Gidi thiéu Can Hoa Khuc

Truyén Cén Hoa Khiic ciia tic gia HO Diép Seba I truyén xuyén khong, ngon tinh ¢d dai voi nhdn vat cue ky dang yéu, nhe nhang, Hin xoay ngudi, bé
mdt canh ha hoa méi nd, cai trén méi toc ctia nang, ¢ chit dau long nhin dudi mit ctia nang da ¢ vai nép nhin nhung van xinh dep nhur trude. .

C0 gdi phién bang da doi héin mudi mdt niim, ludn mim cui nhin hén, bay gis con hoai dira nho cta héin. Van ludn nghi, minh chém giét nira do, cudi
cung s€ béd mang oan uong,

Nhung nang lai nhu con gi6 mét thdi qua, thdi tan huyét tinh vo tan trong sinh ménh cta hén. Mot khiic Can Hoa thanh dat uyén chuyen Hin thdi sdo, du
duong, thdi 1én niém vui cling hy vong ciia chinh minh, trong ngay mila hé, ha hwong trién mién vo tan, cho t6i tan nhimg ngiy cudi cling,
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Chuong 1

Banh xe phat ra &m thanh lach cach lach cach, nang ¢b hét strc chuyén dong, kéo nuée tir dudi giéng sau Ién. Gio dang 1a thang ba, tuy da 1 cudi mia
xudn, nhung ddi véi mot ngurdi sinh trurong & chau A nhiét doi nhur nang ma 161, gio van rét lanh. Nhung thai dwong cling lao dong, lai lAm cho nang toan
than d6 md hoi, gi6 thdi qua chiéc a0 bong nira méi nira ¢, cling s& camthay ring minh. Cho dti da hon mt ném, nang van khong thé thich tmg duroc
v6i khi hu 6n déi nhu vay. Cho t6i khi ¢6 hét strc d6 dugc nude giéng vao thing, nang nhe nhang th' ra, mém nhiin ngdi xudng dua vao thing nude lon
ma thé gap, dnh mét nhin troi quang xanhtham Quén lai minh vai trén nhiing ngon tay khong ngimg run run, ¢6 hoi dinh dinh, dau tan tim, dai khai vét
thurong lai bi nirt ra. Nang lai ding nuréc giéng, hm diu di ban tay dang dau don. May mén cong viéc hom nay dai khai déu lam xong r01, chi con phai lam
com chiéu nita ma thoi. Cho du phia sau, mt troi cling moi nga ve tay, con liu moi kin xudng. Nhung ma néu s soang nita s& khong ndu duoc com, dau
nanh rét dit. Khong giéng voi mot nim truede, hién tai mdi bira com déu thue quy trong, ny vi. So v6i nha bén, nang da 14 rat gidu co, comcd thé an
comkhd, lai i gao tring nhur trén chu, khong don mot chit hoa mau khac. Nha bén d&u biét, n6i nang qué gidu co, trong nha ¢6 ngudi gi, tré con sinh
bénh, & sang muon gao tréing — day chinh i phiic phan duoc an ngon ma chi ¢6 tré con hodc khi sinh bénh mdi ¢6 dugc. Nang ddo com té trong )i,
nuée sbi ién ric mot nam cai thia chi cao bang ngdn tay, cling mdt nim xuan ctru nhd vao, chd rau xanh, cho mdt chit md heo cing mudi, trén mot c4i
bep nho khéc i mot ndi méng tric da boc v luge. Trén com e fa cai thia thanh thity ctng xuén ctru, mang theo mdt chit mo heo thom kg, Bong cira
bép lai, ning bung c4i bét 1on dyng dd an, cAm Ky diia tric, di dén suon ni sau nha, ngdi xép bang trén c6, nhin mit hd xanh nhu ngoc bich duéi chan
i, my my &n com chiéu. Khong nght ti, chi a mbt nam ma thoi, hanh phuc lai don gian nhu vay—ngomhlnho nuoe, an com dudi anh chidu ta. Nang
tén Bach Dyc. .. Néu khong nh& lAm. Hoc B, nang khong c6 ndi dién. Hin [ c4i tén nay, khong sai. Tuy rang nang van cam thiy mo hd, khong dugc
10 rang. Nhung ma cude sdng don gian dén chi con lai c6 an com, ngi, Bm viée, sy mo hd ndy ciing tré nén vo cung khong quan trong nita. Mot nam
tru6e, nang di vao Ban son ¢ lan can thon ny. Noi chinh xac, Ia trong rimg cy cach thon nay khoang hai dam Den bay gio' nang van khong 10, nang 16t
cude la con song hay da chét. RS rang 14 nhay tir trén ting cao nhat cta trudng hoc xudng. . . Nhung im sao lai xudt hién tai ‘amphi’ phong canh day
nang nay ? Poan thoi gian ¢ gitta bién di dau? Hay la, trén thure t&, nang da tro thanh ngudi thyc vat, day chi la mot glac mong dai, giong nhu trén phim
truyén hinh van chiéu? Nang that dung 1a khong biét. Nhung nguoi bi nang dé tring. . . Xtc cam ctng mii mau tuoi van con chan that. C6 mot vi tién sinh
da boc xuong tai nhot di ctru nang. . . Pai khai di. Da boc xwong tién sinh thiy nang dot nhién xuit hién, khong to vé kinh ngac chit ndo, chi yén king
nhin ning nim, sau phit. Nang rat ngac nhién, d6i phirong nghi nhur thé ndo, ning ciing khong 1o Em Nhung vi tién sinh da boc xuong hao tim kia lai
dwa cho nang hai dinh nguyén bao (co hd ¢6 thé im do c6), khong ni duge mot 10 chi duong toi thon, ciing rit v hiép “bay 1én cay”. Son thon kia tén
14 L gia thon. Nang dan don vao thon, phat hién ngdn ngit ciia bon ho rét giéng giong Quang Pong, lim cho nang khoa tay mia chin nira ngiy, boi vi
nang da doi bung, mudn mua thir gi d6 an. Thon dan mic ¢b trang suyt bi nang hii chét, ning ciing suyt bi d&4m nguoi thon dan thoi ¢b nay hi chét. Chung
quy nang van khong mua dugc gi an, boi vi hai dinh nguyén bao kia vira van 1 hai muroi hrong bac, & son thon la mt s tién rét Ion, rat Ion, cin ban
khong c6 tién 16 tra lai. Thon dan héo tim cho nang mot chén chéo hoa mau, khong iy ctia nang mdt phan tién. Bt chao hoa miu kia, trén thuc t& thuc
tho rap, khong mudi thiéu turong, rat kho n. Nhung nang doi bung. Trude khi nhay Ju nang da bo an, da bon ngiy chira duoc an gi. Cam gidc duoc an,
rat tuyét. Nang sao lai c6 thé quén di cam gide thoa niin ndy, mudn tu d6i chét chinh minh chir. . .? Thon dan hiém khi thdy nguoi ngoai, cho nén khong
thich nang, thAm chi c6 chiit s¢' hiii. Nhung bon ho van cho Bach Duc & lai. Nguoi cho chitt ctii, ngudi cho chén chao, thim chi con cho nang ngi lai tai
mot gian phong nho canh kho trir ia. Hai thang sau, nang moi c6 thé lap bap n6i chuyén véi ngudi ta, thon truong con ban cho nang mot can phong nho
trén i, cach thon khong xa, cing mt ving trién i that 16n, chi iy ning mudi hai lrong bac, con gitip nang mua thém toan bo dd gia dung cling quan
40 bon mia. Tuy ring chd sau khi ning nghe ndi hru loat, dugc mdt bac gai ni cho biét, nang an dau khd, thon trurdng thuc xéu bung, linh tinh. . . nhung
ki thit nng van rét cam kich. Nang cu nhién khong bi ha doc thit, danh chét, cudp boc, thon truong chi ban dit mé thoi, van con dé lai mot nira tai san
cho ning, Khi vira méi bt dau, thue khd. Yéu 6t, cai gi ciing khong biét. Tién bac tai son thon thé nay ¢6 rét it tac dung, trir phi 1a nua trdu cay, nong
cu & bén kia nii, bang khong co hd déu 1a Ay vat dbi vat. Cho t6i khi nang nghe hleu duoc damnho cudi n¥ing nang ] “Khét cai”, “phy nit lwoi “ nang
ién thir tir 1ap. Mét chet di, c4i gi ciing déu phai hoc. May méin trude ddy nang séng cing 6ng ba ndi, toan b thoi tho a 4u déu trai qua & n6ng thon, cho
61 tan khi t5t nghiép tiéu hoc moi doan vién cling cha me. . . bang khong thét sur 1 sd soang gidng nhur ngurdi mil Nhung bt dau hoc tir dau thyc vat va.
Péu la hangxomtrongthonho trg, con chia mot it d6 an cho nang. Co dai moc lan tran vurdn rau ciing gitip khalkhan, thamchlthaynangdangthuong,
con cho nang muron cudc, nhung tay nang van phdng rop 1én, vay két lai vd ra d méu, dau nhirc vo cing. Stre yéu, khong cam ndi cube, trién nui lai
khong c6 bién phap khai khén thanh rudng nurde. Co mot thoi gian, ning nghii minh s& bi déi chét, ngay ca nhom Ira ciing khong biét, dén cui nhin thay
ran lién thét chéi tai. Nhung md, mot ngy mét moi, nhin 4nh ta dwong xinh dep, an thir com nira doi khong quen, lai cam thay thure hanh phic, rét muén
song sot. Nang thire cam ta da boc xwong tién sinh. Hai muroi hrong bac kia gitip nang mua dwoc mdt ngdi nha nhé trén trién niti, con giip nang mua
dwoc hai con triu cay a! Trong thon, nang 1 nguoi duy nhét ¢6 hai con triu cay, moi nguoi déu dén thué trdu cia nang, Tién thué thi da loai, c6 doi khi
1a mot tti dd 3n gl dd, co doi khi Ia mdt boc nho gao, duong nhién 1a gao t6t roi. Bach Duc séng ciing khong t& 1Em. Tham chi c6 dwoc mdt chiée xe déy
tay cii nat, c6 thé khodc Ién tréu cay, Fic lc Fic Fc di xudng trdn nhd duéi nii, mua lwong thure, rau xanh. Nang ndi voi thon dan, nang i ni tir phién
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bang, moi ngudi ciing tin. C6 nhidu lic, ngay ca chinh nang cling tin nhur vay. An xong mdt chén 16n com, nang thd ra mot hoi, xoa xoa md hoi trén tran
cing chop miii. Mic mdt chén canh gao tréng, vot niing ra, ding cam cét thanh khdi Ion, bo vao mude com Cho thém chit mrde trong, lién udng hét
bat nurée com ndu meng dam vi ngot d6. Du i nam dién virong ciiing khong duoc nhur vy di.
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Chuwong 2

bo Ia mot budi trua ngy chom ha. Nang dang thu dau phoi ngoai ndng, an no 4nh it troi, toa ra mot mii huong dé chiu, quyén An véi miii hurong hoa,
glong nhur ¢6 thé thoi mién ¢4 ong mét. Vin thit  lung, xwong song phat ra thanh & amric ric. Thye vo dung. Chi mdt chit viée nhur vay, lamda mét rmon
chét. Nhitng 6 bé trong thon, muroi ba mudi bén tudi da co thé xach nu6e chay nhur bay ca nira dam Trong san nha nang c6 giéng nurée, chi moi Imy
chuc budc, ciing khién nang mét ri nguoi. Khong co bién  phap, neunang 1 nam, tim rira ngay & gleng cing duoc. Nhung nang 14 nir, cho dula tam
nu6e lanh, ning cting phai mang thing nurde vao phong bép m6i tim duroc. Nang dot nhién cam thiy, trong khong khi tira hd ¢6 mot mii tanh ngot. Bach
Duyc quay dau, lai bi doa gidt ndy minh. Mot nam ttr xa la dimg cach nang rét gan, chi khoang ba budc. Nhung nang khong hé nghe dugc tleng gl, nguoi
kia théng tip nhin nang chim chim, dudng nhur ciing khong ¢ ho hip. “Cé con song” Han md miéng, thanh 4m thyre khan, Nang trimg niit nhin ki, cuc
lac cong nhan. ..”Da...da boc xuong tién sinh?”” Bach Dyc v6 cting kinh hii. Vén 1a da boc xuong, lic ndy cé thit, tr bd xuong trd thanh Hic Vo
Thudng, méi m cho nang trong chdc 1t khong nhédn ra dugc. “Ta goi l O ViL” trén ngudi héin ¢6 hai thanh kiém, mdt ndm trén tay, mot cim trén canh
tay, duong nhién da chay mau, “C6 thé xin chit nuée khong?” .. .Giéng nude ¢ bén canh.” Bach Duc voi vang din hin xuyén qua vurdn rau, cd hét strc
mic nude [én. Nhung Bach Dyc that sy keo rat cham, O Vii chi ding mdt tay cling c6 thé manh hon nang, p tirc kéo nude 1én, bat dau udng, con lai
doi lén nguoi, rira troi mau dL “C6 ¢ quan 4o khong?”” Hén ho hitng hoi, giéng nhur canh tay khong phai cta minh, khong chit nhan may rit thanh kiém
ra, mdu lp tirc phunra. ...C6 thé khong vira véi huynh, 61 di ly.” Bach Dy xoay ngudi chay vao nha. Pé tién 1am viée, ciiing boi vi nang thire dang
budn, ngay ca quan 4o “nu tir phién bang” ciing khong biét méc, cho nén binh thudng nang deu nyic nam trang. Nong dan luon chiét quén 4o lai moi tién
lamviéc, nang thuong thuong mic chinh la kiéu quan chiét, 40 ngiin tay, mdi mt kién déu rat Ion. Nang voi vang lay mdt bg, vot t6i bén canh giéng. .

Lai x4u hd xoay ngudi lai. O Vil lai rét thoai mai, coi sach tinh quang, & bén canh giéng xa mrdc. Nang thuc khong nhin thiy ga.. . Nhiéu im ciing Chl Ia
nhin th.éy dang sau. Vo lam cao thu chinh [ v6 1im cao thu, thét heng kia thie dep a. . - Nhung ma vé dep thét sy tri mang, néu khong cén than s& bay t6i
rmt kiém. “Céi kia. . quanao ” Bach Dyc ling ta Iing ting n6i, nang that canthanng01xuong, dé quén do cing khan Ién tang da, “Pé phia sau huynh,

. 161 di ndu com.” Tuy ring lic ndy da qua mudn dé an trura, lai qua sém dé an chidu, nhungmngvantanhrc thé }uenthanhylonnhat DPung dua
chu an nhn cru mang d6. Cho nén nang thdm chi nhin dau rdn hai qua trimg ga, ding ci noi da rén trimg do, themrmynhanhtm, xa0 mt dia rau dén
thomngao ngat. Thét sy nang khong c6 ban, danh phai mang bang ghé dai ra san dé thay ban, cho nang demdb an va comra san, O Vii duong nhu da
tAmrira xong, dAu toc wot sing di t6i. “Nguong nging, thyre tlly tién vo 18.” Nang lién tuc xin 16i, “Toi chi ¢ hai bang ghé dai thoi. ..”, dwa cho hin mot
chén comté. O Vil lai stmg sot mdt chit moi nhéan Ay, camdua nhung khong p tire an. Bach Dyc cling kho khéin, nang khong 16 lamtuc 1é chd nay. .
Co pha1 chi nha phai dong dtia trude hay khong? Nang gip & mbi dia dd an mot chit, “Moi ding, mdi ding. .. Toi khong hiéu 18 nghi im, ngrong
nging.” Vé mit hin nhu hoa mot chit, dung mjt loai tdc do khing bd tiéu diét toan bo db an. Bao lau chua dn coma? Cubi cing ngay ca nurée com
Bach Duc dé lai dé bira sang ngiy mai udng, hén ciing du udng sach, m6i ha diia. ... Ta s& tra tién.”” Hin khan khan n6i. Bach Duc dangnganngum
1ap tire tinh lai, vOi vang xua tay, “Khong khong khong, khong phai chuyén do. . Lu’ong thre t6i con nhidu! La t6i khong tinh di krong com. ... Cai kia. .
61 thay huynh thyc gly. ..” Nang noi ndng 16n x0n, chdc lat sau moi tran dinh drgc, “Huynh 1 an nhén ctru mang t6i, chit thire an c6 & g Toi i di ndu
com...” “Du.” Han thu thap bat dia, di t6i giéng rira. Tur dong tur phat nhur vAy. Bach Duc gdi gii du, vao trong nha thu thap mot chut, Ky thém chin
bong ra. Cain nha ndy thire don so, chi cd phong bép cting nha chinh, mo cira chinh 14 giwong, phong bép ngay ca cira ciing khong ¢6, chi c6 mdt tim
manh ngiin lai. “Céikia.... O Viitién sinh,” Bach Duc goi O Vii dang cit bat trong bép, “Huynh ngi & ddy di, ty khuét huynh mot chut. .. Anh mét lanh
ling ctia hin d4m lai, “Ta & dudi bép 1 duoc.” “Huynh khong can khéch khi,” Bach Dyc xua tay, “Du sao girong ndy cho t6i bay gios toi ciing chira
timg ngi. T6i déu ngu trén lau.” O Vi nging dau, nhin noc nha ¢6 tranh don so, anh mt xudt hién mdt tia mé hodc. Cho Bach Duc tréo én thang déy,
hén moi biét duoc cai gi goi i “trén u”. D6 i mot chd dan bang tre, von 1 noi chira dd, cach ndc nha chi khoang mot canh tay, phai ding thang moi co
thé di vao. Bach Duc trai co kho 1én san triic, ngi ngay phia trén. “Thang ddy d& kéo, trudc kia ding thang tric méi mét.” Bach Dyc giai thich, “Noi nay
rét tot. . Nhung noi noi déu c6 hru manh sao? Néu t6i B nam thi tot rdi. .. La nit thue phién toai.” “Ai?” thanh am O Vii cang khan, lai cang lanh nhu
bang “Khong biét. .. Ciing khong quan trong.” Bach Duc voi vang ni, “Nhiéu kim ciing chi dén nhéo, lai khong Ién duge. Nhao chan s& di, ciing khong
trom cép gi, ciing khong muron gié bé méng. .. Toi 1 ndi thuan tay dit dé. Khong sao.” “Khi d& nir nhan.” “Ni tir phién bang thoi.”” “C6 khong phai.” O
Vi tra i thyre 13 rang, di vao trong nha, ndm xudng giwong, “Céikia. .. Da. .. T6i 1 n6i O tién sinh. ..” “Khong ho O.” O Vii nhém it ndi. «...0 Vi
tién sinh, thurong thé ctia huynh thé nao 2 “B6i thude rdi.” “Huynh con d6i khong?” “Khong d6i bung.” “Mudn udng nude khong?” “Khong khat.” Hoi
rat nhiéu cdu vo nghia, Bach Dyc ndm chit hai tay, ¢b By diing khi, m6i dam hoi diéu ma nang mudn héi, “Kia. .. cai...Da boc xwong. .. Toi ki n6i, O
Vii tién sinh. ... T6. . .t0i con séng khong?” Dir sao O Vii Tién sinh ciing 1 ngudi dau tién nang nhin thy & day. . .Cai nguoi bi nang dé chét kia khong
tinh. Hén han s& c6 chin tudng di? M6t ménh yén finh. “C6 ¢ thd khong?” O Vil lanh ling tra 14, xoay mét vao vach tuong, “Im king,” Bach Dyc thir
do xét hoi the that. Ngay hom sau, Bach Dirc dui mit, budng thang day, gip ghénh di xudng, vira ra cira ién nhin thiy O Vii ho hitng ni con dao gi
loang 10. Qua loi hai. Day 1ong nang tham than. Mot ndm, nang chura timg mai dao, thurdng bi my 6 gai trong thon cudi. “O Vil tién sinh, sém an.”
Nang kinh né chio hoi. “Ta khong phai tién sinh.” Hén dung nur6e rira sach con dao, “Goi thang O Vi 1 duoc 161 “T6i goi |a Bach Duc.” ... Ta
khong c6 hoi ¢6.” O Viingay ca du ciing chua nang, “Vlet nhu the 1n40?” Hén biét chir al Bach Dyc nhét thoi kinh hai. Nguoi b1et chir trong thon nay
démra khong qua ba ngudi, ning cang k]nh né. Ngdi x6m xudng viét tén chmh minh trén nén dét, “Téi di ndu com” O Vii liéc mat chan may cau lai,
biéu tinh binh tinh nhur trude, chi 1 day it ¢6 chit thét vong, Nhung héin vin mang dao, di vao phia rimg tric. Chd Bach Duc ndu xong mit bat chéo
hoa 16n, thém hanh ciing trimg, cing mdt bat canh bip cai, bé 1én, trd mét nhin san vira ‘moc’ ra mdt cai ban tric. O Vi khong ndi mot 1o nhan By, dat
trén ban tric. “Minh khong ¢6 bia, cling khong c6 dinh ma. . .” Bach Dyc thi thao n6i, dnh it md mit. “Mot con dao 1 dit rdi, can cai d6 am gi?” O
Vi vao phong bép mang ndt bat chéo con lai ra, ngay ca khan 16t ciing khong ding, gidng nhur khong biét néng I gi vay. Bach Duc du dc choang vang
lay bat cing diia, sip xep com, lai khong nhin duoc nhin céi ban tric xinh dep. Nay that sy a qua cudng héan. “Bach Duc.” O Vi1 dot nhién goi nang,
“A?” Nang md mit nging dau. “C6 that sy tén Bach Duc.” O Vii cudi khd mbt tiéng. “Kéu Bach Dyc c6 cai gi khong ding?”” Nang khong rd rang, O
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Vil ctii dAu tiép tuc 3n com, khong ndi nira. Hén ndi rét i, Bach Duc ciing khong blet n6i cai gi cing han cho phdi, du sao cting a hoan toan khong biét.
Cong viée hang ngay clia nang rét nhidu, phéi cho ga an, lay trimg, lai boi vi nang timrira mo1 ngly, mbi ngay lai ¢6 rét nhidu quén 4o phai giit. Con co
mdt vuron rau phai chim soc, chi cé mdt ngudi an, nhiéu Kic mubn nghi cach Bm dd an mudi sin. Hién tai khong phai mia cay, hai con trdu di cho ra
ngoai an ¢o, nangcungplmdllaycuL O Vil c6 khi & nha, ¢6 khi di theo nang, tréng coi im king, khong ndi mot loi. Gilta trua ngay thir ba, lic dn com,
O Viimo y miéng, “C6 khong c6 khiéu lam rudng.” Bach Dyc c6 chit ué odi, “Toi dung 1 khong khiéng n6i cay.” “Co ngay ca trong rau cling rét mién
cudng,” O Vii thanh that khong khéch khi n6i, “Khong chi thé, ngay ca cho g an ciing bi ga khi d&.” Bach Dyc cén diia, nurée mit ciing sap roi.

