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Chuong 1

Trang d4u tién cubn nhat ky ciia Leslie Stewart viét :

"Nhat ky thin mén : Sang nay ta da gip nguoi dan 6ng ta s& Ay Bm chdng "

Mot 1oi tAm sy gian di va lac quan, khong thé 1a d4u hiéu bao trude cho hang loat nhitng bi kich sau nay.

D6 1a mdt ngay dep troi, dep dén ndi khong ai c6 thé nghil t6i sy xui xéo hay dam dé xay ra diéu gi sai sot. Leslie Stewart khong tin im vao chiém tinh
hoc, nhung séng hom d6, khi ngau nhién gid to bao Lexington Herald Leader ra, muc Dy béo twong lai bang chiém tinh ctia Zoltaire bong dap vao mit
nang :

" danh cho nhing nguoi thude ménh leo ( tir 23/7 dén 22/8) :vao du khoang thoi gian nay ban s& ¢6 tinh yeu trong cudc doi minh. Ban dang ¢ dinh cao
cﬁ‘a sy sung mén va nén chi1 y t¢i mdt sy kién thi vi s€ dén véi minh. ngudi dén voi ban thude ménh virgo. hdm nay 14 ngy clia tinh yéu, hily chuan bi tinh
than dé tiép nhan nd".

Chuén bi dé don c4i gi nhi ? Leslie th o nghi. Ngay hom nay s& troi qua nhur moi ngy khéc. Chiém tinh hoc diing I thir v6 vAn.

Leslie lam viéc cho cong ty quang cao Bailey & Tomkins & Lexington, Kentucky. Lich cong viéc hom nay ctia nang c6 ba cubc gip vao budi chidu. Bé‘u}
tién la voi cong ty Kentucky Fertilizer, nhimg nguoi nay rat khoai chién dich quang cao nang dang lam cho ho, ho muon day nhanh tién d6 hon nita va rat
thich cau mo dau, "Néu ban muon thudng thirc mii thom ctia hoa hong ...". Cude gip thir hai 1a voi cong ty Breeders Stud va thir ba 1a voi cong ty Than
Lexington. Vay ma 1a ngay ctia tinh yéuu ?

Ngoi hai muroi tudi, vdi than hinh ménh mai, goi cam, Leslie Stewart | mdt nir thu ky thao viée. Mét ning méu xanh, hai go mé hoi cao va méi toc mém
dé{L Vo1 kiéur cach don gian nhung thanh lich. Mot ngudi ban ctia Leslie tirng bao nang ""V6i nhan sac ctia em, thém chut dau 6c va mot cho dua, emco
thé co ca thé gioi nay'".

Leslie xinh dep va c6 chi §6 1Q 14 170. Nhung nang ko cho hinh thire la mot loi thé ctia minh. Pan 6ng chi muén nhanh chong yéu va hoi nang 1am vo
chir khong may ai trong s6 ho chiu bo thoi gian tim hiéu nang,

La mit trog hai thu ky, Leslie dong thoi cling la nguoi phu it duy nhét trong s& mudi lim nam nhén vién khac ctia cong ty. Chura day tuan 1€ dau tién,
Leslie da thay minh thong minh hon tat ca bon ho. Pay la mt kham pha nang giit riéng cho minh.

Ngay tur dau, hai sang lap vién ciia cong ty, Jim Bailey, mdt gi béo phi, gan bdn muroi tudi véi | giong 161 nhe nhang, va Al Tomkins, tré hon Jim khoang
murdi tubi, kha nhanh nhe, da 1an huot, timg ngudi mdt, mdi Leslie Ién girdng voi ho. Nang chém dut "y tudng” d6 ciia ca hai, bang cau tra o1 rat don
gian, "Con nhic dén mdt lAn niva, t6i s di".

Chuyén chdm durt tai d6. Leslie 1 mdt nhan vién rét c6 gia khong thé mét dugc.

Trong tun im viéc dAu tién, vao gior ubng ca phé, Leslie da ké cho moi ngudi nghe mdt cAu chuyén cudi.

"Mot ba tién hira ting cho ba ngudi dan dng mbi ngudi mdt diéu wée. Ngudi dau tién noi "Udc gi toi thong minh thém 25% nira". Ba tién gt dau va roi
ngudi kia reo én "O" gidr déy t6i da thong minh hon rit nhidu"

"Nigudi thir hai thi "Udc gi t6i thong minh hon 50% nira". Ba tién git dau va ngudi ndy mimg rd "That tuyét voi, gior day toi da biét nhidu didu ma trude
d6 61 khong biét".

"Ngudi thir ba néi "Udc gi toi théng minh thém 100% nita". Ba tién git dau va anh chang ndy bién thanh mdt phu nir'".
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Leslie nhin moi ngudi, chd doi. TAt ca bon ho chdm chim nhin lai nang va khong ai cuoi.

Ny ctia tinh yéu nhu chiém tinh dy béo Ay bat dau lic mudi mdt g Jim Bailey budc vao phong im viée bé xiu cia Leslie ndi : "Ching ta ¢6 khach
hang mai. Toi muon ¢ lo cho viée nay".

Leslie dang phu trach nhiéu viée hon bt ky ai & cong ty, song nang thiy tt nhét 1 khong phan déi.

"Pugc thoi. Thé d6 1a cai g 2",

"Khéng phéi i c4i gi ma 14 ai. C6 da nghe dén cai tén Oliver Russell chura 2"

Aima ching biét dén caitén dy. Po mot lut sur cta dai phurong dang tranh cir chire Théng ddc bang, gwong miit anh ta trung day trén cac tm bang
quang cai dit & khap Kentucky nay. O tubi 35, voi pﬁt danh tiéng kha ly limg, anh ta duoc danh gia 1 ngudi ¢6 nang lye nhat cta bang. Russell da lam
hang loat nhimg cudc ni chuyén trén cac kénh truyén hinh chi yéu cia bang, nhw WDKY. WTVQ, WKYT, ... va trén cac dai phat thanh nhiéu ngudi
nghe nhét trong vimg, nhu WKQQ va WLRO. Rét dep trai, mang dang dip ctia mdt van dong vién dién k]nh, v6i méi toc den, hoi t6i, d6i nit ciing den
va nu cudi 4m ap. Anh ta ciing c6 tiéng i da timg qua dém vai vo sb quy ba & Lexingaton.

"C6, t6i c6 nghe tiéng anh ta. Thé ching ta s& phai im gj 2"

"Chiing ta s& gitip Russell gianh ghé thong ddc bang. Anh ta dang trén duong dén day."

Oliver dén mudn mit vai phit. Ngoai doi nom anh con hip dan hon trong anh.

Russell né ny curdi coi md khi duge gidi thiéu voi Leslie.

"T6i da duoc nghe ndi nhiéu vé co. Toi rit vui vi ¢6 s& 13 nguoi chiu trach nhiém van dong, tuyén truyén cho to1".

Anh ta khong c6 vé gi nhur Leslie da twong tuong, D6 13 mdt ngudi dan ong chan thure va théng thin. Ty nhién, ning thiy luéng cudng,

"T6i .. 4, cam on. Xin mdi dng ngdi'.

Oliver Russell ngdi xudng ghé.

"Nao, chiing ta bat dau nhé". Leslie goi y. "Tai sao ong mudn tmg ctr vao vi tri Thong dbc bang 2"

"Rét don gidn. Kentucky & mot bang tuyét voi. Ching ta da biét dieu d6 vi ching ta sinh ra & ddy, va ching ta ¢6 the tin huong sy tuyét digu clia no.
Nhung, ¢ nhiéu noi khac, ho lai cho rang ching ta giong mbt bay moi. T6i mudn thay doi cai nhin nay. Kentucky ttrmg ¢6 nhiéu diem ndi trdi hon ca murdi
hai bang khac cong lai. Lich sir ctia e My bat dau tir ddy. Kentucky dem t6i cho mrde My hai vi Tong Thong. Bay 1a noi chon rau cét rén ctia Daniel
Boore, Kit Catson va Judge Roy Bean. Chiing ta ¢6 phong canh dep nhat thé giéi, nhimg dong song, nhirng canh dong ¢ xanh ngat, tat ca moi thir. Toi
muon ca the gioi ndy phai biet diéu do".

Anh néi day thuyét phuc, con Leslie hoan toan bi cudn hit. Nang chot nhé té1 cau chiém tinh "Vao dAu khoang thdi gian nay ban s& c6 tinh yéu trong
cudc doi minh ... Hom nay s€ 1a ngay cuia tinh yéu, hiy chuan bi tinh than dé tiép nhdn no."

Russell ndi tiép. "Chién dich van dong s& khong thé thinh cong néu nhur ¢ khong ¢6 niém tin ménh liét vao diéu nay nhur toi".

"T6i tin chit". Leslie ndi nhanh. C6 qua nhanh ko nhi ? "T6i s€ quan tam téi viéc nay." Nang ngdp ngirng mdt chut. "Cho phép t6i hoi 6ng mdt cau cd
duoc khong 7"

"Vang ",
"Ong thudc ménh ndo ?".
"Virgo".

Sau khi Oliver Russell ra v, Leslie dén ngay vin phong ctia Jim Bailey. Nang noi "Toi thich anh 4y. Russell 1 ngudi chén the. Anh dy s& i mot thong
doc tot day."

Jimnhin nang, soi moi "Khong dé thé dau".
"Thé & ? Tai sao khong ?".

Bailey nhiin vai, ndi "Toi khong biét. C6 céi gi d6 t6i khong giai thich dugc. C6 da nhin thiy Russell trén cic tim bién quang cao va trén céc kénh truyén
hinh chura 2"
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"Téi ko hiéu, tai sao co ?".

"Khong ai biét chic, nhung c6 kha nhiéu chuyén don dai. Mot trong nhing chuyén d6 1 Russell dudng nhu ¢ ai d6 sau lung cung cip cho anh ta tién
d€ ra tranh ctr, va khong hiéu Iy do nao day bong lai bo roianh ta"".

"Bing lic cude van dong tranh cir cia anh ta dang 6 loi thé u 2 Bidu d6 e khong hop Iy Bm, Jima".

"Toi biét".

"Thé tai sao Russell lai tim dén ching ta ?"

"Vi anh ta mu6n. Toi thdy anh chang nay nhiéu tham vong ddy. Va rat muén Bm mot cai gi d6 khac nguoi Russell mudn ching ta tién hanh mdt chién
dich quang cdo c6 hiéu qua nhung lai ko mubn mat nhiéu tién. Anh ta khong c6 kha ‘nang chi hon nita. Tt c4 nhimg g chung ta s& lam cho anh ta 1 sép
xep cac bubi phong van, céc cude dién thuyét viét bao, nhu'ng viée trong tu nhur thé ...". Bailey nging lai mot chit, Fic dau. "Trong khl d6 duong kim
Théng dbc Addison dang ton bac triéu cho cudce tranh cir ’day. Xemra Russell khong phal 13 tay vira d4u. Anh ta a mdt luat sur gioi, rat c6 danh tiéng
trong nganh ctia minh. T6i cho rang Russell s€ 1a mot vi thong doc kha, néu tring cu".

Pémhom d6, Leslie bt dau trang nhat ky bang cau :

Nhit ky than mén : Séang nay ta da gip nguoi dan ong ta s& Ky am chong,

Leslie Stewart c6 mot tudi tho that dang lqué)n Cha nang a gido vién Anh ngit truong Lexington Community, me ¢ nha n(f)i’trq. Cha Leslie dep trai lai rat
trf thirc. Ong con 14 ngudi rat quan tim dén gia dinh. Theo ong, cd nha luon cung di nghi hodc du lich la di€u hop 1y. Ong rat chicu Leslie, uon miéng ndi
Leslie xinh dep, va hét 101 khen ngoi mdi khi Leslie dugc diém cao hodc ngoan ngoan vang 10i. Trong it 6ng, Leslie chang bao gio' lim gi sai trci ca.
Sinh nhét 14 thir 9, Leslie dugc cha tang cho c6 mdt chiée vay dai mau tim, ¢6 tay vién ding ten. Ong cho con gai miic chiée vay do6 rdi dng khoe vdi ban
bé khi ho t6i du 18 sinh nht. Ong ndi véi ho "Trong con bé xinh chura kia .

Leslie rt yéu cha.

Mot ndm sau, vao mot budi sang, cudc séng sung sudng cta Leslie da bién mat. Me bé, mat dAm dia nude Il’ét, noi voi bé r%lng "Con yéu quy, cha con
da ... da bo ching ta ma diroi"

Leslie ko hiu. "Thé lic ndo thi cha vé& 2"

"Cha con s& ko vé nita."

MOGi mdt tir nhur nhat dao ddm vao tim Leslie.

Me da khién ba phéi ra di, Leslie nghi. BS thiy gidn me vi chéic hin boi vi me da cai nhau voi ba.

Nhung chic chin ching doi nao ba chiu xa minh. khong khi ndo. Leslie tir nhii nhur vay.

Nhiu tuan trdi qua, cha Leslie vin khong goi dién v&. Ngudi ta khong cho ba vé dé gip minh, Leslie nghii, me dang phat ba.

Bic ctia Leslie da gii thich cho Leslie biét, b6 me bé chiing ¢6 cii 1on gi hét. Cha Leslie mé mdt ngudi dan ba god chong, day ¢ truong dai hoc, va da
den & voi ba ay, ¢ pho Limestone. Mot hom, khi di cho, me da chi cho Leslie can nha ay. "Ho song ¢ d6", ba noi vé budn ba.

Mot ngay thir sau, sau khi tan hoc, Leslie tim dén cn nha d6 va bam chudng. Mot dira con gai bang tudi Leslie ra md cira. Con bé kia ciing méic mot
chiéc vay dai mau tim, c0 tay vién dang ten.

Leslie chim chiim nhin chiéc vdy, stmg so.
Dira con gai kia nhin bé, t0 mo hoi : "May la ai ?"
Leslie chay vut di.

Khoéng hon mdt néim sau d6, Leslie chimg kién sy ra di ctia me. C6 bé tlmg nghe ndi "chét vi thét tinh | mdt didu ngd ngén'', nhung da duoc tin mit
chirg kién sy dau budn va sau d6 1 su ra di vdi va cua me, d€ khi ai d6 hoi sao me chet, Leslie da khdng quanh co tra 101 "Me chau chét vi that tinh".

Tir ngdy 4y, c6 bé Leslie da thé ring s& ko dé nguoi dan ong ndo c6 thé lim diéu twong tw nhur vAy v6i minh.

Sau khi me mat, Leslie dén & Vc'rirbéc. Nang lén cép ba rdi vao dai hoc Kentucky. O nim dai hoc cudi cing Leslie doa danh hi¢u hoa hiu bang. Vo )
161 moi clia cac hang thoi trang dén voi nang,

Leslie ¢6 hai chuyén tinh r}g’m ngii, mdt véi chang sinh vién 1 thin tuong bong d4 & truong va mot vai thiy gido day kinh té. Hai ngudi ndy nhanh chong
lam c6 chéan ngay. Thuc t€ 1a vi Leslie cao hon ca hai.



Ding liic Leslie sap ra trudng, nguoi bac mat.

C6 sinh vién két thiic viée hoc hanh va dé don xin vio cong ty quéng co Bailey & Tomkins. Tru so cua cong ty ndm tai thanh phd Vine, la mjt toa nha
hinh chir U. Dich thin Jim Baile, mjt trong hai sang p vién doc don xin viéc va vai dong ticu st cta Leslie. "Bugc. €6 1a ngudi may man day. Ching
t01 dang can mot thu ky".

"Thu kyu ? Téi ... "

"Sao ?"

"A’, khong !"

Leslie bat dau cong vige ctia mot thu ky. Nhung ngay trong lic voi va ghi chép bién ban tat ca nhitng cudc hop, dau 6¢ nang van ban ron véi viée tim
cach tang phan hip dan cho nhitng ¥ tuéng quang cao duoc dura ra. Mot budi sang, c6 nguoi néi "To1 co mot y kién tuyét voi cho biéu tugng ctia mon

thit bd tron twong 6t Rancho. Trén nhiin ctia g6i hing, ching ta s& in hinh ching cao boi dang choc tiét con bo, diéu nay s& khién moi ngudi nghi ring
mon ndy lam bang thit bo twoi, va .. "

That la mot y tudng ngu ngde, Leslie nghi. Moi nguoi quay phét lai nhin va nang kinh hoang nhan ra minh d4 n6i thanh 1 nhing suy nghi trong dau.
"C6 lam on giai thich diéu d6 dwoc khong, ¢b gii 2"

"T6i .." Nang uc minh ¢6 thé chui duge xudng dat. Tat ca dang chd doi. Leslie hit mt hoi that sau. "Khi moi ngudi n thit bo, ho khong mudn thay 1 ho
dang an mot con vat chet'.

Im g tran ngip phong hop. Jim Bailey hing giong : "Chiing ta c6 thé nghi thém vé diéu nay"".

Tuén sau ddy, trong cudc hop ban vé viée quang cio cho mdt san phim xa phong tim moi, mdt ngudi néi, "Ching ta s& Ky nhimg ngudi dep dé quang

cao".

"Xin 101", Leslie phét biéu. "Toi thy viéc ndy da nhidu noi im Nhiéu ngwoi da am. Tai sao ching ta khong ding nhing i tiép vién hang khong dé cho
moi ngudi thay 1a xa phong cua ching ta dugce str dung khap noi trén the gioi ?"

Trong nhitng cudc hop sau, canh dan ong thiy tur nhién ho da bi cudn hit theo ¥ kién ctia nang,

M6t nam sau, Leslie tro thanh nhan vét khong thé thiéu trong cac cude hop. Hai niim sau d6, nang trd thanh mot chuyén gia quang cao, phu trach nhiém
wu chinh ctia cong ty.

Oliver Russell thurc sur 1a thach thire dAu tién d6i voi Leslie, tir khi nang lam viée ¢ day. Hai tudn sau ngdy gip Russell, Bailey goi y nang nén tir bo vu ndy
vi chiic chin Russell s& khong dit tién dé chi phi, nhung Leslie thuyét phuc Bailey nén giit lai. "Ctr cho n6 B mdt vu may i di", nang noi.

Bailey nhin nang mét uc 1au. "Thoi duoc”.

Leslie va Oliver Russell gip nhau ¢ cong vién Triangle. D6 1 mdt ngiy dau dong se lanh, ¢6 nhitng con gi6 nhe tir hd thdi dén. "T6i ghét chinh trj Em"
Oliver noi.

Leslie nhin anh day ngac nhién. "Thé tai sao anh lai ... 2"

"Boi vi toi IIllOl’l thay di, Leslie a. Da qua 10i cai thoi ngudi ta ctr dt quyen luc vao tay nhimg ngudi khong ximg dang, va diéu khién ho. C6 rat nhicu

diéu toi mu6n km'". Giong anh tran Ay niém himg khoi. "Nhung ngudi cam quyen At nude dang bién nuréc My thanh cau lac bd ctia nhitng chii bé to
dau, Ho quan tam dén quyen loi ctia ban than hon 1a quyén loi cuia ca dan tdc. Pidu d6 that 1a t0i t€ va toi dinh stra lai, thir xem c6 duge khong 7"

Leslie chéim chit nghe Oliver ndi va ning nghi, "Anh 4y & im dugc". Sur thye 1 nang thy moi cdi ¢ anh déu cudn hit. Nang chua tlmg c6 cam gide d6
voi bat ky nguoi dan ong no, va nang ko ¢6 cach gi dé bict dugc anh ta nghi vé ning ra sao. "Anh dy ding la mjt con nguoi hoan hao." Leslie thay cir
vai phit lai c6 nguoi dén bén ghe cua ho, bat tay Oliver va hoi thamsire khoé anh. Phu nir ding I moi nguy doi voi nang. "Lic ndo ho cling vay ly anh
ay", nang nghi. "Chéc tat ca ho da ttrng lén girong voi anh. Trtroi, d6 ko phai 1a viée ctia minh".

Leslie nghe n6i gin day anh dinh hon voi con gai mdt dng nghi si Nang tur hoi, rdi chuyén gi s& xéy ra nhi ? "O" ma ddy ciing chiing phai viéc ctia minh'".
Khong thé khong thira nhan ring chién dich van dong cho Oliver xem chimg 6 nguy co thit bai. Khong c6 tién dé tra cho nhén vién, cho truyér} hinh,
dai phat thanh va bao chi ... Russell khong thé canh tranh n6i v6i duong kim Thong doc Cary Addison, ngurdi ma hinh anh duoc trung bay ¢ khip noi.
Leslie b tri cho Oliver xuét hién & mot vai cude di ngoai ctia cong ty, tai mot s6 nha mAy va hang ta cac vu viée xa hoi, nhung nang biét tat ca cac "vu"
d6 déu qua nhe ky, déu d& dang bi 4t giong, va diéu dy lam ning budn.

"C6 6 xemkét qua tin nhiém moi dy khong?". Jim Bailey hoi. "Cu trai ctia ¢6 thit bai roi",

Khong, néu nhur ta ¢6 thé gitp anh 4y, Leslie nghi.

Leslie va Oliver n t6i & nha hang Cheznous. "Chién dich khdng chay phai khong ?". Oliver nhe nhang hoi.



"Ching ta con nhiéu thoi gian”. Leslie an ti anh. "Khi cir tri bit dAu biét dén anh ..."

nhieu viéc lam'".

Nang ngdi déi dién v6i Oliver qua chiéc ban, suy nghi. Anh ding I ngudi dan ong tuygt voi nhit m ta tlmg gip, va ta khong thé gitp gi duoc cho anh.
Nang mudn vong tay 6m anh vao 1ong ma an ti. An ti anh ay u ? Sao ta lai tré con thé nhi ?

Khi ho dtng ddy dé ra v&, mdt nguoi dan ong, mdt phu nit va hai dira tré tién lai phia ho.

"Oliver, anh c6 khoé ko ?" Ngudi dan ong trac bdn muroi twdi, dep trai, 16ng may rdm va den, mot bén it bit bang den Kkhién c4i nhin ctia con mit con
lai c6 vé dir ton.

Oliver ndm Ky tay ong ta. "Chao Peter. Xin gioi thiéu v6i anh ddy i co Leslie Stewart. Con ddy 1 Peter Tager".

"Xin chao ¢6 Leslie". Tager quay vé phia gia dinh minh. "Con day 1 vo t6i, Besty, hai con gii Elisabeth va Rebeca". Trong giong ong ta 4n chira vé hénh
dién.

Peter quay lai nhin phia Oliver. "T6i vo ctng xin 16i anh vé chuyén vira qua. That I mt tro ban thiu. Toi rit ghét phai lam nhu vAy, nhung t6i khong co
cach Iua chon nao khac."

"T6i hiéu, Peter"".

"Liéu con didu gi toi ¢6 thé Bm... "

"0, khong sao dau. T6i 6n ma."

"Anh biét khong, t6i luon cau chia cho anh gip may mén."

Trén duong vé nha, Leslie hoi "Tat ca chuyén do 1 sao 2"

Oliver dinh néi gi rdi lai thoi. "Khong co gi ca dau."

Leslie séng trong mdt can ho bé xiu ¢ khu Bran-dywine ctia Lexington. Khi xe d dén khi nha, Oliver ngap ngimg n6i :

"Leslie, toi biét i cong ty cta ¢6 va c6 dang 0 Iy gitp t6i ma khong durgc thi lao xtmg dang, nhung noi that nhé, c6 dang ling phi thoi gian ddy. T6t
nhat 12 t6i nén cam chju that bai tir bay gio."

"Khong", Leslie thot Ién, va s qua quyét trong giong ndi im chinh nang ciing phéi ngac nhién, "anh khéng dugc bo cude. Ching ta s& timra cach dé It
nguoc tinh thé nay."

Oliver dura it nhin nang, "C6 thire sw quan tim dén chuyén nay thé u ?"

"Phai", nang n6i khé, "t6i thure sy quan tam day."

Khi ho dén trude ctra can ho ciia nang, Leslie hit mdt hoi that sau, "Anh c6 mudn vao khong 7"

Anh nhin nang mit Itc. "Co !"

Sau do, nang khong con biét chuyén gi xay ra nita.

Tét ca nhiing gi ning con nhé 1 ho da coi quan 40 cho nhau, ning da n%ll}ltmng vong tay anh va ho da lam tinh vdi nhau tht dir doi, hoang da. Sau day,
ca hai nam im lng tn huong du vi ctia niém khodi cam trong khoanh khéc mi thoi gian nhur da ngung trbi. D6 1a cam gide tuyét voi nhat ma Leslie timg
biet.

Ho ctr nhu vay véi nhau ca dém. That 1a ky di€u, Oliver ctng mét lic cho va nhan khong biét mét. Anh éy 12 mot con thil. Va Leslie nghi. (51', Chia oi, ta
ciing 1a mdt con thu.

Hom sau, trong bita &n séng c6 nudc cam, trimg 6p va vai lat bénh mi, Leslie noi. "S& c6 mdt budi da ngoai tai ho Xanh vao thir su niy ddy, Oliver a.
Va s& c6 ca damdong ¢ do. Emmudn sap xep d¢ anh phat biéu. ROi ching ta s&€ mua mot chirong trinh phat thanh dé toan by Kentucky déu nghe duoc
nhitng diéu anh ndi. RGi ..."

"Leslie ", anh phan déi, "anh khong c6 tién dé 1am chuyén dy."

"0, dimg ngai", nang ndi vé than nhién. "Cong ty em s& thanh toan"".

Nang biét 14 ching c6 cong ty ndo chiu dimg ra chi tra hét. Nang s tra bang chinh tién ctia minh. Nang s& néi véi Jim Bailey ring d6 1a tién clia mot



ngudi ham md Russell. Thi ciing ding 12 viy. Nang tham nghil Ta s& m bét cr diéu gi dé gitip anh 4y.

C6 khoang 200 nguoi trong chuyén da ngoai tai hd Xanh. Khi Oliver dtmg trudc d4m dong, trong anh that tuyét voi.

"Mot nira cur dén ctia ciia dét mrde nity khong di bau cir. Ching ta giit ky luc v ty ¢ bu cii thép nhéit, hon bat ki mdt qudc gia cong nghiép no trén thé
gioi, du’éi‘SO%. Néu 92’10 ban muon tha}( doi, trach nhi€ém cuia cac ban la k}]ién cho ho phai thay d6i tinh hinh trén. Picu nay con cao hon gé trach nhiém,
d¢ 1a quyén loi. Lai sap c6 moot cudc bau ctr t¢i day. Du cac ban bo phicu cho t6i hay cho doi thii cta t6i thi xin hily ctr di, hiy van dibau ctr."

Dam dong hoan ho anh.

Leslie b6 tri cho Oliver xuit hién trée d4m dong trong moi hoan cénh. Anh cat bang khéanh thanh cho mdt bénh vién nho ciia tré em, cho mdt cdy cau
mdi, n6i chuyén V(’)’i'CéC }}éi phu nit, hdi ngudi lao dong, xudt hién tai cac hoat ddng tir thién, dén thim nha dudng 1o ... Du vy, két qua cﬁng kl}éng‘
duoc nang Ién la may. Bat ctr lic ndo Oliver khong phai van dong tranh cir thi anh lai & bén Leslie. Ho ctng cudi ngura, lang thang qua chg d6 ¢6 chiéu
thir bay, ctng an t61 & A’ la Lucie. Oliver tang hoa cho Leslie vao ngay I€ Groundhog va tham chi ca I€ ky niém Battle of Bull Run, anh nhn rat nhiéu
thong di€p tinh yéu vao bang ghi am trong dién thoai ctia nang,

"Emyéu, em & dau vay ? Anh nhé em, nhd em, nhd em."

" Anh dang yéu phét dién 1én vi cau tra 10i trong méy ctia em. Em c6 biét n6 nghe goi tinh thé nao khong "

"Anh nghi niém hanh phtic nay thit qué Ion. Anh yéu em'

Leslie chang quan tim t6i viéc Oliver dua nang di dau, chi can dugc ¢ bén anh.

Mot trong nhimg viée tha vi nhit ma ho d lim I di bé trén song Russell Fork vio ngay chil nhat. Lic déu, be tr6i nhe nhang, ém dém cho t¢i khi con
song dbi tinh trd nén hung di, cudn nhitng con séng cao dén Ién thanh nhirg khéi nurde khdng 16 chup xubng dau ho. That déng so' nhung cling that kich
thich biét bao. Chuyén di kéo dai khoang ba tiéng rudi. Khi Leslie va Oliver ra khoi bé, ca nguoi ho w6t sting va trin tré niém sung suéng vi da sdng sot.
Tay ho khong lic ndo rdi nhau. Ho lam tinh véi nhau trén ca bin xe tai, & ghé sau ctia xe con, v trong rimg,

Vao mdt hom, Oliver tiy tay lim bita t6i tai nha va moi Leslie dén. Can nha xinh xin ndm & Versaille, mot thi trin nho & gin Lexington. Anh m mén bit
tet, ¢d nudc cham chua ngot, tdi, rau thom, an cling voi khoai tau ran, salat va rugu vang do.

"Anh 13 mot dau bép cir khoi ddy." Leslie hon lén tran anh. "Thyc sy anh im mon gi ciing tuyét voi cung a'.

"Cam on em". Anh nhé ra mdt viée. "Nay anh ¢6 mot bét ngd nho nho cho em, va anh mudn em thir n6." Anh bién vao phong ngii roi quay lai voi mot
chiéc lp nho dung thir nude trong vat.

"N6 déy". Anhnéi

"Cai gi vay ?"

"Em ¢6 nghe ndi dén Ecstasy chura 2"

"Nghe ur ? Embiét qua 16 dy chir."

"Anh mudn ndi 1 chit giy nghién Ecstasy co. Day I Ecstasy & dang chét 1ong. Ngudi ta bao n6 1a than duoc ca tinh yéu ddy."

Leslie cau ny. "Anh yéu, em khong can dén nd. Chiing minh khong can nd. Nguy hiém lim'". Nang ngap ngimg, "Anh thuong xuyén ding thir ny a ?"
Oliver cudi vang, "0 khong, nhin mét em kia, mdt ngudi ban mdi cho anh va bao anh ding thir. Pay 1 lin dau tién ... "

"S& khong c6 1an dau tién nay dau. Anh hiy virt né di."

"Emn6i ding ddy. Anh wirt nd ngay day." Anh vao nha tim va giy It sau Leslie nghe thiy tiéng gidt mrde. Oliver quay lai.

"Xong", anh cudi cudi, "ai cin ding dén Ecstasy em nhi". Va anh 6mnang vao long,

Leslie da timng doc nhing cau chuyén va nghe nhitng bai hat vé tinh yéu, nhung chura bao gidr nghil mbt tinh yéu thire sur s& dén v6i minh. Nang thuong
nghi laing man 1a mottmhcamratngongan, la nerngglac mo khong ¢6 thyc. Nhung gio ddy nang da tin. Thé giéi xung quanh nang bdng chic sang kén,
rang r& mdt miu hong, Tt ¢4 nhimg gi nang cham vao déu tré nén ki diéu va ki diéu nhét 1 Oliver Russell

Mét sang chi nhat, Oliver va Leslie di dao trong cong vién Breaks Interstate, thich thi ngim nhin d4m dong dang to mo quanh ho.

"Trude day em chura timng biét dén cam giac ctia mdt con ngwdi ndi tiéng "

"Anh cho I r6i em s& thich."

Ho tién lai g;in mdt thm bién dit bén 18 161 di. Lestie dung khung lai, trén tAm bién co dong chir vigt tay At o rang : "Leslie , em s¢ ]éy anh chir 7"



Timnang ddp ron. Nang quay nhin Oliver, khong néi duge 16i nao.

Anh diu dang 6m By nang. "Em dong y khong 2"

Sao minh lai may mén thé nhi ? Leslie nhu thAm. Nang 6m chit Ay anh v thi thio. "Vang, anh yéu. TAt nhién  em ddng y."

"Anh khong dam hira i em s& iy mot thng dc nhung chéic chin em s& liy mot ludt su khong ti."

Nang hon Ién tran anh va thi thAm "That I tuyét voianh a".

May ngy sau, khi Leslie dang chun bj quan a0 dé di an tdi voi Oliver, thi anh goi dén.

"Em yéu, anh rat xin 16i vi anh phai hoin bita in ti ctia ching ta. Anh c6 mdt cudc gip rit quan trong, Em tha thir cho anh chir 2"

Leslie mim curoi nhe nhang, "Vang, em s€ khong gian dau."

Ngay hom sau, Leslie gio to State Journal va dap vao niit nang 14 hang tit "xac mot c6 gai duoc tim thay trén song kentucky." Bai bao Vit : "Sang som
nay canh sat da phat hién xac clia mdt c6 gii tré khoang 20 tudi trén song Kentucky, cach Lexington 10 dém vé phia dong. Ngudi ta dang tién hanh
kham nghiém tir thi d€ tim hi€u nguyén nhan cai chét ... "

Leslie king nguoi di. C6 i chét qué tré. Khong biét co da co chdng hodc ngudi yéu chura ? On chiia, ta van con song, va duoc yéu.

C6 vé nhu ca Lexington da biét ho sap liy nhau. Lexington i mot thanh ph6 nho va Oliver Russell thi lai i mdt nhan vét ndi tiéng. Ho n6i hai nguoi that
dep doi, diing 1a trai tai gai sac.

"Hi vong anh ta biét minh may méin dén thé nao". Jim Bailey néi.

Leslie mim cuoi. "Khong, ca hai ching t6i chir.”

"Thé ¢6 c6 dinh bi mat trén theo trai khong ddy ?"

"0 khong déu, ching toi s& lam ddy du thi tuc tai nha tho Calvavy Chapel. Oliver mudn vay ma."
"Sur kién hanh phuc dy s& dién ra khi nao?"

"S4u tuan nira."

May ngy sau, trén trang dau bao State Journal diing miu tin v& ¢6 gi tré chét trén song Kentucky.

"Kham nghiém ttr thi cho biét ¢6 gai da dwoc xac dinh 1 Lisa Burnette, imnghé thu ky, chét vi ding qua liéu mdt chét gy nghién nguy hiém bi cAm hru
hanh I3 Ecstasy dang long ... "

Ecstasy dang long, Leslie nh¢ lai bita ti ¢ nha Oliver, ning nghi : On chiia, anh Ay da virt n6 di.

Nhing tuén sau d6, ca hai déu ban ngap du chuan bj cho dém cudi. C6 bao nhiéu vige phai im. Gidy moi gii 61 gin 200 nguoi. Leslie chon mot bé
£4i dé ndng vdy c6 dau, roi phai lo vay do, gidy tat va gang tay cho né nira. Nang mua cho minh mt b vay cudi ¢ nha may fayette Mall trén pho
Nicholasvill, mii choang voan, chuoi ngoc trai deo ¢6 va mit ddi gang tay dai.

Oliver ciing phai tur lo Eing quin 4o cho minh. Phii ré ctia anh 1 mot dong nghiép 1m ciing cong ty.

"Tét ca moi thir d3 xong". Oliver n6i véi nang. "Anh da nhan duoc thur tra 10 clia tat ca nhimg ngudi duoc mdi. Hau hét 1 ho s& dén."

Leslie diu dang hon 1én ma anh. "Em khong thé cho lau hon nita, anh yéu a."

Vo budi ti thir ndm, mdt tudn trude dam cudi, Oliver dén nha nang

"Leslie, anh xin 181, anh phai bay di ngay Paris vi mot khach hing ctia anh dang gip réc rdi va ngudi ta cin dén anh dén do".

"Paris u ? Thé anh s& di trong bao lau 2"

"Chi khoang hai hogic ba ngiy. Mudn nhét 1 bon ngay, anh s& trd vé ngay khi xong viéc"".

"Anh hély bao phi cong li cho can thin ddy."

"Anh s€ bao".

Khi Oliver di rdi, Leslie véi voi t& bdo trén ban. Nang hdi hdp xem phﬁn chiém tinh hoc ctia Zontaire.



"Dénh cho nhiing ngudi theo mang leo ( 23/7 dén 22/8 ) : Hom nay khong phai i ngiy dé thay déi ké hoach da dinh. mdt sai im nho ¢6 thé din ban
den nhitng hau qua nghiém trong,"

Leslie doc di doc lai, bdi rdi kinh khing. Méy lan ning dinh goi dién cho Oliver dé béo anh dimg di. Nhung thé thi ki qu, dit sao ciing chi |a mdt cau
chiém tinh ngd ngan.

Thir hai, Leslie kl}(”)ng nhan’duc_rc tln gi ctia Oliver. Nang goi dién dénvan ph(‘;ng anh, moi nguoi & dcé cling dang sOt rudt nhu nang. Thir ba, anh van biét
tamtich. Leslie bat dau lo ling. Bon gio' sang thir tur, nang bi danh thirc boi tiéng chudng dién thoai. Oi ! Oliver ! Cam on Chia. Nang dinh lam cang voi
anh vi d3 khong goi dién sém hon, nhung bay gio' di€u d6 khong con quan trong nita roi.

Nang nhic dién thoai. "Oliver phai khong 2"

Mot giong nam la. "C6 Leslie Stewart déy a?

Leslie bdng lanh hét ca nguoi. "Al, ai déy ?"

"T6i 1 Al Touers, phong vién t Associated Press. Ching toi mysn ¢6 phét biéu mdt chit vé& chuyén nay, ¢6 Stewart."

Chuyén gi d6 khing khiép d xay ra. Oliver d chét ?

"Co Stewart ?"

"Véng !" Giong nang nhu khong con chit sinh khi.

"Ching t6i c6 thé xin c6 cho biét y kién'".

"V& caigl "

"V& dam cudi ciia ngai Oliver Russell véi con i nghi st Todd Davis & Paris”.

Trong khoanh khéc, can phong nhu sup xudng

"C6 va ngai Russell da dinh hon phai khong a ? Liéu ching t6i ¢6 thé biét y kién .. "

Nguoi nang nhu hoa da.

"Co Stewart ... "

Nang ly lai giong n6i. "Vang, ti ... t6i chiic ho hanh phiic”, roi dt méy. Png i mt con 4c mong, Nang cb md mét thém mot chit nira dé hong tin ring
day chi la giac mo.

A

Nhung d6 la sy thue. Mot Jn nita, ning d4 bi bo roi. "Cha con s& khong vé nita dau." Nang vao nha tim va thiy khuon xanh Kt cta minh trong gwong,
"Chimg t6i muon bict y kien ctia 6 v€ chuyén nay". Oliver da lay mot khac lam vo. Tai sao ? Ta da lam gi sai ? Sao ta lai d€ mat anh &y ? Nhung sau
tham trong trai tim Leslie hiéu rang Oliver da bd nang ra di. Nang s& doi miit voi twong lai nhur thé nao day ?

Sang hom sau, khi Leslie dén cong ty, tit ca moi ngudi déu tranh nhin nang, Nang budc vao phong kim viée ctia Jim Bailey.

Anh nhin khuon mét xanh xao ctia nang va néi "Hom nay khong can phai dén day, Leslie a. V& nha nghi ngoi di."

Leslie hit mdt hoi that sau. "Khdng, cam on, t6i khoé."

Céc dai phat thanh, céc kénh truyén hinh, céc 4n pham xuét ban budi chiéu déu ngip tran thong tin chi tiét v& d4m cudi ¢ Paris. Khong nghi ngd gi nita,
nhin vat quan trong nhat cta Kentucky, nghi si Todd Davis va cau chuyén vé dam cudi ctia con gdi ong ta cing v6i chuyén chi ré phuy tinh da tr6 thanh
mot cai tin ndng hoi, hap dan nhat.

Pién thoai ctia Leslie reo lién hoi.

"Chiing t6i ¢ t& bao Courrier Journal. C6 Stewart, im on cho chung t6i biét y kién vé dam cudi nay ?"

"Vang, diéu duy nhit ma t6i quan tim I hanh phiic du Oliver "

"Nhung c6 va 6ng dy sap .. "

"SE la mot sai im néu chiing t6i Ay nhau. Anh 4y gip con gai ctia Nghi si Davis trud. Hién nhién ho phéi trd thanh vo chdng, T6i cau Chia ban hanh
phtic cho ¢ hai."

"Pay 1a bao State Journal & Frankfort .."



Va cir the.

Leslie cam thy phai dén mot nira Lexington dang thurong hai nang, mot nira kia dang phong doéan chuyén s xay ra tiép theo. Bat cir noi ndo Leslie dén,
nang cting gap nhiing cai lic trom, nhiing 101 thi thao. Moi ngudi khadm phuc su binh tinh cua nang,

"Lamsao ¢6 lai dé ong Ay Bmdidu d6 voi ... 2"

"Khi anh thyuc su yéu ai d6," Leslie tra 1o gian di, " anh s& mong cho nguoi 4y dwoc hanh phiic. Oliver Russell ki ngudi dan 6ng tuyét voi nhat t6i timg
gap. t0i chiic cho ca hai ngudi hanh phuc."

Nang viét thur xin 161 v tra lai qua mimg cho nhitng nguoi dwoc moi dén du dam cudi.

Leslie nira mong nira ko mong dién thoai ciia Oliver. Nhung khi chudng reo, nang lai khong hé chudn bj tinh thin dé don n6. Nang gidt ban minh khi nghe
giong noi quen thudc.

"Leslie ... anh khong biét noi gi."

"Thét sao ?"

"That."

"Thé c6 nghiia i khong c6 gi dé ndi ca."

"Anh chi mu6n giai thich v6i em vé chuyén d xay ra. Trudc khi gap em, anh va Jan da gan nhu sap dinh hon. Va khi gap lai ¢6 4y, anh ... anh biét ring
minh vancon yéu... "

"T6i hidu roi. Oliver, tam biét."

Naim phitt sau, c6 thu ky ctia ning théng béo. "C6 mot cii dién thoai cho ¢6 & duong day sb mot, co Stewart."

"T6i khong mubn ndi chuyén véi ... "

"D 1a nghi s Davis."

Ong bd ctia 6 dau dy. Ong dy mudn cai gi & minh nhi ? Leslie ban khoin, nang nhic mdy.

M6t giong n6i ndng ning ctia ving mién Nam. "C6 1 Stewart 2"

"Vﬁng. "

""T6i 1a Todd Davis. Toi nghi chiing ta nén ndi chuyén véi nhau mdt chut."

Nang ngip ngimg, "Thura ng, t6i khong biét ching ta co nén ... "

"T6i s& dén don co trong mdt gior nita." May cit ngay.

Pling mdt i sau d6, mot chiée Limousine chim cham dd lai cong cong ty, noi Leslie dang lam viéc. Nghe bao, nang dira. Nguoi tai xé bude xudng mo
cura xe cho nang. Nghi si Davis ngomghe sau. Ongco Vé rat gayantuongvmmaltoc tring va hang ria nho, khudn mét ctia mot nguoi dang kinh. Méc
du trdi hoi mura 6ng vin miic bo comié tréing va doi chiée mii rom kiéu cach. Nghi si Davis mang déng vé ctia mit nha quy toc mién Nam & thé ky trudc.
Khi Leslie d& ngdi vio trong xe, dng ta ndi "C6 1 mdt phy ni¥ tré va dep.”

"Camon." Nang dap nho.

Chiéc xe lan banh.

"T61 khong chi néi Vé mit hinh thirc dau, 6 Syewart. Toi c6 nghe nhiing 101 binh lun ctia ¢6 vé d4m cudi trén cac phuong tién truyén thong, C6 ¢6 ban
linh tht dy. Toi chang dam tin khi nghe nhiing 101 ¢6 néi." Giong ong ta bong tré nén gian dir. "C6 dang nghi t6i la mot ke dao dirc gia ding khong ?
Tha that véi ¢6 la t6i ctng Oliver da lira gat 6 mot cach qua w la dé tién. Va t6i tirc gidn Jan vi n6 da cudp anh ta cta c6. N6i cach khac t6i cam thay
161 101, Otri vind 1a con gai toi. Ké ra chiing n6 ciing hop nhau." Giong 6ng run run vi cdm dong,

Ho ngdi im ling mdt i, roi Leslie ct tiéng, "Toi biét Oliver, ti chéc & anh y cling khong dinh am t6i dau dén. Ditu gi xay ra ... da xéy ra roi. Toi chi
mong sy tot lanh nhat s& dén véi anh ay. Anh ay da Iya chon nhur vay. Toi khong the 1am viéc gi dé ngang tré duong di ctia anh ay."

"Co that rong lwong', 6ng ta ngiing lai, nhin cd modt Iat, "c6 thyc sy [a mot ¢ gai tuyét voi."

Chiéc xe d6 lai. Leslie nhin qua cira xe. Ho da dén Paris Pike, trung timngwa ctia Kentucky. C6 khoang hon mot trim trai ngyra & Lexington ndy, va lon



nhat i clia nghi s Davis.

Hai nguoi ra khoi xe, di quanh khu quay ngwa. Ho dimg lai mot Iic, ngamnhmnhung con vat dep d& di lai. Nghi si Davis quay vé phia ning, "Toi la
ngudi rét don gian," ong ta ha giong, "6, t6i biét didu nay cO vé khé nghe dbi voi ¢, nhung d6 14 syr tht. Toi sinh ra 6 ddy va t6i s¢ ¢ lai day nbt quang
ddi con lai ctia minh. Khong mt noi ndo trén thé gioi giong ddy ca. Hay nhin xem xung quanh, c6 Stewart. O déy gin chan troi den ndita cd cam glac
sép duoc Ién thién dang. Mark Twain da timg néi, néu phai chét, dng mudn trit hoi thd cudi cling tai Whasington va gir day t6i mudn thoat khoi nd."
"Thé tai sao Ong con tranh ctr dé lam Nghi si Qudc hoi "

"BGi vi t0i phai ¢6 tréch nhigm Nguwoi dan bu toi im Nghi T, va chimg ndo ho con tin nhigm, t0i s& con phi kim t0t nhat cong viéc cla minh." Bt chot
ong thay d6i dé tai. "T61 muon c6 biet la ti rat kham phuc cach xir sy ctia 6. Néu c6 mét moi vi dicu do, t6i biet nd cling gdy ra mot vai loi ban tan, thi
... to1 xin dugc the hién sy quy mén cta t6i ..."

Leslie nguée nhin 6ng ta.

"... Toinghi ¢6 1€ o nén di xa mdt thoi gian, mdt chuyén du lich nuée ngoai ch:fmg han. tAt nhién, t6i s& lo mdt khoan .."

"Lam on dimg noi thé ..."

"T6ichi..."

"T6i bict, t6i chura giip con gii dng, Nghi s Davis a, nhung néu Oliver yéu ¢6 4y, chéic hén co dy phai rat dc biét. Toi hi vong ho s& hanh phic."

Ong ta ling ting n6i. "T6i nghi c6 nén biét 1 ching toi s& quay lai ddy dé cudi lai. O Paris moi chi i mot bira tiéc nho thdi, 6 tinh ndi bg. Jan mudn
duoc [am Ie curdi ¢ nha tho tai day."

Mot ¢t nhéi trong tim nang, "Téi hiéu. Pugc thoi. Ho s& chiing ¢ gi phéi lo Fing ca."
"Camon cd."

Pém cudi dién ra hai tuln sau d6, tai chinh nha tho Calvary Chapel, noi Leslie va Oliver da dinh lam 1€ cudi. Nha th dong kin ngudi. Oliver Russell, Jan
va Nghi si Todd Davis ding trurde vi cha x( lam Ie. Jan Davis la mdt ¢6 gai toc ndu xinh dep, than hinh tha thudt va cé mdt vé quy tdc noi.

Vi cha xir dang sap két thic budi .
"Cau Chia ban phure cho ngudi dan ba nay, hai con ngudi s& gin két vé mit tim hon va thé xéc, s& cting nhau di dén tan cubi doi ... "
Ctra nha thd bat mo. Leslie Stewart budc vao. Nang dimg budc, Fing nghe, i di dén hang ghé cudi cling va dimg tai do.

" ... Néu ai d6 biét duoc vi y do g mi hai con ngudi niy khong thé gin két lai voi nhau vé miit tim hon va thé xéc thi hily n6i ra hodc ..." Vi cha xir liéc
nhin Leslie, " .. hay giti kin méi méi cho riéng minh."

Thé I3, khong ai bao ai, tat ca déu hudng vé phia Leslie.

T@é’ng thi thao ndi Ién pha v sur yén king dang ngyr tri. Tat ca déu ¢ cam gide ho dang phai chimg kién mdt tn bi kich. Phong nguyén bong tran ngap
bau khong khi cang thing,

Vi cha xtr dimg lai mbt Itc, rdi hing giong, vé hoi hop. "Va bay gioy, véi quyén e ciia Chita ban cho, ta tuyén bd hai con 1 vo chdng." Ong nhin vao
Oliver, ndi "Con hay hon c6 dau di."

Khi vi cha xtr nguée mit Ién. Leslie da bién mt.
Trang cudi ciing trong nhét ky ctia Leslie viét :

Nhét ky than mén : L2 cudi that sang trong. Oliver 1a pf)t chu ré rét dep trai. C6 dau mac bd dd cudi béng satinh tréng mudt, trong thit diém . Chwa
bao gio ta nhin Oliver dep nhur llic ay. Anh ta c6 vé rat hanh phiic. Ta cling hai long,

Bai vi trude khi cit dirt hén voi Oliver, ta s& khién anh ta wéc gi minh chua timg duroc sinh ra trén cdi doi ndy.
Ban dang doc truyén Ké Hoach Hoén Héo duoc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full.Net.
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Chinh Nghi si Todd Davis d sap xép cho cudc tai hop gitta Oliver va con gai ng ta.

Todd Davis god vo. Ong 13 mdt ty phu, c6 trong tay nhiéu don dién thude 14, mo than, mo dau o Oklahoma va Alaska, cling mot chudng ngira quy vao
bac nhat the gioi. La mot trong s it nguoi linh dao Ha Nghi Vién, ong ta nam trong danh sach cac yeu nhn bac nhit ctia Washington. Davis ¢6 mit
triet ly song don gian : Khong bo qua mot vén may nao, khong bo s6t mot 101 lim nao. Ong hanh dién vé thanh cng ctia minh, trong thurong mai cling
nhur trong chinh trrdng. Gan day, 6ng da cham Oliver Russell 4 di tiép con duong cua 6ng. Viéc Oliver ¢ the a con 1€ 6ng, thure ra Ia dicu khong hé
ché doi, khong c6 trong dyr tinh nhung rot cude lai la dong co' thie déy cha yéu, cho dén lic Jan néng néic doi chia tay anh ta. Khi Nghi st Davis biét tin
Oliver s@p lay v, va ngudi d6 1a Leslie Stewart, 6ng bong thay thye phien mudn, tham chi lo lang,

Nighi si Davis gip Oliver lin dau tién khi anh nhn giai quyét mot cong vice vé luat phap cho ong Anh da gy cho 6ng mot 4n turong khé quén. Pep trai,
thong minh, nhanh nhen va c6 mt ve quyen rii rat dan 6ng, d& cudn hit dam dong. Todd Davis da sap xép an mot bita t6i voi Oliver va anh khong hé
biét minh da bi quan sat cAn thin nhu thé ndo.

Mot thang sau lan gip g& 4y, Nghi si Davis n6i voi Peter Tager.

"T6i nghi 1 chiing ta da tim dwoc ra mdt vi Thong dbe mdi ciia bang”

Tager 1 nguoi dimg dén, xuét than tir mot gia dinh theo dao Thién Chiia. Cha ong ta | gido vién day str, me limndi trg, ca gia dinh dél} 1a nhiing con
chién ngoan dao. Nam Peter murdi mot tubi, ca nha gap tai nan vixe 6 t0 bi hong phanh trén duong di du lich. Vu tai nan tht khing khiep , ngwdi duy
nhat song sot 14 Peter, nhung bi hdng mdt mit.

Peter tin ring chinh Chtia da ctru séng minh nén 6ng ta cang phéi nghe 1oi Nguoi.

Peter dénh hoi duoc sy bién dong chinh trj nhanh ho bat ky ai ma Nghi si Davis timg gip. Ong ta bit cir tri & dau va im céch ndo dé c6 durge ho, Tuon
dodn trude duge cong ching mudn nghe dicu gi, hay cai gi im ho chin ngay. Song dicu quan trong hon ca 1 doi vdi Davis 1 ong c6 the tin dugc Peter.
Peter dugc nhi¢u nguroi yéu quy. Con 6ng ta thi lai yéu quy gia dinh minh hon moi thir trén doi. Todd Davis chura thay nguroi dan 6ng no lai hinh dién vé
vo con nhur Peter.

Lén déu tién Todd gip Peter Tager 14 lic ong ta dang duoc dé cir vio Nghi vién.

"Thura Nghi s, ¢6 qua nhiéu nguoi can duoc gitp d. T6i mudn im diéu minh ¢6 thé am."

Nhung Nghi si Davis da md mit cho Peter. " Anh ¢6 biét réing anh c6 thé gilip duoc nhiéu ngwoi hon béng cach gitp viéc cho t6i & Ha Nehi vién khong ?
D06 1a cach Iyra chon thich hop. Va Tager hi€u minh phai hoan thanh cong viéc nhu theé nao.

"Ngudi ma ti nghi dén dé dua 1én chirc Théng doc bang i Oliver Russell."

"Chang luat su d6 u ?"

"Phéi anh ta c6 khiéu chinh trj ddy. Néu c6 ching ta chong lung , anh ta khong thé thua."

"Nghe duoc ddy Nghisia."

Hai ngudi bt du ban bac.

Nghi si Davis ké cho con gi nghe vé Oliver Russell."Cu ta c6 trién vong Eim Fim, con yéu a."

"Va c6 mdt qua khir ra phét ddy. Khong biét anh ta da Ién gitng voi bao nhiéu phu nit 16i 2"

"Con gi, dimg c6 nghe nhitng ké ngdi 1 d6i mach. Téi thir sau, cha s& moi anh ta dén day dimg bira. "

Bita én‘téi thir séu dién ra sudn sé. Olivier that duyén dang, va Jan cing khong kim dugc long, niémné don tiép anh. Ngai Nghi st ngdi ngim ca doi,
trong dau v& ra k& hoach tuyét voi cho Olivier. Cudi budi toi d6, Jan moi Olivier dén dy mot bita tiéc vao thir bay tuan sau. "Rat han hanh, thira ¢d."

Va ciing tir bita d6, ho bt dau c6 nhimg cude gip riéng

Ngai Nghi si thong bao cho Peter. "Chiing ta sdp im dam cu6i, da dén lic ta ling xé Olivier rdi."
Olivier dugc moi téi gip Nghi si Davis tai van phong,

"T6i mudn hoi anh mdt cau. Anh cé mudn trd thanh Thong dc bang Kentucky khong 2"

Olivier ngac nhién nhin 6ng ta. "T6i .. t6i chua timg nghi dén chuyén d6."

"Vay m Peter va t0i nghi da gitp anh roi ddy. Nam t6i s& c6 mdt cude bu cir. Ching t6i ¢6 d thoi gian dé gy dung cho anh. Anh hay t6 rd minh. Néu
¢6 chung t6i dang sau, anh khong the that bai dugc."

Olivier hiéu diéu do6 1 sy that. Nghi si Davis Ia con ngudi dﬁy quyén tue, mot cb may chinh tri duoc tra déy d0 dAu mp, mdt cd may ¢ thé tao nén



nhirng san pham ky diéu ma ciing di1 strc pha huy bat ky vét gi can dudng nd.
"Anh s€ phai hoan toan tudn thi." Nghi si de.
"Vang, t6i xin nghe."

"T6i c6 mdt s6 tin t6t lanh cho anh ddy. Chimg néo ma 0 con nhing tay vao thi d6 moi chi i bude dau. Anh s& im Thong déc mot hay hai nhiém ky gi
do va t6i hura 1 s€ dua anh dén Nha Trang."

Olivier thay nghen trong hong, "Ong ... 6ng n6i nghiém tic day chir 2"

"T6i khong dia nhing chuyén nhur vdy. Chéic ti khong ndi anh ciing hiéu ddy i thi dai cta truyén hinh. Anh c6 nhitng c4i manh m dong tién khong theé
mua duoc - d6 1a ning luc cudn hit. Moi ngudi do x6 lai anh, va ban than anh cling s€ yéu quy ho. D6 ciing Ia dieu Jack Kennedy c¢6."

"T6i .... 61 khong biét noi thé nao."
"Anh khong phai n6i gi ca. Ngiy mai toi di Washington va khi t6i trd vé, chiing ta s& vao viéc."

May tudn sau, chién dich tranh ctr chire Théng dbc bang Kentucky bt dau tién hanh. Nhitng tim 4p phich in hinh Olivier dugc trung ra khidp noi trong
bang. Anh xuat hién trén truyen hinh va trong cac cudc hdi thao mang tinh chinh tri. Ty I tin nhiém ctia dan ching véi anh tang 1én tirng tuan.

"CAu ta Ién duoc nam diém nita roi", Peter thong bao véi nghi si Davis, "chi con kém ong Thong ddc murdi diém nita thdi. Chiing ta con rat nhidu thoi
gian. Trong may tuan nita, ho s€ bang diém nhav."

Nghi si Davis git du. "Olivier s& théng. Khong cAn ban nita."
Todd Davis va Jan cling &n sang, "Thé nio chang trai ctia con d cdu hon chura 2"
Jan mim cuoi. "Chura chinh thirc nhung con thiy anh dy da ¢6 ngu ¥."

"Bing dé n6 ngu y quia 1w, con gai a. Ta mubn con im dam cudi trude khi chdng con don vao dinh Théng dbe. Khong nén dé mot vi Thong déc séng
canh c6 don. "

Jan vong tay 6m c6 cha. "Con rat vui vi cha da mang anh 4y dén cho con. Con rt yéu anh 4y."

"Piéu lim con hanh phiic thi ciing m cha hanh phuic."

TAt c4 moi viéc dién ra that hoan hao.

Neay t6i hom sau, khi v& dén nha, Nghi si Davis bét giip canh 6 con gai nrde niit dim dia, dang thu xép do dac.
Ong nhin ¢, bdi rdi. "Chuyén gi vy, con gii ?"

"Con s& di khoi ddy. Chirng nio con sdng con khong muén nhin thiy Olivier nita."

"Oa, giit 10 d4y nhé. Con dang dinh n6i chuyén gi vay ?"

C6 quay hrng vé phia 6ng.

"Con dang néi vé’ Olivier." Giong c6 tr& nén buc boi hon. "Dém qua, anh ta da trén giwrong voi dira ban thén nhét ciia con. N6 goi dién cho con sang nay
va bao rang anh ay qua la mot nguoi tinh tuyét voL."

Ong Nghi si dimg ling di. "Chéic ¢6 ké ndo mubnpha ... "

"Khong, con da goi dién cho Olivier. Anh ta ... anh ta da khong chdi gi ca. Con s& di. Con di Paris déy."
"Con chéc 1a minh ding ... 2"

"Chéc chan ."

Séang hom sau, Jan lam nhu da noi.

Nighi st Davis n6i chuyén v6i Olivier. ""T6i rat thit vong & anh ddy, con traia."

Olivier théy dai. "Toi xin I8i vé chuyén da xdy ra. Nhung d6 moi chi |d mdt phén ctia cau chuyén thoi. Liic do, ti da im vai ly, va ngudi dan ba dén bén
61, 101 ... t6i ... 01 khong thé tir chdi."

"Ta c6 thé hiéu dugc chuyén dy. " Ngai nghi sindi véi vé thong cam sau sic. "Rét cude thi boi anh B mot thing dan 6ng, phai khong ?"



Olivier curdi chan thanh. "Véng, va chuyén d6 s& khong Bip lai nira. Toi c6 thé damabo 1 ... "

"Chuyén qué &, anh ban a. L& ra anh s& | mot vi Théng dbc."

Mt Olivier tai xanh. "Céi gi, ngai ndi cai gi viy ?"

"Thé nay, Olivier a, thit khong phai néu ti vin ing ho anh. Y t6i 13, khi ma anh nghi dén tinh cam ctia Jan ... "

"Viée tranh cir Thong doc c6 lién quan gi t6i Jan ?"

"T6i d4 ting ndi voi moi ngudi i Théng doc bang Kentucky sip 1 con ré t6i, bude 1ong, t6i phai lp ké hoach khéc, ding khong ?"

"Hay hop Iy mt chut di, ngai Nghi si, t6i khong thé ..."

Nghi si Davis lanh nhat cudi. "Bmg bao gior dy toi phai lam diéu ny hay khong m diéu no, Olivier. Toi tao dung cho anh duoc thi ciing dé' dang bop
chét anh dugc !" Ong ta lai mim cudi. "Nhung dimg hiéu am toi. Toi khong phéi khong co tinh cam dau. Cau chiia ban cho anh nhing diéu tot lanh
nhat."

Olivier ngdi d6, im ling trong giy lat. "Toi hiéu. Toi ... t6i xin 161 v& tit ca nhimg chuyén nay."

""T6i ciing vay, Olivier a. Toi thuc sur ... "

Khi Olivier di khoi, nghi si Davis goi dién cho Peter Targer. "Chiing ta s& khong tiép tuc chién dich tranh cir nita."

"B6 16  ? Tai sao ? Chién théing trong tim tay roi. Lan tham do tin nhiém gin day nhit ..."

"Hay lam ding nhur 10 ti yéu cau. Huy bo it ca sy hién dién ctia Olivier di. Ching ta 1o tay ra, héin ta chéng day ndi dau."

Hai tudn sau, ty I tin nhiém ctia Olivier tut xudng v6i van tdc chong miit. Nhitng tim bién quang céo bién mét, churong trinh radio va truyén hinh ciing im
bat.

"Théng dbc Addison dang din du vé ty 16 tin nhiém. Néu ching ta can tim mdt tmg ctr vién moi, thi phai nhanh lén." Peter noi.

Ngai Nghi si trAm ngam. "Con 6i thoi gian, bo qua chuyén do di."

Méy ngay sau 6, Olivier dén cong ty Bailey & Tormkin dé yéu cau ho lo viéc van dong cho anh. Jim Bailey da gi6i thigu vé anh v6i Leslie va ngay p
tirc anh da bi nang quyen ril. Nang khong chi dep, con thong minh, dang yeu va rt tin trong ¢ anh. Do le, anh cam thay nh¢ Jan, nhung lai nhanh
chong quén ngay. Vi Leslie hoan toan la chuyén khac. Nang nong nhiét va nhay cam, tinh yéu dén voi ho that tw nhién. Thi thoang, anh cling tiéc nudi cai
minh danh mat ... " Pay chi 1a budc dau tién. Anh s& lam Thong doc d6 mdt, hai nhiémky, va t6i hira s& dua anh dén Nha trang,"

Can quai gi. Ta van hanh phiic ma khong can dén nhimg cai do. Olivier tr an ti minh. Nhung doi e, anh ciing khong thé bt minh dimg nghil vé c4i vinh
quang ma & ra anh s€ co.

Tin vé& d4m cudi ctia Olivier loang ra, Nghi si Davis cho goi Peter.

"Peter. c6 chuyén rdi dy. Ching ta khong thé dé Olivier Russell virt bo su nghiép ciia minh bang cach cudi mot phu it vo danh tiéu tot duge."
Peter cau niy. ""T6i khong biét dng dang dinh lim gi vao Iic ndy, thura ong Nghi si Dém cudi da duoc chun b xong hét roi."

Nghi si Davis suy nghii mot ic. "Ty 1é tin nhiém ctia Olivier chua vé s khong ddy chir ?"

R&i ng goi dién cho con gai & Paris. "Jan, cha ¢6 tin budn cho con ddy. Olivier sap Jy vo."

Im king rit Au. "Con ... con c6 nghe ..."

"Pidu dang budn 1 nd khong yéu ngudi phu nir dy. N6 nbi véi cha 1a phai By vo vi qué thit vong trude viée con bo di. N6 van con yéu con diy."
"Olivier n6i vay u ?"

"Hoan toan ding vay. N6 dang phai lim mot viée khing khiép cho minh. Ma con gai a, phin ndo chinh con d budc né phai lam nhur vay. Khi con bo di,
nd gan nhu suy sup."

"Cha ... con ... con khong biét... "
"Cha chura tig thiy ngudi dan ong ndo dau khd hon thé."

"Cha oi, con phai lam gi bay gio ?"



"Thé con van con yéu nb ddy chir 2"

"Con van luén yéu anh 4y. Con biét con da sai am khing khiép."

"0, thé thi chura mudn dau."

"Nhung anh 4y sip Ay vo kia ma ?"

"Con gai, tai sao chiing ta lai chi ngdi doi va nhin xem chuyén gi s& xay ra. Biét dau no s& di theo tiéng goi ctia tinh yéu 2"
Khi Davis treo méy, Peter hoi. "Ong dinh lim g, thura Nghi s 2"

"T6i u 2" Nghi st Davis ndi voi vé vo tinh. "Khong gi ca. Chi 1 dt vién gach trd lai diing chd ciia né thoi. Toi nghi minh s& ndi chuyén véi Olivier."
Budi chiéu hom dé, Olivier Russell dén vin phong ciia Nghi si Davis.

"Rat ui dugc giip lai anh, Olivier. Trong anh ¢6 vé van khoé day."

"Céam on Ong, trong 6ng cling vay."

"0, khong déu, t6i biét 3 minh dang gia di timg ngay. Nhung t6i van cd lim viée, chimg ndo c6 thé."

"Ong cho goi t6i t6i day gip ong, phai khong Nghj si 2"

"Phai d4y, Olivier, xin mdi anh ngdi."

Olivier ngdi xudng ghé.

"Toi mubn anh gicp ti g& mot vu dinh liu dén luat phép & Paris. Mot trong nhitng cong ty cta toi tai d6 gip réc roi. i hoi cd dong thi sap dén. Toi
muon anh qua va giai quyét cho t6i chuyén do."

"0, t6i rét sin sang, Thé khi ndo Pai Hoi bit dau ? Pé toi xem lai lich im viée va ... "
"T6i e Ia anh phai di ngay hdm nay thoi."
Olivier tron mét nhin 6ng ta. "Ngay chiéu nay u ?"

"Téi xin 161 vi bao cho anh qua mudn, nhung t6i ciing vira nhan duoc thong bao ndy. Méy bay riéng cta t6i da sin sang. Anh cd ging lén nhé, day 1 viée
VO cling quan trong voi toi."

Olivier trAm ngam. "T6i s& c6 ging hét strc."

"Hoan h6 anh, Olivier . Toi biét 14 t6i c6 thé tin cdy vao anh ma."

Ong ta ngimg lai mdt chit. "Toi rét budn trurde nhitg gl xay ra véi anh. Anh biét vé ty 16 tin nhiém moi nhét chir ? T6i e i anh thit bai n¥t."

"T6i biét."

"L& ra t6i s& khong quan tAm qua nhiéu dén vy, nhung ... "

"Nhung sao ?"

"L& ra anh s& Ia m0t vi Théng <§I6c. Nhung anh da chon mit tuong lai khac, kém sang sta hon. L& ra anh da c6 gién - quyén lyc. Dé 61 ndi véi anh mdt
chit vé hai thir d, Olivier . Tién khong quan tim t6i viéc ai la chu nd. Mot ngudi may mén ¢6 the 6 rat nhiéu tién néu tring x0 x0, mt gi cong tir dat
deo cting ¢ thé duogc thira huong ca dong tién hogic mdt tén cudp nha bang ciing c6 thé ¢6 rat nhicu tien. Nhung quyen lue, quyen lyc thi lai a mot van
dé khac han. C6 quyén hrc thi c6 thé so hitu ca the gioi. Néu anh la vi Thong doc cua cai bang ny, anh c6 thé can thiép vao moi chuyén cia moi ngudi
¢ ddy. Anh c6 thé lam cho cude song cuia ho kha Ién hodc 61 di. DA c6 lan t6i hira voi anh la mot ngay nao do s€ dua anh vao Nha Trang, The day, t6i
d@ hira, va B ra anh s€ ¢o thé tré' nén nhu’ vay. ’Hﬁy nghi lai xem, Olivief , n€u cd quyen lyc, anh §é tré thanh mot con ngudi quan trong nhat tréq the glan,
dieu hanh mdt dat nude giau manh nhat trén the gioi. P 1a diéu dang d€ mo ude, phai khong 7" Ong ta chdm rai nhic lai. "Nguoi hing manh nhat thé

R

giOi.
Olivier king nghe, tur hoi khong biét cau chuyén s& dan dén dau.

