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Chuyén gi s& xay ra néu cac vi thin Olympia van con séng ¢ thé ky 21? Chuyén gi s xay ra néu ho yéu va c6 con véi ngudi trén? Va nhitng dira con d6
cd thé tr¢ thanh nhitng anh hing vi dai - nhu Theseus, Jason va Hercules?

Chuyén gi s& xay ra néu ban a mt trong s nhitng dira tré d6?

Vi viée khéam phd ra than phan ban than ctia minh, cAu bé mudi hai tudi Percy Jackson da bét du lén duong thue thi nhiém vu cue ky nguy hiém trong
cudc doi minh. Vi su gitp dd ctia than rimg va con gai ctia nit than Athena - Annabeth, Percy da di khéip nuéc My dé tim bt ké trom vii khi hiy diét —
tia chdp ciia than DGt. Trén khiip cude hanh trinh d6, cu da phai ddi mit voi nhig keé thi hing manh, nhitng ngudi dang mudn ngiin can cau thi hanh
nhiém vy. Vuot qua tht ¢4, ciu mubn gap ngudi cha ma cau chua bao gio biét duge. Va Oracle da canh béo cho cau vé sy phan bdi ctia mdt ngudi ban.

Sach duoc ban ban quyén 34 nude. Sach da duge chuyén thé thanh phim truyén nhira cting tén do Chris Columbus dao dién, va sy tham gia ctia céc
sao: Uma Thurman, Pierce Brosnan. ..

Sach thuc Series Percy Jackson va cac vi thin Olympia gom 5 cudn i: The Lightning Thief (Ké Cip Tia Chép), The Sea of Monsters (Bién
Quai Vat), The Titan’s Curse (Loi Nguyén Ciia Thin Titan), The Battle of Labyrinth (Cudc Chién Chon Mé Cung), The Demigod Files
(H) So A Thén), The Last Olympian (Vi Thin Cudi Cing). Bo sach niy da ban duoc 8.1 triéu ban trén toan thé giéi, chiém 129 tudn trong danh
sach Sach ban chay nht trén New York Times cho thé loai séch thiéu nhi.
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Chuong 1

G6i cac 4 thin tré tudi,

Néu cac ban dang doc cudn sach nay, t6i chi c6 thé néi ki xin 16i. Cudc sdng ctia ban s& ngay cang gip nhiéu nguy hiém hon.

Hién gios, chéc chéin cAc ban da nhén ra réing minh khong phai & mdt ngudi thudng, Cudn sach ndy gilip céc ban hiéu rd hon vé thé gidi bén trong ciia céc
a than ma khong mot dira tre binh thuong ndo dugc phép xem. V6i tur cach la ngudi chép thué cua Trai Con Lai, t6i hy vong thong tin bi mét hang dau
bén trong cudn sach nay s&€ mang dén cho cac ban cac manh khoe va hi€u biet ¢6 theé giip cac ban sdng sot trong qua trinh huan luyén.

H) So A Thin gdm ba cau chuyén phiéu hru nguy hiém nhét ctia Percy Jackson ma chura timg duoc ké ra truoe day. Ban s€ nhan ra cach cau ay cham
tran v6i nhitng ngudi bt tir va céc ciu con trai ti t& ciia thin Ares nhur thé ndo. Ban s& kham pha ra s tht vé con rong bang dong, tir truée dén nay
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duoc xem i huyén ﬂlqai duy nlﬁi’t & Trai Con Lai. Va l?an s€ kham pha ra cach thin Hades c6 duoc vii khi bi m'fit moi nhur thé nélq, va cach Percy bi ép
budc tro thanh mot phan trong cau tao ctlia nd 1m céu ay khong nhin bit duoc. Nhfmg cau chyyén nay dugc vict ra khong phai dé de doa céc ban,
nhung dicu quan trong 1 cac ban nhén ra dugce rang cude doi cia mdt anh himg ¢d thé nguy hiém

Chiron ciing d& no6i rd voi toi vé viéc chia sé cac bai phépg van bi mat voi mot va1 trai vién quan trong nhét cta ching ta, bao gém Percy Jackson,
Annabeth Chase, va Grover Underwood. Xin hdly nhé rang cac cuge phong van nay duoc dien ra mot cach cyc ky bao mat. Chia s¢ thong tin ndy voi
bat cir ngurdi nao khong phai la 4 than, ban ¢6 thé phat hién thay Clarisse dang dudi theo sau kg ban voi cai gido phong dién cuia ¢6 ay. Hay tin t6i di,
ban khong mudn dieu d6 dau.

Cubi cing, 61 con kem theo cho cac ban mot vai ban v& dé tro gitip cho dinh hudng ciia ban. Annabeth Chase d4 cho phép ching 01 sa0 chep va-li lic
& trai ctia ¢ 4y vi thé ban c6 thé c6 duoc y tudng can phai mang theo nhing gi cho mia he dau tién & trai. Cudn sach ndy con bao gdmmdt ban db trai
ma t6i hy vong s& gitp cho céc ban khéi bi lac duong va bi quai vt xoi mt.

Hay nghién ciru k§ cudn sach nay, vi cac cudc phiéu hru that sy ctia cac ban chi mdi bét dAu. CAu chic céc thn udn & bén céc ban, cac 4 thin tré tudi!
Nguoi ban chan thanh ctia ban,

Rick Riordan

Nguoi chép thué, Trai Con Lai

PERCY JACKSON VA CHIEC XE NGUA Bl DPANH CAP

Toi dang & 16p khoa hoc thi nghe thiy nhitng tiéng on 40 bén ngoai.

SCRAWK! OW! SCREECH! “HIYA!”

Nhur thé mot ai d6 dang bj thn cong boi mdt loai gia cAmnao do, va tin toi di, 0i da timg & trong tinh hudng d6 truée day. Dudng nhu khong ai khac chi
yieng 6n do6. Ching t6i dang lam thi nghiém, vi thé moi nguoi déu dang chuyén trd, the nén khong khé gi khi tdi dén bén ctra s6 r6i vo nhu minh dang rira
coc thi nghiém va nhin ra ngoai.

Toikha tin chac ring ¢6 mot ¢6 gai dang ¢ trong hém nho gin truong, voi thanh kiém cAm trén tay. Co 4 4y cao va vam v& nhur mot cau tha bong 6, v6i
i toc nAu Xodn soi, quan jeans, gidy linh va 4o khoac denim C6 ay nhur dang d6i dau véi mot bay chimden ¢6 kich thudc cta nhirng con qua. Long
chimnhti ra & mdt vai noi trén bd 4o quan cta ¢0 ay Mot vét cat dang ri mau & phia trén mit trai. Khi t6i nhin thiy, mot trong s cac con chim d6 ban ra
mdt cai Iong nhur mdt mii tén 1én vai c6 dy. C6 Ay cét tiéng nguyén riia va chém manh vao né, nhung n6 da bay di.

Khong may, ti nhan ra ¢ géi do. D6 a Clarisse, ké thii cii ctia toi tir trai ctia 4 than. Clarisse song quanh nam & Trai Con Lai. Toi khong hiu ¢6 dy
dang Iam cai quai gi & Upper East Side ngay gitta mdt ngay hoc binh thudng ndy, nhung at han ¢ ay dang gap rac roi. Co ay s& khdng thé chong cu
duoc lau.

Toi da lam diéu duy nhit minh c6 thé.

“Co White,” t6i n6i, “em c6 thé di ¢én phong vé sinh khong a? Em thay budn non.”

Ban biét cac giao vién da ndi cho ban tir im on ¢6 phép mau nhur thé nao? Piéu d6 khong ding, Tir co phép mau 12 tir ndn. N6 s& gilip cho cac banra
khéi 16p nhanh hon bat cir diéu nao khac.

“Pinhanh di!” ¢6 White noi.
T6i chay nhanh ra ctra I6p, c6i bo kinh bao ho, ging tay va tap dé ciia phong thi nghiém. Toi Iy ra vii khi t5t nhat ctia minh — cay but c6 tén Thiy Triu.

Khong ai chin t6i lai trén hanh lang. T thodt ra ¢ ctra phong thé duc. Téi ra dén can hémnho vira ic nhin thiy Clarisse tat mdt con chim ma quy bang

mé bén cta thanh kiém nhur thé ¢6 4y vira danh mdt ¢t home run vay. Con chim d6 kéu quéc quic va bay xody di, va manh vao birc trong gach va
truot xudng mot cai thing rac. Van con dén gin mot ta con chim dang tu lai quanh ¢6 4y.

“Clarisse!” t6i hét lén.

C6 4y liéc nhin t6i voi vé mit kinh ngac. “Percy? Cau dang hm gj...”

Cb 4y bi cit ngang giita chirmg boi modt loat miii tén 16ng chim bay véo trén dau va dam xuyén trén vach tuong,

ay I truong hoc ctia t6,” t6i dap.

“May cho t6i nhi,”” Clarisse cau nhau, nhung quéa ban dé phan nan qué nhiéu.

Toi mo nip cay but méy, n6 bién thanh mot thanh kiém bang dong dai gin mdt mét, va tham gia vao cude chién, chém manh vio nhitng con chim va Bm

chéch huéng nhimg chiéc 16ng bang ludi kiém. Clarisse va t6i ctng danh va chém manh cho dén khi tat ca nhitng con chim chi con lai mot dong long trén
mat dat.



Ca hai ching t0i déu ther git. Toi c6 mdt vai vét xude, nhung khong nghiém trong. Toi 10i mdt mili tén 1ong chim ra khoi canh tay. N6 khong sau im. Toi
s€ on néu nd khong cd ddc. Toi lay mot tii nho c6 chira banh thanh ra khoi tii 4o khoac, noi toi van gitt n6 cho nhiing truong hop khan cap, chia nd
thanh hai phan, sau d6 dua mot it cho Clarisse.

“T6i khong can sy gitip do ctia cu,” ¢6 ta ku bau, nhung ciing dura tay cAm Iy banh.

Ching t6i an mot vai mleng khong qua nhiéu, vi thirc 2 an cua cac vi than c6 thé dét ban thanh tro néu ban ding qua nhiéu. Dii sao di nita, chi trong mdt
vai gidly cac vét cit va bam tim ctia ching t6i d bién mit.

Clarisse boc thanh kiém ctia minh lai v ¢6i 4o khodc denimra. “Um.. gap lai cau san.”

“Cho da!” t6i n6i. “Cau khong thé bo di nhur thé duoc.”

“Di nhién I t6i c6 thé.”

“C6 chuyén gl dang xay ra vay? Cau dang Bm gi & cach xa trai nhur thé? Tai sao nhing con chim quai quy d6 lai dudi theo cau thé?”

Clarisse d4y manh t6i, hay c6 y dinh lam thé. T6i d& quen voi cdc manh ctia ¢6 Ay. Toi chi viée bude sang mdt bén va dé o 4y bude loang choang qua
khoi nguroi toi.

“Thodi ndo,” ti n6i. “Cau gin nhur bi giét & trudng t6. Dicu d6 khién t& phai ¢6 trach nhiém vé viée d6.”
“Khong phai thé!”
“Hay dé t6 gitp.”

Coa Ay run rdy hit vao. Toi c6 cam giac ¢d ay cuc ky mubn ddm vao niit 161, nhung ciing lic ¢6 mdt sur tuyét vong trong anh mit ctia ¢b Ay, nhu thé ¢o
4y dang gap chuyén gi d6 cuc ky cuc ky réc rdi vay.

“Do6 1a cac anh trai t61,” ndi. “Ho dang choi khdm t6i.”

“0,” t6i n6i, chiing ngac nhién chit ndo. Clarisse ¢6 rét nhiu anh chi em ¢ Trai Con Lai. Tat ca bon ho déu choi khim Fin nhau. Toi doén didu d6 f hién
nhién vi xét cho cting ho 13 con trai va con gai ctia than chién tranh, than Ares. “Ngudi anh nao? Sherman? Mark?”

“Khong,” ¢b Ay ndi, giong ¢d Ay nghe c6 vé sg' hii hon nhidu so véi nhitng lan trudc déy t6i duoc nghe ¢d Ay néi. “Do 1 nhitng ngudi anh bat tir cta t6i,
Phobos va Deimos.”

Ching t0i ngdi trén ghé dai & cong vién khi Clarisse ké cho t0i nghe v& cAu chuyén. Toi khong qua lo ing vé viéc quay tro lai trudmg. CO White s& cho 1
y ta da cho phép t6i vé nha, va tiét thir sau Ia ti€t tu hoc. Thay Bell khong bao gid diém danh.

“Véy dé t6 im 13 chuyén nay nhé,” toi néi. “Cau ly chiéc xe ciia cha cau dé dua xe, va gio nd dang bién mat.”

“N6 khong phai 14 xe hoi,” Clarisse 1au bau. “Do 1 chiéc xe dua trong chién tranh! Va dng Ay béo t6i mang nd ra ngoai. Kiéu nhur... mot bai kiém tra
vay. Toi c6 nhiém vu phai dua n6 quay lai lic mat troi in. Nhung...”

“Anh trai cdu da cudp xe cua cau.”

“Da cudp xe ngua dua clia toi,” co Ay nhic lai cho ding, “Ho 1 nhing nguoi danh xe ngwa dang yeu clia Ong 4y, cau thiy ddy. Va ho khong thich ngudi
khéc danh xe ngwa. Vi thé ho da cudp xe ngya tir toi va dudi toi di bang nhimg con chim phéng tén ngu ngde do.”

“Nhitng con vat cung cua cha cau sao?”
C6 4y gt dau mot cach dang thwong, “Chiing bao vé dén tho ctia 6ng dy. Dit sao di nita, néu t6i khong timra dugc ¢d xe dua...”

C6 &y trong nhur thé minh sép sira mét n6 vay. Toi khong thé chi trich 6 &y. Toi da nhin théy cha co 4y, than Ares, nbi dién trude ddy, va né khong phéi
mot canh tuong dang yéu cho lam Néu Clarisse phu long mong doi cuia dng ay, 6ng ay s€ ap dung hinh phat cuc ky ghé gdm. Cuc ky ghé gdm

“T6 s& gitip cau,” toi noi.

Cb Ay quic miét nhin t6i. “Sao lai 1 cau? T6i khong phai | ban cau.”

Toi khong the cai lai vé diéu do. Clarisse da timg doi xti t& voi t0i hang trigu kan, nhung tuy thé, t6i khong thich ¥ twéng ¢6 Ay hay ai khéc bj than Ares
dap nhur tr. T6i dang c6 nghi cach gidi thich dieu d6 vai c6 ay thi giong ndi cia mdt cau trai vang n, “Fo, nhin kia, t& nghi ¢6 ta dang khoc.”

Mot anh chang chai chudt dang ding tua vao cdt dién thoai. Arh ta méic mdt chiéc quﬁn jeans nhz‘lq nat, 4o phong den, mot chiéc 4o khodc bﬁng da
ctng mit céi khan ran dugce boc trén dau anh ta. Mot con dao dugc nhét vao day that lung, P61 mat ctia anh ta ¢ mau cua nhitng ngon fira.



“Phobos.” Clarisse cudn tay minh lai thanh nim dim. “Chiéc xe ngwa ¢ d4u, d6 khon?”

“Em da danh mit nd,” anh ta tréu co. “Dimg hoi anh.”

“Po khén...”

Clarisse rit kiémra va tin cong, nhung Phobos bién mit khi ¢6 Ay vung kiém, va ludi kiém ctia ¢6 4y cim vao cot dién thoai.

Phobos xuét hién & ghé dai ké bén canh t6i. Anh ta dang cudi, nhung ngimg lai khi t6i chia dau thanh kiém Thity Triéu vao hong anh ta.
“T6t hon hét anh nén tra lai chiéc xe ngwra dua d6,” t61 néi véi anh ta, “trudc khi t6i ndi dién lén.”

Anh ta nhéch mép cui va 0 6 ra cling rén, hogc 6 vé cimg ran nhur khi ban bj chia kiém vao ¢4 hong, “Cau ban trai bé nho ndy & ai thé, Clarisse?
Hién may phai can nguoi khac gitip minh chién dau sao?”’

“Céau ta khong phai [a ban trai em!” Clarisse gidt manh thanh kiém ctia minh ra khéi cot dién thoai. “CAu ta thim chi khong phai la ban emnira. Cauta la
Percy Jackson.”

C6 didu gi 6 bién doi trong vé mit ctia Phobos. Anh ta nhin c6 vé ngac nhién, thdm chi con run sg. “Con trai ctia than Poseidon u? Ngudi da khién cho
Cha phai ttrc dién sao? O, dicu nay qué tot, Clarisse. May hién dang cip ke véi ké thi khéng doi troi chung sao?”

“Emkhong cap ke voi cauta.”

D6i mit ctia Phobos bién thinh mau d6 tuoi.

Clarisse hét In. C6 Ay danh manh vao khong khi nhur thé c6 4y dang bi nhiing con bo vo hinh tAn cong, “Lam on, khong!”

“Anh dang 1am gi v6i cau 4y thé?”” t6i ging hoi.

Clarisse Iti lai vé phia duong di, dién cudng vung thanh kiém ciia minh

“Ngirng lai” t6i n6i véi Phobos. T6i 4n sau hon miii kiém ctia minh vao hong anh ta, nhung anh ta d& dang bién mét, sau d6 xuét hién lai & cot dién thoai.
“Pumg kich dong thé, Jackson.” Phobos ni. “Ta chi dang cho con bé thiy nhing gi ma n6 so hii nhat.”

Anh sang trong nit anh ta bién mt.

Clarisse d6 sup nguoi xudng, thd mdt cach ning nhoc. “D0... khdn,” co 4y hon hén ndi. “Ta s8... ta s& tinh s6 véi may.”

Phobos quay vé phia toi. “May thi sao, Percy Jackson? Piéu gi lim may so hii? Tao s& tim ra, may biét khong. Tao luon luén am duoc diéu do.”

“Tra cb xe ngya lai day.” Toi ¢d giit giong thét binh than. “Toi da timg dbi ddu voi cha anh. Anh khong lim t6i s dau.”

Phobos cudi In. “Khong gi so hai nhung lai so' chinh nd. D6 khong phai la nhiing gi moi ngudi thudng hay nbi sao? Um, d ta cho may biét mot bi it
nho nhé, con lai. Ta chinh 14 sy s hai. Neumaymlontlmco Xe ngua_ hdy dén ma Ky lai nd. N ndm 6 phia bén kia con séng. May s& tim thiy n6 ¢ noi
nhirng con vat hoang da bé nho sinh song — 1a noi ma may thude ve.”

Anh ta bung tay va bién mét trong lin hoi miu vang,

Gio, t0i phai noi diéu ndy vdi céc ban, ti da gip rat nhidu céc tiéu thin va quéi vit ma t0i khong thich, nhung Phobos 1 nguoi toi ghét nhét. Toi khong
thich nhitng ké chuyén bat nat nguoi khac. Toi chua bao gio nam trong nhom xuat sac cua trudng, vi the t6i danh phan 1on thoi gian ctia minh chong lai
nhing dira to xdc thich bat nat ¢ truong, nhimg dira c0 de doa t6i va cac ban t6i. Cai cach Phobos cudi ti va lam cho Clarisse d6 sup nguoi xuong chi
bang cach nhin vao c0 ay... Téi muon day cho g d6 mot bai hoc.

Toi gitip Clarisse dimng 1én. Khuon mét ¢6 iy ddm dia md hoi.

“Gio cau da san sang don nhén sy giip dd chura?” t61 hoi

Chung t6i Ién tau dién ngam, tiép tuc d& phong nhiéu vy tin cong hon, nhung khong ai lim phién ching t6i ca. Trén duong di, Clarisse ké cho toi nghe vé
Phobos va Deimos.

“Ho 14 cac tiéu thin,” co éy 1n6i. “Phobos I thin hai. Deimos 1 thin cla su k}ﬂép sQ.”
“Cé g khac nhau?”’

Cb 4y cau may. “Deimos lon hon va xAu xi hon, t6i doan vay. Anh ta rit gioi im cho dam dong khiép so. Phobos thi giéi hon, nhu, chi im mdt ca nhan
so hii. Anh ta c6 thé chui vao bén trong dau cau.”



“P6 14 noi ngudi ta c6 duoc tir ndi 4m anh phai khong?”’
“Um,” ¢d éy cau nhau. “Anh ta rit tu hao vé diéu d6. TAt ca cac ndi am anh déu duge dit theo tén anh ta. Thﬁng khén.”
“Thé tai sao ho khong mudn cdu danh xe nga thé?”

“Vivi€e d6 thuong la mot 18 nghi danh cho cac cau con trai cuia thn Ares khi ho duge mudi Em tudi. Toi la dira con gai dAu tién duoc trao cho viéc do
trong mdt quang thoi gian dai.”

“T6t cho cau.”

“Hay n6i diéu d6 voi Phobos va Deimos. Ho ghét toi. Toi phai iy lai dwoc cb xe ngwa quay tré lai dén tho.”

“Pén tho ndm & dau?”

“Céu tau 86. Con tau c6 tén Intrepid.”

“0.” Pitu do gitp t6i hiéu ra nhicu diéu, gitr toi nghi vé diéu d6. Toi chura bao it thire sur 1én mot con tau sin bay ¢, nhung t0i biét ngwoi ta st dung nd

nhur mot Val kiéu bao tang quan su. N6 at han co6 mdt md du céac loai sting, bom va céc thiet bi gdy nguy hiém khac. Chi la mdt noi ma mét vi than chién

tranh muon lang thang & do.

“Chiing ta c6 bon gioy trude khi mit troi lain,” toi doan. “Khoang chimg do I di thoi gian néu ching ta ¢ thé tim dugc ¢d xe ngya.”

“Nhung Phobos ¢6 v gi khi ndi “trén mit nuée’? Chiing ta dang & trén mot hon dao, vi than Zeus. Diéu do c6 nghia n6 c6 thé & bét cir hudng nao.”
“Anh ta con néi didu gi d6 vé dong vat hoang da,” toi nh lai. “Nhimg con vt hoang da bé nho.”

“Vuon bach thi u?”

Toi gt dau. Mot vudn bach thi trén it nurde ¢6 thé B mdt noi & Brooklyn, hodc c6 k... mbt noindo d6 khé c6 thé di dén dugr, c6 nhitng con vat
hoang da bé nhd. Mot noi ma s&€ chang c6 ai nghi dén d6 dé timkieém co xe ngya.

“Dao Staten,” t6i ndi. “O d6 cd mdt virom bach thi nho.”

“C6 I8 thé,” Clarisse n6i. “Nghe nhur ¢6 vé d6 1B mdt noi ndo d6 mi Phobos va Deimos gidu giém céi gi d6, Nhung néu ching ta sai...”
“Chiing ta khong c6 thdi gian dé sai.”

Ching t6i xudng tau & Quéng trudng Thoi dai va bit chuyén tau Number I, ¢6 ga cudi 1 bén pha.

Chung t6i 1én chuyén pha dén Pao Staten vao lic ba gity ba muroi, cing véi hang ta du khach khéc, nhimg nguoi tim tum lai & cac rao chéin ¢ ting trén,
chup voi cac buc anh khi chiing t61 di ngang qua tuwong Nt Than Tu Do.

“Ong ta Ay me minh im mau cho birc turong nay,” toi ndi, ngude nhin 1én birc tugng,
Clarisse cau mayy nhin toi. “Ai co?”

“Bartholdi,”” t0i noi. “Nguoi da tao ra birc tugng Nit Than Ty Do. Ong y ciing  con trai ciia i thin Athena, va dng d thiét ké n giong hét me minh.
Do Ia nhitng gi ma Annabeth da ké cho t6.”

Clarisse d4o tron mt. Annabeth | mdt ngwoi ban 0t cia ti va B mot ngudi cuc ky ham thich nhig gi lién quan vi kién triic va cac cong trinh ky
niém. T61 doan nhirng thong tin mang tinh tri thirc ctia c6 ay doi khi cling &m anh doi véi toi.

“V6 dung,” Clarisse n6i. “Néu né khong gitip cho cau dugc gi trong khi cau chién dAu, n6 1a nhitng thong tin vo dung.”

Toi ¢6 thé tranh cii v6i 6 Ay diéu do, nhung chiéc pha ot nhién trong tranh nhur thé n6 va phéi d4 ngm viy. Khéch du lich d6 nhio t6i trudc, va dap
cé vao nhau. Clarisse va t6i chay nhanh t6i phia dau miii pha. Mét nude bén dudi ching t6i bat dau soi lén. R6i dau ctia mdt con rén bién 16 én tir mit
vinh.

Con quai vat to it nhét ciing bang voi chlec pha. N6 ¢6 mau xam va mau xanh I4, c4i ddu trong gidng mdt con c4 sau voi hai ham ring séc nhon. N6 ¢6
.. Urm, gidng nhur thir gi 46 vira moi ndi Ién tir bén dudi Vinh New York. Cudi trén ¢6 n6 I mot i to lon trong bo giap Hy Lap mau den. Khuon
it hin ta dwoc phubdi cac vét seo cuc ky xAu xi, v mot cay lao trén tay.

“Deimos!” Clarisse hét lon.

“Chao em gai!” Ny cudi ctia héin ta t& gin nhu con réin bién vAy. “Mubn choi khong?”

Con quéi vat réng lén. Cac hanh khach la hét va chay tan loan. Toi khong biét chinh x4c ho thay duoc gi. Man Swong Mu thurong ngin nhitng nguoi



thurong khong nhin thiy dugc cac con quéi vat trong hinh déng tht ctia ching, nhung cho ditho ¢6 nhin thiy durgc bat cir diéu gi, ching 4t hin rat kinh
khing,

“Dé ho yén!” toi hét I6n.

“Hay cai gi ha, con trai ctia thin bién?” Deimos cudi nhéch mép. “Anh trai ta ndi ring may & mot dtra nhu nhwroc! Ngoai ra, tao thich sy kinh hoang,
"’

Tao sdng véi sy kinh hoang!

Anh ta thic con rén bién hic dau n6 vao con pha, lim cho ca chiée pha ke hr It lai. Tiéng chudng béo ddng vang Ién. Céc hanh khich nga nhéo nhao
1én nhau khi ¢6 tron thoat. Deimos cudi mdt cach sung sudng,

“La nhu vy sao,” t6i cau nhau. “Clarisse, bam chat vao.”

“Gi””

“Bam chit vao c6 t6. Chiing ta s& cudi song”

C6 4y khong phan di. C6 4y bam chit vao toi, va toi noi. “Mot, hai, ba... NHAY!”

Ching t6i nhay khoi tir boong trén xuéng Va roi théing xudng vinh, nhung chiing t6i chi & dudi murée trong khoanh khéc. Toi cam thiy strc manh ctia bién
ca dang déng tran khap co thé. Toi diu khién nude cudn xody bao quanh tdi, tao thanh mot e cho dén khi ching t6i duoc day 1én khoi vinh trén dinh
mot voi nurde cao chin mét. Toi hudng chiing t61 vé phia con quai vat.

“Céu nghi cau c6 thé xir Iy Deimos khong?” Toi hét 1on véi Clarisse.

“T6i dang lam day!” ¢6 Ay noi. “Hay dura t6i t6i d6 trong ban kinh khoang ba mét.”

Ching t6i hudng vé phia con quai vat. Ngay khi n6 nhe ra ham réng nanh, t0i d6i huréng di ciia dong nurée vé mdt bén con quéi vt, va Clarisse nhay
xubng. C6 4y d4m sam vao Deimos va ca hai ngudi ho ngil xudng bién.