Lam sao huynh phai n6i? Chuyén sat mubi 1én miéng vét thurong! Toi dang hoc! S& c6 ngay t6i trd thanh mot chuyén gia nong nghiép. ..” “Bang hai ban
tay nay‘?” ¢} Vi khinh thurong liéc nhin hai ban tay con phdng rop day vét thirong, “Tay cd qué non, khong dé dang luu seo, cang khong de dang thanh
chai”«...Cé gang s& thanh cong.” Bach Duc tram mit, thue khong thoai mai &n com. Nang thira nhén, lim viéc dong 4ng, nang thue ngde. Nhung ca
mdt ndm, nang van nudi séng chinh minh, khong déi chét. Pay 1 thanh twu nang thire quy trong, “Ta mang ¢ vao trong thanh, mua mdt ngdi nha, vai ty
nit.” O Vi ngir khi thyc lanh nhat, “C6 an tm séng qua ngay di.” Bach Dyc hoi hoi givong miéng, O Vit vé mit binh tinh. Puong nhién, nang khéng
phai ghét bo O Vit khong sudt. . . Han tuy ring khong khé nhin, nhung ma ciiing khong ¢6 gi dep niit. Pon gian ndi, hin bo dang phi thurong binh thudng,
binh thuong khong thé binh thurong hon. Ném hén vao trong dam ngudi, Bp tirc khong thé nhin ra. Nhung nang ciing khong xinh dep gi. . . Chinh minh
thyue hiéu duoc. Trude kia c6 thé duoc xem i mot nguoi dep, 14 do rat nhiéu dd trang stic quy gia ctng ngh¢ thudt trang diém, cing voi két qua cua qua
trinh gidm béo cyre ki bi tham. Mot nam nay, phoi nang phoi gio, hoan toan khong chamsoc, comco thé an no da [ rét tuyét rdi, imsao c6 thé co tién
trang diém, hon nira ciing béo hon. .. Nang cting s& khong cho rang O Vi anh mit ném ngoai ctra s6. .. Hon nita O Vil dudng nhur cling khong ¢6 y voi
nang. “Visao?” Nang gai gii i du, “Toi hién tai rit tot.”” O Vii nhin nang nhur nghién ctru trong chéc Iat, “Ao com khong lo, khong can am viéc cure nhoc,
¢6 khong can?” “Khong can.” Bach Duc lp tirc tir chdi. O Vii vé mét nhu  hoa, lai c6 chit tiéc han, “Thyc dang tiéc cho mot ban tay dep nhu vay.”
Nhung tim tinh Bp tirc sang siia, &n nhiéu hon ba chén com. (hyr, ca an nhiéu hon nhing 3 bat sao, vy tong cong in bao nhiéu bat) An xong com, O Vii
tir dong tw phat giop Bach Duc tu sira cin phong, chudng g, gitip nng lop lai néc nha ¢6 tranh, tham chi im mdt gian lau dung nghiia, ném céi thang day
xiéu Xi€u veo veo cuia ning xuéng, bén lai mdt chiée khac nhe hon, chiic hon, dem toan bo dao trong nha nang di mai sang loang, “Cam on.”” Bach Duc
phi thirong cam kich, “Chi i nhu thé nay t6i cang thiéu nhiéu an tinh.” “Liic ta dén, ndu com cho ta an 1 dugc r6i” O Vi van than nhién , Ay ra mot tim
ngan phiéu mot tram krong “Dur chi tién com.” ... Mot trim hrong, Nay phai &n bao nhiéu commai di a? “Co mua méy con dé ma nubi ciing tit...” O
Vii nhe thér dai mdt hoi, “Thué mot dira nho di tha, tur ¢o chin c6 kha nang s& bi dé hic.” «.. Khong dén mirc d6 dugc khong? ! Bach Duc mudn lit
ban. (5 Vii khéng ciing nang rdi rim, “C6 khong dam giét dé thi dira cho thon truong giét. Ngiy 18 ngay tét, giét mot hai con chia cho toan thon. Mot co
gai sdng mot minh nhur ¢6, ninh bo ho mdt chiit ciing dwoc.” Han khong 16i thém g, thay b0 y phyc da hanh ma Bach Dyc da stra gitip, nhin duong may
nghiéng léch, am thdm thd dai, lai c6 chit budn cudi. “Chuén bi gitp ta méy bo quan 4o.” Hin than nhién phan pho, “Bi t6i tiém quan 40 ma mua. Quan
4o 0 khau, ta khong d4m miic ra ngoai.” “Huynh vi sao ctr phéi ndi viy? Cuoi nhao khuyét diém ctia ngurdi khac 1 khong ¢ dao dirc ” Bach Duc ndi
dau dang trao, chi trich hin. O Vii lic dau, nhay mit khong con thiy bong dang,
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C6 khi mudi ngdty, ¢6 khi hai ba thang, O Vii s& dén mdt lan. Mbi lin dén 6 lai ciing khong nhét dinh, c6 khi ba ngay, nim ngdy, dai nhét ciing khong qua
bay ngay. Bach Dyc thuc budn buc, nang cling moi hoc duge nhom lra so so, khéng ché lira van con bi ché cudi, trong didu kién khong c6 bép gas
ndy, trit nghé ctia nang von khong duoc 6t lim, lai cang tré nén bi thirong hon. Nhung O Vi uon binh fish dn com don gidn, khong mot chit ché bai doi
hoi, tham chi gitp nang chat cay d6n cti, chét thanh dong dé danh. Khi miia dong sip t6i, hén lanh nhat n6i, “Cong viéc ciia ta sap két thiic, s& co mot
thoi gian thure thanh nhan.” “Viée gi?”” Bach Dyc thuin mi¢ng hoi “Giét nguoi.” Bach Dyc run tay, cai sot dang cAm 101 xubng an trén mit dat. «...Cai
g7 Nang hoai nghl 16 tai ctia chinh minh. “Ta I sat thi.” O Vi khau khi thire binh than, nhur 1 dang néi chuyén thoi tiét. Bach Duc hoi hoi girong miéng,
mét mo thit to. «...Cong viéc ndy. .. cling qua. ..khong phai tot Em di?” “La khong 1 t6t.” O Vi cur nhién dong y voi nang, “Ciiing khong c6 chon lyra nao
khac. Boi doi déu nhu thé, gia nghi€p khé bd.” Hai ngudi bon ho ¢t nhur vy hai it nhin nhau, d6i dién thét Au. “C9 so hai sao?” O Vil pha v yén
tinh. “Khong c6 s0.” Bach Duc giii gii dau, “Chi i cam thiy giét ngudi khong tt.” “Ta ciing hiéu duoc khong tt.” O Vi ngit khi thire 6n hoa, “Cho
nén sau khi ta giét nguoi, s& nghi cach ctru mot nguoi.”” Bach Duc chi vao chép miii minh, O Vil gat gat dau, “Gidng nhur ¢6 vdy, khong dén mot trim
ciing c6 tam muoi.” Gia toc cia O Vi, 1 gia toc sat tha tiéng tam kg Ry giang hd, nghe n6i bat dau tir thoi Xuan Thu Chién Qubc. Hin ky that khong
¢6 himg thi v6i viée giét ngudi, nhung sinh ra tai gia toc ndy, khong 6 bién phap, muroi hai tudi hdn da phai thue hién nhiém vy dau tién. Nhung cam
giac giét ngudi rt -quai di, khong thoai mai. Mai cho dén khi hiin bo ra hai muoi lrong bac, giip cho mdt nha hwu dan khong bi doi chét, moi cam thiy
thoai mai, tir d6 vé sau dudng thanh théi quen ¢b quéai. Nhung 4m sét khong dé lai ddu vét, rat kho timra, boi vay két tho rt ft, ciru ngudi nguoc lai, lai
ciru ra rat nhidu ciru gia. Ctru namy, cam thdy an sau kho béo, nguoc lai lai tim thoi co am thit hin. Céru nit, khoe ho muén Hy than bao dap, khong
mu6n ciing khong dugc, thi doan gi ciing déu ding dén. Ciing ¢ nhitng ké nhét thoi khén khé, mdt nim sau tré vé thim hoi, lai van khon khé nhur
trudce, cling ran mudn hén lai giip dd. Bu loai, khong c6 trrdng hop ca biét. Ma that sy nhd an, murdi ngudi cling khong tim dwge mot ngudi, lam cho
Mn cam thiy that budn cudi. Han von tuong Bach Duc ciing | nhu vdy. . Xemtay chin tréng non nhur vay, dai khai chi nhan miéng an nii 16, Két qua
t6t nht 1 ga cho ngudi ndo do Nhung noi nay rimg rdm son thon, nang mubn ga im ndng phu ¢6 & ciing khé. Hoan toan that khong ngo, nang lai quan
vai bang tay, trén tay phong rop day vét thurong, tur minh lam viée, sdng 6 tur ¢6 vi, hao phéng sang sang tiép don hén, lai khong nghi t6i chuyén cau dan
han. Ngdi nhi clia nang vira nho vira cii nét, ¢ lai cam thiy thoai mai. Ban tay khong biét lim viéc kia im db an, an vao lai cam thiy c6 hurong vi.
“Huynh van khi tht dtng 1 khong t5t a. Lai ctru phai dam ngudi d6.” Bach Dyc méin nhéin dong tinh, “Cong viée thire phiéu hru mao hiém, lai khong c6
bao hiém” “Bao hiém?” O Vit mén nhdn mé hoidc. Bach Duc khé xu trong chic lat, “Huynhténnét nhin théy t6i dén nhur thé ndo. .. sao lai khong s¢
hai a?”“Do 1 do thuat di?”” O Vi binh tinh nhur trude, “Ta & kinh thanh timg nhin thiy ngwoi ta 1én troi héi ban dio. Cha ta néi, d6 i huyén mbn tuyét
hoc. Chéing 1& khong dng?”” “Khéong phéi.” Bach Duc kién dinh tra 11 O Vi vé mit van khong dbi. Lam mdt sét thiy, nhin nai khong dong 14 tu vi co
ban nhét, tuyét d6i s& khong bét chot ca kinh.”"VAy c6 c6 ranh chim rdi n6i cho ta biét ciing duge. Trude tién | néi vé chuyén ching ta vira noi. C6 s¢
khong? Néu so lan sau ta khong téi nita.” “Huynh khong mubn giét toi, vi sao toi phai so?”” Bach Duc gii @i du, 4nh niit thanh that, “Huynh con ciru
ta. Khong c6 hai muroi hrong huynh gitip d3, ndi khong chimg t6i s& chét d6i. Cong viéc ctia huynh phiéu hru nhur vy, van nhit néu mit mang, c6 thé cho
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than thich bang hitu bao vai t6i mot tiéng khong, t6i ciing di dira huynh mdt doan dudng” (ach, ¢6 ai thanh that nhu chi khong ha troi==) O Vii quay
dAu né nu cudi. “Ta néu thit thi bi bat, khong phai phoi thiy, chinh 14 Fing tri, trong nha ciing tuyét ddi s& khong di nhiit xac. Y tdt ctia ¢6, ta inh trong
Iong” ““Van 1A néi cho t6i mdt tiéng di.” Bach Duc cudi cudi ndi dia, “Toi hét stre di liém” O Vi ling yén. That lau sau, hin moi m miéng, “Déng ny
ta khong nhin nhiém vy.” Sau d6 budc di. Khi mia dong dén, O Vil ciing dén déy. Hén ching nhitng chinh minh dén, con dan theo mot nhém ngudi dén
0. Ngannglmnumngay, hendunglenmot déng lau tric tinh xa0 ma rong rai. Nhung ning lye lyglalcuahankhanangco van dé, bmwphongnguhan
thiét ké van chi c6 mot gian, tAm ngin v6i ]au hai chi c6 mdt nira, bién thanh mot cai lau trén lAu dudi cd dai. Thang day thanh thang tric, lai co thé dung
ban kéo thoai méi cudn Ién hodc budng xudng, hon nita con treo mot bire man v6 cing dep théu day xuan lan thu ctc, tir dudi Au tuyét dbi khong thiy
16 trén lau. Bach Duyc gii dau, khong phai néi ¢b dai B phong tham nghiém sao? “Ta ciing khong nhét dinh s¢ 0 day.” O Vii cho ning xem chlec giuong
tric cua minh, chi cho nang thu hdi nhur thé ndo. “Néu ta khong ¢ ddy, 6 thu cai girong nay lai, bén dudi van c6 thé & nhur trude. Nhung c6 Van nén ngil
trén lau thi hon. . . Van nhét ta khong 6, ¢ dam trom cip g vao, cling c6 thé tranh duoc hoa. .. Néu la phitac,” hén kéo Bach Duc lén lau, chi vao mot
cai nit trén twong, “An dong co quan 1 ¢6 ¢6 thé nhin thiy nguoi bién thanh nhim”” Bach Duc nghe thiy lanh gay ring minh. May nin tudng ngii ctia
nang ciing tot. .. B4t quA van nén tim mdt cai ban hay til ngiin cai it kia lai di. Bang khong néu khong can thin mot cai, chinh minh thanh bia ngim, kia
that sur [ tai bay va go. «....Nhu vay t6i cang thiéu nhiu an tinh.” Bach Dyc ¢6 diém budn rau. “Vay niu nhiéu thém vai bita com.” O Vii than nhién
16i, “Ta thich an.” Nhimng nguoi O Vil mang dén, m xong lu tric, tu chinh chudng dé chudng trau xong lién di. Nhitng ngudi nay phi thurong yén ling,
khong hé hinh thing Bach Duc mot lan, thai o dbi dai O Vii phi thudng kinh cin. Nang hoi O Vi, hén than nhién tra o4, “Thi ha cta ta.” “Sat tha ciing
biét thiét ké phong & a?”” Bach Duc that sur i cam than. Miia dong, thoi tiét cang ngiy cang lanh, & trong phong lai khong ¢ mot tia han khi. Lau trén au
dudi déu 6 thit ké bép 1o, ding than ddt, con ¢ dng khoi dan khéi ra khéi phong, (hy, 1 chéy thi chéy ca nha ==) Chi I than phéi mua, lai mit mjt
khoan tién. .. .Nén nbi ¢6 ngdy tho, hay 14 n6i ¢ thue ngbe day?” O Vi tho dai. Ngay hom sau, sira gian phong c6 tranh thanh noi trir than cui. Mua
dong nong nlnn, nhung van ¢6 rét nhiéu chuyén phai im. Xoi viron dé trong nhirng hat giéng rau moi, chudng trai phai quét tude dinh ki, thém nude,
thém c6 kho, ddm ga da chuyen vao mot goc nha tranh, cling phai cho &n moi ngiy. Nhung so vdi ltc trude da nhan hon rat nhiéu, hon nita O Vil ciing
s& gitip d. Pac biét i giét g, d6 1 chuyén mbn song ctia hén. Lic gan ndm moi, trdi da bét dau d6 tuyét thua thét. Tuy rang da nhin qua mjt Jan,
nhung Bach Dyc van thure ngac nhién. Nang nghi, so’nthonnayhan 1 ndm & phia nam, 6 thé trdng lia murde (tuy rang chi c6 mot sb chd), nhung vido
cao hon rat nhiéu so véi Dai Loan, cho nén nhin thay tuyét van la mot ki quan. “C6 mudn bi dong chet"” O Viikéo nang vao gian nha tric, an mot chén
canh glimg vao tay nang. Nang cuoi hi hi udng hét canh gimg, nhung van bi cam vi dtmg ngoai tuyét rat liu. Boi vi phét sot, O Vii khong cho nang ra
ngoai, nhung nang lo lang cho dam trédu dé cung ga, 0 Vi than nhién n61, “Ta muén nguoi lim: C6 nghi di.” “T6i con muon tamnra » Bach Dyc budn
rau. “Troi lanh nhu thé, taim mbi i ngdy lam gi?” O Viico chit n01 gian. “Toi la ndng phy yéu sach s&.” Nang lai ho khan vai tiéng, “Khong phai huynh ciing
thm rira mdi ngdy do sao, con tim nude lanh.” Giira troi tuyét con chay t6i bén gieng miic nude doi, con ndinang. “Ta la sat thu. Trén ngudi khong thé
lru mdt tia hurong vi.” O Vil lanh Ring néi. Cudi cng ai cting khong phuc ai, O Vi tlep tuc di t6i canh giéng khiéu chién cuc han cta con nguoi, Bach
Dyc vira ho wira di theo hanh lang triic t6i phong bep ndu nurde tim rira. Bét qua ndu com gidt gill ndng vu, O Vii déu tiép nhan. . .Hoac n6i thi ha ctia
hén tiép nhan. Nhung nhimg nguoi ndy cir nhu tiéu tinh linh trong nha, Bach Duc khong thiy béng dang ngudi ndo, nhung moi chuyén déu duoc m tot
JAm. St thi that sur la mot nghé nghiép than bi. Dudng bénh chi ¢6 thé &n 3n ngi ngti, Bach Durc nham chén phat cao tuong. Con khong bang mia dong
ndm trude. Tuy ring ciing bénh chimg nira mia, nhung khong lam xong cong viée hang ngay, s& anh huong t6i sinh tdn, cho nén 1 khong c6 thoi gian nghi
61 hong bi dau. “C tam thoi khong phéi nong phu.” O Vil sic bén nhin nang mot cai, “Udng thude.” “Cammao lim sao phai ubng thude? Lai vo
dung. ..” Nhin bt thudc nuée den xi, Bach Duyc nhé giong noi tham, “Ubng nhidu murde s6i nghi ngoi nhidu 1 t6t rdi, ing phibac...” “Uéng"’ Nang nhiu
méy mit nhin thanh mot doan, O Vi ném miéng mixt hoa qua cho nang, nang ngay ca miéng cting mim thanh mot duong, thiéu chut nita khién O Vii ph4
Ién cuoi. “Trong co thé ¢6 c6 mot loai doc ki quéi, tuy rang hrong rat nho.” O Vii cimg rén nghiém mit, “Nhung c6 dii sao cing 14 ni¥ nhén, troi mua
tuyét khong nén chay loan bén ngoai.”” Bach Duc hoi hoi girong miéng, khé hiéu, “Huynh kim sao ma biét?” “Mach tuong,” O Vi hrdi nhidu 101 cling
nang. Bach Dyc tur bt mach cho minh, lai chi biét tim dap.”Khong nghi t6i huynh con la thay thubc a...” O Vit khong n6i gi mot lat, «.. . Giét nguoi la
viée cua ta. Nhung ngay ca mach tuong cting khong hiéu, im sao dong thi chinh xac?” Khong du hleu biét dbi twong, im sao co thé nhat kich tit sat.
Hin khong mudn ciing nang day dwa tiép vé van dé gia nghiép, “Chéat doc rat nho trong nguoi co 1 chuyen gixay ra?” “O nhiém mdi truong di?”” Bach
Duc khong 10 Em, “Noi t6i & kia, comno 40 am, nhung mdi trrdng 6 nhiém rat nghiém trong” O Virat nhan nai nghe nang noi, vé mit khong chit thay
ddi. O nhiém moi truong giai thich 3 rang cling rat phirc tap, khong thé khong giai thich dén 101 A nang song, tuy rang noi qua loa. Nhung vé mt O Vil
cting khong c6 chit bién hoa. “Huynh khong kinh ngac chiit nao sao?” Bach Dyc ¢6 diém it mat, “Trén trdi roi xuéng mdt ngudi sdng, huynh ngay ca
may ciiing khong dong.” O Vil ¢6 diém khé xir, “Ngudi séng tir trén troi roi xudng, ciing khong phéi chuyén hiém la gi. Trong sach sir gia toc ta c6 ghi lai
hai lan, mot 1an ca nguoi xanh biée, dau Ion nhur cai dAu, keng nhur cai cude, chén tay nhur 1 cdy. Chi 1 khong séng duoc bao lau thi chét.” .. Do 1a
ngudi ngoai hanh tinh di?”” Bach Duc tron miét. “Mot lan khac trén lung c6 moc ra canh tréing, cue dep, ndi nhur hat. Pang tiéc khong n6i dugc tiéng
nguoi, khong lau sau cling bo di.” .. .Do6 1a thién sir di? I Bach Duc ha miéng. “So v6i bon ho, c6 thét su rat témtlnrong » O Vii vé mit lanh nhat.
Thét diing 14 thyc xin 16i nha,” Bach Duyc mudn Jat ban, “Toi chi la mit nguoi binh thuong nhur vay!” “Chap nhan.” O Vi than nhién n6i, “Trén str sach
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Chuong 4

