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Gidi thieu Anh Chang Ngu Ngo' Va Co Nang Rac Roi
Truyén Anh Chang Ngu Ngo Va Co Nang Ric Rbi, chuyén néi vé mot cd gai bi am anh vé mt cai chét ciia mot anh chang voi cai tudi vira tron 27.
C6 la mot ¢6 gai khong giéng nhu nhitng nguoi con gai khac, 6 S(f)ng trong thé gioi cta riéng minh, voi nhirg suy tu ngd nginh, la ling dén kinh ngac.
C6 quyet dinh rang minh can phai két hon trude khi tron 27 tudi dé thoat khdi s6 phin am dam tuong tu.

By it cude chién moi bét dau, c6 mit cong viée yéu thich va con nhidu chuyén xui x8o khac nita va vo tinh ¢6 gip duoc anh phuc vy rat kho khién co
khong chiu ndi.
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Chwong 1: HEAVEN

Toi tén la Heaven Albright. Ga chong clng chung song hai nm d phéan boi toi. Toi chi méi hai muroi ndm tudi. Ban ¢6 thé ndi ring két hon khi hai muroi
ba tudi a qua sém nhung t6i s& phan bién ring nhiéu ngudi con két hon tir khi con hoc dai hoc, tham chi khi con hoc phd thong kia. Vay nén, so voi
nhitng trudng hop d6, nhur t6i khong phéi ki qua sém. Ma thdi, di som hay khong. . . thi gi khdn nan d6 da cho t6i moc simg. Sau khi t6i dang hién cho

2 nhitng nam thang dep nhit cta doi minh.

Ga phan boi t6i dé ngoai tinh voi mit dong nghiép. D6 14 con bé lam cing van phong ma ban dAu, ga thdm chi ching hé nghi 6 I ¢6 nang dang yéu,
nhung sau vai thang lién tuc Am viéc ctng nhau, d&m chim trong nhirng cau chuyén vui cudi than mat va cling i ngai voi nhitng mon &n tur phyc vu t0i té,
thi két quéa 1 nhitg cudc 1am tinh dién loan. Chi nghi t61 da mudn phét bénh.

Ga ltic ndo cfing rt vui vé khi di kim vé mudn, va ban han nghif réng t6i & ra phai nhin ra manh moi d6, boi chéng c6 ai lai vui vé khi phai ¢ lai lam vige
mudn ca. Ay thé nhung t6i lai nghii ring gi don gian la rat yéu thich cong viée. Hodc c6 thé thye sur g cling buc boi, nhung khi bude vao nha va trong
thay t61, nguroi vo ma gi da yéu thurong, tran quy sudt hai ndm, thi moi phién mudn déu tan bien. Xi!

Nhung khong. Ga vé nha voi khudn mit hon hé  vi vira m6i duge choi boi thoa thué véi mdt con bé dang diém. Con bé han  miic chiéc 4o len dai tay
c6 khodc ngoai va cudi sac sya khi nghe nhitng mau chuyén cuoi than mat day ngu ngde. Toi ghet 4o tay dai tay c6 4o khodc ngoai, ghét thir chat licu
tong hop, cach phoi mau lan su thity mj gid tao ctia thir trang phuc d6. Ai cling biét ki€u 4o ndy 1a mdt trong nhitng mén do de coi nhat.

Tén con bé hinh nhur | Megan hay Jessie gi do, chac B tré hon toi vai tudi. Con bé giong toi hai ném trude, chi khac & ch méic 4o len dai tay c6 khodc
ngoai. Ga chong cua t6i da di tim hinh bong cli ngay ca khi tdi chua kip bién thanh ba ¢6 ué 04ai, lAnh cdm. Thét dang kinh tom! T6i con chua gia ma!
Hon nhén I thir t& hai. Diéu nguoi ta néi v6i ban— ring ban s& ching con quan hé tinh duc sau khi cudi nita - la ding day. Ban s& khong c6 dugc diéu
d6 nita. Nhung khong phai ban néi “t61 — dong — v’ 1a tinh duc 1ap tirc bién mat. Cling mat mdt it thoi gian. Di nhién s€ c6 tuan trang mat va Vai thang
dAu khi ca hai s& vao vai c6-ndi-tro-khat-tinh cling chang-trai-thio-vat, hay nang- 1n6-1¢ ctng chang-vi- phu—dlu dang-dén-ngac-nhién, hay gau Winne

Pooh va Hii mt than ky. Nhung sau mot thoi gian, ban s& khong con ban tam dén viéc phai tiy 16ng chan, chong ban ciing khong con dé y dén viée d6,
va vio ban dém, ngi day gidc trd thanh Iyra chon thyre t& hon.
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Chuwong 2: BRADY
T6i 1 Brady Gilbert, va t6i ghét ngdi canh ctra s6.

May bay néi chung 1a thir rat kho chiu. Va mot khi toi da ndi rét rd rang rang t6i mubn ngdi canh 1i di, thi tén thu ky s& phai nghe mot tran si nhuc t6i
chd ngdi canh ctia s6 tir toi. DO 1 néu nhur t6i ¢6 thur ky.

T6i s& chi ngdi ddy va udc khong c6 ai chiém ghé & canh 16i di. Nhur vay t6i s& khong chi cé durgc chd ngdi Iy trong, ma con ¢6 thé ngl & tur thé gin-
nhu-thodi-mii voi hé qua khong the tranh 1 mdt canh tay € ran, hai chan cimg do va va nude dai dong kho noi khée miéng. Ngay trurde miit nhitng
ngudi hoan toan xa la. Qua 1a rat an tugng]
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Ban dirng hiéu nhdm. ... tat nhién nhin ra ngoai cira s6 rat thi vi. Nhung di lai 1 gi nao? Toi phai xin phép mbi lan can di vé sinh? Chz“mg khéc nio can
gidy thong hanh dé di lai trong trrong hoc — con t€ hon the. To1 phai xin phép mdt ngurdi hoan toan xa la. Vi giay thdng hanh, t6i chang lam phién dén ai.

Con dé dén phong vé sinh trén méy bay, t6i phai néi nhitng ciu xi giao vé van, va bude long phai nhin vai xin 161 v&i mot thiing cha dang phi phuc trén
tay vin ghé. Sau d6 hén s& nhém Ién vira du cho t6i len qua. Hén s& thé dai khi ngdi day, ching ban tim dén viée gip t6i cam thiy b6t toi 101, ngugc lai
s& t6 thai d6 kiéu: “Oi, nhimg chiéc xwong gia nua ciia t6i. ..” That rac rudi— trir phi hin da trén tdm chyc tubi. VA tat nhién 1 khong phai, hén chi don

gian 1 cam thiy buc boi thoi.

R0i dé gop phén vao viée xiic pham thanh danh ctia chinh minh trong lic len ra khéi c4i hop diém “‘chura bao gio rong réi hon” dy, t6i s& vin kén an vai
xdc xo cuia chice ghe phia trude, lanh thém cai liéc mt tir nguoi dang ngdi d6. Gio thi ke thit & khap xung quanh. Ca cac ¢6 tiep vien cling ghét toi. Toi
va cai bang quang chét tiét cua toi.

ROi khi quay lai, 01 s& phai Ep lai “vil digu” d6 thém Hin nita. Néu d6 1 hang ghé ba nguoi va t0i ngdi & gitra thi con ¢ hai hon. Chira ké dén van dé xa
giao khi di ngang qua nguoi bén canh — dua clia quy hay quay mong vé phia ho day?

Toi ghét ngdi canh cira s6. Thé nén t6i chdr doi va cau nguyén. Moi ngudi van dang Ién may bay, nhung cho t6i gio;, moi thir van 6n. Toi trong thiy mdt
¢6 nang cyc ky nong bong — ngoai tAm v6i ctia t6i, nhung trong tAm turdng tuong von cuc ky phong phii cia to1. S& la mit chuyen bay dai. Duiban di bét
ctr dau— trong nurée hay quéc té - ciing ludn gip mdt ¢d nang néng bong, Ho ching bao gio ngdi canh ban ca. Ciing chéing ngdi canh toi.

yda, chuyen bay nay cing khong c6 gi khac biét. C6 nang long JAy ctia chuyén bay budc vao. Toi ding hét mudi phan cong luc dé 16i mdng €O nang
dén chiéc ghé canh minh. Khong hiéu qua. Nhung ¢6 nang da cudi voi toi — it nhét thi toi cam thiy vay. Ciing ¢6 thé ¢6 nang cudi voi ngudi tiép vién
hang khong vira dura thém cho minh mt chiéc chan. Chac vay.
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Chuwong 3: HEAVEN

Néu ban thiy t6i c6 vé on trude viée bi chong phan b, thi d6 1a do 6i da rat ¢b ging. Khong phai theo cach ban nghi dau. Thuc ra, ti khong két hon.
Chang ¢4 ai phan bdi t6i ca. Toi chi m6i dinh hon. Bam cudi s€ dien ra sau muoi tam thang niva. Toi hay m nhimg bai tap tam Iy nho nho nay dé chuan
bi cho chinh minh trde bat cir dicu gi ¢d thé xay ra trong doi.

Khoéng may 13, ban xen ngay vao lic to1 dang & ngay chinh gifrq mot cudc luyér} tap, vay nén ching ta phin ndo da c6 mot khoi dau toi 6. TQi van 1 toi,
va moi thir t6i k€ vdi ban cho dén trude khi chuyén sang vu chong-phan-boi deéu Ia thét. Chi phén sau l khong. Hinh nhur d6 1 doan ban xuat hién, vay

vps

nén ndi ding ra ban ching biét g v& t6i ca. Nhung ban phai thira nhin viéc t0i giai quyét moi sur khéa 6n.

To6i nghii minh rat nhdp tim vao bai tap. Néu chura bao g0 tap luyén va dat minh vao tinh hubng bi chdng phéan boi, t6i s& khong biét phai dbi nit voi su
viée do thé ndo. Nhung may min thay, hién gios t6i da chuén b sin roi.

Vay hiy bét dau lai ndo. Toi van i Heaven Albright, van hai muroi nam tudi. T6i cao mdt mét sau muroi tim, ning khoang nam muroi chin kilogram. Hoic
ndm muroi bay kilogram vao ngiy dep troi. Va nim muroi chin kilogram vio ngiy “dén d6”. Nam muroi chin kilogram néu tim trang toi sa stt hoac tu
chiéu minh hoi qua véi céc thir nhur reou, pizza hoic banh quy kem Hau hét thoi gian 1 nim muroi chin kilogram: Téc vang sdm pha 1n ndu nhat va dai
vira phai. Vang kiéu thudc nhudm mua ngoai cira hiéu. Hoang da, ba mau, nhung khong phai theo kiéu punk rock[1]. Ciiing khong giéng my éng. Um,
d6i khi t6i ¢6 thé ning t6i sau muroi mbt kilogram. Va chiéu cao do bang thude B mot mét squ muroi nim

[1]’ Thé baj nhac rock phat trién tir niim 1974 tai Hoa Ky, Anh va Uc. Céc ban nhac punk tao ra thé loai nhac nhanh, sic bén, thuong 1a nhiing ca khiic
ngan va thiét bi don gian.

T6i uon cho ring minh ¢ cp ma khé phiing phinh, nhung cudi ciing t6i ciing da thdy lp 16 chit xuong gd ma. Khéng phai bang cach hop mé lai khi soi
guong dau nhé. Toi chura bao gio lam viée do.

Bit cir khi ndo rira tay trong mdt nha vé sinh cong cong, thi chin trong mudi phy nit dimg canh t6i déu hép mé lai trong lic soi grong, Bon ho kim cai gi

vy chir? C6 ging dé trong mianh mai hon? Nhu con ca 4y 4? Hay Zoolander[2]? Néu ho khong thé giir dwoc khudn méit d6 khi ra khoi nha vé sinh, thi
baitap c6 y nghia gi? Néu chi dé cho vui, thi, duoc thdi, t61 hoan toan ting hd.

[2] B phim hai vé& anh chang siéu mu ¢6 tén Dereck Zoolander.

Khi n6i ring viée két hon t€ hai, 161 khong ¢6 ¥ 1a t& hai, thdm chi cling khong thyc su biét n6 ¢6 t& hay khong, Toi da nghe ca nhitng diéu hay ho 1an t&
hai. Camxiic cua t6i vé viée két hon rat 1an 1on. Nén noi 14 rét loan xa. Cha me t0i chia tay nhau trude ca khi t6i hiéu chia tay nghia 1 gi. Vay nén, tuy
miéng van n6i nhur ding rdi, nhung t6i chiing hé ¢6 kinh nghiém gi v6i hon nhén hay song thén két hon, chir dimg n6i gi tdi hanh phic vo chdng,

Ky trc dau tién cua toi vé co thé nam — nit vira di dé kim chan t6i suot nhiu nam trung hoc.
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Khi t6i khoang tim tudi, Pete, cdu bé hang x6m bén kia duong, timg quanh quin bén ngoai nha t0i nhiéu g ién khong chan. D6 khi t6i cling ra ngoai
choi. Dai khi thi khong, Cau ta theo dudi khdng mét moi, va vdi toi. . . kién tri lai thirong hiéu qua.

Ngay no, khi t6i dang hai hoa tir viron nha hang xém dé lAm b6 hoa cho me, Pete theo t6i sudt nita gio ma khong ndi o1 ndo. Toi méic ké cau ta.

Khi t6i bt dAu vé nha, cAu ta cudi cling ciing én tiéng, héi lat nita toi c6 am gi khong, Toi tra i réng minh s& ra ngoai an t5i ciing cha. C4u ta héi minh
cd thé di cing khong, T6i dong y.

Trén duong téi nha hang Santo Pietro’s, ching t6i ngdi & bang ghé sau trong chiéc Carmaro ctia cha. Ban i ctia cha, Sandra, ngdi & ghé trurde cling mai
toc vang rat dai, nhiing lon toc ¢d gan long vii. Digu duy nhat t6i c6 thé nghi dén lic ndy 1a mon banh my xoan nuéng bo chiing t6i s€ an tai nha hang,

Toi khong thirong xuyén gip cha. N6i mon banh my bo t6i con quen thude véi tdi hon cha thi cling khong sai Thé nén t6i ngdi mo mang vé mon banh
my, con Pete thi ¢ ging khién t6i chi y. Sudt chuyén di, t6i ¢d ging cham hrdi t6i miki.

“T& sé cho cau xem cua t& néu cau cho t& xem cua cau”, ciu ta noi
T61 nhimn vai, l& ludi voi ciu ta.
“Céu khong mudn sa0?”, ciu ta hoi.
“Td wira cho ciu xem déy thoil” Toi n6i, lai the ludi An niva, lan nay con tron mit that to.
“Khong phéi ludi”, cdu ta ndi. R)i cau ta nhin xubng, tay dén din khoa quin.
“Khong thich”, t6i dap, tur hoi con bao lu nita thi dén Santo Pietro’s.
“T6 ctr cho cau xem ciia t& vay?”, ciu ta dé nghi.
“Puoc thdi”, t6i nhin ra ngoai cira s6, xem cha 1i xe qua nhitng khiic ngot, ngd 1& trong hém nii.

Khong hé chin chir, Pete md khéa quin, 16i ciia quy ra, tham chi con chiing thém md chiée nit cai phia trén. Cir thé ma Iy n6 ra. Nho xiu. Gidng mot
ngodn tay Ut dat nham cho.

Nhung quan trong hon nita, rdi t6i chi con chit xiu xiu nita 1a dung duoc t6i miii: Toi ¢b thém ln nira, rang dua ludi €n, vaon En, En...

Réi, BUM. Tir phia trude mot tiéng sém]dlién chiéq xe rung chuyén. La cha t6i dang gam Ién. Toi khong nh6 ong n6i gi khi bt gip Pete thong qua kinh
chiéu hiu, cing thir ctia quy 16 16 nhur thé con vit Bac Kinh treo trude cira nha hang Trung Hoa. Toi chi biét 4m thanh ctia 6ng thire swr da khién t6i nga
nhao khoi gh€. Téi tin hom nay, chi can nhin thay thir ay ctia dan 6ng 1a tai t6i lai dau nhirc.

Cha quay xe lai lién ttrc khéic, mang Pete v& nha, sau do dua t6i v&. Khong con banh my bo t6i nita. Toi budn chét di dugc!
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Chuwong 4: BRADY

Va hin dén. Thing cha chuan bi chiém chiéc ghé canh toi. Chd ngdi gan 16i di ctia toi. Ching thé nao ¢6 tdi hai cd ning xinh dep trén chuyén bay nay.
Chéng thé ndo, voi c4i van ctia toi. Van may, mt tir rat twong dbi, vi gin ddy t6i ching c6 chit may niin ndo. Toi véind hét nhur bo d6i may niin
Siegfiied and Roy[1]. Khong phéi theo kiéu show-dién-dinh-dam-sudt-murdi- im-ndm, ma gidng nhur cai-thir-I-ra-nén-yéu-quy-toi- lai- dang- 16i-c6-toi-
Kkhéip-noi-nhur-con-bup-bé-rach-va-phé- hity-moi-nd-yrc-ciru- vot-toi-tir-hau-dai.

[1] Bo d6i nha a0 thuat ngudi My gbe Dire duong dai.

Toi nhin vao grong va biét réng minh khong ndim trong nhém mot phﬁm trim dinh-ctia-dinh. Nhung chiic chén ndm trong S(S murdi phén trim. Hodce 6
thé I hai muroi phén trim. Nhét dinh khong ngoai i nhom ba muoi i phn trm. DAu sao tréng toi cling khé 6n. Toi du thude tic dé khong tu dong b loai
khoi cac cuge hen vily do chiéu cao. Trong mit sb truong hop, nd tham chilai a thir duy nhit gay thu hit. Khong phéi vi toi siéu cao dau— may miin

ring, t0i chi cao wira di. Ciing giéng nhur 6 mot chiée bién hidu treo phia trude nhitng vong xody tir than trong cong vién giai tri: Ban phai cao ¢& ndy
moi duge leo 1n nguoi nang,

C6 mt ¢ nang tlrng nodi voi toi rang t6i ¢ nu cudi dé thurong, Nhung c6 mit JAn ngay sau khi ca khiic Tattoo You cta Rolling Stones phat hanh, t0i
nghi nu cudi ctia minh s& thia vi hon néu ¢6 thém mot hat kim cirong gin noi ring cira, gidng nhu Mick Jagger.

T6i méc phai can bénh md y hoc miéu ta 1 “r6i loan hen ho”, dién hinh | mot loat cac mdi quan hé trung-han-cho-dén-Ju-niim, phéi chiu dung budn
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phién gam nhim, mon c4 thanh quén, va trai tim thinh thoang lai ran v

Déu tién Sarah, mdt trwong hop dic biét niing né. Nhung ching ta s& nhéic dén ¢6 Ay sau. Vi c6 dy 14 tip m6i nhit trong loat phim ddy réc rdi vé& cude
doi t6i.

Me t6i ni ring moi thir rdi s& trdi qua, nhung et nhin ba va cha ti di. ... Doi khi t6i nghi minh gip vin d& v6i chuyén tinh cam 1 do bam sinh.

Y tudng ctia cha me t0i v& khoéng thoi gian Iy tuéng 1 tim mot nghin céch dé tan huong tron ven nhitng budi tdi trong céc can phong khac nhau ma
khong n6i voi nhau mdt 161 ndo, du can nha 61 16n 1én chi c6 diing ndm phong trén dién tich hon bon trdim mét vudng,

Cha t6i n61d6 Ia do t6i chura gip ding nguoi, nhung doi khi toi ngh ¢6 thé minh da gip nang den ndm lan, song dén cubi cing, lai nhin chim chidm ban
ctia nang sudt budi tdi va 1t ¢d ndy di choi. Rdi ¢6 ta s& chém tir vi ctia t6i tam muroi d6 dé di tay long ving kin — cai noi ma t6i khong doi nao dugce
trong thiy duoc.

Nhung d6 khong hoan toan la 16i ctia t61. T6i ¢6 rat nhiéu hra chon ciing ngu ngde va phii phang khong kém. C6 Jill Perczyk — ngum chia tay véi toi vao
ngiy dau ndmmoi, ba tuan sau thi goi cho t6i dé hoi gia chiéc dau DVD t6i mua ting hdi Giang sinh. Ly do 1 ¢6 nang khong thé quyét dinh duoc mire
gia hop ly dé diang ban no trén Craigslist.

R&i Qén Courtney Goodkin — ngwoi da méng t6i thé tham vi quan tim dén con ché ciia ti hon nang, sau d6 dé thé hién ban chat thire sw bang cach dé
mot 0 banh chocolate den nang dén gan béy lang trong i xach tay canh girong chi cho ctia t6i vao mot démng. Mén qua duge nd nhiét tinh urdng thy.
Két qua I t6i mt ba muroi giy khong ngii cling nam trim do cho béc sithi'y. Va Courtney tré thanh modt ky trc budn vui lan 1on trong long toi.

Tiép theo Ia Wendy Richtor — tn va nguoi khong thé hop nhau hon duoc nita. Néu mit trdn dong d4t tan khdc dugc tinh 14 tam d richter, thi con dong
@At Wendy s& 1a muroi hai d6. Nang rat dep. Mai toc xoan dai, vang 6ng 4, lan da trang nhur sita. Hai canh tay dai yéu diéu clia nang hét nhur thanh keo
vani, va cam gidc chim dém trong vong tay d6 ngot ngio hon bét cir thir duong ndo t6i timg duoc ném qua.

Toi gip nang tai budi hoa nhac ctia Pearl Jam Qua dung 14 dinh ménh. Téi yéu Pear] Jam, nang ciing yéu Pearl Jam. T6i yéu nang va nang ciing yeu toi
Qué hoan héo! Ching khéc ndo Eddie Vedder da dem ching t0i dén v6i nhau. Eddie hat nhimg 16 ca ma t6i wéc minh c6 thé n6i véi nguoi con gai ma
61 nghi minh s& khong bao gi gip duroc. Rdi nang xudt hién va hat theo timg tir. Va Pearl Jam ciing ching ¢6 i ghé g6m hon nhitng nguoi khéc. Toi
nghii ching t6i thich 1 chinh minh, con ho cir 1 ho. Néu t6i ¢6 thé ngimg thoi gian lai vao khoanh khéic trong sang va ngdy tho cudi ciing, thi d6 chinh 1
lic nay.

Wendy sui 4m trdi tim t6i, doat Fy niém tin tuéng noi t6i, cham dén tim hon t6i, va cham dén nhiéu noi khéc cia t0i nita. Ngay sau khi ching ti ngit
voi nhau 1an dau tién, nang ngang dau nhin t6i vdi d6i mat bd cau mau chocolate day tin twong va ndi: “Em bi mun rdp. Em nghil anh nén biet”.

“Toi nghi dy [ chd cuia t67”, gi xam pham kia ndi, va t6i git dau khi hin an toa. “T6i d Marc.”

“Brady.” Ching t6i bét tay. Ban tay ctia hdn trong nhu chiée banh kép ngoai ¢&. Toi da ndi toi ghét vi tring chua nhi?

Gios thi t6i mudn di rira tay. Toi khong phéi bj 4m anh dir doi gi cho cam, va khong dinh t6 ra dm yéu, nhung duong nhu & dy khong thé hit thé noi,
khong khi toan I thir tai che. Can ban n6 la mot xudng vi tring, t61 khong thé chap nhén viéc méc bénh khi vé t6i nha. Khong phai vi toi ¢ viée gi quan
trong dau. Ma thyre ra, t6i cam thdy. .. the 1 durdi. Ching c6 viée gi xdy ra, ma t6i lai phai lam to chuyén. Lay Chua, t6i muon rira tay. May bay con
chura roi cong ma phong v¢ sinh da cd nguoi vao roi. Toi s€ rang nhin va chd vay.
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Chwong 5: HEAVEN

T6i khong phai ngudi hay 1én danh sach. Téi khong qué ngin ndp. Toi khong phai kiéu moi nguoi goi i “ba c6 gid”. Va toi dirt khoat khong phai kiéu
ngudi ra dau bang tay khi ai ni toi a “ba ¢ gia”. The nén, trong doi minh t6i chi ¢ hai danh sach chira cac thong tin nho nho ve viée t6i a ai. Khong
nhicu, chi mdt it thong tin.

Mot danh séch 1a “Nhirg nguoi toi ghét”. Céi con lai 1 “Nhing ngudi khong duge mdi dén dur tang 1€ ciia o7, Toi timg cap nhat va chinh sira danh
séch “Nhitng ngudi toi ghét” kha thurong xuyén, nhung thue sy I, da nhiéu ndm né khong duoc cap nhat nita. LAu t6i mirc toi thim chi chang biét nd
n3m & dau va ghi tén nhimg ai. Ngoai trir G. E. Smith. Toi biét han chic chén co tén trong d6. Vay nén toi ¢6 thé thoai mai ma ndi ring, danh sach da
khong duoc cap nhat ké tir lic G. E. Smith con trong ban nhac Saturday Night Live. Toi khong quen gi ndy, phong trurong hop ban dang thic méc. Toi
chi ludn ghét cai kiéu héin ctr chii vé phia camera nhur mdt bd xwrong dang 1én con vdy.

Convé wu tang I& thi khong bénh hoan nhur ban,tlrc’mg dau. "1:6i khdng bi bénh, cling khong mudn chét. Thye ra t6i dinh séng mdt cude doi rat dai. Chi
phong khi mdt tai nan ky la gi d6 xay ra, t6i muon cé sy chuan bi trurée.

T6i mudn bao dam mdt sb ngudi s& khong xuét hién va gia v ring ho 1 ban ctia t6i, 101 t6 vé budn ba ndy no. Toi phai murdng trong minh s& trong thiy
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moi thir i trén cao, va viée chimg kién nhimg nguoi t6i ghét gia v dau budn, mét mét s& khién t6i tirc t6i phét khing mét. Toi mudn duoc tan huong
tang Ié ctia chinh minh. T61 nghil minh it nhat cling xtrmg dang duoc nhur vay.

Cude sbng khong phai lic ndo cting thuén theo cach ban ky vong. D61 khi ban budc vao nha hang va mubn 3n salad, song cudi cing lai an banh khoai
tay ran va mon sandwich Reuben déy dau md. T6i hoc truong Emerson. Toi tot nghiép ctng lic hai chuyén nganh Kinh t€ hoc va Khoa hoc Chinh tri
Sau khi tot nghi€p ctr nhan, t6i lam viéc cho mot trong nhitng cong ty PR hang dau tai New York — chuyén vé gidi tri.

Quan h¢ cong ching va kinh té - chinh tri ¢ lién quan v6i nhau thé ndo khong quan trong, nhung trong hoc ky cudi cting, t6i bi tir chdi thyre tap tai van
phong chinh phi, nén r6t cuje danh thire tap tai cong ty PR nay. Moi ngudi & d6 quy men t6i va dé nghi t6i lam viéc chinh thire sau khi tot nghiép. D6 Ia
cong viée ma tdi vui vé don nhan. Trong vong ba nam, t6i dugc lam viée voi tat ca cac khach hang 16n cta cong ty. Trong vong bon nam, thu nhip cua
t6i Ién ti su con s6. Hién gio t61 song trong mdt can hd cuc xin, c6 hin dudng lén tang thugng,

Trong Itic chudn bi mdt budi ky tang séch 6n cho mdt khéch hng — Tommy Lee ciia cong ty Métley Criie — t0i ¢6 du Iy do dé tin réng minh | mdt c6
nang “tuyét vor’ sap trd thanh hon thé.

Péy, chinh 12 t6i. Hai muoi ndm tudi. Mot nhan vat im PR ¢6 chit thé fyre va sap két hon.
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Chwong 6: BRADY

Hoa ra, Marc va t6i déu bay t6i du Hoi nghi mnhac South by Southwest. Dy chinh I noi ns moi ké v danh trong nginh dén dé nhan ra minh thyc sur
1h6 bé dén ¢& ndo bén canh cac ngdi sao va nhitng con ngudi co dau 6 thye thy. Noi nay dwong nhu day riy nhitng ngudi nhu thé. Va day I mot hoi
nghi doc Iap. Dii khong gidng nhu Rolling Stones dang biéu dién, ho van chinh I nhitng ké thdng tri thé gidi ctia t6i. Toi ludn roi di voi cam giac nhu mot
3 ndng dan, wéc gi minh c6 nhidu hon mdt x6 cam dé ¢ thé khao chuyén.

“Pi sdém mot ngay ha?”, Marc hoi.

7

“Lan d4u t6i South by Southwest?””

“Nam ndo t6i ciing t6i, ké tir lic ¢6 s kién”, ti thi nhan.,

“Tuyét that, anh ban. C6 thiy gi hay ho khong?” Py chinh x4c 1 cude dbi thoai m t6i khong mudn n6i véi mot nguoi hoan toan xa la. Bac bict la ga

ngudi la trong gin nhur giéng hét toi. Khoang ba muroi méy tudi, to¢ hoi thira — du chua ai trong hai ngurdi ching toi mu6n thira nhin chuyén d6 — va an
méc nhur mot dira tré chura thanh nién. Ao thun in hinh ban nhac, so mi khoac ngoai ¢6 cai nit xu xi nhung kha ngiu. Quén jean Diesel. Gidy vai.

“Cé may show ciing hay”, t6i d4p. “Phan Ion thi chan chét”.

“Ra thé.” T6i vo ciing mudn thoat khoi cude trd chuyén ndy, nén bén deo tai nghe va cimné vao chiée iPod dang tin ciy ctia minh. Toi goi nd |
“MyPod”.

Toi khong mudn ndi chuyén voi Marc vé nhitng ban nhac tim phio chi c6 mbi mdt bai nhac hay — nhitng tén hét live do t& nhung lai dugc bao chi khen
ngoi. May ké tung ho d6 cha biét quai gi vé 4m nhac, nhung lai cho ring minh nén thich cac bai nhac nhu vay. Khong, t6i khong mudn ndi vé viée do.
Thyc ra t6i ching mudn ndi gi hét. Vay nén & day, ching t6i im céi viéc kinh dién 1 khong mudn bi gi dién khing ngdi canh am sat trong gidc ngi,
nhung ciing khong mudn qua than thién dén mirc khong thé dep cau chuyén sang bén va phdt k ho trong phén I cude hanh trinh.

“Cat Power khong hay sao?”, Marc hoi. Lai thé 101, “T6i khong thiy Liz Phair tai show ctia Cat Power. C6 é}f dimg trrde mit toi, niic chiée quan jean

b6 nhat cau tirng thiy. Bdng dung c6 nang tur s& soang minh. Thé c6 Chia, anh ban. Ping i nhur mo. Nhur thé t6i da xui khién ¢6 ning tir s& mdng minh
ay. That su la qua dep!”

To6i khong thich nhay miia Eim. T6i kéo chiéc iPod ra rdi {ip tai nghe 1én, liéc nhin ¢6 nang ndng bong no mdt cai, sau d6 yén vi chdr chuyén bay. Va roi. .
Marc 16i chiéc iPod cua hén ra.

Ngay lic d6, toi nhin k§ mot hrot khép mdy bay va bit dAu phat hoang, TAt ca moi ngudi trén méy bay trong déu glong t0i. Ngoai trir ¢6 nang no. Khai

niém gan nhat de so sanh chinh xac I dién vién Malkovich. Toan bo iy bay day nhitng g3 khoang tir hai muoi tam dén ba muroi miy tudi, khong thé
nghi ngd ring tit ca déu tur trdng trong minh 1 nhan vét chinh trong tiéu thuyét ciia Nick Hornby.

Tét ca déu trong gidng nhau, &n méic giong nhau, ndi chuyén giong nhau. Tt ¢ déu deo iPod va cAmtap chi Q Magazine. T¢ hon nita b, t6i biét hiu hét
bon ho, hoac biét ho 1 ai, hoac quen mdt ai d6 ¢ quen ho. Tat ca bon ho han ciing déu nghi minh c6 co hi vdi ¢6 nang ndng bong kia.
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Bdng nhién t6i nghi t01 mdt hinh anh: Toan b may bay day nhing gi dau to miét can diél} lai cégh trong phim Say Anything, nhung thay vi nhitng hop loa
thi ho gio iPod trén dau, tyra nhur John Cusack, la om sombai In Your Eyes — v6 cting no lye dé lay long c6 nang,

Vién canh do thye sy khién ti cudi to’hét ¢d cho dén khi nhin vao ti va ring minh nhan ra minh cting c6 ndt t&' Q Magazine cling quyén sach m6i nhit
cta Nick Homby. T6i nghi, dung Ia chét tiét! Gid ma t6i c6 the xé tan nat va dot ching thanh tro bang sttc manh tdm Iinh.

Thay vao d6, t6i quyét dinh choi 6 chit. Hanh dong ndy chéic chin s& khién t6i cam théty minh vurgt trdi hon. Toi dta vdi ai cor chir? Toi chi |a mot dira tré
to xac me nhac indie rock[ 1], chién dau chong lai nhiing tap doan phat thanh hing manh. Tir khi nao ma kénh radio ¢ truong dai hoc khong con quan
trong nira? Phal ching I3 ¢ gidambién che? ba baoNnhiéu nam, sau khi tot nghi€p dai hoc, t6i mdi lai nuoi dudng thir &m nhac hom hinh nay? Toi khong
muon nghi dén thir rac rudi ndy. Pay hoan toan 1a 161 ctia Marc. T¢ hai hon nita — 14 bay gio t6i phai vao nha vé sinh.

[1] Thé loai rock cac nhom nhac tr san xut va phat hanh.
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Chwong 7: HEAVEN

Toi im viéc tai cong ty PR Schiffinan Morton. Pugc biét dudi cai tén S&M PR — mdt trong nhitng cong ty quan hé cong ching hang diu New York.
Greg Schiffiman va Lisa Morton sang Iap cong ty trudce khi t6i gia nhdp hai ndm va ¢ mot loat khach hang thuong hang,

Ban c6 thé nhin ho theo mdt trong hai céch: Mot, nhirng doanh nhan thich chinh chién, xuét séc, day nhiét huyét va tur tim 16i di cho minh trong mdt nganh
kinh doanh kh6 nhan. Hai, nhitng ke gia doi quy quyét, dam thoc sau lung nguoi khac, s hitu taim vé di dén thanh cong 1 nho chiéc ghé Pho chu tich bo
phan khach hang doanh nghiép tai Chase ctia cha Lisa. Nhung theo t6i biét, chura c¢6 cach hi€u ndo 1a chac chan.

Greg dé t6i phu trach budi ky tang sich Tommyland vi biét t6i twong d6i mé 4m nhac. Va ciiing vi anh ta da bét gip modt s6 thye tap sinh diing lic ho
dang xem bang sex ctia Pam cting Tommy tai van phong. Greg khong muon ngdi cing mit g dan 6ng ma anh ta da chirng kien canh han tu suéng cho
ctia quy bang chiéc coi tau. Tuy nhién, t6i thi lai rat phan khich trudc vién canh do.

Toi dén Astor Place va Lafayette, bi soc boi miu sic ctia hai quén Starbucks khéc nhau. Toi ty hoi néu minh dimg ngay tai diém giita hai cira hang, thi
liGu 61 ¢ bi hut vao mdt con loc ca phé va bicn hinh thanh siéu anh hing khong: Nit hoang Ca phé — ¢4 the tién hanh it nhét sau cude tranh i cing lic,
khong can ngu suot nhi€u tuan ma van tinh tdo va ha guc doi thi chi véi mdt no luc nhd nhur con tho.

T6i d4m khing dinh quyén sach s& ld mot vu chin dong kinh hoang khi t6i chen chiic qua ddm dong va nhimg nguoi him mo xép hang xung quanh day
nha. Nhitng ¢6 nang méc 4o phong in hinh bup bé Métley Criie dé 16 ngue, va nhitng anh chang véi kiu dau mullet] 1] gan nhur wra nhin. Gan nhur thoi.

[1] Kiéu toc ngin phia trude va hai bén nhung dai sau gay.

Toi bude vao higu sach Bames & Noble thi théty ban da duge don san. Nhung khéin trai ban miu hong. Cos dudi nheo hong, Nhitmg chong séch duge
bao mau hong, No hong khip moi noi. Chuyén gi véi mau hong theé nay? Tommy Lee hen ho voi ca si Pink, nhung bay v& t6i mitc ndy thi ¢é vé hoi qua.

Khi budc lai gAn hon, t6i nhdn ra dam no hong thye ra 14 ruy bang gAp doi ctia hiép hoi Phong chdng Ung thur vit. Cang lai gin ban, t6i cang cam thay
kho nudt nurde bot, va phat hoang — cam gidc giong nhur bi bt gip trdm son dudng modi Borne Bell vi keo tai cira hang Rite Aid khi toi murdi mot tudi.

Bién hiéu dai 100x75 centimet dé dong chir: Vinh biét ngwre ctia toi. Trir phi Tommy khong tir chdi phu nir mang bo ngure gia, con khong thi 1 rang ¢6
sai Aim I6n & day.

Sau khi cat luc chay quanh sudt ca ﬁéng déng hd (nhung thuc té chico ba phtt), Vt(“)i tim duoc nguoi p}}u nit minh d4 trao ddi qua dién thoai, Jeannie
Sayer. Ba ta dién chiéc quan dai cap cao, chi chira khoang nam centimet cho chiéc 4o khoac. Téc mudi tiéu, khudn mét nhon — hét mot cai mo chim

“Chao, Jeannie, t6i 1a Heaven”, toi ding chat giong ngot nhur dudng dé che gidu vé hdt hoang, “Ching ta d trao ddi vé budi ky tang Tommyland ding
khong nhi?”

“Ding vay”, giong Jeannie cao vitt. “Chiing toi dang rét trong chd sur kién ndy. Anh ta c6 vé kha buc boil” Anh mit ciia ba day théu hiéu. “C6 mubn
tham tht noi nay mot chit trude ngay trong dai thang sau khong?”

Tir “thang sau’” hét nhu chiéc stmg choc vao tai toi. Ching vang dén bay 1n trude khi t6i kip binh phuc. “Khong”, i it qua k& ring. “Ngay trong dai d6
chinh 1a hom nay. Thyec ra, 1a trong vong mot gio nita”.

Jeannie 16i chiéc Palm Pilot ra, khudn miit co ram khi nhén ra minh da mic sai Aim

“Khi that”, toi rua.
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Jeannie cau may, duong nhur 1 vi cu noi ctia t6i hon 1 vi sai st. “Han c6 ai nham En gi rdi. Toi nghi ... 6i trdi oi... chidc 2 t6i nham Ein gi r0i. Vinh
biét ngyrc cua t6i dién ra vao thang sau”, ba nhe nhang n6i thém. “Cudc chong choi ctia mdt phy nit voi ung ther wi.”

Toi hit mot hoi sau, nhin tAm bién. “T6i hiéu nhitng réc rdi trong viéc lén ké hoach. Toi hiéu ma”, t6i noi. “Co thé Tommy Lee timg c6 lic vat 1on vdi ung
thur v va viét h01 ky Ve hanh trinh diing cam ctia minh. Khi quyén sach ra miét, t6i s& rét vui néu duoc t chirc mdt budi ky tang tai day. Nhung quyén
sach Lee vira viét i vé tinh duc va ma tay, vé diém yéu cii rock & roll. Va mén stip thinh soan nhung day thoa mén khi phdi hop ba yeu 6 vi nhau.
C6 hai triim nguoi dang xép hing ngoai kia dé dugc ky tang 1én quyén sach d6. Vay nén néu ba c6 thé Iy ban in ching toi da diit va dé Ién chiée ban
ndy hodc xung quanh trong vong. .. a... hai muroi phit...”

Nhung doi it séc lem ctia Jeannie n6i voi t0i rang ¢6 mdt vin dé rat Ion. “C mdt van dé nho”, ba Ién tiéng, “Khi dat séch véi s hwong lom cho cac
budi ky tang, ching t6i yéu cau dugc giao vao ding lic dien ra sy kién. D6 1a van dé kho luu trit.” Ba nhin ra ngoai ctra s, noi c6 dam nguoi dang miic
do da. “Tai tu hdi tai sao ddm dong ting ho phong trao chong ung thu va trong lai. . . dan choi dén vay.”

Toi mubn hét to. Nhung t6i khong thé, vi lic do, t6i cin mot lidu an thin that cao va hai trim quyén sach Tommyland.

“Pay...”, ba lai n6i. “PAy chinh I viéc khién t0i bdi rdi. Greg Schiffiran giri cho t6i mdt email d& cap dén bubi ky tang, néu ngay dién ra a vao théing
sau. C6 thay khong?” Ba cho t6i xem ban in email ctia Greg, va t6i tron tron mit khi trong thiy gidy trang myre den nhur the. Sai thang roi. Vay la Greg
nham lan va ba ay cling nham theo. Nhung ngay ic nay nhitng viéc do chang quan trong nira.

“Mirco dau? Ba c6 phuong tién lién lac v6i dam dong khong?”, 61 hoi. Jeannie chi vé phia trurc cira hang. Chi loang sau, t6i da dimg bén trén buc, tay
cammirco. “Chuy, tat ca nhan vién: Ngay lap tirc trinh dién tai bién hiéu Vinh biét ngurc cua toi.”

T6i budc vé phia tim bién bang tu thé cuc ky oai phong nhur mt vj tuéng, thiy nhidu nhan vién khac dang tu tap lai xung quanh. C6 khoang murdi lim
nguol Trong tat ca déu ué oai va buc boi.

“Chao moi nguoi. Toi i Heaven Albright”, t6i ndi bang chat giong ngot ngio nhat c6 thé.

“Chao Heaven”, mt hai nguoi trong s6 ho lo dang dap lai. Mot phan tmg khong hé nhiét tinh trong budi hop vo ctng khan cAp.

“PA xdty ra m)t hiéu Am rét Ion va t6i cén cac ban mang nhiing quyén séch nity cét vao dau d6 an toan.” Gid thi duong nhur phén I6n nhig ngwoi xung
quanh dang trimg it nhin t6i. “Nhiing quyén sach nay 1 danh cho thang sau. Ngay hoémnay cac ban s& chao don Tommy Lee. Toi can bo hét nhing
ruy bang hong ny va. .. ching ta c6 thé trung bay thtr gi khac khong?”

“Ching t6i c6 mot s0 vong hoa den con thira tir dip Halloween”, mdt c¢6 gai gy tro xwong an méc kiéu Gothic, 1ong miy xo mdt chiéc ghim bang lén
tiéng.

“Hoan héo. Toi s& quay lai sau hai muroi phut niva. Khi quay lai, t6i mudn noi ny trong nhur mot hoi trrdng ciia nhitng nguoi cudng nhac rock.”

Toi lao ra khoi ctra, goi cho Greg tir trong taxi. T6i bao anh ta giri sang ddy néim muroi ban in tir van phong ctng mot thyc tap sinh. Toi roi taxi tai
Borders r6i mua hét mudi bay ban ho c6, sau d6 t6i Tower Records va cling mua tat ca cac ban ¢ day. Toi nho Karen, trg Iy cua t6i, lam di€u tuong tu.

Khi Tommy Lee dat minh — boc trong bo db da — xudng ghé. .. thi trong tay t61da c6 hai tram ban Tommyland bén canh, poster Motley Criie phia sau
lung, va mot ly latte[2] thit néng ctia Starbucks. Trg ly cia anh ta da yéu cau tir trude.

[2] Ca phé ctia Y, pha tir espresso va sita & ap suat cao.

“Clia anh day”, t6i dua cho anh ta cdc Starbucks. Anh ta dura ban tay xim trd cam Jy chiéc cdc tir ban tay khong chit mire ciia t6i, va mim cudi voi
to1 T6i nhin anh ta uong hdp dau tién.

“That nong”, anh ta gat gl tan thurdng, Va dii biét anh ta dang ndi vé ly ca phé, toi van khong thé cudng lai hy vong rang anh ta dang n6i vé& minh.

Toi quay vé vin phong, Ngay khi t6i bude vao, Lisa va Greg ngung bt cude tro chuyén. Néu méc chimg hoang tuong, i s& xem syt im king dot ngdt
do dong nghia vdi viéc ho dang noi vé t61. .. nhung t6i khong phéi kiu ngudi nhur viy. VAy nén, ngay khi Lisa budc ra khoi vin phong ciia Greg, toi coi
d6 nhur diu hiéu dé bude vao va nhan 11 khen thurong,

Greg trong thay 101 bude Ve phia minh, trén gurong mét hién lén mdt biéu camky la. Anh ta chéing hé nhin ti, chi xoay v& phia ban, du gdi va vio ban
mdt cai va cb ging che gidu vise d6. Cudi clng, anh ta mi nhin toi.

“Hoémmnay c6 c6 viéc mudn noi voi t6i sao?”, anh ta hoi.

“Cha!” T6i mo Ioi. “Mot vu vo cling Ion xon. Ho nham 1an vé théng dién ra su kién, va sap dat mot tua sach khéc. Nhung moi thir da 6n, ho ban dugc
hét cac ban sach.”

“Toi lai khong duoc nghe nhur vay. Tro I ctia Tommy d4 ¢ ddy nira gioy trude va ndi ring noi d6 hoan toan nao loan.”
“Thét dién khimg. Ho chi c6 bay ban sach trong ctra hang, khong hé trang tri gi hét, nhung ti da kip mang sach. ..”

“T6i da giri cho ¢6 ndm muroi ban”, anh ta gam kén.



“Namnmuroi la khong du. Toi da phai chay ra ngoai mua thém mdt trdm ndm muoi ban nita.”

“M&t triim nam muroi quyén sach bia clmg voi gid bia ban 162 C6 tra tién bing cach nao?”

“Thé tin dung ™ C4i i thé nay? Toi vira m6i ciru vin moi thir. Tai sao anh ta lai trung c4i théi do nay ra?
“Thé tin dung cong ty cap?”

“Ping”, t61 dap. “Greg, c6 chuyén gi ddy? Ching ta chi con hai muroi phiit trude khi doan tau bi 1at, va t6i ctru van moi thir trong thoi gian ky tuc. Toi
thim chi con chua kip tho.”

“Nay, néu co chuén bi moi thir cho dang hoang, chuyén d6 da ching xay ra.”

“T6i da co chudn bi rdil” Toi tw vé. “Day khong phai 6i cia ti. Ba giam dbc con ching biét ngay chinh xac nita kia.”
“Heaven, chiing ta khong thé dé sy viée kiéu nay tiép tuc dién ra. Véikiéu trinh d6 ctia ¢6.”

“Sur viée gi? Rang t6i phai ctru van thé dién cho anh ha? Anh gii. ..”

“Thé dién cua t6i khong can ai ctru het. T6i bi trg Iy cia Tommy can nhan muon chét. Toi s€ rat ngac nhién néu vé sau hin chiu Ia viée voi chiing ta nira.”
Greg nhin ra ngoai ctra s0, nghién rang. Roi lai nhin t61. “Téi e la khong con cho cho 6 tai Schiffiran Morton nita.”

Toi sting nguoi. “Anh dua dung khong?”
“Khong”, anh ta dép.
Tim t6i dép thinh thich. Khong thé nao. Toi nhin anh ta, ché duoc giai thich. Khéng c6 gi ca. Anh ta tham chi khong nhin vao mit toi. Anh ta nghiém tiic.

“Dugc thoi. To6i dd cay nhur trau cho anh mbi ngdy — ké ca homnay. ... nhung thoi, trén cira B tén anh m, Greg,” T6i duom bude ra ngoai, nhung ngimg
lai noi ctra. “Anh s& cho t6i gbi boi thirong nio?”, t6i xoay lai hoi.

“Ché d6 bdi thuong 1 danh cho nhan vién bi giam bién ché. C6 bi dudi c6 Iy do.”

“Ly do g?”

“Hanh kiém xu.”

“V& viée gi?”

“Lam dung ngén sach cong ty. Tuy nhién, vi ¢6 da c6 cng hién tot trude ddy, nén t6i s& khong kién.”

“Kién 4?” Anh ta dién chic?

“V& mG sach n ¢6 mua. Toi s& bo qua viée d6.”

“Anh that dung 1 tt bung”, t6i gidn dién nguoi. “Lay Chila, Greg!” T6i ham huc lao ra ngoai. “Kién sao? Thing khon!” Toi noi di to dé hén nghe.
“Heaven?”, hin goi.

“Cai gi?” Toi quay lai.

“T6i mong cd khong qué phién long”

“Anh duia 61 ddy ha?”, toi dap.

“Khong dia”, anh ta noi. Toi lai bit dau budc di, nhung anh ta hing giong. “Va t6i cin ¢d ndp lai thé tin dung ciia cong ty. Ngay by gio.”
Ban dang doc truyén Anh Chang Ngu Ngo' Va C6 Nang Ric Roi dwoc tai mién phi tai wWwv.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 8: BRADY
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Ngi trén miy bay thi khong durge m nhicu vige Eim, nén t6i bat dau nghi t6i nhitng viée minh s& réng quén vao tuan I€ ¢6 hoi théo. Chéng han nhu sy
thét rang Sarah s& don ra ngoai. Um, cling khong dting, T6i mbi [a nguoi don khéi cin nha, con Sarah thi don ra khéi cude doi ti. Sarah khong muon
chia tay, nang ttr choi don di, vay nén t6i 1a ngurdi ra di.

Gidng trong phim Seinfield — khi George ¢b ging chia tay ¢o gai nhung ¢6 ta khong chiu. Chi khac 1a 1 Iyc ciia ti khong két thiic trong vong nira gio,
khong c6 tiéng cudi thu am san, va gior thi t61 bi bude phai tir bo quyén thué ciin hd minh da sdng sudt bay nam dé don t6i mdt cin hd moi. Noi do 1 cia
01 trurde khi nang t6i va & ra van I cta t6i that Au sau khi nang roi di. L& thudng phai thé. That qua strc khn nan! Mat quyén thué nha. ... chir khong
phai mat Sarah.

Ban c6 thé hoi vi sao i lai c6 thé tir bd quyén thué nha. Toi s& ndi thé nay: Ban chua giip Sarah m thoi.

Marc chi cho t6i thir anh ta dang nghe bang iPod. Ted Leo va album Pharmacists. Chiing khién t6i bimng tinh khoi khoanh khéc ngén ngii quén Bing vé
chuyén bay tron khéi dia ngyc. Toi khong mudn 1a Marc. Téi chang ¢6 gi giong ga ca. Nhung album ctia Ted Leo thuc su hay chét di duge. Khi that!

Cén phai lam g do6. Uutiénsd mot trong danh séch’]a headphone mdi. Téi s& mua mot cap headphone Sony Noise Cance}ing méau den thét to. Nhur thé,
s& chang ai biét t0i dang nghe bang iPod. Soi day trang nay da lam 16 hét ca. Nhung vé sau s& khong the nita. Toi phai khac phuc viéc ny thit nhanh.
Toi s& khong con 1a mdt trong nhitng tin d6 iPod, mdt dira xai iPod. It nhat thi mién 12 ho biét. Uu tién s6 hai la. ..

T6i chi can nghi lai moi thir. Chéng han nhur, tai sao ban ddu minh lai mu6n t6i SXSW? Dé khéam pha Cat Power? Bé chiém ngudng cap mong cta Liz
Phair? Thyc ra, t6i khong quan tim. Nhung nhitng thir con lai thi sao? Toan [ nham nhi. T6i di chi vi moi nguoi déu di. Toi tham dy dé xemai to chirc
duoc nhirng budi tiée xin nhit. Pé tu tap voi nhitng ké ma t6i van cling tu tap mdi dém tai New York — nhung cam gidc s& khac, vi gio ching toi &
Austin, Texas. Diéu ndy sé& thay ddi tat ca.

Tir sau vu 11 thang 9, ti rét hay domngo ky khi di méay bay — phong khi c6 méy gi khing b6 trén d6 mudn am chuyén xu. Thuong thi ti nhin quanh,
chon ra mt ngudi yém trg va dam ba nguoi du phong, Toi ¢6 thé thiy dugc ai co kha ning bi ném khoi may bay trong tinh hudng can thiét. Nhung trén
chuyén bay néy, thi v vong. Toi hoan toan chi ¢6 mdt minh.

bdmmot nghlen indie rock nay s& lam gi néu mot thing dién Bm chuyén xau? Cai nhau v6i n6 vé Nursat Fateh Ali Khan de 16 chan ngly Ién m chét?
Chét tiét! Néu c6 chuyén, e ring s& phai téi phién t6i. Quan trong hon nira . .. néu mdy bay tiéu ting, thi ai s& binh ludn vé CD méi mua ctia Super
Furry Animals day?

“Toi thiy Joe Levy liic Ién méy bay ddy”, Marc ni. Vay thi sao nhi? “T6i hoi xin anh ta mot tAm hinh.”

Gios thi théing Joe Levy 1 ngudi noi tiéng roi 4? Ghé gémmot ndi I, ding vay. Théing khi dt trong giong Horshack d6 xudt hién trén moi chuong trich
Behind the Music ctia VHI trong su6t nm ndm nay. Chi vi hin choi cho Rolling Stones, ma chiing ta phai xem hén phat biéu vé vu Vince Nei;[ gict
Razzle, vy tai hop nghet tho cuia Leif Garret cing g3 que. Hay vu dira tré bi chét dudi tai nha Vince dy nhi? Khong, Vince mat dira bé vi n6 mic bénh, va
con cua mot nguoi khac bi chét dubi tai nha Tommy Lee. Nhung Joe Levy chéic chin 1 ¢ néu quan diém tit ca vé miy vu ndy. T6i thim nh trong dau
14 can giit con cai ctia minh tranh thit xa nhitng ké thanh vién nha Motley Criie. Néu tdi co con.

Cb tiép vién hang khong budc vé phia t6i, nghiéng ngudi t6i cing nu cudi cimg do

“Thura, ngai can gi chang?”

“Khong,” Toi da néi minh ghét bi goi a “ngai” chura nhi? C6 ta khong thiy chiéc 4o thun Mudhoney ctia t6i sao? Toi tuyét ddi khong phai 1 “ngar’” nao
hét.

“Ntit goi hd trg ciia ngai vira bat.”

“Xin 16i. Chéc chi la vo tinh.” T6i dap 8. C6 ta bén thoi. C6 ta ghét t6i mat rdi. C6 ta quay bude di, Marc gio tay chd t6i vo mot et high-five[1]. “Gi
cd?’,

[1] Kiéu gio cao ban tay va dép vao nhau khi mirmg chién thing,

“Nude da xAu, nhung t6i s& chdp ¢6 ta néu duge.”

“Toi chiic 1 c6 gai Ay s& rat cam kich viéc anh xem nhe my cai myn ctia ¢ ta.”

Toi bat iPod tré lai. Va cir dé nd hoat dong. Toi liéc lai c6 ning néng bong no. Nang biét minh c6 strc hit. Lam thé ndo ma t6i thm chi con cam thiy
dugce ca vé kiéu hanh ctia ¢6 nang nhi? Vi nang dang ¢ d6. Vi t6i 1a mot gi dan 6ng, Cham het.

Toi dam béo Marc khong phai ké xu. Ciu ta héin cling giong nhiéu gA t0i tu tap cing. Chinh xéc | dang ban bé t6i thurdng tu tap cing, Nhung t0i khong
hiéu sao trong sudt phan con lai cta chuyén bay, t6i lai ghét Marc dén toan tim toan y. C6 thé mot ngay khdc t6i s€ t6 ra thn thién, gat gu va cheén tac
chén thit mén ruou Grey Goose vdi gi ngoc ndy. Nhung khong phai hdmnay.

Hién tai, t6i khong chi phai dwong dau voi sur thit ring minh hoan toan khong c6 chit xiu dic sdc nao, ma con cam thiy ghé tom vé sy ton tai cta chinh
ban than minh. Ai ma ban tim t6i timg tham gia nhitng show dien nao? Hay viéc t0i ¢4 nhitng mon do dién tir gi? B suu tap dia cta 61 lon nhurong nio?
Hay viée 61 doc quyén sach trude tit ca nglng ngudi khac? Vira nghi ngoi nhiing di€u nay, 61 vira It quyén tap chi va trong thdy mdt miu quang cao
thiét bi dién tr mdi. Mot chiec Game Boy Advance SP. Va tat ca nhiing gi t61 nghi t6i la: Troi dat, minh nmuon céi thir chet tiét nay. Toi that sy duoc gidc
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ngo!

T6i ngdi trén taxi tir phi trurdng vé nha, cam thiy trong tii hoi com. Téi cho tay vao, nhin ra d6 14 vai tim danh thiép da nhiin nheo. Vai mdi quan hé xa
giao. Mot cude doi co lai vao manh bia cing hinh chit nhét kich thide 5,5 % 9 centimet.

May hém vira qua t6i da cAm mot m& danh thip, tt ca ching rdi s& ndm trong ddng danh thiép sin c6 tai ban im viéc & nha. Mot ddng nho nhiing
cude doi budn &, nhian nhim ma ti s& khong bao gio gap lai thém JAn ndo, vi t6i s& chiing bao gidr chit dong ru ching vao chiéc PDA[2] ctia minh. Toi
biét man kich ndy. Toi c6 ca dong danh thiép dé chimg minh. Gan nhur trong moi trurong hop, théng tin ién lac ctia mdt nguoi con ton tai lau hon mdi
quan hé thuc.

[2] Thict bi k§ thuat s6 hd tror ca nhén (Personal Digital Assistant ): La thiét bj cam tay von dugc thiét ké nhur mdt cudn s6 tay c4 nhan, tich hop nhicu
chirc niing. Mot PDA co ban thuong c6 dong ho, so lich, s6 dai chi, danh sach viée can lam, s6 ghi nhd, va may tinh bo tii.

Toi khong biét viée minh khong virt ching di 1 do ching dai dién cho mdt con ngudi thyre, hay chi vi t6i niu kéo moi thir nhiéu hon mirc can thiét noi
chung. Nhung két qua cubi cung 14 vao mot ngay Chi nhat nao do, hoac dAu ndm mdi, t6i s& xem lai ching va tu hoi, X 1a ainhi? Y 1a ai nhi? Alberson
Sound Concepts I céi gi? Trong doi minh timg lam an 1in ndo v6i cong ty lam sach thim Foan All chura? Va diéu gi khién t6i cho ring nhu cau vé sinh
tham I can thiét t6i mirc giir Ay thong tin lién lac ctia ho bén canh timg gidy timg phut?

Gic mdng qua xa xura, iu doi ctia 101 vé chiéc PDA 1a nd s& tré thinh gian phong danh riéng cho gia dinh t6i, hofic biét dau, 1 ciin bép — noi duy nhat
moi ngudi cling quy quan — va tim thiy bat cir ai chi véi vai tir khoa hozic ky tur chira trong tén. N thira hudng méu vo boc tiéu chuan tir mdt quyén so
dia chi nho, bén trén c6 dan sticker nhdém nhac Alice in Chains va Def Leppard — thir dang dan ra ra theo dung nghia den, ngay trurdc mat toi.

Thong tin lién lac trong d6 glong nhu tp hop giam dén ctia nhitng ké sdng sot trén bé, ngly cang dich gan hon t&i mép, mdi dém lai blen mét mot it theo
ting con séng lon. S6 con lai cudi cing ciing nhay duoc 1én bor an toan. ... 1 chiéc Rolodex[3] déu tién ciia t6i. Gioy thi phan nira trong s d6 ngdi chong
cho, bj bo mic va dang khat khao dugc chi y dén. Chiing hoan toan bi cach ly khoi nhing ngudi anh em ctia minh trong chiéc PDA.

[3] La mot thiét bi xoay chira cac phiéu muc luc d& hru trix thong tin lién lac ctia cac ddi tac kinh doanh. Thuong goi ki S6 Rolodex hodic S6 dia chi.

The té, viée chuyén thong tin qua chiéc PDA chi nhim phyc vu cho viée lim ndi bat thém nhiéu ngd cut ma t6i da dam dAu vao trong doi minh. Toi danh
ca hai tuAn sau khi mua chiéc may dé suy nghi nén Iuru thong tin cla ai, miét mai hét gio nay dén gior khac. Toi quét tén nhimg ¢ ban gai cil, ddng nghiép
cti, tham chi ngudi than cii. Hirm, ciing khong hiin cii, ma i da ra di. Nhur bac Stu chéing han. Chuyén vién tinh toan bao hiém, nguoi chdng, ngudi cha,
mot thién tai ban thoi gian.

Stu Gilbert | ngurdi béc t0i rét yéu mén. Ong c6 phan thich c6 ddc, nén t0i khong danh nhicu thoi gian & canh dng. Nhung bét et khi ndo viée do dién
ra, thi déu tré thanh mot sy kién.

C6 mdt bubdi t6i khi t0i con bé, ching t0i ra ngoai an bita com gia dinh tai nha hang mon &n Trung Qudc tén Wo Hop tai Pho Tau[4]. Toi khong thé ding
dtia thanh thao va phat cau. Bac Stubén ly diia ra khoi boc gidy, gap cai boc thanh mdt hinh vubng day, dét vao gitta hai chicc dia, roi bude déy thun
quanh cho d6. Két qua 1a t6i co mot doi diia tién-nghi-dé-st-dung, khong doi hoi nhiéu kha ning phoi hop hay thang bang ctia ban tay. Ong qua thét 1a
mot anh hing!

[4] Nguyén van: Chinatown.

Mot 1an khac, khi toi dang & nha ong, ong dt t6i vao phong tim dudi ting ham. Téi thdy nd xuat hién véi 16p gidy dan twong ma bot vang, va ngiri thiy
i nurée tieu th dong tlr ca ngan nAm

“T6i ddy ndo. Thay cudn gidy toilet di”, dng noi.
“Nhung n6 con chua hét mi”, t6i dép.
“Ta biét”, ong n6i nhir mot s phy Samurai nhin nheo.

Toi thén trong théo cudn gidy, bd cudn moi vao thanh dd, rdi bo phan cudi ciia thanh 6 bing ngdn céi va ngdn tré, sén sang himg chiu ct kep tay. Ban
biét ct kep d6 rdi ddy. Gan nhur khong thé ndo tranh duge mbi khi thay gidy, bat ké ban nhanh tay va tha rén rén dén ¢ ndo.

“Ha!” Ong Ién tiéng, duong nhur dé tang thém kich tinh cho ndi dau ciia t6i. “Gior thir cai ndy di.”” Ong chia ra mdt thanh d& cing ¢, nhung ¢6 duc 15,
dinh vét keo, bi mdt cai moc 40 udn cong x6 qua, nhur thé né | mdit xau thit.

To6i nhin 16, roi nhin bac Stu, ty hoi am thé ndo dé gin thir nay durge, va liéu c6 gin duoc hay khong, Ong Ry n6 khoi tay t6i, xiét chéit mdt dau moc 4o,
khéo Iéo ludn né qua mdt cudn gidy moi, va dua toan b ching vao khung that de dang. Toi khong hiéu ni. Nhung thir nay vé sau s€ bién thanh thanh
dd cudn gidy toilet Cushion Spring Pinch-Proof.

Ong dang trong tién trinh gianh lay bang sang ché va tiép can mdt nha san xut Ion vé thanh dung gidy toilet, nhim quang ba 10ng 131 san pham cai tién
nay. RS rang la y tuong do hoi giong mot cude cach mang. Va thay vi nhin dira con tinh than cta Ong cit xén doanh SO tr sO mau gia 43 kep-tay d vo

cung thanh cong, ngudi ta wu tién chon cach don gian i mua Gt nd, rdi dim sdu n6 vao bong ti dia nguc. Khong vin dé gi. Ong da tich cop duoe mot
mo tién I va tiép tyc tién dén ngudn cam himg moi.

Mbi quan hé gitta chiing t6i gin bo t6i mirc sau khi dng mét, t6i nhan dwoc tm ngan phiéu ba muroi nghin d6 la cling mdt mu gidy viét tay: “Tién Bm



von cho thir Am nhac nhiing xi ma chau van nhic t6i sudt. Yéu chau, bac Stu.”

Thé nén viéc x6a tén béc Stu khéi chiéc PDA  diéu khong bao gios t0i nghi t6i. Cho dii & kha néing lién lac dugc vdi bac béng nhimg con s t6i con lru
1a diéu hoan toan bt kha thi.

Nhung nhiéu miu thong tin khac it nhiéu duoc gt lai chi d& bién minh. Thire ra x6a ching di ciing ching khé khiin dén vy, chi i t6i khong thé nao
xubng tay. Aima biét duoc, nhd lic nao d6 mot trong s ho bdng trd nén quan trong thi sao? Nh con ch6 nha hang xomnao d6 non ra chiéc gy, va
01 c6 nhu cAu tha thiét can t6i Foam-All thi sao? Vay 1 hién gio, t6i dang nhin ¢am dam vio cac mau thong tin lién lac tir sy kién SXSW, can nhic toi
viéc cho chiing budc vao Danh ba Hdi truong Danh vong cua t6i.

Mot s6 trong d6 1 t6i tir gidn. Ching goi cho c4i toi kiéu ngao ctia t0i nhé réng tat ca moi ngudi tai hdi théo déu dang trén da tién t6i thanh cong,
trong khi t6i lai nic ket tai vach xuat phat — vi quén mang theo gidy chay. Toi nira mudn dep quach hét may thir nay di. Han la viée luyén tap da day t6i
rang moi nguoi déu dén r6i di. Co I dieu do 1a hoan toan chinh xac.

Vay I t6i bat dau xem qua céc tim danh thlep Chura gi t61da quen mét it nhit mot phéan ba trong dam nguoi ndy. Aido timg ndi: “Nguoi khac bude
vao cude doi ban vimot Iy do, mot khoanh khéic, hodc ca cude doi”. Cau ndy thidu mdt y: Mot s6 nguoi bude vao chi dé cho ching ta thong tin lién lac,
cho chiing ta biét réng d6i khi can phai tu tap, va tai sao ching ta lai khong goi cho ho nhi?

Ban dang doc truyén Anh Chang Ngu Ngo' Va C6 Nang Réic Réi dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.
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Chwong 9: HEAVEN

Toi dénh tuan dAu tién sau khi bj sa thai dé Bim quen ai v6i nhitg v nhac kich suét murdt timg xem hoi dai hoc. Tuan thir hai, t6i th s& dén phong tap
gymmoi ngay, nhung lai bo chay mat ngay sau ngdy dau tién. Tuan thir ba, 61 ddt ra ngan sach cho ban than, nhan thay minh da chi tiéu vurot kha ning
tai chinh, va rang t6i can mdt cong viéc méi. Do 1a chuyén ctia ngay hom qua.

Thé nén hién tai ti & boi ban. Toi lm viéc tai Temple, m)t nha hing tong hop mon Phép — Viét Nam, cyc ky thoi thurong, Toi tham chi con khong chéic
chan tai sao ho chiu thué minh, vi ti chang c¢6 lay mdt chuit xiu kinh nghiém phuc vu ban ndo ca. Tuy nhién, t6i d3 lam dugc hai thang, va dang quen dan
moi thir. Gan nhur vdy. Tién hrong kha 6n, c6 diéu cac sép toan nhitng g t6i, khach hang cling ching tot lanh gi hon.

Toi da phuc vu Demi va Ashton, Maybor Bloomberg, va Monica Lewinsky. Hin t6i nén 16i 13 I hai nguoi sau khong ng61 cung ban. Toi cling nén noi
10 1 nhitng cai tén d6 khong phai cua nhing ké t6i t& I]hll: da nhac bén trén. Thyre ra, ca bon nguoi bon ho kha lich sy, ‘tién boa ciing hiu hinh. Nhung
nhin chung, moi nguroi duong nhur déu nghil ban 1a ngurdi hau cia ho. Ma, cling ding, Nhung ho lai con tir cho minh quyén do6i xir véi nguoi phuc vy nhur
cong rac nita chi.

Toi am viée cho mot g da tréing tén Bruce — hin nghi minh 1 nguoi chiu A, va mdt gi ngudi Phap tén Jean Paul — héin nghi minh | Steve McQueen.

Bruce s& tan dung moi co hoi dé quat méng ching t61 Hin luon luon bao dam viée d6 xay ra trude mit khach hang cing toan the nhitng nhan vién khac.
Con Jean Paul. ... hau nhur chi hit thude va ngdi trén chiéc Triumph sau trim ndm muroi phan khdi — lic ndo ciing chém ché rat ndi bat bén ngoai nha
hang.

Phd ngang “nghi 1 khoi” ciia g — theo cach goi ca riéng 61— khong bao gio la viéc hay ho. Jean Paul it ra mot diéu thube, dat vao ban tay, sau do
gan Ién vanh tai trai, budc ra ngoai, won quanh chiée md t6 ctia minh nhur the chua bao gior trong thay né. Roi g tira vao 1o, lay dieu thube khoi vanh
tai, chAm Itra. G& luon ludn nham mét khi rit hoi dau tién, va luén luon nha khéi qua duong mii.

Nha hang nay dﬁy r?ly nhitng diéum bgn 6 thé 2oi 14 “amnuidi”. Thue tinh t61 khong nén ni vé ho nhur thé. Néu ho phat hién, t0i s€ bi sa thai. Nhung
méc xac. Du c6 nhu vy thi toi cling chang sao.

Hom nay Marco mang mot miéng bang che mit. Marco 1 cu chang phy ban tai nha hang. Cau ta chi m6i t61 MY sdu thang, va dudng nhu bi vudng vao
khé nhiéu ric r6i. DAy chinh 1 chang phu ban ma t6i thich nhit. Khoang hai muoi bon tudi, voi méi toc kiéu “Up ndi”” dai thuot.

Lan déu tién t6i nha hang, cAu ta mang méi toc dai toi tin mong, Jean Paul ndi véi cau ta riang néu mudn kim viée, phéi cit toc. Thé 1 cau ta cat, nhung
tr d6 t6i gio thi khong cat thém Ian nao nira. Marco dén tir Albani va thich uong rurgu. Rat thich.

It tu?mtruorc Marco di lam véi b mit twoir6i ké voi moi ngudi vé mOt phy nit cau ta gip ¢ vil truong gan khu dang song vao dip cudi tuin. Thé ky
XXI roi ma céu ta van con dung tir vii trrong[ 1] thi chiing t6i sao ¢6 thé khong chi y cho dugc.

[1] Nguyén van: discotheque.
“Nang1 rat dep. Nang 161 mubn m tinh voi 61, Thé 1 61 dura nang vé nha, rdi nang da yéu toi bang miéng.” Vén tleng Anh cta cu chang ndy khong

duoc t6t. Nhung nho mdi Chi nhat déu tham dur 16p hoc thém, nén ciu ta ngiy cang kha. “Va roi... khi toi kéo quan 1ot cua ning xuong. . . thiy nang c6
ctia quy!” CAu ta vira n6i vira mim cuoi, dén khiic cudi thi bat cudi thanh tiéng,
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Ching t6i déu thiy ngurong, lai déu tur hoi liéu c6 phai cau ta vira xem phim The Crying Game[2] lAn d4u tién khong, Nhung khong phai. Déng budn cho
Marco, cau ta chura tirng xem phim do.

[2] M6t bd phim ra mét nim 1992, trong phim c6 mdt nhén vat chuyén giéi mang dién mao ctia phu nit va co quan sinh dyc ctia dan 6ng,
“Thé cau lam gi?”, ching t6i dng thanh hoi.
“Moi ngudi nghil t6i im gi chir? Toi bao ¢ ta vé dil”

Khong ai trong ching ti cudi nhao cau ta. Y t6i 13, tht ca ching t6i déu cuoi ciu ta, nhung vin cam thay t01 nghiép cho cu ta t6i mirc do thire su khong
phai nhimg tiéng curdi 4c y. Va cdu ta ciing ching thém cha y, ciing khong hé nhan ra d6 khong phai kiéu chuyén dé ké cho moi ngudi ctng nghe tai chd
Jam viée vao sang thir Hai. Ma sang ndo ciing vay, déu khong nén. Chi ké voi ban that than ma thoi. C6 thé vAy. Nhung gio thi ai ciing biét. Chua long
Janh, c4u ta ching biét xiu hd gi ca! Trong tw trdng cia cdu ta, d6 chi i mot trong sb rat nhidu trai nghiém tai mrdc M.

“Chuyén gi xay ra v6i miéng che m¥it vay?”, toi hoi.

“T6i lam mét n6.”

“Y cau ndi lam mét | sao?”

“T6i ggip tai nan xe hoi, nén nd bi vd.”

“Y cau noi bi i vy sa0?”

“N6 bi v&!” Cau ta n6i nhu thé viéc mdt con mét “bi v&” 1a thir bién ¢6 rat binh thuong,

“Mit ciia cau Ay 42”

“N6 bi v&r. N6 ving ra va v thanh ca tri¢u manh.” Téi nhin ciu ta, nhung trude khi toi kip héi rd ngon nganh, thi mjt khich hang da vay goi.

V& sau, t0i moi phét hién ra réing Marco ¢6 mdt con miit béing thity tinh. Chinh xéc I timg ¢6 mdt con it béng thity tinh. Khi it cau ta dip vao béng
dicu khién xe, con mit roira va vo. RS rang la mt con mt nhur thé dang gia khoang bay nghin d6 la, cau ta khong du tién mua mit moi. Va nira, 1o rang
t61 12 ngurdi duy nhat khdng hé bict cau ta cd mdt con mit thiy tinh.

Toi nghe n6i ¢6 mdt Ian cu ta timg nho tay hau ban khéc cam con mit, anh chang kia bén cam— mi khong biét n6 | gi — sau d6 thi phét hoang, Toi
chua bao gio' 6 vinh hanh nhin thay n6. T6i doan ciing c6 khach hang tirng thay n6, r6i non thoe ndn thao. Viée d6 khien mot khach hang khac ciing non
theo, va dicu nay lai khién phan Ion moi ngudi trong ca nha hang déu muon ndn. Nha hang da phai dén bu cho nhitng ngudi chirng kién.

Jean Paul va Bruce gip Marco, bao cdu ta néucon ]éy con mit ra IAn nita, s bi dudi viée. Tat ca nhitng chuyén ndy xay ra trudc khi t6i dugc nhédn vao
lam. T6i Kic ndo cling bo 16 moi thir thu vi.

Thé nén dé gitip cho truong hop clia Marco, t6i iy mot binh rrou Opus One rong ¢ 16n va dan nhan én d6. Nhan ghi “Mt thiy tinh cho Chéng linh
phu ban[3]”. Néu xét t6i vu kim tinh bang miéng thi cach goi “Mt gid” ¢6 phan tim thudng, Va toi dit chiéc binh dung tién boa d6 ¢ chd dé thiy noi
qué“ly bar. Néu st ménh ctia t6i 1 giip Marco c6 dugce con it thity tinh moi. . . vay thi t6i s€ lam. Marco rét cam dong, con nit lanh [in con lai ctia cau
ta nho mot giot 18. Ching t6i 5m nhau, t6i lai con ném dong do la dau tién vao binh nita chir.

[3] Nguyén van: Glass Eye for the Bus Guy.

Hom nay t61 da nhd nude bot vao mon salad Caesar cia ai d6. Toi khong tur h:210 vé viée nay. Nhung toi cam doan voi ban. ... théng khach do that sur
dang khinh, han x(mg déng bi nhu vay. D6 1a ¢ nh6 phi dau, nhung lai nhu the tién liéu true. Han dé cho t6i tién boa | ndm do la trong khi hoa don t6i
mot trdm bay muroi tam do la. Va han con phan nan vé t6i voi quan ly.

May mén [ hin da phan nan véi Jean Paul chir khong phai Bruce. Jean Paul chfmg bao gio ban thm khi moi ngudi phan nan. Dudi goe nhin ctia gi, nha
hang hién tai da “vao guong” t6i mirc, nu ¢ nguoi khdng vui, thi ho cir viée di cho khac, cang d& chat cho ¢ day.

Jean Paul bay o dang cam trong tay diéu thudc khi tén khach kia goi g lai. Hin n6i véi Jean Paul ring ti phuc vu “kém coi” va <6 thai do bét lich sur,
réng hdn x4u hd khi mang ddi tac t6i day. Toi s& nhan 161 khi t6i lam sai, nhung thing cha ndy hanh ha t6i ngay tir phit dau tién ngdi xudng. Téi ching m
gi khién héin bi xtic pham hay phai xu h ca.

Péu tién nhé, hén biing ngdn tay khi mudn goi t6i dén ban. Khi t6i ngo 1oi mubn néi vé cac mon dic biét, hin ddo mit va tra 1o, “Puoc thdi”. Sau do, lic
61 dang ndi voi héin ctng khach khira ctia hin vé& cac mon dic biét, hin thot ra mdt cau “Blah, blah, blah’” ngay khi t6i chura dirt 1. Tho 16 khong chiu
ndi. Py, thé 13 thé nao? Puoc thoi, toi miic ké vay.

Hin luon luon v duyén nhur thé, con t6i chi biét nudt cuc tire va mim cudi. Tham chi ca khi hin I6n tiéng tuyén bb minh timg hen ho voi mdt ¢b bdi ban,
nhung d d4 ¢6 nang vi cam thdy xau hd mbi khi ¢ ngudi hoi cd Ay Bm nghé gi. Toi ién cudi khdy. Han viée ndy khién hin buc minh. Téi da tp cho
minh thoi quen mim cuoi, va d6i khi con cudi thanh tiéng khi co ngudi im qua, hodic co hanh dong ngu ngde. Toi thiy didu do khé thi vi



Doi qua ngiin dé ban tim dén nhitng thir v6 nghia. Khi moi ngudi phat hoang vi nhimg thir hiu nhur ching 1 gi, t6i khéng ngan duoc minh bat cudi. Toi
biét d6 khong phai y hay, nhung néu t6i khong cudi, ho s& chén ép. S6 hrong nhitng ké nhur thé qua nhiéu, nén du thich hay khong, bon ho dbi véi toi
ciing chi 13 trd cudi. Trong tinh hubng ciia tay khach ndy, hén khong thich.

Thé nén ti khong hé cam thiy 4y ndy gi vé vu nhd nurée bot. Han xtmng dang bi nhu vay. TSt thoi, c6 thé t6i ciing hoi hoi dy nay, nhung khong nhiéu im
So véi nhitng bdi ban timg quet thé tin dung vao k& mong trude khitra cho khach hang, thi mot chit nuée bot cungchangla gl. Gidng nhur moi thir khac
xdy ra trong doi ching ta, viéc ndy ciing chi mang tinh turong ddi, va t6i luon ¢ ging dé khong quan trong hoa vén dé.

Cam théy that kinh khing vé vu nh6 nuéc bot nén t6i goi dién cho ngwoi ban thén, Sydney, va ké cho ¢d nng nghe. C6 nang m héin mot bai dién vén
ve nhitng nghi¢p chudng, hé qua khong thé tranh khdi tir di€u t6i da lam. R6i con ndi t6i vira md canh cong chin con Il clia nhitng diéu camky t6i té.

That tinh, clnng phai t6i cam thiy 4y nay vé diéu da m hay cam thiy hét strc t6i 1bi. Nhung hién tai, t6i cho ring minh dang phai séng trong ndi so' hii
trurée nhitng diéu toi t6. Thé con & hai hon! Tir gid tré di t6i khong con dam dn trong mdt nha hang ndo nita. Cam on nha, Sydney!

skksk

“La-di-da[4], la-di-da, laTa.”

[4] Nguoi mu me kiéu cach.

- Annie, Annie Hall

“T61 khong noi chuyén véi cau. Goi dién cho t6i dil”

- Neil, The Big Picture
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Chwong 10: BRADY

Hom nay t6i trd vé can hd cta minh. Téi khi sip xoay chia, t6i moi nhé ra minh khong con la chit nhan ctia nd nita. Thé nén t6i roi di, roi khoi noi timg 1
can h ctia minh, ngay lic d6 thi dién thoai kéu. To61i nghe may.

“Embiét anh s& d6i y”, Sarah n6i. Toi ngang nhin, théy c6 4y dimg bén kia cira s. Téc bude dudi ngira, ding kiéu toi luon thich. D6 1 hdi ma & ¢6 &y
van con nhirng dicu dé t6i thich. “It toc hon. .. rd mit hon”, t61 ludn nodi vay. Toi vay tay chao.

“Em dang dinh di tni”, ¢6 Ay n6i. “Mudn co lung cho em khong?”’

“Chao”, toi ngwong nging Ién tiéng. *“Khi that, Sarah. .. anh xin I6i. Anh khong d6i y. Anh rat mét. Anh vira trai qua mdt chuyén bay dai, ddy buc boi
Anh quay vé day vi thoi quen thoi.”

“Vay sao, do khon nan. Toi s thay 6 khoa.” C6 4y treo may, dong sé}m cura s0, 101 khién t0i choang vang khi chia ca hai ngon tay gitra vé phia toi. Toi
vay chao tam biét, cam thay cuc ky, cuc ky tuyét voi vi da chia tay, r6i di v€ phia tau dién ngam

Trén duong, toi thiy mot chiéc xe ciru thuong cing dam dong dirmg xem nhéan vién clru throng than trong dua mot ngudi lén cang. Toi lic du kinh tom,
tiep tuc di. Toi ghét viec do. Moi ngudi di ch.’:im lai dé xemwvu va cham hodc dirng lai nhin chm chém vao noi xui xéo cta ngudi khac. 6 Ia sy to mod
bénh hoan, mdt nghi¢p chudng t6i t&. Ai bict duoc chir? Co the mdt ngay nao dd chinh ho s€ bi cang di, va nhiing nguoi khac ding nhin.

Tuy nhién, c6 mdt diéu t6i luon lam mdi khi nhan tlﬁy tan cudc ctia mot vu dung xe hoac mot mdi quan hé minh vira bo lai. Khi trong théy anh dén nhép
nhay trén xe ctru thirong, t6i lp tire s€ nghil t6i timg khoanh khac trong cude doi ngudi do, hodc cude doi ctia toi, dan hudng téi khoanh khac hién tai.

Cudc doi ban luén duoc tinh toan theo cach nao dé khién cho ban budc t6i trude mili xe vao ding gidy phut a ay Va ngudi lai xe cling phai dang lai chiéc
xe t6i diém do6 vao ding lic. N gay e ndy, t0i dang nght vé cude doi minh, v& moi diéu minh timg lim gdp phén dua 6i ti day. Bude khoi mot mdi
quan h¢ thit bai, mdt can ho ré tién.

Vily do ndo dé chi minh Chia cing nhitng ké thurc thi tai céc bo tra tin trén toan thé gioi moi bit, dot nhién trong dAu toi vang Ién nai Unchained
Melody ctia Righteous Brothers. Mot b‘éi hat da bi hity hoai cting véi ngh¢ thudt lam do gom— dé don chao thé hé sau, dén cting bd phim Ghost. Bd
phim t6i tirng bi ép xem cung ca nghin lan boi— ban doan xem— Sarah.

“Oh... my love... my darling. .. I've hungered. .. for... your touch...” Céu tiép theo cta bai hat ndi vé viée thoi gian trdi that chdm. C6 thé n6 s& khong
troi di cham dén vay néu ban c6 thé. .. n6i cho hét... bané... mdt... cau.
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Toi vira nghi toi lin dAu tién yéu mdt co gai vira nghi t6i mot bai hat. Ngbinha ciia gia dinh Becket. Ho i ban ciia gia dinh toi, va van con mdt tim thim
16ng xAu xi. Lic d6 t6i mudi mot tudi, Sheryl Becket thi murdi ba. Khi t6i di ngang phong c6 4y, co Ay dang mo bai Cars ctia Gary Numan, via nhay
quanh phong, vira hat theo. Sheryl khong thiy toi, nhung t6i nghi ¢ dyl L nguodi con gai duyén ding nhét thé  gioi. Voi giong hat hay nhét thé giéi. Va toi
yéu bai hat. Mac du, thye sy, d6 khong phai la man biéu dién dinh cao vé thanh nhac thoi nién thiéu ctia ¢6 dy. Khoanh khic d6 khong nhimg cho i
théy stre hit ctia 4m nhac d6i voi nit gioi. .. ma con khién t6i mudn hoc 14i xe.

Toi nghi dén 1n dAu tién hon mot c6 gai. Maggie Stanhope. C6 4 ay dén mdt miéng bang vét thong & cim de che myn. Lamsao cd 4y lai nghi rang mot
meng bang trong s& do kha nghi hon chir. Chiing t6i muoi ba tudi, dang cling choi tai nha ngudi ban ctia c6 4y — Monica Seller. Maggie dan i vio
chiéc i ctia Monica, va hon t6i mdt cai. Toi van c6 thé camnhén duge huong vi keo gdbm cua loai son mdi co ay dung,

By g radio dang phat bai Alison cta Elvis Costello. Khi dng hét cau “My aims is true”, t0i nghi t6i mot myc tiéu rat tuyét voi — doi mdi cua cd y, thit
ma t6i nén nham that chuin dé dat ny hon tring vao hong tm. Gio t6i nghi t6i 101 hira an trong ny hén d6 — cting nu hon véi moi ¢6 gai khac sau Maggie
— voi mdt hy vong giong nhau, nhung cang vé sau, nhung cang vé sau, nhitng nu hon lai cang trd thanh tham hoa.

Toi nghi t6i Jin dau tién bi dudi viée. Liic do t6i dang rira chén muroi mot tiéng mdi ngy. Ngdy niy sang ngiy khic, trong mt cin bép khong c6 diéu
hoa. Quan 4o bam dinh vao ngudi. Thir duy nhat t61 dugc uong mién phi Ia mrde soda. Khong phai soda. Nuéc soda.

Sép t6i thi thoang lai di vong quanh, nhdp mit ngumnurée soda dé dambao nd khong phai 7-UP diing chuén. MGi lan 6ng ta nhép mot ngum, i s&
quang ly nuw6e di, vi khong mudn b dinh vi i khudn hoaic céc thir chi-Chiia-moi- blet sinh s0i tir miéng Ong ta. Ngay no ong ta lai di kiém tra, nhdp mot
ngum. Toi quing ly di R4, dinh ninh trong it lAu nita ong ta s& khong kiém tra tiép, t6i rot mot cde 7-UP. Nam phut sau, 6ng ta lai nhip mdt ngum, va toi
tiéu doi, Toi dién cudng t6i mirc ngay sau khi bi 6ng ta dudi viée lién chay dén Kmart — noi duy nhét md ctra t6i qua chin gios tdi — va mua dia nhac moi
Tears for Fears[1].

[1] Nghia I Nude mét cho nhirng ndi so hai.

Khi vé dén nha, ti mor bai Mad World[2] hét Ian nay t6i an khac, i minh trong tAm trang tur thuong cam. Toi da trd thanh ké chu du don doc trong thé
gi6i day nhitng gidc mo v nat, va duong nhur khong mdt bai hat nao lai phi hop hon thé dé cing dong hanh trén chuyén di nay.

[2] Nghiia i Thé gi6i dién cudng,
Khong hiéu sao tht c nhig khoénh khéic quan trong trong doi t6i déu lién quan dén am nhac. Cir nhur thé doi t6i | mdt b phim ctia John Hughes, va
¢d nguoi phai ngdi ghép nhac nén cho hoan hao.

Budi hoa nhac dau tién ctia toi mang tén KISS. Sy kién nay dan t4i viée t6i mua mdt chiéc guitar dién, roi dan t6i viée toi lp ra ban nhac v& van dau tién
cta minh. Tir d6 t6i phat hién ra rang con gai rat 4n turong v6i nhitng anh chang choi guitar — dtt ho choi cho ban nhac cue ky v van. Piéu nay dua toi
tién t6i s nghiép nang d cho nhitng tay choi guitar khac ctng ban nhac v6 van cua ho. Tiép d6 dan t6i mdt budi trinh dién vao dém Giao thira nim
2002 tai Roseland cting mdt nhén vét xa la voi tim ly bét 6n, nhung day tich cuc bay g0, Sarah. C6 ta chay dén bén t6i vao gitta dém, doi t6i hon co ta.
Sau khi hon thi t6i song ctng ¢6 ta r6i phét hién ra ¢ ta i ké dién khing thich ndi con tam banh va la hét, dan t6i viée t6i bo ¢ ta, dan téi viée. ..

R&i din t6i ddy. Ngay chd ndy, khi t6i di xubng nhitng bac thang tau dién ngam, sau khi b hit ving ra khoi cin ho ctia ¢6 ta. Mot dudng tién rt thing tir
do toi day.

Nhung ban ciing thiy, d6 khong phéi 6i ctia toi. Toi thue ra nén két toi KISS. Hoac John Hughes.
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Chuong 11: HEAVEN

Toi qua c6 nguyet thure. Toi dat dong hd bao thirc, nhung toi khong gioi viée nay Jam, thé nén né khong kéu. Sau dé t6i vira nhin dam dam vao tAm 16t )
chd ngodi toilet, vira nghi dén viéc mua mot tam tham xit bong, r6i khong héu sao lai chot nghi t6i. .. nguyét thure! Toi chay dén bén cira s6, nhung cira s6
hudng vé phia nam, va & phia nam lai I It mdt bire twong gach — cach t6i khoang bay budc chan.

Thé I 16 hoc tdc chay ra ngoai clng mdt chiée dia gidy va c4i 161 x6 bang nhom, vi d6 1 nhitng mon d t6i mo hd nhé duge tir du 4n khoa hoc hdi Ip
bdn lién quan dén nguyét thue. Hay biét dau 1 nhét thire nhi? Ma thoi, t6i cling khong biét chinh xac nén lam gi véi ching, thé nén t6i ngdi Ién chiée dia,
10 hye bién né thanh tim dém I6t trén nén xi ming lanh ko, dong thdi cudn tAm nhém thanh dng nhom, R t6i nhan ra rang khong c6 théu kinh thi vo ich,
nén danh bién né thanh chiéc loa mini & hong Ién mt tring,

Toi thire hét nira dém, bi hién tuong nguyét thue chira bao gioy nhin thdy hip dan. Nira phén con lai ctia dém, i thire vimdt 1y do kém hp dan hon
nhiéu. Ga chét tiét ndo d6 trong tda nha cir lién tuc hét “Xin chao!” vao lic 2 gidr sang. Tir cin hd ngay bén canh can ho cia t6i. Toi khong biét i ¢6 viée
g, nhung cudi cing ciing phai dap twong va hét tra, “Yeah, xin chao! Lam on imdi duoc chua?”

Hién lai hét, “Xin 161", ROi im Bing,
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Rc‘f)i i khong thé ngit dugc trong hai gio dong hé tiép theo vi bt dau lo Fing, néll i d6 bj thiéu nang thi sao? Hén i nhu vay. L& nhu hin khong thé
kiém ché... t6i thi moi bat han im di. T6i cam thay that kinh khing, V6 cling t61 16i. Toi khong thé ngt lai duge.

BRADY

Toi qua c6 nguyét thirc. Theo céch néi ctia tit cé bao chi, ban s& thiy mot thién thach nhur thé sap dém vao ching ta. Toi nhin ca dém... tim kiém mot
ké thuc sy gay ra thir ddng nguyén rtia do.

DPéy 1 dém dau tién t0i ngi & chd moi. Noi ndy rét vang. Toi khong biét I ban chét ciia dan dng hay g, nhung ti phéi thir d0 vang tir moi goe do kha
thi cua can ho dé x.gic dinh vi tri c6 d0 vang tot nhat. Tat ca do ndi that s€ dugc giao t6i vao ngay mai, va tinh trang ndy s€ cham dat. Thé nén 61 phai tan
dung khi con c6 thé.

Con my do hoi nao d6 dép Ién twong nhur phat dién, bt t6i im lang trurde khi t6i c6 thé hoan toan trai nghiém moi tiéng vang, nhung nhiéu do ciing da
kha khé rdi. Xin 16i vi toi da danh thirc c6 cling muroi hai con méo ctia ¢6 nhé, thua co. Xil

Ngi o cho mdi c6 cam giac that la. Sarah khing khéng la t6i s€ quay lai, nhung khong doi nao chuyén do xay ra. Néu toi da bo duge mot can ho it
nhiéu tién thué chi dé tranh xa dugc cd ta, thi khong doi ndo toi quay vé ca. Toi s& khong quay lai véi Sarah. T6i khong nudn hen ho ai ¢4, cham hét.
Pay sé 1a Iac t6i duoc doc than. Hét chuyén.
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Chuong 12: HEAVEN

T6i nghil minh dang b chimg ngd doc nAm mdc. Subt nhicu théang nay t6i cam thiy nhirc nhdi, mét moi va ra roi khong chiu nbi. Toi biét vai nguoi co
nhing triéu chirng tuong tur, va hda ra trong nha ho ¢d nammoc.

C6 ban Deirdre cua 61 da phai don di vi nha 6 rmc den. C6 4y clng ban trai bi bénh subt nhiéu thang, va ngay khi don khoi d6, ho khoe honhan L&
ra c6 thé thy nAmmbc, nhung dui sao ho cling mudn chuyén nha. Toi thi khong chuyén di dau ca. Néu c6 nAm doc trong nha, t6i s& nhd nguoi tdy sach
6. Hy vong i khong dét.

Toi vira dat mua mot bd san phémkiémtra ndmmic trén mang voi gia génba nuroi d6 la tir Ngai NémMoc. Sau khi nghién clru trén mang, t6i génnhu
chac chan nha minh c6 moc den. Trang web nay liét ké tat ca cac triéu chirng, Nhitng nguoi mac bénh co #t nhat murdi triéu chirng trong danh sach sau:

1. Suy ho hép, ho, sb miii

Téi 6 ho, c6 6 mli

2. CH hong va phdi bong rat

Bi ¢ chua c¢6 tinh khong nhi?

3. Tiéu chay, budn ndn, dau nhoi phﬁn bung dudi, non nmira

Toi s& tra 1oi phit dinh cho c4u ndy, ngoai trir an n tai nha hing San Loco. Pimg bao i 4n tai San Loco.
4. Nude tiéu tdi mau

Khong, nhung nude tiéu clia t6i co phat sang khi ubng thude da vitamin,
5. Mt tri nh6, hay quén, réi loan chirc ning

Chéc chin c6.

6. Sung hach bach huyét

Khong chic hach bach huyét cia t6i ndm ¢ dau nira.

7. Nhitc dau

C6. Gan nhur moi ngurdi toi biét déu khién t6i nhirc dau.
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8. Non nao/ Trim cam

C6, ¢6, co! Thre sy, i dang cang liic cang ndn nao khi doc tiép danh sach nay day.
9. Utai

C6! Va t6i nghi d6 1a chimg 1 tai do chiu dung qua nhiéu budi hoa nhac dmi

10. Mét mdi méin tinh

Co.

11. Co giat tirng con

Khong hin. Ding 1 mdt bén mit ciia t6i timg bi co giat hin mot tuan, nhung bac s ctia ti bao rang d6 chi do cing thing ma thoi.
12. Chay mau miii

Khong,

13. D6 md hoi dém, bée hoa

Khong, nhung ti bi nhiét khi &n d6 an cay. Mén An Do khién t6i 6 md hdi nhur mdt van dong vién béng chay giai ngoai hang Ién con thém thube kich
thich.

14. Rung toc

E! Mbi lan t6i goi dau, s6 toc rung dir dé lam hin mot mai toc gia cho mdt ning biip bé Barbie. T6i ding hét hai chai Drano mdi thang dé tdy sach s toc
lam nghén noi x4 nurde. Toi nén bat dau tict kiém toc va lam toc gia that day. Neu Mattel c6 san xuat hogc ban “Barbie Ung thu” véi cdi déu troc 16c, thi
mo toc gia clia t6i s€ ban dat nhur tom turoi. Va t6i co thé dung tién d€ tra chi phi tay moc.

15. Thay ddi v& trong lwong co thé

C6. Toi tang giam trong hrong mdi ngy. Toi tang hon hai kilogram trong thoi gian bita sang va bita trura. Thét t&. Toi s& con tra 1 thém bao nhiéu cau

cd”’ nita day?
16. V6 sinh

Chéic nhu dinh déng cdt, t0i van chura mang thai. Toi c6 ding bao cao su. A thi, bon ho ¢6 ding. Trir phi... 6, tuyét! Theo nhur t0i biét, bao cao su cd
thé bi rach, va t6i chua bao gio khong c6 thai vi bi v sinh.

17. Pau tim

Chua bi.

18. Phat ban, ndi mé day, 16 loét chay méu khiip nguoi
Eo oi! Khong.

19. Tim d4p manh

C6. Thyc ra, ngay lic nay luon.

20. Tir vong trong mit vai trirong hop

Chura chét.

Vay I t6i ¢6 it nhit mudi triéu chimg, kha néng 3 mudi mt. L ra t6i ¢ thé chét uon ma khong hiéu dugc Iy do. Pidu nay goi cho t6i nhé lai quan diém
ve viéc ket hon trong vong murdi tam thang toi.

Hinh nhwr }Gi chua tirng giai thich rf) viéc gic'). Khl 01 n(')‘i minh da dinh hon, d6 chua phai 1a toan by sy thét. Toi khéng th)uc,su dinh hon. Gio thi, trude
khi ban n6i doa vi nghi t6i la ke doi tra boc dong, t6i can phai noi minh khong phai nhur vay. Vi t6i da dinh hon dé c6 thé két hon sau muroi tam thang
nita. Chi [ chua dinh hon véi mdt ngudi cy thé ma thoi.