Con ran bién duoi theo t6i. Toi nhanh chong dieu khien ¢t nude doi mét véi nd, sau do tap trung tat ca sttc manh cua t6i va dieu khién dong nude ngay
cang mdt cao hon.

WHOOOOM

Muoi ngan ga-16ng nudc mian dam sAm vao con quai vat. T6i nhdy lén dAu nd, mo thanh Thiy Triéu, va chém manh vao ¢b n6 vai tit ca stirc manh cia
minh. Con quai vat rong Ién. Mau xanh phot manh ra tir vét thuong, va con vat chim vao bén dudi nhiing 16p séng.

Toi kin xudng bén dudi mit nude va nhin né i lai vao dudi ving bién md rong, D6 1 mot diéu tt ciia rén bién: ching 1 nhitng bé con bé bu khi né bi
ton throng,

Clarisse ndi trén mit nude k& bén i, thdi phupht va ho séc sya. Toi boi vé phia c6 ?iy va ndm chit co éy.
“Cau téom dugc Deimos khong?” t6i hoi.
Clarisse Fic d4u. “Thing khén do bién mét khi bon toi dang vét 1on. Nhung toi chéc ching ta s& som giip lai hiin ta théi. Ca Phobos nita.”

Cac dukhach van tiép tuc chay quanh chiéc pha trong sy hoang hét, nhung dudng nh khong ai bi ton thuong. Con pha duong nhu cling khong hu hai
gi. Toi quyét dinh ching t6i khong nén quanh quan & day nita. Toi gir chit tay Clarisse va diéu khién song bién dura ching toi vé huéng Pao Staten.

O phia tay, mt trdi dang kin dan xudng phia trén mit bién Jersey. Chiing t6i dang can dan thoi gian.

Toi chura bao gio ¢ lau trén Pao Staten, va t6i nhan ra ring né 16 hon nhidu Fin so vi nhimg gi t6i da nghi va chéing ¢ gi vui thi dé xem Céc con
duong quanh co day r6i ram, va moi thir dudng nhu ¢ trén doi. Ca ngudi t0i kho réo (Toi chua bao gior bi wét khi ¢ trong bién trir khi t61 mubn diéu do)
nhung 4o quan Clarisse van con u6t nhep, vi thé ¢6 Ay dé lai nhimg ddu chan nhop nhia trén khip via hé, va ngudi i xe buyt s& khong dé ching toi én

xe.

“Ching ta s& khong bao gios tim duge n6 ding gio,” ¢d 4y tho dai.

“Hay nging ngay cach nghi nhur thé di” Toi ¢ t0 ra lac quan, nhung t6i cling dang bat ddu ¢6 nhitng nghi ngd nhu thé. Téi wdc ching t6i 6 quan tiép
vién. Hai 4 than chong lai hai vi tjéu than khong phai la mdt tran chién cén stre, va khi ching t61 c§u1g do1 mit voi ca Phobos va Deimos, t61 k}qéng chac
ho s& lam gi véi ching t6i. Toi van nhé nhitng gi Phobos da noi: May thi sao, Percy Jackson? Bicu gi lam may s¢ hi? Tao s€ tim ra, may biet khong,
Sau khi & bude dugc nira hon déo, qua rat nhiu ngdi nha ngoai 6 va mot vai nha ther va mot tigm McDonald, cudi cing ching t6i nhin théty mot bién
hiéu c6 chit VUON BACH THU. Chiing t6i 1& qua mdt khic quanh va di theo con dudng cong véi mdt vai canh rimg & mot bén cho dén khi ching t6i

dén duoc cong ra vao.

Quy c6 ¢ quiy ban vé nhin ching toi day nghi ngd, nhung nhd on cac vi than t6i co d tién mét dé gitip ching t6i vao dugc bén trong,



Ching t6i di quanh nha cuia loai bo sat, va Clarisse ngtmg lai giira duong.

‘N6 ¢do.”

C8 xe dang do tai dudng giao nhau gitra khu vire nudi dudng con non va ho réi c4 bién: mot ¢6 xe mau do va ving lon dugc bude vio bdn con ngya
den. C6 xe duoc trang tri voi nhitng chi tiét dang ngac nhién. N6 s& tré nén dep hon néu tat ca cac hinh anh trén d6 khong thé hién hinh anh nhing con
nguoi chét mot cach dau don. Lira phun ra tir mili ctia bon con ngyra den do.

Céc ga dinh voi xe day di ngang qua cb xe ngya nhur thé n6 khong hé ton tai. T6i doan Méan Suong Mu 4t han rat manh quanh n6, vi vat nguy trang duy
nhét ctia chiéc xe ngua chi 1 mdt ménh gidly viét tay dinh vao ngue ctia mdt trong nhitng con ngwa néi raing XE CHUYEN DUNG CUA SO THU.

“Phobos va Deimos dau rdi nhi?”” Clarisse im bim, it kiém ctia minh ra.
Toi khong thé thiy ho & bt cir noi ndo, nhung ddy 4t hin B mdt cai bay.

Toi tép trung vao nhing con ngira. Thong thuong t6i ¢ thé n6i chuyén véi nhiing con ngura, vi cha t6i 1 ngudi tao ra ching, Toi néi, Chao, nhing cha
ngya thd ra lira xinh dep. Pén day nao!

Mot trong s nhitng con ngra hi 1én dy miét thi. Toi c6 thé hiéu dugc nhimg suy nghil ciia 16, duroc thoi. N6 goi toi bang mdt vai céi tén ma toi khong
thé nhéic lai.

“T6i s& cb lay dugc dy cuong,” Clarisse néi. “Nhitng con ngwa biét toi. Hay yémho cho t6i.”

“Puoc thoi” Toi khong chic phai Jam thé ndo dé yémho cho c6 Ay véi mot thanh kiém, nhung t6i mo to mét minh khi Clarisse tién dén ¢d xe ngwa. Co
ay di quanh nhitng con ngyra, gan nhwr chi nhon chan di ma thoi

C6 4y cimg ca ngudi khi mdt ngudi phu nit cing v6i dira con gii ba tubi di ngang qua. C6 bé n6i, “Ngwa con thé ra lira!”

“Dumg ngde, Jessie,” ngudi me bing giong simg sbt. “Do chinh 1 xe chuyén dung ctia so thi.”

C6 bé cb phin ddi, nhung ngudi me niim Ry tay kéo ¢6 bé di va ho tiép tuc di vé phia trude. Clarisse dén gin cd xe ngura hon. Tay ¢ 4y chi cach
khoang mbt met tir tay vin thi nhitng con ngira Iong Ién, hi vang va tho ra kira. Phobos va Deimos xuat hién ¢ ¢6 xe, ca hai nguoi hién déu trong trang
phuc danh tran t6i den nhu murc. Phobos cuoi toe toét, d6i mat dé ctia han ta phat sang. Khuon mit dang s¢ cuia Deimos trong cang kinh khting hon khi
nhin gin.

“Cudc di san bét dau!” Phobos hét Ién. Clarisse trrot chin ngii nhao ra sau khi hin ta quat manh vao nhitng con ngira va huéng ¢d xe chay thing vé
phia ching t6i.

Gid, t6i mudn ndi cho cac ban ring t6i da m mot diéu gi d6 that anh hing, nhur dimg diy chng lai mdt doi quan ngura thé ra lra dang gian dit chi voi
thanh kiém duy nhét ctia m]nh Su that 1a t6i da bo chay. Toi nhdy qua thing rac va hang rao cua khu trung bay, toi khong ¢6 cach nao chay nhanh hon
¢d xe ngua duge. N6 dam sim qua hing rio ngay phia sau krng t6i, cay di tat ca moi thir trén dudng di ctia nd.

“Percy, can than!” Clarisse hét én, nhur thé t6i can ai d6 néi cho t6i biét vé diéu do.

Toinhay va dap xudng trén mdt hon dao d4 & gitta khu vire réi c4. Toi diéu khién mdt cot nurde ra khoi hd va dap xudng nhimg con ngya, tam thoi dap
tht nhimg ngon lira ctia chung, khién ching r0i vao hoang loan. Nhiing con réi ca khong hai long 1amv0‘1 t61. Chiing gao thét inh 6i, va t6i doan tot hon
hét minh nén ra khoi noi niy cang som cang t6t, trude khi nhitng dong vat co vi & bién ciing dién cudng dudi theo toi.

T6i chay khi Phobos chiri riia va ¢6 kiér{l sodt nhitng con ngya. Clarisse loi dung co'hdi do va nhay lén lung ctia Deimos ngay khi hén ta nhic thanh lao
cua minh 1én. Ca hai nguoi ho roi khoi co xe ngyra khi nd 1ao dao hudng vé phia trurde.

Toi c6 thé nghe Deimos va Clarisse bat dau dénh nhau, kiém ddu v6i kiém, nhung t6i khong ¢6 thoi gian dé lo Eing diéu d6 vi Phobos dang tin cong toi
lan nita. T6i chay hét toc Ire vé phia thily cung véi co xe ngwra dudi theo sau lung toi.

“Nay Percy!” Phobos ché nhao. “Tao c6 thir nay danh cho may day!”

Toi liéc nhin ra sau va nhin thiy ¢ xe ngwa dang tan chéy, nhimg con ngya bién thanh thép va bao phi An nhau nh thé nhing hinh nhéin béng dét sét ép
lai v&i nhau. C6 xe bien mot hdp sat mau den nhu chiéc kén ctia sdu budm, mot thap phao, va mdt nong sting daL Mcf)t' chiéc xe tang. Tc}i nhanra ng’) tir
ban bao cao nghién ciru ma t6i ting thure hién cho lop hoc lich str. Phobos dang cuoi nhian nho voi 6i tir trén chiée thiet giap ¢ thoi Chién tranh Thé gioi
lan thir hai.

“Cuoi Ién ndo!” hin ta noi.

Toi kin sang mdt bén khi khiu sting khai hoa.

KA-BOOOOM! Mot kiot ban d6 hru niém n tung, bin tung nhimg con vat xo xac va nhitng chiéc tach bing nhyra cing véi nhimg chiéc may anh ding
mot lan vang di khap noi. Khi Phobos lai nap dan cho stng ctia minh, t6i dimg day va di sdu vao trong thity cung,



T6i mudn bao boc minh bépg nuéce. Piéu d6 lubn lam gia tang strc manh cua t6i. Ngodira, chiic chin Phobos khong thé dura cb xe ngira vio bén trong 6
ctra. Dinhién, néu hén ta ban nd tung nd, diéu do s& khong gitp...

Toi chay qua bén kia cin phong duge bao phii béi anh dén xanh duong tir khu trién im ca. Myc nang, ¢4 hé va c4 chinh nhin chitm chéim vao t0i khi toi
chay ngang qua. Toi c6 thé nghe bo néo nho bé cta ching thi thim, Con trai cta than bién! Con trai ctia than bién! Thét tuyét khi ban I nguoi ndi ting
voi myre ong.

Toi ngimg lai & phia ctra sau ctia khu thity sinh va Fing nghe. Toi chéing nghe thdy duoc gi. Va 1di.. Vroom, Vroom Tiéng ctia mit loai dong co khéc.
To6i nhin mdt cach day nghi ngd khi Phobos 14i chiée Harley-Davidson xuyén qua khu thuty sinh. T6i da nhin thiy chiéc xe ndy trude day: dong co dugc
trang tri bang nhing ngon lira mau den, bao sting ngin, ghé bang da ctia n6 trong giéng nhu da ngum Pay I chiéc xe mo-t6 ma thn Ares da cudi khi
61 lin dAu tién gip 6ng 4y, nhung toi chura bao gior biét duoc rang n6 B mdt hinh dang khéc ciia ¢d xe ngura chién ctia ng Ay.

“Chao, ké thua cudc,” Phobos noi, léyra mdt thanh kiém 16n tir vo bao ctia n6. “Dén g0 clia sy s hai.”

Toi dua cay kiém Ién, quyét dinh d6i nit voi hén ta, nhung rdi doi nit Phobos bimg séng Ién, va t6i da sai lim khi nhin thing vao ching,

Dot nhién t0i & mot noi khac. Toi dang ¢ Trai Con Lai, mt noi yéu thich cua t6i trén thé gioi, va n6 dang chay. Ca khu rimg ngip trong bién lira. Céc
can nha dang boc khoi. Cac ¢t da Hy Lap o khu nha &n bi d6 nat, va Nha Lon dang &m i chay. Nhitng ngudi ban dang quy cau xin t6i. Annabeth,
Groverat ca cac trai vién khac.

Hay ciru bon t6, Percy! Tt ca ho déu dang kéu gio. Hay quyét dinh di!

Toi ding do ngudi ra. Pay i khoang thoi gian t6i ludn so haii: 101 tién tri dwoc cho ring s& xuét hién khi t6i duge mudi sau tudi. Toi s& phai chon giira
viéc ctru hay pha hity dinh Olympus.

Gior thoi diém do da dén & day, va t0i khong biét phai im gi. Trai dang boc chdy. Nhing nguoi ban t6i dang nhin t0i, cau xin sy gip d0. Tréi tim t0i dap
manh. T6i khong thé di chuyén. Neéu t6i lam dicu gi sai thi sao?

R&i t6i nghe nhitng tiéng goi ctia nhitng chii ¢4 & khu thity cung: Con trai ctia thin bién! Hay tinh lai!

T6i dot nhién cam nhan dugc sirc manh ctia bién bao quanhrléy 101 mot JAn nira, hang trdm ga-1ong nurde bién, hing ngin con ca dang ¢ Bm t6i chi y.
Toi khong 6 trai. Pay chi 1a do giac. Phobos dang cho t6i thay ndi s¢ hii sdu kin nhat ctia toi.

To6i chop miit va nhin thiy ludi kiém ctia Phobos dang tién xubng trén dau t0i. Toi dura thanh Thiy Triéu én va chén duge ¢ tin cong ngay khind gan
nhu cdt t6i ra thanh hai.

Toi phan cong va chém vio tay Phobos. Mau vang, méu ctia céc vi thin, thim qua 0p 4o so mi ctia héin ta.

Phobos gim gir va chém manh vao toL. Toi d& dang né tranh. Khong con strc manh cta sur s hdi, Phobos ching 14 gi. Han ta tham chi con khong phai
mdt chién binh kha. Toi nhqnh cho'pg tan cong, vut manh \{éo mit va tang cho han ta mjt vét gét (iy ma. Han ta cang giér} dir bao nl‘liéu, hén ta cang vung
ve bay nhiéu. Toi khong the giét han ta. Han ta 1a nguoi bat tir. Nhung ban s€ khong nhan biét dieu d6 tir vé mit ctia han ta. Vi than s hai trong kha so
hai.

Cudi cling t6i day i héin ta vé phia dai phun nurée. Thanh kiém ctia hén ta bay vao phong vé sinh nit. T6i nim ly dai 40 gido ctia hén ta va kéo hén ta

dén @61 mit voi toi.

“Anh s& phai bién mét ngay bay gio,” t0i n6i voi hin ta. “Anh s& phai tranh xa Clarisse. V& néu ti nhin thiy anh mt lan nira, t0i s tang cho anh thém
"’

mdt vét seo 16n & noi con dau dén nhidu hon nira!
Hién ta nudt manh. “Tao s& gip may sau, Jackson!”
Va hén ta bién mit trong kn hoi nréc niu vang,

Toi quay vé phia noi trung bay c4. “Céam on cac cau.”

Sau d6 6 nhin xe mO-t6 ctia thin Ares. Toi chua bao gidr cudi mdt b xe nga chién tranh Harley-Davidson ddy quyén néing trrée déy, nhung n6 kho
thé nao nhi? Toi nhay 1én no, bét nit khoi dong, va i nd ra khoi khu thity sinh dé gitip Clarisse.

Toi khong gip réc i gi khi tim 6 dy. Toi chi di theo hudng da bi phé hity, céc hang rdo bi don nga. Céc con vit dang dugc tur do chay khidp noi. Con
limg va vuron cdo dang kiém tra may ban bap rang. Mot con bao trong béo tot dang namuon ra trén ghe dai ctia cong vién, vy quanh no 1 mot nhim
16ng chim bo cau.

Toi du chiéc xe mb-t0 ké bén khu thii con, va Deimos va Clarisse dang & chuong dé. Clarisse dang quy gdi. Toi chay vé phia trude nhung nglmg lai dot
ngot khi nhin thiy hinh dang Deimos khi bién hinh. Han ta dang ¢ hinh dang cta than Ares — vi than chicn tranh cao I6n, an vén d6 da den va mat kinh
mat, ca co thé han ta tda ra sy gidn dit khi dua nam dam vé phia Clarisse.



“Ta lai mit ong tin vao nguoi mot lin nira!” vi than chién tranh gim I6n. “Ta d bao voi ngwoi didu gi s& xay ra!”
Hién ta c6 d4nh c6, nhung Clarisse tranh di, la hét. “Khong! Xin cha!”

“Dd con gai ngu ngde!”

“Clarisse!” t6i hét Ién. “D6 chi i 4o giac. Hay chdng lai hin ta!”

Hinh déng Deimos dan mo di. “Ta 1 Ares!”” hiéin ta van khing khing néi. “Va nguoi a dira con gai vo dung! Ta biét ngwoi s& im mét long tin & ta. Gid
nguoi hily ganh chiu su trimng phat ctia ta.”

Toi mudn tham gia va dénh bai Deimos, nhung vi mjt 1y do ndo d6 toi biét diéu d6 khong giip duoc gi. Clarisse phéi tu minh am diéu d6. DAy i ndi so
t€ hai nhat cta c6 ay. CO6 ay phai tw minh vuot qua dicu do.

“Clarisse!” t6i noi. C6 4y liéc nhin t6i, va ti ¢b gitr miét ¢o dy. “Hay chong lai héin ta!” t6i noi. “Hén ta chi néi thoi. Hay dimg Ién nao!”

“T6i.. toi khong thé!”

“C6, cau c6 thé. Cau a mdt chién binh. Pimg day di!”

C6 4y ngn ngir. Nhung sau d6 c6 dy bt dau dimg 1én.“Ngwoi dang im gi?” than Ares gam Ién. “Quy xudng dé xin ta sy khoan dung, con gai!”
Clarisse run rdy hit that sau. Rét binh than, ¢6 dy n6i. “Khong”

“CAIGI?”

C6 dura kiém Ién. “Toi qua mét moi vi ctr i so hii ong rd1.”

Deimos tén cong, nhung Clarisse tranh dugc n. C6 4y budc loang choang nhung khong ngi.

“Ngwoi khong phai a Ares,” Clarisse noi. “Nguwoi tham chi khong phai i mot chién binh t5t.”

Deimos cau nhau voi sy thét vong, Khi hiin ta tAn cong lan nita, Clarisse da sin sang. C6 4y tudc vii khi va ddm manh vao vai hin ta — khong sau, nhung
du dé lam dau mot vi than.

Hin ta tru Ién ddy dau dén va bat dau phét sang,

“Nhin sang huong khac!” t6i ndi véi Clarisse.

Ching t6i dua mit minh sang huéng khac khi Deimos nd tung trong anh sang mau vang — hinh déng than thanh thit s - va bién mt.
Chuing t6i chi ¢6 mdt minh cting v6i nhitng con dé non ciia s6 thi, dang tim iy 4o quéan ciia ching t6i, tim kiém do an vat.

Chiéc md-t6 phai duoc dura vé ¢d xe ngya.

Clarisse than trong nhin t6i. C6 Ay phti rom va md hoi ra khoi mit. “Cau khong nhin thiy diéu d6. Cau khong nhin thiy bét cir diéu gi ca.”
Toi cudi toe toét. “Céu da lam that t5t.”

C6 4y nhin 1én bau trdi, dang chuyén dan sang méu do phia sau nhing ngon cAy.

“Hay leo lén xe ngyra,” Clarisse néi. “Chiing ta van con c6 mot quing duong dai phai di.”

Mot vai phit sau, ching t6i da dén duoc Tram pha Déo Staten va nhé ra mdt diéu that hién nhién: ching t6i dang ¢ trén mot hon dao. Con pha khong
chuyén chd xe. Hay c0 xe ngwa. Hay xe mo-to.

“Tuyét,” Clarisse lim bdm “Chung ta am gi bay gio? Léi cai thir ny bang qua Cau Verrazano sao?”

Ca hai ching t6i deu biét khong con nhiéu thoi gian. C6 nhing cay cau dé di dén Brooklyn va New Jersey, nhung cach nay hay cach kia déu s& mat
nhiéu diéu khién cd xe ngwa quay tr6 lai Manhattan, ngay ca khi ching toi c6 thé lira d6i moi ngurdi nghif rang né chi i mot chiéc xe binh thudng,

Nhung rdi t6i chot ndy ra y tuéng, “Ching ta s& di theo dudng thing.”
Clarisse cau may. “Y cu I sa0?”
Toi nhim mt lai va bt dau tp trung, “Léi thing vé phia trude. Dindo!”

Clarisse qua tuyét vong dén ndi ¢ ching ngan ngai diéu gi. C6 dy hét Ién, “Hiya!” va quét manh vao nhimg con ngwa. Ching lao thing vao nude. Toi



tudng tuong ra nurde bién bién thanh vat tl}é rén, nhitng con séng trd thanh mit bé mit rdn chéc sudt ca con duong di dén Manhattan. C6 Xe ngya chién
tranh cudi trén nhitng con sdng, hoi th boc Itra cua nhitng con ngyra tda khdi xung quanh chiing t6i, va ching t6i di trén nhitng con séng thang tien dén
Cang New York.

Ching t6i dén Pier 86 ngay khi mit troi Bin chuyén dan sang méu tia. Con tau Intrepid USS, dén tho ctia thin Ares, 1 mot birc turdng kim logi mau xam
khong 106 trurde mit ching t6i, boong danh cho may bay trén tau san bay rai rac may bay chién d4u va méy bay truc thing, Ching t6i dd b xe ngwa &
cu thang Ién xudng, va toi nhay ra ngoai. Chi lan nay, toi Jay Am vui su6ng khi dwoc & trén dat lién. Tap trung vao viée giit cho ¢b xe ngwra phia trén
nhirng con séng 1 mot trong nhitng diéu kho khén nhat ma t6i da timg m. Toi kiét sirc.

“T6t hon hét t& nén roi khoi ddy trudc khi than Ares quay trd vé,” t6i noi.

Clarisse git dau. “Ong 4y 4t hin s& giét chét cu ngay khi vira nhin thiy cau.”

“Chuic mimg cau,” t6i noi. “To doan cau da vurot qua duoc ky thi 1ai xe nay.”

C6 4y quan day curong quanh tay minh. “Vé nhing gi cau d4 nhin thdy, Percy. Nhitng gi toi so hii, y toi k...”

“T6 & khong néi cho bét ctr ai.”

C6 4y nhin t6i ddy lo Fing, “Phobos c6 lam c4u sg khong?”

“C6, t& da nhin thiy trai chim trong bién lira. T4 thdy tAt ca nhimg nguoi ban dang cu xin sur gip dd clia 6, va t& khong biét phai lam gi. Trong mot
gidy, t& khong theé cir dong, Td bi té ligt. To bict diéu cau cam nhan.”

C6 4y ha thip mét xubng. “Toi, tr... toi doan minh n ndi...” Nhimng chix tiép theo duong nhur bj méic ket trong ¢b ¢6 y. T6i khong chéic da bao gio
Clarisse n6i l6i cam on trong cudc doi co ay khong,

“Dlg ndi didu d6,” t6i ndi vi co Ay.

Toi bt dau bude di, nhung ¢b Ay goi Ion. “Percy?”

“Sao?”

“Khi cau, um, théy dugc canh tugng vé nhifng ngudi ban cua cau...”

“Cau | mot trong s6 ho,” t6i cam doan véi co dy. “Nhung dimg n6i diéu d6 voi bét ctr ai khac nhé, duoc khong? Néu khong t6 s& giét cau ddy.”
Mot nu cuoi yéu 4t xuét hién trén guong niit co éy. “Géap lai cau sau.”

“Gap lai cdu san.”

Téi di thang vé phia duong ham. Hom nay 1a mdt ngdy that dai, va t6i da sn sang dé vé nha.

Ban dang doc truyén Percy Jackson Tdp 4.5: Ho So' A Than dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 2

PERCY JACKSON VA CON RONG BANG PONG

Mot con rdng c6 thé lam hong ca mbt ngdy ciia ban.

Haly tin t0i di, a m0t 4 thin, t0i phai tréi qua nhing thoi khéic t0i t& nhat. Toi da timg bj ddp, bi cao, bj ddt va bi dau doc. Toi da timg chién déu voi
nhitng con rong mdt dau, hai dau, tam dau, chin dau va ca nhitng con c6 qua nhiéu dau dén ndi néu ban ngimg dé dém ching, ban s& nhin duge mot cai
chét curc ky khoc ligt.

Nhung con qung thoi gian v6i con rong bang ddng? Toi nghif chéc chén ring nhitng ngudi ban ctia t6i va t6i s& két thic nhur Kibbles ‘n’” Dragon Bits.
Dém d6 bit dau kha don gian.

Homdo la ngay cudi cing ctia thang Sau. Toi quay trd lai tir cude truy tim gan nhét khoang hai tdn trude ddy, va cude sdng & Trai Con Lai dang quay

tr6 lai véi guong quay binh thuong, Céc thin rimg dang dudi theo cac nit thin cay. Céc con quai vat rit go trong cac khu rimg, Céc trai vién dang choi
khiim JAn nhau, va gidm ddc trai ctia ching t6i, thin Dionysus, dang bién bt cir ai khong vang 101 thanh cay bui. Nhitng chuyén thudng ngay cta trai he.
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Sau bita an t6 tAt ca cAc trai vién dang & nha an. TAt ca ching toi déu rit phén khoi vi lin Cudp Co t6i hom do sé rit 4c liét.

Dém tru’oc d6, nha ctia thin Hep1‘1aestus da tao ra duoc su 1at d6 Ion. Ho da cudp dugce co tir nhé’cfla thin Ares — voi su giip d& cua toi, cam on rat
nhiéu — diéu d6 c6 nghia 13 nha than Ares s& bi ha nhyc. Um... ho lu6n ha nhuc nguoi khic, nhung t0i nay lai dic biét.

Pl‘n'a d61 xanh gémnhé thg‘?m Hephaestus, thin Apg]lo, thin Hermes, va t61— a thin duy nhét thg@c nha thin P0§eidon Tin xau Ia, nha nit thin Athena va
than Ares — ca hai nha thn chién tranh — s& d6i dau voi ching t61 & d6i do, ctng voi nha nir than Aphrodite, than Dionysus va nit than Demeter. Nha nit
than Athena giit 14 co khac, va ban t6i Annabeth 1a d6i trudng ctia ho.

Annabeth khong phai 1 nguoi mé ban mudn am ke thi

Negay trude cude thi dau, ¢ 4y di vé phia t6i. “Nay, Oc Téo Bién.”

“Cau ngimg viéc goi t6 nhur thé duoc khong?”

C0 ay biét 10 ghét cai tén d6, phan I6n vi i khong tim ra duoc 161 ndo hay ho dé phén bac lai. C6 4y a con gii cia it thén Athena, diéu d6 khong
mang lai cho t6i nhieu sy kién. “Pau cti” va “Co6 Gai Uyén Than1” 1a nhitng 101 si nhuc nham chan.

“T6 biét cau thich cai tén d6 ma.” C6 dy dAm manh vao vai t6i, nhung t6i doan hanh dong do6 thé hién tinh ban, nhung c6 4y dang méic toan bd bd giap
Hy Lap, vi thé n6 kha 1a dau. D6i miat xam ctia c6 ay sang lap lanh bén dudi chiec mil sat. Mai toc dudi ngua vang dng cuia ¢6 dy quén lai mot bén vai
Chang may ai trong xinh trong bo 4o giap tran, nhung Annabeth thi khac.