Miia dong con chira qua, O Vii da di. Bénh cam cua Bach Dyc da sémkhoi, ning str dung phong bép mdi, ¢ mia dong lanh 1o khong c6 rau dua,
dudng miéng O Vii cue diéu luyén. DO an mudi sin nang im trong hai mia ha, thu phat huy cong dung day di, O Vil mdt ngly khong an s& nhic di nhic
lai, ciing theo Bach Dyc ding du loai 14 cay ki di dé pha tra. Lic di, héin mang theo nira t0i cai ¢t mudi, con thém hai goi 4 bac ha. Lan nay di, chinh la
qua hai mia. Khi tro v&, da 1 dAu thu. Khong biét Bach Duc ¢6 con nhé “Dau gia” hin hay khong, O Vii yén king nghi. Lic mia dong, c6 miy dam
trom ta tim bt tir mo 161, cac tiéu tinh linh gia dinh khong giét bon hén, nhung O Vil khong yén long, gitip nit bon hin bién thanh d loai méu séc trai
cy. Van 1a vi Bach Duc con phai séng & noi ny, méi khong lam cho bon ho dut tay cut chan. Nhung lai khién dam phu nit ong mang ghen ghét. cudn
cudn kéo t¢i cai lon, thon truong t6i khuyén giai, mot déng thon dan mia ndng nhan khong ¢6 viée gi dén xem ndo nhiét. Moi ngudi déu soi m6i O Vit
binh than ung dung, mét khong chit thay ddi, Bach Duc ha miéng thé' dbc, mit d6 1én ciing khong nghi ra phéi giai thich nhur thé ndo. .. Nhung nghf t6i
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thoi dai nay con ‘témtnu lung’, nang ciing chi con cach kiém’duc‘mg chét tir té. (tam trur king: Hinh phat danh cho nhimg d6i nam nit chura két hon d c6
thai, nit s€ bi cho vao 1ong trdi heo, ném xudng nudc dim chét.)

“Nay... day Ia...” Nang kién tri n6i, *Nay la ‘dAu gia’ nha ta. Bi lam bén ngoai, vira vé nha.” “Daugla 14 ngdn ngir dia phuong nay, y tir cing “Tudng
cong”, “Phu quan’” khong khéc biét im O Vil mi anh méit, Bach Dyc chi co thé cudi khd. Hén lai khong ndi gi, gt gat du, trm khiru tay danh sup cai
ban tric, vé mit binh tinh, “N6i gia im phién céc vi huong thin chiéu co ” Mot tran nay dwong nhién thoai méi vurot qua, cang khong con ai ddmdén khi
dé. Sau Bach Dyc luén mi¢ng giai thich, nomndp lo so'n6i, nang so bi tam trur lung, O Vii ngay ca mi mét ciing chura nang, “An com. Khong 1§ ¢6 muén
d6 d6 an cho ga?” Nghi dén girong niit ning ngdy ngdc khong hiéu, vé miit hén von binh tinh ciing thAm nu cuoi. TAm nhén that khong phai chi thiéu nira
diém, mot diém (tAm nhan: dai khai Ia cach nhin nhan sy vat, su viéc, con ngudi bang tam)

Pén tric lau, ddy cira ra, lai d6i miit voi mot ¢ gai tré. Han kh& nhiu miy, c6 gai con Ién mat hon, nhin hin vai lan. “Bach Duyc.” Hin goi. O au hai,
Bach Dyc vén man ngin, thd dhura, di xuéng xem, “O Vil Huynh da vé roi? Toi dang thu don quén 40 muia he, huynh cho t6i mdt chit. .. Pai N, qua
hdu vién thu thip gitp nurong mudi. ..” Pai Nit 1én tiéng, di ra ngoai. Bach Durc xong viée, theo thang triic di xudng, cuoi hi hi, “Xong viée rdi? T6i m6i
kiém dwoc mot it quyét gd dau, pha tra khong té. .. Huynh c6 mubn ném thir khong?” “Mang t6i mot chit.”” Hin di theo Bach Duc, doc theo hanh lang
gAp khiic cta tric Au di phong bép. Nang thém cti vao bép, ndu nurde, lai voi vang rira rau xanh, “Con c6 mit doan cu sen. ... Budi t6i dn canh swon ndu
ctisen nhé? Vira vin toi him canh lodng. ..” Han dia vao ctra, nhin ning lim viéc, don ]ay chén tra quyét gd dau nang pha, “Khéng phai n6i moi chuyén
tr minh im sa0? Sao lai murén nguoi?” Bach Dyc viii dau thai cu sen dap loi, “Virong tAu tir & gda dang thuong, mot trai mot gai i déu nho, lic dAu xuan,
bon ho mit nha ba nguoi déu sinh bénh, rudng dat déu ban hét, vé sau song thé nio?” Nang so s dau, “Cai kia. . . toi iy mdt it tién ctia huynh dé thué
bonho... Co bonho hd tro, dé ga déu sinh con. Chd thang sau tap hop lai ban di ki ¢6 thé tra vao...” O Vauéng tra, khong nhanh khong chim ngit 1oi
nang, “Do 1 tién com. Chi can ta dén ndu com cho ta an, ai dé ¥ c6 ding tién d6 nhur thé ndo. Ta sémndi qua, 6 khdng phai ngudi c6 khiéu m
rudng.” Bach Dyc khong phuc, “Tét xAu gi t6i ciing chim séc virdn rau!” “Virdn rau khong dén miy chuc bude, con khong biét xéu hd khoe khoang”
O Vii Iic e dau, “C6 van nén thué nguoi chim viron rau di. . . Kho trach giy nhur que tam.” “Huynh m6i nhur déu diia!”” “Dimg thai thit kho, ta khong
thich. Ctr an d6 an mudi san c6 kim hai mia trude.” “Huynh con doi chon mén dn! Mudn an i minh thi cai cting am, t6i con dang canh kira.” O Vit
thyre ty nhién lam giop. Tuy rang lau nhur vAy khong gap, lai khong cam thiy ¢6 nira diém xa la. Pai khai 1 vi Bach Dyc ngy ngd lai thiéu tam nhén nhur
vy, hin m6i c6 thé 1an nira tré vé& nghi chan di? Vuong fAu i vira mo ctra phong bép, lai thay mdt canh khi thé ngit trdi nhur vdy. Ba simg st mot chit,
cdu né xoay ngudi, “Lao ban, ngai da tr¢ lai?” Lai dép HO6 Nhi mot cht, 4n dau 16 hanh I, cing Pai Nit ¢ phia sau nhiin nguoi, cin mbi cuoi nhe. O
Vii binh than liéc mét mot cdi, gt gat dau, “NOi gia, thit kho dua thu tir mang vé an di. Du sao nang ciing khong thich an thit béo.” Bach Dyc con dang
suy nght ai a “ndi gia”, da bi O Vii v dau, “Ngiy ngoc cai gi viy?” Nang moi bimng tinh dai ngd, vdi vang Hy 14 sen goi thit kho dua qua. Vuong tau tr
tir chdi vai lan khong duoc, vé méit do burng nhan ]ay, H6 Nhi p tirc 6m Ky, luén miéng ndi o1 cam ta, mimg 15 nhur mubn bay lén, khién Vurong tu tir
tirc gian lai vO n6 vai cai. “That sy . ..” Vurong tautu nguong ngng, “Lao ban mrong da cho ching ta thit kho 101, sao lai Ay nita...” “Ta khong ¢ nha,
i gia lai khong hiéu chuyén, ]amphlen Vuong tu tir lo lang” O Vii van than nhién, “Troi khong con som, & day cach thon mot doan, budi ti kho di,
khong giit lai mudn.” Virong tu tir thién 4n van ta rdi di, H6 Nhi can ban chinh chay nhu dién. Chi c6 Pai N, can than mdi bude di. “Triic lau cia
ching ta, dimg dé cho ngudi khac vao.” O Vil quay dAu n6i. “Toi ciing n6i khong can, nhung Vurong tau tir chét sdng ciing khong cho toi dong vao don
dep.” Bang xao rau, Bach Duc cling khong nging dau Ién, “Toi chi co thé choi dua ngoai vuron rau, thiéu chit nita ngay ca vron rau ciing déu bi doat
di... Vuong tiu tir chinh 3 quéa khéch khi. . .” “Ta khong phai noi Virong tautir.” O Vil tic gian trimg nang, “Thiéu tm nhéan!” “A?” Bach Dyc mén
nhan mo mit. Nhung Bach Duc di sao ciing khong phai ¢6 nhén, nang chinh 1 khong hiéu thiu dao huyen co & giita. O Vi yeu cau, bt nang hom sau
1n6i véi Vurong tau tir ciing Pai Nit, dau gia so amf, lién mién quét tude tric lau, khong co viée gi khong can di vao. Vuong tau tir i mot nguoi thanh
that, 130 ban nwong ndi nhu thé ndo, ba lién im theo nhu thé, nguoc lai mit do cuoi cudi, kéo Bach Duc dén bén canh nho giong ing I& ndi, mudn nang
ndm bét thoi gian mau sinh con trai, Bim cho ning xu hd do mit. Pai Nit cti du trong chbc 1t, nhin chidm chim bd vong tay ngn ti trén tay Bach Dyc
cudi, “Lio ban ddi véi 1o ban nuong that t6t, con tang vong tay bac nhu vay, that 1a dep mit.” “Pa béo hin & khong cAn,” Bach Duc 2l ghil dAu, “Lam
viéc khong tién.” Nang rat nhanh lién bo qua chuyén ndy. Trong vuon dang thir trong rau mj, nAng ngay ngdy chd mong n6 ¢6 thé séng t6t. Tir nho da
thich ubng nuréc rau ma, tuy noi da vao thu, nhung cudi thu nang Van git. Nau cht canh thanh nhiét ciing tot. Hon nita nang thit vat va moi mua dugc
mot it hat tiéu, dang chd né nay mim. . . Mdi ngay déu ¢6 rét nhidu viée nudn Bm O Vi udi bleng di theo phia sau nang, c6 doi khi giip nang lam vie,
¢6 d6i khi cuoi nhao nang, b dang nhan nhd. Sau lai nhin tring cy dai thy trurée viron rau c6 mic vong, lap tirc lién chiém Iy, mbi ngaty lic ngi trura,
hai ngudi déu phai &m 7T mdt tran, Bach Dyc s& khong tranh durge v6i hin. C6 hom, khong phai 4m 1 ciing tranh dugc, Bach Duc vui vé m6i mong lung
ngy, lai bi “tiéu tinh linh gia dinh” bit miéng, king I& dua dén 1au hai tric 1Ay, con cam to giéy O Vii dua cho nang xem O Vi mu6n ning & lai lau hai,
khong duoc én tiéng. Liic nang dang budn buc, cira dudi u king & mo. Vung trom nhin, O Vii ngi trén giuong dudi lau, it quay vao tuong, nguoi di
vao, 1 Pai Nit. Bach Dyc dau tién 1 hoang mang, sau d6 giat minh, sau d6 kinh ngac, khong thé tin dugc. Cudi cling O Vi lanh ling du6i Pai Nit ra,
dimg im trong chdc 1at, moi tung ngudi nhay 1én Jau hai. “Toi. ..” . Bach Dyc ¢6 cht choang vang, *“Toi khong c6 danh méng nang ta.” “Ta biét.” O Vit
ngdi trén san ctng nang, “Tirc gian?” “Khong phai.” Bach Duc rat nhanh tra 161, “Toi khong phai. .. Ching ta cting khong phai. . Nang ta m6i muoi bon
tudi al” Nang camthiy c6 diém choang vang dAu, “Nang ta IIll()Il lam vy bé ctia huynh. .. T6i la n01, thiép?” “Nang ta muon song tot hon mdt chit ma
thoi” O Vi nhiin vai. “Nhur vay moi khong t6t.” Bach Duyc bién sic, “Nang ta khong c6 tay sa0?” O Vi thuan thé nim trén san, hai tay dit ¢ sau dau
thay goi dAu.Pai khai chinh i ¢6 nghi nhur vay, ta moi t6i chd ¢6 an com” Han nhim it lai, rit nhanh ngu say. Bach Dyc dAu 6c loan thanh mdt doan.
Nang déi xir v6i mdt nha Virong tiu tir khong t&, nhét 1 v6i Dai Nix, hai ngudi céc ning dic biét than thiét. Méy thang ndy, Pai Nt thuong chi diém
nang viéc dong 4ng, ciing nang di tim hat giéng ciing nhitng thir ¢ d6 an son da quy quai. Vuongtautu’ ludn goi nang Ia 1o ban mrong, nhung Dai Nir luon
goinang Ia ty ty. Nhung mi, vira moi Dai Nt chéng nhimg nmudn O Vi thuong tiéc nhiéu hon, con t6 céo nang rat nhidu t6i trang, n6i Bach Duc lic ndo
ciing d4nh chiri, cit xén tién 1 cOng, con cung nam nhan khac that khong minh bach. Vira ndi con vira ko tay O Vil Vi sao a? Noi tirc gian, ky that chi
6 mot chut. So hai con nhiéu hon, khong biét im sao, ciing rit nhiéu thurong tim Nhung im cho nang cang thong tim B, sau d6 Dai Nir d6i v6i nang
van phi thudng than thiét, Bach ty ty trde Bach ty ty sau, mdt chut ciing déu khong nhin ra duge. So véi thuong tim, cang nhiéu sg hii, phi thuong so
héii. Long ngudi bién ha ky la dang so nhur thé. Nhin Bach Dyc 3n khong ngon, O Vil ciing im king, Thube ndy co phéi ha qua ning hay khong. . Nhung
thy nang mot chit xao tra ciing khong co, tuong lai s¢ séng cudc song gia dinh nhu thé ndo. Nhin doi tay nang thé kia, lai biét chit biét tinh, trong nha
khong phu cting quy, dai khai cling chi co Kkhiéu lam mot thiéu phu nhan. Nhung song trong nha pht quy ma khong c6 tam nhin, hén 1 phai chét khong
thé nghi ngd, so voi giang hd con hung hiém hon. Thira dip ndy tim co hoi day do bang khong that khong dam dem nang ga ra ngoai. Nhung nhin nang
nhur vay, lai khong danh long. Thoi, day cho nang chuyén nay cling s& khong uong, lai cang khong phi tién gi. “Neu nhin kho chiu, vy dudi di ciing tt.”

O Vi than nhién néi, “Thon 1on nhu Vvdy, muon tim méy ngudi giip co g khong d&? Néu Kkhong nira thi ta sai méy tén thi ha t6i gitip ¢6 nudi ga.” (==
sat thi chi & nuoi ga thdi sao, ca c6 thiy qua dang khong hir) “Virong tau tir t5t Fim, HO Nhi ciing thure chiu kho.” Bach Duc lim bam, “Thoi ndy nit lmi
tir sao thanh thuc sém nhu vdy. .. M6i mudi bon tubi da néi Bm vo bé ciia ngudi ta. ..” Nang cin diia, thit can than hoi, “Caikia. .. O Vi, huynh ¢6
cudi nang ta khong?” O Vi liéc mét nhin nang mdt cai, “Loai nit hing niy ¢6 dam m mdi cho ta? Liy oan trd on?”” Nhin ning ngwong nging, O Vii



tirc gidn gido huan, “Loai ni¥ nhan nay, khong the cting hoan nan, cang khong thé cing pht quy. C6 lai khong l6n hon nang ta may tudi, im g lai coi minh
nhur ba mdi? Pimg xing bay! Cho dil xem tur séc. .6 noi ndng thon ndy, nang ta c6 thé duoc xem nhur bao bdi, nhung ¢ bén ngoai, im nha hoan ciing
con chura du tu cach. ..”” Bach Dyc ngo ngac chi vao chdp miii chinh minh. Nang so véi Pai Nit con 16n hon. .. Nam nay da hai muroi im ! “Mau an
cometia ¢d.” O Vii ¢6 vé da bét tire gidn, “Ta wira khong mudn cho con am sat thi, ciing khong mudn dé nit nhi ga cho sét thi. Cho nén ta kiép nay
quyét khong nap thé thiép, dumg linh tinh. Nhung néu c6 ¢6 ddi twong vira y... ta s& gitip ¢6 chudn bj dd cudi.” “Toi khong iy chdng ” Bach Duc sic
mit danh lai, tAm tinh cang 4c liét.”Ba mdi con ¢6 chit tién do, Ay chdng thi khong, Pumg quan tam. ..An com ctia huynh di.”
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Chuong 5