Va nhur doén biét durge cau héi chua ndi ra ctia Olivier , ngai Nghi s lai tiép. "Va anh da tir b6 tat ca nhimg vinh quang chi vi i tron mdt my dan ba.
Thé ma t6i lai nghil anh théng minh hon theé, con traia."

Olivier van im lang, cho doi.



Nghi si Davis lai tiép. "Toi da n6i chuyén voi Jan sang nay. N6 dang 6 Paris, khéch san Ritz. Khi t6i ndi 1 anh sap iy vo, 6i ... n6 da rt dau khd, oa én
khoc."

"T61, t6i xin 161, t6i thure sy xin 11"
"Thét tiéc 14 hai con khong thé quay lai dwoc véi nhau." Davis thé dai.
"Thua Nghi si, t6i s€ cudi vo vao tuén sau."

"Toi biét. Va t6i s& khong can thiép vao chuyén d6 dau. Cix cho t6i B mdt o gia Jim cAm, nhung dbi v6i t6i, gia dinh van 12 diéu quan trong nhét trén
doi. Chia ban phude cho anh, Olivier a."

"Cémon ong."

Ngai Nghi si liéc nhin dong hd. "Théi, anh vé nha va thu xép db dac di. Chi tiét v& dai hoi toi s& fax tdi anh & Paris."

Olivier dimg day. "Xin 6ng cir yén tAm, i s& quan tim viéc nay trén hét."

"T6i biét 1 anh s& nhur vAy. A" nay, t6i da dat phong cho anh & khéch san Ritz roi ddy."

Ngoi trong chiéc miy bay sang trong ctia Nghi si Davis 6i Paris, Olivier suy nghi méii vé nhitng diéu 6ng ta n6i. "Lé ra anh s& | mdt vi Thong ddc. Nhung
anh da chon mot twong lai khdc, kém sang stia hon ... BE t6i n6i voi anh mot chit vé tién bac va quyén luc ... Co quyen lyc s& so hitu ca the gioi. Neu
anh 1 vi Thong ddc ciia cai i bang nay, anh 6 thé can thiép vao moi chuyén clia moi nguoi & day. Anh c6 thé 1am cho cudc sng ctia ho kha Ién hodc toi
di ... "Nhung minh ching can céi quyén Iy d6. Olivier tur an tii ban thin minh. Khong, minh sép Ky Bm vo mot phu nit tuyét voi. Cé hai s& dem lai hanh
phuc cho nhau. Rét hanh phuc.

Khi Olivier ha canh xubng sin bay Le Bouget Airport ciia Paris, mdt chiéc Limousine da doi anh & do.

"Thura 6ng Russell, ching ta di dau ddy 2" Nguoi tai xé hoi anh. "A* ndy, t6i da dit phong cho anh & khach san Ritz rdi ddy. Jan ciing dang & khach san

C6 & minh nén & mot khach san khac thi hon, Plaza - Athénée hay Meurice.

Nguoi tai xé nhin anh, vé cho doi.

"Pén khach san Ritz." Olivierdap. I t nhét thi anh ciing mubn dén chao va xin 161 Jan.

Anh goi dién cho Jan tir phong riéng. "Olivier day, anh dang ¢ Paris."

"Em biét, cha em da goi dién cho em."

"Anh dang & tang dudi. Anh mudn t6i chio em, iduem... "

"Lén day."

Khi Olivier dén cira budn hang nhit ctia Jan, anh van chura biét s& ndi gi vai c.

Jan doi anh & cira. C6 dimg d6, mim cudi, rdi quang tay qua cd anh, 6m anh cang lic cang chat. "Cha néi 1 anh s& dén day. Em vui qua !"

Olivier b ngd. Anh dang dinh ké cho c6 nghe v& Leslie, nhung khong biét bét dau nhur thé ndo. Anh xin 16i vi chuyén xay ra giita ching ta ... Anh khong
bao gio muon lim em dau kho ... Anh da yéu mdt phy nit khac ... nhung anh luén ... "

"Anh, anh phéii n6i v6i em chuyén nay." Anh vung vé noi. "Sy thit I ..." song khi anh nhin vao mit Jan, anh lai nhé t6i 1oi ciia cha 0. "Toi da ¢6 mdt i
hira, mjt ngdy nao d6 s& dua anh vao Nha Trang. Phai, t6i da dinh th ... Va hily nghi dén quyen luc d6 di, Olivier. La nguoi quan trong nhat trén the
gian, didu hanh d4t nurée manh nhit thé gioi. P6 | didu dang dé mo wée phéai khong ?"

"Piéu gi vdy, anh yéu 2"

Va nhing tir ngit trong mi¢ng anh ¢t tudn ra nhur da hoc thude k§ cang "Anh da sai lam khing khiép, Jan a, anh o mdt thang d6 hoi. Anh yéu em. Anh
muon cudi em."

"Olivier !"
"Em c6 dong y Ay anh khong 2"

"Vang, 61, vang, anh yéu." Khong mdt chit ngdp nging,



Anh bé bong ¢ 1én va dua c6 vé phia budng ngit. Chi vai gidy sau ho d4 & trén girong, va Jan néi. "Anh khong thé biét dugc em da nhé anh nhu thé
nao dau, anh yéua."

"L& ra anh da phéi dén ddy somhon ... "

Jan rén ri trong vong tay anh. "Oj, that tuyét voi !"

"D 14 vi ching ta sinh ra 1 dé ctia nhau ma." Olivier ngdi bét day. "Ching minh phéi thong béo ngay cho cha chuyén nay."
C06 nhin anh, ngac nhién. "Ngay bay gio ?"

"Phai."

Con riéng minh s€ n6i vdi Leslie.

Murdi lim phit sau Jan da néi chuyén voi Nghi si Davis. "Olivier va con s& t6 chirc ddm cudi."

"Tuyét Fim, con gai a. Cha khong thé ngac nhién hay sung suéng hon. Nhén tién, ong Thi Trudng ciia Paris 1 ong ban gia cta cha. Ong ta dang cho con
goiday. Ong ta s€ lam dam cuéi cho con tai d6. Cha da sap dat moi thir cho con tai d6. Cha da sap dat moi thir dau day het roL"

"Nhung ... "

"Pé cha n6i chuyén voi Olivier ."

"Vang, cha doi mdt chit." Jan dua dién thoai cho anh. "Cha mudn n6i chuyén véi anh."

"Véng, xin nghe day."

"Con trai, anh Bm ta rit vui ddy. Anh da Bm mot diéu ding dén."

"Cam on cha, con cling nghi vay."

"Cha d sdp xép cho hai dtra im dam cudi tai Paris. Va khi no vé nha, cac con s& lim lai dam cudi tai nha tho Calcavary Chapel."
Olivier cau may. "Nha thd Chalvary Chapel u ? Con ... con khong cho né 13 hay dau. D6 1a noi Leslie va con ... Tai sao ching ta khong ... ?"
Giong Nghi si lanh ling. "Con d3 lim con gii ta dau khd, Olivier , va bay git dén ic con phéi dén b cho né. Ta ndi c6 diing khong ?"
Im ling kéo dai. "Vang, thua cha, dinga."

"Cam on con, Olivier , cha mong duoc gip cac con trong miy ngdy nita. Chiing ta s& néi chuyén ... Théng ddc ..."

Dém cudi tai Paris 1 mdt budi I8 ngin ngui, dién ra tai Toa Thi chinh. Két thic bita tiéc, Jan nhin Olivier va néi. "' Cha mudn ching ta quay vé Bm & cudi
tai nha tho' Calvary Chapel."

Olivier ngéip ngimg, nghii &én Leslie va nhimg diéu sdp iy ra cho nang, Nhung anh d di qué xa rdi. "Cha mudn gi ciing duoc."

Olivier khong Itic ndo khong nghi dén Leslie . Nang d4u c6 toi tinh chi dé phai chiu nhirg tii nhuc anh di giy ra cho nang. Minh s& goi di¢n va gii thich.
Nhung ctr mbi lan cam dén dién thoai, anh lai b6i roi. Minh s& giai thich thé nao day ? Minh s& n6i gi voi ¢6 ay ? Va anh khong tur tra 10i duge. Cudi
cung, anh danh niic dé cho bao chi lam chuyén ay. N6 khién anh cang cam thay t¢ hon.

Sau ngay Oﬁvieg va jan vé Lexington, c}ﬁén dich van dong cho Oljvier ]ai’tiép tuc va con rAmrd hon trude. Peter Targer phuy trécl; toan bo chién dich d6
va Olivier lai xuat hién lién tyc trén truyén hinh va bao chi. Anh dién thuyét trirdc dam dong & viron Kentucky Kingdom Thrill, xuat hién tai m(f)t,cuc}c
mitinh 16n & xurong Toyota Motor tai Georgetown. Anh ndi chuyén trén quang trirong rong 20000 feet vudng & Lancaster. Song do chi 1a sy bat dau.
Peter con sip x&p quang cao cho Olivier bing xe buyt vong quanh bang, Nhitng chiéc xe to, di ¢6 in hinh anh di tir Georgetown dén Stanford, dung lai
tai Franfort .. Versailles ... Winchester ... Louisville. Olivier noi chuyén ¢ Kentucky Fairground va trung tam Exposition. Tom lai, anh c6 it ¢ tat ca
nhitng noi can c6 mat trong bang.

Chjén dich tranh cir cia Qlivier‘djén ra khong nghi, chi gian doan ¢6 vao hombdi chinh dam cudi cua anh véi Jan. Anh cling khong nhin thiy Leslie &
cuoi nha tho, long bong bon chon khong yén. Anh néi dieu do voi Peter Targer .

"Anh ¢6 cho ring Leslie s& lam diéu dai dot dé hai t6i khong ?"
"T4t nhién i khong. Ma néu mudn chiing nira thi c6 4y s& lim duoc gi. Quén cb ta di."

Olivier biét duoc Peter n6i ding. Moi viéc déu dién ra ém dep. Ching c¢6 Iy do gi dé lo king ca. Khong gi ¢6 thé can trd anh lic nay. Khong c6 gi.



Buoi t0i dién ra I bau i, Leslie ngdi mdt minh ¢ nha xem tivi, theo ddi ti I¢ tin nhiém cua Olivier nhich timg diém mot. Cudi cing, khodng nam pht
trude lic nira dém, thong doc Addison xuat hién trrde mén hinh va doc mot bai dien van tuyén bo nhurong chire. Leslie tit tivi. Nang dimg ddy va tho
dai.

Durng khéc nita, nguoi dan ba cua toi

0", hdm nay xin em ding khéc nita

Ching ta s& hat bai hat cho qué hrong Kentucky yéu dau

Cho qué huong Kentucky than thugc da & xa nghin tring.

D dén e roi.

Ban dang doc truyén Ké Hoach Hoém Hao duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuwong 3
Nihi si Davis khé ban ron vao sang hom dé. Ong da phai bay tir thi d6 vé Louissvill dé tham gia vao mdt cude ban du gia ngua.

"Anh nén giit khuon mét lanh king," 6ng ta bao Peter Targer , khi ho ngim nhimg chii ngura ndi tuyét dep dang didu qua didu lai trén san. "Thé mdi an tién
dy, Peter a."

Mot chi ngyra cai ndi rét dep dugc dua ra buc du gia. "Con Canh budm xa kia," Nghi st Davis n6i, "t6i mubn no."
Ngudi chi toa dap buia lién tuc, nhung mudi phit sau, con ngyra da thude v& Nghi si Davis .

Dién thoai cam tay reo. Peter bAm may. "Vang, ti nghe déy." Ong ta nghe mdt ltic rdi hoi Nghi si "Ong c6 mudn néi chuyén véi co Leslie Stewart
khong ?"

Davis nhin mit. Ong ta ngip ngimg mdt chut réi moi cim mdy.

"Co Stewart ddy a ?"

"T6i xin 161 vi d lam phién 6ng, nhung t6i khong biét ¢6 thé gip duoc dng khong, thira Nighi si, t6i can mbt sy gitip d0."
"0, t6i & bay vé Whasingtom t6i nay, nén ... "

"Toi c6 thé dén do gap ong, diéu nay thire sy quan trong,"

Nihi st Davis ngan ngir mot lc. "Thoi dugc, néu d6 I chuyén quan trong, t6i s& rat vui long dwoc gitp dor co, thu tiéu thu. T6i s& quay lai trang trai
trong vai phit nita, ¢6 ¢6 muon gip t6i & d6 khong ?"

"Thé thi tot qua."
"Hen gip c6 trong mot gio nira."
llCa’Irl()Tl (")r]g."

Davis tat may va nhin sang Peter . "Toi da danh gid nham con bé nay. T6i cir nghi né thong minh hon kia. L& ta nd nén doi tién trude khi Jan va Olivier
lay nhau." Ong ta dirng lai, vé ngimnghi. "Toi chang di gudc trong bung cd ta roi."

"Chuyén gi co, thua Nghi s ?"

"Toi thir doan trure cho anh nghe vé céi chuyén quan trong nay nhé. C6 Stewart phét hién ra ring minh d4 mang bau véi Olivier va c6 ta doi gap dé yéu
cau toi chi mjt it tién. Caitro co o may ... "

Mot gidr sau, Leslie I4i xe vao san trang trai ctia ngai Nghi si. Mot nguoi niic dong phuc da dimg trude cira Ion. "C6 1 Stewart 2"
"Vang,

"Nighi si Davis dang doi 6, xin moi c6 di theo 16i nay."
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Leslie bug’rc vao, di doc theo hanh lang rat rong dén mot can phong 1on duge goi la thu viée. O d6 co that nhiéu séch. Nghi si Davis ngéi sau chiéc ban
1t gié cuon sach gi d6, ong ta dlimg ddy khi nang bude vao.

"Rét vui dugc gip ¢d, con gi, xin mdi ngdi."
Leslie ngdi xubng chiéc ghé dbi dién.

Nghi si Davis cam quyén sach dang xem Ién. "Péy Ia danh sach cac nai ngya timg chién théing trong cac cudc thi ngra tir trde dén gio & Kentucky ,
doc ciing thay hay, c6 gai a. The c6 cd biet tén ngudi dau tién 1a ai khong 7"

"Khong,"

"Aristides, vao nam 1875. O, t6i quén mit i ¢ khong dén day dé tranh luin vé ngwra." Ong ta dit quyén sach xudng. "C6 n6i | c6 can mdt su giip
d~ n

Ongta dodn trude ring nang s& ndi 14 : Toi vira mdi phat hién ra ring toi dang mang thai dtra con cua Olivier , va t6i khong biét phai lam gi bay gio ... t6i
khong muén gy ra mdt vu bé bdi, song ... ti san sang huru giit lai dira con, nhung t6i khong c6 di tién ..

"Ong c6 biét Henry Chambers khong 2" Leslie hoi.

Nghi si Davis than nhién, to ra khong chiy. "Ti ... Henry ? A* véng, t6i ¢6 biét, nhung sao 2"

"T6i rat cam on ong néu ng gidi thiéu t6i v6i dng dy."

Nghi si Davis nhin nang, ¢6 ging sap xép lai nhing suy nghi cia minh. "B6 I mt sur gitp d& v ? C6 mubn gap Henry Chambers ?"

"Ving,

"T6i so ring 6ng ta khong con & ddy, co Stewart a.

Ong 4y sbng & Phoenix, Arizona."

"Toi biét, t6i vira rdi Phoenix sang nay. Toi nghif s& tot hon néu nhur t6i quen mbt ai & d6."

Nighi st Davis ngim c6 gai tré truée mit minh mot lic. Ban niing méch bao ring co chuyén g d6 dang xiy ra ngoai tim kiém soét ctia 6ng ta.

"C6 biét gi vé Henry Chambers 2"

"0, chi la chuyén 6ng ta 1 dan Kentucky thoi."

Davis ngdi king di, suy nghii C6 4y la mot phu nit dep. Chambers s& ng ta mot thir. "Toi s& goi dién cho ong 4y ngay bay gio."

Nam phut sau.

"Chao Henry , Todd day. Chic anh dang tiéc vi t6i mua mit con Canh budm xa sang nay phai khong ? Toi biét 14 anh ciing dé mét dén né ma."

Ong ta nghe mot I rdi cudi phé lén. "Toi ca I anh da kim d4y. Nghe n6i anh lai vira moi ly hon. Qué té day. Toi rét quy Jessica."

Cuc doi thoai dién ra kiéu d6 chung vai ba phit, roi Nghi sT Davis noi. "Henry , t0i mudn nhos anh mot vie dy. Mot ngwoi ban cué toi s& dén Phoenix
ngy mai, va c6 dy chang bict mot ai ¢ d6 ca. Toi s€ rat camon néu anh ¢6 the d€ mat dén 6 dy mot chit ... Trong ¢6 bé nhur thé nao u ?" Ong ta quay
lai phia Leslie va mim cuoi. "Khong qua xau. Va khong thé binh ludn gi dugc."

Ong ta nghe mdt I, rdi quay lai hoi nang, "MAy gio may bay ctia ¢6 t6i d6 ?"

"Bing hai gior nim muroi. Chuyén bay s6 159."

Davis nhic lai thong tin d6. "Tén ¢6 &y ] Leslic Stewart . Anh s& phai cam on t0i vi sy nhos va ctia t6i d4y. Anh nhén 10 roi nhé, Henry . Toi s& thuong
xuyén lién lac véi anh." May cat.

"Camon 6ng."
"Thé i con gitip duoc viée gi cho ¢d nira khong 2"
"Khéng, do 1 tat ca nhitng g t6i can."

Tai sao nhi ? Leslie c6 viéc quai gi véi Chambers day ?



Viée dbi it cing du ludn dam cudi hut voi Olivier 0 t& hon gap trdm lan nhitng gi Leslie ¢ thé tuong trong. N6 gidng nhur mdt chudi nhimg con ac
mong. Bat ky cho nao nang di qua la & d6 ndi Ién nhitng tieng xi xao.

"Dy, ¢6 dy ddy. Han ta da danh ddi co dy dé ... "

"T6i s& giit lai gidy moi Bmkiniém ..."

"Khong biét ¢b Ay am gi voi déng quan 4o cudinhi ... ?"

Nhirng 161 ban tan ctia ddm dong nhur choc ngody vao vét thirong ciia ning, va nhing con dau dén, nhirc nhi Aim nang twéng chimg nhu khong chiu néi
Khéng bao gio. Khong bao gio nang con tin duoc mot nguoi dan 6ng ndo nita. Di€u an ti duy nhat la dén mot ngay nao do, mot lic ndo do, nang s& bat
Olivier phai tra gia cho nhitng gi anh da gay ra cho nang. Khong thé tha thir duoc. Nhung nang khong biét lAm thé ndo. Vi Nghi si Davis dimg sau lung
anh ta. Va chinh Olivier ciing dy quyén hrc va tién bac nita chir. Thé thi ta ciing cach dé c6 quyén luc va tién bac. Nhung lim thé ndo ? Lam thé ndo
day ?

L& nham chirc dién ra ¢ tién sanh ctia Toa thi chinh bang Frankfort, gin cai dong hd xinh xén cao 34 foot.

Jan dtmg bén canh Olivier , hénh dién ngim ngudi chdng dep trai ctia minh sép chinh thire i Thong déc ciia bang Kentucky .

Néu Olivier chiu nghe 14, thi con duong cong danh ctia anh s& chi dimng lai khi dén Nha Tring, cha ¢ d bao nhu vay. Va Jan s& hm tét ca nhitng gi
trong khé nang ctia minh dé khong xay ra sai lam. Khong thé c6 sai lam duoc.

Sau I& nhan chirc, Olivier ngdi cting bd vo trong thur vién ctia toa nha danh riéng cho Thing dbc bang, mit ngdi nha rét dep duogc xay theo kiéu bigt thy
Petit Trianon ctia Maria Antoinette ¢ gin cung dién Versailles, nwde Phap. Nghi st Davis nhin xung quang can phong sang trong va git dau voi vé hai
long. "Hai dtra songd day ciing 6n day nhi 7"

"Con ¢6 dugc 1 nhd cha." Olivier ndi véi vé vui suéng, "Con s& khong bao gior quén didu d6."

Nghi si Davis vy tay. "Dlmg ¢6 nghi nhur vay, Olivier . Anh duoc thé ndy 14 vi anh ximg déng duoc vay. Toi chi B ngudi tic dong vao cho n6 sdmhon
mdt chit ma thoi. Nhung nhé ring day mo6i chi 1 bt ddu. Toi dd & trong mbi trudng chinh tri kha Au va ciing hoc dwroc mdt hai didu b ich."

Ong ta nhin anh, vé cho doi, va Olivier nhiin nhic dap. "Con xin dugc cha day bao."

"Anh biét ddy, moi ngudi thuong hay nham ‘Dirng bao gior hoi xem minh biét ai. Ma phai tur hoi da biét nhitng gi vé ngudi minh biét. TAt ca moi nguoi
déu c6 bi mat dang xau h6 phai che glau Tét ca nhiing gi anh phai lim la thu nhit Jy nhitng diéu 4y, va dén lic anh s& ngac nhién biét bao vi thay ho tan
tuy im cho anh bat ké viéc gi anh can. Toi ngu nhién biét dwoc mdt vi quan chire kha kinh trong ndi céc da timg phai mat mot nam di diéu trj than kinh.
M6t vi dai dién ctia Chinh phu timg phai trai qua trurong gido duc vi thinh nién vi ti an cap. Anh thiy sy nghiép ciia ho & ra sao néu tat ca nhitng
chuyén d6 16 ra ngoai. P chinh 1 ngudn sira cho ching ta diy."

Nigai Nghi st mo chiéc ciip xach tay dt tién ra va dua cho Olivier mot tip gidy. "Pay I nhimg ngudi ma anh s& phai dbi dau ¢ Kentucky nay. Ho déu co
quyén va c6 tién, nhung cling déu ¢ got chan Asin."

Olivier cam Iy tap gidy, it tron xoe.
"Con trai a, anh gjit nhimg thir ndy c4n than nhé. Vang rong ddy."
"Xin cha yén tAm, con s& giit ching c4n than."

"A' ndy, con trai, dimng c6 qua dang v6i nhitng nguoi ndy khi con con can ho phuc vu cho con. Pimg c6 lam ho than bai dnah liét, cir mém nén rin
budng." Ong ta dirng lai nhin anh. "Thé dao ndy vo chong anh ra sao ?"

"Da, tuyét voi a. " Olivier tré 1o nhu mot céi miy. V& mit ndo d, thi ciing ding, DS 1 mdt cude hon nhén hoan hio, va anh phai hét sirc cén thin dé
khoi lam gi anh hurong dén thanh qua d6. Anh s& khong bao gio quén cai gia phai tra d€ cd duoc dam cudi nay.

"Thé thi duroc, hanh phic ctia Jan rit quan trong d6i voi t1." Mot v canh bao.

"Ciling v6i con nita, thua cha."

"A' ndy, anh thiy Peter Targer nhur thé nao 2"

"Con rat quy 6ng ta, cha a. Ong ta A mot cong sy dic e ddy." Olivier hio himg ndi.

Neghi si Davis gat dau. "Toi rét vui vi anh n6i vay. Anh khong thé kiém dugc ai t5t hon dau. Toi s giri anh ta dén lim phy t4 cho anh. D6 s& a canh tay
phai ctia anh day."

Olivier nhiin nhin cudi. "Vang, duoc thé thi con gi bang"

Nghi si Davis dimg ddy. "Thoi, toi phai vé Whasington ddy. Hay cho t6i biét ngay néu anh can t6i gitp gi."



"Cam on cha, con s€ lAm nhur vay."

Vao budi sang chi nhat sau khi gip 5 v6i Nghi st Davis , Olivier di tim Peter .
"Ong 4y & nha tho, thura Thong déc.”

"A', W, ti quén mt. Toi s& gap 6ng 4y ngiy mai."

Peter dén nh tho vao tit cé cac bubi sang chi nhat, cing vdi gia dinh. Ngaoi ra, mbi tuan, ong ta con tham dy ba budi cau nguyén, mdi budi kéo dai
khoang hai tiéng. V€ mit nay, Olivier quy Peter thuc su. Ong ta Ia nguoi duy nhat minh ¢6 thé tin cay duoc.

Sang thir hai, Peter budc vao vin phong ctia Olivier . "Anh mudn gip t6i, Olivier ?"

"T6i cAn mdt syt gitip dd, ctia ¢4 nhén thoi"

Peter gat dau. "Bét ctr viée gi, néu toi c6 thé."

"T6i can mdt can hd."

Peter nhin quanh ciin phing to 1on véi vé ngac nhién. "Chéng 1§ chd nay con quéa nhé voi anh, thura Thong ddc 2"
"Khong," Olivier nhin théing vao con miét duy nhét ctia Peter . "Doi khi ti c6 nhitng cudc gip vao dém Pay I diéu bi mat. Ong hiéu y t6i chir 2"
Mbt chit yén king khong dé chiu chit ndo. "Vang."

"T6i mubn mdt noi ndo dé khong ndm trung tam thanh phd. Ong c6 thé tim giup t6i khong 2"

"T61 nghi 14 duoc."

"T4t nhién, chuyén nay chi gitta ching ta thoi."

Peter gat dau, nhung c6 vé khong vui im

May gior sau, 6ng ta goi dién cho Nghi si Davis & Washington.

"Olivier nho t6i thué cho anh ta mt can hd voi Iy do khdng duge néira."

"N6 dam Bm thé & ? Cha, n6 s& dugce mdt bai hoc, Peter a. Puge mdt bai hoc. Tuan Knh di, Peter . Nhung nhé dimg dé Jan biét ddy." Ngai Nehi si suy
ngi mdt Kic r6i ndi. " Tim cho n6 cho ndo day & Indian Hills, chd nao chi c6 mdt dudng vao thoi."

"Nhung nhur thé thi khong dung v6i yéu cau ctia anh ta dé ..."
"Olivier hay ctr lam di."
Ban dang doc truyén Ké Hoach Hoémn Héo dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 4

Giai phéap cho van dé cia Leslie bdng chot xuét hién khi nang doc hai bai bao dng trén o Lexington Herald - Leader. Bai thir nhat kha dai, hét 1i ca
ngoi tin Thong doc Olivier Russell, va duoc két thiic bang cau : "Khong ai & Kentucky nay, quen bict anh, lai bat ngd néu mot ngay nao d6 anh la Tong
thong nurdec My."

Bai béo thir hai ¢ trang viét sau : "Henry Charrbers , mdt cong dan cil clia Lexington, ngudi so hitu chii ngwa Tia chop d vé nhit trong cue dua ngura
tai Lexington cach day nam nam, va Jessica - vo 6ng, nguoi vo thit ba wira mdi ly di. Hién Henry Chambers dang song tai Phoenix, 1a chii nhén ctia to
bao Phoenix Star."

Quyén luc cﬁa béq chi. D6 moi chinh 1a thir quyén Iy thue sy. Katherine Graham va to bao Whasington Post cua ba ta chfmg da 1am lui tan cude doi
cta mit vi tong thong do sao.

( C6 ¥y ndi vé& vu Tong thdng My Nixon .)
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Va déy chinh 1 y tudng bét chot xuat hign trong Leslie .

Hai ngay sau do, Leslie danh toan bo thoi gian vao viéc tim hiéu Henry Chambers . Mang Internet da cung céip cho nang vo s6 thong tin quan trong vé
con nguoi nay. Chambers ndm nay tron ndm nhém, duoc thira huong ca mot gia tai tir nganh cong nghiép thudc I do nguoi cha d¢ lai va chi danh thoi
gian vao viéc tiéu sO tién d6. Nhung Leslie khong quan tdm dén céi vi khong 16 ay. Nang chi chi y dén viéc ong ta dang s¢ hitu mdt to bao va vira moi ly
di

Nira gio sau cude gip g0 voi Nghi siDavis , Leslie dén gap Jim Bailey. "Jim, t6i xin nghi."

Anh nhin nang vi vé cam thong, "O", tat nhién rdi, ¢6 nén di nghi ngoi & ddu d6 it ngy. Khi ndo c6 vé, ching ta ¢6 thé ..."

"T61 s& khong quay lai."

"G kia ? Toi ... t6i khong mudn ¢ di dau, Leslie , chay tron khong phéi 1 cach giai quyét..."

"T6i khong chay tr6n."

"Co6 da suy nghi k¥ chura 7"

"Réi."

"Thé I ching t6i sip mit c6 1. Vay khi ndo thi ¢6 di ?"

"Ngay bay gio."

Leslie da nghi rat nhiéu cach dé tiép can véi Henry Chambers . Khong thiéu nhitng kha néing déu bi nang ]én hrot gach bo. K& hoach nay phai duoc
chuéin bi that hoan héo. Va rdi, cudi ctng nang ngh dén Nghi si Davis . Davis va Chambers cing c6 mjt xuat than nhu nhau, cing hoat dong trong mdt
quy dao. Chéic chén ho phéi biét 16 vé nhau. V4, Leslie quyét dinh goi dién cho Davis .

Khi Leslie ha canh xuong san by Sky Harbor cua Phoenix, viéc dAu tién nang lm i dén qudy ban bao cta san bay. Nang mua to Phoenix Star va gio
timno, song khong thay. Nang mua tiép to Arizona Republic, 10i to Phoenix Gazette. Va nd ddy rdi, muc chiém tinh, nhung gidr ddy minh da qué thong
minh dé c6 thé tin vao nhing diéu twong nhur 3 ngd ngin.

danh cho nhing nguoi thude mang leo ( 27/3 dén 22/8 ): hom nay k ngay thin jupiter s& gip mt troi ctia ban. nhitng ké hoach Eing man cua ban s&
dugc thod mén. vien canh tuyét voi cho ngay mai s€ dén vao ngay hdmnay.

hanh dong cén trong !

Mt chiéc Limousine d4 doi ning & cira ra san bay. "C la Stewart 2"

"Vang"

"Ong Chambers giri t6i ¢6 1i chio va kénh cho t6i dua c6 dén khach san."

"Ong 4y ot bung qua." Leslie thit vong. Nang ctr thAm mong chinh 6ng ta s& ra don nang,

"Ong Chambers mudn biét liéu ¢6 ¢6 thé gip 6ng vao bira t6i nay khong 2"

Tuyét voi, thit 14 trén ca tuyét voi.

"Anh im on néi v6i dng Ay I t6i Ay m han hanh."

Tam gio toi hom do, Leslie ngdi an cing Henry Chambers . Ong ta nom wa nhin, véi khu6n niit mang vé quy toc va mii toc ndu dm dém bac.
Ong ta nhin Leslie ngudng md. "Todd khong sai khi n6i ring anh 4y s& giri dén cho t6i mot bau vat."
Leslie mim cuoi. "Camon 6ng."

"Biéu gi khién c6 dén Phoenix ha Leslie 2"

Ong cha can biét lam gi. "Toi duge nghe ké nhiéu vé ving nay va t6i cho rang minh c6 thé thich noi déy."

"Pay Ia noi tuyét voi day. Roi co s€ thich n6 cho ma xem. Arizona c6 tit ca moi thir, nhitng day nti, nhitng canh rimg va ca sa mac nita. C6 ¢ thé tim
thay & day tat ca nhitng gi minh muon."

Va t6i phai tim thiy.

"C6 can mdt chd dé & chir ? Toi chic 1 c6 thé gitip o duoc viee do."



Leslie biét ring nang chi dii tién dé sdng & day trong vong ba thang, Con ké hoach ctia nang khong duogc kéo dai qué hai thang,

C6 khong it sach v ddy phu nir céch quyén rii dan dng. Cac nha tim Iy hoc sép xEp ching theo mitc do, tir "nghé thuat tiép can” dén "am thé ndo dé
dua ho lén girong”. Leslie virt hét nhitng 1o chi bao d6. Nang ¢6 bién phap cta riéng minh. Nang mé hodc Henry Chambers , khong phai bang the xac,
ma chinh bang tim hon. Henry chura timg gap nguoi phu nir nao nhu nang, Trong chuyén nay, ong ta giong nhur mbt ciu bé ngo nghéeh, ludn tin rang
nhitng ngudi dan ba xinh dep nhat thiét phai ngu ngde. Chura bao gid ong bi hdp hon bdi mot ¢d gai tré trung, xinh dep va khong hé ngu ngde hay dan
don.

Leslie nhur mot diéu ki la d6i voi 6ng, Nang khong nhitng théng minh sic sao ma con c6 nhiéu hiéu biét dang ngac nhién vé nhiéu finh vire ctia cude song.
Ho n6i vé chinh tri, ton gido, lich str va Henry mau chdng coi ning nhu mit nguoi ban. C6 4y c6 thé chia sé voi minh ca nhitng gi riéng tu nhét.

Henry Chambers rét thich dua Leslie ctng t6i nhitng chd dong ngudi. Ong gidi thiu nang voi céc ban bé minh, khoac vai ning dén Carefree Wine, Fine
Art Festival va Actor Theater. Ho ctng di xem hai kich tai Phoenix Suns va America West Arena. Ho di tham Lyon Gallery ¢ Scéttdale, & Symphony
Hall. M6t budi t61, ho di xem tran dau hockey gitra hai doi thi€u nién ctia Phoenix.

Sau khi di xem v&, Henry n6i. "Anh rat thich em, Leslie a. Anh nghil ching minh 1 mdt cap tuyét voi ddy. Anh mudn lam tinh v6i em."

Nang ndm chit tay 6ng va néi rat khd. "Em ciing thich anh, Henry a, nhung cau tra o1 2 khong "

Ngiy hom sau, ho ¢6 hen ciing di an trura. Henry goi cho Leslie . "Sao em khong qua d6n anh 6 toa bao Star nhi ? Anh mudn cho em xem chd nay mit
chut.”

"Em xin dén ngay." Leslic n6i. Ay chinh i diéu nang ch doi by . C6 hai tos béo khac nita & Phoenix ndy i t& Arizona Republic va t& Phoenix
Gazette. To bao cua Henry , Star, 1a t& duy nhat dang bi Io.

Toa soan va co s vat chét ctia to Star nho bé hon nhi?:u s0 v6i Leslie hinh dung. Henry dua nang di mit vong, va khi nhin ra xung quanh, nang nghi
Nhur thé nay thi that khong du sirc danh d6 mdt vi Thong doc hay mot vi Tong thong, Nhung day s€ 1 nén tang ban dau. Nang s& 1én ké hoach cho no.

Leslie quan tAm t6i tat ca nhitng gi nang nhin thiy. Nang hoi Henry lién tuc, va 6ng danh toan bd nhirng cau tra loi d6 cho Lyle Bannister, Tong bién tap.
Leslie cure ki ngac nhién khi thiy Henry biét qué it vé cong viée kinh doanh bao chi va cang it hon viée quan tim dén to bao. Piéu ndy khién nang xac
dinh I minh phéi ging hoc hoi that nhidu.

Viée d6 da xiy ra & Borgata, tai mdt quén an gia trang kiu Bing qué murée Y . Bira t6i thélt tuyét voi. Ca hai déu thich mon st bé voi mot chai Grand
Mamier. Henry Chambers that duyén dang va hai hudc. Ho da cé mot buoi t6i khong ché vao dau dugc.

"Anh rt yéu Phoenix, " Henry néi, "that kho ma tin duoc ring moi cach dy 50 nidm, vimg nay chi co duoc 65 nghin dén, thé nm bay gio da hon mot
tIiélL"

Leslie to vé to md. "Diéu gi da khién anh roi Kentucky dé dén day ?"

Henry nhin vai. "D6 khong phéi i mot Iwa chon tir nguyén, ma chi do cai la phoi chét tiét ctia anh. Lo bac siriéng con khong dam chic anh s& qua
khoi. Nghe n6i Arizona la noi ¢6 khi hu thich hop vai sirc khoe cua minh, anh ben quyét dinh dén day de song nbt quang doi con lai, ngay nao hay ngiy
ay " Ong mim cuoi ni voi nang. "Va by gio' ching ta dang ¢ day." Ong ndm liy ban tay nang. "Khi n6i ring noi day s& tot cho anh, ho khong biét dén
diéu 6t nhat ndy. Emkhong cho anh 1 qua gia so véi em chir " Ong hoi nang, vé lo Eing

Leslie mim cuoi. "Anh con tré, qué tré Ja déng khac."

Henry nhin nang tht lau. "Anh rét nghiém tic ddy, ems& ly anh chir ?"

Leslie nhém ¥t lai. Nang nhu thiy trurde it minh I tim bién & cong vién Breaks Intertate ngay nao, voi dong chir viét tay. "Leslie , em s& By anh chir
2"... Anh khong dam hira em s& thanh Thong dbc phu nhén, nhung chéic chén em s& Iy mot luat su khong toi ..

Leslie md mét ra va nhin théing vao Henry. "Véang, em muén Ay anh." Hon bt ky thir ndo trén doi.

Ho lam dam cudi hai tuan sau d6.

Nghi si Davis doc thong bao vé d4m cudi cia Leslie trén 6 Lexington Herald - Leader. Ong ta suy nghi rit Au. "Xin 161 vi im plnen ong, nhung t6i
khong biét liéu t6i c6 the gip duoc 6ng khong ? Toi mudn dng gitp cho mdt viée ... Ong ¢ biét Henry Chambers khong ? ... Toi rat cam 6ng néu ong
i6i thiéu toi voi ong Ay."

Néu nhur d6 13 tit ca nhitng gi ¢6 ta mudn, thi s& chiing ¢6 gi phai lo Fing .

Néu nhur d6 13 tit ca nhimg gi nang mudn ...

Tuin trang mat Cl:]a Leslie a Henry dién ra tai Paris, va & bét cu noi n;‘w ho dén, trong cai thanh phé boa & nay, Leslie déu ty hoi khong biét liéu Olivier
va Jan d tirmg dén nhitng chd d6, di trén nhitng dwdng phd do, an tdi tai nhirg nha hang d6, mua sam tai nhitng cura higu d6 hay chra. Néang tuéng



tuong ra canh ho ¢ bén nhau, lam tinh v&i nhau. Olivier ciing dang thi thim vao tai Jan nhimg diéu gia ddi nhu anh ta d4 timg thi thim vao tai nang,
Nhitng diéu gid doi ma anh ta s€ phai tra gia dat.

Henry thyc 1ong yéu nang va sdn long Am tat ca dé nang hanh phuic. Trong hoan canh do, Leslie 18 ra ciing ¢6 thé yéu ong, nhung mot c4i gi sau thim
trong nang da cheét.

May ngy sau, ho quay vé Phoenix, Leslie d lim Henry ngac nhién khi nang bao. " Henry, em thich im viéc & toa bo."

Ong pha cuoi n. "Tai sao co 2"

"Em nghil im viéc & do rat tha vi. Em da ting diéu hanh trong mot cong ty chuyén vé quang céo. Em co thé giip o bdo ctia anh ¢ inh virc nay."
Lic d4u, ong phan d6i, nhung cubi cing thi ong ciing dong .

Henry thiy ngay no Leslie ciing doc t& Lexington Herald - Leader.

"Em van con nhé nha ha ?" Ong tréu nang,

"Ciing c6 thé." Leslie mim cuoi. Nang khong bo s6t bat ky mot chit ndo viét vé Olivier . Nang mudn anh ta dugc hanh phiic va thanh cong,

Khi Leslie cho Henry thiy rang to Star clia ong dang ngay cang 16 ning, 6ng cuoi vui vé. "Em yéu, ching I c4i quai gl ca dau. Anh con c6 nhiéu ngudn
thu nhap khac ma chéic chéin em chura timg nghe ndi toi. Pimg ban tam vé chuyén vat do."

Nhung n6 da thue sy lam Leslie ban tim. Nang phét hién ra nguyén nhin 16 ciia t6 Star 1 do cac nghiép doan khong mudn tang cuong cc trang thiét bi
moi cho to bao, ndi rang cang lac hiu cang tao ra cong an viée lam cho cac thanh vién trong nghiép doan. Ho dang thoa thuan vé viéc ky mot hop dong
moi voi Star.

Khi Leslie noi v& didu niy v6i Henry, 6ng bao. "Sao em cir thich lam khd du 6¢ minh bang nhitng chuyén khong dau nhu thé ? Ctr sdng vui vé di."

"Thi em dang song vui vé day." Leslie trin an ong

Leslie c6 mdt cude gip voi Craig McAllister, ludt su cia Star.

"Viéc thoa thuan tién dén dau rdi 2"

"Toi wde gi ¢b tin vui cho ba, thira ba Chambers , nhung t6i tin réng tinh hinh hién nay khong dugc tot cho Bm."

"Chiing ta van dang & trong giai doan thoa thuan phai khong ?"

"Diing vay, nhu Joe Riley, ngudi linh dao cua nghiép doan cac tho in, la mot gi cimg dAu kinh khung, Hén cuong quyet khong chiu i di mot phan. Hop
ddng vai cac tho lim bao s& hét trong muroi ngdy nita, va Riley n6i, néu dén lic do chura c6 hop ddng m6i, ho s& biéu ti

"Hén d4m lam thé khong 2"

"C6 chir. Toi ching thich thu gi viée thach thirc v6i bon nghiép doan nay, nhung thre té, néu khong co ho, chiing ta khong thé ra mot s bao nao hét. Ho
c6 the khién chiing ta sap tiém lam. Hai cong ty quang céo da pha san vi dam doi dau voi cac nghiép doan day."

"Thé ho doi hoi gi 2"

"Nhu thuong 1€ théi : Tang luong, giam gio lam, an toan lao dong ... "
"Ho 6 tinh ép ching ta. Craig, t6i khong thich thé chit nao."

"Ho khong doa dau, ba Chambers . Ho dam lam that déiy."

"Anh c6 ¥ kién gi vé viéc nay ?"

"T6i cho ring ching ta khong con cach Iwa chon ndo khac."

"Tai sao t61 khong ndi chuyén vai Joe Riley nhi 7"

Cudc gip duoc an dinh vao lic hai gioy chiéu, va Leslie d trd vé hoi mudn sau bita an trura. Khi nang bude vao phong khach, Riley dang ¢ d6, tranh thi
tan tinh ¢6 thu ky cta Leslie , tén [a Amy ; mdt c6 gai toc d6 tré trung, xinh dep.

Joe Riley 1 dan Ailen, khoang bon nhiim tubi, d timg I tho in béo hon 15 ném. Ba ném gan day, ng ta m6i gianh duoc chire chii tich nghiép doan do
va n6i danh cting ran trong nhiing cudc thuong hwong, Leslie dirng lai mot chut, nhin 6ng ta tan tinh Amy.

Riley dang n6i " ... 16i ngudi dan 6ng quay lai phia ¢ ta va bao : Emndi thi d& m, nhung lim sao dé anh iy dugc bay gio 2"



Amy cudi vang. "Anh nghe nhitng chuyén ndy & dau thé, Joe 2"

"0, & via hé diy cung a, thé t5i nay ta di &n v6i nhau nhé 2"

"RAt vui ong "

Riley ngudc lén va nhin thdy Leslie. "Xin chio ba Chamrbers ."

"Xin chao 6ng, Riley, moi 6ng vao van phong toi."

Riley va Leslie ngdi trong phong hop ciia toa soan. "Ong ding ca phé chir 2"

"Khong, camon."

"Thé 6ng ding thir manh hon nhé ?"

Ong ta cudi nhéch mép. "Ba biét 1a s& vi phamndi quy néu ubng rurou trong gior im viée, ba Charbers "
Leslie hit mot hoi that sau. "T6i mudn hai ching ta cé mdt cude n6i chuyén vi ti nghe n6i dng ki mdt ngudi biét didu."
"T6i dang cd ging dé duoc thé."

"Toi mubn Ong biét ring toi rét 6 thién cam voi nghiép doan. Toi nghi ngwoi clia ong ding 1 déng gi, nhuung nhing gl m 6ng doi hoi thét khong hop 1y
chiit ndo. Mot so thoi quen cuia ho dang khién ching toi phai chi thém hang triéu d6 la moi nam."

"Ba c6 thé néi 1 hon duoc khong ?"

"Rét vui Iong, thira ong. Ho doi gim gis im song lai tim moi cach im thém dé doi tién ngoi gio, thim chi mdt s6 ngudi con tin dung ca ngly nghi cudi
tuan. Chung t6i khong thé chiu dung duge viée d6 hon nita. To bao ctia ching t6i dang bi 10 bdi vi trang thiét bi da qua 10i thoi. Ching t6i c6 theé mua
miy moc moi... "

"Chéc chan la khong ! Méay moc hién dai cua ba c6 thé khién doan vién ching t6i thét nghiép. Va 61 khong dinh dé viée co gioi hoa day nguoi cla t6i ra
duong, May c&i may ctia ba khong can in, nhung nguoi clia t6i lai can." Riley dimg ddy. "Hop dong ciia ching ta s& hét vao tudn t6i, ching t6i s& ¢6 céi
ching t6i mudn, hodic chiing t6i s& biéu tinh."

T6i hom do, Leslie ké cho Henry nghe v& cudc gip véi Riley, 6ng noi. "Tai sao em lai dinh dang dén chuyén do ? Nghiép doan va ching ta déu phai dua
vao nhau ma séng, Cho anh khuyén em mot diéu nhé, cung, em chura ¢6 kinh nghiém véi nhimg chuyén nay dau, va em 1 phu nit, hily dé canh dan ong
bonanhlo. Pung ... " Ong chot dung lai, thd hdn hén.

"Oi, anh yéu, anh én chir 2"

Ong git dau. "Sang mai anh s& phai di gap o bac singu ngdc ctia minh. Chic 1o lai khuyén anh nén ding binh oxy cho ma xem."

Ems& lo chuyén d6," Leslie noi, "em s& timmdt ¢6 y ta dé cham sc anh, nhitng khi em khong c6 mit & day ..."

"Khong, anh khong cin y t4 y tiéc gi hét. Anh ... anh chi hoi mét thoi."

"Théi ndo, Henry . Dé em dura anh kén giudng nghi."

Ba ngy sau, khi Leslie triéu tap khan cép cudc hop ban lah dao, Henry n6i. "Em i di, cung, anh thiy d& chiu rdi." Binh dudng khi da gitp ong, nhung
ong cam thay mét va suy sup.

Leslie goi dién cho bac si ctia Henry. "Anh y iy di nhanh qué va rit dau don. Ong phai im c4i gi di chir "

"Thura ba Charrbers , chiing t6i da ¢b ging lam tit ca nhitng gi c6 thé. Bay gior ba cir dé ng nha nghi ngoi va dé ching ti chiim soc ng Ay."
Leslie dtrng d6, nhin Henry ném trén giwrdng, mét moi vi ho qué nhiéu.

"Xin 16i vé cudc hop," ong néi. "Em diéu hanh toan bo t& bao di. D sao thi ciing chang ¢6 ai m duoc diéu do."

Nang chi mim cuoi.
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Chwong 5
Céc thanh vién trong ban linh dao d3 tap trung dong dit quanh ban hop, nhiAm nhap banh mi v6i kem pho mét va ca phé, cho Leslie.
- Nang dén. "Xin 16i vi & moi ngudi phai doi. Henry giri 10i chao dén tat ca cac ban."

DA ¢6 khd nhidu thay doi ké tir budi hop dau tién ma Leslie tham gia. Lic dau, moi nguoi coi thuong néng, xem nang chi nhu mdt ké thich dinh mii vao
chuyén ngur¢i khac. Nhung dan dan, khi Leslie hoc héi duge nhiéu hon, du dé dua ra duge nhitg y kién cé gia tri thi nang lai duoc ho kinh trong,

Bit dau cude hop hom nay, Leslie quay vé phia Amy, ¢6 ta dang phuc vu ca phé, va noi:

"Amy, t6i mudn ¢d du hop."

Amy nhin nang, ngac nhién.

- "T6i so trinh d6 tdc ky cta t6i khong dwoc kha lim, thua ba Chambers , Cynthia c6 thé lim viéc d6 kha hon..." "

- Téi khong yéu cau ¢d ghi chép dién bién cude hop. CO chi can ghi lai nhitng gi cude hop théng qua thoi"

- "Vang, thua ba."

Amy By gidy bit, ngdi vao mot chiéc ghé & goc phong. Leslie quay lai néi véi moi ngudi

- ching ta ¢6 mot vén dé. Hop dong ctia chiing ta véi nghiép doan tho in bio sép hét. Ching ta da tién hanh throng luong voi ho ba thang qua, va van
chua dat dugc bat ky thoa thuén nao Chiing ta phai quySt dinh, va phai quyét dinh nhanh. Cac ban han da doc ban bao cédo ma t6i da giri cho moi nguoi
! Bay gio, toi muon bict y kién cta cac ban.

Nang nhin Gene Osborne, mit ddi tac trong cong ty ludt dia phuong,

- "Néu ba hoi t6i, Leslie a, thi toi cho r%mg bon ho qua quét Bmrdi Hom nay ta nhurong ho mot bude, ngay mai ho lai bit ta i thém mdt budc nita"
Leslie gt du va nhin Aaron Drexel, chii mdt cira hang ban béo dia phwong,

- "Con anh, Aaron?"

- "Toi dong ¥ v6i Gene, ho k nhirng ngwoi thit khong biét diéu. Néu ching ta cho ho mdt thir, thi ngurge lai ho ciing phai cho i ta mot thi khéc chir ?
Theo y kién riéng t6i, ching ta c6 thé chiu durgc mdt cude bai cong, nhung ho thi khong,

Quan diém ctia nhitng ngudi con lai ciing trong t. Leslie noi:

- Téi bude 1ong phai phan dbi cac ban.

Tét ca nhin nang, ngac nhién.

- "Theo t6i, chiing ta nén cho ho cai ho doi"

- "That dién 10."

- "Ho s& lam chi tod béo mét."

- 101 ho s& con doi nira"

- "Ba khong thé lam thé dugc."

Leslie ctr dé ho n6i. Khi tat ca da im Bing trd lai nang tir ton.

- "Joe T2 mot ngudi biét diéu. ong Ay tin trong vao diéu minh doi hoj"
Ngdi dya lung vio tirong, Amy ngd ngang theo doi cude tranh cai. Mot ngudi phy nit ndi to
- "T6i ngac nhién vi b lai cing mdt phe voi hén ta ddy, Leslie"

- "T6i khong vé phe v6i ai ca. Toi chi cho ring ching ta nén hop Iy mot chit thoi, D sao, v kién ciia t6i ciing khong ¢6 gia tri quyét dinh. Ching ta hay
bo phiéu di"



Nang quay lai phia A1y,

- "day 1 diéu t6i mudn ¢ ghi vao trong bién ban cude hop."

- Vang, thua ba."

Leslie quay lai ndi véi tit ca.

- "Nhitng ai phan d6i yéu séch ciia nghiép doan, gio tay lén."

Muoi mdt canh tay gio 1én.

- "C hay viét vao bién ban rang chi mdt minh t6i dong y con tat ca nhitng ngudi du hop déu phén déi yéu sach ciia nghiép doan."
Amy ghi vao cudn sb, vé suy nghi hién 1én trén mit ¢6 ta Leslie noi:

- "Néu nhur khong con chuyén gi..."

Tét ca ddng loat dung day

- cAmon Vi cac ban da dén du.

Nang nhin ho di ra, rdi quay sang Ay

- C6 c6 thé danh méy lai bién ban nay khong 2"

- ¢6 ngay ddy, thura ba.

Leslie rdi khoi phong hop. dién thoai reo méy phit sau do.

- ong Riley goi, thua ba."

Amy 16i Leslie cAm méy "Xin chao" "

- Joe Riley déy Toi mudn cam on ba vi nhitng diéu ba da cd ging lam."
Leslie n6i . "Toi khong hiéy . .

- "budi hop hom nay 4y, t6i da duoc nghe ké vé& moi chuyén ra sao."

- t01 ngac nhién déy, ong Riley a. day 1a mdt cudce hop ndi bd coma ?"
Joe Riley cao ngao

- Ba cir tin i t6i ¢6 ban beé & khdp moi noi di. Di sao t6i ciing nghi ba da ¢b ging thuyét phuc ho, that tuyét voi Rét dang tiéc vi ho khong dong tinh véi
ba."

Im king mot chit, rdi Leslie n6i cham.

- ong Riley, néu t6i am cho ho phai ddng tinh thi sao ?

-'ybalg?

- "T6i c6 mdt y twong rat hay day Nhung khong néi qua dién thoai dwoc. Ching ta c6 thé tdi dau do6 kin ddo mot chit khong 2"
Phia bén kia im king nhur dé can nhéc.

- "R, t6i ddng ¥, ba dinh t6i dau ndo ?"

- "Chd nao d6 ma ching ta khong bi phat hiénra .

- Ba thiy quan Golden Cup ra sao ?"

- duoc t6i s& dén d6 trong mt gio nira."

- Tambiét.

Quén Golden Cup khong phéi i mot dia chi ndi danh trong ving . Phoenix niy, né nim gin duong xe tai, trong mot khu ma canh sat luén khuyén cao



khach du lich khong nén lai ving, Joe Riley di dén d6 trudc ning, ngdi trong mit goc ti. Ga dimg day khi nang lai gan.

- C4mon 6ng da dén day"

Leslie n6i, rdi ca hai cing ngdi xudng, .

- "T6i dén vi ba da nbi s& c6 cach dé ching ta ky duoc hop dong moi"

- "ding vAy Toi cho 1 ban anh dao ctia Star thit ngu ngde va khong biét nhin xa tréng rong. T6i da ¢b tinh thuyét phyc nhung ho khong budn nghe."
Riley gat dau "Toi biét. Ba da thuyét phuc ho ky hop dong méi véi ching ti.

- "ding thé d4y, ho khong nhn ra tim quan trong ctia cac ong dbi véi to béo.

G4 cham chdm nhin nang, khong hiéu.

- "Nhung ho déu phan ddi y kién ciia ba, lim sao ching ta c6 thé...

- "Nguyén nhan duy nhat v& viéc ho phan ddi t6i 1a boi ho khong danh gia ding mirc vé cac 6ng, Néu cac ong di sirc tién hanh mdt cude bai cong lu
dai, va c6 thé to bao vi theé ma chét, ong s& chi cho ho thay tam quan trong ctia minh."

- "y ba 1 gi vay ?" Leslie ndi véi vé cang thing,

- "diéu 0 noi voi Ong hom nay phii duge gitr kin, nhung d6 1 céch duy nhét dé cac ong dat duge diéu minh mudn. Van dé rat don gian. HO nghif céc
ong chi doa thoi, chit khong dinh lam thit. 6ng phai cho ho thay Ia 6ng kién quyét dén mirc nao. Hop dong cua cac ong hét gia tri vao ding nira dém
ngay thir sau."

-vang. . .

- Ho du kién céc 6ng chi cing im 1 biéu tinh trong im king,

Nang ngimg du nhin xung quanh.

- dung 6 lam vay"

Ga cti dau nudt timg chit.

- "Hay cho ho thdy khong c6 cac ong thi ciing ching c6 ndi Star? dimng c6 0 ra hién knh nhw nhung chi ciry. Hay pha phach mot chit.

- Mt Riley thé 16. ,,

- Toi dang ndi chuyén cuc ky nghiém tic day"

Leslie n6i nhanh.

- chi vira &0 dé ho thiy ring cac ong kién quyét dén mirc nio thoi. Cit mot it ddy dién chang han, hay nhén vai ba nit sai vi tri. D& ho thiy can phai co
céc Ong tdi stra chita. Moi sai hong c6 thé duoc khac phuc chi trong mdt hai ngay, nhung thé [a d khién ho xanh niit r6i Cudi ciing ho phai nban ra
minh dang d6i dau voi ai, voi luc lugng nag"

Joe Riley lang di mot ic lau, nhin Leslie

- Ba that 1a mdt phuy nit tuyét voi

Cam on 6ng! Toi chi nghii v& nhiing chuyén da qua dé di dén mot quyét dinh don gian théi Hay cir tao ra mdt chuit do Y dé tu sira, va budc ban lanh dao
phai n6i chuyén véi cac dng, Thay viée cac ong chi bai cong trong im lang va to bao thi dong cira! Toi lam viéc ndy ching .qua cling chi d€ bao v¢ to
Star ma thoi

- Mot ny cudi cham chap né trén mbi Riley

- Pé t6i mdi ba mot cde ca phé, ba Chambers."

- Ching ta bai cong di"

dém thir sau, ding khong gio mot phtt, dudi sur chi huy cua Joe, nhimg ngudi tho in bao bat d4u bai cong. HOQ dép v bong den, It d6 vai cai ti chira
day vat tu, dot chay hai may in. Mot ngudi bao vé vao ngan can bi ho nén cho nhir tir Nhitng ngurdi tho nay moi e lai thém hang méu pha phach.

- "Cho c4i bon an trén ngdi chdc Ay biét thé ndo I sirc manh ctia ching ta"



Mot nguoi kéu lén.

- khong .c6 bao chi gi ca néu khong c6 ching ta

- "Chinh chiing ta Ia Star?"

Ho ho reo HO pha phach qua mir thoa thuén. Xuong in gio ddy khong khac gi mot bai chién treong. Bdng nhién, & bdn goc turong xudt hién bén ludng
sang cyc manh soi thing vao nhing ngudi bii cong, HQ dimg lai, ngd ngang, khong hiéu chuyén gi dang xay ra. Gan ctra ra vio, camera cua cac hang
tl’uyg:n hinh dang ghi lai canh tan hoang. dimg ngay canh d6 Ia cac phong vién ctia cc t& Arizona Republic, Phoenix Gazette, va vo s cac phuong tién
truyén thong khac. Ngoai ra, it nhat con c6 khoang hai chuc canh sat va linh ctiru hod. Joe Riley bang hoang nhin quanh.

" Lam thé quai ndo ma ho lai &n nhanh thé nhi ? "

Khi canh sat bt d4u tran vao dé tim c¢d nhitng ké phé phéch, cau tra 1oi bat chot dén véi Riley, gi cam thiy nhur vira bj ai d6 tong that manh vao bung.
Leslie Chambers da choix6 ga ? Néu cai canh tan hoang ndy ma bi dua ra cong ludn, thi thién cam ctia doan vién va cong ching doi voi nghiép doan ctia
2A s€ ditong. Tat ca s€ quay lung lai vdi gd Chinh cai con ché dé kia da dan xép dé cho minh vao bay,

Chi mjt gio' sau do, toan canh phé hoai 6 toa bao Star da duoc dua kén truyén hinh va cac 1n song phét thanh da tudng thudt day di chi tiét vé vu viée
Con céc bao viet thi danh phai chim hon vai tiéng, tin tirc s€ dén vdi ddc gid vao sang hdm sau

Joe Riley da vo tinh gitip Phoenix Star chiém dugc thién cam ciia quan ching, Leslie da chuan bi day dii moi thir. Trude do6, nang da bi mat clr mot s0
nhAn vién dicu hanh cua Star t6i Kansas d¢ hoc cach quan ly mot to béo I6n cling nhur vé cong nghé moi trong nghé in béo. Ngay sau vu bé boi, hai
nghiép doan dang dinh cong khac la nghi¢p doan nhitng ngurdi dua thu va tho khac cham, da quay lai hop tac véi Star. Véi sur quy thudn ctia nhitng ké
bai tran, Leslie 3@ mo ra con duong mdi cho Star trong ky thudt in an. Loi nhuan bat dau xuat hién. Chi qua mdt dém, nang suat da tang 20%. Buoi sang
sau cudc dép pha kia, Henry bi sa thai vao mit budi chidu mudn ngy thir sau, hai nm sau dm cudi ctia ho, Henry hi méic chimg kho tieu. Sang thir
bay, ong ho rii rroi va tit nhién dau dir doi trong ngue. Leslie phéi goi xe cap ciru dura 6ng t6i bénh vién. Chi nhét, Henry ra di. ong dé lai cho Leslie
toan bo gia san.

Thir hai, sau dam tang, Craig Mcallister t6i gip Leslie

- Toi mubn trao ddi v6i ba mdt chut vé vai vin dé lién quan dén phap ludt. nhung néu i qua sém

- Khong " Leslie n6i, "t6i 6n roi"

Cai chét cia Henry cang lam cho Leslie nho t1 diéu nang ap 1 bay lu nay ong la mOt nguoi dang yéu, ngot ngao, thé ma nang lai str dung dng nhur mot
thir cong cu dé thure hién muc dich ctia minh; chdng lai Oliver. Va khong biét tir lic ndo, trong dau cia Leslie, c4i chét ctia Henry da trd thanh mot 1y do
nita dé triét ha Oliver.

- Ba dinh lam gi voi Star ?

Macallister hoi

- Toi nghii ba s& khong lng phi thoi gian dé diéu hanh né ?"

- D6 chinh 12 diéu t6i muén Bm Chiing ta hiy chuén bi md rong quy mo."

Leslie dt mua t Managing Editor. ddy I t tap chi thurong mai ¢ néu tén céc cong ty mdi gidi bao chi & khidp mrde My. Nang lwa chon céc cong ty
Dirks, Van Essen va Associates & Santa Fe, New Mexico

- T6i i Leslie Chambers, t6i dang mu6n mua mot to bao, va toi khong biét..."
HO gi6i thiéu nang véi t& Sun, & Hammond, Oregon.

- t6i mudn anh bay ngay t6i d6 xem qua n6 mdt chit."

Leslie n6i voi Mcallister. Hai hom sau, Mcallister goi dién vé cho Leslie

- Ba nén quén to Sun di, thua ba Chambers."

- C6 chuyén gi vay ?

- Van dé ¢ chd Hammond 1 mdt noi chi ¢6 hai tos béo dia phuong Luong n ban cta tor Sun chi ¢6 15 ngan mot ngy, trong khi do, & béo ki,
Hammond Chronicle, 14 28 ngan, gan gap doi, 6ng chil ctia Sun doi nam tri¢u dola Vu nay nghe chirng khong hay dau

Leslie nghi ngoi mdt cht.

- Cho nhé, t6i & dén do.!



Nang bo ra hai ngay tiép theo dé kiém tra co sé vat cht ciia to bdo va moi thir lién quan.
- "To Sun khong thé canh tranh dwoc vé6i to Chronicle "

Meallister qua quyét véi nang,

- To Chronicle dang trén da phat trién, con lwong 4n ban cta t Sun dang giam timg ngiy mot."
- "Toi biét. Toi s& mua nd."

Anh nhin nang day ngac nhién.

- Bas€lamgikia ?

- "T6i s& nua nd."

VIEC mua ban hoan tat trong ba ngay ngudi chii cii ctia Sun vui mimg ra mt vi rii bo duoce né.
- "T6i cho rang phu nit cha bao i nén Bm kinh &,"

ong ta hé ha tuyén bé:

- "ba ta tra t6i dt nam triéu do."

Walt Meriwether, chii nhn t& Chlonicle, goi dién cho Leslie

- "T6i durge biét ba 1 di thi moi clia 161" dng ta ndi thét lich syr.

Leslie khing dinh. "dung vay"

- "Néu moi viéc bén 4y khong on, c6 thé ba s& ban lai t Sun cho t6i

Nang mim cuoi

- "Thé con néu bén 6ng khong on, thi dng ciiing s& ban lai to& Chrélicle cho toi:

- Meriwether cuoi vang,

- "Chéc chéin rdi, chic ba nhiéu may min, ba Chambers."

dat may xudng, Meriwether cudi mim. "Sau thang nita, ta s& c6 thém to Sun."

Leslie quay lai Phoemx va néi véi Lyle Bannister, Tong bién tap ciia Star.

- Anh ciing t6i dén Hammond oregon. Toi muén anh diéu hinh t bao & d6 cho t6i khi nd ¢ thé tir dimg vitng trén déi chan ctia minh.
- "T61 vira ndi chuyén voi Mcallister.

- Bannister noi:

- To bao d6 khong c6 chan. Anh Ay béo cbiing ta chi ton cong v ich véin6 thoi.

Leslie nhin Bannister chém chép.

- anh 4y tréu t6i ddy

Tai Oregon, Leslie tri¢u tdp cudc hop gém tAt ca cac nhan vién cta to Sun.

- "Tir hém nay chiing ta s& c6 d6i chit thay doi,"

nang thong béo véi ho, - "day B mot thi trédn c6 hai to bao va ching ta s& hiru ca hai"
Téng bién tap to Sun, Derek Zones, noi

- "Xin 16i ba Chammbers, t6i chéic ba chua hiéu tinh hinh & déy Fim. Luong &n ban ctia ching ta lubn ludn thip hon tor Chronicle va dang tut xudng timg
thang mot. Chua c6 cach nao dé ching ta vuc duoc né én."

- "Chiing ta s& lam duoc, " Leslie cam doan, - "t6i con du tinh mua ca Chronicle uén thé."



Moi ngudi trong phong hop nhin nhau va hinh nhur ho déu ¢6 chung mdt y nghi :

- Phy nit va nhitng ké nghiép du thi khong nén tham gia vao cong viéc kinh doanh bao chi.

- "Ba du dinh lam gi day ?"

Zornes lich su hoi

- Anh d3 nghe cau chuyén b¢ diia chua ?"

- "Bé dlia v ? Chura.."

- "Khi mun bé mdt bo diia, nguoi ta khong cam ca ndm dé beé, ma bé timg chiéc mot, cho dén hét

Zornes cd ging cudi pha Ién.

- "'C6 nghiia 13 ching ta s& bé gity Chronicle nhur thé 2"

- ding véy !

- ba dinh tién hanh ra sao ?

- Bit dAu tir thr hai ndy, chiing ta s€ giam gié bao tir 20% dén 35%, dong thoi ciing giam hrong quang cdo khoang 30%. Tuln sau, ching ta s tung ra
mot tro choi d6 vui co thudng cho nhitng ddc gia cua bao, ai tring thidng s€ duge moi di du lich mién phi & mrde ngoai Chiing ta s€ bat dau quang cao
tro choi ngay tir hdm nay,

Chiéu hom d6, khi ngdi binh luan vé cude hop budi sang, tit ca cic nhan vién déu chung mot két uan, 1 td béo ctia ho da roi vao tay mdt ngudi phy nit
dién khing,

Chién dich bt d4u, nhung chinh to Sun lai bi bé gy Meallister hoi Leslie

- ba ¢ biét td Sun dang tiéu tn hét bao nhiéu tién khong .

- Toi biét chinh x4c n6 mét bao nhiéu.

- Thé ba dinh giir n6 cho dén khi ndo ?

- Cho t6i khi ching ta théing loi, " Leslie n6i - dimg lo Rdi ching ta sé thing

N6i vy, nhung chinh Leslie dang nhu ngdi trén lira LO ngiy cang nang. Luong én ban van tut nhur khong c¢6 cach gi niu lai duoc, con cac nha quang cio
thi to thai ¢ lanh nhat, nhicu ngudi con tuyén bo tay chay Sun khi biet "'nd" quyet dinh gidm hrong quang cdo trén mit bag

-Ly thuyég ctia ba e khong on." Meallister ndj "Ching ta can phai chim dirt ngay tinh trang nay Téi cho ring ba dang ném tién qua cira s6, nhung ciing
phai c6 diem dung chi."

