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Gidi thieu Dung Noi Mot Ai
Vi bac si David Beck, sy mit mat i qua mirc chiu dung ndi. Va tam nim qua di, timg ngiy mot ndi kinh hoang vé nhimg gi da Xy ra cting dan dan
ngudi ngoai. Hb nurée Kp lanh. Anh triing bang bac. Nhitng tiéng hét thit thanh. Cai dém vo anh bj mang di. M&i dém trude anh van thiy vo minh con
song,
Moi ngrdi n6i voi anh réng da dén lic phai chon chéit qué khir ma song tiép. Nhung véi David Beck, khong thé ¢6 sur két thic. Mot tin nhén xuat hién
trong may tinh ctia anh, cum tir ma chi c6 anh va ngudi v da mat biét ma thoi. Dot nhién Beck bi tréu nguroi boi mdt diéu bat kha - rang bang cach nao
d6, va & 1noi ndo d6 vo anh van con séng... va anh duoc canh bao I dimg noi mdt ai.
Ban dang doc truyén Pimg Noi Mot Ai duge tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 1

Yéu thurong tudng nhé chau gai cia toi.

Gabi Coben

1997 - 2000

Myszka bé nhd tuyét voi cia chiing ta...

Nho n6i, “Nhung thé khi ching ta chét va 1én Thién dang, liéu anh c6 con yéu em nita khong, tinh yéu liéu c6 tiép tuc ton tai?”

Lon 6m chét Nho vao long khi ho cung nhin ra man dém, ngamvangtrangtrongbongtowanhungwsao ]ap lanh. “Nho nay, hily nhin cac vi sao kia,
chiing mdi sang 16 va lp lanh lim sao, ¢6 nhiéu ngdi sao da chét lim tir Ju Bmrdi. Vay mi chung van chiéu sang trén bau trdi dém, boi vi em nhin thiy
ching, Nho a, tinh yéu ciing giéng nhur 4nh sang ciia nhitng ngdi sao dy, khong bao gir chét dau...”

- Debi Gliori

Dit cho thé ndo di nita.

(Bloomsburry Publishing)

Loicamon

Negay sau déy. Trudc khi ching ta bat dau cau chuyén, t6i mubn duoc giéi thidu voi cic ban nhitng nguoi sau:

* Bién tp vién tai nang Beth de Guzman, ciling nhu Susan Corcoran, Sharon Lulek, Nita Taublib, Irwyn Applebaum, va cac thanh vién Gio Vang ctia
Bantam Dell.

« Lisa Erbach Vance va Aaron Priest, cac dai dién ctia toi.

* Anne Anstrong-Coben, bac si Gene Riehl, Jeffiey Bedford, Gwendolen Gross, Jon Wood, Linda Fairstein, Maggie Griffin, va Nils Lofgren vi sy thiu
hiéu va dong vién khuyén khich cua ho.

« Va Joel Gotler, ngudi da thiic ddy, kich thich, va truyén cam himg cho toi.

Nhur thé c6 mdt i thi thim déng so trong gi6. Hoac 1 mdt sy on lanh thau xuong tity. Mot thir gi do6. Mot diéu hat mo h chi Elizabeth va t6i moi nghe
thiy duoc. Su ngdt ngat trong khong khi. Mot diém béo theo kiéu nguoi ta van hay noi i dén. C6 nhitng ndi bat hanh c6 thé du doan dugc - ching han
nhu nhimg gi xay ra voi i b me t6i - nhung cling ¢ nhirng khoanh khéic bi hiém khéc, nhimg khoanh khéic dit doi va dot ngdt lam bién dbi moi thir. Pa
ting tOn tai mdt cude doi toi trude tn tham kich. C6 mdt cude doi toi bay gior. Hai céi it diém chung dén tham hai.

Trén xe, Elizabeth im ling subt cude di choi trong ngdy ky niém hang nam cva ching t6i, nhung viéc d6 khong co gila bét thuong, Ngay tir khi con nho,
nang da hay sau muon bt ngd nhur thé nay. Nang trd nén trdm king va chim vao dong suy tur hay 1di s¢' hi sau tham ma i chura bao gios biét. Han n 1
mot phin cta didu bi 4n, 16i doan vay, nhung do 1 JAn dAu tién t6i cam nhdn c4i h sau ngin cach gitra ching t61. Quan h¢ cua ching t61 da trai qua nhiéu
thir thach. Toi tr hoi libu nd c6 thé tiép tuc sdng sot qua duoce sur that. Hodc noi ding hon 1a séng sét qua duoc nhitng dbi lira khong n6i ra.

May diéu hoa khong khi chay émru trong 1ong xe mau xanh. Troi nong va ndm Rét dién hinh cho thang Tam Ching t6i vuot qua Delaware Water Gap
& cau Miford va duoe mdt ngudi ngdi & tram thu phi than thién chio don vao Pennsylvania. Mudi nim sau, t6i trong thiy tim bang da ghi HO
CHARMAINE - SO HUU TU. T6i & vio con duong dat.
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Baénh xe Iin xudng, hét by lén nhu thé 6 ca mot dam dong }f)n loan ngudi Arap. Elizabeth tt dai trén xe. Toi liéc sang théy nang dang quan sat khuon
it 61 Toi tw hoi ning nhin thay g, va tim t6i bat dau dap don. Bén phai ching toi, hai cht huou dang gim l4. Toi ticp tyc lai xe va roi mat ho dang kén
trde mét ching toi. Mt troi dang hap hoi lam thim tim bau troi véi mt vong cudn mau tia va da cam. Nhitng ngon cay nhur theé dang boc chay.

“Anh khong thé tin duoc I ching ta van Bm viéc ndy,” toi noi.

“Chinh anh | nguoi bat dau chir ai.”

“U, hoi anh muroi hai tudi.”

Elizabeth kh& nd mdt nu cudi. Nang it khi cudi, nhung Kic nang curdi thi, bum, tring ngay trai tim toi.

“Thit laing man,” nang khing khing,

“Ngu ngdc thi ¢6.”

“Em thich sy lAng man.”

“Em thich sy ngu ngde.”

“Anh dugc lam chuyén Ay mbi khi ching ta lim thé nay ma.”

“Goi anh la Ngai Lang man di,” t6i ndi.

Nang cuoi va ndm Ay tay t6i. “Dindo, Ngai Lang man, trdi dang t6i dan kia.”

Ho Charmaine. Ong ti da timra cdi tén Ay - céi tén lam b ti buc tirc v0 cling, Ba mudn céi hd duoc déit theo tén ba. Tén ba 1 Bertha. Ong nhét dinh
khong chiu. Hai diém cho 6ng.

Khoéang hon nam muroi nam trudc, hd Charmaine |2 khu trai hé ctia bon tré con nha giau. Chii nhan khu nay bi pha san va 6ng da mua lai toan b céi hd
ctng khu vire xung quanh voi gia rét hoi. Ong stra sang lai ngdi nha cim trai chi huy va phé d& hiu hét nhitng ngdi nha trude hd. Nhung sau trong rumg,
noi khong ai lui t6i, ng dé mic cho déng girdng ng ciia tré con muc nat. Chi gai toi, Linda, va t6i thurong xem xét ching, luc loi trong déng d nat tim
nhimg kho tang ¢6 quy gid, choi trén tim, théch thirc chinh minh di tim 6ng Ba Bi ma ching t6i chéc chin 1 dang theo ddi va rinh rép sin. Elizabeth hiém
khi tham gia cting, Nang thich biét moi thir & d4u. An nau khién nang hoang so.

Khi chiing t6i ra khoi xe, t6i nghe thay tiéng nhing hon ma. Nhiéu hon ma 0 déy, qua | nhiéy, lron xung quanh gianh giat sy chi y cta toi Hon cha toi
thang trong cude chién nay. Cai 1o ftinh king dén ron ngudi, nhung to1 thé ring minh van c6 thé nghe thay tiéng hét sung suong cua cha khi ong nhay
xubng hb tir cau tau, du g01 ¢p sat ngure, miéng cuoi lon ao xudng nude, lam ddy Ién mot dot thiy triéu a0 trong doi miét dira con trai duy nhét ctia 6ng,
Cha thich nhay xudng chd canh cai bé me hay ndm sudi ndng. Me méing 6ng, nhung ba khong thé nhin cudi ndi.

T6i chop miit va nhitng hinh anh Ay tan bién. Nhung toi nhé ny cuol, tiéng hét va tiéng roi t5m Jam gon song va giy tiéng doi vang vao sy tinh mich 6 khu
h ctia ching toi, va toi tir hoi liéu nhitng gon song va tiéng doi vang nhur thé co bao gio mét han, lidu & mdt noi ndo d6 trong rimg, tiéng hét diy sung
suréng ciia cha t6i van khé khang nay én, tir ciy nay sang cdy khac. Y nghi ngu ngdc, nhung con biét im sao niva.

Ky trc, nhu ban thiy d4y, khién ngudi ta dau don. Nhét 1 nhitng ky e dep.
“Anh 6n chir, Beck?”” Elizabeth hoi toi.

Toi quay sang phia nang, “Anh sip duoc m chuyén 4y, phai khong?”

“DO hur hong”

Nang dombudc kén con dudng mon, dAu nang ngang cao, lung dudi thang, T6i nhin nang trong mit gidy va hoi tuong lai 1n d4u tién t6i trong thiy déng
di do. Hoi dy toi bay tudi, dang cudi xe dap - chiéc xe ¢6 c4i yén hinh qua chudi va dan dé can Batman - lao xudng Goodhart Road. Goodhart Road
doc dimg va day gi6, mot con dudng Ién 1 tuyét hao danh cho mit tay dua siéu hang. T6i bo hai tay ra khoi ghi dong khi lao xuong dbc, cam thiy tron ven
niém sung sudng va thoai méi ctia mot thing bé bay tuOL Gi6 quét toc toi va khién toi chay nuée mét. Toi phét hién ra mot chiéc xe tai dang dau trrde
ngdi nha cti cua gia dinh Ruskin, t61 quay lai, va ¢ 10 dAu tién, bum.. nang & 6. Elizabeth cia t6i, dang budc di voi cai xirong song thang dimg nhur lam
bang chét titan, thit ung dung, ngay ca khi dy, khi m6i i mdt co bé bay tudi di xing dan, deo mdt c4i vong tinh ban tét bang tay va mit [im tim tan
nhang,

Hai tuan sau d6, chiing toi giip lai nhau tai 1op hai ctia ¢6 Sobel, va tir do trds di - dimg nhin mét kho chiu nhé - ching t6i khong roi nhau nita. Ngudi lon
thdy mdi quan hé ctia chiing t6i vira déng yéu vira c6 gi d6 khong lnh manh - c4i tinh ban gin giii ctia nhimg dira bé nghich ngom chuyén hoa thanh mdt
tinh yéu giira hai dira thiéu nién, va roi, khi hoocmdn phat trién thém, tré thanh tro hen ho trung hoc. Moi ngudi déu chd doi chiing t6i truéng thanh. Ngay
ca ching t6i ciing thé. Chiing t6i déu i nhitng dtra tré théng minh sang ing, dic biét 1 Elizabeth, nang luén 1 hoc sinh xép hang dau, déy ly tri ngay ca
trong chuyén tinh cam von khong ¢6 chd cho tri dc ton tai. Ching t6i hiéu 16 nhitng chuyén ky cuc Ay.

Bay gior chiing t6i & ddy, hai muoi lim tudi, da két hon bay thang, dang quay trd lai noi ching t6i trao nhau ny hon dau tién thue sy nam muroi hai tudi.



Té hai, t6i hiéu diéu do.

Ching t6i r& Ky mot 16i di gitra dam canh cdy va hoi am w6t diy dic. M nhya thong cao x¢ bau khong khi. Ching toi chdm chap di qua 1dp ¢6 cao.
Mudi va cac loai con tring khac kéu vo vo xung quanh. Céy c6i d6 nhiing bong dai ma ban ¢6 thé hinh dung theo bét ctr cach nao ban thich, giong nhur
khi doan hinh nhiing ddm miy hodc hinh ctia nhitng vét mure Rorschach.

Ching t0i da rdi khoi con dudng mon dé tim 161 di xuyén qua bui cdy day. Elizabeth din duong. Toi theo sau ning hai bude, gios ddy nghi lai t6i thy dicu
d6 giong nhu mot hinh anh mang tinh biéu twong, T61 da ludn lubn tin rang khong gi c6 the chia lia ching 61 - di nhién qua khir ctia ching t6i da chimg to
dieéu do, phai khong? - nhung gio ddy, hon bao gio hét, t6i ¢ theé nhan thdy mic cam t4i 161 dang day nang ra xa khoi toi.

Toi 161 cuia tOi.

Phia truéc, Elizabeth 1€ phai & chd tang d4 16m c6 hinh thiy ctia mdt c4i linga, va & do, phia bén phai, 1 cai ciy ctia chung toi. Tén ho viét tit ctia ching i
dugc khac trén v cay:

EP.

+
DB.

Va di nhién, mot tri tim bao quanh. Dudi tréi tim c6 muoi hai vach, mdi vach danh déu cho mt 1an 1€ ky ni¢m hang namny hon dAu tién ctia ching toi.
Toi toan n6i mt cau lém linh vé tinh trang t& hai cta ching t6i, nhung khi trong thay gurong miit ctia Elizabeth, nhirg nét tan nhang gior day dwong nhur
bién mat hay sam lai, cai cam nghiéng nghiéng, chiéc ¢6 dai, thanh t0, doi n‘at xanh 4 ciy khong chép, mii toc den nhanh bén lai nhu mdt soi thimg day
tha xudng tan vai, t0i khong thdt nén 1. Suyt nita t6i da thi nhan voi nang tat ca, ngay lic Ay va ngay & ddy, nhung c6 diéu g d6 ngin toi lai.

“Anh yéu em,” toi noi.

“Anh dang san sang lam chuyén d6 a.”

‘4[]’:”

“Em cling yéu anh.”

“Puge 1o, duge rdL,” t6i ndi, vor t6 ra bdi rdi. “Bm cling s& mubn am chuyén d6 thoi.”

Nang mim cuoi, nhung t01 nghi minh nhin thiy su ngip ngimg trong nu cudi dy. Toi om Ay nang. Khi nang muroi hai tubi va chiing t6i cubi cing ciing 6
du can dam dé tien thém mot bude, ngudi nang nirc mii huong tuyét diéu ctia mai toc sach s& va mii dau tay Pixie Stix. Toi da bi choang ngop boi cai
moi a, dinhién, cta sy kich thich va kham pha. Ho6m nay ngudi nang ngat huong tir dinh huong va que. Nu hon di chuyén nhur the mot tia sang am ap tir
trung tam trai tim t6i. Khi lwdi chung t6i gap nhau, t61 van cam nhan duge sy choang vang diéng nguoi. Elizabeth durt ra, tho hon hén.

“Anh c6 mudn I ngudi duoc vinh dy khong?” nang hoi.

Nang dura t6i con dao va i khéic vach thir murdi ba Ién cai cay. Murdi ba. Trong nhén thirc mudn mang cia toi sau ndy, ¢6 18 da co mdt diém béo trude.
Troi da trd i khi ching toi quay lai khu ho Anh trang nhot nhat yéu 6t chiéu xuyén qua dém t6i. Dém khong mit tiéng dong, ngay ca tiéng dé. Toi va
Elizabeth nhanh chéng cdi quan 4o. Toi ngamnang ngip minh trong dnh trang va cam thiy c6 gi d6 mic & c6 hong Nang nhay xubng nuéc trude, hdu
nhu khong tao ra mdt gon song. Toi vung vé theo sau. Nude hd dm mot cach bt ngo. Elizabeth boi nhing séi can d6i, cat qua nudc nhu thé murde r& 16i
cho nang T6i bi bom boi theo sau. Am thanh chiing tdi tao ra trén mit hd giéng nhu nhimg hon da ném thia lia trén mrée. Nang 1on vao vong tay t6i. Da
nang amva dmudt. Toi yéu lan da nang. Ching t6i 6m nhau that chat. Nang ti hai bau va kén ngure t0i. Toi ¢6 thé cam nhan duoc nhip dép trai tim nang
va 61 nghe thay hoi thd cuia nang, Am thanh ctia cugce song. Chiing t6i hon nhau. Tay t6i lan xuong durong cong goi cam ¢ ung nang,

Khi ching t6i im xong - moi thir ¢6 vé da quay trd v& voi trét tur - t0i kéo mdt céi bé gb va tha minh Ién. Toi thd hdn hén, hai chén dang rong, dung dua
16 litng trong nurée.

Elizabeth nhan mét n6i. “Gi thé nay, anh budn ngn ddy 4?”

“Ngay day.”

“Pan 6ng gi ma la thé.”

Toi vong tay ra sau dau va nga lung xpéng, Mot dam may troi qua trurde nit trang, ‘bién dém ,téi mau xanh thanh mdt mau vang vot va xamxit. Khong
gian tinh mich. T6i c6 thé nghe thay tiéng Elizabeth 1én khéi nit nude va budc n cau tau. Mat t6i gang dieu chinh. Toi gan nhur chi nam bat duge cai

déng hinh trén trudng ctia nang, Pon gian 1 nang that hip dan. T6i ngim nang nghiéng ngudi dé vat mrde khoi toc. Va roi nang dimg thing lai, diu nga
Tra sau.

Chiéc bé b cia toi troi dan xa khoi bo. Toi ¢d xem thir chuyén gi dang xay ra, nhung hoan toan khong hiéu chit gi. Chiée bé cir tiép tuc troi. Toi dan



khong trong thiy Elizabeth nira. Khi nang nhat nhoa dan trong bong tbi, toi quyét dinh, t6i s& ké voi nang, Toi s& ké voi nang moi chuyén.

Toi tyr git dau véi chinh minh va nhém mit lai. Mot cam gide nhe nhdm len 10i trong ngure toi. Toi ling tai nghe tiéng mude dép khe khé vao chiée be gd.
R&i t6i nghe tiéng cira xe mo.

Toi ngdi ddy.

“Elizabeth?”’

Im king tuyét d6i, ngoai trir tiéng thd cta toi.

Toi tim kiém bong déng néng. Thét kho khiin dé nhéin ra, nhung trong mdt khoénh khéc t6i nhin théty n6. Hogic t0i nghi minh da nhin théy. Toi khong chéic
nita, ma ¢ con quan trong gi dau. Du thé nao dinita, Elizabeth cling dang dirng yén, va c6 thé 1a ngay trudc mit toi.

Hin I3 t6i da chdp mit - that syr I toi khong chic ca vé viée nay nita - va khi toi mo mét, Elizabeth da bién mt.
Tim t6i ddp nay n. “Elizabeth!”
Khong c6 tiéng tra 10

Sur cang thang dang Ién. Toi nhay khoi cai bé va bét dau boi vé phia cau tau. Nhimg sai boi clia toi tao ra mdt dm thanh that I6n, Ion dén phat cudng
trong tai toi. Toi khong thé nghe thay gi, néu c6 bat cr dieu gi dang xay ra. Toi ngimg lai.

“Elizabeth!”

Trong mot thoi gian dai khong 6 am thanh ndo. Bammay van che khut mit tring, C6 thé 1 nang vao xe dé ly thir gi d6. Toi cat tiéng goi tén nang
mdt lan nira.

D6 14 lic t6i nghe tiéng hét cta nang

Toi ctii dau va boi, boi dir doi, hai cénh tay t0i lén xudng, chan t0i dap dién dai. Nhung toi vin con céch xa ciu tau. Toi giing nhin trong khi boi, nhung
troi qua toi, mét trang chi tda nhiing tia nhot nhat, khong chicu sang dugce gi.

Toi nghe thy tiéng x6 xat, nhur thé thir gi d6 dang bi kéo 16 di.

Phia trude, 0 da thiy duoc cau tau. Sau met, khong hon. Toi boi gip hon. Phoi toi nhur boc chay. Toi udng phai mdt it nude, tay t0i dudi théng, ban tay
quo quang mi mo trong bong dém. Va r6i t6i tim thay nd. Cai thang. Toi tom chét Ky, du minh kn, leo 1én khoi mét mrde. Cau tau van uét tir lic
Elizabeth 1én bo. T6i nhin vé phia céi léu. Troi qua to1. Toi khong thay gi ca.

“Elizabeth!”

Mot thir gi d6 nhu gdy bong chay dap vao t6i, ngay trung tim hé than kinh. Hai it t6i phong lén. Nguoi t6i gap lai lam doi, khong tho ndi. Khong c6

khong khi. Mot cu dap khéc. Lan ndy vao dinh so. Toi nghe mjt tiéng ran trong dAu, va cam giac nhur thé aido dang cammong Vuot 1én hai thai duong
minh. Chén t6i 0dn lai va dau gbi khuyu xubng. Hoan toan mit phwong hudng, t6i dit hai tay 1én dau va cd ging che chan. Cia dap tiép theo - ct cudi

clng - vao ngay gitra nit toi.

T6i ngd ngira ra sau, roi xudng hd. Hai miit nhdm lai. Toi nghe tiéng Elizabeth hét mot 1n niva - 1in ndy nang hét goi tén t6i - nhung 4m thanh, moi 4m
thanh, déu tan bién khi t61 chim dan trong nuréc.
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Chuong 2
Tam ndm sau

Mot bé gai nita sép am tan nat trai tim t6i. Con bé c6 doi mét nau, méi toc xoan va mot nu cudi rong mo. Con bé deo day cang ring, nd murdi bon tudi

“Chdu c6 thai a?” t61 hoi

“Vang, thua bac siBeck.”
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To6i cb khong nhim mét lai. Pay khong phai in dau tién t6i tiép mdt dira tré vi thanh nién mang thai. Ciing khong phéi lin dau tién trong ngaty hom nay.
Toi Ia béc si nhi tai phong khim Washington Heights sau khi hoan thanh cong viéc cta bac sindi tri nm nam trude ¢ Trung tim'Y khoa Columbia gin
d6. Ching tdi phyc vy nhitng ngudi duoc trg cap Y té (tirc: ngheo) bang viée chim séc sirc khoe gia dinh thong thuong, bao gdm san khoa, ndi khoa,
va di nhién, nhi khoa. Nhiéu ngudi cho ring cong viée ndy bién t6i thanh mot nha tir thién bac 4i. Thuc sur khong phai thé. Toi thich m mdt nha bac si
nhi. Toi diic biét khong thich cong viée nay tai nhitng khu ngoai 6 v6i nhitng ba me trong cac gia dinh trung hru kha gia va nhirng 6ng b son stra mong
tay va, trm, nhitng ngudi gidng toi.

“Chau dinh thé nio?”” toi hoi.

“Chau va Terrell. Ching chau thue sy hanh phiic, bac siBeck a.”

“Terrell bao nhiéu tudi?”

“‘Muoisaua.”

Con bé ngude nhin toi, hanh phic va mim cuoi. Mot 1an nita, t6i b khong nhim mét lai.

Diéu ludn lam t6i ngac nhién - uon ludn - a hau hét nhitng ca c6 thai nay déu khong phai ngau nhién. Nhimg dira tré con nay mu6n c6 nhimg dira tré
con. Khong ai hiéu ndi diéu d6. Ngudi ta noi vé cac bién phap han ché sinh dé ciing nhur tiét duc va ring tat ca déu 6n va tot, nhung syr that 1, i ban bé
hay ho ciia ching dang ¢ con va i ban dy gianh dugc moi sy chit , va vi vy, ndy, Terrell, tai sao ching ta lai khong ¢6 con nhi?

“Anh 4y yéu chau,” dira tré mudi bdn tudi niy béo toi.

“Chau ndi chuyén nay voi me chwra?”

“Van chura a.” Con bé ling ting va nhin n6 ding hét nhur mot dira tré & tudi murdi bon. “Chau hy vong chii ¢6 thé cing chéu néi chuyén ndy véi me.”
Toi gt dau. “U.”

Toi da hoc duge cach khong phan xét. Toi ling nghe. Toi ddng cam Khi i bac sindi trd, t0i kén giong day doi. Toi tir trén cao nhin xuépg VA 120 giang
v6i bénh nhan rang hanh vi ctia ho s& hily hoai ho nhur the nao. Nhung vao mt buodi chiu gid lanh ¢ Manhattan, mt c6 bé mudi bay tubi day mét moi,
dang mang thai dra con thir ba cuia ngudi cha thir ba, da nhin thiing vao mit t6i va néi mot su that khong thé nao tranh cai dugc: “Chu khong hi€u doi
chau dan.”

Céu ndi lam t6i cimg hong, Va bay gior toi Fing nghe. Toi chdm dirt viée dong vai Nguoi Da tring Nhin dirc va trd thanh mdt bac si tot hon. Toi s& trao
cho dira bé murdi bon tudi niy va dira con ctia n6 su chiam soc tot nht c6 thé. Toi s& khong bao con bé riang Terrell s& khong bao gior & lai, ring con bé
dang chbi bo turong lai ctia minh, ring néu né ciing gidng nhur héu hét nhitg bénh nhan & day, né s& & trong tinh trang trong tyr vi it nht hai ngudi dan
ong nita trude khind budc sang tubi hai muroi.

Nighi ngoi vé diéu d6 qua nhiéu s& dam ra than kinh.

Chiing t6i n6i chuyén mit Itic - hay, it nhét, con bé ndi va toi nghe. Phong kham, rong gAp d6i vin phong ciia t6i, to bang kich c& mot xa lim (khong phai
t6i biét duoc diéu ny tir kinh nghiém tryc iép nhé), son mau xanh 14 ciy cong s&, gidng mau phong vé sinh & trurdng tiéu hoc. Bang kiém tra thi e nit
dé ban chi vao mit s6 diém dugc treo phia sau canh ctra. Vai tAm dé can hinh chudt Disney da phai mau treo trén mot burc tudng; birc trdng con lai
duoc che boi mdt poster vi dai vé& thap dinh dudng. Bénh nhan murdi bn tudi cia toi ngdi trén ban kham véi mdt cudn gidy vé sinh ma ching toi kéo
xudng sin cho mbi dira bé. Vi ly do ndo d6, cach cudn gidy mo ra am t6i nhé dén cach géi mot cai sandwich & Carnegie Deli.

Lo sudi khién khong khi rt ngdt ngat, nhung can dén né ¢ noi bon tré thurong xuyén cdi quan o. Toi niic by quin o béc sinhi théng thurong: quan
jeans mau xanh da troi, giay Converse Chuck Taylor, so mi gai ciic, va mot ca vat sang kieu Ctru lay tré em thoi thirong hoi nam 1994. Toi khong méc
4o choang trang, To1 nghi n6 lam bon nhoc hoang so.

Bénh nhan mudi bén tudi clia toi - phai, t6i khong thé nao bo qua tu01 16 - thye sy [ mdt dira tré rét ngoan. Didu dang budn cuoi B, tt ca ching déu
ngoan. Toi chuyén n6 cho mdt béc si san khoa n t6i quy mén. Va rdi ti 16i chuyén voi me n6. Khong c6 gl moi la hay dang ngac nhién. Nhur ti noi
ddy, t6i lam viée ndy hau nhu hang ngy. Ching t6i 6m hon khi con bé ra vé. Qua vai dira tré, me nd va toi liéc nhin nhau. DO chimg hai muroi lim ba me
mang con dén giip t6i mbi ngy; dén cudi tuln, t6i ¢ thé dém trén dau ngdn tay ¢6 bao nhiéu dira két hon.

Nhur t6i néi ddy, t6i khong phan xét. Nhung t6i thre s quan sét.

Sau khi ho i di, t6i bat d4u viét nhanh nhing ghi chi ngin vao ban theo ddi ctia con bé. Toi lat lai vai trang. Toi da cham soc no tir khi t6i 1a bac sTndi
tri. Picu  ndy ¢ nghia | con bé bt dau theo t6i khi nd tam tudi. Toi nhin vao bang theo ddi phat trién ctia n6. Toi nhd con bé khi né tam tubi va roi toi
nghi khi 4y trong n6 thé ndo. Con bé khong thay d6i nhidu im. Cudi cing, t6i nhim miét va dui.

Homer Simpson ngiit doan suy nghii ctia t6i bang tiéng hét, “Thu! Thur & ddy! Oooo!”

Toi mo i, quay vé phia man hinh. Pay la Homer Simpson nhur trong chwong trinh TV The Simpsons. Ai d6 da thay cai giong déu déu “Ban c6 thu”
clia may tinh bang doan thu am tiéng Homer. T6i khoai cai nay. To6i khoai cai nay cuc ky.



Toi toan kiém tra email thi tiéng goi ciia hé théng dién damndi bo khién tay t6i khyng lai. Wanda, nhan vién I8 tan, ndi “Shauna... trm hirm ... ctia anh
dang goi dién.”

Toi hiéu sy bdi ri d6. Toi cam on ¢b rdi nhan nit nghe. “Chao cung”

“Miac ké t6,” ¢b tra 1. “Té & day rdi”

Shauna gac may. Toi dung day va di xuong hanh lang khi Shauna tir duong pho budc vao. Shauna hién ngang bude vao phong cir nhur thé cin phong
1am c6 khé chiu. C6 | mdt ngudi mau qua kho, mdt trong sb it ngudi duoc biét dén voi ci tén doc mot tir. Shauna. Glong nhu Cher hay Fabio. C6 cao
1m83 va niing 96kg. C6 14 ngudi, nhur ban ¢6 thé mong doi, khién ngudi khac phai ngoai dau lai nhin va tat ca moi ci du trong phong doi déu am thé.
Shauna khong budn dumg lai & quiy I tin, va bo phén tiép tin ciing hiéu tt hon i khong nén ngiin c6 lai. C6 kéo cira va chio toi bang nhimg 1o ndy:
“An trua. Bay gio.”

“T6 béo caurdi TG sép ban.”

“Miic 40 khoac vao,” 6 noi. “Ngoai trdi lanh ddy.”

“Nghe ndy, t& 6n. D sao thi mai m6i 1 ngay ky niém ma.”

“Cau s& tra tién.”

Toi ludmg Iy va ¢b biét co da thang toi.

“Di ndo, Beck, s& rat vui. Nhur hdi & dai hoc 4y. Nhé hdi bon minh thuong cing nhau di choi va ngim miy em gai hot qué troi chir?”

“Té chura bao gior ngim miy em gai hot qua troi.”

“0, ding, t6 m6i thé. Di iy 40 khodc di.”

Trén duong quay lai van phong, mot trong sb céc ba me trao cho t6i nu cudi niém nd va kéo i lai gan. “C6 Ay trong con xinh hon khi dugce gip trre
tiép thé nay.” Ba thi thim

“Vang,” t6i d4p lai.
“C6 phai bac siva co dy...” Ba me lim it chi ngodc hai tay vao nhau.
“Khong, cd 4y c6 ai d6 roi m,” t6i tra Ioi.

“That u? Ai vay?”

“Chj gai toi.”

Chiing t6i n tai mdt nha hang Trung Qudc 1é tién v6i cd hﬁ}l ban dn Tau chi ndi dugc tiéng TAy Ban Nha, Shauna, in niic khong ché vao dau duoc,
mot bo vest mau xanh da troi, mdt chiec vong cd budng xudng hét nhur Black Monday, nhiu may lai.

“Thit lon Moo shu trong vo banh ng6?”
“Thir mao hiém di,” t6i noi.

Ching t6i gip nhau vio ngdy dau tién & trudng dai hoc. Ai d6 & van phong dang ky kim viéc rét do hoi va nghi tén c6 a Shaun, va vi viy cudi cling
ching t6i 14 ban ctng phong.

Khi mdi tan giu, ching t6i déu dinh bao lai nhim 1An ndy. C6 mua bia cho toi. Toi bit dau quy ¢o. Vai gior sau, ching toi quyét dinh khong ndi vi nhd dau
ban cting phong thuc sy ctia chung t6i lai 13 dira dd hoi thi sao.

To6i hoc & Amherst College, mdt hoc vién dic biét tinh hoa ndm & phia Tay Massachusetts, va toi khong biét liéu trén tréi dét c6 trudng tu thue ndo giau
nhu thé ndy khong, Elizabeth, dai biéu hoc sinh doc dién vin trong 18 hoi t6t nghiép cua trudng cap ba ching t61, chon Yale. Ching t6i c6 thé hoc cling
mot truong, nhung ching t6i da ban va quyet dinh day c6 thé 1a 1an thir thach tuyét voi nira cho mbi quan hé ciia ching t61. Mot Jan nita, ching t6i hanh
dong nhur nhitng nguoi treong thanh. Két qua u? Ching toi nhé nhau phét dién. Sy chia xa thét chit thém 16i cam két giin bé ctia ching t6i va tao cho
tinh yéu ctia ching t6i mdt kich thude mdi: khoang-cach-lam-trai- tim+ yéu- thuong-hon.

Déng budn cudi, t6i biét ma.

Trong lic &n, Shauna héi t6i, “Cau c6 thé trong Mark i nay khong?””

Mark 14 cau chau trai nam tudi ctia toi. Mot vai Jn khi con hoc nm cudi. Shauna bat dau hen hd vai chi gai t6i, Linda. Ho t6 chirc mdt dam cudi bay



nam truée. Mz}rk 1a két qua phu ctia, trm, 1]I~]h yéu ctia ho, v6i mot it gitp dd tir thy thai nhan tao. Linda mang thai va Shauna nhan nudi thang bé. C6
phan hoi c6 dién, ho muon con trai ho ¢d mau nguoi dan 6ng ly turdng trong doi. Toi tham gia.

Ngoai nhig gi t6i sép gip ¢ chd lam, ching t6i ndi chuyén Ozzle and Harriet.

“Khong van dé gi,” t6i tra 1oi. “Du sao t& ciing mudn xem bd phim Disney moi.”

“Céi c6 em trong phim d6 xinh kinh hoang,” Shauna néi. “Nhén vat hot nhat ctia ho ké tir Pocahontas.”
“Rat vui dugc biét,” t6i n6i. “Thé cau va Linda di dau?”

“Biét chét lién. By gitr nhitng cd dong tinh lai I i tré xinh co dAy, quan niém clia xa hoi ching ta ky cyc thét. T6 hau nhur khao khat nhitng ngay khi
bon t& phai tron chui tron i trong ti quan 40.”

Toi goi thém mdt bia. Péang & khong nén, nhung thém mdt ciing chéiing hai gi.

Shauna ciing goi thém mot. “Vay cau da chia tay voi, tén-co-ay-la-gi-nhi, 16 a,” ¢d hoi.
“Brandy.”

“Ding rdi. Nhan tién n6i, tén dep ddy. C6 ta co mdt ¢ em tén Whiskey phéi khong?”
“Chiing t6 chi gip nhau hai lan thoi.”

“Tét. Co ta la mit & gﬁy nhom Hon nita, t¢ tim dwoc mdt em hoan héo cho ciu rdi”
“Théi, cam on,” t6i noi.

“Than hinh em ndy dep chét ngudi.”

“Shauna, dirng gioi thiéu cho t6. Lamon di.”

“Tai sao khong?”

“Nh6 lan gin day nhat cau gii thiéu cho t& chir?”

“Véi Cassandra.”

“Thé ¢6 ta im sao?”

“Mot diém thoi nhé, 6 ta dong tinh.”

“Chiia oi, Beck, cau that Ia mdt tay cuc doan qua thé.”

Pién thoai di dong ctia ¢b reo. Shauna nga ngudi ra sau tra 10i dién thoai nhung mét khong roi khoi gwong mit t6i. Co quat thao diéu gi d6 va dap méy.
“T6 phai di day,” ¢6 noi.

T6i ra hiéu dé thanh toan.

“Tbi mai cu dén,” ¢d tuyén bd.

Toi gia vor hé hbc miéng, “MAy ¢6 dong tinh khong c6 ké hoach g a?”

“T¢6 thi khong, Chi gai cau c6. Co Ay dén bita dai tiéc ctia Brandon Scope mdt minh.”

“Céu khong di véi chi Ay 42”
“Khong.”
“Tai sao khong?”

“Bon t¢ khong mubn dé Mark khong ¢6 bon t6 hai dém lién tuc. Linda bude phéi di. Bay giv co dy quan 1y quy tir thign. Con t6, t6i t6 nghi. Vi vy, t6i
mai dén nhé, dugc khong? To s€ dat san phim, ching minh s€ xem cling véi Mark.”

Mai I ngdy ky niém. Néu Elizabeth con sng, ching t6i s& khdc vach thir hai muroi mdt n cai cay d6. Diéu ndy nghe c6 vé la ling, nhung ngay mai
khong phai la mdt ngay dac biét khé nhoc véi t6i. P01 voi nhitng ngay ky niém hay dip nghi, hay sinh nhat Elizabeth, t6i thurdng chuan bi tm Iy tot dén



mic ¢6 thé xoay x ma khong gip van dé gi. Nhing ngiy “binh thudng” moi | nhiing ngity kho nhoc. Khi t6i bam cai diéu khién tir xa va bap vao mt
doan kinh dién trong The Marry Tyler Moore Show hay Cheers. Khi t6i ngang qua mdt hi¢u sich va thay mdt cudn mdi ctia Alice Hoffiman hay Anne
Tyler. Khi t6i nghe O’Jay hay Four Tops hay Nina Simone. Nhitng thir thurong nhat.

“T6 bao voi me Elizabeth t¢ s& ghé qua 161, t61 noi.

“A, Beck...” C toan tranh cai nhung rdi tur ngiin minh lai. “Sau do thi sao?”

“Puoc thoi,” toi noi.

Shauna cam ly tay toi. “C4u lai dang bién mit, Beck a.”

Toi khong tra 1oi.

“T6 yéu cau, cau biét déy. Y t6 13, néu nhd ra cu lﬁp dAn v& mat tinh duc thi t& da dén véi cu, cha khong phai chi cau.”

“T6 hénh dién qua,” t6i noi. “That ddy.”

“Purng sép ctra lai voi to. Néu cau sap ctra lai vdi td, cau ciing lam thé voi tht ca moi nguol Tam sy véi tg, duge char?”’

“Puoe 101, 161 n6i. Nhung t6i khong thé.

T61 suyt x6a email do.

T6i nhan quéa nhidu mail rc, ban biét ci bo loc thur thé ndo rdi ddy, t6i trd nén khé khéo Io vai phim x6a. Toi doc dia chi ngudi giri trrde. Néu 1 ai d6
t01 bict hodc tir bénh vién thi duge. Neu khong phai, toi nhiét tinh dap phim xoa.

T6i ngdi & ban, xem lich im viéc budi chidu. Pong nghit, khong c6 gi dang ngac nhién. T6i xoay xoay ngudi trong ghé va sin sang cho ngdn tay nhin
phim x6a. Chi ¢6 mdt emmail. Chinh I c4i im cho Homer gao kn lic ndy. Téi nhin liéc qua, va mit ti dimng lai & hai chir c4i dAu tién cta tiéu dé thur.

Caigl.?

Theo céichmi cira s6 mén hinh duoc thiét ké, tit ca nhimg gi t0i ¢ thé nhin thiy chi | hai chi¥ c4i ndy va dia chi ctia ngwoi gir. Toi khong biét dia chi
ndy. Mot loat nhitng con sO (@comparama.com

Toi nheo mit lai va nhén thanh truot bén phéi. Tiéu dé thu hién ra timg chir cai mdt. Mdi lan nhip chudt, tim t6i lai d4p nhanh thém mot chit. Hoi the ciia
t61 tré nén khang khac. Toi gilt ngon tay & thanh truot va chd doi.

Khi lam xong, moi chit cai da xuét hién, t0i doc lai tiéu d& mot An nita vA cam nhin mdt tiéng huych nang nhoc, sau thim trong tim.

“Béc siBeck?”

Miéng t61 khong ctr dong.

“Béac siBeck?”

“Cho t61 mit phit, Wanda.”

C6 nghn ngai. Toi van c6 thé nghe tiéng 6 trén hé thong méy lién lac ndi bo. Va rdi ti nghe tiéng may tit.

Téi van nhin nman hinh.

Gtri dén: dbeckmd@nyhosp.com

Tur: 13943928(@comparama.com

Tiéudé: E.P + DB /NI

Hai muoi mbt vach. Toi da dém dén bon lan.

Thét la mot tro dua ac doc, bénh hoan. Toi biét mi. Hai tay t0i nim chit lai. Toi ty hoi thang quéi mat - day do hoi nao da giri cai thur nay. Thét dé dang
dé giéu tén trong emmail - noi 4n ndu tt nhét cta thing hén cong nghé. Nhung van @& 13, rat it nguoi biét vé cai cay hay ngiy ky niém ctia ching t6i. Bao
chi khong bao gio biét chuyén nay. Shauna biét, di nhién. Va Linda biét. Elizabeth co thé da ké voi bd me hay chi ciia nang. Nhung ngoai nhitng nguoi
ayrathi..

Aida giri bire thu?

Di nhién t6i mudn doc ndi dung, nhung ¢6 @i d6 niu t6i lai. Sy that I, t6i nghi vé Elizabeth nhiéu hon toi tur cho phép minh - t6i khong nghi t6i danh ira ai



- nhung t6i khong bao gio ndi ve nang hay vé chuyén d xay ra. Moi ngudi nghi t6i t0 ra la dang truong phu, | can dam, rang toi dang cb Amban bé do
lo lang hay lang tranh long trdc 4n ciia moi ngudi hay nhiing thir v& van dai loai. Khong phai thé. Nhic dén Elizabeth khién t6i dau d6n. Rét nhidu. N6
dem vé lai tiéng hét cudi clng ctia nang, N6 dem vé lai hét thay nhing cau hoi khong 101 giai dap. N6 dem v lai thir-déng-18-da- c6-thé (it it thir, toi
dambao voi ban, c6 kha niing hily hoai nhur thir-déng-18-da-c6-thé.) N6 dem vé lai t6i 161, cam giéc, du phi Iy, ring mot ngudi dan 6ng manh mé hon -
mdt ngurdi dan dng 6t hon - dang 18 da co thé ciru nang,

Ngudi ta bao ring s& mit mdt thoi gian dai dé thiu hiéu dwoc tham kich. Ban chét king di. Ban khong thé chip nhan mot cach thoa dang hién thirc 4c
nghict. Mot lan nita, d6 khong phai 14 sy that. Di sao cting khong phai, d6i voi toi. Toi hiéu tat ca nhitng viée s& xay dén trong khoanh khéc ho tim thiy
thi thé Elizabeth. Toi hiéu toi s& khong bao gios nhin thiy nang nira, rang t01 s€ khong bao gio duroc 6m nang mot lan 130 nira, rang ching toi s& khong
bao gid ¢6 nhitng dra con hay ciing nhau gia di theo nim théang, T6i hiéu day 1a két thic, ring khong 6 gi tri hodn, rang khong c6 gi ¢6 thé trao doi hay
thoa thudn.

Toi da khoc ngay p tire. Nire n khong kiém soat duoc. Toi nirc né gan mdt tuan khong dut. Toi nirc nd trong subt dam tang. Toi khong cho ai cham
vao minh, ngay ca Shauna va Linda T61 ngit mdt minh trén girong ctia chiing toi, Vui chat dau trong bi ctia Elizabeth, ¢b ging hit ngiri miii huong ciia
nang, siét chat 1én mit minh quén 40 ctia nang, Khong c6 gi trong nhirng hanh dong a 4y gitp 16 d& chiu. That ky cuc, that dau dén. Nhung d6 ki mii
hurong ciia nang, mot phin clia nng, va dil sao t6i ciing khong thé dimg duoc.

Nhimng nguoi ban c6 y tt - thuong 14 loai XAu nhét - ndi véi t01 nhirng céu sao 1ong, va vi vy t6i cam thay minh ¢6 du tu cach dé c6 thé canh bao ban
rang: Chi nén ndi ra i chia budn sau sac nhat. Dimg bao toi rang 61 con tré. Plmg bao vai toi rang moi thir s& dn hon thoi. Pumg bao t0i ring nang
dang & mot noi tdt hon. Pimg bao t6i ring d6 1 mdt phin ctia ké hoach than thanh thiéng liéng ndo do. Bimg bao i rang t61 da may mén vi da c6 mot
tinh yéu nhur thé. Moi ngudi voi nhitng thir nham chén nhur thé 1im t6i phét ngdy. Ho khién t6i - va diéu nay nghe c6 vé khic nghiét - nhin dam dam vao
nhitng ké dAn don va tu hoi tai sao anh ta hay c6 ta van hit thd trong khi Elizabeth ca t6i thi rita.

T6i lién tuc phai nghe cai thir ctia ng “yéu rdi mat thi tot hon”. Lai mdt sai lAm nira. Tin toi di, khong t6t hon dau. Dimg chi cho t6i thién duong roi lai
thiéu rui va bao d6 1 mdt phan ctia nd. Mot phan ich ky. Diéu am t6i thire sw dau don 1 Elizabeth da bi tude di qua nhiéu. Toi khong thé ndi véi ban,
bao nhiéu fan t6i nhin thy hay km mot thir gi d6 mé t6i nghil Elizabeth s& thich thit dén nhurong ndo, va con dau nhéi lai mdt 1an nira dap vao toi.

Moi ngurdi ban khodn lidu t6i ¢6 chit an han ndo khong, Cau tra 10i 1, chi mdt diéu duy nhét thoi. Toi 4n hén da c6 nhing khoanh khiic ling phi vao
nhitng cong viéc khac hon la 1am cho Elizabeth hanh phuc.

“Bac siBeck?”

“Mét gidly nita thoi” Toi ndi

Toi dat tay Ién chudt va di con tro dén bidu tuong Poc. T6i nhin vao va ndi dung hién ra:
Guri dén: dbeckmd@nyhosp.com

Tur: 13943928@comparama.com

Tieu dé: E.P + DB /NI

N6i dung: Nhén vio hyperlink, thoi diém hon, ngay ky niém.

Mot khdi chi dé ning ngure toi.

Thoi diém hon?

Hén I mot trod dua, hin thé. T6i khong thich nhiing thir bi n. Toi ciing khong thich chd doi.

Toi lai chp Ky chudt va di mii tén vao hyperlink. Toi nhép chut va nghe céi modem c6 16 si rit 1én két ndi véi méy chi. Ching t6i ¢ hitu mot hé thong
lac hdu & phong kham. Phai mat mdt lic trinh duyét web mdi xuat hién. Toi cho doi, nghi: Thoi diém hon, lam thé nao ho biét duge vé thoi diém hon?

Trinh duyét xuét hién. N6 bao Ii.

T6i nhéin mit. Ptra quai ndo da giri c4i nay? Toi thir lai n thir hai, va 16i xudt hién lan nita. D6 13 mdt duong link hong,

Prra quai ndo c6 thé biét duoc vé thdi diém hon?

Toi chura bao gios ké voi ai. Elizabeth va toi it khi noi vé chuyén nay, 6 & vind cling khong phai k vin dé gi to tat. Ching t0i da sén dén mirc nhur trong
Pollyanna vi vay nhimg thir nhur thé ny ching t6i it riéng cho minh. Thét ra thi hoi xau h6, nhung khi ching t61 hon nhau an dau tién hai muoi m6t ndm
trude, t0i da xem gio. Chi cho vui thoi. T6i dirt ra va nhin vao chiéc dong hd deo tay hi¢u Casino va noi, “6 gio 15 phut.”

Va Elizabeth n6i, “Thoi diém hon.”

To6i nhin ndi dung bir thur chua hién ra mot 1in niva. Bay gids toi bt du thdy khé chiu. Diéu nay vurot qua giéi han ciia chuyén vui vé khoi hai. Giri mot
cai email day ac y 1a mot chuyén, nhung...



Thoi diém hon.

Pung, thdi diémhon 1 6 gio 15 phit chidu mai. Toi khong ¢6 nhidu lwa chon. Toi phai doi dén Iuc Ay.

Vi vay, ctr thé thoi.

Toi lru email lai trong mot chiéc dia mém, chi dé dé phong. Toi kich vao lwa chon in va nhén nit In tht ca. Toi khong hiéu nhidu Fim vé miy tinh, nhung
t61 bict thinh thoang ban c6 thé lan ra nguon goe mot I thur tir tat thay nhing thir kho hiéu viét & cudi trang nay. Toi nghe tiéng miy in chay ré re. Toi nhin
ti€u dé thu mot 1an nira. Toi dém lai sO vach mot lan nira. Van Ia hai miroi mot.

Toi nghi v& céi cdy va iy hon dau tién, va trong cai vin phong chat chdi, ngdt ngat ny, t6i bat dau ngiri thdy mii dau tay Pixie Stix.

Ban dang doc truyén Pung Noi Mot Ai dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuwong 3

O nha, t6i gap mdt ¢t sde khéc tir qua khir.

Toi ¢ phia bén kia cau George Washington qua Manhattan - nf}m trong khu ngoai 6 Green River, mo ué'cadién hinh ctia dan My, thudc New Jersey, mot
thanh pho nho, mic cho bict danh ctia n6, khong song ciing chéng xanh. Nha la nha ctia 6ng t6i. Toi chuyén vao song cting dng va mit 16 mot 1o nhimg
0 y ta ngoai quoc thay doi lién tuc tir khi Nana mat cach day ba nam

Ong bi chimg mét tri. Pau 6¢ 6ng hoi gibng mdt chiéc TV tring den cii véi dngten tai tho bi hong, N6 hoat dong that thurong va mot s ngay thi tdt hon
nhitng ngay khéc va ban phai cam may thanh Angten theo mot cach nhat dinh va khong dugc cir dong, va ngay ca khi ay hinh anh van nhay va trdi lién
tuc. It nhat thi, d6 14 tinh trang thuong xuyén ctia n6. Nhung sau cling - van tiép tuc v6i hinh anh an du ndy - chiéc TV ndy hiém khi bat.

Toi chura bao gios thure sw yéu quy ong. Ong 1a kiéu nguoi doc dodn, 161 thoi, tur viron Ién bang nd I ban thén, ban phét tinh cam dua theo mirc do

thanh cong clia ban. Ong coc can voi kiéu tinh yéu khic nghiét va 1 déng trurong phu thoi xua. Mot dira chau trai vira nhay cam vira khong cuong trang,
ngay ca khi c6 diém s cao, ciing d& dang bi b lo.

Ly do t6i dong y y chuyén vio & cing 6ng 1 vi t6i biét néu t6i khong am thé, chi t6i s& dén ong vé nha chi 4 ay Linda I nhw vay. Khi ching t6i hét tai trai
hé Brooklake “Ong c6 ca thé gioi trong tay”, chi da thu nhén vao trai tim minh hoi nhiéu y nghia ctia cau dy. Chi hin da c6 cam giac bon phéan. Nhung
Linda c6 mOt dira con trai va mt nguoi ban doi voi nhimng trach nhiém Toi thi khong. Vi vy t6i im mot ¢t inh xuéng bang viéc chuyén vao song cling
ong, Toi thich song & ddy, t6i nghi vay. Khu ndy yén tinh.

Chloe, con cho ctia t6i, chay chom t6i chi, vAy vay dudi. Toi gdi d6i tai mém ciia n6. N6 dimg yén cho t6i gii mot lic rdi dura miit nhin soi ddy budc.
“Poi tao mot phixt,” t6i bao no.

Chloe khong thich cau nay. N6 trao cho t6i mbt cai nhin - mbt ngon khong hé d& dang khi 1bng phii kin toan bo nﬁt Chloe thudc loai chd coli cé rau,
giong chd chin ctru hon bat cir giong coli ndo t6i ting bict. Elizabeth va t6i @ mua Chloe ngay sau khi chiing t6i két hon. Elizabeth yéu cho. Toi thi
khong, Bay gio lai cd.

Chloe nim dura vao cira trude. N6 nhin cai cira, rdi nhin t6i, rdi lai nhin céi cira. Goi'y. Goi y ddy.

Ong ngdi gon trong ghé trurdc mdt churong trinh trd choi trén truyén hinh. Ong khong quay lai phia t1, nhung Ong cling ¢6 vé dang nhin man hinh TV.
Mat 6ng dong cimg lai thanh mdt cai mét na nhot nhat, va cimg do, it na cua cai chét. Lan duy nhat t6i thay cai mét dong clmg ay tan chay ra la khi
ong duoc thay ta. Khia 4y, mdi 6ng mim lai mong dinh va da it ong ching xudng. Ong chay nurdc miét va thinh thoang mdt giot roi ra. Toi nghi 6ng sang
subt nhét 1 chinh vao cai khoanh khic ong som ung chiu tudi gia cia minh.

Chiia qué c6 khiéu hai hude.

C6 y ta dé lai mdt to gidy trén ban bép: GOI CANH SAT TRUONG LOWELL.

Mot s dién thoai dugc viét nguéch ngoac & dudi.

PAu t6i bat dau ong ong, Tur Iic bi tAn cong, 61 bi chﬁng dau nira dau. Nhtrng ca c‘gép ]z‘}m s0 t01 bi ran. T6i phai nhdp vién pémngc‘ly, mac dumdt bac si
chuyén khoa, ban cting 16p ctia t6i 6 truong y, cho rang chirng dau nira dau vé nguon goc 1a do tdm ly hon 1a sinh ly. C6 thé anh ta ding,

Du i tm ly hay sinh 1y, ca ndi dau v t9i 16i déu ton tai. Toi I& ra phéi n¢ duoc. Toi k ra phai thiy nhimg cti dap. Toi Ié ra khong dugc roi xubng nudc.
Va cudi cing, du the nao dinita t6i da don hét strc dé ctru 1y chinh minh - tai sao t6i lai khong thé lam diéu nhur theé d€ ctru Elizabeth.
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Vo ich, toi hiéu.
Toi doc lai bire thur mot lin nita. Chloe bét dAu rén ri. Toi gio mdt ngdn tay kén. N6 ngimg rén nhung lai bt dau choi-tro-hét-iéc-toi-rdi-téi-cai-cira.

Toi khong co tin tire gi cta canh sat truong Lowell tir tim ndm nay, nhung 81 van nhé hinh dnh 6ng ta hién ra md mo & girong bénh vién, gwong it 16
10 s hodi nghi va yém thé.

Ong ta c6 thé mudn gi sau ngan 4y thoi gian?
Toi cam Ky dién thoai va bim s6. Mot nguoi tra 1 ngay hdi chudng dau tién.
“Bac siBeck, cam on anh d2 hoi lai cho t61.”

Toi khong ra mdy dién thoai hién thi 6 nguoi goi ¢én my - qua Canh Chirg so v6i s thich cta t6i. Toi héing giong va bo qua 16i nhan xét lich sw. “Toi
¢ thé giip gi cho 6ng, canh sat truong?”

“T6i dang & trong khu nha anh,” dng ta néi. “Toi rét mudn dugce ghé qua va gip anh, néu anh cho phép.”
“DAy c6 phai a mdt chuyén viéng tham x3 giao khong nhi?”” t6i hoi.

“Khong, khong han.”

Ong ta doi t6i ni gi ddy. T6i khong néi gi

“Bay gio ¢d tién khong?”’ Lowell hoi

“Ong c¢6 phién néu ni cho t6i biét i ¢6 viée gi khong?”

“T6i mudn doi dén Kc...”

“Va t0i nghi 6ng khong nén doi.”

Toi thiy tay minh ndm ng nghe chét hon.

“Puoc 1di, béc si Beck, t6i hiéu.” Ong ta hing giong, theo kiéu ngu ¥ dang mudn c¢6 thém chut thoi gian.
“C6 thé anh da nghe tin c6 hai thi thé duoc tim thdy & Hat Riley.”

Toi chura nghe. “Thi thé ra sao?”

“Xac chét dugc tim thdy gan khu dat cta anh.”

“D6 khong phai la dat ciia t6i. Clia 6ng t61.”

“Nhung anh I3 nguoi bao ho theo luat dinh ctia 6ng anh, phai khong?”

“Khoéng,” toi noi. “Chi t6i.”

“C6 thé anh s& goi ¢6 Ay lubn. Toi xin phép n6i chuyén voi ca cd dy nira.”

“Thi thé khong duoc tim thiy & H6 Charmaine, ding khong?”

“Dring thé. Chung t6i tim thiy x4c & khu phia Tay bén canh. Thirc ra 1 & dia phan cta hat.”

“Vay thi ong muén g tir ching t6i?”

Ong ta ngimg n6i mot lic. “Nghe ndy, t0i s& c6 mit & dy trong vong mdt gid. Xin vui long gip toi va anh c6 thé sép dat dé Linda ciing ¢ o6, duoc
khong?”

Ong ta gic may.

Khoang thoi gian tam ndm c6 ve khong t6t v6i canh st trudng Lowell, nhung di sao thi, 6ng ta cting dau phai 2 Mel Gibson. Ong ta a g4 ngu si, ban
thiu va tinh cach ti tién qua thé, dén ndi & bén canh 6ng ta, Nixon tréng con trom chan. Ong ta ¢ cai miii hinh ct khoai tdy. Ong ta lién tuc 161 ra mot
chiéc khiin mii soa dung qua nhiéu 1An, cAn thin md ra, hi mit, cAn than xep lai, i nhét su vao i sau.

Linda vira dén. Chi cti ngudi vé phia trude trén di ving, sin sang bao v¢ toi. Chi hay ngdi & tur thé nay. Chi la mdt trong nhirng ngudi co thé trao cho
ban sur quanrtém tron ven, tuyét doi. Chi dam dam nhin ban bang d6i mét nau to khiér} ban khong thé nhin di noi khac. T6i 16 1a thién vi, nhung Linda 1a
ngudi tot nhat t6i ting biét. Nghe cd vé iy mi, phai, nhung c6 chi, t6i moi c6 duoc niém hy vong vé thé gidi nay. Tinh yéu ctia chi danh cho t6i 1a thir tai



san duy nhét t6i c6 trén c&i doi nay.

Chiing t61 ng01 trong phong khéach sang trong cta 6ng ba, t0i ludn cb hét sirc tranh dt chan dén chd nay. Can phong cii Lrich, khién son ca gai 6c va van
¢6 mii chiée di-ving- cua-nguoi-gia. Toi théy kho thé. Canh st trrong Lowell danh thoi gian dé 1am quen voi noi ndy. Ong ta hi miii thém vai lan, 16i
trong tti ra mdt tap gidy, nhap nure bot, 1t tim trang. Ong ta trao cho ching t6i mdt nu curdi vé than thién nhit va Ién tiéng

“Xin hai ngudi cho t6i biét 1in gin dAy nhét hai ngudi dén hd 1a khi nao?”

“T6i da ¢ d6 thang trude,” Linda tra 1oi.

Nhung d6i miit 6ng ta nham vao ti. “Con anh, bac si Beck?”

“Tam nam trude.”

Ong ta gat dau nhu thé da sin trong cho cau tra 161 do. “Nhur t6i da giai thich trén dién thoai, ching t6i da tim thAy hai thi thé gin H6 Charmaine.”
“Ong da nhan dang duoc ho chura?” Linda hoi.

“Chua.”

“Khoéng c6 gi la thuong a?”

Lowell nghi v& viéc d6 khi ctii ngudi vé phia trude dé 16i chiée khin ra mot lan nira. “Ching t6i nhan dién dugc ca hai déu ki dan 6ng, trudng thanh, da
trang. Hién ching t61 dang tim kiém thong qua danh sach nhitng nguoi bi mat tich dé xem liéu c6 phat hién ra duoc gi khong, Hai thi thé da chet kha lau
1oL.”

“Bao 1au?” t6i hoi.

Canh sat trurong Lowell mdt lin nita tim it 6i. “Kho néi. Bén phap y vin dang tiép tuc tién hinh xét nghiém kiém tra, nhung ching t0i cho rang ho da
chét it nhat nz'l’mnémréi Ho ciling duge chon kha can than. Chiing t6i s& khong bao gio ¢ thé tim thay duoc ho néu khdng c6 tran 1& dat do troi nura,
va mt con gau xuat hién voi mot cénh tay.”

Chi t6i va t6i nhin nhau.

“Sao co?” Linda noi.

Canh sat truong Lowell gat dé.l,L ‘Mot tho san da ban ha mot con,géu va tim thiy mot khic xwong. N6 ndm trong miéng con gAu. Hoa ra lai b mdt canh
tay nguoi. Ching t6i 1an theo dau vet. Toi xin ndi véi hai ngurdi, mat kha kha thoi gian day. Chiing t6i van dang tiép tuc khai quat khu vure nay.”

“Ong nghi ¢6 thé c¢6 nhitng thi thé khac nita?”

“Chura thé n6i gi chic chan.”

T6i ngdi lai. Linda van giit thé tap trung, “Vi vy c6 phéi ong dén day xin phép chiing toi dé dao khu H5 Charmaine?”
“Mot phan nao d6.”

Chiing t6i chd 6ng ta ndi tiép. Ong héing giong va lai nhin t6i. “Bac si Beck, nhém méu ctia anh i B+, phai khong?”
T6i ha héc mdm, nhung Linda dit mot ban tay én dau gbi t6i che chd. “Viée dy thi ¢6 lién quan gi?”” chi hoi.
“Chung t6i tim thdy nhitng thir khéc nita,” ong ta n6i. “Tai chd cai xac dwoc chon.”

“Nhiing thir khac | thir gi?”

“Toi xin 161 Viéc Ay phai giit bi mét.”

“Vay thi bién ra ngoai di,” toi noi.

Lowell duong nhu khong dac biét ngac nhién boi con bot phat ctia toi. “Toi chi dang cd ging tién hanh...”

“T61 ndi, cut ra ngoai.”

Canh sat truéng Lowell khong nhiic nhich. “Téi biét ké giét vo anh da bi két an,” 6ng ta noi. “Va t6i biét s& dau dén bang chét khi khoi lai tit ca nhiing
chuyén nay.”

“Pung t6 ra thuwong hai t6i,” toi noi.



“Toi khong dinh thé.”
“Téam nam trude 6ng da nghi t6i giét ¢o dy.”
“Diéu dy khong ding. Anh 1 chdng ¢ 4y. Trong nhing vu nhur thé, sy dinh liu ctia mot thanh vién trong gia dinh...”

“C6 thé I néu khong mit thoi gian vdi cai thir cia ng do, dng da c6 thé tim théy c6 Ay trrde khi...” 101 déin manh timg tiéng mot, nghen ngio. Toi quay
di. Me kiép. Mg kiep ong ta. Linda viron lai gan t6i, nhung t6i dich di cho khac.

“Nghé cta toi 3 kham pha ra moi kha néng,” 6ng ta ndi giong déu déu. “Ching t6i dugc canh sat lién bang gitip d5. Ngay ca b vo cau va em trai ong ta
ciing dugc thdng bao moi tién trién. Ching toi lam tat ca moi viée cé the.”

Toi khong thé chiu dung nghe thém mdt 104 no nita. “Ong mubn cai quéi gi & ddy, ha Lowell?”

Ong ta dung déy va xdc quan Ién. Toi nghi ong ta mudn tao loi thé chidu cao. Pé de doa hay gi ddy. “Mot miu méu,” ong ta n6i. “Cia anh.”
“Tai sao?”

“Khi vo anh bj bét coc, anh da bi tn cong.”

“Va?”

“Anh da bi d4nh bang mot dung cu cin.”

“Ong biét tit ca nhitng thir nay roi.”

“Dung,” Lowell noi. Ong ta hi miii lan nita, kéo cai khian mii soa ra, rdi bt dau di tirmg budc. “Khi tim thay hai thi thé, ching t6i ciing phat hién ra mot
cay gy danh bong chay.”

Con dau trong d4u t6i bt dau nhéi tr6 lai. “Mot cdy giy?”

Lowell git du. “Bi chon dudi dit clng véi hai thi thé. Mot cy giy gd.”

Linda n6i, “Toi khong hiéu. Thé chuyén nay thi ¢6 lién quan gi dén em trai t6i?”

“Ching t6i tim thay mau kho trén cay gdy. Ching t6i xac dinh d6 1 nhom mau B+.” Ong ta ht dau vé phia t6i. “Nhém méu ctia anh, bac si Beck.”

Chung ti trai qua chuyén 4y mot lin nita. Ngiy ky niém khéic diu trén cdy, boi trong hd, tiéng mo cira xe, cude boi dién dai dang thurong cta ti vao
bo.

“Anh van nhé bi roi xudng hd chir?” Lowell hoi toi.
“Co.”

“Va anh nghe tiéng vo anh hét?”

“Phai.”

“Va r6i anh mé man bét tinh? Trong nuéc?”

Toi gat dau.

“Anh c6 thé néi chd d6 sau bao nhiéu khong? Y t6i 1 anh bi ngd & dau?”
“Ong khong kiém tra viéc ndy tam ndm trude u?” t6i hoi.
“Chiu dymg toi mot i, bac si Beck.”

“Toi khong biét. Kha sau.”

“Sau quéa dau anh chir.”

“Phai.”

“Puoc 1di. Va tiép theo anh nhé gi?”

“Bénh vién,” t61 noi.



“Khong co gi giita thoi gian anh bi roi xudng mrde va lic anh tinh ddy ¢ bénh vién?”
“Phai.”

*“Anh khong nh¢ da lén khoi miit nudc? Anh khong nhé da tim duong dén cabin va goi xe cAp ciru? Anh da im tht ca nhimg vige ddy, anh biét ddy.
Ching t6i tim thay anh trén san cabin. Pién thoai van con treo ing lang.”

“Toi biét, nhung t6i khong nhé gi ca.”
Linda Ién tiéng. “Ong c6 nghil hai ngurdi dan 6ng nay 1 nhitng nan nhén khéc nira ctia” - chi ngdp ngimg - “KillRoy?”
Chi ndi c4i tén trong mot khoang im king, KillRoy. Chi thit ra tén ctia y ciing du lim bang gid ca can phong.

Lowell dua tay 1én miéng va ho. “Ching t61 khong chic, thira co. KillRoy chi dugc biét a chuyén tin cong phu nit. Trude ddy y chura bao gio che gidu
mot thi the - it nhat, ching ta duoc biet khong c6 trudng hop nao ca. Va da cta hai nguoi dan 6ng da thoi rita vi vy chiing t6i khong thé ndi liéu ho co
bi déng dau hay khong.”

Poéng diu. T6i cam thiy nguoi minh o dao. Toi nham miét lai va ¢b ging khong nghe gi nita.
Ban dang doc truyén Pieng Noi Mot Ai dugc ti mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuong 4

Séng hom sau, t6i ao dén viin phong s6m, hai tiéng true khi bénh nhén dau tién dén theo lich khédm. Toi bt may tinh, tim dia chi email la, nhap chudt
vao hyperlink. Mot lan nita nd bao 16i. Khong dang kinh ngac may. Toi nhin chim cham vio ndi dung 14 thur, doc di doc lai né nhur thé ¢6 kha ning tim
ra duwoc mit y nghia gi d6 & tang sau hon. To6i khong tim duoc gi.

Toi thir méu toi qua. Xét nghiém AND s& mét denhang tuan, nhung canh sat trrong Lowell cho rang ho ¢ thé tim duge mdi khop so bd sém hon. Toi
ép ong ta cho biét thém thong tin, nhung 6ng ta van ngam chat miéng. Ong ta dang gidu giém ching t6i didu gi d6. Didu g, 16i khong hé biét.

Khi ngdi trong phong kham va doi bénh nhén dAu tién dén, t6i ngdm lai cude viéng thiim ciia Lowell. Toi nghif dén hai thi thé. Toi nghi dén cay gy béng
20 dinh mau. Va t6i cho phép ban thin minh nghi dén chuyén dong dau.

Thi thé Elizabeth dugc tim thiy bén Puong 80, nam ngay sau khi nang bi bt coc. Nhan vién diu tra nhirng vu chét bt thuong dw doan nang da chét
duoc hai ngay. Didu dy c6 nghia 13 ning da trai qua ba ngdy con sng véi Elroy Kellerton, cing duge goi la KillRoy. Ba ngay. Mot thin mt minh voi
con quéi thi. Ba Ian mt trdi moc va ba JAn mt troi in, so' hi, trong bong 61 va dau dén cuc d6 vé thé xAc ciing nhur tinh thin. Toi giing hét sirc dé
khong nghi dén chuyén d6. Co mot $6 noi du 6c khong nén den, & do, no sé bilac.

KillRoy bj bét ba tuin sau d6. Y thi nhin da giét mudi bon phu nit trong thoi gian ngin: dau tién 1 mot nir sinh Pai hoc & Ann Arbor va cudi cling, mjt
4 gai diém tai Bronx. Tat ca mudi bén phu nit dwoc tim thiy déu bi virt gidng nhur rc rudi bén dudng, Tt ca déu bi dong ddu mdt chir cai K. Pong ddu
giéng nhur dong diu gia stc. Néi cach khéc, Elroy Kellerton da iy mot thanh coi 16 bang kim loai, cdm n6 trong lra nong ruc, deo bao tay béo vé, doi
cho dén khi thanh ci 10 n6éng chay do ruc, dot ngdt thiéu chay 1n da dep d& Elizabeth ciia t6i voi tiéng chay xéo xéo.

Péu 6c t6i d r& nhim dudng, di vao hudng sai, va nhing hinh anh bt dau trin ngip. Toi ép hai mét nhim lai va cau cho nhitng hinh anh déy bién di.
Khong c6 tac dung gi. Tién thé xin ndi, y van con song. Y 6i 1 KillRoy. Viée t6 tung ctia chiing ti tao co hdi cho con quai thi ndy duge thd, doc, ndi
chuyén, duoc phong van trén CNN, duoc nhirng ngudi bac ai dén tham, duoc mim cudi. Trong khi d6, nhiing nan nhan ctia y thdi rita. Nhur t6i ndi déiy,
Chuia qua c6 khiéu hai hude.

T6i ddp nudc lanh lén mit va nhin vao guong. Trong ti nhur quy. Bénh nhén bit dau xép hang ltc 9 gid. Di nhién long toi rdi boi. Toi fién tyc nhin dong
hd trén tudng, doi dén “thoi diémhon” - 6:15 chiéu. May chiéc kim dong hd 1 bude cham chap vé phia trdc cir nhu thé ching dang tim trong nurde xi
1o dac.

T6i tyr d&m minh vao viéc chiim soc bénh nhan. Toi van luén ¢6 kha ning do. Khi con ki mot dira tré, t6i c6 thé hoc hang gid. Dén khi la mdt bac si, toi
co the tur mat hit trong cong viéc. To1 lam nhu the sau khi Elizabeth mat. Mot sO nguoi bao t6i tron minh trong cong viée, rang toi chon lam viée thay cho
song. Pap lai ki€u n6i nham chan ay, i chi phan tmg voi mit cau don gian: “The y anh la gi?”

Budi trra, t6i nudt voi mdt chiée sandwich giam bong va mot lon Diet Coke 1i tiép thém vai bénh nhén nita. Ndm ngodi, mdt thing bé tam tudi da dén
gip béc si néin khép xwong dé “nén thing lai cot sdng” tim muroi in. Thiing bé khong bi dau lung. DO 1 mdt trd lira bip do vai tén bac si khu e thure
hién. Ho tang cho cac bac phy huynh mdt chiéc TV hay VCR mién phi néu céc bac phu huynh ndy mang con dén. Sau do, ho bt Tro cép Y té tra tién
cho in kham bénh y. Tro cap Y t& 1 mot td chire tuyét voi va tuyét ddi can thiét, nhung thurong xuyén bi lam dung qua nhiéu. Toi timg c6 1in khdm cho
mot thiing bé murdi sau tudi droc xe cap ciru dira ghp vao bénh vién - chi vi b bong néing thong thuong, Tai sao phai la mdt chiée xe cap ciru thay vi chi
14 taxi hay tiu dién ngAm? Me thing bé giai thich ring chinh ba ta phai tra cho nhing thir ny hogic doi chinh phit bdi hoan. Tro cép Y t ngay Bp tirc chi
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tra tién xe ciru thurong,

Lic 5 gio, 10i tam biét bénh nhan cudi cing. B9 phan ho tro roi khéi e 5 rudi, toi doi dén khi viin phong vé hét roi ngdi xudng va doi mit v6i méy tinh.
Toi nghe thay dién thoai phong khamreo vang vang. Mot chice méy tré 101 cude goi sau 5 rudi va néu ra cho nguoi goi mjt vai lyra chon, nhung vily do
ndo do, chiéc may ay khong nhan cude goi dén hoi chuong thir murodi. Tieng chudng 1am t6i phat burc.

Toi online, tim email, va mot ln nita nhéip chut vao hyperlink chura hoat dong. Van f mdt khu virc cAm Toi nghif dén I thu la nity va nhiing thi thé kia.
Phai c6 mdt moi lién hé ndo d6. Pau oc t6i tiep tuc quay lai sy vi€e c6 vé don gidn ay. Toi bat dau sap x€p céac kha nang,

Kha néng thir nljét: hai nguo6i dan 6ng kia 14 san phim cta KillRoy. Qua thyre, nhiing nan nhan khac cua 'y déu 1 phy nit va duge tim thiy mot cach dé
dang, nhung chang & di€u d6 loai trir kha nang y c6 giét nhitng ngudi dan 6ng khac.

Kha nang thir hai: KillRoy da thuyét phuc hai ngudi dan ong nay gitp do y! bit coc Elizabeth. Dleu ndy hin giop Bim sang rd nhidu thr. Pau tién cdy
2dy g0, néu Vet méu trén cy gdy thuc sy B ciia t61. NO ciing gitp giai quyét cau hoi 1on ciia t6i vé toan bd vu bit coc. Theo Iy thuyét, KilRoy, nhu tat
ca nhing ké giét ngudi hang loat khéc, hanh dong mot minh. T61 da ludn ty hoi 1am thé ndo y c6 thé kéo 16 Elizabeth dén xe va trong cing lic do, ndm
doi to1 lenrkh01 mat nude? quc T thi thé nang xuét hién, canh sat da gia dinh khong chi cé Ith ké bt coc.’ Nhu”ng npt Khi thi thé napg duoc tlmthay,
bi dong dau chir K, gia thuyét ay duoc giai thich mbt cach khéo ko hon. KillRoy da lam viéc dy, theo ly thuyét 14 the, néu y danh hay bang cach nao do
ché ngyr dugc Elizabeth va r6i sau day quay sang toi. DP6 khong phai la mdt moi ndi hoan hao, nhung néu ban nhan ¢t manh, moi noi s& khdp lai.

Bay gior chiing ta co mt cach giai thich khéc. Y ¢6 nhimng ké dong pham. Va y da giét ching,

Kha ning thir ba don gian nhét: }/ét miu trén cdy gy khong phai clia t61 Nhém méu B+ khong phd bién that, nhung n6 ciing khong phéi qua hiém
Trong tat ca cac kha nang c6 thé xay ra, hai thi thé nay khong c6 lién quan gi vdi cai chét ctia Elizabeth.

T6i khong thé bude ban than minh tin gia thiét nay.

T6i nhin ddng hd méy tinh. N6 duoc ndi voi vé tinh gi d6 c6 thé chi thoi gian chinh xéc.
6:04:42 chiéu.

Murdi phit v murdi tim gidy nita B dén.

Pén cai gi?

bién thoai van reo. Toi khong nghe chudng nira va gb g6 ngon tay. Gid thi con chura day muoi phit. Pugc 1di, néu c6 thay doi & hyperlink, thi didu d6
¢ thé xdy ra trude thoi di€émnay. Toi dét tay én chudt va hit mot hoi that sau.

May nhén tin ctia t6i dot nhién kéu to.

Téi nay khong phai phién truc cta toi. Pidu ndy co nghla hodc nhim [An - viée cho dén bay gio 1 qua thuong xuyén bdi nhiing tay truc tong daidémao
phong kham - hodc mot cude goi c nhan. N6 lai bip. Tiéng bip doi. Diéu d6 cé nghia 1 chuyén khin cip. Toi nhin 1én man hinh may nhén tin.

Mot cude goi ctia canh sat trudng Lowell, duge danh dAuKhén cép.

Tam phut.

T6i do du nhung khéng lau Eim. Bét cir didu gi ciing ot hon 1 mién man trong nhitng y nghi ctia riéng toi. Toi quyét dinh goi lai cho ong ta.
Lowell mot in nita lai biét ai goi truée khi 6ng ta nhic may.

“Xin 16 vi d lam phién anh, ddc td.” Ddc t0, biy giy ong ta lai goi t6i nhur thé. Cir nhur thé bon t6i 1 ban bé than thiét. “Nhung toi chi 6 mdt cau hoi
nhé thoi”

Toi dit lai tay 1én con chudt, di chuyén con tré vao hyperlink, va nhén. Trinh duyét web bét dau chay.
“Toi nghe ddy,” t6i noi.

Trinh duyét web An niy chay 1u hon. Khong c6 bang thong béo 16i xuat hién.

“Cai tén Sarah Goodhart ¢6 nghia i v6i anh khong?””

Toi suyt lamroi dién thoai.

“Dbe?”

Toi kéo dng nghe ra va nhin nhur thé n vira bét thinh finh xuAt hi¢n trong tay. Toi thu nhét timg chit mdt nhitg ménh co thé minh. Khi tin lai vao giong
ndi ctia chinh minh, t6i dua dién thoai In tai. “Tai sao 6ng lai hoi dieu ay?”



C6 cai gi dAy bét dAu xuat hi¢n trén man hinh may tinh. Toi liéc nhin. Mot chiéc camera ngoai troi. Hay camera dudng pho t0i dodn nguoi ta goi nhur the.
Bay gio moi nguoi str dung chiing trén tat ca cac trang web. Toi thinh thoang sir dung camera giao thong, diic biét i dé xem tic dudng budi sang & cu

Washington.

“D6 1 mdt cau chuyén dai,” Lowell noi.

Toi can thém thoi gian. “T6i s& goi lai cho 6ng sau.”

Toi gac mdy. Sarah Goodhart. Cai tén ¢ y nghiia v6i toi. C6 ¥ nghifa rt nhiéu.
Cai quai gi dang dién ra & day thé?

Trinh duygt ngimg load. Trén man hinh, t6i nhin thy canh mot duong phd trong hai mau den trang. Phan con lai ctia trang trong khong, Khong bang
quang cdo hay tit chit. Toi bict thiet ké nhu thé dé tao khoang trong cho hinh anh giain ra. Thir chiing ta c6 & day ciling the.

T6i nhin dong hd méy tinh.
6:12:18 chiéu.
Chiéc camera chuc xuéng mot goc phd kha tp ndp, cach mat duong chimg 4,5m. To6i khong biét goc phd ciiing nhur thanh phd 6i dang nhin thdy. RS

rang & mot thanh phd 1on. Khach b hanh di chuyén tir tréi sang phai, dAu cui, vai rut, cap da trong tay, mét hr sau mit ngdy limviéc, ¢ I dang huéng
61 mdt ga tau hay xe bus nio d6. Vé phia xa bén phai, t6i nhin thiy gd duong, Dong ngudi bt dau dang séng, ¢ & tuong tmg véi chuyén ddi cia dén

giao thong,

Toi nhiu may. Tai sao ai do lai giri cho t6i cai canh nay?

Pdng hd chi 6:14:21 chidu. Con chua ddy mdt phit nita ki dén.

Toi dén chat mét vao man hinh v démngwroc gidly nhur trong dém giao thira. Mach t6i bit diu dap nhanh. 10, 9, 8...

Mot dot song ngudi khic dang di chuyén tir phéi sang tréi. Toi roi mét khoi dong hd. 4, 3, 2. Toi nin thé va doi. Khi liéc dong hd mot 1in niva, no chi:
6:15:02 chiéu.

Khong c6 gl xay ra - nhung mi nay, t6i & mong doi diéu gi co chir?

ot s6ng nguoi it dan va mt n nita, trong mot hay hai gy, khong con ai trén mén hinh. Toi ngdi lai, hit Iy khong khi. Mot trd dua, toi nghil. Mot tro
dua ky quac, chac chan 1a thé. Tham chi bénh hoan. Nhung du sao...

Chinh Iic nay, mot ai d6 di ra khoi vi tri ngay dudi camera. Ctr nhur thé trong sudt thoi gian vira roi nguoi do da ding doi sén ¢ do.
T6i chom nguoi toi.

Mot phy nir. T6i nhin thiy 16 méc di kg c6 quay vé phia t6i. Toc ngin, nhung 16 rang a mdt phy nit. Tir goc nhin Ay, cho dén lic nay, t6i khong thé
nhén ra bt ctr khudn mit ndo. Khong ¢ gi khéc biét. Pau tién thi khong,

Ngudi phu nit dimg lai. Toi nhin vao dinh d4u ¢, cAu mong ¢6 nhin én. C6 bude thém mdt bude nita. C6 bay gio dang ¢ giita nn hinh. Mot ai d6 vira
di ngang qua. Ngudi phu nit van dimg yén. Roi c6 quay lai va tir tir ngang cam lén cho dén khi c6 nhin thing vao camera.

Tim tbi ngimg d4p.
Toi dura tay lén miéng va nén mit tiéng thét.
Toi khong tha ndi. Toi khong nghi duoc gi. Nude niit dang day va chay tran xubng hai ma. Toi khong budn lau di.
Toi dam dam nhin ¢6. C6 dam dam nhin 61

Mot nhom nguoi di bo bang qua man hinh. MOt vai ngurdi va vao ¢d, nhung ngudi phy nix van khong dich chuyén. C0 nhin nhu bat dong vao camera.
C06 gio tay nhu theé hudng ve phia t6i. Dau éc t6i quay cuong, Cir nhur thé nhitng thir trdi chét t6i véi hién thue da bi cat dut.

Toi bi tha trdi ndi bong bénh khong kiém soat dugc.

Cb van gio tay. Cham cham, 6i ¢b giing ning tay minh lén. Nhiing ngon tay t6i cham vao man hinh 4m 4m, ¢b voi dugc t6i c6. Nude niit lai 1 cha. Toi
diu dang vuot ve khuon it ngudi phu nit va thay trai tim minh cing mdt lic vira tan nat vira it bay Ién.

“Elizabeth,” t6i goi thAm

Nang dimg d6 thém mot hay hai gidy nira. RSi ning n6i gi ddy vao camera. Toi khong thé nghe tiéng nang néi, nhung t6i doc dugc mdi nang,



“Em xin 161, ngudi vo da mét ciia t6i mip méy moi.
Va rdi nang bude di.
Ban dang doc truyén Prirng Noi Mot Ai duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 5

Vic Letty nhin trurée nhin sau trude khi khap khiéng di vao noi dé cac hom thur. Mt hiin ke6t qua cin phong. Khong ai dang nhin ca. Hoan hao. Vic
khong thé kim mdt nu cudi. Miru dd ctia héin khong thé bi thit bai. Khong ¢6 cach ndo 1an theo ddu vét ctia héin, va by gi n6 s& gitip hin giu to.

Vic nhén ra réng, mu chot ném ¢ qué trinh chuan bi. D6 1a thir phan biét mot ké gioi giang va mot thién tai. Thién tai che duoc moi ddu vét. Thién tai
chuan bi cho moi tinh hudng co thé xay ra.

Piéu du tién Vic 1im & Ay mdt chimg minh thur gia & chd Tony, théng em ho khon nan. Sau ddy, sir dung chimg minh thu gia, Vic thué mot hom thur
bang céi tén gia mao, Cong ty UYS. Thong minh tuyét voi chura? Sir dung mot chimg minh thur gia va mot cai tén gid. Vi vy ngay ca néu ai d6 dut it tién
cho thing cha ngdi sau quiy thanh toan kia, ngay ca néu ai d6 c6 thé timra ngudi da thué hom thu ctia Cong ty UYS, tat ca nhiing gi ¢ thé tim thiy chi
12 Roscoe Taylor, cai tén trén chimg minh thu gia cua Vic.

Khong ¢6 cach ndo truy déu vét Vic.

Tir phia bén kia can phong, Vie cb ging nhin hom thur s 417. Khong thay g nhleu, nhung chic clnn 1 c6 caigido & day Pep. Vic chi nhan tién mét
hoéc Enh chuyen tién. Di nhién, khong nhan séc. Khong gi co thé gitip An ra du vét ctia hin. Va mdi khi dén ly tién, hén luon gia trang, Nhur chinh lic
ndy day. Hén d6i mil ludi trai va dén ria mép gia. Hén ciing gia vor bi khap khidng. Hén doc duoc ¢ dau d6 ngudi ta hay chi y nhimg ké di khap khiéng,
vi Vayneu mot nhén chimg duoc hoi nhdn dang nguoi str dung hom thu 417, nhén chimg s& ndi gi? Pon gian. Mot ngudi dan 6ng ¢4 ria mep va di khap
khleng Va néu ban dura h6i 16 cho thing cha nhan vién ngu ngdc ndy, ban s& c6 két luan mdt gi ndo d6 tén 1a Roscoe Taylor ¢6 ria mép va di khap
khiéng,

Vic Letty that khong c6 diic diém ndo trong ca hai dic diém y.

Nhung Vic cling chuén bi nhitng d& phong khéc nita. Hiéin khong bao gio md hom thr khi ¢6 ngudi khc & xung quanh. Khong bao gio. Néu ai d6 dang
lay thur cua ho hay xudt hién trong khu e gan dAy, hin lam nhur thé dang md mdt hom thur khéc hay gia vor dién mot don thu ndo do6, kiéu thé. Khi trong
tAm it khong con ai - va chi khi trong tAm miit khong con ai, Vic m6i di dén hom thur 417.

Vic hiéu ring cin than khong bao gioy 13 thira ca.

Negay ca khi dén ddy, Vic ciing dé phong trude. Han dau xe tai chuyén dung cho cong viée céch noi néy bon toa nha - Vie phu trach dich vu lap dét stra
chira CableEye, nha phan phoi cap TV 16n nhat Bo Dong. Han cti mit di qua ngd hém trén duong dén day. Han khoac 4o gié mau den bén ngoai bo
dong phuc 4o lien quan dé khdng ai nhin thay cai tén “Vic” dugc théu trén ti 40 bén phai.

Hﬁn nghi hén bay gio mon tién khong 16 duoc tra vao ngay homnay da ndm gon trong hom thur 417, cach noi héin dimg chira dén ba mét. Ngon tay hin
bon chdn khdng yén. Han nhin can phong mdt lan nita.

C6 hai phy nit dang m6 hom thur ctia ho. Mot ngudi quay lai va mim cuoi lo daing voi hén. Vie dich chuyén vé phia cac hop thur dgt doi dién va tiam Ey
chiim chia khda ctia han - hin deo mdt chum chia khoa kéu leng keng & day thit ung - va gia vo dang sap x€p lai chiing. Han cti mit xudng va quay
sang hudng khac.

Thén trong hon.

Hai phut sau, hai nguoi phu nit kia da Ay duoc thur va di khoi. Vic con lai mdt minh. Hin nhanh chéng bing qua phong va md hom thur ra.

Oi chao!

Mot buru kién giri thing dén Cong ty UYS. Boc gidy g6i miu ndu. Khong co dia chi nguoi giri. Va du day dé chira nhitng td xanh ngon thie sur.

Vic mim cudi va tu hoi: 50.000 dollar nhin giéng thé nay u?

Hén gio doi tay run riy cam ly goi buu kién. Han cam thiy né ning mot cach d& chiu trong tay minh. Tim Vic néng trich nhur biia khoan. Oi, Chuia than

yéu! Hén da theo muru dd ndy tinh dén thoi diém nay 1 bdn théng rdi. Hin da quing hedi va kéo dugce vai mé ca kha ngon. Nhung Chia oi, bay gior hin
kéo dugc mdt em ca voi oach that!
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Nhin xung quanh mot Jan nita, Vic nhét goi buru kién vao ti 40 gi6 va voi ra ngoai. Han ngodt duong khéc vé lai chd chiée xe tii va khoi hanh di vé cong
ty. Nhitng ngon tay han lan tim mon hang va vuot ve nd. 50.000 d6. 50.000 dollar. Con s0 lam han choang vang han.

Vic i xe vé dén cong ty CableEye thi min dém da budng. Han ddu xe ¢ phia sau va di b bang qua cdy ciu danh cho khach bo hanh vé dén xe riéng
ctia minh, mdt chiéc Honda Civic sat gi tir nam 1991. Han cau may nhin chiéc xe va nghi: Khong lau nita dau.

Khu vy danh cho nhén vién khé yén tinh. Bong t6i bat dau ap xudng nguoi hén. Hén nghe théy tiéng chn minh, tiéng bude chin moi mét véi doi gidy
ong ding khi 1am viéc nén In nén nhyra duong, Hoi lanh xuyén vao chiéc 4o gid. 50.000 dollar. Han c6 50.000 dollar trong tii.

Vic khom vai vdi va budc.