Tam tinh nang khong t6t vai ngay, nhin thay Dai Nir than thiét v6i minh, chi cam thiy ghé tom. O Vi kho ¢6 lic thao thao bat tuyét nhur vy, sau khi qua
di ciing khong nhic lai nita, hing ngiy déu nam trén vong ngil, tim tinh tot s& ra vuron rau hd trg. Nhung nang lai khong mudn dé Vuong tau tir cting HO
Nhi gip kho khan. Ngam lai, cac c6 bé trong thon, muoi ba, muoi bbn tudi da ga di, nang n6i chuyén véi Vuong tu ti, tra cho ba Ay hai muroi hai lugng
tién cong, Vuong | tAu tir qua thire mimg muon phat dien, ba da sau o vi chuyén hon nhén ctia con gi ttr lau, khong kiém dau ra do cudi, ciing khong co
duoc sinh kim. Tién cong Bach Dyc tra gip may lan nha khac, c6 thé dé danh dé ga con i, néu khong so 1 s& cham tré. Trong thon, cac thiéu nix
muroi bén ma chira duoc ban chuyén két hon s& bi ché cudi. Hai muroi hai lrong, du dé chuén bi phong phii cho t6i bon co gai két hon 4 4y chr. Babi
kich dong di timba mdi, mudn con gai & nha may do cudi. Bach Dyc ciing Am tham nhe nhang tho ra, nang bét lo, cling khong gay ton thurong Vuong
tiu tir ciing H6 Nhi. Nhung Pai Nir cur nhién chay t6i tim nang, 6m chén nang cau xin, ndi mudn clng nang Jam ty mudi, ctng nhau hiu ha dAu gia. Loai
chuyén nay.. . Cau nang ciing vo dung a O Vil.... Néi toac ra ciing chi tinh i bang hitu ctia nang, nhicu Bim ciiing chi ¢6 chit tinh thn, 12 4 an nhn ciru
mang. Piu gia gi d6, cin ban chi la tamrmc chin dan. Khuyén bao khong c6 hiéu qua, ngroc lai khién cho Dai Nir tirc gian, dau tién d mang nang
khong hién hrong, khong vi tha, ghen tj, tiép theo cang mang cang thai qua. “Puong dudng mot thiéu nit, vi sao phai cap cho nguoi ta lam thiép?” Bach
Duyc ciing tirc gian. “Deu 14 ngudi, vi sao c6 co thé co nguoi hau ha, c6 thé mang vong tay ngan ti, t0i lai khong c6?” Pai Nir Ion tiéng, “Toi 16 rang dep
hon c6! T6i khong mu6n im tho tay minh, lai cang khong mubn ca ngay im viée! Toi mudn duoc trang diém xinh dep, e quan 4o phiéu dat ! Toi co
cai gi khong thé so dugc v6i c6?” Dai Nit thue ty khudt, phi thuong ty khudt. Nang cing Bach D khong chénh nhau méy tudi (thoat nhin bé ngoai),
bd dang so vdi Bach Dyc xinh dep hon, cling ¢6 thé 1am viée tot hon. Vi sao Bach Duc ¢6 thé murén ca nha nang lm trdu im ngwa cho nang ta, Bach
Dyc lai c6 thé khong can lam gi? Visao nang ta c6 thé co d0 trang sirc day trap, chinh minh lai khong ¢4 thir gi? Con khong phai la do nang ta ¢6
truong phu ¢ thé kiém ra tién sao? Pai Nir ca doi déu song tai son thon ndy, ngay ca trdn nho ciing chua di qua bao gio. Khap son khdp thon déu la
nhitng ké lim rudng chan dat, ngudi duy nhét c6 thé dién, cling chi 6 mbt minh Ko ban. Ciing chi ¢6 nha o ban m6i c6 thé dung dugc tric 1au xinh
dep nhu vay, moi c6 nhidu trdu dé stc vat nhur vay, c6 tién dé c6 thé thué nguoi sai sir nhur vy. Nang da chép nhan ty khuét, Gy khuat nguyén y lam
thiép, nhung cai ké quéi di nay lai khong hién hrong, khong chiu cho nang vao ctra! Pai Nir con muon khoc loc omsom, Vuong tiu tlr gurong mit tring
béch vot vao, gidp miit thuong cho ning ta hai ban tay, xau hd roi nurde mit luén miéng xin 16i Bach Dyc, H6 Nhi ¢ sau lung cti dau, khong néi mit cau.
Nhin Virong tau tir kéo Pai Nit vira nng chiri vira tro vé, Bach Duc dot nhién cam thiy mét chét di. .. vo cling mét moi ng0i xuong “Thang thude an
dAu thude cire.” O Vi khé cudi mot tiéng, “Ciru ngudi ciru ké thich déng, dimg dé ctru ra dam bt héo.” (‘Thang thude an du thude cira’ dai khai 1a:
mot ngudi sép chét doi, néu cho hén 1 ndim gao, hén s& coi nhur dai 4n ma ghi nhé, nhung néu cho hén 1 du gao, hin s& nghi nguroi c6 nhiéu, s& cang doi
h6i, néu khong cho thém, hiin s& ghi han. == c6 ai biét & bén minh c6 cau ndo nghiia trong dirong ko)

“La tai huynh, lién luy t61.” Bach Dyc tirc gidn noi. Nguyén ban O Vi tinh ctr méc ké nhur vy, nhung Bach Dyc budn byc khong vui nhidu ngay, Vurong
tau tir con nho nguoi khac dira tra lai hai muroi krong bac, xAu ho khong dam gap Bach Duc, khong bao gio dén day nita. Nang lai dam nhiém tit ca
viée dong ang, phai thu ha gitip viéc, nang con phat gian. Nhung cong viéc ddng ang, nang van ngdc nhur trude, lamcho tiu chuan thirc an lién tuc giam
xuong, O Vi thit sy chiu khong n01 Hin khong thé khong tur than xudt méi khuyén gidi an ui mot nha Virong tAu tir, cam doan khong dé cho ngudi khac
biét chuyén nay, thudn tién sip xép mot ‘dai nwong’ ép Pai Nir hoc quy cu Phu Bire. O Vi ciing khong phéi i loai ngurdi giang hd bach dao tir tién,
hdng dao tir xuat, hin [ sat thi cap cao, toc hio dit danh ‘An’. D twong hin am sat khong phai cyr phi thi 1 hao quy, thdm chi con ¢ ca hoang tir
hoang ton. Co thé thinh dong héin xut th, chéng nhitng 1a con s6 thién van, thim chi con c¢6 thoi han ba ndm (bach dao tur tién, héng dao tir xvét: dao
tréng ddm vao, rit ra 1 dao do dinh mau, 4m chi hanh dong sat throng, giét ngudi 1 cach 16 iéu)

Trong ba nam, myc tiéu dang binh thurong ciing s& chét mdt cach cuc ki binh thrdng, tuyét ddi khong tim ra mdt chit kha nghi. Noi tring ra, hin thuong
4n than bén canh nuc tiéu, hoac Ia n6 bdc gia trdng, hodc Ia mon khach phu ta. Néu khong thao doi nhan tinh, nhin thAu nhén tinh, khong cé cachnao
dat duoc cai danh tir *An’ kia. Chi 13, d6i ph6 v6i qua phu nguoi ta, thit sur 1 giét ga ding Thanh Long Yén Nguyét Dao. Néu khong phai hin khong
mu6n an chéo cting do an tap linh tinh, thit dting I hrdi dung tAm tur. V& phan Pai Nir khoc 16n nhao loan, hin lp tirc ném cho thit ha ti déc e Nhi
Nuong Tir. Co thé day dd ca Kinir gia mao cong chiia n xudt gid, con sg mot & nha dAu thoén da sao? Hén chi dan duy nhét: “Dimg giét chét hay Am
tan phé.” Chét hay tan phé, han khong quan tam, nhung nha dAu ngde nay nhét dinh s& cang khong vui. Qua nhién b6 tri nhur vdy, tiéu chuén thirc &n nhét
thoi bay Ien tn troi, lai 6 rat nhiu d6 an moi me, khong thé tin duoc déu 1 do an néng gia, khién hén an ma hon hé mit may. Chi la Bach Dyc mit
may van con c6 chiit budn buc, O Vil gitp ning muén hai nha h trg, nang ciing khong phan di, nhung ca ngay tranh ¢ phong bép, néu khong ciing &
vuon rau, ngau nhién con clng hén tan giu vai cau, nhitng ngudi khéc lién khéch khi phi thurong xa cach. Yén kng nhin vai ngy, han kéo Bach Dyc, dan
nang ra ngoai. “Pi d4u?”” tim tinh nang van khong tot im, nhung che gidu khong €. “Di dao.” O Vil tra i, kéo ning, lai di nira ngdy, vira van dimg lai
bén ho. Ngiy ngiy ¢ trén ndi nhin hd nay, nhung Bach Duc ciing khong nghi toi chuyén t6i day. Boi vi thoat nhin mac du gan, nhung di lai rat xa. Doc
theo duong di rat hoang ving, nang i mot co  gai doc than, nén cling khong dam di dén day. Mot con thuyén nho dau bénbo hd. Nang hét nhin dong t6i
nhin tdy, noi ndy khong mdt bong ngudi, thuyén ndy lamsao tir nhién chay t6i duoc ? Pai khai lai 1a kiét tac cua cac tiéu tinh linh gia dinh di. .. ? H) nay
bic théng ra sudi Bon Nguu, nam ra séng Da Uyén, theo hirdng bic nam. Néi 1 hd that sy ¢6 diém hoi qua, nhiéu m ciing chi tinh | c4i ao mrdc Ion.
Nhung hd ndy quanh niim khong can, ciing c6 khi gy il bat ngd Iut 16, nhung Lo gia thon ¢6 thé virot qua han hén hing nam, ciing chinh 1 dya vao hd
ndy. Chom thu dang 1 mia kho, hai bos song ¢6 lau moc ngap, mure mude thip hon rat nhidu. Lai 1 khi ngy mia, co hd khong thiy bong dang nguoi
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danh ca ndo. O Vii kéo Bach Duc Ién thuyén, day nang chong sdo nhur thé nao, khua chéo nhu thé no, thay nang d biét, lién budng tay niic ké, dé
nang diéu khién chiéc thuyén lio dao nhur say rrou, héin niim trén thuyén phoi niing ngiy thu. Bach Duc lai rat hung tri, lic chdng sao, lic khua chéo, ban
dAu thuyén chi ¢6 thé loay hoay mot chd, khong lau sau da c6 thé cham rdi wét di. Chdr O Vi ngd thoai méi tinh lai, phét hién bén chan chit day mot
déng cdy nho nho, khong khoi budn cudi, “Pay 1 cai gi?” “Rau ¢d! Troi a, t6i khong biét bén ndy cac - huynh ciing c6 a!” Hai mé do bumg, Bach Duc
hung phén hai Imt tda anh sang, “C6 hoi nho. .. Nhung hwong vi ciing khong té! T6i vira ndy khong can thin viréng vao mdt dam cdy. . . Khong nghi t6i
phét hién thir t6t nhur vay! Con co ndy. .. than co lau! Boc ra bamsao thit, an rét ngon a... Rau c6 mot mra niu thit mdt mra xao, huynh théy thé nao?”
“Ta chi quan an.” O Vil cuoi cudi, “Ta i dua 6 t6i giai séu, két qua ¢o van lo 4 an.” Bach Dyc ve mit mét mét trong chdc l4t, cti dau, “Toi khong mubn
lai d6i bung.” O Vii than nhién noi, “Qué hurong c6 khong t6t? Khi m6i &ip, 0 rat gidng nguoi chét doi.” “Khong ding, khong ding,” Bach Durc voi
vang xua tay, ‘O qué t6i comno 4o Am, rt it - ngudi b lanh, bi doi ma chét...” Nang vé mit bi thurong, “Vi hon phu ciia ti...vi hon phu trude day, thich
nhitng c6 gai gay. Khi toi mdi t6i day,dala rat béo roi, hién tai cang khong phal n6i....” Sau mdt tran ga dong vit giang, O Vi m6i hiéu duogc “Phién
bang” kru hanh dang ngudi “Yén gay’ Nghe duoc Bach Dyc tam muroi can (bdn muroi tam kg) con bi vi hon phu ghét bo, nhin nang than cao nam thude
rudi (MOt trdm sau muroi Bim cm), hén thyre khong con gi dé néi. Giong nhu ma doi, go thdi ciing guc. Khi so ngd héin bi ciru gia 4m toan, bi doi mudi
ngay moi thanh bo dang da boc xurong nhur vay. That khong nghi t6i, tiéu chun thim m phién bang cu nhién i dan d6i. Han hir lanh mot tiéng, “S&
Vuong thich eo nhod, hiu cung im ké doi chét. Trong dam nguoi nhu nhwroc, dat nude tat suy. .. “Khong nghiém trong nhur viy.” Bach Duc cudi khd
ngét 161 hin. Ky that, thét diing 1a cau chuyén tinh yéu xura cti. Thanh mai triic mi, hai dra nhé v6 tu. Bach Dyc cting vi hon phu 1a hang x6ém, tiéu hoc
déu ciing 16p, trung hoc bat dau luyén 4i, dai hoc con cling truong, méi cho dén khi ra xa hoi im viée, thuan Iy thanh chirong quyét dinh két hon. Vi hon
phu cuia nang cai gi cling té‘g chila qua déy y dang ngudi ctng dung mao, so mét it trude ban be. Dung mao con ¢6 thé dya vao do trang diém, dé cho
dep, Bach Dyc con di phau thuét cat mi mét thanh hai mi. Nhung dang nguoi. .. Bach Dyc rat d& béo phi, tir nam muoi im tudi trdr di, ¢6 thé noi chura
bao gior dugc an no. Nhung nang cam thiy, “dich cau Vo gid bao, nan déc hitu tinh lang’. Mot chit dau khd do van c6 thé chiu dung duoc, gambéo lam
dep da s6m thanh nix tinh toan dan vén dong. . . Tuy ring ning ciing khong quéa dé y than hinh nhu vay. (dich cau vo gia bao, nan déc hitu tinh lang; béo
vét vO gia dé cau, tinh lang tot kho kiém)

Nhung “hitu tinh lang” nay, khi di 1nthlep cudi, lai coi trong ¢b gai im viéc in 4n d6, vira théy da chung tinh. N6i voi Bach Dyc 16t cyc anh ta da tim
duoc tinh yéu dich thyc. Hon 1€ van ctr ctr hanh, chila c6 dau da ddi nguoi khac. Nang ludn quan trong long, trurde khi hon 1§ cir hinh con quén quit Ay
vi hon phu khée nhdo, nguoi dan ong kia dai khai rat phién, bo lai mit cau, “Nguoi ta c6 thé méc 40 cudi cd s, ¢o thisao?” Lién phy tay 4o bo di. La
v11uanquantrong long, cho nén ning ngd bénh, céi gi cling khong &n, bac sndi than kinh ¢ vén dé. Chinh vi luanquantrong long, nang m6i co thé
bén ngdy khong an gi, chay toi tang cao nhét ctia trrdng hoc noi vi hon phu cau hon ma bdi h01, sau d6 nhay xuong. “Nhung khi nhay xuong, t0i m6i cam
thay hdi han.” Bach Duc ngira dau nhin bau troi xanh, “Neu phéi chét, t6i nén an no hay chét. Mudi ndm. .. Toi khong ddm an do an vat, khong dinh
duong, ngay ca tinh bot cling khong dam an. .. Toi rét muon anbat comté.” May mén khong chét. Mbingdy ¢6 thé an no, mot phin tim hre trit xudng
dong rudng, s& c6 mot phin hdi béo. So V6i tinh yéu gan b6 hao tAm mudi miy nam, thd dia cong bang hon. .. Hoéc 1a n6i, tinh cong bang trong moi
chuyén déu cao hon trong tinh yéu. “To1 néu Jy mudi miy niim tam Iye d6 hoc hanh, té Fim ciing 6 thé t6i Havard di.” Bach Dyc tur gicu, “Ngu ngbe
dam dAu vao tinh yéu, d6i lai chi 3 mdt bai gito huAn mAu chay dim dia. Thire khong bang di nudi ga.” “C6 mubn am gi thi lam” O Vi lanh nhat n6i,

“Durg thiéu com cua ta | dwoc.” Hin khong n6i thém gi, rat mot cdy sdo, uyén chuyén thoi mot khc, am cho thu quang thiy séc nhiém mot vé bi
thurong thé rong that sdu. Bach Dyc 6m dau gdi nhin thién khong, ¢6 ging khong cho mrdc mit roi xuong O Vi khong an ui nang, chi khua chéo, dua
thuyén xudi dong xudng séng Da Uyén, nghi lai quan tro & Tich Tran mdt dém, mGi nguroc dong trd v, tuyét khong c6 strc. Ven dudng hai mot dbng Ion
rau dai throng vang ha cam, hin ciing khong n6i gi, chinh 1 vi khong thich thirc 3n & Tich Trén thém nhidu murdc turong, dn khé chiu.
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Chuwong 6

