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Chuyén gi s€ xay ra néu céc vi than Olympia van con séng & thé ky 212 Chuyén gi s& xay ra néu ho yéu va c6 con voi ngudi tran? Va nhing dira con d6 6
thé trd thanh nhiing anh hting i dai - nhu Theseus, Jason va Hercules?

Chuyén gi s& xay ra néu ban A mot trong s6 nhing dra tré d6?

Véi viéc kham pha ra than phan ban thAn ctia minh, cAu bé murdi hai tudi Percy Jackson da bét diu lén duong thyre thi nhi€ém vu cure ky nguy hiém trong
cude doi minh. Vi s gitip do ctia than rimg va con gai ctia nit thin Athena - Annabeth, Percy da di khip mrdc My dé tim bt ke trom vii khi hity diét — tia
chdp ctia thin D6t. Trén khdp cude hanh trinh d6, cau da phéi dbi mit voi nhitng ké thit hing manh, nhimg ngwoi dang mudn ngiin can cau thi hanh nhiém
wvu. Vuot qua tAt ca, cAu mubn &ap nguodi cha ma cdu chua bao gio biét dwoc. Va Oracle da canh béo cho cau vé su phan boi cuia mdt ngurdi ban.

Sach dugc ban ban quyén 34 nude. Sach da duoc chuyén thé thanh phim truyén nhya cing tén do Chris Columbus dao dién, va sy tham gia ctia céc sao:
Uma Thurman, Pierce Brosnan. ..

Sach thudc Series Percy Jackson va cac vi thin Olympia gdm 5 cubn ki: The Lightning Thief (Ké Cip Tia Chép), The Sea of Monsters (Bién
Quii Vat), The Titan’s Curse (Loi Nguyén Ciia Thin Titan), The Battle of Labyrinth (Cudc Chién Chén Mé Cung), The Demigod Files (Ho
So' A Than), The Last Olympian (Vi Thian Cubi Cing). Bo sach nay d ban duoc 8.1 triéu ban trén toan thé giéi, chiém 129 tuan trong danh sach Sach
ban chay nhat trén New York Times cho thé loai sach thiéu nhi.

Ban dang doc truyén Percy Jackson Tdp 4: Cude Chién Chon Mé Cung dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhidu truyén hon & EbookFull(dot)Net.

Chuong 1

Théi bay modt ngdi truong nita a dibu toi hoan toan khong mubn Bm trong ky nghi hé nay. Nhung gios t0i, vao mit budi sang thir Hai tuan dAu tién ciia thang
Séu, dang ngdi trong 6 t6 clia me trude cong trudng trung hoe Goode ¢ 81 pho D

Goode 12 mdt toa nha Ion Jam bang d4 két ndu quay mit ra Song Bong. Mot déng xe BMW va Lincoln Town Car dang d4u phia bén ngoai. Liéc nhin chiéc
cong to vo bang da xinh dep, t6i tur hoi khong biet minh s& try duoc bao 1au trude khi bi tong ¢6 khoi day.

“Thur giin di.” Me t0i n6i, nhung nghe giong ba chéng ¢ vé gi | thur gian ca. “Pay chi |a mot budi hoc dinh hudng, Va nho réng, con yéu, day B truong
ctia Paul. Vi vay hdy c6 khong... con biet day.”

“Pha huy?”


http://ebookfull.net

“'Dl.’lng.”

Paul Blofis, ban trai cua me 61, dang ding ngoai chao don nhimg hoc sinh I6p chin trong lai khi ho bude kn cac bac thém. Vi mai toc hoa ram, quan 40
bang vai jean va 4o khoac da, 6ng ay lam t6i nghi dén mdt dién vién truyén hinh, nhung 6ng ay thue ra chi 1a mdt gido vién tiéng Anh ma thdi. Ong da thanh

cong trong vice thuyet phuc truong trung hoc Goode nhén t6i vao 16p chin cta truong, du sy that 1a t6i da bi dudi khoi moi trudng hoc ma t6i timg dit chan
qua. Toi da ¢b ging canh bao 6ng ring d6 khong phai i mot ¥ tudng hay ho, nhung ong 4y ching thém nghe.

To6i nhin me. “Me van chira néi cho 6ng Ay sur that vé con sa0?”

Me t6i g5 g5 ngdn tay trén vo king mdt cach bbi rdi. Ba dang mic dep cho mot bubi phong vin xin viée — vdi chiée vay va doi gidy cao gbt miu xanh dep
nhét ctia ba.

“Me ngii ching ta nén chér doi,” ba thi nhan.

“Pé 6ng 4y khong so hdi va bo chay mét.”

“Me tin 12 bubi hoc dinh hudng sé& 6t thoi, Percy. Chi mdt budi sang thoi na.”

“Tuyét,” t61 Am bam. “Con tham chi c6 thé bj dudi khoi truong true khi bit diu nim hoc.”
“Lac quan lén ndo. Ngay mai con s& duoc tdi trai. Sau budi hoc dinh hudng, con sé& cé budi hen ho...”
“P6 khong phai 1 hen ho!” ti phan dbi. “D6 i Annabeth ma me. Troia...!”

“Con bé dang lan 16i tir trai t6i day dé gip con day.”

“Um, vang”

“Bon con s€ di xem phim.”

“Va chi ¢6 hai con tho1i.”

“Mel”

Ba gio hai tay Ién nhu dau hang, nhung t6i d4m chic I ba dang hét sirc cd ging dé khong bat cudi. “Tdt hon hét 1 con nén vao trong di, con yéu. Me s&
gip con toi nay.”

Khi dang chuén bi budc ra khoi xe, 01 nggéc nhin én cc bac thém cQa truong, Paul Blofis dang d6n mt ¢ bé cd mdi toc dé ubn quan thanh bup. CQ gai
mic 4o phong mau hat dé va quan jean ki€u rach rudi dugc trang tri bang cac hinh v& dugc v& bang bitt 1ong, Khi ¢6 gai quay nguoi, t6i thoang nhin thay
guong mat cua co ta, guong mit 1am Iong tay t6i dung dung ca Ién.

“Percy?” me toi hoi. “Cé chuyén gi khong 6n sao?”

“Kh... khong c6 gia,” toi lip bap. “Trudng c6 cong phy chir me?”

“Phia cubi diy nha & bén phai. Sao viy con?”

“Con s€& gap me sau.”

Me t6i dinh n6i thém diéu g d6 nhung t6i da chui ra khoi xe va chay di, trong long hy vong 6 gai toc d6 kia s& khong thiy duoc toi.

C5 ta lam gi & ddy nhi? Nigay ca may méin ctia t6i ciing khong té nhur thé nay chir.

Dung vdy. T6i s& dan khim pha ra ring may niin ctia t6i ¢6 thé kim cho toan b chuyén niy trd nén t& hon nhicu.

skesksk

Viée Ién It vao 16p dinh huéng dién ra ciing khong suon sé. Hai hoat ndo vién trong bo dong phuc méu tia va tring dang dimg & cong phy, chér doi dé sin
sang phuc kich nhitng hoc sinh moi.
“Chao!” Bon ho cuoi, diéu cudi ma toi nghi rang d6 1 lAn dau tién va cling la Jn cubi ciing t6i thdy mdt hoat ndo vién than thién véi tdi dén viy. Mot ¢d toc

vang hoe v6i d6i miit xanh dwong nhat. C6 con lai la nguoi My gbe Phi véi méi toc den quan tit nhu dau toc cta my Medusa (va hay tin ti di, t01 blet minh
dang ndi dén céi gi). Ca hai co gai déu c6 tén théu trén dong phuc, nhung v6i chimg khé doc ciia t6i thi miy chir Ay ching khéc nio nhitng soi mi dng vo

nghia.

“Chao mimg dén véi Goode,” ¢6 gai toc vang noi. “Cau chic chén s& yéu quy noi nay.”



Nhung khi c6 ta nguoi toi, biéu hién cua ¢b ta lai noi, Fo, cai a dan nay & daura vay?

Cb gai con lai budc t6i gan t6i mdt cach khd chiu. Toi quan sat tén théu trén dong phuc ctia ¢o ta va doc duoc chit: Kelli. C6 ta ¢6 mii thom ciia hoa hong
va mdt mui nita — t6i nhan ra nho bai hoc cudi ngya khi & trai — ni ctia nhitng con ngwa khi vira duoc tam Véi mot hoz_}t nao Viént‘rljm‘lidé that ky cuc.
Co6 thé ¢6 ta s& hitu mdt con ngyra hodc céi gi d6. Du sao thi c6 ta cling dimng qua gan va t6i cam tudng co ta sap stra day toi ngd xuong bac thang, “Tén
caula g, conca kia?”

“car

“Hoc sinh moi.”

“Um, Percy.”

Hai c6 gai nhin nhau.

“0, Percy Jackson,” ¢d gai toc vang n6i. “Bon t6i dang doi cau day.”

Oi troi, t6i lanh ca song lung. Bon ching dang dimg chén 16i di, trén m6i no' mot ny cuoi khong méy than thién. Theo ban ning tay toi in xubng dudi tui, noi
161 cat cay but vii khi gdy chét nguoi ctia minh — cay Thily Trieu.

Mot giong ndi khac vong lai tir bén trong toa nha: “Percy?” D6 1 Paul Blofis, giong n6i phat ra tir dau d6 phia cudi hanh lang, Toi chura bao gioy cam thiy
vui mimg dén thé nay khi nghe giong ong 4y.

Hai c6 gai hoat ndo vién I lai. T6i voi va chay vut qua ho nén da vo tinh hiic dau gdi vao dui Kell.
Keng!

Chén ctia ¢6 ta tao ra mdt m thanh ctia kim loai rdng, giéng nhur t6i vira hiic phéi cai cot cdr viy.
“A,” c6 ta cau nhau. “Phai nhin dudng chir, con ca kia.”

T6i liéc nhanh xudng, nhung chin cta c6 ta trong van binh thuong, Toi qué sbc dé c6 thé dat ra bit ctir mdt cu hdi ndo. Toi lao vao hanh lang, sau hrng
con vang Ién tiéng cudi nhao bang ctia hai co gii.

“Chéu déy rdi!”” Paul n6i. “Chao mimg chau dén véi Goode!”

“Chao Paul — vang, bac Blofis.” Téi liéc nhin lai dang sau, nhung hai hoat néo vién ky la kia da bién nt.
“Percy, nhin chau giéng nhur vira gip ma vy.”

“Da,

Paul v§ vao lung t0i. “Nghe ny, ta biét chéu dang hoi hop, nhung ché ¢6 o ing. O ddy c6 rat nhidu dira tré cling bi ting dong giam chi § va chimg kho
doc. Cac thay co s€ bict cach giip cac chau.”

Toi chi mudn phi cudi. Phai chi ting dong giam cha y va chimg kho doc 1 ndi lo lon nhét ctia t0i. Thuc ra toi biét Paul dang ¢6 ging gitp t0i, nhung néu toi
ng’)i cho Qng ay biet su that ve 61, hodc dng ay s€ nghi t6i bi dién, hodc s€ thét Ién va bd chay. Hai dira hoat ndo vién kia 1a mdt vi du. Toi cd mét linh cam
rat xau vé bon ho...

T6i nhin vé cudi hanh lang, chot nh ra t6i con mdt vén dé khdc nita. C6 gai toc d6 ma t6i nhin thiy ngoai cong trrdng dang di vao tir cng chinh.

Dirng nhin thy t6i nhé, t6i tham cau nguyén.

Nhung ¢ ta da dé y thiy toi va doi mit ¢d ta mo Ion.

“Lop dinh hudng & dau vay?” Toi hoi Paul.

“Trong phong tap thé dyc. Phia d6. Nhung...”

“Tambiét.”

“Percy?” ong Ay goi, nhung t6i d chay di mit.

T61 nghi minh da bo roi duoc co ta.

Mot dam tré dang tién dén phong thé duc va trong chdc 1t t6i trds thanh mdt trong ba trim dira tré murdi bdn tudi ngdi chét nich trén khan dai. Ban nhac
diéu hanh choi sai diéu bai hat ctia doi, 4m thanh ctia n6 nghe nhur nguoi ta danh 1 cdy gdy bong chay bang kim loai vao mot tii dyng toan meo vay. Nhitng

dira tré 1on hon, c6 I 1a thanh vién ctia hoi hoc sinh, dmg Ién déng trurde am méu dong phuc ciia truong Goode, trong ding kiéu: Nay, ching ta nhin tht
banh! Cac giao vién dimg quanh cudi va bét tay cac hoc sinh. Nhitng birc twong ctia phong tap dan day bién hiéu lon miu tia va miu tring viét CHAO



MUNG NHOUNG HQC SINH MOI TUGNG LAI, GOODE RT TOT, TT CA CHUNG TA LA MOT GIA DINH, va hang dong nhing khéu hiéu
vé khac tuyét voi dén noi lam t6i cam thay buon non.

Chang c6 mdt hoc sinh m6i 130 trong sung sudng khi ¢ day ca. Y toi I chang vui ve gikhi phai theo hoc 16p dinh huréng vao thang Sau trong khi phai dén
thang Chin nam hoc mdi méi bat dau, nhung & Goode, “Chiing t6i chuan bi sém dé trd nén vurot trdi!” It nhat thi do 1a dieu duge ndi trong tai liéu gidi thiéu
clia truong,

Ban nhac diéu hanh da ngimg choi. Mot chang trai trong bo qlﬁl} 40 keé soc dén chd micro va bt dau néi, am thanh vong khéip ca phong tp nén toi ciing
chang rd anh ta dang n6i gi. C6 € anh ta moi dang ¢ khuc dao dau.

C6 ai d6 tim ly vai toi. “Cau dang lim gi & ddy vay?”
Chinh 14 ¢6 ta: con 4&c mdng téc d6 cua toi.
“Rachel Elizabeth Dare,” t01 noi.

C6 ta hd hoc migng nhur thé ¢ ta khong thé tin duoc 1 t6i con ddm nho céi tén ctia 6 ta. “Va cdu a Percy gi d6. Toi khong kip hoi ho tén ddy di clia cdu
khi cau co giét t6i vao thang Mudi hai nim ngodi.”

“0, t6i khong am— t6i khong — cau dang lim gi & dy vay?”

“Gibng cau thoi, t61 doan vay. Lop hoc dinh huéng”

“Cau song & New York 4?2

“Céi g, cAu nghi t6i sbng & Pap Hoover chic?”

Toi chua bao gioy nghi dén diéu do. Bit cir Kkhi nao t0i nghi vé ¢0 ta (161 khong noi 12 t6i tirng nghi vé ¢ ta, c6 ta chi thinh thoang thoang qua trong tAm tri
cua t61 thoi, ok?), t61 ludn cho rang cd ta song ¢ khu vire Bap Hoover, boi d6 la noi ching t6i gap nhau. Ching t6i da ¢6 khoang muroi phit ¢ cing nhau,
trong thoi gian d6 t0i da vo tinh vung kiém vao ¢6 ta, ¢6 ta da ciru song toi, va tdi bo chay vi bi nhitng co méy giét ngurdi siéu nhién ot dudi. Ban bict day,
mot ki€u gap gd tinh cd dién hinh!

Mot vai gi con trai dang sau ching toi thi thim, “Nay, imnao. Cac hoat nio vién dang n6i day!”

“Xin chao, céc chang trail” mdt ¢ gai hét vao micro. D6 chinh 1 ¢b gii toc vang t6i da nhin thdy & 16 vao. “Tén t6i | Tammi, va day b Kelli.” Kelli thyrc
hién mot dong tac nhao 1on.

Bén canh t0i, Rachel kéu Iéo nhéo nhur thé ai d6 ding ghim dam c6 dy. Mot vai dtra nhé nhin qua va cudi khiic khich, nhung Rachel chi nhin chim chim
vao nhom hoat ndo vién véi vé khi€p so. Tammi duong nhu khong hé d€ y dén dam dong. C6 ta bat dau ndi vé tat ca nhitng dicu tuyét voi ma ching t6i ¢
thé c6 trong nam hoc dau tién.

“Chay di,” Rachel ni véi toi. “Ngay bay gio.”

“Tai sao

Rachel khong giai thich. C6 ta tim cach chen lan qua d4m dong dé ra phia 161 di ctia khén dai, bat chip nhing cai cau miy clia gido vién va ca tiéng lu bau
cta nhitng dra nhéc khic ma c6 giam chén lén.

Toi do dy. Tammi dang giéi thich cho ching t6i 1y do ctia vigc chia thinh timg tp va di théim thii quanh trrdng. Kelli bat gip dnh mt ctia t6i va ting cho toi
mot ny cudi thich thi, giong nhur ¢4 ta dang ch doi xem t6i s& phan img the nao. S& that ¢ ncu t6i roi di ngay lic nay. Paul Blofis dang ¢ bén dudi voi cac
gido vién khic. Chac hin ong s& tur hoi khong biét cd dicu gi bat on voi toi.

Sau do toi nghi vé Rachel Elizabeth Dare va kha néng ddc biét ma c6 ta da trinh dién mia dong ndm ngoai & Pap Hoover. C6 Ay ¢6 thé nhin thdy dam nhén
vién bao V¢, nhitng ké chang lam bao vé gio nao, nhitng ké tham chi khong phai con nguoi. Tim t6i dap thinh thich, t6i theo ¢d ta ra khoi phong tap.

T6i tim thiy Rachel trong phong ctia ban nhac diéu hanh. C6 4y dang tron sau céi trong cai.
“Di qua day!” C6 4y noi. “Cui thdp du xudng!”

T6i thiy minh that ngu ngbe khi trén sau mt bd trong bongo(1), nhung t6i van nip bén canh cd ay.
“Bon ho ¢ theo cdu khong?” Rachel héi.

©y cau la cac ¢0 hoat ndo vién éy ha?”

Co 4y gat daulo ling

“Toi khong nghi viy dau,” ti noi. “Bon ho | céi g vay? Ma cau da nhin théy céi gi?”



Poi mét xanh cta ¢6 4y burng Ién ndi so hi. C6 c6 mdt chit tan nhang trén mé, am t6i nhé dén nhitng chom sao. Chiéc 4o phdng mau hat dé ctia ¢ ¢6
chit NGANH NGHE THUT HARVARD. “CAu... cu s& khong tin t6i dau.”

“O c6 chir, t6i s& tin,” ti hira. “Toi biét cau c6 thé nhin thdu Man Swong Mii ma.”
“Nhin théu c4i gi co?”

“Man Swong Mii. DS B... trm, n6 gidng nhur mdt tim mén che gidu sy thit. Mot s6 ngudi binh thudng sinh ra da ¢6 khé néing nhin xuyén qua nd. Nhw ciu
chang han.”

Cb 4y nhin t6i can trong, “O Péap Hoover cau ciing ndi vay. Cau goi toi i con ngudi. Clr nhur cau khong phéi vay.”

T6i cam thiy tim nhur dang d4nh trong, Toi dang nghil gi viy nhi? Toi khong thé giai thich. Tham chi t6i khéng mudn m diéu do.

“N6i cho 61 biét di,” ¢6 Ay ndi ni. “Céu biét né c6 nghia 1a gi ma. Tt ca nhiing thir khimg khiép t6i da nhin thiy 4y?”

“Nghe ndy, diéu ndy nghe c6 vé that dién rd. Cau biét chut gi vé than thoai Hy Lap khong?”

“Gibng nhur... Quai vat Minotaur va Hydra 47"

“Ping 1di, hy 6 ding ndi tén ching khi & canh toi, dugc khong?”

“Va Furies,” ¢6 dy tré nén s6i ndi. “Va Sirens, va...”

“Pugc roi!” Toi nhin quanh sanh ctia phong nhac, chic mamrang viéc lam vira 16i ctia Rachel khién mot i quai vat xAu xa khat mau s& nhiy x0 ra khoi cac
birc twong, nhung may nin chiing t6i van chi cé mdt minh. Cudi hanh lang, t6i nghe thiy dam tré chay ra khoi phong tap thé duc. Bon ho bat dau di tham
quan theo nhom. Chiing t6i khong c6 nhidu thdi gian dé ni chuyén v6i nhau.

“Tét ca Iii quai vat d6,” toi ndi, “tat ca nhitng vi than Hy Lap — i c6 that.”
“T6i biét ma!”

Toi s& cam thiy thoi mai hon nhidu néu ¢6 4y goi t6i i mot ké ndi dbi, nhung biéu hién ciia Rachel giong nhur t6i vira khing dinh s nghi ngd t0i té nhat ciia
c0 ay.

“Cau khong biét t6i da khd so thé nao dau,” ¢d 4y noi. “Bao ndm qua t6i cir nghi minh bi dién. Toi khong thé noi diéu do voi bét ky ai. Toi khong thé...”
D61 mit c6 ay nheo lai. “Poi da. Cau la ai? Y t6i 1a cu thuc sy 1a ai?”

“T6i khong phéi a quai vat.”
“0, t61 biét didu d6. Toi c6 thé biét néu cau 1 quai vat mi. Cau trong gidng... cau thoi Nhung cau khong phai B nguoi, ding khong?”

T6i nubt nurée miéng. Miic di t6i da ¢6 ba nam dé am quen voi viée t6i 1 ai, nhung toi chura bao gior ndi diéu nay voi bat ctr mdt nguoi thirdng ndo — ¥ toi
13, ngoai trir me t61, nhung ba da biét tir trude roi. Toi khong biet tai sao, nhung toi quyet tim ndi ra.

“T6i Ia con lai. T6i chi cd6 mot nira la nguoi

“Va mt mra con lai?”

Ngay sau d6 Tammi va Kelli budc vao phong tap nhac. Canh ctra déng sdm lai déng sau ho.

“Al Percy Jackson day r6i,” Tammi noi. “Da dén lic bat dau budi hoc dinh hudng ctia nguoi rdi ddy.”

“Nhin ho thit khing khiép!” Rachel thé' hon hén.

Tammi va Kelli van dang mic bd dong phuc ¢b vii miu tia va tring, trén tay B nhiing qua bong cd vil

“Trong ho nhur thé n30?”” Toi hoi, nhung Rachel c6 vé qua kinh hai dé c6 thé tra 1oi.

“0, quén cd ta di.” Tammi trao cho t6i mdt ny cudi rang 1& va bét dau di vé phia ching t6i. Kelli vn dtmg chd canh cira dé chin duong ra.

Bon chiing dang don ching t6i lai. Toi biét ching t6i s& phai chién d4u dé thoét ra, nhung nu cudi ctia Tammi qua rang 10, nd im t6i phén tim. Doi it
xanh ctia ¢6 ta rat dep, va nhin nhitng lon toc cua ¢6 ta rét xuong doi vai ...

“Percy,” Rachel canh bao toi.
T6i tra 1o mot cau khong thé thong minh hon: “Unimm?”

Tammi dang tién ngdy cang gan hon. C6 ta dura qua bong ra.



“Percy!” Tiéng ctia Rachel dudng nhur dang vong lai tir mdt noi it xa. “Tinh lai di nao!”

N6 lam tiéu tan hét ¥ chi cta t6i, nhung t0i ciing ly duoc cdy bt ra khoi i va md nép n6. Thity Tridu trér thanh mot thanh kiém bang dong dai mot mét,
Tudi kiém ryc sang véi anh sang vang mo do. Nu cudi ciia Tammi d3 tré thanh mdt nu cuoi khinh bi.

“0, thdi ndo,” ¢d ta cyr my. “Céu khong can phai lam thé dau. Minh hiy thay bang mdt ny hon nhé?””

C5 ta c6 miti hoa hdng va mii Iong dong vat mGi dugce tim rira — mdt mii that ky quiic nhung lai im nguoi ta say mé.

Rachel véo canh tay toi mdt c4i dau diéng. “Percy, c6 ta mubn cin ¢b ciu ddy! Hay nhin c6 ta dil”

“Cb ta dang ghen ddy.” Tammi ngodi lai nhin Kelli. “T6i c6 thé khong, ¢o chu?”

Kelli vin dtmg chén ¢ cira, iém mdi mot cach thém thudng, “Tién Ién dTammi. C6 dang im rét tdt ddy.”

Tammi tién vé phia trude thém mot budc nita, nhung t6i da kip chia mili kiém ctia t6i vao nguc c6 ta. “Lii lai.”

C5 ta gim gir. “Hoc sinh moi,” ¢6 i n6i voi thai do cam phan. “Déy | trudng ciia ching ta, con lai. Ching ta &n nhitng ngudi ma ching ta chon!”

Sau 6 c0 ta bit dau thay doi. Mau séc dan bién mit khoi méit va hai canh tay ca cd ta. Da 6 ta chuyén thanh mw tring nhur phén va doi miit thi d6 ruc.
Réng c6 ta bién thanh nhitng cai nanh.

“Mot con ma ca rong!” Toi lip bép. Va t6i dé y chan ciia ¢6 ta. Ngay bén dudi giu ctia chiée vay c6 vii, chan tri clia ¢ ta c6 miu ndu va xi xi véi mong
gudc ctia con lra. Chén phdi ctia c6 ta c6 hinh dang giong chan ngurdi, nhung né dugce lam bang dong, “Uhhh, mdt con ma ca rong voi ...”

“Pumg dé cap t6i d6i chan!” Tammi cau kinh n6i. “Lam thé that a hdn lo!”

Cb ta tién lén v6i d6i chan coc cach va ky cuc. Nhin ¢6 ta vo cling ky quai, diic biét 1 voi qua bong cd vil, nhung t6i khong thé curdi ndi khi dang ddi dién
voi cap mat do va b rang nanh sac nhon ay.

“Nguoi néi | mdt con ma ca rong 4?” Kelli cudi Ién. “Mot truyén thuyét ngu ngbe in theo bon ta, dd dan. Bon ta a empousai, ddy t6 ctia Hecate(2).”

“Mimmm.” Tammi tién gan hon vé phia t6i. “Ma thuéit bong t6i tao ra bon ta tir dong vat, dong, va nhitng hon ma! Bon ta ton tai dé hit méu nhitng chang
trai tré. Gio thi dén ddy ndo, dé ta hon nguwoi mdt cai dil”

Cb ta nhe nanh ra. T6i da té ligt &én ndi khong thé cir dong duoc, nhung Rachel d3 ném mdt céi tréng con ¢6 ddy chéing vao ddu con empousai.

Con quai vat rit én va hét cai ’trc")ng ra xa. N6 lan tron doc 161 di giita cAc gia nhac, nhitng céi 1o xo dép bing bing vao mit trong, Rachel ném mdt cai mic
cam, nhung con quai vat lai tiép tuc hat no ra.

“Ta khong hay giét bon con gai du,” Tammi gim gir. “Nhung voi dira con gai ngui tran nhu nguoi, ta s& ¢ ngoai 6. Thi e ctia nguoi tt qua mitc can
thiét day!”

C5 ta lao vao tin cong Rachel

“Khong!” Toi vung Thity Triéu lén. Tammi d cd ging tranh ¢t dénh, nhung t6i da chém ngang b ddng phuc ¢b vii clia ¢6 ta, vai tiéng gao 1on ¢b ta nd
tung thanh ddm bui phu Ién Rachel.

Rachel ho séc sya. Trong giéng nhur ¢ éy vira bi mdt ti bot dé vao dau. “That kinh khing!”
“La do Iii quai vat dy,” t6i noi. “Xin 16i.”
“Ngwoi da giét nguoi tap su cia ta!” Kelli gao 1én. “Ngwoi can mdt bai hoc vé tinh thin ddy, dd con lail”

Sau 6 co ta bit dau bién hinh. Méi toc clmg do ctia ¢6 ta chuyén thanh nhing d6m lira Iip 1oe. DOi mit chuyén sang mau do. Va nhitng cdi nanh. C6 ta
lao vé phia ching t6i, ban chan bang dong va bd mong gd ctia cd ta gd loc coc trén nén phong nhac ctia ban nhac dicu hanh.

“Ta Ia empousa cip cao,” ¢b ta gim gir. “Khong mdt anh hing ndo c6 thé chién thing ta hing ngan nam nay.”

“Vay sa0?”” Toi noi. “Gi thi nguoi da qué han roil”

Kelli nhanh hon Tammi rat nhiéu. C6 ta tranh dugc ci tAn cong dAu tién cta t6i va in vao b trong, hit ngd déng kén trombon tao nén dm thanh loang
xoang cuc lon. Rachel bo ra khoi cho tron. Toi dung gilia ¢d ay va con empousa. Kelli xoay vong quanh chiing t6i, mt ¢6 ta di chuyén tir t6i vé phia thanh
kiém.

“Mot thanh kiém nho xinh xén ddy,” c6 ta noi. “That dang tiéc a n6 chin giita hai ching ta.”

Hinh déng c6 ta Ap 16e — lic 3 mdt con quy, lic lai | mdt hoat néo vién xinh dep. Toi cd ging giit cho tinh thén tip trung, nhung n da that sy bi xao



nhéng mat roi.

“Dang thwong qua.” Kelli chéc ludi. “Ngwoi thim chi con chang biét chuyén gi dang dién ra ding khong? S& nhanh th6i, cai trai nho xinh dep cta nguoi s&
chlmtrongblen lira, ban bé nguoi s& trd thanh nd 1 cho Chuia té Thoi gian, va nguoi chang thé 1am gi dé ciru van diéu d6! Ta s& ban 4n hué chim dirt cude
sdng cho ngwoi ngay bay gid, trude khi nguoi phai chimg kién canh 4y nhé.”

Toi nghe durgc giong ndi vong Ién tir cubi hanh lang, Mot nhdm hoc sinh tham quan dang dén gan. Mot nguoi dan 6ng dang néi diéu gi do vé nhing céi
khoa s.

Mit con empousa sang Ién. “Tuyét! Ching ta sip c6 ban dong hanh rdi dy!”

C6 ta nhic mot cay kén tuba Ién va némné vao t6i. Rachel va toi ctii nhanh xudng dé tranh. Chiéc tuba bay qua dau ching t6i va dam xuyén qua cira sO.
Nhitng giong n6i trong hanh lang tit ngim di.

“Percy!” Kelli hét Ién, gid vo s¢ hi, “tai sao cau lai némno di?”

TQi ngac nbién dén ndi khong thdt duoc 1 ndo. Kelli nhit mdt cai gia dé nhac va quéng manh mdt dan keén va sdo. Nhitng chiéc ghé va dung cu choi nhac
d6 ram xudng san nha.

“Durng lai!”” T61 noi.
Gid tiéng bude chan di vé phia ching t6i ngaty cang nhidu va 16 hon.

“Pa dén Itc chao d6n nhitng vi khach ciia ching ta r6i!”” Kelli nhe nanh ra va chay vé phia cira. Toi dudi theo c6 ta voi thanh Thity Triéu trén tay. Toi phai
ngan ¢ ta lam bi thwong nhitng nguoi thuong,

“Percy, dung!” Rachel hét. Nhung t6i da khong kip nhan ra Kelli dinh 1am gi cho t6i khi qua mudn.
Kelli mé tung canh ctra. Paul Blofis va mdt dam hoc sinh moi dirng bude ngd ngang, Toi vung kiém lén.

Vao gidy phit cubi ctng, con empousa hurdng v& phia t6i gibng nhur mdt nan nhan dang co rim vi s¢ hai. “Oi, khong, xin dimg!” ¢6 ta khoc thét lén. Toi
khong thé dung ludi kiém cta minh dugc nita. N6 dang trén dudng di ctia nd.

Ngay trude i kiém bang ddng celestial cham vao nguoi ¢d ta, Kelli da 16 tung trong mdt quang lira Ion nhu khi ban ném mot tréi bom xang vay. Ngon
Itra nhanh chong bao trim moi thir. Toi chura bao gio thay mdt con quai vat nao lam nhu vy trude day, nhung t6i khong co thoi gian d€ ban khoan vé dicu
d6. Toi I lai vao phong nhac khi ngon hira bao phti toan bd cira ra vao.

“Percy?” Paul Blofis choang vang, nhin t6i qua ngon Itra. “Chau da lam gi vay?”

Nhimng dira tré la hét va chay vé cudi hanh lang, Coibéo chdy ra 1én. Voi phun nurde tir trin nha phun xudng.

Trong sy hon loan 4y, Rachel kéo manh tay 4o t6i. “Céu cn phai di khoi day ngay!”

Coa ay n6i ding. Ngdi trudng dang bbc chay va toi s phéi chiu trach nhiém Ngudi thuong khong thé nhin thAu Man Swong MiL. Vi ho chi gidng nhur I t6i
vira tAn cong mdt hoat ndo vién bat hre trude sy chimg kién ctia mdt nhém nhén chimg. Toi khong ¢6 cach ndo giai thich. Toi quay nguoi khoi Paul va
chay that nhanh qua nhimg 6 ctra s6 bi v&

T6i lao ra khoi con hém thong voi Phd 81 Pong va ddm sim vao Annabeth.

“Chao, ciura somthé!” C6 Ay cudi, giit vai t6i dé t6i khoi ngd nhii mit xubng durong, “Nhin duong chir, Oc Tao Bién.”

Trong mdt phan gidly c6 Ay dang trong tAm trang t6t va moi thir déu é)I/l thoa. C6 4y mic ’qua;ln Jean, 4o phong miu cam cua trai va deo chudi hat bang dit
sét. Mai toc vang ctia c6 duoc ¢t dudi ngira. Doi mat xdm tro sang lp lanh. Trong c6 dy nhu dang san sang cho mot bubi xem phim, mdt budi di choi
cung nhau vao mdt budi chiéu mat me.

Thé rdi Rachel Elizabeth Dare, van con dé‘ly bui ctia con quai vat, chay ra khéi hém, hét 16n, “Percy, doi da!”

Nu cudi ctia Annabeth tit ngim. C6 4y nhin chim chéim vao Rachel, sau do 1 ngdi truong. C6 1& dén gior ¢6 dy m6i chua y t6i dam khoi den va chudng bao
chay.

C5 4y cau may nhin toi. “LAn ndy cau lai am gi thé? Va day 1 ai?”
“0, Rachel — Annabeth. Annabeth — Rachel. Uy, ¢6 4y | mdt nguoi ban. Té dodn vay.”

Toi khong chic co mot tir nao khac dé goi Rachel. Y t6i 14, t6i chi moi biét ¢6 Ay, nhung sau hai in & ciing nhau trong c4c tinh thé song-hodc-chét, toi
khong thé chi goi c6 ay Ia khdng-ai-ca.

“Chao,” Rachel néi. Sau d6 quay sang t6i. “Cau dang gip rat nhidu ric rbi. Va cau van dang no t6i mot 101 giai thich dy!”



Coi xe canh sat kéu inh i trén phd FDR Drive.
“Percy,” Annabeth lanh mg néi. “Ching ta nén di th6i.”

“T6i mubn biét nhiéu hon vé con lai,”” Rachel nai ni. “Va quéi vat, va nhimg cau chuyén vé cac vi thin.” C6 4y nim Iy canh tay t6i, iy ra mot cay bit ong
dau va viét mit s6 dién thoai Ién tay t6i. “Céu s& goi cho toi va giai thich, ding khong? Cau ng t6i diéu d6. Con gio thi di dil”

“T6i s& bia ra mt vai cdu chuyén,” Rachel néi. “Toi s& n6i véi ho d6 khong phai 1 16i ctia cau. Cu di dil”
N6i i ¢6 Ay chay v lai truong, bo lai Annabeth va t61 & d6.
Annabeth nhin t6i mdt gidy. Sau d6 ¢o iy quay lung bo di.

“Nay!” Toi chay theo sau Annabeth. “O day c6 hai con empousa,” t6i ¢6 giai thich. “Ching 1 hoat ndo vién vién, cau hiéu khong, va chiing ndi ring trai s&
bi dét chay, va...”

“Va cau ké cho mot dira con gai ngudi tran mit thit vé& chuyén con lai a?”

“Cb 4y ¢6 thé nhin thiu Méan Swong M. C6 4y con nhén ra bon quai vét trude ca t6.”

“Nén cau ké cho co ta hét s that.”

“C6 4y nhan ra t6 tir lic & Dap Hoover, nén...”

“Cau da gip cd ta tir trude 42

“Um, mia dong nam ngoai. Nhung nghiém tic m néi, t& chi biét ¢6 4y qua loa.”

“Cb ta kha d& thiong day!”

“T6... TG chira bao gior nghi vé didu d6.”

Annabeth van tiép tuc di v& phia Pai 16 York.

“Té s& giai quyét chuyén & trurong,” toi hira, o ling thay di chi dé. “Thét ddy, s& on ca thoi”

Annabeth thim chi khong them nhin t0i. “Té nght budi chiéu ctia ching ta thé 1 xong rdi. Gidr phai roi khoi ddy, vi chéic gio canh sat dang chuén bj tim bat
cauday.”

g sau ching toi, khoi bbc kn tir truong Trung hoc Goode. Trong ot khdi den ciia tro tan, t0i nghi ¢6 thé minh da nhin thy mot khudn mit gian xéo voi
doi mit do dang cudi nhao t6i.

Trai nh6 déng yéu ctia ngwoi chim trong Iira, Kelli d ndi. Ban ctia ngwoi s trd thanh nd 1 cho Chuia té Thoi gian.
“Cau ndi dung,” t6i ndi voi Annabeth, tim t6i se lai. “Chiing ta phai v& Trai Con Lai. Ngay bay gio.”
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Chuong 2

Khong ¢6 diéu gi lam két thuc mdt budi sang tuyét dep bing viée ngdi trén mot chiée taxi duong dai voi mot co gai dang gian dit.

Toi ¢6 noi chuyén voi Annabeth, nhung ¢6 4y dang hanh dong nhur thé t0i vira msi dam vao nguoi ba c6 y vy. Toi nd lyc hét minh ciing chi moi duge &
¢ dy vai thong tin, dai loai nhur 1a: miia xuén Iic nhiic day quai vat cia ¢ ay ¢ San Francisco; ¢6 dy da quay trd lai trai hai lan ké tir khi Gidng sinh nhung
khong ndi cho t6i biet tai sao (diéu ndy lam t6i hoi burc, vi Annabeth thdm chi con them chéng n6i cho t6i 1 ¢ dy d ¢ New York); va c6 dy ching c6
thong tin g vé cho ¢ ctia Nico di Angelo (mdt cau chuyén dai).

“C6 thong tin g vé& Luke khong?” t6i hoi.

C5 4y lic dau. Toi biét day | mot chit dé nhay cam ddi véi co dy. Annabeth di luén ngudng md Luke, curu ¢ van cap cao cho thin Hermes, nguoi da
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phan boi ching t6i di theo Chuia té Kronos ddc ac. Co éy s& khong thira nhan, nhung t0i biét ring ¢o éy van con thich hén ta. Khi chiing ti chién dau voi
Luke trén ndi Tamalpais mia dong nam ngodi, khong hi€u bang cach nao han c6 thé song sot khi roi xuong tir vach da cao murdi lim mét. Gior day, nhur i
duoc bict, hin ta van dang chu du trén con thuyén lic nhic quai vat trong khi cho doi Chiia t& Kronos bi bam thanh timg manh nh6 cta hén téi sinh, timg
chut timg chit mdt, trong mdt cai quach vang va cho doi cho dén khi hin du sirc manh dé thach thire v6i cac vi than trén dinh Olympus. Trong ngbn ngit
ctia & than, ching t6i goi né 1a mdt “rac roi.”

“Nti Tam van day quéi vat,” Annabeth n6i. “T6 khong dam lai gan, nhung t6 khong nghil Luke & trén d6. Té nghii minh s& biét néu anh ta & trén d6.”

Piéu do ching hé am t6i cam thdy d& chiu hon. “Con Grover thi sao?”

“Cau 4y dang 6 trai,” c6 4y noi. “Hom nay ching ta s& gip ciu dy.”

“Cau dy c6 gap chit may méin ndo khong? Y t6 1, trong viéc tim kiém than Pan 4y?”

Annabeth sd s& chudi vong cd, cach ¢d 4y van thuong im mbdi khi lo Fing,

“Cau s& biét thoi,” Annabeth néi. Nhung khong giai thich gi thém

Khi chiing t6i di qua Brooklyn, t6i Iy dién thoai ctia Annabeth goi cho me t6i. Con lai nhur chiing t6i c6 khong sir dung dién thoai di dong néu ching ti c6
the tranh, vi viée truyén di tiéng noi cuia ching t6i cling twong tyr viéc ban phéo sang thong bao cho bon quai vat rang: Ta ¢ day nay! Hay dén an ta di!
Nhung t6i nghi cube dién thoai ndy 1a quan trong. Toi dé lai mot tin nhén trén hop thur thoai & nha, cd ging giai thich chuyén da xay ra & Goode. C6 18 ti

da lamkhong t6t. T6i noi voi me rang toi n, ba khong can phéi lo Fing, nhung t6i s& & lai trai cho dén khi moi chuyén diu di. Toi bao ba n6i voi Paul Blofis
rang toi xin 101,

ching t6i di trong im ling, Thanh phd khuét dan cho dén khi ching toi 101 khoi duong cao tdc va chay qua vimg nong thén phia bic Long Island, qua nhitng
vuon cdy an qud, cac nha may ruou vang va cac ctra hang ban san pham tuoi.

Toi chéim chit nhin s6 di¢n thoai ma Rachel Elizabeth Dare da ghi vdi vao tay toi. Toi biét diéu ny & dién 6, nhung 6 gi nhu thdi thiic ti phéi goi di¢n cho
cd ay. Co the cd ay s gip 61 hiu ve nhitng dieu ma empousa da ndi — viéc trai bi thi€u chdy, ban be tdi bi bat gitr. Va tai sao Kelli no tung thanh kira?
Toi biét it quai vat khong bao gids thit sur chét ca. Cudi ctng — ¢o thé sau vai tudn, vai thang, hodc vai nam-— Kelli s& hff)i’sinh trong hinh dang nguyén thity
xau xi cua no tir &m phi. Tuy nhién, i quai vat thuong ching bao gio d€ cho minh bi tiéu diét mdt cach dé dang. D6 1a néu ¢6 ta da that su bi tiu diét.
Chiéc taxi ra khoi tuyén duong 25A. Ching toi di théing xuyén qua cac khu rimg North Shore cho dén khi mot daly ddi thap xuat hién phia bén tréi.
Annabeth bao nguoi 14i xe dirng xe tai s0 3.141 Farm Road, du6i chin Poi Con Lai.

Neudi l4i xe cau miy. “O déy ching c6 gi ca, ¢d gai. C6 c6 chic 1 c6 mudn xudng xe khong?”

“Vang, dung a.” Annabeth dua cho anh ta mdt cugn tién mat, va nguoi lai xe quyét dinh khong tranh lun nita.

Annabeth va t0i di b0 lén dinh doi. Cha rong con bao vé dang lo mo ngi, cudn tron quanh cdy thong, nhung n6 ngAng ci dau bing dong 1én khi chiing t61
tién dén va dé Annabeth gi gai bén dudi cam n. Hoi nurde kéu xi xi tir 16 mili ciia con rong nhur mit cai am nurde va nd lim dim mit ddy sung suong.

“Chao, Peleus,” Annabeth néi. “Gitt moi thir an toan chi?”’

Lén cudi cing toi nhin thay con rong 1 khi nd dai gan hai mét. Bay gio'no da dai it nhét 13 gAp d6i rdi, va to nhur cai cdy ma n6 dang cubn quanh vay. Trén
dAu n6, & nhanh thip nhét ctia cay thong, BO Long Curu Vang sang lap lanh, ma thudt ctia nd bao vé bién gioi cua trai khoi bi thn cong. Con r6ng duong
nhu dang nghi ngoi, nhur thé moi thir déu yén 6n. Dudi kia, Trai Con Lai nhin ¢6 vé yén binh — nhitng canh dong 6, rimg cdy, nhimg tda nha kiéu Hy Lap
sang tring. Can nha kiéu trang trai bdn tAng ma ching t6i goi | Nha Lon tir hio nim giita nhitng canh dong dau tay. V& phia bic, qua bai bién, Long Island
Sound Ip lanh dudi 4nh ndng mit troi.

Nhung... ¢6 gi d6 van khong 6n. Khong cang thing, nhu thé ngon dbi dang nin thd, doi cho diéu tdi té xay ra.

Chiing t61 di )qléng thung ing va nhin ra khoa hpc mia hé dang bét dAurat sQi ndi. Hau hét céc trai vién da dén tu thir Sau tudn trudc, vi thé 16i thue su
camnhén dugc diéu d6. Céc than rimg dang thoi sép trén canh dong dau, khién cho cac cdy dau lon nhanh nhur thoi voi ma thudt cia rimg sau. Cac trai
vién dang theo hoc bai hoc cudi ngwa bay, nhao xudng tir bén trén cac khu rimg bén trén kg nhitng con pegasus ctia ho. Khoi boc én tir cac 1o ren, ting
biia kéu vang khi bon tré tir tao vii khi ctia minh trong gio hoc nghé thuat va thi cong. Cac doi thuge nha nix tha.n Athena va nit thin Demeter dang c6 mot

cudc dua xe ngira quanh duong dua, va phia xa xa & hd chira xudng, mdt vai dira tré trén mot tau chién ¢d ba tang Hy Lap dang chién du v6i mdt con rin
bién 16n mau da cam. Mot ngiy dic trung 6 trai.

“T& can ndi chuyén voi Clarisse,” Annabeth noi.
Toi1 nhin ¢6 ay cham chi nhur thé ¢6 ay vira mdi ndi Té can an mot chie giay ong 1on boc mui vay. “Peé lam gi?”

Clarisse ¢ nha than Ares | mot trong nhifng ngudi toi it ua nht. Co ta la mot ke hay bt nat vo on va hén ha. Cha c6 ta, thin chién tranh, luon mudn giét
t61. Con ¢6 ta lic nao cling muon danh t6i nhir ttr mdi thoi. Ngoai nhitng dieu do, co ta thit tuyét.

“Chung t& dang lam do mot $6 viée,” Annabeth néi. “Té s& gip cdu sau.”



“Lamviéc g?”

Annabeth nhin v& phia canh rimg,

“T¢ & n6i v6i bac Chiron i cau d dén,” ¢d éy noi. “Chéc bac ﬁy $& mudn ndi véi cu trude khi nghe duogc.”

“Nghe cai gi?”

Nhung c6 4y da chay chim cham xubng con dudng dan dén khu vire bin cung mi khong thém nhin lai.

“U,” t6i thi thAm. “T6 ciing rét vui duoc ndi chuyén voi cau.”

Trén duong di bang qua trai, t6i chao hoi mot vai ngudi ban. Trén duong lai xe vao Nha Lon, Connor va Travis Stoll thue nha than Hermes dang déu day
khoi dong chiec SUV cua trai. Silena Beauregard, ¢ van trudng ctia khu nha nit than Aphrodite vay tay chao t6i tir trén lung ngira khi ¢ dy bay qua. Toi
timkiém Grover, nhung khong thiy céu ay déu ca. Cudi cing t6i di tha than vao khu vure dau kiém, 1o t6i van thuong tdi khi tim trang khong duoc tot.
Luyén tap ludn 1am t6i cam thay bét cang thing hon. Co & do danh kiem Ia dieu duy nhat ma t6i that sy hi¢u dugc.

To6i bude vao diu trurdng, tim toi nhur ngimg dap. O giita san, ngdi quay hrng lai v6i ti B con ché ngao 16n nhit mé t6i timg thiy.

Y 6i 14 t6i da timg nhin thdy mdt s6 con ché ngao to 16n xinh dep. Mot con to bing con té giac da ¢b ging giét t6i khi toi murdi hai tudi. Nhung con cho
ngao nay thi to hon ca mot cdi xe tang. Toi khong hiéu im sao n6 ¢6 thé vuot qua ranh gioi phép thuat cia trai. Glong nhu dang ¢ nha, nd nambep di
xudng, gim gir mdt cach hai long khi n6 nhai dirt dau mot chi linh d4nh tran gia. N6 van chura chiy dén t6i, nhung néu t6i gy tiéng dong, 16i biét nd s&
cam nhdn dugc. Khong dii thoi gian dé kiém tim sy tro gitip. Toi Iy cay Thiy Triéu ra va mo nip nd.

“Yaaaaaaah!” Toi lao t6i tan cong, Khi thanh kiém tién din xudng miit lung vi dai ctia con quéi vt thi mdt thanh kiém khac khong biét xuat hién tir dau da
chan Iudi kiém va hda gidi ci tan cong cua toi.

Con chd vénh tai Ién. “Gau!”

Toi nhiy i lai phia sau va theo bén néing thn cong ngwdi kiém si kia — mdt ngwoi dan ong c6 méi toc hoa rim trong bo gidp Hy Lap. Ong ta d dang trénh
duoc cac don tan cong clia toi.

“Nao nao!” dng ta ndi. “Tamngimg!”

“Gau!” Tiéng stia ctia con ché im rung chuyén ca déu truong
“N6 la mdt con ngao!” t6i gao én.

“N6 vO hai ma,” ngurdi dan 6ng noi. “Po 1a O’Leary.”

Toi chop miét, “O’Leary?”

Neghe thiy tén minh, con ché lai tiép tuc stia. Toi nhin ra n6 khong gian dit. N6 dang thich thi. N6 ddy ddy c4i dau dAm mude, dang nhai dé vé phia nguoi
kiém si kia.

“Gioi lim,” ngudi dan ong néi. Vai tay con lai dng Ay ndm phén thin ciia chang linh ma-no-canh & ¢6 némné vé phia khan dai. “Bét Ay ké Hy Lap do! Bat
lay ké Hy Lap do!”

Con O’Leary nhay vot dudi theo sau con mdi ctia minh va nén vao hinh nom, khién 16p 4o gidp ctia né tré nén bep di. Con ché bét dau nhai cai mil sit ciia
no.

Nguoi iém i cudi lanh nhat. Ong ta khoéing chimg nam muoi tuoi, ti dodn vy, v6i mii téc hoa rim ngin va b rau xam duoc cat tia. Ong ta ¢ ngoai hinh
dep theo tiéu chuan ctia mdt nguoi dan ng dimg tudi. Ong ta mic quén leo nii miu den va mot tam giap che ngire bang dong duoc phi Ién trén chice do
cam ciia trai. Dudi ¢d ong ta c6 mot vét la, mot vét mau do tia gidng nhur vét bét hodc mdt hinh xidm, nhung trrde khi t6i kip nhan ra nd 1 cai g, ong 4y
kéo day dai ciia b giap va cai ddu bién mét dang sau cd 4o.

“O’Leary 14 thil cung ciia ta,” ong ta giai thich. “Ta khong thé dé cau d4m vao mdng né dugc, ding khong? Diéu do c6 thé khién n6 so hai ddy.”

“Ong a ai?”

“Hay hira khong duroc giét ta néu ta quéng thanh kiém di chir?”

“Toi g viy.”

Ong tra kiém vao vo va chia tay ra. “Quintus.”

Toi bét tay 6ng ta. N6 xi1 xi nhu tim gidy nham vay.

“Percy Jackson,” ti noi. “Xin I6i vé... Sao ong, hirm..”



“C6 mdt con ch6 ngao lim thit cung? Mot cau chuyén dai, lién quan dén nhiéu lan sujt chét va mdt vai con ché khong 6 nhai d6 choi. A, nhan tién gioi
thiéu, t6i i thay day kiém moi, gitip d& Chiron khi Ngai D di vang,”

“0.” Toi ¢b ging khong nhin chiim chiim khi con O’ Leary xé toac c4i 4o gidp ciia ngudi nom véi canh tay dinh King Eing va ic né nhur Fic mot cai dia ném
“Cho ndo, Ngai D di vang 4?7

“Piing vay, irm... khoang thoi gian ban ron mi. Ngay ca Dionysus gid nua ciing da phéi gitp d&. Ngai dy di thim vai ngudi ban cii, dé dam bao ring ho van
con & chung chién tuyén. C6 & t6i khong nén néi nhiéu hon nira nhi?”

Néu thin Dionysus di vang thi d6 1 tin 5t lanh nhat ma t6i duoc nghe trong ngy. Ong ta im gizm ddc ctia trai chi vi thdn Zeus mudn trimg phat 6ng ta vi
dam tréu dva qua 16 v6i cc nit thn rimg, Ong ta ghét cac trai vién va ludn tim cach am cho cude sdng ctia ching t6i khdn kho. Vi su ving mit ciia dng
ta, miia he ndy c6 1€ thit sy tuyét voi Mat khac, néu thin Dionysus da chiu nhic mong 1én va thuc su bét diu giip dd cac thin myén nguoi chéng lai sur de
doa ctia céc thin Titan, thi moi viéc 4t dang trd nén t€ hai.

Phia tréi 01 bong c6 mot tiéng va I6n. Sau thimg g6 ¢6 kich ¢& ctia nhitng chiéc ban &n ngoi troi xép chong lén nhau, va ching dang kéu lach cach. Con
O’Leary héch miit [én va nhdy vot vé phia ching.

“Nao, 130, ¢d bé!” Quintus n6i. “Ching khong phai danh cho may dau.” Ong ta m con ché phén tim béng chiéc dia bay dugc m tir bd 4o giap bing
dong

Nhimng chiéc thing va d4p manh va rung chuyén. C6 mt vai chit dugc in & canh thing, nhung véi chimg khé doc cua t6i thi phéi mit vai phut t6i moi giai
doan duoc:

NONG TRAI BA G
DE VG
DY LA CUOI CUNG

Doc theo déy, ¢ nhitmg dong chit nho hon: MO CN TEN, NONG TRAI BA G KHONG CHIU TRACH NHIEM VE NHUNG THIET HAI TAI
SAN, THUONG TT HAY NHUNG CAI CHET DY PAU BON.

“Céi gl trong nhitng chiéc thimg d6 vay?” toi hoi.
“Mot bat ngd nho nho,” Quintus ndi. “Hoat dong huén luyén danh cho t6i mai. Cau s& thich cho ma xem.”
“Vang, duoc thdi,” toi néi, méc du ti van khong hiéu 16 vé phén “cai chét day dau don” cho lam

Quintus ném cai khién ‘péng déng va O’Leary chay 4m 4m dudi theo sau. “Nhitng ngudi tré tudi nhu cau can nhiéu théch thirc hon nita. Khi t6i con nho
chang c6 nhitng trai thé nay dé tip luyén dau.”

“Ong... 6ng ciing i con lai?” Toi khong dinh ndi véi vé ngac nhién thé nay, nhung tir tredc dén nay t6i chura nhin thdy mot 4 than gia nhur viy bao gio.

Quintus cudi khiic khich. “Mot sb ching t6i da séng duoc t6i tudi trrdng thanh, cau biét diy. Khong c6 ai trong ching t6i phai 1 dbi tuong ciia nhimg 1o
tién tri khing khiép.”

“Ong biét 1oi tién tri vé t6i?”
“Ta ¢6 nghe mot vai diéu.”
T6i mudn hoi vai diéu do 1 gi, nhung ngay lic d6 bac Chiron 1op cop budc vao déu truong, “Percy, chau day roil”

Chac hiin bac 4y vira tir I6p bin cung vé. Béc iy ¢6 bao dyng tén va cung duge deo ngang chiéc 4 4o phong c6 dong chir: “NHN MA SO MOT”. Bac 4y
da it bo toc quan miu ndu va b rau vi mia héa dudi ciia bac dy I hinh déng ciia mdt con ngyra tréng, 1dm d6m boi bin va co.

“Bac théy‘chfll’l da gip dwoc ngudi hudng din méi cia ching ta.” Bac Ay noi nhe nhang nhung c6 mdt anh nhin khé chiu trong mit bac dy. “Quintus, dng
khong phién néu ta mugn Percy chr?”

“Khong c6 gi, Thay Chiron.”

“Khong cn goi ta 4 “Thiy’ dau,” bac Chiron ndi, méc dui bac dy ciing kha khoan khoai véi cach goi d6. “Di ndo Percy. Chiing ta c6 nhiéu diéu can noi
day.”

T6i liéc nhin con O’ Leary thém mdt in nira, nd dang nhai dirt chén con rdi.
“Thoi, gap lai 6ng sau,” t6i n6i voi Quintus.

Khi d3 dixa, t6i thi thAm v6i bac Chiron, “Quintus ¢6 vé rt...”



“Bf 4n?” Chiron goi y. “Khé hiéu?”

Bac Chiron git dau. “MOot 4 than rat di tr cach. Kiém si tuyét voi. Bac chi wée gi bac hiéu...”

Du i dinh n6i tiép didu g thi rd rang 1 bac Ay da ddi y. “Diéu diu tién, Percy. Annabeth ndi véi bac chiu da gip vai empousai.”
“Vang.” T6i ndi voi bac 4y vé vu danh nhau & Goode, va cach Kelli nd tung thanh lira.

“U,” bac Chiron ndi. “Nhiing con quéi vat manh hon c6 thé lam diéu d6. C6 ta khong chét, Percy. C6 ta chi don gian a bo trdn. Diéu t& hai 1 nhitng ma
nit dang bat dau x6n xao.”

“Bon ching dang im gi & d6?” Toi héi. “Cho chdu sao?”

“C6 thé.” Bac Chiron cau may. “That bt ngd i chdu con séng. Ching c6 strc manh ctia sy lira dbi.. hdu hét cc anh hing déu bi bia chi va bi ching xé
xac.”

“Dang I& chau cling vay,” t6i thira nhan. ‘Nhung nho Rachel.”

Bac Chiron gt du. “Tht mia mai | mdt ngudi tran lai ctru chéu thoat chét, chiing ta ng' c6 Ay mdt mon ng. Nhing dicu empousai n6i vé viée tin cong trai
— chiing ta phai ban thém ve dieu ndy. Nhung bay gio thi di thoi, chiing ta phai vao rimg. Grover s€ can chiu day.”

“O dau ha bac?”
“0 phién toa quan trong clia ciu ta,” bac Chiron ni dirt khoat. “Hoi dong Truéng ko Cloven dang hop dé quyét dinh s6 phan ctia Grover.”

Béc Chiron n6i chiing t6i can kh:;m trurong, nén t0i dé béac Ay cong toi trén lung. Khi ching t6i phi nurée kiéu qua cac can nha, t0i liéc nhin sanh &n — mot cai
sanh ngoai troi kiéu Hy Lap nim trén ngon ddi nhin théing ra phia bién. D6 i lan dAu tién t6i nhin khung canh nay ké tir mia hé nim ngodi, va nhimg ky trc
budn lai tran vé.

Bac Chiron lao vao rimg. Céc ni¥ than cay hé cac thin cdy ra nhin trom khi chung t6i bang qua. Nhitng hinh thil to 16n lao xao trong bong tdi — nhing con
quai vat duoc tha & day dé tao ra thach thitc cho céc trai vién.

Toi cir nghii minh da biét khu rimg nay kha & sau khi choi trd cudp ¢ & day qua hai mia he, nhung bac Chiron dua t6i di theo mjt con duong i toi
khong nhén ra ndi, xuyén qua mdt duong hiam dugc tao ra tir nhitng cay liéu gia, qua mot thac mrdc nhé va di vao mdt chd rimg thra dwoc bao phu boi
hoa dai.

Mot nhém than rimg dang ngdi quay tron trén bai c. Grover dimg gilta, ddi myit ba than rimg gia va cyc ky béo dang ngdi trén nhimg chiéc ngai tao hinh
tr cac bui hoa hong, T6i chua tirng nhin thay ba vi than ring ndy trude day, nhung t6i doan ho &t han 1a Hi dong Trudng 1do Cloven.

Grover ¢6 I& dang ké cho ho nghe mdt céu chuyén. Cau éy xoén vat dudi 4o phong, bdn chdn chuyén dbi mong guéc dé. Cau 4y khong thay d6i nhiéu ké
tir mia dong ném ngodi, co thé boi vi tie do o hoa ciia than rimg chi bang mdt nira con ngudl. Mun cuia cdu dy bat dau moc. Cap stmg da I6n hon mot
chit di1 dé ching tho ra ngoai méi toc xoan. Toi nhan ra toi giy di cao hon cau Ay roi.

P tach rdi ra phia bén kia vong tron i Annabeth, mdt ¢d gai khc t6i chura timg nhin thiy, va Clarisse. Bac Chiron dé t6i & canh bon ho.

Mai toc xo xdc mau ndu cua Clarisse duge bude chit bang chiéc khan tay in hoa sic s0. Néu co thé, co ta tréng rin chéc‘hon, nhu thé c6 Ay dang tap thé
hinh. Clarisse liéc nhin t6i va 1am bam “Ga vo dung,” chimg to ¢6 ta dang c6 tdm trang tot. Thuong thi c6 ta s&€ chao hdi bang cach xong vao dinh giet chét
to1 kia!

Annabeth choang tay qua nguoi cd gaikia, ¢6 ve ¢6 ta dang khoc. C6 ta nho — nho nhén, t6i doan ban s& goi nhu vay — voi méi toc mong lwa thira mau ho
phach va khuon m¥it yéu tinh xinh xan. C6 ay mic mot chicc 4o chiton mau xanh 14 va di xang dan bude day, dang ding khan tay dam dam vao d6i mat.

A9

“Viéc ndy s tré nén rat t&,” cd gai sut sit.

“Khong, khong” Annabeth v vai ¢6 gii. “Cau dy s& khong sao dau, Juniper.”

Annabeth nhin t6i v n6i khong ra tiéng: Ban gai ctia Grover.

{t nhéit t6i nghi d6 1a nhitng gi c6 4y 6, nhung diéu do chiing c6 y nghia gi méy. Grover c6 ban géi? Rdi t6i nhin Juniper k§ hon, tai 0 ta hoi nhon. Mt co
ta, thay vi c6 mau do vi khoc loc, lai 6 mau xanh nhat, mau cua di€p luc. C6 ta 1a mt nit than cay.

“Cau Underwood!” Mot thanh vién ngdi phia bén phéi hét Ién, cit ngang nhimg gi Grover dang ¢ noi. “Cau thuc sy mudn chiing 6 tin nhitng diéu nay 42
“Nhur... nhung, Silenus,” Grover ca lam “D¢ 1a sy that!”

Mot thanh vién ctia Hoi dén& Silenus, quay sang phia dong nghiép va Jam bam mdt vai di?:u g do. Bac Chiron chay nurde kiéu nho Ién phia trude va dimg
bén canh ho. Ti nho ra bc ay la mot thanh vién danh dy ctia Hoi dong, nhung khong may quan tam dén dieu d6. Hoi nhiing bo lo d6 khong ¢ gian
tuong cho lim voi toi. Ho lam t61 nhé dén nhing con dé trong virdn thi danh cho tré con — nhiing cdi bung by, vé mat ngai ngl, va do1 mat do dan khong
thé nhin qua mdt nam thirc an danh cho dé. T6i khong hi€u tai sao Grover lai hoang so dén vay.



Silenus kéo chiéc 4o phong polo vang qua bung va didu chinh lai chd ng61 cta minh trén cdi ngai bang bui hoa héng cta ong ta. “Cu Underwood, trong sau
thang qua — sau thing — chung t6i da nghe thay nhiing tin don dang hd then rang cau nghe thay giong ndi cta than Pan — vi than ctia Thién nhién.”

“Nhung ti da nghe thy na!”
“Léo xuge!” Ong gia ngdi bén trai noi.
“Thoi nao, Maron,” bac Chiron n6i. “Hay binh tinh.”

“T6i dang binh tinh d4y chir!”” Maron néi. “Toi da chan ngy v6i nhimg thir nham nhi nay rdi. Ctr lam nhur than Thién nhién s& n6i chuyén véi... voi cau ta
vay.”

Trong Juniper nhur muén lao vao o thén rimg gia va danh 6ng ta mdt tran, nhung Annabeth va Clarisse d giit ¢6 ta lai. “Khong duge dau cd gai,”
Clarisse n6i nho. “Cho doi.”

Toi khong biét diéu gi c6 thé lam t6i ngac nhién hon: viée Clarisse ngiin ngudi khéic khoi danh nhau, hay sy thit réing ¢0 ta va Annabeth, nhiing ngudi luon
khinh tudng nhau ra mét, duong nhu lai dang hop tac rat an y véi nhaw.

“Trong séu thing,” Silenus tiép tuc noi, “ching ti da nudng chidu ciu, cau Underwood. Ching ti dé cau di khap noi. Ching t6i dong ¥ cho cdu giit gidy
phép timkiem. Ching t6i chd cau dem vé bang chimg cho nhiing gi cdu ndi. Va sau sau thiang céu da tim dugce gi?”

“T6i chi can thém thoi gian,” Grover nén ni.
“Khong gi ca!” thn rimg gia ngdi giira tra Ioi. “CAu ching tim thiy gi ca.”
“Nhung, Leneus...”

Silenus dura tay lén. Bac Chiron ruén ngudi noi didu gi do voi may vi thin rung. Trong ho c6 ve khong vui vé cho lam. Ho chum dAu lAm bam rdi lai ¢ co
1an nhau, i bac Chiron n6i thém cau gi nita, va Silenus tho' dai. Ong ta ngan ngai gat dau.

“Cau Underwood,” Silenus tuyén bd, “ching t6i s& cho cau thém mot co hoi.”
Grover sang bung lén. “Camon!”

‘Mot tuln nita.”

“Céi g co? Nhung thua ngai! Diéu d6 1 khong thé!”

“Mot tuln nita, céupnderwood. Vé‘lr sau do, néu cau khéng thé chirg minh duoc 101 ndi ctia minh, thi lic d6 cau nén di tim mot nghé khac di. Cai gi d6
hop véi kha nang dién kich ctia cau ay. Nha hat mia roi chang han. Hoac 13 nhay g6 nhip.”

“Nhung thira ngai, t6i.. toi khong thé mit gidy phép tim kiém duoc. Ca doi toi...”

“Budi hop ctia Hoi dong ngimg & déy,” Silenus néi. “Gior thi ching ta an trua thoil”

Vi than rimg gid v tay va mot ddm cac ni thin cy hign ra tir nhitng thin cAy voi nhig dia rau, qué, nhiing hp thiéc va nhing cao lrong my vi khéc cta
loai dé. Vong tron cac bo ko tach ra va di lay d6 an. Grover bude vé phia ching t6i v6i vé chan nan. Chice 4o phong mau xanh da troi bac phéch cia cau
ta c6 in hinh mdt than rirng, Trén 4o viet: C6 mdng khong?

“Chao Percy,” ciu dy chan churong dén ndi tham chi khong dé nghi bit tay toi nita. “Moi viée on chir?”

“May lo dé gia!” Juniper néi. “Oi, Grover, ho khong hiéu anh da c6 ging dén thé nao!”

mot su lua chon khéc,” Clarisse n6i mot cach cay doc.

“Khong. Khong.” Juniper k¢ dau. “Grover, em s& khong dé anh lam thé dau.”

Mt ciu ta tai di. “T6... t& phéi suy nghil da. Nhung tham chi ching ta con ching biét di tim & dau.”

“Céc cau dang ndi vé chuyén gi vay?”” Toi hoi.

O phia xa, tiéng ti va vang lén.

Annabeth mim mbi. “T6 s& ké cho cu nghe sau, Percy.

Chiing ta quay vé nha ctia chiing ta thoi. Bit dau kiém tra roi dy.”

That khong cong bang chit nao khi dién ra cude kiém tra nha trong khi ti vira moi t6i trai, nhung luat | nhur vay. Ctr mdi budi chiéu, mdt trong nhitng trai



vién Jau ndm s& di quanh trai voi cudn gidy c6i ghi chép trong tay. Nha ndo tot nhit s& duoc tim trude, va chic chin 1 ¢ mrde néng, Nha té nhit s& phai
rira bat ¢ nha bép sau bira toi.

Vin @& cia t6i : t6i | ngudi duy nhét ¢ nha thin Poseidon, va tdi thi chic chan khong thé goi la gon gang dugc. Cac nit yéu quai minh nguoi canh chim

1am nhiém vu don dep vé sinh chi dén vio nhing ngay cudi ctng cia mia hé. Vi thé nha ctia t6i vin con nguyén hién trang trude ky nghi dong: gidy g6i keo
va tti khoai tdy chién virong vai trén giurdng, bd gidp trong lin choi cudp cd 1 ra ting manh rai rac khiip nha.

Toi chay nhanh v& khu sinh hoat chung, noi muoi hai ngdi nhé — mbi mot céi danh cho mot vi thén trén dinh Olympus — tao thanh hinh chit U bao quanh mot
bii co xanh. Méy dira con ctia nha nit thin Demeter dang quét don nha va trong hoa moi trén bau cira sb. Chi cin mot c4i bung tay, bonho co thé khién
nhing nhitng ddy hoa rang dong vang n6 1 trén cbng ra vao va hoa ciic dai phu dAy trén mAi. That khong cong bang chit ndo! Chic bonho ching bao gi
bivé bét trong cude dua don dep nay. May nhéoc & nha thin Hermes dang b 16m nhdm day lo so, gidu dong quan a0 chra giit dudi gim giudng va db toi
ancap cho nhau. Bon ho tuyhrmblengthatnhlmgltra van con thuan loi hon t6i.

(3 phia nha nit thén Aplhrodite, Silena Beauregard vira m6i budc ra, kiém tra danh sach cac viée can lam trén cudn gidy. Toi tham thi chiri ria. Silena rt
t6t, nhung o 4y vo ciing gon ging, va do do 1 vi thanh tra tbi te nhét. C6 Ay mudn moi thir phéi sach dep, con t6i thi khong thé lam “dep” duoc. Toi ¢6
thé gan nhur cam thiy dugc doi tay t6i dan tré nén ning tri voi tt ca chén bat ma ti s& phai rira vao ti nay.

Nhi ctia than Poseidon nim & cudi ddy nha danh cho cac “nam thin” & bén phai cua bai co. N6 dugc lam tir da bién x4m va diém xuyét nhirg vo so. N6
dai va Itm xiin tréng nhu cai boong-ke, chi la n6 c6 céc cira so nhin ra bién va luén udn c6 nhitng lan gi6 nhe thoi vao qua do.

T6i lao vao trong nha, tinh toan xem c6 thé gidu giém dugc cai gi xudng gam girdng nhur bén nha thin Hermes hay khong, Va t6i thiy ngudi em cing cha
khac me ctia t61 — Tyson — dang quét nha.

“Anh Percy!” ciu éyﬂr(*)ng lén. Tyson virt chbi va chay lai phia toi. Né,u ban chura bao gior bi tAn cong boi mit Cyclops day nhiét tinh deo tap dé hoa va
ging tay sao su thi dé t6i miéu ta cho cdc ban nghe, s€ tinh hin ngu day!

“A, chao em trail” t6i n6i. “Oi, can thin miy cai xurong sudn. Xuong suon.”

Toi co chdng do cai om nhur gau vt ctia ciu dy. Tyson dat toi xudng, curoi nhan nhd nh dién, con mét duy nht miu ndu anh kén vé vui swéng, Rang cau
4y van vang va vin veo nhur xua, va toc van nhu t cii. Bén trong caitap de hoa cua cdu ay la mbt cai quan jeans c& XXXL va chlec 40 so' mi bang vai
flanen rach rudi, hinh anh ctia cu em t6i that khién nguoi ta dau mt. DA gin mot nam nay t6i khong gip cau dy, ké tir khi cau 4y xudng bién im viéc trong
10 rén ctia cac Cyclops.

“Anh van 6n chir?” Tyson hoi. “Chura bi quéi vat an thit 4?7

“Chura, cho dui chi a mdt teo.” Téi gio chan gio tay khoe minh van con day du tir chi, trong khi Tyson vd tay vui sudng

“Tuyét!” cu Ay ni. “Vay git chiing ta ¢4 thé &n sandwich bo du phong va cudi ¢4 ngua nay! Ching ta ¢6 thé chién déu véi quéi vét, va di gip Annabeth
va lam moi thir n6 BUM BUM nita!”

Hy vong Tyson khong dinh lamtat ca nhimg viéc d6 cing mot lic, nhung t6i vAn ndi véi cau Ay chic chin ring mia hé nay s& 6 rat nhidu trod thi vi. Toi
khong thé khong cudi, cau 4y qua hang hai vé tat ca moi thir.

“Nhung d4u tién,” t6i ndi, “chiing ta van con cude kiém tra ddy niy. Ching ta phai...”

Sau d6 61 nhin quanh va nhén ra Tyson da phai ban ron nhu thé ndo. San nha da dugc quét. Giwdng da duogc xép gon ghé. Céi bé phun nurde mén dat goc
phong ciing mdi duoc co rira, khién dam san h sang lung linh. Trén bdu cira s6, Tyson da dat nhimg cai lo dung day murde voi hi quy va nhiing thir cay
phat sang ky la chi moc sau dudi day bien. Ching dep hon bat ctr loai hoa nao ma nha nit than Demeter bién héa ra.

“Tyson, nha ctia ching ta... dep khong thé tin dwoc!”

Mit cau 4y rang 1. “Anh thiy Ii ¢4 ngwra chura? Em dé ching trén trén 4y!”

Mot biy ca ngya thu nhé bing dong duroc treo trén nhig cai ddy méc én trn, trong gidng nhu ching dang boi trong khong khi viy. Toi khong thé tin ndi

Tyson, v6i doi tay to cuc mich nhur thé, lai ¢6 thé lam durge nhitng thir tinh t& nhu vay. T6i nhin lén phia trén chiéc girong ctia minh, va thay chiéc khién cii
ctia t6i dang dugc treo trén tuong,
' 2

“Em da stra nd!

Cai khién bi hong nghiém trong sau ¢l tAn cong ctia con Manticore vio miia dong nam ngodi, nhung gio' thi nd da hoan hao nhu xwa — khong mot vét xudc!
Tat ca nhitng burc tranh bang dong vé& cudc phi€u Iuu cuia t6i voi Tyson va Annabeth & Bien Quai Vat da dugc danh bong va sang lap lanh.

T6i nhin Tyson va khong biét phai im sao dé cam on c4u Ay nita.
ROi mdt ai d6 dang sau t6i kén tiéng, “Oi, troi oi.”

Silena Beauregard dang dimg 6 cira ra vao véi cudn gidy ghi chép trong tay. C6 Ay budc vao nha, liéc nhanh xung quanh rdi ruén 16ng may nhin t6i. “Hirm,
¢ hoi nghi ngd. Nhung céu da don dep that sach s&, Percy. Té s€ nhd viéc nay.”



Cb Ay nhay mit véi toi va roi khoi phong,

Tyson va t6i danh ca budi chiéu ndi chuyén va di choi véi nhau, thit tuyét sau mdt budi sang bi cac hoat ndo vién quéi vat tin cong.

Ching t6i xubng chd 1o rén va giop Beckendorf ¢ nha thin Hephaestus trong viée t3o ra céc tac phim nghé thuét bang kim loai. Tyson chi cho chung t6i
blet cau Ay da hoc cach tao ra cac vii khi ma thuét nh thé ndo. Chi mt loang cau Ay da ché xong mdt cai riu chién hai ludi ruc 13, im Beckendorf lac
mt.

Trong khi im viéc, Tyson ké cho ching t6i nghe vé& mdt ndm qua ciia cau Ay dudi bién. Mit Tyson sang Ién khi mi€u ta cac 16 rén cta cac Cyclops va cung
dién ciia than Poseidon, nhung céu ay cling ni v6i ching t6i moi viée tré nén cang théng nhur thé ndo. Nhitng vi thin bién gia ca, nhiing nguoi da tri vi trong
thdi da ctia cac than khong 16 Titan, dang bat dau giy chién voi cha chimg t61. Khi Tyson di, chién su da rai rac khdp Pai Tay Duong. Nghe didu d6 khién
01 v0 cing lo Fing, t6i mudn tham gia gitip cha, nhung Tyson ndi cha mubn ca hai ching t6i & trai.

“Trén bo ciing ¢6 nhiéu ngudi xau Fm,” Tyson néi. “Ta ¢6 thé khién ching n bimma!”

Sau khi xong viéc & 10 rén, ching t6i da vui choi & hd chira xudng voi Annabeth. Co Ay rat vui mimg duoc gap lai Tyson, nhung toi biét ¢o Ay vﬁn dang bi
phén tm. Annabeth lién tuc nhin vé phia canh rimg, nhw dang nghi ngoi vé van d¢ cua Grover voi H(f)j dong. Toi khong thé trach c6 ay. Toi ché:ng thay
Grover ¢ dau ca, va t6i cam thiy v6 ctng t6i t€ danh cho cau dy. Viée tim kiem than Pan — vi thAn mét tich da lau— la myc tiéu ca doi cua cau dy. Cha va
chii ciu ay déu mét tich vi theo dudi gide mo do. Mia dong ndm ngodi, Grover da nghe thiy mdt giong noi trong dau: Ta doi nguroi — mt giong n6i ma ciu
4y chéc chan 1 clia than Pan — nhung rd rang cudc tim kiém ctia cau dy ching di dén dau ca. Néu gio Hoi dong tude mat gidy phép timkiém, do6 s& 1a don
tri mang ddi véi cau Ay.

““Cach khac’ & day | cach gi vay?” t6i hoi Annabeth. “Diéu ma Clarisse dé cap dy?”

C0 4y nhijt mdt vién d4 v liéng n6 nhay trén myit ho. “Mot thir Clarisse da do tham dwoc. Mua xuin vira rdi t6 gip c0 y it viéc. Nhung no s& rat nguy
hiém Nhat Ia d6i véi Grover.”

“Cau dé do lamemsg,” Tyson lam bam

T6i nhin chim chim vao c4u dy. Tyson da d6i nit voi nhitng con bo thé ra lira, cac con quai vt bién va nhitng tén khong 16 an thit nguoi i co ma. “Sao
em lai so Grover?”

“M6ng va simg,” Tyson lam bam déy lo Fing. “Va Iong dé lam miii em ngira.”

Va diéu d6 da lam cude hoi thoai ctia ching t6i vé & tai Grover két thiic.

Trude budi an tdi, Tyson va ti xuong truong déu klem Quintus rét vui vi c6 ban dong hanh. Ong ta vin khong néi cho t6i nhitg thing gd kia chira cai g
nhung Ong ta day 01 vai dudng kiém moi. Ong ta rat oL Ong ta danh kiém theo cach ma ngudi ta choi co— do 1 ong ta tung ra cac dudng kiém lién tiép
va ban khong thé nhin 1o hudng di ctia mili kiém, cho dén khi 6ng ta thue hién ct tin cong cudi cling va danh dugc chién thing v6i thanh kiém chia thing
vao co ban.

“Tot lam,” ong ta bao t6i. “Nhung kha ning phong thil ctia cau kém qua.”

Ong ta tin cong va toi chan lai.

“Ong I kiém si chuyén nghiép tir Au rdi sa0?”” Toi hoi.

Ong ta tranh cti chém ngang dAu ctia toi. “Toi tirng Bm nhiéu thir.”

Quintus dam manh va t6i trénh sang mdt bén. DAy budc trén vai ong ta rét xubng, va t0i nhin thiy cai dau d6 trén vai ng — mot céi nhot miu d6 tia. Nhung
do6 khong phai 1a mdt cai nhot binh thudng, N6 c6 hinh dang hin hoi — hinh mdt con chim dang gip canh — chim ctt hay céi gi d6 tuong tu.

“Trén cb Ong cb cai gi vay?” Toi hoi cau d6 c6 I& hoi thd 16, nhung ban 6 thé d6 cho ching rdi loan ting dong giam chi ¥ ciia t6i. Toi 6 khuynh huéng
thét ra moi thir.

Quintus dé 1 mét nhip. T6i danh vao can kiém ctia ong ta va hat thanh kiém khoi tay Quintus.

Ong ta x0a x0a cac ngon tay, rdi kéo 4o giap dé che di vét bot. P khong phéi la mot hinh xam, t6i nhin ra. D6 | mot vét bong cii... giéng nhur 6ng ta timg
bi dong dau(3).

“M6t 1 nhiic nhd.” Ong ta nhit kiém én va ¢6 né mdt ny cudi. “Gio thi ching ta m lai chr?”

Quintus tn cong ti lién tuc, khong cho t6i thoi gian dé hoi thém mdt cau ndo.

Khi ching toi dAu kiém Tyson choi voi O’Leary, con vat ma cu dy goi la “cin con” Céu by voi con cho danh vét dé tranh nhau c4i khién bang dong va
chgi tro bat béng Mot diél} la 1un~g Ia tan khi troi Xémt?)i ma Quintus van chura toat mdt giot mo hoi; trong khi Tyson va t6i thi ndéng burc va nhdp nhap, vi
thé ching t6i di tam va chuan bi san sang cho bita an toi.

Toi dang cam thiy that tuyét. Mot ngay nhur bao ngy binh thurdng & trai. Roi sau d6 dén gior an toi, tat ca trai vién xép hang trudc cira timg ngdi nha va



difu hanh dén sanh an. Hau hét moi nguoi déu 1o di vét nurt duoce bit kin trén san nha b?mg d4 hoa cuong ¢ ctra ra vao — mot vét seo dai ba mét ma mia he
namngoai van con chura xuat hién. Con toi thi can than bude qua né.

“Vét it to thé,” Tyson noi khi chiing t6i ngdi & ban ctia minh. “Chéc 1 dong d4
“Khong, khong phai dong dat.” Toi tra Ioi.

Toi khong biét c6 nén noi cho cdu dy khong nira. D6 | mot bi mét chi c6 t6i, Annabeth va Grover biét. Nhung nhin vao con it kon ctia Tyson, t0i bict
minh khong thé giau cu ay dicu gi.

“Nico di Angelo,” to1 ha thp giong va ké cho cdu 4y nghe. “D6 1a mdt cau nhdc con lai i bon anh dua vé trai vao miia dong ndmngodi. Cu ta, tm..
cau nhoc mudn anh béo vé chi gai ctia cau ay khi bon anh am nhiém vy, nhung anh dé that bai. Chi gai cdu dy da chét. Va gio thi cau ay do 18i cho anh.”

Tyson nhiu may. “Va vi thé cau ta vach én san 427

“Nhimg b xuong thn cong bon anh,” t6i 101 “Nico bao ching bién di, va mit dat chi viée ho ra, nudt gon bon ching. Nico...” T6i nhin quanh dé dam bao
khong ai nghe thay. “Nico la con trai ctia than Hades.”

Tyson gt d4u ddy chin chén. “Vj thin ctia ngudi chét.”

“Vay gir cau bé Nico do dirdia?”

“Anh... anh doan thé. Anh da c6 timkiém cdu ta. Annabeth ciing vay. Nhung may min da khong mim cudi voi bon anh. Day 1a bi mit ddy, Tyson. Dugc
khong? Néu moi ngudi biet cau bé 1a con trai than Hades, cau bé s€ gap nguy hiém. Ké ca bac Chiron, em ciing khong dugc noi nhé.”

“Loi tién tri nguy hiém,” Tyson noi. “Cac thdn khéng 16 Titan s& loi dung ciu ta néu biét sur tht nay.”

Toi nhin Tyson dém dam. Thinh thoang t0i quén khudy mit cdu ta to xéc va tré con nhur thé ndo, Tyson thyc sy rat thong minh. Cau dy biét rang dira con
tiép theo cﬁq Bc},TamVi Pai f‘thén Zegs, than Poseidon, ha}{ than ques —khilén mum sdu tudi durge tién doétn hoécNSé bao V¢, I}Oéc sé tiéu diét dinh
Olympus. Hau hét moi ngudi déu cho rang d6 1a t6i, nhung néu t6i chét trude khi qua tudi murdi sau thi 1oi nguyén s& dé dang chuyén sang cho Nico.

“Chinh xéc,” ti khéing dinh. “Vay...”
“Kin miéng,” Tyson hira. “Gibng nhur vét nirt trén san vay.”

T6i d6 t6i lai khong ngii duroc. Toi ndm trén girdng va nghe song v ngodi boy bién, va tiéng cti va quéi vat trong cac canh rimg, Toi s khi ngi thiép di, toi
s€ lai gapcon ac mong,

Ma céc ban thiy ddy, d6i voi cac 4 thin thi gidc mo khong chi don thudn i gidc mo. Do 1 nhitng thong diép. Ching toi thay nhitng s viée xay ra déi voi
ban bé minh hogc 14 voi ke thu. Thinh thoang thm chi ching t6i con thiy 1o md qua khir hodic trong lai. Va khi 6 trai, cac gidc mo ciia toi thudng xay ra va
sdng dong hon rt nhiéu.

Vi thé ma dén nira dém t6i van con thirc, nhin chiim chim vao tim dém girdng bén trén t6i. Va lic do t6i nhan ra c6 modt thir 4nh sang ky la trong phong
B¢ phun nurdc min dang phat sang,

T6i tung chin ra va cén trong budc t6i gan nd. Hoi mrde bbc 1én tir dong nurée bién ndng. Mau sic cu vong mo a0, mic di trong phong khong hé c6 chit
4nh sang ndo, ngoai trr anh trang ¢ bén ngoai. Mot giong phu nit diu dang cat Ién tir lan hoi nude: Hay dat mdt dong drachma vao.

T6i nhin vé phia Tyson, nhung ciu 4y van con dang ngiy. C4u 4y ngi say nhu con voi b ban thude mé vay.

Toi khong biét phai nght gi nita. Toi chura bao g nhan duoc mot thong diép Iris ma ngudi nhén phai tra tién ndo trude day. Mot dong drachma sang lp
lanh dudi dy bé. Toi nhit nd 1én va némné vao Man Suong Mil. Pdng xu bién mt.

“Thura nit than Iris, Nit thin ctia Cau vong,” t6i thi thAm. “Hay cho t6i thiy... trm, bt cir diéu gi ngudi mudn cho t6i thy.”

Man Suong Mu tda sang lung linh. Toi nhin theiy mot bo song t6i den. Nhitng lan swong tr6i ling Io ngang qua lan nurée den ngdbm. Bo song durge trai mot

16p d4 nti hira lom chom Mot ciu bé dang ngbi x0m bén bo song va dang dot Iira trai. Ngon lira dang chéy c6 mau xanh khac thudng. Roi sau d6 t6i nhin
thay khuon mit cdu bé. Do 1 Nico di Angelo. Cu ta dang ném timg méu gidy vao trong ngon lira — nhimg quan bai ma thuat trong trd choi ma cau ta mé

mén sudt mia déng nim ngodi.

Nico m6i chi mugi tudi, hodc dén g0 nay ¢o I 1a muroi mot, nhung trong cdu nhoc trong gia hon tu()l nhiég. Toc cdu ta da dai hon. N6 bom xdm va da gin
chamdén vai. Mat cdu ta den sam. Landa 6 ]1u ctia cau bé trd nén xanh Xao hgn Nico mic mdt chi€c quan jean rach mau den, 4o so n11 den va bén ngoai
1a chi€c jacket son va nhan nhim to hon ciu dén vai cd. Mat cu bé day bui ban va doi mt hoi dai. Cu trong giong nhu mot dira tre song lang thang trén
cac duong pho.

Toi chd doi cau ta nhin toi. C cu ta s& gidn dién lén, bat dau budc t6i t6i vi da dé chi cau ta chét. Nhung cau bé duong nhu ching chi y gi dén toi.



To6i van im ling, khong dam cir dong. Néu khong phai cau ta giri bire thong diép Iris nay, vay ai da Bm?
Nico virt mdt quan bai nita vio dbng lira mau xanh. “V6 dung,” cau lim bam. “Khong thé tin i ¢6 thoi minh lai thich nhitng thir nay.”
“Mot tro choi rt tré con, thua ciu chi,” mot giong ndi khac dong tinh. Giong n6i dé phat ra gin dbng lira, nhung t6i khong thé nhin 16 ngwdi dang n6i 1 ai

Nico nhin sang bén kia song, O bo phia xa i b song ti den duge bao phii boi sirong mil. Toi nhén ra noi d6: Dia Nguc. Nico dang cim trai bén bd song
Styx.

“Ta da thit bai,” cAu bé Am bim. “Chéng ¢0 cachnao dua chi e”iy quay trd lai.”
Nguoi kia khong noi gi.
Nico quay vé& phia ngudi d6 va hoi mot cach nghi ngd: “C6 con d6 khong? Néi di chir.”

Cai gi 46 m0 4o hién ra. Toi clr twong do chi | dnh hra. Sau d6 t61 nhén ra né ¢4 hinh dang mjt con nguoi — mdt lan khéi xanh, mjt cai bong. Néu ban
nhin thing thi s& chang thay han ta dau, nhung néu nhin qua khde mit ban s& nhén ra hinh dang d6. Mot con ma.

“Chura c6 ai lam dugce c¢d,” con ma néi. “Nhung cd & c6 mdt cach.”
“N6i cho ta nghe,” Nico ra lénh. Mit cau bé sang lén v6i sy minh liét.
“Mot su hodn d6i,” con ma nbi. “Mot linh hdn ddi ]z”iy mdt linh hon.”
“Ta da dé nghi roil”

“Khong phai ctia ngai,” con ma n6i. “Ngai khong thé dua cho cha ngai mot linh hén m cudi ciing thi ciing vé tay 6ng dy. Ong 4y ciing ching lo vé cai chét
ctia con trai minh. Y t6i 1a mdt linh hon déng 1€ da phai chét roi kia. Mot nguoi da chét hut.”

Mit Nico t6i lai. “Khong ni chuyén d6 nita. Nguwoi dang ndi v& viée giét nguoi.”

“T6i dang ndi vé& cong ly,” con ma néi. “Sy bao thi.”

“P6 1a hai viéc khac nhau.”

Conma cuoi gan. “K ngai Ion Ién ngai s€ nhin sy viéc theo cach khac.”

Nico nhin ddm dam vao ngon lira. “Tai sao? it nhat thi ta ciing phai triéu tap dugc chi y chir? Ta muén ndi chuyén véi chi dy. Chi y... chi Ay s& gitp ta.”

“Toi s& giip ngai,” con ma hira hen. “Khong phai t0i da clru ngai rat nhidu An rdi sa0? Khong phai t6i da dAn ngai qua mé cung va day ngai céch sir dung
quyén nang ctia ngai sao? Ngai c6 muon tra thi cho chi gai minh hay khong?”

Toi khong thich giong udi ctia con ma d6. Han m t6i nhé dén mdt g ¢ trudng cii ctia t6i, mot ké luon bit nat va thuyét phuc nhing dira tr¢ khac lam
nhiing diéu ngu xuan nhur: an cap thict bi trong phong thi nghiém, pha hoai 6 t6 ctia giao vién. Ga d6 chang bao gio' gip chuyén gi réc r6i, nhung lai luén
khién nhiing dira tré khac bi phat.

Nico quay it vé phia d6ng lira vi thé con ma khdng nhin thiy dwoc cau ta, nhung t6i thi thdy. Mot giot nude miit chay xudng ma cau. “Tot im. Newoi ¢6
ké hoach gi khong?”

“0, ¢6 chir,” con ma vui vé néi. “Chiing ta c6 rit nhiéu con duong tim tdi dé di. Ching ta phai bit dau...”
Hinh anh md dan. Nico bién mit. Giong ngudi phu nit trong Méan Swong Mii cét 1én, Hay bo thém mot dong drachma dé c6 thém nim phit nita.

Chéing con dong vang ndo canh dai phun nurée niva. Toi so ti, nhung t6i lai dang miic pyjama. Toi chay t6i chd cai ban du giwong dé tim tién 1, nhung
thong diép Iris da chap chon va tat nglim, cén phong lai toi tam trd lai. Vi€e két noi da bi cat dut.

Toi ding giita nha, King nghe tiéng nurée chiy roc rach tir chiéc bé phun murée mén va tiéng séng bién bén ngoai.

Nico van con séng. Cau ta dang ¢b mang chi minh quay trd vé tir cai chét. Va t6i ¢6 linh cam t6i biét dwoc linh hon ndo cau ta mubn trao ddi — ngudi da
tirng chét hyt. Sur bao thi.

Nico di Angelo s& dén tim toi.
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Chuwong 3

Séang hom sau, bita in sang c6 kha nhiéu diéu thi vi

Hinh nhur vio khoang ba gios sang, mdt con rong Aopian da dugc phat hién & ria trai. Toi da qua mét nén ngu say nhur chét bat chip nhirng tiéng huyén ndo
ngoai kia. Céc dudng ranh gioi phép thuat da chan con quai vat ¢ ngoai, nhung né van di lang vang quanh khu doi tim kiém nhimg diém yéu trong phong
ngy cuia chiing t6i, va ciing khong mudn bo dicho dén khi Lee Fletcher dén tir nha than Apollo ciing hai anh em ot dudi n6. Sau mdt vai ta mii tén ban
vao nhirng khe hé trén bd gidp cia n6, con rong moi chiu hiéu ra va rit lui

“N6 van con ngoai d6,” Lee canh bao ching toi. “Hai muroi mili tén gim vao da n6, va diéu d6 chi amné thém tirc gian”. “N6 dai hon chin mét va ¢ mau
xanh I4 non. Mat né...” n6i dén day Lee ring minh.

“Chéu da lamrét tdt, Lee.” Bac Chiron vd vao vai ciu ta va ndi tiép, “Moi ngudi hily canh gidc va binh tinh nhé. Chuyén nay da timg xay ra trudc ddy roi

m.
“Ai cha,” Quintus 1én tiéng tir chiéc ban I6n. “Va né s& lai xay ra lin nita. Ngiy cang thuong xuyén hon nita diy.”

Cac trai vién thi thao v&i nhau.

A ciing biét nhing tin df)n d6: Luke va doi quan q}leii Vét cuia hén dang Ién ké hoach tén cong khu trai. Phén Ion ching t6i hiéu didu d6 s& xay ra vao mia
he nay, nhung khong bict cu thé khi ndo va nhw th ndo. Bat loi hon nita 1 s6 lwong trai vién cta ching t6i da giam Chiing t6i chi con khoang tam muroi
nguoi tham gia. Cach day ba nam, khi t6i moi gia nhap, con s0 trai vién lic d6 1 hon mot tram ngudi. Mot vai nguoi da chét, mot vai nguoi khéc theo
Luke, v mt vai nguoi thi bién mt.