Su thit Ia, an nay, Vic so. Muu d6 ndy dang 1§ phai dimg lai roi. Mot muu do tuyét voi, vé diéu ndy thi chéing c6 gi nghi ngd. Tham chi | mdt muru d vi
dai. Nhung lan nay han dang ti€p cén cac dai gia. Han da dat cau hoi ve sur khon ngoan ctia dong thai nay, can nhéc loi hai va quy€t dinh rang nhimg
thién tai - nhitng thién tai thuc sy lam thay d6i cuge doi minh - s& khdng Iti budc.

VA Vic mudn tr6 thanh mjt thién tai.

Miru dd ctia héin don gian, chinh vi don gian nén n6 phi thudng. Nha nio c6 truyén hinh cap déu c6 mot hop chuyén doi trén duong day dién thoai. Khi
ban dat kénh truyén hinh chat lwong cao nhur HBO hay Showtime, ngudi phu trach cap than thién trong khu vire nha ban s€ xuét hién va nhin mot vai nit
chuyén doi. Chiec hdp kia nim gitr doi song duong cap ctia ban. Va cai gi nam gitt doi song duong cap s€ nam gilt tat ca nhirng gi thudc vé con nguodi
thure sur ctia ban.

Nhitng cong ty cap va khach san ¢6 cho thué dich vu truyén hinh theo yéu ciu ca nhén luén hru y réing hoa don thanh toén s& khong liét ké tén nhitng bo
phimma ban xem D06 12 sy that, nhung dieu d6 lai khong c6 nghia 13 ho khong biet. Cir thir tranh ci vé s0 tién phai trd mdt lan nao d6 xem Ho s€ noi
cho tén nhitng bd phim ma ban da xem cho dén khi ban tai ca nit.

Piéu Vic hoc dugc ngay tire khic - va ¢ day khong qua di sdu vao cac chi tiét k thudt - 1 nguoi ta theo ddi viée hra chon duong cap cia khéch hang
nhd nhitng mét ni, nhimg mat mé ndy nhan va chuyén thong tin dat hang cta khach thong qua hop chuyen ddi cap dén cac may tinh & try s& chinh clia
cong ty cap. Vic s& tréo Ién cot dién thoai, mo nhimg cai hop, va doc théing modt mach nhig con sb. Khi quay lai vin phong lam viéc, héin gb cac mat
A va biét sach.

Hiin biét duoc, chang han, Itc 6 gios chiéu ngay 2 thang Hai, ban va gia dinh diit xem bo phim The Lion King trén truyén hinh cép. Hay mt vi du déng dé
ké hon rat nhi€u, vao lic 10 gio rudi toi ngdy 7 thang Hai, ban dét The Hunt for Miss October va On Golden Blonde qua kénh Sizzle TV.

Hiéu muru d6 rdi chir?

Péu tién, Vic chon cac nha mdt cach ngiu nhién. Hin s& viét mdt I thur dén ong chinha. La th s& ngin gon va lanh king. N6 liét ké nhiing phim khiéu
damda duoc xem, vao gio nao, ngay nao. N6 ndird réng nhitng ban sao cta thong tin ndy s& duoc phat tan cho moi thanh vién trong gia dinh nguroi dan
6ng, hang x6m, sép. Va r6i Vic doi 500 dollar dé bit mdm hén. Co the khong nhleu nhiin gi Bim, nhung Vie nghii n6 | mot luong tién Iy trdng - di nhidu
dé Vic c6 mdt khoan kha kha va du it & hau hét nhimg ké bi tong tién khong ngin ngai vi gi c.

Chi - va diéu ny dAu tién m Vic ngac nhién - chi khoang murdi phén tram phan hodi. Vic khong chic tai sao lai thé. C6 1& xem phim khiéu damkhong
phai mdt dicu si nhuc nhu n6 van thurong bi coi la thé. Co the v ga kia da san biet chuyén chong minh xem phim khi€u ddm. Chét tiét, c6 theé vo gi con
cung xem véi gi. Nhung cai gay thurc sy 1a muru d6 ctia Vic qua ngau nhién.

Hién phai tap trung hon. Hin phéi tuyén lwa con moi tt nhét.

Déy]a lic hén nghif ra ¥ turdng tap trung vao nhiing nguoi & mot sb gio‘inhétdinh, nhimg ke co quanhiéuthu dé mét néu nhur thong tin kia bi 16 ra ngoai.
Mot lan nita cac méy tinh ctia cong ty cap co tht thay nhitng thong tin ma hin can. Han bt dau tin cong gido vién. Ngudi trong tré. Bac siphu khoa. Bat
ctr ai hoat dong trong cac nganh nghe nlmy cam voi mot vu scandal nhur thé nay. Giao vién i dam so hai nhit, nhung ho lai c6 ft tién nhét. Han ciing viét
nhitng 14 thu cy thé hon. Han s& nhic dén tén ngudi vo. Hin s& nhic dén tén sép. Véi gido vién, hén dam béo s& tung tran cho Hoi dong gido dyc va cac
béc phy huynh hoc sinh “bing chimg truy lac”, mdt cum tir Vic tw nghi ra. Vi bac si, hin de doa s& giri “bang chimg” ctia héin dén Hoi dong quan Iy
bang cap thich hop, clng véi bao chi dia phrong, hang x6m va bénh nhén.

Tién bat dau dén nhanh hon.

Dén thoi diém hign tai, ké hoach kiém tién bét luong cuia Vic da gitp héin giéing hrdi duoc gin 40.000 dollar. Va by gity hiin kéo mdt em cd to nhét -
mot emkhong 16 dén ndi dau tién Vic da dinh budng tat cd. Nhung han khong thé. Han khong thé ndo bd di miéng mdi ngon nhat cudc doi han.

Dung vay, hén da tin cong duge mdt nhan vat ndi tiéng,, Mot gi cuc, cuc, cuc ndi dinh ndi dam. Randall Scope. Tré, dep trai, giau cd, vg hot, sinh con
khi con tré, c6 tham vong chinh tri, ngudi 100% thira ke gia san nha Scope. Va Scope khong dat xem chi mdt phim. Hay hai.

Trong sudt mdt thang lién tuc, Randall Scope da dat hai muroi ba b phim khiéu dam.
Oiemoi.

Vic da danh hai dém thao ra yéu cau, nhung cudi cling hﬁn chu trong vao cac diéu cin ban nhit: ngéin gon, lanh king, v vo cing chi tiét. Han doi Scope
50.000 dollar. Han doi mon tién ay trong hom thur ctia hén trurde ngay hdm nay. Va néu Vie khong nham thi khoan 50.000 dollar nay dang dot chay mot



16 trong tiii 40 gi6 han.

Vic mudn nhin. Héin mudn nhin ngay bay gior. Nhung Vic s& khong 1 gi cé néu khong c6 ky luat. Hin s& doi cho tdi ltc vé dén nha. Hin s& khoa cira lai,
ngOi xuong san nha, x¢é toac mon nay ra, va dé nhitng dong bac xanh chay va ra.

Thoi diém cuc sudng.

Vic dau xe trén duong di va di vé phia I6i li xe vao nha. Canh tuong chd hén song - mdt can h{ trén cai gara chét tiét - |am hin chén nan. Nhung han s8
khong & day lau nira. Lay 50.000 dollar, cdng thém gan 40.000 han giau trong can hd, cdng voi 10.000 tiet kiem...

Nhén ra diéu d6 1am héin dimg bude. 100.000 dollar. Hin ¢6 100.000 dollar tién mit. Sudng chét cha.

Hin s& roi khoi noi ndy ngay lap tirc. LAy sb tién, va di Arizona. O d6 hin c6 mf)t’théng ban, Sammy Viola. Hin va Sammy s& bét dau sw nghiép kinh
doanh riéng ctia ching, cé thé 1a mé mdt nha hang hay mdt hdp dém. Vic chan ngdy New Jersey roi.

Py I thoi diém sang trang moi. Bat dau lai tir dau.

Vic Ién cu thang dan vé ciin hd. N6i dé biét, Vic khong bao git thue hién nhitng 161 de doa. Han khong bao gios giri bét clr mdt I thur t6 céo ndo dén
bat cir ai khac Néu mbt mye t@éu khong tra tién, the 1a két thic. Lam hai ho sau chuyén d6 chang dem lai tot lanh gi. Vic 1a mdt nghé si trong thire hién
nmuru do kiém tién bat chinh. Han xoay x¢ bang nfio bg ctia minh. Han str dung 161 de doa, dinhién Ia thé, nhung han khéng bao gio thure hién nhur nhitng
thr 33 de doa. Lam the chi khién cho ai d6 phat dién, va chét tiét, di€u d6 ciing c6 thé khien han bi I9.

Hin chwa bao gio thue sy lam hai mdt ai. Co ich gi dau?

Hin da lén dén cau thang va dimg lai trude cira nha. Troi t6i den nhur mire. Céi bong dén chét it trude ciia nha héin lai tit ngom. Han thé dai va kéo
chum chia khoa to uynh ra. Han nheo miit nhin trong bong 61, ¢o gang tim diing chiéc chia. Han lan tim bang cam gidc. Han do dam nam dam cua cho
den khi tra duge chia vao 6. Han day cira, budc vao trong va cd thir gi d6 khong on.

C6 thir g d6 nhau nat dudi chan hin.

Vic cau may. Nhya, hin nghi. Hiin dang gidm kn nhya, Nhur thé mdt tho son d tréi n6 xubng dé béo vé san nha hay gi d6. Hén nhéin cong tic den, va
chinh lic d6 han nhin thay mdt nguoi dan dng voi mt khau sing,

“Chao, Vic.”

Vic ha hoc mdm va i lai mdt bude. Ga dimg trude mit hén trac bon muoi tubi. Ga to I6n, béo phé vdi cai bung dang chién dau voi nhimg hat ctic trén
4o S0 mi cua gi, va it nhat trong trén chién, chd mdt hat cuc, cai bung da thang, Ca vat ctia gd dugc n6i ldng va gi ¢6 ki€u toc phu trén cai dau héj xau xi
nhat ma tri turdng tuong cd the hinh dung - tam bim téc duoc bén lai kéo tir tai nay sang tai kla va dI’nh‘chat VAo dmh S0. Mt g nhdo nhoet, cai cam
chim trong nhitng ti thit. G& gac chan lén cai hom Vic thuong ding lam ban ca phé. Thay khau sting bang cai dieu khién TV, nguoi dan 6ng kia s tro
thanh mdt dng bo mét moi vira di lam ve.

Mot g khac, dung chén ctra, mdt cuc trai nguoc hin v g3 béo phé, khoang chirng hai nuroi tudi, dan chau A, thép ‘tgé be, co bép san chic thanh khéi
v6i mai toc mau bach kim, mot hay hai cai khuyén mili, va mot chiéc Walkman mau vang deo & tai. Noi duy nhét ¢6 the nhin thay hai nguoi ndy ¢ cling
nhau I trén tau dién ngam, gi béo phé nhiu may sau to bao duoc gip mot cach can than, t€n chau A tré tuoi nhin trirmg trirng vao ban, dau n6 khe lac e
theo tiéng nhac to qua ¢d vang lén trong tai nghe deo ¢ tai.

Vic ¢b ghng nghi. Kham pha ra ching mudn gi. Tranh lun véi ching. May la m6t ngh€ s trong thure hién muru d6 kiém tién bét chinh, hdn tir nhéic nho
minh. May thong minh. May s& timra 161 thoat cho van d¢€ nay. Vic thing ngudi lén.

“Ching may mudn gi?” Vic hoi.
(A béo ph¢ voi mb toc bén bop co.
Vic nghe mot tiéng bup va rdi dau gdi phéi hén nd tung. Mt hin md to. Han hét va ngd sup xudng san nha, 6m iy dau gdi. Méau chay qua k& tay hén.

“Pay | mot khiu hai muroi hai,” gi béo phé néi, chi khiu sting, “Mot khéu nong nhé. Céi ma tao thich & khéu nay, rdi miy s& thiy, 1 tao c6 thé bin
may cyc nhi€u ma khong lam may chét.”

Chan van dit én chiéc h{)m, ga béo phé bél} mot phat nf;a. I_én ne‘ty,r vai Vic c}jiu don. Vic thire sy cam théy Xuong hén vo vun ra. Tay hén e hx nhu
mot canh cira hong ban . Vic ngd ngira xudng san va bét dau tho gap. Mot hon hop pha tron khing khiép gitra so'hai va dau dén nhan chim hén. Mat
han van md trirng trirmg, khong chop, va dot ngdt han nhan ra mot dicu gi do.

Lop nhya & trén san nha.

Hin dang niim trén nd. Con hon thé, mau héin dang chay trén d6. Thir Ay & d6 1 vi thé. Hai ga kia da trai nd xudng dé d& dang ty rira.

“May c6 mubn ké cho tao cai mi tao mubn nghe khong,” gi béo phé noi, “hay tao lai ban miy phat nira?”’



Vic bit dau noi. Han ké cho ching nghe tt ca. Han ké cho ching phén tién con lai hign dang ¢ dau. Han ké cho ching bang chimg ¢ dau. Ga béo phé
hoi hin c6 dong pham nao khong. Han tra 101 khong. Ga béo phé ban vao dau goi kia cta Vie. Ga hoi han lai mdt lan nita hin ¢6 dong phamnao khong.
Vic van tra 101 khong, G béo phé ban vao niit ca chian bén phai han.

MOt gidr sau, Vic van xin gi béo phé bén vao du hin.

Hai gios sau, wéc nguyén ciia hin da duoc chip nhn.

Ban dang doc truyén Pung Noi Mot Ai dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 6

Toi nhin khong chop it vio nsin hinh méy tinh.

Toi khong cir dong nbi. Nhimg gidc quan bi qua tai qua mirc. Moi bd phén co thé té lit.

Khong thé nhur thé duge. Toi biét ma. Elizabeth khong bj roi khoi thuyén budm roi duoc gié dinh | da chét dudi, thi thé nang khong bao gis duge tim
thay. Nang da kh@ng bi thiéu dén ndi khong nhan dang duoc hay dai loai thé. Thi thé nang duoc tim thay trong mot cai ranh du6i Buong 80. Bibicn
dang, co thé 1a thé, nhung nang da dugc nhan dang mot cach chic chan.

Khong phai may nhan dang...

C6 the khong phai, nhung thi thé ning da dugc hai thanh vién thén thit trong gia dinh nhin dang: cha va chit nang, Thit ra thi, Hoyt Parker, b6 vo t0i,
chinh 1 ngudi ndi voi t6i Elizabeth da chét. Ong cing em trai, Ken, dén phong bénh khong Ju sau khi t61 hoi phyc ¥ thirc. Hoyt va Ken déu to lon, mit
lanh nhur d4, toc hoa rdm, mdt nguoi la canh sat thanh pho New York, nguoi kia 1 dac vu lién bang, ca hai la cyru chién binh v6i co bap to lon, rén chéc
cudn cudn.

Ho c6i mil ra va ging ndi véi ti bang giong thau cam clia céc chuyén gia, nhung toi di khong tin va ho ciing khong ¢ ging thuyét phuc.

Vay, t6i vira méi nhin thiy cai gi thé?

Trén man hinh, dong nguoi di bo Van tro ra. Toi ¢b nhin thém, mong ngéng nang s quay lai. Khong dugc. D sao di nita, noi nay ¢ dau nhi? Mot thanh
phd héi ha, d6 1 tit ca nhimg g t6i c6 thé ndi. Vi tht ca nhing gi toi biét, né co thé | New York.

Vay hay tim dau mdi di, db ngdc.

Toi 6 ging tip trung. Quén do. Tot thdi, hdly xem xét quan do. Hau hét moi ngwdi mic 4o khodc hoic jacket. Két lufin: ¢6 1& & noi nio d6 tin phia Bic,
hay it nhat, noi ndo d6 khdng dac biét am ap vao ngay hdmnay. Tuyét. Toi cd the loai ngay Miami.

Ginita? T6i lom lom nhin moi ngoi. Kicu té¢ w? Khong ich gl my. Toi nhin thdy mdt gc ciia tda nha bang gach. Toi tim nhimg déc diém gitp nhén
dang, thir gi @6 phan biét tda nha ndy voi nhitng toa nha thdng thurong, Khong cé gi. Toi tim trén man hinh thir gi d6, bat ctr thir gi, khac thuong,

Nhing cai tii mua hang,

MOt vai nguoi mang tii mua hang, Toi cb ging doc dong chir trén ching, nhung moi ngudi di chuyén nhanh qua. Toi cau cho ho di chimlai. Ho khong
lamthé. Tai tiép tuc nhin chaim cham cho ngang g6i ho. Géc quay cta chiéc camera & cho nay khong 16 duge may. Toi dua mt lai gan man hinh, t6i
camnhan duoc hoi nong,

Chir céi R viét hoa.

D6 1a chit c4i dau tién trén mot cai tii. Phén con lai nguéch ngoac qua khong nhin ra duge. N6 tréng nhur thé duogc viét bang chit la ing nao d6. Pug,
ginita nao? Thém mdt dau moi nita 1a t6i co the...?

Min hinh chiéc camera tr6 thanh mau tring,

Me kiép. T6i nhén phim load lai. Man hinh béo 16i lai xuat hi¢n. Toi mo lai 14 thur dau tién va nhéip chudt vio hyperlink. Mot 16i khéc.
Thir nudi t6i sdng bi cudp di rdi.

T6i nhin vao min hinh trdng khong, va sy that dap vao t6i mdt lan nita: Toi vira trong thiy Elizabeth.

Toi ¢b ding Iy tri xua n6 di. Nhung day khong phai b mdt gide mo. Toi da chiém bao nhitng gidc mo Elizabeth con séng, Qué nhidu thé loai d6. Hau hét


http://ebookfull.net

trong nhitng gidc mo ndy, t6i d6n nhan nang tir cai chét tré vé, biét on dén ndi khong budn hoi han hay ngh1 ngd. Toi ddc biét nhé mdt gidc mo, chung o1
6 bén nhau - t6i khong nh¢ ching t0i dang lam gi hay thdm chi a ¢ dau - va ngay lic do, gilra nhimg tiéng curdi dua, t6i da nhan ra voi sy chic chin dén
nghen tho t6i dang mo, ring ching chong thi chay, ti s& tinh ddy, mdt minh. Téi nhé gidc mo - t6i gio tay ra trong khoanh khéc 4y, vo iy ning, kéo nang
lai that gan, c ging dén tuyét vong dé 1i Elizabeth trd lai v6i minh.

Toi biét nhitng gidc mo' chir. C4i i t6i vira nhin thiy trén man hinh khong phai mdt gidc mo.

N6 ciing khong phai  mdt hon ma. Khong phai t6i tin c6 hon ma, nhung khi nghi ngd, nguoi ta cling nén 6 dau oc thoang mot chit. Nhunghonrm
khong gia di. Elizabeth trén may tinh gia di. Khong nhleu Jim, nhung d3 tam nam roi. Hon ma ciing khong cét toc. Toi nght dén bim téc budng dai xudng
lung nang trong dém trang dy. Toi nght dén kiéu toc ngiin thoi trang ma t6i vira nhin thiy. Va t6i nghi dén doi miit, d6i mit t6i da nhin su tin d4y khi toi
mdi bay tudi.

D6 I Elizabeth. Nang van con song

Toi théty nur6c it minh lai trdo ra, nhung Fn ndy ti nén lai. Budn cudi. Toi luon dé khée, nhung sau khi than khoc Elizabeth, duong nhur t6i khong thé
nao khoc duoc nita. Khong phai la t6i da khoc qua nhiéu va bao nhiéu nurée mét da bi ding hét roi, hay thir gi v6 van dai loai thé. Hay 1 t61 da tro nén
t& dai vi dau budn, mic du han la 6 mot phan nho nhu the. Bi€u t6i nghi da xay ra, do 1a t61, mdt cach ddy ban ning, dong sép minh vao tur the bao ve.
Khi Elizabeth mt, t6i mo toang tat ca cac clra va d€ noi dau tran vao. Toi d€ chinh minh cam nhén tat ca. Va né dau lim Hau khing khiep dén noi bay
g0 c6 thir gi d6, quan trong dén mirc song con, ddmbao dé chuyén d6 khong xay ra thém mdt lan nao nita.

T6i khong biét minh d& ngdi & d6 bao lu. C6 & nira tiéng. Toi cb thd cham lai va im diu ddu 6¢. Toi mudn Iy tri. Toi cAn phai Iy tri. Toi dang 18 phai &
nha bo me Elizabeth roi, nhung t61 khong theé trong tirgng vao ngay lic nay phai doi mit voi ho.

RO t6i nhd ra mot thir khac.
Sarah Goodhart.
Canh sat truong Lowell da hoi toi lidu toi c6 biét ti gi vé céi tén nay khong, Toi biét.

Elizabeth va t6i thudng choi mot tro hdi con bé. C6 thé ban ciing timg choi trd d6. Lay tén dém ciia minh, coi  tén va Hy tén con dudng thud &u tho,
coi a ho. Ching han, tén day du cua t6i 1a David Craig Beck va t6i lon Ién & Darby Road. Vi vy t6i s€ 1a Craig Darby va Elizabeth sg 1a...

Sarah Goodhart.
Chuyén quai quy gi dang xay ra & dy thé?

Toi nhic dién thoai lén. PAu tién, t6i goi cho bd me Elizabeth. Ho vin song ¢ cin nha d6 trén Goodhart Road. Me nang nhic méy. Toi béo ba toi dén
mudn. Véi bac si, ngudi ta chap nhan chuyén d6. Mot trong nhiing phu cap ctia nghé nay.

Khi t6i goi cho canh sat truong Lowell, dién thoai tra 10i tir dong cuia 6ng ta dap lai. Toi bao ong ta nhin vao miy nhén tin ctia t6i khi ong ta c6 thé. Toi
khong c6 dién thoai di dong. Téi nhdn ra diéu ndy s& khién t6i thudc vao loai thiéu s6, nhung may nhén tin gitp t6i phong toa voi thé giéi bén ngoai.

T6i ngdi lai, nhung Homer Simpson 16 t6i ra khoi conmé bang mdt tiéng hét: “Thu & ddy!” Toi chdm toi va tém chit con chudt. Dia chi ngudi giri khong
quen biet, nhung tiéu de 14 thu 1a Camera dudng pho. Mot tieng thich khac trong 1ong ngue toi.

T6i nhp chudt vao biéu tuong nho va 1 thu xuat hién.

Ngay mai ciing thdi gian nay cong thém hai tiéng nira tai Bigfoot.com

Mot thong diép giri cho ban s& duoc dé lai dudi:

Username: Bat Street

Password: Teenage

Du6i nhitng dong ndy, dinh chét vao phan dudi cing ctia mén hinh, chi ¢6 tam tir:

Chiing dang theo doi. Pirng ndi mot ai.

Larry Gandle, g3 dan 6ng v6i dam toc xau xi nhin Eric Wu im king tay rira.

Wu, mjt tén Han Qubc hai muroi sdu tudi véi mdt t6 hop déng kinh ngac gom nhing 16 xién va vét xam trén co the, B mot tay cuc doan nhét ma Gandle
tng biét. Nguoi Wu nhur thé mot chice xe tang quéan sy nho, nhung chi riéng diéu d6 thoi khong ¢4 y nghia gi nhiéu lim. Gandle biét rat nhiéu thang c6
co thé nhu the. Qua thudng xuyén, co bap duoc khoe ra Ia co bap vo dung.

Trudng hop Eric Wu khong phéi thé.

Bip thit nhur ¢4 tang ctia hén dep, nhung bi mat sirc manh chét nguoi thre sur ctia Wu ndm & déi tay chai cimg - hai khdi xi méng véi nhirng ngon mong



vubt thép. Han danh hing gior uyén tay, dAm vao khbi mudi than con nng, dé ngon tay trén trong nhiét do curc nong va cuc lanh, tp cdc bai hit dat bang
mdt ngdn tay. Khi Wu str dung nhitng ngon tay nay, khé ning phé hiy xurong va md ciia ching 1 khong thé tuéng turong ndi.

Tin ddn bi 4n xoay quanh nhimg k¢ nhu Wu hﬁl} hét déu tao lao, nhung Larry Gandle da chimg k{én hén giét mot thiing bang cach 4n sau nhing ngdn tay
vao myit va bung thang kia. G cting da trong thay Wu tim Iy tai mot thang va x¢ toac chiing ra bang mot ct giat nhe nhang. Ga da chimg kién Wu gict
bon ngudi bang bon cach rat khic nhau, khong bao gio str dung mdt loai vii khi nao.

Khong mdt cai chét ndo dén nhanh chong,

Khong ai biét chinh xic Wu qué & ddu, nhung hau hét tin vao mot cau chuyén c6 lién quan gi day ve mdt tudi tho dir doi & Bac Triéu Tién. Gandle chua
bao gio hoi. C6 nhitng con dudng mon ban démma tri 6¢ t6t hon 1 khong nén ngang qua; phan tdi ctia Eric Wu - diing thé, ctr nhur i ¢6 mdt phin sang

4y - A mdt trong nhitng con duong mon ban dém do.

Khi hoan thanh viée boc lai ci dong chit nguyén sinh von trude d6 B Vic Letty bang tAm bat, doi mit Wu nguéc lén nhin Gandle. DOi mit chét, Larry
Gandle nghi. P61 niit ctia dira tré trong mot thude phim ngan quay canh chién tranh.

Wu khong budn théo tai nghe ra. Chiéc stereo ca nhan ctia hin khong om som nhac hip hop, rap hay ngay ca rock “n’ roll. Han lién tuc nghe nhitng CD
loai nhac émdiu c6 thé tim thay & Sharper Image nhur Ocean Breeze va Running Brook.

“Tao ¢6 nén mang nd dén chd Benny khong?”” Wu hoi. Giong hén c6 mdt diéu cham chdm, ky quéc khi ndi cau nay, nhu mdt nhan vét trong phim hoat
hinh Peanuts.

Larry Gandle git dau. Benny quan Iy mot 1 hoa thiéu. Ct bui lai trd vé cat bui. Hay, trong trrong hop ndy, tir can b trd vé cat bui. “Va tong khir cai
nay di.”

Gandle chia cho Eric Wu khéu hai muoi hai. Khiu stng nhin nho bé yéu dudi va vo dung trong ban tay vi dai ctia Wu. Wu cau may nhin 6, ¢6 I8 thét’
vong vi Gapdle da chon no chir }(héng chon nhitng tai ning d‘(_A)C nhat Cl;la riéng Wu, 101 nhét chét khau sting \{éo tii. Voi mdt khau hai muroi hai, ¢6 it vét
thuong, Biéu d6 nghiia 1a ¢ i bang chimg, Mau duge boc bang mdt tam nhyra vinyl. Khong 1on x6n, khong 6n do.

“Dé sau,” Wu noi. Han ning ci x4c 1én bang mot tay nhur thé cai cip dung tai lidu va mang ra ngoai.

Larry Gandle it d4u chao tam biét. Ga cam thiy hoi vui tir nhitng dau d6n ctia Vic Letty - ‘nhung 1di ciing mot chut kho chiu. The ra B mdt van dé
don gian. Gandle phai tuyét d6i chéic chin Letty hanh dong mdt minh va thiing ndy khong dé lai bang chimg ndo dé ai d6 c¢6 thé mod ra. Didu d6 nghia 1
i budc phai di qua diém giéi han. Khong c6 cach ndo khac.

Cubi clng, con lai mbt lya chon 16 rang - hofic gia dinh Scope hodc Vic Letty. Gia dinh Scope | nhing ngwoi t6t. Ho chura hé lim g t0i € v6i Vie
Letty. Vic I‘Jetty, mat khac, lai ra khoi dgbng gﬁa minh va tim cach lam hai gia dinh Scope. Chirm(f)t trong hai cé thé vo sy thoat khoi moi thir - nan nhan
ngdy tho, day thién chi hay ké an bam song bang ndi dau don ctia nguoi khac. Khi nghi nhur thé, khéng con lua chon nao khac.

bién thoai di ddng ctia Gandle rung Ién. GA tra 161 va noi, “Vang,”

“Ho da nhan dang dugc hai cai xac ¢chd khuhd.”

“Vé?”

“Do 1a chimg. Chia oi, d6 1a Bob va Mel.”

Gandle nhim mt lai.

“Didu ny c6 nghiia gi, Larry?”

“Tao khong biét.”

“Thé ching ta s& lam gi bay gio?”

Larry Gandle hiu khong c6 sur lwa chon néo khac. Han s& phai ndi chuyén véi Griffin Scope. Nhitng ky (e khong méy d& chiu b boi Ién. Tam ném
Tamnam sau. Gandle lac dau. Bieundy s€ lai lam tan nt tréi tim 6ng gia.

“Tao s€ lo chuyén nay.”
Ban dang doc truyén Pung Noi Mot Ai dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chwong 7

Kim Parker, me vo t0i, dep. Ba ltic ndo trong cling hét Elizabeth dén ndi khun it ba dbi véi toi tré thanh thir-déng- l6-da-c6-thé cudi cimg. Nhung cai
chét ctia Elizabeth dan an mon ba. Khudn mat ba gio' day u sau, nhitng duong nét trd nén khic kho. P61 niit ¢ anh nhin ctia nhiing vién bi da ran v tir
sau bén trong,

Ngbinha ciia gia dinh Parker d3 trai qua rat it d6i thay tir nhimg nim bay muroi - tuong gd dan, tham long day wira phai, xanh miu da trdi nhat diém
nhimng vét d6m tréing phu kin san, mot 10 suwéi ddp ndi gia da bén ngoai kiéu Brady Bunch. Ké dé TV c6 gia xép lai dugc, loai ¢ phin trén bang nhra
tréng va chan kim loai miu vang, dat sat twong, Bire hoa thing hé va dia trang tri Rockwell. Thir hién dai duy nhit d& nhan thiy 1 cai tivi. N6 on In
trong su6t nhimg ndm qua tir mdt g tring den murdi hai inch sung strc dén ga méu nam muroi kim inch khong 16, gio> dy ngdi khom khom b iy & mdt goc
nha.

Me vo t6i ngdi trén ciling mit c}}ié’c di vang Elizabeth va t6i thudng rét nhiéu lin hon hit, tham chi ca m tish nita. Toi mim cuoi trong thoang chbc va
nghi, 4, gid str c4i di ving ay biét ndi nhi. Nhung ci khiic to uynh oang dé lim chd ngdi v6i nhitng hinh trang tri hoa I sic s nim giit rat nhiéu thir,
khong chi nhitng ky niém goi tinh kia.

Elizabeth va t6i d ngdi & d6, m gidy bao nhdp hoc dai hoc ciia ching toi. Ching t6i ndm cudn min 6m nhau xem One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest va
The Deer Hunter v tit ca nhimg phim ¢ ctia Hitchcock. Chiing toi lam bai tap vé nha, t6i ngdi thang con Elizabeth nim gbi dau lén dui toi. Toi bao
Elizabeth t6i mubn trés thanh mdt bac si- mdt bac siphdu thuat ndi tiéng, hoac dai loai thé, ti nghi Nang bao véi t6i nang mubn 6 bang ludt va lam viéc
v6i nhitng dira tré. Elizaberh khong chiu dung ndi y nghi tré con phai chiu dau dén.

T6i nhé 1n nang thire tp trong ky nghi hé sau ndm dau tién & dai hoc. Nang im viée cho Covenant House, giai ctru tré vo gia cur va tré lang thang khoi
nhitng khu phd t0i & nhédt & New York. Toi di ciing ning mdt lan trén chiéc xe tii ciia Covenant House, doc Phé 42 doan true Giuliani, ra di ra lai gjita
hang ddng nhitng thé loai thdi tha ¢6 vé c6 dic diém ngudi, tim nhitng dira tré can noi nrong tra. Elizabeth tim thdy mdt con bé mudi bdn tudi im diém,
16 choi ma tiy phé dén ndi din hét ra nguoi. Toi nhin mét ghé tom. Toi khong tir hao vé didu d6. Nhing con ngudi ndy I& ra i con nguoi, nhung -
thanh thit & ddy - nhitng ké rac rudi m toi ghé tom. Toi gitip d6. Nhung toi nhin mt.

Elizabeth chira bao gio nhan mat. 6 Ia ban néng ctia nang. Nang tur tay kéo nhiing dira tré lén. Nang a im ching. Nang timrira cho dira con gai kia, san

soc va trod chuyén véi nd sudt dém. Nang nhin thing vao mit ching, Elizabeth thue sur tin moi nguoi déu bt va c6 gid tri; ning ngy tho theo mot kiéu ma
t0i wdc gi minh c6 thé nhu vay.

Toi da ludn tir hoi liéu c6 phai nang cting qhét mdt cach twong tir nhur thé khong - con nguyén ven sy ngy tho - van miéi gitt, i trong dau dén, niém tin
VAo con nguodi va tat ca nhitng thir ngd ngan tuyét voi. Toi hy vong nhur vay, nhung t6i ngd KillRoy c6 1€ da bé giy nang,

Kim Parker ngoi nghiém nghi tay dat lén did. Ba van luén quy mén t6i vira phi, méc du trong sudt thoi nién thi, hai ciip bd me da khong ngimg lo ing
Vi chiing t6i qua gan giii. Ho mudn chiing t6i choi voi nhing dira khéc. Ho mudn ching t6i choi véi nhiéu ban bé hon. Khong c6 gi I I, t6i cho 1 nhu
Vay.

Hoyt Parker, cha Elizabeth, van chira v&, vi vay Kim va t6i tan giu nhitng chuyén khong dau - hodc ciing n6i mot thir theo cach khéc nhau, chiing i tro
chuyén vé tat ca moi thir, trir Elizabeth. T6i giit cho niit minh nhin tap trung vao Kim boi t6i biet mit 16 suoi kia day ngdp nhiing birc anh Elizabeth va nu
cuoi lam nguoi ta dau x¢ 1ong cua nang,

Nang con song...

Toi khong thé khién ban théin minh tin véo diéu d6. Tri 6c, ti biét tir ky thuc tap béc si tim thén & trwong y (d6 con chua n6i dén tién sir gia dinh), c6
nang lyc bop meo ky diéu. Toi khong tin ti du dién dé ao tuong ra hinh dnh cta nang, nhung ma nay, nhitng ngudi dién khong bao gior bict minh dién.
To1 nghi dén me va tur hoi ba d nhén ra diéu gi ve tinh trang tdm than cta chinh minh, liéu ba tirg c6 kha ning nhin nhin mdt cach nghiém tic ndi tim
minh.

C6 [ la khong.

Kim va t6i n6i chuyén thoi tiét. Ching t6i n6i chuyén vé cac bénh nhan ciia t6i. Ching t6i ndi chuyén vé cong viée ban thoi gian ctia ba & cira hang Macy.
Va r6i Kim Iam t6i dieng nguoi.

“Con c6 dang gap gd ai khong?”’ ba hdi.

Pay 4 cau hoi thue sy riéng tu dau tién ba timg hoi ti. N6 ddy t6i i lai mot bude. Toi tir hoi ba mubn nghe diéu gi. “Khong a,” toi noi.
Ba gat dau va nhin nhur thé ba mudn n6i diéu gi d6 khac nira. Tay ba run run dua 1én nit.

“Nhung con cé hen ho,” t6i ndi.

“Tbt,” ba d4p lai voi mot cai gat dau qua mire ndng nhiét. “Con nén thé.”

T6i nhin tay minh va ti Ay im ngac nhién khi néi, “Con van nhé ¢ 4y nhiéu Bim.” T6i khong dinh n6i thé. Toi dinh tiép tuc gitr im king va di theo con
duong an toan moi khi ctia chiing t6i. T6i licc nhin 1én grong mét ba. Ba trong vira dau don wira bict on.



“Me biét con thé, Beck a,” Kim ndi. “Nhung con khong nén cam thy t6i 16i khi gip g& nguoi khac.”
“Con khong,” t6i néi. “Y con 1, chuyén khong phai thé.”
Ba budng khong bit chéo chn nita va nhurdng ngudi vé phia t6i. “Vay thi 1 gi ha con?”

Toi khong thot nén 1. Toi mudn. Vi ba. Ba nhin toi bang doi mt ran v&, nhu cau duge tro chuyén vé con gii minh 1§ qua rd, qué song dong. Nhung toi
khong the. Toi lac dau.

Toinghe tiéng chia khoa & ctra. Ca ‘hai ching t61 dot ngdt quay Ién, ng01 thing ngudi nhur d6i tinh nhén bi bt gap. Hoyt Parker ddy vai mo cira va goi
vo. Ong budc vao phong, thdt ra tiéng thé' dai ning nhoc r6i bo chiée tii dung quan 4o tp thé duc xubng. Ca vat n6i long, 40 so'mi nhau nat, tay 40 Xin
Ién tan khuyu. Cang tay Hoyt nhu Popeye vay. Khi nhin thiy ching t6i ngdi trén di vang, ong thit ra mot tiéng tho dai nita, 1n nay sau hon va 1§ rd hon
ham y khong bang long,

“Anh khoe khong, David?”’ 6ng noi voi toi.

Ching t6i bt tay. Ban tay 6ng, nhu moi khi, van day nhimg vét chai xurdc, va qua ran chéc. Kim xin 16i va voi ra khoi phong, Hoyt va toi néi véi nhau
vai cdu lich sy, roi im king ng6i xuong. Hoyt Parker chua bao gior thodi mai voi toi. Co I ¢ ddy c6 mic cam Electra[1] nao do, nhung toi luon cam thay
6ng coi toi nhu mt moi de doa. Toi hiéu. Pira con gai bé bong ctia dng da danh tron thoi gian ctia nd cho i Trong subt nhitng ndm trrde kia, ching
i ludn cd d4u tranh v6i sy 0én gidn ciia dng va tién dén mot thir tinh ban nao do. Cho dén khi Elizabeth chét.

[1] Electra: Miic cdm con gi yéu cha ghét me theo Iy thuyét Phan tim hoc ctia S. Freud.

Ong db 16i cho t6i vé viéc da xay ra.

Dinhién, 6ng chu:a bao gio noi ra, nhung ‘Eéi nhin thiy Qiéu d6 trong mét ong. Hoyt Parkeg 13 mdt nguoi dan 6ng manh mé, vam v3. Rén chic nhur da, i
moOt ngudi My dien hinh trdm phan tram. Ong lu6n khién Elizabeth cam thay an toan vo dieu kién. Hoyt s hitu loai huong bao vé d6. Khong mot thir ton
hai nao co thé xay dén vdi con gai bé bong cuia dng chirng nao Hoyt Byr con & bén canh con bé.

Toi khong nghif ¢6 lic ndo 61 timg khién Elizabeth cam thiy an toan duoc dén thé.

“Cong viée tot chir?”” Hoyt hoi toi.

“On,” t6i n6i. “BS thé nao?”

“Hon mdt nam nita I3 nghi huw.”

Toi git dau va ching ti lai roi vao im ling. Trén duong ldi xe dén day, t6i quyet dinh khong néi bat cir diéu gi vé thir ma t6i da nhin thiy trén méy tinh.
Quén di sy tht nghe c6 ve dién 10. Quén di sur that nd s& rach vao nhitng vét thurong cti va lim dau don dén phat dién. Su that 13, 161 khong c6 mot chut

manh mbi vé viée g dang dién ra. Cang nhidu thoi gian trdi qua, toan bo doan cubi cang trd nén khong thure. Toi ciing quyét dinh suy nghi nhiéu hon vé
email vira m6i ddy. Pumg n6i mot ai. Toi khong hinh dung duoc tai sao hay céi gi dang xay ra, nhung bat cir mdi lién hé ndo m t6i da tao ra déu co cam

giac mong manh khiing khiép.

Tuy nhién, t6i van thdy minh phéi kiém tra chéc chén dé Kim khong nghe duoc cau chuyén. Roi t6i nhuréng ngudi lai gan Hoyt va nhe nhang néi, “Con co
thé hoi bo mot dieu khong?”’

Ong khong tra 1i, thay vao d6 dap lai bang c4i nhin nghi ngo kiéu ctia riéng 6ng,

“Con mudn biét...” t6i ngimg lai. “Con mudn biét b tim thdy c6 dy nhur thé no.”

“Tim thiy con bé?”

“Y con I khi b 1in dAu tién vao nha x4c, con mudn biét bd nhin thiy gi.”

C6 didu gi d6 dién ra trén khudn mt 6ng, nhur nhitg vu nd nhd imdé sup nén mong. Vi tinh yéu danh cho Chia, tai sao anh lai hoi bd diéu d6?”
“Con chi dang nghii vé chuyén do,” t6i e dé n6i. “Bai I8 ky niém hang nim va tat ca moi thir.”

Ong dot ngot dumg day va chui ong ban tay vao gau quan. “Anh mudn udng gi d6 khong?”

“Co.”

“Bourbon duoc chir?”

“Céi d6 tuyét im.”

Ong di lai phia quay bar cii k§ gin mit 16 swdi va ca nhitng tAm anh. Téi ¢ giitt mét minh dén chiit xudng nén nha.



“Hoyt?” t0i dénh liéu.

Ong van mdt nip chai. “Anh i bac si,” dng n6i, cAm cai ly gio vé phia toi. “Anh da timg nhin thiy nhimng thi thé.”

“Vang”

“Vay thi anh biét ma.”

Qua ding 14 nhur vay.

Ong dura Iy ruou cho t6i. Toi cam Iy cai ly hoi nhanh qua mirc va nhip uon mdt ngum Ong nhin t6i va rdi dua ly ctia minh Ién mbi.

“Con biét con chura bao gid hoi bd cac chi tiét,” t6i bt dau. Con hon thé, t6i da ¢ tinh tranh ching “Thén nhén cta cac nan nhan” khac, nhur cai kiéu
béo chi ndi dén ching t01, ngdp chim trong ching, Ho co mat thuong truc tai & phién xir KillRoy, nghe rdi khoc. Toi thi khong. Toi nghi nhur thé s& gip
ho hudng truc tiép vao ndi dau. Toi chon cach hudng ndi dau cta t6i quay hng lai voi chinh toi.

“Anh khong mudn biét nhing chi tiét dau, Beck a.”

“Cb 4y da bi danh?”

Hoyt nhin ly rrou ctia 6ng, “Tai sao anh lai am thé nay?”
“Con can biét.”

Ong liéc nhin t6i qua ly ruou. Anh miit ong dich chuyén doc theo khudn miit ti. C6 cam gidc nhu thé ching dang dam thoc vao da ti. Toi gitt cho 4nh
mit minh vitng vang,

“C6 nhitng vét bam, ding vay.”
“O dau?”
“David...”

“Trén it ¢ 4y?”

Mit 6ng nheo lai, nhu thé ong phét hién diéu bt ngd. “U.”

“Ca trén co thé ¢6 Ay nita?”

“B khong nhin co thé con bé,” 6ng n6i. “Nhung bd biét cau tra 1i 1 ¢6.”

“Tai sao bd khong nhin co thé ¢6 4y?”

“BS & d6 voi tur cach 1 b ctia n6, khong phai 1 mot thanh tra - vi muc dich duy nhét 1 nhan dang”
“Chuyén d6 dé dang thé 42" t6i hoi.

“Cai g dé dang?”

“Nhan dang. Y con I, bd ndi mét ¢6 Ay bi bam tim.”

Co thé 6ng ctmg do. Ong dit ly ruou xudng, va véi ndi s hii dang vot Ién, t6i nhan ra minh da di qua da. Toi dang I8 nén kién tri v6i ké hoach ctia minh.
To1 dang I& nén ngdm miéng lai.

“Anh thue sy mubn nghe tit ca nhitng chuyén nay?”

Khong, t6i nghi. Nhung ti gt dau.

Hoyt Parker khoanh tay i v& nhu¢ng minh dimg théing lai trén doi chan. “Met tréi ctia Elizabeth bj sung phong, nhéim lai. Mili con bé bj gy va thang bet
ra nhu dat sét nhdo. Co ‘mf)t‘vét rach dal trén tran no, co 1€ do mf)t'con dao chuyén dung chém Hamno lzi x¢ toac ra kh01 khung, tat c cac day chang
déu loi ra.” Gigng 6ng déu déu tuyét doi. “Chit cai K dugc dong dau trén ma phai con bé. Mui da chdy van con vang vat 13.”

Bung t6i quan En.

MEt Hoyt nhin t6i dit doi. “Anh c6 mudn biét phan t6i t& nhat 1 gi khong, Beck?””

Téi nhin ong va ché doi.



“Khong mat iy mdt phin gidy ndo ca,” dng noi. “Bo biét ngay lap tirc d6 1 Elizabe
Ban dang doc truyén Pirng Noi Mot Ai duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 8

Nhitng ly champage thon thon kéu leng keng hoa nhip véi ban sonata ctia Mozart. Tiéng dan nhac xen lAn véi tiéng truyén trd khé khang trong bira ticc.
Griffin Scope lach minh uyén chuyén qua nhirng bg tuxedo den va nhiing bo vy lung linh rye 1. Moi nguoi lubn luén ding mot tir dé miéu ta Griffin
Scope: ti phit. Ngoai tir d6, ho ¢6 thé £0i ong I doanh nhén hogc nhan vat quyen thé hodic noi 6ng dang cao, hay la mjt nguoi chong, hay mit nguoi
ong, hay ong da bay muroi tubi. Ho ¢6 thé nhan xét vé c4 tinh ong, hay bang pha hé, hay nguyén tic lim viéc ctia ong. Nhung chit c4i dau tién - trén bao
chi, tivi, danh sach ctia moi ngudi - uon ludn a chit T. Ti pha. Ti phu Griffin Scope.

Griffin lot long da gidu. Ong ctia 6ng 1 tur ban cong nghiép tir lic so ky; cha dng phat dat co dd. Griffin nhan né thém mot co s6 lan. Hau hét cac dé ché
gia toc tan rd sau thé hé thir ba. Gia tdc Scope khong thé. Phéan 1on i nho sur gido duc ctia ho. Griffin ching han, khong dén hoc & mdt trudng tur nhan
danh tiéng nhur Exeter hay Lawrenceville, nhur v6 s6 nhing ké cung dia vi. Cha 6ng khing khing khong nhing cho Griffin dénhoc & frudng cong ma con
& mot thanh phd trung tim gan nhit, Newark. Cha 6ng c6 van phong & d6, hon nita, tao ra mot gidy phép cur trii gia khong phai 1 van dé.

Hbi do6, khu phia Bong Newark chura phai la mot khu dén cu i t¢ - khong gidng nhur bay gioy, khi mdt gi dién ciing hiém khi mudn I4i xe ngang qua.
Noi do Ia cua tang op lao dong, ¢6 xanh - dit dan hon Ia nguy hiém

Griffin yéu khu 4y.

Ban bé thn thiét ctia ong tir hoi trung hoc van I Jbanbe 6ng nm muroi ndm sau. Long trung thanh 1 mot pham chat rét hiém; khi tim thiy 16, Griffin dam
bao chéic chén dé dén dap lai. Rét nhidu khach ti nay dén tir nhimg ngay & Newark. Mot s tham chi con im viée cho ong, méc dii 6ng cd ging giai
thich khong bao gio 1a 6ng chi thurong ngay ctia ho.

Budi tiéc dém nay ky niém thir quy gia nhét trong trai tim Griffin Scope, danh cho Hoi tir thién tréng nhé Brandon Scope, dit theo tén dira con trai bi
amsat cta Griffin. Griffin da bat dAu lap quy nay bang mot trdm triéu dollar quyén g6p. Ban be nhanh chong dong gop cho dén bay gio. Griffin khong
dAn don. Ong biét rét nhidu tién quyén tang 1 nhim ciu canh, xin an hug. Nhung con c6 nhiéu thir khéc niva. Trong subt quang doi | qua ngin ngui clia
minh, Brandon Scope lim moi ngudi cam dong. Sinh ra voi qua nhiéu may nin va tai nng, cau bé Brandon hau nhur s& hitu sur cudn hit siéu nhién. Moi
nguroi bi cu 16i cuon.

DPura con trai kia ctia dng, Randall, 1a mdt cau bé ngoan da trirdng thanh, mdt ngurdi dan dng tuyét voi. Nhung Brandon... Brandon 13 phép la.

NGi dau ki tran ngip mdt lin nita. N6 uon luon & d6, di nhién. Qua nhiing céi bét tay va v6 vd vao hng nhau, ndi dau & bén ong, gb nhe lén vai Griffin,
thi tham vao tai, nhac nh¢ dng; ho 1a cong sur trong doi.

“Bira tiéc tuyét voi, Grift.”

Griffin cm on va budc t6i. Nhitng ngwoi phy ni trang diém hip dan va dién vay Bim ndi bt bo vai trén goi can ho vira vin hoan hio voi may bire
tuong bang - so thich cta vo Griffin, Allison - dang cham chim tan trén khan trai ban vai lanh nhap khau. Ban sonata cua Mozart da nhuong cho cho
mot ban khac cta Chopin. Phuc vy ban deo bao tay tréng, di quanh néng khay bang bac dung tdm Malaysia, thit thin Omaha va mbt mén thap caman
bang tay ky la, uén c¢6 cam giac trong thanh phan c¢6 ca chua phoi kho.

Ong ndi chuyén véi Linda Beck, quy ¢6 tré dang quan ly quy tir thién Brandon. Cha Linda cting I ban hoc ¢t hoi & Newark, va ¢, that giong véi rat
nhiéu nguoi khéc, da rang bude véi nhirng ¢o phén khong 10 ctia nha Scope. C6 bét dau am viéc cho rét nhidu cong ty khic nhau cia gia dinh Scope khi
con hoc trung hoe. Ca ¢ va em trai ¢6 déu duoc hoc bong ciia gia dinh Scope chi tra hoc phi,

“Cb trong tuyét Fim,” ong bao voi ¢d, nic dii thit ra dng nghi trong ¢d mét moi.

Linda Beck mim cudi véi 6ng. “Cam on, ngai Scope.”

“Da bao nhiéu lan t6i bao ¢6 goi t6i i Griffrdi nhi?”

“Vai tram,” ¢6 noi.

“Shauna khoe khong?”’

“Khong khoe lim, toi e 1a thé.”

“Cho t06i giri 101 hoi thaim.”
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“Vang, cdmon 6ng.”

“Ching ta ¢6 1& nén gip nhau vao tuan toi.”

“Toi s& goi thur ky cua ngai.”

“Tot”

Griffin hon nhe mé ¢6, va d6 1a e 6ng nhin thay Larry Gandle diing 6 phong doi. Larry trong mét moi va nhéch nhéc, nhung va ching, ga trong van ludn
nhu vay. Ban c6 thé phi voi mit b 4o quan cit may do Joseph Abboud thiét ké 1én nguoi gi, va mot gior sau tréng i s& van nhur vira m6i tham gia au
da.

Larry Gandle khong dugce cho 1a s€ c6 mit & day.

Anh it hai nguoi gip nhau. Larry git diu mot cai va quay di. Griffin doi vai gidly i theo sau ngudi ban tré ra hanh lang,

Cha Larry, Edward, cting la ban hoc cta Griffin tir nhitng ngiy xa xua ¢ Newark. Edward Gandle chét Vi bi tryy tim dot ngdt muroi hai nam trude. Dang
tiec kinh khiing. Edward von Ia nguoi rat tot. Ké tir d6, con trai 6ng dam durong vai trd ngudi than tin nhat cta gia dinh Scope.

Hai nguoi dan 6ng bude vao phong doc cua Griffin. Timg c6 lic phong doc nay la mot cén phong tuyét voi voi nhimg gia sach bang b soi, gd gu di tir
san dén tran va nhitng qua dia cau cd. Hai ndm trudce, Allison, trong mdt con cam himg héu hién dai, quyet dinh can phong can duoc hién dai héa hoan
toan. D gb ciibi 10i ra ngoai va bay gio' can phong la mit mau tréng, gon dep, tién nghi vi tht ca sy dmép ctia mdt phong lim viée nho. Allison tur hao
vé cin phong dén ndi Griffin khong nd 1ong mé ndi véi ba dng ghét nd dén duong nio.

“T6i nay xay ra van dé gi a?” Griffin hoi.

“Khong,” Larry noi.

Griffin moi Larry ngdi. Larry tir chdi va bt dau bude di budc lai

“Toi 87" Griffin hoi.

“Chiing ta phai dam béao chéic chin khong c6 nhimg hoi két & mo.”

“Di nhién.”

C6 ké da tin cong Randall, con trai ctia Griffin - do vay, Griffin tin cong lai. D6 1 mot bai hoc 6ng khong bao gid quén. Ban khong khoanh tay lai khi
ban hay nguoi ban yéu thurong dang bi hanh hung. Va ban khong hanh dong nhu chinh phii v6i nhiing “dap tra phi hop™ va tat ca nhiing thir v& van do.
Néu ké nao d6 lam hai ban, long nhan tir va thuong hai phéi dat qua mdt bén. Ban loai bo ké thu. Ban thi€u hity ca trai dat. Ké nao ché gicu tu tudng
nay, ké nghi minh 1a Machiavelli mt cach khong can thict, thuong thuong lai 1 ké s&€ gay nén nhiing sy hily diét qua mirc.

Cudi cung, néu ban loai trir moi vin d& mot cach nharh gon, it mau phai dd.

“Viy c6 gi khong 6n?” Griffin hoi.

Larry van budc di budc lai. Ga xoa xoa cdi phan dau héi phia truée. Griffin khong thich nhin théy thé. Larry khong phai B nguoi dé bj kich dong, “Toi
chura bao gio n6i doi ngai, Griff,” gd ndi.

“Ta biét diéu do.”

“Nhung c6 mdt s6 Jin dé... gitr bi mit.”

“Gitt bi mt?”

“Nguoi t6i thué chéng han. T6i khong bao gidr ndi tén véi ngai. Toi ciing chura bao gioy ndi tén vai ho.”
“Nhitng thir d6 1 tiéu tiét m.”

“Vang, ding”

“Chuyén gi vay, Larry?”

Ga nglmg budc. “Tam nam trude, ngii c6 nhd ching ta da thué hai tén dé tién hanh mot viée.”

MEit Griffin tai mét. Ong nudt nude bot. “Va ching tién hanh mdt cach déng ngudng md.”

“Vang, C6 I& thé.”



“Ta khong hiéu.”

“Ching tién hanh viéc ctia ching. Hay, it nhét, mdt phin ctia viée d6. Mdi de doa 16 rang da bi khir di rdi”

Miic di ngdi nha duge quét do thiét bi nghe trom hang tuén, hai ngudi dan ong iy khong bao gis dé cap dén nhimg céi tén. Mot quy tic clia gia dinh
Scope. Larry Gandle thudng tu hdi li€u quy tac nay Ia vi can trong hay boi vi nd khién cho nhiing viéc ma bon gd d6i khi bi bude phai lam trd thanh viée
khong thude trach nhiém cé nhan. Ga cho la céi sau.

Griffin cubi cting ngdi sup xudng modt chiéc ghé, nhur thé ai d6 da day 6ng vy. Giong ong nhe nhang “Tai sao bay gid anh lai khoi chuyén do én?”
“To6i biét viéc d6 han phai im ngai dau dén dén thé nao.”

Griffin khong tra 1oi.

“T6i da tra cho hai tén kia rat hau,” Larry noi tiép.

“Ta khong hé nghi ngd diéu d6.”

“Véng,” Han hing giong. “Um, sau s kién d6, ching duroc cho 1 s& kin di mot thoi gian. B dé phong”

“Tiép di.”

“Chiing ta khong c6 tin tirc gi vé ching nira.”

“Bon ching d nhén di tién rdi, phai khong?”

“Ving”

“Vay thi ¢6 gi ngac nhién? C6 thé ching bo trdn véi kho bau moi tim thiy. C6 thé ching di khdp murde hay thay dbi nhan dang.”

“Do 1a thir ma ching ta ludn ludn cho 1a s€ nhu vay.”

Larry néi.

“Nhung?”

“Thi thé ctia ching dugc tim thiy tuan trude. Ching da chét.”

“Ta van chura tlﬁy van dé & dau. Bon chiing 1a nhiing tén hung bao. Ching c6 thé ap mot két cuc hung bao.”

“Thi thé 1au roi.”

“Lau?”

“Ching da chét it nhét i nimnam. Va ching dwoc tim théy chén canh i hd noi... noi sy kién kia xay ra.”

Griffin ha miéng, ngam ki, c& mdt Ian nita. “Ta khong hiéu.”

“N6i mdt cach thing thén, t6i ciing khong.”

Qué nhidu. Tét ca thé ndy 3 qua nhiéu. Griffin d phai tranh du dé }(hﬁng roi mrde mét sué:t ca tbi nay, voi bira tice tuong nh6 Brandon va tat ca nhitng
thir khac. Gio day bi kich vu an mang Brandon ddt ngdt trao len. Tat ca nhitng gi 6ng co6 thé lam [a khong d6 sup xudng.

Griffin ngwée nhin ngudi than tin ctia minh. “Chuyén ndy khong thé quay tré lai”

“T6i biét, Grift.”

“Ching ta phéi tim bang duoc chuyén gi da xay ra. Y ta 1 tit ca moi thir.”

“T6i van theo ddi nhitng ké c6 quan hé voi a. Pic biét i chong a. Chi dé phong. Bay gio t6i s& sip xép toan b hyc lwong ctia ching ta theo doi ching”
“Tét,” Griffin ndi. “Du phéi mat gi di nita, viéc ndy ciing phai bi chon viii. Ta khong quan tim ké nio s& bi chdn viii cling v6i nd.”

“Toi hiéu.”

“Va, Lary?”

Gandle doi.



“Ta biét tén mdt dira anh thué.” Ong mudn ndi Eric Wu. Griffin Scope dui dui it va bt dau quay lai v6i dam khach khira. “Ding hén.”
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Chwong 9

Shauna va Linda thué mt ciin ho ba phong ngii & giao 10 Riverside Drive va Phé 116, khong xa Pai hoc Columbia méy. Téi da ¢ tim mdt chd trong
khu, viéc turdng nhur Nit Oa doi da va troi.

Shauna mo cira cho 61 nho hé théng dién thoai ndi bg. Linda van & budi tiée chua vé. Mark da ngi. T6i rén rén nhon chan vao phong va hon Ién tran
thing bé. Mark van con bam riét iy cai mdt choi Pokémon, diéu do thiy rat rd. Ga trai giwong Pikachu va mot con Squirtle nhdi bong ndm ric minh
trong canh tay thing bé. Moi nguoi phé phan xu huéng nay, nhung no khién t6i nhé dén ndi 4m anh tudi du tho ciia riéng minh, voi nhing Batman va
Captain America. T6i ngim nhin nd trong vai gidy. Noi nghe thi sdo nhé, ding thé tht, nhung thire sur thi nhitng thir nhd bé quan trong Em

Shauna dimg doi & cira. Khi ching t6i cudi cling trd ra phong khéch, t6i néi, “Té ubng mot chit, co sao khong?”

Shauna nhtin vai. “Thoai méai di.”

T6i 16t vao ly cho minh d6 hai ngén tay ruou bourbon. “Cau udng cing chir.”

C6 lic dau.

Chiing toi ngdi trén di vang, “May gids Linda v&2” t6i hoi.

“Biét chét lién,” Shauna cham rii ndi. Toi khong thich kiéu noi thé.

“Me kiép,” t6i noi.

“Tam thoi thoi, Beck. TG yéu Linda, ciu biét ma.”

“‘Me kiép,” 101 lai ndi.

Nam ngodi, Linda va Shauna da chia tay trong hai thang. Viée d6 chiing tot lnh gi, diic biét ddi véi Mark.

“T6 khong phai don di hay gi ca,” Shauna noi.

“Vay thi c6 gi khong on?”

“Van chuyén xua nhur tréi dat. Cong viée ndy cua t6 lic nao cting hit sy chit y. Té duoc nhitng nguoi vira thi vi vira xinh dep vay quanh subt. Khong co
gl moi, phai khdng? Ching ta déu biet chuyén nay. Tuy nhién, Linda lai nghi mat t& ddo nhu rang lac.”

“Cau thé that,” t6i noi.

“Réi, di nhién rdi, nhung chuyén d6 dau c6 gi moi, phai khong?”

T61 khong dap 1oi.

“Rét cude thi Linda chinh B nguoi t6 vé nha cling ma.”

“Va trén duong vé cau cha bao gio tat chd no chd kia u?”

“Néu t6 ¢6 tat, toan 1 thir u tiu ca. Cau biét ma. Té hm viée khong t6t Eim khi bi nhbt trong mot cai léng, Beck a. TG can san dién.”
“Nhitng an du két hop hay nhi,” t6i noi.

“ft nhét n6 van.”

T6i ubng trong im king mot lic.

“Beck?”
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“Sao?”

“Bay gidr dén phién cau.”
“Nghia 1?”

C6 ném cho t61 mot céi nhin va doi.

Toi nghi v& 10i canh béo “Dimg n6i mdt ai” & cudi email. Néu I thur thu sy do Blizabeth giri - tim trf t6i van chét vt chi v6i vie 4p G mdt y nigm nhu
thé - nang biét t6i s& ké cho Shauna. Linda - cé thé khong. Nhung Shauna? Toi ké véi ¢6 ay tat ca moi thir. Hién nhién s& 1 the.

“Cé mdt kha ning,” t6i ndi, “Elizabeth van con séng.”

Shauna di tiép y twéng cta toi. “C6 Ay da chay trén cing voi Elvis, phéi khong?”” Khi nhin thiy gurong mit toi, ¢6 dimg lai va bao, “N6i rd hon di.”

Toi giai thich. T6i ké cho c6 nghe vé cai ermail kia. Toi ké cho c6 nghe Vvé cai camera trén pho Va toi ké cho ¢6 nghe vé chuyén nhin thay Elizabeth trén
méan hinh may tinh. Shauna khong roi niit khoi t6i trong sudt thoi gian t6i ké. Co khong gat dau, khong ngit 104, Khi toi ndi xong, ¢d can trong rit mjt
diéu thudc tir trong bao ra va dua Ién miéng. Shauna da bo thude tir bao ndm nay roi, nhung ¢6 van thich nghich ching. €6 nhin n6 cham cham, lat di lat
lai trong tay ctr nhur thé trude day chwa mot lin nhin thiy diéu thudc 14. T6i thiy nhimg soi thudc 1 dao tung lén.

“Puoe 161, ¢d 161 “VAy vao lic hai muroi gio murdi Bim t6i mai, 14 thur tiép theo dur kién s& xuét hién, phai khong?”

Toi gat dau.

“Vay chiing ta s& doi dén lic d6.”

C6 bo diéu thudc lai vao trong bao.

“Cau khong nghi thé 13 dién rd 42

Shauna nhin vai. “Khong quan trong,” c6 noi.

“Nghiia 147

“C6 mdt vai kha nang c6 thé giai thich cho nhitng thir cdu vira n6i.”

“Bao gdbm ca dién loan.”

“U, di nhién, kha néing d6 lon ddy. Nhung gié thiét tiéu cyc ngay by gitr dé lim céi gi? Don gian cho n6 B thyc di. Haly don gidn cho réng cu nhin thiy
cai cau nhin thﬁy va Elizabeth van q(‘)n song. Néu bon minh sai, thl 0 ho ndy, bon minh s& phat hién ra chuyén d6 ngay thoi. Néu bon minh diing...” C6
caumay, nghi vé y tuong do, lac dau. “Chiia oi, t& hy vong dén o dai bon minh ding,”

T6i mim cudi v6i cd. “Té yéu cau, cau biét khong”

“Ua,” ¢d noi. “Ai cha yéu to.”

Khi vé dén nha, t6i 16t cho minh mdt ly cudi cling, Toi nde mdt ngum dai va dé cho dong ruou dmnéng kia di du lich véi nhimg diém dén ma ai ciing biét
10 I dau. Pha, t6i uong Nhung t0i khong phai mit g3 hay say swa. Khong phai choi gi ddu. Toi biét minh ve van c¢6 em tén la nghién ruou. Toi cing biét
ve van 6 emnghién ngdp ruou che thi an toan ngang ngira vdi viéc ve van ¢o con i chua dén tubi vi thanh nién ctia mot tén gingxto. Nhung cho dén
gi0, viée ve van van chua tién xa dén mirc én giwong nmi. Toi di théng minh dé biét viée do khong nén kéo dai.

Chioe rut 12 lai gAn t6i v6i cai diéu b thin quen ciia 00 nang, oo thé hieu dieu nay: “DS an, di dao, do an, didao.” Loai ché kién dinh tuyét hao. Toi thet
n6 mjt bita roi dan di dao quanh khu nha. Khong khi lanh lam phoi t6i d€ chiu, nhung tan b6 ching bao it lim dau 6c t6i thanh than. i dao, that ra ay,
12 mot thir budn té kinh hoang, Nhung t6i thich ngim Chloe di dao. Toi biét  nghe ¢6 vé ky quéic, nhung con cho tim thiy niém vui thich dén thé chi tir
mdt hoat dong don gian ndy. Pidu d6 khién t6i sung swéng theo kiéu tinh than Phét gito mdi khi ngim nhin ¢6 nang

Vé nha, t01 kh& ron rén vao phong ngu. Chloe theo sau toi Ong da ngi. C6 y t& moi ciing thé. C6 ta ngiy ra trang Am thanh re ré nhur trong phim hoat
hinh. T6i a an nit bat may tinh lén va ty hoi sao canh sat truong Lowell khong goi lai. Toi nghi dén viéc goi ong ta, miic dit e ndy ciing gAn nira dém roi.
R6i t6i quyét dinh: cimg rén.

Toi nhdc dién thoai Ién, quay s6. Lowell c6 dién thoai di dong, Néu 6ng ta dang ngil, ong ta udn co thé it di, phai khong nao?

Ong ta tra 161 & hoi chudng thir ba. “Xin chao, bac siBeck.”

Giong 6ng ta khé chiu. Toi ciing nhdn ra t6i khong con i dc tor nita.

“Sao dng khong goi lai cho t6i?” t61 hdi.



“Mudn 16i,” ong ta ndi. “T6i nghi minh s& goi lai cho anh vao sang mai.”

“Tai sao 6ng lai hoi t6i v& Sarah Goodhart?”

“Mai,” 6ng ta noi.

“Xin 16i, 6ng n6i gi kia?”

“Mudn 16i, bac si Beck. T6i nghi rdi. Hon nita, t6i nghii nén ndi chuyén nay truc tiép véi a

“ft nhét thi ong c6 thé ndi cho t61...2”

“Anh s& c6 mit & phong kham sang mai chi?”

“Co.”

“Séang mai t6i s€ goi cho anh.”

Lich sw nhung kién quyét, dng ta néi 1i chiic ngii ngon rdi dap mdy. Téi nhin cai dién thoai va tu hoi tit ca nhitng chuyén nay 14 thé quai nao.

Khong thé c6 chuyén nginghé. Toi danh ca dém Ién mang, hrdt qua mot loat camera dat trén dudng cac thanh phé khac nhau, hy vong vo tinh bap ding
cai can tim. Mo kim bang cong nghé trong day bé the gioi.

Dén gid no do, t6i dimg lai va chui vao chin. Mot phén ciia nghé bac si i kién nhan. Toi ién tuc cho bon tré tién hanh nhitng xét nghi¢m mang lai két
qua lam dao ngwoc chuyén sdng con - néu khong phai d két thic sinh mang - va bao chiing ciing cha me chiing doi két qua. Ho khong ¢6 Iyra chon ndo
khéc. C6 & ciing c6 thé ndi mdt cau twong tur nhur thé trong tinh huong ndy. Ngay by gio co qua nhiéu kha néng, Ngay mai, khi toi déng nhédp lai Bigfoot
dudi username Bat Street va password 1 Teenage, t0i c6 thé biét dwroc nhiéu hon.

T6i dén it 1én tran nha mot lic. R t6i nhin sang bén phéi minh - chd Elizabeth hay ndm. Toi lubn budn ngi trude. Toi thuong ndm thé  ndy ngimnang
doc sach, tirmg duong nét trén khudn mit nang, i cach nang chi muc vao bét cir thir gi minh dang doc. DG 1 thir cudi cling t6i nhin thy trurde khi hai
miét dip lai va mo mang thiép di.

Toi quay ngudi hudng mit vé phia bén kia.

Bén g sang, Larry Gandle nhin qua mai toc nhudm mau bach kim ctia Eric Wu. Wuky luat khing khiép. Néu khong tap the hre, hén ngdi trudc man
hinh may tinh. Nudc da hdn da bién sang mdt méu tring xanh bénh hoan sau khi wdt vai nghin trang web, nhung co thé kia van i khdi xi méng,

“Thé no?” Gandle hoi.

Wau thao headphone khoi tai. R6i héin khoanh hai canh tay nhur hai cot d4 cAm thach trudc ngue. “Tao thiy kho hiéu.”

“Noi tao nghe.”

“Béc sTBeck hiém Khi luu lai cai email no ctia han. Chi mdt s0 céi lién quan dén bénh nhén. Khong c6 gi riéng tw. Nhung roi han nhan hai cai thu ky la
hai ngay trude.” Van khong quay niit khoi man hinh, Eric Wu chia hai to gidy cho qué bong bowling gén trén cai vai kia. Larry Gandle nhin 14 thu va cau
may.”

“Chiing c6 nghia gi?”’

“Tao khong biét.”

Gandle doc Iuét qua ni dung 14 thur n6i vé viée nhép chudt vao thir gl d6 vao “thoi diém hon”. Ga khong hicu gi vé mdy tinh - ma gi ciing khong mubn
hidu gi ca. Mt ga lai liéc 1én dAu ménh gidy va doc tiéu dé thur.

E.P + D.B va mot dbng nhitng nét gach.

Gandle ngti D.B. C6 thé i David Beck? VA EP...

Y nghiia d6 dép xudng hén nhur mdt ¢ trdi gidng. Hin cham chap dua to gidy lai cho Wu.
“Ai giri c4i nay?” Gandle hoi.

“Tao khong biét.”

“Timdi.”

“Khong thé,” Wu noi.



“Taisao?”

“Ngudi giri st dung mit server chuyén tiép mail ngic danh khong can xac thire ngudi girl.” Wu néi giong fiéu‘ déu, binh finh gin nhu quéi la. Han ciing
ding kicu giong d6 khi néi chuyén vé ban tin thoi tiet hay x¢ toac ma mdt ngudi. “Tao s& khong ndi chi tict ve thuét nglr miy tinh, nhung khong ¢6 cach
nao de lan theo dau ca.”

Gandle chi y sang email kia, c4i c6 ndi dén Bad Street va Teenage. Ga khong hiéu chit gi.

“Céi ndy thi sa0? May c6 lan duoc theo khong?”

Wau lic d4u. “Ciing | mdt server chuyén tiép mail niic danh khdng can xac thure ngudi giri.”

“Cung mdt nguoi giri ca hai cai?”

“Dy doén ctia mity chét hrong ngang du doén ctia tao.”

“N6i dung thi sao? May c6 hiéu mdt trong hai céi ndi vé chuyén gi khong?”

Wu gb mit vai phim va enmail dau tién xudt hién trén nn hinh. Héin chi ngdn tay to, gin guc vao man hinh. “Nhin thiy cai chit méu xanh chd kia khong?
N6 1a mot hyperlink. Tat ca nhitng gi bac si Beck phai lam Ia nhap chudt vao d6 va né s€ dua han dén mot the gioi nao do, co I 1a mot website.

“Website gi?”
“N6 I mit cai link gay. Mot lan nira, khong thé Iin theo dAu.”

“Va Beck duoc du kién 12 s& im viée do6 vao “thoi diém hon’?”

“N6 viét thé.”

“Thoi diém hon ¢6 phai thudt ngit may tinh g d6 khong?””

Wu suyt cuoi toét miéng. “Khong,”

“Vay may khong biét ci thoi diém email kia nhéic dén 1 gi?”

“Chinh x4c.”

“Hay thdm chi bon minh d4 qua ¥t thoi diém hon hay chira?”

“Qua rdi,” Wu néi.

“Lam thé ndo may biét?”

“Trinh duyét web ctia hin duoc thiét 1p cho ta biét hai muroi trang gin ddy nhét ma hin da vao. Hén da nhip chudt céi link kia. Dung ra i vai an.”
“Nhung niy khong thé, o, theo hén dén d6?”

“Khong, Buong link d6 khong ding duoc.”

“Cai email kia thi sa0?”

Wau g& mdt vai phim Man hinh thay d6i va I thur thir hai xuét hién. “Cai nay thi tim ra d& hon. Rt so déng, thyrc ra 1 thé.”

“Pugc, tao nghe day.”

“Ngudi giri email néc danh kia da thiét 13p mdt account email cho bac siBeck,” Wu gidi thich. “Hén dua cho béc sf Beck mdt user name cing mdt
password va mit lan nita nhac dén thoi diém hon.”

“Vay dé tao xem c6 hiéu khong nhé,” Gandle noi. “Beck md mdt website ndo d6. Hin gb céi user name va password kia va s& cé mot tin nhéin cho
hin?”

“Diing, Iy thuyét 1a thé.”
“Ching ta cting m thé duoc khong?”
“Pang nhap dung user name va password kia?”’

“UJ. Va doc tin nhin.”



“Tao da thir roi. Cai account kia van chua ton tai.”

“Tai sao chura?”

Eric Wu nhiin vai. “Ngudi giri néic danh c6 thé thiét Ap cai account d6 sau. Sat véi thoi diém hon hon.”
“Thé bay gid chiing ta c6 thé két uan duoc g?”

“N6i mdt cach don gian” - 4nh séng tir min hinh nhay nh6t rung rinh trong doi mit tréng rdng ctia Wu - “ai d6 s& phai trai qua ca mdt dong ric roi dé c6
thé gitt duoc trang thai ndc danh nhu vay.”

“Vay lam cach ndo chiing ta tim dugc ra d6 1a ai?”

Wu gio 1n mot thiét bi nho trong gidng nhur thir ma ban c6 thé thiy trong mot cai dai ban dan xéch tay. “Ching ta d cai dit mot trong nhing thir ndy lén
may tinh ¢ nha cling nhu cho lam ctia han.”

“Céi gi thé?”

“Mot bo theo ddi trén hé thong ding k¥ thuat s6. Bo theo ddi nay giri nhitng tin hiéu s6 tir may tinh ciia hén dén méy ctia ching ta. Néu béc si Beck
nhan bat ky email hay vao bat ctr website nio hay thdm chi néu han chi gd mdt chit cai, chung ta s& c6 the nhin thay tat ca ngay ciing luc d6.”

“Vay chiing ta doi va xem” Gandle noi.
cﬁ:aa

Gandle nghii vé chuyén Wu ndi vdi gi - & thoi gian, cong src ké ndo d6 phii bo ra dé duy tri dwoc trang théi néic danh - va mdt nghi hogic khiing khiép
bat dau bo vao bung han.

Ban dang doc truyén Prrng Noi Mot Ai dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhidu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 10

Toi dau xe & bi dd cach phong kham hai tda nha. Toi chua bao gior di xe qua toa nha dAu tién.

Canh sét truong Lowell hién ra ciing hai gi dAu troc dién vest xam Hai gi mic vest dimg dua vao mdt chiéc Buick I6n mau néu. Hinh thé ddi p. Mot
cao gay trang, mdt m béo den; duing canh nhau ching tréng hoi giong mot qua bong bowling dang co6 danh guc con ky cudi ctng. C4 hai mim cuoi voi
to1. Lowell khong,

“Bac si Beck?” con ky tring cao ndi. Anh ta chai chuét khong ché vao dau dugc - toc vudt keo, khén mii soa gap dé o i 4o, ca vat thit véi do chinh
xac siéu pham, cdp kinh ¢ nhan hi¢u nguoi thiet ke bang d6i mdi, loai ma dién vién deo khi ho mudn minh trong thong minh.

Toéi nhin Lowell. Ong ta khong noi gi.

“Phai.”

“Toi 12 dic vu Nick Carlson ctia Cuc diéu tra lién bang,” gi chai chubt khong ché vao dau duoc noi ﬁép. “Pay la dac va Tom Stone.”

Ca hai gio huy hiéu ra. Stone, tay kn hon va nhau nhi hon, x5¢ quén va git dau véi t6i. RO anh ta md cira sau chiéc Buick.

“Cam phién anh di cing ching t6i dwoc chi?”

“T6i c6 bénh nhan trong nurdi im phut nita,” t6i noi.

“Chung t6i da lo viéc d6 rdi.” Carlson khoat tay dai vé phia xe, nhur thé dang bay ra phan thurdng trong mot game show. “Xin moi.”

Toi lén xe ¢ cira sau. Carlson li. Stone nhét minh vao ghé hanh khach phia trudc. Lowell khong Ién xe. Chiing tdi chi di trong Manhattan, nhung chuyén
di van mat gan bon muroi lm phit. Ching 61 dumg lai & khu bu6n ban Broadway gan Pho Duane. Carlson dirg xe phia trude mot toa nha vén phong c6
dé S6 26 Toa nha Lién Bang,

Bén trong ding I kiéu tda nha van phong tiéu chuin. Pan 6ng méic vest, nhing nguoi lich thiép bat ngo, di lai tay cam tach ca phé hoa tan. Ciing c6 phy
nit, nhung ho thude dang thiéu s khing khiép. Ching t6i vao mot phong hop. T6i duge moi ngdi, va toi ngdi. Toi cd bét chéo chan, nhung khoéng cam
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thay thoai méi.

“Ai d6 c6 thé n6i cho 61 biét chuyén gi dang dién ra khong?” t6i hoi.

Carlson Con-Ky-triing md 1di trude. “Chiing t6i ¢6 thé mdi anh thir gi d6 khong?” anh ta hoi. “Ching t6i pha thir ca phé dé nhat thé gii, néu anh mudn.”
Piéu do giai thich cho tat ca nhitng céi tach ca phé hoa tan. Anh ta mim cudi voi toi. Toi mim cudi dép lai. “Hap dAn, nhung khong, camon.”

“Nude ngot nhé? Chiing ta c6 nude ngot chir, Tom?”

“C6, Nick. Coke, Diet Coke, Sprite, bt cir loai ndo ma vi bac si day mubn.”

Ho nd thém vai nu cudi nita. “Toi én, cdm on,” t6i noi.

“Snapple?” Stone hoi. Anh ta lai x0¢ quin mot lan nita. Bung anh ta hoi tron nén khé ma tim dugc mot diém cho cai cap quin khoi b tut xubng, “Chiing
t01 cd hang dong nhitng loai rat khac nhau ¢ day.”

Toi suyt nira da néi dong y cho dé chiu, nhung cudi cling t6i chi lich thiép Fic dau. Cai ban, c6 1§ bang chat licu tong hop c6 Formica, trong tron trir mot
chi€c phong bi nhura 16n. Toi khong bict lam gi voi tay minh, vi vay t6i dat ching Ién ban. Stone ning ninh di vé mot phia ban va dimg d6. Carlson, van
dan dau, ngdi trén goc ban va xoay ngurdi nhin xuong toi.

“Anh ¢6 thé ndi cho chiing toi biét gi vé Sarah Goodhart?” Carlson hoi.

Toi khong biét tra 10i thé nao. T6i ¢ tim cac hudng tra 104, nhung khong nghiira gi

“Bac si?”

T6i ngude nhin anh ta. “Tai sao anh mudn biét?”

Carlson va Stone liéc nhin nhau. “Céi tén Sarah Goodhart vira xuat hién c6 lién quan dén mdt vu diéu tra dang duoc tién hanh,” Carlson noi.

“Vu diéu tra nao?” toi hoi

“Ching t61 khong n6i duoc.”

“Toi khong hiéu. Lam thé ndo t6i lai lién quan voi viée nay?”

Carlson buéng mot tiéng thé' dai, chim chdm. Anh ta nhin vé phia ngudi cong su phuc phich ctia minh va bat ngd tat ca nhitng ny cudi bién mat. “Cé
phai t& dang hdi mot cau hoi phire tap & day khong, Tom?”

“Khong, Nick, t¢ khong nghi vay.”

“T6 ciing khong” Carlson hudng mét lai vé phia toi. “C6 18 anh khong thich cach hoi, bac si. Phéi khong?”

“Do 1a viéc ho udn Iam trong The Practice, Nick,” Stone xen vao. “Khong thich cach héi”

“D6 1a viée ho lam, Tom, d6 1a viée ho laim. Va 16i ho bao, “T6i s& ni lai,” dung khong? Thir gi d6 twong tu thé.”

“Thir gl 6 tuong t thé, dung vay.”

Carlson nhin xudng toi. “Vay dé t6i n6i lai: Ci tén Sarah Goodhart ¢6 nghia gi voi anh khong?”

To6i khong thich thé nay. Toi khong thich thai d6 ctia ho hay viée ho thay thé Lowell hay céi kiéu toi sip bi tra hoi trong phong hop ndy. Ho phai biét cai

tén d6 c6 nghia gi. N6 khong kho dén thé. Tét ca nhimg gi phai im chi i iéc qua tén ho va dia chi ctia Elizabeth. Toi quyét dinh dép lai mot cach nhe
nhang,

“Tén dém cua vo toi la Sarah,” t61 noi.

“Tén dém cua vo toi Ia Gertrude,” Carlson tiép.
“Chia oi, Nick, that khing khiép.”

“Tén dém ctia vo cdu la gi, Tom?”

“McDown. D6 1a tén phan biét trong gia dinh.”

“Té thich kiéu lam thé. Dimg tén gia dinh lim tén dém. Vinh danh t5 tién bang cach d6.”



“T6 cling thich, Nick.”

Hai gi d6 don anh méit vé phia 6.
“Tén dém ctia anh Ia gj, bac si?”
“Craig,” toi noi.

“Craig,” Carlson nhéic lai. “Puoc, viy néu tdi hoi anh cai tén, thé nay nhé” - anh ta vAy tay vé diéu bo - “Craig Dipwad ¢6 nghiia gl v6i anh, liéu anh co
nho nhe, ‘Nay, t&n dém cua t6i 1a Craig’ khong?”

Carlson lai tia t6i bang d6i mit nghiém khc.

“To1 nghi 1a khong,” t6i noi.

“T6i nghi 1a khong, Vay hay thir lai mot lin nita: Anh nghe céi tén Sarah Goodhart bao gios chura, c6 hay khong?”

“Y anh I timg bao gio nghe n6?”

Stone ndy, “Chua o1.”

Mat Carlson do Ién. “Bay gio anh choi tro ngir nghia voi ching t6i ha, bac si?”’

Anh ta ding. Toi da ngu ngdc. Toi da di nhur mu, va dong cudi cling ciia céi email - Pimg noi mdt ai - ¢t 1o¢ ken trong dau toi nhur cdi thir trong dén
huynh quang. Sur kho hieu ngur tri. Ho phai bict ve Sarah Goodhart. Tat ca nhimg thir ndy chi a kiém tra xem t6i c6 hop tac hay khong. La the day. Co
thé. Nhung hop tac cai gi?

“V t6i Ion Ién trén phd Goodhart Road,” ti n6i. Ho déu ki lai mot chitt, doi t6i ni, khoanh tay lai. Ho dan t6i ti mdt ving im king va ti ngu ngdc lin
vao. “Hiéu chura, d6 1a ly do tai sao t6i ndi Sarah I3 tén dém ctia vo toi. Céi tén Goodhart khién t61 nghi dén ¢ ay.”

“Boi vi ¢d 4y Ion Ién trén phd Goodhart Road?”” Carlson ndi.

“Phai.”

“Gibdng nhur tir Goodhart [a mdt chit xtic tac hay thir gi d6?”

“Phai,” t6i lai noi.

“T61 hiéu rdi.” Carlson nhin cdng su ctia minh. “Cau co hiéu khong, Tom?”

“C6,” Stone dong ¥, vd nhe vao bung minh. “Anh ta khong hé lang tranh gi d6. Tir Goodhart i mbt chét xtc tac.”

“Phai. N6 khién anh ta nghi v& vo minh.”

Ca hai lai cting nhin ti. Lan nay t6i budc minh phai gitr im king,

“Vo anh c6 bao gio' dung cai tén Sarah Goodhart khong?” Carlson hoi.

“Ding n6 nhur thé nao?”

“Cb Ay c6 bao gidy n6i, “Xin chao, t6i | Sarah Goodhart,” hay sir dung gidy t tity thin hay ding ky khéch san bang cai tén nay...”
“Khong,” t6i noi.

“Anh chic chu?”

“Chic.”

“D6 1a s that?”

“Phai.”

“Khong can thém chat xuc tac khac?”

Toi ngdi thiing nguoi trén ghé va quyét dinh biéu 16 chit it ban finh cuong quyét. “Toi khong thich théi d cia anh im, dic vu Carlson.”

Nu cudi khoe hamrang khién cac nha si phai tu hz‘tq cua 'anh ta ty:ré lai, nhung né giéng nhu kiéu sép plﬁm lai tao di¥ ton cua nu f:ué)i trude d6. Anhta
gio tay 1én va ndi, “Xin thir 161 cho t61, vang, dugce 164, the 1a khiém nha.” Anh ta nhin quanh nhu thé dang nghi ngoi xem néi gi tiep day. Toi doi.



“Anh c6 bao gio danh vo minh khong, bac si?”’

Cau hoi quit vao ti nhur mdt cai roi. “Cai gi?””

“Dé gitip anh giai toa? Tat mot phu ni?”

“Caigi... anh dién 4?”

“Anh dugc bao nhiéu tién bao hiém nhéan tho khi vg anh chét?”

Toi té dai. Toi nhin mit anh ta rdi Stone. Hoan toan md duc. Khong thé tin ndi diéu toi vira nghe thy. “Chuyén gi dang dién ra ¢ day?”

“Xin hdy tra 161 cAu hoi. Di nhién, trir phi anh c6 diéu gi d6 khong mudn ndi véi ching t6i.””

“Khong c gi bi mat,” t6i néi. “Hop ddng 14 hai triim nghin dollar.”

Stone huyt séo. “Hai trim nghin cho mot ba vo chét. Nay, Nick, t6 kiém ¢ dau duoc nhi?”

“Tién bao hiém nhur thé 1 rét nhidu d6i voi mdt phy nir hai muroi m tudi.”

““Anh ho ¢0 &y mdi bat dau lam viéc trong finh virc béo hiém, tai State Farm,” t6i n6i, tir ngit riu vao nhau. Ky quiic |, méic du t6i biét minh khong hé m
gi sai - it nhat khong phai viéc bon ho nghi - 61 bat dau cam thay t0i Ioi. N6 la mot cam gide kho hiéu. MO hoi bat dau chay xuong néch toi. “Co ay
muon gitip anh ho minh. Vi vay c6 ay mua loai hgp dong Ion nay.”

“Cb Ay tt bung thé,” Carlson noi.

“Tét that,” Stone néi thém. “Gia dinh rat quan trong, anh nghi vy khong?”

Toi khong ndi gi. Carlson ngdi lai n goc ban. Nu cudi bién mét. “Nhin toi ndy, bac si””

To6i nhin. Mt anh ta nhin vao niit t6i. Toi ging duy tri s tac dong bang niit, nhung d6 & mdt nd Iyc lon.

“Tra 10i cau hoi ctia t6i lAn ndy,” anh ta chdm ri néi. “Va dumg t6 ra kinh ngac hay bi xtic pham voi t6i. Anh d timg bao gio danh vo minh chura?”
“Chua bao gio,” ti noi.

“Khong mbt An?”

“Khong mdt lan.”

“Ngay ca ddy co ay?”

“Chua bao gio.”

“Hay bét ng dénh trong con gian dir. Chét tiét, ching ta déu trai qua roi ms, béc si. Mot céi tat nhe. Chéng phai i 4c gi trong viéc d6. Chuyén that t
nhién khi dong cham dén van d€ ctia con tim, anh hiéu y t6i khong?”’

“T6i chura bao gioy danh vo toi,” t0i néi. “Toi chura bao giy ddy hay tat hay danh ¢6 4y trong con gidn dit. Chura bao gio.”

Carlson nhin Stone. “Nhur thé i 13 cho cau chua, Tom?”

“R4i, Nick. Anh ta néi anh ta chura bao gidr danh c6 Ay, véi t6i thé 1a duroc roi.”

Carlson gfii cam. “Trir phi.”

“Trir phi c4i g, Nick?”

“O, trir phi t6i c6 thé trao cho bac siBeck day mot chét xtic tac khéc.”

Bon con mit lai d6 don vao toi. Hoi thé ctia chinh t0i doi vang trong tai, don dép va khong déu. Toi cam thiy nhu bj mé sang. Carlson doi mt nhip roi
giat lay cai phong bi nhyra lon. Anh ta tir tir It cai ndp phong bi Ién bang nhiing mong tay dai, thon tha r6i mo ra. Anh ta gio'n6 kén cao trong khong trung
va dé cho céi bén trong roi xuong ban.

“Céi ndy lam chit xtic tac thi thé ndo, ha, bac si?”

D6 I nhitng btrc anh. Carlson déy chiing vé phia t6i. T6i nhin xubng va cam thiy c4i 15 trong tim minh khoét rong ra.



