Gio6i thiéu Quy Luit Hap Dén

Truyén Quy Luat Hip Dan ciia tic gia Simone Elkeles [ cu chuyén ké vé Carlos, em trai ctia nhan vat Alex trong cudn truyén hay dau tién cia series
Perfect chem: "Xtc tac hoan hao" da duoc xuat ban tai Viét Nam Véi Carlos, moi thir déu thay d6i khi cau bi me"tdng c6" dén My voi anh trai Alex dé
két thiic nhitng nim cp ba ctiaminh. That khé chdp nhén khi phai dbi mét véi mbi treong méi, nhitngngudi ban mai va ca nhing sy thay d6i dang ngac
nhién ctia 6ng anh trai ngdn tinh hién dai ké tir khi c6 c6 ban gai thién ha dé nhit yéu nghiét. Carlos s& xoay x6 ra sao vi cude sdng tai ngdi trudng moi,
nhét 1 vi ¢6 ban Kiara va nhitng cam xtic khohiéu ctia minh?
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Chuwong 1: Carlos

Toi mubn sdng tur p. Nhung t6i ki ngudi Mexico, nén di mubn hay khong, gia dinh t6i luon hudng dan t6i kim moi viée trong cude sdng theo y ho. Hay,
hudng dan thi chura du, phai goi 1a bat bude madi ding,

Me di cling khong quan tim 1 t6i co mu6n rdi Mexico va chuyén dén song ¢ Colorado vdi anh trai ti - Alex trong ndm cudi cap ba hay khong. Ba 4 dy
ctr thé quyét dinh giri t6i vé My. “Vi loi ich ctia con thoil” ba noi thé ddy. Va tit ca moi thinh vién trong gia dinh déu ting ho ba, mién ban.

Ho thuc sur nghi rang giri 01 trg V& My s& ngan cue doi toi két thic dudi vai tic dat hay trong nha 01 a? Tir khi t61 bi sa thai khoi cai nha miy duong
tir hai thang trudc, t6i da sdng mdt cude sdng dién loan rdi. Khong gi ¢6 thé thay dbi duogc didu do.

T6i nhin ra 6 cira s6 nho khi miy bay bay qua ngon Rockies bao phit boi tuyét trang, Chéc chén I t6i khong & Atencingo nita rdi, lai cang khong phai &
ngoai 6 Chicago, noi ma t6i da sbng tir bé trrde khi me bét t6i thu don va chuyén dén Mexico vao nim thir hai trung hoc phd thong, Khi méy bay ha
canh, nhin nhirg hanh khach khac chen in dé roi khoi may bay, t6i dtmg lai, nhuong dudng cho ho. T6isap gip lai ngudi anh rudt ctia minh Fin dau tién
sau gan hai nam. Chéc, t6i ciing khong chic 1 minh mudn gip anh 4y hay khong nira.

Moi ngurdi da xudng khoi méy bay gin hét, t6i khong thé chin chir dwoc nita. T6i vi tay Ay chiée tiii xach rdi di theo bién chi dan ra khu vire nhan hanh
Iy.. T6i nhin thiy anh t6i - Alex dtmg ché minh ngay khi vira ra khoi phi trrdng, Toi ctr nghif ring minh s& khong thé nhan ra anh 4y co, hodc 1 cam thiy
xa la thay vi cam thAy than quen nhur trong gia dinh. Nhung lim sao ¢6 thé nhim duroc chir, anh em t6i qua gidng nhau. Toi hoi hai Iong ring bay gio minh
da cao hon anh 4y, va t6i ciing khong con i dira tré giy gd anh da bo lai phia sau.

“Ya estas en Colorado (Cht dang & Colorado rdi ddy)” anh vira n6i vira 6m cham Iy toi. Khi anh tha ra, t6i nhan ra nhitng vét seo md mo & trén long
may va bén tai. Ching khong & d6 vao 1an cudi toi gip anh. Trong anh trudng thanh hon, nhung ¢ anh thiéu di anh mét dé phong ma anh ludn mang bén
minh nhu mdt tm khién bao vé. Téi nghi minh d thira huréng anh it d6 tir anh.

“Glacias (Céim on anh)” Toi ndi dit khoat. Anh &y biét réng t6i khong thich dén day. Cha Julio dimg canh chimg ti cho dén khi t0i lén my bay. Saud6
chi con de doa rang chu s€ ngoi Iy & sin bay chirng nao t6i chua cat canh.

“Con ndi duge tiéng Anh chtr?" Alex hoi khi ching t6i di iy hanh Iy.

Toi tron mit. “Emmdi chi song & Mexico 2 nam thoi, khong, phéi ndi a em, me va Luis chuyén dén Mexico moi ding. Anh d4 bé roi moi ngudi.”
“Anh khong bo roi moi nguoi, anh sép hoc dai hoc dé tht s am duoc viee g d6 6 ich, thinh thodng chu cling nén thir lam gi 6 c6 ich di.”
“Cho emxin, cudc song khong ¢ ich nay qua tot ddi véi em roi.”

Toi Iy chiéc i vai ctia minh khoi bang chuyén rdi theo Alex ra ngoai sin bay.

“Chu deo céi gi & ¢b thé?” Anh Ay hoi toi.

“N6 14 1 cai trang hat,” t6i tré 1, chi tay vao cdy thanh gia tréing den day md hoi. “Emda chuyén sang tn gido khac.”

“Ton gido caikhi g, anh biét thira dy I biéu tuong cua bang dang,” anh ni khi ching ti tién dén chiéc Beemer mui tran mau bac. Con liu Alex mdi ¢6
thé mua duoc cho mdt chiéc xe nhur the ndy, chac la murgn clia ban gai anh ay - Brittany.

“Ké cé thé thi sao chir.” Alex tlmg & trong mdt béing nhom hdi con & Chicago, trurée anh Ay thi ¢ cha t0i ciing ¢ trong mdt biing ndo d6. Dit Alex mudn
thira nhan chuyén do6 hay khong, do I thir chay trong huyét quan cua toi. Toi da timg thir tudn theo phap ludt. Toi khong bao gio' than phién chuyén minh

kiém duoc chua day 50 peso va m viée cat hre sau khi tan trurong. Sau khi bi sa thai va bat d4u lam viée voi bing Guerreros del barrio, t6i kiém ca
ngan peso mdi ngity. Moi ngudi ¢6 thé nghii né 1 tién ban, nhung it nhét thi nd giip i di an.

“Chi khong hoc dugc gi tir sai im ctia anh 42" Alex hoi toi.
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Chét tiét, hdi Alex con & Latino Blood & Chicago t6i da sing bai anh. Anh khong mudn nghe cau tra 1oi dau.”

Léc dau chan nan, Alex lay chibc i vai khoi tay t6i va quéng vao trong xe. Chuyén gi s¢ xay ra khi anh 4 4y 1o khoi Latino Blood nhi? Anh 4 ay s& phai gin
b6 v6i hinh xim Ay cho dén hét doi. Tin hay khong thi anh 4y s& ludn c6 mdt mdi quan hé vai Latino Blood cho dii ¢6 & trong céi bang dang Ay hay
khong,

T nhin anh &y mdt e Au. Chidc chéin anh 4y da thay doi roi, 10 6 thé cam nhin duoc dieu d6 tir dau. C6 thé 1a anh dy trong giong Alex Fuentes,
nhung anh da khong con cai tinh thin chién dau ma Alex Fuentes s hitu. Gioanh ay da vao dai hoc voi suy nghi la minh ¢6 the tuan theo luat I va bicn
the gidi nay thanh mot noi tuoi sang hon, dang song hon. Toi khong thé tin dwoc anh dy ¢6 thé nhanh chong quén di rang chi moi day thoi ching t6i da
song trong khu 6 chudt 6 ngoai 6 Chicago. C6 mdt so thir khong bao gio ¢d the toa sang, cho ditban c¢d danh bong nd bao nhiéu lan di nita.

“Me thé ndo?”

“Ba dy on.”

“Con Luis?”

“Ciing 6n thoi, thing em bé nho cia chiing ta sap thong minh bang anh rdi ddy, Alex. Né mudn tré thanh mdt phi hanh gia nhu Jose Hernanes.”

Alex gt gii nhur mot ong bd ddy tur ho, t01ngh1ranganhaythuc sur tin Luis ¢6 thé hoanthanhglac mo ctia minh. Hai ngudi anh em ca t6i déu 14 nhiing
ké mo mong gitra ban ngay. Alex nghf ring minh ¢6 thé ctru thé gi6i bang viée tao ra thube chita bénh con Luis nghi ring minh ¢6 thé roi thé gii nay va
tham hiém thé gi6i khac.

Khi ching t6i di Ién duong cao tdc, toi nhin thiy hang day nii & phia xa, n6 lim t6i nhé lai nhimg manh dat can cdi & Mexico.

“N6 duge goi la Front Range.” Alex n6i voi toi. “Truong dai hoe ¢ chan mii.”

Anh 4y chi sang trai, "Nguoi ta goi ching Ia Flatirons,” boi vida o dAy phéing nhur nhitng tAm bang sit vay. Lic khic anh s& dira chu dén déy, Brit voi
anh toan di dao ¢ day khi khong & ki tic x4. Toi nhin Alex nhwr nguoi ngoai hanh tinh vy,

“Sao nao?”’

Dua nhau a? “Anh 2 ai va anh da lam chuyén chét tiét gi v6i anh ctia toi. Alex ma toi biét i mot ké ndi loan va by gitr anh ta dang noi vé nhiing ngon
ndi, bang sat va di dao voi ban gai.”

“Chi thich anh n6i vé viéc say ruou va di dap pha chic?”

“ing rof” t61 néi nhur thé rat thich thi “Hay ndi cho em biét em c6 thé say xin va dép pha ¢ dau, boi vi em khong thé sdng ndi néu khong ding nhing
thir nhu 1 chit cAm,” t6i n6i doi dy. Kiéu gi me t6i ciing ké véi Alex ring ba nghi ngd ring t6i nghién thudc phién hay gi d6, nén t6i ctr im nhur kiéu n6
dung nhur nhu ba nghi.

“Phai r6i, tur ma ndi voi me vé nhing thir chét tiét ddy, Carlos. Bay gior anh khong con kim nhirng thir nhu cha dau.”

“Bang chimg & dau chir?” Toi gac chan Ién bang diéu khién cia xe.

Alex gat ching xudng, “Chii khong phién chir, xe ctia Brit dy.”

“Anh thit sy mé mudi rdi. Bao g6 anh mbi chiu da con dan ba ré tién do va séng mot cudc séng cua mdt chang sinh vién dai hoc - ngl voi hang ta phu
nix?”

“Britany va anh khong ngoai tinh.”
“Sao lai khong?”
“Ngudi ta goi | ban trai va ban gai ddy.”

“C6 ma hén nhat thi co. Mot chang trai chi & voi mdt c6 gai thi khong binh thudng chit ndo. Alex, em B mdt ngudi tr do va em s& séng doc than méi
mai”

“Quy ngai tu do, ngai s&€ khdng bao gio ngll voi ai d6 trong nha cta t6i, rd chua?”

“Ngai ciing nén biét diéu nay, t6i s& lam bat cir gi toi thich khi t01 & ddy.” Anh 4y chi I anh trai thoi chtr khong phai bd. BS 61 da miat lu Em roi. Toi
khong mudn phai tudn theo ddng luat 16 chét tiét ctia anh 4y.

“Hay nghe anh di, chu s& hoc hoi duoc didu gi do diy.”

T6i cudi nhat. Han i hoc hoi rdi. Hoc céch dién don vao dai hoc 4, hay 1 hoc Lim thi nghiém hoa hoc. T6i khong nghi dén chuyén m bt cir thir gi



trong s6 d6. Chiing t6i déu im king trong bon muroi im phit sau d6, khi ngon niti ngdy cang gan hon.

Ching t6i di qua dai hoc Colorado ¢ Boulder. Toa nha Redbrick nh6 ra va sinh vién vdi balo trén lung c’y’khép moi noi. Alex thre su tin réng anh 4y ¢6
the vurot qua méic cam va tim mdt cong viée ¢4 lwong hau hinh dé anh khong phai song nghéo kho cho dén cudi doi a? That khong may la moi ngudi chi
can nhin vao hinh xam ctia anh dy thdi [a s& d4 anh ay ra khéi clra ngay 1ap tirc.

“Anh phai dén chd 1am trong mot tiéng nita nhung anh s& thu xép chd & cho chi trude.” Alex vira ndi vira d5 xe.

Toi biét ring anh Ay im viéc & mdt xudng stra chira 6 t6 dé c6 thé chi tra cho dong hoc phi va ng ciia nha nurdc.

“N6 day roi.”” Anh ndi va chi vao cn nha trude mit. *"Tu casa (Nha cia chi).”

Cai toa nha tam tﬁr}g tron chuéng miét trong giéng nhu cai 16i ngd ndy ché goi cho toi mdt ty cam gidc ndo goi ki nha ca nhung thdi ké, sao ciing dugc.
T6i voi lay cai tii 161 di theo Alex vao nha.

“Mong ring ddy 1a khu nghéo khé ciia thi trdn ndy boi vi em phat m khi phai ¢ voi ngudi gidu.” Toi noi.

“Anh khong s6ng trong nhung lua, néu d6 12 y ciia chit. Pay 1 toa nha duoc tro cp cho sinh vién.”

Ching t6i di thang méy 1én tang bén. Hanh lang c6 mixi nhur pizza mdc vy, con trén tham thi 16 chd vét ban. Hai ¢6 nang nong bong trong trang phuc thé
thao di qua chiing t6i. Alex mim cudi v6i ho. Nhin phan tmg mo méng ctia ho, cha c6 gi ngac nhién néu bong nhién ho ctii xuong va hon mit dat anh dy
budc qua.

“Mandi va Jessica, day 1a em ctia anh, Carlos.”

“Xin chaao, Carlos.” Jessica nhin tOi tir dAu dén chan. Toi da timg dén nhitng truong dai hoc dy nhimg ¢6 nang “thém khét” va chéin chic day B mot
trong so do.

“Sao anh khong néi v6i bon em cau Ay hot nhur vay?”
“N6 dang hoc cip ba.” Alex canh béo ho.

Anh &y 14 b6 16i chéic? “Cudi cp.” Toi thbt lén, mong ring ho s& quén di réng t6i khong phai k sinh vién dai hoc. “Vai thang nita thoi  t0i dt muroi tim

101

“Ching ta s& t6 chirc modt bita tiéc sinh nhét.” Mandi noi.

“Tét qué. VAy hai ban s& i nhitng mon qué sinh nht cia t6i chir?”

“P6 Ia néu Alex khong phién.” Mandi noi.

Alex phiy tay ma di ra chd khc.” Anh s& gip rc rdi néu tham gia vao chuyén nay nit.”

Lan nay, ca hai co gai déu cudi. Roi ho di xudng, sau khi da nhin lai va vay tay chio toi.

Ching t6i di vao can ho ciia Alex. Chic chin 1 anh 4y khong song trong nhung Iya rdi.

Mot chiée girong doi véi chlec chin mong bang Iong ciru méu den & mot phia ctia phong, mdt chiée ban véi bon cai ghé & bén phai cng voi mot cai ibép
qué nh6 cho hai ngudi & gan cira ra vio. Pay con  khong phai la mbt cén phong mot giwong ngu nua day 1 mdt phong thu 4m, va n6 rat nho nita. Alex
chi vao cai clra bén canh giudng, “Day 1 phong tim, chi ctr dé db dac ctia minh vao t quén 40.”

T6i ném tiii ctia minh vao trong tii rdi di sdu vao trong can ho.

“A, Alex, anh mudn emngi & dau?”

“Anh da muron ctia Mandi mot chiée giwong gip.”

“A, ¢6 nang d& thirong ™ Téi nhin lai cin phong mdt lan nita. Hoi con & Chicago, t6i, Alex va Luis con sdng trong mdt cin phong nhé hon nhiéu,

“TV dau?” Toi hoi.

“Lamgico.”

Chét tiét. That t&. “Thé bay gios lic budn chan thi em phai hmsao?”’

“Thi doc sach di.”’

“Anh dién r6i. Em khong doc séch.”



“Thé thi mai doc di,” anh éy n6i khi mg cira s dé khong khi vao. “Anh d nhén duge ban sao hoc ba ctia em. Ngwoi ta hi vong em s& dén céip ba
Flatiron vao ngay mai.”

Trudng cép ba 42 Anh trai to1 dang noi Vé truong u. Troia, ching c6 dira con trai muoi bay tudi nao nuon nghi vé diéu do ca. Toi nghi it nhét thianha ay
cting nén cho t01 mot tuan nghi dé diéu chinh lai nhip song khi & M§. Thoi thé thay d6i rdi. “Anh cit quin 4o & dau viy?” Toi ndi, méc du biét ring anh dy
sép hét kién nhn rdi. “Anh nén néi véi em ngay tir dau dé em do phai di loanh quanh tim”

“Khong c¢6 dau ma tim”

“Okay, viy bdy gio gi ndo giao dich hang cAm voi anh vay?”

“May khéng biét duoc d4u Carlos. Vi tao khong lam tro ddy nira.”

“Anh da néi 2 anh lam viéc ma. Cha 18 anh khong kiém tién 4?2

“C6, nhung tién tao dé an dé hoc va dé giri vé cho me.”

Ngay khi t6i vira tlep nhin thong tin thi canh ctra cén ho mo ra. Ngay p tire t0i nhn ra do6 1 ¢6 ban gii toc vang cu anh trai t6i voi mot tay camkhoa
va Vi, con tay kia cammit ci gio to mau ndu. C6 a 4y nhur mdt con bup bé Barbie vdy. Anh trai t6i cAm Ry c4i gio va hon cd. Trong ho nhur thé da két
h6n 161, “Carlos, déy I Brittany.”

C6 Ay mo rong vong tay va kéo t6i lai gan. “Carlos, that mirng khi em & day!”

C6 &y noi nhur ¢6 vii viy. Toi gin nhur da quén mit ring 6 Ay timg 1 thinh vién di c6 vii khi & trung hoc, nhung ngay khi 6 dy vira cét 1oi thi t0i khong
theé khong nhd ra diéu nay.

“Ai mirng c0?”” t6i n6i mdt cach khic nghiét.

C6 Ay i lai. “Em. Va ca Alex nita. Anh Ay rét nhé cam gidc quiy quén bén gia di

“Thé co4.”

Cb 4y hiing giong va trong hoi lo ing. “Unm. .. dugc 1di, 4, chi mang cho hai ngudi it @6 Trung Qudc an trua. Chéc hai ngudi déi Emroi”

“Bon em Ia ngudi Mexico,” t6i néi. “Tai sao chi khdng mang dd 3n Mexico?”

Dai 1ong mau dugc tia hoan hao ctia Brittany nhiu vao. “P6 1a cau ndi dua thdi phai khong?”

“Khong han.”

C6 4y dira phia bép. “Alex, anh gitip em ngoai nay dugc khong?”

Alex xuat hién voi dbng dia gidy va d dung bang nhua trong tay.

“Chu lai lam sao vay Carlos?”

T6i nhiin vai. “Ché sao ca. Em chi hoi ban gai anh 12 tai sao chi 4y khong goi @6 Mexico thoi. C6 vé chi y nghi hoi théi qua.”

“Chu cur xir tir t& di va hily n6i cam on thay vi khién c6 4y khong vui.”

Thé 12 d 10 anh &y dimg vé phia ai. DA c6 lic Alex noi anh dy gia nhdp hoi Latino Blood chi dé bao v ca gia dinh, cho nén toi va Luis khong can gia
nhdp theo. Nhung t6i ¢6 the thiy rang gia dinh ching c6 nghia Ii gi v6i anh dy ca. Brittany gio tay 1én cao. “Emkhong muon ca hai tranh ¢i viem "C6 ay
cam ti Ién va thd dai. “Em nghi tot hon hét 1a minh nén di va dé€ ca hai lam quen lai tr dauw.”

“Ding di,” Alex n6i.

Oi lay chia, t0i nghif anh &y hoan toan dé Brittany déit mii rdi. “Alex, dé chj 4y di néu chi &y mudn. DA dén ic dé anh 4y thodt ra khoi nhig rang budc
ma cd ay tao ra.

“Khong sao dau. That ms, “cd Ay n6i, sau d6 hon anh trai toi. “An trua di, 1di em s& gip lai anh vao ngay mai. Tambiét, Carlos.”

“Uh-huh. “Ngay khi c6 dy roi khoi, t6i cam Ry ci tii miu ndu dat trén ké bép va dat nd 1én ban. Toi doc nhéin méc trén timg hop. Carigi... caribo. ..
pu-pu platter. “Pu-pu platter 1a gi vay?”

“Do 1a mdt loai mon an khai vi," Alex gidi thich.

Toi s& ching bao gid ding cai gi ¢6 chit pu-pu ca. Toi cam thiy kho chiu khi n tham chi anh trai t6i con biét pu-pu platter ki cai gi. Toi dé cai hop dy



riéng ra rdi xtic mjt miéng day nhitng mén Trung Qudc ma ti biét va an ngéu nghién. “Anh c6 an khong?” Toi hoi Alex. Anh dy nhin toi nhur thé toi i
mot nguoi xa la.

“Chuyén gi thé?” T6i hoi.

“Chi biét i Brittany khong di dau ca ma.”

“Thi van dé [ thé do. Anh khong thdy 42"

“Khong. Cai ma anh thiy 1 thing em trai mudi bay tudi ctia minh dang cur xir nhur mot thiing nhéc nim tudi. A dén e phai lon rdi ddy nhoc con.”
“Lén Ién dé tré thanh céi thir t& nhat chét tiét nhur anh 42 Khong nhé cam on.”

Alex cam chia khoa lén.

“Anh di dau vay?”

“Di xin 161 ban g, rdi sau do6 di im. Cr & yén trong nha di,” anh Ay néi, quéing cho toi chia khoa can hd. “Va trénh xa ric rdira.”

“Ngay khi anh n6i chuyén véi Brittany,” t6i noi khi cin miéng trimg cudn cudi cting, “Tai sao anh khéng hoi c6 4y con mon trimg khong nhi?”
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Chuwong 2: Kiara

“Kiara, t6 khong thé tin duroc i anh ta lai nhén tin— cau bi d4 161, cau ban than Tuck cia ti n6i sau khi doc ba dong ngin ngii trén di dong ciia toi
trong lc ngoi xuong céi ban trong phong “Co gang 1én nhé. Xin 1oi. Bimg ghét anh.” Cau dy ném chice dién thoai lai cho 61 “Cuoi cing thi anh ta cling
nodi ra. Nhung “Duing ghét anh” 4?7 Pua nhau a. Tat nhién la cau s€ ghét anh ta ro1.”

T6i ndim trén giurong va nhin chim chém vao dién thoai, nhé vé ny hon dau ciia t6i va Michael. N6 dién ra trong mdt concert mila hé ngoai troi & Niwot
dang sau xe ban kem dao. “T¢ da tirng thich anh ay.”

“Chep, con t6 thi chura bao gior. Pimg tin vao bt cir ai cau gip & phong chd trong vin phong ctia bac sitri lidu cta cau.”

“Anh dy chi dira em trai dén thoi.”

Tuck chura bao gioy thich mdt chang trai ndo ma t6i hen ho cting ca. Cau dy 16i ra mot quyén 56 dau lau xwrong chéo miu hong tir ngiin kéo ciia toi. Cau
ay lac lac ngdn tay trd trudc mat toi. “Pung bao gio tin vao mit g ndi yéu cdu ngay trong budi hen thir hai. Di€u ndy da tirng xdy ra voi t6. N6 hoan
toan la mot tro dua.”

“Tai sa0? Cau khong tin vao viéc yéu tir c4i nhin dau tién u?”

“Khong. T4 tin vao ham muén tir c4i nhin dau tién. Va ca sy cubn hit niva. Nhung yéu thi khong. Michael n6i yéu cau chi vi anh ta nghi im thé s& gitp
anh ta tho tay vao quan cau dugc thoi.”

“Lamsao cau biét duoc?”

“T6 1a con trai, va d6 14 i do vi sao t6 biét.” Tuck gian dit. “Cau chwa am thé véi anh ta phai khong?”

“U chura,” t6i vira ndi vira Fic ddu dé nhin manh cau tra 1oi. Chiing t6i von lan nhau nhung toi khéngﬂrruén tién dén budc tiép theo. Toi chi 1, ma toi
ciing khong biét nita. ... t6i chi 1A chwra sin sang. Toi d4 khong nhin thiy hay néi chyén véi Michael ké tir khi bat dau nim hoc mdi vao hai tuan trudc. )
Chac chén r0i, chiing t6i c6 nhan tin vai lan, nhung anh ay lu6n n6i minh ban va s€ goi cho t6i khi anh ay ranh rang mdt chut. Anh ay 14 hoc sinh cudi cap
¢ Longmont cach day hai muoi phit va t6i hoc & Boulder, nén t6i da nghi rang anh dy ban voi may viéc ¢ truong. Nhung gior 01 da bict rang li do ching
t01 khong noi chuyén khong phai 1 vi anh ta ban. D96 1a bdi vi anh &y muon chia tay.

Vimét c6 gai khac a?

Vi t61 khong du xinh dep?

Vi t6i khong ngii v6i anh 4y?
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Lido khong thé 14 vi toi bi n6i Eip. Toida cd stra ca mia he va t0i da khong bi néi lap nita ké tir thang sau. MJi tuan t6i déu di  gap bac sitri liéu, mbi
ngly toi déu tap ndi trude guong, mdi i phut 61 d&u ¢ y thire duoc tat ca nhitng tir phat ra tir miéng t6i. Trude ddy toi luon lo ling mbi khi 16}, khi phai
cho doi nhitng c4i nhin béi rdi tir nguoi d6i dién va sau do s la "0, t& hiéu - ¢6 4y c6 van dé ve ndi chuyén. Sau do nira la mdt cai nhin kiéu nhur rat Ay
lam tiéc. Sau sau nira a nhan dinh "Chéic héin c6 ta bi ngd ngin". Hodic 13, trong truong hop miy ¢6 nang ¢ trudng t6i, viéc t0i néi Bip 1 mot thi vui cia
ho.

Nhung gior thi toi khong con néi lp nita.

Tuck ciing blet ring nAm nay toi da quyét tam s& thé hién it tyr tin ciia 01— it ma t0i chura bao gio thé hién ra véi i tré con & truong, Toi da timg rat
nhut nhat va séng ndi tim trong sudt hai ndm 6 trung hoc, boi vi t6i c6 ndi so hii ring moi ngudi s& dem tit ndi Bip cta t6i ra im trd dua. Tir bay gio,
thay vimot Kiara Westford dwoc nhé la nhit nhat, ho s& nh6 t6i tdi nhur la mot con nguroi khong ngai ndi théng, T6i ching hé quan tAm t&i viée chia tay
v6i Michael nita. Thye ra t61 d& tirng nghi rang chung t6i s& téi Homecoming cting nhaw, va con promnifa. ..

“Ding ngay viéc nghi vé Michael di,” Tuck yéu cau.

“Anh dy rat d& thurong,”

“O nhur mbt con chdn 1ong 14, nhung t6 khong mudn hen ho voi nd dau. Cau tdt hon anh ta nhidu. Dimg ré ring ban than cau nhu thé.”

“Nhin t6 ndy,” t6i bao cau dy. “Ddi mit voi thuc t& di Tuck. To khong phai Madison Stone.”

“Ta on chua. T6 ghét Madison Stone.”

Madison da gifp cum tir “mean girl” (¢4 nang X4u tinh) vuron lén mt tAng cao moi. Co nang ndy gioi i bat cir cai gi ma ¢ 4y cb ging va c6 thé dé dang
duoc ton Ién im nit hoang boi phin 16n cac ¢6 nang ndi tiéng trong trrdng. Mbi ¢d gai déu mudn trd thanh ban véi ¢d nang dé ho c6 thé di choi voi mbt
dam that “cool”. Va Madison tao ra dam “cool” do.

“Moi nguoi déu thich ¢6 y.”

“D6 1a viho e so ¢d dy. Ho ghét c6 dy mdt cach thamkm” Tuck bét dau viét nguech ngoac rmy chit 1én cudi s6 rdi dira né cho toi. “Day,” cau 4y noi,
sau d6 ném cho t6i mdt cai bt. Toi nhin vao trang gidy. “QUY LUAT HAP DAN” dugc viét & trén cling, va mt dudng ké dai duogc kéo xudng giita

trang,
“Gi day?”
“Ghi nhitng diéu tuyét nhit vé cau & cot trai.” Ciu dy dang dua 42 “Khong”

“Thoi ndo, bit dau viét di. Cr coi nhur dy B mot bai tip dé tur gip ban than cAu, va | mdt céch dé cAu nhin ra réng nhitng ¢6 gi nhur Madison Stone
thim chi con khong hap dan. Hay hoan thanh cau 76i, Kiara Westford thdt tuyét voi vi... di.”

Toi biét Tuck s& khong dé viée nay cir thé troi di, nén t6i viét méy thir ngé ngin vao va dua nd cho cau y. Cau iy doc va néi mot cach ryt re. “76i,
Kiara, that tuyét voi vi... 101 bict ném bong, thay dau cho 6 t6, va leo niii. Ughhh, bon con trai khong quan tim may thir v van ndy dau.” Cau dy giang
cai but tir tay t0i, ngdi & mép girdng va bat dau viet mot cach hung dir.

“Chung ta s& bt dau tir nhimg thir cain ban nht. Cau s& phai do d6 hép din qua ba phan dé c6 duogc két qua day di nhat.”

“Ai dinh ra nhitng quy ludt d6?”

“T6. Pay 1a quy luat hép dan ciia Tuck Reese. PAu tién chiing ta bt dAu vai tinh cach. Cau thong minh, vui tinh va biét cach mia mai,” cau 4y ndi, gach
ra tirng di€u mdt trong cudn soO.

“Té khong chic tit ca nhimg diéu d6 déu tot.”

“Tin t& di, ching | t6t ddy. Nhung tir tir, t¢ da xong dau. Cau con i mdt ngudi ban trung thanh, cdu chiu don nhan théch thirc hon phin 16n nhitng thing
con trai ma t& blet, va cgu con la mit nguoi chi gai tuyét voi d6i voi Brandon.” Cau 4y ngéng miit nhin 1én khi da viét xong. “Phén thir hai i cac ki néng
cta cau. Cau biét chita 6 10, cau thich thé thao, va cau biét ltic ndo thinén imlang”

“Céi cudi ciing dau phai 1 ki nang.”

“Cung 4, tin t& di, d6 1 mot ki ning ddy.”

“Cau con quén mit mon salad rau chan vit va hat hd dao dac biét cia t6.” Toi khong biét ndu an, nhung salad lai luon i s¢ trudng cia toi.

“Cau biét kmmon salad ngon chét ngurdi,” cau &y ndi, ghi thém vao danh séch. “Puoc rdi, phin cudi clng — ngoi hinh ctia cAu.” Tuck nhin toi tir trén
xudng dudi dé danh gia.

Toi rén i, tr hoi khong biét bao gior céi trd ndy s& két thic. “Té cam giac nhu minh I mbt con bo sép duoc dem di ban dau gia.”



“U'tr, sao ciing duoc. Cau c6 mot lan da hoan my va cai miii cao hop vai vit cau. Néu t6 khong phéi i gay chéc t6's& cue ki mudn duoc...”

“Bo0.” Toi gat ban tay & trén to gidy ra. “Tuck, cau lim on c6 thé dimg néi hay viét cai tir diy duoc khong?”

Céu Ay hét toc ra khoi mét. “Tir g, vaa?”

“Ugh. U, tir d6 d6. Ctr n6i 1 ngure hay nii doi thoi, im on. Cai tir v nghe that i khiémnha.”

Tuck cudi hd hé va dao miét. “Okay, nguc. .. ddy dan” Caua 4y van cuoi, trong cue ki thich thi. “T6 xin 161, Kiara, chi 1 n6 nghe nhu 1 cai gi d6 cau s&
nuréng cho bita trwa BBQ hodic cai ma ciu s& yéu cau tir thue don.” Cau 4y con gia vo cudn sd cia t6i 1 thyre don vi ciu dang gia giong theo ngit diéu
Anh-Anh.

T6i ném Mojo, con gau teddy to mau xanh bién ctia t6i vao du Tuck. “Cir coi ddy [ yéu cau c4 nhin va chuyén sang myc khéc di”

Mojo bét sang bén phai cau 4y va roi xudng san. “Chén dai, va 16ng mi ciing dai.”” Cau Ay nhin chiim chim hai ban tay t6i va nhan miii lai. “Khong ¢6 y i
dau nhung cdu co thé thir str dung cai gitia mong tay.”

“N6 1a cai d6 d6 477 Toi hoi.
“Té khong biét. Nhung cau ¢6 thé nghiné 1 cai gi khac 42”
Toi lic dau.

“Okay, vdy Ia by gio ching ta da biét cau tuyét nhu thé ndo, ching ta cin 13p mjt danh sach vé cau mudn nhimg chang trai nhur thé ndo. Ching ta s&
Viét vao mit sau ctia trang ndy. Chiing ta hity bét dau véi tinh cach. Cau mudn mdt chang trai ma. .. dién vao chd trong di”

“T& mubn mdt anh chang ty tin. Thye sy tu tin.”