“Pay [a mot ly do tuyét voi cho cac tro choi danh trin mdi,” Quintus tiép tuc, mdt tia sang chot 16e Ién trong mit ong ta. “Chung ta s€ xem li¢u tAt ca cac
cau s€ lam dugc gi vao toi nay.”

“Piing vay...” bac Chiron néi. “Puoc rdi, thong bao nhur vy 1a di. Ching ta hdly cdu nguyén va an thoi.” Bac Chiron ning cde. “Vi cac vi thin!”
Tét ca ching t6i déu nang cdc va nhic lai 1o cAu nguyén.

Tyson va t6i mang dia thirc an dén 1 than bang dong va trit mdt phén thirc &n ctia ching toi vao ngon lira. Toi hy vong céc vi thén thich banh ny nho kho
nuéng va mon Froot Loops(4).

“Than Poseidon,” t6i ndi. Sau do thi thdm, “Xin cha hily giip con giai quyét cac van d& lién quan dén Nico, Luke va
C6 qua nhiéu diéu dé lo Fing dén ndi t6i con c6 thé dimg dé ca budi sang, nhung sau d6 t6i da quay vé ban.

Khi moi nguoi dang dn, bac Chiron va Grover ghé ngang qua chd t6i. Mt Grover van con 1o do va cau dy con niic 16n 4o trdi nita. Grover ddy chiéc dia
1én ban va ngdi thup xudng canh toi.

Tyson nhip nhdm déy kho chiu. “Emdi, trm..., danh bong miy con ¢4 ngura con ciia em ddy.”
ROi cdu dy ué oai dimg Ién, bo lai bita sang dang in do.

Bac Chiron ¢ né mdt mu cudi. C6 & bac Ay mudn ching t6i yén tim, nhung trong hinh dang ctia mdt nhén mé, bac Ay cao vurot héin so véi ti va cai bong
ctia bac ay bao trim ca cai ban. “A, Percy, chau ngl ngon chir?”

“Véng, chau ngii ngon.” Toi théc méic tai sao bac dy lai hoi toi didu d6. C6 thé bac ay biét duoc dicu g d6 vé thong diép Iris ki la mi t6i nhan duoc ching?

“Béc dem Grover ti chd chau,” bac Chiron noi, “vi bac nghi hai chau co t}}é s& mudn n6i chuyén v6i nhau. Con bay gio thi xin 161 nhé, bac can phai giri mot
thong diép Iris. Gap lai cac chau sau.” Bac Chiron nhin Grover mdt cach day hamyy, r6i sau d6 chay 16¢ coc ra khoi sanh an.

“Bac 4y dang ndi vé chuyén gi thé?” Toi hoi Grover

Grover nhai nbt miéng trimg. Toi nghi Grover dang bi phan tim, béi ciu céin ca ring ciia chiéc ria va nhai luén n6. “Béc iy mubn cau thuyét phuc t6,”
Grover n6i nhd.

Mot ngudi khac ngdi xudng canh t6i trén chiéc ghé dai: Annabeth.
“T¢ s& n6i cho cau biét do 14 cai g, Annabeth n6i. “Mé Cung.”

Thét kho dé tap trung vao nhitng gi Annabeth dang noi, boi vi moi ngudi trong sénh an dang kn nhin ching t6i va thi thim. Con Annabeth thi dang ngoi ké
bén toi. Y t6i la sat ngay bén canh.

“Cu khong nén & day,” toi néi.

“Chiing ta can ndi chuyén,” ¢6 iy khing khéing,



“Nhung ludt da dé ra la...”

Ca hai ching t6i déu biét trai vién khong duogc phep ddi ban ctia minh. Cac than rimg thi khac. Ho khong hin [ nhing 4 than. Nhung céc con lai phai ngdi
theo nha cta minh. Thim chi t6i con khong chiic vé hinh phat danh cho viéc d6i ban 1 nhur thé nao. Toi chua chimg klen chuyén nay bao gios ca. Néu Ngai
D ¢ déy, hin 6ng ta chiic chiin s& siét c& Annabeth bing nhimg day nho ma thudt hofic mjt céi gi d6 twong tur nhur vay 1di. Nhung Ngai D lai khong ¢6 &
day. Bac Chiron da roi khoi sanh an, con Quintus thi nhin qua chd ching t6i va nhudn may nhung khong noi gi.

“Nghe ndy,” Annabeth n6i. “Grover dang gip ric r6i. Chi c6 mot cach ching ta c6 thé gitp dwoc cu dy. D6 chinh i Mé Cung, D6 1 diéu ma Clarisse va
t¢ dang tim hiéu.”

T6i nhép nhom, ¢6 suy nghil mdt cach 1 rang. “Y cau i cai mé cung ma Minotaur d bi giam giit trudc day?”
“Chinh x4c.” Annabeth noi.
“Viy... n6 khong con nam bén dudi cung dién nha vua & Crete nita,” toi doan. “Mé Cung hign dang nim du6i mot toa nha ndo d6 ¢ nude My.”

Théy chua? Chi mit ¢6 vai néim dé t6i hicu ra moi thit. Toi biét réing nhing dia diém quan trong lun di theo Nén Vn minh phurong Tay, nhur dinh Olympus
hién dang ¢ phia trén toa nha Empire State, va 16i vao Dia Nguc lai & Los Angeles. To6i cam thay kha ty hao vé ban thin minh.

Annabeth d4o tron mit. “O dudi mdt toa nha u? Lamon di, Percy. Mé Cung thit khong 6. N6 con khong thé nim dudi mot thanh phd, thi néi gi dén mot
toa nha.”

Toi nghi t6i gide mo vé Nico ¢ dong song Styx. “Vy... Mé Cung 1a mdt phan ciia Dia Nguc 42”

“Khong.” Annabeth nhiu may. “Nhung c6 nhimg con dudng tir Mé Cung hudéng thiing xudng Dia Nguc. T6 khong chéc. Nhung Dia Ngue ¢ rt, rét sdu
bén dudi. Mé Cung chi ¢ ngay bén dudi bé miit cia the gi6i loai nguoi, giong nhu mot 16p da thir hai vay. N6 da phat trién hang ngan nm nay, cac con
duong dan vao nhau dudi cac thanh pho phuong Tay, noi tat ca moi thir dudi long dat voi nhau. Cau cé thé di khap moi noi thong qua Mé Cung nay.”
“Néu cdu khong bi lac va phai chét mot cach tan khéc,” Grover lim bdm

“Grover, phai c6 cach ndo chir.” Annabeth noi. Toi ¢ cam gidc ho da n6i vé chuyén ndy trude day. “Clarisse da sdng sot.”

“Trong duong to k& toc!” Grover ndi. “Con nguoi kia thi...”

“Cau ta chi bi dién. Cau ta khong

“0, moi vui lam sao.” Mbi dudi ciia Grover run ray. “Diéu d6 khién t& cam thiy d& chiu hon day.”

“Oa, tir tir d& ndo. Chuyén vé Clarisse va anh chang bi dién d6 1 thé nao?” Toi hoi.

Annabeth liéc qua ban nha thin Ares. Clarisse dang nhin chiing t6i nhur thé ¢6 ta biét ching toi dang n6i vé chuyén gi, nhung sau do ¢6 ta lai dan mét vao
chiéc dia.

“Nam ngodi,” Annabeth ha giong, “Clarisse di thye hién nhiém vu cho bac Chiron.”
“Té van con nhd,” Toi noi. “Dé 1 mbt bi mat.”

Annabeth gat dAu. Miic di co Ay to vé rét nghiém trong nhung t6i thy vui vi ¢6 4y khong con tirc dién 1én véi t6i nira. Va t6i kha 1a thich viée o 4y pha
ludt d€ dén ngdi canh toi.

“P6 la mot bi mat,” Annabeth dong ¥, “vi ¢6 4y da tim dugc Chris Rodriguez”

“Anh chang & nha thin Hermes 4y ha?” Toi bi'ét cu ta cch day hai ndm. Chiing t6i da nghe lom dugc tir Chris Rodriguez trén con tau ctia Luke mang tén
Cong Chiia Andromeda. Chris 1a mdt trong s6 nhitng con lai da bo trai va gia nhap quén ddi cua than khong 16 Titan.

‘Um,” Annabeth ndi. “Mua hé ndm ngoai héin vira moi xuét hién & Phoenix, bang Arizona, gﬁn nha cta me Clarisse.”

“Y cdu vira mdi 1a thé nao?”

“Hén ta di tho thén khip sa mac, trong cai nong Ién dén 120 d6 C, v6ibd 4o gidp Hy Lap va lim nham vé soi ddy.”

“Soi day,” t6i nhéc lai

“Hén da bi dién hoan toan. Clarisse da mang hén vé nha me ¢6 Ay dé con nguoi khong mang hén vao nha throng dién. Co éy’cé ging cham soc hin khoe
lai. Bac Chiron da dén va ndi chuyén véi han, nhung ciing khong thu duge két qua gi nhicu. Thong tin duy nhat moi duoc tir han Ia: doi quan ctia Luke da
va dang thim do Mé Cung.”

T6i ring minh, méic dit khong biét tai sao lai nhu thé. Toi nghiép Chris... Anh ta khong dén ndi té. Dicu gi da khién anh ta phét dién? Toi nhin Grover, ciu



4y dang nhai ndt phan con lai ctia chiéc nia.

“Puge 1di,” t61 hoi “Tai sao bon ching lai thim do Mé Cung?”

“Bon t& khong 15,” A{Imbpth ndi. “Dé 1a Iy do tai sao Clarisse c6 miat trong cudc tim k‘ié’m Béc Chiron gir kin moi chuyén vi bac 4y khong mudn moi .
ngudi hoang so. Bac dy de t¢ tham gia vi... rm, vi M€ Cung lubn la mbt trong nhirng d¢ tai hap dan t6. Ngh¢ thudt kien tric duoc sir dung...” Ve mit ¢6 ay
chuyen sang hoi mo mang, “Nguoi xdy dung nén n6, Daedalus, la mot thién tai. Nhung van dé I 16i vao Mé Cung & khap moi noi. Néu Luke c6 thé timra
duoc 16i di xuyén qua no, hin ta c6 thé cling ddi quan ctia minh di chuyén véi tdc d6 khong thé tin durgc.”

“MGi t6i d6 13 mdt mé cung phai khong?”

“Pay nhig cai bay khing khiép,” Grover dong y. “Ngd cut. Ao anh. Nhitng con quai vt bi bénh than kinh thich an thit dé.”

“Nhung s& khong nhur thé néu cau c6 soi ddy ctia Ariadne,” Annabeth n6i. “Ngiy xua, soi day cua Ariadne da dan dét Theseus ra khoi mé cung. N6 1a
mdt cong cu hoa tiéu & mdt dang ndo d6 va duge Daedalus nghi ra. Va Chris Rodriguez lai im bim vé soi day.”

“Vay Luke dang ¢b tim kiém soi diy ctia Ariadne,” t6i noi. “Tai sao? Hin dang am muru gi day?”

Annabeth Fic dau. “To khong biét. T6 nghi ¢6 thé hin mudn di qua mé cung dé xAm chiém trai, nhung diéu d6 ching c6 nghia gi ca. Nhing 16i vao gan phéit
Clarisse tim dugc la & Manhattan, ching s€ khong gitip Luke vurot qua cac ranh giéi ctia ching ta duoc. Clarisse da thir tham do mt con duong nho dan
vao nhitng duong ham, nhung... n6 rat nguy hiém Clarisse ¢4 nhicu lan thoét chét trong gang tic. TG da nghién ciru moi thir t&r ¢ thé tim kiém vé
Daedalus, nhung e rang diéu nay ciing khong gitip duoc nhidu. TS khong biét chinh x4c Luke dang dm muru gi, nhung t6 chéic chéin mdt didu: Mé Cung c¢6
thé 14 101 giai cho vAn dé cia Grover.”

T6i chép miét. “Cau nghi thin Pan dang ¢ dudi long dat sao?”

“Piéu nay giai thich tai sao bon t& khong thé tim thiy 6ng dy.”

Grover run ban Ién. “Céc thin rimg ghét di xudng long dat im. Chéng c6 ngudi tim kiém nao muén thir di ¢én noi d6 ca. Khong hoa co. Khong anh mt
troi. Khdng quan ca phé!”

“Nhung,” Annabeth ndi, “Mé Cung c6 thé dAn cAu dén hau nhu bat ot noi dau. N6 doc duge y nghi ctia cdu. N6 duoc xay nén dé Itra cau, cho ciu vao
bay va giet cau; nhung néu cau c6 thé khien Mé Cung tudn I¢nh thi...”

“N6 ¢4 thé dua ciu véi vi thn thién nhién,” t5i noi.
“T¢é khong thé am diéu d6.” Grover 6m bung, “Chi nghi v& n6 thoi da khién t6 mudn non tét ca do bac cia t6 ra 161i.”

“Grover, dy c6 thé 1a co hdi cudi cling ctia cau,” Annabeth noi. “Hoi dong rat nghiém tic ddy. Mot tuan hodic ciu s& phai hoc nhay gb nhip bang ban
chan.”

O ban chinh, Quintus hdng giong. Tdi ¢6 cam giac 6ng ta khong mudn gay chuyén, nhung Annabeth dang thure s Bm t6i vi ngdi qua liu & ban cta toi.
“Chiing ta s& n6i chuyén sau.” Annabeth siét canh tay toi hoi manh. “Cau s& thuyét phuc cau iy chir?”
Annabeth quay vé ban nha nit thin Athena, kv di tat ca anh mét nhin chiim chim vao minh ctia moi nguoi.

Grover Hy hai tay 6m dau. “T¢ khong thé lam vie do, Percy. Gidly phép tim kiém ctia t6. Than Pan. T& s& mit tht cd. T& s phéi xdy dyng mdt nha hét
mia i

“Plmg n6i thé. Chiing ta s& nghi ra cach nao do.”

Grover nhin t6i mét gian giua nude. “Percy, cau i ban tot nhét cta t6. Cau da timg thiy t6 & dudi ong dét. Trong cai hang ciia quéi vat Cyclops. Cau co
thyre sy nghi rang t& ¢6 the...”

Grover ngip ngimg,. T6i nhd dén Bién Quai Vat, khi Grover bi nhét trong hang ctia Cyclops. Ngdy trude Grover chura bao gior thich nhing noi dudi long
dat, va bay gio thi cau dy cam ghét ching. Cyclops khién cau 4y son toc gay. Tham chi ca Tyson... Grover co gidu diéu do, nhung t6i va céu by phan nao
¢6 thé doc duroc cam xtc ctia nhau nhd vao soi ddy giao cam Grover da tao ra giita ching ti. Toi hiéu cau Ay cam thiy nhw thé ndo. Grover khiép so gi to
16n.

“Té phai di day,” Grover ndi mdt cach khd so. “Juniper dang doi t&. That may | c6 Ay lai thiy nhitng thiing nhat gan nhur t6 hip dan!”

Sau khi Grover roi di, t6i nhin sang Quintus. Ong ta git dAu mdt cach nghiém nghi cir nhur ching t6i dang cling nim giit mdt bi mét den t5i ndo vy. Sau dé
ong ta quay lai ding dao gam cat xtic xich trén dia cua minh.

Vao budi chiéu, t6i di xubng chudng ngwa pegasus thim anh ban Blackjack.

A, chao sép. Blackjack vui mimg nhay con Ién trong chudng ngwra, d6i canh mau den dap manh trong khong khi. Sép c6 mang cho t6i mit wong miéng
char?



“Blackjack, cau thira biét ching khong tot cho cau ma.”
Phai, nhung sép c6 mang cho t6i chir?

T6i phi cudi va cho cdu ta mot ném. Blackjack va t6i da c6 thoi gian dai bén nhau. Dai loai i t61 da clru nd tir con tau ma quy cta Luke cach ddy vai nam,
va ké tir d6 n6 cr khiing khiing doi tra on toi.

Vay sdp t6i ching ta ¢6 bat cir cude tim kiém ndo khong? Blackjack hoi. Toi da sin sang bay, thua sép!
T6i vd vao miii nd. “Khong chéc, anh ban a. Moi ngudi dang van dang néi vé nhimg mé cung dudi long dat.”

Blackjack hi Ién ddy lo lﬁng Khongggg. Khéng phai danh cho con ngya ny chir! Sép khong khing dén mirc di vao mé cung phai khong? Sép s& két thiic
cudc doi trong mdt noi roi nhur to vo!

“C6 thé cau ding, Blackjack. Chiing ta s& xem thé ndo.”

Blackjack nhai nhitng vién duong miéng mit cach gion gid. N6 lic Bic c4i bom thé dang bi co giat do dudng viy. Oa, ngon qua! Sép, khi ngi tinh tho va
muon bay di bat ki dau, chi can huyt sdo mot tiéng, Blackjack va cac ban ctia minh s& lam cho bat cir nguoi ndo cong mong chay tan loan vi ngai.”

Toi n6i v6i Blackjack réng toi s& khic ghi diéu ndy. Sau d6, mdt nhom trai vién tré vao chudng ngwa dé bét du bai hoc cudi ngua, va t6i thiy da dén lic
phai di. T6i co cam giac khong hay rang t6i s€ khong gap lai Blackjack trong mdt thoi gian dai.

Dém hom do, sau bira ti, Quintus ra kénh cho ching toi méic 4o gidp trin gidng nhur ching ti dang chuan bj choi trd cudp co, nhung khong khi lai nghiém
tiic hon nhieu. Khong bict lic nao trong ngay, nhitng chiéc thing trong dau truong da bien mat, va tdi co cam giac du nhitng thing ndy dung cai gi thi chiing
ciing da bi mang vao rirng.

“Puge 16i,” Quintus dimg trén chiéc ban 1on va n6i. “Tap hop thanh vong tron.”

Quintus niic bo do bang da den va dong, Trong dnh dude, méi toc mudi tiéu khién ong gidng nhur mbt bong ma. Con O’Leary nhay vui vé xung quanh ng
ta, nhiit nhanh nhitng mAu thirc an vun ciia bita toi.

“Céc cau s€ hoat dong theo nhdm hai ngudi,” Quintus thong béo. Khi moi ngudi bét dau nbi chuyén va 161 kéo ban bé vao nhom, 6ng ta hét 1on: “Theo nhur
t6i d4 chon sin.

“Aaaaaaaa!” moi nguoi kéu n.

“Mlyc tiéu ciia cac cau rat don gian: séng sot va tim duoc vong nguyét qué vang, Vong nguyét qué dugc boc trong mot goi lya va bude vao sau lung clia
mot trong nhimg con quai vat. C6 sau con quai vt tit ca. Mbi con co mot boc lya, nhung chi ¢6 mot con gilt vong nguyet qué ma thoi. Cac ciu phai tim
duoc vong nguyét qué trude cac doi khc. Va tit nhién... cac cu phai giét con quai vat dé Ky duoc nd, va séng sot.”

Céc trai vién bit dau thi thim mdt céch héo hirc. Nhigm vy nghe rét d& hiu. Nay nhé, trude ddy ching t0i du timg giét quai vit, va ching ti dugc hudn
luyén dé lam viée do.

“Bay gidr t6i s& thong bao cac cap doi,” Quintus noi. “Khong thuong hrong. Khong trao dbi. Khong phan nan.”

“Htuuuu!” O’ Leary vii mit vao mit dia pizza.

Quintus d3 ghi siin trén mdt cudn gidy dai va bt dau doc tén. Beckendorf cing nhom véi Silena Beauregard, va diéu nay khién Beckendorfkha vui vé. Anh
emnha Stoll, Travis va Comnor, s& chung mbt doi. Bieu nay ching c6 gi dang ngac nhién. Ho lic nao cling limmoi viée cing nhav. Clarisse di cing Lee
Fletcher ctia nha than Apollo — su két hop gitta hon chién va tham tran c6 ké hoach, ho s€& 1a mt cdp doi khé danh bai. Quintus cir ra ra doc tén cho dén
khi, “Percy Jackson va Amnabeth Chase mot doi.”

“Tuyét.” To1 cuoi toét voi Annabeth.

“Ao gidp ctia cu bi cong kia,” i cau binh lun duy nhét ctia c6 dy, va thét lai dai 40 cho toi.

“Grover Underwood,” Quintus noi, “c@p véi Tyson.”

Grover suyt nita nhdy ra khéi b 16ng dé cua cau ta. “Gi co? Nhung...”

“Khong, khong” Tyson rén ri. “Chéc | nhdm fAn rdi. Anh chang ngudi dé...”

“Khong phan nan!” Quintus ra lénh. “Hay tap hop v6i cong su ctia minh. Cac cu 6 hai phit dé chuan bi.”

Tyson va Grover déu nhin t6i khén nai. Toi cb git ddu khuyén khich ho, va ra d4u ring ho nén két hop vi nhau. Tyson hét xi hoi. Grover bt dau nhai cai
dui cui g0 mot cach lo lang,

“Ho s& on thdi,” Annabeth néi. “Di ndo. Hay nghi vé viéc ching ta am thé nio dé sng sot thi tot hon



Troi y?m con sang khi ching t6i vao rimg, nhung cac bong cay khién khong gian giéng nhu Ie nira dém Trdi lanh nira, da by gio la mia hé. Annabeth va
61 gan nhur tim thay ngay dau vét — nhitng dau vét chay tron voi va ctia mot thir gi 6 c6 rat nhiéu chan. Ching t6i bat dau Ian theo céc dau chan do.
Ching t6i nhay qua mdt con subi va bdng nghe thiy tiéng canh cdy nho gy rang ric gan d6. Ching t6i niip vao sau mot tang da cudi, nhung héa ra d6 1a
anh emnha Stoll vip ngd trong rimg va dang ku bau nguyén rta. Cha ctia ho 1 vi thin ctia nhitng tén trom, nhung ho lai ron ra rén rén nhu nhitng con trau

vay.

Khi anh emnha Stoll di khoi, ching t6i tién sau hon vao cac canh rimg phia tay, noi nhiing con quéi vt tré nén hung dit hon. Chiing ti dimg trén gb trong
ra mdt cai dam By. Annabeth hdi hop. “Day 1 noi ching ta da ngimg viée tim kiém.”

Phai mat mdt gidy d¢ t6i nhén ra ¥ clia Annabeth. Mua dong nm ngodi, khi chiing toi tim kiém Nico Di Angelo, dy 1 noi chiing ti tir b6 hy vong tim thiy
caubé. Grover, Annabeth va t6i da dimg trén tang da nay, va toi da thuyet phyc ho dimg noi véi bac Chiron sy thit rang Nico la con trai cta than Hades.
Vo ltc dy, day duong nhu |2 mdt viée am dung dén. Toi mubn bao vé danh tinh ctia c4u dy. Toi mubn minh B nguoi tim thay cau Ay va chudc lai 16i Am vi
nhirng gi d4 xay ra vai chi cau bé. Gior ddy, sau thang d3 troi qua, t6i thAm chi con chura tim thdy ciu bé dAu ca. Toi cam thiy vi ding trong miéng.

“Té d théy cu nhoc dém qua,” toi noi.

Annabeth nhiu may. “Y cau la gi?”

Toi ké cho ¢ &y nghe v thong diép Iris. Khi t0i n6i xong, Annabeth lai nhin chéim chii vao béng dém trong khu rimg, “Cau dy dang trigu hdi nhitng nguoi
da chét u? That chang tot chit ndo.”

“Con ma dang dua cho c4u dy nhitng 101 khuyén xiu,” t6i noi. “N6 con bao ciu dy tra thi.”

“U... nhirng linh hdn khong bao gios B mdt quén sur tt ca. Ching ¢6 y d6 cia riéng ching, Nhitng han thi trong qua khir. Va ching cam thil ngudi sbng,”
“Nico s& timdén t¢,” t6i n6i. “Linh hdn d6 da nhic dén mot mé cung.”

Annabeth gat dau. “Dicu ndy giai quyét tit ca. Ching ta phai timra Mé Cung,”

“C6 thé n6i khong duoc thoai méi im. “Nhung ai da giri di thong diép Iris? Néu Nico khong hé biét ring t& da ¢ do...”

Mot canh ciy gily rac trong rimg, La kho lao xao. Mot céi gi d6 rat In dang di chuyén giira céc cdy trong rimg, ngay phia trén dai dat hep trén dinh doi.
“P6 khong phai anh emnha Stoll,”” Annabeth thi thim

Chiing t6i cling rit kiém ra.

Ching t6i kn t6i dinh Ném Tay Ctia Thin Zeus, mjt ni s6i cao ¢ gitra rimg phia tay. D6 I mot mdc quan trong noi céc trai vién thurdng hen nhau trong
nhitng chuyen di san, nhung bay gio thi chang c6 ai & do.

“O diang kia,” Annabeth thi thim.
“Khong, doi da,” t6i noi. “N6 & sau ching ta.”

That ki la. Nhimng tiéng dong vut qua dudng nhu dén tir nhiéu hudng khéc nhau. Khi ching t6i di quanh nti soi voi hrdi kiém trén tay thi mot tiéng ndi ct lén
tr ngay sau hung chiing t6i, “Chao.”

Chiing ti xoay nguoi lai, va nit thin ciy Juniper hét én.

“Bo ching xudng! Nit thin cay khong thich nhimg hrdi kiém nhon dau, duoc khong?”” ¢b Ay khang nghi.
“Juniper,” Annabeth thd phao nhe nhom. “Cau dang lam gi ¢ day vay?”

“Té sbng & day.”

T6i ha kiém xubng. “Trong da soi u?”

C6 ta chi tay vé phia ria khoang rimg tréng. “Trong cy bach xi. Ngbc a.”

bung vay, va toi thiy minh kha 1 ngbc. Toi d 6 0bén cac than 1 cdy trong nhiéu nam, nhung t6i chura bao gid thure sy ndi chuyén nhidu voi ho. Toi biét ho
khong thé di qué xa c4i cdy ctia ho vi d6 1 ngudn séng ctia mbi ngudi. Nigodi ra t6i khong biét thém gi nira.

“Céc cau dang ban a?” Juniper hoi.
“Um, bon t& dang c6 mdt trd choi chdng lai mot dam quai vt va dang ¢b ging khong dé mit mang day!” t6i ni.

“Khong ban dau, c6 chuyén gi vay Juniper?”’Annabeth tra 10i.



Juniper sut sit. C6 ta ly dng tay 40 bang Iua lau murée miét: ‘Ta vé Grover. Cau dy dudng nhu dang quén tri. Ca nay cau Ay di tim than Pan. Va mdi lin cau
Ay tro v&, moi viée lai t& hai hon. Pau tién, t6 nghi ¢ & cau Ay dang hen ho véi mdt céi cay khéac.”

“Khong,” Annabeth an i trong khi Juniper bét dau khoc. “Chéc chén khong phai nhu vay dau.”

“Cau dy tirmg cam ning mot bui cdy viét quat day thoi,” Juniper n6i voi vé mit day dau kho.

“Juniper,” Annabeth n6i, “Grover thdm chi con khéng nhin mt cai cdy ndo khac. Cau 4y chi cing thing vi gidy phép tim kiém ctia minh thoi.”
“Cau 4y khong thé di xudng long dat!” Juniper phan di. “Céc cau khong duoc dé Grover lam thé.”

Annabeth trong hoi kho chiu. “Do c6 thé 1 cach duy nhét dé gitip cau dy; néu bon t6 biét duoc noi dé bat dau.”

“A.” Juniper lau mbt giot nurée mét xanh trén ma. “Vé chuyén do...”

Mot tiéng lao xao khac trong rimg, va Juniper hét lén, “Trdn dil”

Trude khi t6i kip hoi tai sao, c6 ta dd bién mét vao lan swong méu xanh.

Annabeth va t0i quay lai. Pang bo ra khoi rimg la m6t con con tring sang lap linh mau ho phéch, dai hon ba mét voi nhitng cdi cang c6 rang cua Iom
chom, mit cai dudi duoc boc sat va mot cai voi dai bang thanh kieém ctia toi. Mot con bo cap. Mot boc bang lua dé duogc bude trén hung nd.

“Mot trong hai chiing ta s& Judn ra déng sau no,” Annabeth phan cong, trong khi con quai vat rim ram tién vé phia ching toi. “Chit dirt dubi nd, con nguoi
kia s& dirng dang trude danh lac hurdng,”

“T6 s& dimg dang trude,” t6i ndi. “Céu co mil tang hinh ma.”

Annabeth git dau. Toi va ¢6 4y da cing nhau chién du nhidu lin dén mirc ching toi biét rd timg cir dong cta nhau. Ching t0i ¢6 thé am vie niy, mot
cach de dang. Nhung moi thit dién ra khong don gidn nhu du tinh ctia ching t6i khi ¢ thém hai con bg cap nita xuat hién ¢ ria rimg.

“Ba con u?”” Amnabeth néi. “Khéng thé ndo! Ca khu rimg thé nay ma mdt nira sb quéi vat tn cong ching ta 42"
T6i nudt mrde miéng. Mot con, ching t6i c6 thé xir 1y duge. Hai con, ching t6i cin mdt chit may méin. Ba con u? T6i nghi ngd

Nhitng con bo cap di chuyén nhanh vé phia ching t6i, quét manh nhitng c4i dudi ddy gai nhur thé muc tiéu duy nhét khi dén day 1 Ay mang ching toi.
Annabeth va t6i dya lung vao tang da gan nhat.

“Tréo lén nhé?”” Toi goi y.
“Khong cé du thoi gian dau.”

Cb 4y n6i ding. Nhirng con bo cap da bao quanh ching t6i. Chiing & gAn dén ndi t6i c6 thé nhin thiy nhitng c4i miéng gdm ghiéc dang chay dai, mong cho
mot bita danh chén ngon lanh cac 4 than.

“Coi chirng!” Annabeth gat duge mdt cai voi bang thanh kiérn~ cta minh. T61 ding thanh Thity Triéu dAm manh, nhung con quéi vt da It ra sau va tranh
dugc. Ching t6i tréo Ién bén hong tang da, nhung i bo cap van dudi theo. Toi vung kiém chém vao mdt con khac, nhung viée bét dau tan cong la qua
nguy hiém. Néu t6i nham vao thin n6, cai dudi s& dam tir trén xudng. Néu t6i nham vao dudi n6, nhitng chiéc cang ctia con quai vat s€ xuat hién tir hai bén
deé tom lay t6i. Tat ca nhitng gi chiing t6i ¢6 thé 1am 1a phong vé, va ching t6i s&€ khdng thé cam cyr dugce lau.

Toi tréo thém mdt bude nira sang bén, va dot nhién phia sau t6i ka khoang trong, D6 1a khe nirt giita hai tang da cudi lon nht, c4i nm toi da di qua ca tridu
lan r6i, nhung...

“Trong ndy,” toi ndi.

Annabeth chém mdt con bo cap rdi quay sang nhin toi nhur thé t6i bi dién vay. “Trong d6 u? N6 qua hep!”
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“To s& yémh{) cau. bidi!

C6 Ay i ra phia dang sau t6i va bat dau ép minh luon qua khe gitta hai tang cudi. Sau do Annabeth hét Ién va tim lay dy dai 4o giap cla toi. Va dot nhicn,
61 ngd xudng mdt c4i hd ma cach do mot gidy van con chura xuét hién. Toi c6 thé trong thy i bo cap bén trén ching t6i, mau troi dém do tia va cay cbi
xung quanh. Sau do cai 16 dong lai nhu éng kinh méy anh, va chiing t6i hoan toan chim trong bong toi.

Hoi tho ctia chiing t6i di lai tir nhitng phién da. Khong khi am va lanh. T6i ngdi trén mdt mit san map md, ¢6 & duoc am bang gach.

T6i nhic thanh Thiy Triéu Ién. Anh sang yéu 6t tir ludi ctia nd vira dit dé soi vio gwong mit ddy so héi ciia Annabeth va nhing burc tudng ddy réu & hai
bén.

“Chiing ta... dang & dau?” néi



“Dursao thi ta cling da thoat khoi It bo cap.” Toi ¢b ging noi bang giong binh tinh, nhung thire syr t6i cling s¢ chét di duoc. RO rang khe ho gitta hai tang da
khong the dan vao mit cai hang dugc. Néu c6 mot cai hang ¢ day thi t61 phai bit; t61 kha chéc vé dicu dd. Su viée xay ra giong nhur long dat da mo ra va
nuot gon ching t6i. Tat ca nhitng gi t6i nghi duroc 1a khe nirt ¢ sanh an, noi ma cac chién binh xwong da bi nuot chimg mia hé nim ngoai. Toi ban khodn
liéu c6 phai dieu twong tu d xay dén véi chiing t6i hay khong,

Toi nhic thanh kiém lén dé 1y 4nh sang mdt lan nira.

“Pay | mot can phong dai,” t6i im nhdm.

Annabeth ndm chit tay t6i. “Day khong phai i mot cin phong, N6 13 mdt hanh lang”

Co 4y noi ding. Bong i phia trrde ching toi dudng nhur ¢6 V6... tréng rdng hon. M6t con gi6 nhe 4m 4p thdi qua, gidng nhur trong dudng him xe dién
ngam, chi c6 di€uno co vé “cii’” hon va c6 gi d6 nguy hiém hon.

T6i dinh tién lén phia trude nhung Annabeth ngin t6i lai. “Dimg budc thém. Chiing ta can tim 16i ra.”
Bay gio thi Annabeth c6 vé thuc su so hii.
“Pugc 161, t0i hita vi co dy. “Moi viée s& on...”

Toi nging kn va chot nhan ra t6i khong biét duoc ching t0i da roi xudng chd nio. Phia trén duong hm kim béng dé rén chéic. Hang lang duong nhu kéo
dai bat tan v€ ca hai phia.

Tay ctia Annabeth Judn vao tay t0i. Vao nhimg lic khdc ¢ 1§ t0i s& bdi ri kim, nhung & déy, trong bong t0i, tdi thiy vui vi nhos thé ma t6i biét c6 Ay ¢ dau.
Gan nhur d9 1a di€u duy nhat t6i cdm thay chac chan.

“Li lai hai bude,” Annabeth khuyén cdo.

Ching t6i cling nhau budc giat ki gidng nhur dang & trén mot b min.

“Puge 16, ¢b Ay noi. “Hay gip t6 kiém tra cac birc twong.”

“Dé am gi?”

“DAu hiéu ctia Daedalus,” ¢d a‘iy 1n6i, nhu thé didu nay co tac dung gi Bm Vay.
“U, duoc thoi. Dau hiéu kicu gi...”

“Pay roi,” Annabeth tho phao nhe nhdm €6 ﬁy dat tay Ién birc tudng va 4n vao mot khe nirt nho xiu, va né bét dau toa anh sang mau xanh. Mot ky hiéu
Hy Lap xuat hién: , mdt chir cai tiéng Hy Lap c0, Delta.

Tran phia trén clia duong him md ra, va ching toi nhin thiy bau trdi dém, nhing ngdi sao dang toa séng IAp knh. Trdi t6i hon moi khi. Mot cai thang kim
loai xuat hién & mdt bo turong, hudng 1én trén, va t6i nghe thdy moi ngudi dang goi tén ching toi.

“Anh Percy! Annabeth!” Gigng ctia Tyson vang 1én rd nhét, va nhing ngudi khéc ciing dang kéu tén ching toi.
T6i lo Fing nhin Annabeth. Va chiing t6i bt dau tréo kén.

Chiing t6i di vong qua cac tang da va ddmbd vao Clarisse cing mdt s6 trai vién khc dang cim dudc.

“Céc ciu da ¢ dau thé?” Clarisse hoi. “Ching t6 di tim céc cau mii.”

“Chiing t& moi di ¢ vai phut ma,” toi noi.

Béc Chiron chay t6i, theo sau I Tyson va Grover.

“Anh Percy!” Tyson hoi. “Anh khong sao chit?”’

“Bon anh 6n ma,” t0i n6i. “Bon anh bi ngd xung mot c4i hd.”

Nhitng ngudi khac nhin t6i, va sau d6 nhin Annabeth mdt cach nghi ngo.

“That d4y!” t6i noi. “C6 ba con bo cap dudi theo ching t6, vi viy ching t& chay va trdn vio méy ting da. Nhung ching t& chi bién mit c6 mdt phit thoi.”
“Céc chéu da bién mit gin mot tiéng ddng hd,” bac Chiron n6i. “Trd choi da két thic.”

“Um,” Grover Am bam “Déng I& bon t& da théing, nhung mot Cyclops da ngdi Ién nguoi t6.”



“Chi 12 khong may thoil” Tyson phan d6i, va sau d6 thi ht xi.

Clarisse dang doi vong nguyét qué vang, nhung c6 ta khong ba hoa vé chién théng lan nay, diéu d6 chang giong c6 ta mdt chit ndo. “Modt c4i hd u?”
Clarisse n6i voi vé nghi ngo.

Annabeth hit mdt hoi tht sau. C6 Ay nhin cac trai vién khac xung quanh. “Béc Chiron... ¢6 & ching ta nén n6i chuyén nay ¢ Nha Lon.”

Clarisse ha hdc miéng, “Cau da timra no, diing khong?”

Annabeth can moi “T6... Um, irm, bon t6 da timra.”

Mot dém trai vién bat dau lao nhao hoi va cho doi, trong ciing bdi r01 chang khac gi toi, nhung béc Chiron gio tay ra hiéu im lang, “Dém nay khong phai la
thoi diém thich hop, va day ciing khong phai la cho thich hop.” Bac 4y nhin vao nhimg tang d4, c6 vé nhu bac Ay hiéu ching nguy hiém dén mirc ndo. “Tét
ca cac chau quay vé nha. Hay di ngi. Trd choi rét vui, nhung da qua gidr gidi nghiém roi.”

C6 nhiéu tiéng xi x0 va phan nan, nhung cAc trai vién déu giai tan. Ho néi chuyén véi nhau va nhin t6i mdt cach day ngd virc.

“Piéu ndy giai thich nhidu thir,” Clarisse n6i. “N6 giai thich diéu Luke dang tim kiém.”

“Doi da,” 161 n61. “Y cau la gi? Ching t6 da tim thy cai gi thé?”

Annabeth quay sang t6i, doi mét ¢o iy day lo Fing, “Mot 16i vao Mé Cung. Mot con dudng xam hroc dan thing vao giita trai.”

Ban dang doc truyén Percy Jackson Tdp 4: Cudc Chién Chén Mé Cung duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 4

Bac Chiron ctr khing khéing bét ching t6i n6i chuyén d6 vao sang hom sau, viée d6 ching khéc gi, Nay, mang séng ctia ciu dang bi nguy hiém ddy. Ngu
ngon nhé! Pém d6 t6i bi kho ngi, va khi cudi cling ngi duge thi t6i lai mo v& mit nha ti

Toi trong thiy mot cau bé méc 4o ching kiéu Hy Lap, di xéng-dan dang co ro mjt minh trong mot can phong lon bang d4. Tran nha thong ra ngoai troi,
nhung céc bire trdng cao dén sau mét va lam bang d4 cim thach duoc mii bong, hoan toan nhin min. Réi réc trong phong 1 nhing hop 0. Mot vai céi bi
nirt vy va do, giong nhu ching da bi quing vao d6. Cac dung cu bang dong roi ra ngoai — mot cai compa, mit céi cura va mot s6 thir khac ma t6i khong
thé nhén ra.

Céubé co ro trong goc phong, run riy Vi lanh, hodc i s¢' hi. Trén ngudi cau dAy nhitng vét bin bén toe tung. Chén, tay va mét miii cau bé triy xudc nhu
thé cau bi kéo 1€ dén day cing nhitng chiéc hop nay.

Sau d6 hai canh cira béng 2 s~6i i ach mo ra. Hai tén linh canh gac trong bo 4o giap bing dong budc vio ciing mdt ngudi dan ong gia nua di gitta. Ching
quang dan dng gia vao dong hon don do.

“Cha!” C4u bé chay dén bén dng. Ao ctia ong ta rach ta toi, toc diémmdt vai soi bac, rau dai va xodn. Miii ctia 6ng bi gily va mdi thi dang chay méu.

Cau bé iy tay 6m Ky dau 6ng, “Ching da lim gi cha?” Sau d6 cau bé hét vao mit nhitng tén linh géc, “Tao s& giét ching may!”

“Hom nay s& khong c6 giét choc gi ca,” mot giong néi vang lén.

Bon linh canh dat sang bén. Bimg dﬁng sau ching i mdt ngurdi dan ng miic 4o choang tréng, Han deo mot chiéc vong nho bang vang mong trén dau. Rau
cta han nhon nhur mot wdi gido. Mat hin anh kén syr tan ac. “Nha nguoi da giip g3 ngudi Athen kia gict chét Minotaur cua ta, Daedalus. Ngwroi dé khien
con gai ta chong lai ta.”

“Chinh ngai da tur tao ra didu d6, thwa bé ha,” giong ngudi dan 6ng gia rén ri.

MOt tén linh d4 vao mang suon ong Ho. Ong 4y rén ri trong dau don. Cau bé kéu Ién, “Dirng lail”

“Nha nguoi yéu cai mé cung ctia minh qua,” vi vua noi. “Nén ta da quyét dinh cho nha nguoi & day. Py s& 1 xudng im viée ctia nguoi. Hay tao ra cho ta
nhiing ki quan moi. Hay 1am cho ta vui. Moi m€ cung déu can mdt con quéi vat. Nha nguoi s€ 1a con quai vt do cta ta!”

“T6i khong so ngai dau,” nguoi dan ong gia kéu rén.

Vivua cudi lanh ling. Mt hén nhin chim chim vio caubé. “Nhung mot ngroi dan ong s& quan tam dén con trai ctia minh, phai khong? Ctr lm ta thét
vong di, Ao gia, va lan t6i linh clia ta s€ trimg phat thang bé!”
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Viwvua duong bé di khoi cting bon linh canh, va hai canh ctra dong sam bo lai hai cha con ciu bé trong bong tHi.
“Chiing ta s& lam gi day?”” C4u bé than van. “Cha, ching s& giét cha mét.”

Ong o chiu dau va ¢b ging nd mdt ny cudi, nhung miéng ong dy méu trong thit dang so.

“Can dam Ién con trai ctia ta.” Ong nhin Ién cac vi sao. “Cha-cha s& tim cach.”

Mot then chéin ha xubng ngang cira ctng am thanh chét nguoi. Toi choang tinh, md hoi lanh ngit.

Séng hom sau, khi t0i con chura hét run thi béc Chiron triéu tap mdt hdi dong chién tranhhing 0 gip nhau & khu déu kiém, mbt diéu khong dugc binh
thuong cho lam— chiing t6i ban bac vé s6 phan cua trai trong khi con O’Leary nhai kén ket mdt con bo bang cao sumau hong co kich thude nhur that.

Bac Chiron va Quintus dimg & dang tru6e, bén canh gid dé vii khi. Annabeth va Clarisse ngdi canh nhau va cing thao ra chi thi quan su. Tyson va Grover
ngdi cach xa nhau hét mirc 6 thé. Cing ngdi & ban con c6 nit than cay Juniper, Silena Beauregard, Travis va Comnor Stoll, Beckendorf, Lee Fletcher, va
tham chi ca Argus, ngudi dimg du b phan an ninh trdm it ctia ching t6i. D6 14 Iy do tai sao t6i biét moi viéc da tr¢ nén nghiém trong. Argus hiém khi
xuat hién trir khi c6 viée gi d6 cuc ky quan trong dang dien ra. Trong lic Annabeth n6i, anh ta don ca trédm con m¥t xanh cua minh vao ¢6 ay, chdm cha
dén noi ca than minh anh ta d4 ngau kn.

“Chéc chén Luke da biét vé 16i vao Mé Cung,” Annabeth ndi. “Han biét moi thir vé trai ctia ching ta.”

T61 nghil minh ¢ thé cam nhan duge mot chit kiéu hinh trong giong ndi ctia Annabeth, nhu thé ¢o éyvﬁn kinh trong hén, cho dii hin x4u xa dén mirc ndo.
Juniper hing giong, “P6 I diéu t& dinh ndi voi cau tdi qua. Lbi vao hang d6 da c6 & d6 tir rat lu rdi. Luke da timg ding nd.”

Silena Beauregard nhiu may. “Cau da biét vé 161 vio Mé Cung, sao cau khong noi gi?”

Mat Junifer chuyén sang miu xanh 1. “Té khong biét diéu d6 quan trong, Chi a mt cai hang thoi ma. Té khong thich nhitng nhitng c4i hang cii gom ghiéc.”
“Cb 4y rét tinh t& ma,” Grover noi.

“Té s& khong dé y dau, néu d6 khong phai 1a... 1 Luke.” Mit ¢ ta tré' nén hoi xanh hon mdt chit nhur thé c6 ta dang d6 mt vy.

Grover ndi cau. “Quén cai g tinh té ma t& vira néi di nhé.”

“Hay day Quintus vira lau bong thanh kiém vira noi. “Va moi ngudi tin ring anh chang do, Luke, s& d4m str dung Mé Cung nhur mdt con duong hanh
quan dé chiém trai sa0?”

“’ChEJIC‘ chin,” Clarisse néi. “Néu héin c6 thé dua ca mot ddi quai vat vao bén trong Trai Con Lai, ¢6 thé dot ngot X}lét hién gilta rimg ma chang may may lo
lang vé hang rao phép thudt cua trai, thi ching ta s& ching c6 mot co may nao dau. Han c6 the tiéu diét ching ta dc dang. Chic chan han da chuan bi viée
nay trong nhiéu thang roi.

“Hén dang dura ngudi di do tham mé cung,” Annabeth n6i. “Bon t& biét viéc ndy vi... vi bon t& d tim dwoc mbt tén.”

“Chris Rodriguez,” bac Chiron ndi v ném cho Quintus mdt c4i nhin ddy y nghia.

“A,” Quintus néi. “Céi tén trong... Puoc r6i. Toi da hidu.”

“‘Cai tén trong cai gi?”” t6i hoi.

Clarisse nhin t6i trimg trimg, “Van dé 13, Luke dang cb tim duong di xuyén qua mé cung, Han dang tim kiém xuong cia Daedalus.”

T6i nhé dén gidc mo ctia minh dém hom trude — mdt ngudi dan ong gia day méu trong bd quén 4o rach ta toi. “Ngudi da tao ra mé cung dung khong?”
“Phai,” Annabeth n6i. “K1en triic su vidai nhat, nha phat minh vi dai nhit moi thoi dai. Néu cac truyen thuyét hoan toan c6 that, thi Xuong cua 6ng dy nAm &
tam cia Mé Cung, Ong 4y i ngudi duy nhét b1et cach di qua mé cung an toan. Néu Luke tnnthay Xuong va thuyet phuc duoc 6ng ay giip hén, hin s&
khong phai mo mAm tim dudng voi nguy co mét ca doi quén trong nhitng cai i bay & mé cung. Hén c6 thé di dén bét ki noi d4u hén mudn — nhanh chong va
an toan. Dau tién i dén Trai Con Lai dé quét sach hét tit ca ching ta. Sau do... hudng thing dén dinh Olympus.”

Dau trudng tré nén im king trir tiéng CHIT! CHIT! phét ra tir con bo d6 choi da bi moi rudt ciia con O’ Leary.

Cubi cing Beckendorf it hai ban tay 16n 1én ban. “Lui lai mdt gidy ndo. Annabeth, cu ndi ‘thuyét phuc Daedalus’ u? Chéng phai Daedalus da chét rdi
sao?”

Quintus can nhan, “Toi cting hy vong nhu vay. Ong ta sdng, bao nhiéu nhi, cach day ba ngan ndm nam phai khong? Va thdm chi néu ng ta con sdng, ching
phai nhitng cau chuyén c6 ndi rang ong ta da di khdi Mé Cung hay sao?”

Bac Chiron khong ngimg 6 10p cop mong gudc. “P6 I van dé day, Quintus thin mén a. Ching ai biét ca. C6 nhimg loi don... ding 10i, ¢6 rat nhidu oi
don gay x6n xao vé Daedalus, mdt trong s6 d6 1 ong ta d4 quay lai va bién mat vao trong Mé Cung khi vé gid. C6 thé ong ta van con & dudi do.”



Toi nghi vé& ngudi dan ong gid ma t6i da thy trong gidc mo. Trong ong ta that yéu dudi, that khé tin ring 6ng ta ¢6 thé séng thém duogce mdt tudn ndo nita,
chir ding ndi [ t6i nhitng ba

“Ching ta can vao bén trong,” Annabeth ndi. “Chiing ta phai tim ra xwdéng trude Luke. Néu Daedalus con séng, ching ta s& thuyét phuc 6ng 4y gitp ching
ta, chir khong phai Luke. Néu soi ddy ctia Ariadne van con, ching ta phai chac chan né khong roi vao tay han.”

“Poi da,” t6i noi. “Néu ching ta lo so v& viée tin cong, tai sao khong cho nd tung 16i vao va bit dudng him lai?”

“Sang kién dy!” Grover noi. “T6 s& di By thudc nd!”

“Khong dé dang nhur thé dau, d6 dan a,” Clarisse cau nhau. “Bon td d thir im diéu d6 voi 16i vao tim thiy ¢ Phoenix. Nhung khong thanh cong.”
Annabeth git ddu. “Mé Cung 1 mdt cong trinh kién tric cé phép thuat, Percy. S& cén mdt stee manh khéng 16 chi dé bit mjt trong sb cac léi‘ VAo cua 1. 0
Phoenix, Clarisse da pha sdp ca mot toa nha v6i mbt qua bong thép(5), the nhung 10i vao me cung ciing chi dich chuyén ¢6 mdt vai phan. Bicu tot nhat
chiing ta 6 thé Iam la ngin Luke khoi viéc tim duoc duong di xuyén qua Mé Cung.”

“Ching ta c6 thé chién déu,” Lee Fletcher n6i. “Gio ching ta da biét 16i vao & dau. Chung ta ¢6 thé ap mot tuyén phong thi va doi ching, Néu doi quin
ctia Luke c6 di qua, chiing s€ thay ta dang cam cung tén doi san.”

“Puong nhién ching ta s& lap ra cac tuyén phong thit,” bac Chiron dong y. “Nhung bac s¢ rang Clarisse ding ddy. Hang rao phép thut da gitt cho trai an
toan hang tram namnay. Neéu Luke thanh cong trong viéc dua duoc doi quan quai vat dong dic d6 vao trung tim trai, bang cach di dudng vong dé tranh
hang rao phép thudt... ching ta ¢6 thé khong du nguoi dé danh bai ching,”

Khong ai vui vé gi trrde tin nay. Bac Chiron thurdng ¢b t0 ra lac quan va vui vé. Néu bac 4y néi ching toi khong thé ngan can duoc cude tan cong, thi didu
d6 khong phai la diéu tot lanh gi.

“Ching ta phai dén duogc xuong cta Daedalus trude da,” Amabeth khiing khiing v6i quyét dinh ctia minh. “Timra soi ddy cta Ariadne va ngin Luke st
dungnd.”

“Nhung néu khong ai c6 thé biét 161 di trong mé cung,” t6i n6i, “thi im sao ching ta c6 co hdi chir?””

“Té da nghién ctru vé kién tric nhiéu nam,” Annabeth n6i. “T6 biét vé Mé Cung ctia Daedalus nhiéu hon bat ki ai.”
“Qua sach vor a?”

“U, phai”

“Nhur thé chura di.”

“Vay la da!”

“Khong du.”

“Cau c6 dinh gip t6 khong?”

T6i nhan ra moi ngudi dang nhin t6i vi Annabeth nhur xem mdt trn tennis. Con bo cao su ctia con O’Leary tao ra mdt tiéng KIT! khi n xé toac ci dau
mau hong ctia no ra.

Béc Chiron hiing giong. “Viéc gi cin im truée s& lam trrée. Ching ta cin mdt cude timkiém. Ai d6 phai di vao Mé Cung, timra xuéng ciia Dacdalus, va
ngan can Luke ding meé cung dé chiém Trai Con Lai.”

“Tét ca ching ta déu biét ai s& 1 ngudi din dau cude tim kiém nay,” Clarisse n6i. “D6 i Annabeth.”

Moi ngudi i ram tan thanh. T6i biét Annabeth d& mong cho mdt nhiém vy do ¢6 Ay dan dau tir khi con bé xiu, nhung tréng c6 ay khong durgc thoai méi
cho im

“Cau ciling da [am nhiu diéu nhu t6 ma, Clarisse,” ¢o Qiy ndi. “Céu ciing nén di.”
Clarisse lic dau. “T6 s& khong quay lai d6.”
Travis Stoll cudi lon. “DPung ndi véi té 1a cau sg nhé. Clarisse, cau ma thd d8 thé sa0?”

Clarisse d(ng phét ddy. Toi nghi c6 ta s& nghién nat Travis, nhung thay vao do, ¢d ta néi véi giong run run: “Cau ching hiéu gi ca, do thd 16. Té s& khong
bao gid quay lai noi d6. Khdng bao gio!”

Clarisse lao ra khoi dAu truong,

Travis nguong ngimg nhin quanh. “Té khong ¢6 ¥...”



Bc Chiron gio tay Ién ra hiéu. “C6 bé t4i nghiép da c6 mdt nim day kho khin rdi. Bay gior ching ta ¢ dong y dé Annabeth dan du cude tim kiém nay
khong?”

Ching t6i déu gt dau trir Quintus. Ong ta khoanh tay va nhin chidm chim xudng ban, nhung t6i khong chéc c6 ai dé dé y dén diéu nay khong,
“Rat t6t.” Bac Chiron quay sang Annabeth. “Chéu yéu, gio 1 ic ¢én tham Oracle. Khi chau quay lai, ching ta s& ban xem nén am gi tiép theo
Ché doi Annabeth con khé khiin hon nhiéu so véi viéc tu minh di ¢én chd Oracle.

Toi da dugc nghe nd n6i hai Loi Sim Truyén trude ddy. Lan dau tién i & gic méi day bui cia Nha Ldn, noi hnh hdn ctia Delphil nga trong Xac udp cta
mdt ngudi phu nit hippie. Lan thir hai 1 khi Oracle ra khoi gac méi dé va dao mdt vong nho trong rimg. T6i vin con gip cac con dc mong vé viée do.

T6i chua bao gio cam théy bi de doa bai sy hién dién ctia Oracle, nhung t61 da dugc nghe cac cau chuyén: c6 nhitng trai vién bi dién hoac chét vi so haivi
ho da thay duoc hinh anh that cta ba ta.

Toi bude t6i bude lui trong dau truong va cho doi. Con O’Leary dang an bita trura bao gdmnim chyc ky thit bo xay va mot vai ghiéc banh quy cho ché to
bang nap ddy thing rac. Toi chi thac mac khong biét Quintus lay nhirng chice banh quy cho chd to thé nay ¢ dau ra. Toi khong thé hinh dung ra dugc hinh
anh ban budc vao Pet Zone, chon ching va bo vao xe day mua hang,

Bac Chiron dang mai n6i chuyén voi Quintus va Argus. Theo toi thay thi hinh nhwr ho dang khong dong y v& mdt van dé gi do. Quitus ctr Fic dau lién tyc.

O phia bén kia ctia du truong, Tyson va anh emnha Stoll dang choi trd dua xe ngira bang nhing ¢d xe ngya bang ddng thu nhé ma Tyson da Bmra tir
cac manh 4o giap bi virt bo.

Toi nglrmg viée di lai va di ra khoi du truong. Toi liée nhin ngang qua céc cénh dong du vao cira s6 gic mdi ctia Nha Lo, im fim va t6i tim. Dicu gi khién
Annabeth ¢ d6 1au dén the? Toi kha chic 1a t6i s€ khong mat nhiu thoi gian nhur theé nay néu dén uot t6i dan dau cude tim kiem.

“Percy,” giong mdt ¢o gai thi thim

Juniper dang dmg trong bui ciy. Céch c6 4y tré nén gan nhur tang hinh khi duroc bao boc boi ciy cbi xung quanh thit ky la.

Cb 4y ra hiéu cho t6i mot cach cap bach. “Cau can biét diéu nay: Luke khong phai i ngudi duy nhét té nhin thiy & canh cai hang dy.”
“Y caula gi?”

Cb 4y liéc nhin lai ddu truong, “T6 ¢b ging n6i ra diéu d6, nhung 6ng ta & ngay do.”
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“Thy day kiém,” c6 4y noi. “Ong ta moam xem xét quanh nhiing tang da.”

Da day t6i thit lai. “Quintus u? Khi nio?”

“Té khong nhé. Té khong dé y dén thoi gian. C6 thé a cach day mot tudn, khi 6ng ta xuét hién An dau tién.”

“Liic d6 ong ta lam gi? Ong ta ¢6 vao bén trong khong?”

“T6... t6 khong 15. Percy, ong ta lam t6 son gai oc T6 thdm chi con khong thiy ong ta di vao khoang rimg thura d6. Dot nhién 6ng ta xuét hién & d6. Cau
phai n6i v&i Grover ring viée nay rat nguy hiém...’

“Juniper?” Grover goi tir bén trong d4u trudng, “Cau di dau thé?”

Juniper thé dai. “Té nén quay vao thdi. Hay nhé nhitng gi t& néi. Pung tin ngudi dan 6ng do!”

Juniper chay vao dau trurong,

Toi nhin cham cham vao Nha Lon va cam thiy bét an hon bao g hét. Néu Quintus dang ammuru didu gi.. toi cén Ioi khuyén cia Annabeth. C6 dy o thé
bict can am gi voi théng tin ctia Juniper. Nhung c6 dy dang 6 chd quai qui nao nhi? Cho dii ¢4 bat cir dicu gi xay ra v6i Oracle, ¢0 dy cting khong the di lau
nhur the nay.

Cubdi cung t6i cling khong thé chiu dung dugc viéc cho doi nita.

Toi biét diéu minh sap km B pham lut, nhung rdi vi ching c6 ai & d6 ca. Toi chay xubng ddi va bang thing qua céc canh dong,

Phong khach phia true ciia Nha Lon yén éng la thudng. Toi d quen nhin thiy thin Dionysus ngdi canh 16 sudi, choi bai, dn nho va phan nin véi cac thin
rung, nhung hom nay Ngai D ciing di vang,

Toi di vé cudi hanh lang, van san dudi chén kéu keén ket. Khi dén chan cau thang, t6i hoi ludng hr. Phia trén ting bén c6 mot canh cira sap dan Ién gic mai.



Annabeth s& & d4u d6 trén Ay. Toi dimg yén king va nghe ngdng. Nhung nhitng gi toi nghe duge khong phai I nhimg gi toi mong doi.

Tiéng ai d6 khdc. Va n6 phét ra bén dudi chan toi.

Toi vong ra phia sau céu thang, Cura tAng him dang mo. Toi thim chi con khong biét Nha Lon co mot ting him. Nhin vao bén trong, t6i thiy hai bong
ngudi & phia goc ting him, dang ngdi lot thom gitta mot 16 mot 16c nhirng thing thirc &n than thanh va mit dau du trir. Mot nguoi I Clarisse. Ngudi kia 1
anh chang ngudi Hispanic trong mdt hiéc quan linh rach ta toi va mot chiéc 4o phong méu den bén thiu. Téc han béng nhon va r6i bl Han dang 6m ghi liy
hai vai minh va khéc mirc no. Do 1a Chris Rodriguez, mdt con lai da tirng theo phe ctia Luke.

“Pugc 1di,” Clarisse n6i véi cau ta. “Thir mdt & rurou thanh nao!”

“Cb a a0 anh, Mary!”” Chris i ra xa hon vé goc phong, “Tr... tranh... tranh ra.”

“Teén t¢ khong phai la Mary.” Giong cua Clarisse nhe nhang nhung cue ky budn ba. Toi chura bao gids biét Clarisse lai c6 thé n6i chuyén theo cach ndy.
“Tén t6 la Clarisse. Nh¢ lai di. Xin cau day.”

“0 d6 that t5i,” Chris hét én. “Curc ky tdil”
“Di ra ngoai ndo,” Clarisse v0 vé. “Anh mit troi s& gitip cau.”
“Mot... mdt nghin cai dau Jau. DAt me van dang chita kinh cho han.”

“Chris,” Clarisse van nai. Nghe nhu Clarisse sép khoc. “Céu phai khoe 1én. Xin cau dy. Ngai D s& quay lai ngay thoi. Ong 4y i chuyén gia vé bénh tim
than. Cau hdy kién tri nhé.”

Do6i mit ctia Chris trong gidng nhur miit ctia mdt con chudt bi don vao chén tudng — dién cudng va tuyét vong, “Khong c6 16i ra dau, Mary. Khong thé ndo
ra khoi do.”

Thé 1di cAu ta bét chot thoang thiy t6i va kéu lén day kinh héi nhur thé dang bi ai d6 siét ¢d. “Con trai ctia thin Poseidon! Han ta that xAu xa!”

Toi i lai, hy vong Clarisse khong nhin thAy t6i. Toi chor Clarisse nhdy bo ra va hét vio mit toi, nhung c6 ta van tiép tuc noi voi Chris bang giong cau xin
day budn ba, c0 d€ han uong cho rugu thanh d6. C6 the ¢ ta nghii d6 chi la 4o gidc cta Chris, nhung... con trai ca than Poseidon u? Lic d6 Chris dang
nhin t6i, nhung tai sao t6i 6 cadm gidc hén khong n6i vé t6i nhi?

Va sy nhe nhing ctia Clarisse — 01 chua bao gitr biét ¢0 ta lai ¢ thé thich mot ai d6, nhung cdi céch ¢6 ta goi tén Chris... C6 ta da biét hén tir true khi
hén phan boi. C6 ta biet ve han nhicu hon t6i nhan thirc dugc. Va gio hin dang run ray trong tang ham toi tam, o' di ra ngoai, va limbam vé mot ai do tén
Mary. Thao nao Clarisse khong muon lién quan gi dén Mé Cung, Dieu gi da xay ra véi Chris ¢ d6?

C6 tiéng cot ket & trén — giéng nhur cira gic mai dang md — va t6i chay ra cira trude. Toi can phai ra khoi ngdi

“Chau yéu,” bac Chiron néi. “Chau da lam dugc.”

Annabeth budc vao d4u truong, C6 Ay ngdi trén ghé da va nhin chim chim xudng san nha.

“Thé n40?” Quintus hoi.

Annabeth nhin t5i trude. Toi khong biét ligu 6 dy dang ¢6 canh béo t0i, hay anh it clia ¢6 Ay chi don thuan | sy so'hi. Sau d6 c6 dy nhin chém chi
Quintus. “Chau da c6 duge Loi Sam Truyén. Chau s€ dan dau cude tim kiém xuong clia Daedalus.”

Khong ai reo ho. Y t6i la, At ca ching t0i déu yéu mén Annabeth, va ching t6i déu mong co y tham gia vao mdt cudc tim kiém, nhung Jan nay duong nhu
qua mirc nguy hiém Sau nhirng gi t6i nhin thay ¢ Chris Rodriguez, t6i thdm chi con khong muon nghi dén viéc Annabeth s& xudng cai me cung huyén bi do
mdt 1an nira.

Bic Chiron quet mong gudc xudng nén dat. “Chinh xac thi Loi SAm Truyén da n6i gi, chau yéu? Cach dién dat rit quan trong.”

Annabeth hit mdt hoi that sau. “Chéu, a... irm, ba 4y n6i i, Ngwoi s& di vao bong t6i ciia mdt mé cung bt tan...”

Chiing t6i chdr doi.

“Nguoi chét, ké phan boi, va nguoi miét tich s& dugc triéu hoi.”

Grover nging dau Ién. “Ngudi mit tich! Do 1 thin Pan! That tuyét!”

“Cé ngudi chét va ké phan boi,” t6i thém vao. “Khong hay ho dén thé dau.”

“Va?” bac Chiron hoi. “Phén con lai 1 gi?”

“Nguoi s& dimg Ién hodc ngi xubng du6i ban tay ciia ma virong,” Annabeth ndi, “va s khang cu cudi cing ctia dira con nit than Athena.”



Moi ngudi nhin quanh lo Fing, Annabeth 1 con gai ctia nit thin Athena, va sir chong cur cudi ciing nghe khong khong 6n chiit nao.
“Nay... chiing ta khong nén voi két lun.” Silena ndi. “Annabeth khong phai i dira con duy nhat ctia nir than Athena, phai khong?”
“Nhung ai la ma virong?”” Beckendorf hoi.

Khong ai tra 1o, T6i nghil ¢én hinh anh Nico tri¢u hdi cac linh hon ma 6i da thiy qua thong diép Iris. T6i ¢ cam gidc khong hay rang Loi Sam Truyén c6
lién qudiéu nay.

“Con gi nita khong?”” bac Chiron hoi. “Loi S4m Truyén van chura hoan chinh.”

Annabeth ngip ngimg. “Chéu khong nhé chinh xac.”

Béc Chiron nhuén méy. Annabeth ndi tiéng ¢ tri nhé t6t. Co ay khong bao gir quén nhing gi ¢6 dy nghe théy.
Annabeth nhiic nhich ngudi trén ghé. “Mot dicu gi d6 vé... Pha hity véi hoi thd cubi ciing ctia mdt anh hing.”
“Va con gi nita?”” bac Chiron hoi.

Annabeth dimg lén. “Thyc ra, vin dé k& chau can phai i vao mé cung, Chau s& tim ra xudng ctia Dacdalus va ngin can Luke. VA... chau can ngudi giop
do.” Co ay quay sang toi. “Cau s€ di cha?”

To6i khong chin chir mot gidy. “T6 di.”
Lan dau tién trong ngdy Annabeth né mdt nu cudi, va diéu nay da dén dap moi nd luc ctia t6i. “Grover, ciu ciing di chr? Than thién nhién dang doi.”

Dudng nhu Grover quén mét ciu Ay ghét long dat nhur thé ndo. Loi tién tri v& “ngurdi mét tich” da tiép thém nghi luc cho cau y. “Té s& mang thém it vét
dung tai ché dé an vat!”

“Va Tyson,” Annabeth néi. “T6 cling can caun.”
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“Tuyét! Pa dén lic cho nd tung moi thir 1én rdi!” Tyson vd tay manh dén ndi danh thirc ca con O’ Leary dang ng trong gdc.
“Doi d4, Annabeth,” bac Chiron n6i “Diéu ndy tréi voi cac uat 1 ¢d xwa. Mot anh hig chi dugc phép c6 hai ngudi thép ting”
“Chdu can tAt c& céc chu z”iy,” Annabeth khang khang, “Béc Chiron, didu nay thue sy quan trong.”

Toi khong biét tai sao ¢o ay lai chac chan dén thé, nhung t6i mirg vi co ay dua ca Tyson di cing, Toi khong thé tuong tuong duoc viée dé cau 4y lai. Cau
4y to 16n, manh khoe va hiéu biét vé tat ca céc loai may moc. Khong gidng cac thin rimg, cc Cyclops khong gip van dé i dudi long dit ca.

“Annabeth.” Bac Chiron vay nhe dudi mdt géch lo ]éng, “Hay gén nhéc cAn than. Chau s& pham péc luat 1€ cé‘, Va viée d6 ludn dé ]a1 héty qua. Mua dong
ndm ngodi, ndm nguoi tham gia cude tim kiém— giai clru nit than Artemis. Chi c6 ba ngudi tré vé. Hay nghii vé diéu d6. Ba la mit so than thanh. C6 ba Nur
than Ménh, ba Nt than Béo thi, va ba nguoi con trai ctia than Kronos ¢ dinh Olympus. D6 1a mit con s manh me ¢6 thé chong lai moi nguy hiém Bon...
nhu vy 1a lieu finh.”

Annabeth lai hit mdt hoi tht sau. “Chau biét. Nhung tat ca ching chau phai di. Xin bac ddy.”

Toi ca Ia bac Chiron khong thich diéu nay. Quintus dang xem xét ching t6i, nhur kiéu 6ng ta dang tinh todn xem ai trong s chiing t6i s& sdng sot trd vé.

Bac Chiron thé dai. “Puoc rdi. Két thic cude hop ¢ ddy. Cac thanh vién trong doi tim kiém phai tw chudn bi cho minh. Ngiy mai, vio lic binh minh, ching
ta s& dua cac chau di vao Mé Cung.”

Quintus kéo t6i sang mdt bén khi moi nguoi trong hoi ddng giai tan.

“Ta c6 linh cam khong hay vé viée ndy,” ong ta n6i voi toi.

Con O’Leary di dén, viy dudi mimg r&. N6 tha cai khién dudi chan t6i, va ti nhat Ién ném cho n6. Quintus ngim con ché nd dia chay theo ci khién. Toi
nh6 nhitng gi Juniper da ndi vé viée 6ng ta ling suc bén ngoai mé cung. Téi khong tin 6ng ta, nhung khi 6ng ta nhin t6i, t6i thiy & sur lo King thure s trong

mit ongta.

“Ta khong thich ¥ tuwong cac cau di xudng d6 chit ndo,” ong ta noi. “Bat ki ai trong cac cdu. Nhung néu cac cau phai di, ta mubn cac cdu nhé mot didu. Mé
Cung ton tai 1a d€ danh Itra cac cau. N6 s€ lam cac cdu roi tri. Pieu do rat nguy hiém doi véi con lai. Chiing ta rat dé bi roi tri.”

“Ong da timg vao d6 u?”
“Céch déy lau roi.” Giong 6ng ta nghe mét moi. “Ta da thoat chét trong gang tac. Phén 1on nhitng ngudi vao d6 khong may miin nhu vay dau.”

Ong ta ndm vai toi. “Percy, hdy tap trung vao nhing viéc quan trong nhat. Néu cau ¢6 thé lam duge diéu do, cau co thé tim thdy duong di. Va déy, ta
nuon cho cdu thir nay.”



Ong ta trao cho t6i mot c4i bng bang bac nho. N6 lanh dén mire t6i suyt danh roi no.

“MOot cai coi u?”’ t61 hoi.

“Mot cai coi goi cho,” Quintus n6i. “Dé goi con O’Leary.”

“0, camon 6ng, nhung,..”

“N6 s& ¢6 tac dung gi trong me cung? Ta khong chic mot tramphan trdma n6 s& c6 téc dung. Nhung O’Leary 1 mdt con ch6 ngao. N6 ¢6 thé xuét hién
khi duoc goi, ditnd & xa dén thé ndo. Toi s& yén tim hon khi biét cu c6 né. Néu cau thire sy can gitp do, hily dimg n6, nhung hy can than, i coi duge
lam tir bang & song Styx.”

“Béng gi co?”

“Tir dong song Styx. Rét kho dé lim ra n6. Rét mong manh. Khong thé tan chiy, nhung n6 s& bi pha hiy hoan toan khi ciu thoi no, vi vy cau chi ¢6 thé
dung né mdt lan.”

Toi nghii vé Luke, ke thu cfi cua t61. Ngay trude khi ti tham gia cude tim kiém An d4u ctia minh, Luke ciing d3 ting t6i mjt mon qua — mot doi gidy phép
thudt dugc thict k& dé kéo t6i den vdi cai chét. Quintus co ve that tir t€. That quan tim. Va con O’Leary thich 6ng ta, cai nay phai c6 nguyén nhan gi do.

Con ché nha céi khién mong xuong chén t6i va stia mot cach hao hirng,

To6i cam thy xAu hd vi ti da tinh chuyén khong tin trdng Quintus. Nhung rdi t6i nhd ra trude kia minh ciing da timg tin trdng Luke.

“Camon,” t6i n6i véi Quintus. Toi nhét cai coi gia lanh d6 vao ti, ty hira voi chinh mmhréng t01 s€ khong bao gio ding dénnob, va chay ra khoi d6 di tim
Annabeth.

Du da 1 thanh vién ciia trai lAu dén thé nhung t6i chura bao o vao bén trong nha nit thin Athena.

D6 a mit tda nha mau bac, khong ¢ gi khéc thirdng, rém cira chi toan mdt mau tring va 6 mdt con cti tac bang d4 phia trén cira ra vao. D6i mit bang
mé ndo cua con cu duodng nhur theo doi t6i khi toi dén gan.

“C0 ai 6 nha khong?” toi goi vao bén trong,

Khong ai tra Ioi. Toi bude vao va nin tho. Noi ndy 1 mt xuong lam viée cua nhitng dira tré thién tai. Giurong duoc day vao mOt bén turdng nhur thé viéc
ngu khQng quan trong lam Phé.n 16n dién tich can phong 1a dé chira ban lam viéc, cac l?(f) dung cu va cac loai' vii khi. Phia cudi can phong 1a mit thu vién
khong 10 vdi nhimg cudn gidy c0, sach boc da va séch bia mem C6 mbt ban v& cta kicn triic su voi mot 16 1oc cac loai thude ke va thude do goe, va mot
vai toa nha m6 hinh khong gian ba chiéu. Nhitng ban d6 chién tranh ¢ khong 16 droc dan Ién trin nha. Nhimg bo 4o giap treo bén dudi cira s6 voi nhimg
méanh dong lp lanh dudi néng

Annabeth dang dimg & phia cudi cin phong, luc tim khiip cc cudn gidy cd

“Cdc cdc?” 161 noi.

C5 4y giat minh quay lai. “O... chao. Té khong biét cau dén.”

“Cau bn cht?”

C5 4y nhiu may nhin vao cudn gy trén tay. “Chi dang c6 thirc hién mot nghién ctru. M€ Cung ctia Daedalus that khdng 16. Ching c6 cau chuyén ndo ¢6
mdt chi tiét chic chan ca. Nhiing ban d6 khong chi ra diém bat dau va diém can dén.”

T6i nghi v& dicu Quintus n6i, mé cung s& Am ngudi ta r6i tri nhur thé nio. Toi ban khoan ligu Annabeth da biét diéu do chura.

“Ching ta s& timra th6i,” t6i cam doan.

Téc Annabeth x5a xudng nhur mit tim rém ving bao quanh khudn niit ¢6 dy. Poi mét mau xAm ctia Annabeth gioy trong gan nhur mau den.
“Tur khi Ién bay, t6 da mudn din dAu mdt cude tim kiém” cd éy noi.

“Cau sép lam dugc mot viée vi dai.”

Annabeth nhin t6i biét on, nhung sau d6 nhin chiim chiim xudng it ca cac cudn sach va cudn gidy vira Ky ra tir gia. “To lo Fimy, Percy. L& ra t6 khong nén
yéu cau cac cau lam viéc nay. Ca Tyson va Grover nita.”

“Nay, bon t¢ 14 ban cau ma. Bon t& s& khong bo 16 co hdi nay.”
“Nhung...” Annabeth khyrng lai.

“Cé chuyén gi vay?” t6i hoi “Loi Sam Truyén u?”



“T¢ chic moi viée s& 6n thoi,” ¢d Ay n6i nho lai.

“Dong cudi ciing ciia Loi Sam Truyén 1 gi?”

Sau d6 Annabeth m mdt viéc khién t6i thuc sy ngac nhién. C6 Ay chop chdp ngin dong nurée mét va dang hai tay ra.
To6i bude dén va 6m Annabeth. Sy lo king khién da day t6i thét lai.

“Nay, moi chuyén... s& 6n thoi.” T6i vO vao lung cd 4y.

Toi nhén 1S duge moi vit trong can phong, Toi cam thiy nhur t0i ¢6 thé doc duoc hang chit nho nhét in trén bét clr quyen sach ndo trén céc gia sach. M
toc ctia Annabeth giong nhur xa bong huong chanh. C6 ay dang run ra

“C6 thé bac Chiron ding,” ¢6 Ay thi thAm. “T¢ dang pham luat. Nhung t6 khong biét phai lim gi khéc. T6 can ca ba cdu. TG cam thdy nhu thé méi én.”
“Vay thi dimg lo Eing vé diéu do nira,” t6i noi. “Ching ta da timg c6 nhidu kho khin, va ching ta da giai quyét duoc hét.”

“Lan nay khéc. T6 khong mubn c6 chuyén gi xay ra voi.. bt ki ai trong cac cau.”

C6 ai d6 héng giong sau g toi.

D6 1a Malcom, mdt trong s nhitng ngudi anh em cing me cia Annabeth. Mt cdu ta do kn. “Um, xin 11, cau ta n6i. “Budi luyén tap bin cung da bét
d4u, Annabeth. Bac Chiron bao em dén goichi.”

T6i budng Annabeth ra. “Bon t& chi dang nhin cac ban dd,” t6i giai thich mdt cach ngu ngdc.

Malcom nhin ti chdm chdm. “Pugc rdi.”

“N6i véi bac Chiron Ia chi s& cd mét ngay,” Annabeth ndi, va Malcom voi va bo di.

Annabeth dui mét. “Cau di trude di, Percy. Té phai chuén bi cho budi luyén tap bén cung,”

T6i gat dau va cam thiy bdi rdi hon bao gior hét. Téi mudn chay nhanh ra khoi d6... nhung r6i t6i da khong lam thé.

“Annabeth?” t6i noi. “V& Loi Sdm Truyén ctia cau. Cau ndi vé hoi thé cubi cing ctia ngudi anh hing...”

“Céu ban khon i nguoi anh himg nio chir gi? Té khong biét.”

“Khong, c4i khac co. To nghil cau cubi ciing thrdng van vi cau ding trude nd. N6 néi vé mdt didu gi do — ¢ phai no két thic bang tir cai chét khong?”
Annabeth nhin chdm chdm vao nhifng cudn gidy ¢d. “Cau nén di di, Percy. Hay chuan bj sin sang cho cudc tim kiém. T6... t6 & gip cau vio sang mai.”

Toi quay di, b6 lai Annabeth dang nhin tréin trén vao nhig chiéc ban d6 khong rd diém dau v diém cudi. Nhung toi khong thé rii bo cim gidc réing mot
trong so chiing t6i s& khong song sot trd vé tir chuyén di ndy.

Ban dang doc truyén Percy Jackson Tép 4: Cudc Chién Chon Mé Cung duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuong 5
Chi it thi t6i cling c6 dwge mdt gidc ngli ngon trude cude tim kiém phai khong no
Nhim to.

Trong giéic mo ctia 01 dém hom do, t6i thiy minh ¢ trong phong khénh tiét cuia con tau Cong Chia Andromeda. Céc cira s6 mo trong ra it bién ddy anh
trang, Gi6 lanh thoi nhitng tam rém nhung st soat.

Luke quy trén mot tim tham Ba Tu dit trude quan tai béng vang cta Kronos. Du6i anh trang, mii toc vang cua hén trong tréng mudt. Han mic mot chiée
ao chiton cua nguoi Hy Lap co va mot chiéc himation trang, mot kiéu 4o choang ra xuong vai. Y phuc trang khién Luke nhu khong nhudm mau thoi gian va
khong thure, giong nhur mot tiéu than trén dinh Olympus. Lan cudi ciing t6i trong thay hén, hén that dm yéu va bét tinh sau mdt cti ngd dau dén tir N Tam.
Gid hin trong rat 6n. Gan nhur qué khoe manh.

“Céc gian diép cta ta bao tin da thanh cong, thua ngi,” hén ndi. “Trai Con Lai dang cir ngudi di tim kiém, nhu ngai du doan. Phén cta ching ta trong giao
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keo thé 1 dd xong.”

Tuyét. Giong Kronos da con khong xuyén qua tam tri t6i nhur mot ludi dao gam N6 lanh ling va 4n chira syr tan bao. Mot khi ching ta ¢6 cach thirc dé di
xuyén qua nd, ta s& dich than dan dau doan quéan tién phong.

Luke nhém it lai nhu dé tap trung céc y kién. “Thura ngai, nhur vAy hoi som chiing. C6 18 nén dé Krios hodc Hyperion dan dau...”

Khong Giong ndi rét nhd nhung curong quyét. Ta s& chi huy. Mot linh hon nita s& gop phan vao sw nghiép clia ching ta, va thé 1 di. Cudi cling, ta s& hoi
sinh hoan toan tir Tartarus.

“Nhung hinh dang, thura ngai...” giong ctia Luke bt dau run run.
Hay cho ta xem thanh kiém ctia nguroi, Luke Castellan.
T6i choang vang va nhan ra ring toi chua bao gid nghe ho ctia Luke trude day. Diéu d6 chwa bao gio xay dén voi toi

Luke rit thanh kiém ra. Hai ludi ctia thanh Backbiter loe sang day nguy | hiém— nira thép, mira dong celestial. TOi suyt mét mang mot vai lan vi thanh kiém
ndy. N6 thue sy B mdt loai vii khi ma quy, c6 kha niing giét ca nguoi trn va quéi vat. DAy 1 ludi kiém duy nhdt ma t6i cuce ky so.

Nguoi da thé chap chinh ban thin ngwoi cho ta, Kronos nhic nhé Luke. Nguoi di Ay thanh kiém nay nhur bang chimg cho 1i thé ctia nguroi.
“Vang, thua ngai. Chi la

Ngwoi mudn strc manh. Ta da cho nguoi diéu do. Bay gio ngwoi da duoc an toan. Chéng bao 1u nita nguoi s& cai tri thé giéi ctia loai nguoi va cac vi thin,
Nguoi khéng muon bao thii cho minh sao? Khong mudn tréng thay dinh Olympus bi pha hity sao?

Ca co thé Luke run rdy. “Vang,”

Chiéc quan tai phat séng, anh séng mau vang tran ngap khéip ciin phong, Vay thi hity chudn bj luc lrong sén sang. Ngay khi thoa thuan duwoc hoan tt,
ching ta s& xuat phat. Pau tién, Trai Con Lai s€ bién thanh dong tro tan. M6t khi nhitng gi anh hing khé chiu d6 bi tiéu diét, ching ta s€ tién quan dén dinh
Olympus.

C6 tiéng g cira. Anh sang tir chiéc quan tai md dan. Luke dtmg day. Han tra kiém vao vo, chinh lai quin 4o va hit mot hoi that sau. “Vao dil”

Cura md. Hai nit quai vat minh I*Zm dracaenae truron vao — nhitng ngudi phu nit véi nhitg cai dudi rén kép thay thé cho nhitng doi chan. i giita 1a Kell,
con empousa hoat nao vién & budi hoc dinh hurdng ctia toi.

“Chao, Luke.”” Kelli mim cudi. C6 ta méic mdt chiée véy do trong thit 4n twong, nhung t0i da timg trong théy hinh dang thét ctia ¢ ta. Toi bict didu co ta
dang che giau: chan Iéch, nit do, nhiing chiéc rang nanh va téc chay do ruc.

“C6 chuyén g, yéu ma?” Giong Luke lanh ing. “Pa bao khong duoc quiy rdy ta roi ma.”

Kelli biu mbi. “Nhur thé khong hay mot chiit ndo. Trong ngai cang thing qua. Mat xa vai nhe nhang mot chit thi thé nao nhi?”
Luke Iii lai. “Néu nguoi c6 gi dé bao co thi ndi. Néu khong thi ra ngoail”

“To6i khong biét tai sao dao nay ngai hay céu kinh thé. Trudc day gan ngai rat vui vé ma.”

“P6 I trude khi ta trong thdy nhitng gi ngwroi d lim véi thing nhoc & Seattle.”

“0, thing d6 ching c6 nghia gi v6i t6i,” Kelli noi. “Chi i bita an nhe, thit d4y. Ngai biét ring trai tim t6i thudc vé ngai ma, Luke.”
“Cam on, nhung ta khong can diéu d6. Gio, bo céo hodc dira.”

Kelli nhiin vai. “T6t thoi. Poan quén tién phong da sn sang, nhur ngai yéu cau. Ching ta 6 thé xuat phat...” Bng nhién c6 ta
“Céi gi thé? Luke hoi.

“Ai d6 dang ¢ ddy,” Kelli noi. “Céc giac quan ctia ngai dang kém nhay di ddy, Luke. Ching ta dang bi theo d5i.”

A ta dao mit khdp phong va nhin diing vao t6i. Mt 4 nhén lai nhur phii thily. A ta nhe nanh ra va nhdo toi.

Toi giat minh tinh ddy, tim d4p thinh thich. T6i ¢6 thé thé ring ring nanh ctia con empousa chi cdch c6 hong t6i mdt phan.

Tyson dang ngiy & gitrong bén. m thanh nay khién t6i tran tinh mot chit.

Toi khong biét tai sao Kelli co thé danh hoi thiy t6i trong gidc mo, nhung ti da nghe dwoc nhiéu hon nhirng gi t6i mudn biét. Mot doi quan da sin sang.

Kronos s dich than dn du. Tét cé nhimg gi ching can | mdt phuong thirc d€ di xuyén qua Mé Cung dé chiém va phé hity Trai Con Lai, va 10 rang Luke
nghi rang di€u nay s€ sdm xay ra.



Toi mubn di dénh thirc Annabeth va ni cho ¢6 4y biét, dit hién gitr dang c6 | nira dém hay khong. Sau d6 t6i nhén ra céin phong sang hon binh thudong,
Mot ludng sang ruc mau xanh 14 cay lan xanh da troi tda ra tir beé phun mrdée bién, sang hon va de gay chi y hon démhém trude. Gan nhur 1a nude dang
ngdmnga mdt bai hat.

T6i ra khoi giuong va tién dén gan.

Lan nay khong c6 giong ndi ndo tir niit nurde cat Ién doi tién nita. Toi c6 cam gidc bé nude dang doi t6i c6 dong thai trurde.

C6 I8 Tic do t6i nén quay vé giurdng ngi. Nhung thay vao do, t6i lai nghi v& hinh anh t6i da trong thy dém qua — hinh anh ki la ctia Nico & bén bor song
Styx.

“May dang cb n6i véi tao didu gi,” toi noi.

Bé phun murde khong tra 1o

“Pugc 161, t6i néi. “Hay cho ta thiy Nico di Angelo.”

Toi tham chi con khong ném mjt ddng xu ndo xudng nhung lan ndy didu d6 khong vin dé gi. Duong nhu c6 mdt strc manh ndo do c6 kha ning diéu khién
dong nurée ngoai nir than truyén tin Iris. Dong nuée bat dau sang ]ap lanh. Nico xuat hién, nhung cau bé da khong con ¢ dudi Dia Nguc nira. Cau ta dang
dimg trong mot nghia dia dudi mdt bau troi ddy sao. Nhitng cay liéu khong 10 hién ra mo md bao quanh cau bé.

co dang nhin xem mdt sb ngudi dao huyét. Toi nghe tiéng xéng va thiy dét duoc hét ra khoi mdt cai hd. Nico miic mot chiée 4o choang den. Bémco
swong. Troi dm, am va ¢6 tiéng éch kéu. Mot ci tii Wal-Mart 16n dwoc dit ngay ké bén chan Nico.

“Pu sau chura?” Nico ndi, giong cd vé khd chin.

“Gén xong rdi, thua ngdi.” Van i con ma ma t6i trong thiy di cing Nico dém hom trude, véi hinh anh sang mo mor ctia mot ngudi dan ng. “Nhung thua
ngai, t6i xin noi, diéu niy khong can thiet. Nigi da c6 t6i dé ¢ dugc 11 khuyén.”

“Nhung ta mudn nghe mot y kién khéc!” Nico bung tay, va viéc dao béi dimg lai. Hai céi bong tréo ra khéi hd. Ching khong phai  ngwoi, ma | nhing b
Xuong mic quan 4o rach ta toi.

“Céc nguoi bi sa thai,” Nico noi. “Camon.”
Hai b xwong d sap xudng thanh nhimg déng xuong,
“Ngii ¢6 I& ciing nén cam on ca nhitng cai xéng nita,” con ma phan nan. “Chiing cling c6 cam gidc day.”

Nico phot & i ndi ciia con ma. Cau ta tho tay vao cai tii Wal-Mart va 16i ra mdt ¢ murdi hai lon Coca. Cau ta mo ndp mot lon. Nhung thay vi ubng no,
cdu ta lai rot vao trong ngdi mj.

“Hay dé nguoi chét thirong thirc lai,” cau bé im nham “Hay dé ho thirc dy va nhan I8 vat nay. Hay dé ho nhd.”

Nico tha chd mréc ngot con lai xubng ngdi md va lai By ra mot tiii gidy tring c6 trang tri hinh hoa. T6i da khong trong thy thir ndy trong nhiéu nim, nhung
van nhdn ra n6 — phan an cé t€n Happy Meal ctia McDonald.

Céuta dbc nguoc céi tui va ke i cho khoai tdy ran ctng hamburger vio ngdi mo.

“Vao thoi ctia 161, chiing t6i ding mAu dong vt,” con ma Am bam. “Thé nay da kha du roi. Ho khong thé nhén ra sw khac biét.”
“Ta s& ton trong ho,” Nico ndi.

“ft nhét thi ity cho t6i gitt lai mén dd choi,” con ma dép.

“Im Iang ndo!” Nico ra Iénh. Cau ta dﬁc thém mot 16c muroi hai lon nude ngot va ba goi Happy Meal nira xubng mo, sau do bat dau cdu nguyén bang tiéng
Hy Lap c6. T6i chi nghe duge mot so tir — rat nhiéu di€u vé nguoi chét, ki niém va hoi sinh ttr ngdi md. Nhiing ca tir at hanh phuc!

Ngdi md bét dau ndi tim. Mot thir chét long c6 bot mau néu trdi kén dinh gidng nhur toan b cai 16 d6 durge do ddy so-da. Swong giing day hon. Fch da
ngtrg kéu. Hang chuc hinh ngurdi md 40 mau xanh nhat bat dau xuat hién giita nhitng bia m). Nico da tri¢u hoi ngudi chét bang Coca va hamburger.

“Qua nhi€u,” con ma lo s¢ ndi. “Ngai khdng bit hét vé strc manh ctia ngai.”

“Ta kiém soét duroc,” Nico n6i, mic di giong cau ta rat yéu. Cau ta rit kiém ra — mjt thanh kiém ngin ]ambéng kim loai cimg miu den. Toi chua bao gio
trong thay cai gi trong tur. N6 khong duoc lam bang dong celestial hay thép. Bang sat u? Co the. Bam linh hon hi lai khi tréng thay thanh kiém ctia Nico.

“Tung ngurdi mdt,” Nico ra [énh.

Mot bong ngudi lwét nhanh vé phia trude va quy bén canh chd mrde ngot. Cai bong d6 ubng xi xup va dimg tay boc khoai tiy ran ra ngoai. Khiné dimg



day, t6i c6 thé thdy 16 hon — mot thiéu nién trong bd 4o gidp Hy Lap. Anh ta c6 méi toc xoan, niit mau xanh huc va c6 mdt cai moc gidng hinh vo o trén 4o
choang,

“Nguoi a ai? Noi di.”” Nico ra Iénh.

Cau thiéu nién nhiu my nhu dang ¢b giing nhé ra. Sau d6 ciu ta ndi, giong cAu ta gidng nhu modt & gidy kho bi vo nhau: “Téi 1 Theseus.”

Khong thé nio, t6i nghi. Dy khong thé I Theseus d6. Day chi B mdt dira tré thoi ma. Toi da lon lén clng voi nhimg cau chuyén ké cude chién déu cia
Theseus voi con Minotaur va nhiéu cau chuyén khéc, va luon hinh dung d6 la mot ngudi to khoe, ran chic. Con ma mi t6i nhin thay khong he to khoe hay
cao 16n chit ndo. Anh ta ciling chang hé Ion tui hon t6i!

“Lam thé nio dé chi gai ta hdi sinh?” Nico hoi.

M3t ctia Theseus vO hdn nhu mdt tim kinh. “Dimng ¢ thir. Didu do 1 diénrd.”

“Hay ndi cho ta biét.”

“Cha duong t6i ghég” Theseus nh lai. “Ong 4y gieo minh xudng bién vi nghi t6i da chét trong Mé Cung, T6i mudn mang dng Ay quay trd vé, nhung toi
khong thé lam dieu do.”

Conma ctia Nico rit Ién. “Chii nhan, viée trao doi linh hon! Hay hoi hén vé diéu d6!”

Theseus tré nén gian dit. “G néi do. Ta biét giong n6i d6.”

“Khong, nguoi khong biét dau, d6 ngdc!” con ma néi. “Hay tré 1i cau hoi ctia cau chi va khong duoc néi gi thém gi nita!”
“Ta biét ngwoi,” Theseus khing khiing, va dang ¢6 nho lai.

“Ta mudn nghe vé chi gai ta,” Nico néi. “Viée di viao Mé Cung lan nay c6 thé mang chi ta tr6 lai khong?”

Theseus tim con ma, nhung hinh nhur ching thiy duoc nd. Céuta chim cham huréng it lai phia Nico. “Mé Cung 12 mdt noi rat nguy Mém Chi c6 mot diéu
duy nhat gitip t6i vurgt qua duge nd: tinh yéu voi mot ¢d gai tran gian. Soi day chi 1 mdt phan ctia cau tra 10i. Chinh cong chiia da dan dat t61.”

“Ching ta khong can nhimg cai d6,” con ma noi. “Toi s& dan ngai di. Hay hoi han xem viée trao doi linh hon 6 thét khong, Hén s& ndi cho cau chii biét.”
“Mot linh hdn déi iy mot linh hon. Diéu ndy c6 dung khong?”” Nico hoi.

“Toi... tOi phai tra 10i i ding, Nhung hon ma...”

“Chi tra 1o cac cAu hoi, dd x6 14! con ma ndi.

Dot nhién, xung quanh gd hd, nhirg hon ma khéc bat dau trd nén bon chon. Chiing kich dong, thi tham voi nhau day lo Eing,

“Ta mudn gip chi gai ta!” Nico ra lénh. “Bay gio chi dy & dau?”

