirmg md bia khéic nhitng c4i tén la Am, nhip tim c6 niing né, gidng nhu mdi An dép xudng 14 nhip tim cudi cling ciia ¢o.
Rét cude, tim bia 6 khic tén ¢d ¢t thé xuat hién trude mit co. .. nhung trén d6 lai khong co tAm anh.
Chi ¢6 gach men str mau tréing ngd, nhét ddy khdi bau duc, tréing béch nhur vay, bt e nhur véy.

C6 bdng nhién khoc ra, khong thé kiémnén ma chay nurde mit, ¢d cudp di moi thir cia Thé Van, tham chi ca tén va tim anh trén md bia. .. TAt ca moi
thir déu bi 6 cudp dil

Con ¢6 lai than nhién “thay thé” em 4y sdng, cho ring ddy 1 mot loai tiép dién, mdt loai Ctru chudc, tuéng ring day ki “Thé Van" thue sy, minh tht sy
c6 thé thay thé em gai. ..

A, khong!

C6 quy xudng trude tim bia d4, ¢ khong thé thay thé em gai, khong thé dimg mot “Thé Van” nhur vay dé thay thé em 4y.



“Xin 16i. . .xin 16i. . xin 18i. . .” C6 khéc Ion, tyra nhir em gai khong gioi an néi nhung noi i tim lwong thién & ngay trude miét, gach men st tréing béch bét hrc
kia i khuon mét tuoi cuoi diu dang ciia em géi, phién da méu x4m mai tang chinh 12 trai tim hon nhién ctia em gai.

Gioy phit iy, 6 mSi thinh finh  thirc dwoc, cho dit minh ¢6 giing & ndo ciing khong thé thay thé em i, boi vi hai ngwdi giong nhur 1 hai tinh cu doc
nhat v nhi gan két chit ché trong vii try bao la, méic dui nhé bé nhung khong ai thay thé dugc ai.

Thé Phén rdi khoi Thé Van, chi c6 thé | mot tinh ciu ¢6 don chéng thé Bm gi.

C6 nguoi nhe nhang v vai ¢, dudng nhu dang néi: dimng dau budn, tat ca déu s& tot thoi.

Cb nging dau, ngo ngac nhin ngudi kia, nhin thiy 6 Ay dén bén canh co, ngdi xom xubng dat mot bo hoa hudng dwong twoi dep, vé mit diu dang noi:
“Té nghi, Thé Phan nhét dinh khong hy vong ching ta mot niim mai dén tham cau dy mot hai lan, ma 1n ndo vé mit ciing nhur i dwa dam, khong c6 biéu
cam gi khac dau nhi?”

Luong Kién Phi cit toc ngin, mai toc chim dau vai, toc mai gin nhur che khudt nira con mit cia c6 Ay.

[T3E ]

A 2

“Thé Van,” Luong Kién Phi noi, “Thé Phan c6i md thich cuoi nhur vay, cau Ay nhit dinh mudn ching ta tréi qua cude song tot dep, vui vé sdng timg
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ngay.

... Co quén khoc, nhung trong long lai cang bi thurong,

“Khoang thoi gian t6 ly hon ciing chang vui vé gi, mbi ngly déu khoc sudt mudt, nhung ¢ trude mit ngudi khac t6 lai cay manh, ép bude minh cuoi,
nhung kho qua, d6i voi mot nguoi dau long ma ndi 1 rét kho. . .nhung t6 da am duoc.”

“T6 Iudn suy nghi, néu Thé Phén con sdng, cau 4y khing dinh s& v3 vai t6 néi “dimg nhur vay, dau c6 gi to tat ciing Fim 1 Iy hon thdi, ciing chéng phai tan
the’.”” Noi xong Luong Kién Phi nd nu cuoi, cudi deén do hoc mat.

(T3]

“Nhung Thé Phan khong con, ciu dy khong & bén canh t6, da som. . .roi xa ching ta. Cho nén t6 nghi, so voi cau ay, mét di mdt ngudi dan ong, mét di
mdt cude hon nhan, d6 that sy ching B gi—— t6 ciing mubn cudi nhur cau Ay, hanh phic, coi mo, thé thi c6 & mdi khi t& cudi, cau dy c6 thé camnhén
duoc chang?”

“Kién Phi...” Thé Phén tir tir dimg Ién, 4u sau ndi khong ra Ioi.

Khi c6 ich ky suy nghi dung cach thirc ctia mlnh dé sinh sdng, ¢ chi thiy ndi dau ctia minh —— tuyét vong va hdi han mét di em gai, nhung xem nhe
nhitng thr khac d6 chinh I3, ndi dau budn ctia nhitng ngudi yéu thuong co.

Khi moi nguoi vi “cai chét” ciia ¢6 ma dau long, ¢6 lai & mot chd khac trén thé gidi trai qua ngay Théng c6 nudn “ngiin cach””. C6 rdt cude hiéu duoc,
d6 chi la mbt cach thirc tron tranh su that ma thoi.

N6 khong am cho ba me, ngudi thin, ban bé, ngudi yéu vui vé, nguoc lai khién bon ho cang dau khd hon.
“Khong biét tai sao,” Kién Phi con n6i, “Sau khi thdy cau tai London, t& bdng nhién rét vui, cam thiy cau song kién cuong, thit 1 tot qua.”

I3
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cau Ay s& rat kho chiu, dau long khong thé séng tiép...”
“A...” C6 hoi hé miéng, mudn n6i nhung lai kinh ngac khé goi.

“Con ngudi cau dy 1 nhur vAy,” Kién Phi cudi diu dang, cti diu 16}, “Méc du lubn troi cudl, coi mo, nhung mo1 khi gip chuyén dau long, cau iy se yéu
dudi khong biét nén lim sao cho phai, nguroc lai ngudi ¢6 ¢4 tinh diém finh huréng ndi nhur cau & kién cudng, ndm ngoai dw doan ctia moi nguoi. .

Noi xong hai ngurdi déu im king nhin hang chit miu d6 trén mo bia, cing voi gach men si tréng nga kia, gitr phiit nity hinh nhu khong can phéi noi cau g,
nguoi dudi phien da cling da hieu duoc tat ca.

Luong Kién Phi nhdm mét, chép hai tay lai, 4m thim tim su va cdu nguyén dudi ddy long, nhét dinh 1 mudn tim sy cho nguoi chét yén tam. ..

“Kién Phi,” Thé VAn dtt hai tay vao tti, ling king nhin b6 hoa huéng dwong tuoi dep trén phién d4 kia, “Néu 6 n6i voi cdu, ngudi nm dudi ddy khong
phai Thé Van... cau cé tin khong?”

Lurong Kién Phi thang thdt nhin ¢6, qua thit Au moi tir trong ¢b hong thdt ra hai chit: “Gi co?”



C6 rét mudn ndi, t6 chinh o Thé Phan, ¢ chua chét, nhung t6 khong cam thiy vui vé, ngurgc i phai chiu géty vo. .. Nghe tin tirc thé nay, cau s& vui vé
hay 1 phAn nd? Cau c6 thé tha thir cho t6 khong?

Nhung ma ¢6 grong gao cudi cudi, Bic dau néi: “Khong 6 gi, chi i mot cau. . .ndi dia ma thoi.”

Kién Phi nghi hogic nhiu méy, cudi cing quay dau di chd khac, nhin vé xa xa noi: “C6 . ..t6 timg nghi t6i, néu ngudi con song 1 Thé Phéan, khong phai
Thé Van, that 14 t6t biét bao. ..”

[T 1]

“_. Nhung sau d6 t6 lai d6iy,” Kién Phi xoay dAu qua nhin c6, “Mic ké ‘cau’ 1 ai, mic ké nguoi con séng 1 ai, t& déu cam on ong trdi da khong mang
‘cau’ di, t& nghi, nguoi bi mang di nhat dinh cling cho 1a vay.”

N6i xong Kién Phi iy ra kinh mat trong tti 4o khodc deo 1én, xoay nguoi bo di, ¢o 4y khong néi “tam biét”, ciing ching quay dau vay tay, bién mit &
mot phia khac trong lim cay xanh bicc.

Thé Phén ngo ngén nhin noi bong lung kia bién mit, khoe miéng c6 kéo ra nu curdi khd nhan nhat.

Liic ra khoi nghiia trang, ¢6 By di dong goi cho Tudng Bach Lit.

“Anh biét khong, hom nay toi di thim em 4y. ..” N6i xong, ¢d cam thy cai miii cay cay, nhur i rat vt va ngin chiin ndi thurong cam muén dang trio.
“Ai? Em ghi sa0?” Tuong Bach Liét hinh nhur dang nu nuréng, dau day bén kia truyén dén tiéng ndi chao.

“Um...t6i con gip dugc ban than hdi trude.”

“C6 n6i v6i ¢d dy chua?”

o

“Thyc ra ¢6 la Thé Phan.”

“Toi nghi. . .suyt nita da ndi véi co Ay, nhung cudi cling van khong. ..
“A...co chit dang tiéc.”

“Nhur vy em gai thi sao, da ndi hét voi co dy chua?”

Cb ngdi vao trong xe, hit mjt hoi that sau: “Khong biét. . trén thyc té, t6i ciing khong biét minh nén n6i gi véi em dy, t6i nghil ring cho dii ndi gi ciing
khong the van hoi, emay s€ khong tha thir cho t61.”

Tuédng Bach Liét im king, mdt It sau, anh ta nhur B dén chd yén tinh, ding giong diéu 4m ap néi: “Hay nghe t6i ndi, néu, tit ca moi thir déu hoan doi, néu
¢0 1a nguroi da mat, c6 s€ han co ay chua?”

“,. . Khong dau.” C6 khoé khan tra loi.
“Thé thi tai sao ¢6 phéi hoang mang, tai sao phai dau khd, tai sao khong nén cau xin tha thir chi?”
“Nhung béc si, anh khong hiéu, nguoi chét khong phai t6i, ma | Thé Van!” C6 gin nhur mubn hét to.

“Y ¢b 14 tuy cO may mén C(‘)nqséng nhung con dau khé hon chét~ u,” am thanh cta anh ta 6 phin lanh ling, “Chéng I& c6 khong cam thiy y tuong nay
khong hé c6 y nghia sao? Chang I8 ¢6 nhat dinh phai mang theo noi dau d€ song tiép sao? C6 nghi rang Thé Van thich nhin thay ¢6 nhur vy ha?”

“..”Pay I 1in diu tién Tuong Bach Lict méng c6, nhung khong biét tai sao c6 khong thiy kho chiu, chi co khoe miéng nd ra ny cudi khd tya nhur khi
nhin béng hng cua Kién Phi.

Diu dang ciing dwoc, hung dit ciing duoc, ¢6 biét bon ho déu mudn gitp ¢6, mudn gitip mdt co gai quat cuong thoat khoi canh khén kho.
C5 lai hit su lan nira, ding giong diéu thoai méi ndi: “Do an trong ndi anh khong chay sao?”

“Ap

Tuong Bach Liét & dau day bén kia quat to mdt tiéng, tiép theo 14 tiéng budc chan.

“B0 bit tét ctia toi. ..”” Am thanh ciia anh ta nghe ra rat dau kho.



C6 bat cuoi: “Hy vong con c¢6 thé van hdi”
“N6i dén van hoi,” anh ta n6i, “Toi khong hé ddng ¥ v cach ndi vira rdi clia cd, t6i khong chip nhin c6 da n6i cho dindi gi ciing khong thé van hdi”
“Nhung bay gior toi phai di vin hdi bo bit tét ciia t6i trude, cho nén lan sau gip mit rdi néi.”

Tuodng Bach Liét khdng cho co bég ctr co hdi nao da clip mdy, ¢6 nhin man hinh di dong, trong long c6 chit phién mudn, nhung lai chd mong —— boi vi
anh ta noi, cd khong phai khong thé van hoi.

Khoang ba gi&r chiéu, Thé Phén lai xe tr6 vé dudi au khu chung cur, khong ngo trong thdy Vién T6 Van dang tra nguoi trén trong than tho, ¢o theo ban
nang dap phanh ngay, 10p xe va mit dat ma sat phat ra &m thanh choi tai, chd ¢ 1y lai tinh than, phat hién Vién To6 Van dang mim cudi nhin cd.

C6 khong nhin anh, im b tinh bo db xe xong rdi xubng xe di vé phia anh.

“Hom nay anh khong can di im sa0?”” C6 dimg budc tai chd cch anh hai mét, khong nhin anh mét anh.
“Em thi sa0?”” Anh khong dap ma hoi nguoc lai.

“Emc6 viée. ..” CO nhiu may, trAm n¥ic.

“Khong moi anh di n ngdi sa0?”

“Thé thi dén nha anh di.” N6i xong anh im nhur v6 y ndm tay ¢d, di ra ngoai.

C6 hoang hét mudn gidly dua, nhung phat hién ban tay giir ¢d tay ¢6 vitng chéc nhur 1 sit thép.

“Vién T6 Van!” Cudi cling ¢6 khong nhin diroc ma goi tén anh.

“Sao co?” Anh dua cd 1én xe taxi, ni dia chi, sau d6 nhan nhd nhin phong canh ngoai ctra s.

C5 thdr dai bong nhién cam thiy bat déc di, ¢6 doc lap va cd chap, duy chi hét cach véi ngudi dan 6ng trude mét nay. La boi vi su ba dao cia anh sao?
Hay 14 vi. . sy 4y ndy di khong tir biét ctia rat nhidu nim trudic?

Xe taxi ding dudi au nha anh, anh ding mdt tay thanh toan tién, tay kia nim chit c6 budc xubng xe, sau d6 nhur con nit néi: “Néu em hira v6i anh
khong chay di, anh s& thd emra.”

C6 nhiu may, van git dau dong y. Anh that s budng tay ra, nhung rit cham nhur B s ¢6 chudn di.

C6 dit hai tay vao tii, di thing Ién liu, d4y Jong nhu dang n6i: chuyén da hira voi anh, em s& khong nudt 10i nira.

Nha anh van nhu trude, tat ca mau sic déu ¢o vé uam, chi c6 tAm dém mau do trén sofa 1a bt mit, hinh nhw anh m6i mua.
“Ngdi di.” Anh tlty ¥ chi chi, sau d6 dén ti lanh trong phong bép ly ra hai chai nurée khoang, dua mbt chai cho c6.

C6 cam Iy, khong mo ra.

Anh ciing khong md ra.

hai ngudi trAm mic trong chbc lat, bdng nhién ddng thanh néi: “Anh / Em c6 161 mudn ndi véi anh. ..

Vién T Van ngin ngudi, néi: “Anh nhén ra minh khong thé chiu dung ndi. . .c4i loai ‘mip md’ nay.”

o

“Pay | phuong phéap anh da nghi rit lAu m6i nghi ra, dé tiép can em nhung khong t6n thurong em, anh chi ¢6 thé ding tat ca ban finh di m chuyén
khong phai s¢ trudng cta minh. ..”

Cb cuoi kho, khong biét nén vui hay budn.
“Nhung dém qua anh ndm trén girong, mot khi nhim it lai én nhin thiy em, anh nhan ra minh khong thich hop vdi loai quan hé mip mo nay.”

Dling vdy, 6 n6i dudi day long, emdong y.



“Lic dAu anh rat s hii,” anh cao toc, “Néu em tht sur khong phai Thé Phan ni 13 Thé Van, néu anh ngu dai yéu em, nhur vay anh nghii anh biét minh
nén lam thé nao. Anh s& r¢i khoi em, trurde khi em cam thay dau kho thi anh s€ roi xa em, sau d6 anh c6 thé tr¢ thanh mot Vién T6 Van khac da chet
long...”

(3]

“Nhung em khong phai Thé Van, emla Thé Phan, boi vy anh khong blet nén lam sao,” anh tGi gan ¢b, sg minh s& khién ¢ chay tron, anh nhan nhin
khong namtay ¢, “Mac duem gan nhu bién thanh ¢4 ay, nhung anh mét clia em chua timg thay d6i, nhur vay, ngudi phy nit ndy van khién trai tim anh
dap nhanh, 1t cude ¢d gaicua nhiéu ndm trude van . . .em hién tai du da thay di it nhiéu?”

*...Cho dit dép én ctia anh I gi,” c0 rdt cude cat 1o, “Piéu em mudn ndi voi anh B, hly quén di cd i tén i “Vién Thé Phan® di, giong nhur anh d ndi
tr6s thanh mdt Vién T6 Van khéc.”
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“Tai sa0?!” Trong nhay mét, anh ndi gian.
“Boi vi em khong yéu anh. ..” C6 nghe duoc am thanh minh rit binh finh n6i, nhung van khong dam ngang du nhin nt anh.

Anh trimg nit, ngu01 khong dé dang noi glan nhu anh da b1 choc glan hoan toan: “’Ihe tai sao ]an nao em cung theo anh dén rap chiéu phim? Tai sao

“La vi...” C6 rét mudn ndi ra nguyén do, nhung trong dau lai tréng rong,

“.. Emmudn néi voi anh Em khong yéu anh sao? Vay thi em hily ndi cho anh biét nhur thé nao mdi goi 1 yéu, em mudn anh kim sao moi ¢6 thé khién em
yéu anh?”

C6 mim mdi, trude mét tré nén mo hd, c6 khong thé tra 11 cau hoi ctia anh, mot chit ciing khong dap dugc.
Anh viron tay ndm cim cd, ndng mét ¢d 1én, nic dit trong mit ¢6 1 nurée miét, nhung ¢6 van quat cuong khong nhin anh,

“Emda chiu thira nhan minh k& Thé Phin, tai sa0 em khong chiu thira nhén em van con yéu anh?” Giong anh khan khan, kich dong phén nd vira rdi dan
tan bién, ma thay vao d6 1a cam xtic mit mat.

(T3]

Bdng nhién anh ci ¢iu hén ¢6, mém nhe nhung tran day manh mé, dudng nhur dang cau xin gi d6.

C5 c6 thé cam gidc duge mdi ludi dm ap ciia anh, cing véi tréi tim ddp manh cta minh.

Anh dang tay 6m chat cd, van hén ¢6 diu dang nhu'véy, SO r?mg sé doa} dén co, nhung lai chuyén ché kh()ng cho c6 chay trdn. Co khong biét lam sao,
céanh tay anh nhe nhang ma manh m€ cho du lam thé nao ciing khong day ra dugc, co bat giac ha miéng muodn bao dirng, nhung bi anh hon sau hon,
giong nhur lam sao ciing khong thé tach ra.

C6 thoi chdng cur, theo ban ning hoa hop véi anh, c6 chot quén hét moi thir, quén di 4c mong cia tam nam trede, quén di su dAu tranh clia tamnam
nay, quén di moi hanh phtic va xtic dong, cling quén tit ca bi thuong va dau Kkho. ... C6 chi nhé mdt diéu, I mdt budi tdi ndm trén dinh nii ngim sao ciia
nhiéu nam vé trude, mdt dém sao trdi 1o rang ma Bp lanh, tya nhu dnh it anh. ..

“Nhur vay...” Anh bdng nhién buéng ¢b ra, mim cudi néi, “Em con ddm néi em khong yéu anh khong?”

C6 nhin anh, trong nhdy mét nhur 13 tréng thay chang trai thich tro dia dai, con c6 khudn mit tuoi cudi sau khi thye hién thanh cong, c6 déy anh ra,
ching hé ton cong, sau do xoay ngudi mudn di.

Anh voi vang di theo 6m ]éy c0 tir phia sau, ¢6 khong nhin théy sdc mit cta anh, nhung c6 biét anh dang so hii, c6 I8 sg co gin, so co mudn di.
C6 cudi khd, ¢ khong tirc gidn nhung ma c6 thit sy mudn di.
Anh lai bt dAu hon c6, tir vanh tai dén sau gy, duong nhu anh du nhé r& mdi mdt noi min cam ctia ¢d, anh hon dén mirc khién ¢6 khin tnrong

Cb bt dau gidy dua, trong long dang kén n§i hoang mang khéng biét tir dau t61, nhung cang gidly da c6 cang cam thiy hoang sg. Anh xoay vai c6 qua,
dat co6 Ién tuong, anh niit 13 101, ¢ bict dieu do dai dién cho duc vong day Ién trong long anh.

“Vién T6 Van > ¢6 mubn “d4nh thire” anh, nhung miépg lai bi aph chén lai tho bao, lic nay anh da tré nén dién cuéng, khong con Ia Vién T4 Van
binh tinh cao ngao kia, ma 1a mdt ngudi dan 6ng khong muon che giau ban thén nita.

Anh bong nhién bdng ¢ 1én, d4 ving cira phong ctia minh, rdi ném c6 1én girdng, ¢6 con chura kip hét thi anh da phi trén ngudi ¢6, bat dau cdi quan 40
cua co.



“Vién T6 Van, anh dién rdi?!” C6 phan khang, nhung khong ¢6 hiéu qué.

Ngon tay anh mon trén bau ngure cua ¢o, vi thé ¢6 khong nhin dwoc ma run ry, anh im Eing, tir dAu dén cudi déu im king, nhung 4nh mét dwong nhu
khong chit khach sao néi: anh nudn em.

Anh ngdi day, mau chéng céi 4o ctia minh, ching ton bao nhiéu stre diit c6 nim Ién giudng An nita, cho dit ¢6 mubn nhan co hoi chay trén.

C0 nhin 4nh it anh, bong nhién hiéu dugc, anh dang tire gin, ny hon dju dang ban dau chi i mot loai che giu, thuc ra trong long anh nhét dinh da tirc
dién roi bdi vi 6 ndi ¢d khong yéu anh. ..

Anh vira coi quan 40 vira hon cd, ¢b gidly dua nhung lai khong nhin dwoc m cuoi én.

A, 'anh van la chang trai cb clﬁp kia, ngoai duc vong dudi day long ra, anh con cb clﬁp mubn chirng minh bon ho van yéu nhay, c6 bat cuoi bdi sy cb
chap nay ctia anh——

La kho so sao? Khong phai.
La tirc gidn sao? Khong phai.

C6 chi I bi anh choc cudi, ¢ 1& nhu Tuong Bach Liét n6i, khi “Thé Phan” rdi khoi thé gioi nay, thoi gian ciia ¢b ngimg lai, thoi gian clia anh. . .cling
ngtmg lai theo,

Anh van J chang trai “toc vang” khong cho phép ¢6 néi kiéu toc ctia anh khé coi, van ciing cd ngim sao, bao ¢d khong dugc phép roi khoi anh, vén
Vién T6 Van thich dan c6 di xem phim kinh di sau d6 nhan co hdi omcb. ..

Hoéa ra, anh van i anh.

Anh cam giac duoc ¢d cudi, vi thé anh budng mdi ¢o ra, nghiém tic nhin co.

C6 vAn cudi, cudi dén toe toét, boi vi khudn mit nghiém tiic clia anh, gidng nhu minh dang lm chuyén quan trong c& ndo, thiéng liéng biét bao.

C6 rat mudn ndi, Vién TS Van, anh dimg néo loan.

Nhung anh khong cho ¢6 co hdi ndo, ma van nghiém tic nhur trude rdi tiép tuc, cho dén khi co hét nhin ndi kéu kén. ..

Thé Phan di vio thang méy, 4n nit “31”, sau d6 ngo ngic dua vao tudng, ¢6 phin khong thé tin vira roi minh da lam gi.

Vién T6 Vén khéac vi tim nim trude, anh ngi rat say, 1 boi vi anh khong so ¢6 bo di sao? Hay 1 vi anh trds thanh mot nguoi dan ong khong biét so hai?
C5 Iy ra hai ban tay dit trong t0i, phat hién ching né dang run rdy, c6 & trai tim ¢6 ciing dang run rdy theo.

Ra khoi thang may, ¢6 mo cira phong, sau d6 di tim trude.

Khi nurde 4m gidi rira khuon mit ¢, trong dau c6 hién ra canh twong sau khi Vién TS Van thirc dy khong nhin thiy ¢6, c6 ding sirc dui nit, mudn
khién chinh minh tréng khong yeu 6t.

Tém rira xong, cd bat méy tinh, dudi goc phéi ctia man hinh xuat hién mdt khung dbi thoai, nhéc nhé ¢ ¢ thu moi. C6 nhin dia chi giri dén, ngo ngic
co toc, cudi cling van Ky diiing khi mi mo ra.

Tinh cu c6 don:
Emkhée khong?
Rét vui khi nhan duoc th ctia em, chi khong biét em c6 bang long dé chi doc bire thur ndy trong tiét muc hay khong, vi thé chi quyét dinh hdi am cho em

V& cau hoi em da dua ra, cau tra o cta chi li: chi s& dau dng, kho chiu, nhung khong sao ¢4, chi can ngudi con séng cho ring sinh ménh ctia minh ¢6 ¥
nghia 1a tot r6i. Song hodc chét, rat nhieu lic khong phai do ching ta tu quyet dinh, mdt khi ¢ nhu vy, can gi co chap 1ot cudc 1a ai song, ai chét?

Puong nhién, ddy chi 1 y kién c4 nhan ciia chi dé tham khéo thoi.

Miit khéc, khong biét tai sao, chi luén c6 cam giac hinh nhwr da quen biét em, chiing ta d3 timg gip nhau chura nhi?
Chic em cang ngay cang khong c6 don!

Tao Thu Lo

Thé Phén tira trén hrng ghé, cam thay minh khong biét gi ca, hinh nhur mbi nguoi déu cho ring viée d6 khong sao, nhung néu thét sur gip chuyén nhur



vay, bon ho s& ra sao chir?

C6 nghi t61 Tir Mic, ¢b gai chét phéc 4m thim quan tim dén “Thé Van”, ¢ 4y ciing nghii vy sao? C Ay ciing s& cho ring bt uan 14 chi hay em gai
con song, déu khong sao ca u?

C6 nhin dong hd trén tudng, murdi hai gio. .
C6 bé I lem cudi cing d trd vé nguyén hinh.

Ny hom sau, d6i v6i Thé Phén | mdt tudn vira moi bt dau. C6 lo daing thirc ddy, rira mit, ra ngoai, hinh nhur trong dau dang suy nghi rét nhicu
chuyén, nhung lai hinh nhu chang suy nghi gi.

Cb di vao cao ¢ cong ty cho thang may, vira ngAng dau da nhin thdy Vién T6 Van dang ndi cuoi véi dong nghiép, c6 ngin ngudi, rat hiém khi thdy anh
nhu vay, hinh nhu tAm trang rat tot.

Bdng nhién anh quay du nhin ¢, 4nh it binh finh ma thong dong, hinh nhur lai bién thanh mdt ngudi dan dng chin chan.

C6 xoay mit qua khong nhin anh, ¢6 cam nhin dugc thinh thoang anh doi tAm it vé phia ¢, lai to ra lanh ling, giéng nhur. . .chura timg xay ra chuyén
i, twra nhur bon ho van 1a cap trén va cap dudi khong an y voi nhau.

Thang méy t6i ri, ¢ dinh ki lai, nhung lai bi dam ngudi déng sau diy vao thang méy.

Vira ngang dau Ién, khong biét anh dimg trude mét cd tir lic nio.