Sau mudi tam thang nita, t6i s& trdn hai muroi bay tudi. Hai muoi bay [ i tudi ma moi anh hing 4m nhac cta t6i da qua doi. Jim Morrison? Chét & tudi
hai muroi bay. Kurt Cobain? Chét ¢ tubi hai muroi bay. Jimi Hendrix? Hai muroi bay. Jains Joplin? Hai muroi bay. Tring hop. C6 thé im. Nhung khong
hiéu sao 61 luén ludn nghi réing minh ciing s& chét & tubi hai muroi bay. Trir phi t6i két hon. Pimg hoi vi sao t6i nghii viy. Tur nhién thé thoi. D6 1 didu ma
t6i chi biét trong long.



Néu két hon, van ménh ctia t6i s& thay doi, va t0i s& séng cude doi truong tho, hanh phiic. Néu khong — thi ludn c6 tang I dang trong chd toi, ban biét 1
t01 da chuan bi san cho viéc nay roi. Nhung khong néi chuyén d6 nhé. To1 hoan toan mong doi viée ket hdn trong vong nuroi tam thang téi. Hodc 14 chét.

Dimg hiéu nhim — t6i khong tim cach 6n dinh cude song. Toi khong tim kiém ngiu nhién mdt g ria gia chi dé dugc deo nhin vao ngdn tay va gidi thoat
khoi van ménh tai wong, Phai I3 gi rtia phut hop. Va t6i cuc ky kén chon nhé! Thé nén ban cling hi€u dugc, day Ia thoi diém hét strc bap bénh.
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Chuong 13: BRADY

Toi quyét dinh son vach tuong & chd mGi béng méau xanh durong ddm N6 s& i mot birc twong 4n tuong, Mot ngudi ban ciia t6i son vach trdng miu do,
trong rat hay, va cdu ta £0ino a “bire twdng an tuong”. Toi khong thé copy ¥ tuong d6 va lai con dimg mau tuong tu, thé nén t6i s& ding mau xanh.
Xanh mrdc bién. Khong giéng mrdc bién Eim, chi hoi hoi thoi. Gidng miu xanh ctia trdi dém hon. Nhur thé s& khién t6i co himg thia voi viée gin 1én d6
nhitng ngdi sao nho da quang bang nhyra. Tuy nhién, viée d6 qua qué mia, nén t6i dan long, Chéc chi mot ngdi sao thoi. Ma thoi, khong ngdi sao ndo
hét.

Toa nha rét dep. Nam xen giita mot higu thude mo cira sudt hai muroi bon g Duane Reade va mdt higu banh nho ludn toa miii bo. Khong the tire gian vi
diéu do. Trur phi ban dang an kiéng[ 1], nhung t6i thi khong,

[1] Nguyén van: Atkins — tén mt phuong phap &n kiéng. Nguoi ap dung phuong phap nay s& han ché an nhirmg m6n chira bot duong, nhim kiém soat
lrong carbonhydrate dua vao co the.

Khong hiéu sao kha néing trao ddi chét cuia t6i rat tot. Toi doan do 1 mén qua ma Chia bu dip cho déng 16ng I4 tran lan ndm & ngay nguc. ... & mii. .. va
ca tai t6i nita. Chiia oi, thm chi ca ngon tay cing phia trén ngon chén nita. N6i ding ra, cling khong hén I tran lan trén dién rong, ma 1 di cur dan dan
nhung chinh xac xudng phurong Nam 4m ép hon.

T6i van luén nghil minh cn mdt sy nghiép méi. Toi ludn thich tré thanh nha sang ché nhur bac Stu. Toi luén ¢6 nhitng y twéng moi. Lubn luén. Va khong
phai dang y tudng trong- lic-phé-thude ma thudng s& tré nén cure ky ngu xuén khi thue thi. Va tat nhién, toi ciing c6 kha kha nhitng y twéng kiéu d6. Toi
dang ndi t6i nhitng y tudng thure sy choang vang, tuyét-voi-ong-niit-giol. Y tuong s& bién toi thanh ga triéu phii — mdt van ménh duoc dinh sin cho cude
ddi t61. Nhung mbi lan nay ra mot y tudng, t6i s& immot trong ba viée:

a, Khong thue hién nd, va dan da quén béng mét y twong do;
b, Khong thire hién n6, vé sau lai thdy né duoc sang ché bi mdt ké ngu ngde khac va ndi gidn;
¢, CAt giit n6 trong du cho dén ngaty dem ra thyre hién.

Toi 6 ¥ tuong v& chiée ban chéi vé sinh chira sin kem trong tay tir nhiéu nam trude. Toi dé méic no, va roi mot ngdy. .. khi dang hrét doc day hang
trong siéu thi, t6i thay ngay y tudng ctia minh: Ban chai San sang. Lysol Chét dam.

Diéu twong tir xay ra véi thirc an dong gbi gin kem khoa Ziploc. Timg ¢6 thoi — t6i nay thinh thoang van xdy ra — mé ban md thir ¢ minh mua, n6 s& bi
hé va khong khl tran vao. Squ do I}oag 1a ban gip tw nhura lai roi dé, cép thir bef:n trong vao cho khac, hodc ké xac n6 va an hét sach. Ngay nay, céac loai
hat, trai cay say kho, san pham ché bién san, dau diép dong géi. .. tat tan tit déu nam trong bao bi c6 khda Ziploc. D6 ciing I3 y tudng ctia toi.

Nghi Iai thi, vAn ¢6 nhimg san phém thirc sw can t6i n6 nhung lai khong tin dung. Nhuw khoal tay chién chang han. Mot khi d& md ti, thl lam gi tiép theo
day? Khoa kéo Tich hop cua t6i s€ 14 phat minh siéu pham, tranh cho nhiéu nguoi gip ric r6i vi phai an hét ca goi mdi lan dat mong xudng, Viée do s&
giai quyét vin d& béo phi & dét mrdc nay.

Vén dé 1, t0i c6 tat ca nhimg y twong tuyét voi, nhung chi ngdi tro mét nhin, xem nguoi khac kiém dwoc ca dong tién nhd vao ching, Toi uon ndi “Mot
ngay nao do...” 101 thoi.

T6i nghil ngity d6 dén rdi. Va dii phén Ion céc ¥ tudng tridu-do diroc nhéc t6i bén trén cta toi da bi thue hién, nhung t6i vin con mot vai chiéu rit dang
dong tién bt gao.

Cong viée thudng ngdy cua t6i 1 chu s¢ hitu cure ky ki€u hinh ctia cong ty thu 4m Sleestak Records, ctng voi ngudi cong sir Phil. Can ban | ching t6i
dang tai dinh hinh nén cong nghi¢p am nhac bang hang ngfi nhan sy cyc ky khiém ton. Thure t€ chi bao gdm Phil va toi.

Thoi gian cua t6i timg dugc st dung rat hiéu qua, nhung dan da. .. hirm, dé xem ndo. T6i nghe nhitng ban thu thir v& vén, hy vong va cau nguyen ring
mot ban nhac trong so d6 ¢6 thé khién minh thdy phén khich. Téi suy tw. Téi chia nhém email. Ctx nhu thé sép xép ching thanh timg myc s& khién doi t6i
bdng nhién kha kham hon. Téi thay mit ban nhac ctia minh goi dién cho nhimg ngudi minh da goi tudn trude. Toi 1n Google tim kiém vé ngure ciia ngudi
ndi tiéng. Ngure ctia nhirg ngudi ndi tiéng c6 c4i gi d6 hip dan hon ngudi thrdng. Toi én trang Hotornot.com va danh diém tt cho nhitng c6 ning béo
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tron dé ho cam théy yén tim hon vé bén than. Toi udng ca phé. Toi chd diéu vi dai tiép theo xay ra. Nhung hau hét t6i danh thoi gian dé xem ngue ngudi
ndi tieng,

Toi bude vao vin phong, Phil dang xemmbt tap tin thuc thi cu ta vira tai v, trong d6 ¢6 hinh dg?lu Téng théng Bush gin trén co thé mjt ngudi mic dd
16t. Nhan vat nay bién d6i dan qua loat hinh anh méc d0 16t, cudi cting bién thanh mdt con khi. Tat ca nhiing thir ndy duoc hién thi trén nén nhac ca khic
Freedom ctia George Micheal.

“Té cam thay hoi kich thich khi xem céi nay thi c6 gi bat on khong nhi?”, cau ta hoi.

“Co. C6 day.”

“Té dua thoi”, cau ta dong tap tin lai. Ching t6i déu biét ciu ta khong dia.

“Cau da bao gid ndy ra mdt ¥ twong ma cau biét n6 s& bién minh thanh triéu phi chua?”” Toi hoi, khong phai vi toi nghii cau ta ¢6 ¥ tudng, ma vi mudn
cdu ta nghe y tudng ctia minh.

“Ha?”

“Mot phét minh ching han”, t6i n6i. “Cau da bao gior nghi t6i thir gl d6 va néu co duge bang sang ché dbi voi nd, rdi thre hién n6, ciu sé sung suong ca
doi ay?”

“Té khong suy nghil nhidu dén vay.”
“A, ding viy, phi?”

“Thoi n20”, ciu ta n6i. m thanh vang vong trong mot gidy. Cau ta nghiém tic. Trai tim ti “v& nat” vi cdu ta thrc sur chan thanh. “Nhung t6 rét thich v&”,
cdu ta noi thém.

“Ai cha, duoc ddy.”

“T¢ dang mudn nhan mdt bing sang ché.”

“Vay a?”, cauta ndi. “Tuyét. Nghia 1a sao?”

“Nghia [ t¢ so hiru y teong do.”

“Y tuong gi vay?”

Toi bude ra cira va déng lai, du biét chéing c6 ai nghe thay. Toi lim thé dé tao chit Kich tinh. D6i khi toi lam nhig viée nhur vy, vi, nhu 6 da noi, cude
doi toi giong nhur mot bo phim Va nhitng bai hat t6i nghe, dinhién, 1a nhac phim ctia riéng t6i. Nhan vat trong phim cua t6i s€ dong ctra lai. Thé nén toi
ciing lam vay.

“Sira qué”, toi d4p gon.

“Ha?

“Sira qué”, 16 van d4p gon, nhung giong I6n hon mdt chit dé cau ta nghe durgc.

L3 g

“N6i sao hiéu vdy. Cau da ting an ngii cde Banh my Qué gion hdi con nho chua?”

“T4t nhién””, cdu ta dap cing chit ty hao ctia mot thién tai.

“Trong 6 con lai g sau khi cau an hét ngii cbc?”

“Té d6 thém ngii cbe vao.”

“Plng”, 61 cét ngang. “Nhung trude khi im vay, hodc sau khi da an xong to thir hai, cau chi con lai sita. Thir chat 1ong ngon nh ngot ngao c¢6 quyén

i que.
“Yeah, cai d6 ngon”, cdu ta ndi, mit tip trung vé phia t6i trong mdt chdc vi ban nghi t6i ngii cdc.

“T& ndi cho cau biét! Nguoi ta c6 sita chocolate, sita dau, nhung t& khong biét tai sao khong co sira qué. Mot thi trrdng bd ngo, khao khat duge tach
ra khoi ddm dong, Va cai tén Sitra qué doc Ién rat hap dan.”



“Sita qué”, cau ta chdm cham gat dau voi nu cuoi ky la.

“Sira qué”, t6i kap lai

Phil lim t6i mudn chét di cho roi. Ching ti da lam viée v6i nhau béy ném, nhung vai théing gin ddy, 0i cam thiy moi thir ciu ta im déu rt déng gian.
Giong nhu ngay lic ndy: Cau ta dang choi dién tir trén may tinh, khicn t6i buc khong the ta. L& ra cu ta phai dang lam viée. Thi t6i ciing ¢6 choi, nhung
cu ta thi choi suot ca ngay. Y 13, du chung t6i 1a cong syr ctng s¢ hitu cong ty, nhung da bat dau bang phan thira ké ctia toi tir bac Stu.

Trong ba nam qua, ching ti déu dan mét tién. Thé nén 61 nghi ciu ta can phai th6i choi tro Pong[2] di. Khoan tiét kiém cho doi t6i dang tiéu tan viao
méy thu 4m, ma cu ta lai gidu cot t6i bang cach ngdi choi. L ra t6i phéi giau 1di 4y.

[2] Viét tit ctia Ping-Pong: Trd choi bong ban.

Negoai viée tin ring s6 minh s€ dwoc giau cd, t6i cting nghi danh tiéng I thir chic chén khong thé thiéu trong trrong lai ctia minh. T6i luén udn tin nhur vy,
du ban than khong theo dudi dicu gi d€ dat dugc n6 — tat nhién ngoai trir nhitng sang ché ctia minh.
T6i khong c6 ¥ n6i theo kiéu mot g hudi bleng, rang toi-x(mg-dang- duroc-ndi- tleng khong-can-ly-do. Y 1, 6i khong thuc sy sang tao Eim, chura mdt

lan trong doi. Nhung t6i biét rang minh s& nOi tiéng vi mjt diéu gi 6. T6i mirc mbi khi chia tay ban gai trong qua khir, mdt trong nhirng suy ngi gitp toi
duoc an i Ja “Chang trai, c6 ta i s& hdi tiéc khi cau ndi tiéng”. Do khi toi c6 thé kiém soat droc hanh vi ctia minh nho nd. Khéng t6i mire I chuyén-

thuong-ngay, nhung voi nhitng chuyén to tat thi dung.

Chéing han nhur 6i luon udn bao dam néu minh c6 quay bang sex voi ban gai, thi khong bao gio dé’ 16 lot ra khoi nha minh. N6 ¢ day la nhiing cuon
bang video, khong phai c6 gi. Lay Cha, t6i dau phai Rick James hay gi khac. Va t6i luon lu6n gidu k§ dé doan chac rang mot khi t6i ¢6 duoc danh
tieng, dam béng video s& khong bi 16. Chang phai vi c6 thir gi ta dao trong d6. Khong hé. Phan I6n 1 nhitng trd tinh duc chén ngay il k§ xua-nhu-trdi-
dat. Bay khong phai c6 y rang t6i a gi nhat théch trén girdng dau nhé. Khong he. Thyc ra tdi rat thi vi. Van d Ia, tdi can bao vé hinh trong ctia minh,
the thoi!

“Du trd choi nay da duoc ca tram tudi rdi, t& van thich”, Phil n6i.

“N6 chura dén mot trim tudi dau, Phil.”

ROi c4u ta bimg tinh. “Chiing ta nén ¢6 mdt ban danh Ping-Pong & ddy.”

“Vay a?”, toi dap.

“Chdc chan!”

“Ching ta khong con sdng trong ky tiic x4 nira.”
“Ping-Pong!”

“Phil?”

“Ha?”

“Cau nghi t& s& noi gi day?”, toi hoi.

“Rang t6 nén thodi choi, vi viée d6 khién cau ngira mbng,”
“Puoc diy.”

“Brady?”, cdu ta noi.

“Gi thé, Phil?”

“T6 nghi y twomg vé sira ctia cdu rat hay.”

“Camon.”

“Va néu ciu kiém duoc tién nhd n6”, cu ta ndi, “t¢ hy vong cau s&€ mua cho bon minh mdt ban choi Ping-Pong tai van phong,”
“Hiéu y cau rdi, Phil.”

Ban dang doc truyén Anh Chang Ngu Ngo' Va C6 Nang Ric Roi dwoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(dot)Net.


http://ebookfull.net

Chuong 14: HEAVEN

Hom nay t6i nhan duoc bd kiém tra nAm mdc gt vao hom thur. Trong hom thir con ¢6 thu cho mdt ga nao do, toi lién mO ra xem Tén hin 1 Brady, 15
rang gi khong hé quan tim gi dén ba ctia minh, vi ba néi rang chéng bao gio nghe duoc tin tire i tir hin. Ba giri kém cho hén to muoi do, va tat nhién toi
dé nguyén n6 trong phong bi. Ga nay ciing ¢6 mdt ¢ ban gai ¢ii bi dién, cd nang giri tré cdi ban chai danh rang kém dong ghi chi kha tho bi. Toi doan
méy thir ny hén B danh cho tay hing x6m mdi thiéu ning,

T6i md bd san pham kiém tra nAm mc ra, ciing khong c6 gi nhiéu. Cé mdt chiée dia tron nhu hay duoc ding trong phong thi nghiém cing mdt #t thir
dinh dinh nhu mét ong. Toi ngh d6 ding la mét ong. La thét! Huong dan bao t6i dat no & khong gian mo trong mot gio, sau d6 niém phong lai va dat
trong chd i ba ngdy. Sau d6 giri lai cho phong thi nghiém, va trong vong murdi ngay dén hai tuln, ho s& giri cho t6i két qua phén tich. Thém nim do phu
troi, toc do s& nhanh hon.

Toi r6t cht mit ong vao dia rdi diit n6 ra ngodi. Mili ctia thir ndy ciiing gidng mit ong nira, khién t6i them dd ngot kinh khing, mot chiéc Krispy
Kreme[ 1] ching han. Sau hai phit, t6i thém donut dén chét di duoc, bén suc sao khap can ho tim tién & & khiip noi, vi toi khong c6 xunao dé mua
banh. Bay muroi ba xu. Khi gi6. Hmmm T6i nhé dén murdi d6 la ma ba ctia Chang thiéu ning giri cho gi. Muon tam thi ¢6 chét ai nhi? Ding dé 1am viée
tot ma.

[1] Mot thuong hi¢u banh donut.

Pén cira hang dudi lau, chi riéng niém mong moi duoc cin miéng dau tién vao chiéc donut bong loang ngon kinh da khién t6i (ra nuée miéng. Toi dimg
d6 nhin ba chiéc Krispy Kreme ctng ly ca phé 16n ctia minh, sap tdn hirdng, thi cam nhan dugc anh nhin dam dam cta ai do. That mét himg! T6i ngang
Ién, thay mot anh chang dang dimg x€p hang, trén tay cam mit chiéc sandwich trimg-salad, héin ta dang nhin chdm chiim vao t6i cling ba chiéc dorut,
khién ti rét canh giac.

“Khong phéi mdt minh t6i &n dau”, t6i néi ddi cling ¢t vay tay cho qua chuyén vé phia méy cai donut. Nhung dau ngon tay i cham vao phén kem
chocolate phia trén mdt chiéc Bavarlan day kem, thé nén ti liém dau ngén tay trong e doc chiéc 4o T-shirt ctia hén: “667. .. Hang xom ctia quéi vit.”

“Ao vui nhi”, t6i n6i. Han ta c6 d6i mat cuc ky, cuc ky xanh.
“C6 c6 long mi”, han noi.

“Hy vong la nhiéu hon mdt sof”, toi dap, ¢ t0 ta nhanh mdm nhanh miéng. Nhung truede khi mdt trong hai chiing t6i kip tu hao vé sy ranh ma ciia minh,
hdn ta da dua tay lén quét soi Iong mi khoi mét t61 va mim cuoi.

“Day”, hén néi. Toi gin soi. Boc khoi. Toi s giét thing khi kho an trimg-salad nay mét. Khong cin biét mét hin xanh dén c& ndo.
“Cau vira am gi 4677, 01 hoi, théi do rat phirc tap.

“T6i quét 1ong mi ctia ¢6 di”, hiin d4p cling At ca vé lanh nhat cua. .. 4, ctia mdt g3 v& van, 4t o di quét 1ong mi ciia ngudi khac khoi mit ho ma khong
thém cht y t6i hdu qua. Toi nhin quanh, khong thay chiéc roi ctia minh dau ca.

“N6 dau?” Toi hoi, hoan toan hiéu rang hén khong biét.

“N6 roi khoi mit ¢o roi.”

“P6 I mot didu ude[2].”

[2] B6i vui: Khi c6 mdt chiéc 1ong mi rung, ban c6 thé udc mot diéu va thdi nd di, didu ude s& thanh hién thuc.
Hén nhiu iy, hai mét hip lai con bé xiu. “Gi co?”

“Mot didu ude. Cau vira cudp mat ciia t6i mot dicu ude.”

“T6i xin 161.”

“Toi thye sy can ding diéu ude d6 ddy.”

“That tinh, t0i xin 0. Toi tudng. ..”, hén Fp bap. “Toi khong biét ma. That ngd ngén, t6i tham chi con khong quen ¢d. Chi la nd dinh trén mit c6 nén. ..
61 khong biét nira. Toi xin 161.”

“Ch, tAt nhién cau phai xin 167", 161 qut.
“That mi. Chia oi!”” Han n6i, thai do dot nhién nhur mudn ndi “c6 bi gi vy ha?”

“Gi co, gid cau mudn noi gidn vdi toi d6 ha? Toi co cudp dicu ude cla cau daun.”



“Néu ¢b lam vay 6i ciing ching quan tim.”

“T6i khong them.”

“Thoi ndo, 6i xin 161”, hén n6i. “Puoc khong? Toi ndi that d6.” Toi bit dau cam thiy t& vi ndi dién v6i cau ta. Mot chit thoi.
“Khong sao. ... 6 cudp wde mo.”

Hin pha én cuoi. Téi cling b nin ra mt nu cudi, nhung am thAm buc boi.

“Co c6 thé Ky lai mdt soi ctia o1, hin ndi. “Toi s& burt ngay mot soi ddy.”

“Khong, cai d6 khong tinh. D6 1 soi 1ong mi rung tur nhién méi dwoc.” Hin quy xubng, bat dau tim kiém soi 1ong mi ciia toi.
“Biét dau t6i tim durgc”, hén noi.

“Thoi quén di.”

“Khong, ¢6 I8 n6 & day dau thoi. Ca 1 toi tim duoc. Pay, xem nay. Toi da tim duge mot miu dau que voi mot cai ndp Sprite rdi. Soi ong mi ciia co
chac chi gan dau day.”

“Thdi, ghé qua. Pimg lén di.”

‘GKhéng'37

“Quén soi I6ng mi cua 61 di.”

“Toi thy toi 107, héin ndi trong lic sam soi trén san.

“San ¢ d6 trong hoi nhép nhéap ddy. C6 Chia mdi biét cau dang quy kén thir gi.”

“Gi t6i diémg lén day”, héin noi. Héin phii du gbi, dén ddi dién voi t6i, va lan dau tién toi thyre sy nhin k. Hén thit dé throng. Twong ddi thoi. That kho
n6i. Thicu mat soi 1ong mi nén t6i khong thay turong tén lim. Nhung hén ta qua thire ¢6 cap mit rat xanh. Than hinh cting thube dang kha dwoc. Khong
han nhu dan tap thé hinh, nhung gon gang. Nu cuoi dang yéu.

“To6i xin 161 vi da lam roi 1ong mi ctia ¢6”, hin noi. “That sy ddy. Toi d rit ra duoc bai hoc rdi. Toi s& khong bao gioy bt can voi diéu wdce ciia bt ky ai
nira.”

“Tot”, t6i dap, va roi di khong hé ngoanh lai.
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Chwong 15: BRADY

Hom nay t61 gap mdt c6 nang dé thurong, Hodc it nhat 1 ban dau kha d& thuong Nhung r01 cd ta mo mleng, va moi thir dao 1on hét. Damca gan ndi to1
cudp mit diéu wdc clia cd ta, nghia 1 quai quy gi vy chir. Cir 6 d6 ma ndi rat kénh ki, tiéu thu. PO dién! C6 ta cam trong tay dau ¢6 tim mudi bay
cai donut. Czip mdng trong ciing xinh. Ngay lic ndy héin 1 né dang duoc ndi to thém.

T6i ngdi Ién ghé banh trong cin ho gior khong con trong tron nita va Iy phan sandwich trimg-salad ra. Ngay khi t6i dinh ciin miéng dau tién, thi c6 tiéng
20 clra.

T6i mo cira. That kinh ngac va khiép dam— d6 chinh 1 ¢6 ta. C6 nang dién khing an donut va udc bang long mi toi gip & cira hang dudi lau,
“Chao, t6i 1 hing xom ciia cau, toi gitt vai 4 thur clia cau”, ¢6 ta noi. Rdi bdng nhin ra t6i. “La cau? Cau sdng & day?”

“Diing, 61 song & ddy.”

“Cau i gi thiéu niing d6?”

‘Gﬁ, gi?”
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“Khoéng c6 gl.”
“Vay, ching ta 1a hang x6m?”, t6i hoi voi vé lam-on-dirng-1a-that.

“Dlng. Vay nén... thé d6. Thur ctia ciu dy”, ¢ ta noi. “Cau nén chii y hon t6i ngudi ba dang thurong ciia minh. Va néu 14 cau, t6i s& khong ding céi
ban chai do dau”

C6 ta mo thur cuia t61?
“C6 mo thu cua t6i?”
‘“Pai khai vay.”

“Yeah, ¢6 vé thé.” C6 ta khong chi mo thur ctia t6i. C6 ta xé hin ra luén. Khong thém cén trong gi ca. Ctr nhur thé mdt con ché nhao vao d6 tim khiic
xuong, ‘D6 1a t§i danh xiic pham ¢ moi bang, ¢d bict khong,”

“A, va toi ciing nuron mot it tién”, ¢d ta ndi thém, mdt cach thén nhién.

“Caigi?”

“Ba cua cau giri cho céu murdi d6. Toi murgn tam, vi toi dang doi. Nhung t6i s€ tra lai. Hira déy.”
“T6i xin 161, t6i chi hoi sdc thoi. Co md thu ciia t6i, va con trdm tién trong d6?”

“T6i khong trom, 6 chi muron thoi. Toi n6i t6i s& tra lai rdi, dung khong?”” C6 ta toat ra vé duong bé, nhu thé chinh t6i m6i c6 18i vi khién ¢6 ta sinh ham
muon doi véi mot it tién.

T6i nhin qua vai ¢ ta, nhu thé 161 giai thich dang Kt theo sau c6 ta viy. “Ky cuc that ddy”, t6i noi.

“Khong hén. Khong ky cuc den viy. Néu t6i iy 16 ra, t& 1én rdi tra cho cau, thé mdi goi 1 ky cuc. Toi thi chi muon thoi, s& tra lai. Toi ¢ thé dén ATM
ngay lic nay néu cau mudn.”

“Puoc 1L

“T6i van con mot cai donut. T6i s& tra lai cu murdi d@)ng clng mdt cai donut — xem nhur 13 SUAt.”

“C6 ctr giir cai donut.”

“Puoc”, cb ta dap.

“Pugc”, t6i dap lai.

“Va anh khong can camon vé miy 14 thu.”

R&i ¢6 ta huynh huych quay vé cin hd ctia minh — n6 tinh ¢& lai ngay bén canh ciin hd cia toi. Ding 1 d6 quéi vat!
Ban dang doc truyén Anh Chang Ngu Ngo' Va C6 Nang Réic Réi duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.
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Chwong 16: HEAVEN

Qua dang so! Ngudi ta n6i khong hanh vi tot ndo khong bi trimg phat. Toi giop hén ta chuyen thur m lai duoce dén dap vay day Mot thir thai d§ nhu
thé. Phai n6i thém 14 thai do tir tay déu cang da cudp mét didu wdc clia 161 Dicu ude rat co thé da 1 wde mubn quan trong nhat doi toi.

Toi da c6 thé ding céi Iong mi d6 dé wée gip duge ngudi dan 6ng minh s& cudi, va biét du d6 chinh 1a chiée 1ong mi mang anh ta toi. Gios thi khong thé
130 biet duoc chuyén do. Vi han. Khong thi t6i cling ¢6 the wde c6 duoe mot dong sudi bia ngay trong can hd cuia minh, va n6 khong bao gio can. Han
ca gan lam mdi dam noi gidn voi toi.

Toi thy chiéc dia thf nghigm vin con trén ban. DA dén gio dong no lai va gidu xudng gam girong, Hudng din ndi k diit n vao mot céi vali dudi giuong,
nhung t61 ddm ca 1a hop dung giay cling 6n chan.

T6i nhé téi cau ghuyén Nang cépg chua va hat dau, rdi lai ngh. .. I_oai con gai néq lai cam tlﬁy duoc mit hat ddu dudi dém nhi? Thém nita, loai dan 6ng
ndo lai di tim ki€u con gai bi phien mudn chi boi mdt hat dau nhd ti ti rdi con cho rang “D6 chinh 1a ngudi phu nit danh cho minh”.
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To1 nghi néu mot ngudi dan 6ng tim cho minh ngudi phy nit ca dém clr trdn troc kin qua lin lai vi ¢ hat dau duéi démy, thi chiic anh ta phéi bo cua chay
JAy ngudi mét. 'C6 nang nhur vay tht qua tiéu thur. Nhur t6i thi néim Ién c4i @i ciing ngu duoc, bén canh cai gi cling khong sao. Vi dy nhur diéu khién. ..

hodic mdt quyén sach. . . hodic vai quyén tap chi méi. P6i khi cir dé ching & d6 lai d& dang hon 1 chuyén di.

Toi nho mot lan de dd dac chét dong trén giurong nhleu den mirc khong con da chd dé ndm. Thé ma t6i vin ngi dwoc. Chéc chén | khong thodi mii.
Nhung van ngi tot. Va dém sau d6 van s& ngon gidc, néu Sydney khong tir minh dep nhirng thir d6 dikhi gh¢ qua va 161 t6i khoi girdng dé di ca phé vao
budi sang. Co nang phat hoang vi khong gian phong ngii chi con ti teo cua o1 Vin dé 13, t6i khong hé c6 tinh tiéu thur. Toi thiéu 1 vé khia canh hat dau.
Thuc ra, trong hau hét moi khia canh déu vay. Chic chin d t6i khong thich duoc chir y, nhung t6i kha dé chiu. Pa phan 1a thé.

Sydney va t6i cling dén Starbucks udng ca phé mbi sang, c6 nang dang doi mt cai mii bé ré. Bay la 0 e moi nhét ctia Sydney dé danh lac hudng su
chi y khoi thir bi ¢6 nang xem i ngue-phing. Mot s6 ngudi luén cam thiy tyr i, véi Sydney thi d6 chinh ki vong mot.

“Céi gi trén du ciu day?”, t6i hoi.

“Toc?” Gigng b nang cao vit.

“Thoi di, Monica[1].”

[1] Monica Lewinsky: Nir dién vién ngudi My sinh nim 1973, timg bi xem 14 ¢6 dinh liu v& tinh duc véi Tong théng duong thoi Bill Clinton.
“Purng c6 nodi cai giong d6. T nghii n6 xinh ma.”

“Bay ba. Ai doi mii bé ré trong ciing gom ghiéc. Thit ngd ngin.”

“Lamgi c0”, c6 nang phat y. “T6 s& khong dé Monica Lewinsky m hong hinh turong, Hon nita, c4u timg ndi thich ¢6 4y con gi. Chéng phai c6 1an cau
con chd xem ¢6 ta day thoi?”

“C6 &y khong lim hong hinh tugng gi hét. Chi la chura bao gidr ¢6 ai trong on khi ddi mii bé ré ma. Ching thét kinh khing! Va ding, t6 rét thich c0 ta.
Mot c6 gai qua dang yéu. Va néu hoi do co ay Ia ban t6, t6 ciing s€ khong dé ¢ ta doi cai mii nay.”

C6 nang hip ca phé, rdi ding giita chimg, “Prince thi sa0?””
“Anh ta thi sa0?”
“Raspberry Beret’ éy‘? Cau con nhé et hit cuc by vé cai mil mau trai cay khong?”

“Cau con nho 1oi bai ht khong? “A raspberry beret? The kind of you find in a secondhand store’[2]? D6 1a vi ching I6i mot tir u im roi, t6i mirc
chang thay ban trong ctra hang binh thuong nita. Va béi vi ching gém lam.”

[2] Tam dich: “Mot chiéc mii ndi méu dau rimg? Loai ban thiy trong ctra hing do cii’”.
“Véy t6 phéi tin a ca nuréc Phap déu sai lim sa0?”, ¢6 nang noi.

“Oi, dirg ¢6 dé t6 phai ndi toi murée Phap.”

“Cau chi ghen ti vi t& ddi n6 dep thoi”, c6 nang quay nit di.

“Ban yéu oi, néu c6 ngudi ma doi né dep dugc, t& hira do phai 1a cau. Nhung mii bé ré nhin khong 6 ké chit ndo. Va d6 I n6i van diéu chit dé cau dé
nh¢ hon ddy.”

“T¢ thich no, t¢ s& ddind.”

“uoc thdi. Ty cau”, t6i n6i. C nang phung phiu mot pht, sau d6 coi thir ngu ngde kia ra.
“Camon.”

“Céu ctr camon di.”

“Chi vi t¢ yéu cu thoi. T6 s& khong dé cau ra duong véi hat thudc phién dinh & k& ring, To s& khong dé cau ra duong véi chiéc quan jean lim cau trong
béo tron. Va t¢ s€ khong dé cau ra duong voi mii bé ré. D6 1a ton chi cua td. Noi 10 rang roi nhé.”

“V2 bon minh nén tudn theo ching. Va c4u nén tra tién ting hai sang nay dé bu dip cho tit ca cing thing khong can thiét t& da phai chiu dung.”
“Puoc thor”, 161 ndi rdi di dén quiy dé goi mon.

Khi tr lai chd ngéi voi hai ly ca phé Sweet'n Low, co khuéiy, 161 bt diu ké vé tay hér}g x0m dé tién, ndi vai co ban nhfmg diduda xay ra. Sao lai co thé
loai tén I3 Brady co chir? Tat nhién, Sydney héi han ta trong cé “hot” khong, Khong han ta khong “hot”. C6 nang lai hoi han ta ¢6 du diém dau khong.



Toi lai dap khong,
C6 nang hoi @& néu cau tra 101 1 “c6”, thi mot trong hai ching t6i can phéi hen ho véi han. Du hén c6 du diém dau 1 hay khong, t6i cting s& khong hen ho
v6i hin, va s& khong dé hin co du()’c ¢6 ban cta t6i. Ching t6i ximg déng c6 dugc hoang tir hoan hao. Con hin iy 42 Ga hang xom tai bay va gié chi

biét vii dap mo u6e? Hin nén cap véi mot con quy.

“O! Té chura ndi véi cau tin m6i nhit”, ¢6 nang n6i. “Té dwoc gi6i thiéu hen hod véi mot anh chang tén Ed, trong sudt budi hen dAu tién, anh ta cir trung ra
cai bd mit ky cuc lam”

“Bo mit thé nao?”

“Anh ta ctr im thé ndy ndy”, ¢ nang im bo mit c4. Chu mdi ra im hai bén mép dtm d6 lai hogc im moi c. “Sau budi hen dau tién, t6 nghi thoi dep
di, nhung r6i quyet dinh khong nén ndng can nhu vay, beén cho anh ta mot co hoi khac.”

“Va?”
“Thé nén t¢ da lam vay. Chiing t& hen ho ba lan, va anh ta 11 mdt quy ong hoan hao. Anh ta tham chi con dén tan nha dé don t6 di choi nita!”
“Syd?”, t61 goi. “D06 1a viéc ma cac chang trai I€ ra nén lam”

“Cha, bon ho ¢6 bao gio 1am thé v6i t6 dau. Anh ta tham chi con khong cb hon t6 vao budi hen dau tién. Va rdi anh ta con 1 quy ong hoan hao trong
buodi hen thit hai nita. Anh ta khong 1én nha. Ma t& moi roi day.”

“T6 khong nghi ngo gi dau.”
“Rdi dén budi hen thir ba”, ¢d nang tiép tuc.
“Khoan, anh ta van trung ra ci b mit nhur con ca thé sudt a2”

“Pung! Va trong cang ngdy cang gh€”, c6 nang ndi. “Anh ta ké chuyén cho t6 nghe, thi thoang dimg lai dé tao kich tinh, khuon mt thi ctr thé subt nhimg
lin ngimg 16i. Kinh khing Bim! Nhung t6 nhin durge sdu hon, va cudi ciing vao budi hen thir ba thi bon t& quan hé. Ba lan.”

“Pé b lai cho hai cude hen dAu tién 427

“Dai khéi thé”, ¢0 nang ni. “Nhung nghe ndy.... & chip nhin moi thi, khong chi nhin bé ngoai. .. cho g mat ca gi d6 mdt co' hdi— va hén khién t6
choéng luon! Han khong hé goi dién nita! The 1a sao cha?”

“Ky la day”, t6i noi.
“T& biét! Va cau mubn biét viee gl thue su ky la khong? Té khong nghi 1a hén ta 1n dinh khi bon t& quan hé. Ca ba Bn.”
“Cha. .. thurong thi cdu biét ma. Y t6 1, cau biét.”

“Pé t6 n6i cho ma nghe!”, ¢6 nang cao giong hén Ién. Han ta gia v nhur da 1én dinh. Hoan toan uon! Nhung sau do. . . khi di virt vai thi, t& nhin vao
may cai bao cao su trong sot rac. .. va ching khong c6 gi bén trong ca.”

“Puoc rdi, tai sao ciu lai luc bao cao su khoi sot rac?”
“Khéng c6”, ¢6 nang phii dinh. “Chiing ¢ ngay do, t¢ dé y thay ching khong ¢6 gi bén trong.”
Ky la that”

“Hén ta gia vO 1én dinh. Ca ba An. Tai sao m0t g3 trai lai gia vor 1én dinh? Dan ong ciing gia vo 4? Cau ¢ tudng trong duoc néu ca hai déu gia vo
khong?”

“Céu c6 khong?”, t61 hoi.

“Khong, t¢ thi Ién dinh rdi. Nhung vén dé thuc sy & ddy | héin khong bao gios goi dién cho ¢ nita. T6 quéing cho héin co hi, ma hiin lai dé t6. Biét dau
han Ia gay”, c6 nang nhap ca phé.

Ban dang doc truyén Anh Chang Ngu Ngo' Va C6 Nang Ric Roi dwoc tai mién phi tai wW. EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.


http://ebookfull.net

Chwong 17: BRADY

K& tir Itc bit nho, t6i chit yéu ¢6 hai ngudi ban. Mot, 1 Phil, ngudi chia s¢ cing toi i vin phong, cong ty, va rét nhiéu thoi gian. Ngudi kia |a Zach,
ngurdi ma t0i danh it thoi gian hon nhung lai ¢6 nhiéu cude tro chuyén chat hrong hon. Tuy nhién, déy khong nhat thiét la mot trong nhiing co hdi do. Zach
1a vira gido vién day thay, vira 1a nguoi dan chuong trinh karaoke. Pat mdt cai micro vao tay cau ta, cau ta s€ khién ban cudi, dap vao chan ban, va dat
ban gai cuia ban vao phong ngui ctia cau ta.

Zach qua ma lanh d€ dem lai dugc didu gi 0t cho cAu ta, Bn bat ctr ai. Noi di cling phai ndi lai, Zach thi nghi 101 qué thong minh dé dem i diéu gi t6t
cho ban than t6i, lan bat cr ai. Ciing nhu 101, ciu ta dat minh vao Vl tri moi djén vién phim cau ta thich. Ngoai trir vi€c t6i vao vai ké Vdéy khiém khuyeét,
thua cudc nhung dang yéu, dén phut cudi cung gianh dugc chién thang, du rat sit sao, trd thanh Hugh Grants va John Cusack cta thé gidi, thi Zach vao
vai ké gangster dep trai phong tinh. Vai ctia Jack Nicholsons va Rock Hudson. A, Jack lic tré. Va Rock phién ban khong dong tinh.

Zach ding hau hét thoi gian ranh rdi ctia minh déch géng 1én k& hoach mdt tdi 4c hoan héo — diéu ma cau ta du dinh chiic chin s& thuc hién vao mdt
ngay nao do.

Toi dang ngdi voi cdu ta tai nha hang Mexico, Lucy’s. Quang duong tir van phong clia moi i ching t0i toi ddy |a bang nhau. Ching t6i cung nhau &n trua &
day it nhit mot lin mbi tuan D61 v6i hé tiéu hoa ciia t6i, ddy B mdt tro glet ngudi, nhung van con t6t hon I tranh i voi nhau vé viée ai phai di xa hon

vao an trude. Zach dang udng mdt ly Mojito, khong ngimg goi tén mén udng bang thir chit giong dic sét Tay Ban Nha, khién cho tir d6 nghe cuc ky
gidng “Cornholio”,

“Iz}m sa0 ¢o thé khépg yéu no co ch,l'r? Puong, bac ha, mrde chanh, rrgu rum, d4, soda. .. day giéng nhu mt chiée ly chira niém han phic”, 10i cau ta
nhac lai tr “Mojito” 1an nita bang chat giong Tay Ban Nha.

“Cau lam on dimg bién thanh Phil dwoc khong? Péy I gio nghi trura ctia to mi. Tha cho to di.”
“Xin 1bi.”

“Té dinh di xin cap bang sang ché.”

“Sita qué, hay Catch-It Cone?”, c4u ta hoi.

“Sita qué”, 16i dap. Catch-It Cone 1 mot trong nhirng thir tuyét voi nho nho khac ciia t6i, nhung mdi lan t6i chi tap trung cho mot sang ché ma thoi. S&
n6i thém vé Catch-It Cone sau.

“Thir d6 hay. T6 bao damné s& imnén chuyén. Nhung cau ludn c6 thé thién vé phe 4c. Hay 1 Anh mit trdi cho Cuc cung[1] ciia t6.”
[1] Nguyén van: Sundance to my Butch. “Butch” Chi ngudi phy nit ¢ cach an méc hogic cur xir rit nam tinh,
“Sao nghe thd thién qua vay?”

“C6 kha ning, néu bon minh 1 ddng tinh nix”, cau ta dap. “Té thiy c6 mdi turong quan & ddy. Ma thoi, hom nay thi khong phai. Do d6, ching khong tho
thién chit nao.”

“Tho, t6 sai”, t0i noi. Zach va t0i nghil gibng nhau. Chiing t0i lan hrot Eim ngwoi dan ong di tinh. (Phéi ¢6 cach ndi tt hon ddy.) Cong béng ma. DS  su
ludn phién. “Cude chinh phyc tdi 4c hoan hao hdm nay thé nao?”’

“Khong on do ", cdu ta dép. “P6 khong phai cude chinh phyc. Té khong di tim Chén Thénh. A. .. t¢ dodn vé mit an dy thi nhur vay, nhung cing
khong phai. To khong di tim vi hy vong ngay nao d6 phat hién duoc ti 4c hoan hio gidu trong can gic cua quy ¢0 gid nao do —ba tadd quénlada
gidu nd 6 do tir khi mac bénh mat tri.” C4u ta nhap Mojito. “Phai suy nghi nhiéu ndm Lap ke hoach. Phai chinh xéc. Va t6 sap xong roi, anh ban a. Sap
xong 16i!”

“Chuyén d6 s& c6 hiéu tmg nhur cau mong mudn day”, t6i ndi, “néu ciu khong ngimg lai dé nhép cai thir mde trai cay nhé xinh kia mdt cch nhe nhang”

“Po quy s, cau ta noi R&i cdu ta ruén lai gan. “Duoc r01, thé nay nhé: Cau giét vo mot ngudi nong dan. R&i ngay trurde thoi diém thu hoach. .. dem o
ta ra dé & rudng lia my tai mdt nong trai doanh nghiép khdng 10, gidu vao trong rom. . . d& cho nhitng c6 may co khl to khing bd chimsoc ¢6 ta. Chit ra
hang triéu manh, dua 1én nhitng ban 3n khip moi noi trén manh dat ndy. Khong cach ndo nhan dang duoc cai xac.”

Toi nhin cu ta mot cach ngd vure, r6i nhin xudng gié bénh my. “D6 chinh | mdt cdch — phéi n6i thém 1 céch rét on xon — dé phi tang xac chét”, toi ndi
“Tai sao cdu giet vo ngudi ndng dan? Pong co 1a gi?”

“Puoc 1di. duge 161, Zach n6i. “Cau vor xin kim quan gia cho mdt cap vo chong gidu c6. Sau murdi hay mudi im ngay thi ho hoan toan tin cau. Cu tiép
can moi thir. Ro1 bién thanh tay trong, Quing hrdi gom hét tat ca trang stre. .. tat ca do nghé thudt. .. tat ca do suutam”

“Nhung chéng phai nhu vay thi cdu i nghi can qua 16 rang sa0?”, t6i hoi.

“D6 moi 1 phan hoan hao™, cAu ta ndi. “Cau ctr gia vo tiép trong murdi hoc murdi lim ndm nita dé tranh bi nghi ngd.”



“Vay khi nao thi cau moi duoc hudng thy thanh qua cua vu cudp?”, t6i hoi.

“T6 néi m6i chi v ra duoc toi ac hoan hao thdi. Chura nghi t6i cach hoan hao dé thodt di”” Rdi cau ta ngdi phich xudng ghé.
“Céc co gai thé no rdi?” Toi Ién tiéng, chia miii vao mdt i 4c to 16n khéc, ching han 16i séng yéu dwong thich du dd ctia ciu ta.
“Phai Ky gy mi dudi b6t di Ay. Cu thi sao? Nghe tin gi tir Sarah Dién chira?”’

“Thyre ra  r6i. C6 nang tot bung té mirc giri cho t& cai ban chéai danh ring cing td ghi chit & nghi t6 di chét muroi chin lin. Ri sau d6 lai con viét “goi
dién cho t61” sau khi ky tén nita cha.”

“Bang mau ha?”

“Khong”, t6i dap. “Lan nay thi khong.”

“0, va nghe nay. Hang x6m mdi dién dién quy tha ma bt dem thu cho t¢... mo thur. .. Tai con binh ludn vé n6 nira.”

“C nang ‘hot’ khong?”” Cu ta hoi, mjt chan may nhudng Ién va nhe ring cuoi, cuc ky gidng mot gi thiéu nién thanh phd hu hong,
“Khong, Chit xiu thoi.”

“Biét ma.” C4u ta pha én cudi, khién t6i kha buc.

“Lamsao biét?”

“Vi ¢ ta I hing xommoi ‘dién dién’ quy tha ma bét, trai ngwoc véi hing xom méi “thn kinh’, cau ta dan giai. ““Pién dién’ ngu y p di, ky quic. Kate
Hudson gip Drew Barrymore gap Christina Applegate gép...”

“Khong, khong, khong, C6 ta bi thin kinh. That. Té chi lich sy m6i ni vy.”

“Té phai gap moi duge”, cau ta ndi, va khi néi “phai”, dau cau ta bt vé phia trrde nhu Dustin Hoffiman trong phim Rain Man. “Phai gip.”
“That tinh, dimg gip.”

“Mot trong hai chiing ta phai lam.”

“Té da mroi, va viée d6 kho chiu dén vo cing cuc uon. T6 phai & ngay ké bén cai ¢o nay. Thé nén, quén di.”

“Puoe.”

“Tot”, t6i n6i. Nhung c6 céi gi d6 n6i voi toi ring moi thir khong hé t6t. Toi van co thé nghe tiéng banh ring xoay trong dau. Néu c6 thé bat dau dém
nguoc, toi nghi 1a minh s& dém dugce téi bay trude khi cau ta lai mo mién. Muoi... chin...

“Trong c6 dach au[2] khong?”

[2] C6 nghiia 12 “s6 mot”. Tiéng Anh 14 “nice rack”, chi by nguc to.

“bch!37

“Rét van v6i dach JAu”, cAu ta ndi, trong c6 vé mo ning, suy tur, nhur thé vira tinh cd nhd t6i Dinh luat Thir nhét ctia Newton vé Chuyén dong, (Véi
nhitng ai cAn nhiic nh(y Pinh luat Thir nhit cia Newton 1: Vat thé chuyén dong s& khong ngimg chuyén dong, Va vat thé dimg i im, nhu Zach, van s&
dimg im Ma n6i moi nho, Zach s& ching bao gioy suy tur ve Dinh ludt ctia Newton. Thé nén vé khia canh nay, Zach trong nhur thé dang toan tinh xay mjt
chiéc ghé tir Cap’s Crunch[3], va libu c6 thire sw nén ngdi Ién c4i ghé d6 khong.) “Chura bao gids nghii t6i viée do. Ngau nhién 42

[3] Mt loai ngii cbe ngot ctia M.

“U, trir phi cAu dinh nudi cdy ngue.”

“Lamon di. T6 ma ¢6 ngue thi t6 vo dich ludn. Nhu thé s& khong cong bang”
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Chwong 18: HEAVEN

Toi khong dién. Gan day t6i c6 di gip chuyén gia tri lidu, mot bac stam than, va mit phap sur trir ta, ca ba ngudi bon ho déu xéc nhan t6i khong dien.
Phap sur 1a goi y tir ¢6 ban Zoe cua t6i. C6 nang no6i voi toi ring ngudi phu nit nay co thé tay ué hio quang ctia toi va cit dut soi ddy tudng tuong gin
két t6i v6i nhirng didu tiéu cure. Toi wde g minh c6 thé tra cho ba ta bang tién tudng tuong,

Thinh thoang t6i den phong kham tim ly. Thure ra, la nhitng e t6i nghi minh c6 the phat dién. Nhung mbi lan t6i dén do, ho lai n6i 1 t6i khong dién. Véan
dé la. .. ti c6 quyén sach tén DSM-III-R. D6 i quyén cAm 1 nang tham khdo ngan gon vé mbén Chuén doan tir Hiép hoi Tam than hoc M. Téi mua
dwoc & cho troi, tir mot anh chang trong nhur thé vira tnre tiép budc ra tir quyén sach. Toi nghi gid ngudi ta da ra toi quyén DSM-IV r6i. Thé nén quyén
ctia t0i da 16i thoi, dit 6 khi ndi dung chéng thay doi méy.

Trong sach c6 moi chuéin doan cho tit ca cac loai bénh tam than trén doi. Van dé 1, doi khi nd miéu ta mo hd t6i mirc khién ban tur tlu]yét phuc ban thin
rang minh ¢ moi triéu chirng dién loan ctia nhan loai.

Vi du: 307.52 Bénh Pica[1]

[1] Chimg 16i loan an ung nguy hiém, thudng thém an va an nhitng thir khdng phai thirc an. Bénh co thé gy hai cho co thé va giy ngd doc, chimg thiéu
st, thiéu mau.

A. An mii mdt loai chét khong c6 dinh dudng trong it nhat mdt thang.
B. Khong bi cac tri¢u chimg 1oi loan tu ky, tAm than phén liét, hodc Kleine-Levy[2].

[2] Hién tuong rdi loan thén kinh vé giAc ngii va &n ubng. Méc chimg bénh ndy, bénh nhén thuong ngi fi bi cé ngdy lin dém. Khi thirc ddy, thai do ngwoi
bénh thay doi, thuong thi tinh cach giong nhu mot dira tré.

Khi doc cai ndy, 10 choang vang. Toi chéc chan timg an céc chét thiéu dinh dudng. Toi van thé ma. Toi thich gi |2 &n ndy thoi. Nhidu nira dy. Ca mot giai
doan. C¢ khi, t6i bi nghién banh quy cay. Rai lai 1a banh nudng x0p. Roi thi sita chua bo-dau phong dong lanh. Roi c6 thoi gian toan an dua chua va
salad tron.

Khong, t6i khong ¢4 thai, nhung phai 14 loai salad c6 hat cdy carum[3] co. T6i ling suc mén do khiip noi. Chi nhing ch6 xin nhat moi ¢, nhung rat
ngon.. .rath ngon. Ngay lic ndy thi t6i dang nghién chio yén mach. Tht ky la, néu xet t6i viée t6i la nguroi an uong rét cht y t6i carbonhydrate. Nhung
mbi sang toi déu an chdo yén mach, khong sot ngiy ndo.

[3] Loai gia vi cting ho v6i niii tay, hat thrdng ding dé ndu an.

Con nghién cua t6i thuong kéo dai mdt thang. Doi khi sau thang, thdm chi mdt nam. Nhung mot khi ngung, thi ngung hén. Va t6i hiém khi ndo quay lai
v6i thir da tirg nghién. Thé nén ban c6 thé hinh dung ndi s¢ hai ciia t6i khi doc tiéu chi chan doan bénh Pica.

Vo lic doc chdn doan bénh, 61 én cude hen véi mot chuyén gia tri i€u. Sau mdt gio ndi chuyén voi co éy vé ndi s can bénh nay va cac thir con € hon,
thi c6 ay bao rang tuy banh quy cdy va salad tron khong phai nhirng thirc &n giau dinh dudng nhat, nhung nguréi bi bénh Pica thi an ca nhing thir khong
phai thirc an. Chat khong dinh dudng & day nghiia la:

Phén viét bang

Gidy Kleenex

Giéy in Xerox

Vanvan...

D sao thi ban van ¢6 thé hiéu duge cam gide nhe nhdm ciia toi. Nhung khi c6 4y dura cho t6i td hoa don mdt tram nam muroi do, toi suyt bao ¢ ta nhai
16 Iubn rdi. Nhung nh ¢6 ta lam that, thi chinh c6 ta 3 ngudi miic bénh Pica, va chin doan ctia 6 ta vé& s minh mén ctia t0i s& vO gia tri.

Nhimng lan khac, t6i vo tinh lai co biéu hién khop voi midu ta vé bénh tm ly, song cac bac si cling bao dam voi t6i rang t0i rat tinh tho. RS rang B quyén
cam nang rit gon tién loi vé bénh tamly cua toi thiéu nhitng chi tiét chimg minh. Thé nén t6i khong hé dién. Va van dé chung duy nhit ma bon ho timra
t6i chéng viée @i phai doc mdt quyén sach chan doan vé tim Iy ca.

Tuy nhién, ¢6 nhitng viéc nhat dinh thure sy khién t6i ndi dién:

1. Nhitng nguoi tho 16 voi tha vat.

2. Nhirng ngudi ich ky, chi biét ban than minh.

3. Nhitng ngudi lam dung coi xe hoi, giy nén vén d@ Ion tai thanh phd New York.

Nhirng thir ny duoc phép khién t6i ndi dién. Ching 1 nguyén do hop phép.



béy Ia mit vidy vé diéu c6 thé khién ban ndi dién, nhung khong hop phéap: Ban dang trong thang méy va sép lén dén téng minh rnuénZ thi n6 dot nhién
dumg lai, r6i c6 ngudi bude vao. Va ho bude ra ¢ tang khic. Chen giira chuyen di cta ban, ban da 1én trude ma. Mot s6 nguoi ¢6 the noi gian vi viée
ndy. Nhu the céi thang méy thuc ve riéng ho bi ngudi khic licu finh xam nhdp, vi dam c6 nhu cau ding dén thang mdy d€ di dau do. Bing ra, viéc nay
ciing lam t6i buc bdi vai lan, nhung t6i biét nhu vay 1a sai, va di€u d6 mdi quan trong,
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Chuwong 19: BRADY
Toi khong hay néi di, nhung khi bét budc, thi t0i lai gidi mdt cach déng béo dong. Doi khi t5t nhat | im mdt v ra tro, con khong thi thoi. Toi can thoi
gian d¢ viét ra ké hoach kinh doanh cho Stra qué. Thé nén khi t61 n6i vi Phil rang ong cua t6i 6 Florida bi gy xuong hong va can nguoi chim soc, t6i s&
nghi mdt tuan dé di tham 6ng, thi cdu ta rat tin twong va hiéu cho t6i.
Tuy nhién, s thiu hiéu ctia Phil khong phai tinh hudng t6i d murong twong, cau ta hiéu theo cach cia riéng minh, bang thé gii quan cta riéng minh.
“Pi Florida hd?”, ciu ta hoi.
n’, toi dap.
“Giit chd trong di chiic?”
“Ha?”
“Bao dam c6 niit vao phitt cudi dé c6 phéan bt trong di chiic?”’
“Ong chura chét duge dau. Chi 1 bi ran xuong hong thoi.”

“Ai 10i ciing s& chét, ban yéu a. Ong lai con séng & Florida. Gan tiéu rdi d6.” Bing 1 vAy. Toi van luon goi F lorida Ia “Céan phong cho ctia Chiia”, nhung
diéu cAu ta n6i 1 hoan toan sai. Toi s& khong di tham ng chi dé dinh huéng cho di chiic. Chua ké, 6ng da mét ba nam trude roi.

“Cudc hen ti qua ctia cdu thé n20?”, t6i hoi.

“T6 nghi t& 1am hong viée.”

“Taisao?’

“Khi nhén hoé don, t6 khong c6 du tién”, cau ta noi.

“Thé tin dung thi sao? Cau khong c6 thé tin dung a?”

“Hét han mirc roi. Khi gio, t& xai hét han mirc ciia em Ay ngay thang s& hiru dau tién.”
“Vay cau da lam gi?”

Ban dAu cdu ta khong tra 10i. Rdi cau ta ¢b ging ném mot vien glay bi vo trdn vao sot rac, tao thanh mot dudng cong cao vit, nhu thé minh
LeBron[ 1], va trét mot khoang xa. “T6 phai hoi muon tién co dy.”

[1] LeBron James: Biét hi¢u “King James”, 1a van dong vién bong rd nha nghé chuyén nghiép clia M.

Nhung cti trat ndy qua xa van dé. Thoi gian da hét. Game over. S& khong con co hdi ndo cho mdi quan hé nay nita. “Oi, Phil.”
“T¢ da lam hong viée ding khong?”

“T6 khong biét ¢6 4y thé nao.”

“Co Ay rat buc minh”, ciu ta noi.

“Vay thi ding rdi”

“T6 biét ma”, cAu ta day day 4n duong nhur thé ngd ra didu gl do. “Me kiép. Nhung ¢6 Ay khong c6 quyén goi mon vit. Gid ctia né 1én t6i bdn muroi do.
Qua tho 16! Cau ta n6i thém, nhur mdt dira tré bi ton thurong,
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“Té khong nghil ¢6 Ay ¢6 tinh lam vay dé si nhuc cau dau.”
“T6 nghf t& yéu ¢o y.”

“Chi mdi cude hen dau tién m.”

“Thi sao?”

“Khong sa0”, t6i n6i. Toi khong thiy phién voi viéc phai chia sé ciing cdu ta. Cé nhitng ngy ¢6 thé phién, nhung c6 nhimg ngay khong thé. Hom nay thi
khong thé. Khong thé, boi vi hdm nay t6i dang khdng vui.

Toi khong vui vi t6i qua lai mo vé John Ritter, lién quan dén toan b dan dién vién ciia Three’s Company[2], gdm ca hai ngudi chii cho thué nha. Toi s&
khong dé cap véi viéc ndy. Nguoi duy nhét biét v& n6 i Zach va ciu ta da thé s& gitr bi mat. Diéu ban du chi 1 chuyén vit vui vé dé ké véi ban be tai
tiéc rrou lai bién thanh ganh niing toi d6, ning téi mirc t6i cam thdy can phai xin 16i gia dinh cau ta. Nhung t6i doan chuyén nay dang khién ban khé hiéu,
nén t6i s€ gidi thich ludn day.

[2] Loat churong trinh truyén hinh M§ phat trén kénh ABC tir néim 1977 t6i 1984.

[t thang trude, trong lic nhau nhet tai Temple, nha hang mGi theo phong cach thoi thirong, Zach nai ni ching t6i tinh tién rdi di, t6i dva cot ném mdt qua 6
lu tir Iy martini ctia minh vé phia cdu ta. Nhung cdu ta né dugce, nén nd khong tring cdu ta ma thay vao d6 lai tring ngay John Ritter. Ba ngay sau, John
Ritter chét.

Tét nhién, ¢6 thé toi khong lién quan gi den viéc d6 — va lay Chia, t61 hy vong la vay. Nhung tdi ctr 1én tuc gip con 4c mong bi ong Furley va ong Roper
két 04, Chrissy cling tht ca nhirng a0 anh vé co Ay bit dau vay iy 01, giong nhur trong phim Lord of the Flies. Roi lai con Janet va Larry. Tét ca ho chi
Va0 61, n6i ring t6i da glet John Ritter. Bon ho ném 6 liu vao t61 rét dau! Cam giac kinh khing nhu ching 14 dan 6 liu bén ra tir mot khiu AK-47, dau
kinh khing. Vay I t6i ngdi x6m xudng, cd ging che chén, rdi bimg tinh, tim dap nhanh, va r6i. .. hom nay ki mot trong nhitng budi sang nhur thé.

Thé nén i nghii minh s& bt dAu tudn nghi phép ngay phut gidy ny. Toi tom Ay cac thr va di.

“Cho, ddy k& Brady Gilbert. Toi I cudc goi ctia ban, nhung ban da k& méit khoanh khéc tuyét voi duoc trd chuyén voi t6i. Néu ban mubn ndm bit
khoanh khic d6. .. hiy dé lai 1oi nhén, t0i s& goi lai.” Bip.

Khi t6i vé nha, ¢6 bay 101 nhén tir Sarah hru trong méy tra 1oi tur dong Nam lan clp may va hai loi nhén thir thiét. Ctr goi t6i 1 ké ghién cong nghé analog
di, nhung cting nhur nhitng nguoi thirdng Jdy tinh mang ra dé thé rang, tha nghe thir nhac tinh t& nhe nhang trén dia than con hon nghe trén CD, thi t6i thich
su am ap, tleng it va bat mo ctia chiée cat xét ghi 4m cii nay hon mot chiéc méy k thudt s6. Vi lai, t6i con c6 thé cit ghép mot cudn bang Sarah’s
Greatest Hits dn a0 thuc thu d& md tai cac cude choi bai hoic tiée tlng.

Nhung hién gio con mét d6 nhap nhay d6 da tr6 thanh thiét bi tra tAn t6i, mdi ngy déu dn d6 vao nha nhitng con séng bénh hoan. Phai nghe loi nhén di
hét sirc dang ghét ctia chinh minh da da ghe r01, g0 t61 lai con ¢6 thém ¢ nang ny lAm nghén song phat thanh nita chir. Trong mot loi nhin, c6 nang
nlnc 61 nhé lai cai thoi — mot giai doan rat ngin, toi phal 1n6i 16 voi ban — ma 61 gip chit “tic r6i” vé van dé tinh duc. Thire té: Moi gi dan 6ng déu gip
van dé vao Itc nay hodc lic khéc. Toi ciing khong hé ngoai I6.

Moi thir bat dau khi chiing t6i hen ho 1an dau tién. T6i nghil d6 mdt phan I vi 01 qua hoi hop dé thé hién ban thén, dén ndi khong thé “ngoc én”. Vi ca,
c0 nang cu nang nc doi ching t6i phai di kiémtra AIDS trude. Nén phai mét ca thang ching t6i m6i quan hé. Diéu d6 1am ti tre ché t6i mirc sau khi tat
ca da duoc kiém tra xong xudi va sdn sang vao cudc, thi toi luc bt tong tam.

RO 1an tiép theo, do t6i qua hoang hdt vi lan dau tién nén lai khong thé 1im gi. C6 ning béo toi thur gin. Nhung sau do lai goi ¥ cai mon Viagra chét toi,
khién moi thir cang t€ hon. Y t6i 4, t61 khong can Viagra. Toi chi bi cing thang qua ma thoi. Nhitng lan dau tién tryc trac 1a binh thwong, Toi khong bi
van dé gi hét.

Thé 1 t6i ding Viagra. N6 hiéu qua. Néu hiéu qué ¢ day I chi viée do mo hoi lanh, boc hod, va ¢6 cam gidc nhur thé sép lén con dau tim Nhung vang,
ching tf)i cg') thé quan hé dugce. Nhe ca nguoi, 6 mirc do nao d6 — vang, thir nho nhd chét tiét d6 hiéu qua - nhung ciling rat dang s, vi 16 nhu d6 1a cach
duy nhat dé t6i c6 thé quan hé thi sao?

R hoé ra, t6i khong hé can cdi vién thude nhé mau xanh d6. Toi c6 thé ty minh “trinh dién” hét. Va toi thyc sy khong thich ba hoa, nhung hau hét hai
ndm qua t6i khién c6 nang hét to t6i mirc hang x6m canh bén ting gio ngén cai véi tdi mbi lan giip tai thang may, that day!

Loi nhin ctia Sarah nhur sau:

“Chao, d6 khon. Nhé an anh khong thé ‘ngdc diy’ khong? Va toi cling bo tay, d6 déng throng hai! Anh nghi ¢6 bao nhiéu dra con gai ¢6 thé ning niu
va nudng chiéu anh vurgt qua chuyén d6? Khong dira nao. Nhung t6i thi ¢d. Va anh tra on t6i thé nao ha? Toi khdng bi€t tai sao anh nghi anh tot lanh

hon 6, hay & anh ¢6 thé |am t5t hon t6i, vi thrc té anh dau ¢ lam dugc. Va vén dé voi céi thang nho bé xiu clia anh dy a? Chédc chén s& tr¢ lai. Va néu
anh nghi t6i khdng biet anh udng yohimbe[3] moi ngdy, thi anh limto day.” Bip.

[3] Loai thudc diéu tri rdi loan cwong duong,

Pa ta troi dét 1 chiéc méy da ngit 10i c6 ta. Nhung rdi lai ¢6 phan hai. Ludn luén ¢6 phan hai.



“Céi may ngu ngoc cta anh ngit 10 t61”, ,cota tiép tuc. “N6i chung, yohimbe la Viagra dang thao mdc. Khong phai vitamin bd sung nhur anh n6i. Anh chi
1a ké thit bai u siu, d4ng thirong khong thé ‘ngdc day’ néu khdng noc thuoe. Goi lai cho t6i day.” Bip.

Loi nhéin ndy, nghia den 1An nghia bong, déu khong phai dang dem lai cam xtic tt lnh. Nhung té hon 1 hing x6m ngu ngbe nha bén da ddy cira vao cin
ho ctia 16i va nghe duroc doan cudi 1o nhin,

Gior thi, mdi ngiy deu nhyc nha theo cach déc biét riéng cta nd. Thure t&, t6i thich nghi i minh dang xy dung cé tinh. That nhleu, that nhleu ca tinh. Ban
tham chi c6 thé 16i rang c4 tinh ctia t6i qua du da. Nhung ndi phién toi khi mdt ¢6 nang budc vio ngay ding thoi diém. . . khién cho ndi nhuc cua toi
thing dén mot cip do moi.

“Nay, rat nhiéu anh chang déu bi, trm. .. vin dé mi”, ¢ ta noi.

“T6i khong co “vin d&’ ndo c4, c6 lam cai khi gié gi trong nha t6i thé ha?”

“Cau dé ctra myma.”

“D6 khong ddng nghi véi 16i moi. DAy dau phéi ky tic x4.”

“Purng c6 trut vice bét lre tinh duc ctia cau lén t6i. Toi chi dén dua thur cho cau thoi”

“T6t nhit 1a n6 chura bi mo ra.” Trong mdt phiit, ¢6 ta khong néi gi. C6 ta nhin quanh cn hd ciia t6i, tip trung vao birc twong xanh.

“Cau dinh son ca can ho mau do a?”

“Khong, chi bire tudng do6 thoi. D6 1a bire tudng 4n tuwong,”

“Puoc thoi, Martha Stewart[4]”, c6 ta noi.

[4] Nt doanh nhén timg durge ménh danh 1 “Nir hoang kinh doanh kiéu méu” & Mg, nhén vt mdt thoi durgc xem ki thin tuong trong giéi du tw chimg
khoan ctia pho Wall.

“Thur ctia t61 c6 bi md khong?”

“Cau c6 mudn lay khong?”, ¢6 ta n6i. Va vao lic d6, trong mdt thoang, 01 gan nhur tin ring néu t6i khong cu xir dang hoang, thi hoan toan c6 kha ning
s& khong nhin duoc thur ngay hém nay. Roi t6i nhin 14 thur ¢6 ta dang ve vAy trudc mit va thiy nd thuc sy da bi mo ra roi.

“T6i khong thé tin c6 dugc.”

“Nay, it ra t6i cling dua n6 cho cau.”

“C6 am on dimg m6 thur cia ti nira duoc khong?”

“Céu lam on dimg dé thur ciia minh chay vao hop thu ciia t6i duge khong?”, ¢d ta noi.
“T6i khong c6 b ching vao. Chi I nham Bn thoi. Buru dién can phai dinh chinh viée nay.”

“Pdng y.” Chiing t6i dimg d6 mot gidy. C6 ta van chura dura thur cho toi. Toi ghét viée ¢ ta nghe durgc 1oi nhéin kia. T6i nudn n6i gi d6 vé viéc ay,
nhung thdm chi con khong mudn dé cép t6i nd. Quy tha ma bat nha cd, Sarah.

“Thé dura t6i dugc khong?” Cudi cling ¢6 ta ciing dura toi. Thu da mo.

“Néu cau khong phién t0icoy kién”, ¢6 ta noi, biét cuc 16 1a t6i thiy phlen, “tién phat the tin dung ctia cau cao thit day Céunén goi ho va ¢b gang
thuyet phuc ho ha n6 xudng, T6i chi gmythm, Vi t0i cling lam vdy. May cong ty thé tin dung do s& cho cau tan doi néu cau cir dé vay. Y t6i . .. néu ho
¢6 ubng yohimbe hom dé”, ¢6 ta n6i, hoan toan cd tinh.

Toi mubn ddm ¢d ta mdt et “Viee do vui ima?”

“Toi nghi vay”, ¢6 ta pha 1én cudi. “Nghe nay, t6i chi dua thoi. D6 la ¢d nang giri ban chai a? Sarah?”

“C6 khong can biét tén ¢ ta. C6 khong can biét gi vé co ta hét.”

“Cha, xemra t6i da biét roi. Gios thi t6i biét nhiéu hon mdt chit so vdi can thiét.”

“C6 khong can biét gi hét, va 0 cling khong biét gi hét”, toi ni. “Con dan ba kia bj dién. Hai ngudi nén gap nhau di. C6 v6i 0 ta ¢6 nhidu diém chung
lam day. T6i dam c4 hai nguoi sé trd thanh cdp d6i hoan hao.”

“Puge thdi, néu viy ¢ 1§ ching t6i s& gip nhau. C6 thé an t6i o ta giri lai cho cau mdt soi day gidy hay gi d6, toi s& lru lai dia chi ctia ¢6 ta va viét 1oi



nhan moi ¢6 ta di udng tra.”

“Hoan hao.” C ta van con dimg d6. C6 ta nghi toi s& mdi ¢b ta vao ngdi a? Bién dil
“Pugc 101”7, ¢d ta noi. Va cd ta van dimg do.

“Con viée gi nita khong?”, t6i hoi.

“Khéng, tat ca thu ctia cau chi ¢6 chimg d6 thoi”, ¢6 ta nhin qua t6i, vao bén trong nha. “Thure ra, khong phar”, ¢6 ta n6i them “Toi giir quyén catalog
do Victoria’s Secret ctia cau. Ho c6 miy b pijama rat da thuong ma t6i mudn ddt mua. Véi lai, ciu ciling khong can dénnd.”

“Co that tinh c6 bénh d6.”

“Céi gi? Toi timg dé cau gilk cai catalog cua Pottery Barn. Va duong nhu cu c6 thé tan dung duoc nd ddy. Timng nghe t4i trang tri 6 ndi thit chua? Y
t61 13, ngodi cai ‘birc twong an tuong’ kia ra?”’

“T6i vira chuyén dén thoi”, t6i noi. “Tai sao toi phai giai thich véi ¢o nhi?”
“Toi khong biét, nhung t6i di ddy”, ¢6 ta néi, va t6i dé y thiy co ta dang lo dang birt mong tay.
“Déng tic that. Toi ghét thay co phai di.” Toi hoi khép cira lai, goi y nhan 1oi vira rdi clia ¢6 ta.

“D6 ¢6 phai 14 sy mia mai moi la na t6i rat hay dugc nghe toi khong?” C6 ta néi cing nu curdi nhéch moi d xtic pham dé lp day toan bo cin ho rét
trong trai cuia toi.

“Tambiét.”

“Tambiét”, ¢b ta ngim nga, tung tiy nhur thé chang c6 gi xay ra. Nhu thé 6 ta khong hé xam pham khong gian ciia t6i, nghe Ién con dc mdng riéng tur
cua 01, va cudp di quyén catalog Victoria’s Secret khi gi6 cua toi nita.

-
“Liéu c6 phdi cau bi undo...?”

- Heather, Heathers

“Bién di, hoan toan. ... bién han dil”

- Randy, Valley Girl
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Chwong 20: HEAVEN

M6t sb ngudi thd 1 that! Anh chang d6 can phai di kiém tra nfio. Thao ndo ma hdn van doc than.

Trong lic ngdi nghii hin 1 ke dang ghdt thé nao, t6i chot nhd minh Vﬁnﬂc(‘)n no hén murdi d6. Hom nay tam trang’hér.n ¢6 ve t¢, nén toi khong chic minh ¢6
nén quay lai o lic nay d€ tra tien khong. Nhung t0i dam néi han 1a ki€u ngudi s& chi chict t6i néu khong tré, the nén toi lay mdt to mudi do tir trong vi va
qua g0 ctra ké bén.

“Ai d6?”, han hét len.

“La t61”, to1 hét tra.

“Tai sao vy, Chia oi? Tai sao?” Toi nghe hén n6i. Va t6i dimg do, hinh dung hén dira clra, nhung khong c6 vé gi 1 nhur vay. Toi bén ap tai vao canh
ctra dé xem liéu ¢ the nghe thay tiéng hian dén gan khong, va vao ngay khoanh khac d6, han mo ctra. T6i ngl vao trong nha han, day ng ludn ca han.

Bdng nhién t6i théy minh ndm trén 1 ngudi i han. That ky cyc khi lan d4u tiép XUc co thé v6i ngudi khic. Bac bict la theo phirong ngang. Du chi trong mjt
gidy ngin ngi, nhur hién tai, ban van s& cam thiy dudng ranh gidi gitta cai tdt va c4i xiu. Ban hoan toan b phoi bay trude nguoi kia. Tuy nhién, day la sy
tiép xuc khong dugc trong doi, va du cam t6i dudng nhur khép hoan héo vao chd hom giita xirong ba vai va ¢b héin, nhung t6i van phat hoang vi ¢6 thé
16 khong thude vé noi do.
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Héin ¢6 miii nhur vo nhya vira x¢é ra tir mdt chiéc CD mi, va t6i ¢d tish khong nhin vao méit héin. Roi hiin bt dau cuoi, va co the t6i chuyen dong cing
hén trong mdt thoang, khi bung ctia han that lai. Cam giac ¢ chit giong nhu toan than dang ludt van. Roi ti truron di va lan minh khoi han.

“Cb chinh 1 thir d6, diing khong?”” Han n6i. “C 14 syr trimg phat oan nghiét vi nhimg nghiép churdng toi timg Bm.”

Toi dirng ddy va phiii nguoi, ¢b hét strc d& v nhu khong phai minh vira méi ng ap 1én hin. “Toi quay lai dé tra cau td murdi d6 da muon.”
“Cudp m6i ding”

“‘Muon.”

“Sao ciing dugc.”

“Cau c6 mudn ly hay khong?”, t6i hoi.

“C6, t6i co mudn”, hin quét tra, giat to tién khoi tay t6i. “Pay c6 dong nghia 1 ¢6 ciing tra toi cudn catalog Victoria’s Secret khong?”
“Khong”

“T6i khong chuyén di dau”, hén noi.

“Gico?”

“Néu day 1 trod khi dé khién t6i don di, dé ban t6t ctia c6 ¢ thé don i & canh bén hay gi do, thi nd s& khong xay ra.”

“Xi! Xemai 4o tuong kia!”

“Cha, chir ¢b con ¢6 li do gi khac dé tan pha cude doi mot ké xa la khén khd ha?”, hin hoi. Toi gan nhur bi xtic pham, nhung ddng thoi lai cam thiy hoi
tur hao.

“Pay Ia tan pha a? Nghiém tic sao?”

“Pai khai vay.”

“Toi chi dang than thi¢n thoi.”

“Pay | cach c6 than thién 4?” Hin ta hoai nghi.

“Nhu hang x6m?”

“Hang x6m thi mo thur ctia nhau, cip tién va catalog. ..”
“Muron.”

“Sao ciing doc!”, hén hét Ién. Roi nhim mét lai dé b lay lai mdt chit kiém soat. Song chi thanh cong chit dinh. “That ¢ hoi qua dang, ¢6 ¢6 nghi viy
khong? Poi ngan lam! Ai ma c6 thoi gian lam tat ca nhitng chuyén the nay chir?”

“Thie ra, diéu d6 khong hoan toan ding. Poi khong ngin”, t6i ndi. “Doi chinh 14 thir dai nhat ma anh phai trai nghiém cho t6i khi chét.” Va hén im king,
lan dAu tién.

“C0 14 ai vy ha?”, hén hoi.

“D6 1 cau hoi tu tir, hay cau dang hoi tén thit ciia t6i? Ca hai diéu cau déu chura timg im.”
“Cau hoi tu tir ddy”, hén d4p. Va rdi mot e au sau, hin m6i n6i thém. “Ma ¢ tén gi?”
“Heaven.”

“Do 1a tén c6 duoc dat khi smhra a?”

“Chuén.”

“Cha me ¢ 1 dan p di?”, hén hoi.

“Khong han.”

“A, tén hoi khac thuong”



Do 1a 16i khen a? Toi ty hoi. Khong, khong phai. Khac thuong nghia 1 khac thuong,

“Tén rét dep”, héin ndi thém. Toi dé ¥ théy hiin khong nhin t6i, va khong dinh nhin, Héin dang doc suy ngh ciia t6i a? Néu khong, thi k khd néng tinh toan
thoi gian ciia hén t6t dén chét tiét. Néu co, thi toi phai bién khoi chd nay ngay.

“Camon”, t0i ni.
“Khong c6 gi.” Ching t6i dimg lo ngo & d6 mdt ic. Han i khong con gi khac. Toi da dua han tién rdi, vAy t6i nén di thoi.
“Puge o, t6i ndi. “Chiic cau budi tdi vui vé.

“Cb ciing vAy”, hin n6i, va toi quay trd' v& cin hd ctia minh.

Hom nay t6i kham duoc miéng cd thé ]é:m duoc mot am thanh Irm, béng céch 4n cai ludi da u(‘)n“cong VAo vommiéng, Rdi sau d6 dai khai 1 “tic” mdt
cai. Van con kha moi mé, nén chua 16 1am, nhung n6 phat ra tiéng rat to va kha vui, t6i khong thé ngirng lam.

Ban dAu moi nguwdi tai nha hang khd tha vi voi n6, nhung by gio, sau mot gior nghe t0i Eim chuyén do, t0i nghi ho khong thich Eim. Nghe nhur thé mdt con
soc chudt. Va khi o gang lam viée do, t6i s€ phai the ludi, hai 16 mili n to, va thé hit ra. Toi khong bict liéu co phai banh miii khong, nhung t6i van lam
T61 khong the tur thay minh khi lam viéc d6, nhung van ¢ thé thay cép moi tré ra néu nhin xuong, va toi nghi c6 1& minh gidng mdt con khi.

Toi rt s phéi nhin vio gwong trong lic kim. Toi khé chiic chin, ring dit gwrong mit thé ndo, né ciiing khong hé hap dan. Néu 6i thure sur thoang nhin
duoc chinh minh khi dang lam t6i s€ chang bao g lam the nifa. . . Va viéc ndy thi qua vui ma. Neu nghe hoi la, thi t6i c6 the m6e ndi nd véi tinh dye. Toi
dam chac ban da bicu hién ca ta nét miét trong con khao khat. Néu ban tirng that sy trong thay minh Iic ay, han ban s€ chang bao gio lam cai viée d6 lan
nita. Nhung tinh dyc, ciing giong nhur &m thanh moi cua t6i, rat vui. Ca hai déu khong can nhin k¥ vao guong, Trir phi ban ¢ trong mdt khach san nho ¢
gin guong trén tran.

Toi vira tic ludi, vira danh bong dé dac bang ruou vodka ré tién, roi bdng nghii ra ¢4 18 t6i nén hoa mit it vao ca phé. Dursao ca phé cta ching t6i cling
do &, va noi nay thi chz?n dét} tn ¢, nén cling s& chang hai ai. Toi lap tL'rg nhén ra d6 1a mdt sai lam, nhung gior thi lai qua hroi nén khong the di lay tich
khac, vi vay t6i danh uong not va tu nhé trong dau: Ca phé trdn vodka bang dé té.

Mot s6 nguoi ¢6 tim hdn bay bong, Toi thi bay bbng gitta ban ngay voi PR. Tinh hubng nhur sau: Toi dang lwdi biéng xem qua mbt t& roi v& nim mon
dac biét danh cho ngay Valentine thi chot nghi— thir ndy c6 tiém ning tré nén cuc ky thanh cong. Ba mon — lya chon cua nhig nguoi tham gia tot nhit

—caphé, tra, trang miéng. . . hét bao nhiéu? Lam on di, d6 1 ngdy Valentine ma. Céi démmoi anh chang déu cb ging dén bi vi minh da 1 mot ga u ki
trong sudt ba trim sau muroi bn ngiy con lai trong nam. Chiing t6i c6 thé ly phi ghp doi ma van s& dong nghit.

Tu duy thé nao nhi? Tiém néng loi nhuén 1 mdt phin trong tiém ning thi truong. Va trong truong hop ndy, sudt dém ching ta s& luon co s6 nguoi tham
gia nhiéu hon sb ban. Khong tinh dén bira dn nam mén. Néu quan tim dén noi ndy, t6i s& dé sudt cho ho dia diém vang d6. Nhung t6i khong quan tam,

thé nén lai quay V& Vi viée tic ludi.

Toi ngung tic ludi khi Brett, cau phu ban moi, xdng xd¢ di ngang qua. “Toi s& dbt cai chd ndy”, ciu ta ku bau, da canh cira dang mo trén dudng vao
bép.

Brett da dén day duoc ba hom, va ciu ta kha ky cuc. Lin di va tréng hoi cuc mich. Céu ta ¢ ria mép rat mong, trong khé hay, va lién tyc bién mt trong
2o lam.

Ngay dau tién dén ddy, ciu ta chéng ndi 1oi ndo. Vi bét cir ai. Toi cb ging goi chuyén, nhung chéng duoc dap lai nhidu nhin gi cho cam R?)i giita
chirng ca lam thir hai, ciu ta lai néi rat nhiéu. Can ban i hét nhu doc dién. D6 I dicu quai gd nhat t6i timg thay. Cho dén khi t6i ngd ra 1 hin caura
dang say thuoc.

Va ngay hdm sau, sau nhiéu man bién mét trong ca lam, tAt ca déu duoc xac nhén khi cau ta thyc sy quay lai voi bot tréng dinh noi miii.

Gi0, da ba ngdy, cau ta 10 rang mlép “ddt ’céi‘ch(:) ndy”. Ban thin t6i cling khong yéu mén gi nd, nhung ndy! D6t né w? Cau phu ban mdi nay hinh nhur
thicu chiit thurde tac thong thuong day. Thi€u tam vai tram phin.

Trong khi do, t0i dé y thiy Bruce bén ngoai, nhay Ién nhay xudng nhu bi dién. Hén gd dién cudng lén cua s0, ra hiéu cho 61 dén gan. Toi di vé phia cira
s0 thi thay han chi mdt ngudi dan ba dang nhanh chan di khéi con pho, va la hét bao t6i ra ngoai d6. The nén toi ra khdi cira.

“Bit con my d6!” Han hét, lai chi ngudi dan ba.

Toi nhin ¢6 ta. “Tai sao?”

“Vi vira danh cip hét tit ca gidy toilet khoi phong tim va i ddy ra ghé 1an san!”
“Nghe gom qua!”, toi noi.

“Bit a1 Han hét én, vAy tay vé phia ¢6 ta nhur thé héin va ban tay déu lén con dién.

“Tai sa0? Anh mudn t6i im gi vi ¢b ta?”



“Léy lai chd gidy toilet!”

Pay I mdt trong nhitng khoénh khiic khién t6i tw hoi “minh kim gi & ddy thé nity?” ma toi tréi nghiém vao mbi ca kim viéc. Toi thyre sur can tim lai mdt
cong viée 6n dinh. D t6i tur th voi minh Ia s€ khong bao gio lam vice trong van phong nita, sau lin danh ra ba gio sap xép b suu tap PEZ cua sép ci,
¢0 ta lai hét vao mit t6i rang thich sap x&p ching theo ki€u khong c6 hai mon hoa cing mau nao dat canh nhau.

“Anh di mi bt co ta”, t0i n6i.

“Toi khong thé. T6i 1 dan 6ng. T6i c6 dai den tam ddng. Toi khong mudn trong nhu thé tin cong a.”

“Vay thi bo di.”

“Khong”, hin quét. “Con mu d6 cip gidy toilet ctia ching ta, va dy khong phai lan dau tién.”

“C6 ta | khéch a?”

“Khong! A cir thé budc vao va di thing toi nha vé sinh.”

“DA c6 ai don nha vé sinh chura?” Toi hoi, liéc vé phia d6 voi khong it hii hing,

“C nhtic nhich di dwoc chua? A sp di mit roil”

“T6i khong biét anh mudn t6i m gi, Bruce. Toi s& khong di tom con mu d6 dau.”

“Néu mudn tiép tuc am viée, ¢b phai di”, hén ta n6i voi cai cam vénh cao, 1ong may nhudng Ién. That I vo ciing nham nhi! T6i phai dudi theo mdt con &
dién trén phd? Mot & dién bam sinh wira i khap nha vé sinh va danh cap gidy toilet? Vi Bruce khong chiu bo tién mua thém vai cudn?

Thé 14 61 dudi theo 4 ta trén phd, va bét kip. Thbi tha mdt ndi (choi chit nhé) 1a c6 4 b tat ca gidy toilet trong c4i i vai.
“Xin 161", t6i noi.

“Bién di’, 4 noi.

“Thura c6, t6i khéng mubn giy chuyén. Nhung sép cia t6i rt mudn ly lai chd gidy toilet.”

“Tao khong c6 cai gidy toilet chét tiét gi ctia miy. Pé tao yén, khong thi tao s& goi canh sat.”

“Toi thdy c6 gidy toilet trong ti ctia ¢, thua ¢6.”

“Aaaaaaaah!” A ta hét 1én 16i choi, khién toi so' khiép via. Toi nhin lai Bruce, hén gio' mt ngon trd huéng kn. Con my niy bj dién, t6i chi mudn v& thoi
Nhung néu quay lai cho Bruce ma khong cé giay toilet, thi mt lan nita, toi s€ mat viéc. That 1a cuc ky nham nhi!

“Nay”, t6i noi. “C6 dua t6i mot cudn thdi durge khong? Néu toi quay lai nha hang ma khong ¢ g, t6i s& gip ric roi. Toi s& khong doi co chia phan dau.
T61i chi can mdt cudn thdi.” Toi nhin & ta mdt cach van nai.

“Pi an shit di, dd vo lail”
Téi iy mot hoi. Hit vao. .. thora.

“Mot cudn thoi”, 161 lai noi. A ta lai dom bude di. Toi khong mudn cham vio 4, nhung da nghe tiéng Bruce hét t6i, “Tai sao khong tim Ay c6 ta?”. Blah,
blah, blah.

Toi khong biét phai am gi. Thé nén t6i tom cai tti, va moi thir bién thanh mdt cudc chién ging co. A ta lai la hét nita. Nhiéu nguoi quay lai nhin xem tai
sao lai 0n ao. Roi toi thay Brady, g hang xdm. Han cling dang nhin t6i — canh tugng rd rang la trong nhur t6i dang ¢ gang cudp ti cla a nay.

“Ciru voil Canh sét!”, & ta hét lén. Brady dang nhin sy viéc véi vé mit bdi rdi, hoang hot ma toi chura timg thy. Ve mit n6i voi i rang néu truée day
han chua biét, thi hién gio hiin da chac chan mot tram nurdi phén tram 13 t6i bi dién. Va tai sao hén lai khong nén nghi thé co chir?

P mroi. A ta dang gio tro, khién ti trong cang ¢ hai hon. Bruce dang nhip chén, t6i biét dola glau hiéu khong t6t, bén quyét dinh, khén kiép. Toi da
cho mit tay vao tii. Toi cham vao hai cudn gy toilet va tim lay ching, rut tay lai trong Itic 4 cb ging can 101, 61 huynh huych tr¢ va nha hang, Trong lic
quay vé, toi thdy Brady ha hbc mdm. Thé nén i lam didu duy nhit c6 thé nghi tdi, i chia ngdn tay thdi vé phia hén, sau d6 di vao trong nha hing,

Ban dang doc truyén Anh Chang Ngu Ngo' Va C6 Nang Ric Roi dwoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.


http://ebookfull.net

Chwong 21: BRADY

Oi chia oi! Khong con tir ngit ndo dién ta dugc diéu toi vira thiy. C6 ta hoan toan dién rd! Lai con co tit &n cip nita chir. Va cai nha hing n ¢6 hang
xom clia t61 bude vao sau khi cudp gidy toilet ctia & kia lai tinh co chinh la Temple. Chinh Ia nha hang noi John Ritter xay ra tai nan. Cho d6 toan dem
dén tin xau, nén ncu c6 ta lam viée & do, that qua phu hop!

T6i Ién t6i gin, nhin qua cira s6. La ky chura, ¢6 ta dang dimg nhén goi mon. Thé con min xAu xa toi vira chimg kién thi sao? Nghi ngoi t phut chi dé
cudp do ctia mdt a ve chai va boc 16t mot it gidy Cottonelle?

C6 ta thy t6i, bén rut dau lai. Nhung mt gidy sau, toi doan ¢ ta ‘nghi lai, vi 0 ta bude thang lai cira sO vanoi, “Viée gi?”. Toi khong nghe dugc, nhung
doc duge mbi cd ta. Va du co mot I6p kinh ngin ¢ giira, t61 van rit chéc chin giong ciia ¢d ta khong hé 4m ap goi moi. Thanh thit ma n6i, t6i khong
hiéu tai sao ¢6 ta lai ném cho minh thai d do. Toi ching 1Am gi ca, ngoai trir viée chimg kién vu cudp gidt ciia ¢6 ta. Diéu nay lai im t6i mubn nghe CD
Thievery Corporation khi ndo vé dén nha.

Toi ctr thé budc di. Toi lic dau, bude di. C6 gai nay that la dang so! Trén duong v&, t0i di ngang qua huyén thoai phim néng Ron Jeremy. Toi ddm n6i
v6i ban, khong c6 ai mang tit dng ngau duoc nhur gi do.

Téj vé dén nha, my CD Sounds ﬁpm the Verve hi-fi, tir pha cho minh cbe cé’phé 1di lén ké hoach chién hrqc. T6i s& lam that hoanh trang. Hershey’s sén
xuat chocolate sira, ho rat may man moi ¢6 dugc Sira qué cua toi. Toi tim kiém Google vé Hershey’s va thay trang web ctia ho. Tinh cd, t61 bong nghi
Google cing dugc ding nhur dong tir, that thi vi. Pay Ia dieu khong he ton tai it ndm trude, con bay gio' thi sao, n6 vira la danh tir, dong tir, vira la thir
thure su khong thé thi€u trong cudc song clia toi. Va néu trude day nd chua chinh thirc 1a dong tir, thi bay gio 1a thé. Ban c6 thé camon.

Toéi ]éy s6 dién thoai tir trang web, goi. Cudc tro chuyén nhu sau:

“Bo phén chiam soc khéch hang ciia Hershey’s, t6i 1 Darlene, quy khach can gitip gi a?”

“Chao, Darlene. Toi dang tim céch lién hé véi tru s& chinh. C6 ¢6 biét t6i nén goi cho s6 nao khong?”

“Cé viéc gi thura quy khach?”

“N6 lién quan dén mdt y turdng san pham moi.”

“T6i ¢6 thé chuyén y kién ciia quy khéach tdi viin phong tru so, va ho s& lién hé lai véi quy khach.”

“T6i rét cam on”, toi dap. “Nhung ti can n6i chuyén truc tiép voi ai do.”

“Quy khach dang n6i chuyén véi t6i ddy a”, ¢6 nang ndi. C6 phai toi nghe duroc chit xiu gidu cot len 161 vao giong ni von rat ngot ngio ctia 6 Darlene
nay khong nhi?

“Bring roi. Va di rét cam kich cong stic cita ¢6, Darlene, nhung t6i thye sur cin ndi chuyén voi ai d6 vé viée kén lich hen giip. DAy i mt mo vang cho
khai thic. Mot ngay nao d6 cd c6 thé ke voi moi ngudi rang minh 13 mdt phan trong cudc dién thoai dau tién. The nén c6 hdy tot bung ma chi cho t6i
dung hudng.”

“To6i s& ndi voi quy khach diéu t6i lam. .. , ¢6 nang trinh trong noi.

B‘Lé' gi?”

“Quy khach c6 thé dit cau hoi hodic dua y kién, t6i s& chuyén ching t6i vin phong tru s6, sau do6 s€ co ngudi lién he lai voi quy khach.” Pay Ia cau tra loi
dong khung y chang cau c6 ta da noi voi t6i ba nuroi gidy trude. Toi khong chi nuon doi lai ba nuroi gidy ctia doi minh, ma con muodn Darlene bi dudi
ViEc.

“Pay khong phai cau hoi hodc ¥ kién, Darlene. Pay 1 mdt ¥ tudng vé san phim.”

“Vay quy khach hy n6i voi t6i, t6i s& gitip chuyén Ioi. Va s& c6 nguoi...”

“Duoc 1di, 161 biét. S& ¢ nguoi lién hé lai voi toi. Van dé 1 ¢ day. Toi chéc chan ¢d 1 ngudi tot, Darlene. Chéc chén. Nhung t6i khong quen ¢6. Py
mot y tudng triéu do. CO co nghil t61 sang suot néu ban vé nd voi cd khong?”

“Quy trinh 1 nhur vdy, thua quy khach”, giong c6 ta déu déu.
“Khong, t6i khong thé n6i vai ¢6.”
“Vay con viée gi khéc t6i c6 thé giap quy khach khong a?”

‘Khéng.”
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“Chuic quy khéch mdt ngiy diy ap Hershey’s”, ¢6 ta n6i va gic mdy. Toi mudn dim vao mit Darlene.

Hir, sur viée khong dién ra nhu t6i du tinh. C6 thé di mot chuyén 161 tru s& ctia Hershey’s s€ t6t hon. Hodc biét dau toi nén goi cho Knudsen, Tuscan,
Borden, Hodc Parmalat[1].

[1] Céc thirong hiéu thure phim ndi tiéng ctia M.

Toi dang dinh tim website ctia céc thwong higu d6 thi nghe tiéng g0 cira. La Zach. Ciu ra biét t0i khong thuc s di Florida. Toi dé cau ta & ngodi d6 gb
nhip thém it phut, nhung 16i cdu ta cat tiéng hat.

“Joise’s on a vacation far away...” Chét giong cao viit clia cu ta rat hop voi bai hat. Nhung (jéy 1a bai The Outfield co'm, ¢t hit ngoan myc nhét trén
doi. Cauta lam vy d€ ha nhyc t6i, vi cdu ta biét t6i s€ nhac mong ra md clra. Ping that. Vinéu khong, t6i bict cau ta s€ hat sang bai Sister Christian
ngay.

“Toi 4c hoan hao”, cdu ta n6i khi ludt qua t6i va mo cura t lanh.

“Té wira goi dién cho Hershey’s xong.”

“Hom trurde t6 t6i cira hang ghi ant”, Zach tiép 1oi.

“Nay, Hershey’s day!”

“Lat nita”, Zach ndi kémmot cai vay tay. “T6 vira dinh cam miy cai DVD ra.”

“May cai DVD phim sex 4y 4", t0i xen vio.

Zach tham chi khong dé y. “Va ¢ c0 gii budc vao, ¢6 thir gi d6 trong tii khién chudng béo trom kéu todng kn. K& hoach thé nay nhé: Ching ta xem
thir gi kich thich duoc ’Chl’l(A)I]g béo, trang bi thir d6 cl}o ngrf)t ngu’o1, 101 nhét day minh bg dia Chiia té nhfrng chiéc nhan, va tinh toan sao cho lic chu(")r} ra
khép voi nguoi ban boi roikia. . . Cu ta s khong the hicu ndi tai sao thir minh mang vao ctra hang lai khin chudng bao kéu. Nhén vién an ninh s& xau
hd, khdng mudn kién cdo, va phiii tay cho qua hét.”

“Cép vit |a tuyét chiéu ciia cau sa0?”, t6i hoi. “Ching ta 1 ai chir, mdt d4m hoc sinh cdp ba hu hong sao?”

“Puoc thoi... thé nay thi sao? T6 giri cho cau mot la thur trong phong bi tai niém phong durgc, cau nhét thur tra 101 vao trong, niém phong lai, 101 viét
‘Chuyén trd ngudi gui’ ¢ phia trude. Bi duogc han hai chiéu chi voi phi mdt chiu nhé.”

“Tuyét ddy, Zach”, t6i ndi. “Ching ta s& kiém dugc ca mot gia tai bang cach bon rit ba muroi im xu ciia chinh phi.”
“N6i cho cAu bit, phai dén ba nmuroi bay... hodc ba muoi chin xu 101, Thoi, thé chuyén cua cdu thi sao?”

“Méi wira goi dién cho Hershey’s xong,”

“Va?”, cau ta hoi

“Cd a d6 khong thém gitp chiit ndo, lai con chiic t6 ‘co mdt ngdy day p Hershey’s’.”

“Nghe hoi gidng kiéu ctia Disney nhi.”