“Tbt,” cau dy noi, viét vao gidy.

“T¢ mubn mot anh chang 6t bung voi t6.”

Tuck tiép tuc viét. “Anh chang tot bung.”

“Té mudn mdt anh ching thong minh,” t6i thém vao.

“Thong minh kiéu dudng phd hay kiéu sach vo?”

“C4 hai ching?” T6i hoi, khong biét cau tra 1i nhur thé 1 diing hay sai.

Caudy vo nhe dau t6i nhu the t01 [a mot dira con nit vay. ‘Tot Ching ta hy chuyén sang phan Kindng” Cau Ay ngit luon khong dé t6i kip y kién. Toi
thiy cling 6n thoi. “Té s& viét phan nay cho cau. Cau s& mudn mdt anh chang ¢4 cac kindng giong cu, va ca nhimg ki néng khac nita. Ngudi ma ciing
thich thé thao, 6 thé it nht ton trong s thich stra chita nhimg thir ngd ngén nhur con xe cii ki clia cau, va...”

“Chét.” T6i nhay khoi girong, “Té suyt quén mét. TG can di vao thi trén va By méy thir & xudng sira chira 6 t6.”

“Lam on dirng néi voi to 1a cau di léy c4i xtc xic mo nhat dé treo 18n kinh chiéu hau nhé.”

“N6 khong phai 13 cai xtic xéc md nhat. N6 3 mdt ci radio. Va 1 mdt cai kiéu vintage.”

“Oi lay troi. Mot céi radio vintage dé hop véi céi 6 t6 vintage ctia cau!” Tuck n6i mdt cach mia mai rdi v0 tay trong sw vui mimg gia tao.

Toi ddo mét nhin cau dy. “Co mudn di véi to khong?”

“Khong,” Cau ay dong cudn so lai va dé no lai lén ban cua t61. “Picu cudi cung trén doi ma t& muon [am 1 ra ngoai va nghe cau ndi vé 6 t6 véi nhitng
nguoi thue sy quan tim dén diéu d6.”

Sau khi dua Tuck vé nh, t0i mt thém muoi im phit nita dé dén xudong sira chira 6 t6 McConnell. Toi dé 6 t0 & d6 va di tim Alex, mdt trong nhimg
tho may, dang chii dau Ve}o d@pg co cuia mf),t con VW Beetle. Alex la mdt trong nhitng hoc sinh ctia b toi. N:glm ngoai, sau mdt hoc ki, bd t6i phat hién
ra Alex c6 thé stra 6 t6. Ong lién bao anh dén s6 1972 Monte Carlo noi ma t6i stra xe, va Alex da gitip t6i phan nao.

“Chao Kiara.” Anh 4y lau tay vio gié vao bao t6i doi trong lic anh di Iy céi radio ctia t6i. “N6 ddy,” anh ni khi mé hop ra. Rdi anh 16i céi radio ra va
b6 di miy tim xop khi. Day cap dang thoi ra tir dng sau nhu miy cai dng sy, nhung no thit hoan hao. Téi biét i minh khong nén hao himg nhur thé chi
Vi cai radio, nhung cudc dua s& khong hoan thanh néu thiéu n6. Cai radio ¢6 sin ctia xe toi ching bao gid hoat ddng ca va I6p nhira bén ngoai thi bi vo,
nén Alex da tim trén mang cho t6i mot cai chinh hiing dé thay thé.

“Anh chura kiém tra n6 duroc,” anh n6i khi dang Fc Fic miy cai diy dé dam bao I cac dau ndi van on. “Anh phai ra san bay don cau em trai, nén anh



khong dén sém dugc.”

“Cau Ay tir Mexco dén day du lich 42" T6i hoi.

“N6 khong du lich. N6 s& trd thanh hoc sinh néim ba tai Flatiron tir ngaty mai,” anh 4y n6i khi dién vao hoa don. “Em ciing hoc & ddy phai khong?”
Toi git dau.

Anh 4y @ cai radio lai vao trong hdp. “Cé can anh giip Fip n6 vao khong?”

Toi khong nghi thé trrdc khi ti ¢6 thé nhin nd thit gan, nén gioy t6i khong chic Em

“C6 thé,” t6i ndi voi anh dy. “Lan trude khi han, em da khién n6 thanh mdt mé hon don.”

“Thé thi dirng tra tién voi,” anh n6i. “Néu mai sau khi tan hoc ¢ thoi gian, qua ddy anh Eip cho. Lam thé thi anh ciing ¢6 thém thoi gian dé kiém tra.”
“Camon anh, Alex.”

Anh 4y nging d4u lén khoi to hoa don va dép dap cay but vao quéy. “Anh biét né nghe hoi dién rd, nhung em c6 thé chi cho em trai anh dwong 16i quanh
truong dugce khong? Anh ching bict ai nita ca.”

“Chiing em ¢6 chwrong trinh ban hudng dan & trudng,” t0i ni, cam thay tw hao vitoi ¢6 thé giip. “Em c6 thé gip anh & phong higu trurdng vao budi sang
va ki xAc nhan tré thanh ban huréng dan cia cau ay.” Kiara ctia ngay xwa quéa nhit nhat va khong bao gior dura ra 16i chio moi, nhung Kiara ctia hém nay
thi khong the.

“Anh phéi canh bao em truée 1. ..”

“Canh béo gicoa?’

“Em trai anh khong d& dbi pho dau.”

Toi cudi toe, boi Tuck da chira réng “T6i chiu don nhan thach thire.”

Ban dang doc truyén Quy Ludt Hap Dan duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull(dot)Net.

Chuwong 3: Carlos

“Em khong can ban huréng dan.”

Pay Ia nhitng 11 d4u tién phat ra tir t6i khi thdy House, Hiéu trudng trudng cp ba Flatiron, giéi thiu toi voi Kiara Westford.

“Ching t6i tyr hao v& churong trinh huéng dan ctia minh,” thiy House ni voi Alex. “Chiing gitip qua trinh chuyén t6i ngdi trrong méi dwoc thuan loi hon.”
Anh trai t6i gat dau. “Em thi khong ¢ vin d& gi. Em ciing thich y tuong do.”

“Em thi khong,” t6i ]émbém T6i chéing can ban hudng din chét tiét gi ca vi (1) qua cdi cach Alex chao Kiara vai phit tru6e thi 1 rang la anh t6i biét ¢b
ay, va (2) co gai nay chiang hot gi cé; c6 ay budc toc dudi ngyra, di doi bot leo i bang da, méic quan ngd voi cai 1o gd Under Armour dang sau mong,
va cai a0 phong ctia c6 y thi trim tir ¢6 dén mong voi tir “MOUNTAINEER” ¢ mit 4o, va (3) toi khong can mt ngudi trong tré, dac biét khi do Ia
nguoi ma anh trai toi sap xep.

Thiy House ngdi trén chiéc ghé da to mau ndu va da Kiara mdt ban copy thoi khoa biéu cia ti. Tuyét, vy bay gio co gai ndy biét t6i phéi im gl mdi
gidy trong ngay. Néu tinh huong nay khong dugc goi la nhyc nha, thi it ra n6 cling that la nuc cuoi

“Péy la mt ngdi trudng lon, Carlos,” thdy House néi nhur thé t0i s& khong thé tur tim dugc duong vdy. “Kiara 1 mot hoc sinh grrong miu. Em 4y s& chi
cho em ti dyng d6 va dua em t6i tirng 16p hoc ctia em trong suot tuan dau tién em & day.”

“Ban d sin sang chura?” C6 nang hoi ti voi nu curdi toe toét. “Chudng da kéu rdi ddy.”

Liéu t6i c6 thé yéu ciu mdt ban hudng dan khic khong, ai d6 khong to ra that vui vé khi phai & truong vao lic 7.30 sang?
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Alex vay tay tam biét t6i, va t6i cuc ki muén duoc gio ngdn tay gitta voi anh Ay, nhung t6i khong chic [ thay hiéu truong s& danh gia cao diéu dy.

Toi di theo hoc sinh grong AU VA0 trude tiérl sanh tréng khong va ti nghi réng}éi vira tién vao dia nguc. Ti dung db ;(ép thanh timg ddy ¢ trong sanh
va céc chir ki ¢ trén khap cac birc twong. Cho nay thi “UNG HO KAHN! —HAY BAU CHO MEGAN KAHN TRO THANH CHU TICH HOI
HQC SINH” va cho khaic~ thi “JASpN TU - THU QU\{ HOI HOC SINH CUA BAN !”’dan_g hién }én Vo1 cac chN& ki con lai tir nl}frng ngudi thue sy
muon “TAO DUNG NI:IUNG T[EU CHUAN CHO BUA TRUA CUA HOC SINH CO DAY DU DINH DUONG HON — HAY BAU CHO
VIEC TAO DUNG TIEU CHUAN.”

Bita trua dinh dudng hon a?

Hur, cr Mexico thi hoc sinh phai &n nhfrng gl ma minh rmng’tl‘r nha hodc bat C}'I céi‘gi duoc dat trude mit ban. Ch'img, ¢0 su lra chon nao khac. Noi ma
01 song & Mexico thi ban phai an dé song chir dimg néi dén chuyén con lo ling ve calo hay carb. Ngudi ta khong song nhur vua chiia & Mexico. Noi cho
ctng thi cling nhur & M, trong ba mdt bang & Mexico cting c6 nhirng khu giau ¢6 & mdi bang... nhung gia dinh t6i chi Ia khong ¢ trong nhirng khu do.
Toi khong thuoc vé truong cap ba Flatiron, va t6i cting chic rang minh khong mudn di theo c6 gai nay sudt ca tuan. Toi tur hoi hoe sinh grong mau nay
¢6 thé ¢b ging nhidu thé ndo trude khi quyét dinh bo cude va bién di. C6 4y chi t6i ta dung dd ctia minh va t01 nhet d6 cta minh vao trong, “Ta do cta
t& cach cu hai tu,” ¢6 dy thong bao clr nhur the do 1 mot dicu tot viy. Khi toi san sang, cing lie do thi ¢6 dy da nghién ctru xong thoi khoa bicu cta t6i
va di vé cudi sanh. “Ldp ctia thay Hennesey ¢ ngay day thoi.”

"Dosnde estas el servicio?" (Nha vé sinh & dau nhi?) T6i hoi co y.

"Ha? T4 khong biét tiéng Tay Ban Nha. Je parle francais - t6 n6i tiéng Phap co."

"Tai sa0? C rat nhidu nguoi Phap sdng & Colorado a?"

"Khong, nhung t& mudn ndm hai dai hoc minh s& di du hoc mot hoc ki nhur me t¢ da lam."

Me t6i thi tham chi con chura tdt nghiép trung hoc. Ba y mang thai Alex va cudi cha toi.

A "

"Cau hoc mdt thir tiéng ma cu s& chi dimg cho mdt hoc ki thdi u? Vi t6 thi diéu ndy nghe that ngd ngAn." Toi dimg lai khi di t6i canh cira ¢6 ki hiéu
nam duoc v& ¢ trén. Toi chi vao canh cira. "Servicio 1a nha vé sinh... T¢ muon hoi nha vé sinh & dau."

"Oh." C6 4y trong hoi bdi rbi, nhur thé ¢6 Ay khong biét chinh xéc im sao dé xoay x& v6i sur chénh léch ciia thoi khoa biéu. "A, 6 nghi | t6 & chd cau &
day."

DA dén lic vui dia mjt chit véi ¢6 ban hudng din cta toi. “Trir khi ciu mudn vao bén trong va dan t6 di xung quanh ddy. .. y ¢ 1, 6 khong biét lidu
viéc ctia ban hudng dan c6 bao gom cai d6 khong,”

“Khong bao gdm dau.” C6 dy biu mdi nhur mt ¢b nang chanh chua va e dau. “Di di. Té s& doi.”

Trong nha vé sinh, t6i dat tay minh Ién bon rira tay va hit hot hoi sau. Tét ca nhitng gi t6i thiy trong tim guong dat trén bon rira 3 mot chang trai co mot
gia dinh chang ra sao cd. bang & ra t6i nén néi thing v6i me t6i s that i t6i da bi sa thai khoi nha mayVlbao ¢ cho ¢4 bé Emilie Juarez murdi lim tudi
khoi sir quiy rdi tir mdt trong nhitng nguoi giam sét. Da qua t€ cho ¢6 bé khi phdi bo hoc di lam dé nuoi song gia dinh r6i. Khi 6ng ta nghi 6 ong ta c6 thé
dat ban tay ban thiu cua minh 1én c6 bé chi boi 6ng ta 1a sép, thi toi ndi dién Ién. U thi hanh dong d6 lam toi mét viéc. .. nhung né dang, va néu quay
nguoc lai thoi gian toi van s& im vAy di cho da biét trude hau qua.

Tiéng £0 cra mang ti 8 lai thye t, va thyre € chinh 14 61 duoc ho tong dén 16p boi mdt ¢6 gai dn mac nhur sép di leo niti. Toi khong thé tuong trong
dugc rang mt ¢6 gii nhur Kiara c6 bao gio lai can mdt chang trai bao vé, boi néu gi ndo de doa thi ¢4 nang hoan toan ¢6 thé Am g ta chét ngat v6i cai
4o quéa kho kia.

Canh cira k&o ket hé ra mot teo. “Cau cé & d6 khong?” Giong ciia Kiara vang vong khip nha vé sinh.

“CO'.”

“Cau sdp xong chura?”

Toi dao mét. Khi ti ra khoi nha vé sinh mot phit sau do va di lén cau thang, t0i nhdn ra ring ngudi ho téng cua t0i khong di theo. Co 4y dung & cai sanh
trbng réng va cai nhin chanh chua vAn hién hiru trén khuon mit. “Cau khong cn phai di nita ddu,” ¢6 dy ndi, c6 vé nhur dang rét khé chiu. “Cau dang cb
tri hoan.”

“Cau diing 13 thién tai,” t6i ndi thing, sau do lai di Ién cau thang, M6t diém cho Carlos Fuentes.

Toi nghe thy tiéng budc chin ctia c6 Ay dang sau t6i khi cb ging bét kip. Toi di xudng cai sanh thir hai, nghi im thé nao dé cit dudi ¢o ay.

“Cém on vi da khién t& bi mudn hoc qua Au ma ching vi li do gi c4,” ¢ 4y ni khi dang budc voi vang ddng sau toi.

“Pung d6 t6i cho t&. Té co mubn mot ngudi trong tré dau. Va cau nén nhd 1 t6 ¢6 thé tir tim duong duoc.”

“That u?” C6 ay hoi. “Boi vi cdu vira di qua phong hoc ciia thay Hennesey 161.”



Chét tiét.

Mot diém cho hoc sinh grong mau.

Diém 6 bay gio a 1-1. Van d& I t6i khong mubn hoa. Toi rruén théng . ma phai la thing d4m Toi khong thé khong cam thiy khé chiu khi thy tia vui
suéng 1oe Ién tir doi miét cia ¢6 nang huong dan Toi budce lai gan ¢0 ay, cue ki gan. “Cu da bao gio trbn hoc chura?”” T6i hoi c6 Ay, sur tinh quéi va ve
vn hién Ién trong giong n6i ctia t6i. Néu t6i mudn thoat khoi co 4y, t6i can phai gianh Iy quyén kiém soat.

“Chura,” cO éy n6i that chdm, trong c¢é vé lo léng.

Tt. T6i tham chi tén lai gan hon. “Thinh thoang chiing ta ciing nén thir,” Téi ndi nho, sau d6 mo ctra 16p hoc.

Toi nghe thiy tiéng c6 4y hit vao that siu. Nghe ndy, t6i khong yéu cau co duoc mot khudn mit va hinh thé ma moi co gai déu thdy hap dan. Nhung cam
on sy pha tron DNA ctia cha me t61, t6i ¢6 nhirng thir do, va t6i khong cam thay xau ho khi str dung ching. C6 khudn mit ma Adonis cling phai ngudng
mo Ia mdt trong nhiing loi the tdi co trong cude song, va toi tan dung loi the d6 bat ké khi nd 1a tot hay xau.

Kiara nhanh chong gi6i thiéu ti voi thay Hennesey, sau d6 ciing lai nhanh chong bude ra khoi 1op. Toi hi vong Ia chiéu tan tinh cva t6i da dudi duoc co
dy. Néu khong thi t6i s phai cb ging hon vao Jan sau vdy. Toi ngdi trong I6p toan va nhin mot lwot qua ca phong hoc. Tét ca nhitng hoc sinh & day déu
trong nhur thé ho dén tir nhirg nha & tang 16p thuong hru vay. Ngbi trudng nay khong gidng nhur Fairfield & ngoai 6 Chicago, noi mé t6i da sng trude
khi chuyén dén Mexico. O truong Fairfielk, ching t6i ¢6 ca nhitng dira giau va nghéo. Con truong Flatiron giong nhur mdt trong nhitng trueong tu dat tién
6 Chicago, noi ma tat ca hoc sinh déu mic dong phuc duoc thict ke va lai nhitng chice xe that dep.

Ching t6i da timg dem nhitng dira d6 ra am tro cuoi. Va bay gios thi t0i lai dugc bao quanh béi nhing dira nhu thé. Ngay khi tiét todn két thic. Kiara
da ding doi ¢ ngoai ctra 1op. Toi cam thay khong thé tin dugc.

“Thé ndo 16i?” C6 Ay cb hoi 4t di tiéng dn ctia nhitng ngudi dang voi vang di dén 16p hoc tiép theo.
“Cau s& khong mudn t¢ tra o1 that dau phai khong cung?”

“Chéc chén 1 khong roi. Théi nao, ching ta chi c6 nam phit théi.” C6 a ay vay tay qua dam déng hoc sinh. Toi di theo sau, ngim nhin tim toc dang dung
dua nhu dudi ngyra theo mdi bude di ctia ¢d y. “Alex da canh béo t6 ring cau b mot ké ndi loan.”

Cb 4y chura dugc nhin thiy dau. “Lam thé ndo ma cau biét anh trai t6?”

“Anh 4y |2 mdt trong nhimg hoc sinh ctia b6 t6. Va anh 4y ciing gip t& v6i con xe t¢ dang sira nita.”

C ghi ndy lai hu cAu rdi. Stra xe 4? “Cau biét gi vé sira xe chir?”

“Hon cau ddy,” c6 4y n6i vong lai tir ding trude.

Toi cudi. “Mudn ca khong?”

“C6 thé.” Co dy dimg trude mdt 16p hoc. “Day 1a 1op sinh hoc clia cau.”

Mot ¢b nang siéu hot di qua ching t6i va budc vao 1op. C6 Ay miic mdt cai quan jean thit bo, va ca mdt céi a0 phdng con bo hon. “Wow, ai thé?”
“Madison Stone,” Kiara noi khé.

“Gioi thiéu t6 v6i ¢o dy di.”

“Taisao?”

Bai vi t6i biét diéu d6 s& am cau kho chiu. “Tai sao khong?”

C6 4y ghi chat quyén séch & trude ngue nhur thé chiing I chiée khién cta tim o gidp. “Cé nam i do nhay ra tir dau t6.”
T6i nhin vai. “Okay, liét ké ra di.”

“Khong c6 thoi gian dau, vi chubng sip kéu roi. Cu c6 thé tur gioi thidu ban thin véi cd Shevelenko durgc khong? Té vira nhd ra 1 minh da bo quén bai
tap tiéng Phap o ti dung do.”

“Thé thi cau di nhanh di.” Téi nhin vao c6 tay, méic dit khong co dong hd nhung t6i khong nghi 1 c6 4y s& dé y. “Chudng sip kéu rdi ddy.”
“Té s& gip cau & 16p hoc sau.” C6 Ay chay xudng sanh.

Trong 16p, 16i doi c6 Shevelenko ngAng dau 1én khoi mét ban va nhén ra t6i. C6 Ay dang nhin vao laptop, trong nhur dang giri email ¢4 nhén vay.



Toi héing giong dé co ay chiy. Co ay nhin t6i, 16i thay ddi churong trinh trén laptop. “Ngbi chd ndo ciing dugc. R 6i & diém danh trong mdt phiit
nita.” “Em [a hoc sinh moi,” t61 noi. CO ay 1§ ra nén tu phat hién ra bai vi toi dau ¢6 & trong 16p vao hai tuan trurde, nhung théi sao ciling duroc.

“Em A hoc sinh trao dbi tir Mexico 4?7
Khong hin. Téi a hoc sinh chuyén dén, nhung t6i khong nghii 1 ¢6 Ay quan tam dén chi tiét do.
“Vél]g a.’7

Toi khong thé khong chi § dén nhig giot md hoi lim tm trén ria mép ciia 0. Toi kha chédc chéin réng thé ndo cling s& c6 nguoi chit y dén dieu d6. Di
Consuelo ctia t6i c6 van d€ twong ty nhur the cho dén khi me 61 wax cho di.

“Emnéi tiéng Tay Ban Nha hay tiéng Anh khi & qué nha?” C6 Shevelenko hoi.

Toi tham chi con khong chic ring libu cau héi nay ¢6 duoc phép khong, nhung thoi sao ciing durgc. “Ca haia.”

C6 4y nging c6 va nhin khép 16p. “Ramiro, qua déy.”

Thing nhoc My Latinh ndy di déq bén ban gido vién. No 12 mdt phién ban cao hon ctia ban thin Alex, Paco. Alex va Paco da bi ban, va cudc sng ciia
toan bo chiing t6i da bi dao 1on hét ca. Roi Paco chét. Toi khong bict liéu ¢6 ai trong so ching t61 biet duoc day du dieu gi da xay ra. Ngay sau khi anh
trai toi ra vién, ching ti chuyén dén Mexico song voi gia dinh. Sau phat dan d6, khong c6 dicu gi trong tur Xy ra nita.

“Ramio, day Ia...” Co Shevelenko nhin qua toi. “Ténemla gi?”

“Carlos.”

C6 4y dao mét qua thing nhoc Ramio. “Cau dy va em déu 1 ngudi Mexico. Cac em s& trd thanh mdt ciip noi tiéng Tay Ban Nha.”

Toi theo Ramiro tré lai mot trong nhitng chiéc ban thi nghiém. “C6 4y noi that 42" Toi nghe thiy.

“Dai khai 1a that. Namngoai té nghe n6i Shevy By goi thing d6 1 Ivan.”

“C Ay con mit sau thing dé nhé duoc tén ciia mot dira dén tir Nga.”

“Shevy By 1a sa0?” T6i hoi.

“Pung nhin t¢,” Ramiro ndi. “C6 phai t& dit ra dau. C6 dy co biét danh Ay tir hai muroi nam trude roi.”

Chudng vao 16p da kéu roi, nhung moi ngudi van ndi chuyén. Shevy Bu da quay trd lai voi cai may tinh ctia ¢6 4y, ban ron véi cai email

“Tén t¢ Ia Ramiro, nhung nghe n6 dac sét Mexico nén moi ngudi goi td 1a Ram.”

Tén t6i cling ddc sét Mexico, nhung t6i khong cam thiy i minh can phai xem thuong nhimg gi thuc ctia minh va ddi tén thanh Carl dé c6 thé hoa hop.
Moi ngudi nhin vao t6i va bict toi 1a ngudi My Latinh, vy sao phai vo nhur minh khong phai?

T6i uon lubn cho rang Alex mudn trd thanh ngudi da tréing boi anh dy khong dé moi nguoi goi bang céi tén khai sinh, Alejandro.
“Tén t& i Carlos. Va cau c6 thé goi t6 1 Carlos.”

Bay gior thi t6i dang chi y t6 céu dy, toidéy réng Ram dang méic mjt cai 4o phong choi golf véi mot céi logo cua nguoi thiét ké. Gia dinh cau dy ¢6 thé &
Mexico nhung t6i ddm ca 13 chang & noi ndo gan cho cua gia dinh t6i dau.

“Vay ¢ noi ndy ¢6 gl vui khong?” Toi hoi cau dy.

“Pi choi ¢ Trung tam thirong mai Pearl Street, di xem phim, di bd duong dai, truot tuyét, chéo thuyén, leo nui, tiéc ting véi nﬁy ¢0 nang ttr Niwot va
Longmont.”

Trong nhitng thir d6 cha ¢6 thir gi vui, ngoai trir phén tiéc ting. Phia chéo ban ching t6i 14 ¢6 nang hot girl Madison. Cung véi cai o b sat, ¢6 by co
mai toc dai mau vang hoe, mdt ny cudi rang rd thdm chi c6 thé sanh ngang véi Brittany. Khong phdi ti c6 y gi véi ban gai ctia anh trai, nhung ho déu

thude kiéu khé c6 thé quén dugc. Madison truon qua ban. “Té nghe ndi cdu 1a hoe sinh moi,” ¢6 ay noi. “Té 1a Madison. Va caula...”

“Carlos,” Ram budt miéng trure khi toi kip n6i bat cir thir gi

“Té chic ring ciu Ay ¢ thé t gi6i thiéu ban thin ma Ram” ¢6 Ay xi mdt tiéng, sau do vén toc ra sau tai, dé 16 ra d6i khuyén tai bang kim crong na
thyre su ¢6 thé 1am chdi loa mit moi ngurdi néu anh miét troi chicu ding vao goc do cuia ching, C6 ay truon qua bén t6i va can moi dudi. “Cau Ia hoc sinh
mdi tr Meh-hee-co phai khong?”

T6i uon phat céu khi nhitng dira da tréing c6 ging phat 4m nhur thé ching nd dén tir Mexico. Téi tw hoi ¢d Ay con nghe dugc nhing gi vé t6i nita. “Si,”



(Phii) t6i n6i. C6 dy nhoén mi¢ng cudi mdt céch goi cam voi 01 01 truon nguwdi st hon vao. “Estas muy caliente.” (Cau rét hot) Toi nghi & ¢6 dy n6i toi
hot. Pay khc}ng phai 1 cach ching t6i n6i & Meh-hee-co, nhung t61 biet dai y Ia the. “Té can mdt gia su tieng Tay Ban Nha. Gia su an trude hoan toan
la mot ke that bai.”

Ram hiing giong. “Qué tipa! (Thét bai gi chir!) Cau khong can phai doan dau, t¢ chinh 13 gia sur lan trude diy.”

T6i van ngim nhin Madison. Cudc séng ctia ¢b Ay thit d& dang, va hién nhién co ay chang ¢6 van dé g voi viée pho treong nhitng gi minh c6. Ngoai lan
da banh mat, nhitng c6 nang Mexico ngoai lai i kiéu ura thich cua t6i, t6i doan ching thing ndo ¢6 thé chdng cyr trude Madison. Va ¢6 dy ciing biét diéu
do.

Khi mdt ¢b gai khac goi co 4y qua ban bén, t6i quay sang Ram. “Cau im gia sur cho c6 4y hay hen ho ¢6 Ay thé?” Téi hoi cau y.

“C4 hai. Doi khi 1 cting mot lic. Nhung ching t6 da chia tay tir hai thang trude. Nghe 101 khuyén ciia t¢ va tranh xa ¢6 Ay ra. C6 ta co thé cin dy.”
“Theo dung nghia den 47" T6i hdi, nhe rang cuoi.

“Thye sy thi cau s& khong mudn dén gan ¢6 Ay dé timra cau tra 1oi cho cau hoi do dau. Chi can biét I cho dén lic cudi ctia mdi quan hé, t6 trd thanh
hoc sinh va c6 ay trd thanh gia sur. Va t& dang khong noi vé tiéng Tay Ban Nha dau.”

“Estas sabrosa. (Pugc ddy) T4 s& ndm bét co hoi.”

“Ctr tyr nhién,” Ram ndi véi mdt cai nhin vai, boi Shevy By d ngdi ddy va bét dau bai giang. “Nhung dimg ni i t¢ da khong canh bao nhé.”

T6i khong Ién ké hoach dé trd thanh ban trai ctia ai ca, nhung t6i khong ngai mang mdt vai ¢o gai tir trudng Flatiron dén chd ciia Alex chi dé chimg minh
rang t6i hoan toan doi l3p véi anh ay. Toi nhin sang Madison va ¢6 dy mim cudi nhu the hira hen mot dicu gi @6 hon thé. Yeah, ¢6 y thit hoan hao dé
mang vé cho Alex. Co ay giong Brittany, nhung khong c6 vang hio quang nhur mét vi thanh trén dau.

Sau khi chju dyng c4c Iop budi séng, t0i da hoan toan sin sang cho bia trra. Khi chudng reo, i thay mimg khi Kiara khong doi & ngoai nhur ¢6 &y néi
To61 tho tay vao tu dung do 1y ra bira trura t6i goi tir tu lanh cuia Alex.

C6 thé 1a ban huéng dan cuia 101 da tir bo rdi. Diéu d6 that tuyét vdi t6i, ngoai trir viée t6i mét t6i mudi phit dé tim céing tin. Khi t6i budc t6i phong an
trua, t61 da chuén bi san tinh than I3 s& phai ngdi mdt minh cho dén khi t6i thay Ram vay t6i qua.

“Camon vi da bo roi td,” mdt giong noi cat lén tir sau lung toi.

Toi quay lai nhin ban huéng dan ctia minh. “Té ¢4 nghif 1 cu bo r6i.”

Cb 4y lic dau nhur thé do 1a didu ki cuc nhdt ma ¢6 Ay da timg nghe. “Tat nhién 1 t& khong bo. Té chi 1 khong ra duge som thoi”

“Té qua,” t6i n6i, t0 vé rat thong cam. “Néu biét thé thi t& da doi roi...”

“U phai.” C6 dy gat dau voi ci ban ciia Ram. “Ra ngdi véi Ram di. T6 thiy cau dy vy cau qua.”

T6i ném cho ¢6 Ay mdt c4i nhin kinh ngac. “Cau thure sy cho phép t6 ngdi voi cau dy a?”

“Céu c6 thé ngdi v6i t6,” co Ay n6i, nhur thé t6i s& chon ¥ twdng niy vdy.

“O khong, camon.”

“P6 diing a diéu t6 nghi.”

Khi Kiara dtmg trong dy xép hang mua d an, t6i di qua ban ciia Ram Toi dimg sau lung ghé khi Ram gi6i thiéu toi v6i ban bé clia cau dy, tt ca déu la
nhiing dira da trang trong nhur ban sao ctia nhau vay. Ho dang néi vé cac o gai, thé thao va nhitng doi bong yéu thich. Toi nghi ngd la c6 nguoi nao
trong s0 ho c6 thé ton tai it chi mot ngdy trong nha mdy duong & Mexico khong. Mot 56 dira ban ctia t6i kiém it hon murdi im d6 mdi ngay. Con dong
hd ctia miy dira & ddy chéc hén con co gié tri hon mAy nim tién lrong ctia ban toi.

Madison xuét hién & ban ching t6i khi Ram tr6 lai tir quiy do an. “Chao céc chang trai,” ¢b Ay noi.

“Bb me ¢ s& ra khoi thi trdn vao cudi tudn nay. Té cd mdt bira tiéc vao t6i thir sau néu cac cu mudn t6i. Chi 1 dimg ndi voi Ram diéu nay.”

Madison Ry vi va riit ra mit thoi son bong. C6 y nhing dau co vao nhicu lan, sau d6 chu moi lai va quét Ién moi. Khi toi nghi ¢6 dy da quét xong thi mdi
¢ dy tai mo ra thanh hinh chir O va xody cai co vong quanh. T6i nhin quanh xem c6 ai khac cting dang theo d6i man trinh dién son bong goi cam nay
khong. Chéc chan la co, hai nguoi ban ciia Ram da ngimg n6i chuyén, hoan toan tap trung vao Madison va tai ning dac biét cua c6 ay. Ramda quay lai
Vao tap trung vao viéc an miéng pepperoni pizza cla cau ay.

Mui huong tir d6i rmi cua Madison Kkhién t6i tap trung lai vao co Ay. “Carlos dé t6 viét thong tin ctia t& cho cdu,” co dy 16}, sau do léy ra mit cai but va

cam ly tay t0L Co ay Vlet 1én do sb dién thoa1 va dia ch1 nhu the ¢6 Ay b mdt nghé si Khi hoan thanh, ¢6 4y vAy theo kiéu lic Fic miy ngon tay, sau do
budc di ra ngdi cling iy ngudi ban ctia cd dy. Toi cin mdt miéng sandwich va nhin khip mot krot nha zn, tim kiém Kiara, ké anti-Madison. C6 iy



dang ngbi v6i mit gi c6 mai toc bl xii i xudng nyit. Ga ndy c6 chiéu cao va dang ngudi tamtamtm. D6 1 ban trai ¢6 Ay 42 Néu 1a vay thi toi thdy tiéc
cho chang trai ndy. Kiara I k1eu con gai mong mudn c6 ngudi ban trai phuc ting va quy dudi gbi minh. Con co thé va tri 6¢ t6i khong phuyc ting ai va t6i
tha chét khi phai quy dudi gdi ai d6.
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Chuong 4: Kiara

“Cong viéc hirdng dan thé ndo rdi?”” Me t6i hoi trong bita an ti. “Me thiy con da trong ngdng né sudt sang nay.”