Nhitng ddng nghiép khac nhin thdy c6 déu than thién chao hoi, ¢d ciing git dau voi timg ngudi, chi khong nhin anh.

Pdng nghiép bén canh con mudn ndi tiép dé tai khi nily, nhung Vién T6 Van chot xi mt, khién cho bau khong khi trd nén gurong gao.

C6 cti dau, lan dau tien cém,tlﬁy di thang méy 1 chuyén day vo thé ndo. Ciing may sau khi cira mo ra dong lai miy 1n thi da dén noi c6 lam viée, ¢6 voi
vang lao ra ngoai, di thang dén van phong minh, con chura vao ctra thi di dong da vang lén.

Trén man hinh nhéy ra day s6 khong cin nhin ciing biét 1 ai. C6 dong cira vin phong, dinh Ay lai tinh thin mdi bat may.
“Em dirng ndi véi anh ngiy hom qua xay ra chuyén gi em déu quén hét roi.” Loi dao dau ctia anh rét trre tiép, ngay ca giong diéu ciing cimg ngic.
“Chét tiét, em dirg néi nhitng 101 vo nghiia voi anh, anh khong tin, ciing khong mubn nghe!”

[T3E ]

“Khong muén n6i chuyén?”’ Sau khi ¢6 im king mdt hdi chang biét im sao, anh bong nhién rét binh finh hoi han, nhung c6 biét d6 1 yén binh trude con
bao tap.

“Nhitng 101 em muén ni, anh n6i anh khong tin, ciing khéng nudn nghe, thé thi em con c6 thé néi gi chi?”

[T

“Vién Thé Phan,” anh nhu 13 ¢ ging khién minh binh tinh tr6 lai, “Em thé nay anh c6 thé hiéu ki em dang dva gion voi anh khong?”

(T3]

“C6 thé...” C6 gia vor ndi rét ty nhién, sau d6 bt gide che miéng lai, so miéng minh s& thdt ra bat cir am thanh run rdy nio.

“Emdiia gion véi anh ciing khong sao, nhung tai sao em ciing mudn diia gion véi ban than? Tai sao em khong thé thanh that di dién chinh minh?”
Cb cb gang ding 4m thanh binh tinh nht n6i: “Tam biét.”

Sau do, c6 khép di dong lai, chan nan ngdi trén ghé, c6 khong tin anh s& budng tha ¢b nhur vy, nhung it nhat, anh s& thir khién minh tinh tao lai.
Nhur véy biét d4u, anh s& nghiém ttc phén tich mdi quan hé ndy, n6i khong chimg cudi cling anh s& cam thdy bon ho khong hé thich hop. ..

Bai vi ¢6 1a ngurdi khong thich hop véi hanh phic

sau khi cudp di moi thir ctia mot ngurdi nao do.



Ca ngay trai qua tam trang hot hoang, hon nita giét}g nhu ¢6 dodn trude, Vien T6 Van khong dén tim c6, vai ngiy sau c6 thinh thoang gip phai Shelly
thur ky ctia anh ¢ hanh lang, nghe chi ta phan nan vé sép ctia minh. C6 nhanh chéng bo di, khong dam nghe k¥ cang, ¢6 nghi, ¢6 I 1a vi tim trang anh
khong tot cho lam. ..

Chéing qua, tAm trang khong 5t ciing khong phai chi ¢6 minh anh.

122

Edit: Sam

“Tam trang ctia ¢6 cO vé sa stit nhi.” Sang thir bay, Tudng Bach Liét vira nhin thiy ¢6 lién n6i cau nay trudc tién.

“Camon...” C6 ngdi vao cai ghé goi 1 “ghé Freud” kia, chun bi bit dau tim Iy tri libu lan nita.

“A.” anh ta d3t bia Ién ban, “Thé thi xemra con chua gay go nhi, it nht ¢6 noi ‘cdmon’, khong mic ké t61.”

“D6 14 vi t6i khong biét nén tra 10i thé ndo, 6i khong mudn vira t6i da choc gidn anh. ..”

“0,” Tuong Bach Liét nhin vai, “Ctr ndi di, t6i s& khong gian.”

“.. Miéng bo bit tét Ian trude cta anh sau d6 thé nao?”

[T3E1]

“.. Puoc rdi, toi thira nhan t6i bi choc gidn.” Anh ta ngdi trén ghé sau ban, cti dau viét gi d6, khong nhin ¢.

“Toi xin 11, t6i khong ¢6 ¢b ¥, nhung anh bao ti im viy. ..” C6 xua tay khong biét nén n6i tiép thé nao.

“Bay gid' tm trang t5t hon chut chua?””

“..C6 & vay.”

Tuong Bach Liét ngang dau, mim cudi n6i: “Néu am t6i tirc gidn c6 thé khién c6 d& chiu mot chit, vay thi toi co thé gian tiép. ..
Thé Phan nhin anh ta, cudi ciing 16 ra nu cuoi bat dic di “Co gai dwoc anh thich nhét dinh rat hanh phic nhi?”

“0, ding viy,” anh ta git dau, “Hién tai c6 4y qua that rat hanh phiic, nhung khong phéi i boi vi duoc t6i thich.”

“C6 thé... .n6i vé cd dy khong?”

Anh ta nhiu my: “Rét cude ¢6 I bac sihay 6i 1 bac si?”

“Thinh thoang ¢6 thé hoén d6i véi toi bt chit, tdi ké cho anh nghe nhiéu chuyén cua minh nhu vay.” C6 nan ni, ¢6 & cling khong phii thit sw mudn biét
chuyén cua nguoi khac, nhung nuon biet nhur theé nao mdi xem nhur 14 hanh phuic.

Tuédng Bach Ligt do du vai gidy, rdi ndi: “Um. .. C6 4y 1 ddng nghiép hdi trurde cia toi, ciing gidng cd, da xay ra mdt vidc, vi thé xa xir ra mrdc ngoai
lam viéc.”

“Diémnao clia co ay da thu hit anh?”

“Khong biét,” mdt tay anh ta chdng dau, vé miit boc truc, “C6 18 tira nhur ¢d ting ndi, t6i s& thich loai ngudi giéng nhur t6i, ¢6 Ay tring hop i ngwdi nhu
vay.”

“Bay gidr ¢6 4y dang Am gi? hai nguoi con lién lac v6i nhau khong?”

“Co Ay la ngroi Thirong Hai, tim mdt cong viée ¢ day, ching t6i ciing thuong xuyén gip mt, nhung chi 1 ban than, ngudi cd 4y thich thuc ra a anh trai

ctia co ay.

“Gico?!”

“Thét c6 101,” anh ta cao tdc, “Khong phai anh em rudt, 1a loai quan h¢ khong co huyét théng éy, anh trai cO éy duoc nhan nubi.”
“A...rét giéng tinh tiét trong phim truyén hinh.”

Anh ta cudi cudi: “Toi nghil chuyén ctia ¢6 con dic sic hon ca phim truyén hinh.”



“Um...” C6 bong nhién thér dai néi, “C6 &, ding vay...”
“Cho nén, rat nhiéu chuyén ngay It phat sinh, ching ta khong hé cho ring n6 s& tao thanh anh huong gi ddi voi minh, nhung cudi cing khi quay d4u lai,

ching ta thirdng hay phat hién, néu lic Ay ‘m nhur vay’, hoac | Iuc 4y khong ‘lm nhur vy’ thi t6t roi. Nhung diéu do khong hé quan trong, cai quan
trong 3, khi chuyén da xay ra, ching ta nén di mét v6i n6 ra sao.’

(T3]

“Bac si, t6i c6 thé hoi anh mdt cau khong?”
B“?”
“Anh cho réng, néu T Mic. . .biét duoc sy that, co fiy sé ra sao? S& tha thir cho t61 chr?”

Tudng Bach Ligt nhur 1 rét himg thi v6i cau hoi ctia ¢6, anh ta suy nghil tht iu, cudi cling moi néi: “Lay su hiéu biét clia t6i vé ¢o Ay, t0i nghi ¢o Ay s&
hiéu....”

Thé Phén khong néim chic sy thong hiéu ma anh ta n6i vé Tir Mic 14 bao nhiéu, nhung néu anh ta ndi vy, trong long c6 dwong nhur dit xudng mot hon
d4 16n, bong nhién sinh ra mot chit ding khi.

Liic cude gap mit sip két thiic, Tudng Bach Liét chot ni: “Chiing ta ¢6 thé gip nhau thém bdn ndm Jan, sau d6 tam thoi chAm diirt quan hé gitta béc si
tamly va bénh nhan.”

o
“C6 I8 Thang sau t6i s& trd vé New York ¢ mot thoi gian, da 1au khong vé nha, ngudi trong nha hinh nhu rét tirc gian.”
“O...” C6 kinh ngac nhin anh ta, n6i khong nén 1oi.

“Dimg ra vé luyén tic, 16i chi & mot thoi gian rdi s trd lai”

“Nhung ma...”” C6 nhiu may, “Anh that s s& tr6 vé chir?”

“Puong nhién....” Anh ta twoi cuoi khé 4, “Noi ndy ¢6 ngui t6i thich, mon an, thanh phd, cing ¢6 céc bénh nhén yéu men t0i, 01 nghl toi nhat dinh s&

trd ve.
“Um. ..thé thi anh n6i phai gitt 161 d4y.”

“Plng nhu vy, t6i con chua dima, da mudn am t6i khoc 1di sa0?”” Anh ta nhin vai.

C6 mim cuoi, ny cudi bat déc di nhung that tinh,

“Ding rdi, 1an trurde goi dién anh ndi, 16i khong phai khong thé van hdi. . . lan nay c6 thé noi cho toi biét khong?”

“A.” Tuong Bach Liét git dau, noi, “Boi vi co con sdng tht, co thé séng vui vé, khi ¢ quén di ndi dau nay, khong phai da van hoi tat ca rdi sao?”
“Boi vi ¢6 lai ¢6 thé gidng nhur lic ban dau, Bmmdt Vién Thé Phan chan that, thing thén thinh khan, khong che gidu gi hét.”

Ca ngdy chu nht, Thé Phan déu thu don phong ¢, c6 chot yéu thich cam giéc nay, hinh nhwr khong can suy nghf gi ca, chi 1én ké hoach lam sao sip xép
tirng mon d6 gon gang ngén nap.

Hoi truée c6 khong phai vay, ding thir gi xong thi tign tay dt & mdt chd, trong phong ludn 1on xon, mbi fin mudn tim gi 6, 6 déu s& hoi me hodc
Thé Van, ky quai I, ho luon biét ¢o dit dd & dau.

C6 nghi réng, d6 1 vi ho rat hiéu c6 ching?

C6 cam thdy minh nhur vay 1 hanh phic, dwoc nguoi khac hiéu, hozc i n6i, biét minh duoc thong hiéu. Nhung sau do, khi c6 tro thanh * Thé Van”, ¢6
dan dan quén mét diémnay, ¢6 luén sdng trong thé giéi ctia minh, méc dit moi thir déu sip dait rat ¢ trédt tw, nhung van khong tim thiy thir mudn tim

C6 1§ & trong thAm tAm ¢0 cling chiing thay doi bao nhiéu, nhung loai hanh phiic dugc thong hiéu da danh rof tai goc ndo do tir v, khi o quay dau lai,
phét hién hanh phiic nhé bé nay lai & khip noi, chi 1 c6 khong nhin dén ma thoi.

Tir trong thing gidy 6 Iy ra timg mon dd, phén biét can than, sau do dat ching tai noi chiing nén 6. Mot hop gidy mau lam dit dudi ciing thing gidy, ¢6
cam Ién xem, nhin k¥ cang, bong nhién ngac nhién mod to mat.



Trong hop gidy 1 mot chiéc mil hrdi trai méu lam, d6 13. . .qua sinh nhét ctia Vién TS Van. D6 1 mon qua chua timg 6 co hdi tang cho anh.

C6 nh6 t6i tim anh tip nguoc trén ban anh, dau toc anh vang hoe, 4nh niit rit sic bén, vi thé ¢6 mua chiéc mil i trai ndy, mudn che khudt méi toc ciia
anh, con ¢6 anh mat ctia anh —— thé thi trong anh c6 vé diu dang hon mit ti.

C6 cAm chiéc mil trong tay, nhin dén thin the, hinh nhu tit ca qua khir déu xuét hién trude mét. Néu con 4c mdng kia khong xay ra, néu 6 nhur nguyén
tang mon qua sinh nhat ndy. .. The thi hién tai bon ho s& nhur the nao day?

La mot d6i v chong hoa thuan? Hay i mdt ciip oan gia da di trén con duong riéng ctia minh tir Au?

Nhung tira nhur 161 Tudng Bach Liét ndi, diéu d6 khong co ¥ nghiia i, diéu c6 nén lam chinh 1 d6i mét véi cude sdng ctia minh i thoi.

Chudng cira d6t nhién vang Ién, c6 dimg day rira tay, ngdp ngimg dén truée méit meo nhin ra bén ngoai thira [a Tir Mic.
“Sao vay?” C6 md cua.

Khuén mt von cimg nhic ctia Tir Miic e nay img do, dnh mét dao dong bét dinh: “C6 bia khong? Ctia t6 udng hét roi. ..

N6i xong, c6 dy di thing vio phong bép luc loi.

“Xemra cAu dd udng nhiéu roi.” Thé Phin déng cira lai, phat giac diém bét thurong ciia Tir Mic, ¢6 voi vang di qua gianh Iy bia.
“Té mubn ubng. ..” Tir Miic biu mbi, nhur 1 dang nhong nho.

“C6 thé n6i cho t6 biét da xay ra chuyén gi khong?”” C6 khong dung ting Tir Miic, mé cat bia vao trong ngin tii rat cao.

Tt Mic mo hd im king, quay dau di chd khac khong nhin co.

“La...vé Hang Ty sa0?” C thir do hoi.

Tt Mac khong tra 1o, qua mot hdi lAu moi khe gat dau.

“Lai ddy di, t6 thiy cau khong nén ubng nita, nhung néu cau mudn bon minh ¢6 thé n6i chuyén.” C6 d Tir Miic ngdi kén sofa trong phong khéch.
T Mac bSng nhién mim cudi, noi: “Gigng di¢u cua cu. . Tht giéng Tudng Bach Ligt...”

“Vay cau coi t¢ 1a anh ta duge o1

[T3E 1]

“Bay gid t6 tuyén bd bt dau tri lidu.”

Tur Mic khong duoc tu nhién ma gii dau, rdi gii nit, nhu B hoc sinh sép giao phiéu diém

“.. Puoc rdi, néu cau cam thdy ky quic, t6 ciing c6 thé tuyén b tri liéu chdm dut.”

T Mic chin chd chde it m6i n6i: “Té cam thdy. . .hinh nhw minh, Tuén khong biét dugc ngudi khic suy nghil cai gl. . .nhét 3 Hang Tu.”

“A, t¢ nghil. . .thure ra ngoai ban than minh ra thi rat it nguoi s& tht sy biét dugc ngudi khac suy nghii gl, cho nén. ..dé khong phai i mot van dé.”
“Nhung m,” Tir Miic nhéin nhé mit may, “Té khong ¢ cach ndo doén duoc suy nghi ciia anh Ay. . .c6 phai té qua ngu ngde khong?”’

“Khong, khong phéi, d6 khong phai ngdc, ma L. . .thét tha.”

“Chéng qua I loai thét tha khong du diing khi.” C6 mim cuoi, tir trong day long mudn cd vii Tir Mic.

“C6 I8 cau nodi ding. ..” Tir Mic nhe giong ndi, khudn miit von nhin nhé dan dan tha long,

“Thé Van...”



“Hum?” C6 ngap nglng tra 101,

“Connho, t& da tirng noi voi cau, to rAt vui vi nguoira di A chi cu chir khdng phai cdu khong?”

“Ky that, sau do t& da suy nghi ki cang, cam thay minh n6i vy i khong dung”

“Té khong phai thiy vui vé cai chét ctia Thé Phan —— thur ra t6 ciing rat budn, y ctia t& 1 cu con sng i chuyén tot, cu hiéu khong?”

“Um...” Co gat dau.

“A, vay la t6t rO1.” Ny cudi rét cude da xuét hién trén mit T Mac, mic du hoi cing ngéc, nhung co biét d6 1a nu cudi thoai méi ctia TG Mac.
“Néu...” C6 nghe duoc tiéng minh ndi, “Td 1 Thé Phan, ma khong phai 1 Thé Van, cau con cam thiy wui vé khong?”

“Gi c0?...” Séc mit ciia Tir Mic giong nhu Lirong Kién Phi hom d6, chéing qua Tir Miic khong thé hién ra minh qua kinh ngac, chi 14 hoi ngd ngang,
“..”C6 ching n6i g, khoe miéng kéo ra nu cudi khd, ¢ & lic ndy s& gidng nhur 1an trude, khong thé ndi ra miéng,
“A!” Tir Miic bong nhién nhur 13 nhan ra gi d6, chi vao ¢d, khong n6i nén 1oi.

“Cau that . .. Thé Phan?”

“..” C6 khong gt dau, ciing khong Fc dAu, chi i ngd nging

Pén t6t cling, Tir Miic s& dbi xir véi ¢6 ra sao, ¢6 thé tha thir cho c6 hay khong?

T Méc dung day, ldo ddo chay toi cua, thép giong ndi: “Ké lra ddo...cau 1a ké lra dao!”
N6i xong, ¢ dy md cira Xong ra ngoai.

Pong hd qua e trén twong kéu tich tic, Thé Phan con ngo ngéc ngdi trén sofa, cd bong nhién rat mubn goi dién cho Tudng Bach Liét, noi voi anh ta:
anh doén sai ri.

“Chao budi t0i cac vi thinh gi, lai dén thoi gian Thr Lo durge gip o0 moi ngwdi tai song dién tlr, tudn nay khong biét tai sao New York chot tré nén rat
ndng, dai khi trong ndi day 1a thoi tiet hiém thay tir may chuc nam nay, nhung hinh nhu moi nguoi khéng quan tim cho lam.

Hom nay nhén dugc thu ciia mot ban thinh gia tré tudi, ¢6 Ay chi m6i 16 tudi, nhung da bt dau phién mudn vé cude sdng va Iy trong sau ndy, c0 4y noi:
chi Thu Lo camon ban da dung ‘chi’ dé goi Thu Lo, ma khong phai 1 ‘di” —— lic chi doi niit voi sy lua chon, chi lam thé nao d¢ lay diing khi,
1a diéu gi cho chi sttc manh?

Pay that sy |a mot vin dé. . day ap strc song tré - trung, thét ra khi Thu Lo doc dén thic mic cta ban, t6i bdng nhién nhé lai thoi thidu ni¥ cua minh,
nhung ma trong ky tre nam 16, 17 tudi ciia t6i déu I tiéu thuyét, truyén tranh, tap chi, bang nhac. Khi d6 t0i hoan toan khong c6 théic mic vé tuong lai,
61 mubn Bm g, mudn trd thanh ngudi thé nao, mubn thi vao dai hoc ndo. .. van van, nhimg vén dé nay t6i hoan toan chua nghl to1. Néu co phlen ndo thi
cing chi la *khong lAm xong bai tap ngay i thi phai lam sao déy’ dai loai thé, nhung ngay sau d6 t6i s& lp tirc ném nhing vin dé d6 ra sau dau, boi vi
chi can tién vao thé gidi trong sach, t6i c6 thé quén hét tat ca co &, day la strc manh va diing khi cua to1.

Theo tubi tac I6n dan, phién ndo va hoang mang cling cang ngay cang nhiéu hon, ¢6 khi s& cam thiy 4p hrc cude sdng rat 1on, nhung nghi nguroc lai, sire
manh va diing khi nhan dugc cungcangnhleuhon Nguoi nha, nguoi yéu, ban be, nhitng ngudi & bén canh ching ta danh sy yéu mén cho ching ta, do
ciing la mot loai strc manh, duong nhién t6i rat may mén, con ¢6 nhing ban thinh gia dang Jing nghe tiét muc & mdt song dién tir khac —— nhung néu
mubn khic phuc khé khiin va 6 dugce chién thing chan chinh, ky thit thudng xuyén 1 do ban than minh, khi ching ta cam thiy chinh minh tran ddy st
manh thi m6i ¢6 diiing khi dé di tiép.

Nhur vy, cac ban thinh gia dang ling nghe tiét muc vao ltic ndy, d6i véi céc ban, diéu gi da cho ban strc manh va diing khi? Hop thur ctia Thur Lo luon
ludn rdng md véi cac ban, ti€p theo xin hily lang nghe mdt ca khiic trude nhé...”

Thé Phan dang cdm ca phé, ngdi trén bé cira sd trong phong khach, nhin dén neon & ding xa, né c6 vé 1ong lanh trong bau troi xanh thim

Di dong rung rung trén bé ctra da cam thach, phat ra tiéng vang dir doi, sau vai cai lién ngimg ngay, ¢6 biét I tin nhin ma khong phai goi dién dén, vi thé
qua that Iau c6 moi cam Ién xem

21:03: 08 dang lam gi?”



Gili tin nhin cho 6 khong dau khong dudi nhur vay, e ring chi c6 mjt nguoi. ..

“21: 14: 02 ngdy nguoi.”

“21:15:00 néuzmhkhéngthnem, emdinh cr coi anh 14 ngudi xa la ca doiu?”

“21:16: 44 ¢6 I& vy, ngudi xa la ciing khong phai khong co gi tbt.”

“21:18: 31 tai sao? Tai sao khi da biét hét moi chuyén em van con tir chdi anh?”’

C6 ngo ngac nhin dong chir trén méan hinh, trong long dau nhéi, nhung ¢6 van cong khde miéng tra 1i.
“21:22: 57 hai ngudi khong c6 duyén phén tai sao nhat dinh phai & bén nhau?”’

“21:25: 08 anh tudng minh rat hidu em, nhung xemra khong phai 101, co I Thé Phén s anh hiéu rd chinh 1 ¢6 i trwde ddy coi mod va that tha, em 1
ai ha? La cai bong sao? Cai bong ctia Theé Van va Theé Phan, khong thé tré thanh mdt trong hai ngudi?”

C6 dimg day, hoi ban khoan lo Eing, hinh nhur anh da néi tring mot ndi dau 4n su dudi day long,

Qua thit Ay, ¢b hau nhur nghi ring cudc dbi thoai nay s& két thiic 1€ hai nhur vy, thi anh noi.

“21:55: 30 anh ciing timg trd thanh mdt ngudi khic, trong tim nam troi anh dan dan bude ra khoi ndi dau mit em, gan nhur sép thanh cong, nhung anh
lai gp em, em mang anh tr¢ vé, lic ndy 6 1€ anh phai ding nhicu thoi gian hon nita moi ¢6 the quén het tat ca, nhung anh tuyét doi khong ban tim ——
boi viemda gitip anh tim duge con ngudi trude day, mdt Vien T6 Van ngay ca ban than anh suyt nita cling quén mét. Vi thé, du gidng nhur 1o em 16},
ching ta 14 hai ngudi khong c6 duyen phéan, nhung néu em ciing c6 thé tim vé chinh minh, em khong con 1 cai bong ctia bt ctr ai, nhu vay da di rdi, t
nhit d6i véi anh thé i da rdi.

C6 thé nguwdi ken girong, nhin bau trdi dém ngoai cira s0, ¢6 ¢6 thé lira anh ndi minh khong yéu anh, nhung ¢6 khong thé ndo lira déi tréi tim minh ——
trai tim d6 da ngp tran moi mdt ny cudi clia anh.

Tuén cubi ctng cua Thang tu, mura roi ra rich, héu nhur moi ngurdi déu mic 40 khodc miu den, xanh thAm hogic 3 mau dat, hinh nhur chi ¢6 méu séc nhur
vy m6i ¢6 thé phdi voi bau troi than chi.

Sang som trude khi ra ngoai, Thé Phan nhin thiy quan 40 phoi bén ngoai trén ban cong ctia Tir Miic déu bi mira imudt, vi thé c6 di gb cira nha Tir
Mic, nhung khong c6 ai tra 101,

Cb that than di vao thang méy, con s6 dang nhy trén bang dién tir, cam giac di xudng ap t6i manh ms.

D6i véi Tir Miic, Thé Van ¢6 & b mdt nguroi ban ma ¢6 Ay thich nhit, ngudi ban nay da bi cudp di, thay bang mot ngudi vung vé khac cho nén T

Mic moi goi 6 1a “ké lra ddo”, mot ké lra dao khong thé tha th.

C6 lai xe chay ra gara, troi mura khér}g 16m Am, nhung lai che khcﬁ‘a kinh trén xe, trude m:Elt co ]a mot ma.nh mo hd. Co rm can gat nuéc, b5ng nhién
phat hién suyt nita minh dung tring bon hoa ¢ voi vang thang lai, trong long phap phong bat dinh, nhat thoi khong biét nén lam gi bay gio.

Di dong dit trén ngin xe, ¢6 Iy lai binh tinh rdi moi bt may: “A 1677
“La t6.” Am thanh lau ngiy khong gip ctia Thach Thu Théan, cach ca Théi Binh Duong, bdng nhién khién nguoi ta rat mudn khoc.
“‘0...”

“T6 xin 161, trurde khi di khong ndi véi cau, 1 vi khong mudn moi nguoi budn ba,” giong diu cta anh ta rét thoai mai, “Plmg lo ling, t6 rét t(")t,q cam thiy
quyét dinh I trude cta minh i diing, con ngudi vao mot thoi diém nhét dinh cin phéi nhin xem thé giéi bén ngoai céu thi sao, dao nay on chir?”’

“Um...” C6 nhe nhang kéo thing tay, twa kg vao ghé, “Ciing 6n, cau dimg lo.”

“Thét sa0?”” Anh ta bdng nhién thip giong, “Nhung Hang Tur néi, cau va Tir Mic cdi nhau.”
“. .A,” 6 cudi khd, “Céu a‘iy thét ndi vay sao?”

“Diing thé.”

... Thire ra ciing khong phéi cai nhau, chi B cau Ay gian to thoi”

Tiéng cudi ctia Thach Thy Thin vang lén tir dau day bén kia: “C6 18 vé chuyén nay, ngudi khén trurong hon 1 Hang Ty chir khong phai cau va Tir Mic
m. 2

C6 ciing bat gidc mim cudi, khong phai boi vi 101 néi clia anh ta, ma 1 boi vi ¢6 thé nghe duge mot Thach Thu Thin coi md nhur viy.



“Dao ndy thoi tiét & New York thét thirdng qua, nong mudn chét...”

“U, t6 biét.”

“Cau ciing biét?”

“Nghe néi trong tiét myc radio.”

“A.L

“Dling 101, ¢6 1o, “Pay la s6 dién thoai cta cau u?”

“Pling vdy, con chua ndi véi cau,” anh ta diu dang noi, “BAt cir lic ndo goi cho t6 cling dugc.”

“ . Puoge.” C6 rau 1i tra 1, trong du xuat hién mot co gai hudng ndi va rut ré, ¢d gai d6 timg yéu Thach Thy Than.
Néu em 4y nhin thiy mot Thach Thy Than nhur viy, c6 18 cling cam thay vui mimg phai khong?