“Ong ta dang dén,” Theseus ndi vé so sét. “Ong ta da cam nhan dwoc 101 triéu hdi cia ngai. Ong ta dang dén.”

“Ai?”” Nico hoi.

“Ong ta dén dé tim khoi ngudn ctia strc manh ndy,” Theseus n6i. “Ngai phai th ching toi dil””

Nude trong bé phun bét dau rung manh, ri rim voi stte manh. Toi nhén ra toan bo can nha dang lc L. Tiéng 6n 16n dan. Hinh anh Nico trong nghia dia bat
dau phat sang cho dén khi t61 khong thé nao nhin duoc vi chdi mat.

“Durng lai,” t6i hét to. “Dumng lai!”

Bé phqnbfit dAu it ran. Tyson lé.mnhémtropg gidc ngi va tré minh. Anh sang miu do tia tao ra nhimg hinh bong ma quéi va kinh tom trén cac birc tuong,
nhu thé cac bong ma dang c6 thoat ra khoi bé phun.

Tron tuyét vong, t0i rtit thanh Thity Triéu ra va chém manh xudng bé phun nude, ché n ra lam doi. Nude bién tran khép noi, va ting d4 16n v& tan thanh
tirng manh. Tyson khit miii va JAm bam, nhung cu 4y van tiép tuc ngil.

Toi quy x116{1g dat, run rdy tru6e nhitg gi vira trong thiy. Sang hom sau, Tyson nhin thiy t6i vin dang con ngdi & d6, nhin chiim chim vao nhitng ménh con
s6t lai ctia bé phun nurde bien.

Nigay sau khi binh minh vira Ién, doi tim kiém ggp nhau trén dinh Nam Tay Ctia thin Zeus. Toi cho vao ba 10: binh dung ruou tién, mt téi nho béanh thénh,
i ngd, day thing, quan a0, dén pin va rat nhi€u pin du trit. Toi d€ thanh Thiy Tri€u trong i quan. Trén co tay la chiéc khién ma thudt-dong ho Tyson lam
cho t6i.



D6 1a mdt budi sang trong tréo. Suong da tan va bau trdi trong xanh. Cac trai vién hién giov c}_}éc dang tham gia céc bai hoc ctia ngdy hom nay, hoc cudi
ngua bay hay luyén ban cung va tréo turong nham thach. Trong khi d6, chiing t6i lai dang chuan bi di xuong long dat.

Juniper va Grover dimg tach ra khoi doi. Juniper dang khoc, nhung ¢6 4y c6 kim nén vi Grover. Juniper tiép tuc chinh trang, kéo thing cl?iéc mil len va phui
sach 16ng dé khoi a0 so'mi cho Grover. Vi chiing toi khong biet s€ phai dung d9 véi nhitng ai, nén cdu dy da an van nhu mot con nguoi, iy mil che cap
stng, quan jeans, chan gia va giay thé thao dé€ nguy trang cho hai chiéc chan dé.

Béic Chiron, Quintus va con O’Leary dmg canh céc trai vién khac dén dé chiic ching toi binh an, nhung c6 qué nhicu hoat dong cho vie nay khién toi
chang thé ndo cam nhan duoc déy 1 mot budi ticn dua vui ve. Hai cdi leu da duoc dyng lén trén cac tang da lam chirc nang canh gac. Beckendorfva
nhitng ngroi anh em ctia minh dang tao ra mot chudi cac day chong nhon va ham phong thi. Bac Chiron da quyet dinh ching t6i phai luén ¢6 nguoi canh
gac 16i ra Mé Cung d¢ dé phong,

Annabeth dang kiém tra ba 16 ciia minh lan cubi. Khi thiy Tyson va toi di toi, ¢6 Ay nhiu may: “Percy, trong cau that kinh khing ”

“Anh 4y da giét chét c4i bé phun nurée vao tdi qua ddy,” Tyson bat mi.

“Céi gi?”” Annabeth hoi.

Trude khi t6i kip giai thich, bac Chiron da chay dén. “O, ¢6 vé nhur cac chéu da sin sang!”

Du bac Chiron cb ging t0 ra lac quan vui vé nhung i biét bac 4y dang lo ling. Di khong muén im bac 4y lo thém nita nhung t6i nghil vé dém qua, va
trude khi doi y, t6i ndi, “Um, bac Chiron, chdu mudn nhd bac Iam gitm mdt viéc khi chau khong & day, duge khong a?”

“T4t nhién rdi, chéu yéu.”

“Té s& quay lai ngay.” Toi hit dau vé phia khu rimg, Bac Chiron nhurén may, nhung béc 4y ciing nhanh chong di theo toi.

“Pém qua,” t6i n6i, “chau da mo vé Luke va Kronos.” T6i ké cho bac 4y nghe chi tiét. Thong tin niy dudng nhu d& niing 1én vai bac Chiron.

“Ta di lo so didu ndy,” Chiron noi. “Chéng lai cha ta, Kronos, ching ta s& chéng cd léy mot co hoL”

Béc Chiron hiém khi goi Kronos Ia cha. Y 6i 13, ching t6i déu bjét d6 1 s that. Moi nguoi trong thé giéi Hy Lap - than, quai vét, hogic cac Titan— déuco
moi lién hé nao do. Nhung i biét d6 chinh xac khong phai la diéu bac Chiron ty hao va khoe khoang khoac Ic. 0O, cha ta 14 than Titan xau xa c6 strc
manh nhat, muon pha hily Nén van minh phuong Tay. Ta mudn duoc giong dng khi ta 16n kén!

“Bac ¢6 biét mdi giao kéo ma 6ng ta nhiic dén c6 nghiia i gi khong?” Toi hoi.

“Bac khong chic, nhung bac so rang ho tim kiém dé thoa thuén véi Daedalus. Néu nha phat minh gia nua Ay van chura chét, néu 6ng dy van chura bi dién
sau hang thién nién ki & trong Mé Cung... thi Kronos c6 thé tim cach bat bat ki ai lam theo y minh.”

“Khong phai bét ki ai dau,” tdi cam doan.

Bac Chiron ¢ né mdt mu cuoi. “Khong, c6 18 khong phai bét ki ai. Nhung, Percy, chau phai can than. Ta lo ring Kronos c6 thé dang tim Daedalus vi mot
Iy do khac, khong chi 1a vi duong di qua mé cung dau.”

“Ong ta mubn gj nira?”

“Cai ma Annabeth va bac dang ban bac. Chau c6 nhé nhitng gi chau noi voi bac vé an dAu tién dén con tau Cong Chila Andromeda, 1in dAu tién trong
thay chiéc quan tai bang vang khong?”’

Toi gt dau. “Luke ndi vé viéc im cho Kronos hoi sinh, mdi ménh nho ciia co thé 6ng ta xuét hién trong quan tai mbi khi cd mdt ngudi moi gia nhap vio
d0i quén ctia 6ng ta.”

“Va Luke d n6i ching s& lim gj khi Kronos hdi sinh hoan toan?”
T6i lanh toat song hrng, “Héin néi ching s& tao cho Kronos mdt co thé moi, ximg dang vai 1o rén ctia thin Hephaestus.”

“That vay,” bac Chiron n6i. “Daedalus 1 nha phat minh vi dai nhét trén thé giéi. Ong ta da sang tao ra Mé Cung, nhung con rat nhidu thir khac. Nguoi méy,
nhitng cO may bi€t suy nghi... Néu Kronos muon Daedalus tao cho 6ng ta mdt hinh dang mdi thi s& thé nao day?”

D6 13 mit y nghi khong dé chiu chit ndo.

“Ching ta phai tim ra Daedalus trurdc,” t6i ni, “va thuyét phuc ong dy khong lam viée do.”

Bic Chiron nhin cham chdm vao rimg. “C6 mot dibu nita ta khong hiéu... chuyén vé linh hon cubi ciing gia nhap d6i quin Kronos dy. Piéu d6 ching bao
truede diéu gi tot lanh ca.”

Toi im Bing voi cam gidc t0i 161, Toi d& quyét dinh khong n6i cho bac Chiron sy thét réng Nico  con ciia thin Hades. Tuy nhién viée ching dé cap dén
nhiing linh hon... Néu Kronos biet vé Nico thi sao nhi? Néu han ta bién céu ay thanh ké xau thi sao? Nhiing y nghi nay suyt nita lam t6i ndi cho bac Chiron



biét v& Nico, nhung t6i d3 khong lam thé. Trude hét, t01 khong chéic bac Chiron ¢6 thé lam duoc gl voi sy that ndy. Sau nita, t6i phai tw minh tim ra Nico.
Toi phai giai thich cho cau ta, phai lam cho ciu ta ling nghe.

“Chau khong biét,” cudi cing t6i ni. “Nhung, trm, ¢6 mot s diéuma Juniper vira ni cho chau, c6 thé bac nén biét.” Toi ndi vé& chuyén nit thin cay da
trong thay Quintus di loanh quanh nhitng ting d4 nhur the nao.

Bac Chiron nghién chit ring, “Piéu d6 khong Am ta ngac nhién.”

“Piéu d6 khong chic... y bac 1a bac biét 13 sao?”

“Percy, khi Quintus xuat hién va d& nghi dugc Bm viée cho trai... hirm, bac khong ngbe dén mirc khong may may nghi ngd.”
“Vay tai sao bac nhin dng ta vao trai?”

“BGi doi khi c6 ai 6 ta khong tin tuong & bén canh lai t5t hon, dé ta c6 thé dé méit dén. Hin ta c6 thé ding nhu nhitng gi héin noi: mot 4 thin dang tim kiém
cho minh mdt ng6i nha. Chdc chan [a han chua lam viée gi cong khai khien bac nghi ngd long trung thanh cta hin. Nhung tin bac di, bac s& dé myt...”

Annabeth chdm chap budc dén, c6 B do td mod tai sao chiing t6i n6i chuyén lau dén vay.
“Percy, cau san san

Toi gat dau. Toi cho tay vao tii noi cat chiéc coi biang ma Quintus di ting cho toi. Toi nhin xudng va thiy Quintus dang chiim chii quan sét t6i. Ong ta gio
tay Ién chao tambit.

Gian digp clia ching ta béo tin d4 thanh cong, Luke da n6i vay. Cing ngiy ching toi quyét dinh tién hanh cudc tim kiém, Luke da biét vé diéu nay.
“Bao trong,” bac Chiron néi. “Va di san thanh cong.”

“Bac ciing vay,” t6i noi

Ching t6i di dén chd nhing tang d4 noi Tyson va Grover dang chd. Toi nhin chdm chim vao vét nirt — 16i vao da dinh nubt chimg ching toi.
“Nao,” Grover ndi déy so hai, “tambi¢t anh sdng mat troL.”

“Chao nhitng ting d4,” Tyson dong y.

Va ciing nhau, ¢4 bén chiing t6i di xudng noi day bong toi.

Ban dang doc truyén Percy Jackson Tdp 4: Cuge Chién Chon Mé Cung duge tii mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 6

Ching t6i di dugc hon ba muroi mét thi bi lac hoan toan.

Pudng hAm khong glong caima Annabeth va t6i da ngd xubng trude d6. Bay gid nd tron nhu mdt cai cong dugc xdy bang gach do, cir cach hon ba mét lai
¢6 mdt 6 cira sb ¢6 chdn song bang sat. T mo, t6i soi dén pin vao mot trong nhiing cdi 6 ctra, nhung khong thiy gi ca. N6 théng véi mot man den vo tan.
Toi nghi t6i da nghe duroc nhidu giong néi & phia bén kia, nhung d6 c6 thé chi ki gio lanh.

Annabeth ¢b ging hét sirc dé dan duong cho ching t6i. C6 Ay ndy ra y kién ring ching t6i nén bam theo bo turdng bén trii.

“Néu ching ta dat mdt tay lén turong bén trai va men theo n6,” c6 dy ndi, “ching ta c6 thé tim 1i ra bang cach di nguoc lai.”

That khong may, ngay khi co 'é}y vira noi diéu nay, birc twong bén trai bién mit. Ching t6i thy minh dtmg trong mdt ciin phong hinh tron véi tam dudng
ham dan ra ngoai, va chang bict bang cach nao ma ching t6i da vao duoc day.

“Um, chiing ta d4 vao ddy bang dudng ndo vay?” Grover ndi mdt cach lo king,
“Quay lai thoi,” Annabeth noi.
MGi chimg t6i quay lai theo mdt 16i khéc nhau. Thét buon cuoi. Ching trong s ching t6i ¢6 thé qua quyét 16i nao dan vé trai.

“Tuong bén trai thit xau xa,” Tyson noi. “Ldi ndo bay gio?”
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Annabeth hrét dnh dén pin qua cong vom ciia tam dudng hAm. Vi chimg mure i ¢6 thé noi, ching gidng y hét nhau. “Léi d6,” Annabeth noi.
“Sao cdu biét?” Toi hoi.

“Lap luan suy dién.”

“Vay... céu chi dang doan?”

“Cir di tiép xem ndo,” Annabeth noi.

Puong hdm Amnabeth chon nhanh chong thu hep lai.

Céc bure trdng chuyén sang xi-méng miu xam, va trén thip dén mirc ching t6i phéi gap nguoi lai, con Tyson bude

phai bo.

Chimg thé' gp ctia Grover 1 am thanh I6n nhit trong mé cung, “Té khéng chiu dugc nira,” cau 4y thi thim “Ching ta dén noi chua?”
“Ching ta m6i xubng déy duoc khoang ndm phut,” Annabeth néi véi Grover.

“Nhiéu hon nam phiit 16i,” Grover khéng dinh. “Va tai sao thin Pan lai xuéng day nhi? Noi ndy tréi ngugc hoan toan vai tir nhién.”

Chiing 61 tiép tuc 1€ chan tién yé phia trude. Ngay khi toi chiic mAm ring duong him s& tré nén hep dén ndi c6 thé ép ching toi thanh mrdc, no lai théng ra
mdt can phong rat 16n. Toi chiu dén pin [én turong va thot 1én “Oal”

Toan bd cin phong duge lat da kham. Cac birc tranh bam day bui va da phai méu, nhung t6i van c6 thé nhin ra mau ciia ching — do, xanh 14 cdy, xanh da
troi va c6 ca vang that. Trén tru ngach 6 hinh cac vi i than trén dinh Olympus trong mot bita tiéc. Cha tOi, than Poseidon dang ding cy dinh ba dwa nho
cho than Dionysus dé ong iy blen ching thanh rou vang, Thin Zeus dang vui vé ubng rrou voi céc thin rimg, va thdn Hermes dang bay luon voi vi doi
sandal ¢4 canh. Céc brc tranh rét dep, nhung khong durgc chinh xéc Fim. Toi da trong thay céc vi than. Than Dionysus khong dep trai dén thé, va miii ctia
than Hermes ciing khong to nhur vay.

O gitta can phong | mot dai phun nude ba ting, C6 vé nhu n6 da khong chira nurde trong mot thdi gian dai.

“Péy la noi nao?” Toi lim bam. “Tréng nd

“Ching dugc nhitng ngudi La Ma tao nén,” Annabeth ndi. “Nhiing birc khém trai d6 khoang hai ngan nam tudi.”

“Lamsao ching ¢6 thé 1 d6 ctia nguoi La Ma duoc?”” Toi khong gioi lich sir ¢b dai, nhung toi dam chéc i dé qudc La Ma khong thé trai dai dén tan Long
Island duoc.

“Mé Cung | mdt cong trinh chép v4,” Annabeth néi. “Té da néi vi cdu, nd ludn mo rong va thém nhiéu bd phén. N6 i cong trinh kién tric duy nhét ¢6
kha néing tyr 1on lén.”

“Cau ndi nghe nhur n6 dang song véy.”

M6t tiéng rén ri vong lai tir dudng him phia trudc ching toi.

“Xin dimg néi dén viéc n6 con sdng,” Grover nhéin nhé. “Xin céc cau day?”

“Pugc 16i,” Amnabeth néi. “Pi thing ndo.”

“Thang t&i noi c6 am thanh xAu d6 sa0?” Ngay ca Tyson ciing ¢6 vé lo king,

“U,” Amnabeth néi. “Céc cong trinh kién tric cang lic cang ¢b xua hon. D6 1 mot du hiéu tt. Xuoéng ctia Daedalus s& niim & noi ¢b nhét.”

Nghe ¢ ly dAy. Nhung ching bao lau sau, mé cung lai dia gion ching t6i — chiing t6i di droc hon murdi im meét va duong ham tré lai chit liéu xi miing voi
dng dong chay doc hai bén. Trén tuwong | a cac chir graffiti dugc phun son. Mot bién béo neon c6 dong chir: MOZ RULZ.

“Té nghi day khong phai I La Ma,” t6i n6i voi tinh than gitip d5.

Annabeth hit mot hoi thét sau, va di tiép vé phia trudc.

Ctr cach mdt vai met, cac duong ham lai thay ddi va phan nhanh. San nha bén dudi chan ching t6i thay déi tlr i méng dén bim, sang gach rdi quay lai.
Chang thé dy doan duoc gi. Ching t6i roi vao mit ham ruou — mot 16 chai lo day bui trén nhiing chiéc gia g0 — ctr nhur ching t6i dang di qua tang ham nha
ai do vay, chi cd diéu khdng cd 16i ra ¢ phia trén, ma 1a nhitng tang ham dan di tiép.

Sau do, trdn nha chuyén sang van gd, va toi c6 thé nghe théy nhiu giong néi & phia trén va tiéng budc chén, nh ching 61 dang di dudi mbt quan ruou nao
vay. Nghe thay tiéng nguoi tht yén tim, nhung mbt lan nita, ching t6i khong thé dén gan ho. Chiing t6i dang nic ket & dudi nay khong 1i ra. Sau do
ching t6i thdy bo xuong dau tién.



B6 xwong khoac y phyc tring, gidng nhu mot loai ddng phuc ndo d6. Bén canh i mt thing gb 1o chira céc chai thiy tinh.
“M&t nguoi giao sira,” Annabeth noi.

“Gi c0?” Toi hoi.

“Ho tirg di giao stra.”

“U, t6 hiéu ho lam gi, nhung... d6 1 khi me 6 con B mot dira tré, kiéu nhu mbt triéu ndm trude vay. Anh ta hm gi & day?”

“Mot s6 nguoi tinh ¢ lac vao ddy,” Annabeth noi. “Mot s6 di tham do c6 muc dich va khong bao gior quay tro lai. Tir rét Fu r6i, nhirmg ngwdi Crete thim
chi con dua ngudi xuong dudi ndy nhur vat hién te.”

Grover nubt xubng, “Anh ta da ¢ day ]éurlém 11" Cau dy chi vao nhitng chiéc chai phu bui tréing bén canh bd xuong, Cac ngon tay ctia bd xwong dang
cao vao bo tudng, giong nhu anh ta d& 6 tim duong ra cho dén chét.

“Chi a xuong thoi ma,” Tyson néi. “Dimg lo, anh ban dé. Ngudi giao sita ndy da chét roi”

“Té khong ban tim vé ngudi giao sira,” Grover n6i. “Y t6 | mii. Nhing con quai vat. Cau khong ngiri thiy sao?””

Tyson gt dau. “Rit nhiéu quéi vat. Nhung dudi long dét lic ndo ciing c6 mii nhur vAy. Nhitng con quéi vat va xac chét ctia ngudi giao sita.”
“0, hay diy,” Grover rén ri. “T& ctr twong 1 minh nhdm”

“Chiing ta phai di sdu hon vi mé cung,” Annabeth noi. “Phai cé mdt 16i dan dén tim cia n6.”

C5 4y dan ching t6i vé bén phai, sau d6 trai, qua mot hanh lang bang thép khong gi giéng nhur mot kiéu bng thong gio, va ching ti quay trd lai cin
phong La Ma 14t kham c6 dai phun nurde. Va lan nay thi khong chi c6 ching toi.

Diéu dau tién 10i cha y | nhimg khudn mit ctia héin. C4 hai khudn mit, ching nho ra tir hai bén dau, va mit hén nhin qua hai vai, vi vy dau hin to hon binh
thuong, giong nhu dau ctia con ca map dau bia. Nhin thang vao hén, tat ca nhiing gi t6i trong thay 1a hai tai chong Ién nhau va nhig lon téc mai trong nhur
hinh phan chi€u qua gurong.

Hén an méc trong nhu mot ngudi gac cbng & thanh phd New York: mdt 4o khoac ngoai miu den, gidy bong 16n, va mdt cai mii chdp cao khong hiéu sao
¢6 thé nam yén trén cai dau rong gap d6i binh thuong,

“Thé ndo, Annabeth?”” khudn niit bén tri noi. “Nhanh én no!”

“Pumg dé y dén hén,” khudn mit bén phai néi. “Hn rat thd 1. Bén ndy, thwa ¢o.”

Annabeth ha miéng kinh ngac. “U... Téi khong...”

Tyson nhiu may. “Céi gi nuc cudi do c6 hai mit kia.”

“Ga nyre cuoi do cling ¢6 tai déy, nguoi biét khong!” khuon méit bén trai ham hue. “Bén nay, thua ¢6.”
“Khong, khong,” khudn mit bén phai noi. “Bén ndy. N6i chuyén voi toi, lam on.”

G4 hai mit xem Annabeth i ngudi thich hop nhat dé" 161 chuyén xét tir goc nhin cta g M3i khi nhin vao mit hin, nguoi ta chi c6 thé n6i chuyén duoc voi
mot trong hai khudn mit. Va dot nhién t6i nhan ra dieu han yéu cau — han mudn Annabeth lya chon.

Piéing sau hdn 14 hai 16i ra bi chin boi hai canh ctra g5 V6i hai cai khoa bing sit to ding, Lan dau tién khi ching t6i vao cin phong, ching khong c6 & do.
Ga gic ctra v6i hai khuon mit gitr mOt chia khoa bang bac va choi trd tung tir tay nay sang tay kia. Toi ban khoan liéu ddy c6 phai la mbt can phong hoan
toan khac khong, nhung tru gach véi tranh v& cac vi than trong hoan toan giong nhau.

Phia sau ching t6i, 6 cira dan vao da bién mét va duoc thay thé bing nhiéu miéng d4 lat kham hon. Ching t6i khong thé thoat ra bang con dudng da dua
chiing t6i vao day.

“Céc 10i ra da bi dong rdi,” Annabeth noi.

“Piing rdi!” Khudn mét bén trai noi.

“Ching dan di dau?” C 4y hoi

“Mot 16i ¢6 1& dan dén noi c6 mubn dén,” khudn mét bén phéi ndi giong ddy khich 6. “Léi con lai duwong nhién dan dén cai chét.”

“T6i— t6i biét ong 1 ai,”” Annabeth néi.



“0, ¢6 thong minh ddy!”” Khudn mit bén tréi cudi nhao. “Nhung ¢b c6 biét nén chon 16i ndo khong? Ta khong dimg day ca ngiy dau.”

“Sao 6ng clr mudn pha 16i t6i thé?”” Annabeth hoi.

Khudn mit bén phai cuoi. “Cé i ngudi chiu trach nhiém, c6 gai. Tt ca cac quyét dinh déu dat 1én vai co. D6 ching phai 1 nhimg gi c6 mong mudn sao?”
“Toi...”

“Chiing t6i biét ¢, Annabeth,” khudn mt bén trai néi. “Ching t6i biét hang ngiy c6 phai dau tranh véi nhitng gi. Chiing t6i hiéu s do dyr ctia ¢6. Som
mudn gi co s& phai dua ra sy hra chon. Va sy hra chon d6 c6 thé iy di mang song cta ¢6.”

To6i khong biét ho dang néi vé diéu gi, nhung nghe ¢6 vé khong don thuan 14 syr hra chon gitta hai canh cira.
Khu6n mit Annabeth thét séc. “Khong... t6i khong...”

“Hay dé c6 4y duogc yén,” t6i noi. “Nhung ma ong 1 ai vay?”

“To6i 1 nguoi ban tt nhét ctia cau,” khubn mit bén phai noi.

“Ta Ia ké thiy dang s nhét ctia nguoi,” khudn méit bén trai noi.

“Ta |4 Janus(6),”” hai khuon mét dong thanh. “Thin giit cira. Khoi du. Két thic. Lya chon.”

“Ta s& ndi chuyén voi cau som thoi, Perseus Jackson,” khudn mit bén phai noi. “Nhung bay gio 1 lugt Annabeth,” Han cudi dén ndi dimg khong viing,
“Vui that!”

“Cém miéng!” khudn mit bén tréi noi. “Viéc nay nghiém tic dAy. Mot Ira chon sai im ¢6 thé hity hoai ca cude doi nguoi. N6 ¢6 thé giét chét nguoi va tat
ca ban be nguoi. Nhung khong phai cang thang dau, Annabeth. Hay chon di!”

D6t nhién t6i ring minh nhé dén mdt cau trong Loi SAm Truyén: s khang cur cudi cing ctia dira con nit than Athena...
“Pumng lam diéu do,” t6i noi.

“Ta e ¢ ta phai im diéu d6,” khuon mét bén phéi ndi day phin khoi.

Annabeth liém mi. “T6i... t6i chon...”

Trudce khi Annabeth kip chi vao mdt canh ctra thi mdt 4nh sang choi 1oa tran ngdp can phong.

Janus dua tay Ién hai bén ddu dé che mét minh lai. Khi ludng sang vut tt, mit nguoi phy nir da dimg & dai phun nude.

Ng d6 cao Ion va duyén déng véi méi toc miu socdla, duroc tét dudi sam clng nhing soi ruy-béng bang vang. Ba ta mac mdt chiéc vay miu tréing don gian,
nhung khi di chuyén, nhitng sgi vai toa 4nh sang giong nhur mau cuia dau trén mit mrde.

“Janus,” ba ta ni, “Ching ta lai gy ric rdi u?”

“Kh-khong, thira quy ba!” Khuon n¥it bén phai ciia Janus p bép.
“Diing vay!” Khudn mit bén trai noi.

“Immi¢ng!”” Khuon mét bén phai noi.

“Lam on nhic lai?” Nguoi phy nir hoi.

“Khong phdi n6i ba, thua quy ba! Toi chi dang ndi véi chinh minh.”

“Ta hiéu,” ngudi phu nit n6i. “Ngwoi biét rt 10 14 nguoi da dén qua sém ma. Thoi diém cia o gaindy chura dén. Vivay ta cho ngroi mot hra chon: dé
nhitng nguoi hing nay lai voi ta, hodc ta s€ bién nguoi thanh mdt canh ctra va dép vo nguoira day.”

“Loai ctra nao vay?”” Khuon mét bén trai hoi.
“Cammiéng!” Khudn mit bén phai noi.
“Vi cira kiéu Phap rét dep,” khuon mit bén trai tur ky. “C6 duoc nhiéu anh sang t nhién.”

“Camngay!” khu6n mit bén phai thét Ién. “Khong phai n6i ba, thua quy ba! Tat nhién t6i s& di. Toi chi dia mdt chit thoi ma. Lam cong vidc t6i van Bm
DPua ra nhitng lyra chon.”

“Gay ra su hoang mang,” ngudi phu nit chita lai. “Nao, bay gio thi di dil”



Khudn niit bén trai im bam, “D6 pha dam,” sau d6 héin nhic chiéc chia khoa bac Ién, tra vao khong khi, va bién mit.

Nguoi phy nit quay lai phia ching t6i, va toi s¢' diéng nguoi. Mt ba ta sang 1én day quyén luc. Hay dé nhitng nguoi hing ndy lai cho ta. Cau ndy nghe
khong duoc hay cho lam. Trong mdt gidy, t6i lai uwéc gi ching t6i da tan dung co hdi voi Janus. Nhung sau d6 nguoi phy nit mim cuoi.

“Chéc han cac c6 cau doiroi,” ba ta noi. “Ngdi xudng va ndi chuyén voi ta ndo.”

Bata V§1’y tay, va dai phun nurée kiéu La M3 c6 bt dAu chay. Nhimng tia mrde trong mét phun vio khong trung. Mot chiéc ban bang d4 cAm thach xuit
hién, chat day cac dia lén banh sandwich va nhitng binh mudc chanh.

“Ba... ba la ai?” Toi hoi
“Ta 1 Hera.” Nguoi phy nit mim cudi. “Nit hoang ciia bau troi.”

Toi timng trong thiy nir thin Hera ¢ hoi nghi cac than, nhung t6i khong chii y cho im. Liic d6 t6i dang durgc vy quanh bai mdt nhém cac thén khéc, nhitng
ngudi dang tranh cii liéu c6 nén lay mang t6i hay khong,

Toi khong nghi ba 4y trong binh throng dén thé. Tét nhién, céc vi than thrdng cao khoang hon sau mét khi ho & trén dinh Olympus, va diéu d6 khién ho
trong chang binh thuong chiit nao. Nhung gio day, nit than Hera trong nhu mdt ba me binh thuong,

Nir thin Hera moi banh sandwich va rét mrde chanh cho ching toi.

“Grover yéu quy,” ba ta néi. “Hay ding khan an. Pimg anno.”

“Vang, thua ba,” Grover noi.

“Tyson, cdu gy di ddy. C6 mubn thém mot chiéc banh sandwich bo d4u phong nira khong?”

Tyson nén mdt tiéng g. “C6, quy ba xinh dep.”

“Nir hoang Hera,” Annabeth n6i. “Con khong thé tin ni. Nguoi dang lim gi trong Mé Cung vay?”

Nit than Hera mim cudi. Ba ta bing nhe mit ngén tay va toc ctia Annabeth diroc chai murot. Moi bui bam va vét ban bién mét khoi khu6n mit c6 y.
“Puong nhién [ ta dén tham cac con,” nit than noi.

Grover va t6i nhin nhau lo Fing. Thong thuong khi cac vi than dén tim ban, d6 khong phai do long tét i ca. Chi 1 vi ho mudn mot diéu gi d6.

Tuy véy, su lo ling cting khong can t6i nudt tron miy cai sandwich g tdy va pho-mit Thuy Si cung khoai tdy chién va nuw6e chanh. Toi khong blet 13 minh

lai 61 dén thé. . Tyson dang an sandwich bo' dau phong, hét cai nay dén ci khac, va Grover thi thich mrdc chanh, cau 4y dang nhai mot chiée cdc nhira nhur
mdt cay kem dc qué véy.

“Con khong nghi...” Annabeth 4p {ing n6i. “A, con khong nghi ring Ngudi lai thich nhing anh hing”

Nit than Hera cuoi mdt cach bao dung, “Vi c4i vu cii nhau vat vanh giita ta va Hercules sao? Thuc tinh, ta bi nghi xAu rét nhiéu chi vi mdt sw bt ho
“Khong phai Nguoi di ¢b giét Hercules rat nhiu lan sa0?”” Annabeth hoi.

Nir thin Hera xua tay phi nhan. “Chuyén d qua Jau im rdi ma, con gai. Ngoai ra, Hercules con la mt trong nhitng dira con cta chong yeu quy cua ta voi
nguoi phy nit khac. Stre chiu dung cta ta khong duoc nhur trude nira, ta phai cong nhan di€u do. Nhung tir d6 ta va Zeus da c6 nhirng budi ban bac trao
d6i vé hon nhén rat thanh cong, Chung ta d trit hét bau tAm sy va hi€u nhau hon — déc biét la sau vy viéc x6 xat nho nho cudi cung do.”

“y ba 14 khi thdn Zeus sinh ra Thalia phai khong a?” Toi doan, va ngay lp tirc ude ring t0i d4 khong lam thé. Ngay khi t6i ni tén ban minh, dira con lai
ctia than Zeus, nit than Hera quay sang nhin t6i day lanh nhat.

“Percy Jackson, phai khong nhi? Mot trong... nhitng dira con ctia Poseidon.” Toi c6 cam giac ba ta dang nghi dén mot tir khac khi nhiic dén “nhimg dira
con”. “Ta nh6 ring minh da ‘bd phiéw’ cho cau duge sdng vao hdi Dong Chi. Ta hy vong ta da Iyra chon ding.”

Nir thin Hera quay lai no mot ny cudi that 4m ap voi Annabeth. “Du sao dinira, ta duwong nhién khong ¢ y d0 gi xdu, con gai a. Ta danh gia cao su kho
khan ctia cude timkiém nay. Pac biét khi phai d6i pho voi nhitng ké gay r6i nhur Janus™.

Mit Annabeth tring xudng. “Tai sao hén lai & d6? Han Am con phat dién.”

“Han da ¢6 im vy,” Hera dong y. “Con phai hicu réing, nhirng tiéu thin nhur Janus lubn tirc ti vi vai tro nhé cta ho trong vil tru nay. Mot vai, ta so 1, ¢6
rat it tinh yéu véi dinh Olympus, va rat dé bi thuyét phuc chay sang phe ctia cha ta.”

“Cha ctia ba u?” T6i néi. “O, phai rdi nhi.”



T6i quén ring Kronos I cha ctia nit thin Hera, cling voi thin Zeus va than Poseidon, va tat ca cac vi than gia nhét ctia dinh Olympus. N6i vy thi Kronos
ciing 3 6ng ndi ctia ti nhi, nhung y nghil nay qua ky cuc nén t6i gat ngay no ra khoi dau.

“Chiing ta phai dé y cac tiéu thin,” nit thin Hera noi. “Janus. Hecate. Morpheus(7). Ngoai miéng thi ching néi i phuc vu cho dinh Olympus, tuy nhién...”
“P6 I noi than Dionysus dén,” t6i nhd lai. “Thén Dionysus dang kim hiim céc tiéu than.”

“Thyc vay.” Ni thin Hera nhin nhitng miéng d4 It khém vé cac vi than trén dinh Olympus. “Céc ngwoi thiy ddy, khi c6 kho khan, thi dén ca céc vi thén
cﬁ‘ng mat long tin. Ho bat dau dat ni€m tin y&o nhitng diéu sai lam, nhitng di€u vun vat. HQ ngung viéc nhin vao toan canh Va tro nén ich ki. Nhung ta 1a nir
than ctia hon nhan. Ta d3 quen voi viéc nhan nai. Ching ta phai virgt qua viée ¢ai nhau am7, nhitng 1on xon va gitt vitng niém tin. Chiing ta phai luon kién tri
voi mue dich ctia minh.”

“Muc dich ctia Nguoi [a gi?”” Annabeth héi.

Nir thn Hera mim cuoi. “Di nhién 1 giir cho gia dinh ta, céc vi thin trén dinh Olympus, gin bo v6i nhau. Vao thoi diémnay, cach 'gét nhét ta c6 thé im
dicu do la giip cac nguoi. Ta e la Zeus khong cho ta can thiép sdu. Nhung moi mot thé ky hoac chimg do, doi voi mit cude timkiém ma ta thuc sur quan
tamdén, Zeus cho phép ta ban mdt dicu ude.”

“Mot dicu wéc?”

“Trudc khi céc ngwoi dura ra diéu uéc cla minh, hdy dé ta cho cac nguoi mdt vai i khuyén, day  diu ta ¢ theé tur do thure hign. Ta biét cac ngwoi dang
tim Daedalus. Mé Cung cta hin doi vdi ta ciing huyén bi chang khéc gi cac ngwroi. Nhung néu mudn biét s6 phéin clia ong ta, ta s& dén 1o ren tim con trai
Hephaestus cta ta. Daedalus a mt nha phat minh vi dai, mdt nguoi tran kha hop véi Hephaestus. Chura bao gidr c6 mdt nguoi trin nao mi Hephaestus
ngudng md hon the. Néu ¢6 ai d6 van con lién lac véi Daedalus va cé thé ndi cho cac nguoi vé so phin clia 6ng ta, thi d6 chinh Ia Hephaestus.”

“Nhung lam thé ndo ching con dén d6 dwroc?” Annabeth hoi. “Do 1 diéu con mong mudn. Con mudn timra cach di qua Mé Cung”

Hera trong 6 vé thit vong. “Thé ddy. Con ude mot diéu ma con da c6 rdL”

“Con khong hiéu.”

“Phuong tién da ndm ngay trong tay con.” Hera nhin toi. “Percy biét cau tra 11 ddy.”

“Toiu?”

“Nhung nhur thé 1 khong cong bang,” Annabeth noi. “Ngudi khong noi cho ching con biét d6 1a gil”

Nit thin Hera Fic dau. “Viée ¢6 duge mot thir gl d6 va viéc ¢6 di tri khon dé ding n6... d6 1 hai viée hoan toan khéc nhau. Ta chéc ring me Athena ciia
con cling dong y di€u ndy.”

Ca can phong rung dm dm nhur ¢6 sAm tir ding xa. Nit thdn Hera démg ddy. “D6 1 goiy cla ta day. Zeus hét kién nlﬁq 1oi. Hay suy nghi vé nhing didu ta
vira n0i, Annabeth. Hay tim Hephaestus. Con s& phai di qua m6t nong trai, ta nghi thé. Nhung hay di tiép. Va sir dung tat ca cac phuong tién san o, du
ching c6 binh thudng dén thé nao di chang nira.”

Ba ta chi tay vao hai canh cira va ching bién mét, dé 16 ra hai hanh lang mo gidng nhau va t6i den nhu mrc. ‘Mot diéu cudi cing, Annabeth. Ta da hoan lai
ngay con phai lra chon, chir khong phai Ia iy bo. Thoi khac d6 sap dén roi, nhu Janus da ndi, con s€ phai quyét dinh. Tam bigt!”

Ba ta viy tay va bién thanh mot lan khoi tring. Thirc an ciing vAy, ngay ca chiéc banh Tyson dang nhai rao rao bién thanh lan swong tan trong miéng cau 4y.
Bai phun nurée chay nho lai roi dimg han. Nhiing bire twong lat da kham mo di va chuyén vé trang thai bam day bui va phai mau nhu ¢ii. Can phong khong
con Ia noi ai @6 muon di da ngoai nita.

Annabeth dam chén. “Giip d c4i kiéu gi vay? ‘Nay, an banh sandwich di. Udc di. Oj, ta cha giop duoc dau!” Pop! Bién mit.”

“Pdp, bién mét,” Tyson budn ba tan thanh khi nhin vao c4i dia tréng tron.

“Thdi ndo,” Grover th dai, “ba ta ndi Percy biét cau tra Ioi. Chic chin didu ndy c6 nghia gi d6.”

Moi ngudi quay sang nhin toi.

“Nhung t& khong biét,” t6i néi. “Td con ching hiéu ba dy n6i vé cai gi nita.”

Annabeth thé' dai. “Duoc rdi. Vay ching ta cir di tiép di.”

“i:)i duong nao Cl‘}l'l’?” T6i hoi. Toi thue sy mudn hoi tai sao ni thdn Hera lai ndi nhu vay — vé lyra chon m Annabeth can phai thue hién. Grover va Tyson
déu dang cang thang. Ho dung én cing mdt luc giong nhur da dugce tap dugt tir trude vay. “Bén trai,” ca hai dong thanh noi.

Annabeth nhiu may. “Lam sao cac cau chac chan thé?”

“Boi vi c6 mdt cai g d6 dang tién lai tir bén phai,” Grover noi.



“Mot thir gi d6 rét 16n,” Tyson dong y. “Va dang rat voi.”
“Bén trai a? Nghe ciing hap dan ddy,” t6i quyét dinh. Va ching toi ciing nhau lao vao hanh lang t6i tim
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Téi mién phi nhidu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuong 7

Tin t6t: dudng him bén tréi thing tip, khong co 16ira & hai bén IBy‘ch(:) 1€ ndo. Tin xAu: n6 14 ngd cut. Sau khi chay mude rit duge gAn mot trim met,
ching t6i gip phai mdt tang da cudi khong 1o bit hoan toan 11 di. Pang sau, ting chn 1€ bude va hoi thé niing nhoc vong lai tir cubi hanh lang. Mot thr gi
do6 — chic chin khong phai con ngudi — dang dudi theo chiing toi.

“Tyson,” ti ndi, “emc6 thé...”

“Puge!” Tyson ding vai ddy am am vao tang d4 manh dén ndi ca dudng hdm rung chuyén. Bui roi xudng tir trin nha bang d4.

“Nhanh lén!” Grover n6i. “Dumg lim sap tran nha, nhung ma nhanh lén!”

Cubi ciing thi hon da cling nhurong 16i cho ching toi sau mdt tiéng rit kinh hoang, Tyson ddy né vao mdt can phong nho. Ching t6i lao vao ding sau nd.
“Péng 161 di lail” Annabeth noi.

Tét ca ching toi déu sang phia bén kia tang d4 va bét dau dy. Thir dang dudi theo ching t6i kéu gio 1én day tire gian khi ching toi ddy tang d4 vé chd cii
va bit chat hanh lang,

“Ching ta da chin dugc nd,” t6i noi.
“Hay I bay chinh ching ta,” Grover thit Ién.

Toi quay lai. Ching t6i dang dimg trong mdt can phong xi mang chura day sau mét vudng, va birc tuong ddi dién co day nhitng thanh chéin bang kim loai.
Chuing t6i da di thang vao mit xa lim.

“Cai quai quy gi thé ndy?” Annabeth it manh méy chén song. Ching khong thém nhiic nhich. Qua céc thanh chéin ny, ching t0i ¢6 the thély hang dai céc
xa lim quanh mdt khoang san 61— chi it c6 ba tang ctra sat va ba 161 di hep bang kim loai.

“Mot nha ti),” t61 n6i. “C6 thé Tyson co thé pha...”
“Suyt,” Grover ndi. “Hay nghe ma xem”

O dau do trén dau ching t6i c6 tiéng khoc vong lai. Con ¢ mot tiéng dong khéc nita — tiéng ai 46 dang cau gidn lim bim diéu gi d6 m t6i khong nghe 13.
Nhiing tir ngr rat la, nghe nhu tiéng d4 trong cai vai vdy.

“Thir ngdn ngit gi viy?” Toi thi thim

Miat Tyson md to. “Khéng thé nio.”

Céu Ay ndm iy hai chin song va bé cong ching, tao ra mdt khoang tréng rong dén ndi mdt ngudi khong 1 ciing co thé lich qua.
“Doi da!” Grover goi.

Nhung Tyson khong dinh doi. Ching t6i chay theo cau dy. Nha ti1 it ti, chi co vai anh dén huynh quang Iy md lap oe & phia trén.
“Té biét noi ndy,” Annabeth n6i vi t6i. “Déy | Alcatraz.(8)”

“Y c4u i hon ddo gan San Francisco?”

Annabeth git du. “Trudng t6 timg c6 mdt chuyén di thire & & ddy. N6 gidng nhu mot béo tang dy.”

Duong nhur vige ching t0i ¢6 the vot ra khoi Mé Cung va ¢ dau kia ciia dét nude 1 khong thé, nhung Annabeth da song & San Francisco ca nam trdi, theo
doi Nui Tamalpais ¢ phia bén kia vinh. C6 ay chac chan biét minh dang noi gi.

“Durng lai,” Grover canh bao ching toi.
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Nhung Tyson tiép tuc di t6i. Grover 6m By canh tay Tyson va ding hét sirc kéo cau dy lai. “Dumg lai, Tyson!” Grover thi thim, “Cu khong trong thiy gi
a”

T6i nhin theo hurdng Grover chi va da day t6i quin Ién timg con. Trén ban cong ting hai, phia bén kia san i mot con quai vt con kinh khing hon bat cir
con quai vat ndo t6i da timg gap trude day.

Trong n gidng nhir mdt nhan md, voi co thé ciia mdt ngudi phu ni tinh tir phan eo trd 1én. Nhung thay vi phan dudi gibng ngyra thi d6 1 thin ctia mdt con
rong — 16 dai it nhét | sau met, den va dAy vy véi nhitg mong vubt khong 16 va mot cdi dudi day gai. Nhitng cai chin cta ba ta trong nhur bi nhirg than
nho quén quanh, nhung rdi t6i nhin ra ching 1 nhitng con rén, hang trém con rin vipe dang phong ra, nhur thé ching dang tim kiém mot cai gi do de cin xé.
Toc cia ba ta cling duge lAm bang rin chang khac gi cia mu Medusa. Diéu ky la nhét 3 quanh €o clia ba ta, noi giao nhau giira co thé nguoi va rong, da
ba ta ndi bot va bién doi, thinh thoang lai xuét hién dau ctia mdt con vat — mdt con soi, mdt con giu, mdt con sur tir hung di¥, nhur thé ba ta dang deo mdt
cai thét keng am béng nhimg sinh vat va ching thi lién tuc thay d6i. T6i c cam gidc minh dang nhin thiy c4i gi d6 m6i hinh thanh mot nira, mot con quai vat
& hinh hai ¢6 xura,hi co thé n6 duge dinh hinh day du.

“Chinh 14 ba ta,” Tyson rén ri.

“Ctii xudng!” Grover noi.

Chiing t6i thu minh trong béng t6i, nhung con quéi vat chang may may chay dén ching t6i. C6 vé ba ta dang n6i chuyén véi ai d6 trong xa lim trén ting hai.
D6 1a noi tiéng khoe phat ra. Ngudi phy nir minh rong ndi diéu gi @6 bang thir ngdn ngir ky la.

“Ba ta dang noi g vay?” Toi ndi khe. “DAy 1 ngdn ngir gi thé?”

“Ngon ngit ¢b xura.” Tyson ring minh. “Thir ngdn ngir mi Déat Me van n6i voi cac Titan... va nhitng dira con khac ctia ba dy. Tir trude thoi cac vi than.”
“Bm hiéu nd sa0?” Toi hoi. “Bm dich duge chit?”

Tyson nhim mét lai va bt dau noi bang giong byc tire kho chiu ctia ngudi phu nit kia. “Ngwoi s& lam viée cho 6ng chit hodc [ bi trimg phat.”
Annabeth ring minh. “T6 rat ghét mbi khi cau Ay lam nhu vay.”

Giong nhur tt ca céc Cyclops khac, Tyson ¢ kha néing phi thuong vé nghe va kha néing bt chude giong n6i clia moi ngurdi. Cau dy gan nhur & trang thai
xuat than moi khi n6i giong ctia ngudi khac.

“T6i s& khong m d4u,” Tyson ndi bing mdt giong trAm trdm va bj ton throng

RO cAu ta lai chuyén sang giong con quai vat: “Vay ta s& rat vui mimg dugc thiy nguoi phai chiu dau dén, Briares.” Tyson loang choang khi cau éy ndira
cdi tén do. Trude day t6i chua bao gio thay cau dy mit binh tinh khi gia giong ngurdi khic, nhung lan nay cau ay nhu bi nghet the. Sau do Tyson ticp tuc
bang giong cuia con quai vat. “Neéu nguoi nghi lan tong giam dau tién ctia minh [ khong thé chiu ndi, thi ngwoi han chuwa camnhén duoc sy dau kho thye sy
dau. Hay nghi cho k¥ di€u ndy cho dén khi ta quay lai.”

Ba ta budc mot céich néing né vé phia cau thang, nhitng con rn vipe rit én quanh chin my trong nhur chiéc vy lim béng co. Mu dang rong doi cénh ma
trude d6 16i khong dé y -y — ddi canh doi khong 16 da gap lai trén ung rong. Mu nhay xudng khoi 1i di hep va bay qua sin. Ching t6i lai nép minh xubng
thép hon trong bong tdi. Mot con gié néng ¢6 mii ru huynh tap vao miit t6i khi con quai vat bay ngang qua. Va rdi muy ta bién mét & mt goc r3.

“Kiinh khimg qua,” Grover néi. “Té chura bao gidr thiy con quai vt nao c6 mii dam dac nhur vay.”

“P6 la con dc mdng tdi t& nhét cta cac Cyclops,” Tyson Aim bam. “Kampé.”

“Ai co?” To1i hoi.

Tyson nudt mrée bot. “Bét cir Cyclops nao cling déu biét ba ta. Nhing cau chuyén vé ba ta lim bon em so phat khiép ngay tir khi con nho. Ba ta i cai
nguc cutia bon em trong nhitng nam thang toi té trudc day.”

Annabeth gat du. “Té nhé roi. Khi cac than Titan con tri vi, ho da giam giit nhimg ngudi con dau tién ciia Gaea(9) va Ouranos(10) — cac Cyclops va céc
Hekatonkheire.

“Heka-gi co?”” Toi hoi.

“Nhitng Nguoi Tram Tay dy,” Annabeth noi. Ho dugc goi nhur viy boi vi.... o... ho ¢6 mdt triim ban tay. Ho 1 anh cta céc Cyclops.”
“Ho rit manh,” Tyson noi. “Rét dang né! Cao cham troi. Khoe dén ndi c6 thé pha tan nhimg ngon nii!”

“Tuyét,” t61 ndi. “Trir trurong hop em la mdt ngon ni.”

“Kanmpé I cai nguc. Ba ta 1 thudc ha ctia Kronos. Ba ta giam giit nhitng nguoi anh em ctia em ¢ Tartarus, ludn hanh ha bon em, cho dén khi than Zeus
den. Ong ay da giet chét Kampé 161 giai thoat cac Cyclops va nhitng Nguoi Tram Tay d€ giip 6ng ay chong lai cac than Titan trong tran chién vi dai.”



“Va gio thi Kampé da trd lai,” t6i chém vao.

“Qua t&,” Tyson két uan.

“Vay ai dang & trong xa lim kia?” T6i hoi. “Em wira nhiic dén mot céi tén...”

“Briares!” Tyson ngang dau Ién. “Anh 4y la mjt Ngudi Tram Tay. Ho cao cham trdi va...”
“0,” t61 ni. “Va ho c6 thé pha ni!”

To6i nhin 1én nha i phia trén ching t6i va thic mic tai sao mdt nguoi cao cham trdi lai c6 thé ngdi wvira trong mot xa lim bé ti ti nhur vy, va tai sao anh ta lai
khoc.

“Té nghi ching ta nén di kiém tra xem sao,” Annabeth néi, “truéc khi Kampé quay lai.”

Khi chig toi tién dén gin xa lim, tiéng khoc cang I6n hon. Khi dau tién t0i nhin thiy ngudi bj nhdt bén trong, 101 khong chéic vé nhitng gi minh dang nhin
thay. D6 la mot anh chang c6 kich ¢& ctia mbt nguoi binh thurdng véi lin da xanh xao, nhu mau sira. Anh ta mac mot chiée kho trong nhur cai ta ot to.
Chan anh ta to qua kho so vdi co the, cac dau mong chan ban va nirt né, moi ban chén c6 dén tim ngoén. Nhung phén phia trén co thé cia anh ta méi la
lmg. Anh ta khién cho Janus tré nén hoan toan binh thurong. Ngue anh ta moc ra khong bict bao nhiéu tay ma ke, thanh cac hang bao quanh co thé anh ta.
Nhimg canh tay trong nhu tay ctia ngudi thuong, chi la c6 qua nhicu tay, va ching quan vao nhau, nén ngyc anh ta trong nhu mot cai nia day spaghetti ma
ai d6 vira mbi xoan lai. Mot vai canh tay dang 6m lay mit khi anh ta khoc.

“Hodc 13 bu troi bay gio khong con cao nhu trude kia,” toi Amnhim, “hodc 1 anh ta nho lai”

Tyson khong dé y Fim dén 10i t6i n6i. Cau dy quy xudng.

“Anh Briares!” Tyson goi.

Tiéng khoc ngimg lai.

“Nguoi anh tram tay vi dai!” Tyson noi. “Hay giip ching em!”

Briares nhin lén. Mt anh ta dai va buon ba voi chiéc mili khodm va nhiing chiéc rang su. Mt anh ta ¢6 méu ndu sim— y 0i | mit anh ta chi c6 mt mau
nau ma khong co 10ng trang hay con nguoi gi hét, giong nhu d6i mat duoc lam tir dat sét.

“Chay di khi em con c6 thé, Cyclops,” Briares néi day dau khd. “Anh tham chi con khong gitip duoc chinh minh nita !
“Anh i ngudi tram tay co ma!” Tyson khang khiing. “Anh ¢6 thé am bét ki diéu gil”
Briares lau miii bang nim hay sau ban tay gi d6. Mot vai ban tay khéc dang nghich nhimg manh kim loai va b nho Xiu tir mot chiéc girong giy, giéng nhur
Tyson thuong choi v6i cac bd phéin cta miy moc. Thét ngac nhién khi nhin thiy dicu d6. Moi ban tay dudng nhu déu c6 tri ¢ riéng. Ching tao ra mt con
thuyén do choi bang g0, va sau d6 thao roi ra voi toc do trong duong. Mot s6 ban tay khac dang cao vao nén xi méng vi ly do khong thé hiéu duoc nio
do. Vai ban tay khac dang choi trd oan tu ti. Vai ban tay khac nita dang tao rdi bong hinh con vit va cho 1én tuong,

“Anh khong thé,” Briares rén ri. “Kampé da quay lai! Cac than Titan s& trdi ddy va ném chiing ta trd lai Tartarus.”
“Hay mang khuon mit diing cam di ndo!” Tyson noi.

Lap tirc khuon mit Briares bién thanh mot cai gi d6 khac hén. Van 13 d6i méit miu ndu, nhung c6 nhitng nét khac hoan toan. Miii anh ta héch Ién, long may
ubn hinh vong cung va mdt my cudi ky la, gidng nhur anh ta dang cd t6 vé diiing cam viy. Nhung ngay sau d6 khudn niit anh ta tr6 lai trang thai ban dau.

“Khong t6t,” Briares noi. “Vé mit so hii ctia anh ctr quay trd lai.”

“Lamsao anh lam duoc nhur thé?” Toi hoi.

Annabeth huych khuyu tay vao toi. “Dimg tho 16 nhur thé. Nhitng nguoi trim tay ¢6 ndm miroi khuon mét khac nhau”.

“Vay chic 1 kho ma c6 mt birc anh dé cho vao ki yéu ctia truong,” t6i noi.

Tyson van thuyét phuc. “S& 6n ca thdi, anh Briares! Bon ems& gitip anh! Anh cho em xin chit ki nhé?”

Briares khut khit. “Céu c6 mang theo mot tram cai bit khong?”

“Nao moi nguoi,” Grover ngit 10i, “Chiing ta phai ra khoi dy. Kampé s& quay lai. Sém mudn gi mu ta ciing s& danh hoi thiy chiing ta thoi.”
“Hay pha cac chin song di,”” giong Annabeth cAt lén.

“Phail” Tyson cudi voi vé tur hao. “Anh Briares ¢6 thé m diéu d6. Anh 4y rat khoe. Tham chi con khoe hon ca cac Cyclops. Hay xem!”



Briares thit thit. Khoang mdt chuc céi tay ctia anh ta bit du choi trd dap tay, nhung chéing c6 cai trong s chiing c6 ging pha cac chén song ca.
“Néu anh ta khoe dén thé, sao lai chiu m¥ic ket ¢ noi nay?” Téi hoi.

Annabeth lai nhéo vao mang suon toi. “Anh ta sg,” cO éy thi thAm. “Kampé da nhdt anh ta & Tartarus hang ngan nim. Néu 13 clu, clu co so khong?”
Anh chang tram tay lai che mat mot Jan nita.

“Anh Briares,” Tyson hoi. “C6... ¢ chuyén gi viy? Hay cho bon em thiy strc manh ciia vi dai ctia anh dil”

“Tyson,” Annabeth n6i, “t6 nghi cdu nén bé iy nhitng chin song nay thi hon.”

Nu cuoi ctia Tyson dan tit.

“Té s& bé gy nhirng chn song ndy,” cau Ay nhic lai. Cau 4y nim Ky ctra xa lim va giat ra khoi ban 1 nhur thé nd duoc im bang dit sét déo.

“Pi nao, anh Briares,” Annabeth ndi. “Ching ta hiy thoat khoi day!”

Annabeth chia tay ra. Trong mot gidly, khuon mt Briares chuyén sang vé mt day hy vong. Mot vai canh tay vdi ra, nhung khoang gip di s canh tay do
kéo ching lai.

“Anh khong thé,” Briares n6i. “Ba ta s& trimg phat anh.”
“S& 6n thoi,” Annabeth hira. “Anh da chién d4u voi cac thin khong 16 Titan trurée ddy, va anh da chién thing, anh con nhé khong?”

““Anh van nh¢ trén chién d6.” Khudn mt Briares lai bién d6i, mity nhéin ca lai va moi tré ra. D6 B khuOn miit 4 &, t6i dodn vily. “Sam sét rung chuyén cé dat
troi. Bon anh d3 némrat nhiu da. Céc than Titan va i quai vat suyt nita da thang. Nhung gio chiing dang 1y lai strc manh, Kampé néi vay.”

“Pirng nghe ba ta,” i noi. “Bi thoil”

Briares khong nhiic nhich. Toi biét Grover n6i diing. Chiing t6i khong c6 nhiéu thoi gian vi Kampé sap quay tr lai. Nhung 01 khong thé dé anh ta lai & d6
duoc. Tyson s& khdc trong nhiu tuan mat.

“Choi oan ti1 ti nhé,” t6i thot 1én. “Néu t6i thing, anh s& di voi ching toi. Néu t6i thua, ching t6i s& dé anh ¢ lai trong nha ngyc nay.”
Annabeth nhin t6i nhu t6i bi than kinh vdy.

Khu6n mit ctia Briares lai chuyén sang nghi ngd. “T6i lu6n thing trong trd choi oan tii t.”

“Vay thi choi ndo!” Toi d4m vao long ban tay ba fin.

Briares lam trong tw voi mdt tram ban tay ctia minh, nghe nhur mot doi quan dang diéu hanh ba budc kén phia trrde. Anh ta ra mt loat biia, mot dong kéo
va du gidy dé lam ca mot ham doi may bay.

“Toi da bao trude roi nhé,” anh ta budn ba noi. “T6i luon...” Khudn mit Briares chuyén sang boi roi. “Cau dang ra cai gi the?”

“Mot khau sing,” t0i n6i va dura cho Briares xem khiu stng béng ngon tay toi. Pay 1 tro i ca ma Paul Blofis da 4p dung voi t0i, nhung t0i khong dinh néi
cho Briares vé dieu d6. “Mot khau sting c6 thé danh bai tat ca.”

“Nhur thé 13 khong cong bang.”

da khong noi bt ctr diéu gi vé cong bang, Kampé ciing s& khong cong bang néu ching ta chén chir & ddy. Ba ta s& quy cho anh tdi bé giy cac chin song
Gio thi di thoil”

Briares khut khit. “Cac 4 than la nhitng tén lra déo.” Nhung rdi anh ta ciing tir tir dtimg ddy va di theo ching t6i ra khoi phong giam.

Toi bt du thiy hy vong, Tt ca nhitng gi chiing t6i phai lm i di xubng dudi va tim 16i vao Mé Cung. Nhung ngay sau d6 Tyson khung lai nhur bj déng
bang.

Ngay & tang trét bén dudi, Kampé dang gim gir nhin ching toi.

“Pi 61 khac,” tdi n6i.

Chiing t6i lao vé phia cudi 161 di. Lan nay Briares kha vui vé khi di ciing ching ti. Thuc ra anh ta chay tot lén phia trudc, hang trim cénh tay vung vay trong
su hoang loan.

Toi nghe thiy tiépg d6i canh khdng 16 ctia Kampé dap phia sau. Mu ta rit 1n va gim gir bang thir ¢ ngit ctia my, nhung t6i khong can phién dich ciing hiéu
duoc mu dinh giét ching toi.



Chiing t6i leo xudng cau thang, di xuyén qua mdt hanh lang, bang qua mdt tram gac — sang mot khu nha ti khéc.

“Bén trai,” Annabeth n6i. “T6 nhé diéu ny 1 nho chuyén du lich.”

Chung t6i vot ra ngoai va ﬂﬁy minh d{mg trong sén nha ti, bao quanh la cac tram gac va ddy thép gai. Sau khi da ¢ bén trong qua lu, anh sang ban ngiy
duong nhur lim t6i chéi mét. Khach du lich dang di dao xung quanh va chyp anh. Con gi6 duong nhu thoi bay cdi lanh ra khoi dao. O phia nam, San
Francisco sang lap lanh m6t mau trang mo 4o va tuyét dep, nhung ¢ phia bac, phia trén nii Tamalpais, nhimg dam may khong 16 mang theo con bao dang
xoay van. Ca bau trdi trong nhur mdt con quay mau den dang xoay tron tir ngon niii noi Atlas bi giam gitt, va cling la noi cung dién cua cac than Titan trén
nti Othrys dang dugc xay m6i. Khong the tin duoc 1 cac du khach chang bict gi vé mdt con bao siéu nhién dang tin tn kéo dén, ho thanh thoi nhur khong
c6 dicu gi dang ngai.

“Tham chi con t& hon,” Annabeth nhin vé hudng Bac néi. “Nhimg con bio quanh nim lic ndo ciing kinh khimg, nhung...”

“Chay tiép di,” Briares hét Ién. “Mu ta & dang sau day!”

Ching t6i chay dén dau bén kia ctia san va chay xa khu nha ti hét strc ¢6 thé.

“Kampé qua I6n dé lot qua,” t6i ndi trong hy vong,

Vi sau d6 burc trdng nd tung,

Céc du khach la hét khi Kampé xuét hién tir bui va gach v, d6i canh ctia mu ta trai rong hét cai san. Mu dang cAm hai thanh kiém — hai thanh mé tiu bang
dong dai toa anh co mau hoi xanh ki quai. Ngay ca khi dimg & bén kia san, chiing t6i van ngiri thdy mii chua béc ra tir n hoi nude nong.

“C6 doc!” Grover la Ién. “Plmg dé nhimg thir 6 cham vao ngudi néu khong...”

“Néu khong s& chét ha?” Toi doan.

“A... lr, sau khi cau dan teo lai thanh tro bui.”

“Vay phai tranh xa cac thanh kiém ra,” t6i qua quyét.

“Anh Briares, hdly chién d4u dil”” Tyson giuc. “Hay trd vé kich ¢ that ctia anh dil”

Thay vi lam nhu Tyson néi, Briares hinh nhur con co lai bé hon. Trén mit anh ta 13 khudn mét ‘hoan toan so hai’.
Kampé lao ram rim vé phia chiing t6i trén d6i chan rong, hang trim con rin truon quanh ngudi my ta.

Trong mdt gidy, t6i d nghi dén viéc rut thanh Thiy Triéu ra va d6i dau voi my, nhung r6i t6i chin lai. R6i Annabeth ciing n6i diéu ma ti dang suy nghi:
“Chay thoi.”

Tranh ludn két thic. Khong thé chién déu voi mot thir nhur thé nary. Chiing ti chay qua sén rdi qua cong nha til, con qudi vat vin dudi sat phia sau. Moi
nguoi xung quanh la hét va chay. Tieng coi bdo dong bat dau kéu inh 6i.

Chiing t6i dén cAu tau ngay khi mot con tau du lich dang tra khach. Nhémkhach du lich sing so khi trong thiy ching t6i chay bd 'dé’p, theo sau [a mot dam
dong khach du lich khac ciing dang hoang sg, va... Toi khong bit ho da trong thay gi qua Man Suong MU, nhung han 13 khong tot lam.

“Pi thuyén u?”” Grover hoi.

“Qua chdm” Tyson ni. “Quay lai mé cung. Cach duy nht.”

“Chiing ta can ai d6 d4nh lac huéng Kampé,” Annabeth noi.

Tyson nhd mdt cot dén 1én khoi mit dat. “Bm s& danh lac hudng Kampé. Moi ngudi chay trude di”

“Anh s& giip em,” t6i ndi.

» Tyson ndi. “Anh di di. Chét doc c6 thé im dau Cyclops. Rét dau. Nhung khong thé giét chét duge.”

“Em chic ch?”

“Di di anh. Em s€ ggp lai moi nguoi bén trong,”

Toi ghét céiy tuong ndy. Trude ddy, suyt nita 0 da dé mét Tyson mdt in, va t6i khong bao gior mudn licu nhur thé nira. Nhung khong con thoi gian dé
tranh cai, va t6i cling khong nghi durgc cach nao 6t hon. Annabeth, Grover va t6i moi ngudi ndm mdt tay Briares va kéo anh ta di, trong khi Tyson gam Ién,
ha thap cay ¢t dén va tan cong Kampé nhu mot hiép sidon thuong doc ma.

Kampé liéc nhin Briares, nhung Tyson lam mu phai chi y ngay khi giang cho my mdt don vao nguc, dy mu bat nguoc vao tuong, My hét 1én va chém tir
phia voi hai thanh kiém, chém cay cdt dén cta Tyson ra thanh tirng ménh. Chat ddc nhd thanh ving xung quanh my, kéu xeo x€o trén nén xi mang,



Tyson nhay Iti lai khi khi toc ctia Kampé quét vao va kéurit Ién, tAt ca nhitng con ran vipe quanh chan mu theé Tudi ra moi hudng, M6t con sur tir nhay ra
Kkhoi thét hrng ctia mu va gam kén.

Khi ching t6i chay bé vao khu nha ti, diéu cudi cing t6i  trong thiy | Tyson nhic mjt quiy kem Dippin’ Dots Ién va ném vao Kanpé. Kemva chat doc
tung toe khiip noi, nhirmg con rin nho trén toc Kampé déu dinh phai hdn hop kem va mirt hoa qua. Ching ti chay hoc tdc quay lai san nha tiL

“Khong Iam duoc,” Briares hén hén noi.

“Tyson dang liéu minh dé ctru anh d4y!” Téi hét Ién véi Briares. “Anh s& am duoc.”

Khi ching toi dén cira khu nha t, t6i nghe mot tiéng gAm day gian dir. Toi ngodi lai nhin va thay Tyson dang chay hét toc lurc vé phia ching t6i, Kanpé
theo sat dang sau. Nguoi my ta bam ddy kem va 4o phong. Mot trong nhimg cai dau giu & vimg eo ciia ba ta dang deo mot cap kinh rim Alcatraz gong
khoam bang nhra.

“Nhanh lén!” Annabeth giuc gid, nhur thé t6i can phéi dugc ni cho diéu do vay.

Cubi cing chiing t6i ciing tim thiy phong giam ma ching t6i da di vao, nhung birc twong déng sau né thi hoan toan nhin thin — khong c6 du hiéu ciia mot
tang da cudi hay céi gi khac.

“Hay tim d4u hi¢u dil”” Annabeth néi.

“Pay 10i!” Grover cham vao mdt vét xude nhd, va nd trd thanh tuong Delta . DAu hiéu ctia Daedalus toa dnh sang xanh, va canh ctra da kéu ken két Ol mdy
ra.

Qué cham. Tyson dang chay bang qua khu nha giam, nhimg hrdi kiém ctia Kampé chém t6i tAp déing sau kg cau Ay, chém loan xa én cac chin song clia
phong giam va céc burc tuong da.

Toi d4y Briares vao bén trong mé cung, sau d6 1 Annabeth va Grover.

“Emlam duoc ma!” Toi ndi véi Tyson. Nhung ngay lap tirc toi nhinra d6 1a (jiéu khong thé. Kampé dang gianh loi thé. Muta dang vung kiém lén. Toi can
mot cai gi d6 khien my ta sao lang — mot thir gi d6 that 1on. Toi ddp vao cai dong hd deo tay va nd xoan lai thanh mdt cai khién dong. Mot cach lieu finh, t6i
némnd vao niit con quai vat.

BOP! Tam khién tring vio mét khién mu ta loang choang du dé Tyson vut qua t6i vao mé cung. Téi theo ngay sau lung c4u dy.

Kampé tin cong, nhung da qud mudn. Céanh cua dé dong lai va ma thuat cta no nh6t ching t6i & bén trong, Toi ¢6 thé cam thy ca duong Mmmng 1én khi
Kampé hiic vao né va gam Ién gian dir. Tuy nhién ching t6i khong nan lai dé choi tro gb cira véi muy ta. Chiing t6i phéng nhanh vao trong béng tbi, va lan
dAu tién (ciing 1 An cudi) t6i thiy vui vi dugc quay tré lai Mé Cung,

Ban dang doc truyén Percy Jackson Tdp 4: Cude Chién Choén Mé Cung duge tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhidu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.
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quanh chiing t6i, nude fudn ra tir nhmlg dudng éng khong 16. Nude chay xubng cai hd ma ngay ca khi soi dén vao i ciling khong nhin thay day dau ca.

Briares ngdi sup xudng dya vao birc tdng, Khodng mdt chyc ban tay ciia anh ta mic nude kén v rira mit. “Cai ho ndy ndi thiing dén Tartarus,” anh ta am
bam, “Cé E t6i nén nhay xuong d6 dé tranh phién toai cho moi nguoi.”

“Pimg ndi nhu thé,” Anabeth noi véi anh ta. “Anh ¢6 thé trér vé trai voi ching t0i. Anh 6 thé giip ching t0i chuan bi. Anh biét 1 viée chién dau voi cac
than Titan hon bét ctr ai m.”

“Toi khong c6 gi dé gip céc ban ca, toi da mit tit ca.” Briares noi.

“Con nhimg ngudi anh em ciia anh?” Tyson hoi. “Hai nguoi ho van dtmg vitng nhur nii! em s& mang anh dén véi ho.”
Séc mit Briares trd nén budn ba hon: khudn miit dau budn cta anh ta. “Ho khong con nita. Ho d3 tan bién di”

Céc théc nurée chay am dm. Tyson nhin chim chim vao c4i hd va nude miit cau roi xubng.

“Chinh xéc thi anh mudn n6i gi khi néi, ho da tan bién di? > T6i hoi. “Toi tudng quai vat khong chét, giéng nhur cac vi than chi.”


http://ebookfull.net

“Percy,” Grover ndi mjt cach yéu 6t, “ngay ca sur trudng sinh ciing ¢6 gidi han. Doi khi... d6i khi cac con quéi vat bi ling quén va mat hét nghi hre dé
song.”

Nhin Grover, t6i ban khoan c6 phai cau 4y dang nghi dén than Pan. T6i nhd dén mdt vai diéu ma Medusa c6 1an da noi voi ching ti: cac chi em ctia ba ta,
hai ni¥ than toc rdn khac, da chét va dé lai ba ta mdt minh nhu thé ndo. Sau do, vao nam ngoai, t}vm Appollo ciiing ndi dén viée vi than gid nua Helios bién
mét va dé lai cho ong nhiém vy ctia than it troi nhu thé ndo. Toi chua bao gioy suy nghi nhidu vé diéu ny, nhung gidr day, nhin Briares, t6i mdi cam nhan
duroc sy kinh khing khi phéi séng t6i hing nghin tudi trong canh lanh Io, ¢6 don.

“T6i phai di,” Briares noi.

“Doi quan ctia Kronos s& chiém trai, bon em can duoc gitip d6.” Tyson noi.

Briares cti dau xubng, “Anh khong thé, Cyclops a.”

“Anh rét manh n.”

“Khong con nhur vay nita roi.” Briares dimg lén.

“Nay,” t6i 161 mit tay Briares va kéo anh ta sang mdt bén, noi tiéng dm 4m ciia thac nurde 4t di giong ndi ctia ching t6i. “Briares, bon em cin anh. Anh
khong thay Tyson rat tin tudng anh sao. Cau ay da liéu mang vi anh.”

T6i n6i cho Briares moi chuyén — ké hoach xAm chiém ciia Luke, 16i vio Mé Cung & trai, xuéng ctia Daedalus va chiéc quan tai bang vang ctia Kronos.

Briares chi lic d?l}L “Anh khong thé, 4 thin a. Tay anh khong chi c6 mdt cy stng ngén tay dé thing trong trd choi ndy.” Va dé minh chimg, anh ta m mbt
tram khau stng bang ngon tay.

“C6 I& d6 chinh I Iy do vi sao quéi vt lai tan bién di,” t6i noi. “C6 I& khong phai phu thude vao viée ngudi thurong tin vao nhitng gi. Ma ¢6 & 1 do bon anh
da ty minh bo cude ma thoi.

Doi mit toan m)t mau néu ciia Briares nhin t6i. Khuon it anh ta chuyén sang mdt sac thai ma t6i ¢6 thé nhén ra — sy xéu ho. Sau d6 anh ta quay nguoi lai
va 1& bude cham chap vé phia cuoi hanh lang cho dén anh ta hoan toan chim trong bong toi.

Tyson khoc nirc nd.

“Moi viée s& 6n ca thoi,” Grover ngin ngai vo nhe vio vai Tyson, c6 18 Grover da iy hét can dam dé lam diéu nay.
Tyson hét xi. “Khdng 6n teo ndo, anh ban dé. Briares 1 ngudi anh hing trong t6.”

T6i mudn gitp Tyson cam thiy khé hon, nhung t6i khong chic nén ndi gi.

Cubi cing, Annabeth dimg 1én va khoéc ba 16 1én vai. “Bi thoi ndo moi ngudi. Cai hd ndy khién t6 thiy cang thing, Hay tim mdt noi thich hop hon dé cim
trai qua démnay.”

sk

Chiing 0 dimg lai & mt hanh lang lim béng nhitng tang d4 cam thach khong 10. Trong n6 giong nhu mdt phin ctia mdt ngdi md Hy Lap, vdi nhimg gia
dudc bang dong dugc gan vao tuwdng. Chac han day Ia phan 1au doi hon cia mé cung, va Annabeth qua quyet day la mdt dau hiéu tot.

“Ching ta héin phai ¢ rit gn xuéng ctia Daedalus rdi,” ¢6 4y néi. “Nghi ngoi ndo moi ngudi. Ching ta s& tiép tyc di vao budi sang”

“Lam sao chiing ta biét dugc khi ndo trdi sang?” Grover hoi.

“Ctlr nghi ngoi di,” Annabeth khing khang,

Grover chang can dugc nhéc t6i hai lan. Cau 4y kéo ra mdt dong rom tir ba 16, an mdt #t, rdi ding chd con lai lam 61, va ngay lap tirc ngay kho kho.
Tysonkho ngn hon. Cauayrmymo v6i nhitng mau kim loai vun trong t0i dung cu mdt lic, nlumg cho dit ciu dy ¢6 dang am gi di chéing nita, c4u dy ching
vui vé gi voi nd. Chde chdc cau lai g& ching ra.

“Anh xin 161 da lam mét tam khién,” t6i n6i véi Tyson. “Em da rat vat va dé sira no.”

Tyson nhin Ién. Mt cau 4y d6 ngau vi khoc. “Dimg lo, anh trai. Anh d3 ciru em. Péng I& anh da khong phéi lim thé néu Briares chiu gitp.”

“Chi vi anh ta so thoi md,” t6i noi. “Anh chic anh ta s& vuot qua dugc thoi.”

“Anh 4y khong con manh m nita,” Tyson n6i. “Anh 4y khong con quan trong nita.”

Tyson thé dai swon swot va nhim it lai. Nhitng ménh kim loai rdi rac roi khoi tay cdu dy, va Tyson bt dau ngdy.

Toi ciing ¢b ging ngi nhung khong duogc. Viée bi mot mu rong khdng 16 truy dudi cing céc thanh kiém co doc khién t6i kho ma thoai mai duge. Toi vé ly



11 ngl ctia minh va 161 n6 ra chd Annabeth dang ngdi canh gac.

To6i ngdi xudng canh cd 4y.

“Caunén ngl di,” Annabeth n6i.

“Khong ngi duge. Cau 6n chir?”

“Chéc chén roi. Ngdy dau tién dan dau cude tim kiém. Thét tuyét.”

“Chiing ta s& dén duoc d6,” t6i ndi. “Ching ta s& tim thiy xurong ctia Daedalus trurde Luke.”

Annabeth ddy nhing soi toc ra khoi méit minh. C6 mdt vét ban trén cam cd y, va t0i tudng tuong ra hinh énh cd Ay khi con nh, lang thang khiip dat nuée
VoI Thaha Va IJyke. Mot 1an c6 ay da ctru ho khéinha cuia mit tén Cyclops ddc ac khi chi mdi bay tudi. Ngay ca khi c6 ay trong ¢d vé sg hii, nhur hién tai,
101 biet co ay rat diing cam.

“T¢ chi wée cude tim kiém hop Iy hon mdt chit,” c6 Ay than tho. “Y t6 B, ching ta dang di nhung lai khong biét noi ching ta dang dén. Lam thé ndo ching
ta c6 the di bd tir New York dén California chi trong mdt ngay nhi?”

“Trong mé cung khong gian dau giéng nhur & ngoai.”

“T¢biét, 16 biét. Chi A...” Annabeth nhin toi ngan ngai. “Percy, t6 da tu danh lira ban thin minh. Tat ca k& hoach va sich v& da doc chéing gitp dugc gi, t&
chang biét chiing ta dang di dau nira.”

“Céu dang lxm rat tt m. Hon nira, ching ta s& khong bao gios biét ching ta dang lam gi. Moi viéc luon tt dep mi. Cau nhé dao Circe cht?”
Annabeth cudi ha ha. “Cau da 13 mot con chudt lang dé thuong ”

“Va ca Waterland nita, cau lam thé nio khién ching ta khoi miéng cong ¢ d6?”

“Té lam cho chung ta bi ném ra khéi miéng céng? P6 hoan toan 1 16i cta cau!”

"Ihéy chura? Moi viéc

Annabeth cuoi, mt nu cudi khién t6i rat vui mbi khi nhin thiy n6, nhung ny cudi nhanh chong wut tit.

“Percy ndy, y ctia nit than Hera 14 gj khi ba 4y noi ring cau biét duong di qua mé cung?”

“Té khong biét,” t6i thu nhan. “That ddy.”

“Néu cau biét cau s& néi cho & chit?”

“Chac chan rdi. C6 &...”

“Co B gico?”

“C6 1& néu cau ndi cho t& dong cudi cling clia Loi Sam Truyén, diéu nay s& c6 ich gi ching.”

“Annabeth ring minh. “Khong phéi & ddy. Khong phéi & trong bong t6i.”

“Con sy hra chon m Janus n6i dén thi sao? Nit thin Hera da néi...”

“Ngimg lai,”” Annabeth ngt 1, rdi hit mot hoi trong run rdy. “T6 xin 10i, Percy. T6 thiy cang thing qua. Nhung t6 khong .. TG phai suy nghi vé diéu do.”

Chiing t0i ngdi trong im Eing, ing nghe nhimg tiéng kén ket va rén ri trong mé cung, tiéng vong ctia d4 cham vao nhau khi nhitmg duong ham thay doi, Ion
dan én va mo rong. Bong t0i khién t61 nghi dén nhitng hinh 4nh t6i d nhin thay vé Nico di Angelo, va d6t nhién t6i nhan ra mot dicu gi do.

“Nico dang & mdt noi ndo d6 dudi nay,” t6indi. “D6 la cach cau nhoc bién mat khoi trai. CAu ta da timra Mé Cung, Roi 9311 éy da kham pha ra dugc mit
con duong co thé dan cau ay xuong sau hon — dén Bia Nguc. Nhung bay gio cu ta da quay lai mé cung, Céu ta dang dudi theo t6.”

Annabeth im Eing mjt hdi. “Percy, 16 hy vong cau nhém Nhung néu ciu néi ding...” Co 4y nhin chim vao anh dén pin toa bong tron mo trén bo twdng da.
Toi cd cam giac cb ay dang nghi dén Loi Sam Truyén cuia minh. Toi chua bao gio thdy Annabeth mét moi hon the.

“Té s& gc trude nhé?”” Toi ndi. “Td s& danh thirc cau néu ¢ chuyén gi xay ra.”
Trong Annabeth c6 vé mudn phén ddi, nhung ¢6 Ay chi git dAu, ndim xudng tii ngi va nhém niit lai

Khi t6i ot i duroc ngil, t6i mo thiy minh quay trd lai voi nha ti trong mé cung ctia nguoi dan ong gia.



Gio thi trong nd glong nhu mot cai xuong hon. Nhitng cai ban dé day nhitng dyng cu do lurong. Mot cailo rén chdy do ruc & mbt gée. Cau bé ma t6i nhin
tlny trong gidc mo lan trudc dang kéo bé, nhung gio cu ta da cao hon, va trac tudi t6i. Mot cai ong khoiky di duoc gin vao 6ng khéi ctia 10 rén, git lai
tat ca khoi va nhiét, sau d6 truyén ching qua mot cai 6ng dan xudng nén nha, bén canh mdt cai nép cong Ion bang dong.

Lic nay dang la ban ngay. Bau troi trén dAu xanh ngit, nhung nhitng birc turdng trong mé cung d6 bong xuong khép xuong. Sau khi da ¢ trong duong ham
qué lau, t6i thiy vo cing ngac nhién vi mdt phin ciia duong ham c6 thé thong véi khong gian bén ngoai. Diéu d6 khién mé cung con kinh khimg hon nhiéu.

Nguoi dan 6ng gia trong vo cing omyeu Ong 4y gly tro xurong, ban tay gan gudc va do 1én vi lim viée qua do. Mai toc trangruxuong che phu ca mét clia
ong, va chiéc 40 tunic day dau md. Ong 4y dang cii lom khom trén ban va lam viéc v6i mbt manh kim loai dai cIup VA — trong giong nhu mAu vai 4o giap
Jam tir nhitng vong kim loai dan vao nhau. Ong nhit mot vong kim loai ménh dé bang ddng lén va dit vao dung chd ctia nd.

“Xong,” dng n6i nhur thong bao. “N6 da duoc lamxong.”

Ong cAm san phim lén. N6 dep den ndi am t6i giat minh — mdt d6i canh kim loai duoc tao tir hang ngan chiéc 16ng vii bang dong khoa lai voi nhau. C6 hai
d6i nhur vay. Mot doi Van dang nim trén ban. Daedalus trai rong bo canh, va no trai dai dén sau mét. Toi biét n6 s& cInng bao g bay duoc. N6 qua nang,
va s& khong doi ndo cat canh khoi mat dét duoc. Nhung tay nghé ctia ong 4y that déng kinh ngac. Nhitng chiéc 1bng vii bang dong bt anh sang va toa ra
ba muroi udng anh sang mau vang khac nhau.

Céu bé bo dng thdi xubng mi chay dén xem Ciu ta cudi vui sudng, mic dii ciu dang nhé nhai md hdi va diy bui ban. “Cha! Cha ding la mot thién tail”

Neudi dan ong gid mim cudi. “Hay ni cdu gi ma ta khong biét dy chir, Icarus. Gidr thi nhanh én. Phai mat it nhdt mot tiéng moi gin duoc n6 én ddy. Lai
day nao.”

“Cha trude di,” Icarus noi.
Ong gia khong dong y, nhung Icarus van cir khéng khing: “Cha tao ra ching ma. Cho nén cha phai dwoc vinh du deo 16 trude.”

Cau bé gin bo 4o giap da vao ngye cha cfu, trong gidng nhur tmét bileo nii, v&i nhitng day dai kéo tir hai vai dén ¢ tay. Sau d6 cau bt diu budc ching
vao ddi canh, str dung mdt dung cu bang kim loai trong nhur chiéc sung ban keo ndng khong 16.

“Hon hop sép ndy chi c6 thé dinh dwoc trong mot vai gio,” Daedalus ndi v6i vé lo ling khi cau con trai dang im viée. “Ching ta phai dé n6 kho trude. Va
chiing ta phai tranh khong bay qua cao hodc qua thap. Bién s€ lam w6t moi ndi bang sap...”

“Va sirc nong clia mit troi s& kim ching tan chéy,” ciu bé ndi chen vao. “Ding, thira cha. Ching ta da néi diéu niy hang triéu lan rdi ma!”
“Cén than ciing khong thira dau con.”
“Con hoan toan tin tuéng vao nhitng phét minh ctia cha! Chura ¢6 ai trén doi ndy thong minh bang cha.”

Mit nguoi dan ong gia sang Ién. RS rang 14 ong 4y yéu con trai minh hon bt cir thir g trén doi. “Gior cha s& deo canh cho con va ciing dé déi canh ciia cha
duoc kho nira. Pén day nao!”

Moi viéc cham chap dién ra. Ban tay ctia nguoi dan ong gia 16ng ngdng vai nhing soi day. Ong 4y phai ¢b ging lammm gitt dugc cho déi canh ¢ ding vi
tri & gin ching lai. P6i canh kim loai ctia chinh 6ng dudng nhur ciing dé ning ong xubng, kim ong vurdng viu khi ong cb lm viéc.

“Cham chap qua,” ngudi dan 6ng gia lim bam. “Cha chdm chap qua.”

“Cur tir tir thoi cha,” cau bé ndi. “Bon linh canh chura toi..”

BUM!

Céc canh cira ra vao ciia xuong rung chuyén. Daedalus da ding mot thanh ging gd dé chéin & bén trong, nhung cac ban 1 ciia ching van rung 1én ban bat.
“Nhanh Ién cha!” Icarus noi.

BUM! BUM!

MOt céi gi d6 rét ning dang thic vao canh cira. Ciy chdng van giit lai, nhung mdt vét nirt xuét hién & canh cira bén tri.

Daedalus hbi hé Bim tiép. Mot giot sap nong nhd vao vai Icarus. Cu bé nhéin nhé nhung khong kéu kén. Khi chiée cénh bén tréi da duge dinh vao quai,
Daedalus chuyén sang canh bén phai.

“Ching ta can c6 thém thoi gian,” Daedalus im bim. “Chiing dén sém quéa! Chiing ta cin thém thoi gian dé mdi nimg lai.”
“S& 6n thoi,” Icarus ndi trong khi cha cau dang imndt canh bén phai. “Giup con mo ndp cbng...”

RM! Cénh cira v tung thanh timg ménh va phén d4u boc dong cta thanh 20 phé cira hién ra qua 16 thing. Nhitng c4i riu ph4 tung canh cira va hai tén linh
duoc trang bi vii khi budc vao phong, theo sau Ia vi vua voi virong mién bang vang va bd rau nhon ¢d dang ngon méc.



“Nao, ndo,” vi vua ndi véi ny cudi hung ac. “Pang dinh di dau a?”
Daedalus va con trai dimg nhur troi trong, voi doi canh bang kim loai sang I6a trén hing ho.
“Ching ta roi khéi day, Minos,” nguoi dan 6ng gia noi.

Vua Minos cudi khing khyc. “Ta rit o md mudn xem ngwoi tién b nhur thé ndo véi cong trinh nho bé ndy trude khi ta bop nét hy vong ciia nguroi. Phai ndi
Ia ta rat an tugng day.”

A A I3 . ~ N1, . 9 A

Vi vua nhin nhing c4i canh véi vé mit ddy ngudng md. “Tréng cac ngwoi nhu nhing con gi kim loai dy,” 6ng ta néi. “C6 18 ching ta nén vat hét 1bng va
ding cac nguroi lam mon sup.”

Nhimng tén linh canh ngu ngde ciing bt chirdc cudi theo.
“Nhing con ga kim loai,” mdt gd [ap lai. “Stp.”

“Cammdm,” vi vua noL R&i sau d6 ong ta quay sang Daedalus. “Nguoi dé con gai ta chay trn, o gia. Ngwoi lim cho vo ta phat dién. Ngwoi giét con
quai vat ctia ta va bién ta thanh tro cuoi cho bon dan Pia Trung Hai. Nguoi s& khong bao gio thoat khdi tay ta dau!”

Icarus v6 khiu sting ban sap va phut vao vi vua, hin gidt minh ki lai. May tén linh canh lao 1én, nhung mbi tén déu bi bin sap néng vao mit.
“L0 thong khil” Icarus hét to v6i cha.
“Bit ly ching!” Vua Minos ra énh.

Nguoi dan 6ng gia va cdu con trai cling nhau md ne"lp‘ céng, va mdt cot hoi nong phut 1én mét dat. Vi vua dimg nhin, day ngd vire, khi thiy nha phat minh va
con trai 6ng bay 1én khong trung cting voi d6i canh bang dong trén hung nhd dong khi nong,

“Ban ching!” vi vua hét lén, nhung linh ctia hén chéng ai mang theo cung tén ca. Mot gi ném manh thanh kiém ctia minh Ién trong tuyét vong, nhung
Daedalus va Icarus da ra ngoai tam véi. Ho bay mot ng phia trén mé cung va cung dién ciia nha vua, sau d6 bay qua thanh pho ctia Knossos va vurot qua
bo bién day da cua Crete.

Icarus cudi 6n. “Ty do rdi, cha oi! Cha da lam duoc.”

Céu bé xoai canh hét mirc c6 thé va dé gié dy minh di.

“Cho da!” Daedalus goi. “Cén than day!”

Nhung Icarus da bay ra ngoai bién lon, théng tién vé phia bic Va cuoi sung sudng vi sy may mén ciia ho. Caubé bay Ién va doa mdt con chim dai bang
khién né chéch duong bay, rdi lao thang xudng mat bién nhu thé cau sinh ra dé€ bay, ngirng dong tac bo nhao dé ¢ nhitng gidy cudi ciing, D61 xang dan cua
cau ludt trén cac con song,

“Dirng lai"”” Daedalus goi véi theo. Nhung gi6 d thdi bat ca tiéng ndi ciia 6ng, Con trai ong dang say trong tir do ctia cau.

Nguoi dan ong gia ¢b ging dudi theo, bay vung vé déing sau ciu bé.

Ho da bay cach dao Crete hang dam va ra tit ngoai khoi, thi Icarus ngoéi dau lai va nhin thay nét nit lo ling ctia cha minh.

Icarus mim cuoi. “Pung lo cha oi! Cha 1a mdt thién tai! Con tin tudng nhiing gi do tay cha lamra...”

Chiéc 16ng kim loai du tién long ra, roi khoi chiéc canh va bay di. Ri mdt chiéc khéc. Icarus loang choang giita khong trung. Dt nhién nhig chiée 1ong
bang dong dong loat roi ra, va bay xa khoi cau nhu mdt dan chim bay dang hoang s.

“Icarus!” ngudi cha hét lén. “Hay lwon di! Dang rong canh ra. Giit cho co thé con bat dong cang tot!”
Nhung Icarus vung vay hai tay minh trong nd luc tuyét vong kiém soat doi canh.
Canh bén tréi i canh dAu tién bi xé toac khoi nhig soi ddy dai va roi xubng nude.

“Cha oil” Icarus Ia Ién. Va r6i ciu roi xudng, doi cénh bj xé toac din dan cho dén khi trén co thé cu chi con st lai mbt dong dy do va mot chiée 4o tunic
trang, hai tay cdu sai rong trong mot no huc bay luon day vo vong,

Toi giét minh tinh dy v6i cam gidc nhur thé t6i dang roi‘xuf’)ng, Hanh lang van t6i tim Trong ﬁépg rénrixa xa cia Mé Cung, t6i nght t0i 6 thé nghe thiy
tiéng kéu khdc thong thiet cua Daedalus, vi Icarus 13 niém vui duy nhat ctia 6ng da roi thang xudng miét bién, sau muroi
Trong mé cung chung t6i khong the biét khi ndo 1 budi sang, nhung khi moi ngudi thire ddy va &n mot bira sang ngon linh véi nhiing thanh ngii cbe va cc

hop nude hoa qua, ching t6i lai tlep tuc cudc hanh trinh. Ti khong ndi gi vé giic mo ctia minh. C6 mot didu g d6 vé gidc mo khién t6i hoang sg, va toi nghi
rang nhitng ngudi khac khong can biét vé no.



Nhitng duong h'ﬁm‘bémg daci chuyén thanh mdt noi khong duoc sach s& im véi cac thanh dam bang g tuyét tiing, nhur mdt mod vang hodic céi gi d6 twong
tur. Annabeth bat dau boi roi.

“Khong ding,” ¢6 Ay noi. “Déng & n6 van phai d da chir.”
Chiing ti vao mdt cai hang ddy thach nhii ri xudng thip tir trin hang, O giita nén hang 13 mdt cai hd hinh chit nhat, trong nhu mdt ngdi md.
Grover run riy. “O ddy c6 mii nhu I mii Dia Ngye dy.”

Saudo téiwth:?:ly mot vat gi d6 phat sing & miéng hb — mdt miéng gidy nhém Toi chiéu dén pin vao ci hd va thdy mot chiéc banh hammburger pho mt bi an
dé dang ndi lenh bénh trong dong bin ¢d mau mau carbonat.

“Nico,” toi noi. “Cau ta lai goi hon nguoi chét.”
Tyson rén ri. “Nhitng con ma dang & day. Em khong thich ching,”

“Ching ta phai tim ra cu ta.” Toi khong biét tai sao, nhung dimg bén migng ho nay khién t0i ¢6 cam gidc cép bach. Nico dang ¢ gin ddy. Toi cam thy
duoc dicu nay. Toi khong thé dé cdu ta lang thang dudi ndy mdt minh cling véi ngudi chét. Va toi bat dau chay.

“Percy!” Annabeth goi theo.

Toi cti nguroi chay nhanh vao mdt dudng him va trong thiy anh sang & phia trude. Khi Annabeth, Tyson va Grover dudi kip 01, t6i chi dimg nhin trén trdn
vao anh sang ban ngay dang chicu qua mot loat thanh xa trén dau t6i. Ching t6i dimg du6i mot tam i thép lam bang nhitng ong kim loai. Toi ¢6 the nhin
thay cdy va bau troi xanh trong & phia trén.

“Ching ta dang ¢ déu day?” Toi tu hoi.

Sau d6 mdt c4i bong pha khip cai ledi va mot con bo cti xubng nhin chiim chiim vao t6i. N6 trong nhu mdt con bo binh thudng trir méu 1ong rét la — mau
do tuoi nhur mdt qua anh dao. Toi chua bao gio biet bo lai cd ma

Con bo réng Ién, ngap ngimg dat mdt cai mong 1én tim hrdi, sau d6 bo di.

“Pay I tim hrdi ngiin gia stic,” Grover noi.

“Cai gi co?” t61 hoi.

“Neudi ta dat nd & cira néng trai vi thé nhitng con bo khéng thé ra ngoai. Chiing khong di dugc trén cac tim ludi nay.”

“Sao ciu biét didu d6?”