“N6i cho ciu diéu nay.” Co éy ha tlﬁp giong Xuéng, “Bon t s& tiéu diét cau vao toi nay, nhung néu cau chon mdt vi tri an toan... nhu & hong nti bén
phai, vi du thé... Té chac cau s€ khong bi danh qua nhiew.”

“Gee, camon,” t6i ndi, “nhung t& choi dé gianh chién thang,”
Co6 ay mim cuoi. “Gap lai cdu ¢ tran chién nhé.”

C6 y di vé phia dong ddi ctia minh, tt ca déu dang cudi I6n va dénh tay voi ¢ dy. Toi chua bao gid nhin thiy ¢6 4y hanh phiic nhur thé, nhur thé cohoi
d4nh bai t6i 1 didu tot nhdt ma c6 Ay timg co

Beckendorfbudc dén voi mil sit bén dudi tay anh dy. “C6 dy thich cau ddy, anh ban.”

“Chic rdi,” t6i Am bam. “C6 éy thich em vi myc ti€u luyén tap.”

“Khong, ho ludn 1am thé. Mot ngudi con gai bit ddu mubn giét cau, cu biét ¢o Ay say mé cau.”

“Nghe ¢6 vé dung qua nhi.”

Beckendorf nhiin vai. “Anh biét nhiéu vé diéu d6. Cau nén mdi co dy dén 18 hoi phio hoa.”

T6i khong thé ndi lidu anh Ay ¢6 nghiém tiic khong. Beckendorf la nguoi dimg dAu nha than Hephaestus. Anh 4y | mdt anh chang to I6n v6i mot cai nhin
cau c6 thudng trye, co bap nhu mot cau thi nha nghe va hai ban tay bj chai san do Bmriét trong cac 1o rén. Anha 4y vira m6i durge murdi tam tudi va
dang chuén bj theo hoc & N'YU vao mia hé. Vianh 4y 1 ngudi Ion tudi hon, t6i thuong Fing nghe vé nhitng diéu nhé nhét, nhung ¥ tuéng vé viée moi
Annabeth dén 1€ hoi phao hoa vao ngiy I& quoc khach ming 4 thang 7 & bai bién — nhur, mot sw kién hen ho 16n nhét clia mila hé — khién da day t6i Ion
nhao.

RO Silena Beauregard, nguoi dimg dAu nha nit than Aplhrodite, dingang qua. Beckendorf da khong gidu giém gi chuyén phai long o ay trong ba ndm
C6 4y c6 méi toc den dai va doi mét ndu I6n, va khi ¢ ay di ngang qua, céc chang trai deu cham chi nhin theo. C6 ay noi, “Chic may man, Charlie.”
(Chua bao gid ¢6 ai goi Beckendorf bing tén.) C6 4y né mdt nu cudi twoi 16i voi anh Ay va di dén gia nhdp cing v6i d6i Annabeth.

“U...” Beckendorf nuét nhur thé anh 4y quén cach dé tho.

T6i d4nh vio vai anh dy. “Cam on vi 1 khuyén, anh ban. Rt vui vi anh rit ¢6 kinh nghiém v& con gai va moi diéu. i théi. Ching ta di vao rimg thoi.”
skskesk

Di nhién, Beckendorfva t6i dam nhin cong viéc nguy hiém nhat.

Trong khi nha thin Apollo 1am nhi€m vy phong thi véi cung tén ctia ho, nha thﬁq Hermes s&€ dam nhan nhiém vu danh lac huéng dbitha o giita rung,
Trong khi do, Benkengiorf va t0i s& theo d&i quanh suon tréi, xac dinh cd ctia doi tht, danh bat nhitng ngudi bao V¢, va lay co quay trd lai lanh dia ctia
chiing t6i. Pon gian the thoi.

Tai sao lai 1a suron nii bén trai?

“Vi Annabeth mudn em di v& phia bén phai,” t6i n6i véi Beckendorf, “diéu d6 c6 nghia 1 c6 dy khong muén ching ta di vé phia bén trai.”



Beckendorf dong y véi toi. “Hay trang bi d6 ndo.”

Anh 4y dang lam mot loai vii khi bi mat danh cho hai ching t6i — b 4o giap bang ddng c6 thé bién d6i miu sic dé hoa 1An v6i bdi canh. Néu ching toi
dimg trrde nii d4, giap che ngwe, mil sét va khién ctia chiing t6i bién thinh mau x4m Néu ching t6i dimg truée mot bui cay, lop kim loai bién thanh mau
xanh 1a. N6 khong that sy vo hinh, nhung chiing t6i s€ c6 dugc mdt vo boc hoan hao, it nhAt I tir dangxa

“Céi thtr ndy mit rat nhiéu thoi gian dé rén,” Beckendorf canh bao t6i. “Dumg im hong no!”

“Pa biét, doi truong,”

Beckendorf cau nhau. Toi ¢6 thé noi anh Ay thich duge goi I “ddi trrong”. Toan bd trai vién nha thin Hephaestus chic ching ti may mn, va ching toi
Ién vao ring, ngay lap tire bién thanh mau ndu va xanh lyc phtt hop véi mau ciy.

Ching t6i di bing qua con song nho duge xem nhu ranh gidi ctia hai doi. Ching t6i nghe tiéng d4nh nhau ¢ déng xa — tiéng kiém va cham vao khién. Toi
nhin thoang qua anh sang ttr mdt vai loai vii khi phép thuat, nhung chung t6i khong thay mot ai.

“Khong c6 ngudi bao vé bién gidi sao?” Beckendorf thi thim. “That ky la.”

“Qué ty tin,” 101 dodn. Nhung t6i cam thy hoi lo ing. Annabeth & mdt nha chién luge day kinh nghiém. C6 4y khong phai B mot ngudi tly tién trong
viéc phong thi, ngay ca khi ddi cd ay nhiéu nguoi hon doi ching toi.

Chiing t6i di vao inh dia ctia ddi thiv. Toi biét ching t6i phai voi vang, vi doi ching t6i dang choi mot tro choi khong cén siic, va tro choi nay s& nhanh
chong két thiic. Nhitng dira tré nha thin Apollo s& nhanh chéng tan cong sang phan linh th ciia ching toi khong sém thi muon thoi. Nha than Ares ciing
s€ khong bi chdm lai boi nhitng diéu nho nhat nhur i tén.

Ching ti bd men theo gbe ctia céc cdy sdi. Toi gan nhur dung dimg ca ngudi khi khuon mit ctia mot ¢6 gai 16 ra tir thin cy. “Shoo!” ¢d 4y ndi, rdi bién
mat sau Iop vo cay.

“Nit thn cdy,” Beckendorf can nhén. “Thét hay gian doi.
“Khong phéi thé ma!” mot giong ndi nghet lai phat ra tir cay.

Ching t6i tiép tuc di. Thét kh6 dé noi chinh xéc noi ching toi dang 6. Mot vai cdt mdc nhd ra, nhur dong song va cée vach da va mot vai cdy thit sy co
xura, nhung ring cdy thudng di chuyén vong quanh. Toi doan céc linh hon thién nhién dang thao thirc. Cac con duodng thay doi. Céc cdy di chuyén vi tri.

R&i dot nhién ching t6i dang ¢ ria ctia khu rimg, Toi biét chiing t6i dang gip réc rdi khi t6i thdy ngon nii dat toi.
“Than Hephaestus linh thiéng,” Beckendorf thi thim. “Ngon doi Kién.”

Toi mudn i lai va bo chay. Toi chura bao @ity nhin thity Neon doi Kién truée ddy, nhung t0i da nghe nhimg cau chuyén tir céc trai vién Ion hon. U dat
cao gan dinh ngon cdy — cao it nhat bon tang, Cac mit ctia nd 16 cho cac duong ham, va bo lic nhic vao va ra tir cac dudng ham do 14 hang ngan con...

“Myrmekes,” toi thi thim.

D6 1a tir Hy Lap c6 ctia tir “con kién””, nhung nhing diéu nay con nhiéu y nghia hon nhitng gi n6 thé hién. Ching s& lam cho nhig ngudi hity diét Ién con
dau tim mt thoi.

Con Myrmekes c6 kich thudc ctia nhimg con ctru Bire. Vo ctia ching dugc vii trang sang lp Iinh mau do tuoi. Doi méit ching ¢6 mau den, tron, nho

va sang, ham trén sic bén c6 thé cat va dép. Mot sd ching tha nhitng canh cay. Mot s6 tha nhitng miéng thit twoi ma t6i the sur khong muén biét. Hau
hét ching déu tha nhimg miéng kim loai — 40 gio cii, kiém, dia dyng thirc an ma bang cach ndo d6 tim dwoc cach xudt hién & ngoai nay tir nha dn. Mot
con kién dang tha mdt ca-pd xe hoi thé thao méu den bong loang,

“Ching yéu thich kim loai sang ch6i,” Beckendorf thi thdm “Dc biét miu vang. Anh timg nghe néi trong t6 ching ¢6 nhiéu vang hon ca Fort Knox.”
Anh ay n6i voi vé ghen ti.

“Dlmg bao gior nghi v& didu do,” t6i ni.

“Anh ban, anh khong m thé,” anh dy hira. “Chiing ta héy ra khoi day khi ching ta...”
Do6i mét anh 4y mo on.
Céch d6 muoi immét, hai con kién dang ¢ ging tha mdt méng kim loai lon vé& phia t ching. N6 ¢6 kich thude ciia mjt cdi ti lanh, tat ca déu co méu
vang va dong sang lap 14 voi nhitng u va chop ky la 6 mot bén va mot chim déy 16 ra tir bén dudi. R6i khi nhirng con kicn lan cac vét qua, va t6i nhin
thay mot khudn mat.

T6i gan nhur nhéy dyng Ién. “D6 1 mot...”



“Shhh!”” Beckendorf'kéo t6i Iti vao bui cay.

“Nhung dé la...”

“DAu rong,” anh 4y ndi trong sur so' hai. “Dng vdy, anh da thy no.”

Cai mii ctia n6 dai biing cor thé t0i. Céi miéng ciia n6 dang hé mo, cho théy nhimg chiée réing kim loai, nhur ciia con c4 mép. Da cta n6  sur két hop cta
16p vay mau vang va dong, miit ctia n6 l nhimg vién ngoc ruby to bang nam tay cta toi. Cai dau nhu thé vira bi chat ra khoi co the - bi nhai boi ham cva
nhitng con kién. Céc soi day bi tudc vo va xoan tt.

Chiéc dAu 4t han ciing rat ning, vi nhitng con kién dang c6 ging, di chuyén n6 chi mdt vai phan voi mdi lin kéo.

“Néu chiing kéo né 1én doi,” Beckendorfnoi, “nhitng con kién khac s& gitip ching. Chiing ta phai ngin chiing lai.”

“Gi chr?” t6i hoi. “Tai sao?”

“D6 I d4u hiu tir than Hephaestus. Di nao!”

To6i khong biét anh 4y dang néi gi, nhung t6i chura bao gids nhin thay Beckendorfkién quyét nhur thé. Anh Ay chay hét toc e doc theo ria ctia canh rimg
thura, 40 gidp clia anh ay hoa trdn voi mau clia cdy ring.

Khi ti chuin bi dudi theo thi c6 cai gi d6 séc va lanh ap sat vao cd toi.
“Ngac nhién khong?”” Annabeth ndi, ngay sét bén toi. C6 y &t phai dang doi chiéc mil Yankees ma thuét, vi ¢ Ay hoan toan vo hinh.

T6i cd di chuyén, nhung cd 4y 4n con dao vao bén dudi cam toi. Silena xuat hign 1 phia ngoai khu rimg, kiém duoc 1t ra khoi vo. Ao gidp nha nir thin
Aphrodite ¢ mau hdng va d6, miu sic hop v6i mau 4o quin va trang diém. C6 4y trong nhu mdt bip bé Barbie Chién tranh Du Kich.

“Lam t6t lim” ¢6 Ay n6i voi Annabeth.

Mot ban tay vo hinh tich thu kiém ctia t6i. Annabeth By mii ra khoi dau va xuét hién trude mit t6i, nd mdt nu cudi tw mén. “That d& dé theo dudi cac
chang trai. Ho con 6n ao hon ca mdt con Minotaur bi trong tu

Khuon mt t6i nong bimg, Toi ¢d nhd i, hy vong t0i da khong noi bt cir dicu gi gy xau h. Chura ké dén vige Silena va Annabeth da Fing nghe ching
t61 khong biet trong bao lau.

“Cau Ia thnhin ctia bon t6,” Annabeth thong bao. “Hay di bét Beckendorfva...”

“Beckendorf!” Trong mjt phén gidy t6i da quén anh & 4y, nhung anh 4y van dang tién vé phia truge — theo hudng cua du rdng. Anh 4y chic chin cach
day muroi hai mét. Anh 4y da khong chu y gi dén cac co gai, su that [ t6i da khong hd tro anh Ay.

“Pindo!” t61 ndi vdi Annabeth.

Co éy kéo t6i lai. “Cau nghi cdu di dau vy, ti nhan?”’

“Nhin nay!”

C6 4y nhin ra phia khoang rimg thua va trong lin dau tién ¢6 4y dudng nhu nhén ra noi ching t6i dang &. “Oi, thin Zeus...”

Beckendorf nhay vao cira ra vao va tan cong mot con kién. Thanh klem ctia anh 4y kéu leng keng trén mai cua nd. Con kién quay lai, dop anh & 4y bang
cang ctia no. Trude khi t0i c6 thé goi to béo cho anh 4 4y, con kién da cin vao chan ciia Beckendorf khlen anh Ay sum nguoi xuong trén nyit dat. Con
kién thir hai phun chét nhon vao mét anh 4y, va Beckendorf gio thét day dau don. Anh Ay tha kiém xubng va dap manh vao nit ctia minh.

Toi lao t6i trurde, nhung Annabeth d3 kéo 6i lai. “Khong.”

“Charlie!” Silena hét lon.

“Khong!” Annabeth rit én. “Pa qua tré rdil”

“Cau dang n6i gl thé?” t6i giing hoi ¢o dy. “Ching ta phai...”

R ti nhén ra ¢6 nhiéu con kién hon dang tu lai quanh Beckendorf— muoi, hai muroi con. Ching chdp vao 4o giép va tha anh &y vé phia doi nhanh dén
ndi anh dy lrdt nhanh vao cac duong ham va bién mat.

“Khong!” Silena ddy Annabeth ra. “Cau dé ching bt Charlie!”

“Khong c6 thoi gian dé tranh i d4u,” Annabeth n6i. “Di thoil”



To1 nghi c6 éy s& dan dau ching t6i trong cude thn cong vao t6 kién dé ctru Beckendorf, nhung thay vi lam thé, c6 4y lai chay vé phia chiéc dau rong ma
nhig con kién da quén trong gidy lat. Co ay tim Iy dau day dién clia n6 va kéo nd vé phia cac canh rirng,

“Cau dang am gi thé?” t6i ging hoi c6 dy. “Anh Beckendorf..”

“Givp t6,” Annabeth lau bau. “Nhanh, trude khi chiing quay trd lai.”

“O4, thanh than oi,” Silena néi. “Cau lo Fing cho cai dong kim loai nay hon ca Charlie sao?”

Annabeth quay nguoi lai va lac vai minh. “Nghe nay, Silena! Chiing 1 nhirng con Myrmekes. Ching gidng nhur nhimg con kién phun kra vay, thim chi
con t& hon mot trdm lan. Vét cin ctia ching c6 chét doc. Ching phun acid. Ching lién lac voi tat ca nhitng con kién khac va tu lai thanh bay dé tan cong
bat cir thir gi de doa ching. Néu ching ta x6ng vao do dé gitip anh Beckendorf, chiing ta cting s& bi kéo Iubn vao trong do. Ching ta s& can sy giip d&
- that nhiéu su giip dd - d€ doat lai anh ay. Gio, hdly ndm lay mot vai cai dy dién va kéo!”

Toi khong biét Annabeth dy tinh am diéu gi, nhung t0i da ciing ¢6 dy phiéu hru du Fu dé biét duge ¢d 4y ¢6 1Y do chinh déng cho nhitng gi c6 dy dang
lam Ca ba ching t6i kéo cai dau rong kim loai vao rimg. Annabeth khong dé chiing t6i dimg lai cho dén khi ching t6i ¢ cach bia rimg muroi lm met.
RAi chiing t61 d6 sup ngudi xuong, ngudi day md hoi va thd doc.

Silena bt dau khoc. “Anh 4y t hin da chét.”

“Khong dau,” Annabeth néi. “Chiing s& khong giét anh 4y ngay. Chiing ta c6 khoang nira tiéng nira.”

“Sao cau biét duoc didu d6?” 61 hoi

“Té da doc vé Myrmekes. Ching am t€ liét con mdi dé ching mém di trude khi...”

Silena nire nd. “Ching ta phai ctru anh 4y!”

“Silena,” Annabeth n6i. “Chiing ta s& ctru anh Ay, nhung t& can ciu kiém ché. D6 chinh i cach.”

“Hay goi thém céc trai vién khac,” t61 ndi, “hodc bac Chiron. Bac Chiron biét phai lam didu a.”

Annabeth lic dau. “Ho dang & rai rac khap khu rimg. Vao thoi diém chung ta tap hop duoc moi nguoi dén day, dén lic do da a qua mudn. Ngodira,
toan bo trai s& khong manh dén ndi dé xam chiém Poi Kién.”

“Thé thi cai gi

Annabeth chi v& phia ddu con rong,

“Puge rdi,” t6i ndi. “Cau s& doa nhitng con kién d6 v6i mdt con rdi kim loai Ion sa0?”
“N6 13 mdt nguoi may.”

Piéu do clng chang khién t6i cam thay t6t hon. Ngudi méy l nhirng con robot bang dong ma thuat duroc thin Hephaestus tao ra. Hau hét ching déu la
nhitng ¢ méy giét ngudi dién cudng, va ching i nhimg con xinh nhét.

“Thé thi sa0?” t6i noi. “N6 chi i phn ddu. N6 da bi hong.”

“Percy, day khong phai 1 bat ctr ngurdi miy ndo,” Annabeth néi. “N6 L con rong bang dong. Cau chira bao gior nghe chuyén vé n6 sao?”’

T6i ngy ngudi nhin ¢b dy. Annabeth da & trai u hon t6i rét nhidu. C6 4y chéic con biét hang dbng chuyén ma t6i khong hé biét.

Do6i mit Silena mo Ion. <Y cau 1 ngudi bao vé ¢b d6 sao? Nhung do6 chi 1 truyén thuyét ma thoi.”

“Whoa,” t6i noi.

Annabeth hit tht sdu. “Percy, vao nhiing ngay trude khi ¢6 céy cua Thalia — quay trd lai trude ngay trai c6 ranh gioi phép thudt dé ngan chan cac quai
vt — cac c6 van trai c0 thir tat ca cac cach khac nhau dé€ bao vé chinh ho. Cai ndi tiéng nhét chinh la con réng bang dong. Nha than Hephaestus da tao
ra no voi 101 chiic phuc tir cha minh. Voi sy hung dit va stc manh, n6 da bao vé€ trai qua hon mdt thip ky. Va r6i... cdch day murdi lim nam, n6 bién mat
vao rung.”

“Va cAu nghil day 1 d4u ctia n sao?”

“N phii la thé! Nhirng con Myrmekes at héin & dao n6 kn khi ching tim kiém kim loai quy gia. Ching khong thé di chuyén toan b, vi thé ching nhai
dut cai dau. Phan co thé khong thé cach xa day.”

“Nhung ching da nhai dit n6. N6 da trd nén vo dung,”



“Khong nhat thiét.” Doi méit Annabeth nheo ki, va t6i ¢ thé noi by néo ciia ¢6 dy dang im viée ngoai g, “Ching ta ¢6 thé p rap lai n6. Néu ching ta
c6 thé khoi dong no...”

“Ché da,” t6i ndi. “Sao c6 nhidu tir néu thé. Néu ching ta tim thiy n6, néu ching ta c6 thé phuc hdi lai sy hoat dong ctia né dung Itic,6 s& gitp ching ta.
Caunoi con vat ndy da bien mat mudi nam trude day sao?”

Annabeth gat dau. “Mot vai ngudi noi dong co ctia n6 bj hao mon vi thé n6 tur di vao rimg dé tur immit di c4c chirc niing ctia chinh minh. Hoge viée p
trinh ctia n6 bi nhidu. Khong ai biét r3.”

“Caumudn lép rap lai mt con r6ng kim loai bi nhiéu sao?”

“Ching ta phai thir!”” Annabeth néi. “No 1a hy vong duy nhét ctia anh Beckendorf! Ngoai ra, né 6 thé 1 d4u hiéu tir thin Hephaestus. Con rong s&
muon giip mdt trong so nhitng dira con cua than Hephaestus, Beckendorf's& mudn chiing ta thi.”

Toi khong thich y turong d6. Mt khac, 61 khong c6 batcr y tudng nio t6t hon né. Ching t6i dang can dan thoi gian, va Silena trong nhur thé ¢o Ay s&
cam thdy dau budn néu ching t6i khong nhanh chong aim mdt diéu gi d6. Beckendorf da n6i dicu gi @6 vé mdt dau hi¢u dén tir than Hephaestus. C6 thé
i 14 thoi diém dé timra.

“Puge 161, 161 n6i. “Ching ta hdy di tim con réng khong dau nao.”

Chuing t6i tim i, hodc c6 thé sur viée s& tlen trién nhu thé, vi trong toan b0 thoi gian, t0i clr trong tuong vé hinh anh Beckendorf ¢ trong Dbi Kién, s¢
haii va & iét, trong khi mdt dam sinh vat sdng duoc vil trang bu quanh anh 4y, chd cho ngudi anh iy mémra.

Khong kho dé theo ddu ctia nhing con kién. Chiing da kéo 1& cai dau rong xuyén qua canh rimg, tao thanh mot vét lin sau trén nit dat bim, va ching t6i
da kéo dau rong quay tr¢ lai con duong ma nd da timg di.

Ching t6i phéi di gan mdt phin tur ctia dm — va t6i bt dau lo Fing vé thoi gian — thi Annabeth chot néi, “Di immortales.”

Ching t6i di dén ria mdt miéng hé - nhur mdt cai gi d6 da amnd tung mot 15 6 kich thude mdt can nha trén mit dét clia khu rimg, Cac méit h6 tron
truot va rai réc cac re cdy. Dau vet cia nhitng con kien dan den ddy miéng ho, noi mot dong kim loai 1on lap Iinh xuyén qua I6p dat. Cac day dién nho
Ién tir phan dong con lai.

“Cb ctia con rong,” t6i ndi. “Cau nghi nhitng con kién da tao ra c4i hd ndy sao?”

Annabeth lc dau, “Trong giong véi mit vu nd sao bang hon...”

“Than Hephaestus,” Silena n6i. “Than da dao n6 1én, than Hephaestus mu6n ching ta tim ra con rong. Ong 4y mudn Charlie duoc...”” C6 4y nghen 1oi.
“Di thoi,” t6i n6i. “Hay ndi lai anh ching x4u tinh nay.”

Viée dua du rong )qléng dudi ddy I diéu that d& dang N6 lin nhio xudng bén dudi va danh manh vao phén cd v6i mot tiéng BONK! vang I6n ctia
kimloai. Viéc gan két n6 lai con kho khan hon.

Chung t6i khong c6 dung cu va khong c¢6 kinh nghiém gi.

Annabeth nghich v& van v6i cac soi ddy dién va chiri ria bang tiéng Hy Lap 6. “Chiing ta cin Beckendorf. Anh 4y c¢6 thé m diéu ndy chi can mot vai
gay.”

“Chéang phai me c4u 14 nit than ctia céc nha sang ché sa0?” toi hoi.

Annabeth liéc nhin t6i. “Biing thé, nhung IAn nay thi khac. Té chi gioi vé cac ¥ tuong, Khong phai vé co hoc.”

“Néu t& phai chon mdt ngudi ndo do trén thé gidi ny gin lai du t6,” t61 n6i, “td s& chon cau.”

Toi chot bude miéng n6i ra didu d6 — chi @& mang lai cho ¢6 Ay thém s t tin, t6i doan thé - nhung ngay 1p tire t6i nhdn ra n6 nghe kha 1 ngu ngdc.
“Eo oi...” Silena khit khit va lau mét minh. “Percy, diéu d6 that ngot ngao.”

Annabeth do mat. “Immiéng, Silena. Pua cho té cay dao gam cta cau.”

Toi so Annabeth s& ding n6 dam t6i. Thay vao d6, 6 4y ding n6 nhu mit cai tua-vit d&& mo bang & ¢ con rong. “O ddy chiang ¢6 gi ca,” ¢b Ay noi.
Va ¢b Ay bat dau ndi cac ddy dién dong celestial lai voi nhau.

Viée d6 mit rat nhidu thoi gian. Qua nhiéu thoi gian.

Toi wée trd Cudp Co gior da két thic. Toi tyr hoi cac trai vién khac s& sém nhén ra ching t6i mét tich va di tim chiing t6i nhur thé ndo. Néu sy tinh toan
cta Annabeth I3 chinh x4c (va chiing thudng ding), Beckendorf chic chan chi con nam hay nuroi phit trude khi nhitng con kién &n anh ay.



Cu01 cing Annabeth cling dimg ddy va tho ra. Boi tay ¢6 4y xay xat va day bin. Cac dau mong tay ctia c6 Ay bi hong ning, C6 mdt vét ndu trén trén co
4y vi con rong quyét dinh phun nhét vao co Ay.

“Puoc 101, ¢d 4y ndi. “Da xong, Té nghi...”

“Cau nghi?” Silena hoi.

“N6 phai xong,” t6i noi. “Chiing ta d& hét thoi gian. Cau, trm, lim thé ndo dé khoi dong nd? N6 c6 nit khoi dong hay bat cir cai gi khac khong?”
Annabeth chi vao d6i mét méu do ruby ctia né. “Ching chuyén dong theo chiéu kim dong hd. Té doan ching ta co thé quay ching.”

“Néu ai d6 xoén cau it ciia t6, t&'s& thirc tinh,” t61 dong ¥ v6i Annabeth. “VAy néu né ndi dién voi ching ta thi sao?”’

“Thé... thi ching ta s& chét,” Annabeth noi.

“Tuyét,” t6i n6i. “T6 da chudn bj tinh thin.”

Cing nhau, ching ti xoay doi it ruby ciia con 1ong. Ngay lp tirc ching bat QQu phat sang. Annabeth va t6i I lai qua nhanh nén ching t6i da nga
chdng Ién nhau. Miéng con rong ha ra, nhur theé dang kiém tra ham ctia nd. Cai dau quay lai va nhin ching t6i. Hoi mrdc phun ra tir tai nd, va né co ding
day.

Khind phat hign n6 khong thé di chuyén, con rong duong nhur bdi rdi. N6 vénh dau 1én va nhin cham chi vao 16p dat. Cubi cling, né ciing nhn ra né
dang bi chon trong d4t. C6 n6 cang ra mot lan, hai lan... va phan dat & gita miéng hd duge phun lén.