“Hoi giéng céi con khi.”

“Gidng”, cau ta noi.

“Nay, doan xem t6 gip ai trén duong vé nha?”’, toi hoi. Roi tyr tra 1oi un, vi ciu ta s& ching doan ndi. “Ron Jeremy.”
“Cai thing d6 bi ‘choi’ y nhur &4m con gai.”

“Y nhu moi ngdi sao phim sex khac”, t61 dinh chinh.

“Té ching bao giov hleu duoc. Thing d6 x4u t&. Hin khién t6 murong twong dén mot gi t& timg loi dung dé co duoc pizza mién phi. Nguoi giao pizza toi,
bon t& ddi co it pht, rdi tiép theo 14 bon t& choi nhau. Khoan, khoan. .. g3 d6 1 con gai. Rdi thi ¢6 hai ngudi. U, viy d6.”

“Thét tinh”, t6i ndi, “lam sao ma ga ta lai duoc dong m?iy canh d6 nhi?”.
“Té nghil 46 13 nhor cai phén to tudng kia”, cdu ta dap. “Nhung c6 thé hdi trude nguoi ta khong quan trong dién mao bang phan. .. sex.

“Hoic biét dau quan trong | ai chiu tinh nguyén quan hé trude dng kinh camera dé finh niim chyc d6.”



Zach nghiém nghi gt dau dong y. “Y kién hay ddy. L& ra t6 s& noi cau dang dan trude, nhung hémno t6 ciing ¢6 vu rat hay, quén ndi voi cau. ... ai iy
nhi?” Cau ta gd cam. Ri ngdn tay viron kén, chot nh ra. “Al La ¢6 trong quéng céo Palmolive.”

“Madge 4y a?”

“Dling, Madge!”

“Tuyét”, toi noi. “C5 ta trong thé nio?”

“Ban oi. C6 phai ¢6 ta ‘hot” dAu ma ndi. Cau hdi co ta trong thé ndo 1 sao? C6 ta 1y Madge thoi.”

“Ding nhi. Madge c6 thé ha guc Ron Jeremy day.”

“Co6 khi 1a hoa”, ciu ta ndi.

“Té nghi cau dan trudc”, t0i thira nhn. Zach va t6i lun do nhau vé viée trong thy cac nhan vt ndi tiéng hang B. Ai ciing ¢6 thé thiy Britney Spears
hay Harrison Ford. Khi séng & New York, viéc d6 d& nhu an keo. Véi ching t6i, thay nhimg ngudi nhur Gary Coleman hay anh chang gi d6 dong phim
Bosom Buddies thi thti vi hon nhiéu. Chang nhd tén anh ta 1 gi. Anh chang khong thanh cong dugc nhu Tom Hanks dy. Ké na hién tai hin dang cay
déng khon ciing,

“Xubng choi di”, Zach ndi. Pugc céi tién 1 quan bar cau ta Bm ndm ¢ ngay bén dudi khu ¢6 cin hd ctia toi, va tdi nay co chuong trinh karaoke.
“Khong duoc. Té dang Ién ké hoach chién luge.”

“Lai udng mdt ly Jameson rdi hiing lén cai ké hoach chién hroc ciia cau.”

“Loi khuyén hay ddy nhi”, ti noi.

“Thoi nao”, ciu ta n6i, phui bay vé gleu cot nhur thé né chi | chut vay gau trén toc. “Bén choi mot chit thoi. Cau biét t6 ranh hét miy ¢6 trong d6 m.
Cauco the hurong sai may co bi dat ra.”

“Té khong tham gia vu d6. Khong can c6 ndo hét. Cau biét ma.”

“Vicon ngéc Sarah a?”, caura hoi.

“Khong, vi t6 thiy di rdi. To khong mudn quen biét gi hét. Pay 1 e dwoc i chinh minh. C6 thé tim khoang nam nim, t& s& nghi xem sao.”

“Nam nam? Cau dang n6i cai chét tiét gi vay? Cau s& khong ngi v6i ai trong nam nim?”

Céu nay khién t6i nghiém tiic hin, gia str tam thoi trong ndm ném t6i khong ¢4 tinh dyc. Va dé ban biét mdt chit vé tinh trang tim Iy va tinh cam yéu dubi
cta tOi, thi vien canh d6 gan nhu kha hap dan. Nghi ma xen Chang can cau Chia rang c6 nang s& khong xoay nguoi di, quay mit ve phia bire tuong khi
t6i da ddu hidu kin déo “Puoc khong?”’ . bang cach dit tay 1én nguc phai ciia ¢o nang. Khong con phai chiu canh chiéc ludi bién thanh mot to gidy nhdm
kho rép trong sudt chuyén hanh trinh vo tan ruot dudi sy thiing hoa. Khong con phai kiém tra bao cao su, sau khi da xong viéc, xem c6 dau hiéu 1o ri
nao khong.

Chia long thanh, 1& nhur ¢6 mbt con gidng ndo tir ha thé ciia ti chay lac vao vach tir cung mém nmi ctia ¢b nang va khién ¢6 nang ha sinh Brady Nhoc,
dé rdi mot ngay ndo do, thang bé di chita ung thu hodic giai quyét van dé khing hoang néng hrong thi sao. Khong thé ndo quay lai voi co thé mo mang
budn ngi v6i cau thoai duy nhét sau cude vui i chit Eu bau: “Bimg c6 ma gianh hét tim chin diy”,

“T6 ¢6 61 gl vé chuyén khong quan hé tinh duc dau”, t6i dap. Vimdt khi da néi ra, thi nhd lai c6 mot bd ngue va chiéc bung phing trung ra trude mt,
61 s& van vui vé lao Ién 1ai ¢§ xe do trd vé thing dia nguc.

“Vay thi ra ngoai choi.”
“Hién tai, tinh duc khong phéi wu tién hing dau cta t6. Té dang cb ging md mdt cong ty. Sang ché cac thir...”

“C6 phai vi ‘van dé nho nhd’ cdu dang gap phai khong?” Cau ta hoi, va toi cam thiy nhiét d6 trong ngurdi minh tang thém hai chuc d6. Zach 1 c4u ban
tOt nhat cua t61. Toi ké vdi cau ta moi thir. Nhung t6i chura bao gio ké voi cau ta ve viée do.

“Cau dang ndi cai gi vy?”

“Sarah ndi v6i t6.”

“Oi lay Chuia, vay 12 vi chuyén d6 dung khong?”

“Cau can phai iy lai phong d6”, cau ta tién lai gin, de doa choang tay quanh ngudi toi. Nhung chi véi mot cai nhin, t6i khién ciu ta b lai. “Khi gio.

Sarah’]a mit dira do hoi dang thurong hai. TS bao dam thiy c6 ta thi t& ciing khong ngde ddy ndi. Cau gip may vi cd nang khong khién cau bién thanh
gay day.”



“Troi oi! Khong. .. .van...dé...gi... hét”
“Co ta dau c6 néi nhur vay.”
“Ma nhén tién, cau ndi chuyén véi Sarah lic nao?”

“Té khong ¢6”, cau ta dap. “C6 nang dé loi 101 nhén trong hop thu thoai ciia t¢. Té dam béo 1a ¢6 ta dé lai i nhin twong t trén hop thir thoai cla tat ca
moi nguol.”

“Tuyét voi 6ng mit gioi.” Gior thi t6i can mot ly Jameson i déy.

Ching r6i dén bar, va t6i khong chi udng mot, ma t4i hai ly Jameson. Toi gidi thich toan bé tinh hudng véi Zach, rang moi thir chi xay ra ¢ ln dau tién
trong thoi gian quen nhau, blah, blah, blah. Nhung cau ta khdng quan tim. Cau ta cho t6i ra ria ngay khi Cap song sinh Twister budc vao. Tara Clean va
Darling Nikki.

Tara Clean ¢6 duoc biét danh ndy vi c6 ning ludn mang theo t& gidy két qua xét nghiém AIDS moi nhét t6i khéip moi noi. Con Darling Nikki da duo'c
goi nhur the keé tir nhirng ném tam muroi, khi bai Purple Rain ra doi va tr¢ thanh bai hat yéu thich ctia moi ¢6 gai. Ho tr6 thanh “Cap song sinh Twister” vi
quan bar ctia Zach ¢6 mdt san nhay duoc thiét ké giong tro game Twister[2], va Nikki cung Tara thuong 1én d6 — trong nhitng bo trang phuc ho hang —
dé kich dong moi ngudi. Chi chdc Tat, moi ngudi déu mudn tham gia. N6 trd thanh mén thu hit chinh tai quan. Dé tra cong, céc ¢d nang duoc chia mot
phin nho tién 1o

[2] Twister: Trd choi v6i cac chédm tron nhidu méu, ngudi choi tim céch dit tay hodc chan vao céc cham tron ¢ mau twong tmg cho timg dot quay ngau
nhién, ngudi thua 1 ngurdi bi ngd hoac chong cui cho xuong tham.

Toi kiém tra cac tin nhin & nhd, va c6 tin nhén tir Phil

“Chao, anh ban. Té doén chéc 1 cau dang trén miy bay. To chi mubn n6i voi cau i Sarah da goicho t¢. Co ay noi... a, ¢o 4y ni gi ciing khong quan
trong dau. Nhung nghe ndy. .. t6 ¢6 mit vién Viagra. NO namtrong vi t6 khoang bdn thang rdi, nhung cu cd thé Iy néu can. TG mua vi ¢6 nang hai
muroi bén tudi ma t¢ dang hen ho, nhumg ¢6 nang ddi s6 dién thoai rdi”. Bip. Hop thoai clia toi cit ngang,

Tét nhién I cau ta goi lai. “T6 khong biét tai sao 6 ning dbi s dién thoai. Ching t¢ dang khé hoa hop m. Di sao, thi thé déy. Nén t6 chéing bao gio
dung vién thuoc. Va céu c6 thé iy nd. Nhung ching ta ¢6 thé n6i chuyén vé n6 khi cau quay lai. Tan huong thoi gian 6 bang Anh néng nhe”, r6i cau ta
cip may. NO Ia bang Anh sang, Phil. Va ngay lic nay, t6i ghét Sarah hon ca Billy Joel ghét uong ruou.

“Cho thém ly nira.” Toi néi. Liic ndy Zach cdm hai ly ruou t6i chd t6i, chi mdt ¢b gai xinh dep vira budc vao cing hai ngudi ban.

“Xem ¢6 nang kia. Tht qua bong mit.”

“Bam cudi”, t6i noL.

“C0 ta hat ¢ dam cudia?”

“Khong, do dién. C6 ta deo nhan cudi kia.”

“Tinh mét d4y”, c4u ta noi. Gio thi toi rat buc rdi, t6i can phéi roi khoi ddy. Téi moc mot o hai muroi d6, dép 1én quiy. “Cau biét tién cha 1a cai dinh gi &
day. Ma cau di dau day?”

“V& nha”, t6i nhanh chéng dmg Ién vi biét ring cau ta s& cd ging thuyét phuc t6i ¢ lai. Toi nhirc dau kinh khing. Lai con hai c6 mip dang cAm micro hét
Girls Just Want To Have Fun nita chtr. “Day”, t61 vira n6i vira chi vé phia hai 6 kia. “Thém hai ly do dé t& ghét cai bai nay.” Roi khi cau ta quay nhin
ho, pha Ién cudi, t6i nhanh chong tron mat.

Tét nhién 1 t0i cham myit Heaven[3] tai thang may. Cai tén that khong hop nguoi. Dy 1 viée cudi cling trén doi ma t6i mudn vao lic ny. T6i tham chi
khdng néi 161 ndo. Toi nghi ¢6 & néu t6i khong ndi g, thi co ta ciing s€ khong ndi gi, va c6 1§ ching t6i cling s& khong bao gio' can phai noi gi nita.

[3] Heaven c6 nghia I3 “Thién duong”.

“Cau khong biét n6i ‘chao’ a?”, co ta phun ra mot cau.
“Chao.”

“Nay, vé viée cau da thiy”, ¢6 ta md 1o

“T6i khong mudn biét”, toi cit ngang,

“Tai sao khong?”

“Vido khong phai viéc cta toi. Co chflng lién quan gi dén 161, va t6i mudn moi viee ¢t thé.”



“That thd 16, ¢0 ta noi.

‘0, vay sa0? Vay co dit tinh tir gi cho nhitng viéc nhur vao nha t6i ma khong duroc moi, mo thur ciia t6i, mot viéc khong chi thd 16 ma con bét hop phap,
101 muron tién ctia t6i ma khong hoi y, 161 hdm nay lai con tan cong ngudi phu nit kia?”

“Toi khong tAn cong ¢ ta, va cau ding. .. d6 khong phai viéc cia cau’”.

“Puing, khong phai viéc ctia t6i.”

Co6 mbt khoang lang dai déng diic nita. Rdi ¢ ta bat mot cau “Toi it thu ctia cau”. Me kiép. TAt nhién roi.

“Nhitng thir d6 khong lién quan gi téi ¢6.”

“Sao ciing dugc”, co ta noi. Nghia 1a c6 ta da doc chiing. Lainita!

“Co phai thoi doc thur cta toi di”, t6i n6i that nghiém tic. “Nghiém tic ddy. C6 khong thé ctr thé mo thu ciia nguoi khéc va dom dom ngé ng6 nhu thé.”
“Dom dom ngd ngd?”

“Chi can. .. dimg mo.”

“N6 ndm trong hop thur cia t6i”, ¢b ta noi.

“Nhin bi thr trrée khi mo chir.”

“Miat thoi gian”, ¢6 ta t6 ra cuc ky kho chiu. “Toi khong c6 thoi gian.”

“Ding rdi, t0i biét 1 ¢b rét ban ron di trdm cép céc thir.”

“Xin 1617”

“Murdi d6 cta toi ndy, iy toilet v& vin ctia ngudi dan ba déng thurong kia ndy. . . tiép theo s& i gi? Trom dd choi Lego ctia tré con?”

“Cau khong biét minh dang noi cai gi dau”, c6 ta phui di moi thir. “Va cdu ciing khong himg thi nghe viéc da xay ra, vi nd khong lién quan gi t6i cau, nhé
khong? Vay, day 1a cho thu ngu ngdce cta cdu, cir tu nhién ma di choi mdt minh di.” Néi xong, c6 ta dua thu cho toi.

“Camon”, toi dap. “V& I thur. Khong phéi vé duoc tur do di choi mdt minh dau. Nhung chic B t6i ciing camon vé viée d6.” C6 ta khong noi gl. Ching
t61 da toi lau. Co6 ta dira. Toi dira. “Gid thi ¢6 lai khong muon khai sang di€u gi vé ndi dung thu ctia t61 hay cai gi d6 khac a?”

“Homnay cha c6 gi hay.” C6 ta mo cira, di vao nha. Tham chi khong n6i tam bit. Chéing phai t6i trong cho gl, nhung ciing khong biét nita. C6 thé ¢ ta
ciing gap mot ngay toi t€. Tai sao t0i lai cdm thay tdi 161 thé nay nhi? To1 khdng can phai the. Toi s€ khong nghi tdi c6 ta. Méc xac ¢d ta.

Tét nhién phai ¢6 chi tiét gi bén trong cau chuyén chir. C6 ta khong hin 1 mdt 4 dién. Toi biét. Hoac it ra toi nghi I minh biét. Toi chi ndi dién vi Sarah
bién cudc doi cua toi, hinh twong cua t6i, thanh mdt cai dia nguc. Gio thi toi thay that ¢!

Biét dau t6i nén di xin 16i. Hoac biét dau khong xin 161, nhung it ra 1 tim hiéu c4i khi gié g dang xay ra v6i co nang kia. Rdi bdng nhién c6 tiéng g6 cira.
C06 nang bét viée cho t61 roi day. Tot.

T6i md cira, va troi dat quy thin oi! Khong phai Heaven dang dimg trrdc mit t6i, m I Sarah. Sarah Satan ciing c4i migng théi tha xau xa doc ac clia
cO ta.

“Chao, Brady”, ¢6 ta noi. “Téi vao duge chir?” Khong, Khong, ¢ khdng duge vao, dd phu nit doc dia. T6i hé ctra thém mot chitt, ra hiéu cho c6 ta di
vao. Toi that I mém yéu.

“T6i ¢6 thé gilp gi ddy? Sarah?”

“T6i dang & gan ddy, véi lai t6i thdy hop an trra E.T cing binh gitt nhiét ctia anh du6i bdn rira chén. Toi nghi anh s& can ching”

“T6i twong minh am miét r6i!”

“A. Khong h&”, ¢ ta noi. “Chura bao gio m&t Toi chi khong }mén anh bt dﬁg suu tap mot 16 mot 16¢ hop an tra khip noi trong can ho. Cai théi quen
lén eBay ngu ngoc cua anh dy. Thé nén 6i giau ching dudi bon rira chén — chd ma 61 bict anh s€ khong bao gio timra. Chiia long thanh, chéng doi nao
anh di san tim may thir d6 chui rira.”

Lam thé ndo ma 0 sdng voi con dan ba ndy durge hai néim nhi? O, néu ndi cho hay, thi ¢ ta chi bién thin thanh ké siéu-dang-toi khi t0i ndi nong. Ngoai
ra thi cd ta 1a & quy quai lam chiu. Toi t€ khi téi thang, nhung day 1a mdt phan trong ludt choi, va t61 hi€u. Tham chi ctr ba bon ngay lai Ién con mdt lan.



“Mimg i da gip c6”, t6i ndi dbi. “Cam on c6 dd mang cai hop an trura cho t6i.”” Gid thi ¢6 thoai méai ma di di.
“Nha duoc ddy.”

“U, i thich n6.”

C6 ta nhin quanh cin hd. “Chi cé mdt phong tim.”

“Chi c6 minh t6i 3. Khong nhur ¢6, d6 khing dién da nhan cach. Nhung mong kha durgc.

“Nghe ddy, Brady. Ching ta déu biét ching ta s& quay lai voi nhau. Toi khong biét anh dang ¢6 ging chimg minh diéu gi bang viéc chuyén ra ngoai & thé
ndy, nhung mot vira hai phai thoi nhé.”

“Sarah. .. ching ta s¢ khong quay lai v6i nhaw.”

“Anh | mdt ke thét bai”, 0 ta n6i nhur dinh dong cot. “Va néu anh nghi anh ¢6 thé Bim tot hon, thi anh nham rét to roi ddy. Dimg phi thoi gian nira. Va
anh dang chiu rtii ro néu t6i dén voi nguoi khac rdi anh mdi nhan ra va Ié et xin duge quay lai.”

“To1i sé thir xem sao.”
“Khon kiep, Brady.”

Ngay liic d6, cira bat mo - i Heaven. C5 ta 1a 6t di vao, vé phia ti1 lanh ctia t6i. Ca Sarah va t6i déu nhin. Toi khong biét ¢6 ta c6 dung v quy quai g,
nhung quan trong la ¢6 ta dang hanh dong.

Heaven ]e“iy nude cam cua t6i ra khoi ti lanh, md nz'ip, va nde mot hoi Ion true tiép ttr chai. Sau do ¢ ta dat chai trd vao ti, quay lai, né ny curdi st thi
ma t6i khong he biét ¢ ta ciling co.

“Chao, t6i 3 Heaven. Udng nuréc cam khong?”’, ¢6 ta hoi Sarah (c6 nang suyt nbi con 16i dinh).
Heaven vira bién thanh nhan vét yéu thich méi nhét ciia toi.

“Ai day?”, Sarah hoi toi.

“Co ay vira tu gii thidu ma”, t6i dap. “Heaven [ hang xom cua t6i. Heaven, ddy i Sarah. Ban ci.”

“Ban?”, Sarah it kén. “To1 la nguoi yéu cii ctia anh ta. Ngwdi yéu moi day nhat. VA ¢6 nén biét rang anh ta ¢ chit vin d& khong nho im vé chuyén
‘ngdc n’ day.”

“Vay sa0?”, Heaven noi. “Toi khong dé y ddy.”
Toi nghil minh yéu Heaven roi.

Péu Sarah trong nhu sdp nd tung. Thé ¢ Chiia, it ¢ nang d6 tmg luén. Va c6 1& do xem nhiéu hoat hinh qua, nhung hinh nhu 6i thre sw thiy khoi
tuon ra tir hai tai c6 nang,

“Cha, anh khong hé phi thoi gian nhi?”, Sarah noi.

“T6i di day”, Heaven hon nhe 1én mo6i t6i trude khi roi khoi “Gap cau sau. Va ndy... rat vui duoc gip c0, Sarah.” R4i ¢6 ta di mt.
Mit Sarah bién thanh mot dudng chi khit rit. “Toi ciing di day.”

“Camon vé chiéc hop an trua”, t6i I8 do dap.

“Anh I thing khén nan.”

“C6 ctr viée noi.”

Va c6 nang cting di. Toi dén i lanh, 16t cho minh it nuréc cam, nhung hop trong 1ong, C6 ta biét n6 rdng, C6 ta khong chi dat chlec hop 1ong trd vao ti,
mé con biét nd rdng tir trude khi moi. C6 ta ciing biét Sarah s& khong nhan. Tat ca chi dé tang thém hiéu tmg, Toi ng co ta mit vo to déy.

Ban dang doc truyén Anh Chang Ngu Ngo' Va C6 Nang Ric Roi dwoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.


http://ebookfull.net

Chuong 22: BRADY

Oi chiia oi! Khong con tir ngit ndo dién ta duoc diéu toi vira thiy. C6 ta hoan toan dién rd! Lai con ¢ tat an cip nita chir. Va cai nha hang ma ¢6 hang
x6m ctia toi budc vao sau khi cudp gidy toilet ctia & kia lai tinh c¢d chinh 1a Temple. Chinh 14 nha hang noi John Ritter xdy ra tai nan. Cho d6 toan dem
dén tin xau, nén néu co ta lam viéc & d6, that qua phu hop!

Toi Ién t6i gan, nhin qua ctra sb. La ky chira, c6 ta dang dimg nhin goi mon. Thé con man xAu xa t6i vira chimg kién thi sao? Nghi ngoi it phit chi dé
cudp dd ciia mit a ve chai va boc 16t mit it gidy Cottonelle?

C6 ta thiy t6i, bén rut dau lai. Nhung mot gidy sau, toi doan co ta ‘nghi lai, vi c6 ta bude thing lai ctra sO va n6i, “Viée gi?”. Toi khong nghe duroc, nhung
doc dugc moi cd ta. Va dirco mot Iop kinh ngin ¢ giira, 01 van rat chéc chdn giong ciia ¢d ta khong hé 4m ap goi moi. Thanh that ma n6i, t6i khong
hiéu tai sao ¢ ta lai ném cho minh thai d do. Toi ching lam gi ca, ngoai trir viée chimg kién vu cudp gidt ciia ¢6 ta. Diéu nay lai im toi mudn nghe CD
Thievery Corporation khi ndo vé dén nha.

Toi cir thé budc di. Toi Fic dau, bude di. C6 gai nay tht 1 dang so! Trén duong vé, t6i di ngang qua huyén thoai phim ndng Ron Jeremy. T6i ddm noi
voi ban, khong c6 ai mang tat ong ngau dugc nhur ga do.

T6i vé& dén nha, md CD Sounds from the Verve hi-fi, tir pha cho minh c¢ ca phé rdi Ién ké hoach chién hwgc. Toi s& Lim that hoanh trang. Hershey’s san
xudt chocolate sira, ho rat may man méi c6 dugc Sita que cta o1 Toi tim kiem Google ve Hershey’s va thy trang web ctia ho. Tinh cd, t6i bong nght
Google cting dugc dung nhu dong tir, thét thi vi. Pay I dicu khong he ton tai it ndm trude, con by gio thi sao, nd wira la danh tir, dong tir, vira 1 thir
thye sy khong thé thicu trong cude song cua toi. Va néu trude ddy no chura chinh thire 13 dong tir, thi by gio 1a thé. Ban c6 thé camon.

Toi léy s dién thoai tir trang web, goi. Cudc tro chuyén nhu sau:

“Bo phén chidm soc khéch hang ctia Hershey’s, i 1 Darlene, quy khach can gitp gi a?”

“Chao, Darlene. T6i dang tim cach lién h¢ véi try s¢ chinh. C6 ¢ biét tdi nén goi cho s6 ndo khong?”

“Co viéc gi thua quy khach?”

“N6 lién quan dén mot y twong san phim moi.”

“T6i ¢6 thé chuyén y kién ctia quy khach t6i vin phong tru s&, va ho s& lién hé lai voi quy khach.”

“To6i rat camon”, t6i dap. “Nhung toi cin n6i chuyén truc tiép véi ai d6.”

“Quy khach dang n6i chuyén véi toi ddy a”, ¢ nang ndi. Co phai toi nghe duoc chit xiu gidu cot len 101 vao giong ni von rat ngot ngio ctia cd Darlene
nay khong nhi?

“Ding rdi. Va di rat cam kich cong sirc ctia ¢6, Darlene, nhung t6i thure sur cin n6i chuyén véi ai d6 vé viée 1én lich hen gip. Pay I mot md vang chd
khai thac. Mt ngay ndo do co co thé ké vi moi nguoi rang minh 1a mdt phan trong cudc dién thoai dau tién. Thé nén c6 hiy tot bung ma chi cho t6i
dung hudng,”

“T6i s& n6i voi quy khéach diéu toi am. .., ¢6 nang trinh trong noi.

‘u g‘l?”

“Quy khéch c6 thé dat cau hoi hodic dira y kién, t6i s& chuyén ching téi vin phong tru 86, sau do s& c6 ngudi lién hé lai voi quy khach.” Pay 1 cau tra 1oi
dong khung y chang cau ¢6 ta da noi voi toi ba nmuroi gidy trurde. Toi khong chi muon doi lai ba muroi gidy cuia doi minh, ma con muon Darlene bi dudi
viéc.

“Pay khong phai cau hoi hodc ¥ kién, Darlene. Pay 1 mdt ¥ tudng vé san phdm.”

“Vay quy khach hdly ndi voi toi, toi s& gitp chuyén Ioi. Va s& c6 nguoi...”

“Puoc 10i, t6i biét. S& c6 nguoi ién hé lai VO tO1. Vian dé 14 & ddy. Toi chic chin co 1 nguoi tot, Darlene. Chéc chén. Nhung toi khong quen co. Pay 1
mot y tuong tri¢u d6. CO6 cd nghi tdi sang sudt néu ban vé nd véi ¢d khong?”’

“Quy trinh 1 nhr vy, thua quy khach”, giong c6 ta déu déu.
“Khong, t6i khong thé néi véi ¢o.”

“Véy con viéc gi khéc t6i ¢ thé giup quy khach khong a?”
“Khéng,”
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“Chtic quy khach mt ngy diy ap Hershey’s”, ¢6 ta néi va gic may. Toi mudn dim vao mit Darlene.



Hir, sur viée khong dién ra nhur t6i du tinh. C6 thé di mot chuyén t61 tru s& ctia Hershey’s sé t6t hon. Hodc biét dau toi nén goi cho Knudsen, Tuscan,
Borden, Hozc Parmalat[1].

[1] Céc thirong hiéu thyre phim ndi tiéng ctia M.

Toi dang dinh tim website cua cac thurong hiéu do thi nghe tiéng @b ctra. La Zach. Céu ra biét t6i khong thue su di Florida. Toi dé cau ta ¢ ngoai d6 gd
nhip thém it phut, nhung r6i cdu ta cat tiéng hat.

“Joise’s on a vacation far away...” Chét giong cao Vit clia cu ta rat hop voi bai hat. Nhung (‘}éy 14 bai The Outfield co ma, ¢t hit ngoan myc nhét trén
doi. Cauta lam vy dé ha nhyc t6i, vi clu ta biet t6i s€ nhac mong ra md clra. Pung thét. Vi néu khdng, t6i biét cdu ta s& hat sang bai Sister Christian
ngay.

“Toi 4c hoan hao”, cdu ta n6i khi ludt qua t6i va mo cura t lanh.

“Té wira goi dién cho Hershey’s xong.”

“Hom trurde t6 t6i cira hang ghi ant”, Zach tiép 1oi.

“Nay, Hershey’s day!”

“Lét nita”, Zach ndi kém mdt cai vAy tay. “Té vira dinh cAm méy cai DVD ra.”

“May cai DVD phim sex 4y 4", t0i xen vio.

Zach thdm chi khong dé y. “Va ¢6 ¢b gii budc vao, c6 thir gi do trong tlii kh‘ié'n chudng béo trom kéu toang lén. Ké'~ hoach thé nay nhé: Ching ta xem
thir gikich thich dugc chubng bao, trang bi thir d6 cho mdt ngwdi, r6i nhét day minh b dia Chua té nhiing chiéc nhan, va tinh todn sao cho lic chubn ra
khép voi nguoi ban boi roikia. . . Cu ta s khong the hicu ndi tai sao thir minh mang vao ctra hang lai khien chudng bao kéu. Nhén vién an ninh s& xau
ho, khong muon kién céo, va phui tay cho qua hét.”

“Cép vat 14 tuyét chi€u ctia ciu sao?”, t61 hoi. “Chung ta 1a ai chir, mit ddm hoc sinh cép ba hu hong sao?”

“Duoc thdi. ... thé nay thi sao? Té giri cho cau modt 14 thr trong phong bi tai niém phong duoc, cau nhét thur tra 101 vao trong, niém phong lai, 101 viét
“Chuyén tra nguoi giri’ ¢ phia trude. i duge han hai chiéu chi voi phi mdt chiéu nhé.”

“Tuyét ddy, Zach”, t6i ndi. “Ching ta s& kiém dugc ca mot gia ti bang cach bon rit ba muroi lim xu ciia chinh phi.”
“N6i cho cau biét, phéi dén ba muroi bay. . . hodc ba muroi chin xu roi. Thoi, thé chuyén ciia cau thi sa0?”

“Méi vira goi dién cho Hershey’s xong,”

“Va?”, ciu ta hoi.

“C 4 d6 khong thém gitp chit ndo, lai con chiic t6 ‘co mdt ngdy day ap Hershey’s’.”

“Nghe hoi giéng kiéu ctia Disney nhi.”

“Hoi gidng céi con khi.”

“Gidng”, cu ta noi.

“Nay, doan xem t6 gip ai trén duong vé nha?”, toi hoi. Roi tur tra 1oi udn, vi ciu ta s& chang doan ndi. “Ron Jeremy.”
“Céi thing d6 bi ‘choi’ y nhur dam con gai.”

“Y nhwr moi ngdi sao phim sex khac”, t6i dinh chinh.

“T6 ching bao gis h1eu duoc. Thing d6 xAu t&. Hén khién t6 murong tuong dén mot g t& timg loi dung dé c6 duoc pizza mién phi. Ngudi giao pizza toi,
bon t6 déi co it phit, rdi tiép theo 1 bon t& choi nhau. Khoan, khoan. .. gi d6 1 con gii. Rdi thi ¢6 hai ngudi. U, viy d6.”

“Thét tinh”, t6i ndi, “lam sao ma ga ta lai duoc dong rrﬁy canh do6 nhi?”.
“Té nghil @6 13 nhor cai phén to tudng kia”, cdu ta dap. “Nhung c6 thé hoi trude nguoi ta khong quan trong dién mao bang phan. .. sex.
“Hoic biét dau quan trong I ai chiu tinh nguyén quan hé trude dng kinh camera dé finh niim chyc d6.”

Zach nghiém nghi gt dau dong y. “Y kién hay ddy. L& ra t6 s& ndi cau dang dan trude, nhung homno t6 ciing 6 vu rit hay, quén ndi véi ciu. .. ai dy
hi?” Cau ta gd cam. RAi ngdn tay viron kén, chot nhd ra. “Al La ¢6 trong quang céo Palmolive.”



“Madge 4y a?”

“Ding, Madge!”

“Tuyét”, t6i noi. “C6 ta trong thé nao?”

“Ban oi. C6 phai ¢6 ta ‘hot” d4u ma ndi. Cau hdi co ta trong thé ndo 1 sao? C6 ta 1a Madge thoi.”

“Piing nhi. Madge c6 thé ha guc Ron Jeremy day.”

“C6 khi [a hoa”, céu ta noi.

“T¢é nghi cau dan trude”, t6i thira nhn. Zach va t6i lun do nhau vé viéc trong thdy cac nhan vét ndi tiéng hang B. Al ciing c6 thé thiy Britney Spears
hay Harrison Ford. Khi song & New York, viéc d6 dé nhur &n keo. Vi ching t6i, thiy nhiing ngudi nhu Gary Colermn hay anh chang gi d6 dong phim
Bosom Buddies thi thti vi hon nhiéu. Chang nhd tén anh ta 1 gi. Anh chang khong thanh cong duoc nhu Tom Hanks dy. Ké na hién tai hin dang cay
déng khon ciing,

“Xubng choi di”, Zach néi. Pugc céi tién 1 quan bar cau ta Bm ndm ¢ ngay bén dudi khu ¢6 cin hd ctia toi, va tdi nay 6 chwong trinh karaoke.
“Khong duoc. Té dang 1én ké hoach chién uge.”

“Lai uéng mot ly Jameson 10 héng Ién cai ké hoach chién Iuoc ctia cau.”

“Loi khuyén hay dy nhi”, t6i noi.

“Thoinao”, ciu ta n6i, phui bay vé gleu cot nhu thé né chi | chit vay gau trén toc. “Dén choi mot chit thoi. Cau biét t6 ranh hét miy ¢6 trong d6 ma.
Cauco the hurong sai may co bi dat ra.”

“Té khong tham gia vu d6. Khong can c6 ndo hét. Cau biét ma.”

“Vicon ngéc Sarah a?”, cau ra hoi.

“Khong, vi t6 thiy dii rdi. To khong mudn quen biét gi hét. Pay 1 lic duoc i chinh minh. C6 thé tim khoang nam nim, t& s& nghi xem sao.”

“Nam nam? Cau dang n6i cai chét tiét gi vay? Cau s& khong ngi v6i ai trong nam nim?”

Cau ndty khién t0i nghiém tiic héin, gia st tam thoi trong ndim néim t6i khong ¢ tinh duc. Va dé ban biét mdt cht vé tinh trang tAm Iy va tinh cam yéu dudi
cua tOi, thi vien canh d6 gan nhu kha hap dan. Nghi ma xem: Chang can cau Chia rang c6 nang s€ khong xoay nguoi di, quay mit vé phia bue trong khi
t01 dwa dau hiéu kin dao “Pugc khong?”, bang cach dat tay Ién ngire phai cia ¢6 nang. Khong con phai chiu canh chiée ludi bién thanh mot to gidy nham
kho rap trong sudt chuyén hanh trinh vo tan rugt dudi sy thing hoa. Khong con phai kiém tra bao cao su, sau khi da xong vi€e, xem c¢6 dau hiéu 1o i
nao khong.

Chia long thanh, 1& nhur c6 mot con gidng ndo tir ha thé ciia ti chay lac vao vach tir cung mém nmi ctia ¢6 nang va khién ¢6 nang ha sinh Brady Nhoc,
dé rdi mbt ngay ndo do, thang bé di chita ung thur hodic giai quyét van dé khing hoang néng hrong thi sao. Khong thé ndo quay lai véi co thé mo méng
budn ngi v6i cau thoai duy nhét sau cude vui i chit ku bau: “Bimg co ma gianh hét tim chin diy”.

“T6 6 61 gl vé chuyén khong quan hé tinh duc dau”, t6i dap. Vimdt khi da néi ra, thi nhd lai c6 mot bd ngue va chiéc bung phéing trung ra trude miét,
61 s& van vui vé lao 1én l4i cb xe do trd vé thing dia nguc.

“Vay thi ra ngoai choi.”
“Hién tai, tinh duc khong phéi wu tién hing dau cta t6. Té dang cb ging md mdt cong ty. Sang ché cac thir...”

“C6 phai vi “van dé nho nho’ cau dang gip phai khong?”” Cau ta hoi, va t6i cam thdy nhiét do trong ngudi minh ting thém hai chuc do. Zach 1 cau ban
tot nhat cua toi. Toi ke voi cau ta moi thir. Nhung t61 chura bao gio ké véi cau ta vé viée do.

“Céu dang n6i cai gi vay?”

“Sarah n6i voi t6.”

“Oi lay Chiia, vy 1 vi chuyén d6 ding khong?”

“Cau can phai ly lai phong d9”, cAu ta tién lai gin, de doa choang tay quanh ngwoi ti. Nhung chi v6i mdt cai nhin, t6i khién ciu ta i lai. “Khi gio.
Sarah la mot dira do hoi dang thuong hai. Té bao dam thay ¢6 ta thi t& cling khong ngoc dy noi. Céu gap may vi 6 nang khong khién cau bien thanh
gay day.”

“Troi oil Khong. ... .van... dé... gi... hét”



“C6 ta du c6 ndi nhur vay.”
“Ma nhéan tién, cau ndi chuyén vai Sarah lic nao?”

“Té khong ¢6”, cau ta dap. “C6 nang dé loi 101 nhén trong hop thur thoai cta t6. Té dam bao i ¢6 ta dé lai 1oi nhin twong tur trén hop thu thoai cta tit ca
moi nguoi”

“Tuyét voi 6ng mit gioi.” Gior thi toi can mot ly Jameson i déy.

Ching r6i dén bar, va t6i khong chi udng mot, mé tdi hai ly Jameson. Toi gii thich toan bé tinh hudng véi Zach, rang moi thir chi xay ra ¢ lin d4u tién
trong thoi gian quen nhau, blah, blah, blah. Nhung cau ta khdng quan tim. Cau ta cho t6i ra ria ngay khi Cap song sinh Twister budc vao. Tara Clean va
Darling Nikki.

Tara Clean c6 duoc biét danh ndy vi c6 ning ludn mang theo t& gidy két qua xét nghiém AIDS moi nhét t6i khip moi noi. Con Darling Nikki da duo'c
goi nhur the keé tir nhirng ném tam muroi, khi bai Purple Rain ra doi va tr¢ thanh bai hat yéu thich ctia moi ¢6 gai. Ho tr6 thanh “Cap song sinh Twister” vi
quan bar cuia Zach c6 mdt san nhay duoc thiét ké giong tro game Twister[2], va Nikki cung Tara thurong kén d6 — trong nhiing bo trang phuc ho hang —
dé kich dong moi ngudi. Chi chdc Tat, moi ngudi déu mudn tham gia. N6 trd thanh mén thu hit chinh tai quan. Dé tra cong, céc ¢6 nang duoc chia mot
phin nho tién 1oi

[2] Twister: Trd choi véi cac chdm tron nhidu méu, ngudi choi tim céch diit tay hodc chan vao cac cham tron c6 miu twong tmg cho timg dot quay ngau
nhién, nguoi thua 1 ngurdi bi ngd hoac chong cui cho xuong tham

Toi kiém tra cac tin nhén & nha, va c6 tin nhéin tir Phil

“Chao, anh ban. Té doén chéic 1 cau dang trén miy bay. To chi mubn n6i voi cau i Sarah da goi cho t&. Co éy n0i... a, ¢o 4y noi gi ciing khong quan
trong dau. Nhung nghe ndy. .. t6 ¢6 mit vién Viagra. NO namtrong vi t6 khoang bdn thang rdi, nhung cu cd thé Ty néu can. TG mua vi ¢6 nang hai
muroi bén tudi ma t¢ dang hen ho, nhumg ¢6 nang ddi s6 dién thoai rdi”. Bip. Hop thoai clia toi cit ngang,

Tét nhién I cau ta goi lai. “T6 khong biét tai sao 6 nang dbi s dién thoai. Ching t¢ dang khé hoa hop m. Di sao, thi thé déy. Nén t6 chéing bao gio
dung vién thuoe. Va céu c6 thé lay nd. Nhung ching ta ¢6 thé n6i chuyén vé n6 khi cau quay lai. Tan huong thoi gian 6 bang Anh ning nhe”, r6i cau ta
cip may. N6 Ia bang Anh sang, Phil. Va ngay lic nay, t6i ghét Sarah hon ca Billy Joel ghét uong ruou.

“Cho thém ly nita.” Toi néi. Lilc ndy Zach cam hai ly ruou t6i chd t6i, chi mdt ¢d gai xinh dep vira budc vao cling hai ngudi ban.

“Xem ¢6 nang kia. Tht qua bong mit.”

“Pam cuot’, t61 noi.

“C0 ta hat ¢ dam cudia?”

“Khong, do dién. C6 ta deo nhan cudi kia.”

“Tinh mit ddy”, cdu ta n6i. Gio thi toi rat bure roi, 10i can phéi roi khoi ddy. Toi méc modt to hai muroi do, dép ke quay. “Cau biét tién ché 1 céi dinh gi &
day. Ma cau di dau day?”

“V& nha”, t6i nhanh chéng dmg Ién vi biét ring cau ta s& cd ging thuyét phuc t6i ¢ lai. Toi nhirc dau kinh khing. Lai con hai c6 mip dang cim micro hét
Girls Just Want To Have Fun nita chur. “Day”, t61 vira noi vira chi vé phia hai 6 kia. “Thém hai ly do dé t& ghét cai bai nay.” Roi khi cau ta quay nhin
ho, pha Ién cudi, t6i nhanh chong tron mat.

Tét nhién 1 t0i cham myit Heaven[3] tai thang may. Cai tén that khong hop nguoi. Day 1 viée cudi cling trén doi ma t6i mudn vao lic ny. T6i tham chi
khong n6i 161 ndo. Toi nghi ¢6 & néu t6i khong ndi g, thi o ta ciing s€ khong ndi gi, va c6 1§ ching t6i cling s&€ khong bao gio' can phai noi gi nita.

[3] Heaven c6 nghia I3 “Thién duong”.

“Céu khong biét n6i ‘chao’ 427, ¢o ta phun ra mot cau.

“Chao.”

“Nay, vé viéc cau da thiy”, ¢6 ta mod 1o

“T6i khong mudn biét”, tdi cit ngang,

“Tai sao khong?”

“Vi d6 khong phai viéc ctia t6i. C ching lién quan gi dén t6i, va t6i mudn moi viée cir thé.”

“Thét tho 16”, ¢o ta n6i.



‘O vdy sao? Vay c6 dat tinh tir gl cho nhiing viéc nhu vao nha t6i ma khong duge moi, mo thu cta t0i, mdt viée khong chi thd 16 ma con bét hop phép,
10i muron tién ca t6i ma khong héi ¥, réi hom nay lai con tin cong ngudi phu nit kia?”

“Toi khong tn cong ¢ ta, va cau ding. .. d6 khong phai viéc cia cau’”.

“Pring, khong phai viéc ctia t6i.”

C6 mdt khoang king dai ding diic nita. ROi ¢6 ta bat mot cau “Toi git thur ctia cau”. Me kiép. Tat nhién roi.

“Nhitng thir d6 khong lién quan gi téi ¢6.”

“Sao ciing dugc”, co ta noi. Nghia 1a c6 ta da doc chiing. Lainita!

“C6 phai thoi doc thur cua t61 di”, t61 néi that nghiém tiic. “Nghiém tic ddy. C6 khong thé cir thé mo thur ctia nguroi khac va dom dom ngd ngd nhur thé.”
“Dom dom ngd ngd?”

“Chi can. .. dimg mo.”

“N6 ndm trong hop thur cia t6i”, ¢b ta noi.

“Nhin bi thur truede khi mo cha.”

“Miat thoi gian”, ¢6 ta t6 ra cuc ky kho chiu. “Toi khong c6 thoi gian.”

“Ding rdi, t0i biét 1 ¢b rét ban ron di trom cép cac thir.”

“Xin 1612

“Murdi d6 cta toi ndy, iy toilet v& vin ctia ngurdi dan ba déng thurong kia ndy. . . tiép theo s& i gi? Tromdd choi Lego ctia tré con?”

“Cau khong biét minh dang noi cai gi dau”, ¢6 ta phui di moi thir. “Va cdu ciing khong himg thi nghe viéc da xay ra, vi nd khong lién quan gi t6i cau, nhe
khong? Vay, day 1a chd thu ngu ngdce cta cdu, cir tu nhién ma di choi mot minh di.” Néi xong, c6 ta dua thu cho toi.

“Camon”, toi dap. “V& I thur. Khong phéi vé duoc tur do di choi mdt minh dau. Nhung chic B t6i ciing cam on vé vige do.” C6 ta khong noi gl. Ching
t61 da toi lau. Co ta dira. Toi dira. “Gid thi ¢6 lai khong muon khai sang di€u gi vé ndi dung thu ctia t61 hay cai gi d6 khac a?”

“Hom nay chd c6 gi hay.” C0 ta mo cira, di vao nha. Thim chi khong néi tam biét. Chang phéi tdi trong chos g, nhung ciing khong biét nita. C6 thé ¢o ta
cling gap mot ngay t0i t€. Tai sao tdi lai cam thay tdi 161 the nay nhi? T6i khong can phai thé. Toi s& khdng nghi téi ¢6 ta. Mac xac ¢d ta.

Tét nhién phai ¢6 chi tiét gi bén trong cau chuyén chir. C6 ta khong hin B mdt & dién. Toi biét. Hoac it ra toi nghi I minh biét. Toi chi ndi dién vi Sarah
bién cudc doi cua t6i, hinh twong cua t6i, thanh mdt cai dia nguc. Gio thi toi thay that ¢!

Biét dau t6i nén di xin 16i. Hoac biét dau khong xin 16i, nhung it ra 1 tim hiéu c4i khi gié g dang xay ra v6i co nang kia. Roi bdng nhién c6 tiéng g6 cira.
Co6 nang bét viée cho t6i roi day. Tot.

T6i md cira, va troi dat quy thin oi! Khong phai Heaven dang dimg trrdc miit t6i, m I Sarah. Sarah Satan cling c4i miéng théi tha xau xa doc ac ciia
co ta.

“Chao, Brady”, ¢6 ta noi. “Téi vao duge chir?” Khong, Khong, ¢ khdng duge vao, dd phu nit doc dia. T6i hé ctra thém mot chitt, ra hi¢u cho c6 ta di
vao. Toi that Ia mém yéu.

“T6i ¢6 thé gilp gi ddy? Sarah?”

“T6i dang & gan ddy, Vi lai t6i thdy hop an trra E.T cing binh gitt nhiét ctia anh du6i bdn rira chén. Toi nghi anh s& can ching”

“T6i trdng minh km it rdil”

“A. Khong h&”, ¢6 ta noi. “Chura bao gio nﬁt T6i chi khong pllén anh bt dél} suu tap mot 16 mot 16¢ hop an trua khip noi trong can h. Cai théi quen
lén eBay ngu ngqc cla anh & 4y. Thé nén tdi gidu ching dudi bon rira chén — chd ma t6i biét anh s& khong bao gidr tim ra. Chiia long thanh, ching doi nao
anh di san tim may thir d6 chui rira.”

Lam thé ndo ma 0 sdng voi con dan ba ndy durge hai néim nhi? O, néu ndi cho hay, thi ¢ ta chi bién than thanh ké siéu-dang-toi khi toi ndi nong. Ngoai
ra thi cd ta 1a & quy quai lam chiu. T6i t€ khi téi thang, nhung day 1a mt phan trong ludt choi, va t61 hi€u. Tham chi ctr ba bon ngay lai Ién con mdt lan.

“Mimng i da gip c6”, t6i ndi dbi. “Camon c6 da mang cai hop an trua cho t61.” Gid thi ¢6 thoai méai ma di di.



“Nha dugc day.”

“U, t6i thich n6.”

C6 ta nhin quanh cin hd. “Chi cé mdt phong tim.”

“Chi c6 minh t6i 6.” Khong nhur ¢6, d6 khimg dién da nhan cach. Nhung mdng kha duoc.

“Nghe ddy, Brady. Chiing ta déu biét ching ta s& quay lai voi nhau. Toi khong biét anh dang ¢6 ging chimg minh diéu gi bang viéc chuyén ra ngoai & thé
ndy, nhung mot vira hai phai théi nhé.”

“Sarah. .. ching ta s€ khong quay lai v6i nhau.”

“Anh | mdt ké that bai”, ¢6 ta ndi nhu dinh dong cot. “Va néu anh nghi anh ¢6 thé lam tot hon, thi anh nhim rét to rdi d4y. Pumng phi thoi gian nita. Va
anh dang chiu i ro néu t6i dén vdi ngudi khac rdi anh mdi nhén ra va Ié Iét xin duge quay lai.”

“Toi sé thir xem sao.”
“Khon kiep, Brady.”

Ngay ltic d6, cira bat md - |a Heaven. C6 ta 1a w6t di vao, vé phia ti lanh ctia t6i. Ca Sarah va t0i déu nhin. Toi khong biét ¢6 ta c6 dung ¥ quy quai g,
nhung quan trong 14 ¢6 ta dang hanh dong,

Heaven ]éiy nudc cam ctia toi ra khai ti lanh, mo nép, va nbc mot hoi 1on true tiép tlr chai. Sau do ¢ ta dat chai trd vao ti, quay lai, nd ny curdi sat thi
ma t6i khong he biét ¢ ta cling co.

“Chao, t6i 3 Heaven. Udng nuréc cam khong?”’, ¢6 ta hoi Sarah (c6 nang suyt nbi con 16i dinh).
Heaven vira bién thanh nhan vét yéu thich méi nhét ciia toi.

“Ai day?”, Sarah hoi toi.

“Co éy vira ty gioi thiéu ma”, t6i dap. “Heaven Ia hang x6m ctia t6i. Heaven, day 1a Sarah. Ban cil.”

“Ban?”, Sarah it n. “To1 la nguoi yéu cii ctia anh ta. Ngwdi yéu moi day nhat. Va ¢6 nén biét rang anh ta ¢ chit vin dé khong nho fim vé chuyén
‘ngdc n’ day.”

“Vay sa0?”, Heaven noi. “Toi khong dé y ddy.”
T61 nghi minh yéu Heaven 1OL.

Péu Sarah trong nhu sip nd tung. Thé ¢ Chiia, mit ¢ nang d6 tmg luén. Va c6 1& do xem nhiéu hoat hinh qua, nhung hinh nhu 6i thre sw thiy khoi
tuon ra tir hai tai c6 nang,

“Cha, anh khong hé phi thoi gian nhi?”, Sarah noi.

“T6i di day”’, Heaven hon nhe 1én moi toi trurde khi rdi khoi. “Gap cau sau. Va ndy. .. rit vui dugc gip cd, Sarah.” Ri ¢6 ta di mit.
Mit Sarah bién thanh mdt duong chi khit rit. “Toi ciing di ddy.”

“Camon vé chiéc hop an trua”, t6i 18 do dap.

“Anh I thing khén nan.”

“C6 ctr vige noL”

Va ¢6 nang ciing di. Toi dén it lanh, 16t cho minh it nuéc cam, nhung hop trong 1ong, C6 ta biét n6 rong, C6 ta khong chi dat chlec hop 1ong trd vao ti,
ma con biét nd rdng tir trude khi moi. C6 ta ciing biét Sarah s& khong nhan. Tét ca chi dé ting thém hiéu img. Toi ng ¢6 ta mot vo to ddy.

Ban dang doc truyén Anh Chang Ngu Ngo' Va C6 Nang Ric Roi duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 23: HEAVEN


http://ebookfull.net

Anh ta ng t6i mdt v 15 to. To. .. cuc ky!

C6 ta vira hon toi ddy a?

Hy vong anh ta khong nghi 1A t6i hoi thinh thich anh ta. Chua oi, t6i thdm chi con ching thich anh ta.

Toi nghi minh sép bi dudi viéc. Khong thi t6i cting dang dich to1 gan diéu d6 thém mot chit. Ban tai Temple duoc danh sb. Homnay ban s 23 bi bo
bua. Doug, nguoi pha ché, nguyen riia cho nhitng khach hang tho 16  cung nhitng nguoi mo 61 khi ching 61 khong con khach nao va chuan bi | dong cira
s& méc chimg “ung thur hju m6n’ R01 ching t6i s€ phai ¢ lai thém t6i thiéu mdt gioy nita, chi vi nhung tay dé tién nay — ma ching ludn luén xudt hién moi
chét chir. Thé nén khi 61 ndi Doug vé ban s6 23, anhta llen tién lai va cho ho “bua ung thu hju m6n”. Toi khong lglet diéu d6 s& dan toi viée g, vi toi
chua bao gio thay anh ta thyre hién nd. Nhung chi can biét anh ta da lam dieu d6 cting du khién t6i thay kha hon roi.

Hai nguoi phu nit ndy im kho ti ngay tir phit du tién ngdi xudng. Ho dang bién budi tbi cuia t6i thanh mdt dia ngyc trén gian thyc sy. Dau tién, ho hét
Ién voi t6i v vige da ngdi doi rat au. Ho tuyén bo dé ngdi ca murdi lim phit — mdt viée bét kha thi, nhung vi khach hang lubn ludn ding, nén t6i chi gat
dau, xin 10i, va yéu cau goi mén. Nhung ho van ticp tuc trach moc ti vi khong dén sémhon. Toi khong thé tranh khoi viée gat g va hudéng su chiy lén
nhirng khoi go ghe khap mit my. Thét khong the tin ndi!

Mu ta hét nhu mdt qua dua chudt khong 16 tréing béch. Cudi ciing t6i n6i, “Thura céc vi, toi da dén rdi. Vay, cac vi vui ong goi mon cho bita tdi, vi toi
thue sy muodn ghi mon cho céac vi”. Cudi gid tao. Cudi may moc.

Va n6 hiéu qua. Ho goi mén. Mot my goi salad xét nho, khong ¢6 thém mon ding kém, va ho s& cling an mdt phin ga udp 1 chanh. Toi dua gidy goi
vao bép roi mang salad dén ban.

“T6i mudn mdt phan pho mat xanh”, my Mom loa noi.
“uoc thoi”, t6i dap. “Toi s& di iy cho ba.” Téi di iy mot phan pho mét xanh ding kém va mang lai cho my.
Nhung my ndi gidn. Mu th phi pho, dao miét, va biéu cam trén grong miit hét nhu my dang ngiri phai thir gi thbi im dy.

tE)

“Péy khong phai thir t0i mubn. Toi timng dén day rdi, nguoi ta mang cho t6i pho mit xanh vun va kho. Toi khong mubn phan pho mét xanh kiéu cii.
Chéc 13 do méay doc tam ctia t6i bi tat mit ddy ma. Thit déng xdu hd ddy nhil

“Thoi duogc rdi. Toi s& di ly cho ba pho mét xanh kho.” Toi quay tré vé& bép, Ay cho mu mot phan pho mét xanh kho, mang dén ban.
“T6i can dau va ddm ding véi salad.”
“Puoc”, toi dap, roi di léy cho mu mot phén diu dim

Toi quay lai ciing dau dam, dat 16 lén ban, xoay ngum dombudc, va ngung bat. Quy ba ndy da tom Jy 40 so' mi clia tOi. “Day khong phai thir t61 yéu
cau!”, mu hét lén. “Téi yéu cau dau va ddm Toi mudn hai binh dung dau va ddm riéng. Khong phai cai nay. Cai ndy pha roi. Toi khong in dau.”

“Véy i ba mu6n ddma.”
“Dl’]r]g_”

“Xin 161", t6i ndi bang giong dmap va hlen hoa hét nhur Joan Crawford[1]. “Khi ba noi can dau dém, t0i nghi ba can thir gia vi thurong di kém mon salad
ndy. Pay 13 mon ba yéu cau. Lan t6i néu can ddm, c6 18 ba hiy yéu cau mdi dam thoi. Toi s& di iy ddm cho ba.”

[1] Tén mdt nir dién vién dién anh, truyén hinh va san khiu ndi tiéng nguoi My.

“Ching t61 can dia nita. Chiing ti s€ dn chung phin salad ndy. C6 khong tur thiy duoc sao? Ching toi can dia dé chia ra”, mu i ic t6i di qua chd 13
va tom lay chai dam. Khi nhdn chai dam, my tréng nhu the sap 1én con téi noi.

“Dia d4u?” Mu rong Ién nhu cdy kén trumpet.

“Thua quy ba” (va khi tdi goi quy ba, y t0i la dd con quyngungoc) “lo dAm & gin hon, va dudng nhur d6 I thir ba dang mudn ngay ic nay. Toi vén
dinh di Ay dia cho ba ngay khi ba da hai ong véi mén dam’”.

“C6 con khong mang mudng dé in salad nira chir.”
“Thua, khong Salad khong ding mudng,”
“Nay”, my n6i, “néu 1 phuc vu t6t thi 6 da phai mang mudng t6i rdi chir.”

“Nay, t6i khong phai phuc vu tot. Vay nén ba chi duoc ¢ thé

“T6i mudn néi chuyén voi quan Iy, Khi gi6. Biét ma. Nhung t6i chi chiu duoc dén thé thoi. Toi noi véi Jean Paul ring khach hang mudn phan nan. Ga rat
1 thong tha mdi di téi ban, khién t6i cling mat long mét da.



Toi nghe tiéng my phan nén vé minh, phun nanh phun noc, rdi khi g khtm nim hoi c6 thé gitp thém gi khong, thi my ndi, “Nay, cau c6 thé bao con bé
d6 mang cho t6i mdt coc ca phé khong caffeine”. Pay la mdt trong nhitng lan t6i thay rat hai long vé moén Ca phé Ma thudt ctia chiing toi.

Toi thich mon dugc goi a “Ca phé Ma thuat” ciia nha héng ny. La thé nay: Mén ca phé thuan tuy iy ngay tir mdy pha. Khong hé ngon. Quén Iy biét n6
khong ngon, va ho thich thé. Visao? Vinéuno6 thuc sur ngon, moi nguoi s€ ¢ lai nham nhi thém coc thir hai hoac thir ba. Ca phé mién phi, va ho muoén
c6 nhiéu khach xoay vong d¢€ thu tién. Thé nén ho bdo dam ca phé phai do, d€ moi ngudi chi udong mot coc 1a di luon.

Nhung ly do n6 duoc goi la Ca phé Ma thuat 14 vi ching t6i ching c6 thir ca phé khong caffeine ndo trong nha hang ca. Khong hé. Chura timg co, va s&
khong bao gio co. Néu moi ngudi mudn ca phé khong caffeine, chiing t6i cir cho la n6 khong c6 caffeine, va thé 1, UM BA LA, khong con caffeine
nita. It ra thi 1a thé. C6 thé ban nghii day 1 thiéu dao dirc. Va vang, ding vay! Nhung ho khong quan tim

Ban dau khi mdi vao am, t0i bj soc. Lo Eing nira. Tinh ¢d t6i lai thudc s6 ngwoi khong the udng ca phé sau mdt mbe gio nhat dinh trong ngdy. Nhur thé
01 & thirc ca dém Néu t6i | ngudi bi Iira ubng phai mon ca phé day caffeine, t0i s€ xanh nhur tau la chudi mat. Nhung € hon nita, 16 nhur d6 la mbt
nguoi 16n tudi c6 bénh tim thi sao? Y 14, nhu thé s& nguy hiém. Thé nhung ho chang ban tam.

Ca nhén t6i khong phai nguoi phuc vu mon trang miéng. 6 la cach giip lwong tim cua t6i khong can rirt trude sy viée ndy. Toi | dong vai tro ngudi phuc
vu nhan dt va mang d6 an, thirc ung ra. Chi c6 thé. Sau khi khach in xong, nhan vién phu ban s& nhan dt mon va phuc vu phan trang miéng, va noi

dbi. Thong thudng khach hang s& hoi, “Tach nao khong caffeine?”. Cau phu ban s& n6i, “Tach nay”, thdm chi con chi vao mdt tach dé khach dugc yén
tam. Tat ca rat am mudi. Nhung phan d6 khong lién quan gi dén t6i. T6i khong phai ké n6i doi. Thé nén ciing chap nhan dugc.

Hién tai, ca chuc lin chay t6i chay hui da khién t6i bo mic mdt cap dai tai ban khac. Ho ciing goi mon salad ding kém pho mat xanh. Chang trai &n gﬁn
xong, con cd gai gan nhur khong dong t6i dia ctia minh. Mot nhim day pho mét xanh chém ché ngay trén cing. Toi budc lai.

“T61 khong thich mon ding kemnay”, 6 ta néi. “Khong an nita”.

“Purgc thor”, t61 noi. “De 61 mang no di cho Kkhuat mét ¢o.” Toi vuon tay camdia cia cd ta, nhu ngay khi nhic kén, dia truot khoi tay t6i— do dinh dau
tir caiban s 23 ngu ngoc kia. Toi ¢b gang chup lai, nhung 10 hye d6 chi khién moi sir cang i t&, cudi ciing t6i 1ong ngdng hat hét chd salad d6 1én ¢o
ta. DAy 4o blouse. DAy Ién vay. Mot mau rau diép phan bdi bam noi toc. Pho mét xanh ving khép noi. Thir pho mat xanh quy quai ndy bi c4i gi viy chir?

Toi sbc khong kém b ta. Ca hai ching toi chét king, im bat mdt ic. R thi. .. “Toi doan gidr ¢d thue sy ghét mén dimg kém dé i nhi?”, t6i 1én tiéng, A
thi, con cd thé ndi cai khi gid gi chir? Thét 1a mdt con &c mong. Mot con &c mong kinh khing,

Toi s& khong ngac nhién mdt chiit ndo néu ngay e nay minh tinh gidc, sau d6 goi dién ke voi Sydney vé moi thir. Nhung toi khong tinh ddy. Vi toi dang
tinh. Va chén dia nguc nay chi i mdt budi t5i tai chd ma am ma thoi.

Thét kinh ngac, t6i khong bi dudi viéc. It ra a chura. Bira an cta cap doi iy dwoc mién phi, va ho s& giri ho don giit kh t6i ching t6i. Con ¢ nang. ..
han Ia da nguyén ria cho t6i b “ung thu hiu mon”.

Quay lai ban $6 23, mu Mat dwa chudt da uéng xong “ca phé kl}éng caffeine”. Biét réng mu s& triin troc ca dém vi nd, t6i thue ra lal cam théy hanh phic
voi Ca phé Ma thuat. Hanh phuc téi mirc, t6i tham chi con 6t day lai tach ctia mu sau khi thanh toan hoa don. Vang, t61 biét nhur thé 1a sai! Toi chap
nhn.

Trén dudng vé, t6i nghe nhac cua The Clash bang chiéc iPod, dot nhién lai thay mot chu clin bi bude vao ¢t bién chi duwong, N6 16i thoi nhung rét déng
yéu, trong nhur bi lanh nita. T6i can phéi vé nha tim rira, _nhung t6i khong muon cir thé bo nic con ctn bi cam chan ndy. Téi nhin vong c¢b ctia nd, khong
¢6 thé tén. Toi khong thé nudi ché. Nudi chd doi hoi nhiéu trach nhiém. Téi lo cho minh con chira xong nira dy nay. C6 Chiia méi gitip dugc t6i néu
phai t6i gan pho mét xanh thém lan nita. Téi vd vé con ciin, 16i lai cat budc vé nha.

i chua dugc hai day nha, 16i quay lai kiém tra nd. T6i chi mubn bao damné khong sao. N6 I duc hay cai nhi? Téi vao tiém Ray’s Pizza — mit trong
hang nghin ctia hang Ray’s Pizza tai New York ludn tuyén bo minh 1a “Ray’s Thir thiét”.

Thé 13 t6i hoi anh chang dimg tinh tién ring con ché da bi budc tai cdy cot bao lau.

“Con tuy”, ciu ta noi. “Bdn gidr c6 goi i iu khong?”’

“Oi Chia of”, t6i kéu Ién. “Con vét d4ng thrrong d6 hin 1 lanh cong”

“T6i van gip chuyén nhur thé subt. Ngudi ta khong can ché nita, thé 1 bo miic cho né di mét hodc bude vao cot.”

“Ngudi ta thit dé tién”, toi noi. Anh ta gat dau, cudi khé trong miéng,

“Piing, va ho hy vong nhung keé 4t o nhur ¢6 s& thwong hai con vét va cho né mt méi nha.”

“O!” Toirén Ién, bude ra ngoai xem con cho. Khi toi tién lai, n6 bét dau vay dudi nhur thé quen biét toi. May c6 quen tao dau, d6 ngu! Pimg c6 vay
duobi voi tao. Va r01 16 cudi. Damthé c6 Chia, con chd quy quéi d6 cudi voi toi Toi s& khong mang con chd ny vé nha. Toi s€ khong tr6 thanh nguroi

nubi chd. Mot ke 4t 0 ndo d6 s& thurong hai con ché ndy, nhung khong phéi toi. Toi can tim that Au. T6i can tay rira hét moi chuyén hom nay, va toi
khong can mdt con ché.



Toi c6 mdt con ché trong nha. N6 vung vé, dang yéu, toi dat tén né i Strummer, theo tén clia Joe Strummer vira mét gan ddy. Vi lai, c6 vé né ciing
thich nhdém The Clash.

T6i ngdi vao ban, kiém tra thur dién tir va trang chit CNN ¢6 tin “Vu kién bao cao su trong mon sip da duoc dan xép xong”. Ban nén tin 1 t6i da click
vao cai link d6. Hoé ra chudi nha hing c6 try so tai California tén McCormick & Shmick nay da dan xép xong vu kién ctia mot phu nir tlmthay bao cao
su trong mon stp so. Ba ta ciing tuyén bd minh bi ngudi phyc vu déi xir tho bao. Ba ta da yéu cau phuc vu hdm néng lai sup. Roi khi bit dau an mén
stp, ba ta nha}i phai mot vat déo, dai, ban dau ba ta ngd la mure hodc tom Ba ta nhd thir kho chiu d6 vao khén &n ctia minh va, la chua kia, phat hién ra
d6 1a mbt chiec bao cao su da cudn lai

Nay, t0i biét diu ndy tht dang ghé tom! Thure viy. Nhung voi nhitng gi t6i biét tir viée phuc vu ban va dbi ph6 voi nhitng vi khéich hang khon nan, thi
cau chuyén nay du khién t6i khung lai. T6i phai ty hdi ba ta thuc sy da lam gi voi ngudi boi ban. Ba ta da xur t& voi anh chang dén cd nao? Va sy viée
cling dat ra cau hoi, “Anh ta c6 thyre hién tinh duc an toan voi sip khong?”.

C6 I& ngudi phuc vu cho ring minh da ban on cho ba khach khi deo bao cao su rdéi m6i dua ctia quy vao mon stip no. B bao nhiéu Jan mdt céi ctia quy
dugc nhung vao t6 sup ma khong c6 bao cao su? Ca nhén t6i, néu c6 ngudi choi mdn stip cua t6i, t6i tha d€ ho dimg bao cao su, nhung d6 chi 3 y riéng
cua toi. Va t6i cling khong thich sup so.

Trong dau ti ndy ra y tudng vé co hdi quan 1y khing hoang kinh dién. Han phéi c6 mot cach dé bién bai PR xu thanh mot diéu g d6 tt dep. Cha. .
tinh trang tré tréu nay that la day thach thirc! Nguoi ta lubn ludn ¢6 the nhin thay sur hai hude trong do dé tur gicu. Ho ¢6 thé dat ngay vao thue don cau
“Siip cia ching t6i khong c6 bao cao su””. Hodc ammdt Dai tiéc Tinh tring kéo dai han mdt thang: Stp so mién phi cho moi khich tham gia. Nhung i
s€ cho ban biét dieu ndy, néu ho da tra tién cho t6i, thi doanh thu mon stp so s€ ting cuc manh trd lai trong thoi gian ky luc.

T6i goi cho Sydney va bao ¢6 4y dén nha. Toi ndi mubn gidi thidu voi co Ay mdt nhan vat. C6 Ay than viin ring troi qué lanh, nhung van dén.

Miét mdt gis Sydney moi t6i, miic di chi séng cach dy ba day nha. C6 &y 4n dién k¥ cang, vi ngd i dinh gidi thigu mot anh chang ndo d6. Thuc a vay
day chir. Chi 1a chang trai bé nho nay cd bon chan.

“Cau da lam gi thé nay?”, ¢6 nang hoi.

“N6 khong c6 nha. Thing ngbe ndo d6 da cot n6 vao mdt cdy cot.”

“C)i, Heaven.”

“Minh biét. Nhung minh khong thé bo méic n6. Dit sao 16 ciing dd ¢ dy, va nd thude vé minh. Cau thanh di r6i ddy. Chao Strummer di.”
“Strummer?” C6 nang khong hiéu.

“Pling, Strummer.”

“Gibng nhur hanh dong gb guitar 4y 4?7

“Ping, nhurng thure ra 1a dat theo tén Joe Strummer.”

“Té chang biét 6ng d6”, ¢o nang noi.

“Xtc pham that!”

“D6 a mdt trong nhitng sé thich &m nhac ctia cau a?”

“Khong han. Nhung khong sao. Bét cir ai thich nhac phim Blue Crush nhiéu nhu cau déu biét Joe Strummer n.”
“Sao ciling duroc”, ¢ nang dap. “Nhac phim d6 hay ma.”

“Minh biét cau s& nghii vy, ban yéu.”

“Cau co6 mbt con cho.”

“Ding vdy dhy.”

“Cha, minh cha biét phai n6i gi.”” C6 nang nhén nt. “Chiic mimng nhé?”

“Cam on.” Strummer bude lai phia 01, dui dau vao dau gdi ti. D6 gan nhur 1 diéu déng yéu nhét toi timg thy. Ngay khoanh khéic ndy, viée ti mang né
ve nha da duoc thong qua, va t6i cling quyét dinh rang minh yéu no.

Tinh yéu gn nhu la mot dang quyét dinh. Giéng nhur hanh phiic. Ban <0 thé quyét dinh yéu ai d6 hoac khong, sdng hanh phiic hoic khong. Con lai chi 1
viée ¢ quyét doan voi quyét dinh d6 hay khong, Hién gior t6i da quyét doan voi chii cin ndy.

“Minh nghi minh ¢6 thai”, Sydney noi.



“Khong dau.”

“Minh tré ky.”

“Thang ndo cdu cha trd”, t6i ddp. Va thure ra khong phai thing ndo c6 Ay ciing tré. Chi i thang ndo ¢6 Ay ciing than tho.

“A thi, d4u phai thing ndo minh ciing quan hé khong an toan nhirg nim An.”

“Cau quén n6i mot vé, 1a am viée d6 véi nguoila.”

“Minh quen anh ta”, ¢6 ning ti vé. “Minh timg gip anh ta mdt An. Mot ndm trude. Nhung ciing cam on vi da khién cho minh thiy kha hon nhé.”
“Xin 16i, nhung 1& ra cau van nén ding bao cao su.”

“Bon minh ciing dinh thé ma.”

“Thoi di, cau khong c6 thai”, t6i n6i. “Minh biét, vi ca tuan ndy tAm trang cau rat t&, nghia I 10 rang ring cau dang khé chiu vi sép toi ky.”
“That chu?”?

“Tht.”

“Tét”, co nang ndi. “Con cu thi lam sao vay? D3 lau 1di cAu chéng quan h¢.”

“D4 au rdi minh chéing hen ho. Khong hen ho thi khong quan hé.”

“Khong diing”, cd nang noi.

“V6i minh thi ding,” i khi t0i wée minh k Kiéu nguoi clia nhirg cude tinh mot dém va cam thiy dugc tiép thém strc manh, thay vi chiu dyng cam gidc
101101 vé n6. Nhung thuc té thi khic. Chi Sydney moi lam dugc. Téi thi khdng,

C6 tiéng gb cira. Sydney nhin t6i td md.

“Cau dang cho ai a?”

“Khong, nhung chic d6 1 Brady.”

“Brady 1a ai?”

“Hang x6m ctia minh.”” T6i md ctra, d6 diing 1a Brady.

“Chao”, cau ta noi.

“Chao”, t6i dap lai. Strummer chay ra ctra, Brady bét dau v vé nd.
“T6i khong biét co ¢6 nudi cho day.”

“Lic trude thi khong. Toi m6i nhén nudi nd thoi.”

“N6 tén gi?””, Brady hoi.

“Strummer.”

“Tuyét. Theo tén Joe a?”

“Anh ciing biét diéu d6.”

“0.” Cau ta mim cudi. “Tén hay dy.”

“E hént”, Sydney Ién tiéng,

“Xin 161", t6i n6i. “Péy 1 Brady. Hang x6m ctia minh.”

“Ga thiéu néing 4y 4?”, Sydney hoi trude khi t6i kip nhét mot déi tat len that day vao miéng ¢6 nang,

“Vu thidu nang do 1a sao day?”, cau ta hoi.



“Khong c6 gi”, t6i noi. “Sao, co chuyén gi nao?”’
“T6i chi mubn cam on. C6 biét ddy. V& viée c6 da lam. Véi Sarah. Thire s rét tuyét.” Sau mdt lic, cdu ta budc vé phia thang méy, 4n nit mo.
“Khong ¢6 gi. C6 nang do thit gai mit.” Thang may md, cu ta budc vio.

“U. That ddy chir. Di sao, t6i phéi di ddy. Toi chi mudn néi  diéu ¢6 Am. ... it hoan hédo. Nu hon nita. Rat tuyét”, cau ta ndi trong I cira thang méy
bt dau dong lai.

“Khong c6 g, t6i ndi. Va ngay khi cira dng, t6i dé thém. “Nhan tién, t6i bi bénh bach cau don nhan[2] ddy.”
[2] Can bénh ¢6 thé iy nhiém khi hon.

skksk

“Cau that nhén tir khi Fing nghe tt ca nhimg chuyén v& van ndy ciia toi.”

- Samantha Baker, Sixteen Candles.

“Céu khong phai dang chét dan chét mon, cau chi khong nghii ra diéu tot dep hon dé 1am thoi.”

- Ferris Bueller, Ferris Bueller’s Day Off

Ban dang doc truyén Anh Cheang Ngu Ngo Vi C6 Néng Réic Réi duge tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 24: BRADY

Toi biét ¢6 4y diia. Han i dua. Chén chdn dia. T6i biét ma. Toi thdy cd minh nhot nhot. Thé véi Chia, that dy! Toi ghét c6 nang.

Toi da goi cho gin nhur tat ca cac cong ty Ve san pham sita, khong noi ndo mubn nghe vé ¥ tuong cla toi. Sang nay t0i goi cho Knudsen. Ho chuyen to1
sang cong ty Santee Dairy. T6i ndi voi ho ring minh cAn ndi chuyén véi ngudi phy trach vé& mdt y twéng cho san phim méi. Ho dép nguoi ma toi mubn
tro chuyén 1 mot cd Lydia nao do. Thé nén t6i goi cho ¢ Lydia ndy. C6 ta hudng din t6i én website, va goi y t0i click vao dudng link dan dén phan

guri binh ludn khach hang, 16i d€ lai binh lun & do.

Toi khong c6 cai binh lun chét tiét ndo ca. Toi co mot y twdng triéu-dod. Ho khong hiéu sao? Toi giai thich voi Lydia ring toi khong mubn giri  twong
cho mt nhén Vit 4t o ndo khac. Diéu toi mubn giri cho ho 13 mdt co hdi im an, va t6i mudn hop tac. C6 ta Ap tng mot lt, rdi dé t6i chd may.

Khi quay lai, c6 ta thong bao ring co ta khong nghi minh c6 thé hd tro t6i vé viée toi dang dé cap.
“Tai sa0?”, t61 hoi.
“Vi ching ta khdng c6 thod thudn hop tac”, ¢6 ta tra 1oi.

“Pay | mdt y tudng rat hay, Lydia”, toi nghi viéc ding tén ¢6 nang s& giip it nhidu vao viée giai quyét vin d&. Hinh nhur t6i cam thiy c6 ning ¢6 vé trin
tro chit dinh. Nhung chua dui.

“T6i xin 16i. T6i nghi minh thc sw khong thé gitp ngai.”

“Puge thdi”, 61 néi. Toi rat mudn ndi thém 1 “Nhung 6 dimg c6 ma dén khoc 1o véi toi khi ¥ twong niy toa sang dy”. Nhung t6i khong lim vay.

T6i can mdt tach ca phé. May cho t6i 1 ¢6 mdt tiém Starbucks ngay goc duong, Thire ra, moi goc dudng & Manhattan déu ¢6 tiém Starbucks. Toi biét
ban nghi gi, nhurng t61 thich ca phé cuia minh ludn gitt niii vi thit 6n dinh, va Starbucks chinh I3 thir ddm bao cho di¢u d6. Chua ke, ho con cho thém
nuréc mién phi.

Toi s& khong tu pha ca phé b?mg nuée tir voi 6 nha. Toi biét nguoi ta van néinude & New York sach s&, nhung duong ng thi ghé im. Co du thir
khoang chat tot xau, curc ky nhicu tap chat, d6i khi ca hoa chat, chat 6 nhim, chat gy ung thur, lai con. .. ca phé vi-ung-thur c6 mili thit toi !

Va céi ndy nifa. .. gin ddy tin tirc ndi rang Chinh théng gido Do Thai khong thé udng nude tir voi nita, vi lodi ¢4 vo cling trong née khién nd khong tinh
khiét. Néu ban chura biet, thi nude chi duge cong nhan la “tinh khiet” khi virot qua qué trinh kiém tra curc ky nghiém ngiit.

Vi tAm muroi phén tréim o thé ki murée, nén t0i phéi dém béo d6 k dang murée tinh khiét nhét ma loai nguoi ¢ duge. Néuné dong nghia véi nude tish
Kkhict thi t61 s& tim dén nd. Ma t6i cling chang phdi ngudi Do Thai nhé. Nhung néu thir dugc nap vao ngudi téi thuong xuyén nhu nude ma lai khong vrot


http://ebookfull.net

qua duoc cude kiém tra thi toi ching uéng dau.

Thé nén t6i dang dumg xép hang dé quyét dinh. D6 dudng nhu a mot phin quan trong trong trai nghiém. Quyét dinh sang ché cta t6i nén thude loai
Cappuccino hay Frappuccino? Ly wira hay ly to? Hay khong 10? Lai con gia vi phy trdi ni¥a chir: Sita nguyén kem hay khong kem? Chocolate hay vani?
Nhuc dau khau hay que? Roi toi nhdn ra. Noi nay chinh la dap an.

Toi can phai lién lac vi Starbucks. Py s& 1 thi truong khdng 16 cho Sira qué. Khong hiéu sao t6i gior t6i moi nghi ra. Toi thim chi da doc quyén sach
Ddc hét trai tim: Cach Starbucks xay dung cong ty bang tumg tach ca phé cua Howard Schultz. Ong ta i ngudi sang lap Starbucks. Ong ta can phai phé
y tuong cia toi. Ong ta s& nghe. Toi s& goi 6ng ta ngay khi vé nha.

Khong dé nhur t6i nghil Toi chi co the £oi vao s0 dich vu khach hang. Ban tin ndi khong, sb dién thoai 1 1-800-23LATTE ddy. Thét quy hoa! Toi nbi véi
ngudi phy nir nghe méy ring toi cin s6 clia cong ty me, ¢6 nang dap ring t6i dang n6i chuyén v6i cong ty me.

“C & Seattle 477, t6i hoL.
“Vang, ding véy.”

“A, t0i cAn ndi chuyén véi ngy Schultz.”
“V& viée gia?”

“V& mot y twomg kinh doanh.”

“Ngai da c6 ban ké hoach chura a?”
“ROP, 16 n6i dbi.

“Viy t6i s& dura ngai dia chi email dé giri ban ké hoach, sau d6 s& ¢ ngudi lién hé lai voi ngai néu ho quan tim. “Pay, cin ban, ciing gidng hé nhu duong
link dat cau hoi va binh ludn trén mdt trang web. Nhurng it nhat t6i cling s&€ ¢6 dia chi.

“Duoc thoi”, toi dap. “Bia chila gi?”
“Hop thu P.O”

“Khoan, mdt hop thu a? B6 dau phai dia chi. P6 dau phai dia chi ctia Howard Schultz.”

“Moi ban ké hoach déu duogc giri v& d6 a”, c6 ning noi.

“Rdi ai s& nhan ching?”

“Hop thu s€ nhana.”

“Hoan hao d4y”, t6i n6i. C6 ta khong hiéu tinh khoi hi ciia t6i rdi.

“Vang, Dia chi i Hop thu P.O 3717 L-UEI, Seattle, s6 98124-3713 Washington.”

“Xuét sic.”

“T6i con c6 thé gilp ngai diéu gi khong?”

“Khong”, toi dap. C6 cb gitp duoc ci chét tiét gi dau. Con 1 thé quai nao? Tat nhién t6i khong n6i cau do ra. Toi clp méy ludn.

Toi bude vio quén bar. Zach dang dan chwong trinh qua micro. Théing nhée ndy ndi niing kha that. Chi riéng céi mal thoi da d dé bao dam s& hbt duoc
vai ¢0. Tuong tu nhur tai khoan khong 16 hodc dién mao cuia Brad Pitt. Néu chiing t6i khong phai ban than thi toi da ghét cdu ta roi.

Moi ngurdi dd néng Ién, cau ta xoay micro vé phia ba ¢ gai dang hat bai Summer Nights cua Grease. Khong nhitng bai hat bi dién qua 16, m d6 con la
bai song ca. Cho mdt nam mot nit. Chir khong phai ba c6 nang. Nhung d6 khdng phai van dé cta toi.

“Dé t6 hoi cau mdt diéw”, Zach n6i. “Tai sao mdi khi mdt co nang n6i cau “Em sé thir moi thir mot lin xem sao” thi t6 lai luén nghif ¢ ta n6i dén hau mon
nhi?”

“Vi cu I théing bién théi. Nhung t6 thira nhan, dau 6c t6 cling d& fién twong dén vige d6. Thuc ra ¢6 hai thir ma t6 fién tudng. .. mot B hiu mon, hai la
cd thémmdt c6 gia nhdp. T nghi ho ¢ y day.”

“Khi that, ding nhi.”

Bat thinh linh, t01 nght &1 Heaven. Toi thé cac mach mAu ctia minh nhu cang Ién. Khong, t6i khong hé nghi den tinh duc ctra sau ctng ¢ nang dau. Du
rang, gio n6i ra thé ndy, thi chic 1 ciing co. Nhung khong phai vi ti mudn nhé! Vi nguoi cudi cling ni t6i mudn quan hé cira sau ciing chinh i Heaven.



Kiéu tinh dyc ndo ciing vay. Hinh nhur t6i bi st roi. T6t nhét 1 ¢ ta dimg c6 bi bach cau don nhan.
“Té ¢6 sbt khong?”, toi hoi Zach.

“Khong”, cau ta dap.

“Cau dau da so tran t6.” Cau ta mién cudng so tran toi.

“Khong, cau khong sbt.”

“Phur”, t0i dép. Nhung toi van tin 2 minh cam théy durgc diéu gl d6 dang dién ra. Toi noc modt ly whiskey, va bat chot nhén ra. Toi biét minh phai am gi.
“Cau muon dén Seattle khong?”, t61 hdi Zach.

“T6 tudng cau Ié ra nén & Florida chir.”

“Khong, y t& I di thét 4y.”

“Nhac grunge[1] da chét rdi, anh ban”, cau ta noi. “Chét cung véi Kurt.”

[1] Tén mot dong nhac rock.

“Nghiém tiic ddy. T4 s& di Seattle. Cau di khong? C6 ban di chung ciing duoc diy.”

“Khong, t& khong di” Cau ta nghiém tic. Va cau ta hiém khi nghiém tic Bm “O Seattle ¢6 c4i khi gi?”
“Howard Schultz.”

“La ai?”

“Nguoi sang lap Starbucks”, t6i ndi voi cdu ta.

“Va cau mubn dén gip ong ta. .. tai sao?”

“Vict ngdi day, tim kiém céc cong ty sita trén mang, va goi dién cho ho, ndi chuyén vai nhitng 6 thur ky ngde nghéch s& chiang dura t dén dau ca. To
can gap truc dién.”

“Tai sao lai la 6ng ta?”

“Tai sa0 lai khong a ong ta?”, t6i hoi. “Ong ta bién mon ca phé dién khing thnh ca mdt gia tai. G ndy, nhd tréi tim, da khién moi ngudi sén long chi
namdo6 cho mdt coc ca phé phai gid.”

“Coc cua td chi bon d6 sau muroi xu thor’, Zach néi

“Moi nguroi ting dén quan ca phé dé ubng ca phé. Chir khong phai mot thir sira lac ky la hop thoi. Ong ta d4 cach mang hoa mot hat dau— mdt hat d4u
bé xiu ngd ngin — va limra hang ty d6. Chura ké t6i cam quan vé tr do dng ta tao ra.”

“I_Ié.?”

“Moi ngudi chi 1 mot bﬁy’cfru thoi. Ngwor tiéu ding :Qiy. Ho an udng nhitng thir duoc dit ra trude mit. Nhung g Schultz ndy. . . danh vao so thich ca
nlmn cua moi nguoi Vi rat nhieu cach tuy bien do uong khong caﬁ“eine cuc nong, khong bot hon hop sua va kem, sua dau nanh Ga giup moi
¢6 thé 13 ngudi duy nhét chiu Fing nghe ddy. Nhung 6 cin gip ong ay . tryc dién.”

“Co [ cau sot thit d6”, cau ta ndi va vuron tay vé phia tran toi

“Khong, anh ban. C6 thé cudi cing t& da tim duoc ding con dudng sé ménh ctia minh.” Toi nghich chiéc nhén d4u lau dang deo, vt goi nhé t6i Keith
Richards. Zach nhin t6i that 1au, that cham chi.

“Anh ban, t¢ ghét phai ndi ra, nhung d6 s€ 1a mdt dong thai t¢ hai d6i voi su nghiép tai Guitar Center.”
“Pd khdn nan”, t6i rrﬁng, long quiin lai vi cdu ta hoan toan c6 ly.

“Té phai Ién kia 161, cau ta n6i. “Néu t¢ khong di kich dong thém vai ngudi, bon cong tir nha Jersey s& gianh sin, rdi s& 1 lién khtic Bohemian
Rhapsody, American Pie va Margaritaville.”

“Thé thi khong 6n.”

“Ding, thé thi khong 6n.” Cau ta dimg day chiém Iy micro. Toi quanh quén & lai nghe thém vai bai ht, roi di b vé nha.



Bémhom sau t6i di ngang cira nha Heaven, suyt nira gb ctra. Nhung t6i khong 6. Toi quyét dinh di v& nha minh. Chét tiét! Ai mubn bi quiy pha ch?
RO ti quay lai trude cira nha ¢6 nang. Toi dimg d6 mot lic, twr cudi minh. Vi toi dang g5, €0, g0 cura thién duong. Toi kéo 4o so'mi lén mili d€ khong
hit phai vi khuan tir ¢6 ta. C6 ta md ctra, trén mit la mit na. Mot cai mit na mau xanh 3. Khong bict xau ho gi ca!

“Chao”, to1 noi.

“Cau dang lam gi vay? Sao lai che mat?”

“T6i chi mudn bao dam thdi. Co dia vé vu bach cdu don nhan phai khong?”

“Khong”, ¢b ta ndi cting khudn mét do nhat ma t6i timg thy. R6i dé thém, “Tat nhién i dia, d6 ngde.”

Toi budng 40 che mit. “Biét ngay mi. To6i chi mudn chéc 3n thoi. Con vy thiéu niing i sao vAy? Sao cd cing tit ca ngudi quen ctia ¢d déu nghi t6i bi
thiéu néing?”

“Céu c6 bi hay khong van chura chic na.”

“That tinh, c6 chuyén gi vay chi?”

“Chuyén dai Fini”, ¢6 ta néi. “Ma dén gior toi phai thdo it na rdi. Mudi im phit nira toi phai di.”

“Trong phai dep chir nhi”

“Camon. Con chuyén gi khac khong?”

“Khong”

“Tambit, Brady.”

“Tambiét, Heaven.” C9 ta di dau nhi?
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Chuong 25: HEAVEN

Tai sao cdu ta van ctr dimg d6?

BRADY

“Co di dau vay?” Toi hoi, du khong phai viéc ctia minh.

“T6i ra ngoai voi mdt bac sithiy.”

“C6 c6 bac sithiy?”

“Ping”, 6 ta dap.

“C6 moi 6 cho thdi ma. Méi hom qua thi phai.”

“Va t6i ¢6 bac sithily. Mdéi hdm nay thi phai”

“Dling ddy”, c6 ta ndi. “Toi cin dem Strummer di kiém tra, t6i da mang nd dén béc sithiy.”
“Va gio thi ¢6 dihen ho. .. voi vi bac si thu y?”

“Khong phéi hen ho”, ¢ nang dap, nhu thé rt tin vao cai diéu nham nhi d6.

“Hen ho qué di dy chir.”
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“Hen ho trong sang. Cau ta moi dén thanh phd. Vira bat dau m viée. Cu ta cin ban be.”

“Phai 161 Hin i ¢6 ciing dong dura trude miit gi d6. Choi trd “mdi dén thanh phd”. Toi ciing tirmng lim thé mi. Nhung dudi goe do nhan dao clia nghé
thtry, thi tro nay qua té. “Vay cau ta s€ [a ban trai c6 a? Mot bac sithuy.”

“Céu ta s€ khong trd thanh ban trai to1.”

“A, ft ra thi c6 van s& duoc dn di moén”, t6i ndi, cam théy kha vui voi 101 dua ndy.

“Pugc ddy.” Thiy chua?

“Hai nguoi dinh di dau?”

“Toi khong biét. Ching t6i s& gip dudi lau.”

“Ding 14 hen ho rdi. Dam ¢4 gidy ndy anh chang dang chai chudt day.”

“Vui that”, c6 nang dap. “Toi s& cho anh mdt do néu anh thoi goi né 1 hen hd. Nghe phién qua.”
“C6 cir gitr mot d6 d6 di.”

“Puoc thdi, vi ti cling thidu tién.”

“On ma. Béc sty thu nhap tot im.”

“Thét sa0?”, ¢6 nang ngdy tho hoi.

“Ctr nghil @én khoéan khoan c6 phai tra nhiéu ¢& ndo di. Trir phi anh ta mién phi cho ¢6.”

“Néu anh ta mién phi cho moi ¢6 gai xinh dep budc chan vao, thi thu nhap s& khong nhidu im dau.”
“T6i vui a c6 nhén ra minh xinh dep.”

“Nay, t6i bi tinh tién ddy”, ¢6 nang day vé tur vé.

“Vy ndy moi vui ddy.”

“Gio t61 di duge chua?” Co nang hoi, tay nim chit, ap sat vao dui.

“C6 aican co dau?”

“Tambiét, Brady. Chao lAn nita.”

“Tam biét, Heaven. Chao lin nita.”
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Chwong 26: HEAVEN

Toi xuéng Jau chdr Chris, cau bac sitha y. C6 E Brady da dung khi goi day dai loai I3 cudc hen ho. Nhung t@i khong thure sy xemnd theo cach do. Cau
ta kha dé thwrong, t6i kha ngudng md ciu ta vé nhitng gi cdu ta lAm d€ kiém song, nhung ti that tinh chi muon dura cdu ta dixem vai chd hay ho. That
khé khén khin khi chuyén téi mot thanh pho mdi va phai ¢o gang bat dau mdt cude song mdi, két ban véi nhitng ngurdi moi.

Y t6i . .. t6i c6 nén xem déy 14 cude hen ho khong? Lan dAu gip nhau, t0i va Chris chi yéu trd chuyén vé bénh ghé. Ching t6i quyet dinh s tudi khé di
cua Strummer, noi sinh kha di ctia nd, va 0 rang dong tinh 1 n6 chura bao gior t6i chau Anénsg khong thé nio bi ¢ cim gia cam Malaysia. Roi cduta
dudi theo toi trén via he, chi dé bao dam toi da ly chiéc bit qua ting. Va ri cau ta hoi toi iu “c6 biét noi ndo an udng dam bao khong, mdt noi gan
trong khu nha ¢, va ¢6 khong phién dén do an, cling voi toi dy”.

Toi chura bao gioy hiéu duor tai sao cic gi trai phdi cho t6i tan khi cira thang miy sép dong hin moi thét ra nhitng cau ddy ling ting dé moi ban di choi.
Ctr viée hoi di chr! Han t6i & tir chbi, nhung it nhét ca hai ciing khong phi thoi gian. Hen ho ciing twa nhu viée ddy khay do an doc theo quay tir phuc
vu. Chiing ¢6 m6n ndo trdng ngon lanh, nhung ban biét minh phai chon thir g d6 trude khi dén chd thu ngan.
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Chris xuét hign, méic quan kaki va 4o len. Trong khoanh khéic d6, day khong con l budi hen ho. Xin 16! Ban ndi sao cling dugc, nhung toi ghét quan
kaki. D6 a thir dong phuc vao cubdi tuan ctia nhing g linh dao. Toi khong thich ¢ thanh kien vé moi nguoi, thire sy khong thich. Nhung t6i khong ¢6
himg tht véi nhitng g mic kaki. Toi khong ton tho' Dave Matthews, va t0i chua bao gio choi trd Hacky Sack hofic Rollerblade. Chong t6i s& khong
nhu the!

Toi dn Chris xudng phd. Chiing t6i vio mdt nha hang sushi nh6 xiu chua duge dam dong phét hign. Nhitng 6 am vige ¢ ddly déu méic trang phuc
geisha. Ho trong g6 bo 61 mire chi nhin thoi cling khién nguoi ta khong thoai mai roi. Va ho deo mot i ky la phia sau kg, t61 khong biét dé lam gi
Néu la dé cho thoi trang thi ho can phai hoc hdi thém

Chris that ngot ngo va chan thanh. CAu ta ni voi t0i vé thoi muoi mdt tudi rudi, bac sThoi cdu ta da sin sang vé mit tinh duc chura. Cau ta bio 1 0, vi
cdu ta muon to ra ngau, the 1a cdu ta phai ngdi nghe mdt bai dien van bon muroi lam phit day xau ho vé tinh dyc an toan va cach dung bao cao su cho
dung,

Sau bira t6i, ching t6i di bo quanh Lower East Side, va t6i chi cho cau ta vai chd hay ho cing nhimg chd cau ta nén tranh — ching han nhwr khu Phd
hang 3, bi quan béi it Thién than Pia nguc. R t6i dan cau ta t6i mdt quan tra nhd 4m cling minh thich. Ching t6i ngdi d6 ubng tra bac ha chocolate.

Toi bt du tur hoi liéu Chris ¢6 cho day 1 mdt budi hen hd khong. Manh mdi: Vi tri ghé ngdi rit v6 van, thé nén hién tai cau ta ngdi gan hon mdt chit,
nhung khong con dbi dién voi toi. Hai canh tay cham nhau — da hai lin, t6i démma, va t6i thé néu minh n6i thém diéu gi d6 chi hoi budn cudi mdt chit
thoi, cau ta s& loi dung co hoi dé ting con s6 d6 Ién thanh ba. Toi bat dau cam thiy lo Eing. Khong hoan toan lo Fing, ma I t6i 16i. T6i ghét cam gidc ngai
nging khi hai nguoi ¢6 cam nhan khéc biét vé nhau. Toi biét minh s& m gi rdi. .. T6i s& gan anh chang cho Sydney.

Ngay ltic d6, nbi nghi ngd ciia t6i durge tuong thudng. Cau ta nghiéng ti, grong myit chi con céch ti vai centimet, cd ging hon toi. Toi nghiéng ra sau,
dua tay Ién chan. Ngung lai di, nhdn danh. .. cai gi cling duoc.

“Nay.”

“Khong dugc sao?” Cau ta hoi, grong mit van tro ra ngay trude miét toi. Gios thi khodng cach khong phai vai centimet, nhung van a mudi miy centimet,
thé 1A qua gn.

“A... tOi chi nghi 1a. ... toi khong biét. Toi trdng ching ta 1 ban.”

“Ban be ciling hon ma”, cdu ta noi.

“Piing vdy.” Hon chao nhau, hon tam biét. “Nhung t6i thue sy can mdt bac sitha y tot.” Cau lai con mic kaki nira chir.
“C6 ¢ bac sithi y tot ma.”

“Nhung néu viée nay khong két thic tot dep, t6i s& mat mdt bac si thiy. Khé kiém béc sitha y tot im. Cau 1 ngudi rit cao gia ddy.” Cau lai con niic
kaki nira chir.

“T6i nghi nén n6i B, khé kiém mdt ngudi dan 6ng tot im Han B con kho hon tim mot bac sithi y tdt. Va néu cin, t6i o thé Jy goi y tir nhitng nguoi
yéuci.”

“T6i dam chic ho s& rat hao himg day.”

“Toi thyc sy thich em?”, cau ta noi. “Y t6i 13, di toi chura biét em. Nhung t6i nghil hom nay chiing t6i rat vui khi & canh nhau.”

“T6i cling thich cau.” Chiia oi, 01 ghét viéc nay.

“Chuyén do s& khong xay ra dung khong?”’

“Xin Ii...”, t0i n6i.

Mot khoang im king kho xur. Toi cling ghét khoanh khéc thé nay. Trong lic ching t(“)i‘ngéi do, im lang trong ngwong ngling, toi bt dau nghi gén Brady.
C6 Chia moi bict tai sao, nhung t0i nghil dén anh chang d6. Toi nghi Brady ghen ty vé viéc t6i di choi voi Chris. Liic t6i t6i chi nghi c4u ta van phién toai
nhw moi khi thoi, nhirng it nghi lai, t6i chac chan cau ta ghen.