“Vui Ién di, t6 tin twong cho du I3 chuyén gi cling khong lam khé céu duge.”

“Camon cau, déc biét goi dién cho t6.”

“Thé. . t6 phai ctp may day?”

“Khoan da...”

“Ham?”

“Céu hay. . .giir gin sttc khoe.”

“Tambiét...”

“Tambiét.”

bit di dong xqéng, Thé Phén nhin qua can gat nuoe dang chuyén dong, c6 bt gidc nhoén miéng cudi. C6 phat hién khong bié't,u‘r khi ndo minh coi
Thach Thy Than la m6t “Thé Van” khac, moi lan gap nhau, c6 luon s& tuong twong em £41 & ngay bén canh anh ta, ding anh it diu dang va diém tinh
nhin minh, vi thé 161 anh ta n6i giong nhu 1a Thé Van néi véi cd, khién c6 bong nhién tran day strc manh va diing khi.
(€5 kéo thing tay, chay lan nita, moi thir trrde mit déu tré nén 16 rang,

Lic gap dén do, ¢b dimg xe lai, lo déing ngéng dAu nhin khong trung, mira tat vao cira kinh & du xe, nhung van c6 thé nhin thiy dudng nét ciia khong
trung,

C6 I& ndo, tai mdt noi ndo d6, Thé Van dang nhin c6 khong?

%

“Chi ¢6 thé ngdi day khong?”

Thé Phén ngiing dau, hoi ling tiing nhin Shelly, khong hiéu vi sao trong nha an con nhiéu chd tréng nhur vAy thé ma chi ta lai mubn ngdi déi dién co.
Shelly khong doi ¢6 tra 104, tur dong ngdi xubng, cit bo bit tét trén cai dia tring ctia minh thanh timg miéng nho, sau d6 bét dau an.

“Tén nhoc Tiéu Vién kia rat kho hau ha phai khong?”

“Huh?...” Bo db an trong tay Thé Phin suyt nira rét xudng.

“Em khong phai thay chi im thur ky cho cau 4y hon nira nimsao?”’

“Vang...” C6 git dau, cti diu nhin thirc in trong dia ctia minh, “Ciing 6na...”

“Cau 4y nhat dinh vui mu6n chét.”

s



“Gap phai nguoi dé dai nhur em, con khong thira co khoe ra oai phong ctia sép 16n.”

«...Ciing khong hin vy, chi i anh 4y ¢6 qua nhiéu yéu cau.”

Shelly nhin ¢6, bdng nhién nhoén miéng curdi: “Em khong td md tai sao chi 1a thr ky m con hung dit hon ca sép minh sa0?”
“C6 chut a.” Co thing thin git dau.

Shelly cuoi cuoi: “Em biét khong, em i ngudi duy nhat trong cong ty dam thira nhan voi chi i em nghi vay.”

« . .Khong thé nao.”

“La thé ma, tai sao khong? Nhitng dong nghiép khac chi n6i ¢ sau lung chi, tir trudc dén nay khong ai giap mét hoi chi.”
“Nhur vay ciing khong c6 gi dé hoi. . .du sao khdng lién quan dén cong viée.”

Shelly ra vé than bi tién dén gan, néi: “Quan hé giita chi va Vién T6 Van. . .qua that hon binh thuong,”

“..” Cb md to mit, ngo ngac chd doi dap an.
“Chila.. . mo Gt clia cau éy.”

“...Gia?” C6 chép mit, c6 phan khong tin noi.

Shelly nhur Ia rat hai long voi phén tmg nhur vay, thé I chi ta tur an tiép rdi néi: “Me ciia Vién To Van 1a chi ho I6n nhét ctia chdng chi, nhung ni chong
chi va cau 4y chi kém nhau sau tubi, hau nhur i choi cting nhau tir nhd dén Ién, ching qua cau Ay chira bao gir goi chdng chi i “caw’, cho nén ciing chura

tirng goi chi I ‘mg’.”

“..” Thé Van ctmg nhiic cdm bd do an, khong biét nén cit miéng thit vit trude mét thanh miéng nhoé, hay i bo thing vao miéng,
“Em & giit bi mat chir.” Shelly ding giong diéu khong hé dé y noi.

Cb gt dau.

“Em khong thy ky Ia tai sao chi n6i diéu ndy voi ema?”

C5 nhin chi ta, ic ndy khong biét nén gat dau hay lic dau.

Nhung Shelly khong néi thém gi niva, ma tiép tuc an thirc in trong dia, cho dén khi 3n hét bo bit tét.

“Chj cam thiy em rat dac bict d6i vai cau 4y, chi chua timg thiy cau iy ding anh rmt phin em dé nhin ngudi khdc, miic du cau iy khong ndi gi ca, nhung
chi théy dugc cau 4y rat dé y, v ciing quan tim dén moi viéc ¢6 lién quan t6i em.”

Thé Phén that khong ngo chi ta s& ndi vay, nht thoi ¢ c6 phin mét tyr nhién, anh m¥it do dur khoéng dam nhin vao nguoi ddi dién.

“Vién Té Véanma chi quen biét 3 mdt ngudi ngao man, fur mén, 4nh mét séc bén, khong co tinh nhin nai, df)ng thoi cau 4y ciiing co nét dang yéu ciia con
nit, cau dy c6 thé cuoi rat tuoi, nhung chi trong chop miéit lai Bing 18 tron 0 goc phong hiit thuoc Chi khong biét cau ay da trai qua nhitng gi co &
chong chi biét, nhung anh a 4y khong chiu n6i véi chi diéu chi mudn ndi 13, ding vay cau Ay c6 rat nhidu khuyét diém, rat nhiéu lic khién ngudi ta nghi
rang tinh céch cau dy rt t&, nhung cau Ay B nguoi tot, mdt ngudi dang dé ddi xir tot.”

.. La anh 4y bao chi dén n6i nhitng diéu nay véi em sao?”

“Durong nhién khong phéi rdil”” Shelly t6 vé “dimng c dua”.

13 2

“Gan day tinh tinh c4u ay rat t¢, bon chi cling khong muon néi chuyén voi cau ay.”

(3]

“Nhung mi. . .chi ciing dwoc, nguoi nha ciing duoc, hoac la bt cir nguoi ndo khac, cting khong mudn nhin thiy mot Vién T Van nhur vay. C6 d6i khi
chi cam thiy cau Ay giéng nhu mdt con chim ung. . .ching qua 1 con chim ung bi nhdt trong long”

Thé Phan bdng chdc dimg Ién, cai ghé vi dong tac dot ngdt ciia cd ma ngdl xudng dat. Nguoi xung quanh, ké ca Shelly déu kinh ngac nhin ¢6.
“Xin 161. . .em ¢6 viée, phai di trrde.” N6i xong ¢b ndng cai ghé 1én, roi khoi nhur B chay tron.

C6 budc nhanh vé phia thang may, vira lic c6 mdt cai thang may chat kin nguoi di xudng dn com, “Dinh” cilra md ra, dam ngudi tir trong thang may tudn



ra, cudi cling chi con lai mdt ngwoi, ngudi kia hai tay dit i, twa vao vach twong kinh, dang sau doi mét kinh gong den 13 anh nt lwoi nhac ma sic bén.
“Em khong phai mu6n vio sao?” Vién T Van chia tay 4n nit mo cira.
C6 rat mudn quay dau bo di, nhung bude chan bt gidc di chuyén bude vao.

Ctra thang miy dong lai, anh nhin chiim chiim bang dién tir: “Chéng 1& em con chura hoc dwoc céch dimg biéu hién ra vé nit tur nhién mdi An khi nhin
thiy anh sa0?”

C6 quay d4u di chd khac, that 1au méi nghen ra mdt cau: «“.. .Em rat tur nhién ma.”

Anh vuron tay so mit ¢d, ndi: “Cai ndy goi a tir nhién ha? Puong nét khuoén mét cimg ngic thé nay.”

C6 nhu bi dién gidn né tranh ban tay anh, anh cu6i ha ha: “Emxem di, rat khong ty nhién.”

“Bét cir nguoi binh thurong ndo bi so mit ciing s& it minh thoil” Co khong cam long tra 1oi.

“Vdy thi phéi xem 1 ai s& soang, hudng ho. . .thir anh d s qua khong chi ¢6 khuon mt.” Miéng anh kéo ra mdt nu curdi, tiép tuc nhin bang dién tir.
“...” hai gd mé ¢6 do tmg, trong dau hién Ién canh twong ndo d6 khién c6 bdi rbi.

Thang méy dimng lai, 14 tAng lau ctia cong ty bon ho, Thé Phén di ra ngoai, mudn nhanh bude bo di, nhung ¢6 chan chir dimg lai, xoay ngudi trong thiy
anh van con & trong thang may.

“Anh di an ddy.” Anh 4n nit xung v, hai tay van dit tii, tura trén tudng nhin co.

“Vay taisao...”

Céi c6 mudn hoi 1, tai sao cing em di Ién?

Anh mim cudi, ding giong diéu binh than n6i: “O cing em. . .thém mot gidly ciing t6t 161"

Ctra thang may chim chim khép lai, nu cuoi kia rdi khoi tim méit ¢6, ¢6 khong nhin diroc m bit dau hdi tuéng,
C56 bdng nhd Shelly da noi: cau Ay B mdt con chim ung, ching qua, 1 con chim ung bi nhdt trong long.

Trua tht sau, Thé Van nhan duoc dién thoai cta ban 18 tAn, ndi & clra ¢b mdt vi tién sinh tim ¢d, ¢d nghi hodc di ra, khong ngd ngudi tdi lai 1a Hang
Phong,

“A...chao anh.” C6 git dau.

“Chao em” Hang Phong an méc rt chinh thirc, khong gidng anh miy lan trude, “Bing lic anh hop & gin ddy, nghe Hang Ty n6i em Bm & chd nay, nén
anh tién thé t6i timem an com.”

“Vang. ..”” C6 nhin anh, hinh nhur ngd ngo nhén ra nuc dich anh téi day, vi thé ¢6 cudi cudi, “Puoc, anh chd em mdt chit.”

C6 quay vé van phong iy bop tién va di dong, roi ctng Hang Phong cho thang méy, Hang Phong nhe giong lich sy hoi ¢6 an gi, khong hé mit tyr nhién
va guong gao chit nao. C6 ngo ngannhln anh, cam thay moi thir hinh nhw khong chan that, boi vi ngudi dan ong trude mit, tai dau do, mo ra ¢d may
thoi gian ctia ¢6 va Vién T Van Jan nira.

Cira thang miy mo ra, Thé Phin von dang gii thiéu do an xung quanh bng nhién ngimg lai, boi vi ¢d nhin thay Vién TS Van ciing ddng nghiép tir trong
thang may di ra, anh nhin 0, roi lai nhin Hang Phong ¢ dang sau ¢, lang & nhiu may.

C6 cup mit xudng, sau khi chdr anh di ra moi di vio thang may, ¢ nhén nit xubng Au, sau d6 nhén nit dong cira. C6 khong dam nhin anh, nhung c6 thé
cam giac duge anh dang nhin minh.

Ctra thang may 16t cude khép lai, ¢6 tho phao dudi day ong, mot lat sau moi nhé t6i Hang Phong & diing sau, ¢d voi vang xin 16i: “Ngai qué, vira rdi néi
dén dau nhi?”

Hang Phong khong ngai lic dau: “Khong sao, chi 14 an bita com mé thdi, em chon thir minh thich & duoc rdi.”

Thé Phan dan Hang Phong dén mot nha hang kiéu tay 1an can, ¢6 ludn cam thdy ré]}g hinh nhwr con ngurdi anh rét thich hop dén nhitng noi chinh quy ns
tinh xd0. Nhung di t6i ctra, Hang Phong bong nhién kéo c6 sang nha hang tra & phd doi dién.

“Sao anh....” Ngdi vao chd minh, ¢ hoi nghi hodc nhin ngudi dan 6ng ddi dién dang goi mon an.

“Boi vi khong phai em thich chd ndy sa0?”



“.. Lamsao anh biét dugc.” O cing anh, ¢6 luén cam thiy minh 1 mot nghi pham khong thoat khoi 1ong ban tay ctia thim tir.

“Boi Vi tir xa em da nhin thdy hang chit “hdm nay d6 an gid ré dc biét’ trén bang hiéu ctia nha hang ny.”” Anh mim cudi, nhung tuyét ddi khong vénh
Vao.

C6 ciing cudi, mang theo bt déic di va thoai mai, sau d6 c6 chon “com gi Hai Nam” m minh mudn.

“Anh hay di thing vao van dé di.” Ngudi phuc vu di rdi, c6 bdng nhién noi.

Hang Phong s cam, nhin ¢6 n6i: “Méy Théng khong gip, hinh nhur em thay ddi rét nhidu —— nhung ca nhén anh thiy day 1a sy thay dbi t6t.”
“Camon.” C ciiing nhin anh, khéng mudn che d4u ban than.

“Ngay hom qua dira em trai dang ghét ctia anh I?Sng nhién t4i tim anh, néi i dao nay Tir Miic hoi khac la, tim trang giam sit, khong mudn quan tim toi
nguoi khac, sau khi truy héi cd bé kia thi moi biet duge 1a cai nhau véi em.”

“N6 n6i nd da tim nhitng ban khac thir khuyén giai, nhung Tir Mic van sa siit tinh thin,” anh cam ly thiy tinh trudc mét, udng mdt ngum nude lanh, “Em

ciing biét, ddi véi chuyén ctia Tir Miic, thing nhoc kia tuy ngoai miéng khong n6i, ky thét ciing rat ban tm. Hon nita. . .anh nghi ring anh ciing can phai
dén n6i chuyén véi em”

“Boi vi nira ndm trude, Tir Méc cling tirng téi tim anh.”
‘“?7‘)

“C Ay n6i voi anh, c6 mOt ngudi ban thin da rét nhidu namkhong gap, tuy rang mdi ngy déu tuoi cudi, nhung o 4y cam thay aéi phuong khong vui
ve, tham chi conrat daukho V“1the ¢ Ay toi tim anh, mudn nhd anh gitp ¢6 Ay xem thir, ngudi ban than nay rét cude co gidng nhur 1oi ¢d 4y néi khong,

néu ding vy, c6 Ay noi ring. .
‘ﬂ?’?
“Cho dui thé ndo, ciing nho anh gitip ngurdi ban ndy vui vé 1én.”

“A.. Thé Phan che nnéng, khudén mit lwong thién chét phéc cua Tir Mac chot hién ra trude it ¢6. CO nhiu may, khong phai khé chiu, nhung [a mudn
nhin xuong nurde it sap chdy ra.

“Co ay 161, bdi vi cd 4y rat thich khuon mét troi cudi ctia ngudi ban ny, trong lic ¢6 Ay thit vong hoang mang nhét thi chinh 1 khu6n mét twoi cuoi nay
da cho c0 ay sttc manh va diing khi 16n lao.”

Thé Phan ngurdc mét nhin trin nha treo dy dén chim, 16t cude van khong dé murde it chay xubng,

“Anh xin 181, Hang Phong ling I& dua mot chiéc khan tay cho ¢6, “Anh khong phai ¢6 y mudn im em khoc.”

“. Khong sao a,” ¢ khong cam iy khan tay anh dura qua, chi 10 ra ny cudi kh khang, “Thé thi sau d6 anh c6 phét hién ra gi khong?”
“Khong ¢6,” anh lc dAu, “Anh nghil anh van chura gioi giao tiép véi phu nit, hinh nhu mi lan thir déu bi em nhin thiu.”

Thé Phan khong nhin dwoc cudi 16 1én, méc di trong nit con ngén k: “Cudc sdng hién thire khong giéng nhu trong séch phai khong a?”

Anh gt dau, nhur i khong thé khong thira nhan két qua nay: “Anh nghe Tir Mac noi, em c6 mit nguoi chi sinh doi, da qua doi nhidu ndm vé trude, anh
nghi ¢6 1& vi chuyén nay ma em khong con vui vé, ching qua anh con ¢6 diém nghi van.”

‘“’?77

“Anh ¢6 thé hiéu duoc ndi kho mét di anh chj em rudt thit, bdi vi bén than anh cling c6 mdt dira em trai, néun6 xdy ra chuyén gi, anh nghi ndi kho clia
anh cting khong it hon embao nhiéu, nhung ma ndi kho ctia em. . .hinh nhw khong don gian la mat di ngudi than. N6 giong nhur 1 khi em mat di nguoi chi
dong thoi cling danh mat ban than em.”

[T 1]

Am thanh trong nha hang tra 1An 16n, moi nguoi khong ngimg ké ra cau chuyén cta minh, khong ai nghe duoc nguoi khic dang n6i gi, ciing ching ai quan
tam nguoi khac ndi gi.



Nhung Thé Phan lai cam thiy 4m thanh ctia minh tira nhur 1 ban nhac vang vong gitta hoi truong tinh king, 1 ring nhur vay.

“Ky that em >

«“ em khong can tra o1, Ban nhac bi ngiit ngang, thay vio d6 1 am thanh diu dang ctia Hang Phong,

‘“7’?
“Néu em c6 dieu muon noi thi haly thir di néi voi Ta Mac.”
13 2

“C6 I8 ¢o dy s& cur tuyét em, nhung emdung bo cude, ¢o 4y chinh 1 nguoi thé ndy. . .ngoai miéng n6i “tuyét dbi khong tha thir’, nhung trong long s& vi
emma tim kiém ngan van ly do dang dé tha thir.”

Thé Phan hé miéng mudn ndi gi d6, nhung cudi cling ¢6 chi mim cudi n6i: “Cam on anh.”

Téi nay, lic Thé Phan tan tAm v@ nha, c6 qua ctra hang Ian cdn mua mdt chai ruou do, cling loai da uéng & chd Tir Mic.

C6 dau xe 6 gara, mang theo chai ruou di vao thang may, thue ra con thidu mot sb thir, nhung ¢o khong di mua, ¢ chi mubn ngdi mot minh trén bé ctra
s0 trong phong khach uong rugu, néu dugce thi vira nghe tiét nuc ctia Thu L wira nhin dén neon & dang xa, nhur vay day chinh 1a mot budi toi yén tinh
ma ¢ thich nhat.

Thang méy dimg ¢ tang 31, ¢6 cti dAu di t6i, Nic ngéng dau 1én lai bat ngd nhin thiy Vién T6 Van dang dura trén cira nha c6. Ngon dén trén dau mau
trang, chicu roi nu cudi xau xa trén khde miéng anh trong ¢ vé thieu sinh khi.

“Ngudi dan éng hdi trua 1 ai?”

.. Mot ngudi ban.” C6 nhin c4i hop hinh vudng bén chan anh, ngac nhién suy nghi, hoa ra anh dén 1 dé chét van co.
“‘Bangl?”

“Ban bé binh thirong,” C6 von dinh tim chia khoa m cira, nhung lai thoi.

“Tai sao phai mdt minh ra ngoai &n com vdi anh ta?”’

“Khong dugc sao?” Phut chdc hoira, co phat hién cau hoi ctia minh ¢6 & da choc gidn anh.

“Khong dugce!” Anh trimg cd, nhur 1 d t6i giap ranh ctia sy nhan nai.

[T3E ]

Bon ho trim miic, cho dén khi Vién T6 Van bdng nhién 4o ndo cudi lanh mdt tiéng: “Dau gi anh ciing mang banh ngot t6i mimg sinh nhat em. ..”
C6 quay dau di chd khac, khong mubn n6i voi anh, méi nhin mot cai c6 da biét trong chiée hop kia dung mot cai banh sinh nhét.

“DAu co ai goi anh dén. ..” C6 hon ddi ndi.

Vién T6 Van trimg c6, sau d6 di chuyén bude chan t6i trude mit co: “Sao anh lai khong dén?”

“Sinh nhat anh, khong phai em ciing voi vang dén sao?”’
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[ Hang Ty: “C6 & c6 mdt ngay khi bon t& déu cam thay mét moi, tit ca s& két thiic. Dén lic 4y, toan b tinh yéu. . .ciing s& tan bién hét. .. Nhung ma, tai
sao phai cho dén khi ca hai déu mét moi chir, tai sao phai cho dén ngay d6?”

Thi Tor Miic: “Gia thanh. . .Thé Vén lén nita cho t6 di. .. B4i vi, t& con rat nhidu 1oi mubn noi V6i cau 4y, t6 tuong rang van con thoi glan, lai. . .chwa kip
16i v6i cau dy. ... Con ngudi doi khi rét ky quai, lic ¢ ngay bén canh thi chiing mudn ndi g, mét rdi thi lai ¢6 rét nhidu 11 mudn néi”

Tuédng Bach Ligt: “Thé thi co khong cn phai suy nghi nhu viy —— khong ¢0 gi xumg hay khong ximg, cudc song con ngudi B déng gid, phai cho tit ca
moi ngudi yéu thirong ¢ ciing nhur ¢d yéu thurong bon ho, cam nhan dugc niém vui ctia ¢6, d6 1 diéu dang gia nhat.”]

13.1
Edit: Sam

“Gi chir....” Thé Phin cam thiy hai ma minh néng lén, nhur 12 dira tré n vung banh bich quy, twdng riang ngudi khic quén rdi, nhung bi khoi lai chuyén
cll

“Khong phi sao,” Vién T6 Vén dtmg trude mit cd, cup mét xudng nhin ¢6, nu curdi tai khoe miéng khong biét 1 gidn hay vui, “Em vat va mét moi dudi
t6i, tir trong mét em, anh ¢6 thé cam gidc dugc em van con nho.”

... C6 khong ndi nén oi.

Dling vay, co khong quén, cai ngiy von di dang dé ky niém cudi cing bién thanh mdt khdi u 4c tinh, nay sinh dudi day 1ong c6, khong thé nao x6a di.

Cho nén dém hom dy c6 da voi vang chay t6i, khi anh ling 1§ nhin man anh n6i voi ¢6 “Néu khong thiy em thi im sao day”, suyt nita nuée mit co da
tran mi.

Anh vuron tay némNngon toc chém trén vai ¢, nhe giong noi: “Da 1u rdi anh ciing chira don mimg ngly sinh nhat 4y... Embiét khong, miic dit d nhiéu
nadm troi qua anh van khong he biet da xay ra chuyén gi, nhung trong thim tim anh lai cam thay chinh ngay nay da mang emdi.”

«...” C6 mim mdi, nging dau nhin anh.

“Em ciing rat ¢6 don phai khong. ..” Nu cudi anh dudi anh dén sang choang trong ¢6 vé thé lwong, “Trai qua ngy sinh nhét thé nao?”

(T3]

“Khong nhd nita,” ¢d chdmrai cAt 1, “Bm cting khong nhé sinh nhat ctia minh. ..”
Bon ho trAm nic dling mot Iuc, Vién T Van b5ng nhién md miéng; “Co thé moi anh di vao khong? Anh cam doan s& khong lamcan...”
C5 nhin anh, phat hién mbi lan anh n6i déi anh mét luén nhip nhay.

Nhung cd V§p lay chia khéa tir trong tdi xach ra, mo cira dé anh vio. Anh tur giac ddi dép, rira tay, By ra banh ngot & trong hop dat trén ban, sau d6 lay
ra haingon nén, [a “3”va “0”.

“Nhin thé nay hét ca hdn.” Thé Phan khoanh tay dua trén trdng tai cira phong bép, néu khong phéi hai ngon nén nay thi co da quén mit tudi clia minh.
“A,”tir trong hop banh anh lai Jy ra mt ngon nén hinh ngdi sao, “Thé nay thi sa0?”

“Puge 1di...” Co quay dau di chd khéac, ngon nén nay khién ¢b nhé tdi sao trdi trén dinh nii Xa Son, miii co khong khoi cay cay.

Anh cimngon nén & giira c4i banh, sau d6 ding bét lira cham 1én rdi tit deén, trong anh nén Ap lanh anh nhin c6, tyra nhur chng trai buéng binh kia.
Co di qua, nhin 4nh nén, khong dam nhin anh, ¢6 nhim mit lai wéc nguyén, sau d6 nhe nhang thdi tit ngon nén.

Trong béng t6i, nhd tia sang méng manh ngoai ctra s6, ¢6 trong thdy mot n khéi nhé bay 1én, sau d6 1 doi mit trong sudt ciia anh.

C6 théy anh cti dau, nhe nhang hon ¢d, co ciing dap lai, khong thé kiém ché mi dép lai. C6 dwong nhur cém théy minh khong phai B Thé Van da ra di ti
lau, cling khong phai Thé Phan doc hét sttc muon trd thanh Thé Van, ma 13 mdt ¢d gai khdng thé thoét khoéi tinh yéu ctia anh.

Anh budng ¢ ra, ciing nhd tia sang mong manh kia nhin c6, nhu 1 kho ma tin duge, trong it i hy vong, nhung lai so s& thit vong,

Péu co nhe nhang tura truée nguc anh, rat mubn n6i gi 6, mudn tyr minh ndi voi anh, nhung khong biét mé 11 thé nao. C0 vuon tay vong qua bén hong
anh, da nhicu nam qua, day 1a 1an dau tién c6 ti mi cham vao duong nét trén ngudi anh —— anh trd nén cuong trang, khien ¢d c6 cam giac an toan, so
VoI thm ndm trude, gio' phit nay anh duong nhu cang chan thét hon & trudc mat co.

Trén 40 so mi anh ¢6 mii thudc 14 néng nac, pha 1An voi mii ca phé va md hoi, chéng ¢ gi dac biét, nhung Kkhién 6 cam dong mudn roi nude .



Anh iy ngon tay ning ham dudi ctia ¢ 1én, trdn anh ti 1én trdn c6: “Trude khi anh con c6 thé quay du lai, em hity ndi cho anh biét, bay giy em dinh duia
gion anh lan nita sa0?”’

C6 nhin anh, tuy ring ciing khong 15 rang, nhung c6 thé nhin thiy su khén truong dudi ddy mit anh.
Vi thé ¢ cudird n, nhe giong n6i: “C6 1. . khong phai.”

/*/

Anh néing xuyén qua khe hé birc man roi trén mit Thé Phén, c6 nhiu miy én thire ddy.

Tiéng hit the clia ngurdi dan dng ndm bén canh rét déu dén, ¢ rit ra ban tay bi anh d& dén mirc b t&, anh khong c6 vé bj dénh thitc. C6 khong khéi cudi
kho, chang trai da tirng suot dém khong ngti vi sg ¢6 bd di 1ot cude & dau r6i?

C6 nhe nhang dimg day, boc tAm chan mong di vao phong tim. C6 dong cira lai, md voi nude nong, sau d6 chdng tay én mép bon rira tay, nhin minh &
trong gurong.
C6 phéi vi da 1am “Thé Van’ nhidu ném, khién c6 ciiing trd nén it n6i ching? C6 khong hiéu rd chinh minh, nhung lai khong nhan tAm cuyr tuyét anh.

C6 I8, co that sy khong co cach ndo ddi minh n6i ghét anh, khong yéu anh, nhung khi nhin tpéy nu cudi va anh mét ctia anh, cing v6i chinh minh trong
anh mit anh, ¢6 lién tré nén u sau c0 tur tay cudp di moi thir ctia em gai, c6 con cd thé nhan duge hanh phiic ma minh wéc mong sao?