Tuén tiép sau do, lrong 4n ban bong khong tut xubng nira: Miét khoang tam tuan dé to Sun biét dén sy ting truong. Viée giam gia bao va giam leong
quang cdo cling tht hap dén, nhung diéu im cho hwong 4n ban ciia to Sun tang lén chinh 1 nho Vo trd choi 6 vui co thurong. Tro ndy kéo dai khoang
12 tudn, va nhimg nguoi dang ky tham gia ngdy cang dong Phén thuéng 1 nhimg chuyén du lich mién phi dén ving b bién phia Nam, London, Paris
hay Rio. Khi phén thuéng dugc trao ngay va hinh dnh ctia nhimg nguoi tring thuéng dugc dang trén trang nhét ctia to bao thi krong 4n ban ctia Sun ting
nhanh dén mirc chéng niit.

- Ba da choi mot canh bac qua lidu finh ddy," Mcalhster n6i voi vé cam phuc, "nhung c6 két qua."

- D6 khong phai 13 mdt canh bac, - Leslie n6i, "khong ai bo tién ra dé chéng thu vé cai gi ca."

Khi Walt Meriwether nhan duoc s6 liu m6i nhét vé hrong 4n ban cta Sun, ong ta hoang hét. day 14 1n dAu tién t& Sun vurot 1én trén to Chronie , diroc
Jim, ! 6ng ta gAm gir trong ¢b hong, ! Hai ngudi choi mdt van bai ngu ngde. Pé xem c6 con nghi dugc thém trd vui ¢6 thudng ndo nita khong."

Nhung d qua mudn. Mudi mot thang sau ngdy Leslie mua o Sun, Walt dén giip nang

- "T6i ban ddy ,, 6ng ta ni gon Ion. "C6 c¢6 mubn mua Chronice khong?"

Vio ngay hop ddng v6i Chronicle duge ky két, Leslie ndi vi cac nhan vién ciia minh.

- "Bt dau tir thir hai, chiing ta s& ting gia bao va ting gip doi luong quang cdo, dimg tro choi ¢ thudng lai"

Mot thang sau d6, Leslie ndi voi Mcallister.



- To Bvening Standard & Detroit dang rao ban. NO con c6 mdt tram truyén hinh nita. Toi nghi ching ta s& xem xét vu nay"
Meallister hot hoang,

- "Ba Chambers, ching ta c6 biét gi vé truyén hinh dau va,.

- Vay thi ching ta phai hoc, diing khong ?"

Pé ché Leslie bat dau dugc xdy dung tir ddy.

Ban dang doc truyén Ké Hoach Hoém Hao duoc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(chim)Net.

Chuwong 6

Ngay m viée ctia Oliver Iic ndo ciing ban ron. Nhitng cudce tiép dai chinh tri, nhitng dao ludt méi phai thong qua, cac cude hop va nhitng cude phong
vAn béo chi khong ngimg dién ra. To State Journal & Frankfort, to Herald-Leaders ¢ Lexington va & Louisvill Courier-Journal luon danh cho anh nhitng
bai viét sinh dong va diy hoa my. Oliver ndi danh i mot Thong ddc am viée hiéu qua. Anh dugc ton trong trong giéi thurong hu xa hoi, va anh biét
nguyén do ctia n6: Vi anh da cudi con gai Nghi si Todd Davis.

Oliver rat thich séng & Frankfort. bay la mot thanh phd dep va c6 bé day lich sir. N6 ndm trong mdt thung ling durge bao quanh boi cac ngon ddi day
6 xanh cau Kentucky. Anh khong biét song & Washington D.C s€ nhur thé nao.

Nhirng ngiy ban ron trai ra khiip tuin, va tuan tréi qua hét thang, ching méy chdc, Oliver da & nam cudi ctia nhiém ky.

Oliver dé Peter Tager m thur ky bao chi cho minh. Py I mdt su Ira chon t6i wu. Tager ludn kim vira Iong gidi bao chi, va voi nhitng gia tri dao dirc
truyen thong, tao nha nhur gia dinh, ton giéo ma 6ng thich n6i dén, 6ng ludn dem lai cho nhitng bita ti€c mot ndi dung, mot gia tri nao do. Peter voi mdt
bén mat mang bang den gio day ciing n6i tieng khong kém gi Oliver.

M3i thang it nhét mot lan, nhur chiéc dong hd ludn chay ding, Todd Davis lai bay vé Frankfort dé gip Oliver.

Ong ta n6i vdi Peter. "Ngdy ndo anh ciing phai coi xem Oliver ¢6 am viée nghiém chinh khong nhé. Bumg dé né phi pham thoi gian vao nhiing viée
khong dau.

Vao mot bubi tdi lanh I€o cia thang murdi, Oliver va Nighi sT Davis ngdi trong phong doc sach ctia anh. Hai ngudi dan ong cing Jan wira di dy bita t0i tai
nha Gabriel vé. Jan da 1én phong riéng,

"Jan c6 vé hanh phiic d4y nhi, t6i ciing ldy lim hai long, Oliver a".

"Con Iuon c6 ging dé Jan dugc hanh phic, thira cha".

Nihi s Davis nhin Oliver va tir hoi khong biét thing con ré nay ding cin ho riéng kia bao nhiéu in trong mot tuan. "N6 yéu anh im ddy, con traia".
"Con ciing yéu c6 4y." Giong Oliver nghe ciing kha thanh thuc.

Nghi si Davis mim cuoi. "T6i rat vui mirg khi nghe anh n6i viy. Con gii ta dang chudn bi dé trang tri lai Nha tring day".

Tim Oliver nhur thét lai. "Con xin 11",

" hay, thé ta chira n6i v6i anh hay sao? Bét d4u rdi ddy. Tén anh dang ndi troi & Washington. Ching ta s& bt dau chién dich tranh cir ngy mong mit
cua ndamtoi".

Oliver gan nhur sg sét khi hoi cau tiép theo. "Cha c6 thure sy nghi ring con s& may nin khong, Todd?"
"Cai tir may min nghe ¢ vé ¢ bac qua nhi, va t6i lai khong choi cd bac, anh a. To1 khong hoi dau dinh dang vao cai gi khong chic chin ca".

Oliver hit mt hoi that sau. Anh c6 thé Ia ngudi quan trong nhat trén thé gioi. "Con mudn cha biét con da cam dong dén nhuong nio trurde nhing gi cha
lam cho con, Todd a".

Ngai nghi sivd vai anh, t6 vé than mét. "DAy 14 viéc nguoi ta phéai im dé giiip con minh, khong dung sao?"

C4i tir con ré khong bao o nhat phai trong dau Oliver.
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Davis néi thit khoan thai. "Bén canh do, Oliver a, toi rat thit vong vi Hoi dng Lap phap ciia bang anh d thong qua ludt thué danh vao thube 14"
"Khoan thu nhip d6 s& b vio chd thiéu hut trong ngan séch vé thué va ctia bang va...

"Nhung chiic 1 anh s& phu quyét nd".

Oliver cham chim nhin 6ng ta, khong hiéu. "Phii quyét né u?"

Ngai nghi si tang anh con 1é Thong dbc mot ny cuoi rét khiém nhuong. "Oliver nay, toi mudn anh biét ring néurtéi c6 dé nghi anh chuyén d6 thi cling
ching phai toi nghi cho ban than t61. C6 rat nhicu ban bé t6i da dau tu nhitng dong tién, ma ho phai kho nhoc limmoéi kiémra dugc, vao cac don dien
thuoc 1a.

Va 61 khong mudn thiy ho tron vi cai thué 4y ctia anh, anh c6 thiy khong?"

Im lang mot Iuc lau.

"Anh c6 thay khong, Oliver?"

"Khong", Oliver n6i, "con thiy thé 1 khong cong bang'".

"T6i cong nhan. Toi ciing thiy nhur vay".

Oliver néi. "Con nghe n6i cha dang dinh ban don dién thudc 14, phai khong a?"

Davis ngimg Ién nhin anh, vé ngac nhién. "Tai sao t6i lai mudn ban ddn dién thudc 14 ctia minh di kia chir?"

"Vi cc cong ty thude 14 dang lam an thua 16, va..."

"Anh ndi vé& murée My dy, con 1€ a. Mot dét nude 6 anh hudng ko nhat trén thé gioi ndy. Chor dén khi ndo chién dich tranh cii ciia anh dién ra & Trung
Quéc, chau Phi hay an o nhé". Ong ta nhin dong hd va dirmg ddy. "Toi phai quay vé Washington bay i, t6i con c6 mdt cude hop & do".

"Chiic cha di duong may mén"

Nghi st mim cudéi. "Cam on anh”

"Anh dén mudn nhé, anh yéu'".

Hién lao dén véi ¢6. "Anh xin 16i. Anh rat vui vi em chua bt dau khi chwa ¢6 anh'”.

C6 ta mim cudi. "Omemdi".

Hén 6m ¢ vao 1ong va siét chat, than thé mém mai va dm ap ctia c6 kim nguoi hin nong ruc én.
"Céi quan 4o di anh, nhanh én'".

"Em ¢6 mubn cing anh t6i Washington D.C khong?"

Miriam bat ddy. "Anh nghiém tiic ddy chi?"

"Rét nghiém tiic. C6 thé anh s& dén d6. Anh mudn c6 em & bén anh.

"Néu vo anh phat hién ra chuyén ctia ching ta thi sao?"

"C 4y s& khong biét dau"

"Nhung tai sao lai 1a Washington?"'

"Anh khong thé tré 11 em cau hoi d6 lic ndy tit ca nhimg gi anh c6 thé n6i bay gidr 1 moi viéc s rét thi vi".
"Em s& dén bét cir noi ndo ma anh muén, chimg ndo ma anh con yéu em'".

"Em biét i anh yéu emma". Nhung 161 yéu thirong budt ra that dé dang, nhur moi lan.

"Bén voi emdi anh”

"Cho anh mot chit. Anh c6 céi ny cho em" Hin dtng ddy véi iy chiéc 4o Jacket vét trén chiéc ghé tira. Va 16i trong tiii ra mdt o nho rdi 6 mot it chét
long trong do ra ly.



"Thir di em"

"Céi gi déy anh?" Miriam hoi.

"Em s& thich n6 cho ma xem. Anh hira ddy". Hin ngira ¢b ubng mt nira va dua chd con lai cho Miriam.
Miriam ngdp ngimg, rdi Bm mot hoi hét sach. C6 mim cudi. "Khong ti",

"N6 s& khién em thiy sung suéng hon day"".

"Oji, emda sung suong Emrdi. Lén giwong di anh".

Ho mé Im1 cuéng nhiét, cho dén Itic Miriam chot hé hdc mdm va ndi hén hén. "Em... em khong khoé". Co ta bét dau quﬁn quai. "Em khong thé duoc
nira". Mat c6 ta nham nghién lai.

"Miriam'". "Khong c6 tiéng tra 10i. "Miriam'

C6 ta ndm d6, khong biét gi niva.

Hién dtmg ddy va bét dau tinh toan. Minh da dua thir nude niy cho hang t4 phy nit, nhung mdi chi mdt an xay ra sw ¢6. Minh phai can than moi dugc.
Hén dimg canh girdng, nhin xuong c6 gdi. Han thay ngire ¢6 van phap phong nhé nhe. C9 ta con th, lay Chtia. Nhung khong the d¢ ngudi ta thiy c6 ta
trong cin ho nay. Qua nguy hiém d6i v6i hin. Han s& dt c6 ta & dau d6 dé ngudi ta dé tim thiy va dwa vao bénh vién. Hin c6 thé tin ring c6 s& khong
ndira han,

Hén mit gifm nira tiéng dé mic quan 4o cho Miriam va x6a di dau vét trong can phong. H?m mo cura va can than quan st tir phia 10i vac Miriam 1én vai,
dua c6 xuong tang dudi va dat ¢6 vao 6 t0. Gan nira dém, dudng pho vang tanh. Troi lat phat mira. Han lai xe dén cong vién Juniper Hill va khi chac
chén la khong ai nhin thay, han dua Miriam ra khoi xe, can thin dat ¢6 lén mot chicc ghe da. Han chang muon de ¢6 ¢ do, nhung khong con cach ndo
khac. Tuong lai ctia han la tat ca.

C6 mot tram dién thoai cong cong khong xa chd d6. Han chay t6i va 4nsb 911.

Jan van thirc doi Oliver vé. "Qua nira dém rdi. Pidu gi khién anh..."

"Anh xin 161, em yéu. Bon anh d& c6 mot cudc tranh Iudn dai 6 thé va chan ngiit vé van dé ngan sach, va... mdi ngudi mdi y kién khac nhau'".

"Trong anh xanh qua," Jan ndi, "anh chic mét "

"Anh hoi mét thit, emyéu a. "Oliver thira nhan"

C6 mim cudi vé goi y. Chiing minh Ién giuong di?"

Anh hon én tran ¢6. "Anh thue sir can mdt gidc ngit. Cude hop t6i nay da danh quy anh roi".

Cau chuyén duoc dang trén trang nhét ctia td Stale Journal ngay sang hom sau:

Thu ky ctia Théng dbe dugc tim thay bat tinh tai cong vién

Vao hai i sang nay, canh sat d tim thdy mot phu nit bat tinh nhén sy, tén 1 Miriam Fried-land, dang nim trén mot ghé bang trong cong vién dudi troi
nura. C6 da dugc xe clru throng dua vao bénh vién Memorial, tinh trang ctia ¢6 con dang 1a dicu tranh cai.

Khi Oliver doc méu tin d6, Peter chay sdc vio phong anh, tay ciing dang cAm mbt td béo.
"Anh doc chua?"

"Réj, kinh... kinh khing qua. Béo chi da goi t6i tAp sang nay".

"Anh cho Ia chuyén gi da xay ra?" Peter hoi.

Oliver i dau. "Toi khong biét. Toi vira goi dién dén bénh vién. C6 Ay van chura hdi tinh. Ho dang tim kiém nguyén nhan ctia tinh trang ndy va s& cho t0i
biét khi ndo 6 két qua”.

Peter nhin Oliver. "T6i hy vong rdi c6 4y s& on'".
Leslie khong dugc biét cau chuyén do, nang dang & Brazil dé mua mot kénh truyén hinh.

Dién thoai tir bénh vién dén vao ngdy homsau. "Thua thong dc, ching t6i vira két thic viée xét nghiém. Miriam bj nhidm chét Ecstasy. Co 4y da ding
nd ¢ dang long nén cang nguy hiém hon'".



"Tinh trang Miriam bay gio ra sao?"

"Chura thé két ludn. C6 4y van dang hon mé. Va c6 thé tinh ddy hodc... ", anh ta ngip ngimg, "khong bao gio tinh day nira""
"Lam on thong tin cho t6i nhé".

"T4t nhién, thira Thong déc, chéc ngi lo king'".

"Bung vay".

Oliver dang hop thi mdt c6 thu ky bude vao.

"Xin 161 ngai, c6 mdt et dién thoai clia ngai".

"T6i da bao i khong cat ngang cude hop nay co ma, Heather".

"Nighi si Davis dang & dAu day bén kia 2"

Oliver quay lai phia cir toa. "Xin 16i c4c ngai sau vai phit ching ta s& ban tiép".

Anh nhin ho ra khéi phong, Khi ctra di déng lai, anh nhic miy lén. "Cha a?"

"Oliver, c6 chuyén gi xdy ra véi c6 thu ky cua con vay?"

"Vang, diing 14 chuyén kinh khing, con..."

"Kinh khing nhur thé no?"

"ychala gia?"

"Anh biét tong y t6i mubn hoi gi".

"Todd, cha khong nghi 1a.... Con, con xin thé 1 con khong biét chuyén gi xay ra dau'".

"Ta hy vong 14 vay". Giong nghi si 1rin lai. "Anh biét tiéng don bay dén Washington nhanh thé nao khong, Oliver. D6 chi la mot thanh phd nho cta nuée
M. Chiing t6i khong muon ¢6 chuyén gi bt loi xay ra d6i v6i anh. Ching t6i d sdn sang dé chuyén chd cho anh roi. Toi rt, rat Ay m phién long néu
anh lam diéu gi ngu ngdc".

"Xin thé véi cha I con trong sach”.

"Hay c6 ging ma giir minh vay'".

"Vang, con s€...", dién thoai da dat xuéng,

Ta phai can thin hon. Khong thé dé bt ctr ci gi ngéng tré dudng di ciia minh. Anh liéc nhin ddng hd, rdi voi iy chiéc diéu khién tir xa, bét ti vi. Pang
¢6 churong trinh thoi syr. Trén méan anh 1 canh mot duong phd hoang tan, may bire turong 16 chd dan.

Mot phéng vién ni, tré, diy vé hélp dn, trang phuc nhur mt ngudi linh, tay cammicro va néi. "Cudc tin cong duge phong doan da dién ra vao lic nira
démngay hom sau, nhung du Vi bét ctr Iy do g, ching ta cting khong thé ]éy lai canh thanh binh ctia nhing ngdi lang da bi tan phé va lim séng lai sinh
mang ctia biét bao nhiéu ngurdi dan vo i da ngd xudng trong cude khing bd tan nhin ndy.

May quay cén canh Dana Evans, m)t phy nit tre trung, dang yéu, soi ndi trong chiéc 40 jacket va doi ting linh. "Moi nguoi dang d6i khat va mét moi.
biéu duy nhit ho can lic ny 1 hoa binh. Liéu n6 6 dén khong? Chi c6 thoi gian moi trd 101 duoc ching ta. Pay 1 chwong trinh phong sy ctia Dana
Evans tir Sarajevo cho dai truyén hinh WTE, Tap doan vien thong Washington Tribune". Chuong trinh chuyén sang muc thuong mai.

Dana Evans i mbt phong vién thudng trt tai nuée ngoai cia WTE. Nang ¢ riéng mot myc thoi sy vao tt ca moi ngly, va Oliver ¢ ging khong dé mat
modt chuong nang, Dana 13 mot trong nhitng phdng vién kiém phat thanh vién n6i tiéng nhat hién nay.

C0 dy trong tht tuygt voi, Oliver nghi nhur vy khong chi mot in. Lam thé quai néo mé mdt c6 gii xinh xan hip dan nhur thé lai phai c6 mit & mdt noi vi
nhu 16 ira chién tranh ay nhi?

Ban dang doc truyén Ké Hoach Hoém Hao duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chwong 7

Dana 1 con nha linh ¢6 10i, con gai ctia mdt vi dai t4 hudn huyén, cudc doi nay day mai d6. Nam 11 tudi nang da song qua 5 thanh phd 16n ctia My va 4
nuéc, tr Aberdeen cuia Maryland, phao dai Benning & Georgia, phao dai Hood Leavenworth & Kansas dén Monmounth & New Jersey. Dana tirng hoc
tap tai cac truong danh cho con gai ctia cac si quan nhur trrong Zama ¢ Nhit Ban, Chiensee ¢ Pre, Darby ¢ Yu va Buchanan ¢ Puerto Rico...

Dana 1a con mit. Bgmbé cﬁgm’mg]édémquﬁnnhﬁnvégiadinhho, ctng song trong khu trai v6i gia dinh nang. Dana sém tinh khon, vui vé va nhanh
nhen, nhung me Iai lo ling vé viéc Dana khong c6 mdt tudi tho binh thurong,

“Ctr 6 thang lai chuyén nha mot kn nhu thé nay tho that khd cho con, con yéu.” Me ning thudng noi.

Dana nhin me ngac nhién. “Tai sao hd me?”

Ctr mdi 1an 6ng bd chuyén dén don vi méi, Dana déu bi me doa. “Chiing ta lai sip don nha r6i dy.” Khong n6i ra, nhung nang rat dbi vui mimg,
Dana thich di chuyén bao nhiéu thi me ning lai ghét by nhiéu.

Khi Dana 13 tudi, me bao. “Me khong thé séng nhu céi bon du thir du thuc thé nay méi duge. Mg s€ ly hon.”

Dana hoang ht khi nghe me néi. Nang khong qua budn vé chuyén bd me ly di, nhung lai sg minh khoéng con diroc theo bé di chu du khéip noi nhur trude
nira.

“Ching ta s& song ¢ dau ha me?”

“O Claremont, California. Me da dugc sinh ta va 16n 1én tai d6. Béy 1a mot thi trAn nho xinh dep, con s€ thich cho ma xem.”

Me Dana ndi ding vé viée Claremont I mot thi trédn nho xinh dep, nhung da sai khi n6i la Dana s& thich n6. Claremont ndm dudi chin day San Gabriel &
Los Angeles County, v&i dan s khoang 33 000 nguoi. Pudng pho day nhimg dy cayxanh dang yéu. Claremont ¢6 mdt truong tiéu hoc cong Dana
ghét n6 Fim. Pang séng nhur dan du muyc phai tréi chdn & mot thi trédn nho i thé ndy, nang cam thiy gd bé ghé gdm

“Minh s& sdng & ddy méii méi ha me?”” Dana hoi.

“U, nhung sao ha con yéu?”

“Boi vi noi ddy qua nhé véi con, con thich song 6 tthanh phd 16n co.”

Vao ngly dau tién Dana di hoc, ning vé nha vai vé rét thit vong

“Chuyén gi vay ha con gai? Con khong thich trudng d6 a?”

Dana thé dai. “Truong thi n, nhung nhiéu tré con qua.”

Me phé 1én cuoi. “Thi 13 trrdng tiéu hoc mi. Va con ciing vay. Con da Ion voi ai dau.”

Dana hoc tiép & trudng trung hoc cta Claremont va tr¢ thanh phong vién bao Wolfpacket, to bao cua trrdng. Nang phat hién ra minh thich cong viée
lam bao, nhung nang van nhé cude song du myc truede day dén con cao rudt gan.

“Khi ndo con du 16n,” Dana ndi, “con s€ lai di vong quanh thé giol.”

Nizim Dana 18 tudi nang ghi tén vao trurong dai hoc McKenna ctia Claremont, khoa bao chi, va trd thanh phong vién cho t bao ctia trurdng, t Forum
Nam sau, nang da I3 bién tap cua to béo.

Céc sinh vién dén chd nang dé @ nghi nhitng chuyén dai loai nhur: “Tuan t&i, khoa bon t6 t chirc dai hoi. Dana a, ban ¢ thé dua chuyén d6 lén bao...”
“Cau lac bg td c6 cude hop vao thir ba tuln nay...”

“Ban c6 thé cho ding lai ngay tp hop ctia cau lac bo bi kick khong...”

“Ching t& can ting quy cho thur vién moi..”

Nhitng chuyén nhur vay khong bao gios hét, nhung Dana vo cing thich thi.

Nang thich duoc & cai vi tri ¢6 thé gitip do dwoc ngudi khac. Vao nidm thir hai dai hoc Dana quyét dinh s& theo nghé bao chi.



Nang ndi voi me. “Con thich di phong van nhitng ngudi quan trong trén toan thé gii, né ciing gidng nhur viée gitp ai d6 lamnén lich str.”

Hbi nién thiéu, mbi lan nhin vao grong, Dana lai cam thiy thit vong ghé gdm Qud Iin, qua @iy, qua Kp kep. Tat ca bon con gai trong trudng déuco
mot vé gi d6 xinh deip, trir nang. Minh giéng nhu mbt con viet xau xi trong mot dan thién nga. Nghi vay, Dana quyét dinh s& khong nhin vao gwong nita.
Neu cham chi soi gwong nhur i, Dana s& théy khi 14 tudi, than thé nangmmbat dAu phat trién. Nam 16 tubi nang da tro nén rét khéu goi. Khi Dana 17
tudi, cac chang trai bt dAu theo dubi nang mdt cach nghiém tic. C6 cai gi rit thoi thic & khudn mit hinh trai xoan, d6i mét md to, va nu cudi gion tan
ctia nang thi vira dang yéu vira nhu thach thirc.

Ngay tir ndm 12 tudi Dana da biét minh mudn duoe mit di sy trinh tréng nhur thé ndo. D6 s& 1 mdt dém tring sang, tht dep, trén mdt hon dao nhiét d6i
xa dat lién, voi nhitng con song vd nhé nhe vao bo va tiéng nhac ving vang, émdiu tir xa vong toi. Mot nguoi la mét, that dep trai va timg trai s€ 6m lay
em, nhin sdu vao trong mét em, thiu vao tan tim hdn em. Anh s& chi 5m iy em ma khong n6i bat ky 1i ndo, dura em téi mdt gde cdy co. Hai ngudi s&
¢6ibod quan 4o va lam tinh v6i nhau trong tiéng nhac diu dit vong dén.

Dana da mt di sy trich tr"éng tai ghé sau ctia mit chiéc xe Chevrolet, sau cudc lién hoan & truong, voi rrf)t’cau ban cting 16p, gﬁy 20, toc do tén la
Richard Dobbins, nguoi ciing lam t& Forum véi nang, Céu ta tang Dana chi€c nhan va mdt thang sau, chuyén nha téi Milwaukee cung gia dinh. Dana
khong bao gio con nghe ndi gi ve ciu ta nita.

Mot thang trude khi Iy bang B.A. mon bao chi, Dana dén toa soan ctia to bao dia phwong, t& Claremont Examiner, xin im phong vién.

Nguoi dan dng 6 ban dan sy nhin qua ban Iy lich ctia nang. “C6 da tirng lam bién tdp cua t& Forum?”

Dana cuoi nhiin nhic. “Ding vay.”

“Pugc thoi, cd may mén ddy, ching t6i dang can nguoi nén s& cho co thir.”

Dana vui mimg, nang da chudn bi sin tén mdt loat mrdc mi nang mudn dén viét bai: Nga ndy... Trung Qudc... chau Phi...

“T6i biét |1 minh s& khong duroc cir ngay 1 phéng vién thurdng trd tai nurée ngodi, nhung, sau khi...”

“Bugc, 0 s& bit diu ¢ day voi vi tri ctia mdt ngudi thyc tap. C6 s& lo cho céc bién tap vién duoc udng ca phé vao budi séang. Bon ho déu thich ca phé
dac day. Roi cd dem nhitng ban copy dén phong sap chit...”

“Dana trimg trimg nhin ong ta. “T6i khong thé...”
“C6 khong thé himsao?”’
“Toi khong thé ndi voi ong la t6i mirng nhur thé ndo khi dwoc nhin vao day.”

Tét ca moi nguoi déu khen Dana pha ca phé ngon, va 1 nguoi chay viée ctr nhét ma ho tumg co. Te"}t ca moi ngay, nang déu dén toa soan tir rit som va
lam ban véi tat ca moi nguodi. Nang luon san sang gitip do ho. Nang biét do chinh Ia cach tot nhat d€ dén dich nhanh nhat.

Vindé ka6 thang sau Dana van chi 3 mot thuc tap sinh. Nang téi gip Bill Crowell, téng bién tap.
“T6i cho 11 minh da sin sang.” Dana ndi théing thén. “Néu ong c¢6 thé giao cho toi mdt cong viée, t0i s&...”
Ong ta khong budn nging 1én nhin ¢6. “Van con chua dén lic. Ca phé ciia t6i ngudi roi day nay.”

Thé Ia khong cong bang, ho khong cho minh By mdt co hdi. Dana di doc dugc ¢ dau do modt 1oi khuyén va nang rit tin vao nd. “Néu ¢6 cai gi do chian
ban lai, hiy mic k€ n6.” Phai, s€ khong gi chan durgc ta ca, khong co gi. Nhung ta phai bat dau the nao day?

Mot budi sang, khi Dana mang ca phé di qua phong nhén tin con ving tanh, mot déi gidy dang dimn tir trong mdy ra. T md, Dana budc vao va doc no.
ASSOCIATES PRESS — CLAREMONT,

CALIFORNIA. TAI CLAREMONT, SANG

NAY, CO MOT VU BUGC PHONG DPOAN

LA BAT COC. MOT CAU BE SAU TUOI

DA Bl MOT NGUOI LA MAT MANG BIL...

Dana doc hét ban tin nhén, mét mo to. Nang hit mot hoi tht sau, ngit doan gidy d6 ra khoi may va dut vao ti. Khong ai nhin thiy.

Dana chay voi vé phong am viéc ctia Bill Crowell, thd hon hén. “Ong Crowell, sang nay ai d6 da bat coc mot cau bé & Claremont. Han hira cho cau bé

cq:éi ngya. Piu ‘,tién, cAu bé n6i thich keo. Tén bit coc da dua cau dén mdt clra hang banh keo. Nguoi chii ctra hang nhin ra cdu bé va goi canh sat, tén
bat coc da i mat.”



Bill Crowell x6n xang. “Thé ma may nhan tin lai khong c6 tin ndy. Lamsao c6 biét duoc?”

“Lic d6 toi... t6i ngiu nhién c6 nit tai ctra hanh banh keo dy. Ho dang néi vé chuyén do va...”

“Toi s& ctr phong vien dén d6 ngay.”

“Sao ong khong dé t6i di?”” Dana néi don dép. “Nguoi ctia cira hing quen t6i, 6ng Ay s& ké hét véi toi.”
Bill nhin nang mdt lic rdi dap mot cach mién cudng “Théi duge.”

Bai phong van ngudi chil cira hang banh keo ctia ning dwoc ding trén trang nhit to Claremont Examiner vao ngay hém sau da duge doc gia danh gia
cao.

“Ciing khong i Eim,” Bill Crowell n6i véi nang, “khong tdi chit no.”

“Camon.”

Khoang gan mjt tuin sau d6, Dana lai mdt minh Iin Ia t6i phong nhan tin. Lan ndy, ciing c6 mdt cau chuyén dén tir Associated Press:
PONOMA, CALIFORNIA: HUAN LUYEN

VIEN JUDO NU BAT GIU KE HIEP DAM.

Tuyét voi. Dana lai xé phan gidy d6 nhét vao tii 40 va voi vang chay dén chd Bill Crowell

“C6 ban hoc cing 16p vira m6i goi dién cho t0i,” Dana hao himg noi. “Co 4y nhin qua cira sb va thay mot phu nit dang khoa tay mot ké ¢ vé nhu mudn
cudng hiép ba ta. Toi s€ di phong van vu nay. Ong cho phép chir?”

Crowell nhin nang mot ic. “Pidi.”

Dana l4i xe dén thing Pomona phong van ngudi nit huén luyén vién kia. Cau chuyén ctia nang mot in nita lai duoc ding trén trang nhét.

Bill Crowell hoi Dana khi ning budc vao phong im viée ctia ong ta. “C6 ¢6 mubn ;a mdt ké san tin chuyén nghiép khong?””

Dana run Ién. “That 1 tuyét.” N6 bat dau roi ddy. Nang nghi. Sy nghiép ciia minh cudi ciing ciing da bat dau.

Ngay hom sau, t& Claremont Examiner dugc ban cho Tap Poan Vién Thong Washington Tribune & Washington D.C.

Khi céi tin ndty loang ra, hiu hét cac nhén vién ctia & Claremont Examiner déu th ngin than dai. S& khong tréanh khoi duge mdt cude thu hep nhén sy va
dicu do c6 nghia 14 mOt vai ngudi trong s ho s€ mat vi€c. Dana khong nghi nhu vay. Minh s& lam viéc cho Washingtin Tribune, nang nghi, va di€u suy
nghi logic tiép theo 14, tai sao minh khdng dén lam viéc tai tru s¢ chinh ctia nd?

Nang vao phong laim viéc ctia Bill Crowell. “Toi mudn di xa khoang 10 ngay.”

Ong ta nhin nang, to md. “Dana, hiu hét moi ngudi & ddy con khong dam di vao phong tim vi so khi quay lai s& mét ban lam viée. C6 khong so diéu d6
u?”?

“Tai sao 0i lai phai so? Toi I phong vién gioi nhét & day.” Nang n6i voi vé tur tin. “Toi s& di kiém cho minh mdt chd ¢ Washington Tribune.”

“C6 n6i nghiém tic dy chir?”” Ong ta nhin vé mét nang, “Phai, c6 ndi nghiém tic.” Ong ta gat dau. “Thodi dugc, c6 thir gip Matt Baker di, ong 4y la mot
trong nhitng ngudi phu trach cua Tap Poan Washington Tribune day. N6 bao gom may to bao, cac tram truyen hinh, radio va rat nhicu thir nira...”

“Matt Baker, duoc.”
Ban dang doc truyén Ké Hoach Hodn Hao duoc ti mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.
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Washington D.C 1a m0t thanh phé 16n hon Dana trdng trong. D6 I trung tim quyén Iyc ciia thé giéi. Dana thiy niing hrong trong minh nhw dang s6i lén
stng suc. "Pay mai 1a cho danh cho minh", nang sung surdng nghi.

Viéc dAu tién nang lam 1a tim dia chi Washington Tribune, 101 dén do. Tru s6 Tribune nmo dai lo ) 6, chiém tron mot khéi cao bc. N6 bao g@)m bbn
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toa nha ngt nguong nhur cham dén tan miy xanh. Dana vao bang cira chinh va tiy tin budc vao ban ciia ngudi gac méic dong phuc.
"T6i ¢6 thé gitip gi co day?"

"Toi am viée & ddy, toi im cho Tribune, t6i dén dé gip ong Matt Baker""

"C6 da co6 hen chura?"

Dana ngp nging, "Chua c... nhung..."

"Hay quay lai khi ndo c6 d4 c6 hen da nhé". Anh ta chuyén sy cht y sang mdt ddng nguoi dang dimg ding sau nang,

"Téi c6 hen voi Truéng ban diéu hanh'", mdt trong nhitng ngudi dé noi.

"Lam on cho mdt chit", ngudi gac cira bim so.

Phia sau anh ta, mdt trong nhiing chiéc thang méy md clra va nhiéu nguoi di vao. Dana tinh toén rt nhanh. Nang nhay voi vao theo, trong dau cau Chiia
1a ngurdi gac khong phat hién ra. Nguoi phu nit vao cudi cting an nit.

"Xin 16i chi," Dana ndi, "phong ctia ong Matt Baker & ting miy nhi?"

"Tang ba," chi ta nhin Dana "c6 khong deo thé kia",

"Oi, 16 dé quén n6 & nha".

Khi thang méy dén tang 3, Dana budc ra va dimg siing lai, bang hoang tru6c tht ca nhungglrrnnhthay Nang thiy vo kho1nhungngan1amv1ec xinh
xinh. C6 vé nhu phai t6i hang trdm ngin, voi hing ngan nguoi M3i ngiin ¢ mdt tim bién nho dé chirc niing ctia né. Nang hoa mit 1én boi miu séc cuia
nhing tAm bién 4y... Bién tap... Nghé thuat... Thé thao... Thong tin...

Dana chin mjt ngudi dan ong voi v di ngang, "Xin 16, cho t6i hoi phong 6ng Matt Baker ¢ dau a?"

"Ong Baker 4", anh ta chi cho nang, "di hét hanh lang ndy, phia bén phai, phong cudi cing”.

"Camon anh".

Khi Dana quay lai, nang ddm sAm vao modt vi riu ria tua tlia, 3n mic ludm thudm, dang cAmmot xép giéy t0. Co méy to0 bi tudt khoi tay Ong ta roi xuéng
san.

"Oj, t6i xin 163, t6i dang..."

"Mt miii c6 dé dau vay ha?" Nguoi dan ong quat tudng ken, cli xudng nhit miy to gidy.

"Chi 14 v0 tinh th6i ma. Pay, 61 s€ gitip 6ng. Toi..."

Dana cti xudng, va mdng nang hich vao c4i ban bén canh im dam gidy to trén d6 14 ta roi xubng,

Ngudi dan 6ng kia nhin ning day vé tirc gian. "Hay lam on thdi di cho t6i nho. C6 dimg gitip ti nita dugc khong?"
"Pugc thoi," Dana ciing thiy cau. "Toi mong sao & cai dat Washington nay khong c6 ai thé 16 nhur ong”.

N gang cao dAu, nang budc t6i phong cudi cing, bén phai hanh lang, Tam bién trén cura kinh ghi Matt Baker. Trong phong khong c6 ai. Dana budc vao
va ngdi xubng. Nang nhin khung canh kim viée tAp ndp, nhon nhip qua khung cira so.

baéy khong gidng nhur Cleremont Examiner ¢4, nang nghi. C hang nghin ngudi im viée & ddy. ¢ dau hanh lang, nguoi dan 6ng thd 16, diy rdu ria no tién
v¢ phia ning,

Khong, ong ta s& khong vao day. Ong ta dang trén duong di dau do.

Va ngudi dan 6ng do budc vao, mit dng ta tron xoe.

"Co dang lam cai chét tiét gi & day ha?"

Dana nudt khan. "Da, chic ong 2 Matt Baker". Roi nang hén hoan noi, "T6i i Dana Evans".
"T6i hoi c6 dang lam gi & day?"

"T61 Ia phong vién ctia to Claremont Examiner”.



"Sao nira?"
"Ong vira m6i mua to béo do".
"T6i 42"

"Toi... 4, ¥ t0i | tip doan mua no. Mot t& bao mua mot t&r béo ma. Pai loai thé." Dana ling bing. "D sao thi t0i ciing da dén day dé m viéc. Tat nhién,
t61 da c6 mdt cho lam & day. N6 ciing giong nhu mdt su chuyén giao, diing vy khong?"'

Ong ta van chim cham nhin nang,

"T6i c6 thé bt dau ngay tir by gidy, "Dana ndi 0 40, "khong co van dé gi ca."

Matt Baker di vé phia ban lam viéc. "Thing dién ndo cho c6 vao day?"

"T6i da nbi voi dng roi. Toi Ia phéng vién ciia Clarermont..."

"Quay vé Claremont ctia c6 di," 6ng ta gio én, "va ¢b dimg dung vao ai trén dudng nira".

Dana dimg day va néi ranh rot. "Rat cam on ong, ong Baker. Toi xin ghi nhan sy d6n tiép lich sur ctia ong". Nang hing hd budc ra khoi phong,
Matt Baker nhin theo Fic du. Thé gidi nay im vi nhén cudng thé nhi.

Dana € bude theo hanh lang khi ndly, t6i phong bién tap to nhu cai hoi trudng, noi hang trdm céc phong vién dang danh bai cia ho trén méy vi tinh. Bay
chinh 14 noi minh s& lim viéc. Quay vé Claremont di. Ong ta d4m n6i thé a! Dana gian git nghi.

Khi ngéng dAu lén, Dana thiy Matt Baker & dépg xa dang cam dau di vé phia nang, Nguoi dan ong chét tiét ny co mit khiip moi noi hay sao? Dana nép
voi vao mot ngan lam viéc, noi ong ta khong the thay nang,

Baker téi ban mjt phong vién, canh chd Dana dtmg,
"Anh ¢6 tién hanh phong vén duoc khong, Sam?"

"Khéng, t6i da t6i trung tim y t& Georgetown, va ho néi rang khong c6 ai tén nhur thé didu tri & ddy ca. Nghia 1a vo Tripp Taylor khong phéi i bénh nhan
& do.

Matt Baker néi. "Toi biét chéic chin 14 ba ta nim d6. Ho mudn ém nhem vu ndy ddy ma. Toi mudn biét tai sao ¢d ta lai phai vao vién'".
"Néu thuc su ¢ ta & do, ching ta ciing ch:flng cd cach gi dé tiép can duoc dau, Matt a".

"Anh d thir c4i tro ting hoa xua cii 4y chua?"

"Réi, nhung ciiing chéing n thua".

Dana dimg do, chd khi Matt Baker va nguoi phong vién kia di xa. Phéng vién kiéu quéi gi ma khong lim ndi mdt cude phong van nhi?
Ba muroi phiit sau, Dana budc vao trung tim y t& Georgetown. Nang toi quiy ban hoa.

"C can gi a?" Ngudi ban hang hoi.

"T6i mubn.." Nang ngap ngimg mot I, ... 50 dola tién hoa," nang gan nhu nhén manh vao con sb "50".

Khi nhdn bo hoa ngudi ban dua cho, Dana hoi. "C6 cira hang ndo quanh ddy ban phéu gidy goi hoa hay dai loai nhur thé khong nhi?"
"Cé mdt quiy ban qua tang & goc kia."

"Camonba."

Ctra hang nay ban v6 sb nhirng thir kru niém vt vanh nhu buu anh, thlep chiic mirng; nhitng dd choi ré tlen, bdng va cd; nhitng thit vat nhai cho vui, va
mdt it quan 4o Am cam. Dana mua mot chiéc phéu gidy goi hoa, mot tAm thiép chic mimg strc khoé va viét vai dong nguéch ngoac Ién trén.

Piém durng tiép theo ctia nang 1 ban chi dan nim & 16i di chinh ctia bénh vién. "Toi mang hoa dén cho ba Trip Taylor."
Neudi hudng dan Fic dau. "Khong c6 ba Trip Taylor ndo & day ca."

Dana im bo simg sot. "Thé a2 Chén quéa nhi? Nhirg thir nay 1 ctia pho Tong thong My giri dén." Nang gios c4i phéu goi hoa ra va chi cho ngudi kia
xem tam thi€p. Dong chit trén d6 ghi "Chuc chong binh phyc", véi chit ky "Athur Cannon'".



Nang thér dai. "Thé 1 t6i lai phai mang n6 v&" nang quay ngudi im b dinh di.
Ngudi huéng dan nhin nang vé nghi ngai. "Chés mot chit da"

Dana dimg lai. "Vang?"

"T6i ¢6 thé chuyén cho ba 4y."

"Xin 18i!" Dana n6i. "Pho tong thong Cannon yéu cau i phéi trao tan tay." Nang nhin anh ta. "Lam on cho t6i biét tén anh dé néu ngai c6 hi tai sao 16
con ¢o thé ndi dugc 1a ai da can trd 61",

Anh chang kia hoang, "O1, duoc, t6i ching mudn giy phién toai Bm gi. C6 ctr mang dén phong 615. Nhung giao xong 1 ¢ phéi ra ngay diy nhé"
"Puoc thoi."
Nam phitt sau, nang da ngdi n6i chuyén véi vo clia ngdi sao nhac rock ndi tiéng Tripp Taylor.

Stacy Taylor khoang 25, 26 tudi. Dana khong thé biét Stacy c6 quyén rii hay khong vi vao lic d6, khudn niit c6 ta mang vé dau dén va mét moi. Co ta
dang c6 v6i cdc nurée dé trén ban gin giwong thi Dana budc vao.

"Hoa cho..." Dana dimg lai vi qua bét ngd khi nhin thiy déng vé ngudi phu nir t9i nghiép.
"Clia ai d4y?" Loi n6i bét ra tht yéu 6t.

Dana chia tim céc ra. "Cta... ciia mdt ngudi hAm md."

C6 ta nhin Dana vé nghi ngd. "C6 c6 thé dua gilp t6i cde nude duge khong?"

"Vang, duoc a," Dana dugc g6i hoa xudng ban. "Téi con gitip duoc ba gi nita khong?"

"Cé ddy, c6 ta ndi théu thao bang d6i mdi khd héo," ¢d 6 thé dua t6i ra khoi noi chét tiét nay. Chdng t6i khong cho ai vao tham toi. Toi phat dm én vi
cir phai nhin thiy bac sivéi y ta roi".

Dana ngdi trén ghé nhur bung én. "C6 khong biét a? Toi da bi mot tai nan ¢d y."

"Bau?"

"I)}la’i. "

"Thét 14 kinh t6m," Dana ni gian, nang thiy r& i ngudi phy nit ndy d bi chong danh dép.

Bbn muroi im phtt sau, Dana da biét todn bd sur that.

Khi Dana quay lai Washington Tribune, gac ctra d ki mot nguoi khéc. "Toi ¢6 thé..."

Dana khong dé ong ta noi hét cau. "Pay khong phéi’ 16i ctia t6i". Nang hon hén n6i. "Lam on tin t6i di, t6i bi tic duong, Noi voi ong Baker I toi Ién ngay
bay gid. Ong 4y s& ndi dién 1én v6i t6i vi sy cham tré nay mét". Nang chay voi dén thang méy va 4n nit. Nguoi gac cira nhin theo nghi hodc r6i danh bam
may. "Xin chao, noi voi 6ng Baker 13 ¢c6 mit c6 gai tré..."

Thang mdy dimg lai. Tai ting 3, cc hoat dong nhu s6i dong hon ca Ioe trude. Dana dimg lai, nhin quanh, cu01 ciing ciing 43 tim thdy cai nang can tim
Tai mit ngin v6i tm bién Muc vurdn nha, nang thiy con mot ban trng, Dana chay nhur bay dén do, ngdi xubng trrde may vi tinh va bt dau dénh bai.
Cau chuyén da dugc chuén bj ki trong dau Dana trong sudt quang dudng vé nén biy gid nd tudn ra trdi chay. Nang vira in xong va dang xép chiing lai
v6i nhau thi mdt ban tay nang trich dat 1én vai,

"Co lam quai gi & day?" Matt Baker hoi.

"T6i tim mdt cong viée, dng Baker. Toi vira biét xong bai ndy, va ti nghi..."

"C6 nghi sai rdi" Baker hing hd. "C6 khong nhitng chi lén vao ddy m con chiém doat ban im viée ctia mot ngurdi khac. Nao, bay gidr ¢ mudn tyr minh
ra khoi day hay dé toi phai goi bao v&."

"Nhung..."
"Ra ngoai."
Dana bét ddy, long tur trong bi ton thuwong, nang nhét tit ca xap gidy vao tay Matt Baker roi di ra phia thang may.

Matt Baker Fic du nhur khong tin vao miit minh. Chiia oi, khong biét c6 ta 1 dang ngudi gi ma hanh dong tur tién thé. C6 mdt thimg rac ¢ dudi ban.



Matt Baker vira dinh nhét xap gidy vao d6, bong nhién, mdt dong chir dap thang vao mt ong: "Spacy Taylor, voi khu6n it bam tim va dau kho, to cao
rang c0 ta phai namwen vi ngum chdng, ngdi sao nhac rock Tripp Taylor da danh co." - M01 Jan t6i ¢6 thai, anh ta lai danh t6i. Anh ta khong mudn ¢6
" Matt doc tiép dén hét nhur chon chén tai chd. Khi 6ng ta ngimg dau lén. Dana da di miét.

Camtap gidy trong tay, Matt chay nhu bay dén thang méy, hy vong dudi kip c6 gai. Khi dén chd 1&, ong dm sim vao Dana. Nang dang dimg, dua lung
vao tuong, cho doi.

"Lam thé ndo ma c6 c6 duoc bai nay?"

Dana tra 101 that don gian. "T6i dd noi voi ong roi. Toi ki mdt phong vién'".

Matt hit mdt hoi that sau. "Quay lai phong t6i ngay."

Ho lai ngdi trong vin phong ctia Matt Baker. "C6 lam viéc duge ddy". Ong thira nhén.

"Céamon 6ng! Toi khong thé noi V61 6ng I t0i cam dong vé 101 n6i &y nhur thé ndo". Dana vui vé noi. "Toi s& la phong vién 6t nhét ma ng tumng co. RO
ong s& thiy. Piéu t6i thire sy mudn 1 lim phong vién thudng tri tai nude ngoai, nhung t6i sdn sang chd doi, tham chi b mdt nam'", "nang thiy 6ng nhurén
may, "hay c6 thé i hai".

"To Tribune thi khong c6 viée gi mdi, con day 1a danh sach nhitng ngudi cho doi".

Nang ngac nhién nhin 6ng ta. "Nhung t6i cho 1a..."

"Cho day".

Dana nhin 6ng ta cam but 1én va viét ra ta tir "cho 3" rdi chi vao n6. "Khi i mdt phéng vién cho i mot didu gi di, c6 Evans, n6 thit 16 bich, vdi ca ¢6 va
t61. C6 hiéu chi?"

"Vang, thua 6ng'.

"T6t", Gng to vé nghi ngoi modt I, rdi quyét dinh, "c da bao gid xem kénh truyén hinh WTE chura? D6 1 kénh ctia tap doan vién thong Tribune diy".
"Chura, thira ong. Toi khong n6i ring toi..."

"Co6 may ddy. C6 mdt chd trong & do. Mot ngudi viét o1 binh vira m6i xin nghi. C6 ¢6 thé thay thé chd ciia ong ta?"

"Lam gi co a?" Dana hoi, vé cing thing,

"Viét 1 binh cho cac churong trinh truyén hinh".

MEit nang fu xiu. "Viét 16 binh? Téi c6 biét gj vé..."

"Rat don gian. Nguoi m tin s& dua cho ¢ tit ca nhimng thdng tin can thiét vé doan phim s& phat trén truyén hinh. C6 chuyén nd sang tiéng Anh r6i
truyen trén may TelePromTer cho ngudi dan chuong trinh doc”.

Dana ngdi d6, king im.
"Thé ndo ha?"
"Chéng sao, nhung t6i i mdt phéng vién co ma?"

"Chung t01d3 ¢6 161 500 phong vién ¢ day, va tét‘cé bpn ho déu 14 loai ky cuu ca. Pén toa nha sb 4. Hoi ong Hawkins. Néu c6 mudn bat dau su nghiép
thi truyén hinh ciing khong ti dau". Matt Baker cam Iy dién thoai. "Téi s& goi cho ong ta".

Dana thé dai dimg ddy. "Vang, cam on 6ng, néu éng con gi..."
"Ra ngoai".

Céc studio cia kénh truyén hinh WTE chiém toan bo ting 6 ciia toa nha sb 4 trong quin thé Tribune. Tom Hawkins, ngudi phu trdch phin ban tin dém,
dua Dana vao phong lam viéc ctia ong ta.

"C6 da bao o am viée trong finh virc truyén hinh chira?"
"Chura, thua 6ng, t6i m6i chi im phong vién béo viét thoi".
"Béo viét | qua khir, chiing ta 1 hién tai. Va chi co chia mdi biét tuong lai s& 14 cai gi? Dé t6i dan ¢o di quanh ddy mdt vong'".

C6 khoang vai ta nguoi lam vi€e tai ban. Cac loai tin tire tir vai chuc to bao khac nhau dang hién Ién trén man hinh may tinh.



"Pay 1 noi ching ti nhdn tin tir tit ca c4c vimg trén toan thé gioi". Hawkins giai thich. "Toi s& quyét dinh Ay c4i gi va bo cai gi. Phong nhan syr s& cir
ngudi t6i chd can thiét dé Ay tin tirc. Céc phong vién thuong tri s& giri bai vé bing song vi ba va my transmiter (méy phat). Bén canh dich vu dién bao,
ching t6i con c6 160 kénh, cac phong vién dugc trang bi méy dién thoai di dong, mdy phat hinh. Tt ca cac churong trinh diroc b tri khit dén timg gidy.
Nhitng nguoi viét 1o binh phai Bm viéc véi cac bién tip chirong trinh dé khop thoi gian dén mirc t6i da. Trung binh mot tin ngfin chi dién ra trong khoang
mot phtt rudi dén mdt phit bén muroi m gidy”.

"C6 bao nhiéu ngudi viét 1i binh & day?" Dana hoi.

"Sau. Ri ¢d s& dugc Bm quen vai cac bién tap churong trinh, nhirmg ngurdi san xudt, cac phong vién, nguoi dan chuong trinh...". Ong ta dimg lai. Hai
ngudi, mit nam mot nit dang bude dén gin ho. "Thiéng that, vira néi vé& ngudi dan chirong trinh thi lai gip ngay Julia Brinkman va Michael Tate & day".

Julia T mdt phy ni¥ nho nhén, nét mit khé 4, t6c nhudm may hat ¢, doi mit to, xanh va sang. Mechal lai ¢ déng vé nhu mdt vén dong vién dién kinh
voi ny cuoi hit hon va nhittng ctr chi duyén dang,

"Pay 1 ngudi viét 10i binh mGi ctia chiing ta". Hawkins néi, "Donna Evanston'.

"Dana Evans chir".

"Thi gi ma cha dugce. Nao, chung ta di lam di".

Ong ta dua Dana quay vé phong. Bi qua mt phong Ién, 6ng ta hét du bao nang. "DAy L noi chiing ta chon tin. Ching dugc goi 1 nhitg vién dan.
Chiing ta phéi vao day hai lin trong ngay. Tin tirc bu01 chiéu s& duoc chuén bj | xong trong vong tir mudi hai dén mot giov chidu va tin vao ban dém thi tir

murdi dén mudi mdt gio. Khi ti ndi véi ¢d 1 t6i mudn ¢6 tin g, ¢o phai biét két hop ching voi nhing sy kién c6 lién quan khic, imsao cho cac khan
gi ctia ching ta khong chuyén kénh. Cac bién tap bang hinh s& cung cip cho ¢b céc doan bang can thiét, c6 b tri lai thanh mot kich ban va chuyén cho

A

tor.
"Da, t6i hiéu".

"P6i khi ¢6 nhitng vu scandal, chiing t6i ¢6 thé tao thanh mot chuyén myc thrdng xuyén vao mdt gios ¢b dinh”".
"Hay qua nhi". Dana ndi.

Nang khong hé biét rang vao mdt ngiy ndo d6, chinh nd, cai chuyén muc ndy, s& ctru nang thoat chét.

"T4c phim'" dAu tién ctia Dana that kinh khing. Dang I8 phéi dura tin chit dao 1én dau thi nang lai dat nd vao giita. Roi Julia phat hién ra minh doc 101 binh
ctia Michael trong khi anh ndy lai doc 161 binh ctia co.

L4t sau, vi chi nhiém chwrong trinh n6i v6i Dana. "Ong Hawkins mudn gip c6 ngay'".

Hawkins ngdi sau ban, mt tai nhot di vi tirc gian.

"T6i biét", Dana n6i nho nhe, "day ki 1i ctia toi d lim hong churong trinh.

Hawkins ngdi im king nhin nang,

Danna ¢ lai lan nita. "Tom a, toi hira, tir nay trd di ti s& am 5t hon, duroc khong?"

Ong van chdm chim nhin nang,

"S& khong bao gidy xay ra chuyén nay nita", nang nhin thing vao ong, cao giong, "vi t6i bi dubi viéc".

"Khong". Hawkins noi timg cau mot. "Thé thi qua dé cho ¢6. C6 phai lam lai, dén khi ndo né én moi thoi. Toi dang noi vé ban tin chidu nai dy. Chinh
t01 s€ kiém tra vu nay".

"Vanga"
"Tét, t6i mudn cd & ddy vao lic tim gid sang mai".

"Véng, Tom'"

"Va néu chiing ta con im viée ciing nhau, xin ¢6 goi ti ki 6ng Hawkinss cho"".

Ban tin chiéu hom sau dién ra sudn sé. Tom Hawkins ding thét. Tt ca chi I bit vao déng nhip di¢u ma thoi. Lay bang hinh... viét tin... Bm viéc véi bién
tap bang hinh... bd tri vao TelePrompter cho ngudi dan chuong trinh doc.

Tir hdm d6, moi viéc doi voi Dana trd nén nhan nha.



Budc ngodt dén véi Dana tam thing sau ngiy nang vao lamviéc cho kénh truyén hinh WTE. H6m d6, nang vira dua xong chuong trinh tin tirc bﬂuéli toi
vao miy TelePrompter lic 9 gio 45 phit va dang chuan b ra vé. Khi di vao phong quay, nang bat gip mot canh tuong cyc ky hon don. Nhur thé tat ca
déu cting mit lic nhao nhao phat biéu.

Rob Cline, chii nhi¢m chuong trinh, dang gio thét. "C6 ta ¢ chd quai nao day?"

"T6i khong biét".

"C ai nhin thiy c6 ta khong?"

"Khong".

"Anh goi dién dén nha c6 4y chua?"

"Téi chi nghe thiy tiéng may tra 10i tyr dong thoi".

"Tuyét vi chura, ching ta s& lén hinh", dng ta nhin dng hd, "trong 12 pht nira",

"Biét dau Julia gip tai nan". Michael noi. "C5 ta c6 thé chét rdi thi sao?"

"Khong thé chip nhan dug, it nhit c6 ta ciing phai goi dién chi?"

Dana budc vao. Nang néi. "Xin 1bi..."

Nguoi chit nhiém quay lai nhin ning v6i vé s6t rudt. "Cai gi?"

"Néu Julia khong dén kip, t6i c6 thé 1én hinh thay ¢6 dy".

"Quén di". Ong ta quay lai vién tro ly. "Goi dién xubng bao vé hoi xem da thiy c6 dy vao cong chua".

Anh nay cAm Iy phon. "Tulia d3 vao cong chira...? Nay, khi ndo ¢6 iy dén, bao 1én ngay nhé".

"Bao hin giit riéng mot cAu thang méy cho ¢6 ta di. Ching ta sdp 1én hinh rdi." Ong ta lai st rudt nhin ddng hd. "Con c6 bay phit chét tiét nira".

Dana ding d6, nhin ddm doéng nhon nhao.

Michael dé nghi. "T6i ¢6 thé lnh ca hai vai dwoc ma".

"Khong'", vi chii nhiém gao kén. "Chiing t6i can du ca hai nguoi & dy co.". Ong ta lai nhin dong ho. "Ba phit nita. Me kiép. Con mu Ay am cai quai quy
gi khong biet. Chung ta s€ 1én hinh trong,.."

Dana bat ddy. "Toi biét tit ca nhitng gi can doc, t6i | nguoi viét 1oi ma".

Ong ta hrdm cd. "C6 con chura trang diém, lai an mic khong ding kiéu nira"".

Mot tiéng n6i rat to tir ngudi phu trach Am thanh. "Con hai phit nita, xin vao chd cho, nhanh lén".
Michael nhin vai chay én buc, dimg trude may quay.

"Nao, vao chd di".

Dana mim cuoi voi vi chil nhiém "Xin chao 6ng Cline nhé".

Nang quay nguoi dira cira.

"Ché mdt chit da'", ong ta 6m By dau. "C6 c6 chéc 1 ¢6 minh lim duoc khong?"

"Thi cir phai liéu thoi",

"Théi dugc, t6i cling clﬁng con hra chon nao khac". Ong ta rén 1én. "Chuén bi di. Me oi, con khong nghe 101 me ma lam bac sidi cho xong'.
Dana chay voi Ién buc ding canh Michael.

"30 gidy... 20... 10... 5... "

Vi chi nhiém Véy tay, va mot hl@)ng sang do tir camera chiéu vao ho.

"Xin chao quy vi." Dana ndi trdi chay. "Xin dén chao quy vi &én vai churong trinh tin tirc ic 10 gior dém ciia kénh truyén hinh WTE. Chiing toi xin ¢ mdt



cau chuyén gy chan dong dién ra o Ha Lan. Mot vu nd tai mdt trrdng tiéu hoc & Amssterdam chiéu hom nay..."

Phén con lai ctia budi tin hom do, khong c6 gl dé ché trach.

Sang hom sau, Rob Cline dén phong lam viée ctia Dana. "Tin xAu ddy, Julia bi tai nan giao thong ti qua. Mt ¢o dy", 6ng ngap ngimg, "bi bién dang”.
"T6i xin 16i". Dana n6i, vé lo Eing. "Cé ning Fim khong?"

"Kha ning day".

"Nhung ngaty nay k¥ thuat thim my ¢ thé..."

Ong ta ic d4u. it nhit ciing khong phai i bay gio;, co dy khong thé tiép tuc cong viée ndy dugc nita".

"T6i s& dén thaim C Ay hién & dau?"

"Ho da dura c6 4y vé gia dinh & Oregon'”.

"T6i xin 161",

"C6 duoc vai thir, nhung ¢ lai mét vai thir". Ong ta chiim chi nhin nang. "Hom qua ¢6 xuét hién dugc ddy. Ching t6i s& dé co tiép tuc cho dén khi tim
duoc ngurdi mot

Dana dén tim Baker. "Ong c6 xem ban tin tdi qua khong?"

"Cd", dng JAmbam, "vi chiia ¢ nén bdi thém mdt chit son phén va dn mic cho tr t& hon'".

Dana cam thay mét hao himg, "Pugc thoi'".

Khi nang ding dinh di, Matt Baker n6i thém. "Thé 1a khong ti dau." Cau dy m tir miéng Batt ndi ra thi qua | mot 1oi khen roi.

Vao dém thir mudi 1én hinh nhur vy, vi chit nhiém Cline n6i voi Dana. "Chiing t6i gitt hdin ¢6 ¢ lai ddy. D sao, b gia ciing bao nén gitt ¢6 lai".

Dana tyr hoi khong biét bb gia ddy c6 phai la Matt Baker khong,

Sau sau thang, Dana tr¢ thanh mbt khuon mit quen thue cia truyén hinh Washington. Nang tré trung xinh dep, quyen ri va sy thong minh thi khong can
ké ra. Vao cudi nam d6, mot trong nhimg chuong trinh ctia nang ¢ day va bay gio;, chuyén phong van nhimg nguoi noi tiéng, da chlem hang dau trong s6

nhing churong trinh duoc khén gia yeu thich nhét. Nhitng cudc tro chuyén ctia nang vira than tinh, vira chan thét, va nhimg nguoi ndi tiéng von e ngai
xuat hién trrée man hinh i vi gior ddy lai tw nguyén mdi Dana phong van. Bao chi bét diu phong van chinh nang. Va Dana ciing trd thanh mdt ngudi ndi

tiéng,

Vao ban dém, Dana xem cac chuong trinh thoi su quoc té. Nang ngudng md cac phong vién thurong tr tai nude ngoai. Ho dang lam nhirng viée that
quan trong. Ho dang ghi lai lich sir, thong bao cho ca thé gioi vé nhiing sur kién quan trong dang xay ra khéip toan cau. Nang thiy minh thit vo dung,

Hop ddng hai ndm ctia Dana v6i WTE sép hét. Philip Cole, phu tréch céc phéng vién, goi nang kén.

"C6 da lam viéc rat t6t, Dana a. Chiing t6i hinh dién vi c6 day".

"Cam on 6ng, Philip".

"Ciing d dén Iic dé ching ta ban dén viée ky lai hop dong rdi. Dau tién..."

"Toi di day".

"Xin 161"

"Khi ndo hét han hop ddng t6i s& di'.

Ong ta nhin ning, td mo hét ¢&. "Tai sao ¢6 lai di? Co khong thich lam viée & day 42"

"T6i rat mudn. Toi rat mudn lim viée voi WTE, nhung t6i mudn ki mdt phéng vién thuong tri tai nude ngoai".
"Pay b mot cude séng kinh khing". Ong ta cau kinh. "Thé quai ndo ma ¢6 lai thich nd chir?"

"Bdi vi t6i da chan ngly viéc phai nghe nhitng ngudi ndi tiéng n6i vé viée ho tw ndu in ra sao. Con bao nhiéu viéc 1on lao khic dang xay ra xung quanh

ching ta, c6 bao nhiéu ngudi dang dau khé va chét choc. Thé gisi khong chi mdt méu hdng, t6i mudn cho moi ngudi thiy diéu d6". Nang hit mot hoi that
sau. ""T6i xin 104, t61 khong thé & day thémnita". Nang dimg ddy va dira ctra.



"Cho chiit, ¢6 ¢6 chéc nhitng gi minh mubn khong?"

"Dy 1 viéc ma 6 luén mong diroc im'. Dana trdm tinh dép.

"Philip ngti mot lt. "Thé c6 mudn di dau?"

Phai mdt lic sau Dana méi nhdp durgc hét thong tin tir cau hoi ciia ong. RO nang ndi that ranh rot. "Sarajevo”
Ban dang doc truyén Ké Hoach Hoon Héo duoc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full.Net.

Chwong 9

Trd thanh Théng doc qua i hip dan hon nhitng gi Oliver timg turong trong. Quyén hrc gidng nhur mdt a nhén tinh xinh dep va khéu goi, khién anh mé
dam trong vong tay nd. Mdi quyét dinh cta anh anh huéng den cude song cua hang trdm ngan nguoi ¢ ddy. Anh tré nén say me cong viée thong qua cac
dao lut, va anh hong cling nhur tiéng tim ctia anh ching méy chbc ndi 1én nhur cén. Minh dang ngbi vao chd khong phai ai ciing duoc ngbi. Oliver sung
swéng nghi. Trong dau anh ching lic ndo quén cau ndi ctia Nghi si Davis. "Dy mdi chi 1 bude dau, Oliver a, hdy di timg budc vimng chic".

Va Oliver Iubn cén than. anh c6 kha nhidu vu ap-phe, nhung tat ca déu niim trong bong tdi. Anh biét nd s& ra sao néu bi 1o ra.

Thinh thoang Oliver lai goi dién dén bénh vién hoi thiim tinh hinh Miriam

"Thura thdng ddc, c6 4y van dang bat tinh".

"Thong béo ngay cho t6i néu co gi dic bit nhé""

Mot trong nhiing trach nhiém khi anh lim thong ddc bang 14 phai t chirc nhitng bira tiéc. Quan khach ctia Oliver chil yéu I céc nha tai tro, nhing ngdi
sao thé thao va nghé thuat, cac ong bﬁl} giai tri, nhitng ngudi 6 tén tudi ¢ chinh trrong va mot loat cac vi khach danh dy khéc. Jan thit dang miét Ia mot
ba chii nha hoan hao va Oliver thich kiu ma nguoi ta cu xur véi co.

Mot hém, Jan n6i voi chdng, "Em vira n6i chuyén véi cha xong, Cha bao tudn t6i s& t chire bira tiéc tai nha riéng. Cha mudn ching minh t6i d6, ¢ vai
nguoi quan trong ma cha muon anh ggip".

Thir bay do, tai toa nha sang trong ctia Nghi si Davis ¢ Georgetown, Oliver duge bit tay v6i nhitng nhan vét ndi tiéng nhét trong giéi chinh khac &
Washington. D6 la mdt bita ti€c tuyét voi, va anh thay tu thoa mén vai chinh minh.

"Vui vé chir, Oliver?" Peter hoi.

"Toi khong thé udc didu gi hon thé. Mot bita tiée cuce ky".

"PAy, nhan ndi vé nhitng diéu ude, lai im t6i nhé hoi chéu Elisabeth nha t6i mdi sau tudi, mdt hom mit mii cir nhéin nhé nhét dinh khong chiu day méc
qu{m 40 di hoc. Betsy rat khé chiu. Con bé nhm e va hdi: "Me oi, me nghi gi thé?". Betsy bao no "Me qéc gibay gjc‘r con khong nhéin nhé nita, méc
quén 4o va di an sang nhur mot bé ngoan". The Ia Elisabeth néi. "Me o1, me s& khong duoc ban dicu wde ay". Anh thay c6 tuyét khong? Bon tré c6 thong
minh khéng co chir. Gap lai anh sau nhé, Thong doc".

Mot cap vo chéng tién vdo ctra va Nghi si Davis ra dén ho.

Vi dai sir Italia, Atilio Picone, trong nghiém trang diing voi c4i tudi sau muroi cta Ong ta. Hang Iong may den rdm khong gidu dugc nhimg nét dién hinh
cta ngudi dén dao Sicil. Ba vo, Sylva la mot trong nhirng ngurdi phu nit dep nhét ma Oliver da timg gip. Ba da timg 14 dien vién dién anh truée khi ly
Atilio va dén gio van con ndi tieng tai y. Ly do thit dé hiéu voi Oliver. Sylva c6 cap 16ng may niu, cong va rong, khuong miitt kiu Madonna, va than thé
cua than v¢ nit. Ba vo kém 6ng chong dén hai lam tu6i.

Nghi si Davis dan vg chong dai sir dén gioi thiéu voi Oliver.

"T6i rat han hanh duoc im quen véi ong ba", Oliver ndi, niit khong roi khoi Sylva.

Ba ta mim cudi. "Toi ¢6 dwoc han hanh nghe nhidu chuyén vé 6ng".