M6t chuyén bbng thuyén chi lir mia thu nhur vy, lai khién cho tam tinh Bach Duc toan bo tré nén sang sua. Tuy ring nhéc lai chuyén cii khién roi Ié,
nhung nang von l ngudi yén vui, phan tim s& khong 16i rAm nita. 'Ca tinh Bach Dyc tuy ring khong so do Fim, tily tién, B ngudi khoan dung. Nhung ddi
v6i nhirng chuyén nang dé y thi chét song cling van dé y. Mudi my ndm tinh cam da d6 thanh song, nang Ip tirc tir cai cyre doan nay di téi cai cuc doan
khac, chuyén tinh cdm nay, nang quyet khong day vao nita. Hién dai ché d6 mdt vo mdt chong conbi ton thuong, tai day b daiba vo bdn nang hau lai
cang 1 i tim dAu roi mau chay. Biét 1 cho dii ¢6 ning tinh mét ¥ ciing van hi bai, can gi phai tw khién chinh minh khong thoai mai? Toan b tinh cam
cta nang déu chuyén t6i tri nghé cing dién vién, nhin tay nghé ngy cang tinh tién, dién vién tir tir phon thinh, phi thuong ¢6 cam gic thanh tyru. Ket ban
v6i O Vi, hoan toan I thu hoach ngoai y mu6n. Kho ¢6 duoe nguoi quén tir lai thi an khong cau bao nhur vAy, nhan cach phi thuong dang kinh né. ‘Noi
lai, nguroi thich xubng bép ciing thich Bm db an cho nguoi khac, O Vii van déu ¢ dong nang, cang lam cho nang cam thay nhur tri ky. Bach Duc von da
it di tin twdng vao long nguoi, boi vay moi ¢6 chit hy vong. Cho nén chuyén Dai Nir moi c6 thé da kich nang nhur vay. Bach Dyc dii sao cting khong
phai 4n si, nang ciing mudn két giao vai nguoi ban t6t, khi O Vi khong dén moi co nguroi n6i chuyén phiém. Nhung chuyén Dai Nit nhur vdy, gidng nhur
gidng cho nang mot cdi tat, im cho nang ué odi khong thoi. Nang ca doi trdi chdy, cha me yéu thwong, ban bé than can, lai cing thanh mai tric mi lon
1én, chua timg trai qua song gi6 gl. Cho nén khi bi vi hon phu tir ch01, nang moi co thé khong guong déy n6i nhur vay, cho nén mdi khong thiét song,
Nhung lai ki quai di vao thé gioi ndy, da hon mot ném phai chiu rat nhiéu khd cuc, nang rat nhanh trudng thanh, nhung vén chura nhin hét dugc long
ngudi phire tap ciing kho khan. O Vii chi khé cudi mot tiéng, “Loai bing hitu d6, khong dang coi trong. C da trai qua tinh quan rdi. ..” Khé xir mot lat,
“Co cur nhién da hai muroi lim. Tudi ndy. . .mudn ga ciing khong ga duoc di...” .. .Khong phai khong ga duoc, I t6i khong mubn gé!” Bach Dic mit
do Ién. “Ciing t6t.” O Vii lanh nhat n6i, “Khong so bi ngudi ta lai dudi v&.” Néu dbi i ngudi khac, tuyét dbi khong thé lanh nhat nh vay. Nhung O Vii
sinh ra trong gia toc sat thi, tim tinh lai khong thich hop kim mot st thi. Nhung hén nguyén v theo gia nghiép, 16t cudc trong dng van con ‘dong ho’,
khong thé né ha. Hén ciing Bach Dyc c6 diém gin giii, chinh 1 méit ngoai lanh nhat, trén thue t& ddi véi nhitng chuyén dé y lai phi thuong budng binh.
Hién bét dfc ditheo gia nghiép, nhung lai chuén bi dé chi ho ctia minh tuyét tir. Tir ndm mudi hai tudi, hén da vao sinh ra tir, nhin thdy vo s mt ctia nhin
tinh, lam cho héin phi thudng khac thudng duy tri mot loai tinh than khiét phich. (khiét phich: thich sach s&)
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Nhung héin dii sao ciing la pham nhéan. La nguoi i déu c6 khat vong song ctng moi ngudi, nhung hén t6i nay d hai muroi tam tudi, da sap sang hai muroi
chin, lai khong ai qua duoc cira 4i khiét phich kia, tré thanh bang hiru ctia hin. Khong biét nén khoc hay nén cuoi nhit i, Bm cho han camthiy cao
hing, & chung cam thay thoai mai, cur nhién lai [d mdt c6 gai. Pay 1a mot loai duyén phan nhur thé ndo. Ché mot thuyen rau dai kia vé, Bach Duc phi
thurong vui vé dai trién than thi. Lic ndy nang ndu dic biét nhidu, day mot ban thirc n, rau ¢d ndu thit, con cé mdt it dau im dau sét, tir rét xa da ngri
thAy miti thom, m cho ngudi ta phai nubt nurée miéng, C6 lau sao thit bam, thanh nhe ngon miéng, c6 mdt chut déng. Mot bét canh so ndu gimg, trong
thoi tiét dau thu se lanh, thure vo cing thich hop. D6 &n mudi sin, rau trén. Héu 1 nhitng mon an thanh dam, lai mang hrong vi nha” ma O Vil thich nhét.
Cho nén khi nhin thiy Bach Duc xép bét dia Ién ban, mit héin Iap tirc xi xudng. Qua nhién Bach Dyc héi, “Tiéu tinh linh gia dinh. .. Toi 1 néi, tha ha ciia
huynh, & dau? Lam thé ndo dua do in qua cho bon ho?”” “Mbi ngay bon chiing déu ¢ vit béo an rdi, khong can thiét!” O Vi ndi gidn. “Am thue phai
can dbi huynh hiéu khong?”” Bach Dyc trimg mét nhin hiin, “Dt sao ciing khong c6 ti1 lanh, ndu ciing da ndu rdi, dé 1u s& hong, Mdi bon ho t6i n di. ..
Vit va. Vira phai m thi v&, con phai di lam thuyén. .. Khong c6 viéc gi con phai gitip t6i cho ga an, stra chudng trai.” Ngudi ta duong dudng [ cao thil
O Vii nhin dau cho bon ho ra, d6 an trén ban nhu gié cubn may tan, ngay ca canh nudc ciing khdng con thira. Bach Duc dat dugc théa mén hu vinh,
mirmng r& di nghién ctru cach trong rau ¢d. Di sao rau ¢6 moc dai thyc sy B rat nho. Nhung O Vit thue mét himg, Boi vi i dam thi ha tra lai bat dia,
con dam trong mong nhin hin. Nhin ban an trong tron, hin qua thire tire gidn, 4m trim n6i, “Céc ngwoi dam an hét?” Thia ha thye ty khudt, “Ky chi,
ngai néi oan cho thude ha? Thudc ha chi cudp duoc mdt miéng ming cing thit. Tén virong bat dan kia moi giong nhur quy doi chét. .. .. Thit canh
dau?” “Thude ha ciing chi cudp duge mdt miéng. ..” Thi ha ciia hén ty khudt nhin hin, “Ky chi, ngudi xem. .. “Cut!” O Vi lap tre dudi ngudi. Puogc
mdt the Tai mubn tién mdt thude. .. Con mong cho Bach Duc nAu com cho bon hin n sao? Ngﬁu nhién con chép nhén dugc, thuong xuyén thi khong
thé! Bach Dyc tir viron rau quay lai, nhin thay bat dia tréng tron, nhéch miéng nés nu cudi, “Tiéu tinh finh. . . Toi 1 néi thude ha ctia huynh c6 thich khong?
T6i lai. . .” “Khong dugce.” O Vil phi thuong nghiém khic ngiin lai, “Nubi miéng ta 1 duoc, khong thé nudi miéng toan bd bon ching.” Vén Bach Duc
thure budn by, tri nghé ciia nang cho du ti luyén qua, ciing chi 13 thurdng thurong ma thoi, O Vi ciing céc tiéu tinh linh lai 6 dong nhu vay, tht sy
nan giai. Sau O Vi ngiu nhién s& mang nang xubng niii dao choi, tham chi dén thi trén xa, con timg vung trom vao phong bép nha gidu xem xét, ning moi
birng tinh dai ngd. D6 a mdt thoi dai giau nghéo chénh léch rat Ion. Chumbn tiru nhyc xu, 1 hiru ddng tir cbt. Son thon mudn n no mic Amda la rat vat
va, quanh ndm khong thay ¢6 duong, ngay ca tuong cing khong thé an duoc loai tot, mudi lai cang quy gid. Rau xanh, cho du nhur thé nao di nira, nhung
thiéu turong, khong mudi, ciing khé ¢6 thé an duge. (Chu mdn tiru nhuc xt1, L hitu dng tir cbt: Cira son ruou thit dé 6i, ngoai duong chat day xéc chét.
Hai cu tho trong bai “Tur kinh d6 phé Phung Tién® (Tir kinh d6 vé& huyén Phung Tién) ctia DS Phi)

Nhitng mon &n quy va la trong it ngudi binh dén, khong khoi déu I nhitng loai Fim tirong nhiéu mubi, chén gio thit heo, mleng ndo miéng diy déu béo
ngdy, an vo cing ngdy. V& phan nhitng nha pht quy, ciing bit du chi y tdi ché blen thirc an. S 3n co hd hoan toan thay dbi, khong nhin ra nguyén
dang. Ngam lai trong Hong Lau Mong, ngay ca ca tim cling d&u c6 thé nhdi thit, gan day lai lru hanh 6n bd thire thién, that sy nhin mot ban dd an, ciing
khong biét 1 ding nguyen liéu gi ma ndu. Nang I6n Ién ¢ nong thon ddng rudng, Khi con bé & v6i dng ba, cha me & tai trdn nho cach d6 khoang mudi
lam km, i cho dén khi 6t nghiép tiéu hoc méi chuyén vé sng véi cha me. Co mbt thoi gian v0 cing khong quen, nhin thirc &n phi thrdng ngan. Du sao
khi ¢ qué, an Ia rau dura troi moi hai, day mudp ngay bén ngoai phong bép, lic ndo nu thi cit. Ba ndi nang vo cing chiim chit cho viron rau nho, vuon
turge vo cling troi tot, cai ¢t non lai i mon n viit nang thich nhit. Bén bén ndy, nang ap dung moi thir da nhd duoc, chi  vi nang doc than, tuong mubi
ddm chua tur nhién khong chit nao keo kiét, hoan toan phat dwong quang dai hurong vi thirc an. Panh by danh ba nhu vay, lai hop voi khauvi O Vii
ctng céc tiéu tinh linh. O Vi thyre khong vui, nhung céc tiéu tinh linh phi thudng vui vé. Bach Dyc sang som mo cira, thuong nhin thay rau co hodc cac
Joai rau khéc da nhit sach s& dé trudc cira, tai phong bép ciing c6 thit heo cling murde sach day du, thurong im cho ning cam thiy budn cuoi. Cho nang
VAt va néu Xong com, cling O Vi ding com xong, cling khong chd nang rira, moi thir tyr nhién s€ duoc rira sach sg€, nhit nhat tré v& vi trf cll. “Tiéu tinh
linh nha huynh thye khong t6i.”” Nang cudi vui vé n6i véi O Vil O Vit hir lanh mdt tiéng, mi mit ciing chira nang, “Bon ho cur nhién an giéng ta.” Bach
Duyc kinh ngac trong chdc 1at, bat cudi. V& sau, néu nang xuéng bép, s& dac biét im mdt hai mon dic biét cho O Vit an. Hin c6 vé vira long voi sy an
bai nhu vy, cling khdng con oan gian gi nita.
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Chwong 7

Khong dén mia dong, O Vi lai di 101 “Ta Iru lai hai ngurdi 4m thim bao ho.” O Vi néi, “Bimg nubi bon ho qua tt, cho chit com thua canhcénla
duoc rOL” «_.. Trén duong can than.” Guong it hén binh tinh thAm ra mdt chit y cuoi, “Mia xudn trd vé, mang cho ¢d mot ci ring rin. Ping r01, cod
¢6 mudn db trang strc gi khong?” “Huynh mua cho t6i sao? Toi lai khong ding t6i.” Bach Dyc gi gii dau. “Khong c6 chit ndo giong nir nhan.” Han
khoat tay 4o, tu minh dl I'Ol. Nhlemvu ]an nay ciing khong kho Chl la phlen toal co e chuorng, ]al phal truy tlmtrong rung cay ram ap. Kho khan ]am
khong n6i. Di vio u'uc ]au, nhin thdy Bach Du’c mic bo quan 40 nho ba vai cung canh tay déu 1 ra, dng quin rong, namtren san u'uc ngu trua, Cubi
na xuandau mia ha, anh mat troi xuyén qua man tric, nang nghiéng nguoi ma ndm, mit méi toc thit dai xda xudng, gbi 1én mdt cai gdi lam bang 14 tra,
16 hép tinh t&. Bén nguoi dé mot dong gidy 16n, nghiéng mirc dé trén an, nét myre chura kho. O Vi nhat lén xem, nhe nhang lic dAu. Chir ciia nang thit
sy ... Kho coi duge ngay. May man con doan chinh, nhin cling ¢6 thé biét dugc. Mat trén v& mdt gbe cdy, hec mét mot céi I biét 1d d4u phy, c6 chi
thich day dt.. Con viét cach gieo trong, ché bién do an, khién hin xem ma nd nu cudi. Pay l cai gi? Sach day nu an khong giéng sach day néu an, nong
thur khong gidng ndng thur. Lai nhin dén mdt vai chir, hén to mo tim trong chdc lt, phat hién ngoai dau phy con rat nhiéu loai cay khéc. Han nhiu méy, d6
12 mot phurong phap tot. Rét nhiéu doc duogc déu that truyén, 1a vi khong nhin théy hinh dang durgc thao. Néu ¢6 thé V& lai hinh dang cta chung thi sao?
Yeén lang thu thip nhimg trang glay khéip phong, vira dbi chiéu xem, trong long ¢ dan dan kinh ngac. Chinh dang trim tir, Bach Dyc xoay nguoi, trimg; it
nhin, “Di? Huynh tr& vé bao lau r6i 7 “Vira xong.” O Vii than nhién, go go gidy trong tay Ién, “Déy la cai gi?”” “Bai tip nghi he.” Bach Dyc ngbi xuong,
dudi thit krng, “Dui sao nhéan rdi ciing 1 nhan r8i.” “Nghi hé? Bai tap?” O Vil stmg s6t mdt chiit. Bach Dyc gii gii dau, “Bai tip nong nghiép. ..Phién
bang thd ngit, khong quan trong,” Nang rét cuc hoan toan tinh, nhin O Vii cudi dén sang lan, “Trd vé vira vin! Vira van c6 thir tdt. .. Cac tiéu tinh linh
nha huynh ciing theo tré lai chr?” O Vil mi mit, nhain than chot Ioe, “Khdng cin chuén bi cho bon ho.” “Tuy 1 thir t5t, nhung khong thé an nhiéu dau.”
Nang dimg dy, “Canh dau xanh, chi da phin ctia huynh. Hay 1 huynh mubn ubng tra truée? Liic trurde trong thon thu tra, t6i ¢6 qua gitip. Nhung ki
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thudt sao tra khong duoc t6t im, sao c6 chit qué...” “Ty ¢6 sa0?” O Vii ¢6 chit ngoai y mudn. “Hoc thém chiit ban su ciing khong ¢6 gi 1a khong tot.
Hubng chi tra ciing c6 thé cho vao d6 an.” Nang dan O Vii vao phong bép, trude thudn thuc pha tra, canh dau xanh phi thudng thin ky chil dong xuét
hién trén ban nho trong phong bép, 1am cho nang lai cam than tiéu tinh linh lanh loi clng t than thong quang dai. O Vi khong cham vao canh dau xanh,
dang cAm bat chén tra nhip mbt ngum. Qua nhién thi nghé ctia nang con chura ding chd, nhung trd moi, nurée ngot, udng vao rat thoai méi. Thoang nhin
nang thit cAn than cat thir qua tréng nhu tuyet lamnguyén liéu nau an, hén c6 chit kinh ngac, “Nay khong phai qua cau sa0?” “Ding vay nha, 161 ctia qua
cau, con goi I ban nhét dué an.” Bach Duyc cét xong, lai bit dau chit suon, “May hom trurée mura to gi6 1om, t6i con trong ring 14 bdo dy. C6 vai ciy cau
bi thdi do. .. Toi thiy Vuong dal nurong kéu khoc dang thuong, lién b6 tién mua méy cay kia...” “Cay cau gdy, mua lam gf?” Hén c6 chit khong hon
gian. Noi day khong ¢ dé trong cau, nhung hon tue ga 1& déu can dung t6i cau. Son thon c6 méy cdy cau, déu duoc quy trong nhur tai san riéng vay, ¢ cau
mdi c6 thé lam sinh 1& thanh than. Nha dau ngbc ndy nhét dinh tiéu tién loan. Tiéu loan ciing khong ¢6 g, chi I son thon khép kin ndy cling s& khong c6 ai
ghi nhé 1ong t6t ciia nang, “Qua cau an tdt a, than cau con c6 moe nhi, tic dung rat tt.” Nang voi vang noi, “Nay thyre hn hiru a, binh thudng lam sao
¢6 duoc ma an. Khong thé vi 1111011 an ma lam gi anh hudng toi tai san nha ngudi ta duge. .. Cho nén khong thé ¢6 duoc thir tot nay.” Hin con mubn
nhic vai cau, thay nang min nhan cAu khén, cling lién thoi.”...Co vAn 13 dé cho ta nudi di. Thiéu tAm nhiin loi hai. . .” Bach Duc thiéu chit nita nghi sai
Iech, ngdy ra mot chit. Pé cho O Vi nudi, ky that khong thich hop Bim. Nang cam thiy chinh minh ¢6 thé sdng doc 1ap, nhung ciing khong biét phai ni
the ndo dé cu tuyét O Vi ‘nudi’. Trude kia cha me ban trai nudng chiéu,  khong dudng nang méc bénh cong chia, lai dudng ra cdi tinh diu ngoan so lam
ton thirong nguoi khac. Litc trude néu nang 16 ra y cur tuyét, gwong mit O Vi lai nhu dong bang, phi throng mét himg, Quay ¢ du nhin O Vii dang uong
canh ddu xanh, vé mit théa mén, nang lai khong nghi t6i viéc pha hu tam tinh dang t6t ctia hiin. Canh cau ninh suon, Bmcho O Vi phi thuong kinh diém
Qua cay da“ing lai t61 ngot thom, mot ngum miy vi khon k&, hin rdt cuc hiéu duge vi sao Bach Duyc lai danh gia cao nhu vay. “Visao chi c6 mot bat nhd
nhu vay?” Han bat dau daulong “Cau tinh lanh, khong thé ubng nhiéu. Lai khong dé duoc 1au. .. Udng ngay mai 6t nhat, bang khong da ndu cho moi
ngudi trong thon clng udng. . -Huynh ciing &n swon a, suon ninh véi qua cau an siéu ngon, huynh thir xem xem” Bach Dyc gap duoc tringhé lién phi
thudng nhiét tinh ¢6 tyr tin. Ubng xong canh, Bach Dyc déc biét vi O Vii hmrau tron dau hu cing cdy huong thung tron trimg op Kp, d6 1a db an riéng
ctia hén, tleutmh]mhkhong co plnn Bira tiéc naykhlen hédn mit may hon ho, may thang mét nhoc trd thanh hur khong. An com xong, hén tam tinh tot
1én, demra “thd san” ma hdn mang v&: mdt céi ring tréing dai bang canh tay. “Khong I& i ngi voi a?” Bach Duc so héi than, cham vao lai cam thiy lanh
nhu bang, “Rangran O Viistra ding nang, “Pay I rang nho, khong c6 tac dung gi, mang vé cho ¢6 choi.”” Rang nhd? Ring 1on thi thé nao? ! .. Rén?”
Bach Dyc lim thi1 thé udn luon. O Vii gat git dau, “Con rén khoang bén trrong,” Bon trurgng 1 dai hon. ... 2 Mot truong udc chimg 1 hai trdm nam
muroi cm, bon truong K. . Mudi mét. .. di? Ha ha ha, truong ctia bon ho bén nay hén 1 khong dai nhu nang nghi di. .. “Udc chimg gip sau lan c6 di?” O
Vii nhin chiéu cao ctia nang, “Pubi giét méy thang m6i dugc.” Réng rin dang cam trong tay, duong nhur khong lanh nh bang, ngwoc lai co chit néng
n. ... Yéuqudia! ! “Céc huynh...cac huynh khong phai sat thi sao?” Bach Dyc ¢6 chit suy yéu hoi, “Sao lai quan ca giét yéu. .. Toi a ndi giét ran...
Hay plm n6i i con rén rat 16 rét rat In? ! “No6i yéu quai cling dung vay.’ 0 Vi thye binh thudng néi, “Sét thu cling khong phai chi dé y giét nguoi. Giét
loai dong vat hoang di gan nhu yéu quéi nay, cling la nghe ctia ching ta. Péng tiéc con ny con qua nho, khong c6 ndi dan.” ... Nang con tudng rang
minh xuyén qua dén mot thoi ¢b dai binh thuong, nao biét con ¢6 nhimg loai dong vat hoang dj ciing ca yéu quai. “Co giét than tién khong?”” Nang cang
suy yéu hoi. “Nghe noi thoi dai Chién Québc trong tc timng nhan nhiém vu giét mot than tién.” O Vi Bic dau, “Khong thanh cong, rét kho glet Yéu quai
dé > dang hon mot chut, bt qua ciing khong thé muén 1 duoc, nnytramnamnm chiu ty thac mot lan. Bong vat hoangdltlnnhleu ? Han]anhnhat liéc
mét nhin c4i ring rin, “Nay coi nhwr con nho, mot minh ta cling c6 thé giai quyet > Bach Duc ¢6 hoi choang dau, that can than bo cai rang rén xubng, “Ta
lay thir nay cho ¢0.” O Vi | nghiéng dau suy nghi mot chit, “Con tring va ran tam thudng s& khong dam i gan. Bang tiéc con lai déu phai tré lai. . Bang
khong cat mot mleng thit rin Iai, an vao tuy rang khong thé n6i bach doc bat xam, nhung cting khong can dé thach tin vao miét.” Bach Dyc cang suy you
cudi grong hai tiéng, cam thiy dau c6 diém choang vang. O Vii khong Iy thit rin, nhung lai By duge mot lo md rén ngan vang khé doi. Cam Ry tay
Bach Dyc, héin cn than xoa Ién nhitng bot nu6e to nho cing nhirng vét thurong trén khép ban tay, co diém dau long Nay nhat dinh i ban tay dep nhat
mé hén timg nhin thiy. Can ximg, thon dai mém mai, mu ban tay con c6 mot limnho, 6 tay tron nho, tring tura ngoc tuyét. Khéng bi chai, ciing khong
lru seo. Mot doi tay cua thién k]mtleu thur chén chinh. Péang tiéc cho mot déi tay nhur vy, hoi im mot chut én phong 10p, day vét thuong, Néu l hin
quén, dimg n6i dé cho nang cam cudc, ngay ca cam kim chim ciing bo khong dwoc dung t6i. Khong c6 bién phap, hin khong quan duoc. “Sau khi lim
v1ec thi boi rmt chut 1én.” Hén than nhién néi. Bach Duyc trd mét nhin miéng vét thurong trén tay khép lai voi tc dd c6 thé nhin tlﬁy dugc, nhét thoi tron
miit ha hdc mdm.”. .. Qua lang phi di? Cai nay phai bao nhiéu bac a...” “Bao ¢6 ding thi ding dil” O Vii pht gian, “Ta a  khong cho ¢6 tién hay 1
khong cho cd ngu01‘7 Visao con phai tir minh cam cudc? Tay con gai blen thanh nhur vay, ¢6 thé xemsao?” Bach Duc méu mio, “Ciing khong c6 ngudi
phin. .. Di1 sao t6i ciing khong iy chong, Téi ciing chi & virdn rau choi dia. . . Néu khéng thi con gila cude song ciia toi? Ngay ca quan 4o can gidt, cac
dai mrong dai thdm ciiing cudp di giat sach. ..” “La khong ga duoc chir gi?”” O Vi ném hop mb réin cho nang, “Cam iy cham soc tay cho t6t! Néu sg
khong c6 ngudi nhin, ta day s& cd ma chd xem” O Vi, ddy 12 y gi? Nang khong dam can nhiic, dm hop md rdn bo trén mit dang,
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Chuwong 8