Dbi voi Thé Van I rat tan nhén chang?

C6 dimg dudi voi hoa sen, nhédm niit lai d& mrde nong doi rira niit minh, nhé t6i hom qua khong cim 1ong ndi, trong 1ong c6 bdng dang én cam xiic
chan nan va nguong nging,

C6 khong biét nén lam gi bay gio, ciing khong biét phai im sao di mét v6i nguoi dan dng nim trén girong, ¢d chi suy nghi theo true gidc, cir thé mudn
chay ra khdi long ban tay ctia anh, nhung cang kho dihon. ..

Nude ndng tudn trio khién ca phong mo mit, Thé Phén cam thiy minh suy nghi rat nhidu nhung lai ching nh& n01 céi ndo, ngay lc c6 con ngin ngo, tAm
ménh che bi nguoi ta gidt manh ra, khudn niit Vién To Van tran day cing thing bong nhién xuat hién trudc mit cd.

C0 so t6i mirc trimg to mit, theo bén niing ding hai tay bao vé bau nge, nhung lai quén hét kn, vi thé bon ho cir trdm méic nhin nhau, chi nghe tiéng
nude nong doi 1én vach tuwong va bon tam

Dot nhién, Vién T6 Vén thd phio nhe nhdm, ndi: “Anh con tudng em lai di roi. ..~
“Sao, sao thé chir...” C6 van che nguc minh, giong ndi bi doa van con tré‘lmthép, bét giac tra 101 cau hoi ciia anh, “Pay Ia nha em...”
Anh nhin kKhudn mit nhd nhén bi doa hét hdn cta ¢, anh khong khoi cuoi rd 1n, cuoi rAt vui vé: “Shc mit em 13 sao thé ha?”

“,.” CH chdp chdp mit, tra 1oi khong dugc, nhung mit cam xiic tén 1 xu hd lai dang lén trong long, boi vi ¢d chot phét hién hai ngudi ho déu khoa
than.

Anh hinh nhur ciing nhdn ra diém nay, bét dau king 1§ quan sét ¢6 tir trén xudng dudi.

“Anh. . .anh c6 thé di ra ngoai khong, em con chura tim xong. ..”” C6 nguong ngling mubn xoay nguoi, nhung khong biét nén xoay qua huéng nio.
Vién T6 Van cudi nhur khong cudi nhin ¢ chim chiim mot e, anh nghiéng dAu, gidng nhur cau thiéu nién tinh tinh xau xa: “Vay duoc rdi.”

Noi xong, anh gifp ¢b kéo lai tim minh, rdi di ra ngoai.

Hoi thé bi nghen trong ¢6 hong rdt cude da trd vé, nhung co bét dic diva 4o ndo suy nghi: chéng & anh mudn tién vao “tan mét chimg minh” ¢6 khong
bo disao?

Trua nay, bon ho lang I& & phong khach léy banh ngot lam bita trua, anh thudng th,ubng s€ 6m c0, hodc Ia hon co, co khong hé phan khang, nhung trong
long day tdm su. Anh khdng tirc gian, hinh nhur so véi trude kia, c6 bay gio dd khién anh hai long,

Nhung c6 biét thé ndy la khong durgc, gitta ho con c6 mot nit thit, néu khong n6i 16 rang thi s& hét cach théo gd.

Nhin ddng ho trén tuong, ¢d von c6 hen voi Tudng Bach Liét, chi danh kn tron trong phong tim goi dién hity bo, hinh nhur ¢ con chua ¢6 ding khi dé
ndi voi anh ¢6 dang ggip bac sitamly.

Budi t6i, ¢6 ding strc Iyrc rat 1on thuyét phuc anh tré vé, trudc khi di, anh bdng nhién xoay ngudi nhin ¢b néi: “Em s& khdng gat anh nita chir?”

Anh mt anh nghiém tic nhu vy, khién nguodi ta khong thé nhan tm Ira gat, 0 gat dAu, mim cudi V?ly tay tambiét anh, ddi ]éy nu hon manh bao cta



anh.

Tién budc “Ac ma” xong, Thé Phan nhin cén phong tinh king, ¢6 lai bat dau ngin ngo, hinh nhur ln dau tién ¢ nhén ra ciin phong c6 anh va khong c6
anh, lai s& khac biét dén vay.

C6 ngdi trude ban an, trong hop con thira lai mdt miéng banh ngot nho, co Ay ra ngon nén “3” va “0”, ging gwong cim Ién trén, trong anh nén, ¢6 mim
cuoi, rung rung noi: “Thé Van, sinh nhat vui vé!”

Ny hom sau, ¢6 ngii thang dén bon gitr chiéu moi thire ddy, B dién thoai ciia Vién To Van dénh thirc 6, nhung anh chi néi: “Khong ¢ g, anh chi
muon xac nhan em khong bién mat, moi tiep tuc...”

Cup may, ¢6 lai khong ngi dugce. Co dung day mdé may tinh, ¢ mdt email mm glri vao hop thu ctia ¢, 1a Thach Thy Thin glri qua, chiic ¢6 sinh nhat
vui vé&, cO nhin thoi gian, 13 tam gio' sang ngay hdm qua, c6 khong khéi cudi khd, sau d6 tra 101 anh ta “Camon”.

M di ddng, ¢6 ciing nhn duroc nhiéu tin nhéin mimg sinh nhét, me, ba, Lwrong Kién Phi, Lam Béo Thyc, ¢6 khong ngo ¢6 nhiéu ngurdi nhé ngdy sinh
nhét ctia ¢6 va Thé Van dén thé, bong nhién vira mirng lai lo.

C6 chot nghi toi Tir Mic, ¢6 gai hing nam déu giri thiép dién tir cho ¢6, lic ny lai khong thay taim tich. C6 chan nan ngi trén lung ghé, xemra Tir Miic
that su gidn co 1Oi....

O trong mit ¢6, ¢ gii chét phéc ndy doi khi gidng nhur Thach Thy Than, a mdt Thé Van khéc.
Khi ¢6 nhin 4nh méit Tir Mic, uon c6 thé nhin thiy Thé Van dimg bén canh, diém tinh Fing nghe mdi mdt cau céc c¢d n6i, sau d6 mim cudi git dau.

C6 chot phat hi¢n, trong ltic v6 tinh minh da dem mbi ngudi yéu mén Thé Van ciing duge Thé Van yéu mén, coi nhur 1 hoa thén clia em gai. C6 cang
muon tré thanh em gai thi cam thay minh cach em ay cang xa hon.

C6 1h6 61 1i n6i ctia Hang Phong, vi thé Iy ra rou do mua vai hom trude, cb Ay diing khi di én Au g3 cira nha Tir Miic.
C6 b that Au nhung van khong c6 ngudi mo cira, ¢d gai chét phac kia that khong & nha, hay 1. . .chi vi khong mudn gip ¢6?

Bdng nhién, canh ctra & mot dau khic ctia hanh lang mé ra, Hang Ty méic 40 so mi nhéin nhim cling quin ty kéo 18 1t trén it dat dimg & cira, chin
tran, sac mat phd phac.

“C6 nhoc kia khong ¢ nha.” Anh ta gii dau, giong n6i khong 16 rang,
C6 nd ny cudi ¢d doc, chudn bi xuéng 1Au lai bi Hang Tu goi lai: “Nay, trong tay cau. ..]a raou ha?”

Thé Phén nhin chai ruou trong tay minh, ddy von 1 phan qua ting cho Tir Mic, nhung hién tai
can no hon.

¢0 lai nhin sang Hang Ty ——— ¢6 & ¢6 ngudi s€

Anh ta ding ngén tré gii miii lung tung noi: “Vao di, t¢ tim hai céily. . .néu timduoc. ..”

Co de dat bu‘(:)'c vao cin hd ctia anh ta, so véi hom tét thi rit 1on xon. Qyﬁn 40 va tAt bAn nimrai rac trén mat dAt, tr@n gllé, sofa, trong bon rira tai
phong bép chat mot dong chén diia thau chau da st dung qua, du loai d6 dac dat bura bon tai cac goc x0, méc du the, c6 lai cam thay lic nay mai 1a nha
ctia mdt nguoi dan dng doc than.

“T6 n6i 161, ¢b dat chai rurou trén ban trong phong khach, chuin bi bo di, “Té s& khong mdt minh ubng rurou véi ngudi khac phéi vao budi tdi, cho
nén...”

Hang Ty khong biét tir dau timra hai ly thiiy tinh, dudi dnh dén &m ap, ¢ hinh nhur ¢6 thé nhin thiy Ip bui that day trong i ly Kia, nhung anh ta nhur |
khong quan tam, tur minh tim dung cu md nap chai.

“Cau phai di u?” Anh ta ngtrg dong tac trong tay, mét may hoi nhin nho.

C6 nghi, trure khi trong thiy chai nrou ndy, anh ta da udng khong . ..

“C6 thé ctng t& udng mot ly khong?”

Hang Ty hiing héi kia khong thiy déu, thay vao d6 | mot ngudi dan ng ngoai miéng khong chiu thira nhan, ndi tim c6 quanh dén chét.
C5 th dai trong 1ong, chim chdm di qua, cim JAy hai ly rrou kia, rira sach trong bon rira chén.

Anh ta rdt cude tim duge dung cu khui nép duéi ban an, thong thao mo nép g5 ra, khong bao 1au c6 nghe dugc am thanh trAm duc, d6 1 Am thanh lic
chai ruou dugc mo ra, sau khi khong khi bén trong va nit gS va cham nhau.

Cb nang ly én, anh ta rét vao hai ly, hai ngudi king 18 cung ly mbt ci, sau d6 mang tim sy riéng ma udng,



“Rat nhidu lic,” Hang Ty udng mdt hoi can sach, “T6 cam thdy minh hoan toan khong hiéu phy nit.”

Thé Phén cudi khd: “Phy nit ciing thurdng xuyén cam thiy minh khong hiéu dan 6ng.”

Anh ta nhur 1 nghe dugc tin tirc clng loai nhin c6, cudi khd: “Thét sao, thé thi ching ta chéing phai 1 hai loai ngudi vinh vién khong hiéu nhau rbi?”
C6 gt du: “C6 thé hoi cau mdt cau khong?”

“Noéi di”

“Cau c6...yéu T Mac khong?”

“Vay cau co thé tra 101 t6 trude khong, yéu 1a cai gi?”

“_..”” C6 nhin anh ta, khong thé tra 1oi.

“Theo quan diém ctia nhiu ngudi, yéu i vi tha sin long tra gia tht ca, hy vong ddi phuong duoc hanh phic, nhung t& luén ton thurong c6 dy... cundidi
day c6 phai la yéu khong? Té nhur vay c6 coi la yéu co 4y khong?” Anh ta lai rét mot ly nrou, ngira du udng can, trong miéng dang chat nhung trén niit
lai 16 ra ny cudi quyen ril.

Hoara, néu ton thirong d6i phirong thi s& khong thé coi 12 yéu. . . C6 ngo ngic nhin ly thily tinh trong tay, thé thi rt cude ¢6 yéu hay ki khong yéu Vién
T6 Van chu?

“Doikhi t6 cling hiéu duoc ¢6 Ay rat dang thuong, nhung khong 6 cach ndo khong kim ton thuong cd 4y, ching qua khi ¢b Ay bi thuong thi cang muén
day t¢ di, nhung t¢ lai muon giit chit ¢ ay hon, sau d6 ton thuong c6 ay lannita...”

T3]

“C6 I8 c6 mdt ngaty khi bon t¢ déu cam thiy mét moi, tit ca s& két thic. Bén lic y, toan bo tinh yéu. . .ciing s& tan bién hét. .. Anh ta ngdi trén bé ctra
s0, dat xuong ly ruou, ngo ngan nhin 4nh dén neon ngoai clra s6 ¢ dang xa, nhur 1a mot cdu thicu nién khong hiéu tinh yéu, trén it tran day bi thuong
khong thé x6a nhoa.

... C6 rit mudn néi mhy cu an ti anh ta, nhung s minh s& n6i sai, bdi vi cd cfing | ngudi khong ¢6 twr cach dé binh luan yéu hodic khdng yéu, chicd
thé 10 ra nu cuoi kho khich 1.

“Nhung mé,” anh ta con ndi, “Tai sao phéi chd dén khi ca hai déu mét moi chi, tai sao phai cho dén ngay do...”
Loi ndi ctia anh ta tira nhur cdu than chit khong thé giai dugc, vong veo bén tai ¢, nén vao trong 1ong ¢6. C6 nhd t6i rat nhiéu ngudi, me, Kién Phi,

Thach Thy Than, Tir Mic, Vién T6 Vén ¢6 khong mudn ton thurong bat cir ai, nhung két qua 14, ai ciing bi ¢6 ton thuwong —— tham chi ca Thé
Van.

Cén phong im Iang, ¢6 ngAng dau nhin Hang Ty & bé ctra sb, anh ta nhim miét, nhur B dang ngi. C6 khong khoi suy nghi, nét mit nghiéng ctia anh ta ¢6
thé rat gidng minh khong —— Itn séu trong s¢ hai, nhung da khong con cach nao ty thoat khoi.

C6 ubng hét Iy rrou, rira sach i dat trén ban an, sau d6 Ky cai nit g nhét trd lai miéng chai, ¢ dong cira, nhe nhang roi khoi.

Sang thir hai, Thé Phén van gip Vién T6 Van tai thang may dudi Jau cong ty, anh lang & nhin c0, ¢0 trimg anh mdt cdi, limbg khong phat hién. Thang
méy van chen chiic nhu cii, ¢6 miy 1in ¢6 bi ddy dén trude nguc anh, vira nging dau i ny cudi twoi tin dat thanh y muén ctia anh, hinh nhur rat sung

sudng.
C6 ciing Am tham nhin anh, boi vi ¢ thich anh cuoi, nhit 1 nu cudi phét ra tir ndi tim —— gidng nhu anh chura timg b ¢6 am ton thurong,
Vao vin phong, dién thoai trén ban c6 lién vang lén.

“A 16?” Tam tinh ctia anh hinh nhur t5t m

“Thé nao?”

“Budi trua cung nhau an comnhé?”

“O dau?”

“Nha an duéi lau.”

“Khong dugc,” ¢d theo tryc giac tir chbi, “O d6 déu la déng nghiép.”

...”” Anh im king, twa nhur dira bé long tran day vui mimg mong chd nguoi 16n khen ngoi, cubi cing lai bi qué trach.



“YemB...”

“O, khong sao, vy di chd khac 1 duoc.” Dira bé mit mét phan chan tinh than lan nita, giéng nhu phot kb moi thir, nhung giong néi hiu quanh lai ban
dung anh.

“Hay I thoi di,” ¢6 bdng nhién phét hién minh lai nhin tim dén thé, “Hom nay c6 18 em s& ban nhidu viée.”
“Théa...”
“Hoic 14 sau khi tam tim rdi di.”” Chi ¢ ni vay ¢6 mdi ¢ thé dudi di sur luyén tiéc trong long,

2

“U, duoc,” anh vui vé ndi, “Gan nha anh m&i mé mjt quan an rat ngon
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Vién T6 Vén, cau s& khong quén miét chin gioy mudi phit sang nay phai di hop ddy, khach da toi roi.” Tiéng Shelly vang Ién & dau day bén kia.
“Chi a, chi di vao khong thé b cira trudc sao?!” Anh nhur 1 rit tirc gidn, nhung lai danh chiu.

“Chang phai i tan gai thoi sao, lam gi ma kho chiu thé ha...”

N6i xong, Shelly dong sim cira lai, di ra ngoai.

Trong dau Thé Phan tudng tuong dang vé méo it ciia anh, c6 khong khoi cudi ra tiéng,

Anh nghe dugc tiéng cudi ctia ¢d, Bp tirc ¢6 chiit kich dong, qua hdi liu anh méi n6i: “Néi vay i dinh rdi ddy, anh c6 thoi gian ranh s& goi lai cho em”
“Um, duge.”

Cup may, dau 6c chdm chap ctia c6 hién 1én diu chim hoi: néi vay I dinh c4i gi chir?

“Nay,” ltc an trua, Carol sap lai gin ra vé than bi hoi, “C6 khong cam thy dao ndy quan Iy Vién c6 chit bat thuong sao?”

«. Khong thiy.” C6 dbi long cti dau an thirc an.

“Sao lai thé! Sang nay ngay ca sép t6i ciing nhiéu chuyén hoi toi, anh ta ¢6 phéi fall in love khong. ..”

“Cb tra 10 ra sa0?” Liic ndy c6 moi ngang dau, day himg thu.

“Actually, T don’t care about that.” Giong diéu ctia Carol gidng y chang nit thur ky gian x40 s t6 vé thanh cao & trong phim truyén hinh.

Thé Phan cuoi 16 Ién, tiéng cuoi gidng nhur phdi 4m cho phim truyén hinh.

Carol nhin ¢6, that liu m6i n6i: “C biét khong, t6i cam thiy cd ciing trd nén khang khac. ..”

Budi t0i, Thé Phn va Vién T6 Van thit sw dén quén &n moi mo kia ma anh noi hoi séng, do 1a mdt quén an nho kicu gia dinh, ¢6 quiy bar va tivi, tréi lai
kha gibng Pub (quén ruou) tai Anh, canh cira dimg nhiéu miéng thity tinh hop lai voi nhau, chinh giira kham mot ménh .

Bon ho goi vai mon, sau d6 cling nhitng ngudi khach khéc ngdi canh quiy bar xem bong d4, Vién T6 Van thinh thoang la hét véi tivi, hinh nhw con st
rudt hon ca huan luyén vién & duong bién.

“Em turéng anh chi xem bong r6.” Thé Van bt ngd ndi.

“0,” anh ¢6 chut hai hude tra o1, “Khi em khong con tham gia bt cir van dong gi nita, mbi mot tran ddu dbi véi em déu 1a mot loai huong thy, cho du
két qua ra sao.”

“Anh mu6n ndi 1 anh gia i sao?”’

Anh nhin vai: “C6 18 thé, c6 mdt chit.”

Khi n6i 10 ndy, anh khong nhin ¢6, chi i cup miit xudng, cAm mdt hat dau phong bé vao miéng, sau dé tiép tuc chiim chi nhin nn hinh tivi.

C6 bdng nhién cam thély, anh thay ddi rdi, gibng nhur Carol d& noi. Nhung ¢6 khong thé n6i rd sy bién héa niy k bét dau tir khi ndo, ciing khong biét rbt
cude nd tot hay xau, nhung c6 nghi rang, méc du rat nhiu lic ndi tim cta anh van la chang trai cia tam nam trude, nhung cudi cing anh da truong
thanh. Anh hiéu fiuoc cérq giac bat an va dau kho, biet dat mdt viéc trong long, &m tham ganh vac mot minh, khong ai day anh, di€u d6 duong nhu tu
nhién mé hoc hiéu —— ké tir khi c6 “ra di”,

C5 rat mudn hoi anh: em dé cho anh hanh phiic hay 1 dau khd?

Nhung ¢6 khong hoi, chi 1 ngo ngac nhin ngén tay anh, doan ring c6 & 1 ca hai, ching qua cai ndo ning céi nio nhe ma thoi.



Budi ti cudi tuan, Thé Phan vé nhi me an com, me giong nhur chura tirng XAy ra viée gi, van vira an vira cam ram

Ky that ¢6 doi khi c6 théty me minh B mot ngudi phu nit vi dai, cho dii xdy ra vige g, ba luon mang theo tréi tim kién nghj dé ddi miit. C6 mdt lan ¢6 nhin
khong duoc noi véi me: “Me, tir trude dén nay con chura tirng thay ngurdi phu nit nao kién cuong nhur me.”

Nhung me chi cudi cuot: “P6 12 vi trai nghiém cta con con qua t.”

C6 1& me n6i ding, con ngwoi chi ¢6 thé sau khi tréi nghi¢m qua thi moi sinh ra diing khi dé dbi mét, c6 mdt s6 viée vao ltic con chua ndy sinh, phén ion
moi ngudi khd ma nhan ra, nhung khi xdy ra that roi, ching ta s& phat hién minh s€ kién cuong hon tuong tuong,

Me noéi: “Kién cudng, thue ra 1a ban tinh ctia con nguoi.”

Nighi dén déy c6 lién cudi Ién, ky tht binh than ciing 1 mdt loai d4ng yéu.
“Con da nghi t6i tiép theo phai lam gi chra?”” Me bong nhién noi.

“Néu da thira nhan thi dimg bo dé nira chimg,”

“Trude khi da ra quyét dinh, diéu quan trong nhit 13 mbi nguoi phéi hiéu rd ban than minh mudn gi, cubi ciing miic ké két qua I tot hay xAu, it nhét
chinh minh khong khién ban than that vong,”

“Con dumg suy nghi 1 ding hay sai i d6i voi Thé Vién, ndm muoi nam sau khi con sap di gap con bé, con suy nght cung khong mudn, bay gio con chi cin
cham séc t6t ban than 1 durgc,” me dimg mdt chit rdi néi, “Miac ké dira ndo con song, ciing phéi séng tot cho me. .

C06 khong dam nhin mit me, cam théy rat hd then, néu cd ¢d duoe mot nira quyét doén va kién dinh cta ba thi t5t roi. Nhung ¢ khdng cd, vi thé co
diing strc ia may miéng com, an hang say giong nhur chay tron.

V& dén nha, di dong trong tdi rung rung, c6 Ky ra xem, khong ngoai dur doan I dién thoai ctia Vién TS Van.
“O dau?” Loi dao dau ctia anh lu6n khién nguoi ta ching c6 chit manh mdi.
“Méi vé nha.”
“A,” anh kéo am cudi that dai, hinh nhw dang suy nghi, “Anh c6 thé sang d6 khong?”
“_..” C6 khong tra 101, boi vi thinh linh khéng nghii ra nén dép “duoc” hay “khong duoc”, ¢o chot. . Judng hy, d6i voi anh, dbi véi minh ciing voi tuong lai.
“0, emda khong kip tir chdi anh rdi,”” 4m thanh ciia anh nghe ra rat thoai méi, nhung 1 ¢b tinh gi vo thodi nai, “Boi vi anh & ngay phia sau em.”
C6 ngac nhién xoay ngudi, anh khong hé & phia sau cd, ca phong khéch trdng rong, mang theo khoang trdng ving vé.
Bdng nhién chudng cira vang Ién, ¢6 nghe duoc anh & dau day bén kia ndi: “Mo cira ra di. ..”
Thé I ¢6 clp méy, cudi khd di qua mo cira.
Anh dura én turdng, mim cudi nhin ¢, B ny cudi khién nguoi ta khong thé nim bit.
C6 nhin dén ngd ra, lan dAu tién phat hién mét hai mi ctia anh rét sau, hinh nhu mdi An chdp niit déu quyén rii. ..
“Nay!” Anh cuoi nhéch mbi, y tay quo trude mit ¢d, “Em an ti chura, sao lai ding 4nh niit ny nhin anh?”
C6 phyc hdi tinh thin, hoi ling ting md rong cira ra: “An, an roi...”
“Anh con chura an dauv,” anh dimg gitra phong khach, hai tay dut tdi, “Lam cho anh bt mi di, thém hai c4i trimg, khong can thit bam.”
N6i xong, anh khong hé khach sdo ngd ngudi nim trén sofa, mo tivi, tyr minh xem

C0 biu moi, |am thé ndo ciing chéing thé thdt ra 10 tir chdi, vi thé ¢6 cam chiu bét dau ndu nuéng —— ké tir lin 6 khi ct tring tay, anh khong bao gio
bao c6 cho thit bam vao trong mi nita.

Trong tivi dang chiéu Churong trinh hai kich, Vién T6 Van vira xem vira cudi, gidng nhu mdt cau thiéu nién khéng ¢ phién ndo, ny cudi don thuin twoi



thn.

“Nay...” C6 bung bat mi dat én ban tra trude mit anh, diia dé 6 trén bat, sau do c6 xoay ngudi mudn vao phong bép.

Thé nhung ¢b tay ¢6 bi anh giit lai, ndm rét chit, ¢6 bén bt déc di ngdi xudng canh anh, ndi: “Gi ddy, n mi ciing mubn em ngdi cing sao. ..”
“Um,” anh nhin ¢6, gat dAu, “Em khong con nhé u, lic ¢ trén dinh nii ngim sao, em da hira voi anh, luén udn & bén anh. ..

C6 kh& nhéch miéng, khong ndi gi.

C6 lam sao quén duoc chit, co chua bao gio quén. ..

Anh tha tay ¢ ra, bung Ién bat mi & trén ban, an rat ngon knh.

Lan da ctia anh von di |d mau ia mi khong biét tir khi ndo da tréing rdi, rdu King phing & c%tyrn va hai bén it nhin qua bong loang, mai toc rdi boi hién gio
chai gon gang ¢ sau tai ¢d khong khoi tyr hoi, day that 1a anh sao, 1a chang trai lic ngam sao bdo minh ¢ bén anh. ..

“Anh nghi rdi. . ”” Anh nu6t mi vao trong miéng, nic dii thé, ic néi van c6 chit khong rd rang,

“Néu em cam thiy quéa khir c6 qué nhiéu ap Iyc d6i v6i em, khong bang ching ta coi ddi phurong i ngudi moi quen biét, bit dau mot lin nira.”

“...C6 thé cha’?”

“Puong nhién 14 duge!” Lic anh ndi cAu ndy, trong mit tran day sw ngoan cd ctia chang thiéu nién.

C6 lai cudi khd, diing vdy, duong nhién c6 thé, ching qua dbi véi co. . .rét kho.

“Emc6 thé gia vos coi anh B mdt cAp trén rét khé im viée chung, nhung khi tiép xtic qua cong viéc, lai phét hién anh i mdt ngudi dan ong rét 6t ——

“_ emva anh tiép xtic v6i nhau ciing khong phéi trong lic lm viée.” C6 nhin khong duoc nhéc nho.

“Anh chi & dura ra mt vi du,” anh phén béc, “NGi tiép, sau khi em phat hign anh & mdt nguoi dan ong rt tt, khong thé cim long m yéu anh, sau d6
biet duoc anh cd y véi em——
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“Thi a....”” Anh nghen 161, ¢6 phan mit kién nhdn, “Hay, tom lai ching ta déu thich nhau, hon nita d xay ra mot s& chuyén. . .gjita nguoi truéng thanh moi
¢6 thé xay ra.”

“Em khong mudn hoi “chuyén gitta ngudi trrong thanh mdi ¢6 thé xay ra’ 1 chuyén gi sa0?”” Anh dimng lai nhin c6.

“Khong muén.” Lan dau tién c6 tra 1oi mot cach durt khoat va kién quyét.

“Vay thoi, noi dén dau rdinhi. .. A, ding rdi, ching ta xay ra mdt s chuyén giira nguoi trudng thanh, sau d6 cam thiy ddi phwrong ciing tt, cho nén hen
nguoi 16n hai nha ra ngoai &n bita com, sau d6 s€ song cting nhau, ¢6 & qua mot khoang thoi gian em s€ béo Ién, murdi Thang sau trong nha ¢ thém mdt
thanh vién moi, nhung duong nhién, trude d6 em s€ nhan duge mot vat...”