“Béc siBeck?”
T6i nhin khong chép mit. Nhitng ngon tay ngip ngimg véi toi, cham vio tim anh.
Elizabeth.

D6 la nhitng birc énh Elizabeth. Céi thir nhét chyp can canh khudn mit nang, Timg dudng nét trén mit, tay phii giit toc vén ra sau tai. Mét nang bam
mau va sung phong. Mot vét rach sau va nhi€u cho bam tim khac nita trén c6 nang, ngay dudi tai.

Trong nhur thé nang dang khoc.

Mot bire khac dugc chyp tir dudi théit kg lén. Elizabeth dimg, chi mac mbi 4o ngyc, va nng dang chi vao mdt quang lon da doi mau trén ngyc minh.
Mat nang van c6 cai quang nhudm thém chit mau do kia. Anh sang choi mot cach la ky, nhu thé dén flash tir n6 timra cho thdm tim va ko lai gan 6ng
kinh hon. Con ¢6 ba bttc anh nita - tat ca tir goc chup va cac bo phan co thé khac nhau. Tat ca ching déu lam bét Ién nhitng vét dit va tham tim.
“Béc siBeck?”

Mit t6i gidt manh. Toi gan nhur hoang hdt gidt minh khi thiy ho trong phong, Nét mt ho binh than, vo tinh. Toi nhin Carlson, rdi Stone, rdi nhin lai
Carlson.

“Anh nghi t61 Iam chuyén nay?”

Carlson nhiin vai. “Anh n6i cho chiing t61.”

“Di nhién khong.”

“Anh c6 biét tai sao vo anh bi nhing vét bam tim nay khong?”

“Bi tai nan 6t0.”

Ho nhin nhau nhur thé t6i vira n6i voi ho, con chd ciia t6i d an bai tip vé& nha ctia chi.

“Co Ay bi dam xe rit ning ” t6i giai thich.

“Khi ndo?”

“Toi khong biét chinh xac. Ba, bon thang trudc” - nhitng tir ngit bi ket lai trong mot gidy - “trude khi ¢o Ay chét.”
“C 4y co dén bénh vién khong?”

“Khong, t6i khong nghi ¢6 4y dén.”

“Anh khong nghi?””

“Khi d6 t6i di ving,”

“Anh di dau?”

“Liic d6, t6i dang tham gia mdt hoi thao nhi khoa tai Chicago. C6 Ay ké cho 6 nghe v tai nan khi t6i vé nha.”
“Bao lau sau c6 dy ké véi anh?”

“Sau tai nan?”

“Phai, bac si, sau tai nan.”

“Toi khong biét. Hai, ba ngy, c6 & thé.”

“Lic d6 hai nguoi da Iy nhau?”

“Chi moi vai thang.”

“Tai sao ¢6 dy khong ké v6i anh ngay lap tirc?”

“Co dy co ké. Y t6i 13, ngay khi t6i vé& dén nha. T6i nghi ¢6 ay khong mudn khién ti lo king.”

“T6i hiéu,” Carlson ndi. Anh ta nhin Stone. Ho khong ngin ngai che gidu su nghi hodc. “Vay anh chup nhing birc anh ndy phai khong, bac si?”



“Khong,” t6i n6i. Ngay khi noi ra, t0i uée gl minh da khong ndi thé. Ho trao d6i mot cai nhin nita, hit hit nhur bj hép dan boi mii méu. Carlson nghiéng
dau va dich lai gin hon.

“Anh da bao gid nhin thiy nhimg birc anh nay trrde kia chura?”

Toi khong noi gi. Ho doi. Toi nghif cau hoi. Cau tra 161 la chura, nhung... ho ¢6 duoge ching tir dau? Tai sao t6i lai khong biét gi v& ching? Ai da chup
chimg? T6i nhin mét ho, nhung nét mit ho khong bdc 16 dicu gi.

Dbay thuc sy 1a mot diéu kinh ngac, nhung khi nght vé 16, chiing ta hoc duroc nhiing bai hoc quan trong nhat trong cudc doi a tir tivi Phan rat I6n kién
thirc ctia chiing ta vé cac cude thim van, quyén Miranda, ty budc t0i, d6i chat, danh sach nhén chimg, hé thong toa an, ching ta biét duogc tir NYPD
Blue va Law & Order va nhiing thir trong tir thé. Néu t6i ném cho ban mot khau sting ngay by gt va yéu cau ban nd stng, ban s& lim diéuma ban

xem trén tivi. Néu t6i bao ban hiy dé y canh chimg tim mot “ke bam dudi”, ban s& biét t6i dang n6i vé chuyén gi boi vi ban da thiy viée d6 dugc thuc
hién trong phim Mannix hay Magnum PI rdi.

T6i ngude nhin ho va hoi mdt cau kinh dién: “Toéi 1 d6i trong tinh nghi?”

“Tinh nghi vi cai gi?”

“Vibét ctr thir gl t0i néi. “Anh c6 tinh nghi toi pham tdi ndo d6 khong?”

“Po 1a mdt cau hoi kha mo hd, bac si”

Va d6 1 mot cau tra 1oi khé mo hd. Toi khong thich chuyén dién ra nhur thé nay. Toi quyét dinh ding mdt cau n6i khac ma 6 hoc duoc tir tivi.

“T6i mudn goi lut sur clia toi,” toi noi.

Ban dang doc truyén Dumg Noi Mot Ai duge ti mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 11

T6i khong ¢6 luat swr chuyén nhimg vu hinh sur - ma ai c6? - vi vy t0i goi cho Shauna tir mt miy dién thoai tra tién & hanh lang va giai thich tinh thé. C6
khong lang phi chit thoi gian nao.

“Té goi duoc ding ngudi ngay,” Shauna noi. “Ngdi vitng nhé.”

Toi doi trong phong théim vén. Carlson va Stone dit t0t bung dé che t6i. Ho danh thoi gian thi tham véi nhau. Nira i troi qua. Mot n nira im Bing gy
lo lang bon chon. Toi biet d6 chinh 1 thir ma ho mubn. Nhung t6i khong thé ngin ban than minh. Xt cho cing, 61 v6 t6i. Lam thé ndo 61 c6 thé lam hai
ban than minh néu t6i can than?

“Khi duoc tim thiy, vo toi bi dong diu mot chit cai K,” t6i ndi voi ho.

Ca hai ngude 1én. “Thir 16i cho 61, Carlson néi, nghén cai ¢d dai lai vé phia toi. “Anh dang n6i chuyén voi ching t6i?””

“Khi duoc tim thiy, vo t6i bi dong diu mot chit cai K,” t6i nhéic lai. “Toi dd 6 trong bénh vién sau khi bi chin dong boi mot vu tin cong. Anh khong thé
nghil...” t61 ngimg & do.

“Nghi ci gi?”” Carlson noi.

Viéc da lam thi phai im cho dén noi dén chdn. “Réng t6i ¢6 lién quan gi d6 dén cai chét ciia vo t61.”

Do 14 e canh cira bat tung, va mot phy nit t6i nhén ra quen thude tir man hinh tivi gidm chén budc vao phong. Carlson nhay Iti lai khi anh ta trong thiy
ba. Toi nghe thay Stone lam bam: “Cho chét”.

Hester Crimstein ching budn mo mén gi6i thidu. “Thén chi ciia t6i co yéu cau hudt sur phai khong?” ba hoi.

Nho Shauna. Téi chura bao gidr gip lut sur ctia 61, nhung t6i nhan ra ba tir phan xuat hién ngiin ngdi ctia ba véi tur cach mot “chuyén gia luat” trén cdc
chuwong trinh gip & trd chuyén va tir churong trinh riéng ctia ba Crimstein on Crime trén Court TV. Trén min anh, Hester Crimstein rat lanh loi, sic bén
va thurong dé lai céc vi khach trong tinh trang ta toi tham hai. Khi gip truc tiép, & ba todt ra mdt thir huong quyén hre ky di bac nhét, loai ngwoi nhin moi
ngudi khac ctr nhur thé ba 1 modt con hd d6i va ho 1 nhimg con linh duong gazen bi qué.

“Pring the,” Carlson néi.
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“Vy mi céc anh & ddy, hoan toan lich thiép va d& chiu, van thAm vén anh ta.”

“Anh ta mo miéng ndi chuyén vai ching toi trurde.”

“O, 61 hiéu r61.” Hester Crinstein mé dnh tach cai cap dung tai lidu, moi ra mdt cdy bit cing t gidy va ném ching Ién ban. “Viét tén anh ra.”
“Xin 161, cai gi c0?”

“Tén anh, anh chang dep trai. Anh biét cach danh van tén minh chir?”

D6 14 mdt cau hoi tu tir, nhung Crinstein van doi mt cau tra Ioi.

“Co,” Carlson dap.

“C6 biét,” Stone chen thém.

“Tt. Viét tén ra. Khi toi dé cap trén chwong trinh ctia toi, im cach nao hai ngudi cha dap n quyén dugc quy dinh theo hién phap ciia than chi t6i, t6i
nmuon chic chan minh ¢6 duge ding tén. Chir viet hoa mot cach rd rang, xin vui long,”

Ba cubi cing nhin thiy toi. “Di thoi.”

“Guomda,” Carlson néi. “Ching toi xin phép hoi than chui ctia ba mét vai cau hoi.”

“Khong.”

“Khong? MGi thé thoi?”

“Chinh xac. Anh khong ndi chuyén v6i anh ta. Anh ta khong ndi chuyén véi anh. Khong bao giov. Hai anh hiéu chir?”
“Hiéu,” Carlson ni.

Ba liéc lai Stone.

“Hiéw,” Stone noi.

“Rét cir, hai anh ban tré. Bay i ¢6 phai anh dang bét giir bac siBeck?”

“Khong”

Ba quay vé phia ti. “Céu con doi cai gi?” ba gian dit néi véi toi. “Ching ta ra khoi ddy.”

Hester Crimstein khong n6i mdt i ndo cho dén khi ching ti yén vi trong chiéc limousine ctia ba.
“Céu mudn t6i tha cau xudng chd nio?” ba hoi.

To1 dua nguoi 1ai xe dia chi phong kham

“Ké cho t6i vé& cudc thim van,” Crimstein n6i. “Khong bo sot gi”

Toi thuat lai chi tiét cude ddi thoai véi Carlson va Stone hét sirc ¢6 thé. Hester Crimstein khong hé liéc mét nhin sang t6i. Ba iy ra mot quyén s ghi
chép trong ngay to hon vong eo ctia toi va bat dau doc hrdt qua.

“Vay nhitng birc anh vo cau,” ba ndi khi t6i ké xong. “Céu khong chup ching?””
“Khong”

“Va cau da ndi véi hai gi gibng nhau nhu duc didu d6?”

Toi git dau.

Ba lic déuj “Béc si. Luon Ia nhitng khach hang t& nhit.” Ba hit mot lon toc ra sau. “Dugc rdi, thé 1 ciu kho, nhung khong ngu. Céu néi cdu chua bao
g0 nhin thay nhitng birc anh nay trude day?”

“Chua bao gio.”
“Nhung khi ho hoi cu didu d6, cau cudi cing lai cAm bit?””

“Phai.”



“Tbt hon rdi,” ba gat dAu noi. “Cau chuyén vé viée cd 4y bi nhitng vét bim trong mot tai nan 6t6. N6 1 s that?”
“Xin 181, ba n6i gi kia?”

Crimstein gip cubn s0 ghi chép lai. “Nghe ndy... Beck, phai khong nhi? Shauna bao moi ngudi goi cdu ki Beck, vi vy cAu khong phién néu tdi cing goi
thé chir?”

“Khong”
“Tét. Nghe ndy, Beck, cdu I bac si, phai khong?”

“Phai.”

“CAu an cAn v6i bénh nhan?”’

“Toi cb duoc thé.”

“Toi khong. Dumdt chit cting khong. Cau mubn duge chidu chudng, iép tuc an kiéng va thué Richard Simmons. Vi vy hily bo qua tit ca nhimg Xin 161,
ba néi gi kia va thir 16i cho t6i va tat ca nhiing tro cam giac kho chiu kia di, duge chir? Chi tra 161 cau hoi ctia toi. Cau chuyén tai nan xe 6t6 cdu ké cho
ho. Thét khong?”

“That.”

“Boi vi bon nhén vién FBI s& kiém tra tat ca nhitng viéc d6. Cau biét didu d6, phai khong?”

“Toi bict.”

“Bugc rdi, on, iy ki & chd nay ching ta da rd rang,” Crimstein hit mdt hoi. “Vay ¢6 thé vo ciu da dé mdt ngudi ban chyp nhig birc anh d6,” ba noi,
doan chirng cac kha ning, “Vily do bao hiém hay gi d6. Trong trueong hop ¢d ay mudn kién. Piéu d6 nghe c6 vé hop 1y, néu nhur ngurdi ta can bang
chimg.”

Diéu d6 véi toi chéng hop 1y gi ca, nhung t6i gitt ¥ nghi d6 cho riéng minh.

“Vay cau hoi uno thir nhit: Nhirg biic anh d6 da ¢ dau, Beck?”

“Toi khong biét.”

“Dos thir hai va tres thir ba: Lam thé nio bon FBI ¢6 dugc ching? Tai sao bay gio nhitng buic anh nay lai xuét hién?”

Toi lic dau.

“Va quan trong nhaL bon ho dang ¢b budc t0i gi cho cau? Vo cau da chét duoc tam ndm. Hoi mudn cho chuyén budc t4i bao hanh cho nguoi chong,”
Ba ngdi lai va ngdm nghii v& viéc do trong vong mot hay hai phit. Roi ba ngude Ién va nhim vai. “Khong quan trong. Toi s& goi vai ct dién thoai va timra
dang c6 chuyén gi. Trong ic chd doi, dimng kho dai. Khong ndi gl véi bét cir ai. Cau hiéu chir?”

“Hiéu.”

Ba ngdi lai va nghi v& chuyén d6 thém mot ic. “Toi khong thich chuyén nay,” ba n6i. “Toi khong thich chuyén nay, khong mdt chit nao.”
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Chuong 12

Vao ngdy 12, thang Nam, nam 1970, Jeremiah Renway va ba ngudi ban cuc doan da cho nd bom tai khoa Hoa trudng dai hoc Eastern State. Tin don
tir Weather Underground ring cac nha khoa hoc thudc Iyrc Iwong quéan doi d str dung phong thi nghiém ctia trurdng dé tao ra mdt loai bom napalm manh
hon. Bén sinh vién, trong mdt con hirng khoi sang tao ddc dao da tu dat tén cho minh Ia Tiéng gao Ty do, quyét dinh dimng lén thyre hién vige d6 mdt
cach an tugng nhung ddy pho trwong,

Vo thoi diém do, Jeremiah Renway khong biét tin ddn thure hur thé ndo. Gidr ddy, hon ba muroi nam sau, ong nghi ngd nd. Khong quan trong. Vu nd
khong lam hur hai bat ctr thir gi trong phong thi nghiém  Tuy nhién, hai nhan vién bao vé cta truong da vap phai mot cai ti kha nghi. Khi mjt ngudi ning
cai tii Ién, né nd tung, chét ca hai.
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Ca hai déu c6 con.

Mot trong nhitng ddng sy “chién d4u vi tir do” cta Jeremiah bi bit hai ngiy sau do. Ong ta van ndm trong ti. Ngudi thir hai chét do bi ung thur rudt gia
nam 1989. Ngudi thir ba, Evelyn Cosmreer, bi bat nam 1996. C6 ta hién nam tii voi mirc 4n bay nim

Jeremia tau thoat vao rimg dém dé va khong bao gio liéu di ra. Ong gn nhur khong nhin thiy ngudi hay nghe dai, xem tivi Ong chi ding dién thoai mdt
Jan duy nhét - va d6 Ia trong truong hop khan cap. Mbi lién hé thure sy duy nhét ctia 6ng vi thé gidi bén ngoai 1a théng qua bao chi, tuy nhién nhitng gi
bao chi dang tai v& su kién xay ra & day tam ndm trudc déu sai ca.

Sinh ra va Ién Ién ¢ ving doi thép dudi chan nii phia Tay Bic Georgia, cha Jeremiah da day con trai minh tit ca cac k§ ning dé c thé song sot, tuy
nhién bai hoc quan trong hon tat thay chi don gian thé nay: Tin twéng vao tw nhién thi duoc, con ngudi thi khong, Jeremiah da quén bing bai hoc do trong
mot thoi gian. Gior ddy ng sdng bang 6.

So canh sat truy tim gan thanh phd minh sinh ra, Ji eremiah dén canh rimg & Pennsylvania. Ong cubc bd mot thoi gian, d6i chd cim trai mbi démhay hai
démmét lan, cho dén khi 6ng tinh cd phat hién ra khu hd Charmaine kha glé chiu va an toan. Khu cam trai ctia ho c6 dam gurong cii c6 thé vao trong d6
tri ngy duoc khi bén ngoai qua ban thiu. Khong may nguoi lai vang dén ho - phén Ion 1 vao miia hé, va ngay ca mia he thi cling chi nhiing ngay cudi
tuan. O day, 6ng san huou giét thit trong khung canh kha yén binh. Mot vai lan trong nam khi hd c6 ngudi str dung, dng don gién chi trén hodc di dich xa
Ién phia Tay mot cht.

Hoéc 6ng quan sat.

V6i nhitng dira tré thuong dén day, Jeremiah Renway 1 6ng Ba Bi.

Bay gios Jeremiah dimg yén di nhin canh sat di di lai lai trong nhitng chiéc 4o gié méu den. Ao gi6 ctia FBL. Nhin thiy ba chit c4i in hoa méu vang d6
van lam cho dau ng nhur bi mdt tru bang dép vao.

Khong ai budn cing cai dai bing vang khoanh khu vire ndy lai, ¢6 thé viné qua héo lnh. Renway d khong hé ngac nhién khi nguoi ta tim thiy nhing thi
thé. Phai, hai ngudi dan 6ng d bi chén sau va k§, nhung Renway biét nhiéu hon hét thay: bi it khong thich ndm nii dudi nt dat. Dong pham trude
day cta ong, Evelyn Cosmeer, d3 tir bién minh thanh mot ba me hoan toan binh thirdng & Ohio trude khi b bit, ciing hiéu diéu d6. Jeremiah khong thoat
khéi duoc sy trd tréu.

Ong trbn trong bui rim. Ong rét ranh nguy trang, Ho s& khong nhin thiy ong.

Ong nhé cai dém tam nam trure khi hai gi kia chét - nhiing tiéng sting nd bét thinh finh, tiéng xéng suc vao dat, tiéng rén 1i tir day huyét. Ong tham chi da
can nhéic ¢6 bao lai véi canh sat chuyén da xay ra - tat ca.

Nac danh, di nhién.

Nhung cudi cling ong khong mudn mao hiém Khong ai, sinh ra dé chiu canh nguc iy, Jeremiah biét, mic dumdt s séng sét duge qua kiép nan Ay.
Jeremiah khong thé. Ong co mot nglI01 emho tén la Penyda O tam nam trong nha ti lién bang, Perry bi giam trong mdt xa lim nhd ti hai mwroi ba gio' mdt
ngiy. Mot budi sang, Perry ¢ tur sat bang cach dap dau vao twong xi méng,

Jeremiah ciing s& nhur thé.

Vi vay 6ng ngdm chat miéng va khong 1am gi ca. Ciing da tam nam.

Nhung ongnghlve cdi démhomdo rat nhicu, Ongng}uve ngudi phy nit tré khoa than. Ong nghi vé nhimg g dang rinh rép. Ong nghi vé tran 4u da gan
cai xe. Ong nghi vé tiéng dap kinh ngudi ctia gd 1én da thit tran. Ong nghii vé& nguroi dan dng bi bo lai sap chét.

Va 6ng nghii vé nhirng 16 n6i dbi. Nhitng 1oi n6i dbi, hon it thay, 4m anh 6ng,
Ban dang doc truyén Dimg Noi Mot Ai duge ti mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuwong 13

Khi t6i quay lai phong kham, phong doi cht ctmg nhimg ngudi dang phan nan, sot rudt. Mot chie tivi bt lai cudn bang phim The Litte Mermaid, khi
hét bang thi ty dong tua va chiéu lai tir dAu, mau trong phim da bi mo va ran ran do phim dwoc chiéu qua nhidu. Sau nhing gi¢' & ciing nhan vién FBI,
tam trf t6i rit ddng cam v6i cudn bang, Toi cir nhéc di nhéc lai nhitng 1o ctia Carlson - anh ta 1 i tay cAm dau - dé cd nghii ra xemanh ta thyre sy mudn
g, nhung tat ca nhimg thir d6 chi im cho s viée cang udmva ky di hon. N6 ciing khién dau t6i dau nhur biia b.

“Nay, bac si.”
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Tyrese Barton bt ngd xuét hién. Anh méic mdt c4i quin rong ling thing cap tre Va cai trong gidng 4o Jacket qué cd hay c6 ¢ truong dai hoc, tht ca déu
duoc tao ra boi mot nha thiét ké ndo d6 t6i chura timg nghe tén nhung chiing miy chbc s& duroc biét dén.

“Chao, Tyrese,” toi noi.

Tyrese bt tay toi kiéu rét ric r6i, hoi giong mdt cudc trinh dién nhéy miia anh dn du con ti theo sau. Anh va Latisha c6 mot dira con trai séu tudi dat
tén la TJ. TJ bi nwic chimg bénh maiu khé dong. Thang bé cting bi mi. Toi gap n khi thang bé con am nglra nay duoc dwa khan cap vao bénh vién con
Tyrese may gidy sau thi bi bat. Tyrese ca quyt toi cru mang con trai anh vao ngay hom dé. Noéi the hoi qua.

Nhung cé € t6i thyre sy da ctru Tyrese.

Anh nghii chuyén d6 khién chiing t6i tré thinh ban be - nhur kiéu anh B mdt con sur tir va t6i | mdt con chudt ndo do da nhd céi gai ra khoi vubt ciia anh.
Anh sai.

Tyrese va Latisha khong két hon, nhung anh 1 mdt trong s6 nhirng nguoi cha hiém hoi toi gip & chd nay. Bit tay t6i xong, anh nhét cho t6i hai to mdt
tram dollar nhur the t6i1 la mdt tay quan Iy nha hang & Le Cirque.

Anh nhin t6i bang 4nh nit tin cdy. “Anh chim séc t6t cau bé cia toi tir gio nhé.”
“[‘J':”

“Anh 14 dinh cua dinh, bac si”” Anh dua cho t0i thm danh thiép khong tén, khong dia chi, khong chirc vu nghé nghiép. Chi mbt sb dién thoai di dong.
“Can bat ctr thur gi, goi.”

“T61 € luon nho,” t6i noL

Van anh mit dy. “Bét ct thir g, bac si”
Y,

‘C[‘J"”

Toi nhét tién vao tli. Ching t6i da lam nhu thé nity trong subt sau néim qua. Toi biét rét nhiéu nhitng ngudi budn ma tiy tir khi lim vige & dy; ti khong
biét ai con song sot dugc qua sau nam

Di nhién ti khong gi s6 tién. Toi dua Linda quyén cho qu tir thién ciia chi. C6 thé khong hop phép, t0i biét, nhung t0i nghi, tién vao quy tir thign hon
la mt ke buon ma tly. Toi khong biét Tyrese ¢4 bao nhicu tién. Tuy nhién, anh luén c6 xe hoi mdi - anh chudng nhing chiéc BMW c6 ctra trén gan kinh
mau - va quan 4o cta thang nhoc nha anh thi dét tién hon bat cr thir i tri ngu trong ti quan 4o ca toi. Nhung, hoi 61, me thing bé duoc Trocap Y t
bao tron, vi vy nhitng lan dén kham Ia dugc mién phi.

Phat dién lén dugc, toi biét.

Pién thoai di dong ctia Tyrese d6 nhac chudng hiphop gi d6.

“Nghe cude goi nay da, bac sia. Chuyén lam an.”

“U,” t6i lai noi.

Thinh thoang t6i cling thure sy phat dién. Ai lai khong chir? Nhung khi tAm trang r6i rim qua roi, con lai nhing dira tré. Ching dau. Toi khéng dinh tat ca
bon tré déu tuyét voi. Ching khong the. Toi thinh thoang dicu tri cho nhitng dira t6i bit - bict - ot cude s€ thanh nguoi khong tot. Nhung tré em - néu
khong phai la gi khac nita - can duoc giip do. Ching yeu duoi va khong ¢ kha nang tu v¢. Tin ti di, t6i da chirng kien bao nhi€u su kién c6 thé lam
doi thay quan niém vé con nguoi cua ban.

Vi vy t6i tap trung tim huyét cho tré em

Toi dinh chi im vige dén trura, nhung dé bu lai khodng thoi gian FBI chiém mt, i tiép bénh nhéin dén tin ba giv. Khong c6 gi a la, toi nghii vé cudc
tham van sudt ca ngdy. Nhimg birc hinh Elizabeth, hinh anh co thé bi bicn dang, bi danh dap, ctr bat thinh linh 16e trong dau t6i nhu mdt thir dnh sing
nhap nhay ky quéc.

Ai c6 thé biét vé nhirng burc anh do?

Cau trd 1o, khi t0i danh thoi gian suy nghi, trd nén 10 rang doi chit. Toi nhodi nguoi vé phia trude va nhée dign thoai Ién. Toi da khong nhan s6 ndy bao
nam r6i, nhung t6i van nhd.

“Studio Schayes,” mdt phy nit tra loi.
“Xin chao, Rebecca.”

“Pd quy tha ma bét. Cau khoe khong, Beck?””



“Khoe. Cau thé nao?”

“Khong tdi. Ban nhu quy.”

“Cau lim viéc nhidu qua.”

“PAu c6 nita. Té két hon ndm ngodi roi.”
“Té biét. Xin 161 t& khong dén dugc.”

“V6 van.”

“U. Nhung di1 sao ciing chiic mirmg.”

“Vay c6 chuyén gi?”’

“Té can hoi ciu vé ci nay,” toi noi.

“[‘I 2

“V& vu tai nan 0t0.”

Toi nghe thdy mdt tiéng vang nho nho. Roi im ling,

“Céu c6 nhé vu tai nan 616 khong? Cai vu trude khi Elizabeth bi giét 4y?”
Rebecca Schayes, ban thin nhét ctia vo t0i, khong tra 1oi.

Toi héing giong, ““Ai 14i xe?”

“Cai gi?”” C6 khong ndi vao dién thoai. “Pugc r6i, doida.” ROi quay lai vdi toi: “Nghe ndy, Beck, t& ¢6 chit chuyén & day. Lat nita t& goi lai cho cau
dugc khong?”

“Rebecca...”

R&i dién thoai ngt.

Day 1a sy that vé tham kich: n6 tdt cho tim hdn.

Su thét I, t6i tré thanh nguoi tt hon nhos nhitng cai chét. Néu trong céi i 6 cai may, phi thira nhin cai may ndy hoi nh bé. Nhung c6 may. Diéu o
khong c6 nghia 14 né dang vy hay mbt cube doi chac cong bang hodc dai loai the, nhung t6i bict t6i I ngudi t6t hon so voi trude kia. Toi nhay cam hon
voi nhitng thir bict 1a quan trong, Toi tham thia hon n6i dau ctia con nguoi.

C6 mdt thoi - bay gid nghe thi budn curdi - t0i rét hay lo nghi khong biét minh  thanh vién cau lac b ndo, minh i loai xe ndo, minh dén kén twong tim
béng dai hoc ndo - tat ca nhitng trd d6 dan dia vi xa hoi d6. To6i mudn trd thanh mot béc si phiu thuat vi nd khién thién ha ngy ngét than phuc. T6i muon
giy an tugng voi nhitng ké duoc goi 1 ban be. Toi muon trd thanh mdt nhan vét tam cd.

Nhur t6i n6i ddy, budn cuoi.

Mot s6 ¢6 thé viin lai réing s tién b ctia ban thén ti don gién chi 1 vén dé trurong thanh. Mot phin ndo d6, dting thé. Va phan I6n nhitg doi thay B
nhd thue € t6i gio ddy 1 chinh minh. Elizabeth va t0i 2 mOt d6i, mot thire the don nhat. Nang t6t dén ndi tdi ¢6 the khong tot may cling duoc, nhu the
tinh t0t clia nang ning ca hai ching t6i Ién, va hai chiing t61 tot ngang nhau, hai hoa.

Hon nita, cai chét | mdt ngudi thy vi dai. N6 chi qua khiic nghiét thoi.

T6i w6c minh ¢6 thé 161 vi ban, qua thamkich d6 t6i da kham pha duoc mot thir chan Iy tuyét d6i dén mirc c6 thé lam ddi doi nhitng ai chua timg nhin
ra, va t0i c6 thé truyén lai cho ban. Nhung t6i da khong tim duoc cach noi. Nhimng 61 sdo rong duroc t6i 101 ra ap dung - con nguoi quan trong cude sbng
quy gia, xem trong vat chit duoc danh gia cao qua mirc, nhitng thir nho nhat tAm thudng co ¥ nghia quan trong, song trong khoanh khéic hién tai - va toi
nhic di nhic lai nhirng thir d6 vi ban ﬁen ndi phét ngan lén duoc. Ban ling nghe, nhung ban s& khong tiép thu. Tham kich lam hén n6 vao trong dau
ban. Tham kich khic sau né Ién tAm hon ban. Ban c6 thé khong hanh phiic hon. Nhung ban s€ t6t hon.

Diéu khién tit ¢ nhitng chuyén nity cang mia mai hon B ti vin ludn we gia nhu Elizabeth c6 thé nhin thiy ti bay gior. Méic cho rat mudn, 0i khong tin
ngudi chét doi theo ching ta hay bat cir kiéu turong trong nao twong ty nhim an ti ma ching ta ty thuyt phuc minh tin vao. Toi tin nhirng ngudi chét da
ra di vinh vien. Nhung t6i khong thé dirng duoc y nghi: Co g, gio day, toi xing dang dugc c6 nang,

M6t nguoi sting dao hon c6 thé tu hoi liéu d6 ¢6 phai Iy do ning quay trd vé.



Rebecca Schayes a mdt nhiép énh gia twr do thanh cong By lmg Tac pham cuia c6 xut hign trén hét théy cac tap chi ndi tiéng quen thudc, tuy nhién kha
1ap di, ¢6 chuyén chup dan ong. Céc van dong vién thé thao chuyen nghiép dong y xuat hién trén trang bia, chéng han, GQ thuong d€ nghi ¢6 bam may.
Rebecca thich dlia so treong ctia ¢6 ¢ co the dan 6ng 14 nho “ca doi nghién ctru cao do”.

Toi tim thAly studio cuia 0 trén Phd 23 Tay, céch Ga Penn khong xa Eim. Toa nha dang kho chira hang xiu xi gom ghiéc boc mii hoi thdi tir ngya va
nhitng c6 xe doc mA cua Central Park tri ngy & tang trét. Toi bo khong di thang may chuyén dé€ chd hang hda ma 1én thang bo.

Rebecca dang voi va di ra hanh lang. Theo sat ¢0, mdt tro 1y gy g mac d6 den voi doi canh tay minh khanh va b rdu lo tho kéo 1é hai cai vali bang
nhém Toc Rebecca van roi, nhur ki€u xu Ién gidn dir va loa x0a tiy y. Hai mat xanh, cach nhau mot quang rong, va néu c6 gi da thay d6i ¢ ¢o trong tam
nam qua, toi khong hé nhan ra.

C6 gin nhu khong bude cham lai khi nhin thy t6i. “Khong phai ic, Beck.”

“HE trong,” t61 noi.

“Té phai di chup. Noi sau duge khong?”’

“Khong,”

C6 dimng lai, thi thAm gi d6 véi tay trg Iy van dd den céu bén kia, rdi n6i, “Pugc 16, theo t6.”

Studio cia ¢6 ¢6 trén cao va twong xi ming son tring. Pay nhitng 6 ¢6 dén, man chéin sang mau den va 6 cimdién c6 ddy ndi dai ngodn ngoco khip
moi chd. Rebecca nghich nghich c4i hop dung phim may anh v ban ron.

“Keé cho t& vé vu tai nan xe 6t6 do,” t61 ndi.

“Té khong hiéu chuyén ndy, Beck.” Co mo cai hop nho, dat xubng, dong nip hop lai, rdi lai m6 ra. “Ching ta hau nhur khong n6i chuyén trong, bao
nhiéu nhi, tdm nam? Bat thinh linh cdu lai &m anh vé mdt vy tai nan xe hoi ttr ngay xwra?”

Toi khoanh tay lai va cho doi.

“Tai sao, Beck? Cudi cing I 1n ndy. Tai sao c4u lai mudn biét?”

“Ké cho t6.”

C5 van ngoanh di. Mai toc rdi xda pht dén nira mit ¢6, nhung c6 khong budn vudt ra sau. “Té nhd ¢d dy,” ¢ ndi. “Va t& ciing nhé cau.”
Toi khong dap lai.

“T6 da goi,” ¢6 ndi.

“Té biét.”

“Té ¢b giir lién lac. T6 mubn & bén.”

“Té6 xin I6i,” t6i noi. Va toi cam thiy c6 10i thyre. Rebecca da 1 ban than nhat ciia Elizabeth. Ho ¢ ciing nhau trong mdt cin h gin Washington Square
Park trude khi ching t61 két hon. Toi & ra phai tra 101 dién thoai ctia 6 hay moi ¢6 lai nha hay ¢6 gang chut . Nhung khong,

NG&i dau c6 thé ich ky dén qua quét.

“Elizabeth n6i vi t6, hai cau bi mot tai nan xe hoi nhé,” t6i ndi tiép. “D6 1 16i ctia co Ay, co Ay bao thé. C6 dy khong nhin duong, Thét thé khong?”
“Chuyén do bay gio thi thay d6i dugc gi?”

“Rét nhiu thir.”

“Nhirng gi?”

“Cau s cai g, Rebecca?”

Bay gio t6i phién ¢6 im ling,

“C6 tai nan hay khong?”

Vai c6 sum xudng nhur thé thir gi 6 bén trong da bi dit giy. C6 hit sdu va cli mit xudng, “Té khong biét.”

“Y chu 1A sao, cAu khong biét?”



“Co ay cling bao voi t6 la tai nan 6t6.”
“Nhung cau khong c6 mat ¢ d6 u?”

“Khong Té di ving, Beck a. Mot dém 6 vé nha, va Elizabeth da c6 & d6. C6 4y bi bam tim. Té hoi chuyén gi da xay ra. C6 4y bao voi t6 bi tai nan 6t0
va néu co ai hdi, thi ndi chung t& da ¢ cling nhau trén xe 6t6 clia to.”

“Néu ¢6 ai hoi?”
Rebecca cubi ciing ngude én. “T6 nghi'y c6 4y i cau, Beck.”
Toi ¢b ging tiéu hoa chuyén ny. “Vay chuyén gi thuc sy da xay ra?”
“C6 ay khong noi.”

“Céu c6 dua co dy t6i gip bac sikhong?”

“Cb 4y khong cho t6 1am thé.” Rebecca nhin t6i bang anh mét la King. “T6 van khong hiéu. Tai sao bay gio cau lai hoi t¢ chuyén nay?”
Pung ndi mit ai.

“Té chi ¢6 tim hiéu k hon.”

C6 git dau, nhung c6 khong tin t6i. Khong ai trong hai chiing toi ¢6 kha ning ndi ddi diéu uyén.
“Céu c6 chup c4i anh ndo cho c6 4y khong?”” toi hoi.

“Aph?”

“Nhitng vét thurong ctia ¢6 dy. Sau vu tai nan.”

“Chtia 01, khong. Tai sao t6 lai im thé?”

M6t cau hoi hay khing khiép. Toi ngdi nghii vé chuyén d6. Toi khong biét trong bao lau.
“Beck?”

Q7

“Trong cau t€ kinh.”

“Céau thi khong,” t6i ndi.

“Té dang yéu.”

“Tinh yéu hop véi cau.”

‘Camon.”

“Anh 4y c6 t6t khong?”

“Dinh cla cac loai dinh.”

“C6 I8 anh Ay ximg v6i cau.”

“C6 18.” C6 ngodi ngudi t6i va hon Ién mé t6i. Cam giac rat d& chiu, thodi méi. “C6 chuyén gi xay ra a?”
Lén nay toi chon sy that. “T6 khong biét.”
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Shauna va Hester Crimstein ngdi trong vin phong ludt hao nhoang & khu gan trung tAm. Hester ndi chuyén dién thoai xong va dat lai 6ng nghe 1én gi4 dién
thoai.

“Chéing ai chiu néi gi nhié,” Hester noi.

“Nhung ho khong bét giam ciu 4y?”

“Khong. Van chua.”

“Vay chuyén gi dang xay ra?”” Shauna hoi.

“Nhitng gi t6i ¢6 thé néi, ho nghi Beck giét vo cau dy.”

“Thén kinh,” Shauna n6i. “Cau 4y & trong bénh vién, gio khoc thdng thiét. Thing KillRoy dién dai kia bay gi&r doi ngay tir hinh.”
“Khong phéi vi ti giét co dy,” ludt sur dap lai.

“Sao co?”

“Kellerton bi tinh nghi giét it nhét murdi tim phu ni¥. Hn thi nhén nurdi bon, nhung ho chi ¢6 vira du bang chimg dé truy t va két 4n hin giét muoi hai.
The la du. Y t6i Ia, mdt ngurdi can bao nhi€u cai an tir hinh?”

“Nhung moi nguoi biét héin giét Elizabeth.”

“Dinh chinh: moi ngudi da biét.”

“T6i khong hiéu. Lam thé nao ho ¢6 thé nghi Beck lién quan t6i chuyén nay?”

“Toi khong biét,” Hester ndi. Ba gic chan 1én ban va dit tay ra sau du. “ft nhét, van chira. Nlumg chiing ta s& kén tinh thin canh giac cao d9.”
“Thé ndo?”

“DAu tién, ching ta phai gid dinh FBI theo ddi timg budc di cta cau dy. Nghe trom dién thoai, gidm sat, kiéu thé.”

“Vay?’

“Vay, y chi 1 sao?”

“Céau fiy vo t0i, Hester. Hay d8 bon ho theo doi.”

Hester ngudc 1én va e dau. “Dumg ngay tho.”

“N6i thé ngiia 1a thé quéi gi?”

“Nghia Ia néu bon ho ma quay dugc cau éy dang an tritg vao bira sang, ho c6 thé rut ra vai két luan. Cau éy phai cin trong. Nhung con c6 gi d6 nira.”
“Caigi?”

“FBI s& bam Beck.”

“Nhur thé nao?”

“Biét thé quéii ndo durge, nhung tin t0i di, bon ho s& bam. Bon ho dang c6 himg véi ban ctia chi. Va da tim nim roi. Thé ¢ nghia | bon ho tuyét vong,
FBI tuyét vong la cai lii xau xa, cha dap 1én moi quyen duoc quy dinh theo hién phap.”

Shauna ngdi lai va nghi dén nhirg email la ky “Elizabeth” giri.
“Sao?”” Hester néL

“Khong co gi.”

“Pmg c6 gidu t6i, Shauna.”

“O day 61 dau phai than chi.”

“Chi n6i Beck khong ké véi toi tat ca moi thir?”

Mot ¥ nghii vut dén voi Shauna ring c6 thir g d6 dang so dang ap dén. C6 nghi thém chit nita, nghién ngdm y nghi d6 & vai khia canh khac nhau, ning



1én dit xubng mit lic.

C6 vé hop Iy, va Shauna hy vong - khong, nguyén cau - ¢ sai. C6 dimg 1én va voi va tién vé phia cira. “Toi phai di.”
“Chuyén gi thé?”

“Hoi than chit cta ba.”

Pric vu Nick Carlson va Tom Stone dt minh lén ding chie di viing ma Beck vira lic trude bj qua khir nudt chimg, Kim Parker, me Elizabeth, ngdi doi
dién voi ho, tay dat nghiém nghi trén dui. Khuon mit ba 1a mot chiéc mét na bang sap, lanh cing, Hoyt Parker di t6i di ui.

“Vay ¢6 chuyén gi quan trong dén ndi hai nguroi khong néi duoc qua dién thoai?”” Hoyt hoi.
“Ching t6i mu6n hoi dng mot vai cau hoi,” Carlson noi.

“V& chuyén gi?”

“Con gai 6ng.”

Ca hai sing nguoi.

“Cu thé hon, ching ti xin phép hoi dng vé mdi quan hé ctia ¢d Ay voi chong, bac si David Beck.”
Hoyt va Kim liéc nhin nhau. “Tai sa0?”” Hoyt hoi.

“C6 lién quan dén modt van dé hién dang con & trong vong diéu tra.”

“Vén dé gi? N6 chét da tamnam Ké giét né by gio dang doi bi tir hinh.”

“Xin vui long, thanh tra Parker. Ching ta ¢ ddy ctng mot phe.”

Cin phong tinh king. D6 mdi Kim Parker mong dinh va run run. Hoyt nhin vo rdi git dau voi hai diic vu.
Carlson nhin chim chidm vao Kim “Ba Parker, ba md ti mdi quan hé gjita con gii ba va chong c6 4y nhur thé nao?”
“Ching n6 rat than thiét, rat thwong yéu nhau.”

“Khong c6 van dé gi?”

“Khong,” ba néi. “Khong co.”

“Ba ¢6 c6 rang béc si Beck 1 mot ngudi bao Iuc khong?”

Ba nhin simg sdt. “Khong, khong bao gio.”

Ho nhin Hoyt. Hoyt gat dau tan thanh.

“Theo nhur 6ng biét, bac siBeck ¢6 bao giy danh con gai ng ba khong?”

“Caigico?”

Carlson ¢b giing né nu cudi than thién. “Xin 6ng chi tra 101 cau hoi.”

“Khong bao gio,” Hoyt ndi. “Khong ai danh con gai toi.”

“Ong chic chdn?”

Giong ong kién quyét. “Rét chic.”

Carlson nhin Kim “Ba Parker?”

“N6 yéu con bé vo cling.”

“T6i hiéu diéu do, thua ba. Nhung rt nhiéu gi danh vo ty nhan yéu thuong vo minh.”

“N6 chua bao gio danh con bé.”

Hoyt dimng bude. “Chuyén gi dang dién ra & day?”



Carlson nhin Stone mdt . “Tdi mudn cho hai ngurdi xem mdt sb bire anh, néu 6 thé. Ching s& giy bbi rdi mdt chit, nhung toi nghf quan trong,”
Stone dra cho Carlson chiéc phong bi nhira. Carlson md ra. Timg cai mot, anh ta ddt nhiing tAm anh Elizabeth bi tham tim lén chiéc ban udng ca phé.
Anh ta doi nhin cho doi mot phan img. Kim Parker, nhu dy doan, thdt ra mot tiéng kéu nho. Mt Hoyt Parker dwong nhu xung dot véi chinh nd, cubi
ctng biéu 19 s trdng rong xa xam

“Anh lAy d4u ra nhirg ci nay?”” Hoyt nhe nhang hoi.

“Trudc kia dng da thiy ching chua?”

“Chura bao gi,” 6ng néi. Ong nhin vo. Ba lc dau.

“Nhung t6i nhé nhitng vét tham tim,” Kim Parker noi.

“Khi nao?”

“T6i khong nho chinh xéc. Khong lu trude khi con bé chét. Nhung t6i nhin thiy ching, ching it - ba tim tir - “hon.”

“Con gi ba c6 ndi vi sao ¢d Ay bi thé khong?”

“N6 bao n6 bi tai nan 6t6.”

“Ba Parker, ching ti da kiém tra cong ty bao hiém ctia con gii ba. C6 dy chura bao gior bao lai mdt vu tai nan 6t6 nao. Ching t6i d kiém tra hd so chd
canh sat. Khong c6 ai doi c6 ay phai boi thuong. Khong c6 nhan vién canh sat ndo tirng dién vao mot bién ban.”

“Vay y hai nguoi la gi?” Hoyt chen vao.

“Don gian thé ny: Néu con gai hai ngurdi khong b tai nan 6t6, im thé ndo ¢6 4y bi nhitng vét tham tim nay?”
“Anh nghii chong n6 danh n6?”

“D6 1a gia thuyét ma ching t6i dang dé ra.”

“Dua vao cai gi?””

Hai nguoi dan 6ng kia ngdp ngimg. Su ngap ngimg no6i 1én mot trong hai diéu: khong n6i trrde mat nguoi phu nit nay hay khong n6i trude mit nguoi
khong lam viéc trong nganh. Hoyt quyét dinh tiép chuyén. “Kim, minh c6 phién néu t6i ndi chuyén riéng véi hai dic vu ddy mot It dwoc khong?”

“Khong hé.” Ba dimg ddy trén doi chan run run va loang choang di vé phia cau thang, “Em s& & trong phong ngi.”
Khi ba di khuét, Hoyt n6i, “Pugc 16, ti nghe day.”
“Chung t6i khong nghi bac si Beck chi danh con gai 6ng,” Carlson néi. “Chiing t6i nghii anh ta giét ¢o dy.”

Hoyt nhin Carlson rdi Stone va 1di lai Carlson, nhur thé chd doi diém git. Khi khong c6 gi xudt hién, ong ngdi xudng ghé. “T6t hon 1 anh nén bt dau giai
thich di.”
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Elizabeth con gidu ti chuyén gi nita?

Khi di xubng Pai 1 10 v phia bai d6 xe, ti lai 6 giing xua di hinh anh tir nhing tdm anh Kia, coi ching don thudn chi & thir chyp lai nhitng vét thwong
tai nan xe ctia nang, T6i nl}é Elizabeth da tho o thé nao voi toan b sy vige vao lic d6. Chi Ia mit vu va cham nho théi ma, nang ndi. Khong ¢ gi nghiém
trong ca. Khi t6i hdi chi tiét, nang mot nure gat di.

Gid day t6i biét nang da n6i dbi toi.

Toi c6 thé noi véi ban Elizabeth chua bao gity ni déi tdi, nhung diéu d6 c6 1& 1, nhos kham phé gin ddy soi roi, mt lun ctr khong thuyét phyc Em. Tuy
nhién, day 1 11 n6i déi dAu tién ma 61 biét. Toi doan ca hai ching t6i déu c6 nhitng bi mat cta minh.


http://ebookfull.net

Khi dén bai dd xe, t6i phét hién thiy thir gi d6 hoi la - hay t6i mudn néi, ai d6 hoi la. O d6, chd goc duong, mdt gi van 4o khodc ndu.
Ga dang nhin to.

Va gi trong quen dénky quic. Toi khong biét 13 ai, nhung VAn c6 cam giac bt it kiéu déja vu. Toi da gip gi dan éng nay rdi. Tham chi ngay sang
nay. O dau? Téi luc lai sy kién trong budi sang va tim thiy g trong tri nhé nhat nhoa ctia minh.

Khi ti I4i xe tat lai bén dudng mua ca phé vao lic tim gid. Ga dan ong van 4o khoac ndu kia d c6 mit & d6. O bai dd xe clia Starbucks.

Toi ¢6 chic khong?

Khong, di nhién khong Téi liéc sang chd khac va voi di lai chd quiy ngudi phyc vu. Nguoi phue vu chd bai db xe - bang tén ctia anh ta ghi Carlo - dang
xemtivi va an sandwich. Anh ta van dan mét vao man hinh tivi nira phot roi moi liéc sang toi. Rdi anh ta cham chap phuii phii nhitng méu vun banh trén
tay xubng, Ky vé ctia toi, dong ddu. Toi nhanh chéng tré tién cho anh ta va anh ta dira t6i chia khoa xe.

G van do khoac ndu van & d6.

T6i cb khong nhin vé phia g3 khi budc lai xe minh. Téi vao xe, nd méy, va khi dén Dai 16 10, t6i nhin vao guong chiéu hau.

Ga van 4o khoac ndu khong méy may liéc t6i. Toi van quan sat gi cho dén khi & sang West Side Highway. Ga khong nhin vé phia toi. Hoang twong, Toi
chi hoang tudng dé hoi thoi.

Vay tai sao Elizabeth lai néi déi t6i?

T6i nghii vé chuyén d6 va ching di dén duoc két luan gi.

Van con ba tiéng nira moi t6i lic thong diép Bat Street xuat hién. Ba tiéng, Troi, t6i cAn phéi thu giéin dau 6c. Nghi ngoi qua nhiéu xem thir gi rdi s& xudt
hién sau rot &' cai mbi n6i nhd mang Internet kia khién bung t6i quén 1én dit doi.

T6i biét minh phai lim gi. Toi chi dang ¢ tri hoan didu khong thé tranh duroc.

Khi t6i v& dén nha, ong dang ngdi & chiée ghé quen thude, mot minh. Tivi tt. Co y ta dang phun lién tuc tiéng Niga trén dién thoai. C ta khong am duoc
viée. Toi s& phai goi dén chd mbi gioi va yéu cau thay nguoi.

Mot vai méu trimg nhd con dinh trén khée miéng dng, vi vy t6i Fy khiin mii soa ra va nhe nhang lau di. Anh it ching t0i gip nhau, nhung mit 6ng dén
chat vao thir gi d6 xa xam dang sau t6i. Toi nhin thay tat ca ching t6i ¢ cho khu ho. Ong dang thure hién tur the giam can trude-va-sau dac bict yéu thich.
Ong quay sang m0t bén, ngdi sup xubng, udn cai bung mémdéo ra, va hét “Trude!” va roi hit manh mdt cai, gp nguoi lai va hét “Sau!l”. Ong thure hién
cue dicu nghé. Cha t6i s€ cudi toang Ién. Cha c6 tieng cudi gion tan va de lay lan nhat. N6 1a sy gii phong hoan toan trong co the. Toi cing da ting co
tiéng cuoi d6. N6 da chét cing cha. To61 khong bao gio ¢6 thé cudi nhur thé mdt 1an nita. Du thé ndo, n6 cé vé xtic pham.

Nghe tiéng toi, 6 y ta voi dap dién thoai va curdi toe toét gidu bién n6 vao phong, T6i khong cuoi dap lai.

T6i quan sat cira ting him. Toi van dang tri hoan viéc khong thé tranh dugc.

Khong chan chir thém nira.

“O lai clng 6ng,” t6i n6i.

C6 y t cti dau chao va ngdi xudng,

Te‘i’ng ham nay da dugc thiét ké vao thoi ky ma nguoi ta chua t;hiét ké ting hdm va gio 1& ]é’thé. Mot témthéml(”)ng tirng ¢6 mau nau bi thing lg:) ché va
bicn dang do ngamnu6e. Gach tréng gia lam tir thir chat liéu tong hop ky di nao d6 duoc gin lén bire twong trat hac in. Mot vai vién da roi xuong tam
tham 16ng; mdt s6 khac nita ung lay, nhur nhitng cai ¢t cuia Acropolis.

Gitra phong, mau xanh I cdy ctia céi ban choi bong ban da bién thanh thir miu xanh luc dang rét hop thoi. Ludi ngin bj réch trong gidng nhu nhimg
churdng ngai vat sau khi quan doi Phap can quét qua. Nhitng cai vot choi bi thio ra thanh g6 wun.

Mot vai thing cac tong day nhitng nAm mbc it trén c4i ban bong ban. Mot 10 nhitng thir khéc chét dong & géc phong. Quén 4o cii & trong hop dyng
quan 4o. Kh‘éng phai cta Elizabeth. Slmma va Linda da don sach chung dih¢ t6i. Bi long tot xui khién, t61 nghi the. Nhung mdt sO hdp khac dung vai do
lat vat cii. D6 ctia nang. Toi khong thé virt ching di, va 61 khong thé dé nguoi khac gitr ching. Toi khong 13 vi sao. Mot s6 thir ching ta dong goi lai,
nhét vao cho trong cling ctia tl, khong bao gio mong thay lai - nhung chiing ta khong thé budc minh vit di. Nhu gidc mo, t6i cho 1 the.

Toi khong chic minh dé n6 & du, nhung toi biét nd & d6. Toi bt dau luc xem nhitng bire anh cfi, mot n nita ngoanh mit di. Toi lam vie d6 khd tot,
ctr budng cho thoi gian trdi qua, nhimg tm anh d6 khong con khién dau dén nhiéu nira. Khi tdi nhin thy Elizabeth va t6i chup cing nhau trong mot vai
anh dung tam Polaroid mau téo Iyc, ¢t nhu thé t6i dang nhin vao nhitng ngudi xa la.

To1 ghét lam viéc nay.



T6i thoc sau hon vao cai hop. Pau ngon tay toi cham phai thir gi d6 Jam bang ni, va t6i kéo chit cai théu trén bo dong phuc tennis thoi cép ba cta nang
1én. Mim curoi budn ba, t6i nhé dén doi chin ram ndng ciia nang va hinh anh bim toc nang tung 1én khi nang chii ngudi ve phia tAm 6. Trén san, mt
nang nghiém nghi tap trung cao do. D6 1 cach mi Elizabeth ha duoc ban. Nang sé hitu kha kha nhiing ¢t vut sat dat va giao bong kha 6n, nhung cai
nang nang Ién trén ddm ban cting 16p chinh 14 sy tap trung do.

Toi can than dit chit c4i d6 xubng va bt dau thoc tay vao lai. Toi thy c4i minh dang tim kiém dudi day hop.

Quyén s6 ghi chép hang ngay ctia nang,

Canh sét d& muon ¢6 6 sau vu bét coc. Hay nhur t6i duoc ké thé. Rebecca ghé qua ciin hd va gitip ho tim. Toi cho rang ho tim kiém du mbi trong d6 -
ciing 14 vi€c t61 sap lam - nhung khi thi thé xuat hién voi chit K dong dau, ho ¢6 & da thoi.

Toi nghi v& chuyén do6 chut it - viée lim thé ndo moi thir gin mot cach hoan hao véi KillRoy - va mdt y nghi khac vut dén trong dau t6i. Toi chay én cau
thang dén cho may tinh va kén mang, Toi tim dia chi trang web cua Ban An ninh thanh phé New York. C6 hang ti thir ¢ d6, gom ca tén va s dién thoai
to1 can.

Toi thoat mang va goi dén Nha ti Briggs.

Do 1a nha ti giam KillRoy.

Khi nghe doan giéi thiéu qua thu m sén, t6i nhin s& may 1é thich hop va dugc nbi may. Ba hdi chudng sau, mit nguoi dan 6ng tra 1o, “Phé giam dbc trai
Brown nghe.”

T6i ni v6i 6ng ta mudn dén thiam Elroy Kellerton.

“Va 6ng 1a?” dng ta hoi.

“Bac si David Beck. Vo 61, Elizabeth Beck, la mdt trong nhitng nan nhin cuia hén.”
“T6i hiéu.” Brown ngdp ngimg, “T6i c6 thé hoi muc dich chuyén dén thiim cia 6ng?”
“Khong”

Su yén lang lai tran ngdp dién thoai.

“T6i ¢6 quyén dén tham héin néu hén sin long gip t61,” tdi noi.

“Vang, di nhién, nhung ddy 1 mot 1i yéu cu cyc ky bat binh thuong”

“Dii sa0 t6i van yéu cau 6ng diéu d6.”

“Thu tuc thong thurong Ia cd ludt sur ciia 6ng di cung...”

“Nhung t6i khong phai thé,” t0i cit ngang, Toi biét dugce diéu nay tai mdt trang web noi vé quyén clia nan nhan - rang tr t0i ¢ thé yéu cau. Néu
Kellerton san long gap t6i, t6i duge gap. “Toi chi muon ndi chuyén voi Kellerton. Ong ¢6 gid thaim nom vao ngay mai, phai khong?”

“Phai, chiing t6i c6.”

“Vay néu Kellerton dng y, ngdy mai ti s& dén. Viéc d6 ¢6 van dé g khong?”

“Khong, thua 6ng, Néu hin dong y, khong c6 vin dé gi.”

T6i cam on Ong ta rdi gac may. Toi dang hanh dong, Cam thy d& chiu kinh khing,

Quyen s ghi chép hang ngiy ndm trén ci ban canh toi. Toi lai dang tranh nd, boi cling ¢6 thé gy dau dén nhu mt birc anh hay tiéng noi dugc thu am,
chit viét tay tham chi con t0i t& hon, thdm chi con riéng tur theo 16i truc tiép hon. Nhing chir cai viét hoa nhd cao vitt kén cua Elizabeth, kiéu viét cimg

cap hai chi¥ c4i t va s bang céch gach chéo, qua nhidu nét chan gitta cac chit c4i, cai kiéu tat ca déu nghiéng vé bén phai...

Toi mit mot gir dé xemnd. Elizabeth rat ciin k&. Nang khong viét tit nhidu qua. Diéu khién t6i ngac nhién I t6i hiéu rd vo toi dén mirc ndo. Moi thir déu
13 rang va khong he c6 chit bat ngd nao. That ra, chi cé mdt cudc hen ma t6i khdng 15 lam

Ba tuln trude khi nang chét, c6 mdt muc chi ghi: PF.
Va mot s dién thoai khong c6 mé ving.

Lubn nghi nang dic biét chi tiét & tit ca moi diém, t6i thdy muc nay hoi dang ban tam Toi khong ¢4 ti manh mdi cai i vimg kia 6 thé | gi. Cude dién
thoai duoc goi vao tim nim trude. Ma ving da duoc phan lai va thay doi vai lan ké tir khi do.



Toi thir s6 201 nhung khong goi durgc. Toi thir 973. Mot phu nit 16n tudi tra 1oi. Toi bao ba vira duge mdt sudt dat nua bao New York Post dai han
mién phi. Ba n6i tén ba. Chir céi dau tién trong ho va tén khong trimg, Téi thir 212, mdt thanh pho. Va do 13 noi toi bat tring,

“Van phong ludt su Peter Flannery,” mdt phu nit vira ndi vira ngap.

“Xin cho t6i n6i chuyén véi 6ng Flannery.”

“Ong dy ¢ toa 4n.”

(Cb ta ndi nghe con chan hon nhung khong phai khong c6 mdt nét diic biét nao d6. Toi nghe rét nhiéu tiéng 6n phia dau diy bén kia.
“T6i mudn c6 mdt cude hen v6i dng Flannery.”

“Ong hoi dép lai 101 quang ca0?”

“Quang c40?”

“Ong bi hai?”

“Phai,” toi noi. “Nhung toi khong thiy quang cao gi. Mot ngudi ban gii thidu luat su. DAy 1 mdt vu hanh nghé y bt can. Téi di chira tri do mdt canh tay
bi gily va bay gio t61 khong ctr dong duoc canh tay do. Toi bi mat vige. Con dau kéo dai mii mai.”

C6 ta sip xép cho t6i mdt cude hen vao chidu hom sau.

Toi dt dién thoai Ién gid va cau miy. Elizabeth ¢6 thé im gi véi mot tay ludt sw mat hang chuyén xti bay kién tung nhur Flannery?
Tiéng dién thoai am t6i giat bén minh. Toi vo Ky cai dién thoai khi né chira d6 hét hdi chudng dAu tién.

“Alb,” 161 ndi.

D¢ 1a Shauna. “Céu dang ¢ dau?” ¢ hoi

“Cau can dén day ngay lap tirc,” co noi.

Ban dang doc truyén Pung Noi Mot Ai dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuwong 16

Pic vu Carlson nhin thing vao mit Hoyt Parker. “Nhu ong biét, ching t6i vira phét hién ra hai thi thé & gan khu H6 Charmaine.”
Hoyt gat dau.
Mot méy dién thoai di dong kéu. Stone xoay x kéo nguroi minh n va n6i “Xin 167 16i 1 ach Kt vao bép. Hoyt quay vé phia Carlson va doi.

“Chuing t6i biét ban béo céo chinh thirc Vé cai chét cia con gai ong,” Carlson noi. “C6 4y va chdng, David Beck, dén chd cai hd dé thire hién mot nghi
thire hang naim. Ho boi trong bong t6i. KillRoy nam doi san. Han tan cong bac si Beck va bét coc con gai 6ng. Hét.”

“Va anh khong nghi d6 chinh la chuyén da xay ra?”
“Khong, Hoyt - t6i goi dng 1a Hoyt duoc khong?”
Hoyt git dau.

“Khong, Hoyt, ching toi khong nghi thé.”

“Vay céc anh thiy thé nao?”

“Toi nghii David Beck giét con gai 6ng va db i cho mot tén giét ngurdi hang loat.”
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Hoyt, mbt nguoi ky cyru 1o luyén cta S canh sat thanh phd New York trong hai muoi tim ndm qua, biét lam thé ndo dé gitr mot khudn it binh finh,
nhung 6ng van nga ngudi ra sau nhur thé nhitng 10i kia da thoc manh vao cam minh. “Néi cu thé hon di.”

“Puoe 1di, hiy bit dau tir doan md dau. Beck dua con gai ong dén chd mot cai hd héo lanh, phai khong?”

“Phai.”

“Ong da dén d6 chua?”

“Rét nhidu an.”

“Sao?”

“Tét c4 bon t6i | ban bé. Kim va t6i rét than thiét v6i cha me David. Ching t6i timg dén do6 sudt.”

“Véy 6ng biét né héo lanh dén thé ndo rdi ddy.”

“Phai.”

“Puong dat, mot dau hidu chi ¢ thé nhin thdy khi dng biét minh ¢6 tim kiém n6. Bj che khuat hét mirc. Khong c6 du hiéu ndo ciia cude sbng.”
“Y clia anh 1 gi?”

“Lam thé quai ndo ma KillRoy dirmng lai chd con duong do.”

Hoyt gio hai tay 1én khong trung. “Lam thé quéi ndo mdt ngudi dung phai mdt tén giét ngudi hang loat?”

“ing vy, duoc roi, nhung nhimg vu khéc déu ¢ logic. Kellerton bit coc ai d6 trén duwong phd, héin ding vil lyc bét tai x ki xe di du d6 rdi bién
nguoi d6 thanh nan nhén, thim chi dot nhp vao nha. Nhung hay nght thir xem. Han thay con duong dét va tw dung bang cach nao d6 quyet dinh tim
kiém mdt nan nhén & déy? Y t6i khong phéi i khong thé, nhung rit kho xay ra.”

Hoyt n6i, “Tiép di.”

“Ong ¢ cong nhan ¢6 rat nhidu chd hong vé mat logic trong mot gia thuyét da dwoc cong nhan?”

“Moi trurong hop déu c6 16 hong vé mit logic.”

“Diing vdy, dugc rdi, nhung hily dé toi thir 4 ra mot gia thuyét khac. Hay gia sir bac si Beck mudn giét con gai ong.”

“Tai sao?”

“Vi mdt thi, hai trm nghin dollar tién bao hiém nhén tho.”

“N6 khong can tién.”

“Ai ciing can tién, Hoyt. Ong biét diéu do.”

“T6i khong tin.”

“Nghe nay. Chiing t6i van dang tiép tuc dao xdi & day. Ching t6i chura biét duoc tit thay nhimg dong co. Nhung hiy dé t6i ndi ra gia thuyét ciia ching
t01, duoc chir?”

Hoyt nhin vai ngu y ttty anh ta.
“Ching t6i ¢6 bang chimg & day bac si Beck danh vo.”
“Bang chimng ndo? Anh c6 vai birc anh. Con bé ni véi me dé n6 bi tai nan 6t6.”

“Thoi ndo, Hoyt.” Carlson dura tay chi qua nhirg tim hinh. “Nhin nét mit con gai ong di. Vé mit d6 c6 giéng ctia mdt ngudi phy nit bi tai nan 6o
khong?”

Khong, Hoyt nghi, khong gidng. “Anh tim thiy nhitng birc anh niy & dau?”

“Toi s& noi dén chuyén d6 ngay sau ddy, nhung haly quay lai gia thuyét ctia toi, duoc chir? Haly gia dinh trong mt khoanh khidc béc st Beck dénh con géi
ong va roi y nghi duoc thira ké ndy ra trong 6¢ anh ta.”

“C6 rat nhiéu gia dinh.”



“Pung vay, nhung hiy nghe t6i. Hay nghi vé cai gia thuyét da duoc chip nhin va tat ca nhitng 16 hong trong do6. Gioy thiso sanh né véi cai ndy: bac st
Beck dua con gai ong t6i mit dia diém héo lanh noi anh ta biét s& khong c6 nhdn chimg. Anh ta thué hai g3 con 6 vo Iy c6 dy. Anh ta biét vé& KillRoy.
Bio chi ding ddy. Hon nita, em trai ong phuy trach vu d6. Ong 4y ¢6 bao gioy thdo Iuan vé hin véi ong hay Beck?”

Hoyt ngdi yén mot lat. “Tiép di.”

“Hai g con d6 duoc thué kia bt coc va giét con gai dng, Mot cach ty nhién, déi‘tuol,]g tinh nghi dau tién s& la ngudi gh@)ng - Iubn vay trong mt vu nhur
theé, ding khong? Nhung hai tén con d06 kia dong Ién ma c6 ay mdt chit cai K. Diéu tiép theo ching ta biét, tat ca bi d6 1én dau KillRoy.”

“Nhung Beck di bi tin cong. Vét thirong & dauné la that.”

“Phai, nhung ca hai chiing ta déu biét ¢6 g d6 khong hop Iy khi anh ta nm ngoai chuyén nay. Lam thé no Beck giéi thich g viéc thodt khoi vu bt
coc ma hoan toan khong bi lim sao? Xin chao, biét gi khong, ai do bat coc vo t6i, nhung t6i thi on? Khong tai ndo hop Iy ndi. Bi choang vao déu giip
cau chuyén anh ta ké dugc tin tuong,”

“N6 bi mot ct chi mang.”

“Anh ta phai ddi pho vai bon cn dd, Hoyt. Bon né c6 thé tinh toan nhim. Va vét thirong ctia anh ta thi sao nhi? Anh ta ké lai cau chuyén ky quic nao
d6 rang bo mot cach phi thirdng Ién khoi mat nurde va goi 911. Toida dura cho vai bac sibénh an cli ctia Beck. Ho khing dinh nhing gi anh ta lim méu
thuan véi logic vé mét y hoc. Chuyén d6 hau nhur 1 khong thé, can cir vao nhitng vét thurong ciia anh ta.”

Hoyt ngim nghi vé& chuyén d6. Chinh 6ng ciing thurong ban khoan tir hoi. Lam thé ndo ma Beck con séng va goi gitip do? “Gi nita?” Hoyt néi.

“C6 bang chimg rit dang tin ciy hai tén con do, khong phéi KillRoy, d4 tan cong Beck.”

“Bang chimg nio?”

“Chén cing v6i hai thi thé, ching toi tlmtlny mot cay giy béng chay ¢ dinh méu. Kiémtra ADN toan dién dé khéng dinh 6 lién quan cAn mt mot thoi
gian, nhung két qua so bo dura ra gia thuyét rit chic chin méu d6 a ctia Beck.”

Pric vu Stone lai niing né 16 vao phong va khé nhoc ngdi xudng. Hoyt mbt lan nita lai noi, “Tiép di.”

“Phén con lai kha 16 rang. Hai tén con 5 lammoi thtr. Ching giét con gai ong va db cho KillRoy. Réi ching quay lai dé By nét tién thanh todn - hodc cé
thé chung quyét dinh moi thém tién ctia bac s Beck. Toi khong biét. D chuyén gi, Beck cling phai giti sach bon kia. Anh ta sap xep mot cudc hen trong
khu rimng héo lanh gan hd Charmaine. Hai tén con do c6 thé nghi ching dang d6i mit v6i mot tay béc si yeu 6t hodic co thé anh ta bét dwoc ching lic
ching so hd. Cach ndo ciing thé, Beck ban ching r01 chon thi thé ciing véi ciy gay bong chay va bat cir bang ching nao sau ndy c6 the 4manh ta. Mot

t0i ac hoan héo, cho dén bay gio. Khéng c6 g két ndi dugc anh ta v6i ké sat nhan. Hay thir nghi xem. Néu chiing ta khong giip may mén kinh di, nhimng
thi thé kia s& khong bao i duoc tim thiy.”

Hoyt lic dau. “Ding 1 gia thuyét.”
“Connira.”
“Thé nao?”

Carlson nhin Stone. Stone chi vao dién thoai di dong. “T61 vira nhan mot ct dién thoai ky la goi tir Nha t Briggs,” Stone n6i. “Cé vé nhu con 1é ong goi
deén d6 ngay homnay va yéu cau gip KillRoy.”

Hoyt bay gior trong simg sot 1 rang, “Vi cai quai gi n6 lai lam thé?”

“Ong 16i ching t0i nghe,” Stone dap lai. “Nhung hyy nhé Beck biét chiing t6i dang nghi ngd anh ta. Bt thinh finh, anh ta a0 u6c dir doi dén gip ké anh
ta sép dat 1 ke giét con gai ong.”

“Trung hop kinh khting,” Carlson n6i thém

“Anh nghi n6 dang ¢b che ddy dau vét?”

“Ong c6 giai thich ndo hop Iy hon?”

Hoyt ngdi lai va c6 dan xép tit ca nhimg thir niy 6n thoa trong dau. “Anh bo sot cai nay.”
“Caig?”’

Ong chi nhitng birc anh trén ban. “Ai dua cho anh cai nay?”

“Bing cach nao d6,” Carlson noi, “t6i nghi con gai ong dura.”

Mt Hoyt trong hdc héc.



“Cu thé hon, ngurdi mang bi danh ciia ¢6 Ay dua. Mot Sarah Goodhart. Tén dém ctia con gai 6ng va tén con duong ndy.”
“T6i khong hiéu.”

“Tai hi¢n trrong vu én,” Carlson noi. “Mot trong hai tén con d6 - Melvin Bartola - ¢6 mot chiéc chia khéa nh6 trong gidy héin.” Carlson gio chia khoa
lén. Hoyt cam Iay tir anh ta, tran tr6i nhin chiéc chia khda nhu thé né nam gitt cau trd 161 huyén bi nao d6. “Nhin thay chit UCB r6i chia?”

Hoyt gat dau.

“Cai ndy vict tit ctia United Central Bank. Cudi cig ching t6i truy nguyén chiéc chia khoa ny dén duoc chi nhénh ctia n6 ¢ s6 1772 Broadway tai
thanh pho nay. Chi€c chia khéa mo hop 174, dugc mdt ngudi tén Ia Sarah Goodhart dang ky. Ching t6i d2 ra I€nh luc soat cai hop.”

Hoyt ngude Ién. “Nhimg tAm anh ndy & trong d6?”

C‘ar]son va Stone liég nhln nhau. Ho vén da quyét dinh s& khong no6i cho Hoyt tAt ca moi diéu vé cai hdp - khong cho dén khi tht ca cc cude didu tra bt
dau lai va ho biét chac chan - nhung ca hai gio day lai cung gét dau.

“Hay thir nghi xem, Hoyt. Con gai ong cat gitr nhirg tAm anh nay trong mot cai két an toan ¢ ngin hang. Ly do qua 15 rang Thémnira khong? Ching
61 da thim van bac s Beck. Anh ta chura bao gioy nhin thdy ching. Tai sao con gai ong lai gidu anh ta nhitng birc anh nay?”

“Anh da no6i chuyén voi Beck?”
‘6Phé]"37
“N6 conndi gi nira?”

“Khong nhidu im vi anh ta yéu cdu mdt uat sw.” Carlson chd mdt 1oi phan cong. Rdi anh ta nhoai ngudi toi. “Anh ta khong goi bat ky mdt luat sw ndo,
anh ta goi Hester Crinstein. Dicu d6 nghe c6 vé gi giong véi hanh dong ctia mdt ngurdi vo o1 voi ong khong?”

Hoyt dang ghi chit tay vao thanh ghé, ¢ trén tinh. “Anh khong thé chimg minh dwoc bat cir thir gl

“Van chura. Nhung ching t6i biét. Nhur thé 13 nira cude chién rdi”

“Vay anh dinh s& lam gi?”

“Chi duy nhat mdt diéu ching t6i c6 thé m.”” Carlson mim cuoi véi ong. “Dung strc ép cho dén khi thir gi 46 giy.”
Larry Gandle xem xét dién bién trong ngdy qua va lim bam mot minh, “Khong tot.”

Mot, FBI dwa Beck di thim van hén.

Hai, Beck goi mdt chuyén gia chup anh tén Rebecca Schayes. Han hoi ¢ vé mdt vu tai nan 6t6 ngay xua c6 lién quan dén vo hén. Roi hén ghé dén
studio ctia co.

Mot chuyén gia chup anh, dang ngac nhién.

Ba, Beck goi dén Nha ti1 Briggs va néi hin mudn gip Elroy Kellerton.
Bon, Beck goi dén vin phong ctia Peter Flannery.

Tét ca nhitng viéc ndy thit khé hiéu. Khong c6 viée ndo t6t lanh ca.

Eric Wu gac may dién thoai va ndi, “May s€ khong thich cai nay dau.”
“Caig?”

“Ngudn tin ctia chiing ta v6i FBI cho biét ho nghi ngdy Beck giét vo hn ta.”
Gandle suyt ngi bo chimg, “Giai thich di.”

“P6 I tat ca nhitng gi ngudn tin biét. Bang cach nao d6, ho ndi két hai xac chét & gan ho lai v6i Beck.”
Thue su rat kho hiéu.

“Pé tao xem lai nhitng cai email kia,” Gandle néi.

Eric Wu dua chiing cho gi. Khi Gandle nghi xem ai ¢6 thé giri ching, cam giéc tir d4y bung gi bt du cao xé va manh dan én. Ga ¢b ghép cac manh lai



v6i nhau. Ga ludn luén tir hoi lim thé nao Beck song sot duroc trong dém do. Bay gioy gi tir hoi thém mdt diéu khéc.
C6 ai khc nita con séng st sau dém do?

“May gior 16?”” Gandle hoi.

“Muoi tam gio ba muroi.”

“Beck van chura mo cai dia chi Bat-gi d6?”

“Bat Street. Chua.”

“C6 thém gi vé& Rebecca Schayes khong?”

“Van chi nhimg cai da biét. Ban thin ctia Elizabeth Parker. Chiing & ciing nhau trong mot cn ho trude khi Parker iy Beck. Tao kiém tra sb liéu ghi
chép cac so dién thoai da goi di. Beck da khong goi cho ¢ ta hang bao nam nay roi.”

“Vay tai sao bay gio hén lai lién lac vi ¢ ta?”

Wau nhin vai. “C6 nang Schayes hin phéi biét gi d6.”

Griffin Scope d noi rit 16 rang. Phét hién duoc céi gi co thé, rdi chon vili nd.

Va str dung Wu.

“Chiing ta can néi chuyén vdi ¢6 ta,” Gandle noi.
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Shauna giip ti tai tAng trét toa nha cao ting s 462 Park Avenue, Manhattan.
“Dindo,” cd bap lubn. “Té ¢ cai ndy mubn cho cau xem trén kia.”

Toi nhin dong ho. Gan hai tiéng nita 4 thur Bat Street moi xuéit hign. Ching t6i vao thang my. Shauna nhén niit kén thng hai muoi ba. Bén béo chay kn
va thiét bi danh cho ngwdi mi kéu bip.

“Hester khién cho t& nghi ngoi,” Shauna néi.

“VE cai gi?”

“Ba 4y ndi bon FBI rét tuyét vong, Ring bon ching s& Am bat cir thir gi dé tom duoc cau.”
“Thé thi sao?”

Thang méy kéu am khi dén noi.

“Doi chut, cau s& théy.”

Ctra thang iy m6 ra mdt ting gdm modt phong 16n chia km t6 hop cac phong nho. Kiéu 6 thanh phd hién nay. X¢é toac tran ra va nhin tir trén xudng,
ban s€ cuc ky vat va dé chi ra dugc sy khac biét giira tang ndy va mdt mé cung chudt.

Shauna budc di giira v s6 nhitng birc ngiin phong ¢6 phi vai. Toi bam got theo sau. Pugc nira dwong, cd r& tréi, rdi phai va roi lai trai.
“C0 & to nén rai vun banh my,” t61 noi.

Giong c6 nhan nhat. “Y kién duoc déy.”

“Camon, t¢ ¢ day sudt tuan duoc.”

C6 khong cuoi.
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“Ma chd nay i chd nio thé?”

“Mot cong ty tén I3 DigiCom. Pai dién cua t6 lam viée voi ho d6i lan.”
“Lamcai gi?”

“Cau s& thay.”

Ching t6i 1& ngodt lan cuf)i ctng vao mot cin phong nho, kin bira bon dd dac, noi cur ngy ctia mdt anh chang c¢6 c4i d4u dai va nhitng ngdn tay thon tha
ctia ngh¢ si choi duong cam.

“Pay Ia Farrell Lynch. Farrell, day 1a David Beck.”

Toi bt ban tay thon tha d6 rat nhanh. Farrell noi, “Xin chio.”

Toi git dau.

“Puoc rdi,” Shauna néi. “Kich hoat di.”

Farrell Lynch quay ghé dé anh ta d6i dién v6i may tinh. Shauna va 6 nhin qua vai anh. Anh ta bt dau g bang nhitng ngon tay thon thé kia.
“Pa kich hoat,” anh ta ndi.

“Cho chay di.””

Anh ta nhin phim quay lai. Man hinh t5i den va ri Humphrey Bogart xudt hién. Anh doi mdt c4i mii phét mém va mac 4o choang, Toi nhan ra canh nay
ngay lap tirc. Swong mi, may bay ¢ phia sau. Truong doan cuodi trong Casablanca.

T6i nhin Shauna.
“Do1,” ¢6 ndL

May quay huréng vé phia Bogie. Anh dang n6i voi Ingrid Bergman rang co s& lén may bay kia voi Laszlo va rang nhitng van dé ric rdi ctia ba con nguoi
nho bé ching dang I céi gl ca trong thé gidi ndy. Va roi, khi dng kinh may quay huréng lai vé Ingrid Bergman...

... d6 khong phai 1a Ingrid Bergman.

Toi chép mit. O d6, bén dudi cai mil ndi tiéng kia, dang nhin chdm chim vao Bogie va ngdp trong anh sang méu xam, 1 Shauna.

“Emkhong thé di véi anh, Rick,” Shauna trén may tinh n6i déy vé bi kich, “vi emyéu Ava Gardner dén dién dai”

Toi quay sang Shauna. Mt t6i ddy thic niic. C6 gat dau phai. T6i noi thém.

“Céu nghi..” t61 lip bap. “Cau nghi t& bi th thuat nhiép anh lra?”

Farrell nhin d6 noi. “Anh k¥ thudt s6,” anh ta chinh lai. “Thao tac don gian hon rat nhiéu.” Anh ta quay ghé vé phia toi. “Thay rdi déy, nhirng hinh anh
trén may tinh khong phéi ki phim. Chiing thét ra chi i nhitg diém anh trén céc file. Khong khéc viéc tao vin ban 1 miy. Anh biét dé thay doi mot vin
ban dang duogc gd dé nhur thé ndo r6i chir? Thay d6i ndi dung, hay font chir, hay khoang cach?”’

Toi gat dau.

“Vay thi, mt nguoi chi can c6 kién thirc so ding vé xir Iy anh k' thudt sb ciing c6 thé rét d& dang tao tic mdt chuyén dong hang loat ctia cac hinh anh
trén may tinh. Ching khong phai l hinh anh, cting khong phai la phim hay bang. Nhimg dong chuyen dong video trén méy tinh don gian i mdt dong cac
diém anh. Bat cir ai ciing ¢6 thé tao ra ching. Pon gian chi cit va dan rdi chay mdt chirong trinh tong hop.”

T6i nhin Shauna. “Nhung trong doan video d6 c6 dy trong gia hon,” t6i khing khing. “Khéc.”

Shauna néj, “Farrell?”

Anh ta nhan phim khac. Bogie trd lai. Lan ndy, khi chiéu dén doan Ingrid Bergman, Shauna trong nhur bay muroi tudi.”

“Phin mém xtr Iy tudi,” Farrell giai thich. “N6 phén Ion chi duge str dung dé im g di hinh énh nhing dira tré bi mat tich, nhung ngiy nay nguoi ta ¢6
ban mdt phién ban ding tai nha c6 thé mua tai bat ky cira hang phan mém nao. Toi ciing ¢6 the thay doi bat ctr phén nao trén hinh anh ctia Shauna - kicu
toc, mau mat, kich ¢& miii. Toi cd theé lam mdi ¢ ay mong di hodc day hon, cho ¢6 ay ¢6 hinh xam, hay bat ctr thr gi.”

“Camon, Farrell,” Shauna noi.



Cb ra hi¢u bang mét bao anh di chd khic ma mdt ngudi mi ciing c6 thé nhan thiy. “Xin 16i,” Farrell n6i roi bién mat.
To1 khong nghi duoc.

Khi Farrell da di khuét, Shauna n6i, “T¢ nhé lai in chyp énh thang trude. Mot birc énh rira ra dep my méin - nh tai trg thich Fim - trir mot diémB
khuyén tai cua t& hoi tré qua. Bon t& mang burc anh do lai ddy. Farrell thue hién mdt phat cat-va-dan va voila, thé I3, khuyén tai ctia t¢ trd lai dung cho.”

Toi lic dau.

“Nghi thir xem, Beck. FBI nghi cau giét Elizabeth nhung bon ho khong ¢ cach nao chimg minh duoc. Hester giang giai 1 bon ho da tr nén tuyét vong
dén mirc nao. Td bat dau nghi: co thé bon ho choi tro thir dau éc voi cau. Con trd thir nao hay hon trd giri cho cdu nhiing cai email nay?”

“Nhung thoi diém hon...?”

“No thi sa0?”’

“Lam thé ndo bon ho biét thoi diém hon?”

“T& biét. Linda biét. To ca Rebecca ciling biét, c6 thé ca bd me Elizabeth nita. Bon ho hoan toan c6 thé timra duoc.”

Toi thay nurde mit trao kén. Toi ¢b thu Iy giong va rén ri thdt ra, “Mot v kira u?”

“Té khong biét, Beck. To thure su khong biét. Nhung viéc nay hay ly tri mot chit. Néu Elizabeth con séng, ¢6 Ay da ¢ dau trong subt tam nam qua? Tai

sao trong bao thoi diém lai chon ding lic nay dé tir huyét md quay vé - cung lic, that tring hop, FBI bt dau nghi ngd cu giét co Ay? Ma thoi di nio,
ching I& cau the sur tin ¢6 Ay van con song” T6 biét cau mudn thé. Me kiép, t6 ciing mudn thé. Nhung hay ¢b nhin nhén viée nay mdt céch Iy tri. Khi

cau thye sy nghil @én chuyén nay, gia thuyét nao hop Iy hon?”

Toi loang choang va ngdi sup xudng mdt c4i ghé. Tim t6i bt ddu v& vun. Téi cam thiy hy vong bit dau teo lai.
Mot v lira. Tét ca nhitng chuyén nay khong 1 gi ca ngoai mdt v lira w?
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Khi da vao duogc trong studio cua Rebecca Schayes, Larry Gandle goi di dong cho vo. “Anh s& vé mudn,” g ndi.

“Pumg quén udng thude,” Patty bao ga.

Gandle b bénh tiéu dudng nhe, diéu tri bang an kiéng va thube. Khong chira insulin.

“Anh nh6 191

Eric W, van deo headphone Walkman, can trong trai mot tAm bat bang nhyra vynil xudng gin ctra.

Gandle ctip may dién thoai va deo y(f)i doi gang tay cao su nhan tao Vélq. Vié{c Suc sao ?héi toan dién va rat mat thoi gian. Nhu hiu hét bon thy chup anh,
Rebecca Schayes Iuu triX lai hang tan cac ban &m May thir d6 duoc tong dy trong bon ti kim loai to. Ching xem lich lAm viéc ctia Rebecca Schayes.
Co sap ket thuc mdt ca chup. C6 s& quay lai day lam viéc trong phong toi trong vong mdt gio' nita. Khong du thoi gian.

“May biét ci gi co thé c6 ich khong,” Wu néi.

“Caigi?”

“Biét ching ta dang tim c&i ché chét gi.”

“Beck nhan dugc nhimg cai enmail bi dn,” Gandle néi. “Va hin lam gi? Lan dAu tién trong tam niam, hdn lao dén gip ¢6 ban cii ctia vo. Chiing ta can biét
taisao.”

Wau nhin g3 mdt lic. “Tai sao ching ta khong don gian 1 doi rdi hoi ¢b ta?”

“S& the, Eric.”


http://ebookfull.net

Wu chdm chap git d4u va quay di.

Gandle phét hién ra mot ban kim loai dai trong phong toi. Ga thir kiém tra c4i ban. Ving, Kich ¢& phit hop. Ban ¢6 thé dat ai d6 trén ban va tréi chan
vao chan ban.

“Chiing ta mang theo bao nhiéu day tr6i?”

“Du,” Wu ndi.

“Vay thi im ho tao ci ny,” Gandle néi. “Chuyén cai miéng trai kia ra mit dudi cai ban.”
Con nira tiéng nita 1 dén gio t6i nhan duoc 1 thr & Bat Street.

Man trinh dién ctia Shauna dp vao t0i nhu mdt cti dm mdc tay tréi bat ngo. Toi ko ddo, va roi inh da lin dém tir mdt t6i muoi. Nhung mdt chuyén la
ling d3 xay ra. Toi nhac mdng Ién duoc khdi tam vai bat. Toi dirng thang trd lai va gio tay phui cai ¢dm mang nhén di va bat dau di chuyén vong tron.

Chiing t6i ngdi trong xe. Shauna néng nic doi vé nha cling toi. Mot chiée limousine s& dén ¢b vai gioy sau. Toi biét ¢ mubn an i toi, nhung ciing 16 rang
chang kémIa c6 chura nuon vé nha.

“C6 chuyén ndy t& khong hiéu,” t6i noi.

Shauna quay sang toi.

“FBI nglii t& giét Elizabeth, ding khong?”

“VAy tai sa0 bon ho con giri mail gia vo i ¢6 Ay van con song?”

Shauna khong tra 101 ngay dugc.

“Thir nghi ma xem,” t6i n6i. “Cau béo day 1 tro théu dét dé khién t6 16 ra t0i cta t6. Nhung néu t& giét Elizabeth, t6 s& biét day a mbt tro bip chir.”
“Pay | mdt trd nin gan,” Shauna noi.

“Nhung né khéng hop Iy. Néu cau mudn nén gin t6, giri cho t& vai cai email va gia vo 1a - t6 khong biét - ai d6 da chimg kién vu an mang hay gi do.”
Shauna nghi ngoi. “Té nghii bon ho chi dang ¢b khién c4u mit thing bang thoi, Beck a.”

“U, nhung van thé. Khong hop Iy.”

“Puoc, 1a thu ﬁép theo bao JAu nita thi xuét hién?”

T6i nhin dong hd. “Hai muroi phit.”

Shauna ngdi lai trong ghé. “Bon minh s& doi va xemno viét gl.”

Eric Wumo laptop ra dat trén goc san studio cuia Rebecca Schayes.

Hén kiém tra may tinh & vén phong Beck trudc. Van & tinh trang dé khong. Dong hd chi hai muroi gior hon. Phong kham da déng cira tir Jau. Han chuyén
sang may tinh ¢ nha. Trong mdt vai gidy khong cd gl Va roi

“Beck wvira moi dang nhip,” Wu noi.

Larry Gandle voi lao t6i. “Ching ta vao va xem 4 thur trude hin duoc khong?”’

“Khong phéi i y hay im”

“Tai sao khong?”

“Néu chiing ta truy cap roi héin ciing lim thé, né s& thong bao cho hin biét ai d6 dong thoi str dung tén truy cap.”

“Hin s& biét héin dang bi theo doi?”

“Phai. Nhung khong quan trong, Chiing ta dong thoi theo ddi héin. Ngay Iuc hén doc 14 thu, ching ta ciing s& doc dugc n6.”

“Puge, thong béo tao biét khi ndo.”



Wau liéc nhin min hinh. “Hén vira moi mo trang Bigfoot. N6 s& xuat hién vai gidy nira thoi.”
T6i g bigfoot.com va nhén niit Back.

Chén phai t6i bat dau rung dir doi. N6 bi nhur vy mbi khi t0i cing théing. Shauna it tay lén dau gbi t6i. N6 rung nhe dén rdi ngimg héin. C6 nhéc tay
Ién. Pau goi t61 & yén mdt phit, va roi no lai bat dau rung. Shauna dat tay lai lén dau goi t61. Chu ky lai bat daw.