Con rong ling ting kéo chinh minh ra khoi mit dét, Fic dong dat bin ra khoi co thé n6 theo cach mdt con ché hay lam, khién dat roi xudng trén ching t6i
tr déu dén chan. Con ngudi may qué tuyét voi dén ndi khong ai trong ching t6i c6 thé cat o1, Y t6i 4, chic chdn né cAn mdt chuyén di dén noi rira xe,

VA van con mot vii soi dy dién nhii ra & chd nay chd kia, nhung plnn than ctia con rong thét kinh ngac — nhw mot c4i thing cong nghé cao vai nhimg cai
chan. Céc bé mit cta 6 dugc bao boc boi nhimg Iop vai bang dong va vang, dugc namda quy. Chéan cta nd ¢6 kich thude cia mot than cay, va ban

chan n6 c6 mong vudt bang thép. N6 khong c6 canh — hiu hét cac con rong Hy Lap déu khong c6 — nhung né c6 cai dudi dai bing co thé chinh, 6
kich thude ctia mdt chiée xe buyt ché hoc sinh. C6 16 kéu cot ket va nd 1p bop khi né huréng dau lén troi va thdi mot cot lira mirng chién thing

“Um...” t6i n6i v6i mot giong cuc ky nho. “N6 van hoat dong.”

K 16 nghe nhing gi t0i noi. DOi mt ruby d6 chiéu thang vao ti, va n6 dua miii nd dén céch mt t6i khodng néim phan. Theo bén néing, t0i vi tay dén
thanh kiém ctia minh.

“Con rong, ngimg lai!”” Silena hét lon. Toi ngac nhién la giong c6 4y van tot nhu thé. Co Ay néi véi giong ra lénh nén con ro-bdt da hudng sy cha ¥ ciia
minh vé phia c6 ay.

Silena nudt xudng ddy so hii. “Chiing ta d4nh thirc ngwoi ddy dé bao vé trai. Ngwoi nhé khong? D6 chinh 1 cong viée ctia nguoil”

Conrong nghiéng dAu sang mot bén nhur thé n6 dang suy nghi vay. T6i doan Silena dang c6 co hdi ndm muroi-ndm muroi dugc nd tung bang fra. Toi
dang xem xét dén viée nhiy lén co de lamno phan tam, thi Sllena 16i, “Charles Beckendorf, con trai ctia thin Hephaestus, dang gip réc réi. Loai
Myrmekes d bt anh dy. Anh 4y can sur gitip do clia nguoi.”

Khi nghe tir Hephaestus, ¢6 con rong théng dtmg ddy. M6t con ring minh lan khiip co thé kim loai ctia n6, tao thanh mdt con mira bin moi Ién khip
nguoi chiing toi.

Con rdng nhin quanh, nhur thé dang c6 tim kiém ke this
“Chiing ta phéi chi cho no,” Annabeth n6i. “Bi ndo, rdng! Puong niy dan dén con trai ctia thin Hephaestus! Di theo ching ta ndo!”
Ctr nhur thé, 6 Ay Ay kiém ctia minh ra, va ca ba ching t6i leo ra khoi c4i hd dét d6.

“Vi thin Hephaestus!” Annabeth hét Ién, cAu ndi d6 thét ¢6 tac dung. Ching t0i di bing qua cénh rimg, Khi toi nhin ra phia sau ching toi, con rong béng
dong van di ngay sau lung, d6i mat mau dé ctia nd phat sang va hoi nude phun ra tir 16 miii ctia n6.

D6 chinh 1 mot 1i khuyén khich tuyét voi dé gitip chay nhanh hon khi ching t6i huréng vé phia Doi Kién.

Khi ching t6i dén bia rimg, con rong dudng nhu bt duge mii ctia Beckendorf. N6 lin nhanh vé phia trurée, chiing ti phéi nhéy tranh khoi dudng di cia
nd dé tranh bi dé bep. N6 x€ nat cay trong ring, cac khop kéu cot ket, hai chén tao thanh cac ho trén mit dat.

N6 tan cong thing vao D01 Kién. Pau tién, cac con Myrmekes da khong biét chuyén gi dang xay ra. Con rong giam Ién mdt vai con, gidm bep ching
thanh mrdc ép bo. Thé rdi mang ledi ngoai cam ctia ching dudng nhur sang 1én: Con rong I6n. Xau!

”l}“it ca cac con kién dang ¢ ria rimg ddng thoi quay lai va bao quanh con rong. C6 thém nhiéu con kién déu tia ra tir ngon d6i — hang trim con. Con
rong phun Itra va khién ching hoang so rit hui. Ai biét dugce kien dé bat ra? Nhung nhi€u con hon nita van dang tién dén.



“Vao bén trong, ngay bay gio!” Annabeth néi véi ching t6i. “Khi ching tip trung vao con rong!”

Silena dan dAu cudc tin cong, day i lan dAu tién t6i di theo con ctia nir thin Aplhrodite trong mdt trdn chién. Ching t6i chay bang qua nhiimg con kién,
nhung ching 1o chiing t6i di. Vimét vai ly do nao d6 chimg duodng nhur nghi rang con rong 13 moi de doa 16n hon. Hay nghi xem.

Ching t6i lao vao duonghamgannhat v toi gan nhur nonklnnwnmhmthcntrongdo Khong c6 gi, y 61 la khong c6 g, thmhonto ctia nhiing con
kién khong 1. Toi c6 thé n6i 1 ching dé cho thirc in ctia chiing thbi trde khi dn nd. Mot nguoi ndo d6 can nghiém tic day ching vé ti lanh.

Quéng dudng bén trong cta ching t6i la nhiing duong ham I mo t6i om va céc 6 trong day nAm mdc duge bao phii bang vo cuia nhimg con kién gia va
cac bé phan. Nhing con kién lao ngang qua ching t6i trén dudng tham chién, nhung chiing t6i chi viéc bude sang mbt bén va dé ching di qua. Anh séng
ddng le 16i tir thanh kiém ctia t6i gitp ching t6i c6 anh sang khi di siu hon vao trong to.

“Nhin kia!” Annabeth noi.

Téi liéc nhin vao can phong canh bén, va trai tim toi nhu ngirng dép. Treo tir trAn nha nhitng chiée boc nhdp nhap, khé)ng 16 - 4u tring kién, ti doé.q -
nhung céi d6 khong thu hit sur chi y clia t6i. Trén san hang chat dong tién vang, da quy, va céac loai chiu bau khac — mil sat, kiém, cac loai nhac cy, do
trang strc. Chiing phat sang theo cach cac vat co ma thuat thuong cd.

“D6 chi la mdt cin phong,” Annabeth noi. “O déy at hin phéi cé hang trim cin phong danh cho 4u tring & dudi kia duogc trang tri bing chau bau.

“Diéu d6 khong quan trong,” Silena nhén manh. “Chiing ta phai tim Charlie!””

Mot 1an dau tién khac: mdt ngudi con ctia nit thin Aphrodite khong thich thii vé @b trang strc.

Chiing t6i tién Ién phia trurde. Sau hon séu mét, ching t0i tién vao mot cai hang va n6 ¢6 mbi ¢ dén ni mili t0i nhur nglmg tho. Phén con ki ctia thirc an
cli duoce chat Q6ng cao nhu mot go cat — xuong, 5:éc khoanh thit bi 61 thlu, ca th}'rc n cil cua trai. Toi doan da cuép chat lAm tao phan va t;émtl}ﬁc an
thira cta trai O dudi day cta mot trong nhitng dong phén hiy, dang c6 gang thang ngudi ddy, k Beckendorf. Anh dy trong tht khing khicp, phén lon vi
chiéc 4o giap nguy trang gio bién thanh mau cta rac.

“Charlie!” Silena chay v& phia anh 4y va gitip anh 4y dtmg lén.

“Ta on than!” anh 4y n6i. “Chén anh... chan anh bj & liét.”

“N6 s& dan bién mit,” Annabeth noi. “Nhung bon em phai dua anh ra khoi ddy. Percy, cau hily phu trach phia bén kia ctia anh 4y.”

Silena v t6i kéo Benkendorfkn, va bon ching toi quay ra lai dudng ham. Toi ¢ thé nghe théy am thanh chién trén tir déing xa - tiéng k&o ket ctia kim
loai, tiéng gam cua lira, hang trdm con kién can va phun phi phi.

“Chuyén gi dang xay ra ngoai kia thé?”” Beckendorf hoi. Ca nguoi anh 4y cing ctmg lai. “Con rong! Céc em... d4 khong kich hoat n6 lai chir?”
“E 14 ¢6,” t6i n6i. “Vi chi c6 duy nhit cach d6 ma thoi”

“Nhung cac em khong thé chi khoi dong con ro-bdt! Cac em phai kiém tra dong co, chay thir... S& ching biét né s& lam gi dau! Ching ta phai ra khoi
day!”

Nhung héa ra, ching t6i khong can phai chay di déu, vi con rong da dén bén ching t6i. Ching t6i ¢b nhd duong hdmnio 2} 16i ra thi toan b khu ddi sap
xudng, bao phi ching toi trong con mira dt. Dot nhién ching toi lidc nhin bau troi dang mo rong phia trén dAu minh. Con rong dang & ngay trén dau
ching t6i, qudy t6i quay Iui, dap Ddi Kién thanh timg ménh nhé khi né ¢b hit ving nhimg con kién dang bam trén khip co thé no.

“Di thoi!” t6i hét In. Ching toi dao dat chui ra va trurot xubng mdt bén doi, mang Beckendorf theo ciing ching toi.

Nguoi ban rong clia ching ti lai dang gip rc rbi. Nhitng con Myrmekes dang can vao céc khop ndi trén 16p giép cua nd, phun acid 1én khéip co thé no.
Con rdng d4m manh va thdi ra lira, nhung ciing khong tn tai liu dwoc. Hoi nrée dang bdc 1én tir 16p da ddng cuia nd.

Té hon 3, mdt vai con kién dang quay vé phia ching toi. Toi doan ching khong thich ching t6i cudp di bira t6i ciia n6. Toi chém vao mdt con va cét dirt
didau ciia no6. Annabeth d@m manh vao con khéc ngay giita xtic tu ctia nd. Khi ludi kiem dong celestial choc thing vo no, ca con kien déura

“Anh... anh nghf gid minh ¢6 thé di,”” Beckendorf néi, va ngay lp tirc ngd chii nguoi xudng khi ching t6i budng tay cau 4y ra.

“Charlie!” Silena gitp anh 4y dlmg ddy va kéo anh dy di trong khi Annabeth v t6i dep duong xuyén qua nhimg con kién. Bang céch nay hay céch khac
chiing t6i phai dén dugc ria rirg ma khdng dé€ bi can hodc bi phun acid, nhung mdt trong hai chiéc giay dé mém ctia t6i dang boc khdi vi acid.

O phia ria rimg, con rong dang di loang choang. Mot dam miy acid dang boc lén tir an da ctia no.
“Ching ta khong thé dé cho n6 chét!” Silena noi.

‘N6 qué nguy hiém,”” Beckendorf n6i mt cach budn ba. “Hé théng day dién ctia nd...”



“Charlie,” Silena cau xin, “n6 da ctru mang séng cta cdu! Lam on, hay am diéu d6 vi t6.”

Beckendorf chin chir. Khuon nyit anh 4y van con hoi do do nude bot ctia nhimg con kién,‘ anh 4y trong nhur thé co thé nght di bat ¢l e nao, nhung anh
dy o gang dimg ddy. “Hay chuan bi chay nhé,” anh &y n6i véi ching t6i. Roi anh dy nhin vé phia khodng rimg trong va hét lon, “RONG! Phong thi1 khan
cap, tai khdi dong bé-ta!”

Con rong quay Yé huréng giong ciia anh dy. N6 ngimg viéc chdng lai nhitng con kién va mét né phat sang, Khong khi c6 mii khi 6-zon, nhur trude khi
mdt con bao xuat hién.

77777 AAAAAPPP!

Cung ltra dién mau xanh ban ra tir lan da ctia con rong, tan toa khip co thé né va dinh vao nhitng con kién. M6t vai con kién nd  tung. Nhiing con khac
boc khoi va den kit, nhiing chiéc chan ctia ching co rim lai. Trong mot vai gidy, ching con Ay mdt con kién ndo trén thin con rong Nhitng con van
song con lai toan bo déu rat hu, voi va ki lai vé phia ngon di da bi pha hity khi nhitng ngén tay day dién bin vao mong xuyén thing qua ngudi ching,
Con rong rong Ién mirng chién théing, rdi né huéng doi miét phét sang vé phia ching toi.

“Gio thi,” Beckendorf noi, “chay di thoi.”

Lan nay gitp t6i khong hét én, “Vi thin Hephaestus!” ma 1 “Ciruumuuumu voil”

Con rong chay rim rap theo sau ching t6i, phun ira va phéng tia chop dién phia trén du ching toi nhu thé no dang c6 quéng thoi gian cuc ky vui thi
vay.

“Anh lam cach nao ngan no lai di?”” Annabeth hét 16n.

Beckendorf, gios chin ctia anh 4y da 6n (khong didu gi ¢6 thé 1am cho co thé ban quay trd lai t5t hon viée bi mdt con quai vat khong 16 dudi theo) Fic dau
va thd hon hén. “Cac em khong nén bat n6 1én! N6 khong on dinh! Chi sau mit vai nim, cac con rd-bot sé trd nén dién dai!”

“That t6t duoc biét didu d6,” ti hét 1on. “Nhung lam thé nao dé tit nd di?”
Beckendorf nhin quanh e dé.

Phia trén dau 14 cac tang da nho ra, hiu nhu déu cao bang cdy trong rimg. Ca ring day céc tang d4 v6i hinh thi ky quai, nhung t6i chura bao gio' nhin
thiy tang d4 ndy trudc ddy. N6 ¢6 hinh déng ctia mot ddc van trurot khong 16, mot bén nghiéng ngiéng, & bén con lai 1 dbc da thiang dimg,

“Céc cau, chay vong quanh chan cua vach d4,” Beckendorf ndi. “Lam phan tim con réng di. Lam cho n6 ban ron di.”

“Anh s& lam gi?”” Silena néi.

“Anh s& thiy. Lam dil”

Beckendorf trén sau mdt than cay trong khi t6i quay lai va hét vao con rong, “Nay, md thin lin! M clia miy ngiri gidng mii xing qua!”
Con rong tho khéi den ra khoi mili ctia n6. N6 di sim sam vé phia t6i, im ca mit dat rung Ién ban bat.

“Pi thoil” Annabeth cam Iy tay t6i. Chiing t6i chay ra phia sau vich da. Con rong chay theo chiing toi.

“Ching ta phéi giit n6 ¢ ddy,” Annabeth ndi. Ca ba ching toi da sin sang rit kiém ra.

Con rong dudi kip ching ti va ic hr ngimg lai. N6 nghiéng dau nhur thé n6 khong tin duoc ching t0i qué ngu ngde dé dénh nhau. Gio 6 da bét dugc
chiing 61, c6 qua nhicu cach dé giét ching t6i dén do no khong thé quyet dinh dugc.

Ching t6i chay tan loan khi dot phun ra d4u tién bién mét dat noi ching t6i timg dtmg bién thanh mot hé tro bdc khoi.

Ri t6i nhin Beckendorf phia trén ching toi — trén dinh ciia vach d4 — va t6i hiéu nhitng gi anh 4y dang ¢ lim. Anh 4y cAn mot ci danh chinh xAc. Toi
phai thu hit sy chuy ctia ¢

“Yaaaah!” t6i tin cong. T6i ddm manh thanh Thity Triéu xudng ban chin ctia con rong va cit mat mdt cai mong cia nd.

Péu n6 kéu cot ket khi nd ctii xubng nhin toi. N6 duong nhu hoang mang hon 1 gian dit, nhw, Sao cu lai ¢t mit méng chan cua t6i?
R&i nd mo miéng ra, dé 16 hang trim chiéc ring sic bén.

“Percy!” Annabeth canh bao.

Toi van dng tai vi tri ctia minh. “Chi mot gidy nita thoi...”



“Percy!”
Ban dang doc truyén Percy Jackson Tap 4.5: Ho So' A Than duoc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhidu truyén hon & Ebook Full . Net.

Chuong 3
Va ngay trude khi con rong tin cong, Beckendorf tha minh xubng tir tang d4 va dap xubng trén ¢b con rong,

Con rcfmg ngAng du ra sau va phun hra, ¢ thoat khoi Benkendorf, nhung anh 4y gitt Ay n6 nhu mdt ching cao bdi khi con quai vat nhay quanh. Toi
nhin day mé hodc khi anh ay gay nhe tam bang & phia dudi dau con rong va kéo manh mdt soi day dién.

Negay tirc khdc, con rong té liét. Doi nit nd mo dan. Dot nhién nd chi la mot bire tuong rong, dang nhe ring hudng kén troi.

Beckendorftruot xudng khoi cd con rong, Anh dy d6 sup xudng canh dudi nd, kiét sirc va ning né tho.

“Charlie!” Silena chay dénva tang cho anh éy mdt nu hon Ién ma. “Cau da lam duoc!”

Annabeth dén bén t6i va 6m chit vai toi. “Nay, Oc Tao Bién, cau én khong?”

“On... t¢ doan thé.” Toi dang nghil &n viéc minh gan nhu bj bam nhé thanh mon thit bam 4 thén trong miéng con réng nhur thé nio.

“Céu da laimrat tt.” Ny cudi Annabeth tuyét hon nhiéu so véi nu cudi clia con rong ngu ngbe do.

“Cau ciiing vay,” toi run riy n6i. “Thé... chiing ta s& lam gi vi con 16-bét nay?”

Beckendorf lau trdn minh. Silena vin dang qua chi y dén cac vét cét va vét xudc clia anh dy, va Beckendorf hoi khong chi y mot chit.

“Ching ta... trm... anh khong biét,” anh 4y n6i. “C6 I& chiing ta s& stra nd, dé n6 bao vé trai, nhung viéc d6 phéi mit rét nhiéu thang”

“Ciing dang dé thur. Toi tuong tuong dén viéc c6 con rong démg’dé trong cudc chién chéng lai chia té thﬁn khépg 16 Titan, Kronos. Cac con quai vt
cua 6ng ta s& phai nght lai ve vic tan cOng trai néu ching phai doi mat voi thir d6. Mat khéc, néu con rong quyet dinh ndi dién lan nira va tan cong cac
trai vién — d6 s la dicu that phién toai.

“Céc emc6 thiy sb chau bau trong Dbi Kién khong?” Beckendorf hoi. “Cac vii khi cé phép thuat? Ao gidp? Nhirng thir d6 c6 thé thue sy gitip duoc
ching ta.”

“Va céc vong tay,” Silena néi. “Va vong c0.”

T6i nhtn vai, nhé lai mili ctia nhitng dudng ngam do. “Té nghil chuyén phiéu leu d6 danh cho sau ndy. Phai mét mot doan 4 thin méi c6 thé dén gan véi
s0 chau bau do.”

“C6 thé,” Beckendorfnoi. “Nhung sb chau bau do...”

Silena ngd nghiéng con rong bi déng ctmg. “Charlie, d6 I diéu diing cam nhit ma t6 timg nhin thdy — viéc cau nhay 1én con rong do.”
Beckendorfnuét xubng. “Um.. thi thé. Viy... ciing t& di xem phéo hoa nhé?”

Silena ngude mat én. “Di nhién, dd to x4c! Té nghil cau khong bao gid moi t6.”

Beckendorf dot nhién nhin moi thir déu tré nén tt dep hon. “Ching ta hdy quay trd lai trai di! Té ¢4 1 trd Cudp Cor da két thic.”

T6i phai di chan trin, vi acid da hoan toan kim tan chay d6i gidy cta toi. Khi t6i d4 n6 ra khoi chén, t6i nhan ra chét nhon da thdm vao it va khién chan
i trd nén d6 au va tray da chay mau. Toi twa vao nguoi Annabeth, va c6 Ay gitip toi di khap khiéng xuyén qua khu rimg,

Beckendorfva Silena di trude ching t6i, tay trong tay, va ching t6i di cach xa ho mdt quiing dé ho c6 khong gian riéng,

Ngim nhin hai ngudi ho, véi mdt canh tay quang quanh Annabeth dé lam diém tua, t6i cam thay kha kho chiu. Toi nguyén ria Beckendorf trong im ling
vida qué ding cam, va ti khong phai dé cap dén viéc ddi mét v6i con rdng. Sau ba ndm, anh 4y cudi cing ciing ¢6 diing khi @& moi Silena Beauregard
di choi. That khong cong bang

“Cau biét khong,” Annabeth ni khi chiing t6i cing nhau bude di, “d6 khong phai 1 didu diing cam nhit ma t& timg thiy.”
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To6i chop chop mét. Co phai ¢d Ay dang doc nhitng suy nghi ctia t6i khong?
“Um.. y cdu a sa0?”

Annabeth niim By khuyu tay ti khi ching toi vép phai mot con lach can. “Céu da nhir con rong dé anh Beckendorf 6 duge co hdi nhéy én ngudi n6 -
d6 mo6i a didu ding cam.”

“Hoic 14 diéu kha ngu ngde.”
“Percy ndy, c4u ki mdt ching trai diing cam,”” ¢6 Ay n6i. “Hay nhan Ay 1 khen. T6 thé ddy, viée d6 kho thé sao?”

Ching t6i nhin vao mét nhau. Mat ching t6i chi cach nhau vai phan. Ngye t6i cam thiy hoi budn cuoi, nhur thé tréi tim t6i dang thuc hién bai tap khoi
dong.

“Vay...” to1 ndi. “Td doan Silena va Beckendorf s cting nhau di xem phéo hoa.”
“Té doan vay,” Annabeth dong y.
“Um,” 161 noi. “Con ve..”

Toi khong blet minh phai n6i gi; nhung ngay lic do, ba nguoi anh em dén tir nha thin Athena ctia Annabeth d6t ngdt xuat hién tir cac bui cay véi cac
thanh kiém cam trong tay. Khi ho nhin thiy ching toi, trén mbi ho né nhimg nu cudi toe toét.

“Annabeth!” mdt trong s6 ho cat tiéng, “Lam tuyét im! Hay dua hai nguoi ho vao tiindo.”

T6i nhin chdm chim cdu ta. “Trd choi van chua két thic sa0?”

Céc trai vién nha nit thin Athena cudi ngit. “Chua... nhung s nhanh thoi. Vi gioy ching t& da bét dwoc cau.”

“Céc cau, thoi ndo,” Beckendorf phan dbi. “Bon t¢ da di sai duong Cé mdt con rong va ca Boi Kién tin cong bon t6.”

“Uh-huh,” mdt chéng trai khéc tir nha nit thin Athena ni, hoan toan khong chit cam dong. “Annabeth da lam t6t vige dénh lac huéng ho. Tinh toan thét
hoan hdo. Cau c6 mudn bon t6 ti€p quan ho tir day khdng?”

Annabeth roi khoi ngudi ti. Toi nghi chéic chin ring c6 4y s& dé cho chiing t6i tir do quay vé phia ranh gidi ctia hai doi, nhung c6 4y ly dao gimra va
chia nd vao t61 vo1 mdt nu curoi trén moi.

“Khong ddu,” ¢o Ay noi. “Silena va t6 ¢6 thé lo vu nay. Di th cac anh chang ti binh. Di chuyén ndo.”

Téi liéc nhin co éy, sting sO. “Céu da lap ké hoach chuyén d6 sao? Cau da lap ké hoach cho toan bd chuyén d6 chi dé gilt bon té khong tham gia vao
tro choi sao?”

“Percy, nghiém tiic nhé, kim sao t6 ¢6 thé 1ap ké hoach chuyén d6 duroc? Con rong, nhirg con kién — cau nghi t¢ 6 thé tinh toan tit ca moi chuyén véi
thoi gian it 61 nhur thé sao?”’

Nghe c6 ve khong giéng that, nhung ¢6 Ay 1 Annabeth. Khong co diéu gi c6 thé ndi khong véi ¢d 4y. Thé 1di ¢d 4y trao dbi anh méit véi Silena, va t6i ¢6
thé ndi ho dang co dé khdng bat cuoi

“CauL.. cau... do...” toi bt dau ndi, nhung t6i khong thé nghi ra dugc mdt cai tén dii manh dé goi co Ay.

To6i phan dbi subt trén duong dén nha tiy, ca Beckendorf ciing vay. Thét khong cong bang khi bi dbi xir nhur nhing ti nhan sau nhitng gi chiing t6i d trai
qua.

Nhung Annabeth chi mim cudi va nhdt chiing t6i vao nha ti. Khi ¢b 4y dang chudn bi di dén tuyén dau, co iy quay lai va nhay mét. “Gap lai cau ¢ & hoi
phéo hoa nhé?”

C6 4y khong cn chd cau tra 1i ctia t6i trude khi lao nhur bay vao khu rimg,

To6i nhin Beckendorf. “C6 4y vira moi... mdi emdi choi dung khong?”

Anh 4y nhiin vai, hoan toan phin nd. “Ai m biét bon con gai nghi gi? Mang dén cho anh mdt con rong bi nhiu, bét cir ngiy ndo.”
Ching t6i ngdi cting nhau va chd doi trong khi cac ¢ gai gianh chién thing,
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Chuong 4

PHONG VAN CAC A THAN

ANH EM STOLL

Phong vin CONNOR va TRAVIS STOLL. Con trai ctia than Hermes.

Trd choi khim tuyét nhit ma cac cau timg am véi trai vién khac 1 gi?

Connor: Qua xoai vang!

Travis: Oi, anh ban. C4i tro d6 thit

Comnor: Du sao ching t6i cling da lay trai xoai d6 va phun son vang lén, ding khong? Ching t6i da viét: “Danh cho ngudi néng bong nhat” n nd va de
16 & nha nit thin Aphrodite khi tat ca ho dang dén 16p ban cung, Khi ho quay trd lai, ho bét dau danh lAn nhau dé c6 duge nd, ¢b dé timra ai trong s6

ho I ngudi néng bong nhét. Viée d6 that thi vi.

Travis: Nhirng doi gidy Gueci bay ra tir cac ctra s0. Nhitng dira tré nha nit thin Aphrodite xé 40 quan ctia nhau, ném son mdi va do trang strc vao nhau.
N6 giong nhu mot bay tho cua Bratz hoang dai.

Comnnor: Ri ho biét dugc nhitng gi bon t6i d4 lm, va ho ing bt bon toi.
Travis: Piéu d6 khong hay chit ndo. T6i khong biét ho da trang diém cho bon toi. Toi trong gidng mdt tén hé trong mot thang,

Comnor: Um. Ho da nguyén ria t6i vi thé cho dil toi miic bt cir loai 40 quin gi, 40 quan cia toi ciing s& bién thanh nhd hon hai size va toi cam thay minh
nhu mot ké 1ap di vay.

Travis: Cau la mot ké lap di ma.

Ai s& 13 ngudi cac cau mubn ¢6 nhat trong doi khi choi trd Cudp Co?

Travis: Anh trai toi, vi t6i cAn dé niit dén anh dy.

Connor: Em trai ti, vi t6i khong tin trdng cau dy. Con ngoai cau dy u? Chéc chén i nhimg dira tré & nha thin Ares.
Travis: Um Ho manh va d& dang 161 kéo. Mdt cép d6i hoan hdo.

Piéu gi tot nhat khi & trong nha cta thin Hermes?

Connor: Ching t6i khdng bao gioy ¢6 don. Toi hoan toan nghiém tic d4y, nhitng dtra tré moi thudng xuyén xuat hién. Vi thé ban uén c6 ngudi ndo do dé
cung tro chuyén.

Travis: Hoac choi khim

Connor: Hozc mdc tii. Mot gia dinh I6n hanh phuc.