“»* C6 nhin anh, tAm trang khén trwong vo ¢

Anh dt bat mi xudng, ling ting n ngwong ngling Iy ra mt vat & trong tii, d6 B mdt chiée hop nhung miu den, khong can nghi ciing biét trong d6
dung cai gl

Anh van kién tri dua qua tay 0, ra hiéu c6 mo ra.

C6 chan chd cam Ay, ¢b Ky ding khi, chAm chdm mo ra quéa nhién, |2 mot chiéc nhAn kim cuong,

Bau khong khi lap tre trd nén ngung dong, qua hoi liu Thé Phan mdi ndi: “Anh dang cau hon v6i em sao?”
Vién T6 Van mat ty nhién gi dau: “Theo mirc d6 ndo d6...emc6 thé hiéu nhur vay.”

[T3E ]



“Emxin I8i....”” Co dong hop lai, tra vé trong tay anh, “Bay giy em con chura thé. . .”

C6 khong biét nén néi tiép thé ndo, co so ton thirong anh. Hang Tur ndi néu ton thurong mdt ngudi thi dai dién cho cau khong yéu ngudi d6, nhung co
phat hién anh ta sai roi, c6 d6i khi, ton thurong cling I3 yéu, ¢6 E 1a loai tinh yéu cang sau sac hon.

“Thé 4...” Vién T6 Van thét vong nhin chiéc hop trong tay, anh khong nhin ¢o.
Déu cd tura trén vai anh, kh khang ndm ly tay anh, m nhur viy 1 mudn cho anh mot chit an ti.
C6 I mot ngiy ndo do6 ¢o s& nhan chiéc hop ndy, co 18 t6i ngiy d6 rdi anh da rdi xa co. .. Nhung mi cd biét khong phai | ngiy hom nay.

Hom sau Thé Phan yﬁn khéng dén ghS Tuéng Bach Li§t, khong biét tal sao, ¢O coO chut s¢ hﬁi, SO ](‘)ng do du va yéu dubi ctia minh s& khién anh ta mt
kién nhan. Anh ta sap dir6i, c6 mudn d€ anh ta nhin thay mdt Vién Thé Phan ¢ can dam Iy lai niém tin, méc du dé cd & khdng phai 1a c6 chén that.

“Anh d6i qua...” Vién T6 Van ndm bén canh tr& ngudi, thi thio noi.

C6 ding strc mo to mit, syc nhé tdi qua vi im anh bgén, 6 da dong y véi 10i dé nghi & qua dém ctia anh. Nhung bon ho khong c6 1im “chuyén xay ra
gitta nguoi truong thanh™, chi 1d ndm canh nhau, tay nam tay di vao giac ngg.

Co nhérgrrfit lai, nhung khong 6 ngu, boi vi trong 1ong thinh linh ¢6 cam xtic hanh phiic vy quanh, khién c6 ngat tho. Tri tim ¢6 din mé man, ¢6 that
sur ¢ thé nhan duge hanh phic nhu vy sao c6 ¢o thé ch?

Vién T6 Van cudn ly chan, viron chan géc 1én ngudi ¢6, mi¢ng khé nhéch, chat 1ong trong sudt theo khoe miéng chéy ra, thim vao gbi dau ctia co
0, nguoi ndy that 1a ngurdi dan dng that vong boi vi bi tir choi 16i cau hdn sao?

C6 diing strc da chan anh ra, dimg Ién di vao phong tim, c6 md voi nude, bt dau dénh réng, Ban chii dénh réng trong cbc lai 6 mot thém mdt céi
trong con mdi, ¢d kinh ngac ngirng tay, 14 anh lam sao, khi nao the?

C6 I& tinh tinh xAu xa kia vinh vién khong thay déi. ..

Bdng nhién chudng ctra vang Ién, ¢6 phun ra kem danh ring con sét trong miéng, stic miéng qua loa miy cai, rdi dén canh cira cdm ng ndi ctia b dam,
mot hinh dang quen thudc xuat hién trén man hinh.

“‘Lame,”me chim chimnoi, “Budi sang vira toi chd ba ngoai, ba ngoai goi tAt nhiéu banh sti céo, bao me dua qua cho con.”
“Vang...” C6 4n it mo cira, dau 6c tréng rong, nhur ki quén mét didu gi d6 rit quan trong,

Bdng chdc, cd thang thbt quay dau nhin phong ngi —— con cb mdt ngudi dan dng dang ndm trén girong ¢ khong phai sao?!
“Vién T6 Van!”

Cb chay qua nhy Ién ngudi anh, anh dang ngi1 say lp tirc quat to mdt tiéng, giat ndy ngudi trén giudng,

“Mau, mau trén dil Me em dén ddy. ..” C6 ding toan bg strc Iyrc kéo anh dimg Ién, nhung khong biét nén nhét mdt ngudi cao o nhur vay vao dau.
Cudi cling anh tinh tao, chép it nhin cd, n6i: “Tai sao anh phai trén?”

“Me, me em dén day!” Co gép dén do noi ning Ion xon.

“0.” Vién T6 Van nhit lén quan 4o minh & dudi d4t, mic timg céi vao, sau d6 toi clra mang gidy.

“Anh dang lam gi d6...” C6 dung trurdc miit anh, ngo ngac noi.

“Thi roi di.” Anh nghiém tic tra loi.
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... Trong nhay miit, hdc mét c6 nong Ién, rét mubn n6i voi anh, ¢6 khong phai mudn dudi anh di, chi 1 hang van 1di n6i bi méc can dudi day long, am
sao cling khong néi thanh 101,

Anh md cira ra ngoai, vira di miy bude thi thang méy phat ra tiéng “dinh”, ngimg lai.

Cira thang méy mo ra, Thé Phan thiy me tir bén trong di t6i, sau d6 c6 chit nghi hogic nhin mdt du khéc cuia hanh lang, ¢6 theo tim mat me nhin qua,
Vién T6 Van dang dua lung vé phia hai nguoi dimg tai canh ctra ctia can ho sat vach, dong tac nhur la dang khoa cira, sau d6 anh xoay nguoi, lam nhur
bat ngd nhin c6 néi: “O, c6 Vién, xin chao.”

“Xin chao...” C6 ing timg dung do.

“LA...me ¢ sa0?” Anh hoa nh git du véi ba Vién.



“Um...”

“A, chao béc, chiu ¢ sat vach a.” Anh thit tha gii dau.

“Chao cau.” Me nhin anh bing 4nh miét ky quéi, nhung biéu tinh khong c6 gi khéc thuong,

“Ding Itc chéu phai ra ngodi, di trude a.” Noi xong, anh 4n nit di xudng, ctra thang mdy mo ra lan nita.

Me ndi loi “tam biét” voi “hang xont” méi quen, sau d6 vong qua nguoi Thé Van di vao trong thay gidy. C6 nhin anh di vio thang méy, hai nguoi trim
méic nhin nhau, ban tay ¢4 cAm ndm cira hoi run rdy, sau d6 tai phit choc cira thang may khép lai, c6 ciing dong cira lai.

Me di t6i di Iui trong phong, gitip ¢6 thu don phong dc, ba n6i rat nhidu v6i ¢d, nhung ¢ lai dang tri, hinh nhur tréi tim da theo thang may di xudng

Sic nyit cta anh khong c6 gi khong 6n, nhung cd cho rang d6 diém khong 6n I6n nhét. Anh nhur la dang kiém nén ndi ban khoin trong lbng minh,
thuyét phuc ban than chap nhan ndi ban khoan niy, nhung khong thé thuyét phuc ban than khong mét mat, khong bang hoang, khong dau budn.

C6 e trai qua loi tir chéi dém qua, anh khong ndi gian, nhung ciing khong giong nhur sang nay, dudng nhu chua timg xay ra chuyén gi
phai 1a anh, 1a Vién T6 Van tinh tinh xau xa kia.

day khong
C6 I& nhur anh da n6i, c6 cang kéo anh ra khoi cudc song binh yén, mang v& thoi gian trudc day, thé thi anh can ding nhiéu thoi gian hon moi c6 thé thodt
khoi thoi gian, bdi vay anh can phai thay d6i chinh minh 1an nita. Anh néi anh khong ngai, tuyét doi khong ban tam. ...

Nhung ma c6 ban tam, vo cling ban tim

Sang thir hai, Thé Phén mang theo hy vong di vao chd doi thang méy trong tda cao bc, rt nhidu ngudi dang doi, nhung khong c6 béng dang ctia Vien
T6 Van.

C6 I& c6 da bo 15 thdi gian anh s& xut hién.

Co theo dam ngui di vao thang may, quay nguoi lai, Shelly dang tiroi cudi ding & sau co.
“Chao bubi sang. ..” C6 hoi kinh ngac.

“Chao bubdi sang,” Shelly vui vé chao hoi véi ¢o, “Hom nay Vién T Van di cong tac rdi.”
“Di cong tac?” C6 chura nghe anh nhic qua.

“Um, phai ba hay nam ngiy m6i vé.”

“Vang...” C6 cup mit, khong dinh hoi tiép.

Budc vao vin phong, ¢ dong cira lai, buc boi Iy dién thoai ra, miy lin mubn bim ddy sb da thude 1ong tir Ju, nhung ngdn tay cimg ngic ciia ¢d lai
chan chir.

Cudi clng, ¢6 van goi, nhung theo nhip tim dn dép ctia ¢6 chinh 14 giong néi nhic nho: “S6 dién thoai ban vira goi hién da tit my...”

C6 ngd trén ghé, cam thay minh khong thé tap trung im bét ctr chuyén gi, vi thé ca budi sang c6 cir ngin ngo, ¢ nhé toi anh mit ciia anh khi vao thang
may roi xoay ngurdi nhin ¢6, kién quyét ma mang theo y cuoi, duong nhur vi ¢ anh s€ khong tiéc moi thir.

C6 chot cam thay, nhan dugc tinh yéu ctia anh, ¢6 1& i chuyén may nvén nhat trén thé gidi nay. ..

Di dong rung rung trén ban, pha tan sy yén tinh, khién ¢6 hoang hét. Trén man hinh nhay én ddy s6 ¢ wira goi, ngon tay khong biét tai sao trd nén cimg
ngic va do du, co nhe nhang 4n nit nghe méy, dat bén tai.

“Em doan xem anh dang & dau?” Gigng n6i clia anh van ra vé thodi méi.

“... Tomlai khong & day.”

“Bmndi ‘6 day’ 1 chd n20?”” Anh c6 chit mo hd.

“...Béncanhem”

Cb nghe duoc am thanh hit sdu ngac nhién & dau day bén kia, c6 nhoén miéng cudi, ngin ngo ctia ca budi sang da tan bién.
“Anh s& nhanh chéng tré v&, tré nhét 1 thir sau.” Anh cudi noi.

“Um...” Lic ndy ¢b nguoc lai khong biét nén ndi tiép ra sao.



“Nay!”

“Em s& nh¢ anh chir?” Cau hoi ciia anh don gian thing thin.

Nhung 6 khong thé tra 161, hinh nhur loai than mét nay khién c6 khong dam dén gin mot budc.

“Em khong thé mién cudng git ddu sao?”” Anh phan nan.

C5 nhiu my, mién cudng git dau.

Anh b5ng nhién cudi rd 18n, cudi rat vui vé: “Vira rdi em nhit dinh that su gt dhu phai khdng?”

“Khong c6...” C6 suc nhd cho dit minh gat d4u thé nio anh ciing khong nhin thy, c6 dit khoat manh miéng phi nhan.
Nhung anh van cudi, hinh nhu khong tin, cubi ctng anh dan cd ¢ viée déuco thé goianh bét ctr e ndo, rdi clip may.
C6 budng di dong, nhin ngoai cira s0, ciing khdng nhin dugc ny cuoi.

/*/

“Cb biét khong,” giira trura lic &n com dudi iu Carol bii ngii n6i, “Géan déy toi chot phat hién dan dng c6 thé Iyra chon trén thé gidi ndy cang ngiy cang
it.”

«...La yéu cau cuia 6 cang ngay cang cao qua thoi”

“Co I8, c0 ta dimg mot chit, “Nhung diéu nay khong c6 g dang trach, néu phu nit khong ¢6 yéu cu véi sur lwa chon ban dau ciia minh, thé thi cude
sOng sau ndy s€ cang ngy cang hong bét.”

Thé Phén bét cudi, Carol chinh i loai ngurdi luon ¢6 thé dimg nguy bién ndi ra 1vi ¢6 dao ly.
“Con ¢ thi sao, cd ciiing chi nhd hon t6i mdt tudi ma thdi, ching & khong c6 ai dé lya chon sa0?”

C6 biu mdi, khong hé bat ngd dé tai nity lai chuyén sang minh, boi vy ¢ ung dung tré 1o “Toi nghi | 6, chéing qua, quan h¢ gitra nam va nir o khi s&
trd nén rat phuc tap, cho nén...”

Co suc nhé t6i cau tré’k‘yi ctia “Van dam phong khinh” d6i véi “Tinh cAu ¢6 don” & trong tiét muc: d6 can ban khong phai [a mit sy Iya chon. ... ¢6 hinh
nhu hi€u duge anh muon néi cai gi.

“Pidu dd khong phai [a mot sy lya ch(_)n,’: co ndi, “Ma ]a mdt loai hiéu biét 13n nhau, khi ¢ hiéu mdt nguoi, ¢d s¢ khong dé y sy Iya chon cua dbi
phuong hodc 14 ctia minh, bdi vi ¢d ¢6 thé than nhién doi dién véi moi thi.”

Carol ngo ngac nhin ¢d, ding strc chop mit, n6i: .. .C6 ¢6 tiémnang I6n kam loai chuyén gia tim Iy lira gat nguoi ta trén tivi.”

“...Camon.”

13.2

Edit: Sam

Trd lai cOng ty, trén hanh lang diic biét im king, da s0 dong nghiép déu ra ngoi an com, nhing nguwdi & lai mdt B miét mai lam viée, hai i ngi g ngi gt
tai cho. Liic di qua cho r&, Theé Phan bat can dung phai mit nguoi, ¢d voi vang néi xin 101, khi ngang dau Ién ¢d khong khdi ngdy ngurdi, Carol da kéu lén
trudce: “La. . .co!”

Thé Phén ling ting gfii dAu, chinh 1 c6 gAi da timg hét ca phé ndng 1én ngudi co.

“Xin chao,” cb gai cling nhin ra co, “Nguoi nén xin 16i 13 t6i.”

“Chd ¢ bi phong bay gior khong sao chir?”

“Um...”

“T6i xin 16i!”

“Khong c6 g.” Tam trang ctia ¢b hoi phire tap, hinh nhur nén trach moc, nhung khong thé ndo oan trach ¢6 gai trudc mit.



“A,”tir trong tiii xach 6 gai By ra hai c4i hop mau hdng nhat dira cho hai ¢6, “Day 1 keo mirmg ciia toi.”
“C6 that sy két hon rdil” Carol mo to nit, nhur 1 khong tin,

“Phai.”

“Cing nguoi Y kia?”

“A, khong phéi, hai nguoi hiéu Amrdi.” C6 gai lic dau.

“0.” Trén mit Carol viét “Téi biét co ga di mrdc ngoai ma”.

“Anh Ay 1 ngurdi Phap, khong phai ngudi Y, chi 1 sdng tai Y thoi” C6 gii con noi.

“,..” Carol hoan toan im lang,

“Chuic ming.” Thé Phan cudi noi.

C6 ¢6 phai nén vui mirng hay khong? “Tinh dich” két hon roi. .

Bon ho tambiét, gidng nhur gitra nhing dong nghiép binh thudng, Thé Phén trd lai vin 1 phong, trong long van con suy nghi vé chuyén ban ndy, c6 nho
minh vi Vién TS Van ma chin tai hoa kia, c6 bét dic di cudi kho, 6 1§, ngoai trir mudn dén bit trd duia dai ctia minh, hanh dong kia ciing 1 mot loai ban

ning, ban ning yéu mjt nguoi

C6 ngudi nhe nhang g3 cira, ¢6 ndi moi vao, ¢b gai vira 1di rut & dimg trude mit ¢o.

Cb hoi bt ngd, nhungvancumthanthlen, €6 I& c0 gai nay chinh la loalngucndlemtmhnho nhd mi d& dang mét binh tinh, chiing qua khi yéu mdt ngudi
lai sinh ra diing khi to 1on, ké ca ding 1i ndi chét van sic bén va ding ca phé nong hoi hit 1én ngudi dbi phirong —— ¢6 ta con chura trudng thanh,
nhung c6 ban tinh diing cam ctia nguoi phy nit khi yéu.

“Xin 101, t6i c6 thé quiy riy c6 mot chit khong?” C6 gai dimg & canh cira, khong biét nén am sao.

“Puong nhién, ngdi di.”

C0 gdi ngdi xudng ghé ddi dién, n6i: “Tdi rat mudn trinh trong xin 16i ¢6 lan nira! Sau khi chuyén d6 Xy ra, toi vén chura thira nhén minh ¢6 161, nhung ky
that c6 1 nguoi v t0i, chi k ¢6 1ong gitip d6. . .anh Ay ma thoi, vi thé t6i nén xin 16i ¢6, tOi xin bil”

Thé Phan cuoi khd, ¢6 1 ngudi vo i sao, chi vi gitip d&. . .ddng nghiép thoi sao?

“Um....hy vong ¢6 c6 thé tha thir cho toi.”

“T6i khong dé chuyén nay trong long.”

C6 gi 16 ra ny curdi cam kich ma ngwrong ngling: “Cam on! Ngodi ra. . .con ¢o mdt viée t6i mubn nhd ¢o.”
“C6 c6 thé gitp toi chuyén i cho Vién TS Van khong?”

Gitip “tinh dich”” chuyén 10i? Khong phai rit ky Ia sao. ..

“Hién tai toi khong phai thu ky ctia anh dy

It
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“Nhung t6i khong d4mn6i véi Shelly. ..

“...Vay duoc 1L

“Phién 6 16i voi anh dy. .. xin 167°....”

“...Chi I caunay thoi sao?”

“Um, ndi véi anh Ay t6i that sy mubn xin 163, con nita. . .hy vong anh 4y s& khong quén to1.”

Cb ghi cudi that tha, gid phit ndy & trong it Thé Phén lai choi mit nhu vay, tAm tinh ni néng king I8 chiém ctr ¢6, nhung c6 lai bat hrc.

Cb ghi dimg day céo tir, cd git dau c6 18, cn mdi, khién minh tréng binh finh.



Cb ngdi im king mdt lic, bdng nhién ly ra di dong goi cho Vién T6 Van.
“A 167 Am thanh ctia anh nghe ra rét diu dang

“Um...” Khiu khi ciia ¢6 ctmg ngdic, gidng nhu Tt Mac.

“Chuyén gi?”

“_..”” Loi dén bén miéng lai khong thé ndi ra.

C5 phai néi thé nao véi anh ddy, n6i c6 nguoi téi, hy vong anh van luén ghi nhé —— anh s& cuoi chir, cudi xau xa boi vi anh biét ¢ dang ghen.
“Sao thé?”” Anh & d4u day bén kia nghi hoic, sau d6 phat ra tiéng cudi map mo, “Hay . ..em goi qua chi i mudn Eing nghe giong ndi ctia anh?”
“Xudng dia nguc di” C6 nhin khong duge rit gio.

“Sao vay...” Gipng n6i anh c¢d vé vo tdi, nhur Ia dira tré khong biét minh da Bm sai chuyén gi.

“...Khong co gi!”

Thé Phén cin mbi, n6i: “Khéng co viée gi, vay thoi, tam biét!”
Noi xong co 4n nut, trén min hinh xvét hién khung nhic nhé cude dién thoai da két thic.

C6 40 ndo vo toc minh, tai sao phai goi cho anh chir, da goi rdi thi tai sao khong ndi ra, ¢b rt cude mubn thé nao day?! C6 1§ Vién TS Van & bén dau
day bén kia cling dang hdi van d¢€ nay. ..

C6 khoanh tay dtmg trurdc cira s6, ngdy ngudi nhin cdy xanh & xa xa, nhur vy, anh s& nhd ¢6 gai ndy chir, anh con nhé ¢b gai nay khong?
Gidng nhur anh van luon nhé Vién Thé Phan da di xa kia. ..

Téi thir tu, sau khi tan tim Thé Phén dén siéu thi mua 0, lic trér vé& ddu xe, ¢6 trong théy chiéc xe nhd cia Tir Mic da lAu khong gip —— ddy khong
phai cé nghia 1 c6 ay da trd veé r6i sao?

Vi thé ¢6 tré lai can h, nhur thirdng 6 tir cira s6 nhin quanh tinh hinh trén By, cho dén tam gior ti dén r6t cude sang Ién.
C5 Iy ra chai rrou d6 moi mua tir trong tii db, ¢6 vii chinh minh, rdi di Ién lau.

Nhung mi, ¢6 bém chudng thit Au, bén trong khong ¢6 chitt dong tinh. Tir Miic vén con gian, hay i khong thé tha thir cho c6 day? C6 I& ndo.. .ca doi
nay cd ay s€ khong tha thir cho ¢ khong?

Ngay lic Thé Phan turng ring khong c6 nguoi di ra mo cira, Tir Mic lai chm réi mo cira ra, cin mdi ngo ngac hin ¢d.
C6 nhoe miéng cuoi cho 1 nu cudi than thiét nhét, nhe giong ndi: “Té ¢ thé vao khong. . t6 mang theo céinay...”

N6i xong, c6 cam chai ruou trong tay, ra vé Ay long,

T Mic cup nit, nhur 1 dang suy tur, cubi ciing van mo rong cira ra.

Trong phong khach c6 rét nhidu hop gidy xép chong chét, bén canh do 1 chdng sach tap chi ngin nép, canh tugng nay hinh nhu 1a chii nhén dang tim gi
do.

Thé Phén ryt r& nhin Tir Miic, khong biét ¢6 nén di qua ngdi xudng sofa nhur 14 chura timg xay ra chuyén gi, hay 1 cir dimg tai chd, ché chii nhén lén
tieng.

“Ngdi di....” Rét cude Tir Miic cét tiéng, nhung giong nbi clmg ngdic ching c6 vé gi than thiét.
C6 gt dAu, grong gao ngdi xudng, trong ldng ciing bét an.
Tir Miic dén canh hop gidy, tu tim kiém gi d6, hinh nhur ¢6 chi i mot cai bong trén sofa, nhur ¢6 nhur khong,

hai nguoi khong hen ma cling im king, ca phong chi nghe dugc tiéng vang ctia ddng hd qua Jic trén turdng, cling voi tiéng ctia dira tré tinh nghich bin
phéo & xa xa.

Thé nhung, lai vao chinh lic ndy c6 lai cam nhan dugc mot cach ménh fiét, minh khong phai Thé Van ma 1 Thé Phén!



Theo lay dong ctia dong hd qua ic, duong nhu ¢0 trd ve hién thire timg chit mot, ghé sofa miu x4m, ban tra mau den, tim thAm miu do, ngin ti mau
tréng. . .ciing voi Tir Miic ngdi trude hop gidy mau ndu, tt ca moi thir déu tré nén chan that.

“Cau con nhé ngdy truc nhat sau khi tan hoc khong,” Tir Mic dua lung vé phia c6, bdng nhién ndi, “Lan ndo ciu ciing. . khong chiu dé t¢ quét réc.”
‘ﬂ?’?

“So ¢ hit phéi bui bam, bénh suyén s& tai phat.”

“Con c¢6 muron sach tai hi€u sach & céng truong...”

“Tu Mic...”

“Ong chu s& dua sach moi cho bon minh chon, sau d6 moi dat trén gia sach.”

“MGi lan thi dAu dién kinh, bon minh déu ngdi & mép san, mdi lan thi lai mon thé duc déu khong thé thiéu bon minh.”

[T

“Khi t¢ ngdi bénh, cau uon mang bai tap dén tham to, khi cau ngdl bénh, t6 s& dit cip séch ctia minh trén chd ngdi clia cu, gidng nhur cau khong ¢6 nghi
IIQC.,’

“Cau hoi t& thich mdt ngudi co cam gide g, t6 fira cau n6i khong biét, nhung cau van khong 1t ty t6.”

(T3]

Am thanh ciia Tir Méic nghe ra rét vui vé, timg doan hoi trc nhur 1 ding méy énh chup lai, bi dé chéit dudi ddy long Tir Méc, chira trong mot chiéc hop
quy gia nhat, chiéc hop do tén 1a “tinh ban”.

“A, ding rdi, con nhé vron hoa ndim canh truong khong

ac,” Thé Phan hit sdu mot hoi, “Céu ciing biét, t& khong phai Thé Van.”

Nhung ¢6 gii chat phic nay lai quit cudng n6i: “Cau khong nhé vuron hoa sao, in dau tién bon minh kn udng bia & 6 ddy, ciu noi, khong thé cho bat
cu ai bict, ngoai chi cuia cdura...”

“Tir Miic!” Nude mit Thé Phén tir khde it chay mf)ng, nhung c6 lai khong nhan ra, c6 chi mudn ngiin can nhitng hdi tre dot ngOt ap toi, mdi mdt doan
déu Ia ve ngurdi em gai ma c6 yéu nhat, moi mot doan a n6i dau dudi day long 6 khéd ma lanh lai.

[T3E1]

Tir Mic binh tinh lai, bong dang gy go ngdi trude bé cira s, ¢o vé clmg do. Thé Phan khong nhin thiy nét mit ctia ¢b Ay, nhung 6 thé cam nhan droc
nudc mét ctia ¢d Ay, ciing i nude mit co don.

Thé Phén bdng nhién y thirc duoc, néu dbi lai 1 minh, e rang cting khong thé tha thir ngudi da cudp di ngudi ban thén, nhung lai ich ky muén dugc
chudc t6i boi vi, ngudi trong hdi tre kia khong ai c6 thé thay thé.

Nhung Tir Mac dung giong diéu binh than noi: “Co thé nhd cAu mdt viée khong?”
‘ﬂ?’?
“Gia lam. .. Thé Van lan nita cho t6 di...”

[T 1]

“B6i vi,” Tir Miic dimg mot chit, hinh nhu tim dugc thir mudn tim, d6 1 mdt tim anh chup c6 4y va Thé Van, “T& con rat nhiéu loi mudn ndi voi ciu dy,
to trong rang van con thoi gian, lai. . .chua kip noi voi cau ay...”

“Té xin 16i. . .t6 xin 16i...”” Thé Phan diqua 6m lay Tir Mic tir (ﬁﬂg sau, nude mét khong ngimg chay xubng, ¢ gai trén tAm anh twoi cudi, diém tinh ma
diu dang, cho du cho c6 gai ay ca the gioi, co ciing khong hé tiéc nuoi.



Tir M xoay ngudi, trén khudn mit cting day nude i, khée miéng lai twoi cudi: “Con nguoi doi khi rat ky quai, lic & ngay bén canh thi ching mudn
16i gi, mit rdi thi lai c6 rat nhiu 16i mudn ndi. Nhung ma, mét chinh i mét, ¢6 18 c6 thé gia v van con ¢ ddy, nhung khong thé ndo gia vor ca doi.”