Shauna c6 t ra binh than, nhung t6i biét ¢6 lién tuc liéc trom t01. C6 I ban than nhét cta t6i. C6 tng ho t6i dén cing, Nhung chi mot ke ngu ngbc m6i
khong dat cau hoi liéu to1 ¢6 bi dién hay khong. Nguoi ta bao ring bénh dién, cting nhur dau tim hay tri thong minh, ¢6 di truyén. Y nghi d6 ndy ra trong
dAu t6i tir lic t6i ln dAu tién nhin thiy Elizabeth trén cai camera duong phd. N6 khong phai ki mdt y nghi dé chiu cho Bm

Cha t6i chét trong mot tai nan 6t6 khi t6i hai muroi tudi. Xe ctia ong lat qua mot con d€. Theo mot nhén chirg - tai xé xe tai tir Wyoming - chiéc Buick
ctia cha ddm thang vao nd. D6 1a mit d&€m lanh gia. Con duong, mic du go ghé, lai rat tron.

Nhiéu ngudi dua ra gia thuyét - ir thi diu sao ciing 2 dua ra bang nhiing loi thi thim - cha toi tir sat. Toi khong tin. Phai, 6ng da ngay cang thu minh va
im ling trong vai thang cuoi cling. Va phai, toi thurong tu héi liéu co ding rat ca nhitng viéc d6 khién 6ng cang de bi tai nan khong. Nhung tur sat? Khong
doindo.

Me t61, luon la mit ngudi yéu 6t ¢ vé bi chimg loan thin kinh chirc néing nhe, phén tmg bang cach dan dan it di sy minh nn. Ba qua that da rit hui
vao cai vo Oc ciia minh. Linda ¢ gang chiim séc ba trong ba nam, cho dén khi ngay ca chi ciing phai dong y me can dugc dua di chira tri. Linda dén
tham ba suot. Toi thi khong,

Sau vai gidy nita, trang chi Bigfood hi¢n ra. Toi tim 6 tén dang nhap va g6 vao Bad Street.

T6i nhén phim tab va & 6 mét khdu t6i gd Teenage. Toi nhan Back.

Khong c6 gi xay ra.

“Céu quén nhin vao biéu trong Pang nhdp,” Shauna noi.

T6i nhin ¢6. C6 nhin vai. Toi nhén vao biéu tuong do.

Man hinh tr6 nén triing, RO mdt quang c4o ctia clra hang ban CD xuét hién. Cai | bang quang cao ndm & cudi trang dap denh di lén di xubng, Phin trim
hién thi cham chap ting dan. Khin6 chay dugc mudi tam phan trim cai bang bién mat va rdi vai gidy sau mot thong béo xuét hién.

LOI - Hoic tén dang nhap hodc mit khéu ban vira gd khong c6 trong dit liéu ctia ching toi.

“Thir lai di,”” Shauna néi.

Toi am lai. M6t bang béo 16i nhur vay xuét hién. Méy tinh dang bao t6i tai khoan nay thdm chi khong ton tai.
Thé I 6 nghia gi?

T6i khong biét. Toi cd nghii ra mdt Iy do tai sao tai khoan khong ton tai.

T6i xem gio: 8:34 toi.

Thoi diém hon.

NG ¢6 thé I cau trd Ioi khong? C6 thé no tai khoan ndy, cling giéng nhur duong fink ngy hom qua, don gién 1 vén chua ton tai? Toi ngdm thém mdt in
nita. Di nhién Ia c6 the, nhung khong chac xay ra.

Nhur thé doc duoc ¥ nghi ciia t6i, Shauna n6i, “C6 1§ ching ta nén doi dén tam gior murdi m.”
Vi vay t6i thir lai vao lic tAm gid murdi lim. Lic tam gidr muoi tim. Liic tim gios hai muroi.
Khong c6 gi ngoai bang thong bao 16i y nhur vay.

“Bon FBI hén i d chan rdi,” Shauna noi.

Toi lc dau, chura chiu tir bo.

Chén t6i lai bét dau run. Shauna ding mdt tay dé lim no dimg yén va mit tay dé tré 10 dién thoai di dong, C6 bt dau hét ai d6 ¢ phia dau ddy bén kia.
T6i nhin dong ho. Téi thir lan nita. Khoéng cé gi. Hai lan nita. Khong c6 gl

Bay gio da qua tam gio ba muroi.

“Co éy, U thi, ¢6 thé mudn,” Shauna néi.



Toi cau may.

“Khi cau thiy c6 4y hom qua,” Shauna cb néi, “cau khong biét c6 dy & dau, phai khong?”

qr

“Vay c6 thé 1 ¢6 Ay & mdt mii gio khéc,” Shauna néi. “C6 thé do 1a Iy do tai sao c6 dy mudn.”
“Mot miai gio khac?” Toi cang cau may hon. Shauna nhiin vai.

Chiing t6i doi mdt gio nita. Shauna, thit dang ngoi khen, khong hé noi t& da bao véi cau rdi ma. Sau mdt lc, co dat tay Ién lung t6i va noi, “Nay, t& ¢
moty.”

Toi quay lai co.

“T6 & doi & mot phong khac,” Shauna n6i. “T6 nghi thé c6 thé co tac dung”

“Sao cau nghi thé?”

“Thi day, néu day la mot bd phim, n6 c6 thé 1a doan t¢ chan dén tan c6 sy dién 1o ctia cau va bo bién di va rdi i bingo, thur xuat hién, cu biét day, Vi vay
6 mdi minh cAu nhin thiy né va tat ca moi ngudi van nghi cu bi dién. Nhur trong phim Scooby-Doo khi chi c6 mdi anh chang va Shaggy nhin thiy ma
va khéng ai tin ho 4y?”

To6i nghii vé chuyén do. “Déang dé thir,” toi noi.

“Tbt. Vi vy sao t& khong sang doi trong bép mdt ltic nhi? Tan dung co hdi nhé. Khi nao thur xudt hién, chi viée hét Ién mot tiéng.”

Co dimg lén.

“Cau chi dang cb chidu 1ong 6 thoi, phai khong?” t6i ni.

Shauna nghi. “U, ¢6 18.”

R&i ¢ dira. Toi quay lai va ddi dién voi man hinh. Va t6i doi.
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“Khong c6 gi xay ra,” Eric Wu noi. “Beck van ¢b ding nhap, nhung tit ¢4 nhimg gi hin nhan dwoc 1 mot thong bao 161,
Larry Gandle toan hoi c4u hoi tiép theo thi g3 nghe thiy tiéng thang méy chay 1én. G nhin dong ho.

Rebecca Schayes vé dung gio.

Eric Wu quay khoi may tinh. Hin nhin Larry Gandle bang anh mét khién ngudi ta phai ki mt bude. Gandle 1t sting ra - an ndy mdt khau chin . Chi
phong khi. Wu cau mit. Han dich dén chd cira va tat deén.

Chiing chd trong bong tHi.
Hai muoi gidy sau, thang méy dimg lai & ting ching dang dtmg,

Rebecca Schayes hau nhu khong con nghi dén Elizabeth va Beck nita. ROt cude thi ciing da tm nam roi. Nhung sy viée sang nay lai khudy 1én mot s6
cam giac da ngt yén tir 1au. Nhitng cam giac bt rit bam duodi.

V& vu “tai nan 6t5”.
Sau tit ca nhitng nim qua, Beck cubi cing da hoi c6 vé nd.

Tém néim trude, Rebecca da chuan bj dé ké cho anh vé& no. Nhung Beck khong goi lai cho co. Thoi gian trdi qua - va sau khi da c6 vy bit gitt - ¢0 nhi
vuc qua khir dy thi ich gi. N6 chi khién Beck ton thurong, Va sau khi KillRoy bi bat giam, cang khong c6 lién quan gi ca.
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Nhung cam gidc birt rirt d6 - cam giac nhitng vét thim tim trén ngudi Elizabeth do “tai nan 6t0” thé ndo d6 lai I diém béo cho viéc cd 4y bi giét - ndnna
con i, méc diiné ching c6 y nghiia gi ca. Con hon thé, cam gidc burt rirt d6 méng nh}eC ¢6, khién c6 tur hoi néu cd, Rebecca, khing khing nai, thre s
khéng khang nai, timra sy that vé vu “tai nan 6t6”, thi c6 1§, chi ¢d [ thoi, c6 da co thé clru duoc ban minh.

Tuy nhién, cam giac burt rirt 6 nhat dan theo thoi gian. Suy cho ctng, Elizabeth ting la ban ¢6, dii c6 than thiét ¢& ndo, ban ciing s& vurot qua dugc cai
chét ctia mdt ngudi ban. Gary Lamont da bude vao cude song cta ¢6 ba nam trude va thay d6i moi th. Phai, Rebecca Schayes, ¢6 tho chyp anh
bohémiéng tir Greenwich Village, da phai long mot tay budn ban ¢ phiéu & Wall Street siéng néing xoay xd kiém chac. Ho két hon va chuyén dén mdt
nha cao tng thoi thuong & Upper West Side.

Cudc doi van dong mdi ky la lam sao.

Rebecca budc vao thang miy cho hang hoa va day nhe cai ctra xubng. Pén khong sang, mbt diéu bt binh thuong ¢ toa nha ndy. Thang méy bt dau di
Ién tAng ctia co, tiéng 4mam doi Ién nén da. Thinh thoang trong dém, c6 nghe thiy tiéng ngura hi, nhung bay gid ching im bat. Mui co kho va thir gi d6
¢6 18 con hoi hon vang vt trong khong khi

C6 thich & day budi dém. Su tinh mich noi nay trén 1An véi nhiing tiéng 6n 4o trong dém thanh phd theo mot cach khién ¢ cam thiy minh “nghé si” hon.

Péu 6c cd bit dau tha troi vé& cude ddi thoai toi qua voi Gary. Anh mu6n chuyén khoi thanh phd New York, t6t nhat i dén song tai mdt cin nha 10ng rdi
¢ Long Island, tai Sands Point, noi anh 6n lén. Y tuong chuyén dén ngoai 6 im 6 kinh hoang. Con hon ca tinh yéu danh cho thanh phd nay, ¢6 biét do
s& 1 sy phan boi cudi ciing v6i gbe & bohémiéng ctia minh. C6 s& trd thanh cai ma ¢6 thé s& khong bao gior trd thanh: me ¢6 va me ciia me co.

Thang may dimg lai. C6 ning cira Ién va budc ra hinh lang. Tét ca dén 6 trén nay déu tit ngom. C6 vudt toc ra sau va bude tim lai thanh mdt cai dudi
ngua day. Co liec dong ho. Gan chin gio. Toa nha vang tanh. It nhat khong mot bong nguoi.

Gidy 6 nén lach cach trén nén xi nng lanh. S that |4 - va Rebecca dang phai trai qua mot thoi gian kho khan dé chap nhan no, ¢0 Ia mjt bohémiéng
vaké ca dleu ndy nita - cang nghi vé& chuyén d6, c6 cang nhdn ra ring, ding vy, ¢6 mudn c6 con, va thanh phd ndy B mdt noi qua 6n o dé nudi ching
Tré con cn c6 sin sau va xich du va khong khi trong lnh va...

.....

nhét chia khoa vio cira va md studio. C6 buoc Vao trong va bét cong tic deén,
D6 chinh 1 lic ¢6 nhin thiy gil nguoi chau A hinh dang ky quic.

Trong mit vai gidy, g4 kia don gian chi nhin ¢6 chim chiim Rebecca dimg chét ctmg trong cai nhin ctia gi. RSi g chdu A bude dén bén, gin nhur sau
¢6, va tung mot ¢t dam vao thit heng co.

Nhur thé mdt cai biia ta vira quai vao thin co.

Rebecca khuyu gbi. Ga kia tim By c6 ¢o bing hai ngon tay. Ga siét chat. Rebecca thdy nhirng ngon dén sang 1. Ding bén tay con dang rdi viéc, gi
thoc sdu nhimng ngdn nhur riu dap da vao long ngure ¢6. Khi ching cham dén gan, mat ¢6 101 lén. Su dau don vuot qua bét cir thir gi ¢6 timng trong twong
ra. C0 c0 hét Ién, nhung chi ¢ mot tiéng 1 ¢ bi nghet thoat ra tir miéng co.

Phia bén kia phong, mjt giong dan 6ng xuyén qua con mo mang.

“Elizabeth dau?” giong d6 hoi.

Lan dau tién.
Nhung khong phai lin cudi cing,

Ban dang doc truyén Dumg Noi Mot Ai duge ti mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.
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T6i ngdi trude cai méy tinh chét tiét d6 va bt dau udng kha dir. Toi ¢b ding nhap vao trang d6 hang chyc Jin khac nhau. Téi ding Explorer 16i t6i ding
Nestscape. T6i x0a sach by nhd dém va chay lai cac trang va tat mang di r6i két noi lai.

Khong ich gl. Toi van nhan thong bao 16i.

Liic mudi gidy, Shauna vao lai phong. Mé 6 hiy hiy d6 vi rrou. M4 6i ciing vy, t0i trong tuong. “Khong tién trién chit nao?”
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“Vé nha di,” toi noi.

C6 gt dau. “Phai, t& nghii t5t hon 1 thé.”

Chiée limousine dén trong vong ndm phut, Shauna lio ddo trén 1 dudng, bi nrou bourbon va Rolling Rock m chuénh choang thure syr. Toi ciing thé.
Shauna mé cira xe va quay lai toi. “Cau c6 bao gidy ham mudn ngoai tinh chwa? Y t6 13, khi hai dira cau da két hon rdi dy.”

“Chura,” t01 noi.

Shauna B¢ dAu, thit vong, “Cau khong hé biét lam rdi tung cudc doi cau lén nhu thé ndo ca.”

Toi hon tam biét c6 va trd vao trong. Toi tiép tuc dén miit vao méan hinh nhur thé n6 1 thir gi d6 linh thiéng im. Khong c6 gi thay doi.

Vai pht sau, Chloe tir tir tién lai gén Cb6 nang huych huych tay t6i bing cai mili wot. Qua ca rumg long ctia ¢6 nang, mét bon i giip nhau va t6i thé
Chloe hiéu duoc t6i dang cam thay gi. Toi khong phai 1 loai nguoi cho rang loai chd ¢6 nhimg dac diém ciia con nguoi - nhung t6i thure sy tin ching c6
duoc hiéu biét co ban rang céi phan tuong img voi con nguoi 6 chiing dang cam thay gl. Ngudi ta bao chd ¢6 thé ngiri thiy ndi so. C6 phai ki mot thir
suy rong ra khi tin chiing ciing ¢6 thé ngiri thay ca niém vui hay gin dir hay ndi budn?

T6i mim cuoi véi Chloe va numg ming du n6. C6 nang dt mdt chan Ién tay toi cir chi an ti. “C6 em mudn ra ngoai di dao 4?7 t6i noi.

Caudap ctia Chloe I nhay loan Ién nhur mdt con ché dién trong ganh xiéc. Nhur t6i bao véi ban lic trude rdi ddy, d6 chi 1 nhitng thir nhé nhit thoi.

Khong khi ban dém kam phdi t6i bi kich thich. T6i ¢ tap trung vao Chloe - bude di vui nhon ctia nd, cai dudi lic Bic - nhung t6i thi, thé ddy, fu xiu. Tu
xiu. D6 khong phai 1a mdt tir to1 hay ding. Nhung t6i nghi n6 hop.

Toi van khong hon toan tin vao gi thuyét th thudt k¥ thuéit s qua mic tish xdo ctia Shauna. Pung vay, ai d6 6 the tao ra mbt birc anh va biénnb
thanh mdt phan ctia mot doan phim Yé d}'lng vay, ai dg') c6 the bict thoi diem hon. Va ding véy, aido ~c() thé tao ra ca 101 thi tham bang mdi “Em xin 167",
Va dung vay, con do6i khat ctia ti chac han da gifip bién céi o turong d6 thanh sy thyre va khién t6i dé bi mac vao tro kira nhur vay.

Va cai diing vay to nhét: gia thuyét ctia Shauna hop Iy khing khiép hon rat nhiéu s tré v& tir huyét md.

Nhung cé hai dleu quan trong hon ca mot loat nhimg cai trén. Trudc tién, 161 khong phai 14 loai ra thich nhiing y twrong vién vong, T6i nham chan dén
phat s va thure t& hon bat ctr ai. Thir hai, con doi khat ¢6 thé am mo Iy trf ciia t0i, va anh k¥ thuat s6 ¢6 thé tao ra rat nhiéu thi.

Nhung d6i miét do thi khong...

bai H’é.t clia nang, Mét cta Elizabeth. Khong c6 cach nao, t6i nghi, ching 6 ’thé 13 nhitng birc anh cii duge ché tac dua vao mot doan video ky thuat s0.
Doi mit d6 thude ve vo t6i. Liéu dau oc day 1y tri rach roi ctia tdi ¢ chédc chan chuyén d6? Khong, di nhién khong. Toi khong phéai mbt g3 ngoc. Nhung
gitra cai nhin thay va tat ca nhiing cau hdi dt ra, t6i da gat bo gan hét cudc trinh dién video cuia Shauna. T6i da vé nha va van tin minh nhan duge mot 1a
thu ctia Elizabeth.

Bay gir toi khong biét phai nghi gi. Say xin ¢6 & ¢6 ich & it nay.

Chloe ding lai hit hit ngiri ngtri gi d6. To6i dot dudi anh dén duong va nhin cai bong bi kéo dai ra ctia minh.

Thoi diém hon.

Chloe stia mjt cai bong chuyen dong trong bui rdm. MOt con sée chay vut qua dudng. Chloe gam gir va vor dudi theo. Con soc dimg va quay vé phia
ching toi. Chloe sua 1én mot tiéng nhur mudn néi thing-kia-méay-may-niin-day-tao-dang-bi-xich. C6 nang khong ¢6 ¥ thé. Chloe la mdt cd em thuan
ching yéu dudi nhit nhét.

Thoi diém hon.

Toi nghiéng dau v& mdt phia nhu Chloe khi n6 nghe thély tiéng dong la. Toi nghi mdt lin nita vé céi t0i da théty hom qua trén iy tinh - va 10 nghi dén
nhirg khé khin ai d6 phai trai qua dé gitr bi mét cho toan bd chuyén nay. Céi email v6 danh d6 bao t6i nhan vao mot hyperlink vao “thoi diémhon”. Cai
email thir hai tao ra mdt tai khoan méi dirng tén toi.

Ching dang theo doi...

Ai d6 da phai lam viéc rat vat va dé giit cho nhitng lién lac nay khong bi 16 ra.

Thoi diém hon...

Néu aid6 - duge rdi, néu Elizabeth - chi mudn giri cho toi mdt thong diép, sao nang khong don gidn goi dién thoai hay viét n6 ra trong mot cai emil.
Sao lai khién t6i nhdy qua mot dong nhitng cai vong thir thach nay?

Cau tra 10i 13 rang: bi mat. Ai d6 - t6i khong n6i Elizabeth mdt lan nira - muén giit bi mét tit ca nhing chuyén nay.



Va néu ban c6 mdt bi mét, s& khong c6 gi a la khi ban mudn gt khong cho ai d biét bi mat ndy. Va c6 thé ke duge coi k “ai d6” dang theo di hay tim
kiémhay ¢ gang timra ban. Hodc Ia thé, hoac 1a ban bi hoang tudng, Thong thirong t6i s€ ve phe vdi bénh hoang twdng nhung...

Ching dang theo doi...

Chinh xac thi cai d6 c6 nghiia gi? Ai dang theo ddi? FBI? Va néu FBI thyc sy dimg déng sau nhimg céi email kia, tai sao bon ho lai canh bo toi bang
cach d6? FBI muon t6i hanh dong.

Thoi diém hon...

Toi sitng nguodi. Pau Chloe quiit theo huréng toi.

Oi Chia o, sao t6i lai c6 thé ngu ngbe dén thé?

Bon chiing khong budn ding day troi.

Rebecca Schayes gio ddy ndm trén ban, rén ri nhur mot con ché sap chét bén vé dudng, Thinh thoang, ¢ thit ra vai tir, hai hay thAm chi ba tir ctng mot
lie, nhung ching khong tao thanh mdt chuoi mach lac. C6 da ¢ qua mite ¢ the khoe duge. Man van xin da cham dit. Mat ¢6 van mo to va thit than
hoan toan; gio day khong nhin thay gi ca. Tri ¢ ¢d da v vun gilta nhitng tiéng kéu gao that thanh murdi im phit trude.

Péng kinh ngac, Wu khong dé lai diu vét nao. Khong déu vét nao, nhung trong ¢d gia di hai muoi tudi.

Rebecca Schayes khong biét chit gi. Bac s Beck dén gip 6 ta boi vi mdt tai nan 6t0 cii ma that ra khong phéi la mdt tai nan 6t6. C6 ca nhing birc anh
nita. Beck da cho rang c6 ta chup chiing. C6 ta khong chup.

Cam gidc dang phat sinh trong bung Larry Gandle - ci cam gidc bét dAu chi i hoi  gai gai khi g ln d4u tién nghe chuyén nhimng thi thé dugc tim thiy &
caihd - cir manh dén Ién. C6 thir gi d6 khong 6n démhom dé. Cai do thi chéc chin. Nhung bay gidr Larry Gandle con so ¢6 18 moi thir déu hoa ra
khong 6n.

Pa dén Iic sy that phai duge hé 16.

Ga da kiém tra voi ngudi theo doi ctia gi. Beck dang dét chd di dao. Mot minh. Theo bing chimg Wu sép dat sin, d6 s& | mdt chimg cir ngoai pham
rat toi.

Bon FBI s& x¢ vun n6 bang nhimg tring cudi 1on.

Larry Gandle tién dén c4i ban. Rebecca Schayes ngudc Ién va thét ra mot 4m thanh khing khiép, mot thir giao thoa giira rén ri the thé va tiéng cudi bi
dat.

Ga gf sung Ién tran c6. C tht ra thir 4m thanh d6 mot lan nita. Ga ban hai phét va toan b thé giéi chim vao im king.
Toi bt dau vé lai nha, nhung t6i nghi vé 10 canh béo.
Ching dang theo ddi...

Tai sao lai iéu finh thé? C6 mbt cira hidu Kinko cach day ba toa nha. Ho md ctra hai tur gio mot ngay. Khi mo cira ra, toi hiéu tai sao. Nira dém, ctra
hiéu dong nghet. L6 16c nhitng ngurdi kinh doanh da mét Ir mang theo giay to, slide cho may chicu va nhiing to poster.

Téi dmg trong mdt hang 16n xon dugc ngin bang ddy nhung nhau nhi va doi dén huot minh. N6 khién toi nhé cai hoi dén ngin hang nhiing ngiy chua c6
thé ATM. Nguoi phu nir dimg trude t6i dién mdt b vest cong s6 - e nira démnhé - va nhimg ci bong to thit it dudi mét dit dé c6 thé bi nham thanh
mot tay khuan hanh Iy trong khach san. Dang sau toi, mt ngudi dan éng toc xoan, quan 4o sam mau 1t dién thoai di dong va bt dau bam bam

“Thura 6ng?”’

Mot ngudi niic 4o khoac ddng phyc ciia Kinko chi vao Chloe.

“Ong khong dugc mang theo ché vao ddy.”

Toi toan bao anh ta t6i da mang vao 10i nhung nghi tt hon [ thoi. Nguoi phy nit méc bd vest cong s0 khong phan img gi. Ong toc xoan ao quan sim
mau nhin vai yc’n' t61 kieu dong-chi- s€;— lér{} gi-day. Toi vut ra ngpéi, budc Chloe vao mdt céi cdt tinh tién cho bai dau xe, rdi lai vao trong. Ong tdc Xodn
nhuong lai cho clia t6i trong hang, Van dé cu xir ¢6 gido duc day.

Mudi phut sau, t6i ding dau hang, Nhan vién Kinko tré ndy xang xai mdt cach thai qua. Anh ta chi cho t6i may tinh & cudi phong va giai thich chim hon
rua cach tinh tién theo phut ctia ctra hang,

Toi git dau sudt trong bai dién tir nho nhé ctia anh ta va ding nhip vao web.



Thoi diém hon.

NO, t0i nhén ra, 1 chia khoa. Email dau tién da n6i dén thoi diém hon, khong phéi 6:15 P.M. Tai sa0? CAu tré ki 10 ranh ranh. D6 B mdt mét ma -
phong khi nhitng ke khong phi hop mo tay vao céi email. Ngudi giri da nhn ra né ¢6 kha nang bi doc lén. Ngudi giri da bict chi minh t61 hicu cai thoi
diém hon nghiia 1a the nao.

D6 chinh 14 e t6i nghi ra.

Trude hét, tén tai khoan Bat Street. Khi Elizabeth va t6i lon Ién, ching t61 thuong dap xe xudi phd Morewood Street t6i san Little League. Co mOt my
phu thily gi song trong can nha miu vang da bac mau. Ba ta song mot minh va quic mt nhin nhiing dira tré di ngang qua. Thanh ph6 nao ciing 6 mot ba
gia ghé ron kiéu d6. Ba ta thuong dugc dat biét danh. Trong truong hop cuia bon t6i, bon ti goi ba ta Ia Bat Lady.

T6i mo trang Bigfoot mot lan nita. Toi gd Morewood vao 6 tén dang nhap.

Bimg canh t6i, tay nhan vién tré va xang xai thai qua cta cira hiéu Kinko dang nhai lai bai dién vin v& web cho gi dan 6ng toc xoan toan thin sam mau.
T61 nhan phim tab va chuyén xuong 6 gd mat khau.

Péau mdi Teenage thi d& hon. Vo niam hoc 1dp 11, ching t6i dén nha ctia Jordan Goldman mdt t6i mudn ngay thir Sau. C6 1§ khoang mudi dira. Jordan
da timra cho bo n6 giau phim sex. Chura ¢ dira nao trong 1 bon t61 tirng xem phim d6 ca. Ca I xem, cudi guong gao, phun ra vai nhdn xét 4c y nhur
thuong I€ va cam thay tuc tiu sung sudng,

Khi bon ti can mot cai tén cho di bong chiy ctia trudng, Jordan goi y diing ci tén ngu ngde ctia bd phim kia:

Teenage Sex Poodles.

T6i g5 Sex Poodles vao 6 mét khau. Toi kho nhoc nudt khan va nhdp chudt vao biéu trong Déng nhép.

Toi liéc qua ga dan 6ng toc xoan. Ga dang chdm chii vao mdt muc tim kiém trén Yahoo! Toi nhin Ién céi ban phia trude. Ngwoi phu nit vAn vest cong so
dang nhan nhé véi mit nhan vién khac ctia Kinko ciing hoi-qua-phon-vao-céi-lic-nira-dém-nay.

Toi doi thong béo 16i. Nhung An ndy chuyén d6 khong xay ra... Mot bang chio mimg xudt hién. Phia trén cing viét:
Xin chao, Morewood!

Phia dudi viét:

Ban c¢6 mdt email trong hdp thur.

Tim ti nhu mdt con chim dép thinh thinh 1én 16ng ngue.

Toi nhdp chudt vao biéu tuong Thu mdi va lai rung chan. Khong ¢6 Shauna ¢ bén limnd dimg lai. Qua ctra s0 cira hang t6i c6 thé nhin thiy Chloe dang
bi xich lai ctia t6i. N6 nhin thay t6i cat tiéng sta. Toi dua mdt ngdn tay Ién mdi va ra hiéu cho n6 im lang,

Noi dung l4 thur xuét hién:

Washington Square Park. Gap em & goc phia Dong Nam
Nam gio' ngay mai.

Anh s€ bi bam duoi.

Va cubi thu:

Du thé ndo di nita, em yéu anh.

Hy vong con chim bi giam:trong}éng kia s& khong chét va pha 1ong dé duroc tir do. Toi nga ngudi ra sau. Nudc niit gian giua, nhung lin dau tién trong
mot khoang thoi gian dai dang dang, t6i nd duge mot nu cudi thuc su.

Elizabeth. Nang van i nguoi thong minh nhét toi timg biét.
Ban dang doc truyén Pung Noi Mot Ai dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.
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Lic 2:00 A.M, i bd duoc Ién girdng va ndmngira ra. Tran nha bét dau tao ra nhitng ¢ xoay tron ndc-nhidu-qué-mirc. Toi bam chit iy canh girdng
va ti nguoi lén do.

Shauna trude d6 hoi ti ¢6 timg ham mubn ngoai tinh sau khi két hon khong. C6 thém doan sau - doan “sau khi két hon” - boi vi ¢d biét mdt vu khac.
Theo ly thuyét i noi, t6i the sw ¢6 lira dbi Elizabeth mot lan, méic di lira ddi nghe khong ding cho Em. Lira d6i c6 nghia 2 am diu hai cho nguoi
khac. Nhung viéc d6 khdng gay ton hai Elizabeth - t6i chic chan thé - nam thir nhat dai hoc, t6i c6 du vao mot bude ngoét déang khinh duogc goi 1a moi-
tinh-sinh-vién-mot-dém. Vi to mo, t6i nghi thé. Thir nghi€m hoan toan va xac thit thuan ty. T6i khong thich chuyén d6 lam. Toi s€ tranh cho ban cai sao
ngit cti rich tinh-duc-khong- tinh-yéu- 1a-vo-nghia. Khong phai vay. Nhung trong khi t61 nghit kha dé dang d€ quan hé tinh duc v6i mt ai d6 ma minh
khong biet hay thich mdt cach dac biét, thi ¢ lai qua dém1a cd mdt kho khan. Sy ham mudn nhur n6 14 the, thuan tiy sinh ly. Mot khi sur, e hem, bre xic
duoc gidi téa, t6i muon bien luon. Tinh duc 1a cho tat ca moi ngudi; hau tinh dyc thi chi cho ngurdi tinh ma thoi.

Bién minh kha 6n, phéi khong?

Néu no quan trong, toi ngd Elizabeth chéc hn ciing m viée gi d6 tuong tur. Ching t6i déu dong ¥ ca hai nén thir “gip g&” - “gip g5 i mot tir thit map
mo, ham chira tat ca - nhitng ngudi khac khi ching t61 méi vao dai hoc. Bat ctr syr khong chil y ndo, vi the s& dugc dua thern vao cudc thir nghiém sy
rang budc trong moi quan hé. Moi lan ndi dén chuyén d6, Elizabeth déu chdi chura tirng c6 mdt ai khac. Nhung roi lai mdt 1an nita, toi cling the.

Cai giuong cur xoay tron khi t61 ban khoan: Minh lam gi bay gio?

Viée dau tién, ti doi dén néim gior chiéu ngity mai. Nhung toi khong thé chi ngdi khong cho dén liic 6. Toi da ngdi khong di rdi, cém on rét nhicu. Su
that 1a - mdt sy thit t6i khong thich thi nhan ngay ca voi chmhmlnh - 161 da do du & chd céiohé. Boi Vl t01 so. Toi Ién khdi nurdc va ngap ngtmg, Viée d6
tao co hoi cho’ ké kia danh t6i. Va t6i khong danh tra sau cu dap dég tién. Toi kh{)ng dambd vao ké tan cong minh. T6i khong tiim chét han, thdm chi
tung mdt ¢l dam ciing khong, Toi chi guc xudng, Toi che ngudi va dau hang va dé ké manh hon kia mang vo minh di.

Khong phai mt lan nita.

Toi suy xét viée hoi chuyén bd v ti mdt lan nita - 16 mOn mot & Hoyt khong ho hoi gidp d miy khi t0i dén théim Ein trude - nhung Bm vy ¢6 ich g
khong? Hoyt hofic dang n6i doi hodc... hodc 61 khong biet gi. Nhung I thur rét rd rang. Bimg néi mot ai. Cach duy nhat t6i c6 thé lam dé khién ong noi
ra 12 n6i cho 6ng biét toi nhin thay cai gi 6 & camera trén phd. Nhung t6i van chua san long lam the.

Toi ra khoi girdng va nhay dén chd méy tinh. Toi lai bat dau luét mang. Pén sang, t6i dd gan lén duoc ké hoach.

Gary Lamont, chong Rebecca Schayes, khong hoang mang ngay lp tirc. Vo anh thuong lam viée khuya, rat khuya, thinh thoang con ngii qua dém trén
mdt cai vong & goc xa bén phéi ciia studio. Vi vay khi da dén bon gio sang va Rebecca van chura vé nha, anh chi hoi lo chir khong hoang mang,

[t nhit d6 1a diéu anh thim nghi

Gary goi dén studio, nhung may tir dong tra loi. Mot Jn nita, chuyén d6 khong phai I hiém. Khi dang lam viéc, Rebecca ghét bi lam phién. C6 thdm chi
khong dat dién thoai phu trong phong t6i. Anh dé lai tin nhén va ra giudng nam lai.

Gic ngu dén chap chon. Gary suy tinh lam thir gi khac, nhung viée do s& chi khién Rebecca phat cau. C6 1 nguoi tinh than tw do, va néu ¢6 tinh trang
cang thing trong mbi quan hé tron ven ctia ho, thi d6 hin i do kiéu sdng kha “truyén thdng” ctia anh “chat dut” doi canh tir do sang tao ctia co. Tir cia
cO.

Vi vy anh tao khong gian cho c6. D& khong chit canh ctia ¢b hay bét ctr thir gl

Vo Itc bay gidr sang, lo Fing cit cao 1én thanh thir gi d6 gin v6i ndi so hai thuc sur. Gary goi dién danh thirc Arturo Ramirez, tay tro Iy gy nhing vin do
den ctia Rebecca.

“T6i vira m6i vé nha,” Arturo chénh choang than phién.

Gary giai thich tinh hubng, Arturo, ngi quén mic nguyén quan 4o, ching budn thay db. Anh ta lao ra khoi cira. Gary hira s& gip anh ta tai studio. Anh
voi di xuong khu trung tim A.

Arturo dén trude va thiy cira studio md hé. Anh ta ddy mo rong ra.

“Rebecca?”

Khong c6 tiéng tr 1oi. Artuno goi tén c6 mot Bn nita. Van khong cd tiéng tra 1bi. Anh ta bude vao v et méit nhin khép studio. C6 khong ¢ ¢ d6. Anh
ta mg ctra phong t6i. Mui axit trang phim gat nhu moi khi van con nong nic, nhung c6 thir gi khc nira, mot thir md mo va cam thay duoc 10 rang, van
6 kha ning khién anh ta dung toc gay.

Thir gi 36 mang tinh nguoi 10 rét.



Gary 1& qua goc dudng vira kip nghe tiéng hét.
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Budi sang, ti chdp voi mdt miéng banh mi va di vé huéng Tay trén Dudng 80 trong vong bén muoi lam phit. Buong 80 ¢ New Jersey la mit tuyén
duong kha nham chan. Mot khi ban qua khoi Saddle Brook hay ¢& d6, nha ctra bién sach va ban dugc di mét v6i nhitng hing cay gidng hét nhau ca
hai bén duong. Chi nhitng bién bao hiéu giira céc tiéu bang i phé v céi trang thai don diéu nham chan do.

Khi r& khoi Buong 163 ¢ mot thi trén tén Gardensville, t6i cho xe chay chém lai va nhin ra dam c6 cao. Tim toi bt dau dép thinh thich. Toi khong bao
i dén day - t6i ¢d tinh tranh cai doan dudng ni giita hai tiéu bang ndy trong tim ndm qua - nhung tai ddy, chua day mot trim mét cach chd xe toi bay
i, ho da tim thy thi thé Elizabeth.

Toi xem huréng di ma t6i da in ra toi qua. Van phong diéu tra nhitng vu chét bét thuong Hat Sussex c6 trén trang Mapquest.com, vi vay tir cach do tram
met 61 da bict duong dén cho ndy the ndo. Vén phong la mot dang nha kho c6 rém che kin, khong bang hiéu hay chir vict trén ctra s6, mot khoi chir
nhét bang gach tron khong khung bao v&, nhung ma ndy, ban ¢ can nhitng thir nhu thé & mot nha chira xac khong? Toi dén trude tam rudi va dich xe
ra sau mot chut. Van phong van khda imim. Cang hay.

Mot chiée Seville Cadillac vang anh xanh chay vao 6 ghi Timothy Harper, Nhan vién giam dinh phap y Hat. Nguwdi dan 6 0ng trong xe dap diéu thudc la
trure khi bude ra - viée ¢6 bao nhiéu nhan vién giam dinh phap y hit thuc chua bao gioy thoi deo dang t01. Harper cao bang t6i, chua t6i 1,8 mét, da
mau 6 liu va toc mong, mau xam. Ong ta thiy t6i dimg & cira va nghiém mit lai. Khong ai mudn nghe tin tot nh ma mai dau budi sang da dén nha xéc.
Ong ta cham ri tién lai phia toi. “Toi giip i duoc ong?” ong ta noi.

“Béc siHarper?”

“Phai, toi day.”

“T6i 14 bac s David Beck.” Bac si Vay chiing t6i i dong nghiép. “Téi xin ong mot chiit thoi gian.”

Ong khong phan tmg gi khi nghe tén t6i. Ong By ra mdt chia khoa va mo cira. “Sao ching ta khong vao van phong ctia t6i nhi?”

“Camon 6ng.”

Toi theo 6ng di doc hanh lang, Harper bét cac cong tac dén. Nhing bong den huynh quanh trén trdn nha mién cudng sang kén ting cai mot. San nha st
soat Iop 16t san. Noi ndy trong giong mot trung timy t& v danh hon 1 nha ciia ci chét, nhung c6 18 d6 m6i | muc dich ctia nd. Tiéng bude chan cia
ching t6i doi lai, hoa An véi tiéng vo vo ctia bong dén nhur thé dang theo nhip. Harper nhit mot chdng thur 1én va mau chong phén loai ching trong lic
ching t6i budce di.

Phong riéng cta Harper cling khong c6 khung chin bao vé. Ph(‘)ng duroc trang bi loai ban kim loai ban c6 thé thiy gido vién ding tai truong tiéu hoc. Ghé
£0 duoc danh vée-ni hoi qua tay, thict keé don gian. Mot vai van bang treo trén mot bire trdng. Ong cling hoc y & Columbia, t6i nhin thy, tuy nhién tot
nghiép trude t6i khoang hai mroi nam Khong c6 anh nguoi thin trong gia dinh, khong ctip danh golf, khong bang khen trong khung kinh, khong gi riéng
tu. Khach dén van phong nay khong phai dé trd chuyén than mit. Thir cudi cting ma ho can thiy [ anh thing chéu ndi dang mim cuoi cia ai do.

Harper gip tay lai va dt trén ban. “Téi ¢6 thé m gi cho 6ng, béac si Beck?”

“Tam nam trude,” toi bat dau, “vo t6i duoc dira dén day. C6 Ay 1 nan nhan ctia mdt tén giét nguoi hang loat tén 1 KillRoy.”

T6i khong gioi miy & khoan doc nét mit. Giao tiép bang niit chura bao gidr 1 s& trudng clia 1. Vi t6i, ngdn ngit co thé c6 rat #t y nghia. Nhung khi
nhin Harper, t6i khong thé ngan minh ty héi dicu gi khién mot nhan vién gidm dinh phap y Ao luyén, mdt nguoi uén ngu trong the gidi clia cai chet, tai
nhot di nhur vay.

“T6i nhd,” 6ng khé noi.

“Ong da kham nghi¢m tir thi?”

“Phai. Mot phin.”

“Mot phir”

“Phai. Canh sat lién bang ciing ¢6 tham gia. Ching t6i hop téc trong vu d6, tuy nhién FBI khong c6 nhin vién diéu tra nhimg céi chét bt thuong, vi vy
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chiing t6i tién hanh trudc.”

“Guom da,” t6i noi. “Néi cho 61 ong nhin thiy gi khi ho dura thi thé vao day ln dau tién.”
Harper nhip nhdm trén ghé. “Téi c6 thé hoi vi sao 6ng mudn biét didu d6 khong?”

“To6i I mdt nguoi chong dang dau don.”

“Chuyén d6 da qua tim namroi.”

“Tét thay ching ta déu dau dén theo cach riéng ctia minh, bac sia.”

“Phai, t6i biét chic chén | vay, nhung...”

“Nhung sao?”

“Nhung t6i mudn biét ong mubn gi & day.”

Toi quyét dinh vao d& tryc tiép. “Ong chup anh tét ca tir thi dwoc dura vao ddy, phai khong?”

Ong ludng hy. T6i cam nhan thiy. Ong thdy t6i nhan ra va hing giong, “Phai, hién tai, ching t6i ding k thuat s6. N6i cach khéc, mdt méy anh s6. No
cho phép chiing t6i lru giit anh va nhiéu hinh khéc nhau trén may tinh. Chiing t6i thiy n6 hitu ich cho ca viée chuan doan va Ién danh myc thong ké.”

Toi gat dau, khong quan tim Ong dang huyén thuyén. Khi 6ng dimg, t6i n6i, “Ong c6 chup anh vo t6i khi khiam nghiém tir thi khong?”
“Puong nhién 14 c6. Nhung... ong n6i cach ddy bao lau rdi?”

“TAmnam.”

“Khi y ching t6i ding méy anh chup Ay ngay.”

“Va nhitng tAm anh Ay ngay d6 gio phit ny dang & dau, bac si?”

“Trong ho so.”

To6i nhin c4i ti cao dung hd so dimg trong goc phong nhur mot anh linh gac.

“Khong phai & d6,” ng nhanh miéng n6i thém. “Vu vo ong da dong. Ké giét c6 4y da bi bit va két an. Hon nita cach ddy hon nim nam.”
“Vay n6 ¢ dau?”

“Phong Iuu trit. O Layton.”

“T6i mudn xem nhirg tim anh do, néu c6 thé.”

Ong viét voi thir gi d6 va ciii ddu xudng méanh gidy. “Toi s& xemk§.”

“Bac si?”

Ong ngwéc Ién.

“Ong n6i 6ng nhé vo tH1.”

“Phai, y t6i 1, mdt chit. Ching t6i khong c6 nhidu vu 4n mang ¢ ddy, diic biét 1 nhitng vu nghiém trong qua mirc.”
“Ong ¢6 nhé tinh trang co thé c6 4y?”

“Khong nhé Bm. Y t6i 3, khong nhé chi tiét hay bat cir thir gl

“Ong c6 nho ai da nhan dang ¢6 ay khong?”

“Khong phai 6ng u?”

“Khong”

Harper gii giii thai dwong. “Cha c6 4y, phai khong?”

“Ong ¢6 nhé 6ng Ay mat bao 1u dé nhan dang duoc khong?”



“Bao Auu?”

“Ngay lap tire 4? Hay mit mot vai phit? Nam phut, muoi phit?”

“Toi thye su khong n6i duogc.”

“Ong khong nho 13 ngay 1p tirc hay khong 42

“T6i xin 161, t61 khong nhé.”

“Ong vira n6i day b mot vu I6n.”

“Phai.”

“C6 16 vu I6n nhat ciia 6ng?”

“Chung t6i ¢6 vu giét ngudi dura banh pizza tan bao mdt vai ndm trude,” dng ta néi. “Nhung, ding vdy, toi ndi day 1 mdt trong nhitng vu 16n nht.”
“Véy mi ong khong nhd cha ¢6 Ay ¢6 gip khé khiin gi khi nhan dang thi thé khong u?”
Ong khong thich thé. “Béc siBeck, vdi tat ca sur kinh trong, t6i khong hiéu ong dang mubn gi.”
“T6i Ia mdt ngudi chdng dang dau don. Toi dang hoi mdt vai cau hoi don gian.”

“Giong diéu cua 6ng,” 6ng ta noi. “N6 c6 vé hung hang,”

“C6 mot ly do nao cho chuyén d6 khong?”

“Nghiia 1 thé quai nao?”

“Lam thé nao ong biét ¢6 Ay 1 nan nhan cia KillRoy?”

“Toi khong biét.”

“Vay lam thé nao ma FBI lai ¢6 lién d6i?”

“C6 nhitng ddu vét nhan dang..”

“Y ong I ¢6 Ay bi danh dau bang chir cai K?”

“Phai.”

Hién gid t6i dang trén da lan, va thdy nd diing mot cach ky quic. “Vay la canh sat da ¢6 Ay vao ddy. Ong bt dau kham nghiém c6 dy. Ong phét hién
thay chir caiK...”

“Khong, ho dén day ngay lap tirc. Y 6i 1 canh sat lién bang y.”

“Trude khi thi thé dugc dua vao day?”

Ong nguéc 1én, hoic dang nh¢ lai hodic dang phia ra. “Hodc sau d6 ngay lap tirc. Toi khong nho.”
“Lam thé nao ho biét vé thi thé nhanh dén vay?”

“T6i khong biét.”

“Ong khong c6 chitt y twdng ndo u?”

Harper khoanh tay trde ngure. “Toi phong doan rang mot trong nhirng nhan vién tai hién trdng vu 4n da phat hién thiy chit dong ddu va goi FBI.
Nhung d6 chi Ia mdt udc doan hoi ¢ chit co s¢ thoi.”

May nhéin tin trén hong t6i lai rung Ién. T6i m6 ra xem. Phong khdm c6 mdt ca cap ctru.

‘Téirrét ldy im tiéc cho mit mét ctia 6ng,” dng ndi bang mot giong day kinh nghiém. “T6i hiéu ndi dau ng phai trai qua, nhung hom nay lich m viée ctia
toi rat ban. Co € ong co thé hen vao ngay khac...”

“Ong phai mit bao 1u dé ly duoc hd so ctia vo t6i?” t6i hoi.



“T6i tham chi khong chic minh c6 thé im vay duoc. Y t6i 4, t6i s& phéi kiém tra...”

“Quyén tir do duoc biét thong tin.”

“Xin thir 11, ong n6i gi co?”

“T6i da tra ciru vé nd sang nay. Vu vo toi hién gior da ding. Toi c6 quyén xem hd so ctia ¢o dy.”

Harper phai biét diéu o - t0i khong phai  nguroi dau tién yéu cu xem ho so kham nghiém tir thi - va ong ta bat dau git dau nhigt tinh hon. *“Tuy nhién,
van c6 mit vai viéc ong phai thue hién theo ding quy tac, dién mdt so giay t0.”

“Ong dang mudn tri hoan?”” t6i noi.

“Thtr 18i cho t6i, sao kia?”

“Vor t6i i nan nhan ctia mot tdi 4c khing khiép.”

“Toi hiéu diéu d6.”

“Va t6i c6 quyén xem ho s0 clia Vo 0L Néu ong dinh i vao chuyén ndy, t0i s ty hoi tai sao. Toi chua bao gio n6i chuyén voi bdo chi vé vo toi hay ké
giét ¢o ay. Bay gio t6i s& rat vui mimg lAm viéc ndy. Va tat ca ching t6i s€ tw hoi tai sao mdt nhén vién giam dinh phap y dia phuong lai Am kho t0i qua
nre voi mot yéu cau don gian dén nhur vay.”

“Nghe nhu mdt 101 de doa, bac siBeck.”

Toi dtmg day. “Toi s& quay lai day sang mai,” toi noi. “Xin vui Iong chun bi sin h so ctia v toi.”

Toi dang hanh dong, Cam gidc thich thi khing khiép.
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Thanh tra Roland Dimonte va Kevin Krinsky ctia bd phén phu trach nhimg vu 4n mang ctia S6 canh st thanh phd New York dén hién truong dAu tién,
thim chi trude ca canh sat mic dong phuc. Dimonte, mt ngudi dan 6ng toc dau damme bot da rdn gom guoc va tam xia ring bi nhai nét, tien Ién trude.
Anh ta hét Ién ra Iénh. Hién trudng 61 ac ngay lap tirc duoc khoanh lai. Mot vai phit sau, cac k¥ thudt vién phong lab tir Pon vi Hién truong Toi 4c dén
va tan ra lam viéc.

“Céch ly nhan chirng,” Dimonte néi.

Chi ¢ hai ngudi: mdt ong chdng va mot ké 1p di bi an van db den. Dimonte nhan thdy ngudi chong c6 vé quan tri, méic dii c6 thé 1 gia vo. Nhung céi gi
quan trong thi lam trude.

Dimonte, van nhai tim, dn ké p di bian - tén héin, chang Ky gi im la, Arturo - sang mbt bén. Tén nhoc xanh mét. Thong thuong, Dimonte s& doan &
ma tly, nhung han da non ra mat xanh mat vang khi tim thay thi thé.

“Cau 6n chtr?” Dimonte hoi. Nhur thé anh ta quan tim

Arturo git dau.

Dimonte hdiné c6 gi bt thurong xay ra lién quan dén nan nhan gan day khong C0, Arturo tra 1oi. Viée gi? Hom qua, Rebecca c6 nhan mbt cu dién thoai
khién c6 bi xao tron. Ai goi? Arturo khong rd, nhung mdt gior sau, 6 thé chura dén, Arturo khong chic - mdt nguroi dan dng ghé dén gip Rebecca. Khi
nguoi do diroi, Rebecca kining hoang tot do.

“Céau c6 nhé tén nguoi dan ong d6 khong?”

“Beck,” Arturo noi. “C6 4y goi anh ta 1 Beck.”

Shauna bo tAm ga trai girong ciia Mark vao méy sdy. Linda dén sau co.

“N6 lai d4i dAm” Linda noi.
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“Chiia oi, em that am tuong,”

“Dimg xéu tinh thé.” Linda budc di. Shauna mé migng xin 161, nhung khong ni dugc gl Khi ¢ chuyén di lin du tién - fan duy nhét - Mark da phén img
rét t0i t¢. Bat dau d4i dAm Khi c6 va Linda téi hop, viéc ddi dm chém diit. Cho dén by gio.

“N6 biét chuyén gi dang xay ra,” Linda n6i. “N6 ¢ thé cam nhén thiy sy cang thing”
“Thé emmubn t& lim thé ndo, ha Linda?”

“Bat cir diu gi can phai hm”

“Té s& khong chuyén di nita dau. T6 hira.”

“Ro rang nhur thé chura du.”

Shauna ném mot miéng im mém Vai Vao my sdy. Néi‘mét moi hin 1én khuon mét ¢6. C6 khdng can cai nay. C6 1 mdt nguoi mau kiém bon tién. Co
khong theé dén cho lam ma dudi mat sung hip thAm quang hay toc khong dng murot duge. Co khong can cai thir phai gio nay.

C6 chan ng'?iy tht ca roi. Chén viée ndi tro khong hop voi c6 chit nao. Chan sirc ép do nhing tay cai cach xa hoi khon nan gy ra. Quén di su c6 chép,
dicu do thi dé. Nhung sirc ép 1én mot cép dong tinh nit voi mt dira tré - do nhitng ké ing ho duogc cho Ja c6 thién chi dét ra - con qua mirc ngat the.
Neéu mdi quan hé nay tan v, n6 s& la s that bai cho toan b chu nghia dong tinh hay thir gi d6 chét tiét nhu vy, nhw thé miy cép d6i khong dong tinh
chd bao gio chia tay nhau dy. Shauna khong phai i mjt chién si tham gia thip tir chinh. C6 bict diéu d6. Ich ky hay khong, hanh phuc ctia ¢6 s& khong bi
hy sinh trén b¢ tho cuia “dicu thién vi dai hon”.

C6 tu hoi khong biét Linda c6 cam thiy thé khong,

“Emyéu cau,” Linda noi.

“T6i cling yéu em.”

Ho nhin nhau. Mark lai dang d4i dAm. Shauna khong thé hy sinh ban than vi diéu thién vi dai hon. Nhung c6 s& hi sinh vi Mark.

“Véay minh lam gi day?”” Linda hoi.

“Minh s& giai quyét dugc.”

“Cau nghi minh ¢ thé u?”

“Em cd yéu t& khong?”

“Cau biét em c6 ma,” Linda noi.

“Em c6 van nghi t& 1 sinh vat tuyét voi, thi vi nht trén hanh tinh xanh ctia Chiia khong?”

“O, van a,” Linda ndi.

“Té ciing thé.” Shauna mim cudi véi cd. “Té i cai gai & mdng b chimg ai ky.”

“U, ding thé.”

“Nhung t6 14 cai gai & mong bi chirng ai ky cua em.”

“Qua chuAn.”

Shauna dich lai gan hon. “Té khong danh cho mdt cude doi véi nhitmg mbi quan hé d& dang, T6 hay thay doi.”

“Cau goi cam chét di dwoc khi thay d6i,” Linda noi.

“Va ngay ca khi to khong thé.”

“Ngam miéng lai va hon emdi.”

Chuong ctra ¢ dudi kéu. Linda nhin Shauna. Shauna nhiin vai. Linda nhin nit trén may dién damndi bd va ndi, “Vang?”

“D6 c6 phai la Linda Beck?”

“Aj déy?”



“Toi I dac vu Kimberly Green ctia Co quan diéu tra Lién bang, Toi di cling ddng sur, dc vu Rick Peck. Chiing t6i xin phép én trén va hoi ¢ vai cau.”

Shauna vuron ngudi téi trude khi Linda kip tré 11, “Luat sur ciia ching t6i tén 1 Hester Crimstein,” ¢6 hét vao méy dién damndi bo. “Ong c6 thé goi cho
ba 4y.”

“C0 khong bj tinh nghi pham t0i gi ca. Ching t6i chi mudn hoi ¢ vai cau hoi...”

“Hester Crinstein,” Shauna ngit 101, “Toi chic 1 6ng ¢6 s6 ctia ba dy. Mot ngay thure syr tt knh nhé.”
Shauna nha nit nhén ra. Linda nhin c6. “Cai quéi gi thé?”

“Em trai em gip ric roi.”

“Sao co?”

“Ngdi xubng ndo,” Shauna néi. “Chiing minh cin n6i chuyén.”

Raisa Markov, nit y ta cham soc 6ng ndi ctia bac si Beck, mo ctra sau tiéng g manh. Bac vu Carlson va Stone, gio ddy lién két lam viée voi thanh tra
Dimonte va Krinsky ctia S¢ canh sat thanh phd New York, dua cho ¢ ta t& giy.

“Lénh ctia lién bang,” Carlson tuyén bd.

Raisa budc qua mdt bén khong phan img, C6 d 1o 1én & X6 viét. Sy hung hang ciia canh sat khong khién c6 so héi.

Tam tay nhan vién ctia Carlson Uia vao noi ¢ cua Beck va tan ra.

“T6i mudn tit ca moi thir dugc ghi lai,” Carlson hét Ion. “Khong sai sot.”

Ho nhanh tay hy vong di trude Hester Crimstein nira b}Iéc. Carlson biét relmg‘ Crimstein, giéng nhu nhiéu udt su bién ho dom dang trong thoi dai hau OJ
Silrp§on nay, nhu mdt bén nguyén liu mang, s& bam lay nhirng ludn chirg vé sy kém cdi va/hodc hanh vi sai trai ctia canh sat. Moi bude di/di
chuyén/hoi thé s€ duge ghi chép lai va duge dua ra lam chimg,

Khi Carlson va Stone dAu tién x0ng vao studio ciia Rebecca Schayes, Dimonte khong vui vé gi méy khi nhin théy ho. DA 6 trd vt tay thudng I giita
nhig dang nam nhi hang x6m canh-sat-dia-phurong-doi-dau-voi-FBI. Rat it thir hop nhat duoc luc hrong FBI va canh sat dia phurong, déc biét trong
mot thanh pho 16n nhu New York.

Nhung Hester Crinstein 1a mdt trong nhiing thir d6.

Ca hai bén biét rellﬂng Crinstein la mot my che déy o luyén va cho san trong cong ching. Ca thé gii € theo doi Khong ai mubn biloai ra vi kém coi
D6 chinh 14 lyc day ¢ ddy. Vivay ho thanh lp m6t lién minh bang tat ca sur tin trong cia mot cai bat tay Palestine-Israel, boi vi cudi cung, ca hai bén
bict ho can chum dau lai va neo chit dugc bang chirng tht nhanh - trudc khi Crimstein lam duc nuée.

FBI da c6 dugc knh kham nha. V6i ho ddy chi la chuyén don gian, di qua Toa nha Lién bang t6i toa an lién bang ¢ quan phia Nam Néu Dimonte va S&
canh sat thanh phd New York mu6n c6 mdt céi lénh, ho phai di dén tru s toa an ctia Hat & New Jersey - qua miat thdi gian trong khi Hester Crimstein
4n nau ngay dudi got chan ho.

“Pic vu Carlson!”

Tiéng hét goi cét Ién tir goc phd. Carlson chay hét tic hre ra ngoai, Stone lach bach theo sau. Dimonte va Krinsky chay theo. Tai chd gd duong, mot
dac vy lién bang tré ding canh mot thing dung rac dang mo ra.

“Céi gi thé?” Carlson hoi.
“C6 thé khong phai thir gi, thura ngai, nhung...”” Tay dzic vu lién bang tré chi xubng mdt thir trong gidng nhur mot doi ging tay bang nhura bj virt bo voi va.

“Goi chimg lai,” Carlson n6i. “Toi mubn ngay lap tire kiémtga xemc0 van tay ding sting hay khong” Carlson quay sang Dimonte. Thoi diém dé hop tac
hon nita - lic ndy, bang cach canh tranh. “S& mat bao lau dé tiéng hanh xong lai phong lab cho anh?”

“Mot ngary,” Dimonte néi. By gio anh ta ngim mdt cdy tim mdi trong miéng va lai bt du nha n6 kha nhiét tinh, “C6 thé hai”
“Khong duge. Ching toi s& phai dira mau ndy ngay xuéng phong lab ctia ching t6i tai Quantico.”

“Anh s& lam dé hoi nhur thé,” Dimonte cim cau béc lai.
“Ching ta d4 dong y theo cai gi nhanh nhét.”

“O lai ddy 14 nhanh nhét,” Dimonte néi. “T6i s& chiu trach nhiém.”



Carlson g@t dau. Nhur anh ta d& mong doi. Néu ban mudn canh sét dia phwong wru tién hang dau mdt vy, hiy de doa tude né di khoi tay ho. Canh tranh,
Moi thir déu tuyét voi.

Nira gios sau, ho nghe thiy mot tiéng hét khéc, 1in ndy dén tir gara. Mot lan nita ho chay hét tdc Irc theo huéng do.

Stone huyt s4o khe khé. Dimonte nhin chim chim. Carlson ctii xudng dé nhin k§ hon.

O d6, dudi nhimg td bao trong mdt sot rac, ¢b mdt khiu sing ngin 9 ly. Hit qua mdt phat, ho biét khiu sing vira méi duoc ding,
Stone quay sang Carlson. Anh ta chéic chin dé nu cudi ctia minh khong bi méy quay bt duroc.

“Bit dwoc hin rdi,” Stone khé khang néi.

Carlson khong n6i gi. Anh ta nhin k§ thuét vién géi khiu stng lai. Rdi, khi d3 nghil xong xudi, anh ta bét diu cau may.
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Cudc goi Kkhén cép Vélq my nhéin tin cta t0i lién quan dén'TJ. N6 va tay vao canh ctra. Véi hau hét bon nhdc, bi thé nghia 13 mt phat xit Bactine clléng
dz}u nhtre; véi TJ, bi the nghia 13 mot dém trong bénh Vlén Khi t6i dén, ho da gan binh truyén cho n6. Ban chira tri chirg mau khong dong bang cung
cap nhing san phAm mau nhu cryoprecipitate hay huyét thanh dong lanh. T6i bao mdt y ta gan binh truyén cho nd ngay lap tiic.

Nhur t6i dé n6i e trude, 61 gap Tyrese JAn dAu tién sau nam trude khi anh ta bj cong tay va chiri ria tuc tiu. Mot gio trude d6, anh ta voi va dua thing
con trai lic d6 mai chin thing tudi, TJ, vao phong cap ciru. Toi c6 mit & d6, nhung khdng dam nhén vai trod chinh. Mot bac sichuyén diéu tri lo cho TJ.

TJ khong phan tmg lai va bi hon mé. N thé khong sau. Tyrese, nguoi cu xir theo biéu db thét thurdng (6i tur hoi, m thé nio, mdt ngudi cha voi va dua
dtra con trai bé bong ctia minh vao phong cap ciru lai c6 thé déng kich duroc?) bao véi bac si trure ban thing bé mbi lic mot yéu di subt ca ngay.

Bic sitryc liéc nhin ¢d y t4 vé ra hiéu. C6 y ta gat dau va di goi dién thoai. Chi 1 dé phong khi.

Kiém tra con nguoi cho thiy dira tré bi xuat huyét rét nhidu trén ca hai vong mac mit, nghiia 13, nhitng mach méu & phia trong ca hai mét da bi vo. Khi
bac si tap hop céc triéu chirng lai - chdy mau vong mac, hon mé sau, va, a trm, nguoi cha - 6ng chuan doan:

Hoi chirng tré em bi nguoc dai

Luc lugng béo vé ¢ trang bi sting dén. Ho cong tay Tyrese, va d6 I lic t0i nghe nhiing tiéng gio thét chiri riia tuc tiu. Toi chay dén gdc phong xem
chuyén gi xé}: ra. Hai thanh vién nﬁg dc}ng phuc ctia S& canh sat thanh phd New York d@n Cung Vo1 mit phu nit vé moi mét tu ACS - dugc goila
Trung tAm HO trg Tré em. Tyrese c0 gang ndi xin cho trudng hop ctia minh. Moi ngudi déu lac dau theo kiéu chiing-ta-dang-song-trong-thé-gidi-nao-
co-chir.

Toi chimg kién nhitng canh tuwong nhur thé ndy hang chuc lAn & bénh vién. Thue ra, t6i con thiy nhitng thir t5i t& hon nhiéu. Toi da chita tri cho mot bé
g ba tudi bi bénh Ay qua duong tinh duc. T6i ¢6 lan phai ding bd dung cu kiém tra tim bang chimg bi cudng hiép trén co thé mdt bé trai bbn tudi bi
chay méu trong, Trong ca hai truong hop - va tit ca nhitng vu lam dung tinh duc trong tur vAy m t6i c6 tham gia chita tri - thi pham hodc | ngudi thin
trong gia dinh hoiic 14 ngudi ban trai gin nhit ciia ba me.

K¢é xéu khong niip & nhitng sén choi, cac em bé a. Hin song ngay trong nha ban.

Toi ciing biét - va s6 lidu thong ké nay chura bao gior théi lam t6i choang vang - hon chin muroi lim phin tram nhirng ca chér} throng so ndo nghi€ém trong
o tré em Ia do bi bao hanh. Dicu d6 tao ra mdt xac xuat cao - hoac thap khng khiep, phu thudc vao diém nhin ctia ban - rang Tyrese da danh dép con
trai minh.

Trong phong cip ctru ndy, ching ti nghe dit moi loai Iy do. Pira bé ngd tir di ving xudng, Nép 16 réng dép vao dAu dira bé. Anh trai thing bé ném dd
choi vao né. Ban lim viéc ¢ day du au, ban tré nén tan nhin hon mit tay canh sat thinh phd tha hoa bién chat nhat. Sy that 13, nhirng dira tré khoe
manh chiu dung duoc céc loai danh dap dot ngdt nay kha tot. Rat hiém khi, ching han, bi ngd moi tir di vang xuong khieén chiy méu vong mac.

Toi khong 6 van dé gi voi chén doan dira tré bi danh dap. Di sao khong phai 1 moi nhin thy lan dau.

Nhung c6 gl d6 ¢ céi cach Tyrese nai xin khién t6i ban khodn dir doi. Khong phai t6i nghi anh ta v6 ti. Toi khong tranh khoi viée dua ra nhimg danh gia
n6ng voi dya trén vé be ngodi - hay ding mot thuat ngi¥ pho bicn nghe ¢6 ve chinh xac hon, phan xa tur nhién. Ching ta déu lam viy. Néu ban sang

duong dé tranh mdt toan choai choai da den, ban dang phan xa tw nhién; néu ban khong sang duong vi ban so' minh s& trong giong nhu mot ke phén biét
ching toc, ban dang phan xa tu nhién; néu ban thiy toan choai choai d6 va thiy chéing lim sao ¢4, ban dén tir mdt hanh tinh ndo d6 ma t6i chra bao gio
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dat chan lén.

Diéu khién t6i phai suy nghi & ddy chinh Ia cai goi la dao thién ac thun tiy. Toi da chimg kién mot trudng hop kinh hai twong tur trong mjt Jn luAn phién
di lam viéc bén ngoai gin ddy ¢ ving ngoai 6 giau c6 Short Hills, New Jersey. Mot ong bd va mjt ba me da tréng, c4 hai dién khong ché vao dau dugc
va Iai mdt chiéc Range Rover ndi thét trang bi hoan hao, voi va dua dira con gai sau thang tubi vao phong cp ciru. Bé gai, dira con thir ba ctia ho, hién
trang nhu TJ.

Khong mdt ai cong tay 6ng bo.

Vi vay i tién vé phia Tyrese. Anh ta liéc nhin toi bang 4nh m¥t ctia nhig ké & trong khu 6 chudt. Trén dudng phd, no s& khién t6i bdi rdi; tai dy, nd
giéng nhur mdt con s6i 1on nguy hiém dang thdi mdt ngdi nha bang gach. “Con trai anh sinh & bénh vién nay?” ti hoi.

Tyrese khong tra 1oi.

“Con trai anh sinh ¢ day, phai hay khong?”

Anh ta d binh tinh lai dé n6i: “Phai.”

“N6 ¢6 duge cit bao quy dau?”

Tyrese lai nhin bang anh mét lic ndy. “Anh thudc loai gay ndo d6?”

“Y anh I c6 hon mt loai?” Toi ddp tra. “Né duogc cit bao quy dau & day, phéi hay khong?”
Mién cudng, Tyrese ndi, “Phai.”

T6i tim s6 an sinh x3 hoi cta TJ va nhdp vao mdy. Hb so ctia n6 hién ra. Toi xemmye cat bao quy du. Binh thuong, Chét tict. Nhung 10i t0i thiy mot
muc khéc. Pay khong phéi i 1in dau tién TJ dén bénh vién. Khi moi dugc hai tudn, bd né dwa nd vao day vi bi chay mau ¢ ron - chay méau tir nim ron.

Kyla.

Ching t6i cho tién hanh mot vai xét - nghiém mAu khi d6, mac du canh sat khang khang doi bt giam Tyrese. Tyrese khong tranh cai. Anh ta chi mubn cac
xét nghiém duroc hoan thanh. Téi b dé ching duoc tién hanh that nhanh, nhung t6i i khong c6 cht quyén Iye nao trong bo may hanh chinh quan liéu nay.
Rat it nguoi im duoc thé. Tuy nhién, phong xét nghiém c6 thé xac dinh qua CAC MAu Mau rang xét nghiém kiém tra thdi gian mau dong bi kéo dai, mic
dii ca thoi gian mAu dong va sb hrong tiéu huyét cau déu binh thrdng, Puoc 16i, dwoc rdi, nhung hdy chiu dung toi mdt chit.

Diéu t6t nhét - va toi t& nhat - dwoc ldnng dinh. Thang bé khong bi ong b an mic nhur & trong khu 6 chudt danh dap tan t&. Chimg méu lodng kho dong
gy ra viée xuat huyét trén vong mac mit. N6 ciing khién thing bé bi n.

Lure lwong bao vé the dai va thao cong cho Tyrese 101 bo di khong ndi mot 1i. Tyrese xoa xoa cd tay. Khong modt ai xin 161 hay n6i mot 1oi cam thong
voi ngudi dan 6ng vira bi bude t6i lam la danh dép dira con trai gio day da bi mil ctia minh.

Hay tudng turong viée d6 ¢ nhiing khu ngoai 6 giau co.

TJ tr& thanh bénh nhan ctia t6i tir do.

Bay gio, trong phong bénh ctia n6, t6i vudt dau TJ va nhin vao doi mét khong nhin théy gi. Bon tré thudng nhin toi bing vé kinh so tuyét ddi, mdt sy giao
thoa manh m gjita so' hai va thanh kinh. Dong nghip cua i tin rang tré con hiéu rd hon ngudi Ion chuyén gi dang xay ra voi ching. Toi nghi cau tré 101
chéc han don gian hon. Tré con coi cha me ching vira gan da vira ¢6 quyén han tuyét doi - vy ma cha me ching day, ngude nhin t6i cham cham, vi bac
s1, voi niém khao khat ménh liét tran day s hai thong thuong chi cé ¢ phan khich ton gido.

Véi mot dira nho, didu gi c6 thé khién kinh hai hon duoc nita?

Mot vai phit sau, mét TJ nhdm lai. N6 ngi thiép di

“N6 chi va vao canh cira thoi ma,” Tyrese n6i. “Thé thoi. N6 bi mii. C6 thé xay ra, ding khong?”

“Chiing t6i can giit thiing bé qua dém,” t6i ndi. “Nhung n6 s& khoe thoi.”

“Bang cach nao?” Tyrese nhin t6i. “Bang cdch ndo n6 ¢6 thé binh thuong trong khi nd khong ngimg chay mau?”

Toi khong c6 cau tra 1oi.

“Toi s& dua nd ra khoi day.”

Y anh ta khong phai 1 bénh vién.

Tyrese cho tay vio ti va bt dau 16i ra nhitng to dollar. T6i khong vui im. Téi gio mt tay 1én va n6i, “T6i s& kiém tra lai sau.”



“Camon vi da dén, bac si Toi rét camkich.”

T6i toan nhic t6i dén vi con trai anh, khong phéi vi anh, nhung t6i chon im king,

Than trong, Carlson nghi khi tim anh ta dap ddn. Phai that than trong,

Bén ngudi - Carlson, Stone, Krinsky va Dimonte - ngdi tai ban hop cung voi Pho phong cong t6 quan Lance Fein. Fein, mjt con chdn day tham vong
voi doi long may nhudng cong 1én khong ngimg va khudén mit qua giong sap dén noi nd trong ¢d vé san sang tan chay trong strc nong cuc dai, dang nhian
nho.

Dimonte n6i, “Ap t6i bt cai thing cho chét d6 di”

“Mot lan nira,” Lance Fein noi. “Tép trung bang chimg cho t6i dé ngay ca Alan Dershowitz ciing mu6n giam hiin lai.”

Dimonte git dau v6i cong sy ctia minh. “Trinh bay di, Krinsky. Lam anh suéng cai.”

Krinsky Iy s6 ghi chép ra va bét dau doc:

“Rebecca Schayes bi bén hai phat vao dAu & cy ly rit gin bang mot khdu sing luc tur dong 9 ly. Theo Iénh khéam nha duoc chinh quyén lién bang ban ra,
mot khau 9 ly duoc xac dinh nam trong gara nha bac si David Beck.”

“C6 dau van tay trén sting?” Fein hoi.

“Khéng. Nhung xét nghiém dan bén khing dinh khau 9 Iy tim thiy trong gara bac si Beck chinh 1 vii khi giét ngwoi.”
Dimonte mim cudi va nhurdng may 1én. “Ai khac nira dang sudng khong?”’

May Fein nhiu lai rdi gian ra. “Xin tiép tuc,” ong ta noi.

“Ciing theo knh khém do chinh quyén fién bang ban ra d6, mdt doi bao tay béng nhyra duoc tim thiy trong mot thing réc tai khu nha ctia béc s David
Beck. Thudc sting con sot lai duge tim thay trén chiéc bao tay phdi. Bac siBeck thuén tay phai.”

Dimonte kéo d6i bét da rin 1én va ddy cai tim hét bén khoe miéng ndy qua bén khoe miéng kia. “Oi, dung thé, em oi, nira di, nira di. Anh thich anh thich
thé.”

Fein cau mit. Krinsky, mt khong roi khoi quyén s, iém mot ngon tay va It sang trang,
“Ciing trén chiéc bao tay phai bang nhura, phong xét nghiém tim ra mot soi toc da duoc khing dinh chéc chin 1 khép v6i mau toc ctia Rebecca Shayes.”
“Oi Chia oi! Oi Chiia oi!” Dimonte bt dau la hét gia vo nhu khi dat dwoc cire khodi. Hodc c6 thé 1 that.

“Xét nghi¢m AND dé xac dinh s& mit thém nhiéu thoi gian,” Krinsky ndi tiép. “Hon nita, dAu vén tay cia bac si David Beck durgc tim thdy tai hién
troong vu 4n mang, neic du khong phai trong phong toi noi thi thé c6 ta duoc phat hién.”

Krinsky gip cudn s6 ctia anh ta lai. Moi con mét d6 don vé Lance Fein.

Fein dimg day va xoa xoa cam Meic cach cu xir ciia Dimonte, tit ca bon ho déu nén biéu 16 chit it choang vang. Can phong ron rao nhirg cam xtic
tien-bat gilt 1én den cao trao va co suc hit dir ddi, loai cam xtic thuong di d6i voi vu an chac chan cd mirc an chung than - tir hinh. S& c6 hop bao,
nhiing ct dién thoai ctia chinh khach va nhitng birc anh trén bao.

Chi Nick Carlson vén con hoi s haii. Anh ta ngdi hét viin roi mo, rdi lai viin céi kep gidy. Anh ta khong thé dimg duoc. Thir gi d6 da Ié Kt vao ving than
kinh ngoai bién ctia anh ta, bam chat cho ria, van chura 13 hinh, nhung & do, va gy cam giac kho chiu chét di duoc. Thir nhat 14 vi, co thiét bi nghe trom
trong nha bac siBeck. Ai d6 dang theo doi anh ta. Nghe Ién dién thoai nita. C6 vé khong ai biet hay quan tam tai sao.

“Lance?” Dimonte ndi.

Lance Fein hing giong. “Anh c6 biét bac siBeck ngay Iic ndy & dau khong?” 6ng ta hoi.

“Phong kham ctia anh ta,” Dimonte n6i. “Toi da b tri hai canh sat mic dong phuc canh chimg anh ta.”

Fein gat dau.

“Théi nao, Lance,” Dimonte néi. “Trao n6 cho t61 di, dai nhan.”

“PAu tién hay goi ba Crimstein d,” Fein noi. “Mot dong thai xa giao lich su.”

Shauna ké gan nhur toan b véi Linda. C6 bo di phan Beck “nhin thay” Elizabeth trén méy tinh. Khong phai vi ¢o ¢6 tin ti gi vao cau chuyén d6. C6 da



chimg minh kh4 rd rang d6 chi la mdt trd Kira k thudt s6. Nhung Beck van ciing dau. Dumg noi mdt ai. Co khong giit bi mit vai Linda, nhung lim thé
thich hop hon Ia phan bdi long tin cua Beck.

Linda doi nhin mit Shauna trong sudt cudc n6i chuyén. Chi khong git dau hay kén tiéng, thim chi khong ca cir dong. Khi Shauna ni xong, Linda hoi,
“C4u c6 nhin thiy nhitng birc anh khong?”

“Khong”
“Canh sat Ay d4u ra ching?”

“Té khong biét.”

Linda dimg dy. “David khong bao gio danh Elizabeth.”

“T¢ biét ma.”

Linda khoanh tay lai. Chj bat dau hit vao that sau. Mt chi tai mét.

“Em 6n chir?” Shauna lo ing,

“Céu khong ké voi em nhing gi?”

“Dicu gi khién em nghi con c6 diéu cau khong ké cho em?”

Linda chi nhin c6.

“Hobi em trai em dy,” Shauna noi.

“Taisao?”

“Viée ké khong phai cia t6.”

Chudng ctra lai kéu mot 1n niva. Lin ndy Shauna tra 1oi.

“Vang?”

Qua may lién lac ndi bd: “Hester Crimstein day.”

Shauna nhin nit nha dé ctra mo. Hai phit sau, Hester hdi ha vao phong,

“Hai ngudi c6 biét mot tho chup anh tén i Rebecca Schayes?”

“C6 chir.” Shauna noi. “Y t6i 1, t6i khong gap co dy lu m roi. Linda?”

“Hang bao nam rdi,” Linda ddng y. “C6 4y va Elizabeth song cling voi nhau & trung tim thanh phd. Sao co?”
“Cb ta bi giét tbi qua,” Hester noi. “Ho nghii Beck giét ¢6 ta.”

Ca hai nguoi phy nit sitng ngudi lai cir nhur thé ai d6 vira tat ho. Shauna trén tinh lai trudc.

“Nhung t6i & ciing Beck t6i qua,”” ¢6 n6i. “Tai nha cau 4y.”

“Cho dén miy gio?”

“Chi can dén miy gio?”

Hester nhiu miy. “Dimg diia vi t0i, Shauna. Chi rdi ngdi nha d6 lic miy gio?”

“Murdi, murdi rudi. C6 ta bi giét lic miy gio?”

“T6i van chura biét. Nhung t6i ¢ ngudn tin trong, Anh ta bao ho ¢6 bang chimg rit vitng chic chng lai cau 4y.”
“Pién 10.”

Mt chiée di dong d6 chudng. Hester Crimstein tim Ky gi én tai minh. “Sao?”

Neudi & dau day bén kia n6i trong mdt khoang thoi gian ¢6 vé dai. Hester nghe khong néi gi. Nét mit ba ta bat dau giéin ra nhur kiéu gip tht bai. Mot
hai phit sau, khong néi tam biét, ba gap dién thoai lai danh tach mdt phat.



“Mot et dién thoai xa giao,” ba ta ling bing

“Sao co?”’

“Ho dang bt em trai chi. Ching ta c6 mdt gid dé giao cau dy cho canh sat.”
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Chuong 25

Tét ca nhitng gi toi c6 thé nghi A Washington Square Park. Png I phai bn gior nita t6i m6i nén ¢6 mt ¢ d6. Nhung miic cho nhing cude goi khan
cap, hdm nay t6i nghi. Tu do nhu mdt chi chim, nhu Lynyrd Shynyrd s€ hat - va chi chim ndy muon bay xuong Washington Square Park.

Toi dang trén duong ra khoi phong khém thi méy nhén tin lai mt lan nira réo cai bai hat bi ai ciia n6. Toi thor dai va xem 0. S6 di dong Hester
Crinstein. Va n6 duogc danh dau khan cap.

Khong thé I tin tot knh.

Trong mit lic, t6i can nhiic khong goi lai - chi tiép tuc bay - nhung c6 chuyén gi nhi? Toi quay vé phong kham. Cira d6ng, va cai can mau d6 duoc gat
én. Bicu d6 c6 nghia 1a mdt bac si khac dang str dung phong.

Toi xudng cau thang, 18 trai va tim thiy mot phong trong & khu san - phu khoa ctia phong kham. Téi thiy minh nhu mot tay trinh thim trong doanh trai ke
tht. Céan phong sang 16a 1én bdi qua nhiéu kim loai. Puge vay quanh boi ban dap chin va nhiing dung cu trong rat khiép nhw tir thoi trung ¢, t6i quay so
dién thoai.

Hester Crimstein khong budn néi xin chéo: “Beck, ching ta gip ric rdi In. Cau dang & dau?”

“T6i & phong khdm. C6 chuyén gi thé?”

“Tra 11 cho t6i mot cau hoi,” Hester Crinstein n6i. “Lan cudi cing ciu gip Rebecca Schayes [ khi nio?”

Tim t6i bt d4u thinh thich chim chdm. “Hom qua. Sao?”

“Va trude d6?”

“Céch day tamnam.”

Crimstein budng mdt cau chiri thé.

“Chuyén gi thé?” t6i hoi.

“Rebecca Schayes bi giét tdi qua trong studio ciia ¢6 ta. Ké nao d6 da bén hai phat vao dau co ta.”

Cam giac bi chim di, nhu gidy phit truée khi ban roi vao gidc ngi. Chan t6i run run. Toi ngdi thup xudng mot cai ghé dau. “Oi Chia oi...”

“Beck, nghe t6i noi ndy. Nghe that k§.”

T6i nhd Rebecca ngiy hom qua trong nhur thé nao.

“Tbi qua cau & dau?”

Toibo dién thoai ra va hit vai hoi. Chet Rebecca chét rdi. Ky quic 1 toi van cir nhin thiy mdi toc dep ong Ién cta ¢6. Toi nghi dén chdng co. Toi nghi
dén dém t6i s& mang dén nhitng gi, ndm trén girong, hi twéng i toc kia thurong xda trén gbi nhur thé ndo.

“Beck?”
“O nha,” t6i ndi. “T6i & nha véi Shauna.”
“Va sau d6?”

“T61didao.”
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“O dau?”

‘Qual]hq E I "
“Quarh quanh b dau?”
Toi khong tra 10i

“Nghe t6i nay, Beck, diroc khong? Ho tim thiy vii khi giét nguoi trong nha cau.”

Toi nghe nhitng 11 d6, nhung ¥ nghiia ctia chiing giip réc rdi trong qua trinh chay dén niio t6i. Cn phong dot nhién tré nén ngdt ngat. Khong c6 cira so.
That kho thd.

“Cau nghe t6i chu?”
“C6,” t6i ndi. R, hoi hoi hiu ra, t0i néi, “Khong thé thé duoc.”

“Nghe ndy, ching ta khong c6 thoi gio cho chuyén do6 bay gio. Cau sép bi bit. Toi da ni chuyén voi Phé phong cong t6 quan. Lio ta | mdt thing ngu,
nhung 1o ta dong y dé cau tu thu.”

“Bj bat?”

“Chiu khdé mdt chut, Beck.”

“Toi khong lam gi ca.”

“Chuyén d6 ngay gidly phit ndy khong quan trong. Ho s& bit giam cau. Ho s& budc i cau. Roi ching t6i s& bao anh cho ciu ra. Toi dang trén dudng
t61 phong khdm ddy. Dé don cau. Ngdi yén do. Dimg noi bt ctr diéu gi voi bat cir ai, cau nghe t6i chir? Khong ndi véi canh sat, véi bon FBI, v6i anh
ban m6i quen trong phong tam giam. Cau hiéu ch?””

Anh miit t6i va vao c4i ddng hd trén ban kham. Hai gid hon mbt chit. Washington Square. Toi nghi dén Washington Square. “T6i khong thé bj b,
Hester a.”

“Sg 6n thoi.”

“Bao lau?” ti noi.

“Cai gi bao lau?”

“Dén khi t6i dugc bao Bnh ra.”

“Khong n6i chic dugc. Toi nghii bao linh ngay lp tirc thi s&€ khong c6 vandé gi. Cau khong ¢6 tién an tién sy. Cau a mdt thanh nién dang kinh trong
trong cong dong, gia dinh co ban va ¢6 cac mdi quan hé. Cau ¢6 1& s& phai nop hod chiéu...’

“Nhung bao 1au?”’
“Bao lau cho dén lic ndo, Beck? Toi khong hiéu.”
“Cho dén khi t6i durgc ra ngoai.”

“Nghe ndy, t6i s& cb thiic ho, duroc chir? Nhung thim chi néu ho lim gip - va ti khong n6i ho s& thé - ho van phai giri diu vén tay cau dén Albany.
Quy téc Ia thé. Va nlu chiing ta may méan - y 61 I3 cyrc ky may man - ching t6i c6 thé dua cau ra trurdec nira dém.”

Ntra dém?

Nbi so hii quin By ngure t6i nhur nhing dai thép. O i1 ¢6 nghia 14 15 cude giip tai Washington Square Park. Méi lién hé ctia t6i voi Elizabeth mong manh
qua mirc, nhu nhitng soi day thily tinh Venetian. Néu t6i khong ¢ it tai Washington Square lic ndm gio...

“Khong dugc,” t6i noi.

“Sao co?”

“Ba phai tri hodn ho lai, Hester. D& ho bt ti vao ngay mai.”

“Cau dang dua, phai khong? Nghe ndy, ho c6 thé da ¢ d6 rdi ddy, dang theo ddi cau.”

T6i thd dAu ra khoi cira va nhin xudng hanh lang, T6i chi ¢6 thé nhin thy mdt phan c4i ban I tan tir goc ndy, goc gan bén phai, nhung thé i di.



C6 hai canh sat, ¢6 thé nhiéu hon.

“Oi Chiia 01, ti n6i, riit lai vao phong,

“Beck?”

“Toi khong thé vao t,” t6i ndi lai mdt in niva. “Khong phai hom nay.”

“Dumg c6 lam t6i dién kén by gio, Beck duoc chir? Hay chi & yén d6. Pimg di dau, dimng n6i chuyén, dimg m bét ctr thir gi. Ngdi tai vin phong cau
va doi. Toi dang trén duong dén roi.”

B ta gic may.

Rebecca chét rdi. Ho nghi t6i giét 6. Dinhién 1 that 16 bich, nhung phéi c6 mot mbi lién quan. Toi dén gip c6 ngiy hom qua in dau tién sau tim nim
Ngay démdo co chet.

Chuyén quai quy gl dang xay ra & ddy thé nay?

Toimo cira va tho dAu ra. Canh sat dang khong nhin vé phia t6i. T6i lén ra va bt dau di doc hanh lang, C6 mot 16i ra khan cép ¢ phia sau. T6i co thé
Ién ra bang 161 d6. Toi c6 thé di dén Washington Square Park.

Chuyén ndy 1 thuc u? Toi dang chay trdn canh sat u?

T6i khong biét. Nhung khi dén cira, ti mao hiém nhin lai phia sau. Mt canh sat phat hién doc t6i. Anh ta chi tay rdi voi di vé phia toi.

Toi ddy clra mo va vat chan Ién ¢d chay.

Toi khong thé tin dwoc chuyén ndy. Toi dang chay trén canh sét.

Cira ra sip manh vao mdt con ph t0i den ngay phia sau phong kham. Phé ndy 0 khong ranh. Nghe c6 vé la nhung khu ndy khong thudc vé toi. Toi
dén, t61 lam vice, t6i di ve. Toi giam minh trong mot khong gian khong cira s6, nhurge nguoi di vi thiu anh néng nhur con ¢l khéc kho nao d6. Mot khu
nha song song voi cho t6i [am viée va t6i hoan toan xa la trong dia phan nay.

Toi 1& phai khong vi Iy do cu thé ndo. Phia sau, t6i nghe tiéng cira bj dy ra.

“Dimg lail Canh sat day!”

Ho thyc sy hét lén thé. Toi khong dimg lai. Ho 6 bin khong nhi? Toi ngd i khong. Ho chang dém dau, néu xét t6i tat ca nhing hdu qua khi ban mdt
nguoi khong cé vii khi dang chay tron. Khong phai Ia ho khong thé lam vay - ¢ dau khac chir trong khu ndy thi khong - nhung khong chac lam dau.

Khong c6 nhiéu ngudi ¢ trong khu phd nay im, nhung nhimg ngudi & d6 chihoi dé y ¥ 161 t6i theo kiéu mot tén dang chay ngang qua, quan tm hoi hot.
Téi tiép tyc chay. The gi0i xung quanh bang qua trong mot l6p mo mo. Toi chay | hét toc e qua mot gi trong nguy hiém véi mbt con chd trong nguy
hiém Negudi gia ngdi & goc phd va than vin vé thang ngay. Phu nit xach qua nhiéu . Tré con I& ra phai dén trrdng thi lai va vat dua vao bt cir cai gi
c6 thé dua, dtra sau trong t€ hon dira trude.

Toi, t6i dang chay trén canh sat.

Tri 6 6i gip kho khan khi tiéu hoa nhirg chuyén ndy. Chan t6i t& dai, nhung hinh anh Elizabeth nhin vio c4i camera kia van ctr ddy t6i vé phia trudc,
kich thich t6i dit doi hon.

Toi dang tho qué gip.

Ban Qlé ngl}e dén chit adrenaline, céi cach n6 kich thich ban yé cho bat} strc manh phj thubyg, nhung ¢d mdt mat trai khac. N6 kich thich qua I;ﬁc, vuot
qua tamkiemsoat. N6 lam cac gidc quan ctia ban tang len dén mirc mat kha néng dicu khien mjt bd phén nao d6. Ban phai dé nén ndi yc xudng, néu
khong né s€ nuot tron ban.

Toi chay vao mdt ngd nho - ho luén Bim thé trén TV - nhung né | mdt c4i ngd cut bi chin boi mdt dong thing dung rac Dumpster hoi thdi nhét trén cai
hanh tinh ndy. Mui hoi thm khién t6i 16ng lén nhur mot con ngira. Vao thoi, ¢6 I thoi gian LaGuardia lam thi truong, nhimg thir Dumpster nay c6 khi mau
xanh 14 cdy. Ngay nay, tAt ca nhitng gi con lai i gi sit. O nhiéu chd, gi st an mon kim loai, tao co hdi thudn tién cho I chudt trin vao nhu mrde cong
chay trén mHt duodng Ong.

Toi tim 16 ra, mt canh ctra hay mot thir gi 6, nhung khong c6 gi. Hoan toan khong c6 cira sau. Toi nghi dén chuyén dap vo mot cai cira s6 dé lay 16i
di, nhung tat ca nhitng ctra thap déu bi dong chan song,

L6i thoat duy nhit chinh I 16i t6i vira vao - chd m tay canh sat kiéu gi ciing s& nhin thiy toi.

Toi bi miic ket.



T6i nhin trai, phai va rdi, du ky quéc, toi nhin én.
Li thodt hiém khi c6 hoa hoan.