“Khong hin 1 tt,” t61 n6i trong khi dira em trai t6i t& khin gidly thir ba boi nd lai day st spaghetti ra day mt.

Toi nhé lai vé tiét hoc thir tam, khi t6i c6 mit & 16p ciia Carlos thi cau ta d& bién di tir lic ndo ri. “Carlos da bo lai con hai lan lién.”
B4 61, mdt nha tim li hoc, ngudi ma luén cho ring con ngudi i nhimg méu vt dé phan tich, nhin may lai khi ong xtic thia d4u thir hai.
“Bo lai con u? Sao cau éy lai lam vay?”

Um.... “B6i vi cau ta nghi minh qué tuyét nén khong can phai duoc hd tdng quanh san truong”

Me vb nhe tay t6i. “Bo roi ban huéng dan ki khong ding ti ndo, nhung hiy kién nhan voi cau dy. Cau dy da phai chuyén truong, Dicu do that khong dé
dang g.”

“Me con ndi ding, Dimng chi trich thai qua thé, Kiara,” bd t6i noi

“Cau Ay chic hin chi dang c6 tim mdt noi phi hop voi minh. Alex d4 ghé qua van phong b sau khi tan hoc va b§ V6i cau Ay da c6 mdt cude ndi chuyén
kha lau. Pura tré t9i nghi¢p. Cau ay moi hai muroi thoi va gio day cau ay con phai phu trach dira em muroi bay tuoi.

“Tai sao mai con khong moi Carlos 61 ddy sau gio hoc nhi?”” Me 61 goi .
B4 t6i chi dia vé phia me. “Y kién tuyét ddy.”

T6i khé chiic ring con lu Carlos moi mudn dén nha t6i. Cu Ay thé hién & rang i cau Ay s& phéi chiu dung t6i ca tuan ndy vi cdu Ay bi bude phai im
thé. Ngay khi cong viéc hurdng dan ctia t6i két thic vao thir sdu ny, chac 1a cau ta s€ md tiéc an mirng, “Con khong biet.”

“Ctr am thé di,” me 61 n6i, K di sw ngdp ngimg ciia t6i. “Me s& im mon banh quy tir cong thirc mirt cam mdi mé Joanie cho me.”

Toi khong chéic 1 Carlos s& biét tran trong mon banh quy mirt cam 4y, nhung, .. “Con s& hoi cau dy. Nhung bd me ciing dimg ngac nhién néu cau 4y tir
chdinhé.”

“Pumg ngac nhién néu cau Ay nhan 101 con,” bd i ndi, dng ludn lac quan vay day.

Sang hom sau, khi t6i dra Carlos dén I6p giita tiét ba va bon, t6i cd gat di cing thing va hoi, “Cau c6 mudn qua nha t& sau khi tan hoc khong?”’

Céu 4y nhurén may Ién. “Céu dang moi t6 di choi a?”

T6i nghién ring, “Dirmg mo mong hdo huyén nhur thé.”

“Tét thoi, vi cu khong phéi kiéu t thich. T4 thich nhimg ¢6 nang goi cam va thiéu chit dau 6c.”

“Cau ciiing khong phai kiéu ciia t6,” t6i d4p tra. “Té thich nhitng anh chang thong minh va vui tinh.”

“T¢6 vui tinh ma.”

Toi nhin vai. “C6 thé i t& qua thong minh dé c6 thé hiéu sw vui tinh ciia cu.”

“Thé tai sao cau lai mi t6 t6i nha?”

“Me t6.... am banh quy.” T6i chi mudn tim ci 15 ndo dé chui xubng sau khi nhimg tir d6 phét ra. Ai lai mdi mot dira con trai t6i nha vi banh quy chir?

C6 thé 1 em trai t6i mudn, nhung n6 mdi dang hoc méu gido thoi. “No khong phai kiéu hen ho hay céi gi dai loai thé,” toi budt migng dé phong cau iy
nghi ring t6i dang Am thAm tan tinh cAu Ay. “Chi 14 vi. .. banh quy thoi.”
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Toi wée cude hoi thoai ndy quay lai tir dau khi toi chura néi, nhung thoi gian khong thé quay tré lai. Ching toi da dén ctra 10p va cau dy van chura tra Ioi.

“Té s& nghif v& 101 d& nghi ndy,” c4u Ay n6i, sau dé dé 6i lai mot minh. C4u ta s& nghi u? Nghe cir nhu thé viée ciu ta ddng ¥ qua nha t6i 1 cau ta dang
gitp 61 thay vi nguoc lai vay.

Khi dimg ¢ tt dymg d6 lic cudi ngiy, ltc t6i dang hi vong ciu ta s& quén mat I t6i da mdi qua nh, thi t6i lai théty cdu ta nghiéng ngudi dyra vao tuong,
dmg bang mdt chén va tay dut ti quan. “Loai banh quy gi thé?”

Trong tit ca nhimg cau hoi trén thé gian ndy, tai sao cdu ta lai phai hoi cau d6 co chir?
“Cam,” t61 no1. “Mut cam.”

Céu ta nghiéng gin hon vé phia t6i, nhur kiéu t6i n6i khong du to hay 16 rang vay.

“Cai gi camco?”

“Mut cam.”

“Huh?”

“Mut cam.”

Xin 16i nhung ching con cach ndo khic dé noi tir “mirt can”, va hai chit mkia qua gan nhau nén khi phat 4m nghe kha ngd ngin. Nhung it ra thi toi da
khong ndi lp.

(Gii thich chd nay chit nhé. Nguyén van cta tir mirt camma Carlos hdi | “marmalade”. ¢6 16 vi tir ndy hoi la v6i mdt nguoi tir Mexico nhur Carlos, voi
lai khi phat &m Kiara doc 1& ma-mo-Iét va Carlos thay phat &m cua cd ay nghe thé nao d6 nén budn cuoi.)

Céu 4y git dau. Toi c6 thé thiy 1o cau ta dang b giit khuon mét binh thudng, rdi nhu khong thé nhin duoc nita, cau ta cudi pha .
“Cau c6 thé p lai mdt Jan nira droc khong?”

“Dé cau dem t& ra Bmtrd cudi 4?2

“Uh. N6 tré thanh diéu duy nhét ma t& mong doi trong cude doi. Va tinh cd cau lai gitip 16 dat duoc diéu mong doi dy nita chir.”
Toi dong sim canh ctra th lai. “CAu chinh thirc khong dugc moi nita.”

Toi dinh bude di, nhung chot nhd ra | minh con quén bai tap trong tit dung do va lai phéi m6 n6 ra. Toi nhanh chong cam ly ba quyén séch minh can,
nhét chiing vao cap r6i di thang,

“Néuno 1a loai gép d6i s6-co-1a chip thi t& s€ t61,” cau ta goi voi sau toi 1di lai cudi.
Tuck dang doi t6i & chd dd xe ctia hoc sinh nim cubi. “Sao cau lau thé?”
“T¢ cai nhau voi Carlos.”

“Lai nita 4? Nghe nay Kiara, hom nay mdi chi 1 thir ba. Cau con phai chiu dung ciu ta nhitng ba ngity nita. Sao ciu khong bo cai tro hudng dan nay va
cham dut moi sy kho so di?”

I3
A9

“Boi vi d6 14 nhing gi ciu ra van mudn,” toi n6i trong khi vio trong xe va li xe ra khoi bi. “Téi khong mudn dé cau ta cam thiy thoa mén vi thing dugc
t6. Cau ta rat dang ghét.”

“Cau phai lim gi 46 dé cau ta nuGt nhitng 1vi n6i ctia minh vao chir.”

Caundi cua Tuck lam t6i loe 1én mot y turong, “Chinh nd! Tuck, cau [ thién tai,” t6i ndi mot cach hao hirng, Toi quay dAu mdt cach dut khodt.
“Ching ta di dau vay?”” Tuck hoi, rdi chi ra sau hng, “Nhé cau hudng ndy ma.”

Péu tién ching ta s& tdi cira hang tap hoa va cira hing dung cu McGuckin. T6 can mua nguyén liéu cho moén banh quy gap doi so-co-la chip.”

Toi curdi mot cach ranh miinh. “To s& ding ching dé bét Carlos nut 101 néi ctia cau ta vao.”
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Chuwong 5: Carlos

Vao thir tur, t0i ra khoi truong va dén thing xudng sira xe dé gip Alex. Ngay khi vira di ngang qua con phd, mdt con Mustang d6 dirng lai canh toi.
Madison Stone dang lai xe v6i 6 ctra kinh mo rong. Khi t6i dén gan thi c6 ay hoi toi dang di dau.

“Xurdng McConnell — noi anh trai minh dang im viée,” t6i ndi voi ¢b dy. Alex néi véi t6i ring ti ¢6 thé phu viée cho anh 4y dé kiém thém chit tién.
“Vao di. Minh s& dua cau dén.”

Madison béo ¢ ban Lacey xubng biing ghé sau va béo 0 kén ghé trréc bén canh ¢6 dy. Toi chura bao g sdng & mdt noi i ngwoi ta khong bi danh
gia boi miu da hay boi so tai khoan ngan hang cta b me, nén t6i hoi canh gide trude sy himg thi tirc thi ciia Madison véi minh. Chéc, t6i gia bo quyén
ri Kiara trude 16p cta Shevy Bu va ¢6 ay con ching budn chop nuat hay mo miéng n6i cau nao. Tat ca nhitng gi toi nhan lai la sy chan ghét, mac du
hém qua c6 ay da moi t6i dén nha &n banh quy mirt cam. Ai lai mdi nguoi khac dén nha an banh quy mirt cam chir? Biéu budn cuoi nhat la t6i da nghi
¢6 Ay nghiém tiic. Va homnay co ay di voi t6i tir lop nay sang lop khac ma chang n6i 1i ndo. Toi thim chi con cd khiéu khich ¢6 4y phai mo 10i bang
cach da cot, nhung c6 dy van ching phan tmg . Madison an sb dia chi ctia xuwong McConnell trén hé thong GPS ctia ¢6 4y.

“Vay Carlos a,” Lacey no6i khi dang nhoai ngudi trén bang ghé Iic Madison bt dau lai xe. C6 Ay ctr vO vai toi nhur thé toi khong nghe thiy c6 Ay n6i g
“Co that Ia cau bi dudi khoi ngdi trudng trude vi danh mot ai d6 khong?” Toi m6i chuyén dén ngdi trrdng ny c6 ba ngy, va hin 1 moi nguoi da truyén
tai nhau roi.

“Tht ra thi 1 ba dira va mdt con Pit Bull,” t5i chi diia thdi, nhung tir biéu hién hé hée mém vi kinh ngac ctia ¢6 Ay thi ti nghif ¢o 4y thue sw nghi diéu d6
a that.

“Wow!” C6 4y lai vO vai t6i. “Ho cho phép ché vao trurdng hoc & Mexico 4?” Lacey trong con ngd ngan hon ca mon burrito khong dau. “A phai.
Nhung chi Pit Pull va Chihuahua thoi.”

“Chang phai s rat tuyet u néu t¢ duge mang chu cin Puddle ciia minh dén trrdng!” Co dy dap mot phat nira vao vai ti. Toi cyc ki mu6n dap vao vai

¢ nang ca nghin lan dé ¢6 4y biét n6 khé chiu dén mirc ndo. “Con ciin Puddle ciia t6 thude gidng Labradoodle.”

(Labradoodle 1a mdt gidng cho lai giira Labrador va Poodle.)

Labradoodle 1 ci khi gi viy? Ma cho diind I cai i, toi dam ca con Pit Bull ctia chi ho i Lana c6 thé nudt gon né cho bita trnra.
“Vay anh chang dura cau dén trurdng dé dang ki hom thir hai 1 anh trai ctia cau phai khong?” Madison hoi.

“U,” t6i tra 101 khi ching t6i tién vao chd dd xe.

“Gina ban t& ké ring c6 4y thy hai ngrdi bon cu tién vao vin phong. BS me cau khong & thi trdn nay 42

“Té sdng v6i anh trai. Nhitng ngudi con lai trong gia dinh t6 da trdr lai Mexico roi.”

Chéic 1a khong can phai dé cap dén cau chuyén cude doi ti v6i vie b t0i mit trong mdt vu mua bén thude phign khi ti bon tubi va me toi da da t0i ra
khoinha d¢ tong t6i dén day.

Madison trong ¢6 vé rét soc. “Cau khong séng voi bd me mi séng v6i anh trai 42
“U khong sng voi bd me.”

“Céu may mén that,” Lacey noi. “B6 me t& & nha sudt, va con em t6 thi nhur than kinh, nén t6 hay tron sang nha Madison vi cau 4y 1 con mdt va b6 me
thi cha bao gio & nha.”

Madison dang nhin vao guong chiéu hau. Khi dé cap dén bb me, 6 4y sing lai mot chit rdi lai mim cuoi.

“Ho di du lich sudt,” ¢6 4y giai thich trong khi thoa lai mdt 16p son bong, “Nhung t6 thich thé, bai & c6 thé lam bt ki didu gi minh mudn v6i bt ki ai
khong bi cai quan gi ca.”

Vi cude sbng bi cai tri nhur ctia t6i, cude song clia o Ay nghe that hép dan.
“Oi lay chiia, cau v6i anh trai trong nhur sinh d6i viy,” Lacey n6i khi Alex tién 1 gn xe.
“Té cha thiy gidng gi ca,” t6i ndi khi mé cira xe.

Madison va Lacey ciing ra theo. Ho dang mong doi mdt man giéi thiéu chic? Ho dimg trude niit t6i voi lan da tring hoan my va 16p makeup 1ong lanh



duéi anh mit troi. “Cam on vi d cho t& di nhd,” t6i ndi. Ca hai quay lai om t6i. Madison 6m ti kha chit va lau. D6 han [ mot ddu hiéu cho thiy ¢o Ay
hitng thi v6i (01

T6i d4m n6i ring Alex ciing khong chéc 14 t61 dang [am g voi hai ¢6 nang nay. Toi quang tay ra sau vai Madison va Lacey. ‘“Nay anh Alex, day la
Madison va Lacey. Hai ¢6 gai hot nhat ¢ trudng trung hoc Flatiron.”

Ca hai gat dau voi Alex va n nu cudi téa sang. Ho thich duoc khen ngoi, miic di t0i nghi ho ciing da biét minh hot dén mitc béc khoi va ciing chéng can
duoc nhic nhé didu do.

“Camon vi da cho em trai anh di nhd;” Alex n6i, sau d6 quay hung lai va di théng vao. Sau khi hai ¢ gai 1ai xe di, t6i theo anh Ay vao xuéng va thiy anh
dag lam viéc trude cai ham xung ctia mot con SUV bi hur hai do tai nan.

“Chi ¢6 minh anh ¢ day thoi a?” Toi hoi.

“U. Gitip anh thao cai ndy ra,” anh ni 10i dua t0i cai tua vit. Alex va toi timg stra 6 t0 v6i nhau & xuong cta anh ho Enrique ctia ching toi. D6 Ia mot
trong s0 it nhirng dicu chiing t6i tirng lam khi phai c6 d¢ ban thn tranh xa réc roi. Anh trai va anh ho i day t0i tat ca moi diéu ma ho bict vé 6 t0, va
nhirng gi ma ho khdng day thi t6i cling tu tim toi ra duoc khi thao rdi con 6 t6 cli & sau xudng ra. Toi bat dau vdi ca pd ciia son SUV va may con vit bén
trong. Am thanh kim loai va cham véi nhau vang khép xudng va trong mot khoanh khac, t6i cam giac nhur ching t6i da quay lai xudng ctia Enrique &
Chicago.

“May ¢6 bé dep ddy,” anh trai t6i n6i mdt cach mia mai khi ching toi im viée d6i dién nhau.

“Yeah, embiét. Em dang nghi vé viéc moi ca hai vé nha.” Toi nhét tua vit vao i dang sau. “A, quén khong bao anh ring hém qua Kiara da moi em dén
nha &n banh quy.”

“Sao khong di?”

“Bén canh sy that 3 em khong mudn, thi i do 1 ¢6 Ay da rut lai 10 moi.”

Alex chuyén sy chit y tir c4i him xung sang toi. “Haly n6i v6i anh 1 chi hoan toan khong lim gi ngu ngde véi ¢o dy di”

“Em chi dia mot chit thoi, tit ca chi c6 thé. Lan sau néu anh mudn tim ngwoi ho tong em thi haly néim chic réing d6 khong phéi | ngwdi mi mic 4o
phong qua kho voi miy dong chit ng6 ngan ¢ bén trén. Kiara lam em nh¢ dén mot dira ngdc ma em biét khi & Mexico, Alex a. Em thdm chi con khong
chic ¢6 ay Ia con giinira.”

“Cau mubn t& chimg. .. chimg minh diéu d6 42" Giong ctia c6 nang huréng dan vang Ién tir ctra ra vao. Oi troi.
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Chuwong 6: Kiara

“Yeah,” Carlos n6i, vé thach thirc va hao hirng hién rd klﬁp mat. “Ching minh di.”

Alex gio mot tay lén. “Khong. Dimg” Anh 4y ddy Carlos dua vao xe va kh& n6i gi 6 bang tiéng Tay Ban Nha. Carlos cling ndi lai gi d6. Toi hoan toan
khong bict ho 161 gi, nhung ca hai déu nghe nhu khong duroc vui vé lim. Ma t6i cling dau c6 vui vé gi. Toi khong the tin la minh vira n6i lap. Toi rat buc
ban than vi da dé Carlos anh hurong dén cam xtc ctia minh dan dén 16 1oi. Biu d6 c6 nghia 1 cu dy c6 thé c6 anh hudng ti toi, va thure t€ ny khien toi
cang tirc hon. T6i khong thé doi duoc dén ngay thir s, khi mén banh quy cudi cing cling ¢6 thé ¢6 tac dung. T6i phai doi cho dén khi banh quy dén
thoi ki “chuan” dé it nhat thi cau ta cling s& khong ngo dén.

Alex rdi khoi Carlos mdt cach chan nan rdi kéo mdt cai hdp tir sau ban thu ngan ra. “Anh da kiém tra cdi radio cta em 101, va anh nghi 1a c6 mdt cai 1o
x0 bi mat. Do vay anh nghi 14 nd s& khong hoat dong nhung théi cir thir xem sao. Pua anh chia khda d€ anh mang xe vao cho.” Anh ay quay sang
Carlos. “Camnoéi cau nao trong ic anh di.”

Ngay khi Alex quay di, Carlos da n6i, “Vay néu cau van mu6n chimg minh rang minh khong nhur mt thang con trai thi t¢ sin sang thoi.”

“Lam nhitng trd ngd ngn gitip cAu cam thdy kha hon 42" Toi néi.

“Khéng. Nhung choc tire cu thi c6 18. Va choc tire cu thi ciing choc tire anh trai t6. Xin 16i vi cau da bi kéo vao.”

“Thé thi 4 té ra di”

“Tam thoi thi chua dugc.” Carlos ctii xudng trude cai xe ma luc ndly cau ay va Alex dang sira va kéo céi boc him xung ra.
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“Cau can phai thao cai kep ra trurde,” t0i ndi, cam thay rat vui khi cé thé chirng minh rang o1 biet vé 6 t6 nhi€u hon ciu ay. “N6 s& khong rdi ra néu cau
khong thao kep.”

“Cau dang n6i vé 40 ngye hay haim xung thé?” Cau ta hoi, sau d6 cudi mdt cach ti phu va vénh vao. “Tai & 1 chuyén gia théo ca hai”

Déng I& t0i khong nén n6i gi. Thét k thiéu chin chéin. Cau n6i ngd ngén cita Carlos cong véi viée ciu ta cudi nhao khi i ndi tir “mirt cam” cang thoi thic
t61 khién cau ta phai nudt 101 n6i ctia minh vao.

Homnay la thr sau. Tuck va t6i dén truong s6m vao sang nay dé cay tu do ctia Carlos. Ngay thir ba sau khi tan hoc Tuck va t6i da Am mot tram cai
banh quy gap d6i s6 ¢6 la chip. Sau khi ching ngudi, t6i dan mot cai nam chm nho vao sau moi cai banh. Va gio ching ta ¢6 mén banh quy nam chim
61 thiu. Khi Carlos mo tti vao sang nay, phia bén trong s& cd hang tram cai banh quy nam chAm nhé.

Khi cdu ta ¢b kéo timg cai nam chAm ra, banh quy s& v& vun ra. Toi da dimg nhimg c4i nam chim nho siéu khoe c& dong mot hao. Chéc chin nd & trg
thanh mdt bai chién truong. Rdi cdu ta s& chi co hai ra chon: cir dé cai dong déy & ti1, hodic don ti va duoc thrdng thire mdt déng manh vun banh quy.
“Hay nhéic 6 1 khong bao gior duge giy thi chude oan véi cau nhé,” Tuck noi khi cay ti ra. Con bdn muroi lim phit nita méi vao gio, nén chi c6 mot
vai ngudi qua lai trén sanh. Toi cam thay toi 161, nhung khong t6i 16i &én mirc phai dimg hanh dong nay lai. Toi dat mdt it banh quy vao, sau d6 nhin
Tuck. Céu Ay dang canh chimg dé phong Carlos hay ai d6 s& nghi ngd. Mbi khi tiéng clink ctia nam chim dinh vio kim loai vang 1én Tuck lai phi curoi.
Clink. Clink. Clink. Clink. Clink. Clink.

“CAu ta s& bao phét mét,” Tuck n6i. “Cau biét I cau ta s& biét ngay 14 cau Bm ma. Khi cau dinh gié trd v6i ai d6 thi phai im viée d6 niic danh dé khong
bi tom.”

“Quéa mudn r6i.” Toi dan thém méy c4i banh quy nam chédm nita, nhung ciing tur hoi ban than im sao dé dan ca hét mot trdm cai banh vio trong, Toi da
dan ching vao ndc, dang sau, cac bén mit tu... Cho dé dan da gan hét, nhung t0i cling gan nhu da hoan thanh. Bén trong ti dung d6 trong nhur day
nhiing not soi mau nau. Toi tho tay vao trong tiii. “Chi con lai mt cai thoi.”

Tuck liéc vao bén trong, “Pay c6 thé 1 mdt trong nhitng trd choi khim tuyét nhét & trung hoc Flatiron Kiara 4. Tén cau c6 thé s& di vao trong nhing
trang sir ctia truong, TG ty hao vé cau. Pat cai cudi ciing vao di, ngay ¢ giita ay.”

“Y hay ddy.” Toi d6ng ti lai trurde khi bat ki ai chui ra tom b ching t6i, sau d6 nhin ddng hd. Lp hoc s& bét dau trong hai muoi phit nita. “Gid thi doi
thoL.”

Tuck nhin xudng sanh. Moi ngudi dang dan dén. “Chiing ta ¢6 nén trén khong?”’

“C6, nhung t& phéi doi dé nhin phan tmg ctia ciu ta d4,” t6i noi. “Chiing ta s& trén trong phong ctia ¢6 Hadden.”

Nam phiit sau, khi Tuck va t6i nhin qua 6 kinh hinh vudng trén ctra ra vao, Carlos budc vao sanh.

“Caura dé’n‘réi,” t0i thi thim Tim t6i dap thinh thich trong 16ng ngwe. Long miy ciu ta nhiu lai khi trén ctra t c6 mdt cai banh quy miu ndu & giira. Cau
ta nhin trdi roi phai, hién nhién la dang tim kiém xemai lam viéc nay. Khi cdu ta kéo cai banh quy ra, nd v vun trong tay cau ta nhung cai nam cham thi
van dinh nguyén 6 til.

“Céu ta phan (g thé ndo?”” T6i hoi Tuck, boi cau dy cao hon nén c¢6 tim nhin t5t hon.

“Céu ta dang mim cuoi. Va rdi Fic ddu. Gio thi cau ta dang ném chd vun banh quy vao thing rac."

Carlos s& khong mim cuoi dugc nita khi cdu ta mo ti1 dé théy chin muroi chin cai banh quy nam chAm nira.

“T6 s& ra khoi ddy,” t6i néi v6i Tuck. Toi chudn ra khoi chd an toan va budc dén ti dung dd cua toi nhur binh thuong,

“Hey,” ti n6i voi Carlos khi cau ta nhin thiy ti dung do vai tat ca chd banh quy.

“T¢ s& cho cau mdt diém A+ vi su doc déo va tinh pha hoai cua céi tro nay,” cdu ta noi.

“Cau c6 kh6 chiu khong khi t6 ¢6 thé dat diém tt trong tat ca moi thir, ké ca nhing trd choi kham?”

“C6.” Cau ta nhuén may. “T6 rit 4n twong, “T6 kho chiu, nhung &n twong déy.” Cau ta déng tit lai, chin muoi chin chiée banh quy vén dinh bén trong
Nhu thé nhiitng chiéc banh quy khong hé ton tai, ching t6i bude di canh nhau dén tiét hoc dau tién cta cau ay.

Toi khong thé khong mim cudi khi ching t6i bude xudng sanh. Cau ta lic dau vai lan, nhu thé khong thé tin i t6i da lam thé.
“Dinh chién chir?”” Toi hoi.
“Khong doi ndo. Cau c6 thé thing lan nay, nhung tran chién nay thi con lu moi két thuc.”
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Chuong 7: Carlos

Toi khong thé thoat durge cai misi banh quy. N6 bam vao ban tay toi, vao sach t6i, chét tiét, tham chi ca cip sach ciia toi. Toi da ¢b By thir mot vai cai
ra, nhung 16 tr6 thanh mbt ms hdn don nén t6i danh bo cude. Toi s& dé ching d6 t6i khi ching mbe meo. .. sau do t0i s thu lai déng vun Vao némsang
i1 d0 ctia Kiara. Hogc t6t hon hét i dén lai | ching vao bén trong do. Oi t6i phai dirng ngay cai suy nghi vé md banh quy va Kiara. Ngay khi vé nha toi
Jy nhitng gi c6 trong nha Alex ra va che bién ching thanh dd an Mexico chinh hi¢y. N6 s& gifip t6i ngimg nghi vé m& banh quy gip doi so ¢ la chip chét
tiét ndy. Cai dong dé cong thém thye t& 13 16 dd & day gAn mdt tudn rdi ma van chura durgc 3n dd Mexico cay chinh hiéu dang lam t6i birc béi. Alex
nghiéng nguoi ngd vao ndi thit hAm va hit ha mii thom lan téa. Tir nhitng biéu hién trén gwrong mit anh t6i ¢6 thé n6i ring mon an ndy goi cho anh 4y nhé
ve qué nha.

“Pay 1 mon bo ham. Kiéu Mexico.” Toi ndi timg tir mdt cach chdm rdi nhur thé so anh Ay chura bao gioy duoc nghe dén.

“Anh biét n6 I gi chir, d khon 16i a.” Anh ay déy lai cai vung, don ban sin rdi lai quay lai ban hoc.

Mt tiéng sau d6 ching t6i mdi ngdi an. Toi nhin anh trai khi anh 4y da chén hét dia thir nht 1 bat dau dia thi hai.

“An nhiéu vay?”

“N6 quéa ngon.” Alex ngam cai dia. “Anh khong biét i chi biét ndu ddy.”

“Anh du c6 biét nhiéu vé em Em.”

“Anh d3 timg ma.”

Toi xoay thirc &n vong vong quay dia an, dot nhién cam thay hét doi. “Thoi Ay da qua lau rdi.” Toi van tap trung nhin vao db an. T6i tham chi khong hiéu
chut nao vé anh trai minh nita. Sau khi anh ay bi ban, t6i doan 61 ngai néi chuyén voi anh ay a vi t6i s rang, ndi vé su viée ay s€ khién nd cang tré nén
chan thuc hon. Alex khong bao gio n6i chinh xac dicu gi da xay ra khi anh ay ra khoi bang Latino Blood, va ciing bdi t6i khong bao gio hoi. Nhung sang
hom qua thi t6i da c6 mdt manh moi. “Hom qua em thay vét seo ctia anh khi anh budc ra khoi phong tam.”

Anh 4y ngimg an va dat dia xubng, “Anh trdng chi da ngii 1.

“Khong em khong ngi.”” Hinh anh tAm lung (jﬁy S€o, Ilhiéu vét trong §6 d6 trong nhu nhitng vét don roi da khéc siu trong q5u t6i. Khi toi cht y dén chd
da 161 Ién gitta vai anh véi chit LB dugc in han vinh vien nhir déng dau mbt con gia stc, t6i thay noi da ga voi sy gidn dir day cam hon va suy nghi bao
thi

“Quén nd di,” Alex noi.

“S& khong dau.” Alex khong phéi dira con trai duy nhét cia nha Fuentes ¢6 hammudn béo vé gia dinh mdt cach dir doi. Néu t0i quay lai Chicago va tim
mot thang khon dé chiu trach nhiém vé nhitng vet han trén co thé Alex, thi thang d6 s& phai chét. Vai gia dinh thi t6i c6 the 1a mot ke nbi loan, nhung
huyeét thong ctia ho van chdy trong t6i. Alex cting khong phai nguroi duy nhét c6 nhirng vét seo. Toi tranh dau con nhicu hon han mt tay dam boc chuyén
ng}liép. Bén canh nhiing vét seo, néu Alex biét V§: nhfrng hinh sam trén lung t6i khién t6i trong nhur mdt chién binh, anh ay chéc hén s€ bi soc mit. Toi co
thé dang & Colorado, nhung t6i van gitt dugc mdi két noi.

“Brittany va anh sap dén thim chi gai Shelley ctia ¢6 Ay vao tdi nay. C6 mubn di cing khong?”

Toi biét chi gai ctia Brittany bi khuyét tat va dang song trong mdt trung tim béo tro xa hoi gan trurong dai hoc. “Em khong di dau. Emra ngoai day,” toi
noi voi Alex.

“Voi ai?”

“Néu em khong nham thi bb da mét, nén em ching viéc gi phai tra 101 cau hoi ciia anh ca.”

Alex va t0i nhin nhau mdt lic. Anh 4y timg c6 thé da dit toi mot thoai mai, nhung gior thi khong con thé nira. Ching t6i cir dinh ding thé, nhung rdi clra
mo va Brittany di vao. C6 dy chac hin da nhin thay bau khong khi cang thang, boi nu cudi ctia ¢6 dy nhat di khi tin dén gin ban. C6 ay dat tay lén vai
Alex. ‘Moi chuyén 6n chir?” “Moi thir déu hoan hao. Phai vay khong anh Alex?”” T6i noi, sau d6 cam dia ctia minh Ién va di vong qua c6 ay dé vao
phong bép.

“Khong. Anh hoi nd mdt cau don gian, va né tham chi con khong thém tra o1 anh,” Alex n6i. Téi thé ring nhimg 16i 4y chi nén phét ra tir mdt 6ng bd ma
thoi.

T6i thé dai mdt cach chan nan. “Em chi dinh dén mdt bita tiéc thoi Alex. N6 khong phéi kiéu nhu em s& di giét nguoi”



“Bira ti€c ha?” Brittany hoi.
“Vang. Chi da biét n6 rdi chr?”

“U. Va chi ciing biét ¢6 nhiing gi & trong nhimg bira tiéc.” C6 4y ngdi xubng canh Alex. “Ching em cting di dyr nerng bita tiéc hdi trung hoc, va qua dé
rat dugce nhig bai hoc tir nhitng sai Am, va ciu Ay ciing s& nhur vay théi. Anh khong thé cAm cau 4y ra ngoai,” c6 4y néi véi anh trai toi

Anh 4y chi vao 1 nhu thé budc t6i. “Em nén thay méy dira con gai mi nd di cling hom trude, Brittany. Nhing dira kiéu thé ¢6 thé ngi véi ca doi bong
d4 ¢ truong néu dicu d6 co thé lim co ta ndi tiéng hon.”

M6t lan nira anh 4y lai ching gitp gi duoc t6i ca. Cam on nhiéy, anh trai.

“O thi rt vinh hanh khi dwoc nghe anh chi thdo Iuiin vé cude séng ctia em ngay trude mit em, nhung em phai di day.”
“May dén day kiéu gi?”” Alex hoi.

“Di bo thoi. Trir khi. .. Toi nhin chia khoa xe ciia Brittany ndm trén vi ciia ¢d y.

“Céu dy ¢6 thé‘ Jy xe ctia emma,” ¢d Ay ndi voi anh trai toi. C6 Ay khong n6i voi toi, chéic boi chia da cAm mdt trong hai ngudi dua ra quyét dinh ma
khong c6 sy dong y cua bén kia. “Nhung khong dugc uong rugu hay ding thudc.”

“Purge thdi me tré a,” 161 ndi mdt cach mia mai.

Alex Fic dau. “Pay khong phai y kién hay.”

Brittany luén ngon tay vao toc anh dy. “S& 6n thoi Alex. That dy. Con ching ta s& bt xe buyt dé di thdm chi gai em”

Chi trong mot phin ti gidy 61 da cam thay thich ban gii ctia anh trai t6i, nhung sau t6i lai nho vé céi cach ma ¢ Ay kiém sodt cude song ciia anh Ay thi cai
cam giac amap mo nhat ay da bién Imt nhanh nhur chp. Toi cam Jay chia khéa ctia Brittany va xoay tron n6 trén ngén tay. “Thoi ndo anh Alex. Pimng
khién cudc song tdi t& ctia em tré nén tdi t& hon n6 von thé nita.”