CLARISSE

Phong vin CLARISSE LA RUE, Con gii ctia thin Ares

Ngudi ban mubn di dau nhat & Trai Con Lai 14 ai?

Clarisse: Bt cir ai dAm vao mit toi, nhirng ké thua cudc. O, ban mubn néi mjt cach cu thé sao? Co qua nhiéu Iya chon. C6 mot i rrr')‘iﬂé nha thin
Apollo, Michael Yew. Toi thich dugc bé giy cai cung ctia céu ta. Cau ta nghi than Apollo gidi hon nhi€u so véi than Ares vi 6ng ta ¢6 the str dung hang
loat céc loai vil khi va tranh xa chién tranh nhur mdt ngudi nhat gan. Hay dua cho t6i mdt céi gido va mot cai khién vao bat cir ngay nao. Mot ngay nao
do, hiy nhé lay 1oi t64, t6i s€ gid Michael Yew va toan b nhitng ké nhu nhurge ¢ nha clia cdu ta ra nho nhur cam.

Ngoai cha ban, ban nghf ai 1 nam thin va nit thin diing cam nhét trong Hoi dong Olympus?

Clarisse: A, khong ai c6 thé bi durgc véi than Ares, nhung 0 doén thén Zeus khé diing cdm. Y t6i k 6ng 4y thich ddu v6i Typhon va dénh bai Kronos.
Di nhién, that dé dang dé trd thanh ngurdi diing cam khi ban ¢ dugce nhitng tia chdp cd sttc manh siéu trdi. Khong ¢6 y dinh vo €.



Ban d bao gio tré thil lai Percy vi da am wét ban bang nurée bon cu chua?

Clarisse: Oi, lai nghe thing nhoc d6 nbi nhamnira sao? Dimg tin. Cau ta ¢l hay phong dai moi chuyén. Tin t6i di, viéc tra thn sép dién ra. Mot trong
nhiing ngay t6i ddy, cu ta s& phai héi tiéc. Tai sao toi phéi chd doi? Chi i chién thuat ma thoi. Rang bude vé thoi gian va chés doi dén thoi diém thich
hop dé tan cong. Toi khong so hai, duge chira? Bt cir ai ndi khéc di, t6i s& bé tri lai viéc chira ring cho ho.
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Chuong 5

ANNABETH
Phong vin ANNABETH CHASE Con gai ctia ni than Athena
Néu c6 duoc chon dé thiét ké mot cong trinh kién tric mdi cho Trai Con Lai, n6 s& nhur thé nao?

Annabeth: Téi rat vui khi duoc hoi cau nhur thé. Ching toi that sy can mdt dén thd. Ching toi, nhitng dira con ctia cac vi i thin Hy Lap, va chung to1
khong c6 Iy mot dai ky niém danh cho cha me ching t6i. Toi s€ xdy nd trén d6i & phia nam Hdi Con Lai, va toi s thiét ké n6 sao cho mdi sang 4nh mit
troi dang 1én s& chiéu xuyén qua céc canh cira s6 va tao thanh cc biéu tuong khic nhau ciia cac vi thin trén san nha: nhu ngiy nay 1 biéu twong dai
bang, ngay Ké ﬁép 13 hinh con ci. N6 s& ¢6 tuong clia tAt ca cac vi thn, di nhién, mdt cac 10 thanbﬁng vang d8 a6t cac 18 vat. Toi s& thiét ké n6 hoan
toan mang tinh &m hoc, nhu Sanh Carnegie, vi thé chiing t6i c6 thé ¢4 nhitng budi biéu dién dan lia va sdo say 0 do. Toico thé néi lién tuc, nhung ban
chic chin da ndmrd dugce van dé. Bac Chiron ndi ring ching toi s& phai ban triéu xe tai du tdy dé tra cho mot dyr an nhur thé, nhung t6i nghii n6 ciing
xUng dang.

Ngoai me minh, vi nam than hay ni¥ thin ndo ¢6 nghi 1 thong thai nhét trong H6i ddng Olympus?

Annabeth: Oi, dé t6i nghii xem... rm. Van dé 1, céc vi than trén dinh Olympus chang phai déu dugc biét dén vi sur thong théi, va i dé cap diéu d6 véi
sur ton kinh 16n nhét ¢ thé. Than Zeus thong thai theo cach clia ong ay. Y t6i i 6ng Ay da giit cho ca gia dinh bén nhau trong bon ngin nam, va diéu d6
that khong dé dang gi. Thin Hermes thong minh. Trude day 6ng ay tmg lira ]ay gia stic ctia thin Apollo, va than Apollo ciing rét gioi. Toi cling luon
ngudng md nit thin Artemis. C6 & 4y khong pha v& niém tin ctia chinh minh. C6 4y chi am diéu cia riéng minh va khong tranh cai nhiéu véi cac vi thin
khéc trong hoi dong. C6 Ay danh thoi gian & thé idi loai ngudi nhidu hon bét cir vi than ndo, vi thé c6 Ay hiéu dwoc moi chuyén dang xéiy ra. Tuy nhién,
¢ ay khong hiéu vé cac chang trai cho lm, nhung t6i nghi réng khong ai lai hoan hao ca.

Trong tat ca nhirmg ngurdi ban 6 Trai Con Lai, ai 1a nguoi ma co mudn sét canh bén trong mot trdn chién?

Amnabeth: O, Percy. Khong tranh luan. Y 61 13, chiic chan caudy c6 thé gy kho chiu, nhung cau 4y dang tin cdy. Caua 4y diing cam va cau Ay | mot
chién binh chan chinh. Thong thurong, néu t6i ndi cau Ay phéi lim gi, cau 4y s& danh chién thing trong cude chién.

C6 ludn goi Percy 1 “Oc Tao Bién” hét lAn nay dén 1n khéc. Tinh cach khé chiu nhét ctia cau Ay B gi?

Amnabeth: Um, t6i khong goi cau 4y nhur thé Vi cau Ay qua thong minh, phai khong? Y 6i la cau Ay khong ngu ngde. That ra cau dy kha thong minh,
nhung doi khi céu ay hanh dong hoi ngu ngbe. Toi tur hoi liu cau dy lam thé chi d€ choc tirc t6i thoi phai khong. Anh chang do c6 rat nhiéu dicu. Céu ay
ding cam. Céu ay c6 6c hai hude. Cau ay banh trai, nhung khdng duge nbi voi cdu ay nhitng di€u t6i da ndi nhé.

Toi dang & d4u thé nay? O duoc 1di, cau dy c6 nhiéu didu dé ndi, nhung cau Ay that... cham hiéu. Chi oi néi thoi. Y 6i B cau Ay khong nhin thiy nhitng
viéc thl_IC‘Sl.I‘ 10 rang, nhu cach moi ngurdi cam nhén, ngay cé khi ban cho cdu ay nhitng goi y 10 ranh ranh. Cai gi? Khong, t61 khong n6i vé bat ctr ai hay
bat cr dieu gi cu the! Toi chi dua ra nhitng 161 tuyén bd chung chung. Tai sao moi ngudi luén nghii... ahhhh! Quén di.

GROVER

Phong vin GROVER UNDERWOOD Thén rimg

Bai hat dugc choi bang séo sdy yéu thich ctia cau 1a bai gi?

Grover: O, rm— duoc rdi, viee nay hoi xau hd mﬁt chut. Mot 1an, t6i c6 duoc 1 yéu cau tir mdt con chudt nude mubn nghe bai “Tinh yéu Chudt
nude”. Um.. 161 dd hoc nd, va 61 phai thira nhan rang i tpl,rc su thich choi n6. Thanh thﬁt ma ndi, nd khéng con da‘mh’cho loai chudt murde nita! Do 1a
mot cau chuyén tinh yéu ngot ngao. Toi khdc sudt murdt moi khi t6i choi nd. Percy ciling the, nhung to1 nghi rang vi cau ay dang cuoi toi.

Ai 3 ngurdi ma cAu hoan toan khong muén gip trong mot con hém tdi den — mdt Cyclops hay mot Ngai D dang gian dix?

Grover: Blah-hah-hah! Hoi kiéu g thé nay? Um, duoc roi... t6i thich L 23p Ngai D hon, 10 rang thé, vi ong ay thit... er, dé thuong. Ding thé day, ong dy
that tir t& va t6t bung vi tht ca thin rimg bon toi. TAt ca ching t6i déu yéu mén 6ng dy. Va t6i khong n6i thé vi ong Ay ludn Eing nghe, va 6ng dy s& lam
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16 tung ti ra thanh timg manh nhé néu toi ndi dicu gi khac biét.
Theo cau, dia diém thién nhién ndo dep nhét trén toan murée M§?

Grover: That tuyét khi vén con 6 rét nhiu diém dén sinh dep, nhung t6i thich Lake Placid ¢ ngoai 6 New York. Rét dep, déic biét vao mot ngy mia
dong! Va céc nir thn rimg & d6 — wow! O, doi da, liéu ban ¢6 thé rge bo phin vira rdi khong? Cay bach xii s& giét toi mt.

Nhirng chiéc hop thiéc co thuc sy ngon khong?

Grover: Nguoi ba dé ciia t6i thuong noi, “Hai hop mdi ngiy s€ xua du?:)i duoc quai vat.” Co rat nhiéu chat khoang, rat tot cho ring, va chét liéu rat ngon.
That su d9, co cai gi ma khong thich né co chir? To6i khong thé giip dieu d6 néu rang nguoi khong dugc cau tao danh cho nhitng bira an nang,
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Chuwong 6

PERCY

Phong van PERCY JACKSON, con trai than Poseidon

Phan thich nhét ctia c4u vé nhimg miia hé ¢ Trai Con Lai?

Percy: Gap céc ban, chic vy. Thét tuyét khi duoc quay trd lai trai sau mdt nim & trudng, N6 nhur 1 ban dang quay tro lai nha vay. Ngy dau tién cia
nia he, khi t6i bude dén nha ctia t6i, Connor va Travis dang trom thir gi d6 tir clra hang clia trai, va Silena dang tranh cai voi Annabeth khi dang ¢ lam
cho ¢ ay thay doi dang vé bén ngoai. Con Clarisse dang dui dau nhitng dira tré mdi vao bon cau. That tuyét khi co mdt vai dicu khong bao gio thay doi.
C4u da theo hoc mdt vai trudng khac nhau. Diéu gi kho nhét khi tré thinh dira tré moi & trudng?

Percy: Hay tao danh tiéng cho minh. Y t6i & moi nguoi mudn ép ban vao mot khubn phép, ding khong? Du ban ¢6 1 mt nguoi lip di hoéic mot van
dong vién hodc bét ctr kiéu ngudi ndo khac. Ban phéi ngay p tirc Bmrd ring ban khong phéi i ngudi ndo d6 ho ¢6 thé ché gidu, nhung ban cling

khong thé trd thanh mot nguoi 1p di vi didu d6. Tuy thé, 16i chéic chéin khong phai 1a nguoi thich hop nhét dé cho cac 1oi khuyén. Toi khong thé hoan tht
duoc ca nam hoc ma khong bi dudi khoi truong hodc thoi tung mdt cai gi do.

Néu cdu bude phai d6i thanh Thity Tridu véi mot vat ¢6 phép thuat khac, ciu s& chon vt ndo?

Percy: That kh, vi toi thure sur quen voi thanh Thity Tridu. T6i khong thé twéng twrong dugce viée khong 6 thanh kiém do. Toi doan s& that tuyét khi c6
mdt bo vii khi co thé hoa tan vao bo 4o quan binh thurdng cta t61. Mac 4o giap that dau. N6 niang. Nong. Va no chang thoi trang chut nao ca, ban biét
day’? Vi thé viéc c6 quan 4o c6 thé bién ddi thanh 4o gidp s& that sur hiru ich. Nhung toi vin khong chéc viéc t6i s& dbi thanh kiém ctia minh cho bo 40
quan do.

Céu d nhiéu lan thoat hiém trong gang tc, nhung khoanh khic dang so nhat cta cau a gi?

Percy: Toi s& noi ngay, d6 chinh l cude chién dAu dau tién ctia t0i voi con Minotaur, & trén Doi Con Lai, vi t6i khong biét cdi quai gi dang dién ra. Toi
tham chi con lghér}g biét minh Ia mot 4 thﬁn Yao thoi diém do6. Toi ctr nghi minh d8 mat me méi méi, va toi bi mat ket trén mdt ngon doi gitta mot con
dong bao chién dau véi mot con bo khodng 16 trong khi Grover ngat di va than van, “Thire an!”. Viéc do that t€ hai, anh ban a.

Cau c6 bat cir 1oi khuyén nao danh cho nhing dira tré ciing dang nghi ngd minh i cc 4 than khong?

Percy: Hay cau nguyén rang banda nham lAn di. Nghiém tic d4y, diéu nay nghe c6 vé thi vi, nhung né 1 mot tin xau. Néu ban nghii minh 13 4 thin, b tim
kiem mot than rimg. Ban ¢6 thé luon phat hién ra ho 6 bat ctr truong hoc nao. Giong cudi cta ho rat ky quai, va ho an bét cir thir gi. Ho ¢6 the di dimg
rat budn cudi vi ho dang ¢b che gidu ban chan mong gubc ctia ho bén trong doi chan gia. Hay tim kiém ngay than rimg trong truong ban va ngudi do s&
gitip 45 ban. Ban can phai nhanh chong di dén Trai Con Lai. Nhung n6i lai mdt 1an nita, ban khong nmudn tré thanh mdt 4 than. Khong duoc thir didu nay
tainha.
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Chwong 7

BAN PO TRAI CON LAI

CON PUGC GOI LA

Thén bau troi

Chtia € cac vi thin

Mot trong nhitng "B Tam Vi Dai"

QUE NHA

Pinh Olympus (hién nay toa lac tai ting 600 ciia toa nha Empire State)
VU KHi

Tia chép quyén ning

CON PUGC GOI LA

Thin bién ca

Mot trong nhiing "BS Tam Vi bai"

ChaPercy Jackson

QUE NHA

Déy bién

VU KHi

Cay dinh ba

CON PUQC GOI LA

Nir thn ctia tri tué, chién tranh va thit cong my nghé
Me Annabeth

QUE NHA

Déu Zeus, sinh ra trong bo 4o gidp va diy di vii khi
VU KHi

Chién Iwge, muru meo, va bat cr vét gico thé cAm trén tay
CON PUGC GOI LA

Than chién tranh

Cha Clarisse

QUE NHA

DBinh Olympus

VU KHi

Ban goi tén nd ra, Ares s€ cd nd

CON PUOQC GOI LA

A thin con trai Poseidon



Oc Téo Bién

QUE NHA

New York

VU KHi

Thanh Thity Triéu

CON PUGC GOI LA

A than con gai Athena

Co gai thong thai

QUE NHA

San Francisco, California

VU KHi

Mil Yankees giip tang hinh

Dao gamkim loai

CON BUGC GOI LA

Ban than Percy

QUE NHA

Trai con lai

VU KHi

Céy sdo bang say

CON BUQC GOI LA

Thay Brunner

Ngudi huan luyén ngudi hing, Trai Con Lai
QUE NHA

Trai con lai, Long Island, New York
VU KHi

Cung va miii t€n
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PERCY JACKSON VA THANH EM CUA THN HADES

P6n Giang sinh & Dia nguc KHONG phai 1 y twéng ciia toi.
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Néu toi biét chuyén d6 xay ra, t6i s& goi dién bdo om. Toi c6 thé da trénh duoc mdt doi quin ma quy, mdt tran chién véi mot thén khong 16 Titan, va trd
gian tra gan nhur 1am cho nhitng ngurdi ban ctia toi va t6i bi quang vao trong bong dém vinh hang,

Nhung khong, t61 phai tham du cude thi Anh van ngu ngbe. Vi the t01 dang ¢ day, ngay cudi cing ctia hoe ky mia dong & trudng Trung hoc Goode, ngdi
trong thinh phong vai tat ca hoc sinh mdi vao trurong va dang ¢b két thic bai tiéu luan toi-khong-doc-nd-nhung-t6i gia-vo-nhu-toi-da-doc A Tale of
Two Cities, thi O’Leary xc vao san khiu, quat thao nhur nguoi dién.

O’Leary Ia con ch6 ngao cung cua to1. N6 la mbt con quai vat mau den c6 bg 1ong bom xom c6 kich thurde cia mot chiéc Hummer, voi rang nanh ség
nhu dao cao, mong vudt bén nhon nhu thépz va do1 mat do pbét se'lng, No that sy rat ngot ngao, nhung n6 thuong & tai Trai Coq Lai, trai dao tao a than
cta chiing t6i. T6i hoi ngac nhién khi nhin thay n6 trén san khau, giamnat cay thong Noel va cac ngudi lin ctia ng gia Noel va tat ca bd trang tri Winter
Wonderland.

Moi nguroi ngurde nhin lén. Toi kha chic 1 nhimg dira tré khac dang hoang mang va chay toan loan dén cac 16i ra, nhung ho chi bét ddu cudi khiic khich
va cuoi 1on ting, Mot vai ¢6 gai ndi, “Aaaa, dé thuong chura!”

Thay gido day tiéng Anh clia ching toi, Tién si Boring (Toi khong diia, d6 1 tén that ctia thiy 4y), chinh lai mét kinh va cau may.
“Puge 16i,” thay Ay n6i. “Con chd xii niy ctia ai?”

Toi thé phao nhe nhdm. Cém on cac thén vi Man Swong M — I6p min ma thudt gitip con ngudi tranh duge viée nhin théty moi vt dudi hinh déng thét su
cua chiing. Toi da nhin thay nd uon cong sy thét rat nhicu lan trude day, nhung quy c6 O’Leary [a mdt con ché xu sao? Picu do that an tuong,

“Um, d6 I con ché xii ciia em thura thiy,” t6i dimg day n6i. “Xin 16i! Chéc no di theo em.”
Ai d6 ngdi sau lung t6i bat dau huyt sao bai “Mary had a Little Lamb”. Nhitng dira tré khc v0 tay tan thuong,
“Du rdi!” Tién s Boring ngiit 1oi. “Percy Jackson, ddy 1a ky thi cudi ky. Toi khong thé dé con ché xii nay

“WOOF!” tiéng stia ctia con O’Leary lim toan b thinh phong rung ban bét. N6 vy dubi, dénh ng thém mdt vi ngudi lin. ROi n6 ci xudng trén hai
chan trude va ngude nhin t6i nhu thé né mudn t6i di theo vay.

“Em s& dua no ra khoi day, Tién si Boring,” toi hira. “Di sao em ciing d két thic bai tiéu luan ctia minh.”

Toi dong cudn sach bai tap lai va chay vé phia san khdu. O’Leary vot ra phia cira ra vao va ti chay theo sau, nhitng dtra tré khac van dang cuoi va goi
16n phia sau lung t6i, “Gap lai sau nhé, Anh chang Cho xu!”

Con O’Leary chay xubng cudi Puong 81 Dong vé phia dong séng.
“Cham lai!” toi hét I6n. “May chay di dau day?”

TQi nhin théy mdt vai anh nhln ky la tir cac khach bg hanh, nhung day Ia New York, vi thé mot ciu bé dudi theo mdt con chd xii chic chin khong phai
diéu ky la nhat ma ho tirng thay.

Con O’Leary van tiép tuc chay phia trrde toi. N6 thinh thoang lai quay lai sta nhu thé mudn ndi Di chuyén di, d cham chap! N6 chay qua ba khu nha
V¢ phia bac, chay thang vao Cong vién Carl Schurz. Khi t6i duoi kip nd, nd nhay qua mdt hang rao sat va bién vao bén trong mdt birc tuong bui cay
duoc tao hinh phu day tuyét.

“Aa, thdi ndo,” t6i than phién. Toi da khong kip c6 co hdi dé Iy a0 khodc khi con & truong, Toi dang chét cong, nhung t6i d tréo qua hing rao va lao
vao mit bui cay phi day bang.

Phia bén kia o mjt khodng rimg thira — mdt cénh dong cd phit ddy béing gié rong nira miu Anh bao quanh véi nhitng thin cdy tro trui. Con O’Leary
dang ngri quanh, dién cubng vay dudi. Toi khong thay bat clr dicu gi khac throng. Phia trude t0i, Song Dong nhudm mau thép cham chdm chay. Nhimg
chim 16ng vil trang cuon cudn tir trén mai nha Queens. Phia sau t6i, Upper East Side hién ra 1o mo, lanh [o va thinh Eing.

Toi khong chéc tai sao, nhung phia sau c6 t0i bat dau ngira ran. Toi iy cdy bit méy ra va mo nip. Ngay Hp tirc nd bién thanh thanh kiém dong, Thay
Triéu, ludi kiémtda sang yeu 6t trong anh sang miia dong.

Con O’Leary nhic dau Ién. L miii n6 run run.

“P6 I gi thé?” 161 thi thim.

Dam cay bui kéu xao xac va mot con h vang chay xuyen qua. Khi t6i noi vang, t6i khong dé cap dén mau vang, Con vat d6 ¢6 bo 16ng kim loai va cap
sung trong gidng nhur vang that 14 ca-ra. N6 t0a sang lung linh v&i dnh sang ctia vang, khién n6 trong qua sang dé c6 thé nhin. N6 chéc chén 1 con vat
dep nhat m t6i da timg thiy.

Con O’Leary liém mbi minh nhur né dang nghii vé& mon hamburger hirou! Rdi bui cy lai kéu xdo xac 1n nita va mot dang nguoi trong chiée 4o parka
trim dau nhdy vao khu rirng thura, miiii tén duoc kéo cang trén cai cung,



Toi dua kiém én. C6 gai nhim vio t6i — rdi dimg yén.

“Percy sa0?” Co Ay day chiée mii bac ctia chiéc 4o parka. M téc den ctia ¢d Ay dai hon nhiéu so véi nhitng gi toi nh¢ duoc, nhung toi biét doi méit
xanh sang ngodi d6 va hinh ludi liém bang bac bi€u thi rang c6 ay chinh 1 tro tA ctia nit than Artenis.

“Thalia!” t6i n6i. “Cau lam gi & day thé?”

“Duéi theo con huou vang,” c6 éy né,i, nhu thé do la m()t chuyén qua 13 rang vay. “Dé'lz‘l con vat thiéng ctia nit thin Arteris, t& nghi réng no 13 mit kiéu
dau hiéu ndo d6. Va, tm...” C6 ay hat dau day lo Iing vé phia con O’Leary. “Cau mudn ndi cho t¢ bi€t con vat 36 dang lam gi ¢ day the?”
”7

“Do 1a con thi cung ctia t& - Quy c6 O’Leary, khong!

Con O’Leary dang nguri ngti con huou va quan trong 1a né khong ton trong khong gian riéng tu ctia con hwou. Con huou hiic vao miii con cho ngao.
Ngay sau d6, cé hai con cung choi mdt tro choi ky la ném bong cho nhau quanh khodng rirng thua.

“Percy...” Thalia cau may. “Chuyén niy khong thé 1 mot sur tring hop. Cau va t6 ti cling mdt noi cling mdt thoi gian?”

Co 4y da ding. Céc 4 than khong cd sy tring hop. Thalia | mdt nguoi ban tot, nhung ti da khong gp ¢ Ay trong hon mdt nam, va ity dot nhién, hai
chiing t61 déu dang ¢ cting mdt noi.

“MOot vi thin ndo dé dang dia gion voi ching ta,” toi doén.

“Chc thé.”

“Nhung rit vui duoc gip cau.”

C6 4y nd nu curdi midn cudng, “Um. Sau khi ching ta thoat khoi chuyén ndy, t6 s& mua cho cau mdt c4i hamburger thit bam pho mét. Annabeth thé nao?
Trude khi t6i c6 thé tra i, mdt dam méy bay che kin bau troi. Con huou vang toa sang va bién mét, dé lai con O’Leary stia voi mdt dong 14.

Thanh kiém ctia t6i da sin sang. Thalia kéo cang cay cung. Theo ban néng, ching t6i dimg dAu heng vao nhau. Mot méng bong t6i bao phii khodng rimg
thura va mdt cau bé nhao ra khoi d6 nhur thé bi ai 46 quing ra vdy, roi dap xudng trén bii co ngay chin ching toi.

“Oi,” cu dy lu bau. Ciu dy phii phii chiéc 4o khoéc kiu phi cong. Cau bé khoang muxdi hai tudi voi méi téc den, quan jeans, 4o phong den va mot
chi€c nhan hinh dau 1au bac trén tay phai. Mot thanh kiém dugc deo bén hong,

“Nico?” 61 noi.
P6i mit Thalia md 16n. “Bm trai ctia Bianca?”

Nico quéc it nhin. Toi nghi ngd viéc cau ?iy thich duoc gioi thi¢u 1a em trai ctia Bianca. Chi ciia cau ?iy, mdt Tho sin cla nit thin Artemis, da chét cach
day hai naim, va dicu d6 van la mdt noi dau nhirc.

“Sao anh lai mang em dén day?” Cau ta cau nhau. “Mot phit truée em dang & nghia dia New Orleans. Phit sau— ddy c6 phai New York khong? Nhan
danh Hades, em dang lam cai quai gi & day the nay?”

“Bon anh khong mang em dén déy,” t6i cam doan voi cau 4y. “Chiing ta...” Mt con ring minh chay doc xubng hung ti. “Chiing ta déu b dwa dén day.
Cé ba ching ta.”

“Anh dang néi vé diéu gi?”” Nico hoi ging.

“Nhitng dtra con ctia ‘Bd Tam Vibai’,” t6i noi “Thin Zeus, thin Poseidon va than Hades.”

Thalia hit sau. “Loi Tién tri. Céu khong nghi Kronos...”

Co by khong can nbi het suy nghi ctia minh. Tt ca ching t6i déu biét v& Loi Tién Tri lon d6: mot cude chlen dang den, giita cac thin khong 16 Titan va
cac vi thin. Pira con tiép theo cta ba vi than quan trong, ngudi s& duoc mudi sau tudi s§ dira ra mdt quyet dinh ring ciru hay hity diét thé gioi. Nguoi
duge n6i dén 1 mot trong s6 ba ching t6i. Cach day mot vai nam,rv1 than dung day c4c than khong 16 Titan, Kronos d3 khéo 1éo diéu khién ching t6i
riéng biét. Gio... liéu 6ng ta c6 dang bay muru tinh ké gi khi mang tat cé ching t6i dén day khong?

MEit d4t rung ban bat. Nico rat thanh kiém ciia cau Ay ra méu den im béng sét Stygian. Con O’ Leary nhy Iii lai va sta bdo dong,

Pa qué tré, t6i nhan ra nd dang ¢b canh béo toi.

Mat dit mo rong bén dudi chan Thalia, Nico va t6i, va chiing t6i roi vao bong t6i.

T6i tin rang minh s& roi méi ni, hodic 6 thé bi nghién nét thanh mot chiée banh kép 4 than khi ching tdi roi xudng bén dudi. Nhung diéu tiép theo toi



biét, Thalia, Nico va t6i dang dimg trong mt khu viron vén dang gio thét vi khiép so, diéu d6 khién toi cam thay minh thit ngé ngan.

“Gl... ching ta dang ¢ dau?” Thalia hoi.

Khu vurdn ti den. Céc lubng hoa bac phat sang yeu 6t, phan chiéu anh sang tir cac loai da quy & cac luong cy — kim cwrong, ngoc bich, va hdng ngoc
co kich thurde ctia qua bong bau duc. Céc cay uén cong phia trén dAu ching t6i, cac canh ctia ching dAy cac loai hoa miu vang cam va tréi cdy thom
mét. Khong khi mat mé va dmuét — nhung khong giéng véi mot New York trong mia dong. Gidng nhwr khong khi trong dong hon.