Grover git 1én day phan n. “Tin t& di, néu cau c6 mong gudc, cu s& biét vé cai ndy. Ching rét dang ghét!”

T6i quay sang Annabeth. “Chéng phai nit thin Hera da n6i gi d6 vé mdt nong trai sao? Chiing ta can kiém tra xem sao. Nico c6 thé dang & do.”
Annabeth ngin ngai. “Duoc rdi, nhung ching ta thoét ra bang cach ndo bay gid?”

Tyson giai quyét vn dé nay bang cach dap hai tay vio tAm hrdi ngin gia stic. N6 bat ra va vang di dau mét. Ching t6i nghe thay mot tiéng KENG! va tiéng
“Umbd!” do giat minh. Mzt Tyson do én.

“Xin 161, bo!” cau dy kéu kén.
Sau d6 Tyson nang ching t6i 1én khoi dudng him

That ra thi ching t61 hién dang ¢ trong nong trai. Nhimg qua ddi trai rong toi dudng chén tro, diém xuyét mot vai cay soi, xwong rong va da cudi. Mot hang
rao day thép gai tir cong chay theo hai huéng. Nhiing con bd mau anh dao dang nhén nho gdm cd xung quanh.

“Gia suc d0,” Annabeth n6i. “Gia stc clia mt troi.”

“Chiing i bo than ctia than Apollo.”

“Bo than u?”

“Chinh xac. Nhung ching dang lam gi...”

“Doi da,” Grover ndi. “Nghe di!”

Péu tién moi thir du yén dng .. nhung sau d6 t6i nghe thiy tiéng cho sta tir déng xa. m thanh d6 ngdy cang tré nén 16n hon. Rdi ¢6 tiéng sot soat trong bui

cdy, va hai con ch6 nhay ra. Nhung d6 khong phai i hai con ché — nd 1 mdt con ché hai dau. Trong n6 nhu mot con cho san tho voi thén hinh dai, cong
va c6 mdt miu ndu murot na, nhung ¢6 nd moc ra hai cai dau, va ca hai céi déu dang gam gir, him heé va nhin chung 1 khong vui vé gi k ching toi.



“Con cho ctia Janus xAu xa!” Tyson kéu lén.
“Gau!” Grover no6i voi n6 va gio mit tay 1én chao.

Con cho hai dAu nhe ring ra v6i Grover. Toi doan n6 ching thiy gi 4n tuong vé viée Grover c6 thé néi chuyén voi dong vat. Sau dé chi ctia con cho iach
di ra khoi rimg, va t6i nhan ra con ché chi la phan nhé nhét trong nhitng gi ching t6i sap phai ddi mt.

Anh ta 1a mdt tay cao bdi to 16n v&i méi toc bac hoan toan, doi mdt cai mii rom danh cho cao bdi, va rau cling mau tI"Zing 1ndt, kiu nhu Thin Thoi Gian, néu
Thén Thoi Gian bién thanh mdt anh chang da tréing nghéo nan va dang say thudc. Anh ta mic quin jeans va mt cai 4o phong ¢ hang chit Pimg 16i thoi voi
Texas va mdt cai 4o khoac denim khong tay dé 16 co bép. Trén bap tay bén phéi cé mot hinh x3m hai thanh kiém bét chéo. Anh ta cAm mdt cay dui cui ¢6
kich thudc bang dau tén lira hat nhan, véi nhimg chiéc gai nhon dai 15cm ¢ dau.

“Nam xuong, Orthus,” anh ta n6i voi con cho.

Con ché gim gir v6i ching toi mdt 1an nita nhur & t6 thai o rd rang, sau d6 di vong tron quanh chan ong chi. Ngudi dan ong nhin lén nhin xubng trong khi
van [am lam cay dui cui trong tay.

“Chiing ta c6 gi ddy nhi?” anh ta hoi. “An trom gia stic u?”

“Chi la du khéach thoi,” Annabeth tra 10i. “Chiing t6i dang di lam nhi¢m vy.”

Mt anh ta nheo lai. “Céc con lai 42

T6i bat dau ndi, “Sao anh biét...”

Annabeth cham vao canh tay t6i. “T6i i Annabeth, con géi nit thin Athena. DAy I Percy, con than Poseidon, thin rimg Grover va Tyson...”

“Cyclops,” nguoi dan ong két thiic cau ndi ctia Annabeth. “Diing vy, ta ¢6 thé thiy duoc diéu do.” Anh ta quéc mit nhin t0i. “Ta biét cac ngwoi | con lai
boi ta cling thé, nhoc con. Ta 1a Burytion, nguoi chin bo ¢ trang trai nay. Ta 14 con trai than Ares. Cac ngwoi cting di qua Mé Cung nhur ngudi kia, ta cho la
“Ngudi kia?” T6i hoi. “Y anh 1 Nico di Angelo?”

“Ching ta nhin thiy rét nhiéu khéch dén tir Mé Cung,” Eurytion ndi mjt cach mo hd. “Va khong méy ai ¢6 thé roi khoi ddy.”

“Oa,” t61 n61. “T6i thiy minh duoc chio dén ndng hau diy chir.”

Anh chang chéiin bo liéc ra phia sau keng minh nhur ¢6 ai dang theo ddi. Sau d6 anh ta ha giong, “Ta chi n6i mdt lan nay thdi, cac 4 than. Quay lai mé cung
ngay. Trude khi qua mudn.”

“Chiing t0i khong di dau ca,” Annabeth khing khang, “Cho dén khi chiing t6i trong thdy 4 than kia. Lam on!”
Eurytion lu bau. “Vay c¢6 da khong cho ta s ra chon ndo khéc. Ta phai dua cac nguoi dén gap ong chi.”

Toikhong co cam giac ching ti la con tin hay cai gi trong tw. Eurytion di bén canh ching t6i vdi cdy dui cui trén vai. Con choé hai dau Orthus gim gir sudt,
ngtri chin Grover va thinh thodng lai ban nhanh vao céc bui cay dé dudi theo con gi d6, nlung Eurytion ft nhi€u van kiém soét no.

C}u’mg t01 di Xu()i’ xuéng mit con du(‘)rgg dhtma duong nhu ctr kéo dai vo tan. N}lié'gdé ‘1én g?m 39’d(f) C, gifnqg 13 mot ot sbc sau San Francisco. Hoi néng
boc len tir mit dat. Con tring kéu ri ram trén cdy. Chura di dugce bao xa thi t6i da do mo hoi nhu tam. Rubi bau xung quanh ching t61. Trén dudng, cir
thinh thoang ching t61 lai thdy mdt bai quiy day bo do va nhirng con vét con ky la hon the. Ching t6i da bang qua mot bai quay dugc bao boc bang
amidng. Bén trong la mdt dan ngira phun hira. C6 kho trong méng ctia ching dang boc chay. Bét boc khoéi quanh chén ching, nhimg con ngira ¢6 ve duoc
thuan hda. Mot con ngua giong nhin t6i va hi In, nhitng ¢4t Kra d6 ryrc cudn cudn tir mili nd phun ra. T6i ban khozn liéu nhu vay n6 c6 dau xoang miii
khong nhi.

“Ching duoc nuoi lam gi vay?” t6i hoi.

Eurytion cau c6. “Ching t6i nudi cho nhiéu khéch hang khac nhau. Thén Apollo, thin Diomedes, Va... nhitng ngudi khc nita.”

“Laaia?’

“Khong héinita.”

Cubi ciing chiing t6i ciing ra khoi rimg, O trén mdt ngon ddi bén trén ching t6i [ mot ngdi nha trét In — duoc m tir da tréing, gd va céc cira s6 lon.
“Trng nhur mdt cong trinh ctia Frank Lloyd Wright(11)ay!” Annabeth thdt 1én.

Toi doan b Ay dang ndi vé mot thir gi d6 lién quan dén kién tric. Vi toi, n6 gidng mdt noi co thé gy rac rdi cho mdt vai a thin hon. Ching t6i bat dau leo
1én doi.



“Khong duoc pha canh béo khi ching t6i leo bic thém din dén méi hién trude. “Khong danh nhau. Khong sir dung vii khi. Va khong duoc binh ludn vé vé
ngoai cta dng chil.”

“Tai sa0?” ti hoi. “Trong 6ng ta nhur thé nao?”

Trude khi Eurytion kip tra 1oi, mdt giong ndi la cat lén, “Chao mimg dén Nong trai BA G.”

Nguoi dan ong dimg & méi hién c6 mdt cai dau binh thurong, that 14 nhe ca nguoi Mat ong ta dai dAu mira néing va rammng do nhiéu néim & dui anh ning
mit troi. Ong ta c6 méi toc den bong va b ria con kién den nhur nhing nhan vat phan dién trong cac bo phim xua. Ong ta mim cudi voi ching t6i, nhung
d6 khong phai 13 nu cudi than thién; ma 1 mdt ny cudi thich thy, kiéu nhur O trod, lai ¢6 thém nhidu ngudi nita dé tra tin dy!

Mac du vay, tmkhongrmt nhiéu thoi gian suy nghi, boi ngay sau do toi chiy dén co thé ong ta... khong, I nhig co thé cia ong ta. Ong ta ¢6 ba co thé.
Céc banco thé nghi ring t6i da quen v6i nhitng co thé ki la sau khi gip Janus va Briares, nhung nguoi dan 6ng nay ¢6 dén ba co thé hoan chinh. C6 6ng ta
gin voi ngure & gitta mdt cach binh thrdng, nhung dng ta ¢ thém hai bd ngwre nita, ndi vao hai vai, cdch phén nguc giita chi mot vai phan. Tay trdi cla éng
ta moc ra tir ngyc trai, va tay phai tir ngure phai, nhu vy ong ta 6 hai tay nhung toi bén nach, ncu dleu‘do mang lai mit y nghia nao do. Ca ba bo nguc
déu ndi voi mot thin minh d6 s, hai chan binh thudng nhung rat e hrdng, va 6ng ta méc mot chiée quén jeans hiéu Levis ¢& lon nhat t6i timg thay. Moi
bd ngue mic mdt ci do phong khac nhau — xanh Ia cdy, vang, d6 — trong nhu dén hiéu giao thdng, To6i ban khoan vé cach 6ng ta méc 4o cho bd nguc &
giita, boi khdng c6 canh tay ndo moc ra tir d6 ca.

Anh chang chian bo Eurytion huych vao t6i. “Hay chao ngai Geryon di.”

“Xin chao,” 161 noi. “Ngue dep déy — woa, nong trai! Ong ¢6 mOt ndng trai that tuyét!”

Trude khi ngudi dan ong cé ba co thé kip tra 10, Nico di Angelo budc ra tir cira kinh di ra mi hién. “Geryon, ta s& khong doi...”

Nico sitng lai khi nhin thiy ching t6i. Sau do cau ta rat kiém ra. Ludi kiém giéng nhur c4i t6i d4 nhin thiy trong gidc mo: ngiin, séc, va den nhur bong dém.
Geryon ham he khi nhin thay thanh kiém “Cat n6 di, cau di Angelo. T6i s& khong dé cac vi khach ctia minh chém giét 1An nhauNhung do 1...”

“Percy Jackson,” Geryon n6i. “Annabeth Chase. Va hai nguoi ban quéi vat cia ho. Ta biét.”

“Nhirng nguoi ban quai vat u?” Grover kip lai diy phin nd.

“Ong kia dang nic ba chiéc o phong,” Tyson ndi, nhur thé cau 4y chi vira méi nhan ra diéu nay.

“Chiing da dé chi gai t6i chét!” Giong ctia Nico run Ién vi gidn dit. “Chiing dén day dé giét toi!”

“Nico, bon anh khong dén day dé giét em” Toi dura hai tay lén. “Nhing gi da xay ra véi Bianca B...”

“Khong duoc goi tén chi y! Nguoi thAm chi khong ximg déng dé ndi vé chi dy!”

“Ché mdt phit.” Annabeth chi vio Geryon. “Sao 6ng biét tén ching t6i?”

Nguoi dan 6ng ¢6 ba co thé nhay mét. “Viéc cua ta | cn phai biét 16 moi viéc, ¢6 bé a. Thinh thoang lai c6 mbt s ngudi xuét hién thinh finh ¢ nong trai.
Moi nguoi déu can mot cai gi o tir lao Geryon nay. Gio thi, cau di Angelo, cat thanh kiém xau xi d6 di trude khi ta goi Eurytion turde no khdi tay cau.”
Eurytion thé dai, nhung van néng cay dui cui ddy gai 1én. Dudi chan anh ta, con Orthus cit tiéng gim gir.

Nico do du. Trong cau ta iy va xanh hon so vdi cdu Ay trong bire thong dicp Iris. Toi ban khoan liéu cau ta ¢ an ubng gi sudt tuan qua hay khong. Bo
quan 4o den bam day bui ttr viéc di lai trong Mé Cung, va d6i niit den day ray sy han thii. Cau ta con qua tré dé trong c6 vé gidn dit den vay. Toi van nhd
hinh anh cua dtra tré vui vé choi voi nhitng quan bai ma thuét.

Cau nhéc mién cudng tra kiém vao vo. “Percy, néu nguoi dam lai gin ta, ta s& goi nguoi gitip do. Ngwoi s& khong mudn gip nhimg ngudi gitip do ta déu,
ta hira d4y.”

“Anh tin ma,” t6i noi.

Geryon v vao vai Nico. “Ddy, 6n ca roi. Di ndo, moi nguroi. Toi mudn moi ngudi di thim mdt vong quanh néng trai.”

Geryon ¢6 chiéc xe dién— giong mot trong s nhimg chlec tau ti hon dua ban di vong quanh vuron thi. N6 dugc son mau den va tréing voi hoa tiét da bo.
Nguoi i xe c6 mot cap simg dai gan trén capo, va tiéng coi xe nghe nhur tleng chudng deo & ¢b bo vay. Toi nghi ¢6 thé day 1 cach 6ng ta hanh ha moi
ngudi. Ong ta im ngudi ta xiu hd dén chét khi di dao quanh trén mot chiée xe ¢6 hinh dang mdt con bo.

Nico ngdi tut lai & ghé sau cing, dércc') thé canh chimg ching toi. Eurytion bo vao pgéi bén canh cdu ta véi cméc dui cui day gai va kéo cai mii cao bdi qua
mit nhu theé dang tranh thi chgp mat mot 1at. Con Orthus nhdy vao dang trude ngdi canh Geryon va hai cai dau bat dau cing nhau stia mdt cach vui vé.

Annabeth, Tyson, Grover va tdi ngdi vao hai hang ghé giira.



“Ching t6i la mbt doanh nghiép khong 16! Geryon khoe khoang khi chiéc xe hinh con bo Fic hr tién vé trurde. “Phin 16n 1 ngwa va gia stic, nhung con co
tat ca cac loai ky di khac nira.”

Ching ti bang qua mdt ngon doi, va Annabeth ha hdc miéng kinh ngac, “Hippalektryon u? Toi twong ching da tuyét ching roil”

Duéi chin ddi la mdt bai co duoc rao chin, bén trong c6 khoang mdt chuc con vat ki la nhét m t6i timg thiy. Phén dﬁq ctia ching 14 ngwa va phin saula
g trong. Chan sau ctia ching 1 nhimg mong vuot mau vang khong 16. Chimg c6 16ng dudi va canh mau do. Toi trong thay hai con dang danh nhau dé tranh
gianh mot dong hat. Ching dng bang chan sau, hi Ién va dap canh vao nhau dén khi con nho hon chiu thua chay di voi d6i chan sau hoi khdp khieng,

“Ké& mii bé nho,” Tyson thét én dly ngac nhién. “Ching c6 dé trimg khong?”

“Mbi nam mdt Jan!” Geryon cudi toét miéng trong gwong chiéu hau. “Ngudi ta rét thich Ay trimg nay m mon &p 1t day!”

“Kinh khing!”” Annabeth kéu Ién. “Hn 1 ching sdp bi tuyét ching!”

Geryon vay tay. “Vang i vang chir cd bé. Va ¢6 bé ciing chura ném thir mon 6p 1ét ma.”

“Nhung diéu d6 khong ding,” Grover im bam, nhung Geryon tiép tuc thuyét trinh chuyén di.

“Gio thi 6 dépg kia,” ong ta ndi, “ching ta ¢ nhirmg con ngira phun Itra, ¢6 1€ moi ngwdi da nhin thiy trén dudng vao trang trai. Duong nhién, ching duoc
nhan giong dé ding trong chién tranh.”

“Chién tranh nao?” Toi héi.

Geryon cuoi toét miéng mdt cach quy quyét. “A, bt cir cude chién tranh ndo xay ra. Va & dang xa kia, tat nhién ki nhimg con bd d6 quy gia.”
Phai rdi, hang trim con bd mau anh dio dang gim cd & swon doi.

“Nhiéu qua,” Grover ni.

“Ping vay, irm, than Apollo qua ban dé chim lo cho ching,” Geryon giai thich, “vi thé ngai 4y da trao viée d6 cho chung toi. Chiing t6i nudi dudng cho
chiing that manh khoe vi ngudi ta cling ¢6 nhu caw.”

“Vé diéu gi?”

Geryon nhudn may. “TAt nhién 12 thit! Quéan doi cAn dn thit.”

“Ong giét nhitng con bo thiéng cta than it troi dé kxm mon thit cho mon banh hammburger sa0?” Grover néi. “Nhur vay 1 pham vao cac diéu luat ¢d.”
“Dlmg tirc gidn nhu vay, thin rimg, Chiing chi a dong vat thoi ma.”

“Chi la dong vat!”

“Phai, va néu Apollo quan tam, hdn a 6ng ta da Ién tiéng rdi.”

“Néu 6ng ta biét duoc didu d6,” t61 lim bam

Nico chbm ngudi Ién phia trude. “Téi khong quan tim dén nhitng diéu ndy, Geryon. Ching ta ¢6 chuyén cn ban, va khong phai 1 nhitng thir nay.”

“Con sémmy, cdu di Angelo. Nhin ra déng ndy nay: mt vai trd choi tuyét voi cla ta.”

Cénh dong tiép theo durgc boc day thép gai, noi nhimg con bo cap khdng 16 bo 16m ngdm trén ca mot ving rong Ion.

“Nong Trai Ba G,” t61 ndi, va dot nhién nho dénmot didu g do. “DAu hiéu ctia ong c6 trén nhitng cai thimg & trai. Quintus da léy nhitng con bo cap tir chd
ong”

“Quintus...” Geryon suy tu. “Toc bac, ngz“m, vam v, kiém s

“Phai rdi.”

“Chura bao gid nghe vé 6ng ta,” Geryon néi. “Nao, by gior 1 nhimg chudng ngwra quy gi4 ciia ta! Céc ban phéi thiy ching!”

To6i khong can trong thiy ching, boi ngay khi ching t6i dén gin trong khoang cach géq ba trdm met, t0i da nguri thay mili ctia ching. Gan bor ctia mdt con
song mau xanh lye la mbt bai quy ngwa c6 kich ¢ mot san bong, Cac chudng ngyra nam vé mot bén. Khoang mdt tram con ngira dang an trén mot dong
phan chudng — va khi ti n6i 1 phan chudng, y 161l phan ngira. D6 la thir dang ghé tom nhit ma toi timg thay, gidng nhur mdt mjt con bdo phéan vira di qua

va dé lai mot luong hon mit met nhirng thr banthlunayclntrongrmtdem Nhitng con ngya thire sy g6m gudc khi 16i qua do, va nhitng ci chudng ngira
ciing t& khong kém. Ban khong thé tin duoc n6 bde mii ndng néic nhur thé ndo — con kinh hon nhitng con thuyén ché réc trén Séng Dong.

Ngay ca Nico ciing non khan. “Cai gi day?”



“Chudng ngura ciia ta!” Geryon noi. “A, thue ra ching thudc vé& Aegeas, nhung chiing ta trong chirng ching va duoc trd mot khoan phi nho hang théang
Ching khong dang yéu sao?”

“Ching that tém lgm!” Annabeth noi.

“Nhiéu phan qua,” Tyson nhin va noi.

“Sao cac ngudi co thé nudi gia stc kiéu nhur thé nay?” Grover kéu lén.

“Céc ciu dang lim ta phat cau ddy,” Geryon n6i. “Chiing 1 ngyra an thit, hiéu khong? Chiing thich séng nhur thé nay!”

“Hon nita, ngai qué keo kiét nén khong mudn thué ngudi rira chudng cho ching,” Eurytion lim bdm bén dui cai mii ctia anh ta.

“Im ngay!” Geryon git Ién. “Pugc 1di, ¢6 1€ nhimg chudng ngra thé ndy hoi khé rira sach. C6 18 ching ciing khién ta budn ndn khi gi6 thdi ngroc chidu.
Nhung the thi c6 sao? Khach hang cua ta van tra ta hiu hinh.”

“Khach hing nao?” Toi hoi

“0, ciu s& ngac nhién khi biét ¢ bao nhiéu nguoi mudn tré tién dé c6 mdt con ngya &n thit. Ching | nhimg cai méy nghién réc tuyét voi. Mot céch hay dé
doa nat ké thu. Rat tuyét trong céc bira sinh nhét! Ching duoc thué thuong xuyén day.”

“Ong ding | quy dit,” Annabeth két luan.
Geryon cho dimg chiéc xe bo lai va quay sang nhin Annabeth. “Céi gi d4 n6i Ién diéu d6? La ba co thé u?”
“Ong phai tha nhitng con vit ndy ra,” Grover noi. “Lam thé ndy 1 khong ding!”

“Va nhimg khach hang ma ong khoe khoang,” Annabeth noi. “Ong lam viéc cho Kronos ding khng? Ong cung cp cho quan doi ctia Kronos ngura, thit,
va bat ky céi gi ho can.”

Geryon nhin vai. Diéu ny that ki di boi ong ta c6 déq ba d6i vai. Trong nhu 6ng ta dang tw minh lam nhitng dot song. “Ta lam viéc cho ngudi nao ¢6 tién,
quy c0 a. Ta la mdt thurong nhan. Va ta ban cho ho bat ki céi gi ta ¢6 d¢ ban.”

Ong ta tréo ra khoi chiéc xe va di b dén chd chudng ngua nhur dé hit ther khong khi trong knh. Péng 1€ d6 da 1 mot khung canh dep, voi dong song,
nhitng qua doi, cay xanh, néu khong c6 bai lay phan ngya kia.

Nico ra khoi phia sau xe va nhao dén chd Geryon. Tay chan bo Eurytion thuc sy khong bun ngti nhur vé ngoai. Héin nhdc cdy dii cui Ién va theo sau Nico.
“Toi dén day c6 viéc, Geryon,” Nico n6i. “Va 6ng chua tra 101 to1.”

“Um” Geryon ngim nghia ti mi mt ciy xuwong rong. Canh tay trai ctia ong ta voi ra va i nguc gitta. “Phéi, ching ta s& thoa thuan, dugc rdi.”

“Con ma ctia t0i ndi ring ong c6 thé gitip. Han ndi ong c6 thé dan ching t6i dén linh hon ching t6i cin.”

“Poi mdt chut,” t6i n6i. “Toi tudng t6i 1 linh hon cau can.”

Nico nhin t6i nhur mot ké tam thin. “Ngwoi? Tai sao ta lai can ngwoi? Linh hon ctia Bianca dang gia gip ngan lan linh hon ctia ngwoi! Gior thi, Geryon, 6ng
¢6 gitp t61 duge hay khong?”

‘O, ta nghila ta c6 thé,” tén cha ndng trai noi. “Nhan dy, con ma ban cdu, né dau 0i?”
Nico t6 vé kho chiu. “Hén ta khong thé hién hinh dudi anh sang ban ngay. Diéu dé rit kho. Nhung héin chi & quanh day thoi”
Geryon cudi. “Ta chic 1 vay. Minos thich bién mét khi moi viée trd nén... kho khan.”

“Minos?” Téi nhé lai ngudi dan 6ng t6i trong thiy trong gidc mo, véi mdt chiéc virong mién vang, rau nhon, va anh mit doc 4c. “Y cdu i 6ng vua tan bao
do6 u? Do 1a con ma da cho cau 161 khuyén a?”

“Khong phdi viéc ctia nguoi, Percy!” Nico quay lai phia Geryon. “Va y éng 14 gi khi n6i moi vi¢c khé khin hon?”
Nguoi dan 6ng c6 ba co thé the dai. “A, cau théy déy, Nico — ta goi cdu Ia Nico duge chir?”
6K}161]g9’

“Céau théy déy, Nico, Luke Castellan d2 treo thudng rAt nhidu tién 48 léy mang cac 4 thn. Dic biét 1 cac 4 thin c6 strc manh. VA ta chic ré.ng khi hén ta
biét duge bi mit nh clia cau, rang cu thit sy 13 ai, thi han ta s& tra rat, rat hau hinh day.”

Nico rit kiém ra, nhung Eurytion dép 16 roi khoi tay cau ta. Trude khi toi kip dimg lén, con Orthus vo Ky nguc t6i va gam gir, hai cai dau ctia n chi cach



mat tdi co vai phan.

“Néu i céc cau, t6i s& ngdi nguyén trong xe,” Geryon canh céo. “Néu khong con Orthus s& xé toac hong ctia Jackson ra ddy. Gio thi, Eurytion, phién cau
wvui long, giam Nico lai.”

Ga chiin bo nhd nurée bot xudng bai ¢o. “Toi phai m nhu vy sao?”

“Diing viy, thiing ngbc a!”

Eurytion tréng c6 vé chan churong, nhung anh ta quang mot ban tay Ion qua ngudi Nico va nhéc bdng cdu ta 1én nhu mot tén do vat.
“Nhat c4 thanh kiém Ién nita,” Geryon n6i voi vé ghé tom. “Chéng c6 thir gi khién ta ghét hon [ thép Ky tir song Styx.”

Eurytion nhat thanh kiém én, cn than dé khdng cham vao ludi ctia né.

“Gior thi,” Geryon ho hoi, “chiing ta da két thic chuyén tham nong trai. Bay gio s& quay vé nha nghi, an trira va giri mdt thong diép Iris dén nhitng nguoi ban
trong ddi quan Titan ctia chiing ta.”

“Ong 1 quy st!” Annabeth kéu kén.

Geryon cudi voi co 4y. “Pimg o, co gai tré yéu quy a. Mot khi ta giao ra di Angelo, ¢4 va ddmban minh 6 thé di. Ta khong can thiép vao cac cudc tim
kiém Hon nita, ta duoc tra hau hinh & moi ngudi di qua ddy an toan, nhung ta e 1 giao dich d6 khong kém theo phéan cau Angelo.”

“Ai tra tién cho 6ng?” Amnabeth ni. “°Y 6ng 1 gi?”

“Khong c6 gi hét, cd gai a. Ching ta di thoi chi?”

“Poi dal” Toi n6i, va con Orthus thi gAm ghé. Toi ngdi bat dong dé tranh viée né s& xé toac ¢b hong ti. “Geryon, 6ng n6i dng ki mdt thuong nhan. Cing
61 giao kéo nhé!”
Geryon nheo mit. “Giao kéo gi co? Cau c6 vang khong?”’

“T6i ¢6 thir con tot hon. Hang d6i hang.”

“Nhung céu Jackson, cau khong c6 gica.”

“Nigai c6 thé bao cau ta quét don chudng ngwra.” Eurytion goi y mdt cach “hdn

“To6i s& am viée nay!” t6i noi. “Néu toi thit bai, ong duoc tit ca ching t6i. Ong ¢6 thé ban ching t6i cho Luke iy vang”

“Ctr cho Ia i ngya s& khong an thit cau,” Geryon nhin quanh.

“Di thé ndo 6ng ciiing da c6 nhitng ngudi ban cta toi 1o, t6i ndi. “Nhung néu toi thanh cong, ong phai tha tit ca ching t6i, ké ca Nico.”
“Khong!” Nico hét Ién. “Ta khong cn nguoi im on im phudc, Percy. Ta khong cin ngwoi gitp!”

Geryon cudi khing khye. “Percy Jackson, nhing chudng ngyra kia khong dugc co rira hing ngin nam nay rdi... méic di ding 1 ta ¢6 theé 6 bén duge
nhiéu khong gian hon trong chuong ngyra néu tat ca dong phan kia duoc don di.”

“Vay ong c6 gi dé mit nao?”

Lio chi trang trai ngap ngimg. “Duoc rdi, ta chip nhan 16i & nghi ctia cau, nhung cau phéi lim xong trude khi mét troi kin. Néu cau tht bai, ban ciu s& bi
ban, va ta s€ trd nén giau cd.”

“XOI]g!”
Ong ta git d4u. “Ta s& mang cac ban cdu vé nha nghi. Ching ta s& doi & d6.”

Eurytion ném cho t0i mdt céi nhin hai hude. D6 ¢6 thé 1 sy cam thong, Han hugit sdo, va con Orthus nhéy khoi nguri t6i rdi leo én dii Annabeth. C6 4y la
1én 0ai o4i. T61 biet Tyson va Grover s€ chang ddm lam gi chirng ndo Annabeth con Ia con tin.

Toi ra khoi xe va khoa mit voi co dy mot lic.
“Té hy vong cu biét minh s& Am gi,” ¢ Ay n6i khé.
“Té ciing hy vong nhur thé.”

Geryon ngdi sau v king. Eurytion 16i Nico vao ghé sau.



“Trude khi mét troi lan,” Geryon nhéc lai véi toi. “Khong dugc mudn hon.”
Ong ta cuoi v6i t6i mdt lan nita, bam chiéc coi co am diéu nhu tiéng chudng luc lac trén ¢d bo va chiée xe bo ram rim chay xudng khoi con dudng mon.
Ban dang doc truyén Percy Jackson Tdp 4. Cudc Chién Chén Meé Cung dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full . Net.

Chuong 9
T6i mét hy vong khi nhin thiy ring cua I ngira.

Khi t6i st hing 0 hon, 0i téim 40 so mi che lén miii dé chan bot mii hoi thi. Mot con ngwa duc 10i qua ving ky va hudng vé i, hi lén nhing tiéng gian
dir. N6 nhe ring ra, hAm ring y nhu rang gau.

T6i ¢b thdm ndi chuyén v6i no.

Toi c6 thé ndi chuyén véi hau hét moi con ngya.

Chéo, t6i ndi. Toi chuén bi don chuéng cho cac cau. Piéudd tuyét da?iy cha?

Pung vay! Con ngira néi. Vao déy di! Tao s& an may! A thin c6 vé ngon déy!

Nhung t6i 1 con trai ciia thdn Poseidon, ti phan dbi. Ong 4y tao ra loai ngwa ddy.

Théng thurong thi cau ndi d6 s& gitp t6i duoc dbi xir nhu VIP trong thé gidi loai ngwa, nhung lin nay thi khong,

Pung rdi! Con ngya hio himg dong tinh. Poseidon ciing cir vao day! Ching tao s& an ca hai! Hai san!

Hai san! Nhitng con ngura khac phy hoa theo khi chiing 16i qua canh ddng. Tiéng rudi vo vo khéip noi, va nhiét do lic - ndy lm cho mii béc én ching d&
chiu chit nao. Toi loang thoang ¢6 vai y tuong dé thure hién nhiém vu nay, vi toi nhé Hercules da thyre hién nd nhur thé ndo. Anh ta da dao mdt cai kénh cho
song chay vao rira sach chudng ngwa va thoat mrde ciing theo duong do. Toi nghi toi cling ¢o thé diéu khién duoc mrdc. Nhung toi khong t thé t6i gan ki
ngya mi khong bi ching chén, d6 mdi la vAn dé. Va dong song thi lai thip hon cai chudng ngwa, xa hon nhiéu s0 Vi turong tuong cuia toi, gan nira dam
Vén d& vi dbng phan ngira c6 vé khong don gian. Toi nhit mot céi xéng gi sét 1én va thir xtc mot it d4t & chd gin hang rao. Tuyét. Chi cin xtc khoang

bén ti lan nita [ xong!

Mat troi dang lin dan. T6i chi con nhiéu’nhérl‘t la vai gio nira. Va t6i quyét dinh dong sng i niém hy vong duy nhét ctia ti. {t nhét thi suy nghi canh bos song
ciing dé hon 14 ding day ma nghi. T6i bat dau di xuong chan doi.

Khi t6i boy song, t6i thdy mot ¢6 gai dang dimg doi toi. Co Ay dang miic quén jeans va 4o phong mau xanh 14, Mai téc nau dai ciia ¢6 duge bén véi mot loai
¢6 moc bo song. Mit ¢ gai toat 1én vé lanh ing, C6 ta dimg khoanh hai tay trudc ngyc.

<0, khong, cau khong duoc lam thé,” co gai noL.

To6i nhin ¢ ta cham chi. “C6 1a nit thity than sa0?”

C5 ta tron miét. “Duong nhién rdi!

“Nhung c6 n6i tiéng Anh. Lai ching & dudi nrde gi ca.”

“Sao? Cau khong nghii 4 t6i ¢6 thé bién thanh con nguoi néu mubn 42

T6i chura bao gioy nghi dén chuyén do. Pai loai la toi cam thay thét ngo ngan, nhung vi lic ¢ Trai Con Lai t6i da gap vo s6 thity thn, va ho chang lim gi
khac ngoai viée cudi khic khich va vAy tay chao 6i tir dudi day hd chira xudng,

“Nghe ndy,” t6i noi, “t6i chi toi day dé yéu cau...”

“Toi biét ciu a ai,” ¢d géi n6i. “Va t0i bict cAu can gl Va cAu tré ki | Khong! Toi s& khong cho phép cdu ding dong song ctia t0i dé tiy rira céi chudng
do day d6 mdt lan nira.”

“Nhung...”

“Thoi i, cau bé dai duong. Tuyp nguc‘ri‘thz‘in-dai duong nhur cu luén nghit minh quan trong hon méy dong song bé xiu kia rattttttt nhiéu lin dung khong?
Viy dé t0i noi voi cau nghe nhé, thily than niy s& khong Iii bude chi vi cha cdu i than Poseidon dau. Pay I lanh dia cta nude ngot, thira ciu chu. Gan day
nhat c6 mit g yéu cau toi chuyén nay — &, anh ta trong dep trai hon cu nhi€u, anh ta da thuyét phuc dugce t6i, va do 1a sai lam 1én nhat ma t6i mac phai!


http://ebookfull.net

Cau c6 biét dong phan ngura d6 da khién hé sinh thai ctia t6i trd thanh thé nao khong? Cau thiy i co glong mot cai cdy tudi bang nude cong khong? Ca
cta t0i s& chét. Toi s& khong bao gio lim cho dbng phan d6 bién khoi cac loai thue vét ctia toi. Toi s& dm trién mién hét nim ndy qua nim khac. KHONG,
CAM ON!”

Cach noi cua c0 ta lam t6i nhé dén nguoi ban cua t6i, Rachel Elizabeth Dare — kiéu nhu thé ¢ ta dang ding tir ngit ddm vao mit t6i vay. Toi khong thé
trach c6 thity than ay. Gid nghi dén vi€c d6, dung la t6i cling s€ phat dién néu ai d6 d6 hai tan phan vao nha minh. Tuy nhién...

“Céc ban t6i dang gip nguy hiém” t6i bao ¢6 ta.

“U, diéu do thét t&! Nhung ddy khong phéi viéc ciia t6i. Va ciu ciing khong duroc hity hoai dong séng ciia to1.”

C6 ta trong nhur thé sén sang dénh nhau vay. Hai tay ¢6 néim thanh nam dm, nhung hinh nhur t5i nghe thdy ¢6 i run run trong giong ndi ciia ¢ ta. Dot
nhién t6i nhén ra rang méc du gién dit, ¢6 ta so 6. C6 & ¢ ta nghi t6i sap stra danh ¢6 ta dé gianh quyén kiém soat dong song, va ¢4 ta so rang minh s&
that ba

Suy nghil d6 khién t6i rat budn. Toi cam giac minh nhur mdt ké chuyén bt nat, con trai ctia thin Poseidon di bat nat khap noi vay.

Toi ngf‘)i Ién géc clia mdt cai cay bi dén. “Pugc rdi, ¢d t}k’ing,”

Nir thity thén nhin t6i d4y kinh ngac. “That khong?”’

“Toi khong dinh chién du v6i co. Dy i dong song cia co.”

Cb ghi budng long hai vai. “Oi, t6t 161, ¥ t6i la... t6t cho cau!”

“Nhung cac ban t6i va t6i s& bi ban cho Titans néu t6i khong co sach nhitng c4i chudng ngwa do trrde khi mét troi Bin. Va t6i khong biét phéi lam thé nao.”
Dong séng chiy réc rach mot cach vui mirng, Mot con rén truon trong murde va ric dau xubng dudi. Cubi cing, nit thity than tho dai.

“T6i s& n6i cho cau mdt bi mat, con trai than bién a. Hay voc mdt it dt lén.”

“Sao co?”
“Cau nghe thay roi diy.”

Toi ctii xubng va voe mot ndm dit Texas 1én. N6 ¢6 mau den, khd va xen lan nhimg vién d4 nho xiu miu tring.. Khong, cai gi d6 khong phai i da.

“D6 14 vo 80, nit thity than n6i. “Vo so hoa da. Hang triéu nam trudic, con trude ca thoi cac vi than, khi chi 6 Gaia va Ouranos trj vi, ving dat nay nim
bén dudi nude. N6 1a mdt phan cta dai duong.”

Dot nhién t6i hiéu ra nhing gi ¢6 Ay mubn n6i. Trong tay t6i i nhitng manh vun cta loai nhim bién ngaty xua, vo ctia loai dong vt thin mém. Ngay ca d4
voi cling ¢ dau vét ctia vd so trén do.

“Pugc 161, t6i ni. “Vay diéu do thi gitp duoc gi cho t6i2”

“Cau ciing ching khéc toi d may, 4 than. Ngay ca khi t6i én khoi mit nurde thi nude van & trong co thé t6i. D6 1 ngudn sdng ciia t61.” Co gai budc i lai,
dét chan xudng nude va mim cudi. “Toi hy vong cdu s€ tim dugc cach ctru céc ban ctia minh.”

Va cing lic ¢6 ta héa thanh nurée, bién vao dong song,

Mgt trdi da cham dén dinh doi khi t0i quay vé v6i iy cai chudng ngya. Chédc hn da c6 ai d6 di qua va cho lii ngyra an, vi ching dang xAu vao can xé
nhiing céi xac dong vat khong 16. Toi khong biet d6 1a thit ctia nhitng con gi, va tdi cling chang muon biet. Néu mdt dicu gi d6 ¢6 thé khien cho chudng
ngua tré nén kinh tdm hon, thi 6 chinh 1 viéc ndm muroi con ngwra dang xau x¢é nhiing tang thit tuoi.

Hai san! mdt con ngyra nghi vay khi n trong thiy ti. Vao day! Ching tao van con dang doi.

Toi phai im gl bay gio? Toi khong thé ding nude song. Va sur thétt 12 noi nity timg chim dudi myre nurée bién mot trigu ném trudc ciing chéng gitp gi duge
161 lic ndy. Tdi nhin cai vo so nho da voi hda trong tay, sau d6 nhin nii phan khong 16 do6.

Nan Iong, t6i ném cai vo so vao cai dong phan d6. Khi dang dinh quay hrng vé phia nhitng con ngura thi t6i nghe thiy mot 4m thanh.
PHIIIIII! Nhur 1 tiéng mdt qua bong bi thing va xi hoi vay.

T6i nhin xudng noi t6i da ném cai vo so. Mot tia murdc nhé xiu phun ra tir chd dong phén.

“Khong thé ndo,” t6i im bim.

Hoi ngai ngan, t61 budc vé phia hang rao. “Ldn lén ndo,” t6i ndi vdi tia nude.



POP!

Nude ban lén cao gan dén mot mét va tiép tuc sti bot. Pidu nay 1 khong thé, nhung né da xay ra. Mot vai con ngya t6i kiém tra tinh hinh, Mot con t6i dua
mom vao dong nude, nhung n6 git i lai.

Eo! N6 no6i. Man qua!

D6 ] nurée bien ¢ giita mdt ndng trai mién Texas ndy. Toi dao mot xéng dét nira én va nhat nhimg v so hoa thach ra. Toi khong thuc sy hiu minh dang
lam gi, nhumg t6i chay doc theo chi€u dai ctia chudng ngira, virt nhiing céi v so vao dong phan cao ngit. Bat cir noi ndo vo so roi xuong, mot dong nude
man lai xuat hién.

Dirng lai! Nhitng con ngua la én. Thit t5t! Tam xau!

Ré,i t6i nhan ra nu6e khong chay ra ngoai chudng hay chay Xufmg (}6c nhur thong thirong. N6 chi sti bot in tén va chim xubng long dit, dem theo nhitng
chat thai ban thiu. Pong phan ngyra bi phan hity trong nude bién, dé lai 16p dat wét binh thuong trude day.

“Nira di!” Toi hét len.

Toi cam thiy c6 céi gi nhoi Ién trong rudt, va nhimg dong nude tung ra nhu mdt tramrira xe I6n nhat thé gi6i vay. Nude mubi tung 1én cao t6i ném, sau mot.
Lii ngwra nhu phét dién, chay t6i chay ui khi mach nude phun chiing & khép cac hudng. N phan ngyra dang tan dan nhu bang tan vay.

Cam gidc nhoi nhoi cang Iic cang manh hon, thim chi con hoi dau nita, nhung duoc nhin nhig dong nuée bién d6 khién t6i thich thi vo cing, Chinh t6i da
lamra nd. To6i da dem ca dai duong dén véi suon doi nay.

Dirng lai, chiia t&! Mot con ngura kéu Ién. Xin hdy dimng lai!

Gi¢ thi nuée da knh lang khép noi. Nhiing con ngua w6t sting, mot s con dang hoang hdt va truot ngi trén déng bim. Péng phé thai da hoan toan bién
mat, ca tan phin tan bién vao long dat, va gio thi nhitng dong nude dang tip hop lai, chay ra khoi chudng va tao thanh hang tram dong nude nhd do ra
song.

“Durng lai,” t6i ra 1énh cho nuréc.

Chéing c6 chuyén gi xay ra. Rudt t0i bt dau dau. Néu t6i khong nhanh ngiin dugc mach nuée phun, nurde miin s& do ra song va am ton throng I ¢4 va
thure vat song dudi do.

“Durng lai!” Téi tap trung hét strc manh dé ngit di strc manh ciia mrdc bién,

Dot nhién nhimg mach nurée chAm dirt. Toi quy sup xuong va kiét strc. Trude mt toi la mot chudng ngra sach s& va sang bong, mjt ddng co day bin min
w6t dAm, va ndm muroi con ngyra dugc co rira k§ cang dén ndi bo 16ng ching anh 1én. Ngay ca nhitng manh thit vun mic ¢ ring ching ciing bi rira troi luon.

Chiing t61 s& khong an cau! Lii ngyra van nai. Cau xin day, chia t€! Khong muon tam nudc muoi lan nira dau!

“Véi mot dicu kién,” t61 noi. “Tir g trd di cac nguroi chi dugc an thire an ma quan 1y dem cho. Khong phéi an thit nguoi. Néu khong tao s& quay lai voi
"’

nhiéu v so hon déy!

Lii ngwa hi vang va hira voi t6i hét diéu nayy dén diéu khéc, rang tir gior tro di chimg s& l nhitng con ngyra an thit ngoan ngoéin, nhung t6i khong ¢6 himg tha
6 lai dé chuyén phiem Mat troi dang lan. T6i quay lung va chay hét toc d vé phia nha trai.

Toi da ngiri thiy mii thit nrdng trurde khi kip bude vao nha, va didu d6 lam i dién tiét hon bao gior hét, boi t6i yéu mon thit mréng

Phén hién nha d dugc bay bién sin cho budi tiéc. Bang gidy miu va bong bong dugc trang tri n rao chin. Geryon dang lat nhimg nhimg mleng thit ding
trong mon hamburger trén mot cai lo muréng lon lam tir thing dung dau. Eurytion thi tho thin chd ban an, ding dao cit mong tay. Con ché hai dAu ngiri ngiri
¢hd xwong sudn va thit dang ndm trén vi mrong Va 10i t6i nhin thiy céc ban ciia minh: Tyson, Grover, Annabeth, va Nico, tit c4 déu bi ném viao mdt goc,
chan tay bi tréi lai nhu gia stc chod nguoi ta dong dau, va miéng thi bi nhét ging,

“Tha ho ra!” Toi gao Ién trong khi vin dang th khong ra hoi vi phai chay kén ddc.

' 2

“T6i da don sach chudng ngra roi!

Geryon quay sang. Trén mbi phan nguc cta han a mot cai tap d&, mbi mit cdi 6 mot chi, vi thé ta c6 thé doc duoc dong chir: HON — BEP — TRUONG
khi ndi ba chit d6 lai voi nhau. “That a, bay gio a? Lam sao nguoi ¢6 thé lam duoc dieu d6?”

T6i nong rudt vo ciing, nhung van ké lai cho hin nghe.
Hin gt g hai long. “Rét chan that. Nhung néu nguoi ha doc con nhéc thity than phién nhidu d6 thi con tot hon nhiéu, nhung thoi khong sao.”
“Tha cAc ban t6i ra,” t6i néi. “Ching ta da giao keo rdi con gl.”

“A, ta dang nghi vé diéu do ddy. Van dé I, néu dé bon ching di, ta s& khong duroc tra tién.”



“Nhung 6ng da hira roil”

Geryon tic tic ludi. “Nhung nguoi co bét ta thé v6i Song Styx dau? Khong hé ding khong? Vay 1oi hira ching c6 gia tri. Khi ngwoi thoa thuan kim an,
nhoc con a, nguoi phai luon cd mot 101 the tréi bude

Toi ritt kiémra. Con Orthus gam gir. Mt céi dau ciia n6 cti sat xudng tai ctia Grover va nhe nanh ra.

“Burytion,” Geryon ndi, “théing nhoc nay bét dau lam ta buc minh roi. Giét hin di.”

Eurytion quan sat toi. That chéng thich thi gi khi mdt minh phéi d6i mét voi anh ta va cai dii cui ddy gai khong 16 kia.
“Ong tur di ma giét cau ta,” Furytion noi.

Geryon ruén may. “Cai gi co?”

“Ong nghe thiy,” Eurytion gamgu “Ong subt ngay bt ta im nhimg viéc ban thiu. Ong cir mubn danh nhau mi chéng can ¢ Iy do g, ta chén ngén phai
song chét vi ong im rdi. Néu ong mubn danh bon tré, tr minh mdi.”

D6 14 diém khong- gidng—than- Ares nhat n toi tirmg nghe tir miéng mdt trong s6 nhirng ngudi con trai clia éng ta.
Geryon thé con dao bay xubng, “Nguoi dam khong nghe 1i ta u? Ta phéi sa thai ngwroi ngay lap tirc!”

“Va ai s& chamsoc il gia stic cho nguoi? Orthus, lai day.”

Con ch6 ngay lp tirc khong gim gir bén canh Grover nira ma quay sang ngdi canh chin ngudi chin bo.

“Tbt thoi!” Geryon cau nhau. “Ta s& xir ngwoi sau khi két iéu thing nhoc nay!”

Ong ta nhat hai con dao lang thit 1én va ném v& phia t6i. Toi im léch hirdng mdt con dao bang kiém ciia minh. Con dao con lai cim vao cai ban picnic, chi
cach tay Eurytion c6 vai phan.

Toi chuyén sang tin cong, Geryon tranh dugc don thir nhit ciia t6i bing mdt chiée kep néng do ruc va dimg xién nurdng thit dam vao mit toi. Toi tranh
duoc don va dam thang vao giira nguc 6ng ta.

“Ahhh!” Ongta quy guc xubng. Toi chdy doi cho 6ng ta tanra, gl()ng nhu héau hét nhirg con quéi vat khac. Nhung thay vao do, 6ng ta chi nhéin nho va bét
dau ding day. Vet thuong trén cai tap dé dau bép cua dng ta bat dau lién lai.

“Kha ddy, nhoc con a,” ong ta noi. “Van dé 1, ta c6 ba trai tim. Mot hé thong hd tro tuyét voi.”

Ong ta 14t nguoc 1  nudng va than vang ra khép noi. Mot vién roi sat mét Annabeth khién c6 Ay 1 & hét Ién. Tyson gdng ngudi Ién pha xich, nhung ngay ca
strc manh ctia cAu dy ciing ching thé khién né suy suyén. Toi can két thiic tran chién ndy trurde khi cac ban toi bi thurong,

Toi dam manh vao ngye trai Geryon, nhung ong ta chi cuoi ha ha. T6i ddm vao bung bén phai. Nhung cling ching c6 ich gi. T6i cam gidc nhu thé minh
dang dam kiém vao mdt con gau teddy theo nhitng biéu hién ctia 6ng ta.

Ba tréi tim. Mot hé thong hd trg hoan hao. MJi an chi ¢am tring mdt tim thi hoan toan vo tac dung...
To6i chay vao nha.
“Pd heén!” Ong ta kéu kén. “Quay lai ddy dé nhén cai chét

Tudng phong khach dugc trang tri voi mdt mé chién loi pham di sin trong gém ghiéc — nhimg cai dau rong va hurou nai nhdi, mot ké sing, mot gia kiém va
mdt cai cung cting mdt ong dung tén.

Geryon ném cai xién nuréng cua 6ng ta, va no cémph;ip vao tudng ngay bén canh dau t6i. Ong ta rit hai thanh kiém tir gia trung bay. “Déau nguoi s& duoc
dat & ngay day, Jackson a! Bén canh con gau xam Bac My nay!”

T6i c6 mdt y tudng dién rd. Toi tha thanh Thity Triéu xubng va Iy ciy cung ra khoi tudng

Toi 1 g bin cung tdi nhat thé gioi. Toi khong thé ban tring cac vach ngoai khi luyén tap & trai, chir dimg ndi gi dén diém hong tam. Nhung ti khong con
lra chon nao khéc. Toi khong thé thing trén nay voi kiém. T6i cAu nguyén t6i nit thin Artemis va than Apollo, ciip cung thi sinh d6i, hy vong ho s& mii
Jong thurong hai gitip 161 in ndy. Xin cac vi ddy. Mot Jin thoi. Lam on.

T6i Ty mdt mii tén.

Geryon cudi ha ha. “Dd ngu! Mot mii tén ciing ching loi hai hon mt hrdi kiém 1 bao nhiéu.”

Ong ta dura cao céc thanh kiém ctia minh 1én va tan cong, T tranh sang mdt bén. Trude khi héin kip tAn cong tré Jai, t6i bin mdt mii tén vao sudn bén



ngue phai clia hén: Toinghe thé}_{ tiéng THUP, THUP, THUP khi miii tén d4m ngot ngang qua nguc héin, bay ra & suon nguc bén trai va dam thing vao
tran clia cai dau gau chién loi pham trén tuong,

Geryon danh roi ca hai thanh kiém. Ong ta quay lai va nhin t6i trimg trimg, “Nguoi khong thé ban duroc. Bon ho ndi cho ta biét ngwoi khong thé..”

Mat ong ta bién thanh mjt khéi xanh Kt kinh tom Ong ta quy sup xubng va bit dau tan vao trong cat, cho dén khi tat ca nhimg gi con lai chi | ba céi tap
dé va mdt d6i bot cao boi qua kho.

T6i c6i trdi cho céc ban. Eurytion ciing chéing budn ngin can t6i. Sau do, t6i dét b mréng va ném thirc dn vao ngon lira dé lim cbng vat cam on nit thin
Artemis va than Apollo.

“Camon cac vi,” t0i noi. “Toi ng cac Ngai mdt lan.”

Béu trdi ding ding sém sét ding xa, vy nén ti chéc a mii ctia miy ci banh hamburger nay ciing tam dugc.

“Tuyét qua anh Percy!”

“Gio chung ta tréi g chan bo nay lai dugc chura?” Nico hoi.

“Piing day!” Grover dong y. “Con chd d6 suyt nita giét chét t6!”

T6i nhin Eurytion, nguoi van dang ngdi ung dung & ban an. Con Orthus dit ca hai cai diu ctia n Ién dui anh ta.

“Geryon s& mit bao lau dé hoa than Ian nita?”” t6i hoi anh ta.

Eurytion nhin vai. “Mot tram nim? Hin khong thude dang héa than nhanh déu, ta on cac vi than. Cau vira gitip ta mdt viée tot ddy.”

“Anh n6i anh d tirng chét vi hin,” t6i nhé lai. “Chuyén d6 1 thé nao?”

“Ta da lam viéc cho cdi tén khon ndy hing ngan nim nay. Ban dau | mdt 4 thin binh thurong, nhung ta da la chon d€ trd thanh bét tir khi cha ta goi .
Mot sai lam nghiém trong nhat ma ta mic phai. Gi thi ta bi tac lai & day voi cdi trai gia stc nay. Ta khong thé di dau khac, khong the tir bo. Ta chi bict
trong nom lii bo va tham gia nhiing tran chién ctia Geryon. Ching ta nhur bi budc voi nhau ay.”

“Anh ¢6 thé thay doi moi viéc ms,” toi néi.

Eurytion nheo nheo mit. “Bang cach nio?”

“Hay déi xir tot voi il dong vat. Chim séc ching. Plmg ban ching lm thirc an. Va dimg giao du véi cac than Titan nira.”

Eurytion nghii ngoi v& nhitng 14 t6i vira néi. “Pugc thoi.”

“Hay lam cho gia stic theo anh, va ching s& gitip anh. Khi Geryon tré vé, ¢6 I& 1an nay 6ng ta s& phai m viéc cho anh khong biét chimg,”

Eurytion cudi toe toét. “Gior ta ¢6 nd 1 I8 sbng rdi.”

“Anh khong ngén céan chiing t6i ra di chir?”

“Khong, di di.”

Annabeth xo0a hai c6 tay thAm tim. C6 4y van dang nhin Eurytion ddy nghi hogic. “Ong chi anh néi ¢6 ai d6 da tra tién cho sur an toan ctia ching t6i khi di
qua day. B¢ 1a ai vay?”

Anh chang chin bo nhin vai. “Chéic hén ta chi noi thé dé Iira cac cau thoi.”
“Thé con céc than Titan?” t6i hoi. “Anh da giri théng diép Iris vé Nico cho
“Chura. Geryon dang chd dén sau bita tiéc thit nuréng, Ho khong biét gi vé cau ta dau.”

Nico dang nhin t6i trimg trimng, T6i ching biét phai im gi voi cau nhoc nita. Toi e ring Nico s& khong dong v di véi ching toi. Mat khéc t6i ciing khong thé
cu ta lang thang mdt than mdt minh duoc.

“Bmco thé & day dén khi bon anh hoan thanh nhiém vy, t6i n6i véi théng bé. “S& an toan hon.”
“An toan u?”” Nico n6i. “Anh d4u c6 quan tAm toi an toan hay khong? Anh con dé chi ti phéi chét co ma!”

“Nico,” Annabeth lén tiéng, “d6 khong phai la 16i ciia Percy. Va Geryon khong n6i dbi vé chuyén Kronos mu6n bét cau. Néu héin biét cau 14 ai, héin s&
bang moi gia dua cu vé phe han.”

“T6i ching vé phe ndo ca. Va t6i ciing khong so!”



“Céau nén sg,” Annabeth noi. “Chi ctia cau s€ khong mudn...”

“Néu chi quan tam dén chi toi thi chi da gip t6i mang chi Ay trd lai roil”

“Viéc dbi linh hon Hy linh hon Ay 42” t6i noi.

“Nhung néu ciu khong can linh hon ciia t6i...”

“Toi khong giai thich voi anh!” Cau bé chdp mit, nhitng giot nudc mét lin xudng. “Va t6i s& dua chi dy tr ve.”
“Bianca s& khong mubn tr6 lai dau,” t6i noi. “Khong phéi nhur thé.”

“Anh chang hiéu gi vé chi 4y ca!” cau ta gio Ién. “Lam sao anh biét dwoc chi Ay mubn gi?”

Toi nhin cham cham vao ngon lira trong cai o nuréng. Toi nghi vé nhitng dong trong I0i tién tri cta Annabeth: Nguoi s& dimg Ién hodc ngi xubng dudi ban
tay ctia ma vurong. Chac d6 phai Ia Minos, va t6i phai thuyét phuc Nico khdng nghe theo 101 han. “Thé thi hily hoi Bianca.”

Bau troi bong dwong nhur tré nén xam xit.

“Toi da cb ging rdi,” Nico ndi voi vé dau khd. “Chi 4y khong tra 161
“Thir lai di, anh c6 cam gidc ¢6 4y sé tra 16i néu anh & day.”

“Tai sao lai thé?”

“Bdi vi ¢0 &y van giri thong digp Iris cho anh,” ti ndi, v bong nhién c6 cam gidc ty tin hon. “C &y da c6 canh béo anh nhimg gi dang xdy ra voi em, dé
anh c6 thé bao vé em.”

Nico Fic dau. “Khong thé nhur thé dugc.”

“C6 mit cach dé biét su that. Emnoi em khong so.” Toi quay sang phia Eurytion. “Bon em cAn mit c&i hd, kiéu nhu mdt hAm md éy. Vanudc va thire

ér].”
“Percy,” Annabeth canh bao. “Td khong nghi ddy 1 mot y kién...”
“Puge rdi,” Nico noi. “Toi s& thir.”

Eurytion cao cao 1én b réu ctia minh. “C6 mdt céi h6 dugc dao ¢ phia sau nha dé lAm hé rac tw hoai. Ching ta c6 thé ding né. Céu bé Cyclops, hiy gitp
ta lay céi thimg da trong bép, hy vong 1a bon ma thich udng bia tuoi.”

Ban dang doc truyén Percy Jackson Tap 4. Cudc Chién Chon Meé Cung dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full.Net.

Chuong 10

Ching ti goi hon sau khi troi t6i, & mdt cai hd dai chimg séau mét ngay phia trude két dung chét thai. Céi két mau vang twoi, voi mdt cai mit cudi va mot
dong chit mau dé son bén canh: CONG TY DOQI RUA PHE THAI HANH PHUC. N6 khong hop km vé6i khong khi ctia mdt cude goi hon nguoi chét.

Trang tron vang viic. Nhimg dam méy bac trdi ing b trén bau troi.
“Gio ndy Minos déng I8 phéi & day 161, Nico cau miy khé chiu. “Trdi da t6i hin rdi.”
“C6 thé ong ta bi lac,” t6i n6i day hy vong,

Nico 6t bia va ném thit nuréng vao trong hém, sau d6 bit dau niém chii bang tiéng Hy Lap c0. Ngay lap tirc tiéng con tring kéu trong rimg im bit. Trong
i quan, chi€c coi goi chd lam tir bang ctia song Styx cang lic lanh, lam mdt bén chan t6i té budt.

“Bao ciu ta ngimg lai,” Tyson thi thAm véi toi.

Mot phdn trong toi cling dongy Vv6i Tyson. Piéu ndy trai v6i ty nhién. Bau khong khi ban dém lanh o va hdm doa. Nhung trude khi t6i kip no6i bt cir didu
g, nhitng linh hon dau tién da xuat hién. Lan khéi dia nguc ri ra ttr dudi mit dat. Cac hinh bong d6 bat dau dadm dan bien thanh hinh dang con nguoi. Mot


http://ebookfull.net

ci bong mau xanh trdi vé phia ria hd va quy xudng dé udng,

“Ngin hén’” Nico ndi, gian doan 101 than chi. “Chi ¢6 Bianca moi duoc ubng!”

Toi ritt thanh Thily triéu ra. Nhitng con ma Iui v& voi tiéng kéu xi xi ngay trude miii ludi kiém dong celestial cia t6i. Nhung da qua mudn dé ngin linh hon
dau tién lai. Han da bién thanh hinh dang ctia mdt ngudi dan 6ng ¢ rau trong chiéc 4o choang mau trang, Han doi mdt vong bang vang trén dau, va mic du
da chét nhung d6i mit hén van day con toat ra vé gian éc.

“Minos!” Nico ni. “Nguoi im céi gi thé?”

“Xin 181, chi nhan,” hon ma n6i, méic du hin chéing ¢6 vé gi | xin 16i ca. “Mon hién t€ thom qué, ti khong cam long duc.” Han gio tay én xem xét roi mim
cudl “Lai duoc nhin thay chinh minh that 13 thich! O trong hinh dang gan nhu nguyén ven...”

“Nguoi dang phé v nghi I8 ddy!” Nico gidn dir. “Bién...”
Nhirng vong hon bét dau sang lén, mt thir 4nh sang ky mo day nguy hiém va Nico phai tiép tuc doc than chii dé giit cho ching khong lai gan.

“Piing, lam thé dtng ddy, thuwra chit nhan,” Minos néi véi vé vui thich. “Ngai cir tiép tuc doc thin chi di. Téi t6i chi dé bao vé ngai khoi nhitg ké ddi tra kira
ddi ngai thoi.”

Hin quay ngudi nhin v& phia 0 nhur the 101 | mdt loai gién ban thiu ndo do viy. “Percy Jackson... ch cha. Nhimg dira con trai ciia Poseidon qua bao thé
ky cling chang tién by dugce may nhi?”’

T6i mubn d4m hin, nhung t6i nghi ndm d4m ciia t6i s& chi xuyén qua it hin ma thoi. “Ching ta dang tim Bianca di Angelo,” t6i noi. “Bién di.”

Con ma cudi mia. “Tao biét may timg giét con Minotaur ctia tao bang tay khong, Nhung nhitng thir kinh khing hon dang doi may du6i mé cung ddy. May
thyre sy nghii Daedalus s& giip may a?”

Nhirng hén ma khac nhao nhao 1én ting hd. Annabeth rit dao ra va giiip t6i gitt ching cach xa khoi cai hd. Grover thi dang lo Eing dén ndi phéi bam dinh
vao vai Tyson.

“Daedalus ching quan tim gi t&i c4c ngwoi dau, cac con lai a,” Minos canh bao. “Céc nguoi khong nén tin hiin ta. Hin ta gia khi rdi, va xdo tré niva. Han
ta cay dang voi mic cam tdi 1oi vi da giet ngurdi va bi cac vi than nguyén ria.”

“MEzic cam toi 16i vi da giét nguoi u?” Toi hoi. “Ong Ay da giét ai

“Pimg ¢6 danh trong ling!” con ma gim gir. “Ngwoi dang can dudng Nico. Ngwoi dang c6 thuyét phuc cau dy tir bé muc dich ctia minh. Ta s& bién cau 4y
thanh chia t&!”

“Pi rdi, Minos,” Nico ra lenh.

Con ma cudi nhat. “Ong chi, chiing i cac ké thil ctia ngai. Ngai khong duogc nghe 1 ching! Hay dé t6i bao vé ngai! Toi s& bién dau 6¢ ching thanh dién
dai, nhur t6i d4 lim voi nhimg ké khac.”

“Nhitng ké khac?” Amnabeth kinh ngac. <Y ngwoi a Chris Rodriguez? Hoa ra | nguoi 4?7

“Caimé cung 1 tai sdn ctia ta,” con ma ndi, “khong phai [ ctia Daedalus! Bon khach khong moi xirng dang bi nhur vdy.”

“Pi di, Minos!” Nico ra lénh. “Ta mubn gap chita!”

Con nm cb kiém ché con thinh nd. “Xin tuan theo énh chii nhan. Nhung toi canh béo ngai. Ngai khong thé tin cac vi anh hing nay duoc dau.”
Sau do, hdn bién vao man suong

Nhing lich hon khac lao vé phia trurée, nhung t6i va Annabeth ngan chiing lai.

“Bianca, xuét hién!” Nico ngim Ién. C4u bé bt dau doc than chi nhanh hon, va nhirng linh hdn di chuyén khong ngimg nghi.

“Bét ctr khi ndo,” Grover thAm thi.

Sau d6 mdt nh sang mau bac 1ap loe trong bui cay — mot hnhhon ¢6 vé sang hon va manh m& hon nhitng linh hon khac. N6 tién t6i gin, va c6 mot cai gi
d6 mach bao t6i phai cho 16 qua. Pém sang quy xudng va ubng nure trong cai hd. Khi ngéng day, né hién ra 1 linh hén ctia Bianca di Angelo.

Nhirng cau niém chii ctia Nico ngimg dan. Téi ha thanh kiém xudng. Nhitng linh hon khac bat dau xim vé phia trude, nhung Bianca gio hai tay lén, va
ching it vao ring.

“Chao Percy,” c6 ay noi.

Cb 4y trong gidng hét nhur Kic con sdng: mdt c4i mil i trai méu xanh 14 doi léch trén méi toc den day, doi mit den va lan da 6 liu gidng em trai c6 dy. Co



a‘iy mic qu?m jeans va mot chiée 4o vest b?mg bac, trang phuc ctia Poi Tho San clia nit thin Artemis. Mot cay cung duogc deo & mot bén vai. Co éy mim
cuoi yeu 4t, va ca cai bong clia ¢d ay rung Ién.

“Bianca,” t0i noi. Giong ti khahan. Bay u nay toi van thiy ti 10i trudc cai chét ciia 0 dy, nhung nhin thély ¢ Ay ngay trudc mit cam gide con kinh khing
gap nam an, nhur the chuyén vira m6i xdy ra thoi vay. Toi van con nhé minh d lyc tung ca cai dong d6 nat con lai cia g3 chien binh bang dong khong 16 ma
Bianca hi sinh ca than minh d€ danh bai, vdy ma van chang thay tim hoi ¢6 ay ¢ dau.

“Anh xin 181, t6i noi.

“Anh chiing c6 gi phai xin 18i ca, Percy. D6 I hra chon ctia em. Em khong héi han dau.”

“Chi Bianca!” Nico lao ra phia truéc nhu thé vira mi hét bang hoang,

Cb 4y quay vé phia em trai. Trong co Ay khé budn, nhu thé c6 dang hoang so thoi diém ny vAy. “Chao Nico. Em cao qué nhil”
“Sao chi khong tra 11 em sém hon?” cau bé gio Ién. “Emda ¢b gang sudt hang thang troil”

“Con chi thi hy vong ring em s& bo cudc.”

“Bo cude u?” Giong ciu bé nghe nhur vo cling dau khd. “Sao chi ¢6 thé néi thé? Em dang 6 ging dé ctru chil”

“Em khong thé, Nico. Dimng lim thé. Anh Percy néi ding déy.”

“Khéng, anh ta dé cho chi phéi chét! Anh ta khong phai la ban chi.”

Bianca gio tay ra nhu dé cham vao mit ciu em trai, nhung c6 dy B suong khoi. Tay ¢6 Ay bdc hoi khi cham gan dén da con nguoi.

“Em phai nghe chi” ¢6 4y noi. “Mang trong minh sur oan gién 14 vo clng nguy hiém déi voi nhitng dira con ctia thin Hades. D6 la sai im chi tir cta ching
ta. Em can phai biét tha thir. Em phai hita véi chi diéu nay.”

“Em khong thé. Khong bao gio.”

“Anh Percy da rat lo Eing cho em, Nico. Anh 4y c6 thé gitp. Chi d4 dé anh Ay biét tinh hinh ctia em, va hy vong ring anh dy s tim thiy em.”

“Vay héa ra chinh 1a ema,” t6i noi. “Emda giri di nhiing thong di€p Iris d6.”

Bianca git dau.

“Sao chi lai gitp anh ta mi khong phéi i em?” Nico gao Ién. “Thé i khong cong bang!”

“Gid emd3 dén gﬁn voi sy that roi,” Bianca ndi v6i ciu bé. “Khdng phai em buc minh véi Percy, Nico. Ma 1a véi chi.”

“Em burc bdi vi chi da bo em lai, dé tré thanh Tho' Sén cia it than Artemis. Em byc minh vi chi ra di dé lai em mdt minh. Chi xin 16i vé diéu do, Nico. Chi
thyc sy xin 101 Nhung em phai vaot qua dugce sy buc tire ndy. Va ngling viée d6 101 cho Percy vi nhiing quyét dinh ctia chi. Vind s€ 1a cai chét ctia chinh

EE)

em
“Co 4y n6i ding ddy,” Annabeth chen vao. “Kronos dang song lai, Nico. Han s& loi dung bat cir ai dé dat dwoc muc dich.”
“Toi chsfmg quan tdm Kronos,” Nico noi. “T6i chi mudn chi t6i quay trd lai.”

“Picu d6 1 khong thé, Nico,” Bianca n6i nhe nhang,

“Em 1A con trai ciia thdn Hades! Em c6 thé.”

“Pmg cd,” ¢b Ay n6i. “Néu em yéu chi thi dimg...”

Giong cd 4y tat dan. Cac linh hdn bt du tu tap quanh ching t6i 1in nira, va dudng nhu ching dang hoéng so. Nhing cai bong lap loe va cét tiéng thi tham:
Nguy hiém!

“Tartarus dang chuyén dong,” Bianca noi. “Strc manh ciia em da thu hit sw chi y ctia Kronos. i dén lic cac linh hon tré vé voi Dia Nguc. Bon chi khong
thé an toan ¢ day duoc nira.”

“Chor d3,” Nico n6i. “Xin chi dy...”
“Tambiét, Nico,” Bianca néi. “Chi yéu em. Nhé nhiing 101 chi ndi nhé.”

Hinh dang c6 éiy tan dan va nhitng con ma khac ciling bién mat, dé lai chiing t6i voi mit cai hd, mdt céi thimg rac ty hoai D61 Rira Hanh Phiic va mot Vﬁng
trang tron lanh o.



Chéng ai trong chiing t6i thiét tha mudn lén dudng dém hom do, vi thé ching t6i quyét dinh chd dén sang hom sau. Grover va t6i gieo minh vao chiéc ghé )
banh da trong phong khach ctia Geryon. N6 thoai mai hon rat nhi€u so voi ti ngli trong mé cung; nhung n6 cling chang thé lam cho con ac mong ctia toi tot
hon chut ndo ca.

T6i mo théy minh dang cing Luke di xuyén qua lau dai 6 tam trén dinh Nti Tam. Bay gio n6 thure swr | mt tda nha — khong con B mbt vai hinh anh hu hu
40 40 khong hoan chinh nhur t6i thdy hdi mila dong nim ngodi nira. Lira xanh chay trong nhitng 10 than chay doc theo tuwong. San nha duoc 1ot da cim
thach den sang bong. M6t ngon gi6 lanh thdi doc hanh lang, bay qua dau ching t6i va xuyén qua tran nha dang modu trdi van vil voi nhimg dam miy xam
xit.

Luke dang méic db chién binh. Hﬁn mic mdt chiéc quén linh, 40 phong tréing va gidp che ngurc bépg ddng, nhung thanh kiém cua hén, thanh Backbiter, lai
khong 6 bén — chi la cai bao kiem bo khong. Ching t6i di vao mot cai san nho noi ¢6 hang ta chien binh va dracaenae dang chuén bi cho chién tranh. Khi
nhin thay hin, cac 4 than ding day va tao su chay. Bon ho dap kiém vao khién uynh uynh.

“Giiiicy ¢ phai lic chura, Chiia t6?” mdt dracaena hoi.

“Sip r0i,” Luke hira. “Tiép tuc am viée di.”

“Thua Cl’ll’la,'[é,” mdt giong ndi vang Ién tir ding sau. Kelli— 4 ma nit dang cudi voi hén. T6i hom nay 0 ta mic mot bo dim xanh, tréng ¢6 ta cyc ky xinh
dep. D6i mit ¢4 ta long lanh — e thi mau niu sm, Ic chi hoan toan 1 miu do. Toc ¢6 ta dugc ot ngang hung va dudng nhu muén niu ly anh sang tir
nhiing cay dudc, nhu thé nd dang nong long dugce trd lai thanh lira.

Tim t6i dép thinh thich. Téi ché Kelli nhin thiy t6i va dudi t6i ra khoi gidc mo nhur ¢ ta timg lam trude day, nhung c6 vé 1in ndy c6 ta da khong chi y dén
t6i.

“Anh c6 khach day,” ¢o ta n6i voi Luke. Kelli budc sang mdt bén, va ngay ca Luke dudng nhu ciing siing so trudc nhimg gi han nhin thy.

Con qudi vat Kampé bay véo yé phia hin. Nhing con rén ctia Kampé phi phi quanh chan ba ta. Nhitng cai dAu dong vt gim gir quanh hong my. Hai
thanh kiém cuia ba ta tda ra chat doc, va voi doi canh doi sai rong, ba ta chan hét toan b hanh lang,

“Nguoi.” Giong Luke ¢6 phan run run. “Ta ni ngwoi phai & Alcatraz co m.”

Mit Kampé chép ngang nhu miét loai bo sat. Ba ta ndi bing mot thir tiéng ky quai, nhung lan nay t6i hiéu, dau dé tir su trong tam tri t6i: Toi dén dé phuc
vu ddy. Hay dé t6i tra th.

“Nguoi 1a cai nguc,” Luke noi. “Cong viéc cuia nguoi...”
Toi s& tiéu diét ching. Khong ai c6 thé thoat dugc.

Luke chﬁp chir. Mot dong rrf) h6i chay xubng mdt bén mit cia hdn ta. “T6t im” hin néi. “Ngwoi s& di voi ching ta. Ngwoi s& mang soi ddy ctia Ariadne.
Dbay Ia niém vinh dy 16n lao day.”

Kampé huréng lén bau troi day sao va rit phi phi. Mu ta tra kiém vio bao va quay di doc hanh lang trén doi chén rong khong 16.

“Péng & ching ta nén dé con quéi vat d6 ¢ Tartarus mdi phai,” Luke lu bau. “Mu ta qua phién ha. Qua manh.”

Kelli cudi nhe nhang, “Anh khong dugc sg hai trude stitc manh, Luke. Hay st dung n6!”

“Chiing ta phai di cang sém cang t6t,” Luke n6i. “Ta mu6n két thic chuyén nay.”

“O1,” Kelli t6 ra thong cam, vudt én tay héin ta. “Anh thiy khé chiu khi phai tiéu diét chinh doanh trai trudc ddy ciia minh ding khong?”
“Ta khong n6i thé.”

“Anh s& khong d6i y vé, gi nhi, mdt phan dic biét ciia anh ch?”

Mt Luke tr nén st d4. “Ta biét nhiém vu clia minh.”

“Vay I tdt,” con quéi vat néi. “Anh c6 nghi doi quan tién phong ctia ching ta da ¢ manh chura? Hay I ta phai goi Me Hecate dén gitp?”
“Qué i 161, Luke t6 vé dirt khodt. “Cudc thwong lwong da gin nhur ngi ngfi. Tét ca nhig gi ta can bay gio 1 di qua duoc d4u truong mdt cach an toan.”
“Um,” Kelli n6i. “Tha vi ddy. Toi s& rat budn néu phai nhin thiy c4i dau dep trai ctia anh treo trén ngon gido khi anh thit bai.”

“Ta s& khong thét bai. Va o, 4c quy, c6 khong c6 viée gi khac dé ima?”

“0, ¢6 chir.” Kelli mim cuoi. “Téi s& dem niém tuyét vong dén cho ké thit dang nghe 16m ching ta. Ta s& im viée d6 ngay bay gio.”

Mt ¢ ta huéng vé phia t6i, dé 16 nhimg mong vudt va rach vao gidc mo clia toi.



Po6t nhién t61 & mot noi hoan toan khac.

Toi dang dmg trén dinh mdt toa thap bang d4, nhin ra mdt vach da va sau dudi do Ia dai dwong bao la. Nguoi dan ong gia Daedalus dang cong nguoi
trude mot cdi ban lam viée, danh vat voi mot loai dung cu hang hai nao d6 glong nhur chiéc la ban khong 10 vay. Trong 6ng ta gia hon rat nhiéu so véi lin
cudi cting t6i gip ong. Dang Daedalus cong cong va doi ban tay thi nhan nheo. Ong ta chiri ria bang tiéng Hy Lap c6 va nheo mét nhu thé ong khong thé
nhin thay gi, mic du lic d6 troi dang nang,

“Cha!” mot giong noi

MOt ciu bé khoang bang tubi Nico tuoi cudi lao t6i, mang theo mdt c4i hop m bang gd.

“Chao, Perdix,” ngudi dan 6ng gia ndi, méc dii nghe giong ong van rat lanh king, “Da xong viéc roi 42”

“Vang thira chi. D& qua ma!”

Daedalus quau lai. “DE 42 Pemnure 1én doi trong khi khong ¢6 Ay mdt cai bom [ d& sao?”

“Vang, dung thé. Nhin nay!”

Céu bé thé chiéc hop va luc loi dong do 1on nhon bén trong. Cau nhoc 101 ra mdt cudn gidy cdi va dura cho nha phét minh gi xem mdt vai bicu do va ghi
chi. Chiing ching cd y nghiia gi voi t6i, nhung Daedalus thi git dau mién cudng. “Ta thay r6i. Khong t8.”

“Nha vua thich n6!” Perdix n6i. “Ong 4y noi chau c6 thé con thong minh hon chi déy!”

“Ong ta ni viy sa0?”

“Nhung chau khong tin diéu d6. Chau rat vui vi Me g6i chéu dén hoc voi cha! Chau mudn biét tit ca nhimg i chi biét.”
“Piing,” Daedalus im bam “Va khi ta chét, cau c6 thé thay thé ta ding khong?”

Mit cau bé mo to. “A khong chu oi! Nhung chiu dang nghi... tai sao con nguoi lai phai chét nhi?”

Nha phét minh ndi quau: “Moi viée duoc sap dit nhu vay. Moi nguoi déu phai chét, trir cac vi thin.”

“Nhung tai sa0?” cau bé van khing khéiing hoi. “Néu chi co thé bit duoc animus, mot dang khac cua linh hon... Umz khong phai chi da ké véi chau vé
nhitng ngudi miy ctia chil sao? Nhitng con bo, dai bang, rong va ngyra bang dong. Vay tai sao lai khong c6 ngudi dong?”

“Khong, cau bé ctia ta,” Daedalus ndi giong danh sic. “Cau ngdy tho qua. Khong thé c6 chuyén d6 dugc.”
“Chéu khong nghi thé,” Perdix van cir khiing khéing. “V6i mdt chit ma thudt thoi...”
“Ma thuat? Cha!”

“Vang thura chi! Ma thuét va co khi ciing nhau — chi cin mdt chut cong strc, ching ta ¢6 thé tao ra mot co thé gidng hét con ngudi, chi ¢ diéu manh hon
th6i. Chau da viet ra mdt vai ghi chi vé dieu do

Cau ta dua cho ngudi dan 6ng gia mdt cudn gidy day. Daedalus m6 n6 ra. Ong doc nd rat Jau. Doi mét 6ng nheo lai. Ong liéc nhin chang trai, rdi cudn to
gidy lai va hang giong, “Chang c6 tac dung gi dau, cau bé cua ta. Khi lon én cdu s€ hicu.”

“Thé chéu c6 thé stra dia triic cao thién van kia nhé chu? Cac khép xwong ctia chii ¢6 lai sung 1én nira khong?”
Neudi dan ong gid nghién chit ring. “Khong, cam on. Gid sao cau con chura di di?”

Perdix duong nhu ching dé y dén s tirc gidn clia ngudi dan 6ng gid. Cau ta 16i mdt con bo canh clmg miu dong trong déng d ctia minh va chay t6i ria
toa thap. Mot ngudng cira bao quanh va cao dén dau goi cau nhoc. Gié thoi rat manh.

L lai, t6i mudn ndi véi cau bé nhur thé, nhung i khong thé cat giong lén.

Perdix van ddy c6t va tung con bo én troi. N6 xoe canh va vo ve bay di mét. Perdix cudi diy sung suéng.

“Théng minh hon ta 3, Daedalus im bam, nhung qua nho nén cau bé khong nghe théy.

“C6 dung 14 con trai chit da chét khi bay khong? Chau nghe moi ngudi ndi ring chi da Bm mot déi canh khdng 16 cho cau Ay nhung n6 da bj hong”
Hai ban tay ctia Daedalus siét chit lai. “Thay vi tri ciia ta,” ong ta lim bam

Gi6 quét tirng hdi quanh cau bé, kéo gidt quin 4o va im dau toc ciu xéc xo.

“Chéu ciiing mudn bay,” Perdix ndi. “Chau s& tr im cho minh mdt doi canh khong bao gio roi. Chii nghii chau ¢6 am dugc khong?”



C6 I& d6 chi a mot gidc mo trong gidc mo clia t0i, nhung dot nhién toi tudng tuong vi than hai dau Janus hién ra Ky mey trong khong khi bén canh Dacdalus,
mim curdi khi 6ng ta tung qua tung lai chiée chia khda bac. Chon di, 6ng ta thi thAm vao tai nha phat minh gia. Hay chon di.
Daedalus nhiit mdt con bo bang kim loai khac ctia cau bé lén. Mt nha phat minh gia d6 1én vi gian di.

“Perdix,” 6ng ta goi. “Bit ly.”

Ong tung con bo canh cimg bang ddng vé phia ciu bé. Vui suéng, Perdix ¢b bt iy no, nhung ¢t ném qua xa. Con bo bay Ién trdi va Perdix da phai voi
hoi xa. Céu bé bi gio thoi tu

Bang cach ndo d6 cau bé chop By durge mép toa thap khi ngi xudng. “Chil” Perdix gao thét. “Ciru chau!”
Nguoi dan 6ng gia mit khong hé dbi sic. Ong ta ching nhiic nhich mdt phén.

“Cb Ién, Perdix,” Daedalus néi nhe nhang, “Hay tw m cho minh d6i canh di. Nhanh lén.”

“Cha!” cau bé khoc thét khi tudt tay khéi ria toa thap. Cau ta b thdi bay ra bién.

Mot khoanh khéic yén ling Qén chét ngudi. Than Janus md dan va bién mét. R6i sam nd vang bau troi. Mot giong phu nit nghiém nghi tir trén cao vong
xuong: Nguoi s& tra gid vi dieu do, Daedalus.

Toi da nghe thiy giong n6i ny trude ddy. D6 1 me ctia Annabeth: nit thin Athena.
Daedalus gian dit nhin lén bau troi. “Téi luon ton vinh nguoi, Me. Toi d4 hi sinh moi thir dé di theo ngwoi.”
Nhung cdu bé ciing duoc nhin phuc lnh cia ta. Va nguoi da giét nd. Vi thé, nguoi phai tra gia.

“Ta da phai tra gia 101 d6 thoi!” Daedalus gim Ién. “Ta da miat tat ca. Ta s& phai chiu dau khd dudi Dia Nguc thoi, chéc chén thé. Nhung trong khi cho
doi..”

Ong ta nhit cudn gidy ctia cau bé Ién, nhin k§ nd mot Iic rdi dit né vao tay 4o.
Nguoi khong hiéu dau, nit thin Athena néi mot cach lanh ling. Nguwoi s& phai tra gia, bay gior va méi mi.

Daedalus béng nhién dé sup XL‘I(A)I’lg trong dau don. Toi camnhdn duoc nhitng gi 6ng dy camnhin. Mot cam gidc dau dén dén kho héo quin quanh b toi
giong nhu chiéc vong ¢ lam bang kim loai nau chay. N6 lam t6i nghet tho, moi thir chuyén dan thanh mdt mau den kit.

Toi bat day trong bong tdi, hai tay 6m Ay co.
“Percy?”” Grover goi tir phia chiéc s6 pha con lai. “Cau 6n chi?”

Toi diéu chinh nhip thé cla minh. Toi khong biét phéi tré 61 nhur thé ndo nita. Toi vira chimg kién nguoi ching toi dang tim kiém, Daedalus, giét chét chich
dura chau ctia minh. Thé thi sao t61 6n dugc? Ti vi van dang bat. Anh sang xanh ctia n6 1p loe trong can phong,

“My... miy gio 16i?” t6i théu tha

“Hai gioy sang,” Grover ndi. “Té khong ngii duoc. Té dang xem Kénh Ty nhién.” Cau dy khit miii. “T6 nhé Juniper.”

T6i dui dui méit cho tinh ngi. “U, dugc 1di,... cau s& sém gip lai ¢o Ay thoi”

Grover ke dau budn ba. “Cau c6 biét ngiy ndo 10i khong, Percy? T¢ vira nhin thiy trén ti vi. Homnay B ngdy mudi ba théng Séu. DA bay ngay ké tir khi
chiing ta roi trai roi.”

“Céi gi?”” Toi stmg s6t. “Khong thé nhur thé duge.”

“Thoi gian tr6i nhanh hon khi ¢ trong Mé Cung,” Grover nhic t6i. “Lan dAu tién cdu va Annabeth xudng dudi do, cau nghi cac cau chi di c6 vai phit ding
khong? Nhung thyc ra da 1a ca tiéng dong ho day.”

“U,” t6i ndi. “Biing that.” Roi sau d6 t6i nhan ra nhing gi cau dy dang ndi, ¢ t6i lai nong Ién rimg rue. “Thoi han ciia cau véi Hoi dong Truéng Lio.”

Grover cho cai diéu khién ti vi Vao mi¢ng va nhai dén hét. “Té hét gid 161, cau ta ndi véi cai mdm ddy ménh nhyra. “Ngay khi t6 quay lai, ho & tudc gidy
phép timkiém ctia t&. Té s& chang bao gio duoc phép ra ngoai nita.”

“Chiing ta s& n6i chuyén voi ho,” t6i hira voi cdu dy. “Dé ho cho cau thém thoi gian.”

Grover nuét ci diéu khién. “Ho s& chiing bao gi dong y dau. Thé giéi dang chét dan, Percy. Mdi ngay n6 lai tré nén tdi t& hon. Thién nhién... tG cam thiy
no6 dang héo mon dan. T phai tim than Pan.”



“Chu s tim dugc, anh ban a. Chic chin 13 nhu thé.”

Grover nhin t0i v6i d6i mét dé budn rudi ruoi. “Cu luon i ngudi ban tot, Percy. Nhing gi cau am hom nay — clru ca trai gia stic khoi tay Geryon — diéu
do that tuyét voi. To... td udc gi duge giong nhu cau.”

“Nay,” t6i noi. “Dumg c6 néi thé. Cau ciing rt anh hing diy chir...”

“Khong, khong dau. To da cb lim, nhung..” Cau dy thé dai. “Percy, t6 khong thé quay vé trai ma khong tim dugc thén Pan. Khong thé. Cau hicu diéu do,
dung khong? T khong thé nhin mét Juniper néu t& that bai. T cling khong con mit mili nao doi dién véi chinh minh nita.”

Giong cau dy dau khd dén ndi lam ngudi he ciing thiy dau. Ching t6i da cling nhau trai qua bao nhiéu chuyén, nhung t6i chura bao gior thiy cau dy sau ndo
dén nhur véy.

“Ching ta s& tim duoc céi gi d6,” t6i noi. “Cau chua bao gio that bai. Cau | mdt anh chang dé vo dich, ding khdng nao? Juniper biét didu do. T& ciing

Grover nhdm niit. “Anh chang dé vo dich a,” cau éy JAm bam mdt cach chan nan.

Sau khi ciu Ay da nga mdt lic v, t6i van con dang thirc, mét nhin chiim chim vao anh sédng xanh phat ra tir Kénh Ty nhién phu Ién nhiing cai dAu tha nhdi
dang treo trén tudng nha Geryon.

Séang hém sau, ching t6i di bo t6i chd nguoi canh gia stic dé ndi 1i tam biét.

“Nico, emc6 thé di voi bon anh,” t6i budt miéng n6i. Toi doan lic do t6i dang nghi vé& gidc mo, va cau bé Perdix lam t6i nhé dén Nico.

Cau ta ic dau. Toi nghi t6i qua ching ai trong ching t6i ¢6 thé ngit ngon trong mot trai chin nudi ctia quai vat, nhung trong Nico Ia t& hon ca. Mit cau ta
d6 ngiu va khuon mit thi tring béch. Cu bé khodc trén minh mot chiée o choang miu den, ¢6 1§ trude d6 thude vé Geryon, vi ngay ca véi mdt ngudi

trurong thanh thi chiéc 4o ciing rong hon ba ¢4.

“Toi can thoi gian dé suy nghi.” Ciu ta khong nhin vo miit toi, nhung nghe giong noi toi biét cu bé van con dang tirc gin. Sur thét rang chi gdi cau dy da ra
khoi Pia Nguc vi toi chir khong phai vi cdu ta duong nhu 3 di€u ma cau bé khodng thé chap nhan dugc.

“Nico,” Annabeth n6i. “Bianca chi mudn nhiing diéu t5t dep cho em.”

Cb 4y dat mot tay Ién vai cu bé, nhung Nico da trénh di va quay ngwoi 1 bude chim chap v phia nha trét. C6 thé 6 chi a twdng tuong o t6i, nhung
duong nhu swrong mit budi sém bam vao ngudi Nico khi cau bé bude di.

“Té lo cho thing bé,” Annabeth néi véi toi. “Néu cau ta lai n6i chuyén véi hon ma Minos nira thi...”

“Cau bé s& 6n thoi,” Eurytion hira. Anh chang chiin bo i trong da gon gang sach s&. Anh ta dang nvic quén jean moi va 4o so mi kiéu mién Tay sach s&.
Tham chi anh ta con cét tia rau va di d6i ting ctia Geryon. “Céu nhéc c6 thé & ddy suy nghi dén bao gio cling duge. Cau ta s&€ duoc an toan. Toi hira.”

“Con anh thi sao

Eurytion gi gii vao mdt bén cdm Orthus. “Tir gio moi chuyén ¢ ddy s& khac mot chit. S€ khong con viée ban hay an thit gia stic hién té nita. Toi dang nght
dén nhitng chiéc banh hamburger nhan dau nanh. Va t6i s€ doi xur tot voi nhitng con ngura an thit kia. Co € nén déng ky tham gia cudc thi chin bo lan toi
nhi?”

Mot ¥ kién khién t6i ring minh. “Um, chiic may mén.”

“0.” Eurytion nhd xubng co. “T6i nghi gior ciu s& di tim xuréng ciia Daedalus diing khong?”

Annabeth mét sang lén. “Anh gitp ching t6i dwoc khong?”

Eurytion nghién ciru tm hrdi ngiin gia stic, va t0i cam gidc chit dé vé xudng ciia Daedalus khién anh ta kho chiu. “Toi khong biét n6 ¢ dau. Nhung thin
Hephaestus chdc chén biét.”

“P6 I nhimg g nit thin Hera d4 n6i,” Annabeth dong y. “Nhung bon em tim thdn Hephaestus bang cach ndo day?”

Eurytion 10i c4i gi d6 bén dudi 6 4o somi ra. D6 B mbt cai vong ¢d — mot cai it bang bac bong lng cing mdt soi ddy chuyén bac. Mat day c6 mdt vét
16m & chinh gitra, giong nhu mdt dau diém chi tay. Anh ta dua né cho Annabeth.

“Than Hephaestus thinh thoang lai dén day,” Eurytion ndi. “Pé tim hiéu vé I dong vat va tir d6 tao ra nhitng ban sao cta ching bang ddng Lan trudc, toi..
0... da gitp 6ng y mot ]an. Mot trd nho ma 6ng dy mu6n dé choi x cha t6i— thin Ares va it than Aphrodite. Ong 4 ay da dwa cho t6i soi day dé thé hign
1ong biét on. Néi ring néu t6i co can tim gip, mét day chuyén s& dan t6i dén o rén cia ong dy. Nhung chi duge mot lin duy nhét thoi.”

“Va by gio anh tang nd cho t6i?”” Annabeth hoi.

Eurytion d6 nit. “T6i khong nmudn dén thiam cai 1o rén d6 dau, quy ¢d. Co du viée phai lam & day roi. Chi can 4n nit va cac cau s& toi dugc d6.”



Annabeth 4n nit va chiéc dia bién thanh mjt thuc thé séng, N6 moc ra tam cai chdn béng kim loai. Annabeth rting minh va danh roi n6 xuéng dht trude su
ling ting cua Eurytion.

“Nhén!” ¢6 4y hét Ién.

“Cb 4y, trm, ¢6 Ay hoi so nhén,” Grover giai thich. “Mbi han thi ngy xura giita nit thin Athena va Arachne2).”
“O1.” Trong Eurytion ¢6 vé ngwong ngimg, “Xin 161, quy ¢d.”

Con nhén b t6i chd tim hrdi ngin gia stic va bién mit gjita cac chin song,

“Nhanh 1én nao,” t6i n6i. “N6 s€ khong cho doi chiing ta dau.”

Annabeth nghn ngai khong mubn di theo, nhung ching t6i khong con hra chon ndo khac. Chiing t6i chio tam biét Eurytion, Tyson kéo tAm chén ra khoi cai
16, va ching t6i quay tr¢ lai mé cung,

Toi ude gi minh co thé xich 6 cai con nhén bang kim loai d6 lai. N6 chay thoan ﬂloét trong cac duong hém, hdu nhu t6i chéing bao gid nhin thiy no ca.
Néu khong nho kha nang nghe tuyét voi ctia Tyson va Grover thi chiing t6i s& chang bao gio biet duong nao ma di.

Ching ti di doc mdt cai him bang d4 cam thach, rdi qugo tréi va sujt nira thi roi xudng vire. May ma Tyson kip chop By t6i va kéo lai trude khi t6i ngd.
Dudng him van hién ra truée mit ching t6i, nhung khoang ba chye mét khong hé ¢6 san mi chi la bong t6i va mot loat cac thanh sat ngang trén tran. Con
nhén may dang di duogc nira duong, du tir thanh nay qua thanh khac bang cach nha ra cac soi to bang kim loai.

“Xa khi,” Annabeth ndi. “T¢ giéi khoan nay.”

Co ay nhanh chéng chen kn dAu va du lén xa di véo véo. C6 4y so nhirng con nhén nhé xiu nhung lai ching hé s hii trrde nhitng thanh xa khi dang de
doa mang song ctia c6. Ky cuc that.

