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o1 vira xinh dep nhung tai sao lai nhu mot con & trong nha Tir gia thé nay 22? Nang dang séng mdt cude séng nham chén khong ¢6 bé ban, liéu nhu
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Chuong 1

Tén c6 1a Tir Dat.

Chi la TUr Pat ma thoi.

Thién ha sinh bon nurée, Tay Huyén cling Dai Nguy, Bic Dudng, NamLﬁmdét dai lién mach, phong tuc coi mo, van hay kiéu ngao Vv tai néng cta minh.
Pham nhing con chiu ¢6 tai can ctia cac bic quan I6n hay quy toc déu thich thém hai chir Tay Huyen vao trude tén dé tur xung, theo thoi gian, dan tro
thanh mét loai thong 1€ dang tu hao cua Tay Huyén.

Chéng han, Tay Huyén Tir Tryc. Ching han, Ty Huyén Tir Hoi.

Mot khi khong phai 1 ké tai nng xuét ching, tuyét d6i khong thé thém hai chir Tay Huyén vao duoc.

Vidy nhu, Tir Pat.

Tir Pat sinh ra trong danh mon thé gia, bity ddi t6 tién ngudi ndo ngwdi ndy déu oanh oanh liét figt, khong phai  try cot triu dinh tan tuy cong hién dén
tan khi nham mat thi cling 13 ménh tudng day nhiét huyet di dau noi bién cuong,

Tién dé timg tinh co nhic dén—

M6t nguoi con gai Tir gia, nhip vao hdu cung gan giii Hoang dé, 1 ndi cam gian cta Tay Huyén.

Tir d6 vé sau con gai Tir gia khong phong phi, khong phén biét nam nit, khong c6 gi bit ngd xay ra, tinh mang, sinh tir déu tan hién vi Tay Huyén.
Mii dén doi Tir Dat.

Nam Ay ¢6 méi nam tudi, cac than su xem boi xem tudng tir khéip noi t& tu vé kinh do. Tay Huyén rét coi trong than sur, hét ong tin twong ring doi ngudi
nén c6 nhitng thoi khac huy hoang xan lan, bat dau tir lic sinh ménh khoi chay da ghi hon khac cot.

Tir Trwong Phong ciing gidng nhitng nguoi Tay Huyén khac, nhan dip hom do vira van 1 sinh nhat trurong nit Tir True, trinh trong moi than su dén xem
ménh cho thé h¢ moi ctia Tur gia.

Céc vi thn su duoc moi sau khi tinh ra hdu van ctia Tir Truc, ]éy but mure ra, luu loat nhu mily bay nude chay viét kin mdt cudn glﬁy Tur Truong Phong
lat tirng to, licc nét qua Tir Tryre, kh€ mim cuoi.

“Vay I tién dd cta Pai tiéu thur 1on lao dén mirc khé do duge do.” Trong tan khéch c6 ngudi cudi noi.
“C6 thé dang hién tai niing cho Tay Huyén, i phic khi cta Tir Tryc.”

Tip theo, chur vi thin sur sau khi tinh ménh cita bé gdi Tir Hoi, Tir Truong Phong nhén Hy & gidy cling chi chit chir kia, trong mit hign kén vé kinh ngac,
nhin v& phia tiéu Tir HOi.

“Tuong lai ctia Tam tiéu thu. ..”
“Ha ha, khong néi dugc khong néi duoc.” Tuy bao vay, nhung Tir Truong Phong timg khoe miit dudi may déu cuc ky hai long,

Khi ng nhén Iy t& gidy ghi hau vin ctia thir nit Tir Dat, bong thiy c6 chut ky la, than sur bay gios viét rat nhanh thi phai. ..
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Trén o gidy mong manh, chi c6 hai hang chir.
Dt khoat md ra, nhin that k§ hai hang do.

Ngay Bp tic, 6ng bién sic, lién tuc doc sudt chin & gidy ctia chin vi thin sw, thiy khong sai biét gi im. Ong theo ban ning liéc nhin ¢6 bé ndm tubi Tir
Dat.

Tir Pat chot da, ciing theo ban ning lang tranh anh niit séc bén ctia phu than, rit mudn i lai ndp sau Tir Truc va Tir HOi, mién sao ngudi khac dimg dé
y Ia dugc.

Trong tAn khéch c6 ké biét c6 chuyén khong vira 1ong, lién dtmg ra hoa gii:

“Than su Tay Huyén tir truée dén nay khong bao gid n6i doi, nhung nhing vi & day chua phal ]a Xuat sic. Tir dai nhan, néu ban vé thin su giéi nhit Tay
Huyén thi khong ai ngoai Vién D6 dai sur, nghe ni biy gior 6ng 4y ciing dang ¢ kinh do, hay 1. .

Nhic Tao Thao, Tao Thio qua la & ngoai cira chd. Tir Truong Phong da som dua thiép moi bi than sur ddu bac niy ghé phit mdt in, thay ong ta khoan
thai dén cham khong gidn m mimg, naim do chinh vi dai sir Vién D6 nay da doan ménh ong khong sai mdt ly, vay thi tinh hau vén cho ba dtra con gii
ndy di it di nhiéu ciing phai chinh x4c.

“Ta d4 xem ménh cho ba vi tiéu thur trurde ca rdi, bay gid 1 diic biét dén dé nhin dién mao thdi.”” Vi dai sw d6 cudi bao, di dén trude it trudng nir,
giong néi mang vé khen ngoi: “Dai tiéu thur tai ngang nam nhi diong thoi, tinh tinh qua quyét, néu di theo vin 19, tuong lai nhét dinh s& dugc Hoang
Thuong trong dung.”

“Ding vay. Tiéu nit von khong thich v5, lic hai mudi mudi con dang é a doc tho, né da c6 thé viét dugce van chuong ” Tir Truong Phong lai nghe dai sur
tram tr0 Ve tai nang trudng nit, tien do turong lai rang 1d xan lan luu danh str sach van van vii vil

Vién Db dai s lai quay sang c6 bé Tir HoL

Nhin tir trén xudng dudi vai heot, ong thor dai: “Am phit (Am gian — BB ) tudng quan, ngoai cd bé nay ra khong con ai khac.”

Loi ndy vira dirt, moi ngudi 6 kén.

Tir Truong Phong khong gidu duoc sic mit vui mimg Liic true chur vi thin su viét déu hét sirc ham siic, duy chi co Vien Do mdt 1oi n6i thang sur that,
khién 6ng thyre rat co it mii. Vi Ampha tuéng quan doi trude cua Tay Huyén ciing da 1 ndm muroi nam trude, tudi hai muroi lim da mat, tuy sb ménh
Am gian tuéng quan von 1 thé, nhung c6 thé ¢6 duge mdt vi Am phu tudng quéan nir thi chéic chin 1 vinh quang vo han ctia Tir gia.
Tir Trudng Phong vui vé nhin dira con gai nho Tir Hoi, quay sang Tir Pat. “Pat nhi, lai ddy.”

Tir Pat trong long vo cting khong mudn, nhung chi ¢6 thé mién cudng budc toi.

“Vién D6 dai su, dy 1a thir nir Tir Dat...”

Vién D6 nhin Tir Pat, mét 16 vé ky di.

Tir Trwong Phong than nhién liéc qua Tir Dat, n6i: “Pai sur xin ¢t n6i thing, khong sao.”

“Dai nhén. .. Hay néi thim di?”

Tir Trwong Phong lap tirc khé bién sic, nhin thiy trong tan khéch ngudi ngudi to md khong thdi, lai cb cudi ndi:

“Khong sao khong sao, dai su ctr viée ndi di.”

“Chi ¢6 bén chit.”

“Bdn chit?”” Tir Truong Phong By lam la hoi. So véi hai hang hinh nhur cang #t?

“Mot doi Nhi tiéu thur, binh thuan, 6n hrong”

Gi6 xuan kh& luét, nhe nhang thdi cat bay xa.

Thanh nién niic cAm y dra tay 40 rong thénh Ién che gi6, vén tim man hdng, di vao gian Ibu méu do cudi noi:

“Dung Tri huynh, c6 cho tiéu dé muron ci gi xem dau vét dwoc khong, chd niy ding hudng gié, mii phi day bui bay gio day.”
Thanh nién bi goi 12 Ly Dung Tri, ung dung tao nha curdi noi:

“Pdng dao Tay Huyén thurdng bao vui tiét xuan khién nguoi ta héa con nit, qua nhién khong sai. Lam T, con khong mau chuyén ghé dira cho Béc



Puong Vuong gia.”
Gian léu ndy [ s¢ hitu ctia Pai Nguy chét tir [1] Ly Dung Tri, con ké i choi khong ai khéc 1 Bic Puong chét tir On Vu Y.

Tuy rang thién ha chia thanh bén qudc gia Ion, nhung nhirg nue nho 6 bién cuong van mudn ton tai. Tir trim nam trude bdn nude da ¢6 chi truong
trao ddi chét tir mong hda binh, nay kinh d6 Tay Huyén khong thiu chét tir tir cac nude khac 161 Puong nhicn, chét tir ctia cac nude nho thi dai ngd
khong thé bang véi chat tir ciia tir quc, ma Pai Nguy cing Bic Puong thi dung 1 hai trong s6 do.

O Tay Huyén, hoang toc, dan ching déu rét thich dau vat, mdi an dén dip du k ca kinh thanh d6 x6 ra dudng, my hom nay ngong ngong dén trén
chung keét, khu léu bén trong da bi hoéngNt(f)c chiém sach, khu dat bén ngoai danh cho dan chiing. Ngudi hau Lam Ta voi vang dua ghé dua, bo dém
gam, cham thém tra, khong dam cham tré.

On Vu Y khé cudi, vén 40 ngdi xudng, luroi biéng noi:

“Thang trudc trong phi Dung Tri huynh 6 trom, nghe néi tén trom d6 ngd sat moit ngudi hu trong phi, cudi cling trdn khong thoat lién cin hudi tyr sat,
dung khong?”’

“Chuyén gi ciing khong thoat khoi méit cau.” Ly Dung Tri than thiét mim cuoi, quay sang bao Lam T: “Gié king rdi, kéo min ra di.”
Birc man d6 chén gi6 duroc kéo ra, tir goc d6 nay nhin ra ngoai, ding 1 chd tdt nhit dé quan sat.

“Hai thang dan ng khoa than kéo Ién day xudng, dep d& gi mi xem?” On Vu' Y néi, nhung van hing héi cham chi nhin, con thong thém mdt cau: “Néu
con gai Ty Huyén ciing khoa than dau vat, vay moi [a dang ngd. Bon virong chac chan sé& chii tim thudng thire, dam bao khong bo qua.”
Ly Dung Tri chi mim cudi. Hai nguoi giita sin dang d4u sirc, bdng mdt trang han bét dugc diém so siy cta dbi phirong, muron hye nng thin hinh khong
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10 kia wirt ra ngoai, hét lon: “Tiép!
Bdng chdc, chi thiy giira san cat vang cudn cudn, trdng vang timg hdi giuc gid, dan ching phén khich 6n ao.

Ly Dung Tri tuy pgé)i xem, nhung canh bao hre nhur vay khong hop véi tinh tinh ciia hén, chéing miy chdc da thiy hin khong thém chia y nira, 6 khi con
luét mat nhin cho khac.
Ngudi hdu trong 1u liéc nhin nhau, 4m thim cam thén chi tir nha minh qua | ngudi tot, thién hrong hién tir hét sirc noi.
Bic Puong On Vu Y trao phing cudi, hét nhin dong lai ngd tay. Bén canh gia dé truong dao c6 béng ngudi quen niit. Doi it dep cia hin lp tirc sang
ngoi, cudi ndi: “Dung Tri huynh, huynh xem, ai vay kia?”

Ly Dung Tri nhin lai. Dang ngudi kia nhin qua rét quen, hai nim nay ¢6 thay d6i, giao tinh ciing rat t6t, thiy nang lién khién nguoi ta vui vé. Han cuoi ndi:
“Hoéa ra Ia Tur nhi c6 nuong.”

“Diing vdy, kh6 immdi thiy Tir Pat xuit hién & truong dau vat d6 nha. Khoang cach xa nhur vy, huynh doan xem kim sao t6i nhén ra dwoc d6? Cac
¢d gai Ty Huyén thich niic Khiic cu thim y [2], tuy nira phan cing khong chiu 16 ra ngoai, nhung vong ngue vong eo déu tréng cuc dep, trén xiém 4o

ctia nang khong c6 mdt hoa vin phurgng hoang nao, day méi ki méu chdt dé bon virong nhan ra.” On Vu Y iy con mit ciia mot ké thudng thire my nhén
ng6 chiam cham Tir Pat. Vong eo kia, dang ngudi trong xiém y dang dimg kia déu mfy 1 nhur thé, tai sao lai khéng bi tén dan ong nao phét hién ra?

On Vu Y lai n6i: “Ai ciing bao cac my nhén trong phit bn virong déu xinh dep kiéu diém nhat nhi Tay Huyén, tuy viy bon virong lai thiy, my nhén tuy la
my nhan, méc xiém y Tay Huyén thi dep that, nhung sau khi c6i sach ra lai mat divai phan nhan sic. Con Tir at ndy, theo kinh nghiém da trai qua vo sb
phu nit ctia bdn virong, sau khi coi xiémy, than thé chic chén van yéu diéu mém mai. .

Ly Dung Tri than nhién liéc hén mdt cai.

On Vu Y khé sung lai, gip cn quat gd vao miéng, “Bon virong 15 101, Giong diéu hét sirc chan thanh, lim cho nguoi ta tin that 1 hin chi vo ¥ ndi vay
thoi.

Ly Dung Tri cu6i ndi: “Nhi ¢6 nuong la mit ¢ nwong tt, Virong gia sau nay n6i chuyén phéi cin than.” Han quay du nhin qua bon ngudi hu, nhe
nhang bao: “Hom nay khong nghe thay dicu gi ca, bict chua?”

Tét ca ngudi hiu déu da.

“Ai” On Vu Y thd dai: “Di c6 ndi gi thi vin ménh ciing a vay thoi, phai khong? Dung Tri huynh, huynh dén vao nam Dirc Tan thir hai muroi ba, sau ta
tan hai nam, bo 1o mét méan kich vui lic d6. Nam 4y Tir gia dura thiép mdi dén tén tay ta, ta thich ndo nhiét phai di, tién thé xem xem Tir gia TAy Huyén
1t cude s& an ndi thé nao? Lic o Vien DO d6 bao Tir Pat ca doi binh thuan 6n lrong, ta nhin mit Tir Truong Phong xem thir thi, chic chic, xanh nhu
tau 14 chudi, con dang tiéc tiéu Tir Pat lic 4y mot cau ciing khong dam phat ra khoi miéng,” Méi nhay it d6 m nay da trd thanh my nhén tuyét sic
nha! On Vu'Y cudi dén hip ca mit, chiim chi nhin c6 gai xinh dep dang xem d4u vét kia.

Ly Dung Tri tir chbi cho y kién, cting héin nhin v& phia Tir Pat.

On Vu Y miic mdt n115ng canh so trong chiéc bat trén ban dua vao miéng. Chép miéng mdt ci, hén cudi ndi:



“Binh thuén, 6n lrong miic ké & Dai Nguy hay I Béc Pudng, ddi véi cac ¢d gai ma néi déu i chuyén tt, nhumg khd ndi 1 nang xuét than Tay Huyén,
Nguoi Tay Huyén hét long tin vao phurong hoang tim lira, con chau cac doi Tir gia ¢6 ai khong phai nguoi tai ba? May cai tén thin su d6 n6i chuyén
cting khong ngd chd ma noi, gibng nhur khong hiy ca doi mot c6 gai thi khong chiu duoc vay. Nang bi phan mdt doi tim thuong, tinh tinh do dur thiéu
quyét dodn, khong phai loai nguoi tyr tin hing diing, ngay ca cong 1ong phurong hoang ciing khong thé cham t6i, thuc 1 vo cling dang thurong,”

Ly Dung Tri chan may kh& nhiu, nhung van khong hé tiép 10i.

Dot nhién, Tir Pat gip phai anh mit On Vu Y, hén cuoi vui vé, vAy vay tay vdi ¢d, y mudn ¢ lai day ctng han huyén vai cau. Ciing khong biét tir ddu
théi quen ndy tir dau ma c6, hai ndm nay mdi khi nhin thay Tir Pat 1 phai tro chuyén ciing ¢6 moi thiy dé chiu.

Hin liéc qua Ly Dung Tri. Ly Dung Tri ciing khong phan d6i héin moi Tir Pat dén. Ding r6i, pham 1 ngudi thong minh déu nén git mot mdi giao tinh tot
voi Tir Pat ma.

Tir Bat nhdm chirc Phurong Vi Lénh, bbng 16c ngan thach [3], tuy ring chirc danh rat ém tai, nhung thit ra hoang dé Tay Huyén lai vi chuyén d6 ma vo
cung phlen ndo. Kinh d6 von 14 dai ban doanh ctia hoang toc, bd nhiém chirc quan nio ciiing phai ngd trude nhin sau kéo khong hiém nguoi khé chiu,
vay ma hét 1n nay dén lan khac déu 1 nguoi Tir gia. . . Vi thé khong con céch ndo khac danh phan cho mdt vi tri nho bé, quan Phuong Vi chuyén lo
viéc lat vat trong phu cac chat ttr & kinh d6, chang han thang trurde mot tén trdm khong duge thong mmh cho lirpbb vao phu chat tir Pai Nguy, vira van
gip Phuong Vii Lénh Tir Pat dang an com trong d6, kip thoi bao v¢ Ly Dung Tri, tén d6 mai giét nham ngudi hau Pai Nguy r6i tur sat.

Lai nhur thang trudc, chit tir Bac Puong On Vu Y tir virdn hoa mot nha giau trong kinh thanh tréo tudng chay ra, quin 4o x¢ xéch xd¢ xéch, ca nguoi
surc nirc nii son phan, ma ngay dang sau vuron hoa lai [ phong c6 sung thiép ctia tén nha giau d6. Liic d6 Tir Bat dang ding dudi tan cay tri mura, cl
nhdy vuot rao dé suyt chut nita de chét co.

Thé 14 hai pglr(‘)i nh]n 1~1hau trong camnin, cubi cung nguoi phy trach “G@a vu tiéu su nhin thin tiéu an toan” Phuong Vil Lénh Tur Pat ki{:n tri th’uyét phuc,
tai khoan On Vu Y bong choc bay veo hai ngan hrgng, con cd sting thiép ctia tén nha giau d6 vo cling hanh phiic bude vao phu ctia chat tir Bac Puong,
trd thanh phu nhan thir muroi tam

Trong mﬁt moi nguoi, Phuong Vi Lénh chuyén lo nrfiy viée 10ng ga vo toi kiéu nhur thé, con ngay thudng yé dé d6 quan viéc tri an dudi quyén Chép kim
ngd [4] Tan Pai Vinh, néu kinh thanh c6 sy kién 16n vé tri an, chi can quan Phurong Vit khong ban biu nhat dinh s giip mot tay.

“Huynh c6 dé y thay, tir khi Tir Dat nhim chitc Phuong Vii Lénh, céc chét tir it ¢6 ngwoi gip chuyén khong may?” On Vu Y giéng nhur im bam fu
bau, c0 y ha giong khong d€ ngudi hau nghe thay.

Pong tac udng tra ctia Ly Dung Tri bong hoi khyung lai.

“Rét nhidu viée lai than ky nhu vy d6, mbt ngwdi ca doi an yén nhan than, nhung ciing co thé 1m cho ngudi bén canh nhan than an yén, Dung Tri huynh,
huynh ¢6 thay thuc khong hiéu ndi?” On Vu Y cudi, lai cam khai: “Ai, my nhin oi my nhan &, tai sao nang lai goi Ia Tir Pat vay ha?”

Tir Pat dang cti ngudi budc vao 1Bu nghe vay, cuodi dap: “Mau than dit tén nhur vay, Tur Pat khong thé stra duoc.”

“Néu nang khong phai i Tir Dat, ta d& nrdc nang vé nha tir Jau rdi, a hay 1 nang bién dang di mdt chit, ta ciing s& bét ham muén di d6.” Loi ndi rét ¢6
Vé tiéc nudi.

Da mit Tir Pat cing ra. Mdi lan vi chét tir Bic Dudng Virong gia nhin thiy c6 1 lai néi nhimg cau diy mo amnhu vay, ¢6 ciing chi c6 thé it diée tai
ngo.

“Nhi c6 mrong vat va roi.”

Tur Dat quay d4u thiy Ly Dung Tri 4m ap 4n can thidm hoi, trong long bong chic vui vé hin én. C6 cudi nheo mit: “Khong vat va khong vt va, day déu
12 bon phan cta ty chirc ma!”

On Vu Y ngdi nhin, tira tiéu phi tiéu. “Tan Pai Vinh dau? Tran d4u vat nay hinh nhur | hoang thit Tay Huyén lm cho, hin khong dén ma duoc sao?””
“Téu tir sau khi sinh bj phong han, bénh cii tAi phat, thu finh d3 vao cung xin phép & nha vai chi dy hai ngay.”

On Vu Y nhuéng hang mi den nhur mure, chiim chii nhin khuén mit ddy nét cudi cta ¢6. “Sinh trai hay gai?”

Tir Pat kinh ngac liéc hin modt cai, dap: “Trai.”

“C6 da di tham chura?”

“ .. Van chua.”

“Tir Pat, nghe n6i Tan phu nhan khong thich c6, ding khong?”

Tir Pat ngn ra, lap tirc troi cudi rang r& néi: “Trén doi ndy m gi ¢6 ai dugc tit ca moi nguoi déu thich?”



Ly Dung Tri khong phan Gmg g, quay (15u nhe nhing n6i véi ngudi hiu: “Céc ngwoi di xudng chuan bi kiu trude di. Lat nita khi tan tran, nguoi ta chic
chan s€ chen lan nghet durong, khong bang ctr di trude thi hon.”

Tir Pat lap tirc hai mét sang nre 13, cam dong nhin Ly Dung Tri dim dudi. Néu ¢b c6 mdt cai dudi, chic gio phit nay da vay vy Ky long.

Doi cho ngtrb’ihéure}ngqéihét, On Vu'Y mdi t6 vé khong bang long: “Dmg”,l"rihuynhchaz.ngtét @i hét, ta ching qua chi mubn n6i ring Tan phu nhin
dung mao thanh ti van do ky véi vé dep cta Tur Dat thoi, hai ngudi lai nghi dén dau vay?”

Ly Dung Tri cong cong khoe mit, cuoi noi:
“Ngudi ndi v tam, ké nghe ¢b y. L& nhur truyén ra tin dn nhi ¢6 mrong thich Chap kimngd, chéng phéi lim hong ca danh tiét ctia nang hay sao?”
Tir Pat mé miéng mubn n6i, On Vau Y lai hrdi biéng dap:

“Chi bang hin? Luin tuéng mao, luin gia the IuAn hoc thirc, hén van van lan khong bi kip bon vuong. Ngay ca Dung Tri huynh........ » Hin than nhién
danh gid Ly Dung Tri, cudi ndi: “Ngoai trir tim than trong sach thi ciing khong ¢6 diém nio t5t hon ta dau!”

Tir at nit nhin miii, miii nhin tim. Trude kia ¢6 khong biét tam tur cac chét tir nhur thé no, nhung hai nam sau khi nham chirc, Fiép xtc nhiéu ¢ phil céc
chat tr, phat hién ra tai ning dién kich ctia cac Vurong gia chat tir vo cling tot, du trong tim tiém tang dich y, ngoai mit van c6 thé hét nhur huynh d¢.

Buong nhién, chét tir Pai Nguy, Virong gia Ly Dung Tri la ngoai 6. Hén I chat tir ma ¢6 thay tinh tinh than thiét d& chiu nhét. . - Khong, phai ndi hén
phim tinh 6 6n nhudn nhu ngoc, thanh khiét cao thuong, dep twa nhu hoa lan, khong c6 chit sac nhon, chi ¢6 gi6 xuan diu dang thoi t6i, khién nguoi an
tam khong can phong bi, 1a nguoi duoc Iong ¢6 nhidu nhét.

Néu cudi, phai cudi Ly Dung Tri.

Pay I tiéng long ciia ¢6, mbi khi vira thdy hiin, ¢6 s& theo ban néing chinh sira y phuc mdt hrot, Ky dién mao xinh dep nhét dén gip hén.

Nghi den do, c0 khe kéo bng tay 4o, xac dinh séc 40 hom nay mic nhin khong den da. Mau da ciia ¢6 so vai céc ¢d gai Tay Huyén c6 sam hon mit
chiit, néu mau sic quan 4o khong hop, rét d& tré thanh cai cdy bi sét danh chay thui.

Chot ¢d dwa mét nhin hrét qua ban, stmg sét.
“Oi 6i, ai sang mét Ién vay kia?” On Vu Y cudi noi

Ly Dung Tri cling curoi, nét cudi thanh nhd nhan nhat, diu dang tura anh trang, hén dua bat canh so qua bén kia ban. “Sang nay thirong nhin Pai Nguy
dua dén cho ta, moi gian léu déu c6 mdt phan, ¢4 ngudi r6i, nhung néu nhi c6 nuong khdng ché thi xin moi ding thir.”

C6 nudt nudt e miéng, Am bam:

“Hén g t6i ctr ngiri thdy mii hai san. .. Hoa ra 1 vi Vuong gia ndo ciiing c6. ..” Tay Huyén khong gidp bién, hai san khong nhiéu, cho du 6, huong vi
ciing con lau mdi bi kip hai san Pai Nguy.

Dai Nguy ké blen, hai san cac loai nhiéu dén ndi an ca ngay ciing khong hét — c6 nghe thuong Iir ndi nhu viy. C6 cling da dwoc Ly Dung Tri nhiét tinh
moi dén phi dé an hai san rmy lan. Céc thirc d6 déu la 1 thirong nhan Bai Nguy mang den, qua that co nhiéu loai co chua timg thiy qua, huong vi ngon
hon nhiéu so véi Tay Huyén, nhung Ly Dung Tri ni, vin chua bang duoc cac thir tuoi song ¢ Dai Nguy.

Thire m c6 nhung nhé nha. .. Mi khi thém &n lai nhin vé phia Dai Nguy ma tuéng trong,

On Vu Y nhin ¢6 dang rang hét sirc che gidu sur hau an ctia minh, ha ha cuoi:

“An di an di, nhin c6 nhu thé ndy bon virong khong déam giat ctia ¢6 d4u.” Hén vira nhin qua Ly Dung Tri, vira cuoi: “Hén g méy Jan ta moi t6i ph an da
tiéc, Tir Pat co deulaycalgum khong xtmg, khong dang ra dé tir chdi, m lai di nhan 161 Dung Tri huynh. . . Dung Tri huynh, thii doan ctia huynh cling
that a cao do.”

Ly Dung Tri chi curoi khong noi.

Da mit Tir Dat nhe hong Ién. C6 mim cudi than thé: “Cling khong thé ndi nhur vy. Yén hdi clia Virong gia néu moi nhiéu ngwo di, Tir Pat di, chi so
nguoi khac khong vui; con néu chi moi moi Tir Pat. .. Tir Pat e cac phu nhan hi€u lam, vy thi thue khong tot.”

On Vu'Y chép chop doi mét dep, cudi nbi:
“C6 s bon vurong quan khong ndi bon ho sao? D ngiy mai bon virong lai tiép tuc nap thiép, bon ho c6 ai ddm hé ring mot tiéng?”’

““Ai khong ddm hé rang mdt tiéng viy?” Rém do bi kéo lén, mdt nam tir tré tubi méic quan 4o Tay Huyén théu hoa véin phuong hoang d6 thim di vao leu.
Han néi: “Ta nghe ndi Pai Nguy Vuong gia da chuan bi kiéu, d&€m nay phii ta to chirc yén, nguoi sao lai r6i di trude nhu vay ha?”

Li Dung Tri cing On Vu Y dimg dy, n6i: “Nhj hoang tir.”



Nhj hoéng tir Ty Huyén nhin trén ban, lai nhin vé Ly Dung Tri. “Pai Nguy Vwong gia that duoc long ngudi, mdi gian léu déu ¢6 mdt mim nhu vy,
nhimg chat ttr khong c6 tac dung gi cling c6 ca.”

Ly Dung Tri khoe mi¢ng khé& cong, dap:

“Thir ndy &n qué nhiéu mdt ltc ciing khong tdt, chi béng cir chia déu ra ngoai. Nhj hoang tir néu thich, Ian t6i khi throng it Dai Neyy dura dén nita, ta s&
bao ho dem ti cho nguoi nhi€u hon.”

Nhi hoang tr khong ndi gi, lai danh gia Li Dung Tri Hén nhéch nhéch miéng; “Bét ctr lic ndo gip nguwoi, ta déu thiy cai cach tao nhi lich thiép nay khong
hop v6i ngudi Tay Huyén.” Khoe niit gip phéi cai gi, hin quay dau nhin lai, thoang kinh ngac.

“Ngudi & dau ra thé ndy? Cac nguoi gidu ¢d gai ndy & day ha?”
“Ty chirc Tir Pat.” C6 cti dau dap.

“_.Tir Pat?” Hin ngan ra. “Tir gia. .. Tir Dat?”

“Plng Ia ty chire.”

C6 thir nir Tir gia ndy luion & ngoai trung tim quyeén lyrc hoang thét, hén chi nhé dang vé lic nho ctia ¢6 ciing kha dé nhin, con hién tai —Ngwoi ngéng
du len.”

Ly Dung Tri nhin nhj hoang tir, On Vu Y cti dau nghich cay quat.

Tir Pat vﬁng 101, khé ngéngdﬁu, nhung 4nh mit v?mnhmm()ng, Thl v@ trong cung cg') néiNhjhoéngt& rat tir té t6t bung véi Tir Tryre, mdt g dan ong tu
nhién qua t6t bung voi mdt ¢d gai, tham chi hén mon Iay long, chac chan du it du nhicu ciing c6 y do.

Tir gia tit nhién | viée nguoi ai nguoi ndy lo, c6 nic dii nghe vy nhung cling khong noi g, hubng chi hai ndim trude ¢b da chuyén ra khoi Tir phi, thiéu
lién hé véi Tir gia, néu Tir Truc ¢6 vide chéc ciing khong tim dén co.

Anh miit Nhj hoang ttr TAy Huyén dén dinh vio gwrong mit xinh dep cta ¢6, luét trén da thit mém mai duge chim soc k§ udng, dimg lai & vong eo thon

Tir Pat chi cam thdy 4nh rrﬁt, day ta dam nhur rén trrdon khiip nguoi. Co ciing hiéu dugc Nhi hoang tir dang twong twong dén cai gi. D sao héin nghi cai
i cling 14 chuyén riéng nha han, khong lién quan t6i c6. . .

“Nguoi...”

Ly Dung Tri tién Ién mot bude, nhin vé phia bai dau. “Nhi hoang tir doan thir xem trén ndy ai s& thing?”” Lam nhu khong biét minh da cat dut dnh mit
cla gi hoang tir ndy.

Tir Pat cam ling hét to: Chang trai tot trén troi dudi dat kho ¢6 nha! Pubi cai con ran nay di ke dil C6 nguyén lm trdu im ngyra. . . Lic vé s& lap tirc viét
thu cho Tir Truc, bao dai ty c6 nuon cudi chong cling tuyét doi khong duge cudi cai loai ddmngd em vo trong lai ki€u nay.

Nhi hoang Tay Huyén tir lanh king nhin Ly Dung Tri, hir giong tra 1oi: “Déu vat trinh d6 ndy mé ciing can ta doan xem ai thiing sao. . . Diing nha, néu cho
c6 gai xinh dep nay vao dau truong, nhat dinh s€ vo cling thi vi.”

Mt Tir Pat tai mét. Bao ¢6 cdi quan 4o thi d4u vat trurde bao nhiéu ngudi xem, ¢d tha mdt dao chém chét tén Nhj hoang tir nay i tir sat cho xong,

Ly Dung Tri cuoi noi: “Co 4y néu Ién san khAu bay gios thi co chiit mét thé théng, nhi hoang tir néu himg thi, ¢6 thé bao cac phi tir trong phi im thir mot
lan ciing duoc.”

Nhj hoang Tay Huyén tir kh& nhuéng nty. “Dai Nguy Vuong gia khong biét vui vé gi hét. Ciing thét 13, ngwoi dén gioy van 1é loi mbt minh chua timg tiép
xtc thiéu ni, thue vo cing déng thuong nha, nghe ndi vi t6 huén ciia Dai Nguy nguoi cling khong thé iy vo sinh con & Tay Huyén duoc, dung khong?
Con Bic Pudng Vurong gia & Tay Huyén lai thoai mai hurdng phiic, thé thiép thanh dan thé nao.’

“Vuong gia cia ching t61 dwong nhién Ia ¢6 tiép xtc véi cac co gai, chi 3 Virong gia giir minh trong sach. ..” Ngudi hiu Lam Ta nhin khong duoc xen
mom vao.

“Lam Ta!” Ly Dung Tri quat khe.

Tay Huyén nhi hoang tir cudi noi: “Nguoi qua thye la thanh nha nhur lan lai v6 cung khiém ton, ai ciing ¢6 4n twong tot, ngay ca cung nit démnhac trong
cung cung Jén xi x40 rAng ngwoi quan tir nhd nhin gi do, ma ta thiy, ngay ca thit bai moi ctia Tir gia — Tir Pat, ciiing bi ngwoi mé hogic mit roi. Quy

XL]OIlg

Tir Dat nghe vay, chim rii quy xudng.



Li Dung Tri khong quay lai, On Vu Y van tiép tyc nghich nghich cay quat trong tay.

“Chéing qua chi 3 mdt con dan ba ma thoi.” Nhi hoang tir van cuoi.

On Vu Y khong nging dau, & sau ng hiin nhe giong nhéic nhé: “Nhi hoang tir, ¢d 4y i ngudi Tir gia.”

Nhi hoang tir ha ha cuot: “Tir Truong Phong muroi ndm qua da khong hé nhéic dén dtra con gai nay 161, néu khong phéi phu hoang nhé t6i, kinh d6 hom
nay lim sao con ¢ Tir Pat? Ta ndi, ching qua chi b mdt con dan ba ma théi mé thdi, mdt con dan ba vé ngoai xinh dep thi ¢6 tac dung gi? Cac nguoi
ciing nén biét thé. Nhur vay di, hai vi Virong gia ty thi thir xem, ai thing s& duoc hudng thy Tir Dat mot dém.”” Han hung phan noi.

Ly Dung Tri khong hé hé ring,

On Vu Y tho dai: “Ta vén manh khanh yéu 6t lai di tim ngudi thach déu vt, khong phai i tur dam déu vao kh ai sao?”

L4m T dong tinh nhin Tir Pat, nhin lai Vurong gia nha minh, khé n6i: “Dai Nguy khong c6 du vét, Virong gia nha ti trdi sanh tinh tinh Iwong thién,
khong thich dong thu véi nguoi khac.”

“Phai khong?”” Nhi hoang tir hir hir. “Hai vi ciing d4nh gia thip minh qué rdi d6. Néu khong ty thi, Tir Pat, nguoi theo ta di xem tran cudi nay. Nguoi
chura hon phoi, ta s& tim ngurdi giip nguoi, ddm bao toan 14 cong tdc d¢ tir, gia dinh danh vong trong sach that sy, ai thang s& mang nguroi di.”

Tir Pat miit nhin mii, mili nghi thAm: “Nhj hoang tir, tam thi bt luéin ty chirc & nguoi dimg dau Phurong Vi, thanh t6 Tay Huyén ¢ din, con géi Tir gia
déu dugc tur do hon phoi, con chau hoang that khong thé xen vao. Toi mic du bat tai vo niang, nhung ngai cling khong thé phan bao hon nhén ctia toi
nhu dung 161 the chit, xin nhi hoang tir gio cao danh khg, tha cho Tir Pat nay di.”

“Néu ta tham gia thi. ..”

Li Dung Tri cudi Kkhd: “Nhi hoang tr d thich xem du vat, lim sao dé ngudi ngoan vo i bi lién luy?”” Durt i, quay sang On Vu Y: “Vu'Y huynh ¢6 sin
long dau voi Dung Tri mt phen?”

On Vu Y budng chiét phién, cudi dap: “Dung Tri huynh néu mudn ty thi, tiéu dé tat nhién i cAu con khong duoc.”