"Hy vong 1a khong c6 gi qua t&".

"Toi..."

Ong chdng cét ngang, "Nghi si Davis danh gi4 ong rat cao"".
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Oliver van nhin Sylva va néi: "0, t6i lai duoc ton lén roi".

Nghi si Davis dura ho t6i mot nhom khac. Khi quay lai, 6n gta n6i voi Oliver. "Qué Bim, thdng déc a. B ta 1 qua cdm ddy. Anh ma dong vao thi cir 1a
tan tanh sy nghi¢p".

"Oi, Todd, cha dua a, con dau co...".

"Téi ndi nghiém tic ddy. Anh c6 thé bién hai e thanh ciru dich ngay bay gio".
Cubi budi tdi hom dé, khi Sulva va chong sdp ra vé, Atilio néi véi Oliver. "That I vui duogc gip anh huong'".
"P6 [ niém han hanh cho toi".

Sylva cam Iy tay anh va néi nho. "Chiing t6i mong duroc gip lai anh".

"Poi mét ho gip nhau. "Vang'",

Va Oliver nghi, Minh phai can than mai dugc.

Hai tuin sau d6, khi dang lam viéc & Frankfort, Oliver nghe ¢6 thur ky thong bao.
"Thura thdng dbc, ngai Nghi st Davis dang & ddy va mubn gip ong".

"Nghi si Davis dang & day u?"

"Vang, ding vay".

"Moi 6ng é}{ vao. Oliver khong hiéu bd vo minh dén day lim g trong khi anh biét ring 6ng ta dang c6 mdt vu tranh cai rat cing thing & Washington vé
mot ludt thue moi. Cira bat md, ngai Nghi sibude vao. Theo sau la Peter Tager.

Nighi si Davis mim cudi va v vai chang ré. "Théng ddc a, t6i rét mimg duoc gip anh diy".
"Con ciing rat mirng dugc gip cha, Todd a". R6i quay sang Peter. "Chao anh, Peter"".

"Xin chao, Oliver".

"Hy vong 14 t6i khong lam phién anh chir?" Nghi si Davis hoi.

", khong dau, thua cha. C6 chuyén khong dna?"

Nghi si Davis nhin Peter va mim cuoi. "6, toi khong nghi anh lai hoi t6i c6 dicu gi @6 khong on, Oliver a. Thure té t6i c6 thé ndi ring moi viée dang rat 6t
dep".

Oliver nhin ca hai nguoi, trong 1ong bdi rdi. "Con khong hiéu gi ca".

"T6i ¢6 vai tin tot cho anh day, con ré a. Chiing t6i c6 thé ngdi chir?

"0, tha 16i cho con. Hai ngudi udng gi day? Ca phé? Hay Wiskey..."

"Khong, ching toi da bi kich thich di1 rdi".

Oliver lai thiy béi ri, khong hiéu didu gi da xay ra.

"T6i vira moi tir Washington dén dy. C6 mdt nhém ngudi rét ¢6 anh huéng & d6 cho ring anh xtmg dang 1 Tong théng trrong lai ciia ching ta".
Oliver cam thdy nhur mot ludng gié mat thdi qua. "Con that u?"

"Biing vdy, ly do dé t6i bay dén day 14 vi da dén lic ching ta phéi nghi t6i viéc tung ra chirong trinh king xé anh. Cudc bau cir con khong day hai nam
nira".

"Thét 1 khép thoi gian". Peter hio himg néi. "Trude khi qua vong dau tién, tit ca moi ngudi trén thé gidi s& biét duge ching ta i ai".
Nighi si Davis b sung, "Peter s& lo cho anh chién dich quang cao ndy. Anh s& sip xép moi thir. Anh biét 1 khong thé tim dugc ai tot hon Peter dau'".
Oliver nhin Peter va nng nhiét noi.

"Con biét tir u rdi".



"Déy 1 niém han hanh cta toi, chiing ta s€ con co nhiéu chuyén vui nira, Oliver 2",

Oliver quay sang Nghi si Davis. "Con hy vong i chién dich tranh cir s& khong qué ton kém'".

"Bimg lo chuyén d6. Anh phéi luon  ngwoi dén dau. Toi da thuyét phuc nhiéu ban bé dé ho nhén i tai tro cho anh”. Ong ta tura vao ghé. "Pimg cd tw
coi minh thap nhu vy, Oliver. Theo mdt di€u tra cach day khoang hai thing, anh duoc danh gia dimg thir ba trong s6 cac vi Thong doc bang lam viéc
hiéu qua nhat day. Song anh ¢4 vai diém manh ma hai nguoitr kia khong c6. Trude ddy t6i da c6 lan ndi véi anh vé chuyén nay - d6 Ia néng lye cudn hit.
N0 1a cai ma tién bac khong thé mua duoc. Ngudi ta thich anh, va ngudi ta s& bd phicu cho anh”

Oliver cang nghe cang thiy phin chan. "Khi nao thi ching ta bat dau?"

"Ching toi da bét dau", Nghi si Davis i, "chiing ta s& xdy dung mdt doi ngii chuyén vé viée quang céo va s& danh thirc céc dai biéu & tit ca cac bang
day".

"Su may min clia con c6 bao nhidu phﬁn tram hién thure?"

"Trong cude bau cir dé chon 1 g vién cta Dang, anh s& d& dang d4nh guc duoc tit ca nhitng nguoi khac. Peter ddp. "Con dén cudc tong tuyén cir,

Tong thong Norton dang con rat phong do, xtmg dang 14 dich thu dang gom ctia anh day Nhung di nhién van ¢6 diéu t6t lanh, day lai a nhlemky thu’ hai
10i, 6ng ta ¢ mudn ciing danh chiv. Phé Tong thong Cannon thi nhur mdt vét sang yéu 6t. Chi c6 mdt tia néng nho ciing du sire m 6ng ta bién mat"

Cudc gip kéo dai dén bon gitr ddng ho. Cudi cing, Nghi si Davis ndi véi Peter Tager "Peter niy, xin 16i anh ¢6 thé dé cha con t6i ndi chuyén riéng mot
chit khong?". Vang, thura ngai".

Khi 6ng ta d3 ra di va khép cira lai, Nghi si Davis bao Oliver. "T6i d3 ndi chuyén ndy voi Jan sang nay".

Oliver bong hoi hoang, "Da!".

Nghi s Davis nhin anh va mim cuoi. "N6 hanh phuc ",

Oliver thd phao nhur trit mdt ganh niing, "Con rét vui duge nghe cha ndi thé".

"T6i ciing VAy, con ré a, ti ciing rét vui. Pimg quén giit cho gia dinh minh luén & mot t6 4m. Anh hiéu y t6i mudn char?""
"Xin cha dimg lo fing vé chuyén d6. Con...".

Nighi si Davis mim cuoi. "Toi phéi lo Fing chi, Oliver. Toi khong béo anh tuyét ddi khong dugc nhéng nhit, nhung nho i dimg dé chuyén d6 bién anh
thanh thang ngoc".

Khi Todd Davis va Peter di doc theo hanh lang Toa thi chinh, Nghi sindi: '"T6i mudn anh dya ngay cho tQi 12 mdt d6i quan chuyén dung cho chién dich
van dong nay. Pimg ngai chuyén chi phi. Song song voi nd, t6i muon c6 nhitng van phong chuyén trach vé viéc nay dat tai mdt so noi trong yéu nhur New
York, Washington, Chicago va San Francisco. Cudc bau cir chon mg ctr vién Pang bét dau sau 12 thang t6i day. Hoi nghi bo phiéu con 18 théang nira.
Sau d6 thi chung ta s& chang con phai lo ling gi". Ho d tién lai gan chiéc xe, "di cing chiing t6i ra san bay, Peter".

"Oliver s& a mdt vi Tong thong tai gioi". Peter nhan xét.

Nghi si Davis git ddu. Va ta c6 no trong tay ddy. N6 s& 1 con rdi ctia ta. Ta giat ddy mdt cai, thé 1 Tong thng Hoa Ky s& nhay miia.

Ngai nghi sirit trong tii ra hdp xi ga. "Xi ga chur?"

Chién dich quang c4o cho cudc bau cur chon tmg cur vién cua Dang trén khéip nu6e My bt dau ot dep. Nghi st Davis qua khong nhin nham nguoi. )
Peter Tager la mdt trong nhitng nha sap dat chinh tri tai gioi nhat the gidi, cac to chirc ma 6ng ta sang lap ra that khong ché vao dau dugc. Trong it
moi nguoi, Tager 1 mdt ngudi chong, ngudi cha mau mure va mot con chién ngoan dao. Ong ta chiém dugc cam tinh cta nha tho Thién chia gido. Boi vi

biét diéu hanh nhitng cong viéc chinh tri, do vay Tager con c6 thé thuyet phuc duoc nhirg nguoi theo Dang tw do bo qua nhitng sw khac biét cta ho ma
ctng hop tac hanh dong. Khudn mit véi dai bang den che mdt bén miét hong gioy ddy da tré nén quen thude véi tt ca moi nguoi.

Lich Am viéc do Peter lap cho Oliver kin déic céc chuyén bay cho dén it ca cac bang ciia M§. Oliver nhin mé phét hoang, néi. "Khong... khong thé
duoc Peter".

"Anh ¢6 don phuong dc mé dau'" Peter trin an. "Chiing ta s& di chuyén bang chiéc may bay Challenger ciia b6 vo anh cho muron. Biét bao nhiéu nguoi
d® timng buoc chdn ctia anh. RAi con ¢6 t6i & bén canh anh day".

Nihi si Davis gioi thiéu Sim Lombardo vai Oliver. Lombardo 1 mdt gi dan ong to cao, Iyc hrdng, den ca vé mit hinh thirc ciing nhur tim hon. Ga rét it
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"Anh ta hoa hop thé ndo véi ching con duge?" Oliver hoi bd v khi chi con lai hai nguoi.

"Sin i ngudi chuyén giai quyét cic van dé ngang tré ching ta. D6i khi, ¢6 nhimg ké phai thém mdt ti thuyét phyc moi chiu nghe. Sim 1 nguoi gioi thuyét



phuc Em"
Oliver khong thé con nghi ngoi gi thém

Khi chién dich tranh cir Téng théng dén gin hon, Peter bét dai cho Oliver biét nhimg diéu can n6i, khi néo cin ndi, va ndi nhur thé ndo. Ong ta théy
Oliver ludn gay duoc an tuong & nhitng bang chi chot. Bén bat ky noi ndo, anh cling n6i tring nhiing di€u ngurdi ta muodn nghe.

Tai Pennsylvania: "san xuat | dong mau nong cta ca nuée. Ching ta khong duoc quén diéu d6. Chung ta s& mo cira lai céc cong xuong, va dua ca
nudc My vao guong may san xuat".

Hoan ho.

Tai California: "cong nghiép méy bay ki mot trong nhitng thé manh nhét ctia M. Khon c6 1y do gi dé mdt xuong san xudt méy bay ctia ching ta phai
dong ctra. Chung ta s€ mo lai ching'.

Hoan ho.

Tai Detroit: "Ching ta san xuat 6 16, song lai & nguoi Nhat di trude ching ta vé it cong nghé. Ching ta s& gianh lai vi tri s6 mdt nay. Detroit s& lai 1a
trung tAm 6 t6 clia ca the gioi".

Hoan hé.
Tai san bai ctia cac trurong dai hoc, anh noi vé viée cho sinh vién vay tién voi i sudt giam
Tai céc trai linh dong quanh dét mure, anh ndi vé tinh thin v dich ctia quan doi Hoa Ky.

Liic dAu Oliver con k mdt ci tén chura ndi, nhimg ké ddi nghich vi con coi thurong anh. Nhung khi chién dich di vao gudng, ti 1¢ tin nhiém di voi anh
ngay cang tang,
Trong tun d4u tién ctia thang bay, hon bén nghin dai biéu va thanh vién du khuyét ctia hang triim déng phai khéc nhau, va céc ing ctr vién, ctng don vé

dy hoi nghi ¢ Cleveland, khién thanh phd nay tran ngdp khong khi ngay hoi voi nhiing cude diéu hanh, nhig xe chéng co hoa va cac yén tiéc. Camera
truyén hinh & hdu hét céc noi trén thé giéi déu tu tap vé ddy. Peter va Simbd tri dé Oliver lubn & trong tAm ngim ctia céc phéng vien.

C6 khoéng nira t ngwoi s& 1 dbi thi cia Oliver nhung Nghi s Davis da khéo léo m viéc & hu truong dé loai bo dan timg nguoi mdt trong s6 d6. Ong
ta goi dién thoai d&n mdt s nhitng ngurdi da chiu on minh, ¢ nhitng chuyén da cach day hang chuc nam.

"pry déy a, Todd d:&y, Emma Va Suzzy thé ndoA?... Tét, t6i mudn ndi Yé cau con trai ctia cac anh, Andrewy éy. Téi lo cho hén Bm déy, Toby a. Anh
biet khong, theo v kién ctia t6i, han hoi ty do qua. Phia nam s& khong chap nhan han dau. t6i goi y voi anh thé nay nhé...

"Alfed 4, Todd déy. Roy dao nay thé nao?...

Khong gén phai camon t6i. Toi rét vui vi duge gitip duge n6 ma. Toi m]én 1n6i v6i anh vé tmg vién ctia céc anh, Jerry dy. Theo t6i hin qua hiru khuynh
day. Néu anh ting hd han, ta s& mat mién bac day, t6i thir goi y anh thé nay nhé...

"Kenneth d4y a, Todd day. Toi rat vui khi noi voi anh i cai vu nha dat Ay da giai quyét'ém thdm. Tét ca ching ta da choi mot c tht dep, ding khong?
Nhén tién, t6i nghi chiing minh nén n6i mot chit vé Staler. Tén nay yéu qua. Han bai mat. Ma minh thi khong thé ting ho mdt ngudi bai tran dugc, t6i cho
a.."

Ctr thé, cho dén khi nguoi duy nhat c6 kha nang doat vi tri img cir vién cho dang 1 Théng dbc Oliver Russell

Trong dot bo phiéu kin lin thir nhét, Oliver kiém dugc 700 phiéu: hon 200 phiéu so v6i dai dién ctia 6 bang cong nghiép phia bic, 150 phiéu so v6i sau
thang New England, 40 phicu so voi bon bang mién Nam, 180 phiéu voi hai bang trang trai, va can bang voi ba bang Thai Binh Duong.

Peter lam viéc cét l&rc dé chién dich quang cao cho O]ive,:r luép dién ra rAmrd va hiéu qua. Lan kiém phiéu cubi cung két thic, Oliver 1a ngurdi chién
thang. Anh dugc bau Ia chil tich dang Cong hoa trong tiéng vo tay vang troi.

Budce tiép thep 1a chon phé chu tich. Melvin Wicks 13 mdt sy chon lya Iy twong, C)ng la chinh khach géc California, mdt tai chui sung stic, va 1a nguoi
theo chinh kién cong hoa.

"Ho s& bé sung cho nhau', Peter ndi. "Bay gio- cong viéc chinh moi bat ddu day. Ching ta s& thun loi I6n véi s6 phiéu vira c6, 700 phiéu". S6 phiéu dai
bicu du de chiem ghe Tong thong,

Tager néi véi Oliver, "Ngudi dan mubn c6 mdt vi Tong thong tré trung .. dep trai, hai hudc mdt chit va phéi co cai nhin xa trong rong. Ho mubn anh noi

v6i ho 1 ho i dai nhur thé ndo, va ho mudn tin vao didu do... Hay dé ho thiy anh thong minh, nhung dimg qué... Néu anh tin cong d6i thit ctia minh, hiy
Jam nhur khong phai vi anh.... Bmg bao gioy coi thudng nha bao. Ctr ddi xir véi bon ndy nhur ban be, va ho s& ciing coi anh 1 ngudi ban... C6 ging tranh

moi chuyén xdm xi. Nén nh6 ring anh B mbt nguoi ctia moi ngudi".

Chién dich quang c4o van chura dimg lai. Chiéc nmay bay ctia Nghi si Davis can min chd Oliver dén Taxas trong ba ngiy, dén Massachusetts trong séu



gid. Mbi mit phit déu duoc tinh toan. C6 nhitng ngaty Oliver phai dén muroi thanh phd va doc khoang muroi bai dién van. M6i dém lai 1 mot khéch san
khéc. Khach san Drake ¢ Chicgo, St. Regis ¢ Detroit, Carlyle & New York, Place D armes ¢ New Orleans, dén ndi, cudi cling Oliver thay céindo ciing
gidng c4i ndo. Bét cir noi ndo Oliver dén, anh ciing déu diroc dén nude bing xe dan dudng ciia canh sat, dam dong va nhig ctr tri cudng nhiét.

Jan thap ting Oliver trong hiu hét cac chuyén di, va anh phéi cong nhan ¢6 | mdt ngudi tuyét voi. Jan hip dan va thong minh, dam nha béo rét thich co.
Thinh thoang, Oliver ciing doc dugc trén bao vé nhitng cudc mua ban gin ddy nhét cta Leslie: mdt td bdo & Madrid, mot tram truyén hinh & Mexico,
mot dai phét thanh & Kansas. Anh mimg cho thanh cong ciia nang, né khién anh bét di dén vat vé nhig gi anh da gy ra cho nang,

& tat ca nhitng noi Oliver i, cac phong vién chup hinh anh, phong van anh... C6 khoang hon mdt trim nhan vién phuc vu chién dich quang cao cho anh,
nhiéu ngudi trong s6 ho dén tir nhitng mién xa nhit ciia trai d4t. Cang vé cudi, ti 16 tin nhiém cang chi ra Oliver 1 nguoi dan dau. Nhung, diéu khong cho
doi a d6i thu ctia anh, pho tong thong Cannon, dang bt dau tin cong anh.

Peter thy lo Fing, "Ti Ié tin nhiém ctia Cannon dang tang, Chiing ta phai chéin 6ng 4y lai méi duoc.
Hai cudc khau chién tnre tiép trén truyén hinh gitta phé tong thng Cannon va Oliver Russell da duroc 1én lich.

"Cannon s& ni vé van dé kinh t&", Peter bao Oliver, "va d6 1a thé manh ciia 6ng 4y. Nhung ching ta s& bién ng Ay thanh tro cuoi. Dy i ké hoach ciia
toi..."

Budi tdi dién ra cude khau chién thir nhat, trudc camera truyén hin, phd Tong thong Cannon phét biéu vé van dé kinh té. "Nudc My chua bao gids ¢6
mot nén kinh té sung strc nhur hién nay. Cac nghanh cong nghiép dang nd hoa..." Ong trinh bay khoéng mudi phit, ¢ ging thuyét phyuc moi nguoi biang
dan chimg va s liéu.

Pén luot Oliver dimg trude may, anh 16}, "Thét kinh ngac. Toi chic chén ring tit ca ching ta déu hai Iong vi nén kinh té nudc nha hung thinh', anh quay
sang dbi th, "nhung ngai quén khong & cap dén mot Iy do khién cac cong ty ciia ching ta m an phét dat. D6 ma cai m ngudi ta goi mt cach hoa my
14 hiu qua cua cong nghé. Pé cho 15 rang, t6i xin dugc giai thich: hiu qua cong nghé c6 nghia a hang loat con nguoi bi sa thai dé nhudng chd cho mdy

moc. Ching ta ¢6 sb ngudi thit nghiép nhleuhonbao gidr hét. PO chinh 1 khia canh phi nhn ban trén birc tranhkmhte séng lan ma ching ta da thiy.
Toi s& khong chia sé v6i ngai ddy quan diém cho ring sy thanh cong vé& mit tai chinh quan tron hon con nguoi...'

Khi phé téng théng Cannon néi vé kinh té, Oliver ban vé khia canh con nguol, tinh cam va céc co hi

Trong bai ndi cita minh, Oliver nhur da bién phé Téng théng Cannon thnh mdt chinh khach méy moc lanh ling, chéing quan tim gi dén nguoi dan My va
cudc song cua ho.

Sau hom khau chién dau tién, ti 1& ti nhiém cta Olver vot hin 1én, dan trude ngai pho téng théng dang thuong ba diém Nhung van con mot cude do stre
nira.

Athur Cannon da durge mot bai hoe nhé doi. Tai ln do stre thi hai ndy, dng dimg trude micro va ndi "Pat nude clia ching ta | noi mi moi ngudi déu
6 nhitng co hdi nhu nhau. Nudc My 1a thanh dia cua ty do nhung the théi thi chua di. Ngudi dan chiing ta con phdi co quyén lao ddng va quyén tin
hudng thanh qua lao dong ctia minh...".

Ong ta bt chudc cai kiéu dé cao con ngudi ciia Oliver va tat ca nhirng gi mi ong ta dy dinh phat biéu cting chi nham vao chii dé d6. Nhung Peter da di
trude mot bude. Khi Cannon két thiic bai ndi ctia minh, Oliver budc kén hing hon. "That gan giii. Toi chic rang tit ca ching ta déu dang mii long trude
nhitng diéu ngai day da 161 vé nhirng canh ngb khé khan ctia nhitng ngudi thét nghiép, va, nhur ngai goi ho 1 "nhirg ngudi da quén khong n6i dén vise
chiing ta phai phai lam thé nao d€ dem lai hanh phiic cho nhing nguoi do..."

Va et nhur thé, khi pho Tong thdng Cannon ndi vé tinh cam con nguoi, Oliver chi trich 6ng ta bang cac van dé chinh tri, bing ké hoach phét trién kinh té
khién ngai phé Tong thong trd nén c¢d doc nhur mdt con nguoi lac long.

Oliver, Jan va Nghi si Davis cling &n t6i tai nha riéng ctia Nghi si & Georgetown. Ngai nghi s mim cudi voi Jan. "Cha vira xem két qua tin nhiém gin day
nhat. Cha nghi 1a con sap duoc vao trang tri lai Nha trang day".

Khudn mit Jan rang r&. "Cha ¢6 thuc sy nghi ring chiing con s& thing khong?"

"Cha d sai ]fimvé nhiéu chuyén, con gai a, nhung chura bao gio cha sai 1Am vé chinh tri. N6 da dn vao mau ctia cha rdi. Thang Mu¢i mit nay, ching ta
s€ c6 mdt Tong thong mdi, va ngurdi d6 dang ngdi canh con day".

Ban dang doc truyén Ké Hoach Hocm Héo duoc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full . Net.

Chuong 10

“Xin thét dy heng lai.”
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“Thé I ching ta d kén duong!” Dana vui vé nghi. Nang nhin Benn Alberson va Wally Newman, hai ddng s clia ning trong chuyén di ny. Benn
Alberson, phy trach san Xuat bang cho Dana, la mt ngudi dan ong rau ria day mdm, cye ky ning dong, khoang 40 tudi. Anh da lAmmojt vai chuong
trinh tin ttrc dugc xép hang nht va rit duoc vi né. Wally Newman, phu trach quay camera, m6i qua tudi 50, vira ¢ tai, vira rat nhiét tinh, luén him hé
d6n nhan nhiing cong viée dugce giao.

Dana nghi v& sy mao hiémma ho sép d6i dau. Ho s& ha canh xudng Paris rdi bay di Zagreg, Croatia va cudi cling i Sarajevo.

Trong tuan cudi & Washington, Dana d c6 mdt cudc gip g0 ngin ngiii v6i Shelley McGuire, trurong ban bién tap phan tin nurée ngoai.

“C6 can ¢6 mot chiéc xe phat song & Sarajevo dé chuyén bai ctia minh 1én vé tinh.”” Mc Guire noi. “Chiing ta khong ¢6 tram vé tinh tai d6 nén s& phi
thué ctia cong ty Yugoslavi. Néu moi viée xubn s¢, ching t6i s€ giri mdt xe dén sau. S& ¢6 nhing canh c6 phai tryc tiép c6 miit ¢ tran dia ddy. Bern
Alberson s& n6i voi ¢6 anh dy muon gi. C6 s& chon canh d€ quay va sau d6 dung phim, Am tiéng tai mjt phong thu dia phuong. Toi tang 6 hai chuyén
gia san xudt va quay phim gioi nhat ctia cong ty day. Yén tdm, khong cé chuyén gi dau.”

Dana s€ nh¢ nhur in nhitng 161 ndi lac quan do.

Murdi ngay trude khi Dana Ién dudng, Matt Baker goi dién tdi va bao nang dén vin phong gip ong ta ngay.

“Minh s€ phai dép d6.” Dana gic mdy voi mot linh camky la, “ong ta da thay ddi y dinh va s& khong cho minh di nita. Sao 6ng dy lai ¢6 thé am thé véi
minh? Minh s& ban chét ong ta ngay.”

Muoi phit sau, Dana budc vao van phong ctia Matt.

“Toi bit Ong sép n6i g roi”, nang phii dau, “nhumg nhu thé k& khong hay dau. Toi s& dil Toi da cho doi ngdy ndy tir khi con B mot dira tré. Toi hy vong
minh ¢6 thé lam duge mot viée gi cd y nghia & d6. Ong da cho t6i co hoi dé thir thach.” Nang hit mdt hoi that sau. “ Thoi duge, dng muon ndi gi day?”

Matt Baker nhin nng va néi v6i vé triu mén, “Bon voyage”.

Dana nhin 6ng ta mt cach ngac nhién. “Cai gi kia?”

“Bon voyage, tiéng Phap c6 nghiia 14 chiic chuyén di 6t nh.”

“Toi biét nd ¢6 ¥ nghia gi chir. Nhung toi... khong ngo ong lai chiic t6i...”

“T6i chiic ¢6 didu d6 vi toi da trd chuyén voi mt s6 phong vién thuong trit & nhitng nude ¢ hoan canh tuong ty. Ho cho t6i mt s6 10i khuyén dé t6i
chuyén dén co...”

Dana khong tin nbi vao tai minh nita. Ngwdi dan ong kho khan va tho 16 nay lai chiu mét thoi gian va cong stre di hoi kinh nghiém ciia nhitng phéng vién
thuong tri & nude ngoai d€ mach bao cho nang u?

“T6i... Toi khong biét cam on ong,..”

“Ping c6 lam vdy”, ong n6i nhanh, “c6 sdp di vao mdt noi chién su. Khong c6 ndi 1% dambao I c6 thé tw bao vé duge minh, boi vi bom dan thi
khong c6 mit dé tranh nhing nguoi vo to1. Nhung khi ¢6 dang ¢ gitra mdt khung canh éc liét, wong adrenaline trong ¢6 s€ dang cao. C6 ¢6 the bi kich

dong, lam nhitng diéu ngu ngde ma cd khong bao gio lrong trude duoc. Co phai chiy dén diéu nay. Pumg lang thang & nhitng dudng ph ving king,
Khong c6 mdt tin tirc giat gin ndo gi4 tri bing mang sdng clia cd ca. Mot diéu nira ...”

Nhiing 16i dain do kéo dai khoang mdt tiéng dong hd. Cubi cling, dng néi. “Thé ddy, bao trong lay minh. Néu c6 riii ro gi xay ra voi ¢, t6i sekhong thé
tu than thir cho minh durgc.”

Dana bude dén hon lén ma ong,

“Dlmg c6 lam cai trd do6 1an nira ddy”, 6ng nat nd rdi dimg ddy. “S& khdc liét ddy, Dana a. Bat ky lic ndo mudn trd vé, hily bao t6i biét, t6is& lo cho.”
“T6i s€ khong dau,” Dana ndi voi vé tur tin.

Sau ndy, nang moi biét 14 minh nhim

Chuyén bay t6i Paris khong xay ra chuyén gi. Ho ha canh ¢ san bay Charles de Gaulle, roi mdt chiéc xe nho chér h dén phong chos ctia hing Hang
Khong Croatia Airlines, tré mat 3 tiéng dong ho. 10 gio t61 hom do, miy bay dap xudng sin bay Butmir tai Sarajevo. Hanh khach duoc dua vao khu
nha bao v¢, noi ho bi nhiing nguoi gac niic quan phuc kiémtra hd chiéu. Khi Dana dira gan dén ctra, mdt nguoi dan 6ng in tit vé rat khé chiu, mic do
dan sy, chin nang lai. “HO chiéu dau?”

“To61da trinh ho ho...”

“Toi Ia dai td Gordan Divjak. HO chiéu ctia ¢6 dau?”



Dana dura cho 6ng ta hd chiéu cing v6i tim thé wu tién danh cho nha bao.

Ong nhin hrét qua. “Nha Bao ha?” rdi ngimg 1én nhin ning, c4i nhin sic nhu dao cao. “C dimg vé phia nao?”
“To1 clﬁng & bén nao ca”, Dana bat Ién tu nhién.

“Thé thi ghi chép phai can than ddy, ching ti khong nhe tay v6i gian diép dau.” Pai ta Gordan Divjak ran de trudc.
DPON CHAO BAN BEN SARAJEVO!

Chiép xe Land Rover 16 chd vét dan dang cho ho & san bay. Lai xe 1a mdt chang chi mdi qua tubi 20 mdt chit, kha vui tinh. “Toi 1 Jovan Tolj, t6i s€ lam
tai x€ cho cac vi & Sarajevo ndy.”

Jovan nhén nit ga, cho xe 1& vao qua cac khiic cua va phi nhu bay trén nhimg ph ving nhur thé dang bi san dudi.

“Xin 161", Dana thiy lo king, “tai sao ching ta phai voi vang thé?”

“La vi néu chi muén con séng sOt dé dén khach san.”

“Nhung...”

Pling lic d6, Dana nghe thiy nhitng 4m thanh rén vang nhu tiéng sén tir xa, va ¢6 vé nhur dang tién dén gan.

Tiéng dong ma ning nghe thiy d6 khong phai ki sim.

Trong bong t0i, Dana van théy dugc nhitng tda nha sat hét miit tién, nhimg céin ho khong méi, nhimg nha hing khong con cia kinh... Nang da thiy
khach san Holiday Inn & trude miit. Phia triede khach san chi con 1a mbt dong do nat. Mot cai ho sau, den si nan chinh inh trén duong vao. Chice xe lao
qua cua.

“Cho chit, day 1a khach san ctia chiing t61”, Dana kéu Ién, “Anh con phéng di dau nira?”’

“Clra trude nguy hiém lén,” Jovan néi. Anh cho xe 1€ vao mdt con dudng nho, “moi nguoi déura vao béng ctira hau.”

Mbi Dana kho lai. “O, ra thé 47”

Phong chinh ctia khach san Holiday Inn ddy nhitng ngudi dang tim tum trd chuyén. Mot ngudi dan 6ng Phap con tré trong kha hip dan, tién lai phia
Dana.

“A, chiing t6i dang cho chi day. Chi 1a Dana Evans, diing khong?”

“Ving”

“T6i la Jean Paul Hubert, phong vién ctia M6 Métropole Télévision.”

“Rét vui dugc gip anh. Day 1 Benn Albertson va Wally Newman.” May nguoi dan 6ng bét tay nhau.
“Chao mimg cac ban dén véi nhing gi con sot lai ctia mdt thanh phd dang nhanh chong bién mt.”
Nhitng nguoi khéc ciing tién dén chio ho. Timg ngwdi mot gii thiéu minh,

“Steftan Mueller, phdng vién Kabel Network.”

“Roderick Munn, BBC 2.”

“Marco Benelli, Italia I.”

“Akihiro Ishihara, TV Tokyo.”

“Juan Santos, Kénh 6, Guadalajara.”

“Chun Qian, Truyén Hinh Thurong Hai.”

Dana cam tudng nhur tit ca céc nude trén thé gidi déu giri phong vién ctia minh dén day. Man gidi thiu tuéng nhur khong bao gios hét. Cudi clng B mot
nguoi dan 6ng Nga, béo Tn, miéng né nu cuoi, dé hdp lap lanh miy cai rang vang,

“Nikolai Petrovich, Gorizont 22.”

“Cé bao nhiéu phéng vién ¢ day?”” Dana hoi Jean Paul.



“Khoang hon 250 ngudi. Khong c6 méy tran chién lai tp trung nhiéu mau cd sic nhur thé nay dau. Day 1 chuyén cong tic dau tién cia chi a?”
Giong anh ta nhur kiéu dang binh lun v& mdt trn tennis.

“Ving”

Jean Paul néi. “Néu t6i giup duoc gi thi ctr cho biét nhé.”

“Camon,” nang ngp ngimg, “thé cai gi dai ti Gordan Divjak dy 13 ai vay?”

“Chj khong can phai biét lam gi. Tt ca ching t6i déu thiy héin nhu mdt dang Gestapo ctia phia Séc, nhung khong chic Em Toi khuyén chi nén tranh xa
con ngudi do ra.”

“T61 s€ nhg.”

Mot lic sau, khi Dana da kén giuong, bdng c6 mdt tiéng nd dir doi & gan ngay do, r01 lai mot tiéng nita. Can phong rung lén ban bat. C6 cai gi d6, nhu
khong thé hinh dung duoc, nim ngoai ca phim anh. Dana thirc ca dém, nam nghe tiéng dong ctia nhitng ¢d may giét nguoi khing khiép va nhin qua cira

s nhitng luéng sang vut 1oe ngang bau troi.

Budi sang, Dana tr6 ddy, mic vao ngudi quan bo, ting linh, 40 jacket chéng dan. Nang cam th.ay khé yén tam, nhung bdng c6 tiéng ctia Matt vang lén
trong dau, “dimg coi thuong nhitng khu phb khong ngudi. Khong tin tirc gidt no bang mang song ctia ¢ dau.”

Dana, Benn va Wally giip nhau tai phong Ion ctia khéch san, ho ndi chuyén vé gia dinh. “T6i quén chura théng bao cho hai ban mbt tin mimg ctia toi.”
Wally noi. “T6i s€ ¢ chau ngoai vao thang toi.””

“Thét tuyét voi.” Dana reo Ién, rdi nang nghi, “Khong biét minh con séng duge dén lic ¢6 con 1di c6 chiu khong nhi? Théi céi gi phéi dén s& dén.”

“Toi c6 mit y twong day,” Benn n6i, “Chiing ta s& lam chuong trinh dAu tién vé ngay nhimg @i xay ra & ddy, cho thiy cudc sbng ciia con ngudibi anh
huong nhur the nao. Toi va Wally s€ di trinh sat dia diém dé ghi hinh. Con ¢6 thi di thué gior v¢ tinh, dugc khong Dana?”

“Bu,o,c.”
Jovan da doi ¢ cura, trong chiéc xe Land Rover, “Doboro Jutro, chiic budi sang t6t lanh.”
“Xin chdo, Jovan, t6i mubn dén noi ngudi ta cho thué thoi gian str dung vé tinh.”

Xe lan banh, ln dAu tién Dana c6 thé thoi mai ngim nghia Sarajevo. Nang ¢6 cam turong réng thnh phd nay khong con mjt ngdi nha ndo goi duge B
lanh Ian. Tiéng sing nhur khong bao gio ngot.
“Ho khong bao gid dirng a?”” Dana hoi.

“Ho s& dirng khi ndo hét dan.” Jovan ndi véi vé tirc gidn, “na ho thi khong bao gios hét dan ca.”

Puong ph ving tanh ving ngit, thinh thoang mi thiy mot vai gi dong tinh dap do. Tt ca cac hiéu ca phé déu dong cira. Via hé bi cay x6iky kudng,
Ho di qua toa nha Oslobodjenje.

Jovan tir hao gioi thidu. “Déy 14 toa béo ctia ching t6i, bon Séc ¢d pha hity nd, nhung khong dugc.”

Vai phit sau, ho déntmng tAm vé tinh, Jovan ndi. “T6i s€ doi chi.”

Piing sau chiéc ban d6n tiép & cira ra vao 1 mdt ong gia chimg 80 tudi. “Ong c6 n6i duge tiéng Anh khong a?” Dana hoi.

Ong gia ngude nhin nang, khinh khinh. “Téi n6i dwoc 9 thir tiéng, thira ¢6, c6 cn gl va thich n6i bing tiéng nurée nao?”

“T6i | phong vién ctia WTE, t6i mudn thug thoi gian str dung vé tinh va thuong luong vé...”

“Léntang 3.”

Tém bang trén cira viét “Tram phén phdi vé tinh Yugoslavia.” Phong chd cht ngudi, 16 nhd dimg ngdi trén nhitng thanh gb dai chong vao tudng nhur ghé.
Dana len vao gip co gai tré tai ban don tiép. “Toi a Dana Evans, phong vién ctia WTE, t6i mudn thué thoi gian str dung vé tinh.”

“Xin moi chi ngdi, va doi dén lwot minh.”

Dana nhin quanh cin phong. “Tét ca nhitng ngudi ndy ki déu dén thué thoi gian str dung vé tinh ddy u?”

C6 gai ngimg Ién nhin Dana, d4p. “Ding thé ddy.”



Phai dén gén 2 gty sau Dana moi 1é dén duroc phong cua nguoi quan ly. DO I mbt nguoi dan 6ng béo lim, phi pheo diu xi ga trén mdi, trong rit gibng
nhirmg 6ng bau phim anh Holywood khoang giira thé ky. Gigng n6i clia 6ng ta nghe rat ning, “Toi gifip duge cd cai gi day?”

“Toi o Dana Evans, phong vién truyén hinh WTE. Toi mudn thué mdt trong nhitng chiéc xe ctia ong va it trudc thoi gian dé str dung vé tinh, khoéng 30
phut thoi. Vao 6 gits séang, gior & Washington, lién tuc tit ca moi ngiy.” Nang do xét théi do ciia ong ta. “C6 vin dé gi khong a?”

“Mot thoi. Khong c6 chiée xe ndo danh cho cd bay gior ca. Tét ca déu da duoc trude rdi. Toi s& goi dién cho ¢ néu 6 ai hiy.”
Dana nhu khong tin vio tai minh. “Khéng u...? Nhung t6i can phai truyén vé vé tinh, t6i...”

“Nhitng nguoi khac ciing vay, thua co. Trtr nhitng nguoi da ¢ xe riéng ctia ho.”

Dana quay lai phong don tiép. N6 con déng hon ban ndy, chat kin nguoi.

“Minh phai lam gi chir nhi.” Nang nghi.

Ngdi vio xe, Dana néi v6i Jovan. “T6i mudn anh dua t6i di quanh thanh phd.”

Chéng trai quay lai nhin nang rdi gat gi. “Néu chi mudn.”

Chiéc xe lao di nhu bay. “Lam on di chdm lai dugc khong, t6i mudn c6 mdt chit cam nhan vé noi nay.”

Sarajevo nhur mjt thflnhphé cua thoi ky 5‘16 da, khong c6 dién, nuée va cir mdi gioy trdi qua lai ¢6 thém vai ngdi nha bi bom pha hay. Tiéng bom dan
thurong xuyén dén noi ngurdi ta khong budn dé y dén nira. Khong khi tang toc nhur bao trim lay toan thanh pho.

Hau nhur goc phd ndo ciing c6 nhig tdp ngudi; dan ong, dan ba, va tré con, dii ca, dang chia nhau nhim thirc an it 6i con giir dugc.

“Ho 14 nhirg nguoi chay tron khoi Bosnia va Croatia,” Jovan giai thich, “dang ¢b kiém Ry it tién dé mua thirc an.”

Lita chay & khéip noi. Khong c6 bong dang ctia bat ky nguoi chita chay ndo.

“Khong c6 ddi xe ciru hoa ¢ ddy a?” Dana hoi.

Jovan fic d4u. “Co, nhung khong ddm dén. Ho s& 1 nhing muc tiéu ngon lanh dbi phuong”

Lic dAu, Dana cho ring cudc chiép Bosnia va Herzegovina cting c6 mot chit y nghia nao do. Nhung chi sau mit qﬁn 0 Sarajevo, nang da nhan thiy
rang no ;hat,vé nghia, cai cudc chién tranh tuong tan nay. Khong ai co ’thé giai thich duoc nguyén do. Ai dé da nhic téi mot gido su dai hoc, von 1a mot
st gia noi ting, Ong bi thuong va dang nam di€u tri tai nha. Dana quyét dinh t6i gip ong ta.

Jovan dua ning t6i mot trong nhirng khu phé lau doi nhét cta thanh phd. Gido s Mladic Staka ngudi nho bé, toc da bac, vé hiéu biét hién 16 trén guong
mit. Ong bi thuong vao song lung va phai nam bat dong trén giuong,

“Camon cd dén tham t6i,” dng ndi, “nhing ngity ndyy khong méy ai con nghi t6i chuyén tham viéng nhau. C6 néi 1 can néi chuyén gi voi toi?”
“Véng, t0i dang im mdt churong trinh truyén hinh vé cude chién ndy.” Dana tra oi. “Nhung dé n6i 1én su thét, toi can phai hiéu né da.”

“Ly do rat don gian, ¢6 gai a. Cudc chién ndy da 1 diéu khong thé hiéu dwoc r6i. Tir hang thap ky nay, nguoi Séc, nguoi Croatia, ngudi Bosnia va Hoi
gido tirng song hoa binh bén nhau, dudi thoi Tito. Ho 1a ban be, 14 hang xém ctia nhau. Ho cung 16n 1én, cliing lam viée, cing tdi truong va lay nhau.”
“Thé con bay gid?”

“Nhitng nguoi anh em dy dang ban giét nhau. Ho da im v6i nhau nhimg viée ma t6i khong thé néi ra duoc nira.”

“Toi c6 duoc nghe mdt vai chuyen,” Dana ndi. Nhitng chuyén nang nghe duoc d6 twongnhur khong thé tin ndi: nhing hd chon ngudi tap thé, nhimg dira
tré va bop ¢0, nhitng ngurdi dan vo t0i bi llia vao nha tho roi bi thiéu song, “Bén nao bat dau trude?”’

Vi gido sur i dau. “Didu ndy con tiy thude vao viée ¢6 hoi ngwi néo. Trong chién tranh thé gi6i ln thir hai, hang trim nghin nguoi Séc, & bén phia
Allies, da bingudi Croatia gict, ¢ phia Nazs. Gio ddy, ngudi Séc dang doi no' mau. Ho bat giit con tin va rat tan bao. Hang tram birc twong ¢ Sarajevo
da sap xuong. It nhat da c6 10 000 nguoi bi chét va hon 60 000 bi thurong. Nhitng ngroi Bosnia va Hoi gido ciing phai chiu trach nhiém vi ho da tham
gia vao viée tra tan va ban giét. Roi tat ca nhing nguoi cam ghet chicn tranh cting budce phai lao vao cude. Nguoi ta khong con biét tin vao cai gi nita.
biéu duy nhat ma ho con 1a 1ong han thy, 13 nhitng dam lta 16n dang lién tuc chay, ma nhién liéu ctia né 1a xac nhitng ngudi dan vo t0i.”

Khi Dana quay vé khach san, chiéu hom d6, Benn Alberson dang chd néng, n6i rang ho da c6 mot chiée xe phat song va thoi gian i 6 gior chidu mai.
“T6i da tim duge mot chd Iy trdng dé ching ta ghi hinh.” Wally Newman n6i. “D6 1 khu quang truong voi mot nha tho Thién Chua gido, mot nha tho
Hoi gido, mot nha tho Tin Lanh va mot gido dudng Do Thai. Tat nhién, riéng biét nhau. Tat ca déu da bi danh bom €5 ¢6 thé viet rang ngay co bi hiy
diét 12 nhur nhau, va d6 ciling Ia diéu hoan toan c6 kha ning xay ra doi véi nhiing ngudi dan song & day, nhitng ngudi khong hé don chao chién tranh



nhung dang phai chiu dung no.”

Dana git dAu, vui mimg “Tuyét voi. S& gap lai nhau vao budi t6i. Toi phai di im viée ddy,” rdi nang chay vé& phong,

Pung 6 giov t6i hom sau, Dana, Wally va Benn ty hop tai quang truong Benn da noi dén hom trude. Wally dat carera trén chiéc gid 3 chén, con Benn thi
dang doi tin hiéu nhan ttr Washington. Tiéng sing ¢ dau do van doi toi. Dana mirng vi trén minh dang khoac chiée 4o chong dan. “Chéng viéc gi phai so.
Ho s& khong ban chiing ta. Ho dang ban nhau co ma. Ho can ching ta dé ndi cho thé gidi biet vé cau chuyén cua hg.”

Dana nhin thiy wally vy tay. Nang hit mot hoi that sdu, nhin vao dng kinh camera, va bit dau. “Nhirng ngdi nha th bj tring bom ma céc ban nhin thay &
sau lung t6i 1 hinh anh tiéu bi€u cho nhiing gi dang dién ra tai dat nude nay. Khdng con mdt birc tudng nao nguyén ven dé che chd cho con ngudi &
day, khong con mot chon an toan. Chi moi dy thdi, ho con dén  xung t0i tai nha tho cua ton gido minh. Nhung gio ddy, qua khir, hién tai va twong lai
nhu dang hoa quyén vao nhau va...” Bing lic d6, Dana nghe thiy tiéng rit cia mdt vién dan. Nang ngimng lén va thiy dau ctia Wally v ra, loang loang
do, chic [a mot thu thuat ctia 4nh sang ddy ma, nhung khi nhin lai, nang thiy than hinh to 16n ctia 6ng d6 sap xubng via hé. Dana lanh toat ngudi, khong

thé tin vao mit minh. Tiéng la Am 7 vang lén.

Tleng sting mdi e cang nd gin hon va Dana bt dau run riy nhu khong the kiém sot duoc ban than. C6 nhing canh tay tim Jdy nang va ddy ning nim
xuong Nang gdy dua, dam dap ho, c6 ging giai thoat minh. Khong, phai vé thoi. Ching ta khong can phéi ton du chi 10 phit nira ¢ ddy... Cing chang
can gi nita. That i sai lam khi ctr phai ing phi strc e, tinh thin va ca tinh mang nita & déy. Bimg mo nira, c6 bé ngdc nghéch a. Nhimng dira tré &
Trung Quoc dang chét doi kia. May nghi miy 1 Chia Troi chac. Nay, d€ ta noi cho may biét dieu nay. May la mjt con d6 hoi. Mot Chia Troi khong
bao gio, khong bao gio, khong bao gio dé cho dau ctia Wally vo toang ra thé kia. Wally dang cho dira chau ngoai cua 6ng ay ra doi. May c6 nghe thay
gi khong? Ha? Co nghe thay gi khong?

Dana dang trong 1 ¢t sdc khing khiép. Nang khong hé biét ring minh da dugc dua qua dudng dé trd lai xe.

Khi md nit, nang thiy minh ndm trén girdong. Benn va Jean Paul dang bén.

Dana nhin ho. “Da xéy ra rdi phai khong?”” Nang nhim cht nit lai.

“To6i xin 161, Jean Paul noi. “That khing khiép khi phéi tin mét chimg kién. C6 thit may méin vi da sbng sot.

Chudng dién thoai vang Ién. Benn cdm mdy. “Xin Chio.” Anh nghe mdt lat. “Véng c6 ddy.” Anh quay sang Dana. “Matt Baker ddy. C6 c6 ndi chuyén
dugc voi 6ng ta khong?”

“Pugc,” Dana budc xubng, di vé phia dién thoai. “Xin chao,” c6 hong nang khd khdc, rat kho phat am
Giong Matt Baker day vé lo ling. “T6i mudn c6 vé ngay, Dana.”

Tiéng Dana gi& chi nhu nhitng 10i thi thAm. “Vang t6i mudn vé nha.”

“To6i s& sdp dat cho c6 chuyén bay dau tién roi khoi do.”

“Xin cam on.” Nang n6i roi dt may.

Jean Paul va Benn gitip néng ngdi xudng girdng,

“T6i xin 161, Jean Paul ndi, “moi nguoi déu khong biét ndi gi...”

Nudc mt trao ra, kin xudng ma Dana. “Tai sao ho lai giét Wally? Ong dy ¢6 bao gidr hai ai dau. Chuyén gi dang xay ra ¢ day? Con ngudi bi bin giét
nhu stic vat ma khong ai quan tim Khong ai quan tam!”

Benn ndi, “Dana, chiing ta khong thé lam gi lic ny vé viée...”

A

“Phai c6 chir,” giong Dana chot trao lén ndi tire gian. “Chaung ta phai lam cho ho quan tim Cude chién nay khong chi phé hity nha tho, phé X4, truong
hoc... mé n6 con giét hai bao nhiéu con nguoi, nhimg con ngudi hoan toan vo t9i. Ching ta can phai ké lai cau chuyén ndy. D6 1a cach t6 cao duy nlnt
dé thé gi¢i biét va 1én 4n nd.” Nang quay vé phia Benn va hit mot hoi that sau. “T6i s& & lai, Benn a. Toi s& khong dé bét ky ai nghi ring t6i chay trén.”
Anh nhin nang, vé lo Eing. “Dana, ¢6 ¢6 chic 1 minh...”

“Toi chéc. Toi biét bay i minh phai im gi roi. Anh c6 thé goi dién cho Matt va bao 6ng 4y ding sép lich bay cho toi nita.”

“Néu nhu d6 1 diéu ¢o thue sy mudn.”

“P6 I didu thye sy t6i mudn.” Nang nhin Benn rdi khoi phong,

Jean Paul néi. “C6 [ t6i nén di dé chi...”

“Khong,” trong phiit chdc, Dana lai nhé t6i cai dau ciia Wally vy ra ddy méu va than hinh 6ng d6 xudng dét. “Khong,” nang n6i, nhin Jean Paul “lim on &
lai, t0i cAn c6 anh.”



Jean Paul ngdi bén girong, va Dana kéo Anh lai gin minh hon.

Séang hom sau, Dana n6i voi Benn. “Anh c6 thé kién duge mdt nguoi quay camera khong? Jean Paul ndi vai t6i vé mdt ¢6 nhi vién & Kosovo vira moi bi
némbom. T6i muon dén d6 1am chuong trinh.”

“Toi s& cd timra ai d.”

“Cém on anh. Toi s& dén trudc va gap anh & d6.”

“Cén thin ddy.”

“Dimg lo.”

Jovan doi ning & cira. “Ching ta s& dén Kosovo.” Dana ni voi anh chang l4i xe.

Jovan quay hn lai nhin nang, “Nguy hiém Eim, thira ¢. Con dudng duy nhat dén d6 phai qua mdt canh rimg va...”
“Ching ta s& clng nhau chia sé rtii ro, Jovan. S& on thoi.”

“Néu ¢6 mubn.”

Ho bang qua thanh phd, va khoang 15 phut sau thi dén mdt canh rimg kha rim

“Con khoang bao xa nira?”’

“Khong xa nita dau. Ching ta chi nén ¢ d6 trong...”

Pung ltc d6, chiéc Land Rover roi vao bai min.
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Ngay bau cir cang dén gin, cudce dua tranh chiée nghé Tong théng cang 4c liét.

- Ching ta théing & Ohio 1i - Peter Tager n6i, "tai d6 ching ta duoc 21 phiéu dai biéu.

Tai Alabama ciing 6n, 9 phiéu. Florida, ching ta dugc 25 phiéu. 6ng ta hua hua bang tong két,
Tllinois 22 phiéu... New York 38, va Califomia 44 phiéu. Thuc ra thi thé ciing chua phai i nhiéu.."
Moi ngudi déu lo king, trir Nghi s Davis. "T6i c6 mdt cai mii thinh" - ching ta s& théing,

Tai bénh vién Frankfort, Minam Frilandan dang trong tinh trang hon mé.

Vo ngiy bau ctr, thir ba dau tién ctia thing Muoi mot? Leslie ¢ nha mdt minh ngdi xem tivi.

Ollver Russell da kiém duroc hon hai tri¢u phiéu thuong va da s6 phiéu dai biéu. Anh ta da trd thanh Tong thdng ctia mrdc My. mdt trong nhitng con
ngudi quyen hue nhat trén the gioi.

Khong ai theo doi cudc chay dua vio Nha Tring ky ndy st sao hon Leslie Stewart Charmbers. Mic dii ning luon ban ron v6i viée xdy dung dé ché cta
minh va lién tuc mua ban nhirng to& bao mdi, nhitng tram truyén hinh, phat thanh trén khap mrdc My, ciing nhu ca nurde Anh, hay chiu 4 va brazil..

- ltic ndo thi ba mdi thy 1 di1 ? - Tong bién tap ciia nang, ba Daml Solana hoi.
- "Sap rdi, sép roi ma",
Chi con mot budc nita ma nang phai di: va cai bude cudi cliing d6 da dén véi nang vao mot bita tiée ti & Scottsdale.

Mot vi khach noi.
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- "T6i nghe ndi margaretportman sap li di.

Margaret I chii ctia Tap doan Vién thong Washington Tribune.

Leslie khong n6i gi vao lic d6, nhung sang hdm sau, nang goi dién cho Chad Morton, mdt trong nhitng luat sur cua minh.
- "T6i mudn anh tim hiéu xem c¢6 ding 12 Washington Tribune dang rao ban khong ?.

Céu tra o1 dén ngay vao ngay homsau

- "Toi khong hi¢u tai sao ba biét tin iy, ba Charmbers, nhung ¢ vé nhur b n6i ding déy Ba Portman va chong vira li dj trong im Eing, HO dang chia tai
san. Toi nghi a Tribune sap bi rao ban day".

- "T61 muon mua no".

Ba dang n6i dén mdt vu dong trdi day Tap doan WTE nay khong chi bao gdmmdt hé thong béo va tap chi mé con ca mt dai truyén hinh lién mang,

va...".

- "T6i van muén mua"",

Budi chiéu hom dé, Leslie va Chad Morton Ién duong dén Washington, D.C.

Leslie goi dién cho Margaret Portman, ngudi ma nang da giao thiép tir miy nim nay
- "T61 dang & Washington", Leslie noi, "va toi..".

- Toi biét.

dung 14 bire vach c6 tai, Leslie nghi.

- "T6i nghe noi chi ¢d y dinh ban Tribune.?

- ¢6 the.

- Khong biét liéu chi c6 ¥ dinh gat lai phan béo chi cho t6i khong 2"

- C6 quan tim dén viéc nay ha, Leslie 2"

-COthé. .

Margaret hoi Matt Baker.

- Anh c6 biét gi vé Leslie Chambers khong 2.

- "Nang cong chua tuyét day".

- CO 4y s& dén day trong vai phiit nira. Toi mudn anh dura c6 Ay di xem phan bao chi'.
Tét ca moi ngudi trong Tribune da biét 1 Tap doan ctia ho sép bi ban.

- Thét 1 sai im néu ban Trlbune cho Leslie Chambers""

Matt Baker kéu lén.

- Tai sao anh lai n6i thé 2"

- dAu tién, 16i khong chic 11 ba ta ¢ hiéu biét gi vé viée kinh doanh béo chi. Ba c6 biét Leslie Chambes da im gi v6i nhiing t bao dy uy tin i ba ta
mua ve khong ? Bién ching thanh nhiing to 14 céiré tién. Ba ta s€ huy di¢t Tribune. Ba ta s€...",

ong dung lai. Leshe Chambers dang ding ¢ ctra, im lang.
Margaret x0i 161

- O Leslie, duoc gip ¢b toi vui qua

- déy la Matt Baker, Tong bién tap ctia Tnbune.

HO cho nhau bang cai nhin lanh gia.



- "Matt s€ dua c6 di xemmdt vong'".

- Téi cling dang cho viée do.

Matt Baker thé dai . "Thoi dugc, chung ta dinao".

MO dau cho chuyén thim thi, Matt Baker lanh fing giéi thiéu

- "Céu tric ctia chung t6i nhur thé nay: cao nhit i Tong bién tap...".
- La 6ng déy phai khong, 6ng Baker ?""

- Phaj Dudi t6i 1 hai ngudi phu trach, mdt vé kinh doanh va mot vé nhén syr. dudi nita la cac Truéng Ban bién tap vé cac muc nhu : Thé Thao, Van
Hoéa, Cudc Song, Kinh doanh. Du Lich, v..vv... T6i da bét di mdt s6 muc khong can thiét am'".

"Tuyét voi qua. Thé WTE nay c6 bao nhiéu nhan vién ?".
Khoang trén nim nghin".
HO di qua mdt ban lam viéc.

- dAy 14 noi c4c tin tirc duoc trinh bay 1én bao. Nguoi kia phu trach viée dit tranh anh nhur thé nido cho phi hop va tin ndo s& kn trang ndo. Ban nay hm
viéc viet tra d€ cho cac tin.

- Hay qua.

- Ba c6 mudn xem qua xudng in khong ?

- 0 ¢6 chir, t6i mudn xem tit ca.

Matt cam thiy déing déing trong c6 hong. "T6i xin 16i 1",
- T6i ndi 14 t6i mubn xem.

HO di thang may xubng va dél} mdt tod nha khéc. Xuong in tong thé chimg bang khoang bbn cai san bong da. Tét c4 moi thir trong khoang khong vi dai
nay déu duoc tu dong hod. CO 30 r6-bdt dang lam viée. ching vac nhitng cudn gidy to tudng va x€p vao nhitng tram quanh do.

Baker giai thich.

- Mbi mdt cudn gidy ndy niing khoang 2 tAn. Néu trai ra, n6 dai khoang tam dim Nhing cudn gidy nay duoc dua vao méy in véi vin toe khoang 21
dam mdt gio. Mot con 16-bot 16n c6 the mang duoc nmurdi sdu cudn mot k.

C6 SAU may in & d6; mbi bén ba cai Leslie va Matt Baker dimg ¢ gilta, nhin nhiing t6 bao tudn tir trong may in ra, dugc cat, dugc déng vao véi nhau,
duoc bo lai 161 duge bo vao nhiing cai thing va cudi cung 1a duge chuyén tdi cac xe tai dang chod dé chd chung di.

- Trude kia, ching toi phai diing t6i ba muroi ngudi dé 1am nhimg viée ma bay gio chi cin mdt nguodi im''. Matt néi. "Thoi dai clia cong nghé ma",
Leslie nhin 6ng mot lic.

- Thoi dai ctia hdu qua cong nghé.

- Toi khong biét ba c6 thure sy quan tim dén tinh hinh kinh t& ctia cong nghiép béo chi khong?"

Matt Baker hoi mit cach khd khan.

- ¢6 thé ba da nghe Iut sur hay ké toan cua ba noi..".

- Toi thure sy quan tam, thua 6ng Baker. Ngan sach in 4n ctia t& bao nay | 15 tnéu do la. Lurong 4n ban hang ngdy ctia cic ong 1 816 ngan, 474 ngan,
1 triéu, 140 ngan, 498 ngan vao chi nhat, va wong quang cao cta cac ong 1a 68,2 phan tram'".

Matt nhin nang ngac nhién.
- Néu tinh ¢ viéc & hitu toan bo day chuyén bao chi, thi krong 4n ban ctia cc 6ng mbi ngay la trén hai triéu, va hai triéu tr viao chii nhét.

- Tat nhién, Tribune chua phai I & bao 16n nhét thé gidi, phéi khong dng Baker ? Hai o chiém gitt vi trf d6 déu duoc in tai London. To Sun, voi lrgng
an ban mdt ngay 14 bon triéu. TO Daily Mirror, hon ba triéu.



Matt ngd ngang, dng hit mdt hoi thit sau
- Toi xin 16, t6i khong ngd 1 ba.....

Tai Nhat Ban c6 trén 200 to nht bao ra mbi ngy, bao gdm Asahi Shimbun, Mainchi Shimbun, v Yomiun Shimbun, ng c6 nghe t6i ndi khong, ong
Baker ?".

- ¢6 thura ba, t6i xin 161 vi da c6 thai do khong thién chi.

- dong y, ong Baker, by gio ching ta quay lai véi ba Margaret Portman chir 2.

Budi sang hom sau, Leslie d6i nit voi Margaret Portrman va khoang nira ta luat su trong phong hop ctia Tribune.
- Nao, ching ta s& ban vé van dé gi4 ca.

Leslie n6i. Cudc thao luan dién ra trong khoang bon tiéng, cudi cing, Leslie d4 1 chii m6i ctia WTE.
Tép doan nay dét hon i nang nghi. Nhung d6 chéng phai I vén dé.

Con c6 nhig diéu quan trong hon thé.

Sau hdm do, Leslie cho goi Matt Baker Ién phong lam viéc ctia nang.

- 6ng co du dinh gi khong ?- Nang hoi.

- Toi se di.

Nang nhin 6ng mdt cach to mo. "Taisao ?".

- Ba ciing c6 chit tai tiéng ddy Ngudi ta khong thich lim viéc cho b, ngudi ta néi ba thurong bién nhitng td béo ¢6 uy tin thanh nhitng & 14 cai chi ding
tin chd can xe !

- ong Am viée & ddy da bao 1u di 2.

- Mur6i im nam

- va bay gt ong sin sang viit bo tit ca u 2.

- Téi khong virt bo cai gi hét. Chi ...

- Nghe t6i n6i day Toi ciing nghi Tribune 1 mdt t& béo t6t, nhung t6i con mudn né thanh mdt t& béo vi dai co. ong ¢ thé gitip t6i duoc khong?
- Khong, t6i khong thé...

- Séu thang, Hay thir lim viée & day vai t6i trong sau thang. Chiing ta s& bét du bang viéc tang hrong ong 1én gép doi hién nay.
Matt nhin nang mot lic liu. Tré trung, xinh dep va thong minh. Nhung... ong van c6 cam gidc 1 khong thich nang.

- .. Thé ai s& lanh dao & day ?".

Leslie mim cuoi

- ong timg a Tong bién tap ctia Tribune, biy gioy ciing van vdy thoi.

Va 6ng tin ning,
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ba sau thang tr6i qua ké tir ngiy chiéc Land Rover cua Dana b roi vao bai min. Tht la mot ¢ nh¢ doj Nang thoat chét va khong bi gi ndng hon ngoai
mot chiéc xurong sudn gy, ¢b tay sai khdp, nhitng vét bam tim va mdt chit chén dong, Jovan bi gily mot chén, bi rach vai chd khong ning im va ciing
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day nhing vét bam tim. Matt Baker goi dién cho Dana ngay démh6mdo va ra Iénh cho nang lp tre quay v?: Washington. Nhung tai nan nay khién .
Dana quyét tam ¢ lai hon gio hét. "Moi nguoi ¢ day dang that vong'", nang ndi véi Ong, "t6i khong thé chay tron nhur theé dugc. Néu 6ng bude t6i phai ve,
thi sau d6 t6i cling bo viéc".

"Co ra didu kién v6i toi ddy han?".

"Phai".

"Thé thi dé t6i cho ¢ biét diéu ndy nhé. Toi chura timg dé ai ra diéu kién véi toi dau, c6 hiéu khong?""

Dana khong noi gi.

"C6 ngii thé ndo néu t6i cho c6 mdt cai gidy phép vang mit?"

"T6i khong can céi gidy do", ning nghe tiéng dng thé dai trong may

"Théi dugc, ctr & do, Dana, nhung,..".

"Vang?"

"Hira véi ti i ¢6 s& can than'".

Tir cira s khéch san, Dana c6 thé nghe thy tiéng nhac ciia nhitng ¢ méy chét choc, nang ndi "Vang, t6i hira".

Subt dém do, thanh phd phi chiu mbt cude tn cong khiing khiép. Dana khong tai ndo ngi dugc. M&i mbt tiéng phéo nd ¢ nghia | mdt ngdi nha sip
xuong, [a mot gia dinh tan nat, ké mat nguoi con...

Séang sém hom sau, Dana ciing nhom ctia minh xudng duong, sin sang Ién hinh. Benn ch cho tiéng phéo va sting b6t di, gt dau véi Dana "Muoi gidy

nira".
"San sang", ning ndi
Benn nhin nitt, Dana quay nhin déng d6 nat sau kg rdi dbi mit voi camera

"Péy B mot thanh phd dang dn bién mit khoi mit dat. Khong ¢6 dién, thanh phd nay khong con con mit... Céc tram truyén hinh va phit thanh bi dong
ctra, thanh pho nay mit tai... Toan bd hé thong giao thong cong cong khdng con nita, the 1a nd mit not chan...".

dng kinh camera chuyén dich theo 1 nang néi Con nguyén ven du vét d6 nat, va moéi tinh khoi
"Va & mot cudc séng Kkhéc, bon tré van choi dua, tiéng cudi hon nhién cta chiing van vang Ién".

Tiéng phéo kich nghe c6 vé gan hon. Coi bao dong dot nhién i én. Nhirg ngudi qua lai trén duong phd phia sau Dana van cam cii di nhu ching hé
nghe thay gi.

"am thanh mé& c4c ban vira nghe thiy 14 cdi bao dong bao cho ngudi ta phai chay di tim chd tri 4n. Nhung nhitng nguoi dan ctia thanh phd Sarajevo niy
khong con timndi chd ndo kha di an toan nita, nén ho danh cir tiép tuc di trong im king. Nhitng nguoi c6 thé, da chay trén khoi dat murde cta minh, tir
bd nha cira va tai san. Nhitng nguoi & lai thi chét dan. Mot sy Iyra chon dau long, Ciing ¢ phong phanh nhitng 161 don dai vé hoa binh. Cé qua nhiéu loi
don nhung lai ¢6 qua i hoa binh. Li¢u hoa binh c6 that sur den day khong? Va néu dén thi khi nad Liéu tré em ¢ duoc ra khoi ham dé 1én mit dat choi
duia khong? Khong ai biet dugc cau tré 101 Ho chi co the hy vong. Pay la Dan Evans, chuong trinh lam tir Sarajevo cho WTE".

Nt do trén camera tit.

"Chiing ta di khéi day thoi", Benn noi

Anday Casarez, ngudi quay camera mdi ctia ho voi vang thu xép dd nghé.

Mot ciu bé dimg & bén kia dudng nhin Dana chim chdm. Cu méic bd quan 4o réch ru6i va di doi gidy ha mdm. Doi mét ndu rit sang trén khuon mit
nhemnhudc. Canh tay phai ctia cau bé khong con nita

Dana théy cau bé cir cham chi nhin minh, bén mim curoi chao "Xin chao".

Khéng cé cau tra 10i Dana quay lai phia Benn. "Chung ta di thoi".

M6t vai phiit sau, ho da 1én dudng trd vé khéch san Holyday Inn.

Khach san day chét nha béo ctia cac hing thong tin, phat thanh va truyén hinh & khéip quic gia trén thé gidi hoi tu lai va tao nén mdt gia dinh Ion. Ho &

nhitng nuée d6i lap nhau vé mit chinh tri, nhung trong hoan canh nguy hiém nay, ho ciing chia sé¢ véi nhau moi thir va sin sang gitp do An nhay Ho ciing
viet nhiing bai vé chién sur xdy ra



C6 mot tran phao kich & Motenegro..

C6 mot trin danh bom & Vukovar...

Mot bénh vién & Petrovo Selo bi pha huy...

Jean Paul d3 ra di Anh phai thuyén chuyén t6i mot noi khac va Dana nhd anh dén se sit.

Mét budi sang, khi Dana roi khach san, cdu bé hém no ning nhin thiy dang dimg ¢ bén duong. Jovan mo ctra chiée xe Land Rover m6i cho Dana "Xin
chao chi'.

"Xin chao", ciu bé van dung d6, nhin nhu dan vao Dana Nang lai gﬁn cau bé, "xin chao".
Van khong ¢6 cau tra 161 Dana quay sang hoi Jovan. "N6i xin chao bing ngdn ngit ¢ ddy nhur thé nao"
Cau bé con dap ludn, "Dobro, Jutro".

Dana quay lai cau ta "Vay I chau hiéu tiéng Anh?"

"C6 thé",

"Thé tén chau i gi?"

"Kemal".

"Chau bao nhiéu tudi ha Kemal?"

C4u bé chay bién di

"Chic nd so ngudi 2", Jovan noi

Dana nhin theo cdu bé, "To1 khong trach nd. Vi diing toi la nguoi la".