Khi vé nha, quyén catalog Pottery Barn ciia Brady niim ngay cira nha t6i. Quyén ma t6i d tot bung dira cho ciu ta dé di Iy viée giit quyén catalog
Victoria’s Secret cua cau ta.

C6 mdt vai trang dugc danh dau, va khi It dén trang dinh gidy ghi chd c6 ddu chim héi bén trén, thi t0i nghif ciu ta dang hoi § kién cta minh. Cau ta
khong c6 ban be gi a? Ching tdi la ban be sao? Va khong, cu ta khong thé mua cai dién thoai gia ¢6 ngungbe d6 duoc. Khong thé tin nbi la cau ta
thdm chi da nghi ti viéc do. Toi xem Iudt qua quyén catalog, xem cdu ta con chon thir gi khac. 6 van chua phai mdn t¢ nhat.

Toi rét mudn gb cuia nha cAu ta va cho y kién, nhung t6i s& chd t6i mai. Cir dé cau ta bon chon, khong biét t0i vé nha e my gio, khi ndo thi roi khoi
cudc gap khong-phai-hen-ho kia — von cau ta nghi 1a hen ho — va Chris cling theé. RS rang chi ¢ t6i 1a ké duy nhat khong nhan duge tin hiéu ngam

Sur that thi, Chris [d mt anh chang dep trai. Cau ta thong minh, hai hude, va 1a bac si. Toi san sang di choi vdi cdu ta bét cir hdm ndo. Nhung néu phai



thanh that, thi t6i nghi minh van con bi ton throng. Khong phai ton thurong, ma hoi e dé mdt chit. Toi chura bao gio may mén trong tinh yéu. Chra bao
gio yéu, va ciling khong can thiet. Va quan kaki khong lién quan gi ca. Toi nghi minh s¢. Dicu ndy cuc ky rac 101, vi nhur t6i d ndi, t6i can phai két hon
trong vong. .. a, gio thi chi con murdi bon thang, Chac!

Khi dén chd lim, moi ngudi thong béo ring Bruce va Jean Paul mudn gip t0i. Chi ba ngudi. Throng d6 1 tin xiu. Khi biét dwoc ho mudn t6i dén sém
vao homsau d¢ gip mt, t6i cang chdc chan— do dambao la tin xau. Bugc thoi! Nhung duho gién dir ¢d nao, thi t6i cling dang rat buc ddy. Vi toi phai
di sémmot tieng dong ho chi d€ nhén tin xau. Chet tigt! DY la thoi gian trong cua t6i ma. Thoi gian réanh cta t6i ma. Thoi gian t6i duoc thoat khdi cdi dia
nguc ndy. Con nita, t6ico cd mit démnay dé ma so hdi cudc gap do.

Toi thiy Marco trong bép, dang Idng cac gio banh my vao nhau. Toi budc lai gan, xi it ra.

“Kiéu mit d6 1 sa0?”, cau ta hoi.

“T6i nghi minh sép bi sa that”, toi dap.

“T6i cling nghi ¢6 & vay.”

“That 4?” Gio thi ti hoan toan khiép dam. Toi nghi it ra ho ciing nén cho i 16 canh cdo trudc chi.

“Sao ¢b nghi minh sip bi sa thai?”’

“Vi Jean Paul va Bruce mudn giip ti. Vao budi sang, Tai sao? Cau nghe dugc gi a?”

“Ho chéng ndi gl voi t6i ca”, cdu ta ndi. Cau ta xiét 6 banh my dé kiém tra do tuoi.

“Cau phai biét gi chir. Cau ddng y khi ti n6i toi nghi minh sép bi sa thai con gil”

“T6i biét Bruce ¢6 ndi vé viée c6 gap nhiéu mau thun v6i khach hang. C6 vé nhur c6 gip nhiéu méu thuin, ding khong? Nhidu xi cing dan?” N6i dén
mau thuan, han han ta muon néi 14 van dé rac roi. Cling gan nghiia. D6 ¢d € lai la cach miéu ta tot hon. Toi s€ noi rang khach hang la nhitng ké dé tién
lu6n muon to ra vuot trdi, the nén ho doi xtr voi toi nhur rac rudi, nhung ding, t61 nghi minh c6 “mau thuan” voi ho.

“U, t6i ¢6 vai mau thun”, t6i dap, hoi cudi thanh tiéng, Thé ¢6 vé hoi ngd ngén nhi, thé nén t6i ngimg lai,

“Pumg dé khach hang khién cho ¢6 lo ing va suy sup”, cu ta ndi. Marco ding tir “suy sup” thay vi “mich long”. Toi d4 c¢b giing day cu ta, nhung cau
ta van chura hiéu.

“Mich long. . . v ndi gian”, t6i ndi. “Chir khong phai suy sup va lo ing.”
“U. Thi gian. Néi dién. Pumg dé khach hang khién ¢6 ndi dién.”

“Toi cb ging déy chir.” RO t0i thé dai. “Toi khong phai mdt phuc vu ban, Marco”, t6i néi. Pay B lan dAu tién t0i noi diu d6 thanh loi. Viéc niy khién toi
phat hoang, vi, vang, t6i khong phai mjt co phuc vu ban, nén c6 & diéu d6 khién hanh vi ctia t6i khong bi sém soi. . . dai loai thé. Nhung thuc ra vi. ... to1
1a mdt phuc vu ban. D6 1a cong viéc cua toi.

Hién tai toi i mt dtra hiu ban chét tiét. Pay I thir duy nhit dé t6i trang trai hoa don. Khéng co cong viée ndy, 6 trimg I khoan danh dum cuia t6i s& bi
demra Iim mon trimg bac chi trong nhdy mit. Va di t6i rat khong muon thira nhan. . . d6 van I sy thét lanh ing, phil phang,

C6 1& t6i can chan chinh lai, ¢6 géing hon nita dé khong lam hong viée. Thure sy ddy khong phai vin dé vé k§ nang. Can ban chi 1 sy diéu chinh vé thai
d06. Hodc c6 & da dén Iic thoi tri hoan diéu toi van mudn Bm tir ic & S&M PR ring, cich nén tranh khi diéu hanh mot cong ty PR 13 tr mo va tur dicu
hanh cong ty ctia riéng minh. D6 1a mot dicu hay ho xuat phat tir cong viéc tai do, t6i nghi vay. Ho da day cho t6i thay rang t6i khong phu hop dé lam
viéc cho cac doanh nghiép M nita. Va tdi chac nhwr bap 1a chinh minh cling khong nuon.

“T6i biét c6 khong phai mdt phuc vu ban””, Marco n6i. “Déy I Iy do t6i thich c6. Toi khong thich phu nit mang dwoc nhiéu dia hon t6i.”

T6i mim cuoi. “Khong chi 1 viée t6i mang dugc bao nhiéu dia. DO 1 van dé vé tim Iy, t6i ndi, khong chéic minh c6 dang néi chuyén ngoai tim hiéu biét
cua cdu ta khong,

“Toi ciing biét ma. Toi hidu c6, Heaven. Hiéu r hon cd nghi”, cau ta ndi. Toi thich cAu ta ghé. Khong phéi theo cach an-cAu-ta-vao-cira-ti-lanh-va-
quan-hé-dién-cuong. .. ma theo cach ngot ngao. Cau ta 1a nguai tot. Toi bi€t cdu ta hicu toi dang nghi gi, vi céu ta hoi, “Ai 1a ngudi Albani ma ¢6 thich
nhat nao?”

“Cau chir ai”, t6i xiét tay cau ta.

“Phai ro7”, cau ta ndi. “Nhung khong may 1 t6i ching c6 ai canh tranh ca”,

“Marco, du moi ngudi lam viée tai nha hang nay dduia nguoi Albani, t6i hira véi cau, cau van I nguoi toi thich nhit.” Cau ta cudi, dé 16 mt chiée rang
stin. N6 khong nam han vé phia trude, ma & mot bén. Cau ta trong that doc dao voi mieng bang che mat va chi€e rang sin, nhung di€u d6 chi khién cau
ta dang yéu hon.



“Albani 4y a... chan im Chiing t6i chiing c gi ¢a”, cAu ta ni. “Ngay ca Bulgaria con ¢6 dwoc mdt huy chirong Olympic, nhung cai d6 v van m.”
“Tai sao lai v& van?”

“Vido la huy chirong vé cir ta. Sau d6 thi gi ndy bi dudi vi choi thubc. Toi khong hiéu duoc c4i mdn cir ta. Mon thé thao ngu ngde! Tai sao nguoi ta lai
xemno nhi? Bé thiy mot théing dan ng ndng mdt cuc kim loai a2 Toi thiy ching hay ho gi Bm.”

“Cau ciing c6 Iy ddy, Marco.” Toi bét cudi.
C6 mdt ngudi dan 6ng 16n tudi ngdi mot minh, &n mén Canh Chua. Ong ta hing giong, Lai hing giong, Rdi lai hing giong tiép, dimg nhidu sirc hon.

Negay lic d6, Marco nhdc 6ng ta khoi ghé, bit dau Fic manh. C4u ta vong ra sau ong ta, bit dau lim dong tac Heimlich[ 1]! Téi sing so. Moi ngudi déu
sting s0. Nhung khong ai sting so bang nguoi dan dng dang thuong kia.

[1] Céch chita bénh cap ctru cho ngudi bi ngat bang cach ép manh vao co hoanh.

Gi¢ thi Marco dang dimg sau 6ng ta, hai tay cudn thanh ndm dam, xiét vao bao tir ong ta. Vi mdi cti kéo, ciu ta lai nhic bong ong ta khoi san, theo
dung nghia den. Khién dng ta rung lic nlur mdt con bup bé vai. Nguoi dan 6ng ¢d gang ndi giita nhitng cti gidt manh noi bung,

“Cau... (giat) dang, .. (giat) hm. .. (giat) gi... (giat) thé (giat)?”

“T6i dang ciru mang ngai”’, Marco néi. “Toi duge huan luyén chuyén sau tai Albani chi dé lam viée nay ddy!” Cau ta tuyén bd, lai giat manh hai ndm tay
vao nguoi dan 6ng.

“T6i... (giat) khong. .. (gidt) can. .. (giat) lam Heimlich!”, ngudi dan 6ng noi.

“Marco!”, ti goi. “Ong ta ni duoc. Néu dng ta néi duoc tir Heimlich, thi 6ng ta khong cin dén n6 dau!”

Marco dat ngudi dan ong xubng, nhin 6ng ta. “Ngai khong sao chir?””, c4u ta hoi.

“Khong!”, ngudi dan ong noi. “Ta chi dang hiing giong thoi, vAy ma cau im ta mudn chét téi noil” Marco tréng nhur thé mudn bét khoc.
“Chiing t6i vo cling xin Ii, thra ngai”, Bruce ndi. “Cau phu ban ctia ching t6i méi toi My thoi. Cau ta rat ngu ngde, ching toi thyc sy xin 161.”
“Vang”, Marco noi. “T6i vo cting xin I0i. Toi trdng ngai bi méc nghen mit con tom tir mon canh.”

Neudi dan 6ng ném chiée khin an Ién ban.

“Bira trua ctia ngai dwoc mién phi a”, Bruce ni nhu méy trong lic ngudi dan 6ng dién tiét bo di. Roi gi quay lai voi Marco. “Bimg bao gior im chuyén
d6 nira.”

“L nhur 6ng ta bi nic nghen thét thi sa0?”, Marco hoi.

“Dé han chét luon dil”” Bruce hét Ién, ding ding bo di theo sau ngudi dan ong dé thuc hién cong viée kiém soat thiét hai.

T6i vé nha, tiéng nhac tir nha Brady dang vong ra chat chia t6i mirc t6i c6 thé nghe thiy tir tan trong thang may. Toi budc ra, théing t6i cira nha cAu ta.
Cau ta dang nghe Massive Attack. Toi dap ctra. Khong tieng tra 101, T6i lai ddp. Khong tra 161 Véi am thanh the ndy thi t6i can biét minh khong nén
x0ng vao, nhung ctra hé md. The nén, t6i nghi, choi luon. To6i bude vao.

Va t6i chinh xac 1 trong thiy canh “choi luén” trong nha. Brady dang “chof” vdi con qudi vat — ban gi il cia cu ta. C6 nang 6 phia trén, cudi cau ta
nhu mot ¢ nang chin bo. Ngay gilta phong khach. Trén san. Tat nhién, t6i nén xoay nguoi rdi di ngay tire khic. Nhung t6i qua soc, t6indi da dimg do
nhin hin mdt gidy. Mot gidy theo ding nghia den. Chi can nhi€u d6 dé c¢6 nang dién kia thay t6i, ngay sau do 1a tiéng rong dau dén cta Brady, va toi bicn
ra khoi clra.

Ban dang doc truyén Anh Chang Ngu Ngor Va C6 Nang Réic Réi duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(chim)Net.

Chuong 27: BRADY

Sarah Xuat hién tai can ho cua t6i voi doi giay cao got ¢ ddy quin quanh méit ¢4 chan, quén én t6i ca dau gbi, thir dO phat ra thong diép “choi em di”
dy. .. Ban mudn t6i noi gl day chir? Ban phai thiy doi gidy d6 moi hiéu.


http://ebookfull.net

Thye tinh, t6i vn khong dinh Bm thé, nhung 6 ta x0ng t6i chiém quyén kiém soat, ddy toi xudng san va bt dau vao cude. Tin toi di, ¢ ta s& thich mot
céi girong cd tam trai cyrc min hon, nhung ching t61 lam trén san vi t6i dau da c6 do ndi that gi.

Sarah chua bao gio t6 ra mao hiém trong phong ngt, lai cyc it khi & phia trén. Lan ndy chinh xac 1a mt cugc mao hiém. Toi nghi, mot phin vi c6 ta
muon t6i quay lai, mdt phan 4 vi, nhu t6i ndi, ching t6i lam trén san, va co ta s& khong chiu noi néu phai nam dudi.

Thé nén 6 ta bat délNI lam tro. Ty cham vao minh, khién nguoi toi nong Ién trong khi day toi xuépg san g cing. Toi that sy nén mua mot tAm tham thoi.
Du sao, ¢ ta cling van nhap tam. Ban s biét khi dam con gai thyc sy bat dau nhap tam. Caikicu thd rap, thi vat, ngay-lic-ny-cai-ay-cla-anh-quan-
trong-hon-cé-chocolate- lan-kim-cuong,

Ban dau, t0i ¢6 thé quén di chitt nh6i ¢ nhitng noi t6i khong mudn bj dau, nhung ludn ¢6 lic 6 ta Ién qua cao roi lai lao uych xudng. Khong khic gi ti
bot mot tramndm chye ky giang thang xuong. Khong khac gi lao hét toc hre vao mot bire trdng trong lic cai dy dang girong thang ra. Chet ngudi mat.
Moi ngudi khong noi vé viée do, nhung t6i nghi hau hét dam dan dng déu khiép so dieu nay.

Nhung ¢6 ta.... cang lic cang kén cao. Toi chi co tl}é nghi t6i mdt diéu: Lam on ding kén xucf)ng bao lyc nhu vy, lam on dirng Ién cao nhu vay, lam on
can than, vi tinh yéu v6i Chiia. Me oi, 161 khong biet thang nho ¢ bi glly khong. Y 1, t61 bict n6 khong c6 xwrong bén trong. ... nhung dang cimg nhur vay,
c6 thé no cling gy chir. Oi e oi, the thi s€ dau lam!

Va ngay khi t6i dang hinh dung ctia quy ctia minh bi gdly lim hai, Heaven I 1t x6ng vao can ho chét tiét cua toi, va toi chim trong ndi sg hii choang ngop.
Sarah thay c6 nang, va ¢ ta n6i dién. Thing nh6 cuta t6i tudt ra, cd ta tién manh xuong. Xuong voi cha xau. ... t6i nghi ¢d ta lam gdy thang nho cua t61
10L.

Sarah di mét, t6i thi ngdi trén san v6i modt tii dau dong lanh churom noi ha bd. Toi mudn khoe. RSi co ning no ¢b cira nha toi.

“Bién dil”, toi hét én.

“T6i vao dugce khong?”’, Heaven hoi.

“Khong”, 6 lai hét I6n. Moi thir chim vao yén king, Toi nghii, cudi cling ciing c6 An ¢6 ta nghe 1i t6i. C6 thé ¢ ta da quay vé “hang 6 rdi.

“Di trudng Kangaroo chét rdf”, ¢6 nang hét qua lan cira.

“Dui sao 6i ciing khong thich hén”, t6i hét tra. “Hén An c4i bd ria mép hai i gdm ghiée kia.”

“Néi nghe khong dang hoang gi ca”, ¢6 nang noi.

“Toi dau c6 dang hoang”, toi dap. “Nay, luc khac ¢6 quay lai dugc khong? Piéu ¢ lam. .. ¢ khong biét minh da lam gi dau”, t6i n6i. Toi nhin tai dau
dang nhanh chéng 13 dong va tu hoi liéu minh ¢6 nén dén bac si hay khong,

“T6i xin 161", ¢6 nang noi.

RAi ¢6 nang lai im king. Yén binh qua. Toi bt dau rét mot ly sira. Toi s& phai trinh bay voi Schultz khi tdi noi, va ¢6 dwrge mdt ban nu s& tot hon.
“Céu co biét tuan trude nguoi din chirong trinh Romper Roombi glet khong?”” Gid thi c6 ta hét én. “That ddy. Va ngudi ta da trom cai guong cua cb ta.
Cai gurong na ¢6 ta nhin vao dé noi i minh tréng thiy ai dy. C6 ta ching bao giov tlny i ca. Toi timg chdr doi c6 ta ndi tén minh. Pidu d6 chang bao gio
xay ra. Toi ting khoc vi chirong trinh két thilc ma c6 ta khong bao gid trong thiy t6i. “Toi thiy Tommy. .. va Mary... va Lucy. .. va Kevin. .

Toi khong thé chiu ndi nita. C6 nang can phai im miéng di.

“VaKaren... va Lisa...”

Thé nén t6i dimg ddy mo cira.

“Co mudn gi?”

“Nguoi ta trom cai grong ciia ¢d tal”’, ¢ nang néi. “Bon giét ngudi dy.”

“0. C6 ngudi giét c6 nang ciia churong trinh Romper Room, thuyén trudng Kangaroo thi qua doi. Toi nghe rdi. Toi hiéu roi. That & mot tudn té hai cho
chuong trinh TV ctia bon tré con. Thét € 1 tir ndm ngoai ong Roger da miat. Chir khong thi thanh ¢t &n ba roi. Nhiéu d6 da du ket thic ban cap nhét
bénh hoan vé nhitng ngudi dan chuong trinh TV cho tré em nam qua ctia ¢6 chua?”’

C6 nang nhin ti dau trong tay toi.

“Nauana?”

‘GKh(")ng.”

“Nay, t6i xin 161 ve vi€c lic ndly. Ctra nha cau mo.”



“DAu c6 ddng nghiia voi cu mdi vao”, 16i ndi. “N6 chi c6 nghiia 1 t6i — hodic ai d6 — da khong déng cira chit thoi”
“Ai d6 nhur Sarah? Chinh i Sarah, c6 ban gai cii dién khing ctia cu, ding khong?’

“Dung, | Sarah.”

“Chéc hom nay hai ngudi di m hoa rdi nhi”, ¢6 ning ndi.

“C6 mudn cai gi day? C6 mudn cai gl ma lai xdng xoc vao nha t6i nhu vay?” Toi vay tay dé tang thém hiéu Gmg ctia cau noi. Va rdi, bop, t6i tur danh vao
ha bd ctia minh bang tii dau. “Me oil”, toi hét lén.

“Céau bi cai gi vay?”, c6 nang hoi.

“Khong co6 gi”, giong toi cao vit én.

“That tinh, cau cd sao khong?”

“T6i s& khong sao néu co dé toi yén.”

C6 nang ngimg mot chiit. “Toi quay lai vi nghe tiéng c6 ta rdi khoi roi.”

“Thi sao?”

“T6i dinh sang cho cau y kién v& cac mon db trong catalog, Céi Pottery Barn dy.”

“Bay gio to1 khong quan timnita.”

“Vay tai sao céu lai nhét nd dudi clra nha t6i?”, ¢6 nang hoi.

“Boi vi.... Chia oi, ¢6 phién that ddy! C6 di di, dé t6i yén duoc khong? Toi khong mubn néi vé céi Pottery Barn chét tiét vao lic ndy.”

“Cau thi dich qué déy”, co nang nhin t0i. “Pay ¢6 phai tac dung phu ctia thir thio mdc cau ding mbi khi mudn lm tinh véi Sarah khong? Ngwdi ma cau
nén ghét Ay? Nhan tién, cau thé hién diéu d6 ciing hay gom.”

“C6 mau bién di”, t6i bat dau dong cira.
“Puoc théi”, c6 nang quat. Toi sdp cura ngay trude mét co ta. That manh. T6i dang bdc hoa. Toi dung d6 mot phut, 1di lai mo cira.

“Do la yohimbe™, 61 goi Ion. “Toi khong udng thuong xuyén. Thuc ra méy thang r01 t6i khong ung. Va khong lién quan gi t6i ¢o, nhung lic nay ti wéc
i minh that sur gip van dé Véi viée cimg Ién ddy. Néu hom nay t6i ma 1 Chang mém mai khi c6 x0ng vao, thi bay gio toi da ching dau kinh khing thé
nay! Nhung t6i khong hé mém. T6i cimg nhu thép, c¢6 ema! Hoan toan tu nhién ddy.”

Nhung 6 nang khong dap tra. Toi 16 dau ra, ¢6 nang khong c6 ¢ d6. Chi c6 mdt ngudi hang xém khac. Ba v ngudi Ba Lan béo mip trong coi miy
dura tré nha bén kia. Ba ta c¢d vé soc, khong hé thay sy viée thil vi mdt chut ndo. Ba ta lac dau ghé tom, va t6i chi curdi cudi r6i lai chui vao nha. Toi ghét
Heaven.

T6i quay lai van phong, Phil mudn biét Florida nhur thé ndo. Toi thy rat €. Nhung khong t& dén mirc khong danh hai muoi phit dAu tién dé ké cho cau
ta nhitng chi tiet phirc tap trong chuyén di.

Su tl}ét 13, t61 cérp théy minh d3 lam du dé tlép tuc duy tri ké hoaqh cho Sf{a qué, nhung viée d6 da}u dé dang Ca}u ban Jonas ctia téj, mdt hoa si thlét Kké,
da de nghi lam mau quang cdo gitip to1. Toi rat trong cho duoc thay tac pham tir anh chang nay. Bat cir thir gi thicu chuyén nghiép déu s& lam tinh huong
té hai thém.

“Cé gihay kh(")ng?”, Phil hoi. Khién t6i nh réng minh da thie sy ¢6 dugc thit hay ho, va t&€ hon nita, n6 khién t6i nh¢ dén con dau noi ha bo. Thuc ra
sang nay t6i da uong Advil trude khi di lam Khong d dau ti nao.

“Té khong 1éo mép dau”, t6i noi.

“Dd choi ban. Ké hét di chir.”

“Cha c6 gi dé ké.” Ngoai trir vige gt thi cai ciia quy ciia t0i gly roi. Nguo ta s& kim gi dé chita nhi? Ngwoi ta 6 thé lim durgc i nhi? Toi bj gy that
sa0? Viéc do co thé xdy ra a? Cach chira la gi? Chéc chan khong phai bua phép roi. Uong Viagra mot tuan? Giir cimg n6 ding khop? Toi tham chi
chang muon nght t6i cac hya chon nita.

“Puogc théi”, cau ta nhe giong, “Td mudn cu nghe vé& nhémnhac nay. T nghi t& da tim ra vi cru tinh mdi ctia bon minh oL

“Ai Vé_iy?”



“Superhero — Siéu anh hing,”

“Dep”, 161 noi. Thiét tinh, khi ciu ta ndi tén, nghe that vo Van, t6i 1ap tirc da c6 chit “dep’ sin sang trong cd hong, va s¢ ban nd vao bét ¢t 1oi ndo ciu ta
ndi. Té dén the day!

“Cau biét bonnd a7

“Ching ta khong can thém mdt nhém nhac ndo c6 chir “Super” trong tén goi nita. C6 Supergrass, Supersuckers, Supertramp. ... rat i nhiéu trong vii tru
nay roi.”

“B6 qua céi tén di”, cau ta noi.

“Superdrag. .. Superchunk. .. Super Furry Animals. ..”

“Quén cai tén dil”

“Bon né thé n0?”, t6i hoi. Bai vi su thue 1, ching toi rét can mdt ban nhac gioi, khong thi cai cong ty ghi 4m ndy coi nhur tiéu.

“Bai hat rat dé nghe, giai diéu hoa quyén, nhac rock budn. Ba dira nhoc tir SoCal. Mudi bay, muroi bay va dira choi tréng thi muroi m. N6 kinh di Fim.
T the 1a thang bé nay cuc ngan.”

“Caunéi ‘SoCal’ dy a?” Toi hoi, quay lai nhin c4u ta véi vé ngac nhién.

“Bgn no gQi»thé.” Cau ta md ban thu am thir, va dang ngac nhién chura, bon né thue sy gioi. Bai dAu tién nghe cyuc ky thu hut. Bonn6 c6 nét tmh quai,
chiéu sdu k{éu nhur Wilco, nang ]u(,mg kho ta gﬁa MCS5, sirc 'gmh hurong tho rap cua Replacements, trai tim cia Nick Drake tré tuoi, va tim hon cua Cure
(loai trtr phan u 4m). Khong hé v& van nhur ki€u Screamo suot ngay phat trén song,

“Bon nd tir d4u ra vay?” Toi hoi, twr m minh ngac nhién vi thét ra thanh 1i khi truée d6 hoan toan chdng cur viée thé hién himg thi trurde mt Phil
“Emho t6 hoc chung trudng voi bon nd. Chua ai biét bon no dau. That tuyét voi.”

“Bao bon n6 ddi tén nhom duge khong?’

“C6 thé duoc”, cau ta ndi. “Tuan téi bon né dién.”

“O daya?”

“Khong, khong phai ¢ day”, Phil néi. “O California. Bon n6 con di hoc ma. Bon nd dau ¢6 luu dién toan qudc.”

“Chura thoi”, t6i n6i va mim cudi voi cau ta. Toi mim cudi vi hai Iy do.

Mo, ti s& dén California tuan t6i dé xem dam nhéc nay dién live ra sao. Chi can bon n6 xin bang phéan nira ban thu thir thoi, ching toi s& ky hop dong.

Thir hai, Carlifornia ngay canh bén Seattle. Tét nhién i mdt hai i bay hodc. ... thoi, toi cha biét 1 bao nhiéu gids 14i xe, nhung ciing 1 ngay canh. Toi cd
thé xemnhom nay, sau d6 sang Seattle gip mot ngudi. Hy vong Jonas di xong ban mau. Va t6i thure su can timra dia chi ciia cong ty Starbucks.

Hét nhur mon qué tir Thuong dé, t6i nghe tiéng “ding” béo c¢6 emmail. Tir Jonas.
Tiéu dé: Re: M6 hinh quang cao

Ngay: 1/25/2004 5:54:39 PM EST

Tur: Jonas_Richardson@usmeal.com

Pén: BradyGilbert@Sleestakrecords.com

Anh ban — n6 hoi thd rap, nhung thé nhé. Cho t& biét cau nghii gi. -J

Toi click mo file dinh kém, n6 bét dau tai ve. Ching toi da thao luéin n6 nén trong nhur thé no. Mot bita &n séng tuyét vi bén canh mdt ly cao ddy Sira
que. Trung. .. banh my nudng. .. banh waffle. .. banh my 6 va kem pho mét, thé chang han.

DA tai xong Trong thit khéc. C6 mdt 6 gai dudi minh & phia sau, miic trang phyc tap thé thao. Toi thich ddy. Qué xinh. Sira qué trong ciing rét dep.
Nhung trén ban 14 bira an sang kiéu gi the nay? Toi cling khong chac. C6 vai qua ca chua trong ¢6 vé turol. Roi mdt thir banh my g d6 6 dinh bén, i
banh queé gi gi day. Thit tha gi nita day. Khong biét 1a thir gi, nhung day khong phai thir t61 s€ mudn an, va quan trong hon nita, chéc chan Ia khong phai
bira sang,

T6i khong mudn Jonas thiy t¢, vi cau ta lam thir ndy hoan toan tir Iong tt, nhung khi gi6 that chir. Toi hdi am, ¢b ging tap trung vao khia canh tich cuec.



Tiéu dé: Re: M6 hinh quing cao

Ngay: 2004/1/25 72441 PM EST

Tur: BradyGilbert@Sleestakrecords.com

Pén: Jonas Richardson@usmeal.com

Jonas-

Pugc ddy, anh ban. Mau Sira qué tuyét voi. Khong qua nAu, khong qua tai Séc do rt vira phai (Na ay, \ van ghé kia!) Tuyét Eim, nguoianhem Vaté
thich ¢6 nang choi thé thao kia. That d6! Cam on nhiéu! Nay, chi 1. .. ching ta d& n6i chuyén vé viéc miu quang co co Sira qué canh “bira sang”. TG
khong chéc thir ¢ phia trude 1 gi? Ching 1 gi thé nhi?

Tiéu dé: Re: M6 hinh quang cao

Ngay: 2004/1/25 73132 PM EST

Tur: Jonas_Richardson@usmeal.com

Pén: BradyGilbert@Sleestakrecords.com

Camon 1i khen. D6 14 ca chua troi, banh ny tron voi ca hoi hun khoi.

Tiéu dé: Re: M6 hinh quang cao

Ngay: 2004/1/25 7:36:06 PM EST

Tur: BradyGilbert@Sleestakrecords.com

Pén: Jonas_Richardson@usmeal.com

J-

Mot lan nira, thiét ké rt dugc. T chi mudn ndi k. .. thir d6 t6 trong khong giong banh my tron. Ca hoi hun khoi nira. Cau chéic chir? Khong phéi ching
ta da ndi chuyén vé. .. thit muoi va trimg, dai loai the ay?

Tiéu dé: Re: M6 hinh quéng cao

Ngay: 2004/01/25 7:41:43 PM EST

Tur: Jonas_Richardson@usmeal.com
Pén: BradyGilbert@Sleestakrecords.com

Anh ban, xin 16i nhé! Nhin k§/ hon thi té nghi d6 I dam bong prosciutto dat trén thir gi d6 dai loai I banh my focaccia. Hé.n khong phéi i kiéu bita sang
thuong thay. Hai hurde 13, chi tinh co théi ma. .. ngudi Y thure ra xem prosciutto 3 “thit d€ an sang day”. T6 s€ thir thit mudi va trimg xem sao.

Thit dé an sang? Néu phai chon thir x&p hang chét dé sanh vai cling mdt ly ddy ap Sita qué, toi s& chon prosciutto.

Nhung Jonas that tuyét voi, va viéc cu ta danh thoi gian trong mot ngay ban ron dé tao ra thir ndy cho t6i da qua du dé bo qua trinh d6 yéu kém trong
phén biét giita m6n an Vit ctia Y voi bita an sang kiéu M.

Du sao, hién tai dong chir trén méu quang cdo dang i “Ban ¢6 thé quéa gia dé an ngii gbc phi duong, nhung s& khong bao gior qua gia dé ding Stra
qué” De thuong that! Vui day chir. Nhung t6i khong mé n6 chit nao. Toi s& phai nghi ra thém vai cau de tya khdc. Va t6i can thir gi d6 that tinh xao.
T6i can nhimg g3 viét 1i cho mAu quang cdo Nhiing ga trai thién tai ctia Bud Light. Troi oi, t6i cAn nhiéu thé ndy co chir!

Ban dang doc truyén Anh Chang Ngu Ngor Va C6 Nang Réic Réi duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(dot)Net.

Chuong 28: HEAVEN
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Toi dén chd am sommdt gioy dé tham dyr “cude hop”. Jean Paul va Bruce da ¢ do, vay t0i vao van phong. Cudc gap trang trong kiéu ndyy khong tot chit
ndo. N6 khién toi cam théy nhur Eddie Haskell. Y t6i 14, tAt nhién 1 t6i phai tyr vé r01. Chua gima ho - va 10 rang I3 tht ca nhu'ng nguoi toi tungphuc vu
- da chbng lai t6i rdi. Ho doc to tirng 101 phan nan t6i nhan dugc, bat 61 ky vao cubi mdi cau, dé dam bao riang t6i da hiéu va ddng y. Réc rudi gi the
ndy? Toi hiéu ho n6i cai gi ma. Toi hiéu, vi ho doc cho i bang tiéng Anh, ngdn ngir me dé ciia ti con gi. Nhung dong y u? Cha. .. khong dau! Toi gan
nhur khong hé dong y mot chit ndo. Va ai ma lai viét ra timng 101 phan nan thé nay nhi?

Tét ca nhing 161 phan nan v t6i dugc hai g3 giam dbe Vlet vao mot quyén S6 tai nan ma t6i thAm chi con khong biét n6 ton tai. Ho c6 vé rét hao himg

cho t61 biét rang t6i chinh la ngwdi duy nhét lamnén quyén s6 nay. That la mot thanh tuu! Quyen sO ¢ tén ti ghi trén bia chir. Tham chi con c6 mot o1
phan nan duoc ghi toan bang chir viét hoa rat sic nét. Ho phai thira nhan. . . toi that ndi tiéng!

Thé 1 ho ngél d6 doc 16n cho t6i nghe timg 161 phan nan, hét 11 nay sang 1i khéc. Chi ¢ ba nguoi trong phong nén ciing ching sao. Toi cam thy nhur
minh dang ngdi & mot phién toa, va nghe doc cao budc t0i danh trude mit ban hdi tham — day nhitng ngudi t6i da phuc vu va trit gian. Toi, tat nhién, ¢6
161 binh cho ttrng 151 phan nan mot.

Jean Paul mo 101, “Ban s6 11. Ba Feldstein n6i: ‘C6 ta””, rdi gi nang mit nhin t6i, “nghia i ¢6 ddy. .. “rat lanh king va tho 16. Phuc vu t&””.

“Té thé na0?”, t6i hoi.

“Ho khong n6i chi tiét.”

“Thé anh khéng nmudn biét 42

“Tiép theo...”, gi lat trang, “Tir 6ng Giorgio: ‘Hanh vi thd 16. Phuc vu t&. DA dugc canh cao boi nhitng ngudi ngdi ban s 7 ring khong nén ngdi trong
khu wre ¢6 ta phuc wy’.”

“Céi gi? Aingdibansd 72’

“Toi khong biét”, g ndi, “nhung ho canh béo ong ndy dimg ngdi d6”.
“Ban s6 7 6 phan nan véi anh khong?”, t6i hoi.

“Khong, ho phan nan véi ban sé 11.”

“Ban s 11 déu c6 gin ban s0 77, t0i noi, d6 I sy thit ma. “Va d6 1a 1oi don khong c6 tht”, t6i tuyén bd. Cé ba ching toi nhu im g, ngac nhién trude
khoanh khac nhu trong phién tda ctia toi. “Vo can cur’, t6i ling 1€ ty stra 1oi.

“Ban s 97, Jean Paul tiép tuc. “Tho 16. N6i véi ching toi ring, va toi trich nguyén van, “tdi chi ¢6 hai tay’. “T6i nhin Bruce va Jean Paul, chn thanh dua
tay Ién.

“Nhung viée d6 ding ma”, t6i noi. “Pay. Toi chi c6 hai tay. Thiy khong?”
“Cb 16 rang I hiéu sai trong tim 161, g& nhin nhuong, “Tét ca ching ta déu chi co hai tay, nhung c6 khong thé ndi viy voi khach hing,”

“Va ¢ ciing khong can phai tra treo lai moi diéu””, Bruce dé thém. “Nhu vu ndy. ... “Khi t6i phan nan thirc &n ngudi, ¢6 phuc vu ndi ring mt bay gio la
an d6 ngudi!”™ VAn van va van van,

Ho tiép tuc 1ai nhai vé hanh vi kém c6i, giao tiép nham An, biéu cam grong mét gay hiéu lim, nhig 10i chiri thé thuong xay ra, ching chéing bao gid ¢d
tinh lot vao tai khach hang ca. Sau it phut, t6i dai khai khong nghe nita. Cam ta Chiia vi ho chura biét vé vu nho nude bot. Gio nghi lai, t6i van con cim
thay kinh di.

Bdng nhién hing loat suy nghi hnhtlnh nhy vao dau t’()i, ching han nhu khi cu ban F ranklln ctia toi di du l;ch chiu Au, va dit ra muc tiéu hoc cach noi
cdu “eat a dick’T1] bang cang nhiu ngdn ngir cang tot. Hinh nhur cdu ta da noi vdi t6i rang cau do6 trong ting Phap ndi 14 “mange a bitte”. Suy nghi nay
khién t61 cuoi khtng khyc, vi Jean Paul a nguoi Phap. Gio thi t6i bong nhién rat muon néi cau nay. Tat nhién t6i khong ndi, nhung lai nghi néu ndi thi sao,
that ghé ron. Chang han nhu, néu t6i bong dung niic chirng than kinh Tourrette va budt miéng thi sao.

[1] M6t cau chiri by, gin nhur “chét tiét”, “khén kiép™ nhung thd tuc hon.

“Vay, cac anh c6 y tudng gi?”, t6i hoi. C6 nhitng ngudi timg ndi voi toi ring mot cach dé tranh méu thuin 1 héi ngwdi d6 anh ta hodic ¢d ta ¢6 y twong
g

“T6i goi y ¢ nén ¢b ging hon trong viéc phuc vu cac ban. Dbi xtr v6i khach hang nhur thé ho 1 khach téi nha ¢6 dy.”

“Khach téi nha t6i khong dbi xtr v6i t6i nhur cong rac — cach mi nhitng ngudi nay Bm.”

A9

“Néu déy I cach c6 n6i chuyén v6i ching toi — cap trén ctia c6”, Jean Paul nhay vao, “thi toi khong thé tudng twong ndi didu ¢o am tai cac ban’.

Cép trén cta t6i? Oi Chtia oi, toi can mot cong viée moi. Cac nguoi quan ly mot cai nha hang, Cac nguoi khong hé cao hon t6i. Tt nhién t6i khong noi
ra. Nhung 1an ndy t61 phéi can ca ludi dé giir 101 n6i trong mi¢ng,



“Toi dang noi chuyén voi cac anh rét thang théin, nhu dong nghiép véi nhau”, t6i n6i. “Tin toi di, néu t0i m vy tai cAc ban, céc anh s& gip nhiéu vin dé
hon day”’, t61 noi.

“To1nghi c6 da c6 du loi phén~nan 10", Bruce noi. “Nghe day, ching ta lamnganh dich vu. Dy la sy nghiép ma ching ta lya chon. Néu ngudi khac xir
& voi ta, thi d6 chang phai la 161 cua ai khac, ma 13 16i cta chinh ching ta. Va nguoi ta s€ lam thé, moi ngay. D6 Ia ra chon ctia ching ta. Vay nén ¢6 chi
can hoc cach xttr su véi dieu do tot hon. Tot hon that nhi€u. Vi s€ ching ¢ dicu gi thay d6i dau. Khach hang ludn luén ding,”

Toi muon hét én. Pay c6 thé I diéu ho ya chon, nhung chéc chén, chic chin, khong phai diéu 0 chon. Toi lim PR ma. Toi c6 mdt sw nghiép. Moi thir
chi dang tri hoan mot chut thoi. T6i mudn ndi véi ho nhur vay, nhung tat nhién t6i khong noi. Toi khong the. Viho da chon déy lam sy nghiép. Day la mai
nha cta ho, han thé. Ho quan Iy mbt nha hang xin va thanh cong. Ho con mudn gi hon nita chir. . . ngoai viée cham durt sy xtic pham khong ngimg nghi
cua toi doi voi khach hang?

Két qua cu'(‘)i clng pﬁa budi hop ]a 161 bi canh céo. A, sdu An canh géo, néu dém Rdi lai céi canh céo thir bay, réng nbu toi pham t61 mot 1An nita tai nha
hang (va néu ho bict), thi toi bi dudi. Toi thure sur soc 1a ho chwra dudi ngay, nhung chéc la cting nhu trong moi nganh nghé khac ngay nay, ho phai luu lai
gidy t0 trong truong hop can chiing minh t6i da duge canh cao chir khdng phai bi dudi viéc mdt cach bat cong,

O, va phong khi ban cn ding t6i, thi cau “eat a dick” trong tiéng Pirc néi 1 “Essen der Gockel”,

Ca budi tbi bit dau da lau, Jean Paul dét toi ba mu dan ba xAu xi bon-muroi-Einm-tudi va dat ho ngdi tai mdt chiée ban sau ngudi. Ba my ngdi mdt cai ban
sau nguoi nghia 1a khong hay, nhung té hon, ho con chia nhau an moi thir. Ho chia ba ca phan cha gio khai vi, hai nguoi an chung mon ga 14 chanh, va
ngudi con lai goi mon Ca Chién, nghia Ia ca chién nguyén con.

H6m nay 1 sinh nhét ciia mot trong s ba mu ndy, va that tinh, day 14 tinh hudng budn, rt budn. DAy 1a ba my dan ba gia nua, co don va cay déng, ciing
deén mdt cai nha hang cuc-mot voi hy vong s€ co mdt ban khic gdmba gi trai doc than quyen ril gt ting sang cac mdn do uong, the la tinh yéu dich
thye ndy sinh.

Nhung viéc d6 khong xay ra. Va mdi An ho goi thém rurgu pinot grigo, ho lai tuyét vong thém mot chiit.

Toi rat lich thiép v6i ho sudt ca 61, ¢ ghng khién ho cam thay dac biét va dugc cham séc that k§. C6 vé nhur hiu hét nhiing 101 phan nan vé t6i bt
ngudn tir phai nit, thé nén dé tin cong lai, 16i s& “giét ho bang long tir t&7. RAi thi dén lic phuc vu ho mon chinh.

Toi mang c ba dia that thiing bang trén hai tay. Toi dua dia dung mon ga cho hai mu an chung trrde. Ngudi goi mon cé ket trong goc, rat xa chd clia
to1. Hay nhd, day Ia ban cho sau nguo, thé nén n6 13 mdt cai ban tron to, lai con dat d6i dién mot vach tuong, va toi khong thé di vong quanh. Téi khong
thé ndo voi toi mu ta dé dat dia xudng trude mat, thé i danh nghiéng t6i trude, cd ging dira dia cho mu. My khong hé nhiic nhich.

Toi nhudng may mdt chit, y néi, “Nay, ba oi, ddy | déu hiéu dé ba iy dia ddy”. Khong, Khong mdt dong thai gi. L& ra b ta phai ti iy dia tir t6i chi?
Khong dau, thua cd! Toi s€ phai 1a ngurdi dat cai dia ca chién ndy trude mat muy ta, khong thi muy ta s€ khong an,

Thé 1 t6i viron t6i, rurén ngudi, ¢b ging giit thing bang trén mdt chan, dé c6 thé dit dia trude mit my ta.
That khong may, con ca truot ra khéi dia. TAt nhién roi.

Nhung n6 chi dap xudng tm khan trai ban tring tinh khoi. Toi do nguoi. Toi khong biét phai lim gi, bén nhanh chong ghim né bang mot con dao an bit
tet, dat nd trd vao dia. Mu ta khong vui chut nao.

“Toi rat xin 107", t6i n6i. “Toi dd ¢b ging dra n6 cho ba dé tranh xay ra viéc nay, nhung, ..” My ta nhin t6i chiim chiim véi 4nh it lanh nhu bang, “Toi s&
mang cho ba mt con khac.” Mu ta nheo mat vdi toi, ban vé phia t6i mdt cai nhin do ban t6i mirc c6 thé sanh ngang anh nhin do ban ctia ti hoi trung
hoc. Mu ta van khong n6i 1oi ndo. To6i bén hoi, “Ba cé muon tdi mang dén mdt con ca khac khong?”’

“Y ¢6 14 t6i ¢ mudn ngdi ddy chd thém nira g trong e cac ban cuia t6i an khong dy a2 Khong,”

“A vang,” t0i néi

“Nhung t6i mudn mdt cai dia khéc.” Ha?

To6i mang con ca cling chlec dia bi xtic pham tr6 vao bép, dit con ca lén chiéc dia moi. Téi tham chi con ric én trén do it mii tay dé n6 trong dep hon.
T6i hoan toan bbi rdi v& viéc tai sao mu ta van in con c4, nhung lai muén mot chiée dia moi. Chang 6 gi khong 6 on v6i chiée dia ma, ngoai trir vét dau

mé con ¢4 dé lai tir vu ra di voi vi kia thoi. Nhung khach hang luon luon dung, thé nén t6i lam diéu nuy ta yéu cau.

Toi mang con cé trd lai trén chiéc dia m6i duoc bay bién lai, va truée khi toi kip dét dia xubng, mu lai ¢6 ging iy con ca khoi dia va dét n6 kén chiée dia
banh ny ma mu da ding dé an cha gio.

“Néu ba dua t6i cai dia kia”, t0i ndi, “t6i s& dit chiéc dia ndy xudng. Nhu vdy s& rong rii hon”.
“Khong”, munéi. “Néu cd c6 thé gitr cai dia kia trong mot phit thoi, thi t6i s& By duoc con c4.”

Thé I t6i diérmg nhur mdt con khi ngoan ngodn, giit chiéc dia. Mot khi con ca da duoc chuyén di an toan, ti s& mang chiéc dia moi vé bép va tiép tuc voi



ban khéc.
Nhung t6i cam thy sau gy minh néng rdy, va khi quay lai, t6i thiy muy an ca dang nhin toi trén trdi. Toi budc lai, mim cuoi.
“Con thir g t6i c6 thé iy gip ba ching?”” T6i ndi voi vé xdi 161 hét mire c6 thé.

“A... dL'lI]g!“ Mot con dao méi!” Va muy ta dang cam con dao an bit tét. Con dao ma t6i da muon tam dé dam con ¢ phan béi kia va dét lai trén dia. Mu
ta khong thé dimg con dao ma t6i ¢ dung vao — con dao lic ndly da dam xuyén thit con cé ctia nuy ta.

“Tét nhién”, t6i n6i. Va toi iy con dao tir my, quay trd lai voi mdt con dao moi, gitt n6 trong mdt miéng khéin in bang vai tréing dé duy tri trang thai “trinh
nguyén”. Toi bude di, cudi tham trong bung, .. néu mu ta biet sy thit vé cai may rira chén dia ¢ day thi. ..

Phin con lai ctia budi t6i, t0i ¢6 hét sirc dé t ra t0t bung. Toi mang cho khéch nhidu d6 udng hon. Va t6i cudi bita an, t6i thédm chi con tp hop cac phuc
vu ban, boi ban khac lai va hat Happy Birthday cho mu cé sinh nhét.

Ho boa cho t6i vira x4p xi ndm phan trdm. Tién d6 M.

Nhung ghé hon 1, ho thim chi khong thém gii it mili ma bién di cho nhanh sau khi lam thé. Khong hé xéu ho chit ndo. Ho bude lai quy bar lic nay
da vang tanh, va dimg d6 ding d6 ubng sau bita t61 Ching dugc céu phyc vy quy ruou Doug moi, vi cdu ta da tuyét vong trong viée tim duge mbt ¢o
nang dé hen ho t6i mirc s€ moi bat clr ai d6 udng.

Thé I ba my ndy dimg d6 ding d6 udng mién phi. Va ¢ lai thémnira gio. Toi viét 1én mdt ménh gidy, gio Ién cho Doug théy:

“Ho boa t6i chi ndm phan tram. D6 bin xin!”

Ngay phit d6 - qua chiéc gwong phia sau quiy bar - t6i trong thiy anh phan chiéu ctia mot mu trong s6 d6. My dang doc tor gidy t0i viét.

sksksk

“Nang |4 bang chimg duy nhit v& Chila ma t6i timng thAy, ngoai trir strc manh bi 4n lim bién mit mot chiée tat khoi may siy mbi lin toi giat do.”

- Kirby, St. Elmo’s Fire

“Cau c6 biét chan thi to bang canh tay - doan tir ctii cho t6i ¢d tay khong?”

- Vivian, Pretty Woman

Ban dang doc truyén Anh Chang Ngu Ngo' Va C6 Nang Ric Roi dwoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuwong 29: BRADY

Toi dang ding trén via hé bén ngoai can hd ctia minh thi mot chiéc Xe hoi dﬁy cac cg”) gaidep di‘ chém lai, quay nguoc du Xe. T6i nhin ra sau dé xemliéu
ho co dglng nhin ai khac khong, Khong. Khong c6 ai khac. Ho bat dau i lai. T6i co chinh lai dau toc khi ho khdng chiry. R6i mdt trong so ho ha ctra
kinh xudng, mim cuoi.

“Xe ctia anh a?”, c¢6 nang hoi.

“Khong, t0i khong ¢6 xe hoi”, t6i dap. “Khong” nén c6 hau t6 chir. C6 nang dau can phai biét toi khong ¢6 xe hoi.

“07”, ¢6 nang thit vong, “Ching toi dang hy vong c6 thé ding chd du xe ctia anh.” Ui da! Troi, t6i cam thiy nhw mdt thing ngu vay. Nhung ho li di
nhanh t6i mirc t6i chang ¢ nhicu thoi gian dé nghi dén chuyén do.

Téi nay t0i quyét dinh choi bai xi dach tai nha. T6i can phéi thing, T6i chua thing van bai xi déch ndo sudt hai thang rdi, va viéc d6 khong phai vi toi
khong bict choi dau. Chac chan la do bd bai, t61 bao dam.

D sao thi Phil va Zach s t6i nha toi. Ca Jonas nita. C4u ta 6 mdt tic phim nghé thudt cho toi xem Toi phat dién mét. Toi tham chi da mua vai céi
pizza mini d¢ ky niém dip nay. Chice 10 vi song dang him ndng lai ching thi ¢6 tiéng g0 ctra.

“Entrez-vous™, ti n6i bang thir tiéng Phap tuyét nhét minh co,

“Mange a bitte”, mdt giong nit d4p lai. Cai giong nit khong thé nhdm An cua. .. ban doan di. .. Heaven chir ai.
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“Ha?”, 61 hoi.

“Cau lam gl d4y?” C6 nang ndi trong lic tha thudt bude vao, domngd khip noi.

“Chudn bi dé 14t nita méy nguoi ban t6i choi.”

“Tuyét”, ¢ nang ndi, cam gidc dugc mot budi tiéc tu tap dang sép thanh hinh. “Céac ciu dinh s€ 1am gi?”

“Choi xi dach.”

“Vui ddy.” Va gior thi t6i thiy dwroc trong mit ¢6 nang mdt budi tiéc tu tap thue thy. “Téi choi cing dugc khong?”
“Khong.”

“Tai sao? Toi biét choi ma.”

“Péy la dém cta damdan ong”, t6i noL “Glbng nhr viée cac ¢o co thé cling tu tap vao t6i chit nhat va xem Sex and the City v6i ban bé 4y, ching t6i thi
thich udng bia, choi xi dach, va xi hoi.”

“Thir nhét, Sex and the City da hét tir lau roi, thir hai... cAu gom qua.”
“Tét, vay co s& khong gip van dé gi voi viée ving nit.” Toi ddt my céi pizza mini vio 10.

“Tai sao con gai khong the c6 Hﬁt"” 06 nang hoi. Tai sao mpi c¢d gai nghe to1 bai xi dach déu muon nhao vo the nhi? “T6i dam ca minh o rat nhieu
chuyén n6i dugc voi ban be ctia cau”, o ta ndi thém

“Déy, ddy i van dé. Ching t6i chi mudn choi xi déch théi. Ching toi khong mubn n6i chuyén.”

“Sao cau biét duoc? Caunéi dimho 42

“Tin t6i vu ndy di. Thye t& ma.”

“That ddy 4?” C6 ta ndi cling biéu cam gwrong mit rit mdi goi ric roi.

“Diing”, toi dap. “That day.”

“C6 gidy tring murc den khong?”

“Thyc ra i ¢6. Tap chi Men’s Health n6i ring dan 6ng ndi murdi ba nghin tir Im1 ngay. Tuy nhién phu nir ndi hai muoi lam nghin tr mot ngay. Nhung
day moi ghé nay.” Toi dura tay am hiéu so sanh. “Dan 6ng néi muroi hai trong sb mudi ba nghin tir d6 trong lc lam viéc, chi con lai mot nghin tir dé noi
nhitng ltic khac. Con phu nit ndi muroi nghin tir trong lie lam viée, con murdi lim nghin tir day khén khd dé noi trong phéan thoi gian con lai. Mudi lim
nghin phién ban khéac nhau ctia cau “Minh nic i quin jean ndy trong cé béo khong?” Toi néi cho cd nghe, Chiia choi ky that day nhil”

“Sao ciling durgc”, ¢d nang noi.

“Céi gi? Pimg c6 “sao ciing dwoc’ v6i toi. Toi vira cho ¢6 su that gidy tréing murc den dé chimg minh quan diém ddy.”

“Khong”, c¢6 nang noi. “Cau chi tom tit lai didu da doc duoc tir mdt cudn tap chi dan 6ng déng thurong,”

“T6i khong can tap chi n6i voi toi diéu toi da biét roi. Toi biét diém khac nhau can ban gita dan 6ng va phy nit.”

C6 ta chong tay Ién hong. Tai sao d4m con gi luon lam thé nhi? Cir nhu thé dit tay Ién hong s& chéic chén tao ra mdt tran i nhau y? “Va cau biét didu
do tir viéc chiing ta muon ndi bao nhiéu a?”, ¢d nang hoi.

“Khong phai chi I bao nhiéu. Ma con la sy thoa man”, t6i dap. Vily do nao do, nhu thé mudn dém, t6i bit dAu dém sb trén tay phai. “Néi vé cam xic?
Ching t6i khong q01 V& cam xic. Ching t6i tham chi chapg mudn n6i. Ching t6i chi ¢6 mdt nghin ttr ma. Thé nén chiing 61 Iyra chon that khon ngoan.”
Gio thi t6i nhin xu6ng tay minh, phat hién ra t6i chi mdi dém téi mot.

“A ha. C4u con biét gi nixa?’

“C6 that sy mudn biét a?”

“Khong mudn biét thi t6i hoi im gi”, c6 nang ndi.

“Pugc tho... sushi. Toi khong thich no. Ching toi biét céc ¢ thi thich. Oi chd, dam con géi mé sushi. Em mudn di dau dé an t6i? Sushi! Chin trong
muroi lan cac ¢6 s& mudn sushi. N6 lai con dat nita chir. Nguoi ta ¢6 nau bita an d6 dau, thé ma né lai Ia thir dat nhat trén doi.”

“A ha”, co nang noi. “Ginira?”



“Rurou. Chiing t6i khong thich rurou. Ching t6i thich bia. Quén 40? C6 nghi ching t6i quan tim a? Khong hé. Gidy dép a? Thoi dep uon dil”
“Mot s6 dan dng quan tim dén quén 4o, gidy dép. Pan 6ng co gu dy.”

“Dan dng gay dy. Con nha tim Ay ha? Nha tim ciia cac ¢6 rdi tinh Ién. Nha tim ciia ching t6i chi ¢6 thé nay thoi: mdt c4i ban chai danh ring, mot con
dao cao, va mot cai khin 16ng.”

“Thét nhi”, ¢ nang ndi. “Ai ma can kem dénh ring, xa phong, thude khir mii khi mé ca doi séng mot minh co chir?’

“Quy ¢ nhur ¢6 4y 3, c6 dén ca ba traim mon, trong d6 hét hai trim chin muroi tw mon ma ching t6i cha biét n6 1 gi.”

Ay

“Céc cau dau cd trang diém”, c6 nang tur vé.

“C6 nhiéu viéc khéc hon 1 trang diém. Ving chién sy ddy nhé.”
“T6i nghe i1 161", ¢b nang ndi, lai bing mong tay. “Cau ¢6 thé di ma lo cai tiéc dan ong cia cau.”
“Oi, camon sy cho phép ctia ¢6.”

“Khong cb gi.”

“Co sang day co vie gi?”

“A diing”, cb nang noi. “Suyt quén, toi gitt thur cia cau.”

“Va? Tin xau i gi?”

“Sao t6i biét duoc? Toi da doc dau.”

“That khong?” Toi kinh ngac.

“Khong, t6i doc rdi. Cu ¢6 vai cai CD. Chéing hay ho g im”
“Co nghe 161 22”

“U”, ¢d nang ndi, “ching dé t&”.

“Han | cac ban thu thir. Thé nén ding vy, ching han | do thit.” Téi e ndy ti da vurot qua ngudng ndi gian. Toi ctr viée ty hicu ki ¢6 ning da doc thr
ctia minh r6i. Heaven ma. C6 ta luon thé day.

“Cau lam trong nganh &m nhac a?”’
“U, 6 mot nhan dia.”
“That a? Tuyét day”, mit co ta sang én. “Cau cé ra 1o thir gi ma ti biét khong?”

“Chéc 11 khong, San pham ndi tiéng nhét ciia chiing toi a mdt tuyén tip cic bai nhac hat lai. DO i thir duy nhat dem lai doanh thu, va t6i nghi dong subi
d6 sé sdbmcankhd.”

“Taisao?”

“Vit6i vira doc trén mot trang web c6 binh ludn la “Puge dAy, d6 khdn, ctr am thé di rdi tao s& tra on miy bang mon qua Giang sinh 1 chiéc dia tuyén
tap het thoi cia Shitstack Records’.”

“Shitstack? Thét k1 mdt ci tén d& nhé”, 6 nang nbi,

“Thurc ra la Sleestak.”

“Tén tuyén tap b gi?”

“Looks Like We Re-Made 1t.”

“Nhém Manilow? Hai hude ddy. Ho hét lai nhac g? Cac bai dé wira nghe vira non a2

“Khong, nhitng bai nhac hay cta thip nién bay muoi mi dam nhoc by gio ching hé biét, nhung s& thich néu dugc hat boi cac nhém nhac ching thich.
Baker Street. .. Season in the Sun... Bad, Bad Leroy Brown...”



“Toi mé bai d6”, cd nang vd cho t6i mot cti Ién canh tay, kha dau, nhung toi khong thé hién ra ngoai. “Tat ca nhitng bai d6. Gi nita khong?”
“Crosstown Traffic”

“Ctia Hendrix?”

“Tét nhién.”

“Cau 4y mat ndim hai muroi bay tudi, cau biét khong”, ¢6 nang n6i. T6i ngac nhién  ¢6 nang biét.

“U, toi biét.”

“Kurt Cobain ciling viy.”

“Toi bict.”

“Ca Jim Morrison va Janis Joplin nita.” C6 ning c6 vé biét céc tay choi nhac da chét nhi.

“C5 biét ndm chét ctia tat ca céc nhac si hay chi nhimg ngudi chét ndim hai muroi bay tudi?”

“Chi nhitng ngudi kia thot”, ¢6 ning ndi. Rdi ¢b nang nbi thém bang giong ri rim ¢6 vé xau hd, “dai khai 1 mot chimg t6i nic phai’”.
“Chimg gi?”

“Linh tinh tho1”, ¢6 ning n6i, lo déing nhin v& bén kia can phong, “CAu chéng can biét dau.”

“C6 ¢6 vé nhur mudn biét moi thir vé toi. ..

“Cau s& nghi viée do 1a dién khing.”

A5y

“Toi da biét co dién rdT”, 161 bat ngwoc lai, v ¢ nang trung ra bd mit kho coi v6i t6i. ROi ¢ nang nheo mét v6i toi. Nhur thé dang quyét dinh t6i co
xtmg dang dugc biét khong,

“T6i luén nghi minh s& chét khi hai muroi bay tudi”, cudi ciing ¢b nang noi.

“Chua oi, ghé that. Tai sao?”

“Cha, cau khong chiu dé t6i n6i hét. Chang tiét kiém mot nghin tir ctia ciu gi ca”, ¢6 nang cudi mim

“No6i di”, t6i n6i.

“T6i ludn nghi réng trir phi minh im gi d6 trude khi hai muroi bay, con khong thi toi s& chét. Nhung néu t6i im diéu no, thi t6i s& khong chét.”
“Chaing han nhur @ lai gi d6 cho doi Ay 42 Toi ghét phai ndi, nhung tit ca nhimg nguoi dé lai cac thir to tat cho doi thi cudi ciing van chét ma.”
“Khong. Khéng phai nhur vay!”

“Vay thi B gi?”

C6 nang md to miéng, mit dao loan xa. Toi timg thdy thé nay. D6 1 didu ngudi ta im khi ¢ trén cao dé hét bi 1 tai. Nhung ching ti chi ¢ tang bdn thoi
ma. ROi ¢ nang trd ve trai dat. “Keét hon”, c6 nang noi, nhur theé khong thanh van de.

“Néu két hon, co s& khong chét?”

“Ding”, ¢6 ning ndi rat-hién-nhién. Thire ra, ¢ nang ndi clng niém tin rd rang t6i mirc t6i tin ludn. It ra thi t6i tin 1A ¢ nang tin didu nay.

“Hur”, t6i chi ndi vay, vi khong biét noi g khac. Kurt ciing da két hon, nhung t6i khong mubn nhic viée d6. Toi nghi d6 don gian i diéu c6 nang tin, va
01 s& khong tranh cai vé viée d6. Lan dau tién, t6i khong Imon tranh ci voi ¢ nang. Cam gidc ky la tht! Co nang lam t6i nho t6i con cho ¢6 nang da
ctru. Bét Iyre, nhung hanh phiic. Khong phai vo vong, Va t6i gan nhur mudn chiam séc ¢6 nang. Gan nhu thoi.

Ngay luc d6 Zach xuét hién, va Phil budc vao ngay sau cau ta. Toi nghi Phil udn xem trong Zach, hodc it nhit 13 uée gl cauta co6 duoc tinh ban nhur
Zach va t6i. Nhung Phil cling nhin ra cu ta chinh 1a Joey trong bd suu tap Chandler.

“Té ngiri duge mii pizza mini thi phai?”’, Zach hoi.
“Mii thinh d4y”, t6i noi.

“Mui da qua”, Zach ndi.



“Lamsao cdu c6 thé ngiri duoc sw khac biét gitta pizza mini va pizza loai thurong?”, Phil hoi. Chéng ai tra 1o trong mdt phit, rdi tt ca ching t6i phé 1én
cuoi. Tat ca, nghia 13, ngoai trir Phil

Heaven nhin t6i. “Toi nghii gidr minh hiéu rdi”, ¢6 nang n6i va bt dau ra ctra. “Tois& gip cau sau.”
“Chéc 14 ¢6 khong mudn & lai chir?”, Zach hoi.

“Khong, cam on. Toi cd ké hoach ro1”, Heaven néi.

“Khong hé nhé, do thua cudc”, toi noi.

“T6i c6 mi”, ¢b nang budng binh n6i. “Téi da co hen voi Sydney 16i.”

“Po 1a Iy do tai sao c6 nai ni doi choi xi dach véi bon t6i déy a”, t01 noL

“T6i s& khong ding tir nai ni”, ¢6 nang dap lai. “Va toi chi hoi dé xem cau phan g thé nao thoi.”
“Thé ddy.”

“Cau that vui tinh khi nghil minh dting. Thure ra hoi dang budn. Toi rét thich tan doc vai cée cau, nhung Sydney héin dang chd ngoai hanh lang rdi, va tyr
hoi toi & dau. Nhan tién, chdo. .. va tam biét”, c6 nang ndi véi Zach va Phik.

“Néu da vay, moi ca Sydney di”, t6i goi v6i theo, mudn thay ¢6 nang co rim lai. Hoi th 1, t6i thira nhan.
C06 nang md cira, mim cuoi.
“Chao, ¢6 ban! Vao day mot lat di.” C6 nang dan s viéc di qua xa rdi ddy, khong thi toi i mot g thue su ngu ngde. Lai thé nira.

Tét nhién, t6i ki mot g thue sy ngu ngde. Ban ctia ¢ nang budc vao, 1 Sydney. Ngudi da goi t6i 1 “thiéu ning”. Ngu ngde, thiéu néing — ké tam lang,
ngudi nira can.

“Moi ngurdi, day | Sydney”, Heaven ndi. “Toi s& gi6i thibu cac quy ngai & ddy, nhung ti lai khong biét tén.”

“L& nghi ctia ti dau Ay nhi?”, t6i n6i. “Zach va Phil.”” Rbi Jonas budc vao. “Va Jonas.”

“Rét vui duoc gip cac cau”, Sydney noi.

“Miit ciu chéy d6 Judn rdi kia”, Heaven n6i. ROi ¢d nng cham chdm bude vé phia toi, dén thit gin. Gan nhur rat khéu goi. Toi dua ai vy chir? Thit |a
khéu goi kinh khing. R6i ¢6 nang thi thao, “Nhung khong chay bang m6 pizza mini cta ciu dau”, roi ¢ nang pha Ién cuoi, bo chay ra ngoai, kéo theo
Sydney. Toi quay lai, trong thay khoi tudn ra tir 16 vi séng,

Zach ha hc miéng sau khi ¢6 nang roi di. “Anh ban”, cau ta néi. “Thét kinh ngac. Chuyén gi vay?”

“Chang ¢6 g.” T6i chay lai phia 1o, mo ra, giai thoat cho mdt cum khéi den khong 16. “Chét tiét.”

“Ctru duoc khong?”, Zach hoi.

“Chic duoc”, t6i ndi trong liic kéo tAm pizza mini da-chay-thanh-than ra. “Néu y cau mu6n ndi vé viée dimg né cho thir gi khéc.”

“Lam the bai di!”, Phil goi y.

“Vdy, d... cd ning Heaven kia thi sao? C6 nang ‘hot” thét, gidi of”, Zach ndi. “C6 chuyén gi viy chir? T cam thiy c6 chit yéu tb quyén rii & ddy.”
“Chiing ¢6 gi xay ra c. C6 ta phién todi dén phat dién lén duoc.”

“Vay t¢ vao cudc duoc chir?”’, Zach hoi

“Khong, cau khong duoc”, t6i ndi.

“Biét ma”, cau ta noi.

“C6 ban kia thi sa0?”, Phil hoi. “C5 4y trong nhur thé s& choi ctra hau nhur mot nha vo dich. .. cau hiéu ¥ t& chir nhi.”

“Khong, Phil”, Zach n6i. “Bon t& cha hiéu cau néi gi.”

“Cac cau bi c4i gi viy ha?”, i hoi. “Thoi bo di.”



“T(’{ ¢o thir chorcéu xemday”, Jonas noi, va l6i ra tac phémmm nhét vé Sira qué. N6 duoc hon nhidu. Khong con dau hidu gi ciia thi thit bi an. Thit
mudi va trimg, It banh my mréng bo. Va Sira qué. Sira qué long lanh.

“Tuyét vor”, t0i noi. “Té can mdt cau quang céo. Cac cau cb y twong gl khong?”
“Thir cau. .. ‘Ai m cAn ngii cdc khi dd ¢6 phan thira?” duoc khong?”, Phil Ién tiéng.
“Péau phai quang c4o ngii cd¢”, i noi.

“Cau n6i n6 giéng nhur sira con thira trong t6 sau khi an vun banh my qué.”

“Nhung ddy dang ndi vé sita. Sita chocolate c6 thé giéng sita con trong t6 sau khi an Count Chocula, nhung ngudi ta ddu c6 n6i vé Count Chocula
trong bai quang co.”

“Ok, t6 hiéu rd1”, Phil n6i. “Viban qué tré dé ding chét xo.”

“Cai do thi c6 lién quan gi?” Toi tho dai.

“Ngii e xo do!”, Phil giai thich.

“T6 biét, Phil. Vay thi lai quay vé ngii cc rdi. TG vira ndi khong mudn dong t6i ngii cde. Nhan tién, cau ching bao gidr qué tré dé ding chat xo ca.”

“Khong gion it nha”, Zach néi. “Téi qua t¢ an khong dii bita, va sang nay mon dau tién t¢ an B banh quy cdy. Pi vé sinh ma ctr hét nhu tong ra nguyén
mot cai nam tay day.”

“Céi do cha ich loi gi ¢ day”, t6i ndi.

“Puoc”, Zach néi. “Vay thi, Sita qué! Hai ké tao ra hoi thé té hai nhét. .. cudi ciing da dén v6i nhau!™
“Khén nan”, t6i méng. “Qué rit ngon. Nguoi ta Bmbac ha... gom... keo lam thom miéng vi qué nira.”
“T6 Iudn rit ghét keo gdm qué”, Zach noi.

“Pay khong phai keo gom!”

““Sira qué! Khi ding xong. .. nhdp mdi va nréu. m thanh nhu héi ly am tinh. ™ Cau ndy Ia tir Phil. Roi ciu ta budc lai ti lanh ctia t0i, md cénh cira. “Anh
ban. .. n6i mdi nh¢ - cau gidi thi¢u dién hinh I3 nhap sita trude khi nd hoa nw.”

“A, nhung ddy dau phii sita thuong”, ti n6i. “Sira qué co. Mubn thir khong?” Phil nhin vai, bét dau nhic lo nhya dua lén miéng. “KHON NAN”, 0i
thp't en. “Té lam thé thi dugc, nhung t& ¢6 loi the san nha. “Toi chdp lay mdt loat ly, 1t ra cling c6 hai cai sach, va rot ba mau thir. Zach 1a ké dau tién
ném i vi

“Cau biét gi khong?”, cau ta noi.

“Sao ha?”, t6i phan khoi hoi.

“Vi hét nhur mrde d4i bo.” Cau ta thiy toi rét nghiém tic, bén nhanh chong sira oi. “Pua thoi. Brady. .. ¢6 thé cau dang ding huéng diy.”

A%

Jonas git dau. “Té s& khong di sita thuong hay chocolate Ay mon ndy, nhung ciing khong t&”, ciu ta noi.

Thiy phan (g ctia nhing nguoi khdc, Phil ubng phan ctia minh. “U;, ding. Thét sur. .. rat dugc. Thit ddy. T sé tra ticn mua thir nay.” Roi cauta quay
lai t0. “Nhung hly tiép tuc véi thir d6 udng mau ndu t6 thiy trong nay di.” Rdi cu ta 16i ra bon chai bia. Tat ca moi ngudi, rit tich cyre, khi xét toi s hd
trg hdo phong vé nhitng i tiéu cuc va nhyc ma ma ho thurong tudn ra.

“Camon vé tac phémnr’)i, anh ban”, t61 n6i vdi Jonas.

“Khong vAn dé. Ching ta s& nghiira cdu quang céo. bumng lo”, cdu ta noi. “Nay, Jenny va t& dang dinh ban tAm tham trong phong khéch, vi ¢o ay ép to
bo hét cac thir namtinh va qua phong cach khoi can ho daé danh chd cho cac mon noi thét ni¥ tinh hon. Trude khi 16 dan to roi tai toa nha va chd am, thi
cac cau c6 muon mua khong? Nho cai tham tuyét dinh cta t6 khong? Con cyc 6n day nhé. Qua hoan hao cho chd nay ludn. Ban 6 ngoai tam muroi nghin
d0, nhung hoan toan ¢6 thé thuong hrong duge. T chi can tam ndm chuc dong.”

“Du t& d4nh gia rét cao 161 chao moi nay”, toi ndi, “nhung chéc [ t& khong mua. Té rat mudn mua mot cai tham Ba Tu xinh xin ndo d6”.

“Pé tao ra nhitng vét hin phong cach Ba Tu”, Zach dé vao.

“Tuy cau thoi”, Jonas noi.

“Céc cau...”, Zach ndi, “nghe thr cai nay nhé...”



“Oi, Chia of”, Jonas n6i. “Lai mdt ti 4¢ khong hoan héo nira.”

“Cau Ap ra mdt bao tang gi tai mot qudc gia khong ton tai”, Zach ndi. “Cau di khiip cc béo ting vi dai va ndi vé& nhimg churong trinh i tao da ban
sach vé trong qua khir, hé mau vat cua cau cho cac tay sanh soi, khién ho nbi dién vi cac tac pham Truong phai an tuong ctia nhimg g3 khac duoc xuat
hién tai show cua céu, trong khi ctia bon han thi khong, The 1a bon han s& tuon cac thir cho cau. Van Goghs. .. Monets. .. Manets...”

“Mayonnaise”, Phil dé vao.

“Renoirs”, Zach tiép tuc, tang 1o Phil. “Du sao. .. causé ¢ tAt ca céc tac phém tuyét diéu duoc dua tdi tan ctra.”

“Dia chi ctia cai qudc gia tudng trong kia Ay 47, t6i hoi.

“Thuc ra d6 la mot nha kho & Bronx”, Zach noi.

Phil, Jonas va t6i dong loat dao niit. Ri thi ta on trdi, Jonas chuyén chi dé. “Té da dit chd Brother J immy dudng s6 92 dé choi game ngay thir Nam.”
Jonas hoc & Duke cting Phil va t6i. Zach thi hoc ¢ Carolina. Tro game nay thir Nam I3 ¢ Duke/UNC. “Toi thit Nam, Brother Jimmy. Thién dau Ac. Choi
khong?”

“Di chét di, 6 éo 14, t6i n6i. “Tat nhién, t6 choi.”

“O yeah, Tarheels”, Jonas n6i. “Tét nhién I cai d6 ndi t6i viée ching ta dau véi Zach, nhung bdi canh Ay ciing 4p dung duoc cho vu Thién dau Ac tai
Duke/UNC nira.”

Zach ném mdt chiéc pizza mini chiy den vé phia Jonas.

“Nay!”, t61 goi. “Pimng ném thirc an. Pac biét 1 sau su ¢b 6 lu dy.” Zach va t6i cling ddng loat ctii ddu, n6i “Mong 6ng 4y an nghi”. Phil va Jonas trong
6 vé khong hiéu, nhung khong hoi.

“Duoc rdi”, Jonas noi. “Cé ca Scott Mulcahey di cing niva. Té nghif cac cAu da gap hén rdi ddy. Hin 1 thing quy luén ¢6 diém cao chét vot & moi Ip
hoc hoi namnhat. Quy c6 Zachary oi, hily khoan dat cugc vao cac cira dd nha, t& c6 nén chuan bi san 4o code x€ cho cau khong?”

“Khong can phai thé”, Zach n6i. “Tuy nhién, sau khi ciu udng xong thudc tri bt hre, thi t& ddm c4 ca Brady ciing can mot it dy.”

“May thir d6 khong hiéu qua”, Phil noi.

“Khong dua dau”’, Zach n6i. “Té udng t6i ca chuc vién Levitra mdi ngdty, va van khong ném ndi mdt qua bong d4 xuyén qua céi Iop xe ddy.”
“Khong sao”, Jonas noi. “Td ndc c& md Cialis ma thAm chi con khong tim dugc con vit cao su d choi.”

“Té khong bi mun rop”, t6i néi. “Nhung miy cai quang cdo Valtrex khién moi thir ¢6 vé kha vui ddy nhi”

“Chiing ta c6 choi xi déch khong day?”, Zach hoi. Thé k ching t0i quay quén choi xi dach, dau d6 ti tan ba bon gid. Dén cudi thi toi mét t6i mitc khong
thé xemndi bai. Hodc qua that vong. T6i thua. Lai thua.

Ban dang doc truyén Anh Chang Ngu Ngo' Va C6 Nang Réic Réi dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chwong 30: HEAVAN

Moi ngudi déu chi chure cho t0i tai pham sai lam tai chd lam. Téi ¢6 thé cam thy diéu nay ngay phut minh budc vao, va cam giac d6 khong hé mét di.
Hét nhur t61 dang song trong thure tai o, va xem chinh minh chuyén dong, va chinh minh cling trong chd minh lam hong viée. Day khong phai cam giac
tot, nhung t6i khong i bé duoc.

Thé 14 0 bt dau nghi 161 khd néing t& hai nhit va hinh dung n xdy ra thé ndo. Toi viét mdt 4 thur gia mao than phién v& chinh minh chi dé x¢a di ndi cing
thang va dua cot - mot vi du vé viéc nhiéu khach hang ngu sira sao. Thur thé nay:

Ngay 2/2/2004
Nha hang Temple

ATTIN: Gidm ddc
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575 phd Mercer
New York, NY 10003
Chao ngai/ba:

Toi da tirng c6 dip dén an tai chd ctia ngai/ba khoang sau, bay lan 1 trong thang qua. Toi nghi ¢6 the xem nhur i va vo 161 14 "khach quen”. Dudich vy va
thirc 4n tai Temple nhin chung kha hop tiéu chuin, nhung toi rat tiéc phai thong bao véi ngai/ba vé lan ghé t6i cira hiang ctia ngai/ba gan ddy nhit.

Vio ngay 21 thang 1, vo toi va t6i dén an t‘éi vao lic 7 gior 30 phit. Ching t6i ngdi trong khu vire phuc vu ctia mbt ¢6 gai tré c6 ve nhur van dang "tap
tanh" trong finh virc nha hang, To6i khong hé ¢ y phén biét gidi tinh & day nhé, thye t€ 1a t6i va vo cling dung chung tai khoan thanh toan ma.

Cb ghi tré ny tr gii thiéu minh | "Heaven' - tén kha ky la, t6i nghi 14 tén gia - dwoc diit &é phit hop v6i bdi canh ctia nha hang c6 tén "Temple[1]".

[1] C6 nghia 13 “thanh duong”.

Vind luc dé moi thir "khoi dau sudn sé", t6i ndi dila mot céu, ¢6 thé s& c6 ngudi cho 1 khong phii hop, n6i chung I toi nhic dén viéc vo toi dang "dén
thang" - viéc nay thuong s kich thich Kkhau vi cua ba @ 4y. "Phyc vy nhanh kén, Heaven. Nhiing ngay nay trong thing ba a 4y doi dir am!" Heaven dudng
nhur kho chiu vé cau ndi nay, di toi dang n6i vé kinh nguyét ciia vor ti - t6i co quyén mé. Toi chic chin ngaiba dong y, ding khong? Dii bat ky gi4 ndo,
day ciing khong thé trd thanh 1i bao chita cho nhitg sur viée ké tiép.

Vo 61 hoi ¢ nhitng loai rrou nao ban theo ly. C6 ta tra 16 ¢6 Merlot, Cabernet, Chardonnay, Pinot Grigio, va Zinfandel trang, Vo t6i goi Zinfandel
trang. Co6 nay dem lai mdt ly ruou mau hong. Hong!

"T6i goi Zinfadel tréng, vo t6i noi.

"Péy chinh ki Zinfandel tring a", Heaven dap. Cai co ndy nghil ching ti vira ngu vira mii mau chic? Ly ruou nay khong tring hon phin déng doi ngii
nhin vién cua ngai/ba 1a bao.

Mon salad nhanh chong duge phuc vu va rét ngon. Toi ¢b ging cho Heaven co hdi ctru van béng cach dia "khong ndi gi vé vu kinh nguyét nita nha -
chamhét". T6i cho rang lam the la thong minh, nhung n6 khong hé khién tim trang c6 nang t6t hon. Lic sau, khi mon khai vi ra tré, Heaven ni voi ching
t61 rang nha bép dang cd chut nghén.

T6i ndi ring, voi cai bung da ching ra sao ctia minh, t6i ciing thurong bi "nghén’, nhung 61 s& khong chip nhén ly do do6 cho viéc phuc vu kémcoi. Chal
Bang giong gian dir va cuc ky khong phu hop, Heaven néi voi t6i rang c6 ta khong co himg thi nghe thém vé cai dai trang cta t6i hay cai tir cung ciia vo
01 nita. Toi nhéc lai - c6 phuc vu ciia ngai/ba da nhic t6i cai tir cung ctia vo tOi.

Cubi cting, con giun xéo ki ciiing quén. Trong lic ching t6i udng ca phé cudi bira, t6i cam thély can xi i Thuong thi t61 c6 mang khén tay, va tt nhién
18 ra t6i nén ¢6 khin tay & day. Nhung, lay Chua, t6i khong c6. Khén trai ban ciing hoi do rdi, vi vo t6i Bm d Iy ruou Zinfandel ' ng" (Ha!), t61 nghi
dang ndo nha hang ciing s& phal gidt nd sau khi chiing t6i di. The nén, t6i thdy viéc 1am cho khéiin ban ban hon mot chitt ciing ching khién moi viée khac
di. D khong t hao gi voi diéu nay, nhung t6i dang cam thy rét kho chiu, nén danh kin d4o xi miii vao tim khéin ban.

Khong may, Heaven da "tia" ching t6i de trt gjan trong budi toi nay. C6 nang héin d4 quan sat toi sudt tir phia bén kia can phong, vi da xong xoc di t6i

va hoi liéu t6i cd "cén mot chiée khin gidy khong". Ngai/ba 6 tin noi sur tro trén ctia €6 ta khong? Toi cam thiy viée nay cuc ky xic xuoc, va, thue tinh

ma ndi, khién t6i xéu ho. Toi n6i véi co ta, "Khong, camon cd, tinh tién di".
Chura hai long vai chimg d6 té hai, Heaven lai con chi ra ring toi da am dy "vét cirt miii to khimg khiép" trén tAm trai ban.
V‘Cm ~oon

Thura ngai/ba, Zagat da chAm diém cao nhét cho nha hang ctia ngii/ba. Thé ma ngai/ba lai dé danh tiéng d6 1Amnguy khi dé ¢6 phuc vu nay str dung
ngdn ngit thd tuc voi khach hang. That kinh khing!

Tét nhién, t6i kha bét binh. T6i ndi v6i co ta ring theo toi, tir "clrt miii" d6 da khién c ta mit tién boa.
Viée niy (cudi cing) ¢6 vé da khién ¢6 ta yén on lai. C6 ta bo di ma khong hé néi thém mot cau téu tao ndo.

Toi xin 16i vi phai phan nan, nhung thit tinh, lam sao mot nguoi dan 6ng co thé tAn hurong bita t6i dang hoang cing vo ma khong bi cai miéng bat nha (di
hap dan) cua c6 ta hiry hoai heét cam xuc nhi?

Toi 58 rét vui néu duge mién phf mdt néim an udng dé boi thurong cho tréi nghiém dc mong nay (d6 B néu ching toi ¢6 the ngdi trong khu phuc vu clia
nguoi khac). Toi chan thanh hy vong van dé nay c6 thé dugc giai quyét ma khong can phai kién tung gi.

Tran trong,
Royston Felcher, Jr., Esquire

Téi rét thich tic phim ctia minh, nd rat vui. T6i in n6 ra va giri cho nha hang dé m tro dua. Toi rét nén néng cho t6i lic ho nhan duwoc thur.,



Toi thiy Brady trén dudng rdi khoi tda nhd, ciu ta dang cAm trong tay mdt cdy xwong rong, C6 vé nd chét rdi thi phai.
"Cau vira ¢b giing giét duge mot cdy xwong rong ddy 4", t6i hoi.

"U. T6i nhé vu khong twéi nhidu mrde, nhung quén mét vu nd cin nhidu néing."

"Pang tiéc. Thé cau dinh lam gi v6i n6?"

"Thét tinh Ay 47", Brady n6i. "Toi khong biét. Virt n6 di thi ¢ qua. Toi khong lam dugc. Thé nén tdi nghi.. 10 khong biét. DAt n6 yén nghi & dau do
quanh day chang han. C6 & 1a gan mdt céi cay hay trong mdt bui cay nao do."

"Nghe budn thit", t6i ndi, vi that su thay budn. Tim t6i mubn vor luén. Lai con ngot ngao nita chir!

"U, néty gio t6i di loanh quanh @& tim mot chd phit hop", cau ta noi.

"Biét dauné da cé mdt cude doi tuyét voi. Cy ndo mi ching chét”, 01 cb ging khién ciu ta thiy kha hon. "N6 [ vat song ma. Moi vét song déu s&
chét." Loi ndy ha ra khong khien nguoi ta vui hon nhur t6i mong muon. "Vay nén, vui lén di", 01 ni thém. "Vi hémnay chi la cai chét cia mot cay xwong
rong thdi ma. Ngay ndo do6 sé tdi luot cau day." Day, nghe kha hon nhiéu roi.

"Gi nira day? C5 s& ndi tiép voi t6i 11 Ong gid Noel khong co that ching?"

"Té hon nita kia - cAu biét nguoi ta s& ndi gi voi cau khi cau ti nha hang Olive Garden khong, ring cau i nguoi than trong gia dinh ay? Thét ra khong
thye sy nhu vay dau.”

"Pau long ghé!"

"D rét mudn & lai n6i chuyén véi cau, nhung gios toi phai di aim', 61 noi. "Rét tiéc vé cay xurong rong clia cau."

"Camon", cdu ta noi, gid vo quét nude mit theo kiéu sinh vién duoc nhan huy hi¢u thuong Iam

Toi da quyét dinh hom nay di hm s& 161 chuyén bang giong khéc. Toi nghi ddy 1a mdt y hay, vi hai Iy do. Mo, ddy i cach rét t5t dé tur am minh thiy tha
vi, va hai, n6 s& gifip t6i tranh gip réc roi. Néu t6i qua ban ron tap trung vao viée ndi ding giong, ddng ding vai (it nhiéu), t6i s& khong phan tmg t& véi
khach hang nhur thuong I¢.

Nghe hoi 1An 16n gitta giong Uc va kiéu nha qué cﬁa’mién Nam, nhung t6i s& chon giong Uc. C6 sy khac biét Ion gitra giong Uc va giong Anh, dit ngudi
thurong thi nghe kha twong tyr. Toi c6 the gia giong Uc mot cach hoan hao. Giong Anh nira, t6i biet the. Bén canh viée man cam voi mui huong, t6i con
¢4 s truong gia giong va bat chude. Khi con bé, t61 hét nhu mdt con sao. Toi gy rat nhi€u rac roi. Toi lién tuc 1ap lai nhitng diéu minh nghe duoc -
thuong 1 vao nhitng lc khdng thich hop.

Nhur ¢6 lan, khi bay tudi, t6i nghe lén duoc ngudi lam vé sinh réng miéng cai nhau véi nha si cta 1. Va khi bude ra khoi phong chd, i tur hao n6i, "Quy
tha ma bat anh, Gerald, t6i dau c6 thoi cai ay cho anh vi strc khoe ctia t6i. Hodc 1a anh bo con d6, khong thi t6i s€ cho no rang moi lan 1on day".

Nguyén cai van phong im phing phic. Me ndm Iy tay toi, dét ti ra ngoai, i ndi, "Rang moi l sach vé tai miii hong ddy con, chir khong phéi choi dau.
Con khong thé Iam cho ai ring mdi lan 1on".

To6i bén dép, "Vay chéc con nghe nham". Me t6i lic ndo ciing tuyét thé ddy.

Thé nén, hom nay t6i 1 ngudi Uc, va t6i giy moi thir rat sudn sé. Khi moi ngudi hoi, toi néi voi ho minh dén tir Sydney, va rat thich cudc song ¢ day. Toi
chi hy vong minh ¢ thé gia han méi cho visa khi n hét han.

Brett, ong phu ban khong-m6i-im ctr tur ]émbém mHt minh sudt ca ngay homnay. Qng ta méi khong chiu ngimg. Chéc chéin ]2‘1’ ong ta tur im bam, chir
khong phai ngn nga bai hat gi gé. Toi nghe thiy tir "khon kiép" it nhit ba muoi hai lAn. Ong ta ludn ludn byc boi. Toi khong biét hai ga kia nghi gi khi
thué 6ng ta. Toi cling khong biét dng ta xoay x& lam sao ma & lai duoc cho tdi tan bay gio.

Ban s 4 hoi t6i vé nurée Uc subt ca budi, va toi cir phai gia vo. Nhung ho dudng nhu da biét rit nhiéu vé "qué hurong” ctia t6i roi.

"Thé c6 6 nghii cac ¢6 s& thiing thém mdt cude Ky i nita khong?"', mot g hoi.

"T6i xin 16i?"

"Céc ¢b da thing ba Ian lién tuc tai Olympics rdi. Pay c6 thé 1 lan thir tur lién tuc cac ¢ gianh huy chuong vang Ay chir."

"0, gidi Olympics. Pung. Ping, ching t6i c6 ngwra rat xin", t6i n6i. "Toi ¢6 thé Iy thém gi cho ngai ching?" Téi héi, ¢b ging chuyén dé tai.

"Khéng, t6i 6n. Mén stip niy qua tuyét. DAm ca cac ¢d khong c6 mon gi khac dinh nhur thé nay", gi noi.

"Khong, cac mon kiéu ddy thi khdng phai sip", toi ndi, hoan toan ngd ngin, nhung con c6 thé néi gi khéc dau chir.



T6i lam trd voi nhing ngudi niy sudt ca budi tdi, ¢t xén thoi gian danh cho cac ban khac, vi ho tir té nhat. Ho ciing ¢ hoa don dit tién nhit, c6 nghia
13, khoan boa hiu hinh nhat.

Khi rdi di, ho chiic t6i gip tt lnh va ¢6 thé gia han duoc visa. Toi mé hoa don. Ho khong dé lai tién boa. Khong thé ndo hiéu ndi! Ho qua tir t& ma, sao
cd thé lam vay.

Brett thiy biéu cam trén gwong mit t6i, bén budc lai va nhin vao héa don.

"Me kiép né!" Qng ta ¢6 ve con gidn dir hon t6i. Thure ra, t6i khong hé gian dit. T6i qué sdc. Brett, ngudi phy ban, thuong s& co dugc mf)t‘phén tién )
boa cua t0i, thé nén 6ng ta cling 6m han. Ong ta boc hoa. Nhung r6i 6ng ta no' ny cuoi thit hoanh trang. Ong ta viron qua bén kia ban va cam én chice
may chup hinh ho dé quén.

"Ho héin s& quay lai lAy", t6i noi. "Ho biét minh dé quén & dau ma."

"C\r tin vy di", Brett n6i, dt chiéc may anh vao tii i bude di.

"Ho ngdi ban ctia toi ma", 61 budc theo dng ta. "Ong khong duoc giit nd. Toi s& l ngudi gip réc roi."

"T6i & giit nd", dng ta tiép tuc di vao bép.

Sau khoang mudi lim phit, vi khich quay lai. Toi doan 1a dé iy chiéc may anh, nhung khong phéi.

"T6i xin 101", g3 n6i. "Toi dinh dé lai tién mét khi ky hoa don tin dung. T6i khong dé lai tién boa qua theé, chéc toi ubng nhiéu nrou qué. Toi quén béng di
mét."

"Khong sao a", t0i ndi. Gi moc vai td tir vi ra, dua cho t6i. Thiy chura? Toi biét ho qué tir t& nén s& khong xir t& v6i ti ma.
"Pay, ctia ¢6. Camon lan nita. C6 rt tuyét", gi noi va quay di.

"Khoan", t6i bdng n6i. "Ngai quén chiéc méy anh."

"Oi Chiia oi! Toi con ching dé ¥", gi noi.

"Xin cho, d¢ toi di ly", t0i n6i va di vao bép tim Brett. Toi nhin khéip nof, nhung khong théty ong ta dau. Toi phat hoang, nghi & dng ta da quyét dinh
nghi, mang theo chiéc may anh. Nhung cudi cuing t6i phat hién ong ta budc ra tir phong tam, thd mdt hoi nhe nhdm.

"Brett, dura t0i cai méy anh. Ga kia quay lai." Brett né nu cudi rat la Ring,

"Ga khen mon stp, dung khong? Ga rét thich mon stp."

"U", 6i ni trong lic Ay chiéc may anh tir ong ta.

Toi chay lai ch gi kia, tra chiéc may anh.

"Clia ngai ddy. DO 6t that. Dimg dé quén nd & chd nao khac", toi nhay nit.

"S& khong" G nhay mit lai voi toi. "Cam on ¢6 nhiéu!"

Brett budc lai chd t6i. Ong ta trong thue sy buc boi.

"C6 qua than thiét voi gi khong dé lai tién boa day", ong ta noi.

"Khong phai viy. Ga khong quay lai doi chiéc may anh. Ga quay lai vi nhé ra minh quén tién boa."

"Lam sao méa quén tién boa diroc?" Brett hoi, gi thi ong ta trong con gidn hon khi g kia quay lai dura tién boa trong khi ong ta da nghf réing gii khong
boa.

"Toi khong biét. Thinh thoang ciing ¢ ma. Ga ubng nhidu. Gi thanh toan bang thé tin dung "
"Me kiép", Brett noi.

"Céi gi?"

"C6 s& khong thich diéu nay."

"Gl co?", t61 noi.



"G d6 khen mdn stp, ding khong?"'

vr[‘j?n

"T6i nghe ga khen 14 rit thich mon do."

"U?" Toi mt kién nhan. "Thi sao?"

"T6i vira chup mdt tAm hinh bang cai may anh d6. Hinh t6i t& vao mot to sup."

"Ong lam gi co? Ong t& vao stp?"

|U "

"Va 6ng chyp hinh viéc d6."

vU "

"Ong bi c4i gl vay?" Toi hét vao mit ong ta.

"T6i ghét moi ngudi. Ai ciing lanh Ring kinh khing, T6i ba muroi bay tudi, va t6i phai phu ban. C6 ¢6 bao nhiéu thdi gian chir, vi toi 6 thé ké mii ké mai."
"Brett! Toi rit trdn trong diéu do... nhung 6ng vira Am mot viée rt té hai"

"Nay, t6i dau co biét gi 6 s& quay lai dua tién boa."

Toi cam théty mudn bénh. Toi théy ron ngwoi va mudn non. Toi khong thé tin Ong ta da Bm thé. Toi chét khiép. Mot phan vi khong thé hiéu ndi tai sao ¢6
nguoi lai lémdugg mf?t diéu nhur vay. Va € hon nita, t6i lai la mdt trong s6 d6. Toi khong thé tin minh da nhd vao méNn salad Cpasar cua g no mit thang
trde. Toi cam thay rat kinh khing, Con may, khong phai té, va t6i khong chup lai anh dang lam viéc d6, nhung t61 van cam thay cue ky kinh khing,
Sydney qua ding. Du quén di viéc qué béo, chi riéng cam giéc t9i 16i, xéu ho ciing dit cho ti Eim roi. Toi ghét chinh minh vi da am diéu d6. Toi da tré
thanh c4i gi thé nity? Toi biét hét chin trén murdi ngudi phyc vy timg nhd vao thire &n, hofic thém chi ¢ hon, nhung 1€ ra t0i d& ¢ thé néim ngoai s6 do.
Vay ma Brett tham chi con chang nghil rang minh da lam sai. Ngoai trir viéc 3 kia quay lai dua tién boa. Néu ga khong boa, Brett s& cam thay hoan toan
cong bang,

"Nghe nay", ong ta néi. "Néu co viée, ¢b cir ndi la khong biét lam sao lai thé."

"Néu? Néu 6 vige?"

Ong ta chyp ldy ha bo ctia minh. "Rét 16 rang i ¢6 khong lim. Phai 1 mot thing ndo do, viy nén ¢d khong lién quan."

"Ong biét 1 ho c6 thé truy ra ai am viéc t6i nay ma."

"Vay ho dinh lam gi ch?", Brett noi. "Bét ca dam 16i chimra soi 42"

"Ai biét duogc?"

"N6i chung c6 dimg lo"", 6ng ta n6i rdi bo di.

BRADY

Sang nay, ti thirc day, cam thAy hoi bdi r6i va rét nhirc diu. Heaven dang ngdi trén girdng toi, va hién gidr quanh t6i ¢6 vé hoi 1on xon.

"Chao", t6i n6i, khong chéic ti qua minh da ubng bao nhiéu bia, va tw hoi cai quai gi da xay ra.

"Chao budi sang", ¢6 nang ndi, va trong khong vui chit ndo. Pa ¢ chuyén gi xay ra giita ching t6i a2 Toi hy vong 1 khong, néu ddy i phén tmg ctia co
ta.

"C6 chuyén gi vay?", t6i do du hoi.

"Moi thr", ¢ nang noi. C6 nang ngd vao giuong toi, Vi it vao b1 "Sao chuyén ndy lai xay ra co chtr?", ¢ nang hoi. It ra thi t6i nghi d6 1 didu ¢o
nang hoi. Gigng c6 nang nghen lai bdi mit dang Up vao goi.

"Qua nhidu con ching?" Toi dua y kién, i thi t6i nghi chdc ching t6i da lam tinh.
"Ha?" C6 nang ngdi ddy.

"T6i khong biét", t6i noi. "Téi bi chodng vi udng nhiéu qua. Chic ¢6 I& ti van con say. N6i chdm thoi, noi lai tir dau di."



"Khong phai 1 t6i thit bai - that do... khong dau. Y 13, toi da im dung cong viée. Toi im diéu t6i nén im. Chéc chén [ t6i timg c6 vai 'méu thudn' nhu
Marco néi." Marco 1a ai, ¢6 nang dang noi cai gi vay?

"A h4..." T6i n6i, cb ging king nghe va t6 ra hiéu diéu dang duoc trao doi.

"T6i nghi chi ... cAu biét gi khong?"

"Khong, khong biét", toi dép.