“Cho nén,” Tir Miic nhin c6, 4nh mét hién lnh lai dang yéu, “C6 thé hira v6i t6 khong, dé to noi hét. ..

“Pugc. ..” Thé Phan gat dau, ding strc lau nurée mit, cho dui 1 gia vo, ¢6 ciing khéng mudn cho Tir Mic nhin thiy mdt Thé Van roi I6.
“Nhung khi t& n6i xong roi, cau c6 thé hira voi t& thém mot viée nira khong?”

“Dumg gia vor nita, tir nay vé sau. . .dimg gia vo nita.”

C6 that su ngimg roi nude miét, c6 1§ 14 kinh ngac, c6 18 I quén mat, nhung anh it chan thanh ctia Tir Maic nhu I 4nh sang Ky mo ctia ngon hai dang tir
xa chiéu trén mét bicn t6i den, chiéu sang bau troi, mit bién, cling chi€u sang con dudng ve nha clia co.

Co ngdi canh hop glay, mim cudi, ding amtlnnh diu dang néi: “Téi ddy, ké cho t6 nghe, mic dii 1 vui vé, trdng nhd, hoang mang hay 1 dau khd, chi
can cu mudn ndi t& déu rét thich nghe, boi vi..

“Da bay nam . . .t& khong c6 nghe.”

Séng thir sau, Thé Phan bdng nhién nhan dugc dién thoai ctia Tudng Bach Ligt, ¢6 tuong rang anh ta rmén goi sang hoi khi ndo thi dén chd anh ta “tai
kham”, nhung anh ta chi n6i hen ¢ cting an trwa. C6 nghi nghi, quyét dinh chon quén an cach tda cao dc hai con phd, khong biét tai sao, ¢d theo truc
giac khong mudn dé nguoi khéc trong thy.

“Bita comniy c6 moi nhé?” Tudng Bach Liét t6i tré muroi lim pht.

“Puong nhién.”” C6 mim cudi, noi.

“Thé 4, vy toi phai goi mdt phan tom him, trén bang hiéu viét ‘hdm nay gia dic biét, mbi khach chi can 588 t&°.”

“C4i d6...” Nu cudi trén mit Thé Phan cho du lam thé nao cting khong gitt duoc, “Hay 1a chon mén khac di.”

Anh ta khép lai thyre don, troi cudi kha 4i ndi voi nguoi phuc vu: “Mot phdn com ga nudéng, camon.”

Nhin thiy bong déng nguoi phuc vu roi di, Thé Phan thé phao nhe nhdm, quay dau lai, Tudng Bach Liét twoi cudi nhin co.

“Dimg ding dnh mét d6 nhin t6i, mubn chon phin 588 & anh ciing qua tay 16i d6.”

“Sorry, t6i chi dua chit thoi,” anh ta gio tay Ién, y i dimg dé ¥, “Homnay hen c6 ra ki mudn ndi voi ¢b, sang ngiy mit t6i s& di.””

C6 kinh ngac nhin anh ta, khong n6i ra 1i, thé thi...co da bo 1& lan “tai kham” cudi clng sao?

“T6i ciing khong ngd, ngiy chia tay dén nhanh nhu vay.”

“A....”” C6 hoi budn vi nhitng oi ndy ctia anh ta.

Trong liic ¢6 mo méng thit vong nhat, 1A ngudi trude miit gitp do ¢, khich & c6. Miic dit bon ho chi la bic si va bénh nhan, tham chi con khong bang
ban than, nhung moi Ian gip that bai hodc noi gidn, chi can nglﬁ‘dén‘ nhig 161 khich I ctia anh ta, thé gidi duong nhu khong trd nén t¢ hai nhur trong
tudng tuong cta co. Co 1§ nao tai gidy phitt nay anh ta ciling budn rau nhur ¢6 ching?

“Lic t0i dit vé méy bay khong can than bAm sai mily chi ma thoi, t6i khi nhén dugc vé phét hign phai xuét phét trude thoi han mudi ngdy.” Anh ta bt
dac di nhin vai, uong mot ngum nude da trude mat, sau d6 ra vé mong chd nhin vé phia phong bep.

“_..” Puoc 10i, ¢ 18 anh ta khong budn rau nhur ¢6 tudng tuong,

“T6i khong béo cho ngudi nha biét, t6i dinh cho bon ho mdt big surprise. ..” Anh ta hung phén noi.

“0...” Thé Phén vd trén, do khoc dor cudi noi, “Binh throng néu nghe loai dbi thoai thé nay ¢ trong phim, chimg t6 ngudi ny s& lp tirc phét hign mdt
s0 chuyén khong tot, vi du nhu ngoai tinh, ban bé phan bdi hodc 1a nha bi cudp van van. .. Néu noi vy, anh xac dinh anh con muon cho ho mot ‘bat
ngd” khdng?”

“Hum. ..” Tudng Bach Liét nhiu may, nhu 1a dang nghiém tic suy nghi.



Lic nay, mon an ho da goi dugc bung Ién, viNthé' hai nguoi quyét dinh tam thoi bo xudng “phién ndo” ndy, bat dau gidi quyét thirc an trong dia ctia minh.
Doi deén khi &n gan xong, Tudng Bach Liét bong nhién noi:

“Cb biét khong, t0i timg cho ring ¢6 1 ngudi kho tién trién nhét trong tét ca bénh nhan cua toi
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Anh ta khong tinh nguyén lam ra ddng tac “mor”.

“Anh c6 tong cong bao nhiéu bénh nhan?”

Anh ta nhin trdn nha, nghiém ttc suy nghi, r0i n6i: “Tam thoi thi. . .hai ngwoi.”

Nhung anh ta chang hé dé tAm ma ndi tiép: “Két qua, toi lai phat hién c6 1 ngudi tién by nhanh nhat.”

C6 budng thia trong tay, nhin anh ta, néi viy, ngudi tién bo cham chinh I Tir Miac?

“Cho nén t6i mudn ndi ring, cude song thudng hay nim ngoai dur kién clia ching ta, chura t6i phut cudi ciing thi khong nén coi nhe bo cude.”

C0 bt cudi, ding vy, anh ta chinh & ngudi nhr thé, sau mdt trang vO nghia thi ludn noi ra mdt s6 triét Iy
nhat, khong hé nan long, cling khong cé che day.

day 1a anh ta, Tuong Bach Liét chan that
“Anh biét khong,” c6 nhin anh ta, chan thanh néi, “Mic du nhitng khich 1 ctia anh uon. . .rat ky quai, nhung nghi k¥ lai, khong biét ching da cho t6i bao
nhiéu diing khi.”

Bon ho nhin nhau cudi, vi nhitng 10 nay cta ¢4, cling vi mfn duyén ‘fpac sT° va “bénh nhan” ndy, ¢6 I8 cang 1 vi bon ho nhén ra sy dong cam trén ngudi
d6i phurong, khong can hiéu nhau ¢& ndo, nhung c6 thé dong cam 6 vii [an nhau.

“A,” Tuong Bach Liét thé' dai n6i, “Lic that su sdp rdi khoi. ..m6i phat hién c6 chit luyén tiéc. ..

“Bdi vi cd gai anh thich?”

Anh ta cudi lic dau: “Khéng chi thé, mdt khi sdng tai noi ndo thi luon sinh ra cam giac ¥ lai, lic r0i di ¢6 & s& can quyét tim rat lon.”

“Nhung anh con c6 thé tré vé,” ¢d dirg mot chitt, hinh nhu khong khéing dinh cho Fim, .. .khong phai sao?”

Anh ta git dau: “Toi nghi a ¢6.”

“Anh khong chéc chén u?”

“Con ngudi s& thuong xuyén kimra chuyén minh khong ndm chéic, khi co quyét dinh tir Anh tr& vé, khong phai ciing khéng nim chic d6 sao?”
“Nhung c6 da trd lai, thir thay d6i, hon nita cang ngay cang t6t hon.”

C6 mudn cho anh ta mdt ny cudi, nhung khong khoi the dai mot hoi, dudng nhu ln swong mi vén dé nén trong ong ¢6, vao lic dém dai tinh ing, n6
lu6n €ép cd deén ngat tho.

“Sao thé?” Anh ta nhay cam hoi.

“Khong. . khong c6 gl cb cup it xuong, qua hdi lau moi n01 tiép, “Anh biét khong, t6i cam thdy minh khéng ximg nhn duoc hanh phiic. . khong ximg
nhén duoc nhitng diéu may mén va tot dep, t6i khong ximg.”

s

“Me t6i n6i, ngay tir dau ba da biét t61 khong phai Thé Van ma i Thé Phan. Klen Phi ndi, ¢6 ay cting khong quan tim t6i la ai, co 4y cam on 6ng troi vi
khong mang toi di. Tir Mac ndi, ¢6 4y mudn toi gia am The Van ln nita, ¢6 Ay c6 rt nhidu diéu mudn ndi voi Thé Vén, nhung sau khi ni xong, hy vong
toi tir nay v€ sau durng dong vai ngudi khac nita. Con co. .

L&?”
“M6t nguroi ndo d6 néi véi toi, chi can t6i khong phai B cai bong ciia bt cir ai, nhur vAy ki da roi...”

[T ]



“Tai sao, tal sao tAt ca moi nguoi d?;u klpap dung voi t61, c6 1€ bon ho s& nhg t6i dau budn vi ci chét ctia Thé Van, nhung (16ng thoi sé vi t(}i con séng
ma cam thay hanh phiic sao, t0i chiém iy tat ca, sinh ménh, tha thir, thong hicu, thm chi con tinh yéu. .. Nhung t0i khong thé nao phat ra tieng cuoi tir
trong 1ong, t6i cam thiy minh khong xtmg, hoan toan khong xtmg ¢ duogc nhitng diéu do, boi vi ngurdi nén nhan dioc ching chinh 1 Thé Van.”

Tuéng Béch Ligt nhin 0, ding giong diéu mém nhe lai kién quyét ndi: “Khong, Thé Phan, ¢d nén c6 duoc tt ca nhirng thir ia, hogic ] n6i, co hity chép
nhén tinh yéu cua ngudi than, ban beé hodc 1a ngudi c6 yéu, phai nhan udn ca phan cuia Thé Van, boi vi...”

“¥” C6 nhin anh ta, 1An dau tién nhin thiy 4nh mrdc trong mit anh ta.
“Boivido 1a do Thé Van ding sinh ménh ciia minh dé d6i ly cho ¢6.”
“A...” C6 18 ¢6 mudn khoe, mudn hét 1én, mudn gio thét. . nhung c6 lai khong phat ra tiéng nio.

C5 nhin thiy Thé Vén ngdi bén canh Tudng Bach Liét, git dau véi co, mim cuoi véi ¢d, duong nhu dang ndi: ding vy, anh Ay néi rét ding, chi nén m
nhu vdy...

“Gidng nhur 1 néu co biét'sé Xy ra tai hoa nhur vdy, c6 qua quyét s& khong dé em gai thay thé co hoic 1 néi, néu ban dau 1 chinh em gai mudn di,
c0 s€ dong y thay the c6 ay chi?”’

C6 che miéng, ling & lc dau.

“C6 biét khong, 61 lubn tin twong, khi tdi nhin thiy co yéu thurong em gii minh den thé, 61 ciing ¢6 thé cam nhén duoc tinh yéu ctia ¢d 4y dbi vai co.
Néu nguoi chét 1 ¢6, ¢6 ciing mudn em gai minh s& mit di hy vong dbi voi cude sng, tro thanh ngudi khong biét hanh phiic 1 gi sa0?””

“Khong...”

“Thé thi 6 khong can phai suy nghi nhur vy —— khong co g xtmg hay khong ximg, cudc song con nguoi 1 déng gid, phai cho tit ca moi ngudi yéu
thurong ¢ ciing nhur ¢d yéu thirong bon ho, cam nhan duoc niém vui ctia ¢6, d6 1a diéu dang gia nhat.”

Tuéng Bach Liét viron tay, ndm bé vai Thé Phin, nu cudi ctia anh ta tran ddy khich 18, khién nguoi ta khong khoi ngdp tran hy vong déi voi cude song.

“Camon...” Thé Phan vira khoc vira mim cuoi, ¢6 & rat kho coi, nhung ¢6 cam thAy hinh nhur dang tim vé chinh minh, “Téi da nhin duoc rit nhidu thir
tir anh, nhung t6i chi ¢6 thé ndi mdt cau ‘camon’.”

“Khong, néu co that sy nhan dugc su gitp do va hudng dan tir 61, d6 1 sw cd vii 1on nhat dbi vi toi
dau.” Anh ta cudi lau nurde it trén mit cd, giong nhu mot ngudi anh ca dé men.

cting khong chi mdt cau cam on don gian vay

Cb cii dAu, nghi t6i mdt ndm nay Tuodng Bach Liét luén dimg ny cudi va 101 ndi Am ap vai ¢d, ¢6 thiy minh rit may mén. C6 phai anh ta 1 thién than hay
khong 1a thién than do Thé Van phai t6i?

C6 nhin anh ta, cudi rd 1€n, khong phai nu cudi ctia nude mit, d6 | nu cudi that sy hidu duoc hanh phtc va camkich.
“Tién sinh, mdi anh Iy tay minh ra, camon.”

d6 13 Am thanh ctia Vién TS

Thé Phén gidt minh, 4m thanh & phia sau ¢ truyén dén, mang theo tirc gian va bat an, nhung van limra vé rat binh tich
Van.

Tuong Bach Liét khong lau nurde miét cho ¢ nita, chi 1 king I& rit tay vé, nhin thiy 4nh it mang theo ngd vire ménh liét ctia Vién T6 Vén, anh ta lai
chang c6 chiit sg hii.

“Um...” Thé Phan dmg Ién, nhin hai ngudi dan 6ng trude niit, nht thoi khong biét nén giai thich ra sao.

hai ngum dan ‘(‘)ng trimg mit nhau mt lic, Tudng Bach Liét nhur 1a chot hiéu dwoc moi thit, anh ta deo ba 16 duing én, n6i voi Thé Phén: “Toi nghi t6i
phai di 161, phan sau dé lai cho ¢6 nhé.”

“Tuong, ..” C6 nhin anh ta xin vién trg, nhung khong nhin dugc long thuirong hai ctia anh ta.

Trude khi di anh ta dot nhién quay dau, tuoi cudi kha 4i, ding giong diéu 6n hda mang theo chut tur ky ctia moi khi: “Liic t6i khong & ddy, mdi ngay nhé
"’

61 modt 1an i du rdi. .. Bye!
Néi xong, Tudong Bach Liét xoay ngudi di ra ngoi, vira vay tay vira huyt sao.

Oh! Thé Phan cin ring ngudi tht su ¢6 tinh cach xdu xa chinh 1 anh ta do6!

Tai ngii tu ctia goc dudng kia ludn c6 rat nhidu nguoi dang chér doi, boi vi khoang céch thoi gian giita dén xanh va dén do dic biét dai, nhung trua hom
nay lai chi c6 hai nguoi dirng do, 1a mot déi nam ni.



C6 & boi vi trdi néng, 4o vest va ca vat cuia nguoi dan ong Vit trén tay kéo ciia va ly, ¢d 4o so mi mau xanh nhat rong mo lic nay trong ¢6 vé pho phac
— béi vi chi nhén ciia n6 dang rét buc boi, bau khdng khi xung quanh anh ciing tré' nén ngdt ngat, ra gidn dudng nhur cham vao 1 nd ngay.

Thé Phén ciii ddu di theo phia sau anh, nhin thiy anh dimg budc, thé 1 c6 dimg cach anh hai bude, dang vé chuén bi chay trdn bét cir lic ndo.

Sau khi Tuong Bach Lict tyr nhién phong khoang rdi khoi, Vién T6 Van trimg mét nhin ¢6 tht 1w, sau d6 khong ndi i ndo kéo va ly di ra ngoai, ¢ voi
vang tinh tién rdi dudi theo, nhung anh chiing ndi cau no, chi B budc nhanh vé phia trude.

Trong quén an chic 1  dang x6n xao, chi déna an bira com cling 6 thé xem duoc mdt man dién dic sic nhur vay: ¢6 gi khoc, chang trai ty nhién roi di,
con co mot. ..ac ma gAn nhur bing n6? Co 1 mbi ngudi déu tw dét mdt cau chuyén, sau dé hung phén tiép tuc suy dién trong ong, nhur vy ciing khong

¢6 gi xau, néu moi ngudi ¢6 thé tim dugc niém vui trong 46 ——

2’ Vién T6 Van bdng nhién ngit ngang suy nghi ctia ¢6, nhur 1 khong kién nhin duroc nira, anh xoay

nguoi hoi co.

C5 hét hon i vé sau mdt budc, mic du sic mét anh rat binh tinh, nhung c6 biét anh dang tire gidn, ¢6 & gian dit hon bét cir ic ndo.
Anh nhin thdy bude chan c6 thut i, mit may cang nhin nhé hon.

Thé Phén suy nghi vi gidy, rot cudc iy diing khi n6i: “Um. . .anh di cong tac vé ri...”

Anh curoi khd tir giéu: “Diing vay, anh da trd vé, hon nita xe taxi tring hop dung tring ngudi tai giao 16 trude quén an, anh phai budc xudng, kéo hanh Iy
di, moi di vai bude thi nhin thay canh twong dac sac nhu vay. .. Néu anh khong trd lai, ngurdi dan dng kia s€ khong don gian s¢ mit em dau nhi?”

Anh rét tirc gidn, giong n6i tran day ngd virc, nhung khong biét tai sao, c6 khong trach anh, mot chit ciing khong, cho di trong 16i n6i ciia anh chéng hé
0 chut tin twdng cd, nhung cd chi muon cuoi.

C6 mim mdi, néu bay gior cudi, ¢6 & 6 s& chét khong dep ——
“Anh ta I3 bac sitdm Iy ctia em” C6 ding giong di€u thoai mai ngay ca ban than cling khong ngo.
...” Anh hién nhién cam thy bt ng, tuy ring mét may van nhiu chét, nhung hinh nhu dang doi ¢6 n6i tiép.

“Mot ndm trude, khi em cam thdy minh khong thé tiép tuc nhur vy duoc nita, em bét dau tiép nhan didu trj ciia bac sitim ly, anh ta i mot ngudi rit tot,
em da nhin duoc nhicu sy giip do tir chd anh ta.”

“Rét t6t?”” Anh nhuréng may, “Ké ca so mit emsao?”

“Dung nhur vay,” cd tién lén hai budc, dimg trurde mit anh, “Emnghi anh ta thinh thoang ciing thich tro dua dai giéng nhur anh, nhung anh ta that | ngudi
tot, néu khong cé anh ta, ¢6 & anh s&€ khong thé nao nhin thdy em ctia hién tai.”

“C6 18 emvan con ving V?ly trong ndi dau ctia minh, mudn tim mdt 16i ra nhung lai cam chiu bo cude.” Co nhin anh mit anh, sic mét binh than.
“Tai sao khong ndi cho anh biét. ..”” Long may anh gién ra, trong mit chira dung ndi dau khong thé che gidu.

“Boi vi anh ciing a mot trong nhimg nguyén nhan dau khd ctia emma.”

“...” Anh hién nhién hoi kinh ngac.

C6 mim cudi: “MOt nam trude em gap lai anh, em tuong rang ding nhiéu thoi gian nhu vay em s& bién minh thinh Thé Van, nhung ic nhin thay anh, em
lai phat hién minh rat mu6n di qua hon anh, em rét so' héi, lic Ay em vo cling so hii.”

em biét, nhung em khong thé. Boi vi trong Iong em con mang theo rét nhiéu rat nhidu 4y ndy, em mot long mubn chude toi, dimg cach
ctia minh dé chudc t01.”

(T3]

“Tuy nhién’em gién dén phétt hién minh d3 sai i, d6 13 mot sai lAm rit dang sg, emphat hién sy viéc lai hdng bét Jan nita boi sy tiy hirng ctia em, ma em
lai con....co chap chim dam trong d6.”

“Thé thi hién tai em c thé bién trd vé Thé Phan khong?” Anh vuron tay, vudt niit co.

C5 nhin anh, cam gidc dugc ngon tay san sti ctia anh cham vao minh rat 4m ép, cuoi trong nurde mét ndi: “Emnghi. . .em 6 thé.”



“...”” Anh ngac nhién khong n6i nén loi.

“Vianh, vime, viem va ban bé ctia Thé Vén. .. dwong nhién con c6 Thé Vén, em khong mudn minh budng tha nhur thé nira.”

Anh ciii du, nhe nhang hon c6, ngdn tay 6t qua hai mé ¢b hoi run rdy.

C6 nhén chan, viron tay 6m ¢ anh, hé miéng ra, diu dang cin bd mdi anh.

“Nay...” Vién T6 Van bong nhién budng c6 ra, sic mét ngd ra s& mbi minh, “Em...”

“Sao thé?” C6 ra vé v toi.

Anh nhiu méy nhin ¢6, nhin hdi iu moi cudi néi: “Khong cé gi. . .vé nha rdi ndi voi em.”

Pén xanh sang Ién, anh xoay ngudi mot tay cim tay kéo va ly, mdt tay ném tay 6, di sang phia déi dién.

C6 mim cuoi nhin nét mit nghiéng ctia anh, trong long tran day tinh yéu cting v6i. ..mjt chiit thon nhao.

Nh6 t6i dang vé s mdi ciia anh, c6 ndi dudi day ong: ngudi con nhé noi mén cam trén nguoi ddi phurong, khong chi ¢6 minh anh d4u nhi?

Chiéu hom sau, Tuéng Bach Liét nhan duoc mot kién hang, phan tén ngudi giri viét “Vién Thé Phan”. Bén trong i méy quyén séch ciia Hang Phong,
cung voi mdt bire thu mau trang da dan kin.

“A 167" Anh ta vira sép xép hanh Iy vira goi dién cho Thé Phan.

“Anh da nhan duoc d6 chua?”

“Um, tAt ca déu 1a cho toi sa0?”

“Séach a cho anh, Ia tac phém tiéu thuyét trinh tham dang rat ndi tiéng hién nay, tang anh mang theo doc trén duong di, néu anh thich, t6i con ¢6 thé hoi
anh dy ky tén cho. Von muon téing anh thir gi d6 ¢4 gid tri ky niém, nhung ti da hoi y kien cta ban be im ¢ hai quan, bon ho n6i ra nurde ngodi tot nhat
durng mang theo thir kia.” C6 tron ¢ toilet nhd giong noi.

“La cai gi?” Anh ta hoi to mo.

“Thit x6ng kho6i Kim Hoa d6.”

“...” Tuong Bach Liét Iya chon im lang,

“Nay, anh c6 nghe khong?”

“C6 lam gi gidng nhur ké trom thé ha.”

Thé Phén cuoi gurong hai tiéng, dé thip giong ndi: “Anh ciing biét, c6 mdt s6 nguoi. . .rét khé tinh.”

... Thé thi birc thu mau tring 1 sa0? Ciing 1 cho t6i ha? C6 thé mo ra khong?”

“Khong duge md, d6 1a birc thu nho anh dua cho mdt ngudi ban & New York.”

“Q, 61 im sao dua cho anh ta chit?”

“Toi c6 viét tén va sd dién thoai ctia anh ?iy o mit sau bire thu, sau khi anh t6i noi thi goi dién cho anh éy la duoc.”

“Ok.” Tudng Bach Ligt bong nhién ¢ cam gidc bi loi dung méinh ligt, hinh nhur nho anh ta dura thur 1 that, vé phin miy quyén séch kia. . .chéing qua |
nguoi nao d6 dang muon wirt bo b sach kia thoi

“Nhur vdy. ..” Thé Phan hoi budn n6i, “Chiic anh thuan budm xudi gi6.”

“Camon.”

“Nguoi nén camon [ t6i. .. Tambiét.”

“Tambiét.”

Negay lic anh ta dinh ciip may, trong 6ng nghe lai truyén dén tiéng ctia Thé Phan: “A 16, a 16, bac si?”

“Ho?”



“Anh s& tr& vé& cht?” Am thanh ctia ¢6 hoi chin chu.

«..Um” Tudng Bach Liét diu dang cudi noi

“Vay 1 t6t 1. ..” C6 ciing cuoi.

“Vién Thé Phan! Em m gi ¢ trong d6 ha?!”” Nigoai cira truyén dén 4m thanh ctia Vién T6 Van, khéu khi buc boi.

“Toi phai ctp méy day, néu anh tr& vé nhit dinh phai goi cho t6i, nhé d6...” C6 hinh nhur bdng thay ddi chi y, “Cho dit khong trd lai. . .c6 ranh ciing nhé
g0i cho t6i. . .duogc khdng?”

“Puoc.” Tudng Bach Liét gat dau.

“Tambiét.”

“Tambiét.”

Ngay cudi cling ciia Thang niim, Thé Phan mang theo mdt bé hoa bach hop tréng, mot minh li xe di. C6 mudn dén nghia trang ctia em gii. Tuan trude,
me di dén noi quan ly nghia trang lam thu tuc, sira t€n trén mg bia thanh “Vién Thé Van”. Hom trude chd quan Iy goi dién dén bao ring da sira xong,
moi ngudi nha dén xem, vi thé ¢6 xin nghi mdt ngiy, dén tham em gi.

So i tiét thanh minh, e nay nghia trang c6 chit hiu quanh, nhén vién da ¢6 dén truée md bia, hoi ¢d chit khéc trén d6 ding khong, ¢6 gt dau, to vé
camon.

Nhén vién di r6i, c6 ngdi xdm xubng, dat hoa trudc md bia, hai tay chép lai, king I& cau nguyén trong long,

Trén tim bia d4 van khong ¢6 tim anh ctia Thé Van, tir trong ba 16 ¢6 Hy ra mdt khung hinh tinh xao, trong khung hinh c6 mdt tim anh ciing véi mot birc
thu guri cho The Van.

Thé Van than yéu:

Emkhde chir?

Chi tt Bm

Nghe dugce cau tra 10i cua chi nhu vy, em cé yén tm khong?

Bién céﬁ ctia bay nam trude von di nén mang chi di, nhung cubi ctng ngwdi o khoi moi nguoi lai a em Chuyén nay da mang dén khong biét bao nhiéu
dau kho cho moi ngudi, ngurdi than va ban be cua ching ta da rat nd Iyc moi dan dan thoat khéi dau thuong,

Neudi dau don nhat dwong nhién 1 chi, bdi vi chi von nén roi khoi thé gidi nay!

Khi chi phat hién moi ngudi vui nirng vi em “con séng” ’, chi ichky yéu du()], cho du am thé ndo ciing khong thé n6i su :[lﬁt Vo1 moi ngudi —— vi thé chi
bién thanh “em”, chi nmon chude 61, muon thay em song sét, thay em di hét con dudng ctia doi ngurdi ma em khong the di.