Bbn tiéng sau, khi chiéc Land Rover quay lai khach san. Kemal dang dung doiho & 16ira vao
Cho Dana ra khoi xe, cau ndi, "Muoi hai'.

"Céi gl co?" Roi néng sy nhd ra, "0". Cau bé hoi coi so voi tudj Nang nhin bén tay phéi khong con nita ctia cau bé va dinh hoi, nhung kip dimg lai
"Chau song ¢ dau, Kemal? C6 dua chau vé nha nhé". Cau bé lai bo chay

Jovan n6i "Thing bé nay dtng 1a khong duoc day dd".
Dana néi nho, 'C6 thé diéu d6 da mit di cling voi canh tay no!"

Budi t6i hom do, tai phong an tdi ciia khach san, cac phong vién ban tin vé tin don mot lénh ngimg béan. "Cudi cing thi Lién hiép qudc ciing tham gia
vao", Gabrella Orsi ndi

"Vira dung lic déy”.

"Néu ma anh hoi t6i, thi i qua muon roi".

"Khong bao gio 1a qua mudn ca". Dana no6i nho.

Budi séing hom sau, ¢6 hai thong tin dén theo dwong dién béo Tin thir nhat noi v& mot thod wée hoa binh ctia hai bén c6 sur chimg kién clia Hoa Ky va
Lién hi¢p quoc. Tin thir hai thong bao rang, Oslobodjenje, to bao ctia Sarajevo, da tring bom va bi xoa s6 khoi mit dat. "Cac to bao ¢ Washington
dang ha hé voi tin thod ude hoa binh, vay thi ching ta s& lam chuong trinh Oslobodjenje". Dana n6i voi Benn.

Dana dimg trrde mot dong d6 nat, noi da timg 14 tru s¢ ctia Oslobodjenje Nit d6 trén camera loé sang,

"Khong ngiy ndo I khong c6 nguoi chét', Dana nhin théng vao dng kinh, "va khong c6 nha cira bi pha huy". Nhur toa nha ndy, 16 vira bi némbom ngay
hom qua Day 1a try s ctia to bao tu do duy nhat tai Sarajevo, to Oslobodjen; e, mot to bao ddmndi lén sy thét. Tir khi thanh pho roi vao cude chién tan

khdc nay, nguoi ta phai chuyén to bao xudng tang ham, dé giir cho n6 dwoc sdng,

Khi khong con cira hiang dé ban bao, chinh cac phong vién phai di ra duong va ban timng 6 bao cho nhitng ngudi qua lai Ho ban duge mot thir lon hon
o bao do 1a ty do Vi céi chét ctia Oslobodjenje, mdt manh ctia tu do da chét & day

Trong van phong ctia minh, Matt Baker dang xem chwong trinh ctia Dana



"Me kiép, con nho kha qua". Ong quay sang vién tro Iy, "T6i mudn c6 Ay phéi co mdt xe phat vé tinh riéng. Anh lo vu d6 di".
"Véng, thua 6ng'.

Khi Dana vé dén phong riéng, mot vi khéch da ngdi sin sang doi nang, Pai ta Gordan Divjak.

Dana durng lai bat ngo. "Khong ai béo cho biét I toi co khach'.

"Pay khong phai  mot chuyén thim viéng thong thirdng”, con niit den ctia g chiéu thing vao nang. "Téi xem chuong trinh ctia ¢6 vé Oslobodjenje"".
Dana nhin gi. "Vang'".

"C6 duoc phép vao dat mrdc ctia ching t6i dé m bao, chir khong phai dura ra nhin dinh".

"T6ico duara..".

"Pimg c6 ngit 1i ti ¥ twrong vé tur do clia cée ngurdi khong can thiét cho bon nay C6 ¢6 hiéu khong?"

"Khong, e 4 t61.."

"Thé thi dé t6i giai thich cho c6 nhé, ¢ Evans. C6 1 mdt vi khach & dat nurde 167 Ciing c6 thé 14 diép vién ciia chinh phu co".
"T6i khong phai Ia...".

"Bmg ¢6 ngit 10i t6i Toi da canh cao cd & sin bay 16 Chiing t6i khong phai dang choi diia d4u nhé. Chiing toi dang chién d4u Bat ky ai i gian diép
ciing bi xir tir. "Timg 10i ctia g3 lanh nhur bang gi4".

Ga guwdm guom nhin nang rdi dimg day "Déy i ln canh céo cubi cing”.
Dana nhin gi di ra Minh s& khong dé héin doa minh, nang nghi qua quyét nhur viy
Nhung thuc sy 1a nang so.

Matt Baker giri cho Dana mdt goi buru pham. D6 | mjt hop to khing khiép ddy keo, socdla thanh, banh bich quy va nhidu thir d6 an finh tinh khéc.
Dana mang cho cé xudng phong 16n ctia khach san va chia cho cac phong vién khac. Tat ca déu vui vé.

"Sép thé moi goi 1 sép chir", Santomi Asaka noi

"Nay, lam thé ndo dé toi cling kiém duoc vide g1 d6 & Tribune nhi?" Juan Santos dua

Kemal lai doi ho & 18i ra vao Chiée 40 jaket rach ma céu mic da ta toi dénmirc ngudi ta c6 cadm giac nhur nd sép roira tirng manh...
"Xin chao, Kemal".

Céu bé dumng do, khong n6i g, nhin nang dudi chiée mii phét da mit chom, gan nhur che sup xudng mt.

"Cb sap di cho ddy, chau c6 muén di voi co khong?"

Khong c6 cau tra 1oi

"Pé 61 thir cach khac nhé, Dana n6i véi Jovan, nang mo cura sau cua chiéc xe va ndi, vé mdi moc. "Nao, chéu vao xe di".
Céu bé dung king di, vé ngac nhién, roi cham chap tién lai gin.

Dana va Jovan nhin ciu chui vao ghé say

Dana n6i v6i Jovan. "Anh c6 biét cira hang quin 4o ndo con mo khong?".

"T6i biét mjt chd".

"Pi dén d6". Ho ngdi im king trong mdt vai phut day

"Chau c6 e hay cha khong, Kemal?"

Caubé lic diu

"The chau song & dau'".



Cau bé néc lén.
Va 1r6i Dana thiy cAu ngdi st vao hon nhu dé cam nhan hoi 4m tir than thé nang,

Clra hang bgin quﬁn 40 MM & Bascansjja, noi ting [a khu cho sAm it cta Sarajevo Mat tién da bi tring bom, nhung ctra hang van phuc vu khach.
Dana nam lay canh tay trai Kemal va dan né vao trong ctra hang/

Nguoi ban hang ra dén ho.

"Toi c6 thé gitp gi duoc day”

"Vang, toi mudn mua mot chiéc 4o jaket cho cu nho cta toi". Nang nhin Kemal. "Phai vira m6i ¢& cau 4y".
"Xin moi theo 161 nay".

Khu ban quﬁn 40 cho tré embay la liét cac loai jaket. Dana quay lai hoi "Chau thich cai nad"

Kemal dimg im, khong dap. Nang noi voi ngudi ban hang. "LAy cho chiing t6i c4i mau ndu", va r6i ning nhin xudng quan ciia Kemal. "Ching toi mudn
mua hai cai quan va mot doi gidy nira"",

Ho roi khoi cira hang khoang mot gior sau, Kemal d& miic bd quén 40 N6 ngdi vao ghé sau xe va van khong ndi mot 1o

"May khong biét mé mom noi Ioi cam on 42" Jovan gidn dit méng.

Caubé 0a khoc. Dana choang tay qua ngudi nd. "Thoi mé, 6n 16i, 6n rdi ma". Hay xem cude chién nay da lam gi voi nhimg dira tré.
Khi ho quay vé khach san. Dana nhin theo Kemal ra khoi xe va chay bién di, khong noi mot 1

"K hong biét nhimg dira tré nhur vAy thi sdng & dau nhi? Nang hoi Jovan.

"Trén dudng phd, chi a. C6 hang trim nhing dtra tré md c6i nhur n6 & c4i thanh phd Sarajevo nay Ching khong c6 gia dinh, nha cira..".
"Lam thé ndo ma ching song duroc?"".

Anh ta nhin vai "T6i khong biét".

Ngay hdm sau, khi Dana ra khdi khach san, Kemal da dung doi ¢ ctra, mic bo dd nang mua cho hdmqua, va da rira mit.

Tin vé hiép wéc hoa binh d dén vao o n trra hom d6. Dana quyét dinh lai t6i thim gido su Mladic Staka va hoi xem 6ng nghii gi vé chuyén nay
Trong gido sur con tiéu tuy hon ca Jan trudc.

"T6i rat vui duoc gip lai ¢6, ¢ Evans a. To6i nghe ndi ¢ lam duge mot s churong trinh rat tuyét, nhung..." ong ngimg lai 4p ting, "rét tiéc 1 nha t6i lai
khong c6 dién thoai d€ bat ti vi Toi co the giip dugce viée gi day”

"T6i mubn biét ¥ kién ctia gido sur vé hiép wée hoa binh moi ddy, thua gido su'".

Ong ta nga ngudi vao hrng ghé va cham rdi n6i: "Toi thiy that thi vi khi & nhitng noi nhu Dayton, Ohio, ngudi ta lai ra dugc mdt quyét dinh lién quan dén
tuong lai ciia Sarajevo nay".

"Ho s& thong nhét trén co so tay ba, mdt cudc hop ctia ba vi linh ty, bao gdm Einh tu ctia nguoi hdi gido, ngudi Croatia, va ngudi Serbie Gido su nghi gi
ve chuyén nay"

"Chi khi no ¢6 tin vao diéu ky diéu ma thoi", ong cau miy, "s& c6 mot chinh thé qudc gia véi 18 vi thi finh va 109 chinh quyen dia phuong nita D6 la
thir mi ngudi ta goi la thap Balel chinh tri. Con nguoi MythlgOl d6 1a hon nhn guong ép dAy Khong ai trong s6 ho mudn roi bd quyén tur tri cia minh,
Ho s8 tao ra qudc ky riéng, tién € riéng, va uat phap riéng”. Ong lic dy "Mot kiéu sang hoa binh, chiéu chién tranh thoi".

Dana Evans khong con lam phong vién vo danh tiéu t6t nira ma tré thanh mdt huyén thoai quéc té. Nhitng chuong trinh truyén hinh ctia nang chét chira
niém yéu quy nhan loai sau sac. Va bdi vi Dana quan tm, nén nhitng khan gia ctia nang cling quan tdm, va chia s¢ cting nang nhiing tinh cam nong bong,

Matt Baker bat dau nhin duoc dién thoai cua nhiing hang truyén thong khac xin dwoc phat chuong trinh ctia Dana Ongthdy hanh dién thay cho ning.
Con bé bét dau Am viéc can man va bay gior a am viée .

Vi chiée xe truyén vé tinh riéng, Dana ban ron hon bao gio. Nang khong con phai chiu sir kiém soét ciia cong ty vé tinh Yogoslavie nita Dana va Benn
ctng quyét dinh s& lam chwrong trinh gi m ho mubn. Mot s churong trinh ho lim ngay tai hién trudng, va mdt s6 khéc ho thu sin vao bing. Dana, Benn
len 161 khéip ph x4 va quay phim chup anh bat ky cai gi mé ho can, rdi Dana s& thu 101 binh luén ciia nang trong mdt phong thu dia phuong, sau do giri
chiing vé Washington.



Vao gidr an trua, tai phong an ctia khach san, c6 rat nhidu dia 1on dyng banh xang-duych dit ¢ gitta ban. Céc phong vién déu ty phuc vu By Roderick
Munn phong vién dai BBC bude vao phong an, tay vung vay mdt minh bao AP bi cat ra "Moi nguoi nghe ddy", anh gao to, "Dana Evans, phong vién
thuong tri ctia WTE, gior ddy dang duge phat chirong trinh ctia minh trén khoang mot ta cac dai truyén hinh. Va Evans con duge chi dinh nhdn giai
thudng Vi hoa binh...".

Loi binh Iuén ndi Ién theo d6. "Ching minh thit may mén vi duoc Am viée ciing voi mdt ngudi ndi tiéng nhur vay". Mot phong vién ndi, vé hoan hi.

Bing lic do, Dana budc vao phong an. "Xin chao moi nguo. Téi khong ¢6 thdi gian an trura cuing cac vi hom nay Toi s& ldy theo vai c4i banh xang-
duych". Nang lay kha nhiéu banh va goéi ching lai bang gidy bac. "Gap lai moi ngudi sau nhé". Ho im Iing nhin nang di ra

Kemal dang doi nang,
"Xin chao, Kemal".
Khong tra loi

"Chau vao xe di'".

Kemal ngdi vao ghé say Dana dira cho cau bé chiéc banh va im king nhin cau nhai nghién ngdu Néng dura thém chiéc nita, cu bé tiép tuc gin nhur nubt
chirng n6.

"Chéu in chim chdm théi", Dana noi

"Pi dau day chi?" Jovan hoi

Dana quay lai Kemal. "Di dau day". N6 ngude 1én nhin néng to vé khong hiéy "C6 s& dua chéu vé nha, Kemal a. Chau song & dau'".
N6 fic dau

"C6 mubn biét 1 chéu & dau'".

Hai muoi phit sau d6, chiéc xe dimg lai trrdc mot bai tréng gin nha Mijacka Khoang mdt t4 nhing cai lu duoc dung bing gidy bdi va chin bing du
loai gach v xung quanh.

Dana ra khoi xe va quay vé phia Kemal. "Pay 14 noi chau song sao".
Céu bé mién cudng gat dau

"Va cé nhitng ban khac ciing vay, ding khong?"'

NG lai gt ddu

"C6 mudn quay nhing canh nay, Keml a".

N6 Fic dau, "Khong'.

"Tai sao khong?"

"Bon com s& dén va dudi ching chau di mat. C6 dimg lam nhur thé".
Dana nhin cau bé mdt lic, "Théi dugc, c6 hira 1a khong'.

Séang hom sau, Dana chuyén di khoi khach san Holyday Inn. Khi khong thdy ning xut hién & bita an sang, Gabriella Orsi tir dai phat thanh Altre Station
cua Italia hoi, "Da dau nhi?"

Roderick Munn tra 167 "C 4y di rdi Thué nha dan dé 6. C6 4y bao thich & mot minh".

Nikolai Ptrovich, phéng vién dai Gorizont ctia Nga ndi "Tét ca chiing ta déu thich & mdt minh. Thé 1 khong dia tir t& véi ¢o ta sad"

C6 cam gidc chung Ia khong hai long,

Chiéu hém do, laic cd mdt gdi buu phdm 16n giri cho Dana Nikolai Petrovich néi "C ta khong c6 & day Ching minh cir chia nhau ding chtr nhi?"
Nhén vién gitt d6 ctia khach san tir chdi "T6i xin 16] C6 Evans s& cho ngudi dén nhan'".

Méy phit sau, Kemal dén. Cac phong vién nhin cau nhan goi d6 rdi di luén. "C6 dy khong chia cho ching ta nita dau". Joan Santos im bam. "Téi cho 1
¢ ay da trd nén ki€u ngao mat 161"



Trong tuan tiép theo d6, Dana van c6 chirong trinh phat trén truyén hinh, nhung nang khong hé xut hién tai khéch san nita Nhimg 1i ban tin khong hay
vé ning ngity cang nhidu

Dana va chii ban nhd ctia néng da tr thanh dé tai chi yéu cho nhimg cude déi thoai Sau d6 my ngay, mdt goi buu phdm to tuéng, nhur moi fan lai dén
khach san. Nicolai Petrovich héi nhan vién giit d6. "C6 Evans c6 cho ngudi dén lay n6 bay gio khong?"

"C¢ thura 6ng".

Vinguoi Nga voi vang quay vao phong an. "Lai mot goi buu phim nita dé:n 16", Ong ta ndi, "ai 6 s& dén Iy Tai sao chiing ta khong di theo ngudi d6
va noi vdi Evans tat ca nhitng gi ching ta nghi vé ¢ ay". Moi ngudi déu dong v.

Khi Kemal dén Iy goi d6, Nicolai ndi voi cau bé. "Chéu dem dén cho c6 Evans a?"

Kemal git dau

"Evans nmudn gip ching t6i, chau dan ching t6i dén chd ¢6 4y nhé?" Kenmal nhin 6ng ta mdt ic roi nhin vai

"Chung t6i s€ c¢6 xe dua chau di, chau chi duong cho ching t6i nhé?".

Méy phit sau, mdt doan 6 6 1én duong, Khira dén ngoai thanh, Kemal chi mdt khu trang trai da bi danh bom Poan xe dung lai

"Chau hay di trudc va dua cho ¢6 4y cai goi ndy, Nicolai n6i, "chiing ta s& cling lam cho ¢4 4y ngac nhién'"

Ho nhin Kemal di vao khu trang trai d6 nét. Ho cho mdt chit rdi di theo va ddy cira ra Tat ca dimg lai vi qua bt ngo. Céin phong dy chat nhimg dira
tre voi nhicu ra tudi, mau da Pa phén ching déu bi tan tt, thwong vong, que hodc cut. Khoang hon ba chuc cai vong nha binh dugc ching ngang trdng.
Dana dang phan phat goi qua cho bon tré thi ctra bat md. Nang ngling lén nhin, hoang hot khi thay ca nhdémua vao

"Céc vi... lamcéi gi & day".

Rodevich Munn nhin quanh, ngwrong ngiing, "T6i xin 161 Dana Chiing t6i da nham. Ching t6i cir nghi 1a..."

Dana quay vé phia ho. "T6i hiéu Bon ching déu 1 nhing tre md ¢oi Ching khong ¢6 chd ndo dé & va ciing khong co ai chim soc. Phan Jon déu dang
can chita tri trong khi bénh vién méi bi tha bom Neu céanh sat tlmthay, ching s& bi dua vao nhiing noi ma ngudi ta goi 14 trai tré md cdi va s& chét dan
chét mon tai d6. Con ctr dé ching song & déy, roi ching ciing chét. Toi dang cd nghil xem lim céch ndo dé ctru bon tré ra khoi noi nay".

Nang nhin d4m déng vé cau ctru "Céc ban ¢6 cach gi khong?"

Rodevich ni nhé. "Téi cho i ¢6 ddy C6 mot chiéc may bay ctia t6 chirc Chit thap d6 s& tir Paris dén ddy vao t6i nay Nguoi phi cong 1 ban toi".
Dana hoi, vé tran tré hy vong, "Anh c6 thé n6i v6i anh iy dwoc khong?"

Munn git dau "Puoc".

Nicolai Petrovich n6i "Hay xem, ching ta mé dinh vio chuyén ndy, ho s& quing ching ta ra khoi day ngay"".

"Anh khong budc phai tham gia", Munn n6i, "ching toi s& giai quyét vu nay".

"T6i phén d6i", Nicolai ging strc thuyét phuc, "chuyén ndy s& dura tat ca ching ta vao nguy hiém'".

"Thé con bon tré thi sad Dana hoi dng ta "Chiing ta dang ndi vé c4i song va céi chét ciia ching day".

Chiéu hom 4y, Munn dén chd Dana "T6i vira n6i chuyén voi ban t6i Anh dy rét sung sudng duoc gitp ching ta dua bon tré dén Paris, & d6 ching s& an
toan. Anh ay ciing c6 hai céu con trai".

Dana mimg run Ién. "That tuyét voi Rét camon anh, Munn",
Munn nhin nang, "Chinh ching t6i phai cam on c6".

Vao 8 gios t0i hom d6, mot chiée xe tai ¢ bicu tuong ctia hoi chir thip d6 bén suon xe d6 lai trude khu trang trai do nét do. Nguoi i xe tit den, va
dudi anh sang ctia vang trang non, Dana cting bon tré nhanh chéng tréo én xe
Mudi aim phit sau, chiéc xe chuyén banh vé phia san bay Butmir. San bay d ngimg hoat déng va chi danh phuc vu cho chuyén bay ctia hoi chit thap do

dén cung cap dd ctru té. Con duong ra san bay la con duong dai nhét ma Dana timg di Tudng nhu dai vo tan. Khi nhin thdy anh dén d6 ctia méy bay
dang trude, nang ndi voi Iii tré. "Ching ta gan dén ro1'".

Kemal ndm chat ldy tay nang, "Chau s& 6n thoi", Dana trin an n6. "Tét ca cac chéu s& duoc chim séc" va nang nghil minh s& nhd n6. & cong san bay,
ngudi gac cong vay tay ra hiéu cho qua



Xe chay thing dén bén chiéc may bay chd hang 6 ky hiéu ctia hoi chit thap d6. Ngudi phi cong dang dimg canh do.

Anh chay voi v& phia Dana "Vi chia, tai sao t&i mudn thé. Pua bon tré vio trong di, nhanh Ién. Chiing t6i budc phai bay tir cach ddy hai muroi phit rdi".
Dana ddy bon tré vao trong mdy bay, Kemal | ngudi cudi cing,

N6 quay lai nhin nang mdi run run, "Chau con duoc gip c6 nita khdng?"

"C6 tin i con, chéu a". Nang 6m iy n6, long thim cau chiia mot diéu 6t lanh. "Vao di, chau'".

Cira khoang déng laj Tiéng dong co i én v miy bay bt dau i trén duong bang, Dana va Munn dimg do, nhin theo chiéc méy bay ct cénh vao bong
dém, vé hudng bac, huong téi Paris.

"Anh chi im dwoc mot diéu that tuyét voi," ngudi 1ai xe n6i, "t6i mubn anh chi biét ring’"..

Tiéng phanh gép ctia mdt chiéc xe phia sau im ho quay lai Pai ti Gordan nhéy ra khoi xe va tirc tdi nhin Ién bau troi, chiéc méy bay da bién mt, bén
canh ga Ia Nikolai Petrovick, nha bao ngudi Nga

Pai ta Gordan nhin Dana "C5 bj bat. Toi dd canh cao c6 I toi gian diép s& phai tra gid bing mang song".
Dana hit mdt hoi tht sau "Pai ta, néu ong mubn bét t6i dé xét xtr trrde toa vi toi lam gian diép...".

G4 nhin siu vao mét nang, lanh king ngit 107 "Ai ndi véi ¢d 1a xét xir trude toa?"

Ban dang doc truyén Ké Hoach Hocn Hao duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuwong 13

L& nham chirc, diéu hanh, tuyén thé, tht ca rdi ciing qua di, Oliver héo hire bude vao nhiémky Téng thong ciia minh. Washington D.C 1a m0t thinh phd
duy nhat trén trai d4t thAm dam cht chinh tri. Dy 14 c4i ron quyén hyc cta thé giéi va Oliver 1 trung tAm ciia c4i rdn d6. C6 vé nhu tat cd moi ngudi &
day déu it nhidu lién quan tdi bo mdy ctia chinh phu. Tai ddy c6 lién quan t6i by méy cta chinh phu. Tai ddy ¢6 t6i 15 ngan ngudi hoat dong ngoai nghi
vién va hon nim nghin nha bao. Tt ¢4 ho déu duoc bu chung mot bau sita ba me chinh quyén. Oliver Russell van con nhé cau ndi ndi tiéng ctia John
Kennedy "Washington, D.C 1 thanh phé mang vé duyén déng ctia mién Béc va tinh hiéu qua ctia mién Nam

Ngay dau tién Bm Téng thdng, Oliver di quanh Nha Tring ctng voi Jan. Ho da thude 1ong timg chi tiét trong d6: Nha Tring | mot quén thé v6i 132
phong ngn, 32 phong tam, 29 1o suéi, 3 ciu  thang may, mot bé boi, mdt phong tap thé duc budi sang, bai dua ngira, sin bong, bai dua ngira, sin bong
10, mdt ophong chiéu phim cing 18 acres dat trong co va hoa. Ho timg mo ude tdi cude séng noi diy khong biét bao nhiéu lan, nhung gior day, khi mo
ude da thanh sy thue, ho van khong choang ngop.

"Cir nhur mdt gidc mo Ay, anh nhi?". Jan thi thao.

Oliver cAm tay vo'". "Anh rit vui | chiing minh s& cting nhau chia sé gidc mo niy, em yéu a". Va dtng nhu Oliver nghi nhur vay thét. Jan d3 trd thanh mot
nguoi ban doi tuyét voi, cang ngay Oliver cang yéu Jan.

Khi Oliver ra khoi phong bau duc, Peter Tager dang ngdi chd 6 d6. Ngay sau ngiy nhim chirc, Oliver d ctr 6ng ta am thur ky riéng cho minh. "Téi thirc
su chura tin no Ia su thuc, Peter a".

Peter mim cudi. "Déan ching tin diéu d6 va ho da bo phiéu cho ngai, thira Tong thong”.
Oliver ngling Ién nhin 6ng ta. "Ctr goi o1 [a Oliver nhur c@".

"Thé ciing durge. Nhung chi khi co hai ching ta thdi. Va anh uon nhé cho, bt dau tir i phiit ndy, bt ctr diéu gi anh n6i, viée gi anh lim ciing ¢6 thé
anh huong dén the gidi nay".

Cira phong bat mo, "Thua Tong thdng, Nghi si Davis dang doi ¢ ngoai a".
"Pé ong 4y vao di, Heather".
Peter dimg ddy. "T6i nén di thi hon. Ban lam viéc ciia t6i con ca dng gidy o can giai quyét".

Nghi s Davis budc vao. "Oi, Peter...".


http://ebookfull.net

"Xin chao nghi si". Hai nguoi bét tay nhau.
Peter quay lai n6i. "Xin gip lai ngai sau, thira Tong théng".

NGhj s Davis tién dén bén ban ctia Oliver va git du. "Céi ban nity hop véi anh Fim, Oliver a. Toi khong thé noi 1 t0i thc sy vui nhur thé no khi thy
anh ngdi & day’".

"Cam on cha, con dang c6 dé am quen v6i n6. Con mudn n6i i Adans da timg ngdi & ddy... Licoln... va ca Roosevit nita...".

Neghi si Davis cudi pha kn. "Dimg dé nhing bong ma d6 doa anh. Trude khi ho tr thanh nhitng huyén thoai thi ho ciing B ngurdi tran it thit nhur t0i va
anh thoi. Ho cling ngdi ¢ d6 va c6 gang lam nhirng viéc dang phai lam Lan dau tién dat cai mbng vao do6 ho ciing phat hoang lén ay chir. Toi vira néi
chuyén voi Jan xong, con bé ctt nhu dang & trén may trén gi6. N6 s€ 1a mot PE nhat phu nhan tuyét voi day".

"Con biét a".

"Nhan day, t6i ciing ¢6 mdt danh sach muén ban ciing anh, thura Tong thong, c4i giong 6ng ta nhén vao cau thura Tong thong nghe ¢6 vé nhur dia cot.

"Vang, thura cha".
Nghi si Davis trai to gidy 1én mét ban.
"Céi gi d6 a?"

"Péy i mdt vai goi y ma t6i mudn danh cho van phong ciia anh".
"0, thura cha, con da quyét dinh roi.."

""T61 nghil anh ctr xem qua cai nay di mot chit'".

"Nhung khong co..."

"Cir nhin qua di, Oliver", giong ngai Nghi s trd nén lanh King,
Mit Oliver tron xoe. "Cha..."

Nghi si nam lay tay anh, "Oliver, t6i mudn anh dimg c¢6 trong dau, dii chi mdt gy, cai y nghi cho rang t0i ap dat én anh nhitng ¥ mudn ctia toi. Thé i
anh sai roi ddy. Toi dua cho anh ban danh sach nay vi toi nght ho 1 nhiing nguoi t6t nhat giip anh diéu hanh dat mrde. Toi B nguoi yeunude. Oliver a,
va 161 khong mdt chut xAu hd vi diéu d6. Pat nude nay 1 tit ca vi toi". Ong ta ngimg lai mot chit, "Phai, tit ca dy. Néu anh cho rang toi giip anh vao
dwoc nha tring chi vi anh I con ré t6i thi anh nhdm to rdi. T6i dua anh vao day vi t6i nghi anh 1 nguoi thich hop nhét cho vi tri nay. D6 I didu t6i quan
tamhon ca". Ong ta gd ngdn tay kén td gidy. "Va day 1 nhitng ngudi s& gitip anh Am tdt cong viée ctia minh".

Oliver ngdi do, lang im "T6i da ¢ thanh phd nay hang chuc ndm nay roi Oliver a. Va anh ¢ biét t6i da hoc dugc diéu gi khong? PO 1a  khong gi buon hon
bang viéc im Tong thong c6 mot nhiémky. Anh co blet tai sao khong? Boi vi trong b6n nam do, anh moi chi €6 mot chit ki niém vé viée minh can
phai laim gi dé d4t nude 6t dep hon. Anh ¢6 biét bao gidc mo can bién thanh hién thye. Va vao ic anh vira sin sang lim diéu do, vira khi anh nudn am
mdt diéu gi d6 dic biét", dng ta nhin quanh cin phong, "thi mot ngudi khic da vao day thé chd cho anh, va nhitng gidc mo ctia anh tan bién. Thét 1 budn
khi phai nghi dén canh twong do, diing khong? Bict bao nhiéu ngudi da phai gia tir gide mo dy chi viho co mdi mdt nhiém ky Tong thong. Anh c6 biét 1
tr khi McKinley vao ng6i day, nam 1897, hang loat vi Tong thong sau 6ng ta da chi c6 mét nhiém ky khong? Nhung anh, Oliver, t61 muon nhin thay anh
1a Tong thong véi hai nhiém ky. T6i muon anh thyre hién duge tat ca nhing giac mo ctia minh. Toi s& ching kién viée anh tai ci"

Nghi si Davis liéc nhin dong hd va dimg ddy. "Toi phai di day. Chiing t6i c6 mdt budi hop & Nghi vién. Toi s& gip lai anh vao bita i nay". Ong ta di ra.
Oliver nhin theo mdt Itic Au. Rdi ngai ngdi xubng doc ban danh sach ma 6ng ta dé lai.

Héin mo thiy Miriam tinh ddy va ngdi ddly ngay ngiin trén giuong, Mot vién canh st dén bén, nhin ¢6 va hoi. "Bay gior cd ¢6 thé néi cho chiing tdi bict ai
da lam nhu vay doi véi cd khong?"

"DLI'Q'C".

Hin tinh ddy, ngudi wét dAmmd hoi.

Séng s6m hom do, Oliver goi dién dén bénh vién, noi Miriam dang diéu tri "Toi ¢ | khong c6 co may ndo cho co dy hét, thura Tong thong”. Vi truéng
khoa than kinh tra 10i. "N6i that ra, trong sac dién c6 ay khong tot ti nao".

Oliver ngip ngimg gidly It rdi néi: "C 4y khong c6 gia dinh gi ca. Néu 6ng cho 1 ¢ 4y khong c6 co may hdi phuc thi dé cho c6 dy dugc gidi thoat co
nhan dao hon khong?"".

"T6i cho 1 chiing ta nén doi thém mdt thoi gian nita, biét dau lai c6 diéu ky diéu xdy ra thi sao?".



Truéng ban I tan, Jay PerkI:ns, dang péq c40. "C6 147 nha ngoai giao lam viéc tai Washipgton, thura Tong thdng. Quyén sach méu xanh da troi ndy B
danh sach ngoai giao, bao gdm tén tudi tat ca cac dai dién nude ngodi va vo con ho. Quyén sach mau xanh 14 cay kia 1 danh sach xa hoi, trong d6 c6
tén tat ca cac chinh khach dirmg dau va thanh vién dang cong hoa".

Ong ta dua cho Oliver mt tip gidy nita. "Day ki danh sach cac dai st ctia céc murde ma ngii s& don tiép""

Oliver nhin lwét qua bang danh sach va tim thiy ngay tén ctia vi dai str nguoi Italia va vo ong ta: Atilio Picone va sylva. Oi Sylva. Oliver hoi nhur vo tinh.
"Thé ho ¢6 mang vo di cting khong?"".

"Khéng, Vo ho s& gidi thiéu sau. Toi cho i ngai nén bt dau gip & nhitng nguoi ndy cang som cang tot'",

"Pugc".

Perkins n6i. "Toi s& bd tri viée nay vao tuln t61. TAt ca cac dai stt déu s& duoc moi. Ngainén t6 chirc mdt bita tiéc tai nha tré.ng 8 ra mit ho"".
"y kién hay dy". Oliver lai liéc nhin ban danh sach dit trén ban. Atilio va Sylva Picone.

Téi thir bay, phong an tdi nha tring treo ddy qubc ky ctia cc nurde trén thé giéi. Oliver da gip Atilio Picone hai ngay trude, khi ong ta dén trinh qubc
thur.

"Phu nhan Picone c6 duoc khoé khong?" Oliver hoi.
C6 mot chit ngdp ngimg, "Vo t6i van khoé, xin cam on Tong théng”

Bita tiéc that thanh cong. Oliver di ttr ban ng sang ban kia, trd chuyén vui vé véi cac quan khach. Mot vai nhan vét dac biét nhét thé gi6i cling c6 mit tai
bira tiéc.

Oliver di t6i chd ba ngudi phy nir da két hén véi nhitng nhitng ngudi dan 6ng hét sire quan trong nhung van kim chi dugc cude sdng ciia minh:
Leonore... Delores... Carol...

Khi Oliver di ngang qua phong, Sylva Picone dén bén canh ong va chia tay ra. "Day 1 gio phit t6i mong doi tir 1Ay, thura Tong thong'. Doi nit ba séang
ruc lén.

"Téi ciing vay'". Oliver thi thAm
"T6i biét thé ndo rdi ngai ciing dic ¢!, gan nhur thi thim.
"Chiing ta ¢6 thé néi chuyén sau duroc khong?" Khong mot chit ngap ngimg, "Tat nhién roi".

Sau bira tiéc, tat ca chuyén xudng phong khiéu vii. Oliver nhin Sylva trong vii diéu c6 dién, va thim nghi dung 2 mot phu nir dep, than hinh mi quyén rii
lam sao.

Ti€c nhdy con thanh cong hon ca tiéc an.

Tuén sau do, trén trang nhét ctia t& Washington Tribune, chay ngang dong tit 1on: Tong thdng bi budc t6i tranh cir gian lan.

Oliver nhin chdm chim m khong tin 1ndi vao mit minh? bay Ia diéu t& hai nhét c6 thé xdy ra. Tai sao n6 lai xay ra nhi? Va 101 Oliver bét chot hiéu duoc
ly do. Cau tré 101 nam ngay trudc mét, & goc to bao. "Chu but: Leslie Stewart". Tuan tiep theo, lai c6 mot hang chit trén trang dau to Washington Tribune
Tong thong bi nghi ngd 1am sai éch thué loi tirc cua bang Kentucky khi con 1a thong doc bang nay

Hai tudn sau, lai ¢ chuyén khac diing trén trang dau Washington Tribune: Curu trg 1y ctia Tong thng Rusell dy dinh kién Tong théng vi t6i quiy rdi tinh
duc.

Cira phong bau duc bat md va Jan bude vao. "Anh da xem bao sang nay chura?"'
"R, anh...".
"Tai sao anh lai lam nhiing chuyén d6 ha, Oliver? Anh...".

"Cho mot chit da. Emkhong thiy diéq g dang xay ra u? Jan? Leslie Stewart dimg sau yét ca nhitng vu ndy. Anh tin chéc i ¢6 4y mudn tra thi anh. Co
ay han khong quén chuyén cili. Pugc r6i, coi nhu ¢6 ay thang lan ndy, moi chuyén qua réi ema".

Nihi si Davis goi dién. "Oliver, t6i mudn gip anh trong mdt gio nita".
"Con s& ¢ day thura cha".

Oliver dang trong phong doc sach nho thi Davis dén. Ong dmg Ién d6n bd vo.



"Xin chao cha".

"Bing | mot budi sang chét tiét". Giong nghi si chira day tirc tdi. "Nguoi dan ba kia s& pha d6 moi thanh qua ctia ching ta mt".
"Khong, co Ay s& khong dinh im vAy déu, co Ay chi...

"TAt ca moi ngudi doc cai to bao rac rudi dd, va ngudi ta tin vao cai ma ngudi ta doc".

"Todd, chuyén d6 d qua rdi va...".

“Chuyén d6 chura qua dau. Anh c6 nghe bai binh luan sang nay ctia kénh WTE khong? N6 ban vé viéc ai s& a ngudi c6 khd ning Jam Tong thong tip
theo ctia nudc My day. Anh dirng cuoi danh sach, Oliver a. Leslie dang c6 tim cach ha bé anh. Anh phai dirng c6 ta lai, bang moi gia".

"Nhung diéu do 1 khong thé, cha biét ma. Ho dugc bao vé bang quyén tu do bao chi. Ching ta khong thé lam gi dugc ho ca'".
Nghi s nhin Oliver vé tham do. "C6 day".
"Cha dinh néi vé cai gi?".

"Ngdi xudng di", hai nguoi cling ngdi xudng, "Nguoi dan ba d6 15 rang i con yéu anh, Oliver a. Pay 1 cch c6 ta trimg phat anh vi d& bo roi ¢6 ta. Loi
khuyén cua t61 [ nén gidi quyét trong hoa binh'".

"Con phai lam gi bay gio?"
Nghi si Davis nhin Oliver thét lu. "Haly ding cai diu cta anh di".
”Cho mdt chit nao, Todd. Co phai cha khuyén con la....

“Diéu ma t6i khuyén anh & im ngudi con bé lai. D& cho né thiy 1 anh rt hdi han. Toi vira n6i i n6 con yéu anh. Néu khong con yéu nira, no s& khong
Am vay*

”Chinh x4c, cha bdo con phai lam gi?*.

”Quyén rﬁ no, conré a. Anh d3 lam duoc mﬁt ]ﬁn’thi anh cling c6 thé ’]z‘m‘l lai mHt 1an nita. Anh s& nim lai duoc nd trong tay. Anh sép ¢6 mot bira chiéu
dai vao t0i thir sdu tdi, moi nd di. Anh c6 thé thuyét phuc nd khong d6i dau véi anh nita“.

*Con khong biét 1 minh s& am nhur thé ndo...*

"Toi khong can biét anh kim thé néo. C6 thé anh s& dura n6 di dAu d6, noi anh chj tha hd tro chuyén riéng véi nhau. Toi c6 mot cin nha nghi & Virginia.
Rat biét 1ap. Toi s€ vé Florida may ngay cudi tudn, va s€ dua Jan di cing”. Ong ta mdc tii va dua cho Oliver mot manh gidy gap cting chum chia khéa.
“Pay 1a vi tri ngdi nha va chia khda“.

Oliver nhin b6 vor chdm cham. “Chia o, cha da sip xép tat ca rdi sao? Thé néu Leslie khong... a gia str ¢6 4y khong dong ¥ thi sao? Néu co dy tir chbi
thi sa0?*.

Nghi si ding dy. N6 s& dong ¥, n6 s& di. Gap lai anh vio thir hai nhé, Oliver. Chiic may niin®.

Oliver dimg duc ra hi lau va nghi. Khong, minh khong thé mt 1an nira xir sur xAu voi Leslie. Minh khong thé.

Budi tdm hom d6, khi chuan bi ngdi vao ban an, Jan noi. "Oliver ndy, cha s& dua emdi Florida vao ky nghi cudi tudn ndy. Cha dugc trao giai thuong gi
do, emnghi | ong mu6n khoe quy phu nhén ctia Tong théng ddy ma. Anh c6 mudn em di khong? Embiét 1 ¢6 mdt bita tiéc vao i thir sau nay, néu
anh can em & nha..."

“Khong, khong, em ctr di di, anh s& rét nhé em ddy, "va ding | minh s& nhé ¢6 Ay that. Khi ndo giai quyét xong vu niy, minh s& danh nhidu thoi gian hon
cho Jan.

Leslie dang nghe dién thoai thi c6 thur ky chay vao thong bao. "Thua ba...*.

"C6 khong thiy I t6i dang,..

*Tong thong Russell dang & duong day sb 3¢

Leslie nhin ¢6 gai 11 mim curdi. Thoi duoc®, nang ndi qua dién thoai. “’To6i s€ goi lai cho anh sau™. Nang bamnt s6 3.
”Xin chao®,

"Leslie dy a7«



*Chao anh, Oliver, hay I t6i phai goi i ngai Tong thong day?

“Emmudn goi anh i @i ciing durgc®, ong tra 101 mémmong, *va co...« dot nhién ong dimg lai “Leslie, anh mubn gip e

*Anh c6 chiic d6 | mot y kién hay khong?

”’Anh chic chin®.

”’Anh 13 Tong thdng, liéu ti c6 thé chdi tir 101 dé nghi ctia Tong théng khong nhi?

“Khong, néu em  mot ngudi My yéu murde. C6 mit bita tiée tai Nha Tring vao tdi thir sau ndy. Em dén nhé*.

"Liic may gio?

*TAm gidr toi*.

"Pugc, 16i s& dén'

Trong nang that Iong Ry trong chiéc vay kiéu Thuong Hai b6 sat nguoi véi nhitng chiée khuy vang ning t6i 22 karat, va mot dudng xé dai bén trai.
Khi Oliver nhin thiy nang, nhitng ky ni¢m xura lai 4o at doi vé trong ong.

“Leslie...*.

"Vang, thra Tong théng"

Ong ndm ly tay nang, cam nhn dwoc sy mém mai An 4m wét. Mot tin hiéu dy. Oliver nghi. Nhung n6 1 cai gi? Su cang thing? Tire gidn?
Hay nang ciing dang hoi twong lai ky niém xura? “Anh rat mimg vi em dén, Leslie a“

»"Toi cling vy

*Chiing minh néi chuyén sau nhé*. Nu cudi ctia nng lim 6ng thiy 4m ca long

”Vang'

Ngdi cach Oiver hai ban la mt nhém cac nha ngoai giao nguroi Ardp. Mot nguoi trong s ho, v6i nhirg nét rt sic sao, doi mit den, ¢6 vé nhu khong
o1 mat khéi Oliver.

Tong thong quay sang Peter Tager va hit d4u vé phia nguoi Ardp kia. “Ai day?*
Tager nhin hrét theo hurdng do. Al tat ca Fulani. Ong ta i thur ky ctia céc Tiéu virong qudc Ardp thong nhat. Anh hoi 6ng ta kim g7
"Chang dé 1am gi ca“. Oliver ngimg én 1an nira. DOi mét kia van chidm chdm nhin 6ng,

Oliver 1a mot chii nha tuyét voi, 6ng da khién cho tit ca cac quan khach cam thiy thoai mai. Sylva ngdi & mdt ban, Leslie ngdi & ban kia. Khi bita tiéc
sap ket thiic, Oliver co gang gap riéng Leslie.

"Ching ta can néi chuyén voi nhau. Anh con nhidu diéu phéi ndi voi em. Ching ta ¢6 thé gip nhau ¢ dau d6 duge khong?.

C6 mjt chiit ngdp ngimg trong giong ndi clia nng, “Oliver, ¢6 1& tt hon 1 ching ta khong, ..

’Anh c6 ngdi nhd & Manassas, bang Virginia, cach Washington khoang mdt tiéng xe hoi. Em s& t6i d6 chir?*

Nang nhin thing vao mét 6ng, ln nay khong mot chit do dy. “Néu anh mudn em dén“

Oliver ta qua duodng di dén d6. "Ngay mai, lic tim gio t5i

Giong Leslie khan khan héin di. “Em s& dén®,

Tai cudc hop Hoi ddng An ninh qudc gia sing hdm sau, giam doc CIA James Frisch, dang trinh bay mdt vén d& kha nong bong.

*Thura Tong théng, sang nay chiing t6i vira nhan duoc tin bao ring Liby mua rét nhiéu vii khi nguyén tir ctia Iran va Trung Qudc. C6 mdt tin don rat dang
chiy 1a ho chuan bi tan cong Israel. Khodng mdt hay hai ngay nita chiing t6i s& chinh thirc trinh 1én ngai tin nay*.

Lou Werner, Bo trrdng Ngoai giao, noi. *’Toi thiy ching ta khong nén chd doi. Clr phan (g ngay tir biy gio, vao thoi diém nhanh nhat ma ching ta c6
thé lam duoc*



Oiver n6i vi Werner. "Théi, ching ta ctr chd thém mdt hai ngiy dé xem c6 tin gi m6i khong'.

Cuc hop kéo dai ca budi séang, Thinh thoang Oliver lai nhén ra réing dng bi phén tim béi cudc hen voi Leslie t6i nay. "Quyén rii no di, con ré, con s& lai
nam dugc nd trong tay*.

Téi thir by, Oliver ding chiéc xe danh cho nhéin vién clia Nha Tréng, do mdt nhén vién mét vu diéu khién, di théing t6i Manasas. Ong rét mubn béi b
cudc hen nay, nhung da qua mudn rdi. Minh ching ¢6 Iy do gi dé€ lo ngai ca. Chac chan 1a Lelie s€ dén.

Diing tam gio t6i, Oliver nhin qua ctra sb thiy chiéc xe ctia Leslie dang kin banh vao toa nha ctia Nghi si Davis. Ong thdy nang ra khoi xe, bén chay t6i
don. Ho dimg nhin nhau, khong noi gi. Thoi gian nhu ngimg tréi va twdng nhur ho chura hé xa nhau

Oliver 1 ngudi Ién tiéng trudc. "Chua oi, 61 qua, khi anh nhin em... Anh d4 gan nhur quén mét ki em dep thé nao roi. Oliver nim Ry tay nang, Ho cing
budc vao phong khach. ’Em mudn uong gi day?*.

“Emkhong can g dau, cam on anh®
Oliver ngdi canh nang trén chiéc ghé phétoi. ”Anh phéi hoi em diéu nay, Leslie a. Em c6 cam ghét anh khong?

Nang cham chap lic du. “Khong, nhung em da timg nghi ki em caim ghét anh®, rdi nang nhéch mép cudi. *Phan ndo do, em ciing coi ddy I nguyén
nhan cho sy thanh dat ctia em hdm nay*.

”’Anh khong hiéu®

*Em mudn theo dudi anh dé tré han, Oliver a. Emmua céc td béo, tramh‘uyenhmhva phét thanh i dé tin cong anh. Anh Ia nguoi dan 6ng duy nhit ma
emda yéu that sy. Va khi anh... anh bo emdi, em... emkhong thé chiu dung nbi*, khudn mét ning gian giua mudc meét.

Oliver choang tay qua ngudi nang, “Leslie...« Sau do, mbi ho gin chit vao nhau, ho hon nhau cudng nhiét.
*Oi, Chiia 0f, nang n6i, “em khong ngd chuyén ndy lai xay ra“. Va Oliver dira nang vao phong ngi. Ho c6i quan 4o cho nhau.
”’Anh o1, nhanh 1én di, Leslie rén ri, “nhanh én di, anh yéu....

Ho ¢ trén giwdng, om chit iy nhau, thén thé dinh vao nhau nhu mot. Cudc tinh ctia ho that nhe nhang va thim duom, twa nhur mdi bét dau. Va nd luon
uén nhu moi bat dau. Roi hai ngudi nam lan ra, hanh phc, thda mén.

”Budn cudi qua anh nhi?* Leslie noi.
”Gi co em?”.

Tt c4 nhirg chuyén t0i t& vé anh da déng trén bao 4y. Em muén anh phai chi y dén ent, ning nép vao ngudi tinh cfi, "va emda dat duwoc muyc dich,
dung khong?*.

Oliver cudi to, “Pling roi*.
Leslie ngimg 1én va nhin ong. “Em rét tw hao vé anh, Oliver a. Tong thng ctia mrdc My,

”Anh cb ging dé lammot vi Tong thdng tot. D 1 diéu thue sy quan trong v6i anh. Anh mudn km mdt cai gi d6 khac nguoi. Oliver nhin dong ho. “Anh
e 1 minh phai vé thoi*

Tét nhién rdi, em s& dé anh di trudc*.

”Khi ndo thi anh lai dugce gap emnita day, Leslie?*

“Bit ky lic ndo anh muén®

*Ching minh phéi that can than dy*

“Em biét, chiing minh s& rit c4n than®. Leslie vin ndim d6, lim dim miét nhin Oliver méc quén o.
Khi chuén bj ra v&, dng clii xudng nang va n6i. “Em ctia anh that tuyét voi®

VA anh ctia em ciing tuyét voi. Anh hily luén luon nhur vay di voi e

Ong hon nang, “Ngdy mai anh s& goi dién cho e

Oliver di nhanh ra va quay vé Washingfon. Biét bao nhiéu diéu da déi thay, nhung ching minh van nhur ngdy xwa. Minh phai cin thin dé khong im ning
dau kho nira. Ong nhdc dién thoai v bam day sb ma Nghi s Davis d dra cho.



Nghi s Davis cAm ngay méy. ’Xin chao*.
“Con, Oliver day*.
”’Anh dang & dau thé?

"Con dang trén duong tro vé& Washington. Con mudn bao cho cha mt tin vui. Chiing ta khong can phai lo ling gi vé chuyén d6 nita. Moi viéc da & trong
vong kiém soat".

*"T6i khong thé ni cho anh biét 1 nghe duroc tin d6 t6i vui nhur thé ndo dau*. C6 s tin tudng trong giong ndi ctia Nghi si Davis.
*Con biét vay ma, thua cha®.

Sang hom sau, khi Oliver méc quéan 4o, ong tién tay cam t Washington Tribune 1én xem. Trén trang nh?it ctia to bao 1a hinh ngdi nha ctia Nghi si Davis &
Manassas. Dong chit chi thich & dudi lam 6ng choang vang: Pay 1a 1au dai tinh yéu bi mét ctia Tong thong Russell

Ban dang doc truyén Ké Hoach Hodn Héo dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuong 14

Leslie tham gia vao moi viéc trong t& bao: bién tap, viét bai, trinh bay... Mot hom ning bao ngudi phu trach ban quang cao, "Tai sao ta khong kiém duogc
hop dong quang cdo nao cta Gleason s nhi? 6 1 ctra hang s6 mdt ctia Georgtown'

"T6i da thir, nhung,..".

"T6i biét ngudi chi ciia 16, t6i s& goi dién cho 6ng ta".

Nang goi ngay, va néi. "Allan nay, ong khong ky hop ddng quang cao ndo vai Tribune ca, tai sao vay?".
Ong ta cudi vang, "Leslie, doc gia ctia ¢6 toan dén cira hang toi dn trom thoi".

Trude khi dén mot cude hop, Leslie thuong doc tat ca nhirng thong tin vé nhitng con ngudi & d6. Nang biét diém yéu va diém manh ctia timg ngudi va
nang tro thanh mdt nguroi thirong thuyet cue ky g ran va khéo 1éo.

Matt Baker canh cdo nang.

"Pdi khi ba ¢6 thé ctmg rin. Nhung doi lic ciing nén dé lai cho ngudi ta mdt cai gi d6 chir, Leslie!".

"Quén di. T6i | nguwoi tin twong vao chinh sach "tiéu thd"

Trong nim tiép theo d96, tap doan Washington Tribune d& mua thém mdt t& bao, mdt tram phat thanh ‘("y uc, mot dai t(uyén hinh & Denver va mot t(} béo
6 Hammond, an d9. Cur khi ndo ¢ mdt cudc mua ban moi la nhan vién ctia nhitng noi d9 lai lo lang vé nhitng gi s€ dén véi ho. Leslie ngay cang n6i
danh.

Leslie Stewart c6 mot sy ganh ty nuc cudi voi Katharine Graham.

"Ba ta may mén that", nang ndi, "va ba ta ndi tiéng I mot ke dang ghét".

Matt Baker dinh hoi ring nang c¢6 biét minh danh tiéng gi khong, nhung rdi 6ng lai thoi.

Mot budi sang, Leslie dén van phong va phat hién ra c6 ai d6 dat trén ban lim viéc ctia nang mdt hop gd nho bén trong c6 hai qua bong bang dong thau.
Matt Baker rit bi réi. "T6i xin 161, t6i s& mang..."

"Khong, dé n6 day".

"Nhung..."

"clr &€ lai".

Matt Baker dang c6 mot cude hop trong vin phong ciia minh thi ¢ tiéng Leslie qua bo dam
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"Matt, dén day ngay".

"Khong hé "moi 6ng", cling khong ¢4 "xin chao". Chéc ba ta lai c4u kinh gi ddy. Matt ngan ngAm nghi. Nang cong chiia Tuyét dang ngoc thé bat an. "Gid
t61 phai Ién day mot Iat", Matt ndi véi moi nguoi.

Ong roi khoi van phong, di doc theo hanh lang, noi c6 hang trim nhan vién ban ron véi cong viéc. Ong di thang may 1én Thap Nga va budc vao phong
lam viéc sang trong, rong rdi cua Leslie.

Khoang nira t4 Trudong ban bién tap da tu hoi dong da ¢ do.

Leslie dang ngdi sau chiéc ban to tuwéng ctia ning ngimg én khi Matt bude vao va néi, "Nao ching ta bét dau thoi".

Nang triéu tap mdt cude hop cac bién tap vién. Matt van con nhd nhu in 161 ndng ndi. "Ong s& diéu hanh td bao, con t6i s& khong nhing tay vao". Péng
1€ dng phai biet hon ca nang chir. Nang khong c6 quyén triéu tap mot cude hop nhur the nay. Pay I viéc cta 6ng co mi. Nhung miit khac, nang lai la cha
but va chia s¢ hitu va Washington Tribune, va nang c6 quyén lam bat cir diéu gi minh thich.

Matt Baker noi. "T6i mudn ndi chuyén véi ba vé bai bao viét vé t6 4m tinh yéu bi miat ctia Téng thong Russel & Washington Post, o bao canh tranh voi
ho. "Céc anh da xemno chua?"".

Matt 34 xem. "Roi, nhung chi ..."
"thoi gian gin Ay to nay dugc moi ngudi goi i ngudi mang tin sot déo ddy. Ong va cac phéng vién ctia 6ng & dau khi to Post san dugc tin ha?".

Dong chit ndi bat trén trang nht ciia 0 Post: Ngudi van dong hanh lang thir hai bi phét hién da héi 16 bo truong ndi vu. "Tai sao khong phai i ching ta
€0 tin nay?"

"Boi vi d6 I tin khong chinh thirc, t6i s& kiém tra nd. Chila..."
"T6i khong muén 1 ké chay sau dit ngudi khac',
Matt Baker tho dai va ngdi xudng. Nguoi dan ba ndy sip gieo sim sét ddy.

"Chiing ta s& 14 to bao s6 mot, hodc 1 ching ta khong 1 gi ca". Leslie tuyén bd. "Va néu da khong I gi ca thi ching ta ciing khong c6 viéc cho bat ky ai
& day, ding viy khong?"

Leslie quay sang Arnie Cohn, Truong ban bién tap cua Béc san chu nhét. "Khi ngroi ta tinh ddy vao sang chi nhat, ching ta mudn ho doc dic san nay
chir khong muon ho ngi ti€p. Bai vé clia tuAn wira 61 nhat nhéo lam'".

Cohn nghi thim, ba ta 1 dan 6ng thi ta s&... "Xin 161", dng ndi nho, 1an t6i t6i s& ¢ ging".

Leslie quay lai Jeff Connors, Trudng ban bién tap thé thao. Cqmors kha dep trai, khoang 35 tudi, cao 16n, o dang dép cta mdt van dong vién dién
kinh, toc vang, d6i mat xam, thong minh. Anh Ia nguoi luon biet minh phai lam gi cho tot.

"Anh viét ring Fielding sap bi ban cho Pirates".

"Nguoi ta bao toi k..."

"Nguoi ta bao gi anh cling nghe u? N6 sai hoan toan. To Tribune da cho dang mét tin khong bao gio 1a sy thit ca".

"T6i da kiém dugc tin d6 tir ngudi quan Iy ctia Fielding”, Jeff Connors néi, khong hé bdi rbi, "ong ta bao toi ring..."

"Lan sau phai kiém tra k§ nguon tin, va phai kiém tra di kiém tra lai". Leslie quay kai va chi mjt tos béo da & vang, duge dong khung treo trang trong trén
tuong, Do 14 trang nhat to Chicago Tribune, ra ngay 3 thang mur¢i mdt nam 1948. Dong tit rat 1d chay qua mét to bao: DEWAY da danh bai
TRUMAN.

"Pay 1 didu tbi t& nhit mi mot 1 bo c6 thé gay ra", Leslie noi, " viée tao nén tin gia. Ching ta dang im ci cong viée doi hoi luon phai dang tin chinh
AAN

Xac

Nang liéc nhinddng hd. "Thoi, chi c6 vay. Toi mong 1 cac anh chi lim cong viéc ctia minh tdt hon'".
Khi ho dtng ddy chuén bi ra ngoai, Leslie n6i véi Matt Baker. "T6i mu6n ong ¢ lai".

"Puoc thdi", 6ng ngdi xudng ghé va nhin nhimg ngudi khéc dang roi khoi phong

"Téi c6 quéa khéic nghiét véi ho khong?". Nang hoi ong,

"Ba cir im nhitng gi minh mu6n. Tt ca bon ho déu ki nhimg ngudi am thug",



"Ong biét ring ching ra dén ddy khong phai k dé két ban, m 1a dé lm bao". Nang nging dau lén nhin lai tos béo dong khung treo trén tuong. "Ong
turong trong xem, chu bit cta o bao kia s& cam thy the nao khi nd ra mat ban doc va Truman thi tr¢ thanh Tong thong nude M§? Toi khong bao gio
muon cd cam gidc do, Matt. Khong bao gio".

"Cir cho 14 sai di". Matt ndi. "Cau chuyén vé Tong thng Russell trén trang nhét s& thich hop hon véi mdt & béo 14 cai ddy. Sao ba ctr chim cham moi
mdc ong ta vay? Thir cho 6ng ta mdt co hdi di".

Leslie ndi voi vé mo mang bi mit. "Toi cho ong dy mdt co hoi roi'. Nang dting bat ddy va tré lai tinh téo. "Toi ¢6 linh cam a Tong thong s& khong thong
qua ludt thué méi danh vao vien thdng. Pi€u nay c6 nghia 1a chiing ta khong the thanh toan duoc hai cai tram & San Diego va Omaha".

"Ching ta ching thé m duoc gi chuyén nay".

"Thi diing vy chir sao. T6i mon dng ta bi bt ra khoi vin phong d6. Matt. Toi mudn mdt ngudi khéc s& vao nha tring, mdt ngudi biét minh phai m gi",
Matt khéng nmudn di vao bat ky mdt cude tranh ludn ndo voi Leslie vé chuyén Tong thong, Nang 1 ngudi vo ciing quyét liét trong van dé nay.

"Ong ta khong ximg dang véi vi tri 6. Va t0i s& lam tét ca nhitng gi ¢6 thé dé chic chin ring ong ta khong thé tai ctr & nhiém ky sau”

Philip Cole, truéng ban tin tirc qudc té, chay voi vang dén phong lam viée ciia Matt Baker khi ong chudn bi vé. Nét ong ta day vé lo Fing: "Ching ta 6
chuyén r6i. Matt a".

"C6 thé dé dén ngay mai khong? Toi dang mudn gio..."

"Chyén vé Dana Evans",

Matt hoi giat. "Chuyén gi vé c6 ay?"

"Bj bét roi".

"Bj bit?" Ong hoi mdt cach ngd vire. "Nhung vi sao co?"

"Vi t6i am gidn diép. Ong c6 mudn toi...

"Khéng, t6i s& tur minh lo vy nay". Matt Baker chay voi dén ban lim viéc va bam s, sb dién thoai ctia vin phong chinh phi
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Chuwong 15

Nang b 16i sénh sgch tir xa fim dén mot khoang san t0i om v lanh 0. Nang chong tré dién cudng, ¢6 thodt khoi hai ngwoi dan dng dang 10i tay minh,
nhung chang két qua gi. Sau tén linh da cho san, tay lam lim sting truong va mic nang gao thét, ching kéo nang dén cot go dugc chon san dudi dat. Pai
ta Gordan dung nhin bon linh tréi nang vao cot.

"Sao 6ng dam lm nhuc t6i, t6i khong phai B gian diép". Nang la hét, nhung tiéng la ctia nang bi nudt chimg bai tiéng sting ¢bi & dau do.
G dai ta budc ra xa va git dau ra lénh cho bon linh. "Chuan bi, nham..".

"Cammomdi".

C6 ban tay thd rap ke manh. Dana md mit, tim dép nhu trdng thic. Nang dang ndm trén giudng, trong cai xa lim chat hep va i tam. Dai ta Divjak
dung sting trurde mat.

Dana hoang sg, ngbi bt day, ¢b giiti khoi con ac mong. "Ong... dinh lam gi t6i"

Dai ta Divjak n6i lanh king. "Déang & ¢6 phai bi xr ban, nhung thit khong may t6i dwgc nh tha c6 ra".

Tim Dana dap manh.

"C6 phai roi khoi ddy trong chuyén bay dau tién", gi dimg lai nhin sau vao it c6, gin giong, "va dimg bao gi& quay trd lai nita".

B6 Ngoai giao va tham chi ca tong thdng My da phai tao sirc &p dé Dana Evans dugc tha ra. Khi Peter Tager biét duoc vu bit giit Dana, 6ng ta da tim
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gip tong thong,

"B ngoai giao vira thong béo cho toi. Dana Evans bi bt vi ho cho ring 6 4y i gian diép. Ching dang dinh hanh hinh ¢6 4y".
"Chia o, thét kinh khing, chiing ta khong duoc dé chuyén d6 xay ra".

"Ping vy, cho phép t6i sir dung danh nghiia ctia anh'.

"Puoc, hiy im bt cir diéu gi ma anh cho [ can thiét".

"T6i s& lam viéc vdi bo ngoai giao. Néu ching ta g& duoc vu ndy, ¢ thé Tribune s& nhe nhang hon véi anh”.

Oliver lic d4u. "T6i ching trong mong gi chuyén dy. Ching ta phai tim moi cach dé dua Dana ra khoi d6 ngay".

Sau hang ta nhing ci dién thoai khin cép cong véi sirc ép tir phong bau duc, Bo trrdng Bo ngoai giao My va ca thdm chi Tong thu ky lién hiép quic,
bon bat Dana mdi mién cudng tha nang ra.

Biét duoc tin ndy, Peter chay voi bao cho Oliver. "Dana dugc tha roi. Co dy dang trén dudng v& M§".

"Tuyét voi"

Hén nghi v& Dana trén duong di du mdt cude hop vao budi sang hom dé. Minh that vui vi da ctru durgc co Ay.
Hén khong hé biét ring sau ndy hdn s& phai tra gid bing ca cudc song bang hanh dong ny.

Khibiét chuyén bay cia Dana ha canh xudng san bay qu‘f')c té Dulles, Matt Baker cung hang td phong vién tir cac hang thong tAn, béo chi, phat thanh va
truyen hinh d& cho san dé chao don nang, Dana khong hé tin n6i khi nhin thay dam dong, "Chuyén gi...?"

"Pi 161 ndty, Dana, cudi én nao".

"Co dabi d6ixu ra sao? C6 thd bao khong?"

"C6 cam thiy thé ndo khi tr vé nha?"

"Hay cho chung t6i chup mdt birc anh"

"C6 c6 y dinh quay lai d6 khong?"

Tét ca nhu ndi ciing mot lic. Dana dimg do, chim ngéip trong nhitng cau hoi don dap.

Matt Baker x6 ddy d4am dong, dua Dana vao chiéc xe limousine chd sdn va phong di.

"C6... chuyén gi xdy ra vay?" Dana hoi

"C6 dang 1a nhan vat ndi tiéng day".

Nang lc dau. "T6i khong cin, Matt. Ri nang nhdm nghiém mit lai mot e Jau. "Cam on ong da ctru toi ra khoi d6".
"C phéi cim on tong thong va ngai Peter Tager. Ho Ia ngudi g& niit cho toan bo chuyén ndy. C6 ciing nén cam on Leslie Stewart nita".

Khi Matt cho Leslie biét tin Dana bj bit, nang da n6i véi dng. "Bon ché mé, ching d4m dbi xti thd bao nhur thé dbi véi phong vién cia Tribune a. Toi
muon anh phai lam moi cach, moi gid dé ching tha c6 ay ra. Cir lam moi viée 6 thé dua c6 ay ra khdinoi do".

Dana nhin ra ngoai cira xe. Nguoi ta di lai néi cudi trén duong phd. Khong c6 am thanh ciia sting nd, khong c6 tiéng bom ddy chét choc. Tht ky la.

"Trudng ban bién tp churong trinh Nha dAt da tim duoc mot canho cho co. Gio tdi s& dua cd 6 d6. Co clr nghi ngoi, bao lu ciing duoc. Khi nao
khoé hin, bon t6i s& lai don ¢6 tr6 lai im viéc". Ong nhin vao mét ¢6. "C6 khoé chir? Néu ¢ mudn di khim bénh, bon t6i s& sip xép..."

"Khong, t6i khoé, t6i da duge kham bénh & Paris roi".

Can hd ndm trén dudng Calvert, ndi thit duroc bai tri hai hoa véi mot phong ng, phong khach, bép, nha tim va ca mot phong lam viée nho.
"Puoc chir?", Matt hoi.

"Rét day du, cam on 6ng, Matt".

"R6i c6 con phai hop bao dé tuong thudt lai moi chuyén dﬁy. Toi s€ lo vudo cho cd".



Nang dang dtmg trén mot chiéc cau, nghe thiy tiéng sing nd va nhin nhitng than thé trwong phinh trdi Ap 1 phia dwéi. Nang tinh gidc va khoc nirc nd.
D6 14 gilc mo ctia nng & noi ddy nhung lai i thyre té dang xay ra ¢ noi kia. Nhing con ngudi v i da bi tan sat da man, bat ké ho 14 ai, dan ong, dan
ba, hay ngudi gia, tre em Nang nhé lai 1oi gido sur Staka. "Cude chién nay ban chét 1 khong thé hiéu diroc". Va didu nang tudng nhur khong thé tin ndi 1
nguoi ta héu nhur khong quan tim dén n. Nang khong dam ngu nita, so nhung con ¢ mong s& c¢6 co hoi 4p dén véi minh. Nang dtmg ddy, budc lén
ctra s6, nhin ra ngoai. Thanh phd tht yén tinh, khong sting dan, khong c6 nhig ngurdi la hét, n6 ¢6 ve nhur khong ty nhién. Nang tir hoi khong biét bay
i Kemal ra sao v libu nang con duoc gip cau bé nita khong. Biét dau gi ndy nd quén mét minh rdi.

Ca budi sang hom sau Dana di mua sam quan 4o. Tai bat cir noi ndo nang dén, moi ngudi deu phin nang chim chdm. Dana nghe thiy ho thi tham voi
nhau: "Dy, c¢6 Ay ddy, Dana Evans". Nhitng nguoi ban hang ciing nhin ra nang, ning da ndi tiéng, va nang ghét didu do.

Dana bo an sang va cting chang an trua. Nang doi nhung khong sao nuot duoc. Nang thiy qua cang thing, nhu dang chd doi mot tai hoa nao do roi
xubng dau Khi di trén pho nang b gang thu ngudi lai, ln tranh 4nh mit ctia nhitng ngudi la vi thiy nghi ngd tit ca. Trong tai ning nhu udn c6 tiéng
sting nd. Minh khong ghé ctr sdng i thé nay dugc. Dana nghi.

Budi trra, Dana dén vin phong ctia Matt Baker.

"Co lam gl & ddy thé? Co dang trong thoi gian nghi ni",

"T61i mubn trd lai am viée, Matt 2"

Matt nhin Dana va nhé lai ngudi con géi tré trung Ong gip cach ddy mdt vai néim. "Toi im viéc & ddy. Tét nhién, t0i da c6 mot chd & ddy roi. N6 giong
nhu mdt cude chuyen giao, phai khong?... Toi cd the bat dau ngay bay gio...". Va co gai ay con lam dugce nhiéu hon ca 101 hira lic dau. Gia ma minh c6
duoc mit dira con gai...