"Toi da that bai trong viée thich (g, Toi bude vao mdt thé gidi toi khong bict, va 01 khong the thich nghi." C6 nang thés dai. "Va chéing hiu sao 1 lai
khong the. Moi nguoi c6 nhitng thay doi trong doi, ho c6 thé hoa nhp. Ho tim dwoc cach dé giai quyet. D6 la cho ma t6i luon lam sai. Toi ching the
thay doi."

"T6i xin 161, ching ta dang n6i vé cai gi thé nhi?"

"Cong viéc", co nang noi. "Nha hang, Trude nay t6i khong phai luon i hau ban, cau biét day."

"Vay nghiia 1a ching ta khong [am tinh?"

"Céi gi?" C6 nang ngdi thing déy, nhin t6i nhur thé i ¢6 ba cai dau, va mot cai thi dang doi mii rong vanh.

"T6i khong biét. Toi chi vira ddy, ma ¢6 thi & day."

"Zach dé t6i vao khi cau ta dira!"

"A. Pugc roi."

"Ghé qua dy!" C6 nang i ra. "CAu nghi t6i s& km tinh voi cau 42"

"Ghé 42"

"Cu khong nhé durgc 42"

"Téi van con dang vrdng méc & chd 'ghé™, t6i gii ¢b, nheo mit.

"Tin t6i di, néu chung ta lim tinh, c4u s& nhd' 15."

"Téi cling mudn nghi viy."

"Nhung s& khong c6 dau", ¢d nang nhanh nhau néi.

"On ma. Quay lai véi ¢d di. Co khong thich timg."

"Chinh x4c", ¢ nang noi. "Va toi ghét cam thay minh thit bai."

"C6 khong thit bai. C6 chi khong phai i phuc vu ban gioi thoi."

"Nhung 18 ra t6i ¢6 thé gia vor gioi hon."

"0, ¢6 chuyén gi vy? C6 bi dudi viée a?"

"Khong", ¢ nang rdu ri "Nhung t6i bi canh cao."

"U. Viy, d6 ciing d4u phai qué & hai dau."

"P6 [a trude khi Brett t€ vao stip cua khach hang t6i phyuc vu."

Toi bao dam minh nghe 13 10 ¢6 ta néi. RS ting chir. RS nhur ban ngiy. Nhung duong nhur viée t6i phai hoi lai | rat can thiét, "Gi co?".
"Khéng phéi t6 stp thyre ctia khach. D6 khong phéi viée t6i mudn ndi toi."

"Puoc roi..", t6i ndi mdt cach kha hanh phiic, vi t6i van con mo méng, va diéu cudi ciing t6i mudn nghi t6i vao lic nay 1 t6 sip bi t& vao.
"T6i con khong biét tai sao t6i & dy", c6 ning noi.

Neay lic do, t6i cam thiy c6 thir gi dt 1én chan minh. N6 lanh ngit va wét 4t khién toi phat khiép lén.



"Céi quii gi viy?", 01 noi. Toi nhay khoi girong, théy Strummer dimg & chén giuong, "0... khong biét | no ciing & day. Toi cam gidc ¢6 @i d6 dudi
chan, chac 1a cai mii nd. Chao, Strummer."

"Xin 16}" Heaven dang rét budn. Toi khong biét phai lim gi, nhung ¢6 vé nhur t6i cAn phai im c6 ning vui Ién. Thé 1 t6i trong 4o len, quén jean vao rdi
chop lay chum chia khoa.

"Pinao", toi noi.

S¢ tha Trung tam la mbt trong nhitng noi ma nguoi dan song tai New York khong tan dung t6i da loi ich ctia nd. N6 ndmngay giita Cong vien Trung
tégl, Va co tat c?i mgi thtr ban can tir mdt s¢ tht. Quan trong nhat, 1a dém‘khi. 'Khéng thé nao khdng mélﬁ khi. T6i nghi myc dich duy nhat ctia ching 1a
dién trd ngd ngan dé gy cudi. Pung ban tim vi€c bon ching chi don thuan bat chude con ngudi, the day, vy dau mdi Ia ké ngd ngan that su day?
Trong lic xép hang chd mua vé, t6i quay lai va kén It deo cp kinh rim

"Pua Strummer déy, ¢d cdm tay t6i di", t6i ndi voi co nang

"Tai sa0?", ¢6 nang hoi. Han rdi. Khong bao gior thoa mén voi viée am theo 101 yéu cau tir t6i hodc bét ctr ai.

"Ctr lamdi", t61 ndi. Co nang lam theo.

"Khong duoc mang theo chd", ngudi phu ni tai quay vé noi.

Al

"Pay i con chd Nhin dudng ciia t1", t6i dap. Ngwdi phu nit trong nhur thé dang cd ging nhin qua cap kinh cua toi. "Toi bi mi,"
"Con cho trong dau c6 gidng loai dé xem duong”, ba ta noi

"A, vi t6i khong thiy dwong, nén t6i ciing chéing biét nd trong thé nio", t6i to ra phat y. Toi quay sang Heaven, c6 ning khong thé tin ndi diéu t6i dang
lam. C6 nang trong nhur the sap pha n curdi téi noi.

T61i Ién giong, bét dAu t ra khong vui. "Ba ndy ndi gi voi anh vay? Nguoi ta ban cho anh con chd Nhin durdng ré tién 42 Ho ban cho anh ché gi vay, mot
con long xui chét tiét gi d6 ha?"

"Con ch6 khong sao", Heaven n6i. "No 1a con ché Nhin dwong hoan toan chip nhén duoc", ¢4 nang noi thém. R&i quay sang ngudi phu it noi 6 ctra.
"Ba dang c6 ging gy rdc rdi cho anh chang nay sao? Lay Chia, anh ta d& mi1 roi ma!" Gior thi ngudi phu nir rat kho chiu, va xdu h.

"Khéng, thua ¢b. Chi 1 t6i chira bao gios thdy gidng ché nay. Toi xin 161" Va ba ta bat dau ling ting iy vé cho ching toi.
"T61 nghi ba nén tinh mdt vé thoi", t61 ndi. Vi toi thi cling c6 xem duge gi dau."

"O... tht nhién rdi", ba ta ndi, 1 rang chira bao gid Am vao tinh thé nay. "Mudi hai d6 la", ba ta n6i. Toi tra tién. Roi Heaven, Strummer, va t6i budc vao
SO thi.

"Dién duoc Bm'", Heaven noi.
"A, ¢6 ciing khong € chit nao."

Chiing t6i van hét cong sudt dé chiém ngudng so thi, dén khi mét nhoai. C6 rat nhiéu thi dé xem. Heaven phéi long mot con khi, va doi quay lai thim nd
lan nita trude khi vé.

Khi ching t6i t6i noi, duong nhu d6 1 mot chia khi d& thay d6i khi tim diroc ngudi ban khac. N6 bo roi Heaven dé bam theo mdt chi bé bén tubi co qua
chudi. Thing bé mubn chia qua chudi cho con khi, nhung me né bao 1 khong duoc. Thé 1 thiing bé bt dau la hét, rdi con khi bt dau la hét, thé 1
chiing t6i quyét dinh ra vé.

Téam trang ctia Heaven da khé 1én trong thiy, va t6i vui vé diéu d6. Toi rat sin long dan 6 nang t6i Serendipity an chocolate dong lanh, ngoai trir viéc
thir niy da dugc ding trong bd phim cire-ky-kinh-khing, nén t6i khong mudn lam diéu d6. Picu tuyét voi tiép theo 3 mon s'mores tai DT-UT, mit quan
ca phé tai Upper East Side. Nhung chiing t6i khong thé mang Strummer vao d6, v t6i khong muén dién trd gia mil nita, thé nén phurong cach cudi clng
ctia t61 |3 mua keo Hershey, keo bong, va banh quy Graham tai quan & goc duong rdi quay vé nha.

Ching t6i dang 6 trong bep, va néu timg t6i New York, ban s& biét réng n6 rét nho. Va mot thir lién quan hon nita voi tinh hudng nay 1a: Bép cuia t6i
ding dién, gidng nhur bép vi séng trong moi can ho khéc & New York. Vay i ¥ twong v& mon s'mores ciia ti di tong,

Heaven pha én cudi, va chi can c6 thé ciing hoan toan khién t6i ¢ cam giac minh gidng hét mot con khi.
"Thé, diéu t& nhét vé cong viée cta cd 1 gi?", t6i hoi.
"Bén canh moi thir a?"

"(J, bén canh diéu do."



"Khach hing, Ho rat thd 1. T¢ hon, i ngu ngdc. Va phién to4i. .."

"Vidula gi?"

"A", ¢b nang néi. "Hom qua 61 tiép mot ba khach, ba ta hoi toi nha hang c6 cac loai gia vi ndo ding kém salad. Toi dap ching t6i c6 d4u nanh m, ddm
chua cay, va pho mt xanh. Ba ta nhéin mit ndi, 'C6 thé thoi 42", 'Vang, ti dap, 'ching 61 chi ¢6 nhiéu do thir an kém. 'Cac ¢6 khong c6 loai an kém
ndo khac nita 27, ba ta hoi. Oi cha, quai quy gi vay chir? Ba ta nghi givay? Rang t0i gidu giém gi sao? Toi rat mudn ndi, 'Khong, thir ra ching toi co
mdt dong céc thir an kém khac ma t61 khong ndi vdi ai vao 1an hoi dau tién, vi ho khong ximg dang v6i nhitg mon an kém bi mat tuyét voi d6. Nhung
o ba da chimg minh dugc ring minh ximg dang, t6i s& moi ba vio phong VIP, tai d6 ba s& choang ngop va phin khich bai mot loat thir an kém véi
salad'."

Heaven that khoi hai. Toi luén biét c6 nang rat khoi hai, nhung thurong thi t6i bi miic ket voi phién ban phién toai ctia ¢6 nang, nén da khong dit c6 nang
dung mirc gia tri xing dang,

"T6i thi chéng biét gi*, t6i n6i. "Gia ma t6i im duoc gi d6 hay ho dé gitp ¢6, nhung t6i chura bao gio ranh vé dich vu khach hang, Toi chi ¢6 thé cam
thong thoi."

"Vay 1 nhiéu roi", ¢6 nang ni. "Va nhic méi nhd, i thi cAu vo tur ma cam théng cho t6i di, vi toi phai di m day."

"Thét 47" T6i hoi, biét rd ring co nang khong n6i dbi. Bdng nhién t6i cam thy gidng nhur ba goi mon an kém salad, va c6 ning ¢ moi ly do dé ché giéu
t01, nhung lai khong lam vay. Roi toi nhan ra minh bi that vong vi thoi gian ¢ chung bi cham durt qua dot ngdt.

"Ping, tht d4y", ¢ nang n6i. "Cam on vé& hom nay. Nghiém tic dy. Cu da lam t6i vui hin lén."

"Cé gi dau", t6i noi. "Nay," toi ndi thém trude ca khi kip biét didu gi tuén khoi miéng minh, "C6 mudn dé Strummer lai ddy trong lic di lim khong?""
"Thét 47" DAy, c6 ning ciing vy kia.

"Bing, that ddy. Toi nhd cam gide ¢6 mdt chi chd & bén. Nhiéu nim rdi toi khong nudi ché. Strummer va i ¢6 thé két ban véi nhav."

"U, véy thi rat tuyét!", c6 ning n6i. "Toi bao damno s& thich. Chi cAn cau dimg day n6 théi quen gi xau. Mai ti mdi day dwoc né cach déng nip bdn
cau."

C6 mdt con ché trong nha i, va toi dang nghe méy bai nhac sén ctia Elvis Costello. C6 nang rdi di dd ba gioy rdi, ma t6i van con cudi rach ca miéng,
Hoan toan I 16i cua c6 nang,

*kk
"Thi thodng mdt chut vo nghiia s&€ dugc nhitng ngurdi thong tué tan thudng,"

- Willy, Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory

"O ke théi, tién sur cha."

- Alabama, The True Romantic

HEAVEN

That khong hay chit nao. Toi vira roi khoi can hd cua Brady sau khi ¢ cing cau ta sudt ca ngiy, va gio thi moi thir dudng nhu hoan toan df)i khéc. Lan
dau tién, cu ta tot voi toi, va gio' thi toi khong biet phai nghi gi nita. Ciing chéng phai la t61 can nghi t6i viée do. Y t6i la, khong he. Ngu ngoc thét! Cau ta
la hang xomma. Co thé la mdt ngudi ban nita. The thoi!

T6i bude vao nha hang. Marco ndi trong ti ¢6 vé dang hanh phiic. Khong phai diéu ciu ta ndi, ma B cach cau ta néi. Nhur thé cu ta ciing ngac nhién vé
16.

"Thudng t5i trong khong hanh phiic 42" t6i hoi.

"U" cau ta n6i. Cau ta khong dinh xtic pham g t6i, chi ndi ra diéu m cau ta nghi | hién nhién. "Nhung gidr thi ¢6 dang mim cudi. Co dep hon nhidu khi
mim cuoL"

"Camon", t0i noL

"My thing kh6n kip chét tiét nay!" Brett ndi trong lic di ngang qua, vung vay con dao vé phia ching toi, bt chudc mot vi khach. "Con dao cia ta

khong dugc sach...aaaaal"

"T6i khong gidng nhur thé, phai khong?" T6i hoi Marco, ra hiéu vé phia Brett.



"Chéng c6 ai nhur thé ca. Toi so 1 6ng ta s& giét ngudi Ay chir. Toi rang stc dé tranh 6ng ta", cau ta noi.

Ching t6i nhin Brett nhing con dao vao mdt binh mrdc, Ay khén an lau kho, 1di mang chinh con dao d6 tré ra ban. Toi ghét phai noi, nhung day thue su
1a chuyén thurong ngay ¢ huyén. Phuc vu ban ding binh mirde d€ rira cac dao nia ban sudt, sau d6 lai rét chinh cho nrde d6 vao ly cho moi ngwoi. Pay la
ly do tai sao t6i ludn ludn chon mrde dong chai khi ra ngoai, va t61 khuyén moi ngudi cling nén lam vay.

Gitra ca lam vi¢c, t0i ngiri thiy mii gi d. Y 0i o mii g} 6 thye sy 6. Ban dau t6i nghi | ai d6 xi hoi va c6 mii rét t¢, nhung thir mi d6 mai khong tan.
Al ciing biet t6i ty hao vé kha ning nhay mii, nhung céi mui nay kinh di t6i mire t6i san long tir bé khiru gidc ctia minh dé khoi phai ngiri nd.

M tap trung & ban 19, ban gin phong tim nhat. Toi khong biét co van dé gi hay khong.
"Nigai ¢ ngiri thdy mii gi khong a?". T6i hoi cac vi khach ngdi tai ban 19. "M rat t8."

"T6i khong thiy miti gi hét", nguoi I6n tudi nhét tai ban tra 101 Nhung khong thé ndo ma ong ta lai khong ngiri thiy gi. Nguoi dan ba nhiu may voi t6i, thé
nén t6i doan ba ta ngiri duge mii d6, va khong hai long,

"T6i rat xin 16i vé viéc ndy. Toi ciing khong biét né I gi", t6i néi. "C6 I& ching t6i gip van d& véi toilet. Toi s& ¢ ging xem ¢6 thé am gi khong,"

Toi thye sy xAu hd vé viée ndy, va toi biét Bruce cing Jean Paul s& ndi khing néu biét nha hang bdc mii nhur cai bo. Thé 13 t6i vao nha tim kiém tra.
Ching c6 gi ca. Thurc ra, cang dixa ban 19, tinh hinh cang kha hon.

Toi quay tro lai ban 19, va, ddy. Cai mii kinh-tom ngay & dy. Toi khong thé chiu dugc. Toi khong thé phuc vu cai ban ndy. C6 & ai 6 da dam phai
phan ché va mang vao day - con cho d6 han phai an thir gi kinh di lam. Toi khong biét mo 101 ra sao, nhung c6 & cach duy nhat 1a hoi mot cach lich su.

"Xin 161", t61 n6i. "Toi xin I8i. .. t6i biét diéu ndy c6 vé ky la, nhung... liéu c6 ai nghii minh ¢6 thé da dim phéi cai gi bén ngoai khong?"

Bon ho trong phat hoang 1én. Gi thi t6i ciing hoang, Toi khong biét phai lam gi. Kinh khing qua! Va ky la 13, gior thi tit ca ho déu m ngo toi. Toi khong
biét phai lam gi.

"Xin chao?"!, t6i n6i. TAt ca ho nhin xudng ban, khong ai tra 1i ti. "Chao", t6i lai néi. Toi dang mit tri 4? Toi dang n6i Ion ma, ding khong?

"Xin 161", t6i n6i. "Toi i nguoi phuc vu ban, nhé khong a? Téi timg mang thirc ubng cho 6ng ba déy." Van khong tra oi: "Xin 101, cd aido da damphal
thir gi d6", i n6i. Toi di quanh ban, ngiri ngiri nhur mdt con chd san. Cudi cing, t6i nhim dwoc ngudi phu nit 16n tubi. Toi biét chic d6 1A ba ta. A, gin
nhu chiic chan. T6i chira xem gidly ctia ba ta m. Toi bt dau quy xudng,

"Tranh xa toi ra!" Ba ta hét Ién, va bat khoc.

"Chuyén gi dang xay ra vay?", Jean Paul n6i, xuat hién bt thinh finh.

"C6 ndy xiic pham ching t6i", ngudi dan ng ndi. Jean Paul bit dau Fic dau thit vong.

"T6i khong hé lim gi ho"", toi néi. "T6i chi mubn gitp thoi! O dy c6 miii cue ky kinh khing, va t6i chi ¢b ging."

"B Bm r@)i dAy", nguoi dan 6ng ndi. "Vo t6i phai mang ti hiu mon gia. Han 1 nd bi rd. Cling ¢6 chuyén nhu vay ma. Nhimg céi ¢ nay dit khoat
khong dé ching 61 yén."

Khong con 1i ndo dé md ta cam gidc ctia t6i lic ndy. Néu c6 thé bd xudng céi tti hdu mdn gia ciia ba nay va chét ngay Iap tirc, thi t6i ciing lim. Toi phat
hoang. T6i muon chay khdi d6, nhung chén t6i cir nhiin ra.

"T6i vO ciing xin 16i, thira ngai", Jean Paul ndi. "Bita an ny, tat nhién, ching toi moi."

"Chiing t6i ciing chéing & lai d4u", dng ta néi, ném chiéc khéin in xudng ban. Ong ta d& vo ddy, va hai ngudi ban ctia ho di theo, cau miy véi t6i trén
duong roi di.

T6i nhin quanh tim Bruce, va cam on Chiia, g3 khong biét chuyén dang xay ra. Toi thiy ga bén kia qudy bar, dang doc thir. Khi doc xong, gi nging Ién
nhin t6i va chi ngén tay.

"T6i 42", 161 hoi lai bang khéu hinh.

"Piing, ¢ ddy", gi ndi bang am hrong Ion nhit t6i timg nghe g str dung trong nha hang - diéu d6 nghia 1 ¢6 chuyén rdi. "Lai dy."
Téi bude lai chd gi, Jean Paul di theo.

"Lai thém mot 101 than phién vé ¢0", Bruce noi.

"Toi khong cd tinh", 10 ngirmg Ioi. Toi ndi gi ddy chir? Lam sao ¢6 thé gidi thich duge diéu vira xdy ra? Nhung toi dau ¢6 thd 16 hay ¢6 ¥ xtic pham Toi
thyre su chi co gang gitip thoi.



RO t6i nhin vao 14 th trong tay g, va nhn ra g thim chi chiing ndi dén chuyén vira xay ra. Y B, thit tinh, sao c6 thé vay chir? Ga dang doc thur tir mai
phia bén kia nha hang khi chuyén d6 xay ra ma. Thé nhung chuyén nay con t¢ hon.

(A dang doc 1 thur cua toi.

Chét tiét!

"A, cai do a?", t6i noi.

"That i kha 6", Bruce ndi.

"Chi 1a dua thoi", t6i ngoan ngoan.

"B 4?2 C6 nghi n6i voi ngudi ta ring ho day it miii kinh dj ra khéin trai ban B n6i dua ha?"

"A, ", t6i noi. "Toan bo chi ki dia thoi."

"Nay, ng khach niy khong hé thiy n6 hai hude dau, va t6i ciing vay", gi noi.

"Khong, khong, khong'", t6i ni. "La thu d6 khong phai that", t6i ¢ giing giai thich. "T6i viét né ma!"
"Heaven, chiing ti da lnh di1 tro tir ¢6 r0i dy, c6 dam ndi chuyén nhur thé v6i khach hang .. hoan toan khong thé chip nhéan duoc."
"Anh khéng nghe t6i n6i 42" t6i hoi.

"CH khong nghe 61 n6i a?", g phan phao.

"Khong, anh khong hiéu", t6i ni.

"Khong, c¢6 moi khong hiéu, gi noi. "C6 bi dubi viée."

T6i tham chi chéing ci lai. Khong thé. Chiing c6 ich gi. T6i cdi tap dé ra, budc khoi cira.

Chi moi bude ra dudng bbn ndm bude mi mdt con bd cau di i ngay Ién dau t6i. Hoan hao luon.

Thé déy. Toi bi dudi viéc. Toi biét s& nhur thé, nhung moi thir vin khién t0i soc. Toi khong thyc sw gian dit gi. Toi khong cu cho Bruce hay Jean Paul bi
ung thu hdu mon. Nhung cam giac khong hé vui vé - bi dudi viéc c6 bao gio vui?

Toi thit bai - va dugc néi thing vao mit mot cach duong hoang. Bay gidng nhur mdt con ddu do to tudng trién chir THAT BAI ngay Ién tran t6i. Va khi
nhin vao guong, toi thay nd. D nhin vao guong thi s& tlmy chit THAT BAI bi nguoc, vi guong ludn dao ngwoe moi thir. Nhung t6i van blet \ ngliia ctia
16. Toi nghii nhitng diéu binh thudng ma moi ngudi cam thiy khi bi dudi viée 1 gidn dit, t61 101, va xdu hd. Con t6i dy a2 Toi cam thiy mubn udng dén
chuc ly.

Toi nghif ¢6 thé noi t6i say. Toi dang ¢ cing Sydney tai Dos Caminos, va da ubng gan chuc ly margarita. T6i goi ¢6 nang khi bi dudi viéc, va ¢6 nang
doi ching t6i cting di uong.

"Té c6 noi t6 bi  1én nguoi chira nhi? Boi mdt con bd cau day."

"Nhidu Jin rdi", ¢ ning noi. "Va t6 ndi véi cau ring d6 1 bao hiéu diém may."

"Vay dé bon né i lén ngudi cau di. Kiéu may mén d6, t6 khong can."

Thir t6i thyc sy cin B mot chit khong khi trong Enh. Toi ung ndt ly ctia minh, r0i di ra ngodi. Ching t0i di bd doc theo dai 1o Park, 1& vao dudng s6 3.
Toi trong thay quan Rodeo Bar cach do vai day, va doi vao d6. Sydney ghét tat ca moi dong nhac dong qué. Co nang khong thich nhac dong qué hién
dai, dong qué pha rock lan dong qué pha punk. C6 nang khong hé dong tdi cai gi 10 méing trong tiém thirc. Toi van cir kéo c6 nang vao.

Mt ban nhac dang dién trén san khiu. Mot nhém nhac dong qué pha rock ba ngudi. Sydney khong thé chiu ndi.
Cb nang lap tirc 1én tiéng, "4 khong hiéu ndi cai nhac nay. N6 ¢t i 6i rén ri'

"T¢ thich rén ri. Rén ri hay ma", t6i noi.

"Rén i c6 gi ma hay. Va ho hét cai gl viy chir? Bai ndo ciing nhur thé, 'Anh trai cia ban gai t6i hdm hiép con meo'."
"Té lai thich cai 10i nhac d6 y chir."

"Thét dién khing. Té ghet ghé", c6 nang vira n6i vira ndc rerou. C6 nang da chuyén tir margarita sang tequila. Phatrén Silver. Khong chanh, khong mudi,
Vi chi @4m yéu 6t moi can ti. "Ma tai sao gi d6 lai xam khép minh vay? Pau c6 hop véi cai so mi ké soc. Qua méu thudn! C6 thé g xidm minh v méic



so mi ke soc vi qé ging gia v t0 ra minh thich nhac dong qué, boi do 1 thir duy nhét gi choi gioi. .. hodc g i ké choi nhac dong qué tdi tir New York,
cam thay minh can hoa nhip, nén dd xam vai hinh 1én nguoi. Noi chung, kiu nao cling té."

"Khong, hay ddy chir"!, t6i giai thich. "Phong cach mé. Cau ta choi nhac ddng qué pha rock."
"Cai gi co?"

"Nhac dong qué pha rock, rockabilly."

"Po 1 thir gi? Giéng nhur ngdi sao nhac rock Hillbilly 42", ¢6 nang hoi.

Toi pha Ién cudi. "No 1a mot loai nhac. Mot phong cach. Hinh xam, toc kiéu pompadour[1]... xe hoi hang ddc. .. guitar thing... cic ¢6 nang x6 khuyén.
Tat ca cac c6 gai déu muon tro thanh Bettie Page. A, Bettie Page vdi hinh xam."

[1] Kiéu toc hit nguoc ra sau.

"Nhung tai sao phai pha trdn voi thip nién nim nuroi?"
"Tai sao lai khong?"

"Vi t¢ khong hiéu duoc."

"O... néuda vay", toi noL.

"Xin 181", ¢0 ning n6i. "T& khong hiéu ndi mdt chit xiu ndo nhac dong qué. To hoan toan chi thich rock 'n! roll. N6 t6i o thi.... thir ndy qué !
BROWN-EYED GIRL!", c6 nang hét 1én. To1 khong the tin n6i. Toi biet chuyén nay wira xay ra, nhung van khong thé tin noi.

Nhém nhac nhin chiing 161, t6i muén chui xudng dit. "Dimg, dimg am vay", t6i noi
"Tai sao khong?"
"Vi ho dau c6 choi theo yéu cﬁu", 01 NOLL

"Lff.m sao cau biét dwoc?", 6 ning hoi. Nhém phac bSng nhién roi khoi san khau. Toi nghil d6 1 vi ¢6 nang la hét, nhung thyc ra I vi ho da dién xong
phén minh. Ngay ltic ndy, mdt chang cao bdi bat duogc dau higu.

Mot trong cac thanh vién ban nhac hiéu tiéng goi Brown-Eyed Girl nhur tiéng goi kég dai, bén oai phong budc fién chd Sydney va t6i. Anh ta khong xdm
toan bd, nhung dau xdm van 1§ ra noi tay 4o so mi ké soc, hira hen con nhiéu thir dé kham pha. Trong nhu thé anh ta ciing rat luc ludng,

"Brown-Eyed Girl h6?", anh ta n6i. "Lau lim rdi khong nghe t61 tén bai do. It nhét 1a vai phut." Téi lap tire hiéu ¥, nhung Sydney dudng nhur nghe bing
mt nhi€u hon, theé nén c6 nang chang hi€u anh ta mudn noei gi.

"Céc anh choi... dwoc ", Sydney ngai ngan. "Bai cubi d6 tén gi nhi?" Oi Chiia oi!

"Bai do t6i sang tac", anh ta ndi, giong ngot nhur m6n sita ke Jack Daniel

"Ai viét co?", Sydney dap lai. Toi chi co thé mim cudi voi anh ta thay vi ndi "ed Ay cb ging imday". Nhung anh ta da tién xa hon toi.
"C5 thi sa0?", anh ta hoi t6i. "C6 c6 thich phan dién ciia ching t6i khong?"

"C4", 61 noi. "Céc anh choi it hay." Toi nhdp ly Seven & Seven cuia minh, lo dang nhin chd khac. Mt Sydney mé to thém mdt chitt, nhur thé nhan ra toi
khong hing thi1 voi anh chang nay, va ¢ nang lai khong muon anh ta tudt khoi tay minh.

"U, ¢0 4y thich im. C6 Ay mé rock-a-hillbilly. Cé hai ching t0i. Toan bo... phong cach'', ¢6 nang n6i. Ngay ltc d6, toi nhin c6 ning tir trén xudng dudi
va nghi, Yeah, cau méic Prada tir trén xuong dudi. Ping I3 nit cao boi dién hinh day nhi.

Nhin ra vé héo hire ciia ¢6 nang, anh chang dan du khong-che-gidu, "Téi ¢6 mdt chiéc 56 Chevy Stepside d6 ngay phia trude quan. Mudn xem
khong?".

"Stepside?" Sydney thot Ién mot céich mo ho, khong biét anh ta dang noi veé céi quai gi. Anh ta lai hiéu d6 B ndi kinh ngac kiéu con géi, bén din dudng
Sydney di theo anh ta ra ngoai, vé€ phia chiéc xe tai, con toi theo sau.

"Wow...", c6 nang noi. "Qua dinh!", Sydney tram trd. Va t6i phai thira nhan, chiéc xe dugc son bang 16p son bong d6 anh dao, lp lanh nhu son moi, tir
dau téi dudi... cuc ky dinh - dinh mot cach cé toan tinh, nhu mot t€n khon hao hoa.

"Mubn chd ban em di mdt vong khong?" Anh chang hoi. Toi biét Sydney thdm chi con ching cudi ndi mdt cdy chdi, va Sydney ciing biét rd ranh ranh
diéu do.



"T4t nhién'", ¢6 ning n6i. Toi nhin cd nang dem chia khoa t6i chd chiée xe cd dién kia, moi thir gidng nhur thude phim quay chim.

"Sydney...", t6i n6i bang tit ca sur si nhuc ¢6 thé nhét vao giong minh.

"Céi gi?" C6 nang chom ndi gian.

"Nhé ding dén nhay." Toi mim cuoi.

Sydney nhay vao bén phia ghé 141, anh chang chui vao chd phu lai. Toi ngdi canh anh ta. Dleu ¢o trach nhiém can lim vao Iic ndy 14 giai thich cho anh
chang nhac ddng qué (hin I sich truong tai Brooklyn) ndy rang anh ta dang dat cuoc niém tyr hio, niém vui ctia minh vao tay mot ngudi da say khuot,
va ngay ca lic tinh cting chang l4i ndi mdt chiéc xe dap nira la. Nhung t6i ciing da udng ba Iy vao ngudi, ¢ ca mot ngay t¢ hai, va may con chudt long la
anh ta treo noi kinh chiéu hau khién toi thay minh may mén. Ngoai ra, t6i dang khong duoc binh thuong - hé qua tir con, va bay gids thi mot bira khuya
v6i thit mubi va sandwich bong cai ¢ vé rét tuyét voi.

Khoi phai néi, hanh dong dau tién cta Sydney trong Jn ra mét dAu tién v6i chiéc hop sb tay 1 nlﬁn cac sb mdt cach dién cuf)’ng -
SGRRRRRRRAAAAAAKKKKKK. Trong han mot gidy, anh chang trong rat canh giac, nhung roi thi lai, "Nay... ai cling the théi ma" va lai thu gidin
ngOi trong cho clia minh ma quan sat.

"S&n sang chura?" Sydney hoi ciing nu cuoi hoi hop, toi lAp tirc hiéu 13 10 canh céo. RSi "bang"! Cira dia nguc bat mo, chiée xe lao vé phia trude, theo
goc nhon, hoa vao dong giao thong dang dién cudng cta dai 1o s6 3. Nhing chice taxi lao qua vun vit bén phai, bén trai, coi nhan inh 61 tir bon phurong
tam hudng danh cho ching t61, va t6i tham chi c6 theé doc duoc cau "Cai quy gi vay..." trén mbi ctia mdt tai x& ngay sat bén tay phai.

Dot nhién, Sydney diéu chinh tay li, ngodt sang phai theo mit goc cuc hiém Va toi dam chic minh s& khong song ndi dén nam hai muroi bay tudi.. hodc
ket hon... hofic ngdy mai - vi mot chice xe tai cho rac khong 16, hét nhu mit con t€ gide thoi tién str, dang lao vé phia ching t6i. Tieng rong cdi rén i cia
n6 dang 1a no lyc dé hat ching t6i ra khdi con duong,

Toi nghe tiéng thét cao chot vot, va nghil d6 hin | mlnh, nhung 10i ti nhdn ra d6 14 tiéng ctia chang cao bdi nam tinh ngdi bén trai t01, anh ta vira bién
hinh trong thoéng chdc, tré thinh mdt gi Don Knott nvit 104, niu chit vao bang li. Gios thi ching t6i dimg im re ngay gitta dai 16 s6 3.

"G thi sa0?" Sydney hoi, phén khdi va khong hé héin gi truée trang cdi xe thic giuc ching tdi ra quyét dinh.
"Bién!", anh ta hét kén. "Bién ngay!"

Toi quan sét tish huong, va thye tinh, nhay khoi chiéc xe dé bude vao dong giao thong trén dai 16 s6 3 dudng nhur con an toan hon tiép tuc hanh trinh véi
Sydney. Toi chdp tay co6 nang dang & phia trudc xe, va chung t6i loay hoay tim cach dén via he.

"Poi da!", Sydney hét Ién. Toi cir tudng mot sb tai xé gian dit da quyét dinh truy sat hai dira. "Té chura cho anh ta s6 dién thoail", ¢6 ning noi.

"Ping lo", t6i ndi. "Anh ta s€ khong doi nao quén cau dan."

Toi kiemtra hop thur khi vé dén nha, va théy két qua bai kiém tra ndm moc. Va thir gi d6 tir hing Hang khong My giri cho Brady. Cau ta dinh di dau
nhi? T6i xé mo bire thu tir Ngai Nam Moc, né néi mau kiem nghiém ctia t6i khong thé dua ra duoc két lufin. Khong-the-dimrra-dugc-két-ludn? Cai
quy quai gi vay chir?

Thé nén t6i ¢6 thé, hodc khong thé, quén vu nAm mbc den. Bdng nhién t6i thdy dau dau. Han 1 do dam ndm mdc!

T6i Ién lau, va khi da vao nha, t6i mo thu ciia Brady. Mot vé may bay di California. California ¢6 gi chir?

To1 khong nghi ndi vé viée do ngay lic ndy. Toi say 101, t6i bi nhirc dAu, can ho ctia t6i bi nhidm niAm doc, va chi chd cta t6i mét tich. Strummer dau?
"Strunmmer!" Toi goi Ion. "Struuummmmer..." Pang goi dén 4m tiét thir hai thi t6i nhé ra nd & nha canh bén, nha cta Brady.

To1 bude sang ddp clra nha Brady. Cau ta ra md cira, dang deo cap kinh 3D.

"C6 thé gilip gi co ddy, quy co?"

"T6i dén tim con ché ctia toi", t6i n6i.

Céu ta hit ngiri xung quanh ti. "C ngudi udng ruou trong khi lam viée 42"

"Khong'", t0i néi. "C6 ngudi bi sa thai, bi bd cau i lén, va bi ha nhyc tai mdt quan nrou. Va di udng."

"Vao di", cdu ta ndi. Toi di vao. "Co bi sa thai?"

"U", 61 ndi trong lic ngi vao chiée ghé ludi ctia cau ta. Ghé moi. "Cau mua cai ndy lic ndo vay?", t6i hoi.

"Jonas cho ddy. Mubn n6i chuyén khong?"



"Khong. Nhiéu nguoi cé ghé huoi ma."

"Y 161 i vé cong viée kia", cu ta noi. "Hodic a vu mét viée Ay?" Strummer dén gin, ngdi 1én nguoi toi.
" California ¢6 i?", t6i hoi.

2"

"Cau dugc giri vé may bay."

"O!", cauta ndi. "Lé& ra phai doan dugc. Mot nhdm nhac. Toi s€ di xem thir nhom nhac chung t6i dinh ky hop déng, Sau d6 t61 sé di Seattle."
"0 Seattle co gi?"

"Howard Schultz."

"Ga dong Peanuts Ay 42"

"Khdng, d6 Ia Charles Schulz", céu ta noi.

"Tai sao cau mubn gip gi Peanuts?"

"T6i khong ¢6. Va dit c6 mudn di niva, t6i ciing chi gip xui thoi, vi gi chét roi"

Toi nhin sang bén. Toi nghe 13 dAy chir? Chic vay. Rét nhiéu nguroi duong nhu dang chét. Suyt nita t6i da 1 mot trong sb d6 vao t6inay, "O. Vay tai
sao cdu lai di dén do?"

"C6 dung 14 da ubng nhiéu dAy nhi? Toi s& di gip Howard Schultz."
"L ai?"

"Nguoi sang lap Starbucks."

""T6i thich ca phé." Toi cudi rang 3.

"Téi ciing vy, cau ta ndi. "Va lic ndy 6 ciing can mot it ddy."
"Khoéng, t6i can ngi. Nhung t6i khong thé vé nha."

"Tai sao?"

"Vinha bj nhiém ndm."

"Gi co?", cau ta hoi.

"NAm'", 01 néi rdi thiép ng trén chiéc ghé hudi trong khi Strummer nga dau trén chan minh.
BRADY

Heaven dang ngu thiép di trong nha toi. Subt ca dém, ¢ nang cudn tron nhu qua bong trong chiée ghé i cling véi Strummer. Thyc ra nhu thé trong dé
thuong kinh khing!

To6i dang udng ca phé thi Strummer ngap mdt ¢ to mubn séi quai ham, rdi di v& phia toi.

"Chao, nhoc", t6i ndi. "Chao budi sang."

"Chao budi sang", Heaven noi.

"Day roi 42"

"T6i khong chic", ¢b nang noi. C6 nang ngdi ddy, dé 1o mdt vét hin trén mit do ty vio mép ctia chiéc ghé huoi.
"Mot démkhd s nhi?"

"U", ¢6 ndng n6i.

"Téi qua c6 say qué, hay 1 con c6 g khong 6n & trong nha c6?"



"O", ¢6 nang n6i nhur thé sure nhé ra. "Oi, khong, Toi quén mét."

"U, i qua ¢b dang ndi gi d6 vé& ndm mbc Ay, 1di ¢b ctr thé thiép di luon."

"Mubn néi 15 khong?"

"T6i nghi nha bi nhiém mbc den", ¢6 nang noi.

"Mbc den I cai quai gi?"

"NAmmde doc."

"Sao c6 nghi nha c6 bi nhur thé?"

"Mau xét nghiém cho két qua i khong két luan duoc. Toi khong mubn ¢ bén do."

"Cha, vdy ¢6 s& phai di California v6i toi roi", t6i ndi (tt nhién 1 dia thoi).

"Puoc”, ¢d ning noi

"Qua da", 01 ni, khong hé nghi 6 nang n6i that. Toi dira c6 nang mdt cde ca phé.

"Toi di goi do."

"That 4?" Gio thi toi tur hoi ¢6 nang c6 nghiém tic that khong,

"U. T6i nghiém tiic khong mudn & trong cn ho cuia 161, Va theo nhur t6i thiy, biét dau & ddy cau ciing bi nhiém ndm mdc ddy."
Chia 0i, ¢6 nang nghiém tiic. "Toi dia thdi. C6 t6i California am gi?"

"Cau lam gi t6i im ndy. Toi mét viée rdi ma. Toi tur do di thoi."

Khong thé tin ndi | c6 nang nghiém tiic. C6 nang khong thé di chung vdi t6i. Y t6i i, tht nhién ¢ nang c6 thé dén California xem ban nhac, héin viy,
nhung 61 con ¢6 viéc quan trong can lam, nén khong doi nao c6 nang duge dén Seattle. Toi khong thé dé c6 nang t61 d6 lamr6i tinh moi thir. C6 nang
duong nhu ¢ dop 1a luén gay rac roi, bat ké co co tinh hay khong, Khong, tuyét doi khong, C6 nang khdng thé di cliing voi toi.
"T6i khong nghif d6 14 y hay Bim dau”, t6i néi. IH

"Tai sa0? Cau s& c6 ban dong hanh. Va Strummer chira bao gios thdy California ca."

Strummer? Vu ndy thi co nang khong thé ndo nghiém tic roi. "Strummer chic chén khong thé di ciing,"

"Tai sao khong?"

"Moi thir di qua xa rdi ddy. Chiing ta chua timg trao ddi viée nay mdt cach nghiém tic ding khong nhi?"

"Bing 14 vay. Tai sao Strummer khong thé di ciing?"

"Boi vi', t0i n6i, "N6 khong thé".

"Quy tha ma bét", ¢6 nang noi.

"Cd ciing khong duoc di"

"Tai sao?"

Toi mudn dua ra mot cdu tra 101 nghe that ngudi Ion, cho ha man luon. "Béi vi t6i con cd cdng viee quan trong can Ahm"

"Téi nghe duoc phan d6 ma. Chuyén d6 lién quan gi tdi t6i va Strummer?”

"C6 khong duoc di, hiéu chir?"

"Puoc thoi", ¢d nang ndi.

"Buge roi, t6i két thic cau chuyén.



Toi dang ngi trén chuyén bay sb 3 cta haing Hang khong MY, trén dudng dén California, va Heaven dang ngdi canh toi. Strummer & trong mot chiée ciii
dudi khoang miy bay. V€ cho n6 ton mt trimdong. RS rang la Heaven cting thich ngoi ghe gan 101 di. Nhung t6i dat vé trude, t0i s& khong nhuong. Co
nang c6 thé ngdi cho khac ma. Khong lién quan gi dén toi. Thit lién quan dén t6i lai 14 viée c6 nang gio di tro d€ gianh lay cho.

C6 nang da nhdm day tréo qua ngudi t6i khoang bay muroi lim lan ké tir ic ching t6i lén méy bay. C6 nang ra lénh cho t6i dua ¢ nang goi hanh nhan
Smokehouse cua 61, vi nghi rang goi ctia minh bi gian lan. Va c6 nang nghe kénh tiéng Hoa bang headphone, rdi ¢b ging lip lai thir nguoi ta n6i. Chuyén
ndy cang khong thi vi voi miy nguoi chiu A ngdi ngay bén canh ching toi.

Toi dirng déy di vao phong vé sinh. Trong liic rira mit, t6i chiry t'héy bang ghi ndi "Vui 1ong lau chiu rira sau khi ding dé danh cho nguoi sau". Toi im
theo, dit khong chéc minh hi€u duroc tai sao phai the. Tat nhién néu t6i cao rau hay gi d6 thi ding, nhung t6i chi rira mit rira tay thoi ma, tai sao phai lau
kho bén trong bon rira, chi d€ ngudi vao sau lai tiep tuc lamuot?

Diéu d6 khién t6i nghi: Bon tur lamkho thi sao nhi? C6 thé n6 & ¢6 10 giong nhur pho mét Thuy ST, gi6 thi qua durgc. Tham chi con hon thé. Gi6 nhicu
t61 mitrc néu vay tay phia trude nd, tay cling khod, nhur the s& loai bo duoc viée c6 thém may sdy rieng. Nhung rdi thi lam sao nurde duoc gilt lai trong bon
nhi? Y tudng do qua!

Pén luot ﬁéng x4 nude, hin [ Am thanh x4 to nhit toi tirng duoc nghe. N6 Kkhién toi suy nghi vé viéc x4 nude bdn cAu. That khé chiu, dn a0, khiém nha.
bang lo ngai, that day! Ngay khoanh khéc d6, t6i bung tinh. Néu t6i sang che ra duoc mbt thiet bi Xa bon cau MP3 thi sao. N6 s& choi nhac khi nhan
nit xa thay vi tiéng tng uc kinh dién. Ciling khong can choi hét ca bai. The s& phién lam, chac chi can phan di€p khuc, hodc mdt cau hay ho thoi.

Water of Love cua Dire Straits, Big Balls cia AC/DC, Smell Like Teen Spirit ctia Nirvana, Tush ctia ZZ Top... thim chi My Way cta Sinatra. Toi ddm
ca Old Blue Eyes s& thay rat vinh hanh. Cling ¢6 thé s& khong. C6 the 6ng dy s€ tran tr& dudi md, trong tinh huéng d6 t6i s& ding phién ban ctia Sid
Vicious. Vo s6 lra chon. Toi c6 ca mot kho sang kién. Céi nay thim chi ¢ thé an dut Sita qué 1an Catch-It Cone. Khong chi vi né qué thién ti, ma con
vin6 lién quan dén dam mé nhat hang ctia t6i: mnhac.

Toi quay lai chd ngdi ctia minh, thiy Heaven dang ngur & do.

"Cau dang cuoi nhan nho cai gi vay?", ¢6 nang hdi.

"Chuyén chd khéc, khong I tiéu ddy", t6i noi.

"Ngon thi thir xent", ¢6 ning ndi. Toi nhéc ¢6 ning ra khoi ghé ciia minh, dit vao ghé kia. C6 ning ngdi d6 phyng phiu, nhung nhanh chéng vui tro lai.
"Ban ndly cdu cudi céi gi vay? Tu sudng trong d6 a? Nghe nay, cau chi dugc chinh thirc gia nhdp Cau lac bd Trén khong néu 161 kéo thém duoc ai do
tham gia."

"Hix", t6i noi. "Thé t6i s& duoc gia nhip cau lac bd gi néu c6 thém dén hai nguoi tham gia, va ca hai déu 1 tiép vién hang khong?"

"Cau lac bo Huyén hodc hay Ty sudng chang?", ¢6 nang dap. "Thét tinh, c6 chuyén gi trong nha v€ sinh ma cau lai cudi hon hon nhu vay?"

"T61 ndy ra mdt y tudng nita, co vay thoi."

"Y tuéng kiéu gi?"

"T61 khong n6i voi cd duoc."

"Céi gi", ¢6 nang noi. "Cau nghi t6i s& cudp nd chéc?"

leng- n

"Vay n6i di."

"Khong duoc, it nhét i khong phai & ddy. Qua nhiéu ngudi xung quanh.”

"Pugc rdi. Nhung vé sau t6i s& bt cau phai néi'", ¢d nang canh céo.

"Puoc thoi."

"Va toi s€ khong quén dau."

"Dam c4 la c6 khong quén."

"T61 khong bao gid quén', ¢ nang noi.

"Hién nhién roi."

"Pac biét a nhimg thir thé nay."

"A hé.."



"Nhung t0i ¢6 quén chd dé chia khoa."

"Ai chéing 6 16i Am", t0i n6i.

"T6i khong xem do 1 16i Am."

Toi dé y thiy c6 nang dang ghi mdt danh sach 1én céi tti non ciia toi trong khi t6i ving mat. "Cai gi day?"", toi hoi.

"Danh sach cap nhét nhitng nguoi khong durge moi ti I tang cia toi."

"Ra thé", i n6i

"Pi may bay nguy hiém im. Nén can phai cé mdt ban cap nhat & bén canh.”

"Nghiia i con ¢6 cac ban khac nira 2" Toi hoi, rudén ¢d dé nd Iuc - bat thanh - xem thir tén minh ¢6 trong danh sach khong,

"Dl’]r]g. "

"V ¢6 mubn phién ban cudi cling d6 dwoc ghi trén mot céi ti non?"

"Chd ndo ciing tot nhur nhau”, ¢6 nang kiém tra danh sach tir trén xudng dudi.

"Va gia str ching ta gip bi kich trén may bay, c6 khong nghii cai danh sach do s& b hity diét clng v6i ching ta... 1n chiéc may bay sao?"

"Biét dau duge."

"Biét dau duoc. Nhung ¢d dang nghi t6i mot bi kich gi d6 s& khién ching ta mét mang va cai danh sach ctia c6 thi con nguyén."

C6 nang suy nghi mot gidy. "Chi dé phong ho thoi", ¢6 nang noi.

"Budn curdi qué."

"C6 aihoiy cau dan.”

"Thi thoi vAy", t6i n6i réi md quyén catalog mua sam mién thué ra xem c6 thir gi méi ké tir 1n trude t6i di may bay khong,

Ching ti t6i phi trrdng Long Beach. Nhém nhac kia s& choi & Costa Mesa, thé nén ching t6i bay dén Long Beach thay vi phi trurong Los Angeles.
Chiing t6i ty hop voi Strumimer, va toi the con ché da cuoi khi trong tlny ching t6i. Cho dén gio toi rrm hoan toan hleu, ring con chd ndy ¢ tim hon.
Cing mdt nu cudi tuyét hio. N6 nhdy x0 vao Heaven, va c6 nang nhéing nhit én cung numg nd. Toi vd dau nd, c¢d ging t6 ra diém dam, nhung phai noi,
t01 cling phai long n6 roi.

Ching t6i chui vao chiéc xe hoi toi thué, va Heaven 10i ra mt chiéc dia CD tuyén tap co nang da lam cho chuyén di nay. Bai d4u tién 1 ctia Spoon, vo
tinh lai Ia mdt trong nhitng nhdém t6i thich nhat. Bai thir hai 1a ctia Wilco, mdt nhdm gan nhur hoan héo nita. Roi ¢6 nang con cé6 Come on Home ctia
Franz Ferdinand, tiép 14 Heart of Glass ctia Blondie, khién t6i kinh ngac, vi t6i ngd minh la ngurdi duy nhat nhan thay moi trong dong gitra hai bai hat nay.
Toi s la néu phan con lai cta cai dia CD nay cling tuyét nhu phan dau, thi t6i s€ phai hoi cuéi c6 nang nay mat. Dicu do that 1 qua sire tudng tuong,
Ngay khi t61 nghi téi day, nhac chuyén sang bai Little Guitars ctia Van Halen. Thuc sy xiing dang dé cau hon roi day, nhung 61 s€ gitr bi mt.

Ching t6i lai théng t6i quan F atburger gan nht, day rd rang i diém dimg chan dAu tién cta t6i. Thire 1ong, t0i wru tién In-N-Out Burger hon - thir ngon
nhit thé giéi. Nhung Fatburger gan hon, va ciing 14 thir ngon dé nhi. Ngay mai ching t0i s& &n In-N-Out Burger. D4 Iau t6i khong t6i L.A., nhung da
tirng danh nhiéu thoi gian & dy, nén toi biét cac cira hang burger nam & dau.

It ra 13 t6i trong minh biét. That khong may, cira hang Fatburger t6i chon da bi thay thé bang mdt khu trung tim mua sim, va noi’gﬁn nhit tiép theo ndm
6 Orange, cach ddy vai dam The la ching t6i li - hodc nén ndi 1 bo - trong dong xe ¢ thémmnira gio. Trong thoi gian ndy, tdi ticp tuc ngac nhién voi
lya chon &m nhac cta Heaven: Somebody to Shove ctia Soul Asylum, tiép 1 Beat My Guest cua Adam Ant, n¥it B cta chirong trinh Stand and Deliver.
Ca hai bai hat déu bat dau voi phan guitar gan nhu giong hét nhau. Cach chon bai nay khicn tdi khong hé nghi ngd rang ¢6 nang ndy cam thy m nhac
minh nghe rat tot. C6 khi ¢d nang nén lam DJ thay vi phuc vu ban ay nhi?

Cubi cting ching t6i ciing dén Fatburger. Toi goi mdt chié(; Double Fatburger, khoai chién gion, va sita lic vani. Fatburger d4 bién thé gioi thanh noi tot
dep hon. Toi ndi Heaven Ia ¢6 nang ciing phai goi mdt chiéc Double Fatburger. C6 nang lam theo, nhung lai goi khoai chién it béo. Piing 1a con gai.

"Cau khong nghi ngudi ta nén dat cai tén hay hon cho chd niy 4?", ¢6 nang hoi.
"Tén qua hay ma", t6i ndi.

"Pau cd", ¢6 nang ndi. "Tha ho goi luon I3 'Burger Lam Tang C& Mong' con hon."



"Khong, nghe nay... hdi ndm 1952, khi chd ndy mdi mo, Fat — béo - dong nghiia voi sy sung sudng day. 'Fat City, 'Fat Times', 'Fat Cat'. .. Toan la thir
tot ca."

"Gibng nhur phat v6i 4m 'ph' bay gior Ay ha", c6 ning so sanh.
"Chinh xéc."

"Vay chit phat - 4m 'ph' — xuat hién vai ndm nay i ngudi ta hoan toan bt chudc hi thip nién ndm muroi 42 That ching doc ddo gi ca. Nén c6 ngudi
phén anh di chir."

"C5 ctr tyr nhién di."
"C6 thé t6i s& am thé day", ¢6 nang nodi.
"T61 khong nghi ngo gi daw."

Chiing t6i mua thém modt cai burger cho Strummer, va ngdi trén tham co tai mot cong vién nho bén kia pho Khong phai mic 4o khodc nuia dong that
thoai mai. Los Angeles 1 mi noi that tuyét. Néu khong tinh toi suong mi... dong dét. .. v con nguoi... Jin giao thong,

Thoi, ndi chung khong tuyét dén vay, nhung riéng thoi tiét thi rat thich.

"Céi burger nay ngon that", ¢6 nang ndi sau khi cin miéng dau tién, nhur thé bi ngac nhién.

"N6i nhur thé t6i s& méch sai cho ¢ 4y."

"A... thi cdu biét ddy..." C6 ning cudi ngai nging,

"U, ", t6i d4p. Chiing t0i yén king, that d& chiu, va 3n nhimg chiéc Fatburger dudi bau trdi California diy néng
BRADY

Heaven dang ng thiép di trong nha t6i. Sudt ca dém, c6 nang cudn tron nhu qua bong trong chiée ghé hrdi cing v6i Strummer. Thire ra nhu thé trong d&
thurong kinh khing!

Toi dang udng ca phé thi Strummer ngap mdt cti to mudn sai quai ham, 16i di vé phia t6i.
"Chao, nhéc", t6i ndi. "Chao budi sang,"

"Chao bubi sang", Heaven noi.

"Day 16i 42"

"T6i khong chic", ¢6 nang néi. C6 nang ngdi day, dé 16 mot vét hin trén mit do ty vio mep cia chiéc ghé lwoi.
"Mot démkhd sé nhi?"

"U", ¢6 nang n6i.

"T6i qua b say qué, hay 1 con co gi khong 6n ¢ trong nha c6?"

"0", c6 nang n6i nhur thé syre nhé ra. "Oi, khong, Toi quén mit."

"U, i qua ¢b dang ndi gi d6 vé ndmmbc Ay, 1di ¢d ctr thé thiép di luon."

"Mubn n6i 15 khong?"

"Toi nghi nha bi nhiém mbc den', ¢6 nang noi.

"Mbc den I cai quai gi?"

"NAmmde doc."

"Sao c6 nghi nha c6 bi nhur thé?"

"Mau xét nghiém cho két qua i khong két uan dwoc. T6i khong mudn & bén do."



"Cha, vay 6 s& phai di California v6i toi roi", toi ni (tt nhién 1 diia thoi).

"Puoc", ¢ nang noi.

"Qua da", 61 ni, khong hé nghii c6 nang noi that. Toi dira c6 nang mdt cde ca phé.

"Toi di gbi do."

"That a?" Gio thi t6i tu hoi cd nang c6 nghiém tiic that khong,

"U. T6i nghiém tiic khong mudn & trong can ho ctia t6i. Va theo nhur t6i thiy, biét dau & day cau ciing bi nhiém ndm mdc ddy."

Chua oi, ¢ nang nghiém ttic. '"T61 dua thoi. Co tdi California lam gi?"

"Cau am gi t6i am ndy. Toi mét viéc rdi ma. Toi tir do di thoi."

Khong thé tin ndi 1 ¢6 ning nghiém tiic. C6 nang khong thé di chung véi toi. Y t6i 13, tat nhién c6 nang co thé dén California xem ban nhac, hén vay,
nhung i con ¢6 viée quan trong can kim, nén khong doi nao c6 nang duge dén Seattle. Toi khong the dé c6 nang t6i d6 lamr6i tinh moi thir. C6 nang
duong nhu c6 dop 1a ludn giy rac roi, bat ke co co tinh hay khong, Khong, tuyét doi khong, C6 nang khong thé di ciing voi toi.

"T6i khong nghi d6 I y hay lim dau'", toi noi. TH

"Tai sa0? Céu s& c6 ban dong hanh. Va Strummer chua bao gio thdy California ca."

Strummer? Vu nay thi ¢6 nang khong thé nao nghiém tic rdi. "Strummer chéc chan khong thé di cing."

"Tai sao khong?"

"Moi thir di qua xa rdi ddy. Ching ta chua timg trao ddi viée nay mot cach nghiém tic ding khong nhi?"

"Bing | vy. Tai sao Strummer khong thé di cing?"

"Boi vi', 61 n6i, "N6 khong thé".

"Quy tha ma bét", ¢b nang noi.

"C6 cting khong dugce di."

"Tai sao?"

Toi mubn dira ra mdt cau tra 161 nghe tht ngudi I, cho ha man ubn. "Bai vi tdi con cd cong viée quan trong can km."

"T6i nghe duoc phin d6 ma. Chuyén do lién quan gi t6i t6i va Strummer?"

"C6 khong duoc di, hiéu chir?"

"Pugc thoi", ¢d nang ndi.

"Puge 161", 16i két thic cau chuyén.

Toi dang ngdi trén chuyén bay s6 3 cta hiing Hang khong MY, trén dudng dén California, va Heaven dang ngdi canh toi. Strummer & trong mdt chiéc cii
dudi khoang miy bay. V€ cho n6 ton mt trim dong. RS rang la Heaven cting thich ngbi ghC gan 101 di. Nhung t6i dat vé trude, t0i s&€ khong nhuong. Co
nang c6 thé ngdi cho khac ma. Khong lién quan gi dén toi. Thit lién quan dén t6i lai 14 viée c6 nang gio dd tro dé gianh lay cho.

C6 nang da nhdm day tréo qua ngudi t6i khoang bay muroi lim Jan ké tir ic ching t6i lén méy bay. C6 nang ra lénh cho i dua ¢4 nang goi hanh nhan
Smokehouse cta 61, vi nghi rang gdi cta minh bi gian lan. Va 6 nang nghe kénh tiéng Hoa bang headphone, 1di ¢b giing kip lai thir ngudi ta néi. Chuyén
ndy cang khong thi vi voi miy nguoi chau A ngdi ngay bén canh ching toi.

Toi diing dy di vao phong vé sinh. Trong liic rira mit, t6i chiy t}]éy bang ghi n6i "Vui 1ong lau chiu rira sau khi ding dé danh cho nguoi sau”. Toi im
theo, dit khong chéc minh hi€u duoc tai sao phai the. Tat nhién néu t6i cao rau hay gi d6 thi ding, nhung t6i chi rira mét rira tay thoi ma, tai sao phai lau
kho bén trong bon rira, chi d€ ngudi vao sau lai tiep tuc lamuét?

Diéu d6 khién t0i nghi: Bon tu |am kho thi sao nhi? C6 thé n6 s& ¢6 10 giong nhur pho mét Thuy ST, gi6 thi qua dugc. Tham chi con hon thé. Gi6 nhicu.
t61 mitc néu vay tay phia trude nd, tay cling khod, nhur the s& loai bo duoc viée ¢6 thém may sdy riéng. Nhung rdi thi lim sao nurde duoc gil lai trong bon
nhi? Y tuong do qua!

Pén luot tiéng Xa nqdc, hén [ Am thanh xa to nhét toi tirng duoc nghe. N6 Kkhién toi suy nghi V:é viée x4 nude bon cAu. Thét khé chiv, 6n a0, khiém nha.
Pang lo ngai, thit day! Ngay khoanh khac do, t6i bung tinh. Néu t6i sang ché ra duge mot thiét bi Xa bon cau MP3 thi sao. N6 sé& choi nhac khi nhan



it x4 thay i tiéng tng uc kinh dién. Ciing khong can choi hét ca bai. Thé s& phién Eim, chéc chi can phan diép khiic, hoac mot cau hay ho thoi.
Water of Love cua Dire Straits, Big Balls ctia AC/DC, Smell Like Teen Spirit ctia Nirvana, Tush ctia ZZ Top... thim chi My Way cua Sinatra. Toi dam
ca Old Blue Eyes s thay rat vinh hanh. Ciing c6 the s& khong. C6 thé 6ng ay s& trén tr& dudi mo, trong tinh huong d6 t6i s& dung phién ban cva Sid
Vicious. V6 6 Ira chon. Toi c6 ca mit kho sang kién. Cai nay tham chi ¢6 thé an dit Sira qué lan Catch-It Cone. Khong chi vind qua thién tai, ma con
vin6 lién quan dén dam mé nhat hang cta t6i: mnhac.

Toi quay lai chd ngdi ctia minh, thiy Heaven dang ngur ¢ do.

"Cau dang cuoi nhan nho céi gi vay?", ¢d nang hoi.

"Chuyén chd khéc, khong 13 tiéu ddy", t6i noi.

"Nigon thi thir xem", ¢6 nang néi. Toi nhic ¢6 nang ra khoi ghé ctia minh, diit vao ghé kia. C6 nang ngdi d6 phung phiu, nhupg nhanh chéng vui trd lai.
"Ban ndly cdu cudi cai gi vay? Ty sudng trong d6 a? Nghe nay, cau chi dugc chinh thirc gia nhdp Cau lac bd Trén khong néu 161 kéo thém duoc ai do
tham gia."

"Hr", 61 n6i. "Thé 6i s& duoc gia nhap cau lac b gi néu c6 thém dén hai ngudi tham gia, va ca hai déu 1 tiép vién hang khong?"

"Cau lac bo Huyén hoic hay Tu sudng ching?", co nang dap. "Thét tinh, c6 chuyén gi trong nha vé sinh ma cau lai cudi hon hon nhur vay?"

"T61 ndy ra mdt y twdng nita, ¢ vay thoi"

"Y tuong kiéu gi?"

"T61 khong n6i voi ¢ duoc."

"Céi gi", ¢6 nang noi. "Cau nghi toi s& cudp nd chiac?"

"Khong,"

"Vay noi di."

"Khéng duoc, it nhat i khong phai & ddy. Qua nhiéu ngudi xung quanh."”

"Puoc roi. Nhung vé sau t6i s& bt cau phai noi, ¢d nang canh cdo.

"Puoc thoi."

"Va t6i s& khong quén dau."

"Damca 1a c6 khong quén.”

""T61 khong bao gio quén”, ¢6 nang noi.

"Hién nhién roi."

"Pic biét i nhig thir thé nay."

"Aha."

"Nhung t6i ¢6 quén chd dé chia khoa."

"Ai chéing ¢6 16i Am", t0i n6i.

"T6i khong xem d6 1a 161 Am."

Toi dé y thiy c6 nang dang ghi mdt danh séch 1én céi tii non ctia toi trong khi toi ving mit. "Céi gi day?", t6i hoi.

"Danh sach cap nhét nhitng nguoi khong dugce moi ti I tang cia toi."

"Ra thé", t0i noi.

"Pi méy bay nguy hiém im. Nén can phai cé mdt ban cap nhat & bén canh.”

"Nighia 14 con c6 cac ban khéc niva 42" Toi hoi, ruén cd dé nd hyc - bat thanh - xem thir tén minh 6 trong danh sach khong.

"Dl:]l’]g"



"Va ¢ mubn phién ban cudi cling d6 dwoc ghi trén mot c4i ti non?"

"Ch ndo ciing tot nhur nhau', ¢ nang kiém tra danh sach tir trén xudng dudi.

"Va gia sir ching ta gip bi kich trén méy bay, c6 khong nghi c4i danh sach d6 s& bi hily diét cing v6i ching ta... in chiéc may bay sao?"

"Biét dau dugc.”

"Biét d4u dugc. Nhung cd dang nghi 61 mot bi kich g d6 s& khién ching ta mt mang va ci danh sach ctia ¢6 thi con nguyén."

Cb nang suy nghi mot gidy. "Chi dé phong ho thoi", ¢6 nang noi.

"Budn cudi qua."

"C6 ai hoiy cau dauw."

"Thi thoi vay", t6i ndi rdi mo quyén catalog mua sam mién thué ra xem c6 thir gi méi ké tir lan trude t6i di may bay khong,

Chuing t6i t6i phi trrdng Long Beach. Nhém nhac kia s& choi & Costa Mesa, thé nén chiing t6i bay dén Long Beach thay vi phi truong Los Angeles.
Ching t6i tu hop véi Strummer, va t6i thé con ché da cudi khi trong thiy ching t6i. Cho dén gior t6i mdi hoan toan hiéu, ring con ché ndy ¢ tim hon.
Cung mdt nu cudi tuyét hao. N6 nhay x6 vao Heaven, va cd nang nhang nhit 1én cung nung né. Toi vo dau né, c6 gang to ra diém dam, nhung phai néi,
t0i cling phai long né roi.

Ching t6i chui vao chiéc xe hoi toi thug, va Heaven 161 ra mjt chiéc dia CD tuyén tap c6 nang da lam cho chyyén dindy. Bai dau tién 14 ctia Spoon, vO
tinh lai 1a mt trong nhfmg nhom t6i thich nhat. Bai thir h@i 1a cua Wilco, mot nhém gan nhur hoan hao nira. ROi ¢ nang con ¢6 Come on Home ctia
Franz Ferdinand, tiép 1a Heart of Glass ctia Blondie, khién t6i kinh ngac, vi t6i ngd minh la ngurdi duy nhat nhan thay moi tirong dong gitta hai bai hat nay.
Toi so 1a ncu phan con lai cta céi dia CD nay cling tuyét nhu phin dau, thi t6i s& phai hoi cudi 6 nang ndy mét. Dicu do thit la qua stre tudng tuong
Ngay khi t61 nghi t6i ddy, nhac chuyén sang bai Little Guitars ctia Van Halen. Thyrc sy xtrng dang dé cau hon roi day, nhurng t6i s€ gitt bi mit.

Chimg t6i lai thing t&i quan Fatburger gAn nhét, day rd rang 1 diém dimng chan dau tién cta t6i. Thye 1dong, 61 wu tién In-N-Out Burger hon - thir ngon
nhat thé gioi. Nhung Fatburger gan hon, va ciing la thir ngon dé nhi. Ngay mai ching t6i s€ &n In-N-Out Burger. Pa lau t6i khong t6i L.A., nhung da
timng danh nhidu thoi gian & day, nén toi biét cac cira hang burger nam ¢ dau.

[t ra 12 t6i twéng minh biét. That khong may, cira hang Fatburger t6i chon da bi thay thé bang mot khu trung tAm mua sam, va noi 'gﬁn nhét tiép theo ndm
6 Orange, cach déy vai dam The la chiing t6i i - hodc nén néi la bo - trong dong xe c6 thém nira gio. Trong thoi gian nay, t6i tiép tuc ngac nhién voi
lwa chon &m nhac cta Heaven: Somebody to Shove ctia Soul Asylum, tiép 13 Beat My Guest ctia Adam Ant, mét B cuia churong trinh Stand and Deliver.
Ca hai bai hat deu bt d4u v6i phéan guitar gan nhur giéng hét nhau. (Cach chon bai nay khién t6i khong hé nghi ngd ring ¢6 nang ndy cam thy 4m nhac
minh nghe rat tdt. C6 khi c6 ning nén lam DJ thay vi phuc vu ban 4y nhi?

Cudi cling chiing ti ciing dén Fatburger. Toi goi mdt chiéc Double Fatburger, khoai chién gion, va sita lc vani. Fatburger d4 bién thé gidi thanh noi t6t
dep hon. Toinéi Heaven la c6 nang ciing phai goi mdt chiéc Double Fatburger. C6 nang lam theo, nhung lai goi khoai chién it béo. Ptng Ia con gai.

"Cau khong nghi nguroi ta nén dit ci tén hay hon cho chd ndy 4?", ¢b nang hoi.
"Tén qua hay ma", ti noi.
"Péu 6", c6 nang noi. "Tha ho goi ludn Ia 'Burger Lam Tang C& Mong' con hon."

"Khong, nghe nay... hdi nam 1952, khi chd ndy m6i mo, Fat — béo - dong nghiia véi sur sung sudng ddy. 'Fat City, 'Fat Times', 'Fat Cat'... Toan 1 thir
tot ca."

"Gibng nhur phat v6i 4m 'ph' bay gior Ay ha", c6 ning so sanh.
"Chinh xéc."

"Vay chit phat - 4m 'ph' — xuAt hién vai nim nay | ngudi ta hoan toan bt chirde hdi thap nién ndm muroi 4? That chéing doc ddo gi ca. Nén c6 ngudi
phan 4nh di chir."

"Cb ctr tyr nhién di."
"C6 thé t6i s& lam thé dAy", ¢6 nang noi.
"T61 khong nghi ngo gi daw."

Chung t6i mua thém mot ci burger cho Strummer, va ngdi trén tham co tai mdt cong vién nhd bén kia pho Khdng phai mac 4o khoac miia dong that
thoai mai. Los Angeles 1 mi noi that tuyét. Néu khong tinh toi suong mi... dong dét. .. v con nguoi... Jin giao thong,



Thoi, ndi chung khong tuyét dén vay, nhung riéng thoi tiét thi rat thich.

"Céi burger ny ngon that", ¢6 nang ndi sau khi cin miéng dau tién, nhur thé bi ngac nhién.

"N6i nhur thé t6i s& méch sai cho ¢ 4y."

"A... thi cdu biét ddy..." C6 ning cudi ngai nging,

"U, ", t6i d4p. Chiing t6i yén king, thit d& chiu, va an nhimg chiéc Fatburger dudi bau trdi California diy néng

HEAVEN

Homnay la ngiy‘bi—rrﬁt-nguyér}-rﬂa-rmi—ngu(‘)i Mbt c6 gai lén may bay doc quyén sach c6 tra Quyén sach ny s& ciru cude doi ban, va khi ¢ ta vao
nha v€ sinh, t6i cdm sach Ién. Tat nhién Brady bao t6i dat trd lai, nhung t6i khong nghe. Y 13, t6i lam vi€e d6 kip lic ¢6 ta khong chi y, nhung trude tién
t61 xem hrét qua.

Can ban thi quyén sach ndi cho ban nén kim diéu gi d6 trong sudt ba trim sau muroi m ngay ciia nam. Thét 1 qua sirc ranh rdi di ma.

D sao, quyén séch ¢6 nhitng bai kiéu nhur "Hom nay hy lam diéu tot cho ai d6 ma khdng ndi véi ho'" hodc "Hom nay hily khen ngoi ai d6". Hau hét déu
chan om. Tuy nhién, t6i tinh c& 1t t6i mdt trang ghi: "Hom nay haly bi mit nguyén riia moi nguoi', va nghi, ddy moi 1a ngay danh cho minh nay!

Thé I Brady va t6i vira ngdi trén c6 an Fatburger vira nguyén ria moi nguoi. T6i gior t6i dd nguyén ria duoc bay ngudi ma ho khong hé hay biét, trén
tong sO chin ngurdi. Strummer cling c6 mdt chiéc Fatburger, t61 nghi n6 thich, diind an nhanh t¢i mirc t6i khong chac chuyén dé cé thue sy 3 vay hay
khong.

T6i o nay thi Los Angeles da ddy &p xe ¢ va nhiing b ngue gia. Chéic dang c6 trao hru gi d6. Toi nghi minh da théy Paris Hilton tin ba muoi bay ln.
Han 14 do kicu dién mao thoi thirong ma céc ¢ nang chay dua hién nay. Pai khai giong nhur trong phim Fasst Times at Ridgemont High, khi Jennifer
Jason Leigh chi cho Phoebe Cates mdt ¢d gai trong giong hét Pat Benatar. Con Phoebe lai thong bao cho Jennifer rang c¢6 t6i ba nguoi nhur the tai
Ridgemont.

Va t6i thy bau troi & khéip noi. Toi khong quen vi sy viing miit ctia céc tda nha cao vit, khién bau troi duong nhu ¢6 vé bt tin. Nhung 6 i chéing c6
mau xanh. T6i doan do6 1a do c6 swong mir. T6i nghe ndi nhitng ngudi song tai Los Angeles déu bi khi phe thiing nhe, thit dang s¢. Pang s¢ téi mirc t6i
hit mdt hoi sau va khong dam thé ra.

"Gidy 0 dinh am gi?", Brady hoi. Toi mudn tré 1o, nhung khong thé, vi dang nin tho. Toi chi vao mé minh dang phing ra git hoi, ¢6 ging duy tr, va hién
nhién khong thé ndi. "Hi€u r6i", cau ta noi. "Vay t6i s€ cho."

Cubi cing t6i thd ra. "T6i dang lim giam nguy co nhiém ung thu ctia minh."

"C6 dau thé 'nhidmi ung thu", ciu ta ndi voi vé hét nhur kiéu "gioi oil".

"Thi, cn ban 1 khong thé. Cau d4u c6 nhiém gidng nhur nhiém ctm tir vi khuan ciia nguoi khéc, ban chét 1a thé, nhung,.."
"N6i cho hay vao ddy nhé..."

"Mirc do suong mi1 & Los Angeles cao t6i ndi..." Téi dinh n6i, nhung ciu ta ngin lai.

"V c6 nghi nin th s& ctru dugc budng phoi?"

"Tét nhién."

"Chi mot [an thé 42"

"T4t nhién | khong", t6i n6i. T6i hit mt hoi sdu nita, rdi gitt hoi. Strummer dang thé hong hoc, thé nén t6i ciing tom Ay mdmno, gitr chit mot lic dé ciru
budng phoi ctia nd. Roi t6i ra hiéu cho Brady nin tho cling ching t6i.

"Khong'", cAu ta ndi. Toi trd mét véi cau ta, crong quyét d& nghi cau ta nin thé. "U'tr", cu ta lai n6i, rdi lic ddu quiy quiy trude mit t6i. Toi nhiu my.
Cau ta bén hit mot hoi sau, rdi nin tho.

Ching t0i gip ban nhac tai studio thu thir ctia ching, nghia 2 gara dé xe ctia b6 me Justin khi mdt chiée Saturn va mdt chiéc SUV gi d6 da duoc tong ra
ngoai. Bonno6 cuc ky phan khéi vi ching 61 dén, nén goi la bon nho thi ding hon. That soc! Dep chuyén chét ¢ tudi hai muroi bay sang bén di, t6i dau co
nghi minh gia... t61 khdng hé cam thiy gia... nhung dimg canh miy dira nhdc ndy, t6i gan nhu cam thdy minh truong thanh.

C6 Sam, cdu nhoc hat chinh, choi guitar chinh, véi mai toc den nhanh va nuée da tréng béch, mdt moi xo bang ghim Chac 14 c4i bang ghim du tir tAm ti
méc hdi nho. Ri ¢6 Ethan, cau choi bass, toc lon mau ndu va mic T-shirt Atari. Con c6 Justin, cdu nhoc choi trdng, rat glong Tanner trong phim The
Bad New Bears. Mai toc vang rii ruoi ciing khudn mét hién lanh trong non choet, tham chi qua non d8 c6 mun. C4 ba ¢ biéu hién ctia viée danh qua
nhiéu thoi gian cting nhau, ién tuc nhin nhau va n6i nhitng chuyén diia cot chi ching hiéu véi nhau,



Chiing mdi ching t6i mot lon Red Bull trude khi bit dau ndi chuyén. Dan ¢ ddy thét I thich Red Bull. Brady hdi ching da choi duge bao u, rdi ndi vé
nhin hiéu ghi am cua ciu ta. Ciu ta ndi vé nd say mé dén noi toi suyt nhan khong ra d6 1a cdu ta.

CAu ta n6i véi i nhoc ring hiu hét cac bing thu Am déu tuyén bd minh 'than thién voi nghé si" rdi sau d6 lai ddm sau lung. Cau ta hira v6i bon nho ring
minh khong nam trong s6 d6. D6 khong phai cach cau ta lam viéc. Va r6i than van, do chinh a ly do tai sao cau ta khong c6 tién - diéu khong hé sang
sua d¢€ noi ra vao lic nay, nhung cau ta c6 long chan thanh, cting nhw ¢ sr am hiéu vé nganh nay, d6 Ia nhimg diéu dang ké. T6i ngdi yén dé cau ta lam
viéc ctia minh. Khi moi thit can ndi da xong xudi, cau ta ndi voi bon nhd rang rat trong chd xem chiing dién live ra sao.

Chung t6i dén quéan khoang nira g0 trude khi bon nho dién. Brady chon chd. Khong chon ngay hang trude, ma mai tan phia sau méy ké ngbe doi mii két
c6 nira sau dang hrdi, an niic ki€u hipster| 1], may ngudi nay nghi minh qua dinh dén mirc khong thém gat gt theo nhac.

[[1]] Nhitng ké cudng nhac jazz.

Khi nhérr} nhac dién, t6i rit lo. Toi biét viée nay quan trong dbivai Brady, t6i that su mudn bon nho dién tbt. Va chung thyre sy dién tt. Chiing rat giol.
To6i c6 thé thay Brady thich ching, vi toi chil y thay khi phan khoi, Brady c6 anh niit trong veo, lap lanh day hanh phuc.

CAu ta mim cuoi, va dnh méit Ip Hnh. C4u ta nhin sang 0, 01 git dau véi cAu ta. C4i git dau d6 sanh ngang ca mot cude trd chuyén. Toi biét cAu ta vira
quyét dinh rang ddm nhéc nay chinh [a trong lai cia minh. Céu ta bict toi tan thanh, va toi nghi - thim chi du cau ta da tu quyet dinh - rang viée toi tan
thanh ciing c6 y nghia it nhiéu vdi cdu ta. Cau ta cudi voi to, 10 tiep tuc xem ban nhac.

Xung quanh ciing dong, Bon nhéc con hat theo ban nhac - d6 luén 1 mdt ddu hiéu tt. Toi nhin quanh, chd nay khong chi dong nghit ngudi. N6 ciing
khong phai 1 quan doan binh thirong cia nhitng ¢ ciu nhdc nit mili ngd quanh, tim kiém céc ¢ ciu ban dé thirong ménh khénh. Moi nguoi trong
phong déu chiim chi vao ban nhac. Cé mt c¢d bé mic chiec 4o "Superhero". T6i bude lai.

"Cha, 4o hay ddy", t6i n6i véi cd bé.

"Em t am ddy", ¢6 bé noi.

"Tuyét that", t6i dap 11 Rdi tichay théy bbn ¢o bé khic miic do thun ty trang tri, mdt c6 con méic quén jean c6 in dong chit "I Heart Superhero”. Thét
thi vi! Diéu gi 6 méch t6i ring moi thir s& som tién trién tdt, v t6i ndy ra mdt ¥ tudng,

Toi nhin quanh phong, trong thay mot cau an mic kiéu tan hipster dimg ¢ phia cudi, doi mi két dang luéi. Mi két  dang luoi Ia thir trao hru vo van duoc
Ashton Kutcher lim cho ndi tiéng, Khi do, doi mdt chiéc mii véi phan sau may dang hrdi ciing giong nhu noi lén rang "T6i rt xin, khong hé chan ngay,
xem t6i hai hude thé ndo ndy". Nhung dang budn, trao hru ndy, ciing nhu moi trao hru khac, da hét thoi, song cau chang dang thuong no lai khong hé
hay biét.

Céc ¢6 cau hipster khac da chuyéq sang méc 4o T-shirt, 4o khodac ngoai kiéu nhin nheo ¢6 hinh Rolling Stones. C6 thé thong tin nay chua lan té1 L A.
Toi thay tdi nghi€p cho ho. Thay d6i gu dm nhac 1an ti quan 4o han cling mét mdi khdng kém gi vi€c cir hai nim lai phai chuyén cho ¢ sang noi khac mit
an.

R t6i lai ¢6 cam giéc ky la noi bao tit, thir cam gidc thuong thay khi bi bét gip n6i dbi, hogc bat chot gip lai mdt cau ban trai xa o xa e ma chua kip
c6 thoi gian chinh lai téc. Khong phai cau chang dang thurong vé van nay, ma chinh 14 Darren Rosenthal.

Darren [ ban trai ctia t6i thoi dai hoc, va moi ¢o ban gai ctia t6i déu mé anh chang nay. Cao rao, mai toc ndu sim hron song, ring tréng, lin phin rau, va
mot mo tién 6 tir cha me. Anh ta 1 g banh nhat I6p. Anh ta chac chin nén sanh soi hon the ndy. L& ra it nhat nén mic 4o rocker va o khodc ngoai dé
tao 4n tuwong chir. Nhung, bét chap chiéc mii, trong anh ta van cyc ky bat mit.

Toi budc lai, hat chiée mil khoi dau anh ta. Viéc ndy s& khién ngudi khéc buc boi, dc biét | nhitng ngwoi doi kitu mil d6, vi ho s& chéing mudn ngudi
khac thay minh trong tinh trang sau khi da d¢i chiec mii: Mot kieu toc cuc ky xau xi. Anh ta quay ngoat lai xem ké dé tién ndo dam hat mii cia minh. Va
kinh ngac khi thay toi.

"Heaven?", anh ta thét Ién. "Oi Chia oi, em thé ndo r6i? Em im gi & Los Angeles?"

"Em dén cing mot ngudi ban dé xem ban nhac nay dién", t6i d4p, lp tirc nhan ra cau tra 101 ndy nghe rit ngé ngin.

"Ching khé thélt, ding khong? Anh ¢6 cém gidc rét t6t vé ching”, anh ta n6i. "C6 thé anh s& ky hop dong voi ching." O 6. Toi nhan ra anh ta & day dé
lam chinh cai di€u Brady dang lam. Bong nhién t6i trd nén rat phong bi.

"Em khong biét", t6i n6i. "Ching ciing khong phéi thuc sy khéc biét Bm."
"Emnghi vay a?"

"U", t6i n6i. "C6 ca t4 ban nhac giéng hét ching & ngoai ki, va thém ba t khéc da duoc ky hop dong nhung héin & bi bo roi trude ca khi dia kip tung
ra", t6i n6i nhu diing 161, du day chi 1 nhitng di€u hoan toan vo van.

"Em lam trong gi6i a?"



"Pai khai vay", t6i néi doi.

"Van ki ¢ nang bi n nhi, anh hiéu rdi", anh ta dap. Toi bt gip 4nh mét Brady. Cau ta vay toi lai
"Em s& quay lai ngay", t6i n6i, roi di lai chd Brady.

"C6 n6i chuyén voi ai vay?", Brady noi.

"Darren Rosenthal."

"Darren Rosenthal dc-bang-qua-nho, dé tién, ching bao gid ¢6 chinh kién nhung kiém dugc ca gia tai tir chinh kién ctia nguoi khac va day ap fan gia tao
vi sy déu cang d6?"

"Cha, anh ta chira bao it dé cap dén phén sau kia ca."

"C6 quen gi d6 a?", cau ta hoi

"Anh ta 1a ban trai cii ctia toi."

"C6 dia chéc."

"Khong,"

"T6i mét hét tn trong danh cho ¢6 rdi diy", cau ta noi. "Ga do 1 thing dang diém nhét trong gioi."

"Chuyén da qua lau rdi", t6i kho chiu dap lai.

"Ciing vay thoi."

"Va t6i khong ngli voi anh ta."

"Ta on Chta."

"Trong it nhét hai thang,"

"Troi 01, thoi ma", Brady n6i. Cau ta bit tai lai, thdm chi c& khi t6i d& ndi xong tAt ca nhitng gi cAn noi. Toi 20 tay cau ta khdi tai.
"Chi I hoi dai hoc thoi ma. Troia!"

"Hin 13 thing dé tién."

"Thi cau n6i roi dy thoi."

"C6 khong néi véi hidn 1a ching ta t6i ddy vi nthom Superhero ddy chir?" Cau ta hoi hop hoi.

"Cé chir. Toi n6i voi anh ta 1 cau mudn ky hop dong véi ching, va cdu s& dua 101 moi ngay khi ching rdi san khau vao tdi nay."
"Lam on ndi vai toi 1a ¢d duia di"

"Toi diia dy", t6i noi.

"C6 ndi voi t6i ring co dia vi t6i bao ¢b ndi 1 cd dua, hay ¢ dang dia thit?"

"T6i dia that. Cau biét toi dau c6 ngu." Toi quay di, bude lai quiy bar Ay mot lon Red Bull v trd chuyén véi Darren thém mot ic.

Sau budi dién, ching ti quanh quin & lai va xem dém dong chao dén ban nhac. Brady cho t6i khi ching d& xong hét cac vu chao dén hon hit roi m6i
tién dén 6m ap phan minh.
Gan hét dém, bon nhoc c6 mot hop ddng thu 4m véi Sleestak Records dit trén ban - nhéin hiéu ctia Brady. Toi thue su hy vong ching s& ky hop dong

vOi cau ta.

Ching t6i dén quan The Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf] déi thil canh tranh cta Starbucks tai Los Angeles. RS rang Ia thuong hiéu nay da c6 kha lau, va c6
lrong khach hang trung thanh. Nhi€u cira hang thdm chi nam ngay do6i dién mdt quan Starbucks bén kia duong, ma ¢ vé khdng quan nao bi ton hai gi
ca. Co I& nguai ta hodc 1a thich Coffee Bean, hodc 1a thich Starbucks thoi.

Toi goi mit ly Vanilla Blended, mon ny gan nhur I thir tuyét nhit t6i timg duoc ubng. Khi ubng ngum thi hai, t6i cha y t6i mdt chai nuée ho dang béan.
Lic dau t6i nghi minh han phai nhin nham, nhung khi bude lai quay, t6i nhin ra mat minh khong hé cé van deé.



Ho dang ban nhitng chai mrdc "Khépg chit béo". Khong, ,thét day! Hoan }oén’]é su that. Ban ¢ thé lai Qc') tr xem. Xemdi, dﬁ}{ dau phai nhur nirde
Vitamin, hay nudc vi trdi cay, hay may lqai ¢ ca-lo va chat phy trdi co thé kl}ién b%n tu héi minh dang uong gi. Pay 1a nurde thuﬁn tuy - nude tir Chia
trol. Ma day lai con 1a nirde dong chai gan nhan "Khong chat béo". Khong thé tin ndi! Va ngay gidy phtit nay, t6i thure sy tin rang minh dang & Los
Angeles.

BRADY

Toi dé Heaven & lai The Coffee Bean, ¢6 nang dang kinh ngac trrdc mrdc Khong chét béo. Toi ndi s& gip lai & khach san sau vai gios nita.

Toi di gap ban nhac dé ndi chuyén hop d@)ng: Toi nghii minh bi lac dwong. Ching t6i s& gp ¢ Hollywood, tai mt nha hang Mexico trén dudng Sunser
Strip tén I El Compadre, chd ma bon nho rat thich. T6i nhén ra minh da di qua sau vao Hollywood khi t6i goc giita Crack Whore va Gangbanger, thé
nén danh quay nguoc lai, cudi cling cling tim thay cho kia.

Trong lic 141 vong quanh khu nha d8 tim chd dd xe, toi goi nhanh cho Phil qua di dong, vi chgt nhin ra minh chua lién hé véi cu ta sau show dién t6i
qua.

"Chao?" Mot giong nit tra 10i, giong diéu nghe curc ky gidng Sarah.

"Xin 101, chic toi goi i nham so" 01 n6i. Toi nhan nit "Ngung cude goi nhanh tdida", vi tuong minh v tinh goi cho Sarah. C6 ta pha kén cuoi khi t6i ngit
méy, hin vi nghi réing t6i ¢ tinh im thé. Toi s& goi lai sau dé n6i vi co ta ring t6i khong cd ¥, nhung thdi, ciing ching déng,

Toi gap dién thoai, lai m6 ra, dé bao dam két ndi da ngit. R t6i luc trong danh ba, tim tén Phil. T6i nhin "Goi", nhin mén hinh hién chit "Bang goi Phil"
101 t6i "Pang ndi chuyén véi Phil".

"Chao?" Giong nit kia lai dap. Toi gidt dién thoai khoi tai d& nhin man hinh, bao ddm ring n6 van con hién 12 "Phil".
"Sarah?"", t6i hoi.

"U, Brady?", ¢6 ta hoi lai.

"Xin 10i, t6i dang mudn goi cho Phil."

"Goi duoc rdi ddy."

Ha?

"C6 & voi Phil?", t6i hoi, vo cling bi r6i.

"Diing,"

"Buoc ro... t0i ndi chuyén voi cdu ta dugce khong?"

"Cau ta dang tAm", 0 ta tra 101 v6i chit giong 14 loi, 4n chira thong di€p toi-vira-choi-cdu-ban- JAu-ndm-nhit-cta- anh—d?iy.

"Ra thé", t6i néi. Roi c6 mdt khoang im ling rét khé chiu. Téi ¢6 nén nhd cd ta bao cau Ay goi lai? C6 nén phan tmg véi tinh hudng chét tiét nay khong?
Khong, Toi s€ phot 1o. Khong lién quan gi t6i toi ma.

"Ching t6i dang choi voi nhau', ¢ ta ndi.

"T6i twong cau ta dang tim'", t6i noi.

"Ptng, Nhurng y 61 13, n6i chung co. Chiing t61 dang choi véi nhau."

"Chéng lién quan gi t&i toi c4", ti n6i bang chét giong diém tinh, phét 1 dén mirc chinh minh ciing ngac nhién.

"Hmm'!, ¢6 nang n6i. "Anh c¢6 biét cai iy cta Phil cong sang phai khong?"

"C6 ¢ hiéu cau '"ching lién quan g t6i 161 khong vAy ha?" Toi ndi, gios thi giong it diém tinh hon nhiéu.

"T6i nghe ma. Toi chi nghi 1 nd budn curdi thoi."

"Réing c6 dang choi voi ban t6i, hay ring cai dy ctia cdu ta cong sang phai?"

"A, cé hai, t6i doan vay."

"Puoc rof", t6i noi. "Khong, Sarah... Toi khong hé biét cai dy cuia Phil cong sang phai. Nhung ¢6 néi cdu ta goi cho t6i khi c6 thé, duoc chir?"

"Chéc chan roi", c6 nang noi.



"Tuyét", t6i noi. Toi ngit cude goi, mo radio rdi nhin chin ga trong ic Violent Femmes hat vé& nhimg vét rop do 4nh néing

Khi da d lai, t6i ngdi trong chiéc xe minh thué trong it phiit dé "tiéu héa" cude tro chuyén ban ndly. Sarah that xiu xa. Ai ciing biét. Phil that ngu ngde.
Cai ndy moi nguroi cling biet. Do d6, ca hai hanh vi déu c6 thé doan dugc. Puoc 161, khong han [ doan dugc, nhung hiéu duge. Chac chan khong doan
duoc.

Nhung, t6i van phainoi.... chi nght dén thoi da thay ngira mong rdi. Toi khong dém xia dén co ta. Thure sy khong. Nghiia 1, néu toi ¢6 timg bi yéu long
va cam thdy mudn lam tinh vi ¢6 ta, thi tir gior trd di t6i s& khong bao gior lam thé nira. Toi s& khong bao gior diit cai ctia quy ctia minh vao bt cir chd
nao da tirng cd su hién dién cua céi ctia quy cong veo cua Phil. P6 1a sy that.

Thé nén, ving... t0i thét vong vé Phil, & vai trd ban bé. Nhung t& hon, 1 t0i buc vi ciu ta vira vinh vién cat diit chd choi mién phi ciia toi. Va trén hét, |
gi0 101 s& nghi t61 cai clia quy bi cong ctia cau ta bat ctr khi nao thay mit cdu ta. Pay chinh xac I 1y do tai sao dan ong khong nhin vao ha b cta thang
khac trong phong tam. Ban s& khong bao gio' muon hinh dung téi ctia quy ctia thang nao khi nhin vao mét no. Dudi bat ¢t goc do nao, viéc ndy ciing that
té.

Toi bude vao El Compadre, bon nhd dang udng margarita. DU t6i nhan ra cau nhoe choi trong ¢6 vé gidng mudi hai tudi hon i hai muroi mit tudi, nhung
t01 khong n6i gj, chi goi phan cho minh.

Sam 14 nguoi phét ngdn cho nhém. Trong liic t6i Ky banh snack bo vao miéng, cau nhéc n6i voi giong rat binh thudng, "Anh mudn nghe chuyén cuc hay
khong?".

"Gi thé?" 161 hoi.

"C6 vé nhur bon em c6 t6i hai hop ddng thu 4m trén ban. Darren Rosenthal giip bon em sang nay, va anh ta dura Ioi moi. Ludt sur ciia bon em dang can
nhic ca hai."

Chét tiét!
To6i khong chi nghen miéng banh, ma con ngira hong, Hom nay dang dan bién thanh mdt ngiy té hai day.
Sam nhin ti, d4nh gi4 phan tmg sau khi da dua tin séc vé Rosenthal mot cch rit binh inh. Toi choi kiéu tinh bo.

"Tuyét day", t6i noi. "Bét ctr ai timg nghe cac em choi thi chi ¢6 mrdc ngu modi khong mudn ky hop dong." Cau tra 1oi | ndy bn tring hai myc tiéu. N6 cho
thiy 61 khong hé nhyt chi trudc 107 mdi tir Rosenthal, va lai con am ton c4i ti ctia bon nho, diéu moi ban nhac déu can.

"Camon", cdu bé ndi. Toi biét phan ﬁng cua minh 1a chinh xac Vén dé duy rﬂﬁt‘ Ia, t61 dar,lg thure sur s dén mudn t ra quén Dgrren Rosenthal chét-tiét-
deé-tién lam viéc cho mt hing ghi m noi tiéng. Toi khong thé canh tranh nbi. Bicu duy nhat t6i c6 thé lam by gio 1 cau Chia rang bon nho s€ khong
phai long nhitng 161 dudng mét cua gd. Va ciing cau Chtia n6i voi bon nho nhiing sy thyc lanh ling, tan nhan ctia nganh ndy.

"Van dé ", téir 16i trong lic nhip ly margarita minh dang rat cé}n dé trén tinh, "Cac nhéin hiéu 16n rat hip dan. Ho c¢6 quyén hrc va rt hay ho. Cac em
nhin vao mdt s6 ban nhac trong danh nuic ctia ho, va khong theé khong bi choang ngop".

"Hién nhién", cau nhoc noi.

"Va emsg cuc ky mudn duoe lam cho nhirng thong hiéu nhu ho."

"Con phai n61", Ethan xen vao.

"Anh biét. Anh d ting nhu thé. Anh ciing timg & trong ban nhac."

"Anh choi nhac cu gi?", Sam hoi.

"Guitar."

"Gibng nhau", cau nhoc néi. Ching toi cung ly, Vi tai ning giéng nhau. "Anh phét chan vi khong tim duoc chd toa sang 42"

"Pai khai vAy", t6i n6i, i lai nhip mot ngum trude khi tung don quyét dinh. "Nhém ctia anh ¢6 tén Crooked, va bon anh diroc ky hop dong véi Warner
khoang sau nam trude."

"Vay sao?" Thing nhoc hoan toan bat ngo.

"U", t6i dép, dat chiéc ly xudng nhur thé dé ra higu minh mudn tiét 1§ diéu cuc ky quan trong vo ltc nay, chi riéng v6i nd (di t0i da thir vi murdi ngdi sao
dang lén khac giong nhu n6). "Bon anh ky mdt hop dong ra ba dia, ho hira rang bon anh s€ 1a Rolling Stones tiép theo."

"Ri chuyén gi xay ra?", ca nhom hoi.

"Gi co, cac em chura bao gio nghe t6i tén nhdm Crooked?"



"Chua", chimg néi.

"Chinh xéc. Chuyén gi da xay ra? Anh s& n6i cho cac embiét." Ca nhém nhip nhdm trén ghé. "Bon anh ky hop ddng rdi vao studio thu album. Bon anh
ghi am tit ca nhitng bai nhac hay nhit ctia minh, im ra mdt dia nhac tuyét ¢ méo. Van dé duy nhét 1a ho da ky hop ddng voi khoang murdi bay ban nhac
ctng lic v6i bon anh, va khong mubn bo qua nhidu tién vao viéc king xé bon anh. Thure ra i khong mudn b tién cho bét cir ai. Ho da c6 ban nhac ngdi
sao ctia ho rdi, va v6i bon anh, gin nhur i kiéu thé nay: Dé xem céc cau ban dugc bao nhiéu dia ma khong cin t6i tro gitip ctia chiing ti."

"Té¢ that", Samnoi.

"Bing, 3 nhur vay, nhung viéc d6 van xdy ra tai cac hing dia I6n. Ca triim ban nhac m6i c6 mdt nhém ndi dwoc. Cac hing tom hét, vi ho khong mubn bo
16 cac co hoi, nhung ho khong danh thoi gian dé nudi ndng cac ban nhac, dé thire sur gitip ho thanh cong. Va néu cac em khong c6 bai moi trong vong,
ching han nhur, sau thang hoc mdt nim - ma sao c6 thé im ndi diéu do - thi cac em s& bi bo roi. Cac em khong chi mit hop dong... ma con mat nhitng
bai hay nhit ctia minh."

"Lay Chia", céu nhoc ndi.

U, va nhén tién... cac loi thé emco éy a? Co qua co lai thoi. Nghia Ia néuem khong kiém lai duoc s6 tién ho chi cho em két cuc s& 1 em mic ng ho du
thir tién, mi em im gi c6 du chimg d6 tién." Buroc 1di, lAn niy ¢6 vé t6i ndi hoi nghiém trong,

"Chét tiét that", Sam noi.

"Anh biét. Rt t&. D6 I Iy do tai sao anh chuyén sang bén kia chién tuyén", t6i ni. Toi bit diu cam nhin duoc diéu mé minh khong hé nghi s& cam nhan
duoc trude day. Khong phai sy sting bai anh hing, ma 1a su ton trong tir vo thire, khong hé chii y doi voi mot nguoi ting trai.