Annabeth t6i duoc dAu bén kia va chay theo sau con nhén. Toi dudi theo. Khi quay lai, t6i thiy Tyson dang cdng Grover trén vai. Anh chang to In d6 chi
can ba lan du 1a da qua duoc, va dé ciling Ia dieu may man vi ngay khi cau ay cham dat, thanh xa khi cu6i cung gy d6i dudi strc ning cua ciu ta.

Chiing t6i tiép tuc tién 1én va bang ngang qua mot b6 xuong dumdo ¢ goc hédm N6 mic mot chiée 4o so mi, quan thudng phuc va deo mdt céi ca vat. Con
nhén khong chiu di cham lai. Toi truot vao mot cai dng toan dau mau gb, nhung khi chiéu dén pin vao ching, t6i nhin ra d6 1 nhimg cay but chi — hang
trim cay bit chi va tit ca déu bi giy doi.

Cubi dudng him I mot can phong rong. Mot ludng anh sang m chiing t6i choi mat Khi mit t6i kip diéu chinh, thir dau tién ma t6i chi y la nhitng bo
xuong. Hang chyc bo ndm rai rac trén khdp san nha xung quanh chiing t6i. Mot s0 cai da lau ]anuyen thanh mau tring. Mot s6 cai c6 vé moi gan day va
bong bay hon. Mii & ddy khong kinh khing bing ¢ chudng gia stic ciia Geryon, nhung ciing ching thua kém i bao.

Sau d6 t6i nhin thiy con quai vat. N6 dang dimg trén mdt céi buc phét sang lap lanh & phia d6i dién cta can phong. N6 ¢6 than sur ttr va phin d4u | dau
ctia mot phy nir. Nguoi phu nir d6 trong kha xinh, néu ba ta khong bude hét toc thanh mdt bii chét climg ¢ dang sau va khong trang diem qua ddm. Ba ta
lam t6i lién trrong dén c6 gido trong doi hop xudng cuia t6i hoi lop ba. Ba ta deo mot dy ruy bang mau xanh bién trrde ngire ma phai mat mot e 161 moi
doc duoge, trén d6 viet: CON QUAI VT NAY PUQC XEP VAO HANG MU!

Tyson rén ri, “Nhan su.”

Toi biét qua 0 Iy do tai sao cau éy s0 hai. Khi con nhd, Tyson da bi mdt con Nhan su tAn cong khi & New York. Gio trén lung céu éy van con mit vét seo
chimg minh.

Pén pha i vao tir phia xung quanh con quai vat. Ldi ra duy nhat a mdt dudng him nim sau c4i buc. Con nhén miy chui tot vao giita cic mong vudt ciia
con nhan su va Iin mat tim

Annabeth tién Ién phia trude, nhung con Nhan sur gim én, dé 16 nhimg c4i ring nanh trén b mit ngudi ciia n6. Cac thanh chiin sap xudng ¢ ca hai cira
ham, dang trude va dang sau ching toi.

Ngay Bp tirc tiéng gim ctia con quai vt chuyén thanh mdt nu cudi twoi réi.
“Xin chao, nhimg thi sinh may mén!”” con quéi vat tuyén bd. “Chuén bi cho man... GIAI CU PO nhé!”

Tiéng vd tay duoc ghiam san vong xudng tir trén tran, gidng nhur ¢ nhitng chiéc loa phong thanh v6 hinh & quanh day vay. Bén pha quét mdt luot can
phong va phan chiéu céi buc, chiéu thir 4nh sang loang loang Ién nhitng bo xurong nim & trén san.

“Nhimng giai thirong vo cling hip dan!”” con Nhan sur n6i. “Qua duroc cude thi, cac nguoi s& duge tién Ién! Con néu thua, ta s& an thit cac ngwoi! Aisé I thi
sinh day?”

Annabeth ndm Iy canh tay ti. “T6 biét rdi,” c6 Ay thi thim. “T6 biét né dang dinh hoi gi roi.”

Toi ciing khong tranh cai quyét liét nita. T6i khong mudn Annabeth bi mdt con quéi vat xoi ngiu nghién, nhung néu con Nhén su dinh choi trd giai d6 thi



chic chén 6 Ay 1 ngudi c6 kha ndng nhét trong s6 ching toi.

Co ay bude t6i cai byc danh cho thi sinh, véi mdt bd xwong méic dong phuc hoc sinh dang phii lén n6. C6 Ay ddy bo xwong ra, bd xuong kéu loéng xoéng
khi roi xudng nén nha.

“Xin 161, Annabeth néi v6i bd xuong,

“Xin chao, Annabeth Chase!”” con quéi vit gao Ién, mic dit Annabeth chira hé n6i tén. “Nguoi da sin sang chira?”
“Ri, hoi cau nao thi hoi di.”

“Thyec ra 14 hai nuroi cau héi méi ding!” con Nhan sur vui sudng noi.

“Cai gi? Nhung ngay xua...”

“A, nhung bon ta da nang chudn 1én rdi! D& hoan tit cudc thi, nguoi phai chimg to kha néing ctia minh qua hai muroi cau d6! Tuyét khong?”
Tiéng vd tay vang 1én va ngimng lai nhur thé ai d6 vin voi nude vdy.

Annabeth nhin t6i lo Fing. Toi gt dau trén tinh.

“Puge 16i,” ¢d Ay bao con Nhan sur. “Toi da sin sang.”

Mt tiéng tréng vang Ién tir phia trén. Mt con Nhén sur sang 1én voi vé han hoan. “Thi... tha d6 ctia Bulgaria 1 gi?”
Annabeth nhiu méy. Trong khoanh khéic t5i t& d6, toi nghi 6 4y khong tra 1oi duoc.

“Sofia,” ¢6 4y tra 104, “nhung...”

“Chinh xc!” Lai tiéng v tay duoc thu sén vang lén. Con Nhan sur cuoi nhéin nh nhe hét ca réing nanh. “Nho dénh diu 16 rang vao dap an trong bai kiém
tra bang cay but chi s0 2.”

“Céi gi?” Annabeth trong hoang mang. Sau d6 mdt cu6n séach bai tap nho xuét hién trén céi buc phia trudc ¢ 4y, ciing voi mdt cay but chi di duoc got
san.

“Nguoi phai khoanh tron céc dép 4n mdt cach 16 rang, dap an khong duoc thira ra ngoai,” con Nhan su néi. “Néu cin phai tiy x6a thi phai tiy sach sg,
néu khong may khong doc dugc dap an cua nguoi dan.”

“May nao?”” Annabeth hoi.

Con Nhan su chi béng bd mong VLlf:)t ctia nd. Bén canh cai dén pha 1 mot cai hop bing dong véi mot dbng banh ring, don by va mot chit cai Hy Lap Fta
to ding ¢ bén canh, dau hi€u cua than

“Gior 1a cau hoi tiép theo,” con Nhén sur noi.
“Cho mdt chit,” Annabeth chen vao. “Thé con cau ‘Con gi di bon chan vao budi sang’ thi sa0?”
“Nguoi vira ndi céi gi co?” gio thi rd rang 1a con Nhan su dang gidn di.

“Céu (f) v?; connguoi. Anh ta di bang bén chn vao budi sang, gidng nhur tré con, bang hai chin vao budi chiéu, gidng nhu nguoi I6n, va bing ba chéin vao
bubi 61, giong nhur 6ng gia chong gay vay. Do 1a cau nguoi thudng hdi.”

“P6 chinh 14 Ii do tai sao chiing ta ddi cau hoil”” con quéi vt tuyén bd. “Ngwoi da biét dap an roi. Bay gios 1 cau tiép theo, cin muoi siu bang bao nhiéu?”
“Bbn,” Annabeth néi, “nhung...”

“Chinh x4c! Tong théng M§ ndo ky Tuyén ngdn giai phong no 162

“Abraham Lincoln, nhung...”

“Ping! Causd bén...”

“Dimg lai da!” Annabeth gao kén.

T6i mudn béo ¢6 4y dimg phan nan gi nita. C6 4y dang imrat tt. C6 4y chi cn tra 1i cac cau hoi va ching toi ¢6 thé di.

“P6 khong phai 1 nhitng cu db,” Annabeth noi.

“Nguoi ni thé ¢6 ¥ gi?”” con Nhan sur d6p 1oi. “Tét nhién do i cau d6 roi. Déy I bai kiém tra duoc thiét ké dic bigt...”



“Po chi A mit mG nhitng cau hoi ngd ngén vé sur kién,” Annabeth khiing khing. “Cau d6 phai khién ngudi ta suy nghi.”

“Nghi a?” con Nhén su nhiu my. *“Lamsao ta kiém tra durgc cac ngwoi c6 kha ning suy nghi hay khong? Thét 1 16 bich! Nao, bay gid can bao nhiéu lyrc
d..”

“Dirmg lai!”” Annabeth van khiing khing, “Déy la mot bai kiém tra ngu ngde.”

‘Um, Annabeth,” Grover lo ]Emg xen vao. “Co 18 chu ctr, uhm, cdu biét déy, thi truwde dirdi phan nan sau duoc khong?”’

“T¢ 13 con ciia nit than Athena,” ¢6 Ay nhan manh. “Va déy 1 sur sinhuc véi trf tué cta t6. To s& khong tra 161 nhitng cau hoi nay.”

Mot phén trong t6i bi 4n twong boi ¢4 tinh manh m3 ciia c6 4y, nhung mdt phén t6i lo king ring niém kiéu hinh ciia Annabeth ¢6 thé khién cé i di tong!
Anh dén pha chiéu choi 1da. Mét con Nhan sur sang lén toan mdt méu den.

“Ihé thi sao, thi sinh yéu quy,” con quai vat noi chdm réi “Néu ngwroi khong tré 11, ngwoi thua cude! Va vi ching ta khong thé dé dira tré ndo duogc phép
tiét 1o bi mat nén nguroi s€ bi AN THIT!”

Con Nhan sur gio bd mong vubt sang bong nhur thép khong gi. N6 nhao dén chd cai buc.

“Khong!” Tyson lao lén. Cau &y rét kho chiu khi théy ai d6 bt nat Annabeth, nhung ti khong thé tin duoc | cau dy lai diing cam dén thé, dc bigt B khi
cdu ay bi am anh véi con Nhan su dén vy trong qua kh.

Céu ta chan con Nhan sur lai gitta khong trung va ca hai roi xudng dong xwrong bén canh. Dicu d6 giop Annabeth ¢6 du thoi gian van dung tri khon ctia minh
va it dao ra. Tyson dtmg ddy, chiéc 4o somi ciia cau Ay bi xé vun. Con Nhin sur gim gir, tim kiém co hdi tin cong,

T6i ritt thanh Thity Triéu ra va bude n phia trrde Annabeth.

“Tang hinh di,” t6i n6i véi ¢ 4y.

“T& ¢6 thé chién dau!”

“Khong!” Téi la kn. “Con Nhan su mudn an cau! D bon t¢ xi no.”

Nhu dé chimg minh 16 n6i ctia t6i, con Nhan sur dy Tyson sang mdt bén va c6 ging vurot qua t6i. Grover choc nd mdt nhat vao it bﬁmg mot khiic xuong

céng chan ctia ai d6. Con Nhén sur thét 1én dau don. Annabeth d6i cai mil ludi trai 1én va bién mét. Con Nhén sur nhay bd vao chd ¢ 4y vira dimg, nhung
khong bt duoc gi

“Khong cong bang!” con Nhan sur la hét. “Dd lira dao!”

Khong con nhin thdy Annabeth dau nita, con Nhin su quay sang ti. Toi gio‘kiém 1én, nhung trurde khi t6i kip ra don, Tyson da nhéc bong cai may chdm
diém Ién khéi mit san va ném vao dau con Nhan su, 1am hong bt toc trén dau nd. Cai mdy tan tanh thanh tirg manh va roi vai xung quanh con quai vat.

“May chdm diém ctia ta!” n6 gio én. “Ta khong thé trd thanh hang méu néu khong 6 cai miy chim diém!”

O 1bira, céc thanh chan dugc nhic lén. Ching t6i cling lao vao dudng ham. Va t6i chi rang Annabeth ciing dang lam nhu vy.

Con Nhén su bat dau dudi theo, nhung Grover dua cdy sdo bang sdy ciia minh kén va bat d?}u t]”\KSi. Dot nhién nhitng cay but chi nhé ra ring ching timg
mot phin cua thin cdy. Ching tu tap lai quanh mong vuot cua nhén su, moc e va canh va bét dau quap chat lay bon chén ctia con quai vat. Con Nhén su
wving vay thoat ra, nhung diéu d6 ciing gitip chiing t6i c6 du thoi gian d€ thao chay.

Tyson kéo Grover vao dudng hdm, va cac thanh chin dong sam lai phia sau ching toi.

“Annabeth!” t6i hét 1on.

“Pay!” c6 4y & ngay bén canh t6i. “Tiép tuc chay dil”

Ching t6i chay xuyén qua duong hdm t6i om nhu mire, van nghe thiy tiéng con Nhin su & phia sau kéu gao vé tit ca cac bai kiém tra ma n6 s& phai chdm
bang tay.
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Chuong 11

Toi nghi chiing t6i da dé lac mit con nhén cho dén khi Tyson nghe thiy nhitng tiéng bong bong nho nhd. Ching ti & & mot vai doan, quay vé chd cii mdt
vai lAn, va cubi cing thi tim thiy con nhén dang dép c4i du ti hon vao canh cira kim loai.

Cénh cira trong gidng nhur mot clra sdp 6 tau ngam kiéu ¢6 — hinh 6 van, véi nhimg chiéc dinh tan dong xung quanh va mot banh l4i thay cho tay dim Noi
déng I§ la canh ctra la mdt tam bang bang dong thau, xanh 1én vi cii k¥ va ¢6 mot chit Hy Lap Eta duoc khic & giita.

Ching 6 tat thay nhin nhau.

“Pa sin sang dé gap thin Hephaestus chira?” Grover ndi mdt cach o king,

“Chua,” t6i thira nhan.

“Réi!” Tyson giong han hoan, va ciu ta quay banh xe.

Ngay khi canh cira md ra, con nhén chay vut vao trong voi Tyson ngay déng sau n6. Tt ca ching t6i theo sau, khong dén ndi nong long nhur cau Ay.

Cén phong rong ménh mbng. Trong né nhur mdt cai gara tho' co khi, voi mot vai cai mdy ning thiry hre. Mot sO may c6 6 to dé phia trén, nhung nhimg cai
khéac con ¢6 nhimng vat la hon: mbt con hippalektryon bang dong khong du va mdt ddng day ro Eing nhing treo trén cai dubi rong ciia nd, mjt con su tir

bang kim loai ¢6 vé dang dugc treo & d6 dé sac pin, va mdt ¢d xe ngwa thoi chién ctia Hy Lap lim hoan toan bang Iira.

Céc loai miy mdc nho hon nam rai réc t{én hon murdi céi ban lAm vige. Cong cu dugc treo doc trén cac buc tuong. Mc’gi cong cu ¢d mot vi tri riéng trén
bang treo dung cu, nhung duong nhu ching c6 thir gi & ding vi tri ctia n6 cd. Cai bua thi ndm & cho tua vit. Con sting ban ghim thi treo & cho céi cua.

Bén dudi chiéc may ning thily luc gin nhét dang do chiéc Toyota Corolla doi 98 13 mdt cip chén tho ra ngodi — phan nira dudi ctia mdt ngudi to 1o trong
chiéc quan ban thiu nmiu xdm, va di gidy con to hon ca ciia Tyson. Mot bén chan dang phai nep bang kim loai.

Con nhén bod héi ha xubng dudi gim xe, va tiéng bong bong ciing ngimg lai.
“Pugc 16i, durge rdi,” mdt giong tram trim vang Ién tir dudi chiéc xe Corolla. “Chiing ta c6 gi day nhi?”

Nguoi tho co khi chui ra trén mot chiée xe ddy thip va dung day. Toi da nhin tluy thin Hephaestus mot Jan chdp nhoéng trén dinh Olympus trude day, nén
101 trdng minh d chuén bj trude tinh thin, nhung bo dang cta 6ng Ay e nay khién toi nubt nuée miéng,

Toi doan 6ng dy da tim tap sach s& khi toi gip ong ay trén dinh Olympus, hodc I sir dung phép thudt ndo do dé cho hinh dang ctia 6ng bot phan gom
guoc Gidr ddy trong xuong im viée, 16 rang ng Ay khong quan tim dén ngoai hinh chit ndo. Ong 4y dang mic mOt b 40 lién quén trét day dau md va bui
ban. Chir Hephaestus dugc théu ¢ tii ngrre. Chan ong kéu cot ket bén trong tAm nep kim loai khi ong dy dimg én, va vai tréi ctia Ong t}np hon vai phai, vi
thé trong thin Hephaestus lic ndo ciing nhu dang nghiéng ngudi, ngay ca khi 6 ong dy dang dimg thing. PAu 6 6ng thi méo mo va chd 16i chd lom. Vé mit cau
¢6 gidn dir lu6n thuong tryc trén khudn it ong. Chomréu den cua 6ng ta bdc khéi va kéu xi xi. Ctr mdt chde nhitng dém lira lai ban Ién réu ong va roi vut
tit. Ban tay ong to bang ¢d c4i ging tay bt bong chay, nhung thao téc véi con nhén méy vo cling linh hoat. Ong thio n6 ra chi trong hai gidy, va sau d6 lip
no lai nhur ban dau.

“Roi dy,” 6ng dy lim bam mdt minh. “T6t hon nhidu rdi ddy.”

Con nhén vui sudng tut xudng khoi ong ban tay ong ta, ching mdt céi to' hrdi bang kim loai 1én tran nha va nhin nhay bo di.

Than Hephaestus vé phia chiing ti. “Ta khong tao ra cac ngwoi, ding khong?”

“Vang,” Annabeth ndi, “khong thra ngai.”

“Tét,” vi thin Am bam “Tay nghé kém.”

Ong ta nhin k§ Annabeth va t6i. “Con lai,”” 6ng 4y cau nhau. “C6 thé 1a nguoi méy, di nhién, nhung c6 thé khong”

“Ching ta da gip nhau rdi, thua Ngai,” t6i bao véi ong dy.

“Thé 42" vi than dép mot céch lo dang. Toi c6 cam gide ong y chng quan tim dén bat ctr dicu gi khéc. Ong Ay chi dang tinh toan cdi xwong ham ctia toi
dang hoat dong theo co ché nio, la ban &, hay don bay, hay 14 cai gi khac. “Vay thi, néu ta da khong dép tan ngwroi thanh dong bot nho trong lan gap mt
trude ddy, ta cho 1a gio ta cling s€ khong lam diéu d6.”

Ong ay nhin Grover va nhiu ny. “Than rimg.” Sau d6 quay sang Tyson, va m¥t ong ta chép chdp. “A, mot Cyclops. Tét tot. Ngwoi di cing i nay am gi
vay?”

“Uh...” Tyson nhin vao vi than vdi sy kinh ngac.

“Ping, m)t cAu trd 1o thélt hay,” thin Hephaestus dong tinh. *“Vay thi phéi c6 1y do gi d6 nghe duge cho viéc cac ngwoi im phién ta chir nhi. Ta phai gidn
doan cong viéc vdi chiec Corolla ndy, d6 khong phai 1a chuyén nho dau.”



“Thura ngai,” Annabeth ngdp ngirng ndi. “Chiing t61 dang tim Daedalus. Chiing toi nghi...”
“Daedalus?”” vi than kéu Ién. “Cac nguoi mudn tim Bo gia con do d6 a? Cac ngwoi dam tim hiin sao!”

Chomréu ctia 6ng Ay bién thanh lira, va d6i mét den clia 6ng sang ruc én.

“Vang, ding viy, mong ngai gitip,” Annabeth n6i

“Hirm Céc nguoi dang phi thoi gian 101" Ong nhiu méy nhin vao cai g 6 trén chjéc ban lim viéc va I€ bude t6i do. Ong nhit mdt mé gdm nhirng 1o xo va
manh kim loai 1én va chép noi ching lai voi nhau. Chi trong vai gidy, trén tay 6ng dy da la mt con chim ung bang dong va bac. N6 xoe canh, chop chop
doi mit bang da va bay lugn quanh phong.

Tyson vo tay cuoi lon. Con chim dau In vai Tyson va can can vao tai cu ay mt cach triu mén.

Than Hephaestus nhin céu dy. Nét cau c6 trén mit 6ng ay khong thay doi, nhung toi nghi t thiy mot nét nhin thén thién hon trong it ong. “Ta ¢ cam gisc
13 nguoi cé di€u gi d6 can ndi véi ta, Cyclops a.”

Nu cuoi trén mdi Tyson tit dan. “VA... ving, thua ngii. Ching ti da gip mot ngudi trim tay.”

Thin Hephaestus gat dau va chang to vé gi 1 ngac nhién ca. “Briares?”

“Ding. Anh dy... anh 4y so. Anh 4y s& khong giiip ching t61.”

“Va diéu d6 lam nguoi thiy budn phién.”

“Véng!” Giong Tyson ngip ngimg, “Anh Briares dang & phai manh chir! Anh ta I6n tudi hon va manh hon cac Cyclops. Nhung anh dy lai bo chay.”

Than Hephaestus ku bau. “Pa c6 thoi ta timg ngudng md cac anh ching trim tay do. Quay lai nhimg ngay xay ra cubc chién tranh d4u tién. Nhung con
nguoi, quéi Vat, va ngay ca cac vi thén nita ciing thay 601, anh ban Cyclops. Cau khong thé tin bon ho. Hay nhin ngudi me yéu quy Hera ctia ta. Cau da gip
ba Ay rdi ding khong? Ba dy s& cudi voi cdu va ni ve chuyén gia dinh quan trong nhur thé ndo, diing khong? Nhung viée d6 ciiing khong ngin viée ba dy
ném ta khoi dinh Olympus khi nhin thdy khudn it x4u xi cta ta.”

“Nhung t6i nghi than Zeus moi 1 ngudi m thé véi ngai,” t6i noi.

Hephaestus héing giong va nhd vao mot cai bng nhd bing ddng. Ong Ay bing tay, va con chim ung bang kim loai bay trd lai ban m viée.

“Me ta ci thich ké theo kiéu nhur vay ddy,” ng &y gim gir. “Mot cach ty kim cho minh déng yéu hon. DO hét 16 1én dau cha ta. Sur thit B, me ta thich
cudc song gia dinh, nhung khong phai loai ndo ciing thich. Phai 1 gia dinh hoan hao. Ba ay nhin ta va... hirm, 3 rang ta khong giong nhiing gi ba ay tuong
tuong, ding khong?”

Ong 4y nhd mdt cai Ibng trén keng con chim sat, va con chim méy rdi thanh tirmg méanh.

“Tin ta di, anh ban Cyclops tré tudi,” thAn Hephaestus noi, “ngwoi khong thé tin mdt ngudi ndo khéc. Tét ca nhitng gi ngwoi ¢6 thé tin i san phdm do chinh
tay minh lAmra.”

D6 duong nhur B cach song qua u don doc. Vi ki, 161 khong hoan toan tin tuéng vao tac pham ctia thin Hephaestus. Mot in & Denver, con nhén iy cia
ong ay da suyt giet chét Annabeth va t6i. Con nam ngoai, chinh mdt céi tugng Talos bi 101 khi ché tao da khién Bianca mat mang — lai mdt trong nhiing cong
trinh nhoHephaestus.

Ong 4y nhin chim chit vao ti va nheo nheo mit, nhu thé dang doc suy nghi cia t0i viy. “O, anh chng nay khong thich ta. Dimg lo, ta quen vige d6 rdi
Neguoi s& hoi ta vige gi day, anh chang 4 than nho tudi?”

“Ching t6i da ndi véi ngai rf?i,” t01 ndi. “Chiing t6i cé‘}n tim Daedalus. C6 mot g tén la Luke, va hén ta dang m viée cho Kronos. Hin dang tim duong di
qua Mé Cung, r0i tir d6 chiém trai ctia chiing t6i. Néu chiing t6i khong tim thay Daedalus trude thi...”

“Ta d4 n6i cho ngwoi ri. Tim Daedalus chi phi thoi gian thoi. Hin s& khong gitp dau.”

“Tai sao khong?”

Thén Hephaestus nhin vai. “Vainguoi trong s ching ta timg bi ht ¢6 khoi dinh Olympus. Mot vai nguoi trong s ching ta... cach ching ta hoc d§ khong
tin ngudi khac thi gbn dau kho hon nhiéu. Xin ta vang. Hoéc 1a mit manh,kié‘m lira. Hoac mdt con chién mé ¢6 phép thudt. Nhirng thir d6 ta c¢6 thé cho cac
nguoi mot cach dé dang. Nhung con Daedalus? D6 lai 1a mon qua qua dat roi!”

“Viy Ia ngai biét 6ng dy ¢ dau,” Annabeth tao strc ép.

“Nhung gio di tim thi khong phai 14 Iyra chon thdng minh dau, c6 gai.”

“Mee t6i ndi tim kiém 1 ban néng cua tri tug.”



Than Hephaestus nheo mit. “Thé me ¢6 L ai?”
“Nir thin Athena.”

“Hiéu rd1,” ong Ay tho dai. “Nir thin xinh dep, Athena. That xiu hd 1 c6 dy lai hira ring khong bao gidr két hon. Pugc rdi, con lai. Ta 6 thé n6i cho co
nhiing gi ¢6 muon biet. Nhung moi thir déu cd céi gid ctia nd. Ta cling can nguoi dép tra mdt viée.”

“Ngai n6i di,” Annabeth tra 101

Théan Hephaestus cudi Ion — mdt &m thanh oang oang nhur mdt cai dng bé 16n ngau nghién an kra vay. “Anh hing cac ngwoi,” 6ng ta n6i, “lic ndo ciing hira
liéu! That khoan khoai lam sao!”

Ong ta r)hén mdt cai it trén ban lam vi€e, va mdt canh ctra chop béng kin} loai mt doc turong md ra. B6 ¢ thé | mdt cdi ctra s6 16n, hoag cﬁpg ¢ thé Ia
mot chiéc ti vi man hinh 16n, t6i cling khong rd nita. Ching t6i dang nhin thay m0t day nii xim ngoét dugc bao quanh boi cac khu rimg. Chéc han d6 phai
12 mGt ngon niti kra, boi khdi dang boc ngit tir trén dinh.

“Mot trong nhing 10 rén ctia ta,” thin Hephaestus n6i. “Ta c6 rat nhiéu noi nhu vay, nhung d6 da timg 1 chd ta wa thich nhét.”

“Do 1a N St. Helens(13),” Grover n6i. “Cé mdt canh rirng 1én bao quanh nd.”

“Cau timg & d6 10 42" 161 hoi.

“Thi t& di tim.. cAu biét rdi ddy, thin Pan.”

“Chér da,” Annabeth vira ndi vira nhin thin Hephaestus. “Ngai ndi d6 da timg i noi ua thich. Vay chuyén gi da xay ra?”

Thén Hephaestus vudt chom rau dang 4m i chay. “Um, d6 1 noi con quéi vat tén Typhon bi nhdt, cac ngwoi biét déy Trudc ddy hén bi nhdt dudi nii Etna,
nhung khi ching ta chuyén dén chau My thi ngon nii St. Helens chinh I noi giam giit sirc manh ctia hén. Mot ngudn kra ménh fiét, nhung hoi nguy hiém
Liic ndo ciing c6 nguy co hin s& tron thoat. Dao ndy nii ra phun rét nhidu, lira chay am i ca ngay dém. Hin ta dang thao thirc voi sw ndi loan ciia cac thin
khong 16 Titan.”

“Vay ngai mudn chiing ti lm g? Panh lai hin?”

Thén Hephaestus khit miii. “Thé Ity sat. Chinh cac thén con bo chay néu Typhon durgc giai thoat nita . Khong, cau mong cac nguoi khong gip phai hin,
chir dimg ndi I danh nhau véi han. Nhung gan déy ta cam nhn duge ¢6 ké xam pham ngon niii ndy cta ta. Ké nao do, hodc cai gi d6 dang st dung 1o rén
ndy cta ta. Khita t6id6 thi ching c6 gl nhung ta bict c6 ai d6 da str dung n6. Chiing cam nhan duoc moikhi ta t6i va chuén mat. Ta cho céc co miy cta
ta dén do tham, nhung ching khong quay tro lai. C6 cdi g do... ¢6 xwa ¢ d6. Ma quy. Ta muon bict ai ddm ca gan xam chiém Iinh dia cua ta, va liéu c6
phai ching muon tha Typhon khong.”

“Vay i ngai mubn ching t6i tim hiéu xem ching 13 ai,” t6i ni.

“y da,” thin Hephaestus noi. “Dén do6 di. C6 thé ching s& khong cam nhan dugc swr ¢ mit clia cac ngwoi, vi cac nguoi khong phai 1 thin.”

“Rat vui | ong nhén ra diéu d6,” t6i nhi thim

“Hay di va tim ra nhiing gi c4c nguoi c6 thé,” thin Hephaestus néi. “Bao céo lai cho ta, 16i ta s& ndi cho cac ngwoi diéu cac nguoi muén biét vé
Daedalus. Annabeth néi. “Lam sao ching t6i dén d6?”

Thén Hephaestus vd tay. Mot con nhén du xubng tir noc nhd. Annabeth 1 ki khi n6 “ha canh” xubng chan cb 4y.

“Con vat may nay s& dan duong cho cac nguroi, ” thin Hephaestus néi. “Noi d6 s& khong xa lim néu cac nguoi di xuyén qua Mé Cung, Va cb ging song
s6t nhé, duoc chir? Con ngudi yéu mém hon nhidu so véi may moc ddy.”

Lo trinh ctia ching t61 van t6t dep, cho dén khi ching t6i cham phai nhiing cai 1é cdy. Con nhén van ctr di phiing phéing trong khi ching t6i bi ket lai, nhung
101 chiing t6i pfmg tim duoc mdt dudng ham & ria bén canh, dat thit duoc dao 1én va phii ca Ién nhiing céi ré cay to. Grover dung lai va nhin cham cham
vao nhitng dau vet do.

“Cai gi thé?” T6i hoi.

Céu 4y khong dong ddy. Grover ha hbc mdm nhin vao cai dudng hdm ti den. Mai toc xoan ctia ciu dy bay sot soat trong gio.

“Di ndo!” Annabeth néi. “Ching ta phai tiép tuc di.”

“Pay 14 16i di,”” Grover 1am bam trong ndi kinh sg. “Chinh 1 n6.”

“Puong nd0?” t6i hoi. “°Y ciu ... tdi chd thin Pan?”

Grover nhin Tyson. “Céu khong ngiri dugc nd sao?”’



“PAt,” Tyson noi. “Va thuc vat.”

“Ping, d4y chinh 14 16i di. T& chéc chén day!”

O déng trude, con nhén dang di xa dan bén dudi c4i hanh lang bing da. Chi vai gidy nita thdi ching t6i s& mat déu nd.
“Chiing ta s& quay lai,”” Annabeth hira. “Trén dudng vé gip than Hephaestus.”

“Liic d6 dudng hdm bién mét rdi,” Grover néi. “Té phai theo né. Mot canh cira nhu thé nay s& khong mo méi dau!”
“Nhung chiing ta khong thé,” Annabeth n6i. “Con nhing cai 1o rén!”

Grover nhin Annabeth dy budn ba. “T6 khong thé lam khéc duge, Annabeth. Cau c6 hiéu khong?””

Cb 4y trong that tuyét vong, nhur thé ¢o Ay chang hiéu gi hét. Con nhén sap bién khoi tam mét. Nhung t6i nghi vé cudc tro chuyén giita toi va Grover i
qua, va t61 biet chiing t6i s€ phai lam gi.

“Ching ta s& chia ra,” toi ndi.

“Khong!”” Annabeth kéu Ién. “Nhur thé qua nguy hiém. Lam sao chiing ta c6 thé tim lai nhau dugc? Va lai khong thé dé Grover di mot minh.”
Tyson dé tay 1én vai Grover. “Em... em & di v6i cau 4y.”

To6i khong tin ndi vao tai minh. “Tyson, em chic chir?”

Cau nhdc cao 16n gt dau. “Anh chang dé nay cin s gitip do. Chiing ta s& tim thiy nguoi goi | thin. Em khong giéng nhu thin Hephaestus. Em tin vao
banbe.”

Grover hit mt ci thit sau. “Percy, ching ta s& tim dugc nhau. Ching ta van con soi ddy giao camma. Té... t& phai m nhur vay.”

To6i khong trach cau dy. Pay | myc dich sdng ctia cau dy. Néu cau dy khong tim thy than Pan trong chuyén di nay thi Hoi dong s& khong bao gi cho cu
ay thém mot co hi nita.

“Té hy vong I3 cdu diing,” t61 noi.

“T¢ biét 13 t6 ding ma.” T6i chura bao gid thy cau Ay tr tin dén vay trude bat cir diéu g, trir viéc mon enchiladas(14) phd mai ngon hon mon enchiladas
Q.

“Hay cin trong,” t6i can dan Grover, 10i nhin Tyson. Caua dycd ngin tiéng khoc rdi 6m toi mdt cai lam t6i sdp 1i ca con nguoi ra khoi mét. Roi sau do cau
4y va Grover lan vao duodng hAmré cdy va bién mét vao bong tdi.

“Dicu ndy that t&,” Annabeth néi. “Chia nguoi ra thé niy ding b mt y tudng vo cing, vo ciing toi t¢ day.”
“Ching ta s& gip lai ho,” ti ¢b n6i voi giong tur tin. “Gid thi di thdi, con nhén di xa rdi kia!”
Chi mdt ic sau duong hdm tré nén nong ham hép.

Céc bire turong da néng ryc. Chiing t6i ¢6 cam g nhur thé minh dang di chuyén qua mot cai bép 1o.  Buong hédm ddc xubng va t6i c6 thé nghe thiy tiéng
rAm rAm rét to, gidng nhu B mdt dong song kim loai vay. Con nhén uét di véi Anmabeth theo ngay ding sau.

“Nay, cho da,” ti goi ¢d 4y.

C5 4y quay lai nhin t6i. “Sao thé?”

“Than Hephaestus lic d6 ni cai gi... vé nit thin Athena dy nhi.”

“Ba 4y da thé khong bao gios két hon,” Annabeth n6i. “Gidng nhur nit thin Artermis va nit thin Hestia(15). Ba 4y la mdt trong nhitng ni¥ than ddng trinh.”
Toi chop miit. Toi chura bao gioy nghe chuyén ndy vé nir than Athena. “Nhung thé...”

“Lamsao ba 4y lai c6 cac con I 4 than chir gi?”

Toi gt dau. C6 thé i con d6 mit nita, nhung hy vong ludng khong khi néng s& khién Annabeth khong chi y.

“Percy, cau biét nix thAn Athena dugc sinh ra thé nao khong?”

“Ba 4y nhay ra tir du thin Zeus v6i day du vii khi va y phuc hay gi d6 dai loai nhu vay.”



“Chinh xac. Ba 4y khong sinh ra theo cach binh thurong, Ba dy dung i da duoc sinh ra boi y nghil Cdc con ctia ba 4y ciing duoc sinh ra theo cach d6. Khi
Athena yéu mOt ngudi binh thuong, tinh yéu d6 hoan toan 1 trong trf 6¢, nhur cach ma ba dy yéu Odysseus trong nhitng cu chuyén co. D6 1a sy gip g&
gitra hai tim hon. Ba ay n6i d6 1a kiéu tinh yéu thuan khiét nhat.”

“Vay cha cdu va nit Athena... vay cau khong phai...”

“T6 la dira tré duoc sinh ra bang tri tug,” Annabeth noi. “Diing ra i n6i thi cac con ctia nit than Athena déu duoe sinh ra tir suy nghi thén thanh ciia me va
tai tri tuy€t voi ctia cha. Bon t6 duge xem 12 mdt mon qua, mot 10 chuc tot lanh ma nit than Athena giri cho nguoi dan 6ng ma ba yéu quy.”

“Percy, con nhén sp di mat rdi kia kia. Cau thue ong mudn t& giai thich chi tiét chuyén t6 sinh ra nhu thé ndo sao?”
“Ar... khong, Vay 1a dugc 161"

C5 Ay cudi diéu da. “To nghi la khong” Va co by chay 1én phia trude. Toi dudi theo, nhung t6i khong chéc minh s& nhin Annabeth bang con mét nhur trude
hay khong, Toi nghi c6 1€ mdt s6 chuyén tha cir 1 di€u huyén bi lai tot hon.

Tiéng am am mbi lie mdt to. Sau khi chay thém khong nira déim, ching t6i t6i mdt cai hang to & bang mot san van dong Super Bowl. Con nhén dan
duong clia ching t6i dirng lai va cudn thanh mot qua bong. Vay 1a ching t6i da t6i 10 rén cua than Hephaestus.

Qhéng c6 sannha gi chi c6 dung nham sti bong bong hang chuc meét phia bén dudi. Ching t1 dimg trén mot day ddi da bao quanh cai hang. Mot hé thong
cau kim loai bac ngang qua no. Va ¢ trung tim la mot cai bé Ion voi du loai miy moc, vac, 10 rén, va mot cai de Ion chua timg thay — mdt cuc sat voi kich
¢d ctia mdt ngdi nha. Céc con vat di chuyén xung quanh chiéc buc — mdt vai con mau den, rat la, nhung chiing & qua xa nén t6i khong thé nhin 15 ttrng chi
tiét.

“Ching ta s& khong thé nio Ién dén chd ching duoc,” toi néi.

Annabeth nhiit con nhén kim loai 1én va cho n vao ti 40. “T& ¢6 thé. Poi day.”

“Cho da!” t6i ndi, nhung trurde khi t6i ¢6 thé tranh cai, co dy da doi cai mil Yankees 1én va bién thanh tang hinh.

Toi khong dam goi theo ¢6 4y, nhung t6i khong thich ¥ trdng c6 Ay tiép can cai b rén mot minh. Néu bon ngoai kia c6 thé cam nhan dwoc mot vi thin dang
deén thi liéu Annabeth cé an toan duoc khong?

Toi quay lai nhin con duong hdm Mé Cung. Téi da thiy nhd Grover va Tyson roi. Cudi clng, quyét dinh khong thé ngdi cho mdt chd. T6i bo doc theo mép
ngoai ctia chiéc hd ddy dung nham, véi hy vong kiém duroc mdt goc nhin thuan loi hon dé theo dai nhing gi dang xay ra & giita ho.

Nhict do tht kinh khing. Trai nudi gia stic ctia Geryon so v6i noi ndy thirvﬁn 12 mot thién duong mia dong! CIﬁng €6 e ndo trén nguoi t6i khong c6 mo
hoi. Mat t6i cay xe vikhoi. Toi Vtiénrlén, 0 tranh xa H}iéng mii Itra, cho déq khi bi chan lai bdi mdt chiec xe day voi nhitng banh xe kim loai, giong loai ngum
ta van ding d¢ khai mo. Toi nhic tam che bang vai dau kén va bén trong sat vun chat day nira xe. Toi dang dinh di long vong quanh nd thi bong nghe thay
mot tiéng ndi vong ra tir phia trude mét, c¢d € 1a tr mit duong ham bén canh.

“C6 demnd t6i khong?”

“C6,” mdt giong khac n6i. “Phim sdp xong roi.”

Toi hoang sg. Toi khong c6 dii thoi gian dé i lai. Chang ¢6 noi ndo dé tron ca, trir... cai xe ddy. Toi bo vao trong xe va phi tim vai kén trén, hy vong chura
bi ai phat hién. Mot tay t6i nam lay thanh Thiy Trieu, d€ phong trudng hop tdi s& phai chien dau.

Chiéc xe trong tranh in vé phia trudc.

“Oi,” mdt giong coc can thd 16 vang lén. “Thir ndy ning dén hang tan.

“Pay a dong celestial,” ngudi con lai néi. “Ngwoi cho rang né l cai gi?”

Toi bi kéo theo. Bon ching 1&, va qua dm thanh ctia banh xe vong Ién thanh xe, t61 doan ching t6i da di vé phia cubi ciia duwong ham va vao mot can phong
nho hon. Hy vong t6i s& khong bi d6 vio mot céi vai dang s6i sung suc. Néu ching bit dau 13t nguroc, thi t6i phai nhanh chong thoat ra. Toi nghe thy rt
nhiéu tiéng n6i chuyén huyén ndo, nhung khong phai tleng nguoi— cai gl do nira giong tiéng hai ciu tru tréo, nira gidng tiéng ché gim gir. Con c6 mit am
thanh gi d6 khdc nita, gidng nhu tiéng mdt chiéc may chiéu phim doi ¢b va mdt giong bé ti dang doc o1 din truyén.

“Clr dé n vao phia cudi,” mdt giong mGi vang lén tir dau kia ciia can phong, “Gio thi cac con, hily ciing xem phim. Sau khi két thiic céc con s& c6 thoi gian
dat cau hoi.”

Céc giong noi Fing xubng va t6i c6 thé nghe thiy tiéng trong phim

Dbi voi mdt quéi vat bién moi trrdng thanh, giong thuyét minh vang Ién, co thé cac ban s& co nhimg thay ddi. Cac ban co the dé y thiy rang nanh ctia minh
ngiy mot dai ra va bdng nhién c6 mong mudn duroc an thit con ngudi. Nhiing thay d6i nay 1 rét binh thirdng va xay ra voi tit ca quai vat moi truéng thanh,

Nhimg tleng gam gur thich thi tran ngdp can phong. Ga giao vién — t6i doan chic n6 phai i giao vién — méing fii thl con giit trét tur, va bo phim tiép tuc. Toi
chang hiéu gi phin 16n b phim, nhung ciing khong dam ngang 1én nhin. B phim tiép tuc ndi vé giai doan dy thi, mun trimg ca do im viéc trong céc 1o rén,



cach vé sinh chan mang hop Iy va cudi cling thi né ciing két thiic.

“Nao, céac con,” gi gido vién noi. “Tén ding ctia lodi ching ta 1a gi?”’

“Quéi vat bién!” mt con kéu Ién.

“Khong ding, Ai ¢ y kién khac?”

“Céc Telekhine!” mdt con khéc phat biéu.

“Tét im,” gio vién khen ngoi. “Va tai sao ching ta & day?”

“Tra thu!” mdt vai con tra 1oi.

“Dung dung, nhung tai sao?”

“Zeus 1 quy dit!”” mdt con ndi. “Hén ném ching ta xudng Tartarus chi vi ching ta da str dung phép thuat

“Thuce ra 1a,” g3 gido vien ndi, “sau khi ching ta da rén cho cac o than d6 nhirng vii khi t6t nhét. Cy dinh ba cua Poseidon la mdt vidu. Va tAt nhién —
ching ta con ché ra loai vii khi vil dai nhét cho céc Titan! Vay mi Zeus lai ném chiing ta di va tin tuong vao méy gi Cyclops vung vé. D6 14 Iy do tai sao
ching ta dang doat lai nhiing 1o ren ma g3 Hephaestus chiém doat ciia ching ta. Va chiing miy nira ching ta s& lam chit cac 16 luyén kim dwdi day bién,
ngdinha cta t6 tién ching ta!”

Toi ndm chit cay kiém-but ctia t6i. Nhitng con vat dang gim gir dang kia da ché tao ra ci dinh ba cta thin Poseidon sao? Ching dang n6i vé cai gi viy?
Toi chura bao gio nghe vé mdt con telekhine nao ca.

“Va vi vdy, cac con,” gi gido vién tiép tuc, “chung ta phuc vy ai?”

“Kronos!” ching ho to.

“Va khi cac con 16n Ién thanh nhirng telekhine to 16n, cac con ¢ ché tao vii khi cho quin déi ciia ngai dy khong?”
“Co!”

“T6t lim. Gio chiing ta dem dén ot 1t kim loai vun cho céc con thuc hanh. D& xem cac con khéo Ko thé ndo.”

Aid6 dang héim ho di t6i chd cdi xe déy, ciing v6i nhitng am thanh han hoan thich thi.. Toi da sén sang dé mo np thanh Thity Triéu. TAm vai phi mo ra. Toi
nhdy dung Ién, thanh kiém dong hién ra trong tay t6i sang l6a, va ciing ltic t6i nhan ra trude mat t6i la mot bay... cho.

Um, diing ra thi chi c6 myt ching la gidng cho, véi cai mdm mau den, it ndu va tai nhon hoét. Thin ching bong murot va den tuyén nhur dong vét bién,
chan ngin map, mdt nira | vAy boi mjt nira la chan nguoi. Ching ¢6 tay gidng ngudi voi nhitg méng vudt sic nhon. Néu cac ban két hop mot dira tré,
mdt con chd Doberman pinscher va mdt con sur tir bién, ban s& dugc mot loai dong vat trong tw nhur nhitng gi toi dang nhin thay lic nay.

“Mot 4 than!” mdt con gAm gir.

“Anné dil” con khac nheo nhéo.

Nhung chiing chi n6i duge dén ddy trrde khi t6i vung Thity Tridu Ién va cho Ki quéi vit & hang dau bdc hoi.

“Lai lail” Toi hét vao 1l quai vat con lai, b ging to ra gian dr. Piéng sau ching | g gido vién, mdt con telekhine cao gin hai mét voi nhitng c4i ring nanh
dang gim gir chia vé& phia t6i. Toi ¢b hét strc nhin chim cham lai nd.

“Bai hoc moi ndo, ¢ Iop,” toi thong béo. “Hau hét quéi vat bi bc hoi khi bj chém bang thanh kiém dong celestial. Thay doi ndy k hoan toan binh thudng,
va s€ xay ra voi cac nguoi ngay bay gio néu cac nguoi khong LUI LAI!”

That Ia ngac nhién, 1 néi ctia t6i lai ¢6 tic dung, Nhimg con quai vat i lai, nhung van con it nhat hai muoi con nita. Sy sg hdi ma t6i tao ra s& chang kéo
dai lau.

Toi nhay khoi céi xe ddy, hét Ion: “CA LOP GIAI TAN!” va sau d6 chay vé phia 16i ra.

Li quai vét dudi theo t0i, st va gAm gir amy Toi hy vong ching khong chay nhanh duoc véi nhiing cai chin nh6 xiu ctin ¢dn va nhing ming boi, nhung
ching dudi theo khé nhanh. Cam on cac vi thin vi c6 mdt canh cira cudi dudng hdm dan ra hang chinh. Toi dong sim canh cira va quay banh xe trén cira
dé khoa n6 lai, nhung chang biét libund gitt chan duoc Iii quai vat bao lau.

Toi khong b biét phai im gi. Annabeth dang tang hinh dau d6 quanh ddy. Co hoi cho nhiém vy trinh sat khong dé bi phat hién ctia ching t6i thé 1 da di tong,
Toi chay vé phia céi buc ndm gitta hd chira dung nham

“Suyt!” Mot ban tay vo hinh che Iy miéng t6i va kéo ti ra dang sau mdt chiéc vac dong. “Cau muén chét ca doi 42



Téi cham dugc t61 dau co ﬁy va 16t cai mil Yankees ra. Annabeth hién ra trurde miét t6i, mét may nhin nhé va nhem nhude véi tro va bui ban. “Percy, cau
lam sao thé?”

“Ching ta sap c6 ban dong hanh!” T6i nhanh chéng giai thich vé viéc 16p hoc dinh hudng ciia i quai vat. Mit c6 dy mo Ion.

“Hoéa ra ching | nhu vay 4,” ¢6 Ay n6i. “Céc con Telekhine. Péang 1& minh phai biét rdi chir. Va ching dang lm... O, nhin kia.”

Ching ti nhin trom qua cdi vac. O giita cai buc |2 bén con quéi vét bien, nhung ching déu B nhimg con trudng thinh hodn toan, cao it nhat | hai mét rudi.
Da chiing den va sang lap lanh trong anh hra 16 rén khi ching lam viée, nhiing tan Itra tée ra khi ching thay nhau nén bua xu6ng mdt thanh kim loai dai néng
yc.

“Thanh kiém sép hoan thanh rdi,” mdt con néi. “Né can duoc Bm lanh trong mau dé kimloai chayra.”

“0J.” con thir hai ndi. “Liic d6 nd s& sic hon trude”

“Céi gi day?” t6i tham thi.

Annabeth Fc diu. “Bon chiing n6i vé viée im chay kim loai, t& khong hiéu...”

“Chiing dang n6i vé loai vii khi vi dai nhat danh cho thin khong Titan,” t6i ndi. “Va ching... ching néi chinh bon chiing da ché tao chiéc dinh ba cho cha
t6.”

“Loai telekhine da phén boi lai céc vi thin,” Annabeth n6i. “Ching thyrc hign nhing tro ma thudt xAu xa. T6 khong biét chinh xéc d6 g, nhung thén Zeus
da day ching xuong Tartarus.”

“Véi Kronos.”
C5 4y gt dAu. “Ching ta cin phaira khoi...”

Negay khi ¢6 4y vira dirt 101 thi canh cira dan vao phong hoc nd tung va i telekhine nhé nhao vao. Ching gidm dap cé 1én nhau, ¢4 tinh toAn xem nén tin
cong vao hudng nao.

“Cau doi mil Bn di” t6i n6i. “Ra khoi day!”
“Céi gi?” Annabeth rit lén. “Khong! Té khong bo cau lai day.”

“To ¢6 mt ké hoach. T6 s& lam ching mit tap trung. Sau d6 cdu c6 thé dimg con nhén may — ¢6 thé nd s& dan ciu quay vé chd than Hephaestus. Cau
phdi n6i voi ong ay chuyén gi dang dien ra.”

“Thé thi c4u s& bi giét!”

“T6 khong sao dau. Véi lai ching ta chéng con su hra chon nao ca.”

Annabeth lrdm t6i nhu chuén bi dAm t6i vay. Roi ¢6 Ay m mdt viéc khién toi ngac nhién gép boi. Annabeth hon t6i.
“Cén than ddy, Oc Tao Bién.” C6 4y doi mil Ién va bién mit.

“0 do!” mot con hét Ién. Ca I6p telekhine lao qua cau vé phia to1. Toi chay t6i giita cai buc, mén bén con quai vat truong thanh ngac nhién dén ndi ching
lamroi ca thanh kiem do6 ruc. N6 dai khoang mft mét tdm va cong cong nhur hinh trang ludi iem. Toi da trong thay nhi€u thir ddng sg, nhung céi vat — di-
nd-co-1a-céi-gi-di-chang-nita con chira hoan thanh ndy ciing lam t6i cuc ky khiép so.

May con quéi vat truong thanh vurot qua con ség mot cach nhanh chéng. Co bén duong dée din ra khoi can phong, va trude khi t6i kip lao t6i bét ky 16i
thoét nao thi moi con trudng thanh da lao 61, moi con chidn mdt 16i ra.

Con cao nhat gim gir. “Ching ta ¢6 gi ddy nhi? Mot dtra con trai ctia Poseidon sa0?”

“Ping,” mdt con khac au bau. “Tao co thé ngiri thdy bién trong méu ctia nd.”

T6i dua thanh Thiy Triéu lén. Tim toi dap thinh thich.

“Chémmot trong s ching ta di, 4 tlnn,” con trudng thanh thir ba noi, “va tat ca nhing ngudi con lai s€ x¢ nguoi thanh timg mianh. Cha nguoi da phan boi
ching ta. Hén nhin mon qua va chang thém ndi d mot cau khi ching ta bi ném xudng virc. S& dén lic ching ta chimg kién héin bi chém thanh timg manh.
Hén va tit ca bon thin trén dinh Olympus.”

Udc gi t6i c6 mot ké hoach that. Toi wée minh da khong ndi déi Annabeth. Téi chi mudn c6 Ay chay thoat ra ngoai an toan, va ti hy vong ¢d dy du tinh tao

dé 1am viéc d6. Nhung gior t6i chot nhan ra ring dy c6 & 1 noi toi s& phai bo mang, Khong ¢6 1o tién trindo cho t61. Toi s& bi It quai vat mit chd minh su
tir bién gidy xéo & tim nii kira nay. Nhitng con telekhine con gioy ciing dang ¢ trén cai buc, gam gir va chd xem bdn con 1on kia s& lm gi véi toi



Toi cam thay céi gl d6 nong ryee & mdt bén dbi. Chiée coi bang trong tii ciia ti cang lic cang lanh hon. Néu t0i can sy trg gifip thi chinh | lic ndy day.
Nhung t6i ngén ngai. Toi khong tin vao mén qua ctia Quintus.

Trude khi t6i kip quyét dinh thi con telekhine cao nhét da n6i: “Dé chiing ta xem héin manh dén ¢& ndo nio. PE xem trong bao au hén s& bi chéy thanh tro!”

Hién xtic mt it dung nham tir c4i 1o gin nhat. N6 lam cac ngén tay ciia han boe chdy, nhung didu do chang mdy may lam héin lo lang chit nao. Nhitng con
telekhine trudng thanh khic ciing lam nhur vdy. Con dAu tién ném mdt ndm da ndu chay vao toi lam quan t6i bt dau bdc chay. Hai ndm nita dugc ném vio
nguc toi. Toi lm roi thanh kiém trong sur khiép so hoan toan va hoang loan dép lira chéy trén quén 4o trén ngudi. Lira dang nhén chim t6i. Ky la 1, ban
dAu t6i chi thdy hoi 4m 4m, nhung ngay sau d6 n6 tré nén nong ryc.

“Ban ndng cuia cha ngwoi s& bao vé nguoi,” mjt con ndi. “Nén nguoi s& kho bi ddt chay. Nhung khong phai 1a khong thé, ban tré a. Khong phai 1 khong
t]:lé"’

Ching ném thém dung nham nong chay vao ngudi t6i va t6i nhé minh da hét lén. Ca ngwoi t6i boc chiy. Noi dau ny t¢ hon bét cir ndi dau ndo ma t6i da
ting phai chiu dung. T6i dang bi thi€u rui. T6i d6 guc xudng nén nha bang kim loai va nghe thay i quai vat con ho hét vui suéng.

Sau do i nhd dén giong n6i ctia ni thiyy thin lic & trai nudi gia stc: Nude i no ciiing ¢ trong ngudi toi.

Toi can bién. T6i cam thiy nhéi én trong rudt, nhung xung quanh chang co gi gitip dugc 61 Chang c6 mit cai voi nurée hay mdt dong song. Tham chi
khong co dén mot vo so héa thach. Hon nita, 1an trudc & chudng gia stic t6i thé hién sirc manh ctia minh thi gidy phut d6 ciing tht kinh khing vi toi sut thi
mat nd.

Toi khong con lya chon nao khac. Toi goi bién. Toi cham dén phan sau bén trong co thé minh va nhé lai nhimg con s6ng, nhirg dong hai luru, ngudn ning
lrong v6 tan cuia dai duong. Va t6i dé nang luong ctia minh phat ra trong mit tiéng thét hii hing.

Sau ddy, t6i khong bao giov c6 thé dién ta duoc chuyén gi da xay ra. Mot vu nd, mdt con séng triéu, mjt con gié xody day ning hrong ddng thoi bt Ky va
cubn t6i lén cao, sau d6 ném t6i vao hd dung nham Lira va nuéc va cham vao nhau, hoi nudc sbi sting suc, va toibi bén Ién khong trung tir tAm i lira
trong mit tiéng nd kinh hoang, nhur mbt ménh van bi day tur do bang mdt ap hyc hang triéu pao vay. Thir cudi cling t6i nhé durge trrde khi bat tinh 1 toi
dang bay, bay cao dén noi than Zeus s& khong bao gior tha thir cho t6i, va sau do thi bat dau roi, khoi va ira va mde bao quanh t6i. Toi nhur mdt ngbi sao
choi dang lao xudng va vao trai dat.
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Chuwong 12

Toi thirc day véi cam giac van dang bdc chay. Da t6i nhirc nhbi. C6 hong t6i kho rat.

Toi théy bau troi xanh va cay cbi bén trén. Toi nghe thiy tjéng chay roc rach cta dai phun nuée va ngiri thiy mii cay bach xuva cay tuyét ting va i ciia
mot s0 loai thire vt c6 miii ngot. Toi cling nghe thay ca ting song nita, dang v nhe nhang vao bo da. Toi khong biét minh da chét hay chura, nhung 6 mot
diéu t6i biet 15, do 1a t61 da tirng dén Ving dat Chét, nhung noi d6 khong c6 bau troi xanh thé ndy.

Toi cb ngdi ddy. Cac co bip ciia toi nhur nhéio ra.

“Nam iny” giong mdt ¢d gai vang lén. “Anh con yéu lim, khong ddy duoc

Cb 4y dat mjt miéng vai lanh ngang tran t6i. Mot chiéc mudng bang dong lo limg phia trén va chit Iong nho timg giot vao miéng toi. Thirc udng Am cd
hong t6i diu di va c6 vi s6 ¢ la 4m sau khi nudt. Ruou thanh ciia cac vi than. RSi khudn niit ciia ¢d gai hién ra phia trén mit toi.

C5 4y c6 do6i méit mau qua hanh va mai toc mau ca ra men duoc tét & mot bén vai. C6 4y khoang .. murdi im tubi? Mudi sau? Khé ma doan duge. Khudn
mit c¢d ay thudc kicu khong thé doan duge tuoi. Co ay bat dau hat va con dau ctia t6i gidm hin di. C6 ay dang lam phép thudt. Toi c6 thé cam nhin duge
tiéng hat tham vao lan da t6i, chita lanh va tai tao lai nhiing vét bong cuia toi.

“Aivay?” Toi rén .
“Suyt, chang trai diing cam,” c6 dy néi. “Hay nghi ngoi cho vét thurong kinh. S& khong ¢ gi m hai anh dwoc. Téi la Calypso.”

Lan tiép theo thirc day, ti dang & trong mdt hang d4, mdt hang da lic nay cling tot chan rbi. Trin hang Jap lanh vdi céc tinh thé ¢6 mau séic khéc nhau—

trang va do tia va xanh lyc, nhu thé t6i dang & bén trong mdt tinh hoc da dugc cét d6i mi ban nhin thiy & céc cira hang hru niém Toi dang namtren mot
chiéc girdng thoai méi véi gbi Iong vil va drap trai giudng bang vai cotton tréing. Céi hang doc chia ra nhiéu phan boi nhitng tam rém lya méu tréing. Tua
vao mit bure trdng B mdt cai khung ciri dét vai va mot cay dan hac. Con & twong phia di dién 1a nhitng chiéc gid, bén trén 1 céc lo mirt hoa qua dugc

Xép ngay ngfin. Céc loai dugc thao khd duorc treo trén trin nh: cdy huong thao, co xa hurong, va mot bo céc loai khac. Néu 13 me t6i thi ba ¢6 thé doc

duoc tat c4 tén ctia ching.
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C6 mit 1o su6i duge bén trong thinh hang, va mdt chiée 4m dang s6i sing suc phia trén ngon lira. Miii ctia n that tuyét, giéng nhur mon thit bo him véy.
Toi ngdi dd, ¢b 1o di i dau dang dau nhirc. Toi nhin hai canh tay, chéic mam ching phéi bj seo kinh Khing Eim, nhung hinh nhu ching vin 6n. Hoi d6 thy
hon binh thudng mot chit, nhung khong dén noi 6. Toi dang mac mot chice o phong cotton tréng va chiée quan dai rit, tat ca déu khong phai ca t6i. Hai
chan cling chang 6 giy. Trong gidy phit hot hoang, t6i twr hoi khong bict dicu gi s& xay ra v6i thanh Thiy Trieu, nhung t6i cam gidc dugc cdy but dang
nam trong ti tdi, & chd quen thude ctia nd.

Khong chi c6 thé ma ca chiéc coi bang goi ché ciiing quay lai ndm trong tiBing cach ndo do ching da di theo t6i. Nhung diéu d6 ciing khong tht sy Am
61 yén long,

T6i dtmg day mdt cach kho khan. Nén nha bang da lanh budt dudi chan toi. Toi quay lai va théy bong minh trong mdt chiée guong dong sang bong,

“Poseidon thin thanh,” t6i im bim. Trong t6i gidng nhur vira syt di chuc ky mé trude gior cd mii van khong giam duoc. Dau toc t6i trong nhur t6 qua. N6
bét vao nhu b rau ctia than Hephaestus. Néu dang di dén ngl tu ma trong thay ai d6 véi bd miit ndy tien ti xin tién thi t6i s& khda ngay ctra xe lai.

To6i ngoanh mit di chd khac. Li vao trong dong & phia bén trai toi. Toi di thing vé phia c6 anh sang,

Hang dong huéng mat ra mot thao nguyén xanh ngat. Bén trdi 1 khu rimg tuyét tiing nho6 va bén phai la mbt viron hoa khéng 16. Tiéng nude chay roc rach
phat ra tir bdn dai phun nude duge dat giira thao nguyén, nurde dugc ban ra tir cac dng s4o clia turong than rimg bang d4. Trude it t6i, tham co chay dai
xudng mot bii bién lom chom d4. Nhing con song tir dudi hd V0 1én bo. Tdi ¢6 thé néi d6 1 mot cai ho Vi..., trm, don gian 12 t6i biét. Nudc ngot. Khong
phéi nurée man. Anh mit troi chiéu xudng mét nude long lanh, va bau troi xanh trong tréo. Noi nay gidng nhur thién duong vay, ngay lap tirc n6 lam 6i lo
ling. Néu ban phéi dbi mit voi nhitng cau chuyén thin thoai hoang dwong sudt miy nim troi thi ban s& hiéu thién duwong chi xuét hién khi ban da toi mang,
Cb gai v6i mai toc tét miu caramen, nguoi tu xung 1 Calypso, dang ding chd bo da va néi chuyén cung ai 6. Toi khong nhin 1 anh ta vi anh sang hit lén
tr dudi ho nhung hinh nhur ho dang ci nhau chuyén gi d6. Téi ¢ nhé lai nhitng gi toi biét vé Calypso qua nhing cau chuyén tlnn thoai c6. Toi da nghe céi
tén ndy 101, nhung... t6i ching nh¢ gi ca. C6 ta c6 phai quai vat khong nhi? C5 ta giiing bay cac anh hing va giét ho? Nhung néu c6 ta 1 4c quy thi tai sao
161 van con song?

Toi cham rdi bude t6i chd co ay Vi chan t0i van con t&. Khi tham co da chuyén thanh tham s6i, t6i nhin xuong dé gir thang bang, va khi toi ngang 1én thi 6
gai chi ¢6 mbt minh & d6. C6 dy mic mdt chiéc 40 ddm kiéu Hy Lap khong tay mu tréing, dudng vién cb 4o tron thip dugce dinh vang, C6 4y dui miit nhur
thé vira mi khoc xong viy.

“Um” ¢6 4y cat tiéng, ¢ nd mdt nu curdi, “cudi cing anh ciing thirc gidc roi.”

“C6 dang noiai thé?”” Giong t6i nghe nhur mot con éch da ngdi vai ngaty trong 1o vi song.

“A... mdt ngudi dura tin théi,” ¢ Ay noi. “Anh cam thiy thé nao?”

“T6i da nga bao lau rdi?”

“Thoi gian,” Calypso dam chiéu. “O déy thi gian 1 khai niém kho ndm bat. Thue sur toi khong biét dau, Percy.”

“Co biét tén t6ia?”

“Anh n6i mo trong khi ngi.”

Toi d6 mit. “A 1, ciing c6 ngudi ndi véi t6i didu d6 rdi.”

“U, Annabeth  ai?”

“A, Irm, mdt nguoi ban. Chiing toi di cing nhau khi — mé chd 4, sao t6i dén duoc day? Toi dang & dau?”

Calypso v6i tay vudt mai toc bét dinh cia t61. Téi lo Fing I lai

» A A

“Toi xin 161, ¢6 Ay néi. “Toi da quen véi viée chamsoc cho anh 101 V6i cau hoi 1am thé ndo anh t6i dugc déy, thi anh roi tir trén trdi xudng. Anh roi xudng
muéc, ngay chd kia kia.” C6 4y chi ra phia ho. “Toi khong hiéu sao anh lai séng s6t. Dudng nhur mrde da nang d cho anh khéi bi thuong vi cti ngd. Con
cau hdi anh dang ¢ dau, thi day Ia Ogygia.”

C6 4y phat am nghe nhur oh-jee-jee-ah.

“O ddy c6 gan nii St. Helens khong?” Toi hoi, vi kién thirc dia Iy cta t6i kha t6.

Calypso cudi. D6 1 mdt ny curoi kimnén, nhur thé c6 ay nhén ra t6i kha budn cudi nhung khong mudn lim t6i ngrong, C6 dy cudi rat dang yéu.

“N6 ching gan bat cir noi ndo ca, chang trai diing cama,” ¢b iy n6i. “Ogygia 3 hon d4o bang 40 anh ctia t6i. N6 ton tai nhur chinh n6, & moi noi va khong
dau ca. Anh co thé an toan dudng thuong ¢ day. Khong phai sg gi ca.”

“Nhung céc ban cua t6i...”



“Annabeth,” c6 4y n6i. “Va Grover va Tyson diing khong?”’

“Ping!” t6i noi. “Toi phai quay lai voi ho. Ho dang gip nguy hiém”

C5 4y cham vao mit t6i, va ln ndy t6i khong Ui lai nita. “Cir nghi ngoi di da. Tir gior dén khi khoi héin anh s& ching gitip duoc gi cho cac ban minh
Khi ¢6 4y noi vay t6i m6i nhan ra minh dang mét moi nhur thé ndo. “C6 khong phai la.... ¢6 khong phai 1 mot phi thity doc ac, ding khong?”

C5 4y e 16 mim cudi. “Sao anh lai nghi viy?”

“A, Vi trude ddy t6i da gip Circe mdt Jan rdi, ba ta ciing ¢ trén mdt hon dao cuc ky xinh dep. Chi khac mot diéu Ja ba ta thich bién dan ong thanh chudt
]ang”

Calypso lai cudi to. “Toi hira s& khong bién anh thanh chudt lang.”
“Hay bat ctr con gi khac?”

“Toi khong phai | mot phi thiy doc 4c,” Calypso noi. “Va 6i ciing khong phéi ké thi ciia anh, ngudi anh hing a. Gios thi nghi ngoi di. Mt anh dip vao rdi
dhy”

Co ay n6i ding, Dau b1 tOi 1 101, va t6i ¢6 18 dd ngdl sip it xudng bai s6i néu Calypso khong gitr 61 lai. Toc ¢o 4y co mii qué. Co Ay rat khoe, hodc 1
161 qua yéu. C0 4y diu t6i quay lai chiéc ghé c6 16t ném bén canh dai phun mrde va gitip t6i nim xubng,

“Nghi ngoi di,” ¢6 dy ra lénh. Va t6i thiép di trong am thanh ctia cac dai phun nude, huong qué va hwong bach xi.

Lén thir hai t6i thirc gidc 14 lic nira dém, nhung t6i khong chic 13 démhom d6 hay nhiéu dém sau nita. Toi dang ndm trén giwrdng bén trong hang dong,
nhung t61 bat nguoi ddy, khodc chice 4o choang 1én nguoi va nhe nhang di ra ngoai. Nhiing vi sao thét rue rd — ¢6 hang ngan ngbi sao nhur the, giong nhur
ban chi ¢6 thé nhin thay chiing khi ¢ ving qué. Toi c6 thé ké ra tat ca nhimg chom sao ma Annabeth da day cho to: Ma Két, Phi Ma, Nhin Ma. Va kia, &
gan duong chan troi phia nam 1a mdt chom sao mdi: chom sao Tho san, dé tudng nhd mot ngudi ban clia chiing t6i da qua doi mia déng ndm ngoai.
“Percy, anh nhin c4i gj thé?”

Mt t6i quay tr6 fai voi miit dt. Céc chomsao dit c6 choi loa dén déu ciing khong the sanh v6i vé dep ruc 15 clia Calypso. Y i 14, t6i da timg tAn it
nhin thay nit than tinh yéu, nit than Aphrodite, va t0i s& khong Ion tiéng n6i diéu nay ra kéo nir thin s€ cho t6i nd tung thanh cat bui, nhung qua tinh ma noi,
Calypso dep hon rt nhleu, bdi ¢d ay trong rat tur nhién, nhur khong hé ¢6 ging dé tré nén xinh dep, va cling ching miy quan tim diéu d6. C6 4y chi la co
Ay ma thoi. Voi mai toc tét gon va chiée vy tring, ¢ Ay nhur toa sang trong anh tréing, C6 Ay dang gitr mdt Ay nho trong tay. Nhitng bong hoa ciia né co
mau bac va méng manh.

“T6i chi dang nhin...” t6i nhan ra minh dang nhin chim chim vao mit ¢6 dy. “Um... t6i quén roi.”

C6 &y cudi diu dang, “U, nhén lic anh dang thirc, hy gitp t0i trdng cc cay ndy nhé.”

Cb 4y dua cho t6i mdt cai cay voi mdt cuc dt dang bam trén ré. Nhimg bong hoa sang 1én khi t6i cAm vio ching. Calypso nhiit cai mai m vuron én va
chi 61 di vé phia bia vuron, noi ¢6 ay bat dau dao dat.

“P6 1a Manh Tring,” Calypso giai thich. “Chi ¢ thé trong nd vao ban dém thoi.”

Toi quan sat thir anh sang miu bac dang lip lanh xung quanh cac canh hoa. “N6 ¢6 tac dung gi?”

“Téc dung?” Calypso tramngam. “Thuc ra né chang c6 tic dung gi ca, ti nghi vy. N6 song, n6 phat sang, né dep m¥it. Con can téc dung gi nira khong?”
“T6i doan Ia khong,” t6i tra 10i.

Cb 4y nhan lai céi cdy, va tay ching toi cham nhau. Nhitng ngén tay ctia ¢6 dm ap. C6 dy trong Manh Tring va i lai vai bude ngim thanh qua ctia minh.
“Toi yéu khu vudn ctia minh.”

“That tuyet voi,” toi ddng y. Toi khong phéi kiéu ngudi thich virdn tuge, nhung Calypso ¢6 nhing lim cay vdi sdu loai hoa hdng c6 mau seflc khac nhau, trén
hang rao mit céo [a nhitng ddy hoa rang d6ng, mdt ludng nho vdi nhitng chtim nho do, tim ¢é thé khién than Dionysus phai dimg ddy va cau xin.

O nha,” t6i ndi, “me t6i lic ndo ciing mong c6 mdt khu vuron.”
“Sao ba Ay khong thé tur trdng mot cay?”

“A, ching t6i séng & Manhattan. Trong mot cin hd.”
“Manhattan? Can ho?”

T6i cham chi nhin ¢6 dy. “C6 khong hiéu t6i ndi g, ding khong?”



“Toi so 1a khong, Toi da khong roi Ogygia... tir au im roi.”
“Um, Manhattan | mt thanh phd 1on, va ching c6 nhiéu khong gian cho virdn tuoc déu.”

Calypso nhiu may. “Vay thi budn nhi. Thin HCI'II’BS thinh thoang van t¢i thim Ong Ay noi thé giéi bén ngoai da thay dbi rit nhiéu rdi. Toi khong ngd n thay
ddi dén ndi moi nguoi khong ¢6 ca virdn nira.”

“Sao ¢6 lai khong roi hon dao cta minh?”

Cb 4y nhin xudng dét. “Do 1 hinh phat danh cho t6i.”

“Taisao? C6 da lam gi sai?”

“Téi 4? Chang lam gi. Nhung c6 1€ cha t6i da lam nhiéu diéu sai tréi. Tén ong dy | Atlas.”

Cai tén lam t6i lanh song lung, Toi da giip vi than Titan tén Atlas vao mila dong nim ngodi, va d6 chiing phai la quang thoi gian vui vé gi. Ong ta da rip tim
giét nhitng ngurdi ma 61 yéu thuong,

“Nhung,” t61 n6i voi vé do du, “thét khong cong bang khi phat c6 vi nhimg gi cha ¢6 am. Toi biét mdt nguoi con gai khic ctia Atlas. Tén c6 dy la Zo. Co
ay [a mdt trong nhitng ngwdi diing cam nhat ma 61 tirmg gap.”

Calypso nhin t6i mot e 1au. D6i mét ¢d Ay budn rudi ruoi.

“C6 chuyén gi thé?” Toi hoi.

“Anh... anh d4 khoe hin chura, nguoi anh hing cta t6i? Anh da sin sang dé roi khoi ddy chua?”

“Gi c0?” Toi hoi lai. “Toi cling khong biét.” Toi cir dong chén. Ching vin con té clmg Toi bt du cam théy choang vang dau dau vi phai dimg qua Fu.
“Co6 nuon duodi toi di a?”

“Toi...” Giong ¢d Ay nghen ngio. “Hen gip anh ngaty mai. Ngii ngon nhé.”

Cb 4y chay vé hudng bd hd. Toi quéa bdi rdi va khong biét m gi ngoai viée dimg nhin ¢6 4y cho dén khi bong c6 Ay bién mit trong bong tHi.

Toi khong bit chinh xéc thoi gian da trdi qua bao Au. Pung nhur Calypso ndi, thit kho dé néim bt thoi gian khi ¢ trén hon dao nay. Toi biét 0i can phai di.
It nhat thi c4c ban tdi cling s& lo fing. Va trong tinh huong xau nhat, ¢6 the ho con dang gip nguy hiém. Toi con khong bict Annabeth da thoat khoi nii ra
hay chura. T6i c6 két noi duong day giao cadm véi Grover mdt vai lan, nhung t6i khong thé lién lac duoc. Toi ghét cai cam gidc khong bict ho c6 6n hay
khong.

Nhung mit khéc, t6i vin con dang yéu. Toi s& khong thé dimg viing qua mdt vai gio. Nhiing gi t6i d lim trén ndi St. Helens d vét kiét stre t6i hon tét ca
nhiing gi tdi timg trdi qua.

Toi khong cam thiy minh gidng mot tuhay gi ca. Toi nhé dén Khach San va Song Bai Hoa Sen & Vegas, noi ti bj thoi mién va sa vao mot thé gioi tro choi

ky ao cho dén khi t6i gAn nhur quén rmt moi thr t6i phai lo ]ang trén doi. Nhung hon dao Ogygia nay lai ching c6 gi gibng thé. Toi ching bao gios thoi nghi
vé Annabeth, Grover, va Tyson. T6i van biét tai sao minh can roi khoi ddy. Chi i t6i... khong thé. Khi chi ¢6 mdt minh Calypso ¢6 doc sng & day.

trung vao nhitng bong hoa, nhitng dam méy hay béng cuia ching trong hd nude. Nhung khong, thire sur t6i chi cham cham nhin Calypso khi ¢6 &y dang lam
viéc, khi ¢6 dy ngdi chai mii toc dai qua vai, va nhitng soi nho vurong trén mit ¢6 dy moi khi ¢o dy quy xubng dao hd trong cdy trong vuron. Thinh thoang
co ay lai gio tay ra, va Iii chim s bay tir trong rimg ra ma déu én tay co ay: vet, vet lorikeet va chim bd cau. C6 Ay s& chao budi sang, hoi ching xem chiéc
6 the no, va ching s liu lo mdt hoi roi bay di vui ve. Mt Calypso sang kén. C6 ay nhin vé phia t6i va chiing t6i cing cudi, nhung gan nhw ngay Bp tire ¢6
ay tr¢ lai vé mat budn rau va quay di cho khac. Toi khong hieu dieu gi dang lam ¢d ay phién long,

Mot budi 03, khi ching 0 dang &n t6i & b hd, nhitng ngudi phuc vy tang hinh da don ban &n voi mon thit bo him va nude ép tao. Nghe ¢6 vé khong c6 gi
hap dan, nhung d6 Ja vi ban chua durge ném chiing théi. Khi moi t6i hon ddo nay t6i khong miy dé y dén nhirng nguoi phuc vu v6 hinh, nhung sau mot thoi
gian t61 bat dau nhin ra givdng clia t6i van duge don sach s&, d6 an ty nau, quan do duge giat va gap boi nhitng ban tay vo hinh.

Lic do, Calypso va t6i dang ding bita, tréng ¢o 4y that xinh dep trong anh nén. Téi dang ké cho co éy nghe vé New York va Trai Con Lai, va sau do toi
ké cho co ay nghe vé vige Grover da an mat qua tao khi ching t6i dang ding né dé choi da cau. C6 dy cuoi vui vé, mdt nu cudi dep dén simg sbt, va
ching t6i bon mit nhin nhau. Sau do6 ¢ 4y lai cup it xudng,

“Lai thé nita rdi,” t5i noi.

“C6 Iuon lan tranh, nhur dang c6 ging khong cho minh dugc vui vé véy.”

C5 Ay khong roi mit khoi ly nude téo. “Toi da néi rdi ma, Percy, t6i dang phai chiu mot hinh phat. Mot 11 nguyén, ¢6 thé noi nhu viy.”

“La sa0? K& cho t6i di. Toi mudn gitip ¢.”



n6i thé. Xin anh dimng noi nira.”

“Ké cho t6i hinh phat d6 1 gi di.”

C5 4y day mon thit n do lai bang mt cai khéin in, va ngay lp tirc mot ngudi phuc vu vo hinh t6i va mang céi to di. “Percy, hon ddo Ogygia ndy 1 nha ti,
14 noi t61 sinh ra. Nhung ddy cting | nha ti cta toi nita. Toi dang bi.. ti giam long, theo ngdn ngir cua anh ¢6 & 14 vay. Toi s¢ khong bao gio' duoc t6i tham
thanh pho Manhattan ctia anh. Hay bat ctr noi ndo khéc. Toi phdi ¢ day, mdt minh.”

“Vicha c0 la Atlas.”

C0 dy git dau. “Céc vi thin khong tin twong bt ci ai trong gia dinh cta ké thi. Va ding |a nhur vy. Toi khong nén phan nan vé diéu d. Mt s6 nha tu
khac con ching dep bang noi ndy ctia toi.”

“Nhung nhu vay la khong cong béng,” t0i n6i. “C6 1a con gai dng ta nhung khong c6 nghia 1 ¢6 theo phe 6ng ta. Mot nguoi con gii khic cta ong ta mi t0i
biét, Zo Nightshade... c6 ay con chong lai chinh cha minh. C6 ay c6 bi cam t dau.”

“Nhung, Percy,” Calypso nhe nhang néi, “Téi timg dimg vé phe 6ng 4y trong cudc chién thir nhét. Ong 4y i cha 61
“Tai sa0? Nhung céc than Titan déu x4u xa!”

“Vayu? Tét ca bon ho u? Va lubn luén nhur vy sao?” Co Ay mim mdi. “Anh thir ndi xem, Percy. T6i ching mudn tranh cii v6i anh, nhung anh v& phe cc
vi than boi vi ho t6t, hay vi d6 1a gia dinh anh?”

Toi khong tré 1. C6 4y noi ciing ding. Mia dong niim ngodi khi Annabeth va t6i ciru dinh Olympus, céc vi thén ciing c6 mot cude théo ludn xem c6 nén
gict t61 hay khong, Nhu theé ciing dau thyrc sy 1 t6t. Nhung t6i van muon ¢ bén ho vi than Poseidon 1a cha toi.

“C6 Ié trong cudc chién do, t61 da sai,” Calypso ndi. “Va cong béng A ni, céc thin ciling d6i xtr voi toi rat tot. Thinh thoang ho lai t6i tham toi. Ho con
dem t6i cho t6i thong tin ve the giéi ngoai kia. Nhung ho c6 thé di, con tdi thi khong.”

“C6 khong c6 ban sa0?” Toi hoi. <Y t6i l... khong c6 ai séng & ddy voi co sao? Noi ndy rat tuyét ma.”
MOt giot ude it chay xudng gbd mé b gai. “Toi... toi da tw hira voi minh s& khong ndi diéu ndy ra, nhung,..”

Co 4y bi ngdit 151 boi am thanh ing ye tir dudi hd nuée vong lén. Mot quing sang xuAt hién phia chan troi. N6 cir sang dan, sang dan, cho dén khi t6i trong
thay mdt ¢t Itra chuyén dong trén mét nude, va dang tién dan vé phia chiing toi.

T6i dtmg day va vuon tay cam Iy thanh kiém “Cai gi vay?”
Calypso tho dai. “Mot vi khach.”

Khi cot lira cap bo, Calypso dimg ddy va nghiém nghi ctii chdo. Ngon lira bién mit va trude it ching ti B mot ngwoi dan dng cao Ion trong b dd bao
ho lao dong mau xdm va mdt chiéc nang chin bang kim loai, trén toc va rau ong ta Ira chdy ami

“Ngai Hephaestus,” Calypso noi. “That 1a mot vinh du hiém 6.”

Vi than lira im bam. “Calypso. Liic ndo ciing xinh dep. C6 c6 thé thir 15i cho ching t6i mot chit khong? Toi c6 vai i mudn ndi véi anh ban tré Percy
Jackson nay.”

Thin Hephaestus vung vé ng01 xuong ban &n va goi mjt ly Pepsi. Nguoi phuc vu vo hinh demmnurde cho ong ta, 11 m6 né dot ngdt khién soda bin tung toe
Ién quan 40 1im viéc ctia vi than. Thin Hephaestus gim Ién va nguyén riia vai cau rdi virt lon nurée sang mdt bén.

“Bon hiu ngu don,” ong ta Aim bam. “Nhiing con 16 bdt thong minh ¢6 & can thiét cho ¢6 4y hon. Ching khong bao o cur xir 16 méing thé nay!”
“Than Hephaestus,” toi ndi, “C6 chuyén gi xay ra sao? C6 phai Annabeth da...”

“C6 bé 6n,” ong dy ndi. “D6 1 mdt ¢d gai thao vat. Co bé tyr tim duge duong trd vé va ké cho ta dau dudi cau chuyén. Co bé dang lo dén phat 6m, ngwoi
bict day.”
“Céi d6 ta khong duoc ndi,” thin Hephaestus tra 1oi. “Moi nguoi déu nghi B nguoi da chét. Ta phai chiic chiin ring nguoi s& quay vé trude khi ta ni véi
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moi ngudi ring nguoi dang & dau chir!
“Ngi n6i thé i sao? Tat nhién i t6i & trd vé roil”

Thén Hephaestus nhin toi nghi ngai Ong éily rit cai gi do ra khoi ti — mot vat det bang kim loai kich c¢& khoang bang chiéc iPod. Ong 4y bdm nit trén d6 va
n6 md rong ra thanh mot chi€e ti vi nhd bang dong. Trén man hinh 12 ban tin vé ¢ ntii St. Helens, mdt cdt Ira va bui 1on dang phut 1én troi.



“Van chura lidu nii ra ¢6 tiép tuc phun hay khong,” phat thanh vién néi. “Céc quan chirc da ydu cau di tan gan nira triéu nguoi dé dé phong nii lira tiép tuc
phun tréo. Trong thoi gian do, tro da bay t6i tin hd Tahoe va Vancouver, va cAm cac phirong tién giao thong qua lai & khu vure nii St. Helens trong ban
kinh mot trdm dgm. Tuy chura c6 thiét hai ndo vé ngudi duoc thong bao nhung ciing c6 nhirg ngwoi bi thurong nhe va bénh tat bao gom...”

Thén Hephaestus tt ti vi. “Nguoi vira tao ra mot vu nd khé lon déy.”

T6i nhin ddm d&m vao cai man hinh bang dong trong réng, Mot nira tri¢u ngudi phai so tan? Bj thiwong, Bénh tat. Toi da aim gi thé nay?

“Lii telekhine da théo chay tin loan,” v than bao toi. ‘Mot sb da bdc hoi. Con mit s bo di, chéc chan 1a vay. Ta khong nghi chung se quay lai dung 10 rén
cla ta trong thoi gian t61 dau. M ca ta ciing thé. Vund vira rdi khudy dong gidc ngii ctia Typhon. Ching ta s& phai chd xem thé ndo..

“T6i khong thé tha héin ra duoc, ding khong? Y t6i 13, t6i khong manh dén thé!”

Vi thin im bam “Khong manh dén thé 4y ha? Nguoi lira ta 4. Ngwoi 1 con trai ctia vi thin chuyén giy dong dat, chang trai a. Nguoi khong biét rd strc
manh cta chinh minh.”

bola ﬁiéu cudi clng t6i muép ong ay n6i. Toi da khong kiém soat dugc ban than khi & trén ngon nii d6. Toi da str dung qua nhiéu néing hrong dén ndi suyt
lamboc hoi ca chinh minh, vat kiét sur song cta chinh ban than. Gio thi t6i hiéu t6i suyt pha hiy ca ving Tay Bac e My va suyt nita thi danh thire ca mot
con quai vat cuc ky nguy hiém ma céc vi than 1au nay van giam cam C6 & t6i da qua nguy hiem C6 [ t6t hon doi véi cac ban toi khi d€ ho nghi rang toi da
chét.

“Con Grover va Tyson thi sa0?”” t6i hoi.

Than Hephaestus lic dau. “Chang c6 tin tirc g, ta e i viy. Ta nghi bon ho dang ¢ trong Mé Cung.”

“Vay toi phai lam sao day?”

Thén Hephaestus nhéin mit. “Dumg bao i xin 101 khuyén tir mdt ngudi qué gid ca, anh ban. Nhung dé ta ndi cho ngwoi cai ndy. Ngwoi da gip vo ta a2
“Nir than Aphrodite.”

“Ding, chinh ¢6 ta. C6 ta xao quyét lim d4y. Hay can thin véi tinh yéu. N6 s& khién cho ndio ctia nguroi x vong, khién nguoi tuéng trén 1 dudi, ding la
sai.”

Toi nghii v& cude gip clia toi véi ni than Aphrodite, & ghé sau ctia mdt chiéc xe Cadillac tréing trén sa mac hdi néim ngodi. Ba 4y da ndi vdi toi réng it cha
dén 161, va s& lam cho con duodng tinh cam ctia t6i gap nhi€u tréac trd, chi vi ba dy thich toi.

“Péy ¢6 phai mdt phan ctia ké hoach d6 khong?” t6i hoi. “Chinh ba 4y cho toi roi xudng day 42

“C6 thé. Khong thé ndi chic ghén d6 1 ¢6 ta. Nhung néu nguoi quyét dinh roi khoi noi nay — ta khong n6i cai gi ding, céi gi sai nhé — thi ta hira s& dua cho
nguoi dép n cho cude tim kiem ctia nguoi. Ta hira s€ chi cho ngwoi duong t6i cho Daedalus. Va day moi la van de. Chuyén nay chang co lién quan gi dén
soi ddy cua Ariadne. Khong hé. Tat nhién la soi ddy van hoat dong. D6 la nhiing gi quan ddi ctia cac Titan theo dudi. Nhung cach tot nhat dé di qua duoc
me cung la... Theseus da c6 duoc sur giip dd clia cong chiia. Va cong chia la mbt nguoi binh thuong chinh hiéu. Chéng c6 giot mdu than linh nao chay
trong ¢d dy cd. Nhung c6 ay rat thong minh, va ¢6 ay c6 thé nhin thy, chang traia. C6 ay c6 thé nhin thay rat rd. Nén nhitng gi ta n6i... ta nghil nguoi biet
phai lam thé nao dé ra khoi rac r6i roi day.”

Cudi clng ti da hiéu. Tai sao t6i khong thiy diéu d6 sém hon nhi? Nit than Hera n6i ding. Cau tra 101 da ¢ d6 tir rat Jau roi.

“Pling,” t0i n6i. “Duing vdy, t6i biét.”

“Thé nén ngwoi s& phai quyét dinh 12 c6 rdi khoi day hay khong,”

“Toi...” Toi rét mudn n6i c6. Tat nhién B ti s& rdi khoi ddy. Nhung tiéng cir nghen ki trong ¢0 t0i. Toi théy minh dang nhin ra hd, va dt nhién cau noi s&
101 khéi noi ddy duong nhu trd nén rat kho khan.

“Pimg quyét dinh voi,” than Hephaestus khuyén. “Cho dén khi troi sang di. Binh minh i lic t6t nhit dé dua quyét dinh ddy.”

“Liéu Daedalus ¢6 gitip ching t0i khong?” t6i hoi. “Y t6i 14, néu 6ng ta cho Luke mdt con dudng dé thoat khoi Mé Cung thi ching t6i s& chét. Trong mo toi
thay... Daedalus giét chau rudt ctia minh. Ong ta trd nén cay doc, tirc gian va...”

“Trds thanh ot nha phét minh dai tai chang phai dé dang,” thin Hephaestus lim bam. “Liic ndo ciing ¢ dc. Liic ndo ciing bj hiu im. D8 tré nén cay doc,
va glly ra nhitng ti 16i kinh hoang, La viéc vdi con nguoi khéd hon voi cac ¢6 may nhiéu. Va khi 1am hai mdt con ngudi thi khdng the stra lai duoc.”

Thén Hephaestus giti nhiing giot Pepsi cubi ctng ra khoi 0. “Daedalus da khoi dau rat tot Ongta da gitp cong chia Ariadne va Theseus vi ong ta thiy
thuong cam voi ho. Ong ta ¢d ging rat nhidu dé m viée tot. Va cude doi ong ta trd nén toi t& ciing vi dleu do6. Nhu thé liéu c6 cong bang khong?”” Vi than

nhiin vai. “Ta khong biét liéu Daedalus ¢6 gitip cac nguoi khong, anh ban tré a, nhung dirmg voi phan xét vé ai d6 néu chura thir & vao hoan canh ciia ho,
hiéu chwa?”

“Toi s€ cO gang.”



Thén Hephaestus dtmg ddy. “Tam biét chang trai. Ngwoi da imrét t5t, tiéu diét bon telekhine. Ta s& ludn nhé ngwoi vi didu do.”

Nighe ding 1 mot 1 tam biét, mot 1 két thiic. Sau d6 6ng ta bién thanh mdt cot kira va di chuyén ra phia hd, quay tr lai voi thé giéi bén ngoai.

Toidibd doc bo nurde dén vai gio. Khi t6i quay lai tham co thi da rdt mudn, ¢6 I8 1 bdn hay nim gio sang, nhung Calypso van dang trong vuron va chim
séc nhitng dda hoa bang anh sao. Cay Manh Trang cta c6 phat ra mau sang bac, va nhiing loai cay khac ciing huong img thir phép thudt do, phat dnh séng
mau do, vang va xanh.

“Ong ta yéu ciu anh tr& vé ding khong?” Calypso doan.

“A, khong phai yéu cau. Ma ong 4y cho 6i sur hra chon.”

C5 Ay nhin vao mit toi. “Toi hira s& khong mdi moc anh.”

“Moi mopc?”

“Moianh 6 lai”

“O lai,” t6i n6i. “O lai... mii mdi 4y 4?”

“O trén hon dao nay anh s& tro thanh bat tir,” ¢d é}{ 16i nhe nhang. “Anh s& khong bao gior gia, khong bao gio chét. Anh c6 thé dé trén chién d6 cho nguoi
khac, Percy Jackson. Anh cé thé tranh dugc Loi Sam Truyén vé minh.”

T6i nhin ¢6 4y chidm cham, stmg sdt. “Chi nhur vy sa0?”

C5 4y it dau. “Chi nhu vay.”

“Nhung... cac ban cua t6i?”

Calypso dimg dy va. ndm Ay tay t6i, khién t6i cam th:?r}y vO cling Am 4p. “Anh hoi ti vé 101 nguyén, Percy. Toi da khong nuéq ké cho anh. Sy that la cac
vi than thinh thoang van guri cho t6i nhirng nguoi ban dong hanh. Cir khoang mdt nghin ném, ho lai cho mdt anh hing tr6i dat dén day, mdt nguoi can sy
gitp do cua toi. Toi s€ cham nom, san sdc nguwoi do va trd thanh ban be, nhung dicu nay khong phai ngau nhién. Ba vi Than Ménh da dinh doat rang nguoi
hing ma ho giri t6i cho t6i la nguoi..”

Giong c6 Ay run run, va c6 dung lai.

To6i ndm tay c6 Ay chit hon. “Sao vay? T6i di lim diéu gi khién c6 budn hay sao?”

“Ho dem t6i mdt nguroi nhung ngudi d6 lai khong theé ¢ lai day,” co Ay thi tham. “Mot ngudi chi ¢6 thé Tim ban vdi t6i trong mot théi gian ngin ngti. Ho
dem t6i cho t61 mdt nguoi himg ma 61 khdng thé... mdt ki€u ngudi t6i khong thé khong yéu.”

Man dém tinh king, chi trir tiéng mrdc roc réach chay ra tir dai phun murée va nhing con séng vo bo. Phai mat mot ic Au t6i moi hiéu ra nhimg gi ns
Calypso dang ndi.

“Toi sa0?” Toi hoi.
“Néu anh tw nhin théy khuon mat cua minh.” Co éy b nén Tai mdt nu cudi, miic du trén mét co éy van dang won u6t nude. “Tét nhién 14 anh rdi.”
“P6 I Iy do tai sao ¢6 udn phai kiém ché sao?”

“Toi da rét cb ging, nhung toi khong thé. Ba vi Thin Ménh that 4c nghiét. Ho dem anh téi ddy, ngudi hing ciia t6i, méic dii ho biét anh s& m tim t6i tan
nat.”

“Nhung... toi chi... y toila t6i chi [a t61.”

“Vay la du 16i,” Calypso hira hen. “Toi da tu nhii s& khong bao gior noi dén chuyén niy. Toi s& dé anh di, va khong nfu kéo gi ca. Nhung toi khong thé. C6
& Ba vi Than M¢énh ciing biét dieu ndy. Anh c6 thé & lai ma, Percy. E rang d6 1a viéc duy nhat anh c6 thé giap t61.”