"Sép clia ching ta mudn gip ¢6 ddy". Matt bao nang,

Ho cing dén vin phong ciia Leslie Stewart.

Hai ngudi phu nit giip nhau. "Chiic mirng c6 da trd vé, Dana".

"Camonba".

"Hai ngurdi ngdi xubng di". Dana va Matt kéo ghé ngdi di dién véi Leslie.

"T6i toi dé camon ba vi da ciru toi ra khoi chd d6".

"Chéic & d6 kinh khing Fim nhi. Toi xin 161", nang quay sang Matt Baker, "chiing ta s& xp ¢6 dy vao chd nao bay gio ha Matt?"

Ong quay sang Dana. "Chiing t6i dang mudn bd nhiém lai vi tri phong vién ctia chuyén muc Nha Tring. C6 thich viée d6 khong, Dana?"

D6 1 vi trf uy tin nhét trong truyén hinh.

Khuon mit Dana bimg sang, "C6, t6i rat thich'".

Leslie git dau. "Pugc, vay i ¢6 s& theo doi & do".

Dana dimg day. "Xin mot lin nita cam on ba".

"Chiic may mén'".

Dana v Matt roi véin phong ctia Leslie. "Ching ta s& di xem chd i vige moi ctia ¢6 nhé". Ong dan ning dén toa nha s 4, noi moi ngudi dang chos dé
chao ddén nang, Phai mat dén murdi im phit Dana méi roi dugc dam dong nhitng ngurdi day thién chi ay.

"Dana [ phong vién m6i & myc nha tring ctia anh d4y". Matt n6i voi Philip Cole.

"Tuyét, t6i s€ chi cho ¢ xem van phong ctia ¢d".

"C6 da an trua chua?" Matt hoi.

"Chura, toi..."

"Tai sao ching ta khong cting an nhi?"

Phong in danh cho nhin vién nim & ting sau. N6 that rong rii, thoang dang va ké rit nhiéu ban ghé.
Matt dra Dana dén mot ban & goc phong, "Ba Stewart ¢6 vé d& thuong nhi?" Dana noi.

Matt dinh n6i diéu gi 46, nhung lai thoi.



"a, &, ching ta goi mon di".

"T6i khong doi".

"Co da anrdia?"

"Chua".

"Thé ¢6 c6 an sang khong?".

"Khong".

"Dana... thé c6 3n bita gin nhét i lic nao?".

Nang lc dau. "T6i khong nhé, nhung diéu d6 ching c6 gi quan trong ca".

"Khong duoc. Toi khong thé dé mot phdng vien moi ciia chuyén muc nha tréng lai chét vi doi dugc”.
Ngudi phuc vu dén bén ban. "Ong da sin sang goi mén chura, 6n Baker?"

"Ré1". Ong Iur6t nhin the don. "C6 Evans ddy s& ding thit hun khoi, rau diép va banh nhan thit, ca chua”, dng quay sang nang, "c6 ding banh ngot hay
kem?"

"Kh...06..ng".
"Con t6i thi cho mon bo chién'".
"Vang, thua 6ng".

Dana ngd xung quanh. "Moi thir ¢ day nhu khong phai la that. Moi chuyén ¢ kia mdi la cude song. Matt a. That kinh khing. Khong ai & day thém quan
tim dén noi do".

"Bimg n6i viy, Dana. Moi nguoi & dy tat nhién 1 c6 quan tim. Nhung ching ta khong phéi 1 tén sen dam qudc té. Ching ta chi cd ging & mirc ¢ thé
ma thoi".

"Thé thi chwra du", Dana gian dit Ia to.

"Dana..." Matt khyng lai. C6 4y hinh nhu dang khong 6 ddy, ma 6 mjt noi rat xa, rét xa; nhur dang nghe thdy nhing &m thanh ma 6ng khong thé nghe,
nhin thiy nhitng canh tirong ma 6ng khong thé nhin. Ho ctr ngdi ling di nhur thé cho dén khi ngurdi phuc vu mang d6 an téi.

"Pay 101"

"Matt, toi thie sy khong doi ma..."

"C6 s& an hét", Matt ra Iénh.

Jeff Connors dang tién lai gin ban. "Chao Matt"

"0, chao Jeff".

Jeffnhin Danna. "Xin chao c6".

Matt n6i véi nang. "Dana, déy 1 Jeff Connors. Cau ta i trurong ban bién tap muc Thé thao".
Dana git dau.

"T6i 1 ngurdi rat hAmmd 6, c6 Evansa. Rit mimg  ¢6 da dwoc ctru thoét".

Dana git d4u lan nita.

Matt mdi. "Cau cé mudn nhap bon khong?"

"9, rat han hanh". Anh ta kéo ghé n6i v6i Dana. "Téi da khong bo 15 mot chirong trinh ndo ctia c6 ca. Ching that xuét sic'.
Dana Ambam. "Camon".

Jeffla mdt van dong vién ndi tiéng & cong ty ching ta ddy, Dana. Céu Ay choi trong doi bong chay".



Lai mdt cai git dau nhe.
"Néu c6 1di, Jeffnoi, "thir sau ny, doi Orioles s& choi voi doi Yankees ¢ Baltinmore ddy. No..."

Va lin dau tién Dana quay sang nhin théing vao anh ta. "Nghe s6i dong nhi. Muc dich ctia cudc choi chi ki dénh qué béng va sau d6 chay vong quay sin
trong khi doi kia co ging chin anh lai phai khong?"

Jeff nhin nang bi r6i. "Vang, nhung..."

Dana dimg bat ddy, giong nang run Ién. "Téi da nhin thiy ngudi ta chay vong quanh mbt c4i san, nhung khong phai vi trdy choi, ma vi chinh mang song
ctia minh, bdi c6 ké dang nha dan vao ho. Nang nhu bi kich ddng. "Po6 khong phai 1a tro choi va cang khong phai 4 trd bong chay ngu ngdc ctia cac
anh".

Moi ngudi trong phong déu quay lai ca nhin nang,

"Anh cut di". Dana nitc né lao ra khdi phong,

Jeff quay sang Matt Baker. "Toi... toi thanh that xin I6i. Toi khong co y..."

"D khong phai 1 16 ctia anh. C6 4y van chura binh finh lai dwoc. Chi cé Chiia méi biét ¢6 Ay da phéi chiu dung nhimg gi".

Dana lao vé van phong minh va déng sam cira lai. Nang ngbi xudng, ¢b ging giir cho minh binh tinh lai. Oi troi oi! Minh da cur xur nhu mot con dién. Ho
s& ning minh, va thé thi ciing dang. Tai sao minh lai gay git voianh ta. Tai sao minh lai gdy nén mot chuyén t0i té& nhur thé. DAy khong phai i chd ciia
minh nita roi. Chéing con chd ndo danh cho minh nita ri. Nang guc du xudng ban, khoc nirc nd.

Vai phit sau, ¢6 ai d6 md cira bude vao. Dana ngude n. D6 1a Jeff Connors. Anh ta bung mdt khay dung thit hun khoi, rau diép, mot lat banh kep thit,
ca chua va mot khoanh pho mat.

C6 da quén bita trra ndy", anh n6i thit nhe nhang, Dana lau nurc mit, ging strc noi.
ToL.... t6i xin 161, Toi thire syr xin 0i. Toi khong ¢6 quyén..."

"C6 c6 quyén", anh ndi khg, "dui sao di nita, ai can di xem cai tro bong chy ¢6 16 kia lim g, phai khong?" Anh dit khay 1én ban. "T6i an trua cling co
nhé".

"Cam on, nhung t6i khong doi'".

Anh thé dai. "C lai dat t6i vao thé khé xir 1, cd Evans. Matt n6i co phai an, ¢ khong mudn lm toi mit viée ddy chir?"
Dana c6 tao nén ny cudi. "Khong dau', nang bé nira chiéc banh xang-duych va cin mot miéng nho.

"To hon ndo". Dana cin mdt miéng nho nita.

"To hon nita di". Nang ngudc nit nhin anh.

"Anh thrc Iong mudn t6i n banh nay 42"

"Bing thé ddy", anh ngiim nang cin mdt miéng to hon nita. "5t 101, 4, tién day, néu co khong lim gi t6i thir sau, t6i khong biét minh da néi chura, nhung
c0 tran gitra Oriles va Yankees. C6 di chir?"

Dana nhin anh va git dau. "Vang".

Ba gio chiéu hom do, khi Dana bude vao cbng Nha tréing, nguoi hudng dan bao ning, "Ngai Tager mubn gip cd, ¢d Evans. Toi s& cho ngudi dua co
dén van phong cua 6ng ay".

Dana di theo ngudi dan dudng qua mot hanh lang dai hun hit dén vin phong ctia Peter Tager. Ong ta dang chd nang, "Ngai Tager..."
"T6i khong ngd duge gip ¢d somthé, co Evans. Nguoi ta khong cho 6 nghi ngoi mot chit sao?"

"Khéng phéi, ma vi t6i khong mudn nghi”, Dana n6i. Toi... ti can phai lam viéc".

"Moi ¢6 ngdi", nang ngdi xudng ghé dbi dién, "T6i c6 thé moi ¢ udng gi day?"

"Khong, cam on ngai, t0i vira &n trua". Nang thdm cudi khi nghi dén anh chang Jeff Connors. "Ngai Tager, t6i mudn cam on ngai va Tong thong Russell
vi da clru t6i thoat chét".

Nang ngip ngimg. "Toi biét 1 Tribune da khong dwoc thién chi im véi Tong thong, va toi..."



Peter khoat tay. "Cha, d6 1 chuyén chinh tri. Tng thdng s& khong tha thir cho bon ching vu nay dau. C6 ¢6 biét chuyén vé nang Helen thanh Troy
khong?"

"Coa"

Ong ta mim cudi. "%, ma ¢6 18 ching t6i ciing s& gy chién voi c6 ddy. C6 1 mdt ngudi quan trong’.
"T6i khong thiy thé".

"T6i mudn ¢ biét ring ca toi va Tong thong déu rat hai ong khi biét ¢6 s& lam viée tai Nha tring".
"Cam on ngai'.

Peter néi tiép. "Tiéc I Tribune khong hoa hop voi Tong thong Russell va o lai c}ang lam dugc gi dé thay ddi tinh hinh d6. Nhung du vdy, & cép do ca
nhan, néu c6 gi Tong théng hodc toi c6 thé gitp... ching t6i danh gi4 6 rat cao".

"Cam on ngai, t6i xin ghi nhd".

Ctra phong mo. Oliver bude vao. Dana va Peter duing day.

"0, ngdi xubng di". Téng thong ndi. Ong bude vé phia Dana. "Mimg cd trd v&",
"Cam on Tong thdng, va ti thure sy mubn cam on ngai".

Oliver cudi. "Néu khong bao vé durge sinh mang ctia mit con nguoi thi im Tong thong ma lim gi. Toi ndi théng v6i c6 nhé, 6 Evans, khong ai trong
chiing t61 hAm md to bao cua ¢6 dau, nhung ching t6i lai hAimmd ¢6 day".

"Xin cam on ngai".
"Peter s& dan c6 di mdt vong quanh day. Néu c6 vudng miic gi, ching toi s& gitp ¢o".
"Nigai thit t5t qua"".

"Néu c6 khong ngai, ti mudn ¢ gap 6ng Werner, bo trurong bo ngoai giao. Toi mudn cd ké cho dng ta nghe tinh hinh ¢ Sarajevo r6i 6ng ta s& im bao
cé4o van tat cho t61'".

"T6i rét vui duge Amdiéu d6".

Khoan mdt ta ngurdi ngdi trong phong hop riéng ctia bo trudng bd ngoai giao, Fing nghe Dana ké lai nhitng gi nang biét.

"Hau hét nha cira & Sarajevo déu bi pha hong hodc huy hoai... khong dién, khong nurde. Nguoi ta théo binh dc quy 6 6 dé chay tivi..

"Purong xa trong thanh phd bi nghén lai boi nhimg chiée 6 6, xe thd, xe dap bi tring bom. Phurong tién giao thong duy nhat i d6i chan.

"Khi ¢6 mura, moi ngudi By nurde tir nhimg cbng rinh trén duong phd va tri trong thing...

"Khong c6 bét ky sur ton trong nao ddi véi hoi chix thip d6 hay cac nha bao. Trong cude chién ndly da c6 hon bén muroi nha béo thigt mang va hang ta
nguoi bi throng. Khong biét liéu cude khoi nghiia chong lai Slobodan Milosevic ¢6 thanh cong hay khong, nhung cam nhén chung la thai d6 cua 6ng s&
suy sup tham hai do chinh cugc song ctia nhitng nguoi dan ¢ day da qua toi".

Cudce hop kéo dai khoang hai tiéng, D v6i Dana, nang vira ¢4 cam gic dau buép lai vira thdy phén chsfln Boi nang da miéu ta dyoc chn thyc nhimg gi
xay ra tai 6, nang thay nhur minh dang song lai khung canh sinh dong ay, nhurng dong thoi, nang ciing thay thit nhe nhang vi duoc ké no ra.

B0 trrdng ngoai giao n6i. "Cam on ¢b nhiéu, ¢d Bvans, vi da cho ching ti rét nhidu thong tin, ong ta mim cuoi. "Mimg cd trd vé an toan'"

"T6i cling vay, thua bd trudng'”.

Toi thir sau, Dana ngdi canh Jeff Connors trong khu vire danh cho gi6i bao chi, theo ddi tran bong chay. Bay la lan dau tién ké tir khi tro vé, nang c6 thé
nghi t61 mot cai gi do khong phai la chién tranh. Vira theo doi dién bién trén san, nang vira nghe tiéng ngudi trong thudt. "Bay 1a gio phit gay go cua trdn
dau... Nelson dang ném bong. Adomar danh doc xudng bén tri san. Palmeiro dang lai gin anh ta. Ty s6 dang 1 2 va 1. Nelson ném bong vao gilta 1Oi...
Paleiro lao t6i d6n bong... Mot ¢t danh tuyét voi! Ctr nhur ca bire tudng da bay theo trai bong .. két thic... Palmeiro dang...".

& Iuot d4u thir bay, JefFhoi. "C6 ¢6 thich trin d4u nay?",

Dana ngudc mit 1én nhin anh. "Vang, t6i thich'".

Sau trén dau, ho trd lai D.C. va ding bita tdi & quan "Hai muroi - muoi Bm'"



Toi mu6n xin 161 anh 1an nira vi cach cu xtr hom tru6e”. Dana n6i. "Chi vi toi da trai qua cude song & mt noi ma...", nang dimg lai vi khong biét phai n6i
thé ndo, "noi ma nguroi ta phai doi mt gitra song va chét. Tat ca that kinh khing, boi khong ai ngan can cudc chién d6 ca, nguoi dan khong con biet hy
vong vao cai ginira".

Jeffnhe nhang. "Dana, ¢6 dung dé minh qué bi 4m anh béi cude chién d6 nira. Co phai tiép tuc sdng, va sbng & day".

"Toi biét chi 13 ... khong d& dang lm'".

"Tat nhién [ vayl Toi mudn gitip ¢d, cho phép t6i nhé?"

Dana nhin anh mt e Jau rdi dap. "Xin by gitip em'”"

Hom sau, Dana lai hen di an trua voi Jeft

"Em t¢i d6n anh nhé", anh dé nghi va cho nang dia chi.

"Pugc thoi". Dana tur hoi khong biét Jeff dang lim gl & d6. Ving ndy ndi tiéng 1 mdt dia danh khong Ky gi lim tot dep cho Bim. Dana da tim dugc cau
tra 101 khi ho t6i noi. Hai d6i bong dang vay Ky Jeff, toan nhitng cau thi con nit tir 9 tu6i dén 13 tudi trong nhitng trang phuc nhiéu mau sac Dana déu xe
ngodi ria d¢ xem

Jeff dang huéng dﬁnﬂlﬁ tre. "Nho la dimng ¢6 voi vang. Khi ngudi ta ném bong, hdy twong tuong 1 qua bong dén ta rat chdm, vi thé nén ta c6 thira thoi
gian d€ danh. Hay d¢ cai dau chi dao canh tay nhé...".

Jeffng6 ra va thiy Dana. Anh vay vAy. "Thoi nhé, céc chang trai, hom nay tam thé nhé".

Mot cau bé hoi. "Nguoi yéu cia chii ddy &, chi Jeff".

"5, néu chit may min'". Jeff mim cuoi. "Tam biét nhé". Anh bude dén bén xe Dana.

"Khong khac gi mit cau lac bg", nang nhin xét.

"Ching khé im. Anh dén day hudng din ching tun mot Jn".

Nang mim cuoi. "Em ciing thich thé", va nang dot nhién t6i Kemal. Khong biét gid nay cau bé c6 khoé khong va dang lim gi

Déan dan Dana nhan thdy minh mdi ngay mot thich Jeff Connors hon. Anh nhay cam, thong minh va hai hude. Nang luén duge vui vé bén anh. Ky tre kinh
hoang vé Sarajevo dang dan nhat nhoa di. Mot budi sang, nang thirc ddy va khong con thiy 4c mong nita. Khi nang ké cho Jeffnghe diéu ndy, anh cdm
tay nang thi thAm. "Dé moi chinh 1 ngudi con gi ciia anh'”.

Dana bin khoan khong biét c6 nén hiéu xa hon cau néi d6 khong

C6 mot buec thur viét tay chd Dana tai vin phong,

"C6 Evans, dimg lo Fing cho chéu, chiu dang hanh phiic, khong ¢ don chiit ndo. Chau khong nhé ai ca. Va chau s giri tra lai ¢6 nhitng bd quén a0 cd
nua cho chau vi chau khong can dén nita. Chau da cd quan 4o ctia minh roi. Tam biét cd. Bire thu ky tén "Kemal".

Thur c6 déu buu dién 6 Paris, dau bi thu ¢6 dong chit "Ngbi nha Xavier cho cc cau bé". Dana doc di doc lai. Rbi ning nhic dién thoai. Phai dén bon
tiéng sau Dana moi gip duge Kenal

Giong céu bé c6 vé do xét. "Xin chao".

"Kemnl, ¢4 1a Dana Evans ddy. Khong c6 tiéng tra 101, "Co da nhin dugc nhan duoc thu cta chau”. Im fing. "C6 chi mubn n6 1 co mimg khi thiy chéu
hanh phtic va dang song cudc song t6t dep"". Dana cho mit lie 10 tiép tuc. "C6 wde gi minh ciing durge hanh phiic nhu chau. Chau 6 biét tai sao ¢d
khong hanh phiic khong? Vi ¢6 nhd chiu, ¢6 nghi vé chau rat nhidu'".

"Khong, c6 khong nhé chau, Kemal kéu Ién, "c6 khong thém quan tim dén chau'".

"K hong ding thé, vy chau c6 mudn dén Washington dé sdng véi ¢ khong?"

Im lang that 1au. "C6 co... ¢6 y dinh d6 sao?"

"Bing, thé chau co thich vy khong?"

"Chau... cau bé bat khoc.

"Chau c6 thich khong? Kemal?"



"C6... ¢6, cd a".
"C6 s& thu xép nhé".
"CH Evans?"

"Gi ha chau?"
"Chau yéu co"

Dana va Jeff di bén nhau trong cong vién West Potomac. "Em nghi 3 minh s& séng v6i mdt nguoi nita", va nang thong bao voi anh, "ciu ta s& song & day
voi em trong tuan toi".

Jeff nhin nang ngac nhién. "Cau ta?"

Dana thdy minh hai ong truéc phan g ctia anh. "Vang, tén cau dy ki Kemal, mudi hai tubi".
Va nang ké cho anh nghe cau chuyén.

"Cau bé cau cb vé tuyét voi ddy nhi?"

"Bing thé, n6 da trai qua mdt dia ngyc tran gian, Jeffa, em mudn nd quén di".

Anh nhin nang va n6i. "Anh ciing mubn giip 16",

Pém d6, lAn dau tién ho ngi cling nhau.

Ban dang doc truyén Ké Hoach Hocn Hao dugc ti mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full.Net.

Chuong 16

C6 hai Washington D.C. Mot 1 thanh phd ctia vé dep ky diéu: nhitng cong trinh kién triic, béo tang thé gidi, céc twong dai ky nigm nhing nhan vt vi dai
trong qua khir: Lincoln, Jefferson, Washington... Mt thanh pho ctia nhitng cong vién xanh murét, nhitng bong hoa trroi tham va khoang troi ém diu.

Con mdt Washington D.C khac 1 noi ctia nhitng ké vo gia cur, mdt thanh phd, véi ti 16 t6i pham cao nhit dit nurée, mot mé cung ciia nan cudp cia va
giét nguroi.

Monroe Arms la mbt khach san trang nha, namkin d4o, khong xa ngd tur dwong 27 va duong K. Khach san khong quang céo. N6 séng chi yéu nhd
nhitng khach quen. Mgt chil hing bat dong san tén 1a Lard Cameron da xay dyng khach san ndy tir vai nam trude.

Jeremy Robinson, giam ddc diéu hanh khéch san dang xem x¢t s ding ky khéch tro véi vé ling ting hién 16. Ong kiém tra lai ho tén nhimg khach thué
cac phong hang sang dé chéc chin 1 khong xay ra mdt so sudt ndo.

¢ phong 325, mdt dién vién tén tudi da lu me dang dién tap cho mdt v& kich s& duoc trinh din ¢ nha hat qudc gia. Theo to Washington Post, ba ta dang
hy vong duoc ndi danh trd lai.

& phong 425, ndm ding trén du phong nit dién vién kia, mot thurong gia ndi tiéng, dén Washington rt déuA dan. Tén & s6 dang ky clia 6ngta 1 J.L
Smith, nhung vé ngoai dng lai khien nguoi ta lién twdng dén mdt sac dan nao dé o ving Trung Can Bong. Ong Ia vi khach vo cting hao phong.

Phong 525 Ia ngai William Quint, mdt nghi s dang Cong hoa, hanh tung rat bi an.

Bén trén nita, phong 625, 1 ngudi ban hing ciia cong ty phan mém mdy tinh, ¢én Washington mdi thang mot lan.

Piang ky tai phong 725 la Pat Murphy, mdt chuyén gia van dong hanh lang c& qudc té.

Gan day, moi viée déu it dep, Jeremy Robinson nghil. Nhirg nguoi khach quen thude déi voi 6ong. Nhung phong 825, phong hang nhit ndm & tang cao
nhat, thi hoi khé hiéu. D6 1 cin phong duge danh cho nhing khach quen lai vira quan trong nhit. N6 chiém tron mot tang, duoc bai tri bang v 56 do
¢ gia tri, nhimg bure tranh quy, va ¢6 thang may riéng dén thing dén gara & tAng hdm. Vi thé, nhitng vi khach mubn gidu tén va c6 thé dén va di khong ai
hay biét.

Peiets am Jeremy Robinson bdi rdi 1 céi tén vi khach trong phong niy ghi & s ding ky ctia khach san: Eugenne Gant. The sy ¢6 ai mang tén nhu vy
khong, hay chi 1 mdt nguoi thich doc Thomas Walfe da chon nd 1am bi danh?
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Carl Gorman, nhén vién tryrc ngiy, nguoi tiép nhdn vi khach tén Gart da nghi vai g truée day va khong ai tim thiy anh ta dau. Robinson rét ghét sur kho
hi€u. Ai Ia Eugene Gant va tai sao lai dugc ¢ day phong sang trong bac nhat nay.

& phong 325 tang ba, Dame Gisella Barrett dang mdt minh tp vo. & tudi 60, ba ¢6 vé ngoai khé bét méit. D6 & mot dién vién san khéu da timg duoc
khan gid ngudng md va cac nha phé binh dé€ cao sudt mot dai, tir phia Tay London dén Manhattan. Vé dep ruc r& cua mdt thoi van con vuong lai trén
guong mit da thoang vai nét nhan ctia sy chua xot.

Da}me I%isella da doc bai bao trén to Wgshington Post, ndi réng ba trd lai Washington dé tai tao danh tiéng. Mot su ndi danh tré lai! Dame Barrett cam
thiy phan nd. Sao hg dam? Minh da mat n6 dau.

Thuc su 1a vay, 1An cubi cling ba xut hién trén sin khé’u cach day q& hgn 20 nam. Mot (}ién vién Vi dai thi phai c6 mit d.';}o dién clng mdt nha séq xut
tai ba ly limg. Canh dao dién ngay nay qua non nét doi voi uy quyen toi cao cta san khau thure thy. Con cac nha san xuat limg danh cta Anh quoce nhur
H.M Tenant, Binkie, Beaurnont: C.B. Cochran déu kh()ng con nira. ThAm chi nhﬁ’ng nm san xuat duoc coi I tai ning ctia My nhu Hg:Ibum, Belasco va
Golden cling da ra di. Con gi d¢ noi khi nha hat by gio ndm trong tay nhirng ké nhiéu tién va chi str dung n6 nhu mdt cong cu kiém tién. Nhitng ngay xa
xua that dang d€ nudi tiec. Pau ca r6i nhitng nguoi viet kich ban véi ngoi bt tod anh hao quang? Dame Bisella da 1a mdt ngdi sao khong thé thay thé véi
vai Ellie Dunn trong v& "Ng6i nha c6 tréi tim tan vd" ctia Berna Shaw.

Cac nha phé binh san khau da khong tiéc 101 khen ngoi minh. Thét ti nghiép George. Anh 4 ay khong thich bi goi George. Phai la Bernard co. Moi nguoi
ctr nghi vé& anh Ay nhu v& mot biéu tuong cua sy chua chat, déng cay. Nhung ho dau biét, 4n sau cai vé ngoai do lai la mot tamhon Ai-len day lang man.
Anh d3 luén giri cho minh nhitng bong hong nhung tuoi thim. Minh cho 1 anh 4y qua nhit nhat nén khong thé tién xa hon duoc. C6 thé anh 4y sg minh
s€ tir choi.

Ba dang chuén bi dong mjt vai quyén Iure nhét - Lady Machbeth - cho sy Xuét hién trd lai nay. D6 1 sy lwa chon hoan hao.

Dane Bisella diit ghé sau birc turdng nhin ra ban cong. Nhur thé ba s& khong bi domngo tir bén ngoai.

Ba ngdi xudng, hit mdt hoi dai, bit dAu nhap vao nhén vat. Mot nhdn vat ctia Shakespeare. Chi ba méi xtmg dang voi tim voc ciia vai dién ndy.

... "Vi chiia, sao lai ngu ngdc dén vay? Sau bao nhiéu néim t6i & khach san nay, 1& ra cac nguoi phai biét..."

Giong n6i gay gt phét ra tir cira s6 cin phong tAng trén.

Trong phong 425, J.L. Smith, mdt tay budn vii khi dang 16n tiéng méing ngudi phuc vu.

" .. M6n 4n toi dat luon ki mon trimg ca Beluga, Beluga, 16 chura!". Ong ta chi vao dia trimg ca trén ban xe ddy. "Mén nay chi dang cho bon xép cang ca
an".

"T6i thanh tht xin 163, ngai Smith. Toi s& xudng bép va..."

"Khong phai ban timnira". J.L. Smith ngim nghia cai khuy tan Rolex bang kim cwong ctia minh. "T6i khong con thoi gian. Toi co mot cude hen quan
trong dang chd". Ong ta tién ra ctra va sau it phut nita s€ cé mit & van phong ctia ngai churong li. Hom qua chinh ngai ta da két ti ong nmurdi lam 1an hoi
16 cho B{ trudng bo quoc phong, Néu ho du ching ctr budc tdi thi 6ng s& bi ba nam tu giam kém theo mire phat 1a mdt triéu do la.

& phong 525 ngai nghi st William Quint, thudc thé thé thir ba ctia mdt gia dinh danh gia & Washington dang c6 cudc gip gb voi ba thanh vién khac trong
nhom diéu tra ctia Ong,

"Viée mua ban va sir dung ma tuy & thanh phd ndy da hoan toan virot ra ngoai tim kiém soat". Quint néi, "Ching ta phai dua nd tré lai khuon kho".
Quay sang Dalton Isaak, 6ng hdi. "Theo anh, bon ndo tiép nhan ma tuy?"

"Céc bang nhém cta céc linh dia. Bon Brentwood dang tra gid cao hon bon Fouteeth Street va bon Simple City, dan dén v thanh toan hdi théng trude
Vi bon cai xac ndm lai.."

"Ngimg lai. Va ngay lp ttre". Quint nhin manh, khong gidu vé gian dit xen An lo Fing". FBI da goi cho t6i con vién canh sat truéng da hoi t6i vé ké
hoach tao thanh dot nay".

"Ngai trd 101 ho ra sao?"

"Nhu moi lan thoi. Rang ching ta dang ngap dau ngép co vao viée didu tra". Ong ta quay sang vién tro Iy. "Sép xép mdt cude gip voi bon Brentwood.
Bao ching, néu con mudn ching ta chong lung phai san sé cong bang modi hing véi bon khac". Ong ta lai quay sang vién tro Iy khac. "Chiing ta thu dugc
bao nhiéu thang trude".

"Mudi triéu tai chd va mudi triéu tir ngodi vao".

"Phéi ting Ién nira. Cai thanh phd nay dang tré nén ngdy cang dat do".

¢ phong 625, Norman Haff dang tran trudng trén chiéc girong t6i om xem phim con heo phét trén kénh ti vi mach kin ctia khach san. Ga c6 mau da xanh
16t cing mdt vong eo khong 16 day bia, da thit thi beo nhéo. G& chom Ién ban tinh.



"Hay nhin ho dang lm gi kia, Irma", 3 thi thio. "Em 6 mudn anh am nhu thé khoéng?" Ga sd néin xung quanh vong eo ban tinh, nit van dan chét vao
G tit pin v ndm vat ra, thé hon hén, cam thiy that tuyét. Ga s& cing Irama mot lan nita vao budi sang, trude khi théo hoi va xép "nang" vao va L
Normal 1a ngum chao hang, c4i nghé ludn phai rong rubi dén nhitng noi la lam, noi ma gii khong c6 ai lam bau ban. Va gA da "timra" Irma cach day vai

ndm "Nang" i tit ca nhirng gi dan ba ma gi can. Nhimg ddng nghiép ngoc nghéch ctia g di vong quanh nu6c My, mét khong biét bao nhiéu tién cho
damdi rac ciing chi dé dat t6i cai két qua gi vira dat duoc. Song, hon hiin bon ho, i c6 thé thoa méin bat ky lic ndo gi mudn, lai khoi phai lo chuyén
bénh tat gi.

& tang trén, phong 725, gia dinh Pat Murphy vira di an t6i v&. Tim Murphy, murdi tubi, dang dimg trén ban cong nhin ra cong vién. "Ngay mai minh tréo
[én dinh dai trong niém, bo nhé?" Cau bé nai ni.

Em trai Tim phan d6i. "Khong. Em mudn dén Vién Smithsonian.
"Tru s& Smithsonian", 6ng b sira lai.
"Gi ciing durge. Con mudn t6i do"

Py I 1an dau tién bon tré dugc dén thi d6, dit bb ching, mbi ndim c6 t6i hon 6 thang sdng & ddy. Pat Murphy 13 mdt chuyén gia van dong hanh lang va
sap t6i s€ [a mdt trong nhitng nhin vat quan trong hang dau & Washington.

Ong bd ctia Murphy I thi trréng mot thi trédn nhé & Ohio va Pat da 16n 1én véi piém say mé ch1:nh tri. Pat co céu ban than tén 1a Joey. Ho hoc cling nhe}u,
ditraihe cﬁng’nhau va cling chia s¢ moi thir. Nghia 1a khéng thé con gi than thiét hon. Nhung tat ca da thay d@i trong mot ki nghi, khi bé me Joey di vang
nha va Joey dén ¢ cing Pat Murphy. Nira dém, Joey mo dén phong Pat, chui vao girong, "Pat", cdu ta thi tham, "day di".

Pat m6 mét. "Chuyén gi? Chuyén gi xay ra thé?"

"Minh thdy c6 don", Joey thi thAm. "Minh... muén cau'.

Pat Murphy bdi r6i. "Dé am gi?"

"Cau khong hiéu 2? Minh yéu cu. Minh muén cau". Va cau ta hon moi Pat.

Pat kinh hdi vi phét hién ra diéu khing khiép 1 Joey méc bénh ddng tinh. Khong bao gid Pat n6i chuyén v6i Joey nita.

Pat Murphy ghé tom sur dong tinh; ho 1 nhitng ké dong dam, 1 quai vat. Chta nguyén rtia ching khi ching di dy d6 nhing dira tré ngdly tho. Ong bién
10i cam ghet va ghé tom thanh mot chién dich lon, 1u dai, chong lai dén cing cac img ctr vién ma 6ng chéc chén la bict ho mang bénh dong tinh, rao
giang vé nhitng t0i ac, nhitng nguy hi€ém ma nd mang dén cho con nguoi.

Hbi trudc, 6ng ta thrdng dén Washington mdt minh, nhung 1in ndy vo dng cir nhat dinh doi cho ba va 1 tré di theo.

"Em muén cude séng ciia anh & d6 ra sao", ba ta noi va cudi cing Pat danh phai nhwrong bo.

Gio ddy, ong ta dimg nhin ba vo va It tré, tham nghi, dayla Jan cudi ta nhin thiy ching bay. Sao ta lai c6 thé pham mdt sai imngu d6t thé nhi? Thoi
duoc, nd cling sap | két thic rdi. Gia dinh 6ng dang ban ké hoach ngay nmai, nhung im gi ¢6 ci ngdy mai d6. Trude khi ho thirc ddy thi 6ng da dang trén
duong dén Brazil rdi.

Alan dang cho 6ng ta.

& phong 825, cin phong dé virong, 1 mdt sy im king tuyét d6i. Tho, hin tw nhi. Minh phai the... thd chim hon nira. . chimhon nita... Hén sép roi vao
con hoang loan va ctr dtmg nhin chdm chém vao thin hinh manh de, khong mot ménh vai che than ctia c6 gai tré song suot trén nén nha, nghi. D6 khong
phai [a 101 ctia minh. C6 ta bi trugt ngd.

Dhu co gi bi v khi va vio gdc ban bit s, méu tran xudng trén. Hén da bat mach c0 tay co, nhung khong c6 déu hiéu gi. Tht khong tin nbi khi c6 bé
mdi sung sudng, quan quai trong tay han...

Minh phai thoat khoi day. Ngay bay gio! Hén nhanh chéng mic quan, 0. Chuyén nay khong chi i mdt vu scandal binh thurong mé n6 s& lm rung
chuyén ca thé giéi. Ho chac khong thé Ian ra minh & day.

MEiic xong quan 40, hdn vao phong tim, nhing wét chiée khin va lau chii tat ca moi chd ma hin ¢ thé cham dén.

Khi da chiic chin minh khong dé lai ddu vét ndo, hén nhin quanh mdt in cudi. Chiéc xdc tay ctia ¢ bé! Han nhit 1én rdi di dén cudi phong, noi ¢6 thang
may riéng.

Hén budc vao trong, ging trn finh lai. Han bimnit "G", va vai gidy sau dd ¢ trong gara. Khong co ai H(:';.Il dang budc t6i chiéc 6t6 cia minh, d6t nhién
nhé ra va nhanh chong quay lai thang my. Rut chiéc khéan tay, han lau nhitng cai mit bam. Han ding khuét trong bong t6i, nhin quanh mdt lan nira dé



chic chén chi ¢6 mdt minh hén. Cudi cling, khi d4 thdy an tim, hin budc tdi 6t6, md cira va ngdi vio. Pong co nd ém. Chiée xe phong ra khoi garage.
C6 hau budng Filipina phat hién ra x4c chét nim sdng soai trén trén nén nha.
“Odios ko, Kawawa naman iyong babae!” (tiéng dia phurong — t6 y so haii, kinh hoang) C6 ta m déu thanh, lao ra khoi phong, la hét dmi

Ba phit sau, giam dbc didu hanh Jeremy Robinson va Thom Peters, quan Iy khach san da c6 mit tai 825, cin phong sang trong hang nhét. Ho dimg nhin
cham cham vao céi xac 16a 16 ciia ¢d gi.

“Chia 0i,” Thomnoi, “C5 ta chi 16, 17 1 ciing.” Ong ta quay sang ngudi giam ddc. “Tot hon hét I ta goi canh sat?”

“Poi da!” Canh sat. Bao chi. Du luén. Trong mdt thoang suy nhi, Robinson ban khoan khong biét ¢6 thé dua cai xdc mdt cach im laing ra khoi khach san
hay khong,

“Théi duoc, hdly lam nhur vay.” Cudi ciing Jeremy Robinson dong y véi vé mién cudng,

Thom Perters it ra chiéc khin tay va ding né dé 16t ban tay nhéc dién thoai.

“Cau dang lam cai gi vay?”” Robinson kéu Ién. “Pay khong phai la an mang ma chi 1a mot tai nan.”

“Ching ta chra biét 1 gl co ma?” Peters tra 1o

Anh ta quay s6 va cho.

“Canh sat phai khong? C6 mdt xéc chét & khach san Monroe Arms.”

Thanh tra Nick Reese c6 vé ngoai nhur mdt vién canh sat dudng phé: cao Ion, vam v, cai mili Ay, dau tich cho nguoi ta biét ong da timg 1a v0 st quyen
Anh. Nick bt dau sy nghiép 1a moOt nhAn vién trong canh sat thu d6 Washington, sau tién dan Ien, tir ha sit6i trung Gy, 1di s quan tudn tra cao cip. Ong
duoc bd nhiém 1 thanh tra D2 i D3 va trong 10 nim qua 1 nguwdi pha duoc nhiéu vy 4n nhét ctia phong,

Thanh tra Reese king & quan sat hién trrdng. Trong phong con c6 6 ngudi dan ong khéc. “ DA ai dong vao céi xac chira?” Ong ring minh, hoi.
Robinson nhim vai. “Chua.”

“Cotalaai?”

“Toi khong biét.”

Reese quay sang nhin vién giam doc. “Mot co gai tré chét trong cin phong hang nhét ctia 6ng ma 6ng lai ching biét gi vé c6 ta? Thé khach san nay ¢6 sb
dang ky khach khong?”’

“Tét nhién i ¢6, ong thanh tra a, nhung trudng hop ndy...” Robinson ngdp ngimg,
“Truong hop nay...?”

“Ong Eugene Gant da dng ky phong nay.”

“Ong ta 4 ai?”

“T6i khong biét.”

Thanh tra Reese khong thé kién nhan duoc nira.

“Thir xemnhé. Newoi dt phong ndy bét budc phii tré tién... tién mit, thé tin dung hay B c4i quai gi 6 di nira. VA ngudi tiép nhan dng Gant ndy vio
chac han phai nhin thay 6ng ta. Ai tiép nhan?

“Gorman, nhan vién tryc ngay.”
“T6i mudn ndi chuyén véi anh ta.”
“Toi... t6i so 1 khong thé.”

“Ha? Sao thé?”

“Hom qua anh ta di nghi roi.”

“Goi anh ta ngay.”



Robinson thd dai. “Anh ta nao ¢ ndi vdi ai la minh di dauw.”
“Khi ndo anh ta quay v&?”
“Hai tuln nira.”

“Toi & coi ong k ngwoi khong mubn hop tac. Toi khong c6 ¥ dinh doi dén 2 tuAn mi mubn c6 nhimg cau tra 1oi ngay bdy giv. Chic hén ai d6 phai nhin
thiy cd ngudi ra vao phong ndy cha?”

“Khong chac thé!”” Robinson ndi ¢ vé hdi Ibi. “Bén canh thang méy chung, phong nay con c6 mjt thang may riéng dan thang xuong gara & tAng trét. Toi
khong hiéu ndi nhitng chuyén ndy. D6... rd rang a mot tai nan. C6 thé ¢6 ta B mdt con nghién da ding thude qué liéu rdi bi ngd...

M6t vién tham tir tién dén gin thanh tra Reese. “Toi d kiém tra t quan do. Vay cd ta miic 1 cia hing GAP, gidy hiing Wild Pais. Ching n6i én diéu gi

ca.

“Khong c6 gi dé nhan biét co ta 1 ai a?”

“Khong Néu cb ta c6 xic tay thi né ciing bién mét roi.”

Thanh tra Reese xem xét lai xac chét Jan nira. Ong ta quay qua mdt vién canh sat gin d6. “Lay cho toi miéng xa phong, Nhé nhing vao nude.”

Vién canh sat tron mét nhin. “Gia?”

“MOot miéng xa phong wot.”

“Vang thua ngai”

Thanh tra Reese quy xudng canh cai x4c va quan sat chiéc nhén trén tay 6 gai. “N6 giéng nhur mdt chiée nhin ctia hoc sinh thirdng deo...”

Reese nhe nhang cha mlén,(sI xa bong u6t doc theo ngdn tay ¢b gai va can than thao chiéc nhﬁnﬁra. Ong xoay xoay chiéc nhdn, vira quan sat n vira JAm
bam “Déy la mdt chiéc nhan cua trudng trung hoc Denver. C6 nhiing chit ci trén do, P.Y.” Ong quay sang bao ngudi dimg canh. “Kiém tra di. Goi
cho truong trung hoc Denver dé tim hiéu c6 bé 1 ai. Phai nhanh. that nhanh. Thing thua 14 & sy nhanh chdm do.”

Théim tir Ed Nelson, ngudi giam dinh van tay, noi véi Reese. “R6 rang a ¢6 vén dé, Nick a. Ching t6i da ¢6 hét strc nhung khong thé y ndi déu van
tay ndo & ddy. Aid6 da cd tinh x6a hét di”

“Vay thi ai d6 da phai & ddy khi cd bé bj chét. Tai sao héin ta khong goi béc si? Sao hén ta phéi lau ddu van tay ? Va con nita, ¢0 bé con ny m cai
quai gi & can phong dat tién nay?”

Ong quay sang Robinson. “Phong nay duroc thanh toan bang gi?”

“N6 duoc tra bang tién mit theo nhur s6 sach ctia chiing ti ghi lai. Mot ngudi duoc ty thic mang tién dén con viée dat phong thi qua dién thoai.”
Mot ai d6 Ién tiéng, “Bay gio chiing ta ¢6 thé mang xéc di dugc hira Nick?”

“Doi mot chit. Co tim théy déu hiéu bao luc ndo khong?”

“Mi chi thiy chn thurong trén tran. Nhung tat nhién ching ti s& lam kham nghiém phép y.”

“C6 dau vét gi nita khong?”

“Khong. Tay chén c6 bé rét sach.”

“C6 bi ham hiép khong?”

“Ching t6i s& kiém tra.”

Thanh tra Reese thor dai. “Vat tit ca nhitng gi ching ta ¢6 & ddy B mdt nit sinh tir Denver dén Washington dé rdi b giét trong mot khach san sang trong
béc nhat thanh ph. Ai d6 da lau hét nhimg dAu tay rdi bién mét. Moi thir déu ching t6 B mdt sy md am. Toi mudn biét ai thué phong nay?”

Ong ra Iénh. “Gio d4 6 thé dura c6 bé di duge.” rdi quay sang tham tir Nelson. “Anh da kiém tra ddu tay & thang may riéng chura?”
“Réi. Thang may tir phong nay dan thing xudng gara. Chi c6 hai nit bdm va déu da dwoc lau sach.”
“Kiém tra gara chua?”

“Ciing roi. Khong c6 gi diic biét ca.”



‘Keé ]z‘m} viéc ndy da ch{rng t6 hén rit c6 kinh nghiém trong viéc che xda du vét. Mot ké dﬁy tién 4n tién s, hodc mdt VIP thich tham giavao cac tro
tiéu khién bénh hoan.” Ong quay sang Robinson. “‘Ai thurong thué phong nay?”

Robinson mién cudng dap. “Phong ndy thirdng danh cho nhitng khach quan trong nhét. Vua, thi tuéng...” Ong ngap ngimg, «...c4c tong thong”
“Trong vong 24 gid qua c6 cude dién thoai nao tir phong nay khong?”

“Toi khong biét.”

Reese rat buc boi. “Nhung cac ong s& ghi lai chr, néuco?’

“Tét nhién roi.”

Tham tir Reese nhéc may. “Tong dai, t6i i thanh tra Nick Reese. Toi mudn biét ¢6 cude goi ndo tir phong 825, phong bac nhét, trong vong 20 tiéng
qua... Tois€ doi.”

Ong quan st vién tham tir phi mot tAm vai Ién x4c co i rdi dit ¢b Ién chiéc giwong day. “Chiia oi,” Reese nghil “C6 bé tham chi con chira bt dau
cudc song.”

Ong nghe tiéng ngudi truc tong dai. “Thanh tra Reese?”

“Toi day.”

“Hom qua ¢ mot ct goi tir phong d6. Mot cudc goi ndi hat.”

Reese riit s6 va biit chira. “Doc sé may di”” Ong lim nhim nhéc theo . “4-5-6-7-0-4-1...”
Reese vira dit but xudng bdng sting lai. Ong nhin chiim chim vao quyén sb. “Oi khi that!”
“Chuyén gi vay?” tham tir Nelson hoi.

Reese ngude én. “D6 1a sb dién thoai ciia Nha Tring.”

Ban dang doc truyén Ké Hoach Hodn Hdo duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 17

Hom sau, dang bita sang, Jan hoi. “Anh & dau t6i hom qua thé, Oliver?” Oliver thét tim. Nhung chéc k cau héi tinh ¢ thoi. Ba chéing thé biét chuyén gi
da xay ra. Khong mot ai biet. Khong mdt ai. “Anh c6 cude hop voi...”

Jan cit ngang. “Cudc gip d6 da hity bo. Nhung méi 3 gid sang anh moi vé. Em dé tim anh khip cac phong, Anh & dau vay?”

“A, ¢6 chuyén xay ra. Sao thé? Emc6 can... C gi khong 6na?”

“Bay gios thi khong ¢ gi.” Jan ndi vé mét moi. “Oliver, anh khong chi im kho emma anh con dang lim ton hai dén chinh anh dy. Anh d di qué xa. Em
khong muon thay anh mat tat ca. Anh khong thé...” P61 mat ba gian giya nudc.

Oliver dimg Ién va di dén choang tay quanh ngudi ba. “Bugc rdi, Jan. Moi thir van on. Anh yéu em biét bao.”

Minh lim moi viéc theo cach ctia minh, Oliver nghi. Chuyén xay ra 61 qua chiang phai I0i ctia minh. Chinh ¢6 ta da goi minh. L& ra minh khong nén gip
c6 ay. Ong d4 rat can trong, khong dé cho ai nhin thay. Minh hoan toan trong sach. Oliver tu khang dinh.

Peter Tager rt lo Fing cho Oliver. Ong ta biét minh khong thé nao ngin chin duoc tinh hdo séc cta Oliver. C6 nhimg dém Peter Tager phai bay vé ra
nhirng cudc hop doi hoi co mit tong thong tham dur, & rat xa Nha Trang, va con phai xoay sé dé doi dac vu khong ke ke bén canh ngai trong vai gio.

Khi Peter Tager phan nan vé chuyén ndy véi Nghi Si Davis, 0ng ta noi: “A, Oliver i nguoi thude dién méu nong. Di khi ta ciing danh chiu b6 tay. Toi
thure sy kham phuc nhan cach cta anh, Peter a. Toi cling biét gia dinh c6 y nghiia ra sao voi anh, biét nhitng chuyen nhing cudi ctia tong thdng khién anh
khé xir thé ndo. Nhung ching ta dimg phén xir voi. Anh hily ¢b ging giit cho moi chuyén cang bi it cang tht.”

Thanh tra Nick Reese rt ghét vao phong kham nghiém tir thi sic mii chét choc va mii fode-mdn. Nhan vién diéu tra Helen Chuan, mot phu nit voi vé
ngoai hap dan dang cho 6ng & do.
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“Chao em.” Reese noi. “Pa xong chua?”

“C6 két qua s0'bo cho anh ddy, nick. C6 bé khong chét boi vét throng trén trén. Tim c6 ta d& ngimg dap trude khi va dau vao ban. C6 bé chét vi da
ding qua licu methylenedioxymethamphetamine.”

Vién tham tir thé dai. “BEmndi thé thi ¢6 trdi m hiéy, Helena.”

“Xin 16i. Ngoai dudng nguoi ta goi nd I thude Théan Tién — Ecstasy.” C6 dua cho 6ng ban bao céo. “Day I nhimg gi ma bon em co thé két luan trong
lic ny.”

BIEN BAN KHAM NGHIEP TU THI

Tén tir thi: Jane Doe — Ho s s6 C-Lg61

Tom hroc:

1. Phan tim bi m6 rong,
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B. M6 rong bén tréi tim (2.3 cm)

C. Gan bi sung huyét (2750 gm)

D. Phu tang & huyét (350 gm)

1. Nhiém doc thude phién cip.

Téc nghén méu cp toan phl tang,

M. V& chit doc (xem bao cdo riéng)

IV. Xuét huyét ndio (xem bdo céo riéng )

Két kudn (nguyén nhan gy chét):

- Phén tim bi m& rong

- Nhiém doc thube phién cap.

Nick Reese ngang Ién. “Nhur vdy, néu dich némna cai ban ddy thuat ngir y hoc nay ra thi 1 c6 bé d chét vi ding qua liéu thude Ecstasy d6 ha?”
“C6 bi xAm pham tinh duc khong?”’

“Heln Chuan ngdp ngimg mdt chit. “Mang trinh bi rach va ¢6 dét vét cia tinh dich cling mdt chit mau ¢ dii.”
“Nhur vy I bi haim hiép rdi.”

“T6i khong cho I thé!”

Reese nhurdn may.

“Khong co dAu hiéu ctia bao lue.”

Thanh tra Reese nhin helen béi réi. “C6 dang mudn n6i gi vay?”

“Jane Doe la mdt ¢ gai trinh tiét va ddy [ 1an dau tién ¢6 ta quan hé tinh duc.”

Thanh tra im king phan tich thong tin. Ai da ¢6 thé thuyét phyc mdt 6 nit sinh trinh trang Ién céin phong sang trong d6 dé am tinh v6i héin ta nhi? C6 bé
phai biet ngudi do, néu khong, han ta phai rat ndi tiéng hodc 1a nguoi day quyén luc.

Pién thoai reo. Helen Chuan nhic mdy. “Vin phong diéu tra ddy.” C6 ta nghe mdt Iic rdi dira 6ng nghe cho Reese. “Cuia anh ddy.”

Nick Reese cAmmdy. “Reese ddy.” Vé mit ong l?Sng rang 1&: “O, vang, ba Holbrook. Camon ba da goi lai. D6 12 mot chiéc nhin cta trudng ba véi hai
chit P.Y. Ba c¢6 nit sinh ndo mang chit cai nhu thé khong?... Toi rat quan tim. Cam on ba. Toi s€ doi.”



Ong nguée 1én hoi Helen. “Em chéc i ¢6 ta khong bi cudng hiép chir?”

“Em khong thiy c6 dau vét ctia s cudng ép Khong mot chit ndo ca.”

“Liéu ¢6 thé 14 sau khi ¢ ta chét khong??”

“Emnghii 14 khong,”

“C6 tiéng ba Holbrook trong dién thoai. “Thanh tra Reese?”

“Vang.”

“Theo nhu may vi tinh b trit, ching t61 c6 mdt nit sinh véi chit cai P.Y. Tén c6 ta 1a Pauline Young.”
“Ba 6 thé md ta ¢ ta chir, ba Holbrook?”

“Sao, & vang Pauline 18 tudi. C6 ta thip, béo, toc den...”

“Puge r6i.” Khong phai ¢b ta. “Chi ¢ duy nhat mdt ¢6 mang tén tit iy sao?”’

“Chi c6 mot co gai tén vy thoi”

Ong bam voi lay y d6. “Tirc i con 6 mdt nam hoc sinh ciing tén nhur vay.”

“Véng Paul Yerby. Cdy ta nhiéu tudi hon. Nhung gios thi Paul dang & Washington.”
Tim Reese dap manh. “Céu ta ¢ day u?”

“Vang. Ca I6p cau ta dén Washington dé tham Nha Tring va...”

“Va tt ca ho dang 6 tai thi d6 a?”

“O khéch san Lombardy. Ho chiu giam gia néu di ca nhém. T6i d& n6i chuyén véi cac khach san khac nhung ho chang...”
“C4m 6n ba rat nhiéu, ba Holbrook.”

Nick Reese dt 6ng nghe xubng roi quay sang Helen.

“Cho anh biét khi ndo cudc kham nghiém hoan tat nhé?”

“Tét nhién. Chiic anh may niin, Nick.”

Ong git dau. “Anh nghi 1 anh vira gip may day.”

Khéch san Lombardy ndm trén dai 1 Pennsylvania, ngay gan Nha Tring, gan mdt s6 dai trong niém va ga tau dién ngim. Tham tir Reese budc vao
phong chinh ciia khach san durgc bai tri theo kiéu c6 va héi nhan vién I tan:

“Ot day co ai la Paul Yerby khong?”

“Xin 16i. Chung t6i khong tiét 10..”

Reese lia thé thanh tra ra. “T6i dang rt voi anh ban a.”

“Vang , thura ngdi.”” Anh ta nhin ban dzng ky ctia khéch. “C6 6ng Yerby & phong 315. Toi s&...2”
“Khong can, t6i mudn im anh ta ngac nhién. Pmg dong vao dién thoai dy.”

Reese theo thang may lén tang 3, di doc hanh lang, §6i ding lai trude phong 315. Ong nghe thy tiéng n6i tir trong phong vong ra. Ong coi khuy 4o
jacket r6i gd vao canh ctra. Mot thanh nién & d6 tudi moi 16n ra mo.

“Chao ong!”
“Cau la Paul Yerby.”

“Khong,”” Cau ta quay vao trong. “Paul, ¢o ai tim ciu nay.”



Nick Reese budc nhanh vao phong. Mot ching trai manh dé, vi quan jean 4o len chui ¢d, di tir phong timra.

“Cau la Paul Yerby?”

“Vang. Ong  ai?”

Reese it phi hiéu ra. “Thanh tra Nick Reese. C6 mdt vu giét nguoi”

Miit chang trai bién séc. “T6i... Toi giip gi dwoc cho 6ng?”

Nick Reese cam nhan duoc ndi so hii. Ong rit chiéc nhdn ctia nan nhén ra. “Ba bao gid cAu nhin thiy chiéc nhin nay chua, Paul?”
“Chura.” Paul voi noi. “Toi...”

“N6 ¢6 cac chit cai cta tén cau day.”

“That sao? O, vang...” Cau ta ngép ngimg, “Toi doan 14 ciia t6i. Chéc t6i da dé mat dau d6.”

“Hay da dua n6 cho ai?”

Céu ta mip may mdi Um, vang, chic thé...”

“Hay v& try s& canh sat vi toi, Paul”

Paul 1§ vé cang thing, “Toi bi bat 42

“Dé lam gi chir?” Tham tir Reese dap. “Phai cau da gay rta toi ac khong?”

“Puong nhién 4 khong, Toi..”

“Vat thi sao t6i lai bt cau?”

“T6i.. t6i khong biét. Toi khong biét tai sao toi phai cling vé& don voi ong?”

Céu Paul liéc vé phia canh ctra dang mo. Thanh tra Reese kéo canh tay cau ta. “Hay cing toi di mdt cach trat ty nhé. Pumg lam gi dai dot.”
Céu ban hoc & cting phong hoi. “Cau c6 mudn minh goi cho me ciu hay ai do khong, Paul?”

Paul ic d4u thiéu nio. “Khong. img goi cho ai ca.” Giong cu ta thi thio.

Toa nha Henry 1. Daly, ) 30Q dai I Indiane, NW. Washington cao 6 téng, gach xdm, trong raflt mAt cam tinh, dwoc chon lAm tru s& canh sét ctia thanh
pho. Ban diéu tra cac vu an giét nguoi 6 tang 3. Trong khi Paul Yerby dang phai chup anh va lay van tay, thanh tra Reese tim ggp dai iy Otto Miller.

“T6i nghif rang minh d tim ra duoc manh mbi vu 4n & Monroe Arms.”
Miller nga ngudi ra ghé. “Tiép tuc di.”
“T61 da tom dugce ban trai cuia ¢6 bé. Cau ta c6 vé hoang sg. Bay gio chiing ta s€ cling hoi han céu ta mdt chit.”

Pai tiy Miller hit dau vé& chdng gidy ngét nguong trén ban. “Minh phai giai quyét cai dong nay trong vai thang toi ddy. Pua cho minh bién ban xét hoi
thoi.”

“Ciing duoc!” Thanh tra Reese quay ra.
“Nick... nhé doc trude cho cau ta nghe cac quyén loi nhé.”

Paul Yerby duoc dua vao phong thim van. D6 | mdt cin phong nhé voi mjt céi ban, 4 c4i ghé tira va mit may camera. Mot thm kinh chi nhin duoo tir
ngoai vao dé cac nhan vién c6 the theo doi cude tham tra tir phong bén.

Paul Yerby ngbi ddi dién véi Nick Reese ctng hai tham tir nita; Doug Hogan va Edga Bernstein.
“Cau c6 biét la ching toi s& ghi lai toan b cude dbi thoai khong?” Reese hoi.

“Co, thua ngai.”

“Cau c6 quyén c6 nguoi bién ho. Néu khong di tién, ching t6i s& chi dinh mdt ngudi cho cau.”

“Céu c6 mubn mdt luat su dai dién khong?” Tham tir Berstein hoi thém



“T6i khong can luat su.”

“Thoi duge. Cau cd quyén im king. Nhimg gi cau n6i & dy déu s& 6 thé 1 bang chimg chdng lai cau trude tda, 13 chua?”

“R6 10i, thura ngdi.”

“Tén chinh thirc ctia cau a gi?”
“Paul Yerby.”

“Biia chi?”’

“S6 23 dudng Marion, Denver, Colorado. Nhung t6i ¢6 1am gi sai dau. Toi...”
“Khong ai ndi c4u lim sai. Ching t6i chi muén biét modt vai thong tin thoi, Paul a. Cau s& gitip ching t6i chi?”
“Véng, nhung ti... Toi khong biét tit c... nhitng c4i nay 1 vé chuyén gi?”
“Céu khong biét gi 2?”

“Khong, thua ngai.”

“Cau co6 ban gai nao khong, Paul?”

“Um.. Ong biét ddy...”

“Khong ti cha biét gi ca. Sao cau khong n6i cho ching toi biét di?”

“A duoc. Toi gip g0 chc cd gai..”

“Y céu I hen ho chir gi? Cau dura céce cd i dy di choi 42

“Ving”

“Cau c6 hen riéng voi co gai nao khdng?”

Im lang,

“Cau c6 nguoi yéu khong, Paul?”

“Co.”

“Tén c6 dy 1 gi?”” Thanh tra Berstein hoi.

“Chloe.”

“Chloe, ginita?” Reese ging.

“Chloe Houston.”

Reese ghi lai.

“Dia chi co dy, Paul?”

“6-0-2 duong Oak, Denver.”

“Tén bd me ¢ ta | gi?”

“Co ay sdng voime.”

“Ténba 4y I gi?”

“Jackie Houston. Ba 4y I thong d6c bang Colorado.”

Ba tham tir canh sat nhin nhau. Quy thn oi! 6 1 nhitng gi ching ta can!

Reese go chiéc nhén ra. “Nhin ndy cia cau ha, Paul?”



Céu ta xem xét chiéc nhdn mot It rdi tra 1o mot cach midn cuong. “Pung.”
“Céau da tang Chloe a?”

Paul nuét khan, ddy cang thing, “Toi... t6i cho [ thé.”

“Céu chic chu?”

“T6i nh 10i, vang, ding thé day.”

“Cau dén Washington v6i mjt nhom ban cing 16p, diing khong?”’

“Chloe ¢6 trong nhom d6 khong?”

“C0, thua 6ng.”

“Thé bay gi> Chloe dang ¢ dau ha Paul?” Tham tir Bernstein hoi.

“T6i.. t6i khong biét.”

“Cau gip cd dy 1an cudi cling 1a khi n30?” Bén ot Hogan hoi.

“Céch day 2 ngay.”

“Céch day hai ngay a?” Reese hoi.

“Vang”

“O dau ?” Bernstein hoi.

O b Tring.”

Ba ngudi nhin nhau ngac nhién. “C6 4y & Nha Tring u?”

Reese hoi lai.

“Vang, thura 6ng, ching t6i c6 mot chuyén tham quan Nha Tring. Me ctia Chloe da xép dit chuyén nay.”
“Va Chloe c6 & d6 voi cau?” Tham ttr Hogan héi.

“Ving.”

“C6 chuyén gi khong binh thirdng xay ra trong chuyén tham quan d6 khong?”
“Ong mubn n6i gi a?”

“Céc cau co gap hay ndi chuyén véi ai trong khi tham quan khong?”

“O, thi tat nhién 3 nguoi hudng dan rdi”

“Chi c6 thé thoi?” Reese hoi.

“Chloe c6 di cling cc cau trong sudt thdi gian d6 khong?”

“C0...” Yerby ngap ngimg mdt chilt, *a m khong, ¢d dy c6 tich ra mdt lic dé tim phong vé sinh danh cho nix. C6 dy di khoang 15 phit. Khi quay lai,
¢ ay...” cau ta dung bat.

“Co dy im sa0?” Reese hoi.
“Khong, chi B quay lai théi.” Cu ta 1 rang B dang noi dbi.

“Nay, con trai,” Thanh tra Reese nhe nhang, “Cau c6 biét la Chloe da chét khong?” Ca 3 cing chiim chi theo ddi Paul.



“Khong, Chia oi, khong thé nhur thé duge. Tai sao?” Mt Yerby nhan nhim lai vi ndi dau qua bat ngd.
“Cau khong biét that 42

“Khong, 6, ti khong thé tin dugc.”

“Cau c6 lin quan gi dén c4i chét ctia Chloe khong?”

“Tét nhién 1a khong Ti... t6i yéu Chloe.”

“Cau da bao gid ngi vdi co dy chua?”’

“Khong. Ching t6i con.... doi. Ching t6i sép im dam cudi .”

“Nhung thinh thoang 2 ngudi chiic ¢6 dimg chét kich thich chi.”

“Khong, chung t6i chura bao gior ding thir d6.”

Ctra bat md va tham tir Harry Carter v6i than hinh to 1on budc vao. Anh ta dén bén Reese, thi thim diéu gi do. Reese gt dau, rdi ong nhin Yerby chim
cham

“Céu nhin thiy Chloe lan cudi cing vao lic nao?”

“Thi t6i d& n6i rdi, & Nha Tring.” C4u ta ngo ngudy trén ghé, vé ling ting,

“Thanh tra Reese ciii sét xudng Yerby, gin giong

“Céc ddy tay ctia cau ddy rdy trong cin phong sang trong nhat & khéch san Monroe Arms. Ching am sao ma tur dén duoc ddy.”
Paul Yerby ngdi d6 mit tai mét.

“Cau c6 thé thoi déi tra duoc rdi ddy. Ching toi da ndm duoc tiy cau rdi”

“Toi... t6i khong lam diéu d6.”

“Cau da dat phong & khach san Monroe Arns ha?” Tham tir Bernstein hoi.

“Khong phai t6i.” Cau ta nhan manh chir “t67”.

Tham tir Reese chdp ngay ly. “Thé cau biét ai dat chir?”

“Khong!” Cau tra 1oi budt ra rat nhanh.

“Céu thira nhan cau da ¢ phong d6 khong?” Tham tr Hogan hoi.

“Phai, nhung ... nhung khi t6i di thi Chloe vén con sbng,”

“Tai sao cdu lai bo di?”” Tham tir Hogan khdng budng,

“Cb Ay yéu cau ti. C6 4y... co Ay dang cho ai do.”

“Thoi di ndo, Paul. Chiing t6i biét chinh cu da ghiét ¢6 ta.” Tham tir Bernstein ndi nhe nhang,

“Khong!” Paul run Ién. “T6i thé 1a khong hé lién quan dén chuyén do. Toi chi Ién ddy v6i Chloe va & lai ¢6 mdt lic thoi”

“Boi vi ¢d 4y dang ché ai 367 Thanh tra Reese hoi.

“Dlng. C6 4y... CO Ay c6 vé nhur rét sbt rudt.”

“C dy co n6i s& gip ai khong?” Hogan hoi?

Céu ta may may moi. “Khong!”
“Cau dang n6i doi. C6 4y c6 bao véi cau.” Hogan sdng. “Cau noi cd 4y sot rudt. V& chuyén gi vay?” Thanh tra Reese quay lai vin d& am 6ng cha y.
Paul lai miy may moi. “V& ... vé ngudi dan ong co Ay s& gip ¢ do, trong bira 3n t6i.”

“Ngudi dan 6ng do 1a ai, Paul?” Tham tir Bernstein hoi.



“T6i khong thé ndi cho cac ong”

“Sao khong?”” Tham tir Hogan hoi.

“T6i da hira voi Chloe 1a s& khong n6i voi ai.”

“Nhung Chloe da chét.”

Mt Paul Yerby da rung rung “Toi khong thé tin diéu d6.”
“Hay n6i tén nguoi dan 6ng d6.” Tham tr Reese.

“Toi khong thé. Toi da hira.”

“Vay thi day 14 nhitng gi sdp dén v6i cau. Cau s& phai ndm trong trai giam démnay. Sang mai, néu cu ni tén ngudi dan dng, ching toi s& tha cau. Néu
khong , chiing t6i s& két toi cau da giet nguoil.” Tham tir Reese noi nhur két ludn.

Ho cho doi cau tra 1oi.

Imlang,

Nick Reese ra hi¢u cho Bernstein. “Dan ciu ta di.”

Tham tr Reese quay lai van phong ctia dai iy Miller.

“T6i c6 Mot tin xAu v mdt tin rt tdi t¢.”

“Toi khong c6 thoi gian dau, nick.”

“Tin x4u A t6i khong biét chic ciu ta c6 phai | ngudi dua Eestacy cho ¢6 bé hay khong. Tin tdi hon 1 me ¢6 gi lam thng dbc Colorado.”
“Oi troi oi! Béo chi khodi vu ny Bim déy.” Dai tiy Miller hit mot hoi dai. “Tai sao ciu khong cho ring ching trai d6 giy ra?”

“Cau ta thi nhn da ¢6 & cing ¢ ghi nhung lai n6i réng 6 4y bao cAu ta di vi dang chd ai do. Bon tré thira thong minh dé ké ra cAu chuyén ngu ngde
nay. Toi tin chac cau ta biet ngudi dan ong ma Chloe Houston dang doi, song khong chiundira 1a ai.”

“Cau co y gi khong?”

“Pay | an dAu tién c6 bé, tén Chloe, dén Washington. Ho da dao mot vong quanh Nha Tring, C6 bé khong quen ai & ddy. Bong co ta doi di V¢ sinh.
Khong ¢6 nha vé sinh cong cong ¢ Nha Trang. Mudn di, phai ra ngoai, dén khu danh cho khéch ¢ Elipse goc duong s6 15 va duong E hodc dén trung
tam cho khach tham quan Nha Trang, C6 bé s& phai mét t6i 15 phit. Toi nghi rang trong khi chay loanh quanh tim kiém, Chloe da giip mot ai do trong
Nha Trang, ai d6 ma c6 bé c6 thé nhan ra. Co thé ké d6 da nhleu Jn xuat hién trén TV chang han. Cho du ai thi cling phai 1d mdt nhan vt quan trong,
Hén dan Chloe dén toa Iét riéng va gy 4n tuong voi ¢b bé, dén ndi co bé da dong ¥ gip hin & Monroe Arms.”