*On thoi,” anh 4y néi. “Nhung nhé phéi mang chiée xe vé trong tinh trang nguyén ven. Khong thi. ..

Toi gio tay chao anh dy. “Véng, thira ngai.”

Anh 4y iy chiéc di dong cat & tiii sau ra va ném cho t6i. “Va cam Ry cai ndy nira.”

Toi di théing ra cira true khi mdt trong hai ngudi lai thay ddi y kién. Toi da quén khong hoi co dy du xe ¢ dau, nhung né khong qua kho dé tim Con
Beemer tda sang nhu thién than & trude can hd dang vay goi toi.

T6i tho tay vao tui sau va toi ra mot to g]éy ghi dia chi ctia Madison. Téirdi viét lai né trude khl rua tay. Sau khi tim hiéu Iam thé ndo d& van hanh moi
thtr, t6i nhdp dia chi va GPS, ha nui xe xudng va ra khoi cho do xe. Cuodi cing thi tu do da dén.

T6i db xe trén phd va di bd vao nha Madison. Toi biét I minh d dén ding dia chi nhd tiéng nhac om som phat ra tir ctra sd ting hai va Iii tré dang &
ngoai bai co. Ngbi nha nay rat lon. Luc dau toi khong chac nd 1a mdt can h hay la ca toa nha cho dén khi t6i lai gan hon va nhén ra d6 1a mdt can bigt
thy Ion. T6i bude vao va nhin ra nhiéu dira trong 16p o1

“Carlos day roi!” Mot co gii gio Ién. Toi coi nhu khong nghe thiy nhiing tiéng ré 1én ngay sau d6. Madison, dang niic mt chiéc véy den ngin bé sat va
cammdt lon bia Bud Light trén tay, lich qua ddm dong va dmt6i. Va 61 nghi I3 co ay da lam do bia Ién lung t6i roi. “Oi troi, cau da toi.”

(:EI?’
“Ching ta phéi iy cho cau chit gi d6. i theo t¢.”

Toi di theo ¢d 4y vao trong mjt phong bep trong nhur dwoc Ay ra tir mot quyén tap chi Vay. Tét ca dung cu déu duoc m tir  thép khong ri. Nhitng tAm
d4 gran-nit 16n duoc 5p phia trén quiy bép. Bén canh bdn rira i mdt thing Ion dung dAy dp nhig d4 lanh va bia lon. Toi tién dén d6 va iy mbt lon.

“Kiara c6 ¢ day khong?”
Madison khit miii t6 vé coi thuong. “Céu cir lamnhu cdu ta s€ dén VA
Toi ciing da doan thé.

Madison khoac ly tay toi, kéo t6i xudng tién sanh va Ién cau thang, “Té mubn cau gip mdt nguom” Co ay dung lai khi ching toi dén mot can phong chat
dAy nidm loai may choi game bang xéng kiéu vintage, mot ban bong da va mdt ban khiic con cau. Pay ding 1 gidc mo ctia miy thing con trai tudi teen.

Nhung can phong ndy c6 mili g d6. Toi nghi t6i dang thiy hung phin hon vi hit thé' khong khi chd nay. “Pay 1 phong gii tri,” Madison gii thich.



Co mt dira da tréng dang ngdi trén mot cai ghé banh béng da mau nu, ciu ta uwon nguoi ra nhu thé dinh ngdi d6 méi nii. Cu ta mic mot cdi 4o phong
trang tron, quan bo den va di mot d6i bot. Toi ¢b thé ndi rang nd cling 1a mdt dira sanh diéu. O trén cai ban nho trede mit cau ta [a mdt cai dicu hit
thudc.

“Carlos, day Ia Nick,” Madison ndi.

Nick gat dau véi toi.

Toi ciing git dau lai. “Chao.”

Madison ngdi xudng canh Nick, cam diéu lén a hoi nga ngudi ra, rdi hit mt hoi that dai. Khi thit, ¢ ning ndy lai choi thude. “Nick mudn ggp cau,” cd
ay noi voi toi. Toide y thay mat c6 ay do ngau. Toi tur hoi la ¢6 ay da hat bao nhiéu trrde khi toi t6i roi. DOt nhién Lacey tho dau vao. “Madison, t6 can
cau!” Co ay gao kn. “Qua day!”

Madison bao ching t6i 1 ¢6 Ay s& quay lai ngay r6i ra khoi phong,

Nick vay toi qua cai ghé bén canh cau ta. “Ngdi di.”

Ga nay qué gian xao, ra-da ctia toi tir dong xuat hién. T6i biét trd ndy ciia cAu ta, boi toi da nhin thdy ca trim Nick nhu thé trong doi rdi. Chét tiét, va toi
ciing tirng 13 mot Nick nhur thé khi & Mexico.

“Cau ban may thir ny 4?” Toi hoi.

Cauta cudi ling 18, “Néu cau muén mua thi toi ban nd.” Cau ta cam céi diéu Ién.”Mudn thir mot hoi khong?”’

T6i gio lon bia trong tay lén. “Dé sau di.”

Cau ta nhiu may nhin t6i. “Céu khong phai 1a mjt mat thim cha?”

“Trong toi gibng mat tham Em a?”

Cu ta nhin vai. “Cu khong biét dau. Lii méit thim ngay nay thay d6i hinh dang lién tuc.”

Toi ngay lap tire nghi t6i Kiara. Khong nghi ngd gi ¢6 ay da tr6 thanh tro giai tri mbi ngdy ctia toi. T6i nhd mdi phan g ctia c6 dy mdi khi bi t6i choc
tirc. Doi moi hdng lic 4 ay mim chat thanh mt dudng thang mdi khi t6i dura ra mot 10i binh ludn xtic pham hay tan tinh c6 gai khac. Cho du binh thurong t6i
16i ¢6 4y thé ndo hay dong vun banh quy dang tran day trong ti dd ciia t6i ra sao thi ciing phéi thi nhan ring, t6i c6 hoi nhé c6 nang hudng dan cua toi
roi day.

Toi van chura quyét dinh xem minh s& lim gi dé tra diia vu banh quy, nhung du sao thi, c6 dy ciing s& khong bao gio duoc thiy nita.

“T6i nghe noi la Madison mubn ngl voi cdu,” Nick néi noi khi cau ta 161 mdt boc thudc tir tdi ra rdi vitt nd 1én trén ban.

“Thé 47" t6i hoi. “Cau nghe thiy & dau thé?”

“Tir Madison. Va cau biét gi khong?”

“Biét gi co?”

Cau ta bop mdt vién thubc vio mdm va va nhai nd. “Thuong thi khi Madison mu6n gi thi c6 dy s& dat duoc dicu d6.”
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Chuong 8: Kiara

“T6i bj mi mau,” ong Whittaker phin nin véi cht giong quau quau rin rit khi 6ng Ay nhing co v& vao chd dé mau nau va quét né Ién birc tranh son dau.
“Pay co phai mau xanh khong? Thé quai nao ma t6i ¢ thé v& durge moi thir khi ma cac mau khong duge dan nhan?”

Khong bao gity ¢6 nhitng gidy phit déu déu té nhat & Trung tAm chiim s sirc khoe dai han Highlands, hay con goi 1 trung tim bao trg xa hoi. Gido vién
my thuat moi khi da nghi nén khi t6i tinh nguyén hd tro cac gidr my thuét thi gin nhu 14 6 da tiép quan 16p ndy luén. Nguoi quan Ii dua miu v&, va t6i dén
dé gitip do nhitng ngurdi mudn c6 mdt chit hoat dong nghé thudt sau bita tdi thir sau. Khi t6i di qua 6ng Whittaker, ba Sylvia véi méi toc bac cimg do
dot nhién di qua chd t61. “Ong ta khong bi mil miu,” ba Sylvia ngdi xubng chd cai gié v& tréng. “Ong ta don gian 1 mi moi thir thoi”
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Ong Whittaker nhin t6i voi khuon it gy go tan ta khi toi cti xuéng dé dan nhitng c4i nhn Ién timg méu. “Ba 4y chi dang dién tiét vi 6ng khong chiu
nhdy véi ba trong budi sinh hoat tuan trude,” dng ndi.

“Toi dién tiét vi dng da quén khong deo ring gia trong bira t6i hom qua.” Ba dy Fic K tay. “Ong ding 1 mot ké king nhéing,” ba 4y ndi trong con gian
di.

“Ba gia khong biét xiu hd,” 6ng Whittaker can nhan.

“Lan sau chic 1 6ng nén nhay v6i ba trong budi sinh hoat,” t6i ndi. “Diéu d6 m ba cam thay minh nhu dugc tré lai.”
Ong 4y vuon nhirng ngén tay chai san ra va kéo toi lai gin.

“Ong khong biét nhay. Nhung dimg ndi voi Sylvia diéu ndy, boi vi ba dy s& khién 6ng khon khd cho ma xem”

“O déy khong ¢6 1op day nhay a?” Toi thi tham vio tai ng 4y dé 6ng Ay van nghe dugc ma khong bi ca 16p phat hién.

“Ong chua bao gio nhay, chira bao gio la mot Fred Astaire ca. nhung gio' thi néu chau la gido vién thay cho con doi gia Frieda Filzgibbons kia thi chic
chén 6ng s& dén hoc.” Ong 4y nhéy nhay d6i ong miu mau bac moc dai qua mirc va vd vd mong toi.

(Fred Astaire 1d mdt trong nhitng vii cong vi dai nhat thé ki XX)
T6i chi ngon tay vao théng ng dy. “Khong ai noi voi ong day duoc coi B quiy 16i tinh duc u?”” Toi da thre su bi choc tirc.

“Ta la mit ko gia ban thiu cung 4. Thoi cta ta khong c6 thir goi B quiy r6i tinh duc va phu nit dé dan 6ng mua s6 da cho minh i dé ho mo cira cho
minh vao va dé. .. nhéo mong minh.”

“Con chau s& dé miy dra con trai mo ctra cho chéu, nhung voi didu kién 14 ho dimng c6 ngdng trong gi tir chau. Chéu s& kim thé va tat nhién khong ¢6
trod vO mong hay. .. nhéo mong gi ca.”

Ong ta xua dudi t6i ra chd khdc.”Aizzz, miy dira con gai biy gids luén mudn moi thir..”
“Ding nghe dng ta ndi, Kiara,” ba Sylvia ni, vAy t6i qua chd ba. “Nhitng gi chau can | mdt anh chang tir té. .. mot quy ong thue su.”
“Chéng c6 thir nhur thé d4u,” ba Mildred ngdi bén canh néi.

M6t anh chang tir té u? Toi d4 nghi ring Michael [d mot anh chang tir t&, va két cuc 12 anh ta tham chi con ching bao gidr i xir voi t6i nhur mot quy
ong.

“C6 thé 13 chdu s& séng doc than sudt cude doi con lai”

Ca ba Mildred va Sylvia lap tirc lc dAu mdt cach manh mé, toc ho bay tir bén nay qua bén kia. “Khong!”” Ho déng thanh.
“Chdu s& khong mudn thé dau,” ba Sylvia noi.

“Chau khong muén u?”

“Unh.” Ba 4y nhin qua phia 6ng Whittaker. “Boi vi ching ta canho. .. cho dithoc c6 14 hién thin ctia mAy con quy.” Ba 4y kéo t6i lai gin. “Ba s& khong
ngai néu nhur 6ng Ay vo mong ba.”

“Lay chiia vi diéu do, chia,” ba Mildred n6i khi quét co 1én birc son dau. Ba 4y dang v& mdt c4i bong den trong nhu 13 mdt nguoi dan ong khoa thin.
“Tai sao chau khong bao cai cau Tuck tot bung dén day va lam mau cho chiing ta nhi? Chau da néi la ching ta c6 thé v& mau that ma.”

“That ra thi khi Ay chiu da nghi dén mdt chit cho,” t6i noi.

“Khéng Hay mang cho chiing ta mdt ngudi méu nam dy”

“Ta s& khong v& méy thing con trai dau,” ong Whittaker hét Ién tir phia ddi dién can phong, “Kiara ciing phai m méu chir.”
“Chéu s& khong thit hira dau,” t6i n6i véi ca 1op. Toi nghil néu t6i goi thi Tuck s& dong y thoi.
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Chuwong 9: Carlos

“Heeeey,” Madison hat. “T¢ trd lai r6i ddy.”

Va c6 nang mang theo khoang mur6i nguoi nira dén. Bon ho tat ca deu vy quanh c4i dng hit va chuyén tay nhau, mdi ngudi mot hoi. Toi dang tur hoi
Kiara va damban b¢ cta c6 dy dang lam gi t6i nay. Ddmca 1 co ay dang hoc chuén bj cho ki thi SAT hay céi gi dy dai loai thé, dé sau nay ¢o dy c6
thé vao dai hoc, trong khi t6i s& ngdi ddy, trong céi bira tiéc hit hit cin thudc ndy.

Nick ném miy vién thudc 1én mot cai khay. N6 lam toi nhé dén cai ma Alex goi i pu-pu-platter. Khi Madison twoi cuoi chuyén ci diéu hit cho t6i, i
da rm(}n quén di Kiara, md SAT, mgiy truong dai hoc va viéc trd nén tot dep hon. Tﬁi la mot dira dq con, nén tot hon hét a t6i nén cur xtr ding véi chat
mot thang du con. Toi hit mdt hoi, tiép nhin nhitng lan khoi ngot ngao vao trong phoi. Cai thir nay hien nhién 6 tac dung ngay Iap tirc, boi vi toi da cam
nhan duoc hiéu luc cua nd ngay ca trurde khi dua cai diéu cho ngurdi bén canh. 'Khi lai dén huot 64, lan nay t6i hit mot hoi cham va dai. Pén lan thir tu,
t01 da phé thudc dén mirc khdng con quan tdm vé Kiara, md banh quy ctia co ay va viéc Alex luon xen vao viée ctia toi, hoac 1a viée t61 da ndi doi
Brittany v¢ 101 hira khong uong ruou hay hit thuoe. ...

Ngay bay gio diéu duy nhit t6i mudn nghi vé 1 nhimg cau hoi bing chay, kiéu nhur:. ..

“Tai sao c6 Shevy Bu khong cao ria mép?”

“C6 thé ¢ ta 1a mdt ngudi dan ong cai trang ching?”” Nick noi.

“Nhung tai sao lai chon mdt ngwoi phy nit xau xi dé ci trang chir?” Toi hoi. Mot cach nghiém tic.

“C6 thé vi c6 ta |a mdt ngurdi dan 6ng xAu xi va khong con sy hra chon no khac.”

“Ciing ¢6 li d4y.” T6i nhin Madison lai hit thém mot lin nira. C6 4y da nhin thdy t6i nhin ¢6, nén c¢d éy 6 ny cudi, cm Ky dai tai t6i roi dait udi en do.

Qua do dai va do nhon ctia dau udi, t6i nghii c6 thé 6 4y va dong ho ¢ An gen ctia con cyr da. C6 Ay nhoai ngurdi 1én phia trude nén ca bd ngue dan
lén mit to1.

“Nick ¢6 nhirng loai thuoc tot nhat,” o 4y thi thAm, truon 1én ngudi toi nhu mot con meo von tAm chan, va tat nhlen tAm chin d6 1 toi. C6 Ay udn éo
tién lai, dang chan ngdi Ién ngudi t6i roi quang tay qua cd toi. D1 mit cd 4y hoi ri xudng, “Cau that quyén rii.”

“Cau ciing viy m.”
“Chiing ta |2 mt ciip hoan hao.” C6 Ay ndm Iy cam toi va t6i cam gidc co thé c6 Ay quin quai trén toi. Roi dau ludi co Ay da tiép xtic voi cam toi, va toi
phéi thi nhan 1 chua timg c6 ¢6 gai ndo timg km thé voi minh, nhung t6i nghi minh s& khong himg thi voi viée s& c6 mdt dira con gai lim lai hanh dong
nay lan thir hai dau.

Ching t6i m tro dy trurde mit tit ca moi nguoi. Toi nghil Madison thich duoc ndi bat nhur thé, boi khi mot trong s6 nhing ¢6 nang & dy budng 10 binh
luan v6i mdt g3 khac ciing dang chimg kién thi Madison da ngdi lai va bét du coi a0 nhur mot vii nit & quén bar dang chun bi mot diéu miia thoat y cho
t6i. RS rang 3 Madison mu6n duge nhin ngim va ngudng md bai tat ca nhimg dira con trai va d6 ki boi nhing dira con gai. Chin chin ¢6 nang nay k
mot ké thich phd bay, nhung khi ti nhin sang tréi thi thdy Nick thi thiy anh ta dang mon trén Lacey lic ndy ciing da trit bo 4o, va toi bat dau tw hoi c6 ai
lai mong durge phd dién tai néng tinh duc ctia minh tai ddy co chir. Chéc chan khong phai toi. “Ching ta hdy ra mdt chd riéng tu di,” t6i ndi véi Madison
khi ¢6 nang bt dau tin cong dudi quan toi.

C6 4y hoi tré mdi ra trong phit chbc, sau d6 roi khoi ngudi toi va chia tay vé phia t6i. Dém dang troi rét nhanh. T6i hoi ring minh, va sau trong tAm tri toi
dang nh¢ lai nhitng 101 Ram canh bao t6i vé Madison, nhung c6 ay d3 nam Ly tay toi va kéo toi di.

“Vui vé nhé hai dira,” Nick goi vdi theo.

Hai phitt sau ching t6i da tién vao mdt ciin phong rong 1on voi chiée girong king-size dit sat tuong,

“Phong cau a?” Toi hoi.

Madison lég dau. “Phong cta bé me t& ddy, nhung ho hiém,khi & nha. Chéc bay gio ho dang & Phoenix." T6i ¢6 thé nhin théy su cay dang trong giong
16i ctia €0 dy, va t6i dam chic rang lan 1on ctng t6i trén chiéc giwrdng nay la mot s tra thi cia Madison. T6i ¢6 nén n6i thang 14 t6i tha lam dudi dat con
hon 1a & trén chi€c grong ctia bo me cd ay khong nhi?

“Sang phong ctia cdu di,” toi ndi.

C5 lay i dau va kéo toi lai gin giuong.

“Ram da ndi gi vé t& thé?” Co dy hoi.

“Bay gio rat kho dé nhd duoc,” t6i ndi. “Td mudn Bmrdi.”

“Hay c6 nhé di. Cau dy c6 d& cap dén chuyén chia tay khong? Boi vi néu cau Ay lam thé thi d6 ciing khong phéi i 16i ciia t6. Y t6 13, n6 khong phai kiéu



16 biét nhirng gi cdu dy biét va t6 khong biét nhiing gi t6 dang lam. Va cé khi 6 biét thi d6 cling khong phai vi t6 biét ] ciu dy biét. N6 khong phai kiéu
me ciu 4y da nhin thiy va bon t6 bi tém.”

Péu t6i hoi dau khi nghe ¢6 Ay n6i. “Okay,” t6i noi. Toi cha hiéu 6 4y ndi gi, nhung t6i vira phat hién ra i mot cau “Okay” ¢6 thé bao ham moi thi.
“That chir? C6 Ay ndi va mim cuoi.

Ha? T6i ciing cha hiéu minh hay ¢6 Ay vira n6i gi. C6 Ay 6m t6i thit chit, bd ngue ¢o Ay ép chit vao nguc toi. Hi vong l ching khong nd tung dudi ap
luc cua viéc ap vao toi.

Cai suy nghi vé bd nguc nd tung khién t6i hoi ron nguol Dé}u 6c 01 lai tho thin nghi dén Kiara va viée trong c 4y s& tNhé ndo bén dudi chiée o phong
rong thung thinh. Trong mdt choc 1at, t61 da nghi rang co thé dugc giau ki cua co ay con goi camhon Ia sy pho bay moi ngay ctia Madison.

Toi dot ngdt nhidm miét vao. Toi dang nghi gi thé co chir? Kiara khong goi cam chit ndo. C6 Ay m khé t6i con hon ca gia dinh toi.
“Té da ké cho cau Kiara da im gi v6i ti dung d clia t& chwa?”” Toi hoi.

C6 4y déy t6i xudng giwrong, “Té thire s khong quan tim vé Kiara. Dimg c6 nhic dén dira con gai khéc khi cau dang & canh t6.” C6 4y ni ding, Toi
tu6n thich nhitng thir dén véi minh mdt cach dé dang, Kiara thi khong nhur vay. Nhung Madison thi co.

Trude khi toi nhan ra thi ching t6i da nim trén girong ciia bd me ¢6 dy. C6 Ay ngdi lén ngudi toi va toe co 4y dang x0a trén mit toi. TOi nghi mdt vai soi
toc ctia ¢ ay da lot vao miéng 61 khi ching t61 hon, nhung c6 vé nhu c6 ay chang he dé y. Nhung ma t6i thi co. C6 ay ngdi day. “Mudn khong?” Co ay
n6i nho.

Tét nhién t0i muon Nhung khi t6i nhin sang céi ké bén girdng thi birc anh bd me co ay dang mim cui dap vao miét toi. Co Ay khong mubn t6i vi
chinh toi-c6 &y mudn t6i chi vi toi a mt g choi thude, trai nguoc lai voi loai ngudi mé bé me ¢6 Ay mubn con minh ¢ cing. Tuy thé, noi ban than & mot
ké choi thude 1 mdt chuyén, nhung c6 m thé hay khong lai la mdt chuyén khéc. “T6 phai di dy,” t6i noi vi ¢o Ay.

“boi da. Oikhong, T6 khong 6n im. TS nghi ¢ m miét rdi.” C6 4y chdm ngudi ddy chay vao nha tim va khoa minh trong d6. Rdi tiéng non oe vang
khap can phong vai gidy sau do.

Toi g5 cira. “Can t& gitp khong?”

“Khél’]g‘”

“M0& ctra ra di, Madison.”

“Khong, Goi Lacey lai day.”

Khi Lacey va vai c6 gai khac dén dé gitp, toi dimg & phia cira, nhin ho chim soc Madison nhur thé ¢o Ay bi dm thay vi say Iuou va thubc vAy. Sau hai
muroi phut bang quan dl’l:ng nhin, va sau khi ddm bao Madison da duoc cham soc tir t€, t6i phat hién ra Ia minh da dy tiéc di roi. Ra bén ngoai, t6i 161 cai
moc khéa hinh trai tim hong ctia Brittany ra, khoi dong xe va dinh ldi di. Nhung khi 61 nhin vao dudng di thi chi thdy con dudng map mo. Toi bi say
thuoc hay say ruou gi d6 roi, ma ciing c6 the 1a ca hai.

Chét tiét that. Toi co hai su hra chon. Quay lai nha Madison va tim mot noi dé trén vao, hoac 1a ngu trong xe luon.

Péy khong phai 1 mot bai kiém tra.

T6i nhén nit dé ha ghé xudng rdi nhim it lai, hi vong ring sang mai t6i s& hiéu duoc chuyén gi da xay ra tbi nay.

Séng. Séng qua. T6i md it ra vi anh mit troi dang roi thing vao mit toi. Toi van dang & trong xe ctia Brittany v6i mui xe dang mo. Khi toi quay trd lai
nha Alex, t61 thay anh ay dang ngoi & ban voi mt coc ca phé trong tay.

Anh 4y dtmg bat day khi toi ném chia khoa ctia Brittany 1én ban.

“May da bao 1 méy tiéng sau s& vé co ma. May c6 biét 1 chin gior rdi khong? Gid sang y.”

Toi x0a tay Ién nit. “Lam on di Alex,” t6i rén ri. “Anh c6 thé doi dén chidu rdi hiing gao vao mit em duoc khong?”
“Tao s& khong gio vao mit may. Tao s& chi khong cho miy muron xe ctia Brittany mdt in nira thoi.”

“T6t thoi.” Toi nm xuéng ném va nhim mit lai.

Alex kéo gbi ra khoi dau toi. “May dang say thudc a?”

“Rét tiéc 1 hét roi.” Toi giting lai chiée gdi.

Toi nghe tiéng anh Ay ngdi Ién girong ctia anh va thé ra mot tiéng niing né. Anh chang toi nghiép hén 1 can hit mdt vai hoi dé thur gian. Toi thé 1a t6i da



cam nhan duoc d6i mét anh 4y liéc qua dAu t6i nhur hai tia laze.
“Anh mudn gi nao?” Téi lAm bdm bén trong gdi.

“Chti c6 bao gi& quan tim dén ai khac ngoai ban than minh khong?”
“Chéc 1a khong.”

“Chi khong nhén ra 1 anh quan tam dén chi 42

“Khong. Trong dau em chua bao gior ¢6 suy nghi d6 ca.”

May m c6 ai d6 gd cira lam Alex khong thé hoi dugc nita.

Pé 61 doan-Brittany.

“Carlos quén khong dong mui xe lai,” c6 dy néi véi Alex. “Ma trdi thi dang mura. Cau dy con dé quén dién thoai ¢ bang ghé sau nira. Em hi vong nd van
chua hong.”

Néu ho két hon, t6i thiy that dang tiéc cho nhig dira tré. Toi nghi diéu d6 dimg bao gior xdy ra. .. boi Brittany va Alex déu dang nhin toi nhur thé ho
nmuon trimg phat t6i ca doi vay. Nhung ti€c qua, ho lai ching phai bo me toi.
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Chuwong 10: Kiara

Ngay thir hai ddu tudn, ca trurong tran ngép nhing 16i don dai vé bita tiéc ctia Madison Stone, ma phan I6n nhiing tin don dy xoay quanh viéc Madison
va Carlos da “lam” trén giuong bo me ¢ ay.

Pén thir ba va tu, toi dé y thdy Madison va Carlos dang ngdi an trura voi nhau. Con thir ndm thi Carlos khong an trira, va Madison cting viy. Cap doi
hanh phiic chac han dang & mt minh noi ndo day. Con séng thir sau, t6i thay Carlos ¢ cho t dung do véi cho banh quy van ket bén trong. “Hey”, céu
ay noi.

“Hey,” t6i tra 101,

T6i nhAn mét khau nhung céi t khong chiu mo ra.

Toi thir lai lan niva. T6i biét chic ring cac con s déu dung, nhung khi kéo thi cira ti khong thé md dwoc. Toi lai thir.

Carlos nhin qua vai ti. “Cau gip ric r6i a?”

“Khong.”

Toi thir tiép. Lan ndy, t6i kéo ctra ti manh hon va Fic Fc, va né van khong chiu md. Cau dy g6 gb ngon tay trén tiL. “C6 thé cau da quén mat khiu
chang?”

“Tét nhién [ t& nhé mat khiu ctia minh. T& ¢6 bi ngd ngin dau.”
“Chéc khong? Vi day moi goi i md ny.”
T6i chot nghi @n nhitng tin ddn vé c4u Ay va Madison mé khong biét tai sao nhing tin tirc vé ho lai khién t6i dién Ién dugc. “Hay bién di.”

Cau ay nhim vai. “Duoc thoi néu ciu da néi the.” Roi hoi chudng dau tién da reo. “O chiic may min nhé. Néu cau hoi t6 thi t¢ s& trd 101 13 ¢ vé nhu mit
ai d6 da am mdt dicu gi d6 véi cai ti d6 cua cdu.” Noi roi cdu ta 16i quyén sach ra khéi ti va khénh khang bude xuong sanh.

T6i chay theo va tom iy vai cau ta. “Cau da am gi voi ti ctia t6?”
Céu 4y dimg lai. “Cha, ¢ thé I t& da thay d6i mat khau.”
“Mat khdu i gi?”

Cau ta cuoi mot cach thich thi. “Néu dé ciu bict thi t& s& budc phai thu tiéu cau.”
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“Hai nhi. N6i cho t¢ mau cau da doi nd thanh cai gl.”

“T6 s& tiét 10 cho cu....” Cau dy bing mii t6i. “Khi dng banh quy khong con ¢ trong i ctia t6 nira. Tt nhién a bao gdm cé dong ménh vun ctia ching.
The nhé hen ggp lai,” cau ta ndi, 161 di vao 16p hoc, bo lai t6i dirng mot minh trong sanh dé nghi xem minh s& lAm gi. .. d€ chuén bi cho budc tiép theo.

Trong I6p tiéng Anh, thiy Furie tra bai luin tiéng Anh cho moi ngudi. Thiy goi dén tén ai thi ngudi d6 phai 1én ban thiy dé nhan bai.
“Kiara,” Dén luot t6i.

Toi di lén dé nhéin bai. Khi dura bai cho i, thiy dy khong hé mim cuoi. “Em c6 thé i tt hon nhidu, Kiara. Toi biét | em 6 thé. Hay nghi khai théc
van dé€ sau hon vao lan sau, va dung c6 dua ra nhitng cau tra 161 ma emnghi 1 t6i muon.”

Toi di qua ban ciia Madison khi quay lai ban ctia minh. “Carlos thé nao r6i?” C6 dy hoi.
“Chéc 6n.”
“Cau nén biét 1a cau éy chichiy dén cau vi cau éy cam thfiy thurong hai cau thoi. Va didu do that déang budn déy, t6t nhét 1 cdu nén hiéu nhur thé.”

T6i miic xéc cd ta va ngdi vé ban ctia minh. Mot con C to ding do chot I I trén bai van thiy Furie dura toi. Diéu niy ching tt teo ndo, dic biét khi toi
dang chuan bi xin hoc bong,

“Trong mudi Bim pht t6i, ching ta s& hoc cach viét mot bai van thuyét phuc,” thay Furie noi.
“Thuyét phuc gi a2 Nick Glass hoi.

“Chudé ... Thay Furie dimg lai, hién nhién I thity dang c6 gianh Ry su cha ¥ ctia hoc sinh. Thiy dy ngdi lén mép ban gido vién va ni, “C6 nén coi
nhimg nguoi tham gia cac show truyén hinh thire € 1a ngurdi ndi tieng khong?”

Ca 16p bt dAu ri rAm ban tan v& chi dé nay.

“Chu y dirng dn 40 qua ndo céc em.”

“Lamsao chiing em ¢ thé viét duge mot bai van thuyét phuc khi ma khong c6 thoi gian im bai diéu tra vé van dé nay a?” Ai d6 & cudi Iop hoi.
“Thay can em phai suy nghi chir khong phai didu tra; boi khi em n6i chuyén v6i ban va em mlf')’n thuyét phyc cau dy lam gi, hay mudn cau 4y thay doi suy
nghii nhur thé nao, thi em khong thé néi 1 “Poi teo € t6 lam mot bai di€u tra hay viet so liéu thong ké da. Em phai nghi ra nhing 161 tranh lun 6 trong
dau. B 1a nhitng gi t61 yéu cau cac em thyre hién.”

Thay Furie di quanh 16p khi ching t6i viét. “Néu cac em mudn duge diém thuong thi hiy doc to bai ctia minh trude 16p.”

Diéu nay that ot boi toi can diém thuong, va t6i biét 1 minh ¢6 thé doc bai mdt mach ma khdng bi ndi lip. Dai khai 1 t6i biét minh c6 thé.

“Ha bit xudng,” Thay Furie noi khi muroi lim phit két thic. Thay Ay chéip hai tay vao nhau. “Okay, ai xung phong dau tién nao?”

Téi ben gio tay.

“Em Westford, lén day va chia s¢ nhiing suy nghi ctia minh nao.”

“Oi khong, khong phéi cau ta chir,” t6i nghe Madison rén ri bén tai, con Lacey thi cudi cling voi dam ban ctia ho.

“Emc6 van dé gi & Madison?”

“Khong a, em chi | bj giy mdt cai mong tay thoil” C6 ta gio' ngdn tay do trudec mit thiy.

“Hay dé vin d& mong tay ciia em cho I6p sau di. Kiara lén ddy ndo.”

Toi cAm td gidy ctia minh va tién Ién trude 16p. Toi hit mot hoi that sau va nghi v& nhitng @i minh sdp n6i. Khi ra dén giita 16p, t6i nhin thing vao gido vién.
Thay ay dang mim cudi mot cach am dp. “Nao bat dau di.”

Toi héing giong. Va nudt murdc bot, nhung toi cd cam gide hrdi minh tré nén day hon trude khi toi bit dau néi, Ii do 1 bi Madison. Cau dy c6 dim toi,
nhung t6i ¢6 thé vurot qua dugce didu do. Toi s& khong dé cau ta co co hdi si nhyc t6i vi tit néi Bp. Thr gidn ndo. Nghi vé nhitng gi dinh n6i. Bimg quén
hit thé. “Emnghi. . . nghi. .. T6i nhin chdm chim vio t&r gidy. Toi c6 thé cam nhan duoc tét ca anh it dang d6 don vé phia minh. Mot sb thi nhin toi voi
anh miét dang tiéc. Con s6 khac, nhur Madison va Lacey, thi hoan toan vui mirmg, “Em nghil nghi moi nguoi. . . ngudi & chwong trinh thyre. . . thie. .. thuce
6.

Mt dira con gai trong I6p cudi pha 1én. Khoi can nhin thi t6i ciing biét 1 ai roi.