Ly Dung Tri lai n6i voi Nhi hoang tir: “Nhi ¢6 nurong xr lynhlmgchuyentrongphuchat tr rat tdt, neutrothanhplﬁntlmongcua tro choi thi that lang phi
mHt nhén t3i, ciing mét long TAy Huyén Thanh Thirong. O Pai Nguy, nam tir thi dAu khong cin phin thudng.” Han kh& khom ngudi, diu dang néi véi Tir
Pat: “Nhi ¢6 nurong c6 trang suc tiy than hay khong?”

Tir Pat ngay ca mi mét ciing khong nhay, hét strc phdi hop, s t6i s& lui, nhung chéng thiy gi. Co do duyr trong chic 1at, cho tay vao tii Ay ra mot vat.
On Vu Y thiy thir d6 duge g6i k§ trong lya mém, khong khoi to mod, cli ngudi vé trude nhin thi.,

Tir Pat cin thin dit trén hai tay trinh Ién. “Ty chirc dang lim cong vy, trén ngudi khong mang theo trang sirc gi ca, chi c6 thir niy, mong Virong gia
khong ché.”

Ly Dung Tri théy vat, ngin nguoi.
Lam T dang chd bén ngoai Iéu trom liéc mét mot céi, cling ngin ngo.

On Vu Y ldy Bmla, “La day tét [5] Dai Nguy, phéai khong? Déy tét Dai Nguy c6 ca trimngan loai, lan truge may ngudi thlep trong phi ta cAm mot
d6ng bao ta mang trén nguoi, n6i c4i ndy mang lai binh an, cai kia nhur ¥ cat twong gi gi do.” Chiée day tét ndy thoat nhin rét don so.

Ly Dung Tri mét trong nhu nure, mim cudi tiép nhan day t tét do thim, xoay qua Nhi hoang tir Tay Huyén. Hin 161 “Nam tir Dai Nguy thuong nhén tir
vi ¢6 nurong minh thich mt vt trang sirc dé mong may nin, hom nay ta dau trin ddu vt dau tién ¢ Tay Huyén, tit nhién I mudn dimg phwong thirc cau
binh an ctia Pai Nguy.”

On Vu Y gt dau. “Thi vi thi vi. VAy ta ciing mudn dimg cach cau binh an ctia Dai Nguy d6.”

Hin budc dép trurde mat Tir Dat, khom nguroi cuc‘;i not: “Tir Pat, ta théy ¢0 toan thin tirrtrén xuéng dudi }(héng con gi khac nita, hay la vﬁy, clr cho Ia
¢ chuc ta thing loi di.” P61 mit dep dang nhin xudng &nh Ién mdt tia sdng yéu thurong, han nhét 1n bao hong ket lya mong nhét vao long,

On Vu Y lai bao Ly Dung Tri dang dAy himg thi: “Chiing ta thir xem Tir Pat chiic phic thi ai s& théing?”
Li Dung Tri 6n nha cudi. “Pugc, xin Vuong gia thi ha hou tinh.”

L4am T cing ngudi hau Bic Pudng bude vao, gitp hai ngudi cdi bét 0. Chat tir it sao ciing i Vurong gia cao quy, y bao chi coi dén bén hong, gidy
ciing thao ra.

Tir Pat theo ban né}ng liéc trdm r{f)t cai, chi thfiy trén nén cat trude mit cd mdt doi chin clia nam nhén, ngon chan tron tran murot ma nhu chu ngoc, da
dé lang bong, co bap manh mg day surc Iuc.



Hai chan nay, 1 chii nhan ctia tim bao tring, tuy vo ciing dep d& bat mit, nhung Tir Pat ¢6 chét ciing khong ddm ngang dau nhin Ly Dung Tri khoa than
nira nguoi trén.

Binh thuong quan niém cua co von kha 11 phong khoang, thiy nam tur tran trudng ciing s& cham cht nhin v6i dnh it thudng thire cai dep, nhung, €6
khoéng muon Ly Dung Tri coi c6 1a Nhi hoang tir thir hai, coi anh niit thudng thire ctia ¢6 1 &nh it day ta ni€ém, nhu vay thi thuc v cling oan udng do.

Mot d6i chan dep d€ sach s€ khac lai chui vao tAm nhin ctia ¢6, lim Tir Pat thoang phién muon. Hoang toc, dén ngay ca ban chan ciing dep, ching
giéng ¢, e nhod vi hoc cudi ngura, ngd khong biét bao nhiéu lan, chi cé mdt chir miéu ta, xAu.

“Di thdi di thoi.” On Vu Y cudi. “Néu ching ta béu xAu, nhi hoang tir dimg cudi.”
“Binh thurong hai vi Virong gia quan 4o day dan, nhin khong biét ciing curong trang im d6.” Nhj hoang tir than nhién.
Tir Pat nghe ba ngudi vira ndi cuoi vira bude ra khoi lu, 4m thanh dan dan xa khudt, tiéng On Vu Y dirt quing con truyén vao trong léu —

“Nhi hoang tir, lic ndly 6 trong 1éu trude mit Tu’ Pat ta khong tién néi. .. Nguoi khong phai ¢ cam tinh v6i Tir Pai tiéu thur sao? Nhung . .. Hinh nhur
¢ Ay dbi xir voi nguoi ciing khong t6t Bma. .

“Ba ty mudi Tir gia vn déu vo tinh. .. Cho dui Tir Pat c6 ngay pham toi, Truc c6 mrong chéc ciing khong hé liéc mit mot cai...”
Hai chén Tir Pat da té rén, danh phai ngdi xubng. C6 m6i ngude 1én nhin ra phia ngodi, da thdy Lam Ta budc vao 1éu.

“Nhi c6 nurong, Virong gia bao tbi trds vé néi voi ¢d, nhi hoang tir Ty Huyén khong tro lai dau, ¢6 khong can quy nira. . . Toi nghi, Vuong gia thuc lo xa
qua di.”

“Khong dau.” Tir Pat phui phiti quan 4o, dimg day cudi noi: “Virong gia thién tim, con nghi dén Tir Dat. Tir Pat vo ciing cam kich.”

“}hrong g|a nha t6i trdi sinh thién tAm, d6i véi ai ciing vay ca.” Lam Tu lai n6i: “Vuong gia ra [énh, moi Nhi c6 mrong tdi trude dudng & cira Bic, chor ho
tong ngai hoi phi.”

Tir Pat hai miit séng én, 6m quyén n6i: “Ty chirc kinh cén tuén theo chi kénh ctia Virong gia.” Qué ki nam nhén t6t nha, Ly Dung Tri so ¢ 6 lai truong
dau, nhi hoang tir néu thay gi khdng ding lai dén tim c¢6 gay phién ha, goi c6 di ludn cho xong,

Lam Ta trude khi roi khoi, thiwong cam nhin ¢ mdt céi, ndi: “Nhi ¢d nuong thuc biét chiu dung”

Cb chi lo d&nh cudi dap: “Khéng sao, quen rdi quen roi.”

“Péy la thoi quen ca doi cia cd, nguoi Tay Huyén tho trung binh cting tir ndm muoi dén sau muroi tudi, trudc I,Tﬁt 6 con mot chudi ngay dfmg dac, néu
14 t6i thi chac da...” P4 sémndi dién. Lam Ta ngdm miéng kip I, ngam vé mit twoi cuoi cia ¢o, stra lot: “Neéu ¢ Dai Nguy, hanh vitre hiép kiéu nay
tuyét doi khong thé co, dang tiéc nhi c6 nurong lai la ngrdi Tay Huyeén. Vuong gia nha 6i timg bao, néu con chau hoang toe muroi ké ma 6 nam sau ké
y the hiép nguoi, hoang that do so da lim vao nguy hiém Vuong gia nha t0i con qua quyet sau ndy s& khong cho phép cai ngir dyra the lam can do ton
tai trong hoang that nira.”

Tir Pat kh& nhiu may, khong binh phdm gi v& cai ma Lam T goi | “sau nay”. Nguoi chat tir no lai khong muén trd vé dét mrde ciia minh? Nhung déu
dén lic toc bat dau mudi ticu, tudi da trung nién moi ¢6 thé quay lai. Ly Dung Tri von i ngudi hoa i d& gan, chuyén khong thé n6i tuyét ddi s& khong dé
cap nhiéu, ngudi bén canh hin ciing vang theo ménh chi, 1Au dan thanh théi quen khong vong ngdn.

Lam Ta lan nay bat thdt, mo hd da cho thiy quyét tim tré v& Pai Nguy ctia Ly Dung Tri, hon nita 1, ngay d6 da sap t6i.

Lam T roi di r6i, ¢6 vén rém, chiaim chi nhin tran d4u gitta hai nguoi trong san.

Thétt ra thi e clia ¢6 tt hon ngudi khéc rét nhidu, e nho ¢ ctr twdng ai ciing 6 thé nhin moi vt & xa thure 18, sau m6i phat hién hoa ra khong phéi ai
ciing dugce nhur vdy. .. Giong nhur bay gio.

Co thiy 13 rét, Ly Dung Tri dang dimg gitta san d4u vat. . Guong mt tir dAu dén cudi van nhe mim cuoi, khoe miéng cong cong tira vang tring khuyét,
song miii tuyét dep, ctr chitao nhd. ... cing i thin thé rin chic khong ngd. C6 chdp miit, vo cing lich sy doi anh nhin di chd khéc, ngim duong chan
troi xa thim, hong tranh xuAn tim nhay nhot.

Thi lurc t6t thi 6 ich loi gi? Vain khong béng Tir Truc, v3 khong béng Tir Hoi, ¢6 cip mit tinh tudng ndy chang 1§ chi dé ding vao vige nhin nhitng thir
khong nén nhin hay sao? Ttr Pat budn rau nghi.

Cubi troi maly daty nhur bién, nhung vén chra thoat khoi dia phan Tay Huyén, Ly Dung Tri ciing On Vu Y déu suy nghi, ning sbng trén dAt Tay Huyén, bi
nguoi cudi nhao bat tai vo nang, 1am cach nao deé trai hét mot doi?

L dau c6 qu thyre khong phuc, nhung lAu ngdy. .. ciing nhan ra duge phan ndo. Ngudi vn kho chong ménh trdi, ¢6 lai chi | ngwoi thuong, cho du ¢
hét strc hoc tap, van kinh vo lrgc cling chang thé bi kip ai.

O khong bang Tir Truc, manh mé cuong quyét khong bang Tir Hoi. Thud nho, mdt in co dao tac kén vao biét vién ctia Tir gia, Tir HOi miit khong chdp,



khong hoi nguyén nhan giét ngay tai chd, lic d6 Tir Truc dimg canh chi nhin, sic mit khong chit thay doi.

Con ¢6, simg s0 tai chd, khong thé dong ddy. Tuy ngoai miit cb sirc gt binh finh, nhung trong Iong chén dong thét dién bét dao, hoan toan khong néi
n6i mot 1o

“Tir Pat, chi do dw mdt khéc, héin s& cam dao chém chi. Chj mudn minh chét hay héin chét?” Tir Hoi thiy duoc sy khiép dam, khong danh long ctia cd,
lanh King nhac nho.

Ping vay, cé mot $6 viée, mt sb nguoi, khdng phai vii dau cb géng 14 ¢6 thé dat dugc, tir nay V& sau, ¢d buong tay.

Trong it nguoi Tay Huyén, cO chéng khac chi mdt mat vun trong nhitng vién minh chau chéi it ca Tir gia, s& bi xem thuong nhu vy sudt nAm muroi
namsao...

“Nhung ai n6i, ngudi ta khong t thé khong song dén tudi nam muroi?” C6 rung dii déic y cam khai. Von dang ngim troi, nhung sau d6 tiéng tréng nhur sdm
day, ¢6 cudi ciing khong nén ndi, anh mit bay bay~, bay t6i anh ching khoe manh hing diing dang dtmg gitta san. .

[1]: Chét tir — /3§ F: hoang tir ctia mdt nurée duge giri t6i nude khéc dé lam con tin. Thoi xura thi méy anh nhur ndy kha phd bién.
[2]: Khiic cur thimy — B2 RE#E K.

[3]: Thach: don vi do lwong cii ciia Trung Qudc. Pong thi 100 thung goi I mot thach, can thi 120 can goi i mot thach.

[4]: Chép kimngd — 1 & B — mot chirc quan nha Han lo viéc an ninh, trong duong véi chirc tur lénh canh vé thit d6 hién nay.

[5]: Day tét (két — 4%): dang nhur ndy ndy. ..

Ban dang doc truyén Chi La Hoang Hiu duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & EbookFull.Net.

Chuong 2

Ta duong 4m 4p ciia Tay Huyén roi trén ngudi hiin, twa nhu ma vang twong Phat. ..
“Khy.” C6 che miéng nd nu cuoi.

Ly Dung Tri dang di déng trude chot dimg lai, quay dau hoi co: “Nhi ¢ nurong?”
C6 lai che miéng khu mot tiéng, dap:

“C6 thé do bj Nhj hoang tir im hoang hot, khong can thin nén nhiém phong hén.” C6 budc nhanh dudi kip Ly Dung Tri, thit can thén giir khoang cach
nira budce chan. Lai cudi: “Nhic dén ngudi do, Nic trude cling nhd Vuong gia giip do nhicu lan.”

Ly Dung Tri biéu tinh diém dam, kh& cudi, nhe nhang tra 10i: “Chi 1 viée vt théi ma.”

Khong, khong phai viéc vat. Ly Dung Tri la chét tr Pai Nguy, dang & nude khac tAt nhién phai vo ctng cAn thin, hn lai vi ¢ md xuét trn.

Noi cho diing ra, Nhi hoang tir Tay Huyén khong phai qua hao séc, han rét thich Tir Truec, tham chi d6i khi con iy long, nhung véi nhimg c6 gai xinh
dep khac lai vo cing tan nhan. Nguyén do I khi hén con nho, tién de von chinh tre lai sing 4i mdt quy phi 4c doc, cudi ciing tuy ring séng sét nhung
ddi véi hin, cc 6 gai xinh dep da trd thanh tdi ky, khong thé chiu ndi.

Tir Pat lai kn ngim Ly Dung Tri, tudng twong mot ngudi 6n nhudn nhur ngoc, trong veo nhu nude d6 lam thé ndo nudi droc vay? Ching & phong thity
cua Pai Nguy tot hon Tay Huyén? Nudi dugc hoang tir tot bung vi tha hon Tay Huyen?

Dai Nguy ¢6 cau: Bung té‘tlréng ¢6 thé cheéo thuyén [1]. Theo ¢ thiy thi, trong bung vi hoang tir Pai Nguy Ly Dung Tri ndy, ¢6 thé chéo duoc t6i miy
tram chién thuyeén hai thuyén Ian do.

Thi dau vat voi Bic Puong Virong gia, tuy thua nhung hén hoan toan khong hin hoc, ¢6 dimg ngoai xem, nhin t}]éy hén da c6 ging hét suc. NéuLy
Dung Tri ¢6 ¥ thua, ¢6 phai n6i, nam nhén nay rat c6 ky xao gia v thua, khong khien ngudi ta thay han khong c6 stre, cling khong thay hén qua mire
xuat sac.

C6 lai ngim trurong bao hoa I ciia hn, vat xong ca ngudi siing sinh md hoi, Bic Pudng Virong gia On Vu Y da dra t6i 40 choang sach s&. RS rang
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trromg bao hoa van miu sic oe loet ki phong cach cta OnWVuy, nhung mic trén nguoi Ly Dung Tri cling khong ¢ gi khong dep, chi la trén 4o 6
hurong thom thoang thoang, khong hop lam véi mdt dai nam nhan nhu han.

Men theo con duong nho quanh co roi khoi noi cta cac quy toc, hién gio da ving ngudi trong dAu trudng, bén dudng c6 binh linh thi vé, ra dén duong
céi, Ly Dung Tri dot nhién durng bude, quay dau cuoi véi co:

“Biing r6i, subt duong vira rdi ¢6 binh linh, khong tré lai cho ¢6 dwgc.” Hén By tir bén hong ra c4i day tét do thim, dura cho cd. “Vat ny c6 & rit quy
gia d6i voi Nhi ¢d nuong, nay ‘Nguyén bich quy Triéw’ [2].”

Tir Pat mét sang ngoi, hai tay can than nhan By. “Pa ta Vuong gia.”
Ly Dung Tri thiy c¢6 vo cling quy trong dong tam két (day tét ting ngudi yéu) ndy, mim cudi, diu dang noi:
“Héa ra Nhi c6 mrong rat c6 himg thi véi ddy tét ctia Pai Nguy.”

“Hai ngay trude thiy nguoi ta ban chiéc day nay, to md nén hoi mua.” Co hoi ngurong ngling, Iy lai day tét, lai nhin hén thip giong hoi: “Xin hoi Virong
gia... Day tét nay c6 thuc sy linh nghiém khong?”

Ly Dung Tri ngAn ra, phin van n6i: “Chuyén ny. .. Ta ciing chua ding lin no. ..”

“Nghe n6i linh nghiém im 4.” Lam Tu dtmg canh vo cling vira 1ong khi thiy c6 biét thoi biét thé, khong tim moi cach dii ddy tét cho virong gia nha hén.
“Liic trudr, t6i van hay thiy cc nha hoan trong phii ting day tét cho ngudi yéu, dong tim hop ¥, nim tay dén bac dau, khong c6 ngoai 1¢.”

Tt Dat nghe xong thire thda méin, khde miéng nhéch Ién.

“Nhi c6 mirong da cd nguoi trong long?”” Ly Dung Tri hoi.

“Van chura.” C6 than nhién cuoi dap: “Nhung t6i ciing mudn dén tudi hai muroi, | lic tim trai dé ngn.”

Ly Dung Tri xoén ndo mdt trdn. Con gai Tir gia & Ty Huyén hanh dong coi mo, nhung ma. ... Tim trai dé ngi? Mi méit ctia héin khong kim ndi mé run Ién.
Kiéu ciia phii chit tir d3 dén, Tir Pat curdi mim thé dai céo tir.

Ly Dung Tri da cho nang kiéu Ién, dang dinh budc vao, nhin lai chot thiy c6 bude dén trudc bang cio thi ctia kinh thanh nhin mdt hoi lu, r6i xé xudng,
“Tu Pat! C6 lam gi vay? D6 1a bang Hoa Phurong ma!”

Ly Dung Tri nghe thiy thé, nhin ve phia nam tir cao 16n vira xudt hién ddu hém Nam tir kia, khong ai khac chinh i Chép kim ngd Tay Huyén Tan Pai
Vinh, ngay thuong eng him vai gAu, tuéng 1MR0 ngay théng, nhin ¢6 vé dir ton. Ly Dung Tri d3 timg trd chuyén cing y, 1 mot ngudi khong t& nhung
dang tiéc quan niém chap phéap lai c6 chut ¢b hi.

Hin thdy Tir Dat nhiét tinh khéc thudng, curoi néi voi nam nhan kia:

“Thu finh, t6i biét 4 bang Hoa Phurgng, thi sao chir? Am phi tuéng quan da chudn bi tr6 lai rdi sao?”

“Ciing khong phéi n, hoa ra trong it huynh t6i lai i mot ké vo dung dén vy. ..” Tir Pat cudi khong qua dé tim, khong thdy nam nhan dimg trude ¢d
kiéu phia sau lung c6 dang danh gia bon ho.

“Khong khong, ta khong c6 ¥ d6.” Tan Pai Vinh hoi lubng cudng tay chan. “Ngudi xé hoang bang, #t nhit phai c6 trong tay mdt doi binh mi méi ¢6 thé
ty thi, Tir Pat mudi. .. uén udn mdt minh mdt nguoi, ndo co ai...” Chiu vi nudi ma ban mang?

Lam Tu ding bén canh Ly Dung Tri n6i nho:

“Bang Hoa Phuong nay chi ding dé timra Amphu tuéng quin. Vuong gia, nghe n6i Am gian tréng quan cua Tay Huyén ndy chuyén lo viéc binh dao,

dap dudi chan i xéc nguoi chit dong, sét sinh rét nhidu, khong qué tudi hai mroi im da xudng Am phii chiu phén xét. Toi thue khong biét, nguoi Tay
Huyén sao lai thich di tim chét dén vay?”

Ly Dung Tri suy nghii mot l4t, lai nhin vé phia Tir Pat. C6 dang v0 vd vai Tan Dai Vinh, twa nhw bao y an tim, bdng quay ngudi lai, gip phai tron ven anh
it han,

(Cb nhe ngén ra, nhoén miéng cudi, cat budc di toi. “Vuong gia con co viée gi sao?”’

Nét cudi nay tuy rang 13, nhung van con cach xa m cai cudi ndng nhiét ciia ¢6 voi Tan Pai Vinh, Ly Dung Tri thim nghi trong long nhu vy, nhung
ngoai miéng van mim cuoi: “Nhj ¢d nurong tinh tinh lac quan, ¢6 thich hop véi chitc Am phii tudng quan khong?”

Tir Pat nguong ngiing cuoi dap:

“Vurong gia, ngai cir viée ndi thing di, ngai ciing cho rang t6i khong thé virgt khoi 10i tién tri vé s phan ciia Vién D6 dai swr, phai khong? Toi ching qua



chi 13 thich ndo nhigt, md rong tam mit, ciing khong phai xé bang Hoa Phuong I chic chin trd thinh Am phii tuéng quan na.”

“Bon virong cho réing d6 khong phéi 1 s6 ménh, chi B 10 tién dodn ctia Vién DO m tho, tién doén B dé ngwo ta phd vy, khong phai k dé di theo n6.”
Han diu dang noi.

Tir Pat nghe vdy, thim thiy liéc hin mdt cai, lai vui vé cudi ndi:

“Vurong gia ndi dung, tién doan von 1 dé cho ngudi pha vo, that ra Vien D0 dai su sau khi tién doan da Ién an ui Tir Pat, nguoi Tay Huyen song nam
muroi sau muroi nam, lic gio chét diém, sau khi dau thai la mot than the pham tyc khac, nhung ky thure linh hon van khong thay doi. Néu doi trude subt
kiép mimg vui hoan hi, dén kiép sau nhit dinh s& vui vé khong tiéc nudi, ong dy 161 doi trude cua toi chinh 14 loai nguoi vui vé hanh phic do, con doi nay,
chinh 13 bd dang gi6 thdi bat dong, nhan nhi cho qua, khong c6 cach ndo stra lai rdi, ai bao doi trudc ctia toi tot qua kam chi?”

“Thé thi tt.” Ly Dung Tri bi giong diéu ctia ¢6 m khong nén duge né nu cuoi.

Tur Pat qua st sau ndo di, cai ngudi nay ngay ca khi troi cuoi ciing co tac dung trén an ké khac. Néu héin khong phai chét tir thi hay roi, ¢ s& dem
thang vé nha ngd. C6 nang kiéu 1én giiip, chuan bi dua han di, lai buon ba giim minh mot chit.

Mudn tim mdt nam nhan hoa nha than thiét nhu Ly Dung Tri & Tay Huyén, so véi én troi con gian nan hon nhiéu!
C6 dang chd hén 1én kiéu, lai phét hién hin dimg tai chd khong nhiic nhich.

“Vuong gia?” C6 biét c6 diéu I, canh giac xoay ngwoi, nhin theo anh it han.

Cam ¢ 16t bich xubng dat.

Ca dudng im phéing phéc, 16 rang c6 ngudi, nhung ngay ca thd manh ciing khong dam.

Khong biét tur khi ndo, giita ngl tur dudng mot chiée xe kéo dang dau, trén xe c6 mot ménh vai den kon phit lén ong sit, ngwoi kéo xe viing mét, m 1ong
sat dang md. ..

Mt con ménh hd dang chim chim dira.

Dimg tir “ménh” ndy, 1a bdi vi Tir Pat cén ban chua thay qua ho that. Mudi chin nim qua c6 chi quanh quén trong kinh thanh, chura bao gior di san ciing
con chau hoang toc, cling chura timg xem biéu dién xiéc hay ao thudt, chi thiy duoc hd qua sach vo. Bay gio tn miéit nhin thdy, c6 chi cam thay dau ran

ran ring dong. ..

To qua nha!

By gt dAu vat da chim dit, trén duong céi dan ching thura thot hon thuong ngdy, ngwdi ngudi hodng hon ngdi bét xubng dat, khong dém dong ddy.
Cac cira hang hai bén duong khiep hai di dén ron rén khép ctra lai; nhitng nguoi ban hang rong nin thd' chui xudng ganh hang nip k§; nguoi qua duong
run lay bay, c6 ké con tron nguoc hai mét ngat di. . .

“K¢é ndo am...” Thn Pai Vinh dirng m¢ xa xa bén kia sic mit dai bién, dinh rit dao ra giét ho.

“Tha finh dimg nhtic nhich!” Tir Dat quét khé, anh miit vin dudi theo con hd dang hién ngang khi phéich dao choi trén dudng cdi. “L& nhu am ngudi dan
vo t01 bi thirong thi khong on. .. Ua, 14 o giac cua t6i hay sao vay? No di toi hudng nay ha?”

Ly Dung Tri cudi khd: “Hinh nhur i thé.”

Vay lai cang khong on. Pimg néi chd nay dang c6 mt chit tir Virong gia, néu né vot dén duong vio dau trrdng, bén trong ¢6 bao nhiéu hoang toc va
dan chiing?

C6 lai do dur trong chdc lat, hoi ma khong quay dau lai: “Thit finh, huynh da giét hé Jin ndo chua?”
“_.. Chua.” TAn Dai Vinh nhin chiim chim con hé dang di téi, quyét tim bude dén trude.

Ly Dung Tri n6i: “Khi ta con nho di siin d thy mot con nhd hon con nay, e d6 n6 bi thuong néing phat cudng, phi ba cAm vé quén da dugc hudn
luyén méi bat duoc, nhung hon murdi ngudi bi thuong,”

Tur Bat cam khai trong long, ngudi timy tuong thong voi ¢6 thure ching ai khac ngoai chat tir Pai Nguy, hiéu ring co rmép giét ho ma khong lam hai
dén dan ching. ... C6 theo ban néng nhin lai Ly Dung Tri, khoe miéng dudi nat han van cong cong, duong nhur cho rang chang c6 gi ca. La han tuoi cuoi
da thanh théi quen, hay thuc tinh nghi rang day 1a chuyén nho?

“Vuong gia. ... ¢6 cach ndo bt con hd dir nay ma khong lim ton hai dén dan ching khong?” C6 khiém ton thinh gido.

Ly Dung Tri suy nghi mot Iat, cuoi dap: “Khong cd.”

[T3E 1]



“Khoan ndi trén duong cd phai xap I4 ca danh mdt tran sdng mai voi nd, cho dii ¢d ¢6 cung tén dé ngim ban tir xa, ciing phai chic chén mot tén giét
chét, néu khong, nhat dinh s& ¢6 dan ching khong kip chay ma bi va lay.”
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..” Tir Dat séc it suy sup. Con hcf> kia khong thém liéc mot cai qua nhiing nguoi run réy ngdi bét trén dudng, nguoc lai ctr nhim hudng nay di thing
toi. Neu cd ding bat dong, dé con ho di qua ludn, ¢ phai la cach tot khong?

Ly Dung Tri c6 chit dam chi€u, ning tay 4o lén nglri ngiri.

“Nhi ¢6 nrong.”” Han nhe giong noi.

“Vurong gia c6 thurong sach?”” C6 tran day mong doi nhin hin mbt céi.

“Ta nhd, Nam Lam c6 mot loai‘m‘li hoa it cudn hit miinh thu, gi6i quy toc khi séI} bér} thuong thich ding n6, sau d6 Nam Lam c¢6 mot dao ludt, nhfmg
quy toc pham trong t0i, mic quan 4o ¢d mui hoa, budc vao dau cting ménh thi, néu thang duge s& méc nhién trd thanh vo t6i va dugc phong thich.” Han
binh tinh noi.

Tir Pat nghe hin bdng nhién “ké chuyén lich su”, thoang kinh ngac, lai nhin nguoi hau Lam Ta bén canh sdc mit tai mét, ¢o ngén ra, qua chop miii ¢6
i hurong thoang thoang. .. C6 im lang nhin chi€c trrdng bao hoa 1€ han dang khoac trén nguoi.

Ly Dung Tri khoe miéng kh& nhéch, n6i: “Nhi ¢6 nrong, ¢6 I& 40 choang trén ngudi ta da dan du ninh hd.”

Chiéc 40 choang ny 1 do chét tir Bic Puong dura toi, mii thi dén tir Nam Lam, nhung, néu khong do nhi hoang tir, Ly Dung Tri s& khong thé nao di
dau vat, im sao lai thay 40 m6i? Tir Pat ngang mit, nhin chim cham vio d6i mit van dang chira dung nét cudi.

Gid ny khéic ndy, thn séc hén van tinh king, it may khong chit kinh hoang luéng cudng. .. C6 thir hoi:

“Vuong gia da nghi ra bién phap nao chwra?”

Hién hoi trdm ngam, hét strc 4n han Fc dau.

“Vurong gia, ¢6i 40 ngoai dua cho Lam Ta!” Lam T dot nhién ndi: “Lam Ta s& dan con hd kia di chd khéc, bao vé Virong gia va dan ching chu toan!”
Tir Pat tham giét minh, khong khoi quay dau nhin ngwoi thiéu nién nhur ciing tudi voi minh no. V& mit ctia hiin quyét khong chim budc, trung can nghiia
dam, lam c6 thém vai phan kinh trong. Bong nhién, c6 nhé ai ai cling bao chat tir Pai Nguy d6i xir voi ké hau nguoi ha v cing tir €, lam nguroi ta cam
tam tinh nguyén vi han mau chdy dau roi... Hom nay, xem nhu ¢6 da duoc thay tan mt.

“Noi béy.” Ly Dung Tri than nhién trach méng; “Céu ¢ bao nhiéu strc luc bon virong khéng phéi khong 16, con nita, dudng & kinh thanh cau khong hé
biét, mudn bon virong tro' mit nhin c4u chui vao miéng cop sa0?”

Tir Pat chot da, da diu hoi run 1én.

“Dé t6i!” Tan Pai Vinh dtmg cdch mdt quang nghe bon ho ndi chuyén, trdm giong n6i: “Tot xau gi toi cling Ia Chap kimngo Tay Huyén, an nguy cta dan
chiing kinh thanh nén do t6i phu trach moi ding. Xin Vurong gia c6i 4o ra dua cho t61, t6i s€ dan con ho kia di cho khdc, dén lic d6 Tur Bat h tong
Vuong gia lui vé ctra dan dén dau truong, 1ap tire dong cira lail”

Tir Pat nhan nt.

Ly Dung Tri 1o vé phan van, lai nghe Tan Dai Vinh n6i: “Vurong gia xin dimng ling phi thoi gian, néu trén ngudi 4m hwrong tir ngoai bao, Vuong gia chay
ciing khong thé thoat ndi con hd, lic d6 s& cang phire tap, dan ching trén dudng déu lim vao nguy hiém, mong Vurong gia iy dai cuc lam trong.”

Ly Dung Tri nghe vay, lap tirc khong hé do du, hét ste nhe nhang coi 4o ra.

Tan Pai Vinh & phia sau hén, cAm ngoai bao ném téi. PGt nhién, mdt ban tay ngoc mém mai chan lai duong ném
Ly Dung Tri khung lai, chim rai giwong mét, gip phéai mdt déi thu thity song sanh o 4u.

“Tir Pat!” Tan Pai Vinh kh& goi: “Mudi dang lim gj vay?”

Tir Pat nén tiéng thé' dai, van nhin Ly Dung Tri, cuoi khd: “Thia inh, xét vé tc do chay, t6i nhanh hon huynh mot chit, va lai Bac quan von dudi quyén
chi huy ctia huynh, t6i khong diéu khién duoc, nhiém vu du hd niy ngoai t6i ra khong ai hop hon.”

“Néi bay, mau dua 4o lai cho t6i!”

“Toi qua thyre khong diéu khién duge Bac quan. Tha finh, huynh nghif cho k¥ di, néu huynh di du ho, khong c6 ai t6i turong trg, rdi vO duyén v c5 hy
sinh, vay thire qua oan uong. .. Néu anh hing chét trén, con cho la chét ¢ y nghia, tau tir cling quang vinh, nhung viée nay ma khong xr 1y 6n, s&...Tau
tr lai vira mdi sinh chau, huynh muon chi ay mot doi u van, mdt doi co doc nuoi con?” Co thuyet phuc, phat hién anh mét Ly Dung Tri van ddt trén minh
khong roi.



C6 mim v6i hén mjt ny cuoi trén an. Phia sau khong con tiéng n6i, hién nhién da bat déc di chip nhan phurong sach ciia c6, Tir Pat mudn kéo ngoai bao
qua, lai phat hién han van ndm ngoai bao khong tha.

“Vurong gia?”” C6 lai ding lre kéo kéo. Hin mudn ¢ ngudi di du hé ma? C6 mudn di dy, sao hén van con siét 40?

¢ ..” Hin chAm cham budng tay, 6n nhu ndi: “Mui vao nudc s& mat. Nhi ¢6 nuong tram ngan cAn than.”

Vio nude s& mat? Tir Pat nghe vy, trong ndo Bp tirc hién ra ban do dia hinh kinh thanh.

“Song dao bao vé thanh!” Co clng Tan Dai Vinh dong thanh bét thét. Trong du co ngay tirc khéc v& ra con duong it it ngwdi di nhét. C6 noi: “Toi kéu
1én mdt tieng, Vuong gia quay lai dudng dén dau truong, ctra s€ 1ap tirc dong lai; thi finh di tap hop Bac quéan, cho t6i chod song dao bao vé thanh, nhu
vay dugc khong?”

Tan Pai Vinh thun theo 10 c6, dap: “Duoc.” Nhin nhitng vé binh canh cira dang run run so' hi, y lanh giong: “Vurong gia wira vao, 1p tirc niém phong
ctra, khong cho phép bat ctr ai tir trong di ra cho dén khi ta trd v€, nghe chua?”

3 ‘Da'! 2
Tir Pat ngd con hd, nudt mrde miéng, rét mubn 6 thém that nhicu thoi gian dé n6i 101 trén trdi, nhung lai sg cang e chén s& cang nhiin ra.
Cb gio tay lén, tim 4o tung bay, nhanh chéng niic vao, hét Ion mdt tiéng: “Dil”. Tay 4o phét pho, xoay ngudi sai budc chay.

Khoe it co liéc qua nguoi hau bén canh Ly Dung Tri dang kéo tay 40 hén, chay vao duong dan dén ctra. C6 cb ging khua khoang thit manh dé con
ho chay, ong tay 4o gili phan phat, mii huong nhanh chong tan ra, c6 nén tieng hét, licu mang chay nhanh t6i trudc.

Th finh, Tir Pat phéi nho ngai ctru mang rdi!
Viing dén tai tiéng cira khép lai, c6 khong khoi thd dai mdt hoi, nhung ngay p e lai hit that sau, nhanh chong chay vao mdt ngd nho.

Lic du, méy nha trén phé con dé cira md, nghe ¢ hét to hd dén ddy, voi vang sip hét cira lai, vai nguoi di dudng Bp tikc leo Ién ciy tron, thé nén co
chay hét con ph6 ma ngay ca mdt ngudi cling khong cd, hoan toan khong!

C6 khong dam ling phi thdi gian quay dau nhin thir, ciing biét con hd kia dang bam sat phia sau.