Pai Uy Miller tram tur. “C6 1§ i nén goi Nha Tring, Ho yéu cu phai thong bao kip thoi chuyén nay. Cir tiép tuc v6i chang trai d6 nghe. Toi mudn biét
tén ctia nguroi dan ong kia.”

“Purgc 101.”

Khi thanh tra Reese bude ra khoi, dai Gy Miller v& ldy dién thoai va quay §6. Vai phit sau, 6ng ta ndi, “Vang, thua ngai, chiing t6i dang tam gitr mot
nhan chtrgg, Cau ta bi giam trong xa lim & don canh sat, dai 1o Indiana. Van chura, thira ngai. T6i nghi 3 cdu ta s€ khai trong ngay mai théi... Vang, thua
ngai toi hiéu.”

Sang hom sau, lic 8 gioy, thanh tra Nick Reese dén xa lim ctia Paul Yerby thi than hinh cu ta da treo ling Bing trén mdt thanh ngang,
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Héin doc nhitng dong tit trén va gt minh hoang so. 16 tudi u? C6 ta trong c6 vé 16n hon thé. Vay hén pham t9i gi nhi? Sat nhan? Hogic ¢6 thé 1 t0i ngd
sat. Thémvao do 1a t6i quan hé tinh dyc véi Itra tuoi vi thanh nién.

Hén ngim nhin c6 gai trin trudng budc ra khoi phong tim khach san v6i nu cudi bén lén. “Em chua Bm chuyén niy bao gio.”

Hin quang tay quang nguoi co, vudt ve. “Anh hanh phic vi durge 1 ngudi dau tién cung em, em yéu.” Truée do, héin d4 rét ra y nrou c6 pha Ecstasy.
Hén mdi ¢6. “Ubng mot chit di. N6 s& lim cho em cam thiy sung suwéng hon.” Va rdi ho lam tinh véi nhau. Sau d6, c6 gai kéu thiy ngudi kho chiu. C6
ta ving ra khoi girong, loang choang dap dAu vao goc ban. Mot vu tai nan. Tat nhién canh sat s& khong don gian tin vao céi sy tat 6. Nhung n6 ciing
ching c6 gi lién quan dén minh ca. Khong gi hét.

Su viéc dién ra nhur trong mo, nhu mdt con ac mong da xay ra v6i ai do chir khong phéi voi hén. Nhung mot khi da duoc in én mit bao thin ki chuyén
¢ that.

Xuyén qua nhig bure tudng cua van phonng, han van ¢6 thé nghe thiy tiéng tiéng coi xe canh st trén dai 1o Pennsylvania bén ngoai Nha Tring. Hin
nhin nhitng ngudi xung quanh. Ai ndy déu dang cm ctii v6i cong viée ctia minh. Vai phiit nita ki dén gior hop ndi cac. Hén hit mot hoi that sau. Minh phai
ldy lai can dam moi dugc.

Trong phong Bau Dyc c6 phé tong thdng Alvin Wicks, Sime Lombardo va Peter Tager.

Tong théng Oliver budc vao va ngdi xudng bén ban. “Xin chao qui vi.”

Mot 10i chao binh thuong.

Peter Tager hoi. “Ngai da doc to Tribune chura, thura tong thong?””

“Chua.”

“Xac mit co gai vira dugc phat hién & khach san Monroe Arms. Toie r?mg d6 1 mdt tin xau.”

Oliver dot nhién thiy minh cimg d& ngudi trén ghé. “Chuyén thé nao?”

“Cb gai tén Ia Chloe Houston, con gai ctia thong ddc Jackie Houston.”

“Oi! Lay Chiia!” Tong thong nhur budt mém noi.

Ca 3 ngudi kia déu ngac nhién trude phan g d6. Oliver nhanh chdng nhén ra diéu d6. “Toi... i c6 quen Jackie Houston... Tir lu rdi. Do... do tht 1
mdt tin khing khiép. Khing khiép qua.”

Sime Lombardo n6i. “Cho di1 toi ac xay ra & Washington thi ciing khong thudc phan trach nhiém ctia ching ta. Cai to Tribune nay lai dang dinh bt Nha
Trang ching ta ganh trach nhiém ay day.”

Melvin Wicks Ién tiéng. “C6 can lam gi dé ba Leslie Steward nay ngdm mdm lai khong?”

Oliver dang hoi tudng lai budi tdi thi vi bén Jackie ndm ndo. “Khong can,” Oliver ndi, “tw do béo chi ma, thua quivi”’
Peter Tager quay sang hoi. “Thé con ba théng dbc...”

“Chuyén d6 dé t6i lo.” Tong théng ndi rdi bAm nit ndi dam

“Cho t6i n6i chuyén véi thong ddc Houston & Denver.”

“Ching t6i d tién hanh xem x¢t tinh hinh.” Peter Tager tiép tuc, “Toi s& thu thap nhitng con s ching minh tinh trang tdi pham trong nurdc da giam, va
ngai cling vira d¢ trinh xin Quoc Hoi chi thém ngén sach cho Iyc rong cach sat, va van van...”

Nhirng 11 1 vang 1én that rong tuéch, dén ngay ca 6ng ta ciing nhdn théy.

“Mot su Iya chon thét khong dung ic,” Melvin Wicks noi.



Dién thoai ndi dam kéu. Oliver nhic may. “Alo!” Ong nghe gidy lat 1oi dit xudng, “Ba thong doc dang trén duong t6i day.” Ong nhin Peter Tager.
“Peter, anh xem xét giim t6i ba ta bay chuyén ndo rdi don gitip vé ddy.” Peter gat git dau, mét van khong roi to bao, la lén:

“Pay roi. Py k bai xa luin ctia t& Tribune. Loi & thét 16 méing.” Peter Tager chuyén cho Oliver trang béo c6 diing bai x4 lugn. “NGAI TONG THONG
BAT LUC TRONG VIEC KIEM SOAT TOI AC TAI THU DO. Py, bét dau k vay déy.”

“Me kiép con my Leslie Steward,” Sime Lombardo khé ria. “Phéi c6 ngudi n6i chuyén phai quiy véi my ta m6i duoc.”

Tai viin phong téng bién tip Washington Tribune, Matt Baker dang doc lai bai xa luAn cong kich tong théng‘Russell co thai d6 nhu nhuoc trude lan song
01 pham ctia nurde MY thi Frank Lonergan budc vao. Lonergan trac 40 tudi, la mot phong vién ¢6 biét tai vé nhitng vu pham phap hinh sy. C6 thé do
anh ta ttrng lam vi€c trong nganh cénh sét. Anh hién 1a mdt trong nhitng phdng vién di€u tra bac nhat.

“Frank, c4u viét bai xi luin nay dy 42

“Poan nay ndi vé tinh hinh i pham & Minnesota gian 25%. Khong thé ch.’?ip nhén duoc. Ma sao cu lai chi n6i vé Minnesota?”

Lonergan dép. “D6 I goi ¥ ciia nang cong chiia tuyét.”

“Ky cuc that.” Matt Baber cén cau noi. “Toi s& nbi chuyén véiba ta.”

Lic Matt Baker budc vao van phong ctia Leslie Stewart thi nang dang néi chuyén dién thoai.

« . Toi s& giri t6i dé anh sp xép lai cc chi tiét, nhung t6i mudn ching ta hiy tang s6 tién cho 6ng ta, cang nhidu cang tot Pring ndo nghi s Embry ciia
bang Minnesota cting di n trua v6i toi hom nay va t6i s& By danh sach d6 tir chd ong ta. Camon.” Nang dat may xudng

“0, Matt.”
Matt Baker budc lai sét ban Leslie. “T6i mudn ndi chuyén vé bai xa luan nay.”
“Dugc ddy chir, phai khong?”

“Thi lim, Leslie a. Sdc mii boi nho. Tong thong chéng phai chiu trach nhiém gi hét vé tinh hinh toi pham & Washinton, D.C. Pa ¢6 ngai thi truong lo
chuyén do, va con ca canh sat nita. A, con chuyén ti pham giam 25% & Minnesota | ci quéi quy gi viy? Ba iy & dau ra con s6 niy?”

Leslie Stewart ngé nguoi ra ghé, binh tinh dp. “Matt, day 1 tor béo ctia t0i. Va t0i s& ndi bt ky diéu gi toi mudn. Oliver Russell i mot tong thong toi.
Gregory Embry c6 thé ddm nhiém vai tro ay tot hon nhi€u. Chiing ta s& gitip 6ng ay vao Nha Trang,”

Nhan Fhéy vé bién d6i trén khudn mit Matt, nang ha giong. “Tho6i nao Matt. To Tribune 1a canh tay phai cia ke chién théng, Ong ta dang trén duong t6i
day day. Li€u anh c6 muon di an trua cing ching t6i khong?”

“Khong! Toi khong thich nhitng ké an d6 bd thi.” Ong quay ngudi roi khoi vin phong,

Phia ngoai hanh lang, Matt Baker dung voi nghi si Embry. Ong thuong nghi s & d6 tudi 50, nomra vé vénh vang im

“O, chio ngai nghi si. Xin chiic mirng ngai.”

Embry nhin Matt, bi roi.

“Camon. Nhung vi chuyén gi vay?”

“Vingai da 1am giam duoc 25% nan toi pham trong bang.” Néi rdi Matt Baker bo di, dé lai sau hung ong thurong nghi si voi vé mit siing so.

Bita &n trra dién ra tai mdt nha hing trang tri ndi thét theo kiéu c6 do Leslie Stewart dit trrde. Khi nang va nghi st Embry budc vao, nguoi quan Iy voi
chay ra don.

“Bita trura da sin sang, thua ba Stewart. Ba c6 ding chit rrou khong?”

“Toi thi khong,” Leslie tra 1oi. “Con 6ng nghi si thi thé nao?”

“0, thurong 1 t6i khong udng vao ban ngay, nhung hom nay thi xin ba mot ly Martini.”

Leslie Stewart thira biét nghi si Embry udng ruou sudt ngy. Nang c6 ca dong tur kiéu vé 6ng ta. Ong ta c6 mot vo, 5 dira con va mt ¢6 nhén tinh nguro
Nhat. Mong muon ctia 6ng ta 13 thanh lap mdt t6 chirc quan su bi mit ngay tai bang minh. Song nhitng di€u d6 déu chang c6 nghia gi voi Leslie. Dicu

quan trong hon ca 1 ngai nghi si Gregory Embry rét ¢ himg thi v6i nhitng vu im an I6n. Mot minh. Ty minh im. Varét ¢6 long tin & minh. Va
Washington chinh la mén hang s6 mot.



Lesli hiéu rd diéu ndy va nang rip tm hd tro ong ta & canh bac d6. Trd thanh tong thong, Embry khong thé quén on ning,
Ho dang ngdi bén bab an. Nghi si Embry nhép ngum Martini thur hai.

“T6i mudn cam on ba v& bai béo vira rdi, that | mdt ctr chi dep.”

Leslie cudi troi. “D6 1 mong mubn cta t61. Toi s& im tht ca nhitng gi c6 thé dé gitip ong danh bai Oliver Russell.”

“0, 61 nghii |2 minh dang gap may.”

“Toi cting nghi vdy. Dan tinh da bt ddu mét moi vé nhitng vu scandal ciia tong thong, T6i cho ring chi can thém mdt chuyén nira trude ky bau cir, chic
chan 6ng ta s€ mat hét tin nhiém.”

Nghi si Embry dam dam nhin Leslie thim do. “Ba ¢ nghi tinh hinh s& nhu vay khong?”
Leslie git d4u, nhe nhang n6i, “T6i khong ngac nhién vé diéu d6.”
Bita trura hom dy qué 1 ngon.

Cu dién thoai goi dén 14 ctia Antonio Valdez — trg Iy phong diéu tra. “Ba Stewart, c6 phai ba mudn nhd t6i tim va tap hop tai liéu v& vu Chloe Houston
cho ba khong?”’

“Pling vy.”

“Cép trén yéu cau giit bi mat, nhung vi ba 1 chd than quen nén t6i nghi..”

“Anh dimg lo. Téi s& can than. Cho t6i biét thong tin vé gidi phau tr thi di.”

“Nguyén nhn c4i chét B do mot loai ma iy dang 1ong c6 tén I Ecstasy.”

“Gico?”

“Ecstasy. C6 bé da udng ruou pha véi chét d6.”

”’Anh ¢6 mdt bat ngd nho nhd danh cho em day. Anh mubn em thir n. Pay I Ecstasy ¢ dang long... Mot ngudi ban da cho anh...”

Va xac ngudi phu nit duoc tim thiy trén séng Kentucky duoc xac dinh chét 1 do udng qua lidu Ecstasy...

Leslie ngdi thir ngudi ra, tim dap thinh thich.

b6 1a y Chia.

Leslie cho goi Frank Lonergan t6i. “T6i mudn anh theo ddi vu Chloe Houston. Theo 6i thi tong théng c6 thé dinh liu vao vu d6.”

Frank Lonergan chim chiim nhin ba chi, khinh ngac. “Tong thong u?”

“Trong vu nay co vai uAn khuc g d(’).’ To1i tin cha?’}c Véy. Chéqg trai bi bt gt thi cur khér}g khang dfﬁy A mdt vu tur ttr. Ma ciu ta cling da ché"t. Toi mudn
anh kiém tra Iai thoi gian cta tong thong vao budi chiéu va toi homxay ra vy an. Hay cau Chia dé ong ta di chimg cir ngoai pham T6i muon viéc niy
phai hanh dong kin ddo. Tuyét doi bi mat. Va anh chi bao cao cho minh t6i thoi.”

Frank Lonergan hit mt hoi tht sau. “Ba biét chuyén nay nghiia 1 gi khong?”’

“Hay bat dAu ngay di. A Frank na.”

“Toi day.”

“Hay tim trén Internet gitp ti vé cai chit goi i Ecstasy. Xemno c6 lién hé gi v6i Oliver Russell khong”

Trén trang y té cla mang Internet, muc vé ma ty, Lonergan tim théy tu liéu vé Miriam Friedland, cyu thu ,k}'/ ctia Oliver Russell. C6 ta dang nin dic:”au tri
tgi bénh vién & Frankfort, bang Kentucky. Lonergan 1p tirc goi dién t6i. Bac sinoi. “Co Friedman moi mat cach 2 hom Tir Iic vao vién t6i khi chét, co
ay khong mdt lan tinh.”

Frank Lonergan goi dién t6i viin phong ctia théng doc Houston.

“Toi rét tiéc.” Nhan vién thu ky n6i, “ba théng doc dang trén dudng t6i Washington.”

10 phiit sau, Frank Lonergan c6 mit ¢ san bay quic gia. Anh da dén muon.



Hanh khach tir trén may bay budc xuong. Lonergan nhin thiy Peter Tager tién lai chao mot phuni toc vang, quyén i, trac 40 tudi. Ho wira di vira tro
chuyén, t6i chiéc Limousine dang chd sin. Tager m cira xe. Ba khach git diu nhwr cdm on rdi ngdi vao.

Prig tir xa, Lonergan thAm nghi: minh s& phéi néi chuyén vi qui ba nay.

Anh cho xe quay vé thanh phd va phon tir xe hoi. Dén An goi thir 3, anh duroc biét 1 ba théng ddc da dat phong tai khéch san Four Seasons.
Khi Jackie Houston duoc dan vao phong doc sach nho nam ngay canh phong Bau Duc, Oliver Russell da doi ba tai do.

Tong thong nédm 1t tay ba. “Tackie, t6i rat Iy am tiéc. That khong c6 1i ndo dé chia budn cing ba.”

Cing da 17 nam trdi qua ké tir Jan cubi cing ho gap nhau. Ho da quen nhau trong mot van phong lut sur & Chicago, Hoi d6 ba vira tot nghiép truong
luat, i mt ¢b gai tré, hip dan. Rat nhanh chng ho c6 mdt cude tinh ngiin ngii, ndng chéay , khong d& quén.

17 niim dé qua. Con Chloe thi vira tron 16 tudi.

Ong khong dam hoi Jackie diéu dang can rit minh. Ta ciing ching mudn biét. Ho im king nhin nhau. Téi lic Oliver nghi réing ba dang sap ni vé& qué kh,
Ong quay mat nhin ra cho khac.

Jackie Houston n6i. “Canh sat nghi réing Paul Yerby c6 dinh dang ti céi chét ctia Chloe.”

“Co & vay.”

“Khong dau.”

“Khong u?”

“Paul yéu Chloe im Thing bé ching nd lim diéu gi hai n6 ca.” Giong ba nhu nghen lai. “Chiing 16... ching né dang dinh lim d4m cuéi.”
“Theo nhitng gi toi biét thi canh sat da tim thiy d4u van tay ctia chang trai ny trong phong khach san, noi co bé bi giét.”

Jackie Houston n6i. “Béo chi viét ring... chuyén dé xay ra & day phong D& Vurong tai khach san Monroe Arms.”

“Oliver, Chloe chi ¢4 it tién hoc bong. Con b cuia Paul thi B mdt nhén vién d v& huu. Thé thi ching n6 By tién & dau ma thué dugc day phong dé
vuong ay?”’

“Toi... t6i ciing khong hiéu.”

“Cén phai sang t6 chuyén nay. Toi s& khong bo cude chirng nao chua tim duge ké gy cai chét ctia con gii ti.”” Ba chau miy. “Chiéu hém do, Chloe ¢6
hen véi dng phai khong? Ong c6 t6i giip con bé khong?”

Tong théng chan chir mot lt. “Khong! Toi ciing rat mudn giip Chloe, Khong may homdo lai ¢6 viée dot xudt nén danh phai hity cude hen véi chau.”
Tai mdt can ho & phia dAu kia thanh phd. Trén girong, d6i tinh nhén dang quén chét Ay nhau.
“Em khong sao chir, JoAnn?”

“Emkhoe, Alex ai.”

“Trong em ¢6 vé lo dang thé ndo dy. Em dang nghi gi vay?”

“Chiing gi ca.” JoAnn McGrath n6i.

“That khong?”

“U, that ra thi em dang nghi t6i ¢o gai toi nghiép bi giét hai trong khach san em.”

“A, anh ciiing ¢4 c6 doc v& vu d6. Co bé i con gai mot thng dbc ddy.”

“Dling thé .”

“Céanh sat ¢6 timra ngudi da & cing ¢b dy khong?”

“Khong. Ho ciing da thdm van hét thiy moi nguoi trong khéch san.”

“‘Caemu?”



“Vang, Tat c4 nhitng gi em ¢6 thé ndi véi canh sat i mdt ¢t dién thoai.”
“Dién thoai gi vay?”
“C6 ai 6 & day phong DE virong 4y da goi dién dén Nha Tring.”

“Pot nhién han stng lai. ROi hén n6i than nhién. “Chuyén d6 chéng c6 nghia gi. Ai mi chéng c6 viée phai goi t6i Nha tring. Nao em yéu, im cho anh
n6ng lén di.”

Frank Lonergan vira tir sin bay vé t6i tda soan thi dién thoai cAm tay cta anh reo. “Lornegan day.”

“Chao ngai phong vién. C6 hong ngfin day. Ngai van bo tién mua tin dy chir?”

D6 Ia Alex Coopper, ké chuyén song bang nghé ban tin. Chinh Lonergan da dat cho gi c4i bi danh C6 hong ngin. Anh 6m o.
“Con tiy thude vao do s6t déo va tin cdy cua no.”

“N6 s& lam anh nhay dyng Ién dy. Toi mudn 5 000 dola.”

“Tam biét nhé, cb hong ng'?in”

“Dlmg voi ctp may. DO 1 tin vé co gai bi giét & khach san Monroe Arm.”

Piéu d6 dot nhién cubn hit Franck Lonergan. “C6 chuyén gi vé co gai?”

“Ta nén gap nhau & dau nhi, ngai phong vién?”

“Ding nira tiéng nita, tai nha hang Ricco’s.”

Hai gios chidu, Frank Lonergan va Alex Cooper d&u ciing c6 mit tai diém hen. Lonergan khong thich lam viéc vdi Alex vi hén I con nguoi khong dang
hoang. Nhung tir trude t6i gio han rat dugc viée. Tuy vay, voi “wu” ny, Lonergan cling khong chac ¢ han lam

“Hy vong anh khong lam mét thi gios ctia t61.” Lonergan noi.

“0, 61 khong nghil day 1 chuyén ling phi thoi gian. anh nghi gi néu t6i n6i rang ¢6 sur lién quan gitta Nha Tréing voi hung thiy, ké da giét co gai?” Mot vé
khoai tra hién ra trén khudn mat Alex.

Frank Lonergan ¢b kiém ché. “Tiép di.”

“5000 d6 chir?”

“1000”

“Hai”

“Puoc, anh ndi di.”

“C6 bd ciia t0i truc dién thoai tai Monroe Arms.”

“Tén co dy a gi?”

“JoAnn McGrath.”

Lonergan ghi lai vao sb. “Rdi sa0?”

“C6 ai 6 & day phong dé virong da goi dién t6i Nha triing vao thoi diém co gai & d6.”
“Toi nghi tdng théng co lién quan t&i vu ndy” 16 ctia Leslie Stewart vang lén.

“Do tin cay ctia thong tin nay?”

“Chéc nhu dinh dong cot.”

“To6i s& kiém tra lai. Néu diing thi anh s& c6 tién. Anh da n6i tin niy véi nhimg ai, ngoai t6i?”

“Chura ai hét.”



“Tét. Khong dugc ké cho ai khic ddy.” Lonergan dimg day. “Ta s& lién lac sau”.

“Con chuyén nay nita.” Cooper ndi.

Lonergan dimg lai “Chuyén gi 7

“Anh ciing dirg cho ai biét 14 t6i da cung cap tin ndy. Toi khong mubn JoAnn tir nay s& khong tin toi nita.”
“Duoc thoi.”

Nigbi lai mot minh, Alex Cooper nhdm tinh xem s& lim gi v6i sb tién 2000 d6 ma khong dé JoAnn biét.

Téng d4i dién thoai khach san Monroe Arms nim & mit g6c bén caph quéy 18 tan. Liac Lonergan bude vao véi cap tai liéu trén tay, JoAnn McGrath
dang ban viéc. Anh nghe thay c6 ta ndi qua dién thoai. “Toi s& chuyén may cho ngai. Xin chd mot chut.”

JoAnn nbi may rdi quay lai phia Lonergan. “Toi c6 thé gitip gi cho ong?”
“T6i I ngudi ciia cong ty dién thoai.” Lonergan noi. anh rit ra mot tam the. “Chiing t6i co mdt s6 ric 161"
JoAnn McGrath nhin anh ngac nhién. “Chuyén gi vay?”

“C6 nguoi khiéu nai rang phai tra tién curde phi cho nhitng cude goi khong phai ctia ho.” Anh v tra lai trong tap hd so. “Ngay 15 thang 10. Ho phai tra
tién cude goi di Blrc, ma ho thi khong quen ai ¢ Pirc ca. Thé nén ho buc minh lam.”

“O, nhung ndo t6i co biét gi vé chuyén nay?” JoAnn ndi mdt cach buc doc. “Téi ciing khong nhé 1 da ¢6 cude goi ndo di Brrc vao thang tnrde khong?”
“C0 ¢ ghi lai cac cude goi cua ngay d6 khong?”

“Tét nhién i ¢6.”

“Lam on cho t61 xem mdt chit.”

“Pugc thoi” C6 Ioira dudi dbng gidy to mdt tim bia kep hd so. Chudng dién thoai lai reo. Trong lic JoAnn ban nghe miy, Lonergan nhanh chong It
tim tur liéu minh can. Ngay 12 thang 10... Ngay 13... 14... 16...

To ghi cac cude goi ciia ngdy 15 da bi mit.

Frank Lonergan da cho sin tai khach san Four Seasons khi Jackie Houston tir Nha Tring trds vé.

“Xin 161, ba 1 théng déc Houston?”

“Vang.” Ba ta quay lai.

“T6i I Frank Lonergan, phong vién bao Washington Tribune t0i mudn giri t6i ba 10 chia budn sau sic ctia td bao ching toi, thua ba thong ddc.”
‘Camon anh.”

“Liéuba ¢6 thé danh cho t6i vai phit dé tro chuyén khong, thura ba?”

“T6i thye sy khong...”

“T6i nghi s& ¢6 ich”... Anh hit dAu vé phia phong chd ctia khéch san. “Chiing ta ¢ thé t6i d6, vai phut thoi?”
Ba thong ddc th dai. “Ciing duoc.”

“T6i biét con gAi ba da t¢i tham quan Nha Tréing vao ding cai homma...” Anh khong thé néi ndi hét cau.
“Diing thé. Con bé... nd t6i d6 cing i ban hoc. N6 rat mudn duroc gap mit Tong Thong.”

Lonergan ¢d giit giong tur nhién.

“C6 bé 6 cude hen voi tong thong Russell phai khong?”

“Phai. Chinh t6i sip xép cudc gip ndy. Toi va tong thong 1 ban ci.”

“Thé ¢6 bé co gip duoc tong thong khong, thira ba Houston?”

“Khong, ong 4y niic cong viée dot xudt.” Giong ba ta nghen lai. “C6 mdt dicu toi dam chc...



“Didu gj, thura ba?”

“Paul Yerby khong giét con bé. Ching n6 rt yéu nhau.”

“Nhung canh sét cho ring..”

“T6i khong quan tAm nhing gi ho n6i. Ho da bét giir chang trai d6 vo toi. Cau ta... cdu ta thit vong t6i mirc da treo ¢b tur van. That khing khiép.”

Frank Lonergan chiim chi nhin ba théng déc, giong dé dat: “Néu khong phai 13 Paul Yerby thi ba c6 nghi dén 14 ai khac khong? Y t6i mudn ndi  c6 bé
¢6 ndi s& gap ai d6 & Washington khong?”’

“Khong. Con bé ching quen ai & ddy ca. Con bé mudn...” Mt ba bdng nhoa 16.’Xin 1bi. Hay bo qua cho t61.”
“0, khong c6 gi. Cam on ba da danh thi gian cho t6i, thura thdng dé¢ Houston.”

Noi tiép theo Lonergan téi Ia nha xéc. Helen Chuan vira budc ra khoi phong xét nghiém tir thi.

“O, ai thé kia!”

“Chao tién si”

“Con gi6 nao mang anh t6i day, Frank?”

“T6i mudn ndi chuyén vi co vé Paul Yerby.”

Helen Chuan thé dai. “Thét 1 dang xAu hd. Ching déu con qué tré.”

“Ly do gi khién mot chang trai nhur véy lai tur tir nhi?”

Helen Chuan nhiin vai. “Ai m biét duoc.”

“Y t6i 1 ¢d ¢ chic cauta ty tr khong?”

“Két qua kiém tra hién trurong va xét nghiém thi dtng nhur vay. Déy thit hrng xiét ¢b ciu ta chit t6i ndi ngudi ta phai ¢t bé moi gd ra duge.”
“Khong c6 du hiéu gi & hién trurdng hay trén thi thé cau ta chimg to ¢ sy sat hai sa0?”

C6 nhin anh t6 mo. “Khong!”

Lonergan git dau. “OK. Camon. Dimg dé cac xic chét ctia ¢ phai cho doi u.”

“Hai hude that.”

Phia ngoai hanh lang c6 mjt buf)ng dién thoai. Hoi téng dai, Lonergan c6 dugc s dién thoai ctia bd me Paul Yerby. Ba me nhic may, giong mét moL.
(13 Alé !79

“Ba Yerby phai khong a?”

“Ving.”

“Xin 16i d lam phién ba. Téi 1 Frank Lonergan, phong vién t& Washington Tribune. Toi mudn...”

“Toi khong thé.”

Mot 14t sau, 6ng Yerby nghe méy. “Toi xin 11, Vo toi... bao chi im phién ching t6i sudt ca sang nay. Chiing t6i khong mudn...”
“Chi mot phut thoi, thira ong Yerby. C6 ngudi & Washington tin réing con trai dng ba khong giét Chloe Houston.”

“Tét nhién la khong!” Giong 6ng tré' nén manh mé hon. “Thing bé chiang bao gi, ching doi ndo lm vay.”

“Cau Paul nha ta ¢6 ban beé gi @ Washington khong?”

“Khong. N6 ching quen ai & d6 ca?”

“T6i hiéu. Vay néu ching t6i ¢ thé gitp gi duoc..”

“Anh c6 thé gitp ching t6i mdt viée duoc khong anh Lonergan? Chiing t6i da thu xép mang xéc thing bé vé day roi. Nhung con db dac thi chua. Ching



t01i mudn Ay vé bét cir thir gi con lai ctia n6. Anh c6 thé giai quyét gitp chiing t6i chuyén nho nay khong?”
“T6i s& gitip Ong.”
“Ching t6i vO cung cam on anh.”

Tai tru s& canh sét, vién si quan md hop dung do ding c4 nhan ctia Paul Yerby. “Khong nhidu im dau.”’Anh ta ni. “Chi ¢ quin 4o va mdt cai méy anh
thoL.”

Lonergan tho tay vao hdp va 1i ra chiéc thét heng miu den. N6 khong hé bi ct.

Frank Lonergan budc vao phong im viéc ctia Deborah Kanner — thur ky chuyén tréach xép lich cac cude hen ctia Tong thong Russell. C6 ta dang chuyén
bi di an trua.

“T6i ¢6 thé gip gi duoc anh , Frank?”

“Deborah, tdi c6 mdt van dé.”

“Chuyén gi day?”

Frank Lonergan vor nhin s6 tay.

“T6i c6 ngudn tin n6i ring vao ngay 15 thang 10 tdng thdng c6 cude gip bi mit voi mdt ddc phai vién Trung Qudc dé ban vé vin dé Tay Tang,”
“T6i khong hé biét gi vé cude gip nay.”

“Cb c6 thé xem lai gitip t6i duroc khong?”

“Anh bao ngay nao nhi?”’

“Ngiy 15 thang 10” Lonergan nhin Deborah 16i tir ngin kéo ra tap hd so' ghi céc cude gip va gio ludt qua.
“Ngiy 15 thang 10 w? Anh mudn ndi vao gio nio?”

“10 gio i, ngay tai day, trong phong Bau Duc.”

C6 ta lic dau. “Khong phai. 10 gio tdi hom do,ui tong théng c6 cude hen voi tudng Whitman,”

Lonergan cau my. “Khong phai nhu vay? Cho t6i xem qua mot chut.”

“Xin 161. T6i khong thé. Nhung chinh xéc diy.”

30 phitt sau. Frank Lonergan dang noi chuyén voi tudng Whitman.

“Thura ngay, O Tribune mudn dura tin vé cude gip g0 giita ngai va tong théng vao ngay 15 théang 10 vira qua. Téi cho 1 ¢ mdt s6 diém quan trong dang
duoc ban cai”

Vi tuéng lc dau. “Toi khong biét anh Iy tin ndy tir dau, anh Lonergan. Boi vi cude gip d6 da bi hity bo. Tong thong ban viée khéc.”
“Ngai ¢6 chic nhu viy khong?”

“Mot trong 2 ngudi I t6i ma lai khong chiic u? Chiing t6i dang thu xép mdt cude gip khac.”

“Xin cAm on ngai”

Frank Lonergan quay vé Nha Tring Anh lai vao vin phong ctia Deborah Kanner.

“Anh biét miy gio rdi khong, Frank?”

A9

“Thi cling vay thoi
ve Tay Tang.”

Lonergan ndi vé hdi han. “Ngudi cung cap tin cho t6i thé ring Tong thong da gip mit ngay tai ddy, voi phéi vién Trung Qudc dé ban

C5 thu ky nhin anh vé kho chiu. “T6i phéi ndi thé ndo dé anh tin vao gior d6, ngity do tong thong khong c6 cude gip ndo nhur vy ca.”

Lonergan tho dai. “Noi thét t6i ciing ching biét phai lim sao day. Sép t6i thi cir mudn ding tin nay, vi n6 ciing kha quan trong. C6 18 ching t6i ¢t cho
dang vay.” Anh lambd dira ctra.

“Doida.”



Anh quay lai. “Gi vay?”

“Anh khong thé dang bira vy duoc. Chuyén dy hoan toan khong xdy ra. Tong théng s& ndi gidn cho ma xem.”

“Dang hay khong dau phéi do t6i quyét dinh.”

Deborah hudng hr. “thé néu t6i chimg minh cho anh ring hom d6 tong thong c6 gap turéng Whitman thi anh s& quén chuyén nay di chir?”

“Tét nhién roi. Toi dau mudn giy ric rdi véi Nha Tréing lim gi.”” Lonergan nhin Deborah lai 16i tap tai liéu ra, 1n gis céc trang. “Déy la danh sach nhiing
cude hen cuia tong thong trong ngay d6. Xemnhé, ngay 15 thang 10.” Danh sach dai 2 trang. Deborah chi vao ¢4t ghi thoi gian 10 gio toi..”Day anh nhin
di, gy trang muc den han hoi.”

“C6 noi ding.” Lonergan dap. Anh dang mai tim kiém trén trang gidy. Mot cude hen lic 3 gio. Chloe Houston.
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Chuwong 19

Cudc hop bat thuong dién ra ¢ phong Bau duc mdi chi bt dau duoc vai phit makhong khi duong nhu da rét cang thing bi cac mbi bat hoa mang sin
trong mdi ngudi tham dur.

B6 trurdng qudc phong Ién tiéng: “Tinh hinh s& ngay cang virot khoi tim kiém soat ctia chiing ta néu ta van tri hoan hanh dong. N6 s& B qua muon dé
ngin chéin su viéc.”

“Ching ta khong thé hanh dong voi va duoc.” Néi doan, tudng Stephan Gossard quay sang hoi giam déc CIA. “Ong da ¢6 trong tay nhitng thdng tin
g‘l?”

“Rét kh6 néi. Ching t6i chi chéc hén i Libya dang mua mdt s hrong 1on vii khi tir Iran va Trung Qudc.” Tong thng Oliver nhin vé phia ngoai trudng
hoi. “thé Libya phti nhan viéc d6 a2

“Véng ding vdy. Ca phia Trung Quéc va Iran ciing thé.”
Tong théng hoi tiép. “Con phia cac nurée A rap thi sao?”

GiamDbc CIA dép: “Thura tong thong, theo nhig thng tin mé t6i ¢6 droc, néu Israel tAn cong, thi d6 s& i cai cé ma cac muée A rip dang mon doi.
Ho s€ tham gia vao viéc loai b Israel.”

Tét ca ctng nhin Tong théng, “Ong c6 nhitng ngudn tin d4ng tin cdy & Libya phai khong?”” Tong thong hoi.
“Vang, thura tong thong”

“T6i mudn nhitng tin moi nhit. Néu c6, hiy bao cho i ngay. Xuat hién bat ky d4u hiéu ndo ctia sur tin cong, ching ta s& khong ¢6 sur lwa chon ndo
khac ngoai hanh dong,”

Cudc hop dén day phai hoan lai. Giong cuia thur ky tong théng vang lén qua ndi dam “Thura tong théng, ¢6 ngai Tager xin gip.”
“Moi Ong ta vao.”

“Cudc hop dién ra nhur thé ndo?” Vira vao Peter Tager di hoi.

“O, day chi a mdt cude hop binh thurdng.” Oliver n6i voi vé thit vong, “vé chuyén s& c6 mdt cude chién tranh trong nay mai...”
“Va kémtheo ca vin dé inh th6?”” Tager néi vé cam thong.

“Nghe chimg c6 vé hay day.”

“Xin moi ngdi.”

Peter Tager vira ngdi xudng vira hoi. “Vay anh c6 biét chuyén gi vé céi tiéu virong qudc A rap thong nhit khong?”
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“Khong nhidu Fim, “Oliver tra Ii. “cach day 20 nam, ¢6 5 hay 6 muéc A rép gi d6 da tap hop nhau lai dé thanh lap mot lién minh.”

“C6 At ca 7 nude. Ho thanh 1ap vao nim 1971. b6 la qéc nude Abu Dhabi, Fujajra, Dubai, Sharjah, Rasal—Khahmb, Unim al- Avaiwan va Ajman. Khi
chua lién minh v6i nhau thi ho ching 14 gi ca. Nhung khoi lién minh nay da phat trién mit cach khong the hinh dung ndi. Hién nay, ho la mit trong nhing
nude co mirc song cao nhat. Tong san pham quoc ndi da vurot hon 39 ti ddla vao nimngoai.”

Oliver néi véi vé sot rudt. “Toi doan 1 c6 mdt tin gi d6 phai khong, Peter?”

“Diing vdy. Ngudi dimg du ctia hoi dong cac tiéu curong qudc A Rap mudn gip anh.”

“Pugc thoi. Vay t6i s& goi cho B truong bd qudc phong...”

“Nhung 6ng ta chi mubn gip riéng anh, va ngay hom nay.”

“Anh n6i nghiém tic khong dy? Toi khong chéc 1 minh...”

“Oliver ndy, dong ho Majlis la mot trong nhitng thé hyc 16n ctia khdi A rép va con dugc cac qudc gia A Rap khac rét kinh né. Cudc gip ndy ¢6 thé mo
ra nhiéu trién vong tt cho ta. Toi biét diéu ndy 1 khong tun thi qui dinh qudc gia nhung toi nghi 13 anh nén gip ho.”

“MOot cude gip g0 chinh thire s€ thuan tién hon néu nhu ti...”

“Toi s& sap xép moi viée.”

“Vay ho mudn gip & dau?”

“Ho ¢6 du thuyén dang dau ¢ vinh Chesepeake, gin Annapolis. Toi s& dira anh dén d6 mot cach kin dao.”

Oliver ngdi bt dong, nhin tran trén Ién tran nha. Cudi cling ng viron vé phia trude va in nit ndi dam. “Hay hodn tit ca cic cude hen chidu nay cho toi.”

Chiéc du thuyén tuyét dep dai t6i 212 ft (~60m) dang neo ¢ vinh. Tat c& moi ngwoi trén thuyén déu dang chos doi tong thong M. Toén bo thiy thit |y
nguoi A Rap.

“Xin chio mimg ngai dén day, thua tong thong” Ali Al-Fulani, thur ky thir nhét ctia cc tiéu virong qudc A Rap Thong Nhit Ién tiéng. “Xin mdi ngai lén
thuyén.”

Khi Oliver bude du thuyén, vién thu ky ra hiéu cho thiy this doan. Vai phut sau, thuyén da et di.
“Ching ta s& di xubng tAng dudi phai khong?”” Tong thong hoi vién thur ky.
“Phai.”

Ayp??

Ta c6 thé b giét hodc bi bt coc & mdt noi ndo du6. Pay 1 viée ngu xudn nht tir trude dén nay mé ta da im C6 18 ching “diéu” ta toi day dé c6 thé dé
dang bat dau cudce tin cong vao Israel trong khi ta khong thé dira ra ménh kénh ndo hong tré diia lai. Tai sao ta lai dong ¥ voi Tager di gip bon ching co
cha?

Nhung Oliver van theo Ali Al-Fulani X}léng cau thanh, dén mdt cin phong 16ng Ay duoc bai tri theo kiéu Trung Dong. O d6 6 4 g A Rap luc ludng
canh gac. Mot nguoi dan 6ng dang ngdi trén trang ki voi ding day khi Oliver budc vao.

Ali Al-Fulani n6i: “Xin giéi thiéu voi tong thdng, day B Qudc Vurong Hamad déang kinh.”

Hai ngudi bét tay nhau. “Rét han hanh duoc gip Qudc Vurong,”

“Cam on ngai da dén, thua tong thong, Xin moi ngii ding tra.”

“Cém on qudc virong, 6i xin dugc khong ding.”

“T6i cho ring cudc gip g ndy khong qua duong dot voi ngai,” Quoc Vuong Hamad bt dau. “Thua tong thong tir hang trdm nAm nay, rat kho khin,
néu nhhu khong néi khongthe duoc, trong viée giai quyét cac van dé gitta 2 nurée ching ta; nhungrmutlmanve chinh tri, ngdn ngit, dao gido va véan
héa. o 14 Iy do ctia rat nhidu cude ghlen tranh da xay ra giita 2 phia. Neu,ngum Do Thai ¢6 chiém dét ctia ngudi Palestine, thi ciing khong ai & Omaha
hay Kansas bi anh huong. Ho van song binh thirdng nhu dang ho song. Néu c6 mot gido duong Do Thai ¢ Jerusalem bi danh bom, thi nhiing nguoi Y ¢
Rome va Venise cling chang phai ban tam toi.”

Oliver tir hoi khong biét bai dién van nay s& dan dén dau déy. Liéu d6 c6 phai | mdt 1oi canh béo cho cude chién tranh sip t6i khong?

“Chi c6 mdt noi duy nhét trén thé gi6i phai chiu nhitng ton hai do céc cude chién tranh & Trung Pong gy ra, chinh 1 Trung Dong.” Ong ta viron ngudi vé
phia Oliver. “Va bay gio 1a lic chiing ta cham dut sy dién 16 nay.”



Bit dau roi day. Oliver nghi.

“Nhitng ngudi linh dao cia cac virong qudc A Réap va dong do Majlis da trao cho t6i mot str ménh 1 trinh 1én ngi mt yéu cau.”

“T6i xin dugc nghe.”

“MOot yéu cdu hoa binh.”

Oliver kinh ngac “Hoa binh?”

“Ching t6i mu6n giai hoa véi QSng minh ctia cac ngai, Israel Lénh cAm van ctia cac ngai ddi voi Iran va cc nude A Rap da lam ching t6i thiét hai hang
ti dola moi nam Chiing t61 muodn cham dut tinh hinh nay. Néu My dimg 1én nhu mot trung gian hoa giai; cac nuée A Rap, bao gém Iran, Libya, Syria, s
san long ngdi xuong va ban bac vé mdt hi¢p dinh hoa binh vinh vién véi Israel.”

Tong thong qua dbi ngac nhién vé& dé nghi nay.

“Céc 6ng lam chuyén nay Ia vi...”

“To1 xin trén trong noi voi ngai rang dé nghi nay ctia ching t6i hoan toan khong xuat phat tir Jong qui mén voi Israel hay voi nuée My cac ngai, ma chinh
Vi quyén loi ciia ching t6i. Biét bao chang trai ctia ching t6i da chet Vi syr dién rdi ndy. Chiing toi mudn ket thuc. The la d. Ching t61 nuion lai duoc ty
do ban dau cho cac nurde trén thé giéi . Ching t6i da chuin bi sin sang cho chién tranh, nhung chiing t6i van mudn hoa binh hon.”

Oliver hit mot hoi tht sdu. “Téi cho & minh cAn mot chit nude tra.”

“Gia ma anh & d6,” Oliver n6i vi Peter Tager, “that khong thé ta ndi. Ho da sin sang cho chién tranh, nhung ho lai khéng mudn xay ra chién tranh. Ding
1a dong mau thurong gia. Ho nuon ty do ban dau ra thi thurong the gidi nén ho can hoa binh.”

“Ky diéu thit,” Peter hao himg, ““giai quyét xong vu ndy, anh s& tré thanh mdt vi anh hing ddy.”

“Toi s& tir ban chuyén do,” Oliver ndi voi Peter Tager, “Khong can phai thong qua qudc hoi. Toi s& noi chuyén voi thu tudng Isracl. Ching ta s& giip ong
ay thuong hrong voi cac nude Ardp.” Oliver nglmg lai r6i ndi vdi Tager bang giong khan khan. “May phiit dau t6i cir lo minh bi bt coc.”

“Ho khong c6 co hdi d6 daw,” Peter mim cuoi. “Toi da cho mot chiéc tau va mdt may bay truc thing di theo anh.”
“Nghi si Davis dang chd duoc gip ngii, thura tong thong.

Ong 4y khong hen trudc nhung bao day 1 chuyén khén cap.”

“Hity bo cude hen tiép theo ctia t6i roi mdi Nghi si Davis vao.”

Ctra mo va Todd Davis bude vao phong bau duc.

“That la mot diéu ngac hién Iy thi, Todd a. Moi viéc déu 6n chi?”

Ngai nghi si ngdi xubng, “On ¢4, Oliver. T6i vira nghi dén anh va cho 1 nén t6i ddy chuyén phiém voi anh mot chit.”
Oliver mim cuoi. “Lich lam viéc ctia con da kin vao ngay hom nay, nhung véi cha thi...”

“Chi vai phtit thoi. Toi vira chay qua chd Peter. Anh ta c6 ké cho t6i nghe chuyén anh gap phia A Rap.”

Oliver cuoi. “'I}lé ¢6 dugc khong cha? C6 ve nhur cudi clng ching ta cling ¢6 hoa binh ¢ Trung Dong Ay nhi?” Ong g6 nhe nhe Ién ban. “sau biét bao
nhiéu thap ky! It nhat thi nhiém ky ndy ctia con cling ¢6 cai gi d6 dé nhé day, phai khdng Todd?”

Nghi si Davis hdi nhd:’Anh da nghi k¥ chura, Oliver?”

Tong théng hoi cau miy. “Céi gi? Cha bao sa0?”

“Hoa binh o mot tir rét dom gian, nhung lai c6 nhiéu ¥ nghia. Hoa binh khong bao gity dem lai bét ky loi nhugn néo bing tién. Khi ¢6 chién tranh, nhitng
nude nay mua vii khi do chinh ta san xuat, tri gid hang ti dola. Khi hoa binh, ho chang can dén vii khi lam gi. va néu Iran khdng ban duoc dau, gia dau
[én, thi chinh ching ta , nudc M, s€ c6 loi.”

Oliver nghe ma ctr ngd ngudi ra. “Todd, nhung day Ia chuyén sinh ménh con nguoi.”

“Pimg c6 ngay tho nhu thé. Oliver. Néu ching ta thyre sy mudn ¢6 hoa binh gitta Israel va cac nude A Rip thi ching ta da im dieu d6 tir Au roi. Israel
bé nhur caikeo ay. Bat ky vi tong thong tién nhiémnao cting c6 the &p ho thurong lwong v6i phia A Rép, nhung tai sao lai cir thich d€ nguyén trang nhur
vay? Pung hiéu 1am t6i nhé. Nguoi Do thai 1a mdt dan tdc tot. Toi cling ¢d cdng chuyén cuing vai ngudi bon ho trong nghi vién.”

“Con khong thé tin ring cha...”



“Tin hay khong tiry anh. Oliver a. Hiép dinh hoa binh ching dem lai loi Ioc gi cho dit nudc nay ca. Toi khong muén anh duong du voi chuyén do.”
“Con phéi duong dau véi chuyén d6?”
“Dlmg c6 bao véi t6i 1 anh phai Bm g, Oliver a.” Nghi si Davis ngdi thing ddy. “Toi s& bao cho anh. Pimg quén 14 ai da dira anh ngdi vao céi ghé nay.”

Oliver n6i nh6 nhung 16 rang. “Todd, cha c6 thé khong ton trong con, nhung cha phdi ton trong céi van phong (chitc vu) nay. Khong ban t6i chuyén ai
dua con vao day, nhung con dang lam tong thong,”

Nihi si Davis dimg ddy. “Tong théng u? Anh chi i mdt con rdi chét tiét thoi, Oliver a. Anh i con bui nhin ctia t6i. Anh nim quyén trong tay, nhung anh
khong phai la ngudira 1

Oliver chim chim nhin 6ng ta mot lic Ju. “Cha va céc ban ctia cha s& hitu bao nhiéu md dau ha Todd?”

“Do khong phii k viée clia anh. Néu anh ddm lam vige kia, thi coi nhur anh két thiic luon. Anh ¢ nghe ti ndi khong ddy? Toi cho anh 20 gis dé biét nén
lam thé nao 1a khén ngoan.”

Vo bita t6i hom do, Jan n6i. “Cha bao em ndi chuyén vi anh, Oliver a, 6ng that vong Em.”

Oliver nging Ién nhin vo va thAmnghi. “minh rdi ciing sdp phéi duong dau véi ca co dy day.”

“Cha da ké cho emnghe chuyén xay ra giita 2 ngudi.” Jan ndi tiép.

“Thé 47"

“Vang,"ba viron ngiroi qua ban hon nhe én mé 6ng, “va em thiy viéc anh sap lm that tuyét voi.”

Phai méit mot ic dng mdi hiéu duoc diéu ba noi. “Nhung cha em phan dbi viée d6.”

“EmDbiét. Va c6 nghiia a cha sai. Néu ho siin sang giai hoa véi nhau, anh phai gitip ho nhé.”

Oliver nghe nhur nuét timg 104 ctia Jan, 6ng ngim ba thit k§. Lan dau tién 6ng thiy B mdt Dé nhit Phu Nhan mngdangblet chimg no. Ba tham gia vao
cac hoat dong tir thién va dimg tn trong mdt loat cac quy ctru trg, bao tro' khac. Ba that dang yéu, thong minh va can man; va cing la Jan dAu tién Ong
ngim ba, long tur hoi. Tai sao minh lai ctr di ngoai tinh nhi? Tat ca nhitng g minh can déu ching dang & Jan hay sao?

“Anh c6 mdt cude hop t6i nay phai khong?”

“Khong,” Oliver dap chdm rii. “Anh s& hity bo n6. “Téi nay anh ¢ nha.”

Pém do, Oliver d lam tinh v6i Jan sau mot thoi gian rat iu ngung nghi, va ca hai déu thiy tuyét diéu. Sang hom sau, khi ngi ddy, 6ng nghi. “Minh phai
bao Peter b cai can hd bi mat kia di mdi duoce.”

Birc thur ndm trén ban ciia hdn vao sang hom sau:

“T6i mudn ngai biét ring toi a nguoi thure sur ngudng md ngai, va t6i khong mudn kim gi t6n hai toi ngai. Toi ¢ trong gara ctia khach san Monroe Arms
vao dén ngay 15 ay va t6i thue ngac nhién khi thay ngai cting & d6. Nigay hom nay t6i doc dugc tin vé vu cd gai tré bi gict, toi da hiu tai sao ngai quay
lai d¢ x6a di dau tay trén nit bam cua thang my. Toi bit 14 tat ca bao chi s rat quan tdm t6i cau chuyén nay cua t6i va s& tra tién hau hinh. Nhung, nhur
da vt & trén, t6i la mot trong nhimg ngu6i ngudng md ngai. Thue 1 t6i khong muon Am gl ton hai den ngai. Toi dang can mot chit trg gilp vé mit tai
chinh, va néu ngai c6 1ong, thi chuyén nay s& chi chiing ta biét ma thoi. Toi s& lién lac voi ngai sau miy ngay nita, khi ngai c6 dii thoi gian dé suy nghif thdu
dao.

Xin tran trong chao ngai

Mot nguoi ban”

“Chtia 01, Sim Lombardo kh& kéu Ién. “That khong thé tin duroc. Birc thr dén déy bang cach nao?”

“Bang duong buu dién” Peter ndi, “giri cho Tong thdng,” Trén bi ghi rd chit “Thur riéng.”

Sim Lombardo néi. “C6 thé | mit ké dién 10 ndo d6 dang dinh...”

“Khong duge chi quan thé, Sim a. Toi ciing ching may may tin vao chuyén ndy, nhung néu chiti can mot 1 thi thio lot ra ngoai thi Tong Thong coi nhur
thin bai danh liét. Chiing ta phai bao vé ngai.”

Peter Tager dang & tru s& FBI, $6 10, phé Pennsylvania, n6i chuyén véi nhan vién mit vu Clay Jacobs.

“Anh bao d6 Ia chuyén quan trong, dung khong?”” Jacobs hoi.



“Phai” Tager m6 chiéc cip da den Ky ra mt t& gidy, va ddy qua ban cho Clay Jacobs, Ong ta cam Ién va doc to.

“T6i mudn ngai biét ring toi 1A ngudi thure sy ngudng md ngai... Toi s& lién lac voi ngai sau miy ngy nita, khi ngai ¢6 du thoi gian dé suy nghi thdu déo.”
Tét ca nhitng chit & giita 2 dong ndy déu da bi de 1én bing bang bit x6a.

Jacobs ngang Ién. “Cainay 1a gi vay?”

“N6 lién quan dén viéc an toan ctia tong théng, Ngai yéu cau toi phai tim ra ai i ngudi viét buc thu nay. Ngai mudn anh hdy tim d4u van tay.”
Clay Jacobs It qua It lai t& gidy, chau may suy nghii “Diéu ny that khong binh thurdng chit ndo, Peter a.”

“Tai sao?”

“T6i thay né c6 cai gi rt la king.”

“Tét ca nhitng gi tong théng nmudn anh kim 1 tim ra tén ciia tic gia birc th.”

“Ctr cho i du tay ctia héin con & trén nay.”

Peter git dau. “Cho 1 viy.”

“Anh cho chit nhé.” Jacobs diing déy va di sang mot phong khac.

Peter ngdi d6 va nhin qua ctra s6, nghi &én birc thur va hau qua xdu nhit ma n6 ¢6 thé dem lai. Ding 7 phut sau, jacobs quay lai.

“Anh may mén ddy.”

Tim Peter dap ron Ién. “anh tim thiy gi ch:?”

“C6,” Jacobs dura cho Peter mit toy gidy. “Nguoi ma anh tim ¢ lién quan dén mot vy tai nan giao thong khoang mbt nidm trude ddy. Ténanh ta 1a Carl
Gorman, 1am viéc tai khich san Monroe Arms.” Ong ta dimg lai, nhin Peter that k. “Anh con can hoi gi nira vé chuyén nay khong?”

“Khong,” Peter dap that log. “Khdng con gi nita.”

“Frank Lonergan dang ¢ duong day s6 3, thira ba Stewart. Anh 4y bao ¢6 chuyén khan.”

“T6i s& cam may camon.” Leslie bim nut. “Frank?”

“Ba ¢ d6 mot minh chr?”’

Nang nghe thiy tiéng anh ta hit mdt hoi rt sau. “Ok, ching ta c6 viéc ri.”” Sau d6, Lonergan trinh bay lién mdt hoi trong subt 10 phut khong nghi.
Leslie chay nhu bay dén vin phong ciia Matt Baker.

“Chiing ta phéi ndi chuyén, Matt,” ning thé hon hén va ngdi xudng chiée ghé trude mit ong. “Ong thiy thé nio néu t6i bao voi ong 1 tong thdng ¢6 lién
quan dén vu Chloe Houston?”

“An khach dy. Nhung toi cho 1 ba da di qua xa.”

“Frank vira goi dién dén., Anh 4y da néi chuyén v6i ba thong ddc Houston, ba ta khong tin 1 Paul Yerby giét con gii minh. Frank ciing da n6i chuyén
V61 bo me ctia Paul, Ho ciing khong tin 1a nhur vay.”

“Toi ciing khong chd viée ho tin,” Matt thing thing, “Néu do 1 didu duy nhét ba mubn n6i...”

“Mi chi I bét dau thoi. Frank dén gip nhén vién kham nghién this thi. Chi ta bao réng chiéc thét kg ma cau bé ding dé tu tir quan vao ¢o chit dén ndi
nguoi ta da phai cat dut né mai thao ra duge...”

Matt nghe cham chi hon. “Va...?”
“Frank dén noi hru gitr d6 dac con lai ctia Yerby. Chiéc thét lung kinh nguyén khong hé bi cit xén gi hét.”
Matt thé' dai. “Y ba mudn noi  thing bé da b giét trong nha giam nham bit miéng chir gi?”

“T6i chang dinh suy tuong gi ca. Toi chi dang tim kiém sur that ma thoi. Da mot 1n Oliver Russell thuyét phuc t6i ding Ecstasy dang long, Hoi ong ta



dang tranh cr chirc thong déc bang, mt cd gii da chét trén séng Kentucky vi chat long d6. Khi Oliver da I thong dbc, ngudi ta tImthéy nit thr ky cua
6ng ay bi nhiém doc Ecstasy va bat tinh trong cong vien. Lonergan biét ring chinh tong théng, sau nhidu An goi dién dén tham hoi, cudi cliing da chinh
thire goi y bénh vién chim dirt sy sbng ciia ¢d gaiay.” Leslie ngdp ngimg mot chit. “Co mdt ¢t phon tir day phong Dé vuong, hién trrdng vy dn, dén
Nha Tring, ding vao dém Chloe Houston bi giét. Trang clia ngdy 15 thang 10 da bi mét. Con nir th ky chuyén trach xep lich lam viéc cho tong thong
161 v6i Lonergan ring ong ta 0 mot cude gap voi tuong Whitman vao 61 hom DO. Nhung thyre ra khong hé co cude gip Ay. Frank da néi chuyén voi
thbng déc Houston, ba ta n6i ring nhan dip Chloe di tham quan Nha Tréing, ba d sép dat cho con gai gip Tong théng vao chiéu hom do.”

C4 2 cting im ling kha 1au. “Frank Lonergan bay gio ¢ dau?”” Matt hoi.

“Anh 4y di tim Carl Gorman, ngudi nhan vién da tiép vi khach dit phong D& Vuong”

Jeremy Robinson tir chbi.”’Xin 161, ching t6i khong dugc phép tiét 16 théng tin ca nhén ctia cac nhan vién & day.”

“Thi t6i chi xin dia chi nha riéng ctia anh 4y dé...” Frank nai ni

“That khong may cho anh, Gorman dang di nghi.”

Lonergan tho dai. “O, thé thi té that. Toi cir hy vong anh 4y s& c6 diéu kién gitp toi mt s thong tin thiéu.”

“Théng tin gi?”

“A vang, Ching toi dang viét v& vu con gii ba théng db¢ Houston bi chét & khéch san ndy. Toi chi dinh trao ddi i chit v6i Gorman.” Anh Jy ra mot
quyén s0, mt cdy but. “Khach san nay c6 tir khi no nhi? Téi muon bict chit it vé lich str ctia nd, cac khach hang...”

Jeremy chau may. “Cho chit! Chéc chan i khong can dau. Y t6i ... ¢b Ay c6 thé bi sat hai & du d6 chur...”

Frank néi vé dong tinh. “T6i hiéu, nhung chuyén d6 lai xay ra & day. Khéch san ctia 6ng sép n6i danh chinng kém gi vu Watergate dau.”
“Anh...?”

“Lonergan.”

“Anh Lonergan ndy. Toi s& rt... rit cam on néu anh c6 thé... ¥ t6i mudn ndi 14 cai kiéu quang cao ndy s& rat bét loi cho khach san ching t6i. Liéu c6
cach nao khac...?”

Lonergan ra vé nghi ngoi mot Iat. “U nhi, néu gip duoc Gorman, t6i cho 1 minh ¢6 thé tim ra hudng di moi dy.”
“Quy hoa qua. Dé t6i di iy dia chi ciu ta cho anh.”

Frank Lonergan thue sur lo ling. Theo nhur nhitng thong tin ma anh thu hrom duoc, vin dé ngiy cang trd nén sang to, hé 16 ra mdt vu giét ngudi cd y va
mdt vu x0a dau vet o trinh do cao.

Trude khi dén gip Gorman anh quyét dinh r& qua nha mdt lit. Vo anh Rita, dang trong bép chuan bj bita toi. Rita | mdt phy ni ménh dé, toc do, mét
xanh long lanh va Ian da thit min mang. Rita ngac nhién nhin chong budc vao.

“Frank, sao hom nay anh lai vé nha vio gios im viéc thé?”

“Thi em ctr coi nhur anh vira tir trén troi roi xudng va hily chio anh di”
C6 nhin anh. “Khéng, d4 xdy ra chuyén gi vay?”

Anh ngép ngimg, “Pa bao lau rdi em khong gip me?”

“Emvira gip me tudn truée. Nhung sao co?”

“Emnén di thim me JAn nita, ngay hom nay. Bay gio.”

“C6 chuyén khong 6n ha anh?”

Anh cudi. “Chi khong ong u?” rdi dén bén o suoi. “C6 I em sap phéi lau quét sach s& céi Io suoi ndy dy. Ching ta s& dat giai thuong Pulitzer (giii
thudng cao nhat vé van xudi M¥) ¢ day va ca mdt chiéc huy chuong Peabody nita.”

“Anh dang noi gi vay?”’

“Anh dang thu tp tai libu dé thdi bay mot vai nhan vat. Y anh 1 nhitng nhan vat & chop bu dy. DAy qua 1 cau chuyén thii vi nhit ma anh duoc tham gia

Vé.O 2

“Thé tai sao anh lai mudn em di thim me?”



“C6 chut nguy hiém em a. Mot sb ngudi s& khong thich anh im vy ndy. Anh thiy s& 6t hon néu em di xa khoang vai ngaty cho dén khi moi viée két
thic.”

“Nhung anh dang bi nguy hiém...”

“Anh s& khong bi nguy hiém. Anh chi bi nguy hiém khi ching dimg em dé ra diéu kién.”

“Anh chic chén khong c6 gi xay ra voi minh chir?”

“Chéc chin. Em hiy soan d6 di. Anh s& goi dién cho em t6i nay.”

“Théi duge.” Rita tra 104, vé mién cudng,

Lonergan nhin dong hd. “Anh s& dua emra ga.”

Mot gio sau, Lonergan ding xe trude ngdi nha gach khiém nhirong ndm rong khu Wheaton. Anh ra khoi xe, budc t6i bén cira va bam chudng. Khéng
¢6 ai dap lai (mo cira). Anh lai bam chudng lan nira va doi. Canh cira nang né bat chot mo ra va mot nguoi phu ni to béo, tudi trung nién nhin anh véi
doi mat do xét.

“Anh hoi ai?”

“T6i i nguoi ciia ban theo ddi thué thu nhap — IRS.” Lonergan ndi va dudng hoang rit ra mot tim thé. “Téi mudn gip Carl Gorman.”

“Em trai toi khong ¢ day.”

“Chi c6 biét anh 4y dang ¢ d4u khong?”’

“Khong!” Cau tra 101 tudt ra qua nhanh.

Lonergan gat gi. “Tiéc that, thoi ciing khong sao. Chi ¢6 thé thu xép db dac cta anh dy. Toi quay vé S& va cho xe tai dén ngay by gios day.” Lonergan
lmra vé bo di.

“Cho chit da! Xe tainao co? Anhnoi chuyén gi vay?”

Lonergan dung lai. “Em trai chi khong néi gi a?”

“Néi gi co?”

Lonergan xoay minh nhin thing vao ngudi phu nit. “Anh 4y dang gip ric r6i.”

Chi ta nhin anh lo Eing. “Réc rdi gia?”

“Xin 10i, t0i khong duroc tr tién ndi vé& chuyén nay,” anh Fic dau, “anh Ay ¢6 vé 11 mdt chang trai d& thuong ddy nhi?”
“Phai,” chi ta ndi vé thiét tha, “Carl i ngudi rét tuyét voi.”

Lonergan gat dau. “PAy ciing 1 cam giac cta toi khi toi thim tra cu ta.”

Chi gai Carl lo ing. “Tham tra n6 vé chuyén gi?”

“Gian d6i trong khai béo thué thu nhap. That t9i qua. Toi mudn dén méch cho cu &y céch giai quyét vu ndy, nhung...” Anh nhin vai, “Danh vy, néu cau
ay khong c6 ¢ day...” anh lai quay di.

“Ché dal NO... n6 dang & khu cau c4. Toi ... t6i duoce dan | khong noi voi bét cir ai.”

“Tham chi ca voi to1?”

“Khong, anh lai i chuyén khac. N6 dang & trai cau ca Sunshine bén hd Richmond, bang Virginia.”
“Thoi duoc, t6i s& dén d6 tim cau 4y.”

“Thé thi hay qu. Anh dam chiic 1 chuyén ctia n s& 6n thoa chir?”

“Hoan toan chéc,” anh qua quyét, “t0i s& giip ciu dy giai quyét chuyén ny.”

Lonergan cho xe chay thing vé phia nam. Richmond ndm cach d6 khoang 100 diim. Trong nhitng ky nghi hé, cach ddy vai nim, Lonergan thudng vé
day nghi ngoi, cdu c4, va thuong gap may. Hy vong lan nay anh ciling gip may nhur vay.



Troi hoi mura, nhung Carl Gorman chiing hé quan tim. Pay 1 e ¢4 sip dép mdi. Anh ta dang sin loai ca virge vin. Méy chiéc can cau da méc sin mdi
dat & phia sau con thuyén c6 méi chéo. Séng vd nhé nhe vao man thuyén dang lénh dénh giita hd. Hinh nhur mdi cau van chura du strc hip dan véi i ca.
Ching c6 vé khong voi vang. Anh ta ciing chiing st rudt gi ca. Chua bao gis Gorman vui hon by gios. Anh ta sép sira gidu to. Gidu hon ca nhing gi
hing mo dén. Bing A mot may mén khong ngd. Minh da & dung noi, ding lic.

Anh ta quay lai khach san Monroe Arms dé iy chiéc 40 jacket bj bo quén va vira dinh roi bai déu xe thi ctra thang may riéng dan lén diy phong pé
Vuong bat mo. Khi nhin thiy ngudi dan ong bude ra, Carl Gorman ngbi chét lang trong xe, khong dong cra ndi. Roi Carl thiy ong ta quay lai, Ky khan
tay lau chui k§ ledng cac nit bam ciia thang may rdi ra xe va lai di.

Song chuyén ndy ciing s€ bi quén di néu sang hom sau Carl khong doc tin mt ¢6 gai bi chét trén dy phong Pé vuong ctia khach san Morroe Arms
dang trén bo. Anh ta sip xEp céc chi tiét lai voi nhau. Phan ndo, Gorman thiy tiéc cho ngudi dan ong kia. Minh thire sy ngudng md 6ng 4y. Racrdila &
cho khi ban 2 mdt nguoi ndi tiéng, ban s& khong thé gidu it vao dau duoc. D ban di bat cir dau thi ca thé gioi cting nhAn ra ban. Ong ta s& phai tra
tién minh dé minh im king, Ong ta khong con cach nao khac. Minh s& bt dau voi 100 000 dola. Ong ta da tra mot lan thi s& phai tra méi nii. C6 thé
minh s€ mua 1 1au dai & Phap hay 1 biét thu & Thuy Si..

Carl cam thiy day cau bi giét manh va tiéng van ring ric ctia cAn. Anh ta ¢6 thé cam nhan dugc su ¢b ging thoat ra ctia con ca. May khong chay duoc
dau. May da cin cau roi.

Trong khoanh khéic, Carl nghe thiy tiéng dong co ciia xubng may dang tién lai gin. Ho d4u c6 cho phép thuyén gin dong co vao hd nhi. Chiing s& lim
bon ca chay mat théi. Chicc xuong my chay phang phing vé phia Carl.

“Nay, dimg lai gan nhu thé,” Carl Ia Ién.
Chiéc xudng méay van khong c6 vé mudn déi huréng hodc dimg lai.
“Nay, can than dy. C6 mét khong ha? Me kiép...” Chiéc xudng may chdm thing vao con thuyén cu, ché nd ra lam doi va hit tung Carl xudng,

Nt thés qua! Carl giing nho dAu lén khoi miit nude. Chiée xudng méy vong lai va nhém théing vao Carl lao t6i . Diu cudi cing clng Catrl Cém nhin
duoc trude khi chiéc xuong hiic vao dau anh ta 1a con ca van dang ¢ giat ra khoi ludi cau.

Khi Frank Lonergan dén noi, ving ho da chét kin xe canh sat. C6 ¢4 mdt xe ctru throng dang nhp nhay chay di. Frank ra khoi xe va héi ngudi dimg
bén. “Cé chuyén gi ma nhdn nhao n the?”

“M6t chang trai khdn khd ndo déy bi tai nan trén hd. Anh ta ching con gi nhiéu...”

Lonergan hiéu ra ngay moi chuyén.