Co vai cai thang trén dAu toi. Tiép tuc khai thac nguon adrenaline trong nguoi, t0i nhay lén bang tAt ca sirc Iyrc, viron hai tay thit cao, va ngil dap mong
xubng d4t. Toi lam lai lan nita. Tham chi khong dén gin ndi. Céi thang & cao qué.

Gio sao day?

C6 & 01 da kéo mdt cai thimg Dumpster lai theo cach gi o, dimg Ién, va nhay lai lin nira. Nhung ndp miy céi thing Dumpster kia bj &n mon sach roi
Ngay ca khi t6i dung Ién trén dong rac thi van thap qué.

Toi hit the' va ¢ nghii. Ci mii hoi thdi kho chiu dang chiém ly t; nd bo 16 bo 1t vao niii t6i va duong nhu im t6 luon & d6. Téi di dich lai phia dau
con ngo.

Tiéng bo dam. Nhu thir ban nghe thiy tir bo dam canh sét.
Toi ngay Wp tic ap sat hrng vao tuong Fing nghe.
Trdn. Phai tron.

Tiéng bd damto hon. Toi nghe nhiing giong néi. Canh sat dén gn. T6i b 16 hoan toan. Toi ap chit nguoi hon vao twong, nhur thé i s& c6 ich. Nhur thé
ho s& 18 qua goc phd va nham t6i véi mdt bire phi diéu.

Coi bao dong lam v& tan khong gian yén tinh.

Coi bao dong tim toi.

Nhing tiéng bude chan. Ho rd rang dang dén gan.

Chi mot chd trdn duy nhét.

Toi nhanh chéng tim ngay ci thing Dumpster ndo it thdi nhat, nhim nt lai va nhay vao trong

Stta chua. Sira rat chua. DG | mili du tién choang t6i. Nhung khong phai thir duy nhét. Thir gi d6 gin giong voi chét non mira con ¢ hon. Toi dang ngdi
trong n6. Thir gi @6 wdt va thoi rita. N6 dang dinh vao t6i. Co hong t6i quyét dinh phan ting bang cach muon ge ra. Bung t6i quan Ién mudn non.

Toi nghe tiéng ai d6 chay t6i dau con ngd. T6i cti thip nguoi.
Mot con chudt bo qua chén toi.

Toi sujt hét Ién, nhung thir gi 6 trong tiém thire giit giong t6i kai trong cudng hong, Chia oi, thé nay khong thyre chit nao. Toi nin tho. Chi duge mbi mt
lac. T6i co thd bang miéng, nhung o1 bat dau oe ra. Toi gi 4o so mi én mili va miéng. The kha hon, nhung khong nhicu lam

Hét tiéng bo dam R&i hét nhirng bude chan. Téi ira dugc ho rdi u? Néu duoc thé, s& khong lau im. Thém nhidu tiéng coi bdo dong clia canh sét, hoa
4m voi nhig tiéng khac, mot diéu rhapsody budn ba thuc thy. Canh sét s& ¢6 thém hre hrong hd tro bay gio. S& c6 ngudi nhanh chéng quay lai thoi. Ho
s& kiém tra con ngd. Rdi sao?

T6i bam chit vio vanh cai thing Dumpster kéo minh ra ngoai. Gi st cit vao long ban tay. Toi voi dua tay lén miéng. Chay mau. Tay bac sinhi khoa
trong t6i ngay lap tirc canh bao nguy co bi uon van; phan con lai trong t61 nhan thay bi uon van la moi ban tam thap nhat trong nhiing lo lang ctia toi.

T6i ing nghe.

Khong c6 tiéng budc chan. Khong c6 tiépg 1¢ e cua bo dam Coibéo dong énr, nhung t6i d4 mong doi gi co chir? Thém lyc hrong ho trg. Mot tén
gict nguoi dang chay rong trong thanh phd day cong Iy cia ching ta. Nhitng nguri tot s& 1 lugt kéo ra ngoai. Ho s€ niém phong khu vire va ra soat tirng
ngoc ngach mot.

T6i da chay dugc bao xa?

Toi khong biét duge. Nhung t6i biét mot diéu. Toi phai tiép tuc di chuyén. Toi phéi tao ra khoang cach giita phong kham va con ngudi toi.

Viéc d6 co6 nghia 13 ra khoi con ngd ny.

Toi trwron vé phia dAu ngd mdt ln nita. Van khong c6 tiéng budc chin hay tiéng bo dam. Dau hiéu tdt. Toi cd nghi trong mot lic. Chay trén B mot ké

hogch vi dai, nhung ¢6 mot dich dén s& im ké hoach d6 thm chi con hoan hio hon. Van di vé hudng Dong, ti quyét dinh, méic cho nhur thé c6 nhia B
di vao nhitng khu dan cu it an toan hon nhiéu. T6i nhd nhin thiy nhitng duong ray tau hoa ¢ trén mét dat.



Tau dién ngAm

D6 s Ia thr dura t6i ra khoi dy. Tat ca nhitng gi toi phai im 1 1én mdt céi tau, chuyén vai ga dot ngdt, va toi c6 thé chic chin bién mét duoc. Nhung
16i vao ga ghn nhét i & dau?

Toi dang c6 nhé lai ban db tau dién ngAm trong dAu thi mt tay canh sét 18 vao ngp.

Anh ta tréng qu tré, qua sang sta, sach s& va mit do hdng, Tay 4o so mi mau xanh duoc xin 1én gon gang, hai garo trén bip tay cing phong, Anh ta
giat ndy minh khi nhin thay t6i - ngac nhién khi thay t6i nhu t6i ngac nhién khi thiy anh ta.

Ca hai bon t6i sitng ngudi lai. Nhung anh ta siing lai Au hon mot phan gidy.

Neéu toi tAn cong anh ta nhur mot v5 sT quyén anh hay cao thi kung-fi, ti chic héin xoi tai dbi thi ngay khi ching xuét hign. Nhung toi khong Bim thé. Toi
hoang sg. Toi bi ndi sg thuan tiy ché ngyr.

Toi dimg thing nguoi day trudc anh ta.

Hélmr}glﬂén chat, t6i ctii dAu va nhdm vao bung anh ta, lao t6i nhur rocket. Elizabeth choi tennis. Nang timg bao t6i khi ddi this ctia ban & ngay chd i,
tot nhat thuong 1a quat qua bong ngay vao bung ho boi vi anh ta hay co ta s€ khong biet di chuyén dang nao. Ban khién thoi gian phan tmg ctia ho chim
lai.

Do Ia thir xdy ra tai day.

Co thé t6i lao sdm vao anh ta. T6i tim chit ]éy vai anh ta nhur mdt con khi du minh 1én hang rao. Bon t6i loang choang vat nhau. T6i thu géi én va dé én
nguc anh ta. Him t6i van nghién chit, dinh dau t6i & dudi ham clia tay canh sat tré.

Ching t6i ngdl xubng dét danh uych mt cai.

Toi nghe mdt tiéng ric. Mot con dau nhoi lan xudng tir chd so t0i dép vao ham anh ta. Tay canh st tré kéu én khe kb “plu”. Khong khi thodt ra khoi
phoi anh ta. Ham anh ta, t6i nghi, da bi vd. No6i hoang loan chay tron bay gio duge kiém soat hoan toan. Toi trirdn xuong khoi nguoi anh ta nhur thé anh
ta | mt cAi dii cui dién.

Toi da tAn cong mdt nhan vién canh sat.

Khong c6 thoi gian chéim chi vao chuyén do. Toi chi mudn chay xa khoi anh ta. Toi 6 dimg kén, toan quay di va chay thi thy anh ta bam vao mit c
chan minh. T6i nhin xudng va anh méit bon toi gip nhau.

Anh ta dang trong con dau dén. Pau dén do t6i gdy ra.

Toi gitt théng bang va ¢4 mot phat. Chan nhiim vao suon anh ta. Lan ndy anh ta kéu lén tiéng “plun” rén ri. Méau chay nho giot ttr miéng anh ta. Toi
khong thé tin minh dang lam céi gi. Toi da anh ta phat nita. Chi du manh d€ anh ta budng tay ra. T6i dugc tu do.

Va 1di t6i chay.
Ban dang doc truyén Pimg Noi Mot Ai duge tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full.Net.

Chuwong 26

Hester, Shauna di taxi t6i phong kham Linda d di tau dién ngim dé gip tw vAn vién tai chinh ctia ho tai Trung tAm Tai chinh Thé giéi dé xem xét viée
thanh ly tai san dong tién bao lanh.

Mot chyc xe canh sat vay phia trude phong kham ctia Beck, bua vay tir moi phia nhu nhitng céi phi ti€u do mdt g say phong ra. Pén ctia ho quay tit &
nrc bao ddng do - xanh cao nhat. Tiéng coi rén 11 Rat nhiéu xe canh sat kéo dén nita.

“Chuyén quéi gi dang xay ra thé?”” Shauna hoi.

Hester nhin thiy Pho phong cong t6 quan Lance Fein, nhung 1 sau khi ong ta nhin thiy ba. Ong ta sim sim lao vé phia ho. Mt ong ta d6 gay va mach
AU trén tran gidt giat.

“Tén ché chét d6 bo chay,” Fein phun ra khong mdt cau mio dau.

Hester nhan cau chiri rdi dép tra: “Ngudi ctia 6ng hin da m cau dy hoang so.”


http://ebookfull.net

Hai xe canh sat nita kéo dén. Thém ca xe tai quay tin tirc ctia kénh Channel 7. Fein im bam chii ria. “Bao chi. Me kiép, Hester. Ba biét chuyén niy s&
khién t6i trong thé o khong?”

“Nghe nay, Lance...”

“Nhu mdt tén m mudn chét tigt d6i xir diic biét voi nguoi giau, nhur thé ddy. Lam thé ndo ba co thé gy ra chuyén nay voi t6, Hester? Ba biét thi
trurong s& lam gi voi t6i khong? Ong ta s& dem t6i ra im chuyén tan déc. Va Tucker” - Tucker I c6ng t6 vién khu vire Manhattan - “Chiia oi, ba c6 thé
tudng tuong ong ta s€ lam gi khong?”’

“Ngai Fein!”

M6t nhén vién canh sat dang goi 6ng ta. Fein nhin ca hai mot lin nita roi bt thin quay di.

Hester nhanh chéng quay sang Shauna. “Beck dién roi a?”

“Céau éiy s0,” Shauna noi.

“Céu ta chay trdn canh sat,” Hester hét én. “Chi hiéu khong? Chi ¢6 hiéu thé ¢6 nghia 1a thé nao khong?” Ba ta chi vé phia cdi xe tai clia co quan bao
chi. “Bao chi truyén thong dang ¢ day, Chiia oi. Bon ho s&€ n6i vé chuyén mit tén gict nguoi dang chay tron. That nguy hiem Viée d6 s€ khién cau ay
nhur ¢6 t01. Viée d6 s€ khién boi tham doan kho chin.”

“Binh tinh di nao,” Shauna noi.

“Binh tinh w? Chi c6 hiéu ciu ta vira lim cai gi khong?”

“Cau 4y chay tron. Thé thoéi. Nhur OJ, phai khong? C6 vé véi bdi tham doan thi anh ta cha c6 vén dé gi ca.”

“Chiing ta khong n6i chuyén vé OJ & day, Shauna. Chiing ta ndi v& mot béc si da tréing gidu c.”

“Beck khong gian.”

“Chuyén d6 khong quan trong, me kiép. Moi nguoi s& muén ghim chit mong ciu Ay vao turdng sau chuyén nay. Quén chuyén bao lanh di. Quén mdt
phién toa cong bang di.” Ba ta hit vio mot hoi, khoanh tay lai. “Va Fein khong phai i ké duy nhét danh tiéng s& bi ton hai.”

“Nghia [4?”

“Ngtiia 14 t6i!”” Hester rit Ién. “Béng mot cti d4nh manh, Beck da hity hoai uy tin ctia t6i voi vin phong cong td quin. Néu toi hira giao mdt ngudi, t6i phéi
giao anh ta.”

“Hester?”
“Caigi?”
“Ngay gio phitt nay t6i déch quan tim dén danh tiéng ctia ba.”

Mot 4m thanh dot ngdt rén vang lam ca hai gidt nay minh. Ho quay lai va nhin thdy mdt chiéc xe cap ciru lao xudng khu nha. Aido6 gao thét. Roi mot
tieng thét khac. Canh sat bat dau lao vut di nhur qua nhicu nhitng qua bong durgc némra cting mdt ltic vao cai may tro choi ban dan.

Xe cap ciru lao viit dén rdi d6 lai mbt chd. Nhan vién cap citru - mdt ngudi dan ong va mdt phy nit - nhay ra khoi xe. Nhanh. Qua nhanh. Ho mo cira
sau va kéo mot cai cang ra.

“L6i ndy!” ai d6 hét lén. “Anh ta & chd nay!”

Shauna thiy tim minh 16 mot nhip. C6 chay v& phia Lance Fein. Hester theo sau. “Chuyén gi thé?”” Hester hoi. “Xay ra chuyén gi?”
Fein tang 1o méic ké ba ta.

“Lance?”

Ong ta cudi cing d6i dién v6i ho. Nhirng tho thit trén it 6ng ta run Ién gian dit. “Than chi ctia ba.”

“Cau 4y lam sa0? C4u 4y bj thwong?”

“Anh ta vira tAn cong mdt nhdn vién canh sat.”

Thé ndy that dién 1.



Toi da vurot qué gioi han khi chay trdn, khi tAn cong vién canh sat tré tudi kia... Bay gio khong con dudng quay lai. Vi vy toi chay. Toi chay hét toe hyc.
“Canh sat nam xubng!”

Aido thyc sy hét 1én nhu thé. Nhidu tleng hét sau 6. Nhidu tiéng ré ré ctia bd dam nita. Nhidu tleng coi bao dong nira. Tét ca ho déu dang d6 vé phia
t6i. Tim toi ndy bat 1én ¢6 hong. T6i vin cudng chin chay. Ching t bt dau khong tuan knh va néng né, nhur thé nhitng mii co va day chang dang dong
thanh d4. Toi mét i roi. Mii t6i chay nurde. Nude nhay d6 tron [an véi bat cir thir bui ndo m t6i gom gdp day ¢ mdi trén va trron hét vao miéng toi.

Toi chay ngoit tir khu nha ndy sang khu nha khéc nhur thé lim thé s& lira dwoc dam canh sat. Toi khong quay ngang quay ngira nhin xemho c6 dang
dudi theo khong, Toi biét ho dang dudi theo. Tiéng cdi bao dong va tiéng bo dam bao cho toi biét vay.

Toi khong c6 co hdi thoat nao ca.

Toi lao qua nhitng khu dan cur t6i thdm chi khong bao gio ldi xe t6i. Toi nhay qua mot hang rdo va chay hét toc Iuc qua damco cao cua caico [ timg la
mot san choi. Nguoi ta ndi ve viéc gia dat & Manhattan leo thang, Nhung & day, khong xa Harlem River Driver la may, c6 nhitng khu dat trong chat ngat
méanh thiy tinh v& va nhitng tan tich gi nat ctia ci ¢6 € tirng 14 nhiing bd xich du va khung sat du quay cho tré em choi, va c6 & ca xe 6t0.

Phia truréc mdt ddy nha cao ting ré tién, mdt toan choai choai da den, di khénh khang song hang ngang v6i nhau nhu bon gangxto, nhin t9i nhur chd thirc
an thira ngon knh. Bon chiing toan im gi d6 - t6i khong biét im gi - thi nhén thiy canh sat dang dudi bét toi.

Ching bét dau cb vii toi.

“Chay di, anh chang da tréing!”

T{)i dai khai gt du khi ]ag qua chﬁng,‘ mot van dong vién marathon biét on nho mot chﬁt khich 1 tir dam dong, ’M(f)t’dl'ra trong,b(.)n hét 1én, “Diallo!” Toi
tiép tuc chay, nhung t6i biét, di nhién roi, Amadou Diallo I ai. Ai & New York cha biét. Anh ta d& bi canh sat ban bon muroi mot phat - va anh ta khong
mang vii khi. Trong mdt thoang, t6i nghi n6 tyra nhur 1a 161 canh bao céanh sat cé thé nd sing vao toi.

Nhung chang phai thé chit nio.

Luét su bén b trong phién toa ctia Amadou Diallo ca quyét khi Diallo dura tay By vi ciia anh ta, canh sét nghi d6 B mdt khu sing. K& tir d6, moi ngudi
phéan khing bang cach dut voi tay vao ti minh, it vi ra, va hét “Diallo!”” Canh sat duong pho béo cdo lai, moi lan tay mot ai d6 dit vao i nhur the, ho
van cam thay hodng so.

By gt chuyén d6 xy ra. Nhiing dong minh moi cuia ti - dong minh dugc xdy dyng trén thure té, ho chidc hén nghi i B ke git ngwoi - rit vi ciia ho ra.
Hai canh sat bam duo6i t6i do dy. Nhu thé du d€ toi vut nhanh vé phia trude.

Nhung vy thi sao?

Ch hong 61 bong rat. Toi dang hit vao qua nhiéu khong khl. Gidy t6i nhur d6i bot bang chi. Toi dan 1 do. Ngon chan i kéo 16, 1am t6i vap ngd. Toi mat
thing bang, truot trén via hé, dap tay, mit va dau gbi xudng mét duong,

Toi ¢b dimg ddy, nhung chan t6i run ban bat.

Ho dang bam sat toi.

Mb héi laim 4o so mi dinh chit vao da. Nhur 6 song Vo il Xuyén tir tai ndy sang tai kia. Toi luon ghét chay. Nhitng tay sing bai chay bo md ta ho bi
nghién trang thai phan khich me ly khi chay nhw thé ndo, ho dén coi niét ban duoc coi  trang théi thing hoa cta ngwoi chay nhu thé ndo. Phai roi. Toi
van luon tin chéc rang - ciing gidng hét nhur dinh cao ciia tur sudng - cuc khoai 1 do thiéu oxy én ndo hon I bét ky hinh thirc sung suréng bao khd dam
nao.

Tin t6i di, thé nay khong sudng chit ndo dau.

Meét. Qua mét. Toi khong thé cir chay méii duoc. Toi liéc ra sau. Khong ¢6 canh sit. Duong phd ving tanh. Toi thir day mdt cai cira. Khong vao duge.
Toi thur cai khac. Tieng bo dam lai réo 1én. Toi chay. O cudi khu nha, t6i nhin thiy mdt canh ctra hdm chira mé ra duwong hoi khép ho. Ciing gi. Moi thi
¢ cho nay déu gl

Toi ctii xubng va kéo thanh cAm bang kim loai. Cénh cira gy réc mot phat khong sung swéng Bm. Téi hé nhin vao phia trong ti den.

Mot canh sat hét, “Chan no lai phia bén kia!”

Toi khong budn ngodi lai. Toi voi budc xudng ci 16. Toi dat chan kén dugc bac thang dAu tién. Run run. Toi dua chin ra tim bac thir hai. Nhung khong
¢6 bac nao.

Toi gio' chén lo limg trong mot giy, nhu Wile E. Coyote sau khi chay xudng mot dinh nii, rdi toi bt hre nhay xudng cai hb den ngom

Caroi chac héin khong qua ba mét, nhung ¢ vé nhu t6i mat rit nhiéu thoi gian dé cham dwoc dat. Toi vung hai canh tay. Khong ich gi. Co thé toi dap
xudng nén xi méng, cti va cham m ring toi kéu lach cach.



Gioy 101 dang niim ngira, nhin lén. Cénh cira dng sam lai phia trén. Mot viée tt, t6i nghi, nhung bong t6i gis ddy gin nhur bao trim tat thiy. Toi so voi
khap nguoi, tay bac si tien hanh kham bén trong co theé. Cho nao ciing dau.

Toi lai nghe tiéng cénh sét. Tiéng coi bdo dong khong bét di, hoic ¢6 thé by gity am thanh chi dang rung rung trong tai toi. Rét nhiéu giong noi. Rét nhicu
tieng e re.

Ho dang bam sat t6i.

Toi lat nguoi sang bén. Tay phai toi ti xubng, Am nhitng chd rach trén long ban tay dau nhoi, va co thé t0i bét dau dimg 1én. T6i dé cho cai dau kéo toan
than 1én; nd gao thét phan ddi khi t6i dimg trén d6i chan minh. Toi suyt nita ngd xudng modt n nita.

Gio sao day?

Toi chi nén tron & day? Khong, thé khong duoc. R01 cubi ctng ho s& bit ddu tim tirng nha mot. Toi s€ bi bt. Hay tham chi néu ho khong lam thé, t6i s&
khong chay duroc véi ci y dinh in trdn trong mdt ting hdm t5i den. T6i chay dé t6i c6 thé giir cude hen ctia minh voi Elizabeth & Washington Square.

Phai di chuyén.

Nhung di dau?

Mit t6i bét déu quen dén véi bong ti, dii sao cing du dé nhin thay nhing hinh thi hét bong. Hop chét thanh dbng bira bai. Co hing dong gié rach, mjt
vai cai ghé quy bar, mot cai guong v3. Toi nhin thay hinh anh phan chiéu ctia minh trong gurong va suyt nhay bét lai phia sau. Trén trén t6i c6 mot vét
rach dai, sau. Quén t6i réch toac & ca hai dau gbi. Ao so mi ta toi nhur trong Incredible Hulk. Ngudi toi ban thiu diy bd hong du dé lam viée nhu mdt thy
quét ong khoi.

bi dau?

Céu thang, Phai co mt céi cau thang xudng day & chd nao do. Toi mo mam tién vé phia truée, di chuyén theo kiéu dicu nhay giat giat, dAy chan trai
bude trude nhu thé né | mdt ciy ba toong tring. Chén t6i gidm lao xao 1én mdt vai ménh thity tinh v&. Toi van budc tiép.

Toi nghe thiy ci s t0i nghi  tiéng im bam, va mdt dan chudt khong 16 ngoi Ién chay vé phia toi. C4i gi d6 nhw mot ban tay viu iy t0i, gidng nhu thir
ngoc 1én tir mHt ngdi md. Toi hét Ién can lai.

“Himmler thich ca nglr nudng!” 6ng ta hét 1én vdi toi.

M6t nguoi dan ong - phéi, gio ti nhin thiy 16 | mot nguoi dan ong - bat dau dimg lén. Ong ta cao, den, riu xam tring va quén tit dén do trong nhur thé
dang an mdt con ctru.

“May c6 nghe tao n6i khong?”” ngurdi dan 6ng hét. “May nghe tao vira bao voi may cai gi khong?”

Ong ta bude vé phia toi. Toi ki lai.

“Himmler! N¢ thich ca ngir nudng!”

Ngudi dan 6ng ¢6 réu nay rd rang khong hai ong vé& chuyén gi do. Ong ndm tay thanh ném ddm va dir dtr nhim vao t61. Toi bude sang bén canh i
khong nghi gi. Nim d4m lao qua t6i v6i dii xung huc - hodic c6 thé 1 di rrou - khién 6ng ta ngd nhao. Ong ta ngd sap xudng. Toi khong budn doi. Toi
tim thdy cAu thang va chay lén.

Ctra bi khoa.

“Himmler!”

Ong ta n6i to, qua to. Toi ddy cira. Khong 16i thodt.

“May nghe tao ndi khong? May nghe tao dang ndi cai gi khong?”’

Toi nghe mot tiéng réic. Toi liéc ra sau va thiy mot thir roi thing vao dau toi.

Ai d6 da mo ding cai cira bao vé chong mura gié m tir d6 t6i chui vao.

“Ai du6i d6 thé?”

Mét giong canh sat. Dén pin bt dau roi khip san. N6 roi dén nguoi dan éng ¢6 rau.

“Himmler thich ca ngir nudng!”



“Ong hét d6 a, ong gia?”
“May nghe tao ndi khong?”’

Toi dig vai i cira, van toan b strc dé ddy. Khung cira bét du ran. Hinh anh Elizabeth hién ra - c4i toi nhin thAy trén méy tinh - tay ning gio' lén, mit
chdp chdp ra hi¢u. Toi day manh hon.

Cénh ctra roi ra.
Toi ngd xudng modt san dat, cach cira trude tda nha khong xa miy.
Gio sao?

Nhimng canh sat khac dang ¢ AN - 161 van o thé nghe thiy tiéng lién lac bang bo dam - va mdt trong s6 ho van dang do hoi 6ng o viét tiéu sir cia
Himmler. T6i khong c6 nhi€u thoi gian. T6i can giup dd.

Nhung tir dau?
T6i khong thé goi Shauna. Canh sat dang vay quanh co. Linda ciing thé. Hester s& khing khéing doi t6i ndp mang,
Aid6 dang md cira trude.

T6i chay xubng hanh lang, Ldp 16t san do day va ban thiu. Nhiing canh cira déu bang kim loai va dong kin. Lop son trén hoa van da ran va. Toi dap
manh vao mot cira thoat hiém khi hoa hoan dé md ra va chay dén chd cau thang. Dén ting ba, t6i ra duoc bén ngoai.

Mot ba gia dirng trong hanh lang,

Ba ta, t6i ngac nhién khi nhin thdy, da tréing. Toi don k chéc héin ba nghe thily tiéng dong va ra ngoai xem c6 chuyén gi. Toi dot ngdt dimg lai. Ba ta
durng cach xa ci cira md nha ba dua dé t6i 6 the chay thoat qua...

Toi s& am thé? Toi s& di xa dén mirc d6 dé chay trdn?

T6i nhin ba ta. Ba ta nhin t6i. R b ta rat ra mot khiu sing,

Oi Chia oi..

“May mu6n gi?”” ba ta hoi.

Va t6i thiy minh dang tra 16 “Xin cho 6 dimg nhé dién thoai ctia ba duoc khong?”
Ba ta khong bo 15 dip. “Hai muroi dollar.”

Toi ly vi va 1t tién mét ra. Ba gia git dau rdi cho toi vao. Can hd nho ti va dugc chim séc can than. Cé dang ten trén moi khéiin phu di viing va trén ban
20 den.

“0 chd kia,” ba ta noi.

Dién thoai c6 s6 quay tay. Toi nhét ngon tay vao nhirng cai 16 nho xiu. That ky la. Téi chura ting bao 8O oi sb dién thoai nay - chua bao gio mubn -
nhung t6i thude ong. Céc chuyén gia thin kinh c6 18 s& c6 mit ngiy nghién ciru khoa hoc ngoai troi vé sy kién nay. Toi quay s xong va doi.

Hai hdi chu6ng sau, mit giong n6i vang Ién, “Vang?”
“Tyrese? Bac si Beck day. T6i can anh gip.”
Ban dang doc truyén Prrng Noi Mot Ai dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chwong 27

Shauna lic dau. “Beck d4nh ngudi? Khong thé thé duoc.”

Mach méu ctia Pho phong Cong t6 quan Fein bi kich dong bing Ién lan nita. Ong ta budc t6i phia c6 cho t6i khi miit ngang sat mit co. “Anh ta tin cong
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mdt nhan vién canh sét trong con ngd. Anh ta chic chan d lim giy ham va mdt vai cai xurong suon ctia ngudi kia.” Fein nhurén toi gin hon mot chit,
nurde bot 6ng ta ban vao ma Shauna. “C6 c6 nghe thay t6i dang néi voi cb cai gi khong?”

“T6i c6 nghe,” Shauna n6i. “Bay gidr thi i lai, Cau chang Nude bot, néu khong t6i 1én gbi cho cai ciia 6ng chay 1én hong ddy.”

Fein dimg yén tai chd trong mot gidy me-kiép-co, rdi quay di. Hester Crimstein ciing lim thé. Ba ta quay got di vé phia Broadway. Shauna dudi theo ba
ta.

“Ba dang di d4u thé?”

“T6i bd day,” Hester noi.

“Céi gi?”

“Tim cho céu ta mot luat su khac, Shauna.”

“Ba khong lam thé that dau.”

“T6i lam that.”

“Ba khong thé don gian bo miic cau dy ma di nhu thé.”

“Nhin t6i ny.”

“Thé 1a gy t6n hai.”

“T61i hira voi bon ho ciu ta s& tu thil,” ba néi.

“K¢é x4c 101 hira ctia ba. Beck i vru tién s6 mdt & dy, khong phai ba.”
“V6i chi c6 thé 1a thé.”

“Ba dat minh lén trudc mot than chi?”

“To6i s& khong lam viéc voi mdt ngudi hanh dong nhur thé.”

“Ba dang gion mat voi ai ddy? Ba da bién ho cho nhitng ké pham t6i ham hiép hang loat.”
Ba ta vay tay. “Toi ra khoi day day.”

“Ba chi A mdt con mu dao dirc gia cho sin cta gidi truyén thong chét tiét thoi.”
“Oach, Shauna.”

“Toi s& dén chd ho.”

“Céi gi?”

“T6i s& dén chd bao chi”

Hester dimg lai. “Va n6i céi gi? Rang 61 b0 mdt tén g1et ngudi khong trung thye ma dl" Tuyét thé, di di. Toi s& tiét 16 hang dong thir ban thiu vé Beck,
céu ta s& khién Jeffrey Dahmer trong giéng nhur mot déi trong hen hod ¢6 trién vong,”

“Ba khong c6 gi ma tiét 16, Shauna noi.

Hester nhin vai. “Trudc ddy chura bao gidr ¢6 ai chin ndi toi.”

Hai nguoi phy nit liéc xéo nhau. Ca hai nhin di chd khac.

“Chi ¢6 the nghi danh tiéng cua t0i khong c6 fién quan g Hester n6i, giong ba ta dot nhién mém mong di. “Nhung khong phéi thé. Néu vin phong Cong
t0 quan khong tin 101 t6i, voi nhitng khéch hang khac t6i s& vo dung. Toi cling v dung voi Beck. Pon gian the thoi. Toi s& khong dé van phong luat su
ctia t6i - va nhitng khach hang ctia t6i - sup do chi vi cau bé ctia chi hanh ddng ba dau hay day.”

Shauna ¢ dau. “Don gian 1 cit cho khut mét di.”

“Mot dicu nita.”

“Sao?”



“Nguoi vo 101 khong bo chay, Shauna a. Cau bé Beck ctia chi? Ca mit tram an mjt cdu ta giét Rebecca Schayes.”

“Ba bién di,” Shauna ndi. “Va ciing mdt diéu nita cho ba, Hester. Ba n6i mdt i ndo chdng lai Beck, ngudi ta s& cin mot modi mic xip dé mai tang phin
con lai ctia ba. Ching ta r3 rang chua?”

Hester khong dap lai. Ba ta budc tiép mdt budc tir chd Shauna. Va d6 I i tiéng sting nd xé toac khong khi.

Toi dang nira quy nira ngdi, bod xudng mot 16i thodat hiém gi sét, thi modt tiéng sting nd gan d6 khién t6i loang choang. Téi ép sat ngudi trén doan kim loai
va doi.

Lai tiéng sting nira.

Toi nghe tiéng hét. Toi dang I& phai biét trwée chuyén nay, nhung n6 van khién ti thiy sbe. Tyrese béo t0i leo ra khoi ddy va doi anh. Toi ty hoi anh kén
ke hoach dura t6i ra khoi day nhur the ndo. Gio thi t6i 1o mo hi€u y turdng roi.

Panh lac huéng.

Xa xa, t0i nghe thiy tiéng ngudi hét, “Thing da tring khing bd ban loan xi ngau!” Rdi mot giong khac: “Thing da tréing mang sing! Thing da tring mang
'3’

sting!
Nhiéu tiéng sting nd nira. Nhung - va t0i cing tai ra - khong c6 tiéng bo dam canh sét. Toi & yén va ¢ khong nghi gi nhiéu. Nio t6i ¢ vé nhu bi cit
ngan chu ky di. Ba ngay trudc, toi la mot bac sitan tim mong du di lai trong cuc doi cua chinh minh. Ké tir d6, t61 nhin thay mdt bong ma, nhan nhitng
céi email tir nguoi chét, trd thanh d6i tugng tinh nghi trong khong phai mdt ma Ia hai vu giét ngudi, chay tron phap luat, tan cong mdt nhan vién canh sat,
va nho sy ho trg cia mot tay duoc bict 1a buon ma tiy.

Bay muroi hai gior chét tiét.

T61 suyt bat cuol

“Nay, bac si.”

T6i nhin xuéng Tyrese & gié. Ca mot ga da den khc nita, do ngoai hai puoi tudi, chi hoi nhd hon ci nha nay mdt chit. Ga to by nhom Ién t6i béng doi
kinh rAm trang nha me-ki€p-may, hop mdt cach hoan hdo vdi nét mit dan don cua ga.

“Nao, bac si. Bién thoi.”

Toi chay xudng cau thang thoat hiém. Tyrese tiép tuc liéc sang hai bén tréi phai. Ga to by dimg yén hoan toan, khoanh tay truée nguc cai kiéu ching ta
thuong goi 1 thé dimg ctia trau. Toi ngdp ngimg & cai thang cudi cing, ¢ nghiira cach 1im thé nao tha nd xudng dé dén dwoc mit dat.

“Nay, béc si, cai can phia trén bén trai.”

Téi tim thdy, kéo, va céi thang ha xubng, Khi t6i xudng dén bac cudi cling, Tyrese nhén miit va phiy phéy tay trude miii. “Anh boc mil, bac si”
“T6i khong c6 co hdi dé tim, xin 161

“Lfinay.”

Tyrese nhanh chong di qua khu san sau. Téi theo sau, phai rio bude m6i bamkip. G to by im king di sau ching t6i. Ga khong quay dau sang trai hay
phai, nhung t6i van ¢ an tugng gi khdng dé 16 gi nhicu.

Mot chiéc BMW miu den, véi ctra kinh mau, mt ang ten phirc tap, va mdt soi xich bao quanh bang dang ky xe phia sau, dang dé dong co chay. Cac
cura déu dong, nhung t6i c6 thé cam thay nhac rap. Am bass rung én trong nguc t6i nhu mdt &m thoa.

“Céi xe,” t0i cau miy néi. “Cé hoi bi bit miit khong?”
“Néu anh la c6m va anh tim mt bac si da tring nhur hoa hug tdy, dau i chd cudi cing anh tim?”
Anhco ly.

(A to by md clra sau. Ti‘éng nhac om som tuong duong voi am thanh trong budi hoa nhac Black Sabbath. Tyrese gio tay ra theo kiéu ngudi mo cira. Toi
vao xe. Anh luét vao ngoi canh toi. G2 to by chui Ién ghé ngudi lai.

Toi khong hiéu lim céi tay hat rap trén CD dang ndi g, nhung hin 16 rang phét dién v6i “g kia”. Toi dot nhién hiéu ra.
“Pay Ia Brutus,” Tyrese noi.

Y n6i gi lii xe to by. Toi cb ging bt anh nit gi qua guong chiéu hau, nhung khong nhin thdy ching qua kinh ram durgc.



“Rét vui duoc gip anh,” t6i noi.

Brutus khong dap lai.

Toi quay sang Tyrese. “Lam thé ndo anh thire hién duoc viée nay?”

“M6t vai cau bé cia toi bin phéd chit dinh & dudi Phé 147.”

“Céanh st s& khong tim thiy ho chir?”

Tyrese khit miii. “U, phai.”

“Dé thé 47”

“Tir chd d6, Wra, rat d&. Bon t6i chiém chd nz}y, hiéu chit, & toa nha Nam tai Hobart Hogseg. "Eéi qfu’a nﬁy ngudi thué nha mum do mot thang dé ho bo
rac & ‘Eru(?c ctra sau nha ho. thfm duong, hieu k}}()ng, Cénl} sat khong di qua dugce. Cho tot dé tien hanh mua ban. Vivay my cau bé cua t6i, bon no tir
ctra sO ban ra vai phat, anh hiéu t6i dang n6i gi day chir. Pén khi canh sat chay qua dugc, pip, bon né bien roi.”

“Thé ai hét mot thing da triing mang stng?”

“M0ot vai dira khac cua t6i. Bon nd chi chay doc phé la hét vé mot tay da tréng than kinh.”

“V& mit I\ thuyét, 1a t61,” t01 noi.

“V& mit ly thuyét,” Tyrese cuoi nhéc lai. “Tir to tat qua, bac sia.”

Toinga du ra sau. Mét moi thAm dam xwong cdt. Brutus l4i vé phia Dong. Anh ta vurot qua cay cAu mau xanh gin Yankee Stadium - t6i chua bao gio
bict tén cay cau - va thé cd nghia 1a bon t61 dang & Bronx. Trong mdt lic, t61 khum ngurdi xuong phong khi ai d6 nhom vao trong xe, nhung 161 toi nhé ra
ctra kinh mau. T6i nhin ra ngoai.

Khu nay x4u kinh di, nhur mot trong nhing canh ban thiy trong cac phimngay tan thé sau khi bomnd. Nhitng ddng d6 nat ctia cai c6 18 timg 1 toa nha,
trong moi tinh trang suy tan khac nhau. Khung nha da v& vun, ding thé, nhur thé tir bén trong, nhur thé b phan d& bén trong da b an dan dn mdn.

Bon t6i di thém mdt lic nira. Toi cé hiéu xem chuyén gi dang dién ra, nhung ndo t6i ctr lién tuc némra nhiing hing rao chin. Mot phén trong ti nhin ra
rang t6i dang & trong trang thai gin véi sdc; phan con lai khong cho phép t6i ngay ca suy ngam vé viéc do. Toi tap trung vao nhitng thir xung quanh minh.
Khi bon t6i di thém chiit nita - sau vao khu d6 nat - nha cira ctia dan cu it dan. Miic du chic hin chi cach phong kham chura dén mudi cay 6, t6i khong
hé biét bon toi dang ¢ dau. Van & Bronx, t0i doan thé. C6 & 1a Nam Bronx.

Ldp xe mdn vet va nhitng tim dém bj xé toac ra nim giira duong nhu thé nguoi bi throng trong chién tranh. Nhitng tang xi niing I6n 1i ra tir dam co
cao. Co nhiing cai xe da thao vo va du khong c6 dam chay ndo, I ra nén cé.

“Anh dén day nhiéu khong, bac si?”” Tyrese cudi khe khé noi.

T6i khong budn dap lai.

Brutus cho xe dimg lai trude mot toa nha chira d6 nat hét. Mot hang rio ludi thép bao quanh dinh thyr budn tham ndy. Cira s duoc che bang gd dan.
Toéi thdy mdt mau giay dinh & cira, c6 & 14 16i bao s& pha nha. Cira chinh ciing 1a gd dén. Téi thiy nd mé. Mot ngudi dan ong loang choang budc ra, gio
ca hai tay Ién che mat cho khoi choi, lao dao nhur Dracula dang hit mau nguoi.

Thé gidi ctia toi tiép tuc quay cudng,

“Pi thoi,” Tyrese noi.

Brutus ra khoi xe trudc. Anh ta md cira xe cho 0. Toi cam on anh ta. Brutus 1 ngudi khic ky. Anh ta ¢6 khudn mjt kiéu cira-hing-xi-gi- An-Do mi
ban khong thé turdng turong n6i - va ¢d I s€ khong mudn nhin thay - mdt ny cuoi trén do.

Phia bén phéi, hing ro hrdi thép da bi cét roi ra va kéo lai. Bon 0 bo qua. Ga kia loang choang tién lai Tyrese. Brutus phong thit nhung Tyrese phiy
tay bao thoi. G2 loang choang va Tyrese chao don nhau nong nhiét va thue hién mdt cai bat tay rat phurc tap. Roi ho ding cach nhau ra.

“Vao trong di,” Tyrese ndi voi toi.

To6i chui vao trong, d4u 6¢ van do. Miii hoi thi xudt hién trurde, mili axit ciia nurde tiéu va mii ctt dai khong lAn vao dau duogc. C6 thir gi d6 dang chay -
01 nghi t6i biét cai gi - va trdng duong nhur tiét ra mii 4m 4m, méu vang cia md hoi. Nhung c6 g d6 khac nita & chd ndy. M, khong phai cta cai chét,
ma ctia trude khi chét, nhur hoai tir, nhu mot thir dang chét dan chét mon va dang muc rita mé van con thé thoi thop. Hoi ndng ngdt ngat nhur ludng hoi
thdira tir 10 bé. Pam nguoi - cd thé niim muroi, c6 thé mdt triim - va vat trén san nhu tai mdt song bac. Bén trong t6i den. Duong nhu khong c6 dién,
khong c6 mrde, khong c6 bét ky dd dac ndo. Nhitng tim van gd gin nhur chn hét anh miit troi, anh sang duy nhét | nhiing tia néing lot qua cac khe ho,
bi lang ra thanh timg vét mong nhu thé di qua hrdi hi may giat. Ban c6 thé nhin ra duoc nhitg cai bong va hinh thiy, va d6 gan nhur 1 tat ca.



Toi thira nhan B minh mi tit khong bit i vé dia diém budn bén ma tily. Trong phong cAp ciru, t0i da nhin thiy hu qué hang tréim an. Nhung ma tiy
chua bao gio lam ¢4 nhan t6i thay thich thi. Ruou mdi ka ra chon dau doe cua t0, 161 nght the. Ngoai ra, luong chat kich thich dang thoat ra du dé den
ndi ngay ca toi cling ¢6 thé udn ra bon t6i dang ¢ tai mt dia diém budn ma ty.

“Lbi ndy,” Tyrese noi.

Bon tbi bt dau bude qua bai chién trwong, Brutus dan dau. Moi ngudi ré ra an can nhur thé anh ta 13 Moses. Toi di vao sau Tyrese. Dau dng tau sang
Ién, xuyén qua bong toi. N6 khlen t0i nhé dén chuyén di t6i rap xiéc Barnum va Bailey khi con nho va xoay xoay c4i dén pin nhod xiu trong bong ti. Bay
o nhin ciing nhur thé. Toi thiy t6i. T6i thdy nhitng cai bong, Toi thdy anh sang loe Ién.

Khong c6 nhac. Ciing khong ai n6i ning gi nhiéu. Toi nghe thy tiéng ngin nga. Toi nghe thiy tiéng Am wét chay trong nhitng duong dng. Tiéng kéu rin rit
thinh thodng x¢é toac khong khi, am thanh khong phai ctia con ngudi cho lim

Toi ciing nghe thiy tiéng rén ri. Ngudi ta dang lam tinh, cong khai, khong xiu hd, khong hé c6 y mubn kin ddo.

Mot canh cd mdt khong hai - t6i s€ tranh néi chi tiét v6i ban - khién toi hoang hon. Tyrese chirng Kién nét mit t6i, vé thich thu.
“Hét tién, bon n6 ban cai nay” - Tyrese chi - “dé hit hit.”

Miat déng tim duong tran Ién miéng toi. Toi quay sang anh. Anh nhn vai.

“Thirong mai, bac sia. Khién cho thé giéi ndy quay.”

Tyrese va Brutus tiép tuc budc. Toi loang choang di bén canh. Phén I6n tuong bén trong d6 nat sach. Con ngudi - gia, tré, den, tréng, dan ong, dan ba -
& khéip noi, €0 14, va vét nhur dong hd Dali.

“Anh c6 nghién ma tly khong, Tyrese?” t6i noi.

“Da timg, Bi dinh khi t6i muoi sau.”

“Lam thé no anh cai duoc?”

Tyrese mim cudi. “Anh thiy anh chang Brutus nay ctia toi ch?”

“Kho ma khong thdy duoc.”

“T6i bao s& tra cho anh ta mot nghin dollar mdi tuan dé t6i khong hit hit gi. Brutus chuyén vao & véi toi.”
Toi git dau. Nghe thé hidu qua hon rat nhiéu so v6i mot tuin voi Betty Ford.

Brutus mo mdt canh ctra. Can phong nay, mic du khong duoc trang bi dé‘ly da cho m it nhit ciling c6 ban gllé, tham chi ca dén dién va mot cai ti lanh.
T61 nhin thay mdt may phat dién xach tay & goc phong.

Tyrese va ti budc vao trong, Brutus déng cira lai rdi dimg ngoai hanh lang, Ching t6i con lai mdt minh.
“Chao mirg dén vin phong ctia t6i,” Tyrese noi.

“Brutus van gitp anh cai thudc 42

Anh Fic d4u. “Khong, bay gid TJ 1am chuyén d6. Anh hiéu t6i dang ndi gi chir?”

Toi hiéu. “Va anh khong ¢6 van dé gi véi viéc anh am & day?”

“T6i c6 hang ddng vin &, bac sia.” Tyrese ngdi xudng va moi toi ngdi. Mit anh liéc t6i va t6i khong thich c4i minh thiy trong anh mét 6. “Toi khong
phai 1a nguoi tot.”

Toi khong biét phai dap lai thé ndo, vi vy toi dbi chi d&. “Toi phai dén Washington Square Park trude nim gio.”
Anh nga nguoi ra sau. “Ké t6i nghe c6 chuyén gi.”

“Chuyén dai im”

Tyrese iy ra mdt ludi dao cin va bit du ciy mong tay. “Con t6i bi 5m, t6i dén gip chuyén gia, diing khong?”
Toi git dau.

“Anh gap ric rdi vi phép luat, anh ciing nén m vay.”



“Tuong t thé.”
“Chuyén tdi t& dang xay ra voi anh, béc si.” Anh dang tay ra. “Toi té 1a thé gi6i cia toi. Toi I ngudi din duong tt nhét & do.”

Vi vy 16i ké cho anh cau chuyén. Ké gn hét. Anh gt dau rét nhidu, nhung t6i ngd anh khong tin khi t0i ndi minh khong dinh fu gi v6i nhing vu giét
nguoi. Toi ngd anh cling chang quan tAm

“Puoc 1di,” anh ndi khi t6i ké xong, “héy chuin bi sin sang cho anh. Ri chiing ta can phai ndi chuyén vé thir khic nira.”
“Thir gi?”

Tyrese khong tré 10i. Anh lai gan thir trong giong mot céi ti ¢6 khoa bang kim loai kién ¢6 ¢ goc phong, Anh mé n6 bang mot chiéc chia khoa, nhoai
nguoi vao trong, va lay ra mot khau sing,

“Glock, cung o1, Glock,” anh n6i, chia cho 61 khzflu sing. Toi climg do. Hinh anh gommau den va mau loe lén trong dAu t6i r6i nhanh chéng bién mét; toi
khong dudi theo. Pa lau lam roi. Toi dua tay ra cam lay khau sting bang hai ngon tay, ctr nhur 1a n6 rat néng, “Khau sting ctia nha vo dich,” anh n6i thém

Téi dinh tir chdi khong nhan, nhung thé s& 1 ngu. Ho v6n da nghi ngd t6i trong hai vu an mang, tAn cong mdt nhan vién canh sat, khang cyr 1énh bét, va
¢6 I§ 14 hang dong nhitng thir khac vi chay tron phap ludt. Thém t¢i mang mot vii khi cdng vao tat thay nhitng chuyén d6 thi c6 hé han gi?

“N6 duoc 1én dan rdi ddy,” anh noi.

“Cé an toan chit nao khong?”

“Khéng con an toan nira.”

“0,” t6i ndi. Toi chdm rai kit di 1t lai khu sting, nh¢ fan cudi cling minh cammot vil khi trong tay. Cém gidc rét thich th, cm lai mot khéu stng y. Kiéu
nang nang tay, t0i nghi the. Toi thich két cau, thép lanh, céi kiéu nd khit hoan toan trong long ban tay t6i, strc nang, Toi khdng hai long khi minh thay thich
1.

“Cam Iy cai ndy nita.”” Anh dua cho t6i thir trong gidng mot cai dién thoai di dong

“Day 1A cai gi?” t6i hoi.

Tyrese cau may. “No trong gidng cai gi? Dién thoai di dong, Nhung s6 ctia nd 1 s6 an cip. Khong thé in ra anh duoc, hiéu khong?”

Toi git dau, cam thdy khong ding 1 minh Bm

“C6 mit phong tim sau ctra kia,” Tyrese ndi, chi v& phia bén phai toi. “Khong c6 voi hoa sen nhung ¢6 bon. Rira ci co thé boe miti ciia anh di. Toi &
lay cho anh quan 4o sach. R6i Brutus va t6i, bon t6i s€ dua anh dén Washington Square.”

“Anh bao ¢6 chuyén mudn ndi véi toi.”
“Sau khi anh tim rira xong,” Tyrese noi. “Liic d6 ching ta s& ndi chuyén.”
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Eric Wu nhin dm dim vao cai cdy bod lan ngbn ngang, Mt héin binh than, cim hoi nghiéng nghiéng,
“Eric?” Gigng ctia Larry Gandle.

Wu khong quay lai. “May c6 biét cai cdy nay tén gi khong?”” hin hoi.

“Khong.”

“Cay du cua Pao phi.”

‘Hay.”
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Wu mim cudi. “Mot vai sir gia tin ring vao thé ky mudi tam, cong vién 1 noi ding cho viée tir hinh cong cong.”

“Tuyét nhi, Eric.”

‘C[‘J': 2

Hai g thanh nién c6i tran vut qua trén gidy patanh Rollerblades. Mot méy cat xyét xach tay bat Jefferson Airplane. Washington Squa}re Park - chéng ngac
nhién gi, duoc dit theo tn ciia George Washington - la mdt trong nhitng noi c6 bam vao thip nién sau muwoi méc du cai bam chat ay cir bi tudt di. Co
mot $6 ngudi phan d6i nhur thurong 18, nhung ho trong giong nhu nhan vat trong cude song phuc hung hoai ¢d hon Ia nhimg nha cach mang thue sur. Dan
biéu dién duong phd bang chit manh khoe chiém né am san khéu. Nhimng thé loai vo gia cur kiéu g d6 xoay x& song rt tai & ddy.

“May chéc 1 bon minh cho ngudi kiém soét chd nay roi?” Gandle hoi.

Wu git dau, van di dién voi cai cdy. “Sau. Cong thém hai trong xe.”

Gandle nhin ra sau. Xe tai mau tring voi bién hiéu viét Son B&T va sb dién thoai cling mot logo xmh xan, V& mit g trai trong rat giong tay trong co ti
pht, cam mdt cai thang va chdi quét son. Néu duoc hoi midu ta céi xe, nhan chimg s& nhd, néu can bt ctr thir gi, tén ctia cong ty son va c6 thé sb dién
thoai.

Khong céi ndo ton tai.

Xe tai dd canh mot cai khac. O Manhattan, mot xe tai hop phap dd riéng r& s& dé thu hit sy nghi ngd hon mot xe d4u canh mot cai khac. Hon nita, bon
chiing lu6n nhin ra ngoai. Néu mdt nhan vién canh sét tién t6i, ching s& 14i di ngay. Chiing s& li dén mot chd dau trén Lafayette Street. Ching s& doi
bang dang ky bang l4i va bién hi¢u. Roi quay lai.

“May nén quay lai xe,” Wu ndi.

“May nghi Beck c6 t61 khong?”

“Ngo Fim” Wu noi,

“Tao nghii viéc hin bi bt s& kéo duoc 4 ra,” Gandle n6i. “Tao khong nghii ring hin dwoc sip xép dé hen gip.”

Mot trong nhing gian diép tay chén ciia ching - g t6¢ xoan van do theé thao & cira hang Kinko t0i qua - da nhin thély I thur xuat hign trén min hinh may
tinh. Nhung lic hiin mé lai duge 14 thu, Wu da sap dat xong bang ching tai nha Beck.

Khong quan trong, S& thanh cong thoi.

“Phai tm c hai dira, nhung tu tién con kia,” Gandle ni. “Tinh hinh xAu di, s& giét ca hai. Nhung tot nhit i & bon n6 séng. Dé minh tim ra xem bon nd
biét nhimg gi.”

Wu khong dép lai. Han van dam dam nhin céi cay.

“Eric?”

“Bon chiing treo ¢b me tao trén mdt cai ciy giong cdy nay,” Wu noi.
Gandle khong biét phai dap lai thé ndo, vi vay néi, “Tao rét tiéc”.

“Chiing cho e tao 14 gian di€p. Sau tén 1ot tran trudng me tao ra va ding roi da quét ba. Ching quat trong hang gios lién. Moi chd. Ngay ca thit da trén
mit ba ciing bi xé rach. Ba tinh tao trong sudt thoi gian d6. B lién tuc gao thét. Phai mét mdt khoang thoi gian ba moi chét duogc.”

“Chua o1,” Gandle khe noi

“Khi xong xudi, ching treo ba Ién mdt cai cy to.” Hin chi vao cai ciy clia Pao phu. “Gidng cdy nay. Dinhién, d6 duoc cho 1 mdt bai hoc. DE khong
ké nao lam gian di€p nira. Nhitng chim va thit dén bau vao ba. Hai ngay sau, chi con lai xwrong trén cai cay do.”

Wau deo lai c4i Walkman §én tai. Han quay di khoi cai cay. “May thire s khong nén dé bi nhin thiy,” héin bao Gandle.
Larry kho khén im moi dit droc cai nhin khoi cay du Ion, nhung g3 ging gat dau va di dudng minh,
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Toi méic vao mdt cai quan jeans den voi bung rong c& bang I6p xe tai. Toi gip doan thira lai va siét chit thit ng, Ao so' mi ddng phuc den cta cira hang
White Sox thi vira khit nhur mot chiée 4o thung ctia chau Phi. Ml ui trai mau den - n6 ¢6 cai logo nao d6 ma t6i khong nhan ra - vanh da bi bé gdy san
cho t6i. Tyrese ciling dua cho t6i d6i kinh ram y hét nhu d6i me-ki€p-may Brutus ua thich.

Tyrese suyt cudi pha 1én khi t6i tir phong tim budc ra. “Tréng anh tuyét Em, bac sia.”

“T6i nghf tir m anh dang can tim i péo.”

Anh cui toe toét va Fic dau. “Dan da tring,” ROi mét anh nghiém lai. Anh ddy mot vai td gidy c6 kimrap vé phia t6i. Toi cam Ién. Trén dau n viét Y
nguyén cudi cing va Chic thu. T6i nhin anh do hoi.

“Y 61 mubn 1 ni chuyén vi anh vé céi nay,” Tyrese noi.

“V& di chiic ciia anh?”

“Theo ké hoach t6i con hai ndm nita.”

“K¢é hoach gi?”

“T6i lam viéc ndy hai nam nita, kiém du tién dé dwa TJ di khoi day. Toi nghi co hoi dé amthé 1 60/40.”

“Lamthé, y anh |a gi?”

Mit Tyrese dan chit Ién toi. “Anh biét.”

Toi thure sur biét. Y anh ta | séng s6t. “Anh s& di dau?”

Anh dua cho t0i mdt céi thiép. Canh mit troi, nue xanh, nhitng cdy co. Céi thiép nhau nét vi bj xem qué nhiéu. *Xudng Florida,” anh dép voi mt bai
hat du dwong nhe nhang trong giong n6i. “T61 biet noi nay. Yeén tinh. C6 bé boi va trurong hoc t6t. Khong mdt ai ban khoan chuyén t6i ly tién ¢ dau ra,
anh hiéu t6i dang néi gi chu?”’

Toi dura lai cai thiép cho anh. “T6i khong hiéu minh thi ¢6 lién quan gi &én chuyén nay.”

“Pay’” - anh gio cai thiép én - “% ké hoach néu 60% xéy ra. D6 - anh chi vio t& di chiic - “néu 40% xay ra.”

T6i béo anh t6i van khong hiéu.

“T6i xudng trung tim thanh phd séu thang trude, anh hiéu t6i dang n6i gl dy. Tim mot luat sw that siéu. Lam toi mét hai nghin dollar chi trong mot vai gio
Vi 6ng ta. Tén Ong ta 1 Joel Marcus. Néu t6i chét, anh phéi di gip 6ng ta. Anh, nguoi thi hanh di chic cta t61. Toi c6 mot s6 giay o da dugc khoa lai
Ho s& bao cho anh biét tién & dau.”

“Tai sao lai 14 t61?”

“Anh cham soc con trai toi.”

“Latisha thi sao?”

Anh ché gidu. “A Ta dan ba, béc si. Ngay khi toi néim xudng, 4 & di tim mdt thiing cho khac, anh hiéu toi dang n6i gi khong? C6 thé lai bj mang ba 16
nguoc. C6 thé moi thir Eip lai”” Anh ngdi lai va khoanh tay. “Khong thé tin trdng dan ba, bac sia. Anh nén biét didu d6.”

“Chi 4y | me ctia TJ.”

“Phai.”

“Chij 4y yéu anh.”

“U, 61 biét diéu d6. Nhung c6 ta chi l dan ba, anh hiéu t6i dang n6i gi khong? Anh cho ¢ ta mdt khoan tién mit theo cach thé ndy, c0 ta s& ném ching
qua cura sO trong vong mot ngay. 6 1 ly do tai sao t6i lip ra mot vai tai san duoc gitt ty thac va vai thir linh tinh khc. Anh, nguoi thi hanh di chic. C6
ta muon tién cho TJ, anh phai dong y mdi duoc. Anh va gi Joel Marcus day.”

Téi dinh tranh cai nhur thé 13 phan biét gioi tinh bat cong, va ring anh ta I mot Neanderthal, nhung ¢6 vé lic nay khong ding thoi diém Em. Toi nhap
nhom trong ghe va nhin anh. Tyrese khoang hai muroi lim tu6i. T61 da gap qud nhiu ngudi nhur anh. Toi da luén gdp ho lai thanh mbt dong riéng, x6a mo
mét ho vao mdt khoi mau den xau xa. “Tyrese?”

Anh nhin t0i.



“Pi ludén bay gio di.”

Anh cau may.

“Ding s tién ma anh c6. Timmodt viée 1am & Florida. Toi s& cho anh vay thém néu anh can. Nhung hily mang theo gia dinh va di luon bay gior.”
Anh Fic dau.

“Tyrese?”

Anh dimg Ién. “Thoi ndo, bac si. Chiing ta tot nhat i 1én duodng thoi”

“Ching t6i van dang tim héin.”

Lance Fein ndi d6a, khuon mét nh sap ctia ong ta gan nhur dang tan chay thanh giot. Dimonte dm chiéu. Krinsky hi hody viét. Stone kéo quan.
Carlson bi 16i tri, cli xudng mdt to fax vira méi giri dén trong xe.

“Con nhitng vu nd stng thi sa0?”” Lance Fein gay git phun ra.

Nhian vién mic ddng phuc - dc vu Carlson khong budn hoi tén anh ta - nhin vai. “Khong ai biét ti gi. Toi nghii ¢6 18 khong lién quan.”

“Khong lién quan?” Fein thét 1én. “Anh 14 cai loai ngu ngde kém cdi ndo ha, Benny? Bon né chay trén phd thét Ién v& mot tay da tréing.”

“Véng, by gi khong ai biét ti gi.”

“Duya vao bon chiing,” Fein noi. “Dya rét nhidu vao bon ching, Y t6i [y, vi dam éy gao thét hét o, chir m thé quai ndo mot ga nhur thé nay lai co thé
chay tron, ha?”

“Ching ta s& bt duoc hin.”
Stone v nhe 1én vai Carlson. “Sao thé, Nick?”

Carlson nhiu mity nhin méy fax. Anh ta khong noi. Anh ta |z mdt ngudi song ngiin nép, trit ty dén mitc amanh. Anh ta rira tay qud nhiu. Anh ta thudng
khoa va md khoa ctra hang chuc Ian trude khi roi khoi nha. Anh ta cang nhin dit hon boi vi ¢6 thir gi d6 ¢ day khong khop.

“Nick?”

Carlson quay sang. “Khiu ba muroi tam chiing ta tim thiy trong két sit ctia Sarah Goodhart.”

“Céi ma chia khéa trén thi thé dan ching ta t6i.”

“Phai.”

“N6 lam sao?” Stone hoi.

Carlson van nhiu méy. “C6 rat nhiéu 16 hong & day.”

“Ld hong?”

“Pau tién,” Carlson n6i tiép, “ching ta gia dinh cai két sat Sarah Goodhart 1 ciia Elizabeth Beck, phai khong?”

“Phai”

“Nhung c6 ai d6 da thanh toan tién cho c4i két trong sudt tim niim qua,” Carlson n6i. “Elizabeth Beck da chét. Phu nit chét rdi khong tra tién hoa don.”
“C6 I8 1a cha c6 ta. Toi nghii 6ng ta biét nhiéu hon nhing gi dng ta ndira.”

Carlson khong thich diéu nay. “Con vé nhitng thiét bi nghe lén ma ching ta tim thiy & nha Beck thi sao? Sao lai co chuyén d6?”
“Toi khong biét,” Stone dap lai bang mdt cai nhin vai. “C6 thé ai d6 khac trong ban ciing nghi ngd héin ta.”

“Trudc d6 ching ta da nghe thé rdi. VA ban béo cdo ndy k vé khiu ba muroi tim ching ta tim thiy trong két.” Anh ta chi tay vao t fax. “Anh biét Uy
ban Ruou, Thudc 1 Pan dugc va Chat nd truy nguyén dugce toi cai gi khong?”

“Khéng.”



“Bulletproof khong cung cap bét cir thong tin nao, nhung cting khong ldy gi imla boi du sao dir liéu khong truy nguyén duoc dén tam nam.” Bulletproof,
mot phuong phip phéan tich dan dugc duge Uy ban Ruou, Thude 1 Pan dugc va Chat nd sir dung, ding d¢ ket noi thong tin dir liéu tir cac vu pham t0i
trong qua khir v&i nhimg khau sting duoc timra gan ddy. “Nhung NTC da tim duoc thong tin.” NTC 1a vict tit cua Trung tim Truy nguyén Quoc gi.
“Poan thir xem nguoi chi dang ky gan nhat 1a ai.”

Anh ta dua cho Stone ban fax. Stone doc hr6t xubng va thiy. “Stephen Beck?”

“Cha ctia David Beck?”

“Ong ta chét roi, phai khong?”

B‘Phéi.”

Stone dua lai t& gidy cho anh ta. “Vay con trai ong ta chéc hin I thira ké khiu sing do,” anh ta néi. “Do 1 sting ctia Beck.”

“Vay tai sao vo hén lai khoa nd trong mot cai két cting voi nhitng burc anh kia?”

Stone nghién ngim y d6 mdt phiit. “C6 thé ¢6 ta so hdn s& ding n6 bén ¢ ta.”

Carlson cang nhiu may ton hon. “Chiing ta dang dé 15 thir gi d6.”

“Nghe nay, Nick, dirng lam chuyén ndy phirc tap hon mitc can thiét. Chiing ta chic chén tém dugc Beck trong vu Schayes. Bét hin 1 chinh dang, Bon
gian hily quén chuyén Elizabeth Beck di, dugc chir?”

Carlson nhin anh ta. “Quén chuyén gi v& ¢ ta?”’

Stone héng giong va gio tay ra. “D6i mit vi thie té di. Tom Beck trong vu Schayes, d6 s& I mot miéng banh. Nhung vo héin - Chuia oi, vu d6 cach day
tamnamroi. Ching ta ¢6 dugc vai minh vun thong tin, 6t thé, nhung ching ta s& khong tém han trong vu d6 duoc. Da qua muon. C6 I8 - anh ta nhin
vai mit cach khéa trrrong - “c6 € t6t nhat 1a d€ con ché dang ngi nam yén.”

“Anh dang n6i cai chuyén quai gi thé?”

Stone nhich lai gan hon va ra hiéu Carlson ci xudng. “Mot vai ngudi & Cyuc mudn ching ta khong do it ca nhitng thir d6 én thi hon.”

“Ai khong mudn ching ta ddo ci gi lén?”

“Khong quan trong, Nick a. Ching ta déu cing mot phe, phai khong? Néu ching ta tim ra KillRoy khong giét Elizabeth Beck, né chi khién mo ra ca mdt
hdp sau, phai khong? Ludt su cua thang d6 co thé s&€ doi mdt phién toa mdi...”

“Ching ta chua bao & ¢b d6 vAy cho hin vy Elizabeth Beck.”
“Nhung ching ta két lun c6 ta 1 nan nhén ciia KilRoy. Chi khién c6 thém nghi ngd vao, thé thoi. Cach ndy gon hon.”
“To6i khong mudn gon,” Carlson néi. “Toi mudn syr that.”

“Ching ta thay déu mudn thé, Nick a. Nhung ching ta tham chi con mubn cong bang hon, phai khong? Beck s& bi két an chung than vi giét Rebecca
Schayes. KillRoy s& ¢ trong t. S€ nén Ia nhur the.”

“C6 16 hong, Toma.”

“Anh van ctr n6i thé, nhung t6i ching thiy gi. Anh chinh 1 ngwdi dAu tién nay ra cai y nghi Beck I ti pham trong vu giét vo héin.”

“Chinh xc,” Carlson n6i. “Trong vu giét vo héin. Khong phai vu Rebecca Schayes.”

“T6i khong hiéu y anh.”

“Vu giét Schayes khong khép.”

“Anh dtia 4? N6 con viing chéic hon 4y chir. Schayes biét diéu gi 6. Ching ta dang tién lai gan. Beck phai bit miéng c6 ta lai.”

Carlson lai nhiu my.

“Sa0?” Stone ndi tiép. “Anh nghi viéc Beck dén studio ctia c6 ta ngiy hom qua - ngay sau khi chiing ta gy ap hrc voi héin - chi 1 ngéu nhién thoi u?”
“Khong,” Carlson noi.

“Vay thi sao nita, Nick? Anh khong hiéu a2 Ké giét Schayes khop mot cach hoan hao.”



“Hoi hoan hao qua,” Carlson noi.

“Nay, dimg khoi chuyén Ién theo 16i chét tiét d6.”

“Dé t6i hoi anh didu nay, Tom Beck 1én ké hoach va thire hién giét vo héin tot dén mirc nao?”
“T6t bo me.”

“Chinh xéc. Hén giét tit ca nhan chimg, Han phi tang cac thi thé. Néu khong phii vi trdi mua va con giu kia, ching ta s& khong ¢ gi ca. Va ndi thang
nhé. Ngay ca khi c6 duge thong tin d6, chiing ta van khong c6 du bang chirng d€ budce 01, ndi gi dén ket an.”

“Vay thi?”

“Vay thi sao tir dung Beck lai ngu dot ngdt thé‘7 Hin biét’chl'mg ta bam theo hén. Hén biét tro Iy ctia Schayes s& co thé’ chimg thure hén da giip Rebecca
Schayes vao cai ngay co ta bi gict. Vay sao han lai ngu dén mirc giit khau sing trong gara ctia minh? Sao han lai ngu dén mirc wirt d6i ging tay trong
thing rac ctia chinh minh?”

“Pon gian,” Stone n6i. “Lan ny hdn voi va. Vi vo hidn, hén c6 ca dbng thoi gian dé 1én ké hoach.”

“Anh xem cai nay chura?”

Anh ta dua cho Stone ban bao cao theo doi.

“Beck dén gip nhan vién giam dinh phap y sang nay,” Carlson néi. “Tai sa0?”’

“T6i khong biét. C6 1& hén mudn biét c6 gi d6 c6 thé db toi trong hd so khdm nghiém tir thi.”

Carlson lai nhiu may. Tay anh ta dang khao khat duoc rira. “Ching ta dang dé 16 diéu gi 46, Toma.”

“Toi khong thiy c4i gi, nhung ndy, diikiéu gi, ching ta ciing phai bit giam duoc hin ta. RSi ching ta s& timra duoc chir?”

Stone di lai chd Fein. Carlson dé cho nhiing nghi hodic chimdi. Anh ta nghi lai vé viéc Beck dén van phong ctia nhén vién gidam dinh phap y. Anh ta rit sb
dién thoai ra, lau sach nd bang khéin mii soa, va nhén sb. Khi c6 ngudi tra 16i, anh ta néi, “Cho t6i s ctia nhén vién gidm dinh phép y Hat Sussex.”
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Ngr}ly xua - cach day murdi ndim - ¢6 c6 ban & tai Chelsea Hotel trén Phd 23 Tay. Trong khach san mdt nira lérkhéch du lich, mit nira 1a dan ¢ lau dai,
tuyén c}ién 'gan’ do. Nghé §T, nha van, sinh vién, dan nghién 4 phi€n, moi loai? moi gidi. Mdng tay den, mit son trang, mdi danh mau do mau, toc khong
mot dau vét udn quan - tat thdy trong nhiing ngay trude khi nd thanh xu thé chii dao.

It thr @ thay d6i. D6 van [ mot noi tdt dé n danh.

Sau khi nubt voi mot miéng pizza phia bén kia duc‘mg,’ ¢6 ding ky vao khach san va khong nmao hiém ra khoi phong. New York. C6 da tirng goi thanh
pho ndy 1a nha, nhung day chi 14 an thir hai c6 ghé dén trong tam nam qua.

C6 nhd New York.

Bing ban tay da qua thong thao, ¢ nhét toc minh vao dudi bo toc gia. Mau ciia ngiy hém nay s& i vang v6i chan toc den. C6 deo mdt céi kinh ¢6 gong
bang day kim loai manh Ién va nhét ham gia vao miéng, N6 lam thay d6i hinh dang khuon niit c6.

Tay c6 run run.

Hai tim vé méy bay nim trén ban bép. Tdi nay, ho s& di chuyén bay 174 ctia héing British Airways tir JFK dén San bay Heathrow London, dau mbi lién
lac cia ¢6 s& gap ho tai ddy va ho s& c6 gidy to tly than moi. RO ho s& Ry tau di Gatwick va ly chuyén bay chieu di Nairobi, Kenya. Mot chice jeep s&
dua ho t6i gan chan Nti Meru ¢ Tanzania, va sau d6 ho s€ leo nii ba ngay lien.

Mot khi dén duge d6 - mdt trong rét t nhitng noi trén hanh tinh nay khong radio, khong tivi, khong dién - ho s& duroc tur do.

Tén trén hai tAm vé 14 Lisa Sherman. Va David Beck.
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C6 giat manh mai toc gid modt lan nita va dam dam nhin vao minh trong guong. Mat mo di, va trong mot thoang, ¢o quay vé chd cai hd. Hy vong nhen
nhém trong ngure, va chi mt lan ndy thoi, c6 khong lim g dé dép it n6 di. C6 b mim cudi va quay di.

C6 di thang mAy xudng sanh va 1& phai trén Phd 23.

Tir chd ndy ma di bo dén Washington Square Park thi vira tuyét.

Tyrese va Brutus thé toi trén goc gitta Pho 4 Tay va Lafayette, céch cong vién bon toa nha vé& huéng Dong. Toi biét khu vire ndy khd 0. Elizabeth va
Rebecca ¢ ctng nhau trong mt cén ho 6 Washington Square, cam thiy sung suong 6 trén dinh cao trong khu West Village cua ho - mt nhicp anh ga
va mot ludt sur lam cong tac xa hoi, dau tranh cho chii nghia bohémiéng khi ho tra tron vao nhém ban nhiing dira In-Ién-6-ngoai-6 mudn khang dinh
minh va nhitng dra con 6ng chau cha mudn lam cach mang, N6i mdt cach thang than, t6i chua bao gio tin chuyén do, nhung cling khong cé van dé gi voi

no ca.

Lic d6 t6i dang theo hoc tai Truong Y Columbia, va ndi mdt cach chinh xac, t6i song & khu phd trén Haven Avenue gan bénh vién biy gior duge goi tén
1a New York Presbyterian. Nhung theo 1€ tu nhién, t61 & dudi nay rat nhicu.

Nhirng ndm thang t5t lanh.

Nira tiéng nita m6i dén gio gip.

Téi di xudng Phd 4 Tay qua Tower Records va vao khu vire trong thanh phd noi toa lac trudng Pai hoc New York. NYU mudn ban biét diél} nay. Ho
dong coc trén khu dat nay bang nhitng 14 ¢ ¢d in logo ctia NYU mau tia loe loet & khap moi noi. Xau chét khicp, 1a co mau tia loe logt nay noi rd trén
nén gach sim méiu ctia Greenwick Village. Ciing rét ich ky va dia phuong chii nghia, t6i nghii, d6i voi mot ving dat tw do dén vay. Nhung biét lim thé
nao duoc.

Tim ti dap thinh thich trong 16ng ngyre nhur thé nd mudn phé ra dé duoc tur do.

Liéu nang da c6 mt ¢ d6 chua?

Toi khong chay. Toi ¢6 binh throng va lim minh sao Fing khoi thir m khoéang mdt gior nia ¢6 thé dem t6i. Nhirg chd b throng tir lin dung o vira ddy
dang ¢ trong trang thai gitra bong rat va ngira ngdy khé chiu. Téi nhin minh trong kinh ctra s6 mot khu nha va khong thé khong nhén thay minh tréng 16
bich hét c& trong bd quan 4o di muron ndy. Gangxto Dy bi.

Xin chao may, tr ngir.

Quén i ¢t tut xudng. Tdi kéo 1én bang mdt tay va cb ging bude déu.

Elizabeth c6 thé da & cong vién roi.

Gios t0i ¢6 thé nhin thiy quéng trurong. Géc Pong Nam chi céch d6 mit tda nha. Duong nhur ¢6 tiéng xdo xac trong khong khi, ¢6 & mdt con béo dang
16i Ién cling nén, nhung d6 chic han la tri rong trong cua 61 hoat dong qua mire. Toi cti dau xuong. Hinh t61 duoc dura len tivi chua nhi? Nguoi dan
chuong trinh d4 phat di 16i canh bao can-phai-dé-phong chwra nhi? Toi ngd lim. Nhung niit t6i van dan chit xuong mit dudng.

Toi rao bude. Washington Square da luon 1a noi qua ndo nhiét vi toi trong ¢ sudt nhimg thang he. Tinh trang ndo nhiét nay luon c6 gi do mién cudng. Su
ndo nhiét gia tao, t6i goi thé. Chd t6i ura thich I noi hang déng ngudi tu tip on 4o gin may ban choi tro choi bang xi ming. Thinh thoang t6i choi co ¢ do.
Toi kha gioi, nhung trong cong vién ndy, ¢ vua la thir rat binh dang, Gidu, ngheo, tring, den, vo gia cur, nha cao tang, & thué, & chung - tht ca hoa hop
trén nhimg quan co tréng den cii rich. Tay choi gioi i nhat ma t0i timg gip & ddy B mdt gi da den danh hau nhur toan b cac budi chidu & doan trude
Giuliani quay r6i nhitng nguoi i mbto, xin tién 16 bang cai chdi clia gi.

Elizabeth van chua c¢6 miit & d6.

T6i ngdi xudng mdt ghé dai.

Muroi lam phit nira.

Ny t0i cing lén gip bon ln. Toi chra bao gior sg'dén thé trong doi minh. Toi nghi dén min biéu dién cong nghé clia Shauna. Mt tro bip? Toi ty hoi
mot lan nira. S& thé nao nlu tat thay nhirng chuyén nay déu 1a mot tro bip? S€ thé nao néu Elizabeth thire sy da chét r6i? Khi d6 t6i s€ lam gi?

Suy doan vo ich, t6i tw nhil. Lang phi ning hrong.
Nang phai con séng, Khong ¢ hra chon ndo khac.
To6i ngdi lai va cho.

“Hin dén r6i,” Eric Wu n6i vao dién thoai di dong

Larry Gandle nhin ra tir ctra ) ’kinh miu cla xe tai. David Beck thue su da xudt hién & noi hiin duoc cho 1 s& dén, an mic nher mdt tay du con duong
pho. Mat han dang dit nhitng vét xudc va thim tim



Gandle lic dAu. “Lam thé quai ndo ma hin Bm duoc thé nhi?”

“A.” Eric Wu néi giong ngin nga, “bon minh luén c¢6 thé hoi héin ma.”

“Chiing ta can chuyén ndy dién ra suén s¢, Eric.”

“Phai that.”

“Moi ngudi vao vi tri 1di chir?”

“Di nhién.”

Gandle nhin dong hd. “A s& c6 mit & day ngay thoi.”

Nérp giita Phd Sullivan va Thompson, dinh thyr hoanh trang nhét ctia Washington Square 1 mdt toa théap gach méu niu ¢ phia Nam cong vién. Hau hét
tin rang toa thap d6 van la mit phén ctia Judson Memorial Church. Khong phai vy. Trong hai thap ky qua, toa thip la phong ndi tra sinh vién va van
phong ctia NYU. Phan trén ctia thap rat dé dot nhdp vao néu c6 trong nhur thé bict minh s€ di dau.

Tir trén cao ndy, cd c6 thé nhin xudng toan bd cong vién. Va khi nhin xudng, ¢b bit dau khoc.

Beck da dén. Anh céi trang theo kiu ky dj nhét, nhung email d canh bo anh c6 thé bi bam dudi. C6 nhin thiy anh ngdi & bang ghé dai d6, mdt minh,
chod doi, chan phai run ban bat. Chan anh luén nhur vay mdi khi cang thing,

“Oi, Beck...”

C6 nghe thdy mdn mt sy dau don, ndi thdng khé cay déng trong giong minh. C6 van dam dam nhin anh.

C6 da lam gi?

Qué ngu ngdc.

C6 bude minh quay di. Chén c6 khép lai va ¢6 truot lung dua vio tudng cho dén khi bét xudng san. Beck da dén vi 6.
Nhung bon ching cling vay.

Cb chéc chan. C6 da phat hién thiy ba trong §6 ching, it qlﬁt 13 thé. C6 I8 con hon. C6 ciing phat hién chiéc xe tai cong ty Son B&T. C6 di bims6
dién thoai trén bién hi¢u xe, nhung nd khong ton tai. C6 kiem tra véi sy gifip do cua danh ba dién thoai. Khdng ¢ cong ty Son B&T.

Ching d3 tim thiy ho. Mic cho hét thay nhitng dé phong ctia c6, ching da & day.
C6 nham miét lai. Ngu ngdc. Quéa ngu ngoc Naghi ring ¢6 ¢6 thé thyre hién dugc vide nay. Lam thé ndo c6 c6 thé cho phép n6 xay ra? Khao khét di che

mo dau & dc co. Bay gio ¢6 da hiéu ra ri. Bang cach nao d0, c6 da tyr lira phinh minh rang c6 thé bién mdt tai wong khing khiép - hai thi thé duoc phéat
hién ra gin cai hd - thanh thir van may tir trén troi roi xubng,

Ngu ngdc.

Cd ngdi day va mao hiém nhin Beck 1an nita. Tim c6 roi tom nhw mdt hon d4 quing xudng giéng. Anh trong qué c6 doc & dudi kia, qua nhd bé, mong
manh va bat luc. Beck da quen dugc voi cai chét cta ¢d chua? Co €. Anh c6 dau tranh voi nhiing gi da xay ra va tao dung cudce song cho riéng minh
khong? Lai mit lan nira ¢ 1&. Anh da hoi phuc sau tai hoa chi d€ sy ngu ngoe ctia ¢6 dap manh vao dau anh mit phat nira?

RS rang thé.

Nude niit lai v& gian gjua.

C6 lay ra hai thm vé méy bay. Chuin bi. D6 da Iudn | méu chét cho sy song s6t ciia 6. Chuén bj cho moi tinh hudng ¢6 thé xdy ra. D6 1 1y do tai sao
cd da Ién ke hoach gip & day, tai mit cong vién cong cong cd ‘biét rat 1, noi co s€ ¢ duoc loi the. Co da khong chiu thira nhan diéu nay véi chinh ban
thin minh, nhung c6 biet kha ning nay - khong, sy that ndy - ton tai.

Hét 16i.

Mot khe hé nho, néu tirng ¢d mdt céi nhu vay, da bi dong sép lai.

Pa dén lic phai di. Mot minh. Va Jan ndy [ vinh vién.

C5 tur hoi anh s& phan tmg thé ndo néu c6 khong xuét hién. Liéu anh co tiép tuc suc tim trén may tinh nhimg c4i enmail khong bao gior &én niva? Liéu anh

¢6 di tim khu6n mat nhitng nguoi la va tuong tuong anh nhin thiy c6? Liéu c6 don gian  anh chi quén di va song tiép - va khi ¢ thure sy boc 16 tinh
cam that ciia minh, ¢6 ¢6 muon anh lam nhu the?



Khong quan trong, séng s6t trude tién da. Su séng s6t ctia anh. C6 khong ¢6 Iyra chon ndo khéc. C6 phai di.

Bing nd lyc tot dinh, ¢ dirt mit quay di va voi vil xudng cau thang. C6 mdt 16i ra phia sau dén ra Phd 3 Ty, vi vy ¢ khong can phai dén cong vién.
Co day canh ctra kim loai ndng né va budc ra ngoai. Xuong dudi Pho Sullivan, ¢6 tim thay mdt chiéc taxi & goc Bleecker.

C6 ngdi nga ngudi ra sau va nhim mt lai.

“Di ddu?” nguoi lai xe hoi.

“San bay JFK,” c6 ndi.
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Qua lau rdi.

Toi ngdi trén ghé dai va doi. Xa xa t6i nhin thdy cong vom bémg da cam thach nbi tiéng cta cong vién ndy. Stanford White, kién tric su lirmg danh nhiing
ndm 1900 bi mbt tay trong con ghen tudng vi mbt em tré dep gleL duoc cho i da “thiét k&” 16. Toi khong hiéu lim Lam the ndo ban thict ké mot thir
ma lai gidng y nhu duc tac phim ctia mOt nguoi khac? Sy tht cong vom Washington 1a an cdp 100% Khai Hoan Mon & Paris chang phéi bi mit gi. Dan
New York hét strc hd hdi vdi cai thue t€ rang n6 1a ban ca chép. Toi khong the hiéu tai sao.

Ban khong dugce so vao cai cong vomdo nita. Mot hang rao udi thép, khong phai khong gidng véi nhimg cai toi da thay ¢ Nam Bronx, bao quanh nd
dé ngain chin “céc nghé si graffiti”. Cong vién ndy vo thién Ning hang rao. Hau nhur tit ca nhimg khu vire ¢6 trong ¢6 déu c6 16p hang rio mong - tat ca
nhitng chd khac hing rio doi.

Nang & dau?

Chim pé cdu di lach bach cai dang doc quyén thudng thiy & céc chinh trj gia. Rat nhiéu con bay lai phia toi. Ching md vao gidy t0i va rdi ngwde nhin lén
kiéu rat that vong sao giay khong an duoc.

“Ty thudng ngdi d6.”

Giong n6i dén tir mdt gii vo gia cur doi mot qua mii len moc va deo tai gia. Ga ngdi dbi dién véi toi.

“0,” t6i n6i.

“Ty cho bon no an. Bonné quy Ty.”

“0,” 61 lai n6i.

“P6 1 I do tai sao bon n6 vy quanh 6ng nhur thé. Bon né khong thich dng d4u. Bon n6 nghi biét dau 6ng i Ty. Hay B mdt nguoi ban cta Ty.”

‘GA }]a’"”

Toi xem dong hd. Toi d& ngdi ddy ca hai tiéng dong ho rdi. Nang khong dén. C6 gi d6 khong on. Mot an nira toi tyr héi néu tat thiy chi | mdt tro bip thi
sao, nhung voi xua y nghi d6 di. Tot hon [a van tiép tuc gid dinh nhitng 14 thur d6 1a cua Elizabeth. Néu tat thay chi 1a mot tro bip, thi 61 dao, rit cude toi
ciing bict thoi.

Du thé ndo di nita, emyéu anh...

L4 thu noi thé. Du thé no di nita. Nhur thé ¢6 @i d6 s& tré nén khong 6n. Nhur thé 6 g d6 s xay ra. Nhur thé t6i chi nén quén hét thay va tiép tuc song,
V6 van khiing khiép.

Toi théy la king. Phdi, t0i bi nghién thanh c4m rdi. Canh sét truy dudi ti. Toi kiét qué, bim dép va hoang loan gin phat dién lén roi. Ay vay ma toi théy
minh manh me hon so vdi t6i nhitng ndm trude. Toi khong hiéu tai sao. Nhung t6i bict t6i s¢ khong tir bo. Chi minh Elizabeth hiéu it ca nhimg viée nay -
thoi diémhon, Bat Lady, Teenage Sex Poodles. Suy ra, chinh Elizabeth a nguoi giri email. Hodc ai d6 bude Elizabeth giri. Ki€u gi thi ki€u, nang van con
song, Toi phai theo dudi chuyén nay. Khong c6 cach nao khac.

Vay, lam gi tiép day?
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Toi Iy dién thoai di dong mdi ctia minh ra. Téi xo0a xoa cim trong mdt phitt va rdi ndy ra mdt ¥ twong, To6i nhén sb. Ga dbi dién - ong ta da ngdi d6 doc
bao lau im16i - liéc trdm t6i mdt phat. Toi khong thich thé. An toan con hon 1a hoi tiée. Toi dirg day va di dich ra khéi tam c6 thé nghe duge.

Shauna tra 10i dién thoai. “Al6?”

“LAo gia Teddy dang goi day,” t6i noi.

“Beck? Thé quai ndo...?”

“Ba pht.”

Toi dap méy. Toi bict dién thoai cta Shauna va Linda s& bi nghe trom. Cénh st s& nghe thy timg 107 ching ti néi. Nhung tang dudi chd ho & ¢6 mot
lio goa vo tén la Theodore Malone. Shauna va Linda tat vao cho 6ng ta su6t. Ho c6 chia khoa can ho. Toi s€ goi dén d6. FBI hay canh sat hay bat cir
ai cling khong the nghe 1én dién thoai d6 duogc. Kieu gi cling khong thé cting mdt Iic.

Toi nhén sb.

Shauna thé hon hén. “Al6.”

“Té can cau gitp.”

“Cau 6 biét chuyén gi dang dién ra khong ha?”

“Té cho 1a 16 dang bi truy king kinh Fim.” Téi van thy binh tinh mdt cach ky quéic, bé ngoai i thé.

“Beck, cau phai di ty tha.”

“Té khong giét ai ca.”

“T6 biét, nhung néu cau van & ngoai d6...”

“Cau c6 mudn gitp t& hay khong?” t6i cit ngang.

“No6i di,” ¢ noi.

“Ho tim ra khoang thoi gian giét nguoi chira?”

“Khoang nira dém. Béang thoi gian ctia ho hoi sit sao mdt chit, nhung ho biét c4u ra ngoai ngay sau khi t6 vé.”
“Okay,” t6i noi. “To cAn cau am viée nay cho t6.”

“Noidi”

“DAu tién, cau phai dén Chloe.”

“Con cho cua caua?”

7

“Taisao?”

“Vimt diéu,” t6i noi, “né can di dao.”

Eric Wu n6i trén dién thoai di dong. “Hén dang ndi chuyén dién thoai nhung ngudi ciia tao khong thé dén gin hon.”

“Han nhén ra ngudi clia may?”
“Cé kha nang,”

“C6 I8 héin dang goi hity cudc hen.”
Wu khong dép lai. Han theo ddi bac si Beck 16i cai dién thoai di dong tir i ra va bt dau bang qua cong vién. “Chiing ta giip mot van dé,” Wu noi.
“Sao?”

“Hinh nhur héin dang rdi khoi cong vién.”



Phia dAu day bén kia im ing. Wu doi.

“Trude day bon tao da dé mét n,” Gandle noi.

Wu khong dap lai.

“Ching ta khong duoc liéu, Eric. Tom By nd. Tém Ay n6 ngay bay gid, timra né biét cai g, va két thic.”

Eric gat dau ra hiéu vé phia xe tai. Han bat dau tién vé phia Beck. “Xong”

Toi di qua turong Garibaldi dang rit gwromra khoi bao trong cong vién. Buky la, t6i co mot diém dén trong dau. Quén chuyén gip KillRoy di, bay gio
cha lién quan gi nita. Nhung céi tén PF trong s0 ghi chép ctia Elizabeth, con dugc goi 1 Peter Flannery, luat-sur-chuyén-xui- giuc-thura- kién-doi-boi-
thurong, 1a mot chuyén khac. Toi van c6 thé dén vin phong ctia 6ng ta va n6i chuyén mot lat. Toi khong biét minh s& tim duoc gi. Nhung t6i s& im gi do.
N6 s& 1a bude khoi dau.

San choi sat ngay bén phai toi, nhung khong dén mot chuc dira tré & d6. Phia trai, “Cong vién Cho ctia George,” mdt day toan cho 1 ché duoc trang
diém, day ngap nhiing em cho mic 4o hoa sic s& va b6 me ching. Trén bé di cong vién, hai anh ching dang tung himg, T6i di qua mdt thém sinh vién
chui trong 40 trim dau ngdi thanh nira vong tron. Mot tay nguoi chiu A téc nhudm vang co thé to vat va nhur trong Fantastic Four suot qua bén phai toi.
Toi liéc ra sau. Nguoi dan 6ng doc bao da di mit.

T61 ban khoan.

Ong ta & d6 sudt quing thoi gian t6i & d6. Bay gid, sau vai gidy, ong ta quyét dinh roi di ding ngay It t6i roi di. Tinh cd? C6 &.

Anh s€ bi bam duoi...