Thira dip Bach Dyc ngi, O Vii nghe hai thudc ha béo céo. “Bach ¢b nurong thire ngoan. ..” Thi vé Thap Nhét vira md mi¢ng da tring mot cai liéc nt
sic bén nhur dao, lam cho han nghen hong, Bén canh Thap Luc hung héng ding khiru tay thuc han mot phét, lamcho han cang kho hiéu. Cong viée am
amhd an vé nhur viy, bon ho ciing coi nhu kinh nghiém phong phi. Nhung trude kia déula ho vé cho céc tiéu thur cong tir, ngudi ngudi déu mudn gior
tro Amkho dé bon ho khong thé theo sat moi lic moi noi, gia ting do kho khén cuing khéo nghiém cuong do trdi tim bon ho. Bach ¢6 mrong I thye
ngoana, nAu com ngon, lai diic biét dé phan cho bon ho, ciing s& khong ¢b v di tim tung tich bon ho. Cang s& khong lm c4i chuyén nit phén nam trang
V6 vén g do, cho dudi cho mua ban, ciing 1 quy cu di, quy cu tr ve, khong cing nguoi cai nhau danh nhau, cting s& khong choc t6i ngudi khéac, bung
da tot, lai cang khong ¢b y da roi bon ho. Khong gy cho bon ho mdt chit phién toai, niy khong phéi ngoan, i cai gi? Mot muc tiéu bao ho 6t nhur vay,
thure khong udng cong liic trude danh nhau chét di song lai méi cudp dugc viée nay. Thap Luc nhin huynh dé ngdc bén canh, dau gay cling déu camthdy
dau. Bach ¢6 nuong ngoan hay khong ngoan, chi ¢6 chi ttr co the 1n6i. D6 1a vo chia tir! Nhitng chuyén nay Thap Nhit con khong thong subt, im sao
hiéu duoc c4i gi nén nbi cai gi khong. . . Dudi anh rmt Iruon giét ngudi lanh lng nhur mila dong cuia chu tir, Thap Lyc kién tri béo céo Jan hrot timg viéc,
timg viée xay ra trong méy thang ndy. “Ké ctmg rin mubn ban minh cho ning dé chon cit cha 1 ngudi & dau?” O Vi lanh nhur bang hoi. “Hén 1 tham tir
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chd lyc gia. Thudc ha cing Thap Nhit da diéu tra.” Thap Lyc cung kinh tra 1. “L Ngoc Thanh?” O Vi cudi lanh mdt tiéng, “Han dam quan chuyén
ctia ta? Nhét, im cho viéc budn ban ctia hiin trong ba niim déu khong thanh.” Trung nién nam tir twa nhu bong ma phia sau lén tiéng, Trong toc ciiing
khong thé khong canh giac. O Vi ap ché lra gian. Tiéu luc kia ban su tang léna.. Mubn doat phong hao “An sat”, cu nhién lai dam tinh toan dong toi
Bach Duec. .. Khong c6 duong thoat! Han im ling hoi 1Ay, nhitg ké bén canh ngay cé thé ciing khong dam the manh. O Vii ludn hi gian khong hién ra
séc, nhiéu im cting chi chi trich, ndi gian nhur thé. .. Bach ¢ nwrong qué nhién 1 vo hén! Chinh | ch tr khong mubn dé cho nguoi trong toc khdng ché
vo minh, mdi gidu & noi thim son ndy di? Bon ho 4m thim suy doan trong long. Tam hdn dang hét sirc dé vao chuyén bét quai manh ¢t ménh mong, 0
Vi than nhién hoi, “An khong t& chir?” Thap Luc trong dng canh bao nguy hiém ménh liét, ngay ca Thap Nhét ciing c6 diém so. Phai tra o1 sao day?
N6i in ngon, chii tir s& boc ca bién dAm chua, n6i an khong ngon, lai ndi xiu tay nghé Bach c6 nrong, “Bach ¢4 nirong Irong thién, sao ¢6 thé dbi xur
khong t6t voi moi nguoi chir.” Thip Lyc ci kho 16 c4i khon. “Tam dia 6t dén mirc thiéu ndi tim, that sw ki khong con ai nhu vay.” O Vil cau nhau, “Di
nhin chit. Cai dinh ndo nén rét thi rat di. .. Tha ring giét Am mot tram. . .” Bon thudc ha khom ngudi nhén lénh, O Vil phét tay cho bon ho di xudng,
Thong tha vao nha, di Ién lau, dimg ¢ ngoai truréng nhin Bach Duc ngi mo' mo mang méng, Mudn tt cho ning, hén 1 phai doan tuyét lui toi. Dimg yén
that lau, suy nghi rét nhiéu, tim lai chua timg loan nhur vay bao gio. Quén di. Dit sao ciing khong ga duoc di. . . Gai I thi hai muroi sau, hai muroi bay.
Khong che chd nang, ai s& im? Hin chi ky quéi, vi sao niim thang khong Iuru lai dau vét gi trén miit ning nhur vdy. ... Nt tir clng tudi nang, déu da co bd
dang phy nhan. Khong n6i O Vii budn bue, Bach Dyc chinh minh cting khong durgc 15 rang. Con gai & the g101 ndy, mudi ba muoi bon van ki ¢b gii
binh thuong, lai héo tan phi thudng mau, hai muoi miy tudi tyra nhu phu nit trung nién, dén bén muroi tudi lién nhur ba gid. Ching & la cac nang bén kia
an nhiéu my an lién, cho nén lai o tic dung chdng phan hity dung nhan? (hu, quang c4o mi n lién =))) Khién cho nang phi thuong Xau ho 18 c6 nguoi
dodn nang chi muoi sau, muoi bay, giong nhur mot déa hoa nhyra khong héo tan. O Vii nhe tho dai, Ting yén khong tiéng dong nhay xuong lau, nam trén
girong tric, phién mudn thét lau. Lan nay hin nghi ngoi hdi phuc ndm ngay, lai lap tirc nhan duoc mot nhiém vy khong I6n. Nhung hén lai ndi Ién cam
giac mét moi. “C6 phai may hom nay huynh bi bénh khong?”” Bach Duc thue quan tAm, “Méy ngiy nay sic mit ciing khong tt.” “Khong” O Vil rii mt,
“Udc chirg mat mdt, hai thang di, c6 ngoan ngodn doi.” “Toi ¢6 thé di dau sao?”” Bach Duc gii gii dau. O Vi nd ny cudi, “U, ta biét. C6 van thuc
ngoan.” Han theo cira s nhay ra ngoai, lp tirc khong thiy bong dang, ...RS rang ¢6 cira, vi sao phai nhay cira s6? V6 lim cao thi ching 1 khong nhay
qua cira so thi s& chét sao? That kho Iy giai. Bat qua ba ngiy sau, Bach Duc dang ngi lai bi im tinh lai. Bén ngoai trudng, 1 md thay mot tuyét dai giai
nhAn quin 4o hoa & dimg d6. “La ta.” Thanh 4m quen thudc, ¢6 chit khan khan. Bach Duc cubng quit xdc mén, trd méit nhin my nhan démg bén
ngoai...”0 Vi?” Nang thyc khong thé tin duge. Guong mit tuyét my trang diém tinh xao, thAm ra mdt nu cudi xinh dep, canh tay thon dai dudi bo 4o
hoa 1& viron ra, nhe nhang cham én mét nang, “U’, i ta.” ... Dya vao! Ki thudt hoa trang ctia ¢d dai thure chuyén nghiép, rét chuyén nghiép. . . “Khong
phéi phai m0t, hai thang sao?” Bach Duc bit Ay tay hén, ong troi, lamthé ndo n mém nai nhur vay, “Sao huynh da tr6 lai r6i?” ... Ta ciing khong
biét.” O Vit dé ké nang cAm tay, “Khong kip thio trang strc thay quan 40... Ta danh thirc c6 2 Bach Dyc khong biét tra lcinhu thé ndo. Nang khong
thé n6i cho hén, nang & trong ming ciing cam gidc drgc mdt ¢d tim miét tran ngp sat khi, khién nang bimg tinh? “Khong c6,” nang c6 chit voi vang tra
104, <...O Vii, huynh thét xinh dep.” Nay moi 1a sy thin ki ctia hoatrangchanchmha' Hén mim cudi, that s ]athlenkleubaml, trra nhur van hoa no ro
gitta rimg xudn."Nay khong ¢ gi, chi I hoa trang ma thoi. .. Nhiém vy can.” Nhiém vy. Tam Bach Dyc nhu bi bop chit lai, budn ngi hoan toan b1en
mét. Nang nim chiit tay O vi, “Huynh. . .huynh phai cn than chit.” .. .U, Thoi gian tiép that sw khong thé t6i. . . Han phién mudn, thdi gian rét gip
ngoal pham vi ctia hiin, khong thé chay qua lai nhu vay dugc niva. ”Mot thang. Cho ta tré lai, ciing trang diém cho ¢6 xinh dep nhur vay, duoc khong?”
...Toi chi hy vong huynh binh an.”” Bach Dyc d6t nhién y thirc duoc cong tac cta hén ¢ bao nhiéu nguy hiém, hoc it lap tire do. O Vii con mudn n6i
cai gl, mdt tiéng tiéu vang 1én lam cho hén lai nubt xudng "Ta  phai di 101 Chleu 1é thrdng, hin van 1 nhay ctra sb. Nhung O Vii miic vii y hoa 18, nhay
ctra s6 ma di, lai im cho Bach Duc sg sét that lau that lau. O Vii mang theo vét thirong tro lai, chan di ca nhéc. Tuy rang bi thuong 1 chuyén binh
thurong nhur combita, nhung sau khi hén tr6 vé, lién | phi thirdng yen ling, thrdng xuyén xudt than, chi ¢6 khi an com m6i khoi phuc tinh than modt chut.
Bach Dyc hoi qua mot lan, O Vi lai phién chan mudn nang im miéng, nang lién thét s khong hoi nira, thay hén én tranh di, cang dung nhiéu thoi gian
cho nha bép ciing virdn rau, ngay ca ‘bai tip nghi he” cua ning cling chuyén 1én Au Am, tn lyc khong mudn cham mit cing hin. Nhung O Vi cang
phlen chan. Cho t6i ngay thir sau sau khi tro vé, O Vil goi nang lai, ... Ta da ndi s& trang diém cho ¢6 xinh dep.” Bach Dyc c6 chut hd nghi nhin hén,
van Ia diu ngoan ngdi xuong, nhim mt lai, dé cho O Vii v& loan trén mit nang, Hén thét sy thuc cn thin, trang diém that sy chdm Bach Duc hoai nghi
hén can ban 14 ding co v& ting soi Iong mi, d dat toi canh gi6i siéu viet trong viéc tinh t& cling chim ra'L “Tét am.” Han c6 chit khan khan noi. Bach
Dye trimg it nhin, md to it moi phat hién héin cach nang that sy gan. .. Hon nita cang ngay cang gan. Nang con chura kip y thire lai day, O Viida
demmoi dan tai mdi nang. Cham nhe nhur khong, c6 chit cam giac lanh Io. Oanh mjt tiéng, mét clia nang dan dan thiéu én, trimg n¥it nhin O Vi, dong
cting khong dam dong. Hén binh than ung dung lui ra phia sau hai budc, “Khong lam hu son ctia ¢6. .. Nhu vy moi la day di.” Kéo Bach Duc dén ngdi
trude guong dong, nang trimg niit nhin guong mit nhu hoa dao ctia chinh minh trong grong, thleu chit nita khong nhan dugc ra. “Rét - dep di? Tuy rang
1a gia.” O Vii khoat tay 1én vai nang, “Dang tiéc s& ton thuong in da, khong thé v& nhur vy mbingdy.” “Day 1 niit na.” Bach Dyc quan mudn chét,
“Nay khong phai t6i.” O Vi khong n6i gi, chi nhin Bach Dyc qua gwong. Khong thé chip nhan dugc. Nhiém vy an nay thiéu chit nira thit bai. .. Boi vi
han thép thom lo Fing. Tam ctia hén, rdi loan. Nhu vy khong duge. Can phéi nhanh chong tranh xa nang, cat dirt quan hé véi ning, Bang khong hén s&
chét. .. néu hén chét, thi ha tur nhién s& phan phat cho nhimg nguoi khéc. .. Ais€ che cho cho nang? Nang ciing s& chét mit. (aaa, tinh yéu ciia Vil ca
thuc khién nguoi ta dau longma T_T) Ky that, hén rét mudn Am phé hu son ctia nang, Chinh 14 loai tim tinh nay, mdi c6 thé Iuru lai hau qua cho nang,
Néu héin ¢ thé Iy tri binh tinh mdt chit, s& khong den tinh trang ndy. **...Ta phai dén bon muroi tudi, méi co thé tra lai phong hao cho gia toc, khong can
nghe theo ménh Iénh ctia gia toc.” Hin tram thip mit tiéng néi. Trong toc ¢6 thé ¢6 sat thii tinh anh, sdng qua bon muroi tubi, rét it, rit it. “Huynh bén
muroi tubi 1 ¢6 thé vé huru sao?” Tinh thin Bach Dyc rung Ién, “Huynh ndm nay bao nhiéu tudi?” .. Hai muroi chin. Con mudi mot nam....” mudi mjt
ndmnay, o thé chét bat cir e ndo. “Murdi mdt ndmma thoi.” Bach Dyc nhin O Vil trong grong cudi, guong miit sang ngoi, “Huynh vé huu r01 s€ lam
g?”’ O Vi i nghen 104, “Con chua nghi t61” Bach Dyc can than nhin hén qua gurong, O Vil lai tranh di. Hin B. .. then thing? RS rang ¢6 diéu mudn nbi véi
ta visao 4p a dp tng? Vira rdi hon nang. .. That 14 trang diém can sao. .. ? Guong mit cua nang cang hdng, kidu diémuét 4t, “O Vii... Huynh tht sur..
thét sy khdng cudi 3o ba. .. Toi a ndi, khong thanh than sao?” “Ta khong mubn giy hoa cho con chu.” thanh 4m ctia hén cang khan. Cém mdi, Bach
Dyc bit dau niim chéit tay. Van nhat Ja hiéu lim thi sao? VAy rt mt mit. .. Binh tinh, binh tish. Chi l mdi chammot chit, khong c6 gi thoi ha ha ha.
Nhung O Vii khong 161, lam cho nang cang thémkhong yén. Nang ciing khong hiéu chinh minh nghi nhur thé ndo. . Nhung ning cam thay thirc thoa min
voi nhiing ngay nhur thé nay. Nang thich O Viidénan com, dén & vai ngay. Tham chi c6 diém thich O Vi miéng hedi ba dao. . .. ky that la quan tam, nang
cting déu biét. Khéng than chang quen, hén lai chiéu ¢ bao ho nang mdt cach tur nhién nhur vay, phi thuong dwong nhién. Nang khong muon pha hu mit
mdi quan hé 6n nhu 6n dinh nhu vay. “Cai kia. ..”” Nang Ep bap n6i, “Nhur. .. néu. .. khi huynh bon muroi tum, con chura két hon o ba. .. Toi  n6i
thanh than, t6i ién. .. én. .. coi nhu ban gii huynh duoc khong. ..” Hai tay O Vi dot nhién ding sirc, nim liy ba vai Bach Durc, khién nang dau kéu ra
tiéng, “Huynh nhe tay chit a!”” Han dinh than lai, voi vang xoa ba vai ciia nang, .. Ban gai?”” Bach Duc cuc then, khy hai tiéng, “Chinh 4. .. gidng nhr. ..
Hong phén tri ky, thanh sam chi giao a...” ... Theo ta sao?” Bach Dyc gt dau, “Néu khi d6 huynh khong chan ghét t6i. .. “N6i dinh rdi, sinh tir khong
thay d61.” O Vil than nhién néi, “Duing rdi, ta ciing dem vii y vé. C6 chon liy bo minh thich di.” Nang rét nhanh da bj vil y hoa & phi pham hip dan, hung
tri birng burng chon lya, d8i mdt bo Tai mdt b cho hin xem O Vit nhin, vAn than nhién cudi. Tam t lai bay thit sy xa rat xa. Nang nguyén theo ta.
Nang n6i, muroi mdt ndim ma thoi. “Néuta khong dén bén muroi da chét thi sa0?” Han hoi. Pang mic vil y mau xanh xinh dep xoay tron, Bach Duc



ngimg lai, cti dau con that sur suy nghi trong chdc lat. Nang chinh Ia mjt ¢ gii ngbc chip nhat bang khong cling s& khong vi ban trai trude phi hoai ban
than minh. “Ta thay huynh thi phan.” Bach Dyc nhin han nhéch miéng cuodi, “Ta s& coi soc cn than.” Anh mit O Vi, nhu hoa hiém c6.”La L gan ¢0, chi
s khong Ion hon hat déu, so quy mubn chét, con mudn thay ta thi phin gi?”” Han cudi cuod, “Vi  khong dé cho ¢ trai voi 1i hira, ta lién cb ging sbng
qua bon muroi tubi di” Bach Dyc biu moi, “Thét ding a iy khuét huynh qua. ... Trdia! Sao da sip t6i rdi! Com chidu con chua lima. .. ” Nang xong di
thay quan 4o, lic xubng dudi, O Vii khong cho, kién quyet bat nang rira mt xong moi duoc di. Nhing suy nghi phlen chan vbn chat chua thé nhung
lién nhur vAy vo tung vo anh, nhu la chua ting xut hién. Hét thaydeukhongco glthaydm, chi 13 O Vii tyra hd can than hon rit nhidu, hin van nhur trude
khong quéa quan Bach Dy, van thurong di im nhiém vu nhur trude, bat qua hin dé cho Thap Nhit ciing Thap Lyc hién than, tr6 thanh minh vé ctia Bach
Duyc. Nhung minh vé ctia Bach Dyc phi thuong ménh kho . Phdi phy trdch vudn rau. *...Vay mudi lam gi?”” Bach Duc kéu En. “Chiam sdc tay nang
cho t6t.”” O Vii ngay ca mi mét cing chra néng, “Néu mudn lam viée, di lambai tap nghl he cua nang” “Do 1a sach tranh thure vat!” “Miéc ké la cai gl
nang lam cai day 1 duoc 161 Han nhin chdm chim Bach Duc, “Nang con cam cubc, ta giét hai minh v¢ dang saunang” Chi c6 thé noi, O Vil vo ctng
hiéu nhurge diém ctia Bach Dyc. Nang ha miéng thé' dbc, oan han hir mot tiéng, ngoan ngodn bé cude xudng. Hai tén minh vé phia sau nang, déu day
mdt rng md héi lanh. Ngir khi O Vii trd nén hoa hodin, “Ky thit ning ciing khong phéi thurc thich im viéc dong ang ndy, diing khong? Nang so m thoi.
Yén tam, ta quyét khong dé nang c6 thé bi d6i bung, Nang 14 ban gai ta mi.” Bach Dyc mit p tirc do 1én. Chot da am thim néi thim. St thii b dai
nhu huynh, m sao biét ban gai a gi ma c6 thé noi tr nhlen nhu véy. Bit qua nang ciing hiéu duge, O Vii chinh B doc miéng, s& khong db danh nguoi
khac. Cho dui dau Iong, ciing s& khong n6i ra rd rang. .. .Pai nam nhan.” Nang lim bam “Céi gi dai namnhan?” O Vii nhiu may, “Pai truwong phu di?”
Bach Dyc mit tron tréng nhin hin, O Vil lai nd nu cudi, “Gid 4o dé trong phong nang, khong di xem sao?”’” Qua nhién lap tirc lién doi di lue chi ycla
nang, mit may hon h di vao treo vil y. Pon thuan nhur vay. .. Thuce d& ly long, Tuy ring Bach Dyc thuc thich b viiy hoa I kia, nhung khong biét vi
sao, cho du ¢4 trang diém, nang mic vao ciing khong c6 khi thé. N6i lai, vii y mic dep that, ciing khong thé nguroe xudi mic sudt duroc. Nang dot nhién
1hé 61 gia 40 kiéu Nhat Ban, noi véi O Vii mot lan, hdn nghe vay, nay dura t61 mot cai gid treo vily, tric lu nguyén ban mjc mac toan bg tré nén hoa 1€
hén. Vily sang quy cau ki hoa 1, khong thé dé ra bén ngoai gio thdi ndng chiéu. Nhung chi can nang thich, cho di mlon xé thanh timg manh nghich, hén
ciing s& lap tirc x¢ gitip nang, huong chi chi 4 treo én ngam‘? Neu nang khong thich mang dd trang sirc, vai mon quan 4o, ciing khong phai khéng mua
noi. “Trung thu ta s& tr& vé.” Bét tri bét giac, giong nodi clia hén v6n hoi khan lai tré nén nhu hoa, “Cho.” “Mudi Jam thang tam?”” Bach Duc 1§ ra vé mit
hoai niém, “Chiing ta ciing chuan bi I& mimg chir?” L& mimg? “Nang chuan bi di.” O Vii git git dau.