To6i nhin v& phia chén troi. Nhiing tia séng mau d6 dau tién ciia binh minh dang 16 rang trén bau troi. Toi ¢6 the & day, méii mii, bién mit khoi tréi dat. Toi
¢6 thé song cing Calypso, vdi nhiing ngurdi hau vo hinh lam bat cir nhitng gi mi t6i yéu cau ho. Chiing ti ¢6 the trong hoa trong virdn va n6i chuyén voi i
chim, di dao trén bai bién dudi bau troi xanh trong tréo. Khong chién tranh. Khdng ¢ Loi Sam Truyén nao ca. Khong con can phai chon lua phe dé ung
ho.

“T6 khong thé,” toi tra 1oi.

C5 Ay budn ba cii xudng.

“To6i s& khong bao gioy lam diéu gi dé khién ¢6 dau khd,” t6i n6i, “nhung ban bé dang can toi. Gior toi biét am thé nao dé gitip ho rdi. Toi phéi quay vé thoi”



C0 4y ngit mbt bong hoa tlr trong vurdn — mot canh hoa Ménh Tréing béng bac. Anh ho quang cuia n6 tit dan khi it troi moc. Binh minh 1 thoi diém tot
nhat d€ dua ra quyét dinh. Than Hephaestus da ndi vay. Calypso nhét bong hoa vao ti 4o phong cua toi.

C5 4y king chan hon Ién trén toi, nhu mdt 11 cAu nguyén. “Vay hiy tién vé phia bd mrde di. Va t6i s& giip anh quay vé nha.”

Mot chiée be dugc tao thanh tir nhing thanh gb ghép vao va rong khodng ba mét vudng, ¢dt budm m béang mot cdy sao va trén d6 treo mot ménh vai
trang lam budm tréng cuc ky don gidn. Trong n6 khong thé di bién duoc, hodic khong the di ho duoc.

“N6 s& gitip anh dén bét cir noi nio anh muén,” Calypso n6i. “Va n6 ciing rit an toan.”

Toi ndm ly tay c6 Ay, nhung ¢6 Ay rut tay lai.

“C6 thé t6i s& lai t6i tham co,” toi noi.

C6 4y lic dau. “Chang ai tim duoc dao Ogygia dén hai lan, Percy. Khi anh di nghia 4 t6i s& chang bao gio duoc gip lai anh nita.”

“Didi, t6i xin anh d4y.” Giong c6 4y nghen ngao. “Ba vi Than Ménh thét 4c nghiét, Percy. Chi can anh nhé t6i t6i thoi.” Roi mdt nu cudi ciing nd trén moi
¢d 4y. “Hay trong né trong vuron & Manhattan vi toi nhé?”

“T6i hira.” T6i bude kén chiéc bé va ngay lap tirc nd roi bo.

Khi chiéc be ra dén giita hd, t6i mGi thue sy nhin ra Ba vi Thin Ménh da 4c nghiét dén thé ndo. Ho dua dén cho Calypso mot nguoi ma co éy khong thé
khong yéu... nhung 1an ndy né da tac dong hai chiéu. Dén hét cude doindy, t6i s& méti nhd ¢6 ay. Va cd gai dy méi 1a mdt chit NEU NHU' 16n nhat ctia toi.

Chi trong vai phit dao Ogygia da bién mit trong man suong, Toi dang mdt minh gitta hd va boi vé phia mt troi.

R&i sau do 6 bao cai bé phai lim gi. Toi n6i cho n6 noi duy nhét toi nghi dén, vi ti cAn s an Gi v cn nhitng ngudi ban ctia toi.
“Trai Con Lai,” t6i noi. “Dura ta vé nha.”

Ban dang doc truyén Percy Jackson Tdp 4. Cudc Chién Chén Me Cung dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full.Net.
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Vai gio sau, bé cua t6i cap vao Trai Con Lai. Toi ciing khong hiéu t6i vé dugc day bang cach ndo nira. Pang di trén hd thi nude hd bién thanh mrdc bién,
101 b bién Long Island quen thude hién ra trurde mét, va mt cip c4 mép tring quen thude ngoi Ién mit nude kéo t6i vao bo.

Khi 61 dtng lai, Trai Con Lai dudng nhur bi b6 khong. Dang la budi chiéu muon nhung khu vire ban cung lai trong huéch. Tuong dé tap treo thi dung nham
ot i ¢o tudn chdy mbt minh. Sanh dudng ching c6 gi. Cac khu nha: déu trong khong. Roi sau do i dé y thay c6 mot damkhoi dang boc Ién tir phia dai
vong. Con qua sém dé dot lira trai, va t6i khong nghi 1 ho dang mrdng banh marshmallow. T6i bén chay vé phia do.

Nhung truée khi t6i dén dugce do, t6i da nghe thiy tiéng bac Chiron ra thong bao. Khi nghe dugc nhig gi bac Ay n6i, t6i dimg khyng lai.

«. cho ring cdu dy da chét,” bac Chiron noi. “Sau mdt thdi gian dai im king, ¢6 18 101 cdu nguyén ctia ching ta da khong duoc tra oi. Ta da nhd ngudi ban
tOt nhat con song cua cau ay cir hanh nghi thirc ton vinh cudi cting.”

Toi xuéit hign ¢ phia sau khén dai, nhung chang ai dé ¥ dén toi. Ho déu dang nhin vé phia trude, khi Annabeth cam mot tam vai liém béng lya xanh dai c6
théu mdt cdy dinh ba va dat n6 vao trong ngon lra. Ho dang dot vai liém cho toi.

Annabeth quay lai phia moi nguoi. Trong c6 dy thét kinh di. Mt ¢6 &y sung hip vi khoc, nhung vin ¢6 n6i, “C6 & cau dy i nguoi ban diing cam nhat ma
6i tirng c6. Cau dy...” Rdi ¢d dy nhin thiy toi. Mat ¢d 4y do lung lén. “Cau 4y kia kia!”

Nhimng cai diu quay lai. Moi ngudi ha hbe mdm nhin toi.

“Percy!” Beckendorf cuoi nhéin nho. Mot dam tré khic vay quanh ti va v0 vao hung t0i. Toi nghe thiy vai cAu nguyen ria tir phia nh thén Ares, nhung
Clarisse chi tron mat ngac nhién, nhu thé c6 ay khong thé tin dugc 1a t6i song s6t. Bac Chiron chay bay dén va moi ngudi nhurong duong cho bac ay.
“Purge rdi,” béc dy thé dai nhur mdt sy giéi thot khong thé tin duroc 1 minh lai chura bao it vui hon thé nay khi théy mot trai vién tré v&. Nhung chéu phai
ké cho bac nghe...”

“CUPA O DU THE?” Annabeth ngat 101 bac Chiron, gat hét nhimng trai vién khéc ra. Toi tuong o 4y chun bj d4m t6i, nhung thay vao do, co 4y 6m toi
chat dén ndi toi suyt gily xwong swon. Tat ca cAc trai vién khac déu im king, Rdi sau d6 nhan ra nhitng gi minh dang im, Annabeth ddy t6i ra va ndi: “Toi..
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ching t6i nghif cdu d chét 16i co, Oc Tao Bién!”
“T6 xin 101, t61 n6i. “T6 di lac.”
“DI LAC?” ¢ 4y hét Ion. “Lac ni hai tuan ha, Percy? Cau da & chd ndo...”

“Annabeth,” bac Chiron ngit 1oi. “C6 I ching ta nén n6i chuyén nay & mdt noi ndo do riéng tu hon, duge khong, Tét ca moi ngudi quay lai voi cong viée
"7

hang ngay di!

Khong doi ching tdi phan khang, bac Chiron nhéc bdng t6i va Annabeth mdt cach d& dang nhur thé ching t6i 1 nhing con méo con, virt chung ti Ién lung
va phi nuée dai vé phia Nha Lon.

Toi da khong ké hét cau chuyén cho ho nghe. Toi khong thé ndi vé Calypso. Toi da gii thich vige minh tao nén vund tai ntii St. Helens nhu thé ndo, va bi
ban tung ra khoi ni Iira ra sao. Toi ndi v6i ho rang t6i lac dén mot hon dao, r6i sau d6 than Hephaestus tim thay t6i va n6i voi t0i rang t6i ¢6 thé roi hon
dao. Mot chiéc be c6 phép thuat da dua toi trd lai trai.

Tét ca nhitng chuyén d6 déu ding, nhung khi ké lai Iong ban tay t6i van w6t dam md hoi.

“Cu d bién mét hai tuin nay.” Giong Annabeth da binh finh hon, nhung trong ¢6 4y van con khé sdc. “Khi t6 nghe thdy vu nd, t6 tuéng...”

“Té biét rdi,” toi noi. “T xin 16i, nhung t¢ d biét dugc cach di qua Mé Cung rdi. Té da ndi chuyén v6i than Hephaestus.”

“Ong 4y cho cu ciu tra 161 a?”

“U, dai khéi ong 4y néi 1 t& da biét cau tra 10i. Va ding Ia nhur vay. Gid thi & da hiéu.”

T61 ndi cho ho nghe y tudng ctia toi.

Annabeth ha héc miéng, “Percy, diéu d6 that 1 dién r!”

Béc Chiron ngdi i lai trong‘chié’c xe kn ctia minh va vubt réu. “Tuy nhién luon ¢6 nhimg tié 1. Theseus thi ¢ sur giip d& ctia Ariadne. Harriet
Tubman(16), con gai ctia than Hermes, cling da st dung rat nhiu nguoi thuong & Puong Sat Ngam chi vi li do nay.”

“Nhung déy ki cude tim kiém ctia chéu,” Annabeth n6i. “Chéu phai B nguoi dan duong,”

Béc Chiron trong khong duoc thoai méi cho m. “Chau yéu, d6 dung 1 cude tim kiém ciia chau. Nhung chu cn su giop d3.”

“Va viéc d6 duoc cho 1 su giip 46 sao? Béc o, diéu d6 hoan toan sai. D6 i hén nhat, d6 1a...”

“Thét kho khi phéi thira nhin ring ching ta cin su gitp d& ctia con ngudi,” t6i noi. “Nhung d6 1a sy that.”

Annabeth liéc nhin toi day gian dit: “Cau ki mot ké phién nhidu nhit mé t6 timg giip dy!”” Néi rdi ¢d 4y lao ra khoi phong,

T6i dam chiéu nhin cira ra vao. Lic ndy t6i chi mudn danh vao céi gi d6. “Qué nhidu cho viéc i ngudi ban diing cam nht ma c6 Ay timg c6.”
“Con bé s¢€ binh tinh tr¢ lai thoi,” bac Chiron hira hen. “N6 dang ghen d'?iy, chauyéua.”

“Thét 1 ngu ngde. C6 Ay khong... khong pha...”

Béc Chiron cudi khtic khich. “Chéng vin dé gi dau. Annabeth rét quan tim dén ban bé minh, do chau khong dé y ddy thoi. Con bé da rat lo Fing cho chau.
Va gio thi chiu da tr¢ ve, ta nghi con bé dang nghi ngd khong biet chau da lac di dau.”

Anh it ching t0i gip nhau, v toi biét béc Chiron da doan dugc vé Calypso. Thit kho dé gidu diéu gi v6i mdt ngwoi timg huén luyén cac anh hing sudt
may nghin nimnay. Bac ay hiéu qua rd dieu do.

“Ching ta khong n6i di n6i lai méii vé Iyra chon ctia chau,” bac Chiron néi. “Chau di quay lai. Van dé nim & d6.”
“Hay n6i voi Annabeth diéu do.”

Béc Chiron mim cudi. “Sang mai bac s& bao Argus dura hai chau dén Manhattan. Chéu c6 thé qua thim me nita Percy a. B dy... quan tri i diéu c6 thé
hiéu duoc.”

Tim t6i nhur ngimg mot nhip. Trong sudt thoi gian & trén dao ctia Calypso, t6i chua bao gid nghi vé cam gidc ctia me toi. Me s& nghii | 61 da chét. Me s&
dau buon mon mdi dén chét mat. Sao t6i lai khong hé nghi gi dén me minh nhi?

“Béc Chiron,” t61 hdi, “con Grover va Tyson thi sao? Bac ¢6 nghi...”

“Bac khong biét.”” Bac Chiron nhin vao cai lo sudi ngudi gid. “Juniper kha dau Kkho. Tét ca céc canh cdy cua co ay dang chuyén sang mau vang, Hoi dong
Trudng lio Cloven da thu hoi gidy phép tim kiém khi khong ¢6 sw hién dién ctia Grover. Cho dii cau 4y c¢6 con song quay trd lai thi ho ciing s& ép cau Ay di



day trong tiii ho thoi.” Bac Ay tho dai. “Tuy nhién Grover va Tyson déu 1 nguoi thdo vat. Ching ta van c6 thé hy vong.”
“Péng & chau khong nén dé cho ho di.”

“Grover c6 s phan riéng ctia cau 4y, va Tyson ciing rit diing cam khi di theo Grover. Néu Grover gip nguy hiém nguy dén tinh mang thi chau phai biét
chir, ding khong?”

“Chau cho 14 thé. Soi ddy giao cam Nhung...”

“Cé mdt s vide ta mudn ndi véi chau, Percy,” bac Ay noi. “Thire ra 1 ¢6 hai tin khong méy hay ho.”

‘Tllyét.”

“Chris Rodriguez, vi khach ctia ching ta...”

T6i nh lai nhimg gi minh d4 nhin thy & tAng ham, Clarisse ¢6 n6i chuyén véi cau 4y trong khi cau lim nham néi vé Mé Cung, “Anh ta chét r6i sa0?”
“Chura,” bac Chiron ndi mjt cach dirt khoat. “Nhung tinh hinh cta cau ta i té di nhiéu Gid cau ta dang & bénh x4, quéa yéu dé c6 thé di chuyén Bac da
phéi ra kénh Clarisse quay lai véi lich tap hang ngay, vi con bé subt ngaty quanh quan bén girong bénh. Cau ta ching phan timg véi bt ctr didu gi. Khong an
mé ciing chang uéng, Ching cé thude nio ciia ta trj dugc. Cau ta don gian da mat hét nghi e song 161,

Toi ring minh. Mac du da cai lon voi Clarisse nhiéu ]én nhung t6i van thiy toi nghiép cho ¢b ta. Cotada cb ging hét strc dé gitip Chris. Va sau khi d vao
M¢é Cung thi t6i lai cang hiu tai sao vua Minos ¢6 thé dé dang lam Chris phat dién Ién nhu vay. Neu t6i phai quanh quan dudi d6 mot minh va khong duoe
ban be gitip d6 thi cd € t6i cling chang bao gio tim duoc duong ra.

“V ta rat budn phai thong bao ring,” bac Chiron tiép tyc, “tin thir hai con kinh khing hon. Quintus bién it roi.”

“Bién mAt? Nhur thé nao a?”

“Ba dém trude ong ta Ién vio Mé Cung, Juniper 1 nguoi chimg kién viée d6. C6 & chau da néi ding vé hén.”

“Ong ta 1 gi4n diép cho Luke.” Toi ké cho bac Chiron v& Nong Trai Ba G — viéc Quintus d4 mua i bo cap & d6 nhur thé ndo va viée Geryon cung cip
cho quéan d¢i cua Kronos nhiing gi. “Khong thé tring hop nhu vy duoc.”

Bac Chiron thé' dai ning né. “Qué nhiéu ké phan boi. Ta da hy vong Quintus s& chimg minh hén i ban ctia ching ta. Xemra nhén dinh cta ta that 14 t5i t&.”
“Con con O’Leary thi sa0?”’ t6i hoi.

“Con ch6 ngao van ¢ trong truong ddu. N6 ching cho ai téi gan ca. Bac khong mudn lia né vao chudng.. ma ciing khong mudn giét no.”

“Quintus s& khong bo n6 nhur vy daw.”

“Bac da ndi rdi, Percy, dwong nhur ching ta da nhin lim vé hén. Gid thi chéu phai chuén bi cho sang mai di. Chau va Annabeth van con nhiéu viéc dé m
im ddy.”

To6i dé béc dy lai trén chiéc xe kin, mét nhin mdng lung vao 1 swdi. T tur hoi khong biét da bao nhiéu lin bac Ay ngdi 6 va chd doi nhitng anh hing ching
bao gio quay lai.

Trudc bira t6i, t6i dimng lai mdt chit & truong d4u kiém. RS rang con O’ Leary dang cudn tron thanh mot dong den si giita dAu trurdng va dang mién cudng
nam nhai cai dau ctiia hinh ndm chién binh.

Khi nhin thAy t0i, n6 sta va nhity b vao t0i. Toi dimg do'ra nhur khtic thit. Toi chi c6 du thoi gian dé ndi, “Oa!” trurde khi con cho ngao ddy toi xudng va
liém 1én mat t6i. Binh thuong 14 con cua thin bién Poseidon, t6i chi bi w6t nguoi khi nao t6i mudn, nhung strc manh cta t6i hinh nhur chéng c6 tac dung gi
trude nude dai clia loai cho, vi t6i dang duge tammdt tran ra tro.

“Oa, thdi ndo!” t6i la nheo nhéo. “Khdng thd durge rdi! Dé tao dimg day di chir!”

Cubi ciing t6i ciing dAy duoc n6 ra. Toi gii gii tai n6 va tim cho né mdt ci banh quy cuc ky khong 16 danh cho cho.

“Chi ctia may dau?” t61 hoi nd. “Sao 6ng ta lai bo may, ha?”’

N6 rén ri, nhur thé ciing mubn biét diéu d6 Bm. Toi da hoan toan nghi ring Quintus 1 ké thi, nhung t6i vin khong hiéu sao ong ta lai dé O’Leary ¢ lai. Diéu
duy nhat t6i c6 thé chac chan la dng ay rat yéu con cho siéu by cuia minh.

Khi dang vira nghi ngoi lung tung vé diéu d6 wira lau nude daii ctia con cho trén mit thi ti nghe théty mot giong con gi cAt lén, “May ma no khong cén fia
dau ciura day.”

Clarisse dang dtmg ¢ dau kia khan dai voi khién va kiém trong tay. “Hom qua dén day luyén tap,” c6 ta gam gir. “Con ché d6 dinh nhai song t6.”



“N6 1a mdt con cho thdng minh,” t6i ndi.

“Budn curoi nhi.”

C5 ta budc vé phia ching t6i. ConO’Leary gim gir, nhung t6i v vd dau né dé n6 binh tinh lai.
“Con ch6 ngao dan don,” Clarisse néi. “Khong ngin can tao luyén tap nita a.”

“Té da nghe chuyén vé& Chris,” t6i noi. “T¢ rat tiéc.”

Clarisse budc theo vong tron trong san ddu. Khi t6i gin hinh ndm gin nhét, c6 ta tAn cong mot cach dir doi, chit dirt dau né chi bang mdt nhét kiém va
dam thanh kiém xuong dén tan rudt ctia con bu nhin. C6 ta 1t kiémra va tiép tuc bude di.

U, dung. Thinh thoang moi viée van dién ra theo hudng 01 t.” Giong ¢ ta run run. “Céac anh hing bi thuong, Ho... ho chét, nhung quai vat thi vin séng
la.i.”

C5 ta nhit mdt miii lao 1én va ném n6 ngang qua trudng dau. Miii lao dam tring giira tran hinh ndm, gitta hai héc it trén mi sit.

€6 ta da goi Chris la anh hing, nhur thé cu ta chua bao gior dimg vé phia cac than Titan. Diéu d6 lim t6i nhd dén cai cach ma Annabeth thinh thoang van
n6i ve Luke. To61 khong mudn nhic thém chuyén d6 nira.

“Chris rét diing cam,” t6i n6i. “Hy vong c4u ta s& d& hon.”

Cb ta liéc t6i nhur thé 61 chun bi 1 muc tiéu tiép theo vay. C6 chd ngao O’Leary tién lai gm gir.

“Hay giup t61 mdt viée,” Clarisse bao toi.

“UJ, chic chinrdi”

“Néu c4u tim thiy Daedalus, dimg c6 tin hén. Dimg c6 nho hén gitp d. Ctr giét hén di.”

“Clarisse

“Boi vi dau ¢6 phéi nguoi ndo ciing ¢6 thé im duoc cai gi d6 nhu cai Mé Cung do, Percy? Ngudi d6 chi i quy dit. Hoan toan xéu xa.”

Trong mot khoanh khéc, ¢6 ta m t6i nhé dén anh chang chéin bo Eurytion, ngudi anh em ciing cha khdc me vdi ¢6 ta. Trong mét ¢d ta cfing c6 cai nhin
ctng coi, nhur the ¢ ta da cét lye trong hai nghin ném qua va dang mét moi vi diéu d6. Clarisse tra kicm vao bao. “Gior luyén tap da ket thie. Tir gio tro di,
chiing ta s& chién dau that.”

Pém hom do, t6i lai duge nga trén chiée girong ciia chinh minh, va lin dau tién ké tir khi & dao ctia Calypso, nhimg gidc mo da tim dén toi.

Toi dang & trong phong xir 4n ctia nh vua — mdt phong xét xti Ion mau tréing véi nhing chiée cot &p da cam thach va mot chiéc ngai bing g5. Ngdi trén do
14 mot g béo map voi mai toc d6 quan tit va doi mot chice virong mién am tir canh nguyét qué. Dimg bén canh 6ng ta 14 ba ¢6 gai, ¢6 vé 1 con gai ong.
Ho déu thira ké mai téc d6 va dang miic nhitng chiéc 40 dam dai mau xanh.

Cénh ctra k&o ket md ra va sir gid thong bao: “Minos, Vua ving Crete!”

T6i cang thang, nhung nguoi dan dng trén ngai vang chi mim cudi va ndi véi cac ¢d con gai. “Ta khong thé ch thém nita dé xem biéu hién trén nt hén.”

Minos budc vao phong. Trong hén cao va uy nghi, khién cho g3 vua con lai tre nén ngé ngén B réu nhon ctia Minos da bac tréng Trong Ong ta giy hon
lan trude t6i gip trong mo, con doi xang dan clia ong ta cting nhoe nhoét bun dat, nhung van 1a anh mit doc ac sang lap lanh ay.

Hién ta cti chio mdt cach khé khiin v6i nguoi dan ong trén ngai vang. “Vua Cocalus. Ta nghi ngai da giai duoc cau dé nho ciia ta rdi chir?”

Cocalus mim cudi. “Khong nho dau, Minos. Dic biét khi ngai quéng bé khidp thé gidi rang ngai sén sang tra mdt ngan taling ving cho ngwoi ndo c6 the giai
duoc cau do do. Loi de nghi li€u c6 chinh xac khong?”’

Minos V4 tay. Hai tén linh gac bude vao, cb géng di chuyén mot cai thing gd 1on. Ho dit né dudi chin Cocalus va mo ra. Hang chong, hang chdng nhiing
thanh vang sang lap lanh. Ching phai tri gid dén nhi€u triéu do la.

Cocalus huyt séo camkich. “Ngai chic phai im phé san ca virong qubc dé c6 dugc mon qua nay 4y nhi, ban
“Nguoi khong can phai quan tim diéu do.”

Cocalus nhtn vai. “Thire ra cau hoi d6 kha don gian. Mot trong cc tily ting ciia ta da giai duoc né ddy.”
“Cha,” mit trong nhitng cd con gi nhic nhé. C6 vé ¢b ta 1 con ca — cao hon hai ¢d con lai mt chit.

Cocalus 1o ¢6 ta di. Ong ta cAmmdt cai vo bc xodn tir trong tay 4o ra. Mot soi day bac da dugc xuyén qua nd, vi thé n6 dugc treo giéng cai hat 16n trén



chudi hat deo cd.

Minos budc lén phia trude va cam ly cai vo so. “Ngii ndi la mit trong s6 cac ngudi tily tiing ciia minh sao? Lam sao han c6 thé luén day ma khong m v
VO 567

“Hin da ding mdt con kién, néu nguoi tin diéu d6. Bude mdt soi lva vao con vat nhé, dund di Xuyén qua cai vo sO béng cach dat mat ong & dAu bénkia.”
“That 14 thong minh,” Minos noi.

“0, ding vay. D6 1a gia sur ctia cic con gai clia ta. Bon ching déu rét thich 6ng ta.”

Mit Minos tr nén sc lanh. “Ta s& canh gic diéu do.”

T6i mudn canh béo cho Cocalus: Pumg tin g3 nay! Ném hiin vao nguc tdi véi méy con su tir an thit nguoi hodc cac con gi d6 twong tu! Nhung vi vua dau
do chi curoi khiing khuc. “Puing lo, Minos. Cac con gai ta déu thong minh trurde tudi. Thé con bay gio, vang cla ta...”

“Vang,” Minos said. “Nhung ngai thdy ddy, vang ndy 1 danh cho ngudi giai duoc cau dd. Va chi c6 ngudi duoc nhan ma thoi. Ngai dang che gidu
Daedalus.”

Cocalus xoay ngudi kho chiu trén chiéc ngai ciia hén ta. “Sao ngai biét tén 6ng ta?”

“Hin |2 mot tén trom,” Minos néi. “Hin tirng im viéc cho ta, Cocalus. Hén lm cho con gai ta chdng lai ta. Han giop mot ké tiém quyén bién ta thanh tro
he ngay trong cung dién clia ta. Va 161 han bo tron. Ta da tim kiém han suot murdi nam nay.”

“Ta khong biét gi vé chuyén niy ca. Nhung ta da hira bao ho 6ng ta. Ong ta la mdt trong nhitng can than dc Iuc...”

“Ta cho ngai mdt lyra chon,” Minos noi. “Giao t€n phan boi cho ta, va ) vang ndy I3 ctia ngai. Hodc Ia lidu mang bién ta thanh ké thi. Chic ngai khong
muon Crete 1a ké thu ctia chir.”

Mt Cocalus bién séc. Toi nghi ong ta thit ngu ngdc khi t6 ra sor i nhur vy ¢ giita cung dién cta chinh minh. Pring & ong ta phai trigu tap quin doi ngay
Iap tirc, hodc lam gi d6. Minos chi dem theo moi hai tén linh gac. Nhung Cocalus chi ngdi d6 va toat mo hoi

“Cha,” c6 con gai ca noi, “cha khong thé...”

“Im king, Aelia.” Cocalus xon xoén rau minh. C)pg ta nhin chd vang dang sang lp lanh mot lin nita. “Diéu nay khién ta that dau long, Minos. Cac vi thin
khong thich nhitng nguoi khong ton trong long hicu khach ctia ho dau.”

“Ho ciiing khong thich nhitng nguoi chira chap ti pham dau.”

Cocalus gat du. “Tot Fim. Ta s& tra gi d6 cho ngai”

“Cha!” Aelia n6i mot lan nira. Ri suc nhé ra dleu gi, co gii d6i sang mot giong ndi dmap hon. “ft... it nhét thi cling dé ching con tiép dai vi khach cua
ching ta da. Sau chuyen di dai, chéc ngai 4y s& can tim nudc nong, thay quin 40 moi va mdt bita an twom tat. Con s& rét vinh hanh néu dugc chuan bi

muée nong cho ngai tim”

C6 Ay mim curdi twoi tan voi Minos, va vi vua gid im bdm “C6 18 di tim ciing khong phai I viéc gi xau xa.” Ong ta nhin Cocalus. “Ta s& gip ngi vao bita
t0i. Cling Vi tén til binh nita.”

“Pudng ndy, tha Bé ha,” Aclia néi. C6 cling hai ngudi em gai din Minos ra khéi khan phong,

Toi di theo ho vao mt phong tim trang tri bing d4 kham. Hoi nurée bée mi mi trong khong khi. Nude nong tir mdt chiée voi chay vao bon. Aelia va cac
em tha canh hoa hong va cai gi 6 nhur “san pham tao bot” ctia Hy Lap C6 dai, vi ngay lap tirc mdt l6p bot ddy mau sac da phu day bon nude. Cac ¢6 gai
quay di d¢ Minos c6i a0 choang va budc vao bon tam.

“Ahh.” Hin ta mim cudi. “Thét tuyét voi. Camon cac quy ¢6 nhé. Qua i ta dd c6 mdt hanh trinh dai.”

“Ngai da dudi theo ké phan boi d6 sudt murdi ndm ur, thira B& ha?”” Aelia chdp chdp miét hoi, “Chéc hén ngai phai quyét tim Em nhi?”

“No ta thi ta khong bao gior quén.” Minos cudi ha ha. “Cha cac ¢6 dong y véi yéu cau cia ta 1 théng minh ddy.”

“Oi, thua B¢ ha, qua la nhur vay!” Aelia n6i. Toi théy 13 rang i ¢6 ta dang nio, nhung 1o vua gia van cir diém nhién nhén nd. Cac em ciia Aelia xirc dau
thom 1én dau nha vua.

“Ngai biét khong, Bé ha,” Aelia ndi, “Daedalus da nghi ring ngai s& dén. Ong dy nghi cau d6 ngai dua ra 13 mdt cai bay, nhung dng dy khong thé khong giai
caudb do.”

Minos nhiu may. “Daedalus n6i véi cac ¢6 vé ta sao?”

“Vang, thura B¢ ha.”



“Hin |a mot g t0i, cong chiia a. Chinh con g4 ta ciing bi bia ch ciia hin m hai. Pung c6 nghe hin.”

“Ong 4y |a mot thién tai,” Aelia noi. “Ong dy tin ring phy nit ciing théng minh gidng dan 6ng, Ong 4y I ngwdi dau tién da day ching t6i nhur thé ching t6i co
suy nghi riéng ctia chinh minh! Va ¢6 & con gai ngai cling c6 cam gidc nhur vay.”

Minos c6 ngdi thing Ién, nhung cac emcia Aelia da 4n hin xuong nuée. Aelia xuat hign dang sau hin. C6 gi cAm ba qua cau nho trong tay. Ban dau, o1
nght d6 1 nhimg vién dau tim, nhung khi co gai ném ching xuong bdn nrée, ching moc 1én thanh nhitng soi ddy dong cubn chat Iy vi vua, troi cd chan
hén lai, budc hai tay hin vao canh suon va quin quanh ¢6 Inn Mac du t6i ghét Minos nhung chirmg kién canh ny ciing khlen 61 kinh hiii. Hén ving Vay
kéu gao, nhung cdc ¢6 gdi d6 con manh hon nhleu Ching méy chc hén tré nén bt Iyre, nim im trong nurde va chi nhd tir cam trd en. Nhimg soi ddy dong
van cudn iy hin nhur cai kén, cang ngiy cang siét chat hon.

“Céc ngwoi mubn gi?”” Minos ging hoi. “Tai sao cac ngwoi m thé nay?”

Aeclia mim cuoi. “Daedalus da rit t6t v6i ching t6i, thura B& ha. Va t6i khong thich cai cach 6ng doa nat cha ching to1.”

“Ngwoi hiy ndi véi Daedalus,” Minos gam Ién. “N6i voi héin i dén chét ta ciing theo hén! Néu Dia Nguc van con cong ly thi linh hon ta s& 4m hén subt
doil”

“Nhing tir ngit that diing cam, B¢ ha,” Aelia n6i. “Chiic ngai tim dugc cong ly dudi Pia Nguc nhé.”
Vi ciing lic do, nhimg soi day ddng cudn quanh mit Minos, bién hén thanh mot xic u6p bing dong
Cra nha tim bat mo. Daedalus bude vao, dem theo mbt chiée tii du lich.

Ong ta da tia thanh toc ngﬁn Rau cua 6ng ta tréng tinh. Trong ong budn bi va yéu at, 10i 6ng ctii xudng va cham vao tran cai xac udp. Nhitng soi ddy long
ra va chim xuong day bon. Chang c6 gi trong d6 ca. Giong nhu vua Minos da tan bién hoan toan.

“Mot cai chét khong dau dén,” Daedalus tram ngAm “Thé 1 nhe nhang cho hin ri. Cam on cac cong chiia ctia ta.”
Aeclia 6m By 6ng. “Thiy khong thé & day nita, thy gido! Khi cha ta phat hién ra...”
“Vang,” Daedalus n6i. “Ta cam gidc minh da dem ric 16i cho céc ¢6.”

“0, dimg lo cho ching ti. Cha cam dugc dong vang ctia o gid d6 chic vui imroi. Va Crete ciing ¢ xa lim. Nhung cha ta s& d6 16i cho thdy vé viéc da
hai chét Minos. Thay phai tdi mdt noi nao d6 an toan mdi duoc”

“Noi nao d6 an toan,” nguoi dan ong gia lAm bam. “Sudt nhimng ndmqua ta da lang bat hét vrong quéc nay dén virong qudc khic npém tim mot noi nao do
an toan. Ta s dicu Minos ndi I s that. Cai chét cling s€ khong khién han budng tha ta. Khong m6t noi ndo dudi nh mt troi c6 thé che gidu ta mot khi vu
giét nguoi nay bi bai 19.”

“Vay thi thy s& di dau?”” Aelia hoi.

“Mot noi ma ta da thé 1 khong bao gioy tdi niva,” Daedalus néi. “Nha ti1 c6 & 1 noi trii 4n duy nhét cta ta.”

“Ta khong hiéu,” Aelia noi.

“C6 khong hiéu thi tot hon.”

“Thé con Pia Ngyc thi sa0?” mbt trong hai ¢ em Ién tiéng. “Nhirng 161 phan quyét khing khiép dang doi thiy! Con nguoi déu phai chét ma.”

“C6 the,” Daedalus ni. Sau d6 ong 10i trong tii du lich cta minh ra mjt cudn gidy — giong nhur cudn fan trude 6 da nhin théy trong gide mo, voi nhing
dong chir ctia chau 6ng ta. “Hodc c6 thé khong,”

Ong v6 vai Aelia, r0i sau d6 chiic phiic cho cac chi em co. Mot in nita dng nhin xudng nhitng vong dy dong dang séng Ip lanh dudi déy bon tim. “Ctt
tim tao néu may dam, vua cuia nhitng conma a.”

Ong 4y quay vé phia btrc trdng kham va cham vao mdt vién da. Mot cai ddu phat sang xuét hién — mot déu ciia Hy Lap — va birc tudng md vé hai phia.
Céc ¢d cong chiia ha hoc miéng vi ngac nhién.

“Thay chura bao gid n6i voi ching toi v& nhitg 161 di bi mat!” Aelia noi. “Tharat ban ron.”
“Mé Cung nay moi ban ron,” Daedalus chita lai. “Dung di theo t6i nhé cac co gai, néu céc ¢d con minh mén.”

T6i lai chuyén sang mt gidc mo khac. Toi dang ¢ trong mot can phong da dudi mét dat. Luke va mdt chién binh 4 thin nita dang doc mdt tim ban db bang
anh sang den pin.

Luke chiri thé. “Déng & d6 phai 1 chd & cudi ciing rdi chir.” Han ta vO nhau tim ban do va virt qua mot bén.



“Thura ngail” ngudi di cling hén ta 1én tiéng,
“Ban do ciing vo dung & ddy,” Luke néi. “Bimg lo. Ta sé& tim thiy n6.”
“Thua ngdi, c6 ding 1a nhom cang dong...”

“Thi cang dé lac chir gi? Péng vy dAy. Thé nguoi nghi tai sao chiing ta lai cho tirng ngudi don & di tham thinh dau tién chir? Nhung dimg lo, ngay khi co
duoc soi day, ching ta s&€ c6 thé dua nguyén mot doi quén tién phong di qua.”

“Nhung lam thé ndo dé ching ta ¢6 duoc soi day?”

Luke dimg day, bé cac ngon tay. “A, Quintus s& t61 ddy. Va tit ca nhimng gi chung ta phéi lam 1 t6i trudng dau, do 1 diém gip £0. Ching ta khong thé di
dén bét ctr dau néu khong di xuyén qua chd ndy. D6 1 Iy do tai sao ching ta phai thoa hiép véi chii nhin ciia n6. Ching ta phéi song sét cho t6i khi...”

“Thura ngai!” mdt giong la phat ra tir phia hanh lang, Mot g3 trong b giap Hy Lap chay t6i, cAm theo mdt ngon dudc. “Dracaenae tim thiy mot con lai!”
Luke quéc mét: “Mot minh? Lang thang trong mé cung sao?”’

“Vang thua ngi! Ngai hiy t6i nhanh di. Ho dang & phong ké bén. Ho dang dbn hin vao chan twong rdi.”

“Ai thé?”

“Toi chura timg gap nguoi nay.”

Luke git d4u. “Mot diic an tir chiia té Kronos. C6 thé chiing ta s& dimg duoc tén con lai ny. Di thoi!”

Ho chay v& cudi theo hanh lang, va Iuc d6 6i tinh gidc, miit nhin dm dim vao bong tbi. Mot con lai dang lang thang mot minh trong mé cung. Phai mét mot
Tac 1au t61 moi ngl trd lai duoc.

Budi sang hom sau t6i phai da bao ¢6 di banh bich quy danh cho ché dem cho con O’Leary. T6i nho Beckendorf! dé miét trong chimg nd. Chéc ciu ta
ciing ching vui swdng gi voi viée ndy. Sau do i di bd vé phia Di Con Lai va gip Annabeth cing Argus & trén dudng

Annabeth va t6i khong n6i chuyén nhiéu khi ngdi trén xe. Con Argus thi chang bao gio mo miéng, ¢6 & vi anh 4y c6 it & khép ngudi, tham chi— theo nhur
6 dugc biét — ca ¢ trén ludi nita, va anh dy khong mudn khoe n6 ra.

Annabeth trong cau c6 kho chiu, nhu thé gidc ng t6i qua ciia ¢d 4y con & hon ca toi.
“Ac mdng a?” cudi cling toi ciing Ién tiéng,

C5 4y lc dau. “Mot thong diép Iris tir Burytion.”

“Burytion u! Nico c6 chuyén gi a?”

“Thing bé bo di ti qua 161, n6 quay lai mé cung.”

“Cai gi? Eurytion khong ngén n6 lai a?”

“Nico bo di true khi Eurytion tinh dly. Con Orthus fan theo mii cuia théing bé dén ludi ngéin gia stic. Eurytion noi miy dém vira roi van thiy Nico tu néi
chuyén mot minh. P&n gio anh ta moi hi€u ¢é & Nico lai ndi chuyén véi hon ma, Minos.”

“Thang bé dang gip nguy hiém,” t6i noi.
“Ping vay. Minos  mot trong nhing ké phén xét cai chét, hén 1 ké xiu xa. Td khong biét hin mubn gi & Nico, nhung...”

“Y t6 khong phéi vy, ” t6i noi. “Dém qua t¢ da mo thy chuyén ny...” Toi ké cho c6 4y nghe vé Luke, hén da nhéic t6i Quintus nhur thé nio, va ngwdi clia
hén tim thdy mdt con lai lang thang trong mé cung mdt minh ra sao.

Annabeth ha hbc miéng. “That | qué, qué t8!”
“Vay chiing ta lam gi bay gio?”
C5 Ay nhudn may. “ft ra cau ciing 6 mot ké hoach dé ching ta di theo, ding khong?”

Homdo I thir Bay, va giao thong vao thanh phd tic nghén. Ching 61 t&1 can hd cva me t6i vao khoang buoi trra. Khi vira mo cira, ba da danh cho toi
mdt cai 6mmanh mé chéing kém khi mdt con chd ngao nhay bo én ngudi ban 1 méy.

“Me da noi vi ho a con khong sao,” tuy néi viy nhung nghe giong ba gidng nhu vira trat duge mdt ginh néing bang cé bvai — va tin toi di — t6i true tiép
biet qua 10 strc ndng d9 1a the nao.



Ba dé chiing toi ngdi G ban bép va bét ching toi &n mon banh quy xanh phu s6cola ddc biét cia ba, trong khi ching i ké cho ba nghe vé nhiém vu lan ndy.
Nhu thuong 1€, t6i 6 gang lam giam nhe nhitng phan kinh khiing (thure ra 1a tat ca cac phan), nhung chang hiéu thé nao viéc d6 lai lam cho cau chuyén cang
thém nguy hiém

Khi t6i ké dén doan Geryon va cai chudng ngra, me t6i gid vo nhur chuéin bi siét Ay ¢ t6i: “T6i bit nb don phong thi khong dwoc, thé mé n6 lai don duge
cé tin phAn ngra trong chudng ctia mdt con quéi Vit v6 van nio d6 sao?”

Annabeth cuoi 6n. Sudt mot thoi gian dai day 1 lin dau tién t6i thdy c6 dy cuoi, thit vui lim sao.

“Vay 1a,” me t6i ndi sau khi ti ké xong cau chuyén, “con da tan pha ca Pao Alcatraz, imnd tung ndi St. Helens va khién ca nira triéu ngudi phai so tan,
nhung it nhat thi con cling an toan.” Mg t6i Ia thé day, lic nao ciling nhin doi tich cuc.

“Vang,” toi dong y. “Nhur viy ciing d roi.”
“Ubc gi Paul & ddy,” ba gn nhur n6i mdt minh. “Ong 4y mudn n6i chuyén véi con.”
“O ding rdi, trurong hoc.”

Qué nhidu viéc da xay ra khién t6i suyt nira thi quén khudy matt budi hoc dinh hrdng & trudng Goode — ring t6i da rdi hoi trudng trong bién lira va ban trai
clia me t0i da nhin thiy t6i nhay qua ctra s6 nhu mot tén ddo tau.

“Me ndi gi voi ong ay?”” Toi hoi.

Me t6i lic dau. “Me n6i gi dugc? Ong Ay biét c6 gi do dac biét & con, Percy. Ong ay thong minh 1im Ong 4y tin con khong phai 1 nguoi xau Ong ay
khong biét co chuyén gi xay ra, nhung truong hoc dang gy ap luc voi ong ay. Ong dy da cb ging de con dugc nhdn vao d6 hoc. Va ng dy can phai
thuyét phuc ho ring vu chay khong phai 1 16i ctia con. Nhung vi con chay mat nén moi viée ¢6 vé tdi té.”

Annabeth nhin t6i chim chi. Trong c6 4y ¢ vé rt thong cam. Toi biét ¢o Ay ting & vao trudng hop tuong tir. Cude sbng ctia con lai & thé gidi ciia ngudi
tran that khong don gidn.

“Con s€ n6i chuyén voi 6ng éy,” t61 hira hen. “Sau khi chiing con xong nhiém vy. Con s& ké cho ong éy su that néu me mudn.
Me t6i dat tay Ién vai toi. “Con s€ lam vay sao?”

“Um, vang, c6 I& 6ng Ay s& nghi ching ta bi dién.”

“Ong dy da ngi thé r6i ma.”

“Vay thi con gi & mat dau.”

“Camon con, Percy. Me s& ndi véi ong 4y i con s& tr vé...” Ba cau may. “Khi ndo nhi? Bay gior thi thé nao?”

Annabeth bé di chiéc banh quy. “Percy c6 mot ké hoach thé nay a.”

T6i ngin ngai ké cho me t6i nghe.

Ba cham rii gat dau. “Nghe c6 vé nguy hiém Nhung c6 thé ¢6 tac dung ddy.”

“Me ciiing c6 cac kha ning d6 diing khong?” Téi hoi. “Me ¢ thé nhin thiu Man Suong Mu.”

Me t6i thé dai. “Gio thl khdng duoc nhiéu nita. Lic me con tré thi dé hon. Nhlrng dung, me lic ndo cling nhin dugc nhiéu hon mirc binh thuong. D6 1a mot
trong nhiing di€u khién cha con chi1 y dén khi chiing ta méi gap nhau. Hay can thin nhé. Hira voime 1a con s& an toan nhé.”

“Ching chéu s& cb ging, ¢ Jackson a,” Annabeth néi. “Nhung dé bao vé con trai c6 an toan 1 viéc kha kho khiin ddy.” Ba khoanh tay va nhin ra ngoai
cira s6. Toi lau miéng va c6 ging khong ndi gi ca.

Me t6i nhiu may. “Hai dira con c6 chuyén gi sao? Vira cainhau a?”
Chiing t61 khdng ndi gi ca.

“Me hiéu rdi,” me t0i gat giy, va toi dang nght ¢6 I& kha néng cua ba 4y con hon ca mirc nhin thiu s viée. Me ti n6i nhur thé ba hiéu chuyén gi dang xay ra
voi to1 va Annabeth, trong khi t6i chac chan Ia cha bit gi. “Thdi, nhd ndy,” ba noi, “Grover va Tyson dang dua vao hai con day.”

“Con biét,” Annabeth va t6i dng thanh n6i, im toi lai cang thém King ting,
Me t6i curdi mim. “Percy, t6t nhét con nén ding dién thoai & hanh lang, Chic may nin.”

Toi ra khoi bép ma th phao nhe nhdm, miic d t6i van o king v& nhitmg viée ti chuan bi im. Toi t6i chd céi dién thoai va goi. S6 dién thoai da troi sach
khéi tay t6i ttr 1au, nhung khong sao. Mac du khong co y nhung t6i van nhé no



Chiing t0i sdp xép gap nhau & Quang trudng Thoi Pai. Ching t6i tim thiy Rachel Elizabeth Dare ¢ trude khéch san Marriott Marquis, va ca ngudi 0 dy
déu phi mét 16p vang,

Y t6i la mit, toc, quin do... clia ¢d éiy — tht téq tat moi thir. Tréng c6 4y nhur vira bi Vua Midas cham vio vay. Co 4y dang dimg nhu trong véi nim dira
nhée khic duge son mau kim loai: dong do, dong thau va bac. Ho dimg khong nhic nhich trong céc tur the khac nhau trong khi cac du khéch lron 1o xung
quanh hodc dung lai d€ ngamnhin. Mot s0 nguoi qua dudng con ném tién Ién tam véi dau trén via he.

Tém bién dudi chan Rachel ghi: NGHE THUT PUONG PHO CHO TRE EM, khuyén khich quyén gop tng ho.

Annabeth va t6i dimg d6 khoéng néim phit, nhin cham chéim vao Rachel, nhung néu ¢6 4y nhin thy ching toi chéic ¢6 ay khong dé ching toi lim vay.
Rachel khong dong ddy, ma tham chi t6i con chang thiy c6 ay chop mat. Mot dira bi chimg tang dong nhur t6i thi chéng thé ndo lamnhw vy dugc. Ding
imca tiéng dong ho nhur the s& khién t6i phat dién lén mat. Ma nhin Rachel phu Iop vang lén ngudi cling that 1 ky cuc. C6 ay giong nhur bire trong mot
nguoi ndi tieng, mdt dién vién hay gi d6. Chi c6 mat ¢6 ay 1a van mau xanh 14 binh thuong,

“Hay chiing ta ddy c6 ta mdt cai nhi,” Annabeth goi y.

Toi thiy tro d6 hoi xAu tinh, nhung Rachel ching thém phan tmg. Vai phit sau, mdt dira nhéc son miu bac bude t6i, sau khi da kip nghi ngoi tai bai dd taxi
trude khach san. Cau nhoc dimg canh Rachel trong tu thé nhw dang dién thuyét trude d4m dong, Rachel thé 1ong va bude ra khoi tim vai dau.

“Chao Percy.” C6 dy cudi toe toét. “Dén ding lic ddy. i udng café di”

Ching t6i di bd t61 mdt noi goi 14 Java Moose tai s6 43 phd 'West. Rachel goi mt ly Espresso Extreme, thir ma Grover van thich. Annabeth va t6i goi sinh
10 va ngdi o chiéc ban ngay bén dudi con nai nhoi bong, Chang ai buon nhin Rachel dén lan thir hai trong cai bd trang phuc vang cua c6 ay.

“Vay,” Rachel néi. “Pay la Annabell, dtng khong?”’
“Annabeth,” Annabeth stra lai. “C6 lic ndo ciing mic dd vang I& thé nay 4?”

“Khong,” Rachel ndi. “Ching t6i dang quyén gop tién cho nhom. Chiing t6i dang tinh nguyén lam nhitng du an ngh¢ thudt cho bon tré tiéu hoc, vi & truong
hoc nguoi ta dang bo mdn Nghé thudt. Ching t6i biéu dién IIDI thang mot in, cudi tuin ndo duoc duoc thi kiém khoang nim trim dola. Nhung t6i doan
céc cau khong mudn ndi vé chit dé d6. Cau ciing | con lai a?”

“Suyt!” Annabeth nhin quanh c4n trong, “Cau dinh thong bao cho ca thé gioi biét hay sao?”

“Pugc r6i.” Rachel dimg day va thue sir gao 16n, “Nay moi ngudi! Hai dira nay khong phai a nguoi! Ching 1 céc 4 thin Hy Lap!”
Chéng ai thém nhin ching t6i Ay mdt c4i. Rachel nhiin vai va ngdi xudng, “Hinh nhur bon ho khdng quan tim thi phai.”

“Chéng c6 gi budn cudi ca,” Annabeth n6i. “Day khong phai trd dia dau, ¢b gai thuong a.”

“Nao nao, hai cd,” toi noi. “Binh tinh di nao.”

“T6i binh tinh ma,” Rachel nhin manh. “LAn ndo t6i & canh cdu ciing c6 con quai vat ndo d6 tin cong, C6 gi phai lo Eing dau?”
“Nghe nay,” t6i n6i. “T¢ xin 16i vé chuyén phong nhac. Hy vong 1 ho khong dudi cau ra khoi truong hodc gi d6 tuong tur.”
“Nay. Ho hoi t6i rit nhiéu diéu v& cau. Toi danh gia ngu vay.”

“C6 khé khéan Fim khong?” Annabeth hoi.

“Pugc 16i, dirng lail” Toi chen vio. “Rachel, ching ti gip ric rdi. Va ching t6i can ciu giip.”

Rachel nheo nheo mét nhin Annabeth. “C4u can t6i gitp do?”

Annabeth khudy khudy chiéc dng hit trong cdc. “A,” ¢6 4y rau ri néi. “C6 thé.”

Toi ké v6i Rachel vé Mé Cung, va chiing t6i cAn phai tim Daedalus nhur thé nao. Toi ké cho ¢ 4y vé nhitng gi d xay ra trong mot vai lan trude day khi
chiing t6i vao trong do.

“Vay cac cu mudn toi dan dudng,” cd Ay néi. “Bi qua mdt noi tdi chura bao i t6i.”

“Cau ¢6 thé nhin thu Mén Suong M, t6i n6i. “Giéng nhur Ariadne. T6 ¢4 | ciu s& nhin duoc ding duong di. Cai Mé Cung d6 im sao c6 thé qua mt
cau dé dang the dugc.”

“Vay néu cdu sai thi sao?”

“Thi chiing ta s& bj lac. N6i cch khac, viée do s& ra nguy hiém. V6 cling, vo cling nguy hiém.”



“Toi c6 thé chét?”
“Ding,”
“T6i twong cau ndi it quai vat khong quan tim dén ngudi thuong, Thanh kiém d6 cia cau...”

“Piing thé,” t6i noi. “Thanh kiém dong celestial khong ton thuong con nguoi. Hau hét fi quai vat s€ bo qua ciu. Nhung Luke... hén ta khong quan tim. Han
s€ str dung quai vat, & than, con ngudi, bat ctr cai gi. Va hin s€ giet bat ky ai can duong han.”

“Mot chang trai t6t bung ddy,” Rachel noi.

“Anh ay dang bi mot Titan kiém soat,” Annabeth bao vé Luke. “Anh dy bj kira dbi thoi.”

Rachel hét nhin t6i rdi lai nhin Annabeth. “Pugc 10, t6i s& tham gia.”

T6i chép chép miit. Toi khong nghi 1 thuyét phuc co Ay lai d& dang dén thé. “Cau chéic khong dy?”

“Nay, ky nghi hé ctia t6i s& rat nham chan. Day lai 1 1oi moi tha vi nhit d6i voi toi. Vay t6i con phai mong doi i nita nhi?””

“Chiing ta phai tim dugc duong vao Mé Cung,” Annabeth n6i. “C6 mdt 16i vao & Trai Con Lai, nhung cau khong thé t6i do. Chd 4y cam ngudi thuong.”

Cb Ay n6i nguoi thurong nhur thé dang nhéic dén mot gidng gi kinh khing Fim vy, nhung Rachel chi gat dau. “Duoc roi. Vay 16i vao Mé Cung trong thé
nao?”

“N6 ¢6 thé 1a bat cir cai gl,” Annabeth noi. “Mot doan turong, Mot ting da. Mot canh cira. Mot cai ndp cong. Nhung n6 phéi co diu ciia Daedalus trén
d6. Mot chit Delta Hy Lap phat sang mau xanh.”

“Nhur thé ndy 4?” Rachel v& mot d4u bing nude 1én trén mt ban.
“Chinh n6,” Annabeth n6i tiép. “Cau biét tiéng Hy Lap?”’

“Khong” Rachel tra 1oi. RSi c6 Ay rit tir trong tii ra mot chiéc hroc nhya mau xanh va bt dau chai hét son vang bam trén toc ctia cd dy. “Chd t6i thay db.
Tot nhat cac cau hily di véi toi dén cho khach san Marriott.”

“Tai sao?”” Annabeth hoi
“Vi c6 mdt 16i vao gibng nhur thé nay & tang him khach san, noi chiing t6i dé phuc traN6 ¢6 dau ciia Daedalus trén d6.”
Ban dang doc truyén Percy Jackson Tdp 4: Cuge Chién Chon Mé Cung duge tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 14

Cénh cira kim loai b che mét mdt nira boi c4i g6 dung ddy khan tam ban ctia khéch san. Toi khong thiy n6 c6 gila ca, nhung Rachel chi cho t6i noi can
nhin, va t61 d3 nhin ra cai dau mau xanh nhat khic trén kim loai.

“N6 bj bé hoang da lau r6i,”” Annabeth noi.

“C6 lan t6i da thir mo n6,” Rachel noi, “chi vi to mo thoi. Nhung né da bi dong chét viri.”

“Khong.” Annabeth bude tdi trude. “No chi cAn mot céi cham tay ctia mit con lai.”

Qua 14 nhir vy, ngay khi Annabeth dit tay Ién d4u, n6 phét sang miu xanh. Canh cira kim loai tir tir hé m6 ra, 16 ra mdt cau thang t6i din xudng phia dudi.
“Oa.” Rachel trong rét‘binh tinh, nhung t6i khong biét ¢d Ay co gia vor t0 ra nhur vy hay khong. C6 4y da thay sang chiéc 40 phong Bao Tang Ngh¢ Thuat
Hién Pai cii rich va quan jeans loang 16 day mau sac nhu thuong I, chiéc luge nhwra mau xanh tho ra khoi tii. Mai toc d6 cua co ay duogc budc gon dang
sau, nhung van con nhitng vun vang trén do, va anh sng vang lap lanh trén mit c6. “Vay... toi s€ di sau cac ban?”

“Cau dan duodng,” Annabeth n6i véi thai do nira lich sy nira ché giu. “Dan dhu.”

Cau thang dan ching t6i xudng mot dudng ham bang gach I6n. N6 t6i dén ndi t6i khong thé nhin thdy chén minh, nhung Annabeth va t6i d4 dur trit dén pin.
Ngay khi ching t6i bét ching Ién, Rachel da hét oai odi.

Mot b xwrong dang nhéin ring cudi voi ching toi. D6 khong phai 3 nguoi. Trude tién trong nd khdng 10 — dai it nhit i ba mét. N6 b treo Ién, ¢b tay va ¢b
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chan bi xich nén trong nhu mdt chir X khong 16 trén dudng him. Nhung diéu lim t6i lanh séng hung 1 mot hde miit den si & giita cai dau lau.
“Cyclops,” Annabeth néi. “Bo xwong nay au lim rdi. Khong phai... ngudi quen ctia ching ta.”

Y ¢6 4y 1a B6 khong phai Tyson. Nhung diéu d6 ciing khong khién t6i d& chiu hon chit ndo. Toi van cam gidc nhu bd xurong duge dit & day nhu mot 1oi
canh bao. Du la cai gi c6 thé giét chét mdt Cyclops trudng thanh nhur vay thi t6i cling khdng muon gip no.

Rachel nu6t nurée miéng, “Céc cu ¢6 ban B Cyclops 4?”

“Do6 1a Tyson,” t6i ndi. “Em cting cha khac me véi té.”

“Em cting cha khac me?”

“Hy vong ching ta ¢6 thé tim dwoc ciu ?iy dudi kia,” t6i noi. “Va Grover nita. Ciu ta 1 thin rng.”
“0.” C6 ay kéukhg. “Vay thi, ching ta nén di tiép thoi.”

C5 4y bude dudi canh tay tréi ciia bd xwong va tiép tuc tién vé phia trrdc. Annabeth va t6i nhin nhau. Annabeth nhin vai. Chiing t6i theo Rachel vao siu
hon trong mé cung,

i duoc khoang muéi laimmet, ching toi i mot nga tir. Trude mit ching 61, hanh lang bang gach van tiép tuc. Bén phai ki nhimg birc twong duoc xdy
bang cac phién d4 cim thach cd. Bén trai  hanh lang bén thiu va day nhitng gdc cay.

Toi chi sang bén trai. “Né trong giong dudng ham na Tyson va Grover di vao.”

Annabeth nhiu méy. “U, nhung kién tric ctia hanh lang bén phéi — nhimg phién da cii k§ — c6 & s& dan ching ta dén mdt noi ndo do ¢ kinh trong mé cung
ndy, toi xudng cua Daeda

“Ching ta can di thing,” Rachel néi.

Annabeth va ti cing quay ra nhin ¢ 4y.

“P 14 lua chon t6i t€ nhét,” Annabeth noi.

“Céc cau khong thiy sa0?”” Rachel hoi. “Nhin san nha mi xem.”

Toi ching thy gi ngoai trdng gach cii ki va bin dat.

“C6 énh séng & dang kia,” Rachel khéing khiing, “Rét moy nhat. Nhung di thiing moi |a duong ding. Phia bén trdi, & phia cubi dudong ham, nhimg goc cdy d6
dang di chuyen nhu céc xtic tu, t6i khong thich diéu do. Phia bén phai, c6 mdt cai bay cach day khoang sau met. Nhitng cai lo trén céc bure twong, c6 I 1a
nhitng cai chong, Vay ching ta khong nén mao hiém vdi nd.”

T6i ching nhin thiy bt cir didu gi giéng nhur ¢6 Ay miéu ta, nhung t6i git dau uén. “Puoc rdi. Di thing,”

“Cautin co ta a?” Annabeth hoi.

U, khong tin sao?”

Annabeth trong nhur mubn cdi nhau, nhung van khoét tay ¥ bao Rachel dan duong, Chiing t6i clng nhau di sau xubng hanh lang bang gach. No ngoan
nghoco va nhiéu duong 18, nhung khong c6 thém dudng hdm ndo xuét hién & hai bén nita. Duong nhu ching t6i dang di xudng, sau dan, siu din xudng
1ong dat.

“Khong c6 cai by nao sao?”” Toi hoi voi tim trang lo Eing

“Chéng ¢6 gi.”” Rachel nhiu méy. “D8 nhur thé nay sa0?”

“T6 khong biét,” t6i tra 1. “N6 chura bao gior d& ca.”

“Vay, Rachel,”” Annabeth hoi, “chinh x4c i c4u dén tir dau?”

Nghe giong diéu thi giéng nhur ¢6 Ay hoi, Cau dén tir hanh tinh nio? Nhung duong nhu Rachel khong cam thiy bi xtic pham

“Brooklyn,” c6 4y tra Ioi.

“Cau di v& mudn cha me cau khong lo léng ar’

Rachel thé dai. “Khong. T6 ¢6 di hang tudn thi ho ciiing chéng dé y.”

“Tai sao lai thé?”” Lan nay Annabeth ndi nghe d& mia mai hon. C6 4y théng cam duroc chuyén cii co véi cha me.



Trude khi Rachel kip tra 1oi, mot tiéng k&o ket phat ra trude mit ching t6i, gidng nhu ngudi ta dang md mdt canh cira vi dai.
“Céi gi thé?” Annabeth hoi.

“Toi khong biét,” Rachel tra 1. “Tiéng ban & bang kim loai.”

“0, y nghiia ddy. Y t6 1 d6 1a cai gi?”

R t6i nghe thiy tiéng budc chén rung ca hanh lang — va dang tién lai phia ching toi.

“Chay 47" Toi hoi.

“Chay!” Rachel dong y.

Chiing t6i quay dau thao chay, nhung chi kip khoang sau met thi da dam sam vao modt vai ngudi ban cii. Hai con dracaenae — nhimg ngudi phu nit rén méic
giap Hy Lap — chia lao vao thang nguc ching t61. Pg giita ching Ia Kelli, mdt hoat ndo vién empousa.

“Nao, nao,” Kelli noi.

Toi mo ndp thanh Thity Tneu, va Annabeth rit dao ra; nhung cdi bt cua t con chua kip bién hinh thi Kelli ¢ vo liy Rachel. Ban tay 4 ta bién thanh b
vubt, va my ding né nhéc c6 Rachel Ién xoay c6 4y tir phia.
"9

“Lai dua ca vat nudi di dao co 42 Kelli hoi t6i. “Bon ching yéu dudi im. Mong manh dé vo!

Piing sau chiing toi, tiéng’bu’c'rc chan to dan. Mt cai bong to 1on budc ra tir bong t6i — ngudi khdng 16 Laistrygonian cao hai mét rudi voi doi mit d6 ruc
va bd rang nanh nhon hoat.

Con quéi vat liém mdi khi n6 nhin thiy ching t6i. “T6i c6 dugc an ching khong?”

“Khong,” Kelli n6i. “Chi ctia nguoi s& canbon ching Ching s& 14 tro mua vui thi vi day.” A ta cudi voi ti. “Gios thi di thdi, bon con lai. Hodc tit ca cac
nguoi s€ chét ¢ day, bat dau voi con bé ngudi tran ndy.”

Pay ¢6 & d6 i con dc mong kinh khing nhat cva 0. Va tin t0i i, t6i da ¢6 rét nhicu con dc mong rdi. Ching t0i di vé cudi hanh lang voi hai con dracaenae
dihai bén, va v6i Kelli cing con quai vt khong 16 ¢ dang sau, dé dé phong chiing t6i bo chay. Duong nhur chiang ¢6 ai lo viée ching t6i chay vé phia trudc.
Do chinh 1a hudng bon ching dang ap gidi ching t6i dén.

O phia trude t6i nhin thiy nhitng c4nh cong bang dong, Chiing cao chimg ba mét, duoc trang tri véi hai thanh kiém bt chéo. Pang sau d6 I nhiing tiéng
huyén ndo, nghe nhu mdt ddm dong.

Toi chura bao gios nhin tan mat mdt con dracaena truée ddy, va toi cling chura bao gios iéu minh dé im viée dy. DO s& | mdt khudn it dep néu céi ludi cla
a khong phéi la ludi ran, trong mat mau vang va con nguroi mau den. A miic gidp dong dai dén that keng. Phia bén dudi, thay vi d6i chan Ia hai minh ran to
16n véi nhitng vay mau dong va xanh lyc. A wira di vira truon, nhu dang di trén van truot vay.

“Khach moi ctia cac nguroi [a ai?”” t61 hoi.

Mu ta it 1én phi phi, ¢6 thé d6 I tiéng cudi. “Nguoi s& biét thoiiii. S& nhanh chong quen dy mi. Dit sacoo0 thi d6 ciing | anh trai ctia nguroi.”

“Céi gi clia ta?”” Ngay lap tirc t6i nghi t6i Tyson, nhung diéu d6 1a khong thé. A dang néi dén cai gi vay nhi?

Ga khdng 16 tién téi va mo ctra. Han tim 4o Annabeth nhdc 1én va noi, “Nguoi dimg ddy.”

“Nay!” ¢b Ay phan khang, nhung gi kia to 16n gip hai ln ¢6 4y, va hén da kip tich thu kiém ctia t6i va dao ctia Annabeth roi.

Kelli cudi to. A ta van dang k& mong vudt vao ¢ Rachel. “Di ndo, Percy. Mua vui cho ching ta. Ching ta s& chd & dy véi cac ban ngwoi, dé ngwoi liéu
ma cu xir dung myc.”

Toi nhin Rachel. “Xin 161 nhé. T6 s& dura duge cdu ra khoi day.”

Cb 4y cb ging git diu trong hoan canh mong vudt dang ké cb. “Vay thi tuyét qua.”

Mot con dracaenae day ti toi chd cira vao bang mii gido, va t6i budc ra, do 1 sin clia mt trudng dau.

C6 thé d6 khong phéi la trrong dAu to nhét toi tung t6i, nhung ca mot khu vire nhur vay ¢ dudi long dat thi qua 1 rét rong, San ddu béng dat hinh tron, du
1ong dé ban c6 thé 14i xe xung quanh mép san néu ban cén than. O giita san dau, mot tran ddu dang dién ra gitta mOt nguoi khong 16 va mdt nhan mé. Nhan

A trong c6 vé hoang hot. Anh ta dang phi quanh ké thii ctia minh, tay cim kiém va khién, trong khi gi khong 16 gio mili lao to bang cot dién thoai Ién va
dam dong thi dang reo ho.



Hang ghé dau tién cao hon san d4u khoang chimg bn mét. Nhimg chiéc ghé 1am hoan toan bang da bao quanh, va tit ca déu kin chd. Khan gia gdm
nhirng ngudi khong 16, dracaenae, 4 than, telekhine, va nhiéu con vét ky cuc hon thé: cac con quy canh doi, va cac loai sinh vat mot nira 1 loai ngwoi, mot
ntta con lai ban ¢ thé 201 tén ching — chim, bo sat, con tring, hay dong vat ¢ vi.

Nhung kinh di nhét | nhitng c4i dau lAu. Déu truong chit diy dau u. Ching dugc gidng xung quanh rao chéin. Hang déng dau lau cao gAn mdt mét duge
ding lam bac thang gitra cac hang ghe Ching nhin nho trén nhirmg ngon gido & cudi khan dai va dug treo trén nhirng soi xich trén tran nha tao thanh
nhirg chiéc dén chim kinh di. Mot s6 dau lau trong da rt cii — ching c6 gi ngoai xirong kho tring, Mot s6 cai khéac trong moi hon rat nhidu. Toi s& khong
md ta ching ra ddy. Tin t6i di, c4c ban ciing ching mudn nghe diéu do dau.

O chinh giira tt ca my 16 16n trén, duge trung bay trang trong trén tudng khan dai, 1 mot thir ching c6 my y nghiia d6i véi i — mot tim biéu ngit miu
xanh v6i hinh cay quyén trrong ctia thin Poseidon ¢ gitta. N6 lim cai gi & mot noi nhur thé nay?

Bén trén tAm biéu ngit | mot ké thii cii ciia t6i — dang ngdi trén ghé danh dur.

“Luke,” t6i ndi.

Khong biét trong d4m dong huyén nao hén c6 nghe thiy t6i ndi hay khong, nhung hén mim cudi lanh 18o0. Hin dang miic mot chiéc quén linh, 4o phong
trang va gidp che ngue bang dong, glong nhu nhitng gi t6i thiy trong gidc mo. Nhung ¢6 diéu hoi la 13 hén khong mang theo klem Bén canh hin g
khong 16 to Ion nhat ma t6i timg thiy, to hon ci gi dang d4nh nhau voi nhan i rat nhleu Hén phai cao hon bon mét, va ngdi choan mat ba cai ghé. Han
chi méic mbi cai khd, trong nhur nhing v0 sisumd Nhét Ban. Da hén d6 thdm va xam trd day hinh song bién miu xanh. Toi doan hén c6 thé 1 vé sTmdi cia
Luke hay thir gi d6 twrong tu nhur the.

C6 tiéng kéu ctru trén san d4u, va ti nhay Il lai khi nhan n ngil nhao xubng mit san ngay bén canh toi.

Anh ta nhin t6i cau khan. “Ctru!”

T6i v6i tay tim kiém, nhung n6 da bi tich thu va vAn chura quay tré lai ti clia o

Nhan i ¢d giing dimg ddy trong khi g3 khong 16 dang tién dén, lim lim mii lao trong tay.

Mot ban tay ddy mong vudt nim Ky vai t6i. “Néu ngwoi biét quy trong mang ssssong ciia cac bbbbbban nguoi,” con dracaena dang ap giai toi noi, “thi

dimg c6 xia miii vio. Tran ny khoooong phai ctia nguoi. Chdr dén hrot di”

Nhan mi khong dimg lén ndi nita. Anh ta da bi gly mot chan. Ngwoi khong 16 dat ban chan khong 16 ctia gi Ién ngire nhan mii va gio mii lao n. Ga quay
lai nhin Luke. D4m dong vui vé ho hét: “GIET DI! GIET B1!”

Luke khong c6 phan (g gi, nhung g3 sumd xam trd ngdi canh han dimg ddy. Ga sumd mim cudi véi anh chang ngudi ngwa, ké dang van nai tham thiét:
“Ping! Xin dimg!”

Sau d6 g3 sumd go tay ra va ra hiéu véi ngon tay céi chia xudng.

Toi nhitm it Jai khi dAu s khong 10 ra don két thiic. Khi ti m mit ra, nhan méi da bién mit, tan thanh tro byi. Tt ca nhitng gi con lai chi B mdt céi mong
ngua ma gi khong 16 lay lam chién loi pham d€ khoe véi ddm dong. Ca dau trudng reo ho sung sudng,

Mt canh cong mo ra & dau kia khan dai va gi khdng 10 bude ra trong vinh quang ch théng,
Trén ghé danh du, gi sumd gio tay Ién ra hiéu moi nguoi im king,
“MOot tran d4u hay!” tiéng hiin gdm vang, “Nhung khong c6 g ta khong chimg kién trude ddy. Cau con c6 gi nita ha, Luke, con trai ctia Hermes?”

Luke nghién chéit ham ring. C6 thé thiy héin khong thich bi goi o con trai cia Hermes. Hén ghét cha minh. Tuy nhién Luke van diém tinh d(mg kn. Mat hin
sang lén. Sy that thi hin duong nhu dang ¢ tAm trang rat tot.

“Chiia t& Antaeus,” Luke n6i d Ion dé ca dam dong cling nghe thy. “Ngai a mdt chii nha tuyét voi! Ching t6i rat hanh phiic dugc mua vui cho ngai, dé tra
on ngai da cho ching t6i di qua lanh dia ctia ngai.”

“Mbt on hué ta van chura nhin dugc,” Antaeus gﬁm 1én. “Ta mudn duoc gii tril”

Luke cti rap xudng. “Toi dam bao chién binh sip ra trrdng du bay gidr hay hon gi nhan ni kia nhiéu. Toi 6 mdt ngwoi em ciia ngii.” Néi rdi hén chi vao
to1. “Percy Jackson, con trai ctia Poseidon.”

Péam dong bt dau ché gidu va ném dé vao t6i, t6i tranh duoc gin hét, nhung vin bi mot vét cit khé sau & mé.
Mit Antaeus sang bimg Ién. “Con trai ctia Poseidon a? Vay héin s& danh hay dy! Hodc [ chét ciing hay!”
“Néu céi chét ctia héin im ngai vui vé,” Luke 1n6i, “thi ngai s& cho quén doi ciia ching t6i di qua linh thd ctia ngai chir?”

“Co thé!” Antaeus noi



Luke ¢6 vé khong vui im véi hai tir “c6 thé.” Han liéc nhin t6i, nhur thé canh bao tot nhét 1 t6i nén chét mdt ¢t ngoan muc, néu khong t6i s& tha hd ma gap
réc rdi.

“Luke!” Annabeth hét Ién. “Dung tro nay lai di! Tha bon t¢ di!”’

C6 vé lic nay Luke méi dé y dén co dy. Han bbi rdi mot iy lat. “Annabeth?”

“Van con du thoi gian cho cac chién binh nit co ma,” Antaeus cit ngang, “Gior thi, Percy Jackson, nguroi chon vii khi nao?”
Con dracaenae déy t6i vao giira d4u trudng,

T6i ngéng Ién nhin Antaeus. “Sao nguroi c6 thé 1 con trai ctia than Poseidon durgc?”

Antaeus cudi to, ca khan dai ciing cuoi theo.

“Ta la dira con yéu cia 6ng 4y!” Antaeus n6i sang sang. “Hay nhin xem, dén tho ta xdy cho Vi thin Dong dt, duoc xdy bang dau lu cia tat ca nhimg ké
ta da giét nhan danh 6ng ay! Va so nguoi cling gia nhp hang ngi thoi!”

Toi kinh hai nhin tit cé nhitmg ci dau Au— c6 hing trdm ci, va thm bicu ngit ctia Poseidon. Sao ddy c6 thé 1 dén the cho cha toi duoc? Cha toi B nguoi
tot. Ong ay con chua bao gio doi toi mdt tam thiép nhan Ngay ctia Cha, noi gi dén nhitng cai dau lau.

“Percy!” Annabeth goi ti. “Me hin 1 Gaea! Gae...”

Gai khong 10 Laistrygonian dang p giai Annabeth da Hy tay che miéng co dy. Me hin | Gaea. Me Tréi Pat. Annabeth ¢6 ndi voi t6i ring diéu nay c6 mdt
y nghia quan trong, nhung t6i khong 1 tai sao. C6 € vi gd ndy c6 ca cha lan me déu Ia than hay sao? Nhur vay s€ rat kho giét han.

“Nguoi b dién rdi, Antaeus,” t0i noi. “Néu nguoi nghii day 1 dong gop 16n thi ding 1 nguoi chiing hiéu gi vé thin Poseidon c4.”
Pém dong la hét ché nhao i, nhung Antaeus gio tay ra du im king,

“Vii khi,” héin nhén manh. “Va chiing ta s& xem nguoi chét nhur thé ndo. Ngwoi ding riu? Khién? Lu6i? Hay sing phun ra?”
“Chi can kiém ctia ta,” t9i tra 1o

Nhitng con qudi vt cuoi nghiéng nga, nhung ngay Ip tirc, thanh Thuy Triéu da quay lai trong tay t6i. Va mot s giong ndi trong d4m déng tré nén hoang
s0. Ludi kiém bang dong phat ra anh sang mo o.

“Hiép mot!” Antaeus tuyén bo. Canh cong mo0 ra, va mt con dracaena trudn ra. Mot tay my cam cdy dinh ba, tay kia cAm manh hréi— kiéu déu sicd dién.
Hoi & trai t6i da dugce rén luyén dé dau lai ki€u vii khi ndy suot may nam troi roi.

Mu ta thir dam ti, nhung t6i tréanh duwoe. My tung hrdi, hy vong bét duoc tay cam kiém ctia t0i, nhung toi ciing trédnh sang bén mdt céch dé dang, bé gy
cy gido cua my va dam thang Thuy Triéu qua khe ho trén b gidp ctia mu ta. V6i tiéng la khoc quan quai, ni yéu boc hoi va bién mit, va tiéng reo ho cia
d4m dong it im

“Khéng!” Antacus rong lén. “Qué nhanh! Ngwoi phai ché Iénh moi duoce giét. Chita méi duoc quyén ra lénh!”

T6i liéc nhin Annabeth va Rachel. Téi phai tim cach tha ho ra, c6 thé danh lac huéng bon linh canh ching han.

“Lam tt Fim, Percy.” Luke mim cuoi. “Nguwoi tién bd hon nhiéu ddy. Ta da ban cho nguoi diéu d6.”

“Hi¢p hai!” Antaeus hét lén. “Va lan nay tir tir thoi ddy! Dé ching ta con tiéu khién! Phai chd lénh ta méi duoc giét, NEU KHONG THI LIEU HON!”
Cénh cong lai bt mo, va lan ndy mdt chién binh tré burde ra. Cu ta chi hon tudi t6i mot chit, khoang mudi su. Ciu ta ¢6 méi téc den bong murgt, va mit
trai dugc bit mjt mieng bang. Chién binh tré nay gy g6 va minh dé khién b giap Hy Lap tré nén thing thinh trén nguoi ciu ta. Chang chién binh tré cam
kiém xudng dat, chinh lai dai chiec khién va di chiec mii giap dudi ngyra En.

“Cau 1 ai?” t6i hoi.

“Ethan Nakamura,” ciu ta d4p. “Ta phai giét ngwoi.”

“Sao cau phai lam vay?”

“Nay!” mjt con quai vt trén khan di ché giéu. “Plimg c6 n6i chuyén nita, chién dau di chir!”” Nhing con khic ciing hudng tmg,

“Ta phai chimg t6 ban than,” Ethan bao t6i. “Céach duy nhit dé dugc gia nhap.”

Va ctng voi cau do, ciu ta ra don thn cong. Kiém ctia ching t6i cham nhau giita khong trung va d4m dong ho hét. Chuyén ndy chang hay ho chiit nao. Toi
khong mudn phéi danh nhau dé nua vui cho mdt I quai vét, nhung Ethan Nakamura khong cho t6i Ira chon ndo khac.



Cauta don dap tAn cong Ién. Céu ta danh khé hay. Theo toi biét thi Ethan chura bao i dén Trai Con Lai, nhung cu ta da duoc luyén tap rét nhiéu. Cau ta
tranh duoc hau hét moi ¢t danh cta toi va suyt ding khién dé dap lai t61, nhung 61 da kip nhay Iui lai. Cau ta dam tiép, va toi lai tranh sang bén. Chiing t6i
thay nhau d4m rdi tranh dé tham do cach danh cta nhau. Toi co ging loi dung phia nit bi mi) ctia Ethan, nhung ciing khong ¢6 tac dung gi miy. Cu ta co
1& da chién d4u véi chi mdt it tir rit Au rdi, vi cau Ay rat gioi phong ngy phia trai.

“Mau!” It quai vat Ia 6.

Db thu cira t6i nhin én phia khan dai. Téi nhin ra d6 chinh 1 diém yéu ctia ciu ta. Ethan can phai giy 4n tuong cho ching. Con t6i thi khong

Cau ta hét 1én va x6 tn cong t6i, nhung t6i né duoc va I lai, ¢é Ethan dudi theo toi.

“Feeeee!” Antaeus noi. “Dimg lai va chién dau di chir!”

Ethan tén cong dén dap, nhung t6i d& dang phong ngw, ngay ca khi khong c6 khién. Cau ta mic dé phong ngur —mdt bd gidp ning va ca khién nita — (,iiéu
do gy bat loi khi choi tan cong. To1 nhe nhang hon va nhanh hon. Bam dong tré nén dién loan, gao thét phan doi va bat dau némda. Ching t6i da chién
dau khoang gan nam pht va mau van chua do ra.

Cubi cing Ethan ciing méc sai ]z“m} Khi ciu ta dang 96 dam vao bung t61, t6i khoa kiém ctia cAu ta lai bing thanh Thuy Triéu cua ti va van. Kié’m‘cﬁa
Ethan roi xubng san. Trudc khi d€ cu ta kip hoan hon, t61 ding chudi kiém danh Ién mil gidp cta ciu ta, va ddy cau ta ngd xuong. B gidp ning né hoa ra
lai c6 loi cho t6i nhi€u hon. Céu ta ngd nglra ra dat, choang vang va mét moi. Toi k€ miii kiém lén ngyc cdu ta.

“Két thic di,” Ethan rén .

Toi ngang lén nhin Antaeus. Khuon it do kir ciia hdn danh lai vi gién dit, nhung hidn van gio tay ra va am mdt diu ngon tay céi tro xudng,

“Quén di.” Toi tra kiém vao vo.

“Pimg c6 ngu ngde,” Ethan tiép tuc rén ri. “Ching s& giét ca hai ching ta day.”

Toi dua tay ra cho ciu ta. Ethan ngin ngai ndm iy n6. Toi gitp cau dy dimg day.

“Khéng ai duge quyén coi thurong trd choi nhur vAy!” Antaeus gio rong. “Ca hai nguoi s& phai lam vat hién t& cho Poseidon!”

T6i nhin Ethan. “Khi ndo ¢6 co hdi thi chay nhé.” Sau do i quay lai n6i voi Antaeus. “Sao ngwroi khong tir chién du véi ta? Néu nguoi duoc cha wu 4 thi
hay chimg minh né di!”

Bon quai vit gam gir trén khan dai. Antaeus nhin quanh, va hinh nhur nhén ra hén khong con sur hra chon ndo khac. Néu ndi khong, hén s& trd thanh ké hén
nhat.

“Ta 1A v sTdAu vat manh nhét thé gioi de”iy nhdc a,” hén canh bio toi. “Ta da tap tur hdi m6i c6 mdn pankration kia!”

“Pankration [ gi?”” toi hoi.

“Y hén I chién d4u cho dén chét,” Ethan ni. “Khong c6 luat 18. Khong gidi han. N6 timg 1 mdt mon thi du thé thao Olympic.
“Camon vé 101 mich nurde,” t6i noi.

“Khong co gi.”

Rachel dang mo to it nhin t6i. Annabeth lic dau quiy quay, trong khi tay gi khong 16 Laistrygonian van bit chat iy miéng co Ay.

Toi chi kiém vao Antaeus. “Ngudi chién thing s& duoc tat ca! Ta thing, tit ca ching ta s& dugc di. Ngwoi théng, ching ta s& chét. Ta thé co dong song
Styx.”

Antaeus cudi ha ha. “S& nhanh thoi. Ta dng y véi nhitng diéu khoan ctia ngwoil”
Hén nhay qua ro vao truong diu.
“Chiic may mén,” Ethan n6i v6i t6i. “Cau s& can tdi nd.” Rdi ciu ta nhanh chong i lai.

Antacus bé dbt ngon tay rang réc. Hin cudi toe toét, va toi thiy ngay ca ring héin ciing dwoc cham khic hinh song bién, ¢6 1& khién viéc danh ring sau khi
an tré nén khon kho.

“Nguoi chon vii khi n30?” hén hoi.
“Ta van dimg kiém cta ta. Nguoi?”

Hén dua ban tay vi dai Ién va xua xua ngén tay: “Ta chéing can vii khi gi ca. Cau Luke, cau am trong tai dot nay nhé.”



Luke mim cudi nhin xudng chd t6i. “Rét han hanh, thua ngai.”
Antaeus bét thinh finh tAn cong, t6i chui qua chén hén va chém vao bip chén sau ctia hén.
(13 ' "

hén hét Ién. Nhung noi déng I phai c6 mau chay ra lai chi c6 mjt dong cat, gidng nhur t6i vira chém mot bén chiéc ddng hd cat vay. N6 chay
xudng nén san d4u bang dat, roi dat bt bam xung quanh chan hén, gan giéng nhur mot cai khudn. Khi dét roi ra, vét thurong knh tro lai,

Hin lai tiép tuc tan cong. May miin I t6i d ¢6 kinh nghiém dénh nhau v6i céc gi khong 10. Lan ndy t0i tranh sang bén va chém vao dudi canh tay hén.
Nguyén ca phan ludi cua thanh Thily Triéu dam séu vao dé suon cua han. D6 1 tin tot. Con tin xau 1 thanh Thuy Tricu tudt khoi tay t6i khi tén khong 1o
quay lai, va t6i bi ném bang qua phia bén kia truong dau, khong mot tac sat trong tay.

Antaeus réng 1én dau don. Toi cho doi hén tan bién vao khong khi. Chéing ¢6 con qudi vat nao chiu n61 mot don tén cong truc tiép bang thanh Thuy Triéu .
Ludi kiem dong celestial chic dang tiéu hiy han. Nhung Antacus dang md mam tim vet thrrong, va han rit ludi kiémra, némn6 vé phia sau. Cat lai chay ra
tir vét thuong, nhung mot Ian nira dat lai bao phu lay han. Bat 6m tron han dén tan vai. Ngay khi 16p dat do6 tr6i di, Antaeus lai khoe manh binh thuong,
“Gidr thi ngwoi hiéu tai sao ta khong bao gior thua chura, 4 than!” Antaeus ha hé noi. “Dén dy dé ta nghién nat ngwoi nao! S& nhanh thoil”

Antaeus dimg giita t6i va thanh kiém ctia t6i. Tuyét vong, t6i liéc nhin hai bén, va bét gip anh mit ctia Annabeth.

Mt dt, t0i nghi. Annabeth dang ¢ n6i v6i t0i diéu gl nhi? Me cia Antaeus | Gaea, dat me, mdt trong nhirng ni thin ¢6 xua nhét, Cha clia Antaeus c6
thé 1a Poseidon, nhung Gaea van ludn bao v¢, ctru song han ta. Toi s&€ khong thé 1am gi duge hian mdt khi hin van dung trén niit dat.

Toi ¢0 di quanh hin, nhung Antaeus doén trude dugc dong théi cla toi. Han chéin duong toi, cudi khing khuc. Gi thi hén dang coi t0i nhur mdt mon do
choi. T6i bi don vao goc.

Toi ngﬁng 1én nhin soi xich trén trin nha, véi nhing céi so ké thui clia hin ta duoc treo e I trén cac cai moc. Dot nhién t6i cb mdt y tudng,

Toi gia vor chay sang mit bén. Antaeus chin duong t6i. Dam dong reo mimg va hd hét, mudn Antaeus xir t6i, nhung hdn con dang mai mé véi trd vui.
“Thing nhoc yéu ot,” hin néi. “Chéiing dang 14 con thin bién chit nao!”

Toi cam thay chiéc bt da quay lai i ciia 0, nhung Antacus khong hay biét gi vé chuyén d6. Han s& nghi thanh Thity Triéu vin nim trén dét dang sau hin.
Han s& nghi myc dich ctia t6i Ia [y lai thanh kiem D6 khong hin 1a mét loi the, nhung d6 1a tat ca nhitng g t6i cd!

T6i tAn cong thing truc tiép, cti thp dé hén tudng 0 chuén bj chui qua hai chin hén mot lan nita. Khi hin dang ci xu()ng, chuéin bj sn sang dé bt t6i
nhu mdt van dong vién bat bong, t6i bén nhay cao hét mirc cd thé — dap lén tay han, leo 1én vai hidn nhur thé n6 | mot chiéc thang, va dap ca gidy lén dau
han. Han phan img mdt cach ty nhién. Bimg théing day ddy cm phin va hét lon “NAY!”. Toi tan dung hrc ctia hin dé quang minh én phia tran nha. Toi
bt duo‘chhan trén cuing ctia mdt soi xich, va nhig cai moc cong voi dau lu dang kéu chdi tai bén dudi chan t6i. Toi quan hai chan quanh soi xich, gidng
nhu t61 van thuong lam voi mon day trong gio thé dyc. Toi rit thanh Thily Tri€u ra va cua duat sgi xich bén canh toi.

“Xubng day, do hén!” Antaeus rong lén. Han ¢ tim t6i, nhung t6i dang & ngoai tim véi. Vira treo minh trén ddy, toi vira hét, “Lén day ma bat ta! Hay
nguoi qua béo va cham chap?”’

Hin géng 1én va tim t6i Ain nira. Hin bt dqqc mot sgi day va ¢b duminh 1én. Khi hz“'}n dang vat 1on déleo 1én, toi ha thz“ip soi xich da bi cua xuéng, dAu tién
1a phan mdc. T6i phai thir hai lan, nhung cudi ciing t6i d& mde duge day xich vao kho clia Antaeus.

“AAAA!” Antaeus la hét. Toi nhanh chong Iudn soi xich trén tay qua mit miét trén déy xich cia t6i va kéo n6 cang hét mirc c6 thé. Antacus b gang quay
lai mat dat nhung khong thé boi khd ciia hin bi treo trén moc. Han phai ding ca hai tay bamvao ddy xich de khoi bi ngd 16n dau xubng dét. Toi cau nguyén
ring céi khd va day xich c6 thé gitr hiin lai thém vai gidy niva. Khi Antacus dang ban nguyén ria va ving Vay, t6i nhay nhot tir day xich nay sang day xich
khac, vira du vira chém nhu mdt con khi dién. Toi tao thanh cac thong long voi nhimg moc va mit xich kim loai. Toi khong hiéu sao minh ¢6 thé am nhur
vay. Me ludn n6i toi c6 kha ning lam moi vat quén lai v&i nhau. Va lai t6i ciing dang tuyét vong @& ctru céc ban ctia minh. DU sao thi chi trong vai pht, t6i
da treo duoc tén khong 16 1én khoi mat dat, gim gir vO vong gitta mdt ddng moc va day xich.

Toi tha minh xudng dat, md hoi dam dia va the hon hén. Tay t6i trdy da chay méu vi du day.

“Tha tao xudng!” Antaeus ho hét.

“Thé anh ta ra!” Luke yéu cau toi. “Anh ta 1 chii nha ciia ching ta co ma!”

T6i md nép thanh Thiy Tridu. “Ta s& tha hén.”

Va sau d6 t6i ddm vao bung gi khbng 10. Hin réng 1én va cat tubn chay ra tir vét thuong, nhung hén dang & qua cao dé c6 thé cham toi mit dat, va dat me
khong thé dang Ién cao dé tri lanh vét thuong cho hén. Antaeus tan bién dan, ting phén, timg phan mot, cho dén khi chang con gi sot lai ngoai mot chim
day xich dung dura, mbt ci khd to khdng 16 treo trén moc, va mdt mé nhimg dau lAu dang cudi nhin nhé va nhay mia trén dau toi nhur thé cudi cing thi ho

ciing dugc cudi min nguyén.

“Jackson!” Luke hét Ién. “Lé ra ta phai giét nguoi tir lAu rdi moi phai!”



“Nguoi di ¢b,” t6i nhdc cho hin nhé. “Hiy dé bon ta qua di, Luke. Ching ta d c6 giao kéo v6i Antaeus. Ta i nguoi thing cude.”

Hin lam diing theo nhing gi t61 nghi Hin noi, “Antaeus da chét. Loi thé ciia hidn ciing chét theo. Nhung hom nay ta khé nhan tir nén s& dé ngwoi chét mot
céach khan truong nhat.”

Hén chi Annabeth. “Tha ¢ gdi ra.” Giong héin hoi run run mot chit. “Ta s& n6i chuyén vdi ¢o Ay trude — trude chién thing vi dai cta ching ta.”

Nhimng con quéi vt trén khan dai da rit vii khi ra hogic 1 gio mong vubt. Chiing t6i khong con dudng thoat. Va hoan toan bi 4p dao vé s6 hrong

Toi cam nhan mdt vat gi d6 trong ti — mot cam gidc lanh budt, va mdi lic mdt lanh hon. Chiée coi goi chd. Téi cdm chit By nd. DA nhidu ngiy nay t0i tranh
khong st dung mén qua ctia Quintus. Rét ¢6 thé d6 1 mot cai bay. Nhung gio... t6i khong con hra chon nio khac. Toi Ay né ra khoi tii va thoi. m thanh
cta nd khong nghe duoc, va nd vo ra thanh tirng manh béang, tan chdy trén tay toi.

Luke cudi lon. “Cai do dé lam gi thé nhi?”

Tir dang sau toi mot tiéng hét dot ngdt vang lén. Tén khong 16 Laistrygonian nity gior van canh giit Annabeth bay véo qua mt t6i va dap vao tuong,

rrrrr

Kelli con empousa hét 1én thét thanh khi mdt con chd den khong 16 niing khoang hon hai trim can nhécrb(;)n,g & 1én nhu mdt mén do choi va némco ta bay
thang vao long Luke... C6 cho O’Leary gAm gir khién hai tén linh canh dracaenae li lai. Trong mdt choc, tat ca i quai vat trén khan dai chura hét bang
hoang,

“Di thoi!” t6i goi cac ban minh. “Pinao O’Leary!”

“Cira ra phia xa ay!” Rachel gao to. “D6 1a 16i di ding day!”

Ethan Nakamura cling nhén ra dm hiéu. Ching t6i cing nhau chay nhu bay, bang qua dAu truong vé phia cira ra ddng xa. Con O’Leary theo st ching to1
Trong khi chay thuc mang, t6i van con nghe thay nhitng &m thanh huyén ndo hon don cta cad mot doi quan himg hau dang nhdy xudng tir khén dai va dudi
theo chiing toi.
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“L6i nay!” Rachel

“Tai sao ching toi phai di theo cau?”” Annabeth giing hoi. “Cau di dan ching t6i thang vao c4i bay chét ngudi do!”

“P6 chinh 1 con dudng cic ciu can phai di,” Rachel ndi. “Va lan ny ciing vAy. i thoi nao!”

Annabeth trong khong vui vé g, nhung ¢6 dy van di cing ching ti. C6 vé nhu Rachel biét rét rd minh dang di ddu. C6 dy lao vao ca nhitng ngdc ngéch va
khong hé do duyr moi khi t6i nhitng nit giao nhau. Co mot lan Rachel hét “Cui xuong!”, tat ca ching t6i ng6i thup xubng va mot chiée riu khong 16 bay swot
qua phia trén dau chiing t6i. Sau d6 ching t6i tiép tuc di nhur chang hé c6 chuyén gi xay ra.

To6i khong thé nhé ndi da qua bao nhiéu ngd r&. Ching to1 khong dimg lai nghi cho dén khi dzt chan den mdt can phong rong bang phong tap thé duc v6i
nhirng cot nha bang da cim thach chdng d& cho tran nha. Toi dtmg & cira ra vao, ing nghe nhitng tiéng dong dudi theo nhung ching nghe thiy gi. C6 1§
chiing t6i va Luke ciing bon tay sai da thirc sw mét ddu nhau trong mé cung,

Sau d6 t6i con phat hién ra mdt chuyén khic nira: C6 cho O’ Leary d bién mit, khong biét tir khi ndo. Toi khong biét n6 da di lac hay bi giy xéo béi con
quai vt nao d6 hay céi gi khac. Tim t6i dau nhéi. Con O’ Leary da ctru ching to1, vdy ma t6i tham chi khong thém doin6 dé chic chén 1a né dang theo sau
chiing t6i.

Ethan ngd quy xudng trén san nha. “Céc ngudi déu mit tri hét réi”” Cau ta thio mil bao hiém ra, gwong miit nhé nhai md hoi.