Diing nira dém, Frank Lonergan van mdt minh cin mén Bm viée trén may vi tinh. Anh dang viét cau chuyén c6 thé It nhao tong thng Hoa Ky Baibao
s& dem lai cho anh gidi Pulitzer. Khong con nghi ngd ginira. Sy kién ny s€ gitip anh noi tiéng hon ca Woodward va Bernsters. Day chac chin s& 1a cau
chuyén ctia thé ky.

Tiéng chudng cira cit ngang ludng suy nghi ctia anh. Anh dimg day va di ra. “Ai dy?”

“C6 buu phim ctia ba Leslie Stewart giri cho anh day.”

Ba ta 6 tin moi day. Anh mo cira. Mt tia sang kim loai anh [én va x¢é doi giita nguc anh.

Moi su sau d6 lai chim trong yén tinh.

Ban dang doc truyén Ké Hoach Hocn Hao dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.
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Chuwong 20

Phong khach nha Frank Lonergan nhu vira trai qua mot con bdo. Tét ca céc ngin kéo va cira tit déu mo toang, dd dac vung vai khép trén san nha.
Nick Reese dimg nhin ngudi ta mang thi thé Frank Lonergan di. Ong quay sang thdm tir Steve Brown hoi: “C6 thay hung khi giét khong ?”
‘Khéng.ﬂ7

“Anh da no6i chuyén voi nhitg nguroi hang x6m chura?”


http://ebookfull.net

“Roi. Ca day nha nay 1 vuron thi, toan khi. Khong nhin thiy gi, khong nghe thy gi, khong ni diéu gi. Thé d4y. Ba Rita dang trén duong vé day. Ba da
nghe duoc tin nay qua radio. Trong vong 6 thang nay ¢ day xay ra 2 vu cudp, va...”

“T6i khong nghi day 13 mot vu cudp boc.”
“Y anh a gi?”

“Lonergan dugc 1énh ctia ba chi béo Tribune diéu tra vé chuyén Paul Yerby. Toi mudn biét anh Ay dang viét cai gi. Chang con manh gidy ndo trong cac
ngan kéo phai khong?”

“Sach s&.”

“Khong mdt ghi chép?”’

“Vdy c6 thé anh dy Ia nguoi rat gon ging, hodc c6 thé ai d6 da womdi hét.”

Reese di lai phia ban lam viéc. O d6 ling Eing mot soi ddy cap, chéng ndi vao dau ca. Ong do soi dy, hoi. “Cai gi day?”

Tham thir Brown di ra. “Déy L day diing cho méy vi tinh. Chéic chin ¢ day phai c6 chiéc may do, ciing ¢6 nghia 1 ban sao c6 thé dang ¢ dau day.”
“Chéc ching da mang cai méy di, nhung hin Lonergan d3 giit lai ban sao tur ligu ctia 6ng dy. Chiing ta thir kiém tra bén ngoi xemsao.”

Ho tim thy m0t c4i dida hru cit trong chiéc cap dé & xe hoi ctia Lonergan. Reese dira cho Brown.

“T6i mudn anh mang ci dia ndy vé tru s6. C6 18 phéi ¢ mét 1énh moi md duge. Hay ndi Chris Colby xem thir. Anh 4y | chuyén gia ddy.”

Cénh cira hé m6, Rita Lonergan bude vao, mit tai nhot vi dau khd va kinh hai. C6 dimg khyng lai khi thdy miy ngudi dan ong ¢ do.

‘“Ba la ba Lonergan?”

“Céc anh 14 ai?”

“Thanh tra Nick Reese. Con day Ia tham tir Brown.”

Rita Lonergan nhin quanh. “Déu roi...?”

“Ching t6i da chuyén thi thé chdng ba di rdi, ba Lonergan a. Toi xin that vo cting xin 161, t6i biét ic nay ba rat budn nhung t6i mudn hoi ba méy cau.”
Rita nhin 6ng, d6i mét bong tré nén so hiii. Reese chd doi phan tmg do. Ba dy so gi?

Tiéng Lonergan vang Ién trong dau Rita. “Anh dang thu tap tai iéu... Y anh I nhimg nhan vét ¢& chdp bu dy. Cau chuyén thii vi nhat ma anh dugc tham
gia vao.”

“Ba Lonergan?”

“T6i.. toi khong biét gi ca.”

“Ba khong biét chdng ba dang viét v& vu gi sa0?”

“Khong, Frank khong bao gior ndi véi toi vé cong viéc ciia anh 4y.”

RG rang 14 ba ta néi doi.

“Ba c6 nghf 14 ai da c6 thé giét chong minh khong?”

Ba nhin c4c ngiin kéo va cira tii bi mo tung, “Péy chéc i mot vu trom.”
Reese va Brown nhin nhau.

“Céc 6ng lam on dé t6i mdt minh duoc khong? Pay qua la mot viée khing khiép, qué sire chiu dyung ciia t61.”
“Vang, tit nhién. Chiing t6i c6 thé gip gi cho ba khong?”

“Khong. Chi can... Chi cin cac ong di khoi”

“Ching t6i & tr6 lai.” Nick Reese khing dinh.



Khi thanh tra Reese vé t6i s& canh sat, dng goi cho Matt Baker. “Toi dang diéu tra v& vu giét hai Frank Lonergan.” Reese néi. “Anh ¢6 thé n6i cho toi
bict anh ay dang theo vu gi khong?”’

“Vang, Frank dang theo vu Chloe Houston.”

“T6i hiéu roi. Anh 4y c6 ghi lai gi khong?”

“Khong. Chiing toi dang doi ban bao céo, thi...” Ong dimg lai.

“Pugc roi. Cam on anh Baker.”

“Néu anh ¢6 tin g, nh6 bao toi biét.”

“Anh s& 1 ngudi dau tién duoc biét.”

Reese khing dinh.

Sang hom sau, Dana Evans t6i vin phong Tom Hawkin. “Téi mu6n Bm 16 vé cai chét ciia Frank. Toi toi gip ba vo goa ciia anh 4y day.”

“Rét hay. T6i s to chirc cho ¢6 mdt nhom quay phim.”

Trua hém d6, Dana va cac dong su kéo dén nha Frank Lonergan. Nang bérr} chubng cra. Day I loai phong vin A nang ngai nhat. That 1a té; t€ phai
trung 1én TV hinh anh v& cac nan nhan ctia nhitng t0i dc khing khicp. Song néu tron tranh hodic tho o trude nhitng noi dau y thi duong nhu doi voi
nang, con toi t¢ hon gap nhieu lan.

Cira md va Rita Lonergan d(mg truéc mét Dana. “Chj can...?”

“T6i xin 16i d& lam phién ba, ba Lonergan. Téi a Dana Evans, phong vién ctia kénh truyén hinh WTE. Chiing t6i muén biét phan tmg ctia ba vé..”
Rita Lonergan d& ngudi ra mot I, rdi thét én. “Céc ngudi 1 ké sat nhan.” C ta quay nguoi chay vao trong,

Dana nhin ngudi quay phim, ngac nhién. “Boi & ddy mot chit.” Nang di vao nha va thiy Rita Lonergan dang ngdi trong phong ngii. “Ba Lonergan...”
“Dira! C6 da giét chdng t6i.”

Dana ling ting, “Ba dang ni vé chuyén gi viy?”

“To bao cua 6 da co da giao cho anh 4y mdt cong viée nguy hiém Khong chi voi anh Ay. Boi vi anh 4y con bat t6i don vé & voi me, tirc 1 ciing ¢6 thé
nguy hiém ca cho t61. C6 phai ding 14 cac ngudi da giét anh ay khong?”

Dana nhe nhang, gin nhu thim thi. “Vang, ching t6i ciing ¢6 mdt phan trach nhiém. Ba c6 biét Frank dang theo vu gi, viét vé chuyén gi khong?”

“Frank khong néi cho t6i biét.” Rita gao 1én. “Anh chi néiné vo cling nguy hiém. Néi vé ai do ¢6 quyén hanh rét cao. N6i vé giai Pulitzer va vé...” Co
guc xudc, 0a khoc.

Dana di t6i, choang tay 6m iy Rita. “Toi xin 16i. Chiing ta hdy gitip nhau di. Frank con néi gl nita khong?”

“Hét rdi . Anh chi khuyén t6i nén lanh di. RSi chd t6i ra ga. Rdi bao s& di gap mdt nhan vién ndo dé ciia khach san...”

“Khach san gi?”’

“Monroe Arms.”

“T6i khong rd vi sao cd & ddy, cd Evans.” Jeremy Robinson noi. “Lonergan hira vai t6i ring néu ti hop tac, thi anh Ay s& khong dé 16 tén khach san.”
“Ong Robinson, Lonergan da chét. Toi chi can chit it thong tin.”

Jeremy Robinson fic du. “Toi ching biét gi ca.”

“Ong d4 n6i gl voi Lonergan?”

Robinson thé dai. “Ong 4y hoi t6i dia chi ctia Carl Gorman, nhan vién & ddy. Téi d4 cho 6ng 4y biét.”

“Ong Lonergan c6 dén gip anh ta khong?”’

“Toi khong 1d.”



“T6i mudn biét dia chi do.”

Jeremy nhin nang mot ltic rdi lai thd dai: “Buoc thoi. Anh ta sdng v6i chi gai.”

Sau vai phit, Dana da c6 dia chi trong tay. Khi nang vira rdi khach san, Robinson nhdc dién thoai Ién va goi dén Nha Tring,

Ong mudn biét vi sao ho lai qua quan tim dén vu nay?

Chris Colby, chuyén gia may tinh, di nhur chay vao phong thanh tra Reese, tay vung vy chiéc dia mém, gin nhu run Ién vi phan khich.

“Céu thu thap duoc cai gi vdy?” Thanh tra Reese hoi. Chris Colby hit mdi hoi dai. “Chuyén ndy s€ lam anh bat ngd ddy. Pay 1 dir liéu cta cai dia nay.”
Vira ndi Colby vira nhét chiéc dia vao 6 ndo may vi tinh dat trén ban Reese.

Thanh tra Reese doc va khong tin ni vao mét minh nira. “Lay Pirc Me dong trinh. T6i phai cho dai iy Miller xem moi dugc.”
Poc xong, daitiy Otto Miller nhin thanh tra Reese.

“T6i... toi chura bao gid... hinh dung ndi nhitng chuyén... kiéu nhur thé nay.”

“Chura tirng c6. Chinh t6i cling vay. Ta s& lam gi voi né day?”

“T6i nghi ta phai chuyén n6 t6i ba Trudng Ly lién bang Hoa Ky.” Pai ty Miller n6i.

Ho cling c6 niit trong van phong clia ba trudng ly lién bang Barbara Gatlin.

Trong phong con ¢6 GiamBde co quan dicu tra lién bang FBI Scott Brandon, canh sat truong Washington Dean Bergstrom, giam dde cuc tinh bao
trung wong CIA James Frisch va chanh an toa an toi cao lién bang Edgar Graves.

Barbara Gatlin n6i: “Toi mdi céc vi t6i day boi t6i can 1 khuyén ctia céc vi.

Théing thiin ma ndi, 10 khong biét cach xtr Iy ndo. Ching ta gip phai mt tish hudng ddc nhat vo nhi. Frank Lonergan l phéng vién ctia & Washington
Tribune, da bi sat hai khi dang di€u tra vé cai chét ctia Chloe Houston. Téi s& doc cho cac vi nghe ban sao tir chiée dia ma canh sat da tim thay trong xe
hoi ctia Lonergan.” Ba nhin vao to gidy dang cam trén tay va doc to:

“T6i da co Iy do dé tin rang Téng Thong Hoa Ky da giét hai it nhit 3 sinh mang va lién quan dén 4 cai chét khac.”

“Sao c0?” Scott Brandon thét Ién.

“Pé t6i doc tiép.”

Toi c6 duoc nhirng thong tin sau tir nhiéu ngudn khéc nhau. Leslie Stewart, ba chi cta t& Washington Tribune san sang thé ring da c6 in Oliver Russell
co thuyet phuc ba ding mot loai chat long duoc goi 1a chat gy 4o giac Ecstasy.

Khi Oliver Russell con 14 théng dbc bang Kentucky; Lisa Burnette, ni thur ky lm viée tai tru s Qudc Hoi, doa s& kién ong vi toi quay rdi tinh duc.
Russell ndi voi dong nghi€p ong s&€ dam phan véi c6 ta. Hom sau, nguoi ta tim thay xac Lisa Burnette trén song Kentucky. C6 chét vi ding qua lieu thudce
Ecstasy.

Vai ndm sau, ¢4 Miriam Friedland, thu ky ciia thong doc Rusell duoc tim thiy ndm bat tinh trong dém trén chiéc ghé d4 cong vién. C6 bi hén mé do sir
dung Ecstasy dang long. Canh sat cho dg c6 tinh lai dé hoi xem ai [ nguroi dua thude cho c6. Tong thong Oliver Russell da goi dién dén bénh vién va goi
y cho céc bac sicham dut tinh trang honmé ctia Miriam véi 1y do nhan dao. Miriam Friedman qua ddi van trong tinh trang hon mé nhur ngdy vao vién.

Chloe Houston b chét do ding qua liéu thudc 4o gidc Ecstasy. Toi biét dugc, vao dén Chloe chét, c6 mdt cti phon tir day phong Dé Vurong ciia khach
san Monrroe Arms, noi c6 bé bi giét hai, t6i nha Trang, Khi t6i kiém tra ban hru giit cac cudc goi ctia khach san thi t& gidy ghi ngay hom do da bi xé.

Ngudi ta néi véi t6i 1 tong thdng ¢6 cude hop t6i hom do, nhung t6i biét cude hop da bi hity bo. Va khong ai biét dém do tong thbng da & dau.

Paul Yerby bi bét vi canh sat tinh nghi cau ta dinh liu vao c4i chét ctia Chloe Houston. Pai tiy Otto Miller bao cao cho Nha Tréng biét noi giam gt
Yerby. Sang hom sau, nguoi ta phat hién Yerby da chét. Xét nghiém cho thiy Yerby da treo co bang chinh chiéc thit kg quan cua minh. N6 Xiét vao
¢6 cau ta chat dén mirc phai ding dao dé cat moi g& dwoc ra. Nhung chinh t6i, khi xem xét s vat dung con lai ctia Yerby dé & don canh sat, thi thiy
chiéc thit heng ciia cau ta van con d6, nguyén ven.

Qua mdt nguoi ban 6 cuc didu tra lién bang FBI toi dugc biét, co mit bure thur tong tién d gitr t6i Nha Tring. Tong théng Russell yéu cau FBI kiém tra
dau van tay. hau hét bure thu da bi tay x6a, nhung nhd c6 nhitng phuong tién déc bit, FBI da gidi mé dugc buc thu.

Déu tay trén l4 thur 14 ctia Carl Gorman, nhén vién khach san Monroe Arms, ¢6 I day I nguoi duy nhét biét dwoc ai da thué day phong dé vuong, noi
¢6 bé Chloe bi giét. Gorman dang 6 trai cAu c4, nhung tén anh ta d bay t¢i tin Nha tring. Khi t6i dén khu trai, Gorman d2 bi giét trong tinh hudng ¢6 vé
nhu mot vu tai nan.



C6 quéa nhiéu moi lién hé ngiu nhién vé nhitng c4i chét nay. Toi van tiép tuc diéu tra, nhung thi tht, toi rét so. Nén toi phai hru lai ddy nhiing gi minh
biét, phong trrong hop t6i ¢ gap rii ro ndo do, cac vicon co co sd dé dicu tra cho 18 ngon nganh.”

“Lay Chia t6i,” James Frisch giam doc CIA thét én, “that... kinh khing”

“Khong thé tin duroc.” Scott Brandon, giam déc FBI tho dai.

Ba Truong Iy Gatlin noi. “Lonergan tin diéu d6. C6 1& anh 4y bi giét dé thong tin ndy khong b 16 ra ngoai.”

“Gitr chiing ta phai lam gi?”” Chanh 4n Graves hoi. “Lamsao ba co thé hoi tong thong Hoa Ky ring c6 phai ong da giét t6i 6 mang dan My khong?”
“Cau hoi kha ddy. Budc t0i tong thong sao? Bat ngi u? Bo ti ngai u?”’

“Trude khi Am bét ctr didu gi t6i nghil chiing ta s& phai gitr ban sao nay cho chinh tong thng, dé ngai c6 co hoi thanh minh.”

Moi nguoi am ir ung chiu.

“Trong lic cho doi, t6i s xin gidy bt tong thong, Chi la dé 1a dé khi can.”

MOt trong s nhitng ngudi c6 niit tronng phong nghil bung. Minh phéi béo cho Peter Tager.

Peter Tager dat dién thoai xudng va ngdi king di rat au, suy tinh cach xir Iy thonng tin vira nhan dugc. ROi 6ng ta di xudng phong Deborah Kanner.
“T6i phai gap tongthbng.”

“Ngai dang ban hop. Ong c6 thé...”

“T6i phai giip ngi ngay, Deborah. Viéc ghp diy.”

Deborah nhéc méy dién thoai Ién 4n nit: “Thura tong thong, xin 16i vi da cit ngang. Ong Tager dang & ddy, dng &y n6i c6 viéc can gip ngai” C6 nghe
mot 1at. “Camon ngai,” 161 ddt may xuong, cd quay sang Tager, S phut nita.”

Nazim phit sau, trong phong riéng ciia tong thbng Russell.

“Cé gi quan trong vay, Peter?” Tong thong hoi.

Tager hit mdt hoi . “Ba Trudng Ly va FBI nghi ring anh c6 lién quan dén 6 vu giét nguoi.”
Oliver mim cuoi. “Chi 2 chuyén dua...”

“Pua 42 Ho dang t&i ddy. Ho nghi anh da giét Chloe Houston va...”

Oliver tai mat. “Gi co?”

“T6i biét didu do that dién rd. Tir nhimg gi t6i durge nghe, tat ca cac chimg ctr déu khdng c6 co s. Toi chéc anh c6 thé giai thich dugc anh ¢ dau vao
cai démco bé bi giet.”

Oliver ling thinh. Peter Tager chd doi. “Oliver, anh c6 thé giai trinh durgc khong?”
Oliver nuét nude bot. “Khong, t6i khong thé.”

“Anh PHAI giai thich dugc.”

Oliver khé khin n6i. “Peter, t6i cAn & mot minh .

Peter Tager gip Nghi ST Davis tai tda nha Qubc Hoi.

“C6 chuyén gi gip thé, Peter?”

“V&... vé Tong thong”

“Chuyén gi?”’

“Ba Truong Ly va FBI nghi Oliver i ké giét nguoi”

Nihi si Davis nhin chdm chiim vao Tager. “Qui tha ma bt hay sao ma anh ndi vay?”

“Ho budc t0i Oliver da giét vo s6 nguoi. Toi biét duge nhd mdt ngudi ban lm trong FBI.”



Tager ké lai cho nghi si Davis vé thong tin vira nhén duoc. Nghe Tager ké xong, nghi st Davis chdm rai hoi: “Anh ¢6 biét diéu d6 nghia 1 gi khong?”
“Co. thwra ngai. C6 nghiia | Oliver...”

“Otiver ch6 chét. Toi da mit nhiéu nam dua hin t6i chd toi mudn. Toi khong quan tim chuyén gi s& xdy ra véi han. Toi | ngudi diéu khién, Peter a. Toi
cd quyen luc. Toi s€ khong de€ d6 ngu xuan d6 1am mat quyen hanh cua t6i. Toi khong cho phép bat ctr ai lam the!”

“Toi khong biét ngai ¢6 thé...”

“Anh n6i cac chimng cir déu khong c6 co sé phai khong?”

“Diing vdy. Toi duge biét ho kho c6 thé chimg minh dirgc. Nhung tong thdng lai khong c6 bang ching ngoai pham.”
“Bay gior tong théng & dau?”

“Trong phong ctia ngai.”

“T6i c6 tin t6t lanh cho ngai day.” Nghi si Davis Am bam

Nghi si Davis dang d6i mit v6i Oliver trong phong Tong thng. “Toi dugc biét cd mdt s chuyén phién phirc, Oliver a. Tat nhién t6i cho d6 i chuyén v
van. Toi khong hiéu ai d6 ¢ theé nghi 3 anh...”

“Con dang nat 6c ra ddy. Con khong lam gi sai ca, Todd a.”

“T6i cting nghii 1 anh khong lim gi. Song dé nhitng ngd vire d6 xay ra, dii chi 1 ngd vire, liéu anh c6 thé tién doan dwoc hdu qua ciia n6 véi ching ta
chua?”

“Tét nhién, nhung,..”

“Anh i ngudi quan trong, khong thé dé no xay ra, dui 1 nghi ngd hay ddn dai. Ching ta gitt vai tro kiém soat thé giéi. Anh quén rdi u? Anh c6 dinh tir
b6 n6 khong?”’

“Todd, con chiing c6 toi g hét. Con khong giét ai. Ciing khong lién quan t6i cai chét ndo.”

“Nhung ho dang nghi 14 anh CO. Téi con duroc biét anh da khong tim ra ndi bang chirng ngoai pham vao t6i hom c6 bé Chloe Houston bj giét, ¢6 ding
khonng?”

Im lang mot Iat. “Vang,”

Nihi s Davis cudi. “Tri nhd ctia anh bi sao vdy, con trai? T6i d6 anh & ciing t6i ma. Ching ta d& ngdi cting nhau subt ca budi t6i.”
Oliver nhin b vo, bdi rdi: “Gia?”

“On thoi. Toi 1 chitng c& ngoai pham ciia anh. Khong ai thdm van t6i dau. Khong ai ca. Toi s& ctru anh, Oliver a.”

Ca 2 im kng mdt lic Au. Oliver ndi. “Todd, cha mudn dbi Iy cai gi?”

Nghi si Davis gt gii. “Chiing ta s& bat dau tir hi nghi Hoa Binh Trung Dong. Anh s& hoén nd lai, rdi chiing ta s& n6i chuyén sau. Toi ¢6 ké hoach Ion
day. Ching ta s& khong dé bat cir chuyén gi lam hong ke hoach do.”

Oliver néi. “Con s& van tién hanh Hoi Nghi Hoa Binh.”
Nghi s Davis nheo nit. “Anh ndi gi?”

“Con quyét dinh van tién hanh. Cha thiy ddy, diéu quan trong khong phai 14 vi tong thdng s& ngdi trén ghé ctia minh bao 1Ay, Todd a, ma 1 6ng ta im
duoc gi khi giit chire d6.”

Nighi si Davis do mit. “Anh c6 biét minh dang 1 gi khong?”
“Co.”

“Toi lai nghi anh khong biét. Bon ho dang trén duong dén ddy dé budc anh vao t0i giét ngwoi ddy, Oliver. ROi anh s& gidi quyét nhirng cong viée chd chét
ctia minh & dau, tir nha th a? Anh vira ném cé cudc doi minh di day, thang kho a.”

Mét giong vang Ién tir dién toai. “Thua tong thdng, c6 mAy ngudi mudn gip ngii. Ba Truong Ly Gatlin, ong Brandon ctia FBI, ngai chanh 4n Graves,



“Deé ho vao.”

Neghi si Davis cudi gin. “Bén hdi két rdi dy, tong thdng. Téi ¢6 161 nhidu véi anh, Oliver a. Nhung con anh, anh ¢6 16i nhidu hon véi chinh cude doi minh.
Toi s& hy diét anh.”

Cura mo, ba Truong Ly Gatlin bude vao, theo sau Ia Brandon, Graves va Bergstrom

Théan Phan Graves noi: “Chao Nghi ST Davis...”

Todd Davis king I& git d4u rdi bude ra khoi phong, Barbara Gatlin dong cira lai. Ba tién vé phia trude.

“Thura ngai tong thong, that ngai, nhung t6i mong ngai s& hiéu. Ching t6i phai hoi ngai vai cau.”

Oliver nhin thing, “Téi d4 duoc biét vi sao cac vi dén day. Tat nhién t6i ching lién quan gi dén bét ctr cai chét ndo.”

“T6i chic chin rang tit ca chingtdi déu nhe nhdm khi nghe dirgc diéu nay, thua Tong théng.”” Scott Brandon néi: “Téi ciing pxlén 1n6i v6i ngii ring
khong ai trong ching t6i that su tin 13 ngai c6 dinh lu. Nhung da 6 101 t6 céo, chung tdi khong con cach nao khac 1a phai dicu tra.”

“Toi hiéu.”

“Thura tong thong, ngai c6 thé n6i cho ching t6i biét t6i hom 15 thang 10 ngai da & dau khong? D6 I budi tdi hém Chloe Houston chét...”
Ca phong im king,

“Thura tong thong?”’

“To6i xin 1i . T6i khong thé.”

“Nhung chéic chéin 1 ngai ¢6 nhé ngai da & dau hodc im gi vao tdi hom do chir?”
Im ling

“Thura tong thong?”’

“To4, t6i khong thé nghi ngay by gior duge. Toi mong cac vi s& trd lai saw.”

“Bao lau nita?” Bergstrom hoi.

“Tam gid.””

Oliver nhin ho di khoi rdi dung day, budc cham chap di sang phong khach nho c6 Jan dang lam viéc & d6. Ba ngéng Ién khi 6ng buée vao, ngac nhién
trude vé khac la hién 10 trén guong mit ong.

Hit mdt hoi that sau, Oliver néi. “Jan, anh... anh phai thi nhin véiema...”

Nghi si Davis dang trong con thinh nd. “Sao ta lai c6 thé ngu dén thé co chir? Ta da danh gia sai, cit rﬁ]ég JAm ngudi. Han ta dang ¢ tinh pha hong moi
thr ma ta da hét long tao dung, Ta s€ phai day cho han bai hoc danh cho nhitng ké mudn phan bdi ta.” Ong ngdi bén ban mdt Iic 1au, quyét dinh minh s&
phai lam gi. Roi 6ng nhac dién thoai Ién, quay so.

“Co Stewart, t6i con nhé ¢6 da néi voi t6i, khi nio cd gi mdi thi goi cho ¢d.”

“Vang , ti xin nghe, thra nghi si.”’

“Hay ndi nhimg gi t6i mudn trude da. Ké tir ddy, ta6i trong cho toan bd vao sur gitip do ctia 1 Washington Tribune: Tham gia chién dich, cac bai xa
luén, phong van...”

“Dé t6i s& nhan duoc cai gi?”” Leslie ngiit 11 6ng ta.

“Tong thong Hoa ky. Ba Truong Ly vira duoc cho phép bit tong thong vi lién quan dén vai vu giét nguoi.”

C6 tiéng the manh. “Nigai ndi tiép di, nghi si Davis.”

Leslie Stewart n6i nhanh dén ndi Matt Baker & hét ca dau. “Vi Chia, hiy cham thoi,” Ong chin lai, “ba dang n6i gi vay?”

“Tong thong ctia ching ta! Ching ta d4 tim dwoc 6ng 4y, Matt! Toi vira n6i chuyén véi Nghi si Todd Davis. Chanh an toa an Téi Cao, giam dbc CIA,

giam d(’)cA FBI va Truéng Ly Hoa ky dang & van phong tong thong véi énh bt ong ta vi toi giét nguroi. Co mit ddng bang chimg chng lai tong thbng,
Matt a. Ong ta lai khong cé chirng ¢t ngoai pham. That Ia chuyén gidt gin cua thé ky!”



“Ba khong thé cho dang Ién cdi tin Ay duoc.” Matt néi nhu ra kénh.

Nang nhin 6ng diy ngac nhién. “°Y 6ng 1 gi?”

“Leslie, chuyén nay qué 1on, khong quyét dinh voi va duoc. Y 16i 1 n6 can duoc kiém tra di kiém tra lai.”

“Kiém tra cho dén khi n6 xuét hién trén trang nhét ctia to Washinton Post chir gi? Khong, cam on 6ng. Toi s& khong dé & dip nay dau.”

“Ba khong thé budc t0i tong thong da giét ngurdi ma khong co...”

Leslie cuoi. “Toi s& khong am thé, Matt a. Nhimng gi chiing ta Bm [ chi dua ra mdt su tht, ring da co lénh bt tong thong, Thé 1a du dé pha ong dy.”
“Nghi si Davis da...”

... “Pa lat chinh con ré minh. Ong ta tin 14 tong thong ¢6 t6i. Ong ta ndi vay véi ti.”

“Thé chura d. Ching ta s& xac minh thém chit d4, roi...”

“Véi ai? Katherine Graham u? Ong mét tri rdi 4? Chiing ta s& cho ra ludn, hodc ching ta s& mit co hdi nay.”

“T6i khong thé dé ba ding Ién it bao ctia ba céi tin dong troi nay mi khong xac minh can than.”

“Thé ong dinh s& hoi ai? Day 14 t bao ciia t6i, toi s& im bt ctr diéu gi toi mudn.”

Matt Baker dumg dy.”Nhu vay 1 vo trach nhiém. Téi s& khong cho bét cir phong vién ndo ciia ti viét bai nay.”

“Ho khong phai viét dau. Ty t6i & viét.”

“Leslie, néu ba lam thé, t6i s& di. Vi chia.”

“Khong, ong khong di, Matt. Ong va t6i s& cing nhau chia giai Pulitzer.” Nang nhin theo ong bude ra khoi phong, im bam. “Ong 4y s& quay lai.”
Leslie 4n it ni dam. “Goi gitp t6i Zoltaire t6i day.”

Leslie nhin Zoltaire, hoi: “T6i mubn biét vé& minh trong 24 gior t1.”

“Duqc, thwra ba Stewart. Rit han hanh duoc phuc vuba.” Zoltaire cAmIén quyén chiém tinh hoc va mo ra. Ong xem xét, tinh toan mdt lic rdi tron tron
joszin

;Gi Vay?”

Zoltaire nhin lén: “Toi.. diéu gi d6 rat quan trong duong nhur sap Xay ra.” Ong ta chi vao trang sach. “Ba nhin ndy. Sao Hoa sé& cit quy dao sao Diém
vuong ciia ba trong 3 ngly, tao nén mit khoang tréng nguy hiém...’

“Khong sao dau,” Leslie s6t rudt. “No6i sang chuyén dudi bat Ay di”

Zoltaire chop chop miét. “Cude dudi bat u? A vang!” Ong ta lai nhin vao sach. “Mot sur kién Ion dang xay ra. ba da di dwoc nira duong, Ba sip ndi
tiéng, tham chi hon ca bay gio. ba Stewart. Ca the gioi s€ bict téi ba.”

Trong long Leslie trin ngap cam giac han hoan. Cé thé gi6i sap biét dén nang, Nang s& c6 mit tai budi I8 trao thudng, Nguoi dan chirong trinh s& 161
“Va béy gio, nguoi nhan gii thuong Putlizer cta nm nay cho tac phém quan trong nhét ctia bao chi, ba Leslie Stewart.” Moi ngudi s¢ dimg Ién vb tay

ram 9, nhitng tiéng thung ho dén diéc tai.

“Ba Stewart...”
Lestie tinh khéi con no.

“Ba hoi gi nita khong?”

“Khong, “ Leslie ndi, “cam on 6ng, Zoltaire. Thé 1a di roi.”

T6i hom do, khoang 7 gid, Leslie cham chit doc lai ban nhap cuia bai béo nang vira viét. Ngay céi ta bai da nhu mot ¢t phat hoa cho mot cude chién
sinh tir. LENH BAT TONG THONG RUSSELL Vi TOI GIET NGUOL TONG THONG BI TRA HOI TRONG CUQC BIEU TRA VE 6 CAI
CHET.

Leslie quyét dinh s& ding tira bai nay rdi n6i v6i Lyle Bannister, pho tong bién tap Tribune. “In dil” Nang néi thém. “Sé hrong dic biét. Téi mudn né co
it trén moi dudng pho Washington sau 1 gio nita, cting thoi di€ém cau chuyén nay dugc phat trén kénh truyén hinh WTE.”



Lyle Bannister ludng . “Ba khong nghi la Matt Baker nén xem qua n6 a?”

“Tribune khong phai 1 t& bao ctia 6ng dy. N6 14 cia t6i. In di. Ngay bay gio.”

“Véng, thura ba chi.” Ong nhic dién thoai va quay s6. “Ching ta s& cho thém...”

Bay gio' rudi. Barbara Gatlin, Truong Ly lién bang Hoa Ky cing nhém ngudi ¢ mit bén ba ca ngiy hom nay, chuén bi Ién xe quay lai Nha Tring,
Barbara Gatlin kho nhoc n6i. “Téi mong ring khong can ding dén nd. Chi la dé phong thoi. Téi co mang theo lénh bat Tong thong..”
Ping 8 gio, thu ky ctia Oliver bao. “Ba Trudng Ly Gatlin va nhitng ngudi di cting xin duge gap.”

“Pé ho vao.”

Oliver nhin tirg ngudi khi ho budc vao. Jan dimg canh, nim chit tay chong.

Barbara Gatlin n6i, “Gio ngai da chudn b tra 101 cau hoi ciia chiing t6i chura, thura Tong Thng?”

Oliver gat dau. “Toi sin sang”

“Thura tong thong, Chloe Houston c6 hen giip ngai vao hém 15 thang 10 khong?”

“C6 0 bé cd hen tor”

“Va ngai ¢6 gip cd ay khong?”

“Khong, Toi phai hity bd.”

Ngay trude 3 gid c6 mot ¢t dién thoai. “Anh yéu, em ddy ma. Em dang mdt minh doi anh. Em dang thué phong & Maryland. Em dang ngdi trong bon,
khong mac gica.”

“Chiing ta s& lam gi d6.”
“Bao gio anh di dugc?”
“Anh s& t6i d6 trong mdt gio nita.”

Oliver nhin vao ca nhom. *“Néu nhing diéu ti sdp ndi voi qui vi diy 1 lot ra ngoai, thi anh huéng nghiém trong t6i dia vi tong thong va mdi quan hé cia
nudc MY voi cac quoc gia khac. Toi rat phan van khi budc phai xir xu thé nay nhung cac vi ¢ khong cho t6i duoc hya chon.”

Ca nhom to mo nhin Oliver di toi canh clra bén va md ra. Sylva Picone budc vao.

“Péy la Sylva Picone, phu nhan ngai dai st Y. Hom 15 théng 10 ba Picone va toi da cung nhau tai mdt phong thué & Maryland tir 4 gio chiéu cho t6i tin
2 gio sang. To61 hoan toan chang hay biét gi vé cai chét ctia Chloe Houston hogc vé bat ky cai chét nao khac.”
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Dana budc vao phong Tom Hawkins. “Tom, t6i mang dén anh chuyén thi vi ddy. Trude khi Frank Lonergan bi giét, anh 4y da dén nha Carl Gorman,
mdt nhan vién ctia khach san Monroe Arms. Gorman, sau d6 bi giét trong mot va PUQC CHO 1a tai nan tau thuyén. Anh ta song voi chi gai. Toi mudn
dua nhdm quay phim dén d6 ghi hinh cho ban tin 10 gio ti nay.

“C0 khong cho day i vu tai nan tau thuyén?”

“Khong Cé qua nhiéu sur tring hop.”

Tom Hawkins ngam nghi. “Puoc, t6i s& sip xép.”

“Cémon anh. Pia chi day. T6i s& gip nhém quay phim & do. T6i vé nha thay d6 da.”

Vira déy cira vao, Dana chot c6 cam gidc bt an. D6 1 cam gidc da hon mdt An xuét hién trong ngudi nang, hdi & Sarajevo; cam giac béo trude sur
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nguy hiém. Ai d6 dang ¢ day? Nang di khip nha, cham i, canh gidc, kiém tra tat ca céc ti. Khong bi mit gi. “Chi  minh tuong twong thoi,” Dana nha
tham Nhung nang khong tin d6 chi la turong tuong,

Khi Dana t6i ngbi nha chi gai Gorman thi chiéc xe san tin dién tir da c6 mit. D6 I chiée xe tai Ion voi can ang ten trén noc va cc thiét bi dién tir phirc
tap O trong. Andrew Wright, phu trach &m thanh va Vernon Mills, quay phim, dang doi nang,

“Ching ta s& phong van & dau?” Mills hoi.

“T6i mudn am trong nha. Toi s& goi cac anh khi sin sang,”

“Puoc.”

Dana budc t6i gd ctra. Chi vai gidy, Marianne Gorman d3 xudt hién. “Chj can gi?””

“Toi l...”

“A! T6i biét chi I ai roi. Toi da thdy chi trén TV.”

Ving, ching ta ¢6 thé tro chuyén vai phiit dwoc khong?”” Dana hoi.

Marianne Gorman hrdng lyr. “Vang, Moi chi...” Dana di theo chi ta vao phong khach.

Marianne Gorman mdi Dana ngdi. “Vé em trai ti phai khong? N6 da bj giét. Toi biét didu nay.”
“Ai giét anh 4y?”

Marianne Gorman nhin ra chd khac. “Toi khong biét.”

“C6 phai Frank Lonergan da dén gap chi khong?”

Nguoi phy nit nheo m¥it. “Hén da kira t6i, dé toi n6i cho héin nghe chd em trai toi... va...” Mt chi ta ngén 18, “Gio thi Carl da chét.”
“Lonergan ndi gi véi chi?”’

“Hin n6i | nguoi cta IRS, thué méa g d6.”

Dana nhin chi ta. “Néu khong phién, t6i m;én ¢6 mot cude phong van ngin voi chi dé dua 1én TV. Chi chi can ndi vé céi chét ciia ngudi em trai va chi
cam thay thé nao ve toi ac do tai thanh pho nay.”

Marianne Gorman gt dau. “Thé thi dwoc.”

“Cam on chi.” Dana ra cira viy Vernon Mills. Anh xach méy quay di t6i, Andrew Wright theo sau.
“T6i chura timg lxm nhur thé nay bao io.” Marianne noi.

“Chi khong phai o Fing gi ca. Chi ngdi va néi. Trong vai phut thoi.”

Vernon budc vao phong khach, it ham “C6 mudn quay & dau?”’

“Chiing ta quay tai day, trong phong khach ndy.” Nang chi vao goc phong. “Anh dat may quay 6 do.”
Vernon lam theo rdi quay lai chd Dana va Marianne. Anh cai micro 1én 40 2 ngudi . “Chj hdy bét Ién lic ndo chi sin sang noi.”
Marianne chot kéu Ién. “Khong! Khoan da! T6i xin 16i. Toi... t6i khong thé.”

“Tai sao vay?” Dana hi.

“Diéu ndy... diéu nay rit nguy hiém Toi c6 thé... ndi riéng véi cd duoc khong?”

“Vang,” Dana nhin Vernon va Wright. “Cac anh cir & méy quay ddy. Toi s& goi sau.”

Vernon git dau. “Chiing t6i ¢ trong xe.”

Dana quay sang Marianne Gorman. “Tai sao 1én TV chi lai giip nguy hiéni?”’

Marianne ludng hr noi. “Toi khong mudn ching thiy to1.”

“Ai? Ching la ai?”



Marianne nudt nurde bot. “Carl da lim diéu ma cau dy... Cau dy khong nén lim. Carl da bi giét vi thé. May i da giét cau dy lai s& giét toi mat. “ Chita
run ray.

“Carl da lam gi?”

“0j, lay chua, t6i da van xin né dung Jam thé.” Marianne than van.
“Pumg lam gi?”” Dana hoi don.

“NO... n6 da viét thur tong tién.”

Dana ngac nhién. “Thu tong tién?”’

“Phai. Hay tin 61, Carl nguoi t6t. Chi 1 vi n6 thich... n6 thich nhing thir dét tién ma VO‘l ddng lwong ctia n6, khong thé dap ung ndi. Toi khong khuyén
can ndi nd. N6 bi giét vi bure thur d6. Toi biét chuyen ndy. Ching d3 tim thiy né. D4 giét nd. Va ching biét t6i & dau. Toi rdi ciing s& bi giét mat thoi.”
Chi ta nirc nd. “T6i... Toi khong biét phai lam gi.”

“Hay ké cho t6i vé burc thur...”

Marianne Gorman thé thét sau. “Em trai toi chun bi di nghi. N6 dé quén 4o khéac & khach san Monroe Arms, noi nd kim viée. Vi mudn mang 4o theo
nén né da quay lai liy. Va & gara, n6 thiy cira thang méy riéng dan Ién day phong dé virong mo ra. Carl ké rang da nhn ra mdt ngudi dan ong ndi tiéng,
va né rét ngac nhién hon béi ngudi dan ong d6 con quay lai déd lau chii cn thin nhitng nit bam cira thang may. Chéc dé xoa dau tay. N6 nghi vay. Lic
d6 n6 dau biét chuyén gi da xay ra. Roi hom sau, n doc duoc tin co gii toi nghiép bi giét, va nd biét nguoi dan 6ng kia chinh 1a thit phant”... Marianne
ngp ngimg, “Va né da giri thur t6i Nha Tréng...”

Dana bang hoang song c6 tir ton hoi lai. “Nha Trang u?”

“Ving”

“Cau dy giri th cho ai?”

“Cho ngudi dan ong n6 nhin thiy trong nha xe. C6 biét khong? cai ngudi bit bang den & mdt bén mit 4y. Tén ong ta | Peter Tager.”
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Qua céc birc trong ctia van phong, hin co thé nghe 16 tiéng xe cd qua lai trén dai 16 Pennsylvania bén ngoai Nha Tring, i héin dan dan nhén thirc dugc
thuc t& chung quanh. Peter diém lai moi chuyén xay ra va thdy hai long vi minh da an toan. Tong théng Oliver Russell sap bi bt vi tdi giét ngudi, du ong
4y khong 13 hung thi. RSi phé tng théng Melvin Wicks s& trd thanh tong thdng. Thuong nghi si Davis thi khong kiém soét dwoc tong thong Wicks. Va
minh khéng c6 lién quan toi bt ctr cai chét ndo c4, Tager nghil

Téi nay c6 budi & cau nguyén, Peter Tager dang chd dén gior 1am 8. Moi ngudi déu thich nghe hén néi vé ton gido va quyén hre cia ton gido. Ho bao
han ¢6 tai hing bién.

Peter Tager biét dén tinh duc tir nim 14 tudi. Chia da day doa hin béng céch bét hin c6 1 hammé vo d6 ddi véi phuntt. Tai nan cudp di mdt mit
Tager, han nghi a minh mat di nét quyén il v6i nguoi khdc gioi. Trd tréu thay, cdc ¢6 lai bao cai bang den bit mbt bén miit kia nom rat goi tinh. Thém
nita, Chiia Trdi lai ban cho hén sy quyén rii déic biét qua cach nbi nang, Xur sy voi cac ¢o gai, dé céc co c6 thé dang hién cho han, ngay tir lin gip dau
tién, & bat ky dau: ghé sau 610, kho thoc, goc cong vién... ni chi dén phong b¢ girong ném dang hoang, Khong may 1 héin da im mdt trong s6 cac co—
qua—duong d6 mang bau va bude phai cudi co ta dé rdt bude thém vio minh 2 dira con gai. Gia dinh trd thanh ganh néing voi hén, kim him ham nudn
nhuc duc ctia héin lai. Nhung ciiing c6 cai hay. Gia dinh lai tré thanh vo boc hitu hiéu che gidu nhig chuyén sa doa ctia hén. Han da timg nghiém tic nghi
dén y dinh xin vio nganh canh sat, nhung r6i hén lai gip nghi si Todd Davis va tré thanh tay chén than tin ctia ong ta. Cudc doi hén & sang mit hudng
khéc. San khu ctia hdn nay 1a chinh trrong, Rong hon, quyén lire nhiéu hon, ciing Eim co hi hon cho théi hao sac cia han.

Thoat d4u, khong hé c6 truc triic gi trong quan hé vung trdm ctia hén voi céc co gai. Ri mdt ngudi ban khoe véi hin lo thude gly do gidc c6 tén 1
Ecstasy. Hin nghi hodic. Nguoi ban bén ting luon hén. Hin da cung Lisa Burnette, mdt con chién ngoan dao, chia s¢ lo thude d6 trong nha tho &
Frankfort.

R ro xdy ra. Nguoi ta tim thiy xéc Buernette trén song Kentucky.

Tai nan tiép theo dén véi Miriam Friedland, nit th ky ciia théng ddc Oliver Russell. C6 ta bi phan tmg va hon mé. Khong phai 16i ctia minh, Peter Tager
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qué quyét. Minh ciiing diing n6 nhung ¢6 sao dau? RS rang Miriam da cling lic sir dung qua nhiéu loai thude.

Sau do tAt nhién i dén Chloe Houston. Han giip ¢6 bé trong Nha Tring khi c6 dang tim phong vé sinh nir. Chloe da nhén ra hin tir xa va rit 4n tuong,
“Ngi a Peter Tager! Em nhin thiy ngai trén TV sudt.”

“A, ti rét vui. Toi c6 thé gitip gi duoc ¢6?”

“Em dang tim phong vé sinh”. C6 gai tré trung va rat xinh dep

“Trong Nha Tring khong c6 phong vé sinh chung dau, thra ¢6.”

“Oi troi.”

Hin chot 16e 1én mdt am muru. “To1 nght ¢6 thé gitip cd. Di theo 61 Hin dan ¢6 1én tAng trén chi cho ¢6 phong tim riéng rdi doi bén ngoai. Khi Chloe
ra, han hoi. “C6 mdi dén Washington a?”

“Ving.”
“Sao ¢b khong dé toi chi cho c6 thiy Washington thét sy nhi? C6 c6 mudn vay khong?” Hén nhan thiy ¢ bé ngin ca ngudi ra.

“Em... chéc chdn i em mudn... néu khong phién im..”

“V6i mbt ngudi dep nhur ¢6 u? Chéng phién chit ndo ca. Chiing ta s& bét dau bing bira com tdi nay nhé?”

Chloe mim cur¢i “Nghe tuyét qua.”

“T6i dam bao véi em ring s& rat tuyét. Song em khong duoc ndi cho bat cir ai biét 1 chiing ta da gip nhau nhé! Chi la bi mét ciia 2 ta thoi.”
“Em s& khong néi. Emhira.”

9
s

“Toi c6 cude gap mat pép cao voi chinh phit Nga tai khach san Monroe Arns vao 81 nay.” Hén c6 thé thdy duoc ¢6 bé dang mé min. “Ching ta c6 thé
an toi tai day phong dé vuong ¢ d6. Sao em khong dén d6 gap t6i lic 7 gio toi nhi?”

Cb gai nhin hdn, gat dAu mdt cach thich thi. “Duoc, em s& cd mit ding 7 gio.”
Hin bay cho Chloe cach dén dugc dy phong sang trong d6. “S& ching khé khin gi dau. Chi can goi t6i i em da dén.”
Va Chloe da lam dung vay.

Péu tién, Chloe Houston ciing hoi ludng Ir. Khi thiy Peter 6m ghi Iy ¢6, d6i mét tim kiém mdi ¢, Chloe ving ra va noi. “Dumg. Em van con i con gii
day.”

That nhur d6 thém dau vao ngon lira duc vong dang bimg bimg trong hén. “Xin 16i. Anh khong hé mudn em lam nhitng gi ma em khong mudn!”
Cau néi khién Chloe an tim han. Han con n6i thém “Chiing ta chi ngdi tro chuyén thoi nhé.”

“Anh thit vong 42"

Tager ndm luén ly tay Chloe. “Khong hé, cung ciia anh.”

R&i hén dg ddy, ra qudy ruou, Ay xudng lo Ecstasy va r6t ra 2 ly. Hin mang t6i, dwa mdt cho Chloe.

“Gi vay?” co bé hoi.

“Ruou ngon. S& rit sang khoai. Can 1 ly!”” Hin cAm ly ruou ndc can rdi nhin Chloe udng can ly ctia minh. “Duoc déy!”Chloe noi.

Hin tro chuyén nhéing cudi v6i c6 bé, chd thude phat huy higu lye. Khodng nia tiéng sau, héin nhe nhang 6m Fy Chloe, hon vao mbi c6. Chloe hon trd,
nghien ngau. Han dat tay 1én khuy &p Chloe. “Céira nhé?” Han néi.

“Vang” Peter di theo Chloe di vao budng tim, i ciing bét dél} coi quényéo minh ra. Sau vai phit Chloe budc ra, trén trudng. Han thich thi ngérr} nhin
co the tré trung, quyen i cuia ¢6. Chloe tréo kn girong, ném xuong bén han. Lam tinh v6i Chloe hén thay dac biét thich thi. Sw vung vé va trinh trang
ctia c6 bé lam khoai cam ctia han tang bdi phan.

Hin vira dinh tiép tuc lan thir 2 thi bdng Chloe ngdi bat day.

“Em c6 sao khong, cung?”



“Em... em 6n thoi. Em chi thay hoi...”” C6 bé bam chit thanh girong mdt lic, “Em s& quay lai ngay.”

Chloe bude méng san. Peter nhin theo. Bt chot ¢6 bé truot ngd, du dap vao goc bit sat ca chiéc ban.

“Chloe!”” Hiin nhay ra khoi giwdng, hot hoang dén bén Chioe.

Khong thiy tim ¢b bé dap. Oi, Chia o, hénnghL Sao emc6 thé lam thé véi anh co chir? D6 khong phai 16i cta minh. C6 4y bj trwot chan my... Hén
nhin quanh. Ho khong thé tlmthay dAu vét ctia minh & day duoc. Hén nhanh chéng miic quan 4o, vao buong tam, Jay mot cai khan nhiing nurée 10i bt
dau lau chii tAt ca nhimg chd hén c6 thé da cham toi Hin lay vi ctia Chloe, xem x¢t xung quanh dé chéc chin ring khong con mot du vét ndo chimg to
héin d4 ¢ ddy. Xong viéc, hén di thang may xudng gara. Piéu gum cung hén lAm la quay lai xoa déu tay y tén céc nit cua thang may. Khi Paul Yerby bi
héi cung, Peter Tager da ding quan h¢ ctia minh @€ khir di moi hi€ém hoa. S& chang ai c6 thé nghi Tager lai lién quan dén cai chét ctia Chloe.

Va rdi bire thur tong tién duoc gdi t6i. Carl Gorman, nhén vién khéch san, da nhin thiy héin. Peter cho Sime di thanh todn Gorman, voi Iy do B dé béo v¢
tong thong,

Vaylada chém dut duoc ric rdi?

Nhung lat xuét hién nguy co Frank Lonergan s& timra su tht. Vay ciing can khir ndt anh ta. Gid lai xuat hién mdt phong vién toc mach khéc can giai
quyet. Song cling chi con 2 mdi hiém hoa: Marianne Gorman va Dana Evans.

Va Sime dang trén duong t6i dura ca 2 sang bén kia thé gioi.
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Marianne Gorman Eip lai. “C6 chéc chén phai biét cai ngudi bit mdt bén miit d6. PO 1 Peter Tager.”

Dana stg sot. “Chi chic chir?”

“0, dé nhan ra mdt ngudi mang c4i vé dac biét nhur vay c6 kho khong?”

“T6i can dimg dién thoai ctia chi.” Dana voi goi cho Matt Baker. Nit thur ky ctia 6ng tra Ioi.

“Van phong Matt Baker xin nghe.”

“Dana ddy. Toi phéai ndi chuyén v6i ong dy. Khin cap ddy.”

“Chi gitr may nhé.”

Mot lat sau, Matt Baker da & diu day bén kia “Dana, cé gi tryc tric sao?”

Nang hit sau 1 hoi. “Matt, t6i vira biét dugc ai da ¢ cing Chloe Houston lic ¢d bé chét.”

“Ching ta da biét 14 ai roi ma.

“Pater Rager.”

“Gi?” Matt gao én.

“Toi dang 6 nha ngudi chi cia Carl Gorman, nhan vién khach san da b giét. Carl Gorman thiy Tager x6a d4u van tay ctia minh & thang may khéach san
vao dém Chloe Houston chet. Gorman da goi cho Tager I thur tong tién, va t0i nghi Tager da giét anh ta. Toi va nhom lim phim dang ¢ ddy. Ong ¢6
muon t6i dua 1én truyen hinh vu nay khong?”

“Purng lam gi lic nay!” Matt voi va ngan. “T6i s€... 10 phitt nita goi lai cho t61.”

Ong gac éng nghe va lao thiing t6i Thap Nga. Leslie dang ngdi trong do.

“Leslie, ba khong thé in...”
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Nang quay ra, gio cao ma-két v6i cai dau dé “LENH BAT VI TOI GIET NGUOI DANH CHO TONG THONG RUSSELL.”
“Anh nhin nay, Matt.” Giong nang day vé déc thing,
“Leslie... T6i cd tin ndy cho ba...”

“Day | tit ca tin tirc toi cz‘?\n"’ Nang nghénh nghénh cai dAu. “Toi da ndi 1 anh s& quay lai m. anh khong thé di xa duoc, c6 ding khong? Qué kho khin
ma, phai khong Matt? Anh can t6i. Anh s& ludn luon can toi..”

Ong dirmg do, nhin nang, tw hoi: Piéu gi da bién ¢6 ta trd thanh ngwoi dan ba nhu vay?
“Pumng ngwong vi anh d ¢6 107” Leslie ndi 1 cach tur mén. “Anh mudn gi?”

Matt Baker tran tran nhin nang, ltc 1au sau, 6ng néi. “Toi mudn ndi tam biét, Leslie.”
Nang nhin 6ng quay hung bude ra khoi ctra.

Ban dang doc truyén Ké Hoach Hoémn Héo dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(chAm)Net.

Chuong 24
“Dicu gi s& xay dén vai t6i?”” Marianne Gorman hoi.

“Chi duing qua lo ]Eing,” Dana néi nhu db danh, “chi s& duogc bao vé.” Nang quyét dinh chdp nhoang, “Marianne, ching ta s& am mdt cude phong vin
true tiep, toi s€ chuyén bang toi FBL. Ngay khi xong viée, t6i s€ dua chi di khoi day.”

Bén ngodi co tiéng xe hoi phanh két lai. Marianne voi va lao ra phia cira s6. “Oi Lay Chua ti!”
Dana chay t6i dimg canh. “C6 gi vay?”

Sime Lombardo ra khoi xe. Ga nhin ngdi nha va di thing t6i cira.

Marianne lap bap. “D6 k... Ia... 1 1 trong 2 ngudi dan ong da dén day hoi vé Carl vao céi ngay Carl bi giét. Toi tin ring héin da giét cau dy.”
Dana nhéc dién thoai Ién, voi vang quay so.

“Van phong Hawkins day.”

“Nadine, t6i can ndi chuyén voi ong Hawkins ngay.”

“Ong dy khong co trong vin phong, Chéc s& quay lai sau khoang...”

“Pé t6i ndi chuyén voi Nate Erickson.”

Nate Erickson, trg Iy ctia Hawkins nhdc méy. “Dana 42’

“Nate... Toi can gip d6. Toi co modt tin giat gan. Toi mudn durgc Ién hinh tnye tiép ngay bay gio.”
“T6i khong thé.” Erickson phan déi. “Tom mdi dugc quyén giai quyét viée nay.”

“Khdng con thoi gian nita dau.” Dana gao én.

Nang liéc ra bén ngoai cira so, thiy Sime Lombardo dang tién lai phia cira ra vao.

Trong xe, Vernon Mills nhin ddng hd. “Chiing ta c6 lim phong van hay khong dy? T6i c6 hen...”

Trong nha, Dana dang cb thuyét phuc. “Pay 1 vin d& séng chét ddy, Nate a. Anh truyén hinh tnre tiép cho t6i di. Hay vi Chuia, im ngay dil” Nang dat
dién thoai xuong, bude t6i TV, bat kénh 6 én.

Man hinh dang phat v& kick. Mot 6ng gia dang ndi chuyén véi phu nit tré.

“Emkhong bao gid thure sur hiéu anh, phéi khong Kristen?”
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“Sur thit | em quéa hiéu anh. Vi thé emmudn ly di, George a.”

“Con ¢6 ai khac khong?”’

Dana chay vio phong ngi, bét ca TV trong d6. C6 tiéng gb cira. Nghe rét to.

“Pmg mo,” Dana ndi voi Marianne... Nang kiém tra dé chéc chin ring micro van hoat dong. Tiéng g clra cang ngdy cang to.
“Ching ta chay thoi.”” Marianne thi tham

“Co cra sau...”

Diing liic o, canh cira bi dap tung, Sime nhay vao phong. G déng sim cira lai va nhin 2 ngudi dan ba. “Chéo cac qui ¢d. Toi thiy ring minh da t6m
duge ¢a 2 roi.”

Dana thit vong liéc nhin chiéc TV.

"Néu con ¢6 ngudi nao khac thi d6 1a 16i tai anh, George a.”

“C6 thé 12 10i tai anh, Kristen.”

Sime Lombardo it ra 1 khiu sting ban i dong ¢& 22 li, bt d4u tra by phan giam thanh vao nong sing.

“Khong!” Dana n6i “Anh khong thé...”

Marianne Jim nhim “Oi lay Chua t6i!”

“Hay nghe ndy... Dana noi. “Ching ta c6 thé...”

“T6i n6i cac ¢d hiy immdmdi.”

Dana nhin vio chiéc TV.

“Anh ludn tin vao co hodi thir 2, Kristen. Anh khéng mubn dé mit nhiing gi ching ta d4 ¢6.... Nhing gi chiing ta ¢6 thé lai c6 nira.”

Van 2 céi giong d6 vang Ién nhu tréu gheo.

Sime n6i. “Toi bao 2 ¢6 nhé! Ta hiy giai quyét cho xong di thoi.”

Khi 2 ngudi phu nit hoang s¢, do damdi vao phong ngi thi béng dén trén chiée camera ¢ goc phong b(:’)ng bat do. Hinh anh Kristen va Georgr bién khoi
man hinh va tiéng phat thanh vién vang lén: “Chung t6i xim tam dirng churong trinh nay d€ chuyén truc tiép téi qui vi cau chuyén gidt gan ¢ ving
Wheaton...”

Man hinh hién 1én khung cang phong khach nhi Gorman. Dana va Marianne duoc quay can canh, Sime dtmg sau ho. Ga khung lai, lig ting khi nhin thay
ninh trén TV.

“Gi vay, céi cho chét gi vay?”

Trong xe, 2 nhan vién k§ thuét nhin thiy nhirng hinh anh vira mdi 16e 1én trén man hinh. “Lay Chiia t6i,” Vimon Mills néi, “Chiing ta dang truyén hinh truc

tiép.
Daba liéc nhin nin hinh, thamtho dai, vui suéng. Nang quay thang vé phia camera. “Déy la Dana Evans. Qui vi dang chimg kién truc tiép canh ngdi nha
cuta Carl Gorman, nguoi da bi glet may ngay trude day. Ching toi dang phong vAn ngurdi dan ong ndm giit 1 sb thong tin vé céi chét ctia Gorman.” Nang
quay sang Sie... “Anh ¢6 thé ké cho chiing t6i va cho qui vi khédc gia biét mdt cach chinh xac nhing i da xay ra khong?”’

Lombardo dimg do, do ra, nhin hinh minh trén TV, mip may mbi. “Xin chao!”

Tir chiéc TV, gi nghe thiy tiéng minh. “Xin chao!” va thiy hinh minh ctr dong khi nghiéng vé phia Dana. “Gi thé ndy... cic nguoi dang lim gi thé? Tro
quai quy gi vay?”

“Khong phai trd dua dau. Ching ta dang duoc truyén hinh tryc tiép. 2 triéu ngudi dang theo ddi ching ta.”
Lombardo nhin lai minh trén man hinh 1 An nita, voi dut sing vao tii.
Dana liéc nhin Marianne Gorman, rdi nhin théng vao miét Sime Lombardo. “Peter Tager ding sau cai chét cta Carl Gormam phai khong?”

Nick Reese dang ngdi trong van phong thi ngudi tro Iy lao vao “Nhanh Ién! Hay xem céi nay! Ho dang & nha Gorman.” Anh ta chuyén TV sang kénh 6,



hinh anh hién én.

“Peter Tager da sai anh giét Carl Gorman, ding khong?”

“Toi khong biét co dang ndi gi. Tat cai TV chét tiét d6 di trude khi tao...”

“Trude khi anh c4i gi? Anh s& giét ching t6i trrde 4 triéu con mit ctia 2 triéu ngudi 427

“Lay chia!” Nick Reese hét Ién. “Goi méy xe tuan tra t6i d6 ngay.”

Trong phong Xanh & Nha Tring, Oliver va Jan dang xem kénh WTE, simg st. ‘Peter 42 Oliver tir t6n n6i. “Toi khong thé tin dugce!”

C6 thur ky cta Peter lao nhur ban vao. “Ong Tager, t6i nghi ong nén bat kénh 6 1én.” C6 nhin hén lo Eing, r6i voi va di ra. Peter Tager nhin theo, thic
miic. Han cam diéu khién, an nit, man hinh TV bat sang,

Dana dang n6i .. va c6 phai Peter Tager ciing phai chiu trach nhiém trong c4i chét ciia Chloe Houston khong?”’

“T6i khong biét gi vé chuyén nay hét. Co phai hoi Tager chir?”

Peter Tager khong tin vao mét minh. Khong thé ¢6 chuyén nay! Chta khong thé df)i Xir vy véi ta duge. Hin nhay dyng én, lao vé phia ctra. Ta s&
khong dé bon ching tom dugc ta. Ta s& trdn ! R6i hén ding lai. O dau? Ta cé thé trdn & dau? Han chdm rdi quay vé ban, ngbi phich xudng ghé, chd

doi.

Trong van phong ctia minh, leslie Stewart choéng vang. Peter Tager 4? Khong! Khong! Khong! Leslie vo ly dién thoai, an s6. “Lyle, dirmg ngay viéc
phat hanh lai. Khong dugc tung ra 1 to nao het. Nira to ciing khong. 1 trang cling khong. Cai trang nhat d6. Anh nghe 16 cha?”’

O déu kia, tiéng Lyle dap. “Ba Stewart, bdo da duoc tung ra toan bo tir nira gios truée. Ba da ra Enh cang nhanh cang tot ma?”

Leslie ném dién thoai xuéllg, Nang nhin dong chi to va damnét chay subt chidu ngang trang nhét to Washington Tribune: LENH BAT VI TOI GIET
NGUOI DANH CHO TONG THONG RUSSELL.

R&i nang lai nhin 1én nmanh béo déng khung treo trén twong, DEWEY DANH BAI TRUMAN.

Ba sip ndi tiéng, tham chi hon ca bay i, ba Stewart. Ca thé giéi s& biét dén ba...

Ny mai, nang s& thanh trd cudi cho toan thé gioi.

O nha Gorman, Sime Lombardo dién cudng nhin hinh anh ctia minh trén TV va noi, “Ta phéi chudn khoi day.”
G lao ra cira. CO t6i nira ta xe tudn tra réi coi inh 6i ciing vira xich dén.

Ban dang doc truyén Ké Hoach Hoém Hao duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuwong 25

Jeff Connors dimg cting Dana doi chuyén bay ctia Kemal ha canh xudng san bay qubc t& Dulles.

“N6 vira thoat chét.” Dana lo Eing. “N6... n6 khong gidng nhimg cau bé khac. Y em 1 dimg ngac nhién néu né c6 thai do khong binh thuong.” Nang
mong Jeff ciing thich Kemal.

Jeffan ti. “Dimg lo ling, em yéu. Anh chic n6 s& a mdt ciu bé tuyét voi.”

“Kia 16i, may bay t4i roi.”

Ho nhin $én. 1 chAmnhé trén bau trd, 16n dan, 16n dan, rdi tré thanh chiéc 747 bodng loang, Dana ndm cht tay Jeff. “No déiy.”
Hanh khach di xudng. Dana lo Eing nhin theo timg ngudi mot. “Déu nhi?”

Va ciu bé kia. Cau mic bc} quén 40 ma Dana da nua cho ¢ Sarajevo, khuon mét rang 1&. Cau tr tir di méng, khinhinthéy Dana, ciu ding lai. Ca 2
nhin tran tran vao nhau. Roi chay ao téi nhau, 6m chat nhau va cting khoc.

Liic Dana iy lai duoc giong, nang ndi. “Chio mimg chau t6i nuée My, Kemal”
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Caubé gat git, khong noi dugc 10i nao.

“Kemal. ¢6 mudn chéu gip ban c6. DAy 1 chit Connors.”

Jeff cti xudng.

“Chao Kemal. Chii da dugc nghe Dana n6i nhiéu vé chau.”

Kemal giat giat tay Dana.

“Chéu s& i séng ciing ¢d.” Nang n6i, “Chéu c6 thich vay khong?”

Kemal git dau. Cau s& khong rdi Dana.

Nang nhin dong hd. “Chiing ta di thoi. Em phai phu trach ghi hinh & Nha Tréng”

D6 la mdt ngay dep trdi. Cao, xanh, gid man mét thdi tir song Potonmac toi.

Ho dtg trong khu viron hong cting vai chyc phong vién cac dai truyén hinh, cac bao. Camera ctia Dana hurdéng vao tong thong dang dimg trén buc, bén
canh ngai 14 Jan. Tong théng Russell n6i. “Toi ¢6 1 thong bao quan trong. Liic nay dang dién ra cudc £ap g0 gitra cac nha lAnh dao chinh phu lién hiép
cac qudc qia A rép, Libya, Iran va Syria, dé ban vé hiép udc hoa binh véi Israel. Sang nay t6i duoc biét ring cude gip mit dang dién ra tt dep va rang
hlep wéc ¢6 thé s duoc ky két trong 1 hodic 2 ngiy t6i. Mot didu vo ciing quan trong 3 Qubc Hoi Hoa Ky s& gitip do ching ta trong van dé sdng con
nay.” Oliver quay sang nguoi dan 6ng dang ding canh minh. “Xin moi nghi si Todd Davis.”

Nghi si Davis bude t6i micro. Ong ta mic bd quan 40 miu trang ¢6 gin gia huy, doi chiéc mii vanh rong miu tring, tuoi cuoi voi dam dong. “Ply qua la
gidy phtt lich st trong lich sir ctia d4t mrdc vi dai ndy. Pa nhidu nm nay, nhur quy vi d&u biét, ching ta da va dang ¢b gang mang lai hoa binh gilra Israel
va céc nude A Rap. Do 1 mt nhiém vy lau dai va kho khan, nhung gior day, cudi cing, voi sy gitip do va lanh dao cua tong thong tuyét vi ctia ching
ta, t01 vui mimg théng béo ring nhig nd hrc ctia ching ta cudi ctng cling dang ra hoa két trai” Ong ta quay sang Oliver. “Chiing ta hiy chiic mimg vi
tdng thong vi dai ctia ching ta vi ngai da gdp phén cuc ky to lon dé...”

Dana ngamnghL Mot cude chlen  dang di dén hdikét. C6 thé day moéi chi 1 bude khoi dau, cho mOt ngdy kia, ching ta s& c6 mot thé gioi, ma nhing
ngudi 1on biét dan xép céc van dé ctia ho bang tinh yéu thay vi long cam ghet, tré emc6 thé lon 1én ma khong hé nghe thiy nhitng 4m thanh gém ghiéc
ctia bom dan, khong phai so hai vi nhimg ke la mt Jdy mit chan mét tay...” Nang quay sang nhin kemal dang thi thdm to nho v6i Jeff. Dana mim curdi.
Jeff da cau hon véi nang, Kemal s€ ¢6 cha. Ho sap trd thanh 1 gia dinh. Sao minh lai may n#in thé nhi? Dana nghi.

Céc bai phat biéu cir troi di. Ngudi quay phim chuyén camera khoi buc, 16i quay can canh Dana. Néang nhin vao dng kinh.

“Pay Ia Dana Evans, phong vién dai WTE, tir thu 6 Washington...”
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