Ban dang doc truyén Cdn Hoa Khiic dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Tai mién phi nhidu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chwong 9

Ngay d6 Bach Dyc xoay quanh cong viéc. Nang van thurong ndu com, nhung lai khong biét cach ndu bang bép cii. Bat quéa nang timg dimg bép gas ndu
com thanh cong, trai qua may nam nay i luyén, cing da c6 thé khong ché lra. Dua vao trinhd, limra hai cai thing, ndu duoc com ciing khong khac
my s0 v6i ndi comdién. Cling 14 dyra vao kinh nghiém do, nang 16t cuc suy ra cach nu gao nép ma trude kia chi nhin chir chira timg dong tay vao lm.
Mot no1 a0 nép sang trong, mii truyén that su xa, m cho phia sau nang, Thip Nhét cing Thap Luyc phai chiu sy thong kho lai ngot ngao day vo. Noi
nang sdng cing 6ng ba khi con nho, 1 mot thon tap cur, cd ca nguoi Amis. Tir nho da nhin thiy thAm thim Amis & cach vach Bm & mimg, tiét Trung thu
d6i véi nang ma noi, khong phai ngay an banh Trung thu, ma k tibt khanh &n gao nép, com canh c4, thit kmnmgcunguongruounep, moi nguoi khi€u vii
ca hat. Mot thing com gao nép la dé an tyc tiép, mit thing khac | dé amruou gao. Hai ke phia sau strc lao dong thire khong giong voi nguoi thuong,
lam cho nang bot lo rat nhidu. Cho khi O Vil trd vé, triing d 1én dAu canh cy, nang thu xep mot ban dd an cling ruQu, dé khi O Vil tim rira xong ngoi
xubng, ¢ chit kinh hi. Bach Dyc cudi meo meo tur minh am niu Ky tay dn com gao nép nhur thé ndo. Trurde tién ndm thanh mot ném nho, in cling db
an. Viphong vi doc dao cua bira tiéc mimg kiéu ngudi Amis nay, Thap Nht ctng Thap Luc da dac bict di san lon rung. “Néu khong quen, huynh cir de
trong bat &n cting dugc.” Bach Duc tiép don, “Bat qua com gao nep khong d@ tiéu hoa, in cham chut nha.” “Khong can, an nhu vay méi c6 huong vi.”

O Vit an mot miéng com gao nep, lai an mot mleng thit lon rirng, “An ngon that.” “Mudi lam chi I3 tam tam, thAm thim & cach vach nha mudi trude kia
moi 14 loi hai.”” Bach Duc vui vé gitp O Vi chim ruou, “Ky that con thiéu mdt mon, nhung trong rimg nay khong kiém duoc. .. Ném thir canh ¢4, mudi
mét rét nhiéu cong Am nha! Mudi biét huynh khong thich 3n gimg, mudi bo giiap huynh rdi. .. “Ta ty m dwoc ma.” Han trai lai mic canh c4 giop Bach
Duc, nghe nang vui vé ké miy chuyén vun viin trong & hoi thu hoach ctia nguroi Amis. Tam thoai méi, khong khoi udng nhiéu hon miy chén rrou gao.
Bach Dyc cam xtic ddng cao di thudng, thira dip say rurgu, con hat mdt bai hat ctia ngudi Amis mi nang khong hiéu y nghia ca tir Eimy, tiéng ca phi
thurong to 10, dudi trang tron du duong ma trong sudt. Hat mot an lai mot lan, modt n lai mot lan. Kho khin dirng lai, nang cuoi n6i voi O Vi, “Ky that
mudi cling khong hiéu y tir ca tir, nhung nghe Amis tham thAm ndi qua, day 1 bai hat ma ho thuong hat khi uong ruou, khi€u vii cing ban be.” Cuoi
cudi, nuoe mét clia nang timg giot timg giot roi xudng, Thay nang nhu vay, O Vii voi do lay nang”....Bach Dyc.” “O Vii...” Nang cang lic cang khoc
nhiéu, cudi cling oa oa khéc 1on, “Mudi nhé ong ba, nhé bd me. ..mudi nhé nha. .. mudi rat nhé nha' * Rt cude khong tro vé duoc. Khong biét 1 nimg
Trung Thu & nhé thé nio, khong biét ngiy d6 ongba c6 dikhiéu v, hat ca v6i nhitng ngwdi Amis khong, nang van con mot bo quan 40 ciia toc Amis dé
& nha 6ng ba. .. RSt cude khong tré vé duoc. O Vii khong ndi gi thém, chi 6m nang, nhe nhang vo lung ctia nang. “Khéc di. .. Khong sao. Mudn khoc
that 1au di? Yén timkhoc. .. “ Bach Dyc khan ca giong khoc dén hét lue, cubi cung chi cd thé khoc nirc nd, sau khi kiét stirc moi tir tir ngt. Cho nang
ngi say, O Vii van con 6mnz‘mg mdt hdi lu, nhin tréng tron thi thao, “Khéng phai di vé. .. Ta chim soc nang.” Trung thu khoc nhéo mdt hoi, khi tinh lai,
Bach Dyc v6 cling ngurong ngiing, nang khéng quen udng nrou, dau dau kich liét, dang xoa dau kéu ca, lai vira van nh t6i mdt tran xau hd do. Tir sau
chuyén Dai Ni, tuy ring lai murén miy ho m viée, nhung rét cude ciing khong ai dam bude vao triic Jau. Nang say ruou r6i tinh rdi miy, chi co O Viivé
mit binh finh chiéu ¢ nang. Thy hén than sic nhur thudng, Bach Dyc ing & nhe nhéng thé ra. Lai khong biét biéu hién ctia nang, d4 sém lm cho O Vii
cudi thim dén ngit troi, chi i ngudi ta di sao ciing i mdt sat thi tinh anh, khdng ché biéu tinh so v6i dn com con dé hon, ¢6 mrong Bach Dyc thiéu tim
nhan ndy tur nhién 14 khong nhan ra. Poi cho sau khi Bach Dyc tinh rurou, nang lai himg thi s6i ndi, thu xép db an, bung tra ndu com, déi véi O Vi vo
ctng tt. Han ciing thur thur phyc phuc, thoai méi nhéan By. Gitp dd trong phong bép, stra sang noc nha trude nha sau, khong 6 viéc gi thi t6i hau vién
ché cti, im i cong vide ctia mot dau gia. O chung hai ndm, tuy ndi chung dung thi it ma xa céch thi nhidu, nhung hén ciing hiéu doc tinh tinh Bach
Dyc. Nhung nang khoc I6n mot hoi nhur vy xong lai 4n can, ngwoc lai lim cho hén ¢6 chit kho hiéu. Nghi ring ning c6 viée mudn nho, nhung c6 nrong
ndy that s thiéu tAm nhéin, ndi bong ndi gi6 lai khong hiéu, m cho hén khong biét nén khoc hay cudi, don gian danh hoi truc tiép. Nghi dén hin ciing
khong phai I viéc gl I6n. Vinh hoa thi khong duoc, nhumg phi quy c6 1§ ciing ¢6 thé sanh vai tiéu chuén t6n thét, chi cAn ning nguyén mé miéng, chuyén
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gi ciing ¢6 thé duoc. Lai ndi tiép, O Vil i dira nhd mau thuan. Tam co chng chat, hin ngai gan; nit tir giang hd, hén ngai ¢6 phi khi; doan trang hién
thuc, hin cam théy giéng nhu dau 0; kién cuong ngai manh mé, nhu nhugce ngai vo dung; cau hn, hin han khong co bt khi, khong cau hfn, hin lai cam
théy I gia thanh cao. (hy, ca thye qua méu thudn a) Ciiing i do hén ca doi déu kn 16n trong Am muru, tim ké bién héa, ni tir trong toc déu c6 bay tim
trdm bo mit, tim dia ran rét. Nit tir bén ngoai, phu quy ciiing ¢ gia dau, cung dau, ban cng cling ¢0 tamké, dimg moi strc Iyrc dé leo 1én dia vi cao hon,
vo tam ké chi biét nhAn nhyc chiu dung khoc suét mudt. .. Lamcho hén cam thiy thue phién. Tinh cach soi moi timg chit mot nay, gip duoc Bach
Duc, co hd déu da quén. Chi cam thay nang thuin miét thodi mai, con ¢6 chit ki quai, cling khong van cau hén, cho nang cai g, déu s& nhé ki, mot xu
cungkhongtmhsaL C6 nuong ngdc, lalkhlenngumtakhongthe bét lo. Bach Durc nghe héin hoi, lai nhéin nho that lau, thiy O Vudandannhluml, moi
lap bap noi, « Mu01 trure kia. ... vi hon phu cti thurong n6i *vé sau’. “V& sau’ s& mua phong ¢, d6n ong ba, ba me dén Pai Bic song cling mudi, s& hiéu
thuan véi bon ho 7 vé mit nang dan dan bi thurong, “Trén thue te khong c6 “vé sau’? Mudi chura hé 6t mt chén nude cho ba me uéng, ndu mot bira
comcho 6ng ba an...” Nang mién cudng ndi, an n mang theo tiéng khoc, “Can ban 1 khong ¢6 “vé sau’. Mudi. ..mudi...mudi tha rang hién tai ddi voi
huynh that t6t, do phal khong co vé saur’. .. Cong viéc ctia huynh mao hiém cao nhur vay. . . Mudi khong mudn vé sau’ hdi han...” O Vi kho chiu. Noi
mét himg thi khong phai. Bach Dyc dé y hén nhur vay, thire Kkhién hin long nhur m6 hoi. Nhung néu néi 1 cao himg, khong tinh nang da c6 gidc ngd ctia
qua phu, lai con xep hén ngang hang vdi cac truong bdi. ... qua thue khién hin do khoc dd cuoi. Tam tinh thure phire tap, cubi ctng chi ¢ thé chuyén
thanh budn buc. Thiy nang van con khoc, lai cang gin, lién tue néi hon muoi tir “Ngu ngoc > moi hét gian. th nang khéc mét miii nhén nho, vé mat
kho hiéy, thue 1am cho hin cang thém dau dAu. Lamsao c6 thé thich mdt co nuong ngoc nhu vay? Hin nang né tho dai, dua cho nang mit chiéc khan,
“Pugc. Ta da biét.” Bat dic ding ny cudi, nhu nhu téc nang. Day la ngd nghéch t6i mirc nao a.. . Ngim lai, sau lung hén toat ra mdt ting md hoi lanh.
Khi d6 cho nang hai muroi lugng bac, ién ném dé miic ké mot nam, cur nhién tay chan van day du, ciing khong doi cheL cang khong phai di lam an may
hodic bi ngudi ta dem ban, thit sur B van khi. Nay chi ¢6 thé ndi ki “Ngdc nhén co ngoc phiic”.. RS rang biét chir biét tinh, xem nhig gidr gidy ning viét,
chir nghiia trdt ty 1 rang, nhimg ltic khong c6 viéc gi héin déu Ay ra xem, can nhic vé sau bién soan doc kinh lién chiéu theo churong trinh ndy ctia n.ang,
Nhung vi sao lai thiéu tim nhéin nhuwr viy, giong nhu mot séch. “Dimg khdc, ta s& khong méic ké nang,” Hén 6n nhu hiém thiy, “Nang 14 ban géi ta ma.”
M3i Ian nhéic t6i ba chir nay, guong mt Bach Dyc lién d6 Ién, hoang mang rdi loan, kim cho lai hdn curdi thAm mdt tran trong bung. Hong nhan tri ky
thanh sam chi giao? Hu aia. .. =)) Hién tuy ring khong rd phong tuc phién bang, nhung dai khai cling c6 thé doan duoc, c6 & khong khac bict Jam véi
hon ude. Nha dau ngdc ndy gidu dlem, con tudng rang ta khong biét. “Ta la gicua mng"” vé mit han binh tinh, thi vi i nhin nang. Bach Duc xau hd dén
tay chan luéng cudng, anh mét mo hd mo ra, “Ban. . .ban trai...” “La nhur the ndya...” Thanh 4m O Vii trim thip, gat git dau, “Thira ta o ban trai cua
Bach Dyc.” “Mudi. . .mudi. . .mudi. . .” Bach Duc nhay dung 1én, “Mudi di ndu com!” xoay ngudi bo chay. Vira in xong com trua, sao da ndu com? O
Vi rdt cuc khong nhin dugc, cht tiéng cudito. *** Hin cung Bach Dyc ngf")i trong trtic lAu, Bach Dyc wira hoan thanh quyén thir nhat trong bd sach
thye vat. Trude kia khi chura xong, hén thuong cd himg thu it xem, hién tai sach da xong, hén nguoc lai, lai thit 1au khong cham toi mot to. Bach Dyrc
vira nho giong hat khe, vira v& I cdy, thinh thoang cam thude do, vé mit thue nghiém ttic. That sy phai dé nha dau ngdc nay & day hén ba nam? Han
vira nhn duge mbt nhiém vy lon, d6 nguy hiém rét cao, ba ndim c6 thé hoan thanh da 14 rét 6t roi. Nhitng nguoi khac khong nhin ndi, chi c6 thé giao
cho hin.  Chung quy, hén van | dé tir ctia Poat Thién Tong LS Thi, khong thé ndo cur tuyét. Trong toc da phi throng bt méin v6i sy kiét ngao cia hin,
nhung héin 14 sét tha loi hai nhét, co hd khong c6 ké ndo c6 thé ap che dwoc hén. Han ngang nhién tranh tlep Xuc voi moi ngudi, trong toc lai khong cach
ndo xir Iy hdn, ngoai mit khong dam dong, nhung lai khong ngimg ngam dung thi doan. Loang thoang tira hd ¢6 chut phat hién ra sur ton tai cia Bach
Dyec. AnKki di theo han, cohd deu 13 tiép nhan viéc ho vé, mdi ngudi déu hiéu dugc hin luon don doc giét nguod, an ky nay chi i bai tri, hin ciing khong
by day dd. M6t lan, hai lan, 4n ky co thé di pho, ba lan, bdn lan? Nam lan, séu lin? Xa luAn chién thi sao? Nhat dinh khong thé. “Bach Duc,” hin £oL.
Nang ngang dAu, y cuoi trong sudt, “Chuyén gi?” “Theo ta didi.” Bdy long héin d4 chuan bi phai ni véi nang thé ndo, ly do cung khuyén nhi déu chuan
bi thure can thin. “Puoc.” Nang gt dau, lai cti dau tiép tuc v& 14 cdy ctia nang. O Vi budn byuc. Nhin khong duoc méang, “Duoc cai gi ma duoc? Nang
ciing khong hoi ta dua nang di d4u sao, néu dem nang di ban thi sao? I”” Nang hoi giat minh, “Huynh s& sao?” Lai tir lic du, “Lam ssao c6 thé, thiéu chut
nita bi huynh hi. Mudi ban khong dang gia...” “Ngu ngoc"’ O Vii cang tirc, “Ngungde, ngungde, ngu ngbe!” “Pang ém dep sao huynh lai ming
ngudi?” Bach Dyc ciing phat hoa, “Huynh moi i ngu ngde! Ca nha huynh déu I ngungde!” ... ... ... ”
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bi xa ¢ thoi dai nay la mdt chuyén vo ciing kho Bat qua Bach Dyc mot duong di theo van khong kéu kho. Cudce song nong phu vai ndm giip nang co
durgc strc chiu dung khong &, sau vai ngay cb ging, dudi sy chi day cta O Vi, nang cur nhién hoc duoc cudi ngya, micn cudng o thé dudi kip doi ngii,
xe ngya lién thuén iy chi chuyén ché hanh 1. Bach Duc cho ring, nang cling moi hai muroi bay t1101, ngudi tré tudi dwong nhién hoc durgc mau, chiu
duoc khd. O Viinghe nang n6i nhu vay, nhin gurong mét nhu muxdi bay tubi cia nang, c6 chit roi ram. N tir phién bang 1o héa cham nhur vay I vi sao
? Nhung nang chung quy van khong phai nit nhén giang hd xdc¢ véc, thrdng thudng hanh quén gAp s& mét nhoc, ngdi trén eng ngira ngh ga ngh gat, thiéu
chit nita roi xuéng, O Vii luon luén hru y nang thuong c6 thé nhanh tay le mét d& duge nang, om vio trong nguc tiép tuc di. Nhitng noi thdm son da finh,
hén ciing s& cdng Bach Dyc thi trién khinh cong ma di. Ct nhur vdy, O Vil thue vira long v6i sy cimg cdi ctia nang, tham chi rat déc y. Boi vi ngay ca gi
Thap Nhét kho ciing thuong khen Bach ¢ nurong khong c6 vo ¢ong, lai c6 thé chiu khd tdt hon ca dam duoc goi 1a hiép nit, sinh ra kinh trong manh mg.
An ki dudi trudng O Vii déu ddc stre cho viée hd vé, timg gip qua du loai kidu dang quy nhan ciing v5 lim thién kim cong tir, con 6 ca nhimg ké co
danh tiéng, Nhung nhirng khi kéo bon ho chay trén, thure han khong thé chém cho bon ho roi khoi ngwa, d& phai viréng chén virdng tay kiém s khd so
mét kéu ca Amikhong ngdt. Xét vé goc do ndy, Bach ¢b nurong déng yéu nhidu Em. Mot tiéu ¢b nurong (?) chua hé c6 kinh nghiém di xa, trude khi di
con chua so qua ngura i ding khac, khong ngdi duoc s& hoc, hoc duge ciing s& khong phong loan nhur dién. Titr bo khuyét diém thinh thoang ngi ga
ngu gat, that su thue ngoan, rét biét phdi hop cling ddi ngii. Trude kia 1 tham an do 3n nang lam, t6i gid, lai tht sy boi phuc tiéu ¢ nurong ngoan ngodn
déng yéu nay. La vi nhur thé, bon ho méi ¢6 thé kién tri thinh chii tir nghi tro & thanh trin, do khién Bach c6 nrong phai mét mubn chét. O Vi lanh ling
liéc miit nhin bon ho mdt cai, ndi, “Ngoc bét tréc, bét thanh khi.” (“Ngoc bét tréc bat thanh khi™ vién ngoc néu khong duoc mai gitia, d&o got thi khong
thé hién dugc vé dep va gié tri ctia no)

“Mudi con di duoc.” Bach Duc Ry lai tinh thin. “Toan thé chi1 y, vao thanh nghi ngoi hdi phuc.” O Vii lanh ling ra nh. «...0 Vi, ¢6 ngudi ndo ndi voi
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huynh, huynh I mjt ngudi cye ki méu thuén khong?”” Bach Duyc trimg niit nhin hin. Doi cho vao khach san, Bach Dyc qué thurc la tir trén lung ngyra lin
xuong dudi. L& vao phong, nang ngay ca hai cling chura coi, lién kin ra girong, N thing budi sang ngay hom sau m6i dimg lén tAmrira an com Tuy
ring toan than dau nhirc, nhung khi O Vit hoi nang c¢6 mudn di ra ngoai di dao hay khong, nang van lap tirc ném bat com, theo di ra ngoai. Nang mé mua
séch cing mua hat gidng, M3i lan dén mbt thanh trén, ning déu nghi cach mua mot it hat giéng hiém thiy, hodc 1 vao tiém sach hru luyén quén duong ra.
Séng trong son thon khép kin, cin ban [ trong niti khong biét nam thang, Mai cho dén khi theo O Vi di xa, nang m6i ¢6 co hoi mua diroc sach, nhin
duoc bao, m6i biét thin ¢ noi ndo. D6 | mot thoi dai ky quéi, Yén quoc. Khai qudc quan chit cu nhién 1 Uy hoang dé M6 Dung Xung, tiéu thy n hi

nit thich YY nhét. .. (hy, nghe n6i M6 Dung Xung dang vé khuynh quéc khuynh thanh. . )