Annabeth kinh ngac. “T6i nhé ra cau roi! Cau chinh I mot trong nhimg dira tré khong rd danh tinh ¢ nha thin Hermes vai ndm trude.”

C4u ta nhin trimg trimg Annabeth. “Ding rdi, con cau i Annabeth. Toi nhé ra rd1.”

“Mit cau bi sao vay?”’

Ethan nhin di cho khac va tdi cd cam gidc rang cu ta s€ khong muon néi vé chuyén do.
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“Cau chinh 13 4 than trong gidc mo cia tdi,” tdi néi. “Chinh 1 nguoi ma tay chan ciia Luke quan tim dén. Rt cude thi ngudi d6 khong phai ki Nico.”
“Nico la ai?”

“Durng dé y,” Annabeth vi noi. “Tai sao cu lai cb gia nhdp phe 4c co chi?”

Ethan nhéch méphéng ¢ bén ndo ding ca. Cac than d4u co quan tim dén ching ta. VAy tai sao ti khong thé...”

“Khong thé gia nhap mdt doi quan va chién déu dén chét chi dé mua vui u?” Annabeth n6i. “Troi a, t¢ khong hiéu ndi.”

Ethan c6 giing dtng dy. “Téi khong mudn tranh ludn véi cau. Cam on vi da gitip do, nhung i s& ra khoi day.”

“Bon t¢ dang di tim Daedalus,” t61 n6i. “Hay di cing bon t& di. Va khi cong viéc hoan thanh, moi ngudi s€ chao don cau trd lai trai.”
“Céc cau that dién khi nghi Daedalus s¢ ra tay gitip dd.”

“Ong ta s& phai lam nhu vay,” Annabeth noi. “Bon t& s& khién 6ng ta phéi Eing nghe.”

Ethan cui pha n. “O, vy thi chiic may miin véi diéu do.”

Toi tim ly tay cau ta. “Cau dinh di trong mé cung nay mdt minh sao? D6 L tur sat.”

C4u ta nhin t6i va ¢ ging kiém ché con gién dir. Miéng vai bing mét da son & phia mép va méu den ciia tim vai ciing da nhat phai nhur thé cau ta da deo
nd rat, rat Jau roi. “Pang 1§ cau khong nén tha mang cho t6i. Long nhan tir khong cé cho trong cude chién nay dau.”

Sau do cdu ta chay bién mét vao bong tdi, quay trd lai noi ma ching t6i vira chay tron.

Toi, Rachel v Annabeth d qué mét mdi nén chiing t6i dyng ludn trai ngay trong cén phong rong I6n do. Toi tim duwge mdt it g vun va ching t0i bét dau
nhom lira. Nhiing céi bong nhu nhdy mia trén nhitng chiéc cft quanh ching t6i nhu nhiing than cay.

“Cé chuyén gi d6 xay ra véi Luke roi,” Annabeth im bam va choc con dao vao ddng lira. “Cac cau cé dé y cach anh 4y cu xir khong?”

“Té thiy han ta kha vui vé ddy chir,” t6i n6i. “Nhur thé han ta vira danh ca mot ngay dep troi dé hanh ha cac anh hing.”

“Khong ding! C6 chuyén gi d6 khong hay da xay ra. Anh dy ¢6 vé... lo Eing. Anh 4y con bao con quéi vat thé t6 ra. Anh dy mudn n6i véi t6 didu gi do.”
“Chéc hdn ta dinh ndi Chao Annabeth, ngdi ddy voi t6 va xem t& xé xac cac ban ctia cau né. Viée d6 s& vui im!”

“Cau thit qua quit,” Annabeth cau nhau. C6 4y cho con dm vao bao 1di ndi vdi Rachel. “Béy gior ta di dudng nio ha Sacagawea?”

Rachel khong tra 10i ngay. C6 4y tro nén yén ling hon tir khi & ddu truong Gio day bét cir khi Amabeth 6 t0 thai do mia mai thi Rachel ciing chéng thém
tra 10i nita. C6 Ay dot dau thanh giy va ding n6 dé vé nhitng hinh thil bang than trén san, hinh ctia nhimg con quéi vat ma ching t6i da gap. Chi voi vai nét,
Rachel d3 khiic hoa tuyét voi chan dung mdt con dracaena.

“Ching ta s& di dudng nay,” Rachel noi. “Anh sang trén san nha.”

“Thir 4nh sang d4 dan thing ching ta t6i cai biy sa0?”” Annabeth hoi.

“Pé ¢6 Ay yén, Annabeth,” ti n6i. “C Ay dang cd hét strc c6 thé.”

Annabeth ditmg day. “Lira sép tan roi. TG s& di kiém thém chut cti trong khi cac cau ban ké hoach.” Va ¢6 4y bude vé phia bong toi.

Rachel v& mdt hinh thii khéac voi cdy gdy ctia minh — mdt Antaeus bang than dang dung dua trén ddy xich.

“Binh thudng Annabeth khong cur xtr nhur vay,” t6i ni v6i Rachel. “Té khong hiéu ¢6 chuyén gi véi ¢o y.”

Rachel nhurén miy. “Cau chiic 1 khong biét chi?”

“Y cau la sao?”

“Bon con trai,” Rachel Aim bAm “Déu dAu dat ca.”

“Nay, dirng vo diia ca niim vay chir. Nay, t6 xin 161 da 16i ciu vao chuyén nay.”

“Khong, cu noi ding,” Rachel n6i. “T¢ ¢6 thé nhin thay 161 di. Té khong hiéu tai sao nhung n6 hign ra rét rd.” Rachel chi vé phia bén kia gdc phong. Cai
xuong & dang kia. Trung tdm ctia meé cung. Ching ta dang dén rat gin roi. To ciing khong bict tai sao con duong do lai dan qua dau trrdng. Xin... xin oi
nhé, t& ctr nghi cdu sap chét rdi co.”

Rachel nghe nhu sap khoc dén noi.



“Nay, t6 luon trong tinh trang sép chét m,” t6i an ti ¢d 4y. “Dumg ban tim diéu d6.”

Rachel nhin t6i. “Vay hé néo ciu ciing lam nhig viée nhur thé ity sao? Giét qudi vat? Gii ctru thé gioi? Chéing & cu khong bao gios lam nhitng viée, cau
biet day, nhitng vi€c binh thuong sao?”

Toi chua bao gior nghi vé diéu d6. Lin cudi cing ti ¢6 mdt cude sdng binh thuodng B tir khi... trm, chira bao gitr ca. “To nghif con lai nhur bon t6 da quen
voi chuyén d6 r6i. Hodc c6 thé 1a khong phai quen nhung...” Toi d6i hudng cau chuyén. “Theé con ciu thi sao? Binh thudng cdu lam nhitng gi?”

Rachel nhiin vai. “Téi v&. Toi doc rat nhidu séch.”

Puoc i, t6i nghi, ndy gioy ca hai déu dat diém 0 trong danh muc nhimg diém chung, “Thé con gia dinh ctia cu?”

T6i ¢6 thé camnhn co Ay dang canh giac, nhu thé ddy khong phéi la mot chi d& an toan. “O.... ho chi, cau biét ddy, gia dinh thoi.”
“Céu d n6i rang néu nhur cu c6 bién mit ho ciing s& khong dé y ma?”

Cb 4y dat que cui xubng, “Oa, t6i thire sw mét moi. Toi ¢6 thé ngi mot chit khong?”

“0, duoc chir. Xin 16i néu...”

T6i m6i ndi dén do thi Rachel d& co minh lai, iy balé kim gbi ddu. C6 Ay nhém it lai va ndm im, nhung ti c6 cam gidc ¢ dy khong thuc sur ngil
Vai phiit sau Annabeth quay tré lai. C6 4y ném thém vai thanh cii vao d4m Itra, liéc nhin Rachel rdi nhin sang toi.

“Té s& canh ca dau,” Annabeth noi. “C4u ciing nén di ngi1 di.”

“Cau khong cn phai cu xtr nhur thé.”

“Nhur thé nao?”

“Nhur.... thoi quén di.” Toi ndm xudng ma trong 1ong thiy budn ba vo cing. Toi qua mét dén ndi ngi thiép di khi vira nhim mt.

Trong giAc mo, t6i nghe thiy tiéng cuoi. Tiéng cudi lanh o va chéi tai nhur tiéng mai dao.

Toi dang dtmg bén ria mdt cai hd trong vire thim Tartarus. Bén dudi, bong den dang sti bot 1én nhur stp murc.

“Ngwoi da tién rt gn t6i sy hity diét, nguoi anh himg bé nho a,” giong n6i ciia Kronos cat Ién khién trach. “Va nguoi van mi quang,”

Giong néi nghe that khéc trude kia. Nghe c6 vé gidng that hon, nhur thé né phat ra tir mot co thé thire sw chir khong phai... trong bat cir hinh dang ndo dé
ma 6ng ta da tirng trong tinh trang bi bam nat.

“Ta phai cam on ngwoi rat nhiéu,” Kronos néi. “Nguoi bao dam cho sur trdi ddy cuia ta.”

Bong den trong hang dong bt dau day diic va trd nén niing né hon. Toi ¢b ging It ra xa khoi miéng hd, nhung viée d6 giéng nhur boi trong bé dau véy.
Thoi gian troi chdm lai va t6i nhur ngirg thd.

“M6t an hug thoi,” Kronos néi. “Chia té thin Titan ludn tra cic m6n ng ctia ong ta. C6 thé i hinh anh ctia nhitng ngudi ban ma nguoi da bo roi...

Bong t6i bao quanh t6i kh& lay dong, va t6i dd & trong mot hang dong khac.

“Nhanh kn nio!” Tyson n6i va phi théing vao trong phong. Grover tap ténh theo sau. C6 tiéng ri ram trong hanh lang mé ho wira budc ra, va du clia mjt
conrin khong 16 x6¢ vao trong dong. Y t6i 13, con quai vat ndy qua lon nén phén thin n6 gin nhu khong thé chui qua duong hdm Nhiing cai vay bang
dong, c4i dau hinh kim cwrong giong cta rin dudi chubng, va doi mit vang sang ruc ddy thi han. Khi con quai vat ha mdm, nhing chiéc ring nanh ciia n6

cao bang vdi co thé ctia Tyson.

Con quai vét dop Grover nhung cau 4y chay thoat va né bi an mjt miéng dét. Tyson ndng mit tang d4 va ném vé phia con quéi vat, tang da roi vao ngay
gitta hai mit con quai vat, nhung n6 chi chin lai va kéu rit 1én.

“N6 sap an thit cau ddy!” Grover hét lén.

“LAmsao ciu biét?”

“N6 wira ndi voi t6! Chay!”

Tyson lao sang mt bén nhung con quai vét ding c4i dau nhur chiée dui cui quét ngil Tyson.

“Khéng!” Grover hét Ién. Nhung trurde khi Tyson Iy lai thing bang, con quai vat da quan iy cau Ay va xiét chat.



Tyson ding hét strc binh sinh dé day con quéi vat ra nhung no lai cang xiét chit hon. Grover dién cudng ding cac dng sdo sy ctia minh danh vao con quai
vat, nhung c¢6 vé nhu cdu ta dang dam vao mdt birc turong da.

Ca can phong rung 1én khi con quéi vét siét chit co bap ciia n6, ca ngudi gidt mach dé lan 4t di strc manh ctia Tyson.
Grover bt du thdi chiéc sdo va thach nhil trén tran roi xubng nhur mura. Ca hang dong nhur sép sup db...

Toi thirc ddy khi Annabeth dang lic lc vai toi. “Percy, day dil”

“Tyson... Tyson dang gip nguy hiém,” t6i noi. “Ching ta phai giip cy dy!”

“Vigc dau tién phai lam 1 tmg pho voi trin dong dat nay da,” co dy noi.

RS rang can phong dang rung chuyén. “Rachel!” Toi hét.

C0 4y mo mit ngay Bp tirc, tim Fy t6i xéch va ca ba ching ti cing chay. Khi ching toi chay gin hét dudng ham thi mbt chiéc ¢t gin d6 bt dau oan
xuong, Chung t6i tiép tuc chay di trong ic hang tram tan cAm thach am am do phia sau.

Chiing t6i thoat t6i hanh lang va kip nhin thiy nhimg chiéc cot con lai sup xubng, Mot kn khéi bui tring dang 1én cudn cudn phia trén ching t6i va ching t6i
van tiép tuc chay.

“Cau biét khong?”” Annabeth ni. “Rét cudc thi t thy thich cach nay day.”
Khong lau sau do, ching t6i nhin thiy anh sang trudc it — d6 1a anh sang dién binh thuong,
“O d¢,” Rachel n6i.

Ching t6i theo ¢6 4y vao hanh lang béng thép khong gi, trong trdng twong clia t6i nd gidng nhur mot tram vil try hay gi d6. Anh sang huynh quang chiéu tir
tran xuong, San nha 1 cting dugc lam bang kim loai.

Toi da qué quen voi viée & trong béng t6i nén t6i phai nheo mit lai. Ca Annabeth va Rachel déu trong that xanh xao trong 4nh sang chéi da nay.
“Li nay,” Rachel n6i, va ¢6 dy bat dau chay. “Ching ta sap dén roi.”
“Thét i sai Am!”” Annabeth. “Cai xudng d6 1& ra phai & khu ¢b nhét ctia mé cung. Pay khong thé...”

Annabeth ngip ngimg, vi ching t6i da dimg trude mdt loat nhitng canh cira kép bang kim loai. Puoc khic su vao thép, ngang tam mit ching toi, 1 mot ki
tu Hy Lap mau xanh da troi lon.

“Ching ta da dén noi,” Rachel tuyén bd. “Xudng ctia Daedalus.”
Annabeth 4n vao biéu trong va canh cira rit én mo ra.

“Qué nhidu ddi véi kién tric b dai nhi,” t6i noi.

Annabeth quic mét. Chiing t6i cling nhau budc vao phia trong,

Diéu dau tién khién t6i chi y chinh la 4nh sang ban ngay — anh sang ¥t troi sang choi chiéu xuyén qua nhitng khung cira s6 khong 16. D6 khong phai la diéu
ma ban mong cho giita nguc t61. Cai xuong gidng nhur studio ctia mot nghé si, vi trdn nha cao mudi hai mét, dén chiéu sang cong nghiép, san nha da sang
bong va nhirng chiéc ban may duoc dit doc theo cdc ctra s6. Mt cAu thang xofn dan lén mot cin gic xép & tang hai. Ntra té khung v trung bay nhiing
biéu dd v& tay cho nhitng toa nha va may moc gidng nhur nhimg bire phic thao cta Leonardo de Vinei. Rat nhiéu méy tinh xach tay virt ngdn ngang trén
ban. Nhimg lo thy tinh chira dau mau xanh lyc — Lira Hy Lap — xep thanh mot gid. Ngoai ra con c6 nhitng vat phat minh — nhitng cd may kim loai ma toi
khong thé hiéu nbi. Mot trong s do 1 chiéc ghé bing dong c6 nhiéu day dién gan vao, trong gidng nhur mdt dung cu tra tin. Mot goc khéc lai co mdt qua
trimg kim loai khong 16 kich thude bang mdt ngudi dan 6ng. C6 mot chiéc ddng hd qué Kc to 6 vé nhur duge im hoan toan bang kinh, vi thé ma ban co
thé nhin thiy tat ca cc banh ring dang chuyén dong bén trong. Va treo trén tudng ki mot loat céc loai canh bang bac va dong.

“Troi 01, Annabeth im bdm. C6 4y chay dén khung v& gin nhét va nhin vao ban phéc thao. “Ong ta a mdt thién tai. Hay nhin nhitng dudng cong 6 tda nha
nay!”

“Va Ia mot ngh¢ sinita,” Rachel kinh ngac. ‘Nhitng doi canh nay that tuyét!”

Nhitng doi canh trong nhur da duoc cai tién hon so v6i nhitng cai tdi nhin thiy trong gidc mo. Long vii duoc dan xen vao nhau chit chd hon. Thay cho cac
moi noi bang sap 1a nhitng soi day tu dan chay doc xuong theo chiéu dai canh.

Toi cm thanh Thity Tricu trong tay. RG rang Daedalus khong 6 ¢ nha, nhung céin xuong trong nhu méi duge st dung. Nhing chiée méy tih xach tay
dang chay man hinh bao v¢. Chiéc banh nudng viét quat dang an dé va tach ca phé ¢ trén ban lam viéc.

Toi bude vé phia cira s6. Quang canh bén ngoai tuyét dep. Toi nhdn ra diy nui Rocky ¢ phia xa. Ching toi dang ¢ trén cao, cach chan ni it nhét 13 hai
trammeét, va bén dudi 1a cd mdt thung King mo ra voi nhitng ngon nii dinh bang do ruc, da cudi va nhitng tdng d4 c6 hinh thip cao. Thung ling trong nhu



mdt thanh phd d6 choi v6i nhing tda nha choc troi dugc tao nén boi mdt dira tré khong 10 va sau d6 n6 quyét dinh dap pha tit ca.
“Ching ta dang & dau thé nay?” Toi ni.

“Colorado Springs,” mdt giong ndi phia sau toi cat 1én. Khu Vuron Cac Vi Than.”

Dlimg trén cau thang xoan d¢ phia trén ching t6i véi vii khi trong tay I thiy day d4u kiém dang mét tich, Quintus.

“Ong,” Annabeth n6i. “Ong da Am gi Daedalus?”

Quintus mim cudi yéu 6t. “Tin t6i di, cac ngudi khong mudn gip ong ta dau.”

“Nghe ndy, ngai Phan boi,” Annabeth gan giong, “16i d& khong chién d4u véi nhirg ngudi phu nit réng, mdt tén c6 ba thdn va mt con Nhan su tim thin
dé gip ong 6 ddy. Gio thl 16i cho i biét DAEDALUS & dau?”

Quintus budc xudng, giit thanh kiém bén minh. Ong ta miic quan jean, di bt va chiéc 4o phong ciia ngudi b van tir Trai Con Lai. D6 qua B mot diéu si
nhyc vi gid day ching t6i da biét ong ta la mot tén gian diép. To1 khdng bict liu minh c6 thé danh bai 6ng ta trong mdt tran dau kiém hay khong, Ong ta rat
gi61. Nhung t61 nghi minh s€ phai thir xem sao.

“C6 nghi t6i | mét vu ciia Kronos?” 6ng ta ndi. “Réng toi im viée cho Luke?”

“Diing vay.” Annabeth tra loi.

“C6 a mot co gai théng minh,” ong n6i. “Nhung ¢6 nham rdi. Toi chi m viéce cho chinh ban than t6i na thoi.”

“Luke da nhic dén ong,” toi ndi. “Greyon ciing biét 6ng, Ong da dén ndng trai ctia hén ta.”

“Di nhién,” 6ng ta n6i. “Ta da dén khip moi noi. Tham chi & day.”

Ong ta di qua toi nhur thé t6i khong hé 1 mbi de doa gi ca, va toi bén cira s6. “Khung canh thay ddi timg ngly,” ong ta tramngam “Ludn 1 canh tir trén
cao nhin xu6ng. Ngiy hom qua 14 trén néc mdt toa nha choc troi nhin ra Manhattan. Ngiy trude do 1a canh hd Michigan tuyét dep. Nhung nd luon quay tré
lai Khu Vuron Céc Vi Than. Ta nghi Mé Cung thich noi nay. Ta cho ring d6 la mot c4i tén phi hop.”

“Ong da timg dén day,” t6i noi.

“Dmg Vay.”

“Ngoai kia ¢6 phai i 4o anh khong?” t6i hoi. “Mot hinh chiéu hay mot thir gi d62”

“Khong phai d4u,” Rachel thi thim. “Do 1 that. Ching ta dang & Colorado.”

Quintus nhin cham chit Rachel. “C6 ¢6 thé nhin thay moi thir ding khéng? C6 goi cho ta nhé dén mdt 6 gai ngudi tran khéc mi ta timg quen. Mot ning
cong chiia gip nan khac.”

“Pi 161, t61 n6i. “Ong da lam gi voi Daedalus?”

Quintus nhin t6i cham cham. “Cau bé ctia t6i oi, cau cin phai hoc tir ban cdu céch nhin nhan sy viéc mot cach rd rang. Ta chinh [a Daedalus.”
Téi ¢ thé chon tra 10 béng nhidu cach khéc nhau, tir “T6i biét difu d6” cho dén “NOI DOII” va “Vay sao, toi a thin Zeus day.”

Nhung cudi cting, cau duy nhat t6i c6 thé néi i, “Nhung ong khong phai nha phat minh! Ong I kiém si kia na!”

“Tala ca hai,” Quintus n6i. “Ta la mot kién triic sw. Mot hoc gia. Ta ciiing choi khé gidi mon béng rd voi mot gi chi moi bt du choi khi dwoc hai ngan
tudi. Mot nghé s thue thy thi can phai gioi nhidu thir.”

“Piing vay,” Rachel néi. “Giéng nhur t6i ¢6 thé v& bang chén ciing nhur bang tay.”
“Cau thiy chura?” Quintus noi. “Mot ¢ gai voi rat nhidu tai 6.”

“Nhung ong tham chi khong giong Daedalus,” toi phan dbi. “T6i da nhin thdy ong 4y trong cac gidc mo va...” Dot nhién mot y nghi khing khiép hién ra
trong toi.

“Dling vay,” Quintus noi. “Cubi cung thi cau cling doan ra sy that.”
“Ong 12 mot ngudi méy. Ong da tao cho minh mot than thé moi.”
“Percy,” Annabeth bt rirt n6i, “khong thé nhur thé duge. D6... d6 khong thé ndo 1 mdt ngudi may duge.”

Quintus cudi khiic khich. “Vay quy ¢6 ¢6 biét Quintus nghia i gi khong?”



“Trong tiéng Latinh n6 nghia i lan thir ndm nhung,..”

“Pay Ia co thé thir néim ctia ta.” Ong ta gio cang tay ra, an vao khuyu tay va mdt phan c6 tay bt mo — mot cénh cira hinh chit nhjt trén da. Phia bén dudi,
nhiing chi€c rang cua bang dong quay tron va day dién dang phat sang,

“That ki diéu!”” Rachel thét Ién.
“That ky cuc,” t61 noi.
“Ong da tim duoc cach chuyén linh hon minh vao mot ¢d méy sao?”” Annabeth néi. “Nhur thé ... trai

‘O, ta dam dambao vdi co réng nd Vﬁn]a ta. Ta V§n 14 Daedalus. Me cta ching ta, nit t‘r;ﬁin Athena, ciing da khién ta khong bao gio quén dugc didudo.”
Quintus kéo ¢o 4o dang sau xuong. O gin cudi ¢ Ong ta 1a mot vét bét ma toi da nhin thay trude ddy — hinh con chim sam mau dwge cay vao da.

“Déu sit nung danh cho ké giét ngudi,” Annabeth noi.

“Vi Perdix, chau trai ctia 6ng ding khong,” t6i doan. “Cau bé ma 6ng d déy tir toa thép xubng.”

Mat Quintus toi sam lai. “Ta khong day nd. Ta chi...”

“L Am cu ta mit thang béng,” t0i n6i. “Bo mic cho cu ta chét.”

Quintus nhin cham ghém vao nhitng ngon ndii mau do tia bén ngodi ctra §6. “Ta hoi hén vé nhig gi ta da lam, Percy. Ta da rét tirc gin va dau khd. Nhung
ta khong the thay doi dugc sy viéc va nit than Athena khong bao gio € ta quén dicu d6. Khi Perdix chét, ba ay da bien nd thanh mjt con chimnho — con
ga 6. Ba ay dong dau sat nung hinh con chim d6 1én c6 ta nhu mdt 101 nhiic nhd. Du ta c6 bién thanh hinh hai nao di ching nita, vét nung d6 van luon xuat
hién trén da ta.”

To6i nhin vao d6i it ong ta va nhanra do chmh]angu’mvanhlenratrongnhungglac mo ciia t6i. C6 thé d6 1 mot grong mét hoan toan khac nhung van
tAm hon Ay — van trf thong minh Ay va ca nhitng ndi budn.

“Ong thyuc sy | Daedalus,” t6i dong y. “Nhung tai sao 6ng lai dén trai? Tai sao lai theo doi ching t6i?”

“Pé xem trai ctia cac nguoi c6 dang ciru vét hay khong, Luke d ké cho ta mdt ciu chuyén nhung ta thich tw minh dira ra quyét dinh.”

“Vay la 6ng da tirng n6i chuyén voi Luke.”

“Tét nhién. MOt vai lan. Han ta khé c6 sirc thuyét phuc diy.”

“Nhung gior thi ong da thiy trai r6i,” Annabeth khéing khiing, “Vay nén ong biét chiing t6i can 6ng giup d5. Ong khong thé dé Luke di qua mé cung duoc!”

Daedalus dat thanh kiém Ién ban méy. “Ta da khong con kha nang kiém soat me cung nay nita 10i, Annabeth a. Ta di tao nén no, diing vay. Déng Iy ra nd
phai dugc gan lién véi ning lwong cude song ctia ta. Nhung ta dd cho phép nd sdng va tu sinh trudng. D6 1a cai gid ta phai trd cho sy cach bié

“Céch biét khoi cai gi?”

“Céc vi than,” ong ndi. “Va cai chét. Ta da song hai thién nién ki r6i va luon trn tranh cai chét.”

“Nhung lim sao 6ng tron thin Hades duoc?”” t6i hoi. “Than Hades c6 Cac Nit thin Bao Thiv”

“Ho khong thé biét tt ca moi thir,” ong n6i. “Hay k nhin thiy tAt c moi thir. Cau da cham tran ho roi ma Percy. Cau biét diéu ta ndi ra a chinh xac. Mot
ngudi thong minh ¢4 the chay tron trong mot thoi gian kha dai va ta da tur giau minh rat k. Chi c6 ke thi lon nhat cua ta van dang dudi theo ta, nhung ngay
cé han van chua thé lam gi ta.”

“Y 6ng i Minos?” Toi ndi.

Daedalus gat dAu. “Hén truy tim ta khong ngimg nghi. By gio hin da 1a ngudi phan Xir cai chét, nenhénconrmng mubn gi hon viée ta déntmoc mit hin
d& hén co thé trimg phat vi céc tOi ¢ ctia ta? Sau khi cac con gai vua Cocalus giét Minos, linh hon han bt d4u hanh ha ta trong nhimng gidc mo. Minos thé
s& san dudi ta. Ta da am viéc duy nhét ta con c6 thé lim. Do 1 bién mit hoan toan khoi thé gi6i va an minh trong Mé Cung. Ta quyét dinh day s& [ thanh
c6ng 1on nhét ctia minh: Tron tranh cai chét.”

“Va 6ng da lamduoc didu d6,” Annabeth kinh ngac, “trong sudt hai nghin niim.”” Annabeth t ra vo cling 4n tuong vé diéu ndy bat ké bao chuyén khing
khiép ma Daedalus da gy ra.

Va sau d6 mdt tiéng st 1on vong lai tir hanh lang. Toi nghe thy tiéng baBUMP, baBUMP, baBUMP ctia mt b mong Ién g5 xudng san, va sau d6
O’Leary nhay vao trong xuong, N6 liém mit t6i va sau d6 suyt nita lam Daedalus ngd bo chirng véi ¢t nhdy bo day nhiét tinh.

“Pay b mdt nguoi ban cii cta ta!”” Daedalus n6i khi gii giii tai con O’ Leary. “Nguoi ban dong hanh duy nhét cua ta trong sudt nhirng nim théang c6 don.”



“Ong d3 bao nd ctru t6i,” t6i ndi. “Cai coi d6 da hoat dong.”

Daedalus git du. “Di nhién i viy r6i Percy. Cau c6 mdt trai tim nhan hau. Va toi biét con O’ Leary s& quy cau. Toi mudn gitip cau. C6 I& t6i.. toi ciing
camthiy c6 161

“Vé viée cudc timkiém cuia cau s& khong co két qua gi ca.”

“Sao c0?” Annabeth hoi. “Nhung ong van c6 thé giip ching t6i. Ong phéi gitp ching ti. Hay dua cho ching t6i soi ddy ciia Ariadne dé Luke khong thé
¢6 duoc no.”

“Ping... soi ddy. Ta da n6i v6i Luke ring doi mit clia mit nguoi thuong séng sudt chinh 1a 11 chi dAn tuygt voi nhét, nhung héin khong khong tin ta. Hén
qua quan tamdeén d6 vat ma thuat nay. Va s¢i day da c6 tac dung, N6 khong dugc chinh xac nhur ngurdi ban cua ¢d nhung du tot. Bu tot.”

“N6 dau rdi ?” Annabeth hoi.
“Pang & chd Luke,” Daedalus budn ba néi. “Xin 16i nhung ¢6 da dén chdm rat nhicu gio 161,

Toi rung minh nhin ra tai sao Lulfe lal vui nhur Vély khlhé.n & diu truong, Hinda léiy duoc soi day tir Daedalus. Vat can duy nhét ctia hén d6 chinh i cha
nhan dau truong va t6i da giip han bang cach giet chét Antaeus.

“Kronos da hira trao cho ta sy tir do,” Quintus ndi. “Mot khi tlﬁn’Hades bi lét dé, ongta s€ dua ta lér} dung d4uPia Nguc. Tasé glanh laicon Frai Icarus
cua ta. Ta s& bu dap cho Perdix bé nho dang thirong. Ta s& tan myit nhin linh hon cia Minos bi ném xudng Tartarus noi hian s& khong thé lam phién ta duoc
nita. Va ta s€ khong bao gio phai tron tranh cai chét nira.”

“P chinh B ¥ twdng tuyét voi clia Ong sao?” Amnabeth hét Ién. “Ong s& dé Luke pha hily trai clia ching t0i, giét chét hing tram 4 thin va roi tAn cong dinh
Olympus u? Ong s& hiy diét ca thé gidi nay dé co thé c6 dugce thir minh mudn sao?”

“Céc nguoi khong thé tranh dugc. Ta da nhin thdy diéu d6 khi ta bit diu lim viée & trai. Cac nguoi khong thé kim him strc manh ctia Kronos dwoc dau.”
“Khong ding!”” Annabeth gao lén.

“Ta dang lam nhig g minh phai Am, Annabeth thin mén. Loi d& nghi d6 qua ngot ngao va ta khong thé tir chdi. Ta xin 161

Annabeth day mot khung v&. Nhitng birc v& roi tung toe xudng san nha. “Toi da timg tn trong 6ng, 6ng chinh la ngwdi hing cva 1! Ong... ong d3 tao nén
nhing thir that tuyét diéu. Ong giai quyét moi vin dé. Nhung gio thi... 61 khong biét ong 14 gi nita. Nhiing dua con ctia Athena chi thong minh th6i chura du,
ma con phai sang subt nita. C6 18 éng chi con i mot cd may. L& ra 6ng da chét cach ddy hai nghin ndm roi.”

Thay vi tirc gian, Daedalus lai cti dau xudng, “C6 nén di canh béo cho moi ngudi ¢ trai. Vi gio nay Luke da ¢6 soi day...”

Dot nhién tai con O’Leary dung dung lén.

“Ai d6 dang dén!” Rachel canh bao.

Canh cira xuéng bat mo, Nico bi dAy vao v6i hai tay bi xich. Di sau Nico Kelli va hai tén khong 16 Laistrygonians, va sau cing 1 con ma Minos. Gio ddy
trong hin gin nhu dong diic lai — mdt vi vua v6i bo rdu va lan da tai xanh, d6i mit lanh 1o, nhiing tia swong mi1 quin quanh 4o choang ctia hén.

Hién nhin Daedalus chim chim. “Ngwoi dy rdi, ngudi ban cii cia ta.”

Daedalus nghién chiit ham ring lai. Ong ta nhin Kelli. “Chuyén nay | sao day?”

“Luke giri 1i hoi tham dén nguoi ddy,” Kelli noi. “Anh dy nghi ¢6 thé ngwoi mudn gip lai ngudi chii cii ctia minh — Minos.”

“Pay khong phai 1 diéu duoc ghi trong thoa thudn,” Daedalus noi.

“Ping vay,” Kelli noi. “Nhung ching ta da ¢6 duge thir ching ta cn, va ching ta con ¢6 nhimg thoa thudn khéc nita. Minos ciing yéu cau mdt diéu tir phia
ta va doi bang chang trai tré ndy.” A ta ndi va cham tay vao bén dudi cam Nico. “Cau ta kha hiru ich d6. Tat ca nhitng gi Minos nmudn 1 dau ctia nha
nguoi, ong gia a.

Miit Daedalus tai nhot. “Dd phéan boi.”

“Hay lam quen voi chuyén d6 di,” Kelli n6i.

“Nico, em 6n chir?” t6i hoi.

Céu ta gat dau budn ba. “Em... emxin 16i, Percy. Minos ndi véi em ring anh dang gip nguy hiém Hén thuyét phyuc em quay tr6 lai mé cung”
“Emdang c6 gitip bon anh sa0?”

“Emda bi kra.” Nico n6i. “Hén lira tit ca ching ta.”



To6i dira mit trimg trimg nhin Kelli. “Luke dang ¢ d4u? Tai sao Luke khong & day?”

Con quy cai d6 mim cuoi nhu thé,t(‘)i va 4 ta dang chia s¢ mot chuyén budn cudi riéng tu nao d6 vay. “Luke dang.. ban. Anh 4y dang chuén bi cho mot
cude dot kich. Nhung dimg lo. Rat nhi€u ngudi ban cua ching ta dang trén duong dén day. Va trong khi chd doi, ta nghit minh nén thuong thirc mit bita an
nhe tuyét voi!” Ban tay a ta bién thanh bd mong vuot. Mai toc bien thanh hira va doi chan hién nguyén hinh — mot chin Itra va chin con lai bang dong,
“Percy,” Rachel thi thdm, “nhing déi canh. Cau c6 nghirang...”

“LAy ching,” t6i n6i. “T6 s& cb ghng gitt chan bon ching ”

Sau céu noi d6, tran chién bt dau. Annabeth va t6i tin cong Kelli. Nhiing con quai vt khong 16 tién théing vé phia Daedalus nhung con O’ Leary da nhay

t61 bao vé ong ta. Nico bi day xudng dat va co gang thoat khoi xiéng xich trong khi con ma Minos gao n, “Hay giét tén phat minh di! Giét han!”

Rachel ]ay nhitng d6i canh trén trong. Khong ai déy y dén co by ca. Kelli tAn cong Annabeth, t6i ¢b ging tAn cong 4 ta nhung Kelli rit nhanh. A ta bt tung
nhitng chiéc ban, pha huy cac sang che va khong dé chiing ti lai gan. O phia bén kia, t6i thdy con O’Leary dang gam canh tay ctia mt tén khong 16. Hin
gao thét va quang nd khip noi, b ging rii n6 ra. Daedalus véi tay tim ly thanh kiém ctia ong nhung t€n khong 16 thir hai da ding ném d4m pha nat chiéc

ban méy va thanh kiém ving di. Mot chiéc lo dat sét dung Lira Hy Lap bi ddp vor trén san nha va bét du bing chéy, ngon lira xanh luc nhanh chong lan ra.
“Hay dén voi ta!”” Minos kéu lén. “Linh hon ngudi chét!” Han gio hai ban tay ma ctia minh 1én va bt dau ngim nga.

“Khong!” Nico hét. Nico dimg day va khong hiéu bang cach ndo ciu ta da pha bo duoc xiéng xich.

“Nguoi khong the dieu khién duoc ta dau, d6 ngu.” Minos cuoi khinh bi. “Trong sudt quang thoi gian qua, ta da ludn diéu khién nguoi! Linh hon doi Ay linh
hon, ding vdy. Nhung chi nguoi khong phai 1a ngudi s€ quay trd lai tir ¢i chét. D6 1a ta, ngay sau khi ta gict chét tén phat minh kia!”

Nhitng linh hon bit dau xuét hién quanh Minos — nhirng hinh dnh md 4o tir tir nhAn Ién va dong dic lai thanh nhitng tén linh Crete.

“Ta 14 con trai ctia than Hades,” Nico nhin manh. “Hay bién dil”

Minos pha 1én cuoi. “Ngwoi khong cé quyén han gi voi ta ca. Ta B vua ctia céc linh hon! Vi vua ma!”

“Khong.” Nico it thanh kiémra. “La ta.”

Nico dam thing thanh kiém den ctia minh xudng san va n6 xuyén qua d4 nhur xuyén qua mot miéng bo.

“Khong bao gio!” Hinh dang ctia Minos khé lay dong. “Ta s& khong...”n nha rung chuyéq Nhitng canh cira s6 it ra v v& vun, mdt hf)ng khong khi trong
lanh tran vao. Mot vét nit hién ra trén san dé cia xuong, va Minos cting voi nhitng linh hon bi hit vao trong khoang khong d6 véi nhiing tieng kéu gao kinh
hoang,

Tin x4u: 14 cube chién Van Xdy ra va t6i da bi mét tap trung. Kelli nhéy bd vao t6i nhanh dén mirc 161 khong kip phong vé. Thanh kiém trrot khoi tay t6i va
t0i ngd xudng, dap dau rat manh vao mot chiéc ban may. Mat t6i nhoe di va tay thi khong nhéc ndi én nita.

Kelli cudi ty dic. “Nguoi s& ngon Fim day!”
Kelli nhe ring nanh ra. Nhung roi ngudi a cimg do lai. Doi nit d6 ruc mo to. A ha hée mdm, “Khéng... trudng hoc... linh hon...”
Va Annabeth it con dao ra khoi g con empousa. Cting véi tiéng rit chéi tai, Kelli bién thanh kin hoi miu vang

Annabeth gilp t6i dimg ddy. Toi van tlﬁ,}y chong mat nhung chiing t6i khong con r)l{iéu thoi gian nita. Con O’Leary va Daedalus van bi ket lai trong trdn
chién véi i ngudi khong 10, va t6i co the nghe thay nhicu tiéng la hét trong dudng him. C6 nhiu quéi vat hon dang tién dén xudng.

“Chiing ta phai gitp Daedalus!” T6i noi.
“Khong ¢6 thi gian dau,” Rachel ndi. “C6 qua nhidu quai vit dang dén!”

Cb 4y da khoac déi canh Ién va dang gitip Nico. Cau nhoc tréng xanh mét va wét sing md hoi sau khi chién déu voi Minos. D6i canh ngay p tirc bam vao
lung va canh tay Nico.

“Pén lrot cau diy !” Rachel noi.

Trong gidy lit, Nico, Annabeth, Rachel va t6i da gan dugc nhitng d6i canh dong 1én nguoi. Toi da cam thiy minh nhu dang bay 1én nhd nhing con gié thdi
vao tir ctra sb. Lira Hy Lap dang thiéu rui ban ghé, db dac va dang lan ra phia cau thang xodn dc.

“Daedalus,” t61 hét Ién. “Dinao!”

Ong 4y bi chém kbép minh. Nhung thay vi chay méu, nhitng giot dAu vang dang tra ra. Daedalus tim thdy thanh kiém va ding minh v ctia ban im 14 chén
truGe bon khong 16. “Toi s& khong d€ O’Leary lai!” 6ng ay noi. “Bidil”



Khong con thoi gian dé tranh luan nita. Tham chi ¢6 & lai thi ti ciing khong chéc chiing ti ¢6 thé gitp dugc gi hay khong.
“C6 ching ta biét bay d4u!” Nico phan déi.

“Gior 1a Itic dé hoc ddy,” t6i néi. Va ca bdn ching t6i cing nhau nhay ra khoi cira s6 va di vao bau trdi rong mo kia.

Ban dang doc truyén Percy Jackson Tap 4. Cugc Chién Chon Meé Cung duoc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 16

Nhay ra ngodi cira s0 cach mit dét khoang mdt tréim niim muroi mét ddi voi t0i khong bao gior ]a mdt y tuong hay ho. Déic bigt a khi t6i dang mang trén
minh d6i canh bang dong va vay vay canh tay nhu mot con vit.

Toi lao thing xuéng thung liing va nhiing day da d6 bén dudi. Trong khi t6i chiic mém rang minh sép bién thanh mot vét mo do trong Khu Varon Cac Vi
Than thi nghe duoc tieng Annabeth hét 16n tir ddu d6 phia trén t6i: “Dang céanh tay rong ra! Giit cho chiing duge dudira.”

Mot phan nho trong b6 ndo t6i da khong bi nh{in chim trong so hii da nghe thy tiéng ¢6 4y va canh tay toi phan tmg, Ngay sau khi t0i giang canh tay ra,
d6i canh cimg lai don ly gi6 va t6i roi chdm dan. Toi liéng xuong phia dudi, nhung goc bay gio da duoc kiem soat, giong nhur mbt con diéu dang chao
Xuong vay.

Toi dap canh mot lin dé thir nghiém. Toi udn lon trén bau troi, tiéng gi6 it trong tai toi.

“Tuyét!” t6i hét lén. Cém gidc nay that khong thé tin dugc. Khi da thuan thyc, 10i cam thiy nhu doi cénh a mot phén thin thé. Toi c6 thé bay kén, ron
xuong bat ctr noi dau minh muon.

Toi quay lai nhin céc ban cua t6i — Rachel, Annabeth va Nico dang bay theo duong x0dn bc¢ phia trén toi, Ap lanh trong anh mit troi. Phia sau ho, khéi boc
Ién tir nhitng khung ctra s6 khu xudng ctia Daedalus.

“Pép xubng thoi!”’Annabeth hét. “Nhimg doi canh nay khong ding méi duge dau.”

“Trong bao lau?”” Rachel hoi.

“Té khong mudn kham phé diéu d6 dau!” Annabeth noi.

Ching t6i lao xudng v& phia Khu Viron Céc Vi Than. T6i luon tron mdt vong quanh mot trong cac dinh da va khién cho mdt vai nha leo nti mdt phen
hoang hét. Sau do bén ching t6i bay qua thung ling, phia trén mdt con dudng, va dap xuong mii hién cta trung tim don khach. Lic do 1 chiéu muon va

noi d6 kha Ia ving vé, nhung chiing toi van ¢b thao canh ra cang nhanh cang tot. Nhi lai ching, t6i c6 thé thay Annabeth da ding. Chét keo tur dan & cac
diém gitp gin d6i canh vao kg ching t61 dang chay ra, va ching t61 dang lam rung nhimg chiéc long vii bgng dong. Péang tiéc rang ching t6i khong thé stra
duoc ching, nhung cting khong thé d€ ching lai cho nhiing nguoi thuong trong thay. Vi vay ching toi quyet dinh nhét chiing vao thiing rac bén ngoai quan
an.

Toi ding iy chup anh p thé danh cho khéch du lich d¢ nhin lén ngon di noi da timg ¢6 khu xuéng ctia Daedalus, nhung n6 da bién mét. Khong khoi,
khong ctra s6 v3, chi la mdt suon doi.

“Khu xuéng d6 chuyén di chd khéac roi,” Annabeth néi. “Khong biét 1 dén noi nao.”
“Ching ta lim gi bay gio?” Toi hoi. “Lam sao dé quay tr6 lai mé cung day?”

Annabeth trén tran nhin kn nhitmg dinh nii Pikes Peak ¢ phia xa, “C6 thé chiing ta khong quay lai durgc. Né}l nhu Daedalus chét... 6ng Ay da ndi sirc manh
ctia ong gan chat voi mé cung d6. Co6 thé moi thir da bi pha hiy. Co thé dieu do s& ngan chin cudc xam chiém clia Luke.

Toi nghi vé Grover va Tyson, ho van dang & d4u d6 dudi duong hém Va Daedalus... mic du 6ng ta da lam mot s chuyén kinh khing va khién nhitng
nguoi toi quan tim gip nguy hi€ém, nhung chét cach d6 thi that khving khiep.

“Khong.” Nico n6i. “Ong ta chua chét.”

“Sao em c6 thé chiic chin nhu vay?” T6i hoi

“Em biét khi ndo thi co ngudi chét. DO 1 khi em nghe duoc 4m thanh nhur nhimg tiéng vo ve bén trong tai.”
“Thé con Grover va Tyson thi sao?”

Nico Fic dau. “Viéc do thi kho. Ho khong phéi i con lai hay ngudi thudng. Ho khong c6 linh hon giéng con nguoi.”
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“Ching ta phi vao thanh pho,” Annabeth quyét dinh. “Co hoi tim théy 16i vao mé cung & d6 s& cao hon. Ching ta phai quay tré vé trai trude Luke va doi
quén cua han.”

“Thé ching ta chi viéc 1én méy bay thi,” Rachel noi.
T6i ring minh. “T¢ khoéng bay dau.”
“Nhung céu vira bay con gi.”

“P6 1 bay & tim thip,” t6i n6i, “va ngay cé diéu d6 ciing vén khd nguy hiém. Bay Ién trén cao — d6 I dia phan ctia than Zeus. T6 khong thé km duoc. Vi
lai chiing ta cting khong c6 thoi gian dé bay. Mé Cung chinh [a cach tr¢ lai nhanh nhat.”

T6i khéng mudn ndi ra, nhung t6i hy vong ring c6 thé, chi la c6 thé thoi, chung t6i s& tim théy Grover va Tyson trén duong,
“Vay thi ching ta s& can mot chiéc 6 t0 dé di vao thanh phd,” Annabeth noi.

Rachel nhin xudng bai d6 xe. C6 4y nhéin nhé nhur thé sép m mdt diéu gi d6 ma co Ay cam thiy hbi tic. “Td s& lo chuyén nay.”
“Bang cach na0?”” Annabeth hoi.

“Chtndt6.”

Tréng Annabeth c6 vé khong thoai méi nhung ¢b Ay van git dau. “Puoc, t6 s& di mua mot king kinh & cira hang lru niém dé tao mot chiée cau vong va giri
thong diép Iris vé trai.”

“Em & di cing chi,” Nico néi. “Em dang d6i.”
“Vay thi t¢ s€ di voi Rachel,” t61 ndi. “Hen gap céc céu tai bai dd xe nhé.”
Rachel cau may nhur thé ¢6 4y khong mudn cho t6i di cing, Thai d6 d6 khién t6i cam thiy hoi t&, nhung t6i van theo ¢6 Ay xudng bai dd xe.

Rachel tién thing dén chiéc xe den to db & ria béi giri xe. D6 I chiée Lexus ¢6 tai xé 14, gidng loai ma t6i vn nhin thiy quanh Manhattan. Nguwoi tai xé
dang doc bao & phia trude miii xe. Ong ta mic comple den va thit ca vat.

“Céau dinh Iam gi?”” T61 hoi Rachel.

“Cau doi & day nhé,” ¢b Ay n6i voi vé khd so. “Xin cau ddy.”

Rachel di thing dén gan nguoi tai x& va ndi chuyén voi ong ta. Ong ta cau may. Rachel noi thém dleu gido. Ong ta tai mit va €Ap 1O tap chilai. Ong ta git
dAu va Iyc tim chiéc dién thoai. Sau cude goi ngan, ong ta mo ctra sau cho Rachel bude vao. Co a 4y chi vé phia t61 va nguoi tai xé tiép tuc git dau roi rit nhuw
n6i: Vang thura quy ¢6. Bét ctr dicu gi quy co mudn.

To6i khong thé hiéu tai sao 6ng ta lai t6 ra bdi r6i nhur véy.

Rachel quay lai don t6i ding Iic Annabeth va Nico budce ra tir ctra hang hru niém

“Té 515 ndi chuyén véi b'éc Chiron,” Annabeth noi. “Moi ngucn dang b hét strc dé chuln bi cho tran chién, nhung bac éy van mudn chiing ta quay lai. Trai
s€ can sy giip dd cuia tat ca cac anh hing. Chiing ta da kiem dugc xe chua?”

“Tai xé da sin sang lau roi,” Rachel n6i.

N tai xé dang ni chuyén voi mdt nguoi dan dng khc méic quan kaki va do phong, ¢6 & a mot khach hang da thué chiée xe d6. Negwoi khach phan
nan nhung t6i cé theé nghe thay nguoi tai x€ noi: “Xin 161 ngdi, nhung day 1a chuyén khan cap. Ching t6i da goi mot chiéc xe khac cho ngai r6i.”

“Nao, di théi,” Rachel noi. C6 a 4y chui thing vao xe ma khong ngurde nhin nguoi dan 6ng da thué xe. Mot phit sau d6 ching t6i Ién duong, Ghé ngdi bang
dava cho dé chén rit thoai mai. Phia sau ghé c6 tivi gin vao chd twa ddu va mot ti lanh mini chira dy mrdc déng chai, s6 da va d an vat. Ching t6i lién

an ngiu nghién.

“Pi dau thua c6 Dare?” nguoi lai xe hoi

“Toi ciing chura chéc, Robert,” Rachel ndi. “Chiing t6i chi can di lai qua thanh phd va ngim nhin xung quanh d4.”
“Vang thua cd.”

T6i nhin Rachel. “Cau quen 6ng iy sa0?”

“Nhung tai sao 6ng dy lai bo moi thir dé gitip cau?”



“Cau hay gifip minh quan sat moi thir di.”” C6 ay noi.
Tuy nhién d6 khong phai cau tra 101 cho cau hoi ctia toi.

Ching t6i 14 xe di khéip Colorado Springs ca nira gio dong hd va khong thiy gi twong tu nhu 161 vao Mé Cung ca. Toinhdn ra ring vai Rachel dang ghi sat
VAo vai to1. Toi ludn tyr hoi thre ra Rachel 1 ai, imsao ¢6 4y c6 thé budc ti noi chuyén véi mot nguoi tai x& ndo do va ngay p tirc duoc moi én xe.

Sau mot tiéng dong ho ching toi quyét dinh di thang v& phia béc dén Denver va nghi rang 6 & chiing 01 s& tim durgc 10i vao Mé Cung & mdt thanh phd Ion
hon. Tuy nhién, chiing t6i déu bat dau lo lang, Ching t61 dang phi pham thoi gian.

Sau d6, ngay khi ching t6i chuén bi roi Colorado Springs thi Rachel ngdi thing nguoi ddy. “Ra khoi duong cao tdc.”

Nguoi l4i xe liéc ra ding sau. “Thura c6?”

“T6i nghil minh da nhin thy cai gi 6. Ra khoi ddy.”

Neudi i xe bang qua ludng giao thong va di vao con dudng ra khoi dudng cao tdc.

“Céau da nhin thay cai gi vay?” Toi hoi, boi vi ching t6i da ra khoi thanh phé khé xa rdi. Khong c6 thir gl ca ngoai ddi ni, bi co va mot vai ngdi nha kiéu
trang trai d4 d6 nat. Rachel bao ngui l4i xe tién lai con dudng dat trong khong c6 gi kha quan nay. Chiéc xe lao nhanh qua mdt bién chi din nén t6i khong
kip doc, nhung Rachel n6i, “Bao tang Cong nghiép & Khai thic Mo Mién Tay.”

Trong né khong gibng mdt vién bao tang cho Bm— d6 i mot ngdi nha nho nhu nha ga kiéu cii voi vai cai may khoan, miy bom va méy dao cii bén ngoai.
“0O d6.” Rachel chi v& mt ci 1o mdt bén suron ciia mdt ngon dodi gan do. Mot duong ham da duge déng van va xich lai. “Léi vao mdt khu md cil.”
“Mdt canh ctra vao Mé Cung u?”” Annabeth hoi. “Sao cdu co thé chic chin thé?”

“U, nhin 1 biét!” Rachel noi. “Y t¢ ... t& ¢6 thé nhin thiy didu d6, dugce chua?”

C5 Ay cam on nguoi 1ai xe va tit ca ching ti bude ra khoi xe. Ong ta khong doi tién hay bét cir thir gi. “Cé chéc s& 6n chir, c6 Dare? Toi s& rét vui long
goicho...”

“Khong!” Rachel tra 10i. “Khong can dau. Cam on Robert, ching t6i 6n ca na.”

Vién bao tang duong nhur bi dong cira, khong ai lim phién khi ching tdi leo 1én ddi dé dén cfrarh;‘im mo, t6i nhin thiy dé}l cta Daedalus khic trén chiéc
khéa moc. Du vay nhung ti van khong hicu sao Rachel ¢6 the nhin thay mot thir bé xiu nhur the tir tn trén dudng cao toc. Toi cham vao céikhoa va
nhitng s¢i xich roi xudng. Ching t6i ¢4 mot vai tam van xudng 161 bude vao trong. Duhiu qué thé nao thi ching t6i cling da quay tr¢ lai Mé Cung,

Nhing dudng hm bang dét bién thanh d4. Ching udn hwon va tach ra va ¢6 im ching ti rdi tri, nhung Rachel khong hé gip kho khin gi khi dan duong
cho ching t6i. Chiing t6i n6i voi ¢d ay rang minh can quay lai New York nhung Rachel gan nhu khong dirng lai khi nhitng duong ham goi y mot 161 di.

Toi v6 cung ngac nhién khi Annabeth va Rachel bat fiéu 16i chuyén voi nhau trén duong di. Annabeth hoi Rachel vé cudc séng ciia ¢b Ay nhung Rachel ¢6
lang tranh nén ho ndi Vg‘: kién tric. H@a ra Rachel biét duoc it nhiéu n6 nho viée hoc my thudt. Ho néi vé vé ngoai khac nha}l cuia cac cong trinh xay dung
quanh New York — ki€u “Cau da thay cai niy chua,” van van va van van. Vi vay t6i i lai di ctng Nico trong sy im lang dén kho chiu.

“Camon vi d di cling véi bon anh,” cubi cling ti cling mo 1oi.

Nico nheo mit lai. Cauta khong gian dit nhu trude nita — chi hoai nghi, cAn than. “Bmng anh vé chuyén & nong trai, Percy. Cong thém... em mudn tAn mét
gap Daedalus. V€ mit nao d6 thi Minos da diing. Daedalus nén chét. Khong mdt ai nén né tranh cai chét 1au nhu vay. D6 1a trdi véi ty nhién.”

“P6 chinh 14 diéu em ¢b ging theo dudi by lau nay u? di linh hon Daedalus ly linh hon cia chi gai em.”

Nico budc di thém néim muroi thurdc rdi mi tré 1oi. “Anh biét ddy, moi viéc khong hé dé dang chit ndo. Chi c6 ngudi chét lim bau ban. Hiéu ring minh s
khong bao gio duogc nhiing ngudi song chap nhan. Chi cé ngudi chét 1a kinh trong em va ho lam vy chi vi so hai.”

“Em c6 thé duoc chip nhan,” t6i ndi. “Em c6 thé két ban voi moi ngudi & trai kia ma.” Toi noi

CAu ta nhin t6i chdm chdm. “Anh tht sy tin nhu vy sao, Percy?”

Toi khong tré 0. Sy thit | t0i cling khong dam chédc. Nico da luon c6 chit gi khéc biét, va ké tir sau cai chét cia Bianca, cu ta gin nhu trd nén... déng
so. Nico ¢ doi mat cfla cha minh — ngon Itra ménh Liét, vui budn that thufgng d6 khién chor ban hoai nghi: cau ta hoac ]a mit thién tal hodc la mot ké dién.
Va cach Nico xua dudi Minos cting nhur tyr nhan minh 1a vua ctia nhitng hon ma ciing kha an tugng, nhung n6 ciing khién t6i cam thay khd chiu.

Trude khi t6i nghi ra diéu gi dé néi véi Nico thi t6i dam SAM VA0 Rachel dang dimg lai trurée mii t61. Ching toi dén mot chd dudng giao nhau. Puong him
van thing tién nhung c6 mot duong r& ngang vé bén phai — mdt dng théng hoi tron bing d4 nii ira den.

“Céi gl vay?” Toi hoi.



Rachel nhin chim chim xudng duong ham i thui. Trong anh sang dén pin 1 mo, trong Rachel nhur mdt trong nhing hén ma ctia Nico vay.
“C6 phai duong d6 khong?”” Annabeth hoi.

“Khong” Rachel lo Fing ndi. “Khong phéi dau.”

“Vay tai sao ching ta lai?”” T6i hoi.

“Moi nguoi nghe xem,” Nico noi.

Toi ling nghe tiéng gi6 thdi vao duong ham gidng nhur 16i ra dang & rét gan. Va t6i ngiri thiy mili gi d6 mo hd quen thude. N6 goi lai nhitng ki tre khong tot
dep.

“Cay bach dan,” t6i n6i. “Gidng nhu & California.”

Mila dong nim ngoai, khi ching t6i ddi mét véi Luke va than Titan Atlas trén dinh ngon Tamalpais, khong khi ciing c6 mii nhur thé nay.
“C cai gi d6 rat ta ac & phia cubi dudng him do,” Rachel néi. “N6 rat manh.”

“Va miii ctia cai chét.” Nico thém vao, khién ti cam thiy tot hon rat nhicu.

T6i va Annabeth nhin nhau.

“Ldi vao ciia Luke,” ¢6 4y doan. “Lbi di d6 dan dén Nui Othrys — cung dién ctia cac than Titan.”

“T6 phai kiém tra n6,” toi noi.

“Khong duoc, Percy.”

“Luke c6 thé dang & d6,” 161 n6i “Hoic... hoac 1 Kronos. Té phai tim hiéu xem chuyén gi dang xay ra.”

Annabeth ngip ngimg, “Vdy tat ca ching ta cing di.”

“Khong,” t6i noi. “Viée do qua nguy hiém Néu ho bat duogc Nico hodc ki Rachel, Kronos c¢6 thé ding hai nguoi ho. Cau phéi ¢ lai dé bao vé ho.”

Diéu t6i khong ndira la t6i ciing lo cho Annabeth. T6i khong chiic ¢6 4y s& lam gi néu ¢6 Ay nhin thiy Luke Ian nita. Trudc dy hin da lira va 16i kéo
Annabeth rat nhiéu lan.

“Percy dimg,” Rachel noi. “Pumg di dén d6 mot minh.”
“Té s& di nhanh thoi,” t6i hira. “T¢ s& khong im gi ngu xuin dau.”
Annabeth 16i chiéc mii Yankee trong ti ra. “It nhat thi hty cAm theo ci ndy va nhé cén than nhé.”

“Camon.” Toi nh6 lan trude khi t6i va Annabeth téch ra, ¢d Ay d ting t6i mdt ny hon may mén & ndi St. Helens. Con Jin ndy, tit ca nhimg gj t6i ¢6 chi
mot chiéc mil.

Toi doi chiéc mil. “Nao Ién duong,” Va toi tang hinh Ién it di xubng duong him tdi tam

Negay trude khi t6i kip bude ra ngoai, t6i nghe dugc cac giong ni: nhitng tiéng gim gir, tiéng tru ctia nhirng tén tho rén quai vt bién, bon telekhine.

“ft ra chiing ta ciing ciru dwoc hedi dao,” mdt con cat tiéng, “Ong chi s& van thudng cho ching ta.”

“Diing vay, diing vay,” con thir hai ré 1én. “Céc phén thuéng rat lon!”

Mot giong khac, 1an nay c6 vé gidng ngudi hon, noi: “U, tuyét ddy, gid' néu cac nguoi di xong viée vai ta thi...”

“Khong, con lai!” mdt telekhine néi, “May phai giiip bon tao thuyét trinh. D6 1 vinh dy rét lon day!”

“Gee, cimon,” g con lai n6i. Toi nhan ra d6 1 Ethan Nakamura, nguoi di bo chay sau khi toi ctru mang dang thwong ciia hin ¢ dau trudng,

T6i di ron rén vé phia cudi duong him. Toi ludn phai nhic nhé ban than ring minh vo hinh. Bon ching khong thé nhin thiy toi.

Mot ludng gié manh tép vao khi t6i di ra khoi dudng ham Toi dang démg gan dinh nti Tam. Théi Binh Duong trai dai phia dwdi, x4m xit dudi bau trdi den
kit nhitng my. Khodng nim, sdu mét phia duéi, hai tén telekhine dang dat thir gi d6 1én mdt tang da lon, mdt vat dai va mdng dugc goi bang véi den. Ethan
gitip ho md no.

“Chn than, théng ngéc,” con telekhine nﬁng, “Chi cAn mdt cai cham nhe, i dao rt linh hon ra khoi co thé nguoi”



Ethan lo Eing nudt nurde bot. “C6 18 tao nén dé miy mo nd vy.”

Toi nhin kén trén dinh nti, noi phéo dai bing d cAm thach den hign ra ky md, gidng nhur t6i da nhin thiy trong gide mo. N6 goi cho t0i v& mot king tim do
s0, v6i nhiing birc tuong cao murdi lim mét. Toi khong thé hiéu sao con ngudi lai khong biét rang n6 ton tai ¢ day. Nhung ln nita, moi thir dudi chan nii
ndy duong nhur mo mit d6i voi ti, nhur the c6 mot tam mang day chan gitta t6i va phan chin nii bén du6i. C6 ma thuét nao d6 dang dien ra ¢ day, boi Man
Swong Mu cyre ky manh me. Trén déu t6i, bau trdi cudn vao trong mbt dam may hinh phéu khong 1. Toi khong the nhin thiy Atlas, nhung c6 thé nghe thay
tiéng Ong ta rén 11 & dang xa, ti€p tuc chiu sy gidy vo bén dudi strc ndng ctia bau troi, ngay phia bén kia phao dai thoi.

“Pay!” tén telekhine noi. Han cung kinh nhic vii khi Ién va méu t6i dong ctmg lai.

D6 | mdt hwdi hidi, mot ludi dao cong dai gan hai mét nhu mdt ménh triing hinh hedsi liém, vi tay cam béng g6 boc da. Ludi dao 6e 1én hai miu khac nhau,
miu the:p va mau dong. D6 13 vii khi ctia Kronos, thit ma hin da ding d€ chém cha hin, Ouranos, trude khi cac vi than tude di va chit han thanh nhiéu
manh r6i ném vao Tartarus. Gio day, vii khi d6 da duoc rén lai

“Ching ta phai thanh hoa n6 bang miu,” con telekhine n6i. “Roi may, con lai, miy gitp ching tao trinh bay véi ong chi khi ngai thirc day.”

Toi chay vé phia phéo dai, mach mau rén rt trong tai toi. Toi khong mudn t6i bt cir noi ndo gan véi céi ling tim den t6i d6, nhung toi biét d6 | nhimg gi
minh phai lam. T6i phai ngan khong cho Kronos thitc ddy. Pay c6 & Ia co hdi duy nhat ctia toi.

T61 bang qua mdt sanh nghi téi om vao trong sanh chinh. San nha sang 1én nhu mot chiéc piano miu gb gu den tuyén nhung can phong tran déy 4nh sang,
Nhing bire twong bang d4 cam thach den sep doc theo cac birc turong. Toi khong nhén ra nhitng khubn nat nhung t6i biét minh dang nhin ngim twong cac
than khong 16 Titan, nhitng nguoi théng tri thé gidi trude khi cac vi than cai quan. O cudi cin phong, gitta hai 1 than bing dong ki mdt c4i bé. Va trén bé la
mot cai quach bing vang,

Can phong finh minh ngoai trir tiéng lach tach ciia ngon lra. Luke khong c6 & dy. Cling chang c6 linh géc. Khong ¢ ai ca.

Thét qua d& dang v t6i dén gin c4i bé.

Céi quich gidng nhur trong tri nhd ciia t0i, dai khoéng ba mét, qua I6n ddi voi mbt con ngwoi. N6 duoc cham khidc ti mi voi nhitng canh chét choc va hy
dit, hinh anh cac vi than bi bi giam dap dudi cac c6 xe ngwra, nhimg ngdi dén, nhitng diém ndi tiéng trén the gioi b tan pha va thiéu rui. Ca chiéc quan tai
toat ra hoi lanh khung khiép, tura ho t6i dang bude vao cai tit dong. Toi bat dau tho ra khoi.

Toi ritt thanh Thity Triéu ra va cam thay thoi mai hon dudi strc niing quen thudc ctia thanh kiém trong tay.

Trude ddy, bat cir khinao tién gin dén Kronos, giong néi ac doc cia hﬁn lai viing ving trong dAu toi. Vay sao bay gio hafln lai im ling? Ha“m da bi bam thanh
hang ngan manh, bang ludi hai cua chinh han. T6i s€ thay cai gi khi md ndp quan tai nay ra? Bon ching ¢6 thé 1am than thé moi cho han thé nao?

Toi cau tra 10i. Toi chi biét i néu hén tinh day, t0i phai don nga hin trure khi hin ¢6 dwoc hrdi hai ctia hén. Va t6i phai tim ra cach ngan chin han,

Toi dimg bén canh chiéc quan tai Nép quan tai con duoc trang tri phirc tap hon, véi nhitng hinh anh chém giét va quyén lc. O giira a dong chir duogc
cham bang thir tiéng con ¢6 hon ca tieng Hy Lap, thir ngdn ngir ma thuat. Toi khong doc duoc nd, ding vdy, nhung t6i bict né néi gi: KRONOS, CHUA
TE THOI GIAN.

Tay t6i cham t6i cai np hom. Pau ngon tay t6i chuyén sang miu xanh. Suong gi4 tu lai trén thanh kiém ca toi.

R4i t6i nghe thiy tiéng dong sau lung — nhitng giong néi dang toi gin. Bay gior hodic khong bao gio. Toi ddy ci nip vang ra, n6 roi xudng san véi mot tiéng
BUUUUUM Ién.

Toi nang kiém 1én sin sang tAn cong. Nhung khi nhin vao trong, t6i khong hiéu dugc nhitng gi minh dang nhin thdy. Chan ngudi trong chiélc quAn miu xam
Ao phong trang va hai tay gp lai dat trén bung. Mot minh ngire ctia hin ta da bi mat — mot ho den bang kich ¢& mdt vién dan ¢ ngay cho ma déng ra tim
hén phai 6. D6i mit nham nghién. Lan da t&i nhot. Toc vang... va mit vét seo chay dai bén trai khudn mit.

Co thé bén trong quan tai 1 ciia Luke.

To6i nén dAm héin ngay lap tirc. Toi nén dam thing niii kiém xudng bang ca strc manh ctia minh.

Nhung t6i qué stmg sbt. Toi khong hiéu gi ca. Dut6i co ghét hén thé ndo ching nita, dii hin da phan boi t6i bao nhiéu fin di niva, t6i chi khong hiéu sao hén
lai & trong quan tai, va lai trong nhur... xac chét the kia.

Roi giong ctia bon telekhine ¢ ngay sau hrng toi.
“Chuyén gi thé nay?” mdt dira hét 1én khi thiy cai néip. Toi truot khoi cai bé, ndp sau mdt cai cot khi ching t6i gin, quén mit i minh dang v hinh.
“Cén than!” mdt con quy khac canh béo. “C6 I& ngai cura minh. Chiing ta phai ding mon qua ngay bay gio. Neay lap tic!”

Hai tén telekhine tién vé phia truréc va quy xudng, ning hrdi hii boc trong goi vai den Ién. “Chia té ciia ta,” mdt con ndi. “Biéu trong sirc manh ciia ngai da
duoc lamlai.”

ImIing. Khéng c6 gi xdy ra bén trong quan tai.



“Po ngde,” con telekhine khac cau nhavan théng con lai trude.”
Ethan I lai. “Oa, y ching may ki sao, ngai can tao 42"

“Dung hén nhat thé!” con telekhine thir nhét rit Ién. “Ngai khong cin may chét. Chi cin long trung thanh ctia may, tinh nguyén phuc dich ngai, tir bo cac vi
than, thé la di.”

“Khong!” Toi hét Ién. D6 thure sur 3 mdt viée im ngu ngde, nhung t6i van nhio vao cin phong va bo mii ra: “Ethan, ding!”

“K¢é xam pham!” Bon telekhine nhe ham ring hai cau ctia ching ra. “Ong chi s& xir Iy miy som thoi. Nhanh Ién, con lai.”

“Ethan!” t61 nai ni. “Pumg nghe 101 bon ching, giip t6i hity n6 di.”

Ethan quay vé phia t0i. phé}n dan mét clia cAu ta hoa lAn v6i bong trén khudn mt. B@éu hién ctia ciu ta duong nhu ¢6 gi tiée nubi. “Toi da bao c4u dimg tha
thir cho 61, Percy. ‘An miéng tra miéng.” Céu da nghe cau dy chua? Toi da nhan biet dugc y nghiia cua caunoi do theo cach kho khén nhat — khi t6i kham
phé ra cha me than thinh ctia minh. T6i Ia con ctia Nemesis, Nit than Bao thi.. Va day 1a viéc ma t6i phai lam”

Cauta quay vé phia céi bé. “Toi s& tir bo cac vi thin. Ho da hm i cho t6i chir ? Toi s& chitng kién ho bi hity diét. Toi s& phuc vu Kronos.”

Ca toa nha rung én. Mot lan kh6i sang xanh boc 1én tir san nha bén dudi chén Ethan. N6 hudng vé phia quan i rdi téa anh sang, giéng nhur mdt déam méy
day nang lugng, Sau d6 n6 ha xudng bén trong céi quach.

Luke bt ngudi ngdi théng ddy. Han md mt ra va doi mit khong con miu xanh nita. Ching ¢6 méu ving, giong nhu mau cd quan tai. C4i 16 trén nguce bién
mat. Nguoi hian hoan toan lanh Ein. Han nhe nhang nhdy ra khéi quan tai, va noi hian cham chin xu6ng san nha, cam thach déng bang lai nhur mét ho béang.

Hén nhin Ethan va bon telekhine véi d6i mét méu vang déng so, nhur thé héin | mot dira tré so sinh, khong chéic chéin minh dang nhin thiy gi. Rdi hin nhin
161, mdt nu cuoi thoang trén miéng han vi han nhan ra toi.

“Thén thé moi thit  t6t.” Giong héin séic nhur hudi dao séc chay khéip kin da t0i. DO k Luke nhung khong phai Luke. O bén dudi giong Luke k& mdt giong
ndi khac dang s hon, mdt giong noi ¢d xua, lanh bang nhu kim loai va vao da. “May c6 nghi vy khong, Percy Jackson?”

To6i khong thé cir dong, ciing khong thé tra 1oi.
Kronos ngira ¢ ra sau cuoi. Vét seo trén miit hin kh& chuyén dong,

“Luke so may” vi than Titan néi. “Long ghen ty va cam thit ctia hin tré thanh cong cu day sirc manh. N6 khién hin phai vang 104, Tao phéi cam on may vi
diéudo.”

Ethan quy ngudi xudng vi so hii. Cau ta Ky tay che mét. Bon telekhine run run gio ludi hai én.

Cudi cing t0i cling iy lai durge binh tinh. Toi tin cdng bat thinh finh vao co thé von da timg | cia Luke, dAm manh hudi dao xuyén théing vao ngue han,
nhung da hin chong lai cu ddm tyra nhu hén lam bang thép nguyén chat. Han nhin t6i day thich thi. Sau d6 han bung ngdn tay va t6i bay tir dau dén cudi
cén phong,

Toi dam sam vao mit cai cot. Toi cb ging dimg 1én, chép chdp mit dé day nhitng ngdi sao ra khoi miét toi, nhung Kronos da kip tim Ay hwdi hai.

“Ah... t5t hon rdi dy,” hén ndi. “Backbiter, Luke da goi ndi nhur vy. D6 B mot céi tén phit hop. Bay gio'n6 da duge rén lai hoan toan, chic chéin no s&
can nguoc lai.

“Ngwoi da lam gi Luke?” T6i im bam.
Kronos gio ludi hai Ién. “Hén da dang tang ca con ngudi hén ta, nhu ta yéu cau. Diém khac biét 13, hin so ngwoi, con ta thi khong.”

D06 1a khi t6i bo chay m khong nghii ngoi. Chéing 6 cude dAu tranh ndi tim ndo, nhur kicu: trdi dt, t6i c6 nén diing cam dwong dau voi hén ta va ¢6 tin
cong thém mdt lan nita? Khong. Toi chi don gian I3 bo chay.

Thé nhung chén ti néing nhur chi. Thoi gian nhur trdi chdm lai quanh t6i, nhur thé ca thé gidi bién thanh keo Jelly vAy. Trude ddy toi da timg bj nhu thé nay
va 61 biét d6 1a do sttc manh cua Kronos. Sy hién dién ctia han téa ra nhi€u nang hrong dén n6i nd co thé tu bé cong thoi gian.

“Hay chay di, ngudi himg bé nho,” hin cudi Ion. “Chay dil”

Toi liéc lai (,iéng sau va thiy hz“ir} dang thong tha tién lai, tay héin vung vAy ludi hai nhu thé hén rét thich thi khi lai duoc cdmno trong tay. Khong thir vii khi
nao trén the gian c6 thé ngan han lai. K& ca dong celestial

Khi héin chi con céch t6i khoang ba meét thi t6i nghe thiy ai d6 goi tén t6i, “PERC

Do 1a giong ctia Rachel.



C6 cai gi 36 bay véo ngang qua ngudi toi, mdt chiéc hrge chai toc nhira miu xanh dam tring niit Kronos.

“Oil” hain hét Ién. Trong khodnh khéc d6 chi ¢6 tiéng hét ciia Luke, day kinh ngac va dau dén. Chan t0i duoc gidi thodt va ti chay thiing dén chd Rachel,
Nico va Annabeth ¢ 16i vao dang md to nit s hii.

“Luke u?” Annabeth noi. “Lamsao...”

Toi tim Ay éo c0 &y 10i di. Toi chay nhanh hét strc ¢6 thé ra khoi phao dai. Khi ching toi gan nhur quay tr lai 10i vao Mé Cung thi t6i nghe thay tiéng gam
to nhat trén thé giéi— giong ctia Kronos, khi hin Iy lai binh tinh. “DUOI THEO CHUNG!”

“Khong!” Nico hét kén. Cau ta v hai tay vao nhau, va mbt tang d4 khong 16, to bang ¢d chiéc xe muoi tam bénh bén Ién tir méit dat ngay trude phao dai.
Con chan dong do 16 gy ra lon dén ndi nhitng cot tru phia trude toa nha do sup xuong. Toi nghe thay ting kéu bi nghet lai tir bén trong cua 1 telekhine.
Bui tung mi1 mit khap noi.

Chiing t6i lao ngay vao Mé Cung va tiép tuc chay. Tiéng gio thét ciia chia t& cac thin Titan m rung chuyén ca thé giéi ding sau ching toi.

Ban dang doc truyén Percy Jackson Tdp 4: Cuge Chién Chon Mé Cung duge tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuong 17

Ching t0i chay dén khi kigt strc. Rachel giip cé bon tranh duoc nhing cdi by, nhung ching ti chéing c6 dich dén cy thé néo — chi  trénh xa ngon nii den
sido va tiéng rong day gidn dir ctia Kronos.

Ching t6i dirng lai 6 mot duong hdm bang da tring 4m udt, glong nhur mot phén ciia hang dong tu nhién. T6i khong nghe thiy tiéng gi phia sau, nhung ciing
chang cam thiy an toan hon chitt ndo. T6i van con nhé doi méit mau vang khéng tur nhién d6 nhin chim chiim vao chiing t6i tir khuon n¥it ciia Luke, va cam
gidc rang chan tay toi dang dan hoa da.

“Té khong di xa hon dugc nita dau,” Rachel 5m ngure tho hon hén.

Annabeth da khoc spét doc duong ching tdi thao chay. Gio co dy sup xudng va dat cam Ién hai dau gbi. Tiéng khoc ctia co Ay vang vong khép duong
ham Nico va t6i ngdi canh nhau. Ciu ta d€ kiém canh thanh Thily Tri€u cua t6i va thd mdt cai nhe

“Picu do thét t&,” cAu ta ndi, am t6i nghi dén nhimg diéu toi da lam.
“Emda clru song tét ca,” toi noi.

Nico lau bui dang bam trén khudn mt. ‘Dé 16i cho méy ¢ gai vi da kéo emdi theo. D6 I thir duy nhét ho c6 thé dong tinh v6i nhau. Bon em can phai
giip anh, néu khong anh s€ lam moi thir 161 tung 1én.”

“Thét tuyét lim sao khi ho da rét tin tuong anh.” Toi chiéu dén pin quanh dong. Nudc nhé tir thach nhii xung nhur nhitng giot mura quay cham. “Nico...
em.. emda ty minh boc 10 than phan day.”

“Y anh 14 sa0?”

“Birc twong bang d4 den d6? N6 thét 4n trong. Néu trude d6 Kronos khong biét em 14 ai thi gior 6ng ta biét rdi ddy — mdt dira con ctia Dia Nguc.”
Nico nhiu may. “Ghé gémnhi.”

To6i khong n6i thém gi nita. C6 & Nico dang b che gidu ndi so hii, va t6i khong thé trach cau ta.

Annabeth nging dau lén. Mt ¢6 4y d6 hoe vi khoc. “Chuyén... chuyén gi xay ra voi Luke vay? Ching d4 lam gi anh ay?”

Toi ké voi c()‘éy nhitng gi t6i nhin thy trong 8 quan tai, va viéc méanh cudi ciing ciia linh hén Kronos da nhap vao co thé Luke nhur thé nao khi Ethan
Nakamura thé phyc vu cho Kronos.

“Khong,” Annabeth n6i. “Khong thé thé dugc. Anh dy khong...”
“Hén da ty dang hién chinh minh cho Kronos,” t6i ndi. “T¢ xin 16i, Annabeth. Nhung Luke di roi.”
“Khong!” c6 ay khang khang, “Cu nhin thdy Rachel ném tring anh 4y mé.”

Toi gat dAu, nhin Rachel dﬁy cam phyc. “Cau da ném tring mit chiia t& cac thin Titan v6i mdt céi luoe nhura mbu xa
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Rachel hoi béi rdi. “D6 L thir duy nhét t& ¢6.”

“Nhung cdu da nhin thiy ma,” Annabeth khéing khang, “Khi né dam triing anh 4y, chi trong mdt gidy, anh dy da rét kinh ngac. Rdi sau d6 quay tré lai binh
fhurong,”

“Vay ¢6 1& Kronos chira hoan toan chiém giit co thé do,” t6i ni. “Didu d6 khong c6 nghia 1 Luke dang bi sai khién.”

“Cau mudn anh 4y trd thanh ma quy, phai vy khong?” Annabeth gio Ién. “Cu chéiing biét biét gi vé anh dy trude day, Percy. Té thi biét rd day!”

“Cau sao thé?” i ngét 101 cod éy. “Sao cAu ludn bao vé hin ta?”

“Thdi ndo hai ngwrdi,” Rachel ndi. “Ngimg tranh cai di.”

Annabeth quay sang phia Rachel. “Bng xen vao chuyén ndy, ¢6 gai con ngudi a! Néu khong phéi co...”

Khong biét ¢6 4y dinh ni gi tlep theo, nhung giong c6 dy nghen lai. Co a dy guc dau xudng va bat dau khoc mot cach dau khd. Toi mudn an i cd ay nhung
lai chang biét lam thé ndo. Toi van thay chodng vang, nhu the tac dong cua viée lam thoi gian chdm lai ctia Kronos da anh hudng 1én ndo cua t6i. Toi chi
khong thé hiéu nhimg g minh vira nhin thiy. Kronos con song. Hin da duoc vii trang. Va ¢6 18 ngay cudi cling ciia thé giéi da dén rat gin roi.

“Chiing ta phai di tiép thoi,” Nico n6i. “Hén s& cho quai vt dudi theo ching ta.”

Khong ai du strc dé di nita, nhung Nico néi ding, Toi ging guong dy va gitip Rachel dumg lén.

“M6i ndy cau da lam rt tot,” t6i bao vai co Ay.

C0 4y cb n6 mot ny cudi yéu 6t. “Um, ding vay. To khong mudn ciu chét.” C6 dy do mit. “Y t6 .. chi vi, cau biét ddy. Cau no t6 qué nhidu thir. Néu
cdu chét thi t¢ doi ng ai day?”

Toi quy xudng canh Annabeth. “Nay, t6 xin 16i. Chiing ta can phai di tiép thoi.”

“Té biét,” c6 Ay noi. “TE.. t& 6nma.”

RS rang I ¢6 Ay khong 6n ti ndo. Nhung c6 Ay da dimg lén duoc va ching t6i tiép tuc di.
“Trd Tai New York,” t0i noi. “Rachel, cau c6 thé...”

Neudi t6i dong cimg lai. Cach ching t6i vai mét, dén pin ctia t6i quét qua va dimg lai chd mdt cuc vai do dang ndm trén mit dat. D6 3 mot chiée mil ludi
trai Rasta: cai mii ma Grover van thuong hay doi.

Tay t6i run run khi t6i nhét chiéc mii én. C6 vé n6 da bi mot doi bdt khdng b day bin dat ciia ai d6 gidm Ién. Sau tit ca nhitng gi ti trai qua ngay hom nay,
61 khong thé khdng nghi rang khong hay da xay ra voi Grover.

Sau 6 toi thiy mot thir Khéc. San dong dy bin va am udt | do nude nho xudng tir céc thach nhil. C nhitng déu chén Ion nhur ciia Tyson, v nhimg déu
chan nho hon — 1a mong dé€ — dan vé phia trai.

“Chiing ta phai di theo ho,” toi néi. “Ho di theo 16i ny. Chéc 1a moi dy thoi.”
“Thé con Trai Con Lai thi sa0?”” Nico n6i. “Khong con nhiéu thoi gian déu.”
“Ching ta phai tim ho,” Annabeth néi. “Ho 13 ban ching ta.”

Cb 4y nhat c4i mil nhau nat ctia Grover kén va lao vé phia trudc.

Toi theo sau, chuén bi cho diéu tdi & nhét. Pudng him thay dbi luon. N6 dbe dimg & nhimg goc rt ky cuc va nhét nhia vi hoi dm. Phan nira thoi gian cia
ching t6i 1 trugt chin va luét di chir khdng phai di bo.

Cubi ctng ching t0i clng dén duoc cudi doan dbc va nhan ra minh dang ¢ trong mot cai dong lon voi nhimg cot mang da rat to. O giita dong | mdt con
song ngam, va Tyson dang ngdi bén bo song 6m Grover trong long. Mt Grover nham chat. Chan tay cau ay khong ctir dong,

“Tyson!” Toi hét Ién.

“Anh Percy! Pén day nhanh!”

Ching t6i chay dén chd cau dy. Grover chura chét, nhd on céc vi than, nhung ca ngudi cau Ay lanh gt nhur sap chét.
“Chuyén gi xay ra vay?” t6i hoi.

“Rfit nhiéu chuyén,” Tyson JAmbam “Rén to. Cho to. N}liéy ngudi camkiém Nhung rdi... bon em dén gan chd ndy. Grover rét kich dong. Céu ta bo chay.
R6i bon em dén duoc cén phong ndy, va cdu ta ngd. The day.”



“Cau Ay c6 nodi gi khong?” t6i hoi.
“Céu ta n6i, "Ching ta & rat gin roi.” Roi sau d6 cau ta dap dau vao da.”
Toi quy xué)ng canh ciu éy. LAn dAu tién t6i nhin théy Grover ngét dila 6 New Mexico, khi cdu éy cammhén duoc sy hién dién cta thin Pan.

Toi chiéu dén pin quanh dong, Nhimg ting d4 sang Ip kinh. Dau bén kia 14 161 thong sang mdt cai hang khic, noi ¢ nhimg ot pha & khong 16 trong nhu
nhiing vién kim cuong, Va & bén kia 161 vao do

“Grover,” t6i goi. “Day di.”

“Uhhhhhhhh.”

Annabeth quy xubng bén canh va té nuée song lanh nhu bang vao mit ciu Ay.
“Phu!” Mi mit cdu 4y run run. “Percy? Annabeth? Ddy...”

“Khong sao dau,” t6i noi. “Cau ngét di. Sy hién dién d6 qua mirc d6i v6i can.”
“T6.... t6 nhé rdi. Than Pan.”

“Um,” 61 n6i. “C6 cai gi d6 rat manh ding sau canh cira do.”

Toi immot bai gi6i thigu nhanh vi Tyson va Grover chira bao gitr gap Rachel. Tyson ni voi Rachel réing ¢6 4y thét xinh dep, viéc d6 khién mili Annabeth
mo to nhur the ¢6 ay chuan bi phun Ira vy.

“Du sao dinita,” toi ndi. “Bi thdi, Grover. Dya vao t¢ nay.”

Annabeth v t6i gitip cau 4y ding day, va ching t6i cing nhau 161 qua dong song ngam Nudc chiay khé xiét va cao dén tan thit lung ching toi. Toi gitt cho
minh kho rdo boi do 1a kha ning d& nhu trd ban tay ciia t6i, nhung né khong gitip dugce nhimg ngudi khéc. T6i van cam nhan duge sy lanh gia giéng nhur
dang 16i qua mot dbng tuyét.

“Té nghil ching ta dang & dong Carlsbad Caverns(17),”” Annabeth ndi trong khi réing va ip cap. “C6 & 1 ving dét chwa dwoc khai pha.”
“Carlsbad & New Mexico,” ¢ 4y noi. “Diéu nay giai thich cho mila dong ndm ngoai.”
Toi gat dau. Viéc bét tinh ctia Grover xay ra khi ching toi di xuyén qua New Mexico. D6 1 noi ciu dy cam thay gan véi nang lwong ciia than Pan nhat.

Ching t6i ra khoi chd nurde va tiép tuc dibd vé phia trude. Khi nhitng cot pha 16 tr6 nén lon hon, t0i bt dau cam thiy néing lrong toa ra tir phong bén
canh. Toi da timg chimg kién sy hién dién cta cac thén, nhung ln nay hoan toan khic. Da t6i ngra ran véi ngudn ndng hrong song. Sur mét moi cua toi nhur
tiéu tan hét, nhur thé t6i vira droc ngi mdt gide ngon knh. T6i c6 thé cam nhan duoc co thé minh khoe manh hon, gidng nhur nhitng cai cay trong doan phim
quay nhanh. Va miii hirong trong dong ciing hoan toan khong giong khi & trong duong ham am thép, t6i tim N6 c6 mili ctia céc loai cdy va céc loai hoa va
mot ngay hé dm ap.

Grover khoc thit thit d?}y sung suéng. Toi cling qua ngac nhién dén do khong ndi duge 16i ndo. Ngay ca Nico ciing trd nén 4 khau. Ching t6i cling bude
vao dong, va Rachel thot én, “O, 6icha.”

Céc bure tudng sang p lanh vi pha 18 — do, xanh 1 va xanh da troi. Trong thir 4nh sang ky la, nhitng céi cay ky la moc 1én— hoa lan khéng 16, cac cay
hoa hinh ngdi sao, nhing thin cdy nho trd qua mong miu cam va méau tim doc trén tudng d4. San dong duwong nhu duoc phi mdt 16p réu mém min. Trén
dau, t:rannha con cao hon ca néc nhé thd, n6 dang sang ap lanh glongnlnr mot daingdn ha g6m hang trigu vi sao. O gitra dong la mot cai giwong kiéu La
M4, gd duge ma vang c6 hinh gidng chir U quan tit, di kém voi nhungtamnembang nhung. Nhiing con vat di tho thén quanh d6 — nhung do 1 céc loai thi
d4ng 18 phai tuyét ching tir Au: Mot con chim curu, mdt con gi d6 giéng nhur loai lai gitra s6i va hd, mdt con thude bd gim nhim di to dé m me cua tat ca
it chudt lang, va vira lang thang déng sau giwdng, ding voi nhét nhimg qua mong ki mdt con voi ma mit khdng 16.

Mot than rimg gia dang nam trén guong. Ong quan sat khi ching toi tién lai gan, mét 6ng Ay xanh hét nhur bau troi. Ca b toc xodn n réu cua ong déubac
trang Ngay ca long dé trén chan ong ay cling ]amtamnhlrng soi bac. Ddi stmg cuia 6ng I6n v6 cing — cong va ndu bong, Chéc chén 6ng Ay khong thé nio
gidu ching xudng dudi mii nhu Grover van Bm Quanh ¢b 6ng treo mot bd dng sio bang cy sdy.

Grover quy sup xubng trude girong. “Chia té Pan!”

Vi thin rimg mim cudi nhan hiu, nhung mét 6ng day budn ba. “Grover, thin rimg diing cam yéu quy cia ta. Ta d& chd con lau mrdi”

“Con... con bi lac dudng,” Grover xin 161,

ThanPancumto mthanh do that tuyét voi, gidng nhur ngon gio dAumia cia mia xudn, ca hang nhu tran ngap v6i niém hy vong. Con hd-s6i the dai va ké

dAu 1én dAu gbi ctia thdn. Con chim curu md mot cach triu mén 1én mong cta thin Pan, tao nén mot 4m thanh ky la tir md con chim. T6i thé 1 4m thanh d6
dang n6i D6 1 mdt Thé Gidi Nho Bé.



Tuy nhién, trong thin Pan rit mét moi. Ca than hinh ctia 6ng 4y md md 40 4o gidng nhur duoc tao ra biang Man Suong Ml

Toi dé y thay céc ban ciia t6i déu dang quy. Khuon mit ho day vé kinh so. Toi ciing

“Ngai c6 mot con chim curu biét ngam nga 42" t6i hoi mdt cau ngu ngde.

Mit vi than lap lanh. “Diing, d6 1 Dede. C6 nang dién vién nho cia ta.”

Con chim curu Dede trong ¢6 vé khé chiu. N6 md vio dau gbi thdn Pan va ngin nga mot bai gi d6 nghe nhu mot bai hét trong I8 truy diéu.
“Pay 14 noi dep nhét!”” Annabeth n6i. “Né dep hon bét ctr tda nha ndo dugc xdy dung.”

“Ta vui vi ¢ thich n6,” thin Pan néi. “Pay la mot trong nhirng noi cudi ctng con s6t lai cta ty nhién. Vurong qudc phia trén ctia ta d3 bién mét, ta so 1 vy.
Chi con s6t lai nhitng md quang. Nhirng manh song nhd bé. Noi ndy s& van gitt duoc sy yén tinh... 1au hon mdt chut.”

“Thura ngai,” Grover n6i, “xin Ngudi hdy ciing con quay vé! Hoi dong Truong Lo s& khong bao gios tin didu nay! Ho s& vui mimg im! Nguoi ¢6 thé ctru
ldy thién nhién!”

Thén Pan dt tay lén diu Grover va xoa xoa mii toc quén ctia ciu dy. “Con con qua tré, Grover a. Qua tot va chan that. Ta nghi ta d4 chon ding.”
“Chon?” Grover ngac nhién. “Con... con khong hiéu.”

Hinh anh cta thin Pan nhip nhdy, va ‘pién thanh khoi trong gidy lat. Con chudt lang khéng 16 chay lon ton vao phia dudi giuong voi tiéng ré vi khiép so.
Con voi ma mitt cling kéu Ién day lo lang, Con Dede giau dau vao sau canh. Sau d6 than Pan xuat hién trd lai.

“Ta da ngi qua hang thién nién ky,” vi thin n6i trong dau khé. “Gidc mo ciia ta da tré nén ti tim. Ta tinh day that thudng, va mdi lan nhur thé thdi gian tinh
thirc cua ta lai ngan di. Gid chung ta dang & diémkét thiic r61.”

“Céi gi?”” Grover khoc Ioc. “Khong thé! Nguoi ¢ ngay ddy co na!”

"Hnn ring yéu quy cua ta,’ ’ thén Pan noi. “Tada b canh bao thé gioi, tir hai nghin namtruO'c Ta da thong béo didu d6 véi véi Lysas, mdt thin rimg rat
gidng con. Cau ta sdng & Ephesos, va cdu dy ciing ¢6 ging thong béo cho ca thé giéi.”

Mit Annabeth md to. “Mot cau chuyén cii. Mot thiy thii di qua b bién Ephesos va nghe thiy giong n6i phat ra tir b, “Hay ndi véi moi nguoi ring than
Pan vi dai da chét.”

“Nhung diéu d6 1 khong dung! noi.

“Céc con khong bao gior tin didu do,” than Pan n6i. “Cac than rimg tt bung, clmg dau nhur cac con khong clﬁp nhén ci chét cta ta. Va ta ydu cac convi
dicu do. Nhung cac con chi tri hoan mdt viée tat you xay ra. Cac con chikéo dai cai chét dau don, kéo dai, gide ngi ic chang vang u dmcua ta. N6 can
duoc cham dut.”

“Khong!” Gigng Grover lac di

“Grover yéu quy,” thAn Pan n6i. “Con phéi chép nhén s that thoi. Ngudi ban ddng hanh ciia con, Nico, cdu Ay hiéu diéu d6.”

Nico cham i git dau. “Ong Ay dang chét. Péng I ong Ay phai chét 1au r6i. Pay... day chi giong nhur mot hoi trc thdi.”

“Nhung cac vi than khong thé chét,” Grover noi.

“Ho ¢6 thé tan bién,” than Pan n6i, “khi tat ca nhitng gi ho cin bao vé khong con nita. Khi ho thdi khong con sirc manh, va khi noi lanh dia than thanh cta
ho bién mat. Grover yé}l quy cua ta a, thién nhién gio' chi con lai rat nhd, b1 kiét qué dén ndi khdng vi thén nao curu vot n@i nita. Vuong quoc cta ta mit roi.
Do 14 ly do tai sao ta can con truyén thong diép. Con phai quay lai Hoi Bong. Con phai ndi véi cac than rimg, cac nir than cdy, va cac tinh linh khéc cta tr
nhién, rang chia té Pan da chet. Ke cho ho cai chét cua ta. Viho can phai thoi chd doi viée ta dén ciru gitip ho. Ta khong thé. Céac con phai tw clru gitip lay
chinh minh. M6i ngudi céc con can phai...”

Vi thin dimg lai va nhiu may nhin con chim curu khi lai nd bit dAu ngdm nga.