“T¢ da g o day trude day,” toi noi.

Nico hai mdt trai lyu xudng khoi cdy. “Khu viron ctia me ké Persephone ctia em.”” C4u dy nhéin nho mét méy va quing trai cdy dy xudng. “Dimg an bat
cu thir gi.”

Céu 4y khong can phai n6i toi diéu d6 hai ln. Chi can némmdt chit thire an ctia Dia nguc, va chiing t6i s& khong bao gioy c6 thé rdi khoi do.
“Nging dau Ién,” Thalia canh béo toi.
Toi quay lai va nhin thiy c6 dy dang chia cung vao mdt ngudi phu it cao 16n trong bd 4o dam méu tring,

Liic dau toi cir nghi ngudi phu nir d6 1 mot con ma. Ao dam ciia ba 4y déng Ién cudn cudn quanh ba Ay nhur khéi. Mai toc den dai lo kmg va udn quin
nhu thé n6 khong c6 trong luc. Khuodn miit ba ay kha xinh dep nhung kha xanh xao.

Nhung rdi ti chot nhan ra 4o dAm ctia ba Ay khong phéi mau trang N6 ¢6 tht ca cac loai miu uan phién thay d6i— céc loai hoa mau do, xanh, va vang
16 16 trén nén vai— nhung n6 héo dimot cach ky la. Doi it ba dy cting thé, 6 nhiéu mau nhung nhanh chong phai di, nhur thé ia nguc da lm suy yéu
di strc manh ctia ba dy. Toi c6 cam gide ring khi & thé gidi trén kia ba Ay s& rat xinh dep, thdm chi rat chéi lo

“Ta a Persephone,” ba 4y ndi, giong ni yéu 6t va nhe nhu gidy. “Chao dén cac 4 than!”

Nico nghién nat trai hru dudi gidy minh. “Chao dén u? Sau lin vira rdi, ba van con ddm chao dén t6i sao?”

To6i bt rirt khong yén, vi noi chuyén kiéu nhur thé voi mot vi thn c6 thé khién ban bi nd tung thanh tirmg hat bui nhé. “Um, Nico...”

“Khong sao du,” nit thin Persephone lanh nhat néi. “Chiing ta dang c6 mot cudc cdi va nhod ctia gia dinh.”

“Nhitng cudc cii v nho ciia gia dinh?” Nico gao 16n. “Ba da bién t6i thanh hoa bd cong anh!”

Nit than Persephone b di ciu con trai ghé ctia minh. “Nhur ta dang noi, cac 4 thin, ta chao dén cac ngwoi dén khu vuron ciia ta.”

Thalia ha cung tén xubng, “Ba d giri huou vang dén sao?”

“Va ¢4 con ch6 ngao nita,” nit thn thira nhn. “Va béng ti thi thu thap Nico. Vi c6 chuyén khin cAp nén ta moi tip trung céc ngwoi lai v6i nhau.”

“Cé chuyén gi sa0?”” t6i hoi.

Nir thin Persephone nhin chiim cham vio t6i, va toi cam thay nhitng da hoa nhé bé lanh 1o dang n6 16 trong da day toi.

“Than Hades dang gip ric r6i,” ba dy noi. “Va néu cac nguoi biét didu gi tdt cho minh, cac nguoi s& phai gitip 6ng dy.”

Chiing t6i ngbi trong méi hién i den nhin ra phia khu viron. Nhing nguoi hiu gai cla nix than Persephone mang thirc an va nude ubng dén, va chung toi
khong dung gi den ching. Nhimng nguoi hau gai d6 that xinh dep ngoai trir sy that rang ho d chét. Ho méc nhiing chiéc 40 dam mau vang, v6i vanh hoa

lam tir cdy doc can va hoa ctic trén dau. Doi mit ho trong rong, va ho ndi chuyén bang cac 4m thanh riu rit nhur doi ctia cic vong hon.

Nir thﬁn Persephone ngdi trén mdt ngai vang bang bac va nhin cham chd ching toi. ‘Néu hién gio' a mia xuén, ta s& c6 thé chao don cac ngudi mdt cach
dung dan hon ¢ the gioi trén kia. Than 61, gio dang 13 miia dong, the nén day 1a diu tot nhat ta c6 thé lam.”

Giong ba &y nghe that chua x6t. Sau tAt ca chimg Ay thién nién ky, t0i dodn ba &y vén khong bang long song véi thén Hades nira niim. Ba nhur bi tay
trang va ling timg, nhu mdt birc anh nmua xuan cli k.

Ba 4y quay lai nhin t6i nhur thé doc dugc cc ¥ nghi ctia toi vy. “Thén Hades ki chong va ki ong chi ctia ta, ciu trai tré. Ta s& im bét ctr diéu gi cho ong
ay. Nhung trong trudng hop ndy ta can su giip do cua nguoi, va phai nhanh Ién. N6 ¢6 lién quan dén thanh kiém ctia than Hades.”

Nico cau miy. “Cha t6i khong ¢6 thanh kiémndo. Ong dy str dung gy trong céc trén chién va chiéc mil gieo réc kinh hoang”

“Ong 4y da khong c6 mot thanh kiém,” ni¥ than Persephone sira lai cau néi ctia Nico.

Thalia dimg bat ddy. “Ong 4y dang rén mt vt twong trung cho sirc manh m6i sao? Va diéu d6 khong duoc phép cia thin Zeus sao?”’

Nit thin mia xuan chi tay. Phia trén mit ban, mdt hinh anh ddt nhién xuit hién: cac thg rén chién binh xuong lAmviée cham chi trong mot 16 rén cé nhitng



ngon lira mau den, str dung nhimg chiéc bia 6 hinh déng nhing chiéc dau lu kim loai dé dénh vao chiéu dai ctia mdt thanh sac dang bién thanh mot
ludi kiem

“Cudc chién voi cac thin khong 16 Titan sip dién ra,” nit thin Persephone n6i. “Chiia t& Hades ctia ta phai duoc chudn bi sin sang.”

“Nhung thin Zeus va thin Poseidon s& khong bao gid cho phép than Hades diroc rén mdt vii khi moi!” Thalia phan d6i. “Diéu do s& lim mét can bing
hiép udc chia sé strc manh ctia ho.”

Nit than Persephone lic dAu. “Y ngwoi ki didu do s& khlen cho than Hades ngang bang V61 ho sao? Hay tin ta, con gai clia thin Zeus, Chua té Cai chét
ching ¢6 y dinh chdng lai hai em ciia minh d4u. Ong 4y biét ho s& khong bao gior hiéu, d6 1 Iy do tai sao 6ng Ay lai rén né trong im king.”

Hinh anh trén mit ban téa sang lung linh. Mot nguwoi tho rén xéc wdp dura thanh kiém vin con nong kn. C6 thir gi d6 ky la duoc gin vao dudi kiém—
khong phai la da quy. Trong giong voi..

“P6 c6 phai la mdt chiée chia khoa khong?”” t6i hoi.
Nico cuoi gin. “Do 1 chia khoa ciia than Hades?”
“Cho da,” Thalia n6i. “Chia khoa ctia thin Hades 1 gi?”

Nico trong con xanh xao hon ca me ké cia cau éy. “Than Hades c6 mdt chudi cac chia khoa vang ¢ thé mo hodc dong cai chét. It nht... d6 chi a mot
huyén thoai.”

“Diéu do ¢ that,” nit than Persephone noi.

“Lam thé ndo dé mo va dong céi chét lai?” t6i hoi.

“Nhitng chiéc chia khoa d6 c6 stre manh dé cAm ti mot linh hdn & Dia ngyc,” nit thin Persephone néi. “Hoéc tha nd ra.”
Nico nudt xubng, “Néu mot trong nhirg chiéc chia khoa d6 duoc Fp Ién thanh kiém..”
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“Nguoi str dung co thé gy ra cai chét,” nit thin Persephone n6i, “hodc giét chét bét cir sinh vét sbng ndo va goi linh hdn ciia n6 dén ia nguc chi vi céi

chamnhe vao ludi kiém.”

Tét ca ching toi Qéu im ling. Voi nurée trong bong i chéy roc rach trong goc. Nhitng nguoi héu gai lo King quanh chiing t6i, mang dén nhing khay tréi
cay va keo c6 thé khien chung t6i & lai méi méi dudi Dia ngyc.

“P6 12 mot thanh kiém nguy hiém,” cudi cling t6i ciing cat tiéng,

“N6 s& khién cho thin Hades khong thé bi danh bai,” Thalia dong y.

“Céc nguoi thiy ddy,” nit thin Persephone ndi, “tai sao cac ngwoi khong gitip timnd lai.”

Toi liéc nhin ba dy. “Ba vira néi | gip timn6 lai phéi khong?”

D6i mit ctia nit than Persephone that xinh dep va hét strc dang so, nhu nhimg bong hoa doc dang nd r§. “Ludi kiém da bi d4anh cép khiné gin hoan
thanh. Ta khong| biét ly do tai sao, nhung ta nghi ngd mdt 4 than, mdt vai tay chan ctia Kronos da lam viée d6. Néu ludi kiém d6 roi vao tay ciia nguoi
dimg dau cac than khong 16 Titan...”

Thalia dimg bat ddy. “Ba da dé cho ludi kiém bi danh cép! Viée d6 moi ngu ngde lam sao? Kronos gio at hén da ¢6 nd trong tay!”

Cac i tén ciia Thalia bién thanh cac cdy hoa hong leo. Cay cung bién thinh cay kim ngn véi nhimg bong hoa méu tréing va vang,

“Cén than QQy, ¢6 tho san,” nit thin Persephone canh bao. “Cha ¢6 c6 thé 13 thdn Zeus, va ¢6 ¢6 thé 13 tro ta ctia Arternis, nhung c6 khong dugc phép
ndi Vi ta bang giong khong ton trong nhur thé & cung dién cua chinh ta.”

Thalia nghién rang, “Tra... lai... cung tén... cho... toi.”

Nit than Persephone vy tay minh. Cung va tén tr6 lai binh thurdng, “Gir héty ngdi xudng va king nghe. Thanh kiém c6 thé con chua ra khoi Dia nguc.
Thén Hades da ding cac chia khoa con lai ctia minh d¢ dong tat ca cira & Bia nguc. Khong ai hay céi gi c6 thé ra hodc vao cho dén khi ong dy tim thay
thanh kiém, va dng ay dang str dung tat ca sttc manh ctia minh dé dinh vi tén trdm.”

Thalia mién cudng ngdi xudng, “Thé ba mudn ching t6i im gi cho ba?”

“Viée tim kiém lurdi kiém khong thé thong béo rong rai duoc,” nit than ndi. “Chiing ta da phai déng cira Dia nguc, nhung khong ndi 8 1y do ctia viée do,
hay cac bay toi cﬁq ques khong thé dL‘lng trong cudc tim kiém Ho khong thé bict dugc vi€e ludi kiem do ton tai cho dén khi moi viée ket thic. Di
nhién, ho khong thé biet dugc n6 dang bién mat.”



“Néu ho nghii thin Hades dang giip ric r6i, ho ¢6 thé roi bo ong dy,” Nico doan. “Va s& gia nhap vao doi quan ctia cac vi than khong 16 Titan.”

Nir thin Persephone khong dép tra, nhung néu mot it than c6 thé lo Eing, ba Ay dang nhur thé. “Tén trom &t phai la mt & thzin Khong c6 vi thin bt tir
130 ¢6 the trye ticp cudp di vt khi cia cac vi than bat tir khidc. Ngay ca Kronos ciing phai tudn theo Quy Ludt C6 Xua do. Ong ta 6 mot tay trong nao
d6 ¢ dudinay. Va dé bat mot & than... chung ta s€ str dung ba ngurdi cac nguoi.”

“Tai sao lai 1a ching t6i?” t6i hoi.

“Céc nguoi la con cta ba vi thin quan trong,” nit thin Persephone 161 “Aico thé chiu duoc sire manh‘két hop cuia ba ngwoi? Ngoai ra, khi cac nguot
ly lai duoc Iudi kiem cho Hades, cac nguoi s€ goi mbt thong dicép dén dinh Olympus. Than Zeus va thin Poisedon s€ khong chong lai vii khi m6i ctia
Hades néu né duoc chinh ba ngudi con cuia h trao cho 6ng ay. N6 s€ thé hién rang cac nguoi tin twong Hades.”

“Nhung t6i khong tin 6ng dy,”” Thalia noi.

“Pong y,” t6i n6i. “Tai sao ching t6i im moi viéc cho thin Hades, dimg ndi dén viée ching t6i phai mang dén cho 6ng 4y mot siéu vii khi? Pung khong,
Nico?”

Nico nhin chim chidm Ién mt ban. Nhitng ngén tay ctia cdu bé gd g0 vao hrdi kiém Stygian miu den ctia minh.

“Dling khong, Nico?”” t6i nhéic

Phai mit mdt gidly cau Ay moi ngude nhin t6i. “Em phai m diéu nay, Percy. Ong dy 1a cha em.”

“Oi, khong phai chir,” Thalia phan d6i. “Cau khong thé cho ring viéc d6 1 mot y kién hay dwoc!”

“Thé chi tha dé ludi kiém d6 roi vao tay ctia Kronos sa0?”

Céu bé ciing c6 diém ding,

“Ching ta dang lang phi thoi gian,” nit thdn Persephone noi. “Tén trom c6 thé c6 dong bon & Pia nguc, va hén ta dang tim cach ra khoi noi nay.”
T6i cau miy. “Toi nghi ba d ndi rang toan bd noi nay da bj phong kin.”

‘Khéng mdt nha ti ndo c6 thé kin k& duoc, tham chi ngayrcé bia ngyc. Céc linh hon thubng tim duoc péch ﬂ}oét ra ngoéi nhanh hon ca viéc Hades co
theé dong chit chiing, Céac nguoi phai tim lai dugc thanh kiém trude khi n6 thoat khéi day, néu khdng tat ca déu sup do.”

“Ngay ca khi ching t6i mudn,” Thalia n6i, “%m thé ndo ching toi tim ra dwoc tén trom d6?”

M6t chiu cdy xuét hién trén ban: mot cdy hoa cim chudng vang cin ci chi ¢6 mdt vai chiéc 14 xanh. Hoa ctia n6 nghiéng sang mdt bén nhur thé dang ¢b
tim kiém it troi.

“Céi ndy s& chi duong cho cac nguoi,” nit thin néi.

“MOot cay cam churdng ma thuat?”” toi hoi.

“Hoa s& ludn huéng vé phia tén trém. Khi con mdi ciia cac nguroi tién gan hon diém tr6n thoét, nhimg canh hoa s& roi xudng”
Khi ba 4y dang néi, mdt canh hoa miu vang bién thanh mau x4m va nhe nhang dép xudng dat.

“Néu tat ca cac canh hoa déu roi xudng,” nit thin Persephone noi, “d6a hoa s& chét. Piéu d6 co nghia 1a tén trom da tim dwoc 16i ra va céc nguoi da
tht bai.”

Toi liéc nhin Thalia. C6 4y duong nhur qué say mé vé viéc dudi-theo-tén-trom voi-mdt-bong-hoa nay. Roi t0i nhin Nico. Khong may, t6i nhén ra dugc
bicu hién trén grrong miét cau bé. Toi biet do 1a vé mt khi mong nmuon dugce Am cho cha minh ty hao, thdm chi ngay ca khi cha ban thit sy kho c6 the
yéu duge. Trong trirong hop nay, that sy that sy khd cd thé yéu duoc

Nico s& am viéc ndy, c6 hay khong c6 ching t6i. Va t6i khong thé dé cau bé di mot minh nhur thé.

“Dap (mg toi mot didu kién,” t6i n6i v6i nit thin Persephone. “Than Hades s& phéi thé vi Song Styx réng dng dy s& khong bao g str dung thanh kiém
nay dé chong lai cac vi than.”

Nit than nhiin vai. “Ta khong phai I Hades, nhung ta tin chéc rang ong Ay s& am diéu d6 — nhur thé I tién thudng vi sur gitip do ctia cac ngwoi.”
M6t cénh hoa cam chudng khac dot nhién roi xubng,
Toi quay sang Thalia. “T¢ s& gitt chau hoa khi cdu danh bai t€n cudp nhé?

C6 4y tho dai. “Tot thoi. Lén duong bét tén tromnao!”



0 Dia ngue chiing c6 ti ndo tinh than Giéng sinh ca. Khi ching t6i di xubng cudi con duong ctia cung dién di vao Canh ddng Asphodel, n6 trong kha
gidng v6i i nhitng gi t61 da nhin thay trong chuyén viéng tham trude day cua minh — cuc ky budn rau. . Nhirng cong c6 mau vang va nhirng cdy dwong cdi
coc mau den van méi méi nhu the Céc hinh bong tr6i dat vo dinh khap cac khu 601, xuat hién tir dau va & di ve noi nao, dang tro chuyén cing nhau va
dang c6 nhé lai ho 14 ai khi con séng. O phia trén cao ching t6i, trin hang dong nhubm mot miu den t6i &m dam.

Toi cam théty minh kha | ngu ngde khi 6m chit cAy hoa cim churéng nhw thé nay. Nico k ngwdi din duong vi ludi kiém ciia cju bé c6 thé don dudng
xuyén qua bat cr ddm dong ma khong gily ton thuong, Thalia hau nhu cir 1au bau rang c6 ay tot hon hét 1a khdng nén di tim ki€ém véi hai cdu con trai.

“Nir than Persephone dudng nhu byc doc nhi?” ti hoi.

Nico di xuyén qua mdt dam ma, dudi ching di véi thanh kiém lam tir sit Stygian. “Ba 4y luon hanh dong nhur thé khi c6 mit em Ba 4y ghét em”
“Thé sao ba fiy lai dua cdu vao cude timkiém nay?”

“Chéc chic d6 1 y tuong clia cha em.”” Cau Ay n6i nhur thé cau Ay mudn diéu do 1 s that, nhung toi khong chéc Em vé diéu d6.

T6i cam tlny ky Ia vi thdn Hades da khong truc tlep dé nghi chiing t6i tim kiém thanh kiém cho 6ng 4y, tai sao 6ng 4y lai dé nit thin Persephone dimg ra
giai thich tit c4? Thong thudng thin Had trye tiép bt nat cac 4 than.

Nico tién Ién phia truée. Cho dit dam dong & canh dong c6 dong duc thé nao di nita — va néu ban da ting nhin thiy Quéing truong Thoi Pai vao dém
Giao thira, ban s€ o hon vé nhitng gi toi dang miéu ta - cac linh hon déu 1€ ra trude ciu bé.

“Cau 4y c6 ich voi dam dong toan xic wdp nay,” Thalia thira nhan. “Nghi xem, t¢ s& mang cu ta theo vao lan toi khi t di mua sam.”

C6 &y nam chét cily cung clia minh nhur thé dang ¢ sg'n6 s& mdt in nita bién thanh cdy kim ngin. C0 dy trong chéing I6n hon maly so voi nim truée day,
va thinh linh t6i dt nhién nhén ra rang c6 ay s& khong bao gio' gia di, gio ¢o ay da Ia mot tho san. Dicu d6 c6 nghia 14 t61 d3 gia hon ¢6 ay. That ky quai.

“Vay,” 161 cat tieng hoi “Camnhan ctia cdu vé sy bat tr the nao?”

C6 4y dao tron mét. “N6 khong hoan toan bét tir, Percy. Cau biét diéu d6 mi. Bon t& van c6 thé chét trong trin danh. N6 chi 1a.... bon t¢ khong bao gios
gia di hay dau 6m, vi theé bon t¢ song méi méi néu bon t& khdng bi quai vat cat lat.”

“Van méi nguy hiém.”

“Lubn vdy.” C6 ay nhin quanh, va t6i nhan ra ¢6 Ay dang can thin nhin vio nit ctia nhitng nguoi da chét.

“Néu cau dang tim kiém Bianca,” t6i n6i kh& dé Nico khong nghe thiy, “c6 Ay dang ¢ Elysium C6 Ay chét nhu mdt anh hing”

“Té biét diéu d6,” Thalia ngit 101 toi. Rdi c6 dy 6m Ky chinh minh. “Khéng phai thé, Percy. Té chi... Dimg ban tim.”

Mot cam gidc manh m3 lan khdp nguoi toi. Toi nhé ra ring me clia Thalia di chét trong mdt tai nan xe hoi mdt vai nam trude ddy. Ho chira bao gior gin
gfii nhau, nhung Thalia chura bao gio duge ndi chao tam biét. Néu bong ctia me ¢d ay dang lang vang quanh day — khong la gi tai sao Thalia lai trong hot
hoang nhur thé.

“Té xin 161, t6i noi. “Té da khong nghi ¢én viée d6.”

Doi mit chiing t6i gip nhau, va ti co cam gidc c6 Ay da hiéu. Nét mit ¢6 Ay nhe nhdm dan. “T6 6n. Chiing ta hity nhanh chong két thic viée nay.”

Mot canh hoa cam chudng khéc lai roi xudng khi ching t6i tiép tuc di

Toi khong vui khi cay hoa dan ching t6i i vé huréng Cénh dong Trimg phat. Toi dang hy vong ching t6i thay d6i hudng di vé phia Elysium de ching t0i
¢6 thé gap miit voi nhimg ngudi xinh dep va nhu’ngbum tiéc ting, nhung khong nhur thé. Cay hoa duodng nhu thich noi i khic nghiét nhét va xAu xa nhét
cua Dia ngye. Ching t6i nhay qua mbt dong sudi nham thach va di ngang qua mit vai canh tra tAn khing khlep Toi s& khong miéu ta ching vi ban s&
hoén toan khéng thé ndo n ngon miéng diroc, nhung t6i da ude gi minh ¢ nhitng qua cdu bong trong tai dé ngin chin duoc nhitng tiéng gio thét vao
am nhac cuia nhitng ndm 1980.

Céy hoa cAm chuéng nghiéng hoa vé phia mot ngon ddi bén tay trai ching toi.

“O trénkia,” t0i n6i.

Thalia va Nico ngimg lai. Ca ngudi ho bao pht bd hong khi 16 budc qua Canh ddng Trimg phat. T6i chic chén trong ciing cha kha hon ho 1 miy.

Mot tiéng nghién ken két Ion xudt hién tir phia bén kia cta khu doi, nhur thé ai d6 dang kéo mdt chiée méy giit. ROi ca khu doi i hr véi mdt tiéng
BOOM! BOOM! BOOM! va tiéng chiri riia ciia mdt ngudi dan ong.

Thalia nhin Nico. “D6 c6 phai 1a nguoi chi nghi khong?”?



“E I vay,” Nico néi. “Chuyén gia s6 mdt vé cai chét gia.”
Trude khi t6i c6 thé hoi cau bé nhitng didu cau bé ndi co y @i, cau da din ching t6i én dén dinh dbi.
Ngudi dan ong ¢ phia bén kia khu dbi khong dep, va 6ng ta khong vui vé chit nao. Ongta trong giéng mot trong nhirng con biip bé gitt kho bau véi in

da mau vang cam, mjt cai bung ph¢, chin va tay Ay nhing, va mot c4i khé/ta 16t I6n duoc quin quanh eo 6ng ta. Mai toc bu xti cua 6ng ta dung dimg
nhu mdt ngon dude. Ong ta dang nhay quanh, chiri ria va d4 manh vao mot tang d4 16n gip hai ln so voi ong ta.
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“Toi s& khong!” ong ta go 1on. “Khong, khong, khong!” Roi ong ta phét ra mt loat nhimg tiéng chiri riia bang mdt vai thir tiéng khac nhau. Néu t0i co
mot trong nhiing cai binh, noi ban bd vao hai muoi lam cent cho mdt tir xau, t6i c¢d the kiém dugc khoang nam tram déla.

Ong ta bt dau di khoi ting 4, nhung chi sau mudi bude chén, ong ta i ko dao i lai, nhu thé ¢ mdt e vO hinh ndo d6 da kéo ong ta lai vdy. Ong ta
di loang choang v¢ lai phia tang da va bat dau dap dau minh vao do.

“Puoc rdil” dng ta hét Ion. “Puge rdi, nguyén ria ngwoil”
Ong ta xoa d4u minh va lau bau thém mot vai tir chiri ria. “Nhung day 1 lan cudi nhé. Ngwoi 6 nghe ta ndi khong?”
Nico nhin ching toi. “Di thoi. Khi ong ta dang & giita nhitng 1an nd Iyc.”

Ching t6i bod xudng doi.

“Sisyphus!” Nico goi.

Nguoi dan dng d6 ngrde nhin véi vé méit ddy ngac nhién. Roi ong ta It lai phia sau ting d4. “Oi, khong! Nguoi khong ira duoc ta véi nhitng cai trang
do6 dau! Ta biét nguoi chinh 1a Than bao thu!”

“Chiing t6i khong phai Than béo thiy,” ti ndi. “Chiing toi chi mudn néi chuyén.”

“Di dil” 6ng ta hét vang. “Hoa hoét ciing ching lim cho moi viéc trd nén tdt hon dau. D3 qua tr dé n6i i xin 161!
“Nghe nay,” Thalia ndi, “ching ti chi mudn...”

“La-la-la!” ong ta hét Ion. “Ta khong mudn nghe!”

Ching t6i dudi theo ong ta quanh tang d4 cho dén khi cudi ciing Thalia, ngudi nhanh chén nhét, da tim duoc toc ong ta.
“Ngimng lail” ong ta khoc thét Ién! “Ta con c6 tang d4 phai di chuyén. Tang d4 phai di chuyén!”

“To6i s& di chuyén tang d4 ho ong!” Thalia d& nghi. ““Vi thé nén im Bing va n6i chuyén véi nhimg ngudi ban cta to1.”
Sisyphus ngimg lai. “Nguoi... nguoi s& di chuyén tang da gitip ta sa0?”

“Thé con t6t hon 1 nhin thiy 6ng,” Thalia liéc nhin toi. “Nhanh Ién nhé.” Roi sau do6 c6 4y déy Sisyphus vé phia ching toi.
C6 4y dit vai minh Ién tang d4 va bét dau tir tir dy n6 kén dinh doi.

Sisyphus quic nit nhin t6i ddy hoai nghi. Ong ta bop Jy mili toi.

“Oil” t61 n6i.

“Vay cau khong phai 1d Nit thdn bao thiy,” 6ng ta n6i voi vé mit ddy kinh ngac. “Cay hoa dé ding dé lam gi?”

“Chiing t6i dang tim kiém mdt ngudi ndi. “Cay hoa nay dang gitp ching toi tim nguoi d6.”

“Nit thin Persephone!” Ong ta nhd murde bot vao dat. “D6 1 mdt trong sb cac thibt bi truy tim clia ba ta, phai khong?”” Ong ta nghiéng ngudi t6i trdi,
va t6i bt gap mot hoi thé khé chiu ctia mdt-Bo-gid-mudn-doi- in-da. “Toi da lira ba dy mot an trude ddy, cau biét khong, Toi da lira tat cd bon ho.”

T6i1 nhin Nico. “Dich nghia 161 néi d6 nao?”

“Sisyphus da lira doi c4i chét,” Nico gidi thich. “PAu tién ng ta xich Thanatos, nguwoi thu nhit lish hon, vi thé khong ai c6 thé chét. Sau d6 khi Thanatos
thoat ra dugc va sap stra giét ong ta, Sisyphus bao vo minh lam sai I€ tang d€ ong ta s&€ khong duoc an nghi. Sisy ndy — liéu toi co thé goi ong 1a Sisy?”