Taisao c6 van chua guc ngd? Taisao ¢o Vﬁn,chua bicin cbét? MBbi mdt an chop nﬁ(, 6 déu nghi ngay lap tirc thoi minh s& chui vao bung con h6, nao
biet van con c6 thé gitt duoc cai mang chd dén bay gio! Thay minh ddm chay thi véi dau trau niit ngua ma c6 thuc muon nhd cho minh it nurde mat xo6t
xa thuong cam

Ba c6 con gai Tir gia, trudng nix Tir True da sém tién cung tr6 thanh nir hoc siduy nhét Tay Huyén, nim nay triéu dinh treo bang Héa Phuong, mo cho
Tir Hoi mot con dudng thudn tién nhét, ai ai ciing biét ké cudi L clng ly duoc bang Hoa Phuong chi c6 thé 1 Tir Hoi da duoc Vien DO dai su tién doan
ma thdi, tran thir sirc ndy ching qua 1 dé kéo ky nhan di sivé dudi trrdng ctia Tir HOL.

~~~~~

chi tro troi hai chu Tt Dat, Inng néim chi c6 thit ish nhé: dén de dang huong. . .

C6 cudi cay déng, khong biét co phai 1d may mén hay khong, it nhit ¢6 mdt ké chan thanh dang hirong cho ¢6 mdi nidm, vdy ciing khong phéi i thinh
lang bién mat chang dé lai gi trén doi.

Song dao bao vé thanh da ngay trurde mit, nhung hai chan ¢ da mém nhiin, dwdi chan da c6 hoi huém chin lai.

Vai lin c6 cam giac dwoc dau trdu niit ngya phia sau da tién sat, 10ng to déu dyung dimg ca 1én, trong 1ong tw hoi: tai sao c6 van chira du roi mau chay?
Tai sao ¢6 van con hi huc thé. ..

C6 dang mo hd mubn bé cude, chot thdy cung thi da & sau turong thanh,

“Tir Pat, khong duoc! Gan qua!” Tan Dai Vinh hét Ién: “N6 & ngay phia sau mudi, gin qud, mudi s& dé bj tring tén. . . Nhay xudng song! Nhay xudng
"?

song!
Cb vira nghe tiéng thi finh, trong long mimg nhur dién, kim lai mdt hoi, ding toan hrc lao théng dén song dao bao vé thanh.

Bén mep song, cd khong nhay, dé nguoi ]ao,théng vao nuée. Khoanh khéc roi xuéng nuéc, ¢b quay nguoi lai, than hinh con h6 dang lao t6i can mét
phén 16n nang chiéu vao mit, Tir Pat mdi biet dugce nd 1on dén chirng ndo, ¢d nhiéu lan thoat chét, qua thue ngay ca ban thin c6 cling khé ma tin dugc.

Vit viit phap phap, hon murdi miii tén dai xuyén thiu thén thé con vét khong 16.

Bong tac co lién mach lru loat, von dinh khi vao nuée s& nhanh chong boi Ién, nhung ¢6 chot nghi, 16 n6 kh(‘)r}g chét ma chi bi thwong, vay ching phai
uong cong hay sao? Vi thé, c6 rut truong dao bén ngudi ra, lic con hd dang thoi thop roi xudng mrée, dem hét toan e ddm nd, vinh tuyét hau hoan.



Lap tirc, ¢6 tim than budng long, trudc mét chi con mdt mau den, mat di y thirc.

Tir Pat cuoi toe toét.

Thét can than, c6 vudt ve phurong hoang bao dugc ngy ban.

Pay Ia chiéc a0 lan dau tién ¢6 dugc vua ban subt mudi chin nam qua do!

C5 chim chim cuoi, di dén trude grong dong méc thir phurong hoang bao vira dugc thuéng, Sic 4o den nhu muyre, lay chi kim tuyén déic biét théu hinh
phuong hoang, lac di tyra nhu phuong hoang dang vo canh bay luon gitta troi dém, vat 4o dai phu trén dat mdt thude [3], di lai thue khdng ti€n, nhung
1d rang vinh dy vO cung,

Trong céc thirc nha vua Tay Huyén ban throng, phirong hoang bao 1 vat danh gia nhéL 4o cta cac quan vién, vat 4o cang dai cong lao cang lon. Tur
Truc da c¢6 4o bon thude, phu thin murdi thude, truong bao ba muroi thude Ia hoang dé khai quoc ban cho 6 tién Tir gia, chi duy mdt nguoi.

C6 cudi khic khich, xoay ngudi mdt vong, dap én ta 40, loang choang mdt budc voi vang dimg virng lai. Khong biét nim dé vi t6 tién 4y kim sao méic
dugc phuong hoang bao ba muroi thurde dé dur dai 1€ hing nim, ¢6 nghi ngoi, twdng turgng, lai ric rich curdi.

Sau khi ¢t ky trrong bao dugce ngur ban, thue hiém thiy, can nha nho ciia ¢6 ¢d ngudi t6i tham.

“Thi1 Tinh!”

Tir phu ¢ kinh thanh toa lac tai mdt noi khdc, tir khi ¢6 tr thanh Phuong Vii Lénh da thué mdt cin nha nho, binh thuong rét it vé phu. Tinh cam gitra ¢
va nguoi trong gia dinh khong than thict, ngay ca khi cd duoc ban truong bao mdt thude, phy thin 6 cling chang vui mirng gi nhicu, ngay ca thim hoi
ciing khong. Cing phai, chi méi mjt thue ma. Trong triéu dinh bay phan quan vién du ¢ 4o bao mit thude tr lén. Chi la 6 hoi kinh ngac khong hicu
tai sao hom nay thu finh lai dén tim co.

C6 nh¢ rd tau tir khong hé thich 6, liic trrde ¢d nhiém phong han ¢ nha méy ngdy, thi finh ¢ dén thiam mot Iin da | rét rét gioi, in nay c6 nghi hén
nira thang, y lai dén lan thir hai.

Mot 06 ty dang Ién tra nong, Tan Dai Vinh ky quai nhin ty nir kia roi di r6i quay lai hoi:
“Tir Pat, mudi mua ngudi hau lic ndo vay?” Y nhd 16 trong nha chi c6 mdt ba via gia thoi ma.

C5 s& sO i, mim cudi ngdi xubng, “La Vwrong gia Pai Nguy ndi toi c6 4n vi anh ta, nén chon mdt ty ni trong phii chat tir dra dén gitp t6i chim soc
vét thuong”

“Vét thurong clia mudi? Vét thuong ¢ dau ra?”Y nhiu may. Hom d6 lic y dich thin nhiy xudng song vot ¢d kén, ca ngudi cd bé bét méu, amy so t6i
nurc nghi rang cung tien bat sai dich, sau khi dua c6 vé nha mdi phat hién mau dé déu Ia cia con ho.

“Boi vi khong c6 thuong thé gi nén m6i mudn tim ngudi dén gitp. May ngay nay t6i bao vii gia vé qué nghi ngoi roi.” Tir Dat cudi noi: “Ciing khong sao,
chi [a d61 nguoi cham toi dam bira thoi”

Téan Pai Vinh trdm ngém trong chic 1at, git dau dong y, nhung khong khoi c6 chit cam gide bi theo doi Tir Pat khong ton hai g, von chuyén tot,
nhung con 6 ndy lai lich khong 16, khong the dicu tra duoc 1a ai da d€ nd vao thanh, néu cap trén biet Tir Pat khong c6 mdt chit throng ton, chua bict
chirng lai nghi Tir Pat vi ham lp cong ma dién kich — ngay d6 Ly Dung Tri khong biét vo tinh hay ¢6 y nhic nh, y méi khong bambao 1én trén.

“Mdi vira rdi iic ta t6i, nghe ngudi ban hang dau ngd n6i, miy hom nay Virong gia Pai Nguy thurong xuyén lui t6i?”

“Dung vay. Anh ta ndi t6i c6 an voi anh thoi” Tur Pat lo dang dap.

“Hom dy anh ta t6i rt nhanh, khi Ay mudi cdn hon mé, anh biét duoc mudi khong hé bi thuong, trén méit ¢6 chit stimg sbt.” Ping vdy, ngay ca y ciing
sling sO, sao lai co the? Mot ngurdi durdi mong vuot ctia hd ma mdt chit thirong ton ciing khdng co.

“Ha? Thi finh, huynh vira n6i gi?” Tir Pat cudi, vin dang dém chim trong hanh phiic dugc ngyr ban truong bao mot thude.

“Lic anh ta dén, thuong n6i gl voi mudi? Lam nhimg chuyén gi?”

Tir Pat ngén ra, nhin vao it y.

Téan ai Vinh voi vang n6i: “Khong phéi ta nghi ngoi g, chi la théy hoi ky la. Khong chi chét tir Dai Nguy, ngay ca chét tir Bic Dudng déu thim viéng
thuong xuyén, Tir Pat, mudi co giao tinh rat tot véi bon ho?”’

Tir Pat suy nghi, thing théin tra 101 “Ciing chi i qua lai s thoi. T6i nghi, binh thuong toi quan Iy chuyén trong phii chét tir, cho nén bon ho ciing biét diéu
d6i xtr, di tham toi cho phai I8 d6 nma.”



“O... nhung mudi dimg n qua sau d6.” Tan Pai Vinh dot nhién noi.

C6 chdp chop mit.

“Hai vi Vuong gia chét tir dang vé xuét ching, Ly Dung Tri phdm tinh nhu ngoc, On Vu Y dep tua thién nhan, bon ho néula hoang tir Tay Huyén, chic
hoang tir cua chiing ta khong thé sanh kip. Mudi...” Tan Dai Vinh tam dimg trong chdc lat, noi tiép: “Nghe nbi Vuong g Bac Puong rit say mé Thanh

Phong dau bang Ty Tam Iy, trong phu cling c6 hon muroi phu nhan r6i.... Tom lai, bon ho du sém hay mudn déu phai vé qudc gia ctia minh, ngudi Tir
gia ha c6 thé di voi ngudi ngoai qudc, mudi con khong mau tim tiéu quan di.”

Tir Pat ré ra udng tra, khde mdi cuoi nhe, nhe nhang dap: “Bing vy. Toi ciing dang ¢6 y dinh nay.”

Tan Pai Virh ngén ra, cuoi to:

“Tdu tir ctia mudi nghi dting that nha! Nang 4y bao ta khuyén mudi tim tiéu quan sém mot chit, nhd sau ndy c6 bénh tit gi ciing c6 nguoi chidm soc,
khong nghi nudi cling ¢ y ndy roi.”

Tir Pat cudi rang 13, nhe giong n6i: “Ding vay. Toi nghi, khong bang dém nay di luon.”

“Démnay?”

Cb ght git dau. “Toi nghi, t6i da xé bang Hoa Phuong, néu may méin, n6i khong chimg dén hai kim tudi da oanh oanh liét liét quy tién, phéi lo tim tiéu
quan truée mdi duoc.”

Tan Bai Vinh khé nhiu may. Tir gia 1 ngoai I duy nhit Tay Huyen, con gii Tir gia néu khong thanh thin, c6 thé quang minh chinh dai dénky vién dé tim
tiéu quan, ting c6 mot ni tir Tir gia khlve gid d3 mua mot tiéu quan im ké bau ban sém ti; Ciing timg ¢6 ké gia thé trong sach dang hoang tir nguyén
hién than, thé hdu ha dén tron ddi khong can danh phan.

Nhung bay gidr Tir Dat mudn tim ngudi lam ban, diéu kién thure rt gi6i han. Y da am tham héi théim gicp 0, vai ngwoi thi ha xudt séc déu tir chdi.
Nhitng nguoi ndy qua 1a tram miéng mdt 161, mo ho cho thay khdng muon cudi v bi ky thi, sau ndy ¢ trong quan doanh s khong tot.

“Mudi dinh bao. .. s& tim tiéu quan dé thanh thin? Tiéu quan dé cham soc mudi hay ngii qua dém thi c6 thé, nhung thinh thén & chuyén trong dai...”
Thuc khong ra thé thong gi, khong ra thé thong gi.

“C6 thanh than hay khong khong quan trong, mién t6i théy thich  t5t roi. Toi da chuan b som rdi, tring hop sao huynh ciing ndi vy, toi nay toi phéi dén
Ty Tam lau d, tha finh vé nhé chuyén 101 bao tiu tir dimg lo Eing cho t6i.”” C6 thdm thity noi.

“Téinay 4...”
C6 nhudng may cuoi. “Co sao khong?”

“Kh(}ng sao0 hét. .. bung 1Oi, nho’ tim tén tiéu quan nao trong sach mot chut, co théﬂhiéu (11100 mudi. Néu gip Vuong gia Béc Puong ¢ Tay Tam Lau, nhd
né han xa ra mdt chut, ta tha dé nudi tim mdt ic may tén ti€u quan ciing khong the t6i gan han.”

Tir Pat dang udng nude, suyt nita phun hét ra. “Thi fish oi, mdt ngudi ki di rdi, khong can vai ngudi dau. Toi dau c6 khoe nhur vy.”

Téan Pai Vinh cudi to n6i: “Phéi phai. Ta con mudn khuyén nmudi, tim tiéu quan nao gia thé trong sach, ngy tho don thuan, sau ndy mudi ¢6 trd thianh Am
pht twéng quan bat hanh chét sém that. . . phai bat han th tiét vi mudi it nhat vai nam méi duoc.”

Chuyén xa Fic xa lo nhu vay ciing tinh téi, Tir Dat cudi noi: “Tha finh, huynh rt tin twéng t6i nha.”

“Ta biét mu01 luon mudn gdy dung dai nghlep ” Tan Dai Vinh thd dai dap: “Boi vi khong thé khéng cy vinh quang, cho nén biét 16 Amphi tuéng quan
chi ¢6 thé sdng dén hai muroi lam, mudi van mudn thir stre mdt trn. Ngudi c6 thé chét, diu 6 thé roi, nhung cong danh khong ai khong mudn, ddy ding
14 Iong kiéu ngao ghi xurong khic cbt ctia ngwoi Tay Huyén, ta ciing vy thoi.”

Tt Pat nhin y ky Ia.

Tén Dai Vinh cudi nhe: “Ta da sip bon muoi, mudi ciing biét quan ché ctia Tay Huyén rdi d6. Tir khi Thanh Thuong déing co, ¢ kinh d6 c6 thém vai tén
giao ty, bon chiing tuy danh nghia la dudi quyén ta, nhung, ky tht da phan tan hoan toan thire quyén cua ta, ta bay gio danh In quyen nho roi. Dai tau
cua mu61 ludn lay lam tiec, néu ta sinh ra sém hon vai muoi ném, quyép luc c6 thé da rat lon. Con moi sinh, nang bao ta phai lam dugc chuyén dai su gi
d9, khién Hoang Thuong nhan ra dugc nang lyc clia ta, it nhat, phai tot hon so voi bay gio.”

“Thu finh, huynh mudn lim dai sur gi?”” Trong 1dng c6 thiy hoi khac thudng,

Tan Pai Vinh dic ¥ cudi dap: “Vai ngly nita mudi s& biét.”

Tur Dat dang mudn truy van, dot nhién Tﬁr} Dal Vinh vd vai ¢d vai cai thzflt’ manh. ‘“Néu that c6 két qua, ta r}hét dinh s& ndi cho mudi. Va laj, n11161 tim tiéu
quan xong, hai ngay nita qua timta, ta muon t6 chirc mdt bita tiéc nho, de dira bé nhan nudi lam me d& dau, sau nay nudi cé di nd ciing cd thé thay



mudi chim soc gia di
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...” C6 con chua ¢4 dima, biét khong ha? C6 khi, thue cam thiy tha finh Ain n6i thing tudt qua sire. Ngudi rudt dé ngoai da nhur vAy & chdn quan
truong khong hop lam thi phai.

Tén Dai Vinh ki tén gu cing ¢6 mot lic, mai dén khi y roi i, Tir Dat vén khong thé cay miéng ra  rdt cude y mudn lim céi dai sy gi. Tay Huyén hign
nay, cd cai dai sy gi thich hop d€ y lam co chir?

Y 1ubn ¢b y néi lang sang chuyén khac, dén phut cubi, ¢o chi hoi duge mot cau: “Bém nay thi finh di dau?”

Y hang héi cuoi ndi:

“Chinh 4 lam cai dai sur 46 d6. Mudi dimg hoi ta lim & dau nhé, ctr chd thanh cong 16 dén chic mirmg ta thoi.” Y khong noi, von i Tam hoang tir bi
mit muu phan, Nhi hoang tr mlon y tim Phuong Vii Lénh Tir Pat ctng vai tén thudc ha cé nang luc den gitip d6, nhung dém nay Tir Pat mu6n dén tiéu
quan quan, y ciing khong mubn ngin lai; hon nita, nhiéu ngaty nay Tir Pat va chét tir Virong gia ¢6 hoi gin giii, 1 nhu khong can than tin trc phong thanh
truyén ra ngoai thi thuc khong tot.

Y tin twong Tir Pat, y chi so Tir at b ra. Lai nhé t6i 10i the i, ¢6 chuyén gi nguy nan thi phai néu grong cho binh si, dén lic ¢6 cong lao thi chiéu ¢b
cho cap dudi, chang phai rat tot hay sao? Pung vy, ngay ay Tur Pat thay y du ho, tuy 1a bién phap tot nhat trong tinh thé cap bach d6, nhung y van udn
canh canh trong long, bao vé thudc ha von 14 viéc y nén lam nha!

Y chot phén van, lai thdy c6 ty nit kia ban ron subt san trong nha ngoai, nhin nhur dang lm viée, nhung c6 troi biét chét tir Pai Nguy dwa mot nguoi dén
canh Tur Pat nham muyc dich gi?

Vi thé, trong long y thim quyét dinh, chd xong viée s& lai dén tim ¢6 chiic mimg,

Y lai chuyén phiém vai cau, khién Tir Dat twéng y thyc chi don gian dén théim c6 ma thoi. V& mit cd mimg 1, rd rang s0 ngudi t6i thim co it dén déng
thurong, Nhé t6i gia the cua ¢6 cling nhén tai bat thanh. .. Y tho dai, trurde khi di lai dan do:

“Mudi phai nhd, tim mdt tiéu quan trong sach mang v& nha, khong can dinh liu gi &én chét tir nue khéc, trong lai bon ho déu phai vé& qudc gia ctia minh.
Nguoi Tay Huyén nén chét trén dat Tay Huyén, mot khi roi Ty Huyén di, luc vé dén nha khong biét 1a bao ndm saunita.”

Tur Bat nghe vdy, long chot mémra. C6 lam sao khong biét, trén doi nay ngudi ngudi tiép can c6 déu c6 muc dich, chi ¢6 vi thit inh khong chit tim co
da than thiét hai nam nay m6i c6 thé that tinh chan y quan tim dén co.

C5 vo thire xoa chiéc day tét com Ién bén hong, trinh trong tra 1oi:
“Pugc, 16i nhd 16, chic chin s& tim tiéu quan ngudi Ty Huyén ma.”

[1]: Té tudng dd ly hio xanh thgyén (SEFRRT S IFHEMY — c6 thé chéo thuyén trong bung té tudng), T mdt vé ctia cau “Tran tuéng quan c6 thé phi ngura,
bung té tudng cb thé chéo thuyen”, y nodi nguoi linh dao phai cé long da rong huong, khoang dat, bict tha thi.

[2]: “Nguyén bich quy Triéuw”— R E2J9#% (hay “Hoan bich quy Triéu”): mdt dién tich, chi viéc dem dd vat nguyén ven vé tra lai cho chii cil.
[3]: Thude: don vi do do dai cti, trong duong 1/3 mét.
Ban dang doc truyén Chi La Hoang Heu duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full . Net.

Chuwong 3

Ty Tam Lau, i noi truy hoan yén hoa 16n nhét kinh d6 Tay Huyén.

Tir cira I6n bude vao, di Ién hai miroi bén bac cu thang, 1& phai I gian ctia cac co g, queo trdi | gian cta cac tiéu quan, ting hai tap ndp céc tiéu
quan, ¢6 nuong di lai. Anh dén ryc 15, huong thom tran nglp, vo clng dé ngiri, thom den mitc toan thin dé chiu sang khoai, khong biét loai hurong nay
¢6 ban khong nhi? Tir Pat thim nghi, dong thoi gdng minh chiu dyung canh ban dan quén ching nhin chém chém, ¢b im king nhit c6 thé, khoanh tay bude
Ién hai nuroi tur bac thang,

May mén da c6 v6n c6 mau banh mét, néu khong bay gid khong biét gidu nit vao dau.

Neay tir e Tir Dat mdi budc kn t6i bic thang thir mudi, i b da bi tiéu quan voi va 10i ra. Ba sting o nhin Tir Pat, am ban: “Cudi cing. .. ciing dén
ngiy ndy sao? Nhi tiéu th. .. Ngwoi dén day...”
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“U.” Tir Pat dép cho ¢6, da mit nong Ién, lai vo thirc so s& day tét deo bén hong,

Hérp nay, ¢ dac biét thay mot bo Khuc cu }hz?tmy mdi, mau sic hoa van so vii ngéy thurong sac s& hon nhiéu, toc chai nhg: dé xda den ong a nhur lya,
khien ban than nhin xinh dep v ngan— ¢6 von hy vong ngudi khic s& chi y vao sac dep bé nho ctia ¢6 mit chit, gio lai thay viée ¢d tén la Tir Dat tan
khoc biet bao.

Tiba van chua kip hoi phyc tinh thin. Céc ¢6 gii Tir gia tim tiéu quan i diéu duong nhién, nhung doi ba chura thiy viéc ndy bao gio, lic trude con tién
tay boi hong bai doan thir, Nhi tiéu thur Tir gia the hé ndy ¢6 ty & co'hoi tién dén hon nhan khong cao, rat c6 kha néng s& tim ticu quan lam ban ca doi,
ndo bit homnay c6 da toi.

“Xin hoi. ..” Ta ba hing giong, uyén chuyén hoi: “Nhi tiéu thur mudn bao nhiéu nguoi?”

C06 nghe vay, bat cuoi khe. “Mot nguoi la di.”

“Mot nguoi? Thay dbi dinh ky hay mua ca doi?”

Mudn thao ludn ngay tai day ha? D sao ddy ciing 14 1in dAu tién ma, ¢6 trong 1ong mudn khéc, ngoai it lai ¢d t6 vé phong khoang, cuoi dap: “Ca doi.”
“C6 nhitng diéu kién gi?”

Tir Pat niit nhur géc chin, im ban “Khong doi hoi gl nhiéu. .. Ding rdi, tudi dimg nhd qua.” C ciing khong mubn dan em trai vé nha nudi. Trong
thoang choc, c6 chi cam thay tat ca tiéu quan dang dimg trén hanh lang déu niit sang ruc nhin co.

T ba kh& Am ram: “Yéu cau nay khong cao nhi. ..” Qué thirc 1 cin ban khong soi moi. Ba nhin sang nhom tiéu quan dimg trén hénh lang dang nhay it
lién tyuc, khy mdt tieng, quay dau curoi hoi: “Nhi tieu thur, xin hoi. .. Homnay chi c6 moi 6 t6i day?”

3 GHé?ﬁ 9

“T6i mudn hoi, dai tiéu thr voi tam tiéu thur. . . Twong lai ¢6 dén lAu ching toi chon nam tir vé& nha khong?”

Tir Pat d4u tién | ngén ra, nhiét khi trén it trong chc lat tiéu hét, cb hong nghe hoi chét, ngire ami dau. C6 cudi dap: “Chuyén nay ta the khong 19,
binh thurong cfing khong nghe hai ngwoi d6 nhic dén.” Tuy ring bi dit dudi hai vi ty mudi trong moi chuyén da gin thanh théi quen, nhung ¢6 khong nghi
ngay ca tim ban, ciing phéi kiém tra luén hai ngudi con lai.

Néu hai ngudi do khong thanh than, néu hai ngudi d6 ciing den day chon ban doi, ¢6 nghi hom nay du la mot ngudi ¢6 ciing khong chon duoc. C6 i
dau can nhdc mot lat, tiéu quan ciing khong phai lya chon cubi ctng cta ¢0, miy ngdy gan day ¢ kinh thanh ¢6 mbt dam kht cai mubn ban minh lm toi
¢, néu bon ho khong ngai, that ra cing co thé mua mot ngurdi vé nha, chila viée do s& khién phy than khong hai long, hay 1 nho Tir Truc néi ho trong
cung, hity bo than phén n6 tich, néu khong sau ndy c6 bat hanh ra di chic hin phai ti€ép tuc lam an may.

Nghi dén do, c6 tha ban tay dang dat trén tii xudng, cudi bao ti ba:

“Ta khong voi. Ma ma cho ta mbt phong trong, ta c6 thé s& doi dén troi sang dé suy nghi thit ky da. Ba khong duoc noi di, phai ndi cho 16 rang, I Tir
Dat ¢ kinh thanh, néu tiéu quan moi toi khong biét Tir Pat 1 ai, ba phai ké lai twong tan cho hén nghe, khong can noi t6t mdt cAu nao hét. Dii sao dé
chung sdng 1au dai, phai cam tAm tinh nguyén mdi duogc.” Noi tim ¢b rét kién cuong, cho nén tuyét khong dé bung,

“Pugc dugc. .. Toi s& lp tirc sip xép, ha ha, ngay lap tirc.”

Tir Pat nghe vdy, hai Iong cudi mot tiéng, lai nghif vo vin, quay qua nhimg tiéu quan dimg trén hanh lang lich sy mim cuoi. Lic trude ¢ c6 hoi gip gép,
nhung gio khong 6m hy vong gi nita, tAm tinh thodi mai han én.

Tat ca cac nam tir déu stng sot, cd nguoi cham cham nhin ¢6, cd ké trong anh miit day tinh toan, cd ké vo thirc cudi dap lai roi voi va quay di, s co
nghi hén c6 cam tinh voi co.

Tir Pat khong chi ¥ t6i anh mit ndy, gio phit niy c6 dang trimg it nhin nam tir tré tudi dimg trong bong t6i, hin 1a Piéu gia. . .
“Nhi tiéu thur, moi.”

T ba phai ndi hai in, Tir Dat mdi ly lai tinh thén, dang dinh budc theo ba vao phong, gian bén phéi ctia céc ¢0 i lai truyén ra tiéng vui dia am, co
chuyén mit qua do, ngan ra.

“Aiz, hom nay choi dila qua tron rdi thi phai? Lic trude Bic Puong Vuong gia dau co nhu thé d4u.” Ta ba buc minh khé u bau.

Tir Dat hoi trd it ra, nhin cac ¢6 nuong 40 quin x0c x¢ch dang vira cudi vira chay tan loan, lai nhin OnVu Y dang bit mét quo tay ung tung bét quy.
C0 biét trong pht han da c6 mudi tim vi phu nhan, tiép tuc choi ki€u ndy, ngudi thir mudi chin va hai muroi chic chan cling ¢ udn.

Hin nap thiép, khong hé co hi kiéu nghénh don, hon phin nira la t6 chirc hi yén moi ngudi quen dén du, ngay ca quan Phurong Vi chuyén lo viéc trong
phu chat tir cling moi, trong hi yén nguoi thi€p moi khong xuat hién, lam vai 1an c6 tudng moi khach dén chi € an tiéc uong ruou ma thoi.



Lic ndy, hén dang 5mmot ¢6 ghi xinh dep, 4i mudi cudi noi: “Cudi clng cling tom durge nha. Nang néi di, lic ndly nang bao néu bon vurong bét duoc,
nang thuong cho bon vuong cai gi nao?”

“Khy.” Tir Pat che mi¢ng ho nhe mdt tiéng Tu thé 6mép kia chéng van hda chitt nao.

On Vu Y v6n dang bit miit, dot nhién kéo dai bang che xubng, quay lai nhin. Trong khoanh khac, mét hdn hién vé khéc thuong, bat thot: “Tir Pat? Sao
¢6 lai toi day?”

“Virong gia khong can lo ing, khong phai cac phu nhin bao Tir Pat di tim Vurong gia dau.”

Thén sic hin van ¢6 chut ky la, nhin ¢6, lai nhin td ba, cubi cing dimg & gian phong tiéu quan. Hin chim rii buéng vong 6m, hoi:
“Nhur vay ¢b t6i la dé...”

“Nhi ¢6 nrong t6i tim tiéu quan.” T ba nhiét tinh noi.
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..”” Hin dang run riy, bong nhd 6i ctia tac phong dic biét cac ¢o gai Tir gia Tay Huyén. Hén a mdt tiéng, trong chdc It van chura goi hon vé, hoi tiép:
“Pén nay 6 ranh nén moi dén?”

“Démnay Tur Pat khong c6 cong viéc gi. Vuong gia, c6 gi khong a?”
“Tai sao c6 lai quyét dinh dém nay dén?” Héin khong dap ma hoi nguoc lai.

Tir Pat méic dii thy hanh vi ciia héin hoi khéc thuong, nhung khong thé chi thing vao miii hin bao mvic gi ngai di lo chuyén ctia toi. Vithé, c6 cudi dap:
“Troi dep, khong mura, nén dén day.”

“... Troi dep, khong mua, nén dén ddy?” Hén ngAm nghi that k¥, dt nhién v0 tay cuoi to: “Hay! Thu rt hay! Trdi dep, khong mura, nén dén day! Qua
1 Tir Dat ca doi an yén nhan than!” Han cudi dén doi it dep lp lanh, tién the goi mdt 6 gii xinh xdn dang bude t6i. Noi: “Hom nay khong choi nira,
c6 di doi cho ta mdt gian phong trong, Tir Pat, ¢6 phai di ngay khong?”’

“Vay lai day di.” Thdy ¢6 khong nhiic nhich, hin ha ha cuoi, chi dong tién 1én kéo ¢ qua.

Tir Pat mét nhiin may nhiu, quay lai néi véi t ba: “Virong gia ¢6 viée nho ta lim, ta di lat s& vé, ba ctr giit phong d6 cho ta, ta chd dén budi sang.”

OnVuY nghe thay tir “budi sang”, than sic rat c6 biéu cam kiéu khong biét nén khoc hay nén cuoi Hin kéo c6 di vao mdt gian phong rong rii, noi:
“Mang Ién mdt hd rrou cing méy dia thire 3n, bon virong khong cn hau ha, lui xudng hét di.”

Budc vao phong, Tir Pat bt dong thanh sic rut tay lai. “Virong gia xin mdi ra Iénh.”

On Vu Y vén méi toc dai, séc mit khoai tra ngdi bén canh ban. “Von dém nay ta dén day ngdi nhd mdt ngudi ban cii, khong ngd ¢d ciing dén, viy ta
khong nhd nira.”

Loi hdn néi trude sau chéng hé an nhdp véi nhau, ¢6 ciing khong mubn binh udn gi thém
Ruou va thirc an duge don én, On Vu Y tAm trang rat tbt, cudibao o gaibung dd an:

“Co den bao cho Thanh Phong, dém nay bon vuong khong dén phong c6 4y.” Han chi vao Tir Pat, cudi: “Khong phéi ki bon virong hru lai Tir Pat, ma
aco ay twr dén tim tiéu quan, & lai chéc ciing phai dén sang. Cho diima ma tim tiéu quan gitip ngay by gioy, dém nay ciing k1 dém dong phong hoa chic
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cta co ay.
Tir Pat nghe vdy, nhin thoang qua On Vu Y, lai nhin ¢6 ty nit.

Tiéu ty nit ctii diu kinh cn ndi: “Thanh Phong c6 mrong n6i, Vurong gia da dén dy, ching 1& dén nhin ¢6 dy mot 1t ciing khong dugc? C6 ra ngoai cd
ciing khong c6 mit mili gap ai nira, xin Vuong gia ghé phong mot lat dia.”

Hén nhéch miéng, vay tay. “Bdn virong da biét, lat nita s& qua.”

Tiéu ty nit cti dau lui ra.

On Vu Y cudi ndi: “Ngdi di. .. Trong lu ndy c6 thich tiéu quan no, ta gifp ¢ hoi thiim, xem thir nhan phim, ning lyc hén ra sao0?”
Tir Pat ir mdt tiéng, theo 11 ngdi xudng.

“Sao? Tiéu quan n4o0?”

“Van chwa x4c dinh.”



“Tai sao van chura xéc dinh chir? Néu khong, goi ma ma bao tip trung tit ca tiéu quan ¢ dai sanh, ta gifp c6 chon. Anh it ciia ta khong t& hon c6
daw.” Han hung tri bimg bimg,

Tir Pat ir hir, da mit céing ra, cudi noi: “Chuyén trai géi, tm lai cam tam tinh nguyén vén tot hon. Toi déy, khong biét chon ngudi thé nio, cling khong
biet ngudi duge chon c6 nguyén y hay khdng, thoi thi cir d€ bon ho chon trude di.”

On Vu Y hoi ngin nguoi, hiéu duoc y ctia cd, trong thoang chdc, it hén 16 vé vo cing tiéc han, tho dai: “R6 rang B mdt dai my nhén nhur véy. ..
“Pa ta Vuong gia ca ngoi.”’
Hin liéc ¢6 mot cai. “Dang tiéc, bon virong khong ¢6 cach nio khéc ciing khong mudn nap ¢6 vao phong, bang khong. ..”

Tir Bat cudi néi: “Virong gia ding hai t6i. Loi nay néu dé Thanh Phong tiéu thu nghe thiy, chic t6i gip nguy. Ngay khac néu Thanh Phong tiéu thur trg
thanh phu nhan thir muoi chin, Tir Pat chac chan s€ mang I€ vat dén phi.”

“C6 ta la cai gi chir? Ngay ca lAmky nit dudi chan bon virong ciing khong ximg!” On Vu'Y lanh 1o ni. Han uon luén lich s v6i phu nit, khong noi
nhirng cau ddc dia, lan nay khong do du thé hién sy cam ghét, Tir Pat miat nhin mili, miii nhin tim, coi nhu dang nhp thién.

Hén nhin ¢6 mit céi, bong nhién bat cuoi: “Tir Pat, c6 khong sao chir?”
“Khong sao.” C6 nang cdc rugu lén nhép mdt ngum, phét hién rurou niy thire ngon.

“Nang ta I gién diép Bic Puong, Tir Pat, ‘ngay cd ta cling bi ¢0 ta gidm thi.”” Han thiy tay ¢6 run Ién, rurou trong cbe sanh ra ngoai. Hén khoai tra nbi
tiép: “Gidr c6 c6 dinh bao chuyén nay lén cp trén khong?”

“...Vurong gia udng nhidu rdi, ruou vao d& noi i khong dau. Tir Pat ciing ubng nhiéu rdi, d& nghe nham bi mit ctia Virong gia.” N6i xong, ¢6 voi va
uong lien may chén, thira dip tw chudc rugu chinh minh.

“Con hd ciing 14 do ta dura t6i.”

“Vurong gia, ruou ndy thit khong t€ nha! Khong ging nhur ctia TAy Huyén im, tir Béc Puong dem dén ding khong?”

“Tén trdm dot nhdp phit chét tir Pai Nguy Iic trude ciing B do bon virong gio tro, y bon virong mudn thir xem ¢6 thé diét Ly Dung Tri hay khong”
“Hoéa ra thirc an & Tély Tam lau ciing ngon nhur vay, khong biét dau bép rdt cude dén tir dau?”

“C6 lai rot nira, sép say that 1oL

Tir Pat ha tay xubng, cudi rang & voi héin. “Thé nay cang tot, Vurong gia ndi gi ti ciing khong nghe 13, t6i v& phong cho ma ma thoi...”

On Vu Y khong hé giir ¢6 lai, thép giong ni nhur Iim ban:

“Vai tram nam trude, tir qudc trao dbi chét tir to ng vinh vién khong xAm pham nhau. Nhirng ké am chét tir hon phén nira khong thé cham tay vao
ngdi vi hoang d€, nhung, khong biet la Ly Dung Tri Bai Nguy qua da tam, hay la mon khach han nudi & Bai Nguy qué loi hai, may thang trudc, thai tir
Dai Nauy thét dirc, hoang dé Pai Nguy gidn dix phé hin di, von trong chi i mot thoi gian ngin, nao biét bong nhién trao lai ngdi cho Ly Dung Tri ¢ Tay
Huyen” Hén nhin c6 ngdi trd lai ghé, cudi kha: “Tir Pat, r6t cudc ta khong bang Ly Dung Tri chd ndo, tai sao ta thiy c6 lai 6 cam tinh v6i héin dén
thé?”