Luc nay ngay ca cau nhoc choi Fréng cting ngu6e 1én nhin. Tét ca nhimg gurong it ngdy tho d&u nhin vao t6i. Chiing ngd nghé t6i mirc trong mot gidy,
i khong biet minh c6 thire muon du do chiing ky hop dong khong, hay chi muon cho ching chocolate sita. Toi dimg déy, ching siing so. Ngay lic ndy,
c6 nguoi bat dau ngam nga bai The Battle Hymn of the Republic.

"Pé thire sur gilip cac ban nhac khac, anh d lim didu anh timg tir hira ic trurde - nubi dudng va gitp ho phét trién. Gitip ho xdy dung hrong fan hdm
md, dit nén moéng cho sy nghiép 1w dai, chir khong chi la mdt ching duong ba théng rdi sau d6 bién quéch di. Chuyén ndi tiéng chi sau mot dém hiém
hoi lim. Doi khi cac em s& phai ra vai ba dia moi thyre sy nhan ra minh nén theo dong nhac nao. Anh thi... anh cho ho thoi gian d6. Anh khong doi hoi
két qua ngay lap tirc. Anh chi mudn dua ra thi trrdng nhirng bai nhac ma anh yéu mén. Thir 4m nhac anh tin frdng, va mong ring nhitng ngudi khéc nén
duoc nghe." Ca ba dira nho nhin nhau, gat dau.

"T4t nhién roi", Sam dong y.
"Anh cling nghi vay. The nén anh khong thé moi goi cac em bang mot hop dong hao nhoang nhur cc cong ty khong 16. Nhung anh co thé cho céc em
long trung thanh. Va néu cac emky hop dong véi Sleestak, cac em s& c6 dwoc mai nha cho dén khi chan thi thoi. Chiing ta s& nep tuc ra dia cho toi khi

cac emkhong mubn nira. Bon anh s& danh hai trdm phén trim cong strc dé quan tim dén cac em, Bim moi thir trong kha niing dé khién cac em giau ¢6
va ndi tleng

T6i r0i khoi nha hang v6i tim trang t5t hon khi m6i ngdi xubng, nhung van con cam gidc ban khoan, ring Darren c6 thé quyén rii bon nho bang s tién
ma t61 khong 6. Toi hy vong di€u minh ndi s€ ngam vao dau bon nhd. Thure sy ngay lic nay t6i chi cd mdi hy vong ma théi. Hy vong, cting voi thir t6i da
noi, 14 tai n6i doi khi can thiét.

Su thye 13, 61 da phong dai tinh canh ctia nhom nhac cua ti. "Crooked” 4y a? Cha, t6i nghil @6 chinh 1 Iong ton kinh danh cho céi ciia quy veo vo cta
Phil. Dmg hiéu nham! Téi timg & trong ban nhac, va timg bi giy xé0 boi mot hing dia. Nhung khong t6i mirc nhur t6i miéu ta, va do hién nhién ciing
ching phai Warner. Dui sao, moi thir ti n6i voi chiing ciing dién ra héing ngay trong nganh 4m nhac, nén ngay cé khi n6 khong dién ra chinh x4c nhur thé
V61 t0i, thi van c6 thé xay ra voi bon nho.

Khi 61 tr& vé Hyatt, noi toi va Heaven dang 0, t0i ching thiy Heaven dau ca. Lin dAu tién toi chot nhan ra - wow, ching t6i & chung mjt phong. Nhung
dong thoi tam trf t6i cling n6i - wow, trong tinh th ndy ching ta khong ngli & cong vién hay ngu chung bang ghe véi mt ke nghién danh bac Ia da déng
kinh ngac roi day.

Thé I, t6i cho doi

Ba gios sau, ¢0 nang van chua vé. Dién thoai di dong thi duoc cho théing vao tinh néing dé lai i nhéin, t6i bt dau lo ing. C6 ning nay thit it doa nguoi
khac. C6 Chua méi biet ¢6 nang da gdy nén thir rac 161 gi, ma ching t6i lai dang ¢ trong mdt thanh phd xa la nita chur.

Nam gi sau, ¢ nang ron rén vao phong, thiy dén van sang, va thiy i - v6i bd miit nhin nho.
"Cau day 101 42", ¢6 nang hoi.
"Khong, ti dang ngit", t6i tra Ioi. "C6 da & dau vay? Toi rit lo."

"T61 xin 101, 6 nang noi. ""To1 twdng cau s€ ban ron voi ban nhac."



"Chéng phai t6i da ndi s& gp lai co & ddy trong vong it gio sao?"
"Hinh nhur thé."
"Hiéu rdi", ¢b nang noi.

"U™, 61 n6i. R t6i nhin thodng qua c6 nang trong e chd droc nghe 6 ning n6i minh da & dau. Nhung 6 nang dimg ddy, bude vao phong tim, va bt
dhu rira mat.

Toi di theo sau. C6 nang ngude khoi bon rira, mit wdt dam. Toi dua cho ¢b nang mot chiée khan,
"Camon", c6 nang ndi, cam ly khan.

"Vay c6 da & dau?", t6i hoi.

"Véi Darren", c6 ning d4p, va toi giat chiéc khén lai. T6i khong hiéu tai sao, nhung t6i da lam thé.
"Pua toi cai khiin duge chir, im on?" Co ning suyt bat cudi. Toi ching thdy 6 i khoi hai ca.
"C6 & voi Darren?"

nU "

"Rosenthal?" Téi hoi, biét 16 rang do 1 Rosenthal.

n[‘I [

"Tai sao?"

"Anh ta goi cho t6i", ¢6 ning ndi, kéo toc, vubt toc, nhung khong hé nhin vao mit ti. "Mudn gip nhau. Trd chuyén.”
"Chic chin rdi nhi."

"U" ¢6 nang n6i. "Thi thé."

"U. Biét ma", t6i dép gon, vi khong biét n6i gi ngay Ic nay. Y B, d6 thuc sy dau phai van dé gi 1on, nén t6i ciing khong hiéu tai sao minh buc boi. Ho da
timng hen ho lic xua. C6 ning hin s& ching im gi voi anh ta. Khong thé ndo. T6i chic chén.

"Trd chuyén c6 dinh lfu g t6i viée coi do khong?"
C6 nang nhét bude toc vao tii dd trang diém. "Chiia oi, Brady."
"C6 khong?", t6i hoi t6i.

"Cha, t6i ¢6 thé n6i thé nay", c6 ning xoay lai dbi nit t6i. "Hozic 12 t6i di quén mit viée & canh anh ta 14 thé ndo, hodc 1 anh ta da hoc duoc thém vai
chiéu trong may nim qua.”

"Khong, c6 khong phéi vira noi nhu thé", t6i bng nhién chuyén sang gidng nhur mit ba me trdng con trong chwong trinh ctia Jerry Springer.

"C6, toi vira moi n6i", c6 nang thoa kem dudng 4m Ién mét hoi manh tay. T6i nira mudn nghe ¢6 nang noi, "Bién di, c4i vét chét tiét nay! Pa bao I bién
di ma!". Néu chéc chin khong phéi nhu vay, thi t0i suyt thé 1 dong tac ndy ciia ¢d nang dugc ding dé quét di mot giot murde mét. "Toi mimg 1 da dén
day v6i cau. Toi thue sy thich chuyén di nay." N6 t6i do, ¢6 nang bude khoi phong tim, ngd ngudi xudng girdng,

"Hur, t61 thi thyre sy khong thich ¢6 lic nay", t6i noi, ham ham theo ra.

"Vu hop ddng ciia ciu thé nao?" Co nang dang vor clmg réin, nhung trong giong n6i van c6 mot chit run rdy.

"Hop dong cua toi?"

"U", ning noi.

"T6i s& n6i voi ¢6 vé hop ddng cua t61."

"Noidi."

"Chiia oi! Toi khong thé tin ndi ¢o!", t6i ndi. Toi chot nhén ra, trong tit ca nhitng cam xtic ¢ nang gy ra cho toi, con gidn dit hodc twong nhu gidn dir



ma t0i cam thy chira bao gios thure swr nghiém trong. Cho t6i e ndy.
"Sao c0?", ¢d nang hoi. "Cau giai thich van dé ctia cau duoc chi?"

"Nghe ndy, t6i khong quan tim ¢o am g, ¢6 1am tinh v6i ai. Khong quan tim D6 khong phéi viée ciia toi", t6i n6i ln thir hai, dit ca hai lan t6i déu hoan
toan cam thdy ¢6 lién quan.

"Tét. Vi diing 1 nhur vay."

"Bing, Dy, van d& B... ngudi ma 6 vira ciing Am cai viée ma t6i khong thém nghi t6i ciing chinh 1 nguoi dé nghi ky hop dong thu am véi Superhero
sang nay."

"Cai gi?" C6 nang hoan toan ngac nhién.

"Ptng, thé déy", t01 noi. "Nén ndi ngén gon, la hén ta thuc ra da choi ca 6 BAn t6i. Chi khéc nhau 14 t6i thi khong c6 lya chon.”

koK

"Chiia oi... t6i chira timg dugc Bm tinh nhur thé ndy ké tir hdi con di hoc."

- Marla, Fight Club

"C ging dimg c6 dinh Ay thing ndo trén duong ra bai db xe ddy."

- Dante, Clerks

HEAVEN

Mot scf) ngudi ludn chon nham thir dé phét ngdn. Toi cling ndm trong s6 do. Toi cling thuong chon nhim dan ong, cong viéc... du thir. Toi khong ¢ tinh
lam the. Tat nhién a khong. Nhung néu ¢6 mit cai bong bong phét ngdn trén dau tdi moi lc - nhw nhn vét truyén tranh - dé moi ngudi cd thé doc suy
nghii cua t6i, thi t6i dam ca 1 tam muoi by phan tram dén chin muroi phén trédm tinh hubng, cai bong bong do chi hién "Chia oi!" hodc "Chét tiét that!"
hodc "Ui troi!". D6 duong nhur 1 ba suy nghi chinh xuat hién sau khi t6i lam hofic néi diéu g d6 minh hoi ticc, thudng xuyén nhat | ca ba luon. Co6 the bat
dau 1a "Ui tro1", nhung nhanh chong chuyén sang "Chia 01" hoac "Chét tiét that", udn ludn the.

C6 vé nhur t6i 1 Lucy. Toi khong biét chuyén xay ra khi ndo, nhung t6i chi thiéu nurde bat khoe, "Ricky, sao t6i khong thé tham gia budi dién?".

Toi cir ngd vy ngi-voi-ngudi-yéu-cil ctia minh hoan toan vo hai, nhung hoa ra lai khién Brady di€u dimg. Nhung hoa ra lac do i c6 biét khong?
Khéng. Va néu Darren khong dé nghi ky hop ddng voi nhom nhac, Brady tham chi s& chang thém quan tim. Viéc ndy I ra khong nén khién t6i cam thiy
t&. Vay tai sao t6i lai cam thiy nhur the chii ctin con ctia minh bi xe hoi dAm? Vi Darren da dé nghi ky hop dong? Nghia 13 t6i da ngi v6i ké thi? Du, thue
ra, khong lién quan gi Fim t6i tur thé ndm

Thanh thit ma noi, 61 cir ngd minh da phén tan dugc mdi quan tam cua Darren khi xem bon nhoc dién. Toi khong hé biét Darren dé nghi ky hop dong
voi ching, Véy 1a Darren dé dua ra d& nghi. Poi 1a thé! Toi van nghi dén cum cung Brady s€ chinh phuc dugc bon nhd. Nhung cau ta ndi gidn roi, va toi
khong biét nén cam thiy thé ndo bay gio day. Nhung t6i dang cam thiy roi ma.

"T6i xin 161", t6i ing I& noi.

"Sao ciing duoc", Brady ndi.

"That ma. T6i s& khong bao gio.. t6i s& khong lam thé, néu biét anh ta s& imkhé cho cau."

"T6i biét", cau ta n6i ma khong nhin toi

"Théat sao?"

"U, tht", 1An ndy cAu ta nhin thing vao t6i. "C6 c6 thé hoi phién todi, va gy ra rét nhidu thir buc boL."

"T6i khong thiy bi xtic pham dau."

"Nhung t6i biét ¢6 s& khong ¢ tinh lim kho cho vu im an cua to1."

"Nay, t61 khong hé lam khé cho vu im an cta cau."

'Dung cau ta ndi, "nhung ¢6 nga voi ngudi im viée do". Toi timg thiy Brady vui vé, timg thdy Brady budn b, nhung chua bao gior thiy cau ta... tréng
1ong thé ndy.

"Chinh xac thi ching t6i khong ngt."



"Loi ciia ¢b ciiing ching gitip duoc gi." Cu ta thd dai.

Ui trdi, chiée bong béng ciia t6i bat ra. Thiy chira?

"T6i chi td mod thoi, 1 phén ndio ndo cta c6 cam thiy ndi ra didu d6 1 mot y hay?", cau ta hoi.
"Wow", t0i noi.

"Wow la sao?"

"T6i chi nghi thé thoi."

"C nghi cai gi?"

"Réng duodng nhur t6i ¢6 so trudng ky la vé vide lic ndo ciiing ndi nhitng diéu sai sot hét ca."
"Ca hanh dong nira", cau ta n6i thém.

"U, hanh dong nita", t6i noi. Toi bat dau cam thay t¢ hai kinh khing khiép. Y 13, t6i timg cam thiy t& hai, nhung gior thi toi cam thiy chdc minh can mdt

cairo mom

Toi dimg dy, cam Ky 40 khodc.

"Cb dinh di d4u?", Brady hoi.

"Pi dao thoi." T6i cam ddy bude Strummer, n6 nhay khoi girdng, dait chan 1én ngudi toi dé gitp ti cai soi ddy vao vong deo ¢b ciia 6.
"Sao ¢6 lai khién t6i phai cam thy t6i 15i2", cau ta hoi

"Khong. Téi chi dét Strummer di dao thoi."

"Pugc thoi", cau ta noi. "Toi khong cam thiy toi 151, co biét dy. Toi s& khong cam thiy t& chi vi co cam thiy t& vé viée da quan hé & tu thé am xiéc véi
Darren Rosenthal."

"Tét. Toi khong mudn cau nhur thé. Toi moi a ngudi thiy té vé viee d6, duge chir?”
"Puoc", cau ta ndi. ROi Strummer va i ra ngoai di bd doc theo duong Sunset, i mdt quan Starbucks, noi chiing ti ¢6 thé ngdi bén ngoai.
Pa 6 gio sang, moi ngudi dang bét dau ngay moi. Toi chira ngi dwoc chit ndo, nhung ciing khong sao.

Mot anh chang di ngang qua, mim cuoi v6i Strummer. Anh ta khen no dé thuong, va t6i ndi cam on. Lam nhur thé t6i c6 cong lao g trong viée d6 dy. Toi
nhin moi ngudi nua ca phé, va duong nhu ¢d mot sy thay doi vé sinh hoc dién ra khi ho ding thir d6 uong nay.

Néuho qua cang théng, buc boi, hodc mét moi khi budc vao, thi ban s& tlﬁy tién trién t5t hon ngay thoi khic ho duoc phuc vu mit ly ]att@ damdic
khong bot. Va r6i khi ho xong viée & quay tao huong vi, sau d6 thurc sur nhap ngum dau tién, bong nhién ca the gioi déu tré nén on théa hét. Nhitng doi
vai budng long. Moi nguoi nhin quanh, thue sy chi1 y t6i nhitng nguoi khac ciing dang & d6. Va dicu d6 that qua than ky!

RAi mdt anh chang tréng cue ky gidng Ben Stiller] 1] budc vio. Toi dang ngdi trén via hé. Khi di ngang qua, anh ta nhin Strummer, mim cudi. Roi khi
quay trd ra, anh ta budc lai, t6i thay rang anh ta dich thi la Ben Stiller.

[1] Tén mdt dién vién hai ctia Hollywood.

"Chao", anh ta noi.

"Chao", t6i dap lai, hoi sdc vé viéc Ben Stiller dang ndi chuyén voi minh.

"Con ch6 tuyét ddy", anh ta noi.

"Camon', ti n6i. Lainira, ti nghi v& sur khoi hai khi duoc nhan 161 khen vé con ché ctia minh. Nhung rdi ciing phéi noi, néu Strummer ¢6 nhimg lon
16ng xanh 14, va t6i cho nod mac bcf)‘ vay muia ba I, thi d6 dai khai 1a 161 ctia t6i - thé nén nguoc lai, viéc nd 1a chi chd banh bao, khdng bi that bim long,
khong bi cho mic quan o... it nhiéu la nho toi.

"NO tén gi?"

"Strumrmer."

"Chao, Strummer", anh ta ndi. "N than thién chir?"



"Rét than thién", t6i néi. Ben ctii xuéng vO vé no.

Biy gid, Strummer nhdc chan, t& vao Ben Stiller. Toi khong tin ndi vao miét minh. Toi phét hoang. Ben nhay v& phia sau, kéu toang Ién mit tiéng,
"Woa, cai khi gi thé nay?", anh ta n6i. Trong lic nhay nhét tranh né va giii nude tiéu ctia con cho, anh ta im dé ly ca phé ciia minh.

"Oi Chia oi. Toi rét xin 151", t6i n6i.

"Troi oi!", anh ta hét Ién. “C6 phai canh bao voi t6i [ con cho nay hay t¢ 1én ngudi khac chir!" Anh ta ndi gian roi dién tiét, nhung d6 dau phai 16i cta toi.
Toi chua bao gio thay Strummer lam chuyén thé nay. Lam sao t6i biét n6 s€ t& vao anh ta cha?

"T61 n6i n6 than thién... t61 khong hé n6iné da duoc gido duc cach di t&", t6i ndi dé tw vé. Tu vé cho Strumimer.

"Tuyét ddy. Tuyét Bim ddy", anh ta néi. "Cam on nhiéu."

"T6i xin 16i!", t6i ndi. "T6i chura bao gioy thdy nd laim thé ca. N6 khong ¢6 y gi dau."

"Sao ciing duoc", anh ta ndi trong lic ¢ ging giti phan nurde tiéu con dinh trén quén.

"T6i & rat vui ong thanh toén tién giat i cho anh", t6i d& nghi.

"Khdng sao", anh ta noi.

"Va néu dé gitip anh théy kha hon, thi viéc d6 c6 thé s& dem lai may nin day."

"Thit sa0?"!, anh ta n6i, "Lam sao c6 biét?"

"Thi, néu bd cau i én ngudi anh, d6 hén 1 diém may mén. T6i hinh dung viée bi cho t& Ién ciing s& mang lai. . . didu gi do."

"T6i khong nghii thé dau", anh ta ndi, va hén i anh ta ding. Theo logic cta t6i, thi néu bi mdt con gorilla ning mdt tn i én ngudi, i s& duoc ndi tiéng va
cd ca mit gia tai. Pugc r6i, vay thi khong hoan toan hop Iy. Nhung cling dai khai ma. It nhat 1a véi toi.

"Pugc rdi, thoi, t6i ctr hy vong 1 thé. Réing anh duwoc may mén."
"Camon", anh ta néL

"ft nhét t6i ctng mua cho anh ly ca phé moi, dugc chir?", t6i hoi. Nhung ngay khi loi noi vira thdt ra khoi miéng, ngudi pha ché bén trong da budc ra,
mang mot coc ca phé mdi cho anh ta.

"Nay, Ben... t6i thdy anh danh d6 ca phé", ciu ta noi. "Pay 1 ly moi."

"Cam on, Adrian'", Ben n6i, cam ly ca phé tir chang trai. To6i doan Ben 1 khach quen & day. Va t6i doan han I minh khong bao gio nén véc nit t6i day
nira.

Ben bit dau budc di, va toi khong thé khong nghil ¢n viée minh nén n6i gi d6. Gi ciing dugc.

"Nhén tién... t6i 12 fan rat bu cta cac tac phém anh dong do", toi goi 1on, va Ben cuoi rd kn, lic dAu. Anh ta thim chi chéng quay lai. Nhung t6i thue sy
1a fan ma. T6i rat thich cac tac phim cua anh ta.

Khi t6i tr& vé& phong, Brady da ndm thanh mot ddng trong chan, dén thi tat. Toi ngdi trén giwdng minh, nhin sang cu ta dang ndm trén giurdng bén kia.
"Cfu ngii 42" T6i hoi, nhung cau ta khong tra 1oi. "Cau nga 42" T6i lai hoi, va cau ta hoi rén 1én. Toi nhéy khoi girdng, tréo Ién girong ciu ta.

"C6 mudn gi day?" Cau ta nhéin nho.

"T6i gip duroc ngudi ndi tiéng dAu tién tai Los Angeles."

"Tét cho ¢6", cau ta xoay ngudi di.

"Cau khong mudn biét i ai sao?"

"Khong phai lic nay", cau ta ndi.

"Bay gio hoac khdng bao gio", t6i noi.

"Vay thi khong bao gior di'", cau ta kéo gdi che 1én dau.

"Nhung chuyén hay lim day", t6i noi.



"Chac chin thé roi", cau ta noi.

"T6i n6i thit ddy. Néu cau khong dé t6i ké voi cau ngay by gioy, 61 s& khong bao gior ké vai cau dau."

"T6i1 chiu duoc viée do."

"That ddy."

ey

"Trong subt phﬁn doi con lai cua t61 ludn", t61 hira hen.

"Hiéu roi."

"Cau ching thi vi gi c4."

"Pugc thoi", cau ta néi, va duong nhur lai chim vao gidc ngi. Cir thé. Khong hé to md mdt chitt xiu ndo vé cau chuyén ctia t6i. Khong thé tin ndil

Hur, khi ciu ta thire day t6i s€ khong ké v6i ciu ta. Cau ta nn ni c& ndo cling vay.

Toi tréo khoi giwong cau ta, tro vé girong minh. Nhung toi khong ngi dugc. Thir nhét, t6i vira udng mot coc ca phé. Nhung cho dit khong ubng, ngay
bay gid toi van dang c6 qua nhiéu ning lrong, phén khich téi mirc khong thé ndm yén. Thé nén t6i khong ndm yén. Toi dimg Ién, roi khoi phong. Tét
nhién t6i khong thé di qua xa, vi khong mudn mang chlec xe hoi thué di. Vi lai, gidr chi m6i 7 gios sang, Ciing khong 6 quéa nhiéu thir dé xem. Céc cira
hang chira mo, chiing c6 ai ra ngoai, va t6i ching thé ngim ai.

Thé 14 61 quyét dinh ngdi trong hanh lang. Tai d6, t6i gip mdt ngudi dan ong tuyén bb minh timg & trong mdt nhém nhac rock ndi tiéng,

"Chao", 6ng ta ndi. Toi ngéng dau khoi khung cira ndly gidy minh dang dom qua va thiy mot ngudi dan 6ng Ion tudi, mét do bimng, "Chao", 6ng ta lai noi
"Chao", t6i dap lai.

"Co ¢ khach san nay a?"

"Ping", t61 noi. "Con 6ng?"

"Khéng, Toi tir Ludn Don dén thiam ban be trong thanh phd. Diéu gi khién ¢ t6i L.A.?"

"Mot ban nhac", t6i ndi. "Hang xém ctia t6i co mdt cong ty ghi &m, cdu ta dang ing mdt ban nhac. T6i chi di cing thoi."

"Tuyét that", ong noi. "Tdi ciing tirng & trong nhém ndi tiéng Fim day."

"That khong? Nhém nao?"

"Manfred Mann va His Earth Band", 6ng tir hio ni. Ban du toi khong nhén ra.

"Cha", t61 noi.

"T6i la Manfred."

"Rét vui dugc gip 6ng."

"C6 biét ching toi chir?"

"O... khong", 6 tiéc nubi.

"C6 phai biét chir. Ching t6i c6 mot bai hit by." Roi ong bt dAu hat: "There she goes, just-a-walkin' down the street, singin' do wah diddy diddy dum
diddy do". Khi hat dén doan "do wah diddy", 6ng git dau, ra hiéu cho t6i hat ctng. Toi khong hat. Nhung tdi co biet bai ndy.

"D6 1a dng 42"
"Chinh xac", 6ng tw hio. Rdi t6i nhan ra. Manfred Mann! Blinded by the Light 2 mdt trong nhiing giai diéu bi nghe nham trong sudt lich str &m nhac.
"Thét tuyét voi", t6i nhay khoi chd ngdi. "Ong c6 thé giai quyét mdt vn dé da deo bam t6i ké tir lic sinh ra."

MEit 6ng thoang hién 1én mdt 4nh nhin td md. "A, 6i s& ¢ ging, nhung t6i khong chic!"

"Tét nhién 6ng biét!" T6i hét tra, y thire durge ring minh dang ndi qua to vao lic 7 gidr sang trong hanh lang khach san Hollywood Hyatt. "Liéu giai diéu



¢ phai la: 'Blinded by the light... dressed up like a douche... I'm gonna run her in the night' khong?"'

Qua khoe mit, t6i thoang thiy Brady dang xong xoc x6ng dén. "Bimg c6 1am thé", Brady ndi véi toi.

"Lam gi co?"

"Bién mét", cau ta néi.

"T6i & day ma. Pay Ia Manfred", t6i ndi.

"Rét vui dugc gip ong... Manfred", Brady néi. "Di thoi, ching ta di dn sang", cau ta ndi véi toi.

"T6i twdng cu dang ngl", t6i noi.

"T6i g, nhung khi tinh day va thiy 6 di mét, t6i khong nga duoc nita. C6 Chiia mdi biét ¢6 lai di gy réc rdi gi."
"Nay, t0i rat trong chd duogc tan gau thém mot chit", Manfred ndi trong lic Brady 10i t6i di.

"Khoan!", t6i néi. "Con 1oi nhac thi sao?"

Manfied nghiéng dAu, ném cho t6i mdt cai nhay mét ranh ménh. "VAy m6i vui ma", dng néi. "C6 nhidu cach dé hiéu."
"Gi co?" T6i n6i v6i Manfied, nhung Brady kéo tay t6i qua manh. Manh thyc sur dy. Cau ta lam tay t6i mudn dirt luén.
"Céu c6 biét d6 I ai khong?"" t6i thi thio.

"0)... Manfed?", Brady noi.

"Bing! Manfred Mann. Ong 4y hat bai Do wah diddy."

"Khong phai chir."

"That ma! V4, ong ta dang sdp giai md mdt bi n trong lich sir. Céu biét day, liéu 101 bai hat c6 phai 1a 'dressed up like a douche, I'm gonna run her in the
night' khong?" C4u ta nhin toi, gwong it do ra - chinh xac, gidng y hét thing Joker trong phim Batrman.

"Dressed up hke,a douche?" Cau ta cuoi séng sap. "Ther nhét, cau d6 14 revved up like a deuce, another runner in the night'. Va thtr hai, Manfred Mann
12 ngudi Anh. Bén tr Anh - cach phat amkhac lam."

"Céu chic chir?"

"Unny, t6i chéic. Chia oi, ¢6 tin moi thir a! Toi ching biét c6 nghil minh d giip ai nira."

"Nay, t6i khong nghi Iz minh gip ai. Toi biét minh gip ai. Ching t6i con trao d6i nira ma."

"Pugc dy", cau ta noi.

"Va t6i s&€ khong noi voi cau la ai dau."

"Va t6i van khong théy vAn dé gl voi vie do ca", cau ta noi R4i cdu ta giéu cot, "Manfred Mamn... ".
Cha, thét tinh. Tai sao cu ta lai n6i d6i vé viée d6?

BRADY

Heaven va t6i an sang tai mdt noi goi l Griddle Café. Ching t6i déu goi banh kép. Khin trai ban kim bang gidy, va ho ¢6 biit mau trén ban cho nhiing ai
thich t6 v&. Rat tur nhién, Heaven cammdt chi€c bit mau Ién, va bat dau vé.

Khi thire an dén, trurde mit ching t6i d c6 ti ti nhitng chiéc banh kép.
"Cé nguoi dang d6i chét di kia", t6i noi.

"Vay ching ta khdng nén phi thire an."

"T6i s& khong in hét chd nay dau."

"Toi ¢4 14 t6i dn duge nhiéu hon cau", cd nang noi.

""T61 nghi 1m0 n6i, biét rit rd ste dn clia minh vuot xa o nang,



"Va nhanh hon nita", ¢6 nang ndi thém.

"T6i khong dua v6i c6 dau", t6i noi. "Toi chi mubn thudng thire chd banh kép ctia minh, néu ¢6 khong phién." Nhung trude khi t6i kip ni xong cau ny,
¢6 nang da tong miéng banh vao miéng nhur mot con soc chudt.

Va cude chién bt dau. Toi ciing tong thirc &n vao migng, nhung it ra 0 con nhai. C6 nang thi c6 nhiéu thirc &n trong migng t6i mirc khong tai no nhét
thém dugc nita. Thé ma c6 nang van ¢ nhét. Lai thémmdt nia day. Toi chua bao gio trong thdy ngudi ndo nhu the.

"Nhai di", t6i ra Iénh, miéng ciing ddy thirc an.

"Pang nhai, ¢ nang noi. It ra 0i nghi d6 1 diéu c nang ndi, ditné nghe chi gidng nhu "ugn-aaahn. Nhung béng khé niing suy dién cing bit tai théu
hiéu nhitng ngudi cé qua nhicu thire an trong miéng (nhd' da song voi Phil Cuia quy cong sudt bon ndm), t6i kha chac chan c6 nang néi "dang nhai".

Va khi tt ca da xong xudi, t6i phat hoang khi phai noi ring Heaven n nhiéu hon t0i gAp ca chuc lz:in C5 nang ngdi d6, cudi hon hd va xoa chiée bung
tron nhur bung Ong Dia - tudng turong théi. Mt c6 nang dinh day xi 16, va ca vai mau vun banh kép.

"C6 bén qua", toi ndi. Co nang dua ludi liém quanh miéng, ¢b géing lam sach mdt chit, nhung v6 vong, Toi nhing khén &n cta minh vao ly nuée, 10i chui
mit cho c6 nang. Co6 nang de t6i lam the, ctr ngdi do, mét dua ve phia trurde, mit nham lai, ham ngude En, dé t6i lau cho nhur mdt dia tré.

Trong khoanh khéic d6 ¢6 nang trong that ngy tho, va vira ki, t6i vira cam thiy mudn bao vé ¢ nang, T6i cam thiy nhur thé minh da biét ¢6 nang tir
khi con I3 dvra tré. Va rdi t6i ngh, dira bé ngot ngao nay da ngu véi Darren Rosenthal toi qua. Bao tir t6i quan lai.

"Pi thoi", 16i ndi, ném tién Ién ban. C6 nang dua tay vao ti, Ay ra it tién, dit 1n ban, cam tién t6i vira dé xudng 1én, nhét vao ti toi.
"T6i tra tién banh kép", ¢6 nang noi.

"Khong, ¢ an banh kép. Toi nghi t61 da lau di gin hét chd banh ludn Ay chir", t6i choc vao swon ¢d nang.

"Bimg", cd ning bt cuoi.

"C6 khong can tra tién", t6i noi

"Cau da tra tién khéch san roi", c6 nang noi.

"Nhung t6i van s& tra tién ngay ca khi ¢ khong c6 ¢ déy."

"Sao ciing duoc. Toi tra tién banh kép", ¢6 nang ndi. "Thém nita, cau thAm chi ching thuréng thire dwoc ching."

"That nhi! Va t6i doan ké thua nén tra chir", t6i n6i, biét tong minh da bi c6 nang danh bai.

"Xin 162", ¢6 nang noi.

"C6 nghe roi ma."

"0, 61 biét cau khong hé n6i diéu toi nghi cu vira noi."

"T6i nghil ¢6 nghe ding diéu toi vira n6i dy."

"Vui tht", ¢6 nang noi. "T6i doan ching ta s& c6 trin tai ddu vao bita trra."

"Bita trira? Sau bura an m6i nily dy 42 Toi khong cn an nita, it nhat cho t6i bita toi. C thé thim chi t6i thir ba tuan sau 4y."
C6 nang bt dau cyc tac nhur gi. Toi lim ngo.

bién thoai di dong kéu, Ia ludt sur t6i thué trong tudn nghi viée, ngurdi ndy 161 voi ti ring thurong hiéu Sita qué da duoc thong qua. Pay | méu tin tdt ddu
tién sau bay lu. Ri mdy didu hoa trong chiée xe hoi thué ctia chiing t6i tit ngim. L& ndo moi thir déu phai tra gi vy sao?

Heaven va t6i vao siéu thi Ralph's, toi dimg do tai ch?).' Ho ban Jolt Cola. Pay la mon cola ua thich cua i hdi nhing nam tam muoi, tir do i gio' toi
khong hé thay no nira. Thé ma n6 day, hét hang ndy ndi tiép hang khac. C6 mit s6 loai thirc an, thirc uong khong dugc san xuat ticp nira va toi nhe
chiing nhi€u hon mirc cho phép.

Aspen Soda 1a mdt loai soda c6 vi tdo, gan glong nhu 7-UP vi tao. N6 duoc Pepsi san xudt nhu mot thirc udng thir nghiém, va toi phai long nd, song
ngay trong namdo no lai bi ngung san xudt. ROi ¢6 ca ngii cde Quisp, ngii cde Team, ¢ keo Reggie, loai keo thoi ma Reggie Jackson ki ngudi dai dién,
Munchos, thir khoai tay chién nhe, xp trong tti miu cam sang, Funyons, khoai tay chién vi hanh bén trong cac vong hanh rén (hién tai thinh thoang ban
van co thé trong thiy), va tat nhién ca pizza vi Taco tai Pizza Hut. That dau don khi phai nghi réng t6i s& chéng bao gi¢y dwoc ném nhing thir d6 nira. Toi
gAn nhur nghe duoc bai nhac nén ctia phim Brian's Song khi nhé dén ching,



Nhung ddy, ngay trurde miét t6i, 1 ca mdt nii Jokt. Toi c6 dién moi khong mua hét timg lon mot. Toi di iy gio hang, bat dau tém iy ching tir trén ke.
"Cau dang lam gi ddy?", Heaven hoi khi thiy t6i ciing chiéc gio da diy phéan nira.

"Ho ban Jolt!"

"Thi sao?"

"C6 khong nhé Jolt sao? N6 i mon soda t6i thich nhat tir trurde tdi nay. N6 ¢6 nhiéu caffeine t6i mirc ¢6 thé danh thirc duoc ca mdt cai xac chét."

"Khong, nhung t0i nhG Tab", ¢ nang budn rau ndi. Toi dam chac hign tai cd nang dang w6t qua danh sach ciia chinh minh trong dau vé cdc mon do
khong dugc san xuat nita. "Ca Bap rang Maisie's White nita." Thay chua? "The cdu dinh lam gi? Mua hét timg lon mdt a?", ¢6 nang hoi.

"U", 61 n6i thiing thin, tiép tuc chit Jolt vao gié hang

"Bugc thoi", c6 nang n6i R&i khong 15 mot nhip, 6 nang bét du cling t6i thu thip nhimg lon Jolt, chét vao gid hang. Toi biét ¢6 nang s& hiéu va hin s&
lam dicu tuong tu.

Bit chot, t6i cho ring diéu quan trong nhét thé giéi ddi véi t6i 1 tim mdt i Tab cho c6 nang,

Trong ltic ching t6i dtmg xép hang chés thanh toan véi hai gid day Jolt, Heaven quay sang toi, ddy phan khoi, véi diu hiéu ctia mot chiée bong dén sang
16a trén dav, cho thay c6 nang dang c6 mdt y tudng,

"Mudn choi ddu vt bang ngon cai khong?"!, ¢6 nang hoi. Py I diéu khién co nang phin khoi. Pau ¢ ti quay mong mong,
"0 day 4? Ngudi ta ddu c6 choi vat ngon céi khi dimg xép hing mua tap hoa."

"Cau khong lam thé 42"

"Khong, gibng nhur vét tay dy. C6 cn phai ngdi xudng "

"T6i khong biét ddy."

"Gity ¢b biét rdi ddy", 16i ndi, ap tirc bt dAu nhic nhich ngdn cai dé khoi dong cho trin du sip t6i.
Khi chiing t6i ra ngoai, dién thoai cua t6i kéu, d6 1a Phil.

"Chao, ban yéu", cau ta noi.

"Chao, Phil", t6i n6i, khong chéic chin minh nén déi mit thé ndo véi tinh hudng vé& Sarah.

"L.A. thé nao?", cau ta hoi.

"Tuyét im", t6i noi. Toi dao mit voi Heaven, ¢ nang c6 vé boi rdi vi khong hiu tai sao t6i dao mt.
"Vay, o...", cau ta kip bép, "Ban nhac thé nio?""

"Pua bon né hop dong rdi. Thue ra, ¢ t6i hai hop ddng trén ban bon nd."

"Hai a?"

"U. Darren Rosenthal ciing ngo 1i."

"Chét tiét", cu ta nming,

"U", 61 n6i. "Thé nén bay gior phai chd xem."

"Chét tiét", cau ta lai noi.

"U", t6i dép. Roi ching t6i im king trong mdt phiit. C6 mdt con voi khong 16 dimg théing bang trén mdt qua bong, hit theo giai diéu, nhung chéing ai trong
chiing t6i nhic t6i nd. Va t6i s€ khong Ién tiéng,

"Puoc roi, ngudi anh em Nghe ngéng duoc gi thi goi cho t6i nhé", cau ta noi.
"Vay thoi ? Cau khong dinh n6i dén s that ring cau dang 'choi Sarah sao?"" That quéa khé dé t6i khong ndi gi

"O", chu ta ndi, rdi im Eing mdt lic 1au.



"Gi co?"", Heaven hét én. "C4u ta 'choi’ Sarah? Sarah ctia cau 4? Sarah dién 4y a?""

"Suyt", t6i n6i voi Heaven, vay tay xua ¢ ning,

"Ban yéu 4, t6 ¢6 thé noi gi day?", Phil néi. "N da xay ra roi."

"U", t6i n6i.

"Oi Chia oi!", Heaven néi. Toi ban cho ¢6 nang anh mét ngu ¥ bao cd ning im king. C6 nang che miéng bang ca hai tay, trong rat sbc.

"Nghe ndy, dai khdi B n6 da xdy ra", ciu ta noi. "Té khong do 16i cho cau vé vie cam thiy buc boi. Nhung hity nhé hdi hoc dai hoc, khi o mé mét
Marnie Willians, va cgu lai di hen ho ¢6 ay? Hodc. .. hodc... lan no khi ca hai ching ta thiy c6 nang toc vang tai lang Ngbc nghéch ay? C6 nang da coi
40 nguc va dé trén quay bar ay?"

"M6n dd ma ciu nhét vao tii khi c6 nang di vao nha vé sinh dy a? C6, t6 nhé."

"Bing, chinh x4c", cu ta n6i. "Té o duge chiée 40 ngue, va cu thi dit duoc ¢b nang vé nha."

"Phil, nhiing viéc d6 chang lién quan gi ca. Bimg dua nhau. Tét ca nhing diéu cau nhic t6i chi dé phuc vu cho muc dich duy nhét 1 che gidu kiéu xét nét
Y Van clia cdu, cing sy coi thuong tréng tron tinh ban giia ching ta. Gidng nhur mot gi dén cira hang tap hoa va mua hai muroi d6 d6 dac minh khong
can, dé che glau sur thét ring ga t6i d6 mua bang vé sinh cho ban gai. Hay dan 6ng mot chit di. Hay budc dén quiy thu ngan chi voi mdt hop Tampax to,
nhur thé it nht t& ciing s€ co mdt chut ton trong danh cho cau."

"Sarah can Tampax? That ky la, vi..."

"Oi, trdi of", 61 néi. An dy v6i Phil chi hoan toan phi cong, T6i ching hiéu tai sao minh lai ban tam lm nhur thé nira.

"Céaubyc a?", cau ta hoi.

Toi suy ngh mjt phit. Va s that &, t6i khong hé. Sarah i con 4c mdng, gat bo duoc 6 ta thue sy | mdt giai thodt. Ban dAu ¢ ta rat tuyét, nhur hiu
hét moi ¢6 gai, nhung 6¢ dao tuyét voi do s& nhanh chong hoa thanh ao anh. Téi da trai qua nhiing nam sau d6 song mot cude doi kho khan, bude di
trong sa mac day cay dang, thi thoang chay loan nhu mot g3 dién, d1101 theo bong ma hanh phiic minh tirng c6, nhung khi gio tay ra chi chup dwoc mot
namcat Hién gio Ay 4? Sau khi dén vi Phil, ¢6 ta s& khong bao o ¢b giing quay lai vai toi nita, t6i biét mi. Va viée d6, ban than nd, da i mdt sy ctru
101 V6i doi.

"Khong, khong hé. Té khong buc. Néu c6 ta khién cau hanh phiic, thi t¢ chiic phiic cho ca hai ngudi."

"Tét. Nghe duge thé that tt. D6 ly do tai sao vu vé Tampax lai ky la, vi néu cd ta cin no, thibon t6 s& & trong hoan canh hoan toan khac."

"Céu dang noi cai gi vay?"

"Se}rah co thaj", Phil n(')ir Timt6i |p tirc dép déq Toi nghi lai thoi gian ¢6 ta va t6i c6 cudc tinh co - t6i that [a qua thiéu suy xét - cudc lam tinh qua ngu
ngoc, ngu ngdc, ngu ngdc kia. Toi nghi thit k§ d€ nhd xem minh cé ding bao cao su khong.

"C6 thai kiéu gi?", t6i hoi.

"0, thdi ndo. Cau biét chuyén d6 thé nao ma. Lam gi ¢6 ai co thai it hay ¢6 thai nhiéu. Hogic ¢6 thai, hodc khong, vay thoi."
"Y & Ia... bao nhiéu ngay... tudn... lay Chiia, bao nhiéu thang?"

"Cau hoi hay d4y", Phil ni. Toi thdy choang,

"Té clip may day, Phil."

"Pugc thoi. Nhung cu gin to a?"

"Khong, & khong gian cau', t6i noi. Toi ciip miy, nghi ring minh sip non t6i noi.

HEAVEN

Brady xanh mét. Va t6i khong c6 ¥ xanh kiéu tuoi tin hay thiéu kinh nghigm. Y t6i I, cAu ta xanh mét nhur tau 4 chudi. Mau xanh 14 ciy. Va ciu ta trong
nhu sap non téi noi.

"Cau biét 'vagina dentata - ring am dao' 1 gi khong?" T6i hoi dé cdu ta phan tim khoi diéu dang quiy ray trong tAm tri.
"Ha?" Cu ta héi lai, hoan toan mo hd.

"Vagina dentata - ring &mdao", t6i ndi lai.



"O.... chiing phéi d6 & mdt album ctia Canh sét sao?" Cau ta van c6 thé tur duy khi bi 4p Ic.
"Khong, d6 1a Zenyatta Mondatta", t6i noi.
"Vay thi khong, Toi khong biét 'vagina gi d6' 1 gi"

"Dentata. D6 1a mit chung sg hii & dan 6ng. Ho ngiﬁréng am dao phu nit cd nhitng chiée rang nhon. Thé nén ho so, khong dam dua ctia quy vao, vi s¢
s bi can dat."

"Vui thit ddy."

"T61 khong dung chuyén dau."

"Chuyén do thi sao?"

""T6i chi tur hoi liéu cau da tirmg nghe t6i nd chua."

"Vi... sao?"

"T6i khong biét. C6 vé nhur cau cin phén tam mdt chit", toi néi trong lic doc thanh phan nguyén liéu trén mot lon Jolt.
"Thé nén ¢6 n6i v6i ti vé amdao co rang?"

"A ha", t6i noi.

"C6 biét khong? Céi kiéu phan tam nhur vdy, t6i khong cn."

"Pugc thoi. Xin Ibi. Xi", t6i n6i. "Gio mudn choi vat ngon cai khong?", toi hoi.
"Khong" Cau ta md cSp xe, bt dau chét Jolt vao. Thé nén toi gitp.

"T61 ¢6 ba muroi rang’, t6i noi trong kic nang mdt 16¢ sau lon Jolt diit vao cdp xe. "Khong phai & am dao, hién nhién 1di- ma & trong miéng" Brady
khong n6i gi. "Hau hét moi ngudi ¢d hai muroi tamrang. Nhung mdt khuon rang hoan chinh ¢6 ba muroi hai rang, Bon céi bi nhd khi rang khén moc n."

"Vay sao?", Brady vo t6 ra hung thu.

"Toi ting ¢6 ba muroi hai ring. Va rdi khi mot chiéc ring khon bi nho, ti con ba muoi mdt. Toi ghét vige d6. N6 khong déu. Sudt ca néim toi ludn cam
thay mi€ng minh bi Iéch. T6i nghii d6 1a ndm 1998. Nhung r6i ndm 1999 t6i dugc xtr Iy not bén kia, the 1a moi thir tot hon nhiéu."

"Vui ghé."
"Giéng nhur phong thity trong miéng 4y."
"Phai roL."

"Nhung t6i chra bao gioy nhd ¢ hai cai ring kia dé c6 khuon ring hai muoi tam chiée binh thurong, Viéc d6 ciiing khong sao. Ba muroi cai 1 t6i hanh
phiic r61." Brady va:mkhf)ng ndi gi. "Ca mdp thi c6 nhi€u hang rang."

"Dimg lai di", Brady bong nhién n6i. "Toi khong thé nghe thémndi vé rang nita. T6i khong mudn nghe vé ring trong miéng ¢f... ring trong am dao... ring
ca map... ding ndi vé rang nira."

"T61 khong c6 rang trong am dao", t6i dao mit v6i ciu ta. "Cau c6 biét toi duge sinh vao lic 5 gio 21 phit chiéu khong?"
"C6 dang lam gi vay?", c4u ta hoi.

"Y cu 14 sa0?"! t6i hoi lai.

"C6 cir néi méi vé nhig chuyén ngd ngAn. Tai sao?"

"T6i chi dang tro chuyén thoi."

"Thoi, dimg", Brady noi. Va ching ti chét ndt 1c Jolt cubi cing vao xe.

C6 mdt b tim cho ch6 & ddy, thir ma ti nghi Strummer cin duoc tréi nghigm. Thir nhat I, n6 chi m6i timg t6i cong vién cho ché, chira bao gio t6i bai
bién cho chd. Nhung t6i cting khong biet li€u n6 da bao gid thay bién chura.

Brady va t6i bit dau di vé phia tdy. Khi t6i bi bién, ching t6i thdy mdt thir minh chura bao gior trai nghiém. Toan ché i ché. Toi chra bao gior thdy chd &



ctng mt chd nhiéu nhur vy. Strummer phét cudng lén.
"Thang nhéc dang & trong thién dudng chd nhi, t6i ndi véi Brady, cau ta nhin Strummer va mim cuoi.

"C6 mot g bude vao phong kham thiy cting con chd, dét n6 1én ban kham", Brady n6i. "Bac sinhin con cho va n6i, "Toi xin 16i, nhung con ché ctia
ngai chét roi."

Toi lap tirc nhin quanh xem c6 con ché nio trong tim nghe khong, va qua the cd mdt con Border Collie cach ching tdi khoang ba budc chan.
"Suyt!", T6i n6i v6i Brady. "Bumg ndi vé ché chét & ddy. Cau s& im miy con ctn dang thurong khong vui."

"Pua thoi ma."

"Ché chét khong phai chuyén dua."

"C6 khong chiu dé 6i ké cho hét."

"Con ch6 ¢6 sdng lai khong?", t6i hoi.

"T6i ké ndt duge khong?"

"Puoc thdi", t6i noi.

"Thé Ia béc si thir y n6i, "Tdi xin 16i, nhung con ché cta ngai da..."", Brady thi thao, "chét'. Ga kia 16}, "Toi mudn két qua chan doan thir hai. Thé 1 bac si
thuymochuong, tha ra mdt con ché tha moi. Con nay hit ngiri con cho kia, Iy chan dung vao nd, rdi dong tinh ring nd da chét. Thé 1a gi kia lai nbi,
"T6i muon két qua cha;l dodn thr ba'. Bac si thl y mo mt chudng khéc, tha ra con meo. Con meo di vong quanh con chd, quan sat. Xong, né ciing
dong y con cho6 da chet. "Bugce 161, g kia néi. "Vay t6i phai tra bao nhiéu tién day?' 'Nam trim do', bac si thiy néi. 'Gi co? Ong ly cua t0i ndm tram
d6 chi dé noi voi toi rang con cho ctia t61 da chét a?' 'Nay', bac si thil y noi, 'ngai mai 1a nguoi doi bao céo tir con chd tha mdi va két qua soi ctia con

A"

meo ma'.

Va rdi chung t6i im lang mdt ic, chi xem Iii cho choi dua. Strummer cé vé sg nude. N6 chay doc theo mép murde, nhung rut chan lai mdi lAn song danh
Vao.

Toi xén quan jean, bude xuong mot chit dé nd thay rang khong sao, nhung nd van khong nhic nhich. Cho t6i khi né thiy mdt con chim Mot con hai au
bay sa xubng, Strummer bat d4u dudi theo, dudi dén tan bién. Tt nhién con hai du dang bay, nén Strummer s& ching c6 co hdi ndo i gan duogc, nhung
nd khong blqt vi€c ndy. Chi thoang qhoc t01 da thay Strummer 101 trong nurée. DO la diéu dang yéu nhét toi timg chimg kién. Toi cam thiy nhu mot vi
phu huynh day tu hao, va t6i nghe tiéng Brady hoan hd tir cho céu ta dang ngoi.

"Ht! Puoc Bm, Strummer! Nhoc con!", ciu ta hét. Toi quay lai, théy Brady nhay nhot trong niém tu hao tuong tu. Toi Vﬁy cau ta lai, cau ta budc xuéng
choi cting chiing t61 du6i nuée.

Gid thi Strummer dang vui vé t6i mirc khong muén 1én bo. Ching t6i té nu6e, choi thémmodt gio nita. Dudng nhur ching t61 da quén di hét moi van dé
cua minh. Ngay khoanh khac ndy, chi c6 ba chiing t6i, choi dua tai bai bién danh cho chéd dudi anh nang California.

Va 1di dién thoai ciia Brady rung lén.

"Chao?", cdu ta n6i. "Chao, Sam! Em thé ndo?" T6i nhin biéu cam ciia cau ta chuyén tir phan khoi sang gian dir chi sau khoang ndm giy. "Aha. A ha.
Wow... U, thé hin Ia rat tuyét. U, Eddie Vedder... ciu ta xin day. Nhung, tAt ca nhimg san phim gan day ciia ciu ta hoan toan nham nhi, d6 lai
chuyén khéc..." Cau ta nghe thém mot lic, nhit lén mot vién d4 1n trong c4t va rang sitc némno that manh. "Nghe nay, chiéu t6i nay em gip anh dugc
chr? Bung ky thir gi vdi han ca. Hira nhé?"

Brady dang d6 md hoi, toi ghét phéi thiy cau ta cing thing thé nay. Cu ta clip méy, trong nhur thé sip phét nd téi noi.

"Chuyén gi vay?", t6i hoi.

"Ban trai c6 dan bon nho ra ngoai udng ruou tdi qua cing Pearl Jam."

"Anh ta khong phai ban trai to1."

"Sao ciing duoc. Thang Darren Rosen khon-kiép d6 di sap xép dé bon nho dwoc gip Eddie Vedder t6i qua. Noi xem, lam thé quéi ndo t6i ¢6 thé canh
tranh duoc voi chiéu do?"

"Méc xac Pearl Jam chir", t6i ndi. "Ai ma quan tam?"
"Bon nh6 quan tim! C6 phai nghe duoc bon né phan khich dén ¢& no."

"Bon nhé s& gip cau hom nay chir?"



"U", cdu ta n6i. "Ching ta phai quay vé Hollyweird."
"T6t. Nghe ndy, phut 89 van chura hét tran ma. Téi hoan toan ¢6 niém tin ring ciu s& tom durge nhom nay. Toi biét ma."
"Vay sa0?" Brady hoi v6i niém tin trdng ngang ngira voi lic mot ké ba chuc tudi duoc nghe ring Thé Phyc sinh c6 thit.

"Thét ma. Toi i ba ddng ddy. Chinh hiéu ludn. Tir trude gid rdi. Va t6i biét cau s& ky duoc hop ddng véi nhém nay. Thé nén t6i ¢6 chit niém tin. Toi
hira day."

"Néu c6 da ndi vay...", cau ta midn cudng. Roi ching t6i iy do, roi khoi d6.

Trén dudng trd lai khach san, ching ti ghé vao mt cira hiéu 7-Eleven vi t6i mudn mua Shirpee. Bdng nhién, bt thinh finh, Brady quy sup xung.
"Oi Chia oi", Brady thét Ién. "Khong thé nao! Giéng nhu hom nay 1 sinh nhat ciia 61, két hop chung v6i ca Gidng sinh nira!"

"Cau dang n6i cai gi vay? Dung Ién!" T6i n6i, kéo Brady dimg dy khoi san.

"Nhin kia!"

"Nhin céi gi m6i dugc?"

"Munchos! Va Funyons. Bay gid c6 khong thé mua ching nira."

"R& rang 1 ¢ thé ma", t6i noi.

"That khong thé ndo tin ndi", cau ta ndi trong lic bt dau tom nhimg g6i khoai chién ra khoi ké, theo diing nghia den. "Gi thé nay? Pay that I mt thanh
pho vang! Los Angeles la ving dat ctia do an vat sao?"

"Oi, khong. Lam on ndi v6i t6i 1 cau s& khong mua sach tit ca chd nay di."
"Dep di, t6i mua hét."
"Chiia of", t6i noi. Va rdi toi gilip cau ta tom nhirng g6i Funyons, Munchos con lai.

Gio thl ghiéc xe thure sur bi triu xuéng v} phﬁn sau. Ching t6i thué mot chiéc xe bén cira, nhm]g g0 khdng con chd dé l?ét ¢t ai hodc bat ¢t mdt 261 dd
an d6 udng ndo lach vao dugc nita. Sang mai ching t6i cling s€ tdi Seattle, nén t6i khong chac Brady dinh lam gi véi tat cd nhitng thir nay.

Dién thoai ciia t6i kéu, 1 Sydney. Ké tir ic dén déy t6i van chua néi chuyén véi co dy, va co dy gian.

"Un.. chao. Con nhé minh khong?", ¢ 4y hoi.

"Tét nhién roi!", t6i dap. "Vu gi vay? Van dang bam tru & New York nhi?"

"U. Céu nén goi cho t6 chir!"

"Té xin 16i. T& phai chay quanh sudt."

"Poan xem t6 m6i im gi?", ¢6 Ay hoi.

"T6 khong tudng tuong dugc."

"Té wira tao mot tai khoan PayPal."

"Pé mua sim trén eBay 42" T6i hoi, vi ddy chinh i Iy do t6i tao tai khoan PayPal.

"Khéng", Sydney n6i, hoan toan nghiém tic. "Boén lai di?"

"Té khong biét."

"T6 vira tao mot Quy nguc”, ¢d ban toi tur hao tuyén bo. Toi doi chiée dién thoai xa khoi tai, nhin no. Toi ciing khong bict tai sao minh m vay. C6 & dé
tur Jam mmh thay hirng thi. Khi t6i dua dién thoai trd lai tai, ¢6 ay van dang ndi. "The thi dén sinh nhat hai muroi sau tudi, d€ tiang qua cho chinh minh, t&
da quyet dinh mua cho ban than mdt bd ngyrec moi."

"Oi tro..", i noi.

"Nhung t6 khong ¢ du tién, thé nén t6 tao mdt website dé moi ngudi c6 thé quyén tién cho Quy ngure mdi ting Sydney, t& dit link tir trang Friendster
va MySpace ctia t& toi d6."



"Céu dia chic."

"Khong, 6 hoan toan nghiém tiic. Va moi nguoi da quyén gop rdi! Cau tin ndi khong? C6 mot triim nim muroi ba d6 va sau muroi bay xu trong tai
khoan."

"Khong, 6 hoan toan khong tin. VA ai mi quyén sau muoi bay xu nhi, t6 mudn biét cai do."
"Ai ban tam chir? Tuyét that ddy. Sao 6 khong nghi toi viée nay trrde day nhi?"

"Vi lic d6 céu tinh tao hon chang?"

"No... Am dun... xin chao", ¢ 4y ndi. "Sao ciing duoc... dat thanh bén kia thé nao?"

"Tét. Bon t6 rat vui."

"Néu c6 dam goi viéc Darren Rosenthal diéu miy thing ngdi sao nhac rock trurée mit ban nhac tiém ning cta c6 1 vui, thi ding 1 vui that ddy", Brady
hét én.

"Cau ta hét cai gi vdy? Darren Rosenthal, Darren Rosenthal ctia c4u dy 42", Syd hoi.
"Khong, khong phai Darren Rosenthal ctia t¢, nhung ding, i ngudi ciu biét dy."

"0, chinh i Darren Rosenthal ctia ¢6 4y ddy", Brady xen vio. "C6 s& rat vui néu biét Heaven va Darren da tai hop!" Roi cu ta bat dau hat mdt bai hdi

thdp nién bay muroi cua Peaches & Herb, "Tai hgp, cam giac thaaat vuuui!",
"Cai gi?", Sydney hoi.

"Cau im miéng duoc khong?"! i n6i voi Brady. "Ching c6 gi dau'", toi ndi vao dién thoai. "Nghe ndy, it phit nita Brady s& gip ban nhac, t6 s& goi lai
cho cau sau."

Toi ctip may, trimg niit nhin Brady, cau ta dang l4i xe, nhin théing v& phia trudc.

"Cau bj cai gi vay ha?", t0i n6i.

"Nigoai moi thir ra Ay 42", cau ta hoi lai.

"Toi d n6i gl voi cdu lic niy chir? Thoi cing thing di. Cau s& o duoc hop dong, Cau s& bude khoi budi hen véi cai hop dong"

"U.... thi 6 n6i thé."

"T6i tin vao cau'”, t6i noi. Cau ta nhin sang toi, 1An dAu tién. "Chuyén do s€ xay ra. Toi hira déiy."

"Camon", cau ta néi. Ching t6i l4i xe vao 10i xe chay ctia khich san Hyatt, Strummer va t6i nhay xudng, con Brady lai xe di gap ban nhac.
Ban dang doc truyén Anh Chang Ngu Ngo' Va C6 Nang Réic Réi duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full . Net.

Chwong 31: BRADY

Ban hiéu cam giéc khi xem nhitng clip nhac, nhitng bo phim, nganh gii tri, va ban nghi, "Wow, cong viéc d6 ¢4 vé tuyét that nhil". Hir, khong dau! Viée
dat dugc thanh cong déu gan nhur bat kha thi.

Ctr mdt nghin ty ké mudn trd thanh nha phé binh 4m nhac, thi chi cd mdt Lester Bangs. Vi mdt nghin nghin ty gi im A&R, méi c6 mot Clive Davis
hodc David Geffen. Va dit ban xem dudi goc d6 nio di nita, thi Cameron Crowe chi la mdt gi dé tién. TAt nhién hin tai ning kinh khing, nhung ai ma
duge viét cho tap chi Rolling Stones & tudi murdi lim chir? Ai mi duge viét nhitng bd phim thién tai nhur Fast Times at Ridgemont Hight, Say Anything,
Singles, va Almost Famous chir? Da bao gioy thét bai chura viy, Cameron? Va Chiia oi, gi nay con dugc cudi ¢d nang nong bong trong nhém Heart! (O,
61 quén mét Vanilla Sky. Han la Cameron Crowe ciing khong phai bt kha chién bai. Nhung tinh t6i lic ndy, g ta van ¢6 duoc thanh turu qua dang né.)

A, 16i thi ngdi trén it kia clia hing rio, trong vi tri mit bén kia ctia dia nhac. (Nhac nén Hy cam himg tir Some Kind of Wonderful) O vi trf ciia t0i, t0i
¢6 ba tram sdu muroi tur d6 la trong tai khoan ngan hang doanh nghiép cta minh, mdt 4 dién c6 thé dang mang thai dira con ctia 61, khong c6 mjt album
nao lot Top 20 mang nhén hiéu ctia minh - thdm chi Top 1000 ciing khong - va t6i kha chac chan I3 méi toc trén dau minh dang dan rung hét.

T6i db lai noi s& gip ban nhac, tat ca bon ching déu dang nhin chiim chiim vao xe ctia toi.


http://ebookfull.net

"Anh oi. .. cai quy gi vay?", Sam noi.

vps

"0, may c4i ndy a?" Toi n6i khi nhén ra ching dang n6i vé rit nhiéu tdi db an viit chiém chd trong chiéc xe. Toi giai thich vé nhiing mon an da Au minh
khong dugc thiy, bon ching bt dau pha Ién cuoi.

"Sao anh mang miy c4i niy vé nha dugc?", Justin hoi.

"Anh nghi i anh can giao di. Vi thuc ra tir day anh s& di Seattle."

"C6 g & Seattle?"" Sam hoi. Toi khong mudn ndi voi cdu nhoc vé Howard Schultz, Stra qué va ké hoach im giu, vi t6i mudn cu nhéc nghi t0i trung
thanh voi céng ty ghi &m ctia minh. T6i nhur theé thit ma, néu bon nhé cho t6i co hdi dé thue sy trung thanh. Téi cuc ky nudi hy vong voi nhom ndy.
Nhung néi thé thi gdy ap hxc cho bon nhd qua. Toi ra khéi xe, di cting bon nhd vao cho luyén tap.

"Chi ghé tham vai ngudi ban & d6 thoi", t6i noi

"Tuyét. Anh nghe nay", Samn6i. "Darren dé nghi cho bon em murdi nghin d6 dé thu dm thir."

"Nhiéu tién thit d4y", t6i ndi trong lic tréi tim ching xubng tan bao tir, va dich mt thi trio én c6 hong,

"Anh chi muén hoi 13.... ring do 1 tién hén tra trude cho bon em hay ki tién hén s& dau tur cho thoi gian & studio?”

"Thoi gian & studio”, Samnoi. "Nay, ca dam bon em thie sy thich anh', cau nhoc lai noi, va toi cémthéy nhu minh d3 bi vat sang bén. Liic ndo cling vay.
BSng nhién t6i cam thiy nhu minh dang hoc 16p nam, dimg trén sén choi trong ch’iéc quan dai miu cam soc xanh duong, va Danielle Boranski noi vi toi
rang Stuart Anrstrong da ting cho nang chiéc sandwich bo déu phong va mit, the nén nang s€ tré thanh ban gai cua Stuart ngay sau bita trra. "Nhung
van d¢ 1a, Darren c6 tién d€ thurc hién nhirng 161 hira." Toi dang wde gi minh cd mdt chiec sandwich bo dau phdng va mirt d€ dua cho Sam "Nhung bon
em thyre sy thich anh, anh ban."

"Camon", t61 noL Y 13, ban s& 16i cai quy quai gi k khi chi ¢6 ba tram sau muroi tu d6 la trong tai khoan cong ty? "Nay... anh blet la duoc gip Pearl Jam
61 qua thl rat tuyét, va Darren rat xin, hdn s& cd ging cho cac em trai nghiém cudc sbng dang cAp", t6i néi. "Nhung s thire van 1 cudi ndm, Darren phai
tr1nh~d1¢n Vi s€p, va néukhi d6 cac em khong dat dugc tAm mirc ho nghi trong dau, thi cac emtoi." Bon nho nhin nhau, bét dau g ting, Day 1a dicu
t61 van con lam dugce. Long trung thanh.

"(Z bon em biét", Ethan ndi. "Viée d6 thuc dangsg."

"U, v6i anh s& khong nhur thé. 'Nhu anh da n6i voi bon em, anh s& bt dau tir co ban, va gifp cac em c6 moi thir. Anh tin ring ching ta s& Am nén
chuyén ngay Jan dau, nhung néu viée d6 khong xay ra, thi s& co co hoi thir hai, thir ba. Bao nhiéu lan ciing dwoc. Khi cac em thu 4m xong, anh s& sip

xép cho céc em gip mot dai ly gioi. V4, sau khi lién hé véi ho, anh khong nghi ngd gl viée ¢6 thé cho cac em di dién tour, va d6 1 ic cac em s& co duoc
lrong fan 16n hon."

"Bon em thich cai do déiy", Samndi, va ca bon git dhu déng y.
"Anh s& ammdt chién dich I6n, quang ba day trén dudng, khip noi trén toan qudc”, ti n6i tiép. "Va anh s& dura chiéc dia dén bét ctr chd nao c6 thé,
nhim t6i moi noi cac em can hién dién... Moi cira hang ban 1é 1on trén mang, moi chudi cira tiém I6n, moi g4 indie siéu xin. Ca 6ng ba cha me cing nghe

ludn, phan khiic ny hay bi cac hang dia Ion lam ngo. Vi nira, anh s& dura dia nhac kn céc cira hang, chudi ban I nurée ngoai, va chiing ta ciing ¢6 thé
ky hop ddng hop tAc riéng voi cac em & mrdc ngodi - dong nghia voi cac em dugc trye tiép nhan tién tra trude."

"Nghe da that", tit ca ching dong y.
"V nita, anh khong biét cac em c thich khong, nhung ching ta 6 thé dura nhac ctia cac em én TV hogc phim."
"Quang cao xe hoi?", Justin noi.

"Khong ¢6 quang co xe hoi gi hét", Sam noi. Rdi cAu nhoc lai thém, "Trir phi gié t5t". Cé bon dap tay voi nhau. "Brady, bon em thyc thich tinh céch ctia
anh. That day! Nhung nghi€m tic ma ndi, anh ban, nhitng murdi nghin d6."

Tét ca nhimg thir ndy cling idng nhur thir ma Darren dua ra chao moi bon nhé. Nhung sy khac biét la, thé gidi ctia Darren c6 mot chudi quyén Iyc
khong ton tai trong thé gi6i ciia t6i. Hn 1 phai nghe 161 nguoi khac, t6i thi khong. Do do, néu sép ctia Darren béo bo bon nho di... hén s& Bm vay. Con ti

¢6 cé 1ong trung thanh. M6t mai nha chéic chan. Moi ngudi déu mudn cam thiy an toan, va sy an toan d6 1 diéu duy nht t6i co thé dem lai. Darren thi
khong,

"Céc em dang mudn néi B néu khong phai Darren Rosenthal dua murdi nghin do tién ghi 4mra chao moi, thi cac em s& ky voi anh?"
"Chéc chin Iubn", Samn6i, va hai nhoc con lai gat dau voi cau ta.

"Thét chir?", t01 hoi.



"Tram phan tram'", ca bon ndi. Toi suy nghi. Toi nghil kha lau, nghi rat k¥ - trong it nhét ba muroi bay gidy.

"Anh s& bo ra tirong duong”, t6i ndi. "Anh ciing s& bd murdi nghin vao viée thu thir ctia cac em. Va anh tham chi ¢6 thé 161 kéo nhitng ngudi quan tim va
danh nhiéu thoi gian ctia studio d€ ghi am toan b album ctia cac em."

"Tuyét", Samndi. "Vay bon em tham gia."

"That chir?" Téi ndi, hanh phtic dén mubn khéc. Cudi ciing moi thir ciing di diing hudng, Vay thi hita hen murdi nghin d6 m minh khong 6 thi nghia Iy gi
dau chir?

"Vang", Samn6i. "Bon em dang ky vong [ anh s& n6i viy. D6 khong phai moi diéu bon em mubn tir anh. Chi i bon em can nhitng co hoi twong tir tai
phong thu."

"Anh s& khién bon em twr hao", t0i n6i. "Anh hira." Va khi n6i "Anh hira", t0i nghii dén sur that réing d6 a nhimg tir gin day nhét Heaven da noi vi toi
trur6e khi ra khoi xe. C6 nang hira voi t6i rang viée voi ban nhac s€ on. C6 nang da ding. Toi khong biét lam sao ¢6 nang ¢ nhiéu niém tin dén vay, vi
t61 thay tinh hudng nay nhur nghin can treo soi tdc, nhung giod thi toi rat non noéng duoc ke lai voi c6 nang,

Toi bt dau tur hoi liéu co nang ¢6 & trong phong khéch san khong, Lan trude khi bi t6i bo lai, ¢ nang da md 1én giwong Darren Rosenthal. Nghi gién do,
tim t6i bat dau dap nhanh. That dién khing! T6i chi dang d€ mat t6i Heaven d€ ¢ nang khong chung cha véi Darren, hoac dé mat téi ban nhac dé bao
dam chiing khong chung cha véi Darren. Thang nay ding I3 cai gai cuc to trong niit toi.

Nhung Superhero vira dong y ky hop dong vai t6i, nén it nhat t6i c6 thé yén tm vu nay. Chét tiét that! Cudi cling t6i ciing c6 thé thd phao vé chuyén do.

"Va, anh ban...", Sqmnéi "Anh dang lai xe khz’ip Los Angelezs mua Emyom va da thir linh tinh. Bon em ¢co thé nho me giri cho anhrrf)ithéngmf)t hop,
vay thi anh khong can phai lam gi khing mang theo ca md ho I6n the nay trong xe."

"Tuyét ddy. Vay anh s& chi cin mang theo mdt it trén duong thoi."
"Sao ciling dugc, 6ng anh", Sam ndi.

Va 1di t6i budt miéng, trurde ca khi nhin ra minh dang nghi t6i Heaven. "Nay, anh syc nhé dén thoi, nhung. . . em c6 tinh ¢& biét chd ndo quanh day ¢6
Tab khong?"

"Co, me em uéng ma", Justin ndi

"That khong?"

"That. C6 khi trong nha em con mdt it ddy. Anh mudn mdt lon khong?"

"Lamsao lai d& dang vay dugc", t6i ndi lon, du day thue sy chi 1 ndi voi chinh minh.

"Anh mudn khong?"!, cau nhéc lai hoi.

"Puoc cha?"

"Em thi chéing udng thir d6. Tét nhién 1 dugc." Justin roi di, It sau quay lai cling mdt lon mau hbng 1an hat dé c6 logo Tab mau trang bén trén. D6 thuc
sur la mot trong nhitng logo hay ho nhét trong lich sir. Nhung nghi t6i viéc Heaven s& phan khoi thé nao khi trong thiy n6 con dem dén cam giac ngot
ngio gip boi. D6 1a néu hién tai co nang khong dang lam tinh v6i Darren.

Lai xe 1o khoi chd ctia ban nhac, t6i sudng té hét khoang by gidy. Toi thang rdi. Bon nho s& ky hop dong véi toi. Ban nhac cia toi. Doi thit dep!

Va ro1 moi thu ngAm vao dau 101, ro rang hon. T6i wvira hira hen murdi nghm do lama mlnh khong hé co. Nhlmg phai co cach chir. Nghl dl, Brady nghl
J ohnny Cash hay chiéc hop an trura Land of the Lost chinh hleu

T6i lai bt dAu c6 cam gidc lanh nguoi, pmén bénh. Thé nén t6i ¢b ging nghi dén nhimg thir lam minh hanh phtc. Can con? Tién hrong? Heaven? Thit
x6ng khoi. Thit xong khoi la an toan nhat. Toi yéu thit xong khoi. Toi yéu thit xong khoi t6i mire ¢6 the viet mot bai tho ve no. Toi cling 1 ke ham md pho
mat dén dién dao. Mot the gidi thieu pho mét... t61 s€ khong muon song trong the gidi nhur vay.

Khong duge roi. Toi tot md hoi trong khi dicu hoa dang bat hét ¢, Mot khoi khi © at pha vé phia t6i, nhung khong giip tinh cénh kha hon chit no.
Moi thit déu On, t6i chi can hit thd thoi. Toi tu tran tinh. Toi hi€u cong viée nay ma.

Ban co thé n6i vé cac dé muc thoa thuén, xudt ban, hop dong biéu dlen, dat tour lru dién, cho t6i khi kho ¢b hong, nhung tét ca chiang 14 gi néu khong c6
mdi quan hé thin thiét voi nghé si Can phai co s ton trong, giao t1ep ¢6i mo, va cam nhén 6t gitta hai bén. Véi toi, ddy i cach duy nhét dé moi thir
thanh cong. Va cho t6i gidy, t6i nghil minh da c6 duoc tat ca nhitng didu d6 voi Superhero. Tt nhién, i ngoai trir chuyén t6i n6i ddi ring timg choi cho
mdt ban nhac. Va ring t6i ¢6 mudi nghin db la.

Giéng nhu hdi con di hoc, giao vién noi, "TAt c4 cac emdéu bt dAu voi mdt diém A. Gid cac em chi viee im mbt didu 12 duy trind". Gio tAt ca chiing t6i



dang c6 diém A. Ban nhac c6 diém A. Téi c6 diém A. Moi thir that tuyét!

C1~10 tG1 khi t61 pl)éi thirc ca d@;m dé nghe ly do tai sao ban gai C}’la bon nho khong mudn bon ng’) di luu dién. Hoac ngay trurde khi bét du chuyén hru
dien, ching lai bong nhién muon di bang xe buyt thay vi mit chice xe hru dong Econoline.... The 1a ching ¢6 dugc chice xe buyt chét tiét. Va ching nhang
xi Ién vé phong khach san.

R&i bi nghién rrou, nghién thube phién...

Va 1am thé quéi no 6i ¢6 thé dao duoc ra murdi nghin d6 chi?

HEAVEN

Toida doc ¢ dau do, co thé trong quyén DSM-1II- R, rang mdt ngudi trung binh 1 nguoi binh thuong, dai dién cho héu hét ca thé con ngudi. Ngtiia Ia
néu mdt nguoi trung binh an hai thoi chocolate mot tudn, thi c6 mdt s6 ngwoi an nhiéu hon, va mot s 3n it hon, nhung hau hét s& an hai thoi mot tuan.

Téi thyrc ra con khong an thoi chocolate ndo. Thé nén theo ly lun nay, t6i khong binh thuwong, Hogc 1a khong trung binh, it ra la thé. Va nhur American
Beauty da day, khong gi t€ hon viéc & mirc trung binh. A, nd ndi rang khong c6 gi t€ hon viéc binh thurong, the thi ciing dong nghia thoi.

Giosthi, an mimg & diéu ma ngudi trung binh & im khi dat duoc thir g do. Newdi trung binh s& ndu mot bita t0i ngon linh hogic ddn ai d6 ra ngoai an
mdt bira ngon. Nhu vay dé doan qua. Qua dién hinh. Toi - ngudi khong trung binh - quyet dinh s& lam diéu gi d6 khac biét d€ an mimg viée Brady c6
duoc ban nhac ndy, vi sau trong tim, o1 bict rang cau ta s& quay lai voi tin vui.

Nhu’ng sang horn sau ching toi se tiép tuc len duorng, Vay thi khong co nhiéu thoi gian Suy ng’m dAu tién ctia t6i 1 dung nhung mon Brady thich, lam cho

chung Vao trong mdt ly Jolt, bién n6 thanh mén dd ubng an mirng cho ciu ta. Toi s& ng n6 13 Munyon Cola. Munyon. Doc kn nghe cling vui nlra Thiy
chua?

T6i dam c mdt nguoi trung binh s& khong c6 cam himg pha ra dwgce mon tinh t& nhur vy. Toi dam c4 mdt ngwoi trung binh tham chi con khong mubn
ubng né nira dy. Tois& gdp ca Brady va minh vao s6 d6, vi co thé nd s& 1 mon udng kinh tom nhét t6i timg nghi ra. Thé nén can nhéc lai, thi toi s&
khong pha n6. Munyon Cola s& khong bao i ra doi, va t6i s& nhudng viée sang tao dd ubng cho Brady.

Nhung t6i muén im g d6 dé an mimg. Méy ngay nay Brady da rat cang théing rdi, ching t6i can im i d6 vui vé. Khong chi vi cau ta cing thing, ma
convi, thing thén ndo, ngay e nay t6i dang duoc xa hoi khoi cude song cua chinh minh. Khi quay lai, t6i s¢ chang cd viée lam, chang cd cachnao tra
tién thué nha ma khong bi in vao quiy danh cho Iic riii ro, khdng c6 ban trai, va khong c6 phirong cach ndo dé c6 duoc nhitng thir ké trén.

Noi t6i lo lng, thudmg thi t6i khong vach 16 duge cac ru tién ctia minh. C6 1§ ddy a cam gide nén ¢6 khi lo ing, Thuong thi toi chi lo vé sur thét i tho
cat toc cua minh sdp nghi sinh tuan ndy, vay cd Chia moi biet dén khi nao t6i moi cat dugc mdt méi toc cho ra hon - that day nhé!

Ching t6i can mdt bita tiéc. Qué t&, chiing ti ching quen ai tai L.A. Ban biét gi khong? Tiéc ting la tiée ting. Du sao thi trong héu hét cac truong hop,
ban s& khong biét hét moi ngurdi tai mot bira tiée. Tiée ting i thé ma, hoa tron vao nhau thoi. Két ban moi. That ki mot ¥ tudng tuyét hao! Toi s& moi tit
ca nhitng ngudi tha vi tai khach san ndy t6i phong. Pé an mimg,

Brady budc vao can phong cuia ching ti - dang chét nich ngudi. Cau ta bude nguoc ra, kiém tra bién trén clra dé bao dam dung phong. Roi khi budc
tr6 vao, cau ta tim thiy t6i noi goc phong. Tiéng nhac 4m am, moi ngudi dang ubng va tan hudng, Toi vay Brady lai. Cau ta chen qua dam dong dé dén
chd toi.

"C6 chuyén gi vay?", cdu ta hoi.

"Ngac nhién khong!", t6i hét. Toi thdi chiéce coi tiéc ma nhimg ngudi & phong 801 da tt bung mang ti.

"Cai gi day?"

"Tiéc ctia cau dy! Pay 1 Brady", t6i néi véi moi nguoi gin d6. Moi ngudi dua chai bia ctia minh lén.

"Chiic mirng, anh ban!" Mgt anh chang n6i, gio tay 1én cho Brady dap vao.

"Nhitng nguoi ndy 14 ai?", Brady hoi toi.

"Pimg dé anh ta cho!" Toi néi voi Brady, cu ta nhin anh chang no - nguoi dang gio tay 1én cho ciu ta phan g lai Cubi cting Brady ciing dap tay voi
anh chang, r6i anh chang lai ti€p tuc chuyén minh dang lam

"Céu d3 sin sang dé tan hudng tha clra chua?", t6i hoi Brady.
"Heaven!", Brady néi. "Pay la gi vay?"

"Tiée ctia cu ddy", 161 néi. "Ching ta khong thé & trong mdt khach san c6 ghi 'Riot House[1]' ma lai khong bing nd theo ding cai tén d6. Véi lai.. ching
ta &n nurng!"



[[1]] C6 nghia 1a “Can nha ndo nhiét”.

"An mimg cai gi?"

"Superhero! Bon nho s& hop tac cing cau."

"Lam sao co biét?"

"T6i biét chir. Toi ¢6 long tin na", 01 ni. "T6i ding, phai khong?"

"U, b ding”, cau ta n6i, mu curdi hén ho nd trén moi. Toi nhdy 1én, 6m chim By cau ta.
"Nhung 15 néu nhu bon nho khong dong y thi sa0?", cau ta hoi.

"Vay thi dy s¢€ Ia bira tiéc dong vién Brady."

"T6i phai hoi lai... nhitg nguoi ndy [ ai vay?"

"Hang xom", t6i hét. "Nhig nguoi dang 6 trong khach san. Nhitng ngudi hay ho t6i gip ¢ dudi sanh, ho dén Chi, quan bar ctia Justin Timberlake Ay.
Cau biet khong? Cai quan ngay tang dudi la nha hang - bar mdi ctia anh ta day."

"T6i khong biét."

"A... anh ta ban. Nén khong du duoc."

"C6 moi Justin Timberlake?", ciu ta ndi.

"Khong, anh 4y khong c6 & d6. Nhung Kevin Dillon thi ¢ do."
"L ai?"

"Anh em cia Matt Dillon. C4u &y ¢ déing kia kia", t6i chi tay. "Méc 40 so' mi choi bowling miu d6. Canh ¢ néng c6 nguc g dy. Khoan, c6 no trong
phong chang the." Toi dua Brady mot chai bia. "Can di, ban yéu. Pém cudi cta chiing ta & L.A. day, va day 1a bita tiéc danh cho céu, ban t6i."

"C6 lam thé nay chi mit it gio?"
"U. Téi chi viée dua s6 phong ra, con ho chi viéc t6i thoi."

"Co la ke ky la va tuyét voi that day", Brady n6i. Cau ta cdm chai bia, ching t6i cung mOt phat. "Toi doan ddy | bira tiée tur gop vao annhau a?". Cauta
hoi trong lic nhin quanh, thiy tat ca chd bia bot. Rdi cau ta chu y thdy mdt ban ddy Effen Vodka. "Cai do thi & dau ra?"

"Jon", t61 dap.
"VaJonla...?"

"La anh chang xin nhét trén doi! Toi dang & dudi lau, gip hai anh chang dang ng01 choi trong nha hang, nén t6i moi ho. Hoa ra mjt ngudi trong s ho da
tao ra loai vodka moi ndy, tén Effen Vodka. Tén hay ding khong‘? Ma, t6i ngdi véi ho nira gioy, ching toi ndi chuyén vé ké hoach ra méit n6, dai khai la
chuyén mon cia ti ddy. T6i dua ra vai y tuong ho rét mé."

"Chéing han nhur?"

"Céc mbn do, quan 4o 'Effen Cool, mt chuyén du déu bai xi dach qubc € do Effen tai tro... dai khéi thé. Mdy cau linh lac clia anh ta dang lim vai thir
quang ba dudi lau tai quan Chi, ¢6 vé khong gay on ao gi lim, theé nén t6i tim cho ho mdt nhdm khach hang muc ti€u, d4 san sang, nhitng irng vién tiém
ning ding chuén."

"Nighia 37", cAu ta no.

"T6i bao anh ta ring anh ta hoa c6 ngu mdi khong dira dd ubng mién phi vao tiée ciia cau. Thé nén... ching ta 1 nhitng ngwoi dAu tién duoc thudéng thire
Effen Vodka nguyén huong va cherry den."”

"Effen duoc ddy", Brady n6i. "Chi ¢6 c6 m6i dung lén duoc vu ndy, ¢6 ca mit cong ty ruru ti tro nita chir.” Cau ta Fic dau kinh ngac. Ching t0i ding
nam tiéng dong ho tiep theo dé 1am quen nhitng ngudi ban mdi, boc phét v€ ban nhac moi cua Brady.

Ca hai ching t0i thirc dy vi con nhirc dau tir mon do ubng cherry den. Dién thoai reng, dénh thirc ching toi, nhu mot céi coi siéu to chia théing vao tai.
Chiing t6i chui vao girdng ngi chi mdi tam bay miroi tam phut trude.

"Tat quach dil", t6i néi. Strummer nhin t6i nhur thé t61 dang néi véi nd. N6 nghiéng dau sang bén. "Khéng phai miy, cau bé."



"A 16?", Brady rén ri tra 10i dién thoai. "Cam on'", c4u ta n6i roi ctip méy. "Day di. Dén gio rdi. Chiiing ta phéi ra san bay trong vong mit gioy nita."
"O1", t6i rén lén, 1& x4c khoi girong,

Toi nghe tiéng voi sen bat md trong phong tim. Toi budc t6i cira, day mo.

"Toi vao déy", t6i noi, budc vé phia bon rira nt.

"Vao ddy 4? Mdi la ddy", cau ta noi.

“Khong, d6 ngdc. Cau con say a. Toi chi rira mit thoi.”

"Cha, t6i mimg 1 bay gid ching ta c6 thé thoai mai ding chung phong tim", giong ciu ta diy giéu cot.

"Pau phai toi thiy duoc céi gi trong kia. Ma t6i ciing ching mudn thiy. Cau co t& khi tim khong?"

"Khong", cau ta hung hing dap.

"Xao qua", t0i noi lai.

"Sao cling dugc", cdu ta noi.

"Madonna lam thé déy", t6i n6i.

"Cb ta n6i voi ¢b 42"

“Khong, t6i nghi minh d timg thiy trong churong trinh Letterman. C6 ta n6i voi Dave. R rang I amnhur thé rét tot. C6 ta ndi viy.”
"Thi vi ddy nhi", Brady noi.

"N ngin bénh nAm k& chan déy."

"Buge roL."

"Vay... toi n6i thé thoi. L nhur cu 6 di t& trong khi tim... thi c6 thé hoi ghé, nhung ciiing c6 loi."

"T6i khong bi ndm k& chan'", cau ta néi. “Nhung cam on thdng tin ciia ¢6.”

"Khéng c6 gi", t6i n6i. R ti thém vao, "Cau hin dang t& ddy nhi. Nh6 nhdm tring vao chén diy".

"Co bién thai qua", céu ta noi. Toiroi khoi phong tAm, bat dau gom tii d6 ctia minh. Toi nhét bon 1bc Jolt sau lon vao ddy ti ctia minh cho Brady. Céu ta
hén ciing chang udng hét & Seattle, nhung c6 con hon khong. Tot day chu!

Khi dén sén bay, chiing t6i van con chit thoi gian rdi rai. Ching t6i ben lam thii tye check in, xemho ¢6 thé ning cfip mién phi khong, Khong, Mot lan
nita, Brady lai ngdi & chd gan 16i di. Cau ta khong chiu chuyén di, nma t6i thi khong muon lai méc ket noi ctra s6. Thé 1 t6i hoi liéu con ghé nao khéc gan
16i di khong, Hoa ra c6 mdt ghé trong ngay phia trurdc Brady. Thé I t6i doi chd.

Khi ching t6i Ién méy bay, chéng c6 ai ngdi canh Brady, con bén canh toi thi co mdt gi nho tho rii ruoi. Ga khong qua mép, nhung trong nhur da timg bi
thira can. Ga lam t0i cam gidc nhu g3 la anh chang Jared giam can bang céch an sandwich Subway 4y. Toi gan nhur ¢6 thé thiy canh ga tw hao gio chiéc
quan jean ngoai ¢& to ding 1én va hién dién v6i co thé manh dé mi c6. Nhic m6i nhd, quang cdo moi ciia Subway chiéu hinh Jared khéng so vin, ¢6 1§

dé che gidu gi chang?
"Chao, ¢6 thé na0?", g hoi. "Toi i Evan." Ga c6 mii nhu my ga vdy.

"T6i 6n'", t61 dap. Biét ring tén toi cling van v6i tén g s& khién g tré nén hao himg, va s& dan t6i it nhét ba muroi phit ndi chuyén niva, nén ti quyét dinh
khong xung tén that. “Toi 1 Belinda."

"Cha, tén la that déy", g3 ndi. Toi lp tirc uwdc gi minh da dap 1a Jean, hay Mara, hay Cathy gi d6. Hay Ia Sue. "C6 biét dayla ghé quay nit vao tuong
chir, Belinda?"

"U", 61 n6i. "Cang c6 thém khong gian. Nhan tién, ngai nghe Am rdi. Tén t6i a Sue."

"Cha... 0", nét mit g hoi ky la. "Nhung nghe ndy... khi ti€p vién t6i, ¢0 ta s& hoi liéu ching ta ¢6 dong y md cira thodt hiém va gitip moi nguoi thodt khoi
my bay khl ¢d truc tric hay khong." G& rudn lai gan. "C6 nhé ndi dong y", ga dan.

"Buoc théi...", 61 dap.

"Cha, mdt cau ban phi cong tirng ndi vdi t6i réng néubidam.. cira thot hiém ciing v dung thoi. Véinira, s€ co nhiéu vét ran nirt trén than may bay, t6t



nhét chiing ta ¢t bd qua mdt trong nhing 16 thing d6."

"Um.. duoc thoi", t6i khong chic Bm viée tai sao ¢4 lai ni chuyén nay véi minh ngay lic méy bay sép cét canh. T6i dang tir hoi tai sao An ndo gi ciing
bt dAu bang tir "cha", va toi cling bt ddu cam thiy ring gi ndy hoan toan khong on.

"Con vé viée gitip d cac hanh khach khac... t6i n6i co nghe." Roi g thye ra ching ndi gi ca, chi to thai do khinh bi toan b loai nguoi bang mdt céi vay
tay. G2 ndy bi lam sao vay? T61 tham chi con nghe dugc tiéng Brady cudi khic khich phia sau. Cting vdi céi cho trong chét tiét bén canh.

"Camon vé meo d6", t6i n6i. Toi mo modt td tap chi trén may bay, vd doc mdt bai bao vé Queen Latifah dé ga thoi ndi voi t6i vé may bay roi. Tat nhién,
viéc nay khong hi€u qua.

"Cha, con khi ho bét du cdi bai minh hoa vé thiét bj phao ndi dy a? Cir viéc bit tai i tur hét la la a, vi néu ching ta lao xudng bién... cha, céi dém ghé
ctia ¢ ciling chi hiu qua cd, cha, ndi chung Ia vd dung, Néu dam dau xuong nude, 1a chét sach. Chuyén bay so 21 tir than."

Puoc rdi, hin phai ¢6 céch cur xir chun myc trén may bay chir. C6 mdt dieu nho nh6 m tdi thich goi | "Jetiquette”, diéu luét quy dinh vé hanh vi déng
chuan khi ngoi trén médy bay. Toi khong biet Evan vi sao thanh ra nhu thé, nhung 15 rang trong tu duy ctia g, gido dudng va lich thiép xa hoi khong
duoc wu tién lam. Roi ngay khi t6i dinh dimg 1én va chiém lai cho ngodi canh Brady, mdt mu béo nhat t61 tirg thay trén doi tien dén, ngdi canh céu ta. Mu
nhét minh khit rit vao chd I ra i ciia t6i. Va tuyét dinh hon nita 1 nu dem theo mdt dira tré con. Thanh than oi!

sk

"Tao da timg mic nhitng bd vy tinh t& hon, nhung ny nghi ring may thong tué Bma, dd tinh tinh?"

-Wanda, A Fish Called Wanda

"Khong, khong, cau luon hiéu nham vé t6i rdi ddy. Toi thire sw ndng can ¢d nay ndy."

- Will, About a Boy

BRADY

Toi dang ngdi canh mybéo s6 mot trén thé gioi. Khong phong dai chit nao. Tham chi ¢6 nhing ngAn md tran qua chd ngdi ctia 161, cham vao canh tay
to1. Toi nghi minh sap phat bénh kén mét. Mu im trong ldng mot dira tré con, va ti thue sur s hai cho dira nho do. Lo mu thiép ngii va nghién nét no thi
sa0? Chi can mu so sdy chut xiu, mam non bé nho do s& xep lép nhur con tép. R&i néu 16 nhur n6 doi. .. 6ime oi! Puoc r6i, gom qua di. Nhung my mip
thé ma. Toi thure s wde mong Heaven va toi da khong doi ghé.

“Ngudi ta im my cai ghé nay bé qua!”, mu kéu Ién. Toi can ludi. “Toi ghét bay m”, mu n6i thém

“Toi ciing vy, ti n6i, 10i 16i chiéc iPod ra.

“Chua oi, chat nich day nay”, mu tiép tuc. Mu ¢6 thue su cin phai n6i vy nay khong? Ngay ca kénh dg‘lo Suez ciing chat véi ba déy, thua ba! “Cau cd
bict hang Southwest Airlines thdm chi con bat ngudi béo mua hai vé khong? Hai vé day.” Mu cuoi khay. Toi cling dang nght, hai a. .. chiac phai ba. Ma,
do cting dau phai y t€. Mu rd rang dang lan vao khong gian ca nhin cua t6i. “Céu c6 nghi nhu the 1a cong bang khong?”’

Toi phan tmg voi viée ndy ra sao day? Toi cam thiy anh mit ctia Heaven dang doi vé phia minh. Bing nhur vay. C6 nang dang nhin qua khe ghé dng
trude, theo doi tdi cling nu cudi to t0 chang trén gurong niit, cho t6i dap lai.

“Um...” t6i n6i, “khong, t6i nghi | khong cong bang”. Rdi 18 ra ti nén ngimg & d6, nhung tit nhién t6i hoi buc, nén ndi tiép. “Néu do khong phai b ctia
1,10.’7

“0, vay néu t6i thudc kiéu ma dén tinh goi 1 béo, va néu tuyén gidp ctia toi hoat dong khong tét, vay thi t6i khong nén phai tra tién mua hai vé. .. con néu
61 béo vi khong thé tur ngiin minh nhdi nhét dd an, vAy t6i ximg dang phai tra gip doi chir g? Y cau i vAy ding khong?”” T6i nhin Heaven, c6 nang dang
git d4u lia lia. C6 nang khich t6i, nhung c6 ning d4u c6 phai ngdi ké mu nay.

“Dai khdi thé.” Toi n6i, hoi ring minh vi cdm gide mu s& dénh minh hofic im gi do. Toi hdi tiéc ngay khi ki noi thoét ra khdi migng. Thyc ra, t6i thém chi
da co gang im miéng, nhung ngdn tir ¢ tudn ra. Toi nghi hin 14 do bi Heaven khich. That khong tot chit nao.

A

“Cha, noi thé o xim pham nhan quyén cia 107", my 6. “Ngudi ta ¢6 khién nhimg ké hoi hém tré tién hai vé vi ngudi ngdi canh & khé chiu voi mii hoi
khong?” Nghe tuyét day chur.

“Toi khong biét. T6i gior toi moi biét nguoi ta bit nhitng ai. . . to con phai tra tién hai vé.”

“Thi d4y, ho khong kim thé véi dém hoi ham. Chéing c6 hinh phat ndo cho ti h6i ca. Y i I, i thi ngdi canh mdt ké béo hon 0 cdn hon m)t ké khong
tam ca nam troi.”’

“T6i dong ¥, t6i noi. Nhung ba béo phi that mi. VAy tai sao ba lai ban tim viéc ngdi canh mot ngudi ciing béo phi chir, t6i nghi vy that diy.

“Céau déng y, nhung cau van nghi t6i nén tra tién hai v&”, mu n6i véi vé khé chiu.



“Khong, khong, khong phai ba”, t6i noi. “Toi s& khong dura ba vao nhom do.” Py, ti lai dang tim cach chdi ti. “Ba khong can phai tra thém.”
“0?”, munéi.

“Khong 051}!” Téi ndi theo kiéu hoé}n tgén bo qua kha ndng ngér ngén laIm bi thira can. My hi hirng @t chut, nhu mf)t chii chim hanh phﬁc. Heaven
dang n6i tham thi gi d6. T6i dang co gang doc hieu. Chang hi€u ndi! Theé 14 ¢6 nang quay sang gi phién todi thich ndi vé may bay roi ngoi bén.

“Toi khong biét ngudi ta co phuc vu g trén chuyén nay khong nhi”, Heaven nd, trimg mét voi toi. Ra 14 thé. C6 nang £01 61 ] “ga”. Pugc thoi, t6i chap
nhan. T6i tha im “gd” con hon dé mu nay ghét t6i sudt hai gid ba muroi bay phut téi. Ta on Chia dy khong phai ki chuyén bay xuyén qubc gia. Hai gio

thi ¢ thé & ¢ ndo duqc co chu?

“Cha, cam on cu”, mu béo nhit thé gidi noi. “Toi c6 hoi kho khéin voi trong huong ctia minh, nhung gn day 0 ¢6 gidm duge mdt it. C6 1§ 6 hién rd
day.” RS cai con khi. Nhung néu ba kéo quan Ién mdt chit, moi thir s& hién 16 thém dugc chit day. Mu giam can ay a? Y 13 trudc day mu con béo hon?

“Cha, trude day t6i khong biét ba thé ndo, nhung ba trong tuyét Eni”, t6i noi. Heaven bat cudi thanh tiéng. Toi d4 vao chiéc ghé 6 nang ngdi phia
trude.

“Péy i Henry”, my n6i, mim cudi voi dira bé trai. “Toi nghi t6i Ién can vi ¢6 bau thoi.” Toi twr hoi vAy lidu ba da sinh chira? Va ba c6 bao nhiéu dira
con? “N6 mdi hai thang thoé1”, nu tur hao noi.

“Thing bé rat dang yéu”, t6i n6i. Toi tim danh sach cac nghé si trong iPod ctia minh, nhém niit lai, bt dAu king nghe nhom Bright Eyes.

Chura t6i nuroi Bm phiit, t6i cam thiy ¢6 thir gi d6 trén tay minh. N6 4m va mém. Toi ngd n6 1a ngén thit ctia muy, nhung my nic 4o dai tay ma. Toi
khong thé hinh dung d6 I gi. To6i md mdt mit, va p tirc nham lai. Toi nhém it chit t6i ndi vo hinh chung ciing bét dau nin th lubn, vi toi bi sdc.

Mu nay da 16i cai vit to tudng ra cho thang bé bu! Toi biét, cho con bu k didu rit dep, ndy no kiéu thé. Nhung cai vit khong 16 ctia mu dang ap vao tay
61, khong 6 on mot chit ndo. Qua bt on! Toi xin 10L Nhung n6. ... qua sic. ... bit on. Va toi khong quan tim Henry bé nh6 d6i ¢& ndo. N6 khong thé cho
hai tiéng dong ho rdi hang an duoc sao? Khong, tit nhién n6 khong chd. Gi co? Cho dé an dy 42 D6 I khéi niém mi me ctia né chéc chéin khong bao
gio théem démxia t6i. Chét tiét that!