“Madison, day khong phai i tro cudi. Hay ton trong ban minh di,” Thay Furie n6i, sau d6 thém vao, “Va d6 khong phai 1oi dé nghi ma [ mdt yéu cau.”
Madison Iy tay che miéng. “Em & c,” ¢ 4y n6i qua nhitng k& ngon tay.
“Tbt nhét | emnén thé,” Thiy Furie nbi véi giong diéu nghiém khéc. “Tiép tuc di Kiara.”

Okay. Toi co thé lamduoc. Néu t6i c6 thé n6i chuyén voi Tuck ma khong bi nbi ]ép3 thi cé [ 1a t6i nén gia bd minh dang ndi chuyén voi Tuck. Toi nhin
quanh d¢€ tim cdu ay. Cau ay mim cu0i va vay nhe tay t6 sy khich I tir hang phia cudi l6p hoc.

... moi ngudi & céc churong trinh truyén hinh thc t€ | nhimg nguoi ndi tiéng. .. Toi dimg lai va hit mot hoi séu, sau d6 tiép tuc. Toi ¢6 the Bm dugc.
Téi c6 the lam duge. ... boi vi ho khién truyén. . . truyén thong—

M6t trang cudi nira vang Ién trong I6p hoc, va lan nay | ca Madison lAn Lacey.

“C6 Stone va c6 Goebbert!” Thiy Furie chi vé phia ctra. “Di ra khoi 16p.”

“Thay dang dua a,” Madison ci.

“T6i dang chura bao gid nghiém tiic hon lic ndy. Va t6i s& cho em va ¢ Goebbert day ba ngiy phat ¢ lai truong sau gio hoc bét dau tir hom nay.”
“Dimg lam thé,” T6i thi thim vai thiyy Furie voi hi vong i khong ai khac s& nghe duoc. “Xin thiy dimg lam thé.”

Madison hién & vé bi sdc trén khuon mt. “Thay phat bon em chi vi bon em cuoi? Thoi ndo thiy Furie, diéu nay Ia khong cong bang.”

“Ctr n6i v6i thiy hidu truong néu em ¢6 van dé gi voi hinh phat ciia t6i.”” Thiy Furie md ngiin kéo ban gido vién 16i ra hai to gidy phat mau xanh va dién
vao day, roi thay ra hiéu cho Madison va Lacey 1én nhén lay.

Ca hai ngudi ho ném cho t6i nhitng c4i nhin day nguy hiém. Oi khong & that. Gios thi toi lai vao tamngam cla Madlson, va t0i khong biét im sao dé
thoat khoi né. “Em s& khong & lai trurdng sau gids hoe duoc, vi em phai dén phu gitp tai tiém quén 4o ctia me em.”

“Emnén nghi vé diéu do trude khi quiy phé 16p hoc cta o1, Gior thi ca hai xin 16i Kiara di,” thy yéu cau.
“Khong sao dau,” t6i li nhi. “Cac cu khong khong. ... khong. .. can phai im thé.”

“O nhung t6 mubn im thé dy. Ching t6 xin. .xin. ..xin. .. xin. .. 19i,” Madison n6i, va d¢t nhién ca Madison va Lacey lai bat dau cudi khic khich.
Tham chi sau khi ho ra khéi lop 101, t6i van c6 thé nghe dugc nhitng tiéng cudi vang lén tir chd sanh di xudng,

“Thay it ho t6i xin 16i em vi nhitng hanh vi khong thich hop 4y,” thdy Furie n6i. “Em van mudn chia sé bai im ctia minh cht?”

Toi ic dau va thay Ay the dai, nhung khong hé y kién gi khi t6i trd lai ban minh. T6i chi wéc chudng mau reo dé co thé trén vao nha vé sinh nix. Toi cuc
ki tirc gian ban thin vi da d¢ ho anh huong dén minh. Trong hai muoi phit tiép theo, thay Furie goi cac hoc sinh khac Ién doc bai, con t6i chi nhin vao cai
dong ho va cau nguyén cho thoi gian troi di nhanh hon. Thét kho dé ngin duoc dong nurde mit dang chye trao ra bat cir i nao. Ngay khi chudng reo,
t01 thu don sach va chay hét suc ra khoi 16p. Thay Furie goi nhung t6i coi nhur khong nghe thay gi.

“Kiara!” Tuck goi, cau 4y tom léy canh tay t0i va kéo t6i lai. Nhimg giot nuéc it ngu ngde chay dai trén guong nit t6i. “To mubn & mot minh,” giong
61 nhur nghen lai, i toi chay xudng sanh. Phia cudi hanh lang c6 mdt cai cau thang dan toi mot phong chira ti do trong danh cho céc d6i dén thi d4u
trong vong loai nén bay gio' thi khong ai dén doca, vi thé noi d6 nhur thién duong ctia t6i e nay, noi t6i | khong can phai trung ra nu cudi gia tao nao. Toi
y thirc dugc ring minh s& bi mudn tiét hoc tiép theo, nhung ¢6 Hadden thurdng khong diém danh, ma néu c6 thi t6i ciing khong quan tim. Téi chi khong
mubn ai chimg kién nhiing gidy pht 1€ hai ndy thoi.

Toi diy cira phong va ngdi vao trong mit bang ghé. Tt ca nhimg ning hrong t0i da ding trong nira tiét cudi mon tiéng Anh dé ngin ban than minh thit
thd dang dan kiét qué. Toi e minh c6 thé manh md hon va khong quan tam dén nhimg gi moi ngudi nghii, nhung khong thé. Toi khong manh mé nhur
Tuck. Va cang khong thé manh nhur Madison.

Toi u6e t6i ¢ thé k chinh minh, mdt Kiara Westford khong c6 vén dé gi vé néi Eip hai dai loai thé. Mudi lim pht trdi qua, t6i tién Ién phia bon rira va
nhin hinh dnh phan chicu cta minh trong guong. Toi nhin nhu vira khéc xong vy. Kiéu the, hodc kiéu nhur t0i vira bi cam lanh nang, Toi lam uét khan
gidy va dap 1én mit cho n6 do sung. Sau vai phit, t6i nghi 1a minh cling kha twrom tat. Hi vong 1a s& khdng ai dé y rang t6i vira khdc xong,

Canh ctra phong d6t nhién md ra lam t61 kha ngac nhién

“C6 ai & day khong?” Gigng ctia mdt trong nhitng ngudi bao vé clia trudng vang Ién.

“Vang.”

“Chdu tdt nhdt nén quay lai Iop hoc vi canh sat dang & day. Ho dang thure hién mdt cude diéu tra v& thudc cAm.”
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Chuong 11: Carlos

Dich: Dzungnguyen1102

Trong gio sinh hoc, sau khi hoan thanh bai giang v& gen trdi va lin, ¢6 Shevelenko bét ching t6i v& nhitng 6 vudng va viét vao d6 nhimg trrong hop khéc
nhau vé€ mau nit & tré con méi sinh.

“T¢ dinh ri mAy dra con trai dén nha choi qua dém”” Ramn6i khi ching t6i lam bai, “Céu c6 mudn dén khong?”

Di Ram | mjt dira khd gié thi cu ta cfing choi khé dep. Tudn trude ciu dy da dua t6i t& gidy ghi nhitng diéu can chil y trong hai tuén dau tién ¢ trudng,
va con ké cho t6i cau chuyén vui nhon vé chuyén di truot tuyet vao miia dong ndmngodi cua céu ta.

“May gio?” T6i hoi cau y.

“Khoang sau gio gi d6.” Cau dy xé mdt miéng gidy tir vo va bt dau hi hody viét lén.

“Pay Ia dia chi nha t6.”

“Nhung t& khong c6 xe. Nha cdu c6 xa im khong?”

Cau Ay lat mit sau ctia tO gidy va dura t6i cai bit. “Ché sao cé, t&'s& qua d6n cau. Cau song & dau?”
Ngay khi toi vira viét xong dia chi ctia Alex thi ¢6 Shevelenko di dén ban chiing ti.

“Carlos, emda nhan dugc 101 nhén tir ban Ramiro chua?”

“Rdia.”

“Tét, vi tudn sau da kiém tra roi.” Khi c6 4y dang phét to bai tap thi ndm tiéng bip vang Ién vira loa truong,
Ca 16p hoc c6 vé nhur déu rét kinh ngac.

“Chuyén gi vay?” Toi hoi.

Ram nhin trong ¢6 vé bi sbe. “Chét tiét that, ching ta b kiém tra dot xuét.”

“Kiém tra c4i gi?”

“Néu d6 Ia méy g tam than voi khiu stng trén tay thi t6 s& trdn ra ngoai tir cira s6,” mdt dira hoc sinh khéc tén John néi, “Cac cau di véi t& khong?”

Ram d4o tron mit. “Khong ¢6 ke nao vdi sting & ddy ca anh ban a. Neu 13 thé thi phai 13 ba tiéng bip dai chir khong phai ndm tiéng bip ngin nhur thé nay.
Pay I mdt cude kiém tra vé thude cAm va n c6 vé 1 khong theo lich ¢b dinh, vi t& chua nghe ndi gl vé n6 ca.”

John trong c6 vé hao himg. “Goi hoi me cau di Ramy, biét dau ba dy lai biét thi sao.”

Kiém tra thudc cAmu? Toi hi vong I Nick Glass khong mang méy thir ddy dén trurong, Khi t6i nhin qua Madison, ngudi dén mudn sang nay, thi co dy
dang lay dién thoai ra ttr vi va Ién It nhan tin cho ai d6 dudi ngan ban.

“Moi ngurdi trét tir ndo,” ¢d Shevelenko noi. “Phén 1on cac em da biét dén viée nay tir trude d6 rdi. Ma trong trurdng hop nhitng ai khong biét, thi day 1
mot cude kiem tra, nén khong ai duge roi khoi cho.”

Madison lién gio tay. “Thura ¢6 em mudn dén nha vé sinh.”
“Xin 16i, Madison. Em khong thé.”
“Nhung em thuc sy can! Emhira 1 s& quay trd lai som.”

“Luét cta cube kiémtra nay 1 khong duoc ling vang trong sanh.” C6 shevelenko van nhin chim chil vio may tinh. “Cac em hily tranh thi1 hoc cho bai
kiém tra thir tu tuan t6i nay di.”

Murdi lim phit sau tiéng gidy Iop cop vang 1én ngoai cira phong hoc.



“Cau nghi dira ndo s& bi tom?” Mot dira tén Frank thi tham khi co Shevelenko ra gip ngudi kiém tra & ngoai cira.

Ram gio' hai tay. “Dimg nhin t6 thé ngwoi anh em, t6 s& khong mao hiém thé dé rdi bi dudi ra khoi doi bong d4. Va bén canh d6 thi me t6 s bét nhdt to
trude tién néu ba ay phat hién t& lam may tro phi phap.”

Cb Shevelenko budc vao phong hoc. “Carlos Fuentes,” ¢d 4y goi that to va 13 rng,
“Carlos!” C6 4y goi lai lan nira. “Da?”

“Qua day.”

“Anh ban a ciu b bt rdi,” Frank néi.

Toi budc dén chd ¢ Shevelenko, va tat ca nhing gi t6i chi y i hang ria mép di chuyén Ién xudng mdi khi ¢6 4y n6i, “Cé mdt s ngudi mubn noi chuyén
voiem Pitheo t61.”

Toi biét i moi ngudi trong 6p sinh hoc déu biét tai sao i lai b goi ra, nhung van dé I t6i khong hé dé bét ki loai thude cim ndo trong tii clia minh ca.
Co thé 1a vi ho biét toi dén tir Mexico va muon truc xuat t6j, cho du t6i dugc sinh ra tai [llinois va 1a mdt cong dan M§. Trén duong di hai canh sat lai gan
to1L “Chéau c6 phai la Carlos Fuentes khong?”” M6t trong sO ho hdi.

“Vﬁr]g”

“C6 thé cho ching t6i xem ti dung dd ctia chau duoc khong?”

Ti ctia 0 u? Toi nhin vai. “Chéc chéna.”

Khi t61 bude dén chd ti dung dd, ho budc theo 61 gin dén ndi t6i ¢6 thé cam nhdn duoc hoi thd ctia ho ngay sau ¢ minh. Bude dén sanh J t6i thdy mot
con cho nghiép vu K9 dang stia am71 ¢ tii ctia toi. Cai khi gi the nay?

Con cho duoc ngudi dit yéu cau ngdi xudng,

Thiy House ciing dang diing canh tu ctia toi.

“Carlos, ddy c6 phai ti ma em dugc phan khong?” Thiy 4y hoi.

“Vanga.”

Thay Ay dimg lai mbt chit trude khi ndi, “Toi s& hoi nbt diéu ndy thoi. Trong ti em 6 tang trix thude cAm khong?”
“Khonga.”

“Vi thé em khong ngai mo n6 ra chir?”

“Vang,” Toi nhdp mé va mo cira til.

“Déy la cai gi?”” Mot trong nhimg canh st ¢ d6 chi vao nhiing cai banh quy nam chim cta Kiara va hoi Ong 4y choc choc vao mdt cai, “Chiing i banh
quy thoi,” va ndi ki€u rat ngd ngan nhur the day.

“Chau nghii Iz con ché ctia chii dang d6i,” t6i bao 6ng ay.

Nguoi canh sat thir hai liéc t6i mdt cai. “Yéu cau chau im king. Nhiing c4i banh quy nay hén i duoc tim thude va chau dang ban ching.”
Banh tim thudc 4? Puia nhau 4? Ching chi a miy c&i banh quy ¢6 dinh nam cham thoi, vi thé t6i bt du cudi to.

“Chéu nghi diéu nay budn cudi ima?”

Toi hing giong va b lam mit nghiém tic. “Khong a thira ngi.”

“Chau da lim miy cai banh nay 42

“Vang thura ngii,” t6i ndi dbi boi vi viée ai im ra nd khong quan trong,

“Nhung tot nhat 1 chi khong nén 16i ching ra.”

“Tai sao khong? Néu chii tim ra thir gj trong d6 thi sa0?”

Toi ic dau. “Khong c6 dau, tin chau di, ching khong bi tim thudc.”



“C6 nguy bién gioi day,” canh sat noi.

Théy hiéu trudng chon cach phét Ky tdi va ¢6 16 mot trong nhimg céi bénh quy nam chdm ra, va tat nhién I céi banh v&y vun trong tay thiy Ay. Toi gia vor
ho Ian nia, ¢0 nhin cudi khi thay 4y ndm day vun banh trong tay va hit hit no. Toi tw hoi Kiara s& nghi sao nu ¢6 dy biet nhimg cai banh quy ctia minh bi
kiém tra nhur the ndy.

Mot trong hai ngurdi canh sat bop nat mot cai banh quy khac va cén mdt miéng nho dé thir xem c6 thube cAm & trong ddy khong. Ngwdi d6 nhin vai. .
“Toi khong thiy c6 gi ca.” Rdi ong ta dua chd con lai xudng mii con K9 va con chd bat dong. “MAy cai banh | quy nay sach s&,” 6ng ta noi. “Nhung van
co thir gi do trong cai ti ny. Loi hét moi thir ra,” ong ta yéu cau, sau d6 khoanh tay trurde nguce. Toi lay ra miy cudn sach & ngan trén cuing va dat ching
xudng san. Toi lai 16i ra miy quyen nira tir ngan du6i. Khi t61 161 ra caiba 16 thi con cho lai bt dau sta ami Con chd ndy dién roi. Néu theo doin6 thém
mdt lic nita, t6i dam chiic ring dau no s& xoay vong va doi mit s& chuyén ra sau dau mt.

“LAy tAt ca moi thir trong d6 ra va dit trén san nha,” thdy House noi.

“Em khong hiéu tai sao con cho lai ¢6 tAn cong ba 16 ctia em, nhung em khong tang trit thude trong d6. C6 thé con ché ¢6 van dé roi.”

“Con cho chang cd van d€ ndo ca, con trai a,” nguoi dat con K9 ndi.

Mach t6i nhur trat mot nhip khi 6ng ta goi t6i 1 “con trai”. Toi chi mudn stt cho dng mdt phét nhung 6ng ta lai cd mdt con ché dién c6 thé tan cong toi
bat ctr ic ndo.

T6i lan kot 16i tig thir ra khoi ba 16 va dat ching thanh mdt duong thing, Mot c4i but chi, Hai cai bit myre. Mot quyén vo. Mot quyén sach tiéng Tay
Ban Nha. Mot lon Coke.

Va con ché lai stia. Ma doi da, t6i d4u c6 dé lon Coke ndo vao dy! Thay hiéu trurong cim céi lon Ién, md nd ra va 6i chét tiét that. Pay ki mot lon Coke
Mot tii can sa. Mot ti to. V...

La mdt cai tii ddy nhitng vién thudc méu xanh va triing bén trong,

“Do khong phai ctia em,” t6i ndi véi ho.

“Vay thi ctia ai day?”” Thay hiéu truong hoi. “Pua cho t6i mdt céi tén ndo.”

Toi khé chic ring n6 1 ciia Nick, nhing t0i khong muén khai ra anh ta. Néu 6 dieu gi ma t6i da hoc duge & Mexico, thi d6 1 ban khong bao gitr dugc
md miéng. Mai mii. K€ ca t6i c6 khai ra Nick hay khong thi tdi van s& cé t6i thoi. “Chau khong c6 cai tén ndo ca. Chau mdi ¢ day mdt tuan thoi, hily tha
chaudi.”

“Ching ta s& khong tha chau trong khuon vién truong, vi diéu do 1 pham phap,” mdt ngudi canh sat 106i khi liéc Imt nhin hinh xam cta 61 Ong 4y cam
caiba o tir tay thiy hiéu truéng va mo ci tii chira thudc ra. “Pay b Oxy-Contin. Va cai ndy,” 6ng dy noi, mo tiép ti can sa, % dii ching cir cho ching
i két luAn ring chau khong chi hit, ma con budn ban ching,”

“Em c6 hiéu diéu nay c6 nghia i gi khong Carlos?” Thiy hiéu trrdong hoi,

C6 chir, tat nhién I t6i hiéu. Piéu ndy c6 nghia i Alex s& giét t6i nt.
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Chuwong 12: Kiara

Khi nghe tin Carlos bi bit, ‘ngay lap tirc theo ban nang t6i goi ngay cho bd. Ong dy 16i 6ng s€ goi cho Alex va tim hiéu xem chuyén gi dang xay ra va
Carlos bi bt & dau. Khi vé nha, me t6i dd dimg sin & cira. “BO con ndi dng Ay s& vé ngay biy gioy ciing vai tin tirc ctia Carlos.”

“Thé me co biét chuyén gi xay ra khong?”
Ba gt du. “Alex néi véi bd con la Carlos khing khiing cho ring chd thude cim 4y khong phai cia ciu ta.”
“Alex ¢6 tin cau Ay khong a?”

Me t6i thor dai. “Céu Ay khong tin cho Em.”
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B4 01 vé& nha v6i méi toc nhur bi vo di vo lai nhidu 1an trong ngay.
“Hop gia dinh ndo,” ong n6i.

Khi ca gia dinh da & trong phong khach, bd 6i héing giong, “Moi ngudi cam thy sao néu Carlos s& & ddy cho dén khi két thic chwong trinh hoc phd
thong?”

“Carlos la ai a?”” Brandon hoi, hoan toan mi mo.

“La em trai cua mot trong nhitng hoc sinh cii ctia bd. Va ciing la mdt trong nhimg ngudi ban ctia Kiara.” B i nhin tir phia t6i sang phia me. “Hoa ra
chd céu Ay van hay & 1 khu nha tro cap cho sinh vién. Vi Carlos khong phai 1 sinh vién ciia trurong nén nguoi ta ndi rang cho cau dy ¢ d6 I sai uat.”

“Con s& c6 mot 6ng anh? Tuyét!” Brandon hét kén. “Anh 4y c6 thé & cing phong véi con dugc khong? B me ¢6 thé mua cho ching con mbt céi giwong
tang va moi thir.”

“Dlmg qua hao himg, Bran. C4u dy s& ¢ trong ciin phong vang,” bd i ndi voi em trai.

“Sau dot nay cau éiy s& thé na0?” Me 6i hoi.

“Anh khong biét. Nhung trén tat ca, anh nghil cau ta s& B mt dira tré ngoan néu duroc Ion Ién trong mt mdt trudng tich cure va khong c6 thude cim
Anh s€ c0 giip néu tat ca moi nguoi déu dong y vi cau ay s€ bude phai & nha ching ta hoac quay lai Mexico. Alex ndi cau ay cd thé lamtat ca dé Carlos
duoc ¢ day.”

“Con thay 0n voi viéc cau ay ¢ day,” t6i n6i va nhin ra rang minh thyre s& nghi nhur vay. Suy cho cting thi moi nguroi déu nén dugc trao mot co hdi thir hai
ma.

B4 quay sang nhin me, va me vuron tay ra kéo b lai gin. “Lan ndy chong em dinh gitip do théng nhc nay that su u?”
B mim cudi voi me. “Do6 1 diéu nén am mi.”
Me t6i hon bb. “Emnhé 1 c6 miy tim ga trai giwong sach cho giudng ctia phong khach rdi”

“Toi da cudi dugc ngudi phu nit tuyét nhat trén doi” bd béo me. “Anh s& goi bdo Alex,” ong thém vao mdt céch hdo himg, “Thir hai & ching ta s& dén
gip toa lan nita. Ching ta s& giip cdu nhdc hoa nhdp mdt cach thye sy vao trudng Flatiron thay vi bi duoi hoc.”

Toi nhin theo bb 161 khi 6ng 4y roi phong khach va di dén phong 1am viée. “Ong dy dang nhan nhiém vu,” me n6i. “C6 anh sang trong it b con khi ong
ay ding trude bat ctr thr thach nao.”

Toi chi hi vong 13 bd t6i ¢6 thé giir duge anh sang Ay, boi t6i co cam gide 1 sy kién nhin ctia bd t6i, von da & bac thanh than, s& b thir thach trong thoi
gian dai toi.
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Chuwong 13

“Cuhr gii tra em vé Mexico thdi va anh s& hét trach nhiém vii em ngay lap tirc,” t61 ndi vdi Alex Vélq sang chu nhat khi t6i dira ngoéj voime. Alex budc
1 phai k& cho ba vé moi viée xay ra. Khi canh sat ap tai toi lén xe v6i doi tay bi cong, 61 cting chap nhan thoi. Tham chi vé sup do va tuyét vong trén

it anh trai khi dén don canh sat ciing chang lam t6i boi roi. Nhung ndi chuyén trure tiep voi me ngay ic nay va nghe ba khoc 16c hdi t6i chuyén gi xay
ra thi t61 thue sur khong chiu duoc.

Ba 4y ciing n6i 1 t6i khong nén trd lai Mexico vi “S& khong an toan cho con,” ba dy néi vdy.

“Tranh xa ra Carlos, hily tranh xa noi d6 ra.” Toi cling ching ngac nhién cho lim Cé cudc doi nay da qua nhiéu ngudi bo lai ti hoac béo t6i hdy tranh
xa ho - bo 101, Alex, va roi gio dén me t6i.

Alex dang ndm trén girong gic tay che hai mit. “May s& khong tré lai Mexico. Gido su Westford va vo dng s& dé may ¢ nha ho. Moi viée d thoa thuin
xong roL.”

Séng cling véi ong gido sur ddng nghiia voi viée sdng cling nha voi Kiara. D6 thire sur i mot bude chuyén rt rat 8. “Em khong dugce phép v kién gi vé
viéc ndy phai khong?”’

\
U
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“@HYS HEH QY @EN”
“Chinh may tao ra déng hdn don ny va gio may phai sdng chung v6i n6,” anh trai t6i noi.
“Emda n6i 1 chd thubc d6 khong phai ctia em!”

Anh 4y ngoi dy. “Carlos, tir khi mity dén ddy ching ta déu da ndi vé chuyén thude cam. Gios thi vi ho thy n6 ¢ trong tii ctia iy, cong thém déng OC
nita, nén ké ca khi chiing khdng phai ctia may, thi may cling phai nhén tdi thay cho ké khac.”

“Pidu nay thyc su a khén nan.”

Nira tiéng sau, khi t6i budc ra khoinha tim, Brittany da quay tr6 lai. C6 a dy ng01 canh ban, mic mot chiéc 4o len dai bang nhung mau hong bé sat nhimg
dudng cong ctia minh. T6i thé ring ¢6 Ay chic hin sdng & gan ddy. .. vi ¢b Ay qua ddy sudt ngay.

Toi bude vé phia girong minh va chot wde rang minh dang khong ¢ ddy. Gio toi nhu mot ga xin dang say trong sur khat khao tra tho. Toi s& khong budng
Jong ban than cho dén khi biét duoc ké da dé thude cim vao ti dd ciia toi. La bét ki ai thi ké do6 ciing s& phai tra gia.

“Chi hi vong i em khéng bi dudi hoc,” Brittany n6i voi giong budn ba. “Nhung chi biét B Alex va gido sur Westford s& lam hét stre dé gitp em.”
“Oi dimg t6 vé budn ba thé,” t6i ndi véi ¢o y. “Khi em i di thi chi c6 thé dén day bt ctr khi ndo chi mudn mi. May cho chi dy.”

“Carlos, bién vé 6 di,” Alex ndi mt cach tho 16.

Sao t0i lai phai bién vé co chir. D6 déu a sur that na.

“Tin hay khong thi tily em, Carlos, nhung chi thurc s hi vong em ¢6 thé song vui vé & ddy.” Brittany ddy mot cai di dong mdi cong vé phia t6i. “Chi mua
cho em cainay.”

“Pé lam a? P8 chiva Alex ¢ thé kiém tra em cho tién a?”

C6 4y ic dAu. “Khong. Chi chi nghii i em s& cn mdt cai dé goi cho bon chi khi em can.”

Toi cam céi dién thoai lén. “Ai tra tién cho n6 thé?”

“Viée ndy quan trong 42 C6 dy hoi.

Hién nhién [ gia dinh t6i khong thé dii tién mua n6 rdi. Toi tra n6 lai cho Brittany. “Em khong can n6,” t6i n6i véi ¢o y. “Hay tiét kiém tién cta chi di.”

Ba chung t61 chui vao con Beemer clia Brittany vai gioy sau. Pang I& ra t6i nén hiéu a Brittany ghé qua dé dura t6i sang nha 6ng gido sur, va dé chic an
rang vé sau t6i bién khoi tim miit ¢6 Ay va anh trai toi.

Alex 18 vio con dudng ddy gi6 dan dén chd nhitng day nii. Khi ti nhin thiy nhimg ngdi nhé to Ion bén duong, toi biét a minh da tién vao khu giau ¢6
ctia thi trAn nay. Nguoi nghéo s& khong dé nhimg tm bién kiéu nhir “CAM XAM NHAP, DAY LA BPUONG TU NHAN, TAI SAN TU NHAN,
PUQC THEO DOI BOI CAMERA SURVEILLANCE.” T biét diéu nay boi toi B mdt ngudi nghéo, va ngudi duy nhét timg trung ra tim bién nay
ma t6i blet 14 ban t0i Pedro, va cdu ta thuc chit a tromno tir san clia mdt g gidu ¢6 ndo do. Ching t6i di vao mot con duong lat gach dan 61 mot ngdi
nha hai tang ngay dudi chan nii. Toi chura bao gidr duge sdng trong mdt cin nha ma minh khong thé d& dang ném mdt hon d4 vao cira s nha hang xom
nhur thé nay ca.

Nguoi khac c6 thé nghi rang toi chéic s& rit sung suong khi ¢6 co hdi duge sOng trong ngdi nha tuyét voi ndy, nhung that sy thi nd chi nhic nho t0i rang
61 chi o mdt ngudi ngoai. Toi khong phai mot thing thiéu néng; toi i biét ‘ngay khi t6i ra khoi can nha nay thi t6i van la mt gi ngheo nhur t0i van luon
thé - hogc t& hon I mdt gi nghéo & y trong ti. Noi ndy nhu mOt sy mia mai i d6i Vi o, va i chi mudn thodt khoi day. Ngay khi vira dd xe, gido sur
Westford da dén ching t6i ¢ cira. Ong 4y 1 mot nguoi dan 6ng cao gy voi mii toc bac va rit nhiéu nép nhéin quanh méit nhu thé ong da cudi qua nhidu
trong nhiéu nam qua. Trude khi toi bude ra khoi xe, ba ngudi nita da budc ra nhur thé mdt cude didu hanh chét tiét ctia ngudi da tréing, ngudi sau lai

Khi Kiara budc ra, khuon miit quen thudc ciia 6 &y nhur mdt sur nhiic nhé ddy kho chiu ddi voi t6i. Budi séng sau khi khoa ti d6 ciia co Ay lai thi toi bi
cong tay va bi tong vao ti. Cudc doi toi tir sung sudng vi tra thi duoc da roi thang xuong nhuc nha chi trong vai gio.

Kiara buc tim mii t6¢ ndu nhat clia ¢6 dy kn, miic quan jeans va mot cai 4o phong mau xanh 4 rong thing thinh. RS rang a ¢6 4y khong c6 y dinh an
nc t t€ mot chit dé don toi. Co ay tham chi con dinh may vét ban mau ndu hay vét dau mo gi d6 trén ma va ban tay.

Btr‘ng canh Kiara 1a em trjai co éy. Cau nhé‘c chic I mcf)t su nhd nhang hodc mjt quyét dinh mudn ctia b me, béi cu ta trong nhu moi hoe mau giao.
Thang nhdc trong that nhéch nhac voi cai cam dinh day s6 ¢6 la.

Pay 1 vo chi, Colleen,” ong ndi, ra hiéu vé phia ngudi phu nir giy dimg canh 6ng. “Va déy I con trai chit, Brandon. Va it nhién chéu da biét con gai
chu, Kiara.”



Ngai giéo su va v dang mic mjt doi 4o phong danh gon miu tréing. Toi doan réng ho thudng choi gon & mot cau lac bd dong qué ndo d6 vao cudi
tuan. Con Brandon thi ¢6 thé ngbi xem phim hay quang céo gi day — céu nhoc nghich mdt cach phien phire lam ngu6i ta muon cho cau phim Z-Tabs dé
tOng cau ra ngoai.

Khi Brittany va Alex bét tay v6i vo 6ng Westford va dira bé, Kiara tién lai gin toi.

“Cau 6n chir?” C6 Ay hoi that nho dén ndi ti suyt khong nghe théy.

“U bn,” t6i thi thAm. Toi khong mubn n6i thém chut ndo vé viée bi bt va 4p gidi ra sau xe canh sat c.

Chét tiét, that dang xAu hd. Cau nhoc Brandon dang nfu 6ng quén t6i. My ngdn tay nd day nhimg 1 s6 ¢ la nhoe nhoét. “Anh c6 biét choi bong d4
khong?”

“Khong.” Toi nhin qua Alex, ngudi c6 vé nhu khong thém dé v hay quan tim i thing nho nay dang lim ban quén toi

C6 Westford mim cuoi va kéo Brandon ra khoi t6i. “Carlos, chau hily danh vai phit d n dinh rdi ra sin sau #n trura nhé. Dick, arh hay dén Carlos Ién
gac va chi cho cau ay moi thir.”

Dick 4? Toi lc ic dau. Cha 18 dng gido sur van bi goi 1 Dick? Néu tén t6i 1 Richard, Toi s& bao moi ngudi goi nguyén la Richard hay Rich thoi, chi. ..
khong phai 1 Dick. Ma chét tiét, t6i nghi van nén goi A Chard thi hon.

Toi cAm ttii d ctia minh kn.

“Carlos, di theo chi,” gido sur Westford ndi, “Chu s€ gidi thiéu ngdi nha cho chau. Kiara, sao con khong cho Alex va Brittany xem con 6 t6 ctia con nhi.”
Tét ca moi ngudi di theo Kiara trong khi 61 di theo gido sur Dick. “Ddy 14 nha ching ta,” gido sw Westford néi. Bing nhur t6i dyr dodn, bén trong ngdi
nha cling rong nhur be ngoai ctia nd vay. NO khong rong hon nha ctia Madison, nhung n6 rong hon bét cir noi nao ma i tirng 6. C6 nhitng bire tranh In
treo ¢ sanh. Cling c6 mdt cai ti vi man hinh phang 6n treo & turdng trén cai binh ctru hoa. “Hay ty nhién nhur & nha nhé.”

U phéi rdi. Tu nhién nhu & Nha Tréing viy. “Déy k bép,” ong noi, dan t6i vao mot ciin phong khong 16 véi mjt cai ti lanh qué kho va céc dung cu im
bép bang thép khong gi khac. Ban bép mau den dinh nhitng vién nh6 nhin nhw kim cuong vay. “Néu chau muon By thir gi tir ti lanh hay chan bép thi hay
cu tur nhién khong can phai hoi dau nhé.”

Tiép theo, t6i di theo dng Ay t6i mdt c4i cau thang duoc trai thim “Chéu c6 gi mubn hoi khong?” Ong hoi.

“Noi ndy c6 ban do khong a?”” Toi hoi.

Ong 4y cudi. “Chéu s& quen trong vai ngaty t6i thoi.”

Déam ca khong?