Tir Pat nguong ngling cudi cudi: “Trong long t6i, Virong gia va Pai Nguy Virong gia déu i nhitng hoang toc rt tot. Chi i Tir Pat luon hidu ky véi
nhiing chiing loai hai san phong phu ¢ Pai Nguy thoi.”

Hén cudi nhat, ndi: “Chéng I8 ngay ca mot 11 that long c6 ciing khong thé ndi cho bon virong hay sao?”

C6 tham thé dai mot tiéng, nhe giong n6i:

“Tir Dat luon hoi nhay cam. Tir Pat von bét tai, lic bi ngudi doi cudi nhao, hai vi Virong gia 1uén che ché t61.” CO dimg dy tho dai. “Lic ddu vt, nhi
hoang tir limkhé dé Tir Pat, may c6 Viong gia va Pai Nguy Vuong g & déy toi moi antoan, t6i van luon nho trong long, chi . .. Vurong gia Dai
Nguy ngoai trir bao vé Tir Dat, chua ting hia voi ngudi khac ché gidu Tir Pat bao gio.”

OnVuY ngAn ngo.

“Trudc néim tudi, ai ai ciing d6i xti tot voi Tir Pat, ai ai cling cudi noi voi t0i, chira bao gior 6 mot chit cot nhai. Mi khi thy Pai Nguy Virong gia, t6i
lai nhé dén khodng thoi gian trude nam tudi dep d€ nay.”

“Co... cﬁngbi& ta va hin bao vé ¢6 1 ¢6 muc dich?”

Tir Dat cudi noi: “Vuong gia hdm nay lam sao vay? Ngai tiét 10 mdt b chuyén von khong nén tiét 16 1. C6 mdt s viee, t6t nhit nén dé yén nhur vay,



ding béi ra, dé ngudi con c6 duoc do twong dep d&.”
“Hoba ra, cd tha dé minh b lira ciing khong mubn bo di tat thay.”

Tur Bat mim cuoi, “Bi ltra thi ngdy cling troi.” Chang 18 bao ¢d ngiy ndo ciing khoc 16¢ t céo ho loi dung c6? Bdi vi ¢o I Tir Pat, nén cang dé loi dyng.
Tir nho dén Ion, c6 chang qua chi I quan co aé ngudi khac muron stre. C6 ke nghi ¢d ca tin, loi dung ¢6 d& bude vao Tir phi; ¢6 ké muon muron ¢o dé
két giao v6i hoang thét, loai ndy thi nhiéu khong ké xiét. Pay 1 diém khéc biét giira c6 va Tir Truc, Tir Hoi, ho chi loi dung nguoi khéc, gibng nhur ¢6. .

Ky that hai vi chat tir Vuong gia d6i xir t6t voi co, Iy long ¢, thinh thoang loi dung c6 mot chit, ¢4 khong ngai, chat tir bén ngoai, lubn luon VAt va,
ngay ca... ngay ca ngly ay gap hd, trong 1dng c6 ciing biét Ly Dung Tri da tur bao vé minh rat t5t i, cho dii ¢ khong mudn bude ra du hd, hin ciing s&
str ke loi dung trach nhiém lrong tam cuia c6 vdi dan ching kinh thanh.

C5 c6 thé khong thure thong minh, nhung da bao nhiéu niim gip nhidu chuyén nhu vay, néu ¢6 nhin khong ra thi ciing quéa ngu di.

N(’)i dinoi lai, vAn chi ¢6 thi Tinh di xtr tdt vii ¢ mdt cach \(6 tu,yngiﬁ vay, tam tinh c6 chot hirng khéi hin, trén doi nay, cubi clng cling con mdt nguoi
tot chan thanh yéu quy do6i dai co, cho nén, ¢6 khong chit y im dén chuyén bon Ly Dung Tri loi dung minh nita.

C6 nghe On Vu Y néi:

“Chéc chi mdt hai thang nita Ly Dung Tri s& trd vé.”

Vay thi tiéc that, c6 nghi thAm. Nhung mi¢ng van cudi bao: “Vay phéi chic mimg Pai Nguy Virong gia thoi.”

“Tram ndm nay, hén i hoang tir dau tién c6 thé vé ¢b qudc trong tudi thanh nién. Vi ngdi vi hoang dé nay, hin quéa thyre da dung tim hrong khd.” On Vu
Y trdo phing cuoi, thay Tir Pat ¢6 vé to mod, han nhu dira con nit chom t6i trude, cudi day vé bi mét: “Tir Pat, c6 da nghe ndi to ché ctia Pai Nguy von
12 mdt virong mdt hau, con goi la quy ché song virong?”

C6 cudi gat dau. “Toi c6 nghe ndi, nhung & Pai Neuy chi ¢6 lic ban dau Ja nhur thé thoi, vé sau tit ca hoang dé déu nap thém phi tir, chi & khong nhiéu
nhur tam cung lyc vién ¢ ba nude con lai, t6i con nhd, hoang dé Pai Nguy doi nay cd tong cong mot hau muroi hai phi, & Pai Nguy ma néi thi cling khong
phai it.”

“Ding vay.” Ctr hé ban chuyén nguoi khéc 1 hén lai cam thay himg thi. Hin chop chop doi mét dep, cuot: “Quy ché ctia t6 tién i thé, nhung mudn tuan
thihay khong, con tily moi nguoi. Nhung c6 diém khong di 1, Pai Nguy mdt dé mot hau, quy ché song virong, hoang tir trude dai hon phai giit minh
trong sach, con vo ké khong thé két hon sém hon truéng ti, tuy quy cu nhung that ra cting rat hoa hop. Trude khi thai tir ké vi, bén canh céc hoang tir
déu c6 tiéu quan riéng ghi lai chuyén phong the cia bon ho, dé phong khi thai tir vi pham con lp théi tir khéc, tiéc a thai tir Pai Nguy cudng trang qua
mitc, bay gior 1 that dire, dé Ly Dung Tri duoc loi. ..

Tir Pat nghe vay, p tirc nhé dén ngudi hdu Lam Ta bén canh Ly Dung Tri.

OnVuY lai cudi:

“Tiée Ia Ly Dung Tri dén Tay Huyeén khi van con thiéu nién, chura kip bi chi hon; tiéc 3 Pai Nguy van con hru lai cai to huan nham nhi nay, gitt minh trong
sach 14 dé ton trong hoang hiu — mOt bé ha khac, nhung nay c6 ai con thuc d6i dai voi hoang hiu Bai Nguy nhu virong thuong? Tiec 1 Ly Dung Tri troi
sinh chinh la m0t tén ngbe chdm chim tuan thu 0 huan, tiéc cho mot thing dan 6 6ng tha huong ltic hiru tinh van phai can thin timg ly, khong duoc nap
thiép, cudi cling danh phéi di tim tiéu quan. . .” Hén liéc qua, thy Tir Pat phun thing ra mdt ngum ruou.

C6 voi vang lau miéng, im bam: “Chuyén ndy toi chura hé nghe qua...”

OnVu'Y ha ha cudi:

“Hén von trAm tinh, khong ung dung tur tai nhu ta, chéc s& khong qua vai lan. Nhung, chi can nguoi co tAm chéc chan khong thé khong ﬂﬁylmnhw cua
han. Tir Pat, ¢6 khong ¢ trong trung tim quyén hre hoang that, nhung sinh ra trong the gia chinh tri nhu Tir gia, 1m sao khong biet the cuc trude mit, chi
la thuong ngay c6 bo bo gitt minh ma thoi. C6 ¢d bict ta phuc ¢d nhat ¢ di€émnao khong?”

“Dém nay Vuong gia noi. ... nhidu tht.”

“Ta kham phuc nhét, chinh |z Vién DS vén bao mdt doi ¢ & Tay Huyén binh thuan v0 nang, nhung ¢ khong vi 101 ong ta ma budng xudi, ngroc lai b
hoc van hoc vo dé tang nang e ban than. Ta nghe n6i cd xé bang Hoa Phurong, mubn tham du cude tuyén Am phit turéng quén, von long ta vo clng tiéc
num, néu c6 c6 thé trd thanh Am phu tuéng quan that, chiing phai tanh mang ngin ngii? Nhung, bay gid ta lai cam thiy, ¢6 di con duong nay, dbi voi co
1a 6t nhét, tuyét d6i s& khong bi nguoi loi dung nira.”

Ngir khi kia v6 van tiéc nudi, Tir Pat biét ¢6 chuyén khac thuong, nhung trong chéc 1at van khong thé thiu ndi ngu ¥ ctia héin. Pém nay On Vu Y, hoan
toan khong giong binh thudng, binh thurong hian hay tréu gheo, hay noi ba lap bong dua, vo nhu tht tinh lai 1a gia y, d&m nay khong biet Ia co y hay vo
tinh &m chi cho ¢6 cai gi day.

Nguoi hai nude khac biét, tm sy gi cling dén d6 ma thoi, On Vu Y than phan rat dac biét, noi qua nhiéu chuyén bi mét tirc 12 pham vao hiy ky.

On Vu'Y nhp mdi chén ruou, cudi noi:



“Ta nh6 nhung ngudi ban ¢fl, chinh l nght dém nay ¢6 s roi vao cam bay nguoi khéc, tir nay v’é sau Jim vao 1c xody triéu dinh, khong bao gid con
duoc 1a mdt bang hitu don thuan nhur bay gio nira. Tl Pat, thit ra cir nhu ¢d hién tai cling tot lam, dting khong?”

C6 suy nghii mot lat, thiy chung van khong néim duwoc y nghia 10i ni ctia héin, danh phai r6t rurou cho hin rdi ndi ling sang chuyén khac:
“Vurong gia, thoi cir udng ruou di. Dém nay coi nhur t6i nghénh ngiing, ndi gi ciing khong nghe duoc.”
Hin hrdi biéng liéc nhin c6, cudi mot tiéng, 1di the' dai:

“Tir Pat, c6 c6 mot diém dang ghét. O trong long ¢d, qua mirc coi trong Tay Huyén, cin ban khong coi ngudi tir cac qudc gia khac 1 tri ky, vy tai sao
¢0 lai trach ngudi khac khong that tim ma doi xir voi c6?”

Ctru mang!

Chura timg c6 thoi khic ndo nhu bay gio, Tir Pat chat vat thé nay, khong, phai néi 1, chura timg c6 thoi khéic nao nhur bay o, ¢6 duge moi ngudi chao
don nhu Nic nay.

May ma 4nh nén trong tiéu quan quan chi p 1de khong t6, néu khong gios phit nay c6 da than v trong dan séi. C6 khe kha cuoi khd, bdng nghe tiéng
budc chan én lau, c6 ngimg thd.

“Tir nhj tiéu thur n6i 1 di hit thé mdt cai, tai sao m6i nhay it da khong thay ngudi déu nita?”” Hai g tiéu quan kén lau tim ngudi, hét nhin dong lai ngo
tay.

“Khong phai i bi may tén khac kéo vao phong rdi chir?”
“Vay thi t¢ qua, kho Iim moi ¢6 co hoi roi khoi day, néu ké khac nhanh chin dén trude ma cudp mét, ta thre khong cam long,”

“Nghe n6i Tir Tam c¢6 mrong khong gin nam sic, nhung lai 1 nhin vat vo ciing quan trong trong triéu dinh Tay Huyén, néu c6 thé muron dudng Nhij tiéu
thu ma tiép can Tam ticu thu, vay cling rat ¢ 1o1.”

Tir Pat lién tuc curdi khd, ding 1 nhur thé, xemra c6 qua 1 kho, von turdng dém nay s& khong c6 tiéu quan ndo t6i cira, ndo biét da c6 hon muroi ngudi
dung & ngoai.

Op VuY han huyén cing co dén hon nira dém, moi tim khong cam, long khong mudn dén chd Thanh Phong c6 nurong, con ¢b trd vé phong dinh chop
it mot [t dén séng s& 1o di, ai ngd wira day cira, bén trong da day phong tiéu quan dang doi co.

C6 ke von khong thich chon gio tréing, nhung vi khon kho mi phai ban minh, mun muxon ¢ rdi khoi noi day; ¢6 ké mudn muon cira ¢6 hong budc vao
hoang that hozc Tir gia, tham chi con coi ¢d 1a van cau, du do Tur Tryce hay Tir Hoi

C6 thim thé dai, bon tiéu quan miéng mdm tron tudt, nhung c6 khong phai ké ngéc, sao lai nhin khéng ra dugc co chi?
Doi cho hai gi tiéu quan kia di khuét, ¢6 moi budc ra tir chd t6i dang ndp, ctii ddu tram twr. Chéng I, thit mudn tity y chon mit nguoi?

C6 mic di dén nay khong c6 duyén véi tinh yéu chan chinh, nhung cling tht s nghiém tiic nl]ér} chon mdt ngudi im ban. Yén cau ciia ¢d 16 rang
khong cao ma, thdm chi ¢ chilt tan tat ciing khdng sao hét, chi can doi phurong thue long dé€ y dén 6, cho ¢6 duge mot chit am ap, vay la da roi

Nghii ¢én d6, c6 c6 hoi mit hy vong,

C6 lai nghe thiy hai tén tiéu quan & dudi lau néi véi nhau: “Hay 13 bo di, c6 nén khong nhi?”” Ngit khi hinh nhur lai cang toan tinh hon, ¢6 thét tim, thyre
khong muon phai giap mit bon ho, nghe bon ho uon ludi ngot ngao nita.

Hai g tiéu quan ndy ltc ny trude miit ¢d thi bo 16 gi ma “Nhij tiéu thur, qua 1 tréim nghe khong béng mot théy, hom nay giip c6 moi biét kinh thanh lan
truyen toan tin vit...” van van, 10i ca chim sa ca lan gi cling 16i ra not, so voi 101 ndi that byung lic ndy thi cach xa mdt van tam ngan dam

Hai gi tiéu quan lai bude Ién ciu thang, ¢6 hong hét liéc nhin bon phia. Noi ndy chi c6 mdt cénh cira, tir khe cira thiy mot khoang den nhu muc khong
cd anh den, 6 can rang ha quyet tam, day ctra bude vao, roi lap tirc khép lai.

“Nguoi n6i ¢ ta trén? Tai sao lai phai trén? RS rang bay gidr ¢ ta ¢6 thé tity y chon, vé sau chua chiic ¢6 dugc co hdi ndy d6. Nhin xem, khong c6
nguoi...”

“Khong phai Ia ¢ trong phong nay cha?”
Co tron to mit, nghe tiéng cira gd cot ket md ra, cd bét gidc chay vao phong, vén min che tréo lén girong lin mt vong, chot dung vao mot than hinh.

Trén giwdng c6 ngudi! Co kinh ngac, nhung van kin dén bén canh ngudi n, che lai lan modi mat lanh ctia ké d6, ndi nho: “lmg nhiic nhich, dimg kéu



1én, dé toi tron mot chut, t6i khong c6 ¥ gi khac.”

Ctra nhe nhang bj déy ra.

“Khong c6 nguoi that ma...”

“Gian phong ndy hinh nhu . .. Di ra mau, ¢6 ta khong thé trén ¢ day duoc dau!”

Cura lap tire bi dong lai.

Tir Pat doi mot lat nita, xac dinh hai ngudi bon ho s& khong vao lai, mi thd phio mdt hoi nhe nhdm. C6 vdi vang budng tay, ngdi ddy.
“Thyre x4u hd, khong phai t6i ¢ y quy rdy anh. ..”” Ai vay nhi? Tiéu quan? Hay | dai gia dén choi?

“Co...”

Am thanh kia khan déc, giéng nhur dang bi cam lanh. Néu Ia dai gia t6i day choi, sao lai khong c6 ngudi chamsoc? Vay thi chic 14 tiéu quan bi dmnén
nghi ngoi & ddy, dém nay moi khong xuat hién & dai sanh. C6 cang t6 vé hdi i, thdp giong ndi:

“T6i ho Tir, chuyén d6. .. Bémnay anh cho t6i trén d& & day dugc khong?”

“_.Trén? Nhi c6 mrong dang trbn ai?”

C6 ngan ra. “Anh biét t6i 13 ai?”

“Nit tir budc vao tiéu quan quan chi ¢6 ngudi Tir gia. Nhi hoang tir va thdi tir ¢6 cam tinh v6i Dai c6 nuwong, ha lai dé 6 Ay di tim tiéu quan; Tam co
nuong mot long stng v3, néu chon tiéu quan chic ciing phai ngoai hai muroi tubi, bo di hai nguoi ndy, chi con lai Nhi c6 nrong” Hén che miéng ho khan
vai tleng,

C6 chop mit lién tuc miy céi. “Hoa ra céc anh ciing nghién ctru van dé nay nhi. .. Anh tén gi?”’

“...T6i?” Am thanh kia c6 chit kinh ngac. “Chéng & ¢ dinh. ..”

Tir Pat hoi xau ho cudi noi: “Anh dirmg lo lang, khong phéi t6i mudn chon anh. Néu anh khong mudn, t6i s& khong ép bude.” C6 ngdi trén giwong, khong
can than dung phai ban tay han du6i 16p chén, ¢d stmg sot, theo ban nang bat Iy ban tay nong bong ctia han. “Anh t6i dai phu kham chua vay?”

“ .. Van chua.”

“Con chra 4? Sao ma ma ¢ déy khong tim dai phu cho anh?” N6i xong, ¢6 cam thiy khong on, xoay ngudi xudng giuong. Theo c6 doan, tiéu quan
trrée mat nay khong phai ké ndi bat, nén khong duoc ma ma quan tim “Aiz, dé t6i di tim ngudi ndi ho moi dai phu dén day nhé.”

Hién gio tay ra nim Ry tay ¢6. “Nhj ¢6 nrong, ¢ khong phéi dang tron ngudi sao?”
“Trdn nguoi sao quan trong bang chira bénh?” C6 cudi kho.

Hén van khong budng tay. ... Khong can tim dai phu dau. . . Chiing qua miy ngiy vira qua toi qua mét moi nén cam lanh mot chit. .. Néu dé cho ngudi
khac biet, so 1a s€. .. Bénh cang thém bénh, xin Nhi c6 nmrong dirng moi dai phu.”

Bénh cang thém bénh? Tir Pat bimg tinh, it 1o vé than thiét dong tinh. Hoa ra, tiéu quan quan ciing ¢6 chuyén riéng, hon nita nam tir trén girong bénh
nay da trai qua kinh nghiém xwong mau, mdi co thé ngay ca sinh bénh cling s¢ ¢ ngurdi ha doc duge.

C6 thés dai, phan van mdt ltc lu, diu dang n6i: “Purgc, t0i khong moi nita, anh budng tay ra di, t6i di rt cho anh chén nue. Liic b bénh phai udng nhidu
nude mbi ¢o loi cho thin thé.”

Ngudi kia hinh nhur ciing do dur trong chdc Iat, ban tay nong bong moi ir tir tha tay ¢6 ra. C6 bude dén bén ban, 1ot nude ra chén, nhép mot ngum nho.
La nude, khong phai tra, hon nita nurde ny van con am

C6 kh thé phio, ngdi tr6 lai bén girdng, lai dung tay hin, y bao hén bung nuée ubng.

“Cong tir, nhur vay di, anh cho i trdn nhd mdt dém, t6i chiim soc anh mot dém, thé nao?”

Bén kia khong c6 dong tinh.

C0 voi vang giai thich: “Toi s& khong dé ma ma hiéu lim dau. Troi séng han o, 101 s& 4m thim di, khong cho ai biét anh da & clng toi sudt mot dém. ..
Pén lac d6, néu anh van chura bét 6m, anh néi triéu chirng cho 61 biet, t6i s€ tur minh dén hiéu thude bao dai phu bdc thudc, r6i nhd nguoi dua dén tan

tay anh. Tuy rang anh voi t0i chura hé gip nhau, Tir Pat ciing khong phai nhén tai kiét xuit, nhung Tir gia ngay tai d6, sao lai khong gitp duoc, toi ciing
s€ khong hai anh, anh ¢6 thé tin t6i ma.”



“... Nhi c6 mrong ha ¢6 gi phai tyr m minh cyre kho nhur vay?”

Hiin khong tré 1i théing, ¢0 ciing coi nhur hiin d ngim dong y. C6 Ty cai chén tir gitra khong trung dé lai trén ban, lai tré vé bén giuong, s trén han,
phat hién hin mudn né tranh, c6 lp tirc thu tay lai.

C6 nghe ngodi cira lai ¢6 tiéng ngudi di, Iong khé run 1én, tha rém che giwong xudng, nhay mdt bude vao trong girong ngdi.

“Cong tir chd hoang so, 61 chi la s¢' dot nhién c6 nguoi tién vao, v6i lai, nguroi anh ndng sbt, rém che girdng nén budng xudng thi tot hon. Toi s& khong
lam gi xang bay véi anh hét.” Dt 101, c6 bat cuoi. Co ndi ctr nhu minh 13 mdt tén hai hoa tac ddm dang vay a.

“Nhi c6 nuwong da dén tiéu quan quan, chinh Ia dén chon nguoi, sao lai coi bon ho nhu rén rét vay?”

“Aiz, t6i chi mubn chon ké thich minh, m minh ciing thich nguoi d6.” C6 kh& mim cudi, trong 1ong tur biét dém nay khong thé c6 ngudi ndo thich duoc,
ma ¢6 1§, sau ndy cling khong cé dau.

C6 lai cham den tay hin, tho' dai nfio nudt: “Cong tir xin yén tim, toi chéc chéin s& khong dung dén anh. . . T6i dén tiéu quan quén tim ban, chang qua
ciing chi 3 mudn trai nghiém mot chit cam tinh ma doi ngudi nén c6 ma thoi, khong c6 timdia ac doc 16 bao gi. Anh c6 thé nim xubng, t6i tuyét dbi
khong 1am gi anh.” Long ¢6 hoi chua chat, nhung vin cudi, bo tay hin vio trong 16p chin bong,

C6 cam gidc dugce hin chim rdi ndm xudng, tién tay giip hdn ddp chén, dang mudn riit tay lai, chot nghe hén 6n nhu n6i:

“Nhi c6 nurong xin dirng hiéu lim. .. Chi 13 t6i. .. chua bao gio chung giurong chung chéin voi ¢b gai nao ca.” Am thanh kia c6 chit khong duoc tur nhién.

Tir Pat khyng lai mot chit, miéng & mot tiéng, dap: “Néu cong tir khong c6 himg thi véi phu nir, vy thi chua timg chung girdng chung chin véi ¢o gai
nao ciing khong phai 1a la.”

“.... Toi khong thich nam tir.”

Tir Pat lai khyng mot chit, lai a mot tiéng, Ban tay dan 6ng nong bong ndm trong ban tay €0, ¢0 bng chan chd, ma xui quy khién van chura budng tay.
Néu khong thich ¢6, chéic héin da n6i ngoa ring minh rit rit thich nam tir, nhung gios hén lai giai thich. . . B c6 ham y khéc sao?

Ngudi ndy ndi chuyén nha nhiin c6 &, khong gidng nhur phén I6n ngudi Tay Huyén, khong hé sic bén, im ¢ cam thiy rit tot.

Liic vira moi nghe Vi tiéu quan ndy tyr gioi thiéu, anh ta déu so sanh t6i so sanh lui. Tuy ring ngudi Ty Huyén noi chuyén cé dic biét doi chit, nhung, vi
thudng xuyén bi ngudi khic so sanh, nén Tur Pat kha nhay cam

Lic nghe tén nam ki ndyy gidi thigu, ¢6 vé nhur y biét rét rd, tuy ndi nhirng nit nhén Tay Huyén luon c6 nhing déc diém gidng nhau ndy, nhung nghe nhiing
161 so sanh nhu the, trong long nang cling c6 chiit kho chiu

Cb c6 nén budng tay hay khong nhi? Han ciing khong gifly ma. ... Mt ¢6 hoi hoi nong Ién, lai nghe thiy héin noi:

“Nhi ¢6 nuong, diéu kién chon ngudi ciia ¢6 1 gi? Ngay khac néu thdy dugc ngudi thich hop, t6i s& am trung gian két ndi cho ¢6, dé dén on ¢6 cham
s6c homnay.”

“_..” Hoa ra hén ching c6 ¥ dinh gi vdi ¢6 nha, 1 c6 nghi nhiéu.

C6 cham i tha tay ra, miéng hoi mim cudi. Mot lat sau, ¢6 chot nhé ¢ ddy tdi den nhu mre, cho dit cuoi hay khong ciing khong thiy duoc, nhung o
van theo théi quen ma cudi nhur vay.

Cb rii mét Xuéng, Néu nhén sinh c6 thé dén mot [an nira thi t5t rdi, néu vay, trude khi cd dAu thai, nhét dinh phai khin cdu ong troi ban cho ¢6 cude doi
thong thé ung dung nhat.

Néu cude doi nhur vay khong thé co duge, it nhit cling ban cho ¢6 tinh phong khoang, khong dem bat ky ké ndo dit trong long.

Chi can mdt chitt vo tinh ctia Tir Hoi ciing tt, khong cin dé v cai nhin ngudi khac, chi can minh séng tt, vay 1 du.

“...Nhi c6 nuong?”

Héin con dang bénh nita, bénh nhan hinh nhur déu rt ¢ don? C6 nhd 13, trude kia khi minh sinh bénh, khong dén mirc khong dam moi dai phu nhur hén,
1 con gai Tir gia, ai dam phét 167 Chi la, khi d6 ¢6 tubi nh, nam & trén giwong Ié loi dén mudn chét, ngay nao cling nam nhin cira, lic nao cling ngong
trong phu than xuat hién dén nhin c6 mot cai.

[t nhét, trude e nam tudi, néu c6 khong khoe, phu thin s& dén thim c vai lan, ndo biét nhitng In nhiém bénh sau nim tubi luon udn chi mot minh mot
nguoi. ..

Trong tro troi nhfmg ngay bi dm (ﬁ(’), ¢6 hoan toan tu dé tAm dén minh, thim chi, Vcc‘)n ¢ khi khiing hoang dén hoi budn cu(‘n',, sQ minh bénh dén chét cling
khong c6 nguoi dé v, cho nén, bat dau tir d6 ¢d udn cham séc chinh minh that tot, khdng mudn cam giac nhur vy s€ xay dén Ian nita.



Suy bung ta ra bung ngudi, vay nén ¢6 hiéu. C6 diu dang ndi:

“Diéu kién ciia 10i cling rét don gian. Tudi ding nho qua, dién mao khong quan trong, gia thé khong quan trong, chi can hén hiéu duoc d6i twong 1 Tir
gia Tir Pat 1a t6t 161 Tam dimg mOt chée, ¢6 lai cudi: “Buong nhién, cling khong can han chung song ca doi, chi khoang nam, sdu nam ka du. Trong
ndm sau ndmdé chi cin hdn toan tim toan ym d6i dai voi t6i, sau, néu t6i bat hanh mét di, hin ciing khong phai chdr dén khi méin tang t6i, cir di tim
ngudi khac ngay ciing duoc. Likc t61 con song, t0i cling s€ toan timtoan y d6i xr v6i hin, khu, binh thurong t6i thich an hai san, chuyén nay thi hén khong

thé quan, nhung nhig chuyén khac néu héin mudn nghiém quén t6i ciing theo hén ca, khong ddi gat cong tir, thit ra ngay bai to tinh toi ciing da chudn bi
caroL.”

“Bai to tinh?”

“Diing viy.” C6 cudi dén thure vui vé, nhé t6i thoi gian luyén tap ndy lai hét strc khodi tra, boi vi ¢b that sy nghi 6 thé tim dugc mot ngudi tt dé m
ban.

Nam nir Tay Huyén t6 tinh, hon phan nira B tir nam nhin, t0 ¥ yéu embéo vé emca doi. C6 yéu cau nhiéu nén duong nhién phai chi dong, ¢ nguyén
ic minh con song s& che chd yéu quy duy nhat nguoi do, chi cau nguoi do that tm thanh y d6i dai co.

C6 tho sau, curdi noi: “Con cong tir thi sao? Cong tir von khong thich nam séc, phai “cong tac” & chdn ndy qua 12 tra tan 4, anh d c6 du tién chua?”
«. .U Han dap cho qua.

“Vay thi t6t, roi khoi noi ndy som di. Néu c6 ngiy anh chiu dung khong ndi, ciing c6 thé dén Tir Pat t6i....” C6 bdng chde khong biét nén ndi thém gi
nita, danh phai héi lai: “Cong tir thich ¢ gai nhur thé ndo?”

Trong bong t5i, nam tir dang nidm 15 rang ngan ra, ¢ chd mdt lat, dén khi tdng hin ngd rdi, hin méi chdm rii noi:

“T6i van chura nghf t6i. ..

“Chura nghf t6i sao. Anh 1 ngwoi Tay Huyén ha? Khéu Am clia cong tir giéng ngudi Tay Huyén, nhung van c6 chit khéc bigt...”
“_. Téi la nguoi ngoai qudc dén Tay Huyén da lau. ..”

“Thira la thé, héa ra nam tir ngoai qudc ciiing c6 ngudi nhi nhin lich sy nhur ¢ong tir. .. Ding lai mot chit, c6 nhd t6i Ly Dung Tri ciing hét nhu héin
vay. “Cong tir dén tir Pai Nguy?”

s
13 Ir”

“Ngan ddamxa x0i nha, nam tir & Pai Nguy qua nhién thip nhuén nhur ngoc, anh thyre gidng nhr Vurong gia hoang thit Pai Nguy ctia cac anh, B mdt nam
tir sing ngodi am ap nhu &nh trang vay.”

Hin chin cho mdt chit, hoi lai: “Nhur anh tring?”

“Anh it troi im nguoi rat bong, nhung cong tir ¢o timg nghe anh tréng cling c6 thé chiéu chét ngudi?” C6 bét cudi. “Chi 1 so sanh ma thoi, cong tir
dung cho 1a that. N6i nhu véy, sau nay cong tir nuon vé nude chon con gai Bai Nguy?”

“..CoRklavay”

“Khong biét cac co gii Dai Nguy nhin nhur thé nao?”

... Nhin nhu thé ndo 4?” Cudi cting hén ciing hoi kh& cudi. “Toi rdi nha lic chi méi my tudi, chura kip tur xuin da phéi dén Tay Huyén, im sao nhé rd
céc 6 ngay thurong nhur theé nao? Toi chi nhd, céc cung. . . ty nit hau ha t6i tir nhd dang vé mém yéu nhu nhurge, voc ngudi khdng cao, than cé mii
hurong ma thoi.”

Nghe thye mé ngudi nha. Chim nh6 nép vao ngudi, chinh a so thich ctia nam nhén, méy lin On Vu Y vira nghe dén con gai Pai Nguy, ca mit sang ruc
Ién, han con than thd bao con gai Tay Huyén cao qua, bao nguoi cd dai long khong qua.

Xét vé chiéu cao, ¢0 tAt nhién khong thé hon On Vu Y, nhung héin chi trurong con gai thi dinh dau tt nhét chi téi ngwre hén, nhu vy mdi lAn 6m, cdm
moi khong thay kho chiu.

Lic d6 hin chi dang tudng tuong, ciing thiy mai dau nho nho kia thue xinh dep hét chd ché.
“Nghe néi nam nit Pai Nguy déu rat dep.” C6 tudng tuong.
“Nhi c6 mrong néu khong ngai xuit ngoai, c6 & s& c6 co hoi gip duroc.” Hin n6i bang quo.

Anh chang nay n6i khong sai, nhung néu khuyén co roi khoi kinh thanh, c6 khac chi phai song mot cude doi moi, ¢6 cudi: “Ca khong thé ra khoi nude,
t61 luyén tiec noi nay. Huong chi, néu di thyre thi c6 thé gap duoc gi khong? Co thé trd vé hay khdng cling 1a van dé...”



Sinh ra, 16n Ién, va chét ¢ ddy, d6 1 mong mudn ciia ¢6. Vién D6 dai su n6i diing, ¢6 chinh I kiéu nhur vay, hoan toan khong ¢ ham muén hay trong
cho ban thin trong tirong lai s& oanh liét rang 15.

C6 nghe thiy héin ho khan vai tiéng, hoan hdn, n6i nho: “Dé t6i rét chén nurée khéc cho anh.”
“Khong can dau.” Han giit chit tay c6. “Khong am phién Nhi c6 mrong, t6i khong khat.”

“Vay chic anh ciing mét i, hay nhim mit lai nga di?”” C6 moi ndi dén d6, chot nghe am thanh ctra bi day ra, ¢6 stmg st, lai nghe ¢6 tiéng ngudi noi:
“Trong nay khong cé nguoi...”

C06 hoang s, nghe ra ké d6 dung Ia mot tiéu quan, vira kip chop mit, cta lai bi mo ra, mot h16ng sang chiéu dén guong.

C0 bj hix chét rdi, nhirmg ngwoi ny mudn dt dén tim ¢d ha? Hang hai qué d6 nha! C6 chinh | Tir Dat d6, ¢6 1 vén ciu ciing khong thé dé bon ho nhay
Ién. Rém che giurong Ia to mdng, néu anh nén chiéu vao, bong ¢d tat s€ 16 ra. Cho du khong tim dugc ai lamban, c6 cling khong muon d€ nguoi khac coi
minh i van cau.

C6 ndm xudng that nhanh, diing 4m thanh chi c6 hén nghe thay noi: “Xin 16i, cho ti trdn nhd mot chit.”” Co vén chin 1én chui vao, ngay ca dau ciing che
ky.

Hién lic d4u ngin ra, hd miéng mudn ndi, sau do thiy c6 trdn qua tich cuc, gianh mét hon nira cai chén ctia hin. Hin suy nghi mot lat, nim tay c6 siét nhe
dé tran an. Muon tim ban, lai tim thay noi uat (rc nhu ¢6, doi nay thure it thay. Han nghe thay ngoai cira c6 tiéng nguoi lanh King néi:

“Céc nguoi dang lam gi?”’
Ban dang doc truyén Chi La Hoang Hiu duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.
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Chuong 4

“Minh Nguyét cong tir! Trong nay den thui nhu murc, t6i trdng cac ngai di rdi chir. .. Tiéu quan tré tudi hoang hon, voi vang rdi di. “Khong phai toi ¢b
mao pham, t6i chi 1a muon. . . Khong biet Tir Nhi ticu thu ¢d mét moi, muron phong nay nghi ngoi, t6i dinh budc vao xem thir mot chit ma thoi.”

“Noi ndy khong c6 ai k Tir Nhj tiéu thur hét. Néu con dén mdt in nita, ta n6i cho ma ma biét, béo ba dudi céc ngwoi di” Cira nhe nhang déng lai, mot
bong nguroi cao gay di dén trurde ban, dat khay xuong,

“Vuong...”

Ngudi trén girong che miéng khu mot tiéng. “Dé thube d6 1 dwoc rdi, Minh Nguyét, nguroi ra ngodi trude di.”

Neudi no ngay ca mi mit ciing khong chdp, nging du nhin rém giwong dang budng .“Pugc, ngai nhé ubng thude, t6i trd vé nghi ngoi.”
Q7

Cira lai mdt An nita khép lai.

Tir Pat e ndy moi tir trong giuong bude ra. Ca mat ¢6 do bimg, x4u hd hét sirc. Vira rdi trong chin ndng him hap, tat ca déu k nhiét do co thé hén,
6 ngang qua han xudng grong, thap giong ndi: “Pa ta cong tir.”

“... Pimg khach khi”
C6 bung thude dit trén ban toi. “Cai ngudi tén Minh Nguyét d6 1 ban anh ha? Thude hén dem dén c6 thé udng duroc khong?!”
“Puoc. Hin chim soc ti toan bd.”

“Vay... Anh tir udng c6 duge khong?” C6 ngdi & mép giudng, thay hoi chénh vénh, bén xich vao trong mdt chit, tur giéu néi: “Nghi canh lin nay toi di
tim tiéu quan thye 1a ty chude lay kho.”

Hai tay hén da cAm dén chiéc bét to, co ngap ngimg mot lat, diu dang ndi: “Bat ny hoi niing, dé t6i bung gitip cho, anh cam thia udng di.”
“... Pa ta Nhi c6 nuong.”

C6 kang king bung chiéc bt, khée miéng hoi mim cudi, cim gidc héin dang timg ngum mdt 6 udng thude. Thye ky la, 6 khong hé ghét phi héu ha han.
Trong long kh& tho dai, néu hén ¢ thé chap nhan minh thi that tot.
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Hién c6 nét glong Ly Dung Tri, nhung khong c6 sur toan tinh nhur y. Y Ia chét tir hoang thét, cho di loi dung ¢, ¢6 ciing khong thé n6i g, va lai m nguoi
ai ciing c6 ndi khd. Nhung, nguoi ndy, co that su rat thich.

C6 1& hén khong chit y, nhung tir khi “giip mit” t6i nay, héin khong c6 mot cau nio chim biém ha bé ¢6, cang khong c6 déu hiéu mudn loi dung co.