Toi nhém chit it t6i mirc nhire ca ddu. Ma du phéi néu t6i khong nhin thi moi thir s& chdm dut. N6 4p vao tay t6i. C4i vi trn trui ctia mu dang cham
vao t61. Toi cam gidc dugc. Phai lam cai gi di chir. Toi lay iPod khoi tai, nhin muy, hy vong nu s& chil y thay hai ngudi dang c6 chit van de.

“Con thich khong? Con thich khong?” Mu n6i voi Henry bé bong, nghe nhur khiéu dam 4y. Num vit ctia my to nhur céi xurong banh ché, mu lai con i 6i db
danh trong lic Henry bu cai v to tudng nita chir. Bao tir t6i nhon nhao hét én.

Quén vu tién phat vi béo hay hoi hamdi. .. 1& ra chéic chin nén c6 tién phat cho cai vu chét tiét nay. Va mu nén tra tién phat cho toi!
Ban dang doc truyén Anh Chang Ngu Ngo' Va C6 Nang Ric Roi dwoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(dot)Net.

Chwong 32: BRADY

Téi lic dap canh, t6i hanh phiic vi duoc roi khoi may bay t6i nf)i nhay cang lén, tom chiéc i ctia minh tir ngiin trén dAu, tom ca tdi ctia Heaven, vi ra
khoi day cang mau, t6i cang c6 thé sémtay hét ky trc vé chuyén bay nay ra khoi dau.

Nhic céi tti ctia Heaven, ti nghi minh bi thoat vi.

“Céi quai gl thé nay?””, t6i rén Ién. “Tai sao cai tii ctia ¢6 lai néing gip tam chyc lan hoi & L.A.”

“O... t6i mang theo mdt it Jokt. .. cho cau ddy.”

“Co mang theo tat ca ddy a2

“Khéng, chi vai Ioc thoi.”

“Camon”, t6i mién cudng dap.

“Khong c6 g, 6 nang hoan toan khong biét c4i i ciia minh niing ¢ ndo. Heén gi ngudi tiép vién gitp ¢6 ning dua tli vao ngin lic du trong kha cht
vat. May ma nd ¢6 banh xe, nén chiing t6i lay ra ma khong vat va lim. Chiing t6i nhén lai Strummer tir khoang chd hang, Toi nghi ca t6i lan Heaven déu

ghen ty v6i bt ctr diéu kién ndo mi né duoc hudng trong chuyén bay. Tht vo tién khoang hau. khong thé ndo t& hon didu ma chung toi da phai chiu
dung,


http://ebookfull.net

Khi ra ngoai, chiing t6i giao kéo s& khong bao gior ddi chd ngdi nhur thé nita. Heaven tham chi dé nghi ngdi vi tri gin cira s6 trong chuyén bay tir Seattle
tré v& New York. Mién 13 t6i khong nhéic t6i mdy bay roi, tham hoa thién nhién, va — khong hiéu tai sao — i ca nhitng tir “4m uét” hay “quén 16t”. Toi
hoi tai sao, ¢d nang chi ring minh va n6i ghét nhimng tir do. It gidy sau, ¢6 nang thém vao danh myc tir “tin tung”.

Ching t6i Ky chiéc xe hoi thué tai san bay, va diéu dAu tién t6i im | chuyén nhig lon Jolt tir tii ciia Heaven sang cdp xe, dé t6i khong bao gior phai
nAng céi tiii ning trich Ay nita. Chiéc xe thudc hiing Ford Focus, miu tring, mot phién ban ning cép cta chiéc mau vang gdm ghiéc ching t6i ding tai
Los Angeles. Ma c6 viéc quai gi voi Ford Focus thé nhi? C6 vé nhur thi treong ctia n6 tap trung hét vao ddng xe cho thué, nhém téi nhitng ngudi khong
di tién thué xe dy.

Ching t6i dang & Seattle. Thoi tiét murdi bay do va c6 ning. Khong giong Seattle mira dim ma t6i duoc nghe ké gi ca. Ching t6i s& & khach san
Ramada Inn trong thanh phd. N6 kha tién loi, cach Trung tim Thuong mai chi bay toa nha, cach siéu thi Pike’s ciing bay toa nha, va ciing cach bay toa
nha so vdi Space Needle. Téi ciing rat chic chdn i nd nm gin vin phong cia Strabucks — t6i s& tim ra thoi.

Heaven va t6i nhan phong, nguoi thu ky tai quéy tiép tan phin khich dén la thuong. T6i hiéu ring mot phén trong viéc phuc vu khach hang 1 phai to ra
than thién, nhung ngudi phu nit ndy giong nhur mudn dién t6i noi.

Ban biét mit miu quéang co thudc chbng trim cam Zoloft chir? C6 c4i nhén vat phdn khoi nhay tung tung nhu qua béng dy? C6 nang nay hét nhu qua
béng do, nhung ¢6 hinh dang con nguoi. Nhin n mot nghin lan. Tén la Annie, dén tir Ohio, va rat vui suéng duge phue vu ching t0i, giip d& ching toi
bat cr dieu gi can thict.

“T6i & ngay ddy, trong coi tai ban. VAy nén néu 6ng ba can thir gi. .. cir viée nhéc dién thoai, va dodn xem ai s& c6 mit gitip do nhi?”’, Annie néi.

“Co chur gi?”’, t61 hua theo dua cot.

“Chinh xac”, ¢6 nang gt dau voi vé bdi réi ma t6i chéng hiéu tai sao. Cir lam nhur ¢6 nang s& cd it ngay d6 moi lic dy—ca ngiy ]§n dém Toi nh?w
dién thoai va 6 nang tra loi. C6 nang khong ngy, ciing khong an. C6 nang I Annie Vui vé, c6 mit d¢ giip d& moi nguoi. Toi bat dau phat khiep roi day,
nén kéo tay 4o Heaven, chiing t6i Ién lau xem phong.

Phong ciing binh thuong. Hai giwdng don, nhur ¢ Hyatt, nhung khong ¢6 nha hang hay quan bar & tAng dudi. A, c6 mot cai, nhung khong hoan toan
gidng nhur c4i & Riot House. O déy ching gip duoc ngudi ndi tiéng dau. Nhung ciing khong hé gi. Vi Howard Schultz & Seattle. Va t6i s& trd thanh mot
2 giau co, som thoi.

Pién thoai reng, Heaven nhic may. La Annie.

“Chao, Annie”, ¢ nang n6i, nhin toi. “Khong, cho t6i gity ching t6i thiy moi thir déu 6n. Puoc. ... cam on nhiéu!” Heaven ciip mdy. “C6 nang d6 yéu
cong viéc that nhil”

Heaven v t6i & hanh I, r0i ¢6 nang chot 10i ra mt tim énh ctia Kurt Cobain cling mt cdy dén cdy to mau tring, thuong thay trong nha th:. C6 nang
dat birc anh canh chiéc dén cay, thip n6 1én. Hay that nhi! O L.A. c6 nang dau c6 lam the!

“Um...”, t6i md 1. “Ching ta lim gi day nhi? Lap ban thd nhé 42
“Goi thé ciing dugc.”

“Co viée gi vay?”

“Cau khong biét mai a ngiy gi 42", c6 nang hoi, mit md to.

“Thir Hai?”

“Ngiy 5 thang 4 nim 2004.”

“Dicu do6 co y nghiia gi v6i t6i nhi?”

“P6 1a muroi nim ngay Kurt Cobain tyr sat”, ¢d nang dap.

“Wow. Téi khong tin ndi i da tan mudi nam rdi ddy.”

“To6i hiéu. ..”, c6 nang ndi, trong cd vé budn b.

“Khong phai t6i bénh hoan d4u, nhung ching phai vai ngiy sau, anh ta méi duoc. . . tim thiy sao?”
“Dling”, ¢d nang dap.

“Vay ngay mai la...”

“Ngiy mai, ming 5 thang 4, 1 ngdy anh ta tir sat. Ming 8 théng 4 1 ngay Gary Smith, ngudi tho dién, phét hién ra thi thé anh ta.”



“A”, t61n6i. Toi biét viee ndy quan trong voi ¢d nang, va that tinh, n6 dai khai cling quan trong véi toi. Y 1, t6i chua bao gio nghi réng minh s& két thic
cudc doi vao tudi hai muroi bay nhur ¢6 nang nay, nhung cai chét cta Kurt thure su khién t6i thay buon. Giong nhur Elvis hay The Beatles, trurde khi vé coi
niét ban, ho gan nhwr da ctru 161 dam nhac.

Péng budn thay, t6i nghi trong nhiéu nim, moi ngudi da chd doi ¢6 ai d6 xuét hién va lam diéu d6 thém Jan nita. bumng hiéu Am t6i, gin day vAn c6 nhiéu
bai nhac hay. Thire ra, t6i phan khéi v6i 4m nhac ngay lic ndy hon nhidu nim trude. Tuy nhién, Kurrt. .. | ngudi rit dic biét.

“S& ¢6 budi cau nguyén ky niém muroi ndm anh ta mt.”
“That a? C6 biét trude luon sao?”

“U”, ¢b nang dap.

“Vay nghia 1a du sao c6 cling s€ toi Seattle?”

“Khong, hén i khong, Toi s& tur im budi & nho ciia riéng minh tai nha. Nhung moi thir hoan toan n. Véi nita, ¢6 thé Dave Grohl s& dén d6 cau hon voi
t01.”

“Anh ta két hon rop”, t6i nhéc ¢6 nang “LE ¢ dau?”

‘Bu01 18 dAu tién I tai Trung tAm Seattle, nén toi nghii dén gior cling van & do”, ¢6 nang ndi voi vé qua quyét déng kinh ngac. “Nhung mot s6 nguoi hin s
dén cau Phd Young, hodic céc bang ghé tai cong vién Viretta gan nha anh 4y, noi rai mdt ft tro thi thé ctia anh ta. Thét budn.”

“T6i hiéu”, t6i cam thong. C6 nang im king, nhin birc anh Kurt. Strummer cam nhén dugc ¢6 nang budn, bén tién lai, gac dau lén dau gbi Heaven.

MJi budi séng thirc ddy, t6i lai thay ban than that thua kém khi nhan ra minh khong phai mdt ngdi sao nhac rock, mdt phi hanh gia hay phi cong méy bay
chien dau, di€p vien quoc t&, dau si, hay anh chang dan choi giau sy lii mdy bay riéng. Toi chi la mt g tam thurdng phai tinh ddy va vac xac di lam, cling
nhu cye ky phy thude vao ca phé. C6 nghia la, t6i ¢6 thé hiéu cude doi tam thudng ctia minh van it tran tyc hon nhimg gi miic vest, deo ca vat va lam

viéc vat sudt ngay.

Nhung sang nay thi khac. Toi thire ddy, thue sy nhay ra khoi giwong. Con viée phy thude vao ca phé 4 by a? Cha, n6 chi 6t voi t6i hom nay, vi t6i khong
ban tm dén viéc minh phai téi moi ctra hing Starbucks tai Seattle dé tim Howard Schultz. Ong ta va t6i sép ngdi ndi chuyén véi nhau.

Nghe that bénh, t6i biét. Nhung day chi 14 tinh hubng khi mong moi mot trai nghiém nao do xdy ra that tw nhién hodc bang phép mau, ma khong phai nghi
hay tinh toén tir trudc qua nhiéu. Sita que la mot thir nghiém kho thanh cong, mic du rat séang tao. Nhung no s& 3 mdt phan trong s6 thirc uéng chuan
mure tai cac quan Starbucks trén khip thé gioi. Thé nén, ké hoach hoan chinh cta t6i 4y 42 Lam gi ¢ déu.

Toi xem nhirng trang vang trong nién giam, timdia chi try s6. Nhung khong co6. Toi thir goi dién hoi thong tin Jan nita, va ngay ca khi goi s6 1-800 lan
nita, cO gang danh kira ho cho t6i dia chi - van vo vong,

Heaven van con dang ngi. Toi khong mudn danh thirc ¢6 nang, nén rén rén di quanh phong, mic quan 40. Toi nhin co nang ngl trong mot phit, choang
vang vi ¢0 nang thire sy xinh dep. By khong phai thién vi nhé. Dang yéu that day! C6 nang cyra quay trong khi ngl, dudi ngudi. Mo mét, ngap, dua ban
tay manh mai Ién che miéng, rdi xoa cam it ca phit.

“Chao budi sang”, t6i noi.

“T6i nghil cam t6i ¢ soi ddu moc ra nay”, ¢d nang dap.
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Chwong 33: HEAVEN

Thirc ddy trong khach san ltic ndo ciing bt tién. Dau tién, d6i khi ta khong nhé ndi minh dang & chd quai quy ndo. Va ngay ca khi da nhd, van khong tai
ndo thoai mai n6i khi xung quanh chang ¢6 gi quen thude. Dau the, toi van thich khach san. Toi yéu ching. Khong phai yéu viéc tam ot chang bao gio
wira van, hay viéc nguroi ta trim tam chéin do ban ¢ gitra cac 16p trai thay vi mang di gisit, ma yéu viéc ho chang hé xin 101 vi nhitng dicu do.

Mot s6 ngudi buc bi vi moi thir, tir quiy bar mini t6i dién thoai tong dai, déu bi tinh tién, nhung ban phéi — it nhét — ton trong sur nghiém tic va khong hé
gia tao ctia viéc tat ca moi thir ban thay déu phy thude vao “dd day” cua chiec vi.

Toi thirc day trong can phong tai Ramada. Brady dang ngdi & ban, cti xubng mdt cai bat cling chiéc mudng — gidng mot g phi thity dang ve vay diia
than. Cu ta dang bay bira thir gi d6. T6i bude lai, nhin qua vai cau ta. Dudi day bat 1a mdt it chat long dang sira c6 mau la.
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“Cau day roi 42", t6i hoi.

“Toi khong chi day thoi dau. Toi da dén cira hang, mua cac nguyén liéu can thiét, ché ra mot meé Sita qué, déng chai lai.”

T61 nhin qua ban. “Trong chai cho tré con a?”

“Thir duy nht c6 niém phong ti tim droc”, ciu ta noi.

“Ai lai khong thich tré con nhi?”

“Pay”, cau ta dua toi cai to. “Némdi”

Toi cam y. Cém thy nhur thé minh tr lai tudi én bay, va vira duoc nhdn mot t Lucky Charmto khing bo, toi nghiéng céi t0 v& phia mit minh, uong
cho stra con lai Brady nhin t61 Vi énh it trong d01 Khi t6i1 16 mét ra khéi chi€e t6, Stra qué dinh trén hai ma, t61 khong n6i 161 nao. Nghia I3, t6i1 bit,
nhung t6i chi muon thay cau ta sg hii ay ma, chua ke, dy 1a bai luyén tap tot cho cdu ra khi & trong phong cting Schultz.

“Thé n40?”, cau ta hét Ién. “Thoi ndo. .. ¢d nghi sao?”

Toikhong thé kiém ché nita. T6i n& nu cuoi thit to, va noi, “Tuyét voi. Thit dAy. Toi khong thé tin ndi 1 nd van chua sanh vai ciing cac thir sita thude
tOp hai phan tram, mdt phan trdim hay khong phan tram gi day trén toan thé giéi. Nhitng ké cé kha ning ban thir nay hoa c6 ngu moi khdng tra tién cho
céu ngay tuc thi.”

“That chir?” Cau ta c6 vé d& ton thirong hon bao gioy hét. “Cé khong phai dang ¢ ghing khién t6i cam thy vui ddy chir? Trude gio ¢6 cd bao gidr ¢ tinh
lam thé dau.”

“Khong, Hoan toan that. Rat dinh”, t6i n6i. Brady lp tirc nhAc t6i én 6m chim Hy. T6i ciing 6m cdu ta, thé | c4u ta nhanh chong dt t6i xudng, ngai
ngling bude 1 lai.

“Thoi, hom nay [a ngay quan trong”, céu ta ndi. “Pay la ly do ching ta téi day.”
“Vay... ké hoach a g?”

“Tim Howard Schultz. . . khién 6ng ta thdy sirc quyén rii ctia Sita qué.”
“Tuyét”, t6i noi. “Nhung ching ta s& tim 6ng 4y thé nao day.”

“Ching ta a?”

“U, ching ta. Toi s& gitip.”

“T6i khong biét. ..”, cau ta noi.

“Cha, t6i thi biét. Toi s& di cling cau”, tdi ndi trong liic bude vao nha tim. “Sao cau khong dét Strummer di dao mot vong trong lic t6i tim nhi? Khi cau
quay lai, t6i s€ san sang.”

T6i md voi nurde, nhanh chong bude vao dé cau ta khong c6 thdi gian ci lai.

Ctra hang Starbucks d4u tién ching t6i dén nim trén dai 16 s6 5. Brady goi mot ly latte trong I t0i nén né tai qudy. Toi thdy mdt ngudi pha ché thidu
canh giac dang rot sita vao binh, ben linh t6i gan, bat dau gio my nhan ke.

“Chao”, t61 ndi cuing nu curdi that turoi thurdong chi dugc ding khi gap canh sat giao thong,

“Chao budi sang”, cau ta noi.

“Mdi ngaty cau phai rét ddy my thir ndy bao nhiéu an?”

“O... thi c6 biét ddy. Liic hét thi phai rot day lai.”

“Cha”, t6i noi. T6i nghi nén noi gi tiép, vi chinh xéc thi t6i chira 1én ké hoach cho viée nay. “Vay ching phai vin phong tong cong ty & gan ddy sao?”’
“Um... dung. Dai khai vay”, cau ta noi. Va chi co thé.

“U, t6i nghii vay. O dau nhi, cach dy nim day nha?”

“Khong, No... cha, irm, cach day vai ddy, nhung chi cach mdt con duong thoi.”

“Dling rdi. Vay nd nam trén dai s6 s0. .. 4? Khong. .. 6”



“Khong, ¢b doén tring cai dau. Dai 16 s 47, cu ta n6i, di quay tré v& sau quay. Toi tim dén chd Brady, cau ta dura toi mot ly latte.

“Camon.”

“Tham thinh dugc gi khong?”

“C6. N6 nim trén dai 16 s 4. Cach ddy mdt con duong.”

“Pugc ddy.” Ching toi cung hai chiée coc gidy, rdi bude ra khoi cira. Ching toi i xe t6i dai 19 s6 4, khi t6i do, ching toi thdy mot tiém Starbucks khac.
Sao lai khong thé c6 mot quan Starbucks nira ¢ day chir nhi? Néu goc pho nao tai moi thanh pho déu c6 quan thi t61 hinh dung thanh ph6 qué hirong cta
nd han phai 1a mdt quan Starbucks khong 16. Thyce sy, t6i ngac nhién Ia ngudi ta khong cho ching t61 mdt Iy Frappuccino khi chiing t6i r6i khdi may bay.

Brady budc vao, t6i di theo. Cau ta goi mit ly latte nita. Toi bat dau ty hoi liéu cdu ta c6 dinh ubng ca phé tai moi quan Starbucks ching toi gip trén
duong tim kiém ngai Schultz khdng, Pay chiac chan khong phai y tuwdng hay ho cho lam.

Céu ta ndi chuyén voi ngudi pha ché tai quay, rdi quay lai, khéng nhin thing vao toi.

“Gi d4y?”, 161 hoi, cam thay phai tur vé.

“Ga d6 moi ndi véi t6i 1 vin phong tong cong ty ndm & dai 16 s6 1, khong phai sb 4.”

“Cha, gi nmi t0i n6i chuyén duodng nhu rét ¥ thirc minh dang n6i gi n.”

“R rang 1 khong r6i”, Brady ni. Cau ta budc ra, némly latte ctia minh lén via he.

“Chiing t6i l4i xe tir dai 16 s6 4 vé& dai 10 s5 1, rdi 18 phai.

“Anh chang kia c6 ndi vdi cauno ¢ ngd tur nao khong?”, t6i hoi.

“Cé6... Lander.”

“Céu c6 biét Lander & hudng nao khong?”’

“Huéng ndy”, ciu ta noi. Toi c6 thé thiy c4u ta dang bon chon, vi ciu ta dap chuyén voi t6i hoi coc 16¢. Thuong thi cau ta khong nhur vay. Y i I,
thurong thi cau ta buc boi, kho chiu hodc vo dAu birt tai. Nhung cdu ta ching bao gi néi coc e ma khong co Iy do. Va toi hiéu dugc. Cauta sap co
cudc gip quan trong, Day 1 néu ciu ta duoc ap nguoi dan 6ng ng - do lai 1 cau chuyén hoan toan khac. Toi ngdi im king bén canh trong lic cau ta lai

ndt qua nhimg day nha cudi ciing, vi khong mudn giy thém cing thing cho cu ta nita.

Khi t6i giao 10 ctia Lander va dai 1o s0 1, ching t6i ching thay diu hiéu gi cta van phong tong cong ty. Toi doan I chung 61 trong ngo ngac dir lam vi
mdt phy nir giy gude voi mai toc co mau rit nhdn tao ra ddu hoi ching t6i cin giop khong. Brady ha cira kinh. Ba 4y budc dén.

“Cb cau can gitip gi?””, ba hoi. “Cé can t6i méch dia chi cho khong?”

“Véng”, Brady néi. “Chiing t6i durgc chi 1 vin phong tong cong ty Starbucks & ddy, nhung t6i khong tim thiy.”
“A, ¢6 mdt quan Starbucks cach day vai ddy phd. ..”, ba noi. “Nhung toi khong chic vé tru s tong cong ty.”
“Vang, Camon ba”, Brady n6i, tiép tuc li xe vé huréng ba ta chi.

“Chiing ta dén cira hang Starbucks tiép theo 427, t6i hoi.

“Bao nhiéu ciing dén”, cau ta noi. Ching t6i 1ai thém vai day nha t6i khi thdy mdt quén nita, bén tp vao.

Brady budc v& phia quay, mim cui v6i co gii doi mil Starbucks. “Chao cd. Toi ¢6 hen tai véin phong cong ty, nhung i bj lac dudng Toi nghi nd ném
O giao 16 cua dailo so 1 va Lander...”

“Khong”, c6 i ndi, “N6 ndm & giao 16 ctia dai 16 s6 4 va Lander”. Ngay khi nghe c6 gai n6i sb 4, t6i muén ném cho Brady cau t6i da ndi ma, nhung toi
khong lam vay. Téi kiém ché. Brady cam on ¢6 gai, bude vé phia toi.

“Noi1 di’, cau ta noi.
“Gico?”
“Co biét ma! C6 ding r6i. C6 mudn ha hé ma.”

“Khong c6”, toi tur vé. “Toi chi vui 1 hién gidr ching ta da biét n6 ndm ¢ dau.”



“Utr...”, cauta dap lai, vé toi-khong—tin-dau. Nhung toi vﬁnngémmiéng. Ching t6i vio xe, 14i trd lai dai 16 s 4. Trude khi t6i d6, ching t6i di ngang
mot tiém Starbucks nita. Mot cau nhan vién dang dirng bén ngoai hit thudc, nghi ngoi. Brady dirng xe lai d6. “Chao anh”, cdu ta ndi véi anh chang no.
“Van phong cong ty di hurdng nay nhi?”

“Ding ", anh chang d4p. “Trén duong Utah.”

“Utah?”, Brady hdi, t6 ra buc tirc.

“U”, anh chang d4p, rit mot hoi xi ga that dai, “s6 2401 dwong Utah. Toa nha Sears cii dy”.

“T6i twdng nd nam & giao 10 ctia dai 16 s 4 va Lander?” Brady ném cho t6i anh it t6i-biét—co—sai-ma, di1 t6i ching n6i gi vé vu dai 16 s6 1.

“Diing, dng 1 né néim & giao 1 ciia dudng s6 4 va Lander”, anh chang noi. Toi ném tré Brady mot c4i nhin théa méin. “Giao 1 d6 ném gitta duong sb 4
va Lander, nhung toa nha thi thudc dudng Utah. Theo hudng dd, s6 2401. Pén Ia thay lién. Toa nha 1én 6p gach, c6 logo Starbucks trén dinh ay.”

“Camon, anh ban”, Brady néi. Chiing t0i l4i xe t6i khi trong thiy né: Toa nha to Ion &p gach, ¢6 logo Starbucks ndi bat nhur qua cherry dat trén chiéc
banh.

Ching t6i dirng lai trurde toa nha, ciing ra khéi xe.
“Pay 17, 61 ndi, rdi 6m chit cu ta. “Tién lén di.”
Céu ta bat dau budc di, rdi lai chay vé xe.

“Khoan! T6i khong lam dugce!”, cau ta hét Ién. Toi thue sy déng cam véi kiéu chan chir, thiéu quyét doan nay. Cau ta s¢ diéu minh khong biét. cauta di
ca mt ching duong chi d¢ bi noi nghi ngd vé chinh ban thin minh ngén can. “Céu c6 thé ma!”, toi hét én. Cam thiy can c6 thém sy khich i, Strummer
ciing nhay Ién, cung dau vao khung cira s6 dang dong ctia xe hoi.

Brady nhin t6i 4i ngai, rdi vron tay qua nguoi ti, v6i vé phia sau xe. “Toi khong thé vao d6 ma thiéu thir nay”, cau ta toém Ky xép ké hoach kinh doanh
ctng mjt binh Sira qué nhd.

Toi dich qua chd ngdi i xe, vay tay khich I cu ta, 1Oi 1 vé sau. Strummer tot vao ghé ngdi canh tai xé. Ching ti bat radio. T6i n6i Brady ring s& chos
61 khi cau ta xong viéc dé ciing nhau vé. C4u ta ndi s& goi dién cho t6i khi xong viée, nhung t6i khong biét ciu ta s& mét bao lau, nén danh li xe loanh
quanh xem phong canh trong ving.

Toi lai ngang qua cho Pike’s, noi c6 nhiing nguoi ném ca va nhiing quiy ban tréi cdy. Toi ra khoi xe mua mot tdi cherry. Toi dinh mua loai cherry do
thong thuong, nhung anh chang dumg quay thuyét phuc t6i mua loai Rainier — trdi hoi nga sang miu tréng, va rat ngon. Thoi thi mu gi cting dugc, tha vui
dich thyre khi 3n cherry I dwoc nhd hat qua ctra s6 ma. D6 la mdt nghé thuat ching miy ngudi nhan ra, - mot ngh¢ thudt ma t6i lam rat oL Pé y thay
Strummer dang nhin trimg trimg, t6i tiéc vi khong thé cho né an cling. Vimén ndy c6 hat, t6i khéng mubn né nudt phai. Toi khong mubn chiu trach nhiém
néu bao tir ctia nd moc 1én mot cy cherry.

T61 tim dugc mdt cira hang tién loi cach déy mot dy nha, bén dén d6 mua thirc an chiéu dai Strummer.

Trén duong di, toi l4i xe ngang qua ba dira tre da tréng, dan ngoai 6, dang thyc hién phong trao tuyét thue Free Tibet[1]. Bay gio da la ngay thir muoi
lam ctia chién dich, chiing trong rét kho so. Ching ¢ ngoai trdi, trén chiée girong tam bg, mét moi, yéu 6t, va doi khat. Dam ca ching s& thich cherry.
[1] Chién dich doi tr do cho ngudi Tibet — Tay Tang,

T6i budc vio cira hang tién loi. Ngudi ta dang mo kénh nhac rock ¢6 dién Seattle, bai Fly Like an Eagle. Toi tur hoi diéu gi s& xay ra néumbt s6 bai hat
bi cAmmd va cam phat vinh vién. Duong nhur rock ¢6 dién dich thue chi co nam bai, ¢t quanh quan thé thoi.

More Than a Feeling cuia Boston, Hotel California va I_jﬁ? in the Fast Lane cua Eagles — hai bai ndy ngang ngira nhau, Feel Like’Makin’ Love ctia Bad
Company, Stairway to Heaven ctia Led Zeppelin, cling tat ca moi bai hat cta Steve Miller Band. Toi danh riéng mot vi tri cho tat ca nhing bai cua Steve
Miller Band. Néu bong nhién ra doi dao ludt cam céac bai hat nay, toi doan 14 tat ca cac kénh nhac rock c6 dién s¢€ tiéu ting hét.

Toi xem ludt qua day thirc &n cho cho. Bai Fly Like an Eagle ling dan, chuyén sang The Joker, chimg minh cho ludn diém cuia t61. Ngudi ta chi ban
nhitng thir thirc &n cho chd rit vé& van m tir phé phim rac ruéi, dd bo di. Toi khong mubn Strummer An nhig thir d6, nén danh mua cho n6 Mot céi
sandwich thit ngudi va pho mét. Ctra hang ciiing c6 my ban Shirpee, van dé 1 khong imra Shurpee dich thire. C6 vi cherry va da lanh. Téi tron 1an hai
vi. Cling khong qua t¢ hai, nhung t6i thich vi Cola hon.

Toi cting tim thy Pringles, nhan ra da rét Au minh khong dn mon nay, va hién tai thi rat mubn. Lic con nho, 01 cling an Pringles, thuong an thanh timg
voc, bén ndmvi ctng lic. Toi tw hoi Brady co thé an nhiéu ¢& ndo. Toi xtic mdt lo, bat dau thim chia thanh voc, tinh thir xem bao nhiéu VOC s& hét mot
lo. Trong ltic t6i @&m, mot anh chang dep trai cao rdo doi chiéc mii bong chay dtmg tan ngan & chd quay tap chi, quan sat toi. Thé 14 ti cb ging giai
thich.

“T6i dang nghi xem bao nhiéu vic tay thi an hét mot lo nay.”

“Vdy c0 ra két qua Ia gi?”” Anh chang ndi trong liic nhin ra cira s6. Trong anh chang hoi lo ing,



“T6i nghi 13 bay”, t6i dap. “Hoac sau.”

“Tham vong d4y”’, anh chang ndi, rdi lai nhin ra ngoai cira s. “C ¢6 biét nréc d4i meo phat sang trong bong tdi khong?”

“O... khong Toi khong biét.”

“Cha, sy that day”, anh ta dat quyén tap chi xudng, cam quyén khac Ién. C6 thé anh ta muén choi tro girong Bong kich Tay, t6i khong g:héc. Dussao di
nira, bong dung t6i thiy mirng la minh c6 mot con cho. “Téi ding bong dén mau den va thay tat ca dén ¢ moi phong trong can hd, vi the t6i thiy né khap
noi! Nude dai meo chét tigt!”

“Puoc 1di...”, t6i 161 Toi chang thé, ciiing ching mubn n6i thém gi vao cude ndi chuyén dong dai nay. Thé I t6i Jay bay lo Pringles vi quyét dinh s& cing
Brady thi xem ai &n hét mot lp nhanh hon.

Cudi clng, t61 mua mdt binh nude murdi mdt lit, bay lo Pringles, sandwich thit ngudi va pho mat cho Strumimer, 'Slurpee CI}O 161, clng mot chiée kmh r{im
ngd nghinh theo phong cach Foster Grant. Thanh toan xong, t61 nhin ra minh that nghi€p, nhung lai dang mua sam nhur theé cé cong viéc thu nhép rat tot.

Toi 6 hai chiée tti mot luot ra xe, my cép. Trong lic to1 chét chd i vao cép xe, cau Nudc dai meo budce lai.

“Dé t6i itip co chat may thir d6”, anh ta noi.

“Camon”, toi dap. “Chd nude udng nay thire sw s& giét toi mét.” Toi ném chd hang hda con lai vao phia trude xe.
“Xong rdi d4y”, anh ta ndi. Anh ta cho chd nure ubng vao cdp xe 1o tién dén trude t6i, mim cudi. “Chi ¢6 thé thoi nhi?”
“Ding 1o, 01 n6i.

“Vay ¢0 di di", anh ta dong cOp xe lai. Thiy khong? éy, anh chang ndy k& ngwoi tdt. Thét ngot ngao. Tét bung. My gi & New York dau ¢ duge nhu
thé.

“Cém on nhiéu”, t0i noi. Toi giing sirc n6i véi ra tir chd ngdi déing trude, nhumg chéing biét anh ta ¢6 nghe théy khong, vi anh ta dang trén dwong di vé
phia cudi phd roi. Thoi véy!

Toi dua Strummer chiéc sandwich. Khin6 &n xong, ching t6i di bd mot chit doc day nha. Ching t6i di ngang mot ctra hang Rite Aid, mt quan ca phé
tén Tully’s, roi dén pho Union, sau d6 1& phai. Chiing t6i ding chén, ling nghe m0t nghé siduong pho choi guitar, hat lién khic nhimg bai cia Nirvana
deé ky niém ngay mat ctia Kurt. Strummer va t6i ling nghe 6ng hat, T feel stupid. .. and contagiou. Here we are now. .. entertain us”.

Strummer kéo t6i, thé nén ching t6i bat dau di ngroc vé. Trén duong 6 rat nhidu xe canh sat phong qua. Khi Vé,dén’chf) xe hoi, Strummer hit ngiti xem
con sandwich khong, con t6i m6 mot lo Pringles. Hai lo ding d¢ thi tho. Hai lo khac phong khi Brady thua va muon dau lai. Hai lo nita phong khi cu ta
thang trén dau lai, va t6i muon choi trdn quyét dinh cuoi cing. Lo thir bay Ia d€ 61 thue hanh. T6i tdm mdt nam day, ui xe khoi cho do.

Trong lic lai vé giao 1 clia durdng sb 4 va Lander, mdt nhom xe canh sat nita — dang bét dén nhap nhay — chay nhanh qua t6i theo huréng nguoc lai. Toi
rat mudn quay nguoc dau xem 6 vu viée gi, nhung rang kiém ché, tiép tuc 10 trinh dang di, trd lai don Brady.
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Chuwong 34: BRADY

Toi dén dia chi sb 2401, dai o phia Nam Utah. Hét nhur t0i trong doi. Vang, c¢6 mit cira hang Starbucks ngay tAng trét, va vang, ddy Ia mdt tda nha vin
phong kha dong nhimg anh chang mic vest va lua thua may nguoi dua thu bang xe dap — tat ca dén rdi di that voi vang, Toi xem qua bang huéng dan,
tim Schultz. Vin phong ciia 6ng & ting tam.

Toi budc dén diy thang miy. Ching c6 ai ngin t6i lai dé hoi xem toi mudn di dau. T6i budc vao. Cir thé. Thang may mo ra tai ting tim. Lai mit hanh
lang nita, nhung & tAng ndy, ca phé dugc mién phi. Nhitng 4m ca phé dugc dit doc theo mot diy ké, ciing tat ca cac phu liéu c6 tai Starbucks, tat nhién
10i. Péang sau ban tiép tan la mdt g nhd con méc so mi cai mit kin c6 cling 4o len ¢ chit V bén ngoai. Ga deo kinh, nét mat y nhur thé mdi bi ai do dut
mot muong dau nhdt vao miéng,

“Chao budi sang”, gi n6i. “Toi ¢6 thé gitip duogc gi?”

“A, t6i c6 hen v6i ngai Howard Schultz.”

“Tén ngai 142" Ga nhin t6i tir trén xubng dudi, nhén miii khi trong thiy chiéc chai nho.
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“Tén 61 1a? Pugc. Tén t6i 1 Brady Gilbert.”

“Chor mdt Jat”, @i dép trong liic goi dén cho ai do, t0i dodn B thur ky clia Schultz. “Chao. .. Brady Gilbert?” Ga ndi véi ¢6 nang Tim tdi bét dau dap
manh t6i mirc e B @i ¢6 thé nghe thy tiéng. “Chd mbt gidly”, gi ndi, rdi che dng néi dién thoai bang mbt tay. “Ngai tir dau t6i?”, g hoi toi.

“New York”, t61 noi. Su that ma.
“Vang... cong ty nao nhi?”

“Toi.... toi...” Chét tict that! Toi ndi gi bay gio? Noi “Sleestak Records™ hén s& khong gitp t0i qua canh ctra ndy. N6i “Sita qué” thi lai im 16 y trong
thién tai ctia toi. “To1 dén tir Quy Make—a—Wish”, t61 budt miéng,

“Tbt lini”, gi ndi. “Céu ta dén tir Quy Make—a—Wish”, g ndi lai vao dién thoai. “A ha? Puoc. Tét.” Ga ctp méy, nhin t6i ciing mu curdi mim moi. “Toi
xin 101, nhung khdng ¢6 cudc hen ndo voi ngai duge ghi nhan ca.”

A

“Han phai cd sai sot gi 161, 01 noi.

“Ngii Schultz c6 nhitng hai trg Iy riéng ddy. Khong phai mot. .. hai ddy. Ca hai hop thanh mdt ¢ méy hiéu qua cuc cao, ho duoc thué dé bao dam ring
khong c6 sai sot.”

“Khong”, t6i ndi, ¢6 kém ché tong giong nai ni ctia minh. “Cau khong hiéu. Toi can phai gip ngai Schultz trong hom nay.”
“Khong dugc du, anh ban”, gi nho thé kiéu cing dap lai. Toi thay minh can phai thay d6i phuong phap. Nhung trude tién, toi can mdt tach ca phé.

Toi bude khoi chiée ban to, di vé phia day ca phé. Téi tin day m khong udng ca phé mién phi thi qué ngde. Toi nhap mdt ngum ca phé, di t6i di lui. Ga
kia dang nhin t6i. T6i bén ngdi xudng, Rdi lai dimg lén.

“Nghe ndy, t0i can gip Ong dy. Sw that ... i khong phai ngudi ciia Qu§y Make—a—Wish. Toi xin 16i. Toi khong bit tai sao lai ndi thé. Toi twong nhur
the s€ giip t6i duge vao.”

“Phdi rdi, n6i dbi rang minh im viéc cho mjt cong ty ban phat diéu wée cho nhing tré emsap chét | ¥ tuong tuyét voi dAy. Téi hiéu duoc tai sao cau lai
nghii didu do s& gitip cau vao duoc.” Ga md mdt t tap chi, bit dau Jat trang, nhur thé 61 khong hé & d6.

“Nhung t6i d tht nhan rdi. Nhur thé ciing ¢6 y nghiia gi chir.”

“Gi nita ddy?”, gi n6i. “Nan ni xin t6i rét sira cho mdt dira bé dang chét d6i trong twdng trong nao d6 a?”

Ban dau t6i khong hiéu y g, nhung rdi t6i thiy gi dang nhin vao chiéc chainho. O, céindy dy 42 Pdy. .. ddy | bira trua cta t61.”

“Hay that”, gd ndi. “Me chuén bj bita trua cho cau a. Toi nghe mui nhu Fritos éy.”

“Nghe ndy, t0i bay tir dau bén kia ctia dt nuée dé gap ngai Schultz ddy. Toi phai gip dé ndi véi ngai dy vé mot thir s& thue swr dem lai rét nhidu tién.”
“U, cau ciing gidng tat ca moi ngudi budc qua canh cira kia. Quay lai xép hang di.”

“Nay, t0i s& xép hang. ... néu c4u chi cho t6i hang & dau.”

“Chi la mdt cach ndi thoi”, gii ddo mit.

“T6i biét. Toi dang diia n.”

“Ngai ay da c6 rat nhicu tién roi. Cam on cau da dén. Néu cau muon dé lai an pham truyen thong, hodic nhin lai bat cir di€u gi muon ndi véi ngai Schultz,
thi ¢ vui long,”

“Rét quan trong d4y”, t6i n6i. “Cau lim on n6i véi ngai y 1 c6 ngudi ngoai ddy can ndi véi ngai dy diéu vo cling quan trong,”

Ga vai lay xAp gidly ghi chi, cAm but Ién. Toi thiy g ghi tén t6i Ién d6. Cubi cimg thi t6i ciing tién 1én duroc mdt chit it rdi day.

“Dugc rdi. Brady... Gilbert. .. chuyén. .. rat... quan... trong”, gi gio Ién cho t6i xem “Thé ndy én chua?”

“U”, t6i n6i.

Ga vo td gidy lai, virt vao thing réc. “Ngai 4y ban hop.”

Bai thir thach tinh thin khién t6i mudn gi mot trong s nhitng binh ca phé & day 1én séng miii ctia gi. Toi tho mdt hoi. “Toi s& chd”, t6i noi.

“Cho bay thang nhé.”



“T6i chi cAn gap ngai Ay ndm phut thoi”, toi nhin timg tir.

“T6i biét ma. Cau co mit y tudng moi toanh s& dem lai cho ngai dycatytydola— hodic 1a, khoan da — dé t6i thir dodn. ... cAu da tai phat minh dwoc hat
ca phé! Cau tudng khong cd san ca ta ngudi ‘chi can nim phiit’ cua ngai Schultz giong nhu cau a?”

“Nhung t6i khong mudn tai phat minh hat ca phé! T6i chi muén n6i chuyén véi ngai dy thoil”
Thit qué tam thurdng, ci i ny. Mic chiéc 4o so'mi nho xiu cing 40 len ¢d chit V bén ngoai. Mot thing nhoc hoc I6p nim I6n tuéng cé doi b tre hiép,
2o thl ¢d duge mot vi tri day quyen h,rc.' DPing hiéu lam, t6i chi n]a ké-mét—bai-d-tyuéng—hoc— lam-nén-nghiép- k'm: Kh1 ra xa hdi, nhiing ga thé‘t bai va hay
bibat nat ¢ trrdng hoc thurong lam én t6t hon nhitng ké timg ndi tiéng ¢ trudng rat nhicu. Nhitng dira tré timng ndi tiéng khi con di hoc hién déu dang
song mot cudc doi nhat nhéo & ngoai 6, voi hang rao trang, xe SUV, trong khi dam tirng bi coi thudng lai n6i danh trong xa hoi.

Neoai trir gi hé ndy. Ga nay c6 mit cong viée qua stc quan trong — tiép tan. Cong vice cua g Ia loai bo moi ke ha lwu. Ga Ia nguoi gic cong. Ga clng
con at chi bai: Kiéu thai d6 anh la ai day nhi? Ga Ia thé. Mot g khon kho quy luy con at. Ma mdt gi giau c6 ciing chuwa chic tot lanh gi hon. Du sao tat
ca ho déu sé dep tdi sang bén, that khong thé nao chap nhan duoc.

Toi bat dau tu lam minh phét hoang bang nhitng hinh anh twong tugng vé gi ndy cling voi quan bai at. Chiing cudi nhao t6i. Ngay khoanh khic do, ti
nhan ra minh d4 udng qua nhicu ca phé. Ga khong dinh nhiic nhich, t61 s& phai nghi ra ké hoach hay hon. Mét ké hoach hay hon? Théi ké hoach nao
ciing dugc. ..

“CAu con can toi it gi nira khong?”, gi hoi toi.

“Khong. ... khong con gi. Chi i, cau biét dy. .. cho toi gip ngai Schultz.”

“Puoc 1di, néu khong con gi khic, t6i s& phai yéu cau cau rdi khoi ddy ngay.”

“Hay thir nghi néu cau 1 o1, t6i thir mdt phurong cach hoan toan mdi, vi chang hé o ké hoach quy quai gi c4. “Cau vira bay tir dau bén kia dit nudc t6i
day dé gip ngai Schultz. Tror ngai duy nhét [ mot anh chang — mdt anh chang rt tir &, an mic dep — anh ta chi dang im viéc ctia minh ma thoi”

“Di dimdi”

Toi budce khoi khu tiép tan, nhung rdi lai 16 dau vao. ..

“Dung dé toi phai goi bao v&”, g n6i. Toi danh phai rut dau lai. Toi dimg trong hanh lang it phit, suy nghii. Phai c6 cach chir. Cira hong. . . 16i thoat

hiém. .. gi cling dugc.

Mot g giao thire &n ra khoi thang may, bude vé phia khu tiép tan. Toi dung g nay lai, hoi lidu g3 c6 dugce vao trong dura thire dn khong, hay bat ké ai
goi, thirc &n déu phai ding lai tai qudy tiép tan. Ga n6i véi t6i rang minh khong duoc phép di qua khu tiép tan. Thé 1 tiéu mot y tudng,

Toi di thang may Zcuéng dudi, Iwron quanh sanh chinh, qcc") gfmg nghi ra mot ké hoach moi. Hoa trang chang? Trong ph]mthl nhu thé hiéu qua ma, ding
khong? T6i c6 thé vao vai Fletch. Khong may, t6i ching thé tu do di vao cira hang quan 4o hda trang. S€ phai trng bien thoi.

T6i bude ra ngoai, nhin quanh. Chéing ¢ gi nhidu. T6i thre sw da nghi t6i viée bé mdt mé canh cay rdi gia immot cai cay dé 1én kia. Nhung ddy 1 néu
2A no c6 6c hai hude, va cd trai tim

T6i di bo trd vao toa nha, trong thdy mdt ngudi lau don vé sinh. Tat nhién rdi, t6i ¢ thé cho ong ta hai muroi d6 dé duge mic b trang phuc d6, nhung
nhur vay thi sao chir, ngoai viée tli tien cua t6i bay mat hai miroi d6. Mot y tuéng dién loan t6i nghi ra déu ¢6 ve nhur y tir m0t tp trong phim Laverne
& Shirley, t6i ghét chinh minh vi d khong chuan bi k§ hon. Nhung lam sao ma chuén bi cho viéc gap mit mot quy dng duge canh gac dang sau tong dai
1-800 co chu?

R t0i néy ra mit ¥ twong. Phong vé sinh. Toi vao thang may, quay tré lai ting tam, di théing vao nh vé sinh. S& phéi c6 It ong dy can “xa” chir, ding
khong? T6i s& o trong nha v¢ sinh chd cho t6i khi 6ng ay vao.

Thé:: 13 t61 ngdi trong mdt budng — ching ¢6 Ay mdt mau gidy dé doc. Chan dién Ién duoc! Khong chi chan, ma 14 chan nhu con gian. Cau ndy t6i ndy ra
nhicu ndm trude, khi nhdn mdt cong viée vao miia he: Lam gic cira tai mdt toa nha kha dep. Cong viée chi la ngdi do, cho moi nguoi dira di vao. Toi lai
con lam viée vao gio thap diém, moi ngurdi rat hiém khi ra vao. T6i ngoi d6. Toi co gang tur lam minh khudy khoa. Khong dugc phép doc sach, nén t6i
phai ty twong trong.

Hoi d6 t6i rat mé Stephanie Seymour. Toi nghi vé ¢6 nng sudt ca dém. Tat nhién, viée d6 chac chin din dén cam gide kho chiu kinh khing, Thé  toi
lai c6 ging tay sach dau oc, khong nghi dén céi gi ca. Cuir ngdi do, chan nhu con gian.

Toi cho trong budng, Moi ngudi di vao roi di ra. Toi 0 dau ra, khong thiy Schultz dau. Pa mdt tiéng muoi ba phit. Toi da nghe di thir tiéng dong, ngiri
du ther mii ma du cé ¢d gang ciing khong the tao ra noi.

Hai gi budc vao, 1An luot, bt dAu tan doc v& mot cude dua ndo do:

“Nay, céu co dinh t6i Portland du cudc chay dua Nike Run Hit Wonder 10K khong?”, g dAu tién noi.



“Cau dua a? Toi s& khong thé ndo bo 16! Toi i fan by ctia Tone—Loc ddy.” Ga nay thira nhdn tring tron ludn a2

“Con ai choi nira khong?”’, ga thir nhit hoi.

“Tommy Tutone, Flock of Seagulls, General Public, cting mbt nhom bi & 4n. Devo dang 1A hat giéng”, ga thir hai néi. Gi thé nay? Devo? Devo chic chin
¢6 nhiéu hon mot chién thing, khong dac biét lién quan dén viéc chay, nén t6i khong hiéu tai sao ho lai tham gia. Tai sao khong moi Bob Seger? Di ciing
khong phai nha v dich, nhung it nhét anh chang ndy biét cach “Chay ngwoc gio”.

“Devo khong nhan duoc sy ton trong ximg dang”, toi nghe thdy minh budt miéng ndi to. Toi lp tirc By tay che miéng, dé bat minh im di. Khong gi ndo
dap lai, nhung ca hai vdi va roi di.

It phit sau, c6 nguoi khac di vao. Hin vao budng canh budng ctia tO1, ngf)i xubng. Toi nhan ra doi gidy. La gi At chu bai. Toi nin tho, khong mudn gi
biét t6i & ddy. Toi ng01 i bat dong dén tim tai ca ngudi, con ga thi ching c6 Ay mot dong tinh. Ciing khong phai t6i mudn nghe 4m thanh gi tir g3, nhung toi
thiy la a gii ching hé 1Am bét ctr didu gi. Toi khoéng mubn bi 16, chir khong thi da khuyén gi di ma in bot sin.

“N6i dé cau biét. .. ching toi biét cau & day, biét tir lic cu mdi vio rdi”, gi noi.

“Céu ndi véi t6i ddy 427, 16 hoi, khong phai theo kiéu De Niro, ma theo kiéu ngdy tho ai co, ti 4y a?

“U, cau day.”

T6i ra khoi budng, gi ciing vay. “Chuyén gi viy?” Toi hoi. Hoan toan tinh bo. Toi chii y thdy hai tay bao vé dimg & cira.

“Nghe ndy. .. Toi hiéu viéc nay quan trong v6i cau”, gi At noi.

“Puoc ddy, cudi cling ciing c6 tién trién.”

“Nhung vin d& 13. ... ngdy ca khi t6i mudn dé cau vao trong kia giip ong dy. .. ciing ching ich loi gi.”

“Taisao?”

“Tai vi”, g n6i, “ngai Schultz dang & Barcelona, dyr Hoi nghi Thuong dinh vé& Thire phdm Toan cu.”

“Barcelona. .. Ty Ban Nha a?”

“Khong, Barcelona, ddo Rhode”, ga ndi.

“Ong 4y dang & mrdc ngoai?”

“Vay I cau dé t6i ngdi ddy hon mot tiéng dong ho?”

Q7

“Tai sa0?”, to1 hoang mang héi.

“Toi khong biét”, gi ni, nhur thé i that tinh khong biét. Va cau d6 bat ra hién-nhién t6i mirc 6i mubn ddm cho gi mdt qua vao mit.

“Dd khdn nan”, toi mang, R rang ciu d6 khong ding dn, vi ngay khi t6i thit ra, hai gi bao vé Khi dot tém Iy t6i, 10i ra ngoai. Ho dura toi toi thang
may. Ngay khi cira sdp dong lai, gi At dua tay ra, dimg cira lai. Clra mo ra lan nira, gi tur miin nho tho do lai hién ra, khoanh hai tay trrée ngye.

“O, va nhan tién. ..”, gi noi. “Ngai Schultz c6 phong vé sinh riéng, nén ngay ca khi ngai 4y c6 & van phong. .. cau cting chéing bao gid thure hién duroc
cudc hoi nghi trong toﬂet dau.” Roi gi xoay nguoi budc di. Ngay trurde khi ctra dong lai, t6i nghe gi ndi “Gio thi ai khon nan day nhi?”’,

Ga da thing, Ga chét tiét nho tho d6 da thing

Khi t1 hanh lang, toi thdy Heaven va Strummer ngay phia ngoai, dang chd t6i. Toi budc ra. Veé mat cuia t6i — cing hai gi bao vé hai bén— khién Heaven
nhén ra ngay rang moi thir khong dién ra nhu dy kién.

“ft nhét thi cau thiy duoc ong dy chir?”, ¢6 nang hoi.
B‘Khéng.”
“Cau c6 gap dugce ai khong?”

“Co, g ﬁép tAn. V4, tAt nhién, dam canh gac ca phe”, toi ra hiéu vé phia hai gi vira ném toi vé phia Heaven.



“Céau ¢ trong d6 lau kinh khing”, ¢6 nang noi.

“T6i khong mudn ndi vé chuyén do.”

‘“Pu ocC thé]’.”

“Cb thi sao? Hy vong c6 ¢6 trai nghiém tot hon t61.”

C5 nang khoanh tay trude ngire. “Cha, t6i ¢6 mdt trai nghiém thi vi. Lién quan dén gido duc...”

“Néidi...”

“T6i hoc duogc | murde dai meo phét sang trong bong t6i. Cau c6 biét viee d6 khong?”

“Khong, t6i khong biét.”

“Cha, ti cling viy”, ¢ nang noi. Toi khong biét c6 nang 16i & dau ra méy chuyén ndy. Dau 6¢ ¢ nang, giong nhur mdt cai him bi mat mi mot ngdy ndo
do, khoa hoc s& phat hién ra hoac chang bao gios tim thay. Toi nghi thé cang hay. Giong nhur khi ti rat thich mdt ban nhac, nhung ching ai biet dén ho.
T61 nudn nhitng ngudi t6i thich dugce nghe ho, nhung khi ca the gidi déu nhao vao cudc choi, thi tdi rat buc. Vi t6i tim thay ban nhac trude tién ma. Tat
nhién trir phi d6 13 mdt trong cac ban nhac cua toi. . . khi d6 ca theé gioi ctr thodi mai ma nhdy vao. Ngoai trir Heaven. . . t6i mong 1a khong c6 mot ai khac
nhdy vao chdp c6 nang,

Ban dang doc truyén Anh Cheang Ngu Ngo Vi C6 Neng Réic Roi dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full.Net.

Chwong 35: HEAVEN

Brady va 6i an trua tai mit noi goi 1d Sandwich Hoc Mt — nghe hoi ¢6 vé khiéu dam, nhung & ddy ban nhig chiée sandwich rét duge. N6 dugc thiét
ke theo ki€u song nurde u toi, voi quay bar trong nhur mit cai lan cii & bo song. Nhan vién ¢ day rat than thién, c6 vé thue sy thich thi véi viée lam
sandwich.

Sau bita trua, Brady thay chiéc 4o (rt) dugc ctia ciu ta va méc vao chiée a0 thun CBGB cil. Ching t6i trdy vio xe hoi, l4i t6i Trung tim Hoi nghi, nhung
0 d6 chang c6 gica.

“Hmm. .. la thit ddy”, t6i n6i. “Chéc né khong phai sy kién In nhu t6i nghi”

“Hén i khong”, Brady noi.

“Vay cting dén cong vién Viretta di”, t6i noi. “Né & ngay goc phd gan nha cii ctia Kurt.”

“Chi duwong di”, cau ta noi. Toi Iy ra to ban dd Seattle, va ching toi li xe t6i do dé to 1ong ton kinh v6i Kurt.

Khi t6i cong vién ngay di dién nha cii ctia Kurt, ti ring minh ngay khi xe dimg lai. Lang giéng & d6 dic biét tot tinh. Nhitng ngdi nha rat to. RS rang
day 1a khu cuc ky giau co.

Toi nghi ca hai ching ti déu ngac nhién bdi s6 nguoi qua t tai do. Khong vang hoe, nhung cling khong phai hiang nghin héng nghin dra tré nhu timg théy
tai Trung tAm Seattle murdi nam trude. Nhitng dira tré d6 han da trudng thanh, ching ¢ nhitng dicu hay hon dé lam. Ching t61 d6 xe 11 budce 1én tham
co.

C6 hai anh chang hippie phé thudc, ndng ndc mii diu hodc huong, dang tira vao mdt gde cy. Mot trong hai ké do nhin Brady, cudi khiy.

“Chao, Bé Hop thoi”, hdn noi.

“Bé Hop thoi?”, Brady vic lai, khong chic lim minh dang phai d6i mit voi diéu gi.

“U, B& Hop thot”, hén n6i, tr6 chiée 4o thun CBGB. “Mua céi 40 thun d6 ¢ dau véy. .. siéu thi ha?”

“Toi tir New York t6i. Toi mua n6 & New York — noi ti song”

“Lambd lam tich”, gi phé thube noi.

“Um.... khong. Téi séng & New York”, Brady noi.
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“Mic ké hin”, t6i noi.

“0, gitv ¢6 lai n6i Iy 4?”, Brady n6i voi toi.

“U”, toi dap.

“Pugc thoi”, cau ta dap, vi bit 1 t6i ding. Néu | mdt ngiy khéc, tai mt noi khic, 0i s& tu minh bo thing nhoc ny bién di. Nhung hom nay thi
khong, O dAy thi khong,

C6 nhiéu ngurdi ngdi trén thim ¢, tura vao gbe cy, choi guitar, hat nhitng bai ctia Nirvana. Bang ghé dudng nhur tr thanh bé tho. Lii nhc timg dén day
vao mudi nam trude da viet nguéch ngoac 1n d6 nhitng dong nhén cho Kurt. Nhung hom nay, né day ap nén, hoa, va anh Kurt. Ciing ¢6 tho va thu viet

chq Kurt, thAm chi ’cc‘)n ¢6 mot thanh khtr mii Teen Spirit — t6i ngﬁ viéc d¢6 that thi vi. Lii nhoc dang hat bai All Apologies. T6i dtiing canh bang ghé, nhin
chiéc bé tho da chién, mic niém mdt minh, bong mdt giot nrdc it trao ra khdi khdée mi. Toi khong kim nén duge.

Ching t0i n6i chuyén v6i mdt vai dira tré. Toi gip mdt co bé tir Kansas dén ddy cing me. Chivi sy kién ndy. C6 bé ké voi tdi rang ho tinh cor gip dng
cua Kurt sang nay, 6ng moi ho t6i nha ding tra. Ong con tang cd bé vai tam anh lic con nhd cua Kurt. Mot cau chuyén that tuyét — that dang nhé.

Thyc ra, diéu khién t6i kinh ngac, I Iira tudi ctia nhitng ¢ cau nhoc nay. Nhitng ngudi ban nghi s& 6 day lai khong chiém s6 d6ng. Phan 1on thudc Ira
tuoi tré hon. C6 mdt ¢6 bé miic do thun Nirvana, khong qua murdi ba tubi, nghiia 1 chi mdi ba tu6i khi Kurt mat. Ching cling khong c6 vé gi 1 nhimg

dira tré trAm cam, hur hong. Ching tréng nhu nhimg dira tré ngoan ngodn, thong minh va yéu dm nhac. Ching dén day vi nghi Kurt rét that. Ping la vay!
Nhidu nguoi dang khoe. S6 khéc chi im king ngdi ubng ca phé. Ky la 1 moi ngudi & day déu co mdt cde ca phé Starbucks.

Roi mot thiing ngde dot nhién xuat hién. Trudc e nay, moi thir kha binh yén, nhung thing cha nay dan chwong trinh ctia mot kénh truyén hinh cap dia
phuong, dua ra du loai gia thuyét am muru vé cai chét ctia Kurt.

Ga bat dau la hét da thir nhimnhi, nhimg con s6 thong ké kinh hai, tr6 tay vio Courtney Love, va khién moi thir loan xi ca lén. Ga chia camera vé dam
dong, mt camera khic gin ngay hong dé tw quay chinh minh. G3 dang Bm trd dé giy chuy, diéu ndy that sw rét khé chiu.

“Bién khoi day dil”, mot dira nhoc la lén.

“Toan Ia nguy bién!”, ga hét tra. “Ca dam cac nguoi thoai mai ngdi day khoc 1oc, nhung ching ai im gi dé stra chita moi thir! Cac ngudi da lam gi cho
Kurt?” Ga bit dau di theo mot s6 ¢6 cau nhoc cing chiée camera, hét vao mit ching, Khi g3 choc téi mot cau bé dang throng murdi bon tudi, thue sur
choc vao ngudi cau bé, Brady bén budc tdi trude mit gi.

“Anh ban, binh tinh”’, Brady néi. “Moi nguoi tdi ddy dé thé hién long ton kinh véi Kurt. Ho khong can anh hét vao mit.”
“Chinh cha ctia Courtney nghi ring c6 ta da laim ddy!”, gi hét Ién.

“Ngam quach c4i mdm ctia 6ng lai di”, gi hippie goi Brady [ “Bé Hop thoi” vao mudi phit trude én tleng bung vay. Khong gi khién moi ngudi dong
tam hiéu qua bang mdt ké thil chung, Brady va gi hippie, cting moi ngudi khéc, hién gioy d3 & ciing mot chién tuyén.

“Tét ca chc nguoi déu 1 dong bon! DO giét ngudi!”, g dién kia hét Ién.

“Nghe nay”, Brady noi, dot nhién ap sat vao mit ga. “O day bon t6i déng hon dng. Néu 6 6ng khong mang cai camera nho kia, cing v6i cai mdm cia 6ng
bién di chd khac, ching toi s& xé xac ong ra lam doi, 1di quay lai ddy sau murdi ndm nita dé ky niém cai chét ctia ong ddy.”

Moi ngudi bt du tung ho, con ga hippie 6m chim Ky Brady. Moi nguoi tiép tuc choi cac bai nhac, va cing nhau hat.

T6i quay lai chd bé th, nhan ra mdt dau vét ai d6 da dé lai dudi bang ghé. Dong chir PUNG QUEN LAYNE STALEY. Anh nay la ca si chinh cia
nhom Alice In Chains, mit nhom nhac Seattle khac. Layne chét vi | ding heroin qua liu hai ndm trude, ciing vao thang ndy (thing 01 t& ddi voi cac ngdi
sao nhac rock Seattle) ¢ tudi ba muoi tw. Gan nhur ngay khi t6i thdy dong chit nay, mdt con ché ba chan di ngang qua budi cau nguyén. Thé véi Chua,
61 n6i that day!

Viée d6 khién toi phat khiép Ién, vi trén bia mHt album nhac cta Alice In Chains c6 birc anh ctia mit con chd ba chan. Khac biét duy nhét 1 con chd ‘
trén bia dia bi mat chan trurde, con con chd nay mét chin sau. Nhung né giong nhu mbt dau hi¢u. Nhur the Layne cling ¢ déy vdi ching t6i. Hodc c6 the
anh ta dén cling Kurt, va ca hai déu on.

“C6 chuyén gi voi tit ca chd ca phé Starbucks kia thé nhi?”” Brady hoi khi chi1 y thdy mot ban day hop va ly ca phé Starbucks. “Cir nhur thé ho t6i day
dé gidu cot t6i dy.”

“Ong chii Starbucks séng ngay trén kia ma”, t6i nghe ¢ ngudi noi. Brady va t6i dong loat quay lai.
“Cau dia t6i chic”, Brady noi.

“Gion mat lam gi. Emnho tén 6ng ta la Howard thi phai. Em dén day subt dé t6 long kinh trong v6i Kurt. Em gip 6ng ta roi. Kha tot tinh. Ong ta quyén
26p mien phi toan bd ca phé Starbucks cho moi ngudi dén day homnay.”



‘“Nha nao vay?”, Brady hoi.

“Can du tién bén phai”, thing nhoc chi tay.

“Khong-thé-tin-ndi”, Brady noi.

“Cau can phai dén d6”, t6i néi v6i Brady. “Phai dén. Y t6i 1. .. chéc chén phai dén. Py ki dinh mé

“Thét hoi ky la ddy.”

“Qua la. Linh hon Kurt da mang c4u dén day.”

“Wow”, Brady ndi. “Cam on, Kurt.”

“Pén d6 di, t6i thic giuc.

Brady quay sang cdu nhdc. “Cén nha ngay trén kia dung khong?”’

“Véng”, thing nhoc dap. Brady nhin t6i, chay dén chd xe hoi, chdp ban ké hoach cing chiéc chai nho, 1di lao vé phia can nha.

T6i bude vé phia méy c6 cau nhoc dang ngdi hat thanh vong tron.

“Khong thé tin ndi”, mdt ¢b bé néi. “Ra di & tudi hai muroi bay. Qué tré!” Toi lai duoc goi nhic vé ndi so hii ctia minh. T6i van chira tim dwoc chdng, Toi
tham chi con chua hen ho. Trir phi tinh ca Darren vao dém no, nhung hom dé chiing t6i thdm chi con chang ra ngoai an t6i. Toi bat dau bon chon, muon
gat nd ra khéi tam tri. T6i khong IIllOIl nghi vé diéu do vao lic ndy. Hay su that rang sy nghlep chuyén mdon PR ctia t6i dang nhat phai thanh di vang,
Hay viéc t6i tham chi khong gitt ndi cong viée phuc vu ban, chir chura cin ndi toi mjt mdi quan hé nghiém tic. Toi s& quay lai véi cai gi day?

Toi ¢b ging dep yén tléng n6i trong dAu va chi dimg ddy. Yén king nghe moi i nguoi hat va tuong nhé Kurt. Nhung 1di ho hat sang bai Something in the
Way, tAm tri t0i bt dau quay cudng quanh cudc chia tay v6i Darren va hai moi quan hé nho nho thét bai sau Darren. Ri moi thir tua nhanh t6i nhing bo
phim nho - nhirg hoa tiét mau sic nghéo nan vé nhitng diéu ngu ngde t6i timg ndi, timg Bm. C6 1§ d6 1 nhitng vi du cho nguyén do tai sao t6i vin doc
than? Van thét nghiép? Van khong c6 duge didu gi dang ndi? C6 18 moi thir hoan toan 1 16i cta toi

Nhung khoan, chét tiét that! toi ddc than 14 vi t61 kén chon. T6i doc than la vi t6i khong dinh an phn. Ding, 61 s& tim mot cong viée, nhung khong phai

viée gi ciing duoc. Va ding, toi can phai két hon kha sém, néu khong t6i s& chét, nhung toi van s& khong an phan. D6 khong hoan toan 18i ciia t6i. Chim
hét.

-
“T6i doan chiing ta dang rat nghiém tic. Toi doan nhiing trd bong dua da két thuc roi, nhi?””

- Carl Spackler, Caddyshack

“Nhung lam sao céu chc chin duge?”

- Buttercup, The Princess Bride

Ban dang doc truyén Anh Chang Ngu Ngo' Va C6 Nang Réic Réi dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chwong 36: BRADY

T6i di bo t6i nha Schultz, nhiém sic thé Y trong ngudi t6i lp tir trdi dy. Thay vi tip trung vao cong vie trude miét, t0i bit dau so sanh nha ctia ong voi
dinh thy minh € ¢6 khi trd thanh triéu phu. Cho nay tht 4n trong, day du hét. Nhung t6i thi s& c6 t6i thiéu nim chiéc xe trudc nha, giong nhur moi ngdi
sao nhac rap biét tir trong khac. Va t6i s& thué ngudi dé dam bao nhitng chiéc xe d6 luon duge danh bong hoan hao. Mobi ngay.

Toi biét vi t6i d3 xem qué nhidu tp phim Cribs trén MTV. Nhung ban biét minh khong thiy dugc gi trong nhimg tap Cribs trén MTV khong, loat
chuong trinh phd trrong sur gidu ¢6 clia nhitng ngudi ndi tiéng ay” Bo hao. Khi tyr kiém dugc tién, toi s& xiy mdt con hao ngay trude cira nha. pé phong
hor thoi. Biét dau s& c6 ngay Howard va toi cing di choi, sin ban nay no, lam nhiing thir dan 6ng hay lam cung nhau — ddnh gid céc c0 siéu mau, nhiéc
mic céc tay hun luyén vién thé thao chuyén nghiép, tranh luAn xem ai ¢ nhiéu toc hon— lic d6 t6i s& ludn ¢ bd hao. Quan bai chién hrge. Schultz 42
Cha, 6ng dau c6 cai bo hao nao! Chiu thua di!

R&i khi dimg d6, gat g v6i hio nurde, tur hai dng véi chinh minh, 6 bimg tinh vi mdt ngwdi m viron bude vao nha, dé cong mod toang, Toi dau phai
nguoi tin vao cac dau hi€u, &m chi nay no. Nhung néu Heaven dirng day, ¢ nang s€ dirt khoat cho rang day 1a mt dau hi¢u. Va rang t6i nén bude vao
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sau nguoi m vuron. Thé I 6i di vao.

Puoc 161, ong 4y c6 thé khong c6 hao nude, nhung can nha ndy dep chét di duoc. Toi khong biét chinh xéc nén lam gi ¢ ddy, ben bude len tham co
cung ban ké hoach kinh doanh. Ngay lic d6, bat thinh linh t6i nghe mdt giong nit Mexico chdi tai cat Ién.

“Cau mudn gi?”

Toi khong biét nén nhin vio d4u, nhung van tra 101 nhur thé dang n6i chuyén véi mot phu thay xir Oz

“T6i chi. ... ¢ vai thir cho ngai Schultz”, t6i d4p, gio ban ké hoach cting chiéc chai nhé 1én dé chimng té minh thure sy ¢6 vai thir.
“Ngai Schultz khdng ¢6 ¢ nha. Cau khong dugc moi. Cau 1a ké dot nhdp! Toi goi canh sat!”

12

“Khong, khong can phai vay!
tham co.

To6i van con tyr hoi liéu ba Ay ¢6 v hinh hay sao, hodic ¢ 1§ ba dy ndi chuyén thong qua mdy phat thanh giin dau do trong

“Toi goi canh sat NGAY!” Ba 4y noi, 10i toi nghe tiéng “click”. Ban dAu, bd ndo hoang hét cia t6i nghi ring d6 1 tiéng 1én ¢o sing, Nhung khong, nghe
giong nhu tiéng cira dong sdp vao hon. Ma thoi, t6i kha chac ba ta khong noi dua. Roi lai ¢6 van dé khi nguoi lim viron hing ho di vé phia tdi cing cai
nhin rat dang so voi chice cao c6 bang kimloai khong 16 trong tay. To6i bén chay khoi tham co, qua cong, xubi xudng doi, trd lai cho Heaven dang n6i
chuyén voi may dira bé.

Chay dén chd c6 nang, t0i da mét dirt hoi, ctii ngwoi vé trude, chong tay 1én gbi ni tho hdng hoe mét méy gidy. Strummer di dén, iém mt toi.

“Chuyén gi vay?”, c6 nang hoi. “Cu gip 6ng dy chir?”

“Khéng,’ 61 thdy nguroi im viron ctia ong Ay, va bi quat niing boi ai d6 mé 61 doan 1 quan gia, trir phi ong Ay két hon voi mdt quy ba giong cao the thé
va noi tiéng Anh khong soi.”’

“Ai biét dugc chir”, Heaven dap. “C6 thé ba Ay thurc ra rat tot, nhung ubng ca phé qua nhidu. T6i bao dam trong nha d6 ¢6 ngudn cung ca phé vo tan.”

“Toi s& phai dap khong vé viéc do. Toi nghi xac xuat cao i chiing c6 ai dam két hon véi my do.” C6 nang nhin xubng tay toi, t6i dang cim ban ké hoach
cung chiéc chai.

“Céi gi kia?”, c6 nang hoi. “Tai sao ban ké hoach van & trong tay cau?”

“Co khong nghe hét 4? Quy ba giong the thé, nguoi Bm vudn. .. céi cao?”

“Nay, dua ti xeni”, ¢6 ning n6i rdi tom iy ban ké hoach ctng chiéc chai khoi tay t6i, ¢6 nang oai vé tién vé phia mot dira nhoc dang phé thube. Chi
loang sau, t0i thdy thang bé cdi chiéc a0 thun hipster kiéu dé choi bowling ra, dura cho ¢6 ning. C6 ning 16n né lai, mic vao ngudi, cudn toc én thanh
b, i 0ai vé di vé phia 16i dan t6i nha Schultz, huéng cira trude.

“RAt vui duoc quen cd”, t6i la én.

T6i tham chi khéng dam nhin. Nhung vi mang song ctia Heaven dang roi vao nguy hiém, t0i nghi viée nay co thé thi vi. Thé I tir ding sau xe hoi, t6i nhin
qua tham co, cd ning da di t6i ctra trudc ngdi nha to su ctia Schultz. Téi nhin vé phia canh cira mo, thdy mdt ngudi méc 4o den, va Heaven néi chuyén
V6i 6ng ta trong khoang thoi gian duong nhur dai ca thién nién ky. Roi dong cira lai. Va nhur thé ching c6 gl xdy ra, ¢ nang quay lai.

“Brady?”, ¢ nang goi.

“Day nay”, t0i n6i tir chd tron ding sau xe hoi, hién tai trong t6i hoi hén. C6 nang khom nguoi. “Chuyén gi vay?”, i thi thao.

“Mot ngurdi ra mo cira. . . t6i ndi ong Ay 1 t6i c6 thir rat quan trong can glao cho ngai Howard Schultz, va gin hét cho 6ng ta trach nhiém phai dam bao
dura 16 t4i cho ngai Schultz trong tinh trang nguyén ven, bang khong. ..”, rdi ¢6 nang vay tay trong khong khi.

“Balng khong thi sao?”

)

“T6i quén mat minh da ding tir gi rdf
phin trim co hoi.”

’, ¢b nang ndi, “nhung dng Ay rt 4n twong véi tinh nghiém trong ctia vin d&. Thé nén t6i nghi chiing ta ¢6 ndm muoi
Ong ta khong phai ngwoi duy nhat bi an twong. Thanh cong hay khong, d6 ciing | diéu thét thén thanh. C6 nang 16 toi khoi phia sau chiéc xe. Ching toi
quay tro lai mit-doimiat véi thang bé murdi hai tudi dang méc chiec o thun Nirvana cting 40 khoac chay md t6 mau den.

“Ao khoac dep déy”, ti noi. “Trong nhoc gidng nhu Fonz{ 1] 4y.”

[1] Nhén vat gia tuong trong loat phim sitcom “Nhiing ngiy hanh phic” ctia M, do Henry Winkler dao dién, cong chiéu vao nam 1974.

“La ai vay?”, thing bé hoi. Toi thm chi khong mang dura ngdn cai kn noi “ai da” dé tréu choc tri nhd ctia thiing bé, vi né lam gi ¢6 ky tre vé chuyén do.
Bong nhién, 61 cam thay minh I3 thang dan 6ng gia coi nhat trai dat.



Ngay liic niy, mdt chiéc xe canh sat d lai ngay sau chiéc xe hoi thué ciia toi. Hai vién canh sat budc ra.
“Chét tiét”, toi noi. “Ba quan gia quy quéi kia goi canh sat that luon 4?7
“Gi thé nay?”, Heaven hoi.

“Chiing ta chi can vos vit chit”, 10i néi. “Vor vit. Cr ra vé tur nhién di.” Nhung hai vién cénh sat di vé phia xe chiing t6i, bét du chiéu dén pin vao bén
trong, “Khon nan that. .. ho biet 1a t6i. Han Ia t6i nén di lai d6.”
Toi di lai phia chiéc xe, Heaven theo sau.

“Xin 161, si quan, t6i nghi cac vi dang tim t6i”, t6i noi. “Toi khong dinh Am g ¢4, t6i chi mudn néi chuyén véi ngai...”

“Cb ta kia! Pimg yén! Nam xubng dat”, ho kéu Ién, rit sting ra. “Nam xubng.” Toi lam theo. Chét tiét! Schultz hiin 14 rat ¢ tiéng tim & céi thi trin ndy.
Nhung tai sao lai 1 “c6 ta’™? Tai sao Heaven lai dinh liu vao day?

“Ca hai!” Ho nhin Heaven. C6 nang lam theo. T6i cam thfiy thét t& khi Heaven ciing bi 161 vao viéc nay.

“Nay, sTquan, c¢d 4y ching lién quan g} t6i vu ndy c4”, toi noi.

Ching t6i bi ho cong tay khi vn con ndm dudi dit. Roi ho dua ching t6i t6i xe canh sat, 4n vio xe, quay lung vé phia ho.
“Dang chan ra”, ho quat véi ching t6i. “Céc nguoi co vii khi khong?”

“Khong”, c4 hai ching t6i dap. Ho bt dau sd soang ching toi tir trén xudng dudi. Ngay lic d6, khoang bay xe canh st nita lao vé phia chiing t6i, dén
nhap nhay. Mot vién canh sat cho tay vao tii quan cta Heaven, moc chia khoa ra.

“D6 Ia chiéc Ford Focus ciia ciu a2, ong Ay hoi.

“Vang, .. y t6i 1, khong. .. 1 xe thué”, t0i ndi.

Ho mo cOp xe, 16i ra mdt chiée i vai thd 16n.

“Cai gi d6?”, t6i hoi Heaven.

“Toi khong biét”, ¢o nang dap.

M6t vién canh sat mo tii, nhin céc canh sat khac bang anh miét t6i khong hiéu im. Roi ong ta 16i ra mdt khiu sting khong 16.
“Oi lay Chua!”, Heaven an t6i ciing thdt lén.

“Céc nguodi co quyén giir imling...”, ng ta noi. RO tiép tuc doc ra cac quyén ciia ching t6i, giong bi nhitng ngudi tai budi cau nguyén 4t di. Ho dot
nhién lai dang la 6, huyt gi6 vé phia chung toi.

Thém nhiéu canh st dén. Ching toi bi ap giai xuyén qua dam dong tai budi cau nguyén cho Kurt Cobain, tay bi cong, mjt canh sat cam sing — khau
sting vira tim thay trong cOp xe ctia chiing to1. Ho ghét ching t6i. Ai d6 thdm chi con nho vao t6i, roi vai nguoi khac cling lam theo.

“Kurt chét vi t6i 16i ctia cac ngudi ddy!”, mdt ¢b bé ndo do la Ién. Rdi bdng nhién ching t6i d trd thanh ké thi chung, moi ngudi déu két bé chong lai
chuiing t6i.

“Cb ta cudp cai 4o cta toil”, thing bé phé thude néi. Céi ny dic biét chua chét, vi tuy chi tinh ¢d, nhung ciing ding, Strummer bét dAu sta nhur dién,
khong ngimg nghi

“Sao thir d6 lai chui vo cdp xe ctia ching ta?”, t6i hoi Heaven.

“T6i khong biét! Ho dang nhd vao i ndy!”, 6 nang rén ri.

“Heaven! Nghi di! Mot khiu stng? Tai I8 cdu nguyén ctia Kurt Cobain? C9 ciing biét d6 1 céch cau ta tyr st ma, diing khong?”
“Tét nhién t6i bict.”

“Cha, t6i ciing mubn nhd vao co déy.”

“Khong phai 16i ctia t0i!”, ¢b nang la Ién.

“Lan g nhét ¢ gly ra viée t0i 16i B bao gio? Chura bao gitr chir gi? Thoi, hoi vay thoi”, toi dap. RO tdi ndi thém, “C6 | Thi d6 Xau ho cta ca thé gii
day, co bict khong?”



Ching t6i t6i chd xe canh sat. Ong ta m6 cira, che du chiing t6i dé khong bi dung d4u vao trin trong lic dua ching t6i vao xe. Ho mang Strummer
theo, dura nd vao mot chicc xe khac. Khong bi cong,

Toi nhin trimg trimg vao Heaven, nhung c6 nang khong nhin t0i. C6 nang cam thiy anh mit ctia t0i huéng vé minh, nhung khong nhin lai. C6 néng hét
nhu Strummer moi khi lam sai dieu gi d6 — nghe duoc camxuc trong giong ndi ctia t6i nhung gia vo khong biét va chang thém nhin t6i. “Chi€e xe cling bi
tich thu””, canh st cho hay.

“Tét nhién 7", t6i quay lai, d01 mit véi mdi de doa bén phai. “Dugc rdi. .. Heaven?” Toi goi, ¢6 nang van ctr ngdi do, tir chdi nhin vao t6i. “Toi chinh
thirc ning mirc bao dong qubc gia ctia ¢d tir cam sang do.”

Toi ngdi trong mHt budng giam tai nha ti1 quén King, ¢ trung tim Seattle. Heaven va toi vira phé v toan bo b1161 cau nguyén ctia Kurt Cobain, bi bt gir
Vi s¢ hiru trai phép vil khi ciing dung cu cudp ngin hang, Tai sao moi thir lai xay ra nhu vy, thi t6i khong bict.

Chung t6i bi iy ddu van tay, t6i bj giam trong budng. Heaven & trong budng canh bén, dang bat dau hat lién khiic cii k§ vé cac bang dang. Toi dao mét
voi c6 nang,

“Toi xin I67”, ¢6 nang noi qua cc chin song. RSi gwong miit ¢6 nang bién dbi, nhur thé vira thiy ma. “Nay!” C6 nang ndi véi mdt gi doi chiéc mii bong
chay, bi canh sat cong tay dat ngang qua ching t6i. D6 1 gi Nude dai meo! Ga thi thao v6i toi. RS rang khong phai mt con ma. Ga Nude dai meo.
Chéng hiéu y gi nita!

RO t6i nghe tiéng budc chan di vé phia ching toi. Toi quay lai, rat sbc khi thdy gi in tai vin phong Schultz cling mdt quy ba gbe Tay Ban Nha thép tit,
mip U mic trang phuc ctia quan gia dang nhin vao budng giam ctia ching t6i.

“Ding rdi, thura si quan”, gi n6i. “Chinh | cau ta.”

“Dng”, ba Tay Ban Nha noi. “Nguoi xau!”

“Céc nguoi gion mét véi toi chic. Bay gior ding nha vé sinh ciing 1 t0i sa0?”

“Khong, nhung xAm nhdp tur gia thi 1 07, vién canh sét n6i. “Cau rd rang da quanh quin & d6 ca ngay, cau Gilbert.”

“Ai d6 nhéo t6i mot c4i di”, 61 néi. “Tat mdt cai. ... 1im gi ciing dwoc. Panh thire t6i khoi con 4c mdng ndy di.”” R t6i nhin gi dang ¢ ciing budng, bdng
nhién g chom En. T6i chic chan can chinh lai 101 vira noi. “T6i khong thue sy can tat dau.”

“Aidd?”, Heaven noi.

“Ga tiép tan”, t6i noi.

“Bién khoi ddy di, do siu bo ti hon!”, Heaven hét vé phia gi. “Céu s& phai hdi tiéc khi biét minh vira gy su voi ail”
“Co dang lam moi thir t¢ thém”, t61 ndi vdi co nang,

“Xin 01", ¢6 nang dap, 4n khudn niit vao giira cic chn song dé thiy rd hon gi Nudc dai meo.

“Céu dang lam gi 6 day thé?”, 6 nang hoi “Oi lay Chia. .. a cau!” Co nang n6i nhu thé vira dot nhién nhan ra diéu gi. C6 ning viron ¢4 canh tay khoi
song chéin dé tr6 ngon tay két t6i v& phia hén. “Cau bo khiu sting vao cdp xe clia toi. Va cau 1 Iy do tai sao canh sat dén.”

“Gi co?”, t61 hoi

“La sting ctia hén.”

“Han 14 ai?”

“Hén I g7 t6t bung da gitip 16i cho db vao cdp. Hoa ra. .. ching tt bung m.”

Ga d6 tham chi ching nhin vao Heaven. Chi nhin chiim chiim xubng doi gidy.

Canh sat mét muroi hai gio d€ xac nhan cau chuyén ciia chung t6i va hoan thanh cac gidy to, nhung cubi ciing ciing dé ching toi di. Hoa ra 3 m Heaven
bi quyen rii va gitip dg ¢4 nang voi mo do tap hoa lai la k¢ da cu6p nha bang My ngay bén canh cira hang tién loi muroi phut trude. Ga quyét dinh phi
tang khiu sting vao cbp xe ciia ching t61 Tét ca déu bi camera giam sét quay dwoc. Ho tha cho t6i toi xim nhp tur gia bat hop phap, vi mdt s quan
ting hoc cuing trung hoc véi g hé At bich kia (thue ra tén gi B David — that khong con gi dé néi), va g hira s& “thuyét phuc con dia d6 budng ra”
Vién canh sat nay goi David 14 “ginh nang ctia nhont”, ké voi t0i ring c6 ln David timng ngat xiu trén sin khiu trong lic dang choi kén bassoon tai mbt
budi biéu dien. Khi ma t6i dang hurdng lac, thi David lai dang cu nguyén cho mot dén tho cta thuyen trrong Kirk. Moi thir gan nhur giai thich tron tru
cho noi thi1 0dn ctia gd. Gan nhu thoi. Toi san sang bd qua vé dao mao dé dap nat gd do. Hoac toi thi€u nhat Ia nghién cho g mdt phat.

Ho dén ching t6i tdi chd Strummimer, n6 dang quanh quan bén ngoai mdt van phong thim tir cing mdt con Lab den. R rang 1 nd dang sdng lai nhing



ngay xua cil, duogc choi tro hen hd véi ché cia canh sat, va né chura sin sang roi khoi day.

Ching t6i 16 n6 ra ngodi, dtmg trén dai 16 s6 5. Va rdi khi moi thir d chinh thirc d4u ra ddy, ching t6i nhin nhau, nhu thé dé noi, “Cai quy quéi gi thé
nhi?””.

Khi iy xe ra khoi b it xe, ca hai ching t6i déu d6i nghu. Heaven bén khui chd Pringles ¢6 ning da mua du ding cho ca méy théng. Nhung c6 ning
khong cho t6i chut gi, t6i khi t61 dong y dua véi c6 nang an hét mdt lo. Day 1a thir t6i phai chiu dung, Sau khi phdi chiu dung trong tii vi ¢6 ta, t6i tham chi
con khong cd duge mot lo Pringles.

“Hom nay c6 con giy chuyén chura dii sa0?”, t6i hoi. “C6 phai toi dang bi bude phéi chip nhan viée bung dudi s& tich mdt nim khoai tay trong sudt mot
tuan khong?”’

“Trong rudt gid ciia c4u thi co thé, bung dudi thi khong”, ¢6 nang n6i. “Théi ndo. S& vui n.”

“An thi ching c6 gi vui ca. Téi thich nhai d6 &n mdt cach dang hoang.”

“MOot khi da timg. . . ban khong thé ngimg”, c6 nang ngimnga. DAy 1 giai diéu quang céo clia Pringles.

“U, nhung t6i khong dinh. . . im v& dong mach.”

“Vé van.”

“Pringles d4u phéi dé tong ca nfm vao miéng mdt ic”, t0i nbi, cd ging lim c6 nang hung lac ¥ chi. “Ching rat dic biét. Chung la dé thuong thire, timg
vién mt. Lop duong siéu mong. .. gion nita. ROi cam giac tan-ngay-trong-miéng. . . khong qua nhleu du... khong qua man. . » Cubi cling toi ti khién
minh sa vao con thém Pringles t6i mirc hét chiu ndi. “Pura cho 67", toi nbi trong lic giat Ay mot dng, mo ndp va ngau nghién. Chet tit that! “Toi s&
khong hién lanh gi véi ¢b dau”, miéng toi day keo. “To6i vira phéi chiu dung til giam chi vi ¢6. Téi tin minh ximg d4ng duoc in keo.”

“Nay, ngai ciing c6 phin trong d6 ddy, thua ngi”

“Thét sao?”

“Xam nhap tur gia bt hop phap va bi chudng bao trom phat hién ddy thoi?”, 6 nang noi.

“Nhung ho s& ching giri nguyén ca binh doan canh sét Seattle king suc ti. T6i bi 161 vio c4i dbng hdn don cua co ddy.”

“Khoai tay. ... khoai tdy”, ¢ nang néi. “Nhan tién, cau nén camon toi. It nht vao ic nay, nhd t6i, Schultz s& biét cau i ai.” Rdi ¢6 nang thd vao éng, Ay
ra chirng mudi bay vién Pringles, tong hét cho d6 vao miéng,

“Toi dam c4 co s& khat nurée khimg khiép trong vong khoang ba miroi gidy nira.”
“Thi sa0?”” C6 nang dap, miéng day keo.

“Va... c6 khong nén n6i trong lic miéng dﬁy thirc an.” iéu d6 tat nhién khién c6 nang phai mo miéng to hon, toi thay hét ca chd keo dang bi nhai. Tir
khi nao t61 trd thanh anh trai ctia c6 nang thé nay? “Va. .. trude khi co bat dau cu xir nhur mdt con bé tam tuoi, thi toi s& cho c6 d6 uong.”

“Toi thyre sy khat ro7”, ¢6 ning noi.

“Cha, rat tinh c 12 t6i lai c6 mdt loai cola c6 thé o s& thich.” Toi 6i ra lon Tab dé trong tdi tir lic con & L.A., dua cho c6 nang,

“Oi lay Chiia! Cau iy dugc thir nay & dau vay?”, ¢6 nang thét lén.

“T6i ddi v6i ban ti trong trai ddy. Néi cho ¢6 nghe, ton hét ba gdi thudc 1 va mot cude tr swong bang tay cho hén ddy.”

“Cammiéng, cau Ky thir ndy ¢ dau?”

“Toi Iy duoc & L.A. .. Toi von dinh dira cho ¢ tir trude, nhung quén béng mét. Bi ket vao vu nhén vién an ninh ctia Schultz, rdi lai vu khd s kia.”

“Camon’”, c6 nang ndi rdi khui lon soda. Ubng mdt ngum Ion, sau do “aaah’” mot tiéng Co nang lai con lay chiéc khoen deo vao ngdn ap it nhur thé n6
1a chiée nhan cudi ay. Co nang dua ban tay ra, nhin ngam “Mot ngay nao d6”, giong c6 nang rau 1i.

“0, mot chiéc nhin tir khoen lon soda. C6 dé tinh that. Hau hét céc c¢6 gai khac thi thich nhin cta Tiffany.”
“Nay, t6i dau c6 nhur hau hét cac ¢ gai khac.” C6 nang khoe mé véi toi ddy a?

Chuyén bay khir hoi khéi hanh vao lic 7 gios t0i nay. T6i lic ndy, t0i da im hét nhing diéu c6 thé vi Sita qué. Ching t0i con mot ngiy cudi cing dé tin
hudng moi thit tai Seattle. Néu ching t6i thue sy “nguyén ven” thoat khoi chon ndy, 61 s€ rat ngac nhién.

Chung t6i chop mit mot chit dé khong mét strc. Sau d6 Heaven mubn t6i xem dy 4n Trai nghiém mnhac, diém du lich moi nhét tai Seattle. D6 b mdt



bao tang vé amnhac dugc Frank Gehry thiét ké. Thyc ra toi ciing nudn dén xem, thé i ching t6i Ién dudng, Téi kha kinh ngac.

Frank Gehry la nguoi t6i v cling ngudng mo. Thurdng thi cac kién tric ctia ong doc déo, mém i va duyén dang, nhung thir nay lai hoan toan ngira
miat. Trong ctr nhu the 6ng da lay mot mé thép, tam kim loai bé lai vdi nhau ay.

Ching tbi vao trong, xem cac quiy ké dién tir trong cuc ky gidng chirong trinh Behind the Music ctia VHI — trir phin quang céo.

B9 suru tap vé Jimi Hendrix chinh B thir mé mén phan ndo cho noi nay. Ngudi ta cho rang no bét dau véi chiéc guitar Hendrix timg choi tai Woodstock
cung chiec mil bolero den trir danh ctia 6ng. Gid thi ho con c6 cé guitar ciia Bo Diddley, Bob Dylan, tat nhién ca Nirvana nita.

Cong nghé cua ho cho phép nhirng ngudi ching biét cach choi nhac ciing ¢6 thé bdng dung duroc hoa minh ctng cac anh hing. Heaven x6ng vao
Onstage, mdt cin phong sang sta, day khoi, cho phép moi nguoi trai nghiém cam gidc choi nhac song trude hang nghin ngwdi hAm md gio thét.

C0 nang ht mot phién ban rit la ctia bai Wild Thing trude dam dong dang phén khich — 16 rang d6 k nhitng nguoi ham mo cta budi bicu dién tai Log
Angeles Itic trude. Khi hat xong, c6 nang dig do6 cui chao hét 1an nay dén Ian khac. Khi t6i nghi ¢a xong xudi, c6 nang lai ctii chao 1an nita. To6i phai ty
tay 161 cd nang khéi san khau.

“Céu c6 phién khong vay?”, ¢6 nang hoi.

“Co thi sao?”, toi dap tra.

“T6i dang c6 khoanh khiic khé quén”, ¢ nang noi.

“Dung vay. Nhung ma, c6 lic nio ¢6 khong nhur thé chura?” Co nang lim mat quy, 10i ching 6 lai di bd xem ndt bao tang, Ho €6 mOt quan ca phé goi

la The Turnable, mot cura hang huru niém ban CD ciing cac vat pham lién quan dén amnhac. Ho tuyén bd c6 mdt trim dia CD ndi bat nhat v& nhac rock
1’ roll, lai c6 mdt sb thir trong ndy ma t6i tham chi con chang biét i nguoi ta lai ghi vio CD. Pay thuc sy 1a chd ti thiy thil vi nhat trong toan bd bao

tang,

Ching t6i roi khoi d6, cam thiy thoa mén vi— it nhét — da lam duoc didu gi d6 nén lam khi dén Seattle. Heaven mudn i xem siéu thi Pike, noi c6 nang
da thay mot it vao hom qua.

Ching t6i kén dudng dén do, théty mdt quan bar tén Powell’s & tang trén ctia siéu thi. Mot quén bar tuyét voi, ddy khoi, theo phong cach cb va c6 goc
nhin dep mé hon. Chinh 14 ki€u dia diém moi nguoi dén nhiu nhet vao ban ngdy, va goi nhau bang tén riéng,

Heaven cting t6i quyét dinh ubng mot trn tru6e khi lén chuyén bay vé nha, nhung bét ké say dén c& ndo, t6i s& khong quén ring ching t6i da c6 hiép
ude khi ha canh xuong day. Co nang s€ ngdi ghé gan ctra so trén chuyén bay khir hoi.

“C0 s€ lam gi khi ching ta quay Ve, t01 hoi. Toi cting tyr hoi minh cau nay. Toi s& lam cai quai gi dé kiém murdi nghin d6 da hira hen voi ban nhac? Toi
cam thiy du t& vé viéc n6i ddi i nho rdi. .. gior thi t6i tham chi con cam thiy t& hon khi quay vé nha va thue sw phai xoay x6 cho ra tién.

“Y chu 14 sa0?”, ¢d nang hoi.

“Thi. ... khong phai i mudn goi ra chi d& khé chiu, nhung gan day c6 da mat viée ma.”

“Ding, t0i biét”, c6 nang 16 rang 1 curc ky sung sudng vi duroc t0i goi nhd. “Toi ¢6 thé n6i voi cau nhing diéu toi s& khong hm.”
“La g

“Kiémmdt cong viéc phu ban khac.”

“T6t. C6 khong nén aim vay”, toi ni. “Ai d6 s& can dén mdt b oc Am PR gioi.” C6 ning nhin toi chim chim. T6i ¢6 tranh 4nh mét d6, tur hoi liéu trén
mét minh ¢6 dinh gi khong,

“U... t61 biét mot ban nhac sdp can duoc king xé hét ¢& trong vong it thang to1”, ¢6 nang n6i. “Va ho s& can mdt cong ty quan Iy, khong phai dang cong
ty ding nhitng thi doan xura cii. Ma 1a ai d6 suy nghi khac la. Ai d6 mdi mé hon. Lam viéc cét lyc hon.”

“Hmm...”, t6i ngdmnghi. C6 1& 1n dAu tién ké tir e biét c6 nang, t6i m6i thiy c6 nang khong hé gidu cot. Nghiém tic ndo.

“Toi nghiém tic”, ¢6 nang ndi. “Ching ta ¢ gi dé mat dau?”

“C6 chiic chin A to mdm that.”

“Néu t6i am PR cho Superhero, vay cau s& lam viéc véi toi. Cau co thé chiu duoc viée gap t6i thuong xuyén khong?”

“Cir im nhur thé c6 sép di d4u dy.” T6i mim cudi. “Duong nhu i ching c6 Iwa chon ndo ca. Téi thiéu thi t6i ciing diit duoc ¢6 vao vi tri hiru ich.”

“Toi s& goi cOng ty ctia minh 1 gi nhi?”



“Cau hoi hay dy”, ti suy nghi

“PR Chét 6 tudi hai muroi bay?”

“Khong c6 tinh thin Bm. ..”

“Nhitng cong ty ‘cool’ thi tén ciing phéi ‘cool’....”, ¢6 nang n6i. “Ga Lin Hu Hong. .. Nir Quyén. .. Ric Ri Lon...”
“O ké... cai d6 nghe ciing duoc.”

“Toi thichn6”, ¢ nang tu tin dap.

“Puoc 17", 161 bit qua 16 rang d6 s& 1 tén cong ty ciia ¢o nang Toining ly. “Mimg co, va Chét 6 tudi hai muroi bay. . . Chiic ¢6 ¢6 nhiéu thanh cong
hon ca trong mo. .. va chiic ¢ bién Superhero thanh ngdi sao ni tiéng, khién ching ta that gidu, giau su luén!”

“Nghe rdi! Nghe r6i!”, ¢6 nang dap. Ching ti cung ly.

Chng toi dén san bay dé ky giri Strummer. Tam biét anh chang bé nhé nay lic ndo ciing khé khén, nhung t6i biét rang ching t6i s& gip lain6 & cudi
chuyén bay.
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Chwong 37: HEAVEN

Khi ching t6i ha canh xubng New York, thire t& nhanh chong ap t6i. Didu tt dep 1 thoi tiét rat d& chiu, nhung t6i khong mudn quay tré vé& nha. Néam
mdc, moi thir. Toi s& quén di vu ndm moc.

Brady va t6i nhan lai Strummer. Brady cing n6 chay mot vong quanh san bay. Hai cau bé vui dtia nhu phét cudng, Toi tim thdy ho, ca hai déu dang tho
ddc tai quiy lay hanh ly. Tui cta t0i ra trude tién, con tli cta Brady thi & méi phia sau. Cudi cing, chiing ti ciing xong xubi moi thi, bat mit chiéc taxi
va quay trd vé noi & khiém ton ctia ca hai.