To6i cam gidc duroc mdt con dau dau dir doi ap toi va toi khong phai song ¢ noi mi minh phai gia vo nhu mot dira tre biét hoi cai song cung voi mot ¢o
nang dinh banh quy nam chdm vao i d6 ctia minh va mdt thing quy nghi ring ngudi Mexico choi bong d4. Khi lén cau thang, & cudi tang i phong clia
hai vor chdng gi4o sur. Toi quay ra goc va ong Westford chi vao mot can phong “Kia la phong ctia Kiara. Can phong chd chéo kia, noi bén canh phong
ctia Brandon 1 phong tim chau s& ding chung véi thing bé.” Téi bude vao phong tim, trong ndy ¢6 hai cai bon rira dbi dién nhau.

Ong md canh cira ciin phong bén canh phong ctia Kiara vao vay t6i vao. “Con day 1 phong chau.”

Toi nhin qua mot ot phong cta toi. Tuong nha duoc son vang, voi tAm rém chdm bi bén cira s6. N6 nhin nhur phong ctia con gai vAy nén toi tur hoi la
sau mot thoi gian song & day libu ti c6 phéi cAm trong tay mdt cai thé chimg nhan dan 6ng khong, C6 mot cai ban & mot bén phong, va bén canh 14 cai

i1 quin 40, con moc treo quan 4o thi & bén con lai ctia phong, Chiée girong vai tAm ga mau vang ndm bén canh cira 6.

“Chi biét o né khong durge nam tinh cho Fim, vi thét ra vy chit moi trang trf lai n6 mot thoi gian trudc....” gido su Westford n6i, trong day vé xin I0i. ©...
dé trung bay blp bé st ctia ba ay.”

Dua nhau a? Phong trung bay bip bé st 4? Bup b str la cdi cva ng' i vy, va tai sao mit nguoi truong thanh lai mubn mot phong day nhiing thir ay? A
c6 thé d6 nhimg gi nhitng nguoi da tréng gidu c6 hay kam, boi t6i khong thé hiéu dwoc mot gia dinh Mexico ndo lai danh hin mot phong cho méy con
bup bé v& van ay.

“Chu nghi | ching ta ¢6 thé son ki dé céin phong trong nam tinh hon,” dng néi. Mat t6i ch ¥ t6 tim rém chim bi tron. “N6 s& can nhiu thir hon [a chi
son lai,” t61 lam bam. “Nhung khong sao dau, vi chau dau cé dinh ¢ day nhieu.”

“Cha, chu doan gids 13 Tic tot nhit dé n6i qua vé luat 16 & ddy.” Ngudi giam ho tam thoi ctia t6i ngdi vao mdt cai ghé canh ban.
“Ludt 1& a?” Mot ndi khiép so chay doc khéip co thé toi.

“Dumng lo, chi c6 mot vai lut th(A)'L’Nhung chu hi vong 13 chau s& tudn theo. Pau tién, khong thudc cAm hay bia ruou. Nhu chéu da biét thi can sa khong
hé khé dé tim thiy & céi thanh phd ndy, nhung chau s& phai gitr minh trong sach trong mdi phién toa. Thir hai, khong néi tuc chiri bay. Chia co mot dira



nhéc séu tudi rét dé bi dnh huéng, vi thé chi khong mudn né nghe thiy nhig tir nhu thé. Thir ba, gidr giéi nghiém cc ngiy trong tuan 14 nira dém, con
cudi tudn 1 hai gios sang, Thir tur, chéu phai t don dep vé sinh ¢4 nhén ciing nhur gitip viée nha khi dugc yéu cau gidng hai dira tré nha chi. Thir nim,
khong durgc xem ti vi néu chura xong bai tap. Thir sau, néu chau dwra mot c6 gai vé nha thi chéu phai mo cira phong. ... i do ctia c4i ny thi qua hién nhién
161 Ong Ay so s& cim nhur thé dang tim thém nhiéu lut khac. “Chi nghii tam thé da. Chéu ¢6 cau hdi ndo khong?” “Da c6 mdt cdu a.” Toi cho tay vao
i 40, tur hoi s& mét bao lu dé gido sur Dick nhan ra t6i | mot ké chng lai uat 16 nhi. Hay ké gi dAy dai loai thé. “Chuyén gi s& xdy ra néu chéu khong
tudn theo mot trong nhiing luat trén?”
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Chuwong 14

Toi khong biét nhirng ngudi khac trong gia dinh co déy khong, chir t6i thiy Carlos nhin ca gia dinh 61 nhur thé ching t6i 1 nhitng ngudi ngoai hanh tinh
dap xudng trai dat dé hiy diét cau dy. Chéc chin 1 cau Ay ching vui vé gi khi phai song ciing gia dinh t6i ca.

Toi tur héi la cau éy s€ phan ung ra sao khi biét dugc minh s& bi bude hodc thdi hoc hodc tham gia chuong trinh HOA NHAP sau g0 hoc. HOA NHAP
1 chuong trinh danh cho nhimg thanh thiéu nién dang gip ric r()i, ho phai ¢ lai truong sau gio hoc khi dang & trong thoi gian bi quan ché. Bé t6i bao Ia
Carlos khong biét rang chwong trinh nay la sur ra chon duy nhdt ctia cau ay Toi khong mudn ¢ nha khi Alex va bb t6i thong béo cho cau dy biét didu
ndy. Alex dang kiém tra cai gwong chiéu hau t6i moi Eip. Nhur khong thé kiém ché duoc nita, anh 4y md mui xe Ién va xem xét dong co xe.

“D6 1a loai V8 chudn,” t6i ndi Vi Brittany, nguoi dang dimg ngay sau Alex. Nghe thiy thé Alex bén cudi. “Dicu do khong co ¥ nghia gi v6i ban gii ciia
anh dau. Brittany con khéng biét bom ga ma.”

Brittany dAm nhe vao tay anh dy. “Anh diia em a? Tai mdi lin em dinh thir thi anh d4 lm hét i d6 chir. Tha that di, Alex.”

“Oi me oi, khong c¢6 ¥ gi dau, nhung em con khong biét dén cai gioang ciia méay phat dién ma.”

“Con anh thi ciing dau co biét vé dap bot voi dép gel,” Brittany chdng tay vio héng va n6i mdt cach day tur hao.

“Chiing ta van dang ndi vé 6 t6 dy 42" Anh dy hoi.

Brittany Fic dau. “Em dang ni vé mong tay.”

“Anh ciiing nghi thé. Vay thi em chuyén vé mong tay, con anh chuyén vé 6 to thoi.”

Khoe miéng Alex cong én thanh mdt nu curdi khi anh kéo ban gai lai gﬁn

“Chu nghi [ bita trra d3 sin sang 101, bd t6i hét Ién tir cira ra vao.

Me t6i vay cau em ti lai. “Brandon, con yéu &, con hity din Alex va Brittany vio san sau di.”

Khi Brandon chay ra sin sau thi t6i giap me & trong bép.

“Con dinh dau nhét & camkia,” me t6i noi. T6i s& cam va nhén ra 1 n6 khong phai dau nhét ma 1 son chdng gi epoxy mau den.

“Gio thi con lai boi nd ra rong hon rOi. bay—“Noi 11 me dua 01 mdt cdi khin & bép.

“Con xin.” Sau khi lau sach cim, t6i ria tay 11 bt dAu tron mon sa it hd dao dic biét cta minh,

O san sau, me i da trai Ién ban tAm khiin hoa mau hong va bo bat dia sir yéu thich duoc trang tri bang nhitng dan budm ddy sic méu bén trén, khién
cho chiing rat hop véi b tach. Mot vai nam trude ba md mdt cira tiém ban tra hitu co goi I Tra Hospitali. Néu ban song ¢ Boulder, dam ca 1a ban s¢
thich hoat dong ngoai troi va c6 161 song nang ddng. Va ca ludn 14 ban s€ udng tra thay vi ca phé. Cira tiém ctia me t6i rat noi tiéng & khu nay. T6i & do
vao cuoi tuan dé dong géi 14 tra, nhdp tra moi va dinh gid céc loai am tra bang sir. Toi cling giip me t6i vi€e kiém toan, ddc bigt khi ba can ai d6 xem
xem minh tinh sai & dau. Toi Ia ké boi 101 trong gia dinh, it nhat thi [a khi lién quan dén s6 sach. Toi bung sa lat ra. Cong thirc nay do t6i tu nghira va toi
gitt bi mét ve nude sot nén ngay ca bo me toi cling khong biét lam mon nay. Mon nay bao gomrau chén vit, qua ho dao, pho mét xanh, qua viét quat. ...
va “mon sot dac biét va bi mit ctia Kiara” nhur me 61 van hay goi. Khi ra bén ngoai, t6i dua cai au dung sa lat cho Carlos.

Cau Ay ng6 vao au. “Céi gi vay?”

“Sa lat.”

Céu Ay ngd vao lan nira. “Nhung ddy ¢6 phéi rau xa lich dauw.”
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“D¢ 1a ra chan-chan vit.” Toi dirng noi khi cam giac duge ludi minh nhu bi day hon.

“Ném thir di.”” Alex néi véi cau Ay.

“Em khong cn bi chi bao phai im c4i gi,” Carlos d4p tra.

“Carlos, c6 con it xa lach trong ti1 lanh,” me t6i xen vao. “C6 ¢ thé tron thém it xa lach vao nita néu chéu mudn.”

“Da thoi chiu cdm on,” Carlos Am bam.

“Chj rat thich’sa lét,’: Brittany ndi, ra hi¢u cho t6i dua co éy cai au. Toi khér,lg biét a ]i,éu co éy ¢6 thuce sy thl’qh sa lat rau chan vit khépg, nhung c[ﬁc hin
c6 dy dang co chuyén sur chiy ctia 61 khoi Alex va Carlos. Toi nhin qua bo t6i, 6ng ay dang nhin Carlos. Chéc 6ng dang tur hoi s& mit bao lau dé
Carlos budng long ban than va tin twdng ching t6i. Nhung van dé 13, t6i khong bict ¢6 khi nao Carlos s& thoi xt Iong voi tat ca moi nguoi, nhat 1a khi cau
ay mdi bi canh sat bat xong,

“C6 biét chéu & day dugc 1a nhd cé nhiing tinh tiét glam nhe cho tdi ctia chau,” me t6i n6i voi Carlos khi ba dura dia burger ca hdi cho moi nguol
“Nhung moi ngurdi déu rat vui khi duge ¢ chung va két ban véi chaw.”

B4 t6i Ay dia choc cai burger. “Kiara ¢6 thé chi cho chau quanh khu Boulder vao cubi tudn ndy, ciing nhur gidi thiéu chéu voi ban con bé. Phai vy khong
con yéu?”

“Chéc chiin rdi,” t6i n6i, mic du “ban ctia to7” chi bao gém c6 Tuck. Toi khong thuoe kiéu di choi v6i ca mot dam dong. Tuck 1a con trai, nhung cau éy
14 ban than nhat cta t6i ttr hoi nam nhat khi Heather Harte va Madison Stone curdi nhao t6i e 61 bi goi 1én doc “Chuyén hai thanh phd™ trude 16p.
Khong chi t6i moi thdy xau ho, ma chac 6ng tac gia Dickens ciing s& muon doi mb song ddy khi t6i pha hoai nhitng cau chir cta 6ng mot cach kinh di
Toi da ngimg doc ngay lp tire khi nghe ho cudi, chay ve nha va khong hé ra khoi phong cho dén khi Tuck qua va thuyet phyc t6i hity doi mit voi the
gioi. Tiet hoc cua thay Furie hom thir sdu da lam t61 nhé lai ngay hom ay.

“Chau nghi 1a cai burger ctia chiu chura chin, vi nhin né héng lim” Carlos n6i va nhin chdm chdm vao bita tiéc ca hdi cta me toi.

“D6 1 ca ma,” 01 bao cau dy. “C4 hdi”

“C6 xurong trong ddy khong?”

Toi lic dau.

Céu Ay lai cAm mdt cai banh bao tir gid Ién, nghién ctru nd r6i hoi nhin vai. Toi doan 1 cau Ay khong quen vai cac loai ngii cdc trir cai burger clia ciu Ay
ra.

“C6 phai di lam, nhung mai Kiara ¢6 thé dan chéu ra cira hang tap héa mua do,” me t6i ndi. “Chéu c6 thé chon nhitng gi chau thich.”
“Anh c6 thich thé thao khong Carlos?” Brandon hoi cu 4y.

“Ciing con tuy.”

“Tuy gi?”

“Tily vao ai | ngudi choi. Anh ciing khong xem tennis hay gon, néu do 1 diéu em mudn hoi.”

“Em khong noi dén xem thé thao anh ngéc a,” Brandon ndi, curdi vao niit cau éy. “Em dang noi dén choi co. Ban thin Max cta emda biét chian boéng 1o
day, ma cau ay cling chi bang tu6i em thoi.”

“Tbt ddy,” Carlos vira ndi vira an burger c4 hdi ciia cau Ay.

“Anh c6 choi bong da khong?”” Brandon hoi.

“Khong”

“Con bong 16?”

“Khong”

Brandon dang trén da va thing nhoc s& khong dimg lai cho dén khi n6 ¢6 duge ciu tra 10i nhur né mong nmudn. “Tennis thi sa0?”
“Ciing twong ty.”

“Thé anh choi mon thé thao nio?”

Carlos dat d6 an xudng. Oi khong. Anh miit cau y 1de ra tia phan loan khi ndi “Moén horizontal tango.”



(Tango | mdt diéu nhay, nhung horizontal tango & ddy Carlos muén am chi dén sex.)

Me t6i va Brittany bi nghen ngay lap tirc, con bd t6i ndi “Carlos. .. v6i giong canh cao 6ng thurdng ding trong nhitng truong hop nghiém trong.
“Nhéy nhot du phai mot mdn thé thao,” Brandon ndi véi Carlos, hién nhién né khong dé y dén con sdc ctia tit ca moi ngudi trong ban an.
“Nhung khi anh lim thé thi n6 1 thé thao ddy.” Carlos noi.

Alex dtmg ddy va ndi qua ham ring nghién chat, “Carlos, di n6i chuyén. Riéng tu. Ngay by gio.”

Alex bude vao nha nhung t6i khong chic I Carlos s& di theo. Cau Ay hoi do dur, sau d6 tiéng ghé ma sat véi nén san ken két vang 1én va cdu dy cim
dau di vao. Oi chuyén nay khong hay chit nao. Brittany Up niit vao hai ban tay. “Lam on hily bao chi khi ho két thiic nhé.”
Brandon quay sang b t6i voi doi mét mo to vo toi. “Bb o, kim thé nao dé choi horizontal tango a?”
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Chuwong 15

“Dén bao g thi miy moi dimg viée cur xir ngu ngde nhur thé ha?” Anh trai t6i hoi khi ching t6i d4 vao hian bép, ngoai tim nghe dugc clia miy nguoi da
trang.

“Cha, vang. .. Tai emc6 mit giao vién day gioi qua ma. Phai vay khong Alex?”

K& tir khi b6 qua doi khi t6i 1én bon thi Alex tré thanh nam gioi duy nhét trong nha, lic d6 anh 4y moi sau tudi. Anh 4y In hon t6i, vi thé ciing trd thanh
tam guong cho tdi noi theo.

Anh trai t0i dimg dura vao quay bép va khoanh tay trude ngue. “Thé ndy nhé: miy bi bat Vv6i dbng thude cAm. 'Tao khong quan tim dong d6 1a cua may
hay khong, quan trong la miy da bi tom Vi vy nén dumg ngay viéc gay sur lai va va song & ddy mdt cach tir té, khong thi may s& bi tng vio mdt céi trai
cai tao ndo ddy cho thanh thiéu nién véi nhiing ngwoi giam sat trong chimg timg budc chin ctia may. Chon céi nao?”

“Tai sao em khong thé quay lai Mexico? Gia dinh & d6 va ban bé ctia em ciing vdy.”

“Péy khong phai mot trong cac sy lyra chon.” Trude khi t6i kip dap 10, Alex da noi, “Tao khong mu6n may lai dinh déng gi ¢én bang Latino Blood. Bén
canh d6 thi Destiny khong con doi may déu, néu do 1a nhitng gi may dang nghi téi.”

Destiny va t6i di chia tay vao cai ngdy ca gia dinh t6i don d roi khoi Mexico. C6 Ay néi ching ich gi khi ¢6 niu giit mdt mdi quan hé tir xa va nhat 1 khi
ching t6i c6 khi ching bao gior duge gip lai nhau. Va néu chiing t6i khong bao gios roi Chicago thi Destiny va t6i da duoc & cling nhau, va i s& khong bi
méc ket & day trong mot can phong miu vang v6i tim rém chdm bi. Toi nghi tt ca moi nguoi trong cude doi t6i déu roi bo t6i khi dén mot thoi diém nao
do. Tir sau Destiny, t6i khong cho phép ban thin duoc c6 camxtic gi khi tiép xtic v6i moi nguoi. Neu 6i lai dé ban than minh quan tim dén ai do, thi
cudi cting ho ciiing s& bo 61, dy t6i ra xa hozc tham chi chét. Cude doi toi i nhur thé va s& vinh vién nhur vdy.

“Bay gio thi em s& & ddy, nhung mdt ngiy ndo d6 em s& quay trd lai Chicago cho dit anh ¢6 ting hd hay khong, Con gio thi hdy quay lai chd ctia anh va
bién khoi cude doi em di.” Toi chay hrdt qua anh t6i va lao vao phong minh, dong sam canh ctra lai. Nhung tim chin mau vang lai am t6i nhé lai day
dau phai phong toi. Khén that!

D sao t6i ciing mimg ki Alex khong di theo toi. Toi can & mot minh va nghil xem chuyén gi d4 xay ra vao thir sau dy. Ai dd bo déng thude vao ngin tit
ctia t0i? Liéu do c6 phai Nick khong? Hay 1 Madison, nguoi dén tiét sinh hoc mudn? Hay d6 i du hiéu tir bang Guerreros cho ti biét 1 ho luon biét
61 & dau cho dii t6i d di xa thé nao?

Nhin xudng tii d6 dait dudi dat, ti md nd va 161 quin 4o ra. Thye ra 14 t6i chi tong ching vao i thdi chir ching budn treo én, ba di sao thi t6i ciing dau
can méic quan 4o dugc treo phing phiu trén moc. Toi Iy ra ban chai, dao cao rau rdi vao phong tim giira ting, Mic dinh réing bén bon rira ¢6 cai ghé
dimg Ién ctia ctia Brandon, t6i quyét dinh ding chung véi thing nhéc. Toi cure ki khong mubn md mdt cai ti ra thdy mot dng tampon, do makeup hay
may thir tim phio Ay nén t6i dé ban chai va dao cao vao mt cai ngin ti trdng khong ¢ hinh nhan vat hoat hinh & trén. O trén tim guong trén bon rira
dén mdt méu gidy nho.

“THOI GIAN TAM SANG MOI NGAY
Thir hai, tu, séu: Kiara 6:25-6:35

Thir hai, tr, sau: Carlos 6:40-6:50
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Thir ba, nam: Kiara 6:40-6:50
Thir ba, nam: Carlos 6:25-6:35”

Khi ndo thi t6i nén thong bao cho Kiara biét ring s& khong ai co the bao t6i phai tim trong bao lu nhi? Toi s& tim trong mdt ic Au khi 61 n6ng, nhop
nhap hogic dién tiét. Nhu bay gio ching han. Chi vi t6i khong du xAu xa va t6i b bét vi nhitng diéu minh khong lam mi gios dy t6i phai sbng chung vai
mot dam ngudi la [am sa lat ttr rau chén vit.

Khi t6i dinh quay lai phong thi thay ctra phong Kiara khong dong chét nén con to mo cua toi ndi Ién. Biét chic ring c6 4y van dang an trua, toi kén vao
bén trong. Ban ctia ¢ 4y chit day sach va mot dong gidy to. Co mdt cai bang phia trén ban dinh nhimg cau néi khuyen khich ban than kleu nhu: “DPung
ngai trd nén khac biét”, “Hay yéu ban than trudc khi yéu ngudi khac” khién t6i khong thé mé ndi. Co nang doc méy cai ngd ngén niy mdi toi trude khi di
ngua?

Co6 mot vai bire anh chup Kiara va anh chang ngdi clng ¢ dy mdi i bita trura ¢ trrong duoc dinh trén bang. Mot tAm chup I hai ngudi ho dang leo nii
hay dai khéi lim g d6 trén nii, mot tim 1 canh hai ngudi ho truot tuyét. Trong cac birc anh, Kiara déu cudi rit twoi. Toi cam 1én mot quyén s6 duge
it trén ban va gio qua vai trang. Toi dung lai khi thiy dong chit “QUY LUAT HAP DAN” chinh inh ngay dau mdt trang gidy. Mt t6i ngay Iap tirc tap
trung vao dong chir “ngure dAy dan” duoc liét ké trong muc ngoai hinh cta Kiara. Toi bt cuoi, doc hudt qua cac cot tiép theo... ¢6 dy dang timkiém
mot g tur tin, tt bung, biét sira 6 O va thich thé thao. Ai s lai viét ra may cdi linh tinh nay chir? Toi ngac nhién 14 sao o 4y lai khong viét 1a toi dang tim
kiém mot anh chang biét quy dudi gbi va hon chén toi co chir. Trang tiép theo 1 ban v& chiéc xe clia c6 Ay bang but chi. Toi dot nhién nghe thiy tiéng
ctra phong k&o ket. Oi chét that, co nguoi vao.

Kiara dimg ngay & cira v6i vé mit rat sdc. Péng sau co dy 1 cai g trong birc anh. Kiara nhin trong rét kinh ngac khi thiy t6i ¢ trong phong cd 4y voi
quyén sO clia cO dy trong tay.

“Té dang can it gidy,” toi ndi, cb giit giong thit binh thurong va dat quyén s6 xudng ban.

Cai thing d6 budc kén. “Yo, yo, xin chao ban dong hirong!” Céu ta n6i. Toi ty hoi gido su Dick s& n6i sao néu toi d4 dit ban trai Kiara ngay trong ngity
dAu tién t61 & ddy. Trong s6 cac lut dng Ay n6i dau c6 ludt cAm danh nhau. Toi hip mit lai nhin ciu ta va bude 1én phia trude.

Kiara tim nhanh trén ban ¢6 4y, 16i ra mt quyén s6 khc va dii vao tay toi. “Day,” cd 4y nbi véi giong diy canh gidc.

Toi nhin xubng cudn s6 ma t6i ciing khong can cho Fim, cém théy bén than nhu mot tréi 6t xiém ket trong cai u chira ddy qua hach. .. noi ma t6i khong
thudc vé va chac chan la d6 cling khong phai sur ket hop hay ho gi. T6i ndi nho, “Hen gip lai sau. ... ban dong huong,” va quay tr¢ lai can phong vang
khe da chinh thirc duge phan cho t6i, chét tiét that.

Nhin ra tir cira s0, ti 4ng img nd cach mét dt bao xa dé thinh thoang t6i c6 thé trdn ra tin hudng modt chit tyr do. R6i mdt ngay toi s& thoat khoi day va
khong bao i nhin lai noi ndy nita.

“Carlos, chi c6 thé vao chir?” Toi nghe tiéng Brittany vong vao tir bén ngodi cira phong.

Khi t6i mo cira, t6i thdy mdi ban géi ctia anh trai t6i. “Néu chi dinh day db em thi iy tur tiét kiém sirc hrc ctia minh di,” t0i néi véi ¢6 y.

“Chi khong & ddy dé day db em,” co Ay n6i, va doi mit xanh nhat 4nh lén 1ong tréic an. C6 ay nghiéng ngudi rdt qua t6i va tién vao bén trong. “Va mic
du chi chac 1a ban em ¢ nha c6 thé danh gia cao ning hye tinh duc clia em, nhung mang chuyén d6 ra néi trede mat mot dira tré sau tuoi va bo me nd thi
khong phai la y hay cho lam.”

Toi gio tay Ién, chiin ngang i ¢6 4y dinh ndi tiép. “Trude khi chi tiép tuc thi em phai ndi thit B n6 hoi gidng day db rdi ddy.” C6 Ay bat cuoi. “Emnéi
ding. Chi xin 16i. Thyc ra 14 chi dén day dé dwa em cai di dong. Chi biét em va Alex nhur nude véi ira, nén chi mubdn ndi 1 néu lic ndo em nmuén nbi
chuyén véi ai d6 it ngang nganh hon mdt chut thi ¢6 the goi chi. Chi da Iuu ca s6 clia anh trai em va chi vao danh ba roi.”

R&i ¢6 Ay dat chiée di dong Ién ban.

Oi khong. Toi c6 cam giéc co 4y dang ¢b gan &l ti nhwr mOt ngudi chi gai ma t6i chura timg cd, nhung didu do s& khong xdy ra dau. Toi khong mubn
duoc gan giil, nén t6i quyét dinh t6 ra that khén nan. Nhing 11 néi ctr tudn ra that tw nhién, nhu thé t6i khong hé ¢b t0 ra nhu thé vay. “Chi dang tan tinh
ema? Emcir tuong chi dang hen ho voi anh trai em chir. That ra thi Brittany a, emkhong hen ho voi may a da tréing, ddic biét nhimg 4 toc vang hoe va
da trang nhu hd nude. Chi c6 bao gio nghi dén viéc nhuomda chura?”’

Okay, méy 1i d6 c6 chit hoi qud. Brittany khong dén ndi nhur thé nhung si nhuc ¢6 4y c6 thé lim ¢6 Ay trénh xa toi. Toi da Bm thé véi me i, Louis,
Alex, va chura bao gio that bai.

Toi kéo rong céi ngin ban ra va vt cai di dong vao do.

“Em s& can né mdt ngdy ndo déy,” co dy néi. “Chi khong nghi ngd gi i rdi em s& goi cho chi.”

Toi cudi nhat. “Chi ching ¢6 co sé gi dé khing dinh em 1 ai hay ems& Bm gi ca.”

“Muodn ca khéng?”’



T6i bude Ién, thu hep khoang cach gitta t6i v6i co 4y dé khién c6 Ay phai ki lai va tur hiéu ring t6i dang ndi nghiém tic.

“Dlmg c6 choc dén t6i, dd king lo. G Mexico t6i & trong bang dang ddy.”

Nhung c6 4y khong hé 1 lai. Thay vio do, ¢o Ay n6i, “Ban trai chi ciing tirg 1 mt g trong bang dang, Carlos. Va chi ching so ai trong hai ngudi ca.”
“PA ai bao rang chi 3 mdt minh chimg hoan héo cho thuyét nhitng c6 nang toc vang hoe ngu ngbe chira?”

Thay vi so hdi hay gian di¥, ¢6 4y lai budc vé phia trudc va hon ma toi. “Chi tha thir cho em,” ¢6 Ay ndi, rdi quay lung lai bude ra khoi phong, bo toi
dtmg d6 mdt minh.

“Emd4u c6 hoi xin s tha thir, hay can n6,” Toi ndi vong theo, nhung c6 dy da di mét roi.
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Chuwong 16: Kiara

“T¢r khong nghi & cu ta lai can gidy thét,” Tuck ndi khi ngdi dang chén trén cai ghé canh ban. “CAu ta dang rinh mo. Tin ¢ di, tir lic moi nhin thy t6 da
biet d6 1a rinh mo r61.” Toi thdi dai va ngdi Ién grdng, “Cau dang tha cau ciu ay vdi céi ki€u “Yo, yo, ban dong huong” day a?”

Thinh thoang Tuck n6i dé tyr tiéu khién cho ban than cau 4y, chir toi khong nghi 1 Carlos s& trén trong cai khiéu hai hude ciia Tuck.

“Xin 10i, t& khong thé kiém ché duroc. Cau ta nghi minh khé nhén Fim nén t& mudn kiém ché cau ta lai.” Tuck héch mit Ién. “Té cd ¥ ndy. Ching ta rinh
lai cAu ta di.”

Toi ic dau. “Khong doi nao. Vai lai ciu Ay ciing dang & trong phong nira.”

“Ciing ¢6 thé cau ta da xudng nha véi gia dinh cau rdi. Chiing ta khong thé biét dugc néu khong kiém tra.”

“D6 a mdt y kién 161

“Oi thdi ndo,” cau Ay van vi nhur em trai toi mbi khi toi khong chiéu theo ¥ né. “Chi 1 vui diia mot chit théi m. Té dang rit chan va td sép phai vé roi.”
Trude khi t6i kip tiéu hoa nhimg gi Tuck ndi, ciu 4y da linh mét. Toi nghe tiéng cot ket mdi khi cau 4y budc 1én mot bude vé phia phong ciia Carlos. Oi
khong, biéu nay khong tot roi. Khong mot chit nao luon. Téi tim ]ay tay Tuck vao ¢b kéo cau ay lai nhung khong thé ndo lung lac duogc cau dy. Toi nén
biét trude diu nay, khi Tuck da guyet thi khong gi ¢6 thé ngin cau dy lai. V& diém nay thi cau 4y kha giéng b t6i. Cira phong Carlos dang hé mo. Tuck
ngod vao bén trong, “Té khong thay cau ta dau ca,” Tuck néi.

“P6 14 vi t vira ra ngoai di vé sinh,” Carlos ndi tir sau hrng toi. Oi. Khong, Ching toi. Bi tom roi.

Toi hit mot ngum khong khi va véo Tuck mdt cai. Cai trd ndy thure su khong phéi y tudng sang sta gi. Toi ty hoi liéu Carlos c6 tra diia lai bang ci tro
banh quy khong,

“Ching t6 chi, &, dang tur hoi khong biét cubn s6 ctia Kiara gitip ich gi cho ciu khong,” Tuck bia ngay ra mt c4i cd ma khong chut ngai nging vi bi tom.
“Hay cau c6 can it gidy roi khong? Vibon t6 ¢6 thé dua uon néu cau can.”

“Uh huh,” Carlos néi.

Tuck chia tay ra. “Nhan tién thi t& nghi ching ta van chua c6 man gi6i thiéu chinh thirc. Té 1 Tuck, nhur cau biét thi né cing van voi luck.”

“Va fuck nira,” Carlos thém vao.

“A, thitr.” Tuck n6i mdt cach ling ting. Cau fiy lai chi tay vé phia Carlos va no mdt ny cuoi hét ¢5. “Cau dbi dap nhanh that déiy banthdna.”

Carlos gat ngon tay ctia Tuck di. “T6 khong phéi ban than cau, do do nguoi”

Pung Itic d6 dién thoai ctia Tuck vang Ién. Cau Ay 161 dién thoai ra va ndi, “Con nghe ddy,” sau d6 quay sang ndi voi toi, “Chac, t& phai vé day. BS

duong t6, Rick lai mang t6 véi me dén mot I6p hoc bén thimng ngé ngén ndo ddy. Hen ciu ngdy mai & trudng nhé Kiara.” Rdi ciu quay sang Carlos. “Cé
cAu nita, ban thin.”
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Tuck bién mét khoi tam nhin cua chiing t0i ngay Ip tire, bo lai t6i dimg mdt minh v6i Carlos ¢ hanh lang. Cau 4y budc Ién dimg truGe mat toi. Khi
Carlos tap trung nhin t6i, n6 rat kiéu khing bo cho du céu ay ¢ ¢0 tinh lim nhur the hay khong. Céu ay nhu mit con béo den da san sang vo moi, hodic
mot con ma ca rong da chuan bi san dé hit can khd mau ctia bat ki ai dimng day.

“Nhén tién thi t6 that ra khong can gidy, va céu Tuck cta cdu da noi ding, 6 da rinh mo.” Cau & 4y tro vé phong, nhung dot nhién lai quay mt lai voi t6i
true khi dong cira. “Nhing birc tuwong ndy rat mong, hily nhd Ky didu d6 néu in sau cau va ban trai dinh n6i chuyén vé t6,” cau Ay n6i, rdi déng sam
canh ctra trudc mat toi.
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Chwong 17: Carlos

T6i hom do, 16i duoc goi vao phong lam viée tai nha cia 6ng gido su. Toi dang mong chér con gidn dir ctia 6ng, thure sy ddy. Néu 6ng 4y hodc quan toa
& toa an nghil rAng mang i toi ddy co thé cai tao hay thay doi toi, thi doan thir xem két qué s& thé ndo. N6 gan nhur | ban niing thuan iy trong t6i da
thoi thiic t61 ndi loan mbi khi c6 nguoi ¢b kiém soat doi toi va bat toi theo ludt ciia ho. Gido sur Westford dan nhitng ngon tay ciia 6ng vao nhau va dua
lung nga ra sau trén c4i ghé déi dién voi cai bang ghé nho 6i dang ngdi. “Chau mudn gi ndo, Carlos?” 6ng hoi.

Ha? T6i bi goi dén day ma, nén t6i khong ngd 6ng lai hoi nhur vay. Toi mudn quay lai Mexico va tiép tuc sdng cude séng ciia t6i theo kiéu cia toi. Hodc
¢6 thé quay vé& Chicago, noi ban bé va nhing anh chi em ho 16n Ién cing t6i dang & do. .. Nhung t6i chic chén ring minh khong thé bao 6ng i minh
mu6n mang bd trd lai tir ¢oi chét.