Nuoi 6n hoa nhu vy, néu ¢ thé chan thanh dbi xir t6t v6i cd thi tuyét biét bao nhiéu? Thim chi, hién tai c6 chi cam théy hin da rét 0t véi co roi, doi
nay khong can gi thém, chi can c6 ngudi chung song cung ¢d 13 duge. Miéng c6 giat giat, nhung ot cudc van khong dam duong dot.

“Sao? Nhi c6 mrong c6 chuyén mubn n6i?”

“Anh. .. Me anh tréng nhu thé nao?”

Pang udng thudc, hin hoi dimg lai, dap: “Me t6i rat dep.”

Viy thi dung mao nguoi ndy chéc ciing khong té, ¢ tham tudng tuwong,

Hién lai ndi tiép: “Péng tiéc hong nhan bac ménh, ba bi ngurdi hiim hai, iéu chét bao vé t6i, sau do. .. saudo...”
“Khong muén ké thi dimg ké nita.”

Hén cudi: “Vige nay da s6 ngudi dan Bai Nguy déu biét, khong can phai gidu diém. Sau do, c6 nguoi lat ]a1 an nay, nhung ¢6 duogc gl dau? Nha 6 tién
thi ciing khong ngimg kiém quyén, tinh ménh ctia t6i luén nguy hiém, nén Iic c6 thé di, t6i lap tirc dingay. ..

“Ri Iru lac dén tiéu quan quan?”
“... Ciing ¢6 thé n6i nhur vy.”

C6 suy tur trong chdc lat, noi: “Nhitng ké giau ¢6 ludn nhur thé. Mudn binh an, trir phi mot nha hoa thudn vui vé khong miu thuan. Cong tir khong can
budn qua am chi, cir nghi, xét vé xui x¢o thi ¢ Tay Huyén con c6 Tir Pat ciing xui x€o voi anh. Tt xAu chi anh con ¢ chuyén tranh quyén doat loi, con
01, Vién Db dai s von chang ctru han g, ctr nhur vay quang mot 1oi nhur sét danh xuong dAu con bé nim tudi, chéing phai t6i oan trc hon? Hubng chi. .

It nhat me ctia anh ciing biét anh binh an séng sot, conme t6i, ngly ba mat 12 ic 61 van khong khac gi Tir anc Tir HOi, ba tudng ba dira con gai viy la
da 6n, ndo hay c6 dira lai bi sét danh dan tac nhu vay, chic dang nguyén ria Vién D6 dai su & dudi d6 a.”

... Chung ta dang so sanh mirc 49 bi tham?”
C5 nghe ngit khi tir nhién ctia héin, cuoi: “Cai nay goi 1 tim vui trong kho.”
“T6i nghe khi c6 nhic dén Hira phu nhén, 4m diéu rat c6 cam tinh.”

“Puong nhién thoi. Trude e t6i ndm tudi me t61 d3 qua doi, con khong biét ¢o thir nit nhur thé ndo, nhung lic con séng ba thuong yéu t6i im, con 6
Tan Dai...”

Hién nhin v& phia c6, chd cau tiép.

Cé mo ho 161 “Dur sao trén doi ny, rat nhiéu chuyén la vy do, 56 t6t, mudn cai gi dugc cai do; van xui nhur t6i, mubn tim nguoi minh thich ciing kho. .
Ding rdi, lai n6i, budi ti ic t6i dén tiéu quan quan con thdy mdt nguoi. ..

Hén nhiu may. “Ngudi nao?”

C6 khong phét hién ra hdn canh gide, cuoi khd: “Ngudi nay, ménh cting xui xé0 y hét t61 Qua nhién cha t6i ndi ding, cho di t0i cudi ngra bén cung con
hon Tir Truc, vin chuong con hon Tir Hbi thi thé nao chir? Nguoi xuat sdc thue sur, ludn quyét dinh that nhanh, ndm gitr co hdi ngay lp tirc. Cong t,
trong triéu dinh mot dém xudng chd 1 chuyén thudng, co thé sanh véi chuyén céc nha gidu ding tién kiém quyén. Nira nim trude O dai nhén bi bo ti,
mdt nha ba muroi khiu toan bd sung quan bién cwrong, mot ngudi con & lai kinh thanh hat rong khét thure. Ca doi khong thé tré lai im binh dan. Chuyén
nay anh d nghe qua chura?”

“O?” Hin nghii nghi, n6i: “O Pdng Sinh?”

“Ping i, chic anh da nghe. O Pai cong tir ndi danh khép kinh do, tién d6 rre r& nhur vay lai bi hity hoai chi trong chdc 1at, c6 miy 1an t6i di ngang miéu
khét c4i, luon thiy anh ta. . . ludn thay anh ta, von an xin lai khong di an xin, bat lic ndo ciing trdng khong, Quy toc phat chao tir thién, ciing khong thiy
anh ta t6i nhan; c6 ngudi quing chiéc banh bao ban vao bat anh ta, tén khét cai khac lai t6i cudp mat. Toi luon ludn nghi: minh ¢6 nén bude t6i hay
khong? Téi va anh ta da timg gip mit, lic d6 anh ta cao cao tai throng, néu gior o tién 1én bd thi, néu anh ta quiing com lai vao mit t6i, chic t6i ciing
khong biét phai lam gi moi t0t, ctr do dy nhur vy, anh ta. .. anh ta da vao tiéu quan quan.” C6 cti mt, thé dai: “Hoa ra, 1a vi i do du, bo I mat cor hoi
ctru anh ta r61.”

Hén trAm miic mot 1t dap: “Nhi ¢ nuong, néuhom nay t6i Ia cd, chic ca doi anh ta vAn & day.”

C6 ngn ra.



“Néu ¢6 khong dé tam t6i hén, chéic chén s& khong quan sat cén than dén vay. Toi nghi, néu i Tir Dai c6 nurong, chic 13 tir d4u dén cubi chura bao gis
chi y dén mot khat cai; néu la Tir Tam c6 nuong, thi chac 1a chuyén ngurdi nao ngurdi do lo, con dé tam lam gi? Nhi ¢6 nwrong da ¢6 tinh toan gi trong
long chua?”

“... C6 thi da cd, chi sg anh ta khong chiu.”

“C6 khong thir thi im sao biét duoc?”

C0 lai ngn ngo. Diing vy, khong thir thi im sao biét O Dong Sinh nhin hay khong nhén y tot ctia c6? C6 von so bi tir chdi, cho nén tir rt som trude
kia da biet cach nhin mit doan long d€ quyet dinh budc tiép theo ctia minh. .. C6 dung vao dong tam ket (day tet ting ngudi yéu) deo bén hong,

Khong thir. .. Lim sao biét hin co thay dbi tim y ma thich c6 khong?

Cho di1 bi tir chéi... C6 ciing khong phai 14 trdn trong gdc phong quet murde mit, ma ¢ thém mdt n nita ciing khong bi mét miéng thit ndo.

Trong con xtic dong, ¢6 chot budng chén thube, Ky ra ddy tét trong ti bén hong, niit day miy dan dat én tay han.

“Déy la dong tam két, cong tir tir Pai Nguy dén, chéc I hiéu dugc. .. anh c6 dong y hay khong. . . T6i hat bai to tinh cho anh nghe nhé?”

Cap mit den lay ctia han nhin chédm cham vao co.

C6 voi va curdi noi: “Anh khong can lo Eing, khong can gap gap. Toi tuy khong ¢6 tai, nhung, tuyt d6i khong xir t& v6i anh, anh c6 thé vé& Pai Nguy. ..

sau ndm, sau ndmdi, t6i x¢ bang Hoa Phuong roi, 1am Am phit twéng quan thi chac chén tudi tho khong qua hai muoi lim, nhung trude d6, anh véi toi. .
tAt nhién s& bdi dip tinh yéu trai gi, lic toi dl 10i, anh ban c4i nha mang tén t6i di, cAm bac méc 40 gAm tré vé nha & Pai Nguy, vdy. .. ciing hay.” Tim ¢b
ngimg dap, nhur mot ¢6 nhoc hdi hop dén ndi ca ngudi run nhe nhe.

Hon nita thiy hin cting khong nhiic nhich, khong coi ddng tam két nhur ci khoai lang phong tay quang trd lai mt ¢6, trong long ¢6 mimg nhu dién. C6
co hdi, co co hdi! Ong troi khdng t€ vdi co, khong t€ voi co.

“.... Téi... chi ¢ thé 6 mdt vo...”

“Cong tir dimg lo Fing, Toi khong phai la vo anh, chi rru6n anh séng cing toi thoi. .. Khong can con cai gi hét. Toi tuyét (,iéi khong bac dai anh.” Lat sau,
¢6 lai 6n nhu noi: “Ngay ndo 61 con song, tuyét khong dé nhitng nguoi khac lan anh hai anh, me anh vi bao vé anh ma mat, ticp theo ti s€ bao vé, che
chd dén khi t61 chét mai thoi, anh khdng can lo lang chi ca, chi la. .. chi 1a anh coi c6 the rang thich t6i, dugc khong?”’

Bén kia van rat yén tinh, ¢ gio van con run nhé nhe, rat so dong tim két dat trong long ban tay héin s& bi virt mat.

Bd vai em ddy manh m& hon ngudi, vong tay em day rong 4m hon ngudi, ngudi co nguyén long dua vao emkhong. . .C6 yén king nhé k, thd sau, so i
hat ra lai khong hay nhu vay.

Khiic t6 tinh ctia Tay Huyén khi dwoc hét én, it ngudi co thé tir chi. C6 khong tin s6 minh hén dén nhur thé, nhung, vAn mudn danh cude mdt keo.

“T6i. .. hon anh, dugce chir?” Co it day ndi, giong rét binh than, nhung mi néit run rdy nhu canh buém vd gép, bi suy nghi hin ¢6 thé tir chbi bét cir i
ndo hi chét.

Hén van khong lén tiéng,

C6 hoi giat thot, cham rai cti ngudi vé trurde, khong can than hon 1én chop miii nhin muot ciia hin, c6 ngwong ngiing cudi cudi, thip xudng mot chit,
cham dén canh mbi mém mai.

C6 biét hén con sdt, cho nén kn mdi cyre nong, chir khong phal tur tam héin c6 nhiét tinh, nhung da dii khién tim c6 né hoa. Hén khong chi dong dép lai,
nhung ciing khong 1 lai, vAy da 1 vo ciing tot, vo cling tdt. .

C6 khong d4m im by lic hén dang bénh, d6 mit ndi nho: “Toi hét khiic t6 tinh cho anh nghe, nhé? Sang mai toi chudc anh ra trude, rdi anh ¢6 thé tim
cho 6. O chung véi toi, chic chan co ngudi ché giéu anh, dén e 6 anh dimg de y...”

Miéng hén gidt giat, con chura kip néi, rém giudng dot nhién bi hit 1én, sat khi xuat hién.

Tir Pat vo thirc ludt qua hin, iy thin bao vé hin, ¢ tay bi chin lai, am i dau. Ngudi t6i mang chiy thi!

C0 khong hoc vd cong, bdi vi céi loai ndy thi phéi ton vai thip nién mi dai thanh cong phu thn ky, phai khd luyén mbi ngy. C6 khong c6 thoi gian kho
luyén, 6 va hoang tir cac quoc gia hoc déu Ia danh giét. Phat hién d6i phuong hinh nhur st dung vo cong, tham kéu tiéu rdi, néu khdng chén dugc nguoi

ndy, ¢6 c6 thé thanh hdn ma dudi dao mit.

Hai tay ¢6 déu bi chiin, nghe ngudi phia sau kéu khé: “Dimg danh! Nguoi minh!”



Khong biét hin n6i dimg danh, la chi ai danh ai? Nhung cau sau cia hén thi ¢6 hiéu, chuy thii ctia d6i phuong sung lai trude ¢b ¢6, c6 khong thé dong
day, nhurng ciing khong ¢6 dau hiéu tranh ra.

“Hén [ bang hitu cta cong ti?” C6 hoi.
“La bang hitu cia toi. Minh Nguyét, ¢6 4y i Nhi tiéu thu Tir gia Ty Huyén, nguoi khong duoc im bi thuong ¢ 4y.”
“Tu Dat? Co ta & trén giurdng clia vuong, .. clia ngai lam cai gi?”

Tur Bat nghe duoc hai Jan chit “Hoang” [1], doan hén ho Hoang, Ngudi nay tén la Minh Nguyét, xemra cting I nguoi cua tiéu quan quén, lic vira roi
bung thuoc vao, vy 1a da nghi ngd trén giwong c6 nguodi, im king di ra ngoai, r6i ling 1€ trd lai, lai cd vO nghé rat tot. ..

C5 tiéc nubi qué di. Thé cuc trudc nit, mét thim tham tir ctia cac qubc gia an nip khilp noi, tiéu quan quan c6 tham tir mrde khéc ciing 1 chuyén c6
thé. Nhung ma. ..

“Anh...” C6 quay dAu nhin hdn, kh hoi: “Anh 14 tham tir ha?”
“..Khong”

“Con anh ta?”

“Anh ta. .. La nguoi trong phi t6i.”

C6 tin 101 hén vay. Lai cuoi: “Ddng tam két kia dau rdi?”
“..Van ¢ day.”

C6 nghe vay, mimg lén chin ting miy. C6 xudng gitrong, niit may hon hé bao ngudi tén Minh Nguyét kia: “Tir nay vé sau anh ¢6 thé yén tim t6i s& bao
vé chi tir ctia anh.” Nguoi ndy qua 1 trung can nghia dam nha, vi bao vé tiéu chi nhan an toan ma dong y ban than cho tiéu quan quan.

C6 nhim xem bac cia minh ¢ du khong, tinh chude ca anh chang Minh Nguyét ndy ra ngoai luén. C6 cudi ndi: “Toi di im chuyén ndy chut, anh bao vé
chi tir anh nhé. Lic anh n6i chuyén ctr ho khue khiic sudt, chiic 1 rét khé chiu, dé sang mai t6i di ¢t miy thang thuc bd, bdi bd stre khoe cho anh.”
Cb cuoi dén tit mit, quay lai ngudi trén girong, chan thanh n6i: “Hoang cong tir, néu anh mét thi nghi di, khiic t6 tinh do 14t nira t6i quay lai. . . Khy, lat
nita thudc ha anh di roi toi hat, t6i s& dbi xr v6i anh rt rt tot, anh nhit dinh s& khong hbi han dau.”

N6i dirt, ¢6 phin khich ra khoi phong, Dudi chin nhu miy bay, timg bude nhu nhin nhiy, c6 hoan toan khong nghi, trong dau kho lai c6 mémhy
vong. .. Thuc hoan hao so véi tudng tuong ctia co.

Cb thiy, anh chang Hoang cong tir d6 khong phai hoan toan vo tinh, vun diip tinh cam sudt ndm sdu nim, chiic anh s&. .. chic anh 3. ..
Giap tui tiu quan vira tim ¢ ca dém, co hét strc vui sudng tuoi cudi cho biét da chon duoc nguoi

Tiéu quan kia khong gidu ndi that vong, nhung van hng héach hoi: “La ai?”

“La...” Co nghil nghii, hiin van con dang bénh, 1& miy ngudi nay dén quay thi khong n, Bp tire stra lai: “La Minh Nguyét.”

“Minh Nguyét?” Tiéu quan tron mit. Cai anh chéng tiéu quan khong ban than thanh nhi ma lanh king? Han ddng y?

C6 lai hoi duong dén chd i ba, tiéu quan ngdy ngbe dap tra. C6 cudi cam on, ndi chuyén voi ti ba mot lat, rdi t6i phong tra tim vi nam tir tré tudi cao
quy tai gioi kia.

“O Pai cong tir!”

O Pdng Sinh dang ndu nude tra, tay toan vét seo do phong nude séi. Hin nghe 6 ngudi goi ho trude kia ciia hin, theo truc gide quay lai.
“Dai cong tir! Toi i Tir Pat, ddy 1 khé wde ban minh ctia anh!” C6 vui vé Ay tir trong ti ra t& gidy mong, nhét vao tay hén.

Trong phit chc, mét hin tran day xiu hd, ngay ca ¥ mudn chét ciing co.

Tiéu quan dang bam dudi Tir Pat vira thiy thé, bung bao da cai ¢d ndy tham lam qua mirc, hét doi Minh Nguyét lai mubn ca anh chang nd & vira vao
ti€u quan quan hoc tap kia.

Tir Pat vin khong dimng lai, im t6i ludn, cudi bao hin: “Pai cong tir, dimg hiéu lim, khong phéi t6i mubn anh. .. Khong n6i gat anh, triéu dinh da yét
bang Hoa Phuong dé tim Am phi tuéng quan thyuc su. Tir Pat d4 xé bang, bat bude phéi tham gia r6i, nhung, mdt phin bang Hoa Phuong ¢ ndi ngoai
trir thi inh, bay nhan st mdt long pho tro. Néu chi ¢6 mdt minh t6i, chic chiin sé bi loai, nghe n6i Pai cong tir van vd danh chén kinh thanh, ¢6 thé giip
Tir Dat mot tay hay khong?”’



Sc tuyét vong trén mit chot tan mt, hin girong cp mit trong veo lap lnh ngo ngéc nhin c6.

“Tir Pat niic di1 bét tai, nhung néu c6 nguoi tai ba twong tro, co hoi thanh cong s€ tang kén rat nhidu. Chi chuyén nha Dai cong ttr hoi phire tap, phai
lamn6 bdce, xin Pai cong tir tam thoi chiu thiét vé dudi danh nghia Tir Pat, doi dén ngay sau lap cong, bé ha chac chan s& hiy bd n6 tich cho Pai cong
“..C6... Amphi tudng quan?” Am thanh kia rit thdp, con c6 vai phan khong thure. “Chi bing Tir at c6?”

“Ngudi thip kém ciing ¢6 gidc mong ctia minh, Pai cong tir nhét dinh ciing ¢6, ding khong?” Co cuc ky sang khodi ndi, toan than dao dat chd mong
cung hung phan.

“... Thaha ctia Tir Nhj tiéu thu con ¢6 nhitng nguoi ndo khac?”

“Khong c6 ai hét. Neu Dai cong tir sin sang chiu thiét, Tir Dat tt nhién chuyén gi ciing trong y cua anh.” Co Jdy tir tay 40 ra mdt tim bai bang gb nhét
vao hai tay hiin, nim chit tay hn, nhin théng hin 16t “Day 1a lénh bai qua clra ma triéu dinh ban, mot khi da x¢ bang budc vao thi, sinh tir tyr ganh vac,
Tur Pat tur nban }(hong gi6i giang gi, nhung lai ludn rat da}{ nhiét huyet. s > C6 phan van n6i tlep. “Chd nhAn bt ti, ha nhAn ludn udn vat va, c6 1& Pai
cong tr muon dau quan cho Tir Hoi hon. .. Nhung Tir Hoi tir nhd da tiép xuic vai rat nhicu ky nhan di si, gio khong biet da c6 bao nhiéu vi...”

O Pai cong tir van khong hé ring, nhin c6 khong chdp mit.

Tir Pat lai hoi do du, néi: ‘Am phi tréng quén sng khong qué hai muroi lim, nguoi dudi trudng cling déu chét ca. Miic dit ngudi ta ndi nhitng ngudi
ndy duoc mdi xudng dia phi limbinh linh tréng quén, nhung, tom lai van chét sém Néu O Pai cong tir kiéng ki, vy coi nhur Tir Pat chua bao gio néi
qua. Xin Pai cong tir can nhic k¥ ludng, néu khong 1muon, énh bai qua ctra nay clr nho nguoi dem vé chd 61 N6i xong, ¢d nghi nghi, lai tir tay 4o liy
ra mdt ti tién ddi vao tay hin, sang khoai noi mot tiéng co tir, rdi nhanh chong rdi khoi phong tra.

Pém nay cd thit sy rat hai long, chang nhimng 16t cyc da hét long VO 0 gia ma con tim dugc ke bau ban tron doi, ltic budc qua tiéu quan dang nghe Kn,
¢6 khong kim ndi curdi rang 16 v6i hin. Tiéu quan kia lic dau stmg s6t, rdi sau d6 do mit cii dau, day mét hién mot tia hdi han,

C6 vui vé dén phong bép, nhin dau bép néu mdt chén chio, rdi bung vé phong ciia Hoang cong tir. C6 van chra biét trén doi ndy céi goi k thich vo
cung nd tron méo ra sao, nhung dém nay, c6 nghi, c6 da dat duoc hanh phiic cao nhat ca doi minh.

Minh giéng y con ngoc vay, 0 thamngh], van khong kim dugc khiic khich cuoi. That tinh chén y thé ndo, ¢o da quén mét cam gide duoc ngudi ta ding
tht tinh chany ma d6i dai mét rdi. .. Tha finh méc du tt, nhung du sao ciing da vo con, hudng chi, ¢6 thiy tAu tir khong thich 6 cho Fimy, ¢o that s
khong muén lam thi finh kho xir thém nira.

Di vao ctra phong, thdy ¢6 anh sang 1 mo bén trong, c6 giat minh, von khong nghi s& nhin thiy dung mao héin sém nhur vay.

C6 cong khée miéng, nhd tdi cai h(?n dg’), lai cudi kho. C6 dinh mo cura thiét khé, gia do vo t6i di vao, 1di tranh thi liéc qua mdt cai, dung doa hoang
nguoi ta. .. Bong nghe mot cau: “Tat nén di.”

Cb chép mit méy cai. Hoi tiéc nha. ..

“Vuong gia...”

C6 khung lai.

“Cb Ay van chura biét ta 12 ai, tit nén di. Dém nay, ta giit c6 Ay ¢ lai qua dém.”

“Nhung ma. .. Bémnay Vuong gia ¢ ddy lanh nan, néu dé Nhj hoang tir biét duoc ngudi gir lai Tir Nhi tiéu thur, khi Virong gia tré v& Pai Nguy, ¢6 thé
sinh chuyén khong can thiét.”

“..Cotacod tl}é ding dugc. Bém nay ¢d ta bt ngd tranh dugc lgé hoach ctia Nhj hoang tir Tdy Huyén, ¢6 thé thiy 11 Vién D6 cing ¢6 vai phﬁp su
thyre. Khi tr vé Pai Nguy chidc chin nhiéu gian kho nguy hiém, néu ¢ ké s6 ménh binh thuan bén ngudi, cing khong phai la khong t6t doi véi bon
vuong. ..” Gigng ndi kia van khan khan vi cam lanh, nhung d ¢6 ngfr khi binh than ctia Pai Nguy Vuong gia.

..Hoéara... Hbara la... Ly Dung Tri sao. ..

Hoa ra... cudi cimg. .. chi Bt mdt gibc mong dep. C6 6 chit hong hét, bdng nhién nhé t6i nhing viéc e nho, rét nhiéu ngwdi, nhiéu chuyén, lic bt dau
¢0 Iudn tran day han hoan hy vong, nhung v€ sau, toan la cong da trang,

Khong hé ¢ ngoai I6.
Aiai cling Itra gat c0, loi dung c0.
Nhung ms, ¢6 khong nghi ngudi vira roi mudn lira gat ¢ dau. . . Hin nhin dong tim két roi mi? Van b Hoang cong tir chir?

C5 lui ra phia sau mt bude, kinh ngac nhin ctra phong, C6 mudn chiic chén, gian phong nay 1 di nhim, Hoang cong tir thire i ¢ gian khéc kia.



Anh nén tat.

“Nguoi di trude di, sang mai ta s& vao cung gip Nit hoang Tay Huyén.”

Tiéng bude chan lai gn, ¢6 van dang ngo ngin, chua thé hoan hon.

Minh Nguyét vira mo ctra, nhin théy Tir Pat cudi rang 1& dang dinh déy ctra bude vao. Tu Pat kinh ngac bat thét: “Anh. .. Minh Neuyét?”

Minh Nguyét nhiu maty rét nhe, doén xem c6 da doi ¢ ngoai bao u. C6 nhin ddy vé to mo, hinh nhur rét tiéc nudi vi chura nhin thiy duoc dung mao thye
ctia Vuong gia, chac 1a chua nghe duge doan doi thoai lic ndy.

“Chéo nong xong rdi, tdi mang vao trude.”

Hf;.n tranh qua bén, dé ¢6 vao phong. C6 néi: “Hoang cong ti, toi nghi anh chi udng thude, chic d6i bung rdi, bao dau bép ndu chéo. Chinh mét t6i nhin
rat k¥, khong c6 van dé gi dau.”

Minh Nguyét nhin c6 chim chim ca mot lic [, moi ling I§ i ra.
C6 ngdi & mép giwrong, ban tay khong dit nhe én tran hdn. “Van khé chiu imho?”
“Khé chiu thi khong ¢6 gi, chi 1 lam phién ¢ thoi.”

“Dé t6i bung bét gitip cho.” C6 diu dang bao: “Anh phéi an nhiéu mdt chit. An nhiéu, ngudi ciing nhiéu thit. Thit nhiéu, than thé 6 vé cuong trang, Bm
chuyén gi cling tién loi.”

Hén mim cudi, cAm By thia, tir tir an. “Loi ndy cta c6 hét nhu me t6i hay noi.”

“Gidng me anh thi ¢6 sa0.” C6 cudi tra o4, mot tay bung bat, tay kia s& soang lan md trén giudng,

“Dang tim c4i gi vay?” Han nhe giong hoi.

«_.. Toi khong biét, dong tam két dau rdi?”

“Van & trong tay toi.”

“Hoang cong tir quy trong nhur thé, t6i thire vui mimg.” C6 cudi, chd hin an hon nira bat, moi di dén bén ban tha bat xudng, hoi khom nguoi.
“Nhi ¢6 nuong?”

C6 de ngyc dang rat dau, thd sau, cudi ndi: “Day Ia bénh cti, vai nam nay hiém khi tAi phat, ¢6 thé do dém nay toi vui qué thoi.”” Co mim cudi ngdi tro lai
mép girong, cham chi nhin dang ngudi mo ho trong bong toi.

Hoéng cong tir ctia c0, dang vé thyre sur 1 nhur thé ndo? Mdi vira 16i ¢d con tudng trong ra trim ngan dang voc, bay i lai khong nghi dugc gi nira.

Co tho dai, lai cuoi: “Cong tir, t6i cd mdt chuyén mudn hoi.”

“Nhi c6 mrong xin ctr hoi.”

“Néu hém nay Tir True, Tir Hoi va Tir Pat déu dimg trrde it anh, anh s& chon dong tam két cta ai?”

Hén khong noi.

Tir Pat chd, dén e nghii hin khong d4p, hén m6i khé noi: “Tét nhién 1 ctia Nhi ¢6 nrong.”

C6 cudi nhot nhat, kéo tay hén. Trong niim tay hén ki dong tim két ciia c6. C6 khd khbce n6i: “Cong tir ciing lya chon i, ti vui dén khong noi nén i
Toi con nho, lie trude, ¢ Tir gia khong he thieu mbn khach. Phy thin ¢ 1€, thanh danh khong duoc nhu mau thn, sau khi mau than ta the, mon khach da
vang di khong it. Khi 6 Tir Hoi con nho da ket ban véi khong it ky nhan, ho déu cam nguyén dau quan dudi trudng em dy. Nhung dicu laimngudi ta
ngac nhién a cling c6 nguroi mudn déu quan cho 1. Cong ti, e do t6i van chura hicu dugc, trong tim cling vui mimg nhu hom nay vdy, méi dén sau nay
101 mm biet, toi da giy r:?}c roi cho Tir Hoi. Ké do b@t tai, cpi t01 nhur van cau, ngch‘)j han thye sy muon dau quén 1a T Hoi kia.” C6 chamrdi kéo nam
tay han md ra, xoa 1én dong tim két da ¢ chuit hoi am “Toi hom nay t6i qua that rat vui, da gip duge Hoang cong tr trong long minh.”

C6 mudn rit dong tim két ra, lai cam giéc tay hén hoi ctr dong, giong nhur mubn cam n6, nhung lai dimg vi dong tic cta co.

That 1Au sau, hin m&i nhe giong ndi: ... Sao lai ]fiy di?””’

C6 4p chat dong tim két vao nguc, tim co thét timg con, rt dau. C6 cuoi: “Toi nghi k¥ lai rdi, dong tam két nay that ra toi da giit hai nam, méu sic da



phai nhiéu, d¢ IAn sau t6i doi c4i moi cho anh.”
“_.. That khong? Ma. ... khong phai ¢6 mubn hat khic t6 tinh sa0?”

C6 nhéch miéng cudi: “Ngay tai tiéu quan quan ndy ma hat cho cong tir nghe, qua thire 1 im nhuc cong tr. Poi ngy mai cong tir rdi khoi tiéu quan
quan, t6i s€ 1ap tire hat cho anh nghe. Cong tir cr nghi sémdi.”

Hén im kng mot I 1y, m6i 6n nhu ndi: “C6 khong xich vao trén ngudi sao?”’

“Khodng can, t6i ngdi bén girong duoc roi...” C6 dem ghé dau dén canh girong ngdi xudng, mim cudi: “Cong tir yén tim, t6i ngdi nguyén ddy coi séc
anh, trtr phi sau ndy anh va t6i cong khai danh phén, khong thi t6i s& khong try tién n6i chuyén nay cho ai dau.”

“..Tubat...”

Cb cat 1o hin. “Nha giau luon mét moi, nhung ma s0 t6i ciing may, trong nhd it nguoi thin thiét, t6i thich 1ong bong bén ngoai bao nhiéu ciing duoc. Sau
nay cong tir 40 gam vé nha, nam quyen lam chy, e d6 chéc s& “Cao xir bat thang han” [2], cong tir ¢6 I nén tim vai nguoi tri ky, vy thi lic nao ciing
6 ngudi lo lang cho anh.”

“Nguoi tri ky?” Hén kh& cuoi, ndm xudng, dé Tir Pat can thén‘dép chén gitip. Mui huong thoang thoang troi sinh ctia cd, méy soi toc ctr quanh quan
trén mit han, han cam giac duoc tiéng hit thd déu dan, khong hé kich ddng muon bay Ién trdi nhur e trurde.

C6 ngdi tr6 lai, nhe nhang ndi: “Ng di, t6i & ddy.”

Am thanh kia, trong tai hin lai bay di xa ling Fic. Bong dung, hin gio tay cAm tay cd, rd rang cam thdy c stmg sot, nhung sau d6 lai binh tinh cuoi noi:
“Cong tir so t{)i di mat? Vay anh cir nam di.”” Ngit khi lai binh than nhur trurde. C6 kéo chian gam qua mot chitt, che di cai nam tay cua hai ngurdi bon ho,
101 léip tlrc nham nt nghi ngoi.

Hén im king nhin ¢, ciing chdm rii khép mi lai.

Anh sang chiéu vao miit c6, 161 y thirc ctia ¢6 tir trong mong ra ngodi.

Tir Pat vin dang ngii ngt nhin chiim chiim dinh giurong nira ngdy, mdi che miéng ngép rdi ngdi ddy. C6 phat hién minh dang ném trén girdng, chin dp
trén ngudi, ngd quanh xem thir, trong phong khdng nguoi, ctra cling dong chat.

Lic gan rang sang, c¢6 ¢d tinh dwa vao mép giwong ngi. Ngii mdt mach, lic tinh diy da khong thiy nguoi trén girong, ciing tién cho héin kh& khang roi
di, tranh cho hai nguoi kho xu.

Pai Nguy Vuong gia, néu ¢ khong dén, hin ciing khong can cb.

C6 vuron minh, cam thy tam trang rat t6t. O, trdi dat ménh mdng, dau ong dén mirc ndo van phai sng tiép. C6 vudt ngue, dén gio van con ami dau,
nhung chac rat nhanh s€ khong sao nita.

C6 mo Iong ban tay ra, dong tim két c6 nim chit van ¢ nguyén d6. C6 nhin chim chim mdt lic 1w, von dinh thao chiéc két nay ra, tir nay vé sau khong
40 vong gi nita, nhung ding [a van con luyén tiec, lai bd nd vao tii bén hong,

C6 ding tay vudt lai mai toc dai, b so Ién, budc ra khoi cira phong, Sang som, ca Téy Tam Jau van con finh Eing, bon tiéu quan déu dang ngu say.
C6 di mdt duong khong gip gi trd ngai, thing dén cira, budc xudng hai muroi tur bac cau thang, thiy ti ba, cudi ndi: “Dém qua kim phién ma ma roi.”
“Nhi tiéu thur diing 1 1am cho chd nay ciia ching ti gi bay cho stia, suyt nita chéng lim an gi dugc.” T ba ¢6 chut o4n gian.

C6 cudi dap: “Thiét 1 xiu hd qua. Ping rdi, O Pai cong tir dau?”

Ta ba nghn ra. “T6i hdm qua anh ta da di roi. Nhi tiéu thr, ¢6 khong dinh hoi mua Minh Niguyét ha? Hin 1 tiéu quan sb mot sb hai ctia ching t6i d6, gia
ca ciling chang thé so sanh véi bon no tai vira vao cira dau.”

Tir Pat bét cudi. “Ba khong néi toi ciing quén mit, ngy mai toi s& dén mua.” Tty Tam lAu ndy qua thuc | ngoa h tang long, tham tir cac qubc gia
khong it, cho dii ngay nao d6 ma ma ndy nhdy t6i n6i ba [a tham tir cia Nam Lam, ¢6 ciing c6 thé mét khong doi sac cudi noi: Toi biet tir 1au roi kia.

Cing nén camon Ly Dung Tri, dap c6 tir trong mOng ra do, néu khong, 15 nhur chon mot tiéu quan dem vé nha thét, chic cd phai di xin 16i Tay Huyén
mat.

C dang dinh roi di, lai nghe thiy ti ba lim banx “Hom nay khong biét co chuyén gi vay? Trén dudng quén binh nhiéu ghé. ..
Tir Pat nghe vdy, chin van khong ngimg budc, ra khoi Tay Tam lau, dang mubn di bo vé nha, bdng nhién thdy dau dudng c6 ngudi giue ngwa toi gin.

“Tir Dat!”



Ctra s6 lau hai ctia Tty TAm Lau hé ra, c6 ngudi ngdi canh ctra s6 lo déng nhin xudng dud6i.

Tir Pat ir mit tiéng, nhén ra ky sila thude ha cua thi finh, thudc Bic quan.

Ngudi no voi vang xubng ngura, chay voi t6i trrde it ¢o ndi gip gap: “Sao ¢d lai & chd nay? C6 biét Nhi hoang tir dang tim ¢ khong?”’
“Tim t6i? C6 chuyén gi quan trong sao?” Néu da tim ¢d, chéc chén s& lién quan dén chuyén céc cht tir. La vi chét tir ndo da xay ra chuyén?

“Tén thu finh t5i hém qua dinh muru thich Tam hoang tir, ngudi cudi cting hén gip chinh 1 ¢, Pinh try [3] nghi ngd c6 1 dong 16a, dang mubn xin Nhj
hoang tir ha Inh bat!”

Cb sirng ngudi, voi vang hoi: “Thi finh Bm sao ¢6 thé di muru thich Tam hoang tir duoc? Trong chuyén nay nhét dinh c6 ngudi gid hoa!” Bumg voi dimg
Vi, 6 bung bao da, tdi tay troi cling phai xtr theo mot trinh ty nhat dinh, du Pinh uy da dinh t9i, cling phal trinh bao 1§n cap trén, van con thoi gian. Tam
hoang tr? Thai tir xura nay khong hop, thu finh mic du ¢6 khuynh hiréng nghiéng vé thai tir, nhung tuyét doi khong the c6 kha néng lam chuyén dai
nghich bat dao nay.

D6t nhién, ¢6 nhé toi dang vé mudn ndi lai théi ctia thit inh ngay hom qua. Néu lic Ay ¢6 can than hoi lai mdt cau thi tot roi, néu lic dy. ..

“Tan tha finh da nhén ti ngdi tu. Théi tir vao trong nguc, lai bi in lam trong thurong, nghe n6i canh tay kho the giit duo. . . Hoang Thurong tirc gin ha
chi, d¢ Nhi hoang tir tra 13!”

Day tim Tir Pat thich mdt tiéng, Fip bap hoi: “Vay Tam hoang tir dau? Song hay chét?”

“Hién van con & trong phit hoang tir chura biét chét sdng, nay Bac quan tam thoi do Nhj hoang tir diéu khién. Tir Dat, rdt cude hém qua Tan thi finh ndi
Vi c6 chuyén gi?”

Nhi hoang tir chura 16 séng chét, thai tir bi trong thirong, thi finh lai nhan toi! Hoe‘u}g that Tay Huyén nim quyén ]up cuc cao, loai chuyén virong tir pham
phép chiu t0i nhur thir dan 1 khong bao gio xay ra, thu inh s khong con dudng song! Tir Pat trong long hoang hot dén cue do, gio con ai clru duoc thi
linh. .. C6 bong dung hoan hon, kéu 1én: “Cho t6i murgn ngya!”