“Khong!”
“Sisy di Iira Persephone cho 6ng ta quay tr6 lai thé gian dé thiam vo minh. V2 6ng ta da khong quay trd lai.”

Ngudi dan 6ng gia cudi khic khich. “Ta d sdng thém ba muroi ndm nita trurde khi ho cudi cling ciing tim duoc ta.”



Thalia hién dang & giira lung ddi. C6 4y cén chit ring, ding lung minh dy tang d4. Biéu cam trén it 6 Ay nhu mudn néi Nhanh én dit
“Vay do I sur trimg phat danh cho ong,” toi n6i voi Sisyphus. “Lan mdt tang d4 1én dbi mai méii. Lidu n6 6 déng khong?”

“Chi | mot tht bai tam thoi!” Sisyphus gao 1on. “Ta s& nhanh chong thoéat khoi day thoi, va khi ta lam thé, tit ca ho déu phai hd then!”
“Lam sao 6ng thoat khoi Dia nguc?”” Nico hoi. “Né da duoc khoa, ong biét dicu d6 ma.”

Sisyphus cudi mot cach tinh quai. “D6 cling Ia cau hdi ma mdt ngudi khac da hoi ta.”

Da day t6i thit lai. “Mot ngudi ndo d6 da hoi y kién ong sao?”

“M6t anh ban tré day gian dit,” Sisyphus nhé lai. “Khong lich sy im. Chia kiém vao ¢6 ta. Ciing chéing d& nghi lin hon d4 giim ta.”
“Ong da n6i gl voi hin ta?”” Nico hoi. “Han ta 1 ai?”

Sisyphus xoa xoa d6i vai minh. Ong ta nguréc nhin Thalia, ngudi dang ddy hon da n gin dinh doi. Khudn niit c6 dy do bimg va md hoit.

“O.... tht kho néi,” Sisyphus n61. “Chura bao gior gip cdu ta trude déy. Cau ta mang theo mdt kién hang duoc boc bang vai den. Vén truot tuyét, co thé?
Cai xéng? Hoac c6 thé néu cac cau doi ¢ day, ta cd thé ditimcauta...”

“Ong da ndi véi cau ta dicu gi?” t6i gang hoi.
“Khong thé nh¢.”

Nico riit kiém minh ra. Thanh kiém Bm tir st Stygian lanh dén ndi n6 khién khong khi kho nong & Cénh ddng Trimg phat bdc hoi. “C4 thir nghi thém
di”

Ngudi dan ong nhin nho. “Kiéu nguoi gi mi mang theo mot thanh kiém nhur thé?”

“Con trai cta thin Hades,” Nico noi. “Gio tra loi ta!”

Khudn niit Sisyphus nhot nhat khong con chit méu. “Ta da ndi voi cau ta B dén n6i chuyén véi Melinoe! Ba dy luén ¢ cach dé ra ngoai!”
Nico ha thip kiém ctia minh xubng, T6i c6 thé nhén ra ring cai tén Melinoe khién cau 4y lo king

“Ong c6 dién khong?” cau Ay néi. “D6 1 hanh dong tyr sat!”

Neudi dan 6ng gia nhin vai. “Ta da timg lira gat thin chét trude day. Ta c6 thé lam lai diéu do 1an nita.”

“Céi tén 4 than d6 trong nhur thé nao?”

“Um.. cau ta 6 mdt cai miti,” Sisyphus noi. “Mot cai miéng, Va mot con mit va..

“Mot mét u?” t6i cit ngang, “Cau ta c6 mot nﬂéng che mit sa0?”

“O... ¢6 thé,” Sisyphus noi. “Cau ta ¢6 toc trén dau. VA...” Ong ta hi hic miéng va nhin ra phia trén vai toi. “Cau ta ¢ kia kia!”
Chung t6i roi ngay vao bay.

Negay khi ching t6i quay Iung lai, Sisyphus chay nhanh xudng d&}i “Ta duoc ti do! Ta duge ty do! Ta... Ac!” Chay cach qua ddi duoc ba mét, 6ng ta
ng ngira ra do sgi day bude vo hinh kéo ngdl. Nico va toi tim lay hai canh tay clia 6ng ta va dan 6ng ta én lai doi.

“Ta nguyén rtia cic nguoil” Ong ta phét ra nhitng o1 n6i xau Xa bang tleng Hy Lap ¢, tiéng La tinh, tiéng Anh, tiéng Phap va mdt vai ngdn ngit khic ma
61 khong thé nhan ra. “Ta s& khong bao i gitp d&! Bi ma cu xin thin Hades dy!”

“Pa lam réL” Nico lau bau.

“Pén day!” Thalia hét lon.

Toi ngude nhin én va ¢6 thé ban thin toi cling da sir dung mdt vai tir chiri ria. Tang d4 dang in thang dén chd ching t6i. Nico nhiy sang mdt bén. Toi
nhay sang bén con lai. Sisyphus hét lon, “KHOOOOOONG!” khi n6 x6ng thang vao 6ng ta. Bang cach nao d6 6ng ta da gitt virng minh va ngimg no lai
trude khind cé theé de bep ong ta. Toi doan Ong ta da luyén tap rat nhiéu.

“Hay mang n6 di mot lin nira!” 6ng ta khoc thét 1én. “Lam on di. Toi khong thé git n6.”

“Khong c6 1an nita dau,” Thalia tho dc. “Ong phai tyr minh m thoi.”



Ong ta mang dén cho chiing t6i thém nhiéu loai tiéng du mau sic khéc. RS rang i 6ng ta s& khong gitp duoc gi thém cho ching toi, vi thé ching t6i dé
oOng ta lai voi sy trimg phat 6ng ta phai chiu.

“Hang cta Melinoe ¢ phia nay,” Nico noi.

“Néu tén trom ndy that sy co mt con Irét,” t6i n6i, “d6 co thé 1a Fthan Nakamura, con trai ciia Nemesis. Hinta nguoi da giai phong cho Kronos.”
“Emnh6 ra 16i,” Nico budn ba ndi. “Nhung néu ching ta ddi miit voi Melinoe, chiing ta gip phai ric rdi Ién. i thoi.”

Khi ching t6i bude di, Sisyphus hét 1on, “Pugc rdi, nhung ddy 1 in cudi. C6 nghe ta n6i khong? Péy I lan cudi!”

Thalia nhin vai.

“Cau 6n khong?” t6i hoi cd ay.

“T¢ dodn...” Co y ngip nglm, “Percy, diéu dang so nhat 1, khi t¢ 1én dén dinh ddi, t6 dot nhién c6 ¥ nghil. T6 da nghi, Chuyén ndy khong kho m. To
co the gitr dugc hon da do. Va khi nd Iin xuong d0i, t& gan nhu bi 161 cudn thir lai diéu d6 mdt lan nira. Té doan t& co the ap lai dicu do.”

C6 4y ngoai du nhin lai day nudi tiéc.
“Di thoi,” toi n6i voi ¢6 Ay. “Chiing ta phéi ra khoi day cang nhanh cang tot.”

Chiing t6i bude di trong v6 tan. Thémba canh hoa cAm chudng nira lai roi xudng, diéu d6 c6 nghia i n6 gan nhu chét mdt nira rdi. Bong hoa huéng mot
day d6i xam lém chom trong nhur nhitng céi ring, vi the chiing t6i Ié budc qua mdt dam da i kira.

“Mot ngy dep trdi dé di tan bo,” Thalia ki bau. “Céc Tho sin gios chic dang dur tiée & cac trang rimg”

Toi tir hoi gia dinh t0i dang lam gi. Me t0i va cha duong Paul s¢ lo ling vi t6i da khong tir truong vé nha, nhung chuyén nay khong phai méi Xy ra lin
dAu tién. Ho chéic s& nhanh chong ngii ring t6i lai én dudng lam nhiém vy, Me t6i s& di t6i di lui trong phong khach, ti hoi liéu t6i c6 quay lai & md qua
ctia minh hay khong,

“Vay ai la Melinoe?” t6i hoi, ¢b birc tri 6¢ ctia minh ra khoi nha cua toi.

“Mét cau chuyén dai,” Nico noi. “Mot cau chuyén dai, rat dang sg.”

Toi sip stra hoi cau Ay ndi thé c6 y gi thi Thalia cti thdp nguoi xubng, “Vii khil”

Toi rit thanh Thity Triéu ra. Toi chic minh trong thét t& véi mt chiu cdm churdng trong tay con lai, vi thé t6i dat nd xudng. Nico ciiing rit kiém ciia minh
ra.

Ching t6i tyra ng vao nhau. Thalia kéo cang cdy cung ctia c0 dy.

“D6 Ia cai gi thé?” t6i thi tham

C6 4y duong nhur dang Fing nghe. Ri méit ¢ Ay mo 16n. Mot nhom murdi hai con ma nir hién ra quanh chiing t6i.

Chiing c6 mot phén hinh déng ctia con | nguol, mot pInn 1a doi. Khuon mit ho c6 mili tet va héch va day long, voi rang nanh va doi miét 16i ra. Bo 1ong
mau xAm r6i bl va bd 4o gidp timg phin bao phit khéip ngudi ho. Ho ¢6 nhing canh tay nhén nhim véi méng vudt & tay, doi canh Iong moc ra tir sau
lung, va d6i chan cong miap mip. Ho tréng kha vui nhon ngoai tri anh it giét nguoi cia ho.

“Keres,” Nico noi.

“Cai gi?” to1 hoi.

“Céc linh hon chién trudng. Ho an céc cai chét bét dic ky tir.”

“Oi, tuyét lam sao,” Thalia noi.

“Li lai!”” Nico ra énh cho céc con ma nit. “Con trai cta thin Hades ra 1énh cho céc nguoi!”

Lii Keres cuoi khiic khich. Miéng ching day nuée dai. Ching liéc nhin vii khi ching t6i voi vé mét day t6i c6 cam giac nhitng con Keres d6 ching so hai
i 101 yéu cau cua Nico.

“Chémg bao JAu nira thin Hades s& bj danh bai,” mdt trong ) ching can nhin. “Nguoi chi mdi ctia bon ta s€ giai thoat cho bon ta.”

Nico chop mit. “Nguoi chi méi sao?”



Con ma nit dimg dau lao tdi. Nico qua ngac nhién dén ndi xém chiit nita bi nd chém thanh timg manh, nhung Thalia d4 ban mot mili tén thing vao khuén
mét doi xau xi ciia nd, va con quai vat d6 bi phan hily.

Toan bd quai vét tin cong Thalia tha cdy cung ctia minh xuong va riit dao ra. Toi thup ngudi xubng khi thanh kiém ctia Nico bay véo qua dAu toi, cit
mHt con ma nit ra m hai. T6i chém va d4m, va ba hodc bdn ma nit Keres nd tung quanh t6i, nhung ¢6 nhidu con hon nita dang tién dén.

“Tapetus s& nghién nat cac nguoil” mot trong s ching hét lén.

“La ai?” t6i hoi. Sau d6 t6i dimg kiém dam xuyén nguoi ¢b ta. Ghi nhé voi chinh minh: Néu ban m bde hoi nhitng con quéi vat, ching khong thé tra 1oi
cau hoi ctia ban.

Nico cling dang gét xuyén qua Keres theo hinh vong cung, Thanh kiém méu den ctia cdu ta hit iy linh khi ctia ching nhu mot cai iy hit bui, va cau ta
cang tiéu diét nhiéu con ma hon, khong khi xung quanh cau ta ngay cang tré nén lanh hon. Thalia quét kén lrng m6t con ma nit, ddmno6 va dam xuyén qua
mdt con ma khac voi cdy dao thir hai ctia c6 ay ma khong thém quay nguoi lai.

“Hay chét trong sur dau dén ndo, con nguoil” Trude khi toi co thé dua thanh kiém ctia minh 1én dé phong thi, mong vubt ctia mdt con ma nit khéc da
€40 VAo vai toi. Néu t6i ¢ méic 4o giap, khong van dé gi, nhung t6i van dang niic dong phuc ctia trrong, Mong vudt ctia con vat d6 xé rach 40 so mi va

lam réch da t6i. Nguyén phan bén trai co thé t6i duong nhur muén nd tung trong sw dau don.

Nico d4 vang mdt con quéi vat ra xa va dammanh vao n6. Tat ca nhitng gi toi c6 thé am i d6 up xudng va cudn tron ngudi lai nhur mdt qua banh, ¢b dé
chiu dung sy ndng bong khiing khiep trong co thé toi.

m thanh ctia trin danh bién mét. Thalia va Nico quay vé bén canh toi.

“C4 Ién, Percy,” Thalia néi. “Cau s& 6n thoi.” Nhung sy run rdy trong giong ndi ctia ¢b dy cho 61 biét ring vét thirong ctia t6i rit t&. Nico cham vao n6
va toi hét Ién dau.

“Ruou thanh,” cAu a?iy oL, “Em & twdi rwou thanh lén vét thuong,”
Ban dang doc truyén Percy Jackson Tap 4.5: Ho So' A Than duoc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 9

Céu iy m6 ndp mot chai nurée thanh va nho timg giot 1én khiip vai toi. Dicu ndy rit nguy hiém— tét ca cac 4 than chi ¢ thé chiu dung duoc chi mot hop
loai murde d6 — nhung con dau cua 61 Idp tire bien mat. Cung nhau, Thalia va Nico bang bé vét thirong cho 61, va t6i da ngat di chi mot vai lan.

Toi khong thé doan duoc da mét bao Ju thdi gian, nhung didu tiép theo i nhé durge 1 toi tira lung vao mdt tang d4. Vai ti dd duoc biang bé. Thalia
dang dut cho 61 nhitng mau nho xfu loai banh thanh ¢ mii s6-c6-la.

“Bon Keres dau roi?” toi thi thAm

“Dirdi,” ¢6 Ay ndi. “Cau im t& cuc ky o Bing ddy Percy, nhung t& nghil cdu ximg dang véi didu d6.”

Nico nép minh ké bén ching t6i. Cau iy dang giit chdu hoa cAm chudng. Chi con lai nim cnh hoa trén bong hoa.

“Bon Keres d6 s€ quay lai,” cdu éy canh bao. Cau éy nhln vai t01 voi vé mit dﬁy quan tim. “yt thu’gng do... bor} Keres d6 1 cc linh hon cta b§nh tat
va bénh dich cling nhur su hung bao. Chung ta chi ¢6 thé lam chdm di syr iy nhiém ctia nd, nhung cudi ciing anh can mdt sy chita tri nghiémtic. Y emla
strc manh cua mot vi than. Ngoaira...”

Cau Ay khong kip n6i hét Ioi.

“Anh 6n m.” Toi ¢d dimg Ién va ngay lp tirc cam thiy budn non.

“Tir tir ndo,” Thalia n6i. “CAu can nghi ngoi trurde khi cau c6 thé di chuyén.”

“Khong c6 thoi gian dau.” Toi nhin bong cam churéng, “MOot trong nhitng con ma nit d6 da nhiic dén Tapetus. Liéu t6 ¢6 nhé ding diéu d6 khong? PO 1
mot than khong 16 Titan phai khong?”

Thalia gat dau day kho chiu. “Anh trai ctia Kronos, cha cta Atlas. Ong ta dugc biét dén nhur 13 thin khong 16 Titan ctia phirong tay. Tén 6ng ta c6 nghia
1 “Mii Khoan’ vi d6 la nhitng gi 6ng ta muon lam vdi ke thi ctia minh. Ong ta da bi ném vao Tartarus ctng v6i nhirng nguoi anh em cta minh. Péng I8
oOng ta hién van phai dang & duéi d6 chir.”


http://ebookfull.net

“Nhung néu thanh kiém ctia thin Hades c6 thé giai thoat dugc cai chét?” toi hoi.

“Cii ¢6 thé thé im” Nico néi, “né con c6 thé triéu hdi nhing linh hon bi doa day ra khoi Tartarus. Chiing ta khong thé dé ching 1im diéu d6.”
“Chiing ta van khong biét ching 14 ai,” Thalia n6i.

“Con lai lam viéc cho Kronos,” t61 noi. “Chic chin I Ethzn} Nakamma. Va hinta dang be“'}t dé‘u} tuyén chon mot trong $0 c~éc thudc ha pﬁa thin Hadeqs
v€ phe minh — nhu bon Keres. Nhitng con ma nit d6 nghi rang néu Kronos gianh dugc phan thang, chimg s€ lam cho sy hon loan va xau xa khong thé

kiém soat duoc.”

“Ching c6 thé dung,” Nico noi. “Cha emﬂcé giit cho moi viée duoc can bang, Ong Ay kiém soét duoc cac linh hon hung dit hon. Néu Kronos chi dinh
mot trong s6 cac anh em minh lam chua t€ Pia ngyc...”

“Nhur anh chang Iapetus nay ching han,” t6i noi.
«... thi Dia nguc s€ cang t& hai hon,” Nico néi. “Bon Keres s¢€ thich diéu d6. Ca Melinoe cling thé.”
“Em van chwra néi cho bon anh nghe Melinoe 1 ai.”

Nico cén can mbi minh. “Ba ta i nit thin clia cAc loai ma — mdt trong nhitng tay sai ctia cha em. Ba ta giam thi v s nhimg nguoi da chét quay tro lai
trai dat. Hang dém ba ta di lén tir Pia nguc d¢ doa con nguroi.”

“Ba ta ¢ con dudng riéng dé di Ién phia trén kia sa0?”

Nico git dau. “Em nghi ngd viée n6 s& bj khoa. Thong thurdng, khong ai dém nghif dén viée xAm pham vao hang dong ctia ba ta. Nhung néu tén trom
than nay du diing cam dé thuong luong voiba ta...”

“Hén ta ¢6 thé quay lai thé gidi loai ngudi,” Thalia bd sung, “va mang thanh kiém dén cho Kronos.”

“La nguoi & sir dung n6 dé giai thodt cho cac anh em minh khoi Tartarus,” t6i doan. “Va ching ta s& gip ric rdi lon.”
Toi grong dimg day. Mot con budn non gan nhur ngét di, nhung Thalia d t6m Ry tay toi.

“Percy,” ¢d 4y n6i, “cau khong du suc...”

“Té phai lam.” Toi nhin khi mdt canh hoa khéc héo di va rung xudng khoi béng cam chuéng. Chi con bdn canh trude ngay tin thé. “Hay dua t& chiu
hoa. Chiing ta phai timra hang dong cua Melinoe.”

Khi ching t61 bude di, toi nght vé nhirng diéu tich cure: cac cau thit bong rd yéu thich nhat cua 61, cudc dbi thoai méi nhat cua t0i voi Annabeth, nhirng
mdn me t6i s& ndu trong dém Gidng sinh — bat cir dleu gi ngoai sy dau dén. Tuy nhién, t6i van cam tlny nhu him ring cop sdc bén dang cin vao vai toi.
Toi s& khong thure syr tt cho trin d4u, va t6i nguyén ria chinh minh vi d3 dé so hd. Toi khong nén dé minh bi thwong. Gio Thalia va Nico s& phai gitip do
to1 trong toan bd nhiém vu.

T6i quéa d&m chim trong cam giac héi tiéc ctia chinh minh dén ndi ti da khong nhan ra 4m thanh gio thét clia mrde cho dén khi Nico n6i, “Uh-oh.”
Khoang murdi lim mét phia truée bon t6i, mbt dong song den ban nude tung tée xuyén qua hém da nii kra. Toi da timg nhin thay s0ng Styx, va con song
ndy khong giéng cling mdt con song, N6 hep va chay nhanh hon. Nudc den nhur myre. Ngay cd bot nude ciing ¢6 mau den. By ddi dién cach bo bén nay
khoang murdi mét, nhung né qua xa dé nhay qua va & day ching c6 iy mot cdy cu.

“S6ng Lethe.” Nico nguyén riia bang tiéng Hy Lap cd. “Chiing ta s& khong bao gi qua dugc bo bén kia.”

Bong hoa lai huréng vé phia bén kia — vé phia ngon niii 61 tam va mdt con duong dan dén mdt hang dong. Phia trén ngon nii, cac birc twong thanh cua
Bia nguc hién ra 1o md nhu mdt bau troi bang da granite den. Toi da khong nght 1 Dia ngue ¢6 mdt bire twong thanh bao quanh bén ngoai, nhung diu
trude mat t6i chimg minh diéu d6 1a co that.

“Chéc phai c6 con duong ndo dé qua bén d6 chir,” ti noi.

Thalia quy sat bo song.

“Cén than d4y!” Nico néi. “Day i Dong song Quén ling, Chi can mdt giot nurde clia n6 roi vao ngudi chi, chi s& bat ddu quén mat chi 14 ai.”

Thalia 1t lai. “Chj biét noi nay. Luke da timg ké cho chi nghe trurée ddy. Cac linh hon s& dén day néu ho lra chon dugc ti sinh, vi thé ho hoan toan quén
hét cudc song trude day cuia minh.”

Nico gt dau. “Boi trong dong nurde d6 va tim tri ban s& dugc x6a sach. Ban s& gidng nhur mjt em bé moi sinh.”

Thalia nghién ctru bor d6i dién. “Toi c6 thé ban tén sang phia bén kia, c6 thé n6 s& cim vao mit trong nhing 16p d4 do.”



“Chi mu6n phé niic sirc ning cta chi vao mot soi ddy khong durge cot chit sao?”” Nico cat t hoi.
Thalia cau my. “Emnéi ding, Diéu d6 chi xuit hién trén phim, nhung .. khong, Liéu em c6 thé triéu hdi mot vai nguoi da chét dén giop ching ta khong?”

“Em c6 thé, nhung ho chi xuét hién & phia bén ching ta ma thoi. Dong nurde dang chay hoat dong nhur mdt rao chéin ngiin can céc linh hon. Ho khong thé
vuot qua nd.”

Toi cau may. “Kiéu luat & ndo lai ngu xuan nhur thé co chir?”

“Nay, em khong phéi 1 nguoi tao ra né.” Cau dy sam soi khuon nit ti. “Anh trong that t&, Percy. Anh nén ngdi xuéng.”

“Anh khong thé. Cac c4u can anh ma.”

“Cén diéu gi?” Thalia hoi. “C4u con khong thé dimg lén.”

“N6 I3 nrde, khong phéi sao? T s& kiém soét durge né. Hodc t& ¢6 thé ngin dong nurde di Jau dé ching ta ¢6 thé vrot song,”
“V6i tinh trang hién gid> ctia anh sa0?”” Nico néi. “Khong dau. Em cam thiy an toan hon voi phwrong n mii tén.”

Toi a0 dao di ra phia bo sdng.

T6i khong biét liéu minh c6 kim dwoc didu d6 khong, Téi 14 con trai ctia thdn Poseidon, vi thé viée kiém sodt nude bién khong 1a vin dé gi. Nhing con
song binh thuong... c6 thé, neu linh tinh song cam thay muon hop tac. Cac con song ma thudt ¢ Dia nguc? Toi khong biét.

“Li lai,” t61 noiL

Toi tap trung vao dong nurde — dong nuée den dir doi dang chay ngang qua. Toi twong trong n6 ki mot phin co thé ciia chinh minh. T6i c6 thé kiém soat
dong chay, khién n6 dap lai y muon cua toi.

Toi khong chic lam, nhung t6i nghi dong murdc bin tung toe va n01 tam mot cach ninh liét, nhur thé n6 ¢6 thé camnhan dugc sy hién dién cia t6i. Toi
biét t61 khong thé ngimg dong song hoan toan. Ddng chay s& ndi gidn va im ngip toan thung ling, bén tung tde vao ching toi ngay khi t6i dé nd quay vé
trang thai ban dau. Nhung khong con hra chon nao khac.

“Chéng co gl xy ra ca,” toi lu bau.

Toi dira hai tay minh 1én nhur thé t6i dang nhic cai gi d6 qué dau toi vay. Phéan vai bi thuong ca t6i nong nhu dung nham nii lira, nhung t6i ¢b 1o n6 di.

Dong song dang cao. No tran 1én hai bén bo, dang kén 1o ha xubng lai theo hinh vong cung I6n — mdt cdu vong mrde den gian dir cao sau mét. Long
song trude it chiing t6i bién thanh bun kho, mdt duong ham bén dudi con song chi rong du cho hai ngudi cing di qua.

Thalia va Nico liéc nhin t6i ddy kinh ngac.
“Di di,” 161 n6i. “Té khong thé giit cai nay lu duoc dau.”

Nhirng diém vang dang nhay nhét trude mit t6i. D6i vai bi thurong ctia tdi gan nhur gao thét vi con dau. Thalia va Nico truron vao ong song va di bang
qua con dudng bun nhdp nhap do.

Khong dugce roi mit giot mrdc nio. Minh khong thé dé bat cor mot giot nude nao cham vao ho.

Song Lethe chéng lai t6i. N6 khong mudn bj bude ra khoi hai bor ctia n6. N6 mudn doi xuéng trén hai ngudi ban ctia t6i, x6a sach ky trc cua ho, va nhén
chim ho. Nhung t6i da giir vong cung,

Thalia leo 1én bd ddi dién va quay lai gitip Nico.

“Qua day ndo, Percy!” c6 4y néi. “Bi dil”

Péu gdi t6i bt dau rung rung, Hai canh tay t6i run rdy. Toi budc n trude mdt bude va gan nhur t nhao. Dong nurde bt dau bit dau rung lén.
“T6 khong thé,” toi goi I6n.

“C6, cau c6 thé!” Thalia n6i. “Bon t6 can cau!”

Bing cach nao d6 6i cb ging leo xudng long song. Mot bude, rdi bude nira. Dong nurde cudn cudn phia trén dau t6i. Doi gidy ciia t6i kéu loc boc trong
bun.

Khi di qua dugc nira con song, t6i truot chin. Toi nghe tiéng Thalia hét Ién, “Khong!” Va sy tap trung cta ti nhanh chéng bi pha va.

Khi Séng Lethe d6 am xudng trén ngudi toi, t6i chi ¢6 dit thoi gian cho mdt y nghi lidu finh cudi cling: Khoé réo.



Toi nghe duoc tiéng Am 4o va cam nhan duoc stre ning ctia hang tAn murde khi con song trd lai trang thai tr nhién ctia n6. Nhung...

T6i m6 miét ra. Bao  quanh t6i a bong i, nhung t6i hoan toan kho rdo. Mot l6p khong khi bao quanh t0i nhur mdt Iop da thir hai, bao vé t6i khoi anh
huéng cia d. Toi ¢b ging dimg lén. Ngay ca nd lye nho git cho minh duoc khé rao —mot diéu t6i da tirng lam nhidu An trede dy trong nude binh
thurdng — t6i ciing kho ¢ thé diéu khién duoc. Téi i ach di xuyén qua dong nurée den xi vé phia trude, khong nhin thdy gi va gip d6i ngudi lai vi con dau.

Toi leo ra khoi Song Lethe, khién Thalia va Nico ddy kinh ngac, hai nguoi da phai nhay i wéc chimg khoang hon mdt mét. Toi di loang choang vé phia
trude, d6 yp ngudi xudng trude mét nhitng ngudi ban ctia minh, va bat tinh véi sy lanh buot.

Mui vi ctia ruou thénh im t0i dan tinh lai. Vai t0i duong nhu dang trd nén kha hon, nhung trong tai t0i lai vang kén nhitng tiéng ri ram day kho chiu. Hai
nit t6i ndng burng nhur the t6i dang bi sot vay.

“Ching ta khong thé cho ciu 4y udng thém rugu thanh nira,” Thalia dang noi. “Cu dy s& bdc chay mét.”
“Anh Percy,” Nico noi. “Anh cd nghe em n6i khong?”