“Dede, may dang lam gi viy?” thin Pan hoi. “May lai hat bai Kumbaya nira ddy 42

Dede nhin Ién va chép chop doi mét méu vang mdt cach ngy tho v toi.

Thén Pan tho dai. “Moi ngudi déu hoai nghi. Nhung nhur ta ndi, Grover yu quy, mdi ngudi cac con can phai nghe 16i kéu ciru cia ta.”

“Nhung... khong thé!” Grover rén ri.

“Hay manh mé 1én,” thdn Pan noi. “Conda tim thiy ta. Va gio con phai dé ta ra di. Con phai tréng nom tinh thin ta. N6 c6 thé khong con duoc gin giit boi
mot vj thin. N6 phai dugc gin gitt boi tat ca cac con.”



Than Pan nhin thing vao t6i v6i d6i mét xanh trong vét, va t6i nhin ra ong dy khong chi néi dén céc ngudi rimg. Ong dy mudn dén cac con lai va ca con
ngudi nita. Tat ca moi nguol

“Percy Jackson,” vi than noi. “Ta biét nhirg gi con chitng kién ngay homnay. Ta hiéu nhimg hoai nghi ciia con. Nhung ta béo cho con tin niy: khi thoi gian
deén, con s& khong bi sy s¢ hii thong tri nita.”

Ong quay sang phia Annabeth. “Con géi ciia Athena, thoi khéic ciia con ciing dén roi. Con s& dong mot vai trd rat Ion, di d6 khong phai 1 diéu con van
tudng tuong.”

Sau d6 ngai by nhin Tyson. “Cau Cyclops, dimg tuyét vong. Céc anh hing thuong khong song theo mong doi ctia ching ta d4u. Nhung con, Tyson — tén
tudi ctia con s& sdng méi qua nhidu thé hé Cyclops. Va quy ¢6 Rachel Dare...

Rachel ludng Iy khi vi thin goi tén ¢6. C6 Ay R lai nhur thé thiy minh c6 t6i hay gi d6, nhung than Pan chi mim cudi. Ong Ay dura tay Ién nhu mot 1i chic
phc.

“Ta biét con ludn nghi minh khong thé sira chita duoc sai lAm” 6ng ndi. “Nhung con ciing quan trong nhur cha con vay.”

“T6i...” Rachel 4p tng. Mt giot nuréc miét roi xudng mé co.

“Ta biét gio' con s& khong tin diéu nay,” thin Pan néi. “Nhung hdy chér doi nhitng co hoi. Chiing s& dén thoi.”

Cubi cing, 6ng quay tré lai voi Grover. “Than rimg yu quy ciia ta,” thin Pan 6n ton ndi. “Con s& gitp ta mang thong diép chir?”

“Con... con khong thé

“Con c6 thé,” thin Pan noi. “Con ki ngudi manh mé va ding camnhét Trai tim con that chén thanh. Con da tin vao ta nhidu hon tat ca moi ngudi, va do 1
Iy do tai sao con phai mang thong di€p, va tai sao con phai la nguroi dau tién giip ta gidi thoat.”

“Con khong muén thé.”

hiéu,” vi than 161 “Nhung tén cta ta, Pan... dAu tién co nghiia la mbc mac. Con biét didu d6 chir? Nhung qua nhleu ndmno trd thanh tit ca. Linh hon
cla thlen nhién cAn phai duge trao cho tit ca moi nguoi. Con can phai n6i voi mbi mot ngurdi ma con gip: Néu mubn tim thin Pan, thi hity nhan ]ay tinh thin
clia Ong Ay. Hay tai tao lai thién nhién, ting chit timg chit mdt, moi mbt chit du k nho & tai chinh noi ¢ ctia nguoi d6 trén thé gioi. Ban khong thé chd doi
bat ctr ngudi ndo khic, ngay ca mot vi thn, lim viéc d6 cho ban.”
Grover quét mét minh. Rdi sau do tir tir dimg Ién. “Con d danh ca doi dé tim Ngwdi. Gio... con giai thoat cho Nguoi.”
Than Pan mim cudi. “Cam on con, than rimg yéu quy ctia ta. Phép lanh cudi cing ciia ta.”
Ong 4y nhém mt va sau do v thin tan bién di. Man swong tréing chia thanh nhitng kin ning lrong nho, nhung trong ching khong dang so nhur thir néng
lwong méu xanh ma t6i nhin thiy & Kronos. N6 tran ngdp can phong. Mot cudn khoi bay théing vao miéng toi, Grover va nhing nguoi khac, nhung t6i nght
Grover duoc nhiéu hon. Céc tinh thé t6i dan. Cac con vt nhin chiing t6i budn ba. C6 chim cuu Dede th dai thuon thuot. RO tat ca ching chuyén sang
mau xAm va tan thanh tro bui. Day nho ciing héo di. Va gidr chi con lai ching t6i trong dong t6i om véi ci girdng trong khong,
To1 bat dén pin.
Grover hit mot hoi dai.
“CAu... cau dn chix?” 181 hoi cau éy.
Trong ciu Ay budn va gia han di. Cau 4y Jay c4i mil ctia minh tir Annabeth, phiii bin va d6i n6 ngay ngéin lén dau toc xoin ciia cau dy.
“Ching ta phai di thoi,” cau Ay n6i, “va ndi voi ho. Thén Pan vi dai da qua doi”
Ban dang doc truyén Percy Jackson Tdp 4: Cudc Chién Chon Mé Cung duge tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 18

Khoang céch tré nén ngan hon trong Mé Cung. Tuy nhién, khi Rachel dua chiing t61 tro lai Quang truong Thoi Dai, t6i cam gidc ding nhur minh vira chay
b6 tir New Mexico trdr vé. Chiing 6 tréo ra khoi tang ham ctia khéch san Marriott va dimg trén via hé trong dnh ndng chdi chang ciia mila hé nhin xe ¢
qua lai va ddm dong.

To6i khong con biét noi ndo that hon — New York hay hang dong tinh thé noi t6i vira thdy mdt vi thin qua doi.


http://ebookfull.net

Toi di vio mdt con ngd, noi t6i c6 thé nghe thiy tiéng vong ctia minh. Sau do i huyt sdo to hét mirc ¢6 thé, nam an.
Mot phiit sau, Rachel ha hc miéng vi kinh ngac. “Ching dep qua!”

Mot dan ngwra pegasus tir trén troi bay xubng, nhio xubng gitta nhitng toa nha cao choc troi. Blackjack dan dau, déng sau i bén con ngya tring ban cia
no.

Chao sép! Tiéng nd noi trong dau t6i. Ngai con song!

“Um,” t61 n6i. “May 1a thé. Nghe nay, bon t6 cin bay nhanh vé trai.”

D6 14 chuyén mon cia t6i ma! Oi trdi, anh chang Cyclops d6 ciing di voi ngai u? Nay, Guido, krng ciu cé ché ndi khong?

Chu ngyra tén Guido rén ri va can nhin, nhung cubi cing ciing dong y chd Tyson. Moi ngudi bit diu tréo 1én lung ngira, trir Rachel.

“Um” ¢6 4y béo t6i, “Td doan day | ic.”

Toi gat dau mién cudng. Ching toi déu biét ¢o Ay khong thé dén trai. Toi liéc nhin Annabeth, nguoi dang gia vor ban rén v6i con pegasus ctia minh.
“Cam on Rachel,” t6i noi. “Bon t& da khong thé thanh cong néu khong c6 cau.”

“Péng & t6 khong nén nhim 1An. T6... t& da lim moi ngudi suyt chét, va thin Pan...” Giong c6 4y ngéip ngimg,

“Ong 4y n6i g d6 vé cha cau,” t6i nhé lai. “Y ong dy  gi?”

Rachel xoén soi ddy trén ba 16 ctia minh. “Cha t6... Cong viéc ctia cha t&. Ong 4y | mot thuong gia ndi tiéng”

©y cau ... caurat giau?”

“U, ding vay.”

“P6 I Iy do tai sao cau goi durgc ngudi lai xe dén gitp? Cau chi can n6i tén cha cau va...”

“Diing,” Rachel ngit 101 t0i. “Percy... cha t6 kinh doanh bat dong san. Ong &y bay khip moi noi trén thé gi6i, di tim nhimg ving dat chura duoc khai thac.”
C6 ay thd nhe. “Thién nhién. Ong dy... ong dy mua toan bd. To ghét dicu do, nhung 6ng van dao xdi ching kn, xy nhitng phan khu va cac trung tim
thurong mai xau xi. Va gio thi t& phai chimg kién cai... cai chét cua than Pan...”

“Nay, cau khong thé d 16i cho chinh minh vi didu d6.”

“Cau khong hiéu gi ca. T6... t& khong thich n6i chuyén vé gia dinh minh. Té khong mubn cau biét. T xin 161, L& ra t¢ khong nén ni gi ca.”

“Khong,” t0i noi. “Rat tuyét md, Rachel, cu da im rat tuyét. Cau da dan bon t6 di qua mé cung. Cau rit diing cam. D i thir duy nhat dé t6 dénh g cau.
T khong quan tam dén nhing gi cha c4u lam "Rachel nhin t6i day cam kich. “U.... néu cAu muon di choi vi mt ngudi binh thuong mdt 1an nita... thi cau
c6 the goi td.”

U, duoc. Chic chin roi.”

C0 Ay nhiu miy. C6 thé tai t6i n6i v6i giong khong hao himg cho Fim, nhung thurc sy ti khong c6 y d6. Chi  t6i khong biét n6i gi khi bao nhiéu ban be
ding xung quanh. Va ¢ & may ngay gan ddy tAm trang ctia t6i dang xo tron.

“Y t¢ 1a... t rat han hanh,” t6i noi.

“S6 dién thoai cta t& khong c6 trong danh ba dav,” Rachel noi.

“Té ¢6 161.”

“VAn & trén tay cu sao? Khong thé nao.”

“Khéng, t4... nhd nd ma.”

C5 Ay hoi mim cudi, nhung tréng c6 4y hanh phic hon rat nhidu. “Gaip lai ciu sau nhé, Percy Jackson. Hay di ciru thé giéi giim t& nhé, duoc khong?”
Cb 4y di bo vé phia cudi Pai 1o Seventh va 1an vao dam dong

Khi ti quay lai voi nhitng con ngra thi phét hién Nico dang gip van dé. Chii ngwra pegasus tranh xa khoi cau Ay va khong mudn cho cau bé tréo Ién.

Céuta c6 mii nhu mii ngudi chét dy! con ngwa kéu ca.



Théi ndo, Blackjack noi. C4 Ién, Porkpie. Nhiéu 4 thin c6 miii ky cuc ma. D6 dau phéi 16i ciia ho. A, 1r... t6i khong ¢ y ndi sép dau nhé.
“Mloi nguoi di trude dil”” Nico n6i. “Em ciing ching mudn quay tré lai d6.”

“Nico,” t0i ndi, “bon anh cin em giip.”

Céu nhéc khoanh tay va cau co. Sau d6 Annabeth dat tay Ién vai cau y.

“Nico,” ¢d 4y noi. “Lamon di.”

Dén dan, mét cau 4y ciing dén ra. “Puoc rdi,” Nico ngin ngai. “Vi chi. Nhung em s& khong ¢ d6 dau.”

T6i nhurén méy nhin Annabeth, ¥ 16i, Sao tur dung Nico lai nghe cau nhi? C6 dy 1 i v& phia toi.

(;uéi cing thi moi nguoi ciing leo hét duogc 1én heng ngira. Chiing t6i bay Ién trdi, va nhanh chéng hinh anh Séng Dong va dao Long Island da trai dai dudi
tam

Ching t6i ha canh 6 bi ¢ gilra nha va nhanh chong gip bac Chiron, than rimg bung phé Silenos va mdt s6 cung thi ctia nha thén Apollo. Bac Chiron
nhuén may khi nhin thiy Nico, nhung néu t6i mong bac Ay ngac nhién béi nhiing tin tirc moi nhét ciia ching t6i vé Quintus 1 Daedalus hay Kronos hi sinh
thi toi da lam.

“Béc da rat so hiii,” bac thron rlc')i “Ching ta phai Kkhén truong lén. Hy vong cé’c chau da lam cham lai hanh dong gﬁa chl'1~a té ctia céc thin Titan, nhung
d0i quan tién phong ctia hin s& van tdi day. Ching 1a nhitng ké khat mau. Hau hét cac nguoi bao vé clia chiing ta déu da san sang, Di thoi!”

“Chd mot chit,” Silenos yéu cau. “Viée tim kiém than Pan thé nao r6i? Cau di qua han gan ba tuan rdi d4y, Grover Underwood! Gidy phép tim kiém ciia
cau da bi thu hoil”

Grover hit mot hoi sau. Cau 4y dung thing ddy va nhin vao mit Silenos. “Gidy phép tim kiém ching c6 y nghiia gi ca. Thin Pan vi dai da chét. Ong 4y da ra
di d€ lai linh hon cho chimg ta.”

“Céi gi?” Mt Silenos d6 1én. “Béng bd va ddi tra! Grover Underwood, ta s& cho ngwroi di day vi nhitng gi nguroi vira n6il”

“Po I syr thit,” t6i n6i. “Chiing t6i déu & d6 khi 6ng 4y chét. Tat ca chiing ti.”

“Khong thé! Cac ngudi déu I i néi déi! Nhitng ké phé hoai thién nhién!”

Béc Chiron nhin dam dam vao mat Grover. “Chiing ta s& ndi chuyén nay sau.”

“Chiing ta s& n6i chuyén niy ngay bay gio!” Silenos noi. “Ching ta phai gidi quyét van dé...”

“Silenos,” bac Chiron c,ét ngang, “Trai cua ta dang bi tap kich. Vén dé vé thin Pan da kéo dai hai nghin nim nay roi. Ta e | n6 s& phai doi thém mdt quing
thoi gian nita. Mien 12 t6i nay ching ta van con song sot & day.”

Va sau théng béo do, bac 4y chuin bi cung tén va phi nurée dai vao rimg, dé ching toi dudi theo sau.

D06 I cude dan trdn kon nhit ma 01 timg thély ¢ trai. Moi ngudi déu & bia rimg, mic du khién giap chién dau, nhung ln nay khong phii dé choi trd cudp co
nita. Céc trai vién nha than Hephaestus da dat nhitng cai bay quanh 161 vao Mé Cung — déy thép gai, nhimg cai ho chira cac binh Lira Hy Lap, nhiing hang
chong nhon d¢ lam chéch hurdng tan cong. Beckendorf dang dat vao vi tri haihiéc miy ling da c6 kich thude cta nhimg chiée xe ban tai, da dugc moi san
dé va nham ve phia dinh Nam Tay cta than Zeus. Céc trai vién nha thin Ares dang xep doi hinh pha lang 6 tuyén dau va do Clarisse chi huy. Céc 4 thin

nha thdn Apollo va thin Hermes toa ra khéip cac khu rimg voi cung tén san sang trén tay. Nhieu nguoi da $3n sang & cac Vi tri trén cdy. Ngay ca cAc nit
than cay cling dugce trang bi cung tén, va cac than rung thi di chay quanh véi dui cui g0 va khién lam tir vo cay cling,

Annabeth gia nhip v6i cac anh em ctia minh ¢ nha nir than Athena, nhiing nguoi da dung trai chi huy va dang chi dao viéc dan quan. Mot tAm banner mau
xam véi hinh mdt con ¢ bay phép phdi ngoai cong trai. Ngudi dung dau phu trach phén anh ninh cua trai, Argus, dang dimg gic ¢ ctra. Céc con cta it
than Aphrodite dang chay quanh chinh stra lai 4o gidp cho moi nguoi va de nghi duoc giip chiing toi chai thang chim Iong ngyra bi rdi trén mil giap. Ngay
ca cac con cta thin Dionysus ciing timra viéc dé Bm. Ban thn vi than d6 van mét tam ¥t tich, nhung hai nguoi con trai sinh d6i ctia ong dang loanh
quanh phat nurée va mrde hoa qua cho céc chién binh dang va day md hoi.

Cudc bai binh bd trén duong nhur khé hoan hao, nhung bac Chiron van lAm bdm bén canh t6i, “Thé nay chua di.”

To6i nghii vé nhitng gi ti da nhin tlﬁy trong Mé Cung, tat ca nhitng con quéi Vat trong san van dong cua Antacus va sirc manh ctia Kronos ma toi timg cam
nhan khi & nii Tam Tim t0i nhur thét lai. Bac Chiron néi ding, nhung déy Ia tat ca nhitng gi ching t6i ¢6 thé am. Lan dau tién trong doi, t6i udc gi than.
Dionysus c6 mit ¢ ddy, nhung ngay ca nhu vay thi ti cling khong chéc ong dy ¢6 the giip gi hay khong. Khi lién quan dén chién tranh, cac vi than bi cam
can thiép tryrc tiép. Nhung hinh nhu, céc than Titan da khong tin vao nhiing gi6i han do.

O ria khoang rimg tr’(’)ng, Grover dang n6i chuyén véi Juniper. Nt thin cay né{ntay cau Ay trong khi cu 4y ké cho c6 nghe cau chuyén ciia ching toi.
Nhitng giot nudc mat xanh chay trong mat c6 khi khi Grover bao tin tirc vé than Pan.

Tyson dang gitp nhimg dira tré nha than Hephaestus chuin bi hang phong vé. Cau Ay nhit nhitng tang d4 va xép ching canh sting cao su dé sin sang khai



hoa.

“O lai v6i bac, Percy,” bac Chiron n6i véi toi. “Khi cude chién bét du, bac mudn chau doi dén khi ching ta xéc dinh rd ké dich 1 ai. Chau phai tmg chién
noi can ngudi tiép vién nhat.”

“Chéu da thiy Kronos,” t0i néi trong tAm trang chodng vang véi s thit. “Chéu nhin thiing vao it héin. D6 | Luke... nhung khong phai.”
Bac Chiron vudt ngon tay doc day cung, “Hén c6 d6i mét méu vang, bac doan vay. Va khi hin cé nit, thoi gian nhur bién thanh chét long,”
Toi gat dau. “Sao hin c6 thé nhap vao co thé mdt ngudi binh thudng nhi?”

“Béic khong biét, Percy a. LAu nay céc vj thin vin mang hinh dang ctia con ngurdi, nhung dé trd thanh mot con ngwoi... trdn lan gita co thé ctia thn thénh
voi nguoi thuong thi... Bac khong hi€u sao hin c6 thé lam duoc diu d6 ma Luke khong bi bien thanh tro.”

“Kronos néi co thé hian da duoc chuan bi.”

“Cir ngh t6 vige d6 c6 nghia |y gi khién bic thiy ring minh. Nhung ¢6 & n6 s& han ché sitc manh ctia Kronos. Liic ndy, it nhéit thi héin ciing dang bi gioi
han trong co thé ctia mt ngudi thudng, Co thé d6 trdi bude han. Mong rang nd ciing s€ han ché Kronos phan ndo.”

“Bac Chiron, néu hin dan du cudc tan cong ny...”

“Bac khong nghi vy, cau bé a. Néu hin | dang t6i gan thi bac s& cam nhdn dugc. Chic chin hén d 6 ké hoach, nhung béc tin ring chau da quiy ray hén
khi chéu lam sap phong ngai Ién nguoi hin.” Ong nhin ti ¢6 vé qué trach. “Chau va cau ban Nico, con trai cta thin Hades.”

C6 i nhu ¢6 gi d6 nghen lai. “Chéu xin 16i, bac Chiron. Péng I& chéu phai ndi véi bac. Chi l...”

B;ic Chiron dua tay én. “Bac hiéu vi sao chdu im vay, Percy. Chau théy minh phai chiu trach nhiém Chau ¢b bao vé clu ta. Nhung caubé a, néu ching ta
song s6t sau tran ndy, ching ta s& phai tin twdng nhau. Ching ta phai...”

Giong Ong Ay ngap ngimg. Mt dit dudi chén ching t6i rung chuyén.
Moi ngudi & khoang rimg tréng déu ngirg moi viée ho dang im. Clarisse ra hiéu: “Khéa khién lai!”
Va 10 quin di ciia chta té Titan 4o ra 161 vao Mé Cung...

Toi da ting chién du trude day, nhung day la mot tran chién thire sw. Thir du tién ma t6i nhin thy 1 hon chuc gi khdng 16 Laistrygonian ngoi lén tir mit
dat, ching hét qué Ion khién tai t6i nhu mudn n tung, Chiing mang khién lam tir nhirg chiéc 6 dap bep va dui cui Am tir than cdy voi dAu nhon bit sit.
Mot g trong s6 do tién t6i doi hinh Pha- lang ctia nha thin Ares, dap vang n6 voi cai dui cui cua hén va toan bd doi bi ném sang mot bén, hon chuc chién
binh thi tung Ién trdi nhur nhitng con bip bé rach.

“Ban!” Beckendorf hét Ién. Nhitng khAu sting cao su bét ddu hoat dong. Hai tang d4 16n dugc bin vé phia nhing gi khéng 16. Mot vién 1am cai khién 6 t6
Iéch di nhumg khong ¢6 lay mot vét sirt me, nhung vién con lai tring ngay gitta nguc ga Laistrygonian va ga khong 106 ngii xubng, Céc cung thit nha than
Apollo bin tén hang loat, hang chuc mili tén dAm xuyén 40 gidp ciia bon khong 16 trong nhur 1ong nhim. Mot sb niii tén xuyén qua k& ho trén giap va vai gi
khéng 16 bdc hoi khi bi tring mii tén ddng celestial.

Nhung ngay khi il Lastrygonians yéu thé, dot tAn cong khac di 4o t6i: khoang ba muroi hodc 1 bdn muroi nguoi rén dracaenae khién gidp 61 tan ring dang
lam lim gido va hrdi trong tay. Ching toa ra khéip moi huéng, Mot s con dinh phai bay do nha thin Hephaestus da dat. Mot con bi nic lai trén day thép
gai va duong nhién a muc tiéu dé dang cho cac cung thi. Mot con khac vuéng vao day bay, va nhing lo dung Lira Hy Lap nd tung tao thanh nhimg ngon
Iira méu xanh 14, nudt gon vai d nguoi rin.  Nhung ching khong ngimg keo t6i. Argus va cac chién binh & nha ni¥ thin Athena lao ti. Toi thay Annabeth rit
kiémra va chém mot trong s6 ching, o] gan d6, Tyson dang cudi lén mot tén khdng 6. Ching biét lim cach ndo cdu y tréo duoc 1én lung hén va gios thi
dang danh vao dau han bang chiéc khién dong — BONG! BONG! BONG!

Béc Chiron binh tinh girong cung bén hét mili tén nay dén mii tén khac, mbi miii tén lai ha dwoc mdt con quai vat. Nhung chiing chui ra tir Mé Cung moi
fic mdt dong. Cudi ciing mot con chd ngao dia ngyuc — nhung khdng phai ¢d chd O’Leary — nhay 1én khoi Mé Cung va lao thing vé phia cac than ring,

“DI!” bac Chiron bao toi.
Toi ritt thanh Thity Triéu ra va tin cong

Khi chay bang qua chién trurong, t6i nhin thiy nhitng hinh anh thét kinh khing, Mot a than theo phe dich dang danh nhau véi con trai cua than Dionysus,
nhung 13 rang day khong phai la mot cude thi. Ké dich dam vao canh tay cau 4y roi dap vao dau cau ay bang chudi kiém, va con trai ciia than Dionysus
ngi xubng, Mot chién binh khéc bén dich bin nhitg miii tén kra vao céc cdy, m cac cung thi va nit thdn cy hoang loan.

Mot chuc con dracaenae khac dot nhién khong danh nhau nita mi truon xudng con dudng dan thing vio trai, giong nhr ching biét minh dang can di dau.
Néu ching ra khéi chiing c6 thé dot chdy rui noi nady ma hoan toan khong c6 ai ngéin can.

Nguoi duy n}ﬁt & gan khu vure d6 Ia Nico di Angelo. Cau nhoc dammot con telekhine, va ui kiém Stygian den ctia cau 4y hp thu toan bo tinh chét cia
con quai vat, uong nang hrong ctia n6 cho dén khi chang con lai gi ngoai cat bui.



“Nico!” to1 hét lén.

Cau ta nhin theo hudng tay t6i chi, trong thiy nhitng 4 nguoi ran va lip tirc hiéu ra van dé.

Nico hit mdt hoi sdu va gio thanh kiém den cta ciu Ién. “Hay phuc vu ta,” cdu ta hét.

Mt dét rung chuyén. Mot vét nirt mo ra truée mit i dracaenae va hang chuc chién binh bo lén tir Jong dét — nhimg cai xéc kinh dj trong dong phuc quan
d6i ¢ nhitng thoi dai khac nhau— Cach mang MY, siquan La Ma ¢6 dai, va ky binh Napoleon trén nhing con ngira xuong. Bong loat, ching rit kiém va
giao chién voi bon dracaenea. Nico khuyu nguoi xudng, nhung t6i ching con du thoi gian d€ xem ciu ta ¢ 6n hay khong,

Toi chan duong con chd ngao, con vat dang day It céc than rimg ki vao sau trong. Con quéi vat dop mit than rimg nhung anh ta chay thoat, nd bén quay
sang mot ké khéc cham chap hon. Céi khién bang vo cay gy d6i khi anh ta ngi xudng,

“Nay!” Toi hét lon.

Con ché ngao quay lai. N6 nhe nhanh va nhay b6 vé phia t6i. Déng & no da xé toi thanh nhiéu ménh, nhung khi ngd nguoi ra sau, nhitng ngén tay t6i v&
dugc mit cai binh bang gdm— mdt trong nhing binh dung Lira Hy Lap cua Beckendorf. T6i némn6 vao bung con qudi vat, va hira chay bung lén quanh
nd. Toi 1at dat wira chay wira thé doc.

Thén rimg vira bi giam Ién ngudi nam im khong cir dong. Toi voi lao t6i dé xem anh ta thé ndo thi nghe thiy giong Grover goi: “Percy!”

Rimg bét du chay. Lira da chiy cao ba met quanh thin cdy bach xu, va Juniper cing Grover dang cudng cudng bao vé no. Grover ding ng séo choi mdt
ban nhac goi mura. Juniper thi co liéu finh dap lira bang khan choang xanh luc ctia minh, nhung tat ca chi lam cho moi viéc trd nén t6i t¢ hon.

Toi chay vé phia ho, nhay qua nhitng nhém dau tay d6i, luon lich qua chin cta nhitng tén khong 16. Ngudn nurée gan nhat 1 con lach, cach d6 chimg nira
dam... nhung t6i phai lim gi 6. To1 tép trung. Rudt ti nhoi kén, mot ting gam vang Ién trong tai t6i. ROi mt birc twdng nurde lao nhanhthén cay. Nude gioi
Ién Itra, Juniper, Grover va gan nhu moi thir khac.

Grover phun ra mt ngumnude. “Cémon cau, Percy!”

“Khong c6 git” Toi quay tr¢ lai chién truong, Grover va Juniper cting di theo. Grover cam di cui trong tay va Juniper cAm gy — gidng nhur mdt cy roi
quét kiéu cii. Co 4y trong cuc ky gin dit, nhu dang chudn bi quét roi vao mdng ai d6.

Negay khi cude chién ¢ vé can bang trd lai — khi ching t6i co mdt co hdi mong manh — thi mdt tiéng hét khing khiép vong ra tir phia Mé Cung, mjt am
thanh t6i d timg nghe thiy.

Kampé bay vot Ién troi v6i d6i canh doi sai rong. Mu ta ddu Ién dinh Né&m Tay ctia thdn Zeus va quan sit cude chém giét. Mt my anh lén ndi han hoan.
Nhirng cai dAu dong vét dot bién gen gam gir quanh hong my. Nhitng con rén rit xi xi v cu6n quanh chan muy ta. Trong tay phai my ta cammdt cudn chi
]ap lanh — soi day cuia Ariadne — r6i mu nhét nd vao miéng mot con su tir trén hong va rit hai thanh kiém cong ra. Ludi kiém anh én mau xanh ctia doc
chét. Kampé rit Ién voi niém vui chién thang Kkhién m0t s6 trai vién la hét hoang loan. Mot $6 khac bo chay va bi nhiing con ch6 ngao hoac nguoi khong 16
giam Ién.

“Vi cac vi than!” bac Chiron hét Ion. Bac Ay nhanh chong girong cung, nhung duong nhur Kampé cam nhan duoc sur ¢6 mit cua bac 4y. Mu ta bay vi toc
d0 kinh ngac, va miii tén ctia bac Chiron trugt qua dau my ta — hoan toan vo hai.

Tyson gio mdi budng i khong 16 ra sau khi danh hdn dén bét tinh nhan sir. Cau Ay chay t6i chd ching t6i, hét I6n, “Dimg yén! Dimg bo chay! Panh lai mu
dit”

Nhung ngay lap tirc mdt con ché ngao nhay lén nguoi Tyson va bon ho lin di.

Kampé dau Ién éu chi huy ctia nha nir thin Athena im nd bep dim. Téi dudi theo mu ta va phat hién ra Annabeth ciing dang chay bén canh toi, trén tay
cam thanh kiém

“C6 thé 1a n6 ddy,” ¢o Ay noi.

“U, co the.”

“RAt vui duoc chién d4u véi cau, Oc Téo Bién.”

“T6 cling vay.”

Ching t6i cuing nhau nhiy vao chin dudng con qudi vat. Kampé rit ién va chém chiing toi. Toi né duoc va cb ging Am mu ta phan tim dé Annabeth ra

d(‘)p, nhung hinh nhur hai tay con quz'%i vat c6 thé chién dau doc Iap voi nhau_’ Mu chan duge th?nh kiém ctia Amabpm va Annabeth phai nhay It lai d€ tranh
chat doc bay ra. Bimg gan my ta giong nhu dimg trong man suong axit. Mat t6i bong rat. Phoi toi khong du khi dé tho nira. Toi bict chi vai gidly nita thoi,
chiing t6i s€ khong thé tru vitng ¢ cho nay.

“Lai day!” t6i hét 16n. “Bon t& can gitp do!”

Nhung ching 6 ai dén hd trg ca. Moi nguoi hodc di ngi quy, hodc dang chién d4u sdng con, hodc 1a qua so hii nén ching dam tién Ién. Ba miii tén ctia



bac Chiron dam vio ngwe Kampé, nhung chi im mu ta gio rdng to hon.
“Nao!” Annabeth noi.

Ching t6i cing lao Ién, tréanh ludi kiém ctia con quéi vat, ap sat duoc my va suyt nita... suyt nita dam duoc vao ngye Kampé, nhung mot cai dAu giu
khong 10 lao ra tir bung con quai vat, va ching t6i phai nhay Iti lai d€ khoi bi né dop.

Sam!

Moi thir trude mét t6i om Nhitng gi ti biét sau d6 1 t6i va Annabeth niim trén mit d4t. Hai chan trude ctia nd dap 1én ngue ching t6i va giit ching toi
nam in trén mit dat. Hang trdm con ran truon ngay bén trén t6i, rit 1én nhur nhitng tiéng cuoi. Kampé gio thanh ki€ém mau xanh Iuc non cta muy 1én, va t6i
biet Ammabeth va t6i khong con Iua chon ndo nita.

Nhung, dang sau ching t6i, mot tiéng tru vang Ién. Mot dbng den kit lao vao Kampé va ddy con quéi vat qua mot bén. Va ¢ ché O’Leary dang dimg do,
nhe nanh ddp vé phia Kampé.

“Gioi im ¢6 bé!” mdt giong ndi quen thude cét Ién. Daedalus dang dep duong va budc ra khoi Mé Cung, i quai vat bi chémnhur nga ra hai bén trén
duong 6ng ay t6i cho ching t6i. Di canh 6ng dy con c6 mot ai d6 — mdt gi khong 16 quen thudc, cao hon bon Laistrygonians rat nhicu, voi hang tram canh
tay, va moi tay bé mot tang da 16n.

“Anh Briares!” Tyson gao Ién trong kinh ngac.

“Chao ciu em!” Briares n6i nhu rong, “Chién du cir nhé!”

Va ngay khi O’Leary nhay di, Ngwoi Khong L6 Trém Tay bt dau ban mot loat dan dé vé phia Kampé. Nhiing vién da duong nhur Ion dan khi ching bay
khoi tay Briares. C6 qua nhi€u d4, nhu thé ca nira trai dat dang hoc bay vay.

BOOOOOM!

Noi Kampé dimg mot vai gidy trude d6 gios |a mdt niii d cao gan bang Nam cua thin Zeus. Déu higu duy nhét cho sy t0n tai ctia con quai vt i hai thanh
kiém xanh tho ra ttr khe ho.

112>

mubn Kronossss 16t da cac ngtr(n.

R& rang, 11 de doa d6 con dang so hon ching t6i. Nhirng nguoi khdng 16 tién Ién trong nd e cudi ciing. Bac Chiron bi bt ngd v6i cit danh vao chan sau
nén truot ngd. Sau tén khong 16 ha hé lao toi.

“Khong!” t6i gao 1én, nhung t6i dang & qua xa nén khong thé chay toi.

R@)i’ didu do da xay ra Grover mo miéng, trong khong gian vang 1én mbt &m thanh kinh khing nhét m t6i tirmg nghe thy. N6 gidng nhu 4m thanh ctia mdt
chiéc kén dong trumpet nhung duoc phong to 1én dén mdt ngan 1an — &m thanh cua syr s hai tot do.

Ngay lp tirc, d6i quin ciia Kronos kam roi vii khi va thao chay thuc mang, Nhitng tén khong 16 glamdap lén bon dracaenae dé tranh nhau quay lai Mé
Cung. Li telekhine, ch6 ngao va cac 4 thén theo phe dich ciing lat dat chay theo ching. Puong ham rAm rAm d6ng lai, va tran chién két thuc. Khoang rimg
thua tré' nén im éng, trir tiéng ra chay phimg phimg trong rimg va tiéng kéu la ctia nhitng ngudi bi thirong.

Toi gitip Annabeth dtmg ddy va chiing t6i cing chay vé phia bac Chiron.

“Béc van dn chir a?” 161 hoi.

Bic dy dang n:ilmnghiéng va ¢ ghng dimg day. “Thét xau hd qua,” bac dy Ambam. “Bac nghi i khong sao dau. May sao, chiing ta khong bin chét cac
nhan mé bi... O1! ... bi gily chan.”

“Bac can gilp dd,” Annabeth néi. “Chéu s& goi linh ctru thirong tir nha than Apollo.”

“Khong,” bac Chiron khéng khéng tir chdi. “Con nhidu nguoi bi throng dang chim séc hon. Di di! Bac 6n mé. Nhung Grover ndy... chdc nita ching ta
phai n6i chuyén voi nhau vé viéc cau vira lam”

“Thét d4ng kinh ngac,” t6i dong tinh.

Grover do mit. “T6 ciing ching biét né ¢ dau ra nira.”

Juniper 6m cau dy that chat. “T6 biét!”

Trude khi ¢b Ay kip néi thém diéu gi thi t6i nghe Tyson goi, “Anh Percy, nhanh dén! Nico bi thuong roi!

Khéi cudn cudn bay én tir bd quan 4o den ciia cu ta. Nhitng ngon tay ciia ciu ta dan vao nhau, va 6 xung quanh Nico chuyén thanh nu vang va chét.



Toi xoay nguoi cdu ta lai nhe nhang hét mirc c6 thé va dat mdt tay Ién ngyc cau ta. Tim ciu ta dap yéu ot. “Pem ruou thanh lai day!” t6i hét én.

MOt trai vién nha than Ares chay dén va dura cho t6i mdt bi-dong, Toi do thir thirc udng ma thuat vao miéng Nico. Cau ta ho va phi ra, nhung bat dau tir tir
mo Nt

“Nico, c6 chuyén gi vay?” To6i hoi. “Em c6 n6i duge khong?”
Céu nhdc git du yéu 6t. “Em chura bao gior triéu tap nhiéu linh hon dén vay trude day. Em.. ems& 6n thoi.”

Chiing t6i gitip Nico ngdi dy va cho cu ta ubng thém mot it nu6e thinh nita. Cau nhoc chép chop mét nhin tt ca ching t6i, nhu thé dang ¢b nhd xem
ching t6i 1a ai. Va sau do céu tap trung vao ai d6 dang sau chiing toi.

“Daedalus,” cau bé ndi khan khan.

“Diing vay, con trai,” nha phét minh n6i. “Ta da giy ra mdt sai Am I6n. Va ta dén dé sira chira n6.”

Daedalus 6 vai vét xurde va dau mau vang chay ra, nhung tréng 6ng éy Véq 6nhon hau hé't‘chl'mg ti. RO rang la than thé 16 bt ctia ong ta tu chira duoc
vet thirong mot cach nhanh chong. C6 ché O’Leary i 1 & déng sau, liém vét thirong trén dau cua chiin6 khien toc Daedalus dung Ién trong rét tire cuoi
Briares dimg ngay canh 6ng ay, bao quanh la mt dam trai vién va than rimg day kinh so. Tuy khé rut ré nhung anh ay dang ban ron ky Ién nhimg b gidp,
khién va nhitng chiéc 4o phong.

“Ta tim thdy anh chang Trdm Tay nay khi di qua me cung,” Daedalus giai thich. “Duong nhur cu ta cling ¢6 chung y dinh: t6i dy gitip 6, nhung cau ta b
lac duong, Va saudo ching ta ciing ti ddy deé stra chita sai lam.”

“Zeee!” Tyson nhy choi choi. “Anh Briares! Embiét i anh s& t6i ma!”
“Toi khong biét nira,” anh chang Tram Tay noi. “Nhung c4u da nhéic t6i nhd minh 1 ai, Cyclops a. Cau chinh 3 mdt anh hing.”

Tyson do miit. Toi v vao lung cau dy. “Anh bict diéu ndy tir u rdi,” t0i n6i. “Nhung, Daedalus... quin doi ciia Titan van con & dudi do. Neay ca khi
khong c6 soi ddy thi chiing van. Sém mudn ching ciing s& tim dugce duong théi, va Kronos dang dan dau bon ching.”

Daedalus tra kiém vao vo. “Cau néi dung Mot khi Mé Cing con & day thi ké dich ctia cau con str dung nd. D6 1 Iy do tai sao Mé Cung khong duroc tiép
tuc tOn tai nira.”

Annabeth nhin éng 4y chim chim “Nhung 6ng n6i Mé Cung gin chit vi cude song ctia ong! Chi cdn 6ng con song thi...”
“Piing vdy, kién triic su tré tudi ctia ta,” Daedalus dong y. “Khi ta chét thi Mé Cung s& chét theo. Va ta ciing ¢6 mdt mén qua cho ¢d.”

Ong 16i tir sau g ra mit cdi ti da, m6 6 va 16i ra mot cai laptop bang bac bong loang — mdt trong nhitng may tinh t6i d& nhin thiy trong khu xuong,
Trén vo may 1a mdt dau hi€u . mau xanh da troi.

“Cong trinh cta ta ¢ day,” ong noi. “Déy la F?it ca nhiing gita cb ging clru duoc trong ngon lira. Ghi chép cho nhig dy an ta chua bao gio thyc hien
duoc. Mot trong sO ching Ia nhitng mau thiét ke yéu thich ctia ta. Ta khong thé trien khai nd trong vai thién nién ky toi. Ta khong ddm dé 1§ nhirng thiet ké
nay cho nguoi thuong. Nhung o 1€ ¢6 s& thich ching.”

Ongta dua may tinh cho Annabeth, ngurdi dang cham chém nhin nd nhu nhin mot cyc vang, “Ong cho t6i sa0? Nhung thir ndy 1 vo gia! N6 déng gia... t6i
khong biet no dang gia bao nhiéu nita!”

“Mot sy déq binho nho cho nhimg gi t6i da lam thoi ma,” Daedalus n61. “C6 n6i ding, Annabeth, vé nhiing dira con ciia nit thin Athena. Ching ta cin
phéi sng sudt, va ta thi khong. Mot ngay ndo d6 ¢6 s& tro thanh mot kien tric su tai ba hon ta nhicu. Hay str dung nhimg y trdng cta ta va cai tao ching.
It ra day 1a thir ta c6 thé lam trude khi chét.”

“Oa,” t61 n61. “Chét sao? Nhung 6ng khong thé tur giét minh nhur vAy duroc! Thé I sai Am!”

Ong ta Fic dau. “Khong sai bang viéc tron trénh t0i 4c subt hai nghin nm. Nhing thién tai khong bao gio bao chira cho nhitng sai lim, Percy. Thi diém
clia ta da dén. Ta phai d6i mit voi sy tring phat.”

“Ong s& khong duoc xir cong bang dau,” Annabeth n6i. “Linh hdn ctia Minos 1 chi toa mi.”

“Ta s& d6n nhan tat c4,” ong ndi. “Va tin vao cong Iy ctia Dia Nguc. D6 1 tht ca nhing gi ching ta ¢ thé lam, ding khong?”
Daedalus nhin thing vao Ni va mit Nico t6i sam lai.

“Diing vay,” cau ta noi.

“Cu c6 ding linh hon t6i nhur mdt khoan chudce khong?” Daedalus hoi. “Cau c6 thé ding nd dé déi By chi cau.”

“Khong,” Nico n6i. “Toi s& gifip ong giai thoét linh hon 6ng, Nhung chi Bianca da chét roi. Chi dy phai ¢ noi thude vé chi dy.”



Daedalus gat dau. “Tot 15mi con trai ctia thin Hades. Cu dang trd nén séng subt roi ddy.” ROi ong dy quay vé phia toi. “Mot 4n hué cudi cling, Percy
Jackson. Ta khong muon dé€ O’Leary mdt minh. Va n6 cling khong muon trd lai Pia Ngyc nita. Cau ¢6 thé chim séc no duge khong?”

Toi nhin con vat miu den khong 10 dang rén ri mdt cach ti nghiép, v vn tiép tuc liém lén toc Daedalus. Toi nghi céin ho clia me t6i & khong dugc phép
nudi chd, nhat 1 gidng cho ¢6 kich ¢ to hon ca can hd, nhung t6i van ndi: “Vang, tat nhién roi.”

“Vay ta d4 sén sang dé gap con trai ta... va Perdix,” 6ng n6i. “Ta phai néi véi ho ta da hi tiéc nhu thé ndo.”

Mit Annabeth ngn mrdc.

Daedalus quay sang phia Nico. Cau bé rit kiém ra. Ban dau, t6i so Nico s& giét ngudi phat minh gia, nhung cu ta chi noi, “Ong da sdng qua lau rdi. Hay
gidi thoat va yén nghi nhé.”

Mot mu cudi khudly khoa hién Ién trén méit Daedalus. Ong Ay dong lai nhu mbt birc twong, Da 6ng trd nén trong sudt, dé 16 nhig banh riing bing dong va
may mdc chay ro ro bén trong, R6i sau d6 birc tugng bién thanh tro mau xam va bién mat.

O’Leary tru kén. Toi x0a dAuno va cb hét strc c6 thé dé an i con vat. Mt dat rung chuyér‘lf mot tran dong dat ma ¢6 18 moi thanh phd trén ca dht nude
nay déu co thé camnhin dugc — khi ME Cung ¢d xwa sup d0. O noi nao do, t6i hy vong rang phan con lai ctia ddi quéan tién phong cta than Titan cling s&
bi chdn v,

T6i nhin quanh tan tich ctia cudc chién va nhitng khudn it mét moi clia cac ban toi.

“C4 1enndo,” 161 béo ho. “Ching ta con ¢ viéc phai lamma.”
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Chuong 19
C6 qua nhiéu 1oi tién biét.

Pém d6 14 1an dAu tién t6i thue sy chimg kién nhitng tAm vai liém duoc ding trén thi thé ngudi nhur thé ndo, va d6 1a diéu khong bao gioy t6i mudn trong
thay an thtr hai.

Trong s6 nhitng ngudi chét, Lee Fletcher ¢ nha thin Apollo bi danh guc boi cdy con ciia mot g khong 16. Cau dy duoc cudn trong vai iém mau vang va
khong c6 hoa van trang tri. Con trai cua than Dionysus, nguroi da gue nga khi chién d4u voi mot 4 thin duoc boc trong mot tim vai liém mau tim sam dugc
théu nhirng thin cdy nho. Tén céu 4y I Castor. Toi thay X4u hd boi ba nim & chung trai vi nhau ma t6i con khong thém nhé tén céu 4y. Cau iy mudi bay
tudi. Nguoi anh em sinh d6i ctia Castor, Pollux, da ¢ noi mdt vai 104, nhung ¢ hong cau ta nghen lai nén chi cam dude dimg mot bén. Cau ta chdm lra
gian thiéu giita dAu trurdng, va chi trong vai gidy, dong vai liém da chim trong kira, lim khoi va tia kira bay 1én t6i tan céc vi sao.

Ching t6i danh hét ca ngay hom sau chita tri cho nhitng ngudi bi thuong, tirc | gin nhur tit c4 moi ngudi. Cac than rimg va cac nit thn cay ciing lam viée
vat va dé khoi phuc lai khu rirng,

Vao budi trura, Hoi dong Truéng Lio Cloven to chirc mt cude hop khén cap trong bui cdy thanh. Ba vi thin rimg gia & d6 véi bac Chiron. Bac 4y dang

ngdi trén chiéc xe lin. Mot chin ngya bi gy cia bac a 4y van dang duoc chita tri, viy nén chéc bac iy s& dinh voi c4i ghé thém vai thang nira, cho dén khi

céi chin du khoe dé ning dd trong luong cta béc a dy. Trong bui cdy thanh chat clmg véi cac than rimg, ni¥ thin cdy va cac nit thiy thin tir dudi nude ngoi
1én— c6 hang tram nit thin nhu vy, ho néng 1ong mubn nghe xem chuyén gi s& dién ra. Juniper, Annabeth va t6i dang dtmg ngay bén canh Grover.

Silenos mudn tong Grover di day ngay lp tirc, nhung bac Chiron da thuyét phuc 6ng ta it nhét thi ciing can nghe chimg cir. Sau dé ching t6i ké cho moi
nguoi chuyén xay ra trong hang dong tinh thé va nhitng gi than Pan da n6i. Sau d6 mot s nhan chimg cta trdn danh md ta nhitng &m thanh ky la ma Grover
da tao ra, thir amthanh da day quan doi ctia Titan tr¢ lai bén trong duong ham

“Do6 1a sy hoang sg,” Juniper nhén manh. “Grover d triéu tap stic manh cua thin tu nhién.”

“Hoang s¢?” 61 hoi.

“Percy,” bac Chiron gii thich, “trong cude chién dau tién giita cac vi than céc Titan, thin Pan da hét Ién mdt tiéng kinh hoang va day lui d6i quan ctia dich.
D6 — d6 I strc manh 16n nht ctia 6ng Ay — mot 1n song so hai khong 16 da gitp cac vi thin chlen thang trong tran d6. Tir hoang s¢ dugc dat theo tén cuia
thn Pan, nhu chéu thiy ddy. Va Grover da sir dung sirc manh do, triéu hdi né tir bén trong cau dy.”

“Phi Iy!” Silenos gam Ién. “Bang bo! C6 thé than tur nhién ic d6 da thwong tinh gitp d& ching ta. Hodc ¢6 thé thir nhac ctia Grover kinh khing qua dén ndi
quan tht cing phai bo chay!”

“Khong phai dau, thura ngai,” Grover n6i. Néu t6i bi xtic pham dén véy thi chiic chiin toi ching thé binh tinh nhwr cau dy. “Ong 4y da dé linh hon ctia minh
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xdmnhap vao tit ca ching ta. Ching ta phai hanh dong. M(:)l; ngudi trong chiing ta phai hanh dong dé cai tao lai thién nhién, dé bao vé nhitng gi con s6t lai.
Chiing ta phai loan truyén diéu d6. Than Pan da chét roi. Chang con ai ngoai chiing ta dau.”

“Sau hai nghin nam tim kiém, déy I nhing i cau mudn ching ta tin sao?” Silenus gian dit. “Khéng bao gid! Chiing ta phai tiép tuc tim kiém. Téng ké phan
b di day dil”

Mot s6 than rimg gid lim bam tén thanh.

“Chiing ta s& bo phiéu!” Silenos yéu cu. “Ai s& tin g thin rimg tré tudi 16 bich nay nhi?”

“Toi tin,” mdt giong ndi quen thudc vang Ién.

Moi ngudi quay lai nhin. Thén Dionysus dang sai budc tién vao. Ong dy mic mit b6 com € den trang trong, dén n01 i suyt nita thi khong nhén ra 6ng 4y,
mot chiéc ca vat tia sAm, 40 so' mi tim nhat va mdi toc den quan dugc chai chudt rit cén than. Mt 6ng van do ngiu nhu thuong 16, khudn niit béo tron

mang dy vé xtc dong, nhung c6 vé d6 1 do ndi dau budn chir khong phai do say ruou.

Tét ca céc than rimg déu dimg Ién kinh can cdi chio khi ong dy di t6i. Than Dionysus vy tay, va mot céi ghé mdi moc kn tir méit dat ngay bén canh Silenus
—mdt cai ngai lam bang cac than day nho.

Than Dionysus ngdi xubng va bt chéo chan. Ong Ay bing tay va mot thin rimg hdi ha budc t6i véi mot dia pho mat, banh quy gion va mot lon Coca danh
cho nguoi an kiéng,

Vi thin ruou nho nhin d4m dong ty tap. “Nhé ta cha?”
Céc than rimg tranh nhau gt dau va cti chao. “Oi, ¢6 chir! Rét nhiéu thua ngail”

“U, ta thi lai chéing nhé noi nay!” thin Dionysus dap lai. “Ta dem dén’cho céc ban tin xau ddy. Tin dit. Céc tiéu thin dang thay d6i. Morpheus da chuyén
qua phe dich. Hecate, Janus va Nemesis cling vdy. Than Zeus con bi€t nhiéu nguoi nhu vy nita kia.”

Samrén vang phia xa.
“Quén diéu d6 di,” thin Dionysus noi. “Ngay ca thdn Zeus ciing khong biét. Gior ta mubn nghe cau chuyén ctia Grover. Ké lai tir diu ndo.”
“Nhung thira ngai,”” Silenus phan déi. “Cau chuyén d6 that nham nhil”

D6i mit than Dionysus birng 1én ngon ira mau tia. “Ta vira biét tin con trai ta, Castor da chét, Silenus a. TAm trang ta dang khong tot. Nguoi mua vui cho
ta ¢6 I& hay hon day.”

Silenus nudt nurée miéng va vay tay ra hiéu cho Grover ké lai cau chuyén mot lan nia.

Khi Grover ke xong cau chuyén, Ngai D gat dau. “Bing I thén Pan thurdng lam nhig viée nhur thé ndy. Grover néi ding ddy. Cudc tim kiém thit mét moi.
Céc ngudi can nghi cho ban than minh mot chit.” Ong quay sang mdt thin rimg, “Dem cho ta vai qua nho da boc vo, nhanh nio!”

“Vang thura ngail” than rimg d6 luéng cudng chay di.

“Chiing ta phéi tong ké phan boi do di day!” Silenus khing khing,

“Ta n6i Khong,” than Dionysus phéan bac. “D6 1 y kién ctia ta.”

“Ta ciing bau i Khong,” bac Chiron chen vao.

Silenus van cimg du phan khang, “Moi nguoi déu dong v cho hén di day chu?”

Ong ta va hai thin rimg gia nita gio tay.

“Ba thing hai,” Silenus néi.

“A ding,” thin Dionysus néi. “Nhung rt tiéc, mot phiéu cta thin dugc tinh bing hai phiéu. Va vita bo phiéu chdng nén ching ta quyét dinh nhur vay nhé.”
Silenus dmg Ién tirc ti. “Thé nay 1a vi pham! Hoi dong khong thé di vio ngd cut nhu vay dugc.”

“Vay thi dé n giai tan dil” Ngai D n6i. “Ta khong quan tim”

Silenus va than rimg nita mién cudng ctii chio, rdi ho i bui cay. Khoang hai muroi thén rimg khéc di cting ho. S6 con lai dimg chung quanh va thi thim
day lo ing.

“Pumg lo,” Grover n6i voi ho. “Ching ta khong can mot Hoi Ddng dé bao chiing ta phéi lim gi. Ty ching ta ciing timra duoc co mi.”

ROi cdu dy ké lai cho ho timg 1i ctia thin Pan — ring moi ngudi can nd Iyc timg chit mot dé bao vé thién nhién nhur thé ndo. Cau 4y bét dau chia cac thin



rig thanh cac nthém— mdt s6 nhém s& dén cac cong vién qudc gia, mdt sb nhom di tim nhing noi nguyén sinh con sot lai, va vai nhom khéc di bao vé
nhitng cong vién trong cac thanh pho lon.

“Cubi ctng,” Annabeth néi véi t6i, “Grover c6 vé truong thanh hon rdi ddy.”

Vo budi chiéu mudn ciia ngiy hom do, t6i gip Tyson dang ni chuyén v6i Briares bén béi bién. Briares dang ding khoang néim muroi ban tay dé xay mot
lu dai cat. Dudng nhu anh ta khong tap trung vao cong viéc do, nhung anh ta da tao dugc mit tac phdm rat 4n twong: mdt tda nha ba ting voi nhimg birc
turong vimg chic, mdt cai hao bao quanh va mot chiéc cau kéo bic qua.

Tyson dang v& mjt ban db trén cét.

“R@ tréi & rng d4 ngm,” cu &y bao Briares. “Pi thang xudng dén chd thuyén b chim, rdi khoang mdt dm vé phia dong, rdi bing qua ngha dia cua céc
nang tién ¢4, anh s thay co rat nhicu kra chay.”

“Em dang chi duong cho anh ta t6i 10 rén a?” t6i hoi.
Tyson git dau. “Anh Briares mudn giip. Anh dy s& day cac Cyclops nhitng k¥ thuit ma ho da ing quén, cach am nhitng bd giap va vii khi t5i tin hon.”
“Anh mudn gip céc Cyclops,” Briares dong tinh. “Anh khong mubn phéi séng c6 don nita.”

“C6 thé & dudi d6 anh ciing s& van co don thi sao?” t6i ni véi vé dam chiéu, boi t6i chura bao gid & virong qudc ctia thin Poseidon. “Anh s& phéi lim viéc
banron déy.”

Mt Briares chuyén sang séc thai vui vé. “Ban 1 t5t m! Anh chi wdc Tyson ¢6 thé di cing.”
Tyson d nit. “Em phai & ddy voi anh Percy, anh Briares a. Anh s& 6n thoi, anh Briares. Cam on anh.”

Nguoi Tram Tay bét tay t6i — khoang mot trm Jn. “Chiing ta s& con gip lai, Percy a. Chic chén nhu v@y!”Réi anh ta cho Tyson mot cai dm ctia mjt con
bach tudc khong 16, 161 sau d6 Briares di ra bién. Ching t6i dung trong theo cho dén khi cai dau khong 16 ctia anh ay bien mat dudi nhiing con song,

To6i v vai Tyson. “Emda gitp anh 4y rat nhiéu ddy.”

“Em chi néi chuyén thoi ma.”

“Emda tin anh 4y. Néu khong c6 Briares, ching ta s& khong bao gior ha duoc Kampé.”
Tyson nhén rang cudi. “Anh dy giéi ném d4 nhi!”

Toi ciing phé 1én cudi. “Dung vy, tay némda cir khoi! Bi thoi, ching ta in ti ndo.”

Toi thy that thoai méi khi lai ¢6 duoc mt bita an t6i binh thuong nhu bao ngy & trai. Tyson ngdi ctng t6i & ban danh cho nha than Poseidon. Canh hoang
hon 6 Long Island Sound that dep. Moi thir khong tr6 lai binh thurong ngay lap tire, nhung khi t6i toi chd 16 than va trit mot phén thirc an ctia minh vio
ngon lira nhur mot cht 18 vt cho than Poseidon, t6i cam thiy thire sw biét on vé rat nhidu diéu. Toi va cac ban van con song, Trai da dugc an toan. Kronos

ciing da phai lui v, it nhét 1 trong thoi gian sip t6i.

Thir duy nhét lim t6i ban long 1 Nico, cu nhoc ngdi trong bong tdi & mot goc nha an. Cau ta duge mot chd ¢ nha than Hermes, va tham chi dwoc d& nghi
ngdi mam trén voi bac Chiron, nhung ciu ta tir choi

Saubira téii cac trai vién cuing toi nha hat vong tron, noi cac trai vién nha thin Apollo hira s& biéu dién mdt min ca nhac tuyét voi, nhung Nico khong tham
gia ma di thang vao rimg, Toi quyét dinh di theo ciu ta.

Khi bing qua bong rm ctia nhitng thin cAy t6i m6i nhén ra troi da t0i thé nio. Toi chura bao gios thy sor hai khi & trong rimg, méic dix biét réing & d6 c6 bao
nhicu la quai vat. Toi van nghi vé tran chien ngay hom qua va tur hoi liéu t6i ¢ theé di bd thong dong trong rirng ma khong nhé dén cude chien khoc liét vira
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Toi khong nhin thiy Nico, nhung sau vi phit di b9, t0i thiy mot dém séng ¢ phia trude. Ban dau t0i nghi @6 B Nico dang cam dude, Nhung khi dén gan,
t6i nhan ra dom sang d6 1a mdt con ma. Bong ma cuia Bianca di Angelo dimg ¢ khoang rimg trong va mim cuoi voi cau em trai. C6 ay noi dicu gi d6 va
cham tay vao mét Nico. Roi sau d6 hinh anh c6 ay mo dan.

Nico quay lai va nhin thy t6i, nhung cau ta khong noi

“Pang noi 161 tam biét,” cau nhdc ndi voi giong khan khan.

“Em khong an t6i 2?” t6i ndi. “Em co thé ngdi véi anh ma.”

“Nico, em kh?)ng thé bo bita méi nhu vay duoc. Néuem khong mudn & nha thin Hermes, c6 thé ho s& ¢6 ngoai € va cho em & trong Nha Lon. 3 do co
nhiéu phong lam.”

“Em s& khong ¢ lai dau, Percy a.”



“Nhung .. em khong thé di duge. O ngoai kia qua nguy hiém cho mdt a than don doc. Em can phai dugc rén luyén.”

“Emcéod thAé tap luyén voi ngudi chét,” Nico n6i dut khoat. “Trai niy khong danh cho em D6 14 ly do tai sao ¢ day khong c6 nha danh cho thdn Hades, anh
Percy a. Ong ay khong duoc chao dén, cling nhu khi 6ng ay ¢ trén dinh Olympus vay. Em khong thudc vé noi ndy. Em phai di thoi.”

T6i mudn tranh luén, nhung mot phén trong t6i hiéu r?mg céu ta n6i ding, Toi khong mubn tl}é, nhung Nico s€ phdi timra con dudng cta chinh minh — con
duong den toi. Toi van con nhd khi & trong dong ctia than Pan, vi chiia t€ ctia tu nhién da ké tén ching t6i tirng nguwdi mdt... trir Nico.

“Khi nao em di?”” To6i hoi.

“Ngay bay gio. Emcon c6 npt téq cau héi cho duoc tra 1ol Vidume emla ai?ﬂAi tra tién cho Bianca va emdi hoc? Ai 1a vi ludt su dwa bon emra khoi
Khach san Hoa Sen? Em ching biét gi vé qua kit ctia minh. Va em phai tim hi€u né.”

“C6 Iy ddy,” t6i ddng y. “Nhung hy vong ring ching ta s& khong tro thanh ké thi.”
Céu ta nhin xudng d4t. “Em xin 16i. Em ding 1 dira tré hdn xuroc. Dang 18 em phéi nghe anh vé chuyén ciia Bianca.”

“Nhan tién...” t0i rat tir trong tli ra mot thir. “Tyson tim thAy thir ny khi bon anh dang don dep nha. Anh nghi c6 thé em can n.” T 16i ra mot bure tuong
bang chi nhd — hinh cta than Hades — bt twong Ma thuat nho ma Nico da bo lai khi roi trai vao mila dong ndm ngoéi.

Nico ngin ngai. “Em khong choi trod d6 nita roi. Trod do i cho tré con.”

“N6 c6 bdn nghin diém tan cong ddy,” t6i db danh.

“Nam nghin,” Nico chita lai. “Nhung d6 I khi d6i thu tin cong trude

T6i mim cudi. “Vay thi thinh thoang Am tré con ciing chiing sao ma.” Toi ném cho cdu ta birc tuong,

Nico tan ngan vai gidy nhin birc tuong trong tay, rdi sau d6 nhét n6 vao tii. “Camon.”

Toi dua tay ra. Nico ngin ngai bét tay t6i. Tay cdu bé lanh nhu bang vdy.

“Em con phéi diéu tra nhiéu thir im ”” cau bé ndi. “Mot vai diéu trong s6 ching... Um, néu c6 tin gi hay em s& bao cho anh ngay.”

To6i khong hiéu rd ¥ cau ta, nhung van gat dau. “Giir lién lac nhé, Nico.”

Caubé quay dau va di thang vao rimg, Nhimg cai bong duong nhu nga vé dang trude khi cau bé bude di, nhu thé dang thu hit s chi y clia cau.
MOt giong ndi & ngay ding sau ti cit Ién, “Vay B mdt ciu bé vo cing ric r6i da bo di”

Toi quay lai va thiy than Dionysus dang dtmg do, van trong bo 1& phuc den.

“Pi dao véi ta,” ong Ay noi.

“Pi dau?” Toi hoi day ngd vire.

“Pén chd lra trai thdi ma,” vi thin tra 161 “Ta bit dAu cam théy kha hon, nén ta s& ni chuyén véi cdu mdt chit. Cau luon b choc tirc ta.”
“Véng, camon.”

Ching ti i b xuyén rimg trong im king. Toi dé ¥ théy than Dionysus dang budc di trén khong khi, doi gidy den bong cia ong céch mit dt vai xéing ti
mét. Co & 6ng khong muon lam ban ching,

“Chung ta da c¢6 qua nhiéu ké phan boi,” 6ng ndi. “Moi thir trd nén bét loi cho dinh Olympus. Nhung chinh cdu va Annabeth da ciru Ky trai nay. Ta phai
cam on hai nguoi vi dieu d6.”

“Dé 1a nd lyc ctia ca thémma.”
Ong nhiin vai. “Nhung nhing gi hai nguoi im rt dang kham phuc. Cau biét ddy — ching ta khong mét nat hoan toan mé.”

Khi ching t6i t61 hoi trrdng, thin Dionysus chi tay vé phia dbng Iira. O do, Clarisse dang ngdi vai ké vai nghe mot gi Tay Ban Nha to 16n, ngudi dang ké
chuyén cuoi cho ¢6 ta. B6 1a Chris Rodriguez, mit 4 than bi hda dién sau khi lac trong Mé Cung,

T quay sang thin Dionysus. “Ngai da chita trj cho ciu ta?””
“Chita bénh dién 1a chuyén mdn ctia ta ma. Thyrc ra ciing kha don gian.”

“Nhung... ngai da vira immot diéu tot. Tai sa0?”



Ong 4y nhuén mot bén may. “Ta 1 nguoi tdt ma! Chi 14 ta it khi thé hién thoi, Perry Johansson. C4u khong thiy sa0?”
“Vang...

“‘Coleta thiy dau long vi cai chét ctia con trai ta. C6 thé ta nghi cu bé Chris do ximg déng dugc mdt co hdi nira. Va diisao thi nd ciing gitp Clarisse
phan chan hon.”

“Sao ngai lai ni véi toi didu nay?”

Vi than rugu tré Ioi. “O, ta cling chéing biét. Nhung cu bé a, haly nhd rang mdt hanh dong tir t€ doi khi ¢6 sirc manh nhu mdt thanh kiém. Khi con B mot
nguol biph thudng, ta chua bap g0 1a mdt nha tho, mdt van dong vién hay mot chien binh vi dai. Ta chi ]amru’ou Moi ngucn trong lang déu cudi ta. Ho ndi
ta s€ chang lam dugc gi nén hon. Nhung gio hdly nhin ta xem. Thinh thoang nhiing thit curc nho cling ¢6 thé trd nén to 16n day.”

Ong 4y dé t6i lai mot minh suy nghi vé nhitng diéu d6. Va t0i da phéi mim cuoi khi thiy Clarisse va Chris cing nhau hét mot bai ng¢ ngan quanh lira trai,
nam chit tay nhau trong bong t6i vi nghii chéng ai nhin thay di€u do.
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Chuong 20

Quéng thdi gian con lai ctia mia hé ndim d6 duong nhur that la vi n6 troi di qua binh yén. Nhing hoat dong hing ngay van tiép dién: bin cung, leo ni, cudi
ngira pegasus. Ching t6i choi trd cudp c (méc du tit ca ching t6i déu né tranh Ndm Tay cta thin Zeus). Chiing t0i ca hat bén lira trai, dua xe ngwa rdi
choi khiim nhirng nha khéc. Toi da danh rit nhiéu thoi gian v6i Tyson, choi diia cling ¢6 ché O’Leary, nhung t6i dén né van tru tréo vi nhd ngudi chi cii.
To6i va Annabeth gin nhur tranh gip nhau. Toi thiy vui khi & cling ¢ dy, nhung nd ciing 1 mdt kiéu ton thiwong, V2 lai cang ton thwong hon khi khéng dugc
gap nhau.

T6i mudn ni chuyén véi Annabeth Ve Kronos, nhung t6i khong thé 1im diéu d6 ma khong nhic dén Luke. Va Luke chinh | chi d& ma t6i khong thé nio
dé cép toi. Annabeth s& ngin t6i lai néu toi co y

Théng Bay tr6i qua vi man bin 1 phao hoa trén bai bién vao ngy Qudc khanh. Thoi tiét thang Tam néng nye dén n01 nhitng trai ddu tay da bat dau ram
nang trén nhimg canh ddng Cudi cing thi ngy khép lai hoi trai ciing da dén. Mot bire thu duoc theo mau chuén xudt hién trén giwong ti sau bita sang
Birc thu canh bao ring cac yéu nit minh nguoi canh chim im vé sinh s& soi tai toi néu ti ¢ lai qué trua.

ring murdi gio, 0 dimg trén dinh D6i Con Lai dé cho xe ctia trai dén ché t0i vao thanh phd. Toi da sép xép dé O’ Leary lai trai, noi béc Chiron hira s&
cham séc n6. Toi va Tyson s& thay nhau dén tham no trong nam.

Toi da hy vong Annabeth ciing t6i Manhattan, nhung c6 4y chi dén tén t6i. Annabeth n6i mudn ¢ lai trai thém mdt thoi gian nita. C6 dy s& chamsoc bac
Chiron cho dén khi chén bac ay binh phuc hoan toan, dong thoi nghién ciru laptop cua Deadalus, viée da chiém hét thoi gio ciia ¢6 trong sudt hai thang vira
qua. Saudo co ay s€ vé tham cha ¢ San Francisco.

“T6 s& theo hoc tai mdt trudng tir & d6,” Annabeth ndi. “C6 thé 6 s& ghét nd nhung ma....” ¢d Ay nhin vai.

“U, nh goi dién cho t& nhé.”

“T4t nhién 01, C6 Ay néi mit cach mién cudng, “Té s& dé y néu co tin tirc cla...”

Lai thé nira roi. Luke. C6 4y khong thé noi tén hén ta m khong kém theo ndi dau, lo 4u va tirc gidn.

“Annabeth nay,” t6i néi. “Poan cubi ctia Loi S4m Truyén do 1 gi?”

C6 4y cilr dan mit vao khu rimg phia xa ma khong néi cau nio.

“Nguroi s& di vao bong ti ctia mé cung v0 tan,” t6i nhé lai. “Newoi chét, ké phén boi va ngwoi mt tich s& duge trigu hdi. Ching ta da goi nhicu linh hon da
chét. Chung ta da ctru Ethan Nakamura, ngudi hoa ra Ia ké phan bi. Ching ta da tim thay linh hon cua than Pan, ngudi mat tich.”

Annabeth Fic d4u c6 y mudn t6i ngimng lai.

“Nguoi s& dimg lén hogc nga xubng dudi ban tay ciia ma vuong,” tdi tiép tuc. “D6 khong phai i Minos nhu t¢ timg nghi. Ma k Nico. Cau dy da ctru
chiing ta khi quyét dinh dimg vé phia bon minh. Va su khang cu cudi cting ctia dira con ctia nit than Athena — d6 chinh la Daedalus.”

“Pha hity v6i hoi thd cudi ciing ctia mdt anh himg, Gid thi diéu d6 da c6 nghia. Daedalus da chét dé pha hiy Mé Cung, Nhung con didu cudi...”
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“MIét di tinh yéu con t& hon 1 cai chét.”” Annabeth rung rung nude mét. “D6 chinh 1 dong cudi cling ddy, Percy. Cau vira long chua?”
Mit trdi bdng nhién tré nén lanh gid hon trude d6. “O,” t6i ndi. “Vay & Luke...”

“Percy, t6 khong biét 1o tién tri d6 am chi ai. T¢ khong biét néu...” Co Ay ngip ngimg ddy bét luc. “Té va Luke... trong nhidu nim, anh 4y 1 nguoi duy
nhat thue sy quan timdén td. To da nghil...”

Trude khi Annabeth tiép tuc n6i, mot chiim anh séang hién ra ngay canh ching toi, gidng nhur ai d6 mo ra mot tAm rém bang vang trong khong khi.

“Con khong c6 gi phai an hin c4, Annabeth yéu quy.” Pumg trén ngon ddi A mot ngudi phu nit rét cao trong bd dd méau tring, méi téc den ciia ba duoc tét
lai Vit ngang vai.

“Nit thin Hera,” Annabeth noi.

Nt thin mim cuoi. “Con da tim duoc cu tra 107 ding nhu ta nghi. Cude tim kiém ctia con d thanh cong.”
“Thanh cong sa0?”” Annabeth néi. “Luke d4 ra di. Daedalus da chét. Than Pan d chét. Lamsao c6 thé...”
“Gia dinh ching ta da an toan,” ni than Hera nhén manh. “Nhiing con nguoi d6 nén ra di. Ta tir hao vé con.”

T6i ndm chit ban tay lai. Toi khong thé tin 1 ba ta lai co thé ndi nhimg didu nay. “Chinh ba da tra tién cho Geryon dé ching t6i di qua nong trai d6 ding
khong 7

Nit than Hera nhtn vai. B6 dd ctia ba ta ip lanh trong séc mau ciia cu vong, “Ta chi mudn gifip moi ngudi ting toc thoi”
“Nhung ba da khong hé quan tim dén Nico. Ba vui suwéng khi cau ta dimg vé phia cac thén Titan.”

“Oi th(31 n30.” Nit thin Hera phé‘iy tay mot cach dﬁy miét thi. “Con trai ctia Hades cling tu biét . Khong ai mudn sy hién dién ctia ciu ta ca. No khong
thude vé noindy.”

“Than Hephaestus da ding, Ba chi quan tim dén cai gia dinh hoan héo ctia ba ma thoi, chir khong quan tim dén con ngudi thire sw.” Toi hét Ién

boi mét nir thin bong ruc sang déy nguy hiém “Cén than d4y, con trai ctia Poseidon. Trong mé cung, ta dan dudng cho ngwoi nhiéu hon nhitng gi ngwoi
bict. Ta vé phe nguoi khi ngwoi doi miit voi Geryon. Ta giip cho milli tén cta ngwroi bay thang hudéng. Ta dura nguoi ti ddo cta Calypso. Ta mo duong cho
nguoi dén ngon nii ctia cac than Titan. Annabeth, con yéu, con thay ta da giip do thé ndo chura? Ta s€ rat vui néu ¢ mot vat hién té cho nhitng nd Iuc cua
ta'”

Annabeth dimg ngdy nhur tuong, C6 thé ¢d 4y da noi i cam on. C6 thé da hira s& t0 chire budi nuéng thit ngoi troi cho ni than Hera va quén hét di moi
chuyén. Nhung Annabeth nghién chét réng ngoan c6. Trong vé miit ¢6 ay hét nhw khi doi mit vi con Nhan sur — ¢6 ay s& khong chap nhén tra 161 mot cach
de dang, cho duno co thé mang lai cho cd bict bao phién todi. Toi nhdn ra d6 1a mdt trong nhitng di€u tdi thich nhat & Annabeth.

“Percy n6i diing.” Annabeth quay lung vé phia nit thin. “Ba mdi chinh 1 nguoi thira, nit hoang Hera a. Vi vay lan sau, xin cimon... & ma thoi, xin khoi.”

Nu curdi mia mai ctia ni than Hera con té hon ctia 4 empousa. Than hinh ba bt dau ruc sang. “Nguoi s& phai hdi tiéc vi sy king ma nay, Annabeth. Ngwoi
s€ phai hoi tiéc rat nhieu.”

T6i ngoanh di khi nit than Hera tr¢ vé hinh dang thanh than thurc sy va bién mit trong vét sang choi loa.

Pinh ddi binh yén tré lai. Phia trén ciy thong, con rong Peleus van nga dudi Bo Long Ciru Vang nhur thé khong hé 6 chuyén gi xay ra.

“T... t6 xin 161, Annabeth noi voi toi. “Té phéi quay lai thoi. Té s& giit lién lac véi cau.”

“Nghe nay Annabeth...” Toi nght vé ngon nii St. Helen, vé hon déo Calypso, v& Luke, Rachel Elizabeth Dare va v& viéc moi chuyén bdng nhién tré nén
phirc tap thé ndo. T6i mubn ndi voi Annabeth ring toi tht s khong mudn tré nén xa cach voi co Ay.

ROi Argus bop cdi xe dudi dudng va t6i da bo miat co hoi.

“Cau nén di di,” Annabeth noi. “Cén than nhé, Oc Tao Bién.”

Cb 4y chay xu6ng doi. Toi nhin theo cho dén khi ¢o 4y vao trong nha minh. Annabeth khong ngodi lai iy mdt an.

Hai ngay sau la sinh nhét t6i. Toi chua bao gio bao cho moi ngwoi vi ngay sinh nhat roi ding ky nghi hé nén s& ngudi ban nao ¢ trai c6 thé dén, va t6i cling
khong c6 nhiéu ban 1 ngudi thuong. Ngoai ra, tré' nén gia di cling ching phai diéu gi hay ho ma an mirng khi t6i da nhan duoc Loi Sam Truyen ring minh
s& hiy diét hodc ciru Iy thé gidi vao nam murdi sau tudi. Hién gio t6i dang chuan bi budc sang tudi mudi im va thoi gian ciia t6i da gan hét.

Me t6 chirc cho t6i mdt bita tiéc nho tai cn hd. Paul Blofis ghé qua nhung ciing khong sao vi bac Chiron d ding Man Swong M dé thuyét phyc moi
ngudi tai truong Goode ring t6i ching lién quan gi dén vu nd & phong hoc nhac. Gios thi Paul va nhitng ngudi im chimg con lai tin ring Kelli i mot hoat
nAo vién dién loan va ném bom lidu chét, trong khi t6i chi I3 mdt ké ngoai cude vo 61 da s¢ hai va bo chay khdi hién truong. Toi van dugc phép quay trd lai
trurdng lim tAn hoc sinh vao thang téi. Néu t6i mudn durgc Iru trong hoc ba 1 ndm nio ciing bi dudi khoi trrdng thi t6i s& phéi cd ging hon nhidu.



Tyson ciing dén dur bita tiéc sinh nhét cia t6i va e t6i d4 nuéng thém hai chiéc banh xanh chi cho riéng minh cau 4y. Trong lic Tyson gifp me t6i thdi
nhiing qua bong thi Paul nho t6i gifip viée trong bép.

Khi ching t6i d6 ruou ban, ong néi, “Ta nghe néi me da ding ki cho chau Iép hoc l4i xe mia thu nay.”
“Vang, that tuyét. Chéau rit héo hirc.”

That sy 1a t6i da luon mubn Ky bang l4i xe, nhung c6 1 i cInng méy thiét tha v6i viée d6 nita va Paul ciing nhén ra diéu nay. Thét la 1d d6i ic Paul khién
t6i nhé v& bac Chiron, im sao 6ng 4y c6 thé nhin ban va biét ban dang nghif gi. C6 1& d6 1 ban néing ctia mot ngudi thiy gido.

“Chau da trai qua mdt mia hé dir doi,” Paul néi. “Ta doan chéu da mt di mdt ngudi rat quan trong. Va... gip van dé véi mt co gai ding khong?”

T6i trb mét nhin Paul. “Tai sao chi biét? C6 phai me chéu da...”

Ong dua hai tay 1én. “Me chéu khong n6i diéu gi hét va ta ciing chéng do hoi. Ta chi biét diéu gi d6 bét thuong xdy da ra voi chau thoi, Percy. C6 rét nhicu
diéu thudc vé chau ma ta khong thé hi€u. Nhung ta ciing da trai qua tudi nurdi lim r6i va ta chi suy doan tir nét mit cta chau thoi... chau da trai qua mot
giai doan kho khan.”

Toi gt dau. Toi da hira v6i me ring s& ndi voi Paul sy that vé& minh, nhung gios khong phai e, “Chau da mat di mot vai ngudi ban trong trai,” toi noi.
“Ychau I tuy khong phéi ban than nhung van...”

“Ta rit tic.”

“Véng, Va con vé chuyén c6 lién quan dén phy ni...”

“N2o0.” Paul dwa cho t6i it ruou ban. “Mimg sinh nhét chiu murdi Bim tudi. Mong tudi mai t6t nh dén véi chau.”
Chiing t6i cung ly nhyra va udng,

“Percy ndy. Ta thiy hoi ay nay khi khién chéu phai ban tam thém vé diéu ny,” Paul noi. “Nhung ta mudn hoi chau mot diéu.”
“Vanga?”

“Chuyén vé con gii d6.”

Toi cau may. “Y chi a gi?”

“Ta dang nghil &én chuyén ngo 10i cau hon me chaw.”

Téi suyt danh roi cbe rwou. Y chit la cudi me chau iy 42 Chi va me chau?”’

“Ta ¢4 y nhur thé. Y chéu thé nao?”

“Chi dang xin phép chéu ddy 42”

Paul gfii réu minh. “Ta khong chic igu d6 c6 phéi | xin phép khong, nhung ba &y | me chéu. Va ta biét chéu ciing da tréi qua nhiu chuyén. Ta s& thiy
khong thoai mai néu nhur khong ndi chuyén d6 voi chau trude. Nhur hai nguoi dan 6ng voi nhaw.”

“Hai nguoi dan ong w,” 101 nhic lai. Nghe that la. Toi nghi dén me t6i va Paul, dén viéc me t6i cudi nhiéu hon moi khi ¢6 Paul & bén, dén viée Paul da pha &
dé xin cho t6i vao trudng trung hoc. Toi nghe thay giong ndi ctia minh vang Ien: “Tuyét d6 Paul, co én.”

Ong 4y cui rét tuoi. “Can ly ndo Percy. Hay nhdp tiéc ndo.”

Toi dang chuan bj thdi nén thi tiéng chudng cira vang kén.

Me t6i cau may. “‘Ai vay nhi?”’

Thét 14 Ta vi khu nha chiing t6i moi chuyén dén c6 ngudi gac cong, nhung 6ng 4y khong hé goi dién béo hay gi ca. Me t6i md cira va kinh ngac.

Do 1a cha t61 Qng ety chiég quin sodc Bermuda, 4o somi Hawaii va di doi Birkenstocks nhu moi khi. B rdu den cia 6ng duoc cit tia gon gang clng voi
d6i mat xanh bién lap lanh. Ong d6i chiéc mil méo md duoc trang tri bang moi cau ca. Trén d6 c6 ghi, Chiec Cau Ca May Man Cia Hai Vuong,

“Pos...” me t0i ngling lai. Ba dé mat dén tan chén toc. “Umxin chao.”
“Xin chao Sally.” Poisedon néi. “Nang trong van xinh dep nhu moi khi. Ta c6 thé vao khong?”

Me t6i kéu mdt tiéng khong 1o 1 “dong " hay “kéu ciru”. Than Poisedon cho d6 1 1oi dong y va bude vao.



Paul nhin t6i nhin hui, ¢6 ging doc nét mit ctia ching t6i. Cudi cting dng Ay ciing budc 1én va ndi: “Xin chio, i a Paul Blofs.”
Than Poisedon ruén 1ong may khi hai nguoi bat tay. “C6 phai dng n6i i Ca Néc khong?”

“A khong, tht ra 1 Blofis.”

“0, 61 hiéu r6i.” Than Poisedon ndi. “Thét ngai. Toi kha thich loai c4 ndc. Toi la Poseidon.”

“Poseidon a. Cai tén nghe that thia vi.”

“Toi rat thich cai tén ddy. Toi co nhiéu céi tén khac nhung ti van thich Poseidon hon.”

“Gibng nhur tén ctia vi than bién ca Ay nhi.”

‘0, dai loai nhu vay.”

“Pugc 161.” Me t6i cit ngang. “Moi ngudi rét vui khi anh c6 thé ghé qua dy. Paul, ddy i cha ciia Percy.”
“A.” Paul gat dau, di trong ong Ay khong thoai mai cho im. “Ra thé.”

Thén Poseidon mim cudi véi toi. “Con trai ta dy roi. Va ca Tyson nita a. Chio con.”

“Cha!!!” Tyson nhdy t6i va 6m cht iy thin Poseidon, suyt chit nira im roi chiéc mii di ciu ctia 6ng.
Paul ha héc miéng. Ong quay sang nhin me t6i. “Tyson k...”

“Khong phai con em dau.” Me t6i ndi. “D6 1a cau chuyén dai.”

“Ta khong thé bo 15 sinh nhat Jan thir mudi im cta Percy duoc,” than Poseidon néi. “Vi sao w, vi néu nhur ddy I thanh phd Sparta thi hom nay Percy da
nguoi dan dng thuc thu roi.”

“Ding vay” Paul n6i. “Toi ciing da timg day lich str ¢6 dai.”

Doi mit than Poseidon p lanh. “Do 1 toi. Lich str ¢6 dai. Sally, Paul, Tyson... moi ngudi ¢é phién khong néu toi muron Percy mot at?”
Ong khoac tay qua vai toi rdi hurdng t6i vao phia nha bép.

Khi con lai hai ngudi. Ny cudi ciia 6ng chot tt.

“Con thé ndo, con trai ctia ta?”

“Con khoe. Con doan thé.”

“Ta da nghe chuyén roi.” thin Poseidon néi. “Nhung ta mubn nghe truc tiép tir con. Hay ké cho ta moi chuyén di.

Toi ké lai. Méc du t6i ké chuyén khd a 4p ting nhung 6 ong van ling nghe chiim chit. Anh mit ctia 6ng khong hé roi di chd khéc, nét mit dng khong hé thay dbi
trong sudt cau chuyén. Khi toi ké xong, ong khé git dau.

“Vay Ia Kronos thyc sy quay trd lai sao? Khong lau nita mdt cudc chién s& ap dén?”

“Con Luke thi sao a?” t6i hoi. “C6 phéi anh ta da ra di that r6i khong?”

“Cha khong biét Percy. Diéu d6 that kho chiu.”

“Nhung co thé anh ta 1 nguoi thuong. Liéu cha c6 thé tiéu diét hin ta khong?”

Thén Poseidon suy tur. *Nguoi thudng u, co thé. Nhung c6 diéu gi 46 khac thuong vé Luke, con trai cta ta. Ta khong biét céu ta da dugc chuén bi dé tiép
don tiép linh hdn cta thin Titan nhu thé ndo, nhung cdu ta s& khong d& dang bi giét dau. Nhung ta e ring cauta s& bi giét neu nhu ching ta dua Kronos
quay tr6 lai dia nguc. Ta s& phai suy nghi thém vé chuyén nay. Nhung that khong may [ ta con c6 nhirng van dé riéng niva.”

T6i nh¢ nhitng diéu ma Tyson da n6i voi t6i tir ddu hé. “Nhiing vi than gid ciia bién ca?”

“Ding véy. Cude chién Xy dén véi ta trude, Percy. Ta khong thé nan lai JAu. Tham chi ngay ca Iic ndy dai duong cling dang xung dot v6i chinh n6. Do 1
tat ca nhing g ta c6 thé lam dé giit cho nhimg con cudng phong va béo tap khong pha hity thé giéi bé miit ctia con, cudce chién vo ciing cang thing”

“Hay dé con xudng do, hdy dé con giop.”

Mt ctia thin Poseidon nheo lai khi ong cuoi. “Chira dugc du con trai. Ta ¢ cam gidc moi ngudi s& can ¢ con & ddy. N6 lim ta nhé dén...” Ong Iy ra
mdt dong sand dollar va dui nd vao tay toi. “Qua sinh nhat ctia con. Nh¢ chi ti€u diing mure



“Ha, chi tiéu bang sand dollar sao?”

“Piing vay, thoi ctia ta mdt ddng sand dollar c6 thé mua dugc rat nhidu thir. Ta nghif con van ¢6 thé mua duoc nhidu thir véi né néu nhur con ding ding lic.”
“Lic ndo a?”

“Khi thoi diém dén,” than Poseidon noi. “Ta nghi con s& biét.”

T6i néim ddng sand dollar trong tay nhung c6 diéu gi d6 am t6i bin khoan.

“Cha” t6i ni. “Khi con & trong mé cung, con da giip Antaeus. Anh ta n6i... anh ta ndi ring anh ta 1 con trai cung ctia cha. Anh ta trang tri vii dai thi dau
bang dau lau va...”

“N6 da dang Ién cho ta,” thin Poseidon noi. “Va con dang ban khoan tai sao lai c6 ngudi im mot chuyén khing khiép nhur vAy dudi tén cla ta ding
khong?”

T6i mién cudng gat dau.

Thin Poseidon dét ban tay chai san kn vai toi. “Percy ndy, nhing ké thép bé lam nhirng diéu t0i t¢ nhén danh thénh thin. Didu d6 khong ¢6 nghia cac vi
than ching ta dong y voi diu d6. Cach ma con céi ching ta hanh dong nhin danh tén ching ta... trm, nd thuong chi rd hon vé chinh ban than ching hon I
ctia ching ta. Va con, Percy, con mdi 1a dra con trai ma ta yéu quy nhat.”

Ong mim cuoi, va gidy phit & 4y, duoc & canh 6ng trong can bép da 1 mén qua sinh nhat tuyét voi nhat ma i nhan dugc. Tiéng me t6i vang 1én trong trong
phong khach: “Percy oi, nén dang chay ra roi kia.”

“Con ra ngoai d6 di,” thdn Poseidon noi. “Nhung Percy ndy, c6 mdt didu cudi cling ma con can biét. Viée & nii St Helens...”

Liic d6 ti tuong rang ong Ay s& n6i vé viée Annabeth hon toi va t6i do mit. Nhung rdi toi nhdn ra 6ng n6i vé mdt dicu quan trong hon rat nhicu.

“Nui lira Van tiép tuc phun trao,” ong noi. “Typhon dang cira minh. Rat ¢ thé s& s6m thoi, trong vai thang hodic nhidu nhit 3 mdt ndm, hin s& thoat khoi
xiéng xich.”

“Con xin I6i,” t6i ndi. “Con khong ¢ ¥.”

Thén Poseidon dura tay lén. “D6 khong phai 16i ctia con, Percy a. Chuyén d6 sémmudn gi cling xdy ra, v6i viee Kronos danh thire nhimg con quéi vat 96
dai. Nhung hily thn trong, néu nhur Typhon cura minh... né s& khong u bt cir thir gi con da doi mat trude d6. Trude ddy trong lan dau han xuat hién, tat ca
strc manh cta nii Olympus ciing khong dt dé ha han. Va lan nay khi hin cyra minh trd lai, hén s€ dén day, dén New York. Roi hiin s& thing tién dén dinh
Olympus.

D6 qua Ia mot cai tin tuyét voi danh cho ngdy sinh nhét cta t61 nhung thén Poseidon vd 1én vai t6i nhur thé moi chuyén van vo cing 6n théa. “Cha phai di
day. An banh ngon nhé.”

Va thé 13 ng bién thanh bui mrdc va bay ra ngoai cira s6 trong con gié bién 4m ap.

Toi phai mat mot chit cong sirc dé thuyét phuc Paul tin réng cha t0i da di ra bang thang thodt hiém. Nhung vi con ngudi khong the tan bién vao trong hur vo
duoc nén Ong ay danh phai tin nhur vay.

Ching t6i &n banh ngot miu xanh va kem cho dén khino cang. Saud6 ching t6i choi nhitng tro nhu dé chit va co ti phi. Tyson khong gioi choi tro doan
chir. Thay vi phai gitr bi mat thi n6 lai ctr gao 1én ket qua. Nhung cdu nhoc choi tro co ti phi rat gioi. Cu dy da danh bai toi sau ding nam vong dau va sau
d6 khién me t6i va Paul pha san. T6i d€ ho choi va di vao phong ngu.

Toi dat mit 1t banh xanh chua an 1én mat ti va thio day chuyén cua Trai Con Lai dat trén thanh ctra s0. Trén ddy c6 ba hat cudm trong trung cho ba
mia he ¢ trai: mbt cai dinh ba, Long Ciru Vang, va mjt céi gan day nhét: mé cung 16i rim— biéu twong cho Cudc chién & Mé Cung, nhur cdc trai vién bt
dAu goi. Toi suy nghi khong biét hat clia ndm sau s& trong thé ndo néu nhur t6i vin con co hdi gianh thém mot hat. Néu nhu trai ton tai duge dén hé nam sau.
Toi nhin chiéc dién thoai canh girong. Toi dinh goi dién cho Rachel Elizabeth Dare. Khi me hoi t0i c6 mudn goi ai dén bita tiéc ti nay nita khong, 10i d&
nghi dén Rachel. Nhung t61 da khong goi. Toi khong hiéu tai sao. Y nghi d6 khién t6i lo Iing nhu khi minh dimg trude canh ctra bude vao Mé Cung,

T6i vo Ién i quan va 101 moi thir ra — Thuy Tridu, khin gidy Kleenex va chia khéa cn ho. Va t6i so thdy mdt cuc nho khi vo kén thi 0. Toi thdm chi khong
nhén ra t6i dang mic chiéc 4o cotton tréing ma Calypso ting 01 6 Ogygia. Toi Jy ra mdt ménh vai nho, thao ra va thiy mot hat giong cdy Manh Trang D6
12 mdt chdi non nhé xiu da khd cong sau hai thang nhung t61 vn ngiri thiy miii huong thoang thoang ctia khu viron ma thuat d6. N6 khién t6i budn.

To6i nhé lai yéu cau cudi cing ctia Calypso: Hay trong mdt khu viron & Manhattan cho t6i nhé, duge khong? Toi md cira s6 va budc ra 16i thoat hiém

Me 6i ¢6 gitr mot hop trong cay & ngoai d6. Vao mia xuin ba thuong trong hoa Vao day nhung béy gio' chi toan dt 1 dit, ching dang cho doi mot didu
mdi dén. Bau troi dém hom do that trong, mét trang tron tria chiéu trén con duong s6 82. Toi trong chdi khd ctia cdy Manh Trang vao day roi phun mit it
ruou thanh tir binh nude trai.



Liic dau ching c6 didu gi xay ra.

Sau d6, mdt than cay bac nh6 xiu nht Ién tir méit dAt. Mot cdy Manh Tring bé teo sang lp lanh trong mdt budi toi mila hé 4m ap.
“Cay dep ddy,” mdt giong noi vang lén.

Toi giat minh. Nico Di Angelo dimg & cira thoat hiém ngay sat t6i. Cau ta vira mGi xuat hién & d6.

“Xin 161, cu ta n6i. “Khong ¢b y m anh giat minh.”

“Khong... khong sao ca. Emlam gi & day vay?”

Nico da cao hon mjt chut trong vai thang vira qua. Mai téc cau ta la mot mé bom xom mau den. Céu ta méc 4o phong den, quén jean den va deo mot ci
nhan bac mdi c¢d hinh dau 1au. Thanh kiém sét Stygian mau den dugc deo bén hong,

“Emda thyue hién duge mdt vai cude tham do,” cau ta néi. “Em nghi anh mudn biét chuyén ndy, Daedalus da bi trimg phat r6i.”

“Cau gip 6ng dy 1di sa0?”

Nico gat dau. “Minos muén dun s61 6ng 4y trong nure sot bo mii i, nhung cha em lai 6 y khac. Deadalus s& xay cau VUot va cac décra g Asphodel
N0 s& gilip giam tinh trang ach tic giao thong. Thét sur emnghi 6ng ay rat thich thi voi y twong do. Ong dy van xdy dung. Van sang tao. Va ong dy duoc
gip con trai va Perdix vao dip cudi tuan.”

“Tot lam.”

Nico gd nhe 1én chiéc nhin bac. “Nhung d6 khong phai Iy do em dén day. Em da tim ra vai thir. Em mudn cho anh mot vai goi y.”

“Gico?”

“Céch danh lai Luke,” cu dy néi. “Néu emding, do 1 cach duy nhét anh s& ¢ co hoi.”

T6i hit mdt hoi that sau. “Duoc rdi, anh Fing nghe day.”

Ni vao bén trong phong t6i. Cau ta nhiu may. “D9... d6 ¢ phai banh sinh nhét mau xanh khong?”

Chuta c6 vé dang doi, dwong nhur hoi chit thém khat. Toi ty héi khong biét ligu ciu bé déng thirong Ay ¢6 bao gitr duoc t6 chirc sinh nhdt khong, hay thim
chi chi 1a duoc moi dén du mot bita ti€c sinh nhét...

“Va0 bén trong an banh ngot va kem di,” t6i néi. “C6 vé nhur ching ta ¢ rt nhiéu chuyén dé noi déy.”
sksksk
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