Vi thé chi di London, hoc chuyén nganh em thich nhat. Chj ding tén em dé £oi minh, dimg anh mét em nhin nguoi khéc, dung tinh cach cia em dé xir sur,
ding giong diéu cia em dé n6i chuyén, thich tit ca nhimg gi em thich, ghét tht ca nhirng gi em ghét, chi twong la minh da bién thanh em chi that sy
cho rang minh da bién thanh em! Nhung d6i khi, chi van khong kiém ché duoc ndi khét vong trong long minh, chi trdn hoc dén hoc vién sin khéu gin do
xem sinh vién biéu dién, 1 boi vi chi khong thé chiu ndi khoa ngit phap ngdt ngat va dai dong kia, chi tim mdt cong viée tai thur vién, mdi ngay & clng véi
nhitng quyén sach ma em thich nhét, nhung lai ching c6 himg thi & doc ching, chi trén & mdt goc nghe di nghe lai album ctia ca sima chi yéu thich. ..

Chi khong thé pht nhan khi chj Ién lam nhitng chuyén minh thich, chi cam thy sung suéng c& 130, nhung cling ¢6 rat nhiéu ay ndy. Chi hoan toan khong
nhdn ra cai goi la “chudc t07” ctia minh chi 1 céch thirc ma chi cho Ia ding, lamra chuyén sai lim. Chj cir trai qua bay nim nhur thé, cho dén mt ngay
gip duoc Kién Phi & dudi Au nha tro.

Cai dém Giang Sinh d6, bon chi da néi i vé rét nhiéu chuyén hdi trrde, chi gia vo minh khong biét nhiéu chuyén vé “Thé Phan”, nhung lai dy hang hai tan
gau vé chinh minh trong hdi trc, thim chi say sua trong do, cho dén khi Kién Phin6i, co thé gip duoc “Thé Van” that 13 t5t qua, chi moi phat hién ——

“chi” ¢ trong hdi tre ctia bon ho that t6t biét bao, tAt ca moi nguoi déunhd ¢d ay, nhung lai khong déy yem—— Thé Van, hoa ra cdima chi goi [
“chudc t01” kia, goi a “thay thé” kia, khong phai that sy 13 hanh vi chudc t6i cua chi, cling khong that sy thay em séng sot!

Chi chi 14 lira minh déi nguroi thoi, mudn thoat khoi sur dy ndy khi “giét chét” em, chi ding mdt phurong phap nhur vy, thire ra chi 1 Iong ich ky cta chi
ma thoi. Nhitng nguoi yéu thurong em cling nhur em yéu thuong ho, bay nam qua ho chura timg nhan duroc tinh yéu nao tir chi, nguroc lai, chi thim chi
khlen ho hoang mang va bat an, cai goi d “tra gi” ctia chi chang qua 13 vi ban than chj thoi. Vi thé chi nghi, chi khong thé tiép tuc nhur vy nita, chi phai
tro vé, trd lai ¢b hurong ctia chiing ta, trd lai noi chi va em von nén ¢ do.

Chi da tr vé, nhung khong dém & clng me, boi vi chi biét cho dit ¢6 giong em dén thé nao, cling khong thé thoat khoi dnh miit cia me. Chj don ra
ngglai, Tl:l’ Mac g]up chi immdt can hd nam dudi can hd ctia cau ay, n6i cho em l?iét cdu ay van chat phac nhu vdy, giong di¢u noi chuyén cling rat ctiing
ngdc, chang thay d6i chit nao so voi bay nam trude! Con Hang Ty nita, ¢ trong an turong ctia chi cdu ta cling khong 6 gi khac biét, rat bay budm,



nhung m. . Jong da rat tbt. Bon ho van nhu xua, chi luon cam thdy giita bon ho ¢6 khiic méc gi d4y, nhung khong hé biét d6 1a gi, boi vi Tir Mic chua
tirng d¢€ cap t6i chuyén nay, chi thirong suy nghi, néu doi 1a em, céu ay c6 thé noi hét véi em khong?

Chi khong biét, that sy khong biét, nhumg Tir Mic ndi, ¢ mdt s6 chuyén cdu dy khong thé n6i voi ngudi thin va ban bé, nhung c6 thé ndi véi bac sitim
Iy, vi thé chi quen véi bac sTtim Iy ctia cau 4y Tuédng Bach Liét. Bac si Tudng B mdt ngudi rit thi vi, lan da ngim den, ciing rat dep trai, nhung
khong phai I tuyp ngudi chi thich (ha ha), anh ta rit thong minh, ciing rét d& mén, khong biét d gitp d va khich 16 chi bao nhiéu, chi dan dan mo rong
ctra long voi anh ta, chi nghi néu i em, em ciiing s& im nhur vay.

Sau do, chi gip lai m6t nguoi, chinh la. . .nguoi boi vi chi muéncben anh éyma nan ni em thay chi di M. Chi chura bao gior ni véi emvé anh éy nhi?
Bay gi¢r chi mu6n trinh trong gi6i thiéu anh ay voi em, tén anh a 4y 1a Vién T6 Van, chinh i nguoi em timg nhic t6i voi chi, thy gido da coi anh dy la anh
trai sinh d6i cia em Emc6 cam thay ndmmo ciing khong ngd bon chi & bén nhau khong? Nhung sau khi nghe em nhic to1 anh y, chi lién Ién dé y anh
ay. Anh ay 13 nguoi 6 tinh cach xau xa, thich choi trd dua dai, sau d6 udn ra vé vo tdi nhin em, nhung cd € chi da bi anh a ay thu hit nhur vy, vo tinh yéu
anh dy.

Bay nim trude, tir khi emroi di, “Vién Thé Phan” cling r01 khoi thé giéi nay, chi biét, lic do nhitng ngudi yéu thirong chi cling nhur chi yéu thurong ho,

déu cam thiy rat dau kho, dwong nhién bao gdm ca anh dy. Bay ndm sau chi bién thanh “Thé Van”, khi anhay xudt hién IAn nita & trude mit chi, chi cam

thaytraltlmrrmﬁlgannhu nhay ra, chi rat so hai, boi vi chi phat }nentraltlmmnhvanrmgdong, ma anh 4y. . hinh nhr ¢ cam giac | khongthe n6i 10 voi

chi. Chi biét minh khong nén dén gan anh 4 ay, nhung 1an nay hét lan khac chi 1 khong tur chi durge ma & bén canh anh & ay, phin thy mdi mt bleu tinh cua

anh 4y, trong long chi hoang mang khong thé kiém ché. Chi trd nén mau thuan, tuong rang boi vi anh 4y con nhé ”The Phan” cho nén moi tlep can "Ihe
Van”, chi khong thé tuong turong duoc, chi hodc 1 em, bi ngudi khac m nhur thé thin ctia d6i phuong, khi anh Ay mét di “keo”, chi ¢6 thé ding “gidy

201 k@o” dé thay thé.

Nhung anh 4y n6i cho chi biét, anh 4y d& nhan ra chi tir lau ding mdt loai ban nang ctia nguoi yéu. Liic nay chi moi phat hién, thi ra ching ta khong
ai c6 thé thay thé ai, chi vinh vién khong thé trd thanh em, béi vi em 12 Vién Thé Van doc nhat vo nhi trén thé gi6i nay!

Chi bt dau hoang mang, chi biét minh d& pham mot sai im 16n, nhung khong biét nén am sao dé sira chita moi viéc. Didu cang khién chi cang bat ng
hon Ia, thi ra me da bict ching ta hoan doi thin phén tir som bat dau tir budi sang em xuat phat. Nhung me khong néi gi hét, chi la muon cho chi
thirc tinh, hodc 14, chi khong can tinh lai, néu chi c6 thé vui vé. ..

Em gii than yéu, ¢6 phai em cling giong chi hay khong, thiy me thét & vi dai? O, dwong nhién, con c6 Kién Phi va Tir Miic, bon ho déu ¢ tréi tim
khoan dung va lrong thién. Liic nay chi nhan ra, hoa ra yéu mdt nguoi, khong can gi nhiéu lam, chi can ngudi d6 hanh phic 1a tot roi.

Béc si Tuong n6i véi chi, mdi khi chi ké ra dau kho va bét an ciia minh, nhu thé chimg t6 réng chi rét yéu thuong em, hon nita anh ta tin twéng, mbi kin
chi n6i voi anh ta chi yéu thirong em bao nhiéu, thi em cling yéu thurong chi nhur vy. Tai sao, tam linh von turong thng cua ching ta, lai phai do nguoi
khac nhic nhd vé su that ndy chi?

Thé Van, doc t6i ddy, emco cam thiy chi la mot ngudi ich ky, ngu xudn, b chap hon nita yéu dubi lim khong? Chi nhu vdy, khong thé thay thé em
—— khong, chi nghi cubi ctng chi da hiéu duoc roi, trén the 61 ndly khong c6 bat cir ai thay thé duge em! Mic dit em da roi khoi, nhung nhitng hoi trc
t6t dep ma em dé lai cho moi nguoi khong hé roi khoi, ma tiép tuc di cing véi moi nguoi.

Chi phai quay v& chinh minh trudc déy, nhit dinh phai quay v&, nhung khong chi cho Vién Thé Phén, ma chi mlén’ cho moi nguoi yéu thurong em cam
nhan duoc su hanh ph}ic, d6 1a str ménh cutia chi hodc 14 noi, 13 stt ménh ctia ching ta. Chi khong thé thay thé em, nhung chi sin long lam tat ca
nhirng viéc minh ¢6 thé viem

Cubi ctng, chi mlén 16i vé Thach Thy Than. Sau khi trai qua phiéu nam nhur vdy, anh éy van yéu em, van dang cho doi céu tra 101 cia em. Chi xin 161, chi
da tir chbi anh 4y, boi vi chi khong thé thay em dé yéu anh dy, chi nghi, c6 18 dbi v6ianha 4y, mdt “Vién Thé Van” khong yéu anh 4 ay cting khong dau kho
bang Vién Thé Van da r0i xa anh Ay tir Au, cho nén chi khong n6i sur tht voi anh dy, tir trén ngudi Vién T6 Van chi da nhin thiy ndi khd mét di nguoi
yéu, chi khong danh long dit thém nita Ién ngudi Thach Thy Thin.

Thé Van than yéu, hy vong em s tha thir cho chi ngudi chi ich ky, ngu xuén, ¢6 chip hon nita yéu dudi nay. Tuy nhién chi ciing muén ndi réng, chi
chua ttrng hoi han minh da Iya chon con duong trude kia, mic diné ki mot con duong vong gip ghénh, nhung cubdi cting lai cho chi sirc manh va ding
khi 16n lao, tim vé con duong thude vé ching ta.

Cho nén Thé Van, em s& tha thir cho chi cha?

Xin em thtt 16 cho chi!

Nguoi chi Thé Phan vinh vién yéu em
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Chuwong 14: Doan két: Loi chao hoi dén tir new york
[ Twong Bach Liét: “Cudc sdng con ngudi phai trai qua rat nhiéu sy Iwa chon, thinh thoang c6 mdt s chura thé quyét dinh, ciing ¢6 thé hiéu dugc. Toi s&
khong ép budc chinh minh hya chon sém, doi dén khi thoi co chin nin, thi s€ ¢d nguoi giup toi lwa chon.
Néq ¢6 con thoi gian, t6t nhét hay suy nghi k¥ cang, dimg dé dang dua ra quyét dinh. T6i ludn dé cao niém tin ny, tha ring ing king chd doi con hon
quyeét dinh vdi vang,”
Tao Thu Lo: “Toi nghi, moi nguoi van dang sinh sdng tai mdi ngd ngach trén hanh tinh ndy khong hé ling quén nhimg ngudi da mit, ciing khong thé nao

quén duoc moi thir ma ho da mang dén cho thé gidi nay —— nhur vay 1 du rdi. Hay cing Fing nghe mt ca khiic, You are not alone ctia Michael
Jackson...”]

Edit: Sam

Lin dAu tién Vién Thé Phén phat hign, sur hudi biéng ctia minh doi khi s& c6 higu qua khong thé tuong, vi du nhu nhing thing gidy chura md ra khi don
vao can hd nay, doi dén lic don di ¢6 theé d€ dang bung nguyén xi, gidm bot khong it stre uc.

C6 cam hai ly ruou trong ngin ti phong bép, tlly tién nhét vao trong thimg gidy, lap tirc bi Vién To Van ran day: “Nay, cai d6 khong thé dit bira bai nhu
thé, phai boc mdt I6p gidy an & bén ngoai trurde, sau d6 vo o bao lai boc xung quanh lan nita rdi nhét vao thing.”

Anh vira chi huy nhan vién chuyén nha bung thing I6n ra ngoai, vira di qua ly Iy ra, dua theo 16i n6i vira rdi ctia anh m Iim hru loat mot an, cubi cing
dura hai cai ly d boc tron vo cho ¢d.
“Trén co ban,” ¢6 noi, “Doi dén khi em vé nha md thing ra, nhin thay hai cuc gidy thé nay, s& cho 1a gidy bao phé thai lién quing di ngay.”

... Vién T6 Van can than dat do dac xong, sau do trirng mit liéc ¢ mot cai, rdi ﬁép tuc ban ron.

C6 nhin can phong trong rdng hoi 16n x0n, bdng nhién trong long ¢6 chit khong nd, mbi mit dém tinh ling, c6 s& md may tinh trén ban, lang nghe radio,
ng01 trén bé cira so suy nghi tim swr, mbi mot vién gach o day, mbi mot dd ding & day, déu ciing ¢ trai qua khoang thoi gian quan trong nhat trong cude
song a, con c6 anh dén neon & ding xa —— tang 1au 31 hiu quanh, chi c6 n6 am ban thoi.

Tuy nhién c6 rit mong chd nhitng ngay Thang mdi, ¢6 mubn don vé nha sdng chung voi me, hai me con da nhiéu ndm khong & cing nhau, khong biét bay
g0 bat dau bu dap co6 con kip hay khong?

“Suy nghi gl d6?” Liic l4i xe déng ddp clia Vién T6 Van rét ngu, luon nghiém tic nhin vé phia trude, throng thuong nhin kinh chiéu hu dé y tinh hish
xung quanh, qua that 14 hoc vién mau mure ctia truong day i xe.

C6 mim cuoi Bic dau, sau d6 Ay mot ci hop ndm & ghé sau dat trén dui.

“Gi thé?”” Anh nhin khong durge hoi.

“La...” Tir trong hop gidy c6 Iy ra mot chiéc mii hrdi trai méu lam, “Qua sinh nhat.”

N6i xong, ¢6 dot mil Ién dau anh, chiéc mii mua tir bay ndm trude, lic nay chi doi duoc nira c4i dau ctia anh, trong hoi budn curdi.
“Anh béo 1én 1di.”” C6 chi vao anh, cudird lén.

“La mii nho thoi!” Anh can than nhin minh trong kinh chiéu hau.

“Sao lai thé dugc!”

Anh khong phan bac nita, ma ty nhi: “Chéng 18 thit su bién to Bn1di2...”

“Dau to dAu to, trdi mura khong lo, ngudita ¢6 6, t6i ¢ dau to...” Co cudi, thude 1ong bai hét thiéu nhi, nhin nét mét nghiéng ctia anh, bong dung vui én.

“Hirm?”

anh bién 16n i, nhung khong chi ¢6 cai dau thoi!” Noi xong, anh tur cho 12 hai hude ma cuoi hai tiéng,
“_..” Thé Phén xoa canh tay, cam thy hoi lanh.

Me ciing cau mo ra ngoai di du lich, ¢6 Ay ra chia khoa trong tti xéch, cting Vién T6 Vén bt dau chi huy nhan vién chuyén nha.



Bén gior chidu, toan b thing gidy déu chuyén vao xong, ¢6 nhin phong minh, bdng nhién c6 phan ching biét im sao.

C6 von nghi rang, noi ndy khong phai la cua co, tir d6 chd nay chi dat cac loai anh chup, trd thanh mot noi it ngudi s& nhd t6i. Nhung hién gio, ¢6 da tro
lai, xa cach nhiéu ném nhur vay, 16t cude c6 da tré vé phong minh, miic dit khong 16n nhung lai tran day hoi tre tt dep cua .

Roi di rdi tr6 vé diém bét dau, trong do da trai qua rét nhidu dau khd, ciing da trdi qua rat nhiéu thoi gian. C6 nhur 1 rét cude thoat khoi vay thinh cta
minh, ding mdt khia canh moi d€ nhin cudc song.

“Em biét khong,” Vién T6 Vén Iy ra ly ruou duogc boc trong gidy, hinh nhur tht sw s ¢o cho i gidy bao phé thai ma quéing di, “Thinh thoang anh s& ¢6
mot loai do giac.”

“Huh?”

“Em 101 khoi, em trd vé, hinh nhu chi ¢6 miy ngay ngfin ngii, néic di timg cam thy dau khd, tuyét vong, nhung by gio nhé lai, thiy ring do ciing chéing
tinh 1 gi.”

“Céi ndy goi la “vét seo da lanh quén di dau don’ sa0?”

“C6 I& vdy...” Anh dura lung vé phia c6 ngdi xom trude thing gidy, thu xép lai, trén mét |2 nu cuoi diu dang,

Dbi v6i co ddy that I mot canh trong lAu ngay khong gip.

Trai tim ¢6 chot cam dong, rit mudn di qua 6m Ay anh, hon anh. .. Nhung mé, ¢6 chi cuoi than nhién, t day long ndi: “Camon anh.”

Budi tdi cudi tuan, Thé Phan hen gip Luong Kién Phi va LAm Bao Thyc ¢ nha héng, ¢6 hoi khan trurong, van do dyr khéng chic chian c6 nén néi sy that
Vi hai c6 khong, c¢6 & da doi miéit voi o1 1én an “Cau 1a ké lira dao” mdt lan, nhung c6 cam thay minh ¢6 duoc diing khi dé doi mét véi moi thir.

Luong Kién Phi t6i dung gid hen, Lam Bao Thyc khong hé bt ngdy dén mudn mudi lim phit, ¢b Ay xin 16i cudi néi: “Thoi quen xau cia t6 e ring khong
stra duoc.”

N6i xong, Lam Bao Thyc dat mot tii gidy trurde it Thé Phan,

“Gi vay?”

“La qua tang mua lic lnréngtué.ntréngrrét, van chua ¢ co hoi dua cho cau.”

C6 md i gidy ra, phét hién 14 hai chiéc khan Iya, ¢ khong khoi ngan nguoi. Mot chiée miu cam tuoi sang, chiée con lai i miu xanh trang nh.

“Khong biét tai sao,” Bao Thyc s toc méi trén tran minh, c¢6 chit khong duoc tur nhién n6i, “Khi nhin thiy hai chiéc khéin lua nay, t¢ ién nhé dén hai chi
emcau.”’

“A...” Thé Phan nhin Kién Phi, c6 4y ciing hoi kinh ngac.

“Chi gai nhiét tinh coi md, con em gai thi diém tinh huéng noi.”

Thé Phén nhin khiin Iya trong téi gidy, trong long budn ba. . .day qua a mau sic ma hai chi em ¢ thich nhat.

“Ky thét hdi trude t¢ thurdng cam théy minh ¢6 thé phan biét rd rang hai cu ai la ai, bdi vi nét mit ciia hai nguoi khéc nhau nhu viy. Chj géi lic ndo ciing
sinh dong, em géi thi rat diém tinh, mdt nguoi A ning bién, nguoi kia 1 bién ca xanh thAm, ndi that, t& rat him md hai cau, hinh nhir trong cude song luon
c6 mdt ngudi di cing bat cir lic nao.”

N6i xong, Bao Thuc quay dau nhin Kién Phi, Kién Phi tan thanh gat dau, dudng nhu dang néi: t6 ciing vy.

“Nhung hién tai, cau biét khong, miic du mét di mdt ngwdi, nhung hinh nhur t6 van cam thy ngdi ddi dién ¢k hai ngudi.” Bao Thuc vron tay ra, che di
phia The Vén trong thi gidc ctia minh, nheo mt lai nhin phai trai.

“Thét sao...” Thé Phan cudi khd, c6 & lic ndy c6 van khong thé ndi ra miéng,

“T6 ¢6 mdt cam giac ky la,” Bao Thuc budng tay xubng, ndi nghiém tiic, “Té khong phan biét 1 rang, hinh nhur hai cau déu & day, khong ai roi khoi ai.”
C6 dau dén cti dau, nhung van duy tr nu cudi.

Khong biét, Thé Van nghe cau ndy s& c6 cam tuong gi?

“Nhung chuyén nay ddi voi bon t& khong hé quan trong,” Kién Phi bdng nhién ngit 16i Bao Thuc, cup miit xudng, “Khong phai sao, Bao Thuc?”

hai c¢6 nhin nhau, hinh nhu trong khoanh khéc khong hen trrdc hai ngudi da tim dwoc dap an ctia minh qua dbi phuong,



“Chi can nguoi ¢ lai ¢6 thé sdng mdt cude sdng mi minh mong mubn,” Kién Phi néi, “Thé thi ngudi khac cho [ thé ndo ciing chang quan trong,”
“Phai...” Bao Thyc ciing tan thanh.
“Dui sao, bon t6 ciing khong hiéu duroc cam xtic mét di ngudi than ctia ciu, bdi vi—— bon t¢ khong phai 1 cu.”

Thé Phén nhin hai ¢4, cam thiy ndi dau dudi day long minh nhu | giam bot mot it. C6 lai nhé dén Tir Miic, ¢ ghi chit phéc ndy ¢6 thé ciing nghi nhur
vay khong?
Co bSng nhién khAn traong v ¢, cho du “su thit” kia c6 hién ra trudc mit cac ¢6 hay khong, cho duho ¢6 chiu chép nhén c6 hay khong, .. TAt ca moi

thir déu giéng nhu 101 ho da ndi, khong quan trong, it nhét d6i voi c6 n6 khong quan trong b6i vi d6 chinh 1 cude song ¢ nén trai qua —— dau
kho, khé khéan, vat va va suy sup, ¢d nén than nhién doi nit.

C6 nh6 Tuong Bach Liét timg not: ¢6 cho la trén thé gidi nay khong co ai hiéu durgc ¢o, nhung trén thye t& khong phai nhur vAy. Dung vay, khi ¢o bat
dau tin twong thi s€ nhan ra minh cang ngay cang duoc thong hi€u, dong thoi cling cang hiu ngudi khac hon.

“Méc du nhitng ndm gﬁn day da xayra rat nhidu chuyén, di mjt doan duodng prg 16n... Nhung t& rat may min, boi vi moi ngudi ¢ bén canh t& déu
mang theo tréi tim khoan dung va luwong thién, dwong nhién chinh 14 cac cau, Kién Phi, Bao Thuc camon!”

C6 ndm tay hai c6, kiém nén xtic dong trong 1ong, Bao Thuc xtic dong dén ndi do ca hdc mit, nhung nét mt ¢ phan K mo, Kién Phi than nhién cong
khée miéng, sac niit thoai mai.

C6 I8 mdt ngiy ndo do, ¢ s& kién dinh n6i voi hai co: “Té 1 Vién Thé Phan, xin 16i, t6 vin con song,”
Nhung 6 biét, khong phéi i hom nay.

Séng thir hai, Thé Phan nhin duoc email bi mat giri vio hdp thur trong cong ty, ¢6 nhap chudt “Md ra”, nhung n6 lai nhay ra mot khung ddi thoai nhap
it .

Negay lic ¢6 ngd nging, dién thoai trén ban bdng nhién vang lén.

“A 16,” Carol ha giong n6i, “Nhan duge chua?”’

“Nhan dugc rdi....” C6 chin chir vai gidly mdi tré 1oi

“Mat mi la 123456.”

C6 nhap mat ma, email md ra, bén trong chi cé6 mot tAm &nh 16 mo, 1 mdt d6i nam nit 6m nhau dua lung vé phia éng kinh.
“Pay | tuyét mat,” Carol thap giong ndi, “Chi c6 rt it ngudi trong cong ty m6i xem duge.”

“0...” Nhung c6 khong 1 cai ndy c6 nghia gi.

“Nay, ¢6 khong cam thiy bon ho dang kiss sao? That dang tiéc, khong nhin thiy khudn niit ciia ¢6 gai kia.”

C6 nhin k§ tam anh, mudn n6i khong nhimg khong nhin thiy it thoi dau! Boi vind thit su rat mo, chi ¢ thé kng méng nhin ra hinh déng hai diu nguoi
chong 1én nhau, khong thé nao nhin thay mét, ciling khong thé noi chinh xac bon ho dang lam gi.

“Caindy. . .rét kho n6i...”” C6 nhin bong lung kia, cam thiy rit quen n¥it.

“Nhung cho di i 6m thi ciing 1 mdt tin tirc v6 cing Iy tha dy. ..”

“Taisao?”

“Trdi oil” Carol gin nhu mudn hét 1én, “Téi chura bao i thiy anh ta cuoi thin mat véi bt ctr phy nix nao!”
“Ha?”

“Nhung ma phai nit trong cdng ty lai vira yéu vira han anh ta.”

“Vira yéu vira han?”

“Piing vay! Toi nghi néu ngurdi dan 6ng ndo ¢6 thé khoi mio ham mudn chinh phuc ctia phu i, thé thi qua that c6 thé khién phu nit “vira yéu vira han’,
thim chi con phat dién.”

... Co m tit gii dau, ¢6 phan khong hiéu.

“Co dimg n6i cho t6i biét co khong c6 himg thi!”



“Khoan d,” ¢6 nhin tAm anh trén man hinh may tinh, “C6 ¢6 thé n6i trrde cho t6i biét khong, ngudi trong anh 1 ai ha?”

“O ——" Carol nhu i that s mubn phét dién, “Nhin bong lung i biét rdi Vién T6 Van d6!”

“Ah!” C6 cém théty dau minh quay vong vong vai gidy, roi m6i dan dan khoi phuc ki, ¢6 nhin k§ tim anh, bén chan Vién T6 Van c6 mot chiéc va ly, do
chic 1a hdmanh di cong tac vé, khi hai ngudi cai nhau & gbc dudng roi hoa thudn da bi chup duoc. ..

“DAu gi ¢6 ciing am thur ky ctia anh ta nira nam rdi déy!”
“_..”” C6 nguong nging cudi vai tiéng, xem nhur tra 1oi.
“T6i bong nhién ¢6 cam gidc “dan gay tai trau’.”

“.. Xin I6i.”

“Pugc 1di, t6i biét ¢d rat dimg din, khong c6 himg vai tin ddn, 1an sau khong giri cho c6 nira.”

“Clip may dy!” N6i xong dau day bén kia dut khoat clp méy.

C6 budng dng nghe xudng, sd mili, bdng nhién c6 cam giac sur viée rat kho giai quyét, vi thé 6 lai goi dién cho Vién TS Van.

“A 16?7

“Anh biét khong,” c6 ¢6 tinh ra vé gip nguy, “C6 ngudi chup anh ching ta dang 6m nhau diy!”

Anh im ing vai gidly, binh finh tra 10i: “A, thi thé nao?”

«. Khong thé ndo c,” ching biét tai sao, c6 khong bit ngd véi phan tmg ctia anh, “May ma tAm anh rat md, khong ai biét ¢ gai anh 6m 1 ai?”

“Biét rdi thi sao chir?”