C6 nhay Ién, thiic hong ngura, phong thing ra phd.

“Tir Pat!” Binh sino hét mot tiéng, lam hoang hdn méy gian Téy Tam lau dé ngd cira sb.

M6t gian trong d6, Minh Nguyét dang dimg canh cira s6. Hin vira khd hé ra mot chit, kip ic thiy bong Tir Pat xa mét hut.

Hén lai nhin v& huréng ctra s6 mdt gian 10 Bic Puong vuong gia dang ngdi cling miy ¢b gii, Bic Puong Vuong gia ciing dang nhin theo Tir Pat. On Vu
Y kia dam chim trong 6n nhu hwong suot mdt démma ching thay chiit mét moi nao.

Minh Nguyét hir nhe mot tiéng, cuc ky xem thuong tit phong dang ciia hin & Tay Huyén, dinh ninh héin con lAu moi bang Pai Nguy virong gia ctia bon
ho.

Chat tir Dai Nguy O Tay Huyén tr& thanh thai tir, mu6n thuan loi trd vé Pai Nguy, Tay Huyén phai dan xép cho di. Tuy nhién bét luan hai bén c6 thoa
thuéin ngim gi, Bac Puong Nam Lam déu khong hai long. Bon ho da tra ra con ho dif nira thing trude la do Bac Buong Vuong gia chi thi tha ra, nhung
ciing chi c6 thé im lang,

Chét tir & d4t khach qué nguoi, von phai n}lu(‘)ng nhin moi chuyén i loi ich toan cyc. May mg, bon ho durgc chu thuong dé tamdén, sép stra trd vé Pai
Neguy, khong bao gio nita phai chiu cai kho tha hurong nita.

[1]: Chit “Virong” (£ — wang) va chir “Hoang” (& — huang) phat 4m kha giéng nhau.

[2]: Cao xit bét thing han — &5 407t 22: Noi cao uén phéi chiu gi6 lanh, ¥ n6i nguoi dia vi cao, tai gioi. . . thudng co don.
[2]: Pinh Gy — EE R : chitc quan coi Hinh ngyc.
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Chuong 5

Troi con tinh mo, trén duong dan ching vin dang thura thét, vira thiy Tir Pat thic ngwa dudi qua, tit cé déu gidt minh trénh . Quan binh cAm vé ctia
hoang that muon tranh kinh dong dén dan chiing, chi rai quan lac dac trong thanh, wira thay 1a cd, thay déu an binh bat dong,
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“Nhj hoang tir ¢6 lénh, khong duoc chan tiéu thur lai.”
Tir Pat giue ngya thing dén nha minh. VO ngwa chua ngimg, ¢6 da tir lung ngura nhay xudng, trao ddy cuong cho ty nit vira ra cira nghénh don.

Tir Pat v0i v chay vao nha, théing t6i khué phong, iy phugng hoang bao quy gié ct trong tii ra. C6 dang dinh chay gip ra ngoai, chot théy trrdmg dao
tlry than trong phong, chi chan chd trong choc Iat, 1ap tirc cat mat di, vot ra ngoai nhdy lén ngua di tiep.

“Doi chit, ticu thur, ngoi con chura bude thét lung ™ T nir voi vang nhat kén soi day roi trén dét, nhung Tir Dat da mét hit. CO ty nir biét ¢ chuyén
khac thuong, hap tap budc ra cong, nham hudng phui chat ti Pai Nguy di thang toi.

Tir Bat khoac phirong hoang bao ngay It ngdi trén g ngua, ching thém dém Xia 40 ¢6 bi ban hay khong. Vira dén cira nguc, c¢6 lp tirc nhay xudng
ngua ho to: “Tay Huyén Tir Pat, phung ménh Ttr Thai Su dén gidi t pham Tan Pai Vinh.”

May tén linh gitt nguc simg s&, nhin thit k§ ¢ gai mic phuong hoang bao dugc ngw ban trrdc mit.

Téc dai xda tung khong bii, toc méi binh thurong ré ngdi nay lai hiu nhur che khuat cgp mit den iy, nhung dudi téc B dnh séc bén kinh ngudi. Phuong
hoang bao ngy ban mc trén ngudi trdmke déu cao quy tao nhd, nhung 4o choang mot thude nguoi nay dang miic, that lung con chura bude, khong cao
quy ciing cha phong nha ndi, qua thire 13 boi xau cai 4o choang. . . vay ma lai khién quan nguc bat giac im thin thit. . .

Khée miéng quan ngyc khé giat giat, gi nhin mot lic iu m6i nhan ra nguoi dén 1 ai

“Tir Nhi tiéu thu? Tin Pai Vinh pham trong t6i, khong ¢6 nh bai ctia Pinh dy tuyét d6i khong thé giip, hubng chi an pham ctia Tan Pai Vinh do Nhj
hoang tr phu trach, khong c6 ménh Iénh ctia Nhi hoang tir, cho du la Thai Su ciling. ..”

Tir Pat khong nhin thin sic khin trrong ctia nguc quan, trim giong quat: “Khong thiy céi ta dang mic trén nguoi B gi sao?”

“Nhi tiéu thur, khong ¢6 nh ctia Nhi hoang tir, thét syr....”

“Tir Nhi tiéu thur.”” Mot nguc quan khéc budc ra tir cira, hét stre ling ting, “Hién tai nguoi 6 mubn gip, da chét roi.”

Tir Pat chin dong ca nguroi.

Nguc quan nhin ¢6 tir trén xubng dudi, hir giong: “Chiing t6i dang thim Van, ¢6 hét 1on mbt tiéng, Tan Dai Vinh Bp tirc ciin i tur sat. Vay la mlon tui
i t& chung t6i bim bao lai nhu nao day? Ching &.... bao chimg t6i cir thé ma n6i, Tan Pai Vinh nghe ¢6 hét to, p tirc dbc sirc tron toi? Chi tiét thuc
su trong d6, danh xin Nhi tiéu thu ké rd cho Nhj hoang tir hiéu mdi duoc.”

Pa chét? Thia inh da chét! Tir Pat khong dé ¥ t6i nguc quan, chay thing vao trong,

Vira vao cura nguc, ghﬁ]h 13 hinh thét. Bz‘?}u tiép mdt mui tanh néng nac xoc vao i, ntiérp thep, cO tlﬁy mot hg’ln tir ndm trong Vgng mau. .., d6 khong phai
thi inh, ¢d khong thé nhan ra nita. Tra tin dén mirc nhu vy, 10 rang khong phai dé 1ay khau cung, ma 1a d€ ép nguoi nay cheét.

C6 chimrai ngdi xudng, ngon tay nhe nhang phot qua méu troi lay 16i trén dAt. Méau chua dong lai, vin con chiit hoi am Néu c6 thé lam cho ching chay
tr6 v&, nam nhén trude mét chic ¢6 thé song lai. .

C6 nghico da dén rat nhanh, chuyén lién quan dén quan lai, hoang that, Binh tty sao ¢ thé d& dang ké"g an? Cho di a mudn vu oan cling phai sip xép
tinh hu6ng, thao san 16i khai moi thanh. Thi finh trong long ¢, cho di 1 chit dirt tir chi, ciing khong thé di thira nhan chuyén han chura lim bao gio.

Thét can than, c6 dua tay, chamvao thi thé ngfl quan mo mit kia.

“ .. Latoi... khong tot. .. Tir Dat bét tai dén mirc nay. .. Ngay ca chuyén ciru nguoi. . . ciing khong lam duoc. .. Timg 101 v& vun, nhu dao dam vao yét
hdu, dau nhoi.

Séng muroi chhném, 1ot cude ¢o da that su lam dugc chuyén gi? Néu nguoi thil finh két ban hom nay khong phai Tir Pat, ma 1a Tir Hoi, Tir Truc, ¢b
thé nao mang hin da dugc ciru ding lic roi khong?

Néu thi finh thét sur nghe tiéng goi ctia ¢ ngodi cira nguc ma cén hudi tur sat, vy trong long thit finh chiic chin | mudn bao vé 6. .. Ké dimg sau kg
d6 mudn giét tat ca nhitng ngudi cd the biet thil inh muodn lam chuyén dai sy, y khong muon lién luy dén c6... Aico uy quyén che troi nhu vay. ..

Co dot nhién dung day.
Neuc quan run Ién, theo ban ndng lui ra phia sau, miéng lim bam: “Nhi tiéu thur, phirong hoang bao néu dinh méu noi nay, 1 c6 toi...”
Tir Pat hoan toan khong nhin hdn, cudi ngwa di thing, Trong du ¢6 chi cé mot dich dén.

Lic ¢6 cudingira ngang qua Tay Tam lau, vai gi tiéu quan ngap dai mo cua s0, thiy phong thai oai | hing lw6t qua nhur g6, twéng minh hoa mét, vira goi
hdn lai, hoang hon bét thdt: “Tir Nhj tiéu thu!” Ga tron to miét, hét: “Thiét khong vy, hay t6i ngd nham tay ¢, 40 cd bé bét mau!”

On Vu' Y dang miic quéan 40, nghe tiéu quan bén ngoai im am i, dimng lai.



“Vurong gia?”” Thanh Phong dang diu dang gitip hén chinh sira trang phuc.
Hén déy c6 ra, di voi dén dai sanh, hoi: “Tir Pat di v& phia nao?”
Tiéu quan vira thiy d hin, nghi nghi, dép: “Chéc 1 dén duodng Tay Thong”

Puong Tay Thong? Puong Tay Thong ¢6 céi gi? C6. .. nha ctia Tan Dai Vinh! On Vu Y hoi gigt minh, 6 gi nity khong phéi throng ngay déu bo bo giit
minh sao? Pang I& sau khi dén ngyc nho vai giot 1€ thuong nhd, ¢ nén ti€p tuc cudc song an yén nhur cii chir?

Hay 13, ¢6 von khc ngudi, tinh nguyén vi Tan Pai Vinh kia im bat ctr chuyén gi?

“Vuong gia!” Thanh Phong dudi toi, Jay giong cuc nhd nhe nhang noi: “Déy Ia chuyén riéng cia Tay Huyén, Vuong gia 61 hom qua i ddy tranh hoa,
nay t0i gi lai ddy vao? Néu co thé giao hao voi Tir gia thi khong con gi tot hon, nhung hai ndm nay Vuong gia chi két ban véi Tir Pat, tranh né nhitng
nguoi T gia khac. Vuong gia 1am vy, chang I€ d6 1a chén tinh?”

On Vu Y liéc c6 mot céi, cuoi lanh: “Chéan tinh? Nguoi Bic A ciing ¢6 chn tinh sao? Dirng n6i ta, ngwoi da duoc ai tht dng quy nf:n chuwra? Nhét ctr
nhat dong ctia bon vurong déu khong thoat khoi mit nguoi, nay nguoi con nuon ngan can hanh dong ctia bon virong?”” Néi xong, phat 4o di.

Budc ra Tay Tam Ju, vira vin c6 mot cong tir quy toc mudn roi di, On Vu Y cudi to, cudp ngura chay thing: “Ngudi anh em, i nay ngyra s lai vé hau
cau!l”

Hin théing dén duong Tay Thong, doi mit sic khé liéq qua nhing doi cAm vé ctia hoang that dang an vao phd thi khdng dau tich. Lic hén mot dudng
thudn loi budce vao Tan trach [1], Tir Pat dang dinh day cong Tan trach ra. Han nhdy xuong ngya, chay toi gitt chét co tay co.

Tay c6 toan la mau!
“Tir Pat, ditheo ta!”

Co hat ra. Hn gidn tai mat, lanh giong: “Tir Pat! Chuyén khong lién quan dén co, co cang mudn rude vao than sao? Co da tranh duoe, tai sao con
muon dam dau vao cho chét?”

C6 khung lai, chim ri quay dau nhin hin. Gi6 sém thoi tung mai toc dai ciia ¢6, 16 ra doi mét do ruc day thang thot.
Hzn kinh ngac. Thén séc ¢6 dudng nhur do dan.

C0 chim chap nghi ngoi, suy tur mot lat, moi khan khan noi: “Nha Tan Dai Vish miy doi déu chi mot con, Tir Dat néu khong gitp do vo con huynh y,
sau nay xuong ctru tuyen lam sao gap lai nguoi anh em dé duoc?”

... Chi ]z huynh dé, ma c6 van thiy chét khong son, mang ciing sin sang viit bo?”
Tiéng hén thity chung van ling déing quanh nguoi, ¢b nghe khong 15, ciing khong dé tam Eing nghe. C6 quay dau di vao Tén trach.
Trong trach im tinh, c6 chi ghé qua hai lin, nhung thiy tiu tir khong vui, vy nén tir d6 vé sau ¢ khong hé budc chan t6i day.

C6 nhin 16 ty bi doc chét nga lin trén dat, lung lanh run timg dot. Di thing toi, tlny cira tm phong vo chong ho Tén md toang hodc, thin sic do dan rét
cudc ciiing c6 bién chuyén, khan khan kéu Ién: “Tau tir!” C6 lao vao nha, 6m Ky ngudi phu ni méc 4o tring, dung nao binh thuong,

“_.. Tir Pat?” Thé xac nhin tuong da tit thd kia tron trimg mét.

“La t6i! TAu tir!” Tir Dat vui mimg qué ddi. “Dé t6i bé chi voi chéu di tim dai phu!” C6 dinh ding rc 6m Hy tu tir, lai phét hién tiu tir nim chat Ay vai
0, ndm ngédn tay bam dén han sau vao da thit.

“Tau ti?”
« .. Pai Vinh da chét rdi sao? Dai Vinh that su da chét sao? Vi sao ¢d con séng? Tir Pat, vi sao ¢6 van chua bi bat?”

“Toi... TAu tir, I 18i cita t0i, dém qua & ra ti nén di theo thii finh. .. C6 h6i hén khong thoi. S6m biét nhur thé, ¢6 s& khong dén Tay Tam Hu! Néu thoi
gian c6 thé xoay nguoc lai, c6 tha ¢d doc ca doi dé bao vé thil finh!

“... Bon ho burc ta so t0i ty sat... Ngay ca con ta ciing phai uéng ruou doc. .. Con ta dau? Con ta dau?”

Tir Bat kinh hoang nhin xung quanh, cubi cting c6 nguoi bé dén trude mit ¢b, ghé vao tai ¢b nhe giong ndi: “Bira tré mdi sinh ndy ciiing b tring doc, co
& khong song dugc.”

Cb nghe vdy, ngo ngic nhin dira tré dang duoc dua vao long tiu tir. C6 1an dau tién nhin thiy con ctia thi finh, héa ra, tré con moi sinh déu nhu vdy. ..
Khéng khi tinh ling,



«“ - Tir Pat, con ta khong chét Chﬁ'? Ta che cho nd, ta vﬁn’che’: ché cho no. .. C?m ubng rrou doc, ta s udng, no 13 con duy nhit ciia Dai Vinh, ta khong
dé 16 c6 chuyén gi.... N6 khong thé ¢6 chuyén gi...” C6 ¢o hét stre giwong myt nhin Tir Pat. “C6 phai do ta mu6n Dai Vinh giao hao véi con chau
hoang gia, bat chang di lam dai sy, vdy nén mdi hai chang, ..”

“Khong phai. .. Khong phai...”

“Vy, chinh Ia c6!” Nguoi phu nir dot ngbt budng dira tré ra, bam chat Jay canh tay Tir Dat. Tir Pat voi vang d& Ay dira bé, ngudi phu nit nhu khong
thdy, chi 0dn han trirmg mit nhin ¢d. “C6 ¢, Pai Vinh nén vo sy moi phai chit?”’

OnVuY & bén canh nghe hét thay, tuAn muc hoi nheo lai.

“Khong phai thin s da bao co ca doian yen sao? C6 nham chirc quan nay hai ndm, chang khong c6 ca mot Jan thurong néing, cudi bao c6 1 phic tinh,
ta nghi c6 khi chang néi cling c6 1y, vi sao lan nay c6 khong ctru chang? Khong ctru chang?”

On Vu Y danh gia sinh ménh ngudi phy nir ndy da sip tan, khong thé 1 ndi nham, khe tho dai.
“Téu tir, t0i....” Tir Pat khong bién bach gi, 1ong tran day ay nay.

C6 ta gin xanh ndi manh, trimg ¥t nhin chong choc Tir Pat. “Khéng phai ¢d thich chang sao? Khong phéi c6 say mé chang sao? Vi sao khong ctru
chang? Vi sao khong ctru chang?”’

Tir Pat ngy nguoi, p tirc lién tuc Fic dau. “Tau tir, chi hiéu Am! Hiéu lam!”

Biy tay ddy mong dai kia bau manh vao tay Tir Pat mot phat. C ta rang hit mdt hoi cudi cing, nghién rang nghién loi n6i: “Tir Dat, néu cd thc thich
Dai Vinh, hily bao vé con ctia chang!”

“Toi nhat dinh s& bao vé con ctia tha finh!”

“C6 dinh bo v¢ nhur thé nao? Tix Pat, ¢6 dinh béo vé nhur thé no? Trén doi nity ngoai trix Pai Vinh, ta khong tin ai khéc, ¢6 dinh am thé néo dé ta
in?” Mt cd ta da 16i hén ra.

Tur Dat gé tim cach dé khién c6 Ay an tim lia doi, trong chdc 1t khong nghii ra, quo Iy binh rurgu doc con mot nira dang d6 nghiéng bén canh dura Ién
miéng udng can.

“Tir Pat!” On Vu Y sic mit dai bién.

Tir Pat siét chéit doi tay lanh 180 clia nguroi phu ni, thanh thit noi: “Tau i, tir gidtrd di, tanh mang ctia ti va dira bé da | mdt, ti duoc clru chéc chén
nd s€ duge ctru. Tur Pat néu bat hanh bé minh, thi s€ xudng ctru tuyén dén ti voi mdt nha ba ngudi clia chi!”

Phu nhan e d4u khiép so nhin 6, sau d6 than sic dan dan an 6n, mrdc mit chay wot grong mit xam nhur tro tan.

“... C6 xuat than Tir gia TAy Huyén, Tir gia chéc chén s& ciru ¢. .. Dai Vinh khong nhin Amngudi. .. Con ta. .. giao cho ¢6...” Dt ki, thin minh d6
1&ch, trit hoi thd cuoi cling,

On Vu' Y nhe da thi thé nguoi phy nit ra, kéo Tir Pat. “Bi, ta dan ¢6 di tim dai phu!”

Cude ndi chuyén ciing Tan thi ic ndy da hao t6n het hoi strc ciia Tir Dat. C6 chim cham nhin dira bé trong tay nira ngay, Jam bam: “Vurong gia, t6i hom
qua ngai va Pai Nguy vrong gia ¢ Tiy Tam lau subt ca mot dém, a dé tranh nan? Tir Pat ¢6 chét ciing mudn am quy biét chuyén, ngai néi cho t6i biét,

Tan Dai Vinh rét cude a vi sao ma chét?”

On Vu Y thiy c6 hanh dong kiéu chang thém dém xia ¢én than ma tirc. Han dép: “Con vi sao ma chét nita? Cling Fim [ vat hy sinh trong ndi d4u giira
céc hoang tur thoi.”

“N6i d4u ctia cac hoang tir? Tam hoang tir v6i. .. Ai?” Dau 6c ciia ¢d dang rit hon loan, mit md khong hiéu.

... Coké... C6 ké von mudn cho Tan Pai Vinh dén ¢6 theo Judn, tir nay v& sau phéi ban mang cho héin. .. diing hon | mudn mwon dong ho co, ép
bude Tir gia dimg sau lung c6 vé voi phe ctia hin. Khong ngd 61 qua c6 khong di, ta doan ke do dam lao phai theo lao, trude lira Tan Pai Vinh rang
Tam hoang ttr c6 muru loan @€ khir han, sau lai 36 tdi cho Tan Dai Vinh, chuyén nay thuc khong biét chi tiet. .. Tir Pat, du c6 khdng nghi cho minh, ciing
phai nghi cho dira bé!”

Hin lai dinh kéo ¢6, ¢6 lai lui timg budc.

Tir Pat thi thao tu noi: “Théi tir vn coi trong thii finh, moi ngurai déu biét, huynh y sao ¢6 thé lam trong thuong thai tir? Thai tir vao t gap huynh dy...
Khéng phai vi ctru thi1 finh, ma 13 tu cat tay minh d€ thoat khoi hiém nghi?” C6 cti dau cudi khe.

“Pén ctng, huynh da vi loai nguoi nhu thé sao?”

“Tir Dat!”



C6 dot nhién nging dau. “Virong gia so v6i nguroi vu hiim kia con tt hon, cho nén biét ké hoach ndy, va t6i qua dén Tay Tam lu dé tranh ngdy vre?”
OnVuY khong dap, méic nhién thira nhan.

Tir Pat thiy thé, ngay ca cam gidc bi ai ciing khong c6, khong biét nén khéc hay nén cuoi. Hoa ra, hin som biét c6 déng ra da dinh vao cam by, nén
lic thay c6 mdi kinh ngac nhu vay.

Con Ly Dung Tri? Ciing thé u?

Tir dAu t6i dudi, co chi a quin cd dé ngudi khic loi dung? Céi ho Tir ndy, hai chét ngwoi duy nhat trén doi ddi xir t6t voi co. Céi ho Tir nay, con mudn
bam theo c6 dén khi nao?

“Hén loi dung c6, nén tuyét d6i s& khong ton hai dén tinh mang ctia ¢6.” On Vu Y nhe giong néi: “Gioi d6, dua ¢b vao quyén Iyc hoang thit Tay Huyén,
dé c6 khong con nhitng ngay ti€u dao nhu di vang nita ma thoi...”

Khong hai dén tinh mang ¢, boi vi ¢6 ho Tir. Nhung loi dung nguoi khong phéi ho Tir thi khong chin tay ha sat?

C6 ctii dau nhin dira tré dang hon mé trong long, biét | khong thé tinh lai duoc — “Dc durge hoang thit sao. .. Hiéu thuc dn gian im sao giai dugc?
Nay t6i cling tring ddc, cho du tinh cam phu tir von bac b&o, phu thin chic cling khong dé ti chét trude mit dng chir?” Co6 lam ram tu thuyét phuc
minh, Xoay nguoi dom lao di.

On Vu Y lap tirc chan trudc mit ¢d, giit Ay canh tay c6 dang 6m dira bé.

“Tir Pat, dua dira bé cho ta, ding dé nd can trd ¢6.”

Co6 khong budng tay.

“C6 ¢4 thé chiu dymg, nhung nd thi khong thé mot khéic ndo nita. Phi ta ¢6 linh chi tir Béc Duong, ¢ thé gifp no thém mdt lat. C6 di trudc, ta bé nd
theo sau.” Thay ¢6 van 6m chit khong budng, han kh& cuoi kho: “Hai ndm nay, cho dii khong thé that tim doi dai véi nhau, nhung ta da thyre sy hai co
lan ndo chua?”

N&i hoang hét ctia ¢6 hoi diu xubng, cudi cling ciing tha tay, girong mét nhin hin, khan khan dép: “Pa ta Virong gia!”

Nay gios ¢6 van cli gim mit, phit ndy vira nging lén, On Vu Y day hoang hét. “Co...”

C5 khong dé tam dén vé kinh so ctia héin, khong hé chan chir mot khéc, chay thing ra khoi Tan phu, leo 1én ngyra lao di tiép.

Trén dudng trude nay chua hé ¢6 bong rim. ... Trude kia chira cam thiy, bay gioy o chi thiy gié lanh 40 a0 thbe vao mit, mét khong thé mo noi.

C6 quay lai, méi toc dai cling phuong hoang bao phét phdi bay.

Ngudi goi ¢d 3 mdt nam tir tré tudi. Co nhén ra do 1 thé tir tiéu quoc héng ndm tiéu qudc trg cap tién bac khong nhiéu, nén doi song clnt tr tleu qudc
ndy cling khong thoai mai cho lam. C6 so chat tir chét doi & Tay Huyen, thuong Ay mdt it tién tir hrong théng ctia minh dua cho chét tir tiéu qubc d6

song qua ngay.

Thé tir tiéu quég vira thiy mit ¢d, so t6i mirc ngdi bét xubng dat. Ngay sau d6, héin hoan hon, run run ha mdm, ho to: “Téi. .. Toi... Toi thdy Nhij tiéu
thu Tir gia ne! O day! O day! Nguoi dau mau t6i! La t6i thay! La t6i thay trude!”

R rang trong long nén cam thy bi thrrong, nhung gio phiit ndy mot chit cam giéc ¢6 ciing khong co. Vo ngura khong cham mot gidy, c6 thu hdi anh it
thang dén Tir phii & phia nam kinh thanh.

Bén ngoai Tir phi, cam vé quan hoang tht da kin dic. C6 nhin nhu khong thiy, lic xoay ngudi xubng ngira, hoi o dao, thiéu chit nita da guc xubng,
cudi cuing phai gitt chit curong ngyra mbi dimg virng lai.

C6 khong chit do du di vao cong 1on Tir phit, nhung khong ¢6 ké ndo can ¢6 lai. Lio boc canh cira vira thiy mit c6, Hp tirc choang vang,

“Phy thn ta dau? O trong phii sa0?” RS rang miéng di ctr dong, c6 lai phat hién phai mdt lic sau c6 méi nghe duge 16i n6i ctia minh.

“Lio gia & dai sanh. .. Nhij tiéu thr. .. Nguoi. .. Nguoi. ..”

Cb budc ngang qua ko, thing hudng dai sanh. Ngoai ctra sanh, cAm vé quan hoang thit chen chiic, ¢6 ciing m nhu khong thiy, budc ludn vao trong,
“Cha, con gai dd vé.” C6 nhin chim chidm vao ngudi dan éng,

Tir Trwomg Phong nhin ¢6, trAm giong hoi: “T6i hom qua con di dau?”



Tir Pat nhin 6pg mdt céi thit sau, cham rai dao mit qua nhitng nguoi khac trong dai sanh. .. Tir Tryc, T Hoi, con c6 mdt nguoi dan 6ng mic héng bao
dang dirmg ngam cay canh.

C6 ciing tai dirc ghé nha? C6 thé khudy dong khong khi 1én nhur vy, ngay ca Tir Hi ciing mang Am dao theo ngudi kia.

C6 lai nhin ngurdi dan ong ve mit ho' himg trude mét. Nguoi ndy, rd rang da nam muroi Bim, tdng mao nhin nhu moi chi ngoai bén muroi. Tor khi mau
than qua doi, 6ng luon mudn kiém mot dira con trai, mot dira con thyre sy mang ho cua Tir Truong Phong, dang tic, dén nay may thiep that day phong
ctia 6ng van chua hira hen s€ sinh ra dugc dura nao.

Ba dtra con gai ctia 6ng, Tir Truc, Tir Hoi von lanh King, khong than thiét voi 6ng, ma mudn thin thiét voi ong, ong ciing xem thuong,

Dot nhién, mé ¢6 hoi hoi ngira, ¢6 céi gi tir khoe miét chay xudng m, o ngAng dau nhin trin nha, dau c6 nude dau. .. C6 lau, nhin ngon tay nira ngay
mdi nhan ra thir dinh trén mét 1 céi gi. C6 mim cu01, quy phuc xubng, giong kho khdc: “Cha, i con gii sai rdi! Con gai khong nén den Tay Tam lau, bo
16 dai sw. V6n nén tir trach toi, nhung con gai udng phai doc duoc, xin cha mau mau moi Théi y dén phu chita tri.” Ngit khi c6 vé rat so chét.

“Con ciing biét Tan Pai Vinh pham t6i gi? Hinh nhu thuong ngiy, con va hin rat than thiét?”

Ti tach ti tach, nudc tir trén nit ¢ 10 xudng, dan dan ty lai trén dét thanh mot viing d4m miu méu, nhin JAu, canh vt trrde it déu héa thanh mau do,
Tur Dat cti nit khan giong ndi:

“Thuong ngay con gai khong c6 bang hitu, Tan Dai Vinh 1 thi linh ctia con, khong hé c6 tinh cam gi hon.” Mat ¢6 1o ve hép tap, dang quy lai mubn tién
t6i trudc, nhung hai du gdi i khong con strc lyc, ca ngudi rap xudng, t6 y ham sdng tt cling. Co run rdy noi: “Chéng & cha dinh tro mt nhin con gai chét
& day that sao? Con chira mubn chét! Xin cha ctru con!”

Tir Trudng Phong khong hé hé ring, tham chi, khong nhin ¢6 Ay mot lan,
Tir Hoi ngdi bén canh, chim ri dumg théing ddy, rit trrong dao ra.

Ngudi méc hdng bao ndy gidr van dimg ngim chau méu don, rdt cuc ciing doi swr chi y sang hudng nay. Han chidm rii bude t61, hoi khom xubng bén
canh Tir Pat, diu dang néi:

“Nhj c6 nurong sao phai kho s¢ nhu thé? C6 gi ¢ phai nhiy vao cai ving bim nay? Tan Pai Vinh kia hai ngwoi qua | khong it, ién luy dén ca Tir gia.
Binh (y von dinh moi Nhi ¢6 nurong qua dé hoi ti mi xac thure, nhung Nhi ¢6 nirong 1 nguoi the nao? Néu dé dam ngudi ha leu do 1am ton hai dén mbt
soi toc cta ¢d, hoang that Ty Huyén phai lam sao d€ ta 161 véi Tur gia?”

Tir Pat trong ong run Bn, tay ndm cht. On Vu'Y khong néi rd, nhung ¢d am sao khong biét ké dimg sau man ndy 1 ai?

Tir Truc dang dimg canh Tir Truong Phong trdm giong ndi khé: “Nhj hoang tir ndi qué 1. Hiu nhan Tir gia néu im 6 nhyc tén tudi to tién, dii | toi
chét, chung ta cling s& ty minh gidi né dén trude mat Vuong gia.”

Ngudi dan 6ng méc a0 miau do chinh ki Nhi hoang tir Tay Huyén. Han van ¢ vai phan tinh y v6i Tir Truc, Ky long co: “Nhi co mrong sao c6 thé limra
loai chuyén dai nghich bat dao ndy dwoc? Negudi ddu, mau di moi Thai y den, khong thé cham tré mot khéc! Nhi ¢6 nrong dimg Ién truée di. Phy thin
da giao viée nay cho bon virong diéu tra 16 rang, Yén tmdi, bon virong chéc chén s& khong nhin im nguoi tot.” Hin tt bung la thuong, dua tay ra y
nmuon do co ding day.

“... Pata Vuong gia.”

Nhi hoang tir lo déing liéc qua d6i tay Tir Pat dang vin dé dtmg ddy. Séc da hoi den, vai vét mau dap dinh, tuy rang dudng cong ciia xwrong cuc dep,
nhung lai c6 chit th rap cua nguoi luyén vo. Miéng han kheé cong Ién, phang phat cuoi:

“Hom qua Nhi ¢6 nurong dén Téy Tam lau dé tim tiéu quan phai khong? Sao rdi? Khong tim dugc?”
Hén vn chi thuan miéng hoi, ciing khong nghii 6 tra 16i, nhumg, ¢6 bdng nhién nging dau, nhin hiin, cudi rang 13

“C6 tim! Toi tim rdi! Vén t6i con lo Fing, vi Hoang cong tir niy khong thé bau ban véi t6i ca doi, gidr 1 t6i nghi nhiéu. Toi ngh, 1 t6i lo Fing nhidu qua
thoL.”

Nhi hoang tir Tay Huyén méit nhin may nhiu, suy nghi mot lat, lai ni:

“C6 ciing bict, tAt ca ngwoi than tin v6i Tan Dai Vinh déu k dong pham, bon ho déu da so'tdi tu sat, bon vuong ciing | v0 clng bat déc di, mdi ty minh
dénhoico...”

Hin n6i chura dut, da thiy Tir Pat trimg miét v6i hin.

Téc mai xda xuoi che khut mit, nhung méu timg dong tir khoe miét chay xudng, rd rang ca thit khiéu 2] déurn” méu, lan tran khip mt, visao 0 ta van
con chiu dung duoc 1au nhu vay? S¢ chét dén ngay ca nham mit ciing khong dam sao? Hay 1a. .. Han nheo mat, nhin lai c@p thu thity n6i song han thu
kia, tur nhién chot da.



Hén nh6 15 nira thang trude e gap Tu Dat, chéing qua chi thiy durge mdt nguoi dep da den nhin khd 14 vira mit. Bay gios ¢6 ca mét ddy mau, m hin
khong thiy & dién mao, lai im héin nhé t6i birc chan dung trong thim cung ma hén ¢6 xem qua mot lan thué nho.

Birc v& d6, nghe ndi a Thai T6 [3] hoang dé mubn chon cung, nhung khong biét sao cubi ctng lai duoc cét & trong cung, Nguoi trong tranh nhin nhw vo
tuéng ma lai nhu khong phai, khong rd nam hay ni, thé oai himg, khién ngudi ta nhlnthayrm s0, sinh kinh trong, sinh. .. Mai dén khi hin thiy Tir
Truc ¢6 vai phin rit gidng ngudi d6, hin moi biét ngudi trong b hoa tir xura truyén lai kia 12 5 tién Tir gia.

Tay hin nhéi dau, hén phai bo voi tay c6 ra, cti dau wira thiy, mu ban tay da bi co bau chit dén tray xudc.

Tir Pat da sém khong con strc chdng dd, ¢6 ngd xudng, trude mit chi thiy mot mau do ruc, khong trong 1 bét ky ai.

“Nhi c6 mrong quen biét nhiing ké d6?” Tiéng ctia Nhi hoang tir Ty Huyén tir tit xa xim vang vong toi.

“.. Khong co...” Khong cb, c6 hay khong. .. Tiéng thé mdng manh ndy, 1 ciia cb.

“Nhi ¢6 nuong phii nhan thue nhanh d6.” Am thanh kia giong nhu dang giéu cot.

Gidu cot ¢b so chét sao? Ping vay, ¢6 so chét dén ndi mot chit xau hd ciing khong c6. C6 sitng sd, khong hé nging dau nhin phy than, cti dau gitr chut
hoi stre cuoi ciing, chd Thaiy.

Nhi hoang tir Tay Huyén lai hoi c6 vai cau, nhung co nhu it thinh giac, hoan toan khéng phan tmg. Han quay d4u nhin nhin Tir Truc va Tir Hoi, ho déu
khong dé y thay tinh mang Tir Pat dang bi de doa. .. Chang [ 101 don dai la thét, khong c6 camxic gi, khong co chut tinh chi em nao?

Hén bdng trim ngam, khong biét c6 nén ndm gitr quén co Tir Pat nay khong?

Vira lic ndy, Théi y da toi. Tir Pat vira nghe, p ttrc giurong miit nhin vé cira dai sanh.

“Thai. .. y dén rdi sa0?”” Am thanh mimg r& bi ¢t ngang boi mdt bing mau phun ra, v vun.

Thai y voi vang bude t6i, chiim chi nhin, so dén mirc suyt nita hdn phi phach tan, may nhd nam tir bén canh d Iy moi khong ngi.

Namtir kia, chinh Ly Dung Tri. Han nhe w6t mt qua Tir Dat, mot lt, lai nhin vao mat ctia Nhj hoang tir Tay Huyen, cudi kho: “Ta gip thaiy ¢ trude
ctra Tur phu, tién theé vao cling, muon moi dng dy xem bénh hg.”

Tiéng hén van con chit khan khan vi cam lanh, Tir Pat giat minh, kh& nghiéng du, mi mét run rdy, tra hd muén nhin thdy han.
“Pai Nguy Vuong gia vi sao dén Tir phu? C6 viéc?” Nhi hoang tir Ty Huyén nhiu may.

Ly Dung Tri hoi mim cudi, nhin Tir Pat, cap mit den t6 1& vé khong danh 1ong. Han noi: “Théi y mau xem di, Nhj ¢6 nuong ¢ 4y. .. Thai Su, bon
vuong o Nhi c6 nuwong ding Ién, dugc chi?”

Ttr Truong Phong ﬁéq nhin Nhi hoang tir dang im lang khong lén tiéng, dap: “Sao phai m phién Virong gia?” Ong budc én trude, nang Tir Pat day,
than minh hai nguroi déu ciig ngac, vira & c6 ngdi xuong ghe, doi tay lap tirc budng ra.

Tir Pat gim mit, khong cam on.

Li Dung Tri van mém long, di qua thi thao bén tai ¢6: “Nhi ¢6 nuong, khong c6 chuyén gi dau. Réng chiu dung mot chit.” Hén xan tay 4o 1én gitip, ning
céanh tay lanh nhur bang cua ¢6 1én dé Thai y bat mach.

Hién lai nhln Nhi hoang tir Tay Huyén, nhe giong giai thich: “Hai nim ndy toan nho Nhi ¢6 nrong giai quyét moi chuyén trong phu chét ti, Dung Tri van