Ong thé dai khi t6i khong noi 1oi ndo. “Chu biét chéu I mot dira cimg dau,” 6ng ndi. “Alex ciing da bao I chau bi virdng vio méy vu Ion xon &
Mexico.”

“Thisao a?”

“Thi chit chi mu6n ndi 1 chau ¢6 thé tao dung mbt cude séng méi & day, Carlos. Khi bt dau chau da di nhim duong, nhung chiu hoan toan ¢ thé quay
dau lai va bat dau mot con durong moi. Alex va me chau cling chi muon nhitng diéu tot dep nhat cho chaw.”

“Nghe nay chii Dick. Alex khong hé hiéu chau.”
“Anh trai chau hiéu chau hon 1 chau nghf, va hai chau giéng nhau hon nhitng gi chiu van tuéng ddy.”

“Ch chi vira m6i gap chau va chi ciing ching hi’éu g vé chau ca. Va chin thanh ma ndi thi chau cling ching cam thiy kinh trong chi lim khi cht cho
mot thang bi bat vi thudc cam vao trong nha. Thé quai nao ma chi lai khong thay e ngai khi chau ¢ day co chir?”

9 A

“Chau khong phii dira tré dAu tién m chi gifip dd, va s& khong phai dira cudi clng,” ong qué quyét. “Va chéu nén biét réng trurde khi Ky duoc hoc vi
gido su nganh tam li chi da ¢ trong quan doi, nén chi thay nhitng cai chét, sing 6ng va nhirng ké xau xa nhiéu hon hét thay nhimg gi chau da timg chimg
kicn trong cudc doi chau. C6 thé chida gia, nhung nhing e can thi chi cling cimg dau khong kém chau déu nén. Vi the chi nghif ching ta c6 thé hoa
hop duoc. Gio thi hily quay lai vi€c vi sao chu lai goi chau dén day. Picu chau muon Ia gi?”

C6 I& 61 nén n6i g d6 dé c6 thé ngin sur phién phirc ctia 6ng lai. “Quay trd lai Chicago.”

Giao sur Westford dra lung trds lai ghé. “Puoc thoi”

“Puoc thdi Ia sao a?”

Ong 4y gio hai tay lén. “Thi y chit 1 duoc thoi. Chau s& phai tudn theo moi ludt ¢ chi d& ra cho dén ki nghi d6ng, va sau do chii s& dua chau tro lai
Chicago. Chu hira day.”

“Chau khong tin vao nhitng 1oi hira.”

“Cha, nhung chu thi tin, va chi khong bao gidr khong giit 1i ca. Gior thi néi chuyén nghiém tic d roi ddy. Hay thu giin nhur & nha di va chau ¢ thé xem
ti vi néu mubn.”

Thay vi xem i vi nhu 6ng bao, t6i quay lai cai dia nguc (;hém bi vang ngay lp tirc. Khi di qua phong ctia Brandon, ti thay thing bé dang ngdi trén san
nha, mic d6 ngl voi du thir bong chay loai nho, ging bat bong va gy dép bong roi vai xung quanh. Thang nhoc dang choi véi chi linh bang nhira, nd
trong thit ngdy tho va hanh phic. Cudc song thit dé dang voi nd, bdi nd con chura phai tiép xic voi the gidi thure.

Cai thé gioi thue khén nan.

Ngay khi nhin thiy t6i, n6 mim cudi. “Nay, anh Carlos, anh ¢6 mudn choi trd linh khong?”
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“Khong phéi ti nay.”

“Thé con mai dugc phai khong?” N6 hoi voi giong day hi vong,

“Anh khong biét.”

“Nghia 14 sao a?”

“Ngia 13 hily hoi anh vao ngiy mai va c6 thé anh s& c6 cau tra oi khac.”
Suy ngh lai thi t61 n6i thém. “Ru chi em choi cting di.”

“Chi 4y vira choi roi. By gio dén Iuot anh.”

Luot toi w? Thang nh6c ndy bi hoang trong ning 16i nén mGi nghi rang t6i mubn modt krot choi voi n. “Anh bao ndy. Sau gio hoc ngay mai anh s& choi
bdng da voi nhoc, va néu em co thé ghi dugc mdt ban vao ludi clia anh thi anh s€ choi tro linh voi em.”

Thing bé trong hoi bbi rdi. “Em tudng anh khong biét choi bong da.”

“Anh da noi dbi day.”

“Nhung n6i déi i sai.”

“Atr, nhung khi em truéng thanh em s& im thé thurong xuyén ddy.”

N6 Bic dau. “Em s& khong am thé.”

Toi cuoi thim “Haly goi anh khi em da mudi séu. Anh dam béo khi d6 em s& nghi khéic.” Toi n6i rdi dinh quay vé phong minh thi thiy Kiara dang dimg
¢ hanh lang. Tim toc dudi ngra ctia ¢ dy dang bi long ra, va cac soi toc dang thi nhau thoét ra khoi day bude. Toi chua bao gior gip ¢6 gdindo it quan
tam ve be ngoai nhur ¢ ay.

“Cau di dau ddy?” Toi hoi.

Cb 4y hiing giong, nghe nhur dang danh trong ling, “Di bd,” ¢b Ay noi.

“Pi dau co?”

“Tap thé duc. Cau... c6 thé di cing t6.”

“Khong.” Toi luén quan niém ring miy nguoi di tap thé duc 1 miy ngudi da tréng cimg nhéc, boi ca ngly ho chi ngdiira d6. C6 4y bat dau budc di thi
t01 goi c0 ay lai.

“Kiara, doi d4.” C6 dy quay lai. “Bao Tuck tranh xa t& ra. Va con cai thoi khda biéu tim ciia ciu nita. ..

Toi s& dé ¢6 Ay biét didu nay, biét ai m6i 1 ngudi quyét dinh ¢ ddy. BS ¢6 Ay c6 thé ra Iénh bt t6i im theo nhig luat 18 ma t6i khong hé ¢6 y dinh im
theo, nhung khong mdt ai, déc biét Ia khong mot dira con gai ndo c6 thé ra Iénh cho t6i khi nao thi dugc tam Toi vat tay ngang trudc ngure va ndi uon
vao van de. “T6 s& khong theo cai thoi khda bicu ctia cau.”

“Con t6 thi theo. . . theo, nén cu hity quen dan. .. dan di,” c6 Ay n6i rdi quay lung lai va di thing xudng cau thang,

T6i & yén trong cin phong cho dén I trdi sang, khi giong ctia dng gido sur vang Ién tir ngoai cira.

“Carlos, mau ddy di. Nira tiéng nita ching ta s& xut phat.”

Khi nghe tlﬁy tiéng ong bude di, t6i bo khoi girdng va chui vao nha vé sinh. Khi m cira t6i thiy Brandon dang d4nh riing, nhung kem dénh riing nhoe
nhoét ra bdn rira va mit thiing nhoc, nd tréng nhur mot thiing nhoe khong duge binh thuong véy.

“Nhanh Ién, cachorro. Anh cn vao by gio.”

“Em khong hiéu cha-cha-cho-ro-ro nghia 1 gi.”

(Cachorro: tiéng Tay Ban Nha, chi nhitg nguoi rat ngy tho chua ranh sy doi.)

Chéc chén 1 thing nhoc khong biét tiéng Tay Ban Nha roi. “Tot thoi,” t6i n6i, “Em ciing khong can hiéu dau.”

Cubi cing thi Brandon ciing xong trong lic t6i quay trd lai hanh lang. Toi nghe thay tiéng canh cira phong Kiara mo ra. C6 4 ay budc ra khdi phong trong
trang phuc chinh t&. Chéc, thét ra thi ciing khong han 1a chinh té cho Eim. C6 4y van budc kiéu toc dudi ngwa nhur thé do6 1 dau hidu dic trung ctia co Ay,



va nic cai 40 phong méu vang c6 dong chir “ADVENTURELAND” véi quan so6c rong mau niu va doi bot leo niii
Vira nhin thy t6i ¢6 Ay m6 to d6i mét va d6 mét. Rdi co ning nhin sang chd khac.

“Ha, ha, ha!” Brandon cudi In, chi vao céi quan di ctia toi. Toi nhin xubng dé chac &n k khong c6 thir gi riéng tur K ra. “Kiara nhin thély quén 16t ciia
anh rdi! Kiara nhin thiy quén 16t ctia anh rdil” N6 hat.

Cb Ay budc xudng cau thang va bién mét khoi tim mit t6i ngay lap tirc.
Toi hip mét nhin Brandon. “Pi ¢6 ai bao ring thinh thoang em dung ki mdt cuc *rt nho bé phién phirc chira?
Brandon voi iy tay ché miéng va hit iy mdt hoi dai. “Anh vira néi bay.”

Toi Ién It dao tron mét. Chic 1 tir gio t6i phai ndi tiéng Tay Ban Nha dé thing nhoc nay khong biét t6i dang n6i g qua. A, hoac 1 danh Iira nd. “Anh
dau cd ndi bdy, anh chi ndi la em la mot cuc mirt nho bé phién phitc ma.”

“Khong. RS rang anh da ndi *ut.”
Toi Iy tay bit miéng va tho gip. Toi chi tay vao né va run run ngdn tay nhur mdt thing nhoe hai tudi va néi. “Em vira ndi bay.”
“Nhung anh n6i trude ma Carlos,” n6 ¢i. “Em chi nhéc lai nhing gi anh vira n6i thoi.”

“Anh néi mirt, con em thi ndi c4i tir cling vin v6i nd. Anh s& mach bd em.” Toi néi doi. Tat nhién 1 t6i s& khong kim thé that, nhung vin d& 1 thing nhoc
dau biet dicu nay.

“Dlmg ma, em xin ddy.”

“Dugc thoi. Anh s tha cho em, nhung chi lan ndy thoi. Thiy chua, bay o ching ta ciing hdi ciing thuyén nhé.”
N6 nhiu may lai. “Em chéing hiéu anh n6i gi ca.”

“Nghia [a tir gio ching ta s& khong mach léo nhau.”

“Nhung néu anh am chuyén xau thi sao?”

“Thi emnhd gitt kin miéng vao.”

“Thé néu em im chuyén xau?”

“Thi tat nhién anh ciing s& khong ndi ra roi.”

Thang nhoc c6 vé nhur dang hudng . “Vay néu anh thiy em an hét chd banh quy trong ti thi sao?”

“Anh s€ khong hé nira 1oi.”

“Va néu nhu em khong danh ring?”

“Thi chéc i em s& dén trudng v6i hoi thd hoi thdi va méy 16 sau ring, d6 1a tht ca nhitng gi anh quan tim.”
Brandon mim cudi va chia tay ra. “Thoa thuén anh dura ra dd dugc chip nhén, chang trai.”

Chéng trai u? Khi nhin theo béng Brandon quay v& phong no, t6i tir hoi liéu ring toi vira kira n6 hay 1 n6 vira lira t6i déy.
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Chuong 18: Kiara

Thé I viéc Carlos méic gi khi di ngu da khong con 1a bi mit nira. Caua by nyic doc mot chiéc quan dii nén toi phéi quay di lic dimg ¢ hanh lang ngay sau
khinhinra banthandangnhmchamchamvao 16. Hinh xam trén ngudi ciu 4y con nhiéu hon & trén bép tay va cang tay. C6 mdt hinh nho trén L NgUC ciu
4y, trong nhu hinh dang mot con réin, va khi tim mét t6i dich chuyén xubng, t6i bt chot thiy luét qua modt dong chix d6 den 16 ra bén ngoai quin dii ciia
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cau dy. Toi rat mudn biét chiing c6 nghia 14 gi va tai sao cu Ay lai xim ching, nhung rdt cyc thi t6i s& ching bao g md 1o hoi.

Me t6i da di tir mdt tiéng trurde dé ra md cira hang nén hom nay dén hrot t6i im bira sang cho moi nguoi. B ti dang ngéu nghlen chd trimg va thit hun
khoi t6i cho dat vao dia ong. T6i biét i ong dang doi anh Alex s& dén trong vai phit nita, v & rang i ca hai d thao luin xong v& cude ndi chuyén danh
cho Carlos sang nay.

Chéc chin I t6i khong mubn & ddy dé nghe ngong cude trd chuyén iy, va bén canh d6 t6i ciing thiy khé k ti 10i vi thir thach m cau Ay bj dua ra tbi
qua. Diéu cau ay khong muon nhat bay gio 14 lai c6 thém mdt ngudi nira d6i dau vdi cau ay.

“Bb,” t6i n6i va ngdi xudng chd ban an sang canh ong.
“Bb dinh n6i chuyén gi voi cau dy thé?”

“Bb chi‘djnh noi su that Ia sau khi toa an chfip nhan quyén giamho tam thoi clia b thiho s& dé cau fiy duoc gia nhap chuong trinh HOA NHAP thay vi
phai ngoi tu.”

“Céu 4y s& khong dong y dau.”
“N6 khong con Ira chon ndo khac.” B vd nhe én tay t6i. “Dimg lo, s& 6n ca thoi.”
“Sao bd biét?” Toi hoi.

“Boi vi tir sau bén trong b biét cau Ay mudn kim lai cude doi minh, va cac thim phan ciing mudn nhimg dira tré déu dugc dén trudng. Ma thie ra thi bb
cting khong chic Ia Carlos bict duge ban than n6 cling khao khat duoc thanh cong dén dau nira.

“Cau dy b mdt ké ngde.”

“Ngde nghech d6i khi 1a cach dé che ddu didu gi d6 & sau hon trong chinh ciu dy. Bo da biét cau dy s b mdt thach thirc ma.” Ong chot nging dau lén
va ném vé phia t6i mdt cai nhin tham thity. “Con c6 chéc i con van on véi viée cau Ay 6 lai day chi?”

Toi ty dat ban than vao tinh hubng ctia cau Ay va tir hoi liéu c6 ai dang tay gifip d minh khong. Chang phai ching ta tn tai dé gitp d& 1An nhau, dé trai
dat nay tr& thanh mot noi 6t dep hon u? bay khong phai mot cau hoi vé tin ngudng, 16 chi la vé khia canh nhan dao. Néu Carlos khong ¢ day thi ai biét
10i cau Ay s& di vé du chir. “Con hoan toan 6n vé viéc nay,” t6i noi. “That dAy a.” B 61, v6i kinh nghiém vé tam i hoc va sur kién nhan khong giéi han,
s& gitip d& Carlos. Va me toi thi. .. & thinéu co thé bo qua mot sb thoi quen ki quic ciia ba, thi ba ciing d mdt nguoi rat tuyét.

“Brandon, Carlos d4u roi?”” BS t6i hoi khi em trai t6i dang xudng ciu thang,

“Con khong biét. Con nghii anh 4y dang tim.”

“Puoc rdi, xudng an sang di. Mudi phiit nita xe buyt s& dén ddy.”

Khi tiéng nudc & trén tang ngimg, cho thiy Carlos d4 tim xong, bd toi nhéc. ‘Bran, di By cip ctia con di, xe buyt sap t6i roi.”

Khi b6 t6i giuc Brandon ra khoi nha dé bét xe buyt, t6i kim hai qua trimg cho Carlos.

Toi nghe théy tiéng cau 4y budc xuong trude khi thiy mit cau ay Carlos dang méic mdt cai quin Jeans xanh ddmrach & dAu gbi voi mdt cai do phong
den trong d cii ki vi bi giat qua nhidu ln. .. nhung t6i lai c6 thé trdng twong ra i nd hoan toan mém mai va thoai méi.

“Pay,” to1 ndi nho, dat trimg, thit nuoi va mdt coc nurde €p qua twoi mdi mat lanh Ién cho ciu ay.

“Gracias.” (Cam on). Cau 4y ngdi xudng mdt cach chim rii, hién nhién ki dang ngac nhién khi thiy toi im bita sang. Khi cau 4y an, t6i cho bat dia vao
may rira va mang ra nhitng tti d6 an trra me da goi san cho ching toi. The roi bo t6i quay trd lai sau mdt vai phut cting véi Alex.

“Chao budi sang em trai,” Alex n6i v ngdi xudng bén canh Carlos. “Sin sang cho phién toa chira?”’

“Chura.”

Toi v6i iy chia khéa xe va ba 16, dé bon ho lai mdt minh. Khi toi i xe t6i trurdng, t6i ty héi minh c6 nén & lai d6 nhu mt mot thm ném chén khong, béi
vi khi ba nguroi dan 6ng 6 cting mot cho, va dac biét khi trong d6 c6 hai ke cing dau la anh emnha Fuentes, thi do ding la m6t t6 hop nguy hiém. Nhat
la kh1 mdt trong s6 ho con bi bude phai tham gia vao mdt chuong trinh sau gio hoc d€ chudce lai 161 lam nita. Toi ddmbéo 1a khi ho néi véi Carlos, céu ay
s€ noi khtng 1én cho xem

B4 t6i i s& phat hién ra réng moi viée that 1a vo vong,
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Chuong 19: Carlos

“Anh lim g} & ddy vao gios ndy thé?” Toi hoi anh trai, rdi nhin sang gido s Westford dang cAm cbe ca phé trén tay. Chéc chéin c6 chuyén gi do dang dién
ra.

“Alex ¢ ddy dé ching ta c6 thé ciing théo luan vé nhing gi sap sira dién ra vao homnay. Ching ta s& yéu ciu toa trao quyén gidm ho chéu cho chd, va
dai lai chau phai cé thai o hop tac va chap nhan tham gia vao mdt churong trinh dic biét sau gio hoc.”

Téi nhin vao dia thirc n van con mot nira va budng dia xubng, “Chéu tuéng ching ta chi phai di t01 tda vi chuyén quyén giam ho chir. Gio thi chédu cam
giac nhur pham nhan dang bi bit mét 4p giai ra phap trudng va duge cho mot diéu thude cudi cling.”

“N6 khong phai 1a gi to tat ca,” Alex n6i. “Chirong trinh d6 duoc goi i churong trinh HOA NHAP.”
Giao s Westford ngdi phia bén kia ban thém vao. “D6 13 mdt churong trinh diic biét danh cho nhitng thanh thiéu nién gip ric rdi”
T6i nhin sang Alex dé duoc giai thich rd hon.

Alex hing giong. “Do6 la mot churong trinh cho nhitng dira dinh dang dén phép luat, Carlos. May s& & d6 mdi ngay sau gid hoc.” Anh ndi. Ho dang diia
t6i 4? “Em da bao anh rdi chd thude d6 khong phai ctia em.”

Gido su Westford dat cdc xudng ban. “Thé hiy cho chii biét n6 1 ciia ai.”
“Chau khong biét.”

“Thé thi khong dugc 1di,” gido sur noi.

‘Do 1a luat im ling,” Alex ndi.

Gido su Westford khong hiéu. “La sa0?”

Alex ngwrée nhin Ién. “Chéu biét mdt thinh vién ctia biing Guerreros Del Barrio,” anh &y n6i. “Lut im king béo vé tit cé céc thanh vién, vi thé cau ta s&
khong hé miéng, ké ca khi biét viéc d6 1 ai lam”

Gido su Westford thoi dai. *“Ludt im king chang gitp gi cho em trai chéu duoc, nhung chd hiéu rdi. Va diéu d6 khién ching ta khong ¢6 lya chonnio
khac ngoai yéu cau toa cho Carlos tham gia vao churong trinh HOA NHAP. D6 1a mot churong trinh rat hay Carlos. N6 danh cho nhiing dira tré bi dudi
hoc hodc tré vi thanh nién pham t0i. Véi chuong trinh ndy, chau co thé lay duge bang trung hoc va xin vao dai hoc sau ndy.”

“Chau s€ khong hoc dai hoc.”

“Thé thi chau dinh lim gi sau khi tot nghiép trung hoc?”” Gido s Westford hoi. “Dimg ndi voi chi 1 di ban thube cdm nhé, vi cubi cing thé ndo chéu
ciing bi tom thoi.”

“Chu thi biét gi chir chi Dick? Ngdi trong mdt can biét thyr an thir thirc an hitu co v6 van va phén thi d& Eim. Chi khi chi timg 6 trong trudng hop ctia
chau thi chti moi c6 quyén phan xét. Con khong thi chau s&€ khong nghe mdt 16i nao dau.”

“Me mudn chiing ta c6 mot cude song tdt dep hon ba,” Alex noi. “Hay am thé viba di”

“Sao ciing duoc,” t6i ndi khi bo cai dia vao bon rira vi t6i hoan toan khong con khau vi dé an thém bt ctr thir gi. “Puoc thoi, ching ta hdy di két thic
diéu khon nan nay di.”

Gi4o sir Westford cam cp tap 1én va tho ra mdt hoi nhe nhdm. “Sén sang chura chang trai?”
T6i nhéim it lai va tp long ban tay 1én hai nit. Toi chi hi vong 1 khi md mit ra t6i da trd lai Chicago. “Chi dau thire sy mudn chau tra 101 phéai khong?”

Nu cuoi nira miéng hién ra trén gurong it dng. “U khong hén. Va chau ni ding, chi khong & trong hoan canh ctia chau, nhung chéu ciing dau & trong
hoan canh cua chi ma, phai khong?”

“Thdi ndo gido sur. Chau dam c4 1 vin dé to nhdt ma chii phai dbi mit 1 khong biét nén Iyra chon cau lac b nhac ddng qué ndo dé tham gia.”
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“Con chi thi s& khong c4 thé néu chi 1 chau dau,” 6ng nbi khi ching t6i ciing budc ra khoi nha. “Chii khong tham gia vao cau lac bd nhac dong qué nao
ca.”

Khi ching ti bude dén ch cai xe ciia dng, hodc chinh xéc hon [ cai mé t6i nghi 1 c4i xe ctia 6ng, toi ki lai.
“Caigidaya?”
“Mot chiéc xe thong minh.”

N6 trong nhur mdt con SUV duoce cai tao mit cach ngu ngbc va trd thanh mot chiéc xe thong minh. Toi s& khong ngac nhién néu gido su Westford noi
rang n6 la mdt chi€c xe d6 choi ma bon tré hay lai long vong,

“N6 12 chiée xe tiét kiém nhién liéu. Vi cht hay lai chiéc xe nay, va vi chu cling chi lai xe di lam va vé& nha nén n6 dung 1a mdt sy lya chon hoan hao. Néu
chéu mudn 1ai n6 thi én thir di.”

“Ching ta ciing ¢6 thé diing xe clia chau,” Alex noi.

“Thoi cam on anh,” t6i n6i va mo cira chiéc xe thong minh rdi chui vao bang ghé bé ti dang sau. Thét ra thi no khong nho nhur t6i thiy bén 1 ngoai, nhung &
trong nay lam t6i cam gidc nhu dang 6 trong mdt con tau vl try thu nho. Miat khoang mdt tiéng dong hd thi thAm phén mdi chp nhan quyén giamhd tam
thoi ctia gido sur va chdp nhan cho t6i tham gia chirong trinh HOA NHAP thay vi bi bo ti1 hay L phéi di lao dong cong ich. Alex da roi di vi anh 4y ¢ bai
kiém tra, nén toi di theo ngudi gidm ho moi dé dang ki chuong trinh HOA NHAP va sau d6 dén trrong,

Chuong trinh 4y durge t6 chirc trong mot tda cao d¢ gach ndu cach truong trung hoc vai toa nha. Sau mdt lic doi bén ngoai, ching t6i dugc dua vao
phong ctia giam doc.

Mot nguoi dan ong da tring cao, to, niing phai dén gn ba trim pound dén chao ching t6i. “Toi i Ted Morrisey, giam ddc ciia chwong trinh HOA
NHAP. Va chéc chau i Carlos.” Ong ta it ta mdt tip hd so va néi, “Hay n6i cho chil vi sao chau lai & ddy.”

“Viyéu cau ctia toa,” Toi noi véi ong ta.

“Trong ndy ni ring chéu bj bt vao thir s4u tuln trrde vi ti tang trit thude cm trong trueong hoc.” Ong 4y ngéng Ién. “Pay i modt t6i kha nghiém
tr(_)ng.”

ca la ong ta da nghe cau “Chau khong lam viéc 6™ tir phén I6n nhitng dtra phai vao ddy. Toi s& timra dira ndo haim hai t6i. .. va dén cudi cung t01 s€ tra
thi. Trong nira tléng tiép theo, 6ng chit Morrisey doc thude 1ong bai giang dai khai vé viée t0i phai kiém soét dwroc twong lai va sO phén t6i thé ndo. Kléu
day Ia co hoi cubi cing ctia t0i, néu t6i muodn thanh cong, churong trinh HOA NHAP s& gitp t6i ¢6 duoc cong cu dé vuron t6i udc mo bla bla. . -Khi t6t
nghiép, c¢6 van nghé nghiép s& gitip moi hoc vién ¢6 duoc mbt cong vice hodc la dugce hoc cao hon. Toi phai ¢b im m6i ngin ban than phat ra tiéng ngay
ngd, va toi tir hoi 14 sao gido su Westford c6 thé ngdi d6 va Fing nghe mé nham nhi niy ctia 6ng Morrisey v6i khubn mét nghiém tiic nhi?

“Va chaunén y thire duoc ring,” ong Morrisey noi va 1Ay ra mdt quyén sb huéng dan va lat g6 timg trang, “Chiing ta s& c6 nhiing Jn kiém tra thudc
cam ngau nhién ddi véi cac hoc vién trong subt ndm hoc. Neu chiing t6i tim thiy bat ki loai thudc bat hop phép nao trén db ding hay trong ngudi hoc
vién vao bat ctr thoi diém ndo, ngudi giam hd cua hoc vién ay s€ dugc thong bao va cau ta s€ bi loai khéi chuong trinh HOA NHAP va bi dudi hoc, vinh
vién. Tuy nhién ciing phai néi rﬁng phén 16n hoc vién & ddy bi dudi vi li do bao Iuc.” Ong Morrisey dura t6i va gido sur Westford mdi ngudi mdt ban pho
t6 ni quy tai ddy. Sau d6 ong dy dit tay Ién cai bung by va mim cudi, nhung nu cudi d6 khong thé ira t6i duoc. Ong ta I mot tén quan ngye dir dan.
“Moi ngudi co cau hoi ndo khong?” Ong dy hoi, giong déu déu, nhung toi khong chut nghi ngd i giong dng ta hoan toan c6 thé to hon hin khau nh ctia
céc si quan quan doi.

Gi4o sur nhin t6i rdi n6i, “Toi nghi 1 khong,” “Tét. Sau day ching ta xir i ndt viée nay rdi chéu c6 thé quay vé truong,” Ong ta lai dwa mdt to gidy cho
ching t61. “Pay la mdt ban cam két, ndi dung bao gom t6i da noi ve tat ca ludt 1€ ctia chwrong trinh d€ chau hi€u va chau dong y lam theo.”

Toi thily c6 ba 6 chit ki trén to gidy, mdt cho i, mdt cho bd me hodic ngudi gidm ho, va mdt cho mdt nhén vién tai day. To gidy ghi:

“Toi, camkét i sau khi ki t0i & tudn theo nhitng quy dinh trong bang ndi quy cta chuong trinh HOA NHAP. Téi hi‘éu tﬁt ca cac quy
dinh ma ngoi quan 1i da giai thich. Toi cling bict rang ncu t6i vi pham vi bat ctr i do nao thi t6i s¢ phai chiu céc hinh thire ki ludt bao gdm cam tic tai nha,
di dén céac buodi tu van, va/hodc bi truc xuat khoi chirong trinh HOA NHAP.”

Thurc chét ¥ ctia n6 1a:

“Toi, , trao sy tur do ctia minh cho quan Iy cta HOA NHAP. Khi ki gidy cam két ndy, toi xac nhan cudc doi i s& bi nguoi khac dat
mii va to1 s& ton tai mot cach kho sé tai Colorado.”

Toi khong nghif qué nhiéu vé n6 khi t0i ki tén minh lén 6 va dua cho gido s Westford ki. Toi don gian chi mudn két thiic dé di vé. Chéing ich gi khi ¢
tranh cdi cd. Sau khi o gidy dugc ki va nhét vao cudce doi toi, hai ching toi roi khoi va t6i duge yéu cau phai c6 mit ¢ déy trude ba gio tir thir hai dén
thir sau, sai lich dugc coi 1a pham luat. T6i phat hién ra rang t6i c6 qua nhi€u di€u ludt chong chat Ién nhau, va chi 1a van de thoi gian trade khi toi pha vo
déng ludt do.
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Chuong 20: Kiara

T6i khong thiy bong dang Carlos dau khi | gio hoc da bt dau. Moi nguoi trong truong hoc dang ban tan vé vu bit thude cAm hom thr séu, va déu turhoi
chuyén gi s& xay ra vdi hoc sinh moi chuyén dén cua trudng. Toi nghe thiy c6 nguoi & dai sanh 161 ring Carlos da bi giam trong subt my ngiy ¢ cudi tudn,
con ngudi khéc lai bao ring cau Ay da bi truc xuét vi nhdp cu bét hop phép. Toi khong ndi gi V& viée cau Ay dén & voi gia dinh ti, tuy vy t6i van bao
moi ngudi dirg ngay viée tung tin don thét thiét d6 lai. O bita trua, t6i va Tuck ngdi ciing nhau & c4i ban quen thudc.

“Té khong thé 1am méu nam cho cdu vao thir sau dugc,” cau dy nbi véi toi.

“Tai sao khong?”

“Me t6 mudn 6 phu gitp nhém tham hiém ma ba hudng dan vao cubi tuan nay. Ho khong ¢ du ngudi huéng dan.”

“Céc ba ¢ trung tim Highlands s& that vong lim dy,” t6i ni voi cu dy. Khi 01 noi voi ho I tuan ndy s& ¢ hai miu i ngudi that & 1p hoc v, ho da rét
hao hing, thdm chi ké cé sau khi t6i bao rang ngudi mau chi la t6i va céu ban Tuck, va chiing t6i s€ khong khoa than.

“Cau tim nguoi khac di.”
“Tim ai bay gio?”’
“Nghii ra rdil” Cau Ay n6i. “Bao Carlos di cing 4y.”

Téi lc dau. “Khong doi nao. Cau dy da dién ]én}vé viée bi bt hom thir sau 161, t6 khong nghi cau dy & c6 tim trang giip d& moi ngudi dau. Hon nita
mdi an cau 4y gdy sur t6 lai cam giac nhur minh sap bi néi lip dén noi.”

Tuck cudi hon hé. “Néu khong ndi nén 10i thi cAu cir gio ngon giita véi cau ta di, my dira nhur Carlos s& biét phai lam gi tiép.”

Tuck vira durt 10i thi Carlos da bude vao cang tin va moi con mit d6 don vao céu dy. Néu ti 14 Carlos thi t6i s& khong bude chn vao cang tin trong it
nhat mdt théng.‘ Nhung t@i kl}éng phai cdu ay. Tudng tuong dugq khénquhi cauay chang he Qé y dén nhitng anh m¥t nhin chdm cham vao minh va )
nhig 101 thi tham don thoi vé cau chuyén cta chinh cdu ay. Cau ay di thang ra cho ban hay ngbdi ma khong ndi mot 101 nao. Toi thit hAmmd sy tur tin ay.

Khong dira con trai ndo t ra k& biét Carlos cho dén khi Ram di qua va rit Carlos ngdi canh. Sau 6, ¢6 vé nhu méan kich bét thuong két thiic. Ram ciing
la mdt anh chang noi tiéng & trrong, va néu cau ay cong nhan Carlos thi vy bi bat dot ngdt sé khong khién Carlos bi ¢o Iap.

Sau gir an trua khi Carlos dimg & chd ti dung dd, t6i vO vao vai cau Ay.
“Cam on vi d d6i lai i t1 d6 cho t6.”
“Té khong lam thé vi tdt bung,” cu 4y noi. “Té lam thé chi dé khong bi tom ¢d va tdng ra khoi trudng thoi.”

Khi Carlos bét dau hoc ¢ ddy mot tudn trude, cu dy ching budn quan tim liéu minh ¢6 di hoc hay b dudi hoc khong. Gi ddy khi viée bi dudi da tré
thanh nguy co thuc sy, cdu ay lai cd gang d€ bam try tai day. Toi tu héi lidu ¢6 khi ndo viéc cd the bi dudi lai cang khién cdu ay mudn ¢ day hon khong,
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Chuwong 21

Ong Klnney, nhan vién xa hoi duoc chi dinh cho t6i, chao don t6i & bén ngoai hanh lang cla HOA NHAP sau khi t61 di vao. Bén trong van phong, dng
dura mot miéng gidy mau vang ra trurde mit t6i. Tén t6i dugc ghi & dau manh gidy va ¢6 bbn chd trdng & bén dudi.

“Céi gi ddy a?” Toi hoi. Toi da hoan toan tuan theo rdi, ho con mubn khi gi nira day?

“MOot to gidy ghi muc tiéu.”
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“MOot cai gico a?”’

“Gidy ghi muc tiéu.” Ong Kinney dura t6i mdt cdy but chi. “Ta mudn chéu viét ra bdn muc tiéu ctia chau. Chéu khong cn phai lam luén vao lic nay, dé
t01 vé suy nghi cling dugc, va ndp nd lai vao ngay mai.”