Toa nha ctia ching t6i van hét nhu khi roi di, nhung mbi quan hé cia ching t6i thi khong nhu thé nira. ”ﬂﬁcfmgchéngcé gl xay ra, nhung t6i dd ngi cling
phong véi Brady su6t nam dém, nén bay gio tach ra s& kha ky cyc. Khi lén tang trén, ching t6i bude vé hai canh ctra khac nhau, va khong nhin vao
nhau. T6i cho 1a céu ta ciing dang nghi giong toi.

BRADY

Cubi cling, da binh yén. That & chiu khi khong phai chiu tréch nhigm vé Heaven Hing huc. Chiia oi, canh cira cta t0i trong tuyét qu! Brady cin binh
yén. Brady can dugc ¢ mot minh. Brady bict rang minh can thoi gian dwoc ¢ mbt minh khi n6i chuyén vé ban thin ¢ ngdi thir ba. Va y t6i khong phai la
ndi chuyén mdt minh cting-kem-boi-tay-va-khan-lau. Chi 13 t6i can xa hoi. Voinita, ¢d nang van dang giii quyén catalog Victoria’s Secret ctia toi ma.
HEAVEN

Toi cho chia vao 6, xoay mo.

“Cha”, 161 ndi, “doan Ia cau s€ mirng vi dugc lam vua trong déy.”

“Dling 1", cAu ta dap. “Khong phai co 1 ban dong hanh ¢ dau. .. nhung duoc s¢ hitu khong gian cho riéng minh thi tdt hon.”

“U”, t6i n6i. “Cha. .. chiic cu ngii ngon. Liic khéc gip.”

“Chéic chén rdi”, c4u ta ndi. “Chiic ngii ngon.” Ri ca hai ching toi budc viao khong gian ciia riéng minh.

T6i g trong cin h ctia minh, nhin quanh. Moi thir van nhur cii. Toi budc lai girdng, nim xubng. Brady da ding. Pugc & mdt minh, trong khong gian
riéng. .. that tot. Toi coi hét quan 4o, xa nurée vao bon tam. Lic t6i vii minh xuong bon tam day bot xa phong mii dira va chudi, Strummer di dén, dat
dau Ién thanh bon. T6i vo dau nd, va ty nghi: The nay that khong t€ chit nao!

BRADY

Thét t§! Lam thé ndo ma khi cudi ciing da viit duoc Heaven ra khoi khong gian quanh minh rdi, t0i lai i tu hoi cd nng dang lim gi? Khong binh thuong
chit nao! Han 12 t6i qua mét roi.
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Toi tu hoi Strummer dang nghif gl. Toi ddm cé 1 nd nhd t6i. Con ciin lai dién khing tran day tinh thirong vo b bén.

T6i can murdi nghin d6 la.

Chor chit. Vo brbén.... gibng nhur tinh yéu ma bo dia tuyén tap ludn mang dén cho Phil, cho t0i, Iin cong ty thu 4m Sleestak. Dung vay! Du sao ciing
dang thir. T6i s& goi cho Phil ngay lp tirc, va ching t6i s& doc hét stre vao vy ndy. Chiing t6i s& thé chap thu nhap tir m& dia tuyen tp de di vay, dat
cugc toan bd tuong lai vao ban nhac Superhero vo danh tiéu tot.
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Chuong 38: HEAVEN

Bira sang I bira an t6i thich nhét trong ngdy. Thich t6i mirc, sang nay khi thirc day, ti quyét dinh s& in gbp bira sang voi ca bira trua va t61. Toi tham
chi con im mdt t6 yén mach cho Strummer, vi miii nd cir khyt khit khi 01 dn phan ctia minh — ti hleu nhur thé nghia 13 n6 cing | mudn an. Yén mach va

ch6 khong phai hai thir hop nhau. Cubi ciing thi mét Strummer dinh day yén mach kho. Nhung né rat vui. Chéng phai doi chi can thé sao?

Toi dang nghe ban thu thir ctia Superhero dugc Brady dua cho, suy nghi v& céc ¥ tuong quang ba cho nhém, thi dién thoai ctia t6i vang Ién.

“Xin chao?”

“Heaven””, mjt giong Albani khong thé An vao du ct Ién. “Toi dang trong gior nghi. Toi phai n6i chuyén véi ¢o. Gids ¢b ¢6 thoi gian khong?”

“Marco a?”

“Thé c6 nghi ai lai n6i dugce giong thé nay?”, Marco hoi lai.

“Cé chuyén gi vay, cau bé?”

“T6i n6i chuyén véi ¢d duoc khong? Gap mit 4y?”

“Pugc chir”, t6i dap, dong y gip cau ta tai cong vién nho dbi dién quan Tenple.

Khi dén cong vién, t6i thdy Marco dang di t6i di hui, thiy cau ta dang niic 4o khoac. Khong giéng cau ta moi khi chit ndo. Céu ta trong khé chai chudt.
“Chao, chang dep trai!” Toi 6m chdm cdu ta. “Nha hang thé ndo rdi?”

“Cd nghi thé nao chir? Rét khimg khiép. Nhu moi khi thot”, cau ta noi. Rdi cau ta dbt diéu thude, hit mot hoi sau. “Tdi nhan duroc tin xAu.”

“Tin gi?”

“Bbn ngay nita visa ctia toi hét han.”

“0j, khong!” Toi thyc su lo léng,

“Toi khong biét tai sao lai khong nhan duoc gidy bao sém hon. Néu dam ngu ngde d6 nghi ti ¢6 thé giai quyét vin dé trong vong bbn ngay, thi thurc sur,
t6i khong Am ndi.”

“Céu s& phai quay vé Albani sa0?”
“Sém muon thoi, ding 14 vay”, cau ta dap.
“Trong vong bon ngay nita?”’

“Khong, tat nhién khong phai trong vong bon ngiy. Toi khong thé. Jean Paul d4 lam cho t6i s6 thé an ninh xa hoi gia khi m6i vao lam, gio néu dung t6i
visa, t6i lai c6 hai mé sO an ninh xa hoi. . . 101 lai khong c6 bang chirng minh da 1amv1ec Va t6i khong thé lam trong nha hang néu khong c6 visa. Rdi tinh
hét. Toi cling khong hiu tai sao Jean Paul lai cho t6i mé s6 an ninh X3 hdi gia.”

“Cha, tai sao héin lai im thé nhi?”
Marco thé dai. “Vi khi dugc thué lamy, t6i chra c6 sb an ninh xa hoi, thé 13 gi bia ra dé lam cho xong thi tuc gidy t0.”

“Ga that |y suy nghi thdu dao.”
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“U”, Marco n6i. Cau ta lai @6t mot diéu thudc nira bang diéu thudc da gan tan.

“Toi rat xin lSi, chang trai”, t6i noi. “Téi c6 thé gitp gi khong?” Ngay gidy pht ndy, t0i thye sw héi tiéc vi da hoi. Marco quy ca hai gdi xubng, Toi ngdy
cau ta sip ciu hon minh, nhlmg cu ta dau thé thuc sur ciu hon vai 161, ding khong? Troi oi! Thét kinh khing!

“T6i khong chic thé ndo mdi dudng hoang. T6i nén quy mot bi hay hai day?” Cau ta hoi, khién t6i mudn phéat khoc. Toi quy cau chang bé nhé nay, va
i thure sur s& Am bét ctr didu gi c6 thé dé gitp dd, nhung khong doi ndo t6i két hon véi cau ta.

“Chi mot géi théi, nhung céu dimg én di, Marco.” Cu ta chéng mot chan €n, chi con quy mit géi, va nhin t61 béng bén miit con nguyén ven.

“Heaven, t6i biét thé nay khong ling man Jim, vi n6 trong nhur thé t6i chi can duge c6 quyén cong dan. Va dung i viy. Nhung dong thoi, t6i van ludn
nghi ¢6 1a ¢ gai xinh dep nhat trén thé gidi.”

“Marco, thoi di. .. that déy!”

“T6i n6i that ma”, cu ta ndm chit tay toi

“T6i khong thé curdi cau, Marco, nén im on dimg yéu cau t6i két hon véi cau. Toi khong thé. Toi ghét phai tir chdi, nhung toi khong thé.”

“Khi c6 budn vi chia tay ban trai. .. khi c6 mdi bat dau lam viéc cting chiing t6i. . . 161 c6 khdc, t6i ndi voi c6 rang co ca tram nguoi dan 6ng s€ muon
duoc & canh ¢ — t61 muon ndi rang toi s€ lam ngurdi ban trai méi cia ¢d.”

“Marg:o, nghe nay...” T6i md 101, nhung c~€1u ta da cho tay vao Ntul 40 khodc, 16i ra mt chiéc hop. Chiée hop hoi Ién hon hop dung nhan, nhung né con
co thé 1a céi gi nita co chir? Céu ta ¢ nhan? Oj, sy viéc ¢t moi gidy lai cang & hai.

“T6i khong d tién mua chiéc nhin ma céc cd gai thich, nhung t6i ¢6 thir ndy ting ¢6”, cau ta noi. Rdi mo chiée hop, cau ta dua nd t6i gan toi bang vé
mat ngdp tran xuc cam chan thanh t6i nirc long. Toi nhin vao hop.

“Mot chiée khoa thit eng, Mot chiéc khoa thit lung hinh g trdng, Thir khoi hai nhét t6i timg thiy.

“D6 | mdit con ga tréng”, ti n6i.

“Piing 16, ¢d ¢6 thich khong?”

“Toi. .. toi thich! Toi nghi n6 rat dep. . . nhung t6i khong thé.”

“Heaven. ..” Cau ta dirmg mot khoang lAu t6i mirc t6i dam chéc n6 hoan toan khong phit hop véi kiéu cach ciia cdu ta. “C6 lim on ly t6i dugc khong?”

Néu n6i t6i sting so vi céu hoi nay thi ching khac ndo ndi ring grong mit Michael Jackson bi anh hudng boi phiu thuat thim ny. Chura timg c6 ai hoi
t61 cAu ndy ca, nhung du rat dao dong, t6i nhan ra day 1a cau hdi tdi can nghe dé xua tan 101 nguyén u dm vé cai-chét—khi-hai-bay—tudi ctia toi.

Ngay lp tire, cude song v6i Marco hién Ién trude nt t6i: Ii nhitng ¢d xe dé kéo nho xiu, ché do an gom khoai tdy, rrou ngii coc thd (m tir khoai
tay), modt ti qun ao gom nhitng chiéc vay phong hoa, bén ngoai 14 tap d&, nhimg tim dap gt quan 4o, Vit sira bo, sinh nhitng Marco nhi c6 mai toc
gao dira va con mit thily tinh bé nho udn can duoc danh bong,

Toi giat minh tinh khoi con 4c mng gitta ban ngay, nhin cdu ta dimg do, dAy ngot ngao va hy vong, bt chip miii hrong thude 1 van quanh quan.
“Khong, Marco. Toi khong thé. T6i xin 161.” Toi ghét diéu nay. Toi ghét diéu nay. Thét khong cong bang. Toi ghét viée nhép cu, toi ghét Jean Paul, toi
ghét chinh minh.

“T6i s€ yéu cd mai rrm, that ma”, cau ta noi. “Khong plm chi dén khi t6i duoc nhap qubc tich dau.” Téi tin cau ta. Toi ca la cau ta lam duoc. Va d}.fa
trén sur that rang 01 van can két hon sém, vi€c ndy giong nhu mot bai kiém tra vay. Toi khong biét tai sao minh lai bi kiém tra, vi tit nhién toi s& chang
bao gio cudi Marco, nhung dicu nay khién t61 cam thay khong tot. To61 hy vong minh vrot qua bai kiém tra ndy. Néu vy, tai sao t6i cam thay toi t¢ dén
nhuong nay?

“T6i biét”, t61 n6i v6i Marco. “Lam on dimg lén di.” T6i dua tay ra, gitip cdu ta dimg day.

“Khong sao. Toi khong nghi ¢b s& ddng y, nhung toi van phai thir.”

“Toi xin 161, Pdy. ..”, t6i n6i trong lic dira cho cdu ta chiéc hop dung khoa thit hrng hinh g trong. “Céu nén giit cai ndy.”

“Khong, t6i mudn ¢o giit n6”, cau ta noi. “Nian ni ddy.”

“Thtr 16i cho sur ngu ngde ctia 61, t6i ndi, “nhung & Albani thi g3 tréng c6 y nghia dic biét gi khong?”

“Khong”, cau ta noi.

“0. Vay duoc roi. U, thyc sy... n6 rt. .. dic biét.”



“T6i vui 1 ¢6 thich no. Hy vong ¢6 s& deo nd thirong xuyén va nghi tdi toi.”

“Hin o1, 161 dép. Va gior khi d ndi ra, t6i s& deo no, vi toi khong néi déi. Y 1. .. t6i ndi déi. .. nhung chi khi sir viée khong nghiém trong. Toi khong
bao gio doi nhitng viéc quan trong va t6i khong bao gio hira hen ma khong gitt 1oi.

T6i 6m Marco tht chit, rdi quay tré vé nha, ciing véi chiée khoa thét hrng m6i hinh g tréng,
“K¢é t6 nghe moi thir di”, Sydney néi khi chung t6i ngdi vao miy chiée ghé gb cuc ky khong thoai mai tai Starbucks.
“Té khong biét bat dau tir dau nita”, toi dap.
“Cau c6 cap voi cau ta khdng?”
“Brady 4y 4?”, t6i hoi. “Khong.”
“Hmm cai gi?” Toi cam gidc cau “hmni” ¢6 dn y gi do.
“Chi 14 t& doan chiic cau s& lam vay”, ¢0 nang noi. “Néu t& 1a cau thi t s8 lam vay.”
“Cha, cau it phan biét d6i xir hon t& ddy.”
“Puing vay”, Sydney n6i. C6 nang tang 1o t0i dé chu y t6i anh chang de thirong vira budc vao goi mdt ly Americano. “Té xin 167, cd nang noi, mét van
nhin chdm chim anh ta. “T¢ s& quay lai voi cau ngay » Roi ¢6 nang tiép tuc dam ddm quan st Chang Pam Dic kia t6i khi anhta di mat. “Anh ta dong

tinh. Tham chi ching hé nhin sang day Ay mdt c4i.”

T6i ho mot tiéng. Bo qua viée do di. “Mot tin khac i hom nay t& duge cau hon. .. Syd dot ngdt ngung udng ca phé, tron tron it nhin t6i. “Nhé Marco
khong?”, t61 ndi tiep. “Cau cd bao gior gap cau ta chura nhi? Cau phy ban nguoi Albani ay?”

“Céu chang c6 mdt mit dy ha?”, ¢6 nang hoi. “Thiy ghé!”
“Cu xir tot chit di. Cau ta gip van d& v6i viée nhap cu. Té cam thiy rt t& vi phai tir chdi. That sy rt & hai.”
“Nay, tat nhién cau phai tir chi roi.”

“Nhung t& ching thé cho cdu ta cai gi khéc ca”, toi noi. “Chéng han nhur, ‘Khong, t6i khong cudi cau duoc, nhung day | gidy phép dé cau duge ¢ lai
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“O! Trong ltic ciu dang mudn phan phat cac thir. .. t& iy chia khoa t6i cong vién Gramercy droc khong?”
“Puoc”, to1 dap.

“Qua t¢ la cdu ta khong thira tién. C6 tién thi té dong y ludn” , Syd nhap ca phé. Rdi t6i chot nhd. Marco d cho t6i xem anh nha cha me cau ta & Albani.
Ho thue sur ¢6 tién. Syd mudn c6 bd ngure moi, cau ta thi mubdn quyén cong dan. Toi thiy day 1 vu im an song phéing.

“Thuc ra t& nghi gia dinh cau ta thuc su co tién...”

“Tién kiéu gi?”

“Kiéu du dé mua bd ngire moi thi sao no?”, t6i noi.

Syd duong nhur bi diém tring huyét. C6 nang ngdm nghii. “Té ¢ phai lim tinh voi cu ta khong?”

vy

“Do Ia vie cua cau”, 61 phd 1én cudi. “To chilam mm thoi, khong moi gioi quan hé tinh dyc.” Toi chi nghiém tiie mot nira khi goi dén viéc ndy, va cho
rang Syd cling chi nghlemtuc mot nira khi hoi dep tién. Ky la thay, hinh nhu cong lai thi ching ta c6 durgc “khbi nghiém tic” that tron trinh. Pién thoai di
dong cuia tdi reo 1én. Toi khdng nhan ra s6 goi dén.

“La 213”, t6i n6i v6i Syd, rdi nhén nit nghe. “Xin chao?”

“Chao, nguoi dep. .. nhd anh khong?”

“C6 chir... nhd chét di duoc”, toi dap tra, di ching biét bén kia dau day 1 ai.

“Darren ddy”, anh ta noi. “Anh nghi t6i em sudt.”

“Chdo, Darren”, t6i n6i. Doi miit Sydney trd ra nhu mubn bét ludn khoi hc mit.



“Puoc Km. .. cau s& phéi ké hét voi td vé vu d6”, ¢d nang Ién tiéng, va toi suyt dé c6 nang im ling.
“Anh dang & New York”, anh ta noi. “Mubn gip em”

“Anh ¢ dy 42 Wow. Pugc. .. lich trinh thé nao?”

“Anh dang ranh. . . ngay Itc nay.”

“Cha, i em dang ngdi voi Sydney.”

“N6i v6i ¢6 dy 1 c6 4y nhur con ky da can miii vdy. Hoi xem 6 Ay ¢6 y tudng kinh thién dong dia ndo ké tir an cudi gip anh t6i gis khong?”
“Puoc rdi, emda chuyén 1 gitp anh.”

“T6i mai thi sao nhi?”, anh ta hoi. “Aqua Grill? Nhur cii nhé?”

“Hén roi...”, ti tir ton. “Nghe hay diy.”

“Tuyét. Anh s& don em tim 7 gio nhé?”

“U... duoc”, t6i cho anh ta dia chi nha minh rdi ctp méy. “Anh ta bao nhé cau diy”, toi néi véi Syd.
“Cau dang hen ho véi anh ta?”, ¢6 nang hoi.

“Chéc viy. Anh ta Bmt6 bit ngo.”

“T6inay a?”

“T6i mai.”

“Oi troi. .., ¢d nang kéu lén.

BRADY

Toi thirc day vi ¢ tiéng dép ctra. chi co thé 1 Heaven. Thé nén ban c¢6 thé hinh dung t6i ngac nhién c& ndo khi mo cira va thay Phil ding d6.
“Omt6 di”, ciu ta lao vao vong tay toi. Toi danh phai quang tay quanh gi khén ndy va 6m hin.
“Chuyén gi vy, anh ban?” Toi c6 ging g& cdu ta ra.

“Chi I ching ta can 6m.”

“Vay sao?”

“T6i yéu cAu, anh ban”, c4u ta noi. Toi bit dau nhin quanh, tyr hoi cau ta mubn gi, vi viée ndy giéng voi canh quay trong cic quang céo bia mdt cach dang
SO.

“Pugc 101, nguoi anh em. Toi cling yéu cdu. Khong sao dau”, toi vira ndi vira rut ngudi khoi vong tay cau ta.

“Thét chir?”, ciu ta hoi Gio thi toi nhin ra cau ta dén vi chuyén véi Sarah. Cau ta thyc sy cam théiy . Toi kha xtic dong, Rat 8, nhung it nhét thi bay
£i0 t01 bict rang cau ta khong thich tha gi véi dicu do.

‘U, anh ban. Khong sao ca. Néu ciu hanh phiic, thi t& ciing chi can c6 thé. Nhung cAn thAnnhé. .. co ta khang dao Chuia déy.”
“Cb Ay chi can tinh yéu thoi, anh ban.”

“Cb ta can vay thoi 42 Vui ddy. .. t& twng co ta can phau thuat nfio cling mot chiée vé mién khir hdi thing téi dia nguc.” Va lay Chia, ¢ ta c6 mang thai
dura con cua t6i khdng day?

Phil than trong nhin t6i. “T¢ da téi ngan hang”, cdu ta ndi, “va gap...”
“Khoan, cau thure sy da lam viéc t& bao cau a?”’

“Han 161", cdu ta dap. “T6 iy pbiéu Qiép thong tin, sau do tro chuyén voi anh chang Lawrence tai chi nhanh trén phd Price.” Phil tim cach m6 dau cau
chuyén. Ching t6i da quay lai tran thé roi day. “Té cling rat ¢ hirng thit muon dugc biét nhi€u hon vé ban nhac.”

“Chu s& thich bon nhd”, t6i n6i. “Bon no rat tuyét voi.”’



Diém t6t & Phil va t0i |a ching toi khong bao gio tranh nhau v& quyén c. Toi biét ciu ta s& im didu ot nhéit cho chig t0i. Toi ciing s& nhur vdy. Ching
t01 déu ¢6 tai. Khi can lam chi hoac Ia chon bai nhac, du sao chiing t6i cling s& nghiéng vé ciing Ira chon. C6 tai nghia 1 ¢ kha nang lya chon nhac.
Nhidu nguoi co gu tdt, c6 thé nghe cac thir tr radio va phan xa lai. Nhung khong nhiéu nguoi co thé chon ra thir nhac s& duoc ua thich lam bai ra mét
hodc bai noi tiép sau. Ban thuc su ¢6 theé lamnén tén tudi hodc dap nat mdt ban nhac bang cach chon ding hodc sai bai, hodc gidi thi€u ban nhac khong
dung cach.

Vi du nhur ban nhac Jellyfish. Toi chon ho Eim cac ngdi sao dang kn ngay in dau tién nghe ho hat. Ho ¢6 the tr thanh ban nhac tuyét voi nhat moi thoi
dai, hodc ban nhac khong miy ai tran trong, Ban c6 theé n6i ho di trude thoi dai qua nhieu. Thue vay! i trude thoi dai qua nhiéu naim

Cac ban nhac nhu Radiohead va Beck cling ddng thoi thic d4y nén amnhac, ho ¢ dugc sw nghiép dang né. Tat nhién 1 J on Brion ctia nhom Jellyfish
tiep tuc trd thanh mdt nha san xuat 16i lac, c()n,Eric Dover hat cho Slash’s Snakepit (ma d6 cﬁng chua phai thanh tyu 16n nhat), nhung & ra ho cé thé
thanh cong ruc rd. Tuong ty véi Fishbone. Néu dugc nhém Chili Peppers quang ba, moi thir han da hoan toan khac. Tham chi ca nhac pop ngay nay. ..

Toi c6 mot nguoi ban lam viée cho cac ngbi sao nhac pop thanh thiéu nién. Cau ta thé riang Nick Lachey 1d mdt ca si tuyét voi. Toi timg nghe niy bai,
céu nhdc nay thue sy biet hat. Nhung cu ta chon sai bai, thé 1a bi ln md bdi bd nguc cua Jessica Simpson.

Liic ndo chang thé. Tai ning bi ngd lo' hoc quang ba sai cach, nhimg ke chi c6 mdt bai hit cling tr¢ thanh ngbi sao ¢& by Ban khong chi can ¢6 kha
nang nhan ra nhdn tai, ma con phai biet cach chon bai hat. Ca t6i va Phil déu c6 kha ning do ke tir lic con bé, nén ngay khi dura nhém nhac nay ra, t6i
chac chan né mang lai tiém nang vo cling to 16n. Va t6i hy vong tiém nang tin dung cling to 16n. Vincu khong. .. ching t6i s€ ti€u ting,

Hom sau, t6i gip phai Heaven khi ra ngoai. C6 nang dang cam mdt ly Starbucks trong tay.

“Céi do 1 dé gidu cot toi dy 47", t6i hoi.

“O, thé vi nhing chuyén d6 ma bay gior t6i phai ngung ubng ca phé 42

“Khéng. .. nhung it nhét ¢d ciing nén mang cho t6i mot t.”

“Xin 161", ¢6 nang ndi. Roi ¢d nang mo khoa cira, Strummer chay vao hanh lang, vé phia t6i. Toi v dAuné. N6 nép ngudi vao chan toi.

“Chtia oi, t01 nhé anh chang bé nhé nay qua.”

“U, ¢6 16 & canh rat vui”, c6 ning n6i

“T6i nay ching ta di choi duoc khong?”

“O... nghe vui ddy. ..” Toi dam chic & co tir nhung theo sau. “Nhung tdi nay t6i c6 ké hoach roi.”

“O... duge rdi. Khong sao”, t6i n6i. “Chiing ta s& di choi lic khac.”
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“Chéc chan rdi”, ¢6 nang dap. “O, t6i da n6i chuyén voi cau ban Bart ciia t6i, t0i ndi rang minh s& lip cong ty PR riéng. Toi cling ndi véi cau ta vé ban
nhac. Cau ta ndi cd thé tao website cho ban nhac giip chung ta.”

“That khong? Tuyét qua!”
“U, cau ta rat gioi va biét minh nén Bm gi. Cau ta tham chi con dang thiét ké logo cho t6i nita ddy.”
“Qua da”, t6i dap. “Toi rat mu6n xem”

“U, t6i ciing vay!”, ¢6 nang noi. *“Toi vira tai phiéu dang ky dé thanh lap cong ty trach nhiém hiru han. D sao. ... t6i dinh dit Strummer t6i Staples dé
nmua vai tap dung ho so.”

“Wow. Xemra c0 rat c6 phong thai doanh nhan ddy.”

“Nay. .. t6i dau phai ké roi. Chi l cau gap toi ding lic t6i mét viée thoi. Tin toi di. .. cau vira c6 duge cong ty PR xin nhit doi rdi.”
“T6i khong nghi ngo gi dau”, toi dap lai.

“Biét khong, cau qua ding luon. Toi da nghi ca trong dau rdi. Toi ¢6 rt nhiéu mdi quan hé. Moi thir s& rat 6n.”

Heaven deo day budc c6 cho Strummer. Téi nhin ho di vao thang méy.

Ké hoach gi dy nhi?

Cach day khong lau, c6 nang ndy 1 quy Satan. Gio thi t6i khong thé diy ¢6 nang ra khoi tim tri. T6i qué quen v6i viée & canh ¢b nang t6i mirc khoang
nuroi phit sau, t61 thay minh dang di bd ra bén ngoai (tinh ¢ lai gan cho Staples), va cham tran Heaven.



“Chao”, c¢6 nang goi.

“Chao cd.”
“Caulam gi ¢ day?”

“Tan hudng mdt ngay thoi. Di dao. Mudn an kem khong? Toi thay ho ¢6 vi banh Oreo & Tasti D-Lite ddy.” Toi biét thir ny s& khién ¢6 nang cin cau.
“Thét khong? Troi oi, tat nhién, t6i mudn an kem!” Thé 1 ching t6i di dén tiém Tasti D, ¢ ngay goc duong. Ho dét quanh chiéc banh qué mot vanh bao

bang nhyra déo dién khing, khién t6i buc boi kinh khing Lai thém mot o1 nhéc ring t6i can n6i chuyén v6i ai d6 vé phat minh Catch-It Cone. Mang qua
nhiéu y twéng phat minh trong dau that i chuyén khong dé dang chit nao.

“Théy cai nay khong?”, t6i hoi Heaven.

Qg

“T6i phat minh d4y”, t6i noi.

‘Cha, vy ma gio cdu mdi ndi.”

“A, khong phéi cai ny, chi la mot phién ban khac. C6 lai day”, t6i n6i, khong mudn ai khac nghe duogc cau chuyén. “No duge goi ki Catch-It Cone.”
o

“Khi t6i phéat minh ra, n6 thdm chi con khong c6 cai thir bang nhira déo vo danh ndy. Nhung t6i nghif ra toan bd phén vanh!”

“T6i khong hiéu...”, ¢6 ning noi.

“Pugc rdi, phét minh cta i, goi | Catch-It Cone, 6 cai vanh nhyra déo nhu thé ity nhung durgc gin vao vo banh. Va khong phéi fim béng nhya déo.
Ma lambéng. .. banh qué. .. gl cling dugc. Nén, ding, n6 cting thure hién chire nang trrong tur nhur thir ndy. .. nhung an duoc! Thémbanh. Thém cac thir
ngot ngao ngon lanh. Khong con vét kem dinh vao chiéc 4o ba 16 miia hé mdi tinh ctia ¢d nita. That qua tuyét voi!”

“Céu nghii ra thir d6 tir dau vay?”, c6 nang hoi.

“Toi ciing khong biét nira. Biét dau toi co moi y twong. . . Toi khong biét. Nhung m, ching ¢6 y tudng ndo trong d6 tién xa ca.”

“Cau da timg n6i véi ai vé nd chua?”’

“Khong, toi tap trung vao Sita qué. Va co thiy vise d6 hidu qué tot cd ndo voi toi roi ddy.”

“Nay”, co nang noi. “Pung tiéu cuc vay. Cau dau biét minh s& c6 duoc a.”

“T6i nghi 14 t6i biét. Hoan toan ching ¢6 gl

“Nay, con ¢6 nhimg nha dau tr khic ma”, ¢6 nang khuyén. “Véi lai, con c6 ¥ tudng Gidt nude MP3 kia nita, rdi y twéng Vién banh nay. Mot trong sb
chiing s& thanh cong ruc 15.”

“N6i dén thanh cong rue 13. .. ho ¢6 bia dung hd so chir?”

“C6, ngay dy.” C6 nang gio chiéc tii Staples 1én, i nhin xudng canh tay minh. “Céi gi kia?”
“Céigila cai gi?”

“D6”, ¢6 nang chi vao thir gi d6 trén canh tay minh, t0i cha thiy gi ca.

“T6i phai nhin vao thir gi day?”

“Vét do do!”, co nang kéu lén.

“D6 14 tan nhang ma!”

“Lic trude nd khdng ¢d & do...”, c6 nang sam soi ca canh tay.

“Dé thuong ddy chir.”

“Khong dé thuong”



“Vay n6 1a cta 61", t6i dép. “Néu cd khong thich, t6i s& s¢ hitu nd. Toi s& goind ki Brady.”

“Vét tan nhang cta toi dy 47"

Q7

“Cau dang dat tén minh cho vét tan nhang ctia t61?”, ¢6 nang hoi. “Vay nmi cAu nghi t6i bi dién?”

“Gidng nhur mdt ngdi sao thdi. Moi ngudi van mua cac ngdi sao trong chdm sao i diit tén minh cho ching ddy. D8 lam qua.”

“VAy tai sao c4u lai mua tan nhang cta t6i? Vi t6i khong nghi i cAu d tién tra dau. Tan nhang ciia t6i khong ré dén vay.”

“T6i da tuyén bd chi quyén rof”, t6i noi. “Khéng can tranh ludn nita. Ctr dn kem ctia 6 di. Va dimg c6 imnho én Brady ddy.”

“Hir, t6i c6 thé bao dam viéc d6 néu co Catch-It Cone. .. nhung c6 mdt gi qué hudi biéng nén ching thém nhc than 1én ma di phat minh no.”

Lic 7 gio 29 phit, t6i dang mang rac ra ngoai thi théy Darren Rosenthal Chét tiét dang budc di quanh hanh lang, nhin vao ctra cac can ho nhur mdt con
khi. Ban dau, t6i ngd gi dén dé chuc mirng t6i vi da danh bai gi va gianh dugc ban nhac, nhung ga lai dirng chan trude canh cira nha Heaven.

“Darren?”, t6i nudt miéng kem xudng ¢d hong, Ga nay 1 ké hoach ti nay ciia ¢6 nang sao?
“Chao, anh ban!”, gd dap. Ban a? T6i khong phai ban ctia g, ciing khong phai anh em, ho hang gi ca.
“Cau lam gi & day?”, t01 hoi.

LNTIN

“Dén don cd gi clia 161", gi dap. Pau toi ap tire bbe hoa. To6i mudn ddm cho g mdt phat rung hét ring. Pimg c6 mi ndi “co gii ciia t67”. C6 4y khong
phai co gai cua gi. Co ay khong 14 gi ctia gd ca. C6 the c6 ay ting 1 ¢d gai ciia gi. Nhurng thoi d6 da qua roi

“C0 gaicuia cau a?”, toi gia ngu.

“Thé cau thi lim gi & day?” Ga im ngo t61. “O, phai rdi. ... cu i hang x6m.” Bdng dung t6i chi con i mot gi hang xém. Chiing t6i con hon ca hang
x6ém. Hon rat nhiéu. Dung khong?

“Dung, ching t6i 14 hang x6n”, toi dap. “Thét tinh. . . tai sao cu lai & day?”
“T6i vira n6i roi. Toi dén don Heaven di choi”

“Tai sa0?”” Bdng dung t6i lai ndi néing hét nhur mdt ¢b bé tudi teen danh d4 méi nghe cha me dap rang minh khong duoc ngi lai budi ti ¢ nha Becky.
“Vi t61 mudn thé”, gi dép. “Vi c6 4y timg | ban gai toi. Va ai ma biét duoc. .. ¢6 thé ¢ Ay s& lai la...”

“Toi khong nghi d6 B y hay. Y 1, hén phéi c6 Iy do khién hai ngudi chia tay chit, ding khong? Tai sao ki phai quay ngwroc vé qua kha? Dimg bao gio di
nguoc lai. Cau phai tién toi chir.”

“T6i nhé ¢d Ay”, gi noi.

Khi gio. “Nay, miy nam qua ciu dau c6 nhé ¢b dy. Cau van 6n cho t6i khi thiy ¢ iy 6 L.A.”
“Puoc roi.. . ti biét. Toi hiéu rdi.”

“Vay sa0?”, to1 hoi lai.

“Dung, anh ban, khong sao dau”, gi dap. “Y 6i la. .. cO Ay rat tuyét. Lamsao cdu c6 thé khong thich dugc chir nhi?” Trong mot thodng, t0i bt dAu cam
thay kha hon. Cho téi khi ga tiép, “Nhung nghiém tiic nay, cau ban. .. cau khong nghi minh s€ c6 dugc ¢ nang day chir?”

Ha?
“Chi 14 t6i khong nghil y twong d6 hay dau. . . cau véi cd dy”, t0i ndi.
“Cha, t6i thi lai nghi thé.”

“Cho t6i mdt Iy do hay ho xemnao.”

“Puoc”, g noi. Ga ngam nghi, ‘réi mim cuoi. “Buge. .. mbt Iy do. Heaven va t6i ting §6ng cting nhau, diing nghia den. To6i mudn ndi . .. ching i &
canh nhau su6t. Va chung t6i vé thim nha vao dip nghi lé Giang sinh, cau hicu day. .. dé gap ngudinha.”

“Chéng phai nha Rosenthal 3 ngudi Do Thai sao?”



“Diing roi”, gi dap. “Vay thi sao? Ma, vao ky nghi dong. ..”

“Pugc. N6i tiép di.”

“Thé 14 t6i roi khoi trong hai tuan. . . t6i ngy quay lai, t6i rdi sn bay va dén thing nha Heaven. ... c6 4y dang chd t6i.”
“Aha..”

“Thé nén ti bam chudng. ..”, gi gio tay Ién tru6e mit, limnhu dang bam chudng, “co 4y ra mo cura, khoa than. Hoan toan khong mot manh vai. .. voi
mot bong hong 16 ra gitra hai chan. The thi... lam sao ciu c6 thé khong yéu mdt c6 gai nhur theé nhi?”

Negay lic d6, Heaven mo cira, trong rat di nhién nhur thé hai nim & mudi.
“T6i c6 nghe tiéng ndi ngodi ndy”, ¢b nang ndi. “Chao”, ¢6 nang chao Darren. “Hai ngudi biét nhau, ding khong?”

Toi tr6 vao can hg cua minh, anh sang nhép nhdy noi chiéc may tra 1i dién thoai tyr dong, nhur dang tréu choc i, bing con miit d6 chéi quy quai bé xiu
ctia n6. Toi khong muon phai nghe mét 101 nhuc ma nao tir Sarah nita.

T6i nhén nit Play.

“Chao, t6i 4 Brady Gillbert. Toi bo 1& cude goi ctia ban, nhung ban lai bo 1 co hdi quy bau dugce ndi chuyén véi toi. Néu mubn 6 co hoi dé. .. hiy dé
lai 161 nhan, t61 s& goi lai cho ban.” Bip.

“Brady... Samday... tir nhom Superhero. Sam Nay... bonem mudn bao v6ianh la bon em rat xin 161, nhung bon emse lam viéc voi Darren
Rosenthal. Van dé khong phai do anh hay hop dong, chi la lam v6i Darren thi tot hon cho bon em trong thoi gian nay. O giai doan ndy. Va... cho nén, du
sao... xin 10i anh. Va... chac la lic khac bon ems€ gip anh.”

skksk

“Néu ¢6 ngudi khong tin vao i, t6i ciing khong thé tin vao ngudi d6.”

- Andie, Pretty in Pink

“Co ay di roi. C6 4y cho t6i mdt chiéc bit. Con tdi cho cd Ay mdt trai tim. .. viy méa ¢b Ay chi cho t6i mot chiée bit.”

- Lloyd, Say Anything
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Chwong 39: HEAVEN

Darren va t6i ngdi tai mot chiéc ban phia sau quan Aqua Grill. ft phut sau khi ching t6i vao chd, mot bira tiéc 1on dién ra ngay tai chiéc ban lon bén canh.
Khong nghi ngo gi 1 chiéc ban nay da duoc danh san cho bita tiéc do.

Sean Puffy Combs, con goi i P.Diddy, hay Ditty linh tinh g d4y — ngudi 18 ra ching t6i s& lién lac trong tuin ndy — ciiing c6 trong bita tiéc. Ca Russell
Simmons, ngh¢ danh I Russell Simmons. T6i khong nhén ra nhimg nguoi khac, nhung khi bude vao, ho tao nén ca mot canh trong dang chiém ngudng.
Russell ngdi gan toi nhat.

“Co cau khoe chir?”, Russell n6i véi chiing toi.

“Vang, cam on”, ca hai ching t61 dap lai.

“Anh biét nhitng ngudi nay 42" Toi hoi Darren, nghi B anh ta biét ho, vi anh ta ciing am trong gioi giai tri

“Khong”, anh ta ndi. “Anh timg gip anh ta ngodi céc dip lim viée, nhung anh khong thyc sur biét anh ta.”

“Vay hin | anh ta rét than thién”, t6i noi.

Ching t6i goi méy mon khai vi tir quay thirc an séng. Ho mang tdi mon c4 hdi sdng tartare cing banh waffle khoai chién tang kém — mén ma ti luon mo
udc ké tir sau lan dugc téi day. Vang, ching ngon t6i c& do.

“C6 mdt ba no chét”, Darren néi. “Chuyén that dy nha. ..”
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“Anh quen ba ay a?”

“Khong”, anh ta n6i. “Ban cila mbt ngudi ban thoi. Gia dinh ba &y dén nha tang 1€, dé thu xép hu sy. Newoi quén Iy tang I hdi vé ba dy, kiéu nhu ba dy
thich quan tai loai nao, thich hoa g, thich kiéu nhac ra sao?”

“A ha”, 161 d4p I&. Toi khong chiic minh ¢6 nén an mon tartare khong, hay nén hodn lai chd vi ddy 1 cAu chuyén nghiém trong nén khong duoc in banh
vao lic nay.

“Thé 14 c6 con gai chon mot ¢d quan tai bang 20 0, n6i vo1 ong ta ring me cd thich hoa hong tréng, ba rét thich Elvis. Thé 1 hém sau, ¢ ta thiy me
minh nAm trong mot cd quan i v6i bd quén 4o tring dinh hat kiéu Elvis, toc mai dai thuot dan chét vao hai bén mét, mdi dugc nén thanh hinh dang nhur
khi Elvis dang gin giong.”

“Khong! Pay chic [ truyén cuoi.”

“Khong, anh dang ké chuyén ma”, anh ta néi. “Thé 1a ¢6 con gai 16i mot vi quan Iy tang 1€ sang bén, hoi 6ng ta nguoi ma ¢ da ndi chuyén dau 10i. C6 ta
mu6n biét da ¢6 chuyén quai quy gi xay ra voi me minh. Ngwoima c6 da trao ddi ban dau khong c6 mit & d6, thé 1 vi quan Iy tang I& mang ¢6 t6i van
phong. Ho ciing nhin vao t& yéu cau va thiy gi no da viét vao do 1 “giong Elvis thay vi ‘thich Elvis’.’T1]

[1] Nguyén ban la ‘Like Elvis’ va ‘Liked Elvis’. ‘Like” trong tiéng Anh ¢4 hai nghia I “yéu thich” va “twong tu’. Nguoi quan ly kia trd chuyén voi co gii
vé ngurdi qué b 6 thi hién tai, nhur thé ba Ay con séng, nén da dién yéu cau & thi hién tai, thay vi diing ra phai la thi qua kh.

“Pién khung that”, t61 pha 1én cuol

“That déy chir.”

“Oi Chia 0i.”

Darren xé mjt miu banh my, chim vao dau 6 liu. “Vay, ... em va Brandon 1 sao vay?”

“Brady?” T6i hoi, trong long biét rd ring Darren hén phai biét tén cu ta, nhung dan 6ng s& ¢ tinh lam trd nhur vay khi ho ghen.

“U, Brady.”

“Chéng co g, ti gid vO ngd ngn. “Tai sao?”

“Hai nguoi vt mire tinh ban chua?”

“Khong hé”, t6i dap.

“Hai ngudi di du lich chung thé thoi a?”

“Thé hoi ky la nhi, em c6 ngii viy khong?”’

“Bon em chi 1a ban thdi”, t61 noi. Mot vé@ nguol bu’dc ngang qua chiéc ban rét ‘thu it kia va chao Russell. Duong nhu ho tur gidi thi€u lai vé& minh, con
Russell thi t6 ra chén thanh. Anh ta git dau néi, “Rat vui duoc gip cac ban”, roi ngay sau khi nhiing ngudi do roi khoi ban, anh ta noi, “Trong doi chura
bao gio tirng gap thang khing d6 c&”. Ca ban pha lén cuoi.

Bbi ban demmon trang migng cho ching t0i. Darren goi mdt chai rurou. Anh ta biét t0i & say khi udng ruou, nhung t0i khong phén dbi. Lic ngudi boi
ban quay lai dé phuc vu ruou, t0i co rim ca nguoi. Pdy 1 lan dau tién t6i dugc phuc vu the ndy ke tir e bi dudi viée. N6 goi nho lai tat ca nhimg ky tre
xau xa. Toi than thién qua mirc v6i nguoi boi ban. Toi van ludn tir & voi boi ban, nhung e ny t6i cam thay minh cing phe vdi ho, nén gitta ching tdi c6
moi quan hé khac hon.

Darren ning ly, i cling nAng ly ctia minh.

“Mimg ching ta lai tim dgc nhau”’, anh ta n6i. Toi nhin anh ta va ngAmnghii, Nay, em van & ngay ddy thi . Ching t6i cung ly va udng,

“N6i emnghe anh dang lam gi ¢ day @i, t6i noi.

“Anh hay dén ddy im. Anh dang xr I vin phong ctia bon anh & New York. Anh dang nghi t6i viée kiém nha ¢ day.”

“Wow”, t0i noi. Mot tiéng wow khong cam xtc.

Lai thém mdt nhém ngurdi hdm md, hodic ban bé, tdi chéo ban ciia Puffy hoac Simmons. Pay da [ 1an thir ba hay tu g ddy moi ngudi t6i im phién ho

chi trong vong bay pht. T6i nghi ho hén phai buc minh Fim. Nhung ho duong nhu chiing ban tim. Ho rat vui vé. Cuoi sudt, ké chuyén, va rit 6n ao.
Thue su On do.



“Em c6 ngii toc anh dang mong dn khong?”, Darren hoi,

“Khong!”, t0i dép. Thoi con quen t0i, Darren thurdng xuyén str dung thude moc tc Rogaine, di anh ta khong hé ¢6 dau higu héi dau. Toi nghi anh ta
ding dé phong ngira théi. Tuy nhién, anh ta kha hoang twéng vé toc ctia minh, dwong nhur t6i gio van thé. “Téc trén du anh van nhidu hét nhur Fin trrde
emgip.”

“Lan trude B 6 L.A.”, anh ta noi, “hay Jan miy nam trudc?””.

“Ca hai. Thu giéin di.” Toi nhdp ruou.

“Vay Sydney d n6i gi khi em ndi véi c6 Ay rang em s& an ti véi anh?”

“C6 4y noi diéu van luon ndi vé anh.”

“La gi?”, anh ta hoi.

“Anh ta qué t&.”

“Phai 161", anh ta nhai mdt mau banh ny, “c6 nang cha bao o ra anh ca. Co nang thi biét gi chir?”

“Cb Ay biét anh ddi xir v6i emra sao.”

“Anh dau c6 t& dén ¢ d6”, anh ta n6i. Rdi anh ta lai trung ra cho toi xem bo miit ngdy tho, chép chdp 1ong mi.

Ngay ltic d6, mot ngudi tir ban ciia Russell trd vao ai d6 ¢ mot ban khac. “Thiy g ding kia khong?” Ban ctia Russell néi, nguyén ca ban bén nhin theo,
t0i cling vay.

Ga d6 trong ¢6 vé 1 mot tay banh choe méc vest Armani, hin i gi ¢6 dii ca cac miu. Miii héch Ién dén tan trodi, va ban s& néi ngay dugc ring g rit
to1 “Hoi nhitng nAm tdm murot”, nguoi kia noi tiep, “cd mdt dém t6i & trong club. . . khi t6i vao nha v¢ sinh. .. ban gai clia gd d6 vao sau toi. Toi “xa’ thoa
thué vao miéng & xong. .. a budc ngay ra ngoai va hon ludn 1én mbi thang khi ay!”. Ca ban 6 1én cuoi ha ha, va dap tay nhau.

“Véi nira, tir d6 t6i gids thi anh ciing trudng thanh rdf”, Darren ndi tiép.

“0, viy 47" Toi 6 ging giir guong mit nghiém tic, khong phéi vi Darren, ma vi cau chuyén vira nghe 16m dugc. Vind khoi hai chét di duge. Hoi do
ban, nhung khoi hai.

“U”, Darren ndi. “Anh da sin sang dé an cu lac nghiép.”
“Thét sao...”, t6i nhét vao giong mdt chut 4n turong kho tin.

“Thét d4y”, anh ta ni. “Véi cd gai phtt hop. Chi 1 anh nghi rit au truée ddy anh timng lim hong mdi quan hé véi ¢o Ay, gior thi anh khong biét ¢o dy co
cho anh mdt co hoi nita hay khong. ..”

Oi Chiia 0i. Néu ban ndy van chua 15, thi gior d4 ranh ranh — anh ta dang néi vé t6i. Anh ta dang ¢b ging to ra ling man va chén thanh, nhung lai c6 mot
24 xen vao tai toi, van cur ndi vé lan ma gi “sudng” vao miéng c6 ban gai cua tay banh choe no, khien t6i hoi khé tap trung,

Timg c6 thoi toi phat dién vi Darren, nhung d6 da 1 chuyén ctia nhiéu ndim vé trude. Khi ching t6i gap nhau tai L.A., t0ingd d6 s& chi a mbt démhoan
lac thuan tay. Toi thAm chi khong hé mo mong téi y tudng rang ching t6i s€ quay lai voi nhau, nén viée ndy c6 chit bat ngd. Nghia I3, cudc vui thurc su
thoa mén. That r6i ram! Ma 164, t6i dau con ai khac trong doi, phai khong nhi? C6 khong? C6 gi ma phai roi ram? Tai sao t6i lai cdm thay r6i ram dén
muon chét the nay?

Khi ching ti yéu cau tinh tién, ngudi phuc vu n6i ring hoa don da duoc thanh toan.

“Ai tra?”, Darren hdi, rd rang anh ta ciing kinh ngac.

“Ngai Simmons, quy ong ban bén canh. Ong 4y biét khach khira ban minh s& n a0, nén khi vao day, ong 4y yéu cau thanh toan cho cé cac ban & canh.”
Gid thi d6 m6i 1d mot anh chang hay ho. Chiing t6i cam on anh ta, bét tay, rdi budc ra ngodi, vo taxi.

Murdi lim phit sau, t6i da dang ngdi trén ghé s0 pha nha minh, ciing Darren. Anh ta dang hon t6i. Quan 4o dang bt dau bi 10t bo. Nhung dau 6c tdi chi
¢ the nghi dén Brady. Brady! Thé nay Ia sao? L& ra khong nén nhur vay. Toi c6 gang day cdu ta ra khoi tam tri, nhung khong thanh cong. Cir nhur the
cdu ta dang ¢ trong phong cling chiing t6i vdy. Toi day Darren ra, r6i ding day.

“C6 chuyén gi vay?”, anh ta hoi.

“Em khat nurdc”, 61 dap. Toi vao bép Ky it nude. Ngdi trén quiy ngay phia ngoai bép, t6i cham rdi udng hét ca ly mude.



Toi khéng mudn quay trd lai ghé ctng Darren, nén ngay khi ubng xong, t6i lai rot ddy ly va ngdi xuong, Khong chi khong mubn quay tr lai cing Darren.
Trd Jai thoi mudi tam. Tro lai thoi chang co gl quan trong ngoai trir g trai s& tr¢' thanh nha san xuat - bang dia nhac ¢& by nho vao nguoi quen cta cha.
Trd lai v6i viee phu thude vao ngudi khac, thir khéc dé khién ban than cam thiy minh ¢6 y nghiia, ring minh dang tién dén mot diéu gi d6, ring minh chi
can tri tué ciing lao ddng chim chi va thai d6 6t dé thanh cong,

Darren chinh i con nguwdi ctia t6i trong qué khir. Con anh chang Brady dién loan, dé hoi, doi khi xut séc, nhung khong bao git dau héng moi nhéc toi
nhd vé con ngudi minh mudn trd thanh,

Cubi cting, sau vai phiit, Darren budc dén.
“Em 6n chir?”
“Vang, chi la. .. khat mr6c thoi”, t6i dap. Toi nao ning dimg ddy, lai rét day ly mude.
“Anh biét 167", anh ta noi.
“Ubng nude khong?”
“Con nude khong?”, anh ta hoi, khién toi bat cuoi. “Co chuyén gi vay em?”
“Emkhong biét.”
“Anh nghi i anh biét. La thing Brady Chét ddm kia phai khong?”” Lan nay thi anh ta d& nhé tén c4u dy.
“Pai khai vay.”
“Anh trong em da néi B ching c6 gi ca”, anh ta noi.
“Khong ¢6 gi... vn chura. Nhung & canh anh. . . khién em cam thdy nhu dang dbi gat cau ta.”
“Hmmm....”, anh ta ndi.
“Em xin 167", t6i noi.

“Khong sao. Anh that 1 ngde mdi dé em vudt khoi tay ngay tir dau. Anh da sai roi. Nén anh khong thé két t9i bét cii ai ngoai chinh ban thén minh néu
hién gio trai tim em da thudc vé nguoi khac.”

“Em ciing khong biét 13 lai nhur thé.”
Toi dimg déy khoi chiéc ghé cao noi quiy bép, 6m Ay Darren. Anh ta cai lai nit 4o, mang gidy. Toi tién anh ra cira.

“Ché.ng con co hdi cho cude quan hé trude le chia tay nhi?”, Darren biu mbi dua cot. Toi bt cudi, lic d4u voi anh ta. Anh ta hon In tran t6i. “Anh da
thay d6i”, anh ta ni. “Va di sao ciing s& 1 khong cong bang. . . néu anh c¢6 dugce ca em An ban nhac.” Anh ta quay di.

“Cai gi?”’, t6i kéu en.

“Superhero. Ho s& ky hop dong v6i anh.”

“Tir e nao?”” Nguoi toi dong cimg.

“Tir sang nay. Anh nhdn duoc tin nhin khi xubng méy bay.” Anh ta cai nit khuyu tay 40. “L& ra hom nay | mdt ngiy tuyét voi.”

“Xin 16i vi da phé hong tro choi hoan hao cuia anh”, t6i ndi. Anh ta ra khoi ctra. Con t6i dimg d6, cam thdy. .. toi tham chi khong thé dién ta cam gidc
nay. Toi chi biét 14, t61 muon khoc. Toi khoc vi Brady va khoc vi chinh toi.

Toi di t6i di Iui trong nha mot lic. Toi cam thiy cn phéi ndi véi Brady ring ching c6 chuyén gi xay ra cd, nhung liéu c6 cén thiét khong, cau ta c6 thuc
sur quan tim khong? Hin [ hién tai tim trang ca cu ta da r6t xuong day vuc. Khong, dudi ca tAng ddy. Dudi ting day 1 gi? Bin. Nhing duong him
xe dién bi bo hoang. Va chudt cbng,

Nhung i vin g cira nha cau ta. Cau ta khong O nha. Toi thir lai vai Jn nita, khoang muroi ba lan, nhung c6 vé nhur c4u ta s& ra ngoai ca dém Gio thi
t61 ty hoi cau ta s€ tdi cai x6 xinh ndo. Du tdi chang ¢ quyén tu hoi. Liéu toi cd quyén ty hoi khong?
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Chuong 40: BRADY

Néu noi t6i bi suy sup thi khong chinh xac. Noi cho chinh xac, thi ching ta s€ phai phat minh ra nhirg tir moi vé tram cam, tuyét vong, dau don, mat mat.
R&i thi gom hét ching lai thanh mot siéu tir. Superhero da vudt khoi tay. Heaven ciing ngoai tim voi.

T¢ nira la c6 4y di choi voi g ti tién no, cai g c6 lan da rdm néng California, ham ring tré’pg nhu ngoc trai, con t6i thi ngdi amanh voi hinh dung v@: co
ay... khoa than. .. cing mot bong hong chét tiét kep gitra hai chin. Ga do con... ME KIEP! Toi thdm chi khong thé nghi vé viéc do6. Ga khong theé nghi
ra ly do gi hay hon a? Toi dua voi ai vy chr? Ga thdm chi co the dua ra ca triéu lé mot ly do. Va tat ca ching déu khién bao tir t6i dao 1on hét ca. Vi
trong d6, cd ay ¢ canh gd. Darren Rosenthal. Ké chién thang cudc thi Gidt lay Superhero.

Toi goi Zach, vi can phan tim khoi viée nay. Cau ta bao t6i dén quan bar. Toi dong .

Toi da dén day duogc su tiéng dong hd, udng rat nhiéu thir c6 cdn, va hat nhitng bai karaoke khong thé ndi ra durgce, bao gdm ca Septemmber Morn cia
Neil Diamond (chura phai bai ghé nhat). Ta on Chua, Zach Ia nguoi duy nhat chimg kién man nay. Toi phai hira tra cho cau ta mdt tram d6 dé cau ta
khong di ké voi bat ky ai khac.

Hién gid quéan bar da chinh thirc déng cira, t6i nghi c4i mdng cia ti da ngi quén roi. Toi dimg day khoi chiée ghé cao, nhn ra cai mong ctia minh thyre
sur da ngli r0i, ca nira trén dui trai ciing vay. Toi dat tay lén quay dé gitt thang bang, Zach cho rang t61 da uong qua nhieu. Bing véy, nhung d6 khong
phai ly do t6i di dirng loang choang, Toi di dimg loang choang vi cai mong ctr dau nhoi nhoi nhu thé bi kim cham.

Zach bao 6i ghé qua chd cu ta, vind & ngay tang trén. Thét thit vong i quén pizza bén canh da déng cira ic 4 o sang. Co mdt tiém pizza & Houston
mo clra t6i tan 6 gio sang, nhung pizza & d6 do té, nén t6i ¢t the 1én nha Zach, sau d6 an nira hop Wheat Thins cii con thira.

Mudn giét nguoi 1 didu khong tt. Toi ciing biét. Nhung ti van mudn giét Darren.
“C6 thé khong phai a giét hén”, t6i n6i thanh tiéng, “Chi im hin dau dén. ... im cho ban mit hén trong nhu con cua bi nghién ciing duroc.”
“Cau lai dang Am nham v& théing ban trai cii chét bim ctia ¢6 nang déy 4?”, Zach ngap.

“Da 4 gio 21 phit sang o1, Hﬁq hén da xong man Am t‘mh,déy sung suéng, dién loan voi ¢o 4y, va bay gio dang ndm omnhau tir sau lung. Qe, khién t&
phat bénh mat! Té dam ca gi nam dang trude. Al cling biet I ra Heaven nén nam trude, nhung chic chin ga bt c6 ay phai 6m minh tir sau lung.”

“Anh ban”, Zach lay tay dap vao mit minh. “Néu o dy Ién giwong voi ga, nghia 1a c6 4y mubn vay.” Zach lio dao di vé phia phong ngi. Céu ta ding,
Moi nguoi deu mubn & canh Darren. Ngay ca Zach ciing ching mudn & canh toi.

“Céu mudn 6 4c hoan hao chir gi?”, 161 goi vdi theo ciu ta. “Chinh 14 t¢ c6 duoc ca ban nhac lAn co éy.”

“Purng kho khan véi ban thin minh vay”, Zach n6i. “Cau suyt nita da thanh cong ma.”

“C Ay khong mudn lxm nguoi phai 6m. T6 biét.”

Téi tinh gidc, cam thiy vo cling mét moi. Nhung khong hé gidn dit, chi budn. Budn vi tdi qua da say dén thé, t6i van nghe duoc didu Zach noi. Va cu ta
hoan toan ding. C6 dy dén véi Darren vi mu6n nhu viy. Nghia 1 ¢6 ay khong mu6n t6i. Nghia la t6i khong the muon ¢6 ¢0 dy. Toi khong the ling phi
thoi gian suy nghi vé c6 ay ma cd ay lai nghi vé nguoi khac. Ngay ca khi ga d6 khong hicu viéc ¢ ay can ket hon trong vong bay thang nira, con toi thi
hi€u, Iya chon van la cua ¢6 ay, c6 ay phai tir chap nhan no.

Sau bép ngiy xemb¢ phim dai tap twr quay Gilliagan’s Island trén kénh TiVo cta Zach va nhét vao bung bit ctr thr gi khong ¢ trang thi dong cimg, t6i
cam thay qua du roi. Toi quyét dinh thoi dam minh trong cam giac tu thurong hai, bén dén van phong, cling Phil dam minh vao viée thirong hai lan nhau.

Toi dang bj ton thuong, dang cam thiy lac ong, nhung thén trf i rt tinh t4o — n dau tién, sau mot thoi gian rét lAu. DAy chéic chén i hoi két cho mot
s0 thir noi t6i, nhung s€ 1a khdi dau cho Superhero. Toi ng bon nhd mdt ban thua dep. Troi a, bict dau tdi ng ban than minh con nhicu hon. T6i cam dién
thoai lén.

“Chao, Sam, Brady day”, t6i ndi.

“U... chao anh”, cau nhoc gurong gao. “Anh nhin duoc 10i nhin ctia em chir?”

“U, anh nhan duoc roi. Va anh khong mudn mit bon em.”

“Nghe nay, khong phai...”

“Khong”, t6i xen vao. “Emkhong phai giai thich gi ca. Cac em & phai ddi mat voi hang ta quyét dinh quan trong sém hon cac emnghii dy. Vi Darren,
cac ems€ cd dugc mdt cong ty vi dai ding sau hung, nhung néu c6 bat ctr chuyén gi khién cac em buc bdi, boi 161, hodc muon néi chuyén voi ai d6 timg
trai.. . thida c6 anh.”

Miat mdt lic, Sam khong ndi gi. Nén t6i tiép, “Moi ngudi bude vio nganh nay déu nghi moi thir i véi ho s& khéc, rang tit ca cac thir rac rudi s& bién
mat, chi mit lan nay thdi, rang hanh trinh ctia ho s&€ sudn sé nhur to Iua. Nhung khong hé. . . n rat khé khan. Va khi em cam thay nhu muon phat dién. . .



hay goi cho anh. Anh s& A mdt trong nhitng ngudi quan tim chan thanh t6i viée cac em tré thanh ban nhac tuyét voi nhat c6 thé.”

Lai thém mdt khoang king. Toi suyt nghii 10 ctia minh d roi vao hu vo vi mét tin hiéu. “Cam on, anh Brady.”

“Khong ¢6 gi.”” Va rdi vi chiing con gi dé néi, ching ti ctp may.

Toi bude vao vin phong, thiy Phil dang dimg d6 nhu mot gi quén ly cira hing sép sira &n mimg t6i trds thanh vi khach thir mot triéu.

“Tin tt day”, cau ta noi

“Khoi déu diy nhé”, t6i dap.

“Ngan hang sip duyét khoan vay ctia ching ta. T& vira nghe tin tir Lawrence. Ching ta s& 6 hai muroi lim nghin d6 la tin dung cho Sleestak Records.”
Toi kinh ngac. “Lam sao lai nhu thé duoc?”

‘T(} d3 khién nd xdy ra”, Phil tur hao noi “y tudng cua cau da dua chung ta téi do. Khoan tién bién soan da chirng minh dugc, Larry ndi thé. Van chua
chot dau, nhung han néi 1a cling chic day.”

Lan nay toi tom Jy cau ta ma 6m. “Gior ching ta chi can mdt ban nhac dé day 1én nira thoi”, t6i ndi cling tiéng cudi mét moi.

“T6 nghi da dén huot minh tién lén. Ching ta Ap cong ty nay bang tlen ctia bac cau, sb tlen do. .. ngay cang giam. Nén day la thir dua ching ta sang
huéng di khac. . . trdi of, huéng ndo ciing duge. Va dé cho cau thdy rang du doi khi t rit vo dung, tG van tin vao cong ty 1an tinh ban giita ching ta. .

To1 khong thé 6m cau ta thém nira, bén tang cau ta mdt nu cudi camkich, va gat dau. “Chung ta s& thanh cong. . . béng cach nao d6”, toi dap lai.

“Pén khi d6”, Phil ndi, “t6 s& nd luc dé dugc thu 4m tai Ocean Studio ¢ Burbank”. Toi nhiin vai thic méc. “U”, ciu ta néi. “Khi nghe cau tom duoc
Superhero, t& da lap tirc vac xac day va goi vai ci dién thoai.”

“Sau do thi cau am gi khi nghe tin ching ta vudt mét Superhero?”, i hoi.

Phil ngim nghi gidy 14t. “Bét dau nghi tdi viée tiép theo cau s& tim duroc ai”

Toi suyt khoc. Chang trai ctia t6i da trwong thanh roi.

Toi khong nhan ca mudi hai cue goi trong sudt ca tuin cta Heaven. Toi nira tryén dat nhac chudng khac cho sb dién thoai ctia ¢6 nang, nhur vay t6i s&
bict ngay tir ting kéu dau tién rang ai goi tdi, tir d6 quyet dinh hoan toan tir chdi hay khong. Nhung hién gio; t61 phai nghe chuéng, nhin man hinh, sau do
mai ttr chdi cude goi.

Trong tinh trang do, t6i lai nghe mdt tiéng chudng nita vao cudi budi trra, bén lo dang kiém tra man hinh. Cudc goi tir ai 6 khac, mé ving 213.

“Brady day”, t6i ndi.

“Brady a?” Gigng bén kia hoi.

“Véng, t0i i Brady”, t0i sudt rudt, vi tim trang dang kich dong,

“Chao... ema Sam. Nho khong? Sam, nhém Superhero 4y?”

That 1 hay ho! Han [ 11 moi sém t6i budi tiéc ra it dia ghi am dau tién ciia bon nho. Nhung t6i khong thé ndi gidn véi cau nhoe ndy duge. Cau ta chi
lam di€u nén lam thoi. “Chao, Sam. Moi viéc thé nao roi?”

“Cha”, Samnéi. Mot khoang king dai, nhur thé 61 da bi mét tin hidu. “Loi d& nghi ctia anh van con ddy chi?”

Van con 4y 42 Me oi, tit nhién, tit nhién van con. Nam ngay trén ban, nong sbt, giira nhitng ly rou. Khong can kiém tra chimg minh luon. “Han rdi.”
“Vang”, Samnoi. “Vdy. .. &... anh c6 mudn ba ciia em xem qua 16 tdi nay khong?”

“Bon em s& lam viéc i Sleestak 42" T6i hoi, nhung niém phén khoi suyt nita da dé chét sy thic mic. “Chuyén gi vay? Sao em lai d6i y?”

Mot khoang lang nira. *“Vai chuyén”, Samnéi. “Thir nhét, B anh. My chuyén anh ni vé nhitng thir rac rudi va con duong murot nhu nhung. . . em khong
nh¢ chinh xac, nhung tat ca bon em quyét dinh muon lam viée cing ai d6 chan that.”

“Piéu thir hai a gi?”
“Nhom Stones[ 1], Sam noi.

[1]'Y chi nhém nhac Rolling Stones (ND).



Ha?

“Nhom Stones?”

“Darren goi cho bon em t6i qua, hira s¢ ‘bién bon em thanh dé nhi Stones’.”

Toi chot hiéu. Xong phim Pam cong ty to v6 van. Cau chuyén ctia toi vé mdt cong ty ghi 4m timg hira v6i toi rang ching t6i s trd thanh dé nhi Stones.
“Bon anh s& khong bién cac em thanh Stones thir hai””, t6i noi. “Déa c6 mdt nhém Stones roi. Nhung chura bao gior ¢ Superhero ca.”

“Piing, duoc i, em phai di ddy”, cu nhoc lo dang noi. “Bon em dang tip.”

“Puoc rdi. Anh s& chd hop dong, Ctr tir tir nhé, anh ban”, t6i n6i. Mot khoanh khiic tho mong qué choang ngop. Nhung ta da lai 6 ban nhac.

Sudt cho t6i dén hét tuan, t6i van & chd cta Zach. Haingiy dAu t6i khong mic quan 16t, nhung chiu hét ndi khi doi tit hoi toi mire ¢o min hét nhur thire
an. (Tét nhién | dang thirc an chang ai mudn an nita, nhung cting khong phai hoi nhu mii chudt chét dau. Toi phai ndi, d6 1 ca mdt chién tich.) Thé 1a

khi di mua ba doi tat, t6i ciing Iy ca vai chiéc quéan Iot.

Trén duong ra khoi cira hang, di ngang qua mot phu nir dang déy xe, t0i thiy mit trai ctia minh dau nhoi. Sarah. C6 thai. C6 phai ciia t6i khong? Co
phai con nguoi khong?

T6i bén dén chd c6 ta &, theo mdt ba gia vao toa nha. Khi dén trude cira, t6i lai cam thdy cay déing vé viéc mét quyén kiém soat thué nha. Nhung trude
mat c6 van dé 16n hon. Toi gd ctra, nin thé. Sarah mo cira, trong tay cammot ly rugu vang do.

“Chao, i tOi”, ¢b 4 noi.

“T6i ciing rat vui dugce gip ¢d.”

“Ai n6i vui khi duge gip anh chit?”

“Nghe ndy, c6 viéc khién t6i cir ban khoan méi.”
“Ban khoan 1 t6i con thich anh khong dy 42

“Khong. Ban khoan liéu dira con cua ti ¢6 thich ¢6 khong. Sarah, t6i biét ching ta da c6 khoang thoi gian khé chiu, nhung c6 biét t6i van luon. . . im
dicucan lam... dula gi dinira.”

“Quy gdi thi sa0? Anh s& quy gbi chir?”

“Néu viéc d6 dem lai moi trudng 6t cho dira bé, chic chin t6i s& quy. Nhung. .. c6 dira bé khong? Va néu vdy. ..” Ching c6 cach nao d& dang dé hoi
con ngudi ma toi it muodn gip nhat trén ¢di doi rang ¢6 c6 dang mang thai dira con cua t6i khong, “Pira bé c6 phai ctia t6i khong?”

Lic dau, Sarah khong tré 1i. C6 4 chi nhin t6i v6i ny cuoikhonghé ¢6 chit tir a1 hay vui suorngmﬁutu nao, chi toan nhitng khing hoang tir dia nguc.
“Dau tién, t0i phai ndi rang anh la nguoi ma ti it muén ¢6 con nhat trén ¢ doi nay.” Toi thiéu thi chiing t6i ciing 6 tur duy chung day chir. “Thir hai, t6i
khong chic viée quy gbi t6t lanh gi cho dtra tré, nhung n6 s& t6t cho t6i. Con thir ba. .. khong, Toi khong mang thai. T6i bi tré ky, nhung hin do 1 do
loai thubc moi thoi.”

Sau d6, toi nguyén cau cho Phil Iin bét cir ngudi din éng ndo lac bude vao cude doi Sarah. Lam on di, Chia oi! Bimg bao gior dé ¢ a quén udng
thudc.

To6i dam nbi Zach da phat ngan viée trong coi t6i, thé 14 t6i danh bubi t6i cudi cling tai New York voi Jonas va ban gi ciia ciu ta. Day hda ra lai | mt y
rat 8, vi t0i phai d6i mét v6i mdt cip doi hanh phic, thé 1 dau dc clr nghi méi v& Heaven cing Darren. Ciing c4i bong hdng khi gié no. Piéu duy nhét
khién t6i ton tai duroc 1 chuyén di sdp t61 dén L.A. — tai d6 ching t6i s& chon loc nhimg bai single trong- lai-s&-sém-soi-stng-suc cho Superhero (ban
nhac tirng thudc s hitu ctia cong ty Rosenthal).

Phil va t6i dén san bay JFK. Khong bi ai kiém tra tti x4ch. Thye ra t6i nhé ra ngudi nhan vién hang khong vi moi t6i ddy khong lau, nhung ho khong co
vé gi 1a nhd mit toi.

Lic d 1én may bay. Phil xin 16i vi chiing t6i phai ngdi & ghé gan cira so.

“T¢r khong ¢ ¥ dau”, cau ta n6i. “Chi tish o nhur thé khi dit vé thoi.” Toi doan nhiéu ngui rat thich nhin ra ngoai cira s6. Nhung t6i khong thude s6 do.
Toi thich ty do hon. Nhung viée d6 khong thé ngan t6i khién Phil tw cam thay t6i 01 trong it nhat muoi phitt, tan dung nd dé chiém duoc goi dau phong

cua cauta.

Chuyén bay chang ¢6 su kién gi dang ké, nhu'ng khi cho trude cira nha xi (t61 ching biét tai sao ho khong goi né I nha vé sinh) t6i dung vao gi dién
khing minh ngdi canh hdi nim ngodi trén chuyén bay tir ving Tay Nam vé phia Nam. Ga c6 hai ban tay to sy, khong chiu ngdm miéng trong subt cudc
hanh trinh. G& budc khéi nha v€ sinh, niit rang r& khi trong thay tOL



“Chao, nguoi anh em!”, gi néi. “Marc nay! Nhé t6i khong? Ching ta timg 1 ban cing chuyén bay dé}f:, g dua tay ra cho duoc bé.t. To6i khong thé
khong tur hoi gi da rira tay chura, nén rat mién cudng, Nhung t6i doan gio minh s€ vao nha vé sinh va can rira tay that sach, trude lan sau khi hanh syr.

“Chao, anh ban. T6i nhé. Cau thé nao?”

“Rét khoe”, gd noi. “Téi tim duoc viée & Virgin. Vira chuyén nhirmg mén do cudi cling t6i Los Angeles. Céu thi sao?”” Toi khong mudn bi sa da. Toi
khong muon ndi gi voi gi cd. Toi chi muodn di te thoi.

“Clﬁng cogl”
“Tbi qua t6i xem vo Broadway ctia Sean Combs déy. A Raisin in the Sun. R4t ménh liét, anh ban. That sy miinh liét!”

“Gios thi g ] Sean Combs 4? Khong phéi Puffy hay P. Diddy?” Toi khong biét tai sao minh lai phai tiép tuc trd chuyén, nén nhanh chong dit diém. “Ma
thdi, rat vui duroc gip cAu”, t6i ndi, budc vao nha vé sinh, xoay nit sang PANG CO NGUOI, 16i rira tay tAn hai lan tru6e khi kéo khoa quén.

Phil cing t1 dat phong tai Riot House, cam gidc v6 cing ky cuc. t nht thi t6i & mdt ting khac, nhung bt ké nhin vao dau, ti ciing déu thoang thiy hinh
bong Heaven. That may nén, t6i s€ danh hau hét thoi gian & phong thu am.

Toi x6a tht ca 1oi nhin ctia Heaven. Toi khong thé chiu duoc viéc nghe giong ¢o dy. N6 khién t6i mét tap trung, khién t6i nghi t6i ¢6 Ay cing Darren.
Toi dang & trong phong thu am tai Burbank. Moi thir dang tat bét thi c6 nguoi bao t6i cé dién thoai, khan cp. Khong nghi ngoi, t6i cAm ny.
“Chao, nhd t6i khong?”, Heaven Ién tiéng, c6 vé rat khong vui. Khan cép a? L& ra toi phai doan dugc.

“Giong nghe hoi quen thi phai”, toi tréu c6 ning, ¢b ging giir binh tinh.

“Lau nay cau ¢ dau?”

“C6 nghi gi vy chit? Toi dang ¢ véi ban nhac. Ching t6i dang ghi &m.”

“T6i biét hién gidy cau dang & d6”, ¢6 nang n6i. “Nhung hai tudn trude thi sao? Toi khong biét c6 chuyén gi xay ra véi cau khong. Y 1, cau cir thé bién
mat! Cau tham chi khong chao tiéng nao.”

“Toi khong biét I t6i phai bao céo véi co ddy.”

“Toi khong biét. . . toi nghi biét dau cdu mubn t6i di cing.”

“Toi kiém soat duoc. .. t6i khong can co dén day.”

“Puge 101", ¢d nang noi. “Toi chi nghi. .. ti nghi cau it nhat cling ndi voi ti ring cu di.”

A0

“Lan trudc ti cling c6 ndi dau”, giong ti déu déu, khong am sic. “C6 chi tinh co phat hién vi mo thur ctia t6i thoi. Nhan tién, tuan ndy t6i ¢6 bo 1&
chuyén gi hay khong vay?”

“T6i nghiém tiic ddy, Brady”, ¢6 nang noi. “Tdi rét lo.”
“Nay, dimg lo. T6i d4u 12 gi ctia 6 ma lo. C6 ciiing chang I gi ctia t61.”
“Cau d6 nghia I3 sa0?”

“Nghia Ia ¢6 ctr ambét ctr gi ¢0 thich, dimg ban tam giai thich n6 voi bét cir ai. Ciing dimg ky vong sur khac biét gi tir t6i. T6i chiing no nn gi cd ca.
To1 khong can phai duge ¢d dong y mdi co thé roi khoéi thanh phd.”

“Puoc m”, giong ¢6 nang nhd nhur tiéng mudi kéu. Va ddy dau dén, khién tim toi thét lai.

“Tot”, t6i d4p, vi ngay lic ndy t6i khong thé sa vio ma hre ctia ¢6 ning dugc. Toi can phai tip trung,
“Vay... ban nhac thé nao?”

“Tuyét voi. Sap xong 16i.”

“Toi rét mong chdr dugc nghe”, ¢6 nang noi.

“U. Duisao. ... t0i phai ciip may déy.”

“Cau khong mudn nghe t6i da lam duoc gia?”



“Han roi.” Toi tho ra.
“T6i da lap duge cong ty, gior thi PR Chét & tudi hai muroi bay da chinh thirc bat dau kinh doanh.”
“Tuyét d4y. Heaven. Toi rét mimg cho ¢6.”

“U, vi Zach noi voi t6i ring ciu da trd Jai cude choi, nén t6i hoan toan chi im nhitng viéc ¢6 ich cho Superhero”, ¢6 ning ndi. “Va ti d bt tay vao
nhiéu viéc. Cau s€ thich. Thuc ra, toi rat muon ciu thay. ..”

“Brady, nghe doan thu lai nay”, k§ su phong thu goi.

“Toi dang vOi”, t0i n6i vi Heaven rdi clip méy. Toi tham chi khong mubn cho ¢6 nang co hi hoi khi ndo ching toi s lai n6i chuyén, vi t0i khong thé doi
mat voi Vi‘éc do. Tqi biét minh da lam dicu ding ﬁén cho bén than. C6 nang da quay lai v&i ban trai ¢, trd lai vdi cdu ta, theo nhur t6i biét. Toi chac chan
da lam dieu dung dan. Vay tai sao t6i lai cam thay t¢ hai thé nay?

Khi nhan vién bat lai doan hoa am, t6i choang ngop. Moi nguoi, ké c4 ban nhac, d;éu nghi né tuyét hon ca ky vong, Phil va t61 6m nhau, 6m ban nhac,
that 1a mdt cudc té bay yéu thuong dién kinng, Chiing t61 lam mpi thir, ngoai trir ndm tay va la Ién “Kumbaya[2]”.

[2] Tén mdt bai hat tam linh, c6 cau “Hay dén day Chua oi, ching con dang hat, chiing con dang cau nguyén, hay dén day Chua oi!”.

[t ngy sau, t6i dang lai xe cting Phil trén duong Sunset, thi trong thiy nhimg 4p phich dan trén cac tda nha, cot dién, cira s6 doc khéip con dudng,
Chiing trong nhur tir mdt quyén sach truyén tranh dang pop, 1on x0n, cii k§, mbi birc chi cé mdi mot tir, ching han nhw BEP! hay BUM! Hay BAM! —
t01 nghi la mdt dang chit ky. D6 la nhitng thir ban s€ tim thay trong truyén tranh ctia Superhero. T6i chi cho Phil xem, céu ta mim cuoi.

“Céu c bao gid nghil Chiia dang giri cho minh nhitng 11 nhén nho nhé dé cau biét ring minh dang di ding hudng khong?”, t6i hoi.

“Ludn 1 thé ma”, Phil dap.

Chimng t6i ngdi trong quan El Compadre, an mirng ctng ban nhac. Bdng Sam nging 1én va kéu tén mot thir toi rét khong thich, “Nay, Darren!”. Toi
ngAng du nhin va thiy thiing cha khdn nan mit ngwa d6. C6 vé nhur dat chén t6i dau toi ciing khong thoat duoc 3. Ga dura tay tdi trude mit toi.

“Chao, Brady, moi viéc thé nao?”
Toi doi y roi. Ga khong phai mit ngira. Con la thi ding hon. Dit sao, van 1 mt gi khon kiép. “Tot, anh ban. Vira thu 4m xong,”

“Mong duoc nghe ddy”, g n6i. “CAu biét toi ki fan by ma. C6 vé nhur cau va t6i ¢ gu rat giong nhau”, g noi. Toi phéi ¢ ging moi khong dap cho ga
mot trdn. Nhung ma... ma. .. mdt 4 tdc vang nguc gia bude dén sau gi, vong tay quanh eo gi.

“Bon em s€ giri anh mdt ban ghi”, Sam noi véi Darren.
“Tuyét”, Darren noi.

“Pindo, anh yéu, em doi 7, 4 toc vang ndi. “Chao, t6i 1a Charity”, & chao. ROi nd mdt nu cudi hoan héo, ham rang boc sir tré.ng mudt, sau d6 thi ht
toc. Gia str ma co mdt chiée cot ¢ giita nha hang, t6i dam thé & ndy s& quan quanh céi cot.

Bdng dung t6i cam thiy nhu mdt dng bd vira bt gip ban trai clia con gai minh ngoai tinh.

Nay, t6i khong phai mit tay bao lyc. Khong hé. Thye ra, nhin chung toi chéng lai bao Irc, va chura bao i 1 ngudi gy sur. Nhung khi thiy Darren
ctng & bip bé chét tiét nay, nghil #én viée gi dang bon cot voi Heaven. .. mdt lan nita. .. t6i khong thé kiem ché. Khong hé suy nghi, t6i dimg lén dam
thang vao mét gi. Ga loang choang ngd ra sau, miu mii tubn ra trén grong n¥it hoan toan bdi ri. Moi nguoi ha hdc, con Charity hét Ién. Vay ma ti ctr
nghi ¢6 & chi ¢6 néng lyc immbi viée 1 ht toc thdi co ddy.

“Anh ban, cai quai gi vdy?”, Darren néi. Charity cho tay vio tii, 16i ra mdt chiéc tampon mini. C6 4 xé md 1op bao nho, nhét thir d6 vao miii gi.

“Pay, anh yéu”, a noi.

“Cai thir chét tiét gi khién cu dam dénh t6i?”, Darren hoi.

“May nghi gi vay thing khén?”” Toi run ban bat nhur mdt chiée chiim choe[3], dy kich dong. “Vi may lai dang. .. dua cot v6i Heaven.”

[3] Nhac khi g5 gom hai dia tron bang hop kim ddng c6 niim cam & giita, danh chap vao nhau dé tao ra 4m thanh.

“May dang ndi cai quy quéi gi vay ha?”, gi gam lén.

“May i mot thing khén!”, t6i hét Ién. Toi lao hing huc ra khoi ctra hing, vi hai tay d4 bt dau dinh md hoi, trong dau thi chen chat ti ca chuc nghin thir

cam xtic. Toi khong biét dwoc minh dang mubn ngét xiu hay m‘fr)n 16n nhao mot vong, nhung néu i vé dau, thi t6i khong mudn im vay trude mét ban
nhac, tuyét doi Ia trudc mat Darren. Néu 1a vé thir hai, thi toi can mdt phong riéng,



Toi ra ngodi, ci thé bude di. Vira di doc phd Sunset, t0i vira hit tho. Hit tho va suy nghil. Toi e ban tay, vind dau kinh khing. Bi dugc vai day nha,
dién thoai ctia t6i vang 1én. La Heaven. Lan nay, t6i tra loi.

“Chao.”
“Cau | thing khdn”, ¢6 nang kén tiéng. “Darren vira goi cho t61.”
“Gior thi t6i I théing khdn ho? Toi lam thé vi co ddy. Thang d6 di voi mdt con nho khac!”

“Tot”, ©0 nang hét toang kén. “Anh ta co quyen 1am thé! Ching c6 gi xay ra gjita toi va anh ta démdo ca! Va cau biét tai sao khong? Vi cau day!” Co
nang gim gir, “Chia oi, cu that ngu ngde!”. ROi ¢d nang clip may.

Toi dimg d6, ¢6 ging hiu chuyén vira xdy ra. Toi nghl lai cude doi thoai, va dit 6 ning vira oi toi | ké ngu ngde, thi d6 van la dieu tot lanh nhét toi
dugc nghe trong ca tuan nay.

T01 budc dén El Compadre, tinh cor di ngang mot to roi dang nguyén rta. To roi ghi BUM! Nhung khi dén gan, t6i thiy c6 thir gi d6 dudi goc. Toi nhay
cang Ién. Dong chir ghi: “Superhero. . . ho sdp gidi ctru nén Am nhac”.

Pua voi toi day 42 C6 nang 1 ngudi nghi ra c4i ndy sao? Tat ca nhitng 4p phich, t& roi ndy 1a tac phim cta Heaven. Qua hoan hao! Gan nhur tit ca cac
siéu anh hing du c6 nhan dang bi mat. 'Thay vi str dung nhiing phyc trang sén sam, ¢4 nang dimg cach gidu tén. That thién tai! Va c6 nang ciing khong
ca@p voi Darren. BAM! Tim t6i nhur muon no tung.

Trd vé nha hang, t6i thay Darren dang ngdi tai qudy bar, trén mét con dinh mau. Chiéc tampon nhét noi mili, ¢6 vai soi bong long thong.

“T6i rét xin 16", t6i noi v6i gi. “Toi da lam diéu that ngu ngde.”

“Ding vy”, g noi. “Tin toi di, 61 da am nhidu thir ngu xuan. Nhung hdy can than. ... d6 chinh 1 1y do tai sao toi mit ¢6 4y.”

T6i nhé d& xem cude phong van Bruce Springsteen trén chuong trinh 60 minutes, anh ta n(')i’dén mot diéu t6i s& khong bao giy quén: “S& dén Ic ban can
phai thdi cho dgi con ngurdi ma minh muon trd thanh dé bat dau lam con ngudi ma minh muon.”

Bay gio nghi lai, ngay lic nay, t6i tin rang d6 1a didu sau sac nhét Springsteen ting ndi, bén canh cau: “Ching 61 hoc duoc tir nhimg ban thu 4m dai ba
phiit con nhidu hon tir trrdng hoc”. (Chéc chén 1 su séc hon cau: “Chi viée khoanh chin quanh nhing vién nhung ndy va vong chit tay quanh dong co

cta anh”.) Ri la ling thay, chura bao gidr hai cAu nay hién Ién trong dau t6i nhidu dén vy trong sudt ca cude doi. Hai diéu toi khong thé ngimg nghi t6i.
Ca hai déu la Heaven.

Bdng nhién 161 d6 tr thanh thr  nghia nhét trong doi toi. DA dén lic tién Ién. Khong phai ti chua bao gios bude t6i bén Heaven dé biéu 1§ cam xiic véi
¢6 nang, Toi chi buc boi khi c6 nang khong chiu hi€u tm tu ctia t6i thoi.

Ban dang doc truyén Anh Chang Ngu Ngo' Va C6 Nang Ric Roi dwoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 41: HEAVEN

Séng nay t& New York Post déing mot nghién ctru mdi, hé 10 réng “céc nha tho thudng chét tré - tré hon nhidu so véi tiéu thuyét gia, bién kich, hofic céc
dang tac gia sang tac khac, vi linh hon ctia ho thudng bi tra tan, dan téi xu hudng ty 1am ton thuong ban than”.

Nghién ciru n6i rang, frung binh, céc nha tho sdng sau muroi hai nim, biénkich gia song sau muroi ba nam, tiéu thuyét gia 4 sau muroi sau, con tac gia viet
sach phi tiéu thuyét song dén sau muroi tam ndm. Nghién ctru thude vé Vién nghién ctru Dai hoc California tai San Bernardino. it nhat 1 vay. N6 ching
16i gi vé nhing nguoi viét PR, nén t6i khong biét minh roi vao khoang ndo. Viéc nay khién t6i buc boi gan hét budi sang, RAi toi xudng lau Ky thur.

T6i c6 mot hoa don tir Citibank, Valpak, mot I thur giri cho Brady, cdu ta van chura chiu d6i cai dia chi chuyén thu chét tiét ciia minh. Dia chi duoc viét
tay ma t6i khong nhén ra ctia ai, cling khong cé dia chi giri hoan.

Toi ding trong hanh lang, An dau tién phan van dir doi vé viéc c6 nén mo thu khong, R t6i mo.

“Heaven yéu quy”, 1 thur mo du. Toi nhin lai phong bi I nita, bdo dam réing minh khong bi dién. Dia chi giri Brady. Toi bén nhin xemai giri, chinh I tir
Brady. Thong minh lam day, Brady!

Con c6 mdt phong bi nho, gibng nhur tai cac tiém ban hoa, dinh kém 1 thu, ghi : “Hay mé khi dwoc hudéng dan mo”. Téi doc 14 thur:

Chao, 11 t6i ddy. Trude hét, ¢o thue su cin chim dirt viée mo thr ctia ngudi khéc di. Toi cin n6i vai diéu véi ¢o, toi nghi ring viét ra s& t6t nhét, nhur
vay t6i s& bao dam moi thir dau ra ddy.
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Khi ¢6 da doc I thur ndy, moi su s& thay ddi, theo cach nay hodic cach khac. Nén c6 thé ic nay ¢6 mudn dimg ngay va nhin lai lan cubi diéu c6 nghi vé&
moi quan hé hién tai ctia chiing ta. Ciing t6t, diing khong? Bict dau thdm chi con tuyét voi nita ay chur.

Van dé 13, t6i khong thé lam ban cua c6 nita. Chi sau mot thoi gian ngan, ¢ da trd nén rat y nghia d6i véi toi. Toi chang con nhd ndi cude doi trude khi
¢ ¢0, va cling khong chiu ndi viée phai nghi dén cudc song thicu co.

Khong phai anh khong the am ban em. Chi a anh khong thé chi lim ban voi em. Anh mudn nhiéu hon. Anh mudn tit ca. Anh muon em. Bay gio, va mai
ve sau, cho t6i khi cai chét chia lia ching ta.

Anh cau Chiia ring em ciing cam thiy gidng anh, vi néu khong, bita ti anh dit sin cho ching ta hom nay s& thyc sy rat ngrong ngiing, Bay gid em ¢6
thé md phong bi nho kia.

Toi mo n ra. Bén trong 13 mdt chiée khoen tir lon soda. Toi tiép tuc doc, nhung nurée mit da dang trao.

Néu em ciing cam thdy nhur anh, hiy deo né vio ngén tay, dé anh biét. Con néu khéng. .. anh van s tin ring em ciing vay, roi khi anh khong chi y, hiy
giét anh di.

Yéuem,
Brady
Toi ding d6, khong néi duoc 16i ndo, chi nhin chiim chim vio chiéc khoen.

“C6 ¢6 dinh mang n6 vao khong?” Toi nghe ai d6 n6i tir déing sau. Tim t0i bt dau ddp voi van toe mdt triéu nhip mdi phit. Toi quay ki. Brady dang
dung d6, nghiéng ngudi tua vao thang may. Anh ay bude lai phia t6i, cam lay chiéc khoen, va deo vao tay toi

“Brady. ..”, t6i mo loi.

“Anh quén lam mot viéc trurde khi roi di”, anh noi.

“La gi vay?”, t6i hoi. Anh Ay tom By vai t6i va hon toi. Hon t6i nhur thé t6i chura bao gioy duroc hon. Va ny hon nay cting khong thure sur khac nhiing ny
hon khac. Tu than n6 khong ghé gdm g, chi la hai doi moi kh& mo, ap kn nhau, va hai d6i nt nhim lai. Nhung diéu khién ny hn ngot ngao nhur
chocolate, 4m ap nhur ning, day tiroi mat va bay bong nay tuyét diéu dén phi thurdng, dén kinh ngac, dén vo cting — anh sang huy hoang thir hai khi ban
nghi chéing con chit huy hoang ndo sot lai ctia nghé thuat hon — chi don gian 1a: D61 m6i d6 thude vé Brady, va d61 moi con lai thude vé toi. Gio ching da
¢ canh nhau. Chi d6i khi cach xa dé dung bita hodc trd chuyén, d€ ngap hay lam nhiéu thit linh tinh.

To6i hon dép lai. Toi hon anh nhur thé mudn anh | ngwoi cudi cing trong doi mi ti s& hon, ngwoi duy nhat ti s& hon trong sudt phan doi con lai. Toi cam
nhén dugc hai trai tim dép thinh thich trong 16ng ngyre. Toi rdi khdi vong tay anh roi nhin vao anh.

“Va d6 1 diéu anh s& tu nhiic minh nhé m d4y”, t6i nd ny cudi c6 thé nubt tron ca thé giéi.
“Anh s& khong bao i am thé nia.”

“T6t nhét | anh nén Am thé nita”, t6i thi thAm

“Y anh I viéc quén. ..”, anh lai hon t6i. “Con viéc nay thi anh dinh lam thuong xuyén.”

“Givr em lai giong nhur cht xo 427

“Ding n6i nita”, anh ddy t6i vio thang may. “Nhan tién”, anh xiét ban tay deo chiéc khoen ctia t6i, “chi vi em khong nhur “cac 6 gai khac’ khong ¢6
nghia [a em s&€ khong cd duge mdt chiée nhan that.”

HEAVEN

Tén t6i | Heaven Albright. Toi d tro lai v6i nghé PR. Lan ndy, sép ctia t6i khong phai i mdt ké hoan toan dé tién, chi thinh thodng rét déng buc boi ma
thoi. Chinh 13 t61. Phong dai sy thit vé nhimg ngurdi t6i muon cung lam viée (hau hét 1a vay), va cong dudi 1én ma lam viée.

C6 ban nhac Superhero — ban biét ho roi day Nhung ban chua biét ba ban nhac con lai m t6i dang king x&, hay tay nghé si hip hop c6 thurong hiéu

quan 4o vira ra rrat tai show dién duoc nhéc t6i nhiéu nhat trong khudn khd Tuan I Thoi trang, hay EnerJewce — murdc trai cay duoc hra chon, mot
thurong hiéu thirc udng c6 ndng d6 carbon thip va hop v6i ché d6 an udng ctia dao Iudt Do Thai ma i vira ky duoc hop dong,

Va ban ciing chua biét dén phién ban Heaven ciia riéng toi, ¢6 tro Iy Heidi, ngudi co nhiéu du hiéu s& trd thanh 6 nang tuyét voi hon t6i nhidu. Hay vé
két cuc hanh phtic cia Marco va Sydney. Khong nén goi 1a niém vui két hon, nhung nén goi 2 cudc hdn nhan tuyét dinh, vi hai nhé: Nudc My c6 thém
modt cong dan, con bd nguc clia Sydney ting thém dugce hai co.

Néu 6 6 vé khéc bigt — gidng nhur mdt ¢ nang liu Jo chich choe, ludn cuoi tuoi roi rdi— thi d6 1 vi tdi von nhur vay. C6 thé I viky nghi dau tién trong
mot ndm day cang thang. Va co thé 1a vi t6i dang ngdi canh vi hon phu va deo chiec nhan dinh hon Tiffany ryce 1 nhat trén doi. Superhero a? Ho da Ién



trang bia tap chi Spin, Brady va t6i dang trén duong t6i Vegas, va ho s& trinh dién tai & cudi clia ching t6i. Moi thir déu hoan hao!
BRADY

Tén t6i | Brady Gilbert, va toi vira tir bo chd ngdi canh 161 di. Mot cach tinh nguyén.

May tra 101 dién thoai cua Brady:

“Clﬁq, to1 1a Brgldy Gilbert. T61 bo 16 cude goi cuia ban, nhung ban lai bo 16 co hdi quy bau dugce ndi chuyén voi toi. Néumubn c6 duge co hdi do. ..
hay dé lai 16i nhan, t6i s& goi lai cho ban.” Bip.

“Chao, ngai Gilbert, t6i 1 Georgette, goi tir vin phong ngai Schultz. Ngai Schultz mubn trao d6i voi ngai. Vui 1ong goi lai cho ching t6i ngay khi c6 thé
theo s0...”

TaM SU CUA TAC GIA
Pa 5 gior chidu.
Toi nhic viée d6 chii yéu 1a vi day 1 thoi diém tré nhét trong ngay t6i van c6 thé udng ca phé mi khong so anh hudng t6i gide ngi.

Moi ngudi thudng ndi ring viée sang tac chi co murdi phin trim cam himg, chin muroi phén trim con lai 1 lao dong vat va. Tt nhién, diéu ndy hoan toan
nham nhi. Toan bd mdt trdm phan tram 4 nho caffeine.

Toi nght tu liéu ny da ty ndi lén tht ca. Cha me ti A cap doi tai nang cta Hollywood — ngbi sao min anh déng yéu Tina Louise cing nguoi di tién phong
vé talk show Les Crane. T6i Ion Ién giira hang nghin con nguoi day sang tao, tot nghiép Pai hoc Dién AnhNYU.. - nhung sy nghiép viét lach ctia toi
khong hé nhiic nhich cho t¢i khi t6i budc qua tudi hai muoi, khi t6i bit dau udng nhidu ca phé. D6 I lic moi thir thay dbi.

Toi lam cong viée viét lich cho MTV. Tir khi con nho, ti da rét himg thi voi chét giong khan va danh ca thoi tudi tré tht dep dé tham dur vo s budi
trinh dién nhac rock, t6i mirc bi U tai, nén ddy Ik cong viée rat phit hop. Bugc thanh cong nay khich I, 61 ubng thém nhiéu ca phé espresso. Va thé déy!
Toi bt dAu viét cho nhimg show dién lon nhét trong giéi. Néu mudn, ban ctr goi d6 1 ngdu nhién ciing dugc.

Toi ciing ra “hoc doi”. Toi hoc doi lam nhitng thir nhur kinh doanh am nhac va thiét ké nit trang. Néu dén thim can ho cua t6i (ban duoc moi 10i dy,
nhung vui long goi dién thoai trude nhe), ban s& hiéu duoc tinh yéu cta t6i v6i am nhac qua hon ba triéu dia CD duoc phan myc rt ti mi ma 6 tich trit.
Néu sdng duoc t6i mot tram bén muroi tudi, CO THE t6i s& nghe duoc hét sb dia d6. Nhung dimg dua bing cach kn mang mot chiée nao di dy nhé, vi
ching dwoc canh giit rit can trong boi hai cht cin trung thanh cia t6i. Tong trong lwong ctia ching 1 nim kilogram.

Ving, diy 1 chuyén vé t6i. Hai con ctin, hang triéu dia CD, ciing sy cong hién mil quang v6i chiéc méy chay bo, t6i thé nd ciing 1én ké hoach chdng lai
t61 moi khi toi ngl.

Va t6i viét. Kich ban phim. Truyén. Cting chinh quyén sach ma ban dang cam day.

Hy vong ban thich quyén sach ndy. Hay uéng mt tach ca phé trong khi doc. Xét dén cing, it nhit ciing luién c6 mdt noi ndo d6 trén thé giéi dang & thoi
diém 5 gio' ma.

Hay giit lién lac véi t6i qua dia chi: http//www.capricecrane.com

Nam thir can tong khi. ..

Nam thir dAu bang ban khong mudn nghe trong 1n hen ho dau tién:

1. Bang phd thong

2. Tranh quyén gidm ho

3. Giip d& nguoi say rugu

4. Cudc chién giita cac ngdi sao trén tham do

5. Thudc tri mun rdp — Valtrex

Ban dang doc truyén Anh Chang Ngu Ngo' Va C6 Nang Ric Roi dwoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(dot)Net.
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