¢6 y mudn camta ¢b dy. Lan nay Tam hoang tir da trong thirong, chi nhé Nhj hoang tir im séng t6 moi chuyén, giai oan cho Nhj ¢6 nurong,”

“Vuong gia qua mem 1ong rdi. Thudng nghe, nguoi & Dai Nguy cling da timg suyt bi nguoi ta hai chét, cudi cing nhd Pai Nguy nurong nwrong hy sinh
tanh mang moi gitt nbi ménh ctia nguroi, chiic hin ngwroi ciing ddng cam duoc.”

Li Dung Tri thé dai: “Chi 1 chuyén cii, Dung Tri d& s6m quén roi.” Thiy mit Tir Pat bé bét mau, héin t6 vé x6t xa, Ay ra mdt chiéc khiin sach s& nhe
nhang lau gitip ¢d.

Nhi hoang ttr hoi nhiu may, trao phing cuoi. Chat tir Vurong gia dén tir Pai Nguy qua | mot ké 1ong da mém yéu, ngudi nhur thé tro vé dang co hoang
dé, sém hay mudn ciing s& trd thanh con r6i dé ngudi khéc khdng ché, lic d6 ché trach tai sao Tay Huyén lai tha hén trd vé.

Lio Thai y sic mit trr?i‘ng béch da chin doan xong. Tir Pat tring doc, 10 rang ki loai doc ma hai ngay trude trong cung di 4m thdm sai ngudi dén Iy, o
tru trir mot 1at, quay dau nhin Nhi hoang tir.

Nhi hoang tr biu mdi, ndi: “Chita di.”

Ddc tir Thai y vién ma ra, duong nhién thube giai ciing phai c6, Théi y p tirc Ay tir hom thube ra mdt chiéc binh ngoc.



Tir Pat bdng nhién md 1on d6i mit d6 ruc, t6 vé rat sg chét, rang hét strc cudp Ky binh thudc trong tay o, “Ubng thé ndo?” Co gip gép hoi.
“Hai vién 1 dugc, chiin bot doc tinh, rdi diéu dudng thém. ..”

Tir Pat cir dong rit nhanh, d6 tir binh ra hai vién thubc, ngira diu nudt.

Tir Hoi dang dimg phia trude ¢6, thiy 13 timg dong tac, thoang chdc ca kinh ngy nguoi.

Lio Théi y voi vang don iy binh thube, dém sb vién xac dinh lai, moi cAm tré vé.

“... Pai Nguy Vuong gia?” C6 im bam

«.. Ta day.” Pay mét Ly Dung Tri xon xao gon séng, nhung lap tirc tan di. Han niim Ay ban tay ¢6 viron dén, hai ndm tay siét chat [y nhau dudi 1op 40
che khut.

Tir Pat kién quyét di vién thudc vao long ban tay héin, nhe giong ndi:

“Pai Nguy Vuong gia da tirmg dén tiéu quan quan, chic 14 hiéu duoc tAm Iy cac tiéu quan. Tir Pat t6i hom qua da ¢6 tinh cam véi mot tiéu quan ho
Hoang. .. Ngii bao, néu héin biét Tir Pat da mit gia tri loi dung, co con nguyén y gitip Tir Pat mdt tay, lic Tir Pat dang trong tinh canh cing quén nhur

vay()”
“_.. Han tit nhién | nguyén y.”
C6 nghe vAy, mim cudi nhém mit lai — hodc 1, c6 nghil minh dang cudi, khoe miéng ¢b cong én, thap giong noi:

“Vay thi thue t(‘)t2 cudi cing. . . Cubi cling ciing ¢6 nguodi... Nguyén y vi toi ma khong hé 6 myc dich. .. Toi thye cam dong. . . Xin Vuong gia n6i cho
hén, 16i da xin Bic Pudng Virong gia dura trdm Béc Dudng cho hén. .. Xin Hoang cong tir phai ty tay minh Ky. .. ciia t6i. .. dé lai “tién” cho hén. ..

Tiéng 6 qué nho, ngay ca Ly Dung Tri ciing phai ctii dau xubng Fing nghe. Nhj hoang tir Tay Huyén tién kén mdt budc, loang thodng nghe 6 néi céi gi
ti€u quan quan, nhéch mép cuoi.

Hién lai thiy Ly Dung Tri cti méit. Nét mit Ly Dung Tri rang r& nhu ngoc, mot doi mit den lay sang ngoi, gior dang dirng lai trén it Tir at.

Nhi hoang tr nhin theo anh mit, chi tlﬁy mot grong mit lem nhem méu va. . . miéng ngdm mdt ny cudi an Sn nhur hoa.

Tir Tryc lwét mit nhin chd khac. Tir HOi chim rdi budc tdi, viron tay cham kh& mi mét Tir Pat dang khép lai.

Tir Pat nhu dang biét ai vira cham vao minh, khé dong ddy, noi gi d6 vao tai Tir Hoi.

Tir Hoi lanh King nhin Ly Dung Tri, d& Iy sirc néing ctia Tir Pat trén ngudi minh, giip ¢ quy trén mit dat.

Tir Pat ctii dAu, toc budng cham dat, che khudt vé mt ctia c6. Hinh nhu ¢6 con ndi thém diéu gi, Tir Hi cli nguoi vé trude, vira nghe vira thudt lai:
“Con gi khong biét ]an ndy chét hay song, gidr danh bai biét cha trude. Ménh ngudi Tay Huyén nhiéu nhit sau muroi, Tir Truc, Tur Hoi déu i nhan tai
anh kiét, ¢6 chi Ion, tat khong mudn cham soc cha, con gii luon luon bt tai vo hudng, vén dinh hai ndm nira, s& trd vé sin soc cha va tim kiém hanh
phiic gia dinh. .. Nay xem ra, chi con lai tiéc nudi.” Tir Hoi e thuét lai dén day, nghe Tir Truong Phong than nhién “U* Mot tiéng, lién lanh giong noi:
“Tir Bat n6i ding. Hanh phiic gia dinh gi d6, Tir Hoi con chura bao gior nghi dén.”

Ly Dung Tri vén gon 4o bo, nira ngdi xudng, k& chén vio mobi Tir Pat, nhe giong noi:

“Nhi ¢6 nuong, lic trrde Bic Puong Vurong gia di cho ta xem cdy trdm do, chuyén ciia ¢d ta s& lo 6n thoa, udng nude di””

Tir Pat nghe vy, kh& 4mtr. Chut long tréc 4n ctia Ly Dung Tri ndy cudi ctng cing lam ¢ ¢6 thé ngam curdi ma chét. C6 c6 thé gia bd mot chut, ky that
Hoéng cong tir tdi qua d6 11 ké c6 that, hon nita con dic biét dura c6 dén cudi duong. .. Ao tudng do tudng, tim vui trong khd modt chit ciing tt, hom
nay hoan hi tiéu s4i, kiép sau mdi c6 cude doi thong dong

C6 khong danh phu y Ly Dung Tri, canh mbi hoi mo ra, dé hén tir tir 16t vao miéng,

Khong biét 1 do méu tan loding vao nurde, hay i 4o gidc ctia minh, ¢6 cam thay nurde tra nay c6 mii la. .. Mot chit vi thude?

Bdng chdc, miéng ¢ hoi ngdm lai.

Tir Hoi liéc nhin vai mat vun bot tring dang chao trén mit mude tra, kinh ngac nhin Ly Dung Tri.

Ly Dung Tri dem nuée tra giao cho Tir Hoi, quay lai bao Théiy:

“Thai y xin ra ngoai trudc chd bon virong, Poi bn virong murgn ngudi ctia Thai sur xong, mdi dng gitip bon virong chén tri phong han. LAm T, dan Thai



y ra ngoai, rdi bao véi Bac Puong Virong gia chuén bi trdm cho tdt.”” Anh miét lo déng ciia hin dédo qua hom thube trong 1ong Thai y, dimg sat bén Tix
Pat, ndi tirng chit tirg cau thure 10 rang,

Loi ndy ctia héin | dang bao cho ¢6 biét, hén c6 thé Iy thude duogc sao? Tir Pat simg st, theo ban niing muén nging dau nhin hén, lai nghe Tir Hoi noi:
“Udng murée.” Co chan chd mdt lat, cudi cuing hd miéng chdm rdi udng,

Lam T bat dong thanh séc gat dau, mdi Théi y ra khoi cira.
Nhi hoang tir TAy Huyén hd nghi nhin v& phia Li Dung Tri, hoi: “Muon ai?”

Li Dung Tri mim cudi, tir trong tay 4o tii rit ra thi du [4] hoang that Tay Huyén. “Bon vuong sap stra tro vé Pai Neguy, Tay Huyén bé ha cho phép bon
vurong mang theo mot nguoi Tir gia di cing. Khéng, chinh xéc 1, mdi mdt nguoi Tir gia hd tdng bon virong tro vé Pai Neuy.”

“Bayba... Co dung la thi du ctia Hoang thuong?”
Ly Dung Tri dwa dén trudc niit Nhj hoang tir, nhot nhat cuoi: “Khéu du [5] ciia bé ha, thai tir viét gim.”

Nhi hoang tir doat ]é}{ nhin k¥, qua nhién |4 but tich cta thai tr. Trong khoanh khéic, mit hiin 16 vé dir ton, cin ring cudi ndi: “Tay hin ta da trong
thuong, con co thé viet chit nhi. Bay gio thai tir.... O trong cung?”

“Ngi dy dang 6 trong cung gitip 4o bé ha.”

Nhi hoang tir bién séc, thé sau, cudi lanh: “Thire rit hay. Mot tén Tan Dai Vinh nhai nhép ha c6 thé lam hong tinh phu tir cia bon ho, canh tay thai tir bi
thuong, qua 1a bi thurong ciing rat tot! Noéi vay néu Tam Hoang d¢ dang bi thuong nang bict duoc, trong long chéc chan ciing rat khudy khoa d6!” Han di
den trude mat Tur Pat, tir trén cao nhin xuong cd. “Tir Pat nghe chi!”

“... Thin nghe chi.”

“Xura kia hén a Dai Nguy Vuong gia tamcu ¢ Tay Huyén, ngiy nay hén 1 théi tir Dai Nguy. Tir gia von 1 tro thir dic hre ma Tay Huyen rt ne trong,
tir gio' phut nay vé sau, nguoi chinh a nguoi Tir gia theo Pai Nguy Vuong gia, di cing voi hén, bao vé hén an knh binh yén, khong can quay vé Tay
Huyén. Chi mong Tay Huyén, Pai Nguy vinh két TAn TAn chi hao [6].”

Tir Pat nging dau.

Nhi hoang tir Ty Huyén lanh king noi:

“Lénh Hoang Thuong, tirc 1 nguoi lién quan t6i chuyén nay hay khong déu phai di. Pai Nguy Vuong gia ban [inh cting thure 1om, c6 thé dem Tir Pat di
nhu vy.” Khée miéng hin cong Ién, khom nguoi xudng, thi thao vao tai Tir Pat: “Tam Hoang dé xua nay von duoc Hoang Thuong sting 4i, bén canh
Tan Bai Vinh c6 nguroi, lo nhan gia hén khong thé trimg tri, bt luin nguoi ¢4 toi hay khong, hén cting khong rpum nhin thiy nguoi & kinh thanh. C6 ké
nghi dén viéc d6 nén ctru nguoi, khong bit thién tinh ctia nguoi Tay Huyén, 1€ da troe thi chi ¢ thé kho so sudt doi. Tir at, tir gio phit ndy, nguoi vinh
vien bi Tay Huyén tryc xuat.”

Dt 10i, héin lai nhin ciip mt d6 nhur méu dang thét than ctia ¢, nhd t6i ké trong birc hoa ¢ kia, khong chiu ndi, phat 4o di thing,

[1]: Tan trach: trach (%) 1 nha 6, Tan trach 1 nha ho Tan. Nha ciia ban Tir Pat ciing hay duoc viét I tiéu trach. ..

[2]: That khiéu: bay 16 trén méit gdm hai méit, miéng, hai 16 miii va hai tai.

[3]: Thai TS (A#8) ki miéu hiéu ctia mdt s vua chiia trong lich sir Viét Nam, Trung Qudc va Triéu Tién. Nhitng vi vua ¢6 miéu hiéu Thai T6 thuong 1
nguoi khai sang ra triéu dai do.

[4], [5]: Thit du— i1 chi du viét tay, khéu du— E146: chi du truyén miéng,

[6]: Tan Tén chi hao — 2% Z §%: thanh ngir nay von noi vé hai nuroc thong gia hiru hao. Nhung ngay nay ngudi ta van throng ding n6 dé chi vé nghia
tmh hon nhan.
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Ba ngy sau, moi t& md sang, gié lanh thiu xwrong, cira thanh hé mo, doan xe trd vé Pai Nguy chdm rdi ra khoi kinh thanh,
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Lam T thiy gié sémnay thuc quéa u gid budt, iy ra mdt cai 4o choang mau bac dudi theo chiéc xe 1on nhét trong doan, nhe nhang nhay Ién, hé cira xe,
thap giong noi:

“Vurong gia, homnay gi6 16n, chiic sip mura t6i noi, ngai mic nhiéu 4o mot chit.” Cau bt giac nhin vé phia Tir Pat van dang mé man, lai néi: “C6 can
thém chin bong khong a?”

Ly Dung Tri mim cuoi dép: “LAy thém céi chian bong di. Lam Tu, vat va cho cau rdi”

Khong vat va, so voi Virong gia hoan toan khong vat va. Lam Ta dinh d4p nhur vy, nhung ghim lai diing lic, 4nh it roi trén gwong niit Tir Pat dang
hon mé.

Céu khong thé khong thira nhén, vi c6 mrong Tir gia ndy qua thue 1 mdt iy nhan. .. Nhung ¢6 3 my nhan ciiing khong thé phong khoang nhur vy chd,
cau Ién liec canh tay clia Vurong gia nha cau dang & trong chian bong,

Puong nhién, ciu s& khong cho ring Vuong gia i do ling tir, r& rim con gai nha nguoi ta dang bat tinh, m i Tir Pat tir khi hon mé van tam chit By
tay Vuong gia nha ciu. .. Céu quau quo hir mdt tiéng, lai hoi: “Co can goi thém ty nir toi khong a?”

Ly Dung Tri cudi khd: “Chd mdt chut di, ¢6 khi lat nita c6 4y s& budng tay ra.”
Lam Tu nghe vay dap vang, voi va di lo viéc khac.

Ly Dung Tri budng rém xudng che di cira xe, ngin bét gi6 lanh. Trong xe méat mé chi ¢6 hén véi Tir Pat dang ndm, 4nh méit héin dimg lai gurong it Tir
Dat, dua ban tay con trong ra vén mit sgi toc vurong trén niit co.

Tay trai dmap d& chiu, héin da khong biét miy fin dinh rit tay lai, nhung hai tay c6 gilr chét gan chét. .. Co c6 biét minh dang ndm Iy ai khong? Lic nay,
ngudi trong mong d6 ctia ¢d 1 Ly Dung Tri, hay 1 c4i ga tiéu quan tén Hoang cong tir t6i hom no?

Cho dén béy gid, nhin khudn mit tréing béch ctia ¢6, trong du héin vin hign kén hinh énh Tir Pat dim dia méu twoi ngdy d6. Méu chéy nhu trit nhu vy,
lai luon kién curong chiu dung, tat ca déu la vi. .. Tan Pai Vinh u?

Vimit ké Tan Dai Vinh da khong con gia tri loi dung?

Cong bang ma noi, ¢6 khong hay qudy nhidu, dbi xir véi ngudi khic ciing tdt. Tuy loi dung c6, hiin ciing dong cam véi canh ngd ctia ¢d & Tay Huyén.
Lic hankhongco nguyhlemgl, gitip ¢6 mot chit cling duoc, halnamnayochlmgthuanhoavanco chit tinh cam. Khac thuong 1 ¢ chd, ¢6 & that tinh
ma d6i dai voi nhau, nhung hén ty hoi néu gip hoan canh nhur vy, c6 thé iéu chét xin thude giup ¢o khong,

Dem o tir Tay Huyép di qua the mao hiém vo cting, c4i hin mudn ching qua chi . .. sy binh thuin ctia ¢6 thoi. Mot ngudi ngay ca 1‘16ng thude doc
dén trao mau that khicu van khong chét, con khong phai la phic day mang 16n sao? Tai sao khap Tay Huyén chang c6 ai thay dugc dicu do?

Hin lai vo thirc giup ¢6 gat b6t mai toc dai, nhd lai hinh anh ¢6 day mét bét méu kia, khé c6 thé quén rung dong khi moi nhin théy.
Tan Pai Vinh kia rt cudc da am sao dé ¢6 rit rudt rit ganra m di xir v6i hin nhur vay?
Néu... Néu, ¢ ciing c6 thé vo tu di xir v6i han nhur thé?

Lam T & ngodi cira goi kh&: “Virong gia, chiin bong ddy.” Cau leo 1én xe, mudn dép cho Tir Pat, nhung Ly Dung Tri da chi dong cim Ry, phi lén
ngudi co.

Lam Ta thiy thé, nhe giong n6i: “Virong gia dbi xir voi Tir Nhi tiéu thur that t5t.”

Ly Dung Tri hoi nheo m¥it. “Ta di xir v6i cau khong tot sao?”

“Ciing rat tot. Virong gia doi xir voi ai cling rt i 6, nhumg i v t6t qué, 11 lo sau khi Nhi tieu thr tinh lai c6 the hieu lam. Virong gia, chieu lénh cia
Tay Huyen kia hoi mip mo, tra nhur ¢0 y bien Nhi tiu thur thanh nguoi ctia Vuong gia vay. Vuong gia tirng ndi mudn vang theo t0 che, chi co mdt hau,

~ A A

nhd ¢6 4y nghi d6i tt v ¢b 3 vi mudn nap cb thanh phi, vAy thi....

Ly Dung Tri cuoi: “Nhi ¢4 nuong nhét dinh s& khong nghii nhur thé.” ' Song mét hén hrét dén chiée 1 nho trén xe. Hom do 4o 6 toan méu, i thay xong,
tAt ca dd vat trong tii 40 déu dugc Hy ra, trong d6 con c6 mot chudi dong tim két. ..

Pong tim két ctia cd, chi mudn dua cho mdt tén tiéu quan khong biét tir d4u t6i, chir khong chiu trao cho mdt hoang tir Pai Nguy.
L4am Ta }Am bam Jim bam lui ra ngoai.

May hom nay Ly Dung Tri khong bao gio say ngu, chi so nhd ¢ chuyén gi dot xuat. Hom nay, héin thira lic doan xe ra khoi kinh thanh, nhim it nghi
ngoi, tay trai bi nAm Am ap v cling, tran ngdp khip than thé.

Hin ning ma, 1ong mi thyre dai khé run nhu canh buém phe phéy, hin nhe nhudng mi mét, nhin noi 4m ap kia. Tir Pat dang ric mit vao chin, ban tay
hén bi 6 6m dya sat vao niit.



Than thé’mém mai dudi chin bong cudn lai nhur con tom, ngay ca lic hon mé vﬁn d& phong nhur thé sao? P& phong ai? Ly Dung Tri hoi ngip ngimg
trong choc 1at, lai khép mit, ban tay camnhdn rd go mé nho cling tirng hoi thd yéu 6t ctia co.

Mot Iat sau, Lam Ta lai goi khé & ngoai ctra:
“Vuong gia. Thé tir Tiéu Chu Qudc cau kién.”
“Tiéu Chu Qudc?”

“Da, hén ndi hai nim nay thudng xuyén dugc Tir Nhj ticu thur quan tim, hom dy han thiy Nhj ticu thur d6 mau thét khiéu, nghi 1 thin minh bj throng, cho
nén dua t6i bi duoc ctia Tigu Chu Quoc, cé thé bo nguyén khi.”

Ly Dung Tri trdm ngam trong chdc lat, khong mudn kinh dong dén Tir Pat, nhe giong noi:
“Ta nhé ra 1di, chinh i thé tir Tiéu Chu hom d6 voi vang di khai bao Tir at dé finh thuong?”’

“Da.” Lam T dap nho: “Khong biét héin nghe tin nay tir dau, biét dugc Tir Nhi tiéu thur b truc xuat. . . Bi bt lam nguoi cia Virong gia, nén kén it dén
day.”

“Ciing ding. Néu hin giong trong khua chiéng ma dén, tuong lai 6 Tay Huyén chic khong thé chiu ndi mt ngiy. Cau di ndi lai cho hén, c6 4y ¢6 bénh
trong ngudi khong thé tiép duoc, bon vuong thay it ¢6 nhan thude, sau khi Nhi co nuong tinh dy s& tyr minh giao lai cho ¢b, ciing s& ké cho cb biét
thé tir Tiéu Chu khé xir. Hoang tir Tay Huyén néu biét sg s& gay strc ép, xin thé tir Tiéu Chu mau chong vé phit chat tir dé tranh hau hoa.”

Khong bao lau sau, LAm Ta dua vao mdt vo thude.

“Tiéu Chu thé tir néi, néu i ngoai thurong, mdt ngay boi ba 1in; néu i ndi thirong, hoa vao nude ubng.”

Ly Dung Tri tr mjt tiéng, mim cudi don Ay, Han lai nhin v& phia than thé dang cudn trong chén kia, dat binh thuc xudng, nhe nhing xd¢ mdt goc chin
1én, dé dau ¢6 16 ra ngoai, kéo cd nghet tho ma chét.

Binh thuong nhin c6 rét ¢6 vé chi ca trong nha, ic ngi trén guong it lai ¢6 chit tré tho. Hin thiy ban tay minh bén canh khudn mit banh mét ctia ¢
trong cang trang sang hon, lamnguoi ta ¢6 mot loai xtc dong muodn nhin hai ban tay nay mon trén timg tac timg phan da thit cta ¢6, hin thoang nght, mét
16 mdt chiit nghi hodc voi chinh minh, vdi va dua mat qua cho khac, dung trén binh thudce, lai mim cuoi.

“Ngudi o gip, déu I nhimg ké loi dung ¢6 lic dau, sau d6 lai cam thiy hdi 16i.”” Han 6n nhu n6i, lp tirc goi khd: “Lam Ta.”

“LamTuday a.”

“Tiéu Chu thé tir di i sa0?”

“Céu ndi, thudc ctia Tiéu Chu tot hon hay ctia Pai Nguy t6t hon?”

“Néu ban vé y thuét, Tiéu Chu ciing Tay Huyén khong chénh nhau bao nhiéu, Pai Nguy lai t6t hon Tay Huyén rat nhidu, cac vi thudc ciing vay, néu
khong, s& khong c6 canh dai phu Tay Huyen, Tiéu Chu Iii krot dén Dai Nguy hoc hoi kinh nghiém nhur thé.” Lam Ta dap, nhin thiy tir cira xe dua ra binh
thubc ctia Tiéu Chu thé tir, voi vang don ly.

“Néu khong tic dung gi nhidu voi Nhj ¢b nurong, vy cau ting cho ngudi khéc hodic dem vé ding di.”

“Da.”
%k sk ok ok
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C6 ngudi xd¢ man xe Ién, khé khang n6i, nhu khong mubn Bm kinh dong ai:

“Lamsao vdy. .. Nguoi dit thé ndo vay ha? Sao ban tung toe nude udt hét cd Ay nhur thé?”

Tiéng ai vay nhi? C6 chut tirc gian.

“Lam T dai nhn, nd ty da dut thude rat can than, nhung Nhi tiéu thu udng ba ngum thi ¢6 hai ngum quén nudt, tit nhién gid ca ngudi cd déu. ..
“Khong phai i tring doc nén dau 6c c6 van dé chir?” Ngudi no nghe thiy tiéng bude chan, nhin lai. “Virong gia. ..

Vuong gia? Ai thé?

“Dém nay nghii cach ndu chit canh ca di.” Tiéng ndi ém i ri ra vao y thirc ctia ¢.



“Canh ca? Vuong gia, ching ta dang trén duong dima...”
C6 ngudi bude 1én xe ngura, ngdi xubng trude mét ¢d. Hin nhe nhang noi:
“Nhi ¢6 nuong, néu mét thi cir nghi ngoi, ti nay canh nu xong hdy an. C6 thich hai san, khong thé bo qua nhé.”

Trude mit ¢d rat mo, ¢6 bong mot nguoi dang noi chuyén, ¢ nhin khong rd, nhung ciing biét giong ndi nhe nhang d6 xuét phat tir ngudi ndy. Am thanh
tua anh troi ngay xuan thud ¢ chua Ién nim, am ap diu dang, vo ngudi an on.

C6 ¢6 chit mét moi, ndm trén tm chin mém

“A, ¢6 mubn cAm tay ta khong?” Mot ban tay gio Ién trude mit .

Cb theo ban niing tom Ky tay ngudi ndy ap vao mé, dong thoi cudn minh thit chit, tw bién thanh con tém, m6i an tm nhim mét ngg.
“Vurong gia, miy ngay nay c6 dy déu ki nhu thé. .. C6 anh huong gi dén du 6c khong?”

“Khong c6 gi déng ngai. Cau di lim chuyén ctia cau di, nguoi ciing hui xudng.”
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Chd o namvan nhe nhang dong dua, mdi lin hé miit ra, déu thdy mot ngudi méc 40 bao tring ngdi ngay bén canh. Dién nmao ngudi nay c6 khong thiy
10, nhung rét tot voi ¢o. .. Tot im. ..

“C an hét sach.” Ngudi nay dit bat xudng, mim cuoi thay c6 dém chén. “Nhung ¢ chi dn mdi canh ¢4, ta tron cai gi vao trong canh ¢6 ciing nhé ra.
Nhi c6 mrong, héa ra c6 chon k¥ thye d6.”

(C6 khong tra 101 héin, bung rét no, rét budn ngi, 6m Ky tay ngudi nay ghi vao long, tiép tuc nhap mdng
Hién ciiing khong ngiin can, chi thinh thoang thay déi tur thé dé c6 dé chiu.
“Vuong gia, O Pai cong tir ciu kién Tir nhi tiéu thr.” C6 ngudi néi nho.
“Tay Huyén O Pong Sinh sao...” . Giong ndi 4mép hoi trAm ngam, saudo cuoi kho: “Bon virong nén tyr minh gip hén, nhung Lam T cau xem, gio' ta
khong thé di duge. Cau dini cho O Dai cong tir, day 1 duong vé Pai Nguy. Mic ké Nhj co nuong n6i voi hin céi gl, hin van ki nguoi Tay Huyén,
khong thé di theo nira, modi hin tro vé di”

.. Vuong gia... Tuy rang 16i cho dé nghe 14 Nhi tiéu thur ho tong ngi ve Dai Neuy, nhung ky that la Virong gia bao v ¢6, chd c6 da khong vé duoc
nita. Nay co dén don, moi ngdy ngoai trlI an ubng, ai ndi chuyén vai ¢ ¢ ciing khong dé y, Vuong gia con lo Bing chidm séc cd nhur thé. .. Ly nhu Nhi
hoang tir Tay Huyén d dién, dudi theo. .

Day tim ¢6 run kén. Sinh lam nguoi Tay Huyén, chet lam quy Tay Huyén, ¢6 van nghi vy, ca doi c6 la vay. Nhung hién tai, ngudi tot nhat voi ¢o da di
10i, noi chon rau cét rén clia co ciing bi tude doat rdi. .. Thé gidi clia ¢d da sup do. .. Co con sdng sao? Con sdng thi co nghiia gi chir?

“Lam Ta, nam d6 lie ching ta roi Pai Nguy, du biét 16 mdt ngaty kia chéc chén trd vé ¢b thd, cau van khdng kim duoc tiéng khoe. Nay Nhi ¢b nuong
vinh vién khong thé trd lai qué hirong, néu cau 1 bdn virong, ciing s& lim nhur thé ma thoi”

“Vuong gia tim dia thién hrong, Lam Tt xAu hd khong bang,” Giong ndi tré thanh ué oai. Man ciing bubng xubng,

C6 mubn cudi ra tiéng. Bao vé ¢6? Ai vo tur bao vé Tir Pat? Ngudi ndy c6 1§ tim dia thién hrong, nhung, tim co van thAm trdm, chi s dii 1 e hén ddi
mét voi thude ha cung chung hoan nan van khong néi 101 that long,

Ngudi bao vé ¢b thue sur, da cin ludi t st trong nha nguc Tay Huyén rdi! Trén doi ny con ai bao vé ¢b nita?

Con séng, ching qua chi dé ngudi ta loi dung, ching qua chi im mot mat tro trong thé gidi nay pn thoi. Ai that tim di tot voi c6? Néu ngay do. .

mot vi Hoang cong tir thire su? Neu ngdy do. .. Vi Hoang cong tir d6 ¢6 the di voi ¢ thi that tot. . . Cho du roi khoi Tay Huyen, chi can c6 mit ngu’01
chan tinh & bén canh ¢d, bon ho c6 the tir tir hoa nhdp vao cudc song mdi, néu. . .Néu vi Hoang cong tir kia c6 thuc thi t6t biét nny . Tai sao lai khong
co?

C6 cham rai budng hai ban tay trong long ra.

Bdng dung, chii nhin ctia doi tay kia phét hién dong tic khéc thuong cta cd, ding strc siét chit tay co.

Chu nhan d6i tay d6, khé cti dau xudng, diu dang néi:

“Nhi c6 nrong, ta 1 Ly Dung Tri. C6 mét moi bao nhiéu niim, khong sao hét, ngi bao lu ciing khong sao hét, nhé tinh lai 1 duoc rdi.”



%k sk ok ok

Ammnt tiéng, xe ngira rung manh.
Canh c4 bén tung toe khiip noi, ngudi dut ¢d n khé tho dai mot tiéng, dat bat sang mot bén, Ay khéiin nhe nhang lau mit cho co.
Anh miit c6 dong lai trén chiéc bat khong mau séc.

“Hai ngay nay KkhAu vi ctia Nhj o nuong cai thién nhiéu, day 1a chuyén t6t.” Nguoino am ap cudi, giup c¢d gat mdt soi toc. “Doi dén Dai Neuy, nhi cd
nuong mudn an bao nhiéu hai san ciing dugce.”

Anh nhin ctia ¢6 chim ri chuyén qua khuon it mo hd cta hin.
Khée mbi hédn ludn Iubn cong, ca ngudi tro bui miy mit nhin khong 1 séc thai gi. Ai viy? Hoang cong tir?

Xe ngya lai rung mot c4i, co ngd nhao vao ong hén. Han theo ban ning dwa hai tay che dau ¢6 lai, doi cho xe 6n dinh méi d& c6 ngdi xubng, cudi hoi:
“Khoéng viée gi cha?”

C6 ngudi toe man xe, kéu: “Ly Dung Tri!”
Ngudi dan 6ng trude mit cd van khong nging dau, can than ning hai tay 6 1én, gitip ¢ lau réo timg giot nurdc.

Anh sang l6e Ién, thu hit cha y ctia 6, co mu6n quay dau nhin lai, nguoi dan 6ng diu dang ndy lai gio tay che khudt hai mt ¢6, khong gon chit hoang hdt
n6i: “Ay, dirng nhin. Nhi c6 nuong con dang finh dudng, khong chiu duoc kich thich dau.”

Keng mot tiéng, am thanh vang t6i tir noi anh séang phan xa, c6 khong cin thin nghe duoc, 1ién nhe nhang kéo hai ban tay dan 6ng dang che xudng, in
mili vao trong long ban tay do.

Miéng héin hoi cong Ién, miic ké hanh dong tré con ctia ¢, hoan toan khong nhin tir thi dang ndm bén canh xe. Khi héin phat hién c6 khong phai dang
ngtri mii canh ¢ vurong trén tay ma 1a dang hon long ban tay hin, khde miéng hian von dang cong Ién chot climg do.

Hén dang moé miéng dinh n6i, ngoai xe c6 ké 161 méy thi thé di chd khéc, kéu lén:
“Vuong gia khong viéc gi chir a?”

.. Khong c6 viéc gi. Lam T, ¢6 ké nao con song khong?”” Han nhin dong tic ctia ¢, nhe nhang n6i: “Dumg liém, van con canh, dé ta duit cho ¢6.” Hin
rut tay ra, rti 461 mét dai xudng, ndng bét canh lén.

“Péu chét sach.” Lam Ta nghién ring nghién loi. “Bon ndy khong phai son tic, 16 rang 1 mao danh son tic, thuc té B...”

“Néu déu I son tic, tirc i bon virong da gitp Tay Huyén trir hoa trén théo nguyén, triéu dinh TAy Huyén Iy ra khong thé truy ctru.”

... Vuong gia, O Dai cong tir di theo ching ta d& hon mot thang, t6i von khong kién nhén véi héin, ndo biét than thi hiin dich ndi trim ngudi nhu vay,
heén chi nguoi Tay Huyén bao han Ia chién tudng troi sinh. Lic ndly cling nho hin bao vé€ doan xe nay. .. Nhung bién gidi da ngay trude mat, ma han du
sao cling la ngudi Tay Huyén. ..”

“H6?” Ly Dung Tri khong chit d& y. Nhin c6 an canh ngon miéng, hin cuoi rt vui.

“Thudc ha thiy, hén than thi tuyét dinh, khip ca tir qudc ngudi co thé hon hén chiic khong t6i vai vi. Mot thuong ctia hin trong nhay mit ddm xuyén ba
nguoi, Tay Huyeén khong the ¢ twdong manh nhu vay duoc! Mon ha clia virong gia tuy ciing tai gidi, nhung thuc Iuc nhu hdn thi hinh nhu khong c6 ai,
Vuong gia tai sao khong thu nhan han?”

Ly Dung Tri cudi ndi: “O cong tir ddng y khong?”

“T6i nghi hin dong y! O Tay Huyén, hin chi c6 thé hat rong khat thirc, néu khong theo Virong gia roi khoi Tay Huyén, ching I& mudn cing. .. cing ..
Nhi ¢ nurong sao?”

Ly Dung Tri budng bat, nhin Tir Pat, mim cuoi noi: “Néu 14 ké tAm thirdng, bn virong cho dit coi hén nhu khach qua duong, hén cting s& tim cach tiép
can bon virong muru cau tién do ot dep; néu 1a ngudi tim cao chi I6n, ta lai khong tim cach thuyét phuc, nang sao c6 thé dé ta vao mét dugc.”

Lam Ta stng sdt, chi cam thiy 11 ndy ctia Vurong gia tira hd ¢6 ham nghiia khéc.

“L4Am T4, cdu béo, O Déng Sinh 12 loai nguoi thé ndo?” Han lo dang hoi. Pén Itc hoan hdn, hin phéat hién chinh minh dang nhe nhang thao chiée khuyén
tai varong viu ctia ¢ ra, kéo ¢ v0 y kéo giat lam bi thwong minh.

Hin hoi strng sdt, ngon tay bong nhién dimg lai.

“Chuyén nay. . .” Hon mot thing nay, vi O Pai cong tr kia bam theo doan xe, nhung chura tirng xun xoe bon ho mot 1An. C4u chua bao gio trd chuyén



v6i O Pdng Sinh cau ndo, nhung, mdt ngudi ¢é thé di theo bon ho hon mﬁt’théng chi vimit ]én gip Tir Pat, wira thdy bon ho ¢ sirc chong dd son tic,
lap tirc x06ng ra bao v€ cho ca doan nguroi trong d6 co Tir Pat, cau nghi chic cling khong thé 13 nguoi thuong,

“Hén da gitp bon virong d4nh Iui son tic, vay bon virong s& thire hién mdt nguyén vong ctia héin. Cau di hoi hén, hin muén cai gi? Bao hén suy nghi cho
ky.” Ly Dung Tri nhe giong n6i.

Lam T vui mimg qué di, finh ménh di, chi chbc 1at sau da tro vé, ndi:

“Vurong gia, O Pai cong tir ndi khong co nguyén vong gi, chi mong ¢6 thé gap nit Nhi tiéu thu mot 1at.”

“Thét khong?”” Han khong ngac nhién chit ndo. “Tinh trang bay gior cia Nhi ¢6 nurong khong dugc tt, cau da n6i rd véi hén chua?”’
“T6i da bao hén, Nhj tiéu thur thoi gian ndy dan don, ngay ca in udng ciing phai ¢ ngudi trong chimg. Han néi viy ciing khong sao.”

Thén sic Ly Dung Tri chot thoang qua mot bién ddi kho thiy, nhung van n6i: “Bao doan xe ctr tiép tuc di, mdi O Dai cong tir dén xe ndy. Néu 4o quin
hén lam mau nhiéw, phai di tim cai 40 khac cho han khoac kéo Nhi cd mrong hodng s¢.”

Lam Tu lai vang 0.
Ly Dung Tri kh thé' dai trong 1dng, 1di chot ngan ngo, khong hiéu tai sao minh lai tho' dai.

Khoe migng lai khé cong, héin dju dang gitp ¢6 kéo phéing 4o khodc. “Nhi ¢ nrong nghi ngoi da hai théng rdi, ciing dén lic nén tinh lai thoi. Néu...”
Han dinh n6i, néu khong thi chic 14, c6 muon tiép tuc tinh trang nhur vay hoai ta ciing s€ khong ngfin can, nhung 16i chura thoat ra khoi hong da thay ky la.