Email n6i thé. N6 khong n6i co thé. Dudng nhu no kha chic chin viée do. Toi tiép tuc budc va nghi vé chuyén d6 thém mdt chit nita. Khong thé nio.
Cai duoi tai nhat trén the gidi cling khong thé bam theo t6i sau tat ca nhitng chuyén t6i da trai qua ngay hom nay.

Ngudi dan ong cam td bao khong thé nao bam dudi t6i duoc. ft nhét, t6i khong twong tuong ndi diéu do.
Chéng & bon ching chén dugc email?
Toi khong thiy c6 cach ndo. Toi da xda thur r6i. Tham chind con chura ton tai trén may tinh ciia toi.

Toi bang qua Washington Square West. Khi gién chd vé duong, toi cam thiy mot ban tay trén vai toi. Pau tién nhe nhang. Nhu mdt ngudi ban cii v 0a
sau lung t6i. Toi quay lai va ¢ du thoi gian dé nhan ra do 1a tén chau A toc nhuom

ROi hén siét chét vai toi.
Ban dang doc truyén Pung Noi Mot Ai dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhidu truyén hon & EbookFull(dot)Net.

Chuong 32

Nhirng ngén tay ctia hin siét vio b vai nhur nhirmg miii kim nhon.

Con dau - dau kinh hoang - quét xubng phan bén tri toi. Chan t6i mudn khuyu xudng, Toi ¢b hét 1én hay chdng tra, nhung khong dong day ndi. Mot xe
tai miu trédng xich t6i canh cho ching toi. Cira bén mo ra. Tén chiu A dich tay han Ién 6 toi. Han siét manh hai bén c6, va mt t6i bat dau tron ngwoc.
Duing tay con lai, hdan dap 1én xuong song t6i va toi cti xuong trude. Toi thay ngudi minh gip lai.

Hiéin x0t6i vé phia xe. Nhirng céi tay tir phia bén trong gio ra va kéo t6i vo. Toi ngdi én san kim loai lanh ngit. Trong nay khong c6 ghé ngdi. Cira dong
lai. Cai xe lao vut vao dong xe c9.

Toan b trrdng doan - tir chd canh tay cham én vai t6i cho dén khi ci xe tai lao di - chi dién ra trong khoang nam gidy.

Khéu Glock, t6i nghi

Toi ¢6 riit n6 ra, nhung mdt dira nhay lén lung toi. Tay t6i bj kep chit xubng. Toi nghe mdt tiéng tich va c6 tay phéi t0i b dip manh vao sin xe. Bon
ching 1t 61 lai, gan nhu x¢ toac vai ti ra khoi co the. Hai trong sO ching. Bay gior t0i ¢6 the nhin thay ching. Hai thang, déu da trang, ¢ I& ba muroi
tuoi. Toi thay ching rd rang, Qua rd. T6i nhdn dang dugc ching, Ching ciing bict dicu do.

Thé nay khong tt teo nio.
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Ching nén ¢ tay kia ctia t6i vi vy t6i ndm dang canh nhur dai bang trén san xe. ROi ching ngdi 1én chan t6i. Gios t6i bi tréi chit rdi va niim to ho hoan
toan.

“Ching may mudn gi?” t6i hoi.

Khong dira ndo tra 1oi. Ci xe tai tat voi vao mdt goc phd. Ga chau A b con chui vao, va cai xe lai lao di. Han cti xubng, ddm dim nhin t6i kiéu hoi td
m.

“Tai sao may dén cong vién?” hén hoi toi.
Giong hin 1am i ngac nhién. T6i da nghi s& nghe thir gi 46 gim gir hay de doa, nhung giong hin nhe nhang, hoi the thé, va giéng tré con dén ky quéc.
“May 1 ai?” t61 hoi.

Hén nén mdt ¢t xudng bung t6i. Hin nén t6i manh dén ndi, t6i chic I ddt ngon tay hén quét xudng tan san xe. Toi ¢d gap hay udn cong ngudi lai, nhung
cai day xich budc va hai g ngdi trén chan khién dicu d6 1a khong thé. Khong khi. Tat ca nhiing gi toi can la khong khi. T6i nghi minh ndn ra mat.

Anh s& bi bam dudi...

Toan b nhitng d& phong - email khong ky tén, mit m, nhirng 101 canh béo - gio ching déuco nghia ca 1di. Elizabeth so. Toi van chua ¢6 moi cau tra 1i
- me kiép, t61 hdu nhur cha ¢ cau ndo - nhung cudi cling da hiéu cach lién lac ky bi ctia nang 1 két qué cta so hai. So bi tim théy.

Bi nhiing tén ndy tim thay.

Toi ngat tho. Moi té bao trong co thé 61 gao thét doi oxy. Cubi cing, tén chiu A git dau véi hai g kia. Ching tha chéan t6i ra. Toi co dAu gbi 1én ngyre.
T6i co thu lay It khong khi, guéy dép nhur bi dong kinh. Sal} mit e, hoi tho clia tQi quay trd lai. Tén chau A chdmrdi quy goi canh t{)i T6i nhin han
khong chép mit. Hay, it nhat, t6i c0 lam vay. N6 khong giong nhin vao mat mot dong loai hay thim chi la mjt con thi. Pay la doi it cva thir gi d6 vo
tri v giac. Néu ban nhin vao d6i mit ctia mdt cai tu dung ho so, cam giac s& hét the nay.

Nhung t6i khong chop mit.

Hin cung con tré, cai tén bét toi 4 ay khoang hai muroi, hai lim 12 cing, Hén dit tay Ién mé phia trong tay t6i, ngay trén khuyu tay. “Tai sao méy dén cong
vién?” hén hoi 1an nita bang céi kiéu é a.

“Tao thich cong vién,” t6i ndi.

Héin ti manh xubng. Chi hai ngon tay. Mom t0i ha hc ra. Nhitng ngdn tay cat vao da thit va vao b6 dy than kinh. Mat t0i bt dau 10 kén. Toi chura timg
bié:[ dén dau don nao nhu thé nay. N6 dong sap moi thir lai. Toi vét qua vat lai nhur mdt con cd dang chét dan trén ludi cau. Toi o d4, nhung chén t6i roi
xuong nhu nhitng bang cao su. Toi khdng thd duoc.

Hién khong budng ra.

Toi van doi héin n6i tay ra mdt chut hay ngimg lai. Nhung hin khong 1am vay. Toi bt dau rén ri. Nhung hdn van giir chat tay, nét mt tinh bo nhw khong,
Xe tai van chay. Toi ¢ virot qua ndi dau, ¢b dap nd thanh nhiing con nh6 hon. Nhung khong thanh cong. Toi can duoc tha ra. Chi mot gidy thoi. Toi
can hén tha tay ra. Nhung hén van gitt nguyén nhur thé. Hén tiép tuc nhin toi bang d6i miéit trong rdng kia. Pau t6i nding dan. T6i khdng ndi ndi - ngay ca
néu t6i mudn néi cho hin didu hin mubn biét, cb hong t6i nghet cimg, Va hin biét thé.

Thoat khoi sy dau dén. D6 1a tt ca nhitng gi t6i c6 thé nghi @én. Lam thé nao t6i thoat khoi sy dau don? Toan thé sur tn tai clia toi duong nhur tp trung
va do vé cai bd day than kinh d6 trén tay. Co thé nhur bi thiéu chay, s nhur bi dé ning.

Khi dAu toi sép sira nd tung, dot nhién hén tha tay ra. T6i lai ha hdc mdm, Jin ndy nhe nhdm. Nhung chi trong chdc Iat. Tay hén bt dau truon xudng
bung dudi toi va dung lai do.

“Tai sao miy dén cong vién?”

Toi ¢b nghil, dé bia ra mdt i ndi déi trom tét. Nhung héin khong cho t6i thoi gian. Han kep sau hon, va sy dau don quay tré lai, kiéu gl d6 con t01 t€ hon
trude. Ngon tay cla hén xuyén vao gan i nhu mdt udi 1. T6i bat dau gidt manh day xich tréi. Miéng toi ha hdc ra trong mdt tiéng hét khong cat lén

IlOL

Toi quéin quai trén san xe. Va khi d6, gitta con vit va, t0i nhin thiy phia sau dau tén ki xe. Xe dimg lai, c6 & chd dén do. Tén li xe nhin théing phia
trude - nhin duong, t6i nghi thé. Roi moi thit xdy ra cuc nhanh.

Toi nhin thiy ddu tén ldi xe quay sang phia ctra sf) ¢hd hén nhur thé héin nghe thiy mot tiéng dong, Nhung da qua mudn. Mot thir dap vao phia bén so
han. Han ngd vat xudng nhu mdt con vit troi bi ban. Cura trude xe mo ra.

“Gidr gio tay lén!”



Stng xut hién. Hai khiu. Chiia ra phia sau. Tay chiu A tha ra. Téi ndm phich xudng, khong cir dong duoc.
Phia sau khau sung t6i nhin thy hai grong mit thdn quen, va suyt gao kén sung sudng.
Tyrese va Brutus.

Mot trong hai tén da trér{g ctr dong. Tyrese nd sing luén. Ngue tén kia nd tung. Han ngf ra sau Hﬁ:t mo trimg trimg, Chét. Khong nghi ngd gi. Phia
trude, tén tai x€ rén ri, bat dau guong day. Brutus ding khuyu tay nén mdt phat thit luc vao mit han. Tén 14i xe im ling trd lai.

G da tring con lai gio tay kén. Tén tra tin chau A cta 61 nét mit khong hé thay d6i. Han nhin nhur thé tir mdt noi xa xam nao d6, khong gio ciing khong
ha tay. Brutus ngdi vao ghé l4i xe rdi sang s6 cho xe chay. Tyrese van gio sing nhim théing vao tén chiu A.

“Coi tréi cho no,” Tyrese ndi.

Tén da tring nhin tén chéu A. Tén chau A git diu dong y. Tén da triing cdi trdi cho toi. Toi ¢b ngdi day. C6 cam gide nhur thir gi d6 trong nguoi t6i da
vO vun ra va nhitng manh v& dang ddm vao cac mo.

“Anh 6n chir?” Tyrese hoi.

Toi ¢b im moi git dwoc dau.

“Anh mudn t6i khir ching?”’

Toi quay sang tén da tring van con tho. “Ai thué may?”

Tén da tring déo n¥it sang tén chau A tré. Toi ciing am thé.

“Ai thué may?” t6i hoi héin.

Tén chau A cudi cling mim cudi, nhung mét hin van nhin nhur thé. Va rdi, mt Ian nita, moi thir xiy ra qua nhanh.

Toi khong hé thiy tay héin gio ra, nhung diéu tiép theo t0i biét k tén chau A tm iy gdy t0i. Hin ném t6i mt céch dé dang vé phia Tyrese. Toi thyc sur
bay trong khong trung, chan da loan xa nhu thé nhur vay 6 the gilip t6i bay chim lai. Tyrese thay t6i lao t6i, nhung anh khong tranh dugc. Toi roi kén
nguoi anh. Toi ¢ lan xuong that nhanh, nhung ngay khi chiing t6i ding Ién duoc, tay chau A da thoat ra ngoai qua cira bén xe tai.

Han di mt.

“Me kiép thing lai gidng Ly Tiéu Long,” Tyrese noi.

Toi git dau.

Tén I xe tinh lai JAn nita. Brutus toan vung mdt ¢t dam, nhung Tyrese bao thoi. “Hai thing niy khong biét veo gi dau,” anh ndi voi toi.

“Téi biét.”

“Ching ta giét ching hodic dé ching di.”” Nhur thé hai cach do, cha c6 gi quan trong Eim, mdt ¢t tung dong xu.

“Dé ching di,” ti noi.

Brutus tlrnnf)t khu yén tinh, ¢6 & khu nao d6 & Bronx, t6i khong chic im Tén da tr'fmg van con thé tw minh biénra ngoai. Brutus kéo tén lai xe va cai
g4 bi chét kia ra nhur rac rudi clia ngay hom qua. Ching t6i lai cho xe chay. Trong mdt vai phut, khong ai noi gi.

Tyrese vong tay ra sau co roi nga ngudi. “May 1 c6 ching toi lng vang bén canh, nhi, bac si nhi?”
Toi git dau voi cau m t6i nghi 1 101 néi giam dén 1.000 fan.
Ban dang doc truyén Pung Noi Mot Ai dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Hb so kham nghiém tir thi duoc hru tai mot kho 1on & Layton, New Jersey, khong céch xa ving ranh giéi Pennsylvania im. Déc vu Nick Carlson dén
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mot minh. Anh ta khong va nhungcho lru trit nhur thé ndy cho Bm Ching lam anh c6 cam giac son gai 6c. Mo hai muroi tur gio mt ngay, khong béo Ve,
chi ¢6 mdt camera an ninh theo ddi ¢ 161 ra vao... Chi c6 Chiia moi biét c4i quai gi bi khoa trong c4i nha xi méing kia. Carlson biét thude phién, thude, va
hang au thué d thé loai dugc chira trong d6. Viée ndy khong kim anh ta ban tam im. Nhung anh ta nhé mt vai nam trude khi mot dy vién ban chép
hanh nganh diu bi bt coc va tong vao thing trong mot chd & day. Ong iy vién ndy bi ngat tho ma chét. Carlson c6 mit ¢ d6 khi ho tim thiy ong ta. Ké
tir d0, anh ta trdng tuong nhirg nguoi dang song cting & day, ngay gidly phit nay, bi mét tich mdt cach bi 4n, chi cach chd anh ta dimg vai mét, bi tréi
trong béng ti, ging sirc mé miéng dan bit mdm

Neudi ta thurong bao ddy 1 mot thé gioi bénh hoan. Ho khong biét ti gi ca.

Timothy Harper, nhan vién kham dinh phap y hat budc ra tir mt phong gidng nhur c4i gara, cAmmdt phong bi nhira Ion c6 day bude quanh. Ong ta dua
cho Carlson hd so kham nghiém tir thi c6 tén Elizabeth Beck trén d6.

“Anh phai ky vao méi murgn duge,” Harper ndi.

Carlson ky vao to don.

“Beck khong bao voi ong tai sao anh ta mudn xemn6?”” Carlson hoi.

“Anh ta ndi v& mdt ngudi chong dau dén khd so va diéu gi 6 vé két thiic, nhung ngoai chuyén d6...”” Harper nhin vai.
“Anh ta c6 hoi ong didu gi khac vé vu 4n khong?”

“Khong c6 gi dac biét.”

“Thé con nhitng thir khong dic biét?”

Harper nghi mjt lit. “Anh ta hoi ti co nhé ai nhén dang thi thé khong”

“Ong ¢6 nhé khong?”

“Khong, dau tién thi khong,”

“Ai nhan dang c6 4y?”

“Cha c6 y. R6i anh ta hoi t6i mét bao au?”

“Céi gi mit bao lau?”

“Nhan dang”

“T6i khong hiéu.”

“Noi that 12 t6i ciing khong, Anh ta mudn biét cha ¢ dy c6 nhin dang duoc ngay p tirc khong hay phai mat modt vai phit.”
“Tai sa0 anh ta lai mudn biét chuyén d6?”

“T6i khong biét.”

Carlson c6 hiéu xem tai sao lai thé, nhung khong nghi ra dugc gi. “Ong tra 1i anh ta thé nao?”

“Syr that thoi. Toi khong nhd. Téi cho ring ong ta nhin dang trong mdt khoang thdi gian binh thirdng néu khong t6i da nhé rd hon roi.”
“Con gi nita khong?”

9 A

“Khong, thire sur,” ong ta noi. “Nghe ndy, néu ching ta xong & ddy rdi, toi con hai dtra nhdc lao nat mdt chiéc Civic vio cot dién cao thé dang doi t6i.”
Carlson ndm chit hd so trong tay minh. “U.” anh ta n6i. “Chiing ta xong rdi. Nhung néu toi can gip ng?”
“To6i & van phong.”

Peter Flannery, luit sur hnh nghé dang t6t0 méy chi c4i mau vang phai lén I6p kinh mo trén cira. C6 mdt cai 16 trén kinh to bang nim dam. Ai d6 da
dap 1en d6 mdt miéng bang dinh mau xam. Miéng bang dinh trong da cil.

Toi kéo vanh mi thip xubng. Ngudi i dau dén am i sau khi trai qua thir théch voi tén chu A by con. Ching t6i da nghe thély tén t0i trén dai phat thanh
cho ban di vong quanh the gi6i trong vong hai muroi hai phtt. To6i chinh thirc bi truy na.

Khé ma che day duoc. Toi dang gip réc r6i cuc I6n vay mi tit ca nhitng chuyén d6 c6 vé xa x6i mt cach ky la, nhur thé n6 dang xdy ra voi mit ai do
ma t61 hau nhur khong hé quen biét. Toi, t6i day, cai thang dimg ngay day, khong thém quan tAm T6i chi cé6 mdt muc tiéu duy nhat: tim Elizabeth. Nhitng



thir con lai chi 1 phong nén thoi.

Tyrese di cung t6i. Chua dén chuc ngudi rai réc ¢ phong doi. Hai deo nhirmg chiéc vong ¢b tinh vi. Mot véi con chim trong léng T6i khong biét tai sao.
Khong ai budn liéc 1én nhin chiing t6i, nhur thé ho can nhic nd Iyc ngurde mat Ién nhin chiing t61 xem ¢6 1gi ich gi khong va quyét dinh, nay, khong dang,

C6 I8 tan doi mai toc gia gdm gude nhin ching ti nhur thé chiing t6i vira choi Ién tir phia sau mdt con cho.
Toi yéu cau gap Peter Flannery.
“Ludt s dang c6 khach hang,” C6 ta khong nhai keo cao su, nhung gan nhur thé.

Tyrese bén dén lo igu. Nhu mdt phép thuat gia voi doi tay khéo ko hét cd, anh ném ra mot tap tién mit day hon ¢0 tay toi. “Béo voi ong ta ching t6i tra
tin thu€ trude.” Roi, cudi toét, anh ndi thém, “Mat cho co nita, néu ngay bay gio' chiing t6i dugc vao gip ongta.”

Hai phit sau, ching 6 dugc dan vao phong neng cia Ngal F]annery Cin phong c6 miii khéi xi ga va Lemon Pledge. D6 gd dong thanh b, loai ban co
thé tim thiy & Kmart hay Bradlees, son den, gia £o 501 gb gu dit tién vi thé tao cam giac ching khac gi mbt mo toc gia Las Vegas. Khong c6 bang tot
nghiép ndo trén tudng, chi cé thir d6 dom ngd ngén ma con ngu(n ké vao kia dé giy 4n turong voi nhitng ké dé bi giy 4n tuong. Mot bang ky niém i
cach hoi vién ciia Flannery trong “Hiép hoi Thudng rurgu Thé gi6i”. Mot bang ghi chit hoa my 6ng da timg tham dy “Hoi théo vé huat tai Long Island”
ndm 1996. Thanh tyru Ion. C6 nhitng bire anh ¢t mém chup Flannery khi con tré ctng v6i cai ma t6i doan hodc I sao hogc 1a chinh tri gia dia phuong,
nhung t6i khong nhén ra ai ca. Mot biic anh du golf ctia hai cip choi dit trong khung-giéng-gd chém ché oai nghiém nhur mdt gidi thirong sau ban m
viée.

“Rét han hanh,” Flannery n6i voi mt cai vAy tay von va. “Xin mdi ngdi, thura cac quy 6ng.”

T6i ngdi xudng, Tyrese van dimg, khoanh tay lai, va dua vio birc turong phia sau.

“Vay,” Flannery n6i, kéo dai tir d6 ra nhur dang nhai mot miéng thudc 1, “6i ¢ thé m gi cho 6ng?”

Peter Flannery ¢6 vé bé ngodi ctia vin-dong-vién-da- thanh-hat-giong, Mi téc timg mot thoi vang ong ctia dng ta gior da mong va bo di gin hét. Céc nét
trén khu6n mat da thay doi. Ong ta méc mdt b comlé gom ca gile bang to nhén tao - t6i da khong nhin thay mot cai nhur the tir lu im r0i - va b quan
40 thdm chi c6 mot cai dong ho de tii duge gan vao soi day bang vang gia.

“T6i can hoi 6ng vé mdt vu an ¢il,” tdi noi.

Mt 6ng ta vin mang miu xanh biéc ctia tudi tré, va ong ta huréng ching vé phia ti. Trén ban, t6i nhin tlny mdt tim anh chyp Flannery va mit phu nit
béo 1 cling mdt dira bé gai chimg khoang murdi bdn tudi durt khoat dang ¢ trong giai doan vat va chuyén giao tir tré con thanh nguoi I6n. Ho déu mim
cuoi, nhung t6i thay ca mit cai cau may ¢ do6 nita, nhu thé ho dang két ndi chuén bi chong lai mOt tai hoa.

“Mot vu cii?”” ong ta nhéc lai.

“Vo t6i dén giip ong cach day tam ndm Toi can biét gip vi chuyén gi.”

Mit Flannery liéc sang Tyrese. Tyrese van dimg khoanh tay va cho 6ng ta thiy khong gi khac hon mot cap kinh ram. “Toi khong hiéu. Pay 6 phéi i
mot vu ly di khong?”

“Khong,” t61 ndi.

“Vdy...?” Ong ta gio' hai tay Ién va ném cho t6i cai nhiin vai toi-rat-mudn-gitip. “Bao mat thong tin gitta ludt su-khéch hang. Toi khong biét lam thé nao
t1 giip 6ng dugc.”

“T6i khong nghii c6 4y la mot khach hing,”

“Ong im t6i thiy khé hiéu, ng..” Ong ta doi t6i dién vao chd trdng

“Beck,” t01 ndi. “Va toi [a bac si, khong phai ong.”

C4i cdm dbi ctia Ong ta tré ra khi nghe thiy tén toi. Toi tur hoi c6 & ong ta da nghe cac ban tin. Nhung t6i khong nghi 1 thé.
“Vo t6i tén 1a Elizabeth.”

Flannery khong néi gi.

“Ong nhé ¢6 4y chir?”

M6t lan nira 6ng ta lai iéc nhin Tyrese.

“Cb 4y co phai i khach hang khong, 6ng Flannery?”



Ong ta héing giong. “Khong,” 6ng ta ndi. “Khdng, ¢ dy khong phai i khéch hang”

“Nhung 6ng nhé da gip co ay?”

Flannery nhip nhdm trong ghé. “Phai.”

“Hai ngudi ban luan chuyén gi?”

“Pa lau Eim roi, bac si Beck.”

“C6 phai 6ng dang ndi la 6ng khong nh6?”

Ong ta khong tra 101 cau d6 mdt cach truc tiép. “Vo 6ng,” dng ta ndi. “C Ay bi giét, phai khong? Toi nhé nhin thiy chuyén gi d6 nhu thé trén bao.”
Toi ¢b tiép tuc chit dé cil. “Tai sao cd Ay lai dén ddy, 6ng Flannery?”

“T6i Ia mdt ludt swr,” dng ta ndi, va 6ng ta gan nhur hon hén,

“Nhung khong phai ctia ¢6 dy.”

2 A

“Hon nita,” 6ng ta ndi, ¢d ging gianh Ay chit anh hudng, “t6i cAn dugce bdi thurong cho thoi gian ciia t61.”” Ong ta ho vao némtay. “Ong da dé cap mot
thir gi d6 ve tién dat coc tra trude.”

T6i nhin qua vai, nhung Tyrese dang budc toi. Mot xap tién dugc 16i ra va anh dang boc ra nhing tap dollar. Anh ném ba tp Ben Franklin én ban, ném
cho Flannery mt cai nhin dit d¢i qua cgip kinh ram, 161 buréce lai cho cua minh.

Flannery nhin s6 tién nhung khong so vao ching, Ong ta chip dau ngdn tay v6i nhau rdi ap sat dng ban tay lai. “Gia st t6i tir chdi ndi véi ong.”

“T6i khong thiy vi sao ong s& Bm thé,” t6i noi. “Lién lac ctia ong véi ¢d Ay dau co bi roi vao quyén cAmnéi, phéi khong?”

“Toi khong ndi dén chuyén do,” Flannery noi. Mét ong ta soi moi nhin t6i va 6ng ta ngap ngimg. “Ong c6 yéu vo khong, bac st Beck?”

“Rét nhiéu.”

“Ong d4 t4i hon chwa?”

“Chura,” t6i noi. Roi: “Chuyén do thi ¢6 lién quan gi?””

Ong ta ngdi nga ra sau. “Di di,” ong ta ndi. “Cam Ky tién ctia ong va di di.”

“Chuyén nay quan trong, 6ng Flannery a.”

“T6i khong hinh dung ra ndi. C6 4y da chét tamnam roi. Ké giét ¢o Ay bay gio sap bi tir hinh.”

“Ong so ndi cho t6i biét diéu gi?”

Flannery khong tra 1oi ngay lap tirc. Tyrese mot Jan nita tach minh khoi twong, Anh tién lai gan ban. Flannery nhin ddi theo anh va lam t6i ngac nhién lgﬁng
mot tieng th(}r dai mét moi. “Lam on cho t61 mt viée,” dng ta néi voi Tyrese. “Pung lam diéu b, okay? Toi da dai dién cho nhitng dira than kinh khién
anh tréng giong nhu Mary Poppins.”

Tyrese trong nhur theé s& phan (mg lai, nhung khong ich gl Toi goi anh. Anh nhin ti. Toi ke dau. Tyrese i lai. Flannery dang kéo kéo mbi dudi ciia ong
ta. Toi dé ong ta am thé. Toi c6 thé doi.

“Ong khong muén biét dau,” 6ng ta ndi voi toi sau mot lic.

“C6, tO6i mudn.”

“N6 khong thé dira vo ong quay lai.”

“Biét dau no c6 thé,” ti noi.

Céu d6 khién ong ta chi y. Ong ta cau méy nhin toi, nhung 16i lai gidn ra.
“Lamon,” t61 noi.

Ong ta xoay ghé sang mdt bén roi nghiéng lai, d&m dm nhin vao nhitng ci rém cira s0 da nga sang mu vang va xiu xi di vao thoi diém ndo d6 trong
suot vu Watergate. Ong ta chap tay lai va d€ Ién bung. T6i nhin tay dng ta Ién cao r6i xudng thap khi dng ta tho.



“Khi d6 t6i a mdt luat sur bién ho cho cong ching,” dng ta bat dau. “Ong biét d6 1a gi chir?”
“Ong bénh virc ngudi nghéo,” t6i ndi.

“Kiéu thé. Quyén Miranda - ching dé cip dén quyén dugc xin ¥ kién lut sur néu anh ¢6 dil tién ma tré. Toi ki gl anh s& c6 duge khi anh khong ¢6 dit

tién.

Toi gat dau, nhung 6ng ta van nhin cai rém cira.

“Tuy nhién, t6i dugc giao cho mdt trong nhitng phién toa xir vu giét ngudi dinh dam nhét trong bang.”
Thir g d6 lanh ngit chui vao bung toi.

“Cua ai?” t6i hoi.

“Brandon Scope. Con trai ti phil. Anh ¢ nhé vu d6 khong?”

T6i lanh ctmg, kinh hai. T6i gan nhu khong tho r}éi Caitén it nI}iéu gy ngac nhién ctia Flannery nghe quen quen. Brandon Scope. T6i suyt Fic dau,
khong phai vi t6i khong nhé va d6, ma vi t6i mudn Ong ta ndi bat cir dicu gi ngoai trir cai tén do.

Pé cho rd rang, t6i xin cung cap vai thong tin co'ban cho ban: Brandon Scope, ba muoi ba t1101, bi cudp va giét cach day tam nam Phai, tamnam trudc.
C6 I& khoang hai théng tru6c khi Elizabeth bi giét. Anh ta bi ban hai phat va xac bi  quang gAn mdt cong truong & Harlem. Tién bi mét. Bao chi véo von
i vé sy kién ny. Ho ca ngoi hét 1oi viéc lam tir thién cua Brandon Scope. Ho ké anh ta gitp d& bon tré duong phd nhu thé nio, anh ta thich am viée
v6i ngudi nghéo hon I dleNuhaphtap doan da quic gia cla b6 anh ta nhur thé nao, ba cai trd kiéu do. DO 1 mdt trong nhimg vu giét ngudi Am “rung
chuyén ca dat nuéc” va dan dén hang dong chi tro, sict tay. Mot quy tir thién da duoc thanh lip mang t€n anh chang ho Scope tre twoi. Chi gii toi
Linda, diéu hanh quy d6. Ban s& khong tin nhitng viéc tot ma n6 lam & do dau.

“T61 ¢6 nhd,” t01 khe noi.

“Anh ¢6 nhd da bét duge mot tén khong?”

“Mot thing nhoc duong phd,” t6i ndi. “Mot trong nhitng dira anh ta gitp d6, phéai khong?”

“Phai. Ho bat Helio Gonzalez, khi d6 hai muroi hai tudi. Mot khach cu tri tai Barker House & Harlem. C6 mdt béng két an trong t9i doc nhur ticu st sy
nghiép cua mdt nhan vét trong Hoi Danh nhan. Cudp c6 vii khi, co y gy hda hoan, hanh hung, anh duong chéi l6a thyre sy, Ngai Gonzalez cuia chiing
ta,”

Miéng t6i kho ran. “Chéng phai nhimg 101 bude t6i cubi cting ciing bi bac bo 1 gi?” t6i hoi.

“Phai. Thue ra ho khong c6 nhiéu chimg ¢ ]Eé.m Déu van tay ctia n6 duoc tim tlﬁyrtai hién trudng, nhung cling day dau van tay ctia nhimg keé khac. Co
vai cong toc ctia Scope va thdm chi ca mot vét miu ding I ctia Scope duoc tim thay cho Gonzalez song. Nhung Scope trude d6 ¢6 dén khu nha nay.
Ching ta c6 thé dé dang chimg minh sy hién dién ctia may céi thir kia & d6. Tuy nhién, ho cling c6 di bang chitng d€ bat giir, va canh sat chic chin co
thr gi d6 s€ duoc phat hién ra nita.”

“Vay chuyén gi da xdy ra?” toi hoi.

Flannery van khong nhin toi. Toi khong thich diéu d6. Flannery I loai ngudi song vi thé gi6i nhitng di gidy bong loang Willy Loman va giao tiép bang
mit. Toi hiéu kiéu ngudi d6. Toi khong mubn dinh dang g t6i ho, nhung t6i hiéu ho.

“Canh sat biét dugc chinh xac gio chét,” dng ta n6i tiép. “Béc siphéap y dura ra mot to tong két két qua kham nghi¢m hoan héo, tim dugc nhiét do ctia
gan. Scope bi giét lic 11 gio. C6 thé day di sém hodic mudn hon nira i, nhung i khoang d6.”

“Toi khong hiéu,” t6i n6i. “Chuyén ndy thi c6 lién quan gi dén vo 612

9 A

Ong ta lai chiip nhitng d4u ngon tay. “Toi biét vo dng ciing im viée v6i ngudi nghéo,” dng ta ndi. “Trén thuc té con A cing vin phong véi nan nhan.”

To6i khong h1eu chuyén nay s& dan t6i dau, nhung t6i biét minh s& khong thich. Trong mt gidy hrt qua, 61 tur hoi liéu Flannery c6 ding, liéu t6i c6 thire
sur khong mudn nghe diéu ma 6ng ta phai néi, liéu ti chi nén 161 minh dmg 1én khoi ghé va quén tit ca chuyén nay di. Nhung toi n6i, “Thé thi sao?”

“Thét cao quy,” 6ng ta kh& gat dau néi. “Lam viée v6i nhitng ké bi ap birc.”

“Rét mimg khi ong nghi thé.”

“P6 chinh i 1y do trrdie tién t6i di vao nganh ludt. Dé gitip ngudi nghéo.”

Toi nubt mit xudng va ngdi thing lén mot chit. “Ong cam phién noi cho t6i biét vo 6 thi co lién quan i dén nhig chuyén nay?”

“Cb 4y cho n6 ty do.”



A
“Khéach hang ctia t6i. Helio Gonzalez. V¢ anh cho n6 ty do.”

T6i nhiu may. “Nhur thé nao?”

“C ay cho nd mit chimng c6 ngoai pham.”

Tim t6i ngimg lai. Phoi t6i ciing thé. Toi gin nhur phéi nén vao ngue dé nhitng bd mAy bén trong hoat dong tré lai.
“Lam thé nao?” t6i hoi.

“Lam thé ndo ¢6 Ay cho nd mdt ching c& ngoai pham?”

Toi do dan git dau, nhung 6ng ta van khong nhin. Téi rén 1 thot ra modt tiéng phai.

“Don gian,” dng ta néi. “Cé dy va Helio ¢ cling nhau trong khoang thoi gian nghi van.”

Tri dc t6i bét du phiéu bat, troi lénh dénh trén dai duong, khong c6 phao ctru hd ndo dé na véi ndi. “Toi chra bao gioy thdy bét ctr diéu nao vé chuyén
nay trén bao chi ca,” toi noi.

“N6 duoc giit kin.”
“Taisao?”

“Trude hét, do vg anh yéu cau. Va van phong cong to vién khong mudn 1an bat b sai lam cua ho duge pho bien rong rai. Vi vay no duge gitt kin hét
mirc ¢6 thé. Thémvao do6, a trm, ¢6 van dé vai 1oi khai ctia vo anh.”

“Vandé g?”
“Dai khai lic du ¢d 4y ndi dbi”
Cang phiéu bat hon. Chim xudng dudi. N6i én trén. Phiéu bat. “Ong dang n6i ci gi thé?”

“Vo anh khing dinh rang ¢6 4y dang im cong viéc tur vin g d6 voi Gonzalez tai vin phong quy tir thién vao thoi diém xay ra vu 4n mang. Khong ai thyre
su tin chuyén d6.”

“Tai sao khong?”
Ong ta nhuréng may nghi hodc. “Tur vn cong viée vao Iic 11 gior dém?”
Toi do dan gat dau.

“Vivay v6i tur cach luat sur bao chita cho ngai Gonzalez, toi nhéc nhé vo anh rﬁng canh sat s& diéu tra chimg ¢ ngoai pham ctia ¢6 4y. Réng, ching han,
van phong tu van c6 camera quan sat va cé bang quay ngudira vao. Lic d6 ¢ ay mdi thang than.”

Ong ta dimg lai.
“Tiép di,” t6i noi.
“R3 rang rdi con gi?”
“N6i 16 cho .

Flannery nhin vai. “C6 4y mudn tréinh cho chinh ¢0 &y va dng, t6i dodn, s nhyc nhé. D6 1 1y do vi sao ¢6 Ay khéing khéing doi gitr bi mit. C6 &y ¢ chd
cta Gonzalez, bac siBeck a. Ho da ngii voi nhau dugc hai thang roi”

Toi khong phan tmg, Khong ai néi gi. Xa xa, t0i nghe tiéng mdt con chim quéc quac. Chéc hén | con chim trong phong doi. Toi dimg lén. Tyrese I lai
mdt budc.

“Cém on 6ng da danh thoi gian,” t6i n6i bang giong binh tinh nhit ma ban ting dugc nghe.
Flannery git dau voi céi rém cira so.
“Do khong phai 4 sy that,” t61 ndi vdi ong ta.

Ong ta khong d4p lai. Nhung rdi mot lan nita, t6i da khong hy vong 13 ong ta s& dép lai.



Ban dang doc truyén Prrng Noi Mot Ai duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

T4i min phi nhidu truyén hon & EbookFull(chAm)Net.

Chuong 34

Carlson ngdi trong xe. Ca vat van thét nit qua mirc ti mi. Ao khoéc da cdi ra, treo trén can gd & méc ghé sau. My diéu hoa pha ludng hoi to va manh.
Carlson doc phong bi dung ho so' khdm nghiém tir thi: Elizabeth Beck, HO so vu an s0 9487002. Tay anh ta lan thédo day budc. Phong bi mo ra. Carlson
it giay to bén trong ra va trai lén ghé bén canh.

Bac si Beck muon xem céi gi?

Stone da cho anh ta cau tra 101 1 rang: Beck mubn biét co thir gi khac co thé budc i hin. Cau tra 11 1 ny khop voi nhimg gia thuyét trude do cia ho,
va sau 16t, Carlson chinh i ngudi d4u tién bét dau nghi van két qua da dugc chip nhén trong vu an glet Elizabeth Beck. Anh ta da I nguoi dau tién tin
rang vu 4n mang khong phéi nhur vé bé ngoai clia nd - rang thire ra chinh bac si David Beck, ngudi chong, moi 1 ké 1én ké hoach giét vo.

Viy tai sao anh ta lai thoi khong tin gia thuyét d6 nita?

Anh ta d& xem x¢t ti mi nhitng 1‘6 hong gitr day hoac ra trong gia thuyét do, nhung Stone da thuyét phyc dé dip ching lai nhict tinh khong kém Vu nao
cha c6 16 hong, Carlson biét didu d6. Vu nio ciing c6 nhitng chd mau thudn. Néu khong c6, cuoe muroi an mdt i ban da dé 16 thir gi do.

Vay tai sao gio ddy anh ta lai nghi ngd viéc pham t9i ctia Beck?

C6 I& n ¢6 lién quan tdi viée vu n trd nén qué 16 rang, tt ca bang chimg d6t nhién xép hang va hop tic vai gia thuyét ctia ho. Hodic ¢6 thé nghi ngd ciia
anh ta 13 duyra trén thir gi d6 khong déng tin cdy nhur “truc gidc”, mic dit Carlson chura bao gior 1 fan cudng nhiét ciia khia canh diic biét d6 trong cong
viée diéu tra. Truc gidc thuong 1 cach di tit, mdt ki thudt thuan tién thay thé cac bang chimg va p luan khé bang mot thir con khé ndm bét va that
thurong hon rét nhidu. Nhing thanh tra kém coi nhat ma Carlson biét im viéc dua vao cai goi i trure giéc.

Anh ta cAm to trén ciing lén. Thong tin co ban. Elizabeth Parker Beck. Dia chi, ngiy sinh (c6 moi hai muroi lim khi chét), nit da tréing, cao 1n171, ning
49 kg Gay. Kham nghiém bén ngoai cho thiy xac chét khéng con ctmg nira. C6 nhirng chd rop trén da va cht long chay ra tir cac 16 trén co thé. Dicu
d6 cho thiy thoi gian chét i da hon ba ngdy. Nguyén nhédn cai chét 1a do mdt nhat dao ddm vao nguc. Co ché chét 13 bi mit mAu va xuét huyét nghiém
trong & dong mach chii bén phai. Con c6 nhitng vét réch trén tay va ngon tay, theo gia thuyét 1 do ¢6 ¢b chdng cur lai khi bi dao tan cong,

Carlson Jay s6 va but Mont Blanc ra. Anh ta viét nhimng vét throng do chéng cur lai dao?!?! Va 1di anh ta gach dudi vai Jan. Nhing vét throng do chdng
cu. The khong phai kicu cta KillRoy. KillRoy tra tan nan nhin cta y. Y tr6i ho bang dy thimg, lambat ctr thir i, va m6t khi ho khong con mang gi nia,
y giét ho.

Tai sao lai c6 nhing vét thirong do chdng cu lai dao trén tay c6 4y?

Carlson tiép tyc doc. Anh ta lwét qua phan toc va méu mit, va rdi, & nira cudi trang hai, anh ta thdy mdt diéu phai kinh ngac nita.

Elizabeth Beck bi déng diu sau khi chét.

Carlson doc lai lan nira. Anh ta mo s ra va ngody voi cum tir sau khi chét. Khéng hop ly. KillRoy luon dong dAu nan nhan ctia y khi ho con song. Nhiéu
thir da duoc lam 3 tai phién toa vé viée y thich cai mui thit chay x¢o xeo nhur thé nao, y thich thi nhirg tiéng kéu gao ctia nan nhan nhur thé nao khi dong
dau bang sat nung 1én nguoi ho.

Péu tién, nhitng vét thirong chéng cu. Gior 14 cai ndy. Thir gi d6 khong khdp.

Carlson bo kinh ra va nhdm mit lai.

Lon x6n, anh ta nghi thim. Lon x6n im anh ta kh6 chiu. Hy vong tlmthéy nhimg 16 héng vé mit logic, ding thé, nhung 10i lai hoa thanh nhimg vét
thuong rong hodc ra. Mot mit, hd so kham nghiém tir thi lam viing chic gia thuyet dAu tién ctia anh ta ring vu giét Elizabeth Beck da dwoc dan dung dé
trong gidng san pham ciia KillRoy. Nhung bay gid, néu do 1 sy that, gia thuyét do dang bi tach ra khoi mit con lai.

Anh ta ¢ di timg bude mdt. Trudc tién, tai sao Beck lai qua thiét tha muén xem hd so nay? BE ngoai thi cau tré 101 gior ddy 16 rang. Bat cir ai doc ky
nhirg ket qua ndy cling nhén ra rang ¢ mot qkhé nang cuc lon KillRoy khong phai I3 ké giét Elizal,)eth Tuy nhién, d(’)ﬂ khong phai thir san dung. Ke gict
nguoi hang loat, mic cho nhitng gi ban ¢ the doc, khong phai 14 sinh vat cta thoi quen. KillRoy rat ¢6 the da thay doi cach thirc hoat dong cta hén hoge
timkiém sy da dang nao d6. Thém nita, vdi nhitng gi Carlson doc dugc ¢ day, co du thir khieén nguoi ta phai can nhac.

Nhung tit c4 nhitng thir ndy chi fim ndy sinh mdt cau héi 16n ma khong ai trude d6 chiu gidi dap: Tai sao khong mdt ai nhan thiy nhiing béng chimg nay
day mau thuan vao lic d6?
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Carlson sdp xép céc kha ning. KillRoy chura bao gidr bi khoi 6 boi toi giét Elizabeth Beck. Ly do bay gio kha 10 rang 10i. C6 & céc nhan vién didu tra
da nghi ngd sy that. C6 I8 ho nhén ra truong hop Elizabeth Beck khong khop, nhung cong bo sur thit d6 ra s& chi giap cho viée bién ho cho KillRoy.
Van deé trong viée khoi to mdt tén gict nguoi hang loat 1a ban giding mot cai rdi qua rong, thir gi d6 € bat len bay tudt ra ngoai. Tat ca nhimg gi bén bién
h phai lam 12 loc ra m0t vy, tim ra nhing diém khong nhat quin, va bim phat, nhitng vy khac bi htyy hoai do ¢6 lién quan véi nhau. Vi vay khong c6 tha
t01, ban kho mi xu han tat ca cac vu an mang ctng mdt ic duge. Ban phéi lam thé timg budc mdt. Cac nhan vién di€u tra, nhan thirc dugc dieu nay, co
& chi muon vu giét Elizabeth Beck ctr the tr6i di.

Nhung ciiing ¢6 mdt s6 van dé voi vu do nita.

Cha va chi Elizabeth Beck - hai nguoi dan dng thudc lc luong thi hénh phap ludt - da nhin thi thé. Ho rét ¢6 khé néing da nhin thiy ban khém nghigm tir
thi nay. Chang I§ ho khdng thiac mic vé nhiing sy bat nhat nay u? Chang € ho de cho tén gict c¢6 ay duoc tu do chi dé dambao viée két an KillRoy?
Carlson nghi ngd chuyén do.

Vay chuyén ndy s& din anh dén déu day?

Anhta tiég tl_lC'XGmhé SO Va Vﬁp thém phai mot thir diéng ngudi nita. Diéu hoa trong xe by gio thuc sy lam anh ta rét run, thAu thn xuong, Carlson ha
mot ctra sO xuong va van chia khoa tat may xe.

Phan trén t gidy viét: Két qua nhiém doc. Theo nhitg xét nghiém cocaine va heroin di duoc tim thdy trong mach méu Elizabeth Beck; ngodi ra ¢6
nhirng dau vét tim thay trén toc va ven, cho thay c6 da ding thudc phién kha thurong xuyén.

Cai ndy c6 khép khong? Carlson dang nghi thi dién thoai di dong kéu. Anh ta bt may. “Carlson ddy.”

“Chiing ta cd cai ndy,” Stone noi.

Carlson bo hd so xubng, “Céi gi?”

“Beck. Han dat vé may bay di London tir sin bay JFK. Méy bay cat canh trong hai gioy nita.”

“T6i dang trén duong toi day.”

Tyrese dat mot tay lén vai toi khi ching t6i bude di. “Bon ché c4i,” anh ndi khong biét bao nhiéu lan rdi. “Anh khong thé tin tréng ching nd duge.”

Toi khong budn dap lai.

Thoat tién toi rat Ay imngac nhién khi Tyrese co thé 1an ra duoc Helio Gonzalez nhanh dén vay, nhung hé thong dudng phd cting phat trién nhur moi thir
khac. Hoi mot tay ban hang tréing & Morgan Stanley dé dinh vi mot d6i tac & Goldman Sachs va két thic chop nhoang. Yéu cu toi chuyén mot bénh
nhan dén mdt béc sTbét ky trong bang chi mit mot ¢t dién thoai. Tai sao nhitng ké pham trong t4i trén duong pho lai khac biét?

Helio vira hét ky nghi bon nam trong bong ti vi cu6p ¢6 viikhi. N6 ciing trong ding nhu thé. Kinh ram, khan chup dau, 40 phong tréng bén trong mdt
so mi vai flannel chi cai nit trén vi thé tréng nd giong 40 choang khong tay hay canh doi. Tay 4o duoc xan kén, déhora nhlmg vét xam tho bi khi & ti
duoc xim Ién cang tay va nhirng co bap co duge trong tit cudn cudn bén dudi. Nhimg co bag ¢6 duoc khi ¢ i ndy 6 vé bé ngoai khong 1An vao dau
duoc, bong lang, nhur ¢4 cam thach khi d6i sanh véi nhitng doi tac ctia nd ¢ cac cau lac b the hinh.

Chuing t6i ngdi khom nguoi tai chd ndo d6 & Queens. Toi khong thé ndi cho ban chinh xac chd nao duge. Mot diéu Latinh nén 4m am trong ngue toL.
Nhitng phy nit téc den di tho thin qua lai vén 40 hai day bo qua sat. Tyrese gt dAu véi t6i. Toi quay sang Helio. Trén mit né c6 mot ny cuoi ngd ngan.
T6i nhin n6 khép hurot va mot tir ctr nhay vao dau ti: d6 cin ba. DO cin ba khong cé cam giac, clmg dau. Ban nhin va biét nd s& tiép tuc gy ra nhiing
iy hoai nghiém trong chirng ndo n6 con song, Van dé 1a nghiém trong dén mirc ndo. T6i nhdn ra canh ndy chang phai khoan dung tir thién gi. Toi cling
nhan ra no ciing chi dua vao vé be ngoai, ciing giong hét voi Tyrese. Chuyén d6 khong quan trong. Elizabeth c6 € da tin vao sy ctiru chude cho nhitng ké
bi dudong pho lim tha héa hay mit y thirc dao dirc. Toi van con dang vat 1on v6i no.

“Vai nam trurde, cau bi bat vi da giét Brandon Scope,” toi bat dau. “Toi biet cau da duoc tha, va to1 khong muon giy cho cdu bat cir rac roi ndo. Nhung
t01 can biet su that.”

Helio bo kinh rim xudng. N6 liéc nhin Tyrese. “May mang mdt thing cém dén gip tao?”

“T6i khong phéi com,” t6i noi. “Toi i chong Elizabeth Beck.”

Toi mudn mot phan g, T6i khong nhan dugc gi ca. “Co Ay 1a ngudi da cho cau chimg ¢d ngoai pham.”

“Toi biét co Ay | ai.”

“Cb 4y co & clng cau t6i hom do?”

Helio nghi ngoi. “C6,” n6 chdm chap n6i, mim cudi voi t6i dé hé vai ci ring vang. “C6 Ay da & véi toi sudt dém.”

“Céu ndi doi,” t61 noi.



Helio nhin lai Tyrese. ‘Nay, chuyén gi day?”

“Toi cn biét sy that,” toi noi.

“Ong ngli t6i giét thiing Scope?”

“T6i biét cau khong am vay.”

Piéu d6 khién n6 ngac nhién.

“Chuyén quai gi dang dién ra & day thé?”” n6 noi.

“T6i can cau khéng dinh mbt diéu cho t61.”

Helio doi.

“Céu & cling v6i vo 161 tdi hom do, ¢6 hay khong?”

“Ong muén t6i n6i gi, ha?”

“Su that.”

“Va néu s that 1 ¢ dy & ciing t6i sudt dém thi sao?”

‘D6 khong phai sy that,” t6i ndi.

“Diéu gi khién 6ng chéc chan dén thé?”

Tyrese xen vao. “Néi v6i nguoi ndy diéu ma anh ta muén biét.”

Helio lai suy nghi. “Biing nhur ¢6 Ay n6i. Toi im ¢ 4y, duoc chwa? Xin 16i 6ng, nhung d6 chinh B chuyén da xay ra. Bon t6i im chuyén d6 sudt dém”
To6i nhin Tyrese. “Dé ching t6i mdt minh trong mot gidy, okay?”

Tyrese git dau. Anh dtng dy di lai chd xe. Anh dua vio cira bén, tay khoanh lai, Brutus dimg canh. T6i quay lai nhin daim ddm vao Helio.
“Cau gip vo toi lin dau tién & dau?”

“Tai trung tAm.”

“Cb 4y co gitip cau?”

N6 nhiin vai, nhung khong nhin toi.

“Céu c6 biét Brandon Scope khong?”

Mot tia ¢6 18 1a ndi so hii hedt qua mét hin. “Nay, t6i di day.”

“Chi ¢6 ciu va t6i, Helio. Cau c6 thé Iuc soat tim xem trong ngudi toi ¢6 méy ghi lén ndo khong.”
“Ong muén i tir bo chimg c& ngoai pham ctia t6i?”

“Phai.”

“Tai sao t0i lai im nhur thé?”

“Boi vi c6 mot ké dang giét tat ca nhimg ngudi c6 lién quan t6i chuyén da xay ra voi Brandon Scope. Téi qua, ban v t6i b giét tai studio ctia ¢6 ta.
Ching tom t61 hdm nay, nhung Tyrese da can thi¢p. Ching cling muodn giet vo toi.”

“Toi nghi ¢ 4y chét roi.”

“Chuyén dai im, Helio a. Nhung tit thay dang quay trd lai. Néu t6i khong timra chuyén gi da thuc s xay ra, tit ca ching ta cudi cling s& chét sach.”
Toi khong biét ddy I that hay n6i qua. Toi ching quan tim

“Cau & dau dém hom d6?” t6i nhin manh.

“Véi b by.”



“T6i ¢6 thé chimng minh cau khong & cling c6 dy,” t6i ni.

“Caig?”

“Vg i & thanh phd Atlantic. Toi ¢ nhimg ghi chép ctia ¢6 dy. Toi c6 thé chimg minh duoc diéu do. Toi 6 thé thdi bay chimg & ngoai pham ctia cAu,
Helio a. Va 61 s€ lam déy. Toi biét cau khong giét Brandon Scope. Nhung vi vy hay gip 61, t6i s& d€ ho xur cu vi 61 d6 néu cdu khong noi cho t6i
biét su that.”

Bip bom. Mot 1i bip bom hét ¢&. Nhung t6i ¢6 thé thiy né van hanh tét.

“Néi cho t61 nghe sy that, va cau dugc ty do,” t6i noi.

“Toi khong giét cai gi do, t6i thé m, 6ng.”

“Toi biét,” t6i lai n6i.

N6 nghii ngoi. “T6i khong biét tai sao co dy am thé, duogc chua?”

Toi git dau, cd dé no tiép tuc ndi.

“T6i an trom mdt nha & dudi Fort Lee démdo. Vi vay t6i khong c6 chimg c6 ngoai pham. Toi nghi t6i chét chéic rdi. C6 4y clru cai mang toi.”
“Cau c6 hoi co Ay tai sao khong?”

N6 Bic dau. “Toi chi lim theo. Ludt sur ctia t6i ni v6i ti nhing gi ¢6 Ay n6i. Toi khing dinh theo c6 dy. Piéu tiép theo t6i biét, 16i durge ra ngoai.”
“Céu c6 bao gid gip vo toi lan nita khong?”

“Khong” N6 ngude nhin t6i. “Lam thé ndo ong chic chin dén vy ring vo dng khong lam t6i2”

“T6i biét vo toi.”

N6 mim cuoi. “Ong nghii 6 4y chura bao gioy ngoai tinh?”

Toi khong dap lai.

Helio dtmg dy. “Bao v6i Tyrese nd ng toi mdt an.”

N6 cuoi tim tim, quay mt, roi bude di.
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Khong hanh Iy. Vé dién tir dé ¢6 co thé check in lgﬁng may chir khong phai nguoi. C6 doi trong phong don khach lan cén, ¢b dan it vao man hinh chi
i bay, doi dong On time hi¢n 1én bén canh chuyén bay ctia c6 chuyén sang Boarding.

€6 ngdi trong ghé nhyra cong ba chiéu va nhin ra dudng nhyra. Mot TV om som churong trinh CNN. “Tiép theo 1 Nhimg thong tin chinh trong myc Thé
thao.” C6 dé cho dau 6c trdng rong, Nam nim trrde, cd da song trong mdt ngdi nha nhd gin Goa, AnDo. Mic di thue su 1 day ciia dia nguc, ngdi
lang van nhon nhip boi vi c6 mot béc thiy yoga trim tudi song & d6. C6 trai qua mdt khoang thoi gian voi ong thiy yoga nay. Ong da cb day c6 ky thuat
thién, pranayma, tinh tay tri 6c. Nhung khong mot cai nao timg thue sw dong lai. C6 nhing khoanh khiic ¢6 da ¢6 thé chim vao trang théi dau 6c trdng
rong. Tuy nhién, thurdng xuyén hon, mbi khi c6 chim Beck & d6.

C6 ban khoan vé budc di tiép theo. Thyc sy khong ¢6 Ira chon nao ca. Pdy Ia gin giir. Gin gitr nghia 1 chay trén. C6 da ammoi thir xdo tron hét ca
1én va gitr day c6 lai bo chay, d€ cong viéc don dep lai cho ngudi khéc. Nhung con ¢6 Iya chon nio khéc khong? Bon chiing truy dudi ¢6. C6 da can
than khung khiép, nhung bon chiing van theo doi. Tam nam sau.

Mot dira tré moi biét di truon vé phia cira s kinh mong, 1ong ban tay dap vao kinh voi tiéng bop rét sung sudng. Ong bd voi va dubi theo va cudi khiic
khich bé n6 1én. C6 nhin va tri 6¢ ¢0 truon dénnhung thir-déang-18-da-co- thé mot cach rd rang, Mot doi vo chong gia ngdi bén phai ¢d, chuyén tro rat
dang yeu nhimg chuyén vo van. Khi con muoi my tudi, ¢6 va Beck ngam 6ng va ba Steinberg tan b trén Downing Place tay trong tay, khong bo 16
mot t6i ndo, rit Au sau khi con cai ho da truéng thanh va bay ra khoi td 4m Cude sdng ciia ho ciing s& gidng thé, Beck da hira. Ba Steinberg nit & tudi
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tam hai. Ong Steinberg, von tréng kign mdt cach déng kinh ngac, theo ba bon thang sau. Nguoi ta bao chuyén d6 xay ra rat nhiéu v6i ngwoi gi, rang -
dien giai Springsteen nhe - hai trai tim hoa 1am mot. Khi mit chét, trai nm con lai di theo. C6 v&i David c6 phai s& nhu vay kh()pg? Ho d2 khong & d‘lr(_)‘C
bén nhau sdu muroi mot ndm nhur 6ng ba Steinberg, nhung khi ban nghif vé chuyén d6 voi nhitng thoi ky mang tinh chat trong doi, khi ban tinh todn réng
ban hau nhur dau ¢6 ky tre gl true nam tudi, khi ban biet rang c6 va Beck da khong rdi nhau tir khi ho Ién bay, rang ho kho ma timra duoc bat ky ky
niémnao ma khong c6 ngudi kia, khi ban nghi dén khoang thoi gian ¢ bén nhau khong chi theo thoi ky ndm ma la phan tram trong cude doi, ho da thude
ve nhau thdm chi con nhiéu hon ca 6ng ba Steinberg,

Cb quay di va nhin min hinh. Bén canh chuyén bay British Airways sb 174, tir Boarding bat ddu nhip nhay.

Chuyén bay ctia ¢6 da bi hiy.

Carlson va Stone, cting véi hai anh ban than dia phuong Dimonte va Krinsky, dirng véi vién quan Iy vé dat trude ctia British Airways.

“Anh ta c6 vé nhung khong t6i ddy,” vién quan Iy, mbt phy nir mac ddng phuc xanh va tring c6 quang khiin quanh ¢b, mdt giong tuyét hay, va mot cai
bang tén d€ Emily no6i voi ho.

Dimonte chiri ria. Krinsky nhim vai. Vié ndy néim ngoai dy kién. Beck da né tranh tuyét doi thanh cong nhimg ké sén ling trong ca ngy homnay. Anh
ta khong ngu dén ndi co dung tén that Ién may bay.

“Ngd cut,” Dimonte noi.

Carlson, van cAm hd so kham nghiém tir thi bén hong, hoi Emily, “Nhan vién thanh thao méy tinh nhit ciia ¢6 1 ai?”
“Chinh [ t61,” ¢6 ndi voi mdt ny cuoi dep chuén.

“Xin mang danh sach dt trude dén,” Carlson noi.

Emily im nhur anh ta yéu cu.

“Cb 6 thé cho t6i biét anh ta diit vé khi ndo khong?”

“Ba ngay trudc.”

Dimonte bap ngay vao. “Beck da 1én ké hoach chay trdn. Thang ché dé.”

Carlson [ic dau. “Khong phai.”

“Lam thé ndo anh cho ring khong phai?”

“Ching ta da gia thuyét anh ta giét Rebecca Schayes dé bit migng cd ta,” Carlson gii thich. “Nhung néu anh chuan bj di khoi dét mrée ny, sao lai con
lo chuyén d6? Tai sao lai mao hiém doi ba ngay va co tron di cting mdt vy an mang nita?”’

Stone Fic dau. “Chuyén nay anh nghi ti mi qua mirc r6i, Nick a.”

“Ching ta dang dé 1& diéu gi d6,” Carlson khiing khéing, “Tai sao dot nhién anh ta lai quyét dinh chay trén dau tién?”

“Boi vi chiing ta truy dudi anh ta.”

“Ba ngy trude ching ta chua truy dudi anh ta.”

“C6 thé anh ta biét d6 chi 1 vin d& thoi gian.”

Carlson cang nhiu may ton.

Dimonte quay sang Krinsky. “Thé nay chi phi thoi gian. Hay bién khoi ddy di.”” Anh ta nhin Carlson. “Chiing ta s& dé lai vai ngudi & ddy dé phong khi.”
Carlson gt d4u, chi nghe nira voi. Khi ho di, anh ta hoi Emily, “Anh ta ¢6 di cing ai khong?”

Emily nhan mbt vai phim. “Vé dat don.”

“Anh ta dat nd bang cach nao? Pén tryc tiép? Qua dién thoai? Hay qua hing du lich?”

C0 lai nhn mdt vai phim. “Khong phéi thong qua hiing du fich. Toi ¢6 thé ndi chac chin véi anh thé boi ching t0i ¢6 dénh dAu dé tra tién hoa hong. Vé
dugc dat truc tiép voi British Airways.”

Khong ich gi & diém ndy. “Anh ta thanh toan bang cach nao?”

“Thé tin dung.”



“Cho 61 s6 duge khong?”

C6 dura s6 cho anh ta. Anh ta dura cho Stone. Stone Eic dau. “Khdng phai mot trong nhitng céi thé cta anh ta. It nhét, khong phai cai ching ta biét.”
“Kiém tra di,” Carlson noi.

Pién thoai di dong ctia Stone d san trong tay. Anh ta gt dau va nhén sd.

Carlson xoa xoa cam. “C6 noi anh ta diit vé cach day ba ngay.”

“C c6 biét thoi gian anh ta dit vé khong?”

“Thye té 1a c6. May tinh c6 ghi lai. Sau gio muroi bon phit chicu.”

Carlson gt dau. “Puoc i, tuyét im. C6 ¢6 thé cho t6i biét c6 ai khac ciing dat vé vao cing quéng thoi gian d6 khong?”

Emily nghi. “T6i chura bao gior thir Bm thé,” c6 noi. “Doi mdt chitt, dé ti xem céi nay.” C6 gd. C6 doi. C6 b thém. C6 doi. “Miéy tinh khong sép xép
theo ngay dat vé.”

“Nhung thong tin cé trong d6?”

“C6. Poi, khoan da.” Ngdn tay c0 lai bét dau lich cach. “Toi 6 thé dén thong tin lén mdt ci bang, Ching ta cho ném muoi kim vé dit trén mdi trang,
Nhur thé s& nhanh hon.”

Nhém nam muroi Bim dau tién ¢6 mdt ciip vo chdng diit vé cling ngay nhung sém hon vai gio. VO dung, Nhom thir hai khong ¢6. Tuy nhién, trong nhém
thir ba, ho tim dugc.

“Lisa Sherman,” Emily tuyén bd. “Chuyén bay ctia ¢6 ndy duoc dit cling ngdy, tam phit sau.”

Riéng didu d6 chéing c6 y nghiia gi, di nhién, nhung Carlson cam thiy toc gdy minh dung dimg lén.

“O, céi ndy tha vi dy,” Emily noi thém

“Cai gi?”

“Chd c6 4y ngdi.”

‘N6 lamsao?”

“Cb ta duoc du kién ngdi canh David Beck. Hang mudi sau, ghé Eva F.”

Anh ta thiy diéng ngudi. “C6 ta check in chwra?”’

G0 thém. Man hinh tréng tron. Mot cai khac xuét hién. “Trén thuc &, ¢6 ta da. C6 ta c6 18 dang 1én méy bay khi ching ta n6i chuyén.”

C6 chinh lai dai i va dtmg, Chan bude nhanh, diu nging cao. C6 vén deo kinh, toc gia va ham gié. Cling ¢ mdt tim énh ca Lisa Sherman trong ho
chicu.

C6 dén cong thir tu thi nghe thay mHt mAu tin ngéin trén ban tin CNN. C6 dumg lai mdt chit. Mot ngudi dan 6ng kéo mdt t0i hanh Iy to uynh dam sam
vao ¢d. Ong ta lam mdt ctr chi bang tay khiém nhé nhu thé ¢6 ngang duong ti do ctia ong ta. C6 1 di va tiép tuc nhin 1én man hinh.

Phat thanh vién dang doc ban tin. O gc phai mén hinh 1 anh ban cii Rebecca Schayes dat sat bén mdt tim anh cia... ctia Beck.

C6 voi lai gin man hinh hon. Dudi hai tAm anh 1 nhimg chit phong miu dé mau Chét trong phong ti.

... David Beck, bi tinh nghi I thii pham. Nhung ddy c6 phai i tdi ac duy nhdt mé ngudi ta tin hin timg pham? Jack Turner ctia kénh CNN tiép tuc
thong tin.”

C0 phét thanh vién bién mit. Thay vao chd ¢6 ta, hai ngudi dan ong méic 4o khoac S cénh sat thanh phd New York kéo chiée tli dyng thi thé mau den
trén cang, C6 nhén ra khu nha ngay lap tirc va gan nhu hd hoc mém. Tam ndm. TAm ndm d3 trdi qua, nhung studio ctia Rebecca van & nguyén cho cil.

Mét giong dan ong, doan chimg 14 ctia Jack Turner, bt dau doc ban tin ctia 6ng ta: “Déy | mdt ciu chuyén phirc tap, vu 4n mang ctia mot trong nhimg
nhiép anh gia thoi trang hot nhit New York. Rebecca Schayes duroc tim thiy chét trong phong t6i, bi ban hai phét vao dau & cu ly gin.”” Ho phat mot
tAm anh Rebecca cudi rang 16, “Dbi turong tinh nghi 1 ngwroi ban lAu nién cta ¢, bac st David Beck, mdt béac sinhi gidu c.” Gior a anh Beck, khong
mim cuoi, chay trén man hinh. C6 suyt ngd ngira.



“Bac siBeck da vira trdn thoat khoi vu bét sang nay sau khi tin cong mdt nhin vién canh sat. Hin van con dang tu do va duoc cho ring ¢6 vii khi va rét
nguy hiém Néu ban c6 bét cir thong tin ndo lién quan dén viée hin & dau...” Mot s dién thoai méu vang xuét hién. Jack Turner doc to s6 dién thoai rdi
tiép tuc noi

“Nhung c4i khién cho cau chuyén thém phin phirc tap | nhitng thong tin ro rira tir Toa nha Lién bang tai Manhattan. C6 thé doan chimg, bac siBeck
da binghi ngo ¢6 lién quan t6i vu giét hai nguroi dan 6ng ma thi thé vira duoc phat hién ra tai Pennsylvania, cach khu nghi h¢ ctia gia dinh bac si Beck
khong xa lim. Va diéu ngac nhién hon hét thay: bac si David Beck ciing i déi turong tinh nghi trong vu giét vor hiin tam nam trude, Elizabeth.”

Anh mdt nguoi phu nit ¢o gﬁn nhu khong nhan ra xuét‘hién Dot nhién ¢6 thdy minh nhir trén l.m(?)ng, bi dbn vao gde. Anh co bién mit khi ho quay lai v6i
¢ phat thanh vién, “Jack, chang phai ching ta da tin rang Elizabeth Beck 14 nan nhin ctia tén giét ngudi hang loat Elroy ‘KillRoy’ Kellerton?”

“Dung vay, Terese. Gioi canh sat hién khong phat biéu gi nhidu im, va céc nhan vién tir chdi cung cap bao cao. Nhung thong tin 1o ri dén v6i ching toi
tir nhitng nguon dang tin cdy.”

“Canh sat ¢6 dong co, Jack?”

“Chiing t6i van chua nghe thiy chuyén do. C6 tin don nao do cho ring ddy co thé I mdi tinh tay ba. C6 Schayes da két hon voi mit nguoi tén 1 Gary
Lamont, ngudi hién van gitt kin thong tin. Nhung d6 chi i phong doan cho dén thoi diém nay.”

Van nhin dam dam vio méan hinh TV, ¢6 cam thiy nurde it bat dau trao n.

“Va béc siBeck van con dugc tu do tbi nay?”’

“Phai, Terese. Canh sat dang yéu cau sur phdi hop ciia dan ching, nhung ho nhin manh khong ai dugc mdt than mdt minh tiép can véi hin.”
Huyén thuyén sau d6. Nhitng 101 huyén thuyén vo nghia.

C6 quay di. Rebecca. Oi Chiia 0i, khong phai Rebecca. Va ban 4y da két hon. Chic hép da chon vay cu6i va nhimng hoa vén trén sir va Amtit ca
nhirg thir ma ho tirg ché gicu. Lam thé nao? Lam thé ndo ma Rebecca lai virdng vao tat ca cai mé bong bong nay? Rebecca khong biet gi ca co ma.

Tai sao ching giét ban 4y?
RO y nghif d6 lai dap vao ¢6 mdt ln niva: Minh d lam céi gi?

C0 da quay lai. Ching da bét dau tim kiém c6. Lam thé néo ching im duge nhu thé? Pon gian. Theo ddi nhitmg ngwoi ma cd thén thiét. Ngu ngdc. Vige
cd quay tro lai s€ khién cho tat ca nhiing nguoi c6 quan tam bi nguy hiém C6 da lammoi thir r6i tung Ién. Va bay gio ban c6 da chét.

“Chuyén bay 174 ctia hiing hang khong British Airways khoi hanh di London. Tat ca céc hanh khach bay gios ¢6 thé Ién méy bay.”

Khong ¢6 thoi gian dé do t9i cho ban thén nita. Nghi. C6 phai kam gi? Nhing nguoi ¢6 yéu throng dang gip nguy hiém. Beck - ¢6 d6t nhién nhé dén
cach cai trang ngd ngn cua anh - dang chay trén. Anh dang chong lai nhitng ke c6 quyén hre. Néu ching c6 dan xép dé bude anh i giét ngudi - va
diéu d6 gio phut nay [a trong d6i rd nhur ban ngdy r6i - anh s€ khong c6 co hdinao ca.

C6 khong thé chi bo di nhur thé. Chira dén ic. Cho dén khi ¢6 biét Beck durgc an toan.

C6 quay lai va hudéng vé phia 16i ra.

Khi cudi cting nhin thiy nhitng bén tin truy n David Beck, Peter Flannery cam dién thoai 1én goi mdt ngudi ban & vin phong cong t.

“Ai dam trach vu Beck?”” Flannery hoi.

“Fein.”

Mot thing khén kiép thue thy, Flannery nghil “T6i dd gip cdu bé ctia anh hom nay.”

“David Beck?”

“Phai,” Flannery n6i. “Anh ta dén gap 61

“Tai sao?”

Flannery déy cai ghé Barca Lounger ngira ra sau. “C6 1& anh nén nbi may cho t6i n6i chuyén véi Fein.”
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Khi nin dém da budng, Tyrese tim cho t6i mdt phong tai can ho ctia dira em ho Latisha. Chiing t6i khong thé tudng tuong ndi canh sat s& béi ra dugce
moi lién hé cua 61 voi Tyrese, nhung tai sao lai tao cho ho co hoi?

Tyrese ¢6 mdt cdi laptop. Ching t0i két ndi mang, Toi kiém tra email, hy vong nhén duge mot I thur tir ngwoi gii bi hiém. Khong ¢6 gi trong tai khoén
thu & cho lam. Khong c6 gi trong tai khoan thu ¢ nha. Toi thir vao cai tai khodn mdi tai bigfoot.com. Ciing khong co gi.

Tyrese da nhin t6i khang khac tir khi ching t6i roi khoi viin phong Flannery. “Toi hoi anh diéu nay, bac si?”
“No6i di,” t61 noi.

“Khi c4i tay dai dién phap luat kia néi vé mdt g bi giét...”

“Brandon Scope,” t6i n6i thém vao.

“Phai, n6. Anh tréng nhur thé vira bi ai d6 dimg dui cui dap vao vay.”

Toi da cam thdy nhu thé. “Anh ty hoi tai sao?”

Tyrese nhin vai.

“Toi biét Brandon Scope. Anh ta v vo t6i lam chung mot van phong tai quy tir thién trong thanh phd. Cha 6i cling I6n Ién va lam viéc cho cha anh ta.
Trén thyc &, cha toi a nguoi chiu trach nhiém day cho Brandon vé ¢6 phan cta gia dinh anh ta.”

“Um” Tyrese n6i. “Gi nita?”
“Nhur thé chua dii?”

Tyrese doi. Toi quay lai 6i dién v6i anh. Anh gii nvit khong chdp va trong mot khoanh khéc toi nghi anh ¢6 the théy toan by dudng vao nhing ngoc
ngich den ti nhat trong tAm hdn t6i. May qua, khoanh khic dy ciing qua. Tyrese ndi, “Vay anh mubn km gi tiép day?”

“Goi vai ct dién thoai,” t6i noi. “Anh chac ching s€ khong bi lan ra ¢ day?”

“Khong thé thiy c6 cach nao. Tuy nhién dé t6i n6i cho anh. Chiing ta s& tao ra mdt cudc dién thoai theo kiéu nhidu nguoi tham gia cho mot cai dién thoai
di dong khac. Cang khién cho chuyén d6 kho hon nira.”

Toi git dau. Tyrese thiét ké cude goi. Toi phai goi cho mdt s6 khdc va n6i voi mdt ngudi ndo do ring t6i khong biét sb ndo dé goi. Tyrese di vé phia
ctra. “Toi s€ di xem TJ thé ndo. Toi s€ quay lai trong vong mdt gio.”

“Tyrese?”

Anh nhin lai. T6i mudn n6i cam on, nhung nhur thé nghe c6 vé khong diing im. Tyrese hiéu ra. “Can anh song, bac sia. Cho con toi, hiéu khong?”’
Toi git dau. Anh roi di. Toi nhin dong hd trudc khi goi vao dién thoai di dong Shauna. C6 tra 101 ngay hdi chudng dau tién. “Al6?”

“Chloe thé nao?” toi hoi.

“Tuyét,” c6 noi.

“Cau di b bao nhiéu dam?”

“It nhét ba. C6 1& dén bbn hodic ndm,” Cam giac nhe nhdm chay khiip ngudi toi. “Vay viée tiép theo...”

T6i mim cuoi va ngt miy. T6i goi dén anh chang chuyén tiép s dién thoai va cho anh ta mdt s6 khac. Anh ta imbam cau gi d6 vé viéc anh ta khong
phai 1 nhén vién true dién thoai chét tiét, nhung anh ta lam nhur t6i yéu cau.

Hester Crimstein tra 11 nhur thé ba ta dang phat dién kén. “Sao?”
“Beck day,” t6i noi nhanh. “Ho ¢ thé nghe dugc khong, hay ching ta c6 duge thé loai bao vé lut su - khach hang & day?”
C6 mot sy ngdp nging ky la. “An toan,” ba ta noi.

“T6i c6 Iy do chay tr6n,” t6i bt dau.



“Nhu pham t6i?”
“Cai gi?”

Lai ngip ngimg, “Toi xin 16, Beck. Toi da khong ra am sao. Khi ciu chay tron nhur thé, t6i phat khing lén. Toi noi vai diéu ngu xuén voi Shauna, va tir
choi khong lam ludt su ctia cau nira.”

“Ping bao gior ndi voi toi thé,” tdi ndi, “T6i can ba, Hester.”

“Toi s& khong gitip cau chay tron.”

“T6i khong mudn chay trén nita. To6i mudn dau hang, Nhung theo thdi han ctia ching ta.”

“Cau khong & vi tri ma ra duoc thoi han, Beck a. Bon ho s€ khoa cau rat ky. Cauco thé quén chuyén bao 1anh xin tai ngoai di.”
“Gia str t6i dura ra bang chimg t6i khong giét Rebecca Schayes.”

Lai ngip nglimg, “Cau c6 thé am dugc thé?”

“Phai.”

“Bang chimg kiéu gi?”

“Mot chimg ¢6 ngoai pham vimg chic.”

“Duoc cung cap boi?”

“E hém,” t6i n6i, “d6 chinh 1 lic s& c6 chuyén thi vi ddy.”

Pac vu Carlson nhic dién thoai di dong lén. “Pay.”

“C6 céinay nita,” cong su Stone ndi.

“Caigi?”

“Beck dén tham mot tay Iudt sw dai dién phap ludt ré tién tén i Flannery cach day vai gio. Mot thing nhoc den duong phd di cing anh ta.”
Carlson nhiu may. “T6i nghi Hester Crinstein I3 ludt su ctia anh ta.”

“Anh ta khong tim dai dién luat phap. Anh ta mudn biét vé mdt vu trong qué khir?”

“Vunao?”

“Mot thing toi pham dii kiéu ndo d6 tén | Gonzalez bi bt vi giét Brandon Scope tim nim trude. Elizabeth Beck da cho thing niy mdt chimg ¢ ngoai
pham chét tiét. Beck muon bit chuyén do.”

Carlson thiy dau minh nhr dang xoay tron. Lam thé ndo...?

“Gi nita khong?”

“Thé thdi,” Stone ndi. “Nay, anh dang & dau?”’

“T6i s& n6i chuyén véi anh sau, Tom.” Carlson gac méy va nhan mot s khac.

Mot giong tré 1, “Trung tAm Truy nguyén Qudc gia.”

“Lam viéc mudn duge khong, Donna?”’

“Toi dang ¢b ra khoi ddy, Nick. Anh mudn gi?”

“Mot dac an cuc cuc lon.”

“Khong,” ¢b noi. Roi véi mot tiéng th dai thong thuot, “Cai gi?”

“C6 van con giit khdu 38 ma chiing ta tim thiy trong két sit ctia Sarah Goodhart cht?”

“N6 lamsao?”



Anh ta i véi ¢b diéu anh ta muén. Khi anh ta néi xong, ¢6 n6i, “Anh dia phai khong?”

“C6 hiéu t6i ns, Donna, Khong hai hude tindo ca.”

“Khong phéi thé.” C6 thé dai. “Toi s& dra n6 vao danh séch, nhung khong c6 chuyén xong duoc trude ti nay dau.”
“Camon, Donna. C6 14 tuyét nhat.”

Khi Shauna budc vao sanh toa nha, mdt giong ndi vang Ién goi co.

“Xin 16i, c6 Shauna.”

C5 nhin nguoi dan ong toc boi gel va van mot bo vest dit tién. “Va anh B?”

“Pac vu Nick Carlson.”

“Chuc ngi ngon, Ngai Béc wu.”

“Ching t6i biét anh ta d goi cho ¢6.”

Shauna v6 nhe vao miéng gia vo ha hdc mdmra. “Céc anh hdn 1 tur hao Em.”

“Da bao gid nghe thuat ngit gitip 0, xdi giue im bay va tong pham sau khi biét sur tht chura?”

“Thoi céi tro doa nat t6i di,” ¢6 1o tiéng din giong, “néu khong t6i ¢ thé vai té ra ngay trén cai thim ré tién ndy day.”
“C nghi t6i dang lira ¢6 chic?”

C6 gio hai tay ra, chép lai v6i nhau. “Bét t6i di, anh dep giai.” C6 liéc ra sau anh ta. “Ching phai mAy anh thuong di dau ciing c6 doi ¢6 cip u?”
“T6i dén ddy mdt minh.”

“Vay toi hiéu roi. Gioy toi Ién duoc chura?”

Carlson can than chinh lai c4i kinh. “T6i khong nghi bac si Beck giét ai ca.”

Céu noi d6 khién c6 dimg lai.

“Pung hiéu nhAm y t6i. Cé hing ddng bang chirng chimg to anh ta da lam thé. Ddng nghiép cuia t6i tat thiy déu tin anh ta c6 tdi. Van dang truy king gt

£ao.
“U ha,” Shauna n6i bang mdt giong khong nghi ngd may. “Nhung kiéu gi d6 anh lai thiy rd ban chit moi chuyén?”
“T6i chi nghil 6 chuyén gi d6 khéc dang dién ra & day thoi.”

“Nhur cai gi?”

“T6i hy vong ¢b ¢6 thé n6i cho toi biét.”

“Va néu t6i nghi ngd day i mot cai bay?”

Carlson nhii vai. “T6i khong c6 kha néng dén thé.”

C6 ngam nghi mot liic. “Khong quan trong,” ¢d n6i. “Toi cha biét gi ca.”

“Cb biét anh ta dang trén & dau.”

“Toi khong biét.”

“Va néu cd biét?”

“Toi s& khong n6i cho anh. Nhung anh von biét rdi con gi.”

“Toi biét,” Carlson noi. “Vay t6i doan i ¢o s& khong n6i cho t6i cude trd chuyén dit ché di dao 1 thé ndo.”

C5 fic du. “Nhung anh s& sém tim ra thoi.”



“O ngoai kia anh ta s& bj thirong cho ma xem, ¢ biét dy. Ban c6 d tAn cong mdt canh sat. Di¢u d6 cang mo ra nhitng Iy do dé anh ta bi nhur vay.”
Shauna ¢b khong chép mit. “Toi khong c6 kha ning dén thé.”

“Khong, t6i khong nghi thé.”

“T61 hoi anh cai nay duoc khong?”

“Noi di,” Carlson noi.

“Tai sao anh khong nghi cau 4y ¢ toi?”

“Toi khong chéic im. Rét nhiéu chi tiét nho nhét, t6i nghi thé.” Carlson nghiéng dau. “C6 ¢6 biét Beck da dit vé méy bay di London khong?”

Shauna hudng nfit vé phia sanh, c¢b tim thém mot hodic hai gidy. Mot ngudi dan ng vira budc vao vira mim cudi kiéu tan dwong voi Shauna. C6 1 ong
ta di. “Piéu,” cudi cung c6 noL.

“Toi vira tir sin bay dén day,” Carlson ndi tiép. “Vé duoc dat cach ddy ba ngay. Anh ta khong xuat hién, di nhién. Nhung diéu thue sw ky quic 1 the tin
dung ding dé nua vé c6 tén Ia Laura Mills. Cai tén d6 co6 y nghia gi vdi co khong?”’

“N6 nén co u?”

“C6 16 khong, Ching t6i van dang tim kiém, nhung 10 rang 1 mot céi tén gia.”

“Cua ai?”

Carlson nhim vai. “C6 c6 biét Lisa Sherman khong?”

“Khong Lam thé ndo 6 ta lai dinh dang & day?”

“Cb ta dat vé cling chuyén bay di London d6. Thue ra, c6 ta con dugc cho 1 s& ngdi canh anh chang ctia ching ta.”
“Lai khong xuat hién?”

“Khong han. C6 ta da check in. Nhung khi ho goi Ién may bay, ¢ ta khong Ién. Ky, ¢6 ¢6 nghi thé khong?”

“Toi khong biét phai nghi gi,”” Shauna ndi.

“Khong may la, khong ai co thé cho ching t6i mdt nhdn dang ctia Lisa Sherman. C6 ta khong giri hanh Iy va str dung méy sot vé dién tir. Vi viy ching
t61 phai kiém tra thong tin co ban. Poan xem chiing t6i tim thay gi?”’

Shauna fic dau.
“Khong thiy gi,” Carlson dép lai. “N6 ¢6 vé nhur | mdt céi tén gia khac. C6 c6 biét c4i tén Brandon Scope khong?”
Shauna cung nguoi. “Chuyén quai gi day?”

“Bac si Beck, dugc mot tay da den hd téng, dén gap mot luat su tén la Peter Flannery hdm nay. Flannery bién ho cho mdt ké bi tinh nghi [a thii pham
trong vu gict Brandon Scope. Béc si Beck hoi ong ta chuyén d6 va vé vai tro ctia Elizabeth trong viéc thé ké tinh nghi kia. C6 c6 bict tai sao khong?”

Shauna bt dau An md trong vi.

“Timcai gia?”

“Mot diéu thude,” c6 ndi. “Anh c6 khong?”

“Xin 161, khong.”

“Me kiép.” C6 thoi tim, nhin vio niit anh ta. “Tai sao anh lai n6i cho 6i tat ca nhitng chuyén nay?”

“T6i c6 bdn thi thé. Toi mudn biét chuyén gi dang dién ra.”

“Bén?”

“Rebecca Schayes, Melvin Bartola, Robert Wolf - d6 14 hai ngudi dan 6ng ching t6i tim thiy & chd hd. Va Elizabeth Beck.”

“KillRoy giét Elizabeth.”



Carlson lic dau.

“Didu gi khién anh chic chén dén thé?”

Anh ta gio tp hd so trong phong bi 1én. “Dau tién, vi cai niy.”
“Céi g thé?”

“Hb so kham nghiém tir thi ctia ¢6 dy.”

Shauna nudt khan. So' hii dang Ién trong c6, Bm ngdn tay c6 & t&. Chitng & cudi cing, cach ndy hay cach khac. C6 ¢b ging hét strc dé giir giong nhur
ctl. “T6i xem mdt chut duoc khong?”

“Tai sao?”

C6 khong dap lai.

“Va quan trong hon, tai sao Beck lai thiét tha mudn xemn6?”

“T6i khong biét y anh n6i gl,” ¢6 ndi, nhung 16 ¢6 vang 1én rong tuéch trong tai va, ¢d chic chén, ca trong tai anh ta.

“Elizabeth Beck c6 phai Ia ngudi dung ma tiy khong?” Carlson hoi.

Cau hoi khién ngac nhién hoan toan. “Elizabeth? Khong bao gio.”

“C6 chic chi?”

“Di nhién. C6 4y lam viéc voi nhitng ké nghién ma ty. D6 1 mot phin trong nghé nghiép ctia ¢6 dy.”

“T6i biét kha kha canh sat phong chdng t& nan xa hoi sung sudng tan hudng mot vai gior voi gai diém.”

“Co Ay khong phai nhu thé. Elizabeth khong phai 1 ngudi dtre hanh tuyét dinh, nhung ma tiy w? Khong thé c6 chuyén do.”

Anh ta gio chiéc phong bi Ién lan nita. “Két qua kham nghiém chét doc cho thiy c6 ca cocaine va heroin trong co thé co dy.”

“Vay thi Kellerton d tiém vao ngudi co dy.”

“Khong,” Carlson noi.

“Piéu gi khién anh chéc chin thé?”

“Con ¢6 nhimg xét nghiém khac nira, Shauna a. Xét nghiém md va téc. Ching cho thiy ¢6 sir dung thurong xuyén it nhét 1 trong vai thing.”

Shauna thy chan minh yéu di. C6 dya vao tudng, “Nghe nay, Carlson, dimg cai viée choi trd choi véi t6i lai di. Dé toi xem ban két qua, okay?””
Carlson ¢6 vé can nhic. “Thé nay thi sa0?”” anh ta noi. “Toi s& dé c6 xem bat cir trang ndo & ddy. Va dbi lai bt ctr thdng tin ndo. Thé duge khong?”
“Chuyén quai quy gi day, Carlson?”

“Chiic ngii ngon, Shauna.”

“Nay ndy, gromda.” Co iém mbi. C6 nghi dén nhing céi email ky la. Co nght dén viéc Beck chay trén canh sat. C6 nghi dén viéc Rebecca Schayes bi
gict va ban ket qua khamnghiém chat doc khong the nhur the dwoc. Bat thinh linh, min bi€u dien dé thuyet phuc Beck vé thao tac anh ky thuat so duong
nhur khong con cé vé thuyet phuc duoc nita.

“Mot bure anh,” ¢6 n6i. “Dé i xem mdt bire anh clia nan nhin.”

Carlson mim cudi. “Bay gio, that tha vi.”

“Sao thé?”

“Trong nay khong c6 biic nao.”

“Nhung t6i nghi...”

“Toi cling khéngﬂhiéu,” Carlson ngétﬂl(‘)i “Toi da goi cho bac si Harper. Ong ta i ngudi khdm nghiém ctia vu nay. Toi xem thir iéu ong ta c6 thé timra ai
1a nguoi da ky d€ muron ho so ndy. Ong ay dang kiém tra trong lic chiing ta ndi chuyén day.”



“C6 phai anh dang n6i c6 ai d6 da danh cip nhimng birc anh?”
Carlson nhiin vai. “Théi ndo, Shauna. Néi cho t6i biét chuyén gi dang xay ra di.”

C6 da suyt néi. Co da suyt ké voi anh ta vé nhimg cai email va cai link din dén camera trén phd. Nhung Beck da rét cuong quyét. Ngwdi dan ong ndy,
voi todn bd cude nodi chuyén hap dan ctia anh ta, van c6 thé 1a ké tht “T6i xem phén con lai ctia hd so duoc khong?”

Anh ta chim chap chia ra cho c0. Binh fich gom, ¢6 nghil. C0 bude ti va cam Ry tir tay anh ta. CO mo ra va thiy trang dau tién. Khi mt 6 dich xudng
phia dudi, mot khoi da lanh d¢ ning 1én bung cd. C6 nhin thay chi€u cao va cén ning ctia co thé nan nhan r6i nén mit tieng hét.

“Gi thé?” Carlson hoi.

C06 khong tra 1oi.

Pién thoai di dong reo. Carlson rut ra khoi tii quan. “Carlson day.”

“T6i Ia Tim Harper.”

“Ong c6 tim thiy nhitng lin md ho so trude khong?”

“Co.”

“C6 phai ¢6 ai d6 da xin xem hd so kham nghi¢m tir thi ctia Elizabeth Beck?”

“Ba niim trude,” Harper noi. “Ngay sau khi né duge dua vao phong luu trit lanh. Mot nguoi da ky murgn nd.”
“A”

“Cha ctia nan nhan. Ong ta ciing i canh sat. Tén 6ng ta | Hoyt Parker.”

Ban dang doc truyén Prrng Noi Mot Ai duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhidu truyén hon & wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 37

Larry Gandle ng61 d6i dién véi Griffin Scope. Ho ¢ ngoai mii vom ctia vuron dang sau biét th nha Scope. Dém t6i da ngyr tri, bao phu kén minh dat
duoc chimsoc can than. Nhitng con dé ngin lén gan nhur thanh mot giai diéu, nhu thé nhitng nguoi siéu gidu tham chi c6 thé thao tiing ca viéc do. Tiéng
dan piano lanh 16t tir nhiing canh cira kéo bang kinh tran ra ngoai. Anh sang tir phia trong ngdi nha tao nén chit it khoang sang, im d6 xudng nhing cai

bdng do va vang.

Ca hai nguoi dan ong déu miic do kaki. Larry vin mot 4o so mi Polo miu xanh. Griffin vén 4o lya cai khuy do tho cua 6ng 6 Hong Kéng may. Larry cho
doi, mit ly bia lam tay g mat lanh. Ga quan sat nguoi dan ng gia nua kia ngdi trong mot cai bong hinh dong xu miu dong tron tria, it nhin ra khoang
san sau rong lon, miii hoi it lén, chan bét chéo. Tay phai dit trén tay vin ctia ghé, ruou miu hd phach séng sanh trong ly.