Ach, nay that sy 13 rit thin ky. “Day | mot thoi dai lich str lac 161.” Bach Duyc thure nghiém tic néi véi O Vil “Ngudi phién bang biét ci gi lac 16i voi
khong lac 162 O Vii thue Han tdc wu vist noi. ... Ta khong so do véi ¢b nhan khong hiéu gl.” Bach Duc cang hién dai vu viét khinh bi han. “H.” O
Vi cudi lanh mot tiéng, “Mot ngan thé gii hiép thanh mot tiéu thién thé gidi, mdt ngan tiéu thién thé gioi hiép thanh mot trung thién thé giéi, mot ngin
trung thién thé gioi hiép thanh mot dai thién thé gioi, ciing goi 1 tam thién dai thién thé giéi. Mdi thé gioi ton tai theo mdt quy luat riéng biét. Ta khong
hiéu? Hir hir. ..” (@@ nguyén doan ny Iy trong Huyén Luan Duy Ma Cét, Chuong 1, phdn 2, ai mudn tim hiéu thém thi ctr gg nhé)

Bach Dyc cang tron 1on niit, thanh 4m run run, .. DAy | Huyén Ludn a... O V... huynh. .. s& khong phai ciing i xuyén qua di?”” Hin nd nu cudi.
“Xuyén gi? Di.... Pay 1 ciru thiic nha ta chuyén nghién ciru 4m durong thuat dira ra trinh bay va phan tich, tong hop lai nhirg nét khac biét giita 4m
duong thuat cling Phét hoc. Hén vi chimg minh trinh bay va phan tich nay, di khéip noi tim nhitng ké muron xic hoan hon dé ghi lai chimg thye...” 70 Vi
ngam miéng, dot nhién c6 diém dau dau. Tram ngin dung cho ciru thic biét bi mét ctia Bach Dyc. . . Bang khong tuyét d6i khong co ngiy song yen on
“Nhitng loi nay nang chi co the 16i Vi ta” Nghi dén ctru thiic ma 4m ac han, O Vi thn trong n6i. “Puong nhién chi ndi véi huynh.” Bach Due liéc trang
mat, “Mubi cting khong mubn bi xem I ké dién.” O Vi dang 1én mdt ny cudi ¢d quai, “Chi ndi véi ta. . . Chi tin ta?”” “Chi tin huynh.” Bach Duc thuan
khiét tin cdy gat gat dau. Ngiy d6 O Vii tim tinh sang sta tot Bm, mua nira tiém sach cho nang, con bo ra mdt khoan tién I6n gitip nang diéu khic cudn
bai tap nghi hé thir nhét. “Sach tranh thire vat!” Bach Duc hon hén. “Bai tap nghi hé c6 vé d& nghe.” O Vi thyc kién tri chi trrong ctia héin, Bach Duc
khong thé hiéu dugc, vi sao han lai kién tri thich c4i tén ngu xuin ndy. Puong nhién, O Vii s& khong n6i voi nang, Boi vi “bai tap nghi he”, luon kim cho
hén nhé t6i hinh anh Bach Dyc ndm trén san tric lau ngiy he, 16 ra b vai cung canh tay, mii toc den mugt u6n lwon. Khi nang tinh lai, lroi biéng nhin
hén, noi, d6 ‘bai tap nghi he’. M3i khi ctru tir nhét sinh, nguy hiém co hd khongtlmthayduong sdng, hin uén nhé t6i b dang nang khi do, nghi nang
dang cho héin vé nha, lai ¢6 thé dc hét sirc hre, virot qua cira ai kho khan. Nhung ca doi, hén ciing s& khong bao o ndi ra bi mét d6. Ditsao, O Vit
cing la mit dira nho then thing khong duoc tur nhién. Nguyén ban O Vit mubn dé Bach Dyc ¢ nha ndi phit T6 Chau. . Tri phu kia vira vin 2 nguoi ctia
gia tc cai trong triéu dinh. Nhung cong 16n uy nghi tréang I¢ nhur vay, lai lim cho Bach Duc cang ngay cang thiéu tuoi cudi, ning ciing khong phai nguoi
¢6 thé 4n gidu tim tur, cb ging che gidu nhur vAy, mién cudng cudi ui, lai khong thé qua duoc mit moi nguoi. Sau muoi ngdy, dudi sy ¢o ging day dé
ctia mama, Bach Duc cu nhién ¢6 chut phong pham thién kim tiéu thur. .. Nhung nang khong vui. “Thoi” O Vil diin, “Sira sang lai hanh trang” Mama
gido dudng ngin O Vi lai, ba nguyén 1 ba vii ctia O Vi, phong dodn ddy c6 1§ 1a nguoi trong long O Vi, lién chuén bi day d& quy cit Bach Dyc, tranh
cho nguoi ta coi khinh.”"Tiéu chu tir, Bach c6 nrong van can phai day d nhiéu. . . Bang khong di ra ngoai s& mit mit. ..” “Cammdm” O Vii phun ra vai
10 lanh nhur bang, “Dam nhing tay?” Mama gido dudng cam thiy minh nhu bi doc xa nhin thing vao, phia sau keng tran ddy md héi lanh. Ty tay cham
soc dtra nho nho, nhung cho t6i bay gid van khong tht si biét hin. . . lai B mdt chi nhan ndi mdt khong c6 hai. “N6 ty khong dam.” O Vi ic ndy moi
thu hdi 4nh it lanh nhur bang, “Chuéin bi.”” Biét chudn b ly khai, vé mat Bach Duc ki y ndy, “...C6 phai mudi mang t6i phién todi cho huynh khong?”
“S& khong” O Vil nhin ning dau long, ngit khi lai lanh ling ctmg ran, “Nhimng nguoi ¢ day rat phién, somdi thi t6t.” Xac dinh thit sw co thé dirdi, Bach
Duyc hoan hé, kich dong 6m héin cudi. Nhu vay 1 dugc rdi. Tam tinh héin von phién chan ic nay yén 6n lai. Nang nén nhur thé nay, khong quy cu thi
khong quy cu. Khi nang cuoi to, thanh &m cao viit nhur vay, khong ém tai chit ndo, nhung lai khién hin phai n6 nu cuoi. Vén dinh an bai nang & nha phu,
14 vi vn d& an toan. Mot tiéu vién doc lap, d& dang an bai ho v, ciing khién gia toc rin rét niy c6 nhleu diém cAmky, khong lam I6n chuyén. Nhung
nhirng diéu d6, déu khdng quan trong bang nu cudi ctia nang. Lira chon dira nang di, 13 vi gia toc rén rét kia da danh hoi thiy, ciing khong thé gidu diém
duoc bao lAu. Néu vay, nga bai rd rang di. An bai nang trong pham vi mdt trim dim tai noi minh im nhiém vu. Néu ning roi mot soi toc, nhiém vu ndy
s& “thét bai”. Hin tin tuong toc trudng s& str dung thu doan quy quai gi do. Cho nén hén Iya chon quan ph, nhung Bach Duc khong c6 cach nao nudi
trong 1ong vang. Anky cap dudi ba trdm sau muroi nguoi, 4n vé bén ngudi murdi hai tén. Hﬁn quyét dinh toan b hru cho Bach Dyc. Trtr phi dleu dong
mot dao binh mé, ¢6 thé chong d& cing 4n ky ciia hn, c6 & ciing khong nhidu. Nhung tht ca chuyén nay, Bach Dyc khong can biét. Nang chi can an
toan binh tinh song cudc sdng ciia nang 1 duoc. ia diém hin Iyra chon 1 Diéu Tran, duoc xung Tiéu T6 Thanh. Trong tran, séng ngdi kénh rach chéng
chit, ra khoi cira 1a di thuyén chir khong phéi xe ngwra, cuc ¢6 phong tinh Giang Nam. “Ong troi, Venice Trung Qudc a!” Bach Dyc vira mimg vira so.
(Venice: thanh phd & dong bc Italia, gdm 118 hon dao nhéd ngin cach boi kénh rach va cau)

“Ra ngoai thi bao Thap Nhat cling Thap Luc chéo thuyén.” O Vii than nhién. Bach Duc ctii dau trong chdc 1at, tién dén bén tai O Vii nhe nhang hoi, “Vi
sao ho vé huynh an bai cho mudi déu 1 nama? Huynh khong c6 nit thude ha sao?”” O Vi king yén trong chdc lat, day long vung trom vui vé, Bach Duc
khong chut phén son, ciing chan ghét huan huong, nhung qué yéu sach s&, ludn ludn c¢6 mdt hurong vi than nhién, hoi th nhe nhang khoan khoai. Han tién
dén bén tai nang, cang thip giong n6i, “Nir thude ha déu c6 chit nhé nhung ti ta. . . Ta khong muon nang tré thanh bia ngim.” Sau do c6 chit xu xa
thurong thire 16 tai clia nang hong Ién tirng chut. “Vay sao.” Bach Dyc ti cho Ia bét dong thanh sic tranh ra khoang cach, lai bi O Viiomvao long, Cing
mot hoi lau, nang mo6i y thire lai, ¢6 chit e I¢ 6m lung cua hén. “Co thé s& c6 mot thoi gian rét dai, ta khong thé trd vé gap nang duoc. ” thanh am O Vii
khan khan vang 1én trén dau nang Bach Dyc git git dau, hbc mét ddn dan nong Ién. “Trir bo phong hoa khong thé, giét nguoi tity tinh hudng ma dinh.
Nhitng viéc khac, nang mubn Bm gi thi am, phéan ph6 Thap Nhit ciing Thap Lyc 1 dwoc. .. Khong phéi sg, ta deu an bai” “Mudi biét, mudi khong sg.”
Nude niit da roi khong ngin duoc. ... Ta mubn an canh bi dao, con ¢6 bat tra chung.” O Vil ndi bén tai nang rat nhe rat nhe, “Cho ta tré lai, ning im
cho ta an.” “Nhét dinh.” Nang rt cuc khée. O Viivin khong am hur son ctia nang. .. Boi vi mbi nang, cin ban a khong 6 son. Nhur vay thue t6t. Mdi
JAn cham Ién mdi nang, O Vi déu nghii vay. Hin van ura nguyén vi, khong thich mii son cting miii hoa am héng hirong vi ciia nang .

Ba namnay, O Vii chi tré vé hai lan. Thoi gian ciing déu thyre ngin, nhiéu im ciing chi mot hai canh giy d di. Nhung khong c6 bién phap, that sur.
Nhiém vy ctia hiin déu I nhu vay, phong hio “An”, 4n nip 4n ndp, khong biét phai ngan tinh van tinh thé ndo, moi c6 thé danh ra mot chit thoi gian kia,
khong biét I s& c6 bao nhiéu kho khéin nguy hiém. .. Nhung Bach Duc mdi lin déu hoan hi vui nirng nghénh dén hén, vo cung cao himg néu com O Vii
moi lAn 3n deu 13 canh hoac d6 in chung, chinh la dé danh mot chut thoi gian, ¢6 thé n6i chuyén phiém ctng Bach Duc trong bép. Thich nghe nang no6i
chuyén, g10ng nhur thoi gian xa cach khong hé ton tai. Nang van 1 ¢6 nhdc ngbe ngo ngdc, thién lrong, ké nhing chuyén vun van vé hoa mau, hang xom,
trong nha, k& v& bai tap nang v&. .. Cam thy thoai méi. Nha ctia hin, Bach Duc ctia hin. “Mudi gip duoc dong hwong.” Bach Duc néi. “Ngudi Lo gia
thon?” O Vi hoi kinh hii, trong long trdm xubng. Vi sao khdng nhan diroc béo céo ciia 4n ki? Bon nguoi kia c6 phai d lwdi nhéc lu Bm, can hin huan
luyén lai. . . Trung hop? Hay 14 ké nao cb y sép dat. .. “Khong phai.”” Bach Dyc im lang trong chdc 1at, “La... Phién bang bén kia. Mudi [a nhdy Au téi



duoc, nang hinh nhr 13 vi ap e thi dai hoc qua 16m, méic bénh linh tinh, chi c6 hon phéach t6i day. . .” “Nang lim sao ma biét duoc 1 dong huong?” O Vii
tuy rang kinh ngac, lai vin khong bubng tim xudng dugc. Muon xac hoan hon ciing khong phai hiém la gi. .. Hin ciing timg bao hd mot ngudi trén vé cd
qubc. Bach Dyc mim cudi, “C6 tra Jau tén 1 “Xuan Thity Puong’, i nang tur tay bd tri. Bén trong trang trf gibng hét phién bang, ngay ca tén ciing déu
gidng nhau. ... Sau lai nhn thirc, phét hién nang 1 nguoi Dai Trung, mudi la Dai Bic, rét gan That i duyén phan. ..” “Lo thiéu phu nhan?” O Vil nhiu
may, “M6 Dung Phirong? Nang khong phai phu nhan nha quan tron di sa0?” “Thap Nhat ctng Thp Luc vi sao chuyén gi cting n6i cho huynh biét a?”
Bach Duc tho dai. Boivi Lo thi lang chuén bj curdi binh thé, Lo thiéu phu nhén dé thur lai trén di. An ki néi cho hén, Bach Duc cmgwtlneuphunhankla
turong giao than mat, throng tiéc Bach Dyc ngay ca mt bang hitu ciing khong ¢6, O Vi lién ngAm ddng ¥, thdm chi con 4m thim cho nguoi chin chit
phién toai gitip L6 thiéu phu nhan. O Vii ¢6 chit khong thoai mai, ngit khi ciing ctmg rin, “Bach Duyc, ning trach ta?” Demhan danh dong clng loai
quan ga camba hdn truéng ndy, Bim cho hin cuc ki, cuc ki kho chiu. “Puong nhién khéng phéi” Bach Duc ciiing ¢6 chit mét himg, “O Vi, huynh
khong can phai mudi ndi gi ciing déu suy nghi theo huong khac, mudi khong thich nhur vy. . .mudi nhét dinh 1 c6 gi néi ndy ma ! Hai nguoi nho nho qua
lai vai cau, t6i tin khi Bach Durc nhéay dung 1én di xudng bép, méi ngim miéng, Cho dem canh trimg ga cting bi dao 1én ban, Bach Duc trude sau nhur
mdt gitip héin x6i com, miic canh, khong khi vin ¢6 diém ap Iuc. “Mudi cho t6i bay gio, van khong biét 1 huynh s& nhur vay.” Bach Duc ctii dau néi,
“Mudi ciing khong phai that sur ngu ngde, mudi ciing biét, huynh vi sao. . .khong thin mét véi mudi.” Nang nging dau, anh mit phi thurong trong sudt, “O
Vi, huynh sg haL Huynh 0 s& bé mudi lai. . . Ciling s mudi s& bo huynh lai. Huynh .cho nén huynh. . Huynh khong lam thé, 13 s mudi trong lai khong
thé ga duoc. ..” nurde mit ciia nang roi vao bat com, “R3 rang mudi khong thich d trang strc, huynh lai van dira cho mudi. Viy...dd cudi. .. huynh
tudng mudi khong biét. . .mudi khong biét sao... huynh dang vung trom mubn gitp gi mudi di?” “Mudi tin téng huynh, huynh lai khong tin mudi, cling
khong tin ca chinh minh.” “Nhung mudi nudn néi cho huynh biét, doi ngudi ly hop kho lrong, song chét kho biét. Nhung cho dii chi ¢ thé ctng huynh &
mdt chd mot tram ngiy, so vdi viéc dem chin muroi chin ngay chim trong nghi ky, thong khd, khong bang tin tudng huynh.” Nang lau khd mrdc mit, vo
ciing nghiém ttc nhin O Vi, “Cho du chinh la tramphan tram thong kho, nhung ciing c6 99% khoai hoat. Mugi v6 cing cao himg, cho nén mudi vo cing
tin trong huynh. Mudi biét huynh déu mudn t6t cho mudi, mudi thich tim y ctia huynh. Nhung huynh ¢6 thé ngde mdt chit, ngu mbt chi, tin trdng mudi,
ciing tin trdng vao chinh minh hay khong. .. 2”0 Vit yén ling &n com Déy la Jan dAu tién, hén an com Bach Dyc ki, lai khong biét vi. Sép chia tay, hén
m6i dot nhién 6m chét Ay Bach Duc.”. . Ta that sy muon nang, muon con cta ching ta.” > Mudn, ciing khong thé duroc. Than 1 mdt sat thi duoc gia toc
nudi dudng, mot sét thi chura chic ¢6 the sdng qua bon muroi tudi, hén sg hai, han khong tin chinh minh. “Ta khong phéi khong tin nang, thét sur. Nhung
ta khong mubn dira nho trd thanh sét thi, hoac 1 twong lai gi cho sat thit. Bach Dyc, nang cho ta. Ta tin nang s& cho ta. Chi ... Kho cho nang” Ky
that, ta khong khd. Bach Duc yén king nghi. Ta thét sur hiéu duoc huynh. Huynh s& khong thay i, trong long huynh chi ¢6 ta. Ca doi ta, chi tham lam
mot chuyén nay. Kiép trude khong dat thanh, kiép ndy lai tron ven. Khong biét ngaty v&, khong sao ca. Chung dung thi it ma xa cach thi nhidu, khong
sao. Ta c6 thé an bai cudc song cho chinh minh, chi can huynh s& tr6 vé. Cho huynh bdn muroi, ching ta ciing chura gia. Con kip du ngoan giang hd, con
kip sinh nhi dyc nit. Ta | ngoc, thue ngdc. Nhungm)lnnt ngiy, khi ta tinh lai, ddy long tran ngdp hy vong cung vui ve. Boi vi khoang cach ky han, lai
ganhonmot ngly. Ta tinh nguyén van ngu nhur vy, *** O Vi trd thanh sat thit | duy nhét ¢ thé g phong hio ctia gia thc trong subt iy trdm ndm tro lai
day. Hén xin mién gitt chirc vi truong o trong gia toc, nhung xin duoc gilt lai 4n ki cAp dudi ciia hin. Nhitng ngudi nay da di theo hén hon nira doi
ngudi, cling nén dugce nghi ngoi. Hudng chi da giup hén bao hd Bach Duc hon muroi nam. Vi thé trong chdn giang hd ngang trdi xuét thé mdt “L3 thi tiéu
cuc”, nghiép vu di thurong thinh virong. Nghe don, dai duong gia gidng nhur thiin long thiy diu ma khong thiy dudi, | cao nhén trong cao nhan, lai lich
ciing rt than bi, nhing chuyén kho giai quyét, giao cho L thi tiéu cuc déu dugc. Nhung trén thye té, O Vii cin ban chi am chudng quiy sudng, chi ude
g co thé da Thap Nhat cung Thp Luc di that xa, khong néi dén chuyén khac. Nhung mbi ba nim, ankyrmtruongdau, Thap Nhat ctng Thap Luc van
1uon doat khodi, chit chd chiém Ay vi tri ho vé khong rdi, cudi vo sinh con ciing dem ca gia dinh di theo. Nhung O Vii I loai ngudi nao? Van king i dwa
Bach Duyc chay thoat, khién Thap Nhét cing Thép Luc tirc gian giam chan. Bach Duc cung ¢} ' Vi, cheo thuyen trén s6ng, thda man tAm nguyén du
ngoan chén troi goc bién. Ty minh chdng sao, hén mim cudi nhin Bach Duc thich thi v& cay ¢di, tuy ring quan a0 rong thing thinh, nhung ciing khong
dau duoc bung h01 hoi nhé ra. Hin xoay ngudi, bé mot canh ha hoa méing, cai trén méi toc ctia nang, ¢6 chit dau long nhin dudi nit ctia nang d ¢6 vai
nép nhin nhung van xinh dep nhur tI'LI’O'C . Co gii phién bang da doi hén mudi mot nam, fuén mim cudi nhin han, bay it con hoai dira nho ctia héin. Van
luén ngh], minh chém giét nira doi, cudi ctng s& bo mang oan udng Nhung nang lai nhu con gio it thdi qua, thoi tan huyét tinh vo tan trong sinh ménh
ctia héin. Mot khic Can Hoa thanh dat uyén chuyen Hin thdi sao, du duong, thdi én niém vui ciing hy vong ctia chinh minh, trong ngy mia hé, ha
huong trién mién vo tan, cho t6i tan nhitng ngay cudi cting,
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