Toi dua tor gidy lai cho ong ta. “Chéu khong c6 muc tiéu no ca.”

“Moi ngudi déu co nhirng myc tiéu riéng,” 6ng 4y bao t6i. “Con néu chau khdng co, thi bay i chau nén c6 day. Nhitng muc tiéu 16 rang s& chi huéng
va cho chau myc dich dé hanh dong,”

“Chéc, ké ca néu co thi chau ciing khong dinh chia sé cho chi biét dau.”

“Thai d6 do6 s& ching dua chau dén dau ca,” 6ng 4y noi.

“T6t thoi, vi dang ndo chau ciing d4u dinh di dau.”

“Tai sao khong?”’

“Chau chi cin biét dén hién tai thoi, thura ngai.”

“Biét dén hién tai libu c6 bao g6m viéc bi téng vao tu hay bi bt vi thubc cAm khong?”

Téi lc dau. “Khonga.”

“Nghe ndy Carlos. Moi hoc vién tai churong trinh HOA NHAP déu dinh phai réc r6i,” ong Kinney noi.
“Réc 161 vi gi c0?”

“Nhitng hanh vi ty hity hoai ban than.”

“Thé diéu g khién chi nghii riing chi c6 thé thay ddi chau?”

Ong Kinney ném cho t6i mot cai nhin cuc ki nghiém tiic. “Muc tiéu ciia ching t6i khong phai la thay d6i chau, Carlos. Ching t6i s€ cung cép cho chau
nhirng cong cu dé chéu str dung dwroc hét tiém ning ctia minh, nhung phan con lai van phy thude vao chéu. Chin muroi phan tram hoc vién & day da tt
nghiép mi khong dinh vao hanh vi bao Iyrc ndo. Chiing t6i rat tyr hao vé diéu d6.”

“Ho chi tot nghiép vi bi budc lam diéu do.”

“Khong, Tin hay khong tly chau, nhl.mg mot trong nhing ban nang ctia con ngudi la khao khat thanh cong. Co mot s dira tré ¢ ddy ciing gidng chau.
Chung bi dinh dang dén bang dang, thudc cim va ching can mbt moi truong lanh manh sau gio hoc dé sinh hoat. Va d01 lic, chi d6i luc thdi, ching nhu
thé I boi vi khong c6 du cong cu dé dbi phé voi sy khing hoang tudi vi thanh nién. Chiing t6i cho ching mot noi ma tit ca ¢6 thé thanh cong va str dung
duoc hét tiém ning cua minh.”

Khong nghi ngd gi nita, Alex chic chin rét hao himg khi t6i & ddy. Anha 4y lubn mudn t6i lam theo dung trinh t, 6t nghiép trung hoc, 1én dai hoc, c6 mdt
cong viée dugc moi ngudi kinh trong, két hon, va 16i co con. Nhung t6i khong phai 1 anh dy. Toi chi wdc I moi nguoi dimg ngay viée ddi xtr vai toi

nhur thé muc tiéu ctia t6i 1 noi theo Alex vay.

Ong Kinney dan toi vao mdt can phong ¢6 sau nguoi chang an nhp gi v6i nhau dang ng01 i thanh mdt vong tron. Mgt ngurdi phu nit méic 4o phong dai véi
hoa hoét séc s& lam t61 nhé t6i ba Westford. Ba dang ngdi véi sau nguoi ndy voi quyén so dat trén vat 4o.

“Pay | mot kiéu nhom tri iéu tim i a2” t6i ling 1& hoi ong Kinney.
“C Berger, déy I Carlos,” 6ng Kinney noi. “Cau 4y vira ding ki chwrong trinh vao séng nay.”

Ba Berfer mim cudi y nhur 6ng Morrisey sang nay. “Ngdi xudng di Carlos,” ba 4y noi. “Trong sudt budi tri liéu em c6 thé ndi v& bt cir thir gi em dang
nghi. Ngdi xudng di nao.”

Oi lay chia! Nhom tri liéu! T6i khong tin duoc!

Toi sap 6i nira that diy.

Khi 6ng Kinney roi di, ba Berger yéu cdu moi ngudi giéi thiéu ban than voi t61. O, ctr nhur thé t6i quan tm xem tén ho 1 gi dy.

“Té I Justin,” thiing nhéc bén phai noi.

Justin co phé”m toc mai dai truede mit duoe nhudm miu xanh 1. N6 thuc su rit dai, nén trong céu ta nhu c6 mot tAm rém trude mit Vay.

“Hey, man,” Toi noi. “Tai sao cu lai phai vao day? Vi thubc cAm, an trdm, an cép vat hay la giét nguoi?” Toi ndi kiéu nhu céc t6i c6 thé chon lua nhu



mon an ¢ nha hang vay.

Ba Berger gio mit ban tay lén. “Carlos, ndi quy khong cho phép hdi nhitng cau do.”

Oops, chéc t6i vira mo mong giita ban ngy trong sudt budi rdi. “Tai sao khong a?” Toi hoi. “Chi i n6i ra nhimg s hat thoi ma.”

“Trom cip 6 t,” Justin thit ra trong sur ngd ngang clia ching t6i. Toi ngh tham chi chinh cau Ay ciing ngac nhién khi ban than chiu tiét 16 bi mat nho ny.

Sau khi moi nguoi tyr gioi thiéu ban than, t01 di den két luan 13 t6i d4 bi nhét vao mot cai nhdm do hoi. Bén tréi toi la mot 4 da tréng tén Zana, trong nd
nhu kiéu ma s& duoc giao vai néu ngurdi ta mudn im mdt chirong trinh thyre & goi 1 Nhitng con diém & Colorado. Tiép d6 1 Quinn - t6i khong thé biét
16 liéu d6 1 con hay thing. C6 hai dira M Latinh nita — mdt g tén Keno va mdt con bé ngudi Mexico tén Carmela trong rat hot v6i doi mit ndu s6 ¢o
la va Ian da néu mit ong. C6 Ay lam t6i nhé dén ban gai cii ctia 161, Destiny, 4 ngoai trir viée 1 trong d6i mit ctia Carmela udn 16e 1én tia sang ctia mot
ké gay rdc roi, con Destiny thi khong. Ba Berger dit bit xudng va néi véi ti, “Trudc khi em vao, Justin da chia sé ring cdu dy thinh thoang thuong dim
vao tudng dé cam nhan dc s dau dén mdi khi cam thiy bt luc, cho nén gidr chiing ta s& ndi vé viée giai toa cam giac bt luc bang nhimg cach bét hiy
hoai ban than hon.”

That la mdt sy mia mai nho nhé khi nghit dén viée Justin ddm mot bire tudng vi cau éy da qua tuyét vong dé cam nhan moi thir, ké ca ndi dau. .. Con ti
thi nguoc lai. Toi ¢6 thé m moi thir trong kha néing cho phép dé khoi phai cam nhan bét ctr diéu gi. Phin 16n thoi gian muc tiéu ciia t6i 1 ¢6 thé tro nén
t& dai trrde moi diéu trong cude sdng ny.

Hmm, ¢6 thé t6i nén viét diéu ndy ra to gidy muc tiéu. Muyc tiéu#1 ciia Carlos Fuentes: Trd nén té dai va cir t& dai nhu thé. Toi khong nghi 1 viét thé thi
s€ dugc cho qua, nhung chiu thoi d6 1a sy that ma.

“Ngay dau tién thé nao?”

Sauk hi Alex dén ti tir chd toa nha HOA NHAP lic néim rudi, anh &y dua t0i dén mdt noi ma t6i cho i trung tim ctia Boulder — mt noi duoc goi |
Pearl Street Mall. Ching t6i ding ¢ Hospitali — tiém ban tra/ca phé ctia ba Westford d€ uong nuée va chon mbt céi ban bén ngoai cira tiém Ba
Westford mang ra hai tach tra déc biét “lam tai nha, chi danh riéng cho chiing t61” va quay lai vao bén trong dé phuc vu khach.

Toi nhin nguroi anh trai ngdi dbi dién va dang hoan toan t6 ra thr gian. “My tro & céi trung tim ddy théit | nham nhi, Alex,” t0i ndi thit khé dé ba
Westford khong nghe thay. “Cu tro tiép theo thi lai t€ hai hon tro trude.”

“Thoi nao, nd dau thé t¢ dén murc ay.”

“Dimg n6i vy cho dén khi anh thiy ching. Va ho con bat em phai ki mot ban cam két ngé ngin 1 em s& khong vi pham ndi quy. Con nhé khi & trurong
Fairfield ching ta khong theo mdt ndi quy nao khdng Alex? Va sau gio hoc thi chi c6 anh, em va Luis.”

“Ching ta ¢6 ndi quy chir,” Alex n6i, sau do cam coc 1én udng. “Ching ta chi i khong tuan theo thdi, boi vi me qua ban im viée nén khong thé dé mit
dén ching ta dugc.”

Ching t6i khong song mot cach du da khi ¢ Illinois, nhung ching t6i chéic chiin c6 gia dinh, ban be ... va ca mot cude sdng ding nghia ctia nd. “Em
mudn quay ve.”

Anh 4y Fic dau. “O do ching con lai gi cho ching ta ca.”
C6 Elena, Jorge va ca JJ nho bé nita. Anh con chura bao gidr thiy dira bé d6, Alex. Ban bé em ciing & d6. Con & day em chéiing c6 gi ca.”
“Tao khong n6i i tao khong mubn quay lai,” anh trai t6i n6i. “Chiing ta chi 1 khong thé quay lai duoc nita, vi noi dé khong con an toan.”

“Anh bt dAu biét sg tir khi ndo thé? Anh da thay d6i roi. Emnhé 1 anh d timg sén sang chong lai ca thé giéi va lam bt ctr dicu gi minh mudn ma
khong phai dan do suy nghi co ma.”

“Tao khong so. Tao chi quan dén dén nhimng diéuﬂd(’) Vi Brittany thoi. C6 mot diéu may phai hiéu 13 miy nén ngimg viée gy chién véi ca thé giéi, va do 1a
diéu ma tao d4 hi€u ra ttr hai nim trude roi. Va dé y xung quanh di Carlos. Con c6 nhicu c6 gai khac ngoai Destiny nita.”

“Emkhong mu6n Destiny, nhung néu anh dang n6i vé Kiara thi quén di nhé. Em s& khong hen ho véi mot dira con gii mu6n kiém soat cude doi em hay
quan tam dén viéc em ban thudc cdm hay & trong bang hoi. Nhin lai ching ta di Alex. Ching ta dang ngdi trong mjt tiém tra va & bén canh nhiing nguoi
da tring gidu co, nhimg nguoi khong ¢ ti khai niém nao vé cude sdng ngodi kia, boi ho chi biét dén nhimg thire té gia di ma ho goi d6 1 cude sdng cia
ho. Va anh dang dan tr& nén nhur thé day.”

Alex hoi nhoai ngudi vé phia trude. “Dé tao ndi diéu ndy nhé, em trai. Tao khong mudn phai quay lung lai day canh gidc mdi khi bude ra phd. Tao ciing
khong thich c6 mit dira ban gai ching coi tao ra gi. Va chic chén 1 tao khong hdi hin khi tir bo thube cAm va bing Lation Blood dé c6 mot twong lai

dang song hon.”

“Thé anh dinh nhuém da dé gidng mdt g My da tring luén chic?” Toi hoi. “Anh trai, em hi vong Iii tré trong trong lai s& tréing béch giong Brittany dé
anh khéi phai ban ching ra chg den.”

Thé I anh trai t6i ndi dién kén, t6i dam chéc diéu d6 khi thdy cac co dudi quai ham anh dy dang giat giat.



“La nguoi Mexico khong c6 nghiia B phai nghéo kho,” anh &y n6i. “Lén dai hoc khong c6 nhiia 1 tao quay ung lai v6i moi nguoi. C6 thé | may da quay
lung lai voi moi ngurdi & day bang viée duy tri (perpeptuate) nhitng hinh mau kiéu Mexico d6.”

T6i rén ri va ngira du ra sau. “Perpeptuate? Perpeptuate? Chét tiét, Alex, moi ngudi & chd ching ta tham chi con khong biét nghiia ciia tir do.”
“Fuck you,” Alex gam Ién rdi x6 ngi chiéc ghé va quay lung di thing,
“P6 moi 1 Alex ma em timg biét! Em chi hiéu dwroc nhing cau ndi to 16 rang thdi,” toi ndi vai theo.

Anh 4y virt chiéc cbe vao thing rac va tiép tuc di thang, Toi phai thira nhin rang may min thay anh & 4y chua di nhur mot thing da tring va trong van nhur
dang chuin bi d4 dit bat cir ai can duong, Ba Westford nhanh chéng tién lai ban t6i thu don coc tra chura dung dén. “Chau khong thich loai tra nay 42"

“Khong n6 dna,” t61 ndi véi ba.

Ba 4y nhin sang chiéc ghé trong ddi dién toi. “Alex lim sao thé?”

“Anh dy 10i di r61.”

“A.” ba ndi, 16i kéo chiéc ghé ra ngdi canh toi.

“Chau c6 mudn néi chuyén khong?”

“Khong a.”

“Chau mudn 11 khuyén tir ¢6 khong?”

“Khong nbt a.” Toi nén ndi gi co chir, ndi v& viée ngy mai t6i s& dot nhap vao ti dd ciia Nick dé xem lidu c6 bang chimg gi khong chic? Va khi ti &
do, c6 the t6i s€ lyc soat ca ti ctia Madison vi ¢6 ay da khing khing doi toi véi Nick [am quen voi nhau, nén ¢6 ta chic hin s€ bict dieu gi d6. A tat
nhién 14 t61 khong ndi voi bat ki ai vé nghi ngo nay.

“Okay, nhung néu chéu can thi cir néi véi cd. Doi chit da nhé.” Ba dy cdm cai cbe ti chura dung t6i va di vao bén trong, Day that | mdt didu ngac nhién
16n vi me t61 hoan toan trai nguge voi ba Westford. Néu me t6i ma muon cho t6i 16i khuyén thi chan chan ba s€ n6i ra ma khong can biét t6i s€ nghe hay
khong,

Ba Westford quay trd lai sau vai phit va dat xudng mot cde tra khac.

“Hay thir n6 di,”’ ba ndi. “N¢ 1 tra cé cac loai thdo mdc giip an thAn nhur ctc Ta mé, nu tAm xuAn, qua com chay, 14 bac ha va sam Siberian.”

“Hit can sa ciing gitp an than ma,” t6i dua.

Nhungba a dy khong hé cudi. “Co biét hit hit khong phéi van d& gi to 16n vai mot s ngudi, nhung quan diém ctia ¢6 thi né van i pham phap.” Ba iy day
cai cde xa hon vé phia t6i. “C6 cam doan | 16 s& gilip chau binh tinh lai,” ba a 4y noi. Khi dang di vao trong dé nhan hrot khach méi, ba néi thém vio,

“Va nhit 1 n6 s& khong lam chau dinh vao ric r6i”

T61 nhin xuong cai ce day nhimg chat long mau xanh 14 cay. N trong chang hé gidng tra thao mdc mi gibng miy thir tra ti ban ré tién ban sdn hon. Toi
nhin sang tri rdi phai, khi chiic chén thiy khong ai dang nhin, i ning cbc 1én ngang mit va hit mot hoi.

Okay, day chic chan khong phai loai tra re tién trong siéu thi. N6 c6 mii nhur hoa va qué, va miii gi d6 nita mé t6i khong thé giai thich. Va cai mii khéc
la Ay khién t6i mudn ném thir mdt ngum.

Khi nging mt nhin Ién 0i thiy Tuck dang di vé phia minh. Kiara dang i bén canh cu ta, nhung c6 dy dang chi ¥ dén ngudi dang choi dan phong cam
0 gilta cura trung tam thuong mai. C6 4y ly mot do Ia ra tir vi va cli xuong dat né vao hop cua nguoi do. Trong khi ¢6 ay xem biéu dien, Tuck kéo
chiéc gh tir ban bén canh sang day va ngoi doi dién toi. “Té khong ngo 1a cdu cling uong tra day,” Tuck ndi. “Cau giong nhur s&€ uong ruou tequila hay
rumhon.”

“Cau khong con ai khac dé lam phién 42” T6i hoi.

“Khong.” Thang ranh ma t6i nghi 3 ca nim chura cit toc nay chi vao hinh xam trén canh tay t6i va hoi. “N6 ¢6 y nghia gi thé?”

Toi gat ngdn tay ctia cau ta ra. “No c6 nghia Ia néu cau dong vao t6i toi s& da dit cau.”

Kiara gi&r dang dtmg bén canh Tuck. Trong ¢6 Ay c6 vé khong vui ti ndo.

“Nhan tién n6i dén da dit thi ngay dau tién & chuong trinh HOA NHAP ciia cdu thé ndo?” Tuck hoi voi mdt nu cudi Bim t6i mubn lao dén 1t nhao ghé
cauta.

Kiara git giat tay 4o va 16i cau ta ra khoi ban. “Kiara co viéc mudn héi ciu, Carlos.”



“Khong, khong, khong co gi ca,” Kiara nhur bi nghet tho nhumg van ¢b kéo ciu ta vao bén trong tiém tra.
“Cau c6 mi. Hoi cau dy di,” cau ta n6i voi theo trude khi ca hai vao hin bén trong va bién mét khoi tim niit o1
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Chuwong 22
Toi dy Tuck vao bén trong, “Ding lai di,” t6i thi thAim
Gid ching toi dang & dang sau ctra hing, noi khong ai ¢6 thé nghe thay ching t6i duroc.

“Tai sa0?” Tuck hoi. “Cau can mot ngudi dimg trudc hoi nguoi gid ciing cAu, con ciu ta ciing can c6 viée gi do dé hm ngoai viée ngdi quanh quan dau
d6 va dém may hinh sam ca ngay, nén day ding la mdt y tudng hoan hao.”

“Khong, né khong hoan hao dau.”
Me t6i nhay diéu shimmy dén bén canh chiing t6i va 6m Tuck mdt cai. “Cé chuyén gi thé?”
“Chau khong thé dén 16p v& vao thir sau véi Kiara, nén cau dy nudn hoi Carlos ¢ mudn thay thé chau khong,” Tuck n6i.

Me 81 n& nu cudi Ién. “Oi con yéu, con that t6t khi ¢6 ru cau éiy tham gia vao cac hoat dong. Con thit dic biét.” Me kéo tdi va 6m that chat. “Con gai
me chang phai 1a tot nhat u?”

“Chéc chin rdi cd Westford, t5t nhét trén doi.”

Khi ¢ ciing bb me t6i thi Tuck ding 1 ké ninh hét.

“Kiara, ltic ndo con va Tuck rdi khoi ddy thi dwa cé Carlos vé nh lubn nhé. Cu Ay dén dAy véi Alex, nhung me nghi B ho da ci v hay gi ddy dai loai
thé; Mot tieng nita me Ve, nerng me con phai don Brandon tir nha ban nd, con bo con con phai nau bita toi. A, khi con vé nha thi hily giam sat dé chac
chan Ia chiing ta s& co bita toi dé an nhé.”

Sau khi im cho ching t6i mbi ngudi mot tach tra, ti phét hién ra ring tra Carlos udng ngoai kia 3 mbt trong nhitng loai tra dic biét ma me t6i pha. Cau
ay c6 vé thich n6, mac du téi ciing khong chic 1a cau ay ¢6 gia vo hay khong,

“Gip ciu vao ngay mai nhé,” Tuck n6i, gio chiéc cc gidy 1én chao toi.
“Cau c6 gi mubn hoi t6?” Carlos hoi voi giong nhur dang bi im phién.

Liéu cau c6 mudn an mic nhu miy gi cao bdi vao tdi thir sau dé im nguoi miu trude méiy ngudi cao tubi khong? “Khong co gi.”” Toi khong thé ndi thé
duoc.

Me t6i ra bén ngoai tan gAu v6i khach hang. Toi nhin cai cach ma me n6i chuyén v ting nguoi nhu thé ho I nhimg nguoi ban than thiét. Khi me t6i di
dén ban ching t6i, ba nhin xuéng dé chic ring ching t6i van dang udng tra ctia minh.

“Co théy co yé chau thich pé,” ba noi voi Carlos. Me t61 nhu kjéu d3t hét niém kiéu hanh ctia minh vao tirng loai tra, va néu ba tim duoc cho mdt khach
hang khé chiéu loai tra khién ho wa thich, ba s&€ vui nhur tring %6 s6 vdy. “C6 thay Kiara mudn moi chau dén lam ngudi mau cho nd ¢ Highlands vao t61
thir sau phai khong, chac s€ vui lam day.”

Carlos nhin t6i nhur dang hoi me 61 dang ndi vé cai khi gi vay?

“Chau mudn thém tra khong?” Me t6i hoi cau dy.

“Da khong, chau camon.”

“Kiara s& l4i xe dua chau vé. Phai viy khong con yéu?”

“Vang, ching ta di théi.” T6i ndi trude khi me t6i kip ndi thém bat cir diéu gi nita.

Khi ra dén cho déu xe, Carlos cd kéo cira xe ra dé€ vao.


http://ebookfull.net

“Chéc cau phai tréo qua cira s6 thdi.” Toi ndi voi cau dy.
“Cau dang di t622”
Toi lic dau. “Té khong dia dau.” Do 1 cong viée phai lm tiép theo ciia t6i, sau khi toi stra cai dong hd va radio.

Carlos d& dang tréo vao trong xe, cdu Ay dira hai chin vao trude rdi moi dua ca ngudi vao sau. Toi ude 1 cai radio hay cai du dia cii ¢6 thé hoat dong,
bai t61 nghi Carlos c6 v& dang trd nén sot rudt sau naim phut chay xe trong im king.

Cau Ay ngo ngudy trén ghé ngdi. “Cong viéc ngudi méu kim nhing gi?”

“P6 I Am ngurdi miu cho 6p v& vao i thir sau & trung tim bao tro xa hoi. That ra cau khong can phai im viée d6 dau. Té con ching dinh hoi cau dicu
d6 co.”

“Tai sao khong?”

Khi t6i dirng lai lic dén do, t6i quay sang cau Ay va ndi ra sur tht. “Boi vi cau s& phai im ngudi niu véi t6, va to ciing biét i cau s& khong dong y lam
viée d6 ma.”
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Chuwong 23

Toéi hiéu 16i. C6 4y khong nmudn am ngurdi mau cling mdt ké bi bt vi thude cAm. “Té ¢ thé i thém Madison,” toi ndi véi ¢d Ay vai cai giong tur phy ma
t6i biét 14 s& lam c6 Ay cang thang. “Cau 4y s& Am mAu voi t6. Ma t6 nghi lai r6i, co ay moi t& dén nha vao i thir siu ndy, nén t& khong thé dén 16p vé

cta cu duoc.”

“T6 khong thé hiéu dugc cau thiy gi hay & cau ta.”

“Thay nhiéu thir Fim, horncaunhf ” 161 n6i doi. Su that 1a towmgchangthaygnlnyho 0 ¢0 ta ca. Toida b tranh mit cd nang nay ké tir khi c6 ta non
oe ¢ bira tiéc, nhung vi co ta namtrong danh sach nhimg nguoi c6 thé héim hai t0i, t0i can phai tiép can cota gan hon, i Kiara thi khong can phai biét

didu nay. Chét tiét, Kiara khong can biét ring t6i da nghi vé c6 4y va méy c4i banh quy nhiéu hon mirc can thiét rdi.

Khi ching t6i vé dén nha, Kiara lao vot ra khoi xe. Mot lic sau toi an mot goi snack trong bép trong khi nhin Kiara thai rau cti va tur hoi, lidu co dy ¢6
tudng tuong may cu ca 1ot kia 1a dau t6i khong,

“Hey, Carlos,” dng gido sur n6i khi budc vao bép. “Churong trinsh HOA NHAP hom ndy thé nao?”

“N6 nhu do hoiya.”

“Chéu c6 thé n6i 1 hon dugc khong?” Ngudi giam ho ciia t6i hoi.

“N6 thue sy 12 rét d6 hoi,” t6i ndi mdt cach cAn trong, mic du sy mia mai Van tran ra trong tirng cau chit.
“Tir ngir chau dimg am chia hoi chung himg ddy,” 6ng n6i. “Nay, bd can ca hai gitp do sau bita an tdi nay.”
“Gitp gi a?” Toi hoi.

“Nhd co dai”

“Khong phéi nguoi gidu déu thué ngudi lam viron a?”” Toi hoi.

Cau tra 10i tit nhién 1 khong, boi vi sau bita ti 6ng Westford kéo ching t6i ra virdn sau véi nhitng tii gidy to.
Ong 4y dura gang tay lam vuron cho t6i va Kiara. “Bb s& lam & canh sn, con va Carlos chiu trach nhiém phia sau.”
“BS!” Brandon hét 1én tir chd cira san trude. “Anh Carlos da n6i i s& choi bong d4 v6i con hom nay.”

“B4 xin 161, Bran. Carlos phéi gitp nhd c6 dai & ngoai viron 101, dng Westford ndi véi dira bé.

“Em ciing ¢6 thé gifp ma,” Kiara ndi véi n6 va Brandon trong rét vui khi ¢6 thé gitip chi minh.
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Toi con nhé khi t6i con nho va Alex i toi gitip anh Ay véi nhitng cong viée ngoai viron. Anh dy luén lam cho t6i cam thay minh that ¢6 ich. “Néo,
Brandon, em ciing c6 thé gitip ca anh nita,” t6i noi. “Sau khi em gitip anh thi anh s& choi voi em.”

“That a?” Thing nhoc noi.

“U. Chi cin giir cho miéng tii luién md @& anh ném ¢ dai vira nhd vao trong tii.”
N6 cam ly cai tii va mo rong ra. “Nhu thé nay a?”

“[‘I”

Kiara dang luon tay ludn chan nhf) ddng co va ném ching vao tii. T6i khong thé twong twong ra canh Madison lai c6 thé chiu dung su Jim lem va lam
nhitng cong viéc chan tay nhu theé nay. Tuong tu, khong doi nao t6i lai nghil ¢6 nang cd mdt con xe cii ki dén mirc cira ra vao con khong st dung duoc.

“Anh chdm chap qua,” Brandon noi. “Emdam ca 1a c6 trong ttii chi Kiara hon trong tii anh nhiéu.” Thing nhoc chay qua nhom vao ti ctia Kiara va reo
Ién. “Chi ay thang r61.”

“Chura chic dau.” Toi tim Jdy mot nfim c6 va va nhac ching ra khoi niat d4t. Mot vai nhanh co sic nhu kim con choc vao tay toi qua Iop ging tay,
nhung t6i chang quan tam

T6i nhin sang phia Kiara, ¢ nang con dang nhd nhanh hon lic ndly. Chéc, c6 ning hin dang c6 cho moi ngudi thiy céi tinh thich canh tranh trong con
nguoi minh.

“Da xong!” C6 dy reo lén, dimg bat day & bén phia trai khu viron va théo doi ging tay ra. C6 4y nhac Brandon Ién va xoay n6 long vong cho dén khi ca
hai chi em cudi lan ra co.

“Cau ctr can than ddy Kiara,” t6i la Ién. “Cu bat dau boc 16 ban chét ctia minh rdi diy.”

Khi Brandon vira quay hmg di, Kiara gio ngon tay giita voi ti mt cach chop nhoang trong khi di vé phia chiée 6 6.
Cho 1 hon nita thi ban chit & ddy I nhimg phan xiu xa trong tinh cach Ay.

“Gidr thi chiing ta ¢6 thé choi bong d4! i ra chd cau mdn thdi,” Brandon n6i va chi vao cai ciu mdn nho & san.
“Nh6 nhé, néu em c6 thé thing thi anh hiily choi G.I Joe v6i emnhé.”

Toi dimg trude cau mdn trong khi Brandon c6 d4 béng qua duoc t6i. Toi s& cho cau nhdc nay hiéu mot diéu 1 ¢6 nhitng viée, cho di ban than ¢6 c6
dén mirc d6 md hdi s6i nude mit mot cach dau ddn, thi ciing s& chang ich gi.

“Lan ndy em s& laim duoc,” né ndi lan thir murdi Bim N6 dot nhién chi ra thir gi 6 sau lung t6i. “Nhin kia! Bén kia y!”
“Trd dAy cii rdi, nhoce.” Toi rat tran trong nd hre 4n gian Ay, nhung thang nhéc tinh an gian nhAm ngudi roi.
“Khong, thit ddy, anh nhin di!”” Brandon kéu 1n.

Thing bé kéu 6 vé rit that, nhung toi van khong doi mit khoi trai bong, Toi tha phai bat bong ca ngay con hon 1 choi véi miy con bip bé G.I Joe.
Thing nhéc da bong va mét lan nita t6i lai bat duoc. “Rat tiec, chang trai.”

“Brandon, dén gior tim rdi ddy,” Ba Westford hét vong ra tir phia san trudc.

“Chi mdt vai qué nira thoi ma me.”

Ba nhin vao dong hd. “Chi hai qua nita thoi, sau ddy con phéi di tim, va me ciing chiic 1 anh Carlos ciing phai m bai tap rdi.”

Sau hai ¢t it khong thanh, t6i bao Brandon héty b6 cude. Sau d6 nd nhéy nhot di vao nha. Thiing nhoc khé B hop tc, nhung toi tu héi dén bao gidr i
nhoc moi hiéu rang bon n6 khong hé ¢4 y dinh nhay nhot khi di the nhi. Trude khi lén cau thang, 61 di qua phong khach. Kiara dang ngoi trén ban, cam
dau vao mdt dong sach gido khoa day thinh thich.

M6t vai soi toc tudt ra khoi cai dudi ngyra tim dang sau, roi trude mit Kiara im toi tyr hoi trong ¢6 Ay s& thé ndo néu x6a toan b toc xudng.

Cb 4y ngude nhin Ién, 16 lai nhanh chéng cti xudng.

“Cau nén dé toc xda,” 161 ndi voi co dy. “Nhur thé thi trong cau s& gidng Madison hon mbt chut.”

C5 4y lai phét 1o toi.

Toi cudi. “Hay can thin,” t6i canh co.. “Té nghe ndi & mdt s noi ngudi ta s& chit ngon tay néu cau am thé day.”



Toi mat dén hai ngity dé c6 thé mo duoc ti dung do ctia Nick va Madison, may nhd ¢ mdt chiée banh quy nam cham ctia Kiara (tat nhién a bé phan
banh quy di) va mot céi tua vit thé & xe ctia cd dy. Giita tiét thir ba, tdi xin di vao nha v¢ sinh nhung thit ra 1 dé tim kiém trong ti1 @ ctia Madison.
Trong cap clia cd ta 6 sach, dd trang diém va miy t& gidy nhé tir Lacey va vai dira con gai khac. May mén i ¢6 ta dé dién thoai & mdt bén cp. Toi
cAm léy chiéc dién thoai va di vao phong vé sinh, noi toi c6 thé xem xét ki Iudng cac cude goi, lich hen va danh ba. Khong co gi bét thurong, ngoai trir
viée vao thir sau d6 b ta goi cho Nick nhiéu hon sb 1an c6 thé dém trén hai ban tay toi.

Toi dat tra lai cai dién thoai roi quay lai I6p hoc.

Vay bay gid con lai Nick. Toi thoang thiy anh ta & sanh trurong hoc va chd tit d6, nhung t6i khong ¢6 16p chung véi gi ndy. Gidr n trnra & sanh rat dong,
nhung ngay sau bita an trua t6i da len lubn ra sanh v6i cuc nam chdm va tua vit. Ta cua Nick bura bai mot cach kinh khing. Trong ba 16 cua anh ta ¢6
mot dong nhirng cai tén nguéch ngoac trén méu gidy nho duoc viét dudi dang mé sb. Ho chic chén 1 nhitng khéch hing hodc ngudi cip hang, nhung
hoc dudc viét dudi dang nhirg cai i .

Toi da & day hoi u roi, nhung c6 gi do cir thdi thuc, nhur thé anh Paco hay bd t6i dang giuc gi toi tim kiém thém nira. Téi luc trong ba 16, hi vong s& tim
thiy s6 dién thoai hay bang chimg ndo khac cho thy anh ta dinh déng t6i viéc t6i bi bit. Nhung tat ca nhitng g t6i tim thiy chi B mdt ndm gidy. C6 ai d6
dang di Ién cau thang. Toi c6 thé nghe thiy tiéng bude chan dang t6i gan. Néu d6 1a hiéu trudng, t0i s& b bét, con néu 1 Nick thi chéc t6i s& bi danh cho
mot tran. T6i nhin qua dong gidy trong tay, cho dén khi. ... yeah, toi thay dugc roi.

D6 la mdt méu gidy khong duoc viét dudi dang mi. D6 1 mdt cai tén gan nhu i Wes Devlin, 6ng trim thue cAm cé mdi quan hé gin giii véi Guereros
Del Barrio, va mjt sO dién thoai viét ngay bén dudi.

Toi nhét td gidy vao tii quin va khoa ti Jai trrde khi c6 nguoi di lén.

Tt nhét 14 thing cha Nick nén coi chimg, bai t6i s& nhanh chéng tra diia va hin s& khong bao gioy c6 thé quén dugc didu do.
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