“Khong co gi...”

C0 von dinh 6, bi moi nguwdi biét khong tot im, hogc B rt ¢6 ap luc, nhung ¢ nhay cam phét hién giong ndi ctia Vién T6 Van & dau ddy bén kia c6_
phan khong vui, vi thé c6 vdi stra lai: “Em chi 1a cam thay phai gidi thich véi moi ngudi chiing ta quen nhau Itic nao hay 1a may cau héi linh tinh, rat 1a phien
phuc...”

... Thé thi khong can giai thich!”” Khau khi ctia anh diu di mot tt, “Biét thi biét thoi.”

“0...” C6 bdng nhién ciing c6 cam giac “dan gay tai trav’”.

“Nay,” am thanh cia anh tré nén diu dang, “Pém nay dimg vé nha, & lai chd anh nhé!”

“Um. . .em phai thurong hrgng voi me mot chit.”

“Anh nho ngudi ta mang vé mot chai nrou d6 ngon Bm!” Giong anh ddy quyén ril

“Thé &...” C6 hoi dong long.

“Ding vay! Hon nita >

“_ Vién T6 Van,” dau dy bén kia bdng truyén dén tiéng ctia Shelly, “Mudi gidr hop, khach da t6i rdi.”

.. T6i d4 ni nhiéu lan rdi ma,” anh nghién ring nghién loi nhung danh chiy, “Trude khi vio xin chi gd cira dim.”

“0...” ln nay Shelly khong phén bac anh, ma rat hop tic déng cira lai, mdt gidy sau lién vang én tiéng 6 cira lanh lanh, truée khi anh con chura kip noi
“Moi vao”, chi ta cling d@ md ctra di vao, lap lai 101 n6i ban ny.

«_. Puo, toi biét oL Vién TO Vén thit bai guc dau xudng
Thé Phan dé khoc dé cudi, nhung cam thiy “mo Gt ny rat dang yéu, noi khong chimg cé mdt ngy. . .co s& goi chi ta nhur vdy.
Sang thir sau, ic c6 dang 14i xe thi trong xe phat ra tiét muc ctia Thur L.

“Hom nay thoi tiét tai New York rét t&, ngéng d4u lén chi nhin thiy bau trdi 4mu, diéu nay khién t61 khong khoi nhd t6i hoat dong ky niém 9.11” ciia hai



nam trude, ngay do, 1an dAu tién t6i biét dugc hoa ra trong tran tai nan ndy c6 mot ngudi ban da qua doi, lic a dy t0i cam thay ngdy nging, tra nhu troi dat
quay cuong May nidm nay, toi ¢6 thoi gian 1 nhé td1 ngudi ban ndy, t6i mubn hoi co dy & trén thién duong c6 khoe khong? C6 I ¢6 ay khong thé tra o1
van dé nay, nhung khong sao, tt ca nhitng ngudi twong niém ¢o Ay s& méi méi ghi nh c6 Ay, gidng nhur 1 ¢ 4y chura timg ra di.

Toi nghi, moi ngudi van dang sinh sdng tai mdi ngd ngach trén hanh tinh ny khong hé laing quén nhimg ngudi da mit, ciing khong thé ndo quén duge moi
thir ma ho da mang dén cho the gidi nay —— nhur vay I3 du roi

Hay ciing Fing nghe mdt ca khiic, You are not alone ctia Michael Jackson. ..”
Thé Phén dtmg trude ctra sb kinh trong vin phong, nhin dong xe hdi ha bén dudi, khong thé dé nén ma nhé dén Thé Van.
Thé Van, emkhoe khong? C6 nhd chi mdt chit nao khong?

Ca Thang sdu trai qua trong tiéng 6n 20, lAn dAu tién Thé Phén cam thiy, c6 khong rdi khoi Thé Van, nguoc lai cang gin chit véi em gai hon, tya nhu
lan dau gap Tudng Bach Liét, anh ta da ndi: ¢ trong co thé ¢6 c6 mdt ngudi nhd bé khac.

C6 nhd t6i ngudi ban bac si¢ New York xa x6i, ¢ da timg cho doi anh ta thyc hién 101 hira tro lai Thuong Hai, nhung hién gio ¢6 lai cam thay su cho
doi ny dan dén tan bién khoi day 1ong c6. Boi vi mbi ngudi déu ¢ quyén hra chon cudc song ctia riéng minh, néu anh ta thit sy hra chon & lai New
York, thé thi ¢6 nén chan thanh chic phtic anh ta—— b6i vi 6 d nhan dugc rat nhiu khoan dung va khich I¢ tir anh ta.

Song, vao mot bubi trua Thang bay oi & sau trdn mura to, ¢d lai nhan duoc cti dién thoai dﬁy bét ngo, la Tuong Bach Liét goi toi.

“Hom qua t6i da trd lai Thuong Hai.” Am thanh ciia anh ta nghe ra hoi ué oai, hinh nhu ngi khong du.

“Anh tht sy vé rdi?!”

“Um, trude hét t6i mudn n6i voi co, ‘Big Surprise” ctia t6i qua thure nhan dugce hiéu qua khong ngd. ..

L3 gi2”

“Tét ca ngudi nha ciia ti déu ra ngoai di nghi, 16i khong c6 chia khéa, phai & khach san mot tuan. ..

“..” Lic Ay ¢b da néi s& ¢ chuyén khong tht xay ra nhi?
“Thé thi cudi tuin ndy c6 c6 mudn dén tai khdm khong?”
“Pén, duwong nhién dén roi.”

“Puoc, 6 gi s€ goicho ¢d.”

Séng thir béy, Thé Phan rét thén nhién n6i v6i Vién To Van minh s& dén chd béc si tim Iy, hon nita tir chdi khéo ¥ t6t ciia anh mubn dua minh di, Vién
T6 Van hinh nhu ciing khdng d€ trong long, chi 1a dan ¢6 1ai xe can than.

Hoc vién y hoc c6 chit véng vé trong dip nghi hé, lic ¢6 t6i clra phong kham thi som hon thoi gian hen muroi lim phut, Tuéng Bach Liét khong ¢ déy, vi
thé co dya vao tuong cho doi. Mot lat sau, Tuong Bach Liét mic bo dong phuc bong da gan nhur w6t dAm xuat hién tnrdc it ¢d, anh ta the hon hén,
trong rat c6 tinh than.

Anh ta iy ra chia khoa mo cira moi ¢d vao, con minh thi vao phong sat vach thay d0. Thé Phén nhin xung quanh can phong, gan gibng nhur mbt ndm
trude khi 6 t6i ddy Jin dAu tién, ching qua cd tinh mét phat hién tim man da thay doi, tir vai cotton méu tring xam doi thanh mau xanh nhat.

“A, ¢6 phat hién ra rdi.” Tuong Bach Liét thay quan 40 xong di vao, tir trong tii lanh Iy hai lon bia dzt trén ban.
“Tamman. La mdt hoc mudi nhan lic t6i khong ¢ day ma thay cai moi.”

“O..7Cobra ny cuoi map mo, khui lon bia uéngnf)tngum

“Dimg dimg anh mét d6 nhin t6i, ti ciing rét bit diic di” Anh ta chia hai tay ra.

“ft nhét né ciing dai dién anh van duoc ra chudng khong phai sao?”

“0, ding vay,” anh ta to vé tur gidu, “Niém vui v phirc tap thuong thuong chi cach nhau mot con dudng”

C6 im Eing mdt lic moi ndi: “Béc si, ic dau t6i twong ring ¢ 1§ anh. . khong trds lai.”

Anh ta ngdi trén ghé sau ban: “C6 &, chéc 1, da timg, ¢6 thé timg nghi vay, nhung cudi cling ti van tro vé.”



Co cudi 1 1én, thi ra nguoi kién dinh nhur anh ta, cling ¢6 lic khd ma lya chon?

Anh ta mim cudi, duong nhu biét ¢6 suy nghi gi: “Cudc sdng con ngudi phéi trai qua rit nhiéu si ra chon, thinh thoang c6 mdt s6 chua thé quyét dinh,
ciing ¢ thé hicu duoc.”

“Lic anh khong quyét dinh duoc thi im thé nao?”
“Toi s& khong ép budc chinh minh lya chon sém, doi dén khi thoi co chin mi, thi s& ¢6 ngudi gip t6i lyra chon.”
Cb nghi nghi, n6i: “Nhung c6 18 phéi ding thoi gian rat dai”

“Plng vay, co I thé, nhung néu ¢6 con thoi gian, tot nht hdly suy nghi ki cang, dimg d& dang dua ra quyét dinh. T6i luon d& cao niém tin ndy, tha ring
lang lang chd doi con hon quyét dinh voi vang,”

“N6i vdy, anh 3 mdt nguoi rit bi dong roi.”
“Tra 1oi ding roil”
“Nhung t6i thiy anh kién dinh nhur vay.”

Anh ta khong t6 16 ¥ kién cuoi cudi: “Kién dinh va bi dong khong nhét thiét ¢6 lién quan, hon nita lic & ciing cd, t6i phéi khién minh trd nén kién dinh,
bdi vi co 1a bénh nhan ctia t6i, ncu t6i khong kién dinh, c6 s&€ khong thé tim duogc phwong hurdng clia chinh minh.”

“A...cdmon.”

“Thé ndo, It ti khong & day, ¢o on chir?”

C6 nghi nghi, sau d6 gat dau mot cach kién quyét.
“Vay thi t6t, t0i n6i rdi, ¢6 can dwa vao chinh minh.”

C6 ké Tai mdt $0 viéc da xdy ra khi anh ta roi di, ic n6i c6 ludn troi cudi, tra nhur minh da trai qua mot lAnrira t61. Thoi gian tréi qua rat nhanh, trirdc
khi di Tudng Bach Li¢t 1ay ra mdt cai tii do that to dua cho co.

“Qua sao?”
“Um,” anh ta git dAu, “Con c¢6 birc thur ma nguoi ban kia ciia ¢6 nhd t6i chuyén cho ¢6.”

“Thach Thy Than?” C6 ngo ngac nhin cai tii, Kic Tudng Bach Liét di New York, ¢6 nhé anh ta dem bire thu nm Thach Thu Thén giri cho Thé Van tra
lai anh ta.

“A, anh ta con moi toi an bira com, do anh ta néu déy.”

“Anh dy biét ndu com?”” C6 cam thiy kinh ngac.

Tudng Bach Ligt gt dau: “Hon nira mii vi ciing rét ngon dan 6ng c6 doi khi khong don gian nhur trong turong tugng ctia cac c6 dau.”

C6 cudikhd dimg ddy, cam tii xach, chuin bi di.

“Thé Phan,” Tudng Bach Liét ngdi trén ghé sau ban, anh ta goi ¢ lai: “Con nhé ¢ timg n6i voi toi, rét cam on ti da cho ¢6 khich I va gitp d& khong?”
“Um...”

“Ky that, t6i ciing mubn noi thé voi ¢6.”

“Huh?”

Anh ta cyp mét xubng, trén mét B nu cudi diu dang: “Toi ciing mudn cam on ¢, tir ¢6 t6i nhin thiy mot loai diiing khi —— khi phét hién sai Aim ctia minh

da diing cam dé thay doi diéu d6 cho 61 biét, bt cir ic ndo khi phét hién ban than sai Am, phai stra lai dimng dé qua muon. Cho nén. . .co ciing da
day t6i rat nhidu diéu, cam on.”

C5 nhin anh ta, doan ring chuyén di New York lan ndy c6 1& da xdy ra chuyén gi rit c6 y nghia, nhung c6 khong hoi, chi cudi ndi: “Khéng can khach
sdo, t0i cling vay.”

“‘Conntra...”

“Hirm?”



“Lan d4u ¢ t6i co hoi toi: sau khi con ngudi chét rdi moi thir con c6 thé tiép tuc khong?”

“Um...”

“Toi nghif 1 ¢6,” Tudng Bach Liét diu dang n6i, “O ngay trong long ching ta.”

C6 chot nhin thdy Thé Vén dtmg bén canh anh ta, d6i mét mim cudi git dau, vi thé. . .co ciing nhoén miéng cuoi.

Lic vé dén nha, me da ra ngoai mua d6 an, Thé Phan ngdi trrée ban trong phong minh, ¢6 mo ra c4i tdi do ma Tuong Béch Ligt dua cho minh. Bén
trong c6 mdt hdp giay mau do, cling véi mdt burc thu.

C0 x¢ hop gidy ra, bén trong dung mdt khung hinh béng thiy tinh, mit sau ctia khung hinh | nét chi xinh dep ctia Tuéng Bach Ligt: mdi khung hinh déu
mang theo mdt hoi e tot dep.

C5 dung khung hinh Ién, dat trén goc ban, niic di bén trong con chira c6 anh, nhung ciing da goi 1én dit loai hdi tre tt dep cta co.

Co ngongénnlﬁnnf)t Tic mdi sue nhd ra buee thu ctia Thach Thu Thin, vi thé tay co hoirmcﬁm]éyné, nghi mot chit rdi mod ra.

Nay, céu khoe khong?

Ngay hém qua nhan duoc thur ctia cau nh ban giri gitip, t6 hoi kinh ngac, budi tdi suy nghi that 1au, van quyét dinh viét mdt bire th cho cau.

Cudc sdng ciia 1 tai New York ciiing khong thuin budm xudi gi6, cau nén biét ring mot ngudi gin 30 tudi moi nghi t6i du hoc thi s& gip rat nhidu kho
khan. Vi dy nhir ngdn ngit, théi quen sinh hoat, khong hop véi ban hoe nhd hon t6 10 tudi, con ¢6 ndi nhé qué nha. .. Nhung dudi day long, t6 lai cim
thay hanh phiic, du sao t& dang lam chuyén t& muon lam.

Ky that, ic hoi cdu ¢ mudn di ciing t6 khong, t& biét cau s& khong di. Boi vi cau khong yéu t6.

Sao cau lai yéu mot nguoi dan 6ng yéu em gai cau chir?

Pimg ngac nhién, tir mot nam trude khi cdu dimg trrde mit t6 An dAu tién, t¢ da biét cau khong phai Thé Van,

Néu 1a Thé Van, c6 4y khong thé khong cho t6 mdt cau tra 101 mi mot minh bo di xa, s& khong chi thinh thoang goi dién va giri enmail dé n6i v6i t6 vé tinh
hinh trong nhitng nam do, khi nhin t6 cling khong ¢6 dy ndy va kho mo loi. Nhiing namdo 6 luén hoi chinh minh, 16t cude 1 sai chd ndo, ban diu té cho
rang A vi tinh yéu ctia bon t& cach xa ngan dim, nhung vao khoanh khic kia t& bong nhién hiéu duoc, thi ra ngudi t¢ yéu da roi khoi tir lau.

T6 khong biét rot cude da xay ra chuyén g, t& doan hai ngudi hoan doi thén phan, ciu dong gia 6 4y that sy rét giéng, suyt nita di kira gat t6, thé nhung
hai cu van 14 hai nguoi khac nhau, méc do khudn mit twong tur, nhung anh mét khong giong chit nao. Trong mét cAu ludn €6 mdt ngon ltra, cho du dau
khd va dy nay viy quanh cau, ngon lira nay khong hé dép tit, m trong it c6 4y chinh ki mdt ménh yén tinh—— t6 nghi, vé diémnay, Vién T6 Vén
cling phat hién ra phai khong?

To da kho tranh khoi trai qua nhimg ngiy Thang dau khd dAu tranh, khong ai chap nhn duoc sy that nguoi minh yéu da roi khoi thé gioi nay, t¢ dién
cudng 1am viée, say ruou, mudn thuyét phuc chinh minh coi cau 1 ¢6 4y, theo dudi cau, 6 duge cau co I§ t¢ that su coi cau la co ay.

Nhung t6 khong thé, thét sur khong thé. Ly Nhuoe Ngu n6i vdi t6, yéu mdt nguoi la cam gidc rat ky diéu, c6 1§ ¢ trong dau cau ngudi d6 khong con,
nhung cdu ¢b chap yéu, thdm chi 6 trong dAu cting ngudi d6 song hét quéng doi con lai. Té nght t& con chira hoan toan hiéu duoc tur tuong cuia ¢ dy
ctng Vo1 y ttr mi ¢0 ay mu6n bay 6, nhung t& khong c6 cach nao thuyét phuc minh di yéu cau, boi vi trong dAu t6, nguoi t& yéu 1 Thé Van. To khong
thé cham vao cu trong hién thure, nhung & trong dau lai séng hét quaing doi con lai v6i ¢ dy. .. Té khong thé lam nhu vay.

Hon nira, tir trong mét ciu, 16 ciing thdy duoc ndi dau khd va sy d4u tranh, ¢6 I& cdu cho rang n6i sy tht v6i t6 thi s& khién t& dau khd, tha ring dé
minh Bm “Thé Van” tr& thanh mOt ngudi phy 1ong, nhu vy t¢ s& quén co éy, di tim hanh phtic ctia chinh minh cho nén cdu tra lai td birc thur t& da
giri cho Thé Van néu cau that sur nghi vay, t6 chi ¢6 thé noi, cam on y tot ciia cau, nhung t6 khong thé nhan.

Dung vy, sur ra di ctia Thé Van c6 1§ s& khién t6 dau kho, nhung n6 khong mang di tinh yéu cta bon td, néu co dy c6 thé hyra chon, t¢ tin ring ¢b Ay s&
nhd cau ndi s thit cho t6 biét, hon nita khich I t6 thoét khoi khon dén, ddy 1én hy vong ddi voi cude song in nita. Ma mdt “Thé Vén phy long”, s& chi
khién t6 nghi ngd tinh yéu 1 gi, trén thé gidi ny con 6 tinh yéu chan chinh sao?

T6 khong néi su ra chon ctia cdu i ding hay sai, t6 chi c6 thé ndi ring, néu 1 t, t& tha ring 14 cai trudc.

Nhung t6 khong thé trach ot cau, béi vi cau  chi ctia Thé Van, 1 ngudi thin quan trong nhét ctia 6 Ay, | ngudi di cing ¢6 4y ca doi. Tir trude kia rét
lau, c6 ay da ké cho t¢ rat nhi€u chuyén cua hai nguoi, vi du nhu tinh cach cua hai cau hoan toan tirong phan, nhung c6 ay cang néi nhi€u hon vé sy an'y
dac bit gitra hai cau.

Té khong biét trude tai hoa dang so kia hai ngudi da xay ra chuyén gi, nhung t6 viét birc thur ndy con cé mot myc dich khac, t6 mudn ni voi cau mot
chuyén: sau khi nhan dugc bure thu t6 tinh cta té, Thé Van tirng gip mit td, co ay ndi voi td, tat ca van dé doi sau khi “Theé Phan” trd vé thi s€ tra 101 td.
Té van con nhd, khi t6 hoi co Ay vi sao, cd 4y ding giong diéu binh finh ndi: “C6 18 khong ai biét, sy c6i md va lac quan ciia Thé Phan, cling véi tinh thin
diing cam doi mat khé khan ctia chi ay, khdng biet chiing da cho t¢ bao nhiéu diiing khi va strc manh. Té nhin duoc rat nhi€u tir chi ay, nhung té chua



timg vi chi 4y im duoc gi ca, lic ndy, t6 mudn im mdt chuyén cho chi dy, c6 1§ t6 1 nguoi duy nhét ¢6 thé lim viée nay cho chi dy.”

Do khi, t¢ tht sw cam nhin duoc Thé Vén ¢ trong mét cau, co 1& n6i khong chimg, néu ngudi & lai a Thé Vén, nhirng gi c4u da trai qua cting s¢ a
nhimg gi ¢6 dy trai qua. Bict dau, t6 ¢6 thé nhin thiy cau qua 6 dy, mdt cd gii diém finh mang theo dau buon, udn mo to hai mat nhin the giéi nay,
nhung khong the thay doi dugc gi—— thim chi c6 mot lan t& khong phén biét rd rang, minh nhin thay The Phan mang theo hinh bong The Van, hay I
Thé Van hoan toan do Thé Phén tao ra—— nhung cudi cling cau khdng phai c6 ay, cdu cling khong can phai 1a c6 ay.

Séng nay, trong tiém tap hoa dudi iu nha tro cta t6 lai trong thiy nhirng trai dira rét to, trén d6 c6 dan nhén hiéu bang t1eng Trung, giéng nhur nhitng loai
dura ban & quan nho ven duong tai Hai Nam, got v0 so' qua, ¢o thé cam ng hut vao la uong nuée dira ngay. TG that sy mubn cam than thé giéi nay rat
nho, m?l mdt ngdy déu khién t& bat ngd, cho nén Thé Phan, hy vong lin sau t6 trd vé, ¢6 thé nhin thiy mdt Thé Phan hanh phuc coi md nhu trong ky (e
cua The Van.

Sau ciing, néu cau con nhé ngudi ban & phuong xa ndy, in sau nhd ngudi ta dem thir gi d6 6 “gi tri ky niént”, vi du nhu banh bao thit cua hoic 1a thit
x0ng khoi Kim Hoa, vén van. .. Nhu vay té s€ cang vui vé hon.

Viy th6i, chuc binh an.

Thach Thu Thin

2008. 6. 20

¥/

Mot budi tdi clia Théng chin, Vién T6 Van di cong tic tro &, khi v& dén nha, anh phat hién can phong t t0i den tinh king, anh dat hanh Iy xudng, di dén
ban cong, cham mjt diéu thube dé hit, khi sap hit xong, anh ly ra di dong nam trong tii, 4n niit goi, tiéng chd may thét lau, ngay lic anh dinh ctp may,
lai bdng nhién két ni.

“AL6?””

Anh nghe dugc giong ¢d trong tiéng hd hét va 6n a0, anh khong khoi nhiu may, c6 vé khong vui: “Em & dau?”

“A, emsip vé day.”

“Sau khi xuong méy bay anh d goi cho em rét nhidu Jin, nhung chiing c6 ai bat may.” Anh khéng mudn minh 6 ra kho chiu rd rang nhu vay, nhung lai
ching kiém nén dugc giong diéu ctia minh.

“A, di dong dat trong tui xach, c6 & khong nghe dugc.”

Anh phét ra tiéng nha khéi mét kién nhan, d& nén con gian hoi tiép: “Em ¢ ciing ai?”

“Bon....Tir Mac.”

“Bor?”

“Um, con c6 Hang Ty. . .cing v6i anh trai Hang Ty.”

“Anh trai Hang Tu?!” Giong anh p ttc trd nén day uy hiép.

“Um....” Tiéng c6 khong 16 rang, khién nguoi ta cam thay phién long.

“O dau? Anh di d6nem”

“Khong can! Emda di ra rdi, biy gios dang trén duong tdi bai dd xe.”

“Puoc roi...”

Ntra tiéng sau, khi Thé Phan mo ctra phong, ¢6 nhin théy mot khuon mét khé chiu, anh khoanh tay, kh& nhiu may, anh mit rt sic bén.
“Budi tdi an mi nhé?” C6 tyr thay gidy, dem db an tién dudng tré v& mua di vao phong bép, dat trén ban ndu an.

Phong bép ctia anh lun giit gin sach s&, mot chiéc ban an nhd bang gb dit sat mot goe twong, von chi cé mot cai ghé, hién tai lai thém mot c4i nita.
“Homnay emdi lam gi?”’ Vién T Van him huc hoi.

“Khong phai ban nily néi rdi sao, & cting Tir Mic, Hang Ty con c6 Hang Phong. ..”

“Sau ndy khong dugc phép ra ngoai cling dan 6ng anh khong quen!” Anh di dén phia sau c6, dua vao ti lanh, hai tay vin khoanh lai, sic mit khong vui
chit nao.



“Anh quen ma!” Co Ky ndi cho mrde vao rdi dun trén bép.

“Y anh I anh trai Hang Tir.” Dang vé nhfu my ctia anh, khién ngudi ta cam thy. . .rit goi cam
“Khong phéi anh ciing biét Hang Phong sa0?”

“Anh khong biét!” Anh trimg nit.

“Sao lai thé. .. Mdi tdi trudc khi ngi anh déu phai doc sach ctia anh 4y ma!”

“Anh doc —— Vién T6 Van bong dung khung lai, chop chép mit, vé miit mi tit, mot lt sau anh mdi kinh ngac ni, “Hang, Hang Phong?! Anh 4y I
anh trai cia Hang Tu?!”

“U.” C6 cudi git dau, qua 1 tiu thuyét trinh tham gia Hang Phong ma anh sting béi nhét!
“Nhung thing nhoc kia chira bao gio néi véi anh. ..
“Hang Phong hinh nhur ciing thé, chra bao gior chi dong n6i voi ngudi khac Hang Ty 13 em trai ctia anh dy.”

Anh ding méy phit moi khién minh binh tinh trd lai, méc di rong khi ho hip 16 rang con chua di, nhung van manh miéng ndi: “Cho, cho dit 1a thé, ciiing
khong duoc!”

“Emn6i voi anh Ay anh i fan ctia anh Ay, con n6i lin sau mudn nho anh 4y ky tén.”

“Sao em c6 thé ndi nhur vdy. ..” Anh nhur 1 rét o4n gian.

“Thi sa0?”

“Phai 3 ‘superfan’! Em nén n6i v6i anh 4y anh c6 toan bo séch ciia anh 4y, bt dau tir quyén dau tién.”
“..” C6 cam thiy néu hién tai dang d6ng phim hoat hinh, trén trén c6 hin | xuét hién miy dudng den méi ding,
“D6 1 cai gi...” Vién T6 Van bdng nhién ngimg thé noi.

“Cai gl co?”

“Trén ngdn &p ut ctia em...”

Thé Phéan vuron tay, nhin chiéc nhdn deo vao ngén ap Ut ctia minh, t6 vé than nhién noi: “A, 1 chiéc nhén anh ding dé cau hon v6i em déy, em tim duoc
trén ban ctia anh.”

Anh nhin c6, qua that lau moi ding giong di¢u tham do héi: “N6 khong phai cd nghia [a emda...”
“_..Anhn6i cai gi thi B cai d6.” Sac mit ¢6 van than nhién, gidng nhw chuyén kia khong hé dang ngac nhién.
Anh hé miéng, trong séc niit ngac nhién mang theo vé kho tin, anh ngo ngén Iy tay chi vio c6, n6i khong nén oi.

C6 xoay ngudi, By rau da mua vé dit trong bon rira, md voi nrde, mra vé khong dé y ma bét dau rira rau. Trén khudn mit lai hién 1én nu cudi, d6 I
nu cuodi diu dang tran day hanh phuic.

Con duong ngoai cira sb rat ving vé, hai hang dén duong dung thing tip tai ven duong, chiéu sang con duong vé nha cho moi nguoi,

C6 cup mit xudng, nhin chiéc nhin trén ngdn tay, cai ndy nhur | mot déu hiéu hodc n6i i mdt biéu turong dai dién cho mot 101 hira hen, hodc

1a trdch nhiém. C6 chot nhé t6i mdt cAu trong thur hdi 4m ctia Thur Lo:

Pimg quén, nim dudi cing chiéc hop Pandora chira day t6i 161, chinh 1 khat khao va hy vong!
-Hét-
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