“Anh khong biét hén & dau?” Griffin hoi.

“Khong.”

“Va ca hai thing da den ctru hén?”

“T6i khong biét ching quan hé thé ndo. Nhung Wu dang tim hiéu.”

Griffin nhdp mdt hop ruou. Thi gian chédm chap 18 bude, néng va ndm. “Anh ¢6 thue sur tin a con sdng?”

Larry toan phun ra mdt doan turdng thuat dai, dura ra bang chimg chimg minh va béc bo, vach ra tit ca nhimg hra chon va kha ning. Nhung khi ma
miéng, ga chi ndi, “Phai.”

Griffin nhém mt lai. “Anh c6 nhé ngity dira con dau tién ctia anh chao doi khong?”
“Co.”

“Anh ¢6 chimg kién khi né duoc sinh ra khong?”’
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“T6ico.”

“Vao thoi ching t6i, ching t6i khong 1am thé,” Griffin ni. “Ching t6i, nhitng ngudi cha di di lai lai trong phong doi cam trén tay nhitng tap chi cil. Toi nhé
cO y ta da dira tim toi. C6 dua t6i di doc hanh lang va 61 van con nhé khi 1& qua goc va nhin thdy Allison dang bé Brandon. Cam gidc d6 1a cam giac la
ling nhat, Larry a. Thir gi d6 trao Ién trong t6i khién t61 nghi minh ¢6 thé n6 tung mat. Cam gidc d6 qua ménh lét, qua choang ngop. Anh khong thé nam
bat hay hiéu noi. Toi nghi moi ngudi cha déu nghiém qua thir gi d6 tuong tu.”

Ong dirg lai. Larry nhin Ién. Nhitng giot mrdc mit gian giua trén hai gd ma ngudi dan 6ng gia nua ny, lip lanh dudi dnh sang md mo. Larry im king,
“C6 1§ cam gidc 1 rang nhat ngy hom d6 [ vui suéng va so haii - sor hai trong cai nghia réing tir nay ban phéi chiu trach nhigm doi voi con ngudi nho bé
nay. Nhung ciing ¢6 thir gi d6 khac nira. Toi khong the thau hi€u né mot cach chinh xac. Khong thé vao lic d6. Khong thé cho dén ngay dau tién
Brandon dén truong,”

Co thir gi do vuong trong ¢b hong ong gia. Ong hing hing ho va bay & Larry ¢6 thé nhin thy mrdc it tiép tuc tra ra. Tiéng dan piano gior day khe
khang hon. Nhitng con dé im bt nhur thé ching ciing dang déng tai Fing nghe.

“Ching t6i cing nhau doi xe buyt dén truong. Toi ndm tay n6. Brandon khi d6 nam tudi. N6 ngude nhin ti bang anh mét ma bon tré con tudi Ay van
lam. N6 méic mdt cai quin mau ndu daco vét ¢o trén dau gbi. Toi nhd cai xe buyt mau vang xich t6i va tiéng ctra xe mo ra. Roi Brandon budng tay t6i ra
va bit dau leo 1én bac cira xe. T6i mudn viron ngudi toi, tim né lai va dira né vé nha, nhung toi dimg do, ngudi clmg do. N6 vao trong xe bugt, va toi
nghe tiéng cira d6ng lai. Brandon ngdi canh cira s6. Toi ¢6 thé nhin thdy niit no. N6 vay tay voi toi. Toi V5y lai va khi xe buyt chay di, t6i tur nhu, “Toan
bd thé 0 cuia toi da di rdi’. Cai xe buyt miu vang kia cing v6i thanh bén bang kim loai mong va ngudi i xe toi khong hé quen biét mang di thir thue sur
13 tht ca voi toi. Va trong khoanh khéic d6, t6i nhan ra c4i cam gidc ma 61 da camthay vao ngay no chao doi. Khiép so. Khong don gian la sq hi dau.

Sur khiép s¢ lanh budt, khéc nghiét. Anh c6 thé s bénh tat, tudi gia hay cai chét. Nhung khong c6 gi gidng véi ci hon da khiép s nho nhé nim trong
bung t6i kia khi nhin ci xe buyt d6 chay di. Anh c6 hiéu diéu t6i dang ndi khong?”

Larry git du. “Toi nghi toi hiéu.”

“Vao gidy phut do, o1 blét ring, n¥ic cho nhiing 0 Iwe tuyét d6i cta t6i, didu gi d6 t0i té c6 thé xay dén véind. Toi khong thé ludn ludn c6 mit dé nhan
nhing ¢t danh. Toi nghi Ve 16 sudt. Tt ca ching ta déu the t0i nghi vay. Nhung khi chuyén d6 xay ra, khi...” Ong dung lai va cubi cing ddi dién voi
Larry Gandle. “T6i van cb mang nd tr& lai,” ong noi. “Toi b mic ca v6i Chia, sin 1 sang tra cho ngai bt cir thir gi va tt ca moi thir néu ngai bang cach
ndo do ¢ thé lam Brandon séng lai. Di nhién, chuyén d6 khong xay ra. Toi hiéu didu d6. Nhung bay gioanh dén day va bao toi ring trong khi con trai
61, toan b thé iéi ctia 161, muc rudng dudi dét thi... 4 van con sdng” Ong bit dau Fic dau. “Toi khong thé chdp nhan chuyén d6, Larry a. Anh c6 hiéu
k}longf)”

“To6i hiéu,” gi noi.

“Toi da khong bao v¢ dugc n6 mit 1An. Toi s& khong thét bai mdt [An nira.”

Griffin Scope quay lung lai v6i khu viron. Ong nhip thém mdt ngum ruou niva. Larry Gandle hiéu. Ga dimg day rdi bude vao trong béng dém

Vao lic muroi gio dém, Carlson tién vé phia ctra trude ngdinha s 28 Goodhart Road. Anh ta khong lo Eim vé chuyén gior gidc mudn thé ndy. Anhta da
nhin thay dén tang dudi con sang va tivi con bat, nhung ngay ca khong c6 nhitng cai do, Carlson van c6 nhitng moi lo quan trong hon 1a gidc ngti ngon

cua mot ai do.

Anh ta sdp nhin chudng thi cira mo. Hoyt Parker & d6. Trong mot khoanh khéc ca hai dimg yén, hai d?}u thit &Am bdc gip nhau ¢ giita vong tron, trimg
trirng nhin nhau khi trong tai ip lai nhitng hudng dan vo nghia vé nhitng ¢t d4nh thap va khong duge dam khi c6 1énh ngimg,

Carlson khong doi tiéng chuéng bao hiéu. “Con géi ong c6 ding ma tity khong?”

Hoyt Parker hoi giat nguoi. “Tai sao anh lai mubn biét?”

“T6i vao trong dugc khong?”

“Vor t0i ngii 101, Hoyt n6i, bude ra va dong cira lai phia sau. “Anh khong phién néu ching ta n6i chuyén ngoai nay chir?”
“Tuy ong”

Hoyt khoanh tay lai va nhAp nhom mdt chit. Ong c6 kho ngudi vam vd, vin quan jeans xanh v mdt 4o phong s& rong ri thodi méi hon néu dng ft di
khoang namkild. Carlson biét Hoyt Parker 1a mdt cénh st 3o luyén. Nhitng cai bay khon khéo va su xao quyét s€ khong ich gi & day.

“Ong s& tra 01 cau hoi cta t6i chir?” Carlson hoi.
“Anh s& n6i cho t6i biét tai sao anh mudn biét chir?” Hoyt dap lai.
Carlson quyét dinh thay d6i chién thuat. “Tai sao ong iy nhitng birc anh khdm nghiém tir thi trong hd so ctia con gai ong?”

“Piéu gi khién anh nghi ring t6i Ky ching?”” Khong hé ¢6 gidn di, hay 1i chdi bo gia mao, to tiéng



“Toi da xem két qua kham nghiém tir thi hom nay,” Carlson ndi.
“Tai sa0?”

“Ong bao sao co?”

“Con gai t6i da chét tim niim rdi. Ké giét n6 da ¢ ti. Ay vAy mi hom nay anh quyét dinh xem két qua kham nghiém tir thi ctia n6. Toi mudn biét tai sao.”

Chuyén nay s& khong dan dén dau ca mai thoi. Carlson quyét dinh tir bo mot it, bét phong vé di, dé ong ta tAn cong, xem chuyén gi s& xay ra “Conré
ong dén gip nhén vién kham nghiém phép y ciia hat hom qua. Anh ta doi xem hd so ctia vo anh ta. T6i dang hy vong s& timra Iy do tai sao.”

“Thé n6 da xem ban két qua kham nghiém tir thi chua?”

“Chura,” Carlson noi. “Ong 6 biét tai sao anh ta lai qua mirc tha thiét dwoc xem khong,”
“Khong.”

“Nhung 6ng c6 vé quan tim.”

“Nhur anh thoi, 6i thiy hanh dong d6 déng ngo.”

“Con hon thé,” Carlson ni. “Ong muén biét anh ta ¢6 thure su dinh tay vao d6 khong, Tai sao?”
Hoyt nhin vai.

“Ong c6 dinh ni véi ti dng da lm gi voi nhimg birc anh chyp khi khim nghiém tir thi khong?”
“T6i khong biét anh dang ndi chuyén gi,” 6ng dép lai giong binh than.

“Ong 14 ngudi duy nhit muron xem ban bao cao nay.”

“Va viée d6 chimg minh diéu gi?”

“Nhitng birc anh ¢6 & d6 khong khi ng xem ho s0?”

Mt Hoyt chép chop nhung ¢ mot chit tri hoan.

“Co,” ong noi. “Co, ching c6 ¢ do.”

Carlson khong thé ngin duoc mdt nu cuoi. “Tra 1i tot.” PO 1 mdt cai biy, va Hoyt da tranh duoc. “Boi vi néu 6ng tra 101 khong, ti s& tur hoi tai sao
Ong da khong bao céo lai, nhi?”

“Anh da nghi qua, dac vu Carlson.”

“Uha. C6 biét nhitng birc anh d6 ¢6 thé & dau khong?”

“Rét c6 kha néng bj lAn sang hd so khéc.”

“Phai, dtng thé. Ong ¢6 vé khong thiy chuyén d6 gay khé chiu gl.”

“Con gai ti da chét. Vi clia nd déng lai rdi. Phai kho chiu vi viée gi day?”

Thé nay thét ling phi thoi gian. Hodic ¢6 thé 1 khong. Carlson van chira By diroc nhiéu thong tin im, nhung thai do ctia Hoyt néi én kha nhiéu.
“Vay ng van nghii KillRoy giét con gii ong?”

“Khong nghi ngo gi.”

Carlson gio ban két qua kham nghiém tir thi Ién. “Ngay ca sau khi doc cai nay?”

“Phai.”

“Syr tht ring rat rat nhidu vét thuong c sau khi da chét roi khong lam 6ng bin khoan?”
“N6 khién t6i droc an ti,” 6ng noi. “Diéu d6 c6 nghia 1 con gai t6i it chiu dau dén.”

“P6 khong phai 1 y t6i mudn noi. Toi dang n6i dén bang chimg khong phit hop voi Kellerton.”



“Toi khong thdy bat cir thir gl trong hd so d6 trai nguoc voi két uan ca.”

“N6 khong nhit quén voi nhimg vy 4n trude.”

“T6i khong dong ¥, Hoyt ndi. “Céi khong nhit quan chinh 1 sirc manh ciia con gi toi.”

“T6i khong chic 1 minh hiéu duoc.”

“Toi biét Kellerton thich thi trong viéc tra @én nhirng nan nhén cua hén,” Hoyt néi. “Va t6i biét héin thuong dong dau 1én ho khi ho V?l,n con song. Nhung
ching ta da dat gia thuyet rang Elizabeth c6 tron thoat hodic, it nhat, 1 chong tra. Cai cach ma chiing ta nhin thiy n6, con bé da ép han. Han budc phai
khuét phyc n6 va dé lam thé, cudi cing hin da giét n6. Piéu do giai thich cho nhiing vét thirong bang dao trén tay né. Bicu do giai thich tai sao vét dong
dau c6 sau khi chet.”

“T6i hiéw.” Cti moc tay trai dang ngac nhién. Carlson ¢b ging dtmg vimg. PO 1 mdt cu tra 10 t5t - t6t khing van khlep N6 hop ly. Ngay ca nhiing nan
nhin nhé bé nhit ciing c6 thé giy nén rat nhiéu rac 1oi. Gii thich ctia 6ng khién cho tat tlny nhirng diém khong nhit quan 16 ranh ranh kia tré nén nhét
quan mot cach tuyét voi. Nhung van con ddy van dé. “Vay ong giai thich thé nao vé ban két qua kham nghiém chét doc?”

“Khong lién quan,” Hoyt n6i. “Ctr nhur 13 hoi mdt nan nhan bi cudng hiép vé quéa khtr tinh duc cta ¢6 ta dy. Khong quan trong gi chuyén con gii t6i 1 ke
bai rrgu hay 1a ban bé giao hao véima tiy.”

“Thé c6 dy 14 loai ndo?”

“Khong lién quan,” 6ng nhéic lai.

“Khong 6 gi la khong lién quan trong mot vu diéu tra giét nguoi. Ong biét diéu do.”

Hoyt budc lai gin hon. “Cén than ddy,” ong noi.

“Ong de doa t61?”

“Khong hé. Toi chi canh béo anh khong nén qué voi vang bién con gai toi thanh nan nhan ln thir hai.”

Ho dimg do. Tiéng chubng cudi cing da rung. Ho gior day doi mdt quyét dinh khong bao gioy 1 théa méin dii cho trong tai c6 nghiéng vé bén ndo.
“Néu do 1a tit ca,” Hoyt noi.

Carlson git d4u va budc I lai. Parker gio tay v6i ndm dim cira.

“Hoyt?”

Hoyt quay nguoi lai.

“Pé tranh moi hiéu nham,” Carlson ndi. “Toi khong tin mdt 1oi ndo trong nhitng diéu 6ng vira néi. Ching ta 16 chura?”
“Nhu ban ngay,” Hoyt noi.

Ban dang doc truyén Preng Noi Mot Ai duge ti mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.

Chuwong 38

Khi vé dén nha, Shauna ngdi sup xuéng chd yéu thich ctia minh trén di ving, Linda ngdi canh va v nhe 1én diii ¢6. Shauna nga du xudng, CO nhém it
lai khi Linda vudt ve toc cd.

“Mark 6n khong?” Shauna hoi.

“Cé,” Linda ndi. “Vay ciu cd phién ndi cho em biét cau da ¢ dau khong?”
“Chuyén dai im”

“Em chi ngdi & day doi dé nghe vé em trai em”

“Cau 4y da goi cho 6, Shauna noi.
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“Sao co?”

“Cau 4y an toan.”

“On Chia.”

“Va c4u dy khong giét Rebecca.”

“Embiét md.”

Shauna quay d4u nhin én, Linda dang chép mit. “Cau y s& on thdi,” Shauna noi.
Linda git d4u, quay di.

“Sao thé?”

“Emda chup nhirng birc anh d6,” Linda noi.

Shauna ngdi day.

“Elizabeth dén vian phong em. N6 bi throng ning Eim. Em mudn né di bénh vién. N6 bao khong. N6 chi mudn em chup lai.”
“D6 khong phai la mdt tai nan 6t6?”

Linda lic dau.

“Ai d4nh c6 4y?”

“N6 bét em hira khong duoc néi.”

“Tam nam trude 101, Shauna ndi. “Noi t6 nghe di”

“Khong don gian nhur thé dau.”

“Phai roi khong don gian.” Shauna ngdp ngimg. “Ma tai sao ¢6 4y lai dén ch§ em? Va bang cach ndo em nghi dén viéc bao vé...” Giong ¢ xa ving dan.
C06 nhin Linda tran tr6i. Linda khong phan g gi, nhung Shauna nghii dén diéu Carlson d& n6i véi co ¢ tang dudi.

“Brandon Scope,” Shauna nhe nhang noi.
Linda khong dap lai.

“Hén chinh 1 ké d4nh c6 dy. Oi Chia oi, khong la gi sao ¢6 4y lai @én chd em. C6 y mudn giit bi mat. To hay Rebecca, bon t s& budc cd dy dén chd
canh sat. Nhung em thi khong.”

“N6 bat em hira,” Linda ni.

“Va em don gian 1 chap nhan thé?”

“Thé em phai laim gi day?”

“Kéo ¢6 4y ra don canh sit.”

“U, bon em dau phai ai ciing diing cim va manh m3 duoc nhur cau d4u, Shauna.”

“Dlg ndi v6i t6 céi kiéu thé.”

“N6 khong mudn di,”” Linda khéing khang, “N6 bao né can thém thdi gian. Ring n6 van chua c6 dii bang chimg?”
“Bang chimg gi?”

“Han tAn cong nd, emdoan thé. Em khong biét. N6 khong chiu nghe em Em khong thé ép budc nd duogc.”
“O phai - 4t 6 kha néing thé nhi.”

“N6i thé 1a 6 y khi gi?”

“Em c6 lién quan t6i mot t6 chirc tir thién do gia dinh hén tai trg va hin dung dAu,” Shauna néi. “Chuyén gi s€ xay ra néu dé 16 ra hin danh dap mot phu



nit?”

“Elizabeth budc em phai hira.”

“Va em thi don gian i qué sung sudng diroc ngdm miéng lai, phai khong? Em mudn bao vé cai quy tir thién chét tiét cia em.”
“Thé khong cong bang...”

“Emdit n6 1én trén hanh phic ctia ¢6 dy.”

“Cau c6 biét bon em da lam bao nhiéu viée tot khong?”” Linda gao Ién. “Céu c6 biét bon em di gitip d& bao nguoi rdi khong?”’
“Trén mau cua Elizabeth Beck,”” Shauna noi.

Linda tat ¢0. Bau nh6i. Ho nhin nhau trimg trimg, thd hon hén. “Em da mudn ké,” Linda néi. “N6 khong cho phép em C6 thé emda yéu hén, em khong
biet. Nlung sao cdu ddmndi ra mdt dicu nhur the.”

“Va khi Elizabeth bj bét coc & chd cai h... em da nghil gl, me kiép, sao khong kéu gao hét 1én?”
“Emnghi ¢6 thé ¢ lién quan. Emdén gip cha Elizabeth. Emké voi ong 4y nhiing gi em biét.”
“Ong 4y da bao gi?”

“Ong cam on em va bao 6ng biét rdi. Ong ciing bao em dimg ndi ra bt ctr diéu gi vi tinh hudng rét nhay cam. Va rdi khi d rd ra rang KillRoy 1 ké giét

“Em quyét dinh it im ing.”

“Brandon Scope da chét. S& duoc ich gi khi 16i tén anh ta vao dbng bin d6 nira?”

Pién thoai reo. Linda voi léy. C6 ndi xin chao, ngung lai, 1di dua may cho Shauna. “Ctia cau.”
Shauna khong budn nhin ¢6 khi cdm Ky dng nghe. “Alb?”

“Gap t6i ¢ van phong,” Hester Crimstein bao co.

“Vi c4i quai gi md t0i phai Am thé?”

“Toi khong gioi xin 101 lim, Shauna. Vi vy héty don gian dong ¥ rang toi it mdt & ngu béo i va bo qua. Bat mt i taxi va dén dy. Ching ta c6 mot
nguoi vo tdi can ciu.”

Pho cong t(‘)‘ quan Lance Fein lao vao phong hop ctia Crimstein trong gidng nhur mdt con chon thiéu ngi trdm trong vi udng qua nhidu chét kich thich. Hai
nhan vién dicu tra nhitng vu an mang Dimonte va Krinsky bam theo ngay sau. Mat ca ba céng ra nhu day dan piano.

Hester va Shauna d(g & phia bén kia ci ban. “Cac quy 6ng,” Hester ndi cling voi mdt cai phay tay, “xin mdi ngdi.”

Fein nhin ¢6, rdi ném mdt cai nhin thuan tiy ghé tom vé phia Shauna. “Toi khong & ddy dé cac ngudi bién thanh ké xuan ngbe.”
“Khong, t0i chéc ong da lim thé & chd riéng tr tai nha riéng ctia ong rdi,” Hester ndi. “Ngdi di”

“Néu ba biét hn ta & dau...”

“Ngdi, Lance. Ong lam t6i dau dau.”

Moi ngurdi ngdi xubng, Dimonte dat doi bdt da réin ctia anh ta 1én trén ban. Hester ding cé hai tay ddy ching xudng, khong bao gity dé nu cudi ciia minh
kém tuoi. “Ching ta ¢6 mit & ddy, thura cac quy ong, véi mit muc tiéu: ctiru Iy sy nghi€p clia cac ban. Vi vy hay lam the, nhé?”

“T61 muon bict...”

“Suyt, Lance. O ddy t6i & ngwoi noi. Nhigm vu clia ng 2 nghe va ¢6 thé | gat dau va n6i nhiing céu nhur “Vang, thura ba” va ‘Cémon, thua ba’. Néu
khong thi, dng chét chac.”

Lance Fein liéc nhin. “Ba chinh | nguoi giip mot ké chay tron cong Iy, Hester.”

“Ong goi cam chét duoc khi ndi nhitng cau kho nghe, Lance a. Trén thue té 6ng ching duoc thé dau. Nghe ndy, okay chir, boi vi toi khong mudn phai

nhéic lai. T6i s& ban cho 6 ong mot dac an, Lance a. Toi s¢ khong dé cho 6ng trong giong nhu mot g3 ngu hoan toan trong viée nay. Mot g ngu, dugc

chir, s€ khong ¢6 gi thay d6i ndi didu do rdi, nhung c6 thé, néu dng ing nghe mot cach cin thin, s& khong phai b mdt gi ngu hoan toan. Ong theo t61
chir? T6t. Pau tién, t6i hiéu bay gioy ong da c6 duoc thoi diém chinh xac Rebecca chét. Nira dém, cong trir nira gio. Chuyén d6 ching ta 16 roi chir?”



“Thi sao?”

Hester nhin Shauna. “C6 ¢6 mudn ndi cho ong ta?”’

“Khong, duoc rdi”

“Nhung ¢6 chinh i ngudi im hét thay nhitg viée khé nhoc.”

Fein ndi, “Bo qua miy chuyén v6 van di, Crinstein.”

Canh cira phia sau ho mo ra. Thu ky ctia Hester mang mot dng gidy td vao cho sép ctia c6 ciing véi mdt bang cat xét nho. “Camon, Cheryl.”
“Khéng c6 gi.”

“Gitr ¢6 ¢6 thé vé nha rdi ddy. Mai dén mudn nhé.”

‘“Camon.”

Cheryl i ra. Hester Iy cai kinh hinh ban nguyét ra. Ba deo Ién va bt dau doc gidy to.

“T6i dang mét moi vi chuyén nay rdi, Hester.”

“Ong c6 thich ch6 khong, Lance?”

“Gico?”

“Cho. Toi khong ra ching im. Nhung c4i ndy... Shauna, ¢b ¢6 birc anh d6 chi?”

“Ngay ddy.” Shauna gio Ién mdt tim anh I6n chup Chloe dé tit ca moi nguoi cing nhin. “N6 1a gidng coli 6 rau.”

*“Xinh nhi, Lance?”

Lance Fein dimg ddy. Krinsky ciing dtmg ddy. Dimonte khong nhiic nhich. “T6i d roi.”

“Ong di by gio,” Hester n6i, “va con ché nay s& t& Ién su nghiép ctia ong nhur mot voi mrde ciru hoa.”

“Ba dang noi cai quai quy gi thé?”

Ba chia hai t& gidy ra cho Fein. “Con cho6 nay chimg minh ring Beck da khong lim diéu d6. Cau dy & cbf) ctra hang Kinko t6i qua. Cu 4y vao ciing con
cho. Gy ra mot vu om som, t6i hiéu. Dy la bon 1o khang dinh tir cac nhan chirng khong li:én quan gi dén nhau da xac nhan nhan dang cta Beck. Cau
ay da thué may tinh mot lic ¢ d6 - n6i mot cach chinh xac hon, tir bon phit sau nira dém dén murdi hai gio hai muroi ba phut sang, theo nhwr hoa don
thanh toan ctia ctra hang.” Ba cudi toét. “Pay, cac anh ban. Ban sao cho tat ca moi nguoi.”

“Ba mong doi t6i s& chdp nhan nhimg thir bé ndi khong thirc chét nay?”

“Khong hé. Lam on, bang moi cach, nghe 61"

Hester némmdt ban cho Krinsky va ban nita cho Dimonte. Krinsky cam ly va hoi liéu anh ta ¢6 dimg dién thoai duoc khong,

“Di nhién,” Crinstein n6i. “Nhung néu anh dinh 201 dién thoai gia cao, vui long dé cho ban ctia anh thanh toan.” Ba trao cho anh ta mdt ny cudi ngot
ngao gia tao khing khiep. “Cam on rat nhicu.”

Fein doc t& gidy, nuée da ong ta dang dbi sang thir gi @6 nhur thude ho xam tro.

“Nghii dén viée ndi rong thoi gian chét ra mdt chit chir gi?”” Hester hoi. “Thoai méi di, nhung biét gi khong? C6 mdt khu xdy dung cau vao démd6. Cau
ay duoc bao v&.”

Fein thure sy dang run ban bét. Ong ta im bam gi d6 trong ¢b hong nghe ¢6 vé van van véi tir “phi thiy.”

“Nao, nao, Lance.”” Hester Crinstein chep chep. “Ong nén cam on to1.”

“Caigi?”

“Hay nhi dén vige i dai rao chan cho ong nhur the ndo. Vay mi ong & do, voitat ca cdi dam sy quay, va viée da tin ctia béo chirat chi l thi vi, sin
sang tuyén bo. lenh bat tén giet nguoi nguy hiémnay. Ong 16i kéo nhitng quan hé quyén luc tot nhat, phat biéu rat long trong vé viée giit an toan cho

duong phd, vé nd Iyc ctia doi dé bt duoc con thi ndy, mic du thue ra ong chinh I ngurdi duoe moi cong trang Nhlmg cai bong dén nhip nhay do6 bt
dAu tit ngim Ong mim cudi va goi may tay phong vién bang tén ctia ho, trong ciing lic d6 ngdi hinh dung c4i ban bang gb s6i to bu clia 6ng tai tda nha



thong ddc, va r6i bum phat, t6i ra tay. Toi cho bon bao chi bang chimg ngoai pham kin nhur bung nay. Hay thir twéng tuwong di, Lance. Trdi, 6i trdi of,
ong c6 ng toi hay khong, ha?”

Fein nhin gian dit. “Hn ta vAn tAn cong mdt nhan vién canh sat.”

“Khong, Lance a, ciu 4y khong tan cong. Hay nghi cho k¥, ban ctia ti. Sur thit 1i: Ong, Pho cong t quan Lance Fein, da di dén mot két uan sai Am
Ong truy dudi mot ngurdi v i bang e hrong vii bio ctia minh - va khong chi mot nguroi vo 1, ma con la mot bac silya chon cong viée voi mire
Trong thip phuc vu ngudi nghéo thay vi trong bd phan tu nhén nhidu loi 16c.” Ba ngdi lai, mim cuoi. <O, thé nay tot that, dé t6i xem ndo. VAy trong lic str
dung hang chyc canh sat ctia thanh phd ma chi cé Chiia-moi-biét-tiéu-ton-bao-nhiéu, cling véi hing bao khau sting dugc 16i ra va truy king nguoi dan
ong vo t0i nay, mdt nhan vién canh sat, vira tré vira luc rdng vira st séng, chan cau éy lai trong mdt con ngd va bét dAu danh dap cau nay. Khong mot
ai khac & gan d6, vi vy anh chang canh sat tré tudi ny cho minh c6 quyén budc ci gi dang so ndy phai tra gid. Bac si David Beck t6i nghiép, bi ngwoc
dai, mot ngudi dan 6ng goa vo, 16i xin phép ndi thém, khong am gi khac ngoai chdng tra dé ty v8.”

“S& chang khién ai tin dau.”

“Chic chin 1A c6, Lance a. Toi khong mudn minh nghe c6 vé tro trao, bét lich su, nhung ai thue sy 1a nguoi cd kha nang théu dét t6t hon? Va doi da,
6ng van chira nghe nhimg diém chung t6i triét Iy khi so sanh vu nay voi vu Richard Jewell, hay viéc sdt sing qua mirc cia vin phong cong td quén, hay
viéc vi sao ho lai qua mirc hd hoi do vAy cai nay cho béc s David Beck, ngudi anh hing bi cha dap, dén mirc ho 16 rang da sap dit chimg cd tai khu
cduay¢.”

“Sép dat?” Fein mét do bung bimg, “Ba dién rdi 477

“Thoi ndo, Lance, ching ta déu biét bac si David Beck khong thé no lam viée do. Ching ta da c6 chimg c6 ngoai pham tich cyc do bdn nhan chimg
khai - 4, quy quai thit, ching ta s& con xdi én nhleu hon bdn trude khi chuyén ndy két thiic - khong c6 lién quan gi t6i nhau, khong hé thién vi, ring cau
4y khong hé 1am viéc do6. VAy bang cach ndo tit ca nhiing bang chimg ndy dén duoc d6? Ong, ngii Fein, va luc rong vii bdo ctia ong. Mark Fuhrman
s€ trong nhur Mahatma Gandhi ngay khi t6i xong viéc véi ong.”

Hai ndm tay cia Fein sict chit i Ong ta hit véo vai hof thit séu va d¢ ngudingi ra sau. “Okay,” ong ta bt dau chim di noi. “Gid s ring chimg ¢
ngoai pham nay chdp nhén duogc...

“O, no sé duoc chép nhan.”
“Gia str n6 duoc, ba mubn gi?”
‘0, bay gio' thi do I mot cau hoi tot khing kh1ep Ong 1a mdt tinh huong gy phién nhidu rc rdi kinh, Lance a. Ong bt cau 4y, ong giéng nhu mot thing

ngu. Ong hiy bd €nh bat, ong gibng nhur mot thing ngu. Toi khong blet chac minh ¢6 cach nao khong nira.” Hester Crinstein diing ddy, bat ddu budc di
nhu thé cong viée da két thuc. “Toi da xem xét viée ndy va nghién ngim rdi nghi t6i dd tim ra mdt cach dé giam t6i da thiét hai. C6 mubn nghe khong?”

Fein nhin trirng trirng hon nita. “Toi dang nghe day.”

“Ong da lam mdt viéc thong minh trong hét thay nhing chuyén nay. Chi mdt viée thoi, nhung c6 & thé 1a du. C)ng dé mit 6ng tranh khoi bao Chl. bola
boi vi, ti tudng tirong, s& hoi bi xau hd khi phai cd gidi thich vi bac sinay da tron mang ludi truy king ciia ong bang cach ndo. Nhung thé lai tot. Tat ca
nhimg thong tin duoc dua Ién c6 thé d6 cho nhing ngun 1o ri niic danh. VAy 6ng s& lim cai ndy, Lance a. Ong triéu tap mot cude hop béo. Ong ndi voi
ho ngudn 1o ri 1 sai, ring bac siBeck dugc tim kiém vai tur cach 1a mot nhén chimg quan trong, ngoai ra khong gi nira. Ong khong nghi ngd cu dy trong
vy dn ndy - thyce ra, ong chac chén cau Ay khong lam viée do - nhung 6ng biét cau dy 1 mdt trong nhimng ngudi cudi cing gip nan nhan con sdng va
mudn néi chuyén véi cau ay.”

“Y tuomg d6 s& chiing bao g ct minh Ién ndi dau.”

“O, s& bay chir. C6 thé khong théing va thét vut, nhungno s& & trén cao. Méu chdt s& 1 t6i, Lance a. Toi ng dng mdt thir boi vi cu bé ciia t61 da bo
chay. Vi vy t0i, ke thu cia van phong cong t6 quan, s& hd trg cho 0Ong Toi s& ndi cho béo chi biét 6ng da hop tac véi ching t6i nhur thé ndo, ong da
chic chin dé quyén loi ctia than chi1 t6i khong bi xdm pham nhur thé ndo, ring bac si Beck va toi toan tim toan y ting hd cude didu tra ciia 6ng va hy
vong dugc lam viée cung dng.”

Fein van im ling,

“Nhur t6i n6i ltic trueée ddy, Lance. Toi c6 thé théu dét vi ong hodic t6i 6 thé théu dét chdng lai ong.”

“Va dbi lai?”

“Ong hily bo tit ca nhimg 101 budc t6i tin cong va chng cur ngd ngin ndy.”

“Khong c6 chuyén do dugc.”

Hester ht du véi ong ta chira phia cira. “Vay hen gip 6ng sau.”

Vai Fein khé rut mf)ng, Giong Ong ta, khi 6ng ta noi, rAt nho nhe. “Néu chung t61 déng y,” 6ng ta ndi, “cau bé ctia ba s& hop tac chir? Cau ta s& tra 1oi
moi cau hoi cua to1 chir?”



“Lamon di, Lance, dumng cb gia vo nhg dang duara diél} kién thurong lwong, Toi da dat hop déng ra 1Oi. Nhan léy di - hodc Ia nhin ]éy co hoi cua 6ng
v6i bao chi. Lya chon ctia 6ng thoi. Pong hd dang tich tac kia.” Ba gd gd ngodn trd tao ra tiéng tich tac.

Fein nhin Dimonte. Dimonte nhai c4i tim dit hon nita. Krinsky bo di¢n thoai xudng va git dau voi Fein. Fein dén ot minh git dau v6i Hester. “Vay m
thé nao ching ta dan x€p chuyén nay?”
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Toi tinh d4y va khi nang dau Ién thi suyt chit nita hét én. Co bip cua t6i da di qua ca mire climg do va dau dén; phin ndo trén ngudi cling dau dén ndi
61 khong biét minh dau. Toi ¢ dung dua chén ra khoi girong, Pung dua B mdt y trdng toi. Mot y tuong cuc toi. Nhe nhang. D6 1 diéu mong nudn
sang nay.

Chan t6i dau nhiéu nhét, khién t6i nhd méc cho viéc chay gan nhu ngang ngira marathon ngay hom qua, t6i dang dé séng dé chét mdt cach tham thirong
101 Toi ¢6 1At ngudi lai. Nhitng phin mém bi gi chiu A kia danh vao dau nhirc nhur vét thrrong da khau lai b xé toac ra. Co thé t6i khao khat mot it
thudc giam dau Percodans, nhung t6i biét ho s& diit toi trén Phd Queer, ma d6 khong phai 1 noi vao phut gidy nay t6i mudn c6 mit.

Toi xem dong ho. Sau gio sang. DA dén liic t6i phai goi lai cho Hester. Ba ta nhic miy & ngay hdi chudng dau tién. “Thanh cong rdi,” ba n6i. “Cau da
duoc tu do.”

Toi chi cam thiy nhe nhom doi chit.

“Céau dinh s€ lam gi?”” ba hoi.

Mot cau hoi chét tiét. “Toi khong 13.”

“Doi mdt gidy.” Toi nghe giong ndi khac ¢ ngoai. “Shauna mudn nbi chuyén voi cau.”

Co tiéng dong kiéu sov soang khi dién thoai duoc chuyén, 101 Shauna n6i, “Bon minh ¢in ndi chuyén.”

Shauna, chua bao gio 1a ngudi ¢6 nhig 101 dai bdi hay khon khéo, nghe Van c6 vé cing thing kiéu gi d6 va c6 18 tham chi - kho tuwong tuong ndi - s¢
hai. Tim t6i bat dau dép loan lén.

“Chuyén gi thé?”

“Chuyén nay khong ndi trén dién thoai dugce,” c6 noi.

“Té ¢ thé dén chd cau trong vong mit gio.”

“Té van chua ké véi Linda vé chuyén, a trm, cau biét ddy.”

“C6 I& dén It r6i ddy,” toi noi.

U, okay.” RAi ¢6 néi thém, diu dang hét st ngac nhién, “Yéu cu, Beck a.”
“T6 cling yéu cau.”

Toi nira bo nira 1ét vé& phia phong tim Do dac trong phong gitip cho d6i chan ctmg do hoi ti truot ngd cua t6i dimg thiing duoc. Toi dimg dudi dong
nuréc cho dén khi mrée néng khong con chiy ra. N6 gifp xoa diu nhitng chd dau, nhung khong nhiéu lam

Tyrese tim cho t6i mdt by comlé bang nhung mau tia tir bo suru tap Eighties Al Sharpton. Toi da suyt hoi doi mot huy churong 16n bang vang,
“Anh dinh & di dau?” anh hoi toi.

“Bay gioy dén nha chi gai toi”

“Va sau d6?”

“Dén chd lam, t6i nghii thé.”
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Tyrese lic dau.

“Sao?” 161 hoi.

“Anh dang chdng lai nhimg tay rét xau, bac sia.”

“U, t6i cho 1 két hop ca viée d6 nita.”

“Ly Tiéu Long s& khong dé chuyén nay trdi qua dau.”

Toi nghi dén chuyén do. Anh ding, Ngay ca néu mudn, t6i ciing khong thé vé nha va doi Elizabeth lién lac lai mt ln niva. Trude hét B, toi da thy dong
du r6i, nghi ngoi dé chiu khong nam trong churong trinh hoat dong ctia Beck nita. Nhung cling quan trong khong kém, nhing g3 trong chiéc xe tai kia
khong dinh quén van dé do di va dé cho toi vui vé di duong toi.

“Toi s& trong chirng phia sau anh, bc si. Brutus nita. Cho dén khi chuyén nay két thic.”

Toi dinh ndi thir gi dAy diiing cam kiéu nhur “Toi khong thé yéu cau anh lim viée d6” hay “Anh con c6 cue song riéng ctia anh nita,” nhung khi ban nght
dén viéc do, ho hofic lam viéc ndy hodc ban ma tily. Tyrese mudn gitip - thdm chi c6 thé can dugc gitip do - va noi thing nhé, 6i can anh. Toi c6 thé
bude anh bo di, nhéic nh¢ anh rang nguy hiém kim, nhung anh hiéu nhitng chuyén nguy hiém kiéu niy nhiéu hon t6i nhicu. Vi viy cudi cing, toi chi chap
nhan bang mit cai gat dau.

Carlson nhan mot cti dién thoai tir Trung tam Truy nguyén Qudc gia sém hon mong doi.

“Ching ta da c6 kha ning tim duoc n6 rdi,” Donna noi.

“Bang cach nio?”

“Pa nghe IBIS chua?”

“C6, ot chit.” Anh ta biét IBIS i viét tat ctia He thong Nhan dang Puong dan T6 hop, mbt chuong trinh méy tinh mdi ma tiy ban Ruou, Thube 14, Pan
duoc va Thuoce nd st dung dé hou trit dan va vé dan. Mot phan ciia chuong trinh Ngirg ban méi ciia ATF.

“Chiing ta tham chi khong cAn dén dan gdc nita,” cd n6i tiép. “Ho chi viée giri cho ching ta hinh anh dugc scan. Ching ta c6 thé s6 hoa va timra duoc
cai tuong xirng ngay lp tirc trén man hinh.”

“Va??

“Céau da diing, Nick,” c6 ndi. “No6 khop.”

Carlson ngit may va goi mot cu dién thoai khac. Khi ngudi dan ong & dau ddy bén kia nhic mdy, anh ta hoi, “Bac siBeck & dau?”
Ban dang doc truyén Pung Noi Mot Ai duge tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full.Net.

Chuong 40

Brutus nhip bon ciing chiing t6i trén via hé. Toi néi, “Chao budi sang,” Anh ta khong dap gi. Toi van chura nghe thdy anh chang nay ndi chuyén. Toi chui
vao ghé sau. Tyrese ngdi canh toi va curdi ngodc. Toi qua anh da giét mot ngudi. That ra anh da lim thé dé bao vé mang t6i, nhung céi cach cur xir nhur
thurong ciia anh, t6i khong chéc anh ¢6 nhd 1 da kéo co khong, Toi hon ai hét phai hiéu dirgc nhitng thir anh da trai qua, nhung t6i khong hiéu dugc. Toi
khong thich thi ing ho gi méy cai chuén myre dao dirc dau. Toi thay nhimg thir xam xit. Toi I6n tiéng kéu goi. Elizabeth quan diém dao dirc thi 6 rang
hon. Nang s& khiép hai khi mdt mang song bi cudp di. Khong quan trong gi voi nang chuyén i kia dang co bit coc, tra tAn, va rat c6 kha nang giét toi.
Hodc ¢6 thé khong, Toi thire s khong biét nira. Su that cay déng 13, t6i khong biét tit ca moi thir vé& nang, Va ning chic chéin khong biét tit ca moi thir
V& ti.

Nghé y ctia t6i khiing khéing toi khong bao gior duge kén tiéng kéu goi dao dire kiéu do. Pay 1 mdt quy luat kra chon chira tri cuc ky don gian: ngudi b
thurong néing nhét s& duoc diéu trj trude. Khong quan trong ngudi dé i ai hay ho da im gi. Ban diéu tri hau hét nhimg ngudi bi thuong trim trong. D6
mot Iy thuyét tot dep, va toi hiéu can phai c6 kiéu suy nghi nhur thé. Nhung néu, gia str théi nhé, chau Mark ctia t6i duoc dira vao cép ctru khi bi dao
dam va mot tén bién thai gy toi véi rat nhiéu ngudi da dAmné dén cing lic voi mot vién dan de doa mang séng nim trong ndo hén, thi, théi ndo. Ban Ién
tiéng kéu goi, v trong tn cling su thim tri tim ban, ban biét kéu goi la mdt viée qua dé dang,

Ban c6 thé c3i toi dang dit minh vao bd dbe tron khing khiép. Toi s& ddng y véi ban, mic di t6i c6 thé déap tra lai ring phan I6n cude sdng 1 & ngoai
kia. VAn dé I3, c6 hdu qua khi ban sdng trong nhitng thir xAm xit - khong phai chi nhitng thir 1y thuyét Bm 6 ué tim hon thoi dau, ma 1 nhimg céi cy thé,
co ban, cai hity hoai khong nhin trre durge ma nhitng lya chon nhur thé b lai. Toi tir hoi didu gi s& xay ra néu toi ndi su that vao ngay Iic dau. Va nd
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khién t6i so khiing khiép.

“Hoi bi ft tiéng, bac sinhi.”

“U,” t6i n6i.

Brutus tha t6i xudng trude cin ho ciia Linda va Shauna trén Riverside Drive.

“Ching t6i s& & ngay day thoi,” Tyrese néi. “Can bat ctr thir i thi anh biét s6 ctia t6i roi ddy.”

“Phai.”

“Anh c6 Glock rdi chir?”

“ROL”

Tyrese dat mdt tay Ién vai t6i. “Bon nd hodc anh, bac si,” anh ndi. “Chi viéc tiép tuc kéo co thoi”

Khong c6 gi xamxit & do.

Toi bude ra khoi xe. Cac ba me va cac ¢6 trong tré dingang qua, day nhig cai xe ndi tré emric 16i c6 thé gap lai, thay d6i hinh dang, du dura, phat ra
nhac, chay t6i trude 1di sau va chd duoc hon mot dra tre, cong voi mjt hang phén loai nhimg t4, khan lau, snack Gerber, hop nuée qua (cho nhimg dira
16n hon), quén 4o dé thay, chai lo, tham chi ca dung cy so cap ctru. Toi biét tat ca nhing thir ndy tir nghé nghiép ctia chinh minh (dugc huong Tro cap Y
& khong bao gi ngin can ai d6 khong c6 tién mua mit xe day tré em Peg Perego), va toi thiy canh tuong binh thurong gian di ndy song chung trong
ctng mot hién thyre voi hoan nan wvira day cuia t6i 1a thir gi d6 nhur tién duge.

Toi quay lai vé& phia khu nh. Linda va Shauna dang chay lai chd t6i. Linda dén truéc. Chi vong tay 6m toi. Toi 6m chi. Cam giéc that d& chiu.

“Em 6n chir?” Linda néi.

“Em én,” t01 noL.

Loi khing dinh ctia t6i khong ngan duoc Linda thinh thoang sau day van kp di Bip lai cAu hoi bang nhiéu cach khac nhau. Shauna dimg lai cach d6 vai
mét. Toi nhin thiy anh mét c6 qua vai chi t6i. Shauna chui nuréc mit. T6i mim cudi voi c.

Ching ti tiép tyc 6m va hon trong sudt quéng thoi gian di thang méay. Shauna it néng nhiét hon moi khi, gitt trang thai hoi tach biét. Ngudi ngoai c6 thé
cho rang nhur thé 1 hop 1y, ring Shauna dang dé cho chi gai va em trai dwoc riéng tur trong ln tai hop diu dang nay. Ngudi ngoai d6 khong hiéu sy khéc
nhau giita Shauna va Cher. Shauna nhit quan khing khiép C6 dé& cau gian, hay doi hoi, hai hudc, rong hwong va chung thily virot Ién trén moi gi6i han.
C6 khong bao g6 deo mit na hay gia vo. Neu tir dién dong nghia phan nghiia ciia ban c6 mdt muc tir tréai nghia va ban tim cum “b&n lén”, hinh anh phdn
thuc ctia c6 s& liéc xéo ban ngay. Shauna sdng bang khudn mit thit ctia minh. C6 s& khong I mdt budc néu tat vao mit ¢b bang mot tiu chi.

Thir gi d6 bén trong t6i bt dau bi kich dong.

Khi dén can ho, Linda va Shauna liéc nhin nhau. Tay Linda budng khoi t6i. “Shauna mudn néi chuyén riéng véi em trude,” chi néi. “Chi s& & trong bép.
Em nuion an sandwich khong?”

“Camon chi,” t6i noi.

Linda hon t6i va siét chit mot 1in nira, nhw thé dé chéic chin ring t6i van ¢ d6 va bang xwong bang thit. Chi voi ra khoi phong, Toi nhin Shauna. C6 vin
giit khoang cach. Toi chia tay ra theo kiéu “sao nao”.

“Tai sao cdu bd chay?”” Shauna hoi.

“Té nhan mot cai email nita,” t61 ndi.

“Tai tai khoan Bigfoot?”

“Phai.”

“Sao nd lai dén qua mudn nhur thé?”

“Co ay str dung mat ma,” t6i noi. “N6 khién t¢ mét thoi gian m6i nghi ra.”
“Mat mé kiéu gi?”

Toi giai thich vé Bat Lady va Teenage Sex Poodles.

Khi t61 néi xong, ¢d ndi, “DPo 1a Iy do tai sao cdu str dung may tinh & ctra hang Kinko? Cau nghi ra khi di dao véi Chloe?”
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“Thé chinh x4c cai email d6 viét gi?”

To6i khong hiéu tai sao Shauna lai hoi tat ca nhitng cau hoi nay. Nhu nhitng diéu t6i vira n6i & trén Ay, Shauna la mbt ngudi theo kiéu toan canh hoan
toan. Chi tiét khong phaila dlemma.nh cta ¢0; ching chi khién lam r6i tri va loan het ca len thoi. “Co Ay mudn t6 gip ¢o ay tai Washmgton Square Park
ndm i hém qua,” t6i n6i. “C6 4y canh bao t& rang t& s& bi bam dudi. Va rdi cd 4y bao dui c6 chuyén gi ching nita, ¢6 Ay yéu t6.”

“Va do 1a ly do tai sao cdubo chay?” c6 hoi. “Pé chu khong bi 6 cude hen d6?”

Toi git dau. “Hester bao sém nhét t& khong thé duoc bao linh ra ti trede nira dém.”

“Cau c6 dén cong vién kip gio khong?”

“Co.”

Shauna budc lai gan toi. “Va?”

“Co 4y khong xut hién.”

“VAy i c4u van tin ring Elizabeth giri cho cau email d6?”

“Khong c6 101 giai thich nao khac,” t6i noi.

C6 mim cuoi khi t61 noi cau do.

“Sao?” 161 hoi.

“Céau nhé Wendy Petino ban t¢ chir?”’

“Ban ngudi maw,” t6i néi. “Lim vun nhu mdt c4i banh mréng Hy Lap.”

Shauna mim cudi khi nghe cau midu ta. “C6 a 4y dua t& cing di an trea mdt lAn” - ¢6 Bim déu ngodic kép bang hai ngdn tay - “véi thdy mo ciia ¢d ay Co
tuyén bd 6ng ta c6 thé doc duoc y nghi va ndi trude duge twong lai va nhitng thir kiéu thé. Ong ta dang gitip ¢6 néi chuyén véi ngudi me di qua cb ciia
c0. Me Wendy da tu sat khi 6 mdi sau tubi”

Toi dé co noi tiép, khong ngit 161 bang mot y hién nhién Y cau i gi thé?””. Shauna gt dang dai dong, nhung t6i biét ¢ it cuc ciing di vao van dé thoi.
“Réi bon t6 dimg xong bita trua. Bdi ban mang ca phe dén. Thiy mo ctia Wendy - tén 6ng ta | Omay g d6 - 6ng ta nhin t& cham chim bang doi it
toc mach, sang r& nhu the ndy ndy, cau biét kiéu do rdi day, va ong ta ndi cho to mot it thir ma 6ng ta cam thiy - dng ay n6i thé ddy, cam thiy - riang co
1€ t¢ la nguoi da nghi va rang t& nén noi chuyén véi linh hon t6. Cau biét t& 10i d4y. TG bao dng ta I mdt o do hoi than kinh va t& phat mét Ién Vi o vi
da an cap tién clia ban . Omay khong hé ndi gian, di nhién, Bm to thay rat kho chiu. Tuy nhién, 6 6ng ta dura cho t6 mot cai card nho va bao t& vict bét
cir cai gilén do - thir gi d6 quan trong trong cude song cua t6, mt cude hen ho, ho cta nguoi tinh, bét cir thir g t6 mudn. TG xem cai card. N trong
glong nhu mdt cai card tring binh thuong, nhung t6 van hoi liéu t& ding cdi cia t¢ duoc khong, Ong ta bao tily t6. TG Ay cacvidit ctia t& ra va lat nguoc
lai. Ong ta dura cho t& mdt cai bit, nhung mot Jan nita t& quyet dinh ding but cta minh - phong khi d6 1 mot cay but bip hay kiéu thé, 6 biét im sao
duoc, nhi? Ong ta ciing ching ¢6 y kién gi vé viée d6. R t6 viét tén cau ra. Chi Beck thoi. Ong ta By céi card. T6 theo doi tay 6 ong ta xem ¢ tréo hay

lam gi d6 khong, nhung 6ng ta chi chuyen cai card cho Wendy. Ong ta bao c6 4y camné. Ongta tim ldy tay t6. Ong ta nham n¥t lai va bat dau run ray
nhu thé dang 1én con dong kinh va t& thé 1 cam thiy thir gi &6 chay qua ngudi t6. Roi Omay mo miit ra va n6i, ‘Beck 1a ai’?”

C6 ngdi xudng di vang, Toi ciing ngdi.

“Nay nh, t6 biét nguoi ta tay chin c6 thé khéo Ko Em, nhung ma t6 c6 méit & d6. T theo doi ong ta timg i timg ti. VA t¢ gin nhwr da tin. Ormay ¢6 khé
ning dac biét. Nhur cau da ndi day, khong cé sy giai thich nao khac. Wendy ng6i d6 mim cuoi thoa mén. Té khong thé hi€u tai sao.”

“Ong ta da tim hiéu cau,” t6i ndi. “Ong ta biét vé tinh ban ctia bon minh.”

“Khong ¢6 y gi dau nhé, nhung tai sao 6ng ta khong doan t6 viét tén con trai t6 hay tén Linda? Lam thé nio ong ta biét t& s& chon cau?”

Cb 6 ly. “Vay gio cau 1a tin d6 i a?”

“Chéc thé, Beck a. T n6i t6 gin nhur d tin ma. O Omay da ding, T6 B mot ngudi da nghi. C6 thé tit ca chi cho thy 1 ong ta | mdt dng dong ba
cot, trir vi€e to biet ong ta khong phai theé. Bdi vi khdng ¢ nhitng thir nhu 6ng dong ba cot - cling chi giong nhu khong c6 thir gi nhu ma quy ca.” Co
dung lai. Khong khon khéo chit ndo ca, Shauna thin yéu cta toi.

“Vivay to di tim hiéu mdt chit,” c6 noi tiép. “Lam nguoi mau ni tiéng ¢6 loi thé 13 ban 6 thé goi cho ai cting duge va ho s€ néi chuyén voi ban. Vi thé

t& goi cho mdt tay o thuat nay ma t& da gip ¢ Broadway vai ndm trude. Ong ta nghe cau chuyén xong thi pha Ién cuoi. To bao c6 gima budn cudi thé.
Ong ta hdi t& mt cau: Co phai cai o thay mo kia lam viéc nay sau khi an khong? Té ngac nhién. Chuyén day thi c6 lién quan quai gi nhi? Nhung t& bao



phai, am thé ndo 6ng biét? Ong ta hoi bon td ¢6 ufSng ca phé khong. Mot 1an nita t& bao co. Thé o kia c6 ubng ca phé den khong? Thém mdt lan nira
t& bao cd.” Shauna gio day mim cuoi “Céu co biet Ao kia lam thé nio khong, Beck?”

Toi ki dau. “Khong ti manh mdi.”

“Khi l3o kia dura cai card cho Wendy, n6 dugc dua qua tach ca phé ca 1o ta. Ca phé den, Beck a. N6 phan chiéu nhur mot c4i gwong dy. D6 1 cach
1o ta thy t& da vict cai gl D6 chi la mot tro bip lira méy dira bo lac thoi. Pon gian, nhi? Pua cai card qua tach ca phé den va n6 nhu la dua qua mot
tam guong. T¢ gan nhu da tin 3o ta. Céu c6 hiéu di€u t& dang n6i day khong?”

“C0,” 161 ndi. “Cau nghi td ca tin nhu Flaky Wendy.”

“Diing va khong diing, Thiy khong, mot phan trd bip ctia Omay 1 dura trén sy mong mudn, Beck a. Wendy roi vao trd bip béi vi ¢6 4y mudn tin tat ca
c4i tro dé dan do.”

“Va t¢ mudn tin ring Elizabeth con song”
“Con hon bt ky ké dang chét dan chét mon trén sa mac mudn tim mdt i¢ dao,” cd n6i. “Nhung d6 thure ra ciing khong phai l y cia t6.”
“Vayy ciulh g7

“T6 biét chi vi cau khong thé thiy c6 mot 1i giai thich ndo khac khong co nghiia I 10i giai thich d6 khong ton tai. Diéu do chi c6 nghia 1 cdu khong thé
thay ma thoi.”

T6i nga ngurdi ra sau va vét chéo chan. Toi nhin ¢6. C6 quay di tranh dnh n¥it t6i, ¢6 chua bao gio lam thé ca. “Chuyén gi day, Shauna?”’
(C6 khong thé nhin thing vao it toi.

“Cau khong n6i rd rang hop 1y gi ca,” t6i noi.

“Té nght t6 ndi 13 rang bo ne...”

“T6 biét y cau ndi gi. Nhur thé nay khong gidng cau. Trén dién thoai cau bao cn ndi chuyén véi t6. Riéng, Va dé lam gi? Dé n6i cho t6 ring ¢b vo da
chét cua tg, sau rot, van chet?” Toi lac dau. “Té khdng tin.”

Shauna khong phan g,

“Noi t& nghe di,” t0i n6i.

Cb quay lai. “T6 sg,” cd n6i bang giong khién t6i dung ca toc gay.
“So cai gi?”

Cau tra 10 khong dén ngay lap tirc. Toi c6 thé nghe thiy tiéng Linda st soat trong bép, tiéng bat dia ly tach leng keng, tiép bop phat khi chi md i lanh.
“Cai 1oi canh bao dai dong ma t& vira néi voi cdu,” Shauna cudi cling tiep tuc ndi. “N6 1a danh cho té khong kém gi danh cho cau ca.”

“T¢ khong hiéu.”

“Toda théy caindy.” Giong ¢ imbat di. C6 hit mdt hoi that sau va cd mdt an nita. “Té da thiy mot thir ma Iy tri ctia t6 khong thé ndo giai thich ndi.
Ciing giong nhur trong cau chuyén cta t¢ voi Omay. To biét co giai thich khac, nhung t¢ khong thé tImthay duoc.” Tay 6 bat dau cir dong, ngon tay
bon chon SO may cai ctic 40, kéo nhitng soi chi tdng twong xudng khoi bd vest ctia ¢b. Rdi ¢d noi: “Té bt dau tin cau, Beck a. Té nghi c6 thé Elizabeth
van con song.”

Tim toi nhay vot Ién ¢b hong,

Co6 ding bat day. “To di pha mimosa ddy. Lam cting khong?”

Toi lic dau.

Cb nhin ngac nhién. “Cau chéc cau khong mudn...”

“N6i t6 biét cau thy gi, Shauna.”

“Hb so kham nghiém tir thi ctia ¢6 dy.”

Toi suyt ngdl ngira. Phai mét mot lic t6i moi tim duge giong minh. “Bang cach nao?”

“Cau c6 biét Nick Carlson ctia FBI khong?”



“Anh ta da thAm van t&,” t61 noi.

“Anh ta nghi cau v toi.”

“V6i t6 nghe khong c6 vé thé.”

“Gidr thi c6. Khi tht ca bing chimg bt dau chi vao cau, anh ta nghii moi thir 1 ring qua mirc.”
“Anh ta bao cau thé?”

“[‘I”

“Va c4u tin anh ta?”

“Té biét nghe ¢6 vé ngfly tho, nhung phai, 6 tin anh ta.”

Toi tin 10 nhén xét ctia Shauna. Néu ¢6 béo Carlson ¢6 thé tin durgc, anh ta hogc | mdt ké noi ddi tuyét héo hofic da thong t6 vy muru hai d6 vy t0i kia.
“T¢é van khong hieu,” t6i n6i. “Chuyén d6 thi dinh dang gi voi ho so kham nghiém tr thi?”?
“Carlson dén gip t6. Anh ta mubn biét cau mubn gi. Té khong ndi cho anh ta. Nhung anh ta Jin theo duge hanh dong ctia cau. Anh ta biét cau yéu cau

xem hd so kham nghiém tir thi ctia Elizabeth. Anh ta tw hoi tai sao. Vi vay anh ta goi dén vin phong ctia nhén vién diéu tra nhitng vu chét bt thudng va
lay ho so. Anh ta mang theo n6. B xem thir t& c¢d giip anh ta duoc gi khong.”

“Anh ta cho cdu xem?”
Cb gt dau.

Cb hong t6i khd ran. “Cau c6 nhin thiy nhimg birc anh chup khi kham nghiém tir thi khong?”
“Khdng c6 céindo, Beck a.”

“Sao co?”’

“Carlson nghf ai 6 da an cdp ching.”

A

C5 nhimn vai. “Nguoi duy nhét niva ky muron hd so d6 1 cha cia Elizabeth.”

Hoyt. Moi thir quay vong lai 6ng, T6i nhin ¢6. “Cau c6 xem ti g trong ban két qua khong?”
Lan ndy c6 gt dau hoi ngip ngimg hon.

“Va?”

“N6 viét ring Elizabeth c6 vin dé v6i nm tity, Beck a. Khong phai chi 3 ¢ ma tiy trong co thé 6 4y. Anh ta bao nhitng ban két qua cho thiy da ding
tir rat au roi.”

“Khong thé ndo,” t6i noi.

“C6 the ¢6, ¢6 the khong, Riéng cai d6 thoi chura dii khién t6 tin. Ngwo ta ¢6 thé che gidu viée ding ma tity. Khong dé Fim, nhung chuyén co &y con
song cling ¢6 de dau. Co the nhimg xét nghiém kia sai hoac khong c6 duoc ket qua cudi cing. Thir gi d6. Phai c6 nhitng loi giai thich, ding khong?
Bang cach nao d6 nd phai dugc gidi thich rd rang.”

Toi liém mbi. “Vay céi gi 1 khong hop Iy?”” Toi hoi.

“Chiéu cao va can niing ctia ¢d Ay, Shauna n6i. “Elizabeth duoc khai | 1m71 va ning chura ddy 49 kg.”

MOt ¢t sbe nira trong bung ti. Vo t6i cao 1m62m va niing 57 kg, “Tham chi con khong xép xi,” ti noi.

“Khong hé.”

“Cb 4y con sdng, Shauna a.”

“C6 thé,” ¢b ndi, va mit cd ddo voi vé phia bép. “Nhung con cé thir khac nira.”

Shauna quay ra va goi Linda. Linda bud6c vao khung ctra va dimg ¢ d6. Chi dot nhién tréng nho bé trong cai tap dé. Chi siét tay va lau vao phia trudc
tap dé. Toi nhin chi t6i, boi roi.



“Chuyén gi thé?” t6i noi.

Linda bit dau lén tiéng. Chi ké cho t6i vé nhitng birc anh, Elizabeth d& dén chd chi dé chup ching nhur the 1o, chi da sung sudng qua mirc khi gitt b
mét ctia nang vé& Brandon Scope nhur thé nao. Chi khong thém thit hay dura ra 101 giai thich nao, nhung r01 mot JAn nita, c6 & chi khong phéi lim thé. Chi
dimg d6 va dog toan b6 10 ra va doi chd mot ¢t danh khong thg tranh duoc. Toi Fing nghe, dau guc xudng. Toi khong thé ddi dién vai chi, nhung t6i tha
thtr d€ dang. Tat c& ching ta déu c6 nhiing vét den ctia minh. Tat ca ching ta.

Toi mudn 6m chi va bao chi ring t6i hiéu, nhung t6i khong tai ndo Bm ndi. Khi chi ndi xong, t6i chi kh& gat dau va néi, “Cam on chi da ké véiem”
Nhirng 101 ctia t6i ¢6 y 3 bd qua. Linda hiéu. Shauna v t6i ngdi d6 trong im king gan tron mot phit.

“Beck?”

“Cha Elizabeth d n6i ddi t6,” t6i noi.

C6 git dau.

“T6 phai ndi chuyén v6i 6ng dy.”

“Trude day ong Ay da khong ndi voi cau ti gi.”

Qua dung, t6i nghi.

“Céu c6 nghi Jn ndy s& khéc khong?”

Toi lo dang v nhe vao khiu Glock & cap quén. “C6 thé,” t6i noi.

Carlson chao t6i ¢ hanh lang, “Bac siBeck?” anh ta ndi.

Cing mot thdi diém phia bén kia thanh phd, van phong cong t6 quan t6 chirc mot cude hop béo. Céc phong vién mot cach tur nhién t6 thai do nghi ngd
101 giai thich long vong cua Fein vé 61, va c6 rat nhidu nhitng loi tuyén b6 birtt lai va chi tay va nhing thé loai kiéu d6. Nhung tat thay c6 vé chi im vin
dé tro nén kho hiéu. Khé hiéu c6 ich. Khé hiéu dan dén viéc dan dung lai dai dong va viée giai thich dé 1im sang to va viéc trinh bay va vai cai “viée”
khac nita. Bao chi va cong chiing ctia ho thich 161 tuong thuat don gian hon.

D6 ¢ 18 han B mdt chuyen divat va hon cho ngai Fein, nhung thét tinh ¢o, van phong cong t6 quan cting dung ding cude hop béo nay dé tung ra vai ban
cdo trang budc tdi mdt so thanh vien cp cao trong ban diéu hanh ciia thi trudong cing voi mot i ngu y ring “cac xuc tu tham nhiing” - tir ctia ho - ¢6 thé
vuon Qen ca van phong ctia nhén vat & lon kia. Truyén thong, dugc troi phii cho kha néing tp trung cta thing nhii hai tubi, ngay lp tirc tap trung vio
modn do choi moi sang 6a nay, da bién céi cli vao gam giuong,

Carlson tién v& phia toi. “T6i mudn hoi anh mot vai cau hoi”

“Khéng phai bay gio,” toi noi.

“Cha anh s¢ hitu mot khau sting,” anh ta noi.

Nhirng 1 ctia anh ta nhu khién t6i bt 1& vao nén nha. “Cai g?”

“Stephen Beck, cha anh, mua mot khdu Smith & Wesson ba muroi tim. Ho so ding ky cho biét 6ng ta mua né vai théng trude khi chét.”

“C4i do thi c6 lién quan dén chuyén gi?”’

“T6i cho 13 anh thira huéng khiu sting d6. Toi ni ding khong?”

“T6i khong ndi chuyén v6i anh.” Téi nhdn niit thang méy.

“Ching t6i da c6 nd,” anh ta n6i. Toi quay lai, sitng ngudi. “N6 & trong két sit an toan ctia Sarah Goodhart. Ciing véi nhitng birc anh.”

Toi khong thé tin diéu minh dang nghe. “Tai sao anh khong néi véi toi chuyén nay trude day?”

Carlson n& mdt nu cuoi méo mo.

“O phai, khi d6 t6i B mdt gi xAu,” toi ndi. Roi, dé ra hiéu s& quay di, t6i ndi thém. “T6i khong thiy 6 lién quan gi.”

“Chéc chin anh c6.”

T6i nhAn nit thang méy mot an niva.



“Anh d4 dén gip Peter Flannery,” Carlson tiép tuc. “Anh hoi ong ta vé vu Brandon Scope bi giét. Toi mudn biét tai sao.”
T6i nhin nit goi va giit n. “Anh da lam gi véi cai thang may phai khong?””
“Phai. Tai sao anh gip Peter Flannery.”

Tri 6c t6i nhanh chong nghi ra mdt vai bia dét. Toi nay ra mbt y tuong - mot thir nguy hiém nhung van 14 t5t nhét trong hoan canh nay. Shauna tin ngudi
nay. Co6 I& t6i cling c6 theé. Mot it ching han. P “Bdi vi anh va t6i déu c6 ctng mdi nghi ngo,” t6i noi.

“Do la cai gi?”

“C4 hai chiing ta déu tir hoi c6 phai KillRoy I ké giét vo t6i hay khong.”
Carlson khoanh tay lai. “Va Peter Flannery thi ¢6 lién quan gi dén chuyén d6?”
“Anh dang lan theo cac hanh dong cua toi, phai khong?”

“Phai.”

“To6i quyét dinh ciing am nhur thé vi Elizabeth. Tir tam nim trude. Ho va sb dién thoai ctia Flannery ¢6 trong s6 ghi chép cong viée hang ngay ciia o
ay.”

“T6i hiéu rdi,” Carlson ndi. “Va anh biét dugc gi tir chd ong Flannery.”
“Khong ¢6 g, t6i n6i doi. “Do 1 mdt ngd cut.”

“O, t6i khong nghii vy,” Carlson noi.

“Didu gi khién anh n6i thé?”

“Anh c6 quen thudc voi viée xét nghiém dan stng khong?”

“Toico xemtrén TV.”

“N6i mjt cach don gidn, mbi khu stng tao nén mdt vét hén duy nhét trén vién dan ma n6 ban ra. Vét xude, duong rach khia | duy nhat doi voi khau
stng d6. Nhu dau van tay.”

“Toi ciing biét dén thé.”

“Sau khi anh dén van phong ctia Flannery, t6i da cho ngudi xét nghiém dan cua khiu ba muroi tam chiing t6i tim thiy trong két sit an toan ctia Sarah
Goodhart thi s& khdp voi cai nao? Biet toi tim thdy gi khong?”

Téi lc dau, nhung t6i biét.

Carlson dan dir r6i m6i ndi, “Khéu stng ctia cha anh, khiu ma anh thira huong, da giét Brandon Scope.”

Mot canh clra mo ra, mdt ba me va céu con trai do tudi choai choai budc vao sanh. Cau thanh nién kia dang 1ai nhai, vai rii xuf)ng kiéu bét tuan cta do
tuoi ddy thi. M6i ba me mim lai, dau ngang cao trong tur thé khong-nuon-nghe-gi-ca. Ho tién vé phia thang may. Carlson n6i gi 6 vao cai dién dam cam
tay. Chung t61 déu bude ra xa khoi ctra thang may, mat nhin dam dam trong im ling,

“Diic vu Carlson, anh c6 nghi t6i 1a ké giét ngudi khong?”

“Sy that?” anh ta ndi. “Toi khdng con chic nira.”

Toi thiy 1oi dép ctia anh ta that déng o mo. “Dinhién, anh y thitc dugc réng, 10i khong bj bat bude phéi noi chuyén voi anh. Thy ra, t6i ¢6 theé goi
Hester Crimstein ngay bay gio va tranh khoi tat ca nhitng thir ma anh dang ¢ lam day.”

Anh ta kh6 chiu, nhung khong budn dép lai. Y anh 1 gi?”
“Cho t6i hai tiéng

“Pé hm gi?”

“Hai tiéng,” t6i nhéc lai.

Anh ta can nhic. “Véi mot dicu kién.”

“Gi?””



“Noéi cho toi biét Lisa Sherman 12 ai.”

Cai tén thuc sy 1am t61 bdi rdi. “Toi khong biét cai tén do.”

“Anh va ¢6 ta duoc gia dinh s& bay di khoi dt nude ndy t6i qua.”
Elizabeth.

“T6i khong biét anh dang néi chuyén g, t6i noi. Thang méy kéu vang. Cira xich md. Ba me mim mdi va cdu thanh nién tubi day thi vai rii xudng bude
vao trong. Ba ta nhin chiing t6i. T6i ra hi€u cho ba giit cura.

“Hai tiéng,” t6i noi.
Carlson mién cudng git dau. Toi nhay vao thang may.
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“Chi dén muon!” tay t}p chl_lp anh, ngudi nho thd noi tiéng Phap b, quat Shauna. “Va chi con trong nhu - comment dit-on? néi thé ndo nhi - nher mdt
thir vira bi giat trong bon cau ay.”

“Ttly anh, Frédéric,” Shauna d6p lai, khong biét ciing cha thém quan tim d6 c6 phai 1 tén ctia anh ta khong, “Ma anh qué & dau Ay nhi, Brooklyn 4?2
Anh ta gio tay Ién. “Toi khong thé am viéc nhu thé nay!”

Aretha Feldman, dai dién cua Shauna, lao wut t6i. “Dumg lo, Frangois. Nhén vién trang diém ctia ching t6i s& phit phép mau Ién chi dy. Chj 4y luon trong
rat tom khi vira xuat hién. Bon t6i s& quay lai ngay.” Aretha tim manh iy khuyu tay Shauna nhung nu cudi khong kém turoi di chit nao. Véi Shauna, ¢6
ta thi tham, “Chi bi cai quai quy gi theé?”

“T6i khong can cai thir khi gié nay.”

“Durng choi trod tu &i voi toi.”

“T6i da c6 mdt dém rét mét moi, okay?”

“Khong okay. Ngdi vao ghé trang diém di.”

Nghé s trang diém ha héc mom kinh hoang khi tréng thay Shauna. “Nhitng c4i bong dudi mt chi 1 cai gi thé?” anh ta gio lén. “C6 phai ching ta chuin
bi chyp quang c4o cho vali Samsonite bay gio khong?”

“Ha ha.” Shauna tién vé phia cai ghé.

“0,” Aretha n6i. “Céi ndy giri dén cho chi.” C6 ta cam mdt chiéc phong bi.
Shauna liéc nhin. “C#i gi thé?”

“Biét chét lién. Mot ngudi dua thu giao n6 murdi phit tnrde. Bao 1 khan cép.”

C6 ta dua chiéc phong bi cho Shauna. Shauna cAm bang mot tay va It lai. C6 nhin chit nguéch ngoac quen thude & mit trude phong bi - chi mot tir
“Shauna” - va cam thay bung minh quén lai.

Van nhin chim chdm vio chir viét tay, Shauna néi, “Cho t6i mt giay.”
“Bay gio khong phai Ia Iic...”
Mot giy.”

Nght s trang diém va nguoi dai dién budc di. Shauna x¢ chiéc phong bi ra. Mot i card triing khong in gi c6 clng kiéu chi viét tay roi ra. Shauna nhéit
nd kn. Cai card ngan gon: “Vao phong vé sinh nit.”
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Shauna c6 giit cho hoi thd minh binh thudng. C6 dimg day.

“Chuyén gi thé?”” Aretha noi.

“T6i phai di t&,” ¢6 n6i, sy binh tinh trong giong ndi khién ngay ca ¢6 ciing kinh ngac. “Phong vé sinh & dau?”
“O cudi hanh lang, bén tay trai.”

“Toi s& quay lai ngay.”

Hai phut sau, Shauna ddy cira phong vé sinh. N6 khong chuyén dong. C6 gd ctra. “Té ddy,” ¢b noi. Va doi.

Mot hai gidy sau, c6 nghe tiéng cht cira day bén trong. Lai im king. Shauna hit mt hoi that sau va ddy mdt lan nita. Cénh cira bt mo. C6 budc vao
trén nén gach va dimg chét cirng. O d6, phia bén kia phong, dimg & phia trede mdt phong vé sinh gan d6, 1a mdt con ma.

Shauna nén lai mot tiéng thét.

B6 téc gia mau den, nguoi gay di, doi kinh gong bang day - khong thir néo trong ching c6 thé lim bién d6i vat rd ranh ranh kia.
“Elizabeth...”

“Khda cira lai, Shauna.”

Shauna lam theo khong suy nghi. Khi ¢ quay lai, ¢6 budc mdt bude vé phia ngudi ban cii. Elizabeth L lai.

“Lam on, ching minh khong c6 nhiéu thdi gian dau.”

C6 & I 1an dAu tién trong doi, Shauna khong tim thiy 16i ndo dé noi

“Cau phai thuyét phuc Beck t& da chét rdi,” Elizabeth noi.

“Hoi bi muon roi.”

Mt ¢6 6t doc can phong nhu thé tim mot 16 thoat hiém. “T6 da sai lim khi quay trd lai. Mot sai am ngu ngbe, cuc ngu ngde. To khong thé & lai
dugc. Cau phai bao véi anh ay...”

“Bon t& dd xem ho so kham nghiém tir thi, Elizabeth a,” Shauna néi. “S& khong thé nio nhét vi thin nay vao lai trong chai duoc nira dau.”

Meit Elizabeth nhim lai.

Shauna n6i, “Chuyén quai gi da xay ra thé?”

“Quay trd lai a mdt sai Am.”

“Ua, cau da noi cai do roi.”

Elizabeth bt dau cin cin mdi dudi. Roi: “T6 phai di ddy.”

“Cau khong thé,” Shauna noi.

“Sao?”

“Céau khong thé chay trdn mot [An nita.”

“Néu t& 6 lai, anh Ay s& chét.”

“Cau Ay da chét sin roi,” Shauna noi.

“Cau khong hiéu dau.”

“Khong phai hiéu. Néu ’céu'b(") cau éy n}ff)t 14n nita, cau éy sé khépg sépg sOt ndi dau. Té da doi cau éy tAmnam dé xép moi chuyén lai. D6 1 diéu dugc
cho I s€ xay ra, cau bict day. Nhimg vét throng s€ lanh. Cude song tiep tuc. Nhung khong phai voi Beck.” C6 tién mdt bude vé phia Elizabeth. “To
khong thé dé cau chay tron mdt Ian nita.” Cé nudc trong bon con niit.

“Té khong quan tim tai sao cdu bo di,”” Shauna ndi, nhich lai gan hon. “T6 chi quan tim ciu d quay trd vé.”

“Té khong thé & lai duge,” ¢d yéu 6t noi.



“Cau phai ¢ lai.”
“Ngay ca néu diéu d6 c6 nghiia 1 anh Ay & chét?”

“Phai,” Shauna n6i khong hudng r. “Ngay ca thé. Va ciu biét diéu & dang n6i  thit. D6 1 Iy do vi sao cau & ddy. Céu biét cau khong thé bo di mdt
JAn ni¥a. Va cau biét t& s& khong dé cau m thé.”

Shauna tién thém mot budc nita.

“Té da qua mét moi vi phai chay trdn,” Elizabeth kh& néi. “T6 khong biét phai lam gi nira.”

“Té ciing thé. Nhung chay trén khong phai 1 Ia chon lan nay. Giai thich vi cau 4y, Elizabeth a. Dé cau dy hiéu.”
Elizabeth nging dau Ién. “Cau biét t¢ yéu anh Ay nhiéu dén nhuong ndo ma?”

“Ua,” Shauna néi, “t¢ biét.”

“Té khong thé dé anh 4y bi ton thurong,”

Shauna n6i, “QuA mudn roL.”

Gidr day ho dimg, cach nhau chua ddy nira mét. Shauna mudn viron ngudi t6i va 6m Elizabeth, nhung c6 van dimg yén.
“Cau c6 s6 goi duge cho anh dy khong?” Elizabeth noi.

“Co, cau éy cho t6'sb di dong...”

“Bao anh 4y Dolphin. T4 s& gip anh iy ¢ do i nay.”

“T6 khong biét cai d6 c6 nghia quai gl.”

Elizabeth nhanh chong hr6t qua ¢, liéc trom ra bén ngoai cira phong vé sinh, én ra ngoai. “Anh 4y s& hiéu,” ¢6 n6i. Va rdi co di mat.
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Nhur moi khi, Tyrese va t6i ngdi & ghé sau. Bau troi bubi sang méu xam tro, mau cta bia mo. Toi chi cho Brutus chd 13 sau khi ching t6i qua ciu George
Washington. Pang sau cap kinh ram, Tyrese chim chii nhin it t6i. Cudi ctng anh hoi, “Chung ta di dau?”

“Nha bb me vo ti.”

Tyrese doi t6i ndi thém.

“Ong 4y Ia mot canh sat,” t6i n6i thém.

“Ong 4y tén gi?”

“Hoyt Parker.”

Brutus mim cuoi. Tyrese cling cuoi.

“Cau biét ong 4y?”

“Chua bao g dich than lam viéc voi ong 4y, nhung, tra, t6i nghe céi tén d6 roi.”
“Y caula g, hm viée vi ong Ay?”

Tyrese khong n6i gi nira. Ching t6i dén ria thi trin. T6i da trai qua mot vai kinh nghiém phi thyre trong ba ngity vira qua - coi nhur “di xe cira kinh mau
qua khu minh tirng song cting véi hai tay buoén ma tiy” 1a mot trai nghiém nira.

T6i chi cho Brutus 18 vai lin nira rdi ching t6i dimg lai & mot khoang duong ning-triu-ky-tre trén Goodhart.


http://ebookfull.net

Toi bude ra. Brutus va Tyrese vyt di. Toi tién v& phia cura va ling nghe tiéng chudng dai. Nhiing ddm méy da tré nén sam mau hon. M0t tia chop x¢ toac
bau troi. Toi nhan chubng mot lan nita. Con dau dich xudng canh tay t6i. Toi van dau chet dugc vi bi qua stre va ca bi tra tan tir ngiy hom qua. Trong
mot khoanh khac, t61 d€ minh tyr hoi chuyén gi s€ xay ra néu Tyrese va Brutus khong xuat hién. Roi toi day that luc cai y nghi d6 di

Cudi ciing t6i nghe Hoyt n6i, “Ai d6?”

“Beck,” t0i noi.

“Cira mo déy.”

Toi v6i qué dm cira. Tay toi ding lai mdt inch trude khi cham vao néim ddm bang dong Ky la. Toi da dén noi ndy vo s in trong doi minh, nhung chua
bao gio nh¢ la Hoyt lai hoi ai dang dimg ¢ ctra ca. Ong 14 loai nguoi thich d6i dau tryc tiép hon. Khong c6 tro tron trong bui ram voi Hoyt Parker. Ong
khong so bat cur thir gi, va me ki€p, ong s€ chirng minh ra ngd ra khoai diéu d6. Ban nhan chudng nha 6ng, dng md ctra va doi dién tuyét doi voi ban.
To6i nhin phia sau minh. Tyrese va Brutus da dirdi - ling vang trude nha mdt canh sat trong khu ngoai 6 ctia dan da triing khong khon ngoan Em dau.
“Beck?”

Khong ¢6 Ira chon khéc. T6i nghi #én khau Glock. Khi dat tay tréi Ién nim dAm ctra, t6i dich tay phéi lai gin hong minh. Chi phong khi. T6i xoay ndm
damva day ctra. Pau t6i nhoai qua chd hé md.

“Bb & trong bép,” Hoyt goi ra.

T6i bude vao trong va dong cira lai sau minh. Cn phong day mii thudc tiy hong chanh, mdt trong nhitng nhan hiéu dé che day kiéu bit-kin-16-lai. Toi
nghi cai mii ndy ngot ngao gia tao.

“Anh mudn an gi khong?”” Hoyt hoi.

Toi van khong thé nhin thiy ong. “Khong, cam on.”

Toi chét vt di qua ddng Ion x0n vé phia bép. Toi nhin théy nhimg tAm anh cil trén bé b sudi, nhung lin niy khong cau méy. Khi chan dt xudng I6p 1ot
san nha, t01 d¢ mat minh hr6t quanh can phong. Trong rong. Toi toan quay lai khi cam thy kim loai lanh gi vao thai dwong minh. Mot ban tay dot ngot
luon quanh ¢ t6i va gidt manh ra sau.

“Anh mang sung a, Beck?”

T6i khong ctr dong hay noi.

Véi khiu stng van niim & chd d6, Hoyt dit tay 1én c6 t6i rdi An xudng ngudi t6i. Ong tim thiy khau Glock, 16i n6 ra, d4 né trén I6p 6t san.

“Ai dura anh toi day?”

“MOot vai ngudi ban,” ti ¢b noi.

“Ban kiéu gi?”

“Chuyén quai gi day, Hoyt?”

Ong Iiii ra sau. Téi quay lai. Khiu sting nhim vio ngyre t6i. Hong stng trong khdng 10 vai t6i, md ra nhur mdt céi miéng rong hoéc sin sang nudt tron toi.
Kho long ma danh nit khoi cai hong den va lanh do.

“Anh dén day dé giét b6?” Hoyt hoi.

“Céi gi? Khong.” T6i budc minh nhin 1én. Hoyt khong cao rau. Mt ong long Ién, co thé nga nghiéng, udng, ubng rit nhiéu.
“Ba Parker dau?” t6i hoi.

“Ba Ay an toan.” Mot cu tra 1 ky quic. “Bb dira ba dy dirdi”

“Tai sao?”

“B nghi anh biét.”

C6 thé t6i biét. Hoac chuén bi biét.

“Tai sao con lai mudn Am bd bi dau chir, Hoyt?”



Ong van chia khau sting vao nguc t6i. “C6 phai anh luén mang theo vii khi gidu trong ngudi khong, Beck? B ¢6 thé tong anh vao i1 vi vide d6.”
“Bb da xtt véi con rat t& rdi,” toi dap lai.

Mt 6ng diu xubng. Mot tiéng rén ri nho nhod thoat ra khoi mdi ong.

“Ching ta d4 hoa tang thi thé ctia ai, Hoyt?”

“Anh khong biét ch6 gi.”

“Con biét Elizabeth vin con song,” t6i noi.

Vai 6ng thong xyéng, nhung klﬁu sting van & nguyén chd cii. Toi thiy tay cérp sting ctia Ong siét chit, va trong mdt khoanh khéc, toi chéic 6ng sip stra
ban. T6i can nhic viéc nhay bién di, nhung khdng thé duge vi 6ng dé dang bat t6i lai ngay.

“Ngdi xubng di,” 6ng nhe nhang néi.

“Shauna d nhin thiy két qua kham nghiém tr thi. Bon con biét khong phai Elizabeth trong cai nha xéc d6.”

“Ngdi xubng di,”” 6ng lap lai, nang khiu stng 1én mot chit va t6i tin Ong s& ban néu t6i khong nghe 10i. Ong dura ti lai vio trong phong khéach. Toi ng01
trén cai di ving gom guoc da chimg kién biét bao gidy phut ky niém, nhung toi ¢6 cam giac nhimg gidy phut d6 s& i nhitng tia lira 1oe 1én bén canh dong

lira 16n chuéin bi nudt tron ciin phong ndy.

Hoyt ngdi dbi dién véi toi. Khau sing van gio' cao nhédm vao ngue t6i. Ong khong dé cho tay minh nghL Mot phan ctia nghé nghiép, t0i nghi thé. Sur kiét
qué ri ra tir 6ng. Ong trdng nhur mdt qua bong bay c6 mdt 16 cham kim, xep dan mi gin nhur khong thé nhan thiy duroc.

“Chuyén gi da xay ra?” t6i hoi.
Ong khong tra 1o cau hoi ctia 161, “Diéu gi khién anh nghi riing con bé con séng?”

Toi dimg lai. O day ti ¢ thé sai u? C6 thé nao dng khong biét khong? Khong, tdi quyét dinh chong vénh. Ong da nhin thiy thi thé trong nha chira xic.
Ong chinh 14 ngudi nhan dang nang, Ong phai ¢6 dinh lu. Nhung t61 nhé¢ dén céi email.

DPimng no6i mot ai..
C6 phai 14 sai im khong khi dén day?

M6t lan nira khong, L thur d6 da dwoc giri trude tat ca moi chuyén ndy - trén thuc té  trong mot cude sdng khéc. Toi phai ra quyét dinh tai dy. Toi
phai kién tri, phai hanh dong,

“Anh gap nd a?” dng hoi toi.
“Khong”

“N6 & dau?”

“Con khong biét,” t61 noi.

Hoyt d6t nhién hat dau lén. Ong ra hiéu cho t6i im king bang mdt ngon tay dt trén mdi. Ong dimg dy va ron rén di vé phia cira s6. Nhitng c4i bong d6
dai. Ong hé nhin sang phia bén.

Toi diing day.

“Ngdi xubng.”

“Bén con di, Hoyt.”

Ong nhin t6i.

“Cb ay gap ric 16i,” toi noi.

“Va anh nghif anh c6 thé gitip con bé?” Ong thdt ra mdt tiéng nhao bang, “Bb da ciru ca hai mang song ctia cac con démhémdo. Anh da lam gi?”
Toi cam thiy thir gi d6 trong ngure minh co rit lai. “Con bi danh bat tinh,” t6i noi.

“Phai.”

“B...” Toi ling bing khong nén 1i. “BS ciru bon con?”



“Ngoi xuong.”
“Neu bo biet co ay o dau...”
“Ching ta s€ khdng ¢ cudc noi chuyén nay,” ong ket thiic.

Toi tién mdt bude vé phia 6ng, Roi mdt budc nira. Ong chia khiu sing vao toi. Toi bude tiép cho t6i khi hong sting gi vio xwong trc minh. “B6 s& ndi
cho con biét,” t61 noi. “Hodc 1a bo s€ giet con.”

“Anh san long choi canh bac d6?”

To6i nhin thing vao mét ong va thuc sy nhin bang anh mét trén trbi, colela Jan dAu tién trong mdi quan hé da bao lau nay ctia ching t6i. Thir gi d6 ot
qua gitra ching t61, méc du t6i khong chic I cai gi. Sy nhurong b vé phén 6ng, c6 18, t61 khong biét. T6i van kién quyét. “Bb c6 biét con nhé con gai bd
nhiéu dén mirc ndo khong?”

“Ngdi xudng, David.”

“Khong cho dén khi...”

“Bd s& n6i cho anh,” 6ng nhe nhang néi. “Ngdi xudng di.”

T6i vira nhin ong vira ngdi xubng céi di ving. T6i nga nguoi xudng cai gdi twa. Ong diit khdu sting Ién ci ban bén canh. “Anh mudn ung khong?”
“Khong.”

“T6t hon i anh nén ung.”

“Khong phai bay gio.”

Ong nhiin vai va di vé phia quy bar c6 thé ap lai voi dan ly tha xubng. N6 da cii va xoc xéch. Nhitng céi ly xép 1on xon, va leng keng vao nhau, va t6i
chiic chiin hon bao gty hét day khong phai la ]an d4nh pha d4u tién ctia ong vao cai tii ruou trong ngly homnay. Ong tir tir rot rurou. Toi mudn giue ng,
nhung dén lic nay t6i da héi thiic ¢ r6i. Ong can ruou, t6i biét thé. Ong dang tap trung nhimg y nghi lai, sip xép ching, xem xét cac khia canh. Toi
mong doi nhur the.

Ong cam cai ly bang c hai tay va ngdi thup xubng ghé. “Bb chua bao gio quy anh cho Jam,” 6ng noi. “Khong phai la do riéng tur hay gi. Anh xudt than tir
mdt gia dinh tot. Cha anh ki mdt ngudi t6t, va me anh, & U, baa 4y da cb ging, phai khong” Mot tay cam ly ruou con tay kia thi vo toc. “Nhung bd nghi

quan hé cua anh voi con gai b,o” - ong nhin [én, tim trén t,ran nha nhitng tir ngit - & thir trd ngai cho sw phat trién ctia con bé. By gio... o, biy gid bd
nhén ra ¢ hai dra d3 may man dén mirc ky di€u nhu theé nao.”