“Lira,” t5i u bau. “Pa biét.”

Toi tir tir dimg ddy. Vai t6i da duoc thay bang moi. N6 van dau, nhung t6i ¢6 thé dimg duoc.

“Chiing ta da dén gan,” Nico n6i. “Anh c6 thé di bo khong?”

Ngon ntii hién ra Iy mo phia truée ching t6i. Mot con dudng mon Ay bui ubn lwon kén cao khoang ba muroi mét dan dén miéng ctia mdt c4i hang. Con
duong dugc 16t bing xuong ngudi voi cam giac 4m cing,

“MOot céi hang that ron gay,” t6i noi. “Nit thin ciia nhitng con ma. C6 g ma khong gidng chir?”

Nhur thé dap lai 101 t6i vira ndi ra, mdt tiéng rit Ién vang vong khéip ngon nii. Swong tring dang Ién cudn cudn tir cai hang nhur ai d6 da mé may lim kho
da.

Trong man suwong, mot hinh anh hién ra — mot ngwdi phy nir cao 1on voi mai toc vang x0a ra. Ba ta mic mot chiéc 4o choang témnnu hdng va c6 mot ly
rugu trong tay. Khuon niit ba ta lanh ing va day ché trach. Toi c6 thé nhin xuyén thau ba ta, vi the t6i biét ba ta [a mdt kieu linh hon ndo d6, nhung
giong ndi cuia ba ta kha that.

“Gidr thi nguroi da quay lai” ba ta cau nhau. “Um, gior d3 qua mudn rdil”

T6i nhin Nico va thi thAm, “Melinoe sao?”

khong tra 1oi. Cau 4y dimg nhu trong, nhin chidm chiim vao linh hon trude mit minh.

Thalia ha cung ctia minh xudng, “Me u?” Nudc nit dang day trong mit ¢d 4y. Dot nhién cd Ay trong nhur vira méi Ién bay.

Linh hdn quéing ly nrou trong tay ba ta xudng. N6 vy tan va bién mét trong man swong, “Biing vay, con gi. D6 1 1i ctia con! Con da ¢ dau khi me
chét? Sao con lai bo di khi me can con?”

“Con... con...”

“Thalia,” t6i n6i. “N6 chi Ia mdt cai bong, N6 khong thé lam dau cau duge.”

“Ta con nhiéu hon thé,” linh hon cau nhau. “Va Thalia biét diéu d6.”

“Nhung,.. me da bo roi con,” Thalia ndi.

“Nguwoi la mit dira con gai dang thirong! Mot dira tré bo nha di hoang bac b&o!”

“Nging lail” Nico budc t6i trude voi thanh kiém chia théing vao ba ta, nhung con ma d6 da thay dbi hinh déng va dbi dién véi cau y.

That kho dé nhin thiy dugc con ma ndy. B ta | mdt nguoi phu nit mic mdt chiée 4o dam nhung den 16i mdt véi mdt chiée mil phi hop. B ta mang mjt
chudi ngoc va gang tay trang, va mai toc den dugc budc dang sau.

Nico ngimg lai. “Khong thé...”
“Con trai ctia ta,” con ma ndi. “Ta dé chét khi con con qué nho. Ta da rdi bo thé gidi trong sur tiéc thurong vo han, va sur lo Eing cho con va chi gai con.”
‘GMe‘?”

“Khong, d6 1 me ctia chi,” Thalia lim bam, nhur thé ¢6 4y van con nhin thay hinh anh dau tién vay.



Nhitng ngudi ban cua t6i dang can giip d0. Swong mi dan day dic hon quanh chan ching tOi, quén chit quanh chin ching toi nhur nhitng dy leo. Mau
séc duong nhur dan bién mét trén 4o quan va khubn mit ho, nhur thé ho dang dan trd thanh nhitng c4i bong vay.

“i 10, t6i n6i, nhumg giong ndi ciia ti dwong nhur chaing higu qua may. Bat chip con dau, t6i nhéc thanh kiém lén va bude vé phia con ma. “Ngwoi
chang phai 1a me cua bat ctr ail”

Con ma quay lai d6i dién voi t6i. Hinh anh lp 1oe va t6i diroc Nit thin ctia nhitng con ma trong hinh dang that.

Ban s& nghi mot lat sau t6i s€ ngimg viéc chét khiép boi vé bé ngoai ctia nhitng con ma Hy Lap, nhung Melinoe lai kh}'én t0i cue ky ngac nhién. Phan bén
phai cua bata t‘rz’mg béch nhur the ba ta bi hiit mau ra khoi co the vay. l?ha?m bén trai cua ba ta den nhu murc va ran chﬁc, nhu da cua xélc'uép. Bé'ta mac
mot chiec 4o dam vang va mdt céi khan choang vang, P6i mit ba ta trong rong, va khi toi nhin vao chiing, t6i cam thay nhu dang nhin thay cai chét ctia
chinh minh.

“Nhitng bong ma ctia nguoi & dau?” ba ta cau kinh gang hoi.

“Clia t61... t61 khong biét. Toi khong c6.”

Ba ta cau nhau. “Moi ngudi déu co bong ma — nhitng con ngudi da chét ma ngudi udn hdi tiéc. Toi 0. Sur so hii. Tai sao ta lai khong thiy duogc cia
nguoi?”

Thalia va Nico v?ym dang bi mé hogc, nhin chim chiim vao ba ta nhur thé d6 chinh | nguoi me da mét tir u cua ho. Toi nght vé nhitng nguroi ban khéc
ma t61 da nhin thay ho chét — Bianca di Angelo, Z6e Nightshade, Lee Fletcher, dén mdt so tén dai loai nhur the.

“T6i da chuc phuce cho ho,” t6i noi. “Ho da qua doi. Ho khong phai 1 nhitng con ma. Gio, hdly tranh xa nhitng ban t6i ra!”

Toi chém manh vao Melinoe. Ba ta nhanh chong Iti lai, cau nhau voi s thit vong, Man suong quanh cac ban t6i dang dan tan di. Ho dtmg d6 chép
chdép mit nhin con ma phia trude mit nhu thé ho wira nhin thay hinh dang gém ghiéc cua ba ta.

“P Ia c4i gi?”” Thalia néi. “O dau...”
“P6 a mdt cdi bay,” Nico n6i. “Ba ta da lra ching ta.”

“Céc nguoi da qui mudn roi, i 4 thin dang ghét,” Melinoe ndi. Mot cénh hoa cam chudng nita roi xubng, chi con lai mt cénh duy nhat trén bong hoa.
“Su thoa thuan da dugc thiet 1ap.”

“Thoa thuan nao?” t6i gang hoi.

Melinoe dang tao ra nhtmg tiéng suyt suyt, va t01 nllan ra réng d6 a cach ba ta cudi. “C6 rat nhidu con ma, anh ban & th,éin tré tudi a. Ho mong udc duoc
gidi thoat. Khi Kronos thong tri thé gioi, ta s€ c6 thé tu do di gitra nhitng con ngurdi binh thurdng ca ngay va dém, gieo rac noi kinh so vi ho dang nhan
duoc dieudo.”

“Thanh kiém ctia Hadd4u?” t6i hoi. “Ethan dau?”

“Két thiic 161, Melinoe hira. “Ta s& khong ngiin nguoi. Ta khong cin m thé. Nhanh thoi, Percy Jackson, ngwoi s& ¢6 rét nhiéu con nma. Va nguoi sé
nhéta.”

Thalia kéo cung va hudng nd Ve phia con ma. “Néu nguoi mo mot duong kén thé gioi loai ngudi, ngwoi ¢6 thue sur nghi ring Kronos s& tudng thrdng
cho nguoi sao? Ong ta s& quiang nguroi xudng Tartarus ciing voi tit ca céc bé toi ctia thin Hades.”

Melinoe nhe ring ra, “Me ctia nguoi da ding, Thalia. Nguoi i mot dira con gai chi biét gian dir. Gioi viée bo tron. Ngoai ra chiing c6 gi nita.”

Mii ten duoe bén ra, nhung khi nd cham vao Melinoe ba ta bién mit trong man suong, chiing dé lai gi ngoai tiéng cudi khé nghe ciia ba ta. Mili tén ctia
Thalia ban vao tang da va hoan toan khong nguy hai gi.

“Conma ngungoc,” co ay lau bau.

Toi ¢6 thé ndi co Ay thuc sy run rdy. DI it ¢6 Ay reom rrdém d6. Hai tay ¢ Ay run run. Nico trong kha choang vang nhur thé ai d6 danh vao gitta doi
Nt cla cdu dy vay.

“Tén trém...” cau Ay noi. “Chéc chén & trong dong, Ching ta phai ngiin hin ta trudc khi..”
Negay lic d6, canh hoa cudi ciing roi xudng. Péa hoa bién thanh méu den va héo ri.
“Qua tré,” ti noi.

Tiéng cudi ctia mdt ngudi dan ong vang lén tir phia bén dudi ngon nii.



“Nguoi noi ding v& diéu do,” mdt giong ndi vang Ién. C6 hai nguoi dan ong xuat hign & migng hang — mdt ciu nhoc voi miéng che ¢ mét va mot ngudi
dan 6ng cao ba mét trong b 4o quan lién nhau rach rudi. Toi nhin ra cau nhoc: Ethan Nakamura, con trai cia Nemesis. Trong tay cdu ta | thanh kiem
chua hoan chinh - m0t ludi kiem hai ludi duoc lm bang sat Stygian den véi thict ke hinh b xwong duge khéc noi bang bac. N6 khong c6 can, nhung ¢
cudi hudi kiem 1a mdt chiee chia khoa vang, y nhur hinh anh t6i duge nit than Persephone cho thay.

Ga khong 16 dimg canh hén ta c6 d6i mét bing bac nguyén chit. Khuon mit ong ta dwroc bao phi béi 16p réu Iom chém va méi toc xamnhd ra mdt cach
it trét tr. Ong ta trong manh khanh va pho phac trong b 40 quan i rach nat, nhur thé 6ng ta vira trai qua mot vai ngan nam trude déy ¢ day mot cai
1o, nlurngngaycaklntrongtmhtrangyeuotnlm thé ong ta trong kha I dang so. Ong ta dua mot tay minh ra va mot cai gido khong 16 xuét hién. Toi
nh¢ nhiing gi Thalia da ndi vé lapetus: Tén ong ta c6 nghia 1a “Mii Khoan’ vi 6 1a nhitng gi 6ng ta muon lam véi ké thu cua minh.

Tén khong 16 Titan cudi ddy doc ac. “Va gio ta s& hiy diét bon bay.”

“Qng chu!” Ethan gét ngang. Han ta mic bo quén,éo da chién voi chiée bald deo ing ling sau hrng. Miéng che mit ctia héin vénh Ién, khuon mét hén phi
day b6 hong va md hdi. “Chung ta da cé thanh kiem Ching ta nén...”

“Pugc rdi, duge rdL,” tén khéng 1 Titan n6i vii vé sdt rudt. “Nguoida lam rit t8t, Nawaka.”
“La Nakamura thua 6ng chi.”
“Gi ciing dugc. Ta chiic em trai Kronos ciia ta s& tudng thudng cho ngwoi. Nhung gior ching ta dang ¢6 viée giét nguoi can phai chii tam.”

“Chia t& cta 16 Ethan kién tri tlluyét phuc. “Ngai chra thurc sur c6 duge toan b strc manh. Ching ta nén di [én va triéu tip cac em trai ngai & thé gioi
trén kia. Chiing ta duoc Iénh phai bo tron.”

Tén khong 10 Titan quay dau lai v& phia hin ta. “BO TRON? Nguoi vira moi ni BO TRON?”

Mat dt rung chuyén. Ethan ngi nén mong xubng dat va bo i ra sau. Thanh kiém chuwa hoan chinh ctia thin Hades kéu lach cach khi va vao cac ting da.
“O-6-6ng chi, Amon...”

“TAPETUS KHONG BO TRON! Ta da chos doi ba nién ky dé duoc goira khoi céi h6 d6. Ta mudn tré thi, va ta s& bét du im diéu d6 béng cach giét
hét nhitng ké yeu duoi nay!”

Ong ta chia mili gido vao t6i va tAn cong,

Néu 6 6ng ta c6 du sirc manh, t6i hoan toan khong nghi ngd 6ng ta s& dam xuyen qua gitra nguoi toi. Ngay ca khi yéu 6t va vira m6i ra khoi hd, ng ta kha
nhanh. Ong ta di chuyén nhu mdt con ¢ xody, chém cuc ky nhanh dén d6 6i khé c6 thoi gian né ¢t tin cong trude khi thanh gido ctia 6ng ta dam
xuyén qua tang da noi t6i vira mdi ding,

Toi choang vang dén do kho c6 thé giit thanh klem cta minh. Tapetus giat manh thanh gido ra khoi mt dat, nhung khi 6ng ta quay lai dbi dau voi toi,
Thalia da ban tén vao bén suon, tir vai i dén dau gdi ctia 6ng ta. Ong ta rdng Ién va quay sang co 4y, trong con gian dir hon 14 bi ton throng han
Nakamura ¢6 rit thanh kiém ctia hiin ta ra, nhung Nico da hét Ién, “Ta nghi nguroi khong nén m diéu do!”

Miat dét trrde it Ethan nirt ra. Ba tén linh xwong dwoc vil trang xuat hién giao chién voi hén ta va day hén ta i lai. Thanh kiém ctia than Hades van
nam trén cac tang da. Neéu t6i co thé lay duoc no...

Tapetus chém manh thanh gido vao Thalia va c6 4y nhay ra khoi hudng di ctia nd. C6 4y tha cay cung ctia minh xubng dé c6 thé rit dao ctia minh ra,
nhung c6 ay s€ khong cam cy duoc lau trong tran chién gay go nay.

Nico Qé Ethan lai cho céc chién binh xwrong va tin cong Iapetus. T6i dang & phia trurde mit 6ng ta. Toi cam thAy vai minh sép nd tung, nhung t6i lao vao
tén khong 10 Titan d6 va ddm manh thanh Thiy Tri€u xuong xuyén qua bap chan ctia tén khong 16 Titan do.

“AHHHH!” miu vang thin thanh chéy ra tir vét thurong, Tapetus xoay nguoi lai va can gido clia dng ta quét manh vio ngudi toi, hét toi ving ra xa.
T6i dam sdm vao cac tang d4, sau d6 roi xudng ké bén Song Lethe.

“MAY CHET TRUOC ” Iapetus r6ng 1én khi 6 ong ta di khap khiéng vé phia t6i. Thalia b gy chiry bémg cach ha guc ong ta bang cung lira dién tir cac
cdy dao cua o 4y, nhung don tin cong ctia co Ay chi nhu nhitng con muoi ma thoi. Nico dam 6ng ta bang thanh kiém ctia minh, nhung lapetus da hét
cau Ay ving sang mdt bén mi chéng thém nhin. “Ta s& giét tAt ca cac nguoi! Sau d6 ta s& quing linh hon ciia cac ngwroi vao trong bong tdi bét tin cia
Tartarus!”

MEt i nhin thiy toan cac vét den. Toi hoan toan khong thé di chuyén. Chi thém mdt vai phan va toi s& roi In ¢ vao dong song.
Dong song,

Toi nudt manh, hy vong giong ndi cia t0i van con hoat dong. “Nguwoi... ngwoi thdm chi con xau hon cé con trai minh, ” t0i ché giu tén khong 16 Titan. “Ta
¢ thé hicu duge gi Atlas c6 dugc sy ngu ngde cuia han tir noi nao.”

Tapetus gim gir. Ong ta di khap khiéng vé phia toi va ning thanh gido ciia 6ng ta kén.



Toi khong biét lidu t6i co con du strc manh hay khong, nhung toi phéi thir. Iapetus ddm manh thanh gido xudng va t6i Bin qua mot bén. Thanh gido dam
Xuyén qua nyit dat ké bén noi toi dang dtmg. Toi vuron tay 1én va ndm Ky ¢b 40 cua 6ng ta, hy vong vao sy that la 6ng ta dang bj thuong va mét cAn
bang, Ong ta ¢b dimg vimg, nhung ti da duhét strc Iwc ctia minh dé kéo ong ta vé phia trude. Ong ta trrot chan va ngdl xudng, ném chit By tay toi
trong con hodng loan, sau d6 ching t6i cting nhau roi vao song Lethe.

TOOOOOM! Téi nhanh chéng chim vao trong dong nude den xi.

Toi cau nguyén than Poisedon béo vé toi, va khi t6i in xudng ddy, 01 chot nhén ra minh hoan toan khd rdo. Toi biét quyen loi clia ban than. Va toi van
dang gilt chit co 4o cta tén khong 16 Titan.

Dong chay 4t da tach ong ta ra khoi tay toi, nhung khong biét sao dong séng tur d6i hudng xung quanh t6i, dé ching t6i lai véi nhau.

Véimot it sirc manh con lai ctia minh, t6i leo ra khoi dong song, kéo theo lapetus bang canh tay inh kin ctia minh. Ching t6i d6 4p ngudi xudng bén bo
song — t61 hoan toan kho rao, t€n khong 16 wdt nhep. Poi niit bac ctia dng ta gio' mo 1on nhu miét trang,

Thalia va Nico dimg va nhin xubng toi voi vé mat’da‘iy kinh ngac. O phia trén hang dong, Ethan Nakamura vira m6i chém xong chién binh xuong cudi
cung. Han ta quay ngudi lai va hoa da khi nhin thay nguoi khong 16 Titan dong minh ctia minh dang nam thing cang trén mat dat.

“Chua té... chia t& ctia ta?” C4u ta goi.

Tapetus ngdi ddy va nhin chim chim vao hén ta. Sau d6 ong ta quay lai va mim cuoi voi toi.
“Chao,” 6ng ta hoi. “T6i la ai?”

“Ong 14 ban cia t6i,” t6i budt miéng, “Ong 13.... Bob.”

Pidu d6 duong nhu khién ongta rAt hai long. “Ta 1a ban ctia cdu, Bob.”

Cb nhién, Ethan c6 thé nhén ra 1 moi viéc khong dién ra theo nhur mong doi. Hin ta liéc nhin thanh kiém cta thin Hades dang nim trén mat dat, nhung
trude khi han ta c6 thé lao t6i, mdt mili tén bac dugc ban ra cam chit 1én mit dat ngay trudc mat ciu ta.

“Khong phai hom nay, thing nhoc,” Thalia canh cao. “Chi thém mdt bude nira thdi, tao s& ghim ban chan may vao d4 ddy.”
Ethan bo chay — chay théing vao hang dong ciia Melinoe, Thalia ngim vio lung hén ta, nhung t6i ndi, “Khong. Bé cho hin di.”
Cb 4y cau may nhung ha cdy cung xudng,

Toi khong chic tai sao t0i lai mudn tha Ethan. Toi doén da ¢6 du trén dénh trong mdt ngay, v thanh thit ma ndi, toi cam thiy hdi tiéc cho thing bé. N6
s€ gap da rac roi khi tuong thuat moi chuyén lai cho Kronos.

Nico cui xuf')ng cAm thanh kiém ctia thAn Hades mdt cach ton stng. “Ching ta da léiy lai duge. Chiing ta thue sy da le”iy lai dwoc thanh kiém

“Ching ta da?” Tapetus hoi. “Toi co gilp gi nhiéu khong?””

T6i ¢b trung ra mdt ny cudi yéu 6t: “Cé ddy, Bob. Cau da lam rat tot.”

Ching ti c6 mot chuyén di toc hanh vé cung dién ciia than Hades. Nico d chuyén 10i trude, nhd ¢6 nhiting hon nma ma cau Ay goi 1én khoi mit dat, va
chi trong vong vai phit, Ba Nit Than Bao Thu tw dén dua ho quay tr6 ve. Ho khong thich thi gi viée mang theo Bob — vi thin Titan, nhung t0i khong
danh dé ong ta lai mot minh, dac biét sau khi 6ng ta nhin thay vet thurong trén vai toi, noi, “Oi chao,” va da chita lanh n6 chi voi mdt cai cham nhe.

D sao di nita, vao thoi diém ching t0i den phong ngai ctia thin Hades, t6i cam thAy thét tuyét. Vi tlnn ca céi chét ng01 trén chiéc ngai lim bang xurong,
nhin trimg trimg vao ching t6i va vubt vubt bo rau den cua minh nhur thé ong ta dang suy ngm céch t6t nhét dé tra tin chung toi. Nit than Persephone
ngdi ké bén dng ta, khong ndi mdt 1oi, khi Nico giai thich vé cude phiéu uru ctia ching toi.

Trude khi ching t6i dura tré lai thanh kiém, t0i khéing khéing budc thin Hades phii thé khong sir dung n6 chong lai céc vi thén. Doi mit ong ta 16e sang
nhu thé muon thiéu chdy t6i vy, nhung cudi cting 6ng ta nghién rang dua ra 101 the.

Nico diit thanh kiém & chan cha minh va cti du, chés doi sur trdng thuong tir cha minh.

Thin Hades nhin vo minh. “Nang da khong tuan theo ménh IEnh truc tiép cuata”

Toi khong chéic 6ng 4y dang ndi gi, nhung nit than Persephone khong phan tmg, ngay ca voi cai nhin xem thudng tir ong Ay.

Than Hades quay lai nhin Nico. Anh mit 6ng 4y diu di chi mdt gidy, nhu da mém hon thép. “Con s& khong néi chuyén nay ra voi moi nguoi.”

“Vang, thura ngai,” Nico dong y.



Ong 4y liéc nhin t6i. “Va néu cac ban ciia con khong gitt mdm giit miéng, cha s& cit hrdi ching,”
“Xin ctr tr,” t61 nOi.

Thén Hades nhmthanhklem Do6i mit dng aydayglandu va mdt didu gi khéc nita — n turong tur nhur sur khao khat. Ong Ay bing ngén tay. Nit Thin
Béo Thit ha canh xudng tir trén dinh ngai ctia ong dy.

“Mang Iudi kiém ndy quay tro vé lai xudng rén,” 6ng ta néi véi ho. “O d6 voi céc tho rén cho dén khi nd hoan tat, va sau d6 demn6 tro lai cho ta.”

Nit Than Béo Thi bién it trong khong khi cing voi vii khi, va t6i tur hoi con bao Hu nita s& dén ngay ti hoi hin vi nhitng gi xéy ra ngiy hom nay. Luon
¢6 nhitng cach dé lach khoi 1oi the, va t6i nghi rang than Hades s& timra dugc mdt trong s6 chiing,

“Ngudi that khon ngoan, chua té ctia ta,” nir than Persephone noi.

“Néu ta khon ngoan,” ong ta liu bau, “ta s& nhdt nang trong phong nang. Néu nang khong tuan 1o ta mot lan nita...”

Ong ta khong n6i hét 1oi de doa ciia minh. Sau d6 6ng ta bing tay va bién mét vao bong toi.

Nir thin Persephone trong con xanh xao hon so voi binh thuong, Ba a Ay mit mot lic dé vudt thing lai 40 dam, sau d6 quay vé phia ching t6i. “Céc nguoi
da am rat tot, cac 4 thin.” Ba ta viy tay va ba bong hong do xuat hién dudi chén ching t6i. “Dé nat nhitng bong hong ndy, cic ngwoi s§ quay trd lai thé
gidi ctia cac nguroi. Cac ngwoi ¢6 durgc 101 cam on tir chiia t& cia ta.”

“Tbi c6 thé cho 1 thA ” Thalia cau nhau.

“Te,}o ra thanh kiém y tlrong clia ba,” t61 dot n}ﬂén l}iéu 10. ‘iD(’) 1a Iy do tai sao thin Had@s da k‘h(‘)ng c6 mat ¢ day khi ba trao cho ching t6i nhiém vy
Than Hades da khong bict dén chuyén thanh kiem bién mat. Ong ta thim chi khong biét dén sy ton tai ctia nd.”

“Nham nhi,” nit than noi.

Nico ndm chit ném tay. “Percy ndi ding, Ba Imon than Hades tao ra thanh kiém nay. Ong 4y da noi “Khong” voi ba. Ong dy biét viee d6 qua nguy
hiém. Céc vi thdn khéc s& khong bao gior tin ng dy. Viée d6 s& xda bo s can bing vé strc manh.”

“Roi n6 bi dénh cap,” Thalia noi. “Ba da déng cira Dia Nguc, khong phai thin Hades. Ba khong thé noi voi ong &y chuyén da xdy ra. Va ba cin ching
t61 tim thanh kiém vé trude khi than Hades biét chuyén. Ba da loi dung

Nir t}ﬁn Persephone li‘ém mdi minh. “Piéu quan trong la Hades gio da chap nhén thanh kiém. Ong dy s& hoan tat no, va chong ta s& tré nén manh m3
nhu than Zeus hodc than Poseidon. Vuong quoc ctia ching ta s€ duogc bao vé d€ chong lai Kronos... hoac bat ctr ai co de doa ching ta.”

“Va ching t6i | nguyén nhén,” t6i ndi day khén kho.

“Céc nguoi da rat hiru ich,” nit thin Persephone dong y. “C6 1& mdt phan thudng cho sy im king ctia cc nguoi...”
“Bién di,” t6i n6i, “trurde khi t6i mang ba ném xudng song Lethe. Bob s& gitip t6i. Phai khong, Bob?”

“Bob s& gitip cau!” lapetus dong y day phén khoi.

Mit nit thin Persephone mo 16n, va sau d6 ba ta bién mit trong mdt con mura hoa ctic.

Nico, Thalia, va t6i ndi 1o tam biét & ban cng nhin ra Asphodel. Bob thin Titan ngdi bén trong, dang xy nha bing cac khiic xuong va cudi vui vé mdi
khi né sup db.

“Em s& xem chimg 6ng ta,” Nico noi “Ong ta gid da vo hai. C6 thé... emkhong biét. Chiing ta ¢ thé huén luyén cho ong 4y lim diéu gi d6 that tot,
chang han.”

“Em chiic i emmubn & lai day chir?” t6i hoi. “Niit thdn Persephone s& khién cudc séng ciia em v cing khdn dén.”
“Em phai & lai,” c4u bé khing dinh. “Em mudn & gin cha em. Ong iy cin mot nguoi ¢b van t6t hon.”
Toi khong thé tranh cai vé diéu do. “Um, vay néu em can bét cir didu gi...”

“Em & én tiéng,” cu bé hira. Ciu bé bit tay v6i Thalia va ti. Cau bé quay lai dé roi di, nhung ciu bé nhin t6i thém mdt lin nita. “Percy, anh khong
quén 101 d€ nghi cua em cha?”

M6t sur 6n lanh chay doc sng lung ti. “Anh van con dang nghi dén diéu do.”
Nico gt du. “Puoc roi, bt ctr khi ndo anh sin sang.”

Sau khi cau bé roi di, Thalia hoi. “Dé nghi gi thé?”



“MOot didu cau bé da noi voi t6 vao miia hé nim ngodi,” toi néi. “Modt cach hop Iy dé chién ddu véi Kronos. N6 qua nguy hiém. Va t6 thi da 6 qua du
nguy hiém cho mdt ngay roi.”

Thalia gat dAu. “Trong trudng hop d6, van con mudn an ti chir?”

Toi khong thé khong mim cudi. “Sau tit ca nhing chuyén ndy, cau van con d6i bung sao?”

“Nay,” ¢b Ay noi, “ngay ca cac vi than ciing phéi an. TG nghi v& mon hamburger thit bam c6 1an pho mét & quan McHale’s.”
Va ching t6i ciing nhau dap nét nhimg bong hong dan 16i quay vé thé giéi con nguoi.
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