Can phong 4m Ién vai d6. T6i cb khong cir dong, tho khé hét mire, khong mot thir gi quiy rdy 6ng.

“BJ s& bit dau tir cai dém & hd,” ong n6i. “Khi bon ching tom con bé.”

“Ai tom ¢d 4y?”

Ong nhin xudng céi ly ctia minh. “Dirng ngit 161, ong n6i. “Chi nghe thoi.”

Toi gat dau, nhung ong khong thiy. Ong vén dang nhin chém cham vao ly ruou ctia minh, ding 1 dang tim cau tra 1oi & day ly.

“Con biét ai tomcon bé,” dng noi, “hoac bay gio con nén biét. Hai g4 ma ho tim thdy duoc chon ¢ do.” Anh it 6ng dot nhién hrot qua can phong. Ong
chdp lay khau sting va dirng day, lai nhin ctra s6 mdt lan nita. T6i muon hoi 6ng chd doi nhin thay cai gi ngoai kia, nhung t6i khong muodn pha hong nhip
diéu ctia 6ng,

“Em trai b va bd dén chd ho mudn. Gan nhur qué mudn. Chiing ta d Ién ké hoach chéin chiing gitra duong ngay chd con duong dat. Con biét chd hai
phién da cha?”

Ong liéc vé phia cira s6, rdi nhin lai toi. Toi biét hai phién dé d6. Ching néim céch HO Charmaine khodng tm trim mét trén con duong dat. Ca hai déu
rat 1on, ca hai déu tron, ca hai gan nhur cing kich ¢3, ca hai déu nammot cach can ximg hai bén duong, C6 du moi truyén thuyét k& chuyén lam thé nao
ching nam & do.

“Bon })6 'nép déng sau hai tang d4, Ken va bd. Khibon ching dén @n, bd bin nb mdt lép xe. Bon chiing durng lai dé kiém tra. Khibon chiing ra khoi
xe, bo ban vao dau ca hai thang.”

Lai nhin ra ngoai ctra s6 thém mdt lan nita, Hoyt quay lai ghé ctia minh. Ong diit vii khi xudng va lai tiép tuc tran trdi nhin Iy ruou. Toi ngim miéng va doi.

“Griffin Scope thué hai théing d6,” ong n6i. “Ching dinh s& tra hoi Elizabeth rdi giét con bé. Ken va bd da nghe ngong biét duoc ké hoach va di dén chd
cai ho dé ngan chan chiing,” Ong gio tay Ién nhu theé dé ngan mdt cau hoi, méc du t6i khong dadm mé miéng ra. “Nhitng cau héi lam theé ndo va tai sao



khong quan trong, Griffin Scope mubn Elizabeth chét. D6 la it thay nhirmg gi con can biét. Va o ta & khong dimg kai chi vi mbt vai thing nhai cua o
bi gict. Con c6 rat nhicu thang dén tir cho Ko nira. Lao giong nhw mot trong nhitng con qudi vét trong thn thoai khi minh chét dau thi n6 lai moc thém hai
cainita.” Ong nhin toi. “Anh khong thé chién dau chong lai kiéu strc manh d6 duoc, Beck a.”

Ong nhdp mdt ngum I6n. T6i van ngdi yén.

“B6 mudn anh quay tro lai cai démdo va dat minh vao dia vi ctia bon bé ong noi tiép, dich lai gn hon. “Hai g3 dang nidm chét trén con duong dat. Mot
trong nhitng ngudi c6 quyen lre béc nhét trén thé gidi cir ching dén giét anh. Lio ta khong hé day dirt khi cir nhitng nguoi vo t0i dén giét anh. Anh biét
1am gi? Ctr cho 1 minh quyét dinh di bao canh sat. Minh s& n6i gi voi ho? Mot ngudi nhu Scope khong dé lai ti chimg ctr ndo - va ngay ca khi ¢6, ko c6
nhiéu canh sat va thim phén trong tti o hon s0 toc b ¢6 trén dau minh. Ching ta s& chét. Vi vy, bd hoi anh, Beck a. Anh & d6. Anh c6 hai ngudi dan
ong nam chét trén mat dat. Anh biét moi chuyén s& khong két thic ¢ d6. Anh s& lim gi?”

Toi coi cau hoi chi 3 mdt cau hoi khong can phéi co cau tra oi.

“Vivay bd trinh bay nhitng sur viée nay cho Ehzabeth, ciing nhur bé trinh bay cho anh nghe bay gi. BS bao con bé rang Scope s& tiéu diét ching ta dé
giét con bé. Néu con bé chay trdn - néu n6 trén & chd ndo do, ching han - Fo ta s& tra tan ching ta cho dén khi chung ta bude phai tir bo con bé. Hodc
3o s& theo sau vo bd. Hodic chi gii anh. Lio s& m bat cir diéu gi ¢6 thé dé chéc chén ring Elizabeth s& bi tim thiy va giét chét.” Ong nhoai ngudi gan
hon vé phia t6i. “Béy gioy anh thiy chira? Anh c6 thdy cau tra 1i duy nhét khong?”

Toi git dau boi vi moi thir dot nhién 13 ranh ranh. “B6 phai khién cho bon ching nghi réng c6 Ay da chét.”
Ong mim cudi, va khdp nguoi t6i ndi da ga. “Bo ¢6 1t tién danh dum. Em trai bd Ken c6 nhidu hon. Bon bd ciing ¢6 nhitng chd giao thiép. Elizabeth s&
song bi mat. Bon bo dua nd ra nude ngoai. Con bé cit toc, hoc cach gid trang, nhung the chac han 2 qua dang qua mirc. Khong mét ai thuc su tim

kiém con bé. Trong tim nam qua, né lang bat & cc nurde thir ba, lim viéc cho 6 chire Chit thap do hay UNICEF hay bét cir t6 chirc ndo n6 c6 thé
tham gia.”

Toidoi Co qua nhidu thir 6 ong chua ké hét voi 61, nhung ti van ngdi yen. Toi dé cho nhing ban khoan bia 4n ngamvao nguoi va lam lay chuyen t01 tén

gbc. Elizabeth. Nang con song. Nang con song subt tdm nam qua. Nang van dang thd, séng va Bm viée... Quéa nhidu thir dén mirc khong tinh nbi, mdt
trong nhimg chd hoc khé hiéu ctia bai toan khién méy tinh tt phut.

“Anh chéc han tw hoi vé thi thé & nha xac.”

Toi cho phép minh git ddu mt cai.

“Thuc sy kha don gidn. Nhitng 6 gii khong ai biét cai d thi day. Ho hru trir dé nghién ctru bénh hoc cho dén khi chén nghy lén. Roi bon b rinh theo
ddi ho tai mot nghia dia hoang Roosevelt Island. B6 chi doi cho dén khi c6 mdt ngudi twong doi giong Elizabeth xuét hién. Lau hon b6 nghil. C6 kia hén
lé, mit ké clay trc}n bi chi ch@a dam chét, phu’ng, dinhién, bqn bo s& khong bqo gio biét chac dugc. B()nrbé ciing khong thf: dé vu an giét Elizabeth con
tiep tuc mo dé diéu tra. Con c@n mdt ké hién than, Beck a. Bé d(’)ng ]ai.‘ Bon b6 chon Kil]Roy: Ai cling biét‘Ki]lRoy dong giéu Ién mﬁt nan nhan chir cai
K. Vivay bon b6 ciing lam the v6i ttr thi kia. Chi con lai mbi mt van d€ la nhan dang. Bon b6 tinh thi€u phan trude co thé, nhung thé cling ¢ nghia la
dinh dang dén kiém tra réng va rdi tat ca. Vivéy bon bo danh licu. Hai loai toc khop. Nude da va tudi cling ding. Bon bo quang thi thé d6 vao thi tran
thong qua van phong ctia mt nhan vién di€u tra nhiing vu chét bat thurong nho nho. Bon b6 goi dién thoai ndc danh dén ding cho canh sat cta bon bo.
Bon bo chdc chin lam sao dé khi dén van phong cta nhén vién phap y thi ding cting e voi thi the kia. Va tat thay nhimg gi bo phai lam 14 m0t pha nhan
dang dam nude nt. Héu hét cac nan nhén bi giét déu dugc nhin dang nhu thé. Mot ngudi than trong gla dinh nhén dang ho. B0 cling lam the, va Ken
khang dinh ctiing voi bo. Ai s€ nghi ngd viée d6? Lam sao mdt ngurdi cha va mot nguoi chil co the néi doi?”

“Bd da mao hiém khing khiép,” t6i noi.

“Nhung ching ta con ¢6 Iyra chon ndo khac nita?”

“Phai c6 cach khac.”
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Chuong 43

Ong nhoai lai gan hon. Toi ngiri thy hoi thér cia dng. Nép da chiing & dudi mit ong co lai. “Mot I nita, Beck a, anh & trén con duong dét 6 véi hai
thi thé - chét tiét, anh bay gio' ngdi ngay day ma hurong loi sau moi chuyén. Vay ni bo nghe: ching ta 1& ra da nén lam gi?”

To1 khong co cau tra [oi.

“Ciing c6 nhitng van dé khac nita,” Hoyt n6i thém ng61 nga ra sau mdt chit. “Bon bd khong bao gios hoan toan g:hf;lc chén ngudi ctia Scope ¢6 tin toan
bd man sap dat d6 hay khong, May mén cho bon bo, hai tén ha tién kia dugc cho 1a s& ra nudc ngoai sau vu giét nguoi. Bon bo tim thay vé mady bay
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Buenos Aires trén nguoi ching. Ching déu 12 thé loai phiéu bat, khong dang tin cdy. Nho thé ma cd ich. Ngudi ctia Scope tin, nhung bon ching y?m theo
ddi bon bo - khdng sat sao Iam vi bon chiing khong nghii con bé con song, nhung bon chiing lo rang con bé ¢é thé dua cho mit trong chiing ta bang
chirng bugc to1.”

“Bang chimg budc ti gi?”

Ong bé qua cau hoi. “Nha anh, dién thoai ctia anh, hin i ca vin phong. Bon ching da diit miy nghe trom trong sudt tam ndm qua. BS ciing thé.”

Piéu d6 giai thich cho nhirng c4i emmil can trong. Toi dé miit minh tho thén hrét quanh phong,

“Bb da g sach ching hém qua,” 6ng n6i. “Can nha gio sach s&.”

Khi 6ng im ing trong mdt Iic, t6i mao hiém dat mot cau hoi. “Tai sao Elizabeth lai chon thoi diém bay gio dé quay lai?”

“B6i vi nd ngu ngde,” ong n6i va lan da‘}u tién, t6i nghe thiy sur gidn dir trong giong ng. Toi cho dng chit thoi gian. Ong binh tinh lai, miu do tran kén
khu6n mit dang tan di dan. “Hai thi th€ bon bo chon,” 6ng khé noi.

“Chiing lam sao?”

“Elizabeth theo dai tin tirc trén Internet. Khi con bé doc duoc ching bi khim phé ra, nd ciing nhur bd, hiéu ring nha Scope ¢6 thé khdm phé ra s that.”
“Rang cd 4y van con song?”

“Phai.”

“Nhung néu ¢6 4y van & nurdc ngoai, van phéi vat va va mat rét nhidu thoi gian moi tim dugc c6 dy.”

‘Bé cling n6i voi n6 thé. Nhung n6 bao chuyén d6 s khong ngin dugc bon ching. Bon chiing s& theo sau bd. Hodc me n. Hodic anh. Nhung” - mit
lan nita 6ng dirng lai, guc dau xuong - “bd khong bict tat thay nhirng chuyén d6 quan trong dén mirc nao.”

“Y bo mudn ndi gi?”

“Thinh thoang bd nghil con bé mudn chuyén nay xay ra.” Ong nghich nghich ci ly, lic lc vién da. “N6 mudn quay lai véi anh, David a. B6 nghi nhitng thi
thé kia chi ] c4i ¢6 ma thoi”

Toi doi mdt lan nira. Ong ubng thém mot chit. Ong lai liéc nhin ra ngoai cira s6 lan nita.
“Pén phién anh,” dng béo toi.
“Sao co?”

“BS mudn vai cu tra 1 bay gid,” ong néi. “Chéng han nhur n6 lién lac véi anh bang cach nao. Lam thé nao anh chay trdn duge canh sét. Anh nghi con
bé dang o dau.”

Té1 ludng by, nhung khf)ngwléu lim Toi thue su con ¢6 lra chon ndo khéc nira day? “Elizabeth lién lac véi con bﬁng email nac danh. Co éy 1n6i dén mat
mA ma chi minh con mai hiéu dwroc.”

“Mat i kiéu gi?”

“Cb Ay n6i dén nhitng thir lién quan trong qua khir ctia bon con.”

Hoyt git diu. “Con bé biét bon ching c6 thé dang theo dai.”

“Vang,” T6i nhép nhdm trong ghé. “BS biét bao nhiéu vé& bon tay chan ciia Griffin Scope?” t6i hoi,
Trong Ong boi ri. “Tay chan?”

“Lio ta c6 mot tay tro thit chdu A co bap khong?”

Bit cir mau ndo con i trén khudn méit Hoyt gio cling déu chay tran ra nhur thé thong ra. tir mdt vét thuong ho. Ong nhin t6i sor hai, gan nhur thé ong mubn
lam dau thanh gi. “Eric Wu,” 6ng ndi bang mdt giong nhu hét hoi.
“Con gip Ngai Wuhémqua.”

“Khong the nao,” dng noi.

“Tai sao?”



“Anh s& khong thé con séng.”

“Con gip may.” Toi ké cho dng nghe cau chuyén. Ong trong nhur sép phét khoc.

“Néu Wu tim thiy con bé, néu héin giip con bé trude khi héin gip anh...” Ong nhéim mit lai, cAu wée cho hinh anh Ay bién di.
“Hén khong tim thiy c6 4y,” ti noi.

“Lam thé nao anh chic chan dén thé?”

“Wu mudn biét tai sao con dén cong vién. Néu hin da c6 ¢b Ay rdi, tai sao con budn quan tim chuyén d6?”

Ong cham chim gat dau. Ong ubng hét ly ruou va rét cho minh mdt ly nita. “Nhung bay gior ching biét con bé con sdng,” 6ng ndi. “Diu d6 c6 nghia 1
chiing s€ bam theo sau ching ta.”

“Vay ching ta s¢ chién dAu lai,” t6i n6i voi su gan da 16n hon t6i cam tlﬁy rAt nhidu,

“Anh khong nghe b Iic trude. Con quéi vat trong than thoai tiép tuc moc thém nhiing c4i dau.”

“Nhung cudi cling, ngudi anh hing luon luén danh bai con quéi vat.”

Ong cudi nhao bang, Dang thdi, t6i xin ndi thém. T6i van nhin 6ng, Chiéc dong hd kéu ding-dong, T6i nghii vé né thém mot lic nita.
“Bb phai ké cho con phin con lai,” toi ndi.

“Khong quan trong.”

“Chuyén niy ¢6 lién quan dén vu Brandon Scope bi giét, phai khong?”

Ong lic dau khong tin.

“Con biét Elizabeth da cho Helio Gonzalez ching c& ngoai pham” ti noi.

“Khong quan trong, Beck a. Tin bd di.”

“Pa ¢ do, da lam viéc do, va da bi dinh chudng,” t6i noi.

Ong 1am thém mdt top ruou.

“Elizabeth gitt mot két sit an toan dang ky tén Sarah Goodhart,” t6i n6i. “Ho tim thiy nhitng birc anh & d6.”

“Bd biét,” Hoyt néi. “Pémhém dé bon bé rat voi. BS khong biét conb¢ da dua chia khoa cho ching. Bon b ddc ti ching ra, nhung bb khong kiém
tra gidy chiing. Tuy nhién, chuyén d6 ciing khong quan trong. Bo khong c6 y dinh dé ching bi phat hién.”

“Co Ay khong chi dé anh trong cai hop d6,” t6i ndi tiép.

Hoyt cén trong dt Iy ruou xudng,

“Khau sting cii ctia bd con ciing ¢ trong d6. Mot khau ba muroi tam. BS nhd chir?”

Hoyt nhin di chd khéc va giong dng dot nhién mém mong. “Smith & Wesson. BS gitp ong 4y chon nd.”
T6i thay minh lai bt d4u run bén kén. “Bb ¢6 biét Brandon Scope bi giét bang khéu sung d6 khong?”
Mt ong nhdm chit lai, nhu mot dtra tré cAu wde con e mong tan bién di.

“K¢é cho con chuyén gi da xay ra, Hoyt.”

“Anh biét chuyén gi d4 xay ra.”

Toi khong chin ndi con run. “Du thé ndo ching nita, ké cho con di”

MBbi 10 thét ra nhur mdt ¢t danh vao ngudi toi. “Elizabeth ban Brandon Scope.”

Toi ic dau. Toi biét do khong phai 1 syr thét.

“Con b¢ lam viée chung voi thing day sudt, cai cong vice tir thién 4y. Chi I van d& thoi gian khi nao thi con bé phat hién ra s that. Ring Brandon dang
diéu hanh mdt thtr ctia ng, choi trd mdt thang dau trdu it ngwa dudng pho. Ma tly, mai ddm, bo tham chi con khong biet con trd gi nita.”



“Co ay chua bao gio ké cho con.”

“N6 khong ké cho bét cir ai, Beck a. Nhung Brandon phét hién ra. N6 dénh ddp con bé chét di song lai dé canh céo. Dinhién khi d6 bd khong biét. N6
cting ké cho bo cau chuyén tai nan 6t6 t€ hai.”

“C Ay khong giét hin,” t6i khiing khing,

“Do 1 twr v&. Vi con bé van theo dudi viéc diéu tra, Brandon da dot nhip vao nha anh va in ndy hén mang theo mjt con dao. Hén lai gin con bé... va
16 bén hén, tyr vé hoan toan.”

Toi khong thé ngén viéc minh Iic dAu lién tuc.

“Con bé khoc goi bd. BS chay xe dén nha anh. Khi bd dén do,” ng dimg lai, nin tho, “hén da chét roi. Elizabeth cam khau sing trong tay. Con bé mudn
bb goi canh sat. B6 thuyét phyc n6 dumng lam the. Tur vé hay khong, Griffin Scope cling s& gict n6 va con t¢ hon. B6 bao n6 cho bo vai gio. Con bé run
ban bat, nhung cudi cting dong y.”

“Bd da chuyén cai xac,” toi noi.

Ong git dau. “Bb biét v& Gonzalez Cai thing du con d6 dang trén da tao ra mdt cude song day t6i 161 B6 da gap du loai nhur thé nén biét. N6 trén thirc
t€ ¢ dinh liu vao mdt vy an mang roi. Con ai tot hon dé chup mii cho?”’

Moi chuyén dang trd nén 16 rang. “Nhung Elizabeth khong dé cho viée d6 xay ra.”

“Bo da khong tinh dén chuyén do,” 6ng ndi. “Con bé nghe tin vé vu bt b, va ré@ n6 quyét dinh tao ra cai bg'mg chimg ngoai pham kia. Pé ciru Gonzalez
khoi” - dau ngodc kép bang tay mia mai - “sy bat cong nghiém trong.” Ong lac dau. “V6 ich. Néu con bé dé cho cai thang chet tiét bi chup mil, moi
chuyén dang & da két thic r6i.”

T6i n6i, “Nguoi ctia Scope phét hién duoc viée ¢o Ay am gia chimg c& ngoai pham.”

“Phai, ké ndo do6 & trong tiét 16 thdng tin d6 cho ching. Rdi ching bét dAu cir ngudi ctia ching dén 1an la, va phat hién ra viée diéu tra ctia con bé. Phan
con lai thi 1 ro1.”

“Vay cai démdo ¢ ho,” t6i noi. “La tra thi.”

Qng ngAm nghi. “Phai, mt phin. Va mot phin d6 1 viée che gidu sy thit vé Brandon Scope. Han i mot anh hing da chét. Duy tri di san d6 c6 y nghia
rat 16n vi cha han.”

Va t6i nghi, vdi chi gai toi.

“Con van khong hiéu tai sao ¢6 Ay lai gitt nhimg thir d6 trong két sit an toan,” t6i noi.
“Bang chimg,” 6ng noi.

“Cua cai g?”

“Rang n6 giét Brandon Scope. Va ring n6 im thé dé tir vé. D cho 6 chuyén gi xay ra di nira, Elizabeth khong mudn ai khac chiu trach nhiém cho viéc
n6 da lam Ngdy tho, con s€ ndi the phai khong?”’

Khong, t0i khong thiy thé. Toi ngdi do va c6 ging hicu sy thét. Nhung khong thé. Dir sao van chura thé. Boi vi ddy khong hoan toan 1 sy thét. Toi biét

dicu do rd hon ai hét. Toi nhin bo vo' minh, nude da nhan nheo, méi toc mong, cdi bung ching xuong, co thé van con gy an trong nhung da xubng cap.

Hoyt nghi 6ng biet chuyén gi da thuc su xay dén cho con gai 6ng. Nhung 6ng khong hé biet minh sai lam nhu the nao.

Toi nghe tiéng sAm. Mura quét vio ctra s6 nhur nhitng cti ¢dm nho.

“Bd dang I da c6 thé n6i cho con biét,” t6i noi.

Ong lic dAu, va lin ndy ndi nhiéu hon. “Va anh ¢ ra s& lam gi hi, Beck? i theo n6? Clng nhau chay trén? Bon ching s& phat hién ra sur tht va giét ca

d6i. Bon ching theo ddi anh. Bon chiing gior van theo ddi. Ching ta khong néi voi mot ai. Ngay ca voi me Elizabeth. Va néu anh can bang chimg ching

ta da lam diéu ding dan, hiy nhin xung quanh anh. Tam ndm sau. Tat ca nhiing gi con bé lam 1a giti cho anh vai céi email niic danh. Va nhin xem chuyén
gidaxayra.”

M6t canh cira xe sap danh ram. Hoyt vut dén cira s6 nhu mdt con méo Ion. Ong hé nhin ra ngoai mot lan nita. “Cing céi xe con dén. Hai gi da den bén
trong.”

“Ho dén day vi con.”

“Anh chic ho khong lam viéc cho Scope?”’



“Chéc chdn.” C6 tin hiéu, dién thoai di dong m6i cia t61 d6 chudng, Toi nghe may.
“Moi thir 6n chir?”” Tyrese hoi.

“[I D)

“Budce ra ngoai di.”

“Tai sao?”

“Anh tin tén c6m d6?”

“Toi khong chéc.”

“Budce ra ngoai di.”

Toi bao Hoyt t6i phai di. Ong kiét sirc dén ndi khong budn quan tam. Toi Ky lai khiu Glock va voi dira cira. Tyrese va Brutus dang doi toi. Mira ning
hat hon, nhung khong ai trong bon t6i c6 vé quan tim.

“C6 dién thoai goi cho anh. Pung ra kia di.”
“Tai sao?”

“Riéng tw,” Tyrese noi. “Toi khong mudn nghe.”
“T6i tin anh.”

“Ctr lam nhur t61 n6i di.”

Toi dich ra chd moi nguwdi khong nghe thély nita. Phia sau, t0i nhin thiy mot c4i bong d6. Hoyt dang hé nhin ra. Toi nhin lai Tyrese. Anh ra hiéu cho toi
dua dién thoai Ién tai nghe. T6i lam theo. Im lang va rdi Tyrese ndi, “Pa thong, ndi di.”

Giong sau d6 t6i nghe 1 ctia Shauna. “Té da gip ¢6 dy.” Toi van im king tuyét doi.

“C6 4y béo ndi voi cAu gp ¢d Ay toi nay tai Dolphin.” Toi hicu. Dién thoai ddp. Toi bude lai chd Tyrese va Brutus. “Toi can di dén chd ny mot minh,”
61 n6i. “Toi khong thé bi bam dudi & chd d6.”

Tyrese liéc Brutus. “Vao xe di,” Tyrese noi.
Ban dang doc truyén Pung Noi Mot Ai dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Brutus l4i xe nhu mt g dién. Anh ta di vao dudng mdt chiéu. Anh ta dot ngdt r& ngodt lai. O lan duong bén phéi, anh ta cat xuyén d4m xe va 18 tréi khi
deén do. Ching t61 dén dugc noi ngay kip lic.

MetroPark ¢ Iselin ¢6 tau di vé phia Port Jervis s& khoi hanh trong vong hai muroi phit nita. Tir d6 t6i co thé thué xe 6t0. Khi ho tha t6i xudng, Brutus
van ngoi trong xe. Tyrese di cling t6i dén cho quay ban vé.

“Anh bao t6i hdly chay tron va khong quay trd lai,” Tyrese noi.
“C6 18, anh ndi, “anh ciing nén lam nhur thé.”
T6i chia tay ra dé bt tay anh. Tyrese I n6 di va 6msiét By toi. “Cém on,” ti nhe nhang nbi.

Anh budng t0i ra, chinh lai vai dé cai jacket trd lai nhur i, ddy day céi kinh rim. “Ua, sao ciing dugc.”” Anh khong doi t6i n6i thém diéu gi nita ma ci thé
di thing vé lai xe.

Tau dén va khoi hanh diing i, Toi tim mdt chd rdi tha ngudi xubng. Toi ¢b dé dau é¢ minh tréng rdng, Nhung khong thé. Téi liée xung quanh. Toa gin
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nhur trong. Hai sinh vién ni deo balo kénh cang lién thodng trong thir ngon ngit gom “thé déy” va “cau biét day”. Mat t6i liéc di chd khac. Toi nhin théy
mot to bao - chi tiét hon, mdt to bao kho nho clia thanh pho - ai d6 da bo lai trén mot ghe.

Toi tién lai va cAm to bdo kén. Trang bia ¢6 anh mot sao tr¢ dang Ién bi bit vi idn cip & cira hang. Toi lat cac trang, hy vong doc vai truyén tranh hay gap
tin the thao - nhing thir ma khong can phai dong ndo. Nhung it 6i lai dinh vao mdt bire anh, a rm, cua ti. K¢ b truy nd. Trong bire anh t0i mau
trong t6i gian 4c dén kinh ngac, nhu mdt tay khing bo Trung Pong.

Chinh lic d6 t6i nhin thiy n6. Va thé gi6i cta t6i, von da dao 16n, lai trong tranh.

Toi thure ra khong doc bai béo. Mt t6i i vor van nhin xudng trang béo. Nhung toi thiy nhimg c4i tén. Lan dau tién. Tén ctia thi thé hai g dugc tim thdy
&'hd. Mot tén toi biét.

Melvin Bartola.

Khong thé thé dugc.

Toi tha & bao xudng va chay, md canh cira kéo cho dén khi t6i trong thdy modt nhan vién cach do hai toa. “Ga tiép theo & dau?” t6i hoi anh ta.
“Ridgemont, New Jersey.”

“C6 thur vién ndo gan ga khong?”

“Toi khong biét.”

Toi xudng tau & do.

Eric Wu co tay lai. Bang mdt cti ¢dmnhé va manh, héin phé cira.

Hiin khong mét nhidu thoi gian Fim dé n ra hai tén da den gifip béc sTBeck tron thoét. Larry Gandle ¢6 ban & o canh sat. Wu da midu ta hai tén d6 cho
ho, va féi han xem s6 ¢6 anh cén cude. Vai gio sau, Wu tim thay birc anh chyp mot tén du con tén Brutus Cornwall. Ho goi vai ¢t dién thoai va bict
dugc rang Brutus [am viéc cho mdt tay budn ban ma tily tén 1a Tyrese Barton.

Bon gian.

Khda bat ra. Céanh ctra md tung, na“'{m dam cira dap vao tuong, Latisha ngudc lén, hoang hét. C6 toan hét lén, nhung Wu di chuyén nhanh hon. Han bit
tay lén mi€ng c6 va dua miéng lai gan tai c6. Mot ga khac, mot t€n Gandle da thué, tién dén phia sau han.

“Suyt,” Wu noi rat diu dang
Trén san nha, TJ choi vdi chiéc Hot Wheels ctia nd. N6 nghiéng dau khi nghe tiéng dong va noi, “Me 0i?”

Eric Wu mim cuoi v6i no. Hin tha Latisha ra va quy xudng san nha. Latisha ¢ ngin hén lai, nhung gi kia giit 6 lai. Wu dit ban tay khong 6 ciia hin
1én dau thang bé. Han wira xoa xoa toc TJ vira quay lai Latisha.

“Cb ¢6 biét t6i co thé tim Tyrese bang cach ndo khong?” hén hoi co.

Khi da xubng tau, 0i Ky taxi dén chd thué 6t. Nhan vién vin o jacket mau xanh dimg sau quay chi duong cho toi dén thur vién. C6 & mét khodng ba
phit dé dén do. Thu vién Ridgemont rat hién dai, tuong gach m6i, cira so kinh Ion, gid sach g0 soi, ban cong, nha thip, quay ca phe. O ban tra ciru trén
tang hai, t61 tim mdt thd thur va hoi ligu t6i c6 ding Internet durgc khong,

“Anh c6 chirng minh thur khong?”” ¢6 hoi.

T6i c6. C6 nhin nd. “Anh phai ki dan sdng trong hat nay.”

“Lamon,” t01 noi. “Viéc rat quan trong,”

Toi da nghi s& nghe mdt 1i tir chbi, nhung ¢6 diu di. “Anh nghii s& ding bao 1au?”

“Khong qua mot vai phit dan.”

“May tinh & déng kia” - ¢6 chi cai may tinh ndi b phia sau t6i - “d6 a méay giri tin ctia chiing t6i. Moi ngudi duge str dung nd trong vong murdi phit.”

Toi camon co 101 lao voi dén. Yahoo! tim cho t6i trang ciia New Jersey Journal, t& bao chinh cua hat Bergen va Passaic. Toi biét chinh x4c ngdy minh
can. Ngay muroi hai thang Giéng murdi hai nam trude. Toi tim thdy mot cho uu trit d€ tim kiém va gd thong tin vao.

Website chi chay lai dugc thong tin cach day sau nam.

Me kiép.



T6i vdi chay lai chd ¢6 thi thur. “T6i cAn tim mdt bai bdo murdi hai ndm trude & t New Jersey Journal,” t6i n6i.
“N6 khong ¢6 trong luu trit web ctia ho u?”

Téi fic dau.

“T4m vi phim,”” ¢b ndi, vin vao hai bén ghé dé dumg déy. “Thang miy?”

“Giéng.”

C0 1a mdt phy nif to lom va di lai rét cham chap khé khan. C tim thiy ho sor hru tri trong ngiin kéo tai liéu va gitp t6i trdi tAm phim én my. Toi ngdi
xuong. “Chiic may man,” c6 ndi.

Toéi nghich nghich nit bim, nhur thé n6 14 van tiét luu ctia mdt chiéc motd moi. TAm vi phim kéu ken két khi duoc trai ra. T6i dimg lai vai gidy dé xem
dang & dau. Chura day hai phit t61 tim duoc ding ngay. Bai bdo nam ¢ trang ba.

Ngay khi nhin thy tit, t6i cam thdy mt cuc tudng trong ¢6 hong,

Thinh thoang t6i the rang minh thuc sy nghe thay tiéng lop xe phanh kit lai, méc dt khi chuyén do xay ra, t6i dang namtren giwong ngl say cach xa hang
trdm cay s6. N6 van khién t6i dau don - ¢6 thé khong nhiéu nhur cai dém t6i miét Elizabeth, nhung d6 la Jan dAu tién toi ném trai cai chét va tham kich va
ban s& khong bao gior thire sy vurot qua duoc né. Mudi hai ndm sau, t0i van nhé timg chi tiét ctia dém hom do, méc dind quay tré lai vai toi trong hinh
dang mot con 16¢ x04y khong 16 nét - tiéng chudng cira lic troi con chua sang, nhan vién canh sat mt hinh sy ¢ ctra, Hoyt dimg cting ho, nhirng 101 néi
can trong, diu dang cta ho, nhirng 101 phi nhin khong tin ctia ching ti, nhn thire dan dan, khu6n mat u sau ctia Linda, nhimg giot nuréc niit khong
ngimg roi ctia toi, me toi van khong chip nhén, bao t6i im kng, bao toi dimg khdc nira, me von da dién loan, me bao toi dirng 6 cu xir nhur mot dira tré
con, khing khing rﬁng moi thir déu 6n, 1di dot nhién, lai gﬁn t01, kinh ngac sao giot muréc mit t6i lai to dén thé, qua to, me nodi, mréc mit to nhu thé ndm
trén mit mot dira tré, khong phai cia mdt nguoi lon, cham vao mot giot, chii no béng ngodn trd va ngdn cai, cau “Pung khde nira David!” trd nén gidn
dit hon vi t6i khoc mai, rdi me hét, hét bao i durng khéc nira, cho dén khi Linda va Hoyt budc dén va bao me im lang 1di ai d6 cho me uéng thudc an
than, khong phai lan dAu tién, ciing khong phéi lan cubi cling. Tt thay phun tréo dit doi lai vao t6i. Va rdi ti doc bai bao va cam théy minh bi chin dong
theo mot kiéu moi mé hoan toan:

MOT CHIEC OTO ROI XUONG KHE NUI

M6t chét, khong rd nguyén nhan

Bém qua vao lic khoang 3:00 gio sang, mot chiéc Ford Taurus do Stephen Beck & Green River, New Jersey i, roi xubng cau & Mahwad, cach dudng
bién bang New York khong xa lim. Durdng tron do ¢6 bao tuyet, nhung canh sat van chua dua ra thong tin nguyén nhén giy tai nan. Nhan chimg duy
nhat ctia vy tai nan, Melvin Bartola, mdt tai x€ xe tai tir Cheyenne, Wyoming,..

Toi dirg khong doc nita. Ty sat hay tai nan. Moi nguoi da tur hoi cai ndo. Gio ddy t6i biét ca hai déu khong phai.

Brutus ndi, “Sao thé?”

“Tao khong biét.” Roi nghi thém, Tyrese néi, “Tao khong mubn quay lai.”

Brutus khong dép. Tyrese liéc nhin ngwoi ban cii. Ho bét du choi voi nhau tir hdi I6p ba. Brutus khong phéi i ngudi n6i nhiu Emké tir hoi d6 roi. Han
1 qua ban ron véi viée bi quat mdng hai lin mit ngdy - ¢ truong va ¢ nha - cho dén khi Brutus hieu ra cach duy nhat d€ anh ta c6 the song sot dugc I
trd thanh dira con ban tién nhat ctia mdt mu cho cai trong khu nha d6. Khi murodi mdt tudi, anh ta bat dau mang theo sting dén truong. Anh ta giét nguroi
lan dau tién khi nmuroi bon.

“Chéing 1& may khong mét moi vi né sao, Brutus?”

Brutus nhin vai. “Chiing ta d4u biét cai nao khac.”

Su that ndm & do, niing né, khong cir dong, than nhién.

Dién thoai di dong ctia Tyrese rung. Anh nhic méy va noi. “Alo.”

“Xin chao, Tyrese.”

Tyrese khong nhin ra giong la. “Ai thé?”

“Ching ta d4 giip nhau hom qua. Trong chiéc xe ti miu tring.”

Mau anh dong lanh. Ly Tiéu Long, Tyrese nghi. Oi, me kiép... “May mudn gi?”’

“Tao c6 mot nguodi & ddy mudn noi xin chao.”



Im Jing trong chdc 1at va 16i TJ n6i, “Bo 0i?”

Tyrese gidt phang d6i kinh rAm ra. Ngudi anh clmg ngic lai. “TJ? Con 6n chir?”

Nhung Eric Wu da lai n6i tiép. “Tao tim béc si Beck, Tyrese. TJ va tao hy vong may c6 thé gitp tao tim hén.”
“Tao khong biét hin & dau.”

“0, tiéc nhi.”

“Thé v6i Chiia, tao khong biét.”

“Tao hiéu roi,” Wu néi. Roi: “Doi lat, Tyrese, nhé? Tao mudn cho miy nghe cai ndy.”
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G10 thdi, cay cbi khiéu vl hoang hon mau tia - da cam dang sap stra chuyen sang mau thiéc bong loang. N6 khién t6i so haii khi khong khi bubi dém
giéng hét nhur tam nam trude, JAn cubi cing t6i mao hiém xudng gan vimg dat thiéng nay.

Toi tyr hoi lidu ngudi ctia Griffin Scope ¢6 nghil dén viée theo ddi tai HO Charmaine. Thire sur thi khong quan trong im. Elizabeth qua thong minh. Nhur t6i
da néi ltic trude, timg c6 mdt khu cam trai mia he ¢ ddy trude khi 6ng t6i mua ménh dat. Bau moi ctia Elizabeth - Dolphin - fa tén mbt cabin, cho nhimng
dura tré 16n nhat ngy, cho séu nhat trong rimg, cho bon t6i hau nhur khong dam bén mang,

Chiée xe thug leo Ién cai timg I 16i vao ciia trai, méc diind gan nhu khong t0n tai nira. Tir con dudng chinh ban khong thé nhin thdy nd, ¢6 cao che kin
lay né. Chuing toi van giit mot dudng xich chay ngang qua, chi dé phong khi, cting mt bién dé cam vao. Soi day xich va tAm bién van & nguyén do,
nhung bao nim bi bd quén 16 16 mdn mdt. Toi dirng xe lai, md soi day xich, quan quanh cai cay.

T6i ngdi vao lai ghé I4i va tién vé phia sanh ctia khu cim trai cii. Con rat it thir & do. Ban vén c6 thé thay nhitg thir con sot lai gi sét, d6 nét ctia cai timg
mot thoi 12 1 mrdng va bép 1o. Mot vai cdi binh va chao ndm ngdn ngang dudi san, nhung hau hét da b chon viii sau bao ném thang. T6i budc ra va ngiri
thiy vi ngot ngdo ciia ¢6. Toi ¢ khong nghi dén cha minh, nhung ¢ khoang dat trong, khi c6 thé nhin xudng ci hd, chd anh tring bac 1ong lanh trén nit
nude gon séng, ti nghe thiy con ma ngly xura mt lan nita va tir hoi, An nay, liéu nd 6 phéi dang khoc 16¢ gao thét doi tra thil

Toi leo Ién con dudng mon, miic du ca nd nita, cling gan nhu da khong con ton tai. Ky quiic khi Elizabeth lai chon noi nay dé gap mat. Toi da ndi trude
kia ring nang khong bao gio thich choi trong dbng dd nat cua khu cam trai mia hé xua clindy. Linda va t61, mat khéc, s& thich th kinh ngac khi bon t6i
tinh cor thy nhimg cai tii ng hay nhiing chiéc hop thiéc tréng rdng vira moi bi khui, tur hoi loai nguroi lang bat nao da bo lai ching va néu, c6 thé, cai
ngudi lang bat kia van con 6 gin ddy. Elizabeth, thong minh hon ca hai ching 6i rat nhiu, khong quan tim dén trd choi do. Nhing noi la va sy khong
chic chan lam nang sg.

Phéi mét muoi phit mdi dén duge d6. Cabin van con tot dang ngac nhién. Tran va tuong vin con nguyén, mic dit nhitng bac b dan kn cira da hoi vo
nat r6i. Bién Dolphin van con 6 do, treo thang dimg trén mot cai dinh. Day leo, réu va mt nhom cdy gi do toi khong bict tén khong bi ngdi nha ngin can;
chiing may md tim 161 vao, bao quanh cabin, chui qua nhitng cai 16 va ctra s0, ngon tron cai cabin dé bay gio trong n6 nhu mdt phan tu nhién ctia mdt
khu phong canh.

“Cau da quay trd lai,” mdt giong ndi, lam t6i thang thét.

Mot giong dan dng.

Toi phan tmg lai ma khong nghi gl. Toi nhay qua mot bén, nga xubng nén nha, lan, va rit khéu Glock ra, gio 1én nhim ban. Nguoi dan 6ng don thuém gio
tay Ién cao. Toi nhin, van chia khdu Glock vao ngudi éng ta. Ong ta khong phai i ngui toi doi gip. BO rdu day cta Ong trong giong nhu mot cai t6 chim
¢6 do sau mdt tran bi i qua tin cong. Toc ong ta dai va ri bit. Quan do nhu mb gié rach ding dé cai trang, Trong mot thoang, t0i nghi minh 8 lai trong
thanh phd, cham trén voi mdt o an may vo gia cu ndo d6. Nhung tac phong c6 vé khong gidng lim. Ngudi kia dimg théng, vitng chii. Ong ta nhin t6i
cham cham

“Ong 13 g quéi ndo thé?” t6i noi.

“Pa lau im rdi, David nhi.”

“T6i khong quen 6ng,”

“Thire sw khong, khong. Nhung t6i biét cau.” Ong ta hit dau vé phia c4i girong phia sau ti. “Cau va chi cau. Toi thudng xem hai dira choi & day.”
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“T6i khong hiéu.”

Ong ta mim cudi. Ring 6ng ta, tit ca & do, tring dén 16a mét khi so voi bd rau. “Toi la Ong Ba BL.”

Xa xa, 101 nghe tiéng mdt gia dinh ngdng quac quéc khi ching hrét xudng d4u trén it hd. “Ong mudn gi?”” t6i hoi.
“Khong ti teo g, ong ndi, van mim cudi. “Toi bo tay xudng duge chura?”

Toi git dau. Ong budng tay xubng, Toi ha khiu sting xudng nhung van giir n6 sin sang ban. Toi nghi vé 101 ong ta ndi va hoi, “Ong trén & trén nay bao
lau r6i?”

“Tong cong chimg” - ¢6 vé nhur dng ta dang dém bang miy ngdn tay - “ba muroi néim ” Ong ta cudi toét khi thiy nét it stmg sor cua t0i. “Phai, 101 da
nhin cau tir khi cdu cao chirng nay.” Ong ta gio tay ra & khoang cao bang dau goi. “Nhin cau Ion Ién va...” Ong dung lai. “Pa 1au lim roi cau moi lai én
day, David.”

“Ong 13 ai?”

“Tén t6i Ia Jeremiah Renway,” 6ng noi.

T6i khong nhé ra ndi cai tén do.

“T6i von dang tron ludt phap.”

“VAy tai sao by gits ng lai xuat hién?”

Ong nhin vai. “C6 & vi t6i vui mirng khi gip cau.”

“Lam thé ndo ong biét t6i s& khong bao cho canh sat?”

“T6i biét cau ng toi mot thir.”

“Thir gi?”

“T6i clru mang cau.”

Toi cam thiy nén nha dudi chén minh dich chuyén. “Cai gi?”

“Cau nghi ai da kéo céu ra khoi nude?”” 6ng hoi.

Toi chét ling,

“Céu nghi ai da kéo cau vao trong nha? Cau nghi ai da goi cap ctru?”

Miéng t6i md, nhung khéng mot 1i ndo thdt ra ndi.

“V&” - ny cudi clia 6ng nd 1dng - “cau nghi ai da dio hai thi thé 1én dé c6 ngudi tim thiy ching?”

Phai mat mdt ltic t6i moi tim thy tiéng ctia minh. “Tai sa0?” t6i cd ging hoi.

“Khong n6i chiic dugc,” ong ndi. “Nghe ndy, t6i da immot thir rét t&, cach day Au Fim rdi. Toi nghi dy 1a co hdi chude 161 hay dai loai thé.”

“Y 6ng | ong nhin thiy...?”

“Moi thir,” Renway noi nbt ho t0i. “Toi nhin thiy bon ching tém b xa ctia ciu. Toi nhin thély bon ching ding cdy gy dap ciu. Toi nhin thiy bon ching
hira kéo cau lén néu ¢6 ay n6i cho ching biet thir gi d6 dang ¢ du. Toi nhin thiy ba xa cdu dua cho ching mbt chicc chia khéa. Toi nhin thay ching
cuoi va day ¢ ay vao trong xe trong khi céu van ¢ dudi nude.”

Toi nubt khan. “Ong ¢6 nhin thiy bon ching bi ban khong?”

Renway mim cudi lin nita. “Chiing t6i da tro chuyén kha nhidu rdi, con trai a. C6 Ay bay gio dang doi cau.”

“Toi khong hiéu.

“Co ay dang doi cau,” ong nhdic lai, 16i quay di. “Chd cai cdy.” Khong mdt 1oi bao trude, ong chay vut vao rimg, lao qua bui cdy nhu mdt con huou. Toi
ding d6 va nhin 6ng mat dang trong bui rAm

Cai cay.



Va t6i chay. Canh cay quat vao mt to1. Toi khong quan tAm Chén t6i nai xin t6i dung lai. T6i khong thémdé y dén ching, Ph01 t01 phan khang, T01 bao
16 bén bi thém chit. Khi cudi ctng t6i 1€ phai chd tang da hinh nira cai linga va vong qua goc chd con dudng mon, céi cdy van & nguyén do. Toi tién lai
gan hon va cam thiy it minh bt dau trd len.

Nhimg chir cai ho tn duoc khéic ciia ching t6i - E.P + D.B - da bi niim thang im sAm mau di. Mudi ba vach chiing t6i khéic 1én ciing thé. T6i ddm ddm
nhin trong mot thoang, va 101 ti gio tay ra, ngdp nging cham Ién nhimg duong ranh. Khong phai nhirng chir cai. Khong phai mudi ba cai vach kia. Tay
61 lan xudng tam cai vach moi, van con tring va dinh day nhira.

R&i t6i nghe nang n6i, “Em biét anh nghi thé 13 ngu ngde.”

Tim ti nhu nd tung, Toi quay lai. Va nang dimg do.

Toi khong cir dong ndi. Toi khong m migng duge. Toi chi dam dam nhin méit nang. Khuon mat dep d& do. Va doi mit kia. Toi cam thiy nhu minh dang
ngd, roi xuong mot cai ham toi. Mt nang gay hon, xuong gd ma Yankee ctia nang ndi rd hon, va t61 khdng nghi minh ttrng nhin thay thir gi hoan hao hon
trong suot quang doi minh.

Liic d6, toi nhéc minh nhé dén nhing gidc mo day chong gheo - nhimg gio' phit tron chay budi démkhi t6i 6m nang trong vong tay minh va vudt ve nit
nang nhung dong thoi cling cam théy chinh minh bi kéo tuot di, biét rang ngay ca khi t61 da duoc thm siing trong niém sung swong nhat doi thi d6 ciing
khong phai [a thuc, rang ching chong thi chiy 61 s& bi quéing lai vao thé gidi ctia thirc tinh. N&i so hdi day 6 thé con hét hon thé nhiéu nhén chim t6i, ép
sach hoi ra khoi phéi toi.

Elizabeth duong nhu doc duge nhing dicu ti dang nghi va git diu nhu thé noi: “Phai, ddy B thc.” Nang ngdp ngimg bude vé phia toi. Toi gan nhur
khong tho ndi, nhung 61 ¢o lac dau va chi vao nhitng vach vira dugce khac Ién r6i ndi, “Anh nghi la ling man.”

Nang nén tiéng nirc no bang tay minh va lao yé phia toi. Toi dang tay ra va ning 6m cham ly toi. Téi 6mnang, Toi 6mnang chit hét stre. Mt t0i nhim
tit Iai. TOi nglri thay mii tir dinh huong va qué ttr t6c nang. Nang vii mét vao nguce ti va nirc nd khoe. Ching t6i 6mnhau roi budng ra. Nang van...
khép. Nhimg duong nét co thé, nhimg duong 101 16m khong can phai diéu chinh gi ca. Toi khum tay dét lén phia sau dAu nang. Toc nang ngin hon,
nhung chit toc khong hé thay dbi. Toi co thé cam thdy ning run rdy va t6i chic nang ciing cam thy thir hét nhur vAy phat ra tir ngudi toi

Nuhén dAu tién ctia ching t6i ndng chdy, quen thude va cudng quyt so hi, hai con nguoi cudi clng ngoi Ién dugc khoi mét nude sau khi phan doan sai
1amdo sau cua nude. Bao ndm cach tr6 bat dau tan chay, mia dong nhurong 161 cho mila xuin. Qua nhiéu cam xiic ndy bat Ién trong toi. Toi khong sap
x€p hay ¢ hi€u ching. Pon gian 1a t61 dé tat thay dién ra.

Nang nging dau Ién va nhin vao mit t6i va t6i khong cir dong ndi. “Em xin 161, ning ndi, va toi nghil tim minh lai bat dAu vo' tan thanh ting manh.

Toi 6m nang, Toi 6m nang va ti tir hoi liéu t6i ¢6 timg bao i lidu dé nang di nita khong, “Duimg bé anh mdt lan nita,” t6i noi.

“Khong bao gio.”

“Hira nhé?”

“Hira,” nang ndi.

Ching t6i van 6m nhau. Toi ghi Iy 1n da dep d& ctia nang, Toi so nhitng durong co trén lung nang. Toi hon 1én ci ¢ thanh ti ctia nang, Toi tham chi
con nhin Ién troi khi minh dang 6m ghi iy nang, Lam thé nio? Toi tir hoi. Lam thé ndo day khong phai 1a mot trd dia ac y nita? Lam thé ndo ning van
con song va quay trd ve voi toi?

T6i khong quan tim. Toi chi mudn do 1 sw that. Toi mubn n6 kéo dai méi.

Nhung ngay ca khi t0i ghi siét néng trong tay minh, tiéng dién thoai di dong, nhu thir gl d6 trong nhimg gidc mo ddy chong gheo kia ctia toi, bt dau kéo
tuot t0i di. Trong moOt thodng, t0i nghi khong trd 101 méy, nhung i tat ca nhimg gi da xay ra, thyc sy khong ¢6 hra chon nao khac. Nhimg ngudi ching
t0i thuong yeu dang bi bo méic ndmdo trong the gi6i thire tinh cta ching ta. Chiing tdi khong thé bo roi ho. Ca hai ching toi hiéu dieu do. Van gilr mot
tay 6m Elizabeth - t61 s€ bi doa day néu budng nang ra - t6i dua dién thoai lén tai va ni alo.

D6 14 Tyrese. Va khi anh n6i, t6i c6 thé cam thy moi thir bat dau tudt di sach.
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Ching t6i d5 xe tai mdt bai dau xe da bo hoang & trurdng tiéu hoc Riker Hill va di qua khodng san, tay trong tay. Ngay ca trong bong tdi, t6i ¢ thé nhin
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thay rat it thir da thay d6i ké tir nhimg ngiy Elizabeth va t6i nd dua noi dy. Tay bac sinhi trong t6i khong thé khong chi y t6i nhitng khia canh an toan
mo6i. Xich du da duoc noi bang day xich va ghe ngdi virmg chiac hon. Lop dém mem mai dugc trai rat day bén dudi khung choi leo tréo cua bon tré
phong trudng hop c6 dira ngd. Nhur sén choi bong r6, khu da bong, cho nhay 16 ¢d theo 6 ¢6 son 1én miit dudng trai nhira va céi sn bon hinh vudng,
ching van y hét hoi xua khi ching t6i con nho.

Ching t6i di qua cura s6 phong 16p hai ctia ¢o Sobel, nhung nd nhur tr cai thud hdng hoang rdi nén t6i nghi ¢4 hai dira ching cam thiy nhé nhung Iuyen
tiéc gi nhidu im Chung t6i di vao trong rimg, van tay trong tay. Ca hai dtra déu khong di con dudng ndy hai muroi ném nay rdi, nhung ching t6i van biét
dudng Mudi phit sau, ching toi dimg trén san sau nha Elizabeth & Goodhart Road. T6i quay sang nang, Nang dam dam nhin ngdi nha au tho, mét rom
rom

“Me em khong biét gi u?” t6i hoi nang.

Nang lic dau. Nang quay sang toi. Toi git ddu va tir tir budng tay nang ra.

“Anh c6 chic 1 nén lim thé nay khong?” nang hoi.

“Khdng hra chon nao khac,” toi ndi.

Toi khong cho ning co hoi ci lai. Toi bude di va tién vé phia ngdi nha. Khi dén canh cira kéo bang kinh, t6i khum tay lai quanh it va hé nhin vao.
Khong c¢6 dau hi€u nao ctia Hoyt. Toi thir ctra sau. N6 khong khoa. Toi xoay nam dam ctra va bude vao trong, Khong ai ¢ d6. Toi toan budc ra thi
thay mot tiéng tich nho trong gara. Toi di qua bép vao phong giat. Téi cham cham md clra gara.

Hoyt Parker ngoi & ghé truoc trong chiéc Buick Skylark ctia 6ong. Bong co tit. Ong cam mot ly ruou trong tay. Khi t6i mo cira, 6ng gio' sing lén. RO,
nhin théy t0i, ong ha né xubng bén suron. Toi budc hai bude xudng nén xi ning va vi tay cam cira xe. Cira khong khoa. Toi mo cira va chui vao trong

ngdi canh 6ng,

“Anh mudn g, Beck?”” Trong giong 6ng c6 vi ruou.

To6i ngdi lai trong ghé. “Béo Griffin Scope tha thing bé ra,” t6i noi.

“B6 khong biét anh dang ni chuyén gi,” 6ng dép lai, khong mot miy may tin twong,

“Hb 16, tién biéy, tién nhan ngoai. Chon céi danh cho minh di, Hoyt. Gio con biét syr that rdi”®

“Anh khong biét déch gi.”

“Céi démdo ¢ ho,” t6i noi. “Khi bd ¢b thuyét phuc Elizabeth khong dén chd canh sat.”

“Ching ta d4 n6i chuyén nay roi.”

“Nhung bay gior con td mo, Hoyt a. Piéu ma bd thire su so - B bon chiing s& giét c6 dy hay bd ciing s& bi bt not?”
Mit 6ng 1o dor dao sang toi. “Con bé s& chét néu bd khong thuyét phuc né chay tron.”

“Con khong nghi ngd chuyén do,” t6i noi. “Nhung ngoai ra van la may mén cho bd, Hoyt a - bén tring hai con chim chi bang mdt mii tén nhur thé. BS co
kha nang ctru mang c6 ay - va bo cd kha nang khoi bi tong vao t.”

“Va chinh x4c tai sao bd phai di ti?”

“B6 dang chdi 1 minh khong nhén tién ctia nha Scope?”’

Ong nhiin vai. “Anh nghi b6 1 ngudi duy nhét nhan tién ctia ching?”

“Khong,” t61 noi.

“Vay tai sao bd lai lo so hon nhirng tay canh sat khac?”

“Vi diéu bd da m”

Ong ubng ndt ly rurou, nhin quanh qut tim c4i chai, rét cho minh thém. “Bb khong biét anh dang n6i chuyén quéai quy gi.”

“Bb ¢6 biét Elizabeth diéu tra chuyén i khong?”

“Nhitng hanh dong pham phap ctia Brandon Scope,” dng noi. “Géi diém. Tré gii chura dén tudi. Ma tay. Thing ddy choi trd Ngai xdu xa.”
“Gi nira?” t6i n6i, ¢ ging khong run nira.

“Anh dang no6i chuyén gi?”



“Néu co dy ctr tiép tuc dao béi, ¢d Ay c6 thé kham phé ra tdi 4c Ion hon.” T6i hit mdt hoi that sau. “Con ni ding khong, Hoyt?””
Mt 6ng chimg xubng khi t6i ndi didu d6. Ong quay di va bt dAu nhin thing ra kinh chén gi6 phia trude.
“Mot vu giét ngudi,” t6i noi.

Toi co nhin theo mét Ong, nhung tit thay nhiing gi tomhmthay 13 dung cu Sears Craftman niim gon ging trén bang treo do 1e Tua vit tay cAm miu vang -
va - nam xép hang theo kich thudc mdt cach hoan hao, dau bé bén trai, dau Phillips bén phéi. Ba céi cd 1 va mdt c4i bla nim & giita.

Toi 6, “Elizabeth khong phai I ngudi dau tién mudn ha b¢ Brandon Scope.” Roi toi dimg lai va doi, doi cho dén khi dng nhin toi. Mt mdt e, nhung
cudi ctng 6ng nhin t6i. V2 t6i nhin thiy diéu d6 trong mit ong. Ong khong chop mit hay 6 gidu né di. Toi thiy no. Va dng biét t6i nhin thiy no.

“Bd giét cha con phai khong, Hoyt?”

Ong nhip mdt ngum I6n tir ly ruou, ngim trong miéng va 10i nudt danh we mot cai. Mot it whiskey day ra mit ong. Ong khong budn chiii di. “Té hon,”
6ng ndi, nham niat lai. “BO phan bdi 6ng ay.”

Mt con dién gidn sting suc trong ngurc i, nhung giong toi van binh than mdt cach kinh ngac. “Tai sa0?”

“Thoi ndo, David. Bay gidr anh han phai tim ra rdi chir.”

Mot con dién gian khc trao Ién trong toi. “Cha con lam viée véi Brandon Scope,” toi bét dau.

“Con hon thé,” dng n6i xen vao. “Griffin Scope thué cha anh day hén. Ho lam viéc rét than thiét cing nhau.”

“Nhur Elizabeth.”

‘C[‘J':”

“Va khi lam viéc voi ha?m, cha con phat hién ra con quai vat Brandon thyc su [a thé nao. Con n6i dung khong?”

Hoyt chi ubng,

“Cha con khong biét phéi lam g, t0i ndi tiép. “Ong so phi ndi ra, nhung dng khong thé cir dé thé. Cam giéc i I6i ngdu nghién ong, DS B 1y do tai sao
ong lai tr{) nén im laljg nhu the nhitng thang trude khi 6pg mat.” Toi ding lai va nghi dén cha, s¢ hai, don doc, khdng biet bau viu vao dau. Tai sao t6i lai
khong thay duoc di€u d6? Tai sao t61 khong nhin lai thé giéi cta chinh minh va thay noi dau cua ong? Tai sao t6i khong chia tay ra cho 6ng? Tai sao t0i
khong lam gi d6 d¢€ giip ong?

Toi nhin Hoyt. Toi 6 siing trong tli. S& thét don gién biét may. Chi viéc Ky stng ra va kéo co. Péng. i luon. Trir mbt viée toi biét tir chinh trai nghiém
ca nhan nhu thé s& khong gidi quyét duoc quai gi ca. Thuc € con la nguoce lai.

“Noi tiép di,” Hoyt noi.

“Trong giai doan do, cha quyét dinh ké cho mdt ngudi ban. Nhung khong phéi bat ky ban bé ndo. Mot canh sat, mit canh sét Bm viéc trong thanh phd
10i bao t6i 4c van dién ra.” Méu t6i soi Ién, hira hen mdt lan nita phun trao ra. “Bo, Hoyt a.”

C6 thir gi d6 trén khuon mit Gng thay doi.
“Dén Itc nay con van n6i ding chir?”

“Hau hét,” ong dép lai.

“B6 da n6i lai cho nha Scope, phéi khong?”

Ong git dau. “Bb nghi ching s& chuyén 6ng 4y di hay dai loai thé. Giix ong 4y tach xa khoi Brandon. BS chura bao gior nghi..”” Miit éng nhéin lai, 15 rang
cam ghét su tir bao chita trong giong n6i cia minh. “Lam thé nao anh biét?”

“Céi tén Melvin Bartola khoi ra moi chuyén déu tién. Han 1 nhn chimg cho cai duoc coi la mot vy tai nan glet chet cha con, nhung di nhién, hin cting
Jam viée cho Scope.” Nu cuoi ctia cha t6i 1oe Ién trurde mit toi. T6i ndm chat tay lai. “Va rdi 1 101 ndi dbi bd bao rang da ciru mang con,” toi ndi tiép.

“Bb qua thue da quay lai cai hd sau khi ban Bartola va Wolf. Nhung khong phai dé ciru con. BS nhin, bd khong thiy cir dong ndo, va bd cho ring con
da chét.”

A

“Cho rang con da chét,” ong lap lai. “Khong phai mudn con chét.”
“V& mit ngit nghia thoi,” t6i noi.

“Bd chura bao giy mubn con bi ton thurong,”



“Nhung b ciing khong ngin can chuyén do,” t6i néi. “Bb quay lai xe va bao Elizabeth ring con chét dubi rdi.”
“Bb chi dang c thuyét phuc n6 bién di,” 6ng ndi. “Néi thé ciing c6 tic dung.”

“B4 han 14 ngac nhién Eim khi nghe ni con van con séng.”

“Gan nhu i séc. Ma bang cach nao con séng sét dugce thé?”

“Khong quan trong,”

Hoyt ng01 nga ngudi lai nhur thé kiét qué hoan toan. “Thé tht,” 6ng noi. Nét it 6ng trd lai binh thuong va t6i ngac nhién khi 6ng n6i, “Vay con mudn
biét diéu gi nira?”

“B khong chdi bat cir vide giu?”
“Khong”

“Va bd biét Melvin Bartola, phéi khong?”
“Phéi.”

“Bartola di canh béo bd trude vé viée s& giét Elizabeth,” t6i noi. “Con khong biét chinh x4c tai sao. C6 I& hén c6 lwong tri. C6 1& hén khong mudn co dy
chét.”

“Bartola Ia mjt ke c6 luong tri?” Ong cudi khing khye. “Lamon di Hén [ mot loai can ba dé hén chuyén giét nguoi. Hén dén gip bd bmwhannghlco
thé dugc gip doi. Thu tir nha Scope va tir bd. BS hira s& tra gip doi va gitip hiin trén ra nurée ngoai néu hin gitip bd am gia nhur con bé da chét.”

Toi gt dau, bay gio thi da hiéu. “Vay Bartola va Wolf bao voi ngudi ctia Scope ring ching s& 4n danh mot thoi gian sau khi iét nguodi. Con tyr hoi tai
sao bon ching bién mat khong lam ai nhurdng mayy 1én, nhirng nho bo, Bartola va Wolf duge cho 1a s& chay tron.”

“Phai.”

“Vay chuyén gi da xay ra? B ¢6 tra cho ching gip d6i khong?”

“Nhitng loai nhu Bartola va Wolf - 161 n6i cua chiing khong c6 y nghia gi. Di cho ¢6 tra cho ching bao nhiéu chang nira, bb biét bon ching s& quay lai
doi thém Bon ching s chan ngy khi song ¢ nurée ngoai hodc co thé bon ching say xin va khodc lac phun ra moi chuyén trong mt quéan bar. B6 da
phai giai quyét ci loai rac rudi ny trong sudt doi minh. B khong thé mao hiém duoc.”

“Vay a b6 giét ching”

“Phai,” 6ng n6i khong mot may may hdi han.

Bay gi toi hiéu it thay. Toi chi khong hiéu bang cach nao moi thir dién ra sau do. “Bon ching dang gitr mt dira bé,” t61 n6i vdi ong. “Con hira con s&
ndp minh néu chiing tha thang nhd ra. B goi chiing. Bo gitip tién hanh trao doi.”

“Bon chiing khong tin bd nita.”
“B6 da lam cho Scope bao lau nay,” toi néi. “Nghi ra chuyén gi do.”

Hoyt ngdi d6 va nghii ngoi. Toi lai nhin b dung cu ctia ong, va t6i tir hoi ong dang nhin thiy gi. R chim rii, 6ng néng khau sting 1én va chia vao mt t6i.
“Bo nghi bo ¢6 y nay,” 6ng noi.

Toi khong chop mit. “Mo cira gara ra, Hoyt.”
Ong khong cir dong,

Toi nhodi qua ngudi dng t6i chd tAm kinh che ndng va nhén ci diéu khién gara tir xa. Cénh cira bit dau chay véi tiéng kéu ro ro. Hoyt nhin n6 chay kn.
Elizabeth dimg ngoai do, khong ctr dong. Khi né md ra hoan toan, mit nang nhin dam dam vao mit 6ng.

Ong thang thét.
“Hoyt?” toi noi.
Déu 6ng vut quay sang chd t6i. Bang mot tay ong tim iy toc t6i. Ong gi sting vao mit ti. “Bao nd tranh ra.”

Téi van im ling,



“Lamdi, hoac con s& chét.”

“Bb s& khong lam thé. Khong im thé trurde mit cd dy.”

Ong nhuréng ngudi lai gin t6i. “Lam di, me kiép.” Giong 6ng giéng mdt 1 van xin khén thiét hon mot cau ra Iénh thi dich. Toi nhin dng va cam thiy mot
thir Ia g xuyén qua minh. Hoyt khoi dong xe. Toi nhin Ién phia trude va ra hiéu cho nang tranh duong. Nang ludng Iy, nhung cubi cing ciing bude qua
mot bén. Hoyt doi cho dén khi nang dimg hén ra khoi duong di. R&i 6ng nhén ga. Ching t6i lao qua nang voi mot ct x6c manh. Khi ching t6i chay vut
di, t6i quay lai va nhin ra cira s dang sau, Elizabeth mo dan, nhat nhoa dan, cho dén khi cubi ciing nang mét dang,

Mot lan nira.

Toi ngéi lai va tur hoi minh c6 bao gior duge gip lai nang nira khong. Toi da g vo tur tin e trude, nhung toi biét x4c suét xay ra chir. Nang da d4u tranh

V61 t61 vé viée nay. Toi gidi thich voi ning rang toi phai lim nhur thé. T6i can phai i ngudi dimg ra bao vé lic ndy. Elizabeth khong thich diéu do, nhung
nang hiéu.

Trong vai ngaty qua, t6i biét duge nang con sdng. Téi c6 d6i mang song ctia minh cho nang song khong? San long, Toi hiéu 1a s€ nhu vay. Mot cam giac
la Iimg, binh 6n bao ly t6i khi t6i ngdi cling xe v6i nguoi da phan bdi cha minh. Toi loi da ting de nng 1én t6i trong subt bao au nay cudi cing cting da
duoc nhac di. Toi biet gio ddy minh phai lam gi - minh phai hy sinh dieu gi - va t6i tur hoi liéu 6 Iua chon nao khac khong, liéu c6 phai moi viée dugc
quyét dinh tir trude [a s€ két thiic nhw the nay khong.

Toi quay sang Hoyt va noi, “Elizabeth khong giét Brandon Scope.”

“Bd biét,” dng ngiit 1oi, va rdi ong néi mot diéu im lung lay tan gde 1& con ngudi t6i: “Bb giét.”

To61 cling nguroi.

“Brandon dénh dp Elizabeth,” ong nhanh chong ni tiép. “Hén sép sira giét con bé dén noi. Vi vy bd bén hiin khi héin bd vao nha. R6i b6 db t0i cho
Gonzalez, nhur bo ndi lic trudc. Elizabeth biét bo da lam gi. Con bé khong dé cho mit ng’ubi‘vé 01 nhan t61. Vivay no tao ra cai béng,chtmg ngoai
phamd6. Nguoi cua Scope bict chuyén do va ching ban khoan. B6 chinh 1 e ching bét dau nghi ngd rang c6 thé Elizabeth la ke gict Brandon” - 6ng
dimg lai, mat van nhin duong, nghién ngam roi goi lén mot thir gi d6 tir sau tham bén trong - “Chua tha 16i cho bo, bo dé ching nghi the.”

T6i dura cho 6ng chiée dién thoai di dong. “Goi di,” ti noi.

Ong goi. Ong goi cho mdt ga tén l Larry Gandle. Toi da gip Gandle vai kn trude ddy. Cha gi hoc clng trudong cip ba voi cha toi. “Toi da c6 Beck,”
Hoyt bao gi. “Bon t6i s€ gip anh cho khu nudi ngyra, nhung anh phai tha dira bé ra.”

Larry Gandle néi gi 6 ma t6i khong nghe 15.

“Ngay khi bon t6i bit dra tré duge an toan, bon toi & c6 mit & d6,” toi nghe Hoyt n6i. “Va bao voi Griffin t0i da ¢6 cai ma ong dy mudn. Ching ta c6
the két thuc chuyén nay ma khong gay ton hai gi cho t61 hay gia dinh t6i.”

Gandle n6i gi 6 nira rdi t6i nghe tiéng anh ta gac méay. Hoyt dura lai chiéc dién thoai cho toi.

“Con ¢6 phai la mjt phan ctia gia dinh bd khong, Hoyt?”

Ong chia khau stng 1én dAu t6i mdt Jan nira. “Tir tir Ay khau Glock ctia con ra, Beck. Hai ngén tay.”

T6i am nhu 6ng bao. Ong nhan nit mo ctra kinh.

“Némno ra ngoai cura xe.”

T6i do du. Ong gf hong sting vio miit toi. Toi ném khau stng ra khoi xe. Toi khong nghe tiéng né roi xudng,
Bay gios chiing t6i i xe trong im kng, doi dién thoai d6 chudng lan nita. Khind kéu, toi ki nguoi tra 1oi. Tyrese ndi giong nhd nhe, “Thing bé 6n.”
Toi gdc may, nhe nhom

“B6 dang dura con di dau, Hoyt?”

“Con biét a di dau.”

“Griffin Scope s& giét ca hai ching ta.”

“Khong,” 6ng ndi, van chia khiu sing vao ti. “Khong phai ca hai.”
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Chiing ti 1& khoi dudng cao tbe va di vé phia ving nong thon. Pén dudng thira dan cho dén khi chd duy nhét toa sang i dén pha 6t6. Hoyt viron nguoi
ra ghe sau va cam mot cai phong bi lén.

“Bb c6 16 ¢ ddy rdi, Beck. Tat thay.”

“Tét thay gi?”

“Nhitng gi cha con ¢6 dugc vé Brandon. Nhing gi Elizabeth ¢6 duroc vé& Brandon.”

To6i bdi rdi trong mot gidy. Ong da giit ching trong subt thdi gian qua. Va rdi t6i tyr hoi. Cai xe. Tai sao Hoyt vao trong xe?
“Nhitng ban khac dau?” toi hoi.

Ong cudi toét nhur thé sung sudng vi toi da hoi. “Khéng c6 ban ndo. Tat ca déu & day.”

“Con van khong hiéu.”

“Con s& hiéu, David a. B6 xin I6i, nhung con 1 ké himg t6i ciia bd bay gio. PAy 1 cach duy nhét.”

“Scope s¢ khong tin,” t6i noi.

“Phai, 1o ta s& khong tin. Nhu con ndi ddy, bd da im viée cho o ta tir rat Jiu rdi. BS biét o ta mubn nghe diéu gi. T6i nay moi chuyén két thic.”
“Bang cai chét ctia con?” t6i hoi.

Ong khong tra Ioi.

“Bb s& giai thich moi chuyén v6i Elizabeth nhur thé nao?”

“N6 ¢6 thé s& ghét bd,” ong n6i. “Nhung it nhit con bé & con song”

Phia trude, t0i ¢6 thé nhin thiy 16i vao den den c6 dong cépg cta khu dat. Tro choi két thic, t6i nghii. Nhén vién an ninh n¥ic ddng phuc vay cho ching
t01 qua. Hoyt van gi sing vao t61. Ching t6i ti€p tuc di va roi, khong bao trirde, Hoyt dap phanh gap.

Ong quay sang phia t6i. “Con c6 mang méy ghi lén khong, Beck?”

“Sao? Khong,”

“Me kiép, dé bd xem.” Ong vuron nguoi vé phia ngue toi. Toi nga ra sau. Ong gio khau stng Ién cao hon, lp khoang trong giira chiing toi, va rdi bat dau
luc soat t6i. Thoa mén, 6ng nga lai chd minh.

“Con may mén,” dng ndi, cudi nhéch mép.

Ong tiép tuc l4i. Ngay ca trong dém ti, ban ciing ¢6 thé c6 camnhan dugc sur sumsug twoi t6t ctia nhitng thir trén mit dat. Cay cdi dimg in bong lén
it tring, dung dua méc du hinh nhu khdng hé mdt gon gid. Xa xa, toi thay mot chiim dén sang. Hoyt chay theo con duong vé phia nhitng ngon dén.
Ban hiéu mau xam da bac mau ndi cho chiing t6i bict da dén Khu nudi ngrra Tur do. Ching tdi ddu xe ngay chd dau tién bén trai. Toi nhin ra cira xe. Toi
khong bict nhicu lim vé khu nubi ngya, nhung cai noi ngdn ngang nay thét an twong. C6 mdt toa nha trong giong nhu khu nha chira méy bay to du dé
chira mot chuc san choi tennis. Khu nu6i ngyra chinh c6 hinh chit V va kéo dai xa ngt tam niit t6i. C6 mdt dai phun mréc dang phun & chinh gitra khu
dat. Con c6 duong ranh va thanh xa dé nhay va chudng ngai vat.

Ciling c6 nguoi dang doi chiing toi.

Nim khau sting van chiia vao t6i, Hoyt ndi, “Ra ngoéi.”

Toi bude ra ngoai. Khi toi dong cura xe, tiéng sap cira vang vong trong khong gian yén tinh. Hoyt di vong qua xe va gi khéu sting vao mang sudn toi. Cac
logi mii dua dén mdt 4o anh hdi cho phién ¢ ving qué. Nhung khi ti nhin thay bon g3 dimg trrde mit minh, hai trong ching t6i nhén ra, hinh anh kia
bién mat.

Hai gi kia - t6i chura bao gios gip - déu mang kiéu sing trudng bén ty dong gi d6. Ching chia stng vao ching toi. Toi hiu nhu khong run réy. Toi dodn
14 t61 da quen véi viéc o sung chia vao minh. Mot trong bon gd ding phia xa bén phai gan 161 vao khu chudng ngwra. Ga khac dya vao mit cai xe bén
trai.



Hai g ti nhan ra dmg tm tum dudi mot ngon dén. Mot 1a Larry Gandle. Tén kia I Griffin Scope. Hoyt ding khau sing huych i tién vé phia trudc.
Khi chiing t6i tién vé phia ho, t6i thay cira toa nha Ion kia mo ra.

Eric Wu budc ra.

Tim t6i nén thinh thinh kén Iong ngye. Toi 6 thé nghe thély tiéng thé ctia minh trong tai. Chén t6i ngira ran. Toi c6 thé mién dich vi viéc bi sting ong de
doa, nhung co thé t6i nhd nhitng ngdn tay cia Wu. T6i vo tinh It lai mdt bude.

Wu hdu nhu khéng liéc nhin t6i. Han budc lai chd Griffin Scope va dua cho o ta cai gi do.

Hoyt béo t6i ding lai khi ching t6i cach khoang chuc mét. “Tin 6t lanh dy,” ong goi Ion.

Moi con méit d6 vao Griffin Scope. Di nhién t6i biét ngudi ndy. Suy cho cling, t6i 1 con trai ngudi ban cli va em trai ctia mot nhén vién than tin. Cling
nhu nhitng nguoi khac, t6i kinh s¢ ngudi dan 6ng vam v c6 d6i mat long lanh nay. Ong ta 1a loai ngudi ma ban ludn tim cach thu hit sy chil y ctia 6ng ta
- mot chién hifu vo-rng mua-cho-ban-mdt-ly ¢6 kha néng hi€m c6 la xoay x¢ nhur di trén ddy giira ban bé va ong chu. D6 1a mot thir két hop hiém khi
thanh durgc. Ong chi hodc ]a déanh mat sy kinh trong kAhl tro thanh ban be, hodc ban be buc bdi khi ngudi kia dot nhién trd thanh dng chi. Do khong
phai la van dé doi voi mot dau tau nhu Griffin Scope. Ong ta ludn bict cach dan 16i nhur the nao.

Griffin Scope trong bi rdi. “Tin tdt knh ha, Hoyt?”

Hoyt ¢b ran mdt nu cuoi. “Tin rat tdt nh, i nghi thé.”

“Tuyét voi,” Scope ni. Ong ta liéc nhin Wu. Wu git dau nhung van dimg yén tai chd. Scope noi, “Vay néi ta nghe tin ot inh ndo, Hoyt. Ta nong long
fam fim.”

Hoyt hing giong. “Trudc tién, ong phai hiéu diéu nay. Toi khong bao gio ¢6 y dinh ham hai ong. Thuc ra, t6i da phai 1 hye khing khiép dé chéc chan
khong mot thong tin budc ti ndo lot ra ngoai. Nhung t6i ciing can phéi ciru con gai t6i. Ong c6 thé hiéu didu d6 chu?”

Mat Scope simlai. “Ta ¢ hiéu mong mudn béo vé mot dtra con?” ong ta hoi, giong dng diing duc. “Co, Hoyt a, ta nghita cd hiéu.”
MOt con ngwra hi vang & xa. Tét ca xung quanh im king. Hoyt liém mdi va gio chiéc phong bi Ién.

“Céi gi thé, Hoyt?”

“Moi thir,” dng dép lai. “Anh, ban bao cao, bang phim Moi thir ma con gai t6i va Stephen Beck c¢6 duoc vé con trai ong.”

“C6 ban khong?”

“Duy nhat mdt,” Hoyt noi.

“O dau?”

“O mdt noi an toan. Luét sur giir nd. Néu ti khong goi cho 6ng ta trong mdt gio nita va noi cho ong ta mt khéu, 6ng ta s& tung ching ra. Toi khong ¢ y
de doa dau, ngai Scope. Toi s€ khong bao gio tiet 10 nhitng gi t6i biet. Toi cling cd qua nhicu thir s¢ mat nhur bat cr ai.”

“U,” Scope n6i. “Anh nén lam thé.”
“Nhung bay giy ong c6 thé dé ching t6i yén. Ong c6 tat thay roi. Toi s& giri phan con lai. Khong can thiét phai im ton hai toi hay gia dinh toi.”

Griffin Scope nhin Larry Gandle, roi Eric Wu. Hai g dimg vong ngoai mang vii khi ¢6 vé ciing théng. “Con trai ta thi sao, Hoyt? Mot ké nao do da bin
n6 nhur mit con chd. Anh mong doi ta bo qua viée d6 u?”

“Thé thoi,” Hoyt ni. “Elizabeth khong lam viée do.”

Scope nheo mét lai nhur thé rét quan tim, nhung t6i nghi t6i nhin thy thir g d6 khéc, mdt thir gn giéng voi simg sbt. “Xin hily ndi,” 6ng ta ndi. “Vay ai
lam?”

Toi nghe thiy Hoyt nudt khan kho nhoc. Ong quay sang va nhin ti. “David Beck.”
T6i khong ngac nhién. Toi ciing khong tirc gian.
“N6 giét con trai ong,” dng nhanh chéng néi tiép. “N6 phat hién chuyén gi dang xay ra va n6 quyét dinh tra thir.”

Scope ha hoc mdm va dit tay Ién ngwe. RSi cudi ciing dng nhin t6i. Wu va Gandle ciiing quay sang phia t6i. Scope nhin thing vao mit t6i va ndi, “Céu co
gindi d€ bién hd, bac siBeck?”

Toi suy nghi trong gidy lat. “Liéu c6 ich gi khong khi bao véi ong rang 6ng dy nbi ddi?”



Scope khong tra 10 tne tiép v6i toi. Ong ta quay sang Wu va n6i, “Mang h chiéc phong bi d6 lai cho ta.”

Wu c6 déng di ciia loi béo. Hin di vé phia chiing t0i, mim cui véi t0i, va t0i cam thiy modt vai mii co trén ngwoi minh theo bén néing co lai. Hén dimg
lai trude Hoyt va gio tay ra. Hoyt dua cho han chicc phong bi. Wu cam chicc phong bi bang mit tay. Bang tay con lai - t0i chua bao gio thay ai di
chuyén nhanh dén the - han gidt phing khau stng ctia Hoyt nhu the tir mdt dira tré, va némnd ra sau ong,

Hoyt noi, “Cai quéi...?”

Wu dam that hrc vao trung tim hé than kinh ctia 6ng. Hoyt nga khuyu gbi. Tat ca ching toi deu dimg va chimg kién ong ngi xuong ngay trudc nt, nén
oe. Wu vong lai, tir tir, d4 thing vao ngwe Hoyt. T6i nghe tiéng gy rup. Hoyt ndm ngira ra, mét chép chdp, chan tay dudi théng,

Griffin Scope tién dén, mim cuoi véi bd vo toi. ROl ong ta gio mot thir Ién khong trung, T6i liéc nhin. N6 nho, mau den.
Hoyt nhin 1én, nhd mau ra. “Toi khong hiéu,” ong ¢ thdt ra.

T6i ¢6 thé nhin thiy thir gidr ddy nim trén tay Scope. N6 1d mdt cai méy ghi 4m micro. Scope nhan niit chay. Toi nghe giong minh trude tién, roi dén
giong Hoyt:

“Elizabeth khong giét Brandon Scope.”

“Bd biét. B6 giét.”

Scope tit cai may ghi am. Khong ai n6i gi. Scope nhin bd vo t6i cham cham. Khi 6ng ta nhin xudng, toi nhin ra mjt loat chuyén. Toi nhan ra néu Hoyt
Parker biet nha ong bi dat mdy nghe trdm, 6ng cling bict xe ctia ong khong he tranh khoi s phin d6. DG chinh 1 1y do ong rdi khoi nha khi phat hién ra
chiing t0i & sén sau. D6 chinh 14 Iy do tai sao 6ng doi t61 ¢ trong xe. D6 chinh 14 y do ng ngat 161 61 khi ti n6i Elizabeth khong giet Brandon Scope. D6
chinh 14 Iy do vi sao 6ng thi nhan da giét ngudi & chd mi 6ng biét bon ching dang nghe. Toi nhén ra 6ng luc soat toi, dng thue sw cam thiy méy ghi kn
ma Carlson da dat lén nguc t0i, ring ong mubn chiic chan FBI ciing dang nghe moi thir va Scope s& khong budn lyc soét toi. Toi nhan ra  Hoyt Parker
dang himg t0i, rang trong khi dng da lim qué nhidu viéc t0i t&, bao gdm ca viée phan boi cha 61, ddy chi la mbt muru meo, mbt co hoi cudi cing dé
chudc 16i, rang cubi ctng, 6ng, chir khong phai toi, s& hy sinh ban thin minh aé clru tit ca ching toi. Toi ciing nhan ra dé ké hoach ctia minh thanh cong,
ong phai lam thém mdt dleu nita. Vivay toi budc di. Va ngay ca khi t6i nghe tleng truc thang ctia FBI bat dAu ha xudng, ngay ca khi t6i nghe gong

Carlson qua loa hét bao tit ca dimg yén, t0i chimg kién canh Hoyt Parker v6i xudng bao sting deo & it ¢4 chén, 16i ra mdt khéu sung, va bén ba phat
vao Griffin Scope. Rdi t6i chimg kién canh 6ng xoay khiu stng lai.

Toi hét 1én “Khong!” nhung phat sting cudi cling da roi nong,
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Ching t0i mai ting Hoyt bon ngity sau d6. Hang nghin cénh sat méic dong phuc dén bay t6 sy kinh trong. Thong tin chi tiét nhimg g} da xy ra tai khu nha
Scope chua dugc tiét 10 ra, va t0i khong chac ching ¢6 bao gio duoc tit 10. Ngay ca me Elizabeth cling khong doi nghe cau tra 104, nhung ¢ I 1a do ba
suong dién lén khi con gai da chét ctia minh quay tr6 ve. N6 khién ba khong mudn dét qua nhiéu cau hoi hay nhin qua k¥ ludng vao nhimg k& nurt. Toi
0 thé thau hiéu.

Bay gity, Hoyt Parker hy sinh nhu mdt anh hing. Va ¢6 1§ d6 1a syr that. Toi khong phai i quan toa gioi nhét.

Hoyt da viét ra ca mdt 10i th t6i dai, co ban i n6i lai nhimg diéu ong da néi véi t6i lic ¢ trong xe. Carlson dura cho i xem.

“Céi nay két thic moi chuyén chua?” t6i hoi.

“Chung t6i van phai tién hanh budc t6i Gandle, Wu va vai tén khac nira,” anh ta n6i. “Nhung khi Griffin Scope da chét rdi, moi nguoi gior ddy ai ciing rut
lai ca.”

Con quéi vét trong thin thoai, toi nghi. Ban khong chat duné. Ban démthflng vao timno.
“Anh da thong minh khi dén giip 61 lic ching bit coc thing bé,” Carlson néi véi toi.
“T6i con ¢6 hua chon nao khac?”

“Rét t6t.” Carlson bét tay toi. “Bao trong, béc si Beck.”
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“Anh ciing the,” t61 noi.

Ban c6 thé mudn biét thé Tyrese c6 di xubng Florida hay khong va chuyén gi xay ra voi TJ va Latisha. Ban c6 thé tir hoi thé Shauna va Linda c6 & cing
nhau va viéc d6 c6 y nghiia thé ndo voi Mark. Nhung t6i khong thé n6i bt ctr chuyén ndo trong sb trén vi t6i khong biét.

Céu chuyén nay két thic tai day, bén ngay sau khi Hoyt Parker va Griffin Scope chét. Pa muon. Qua muon. Toi ndm trén giwong cing Elizabeth, ngim
co thé nang phap phong trong giac ngu. Toi ngamnang suot T6i hiu nhu khong nhdm mét lai. Nhimg gidc mo ca t6i da buéng binh dao ngroc hoan
toan. Gio day trong nhiing gidc mo, t01 mo thdy minh mét nang - nang lai chét mot lan nira va t6i lai o doc. Vi vy t6i dm nang rat nhidu. Toi thém khat
va khong thé roi ra ndi. Nang ciing thé. Nhung bon t6i s& giai quyét duoc thoi.

Nhur thé cam thy it ti dén trén ngudi, Elizabeth quay sang. Toi mim cudi v6i nang. Nang mim cuoi lai v toi thiy tim minh bay vit 1én. Toi nhé cai
ngay & ho. To6i nhé minh dang tha tr6i trén cai be d6. Va t6i nhd minh da quyét dinh néi voi nang su that.

“Chimg minh can n6i chuyén,” tdi noi.
“Em khong nghi thé dau.”

“Ching minh da khong hay khi it bi mét v6i nhau, Elizabeth a. N6 chinh Ia thir dau tién gy nén cdi déng Ion xon nay. Néu ching minh ndi véi nhau moi
thir...” t6i khong nbi hét.

Nang git ddu. Va t6i nhan ra ring nang biét. Ring nang luon luon biét.

“B6 em,” t0i n6i. “Ong luén nghi ring em giét Brandon Scope.”

“Em da ndi v6i bd thé.”

“Nhung cudi cing...” ti ding 104, bat dau lai. “Khi anh n6i trong xe ring em khong giét hin, em ¢ nghi bb nhén ra syr that khong?”
“Em khong biét,” Elizabeth n6i. “Em thich nghii ring c6 1& bb da nhin ra.”

“Vay bd da hy sinh than minh cho ching ta.”

“Hay b6 c6 ngin anh am nhu thé,” néng n6i. “Hay c6 thé bd chét ma vin nghif em giét Brandon Scope. Chiing minh s& khong bao gio thye sy biét. Va
diéu do cting khdng quan trong,”

Chiing t61 nhin nhau.

“Em biét,” t1 n6i, ngure nho kén. “Ngay tir dau. Em...”

Nang béo t6i im king bang mdt ngon tay dat lén moi toi. “Puoc rdi.”

“Bmbo tAt ca nhirng thir 6 vao hop két st an toan,” t01 ndi, “vi anh.”

“Emmudn bao vé anh,” nang noi.

“D6 Ia tyr v&,” t6i n6i, mdt 1an nita nho lai cam giac khiu sting trong tay minh, tiéng nd kinh tom khi t6i kéo co sing.

“Em biét,” nang néi, vong tay quanh cd i va kéo t6i lai gin. “Embiét.”

Ban thy déy, t6i chinh I ngudi ¢ nha khi Brandon Scope dot nhdp vao nha ching t6i tim nam trude. Toi ch1'13h 13 ngudi ndm mdt minh trén giwdng khi
hén lén vao mang theo con dao. Ching t6i vat on. Toi v& lay khau sing cta cha toi. Han xong 1én dam. Toind sting va gict chet han. Va roi, trong con
hoang loan, t0i bo chay. Toi cd tap trung suy nghi, tim cach xem minh phai lam gi. Khi binh finh tr6 lai, khi 61 tr& vé nha, thi thé da bién mat. Khau sting
ciing vay. Toi mubn ké véi nang, Toi dinh ké khi & hd. Nhung cudi cing, t6i ching n6i diéu gi ca. Cho dén tan bay gio.

Nhur t6i bao ban lic trude rdi ddy, néu ti noi sur that ngay tir lic ban dau...

Nang kéo tbi lai gin hon.

“Em & ddy,” Elizabeth thi thim

O déy. V6i toi. S& mit mdt lic m6i chip nhan duoc didu d6. Nhung t6i s& m dugc. Ching t61 6m nhau va chim vao gidc ngi. Ching t6i s& thirc day

ctng nhau sém mai. Va budi sang ngdy mai ctia ngiy mai nita. Khu6n mit ning I thir dau tién t6i nhin thiy mdi ngaty. Giong n6i nang 13 thir dau tién t6i
nghe thiy. Va t6i biét, minh luén chi can c6 vay.

Hét
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