Chirng d6 thdi gian hén nhurong com sé 4o chiim soc cho ¢6, khong phai 1 chd ¢6 tinh lai, dé c6 chén thanh ban mang cho hin sao?
Tya nhur. .. C6 d6i v6i Tan Pai Vinh vay. . . Khong phai thyre mudn ¢6 chét vi héin, ma . .. Chi 1 dbi dai bing ca trai tim nhu v6i Tan Dai Vinh thoi. ..

Néu khong tinh i, im sao am vige cho hén? Xt théin phén cing hoan cénh bay gids cuia hiin, cin bén khong thé trrong ky chéim séc mdt ¢ nhéc nhé
ngan khong tinh duge.

“Co qua thure 1 phiic tinh, ding khéng? Xem xem, ta 1én chiéc xe ¢6 co ngdi, ai ciing khong thé imta bi thurong, Ia ke tai dan Tay Huyén khong nhan.
Nhan tai chan chinh cling phai ¢6 noi thich hop thi tai nang moi phat trién. Tir Pat, ¢ khong phai i khong xudt sic.” Lat sau, héin nhin c6, thé dai:
“Trong gidc ming ctia cd dang c6 Hoang cong tir? Néu i vi Hoang cong tir trong cam nhin ctia ¢ kia, vay c¢6 thé cham sc co ca doi”

Tir Pat von dang rii mét ngim dai lung trén 4o, khong hiéu sao, anh nhin lai chim rdi nang lén, dimg lai trén mét hén, bdn n¥it nhin nhau.

Anh miit kia mo mo ming mang, twra nhu khong biét minh dang ¢ d4u, nhur thé ndo. Han nhot nhat cudi, c6i xudng mon trang strc bén hong, deo In thit
lung ctia ¢d, diu dang néi:

“Lic trude Nhi c6 nrong c6 noi, Y Dai Nguy, hai san, phong tuc, dan tinh déu phong ph, lai quén bai Nguy va Tay Huyén von mot troi mdt vire. Tay
Huyén chi truong phuong hoang tim kira, nhung Pai Nguy khong nhur vay, thién tir Dai Nguy cam tinh con rong, bén canh kim long (rong vang) la doi.
Doi GBalNguybleutuong cho hongphuc Nhi ¢6 nurong, trong long ta ¢6 chinh | nhur thé. Pai Nguy 1a qué nha ta. .. Vi ta ma n6i, do 1 noi tt dep

hon Tay Huyén trdmngan ]an, ¢6 18 ic dau co chua quen kip, nhung dan dan chic chén s& thich mdt noi nhur vay.” Ngan ngir mdt lat, lai gifp ¢ vén
méy soi toc mai d6 xudng. Tiép theo, hén gio ban tay 4m ap ra che khuit mét 6.

Hién dua mit di chd khac, khé khang ndi:

“Ding nhin ta nhur vay. .. C6 nén tinh lai, ta khong cach ndo san séc 6 duge nhur thé nita du. ..”

sk ok ok ok

Mot ngudi dan ong tré tubi dep trai budc 1én xe ngyra. Dau tién, hin nhin Tir Dat dang ngdi phia trong mdt ci, rdi liéc vé phia Ly Dung Tri.

Ly Dung Tri cuoi nhur gié mat, noi:

“Néu 14 Itc binh thurong, ngwoi mubn néi chuyén gi voi Nhi ¢6 nurong, bén vuong d&u khong c6 quyén hoi dén, nhumg hom nay ¢b hoi mo mo hd hd,
khong thé tyr ch duoc hanh VL Bén virong néu da dai dién cho cb gip nguoi, tt nhién nén & bén canh coi séc. L ¢6 sai im gi, bdn vurong khong thé
dén bur cho Nhj ¢6 nurong ndi.”

O Pdng Sinh thu hdi anh it linh dam. Hin ngdi ddi dién Tir Pat, Ay tyr trong long ra lénh bai den mun, dat & giita hai nguoi.

Tiép theo, hin binh tinh nhin co.

Ly Dung Tri ciing khong n6i gi. Boi d6ng ttr 6n nhun dura anh nhin Eing dang ngoai ctra so Bén ngoai la giang son Tay Huyén hing vi, mura phim dan

chéo khong trung, khién déy nii tring diép phia xa xa tira nhur ¢6 suong tring mo mang quan quanh. DAy von i canh ndi rimg dep d&, im ngudi ta thich
thi ngéim nhin, nhung bay gio doan xe chi king &, déu tam tip di chuyén téi trudc.



Mura bui dan qua cira s6, Ly Dung Tri m6i hoi hoan hon, dé y thay ngén tay minh dang g5 nhip kén dau g01. Thong thuong, chi khi budn phién hozc bat
an héin moi c6 cir chi vo thire nay, nhung hién tai ching c6 nguy co de doa g, tai sao hén van am nhur thé?

Hién chura kip ngim nghi, chot thiy mura bui tir ctra s tat vao ngudi Tir Pat, khong n6i hai 14, sap cira lai.

Anh nhin Tir Pat ngdp tran mura bay. C6 hoi lo Fing, vi mén bui trude mét nhu phi kin givrdng ¢6, im ¢6 muén ngii ciing khong duoc.

Cb ciii d4u, bi vat trang strc hinh dang giéng nhur con doi deo bén hdng cudn hit, gio tay kéo kéo, nghe thiy nguoi ngdi bén canh diu dang cudi ndi:
“Ay, dimg kéo.” Mot doi tay tién vao tim nhin ctia ¢d, ngiin ¢d gidt no ra.

D6i tay miu xam tro ndy, ¢b nhin rit quen mit. Chi nhén déi tay nay ngdy ndo ciing dit com cho ¢6 an. C6 luon thim goi héin mot tiéng Hoang cong tir.

C6 mét mdi mudn nglt, mudn 161 doi tay ndy ap vao mé dé nhip mong, khong ngd tir giira long ban tay lanh [0 dang nim ly tay c6 nay, mot khdi gb roi
vao long ban tay co.

“Nhi tiéu thur, O Ddng Sinh d dén dung hen, c6 con nhé duge chuyén Iénh bai qua cira ngay d6?” Giong ndi sau kin xa x6i.
C6 khong hiéu im. .. Khong nho 13, ..

“Nhi tiéu thur, néu & Tay Huyen, t6i c6 thé chd ¢ binh phuyc lai, nhung nay da sap t61 bién gi6i gitra Tay Huyén va Pai Nguy roi. Vira vao Dai Nguy, Nhi
tiéu thur chéc chin s& viréng vao cudc tranh dua ngdi vi 1 hoang dé o Pai Nguy.” O Pdng Sinh khong dé y téi Ly Dung Tri dang nghe bén canh, néi thing;
“Cho nén, O Pdng Sinh khong thé khong tim cach gip nit tiéu thu mot lan.”

C6 cti mt, tuy ring doi tay ngudi nay lanh nhur bang, thau dén tan tim ¢, ¢6 van khong tim cach rit tay vé.

“Tién phu bi giam vao nguc, khong chiu ndi nhyc hinh tra tAn da phai can hedi i sat, sau khi chét tir thi bi dua di diéu hanh khép phd, I di toi duong
Truong Hleu, con ngwa kéo xéc cat vo hi vang khong chiu dinira, viéc ndy ddn vao trong cung, moi ngudi ai ndy déu cho ring viéc ndy do quy than
quy pha, lién sai ngudi thu tang tién phu qua loa, tiéu thu con nhé 13 viée nay?”

Tir Pat dau tién | nghe duoc bdn chit “cén hedi tur sat”, trong dAu trn ngdp canh turong mu twoi énh ng nén dat, lai nghe hin nhic t6i chuyén do, mot
chudi nhitng hinh anh u 4m hién Ién treée nt, canh moi khé giat giat.

O Pdng Sinh lai néi:

“Ngay didu phd d6, c¢6 va Tan Pai Vinh déu co mt. Tién phy trude khi vao ti 6 ndi, mot khi da that thé thi khong thé c6 ngay guong ddy, thong cho
dira con trai doc nht ctia 6ng tai hoa mot doi, tién d6 xan lan cudi ctng chi nhur den can hét dau. Ong ting diin do con trai doc nhat, ndu 0 gia van hanh
ma gitt duwoc dura con trai ndy, hru lai dugc huyet mach cubi ctng trén doi, khong cAn cha dap nhan cach ty trong di xun xoe bg do triéu dinh dé cAu ]ay
mdt chirc quan. Ong dém hét mot ot cac quan vién trong triéu, khi &ém t6i Tir gia, tién phu thd dai bao Tir Thai su von 1 618, s& khong nhing chan
vao ving nuée dyc nay, cac ¢ gii Tir gia déu i nhén trung long phuong (rong phurong gilta loai ngudi), cling giéng nhur con trai duy nhét, cao ngao dén
d6 khong bao gio dé tam dén thing trAm thé gian, chi duy c6 Tir Nhi tleu thu moi c6 thé dong cam gitip 45 O gia, nhung Nhi tiéu thur tai ning khong du,
qua thuc dang tiéc.” Han dimg 101, am diéu lanh nhur bang bong ha xuong, nhin ¢6 khong chop mét, n6i: “Neay do, O Pong Sinh am an xin trén duong
Trudng Hiéu, bj bat phai tan mt nhin than x4c tién phy bi gidy vo nhu thé nao. Ngiy do, han nghi doi von clnng hon gi nhur thé, cting Bim thi wirt bo tinh
ménh nay ki xong, Nao biét, lai xay dén sur tinh nay, hin khong tin quy than, Bp tirc Nhi tiéu thu ¢ mit & do, hin lai nghi Chép kimngd Tan Dai Vinh
tham khong danh long ha thi.”

C6 hbt hoang nhé t6i, chuyén d6 qué thuc i do chinh minh gy nén.

Khi d6, ¢6 ngn ngir that lu, trén duong Trudng Hiéu c6 ngudi con trai, néu phéi tin mét thiy cha minh ra ndng ndi nhu vAy, im sao m chiu ndi? Du
c0 tram sai ngan sai di nita, nguoi cling da chet roj, toi gi lién luy dén con cai cia ho?

Liic 4y, ¢ con nghi, néu i Tir Hoi hodic Tir Trre, nhét dinh c6 thé nghi ra trim ngan phwong phép tot hon nhiéu, khong can kén kit Am thim nhur ¢6. ..
“_.. Qua nhién. .. La NHhj tiéu thu sao...”

Thanh 4m kia nhe nhang linh lanh, hai mé ¢6 ciing kinh lanh. Canh sic md mit bui mi trude mét ¢6 bong bt dau chuyén dong chao déo.

“Con chéau O gia mot doi hat rong khét thuc, Nhi tiéu thur mic dir da chude O Pong Sinh ra, nhung hén vin mang thin phannb I, lan nay ra khoi kinh
thanh i hén lén It di theo. Néu nhur Nhi tiéu thur rmon 0 lai Tay Huyen, bat luan hoang that Tay Huyen hai c6 ép ¢6 nhur thé ndo, hén déu liéu minh bao
vé. NéuNhi tleu thur tht syr tro thanh lyc binh khong 1é trbi dat, vinh vién khong trd vé Tay Huyén nira, O Pong Sinh ciing s& nhur ¢6, bién thanh ké c6
nha khong thé vé, ké khong t6 tong ngudn coi.”

Nude mit ctia ¢d nhu nhitng vién trén chau dit chi khong nglmg hat, timg giot tlmg giot thinh Eing roi xudng 4o bao. Séc byi mit my mong lung trude
nit bi cat manh mdt gde, 10 ra mau mau khd dam

Nhitng hinh anh r6i rac hién lén.

Liic c6 nam tudi bi Vién D6 dai sur tién doan sb phan, hanh phiic, siu nio, bi loi dung, bi so sanh.



Dém homd6 ¢ tiéu quan quén, c6 nhitng twéng minh da tim dwroc ban dodi, cudi cing ¢ ddc van hoan ¢d doe. C6 khong can hén Ky vai tro clia mbt
nguoi dan 6ng d€ bao vé ¢o, chi can han chap nhin cd, khong sg 101 ra tiéng vao, chi can han thét tinh vo tur lam ban bén canh ¢, nao bict, 6ng troi van
lu6n thich dua gidn co.

Chéing nhitng khién c6 tir hanh phiic ngdl xubng h sau thit vong, con Bm ngudi duy nhét tht tinh d6i xir v6i ¢d chét oan chét ubng.

Vimjt dém hom do, thé gioi yén binh ctia ¢d da hoan toan sup do, ¢6 tha chét vi con cia thii finh, ciing khong mudn rdi khoi Tay Huyén; C tha nhdn
hét nhitng ky thi do 101 ti€n doan ctia Vién D6 dai su, chi can Tan Dai Vinh sdng sot.

C5 chép nhin gidc mong tim ban doi tan tanh sup do, chi mudn duge tré lai nhur ngaty xura!
C5 khong mudn thiy, nhung canh vat trudc it da bat dau hién Ién timg sic thai khéc nhau.
Mau sic dAu tién len vao d6i miit dAm & cta cd, 1B mot sic trang t["éng nhan nhat, & bén phai.
Ly Dung Tri

Mau cta clﬁég xe ngua, 1énh bai den nhur mun trong tay, 4o choang xanh biéc nhur ngoc, con ¢ ta 4o tring trong tréo nhung lanh ling ctia O Pong Sinh
ngay trude mat.

Thén sic ¢6 rat kho do, anh mét lai bat du mil mit swong,

danghlcohanphzuchet, khong thé nghi ngo. Co.. . d4 nghif riing 6 chét ¢6 y nghiia. C6. .. da nghii khi ¢6 phuc hoi lai tinh than, chinh I mdt cude
dmkhac 16t cude ciing ¢6 thé vui mirng hoan hi ma sdng, khong con bi hai chit Tir Pat hanh ha nira.

Hoéa ra, sau khi tinh lai, ¢6 van I Tir Pat. ..

Van 12 Tir Pat bi ngudi loi dung ma thoi.

sk ok sk ok

Gi6 dém thdi vao trong xe, ¢6 m6 mét, chim chi nhin néc xe mot lic Au moi ngdi thing day.

Ngu bén canh 12 ¢6 ty nit chamsdc ¢6 & Tir trach, c6 thé thiy ¢6 gai nay duoc Ly Dung Tri tin trdng trong dung vo cling, moi ¢6 thé mang thing vé Pai
Nguy nhur vdy.

Xe ngura hét strc rong rii, nga hai ngudi cling khong co van dé g hién nhién Ly Dung Tn' d4 coi c6 hidn nhur chi xe. C6 cti dau, thiy trén nguoi vanlay
phuc Tay Huyén nhu trude, cam thiy hoi inh lanh, thuén tay cam kén chiéc 4o khoac sdm mau. Thoang nhin qua chiéc tii nho trén xe, c6 Ay tir d6 dong
tam két nhét vao trong long, déy cira xe ra nhay xung,

Pua mét nhin bong dém tham thim, chi c6 anh trang, ra tr’ai bap bung chiéu sang, C6 kh& nheo mit, thir nhin ra phl’q xa, lai phét hién thi Iurc ctia minh i
khong rd rang nhur e trudc, xe ngwra chi khoang muroi chiee. .. Doan xe nay that 1 it nha. C6 cir nghi, doan xe tro vé ¢6 quoc cua thai tir Pai Nguy han
phai ting hiu lam, tai sao lai. .. chi don gian nhur vay?

Mot mii thom dura t6i kim con séu trong bung ¢6 réo dm1 C6 di dén bén canh dong lira trai, tim thir xem dém nay ¢6 con com canh thira gi hay khong,
Mat ¢6 hoi sang 1én, anh nhin dirng lai trén mdt chén canh s0 con sot.

C6 khéng ¢6 tinh di 1én It, vai nguoi dang thiu thiu ng thy c6 dén, lai nhim it lai.
Lam Ta dén phién truc dém, vira th?iy Tir Pat tir minh xuéng xe, lAm bam:

“Thyc I lanh loi nha. ..” C6 gdi thudng ngiy dAn don nay c6 miy lan nira dém doi bung, biét tyr minh xubng xe kiém dd an. Lan dau tién con d4 d6 cai
i trén bép lira, bi thuong hai tay, lam ca Vuong gia cling hoang hét, nhin chim chém ban tay c6 ca nira ngau. Sau d6 con sai mdt ty nit coi soc ¢d, néu

A A

¢d nira dém doi bung, s& bao ty nir hAm mot bét canh dé ¢6 an.
C4u khong biét c6 nén ndi hay khong, ring thir ra ¢d gai ndy mang rit Ién, doi ciing khong chét duoc dau.

Tuy vay, cauvan budc t6i trude, can than mic canh gitp cd. “Nhj cd mrong bo bira chiéu, biét co chic chin s& d6i, Vuong gia Van giit ndi hamnay liu
riu Itra khong tat Bu01 chiéu ¢6 khoc dén nhur vay, con tudng cd tinh to lai rdi chir.” Ai ngdy ¢6 khoc xong ngi luon, cudi cling Vurong gia van khong nbi
mot 1o, d& ¢6 ndm xuong

Tir Bat khong dé y cau dang suy nghi rét lung, tay bung bét tién vao tit sau trong rimg. C6 tim mdt tang d4 to, noi anh tring xuyén qua tan 1 chiéu xudng
dé ngdi, dua lén miéng mdt mudng canh nho.

13

.7 Khudn mit xinh dep ctia ¢6 hoan toan suy sup. “Vuong gia, ddy thit sw |2 mén canh ma miy hom nay ngaty ndo toi ciing 3n sao?”

“Liic dau canh c4 1 hang that gia that, nhung sau thuc sur tim khong ra, danh phai mua mémso [1] ¢ chd thurong lir ding tam.” Am thanh 4m &p vang Ién



ttr sau hung co.

Miéng ¢6 hoi gidt gidt. Tuy l?iét hén da cb ghng hét sirc, nhung ctr nghi @én canh subt méy hom nay minh coi cai mén ndy 1 canh ca thom ngon, ¢6 cir
cam thay nhur dang bi Itra doi trang trgn thé tham,

C6 thich an hai san, nhung ¢ Tay Huyén hai san rét ft, hodic néu khong thi ciing quy hiém vo cung. Tuy 6 biét hurong vi ctia méim sd khong thé nao so
sanh voi hai san twoi sdng, van rang vét hét tién dé danh, 6m hét céc thé loai mim ¢ & Tay Huyén vé dé vong mai chi khét [2].

Thiét tinh. . . Rat kho an, boi vay ¢6 the thay duoc miy nguoi sdng i cir mo mo ming mang thi dé b kira hét chd ndi. .. Nhung ning luc tuong bo clia
¢ ciing thire gioi giang, cho nén, ¢6 van tiép tuc an!

Ly Dung Tri vén 40 bao, ngdi xudng tang da bén canh cb.

Anh tring rudi ruoi soi xudng dinh dau ¢, khi‘én quanh ngudi ¢6 nhur duge bao phi mot vang sang lip lanh bac. C6 méc phuong hoang bao mdt thurde,
sc 40 den thAm, hoa vin chim phurong théu bang chi kim tuyén dudi anh tring tira nhu dang giang canh sip bay, quan quyt bén canh c6 géi ¢ gwong
it tinh lang,

Dling vy, tht ca séng gié déu da bi o dim xubng dudi khudn niit than nhién d6, 6 khong con I ¢d nhoe ngiy d6 bi thirong can ngudi chdm soc nita,
khong bao gio.

Nghii ¢én d6, Ly Dung Tri dura it di chd khac, khong nhin ¢6 nita.
Tir Pat léng lang cuoi, khe noi:

“Vuong gia, t0i thity chung van khong hiéu, lam hoang dé Pai Nguy thi c6 g 6t co chir? Ngai chi duge cudi mdt virong hau, khong thé so véi phi hd
binh thuong ba vo bén thlep, cang khong bi duoc hoang thurgng Tay Huyen tam cung lyc vién. Lam hoang dé, an ciing in khong ngon, rau qua duong
mia ching thé ném mjt lAn, cang khong c6 cach nao ng duge cho day gidc, mbi ngay troi chua rang sang da phai tré ddy Ién triéu. Thong tri thién ha,
nhin ¢ vé nhu la quyen loi cao nhét, ky tht nhitng tam huyét, nhitng cai gid phai tra trong d6 thi khong phai thir nguoi binh thudng c6 thé chiu dung
duoc. Tir Pat thdy Virong gia ciing khong phai hang ngudi ngu ngde tham lam gi, con dudng trong lai nay thire rét khé di do.”

Ly Dung Tri nghe vy, nhe nhang cuoi dap:

“Ding viy, am hoang dé Pai Nguy thi c6 gi tdt co chir? Nhung con dudng ndy ta khong thé khong di duoc.”
Tir Pat mim mbi: “Vurong gia ¢6 mudn nghe mdt vai cau chuyén lic Tir Pat con nho?”

“Dung Tri rét mubn duoc nghe.”

“0, chuyén t6i dugc doan ménh thud nim tudi chéc hin Vuong gia da biét. Khi d6, dit trude mét Tiéu Tir Pat chi c6 mdt con dudng bt tai tim
thuong, trong long n6 rat khong phuc, 3 rang déu 13 chi em mdt me sinh ra, tai sao lai kém cdi hon chit? Cho nén Tiéu Tir Pat luon ¢ gﬁng hoc tap, van
6t vo hay, nghi 1é hoang cung, thé cuc ttr qudc, déu tn tim trau doi. . . Pang tiéc VE~11’1 khong béng hai chi em rudt, 1o nhd 10 mdt nAmndo ¢ ké mdn
khéch ndi danh bao mubn du quan vio dudi truéng, n6 vo ctng mimg r3, nghi rang nhimg phan dAu cta minh cubi cing cting duoc dén dap, nao

hay. ..”” C6 nhéch miéng cudi: “Nao hay Buong Quy bao Tur Hoi chuyen 101 lai, vi nhan tai kia chéing qua 1 ké tham quyén khat thé, timg mubn vao dudi
trudng Tir Hoi nhung khong 6 két qua, mudn thong qua Tir Pat dé budc vao Tir phit.”

“Tir Hoi ngay tir ic nho da két giao ctng cac ky nhan di sco thé keéu goi quy than, Puong Quy 1a mit ké trong d6. Nang ta khong thich t6i ]am, u, nén
khién moi ngudi cting khong muodn t6i gan 61, ¢ mot An, t6i chdng qua chi tién gin mdt chit, nang ta 1ién nhin khong duoc phunra, 6i lén Kkhép ca nguoi
t61.”” C6 tho dai, nhic dén doan diy xau hd nay, trong long d vo cting binh tinh, ddy c6 phéi la ¢6 da triét duoc khong it thét tinh luc duc [3]? C6 bét
cuol, lai noi: “Vuong gia, con nhé giao thira nim ay t6i nham chirc Phuong Vi Lénh, ngai i biét nhét dinh t6i s& & Bach Lac Quén, chd cta cac chét tir, vi
thé bat dong thanh sac c6 y doi ty thi & Bach Lac Quan, lay bao dao kim phan thuong. . . Qua nhién, cy bao dao kia thye may mén d roi vio tay toi”

Thin séc Ly Dung Tri khong thay d6i, vin 4m ap hoa nhi nhu trudc.
Co6 cuot:

“Vurong gia dang & tha hwrong, lai quan tim dén ca nhimg viée bé mon ctia mdt Tir Pat nhé nhoi bén canh, qué thue vat va vo cing. Ngai biét t6i thuin
ca tay tréi tay phai, luon lu6n tim kiém mot cay trudng dao thich hop ca hai tay. Ngai tim bao dao cho t6i, chim soc Ky long nhur vy, Tir Pat qué thuce
1a “thy chi hiru quy’ (x4u hé ma nhan), hai ndim nay chi tiéc ciing khong bit dp duge hét cong san soc clia Virong gia.” Lt sau, ¢6 van mim cudi, bao:
“Toi nghi Virong gia da hay, vai ngay trude Bic Puong Vurong gia 6 gip qua toi. Ngai dy biét Tir at vi 1oi tién doan ctia Vién D6 ma phai chiu kho
50, dinh dich than di tim Vién D6 dai su tinh ménh bay ba kia, danh o mdt trén dé gitip t6i trit gin. Az phuong phép Ay long ciia céc ngai ciing thure
phirc tap khién t6i quy trong, qua i cam mén thure s, Tir Pat 6 tai dire gi chir? C6 tai dirc gi chir?”

“Lic xura, 61 lubn luén mo vong trg thanh phurong hoang, thure ra chi la mt con qua den tur kira minh ddi nguroi thoi. Qua den sao c6 thé bién phuong
hoang, dao Iy nay t6i rt cuc da hiéu.” C6 coi xudng vat trang sirc hinh doi deo bén hong, dua tdi trude it hin. “Virong gia chéc hin ciing chua timg
nghe chuyén qua den bién thanh phwong hoang nhi.”

Do6i méit den trong veo nhudn nhi chéim chéim nhin ¢6, khong hé nhan ly.



Cb cuoi, khd khom ngudi vé trude deo con doi vao bén hong hén. Co ngang dau, mét sang ruc, noi:

“Con doi bén canh,rc‘sng vang tuyét doi khong phai Tir Dat, nhung Tir Pat c6 an tt béo. Tir c4i ngdy Tir Pat udng thude doc & Tay Huyén kia trd vé
sau, coi nhu da chét mjt lan. Vuong gia muon loi dung Tir Pat thi ctr loi dung hét minh di. Néu Tir Pat mit doi binh thuén, ¢6 the lim cho Vuong gia
thuan loi 1én ngdi, vay Tir Pat dui chét ciing s& gitp Vuong gia diing co Hoang dé.” Dirt 14, ¢6 lai Iy tir trong long ra chiéc dong tim két, cuoi, ngay
trude mit Ly Dung Tri, khong mbt chit do dy thdo ra.

Chi chdc sau dong tam két da trd thanh mot soi ddy d6 binh thurong,

(Cb sang sang cudi: “Néu trén doi nay da khong co ngudi that tinh dbi dai, c6 né thi co tic dung gi chr?”

Ly Dung Tri nhin chidm chim soi diy do thim kia trong chdc Iat, lai chim ri giwong mét chim chi nhin c6.

“Vuong gia?”

“... Sao?”

“Lic Vuong gia n6i chuyén, ludn mim cuoi, Tir Pat khong thé nhin ra d6 1 chén tinh hay gia y, nhung thoi gian nay Virong gia tw minh cham séc Tir Dat
la s thit. Virong gia doi dai voi ngudi ngoai udn ludn chén thét, cho dula lay long mt ké ciing s& danh khong it tamhuyet, nhung, tam huyet trao di
qué nhiéu, can thin kéo ngay ca chinh minh ciing v6 thirc d&m vao. Tir Dat tur minh hiéu dugc, khong phéi vd doan, nhung tuong lai chac chén phai c6
phuong hoang hodc con doi thyc s dang gid v6i cong stre bo ra, Vuong gia lic dang chudc 1ong nguoi bt cin doa vao mé mudi, mudn thodt ra ciing
rat kho.” C thue tAm thue y oL

Hai thang ndy ¢6 chi mo mo hd hd qua ngay, nhungnhzftt ctr nhat dng bén ngoai co van nho rét 16 rang, Ly Dung Tri khong dé tay nguoi khac cham soc
c0, chinh 14 danh cugc xem trong thoi gian d6 cd c6 the cam giac duoc ai doi tot voi minh khong, khong phai sao?

Chang 18 & Tay Huyén hén song qué subn sé, khong c6 ai coi hén 1 c4i dinh trong niit. Han giao hao cyec tt ctng cdc quan vién, thai tir, nguoi hau day
t¢ déu nguyén ban mang vi lmn, boi vi hin Ay “chan tinh” dé chudc 1ong ngudi, thanh thyre tra gia nhur vay. . . Néu hin khong lira chinh minh thit tim
trudc, sao co thé cam dong dén ngudi khac?

C6 phéi noi, ¢ b thu mua thyee thanh cong, néu hiéin khong phéi hoang tir, ¢6 thit ding B nguyén y ctr bj ira nhur vy, 10 théing hén dén mot dinh ndi ndo
d6 o bai Nguy chung song ca doi.

“Séc mit Nhi ¢6 nrong c6 chit thd than, khong bang vé xe nghi ngoi trude di”” Han nhe giong ndi.
Cb gat dau dap vang, ddo mit qua hin mot cai, roi nhanh chong Iy lai binh finh nhin hin.
“Sao?” Han diu dang mim cudi.

“... Vuong gia c6 v& rat vui.” Vira rdi hinh nhu ¢6 nhin Amrdi, trén guong niit tuAn th ctia Ly Dung Tri c6 mdt mat tiéc nudi cuc damma gio da bi xéa
sach. Han con co céi gi d€ ma tiéc nudi? Khong phai cd da cam tam tinh nguyén ban mang cho han sao?

“Ding vdy, nay Nhi ¢6 nurong da hoan toan binh phuc, lai quyét dinh theo ta vé Pai Nguy, ta tét nhién ki vui ming.”” Han nhe nhang dép.

C6 nhin hdn, khong dé tam thém nira, di theo hén trd vé trai.

Lic thiy O Pong Sinh dang ngdi dudi mit gbe cay phia xa dudng than, sic mit ¢ diu hén xudng, bude nhanh dén trude it hin,

“O Pai cong tir... VAt va cho anh roi.”

“Nhi tiéu thur da tinh lai r6i sao?”

C6 nhin théing hén, n6i: “O Dai cong tir xin dirg dé chuyén cil trong long, Néu doi lai 1 Tir True, Tir Hoi & ddy, nhat dinh s& lim duroc nhidu viéc hon
t01 gap tram ngan lan. Ngay d6 Tir Pat cho anh mot 161 hira hen, nhung bay gio. ..” C6 cuoi kho: “Chi toan la cong da trang, Néu Dai cong tir khong
ché, vay cung di Bai Nguy vai to1 di.”

Doi mit den thAm ham chira mdt y tir ndo do, lanh king hrét qua 6 nhin Ly Dung Tri, n6i:

“Nhi tiéu thur ¢6 biét 15, néu theo hin trés vé& Dai Nguy thi s& gip phai nhiing chuyén gi?”

C0 tho dai mdt tiéng: “Tir Dat bét tai bét tai, dwoc Vurong gia gitp dd it nhicu, ¢6 an khong béo khong phai tinh céch Tir Pat. Doi sau khi Virong gia
dang co, Tur Pat lién roi khéi dat nude ngai ay. Thién ha to 16n, chang 1€ khong c6 duoc cho Tir Pat mdt chod dung than?”

“Nhi tiéu thur néu da quyét dinh, O Ddng Sinh chic chéin s& ving theo.”

Tir Pat thye sw cam thiy tiéc han cho anh chang “thién chi kiéu tir’ (con cung ctia trof) ndy. RS rang nén & Tay Huyén giang canh trén chin ting may, lai
bi phy than lién lyy hat rong khét thire. Néu ngudi gip ¢ Tay Tam ]au h6m do khong phai ¢6, ma 1a Tir True, hom nay hén tuyét s& khong phai hru lac
khoi noi chon rau cat ron, tham chi mai ny ndm xwrong tan ciing nam lai noi dat khach.



Nghi den day, trong long ¢6 thye dy ndy. Long da xau hd, nét nit lp tirc ciing mém xubng, ngudi Tay Huyén trong mdt nha duong nhién khong can cau
né dai tiét tiéu tiét, ciing khong phan chia nam nit gi nita. C6 gio tay ra cho hén.

O Pdng Sinh nhurdng mi, nhe dén ndi khong nhan ra dugc, ciing chim rdi gio tay ra.

Co némchat ]éy, str luc kia Bm O Déng Sinh khong thé khong str dung mdt luc tuong tur siét chat.

“Dai cong ti, ti danh ngodi thin ndy chang lién quan gi dén anh c4, anh tim chi cao thuong, di theo Tir Pat tuyét ddi 1 ty khuat Pai cong tir. Anh réng
nhin mdt chut, sau ndy trong triéu nf:u ¢6 ai lat lai ban an cta O dai nljén, aph lién CQ thé quang minh chinh dai trd' v&. Lan ndy anh cr cho Ia d}' du lich, tur
tuong s& thoang dang hon. Vién D6 dai sur timg n6i, nhan dao luan hoi, cudi cuing van lién quan véi nhau, doi nay anh vui mimg hanh phuc, kiép t6i nhat
dinh nhan sinh vién min. Néu doi nay dang ngot gi cling phai ném, vay ¢t &€ minh hoan hi mdt chiit mdi hay.” C6 thanh khan noi.

Gi6 dém luwdt qua mat, gii bay chiéc 4o bao tring tuyét ctia hdn, ta 4o den nhur dém ctia ¢6 chura bude, nhudm sic vao anh tring sang 1, nhu bau troi
sao lang & d6 xudng song khuya.

Anh miit O Pdng Sinh séang ngoi, dimg ni trén gurong nit turoi cudi clia co. Hén 1hd, lic & kinh d6 Tay Huyén £3p phai ¢o, tham nghil phurong hoang
sinh qua den, vi thé khinh thudng quay bude tranh né. Mai dén gio phut ndy, hin méi thue sy hiu duge Tay Huyén Tur Dat.

“Nhi tiéu thu, t0i hiéu rdi.” Hén dép.
C6 nghe vay, tho phao nhe nhom: “Hiéu duoc I t6t rdi, hiéu duoc 1 t6t rdi.” C6 cudi hip mt, xoay ngudi bude Vvé xe ngua, thay Ly Dung Tri van dtmg

phia sau cd, tay 40 bao tring It phat bay, trong cao quy dep d& lai c6 vai phan ¢ tich. C6 Iic dau ngan ngudi, sau d6 6m quyén thd dai, ni: “Virong
gia di nghi sém di, thoi gian ndy qua 1 vat va cho ngai roi.”

N6i xong, ciing héin song bude vé xe nghi ngoi.

[1]: Mém so: raw 3 #&§#1:% — cép 1i thang, convert | trong s0. .. Minh tra chit “twong” trong Thidu Chiru thi n6 ra nhu vay:

1: Ding céc thir d4u, ngd, gao, ngdm i ndu gan, cho mudi vao dé chAm cho mén goi 14 “turong”,

2: Cac mon d6 an damnat.

Con tra Baidu thi ra mon nay: http7/baike.baidu.comyview/6072076.htm

Nén man phép dé 13 “mint” vay, du minh biét Viét Nam khong c6 mimso ; ;

[2]: Vong mai chi khét (2245 1 ;8) — trong mo d& khat: Trong tiéu thuyét “Tam quc dién nghia” ctia Trung Qudc c6 mit doan ké vé chuyén Tao Thao
dan dai quin hanh quan duong xa. Doc duong, trdi nong nure, xung quanh khong ¢6 nuée, tudng siai cing khat khd hong. Tao Thao beén nghiira mot
cach, bao rang: “Phia trude khong xa c6 rimg mo”. Moi nguoi nghe n6i, chot nghi dén vi chua cta mo, ai cling deu tra nurée bot, thay do khat. D6 chinh
la dién tich “vong mai chi khat” duoc nhi€u ngudi bigt toi. Cum “vong mai chi khat” thuong duge ding voi nghia lay do tuwong dé tyr an ui.
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nhin thiy séc dep; Thinh duc: ham nmudn nghe am thanh ém tai; Huong dyc: ham mu6n ngiri mii thom d& chiu; Vi dyc: ham mudn mon an ngon miéng;
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Ban dang doc truyén Chi La Hoang Hu duoc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chwong 7

“Léy song Lé lam ranh gi6i, kia chinh Iz Pai Nguy, nhung miy nim nay song Lé da kiét nude, khong can dimg thuyén, di thing uon ciing duge.” Ly
Dung Tri huréng niit nhin sac troi ngodi xe, bao nguoi danh xe. “Dém nay khong can di nita, ngi lai ¢ thi tran nhd gan ddy, sang som mai s€ qua song.”

Thi vé bén ngoai vang 101 bude di.

Tir Pat ngdi & mdt goc bén trong xe, cudi ndi: “Pa ta Vurong gia quan tim.”

“Nhj ¢6 nurong nhin ¢6 vé da hoi phyc t6t, nhung khudn mit van con ti nht, trén dudng c6 nhiu bat tién, khong thé tim dai phu gioi dé kham, chos vé
deén Pai Nguy phai moi dai phu kiém tra toan bo mdt lan méi dwoe.”

C6 liéc miit nhin héin, trong long biét hiin khong hé tin twéng dai phu Tay Huyén. Phin lon ngwdi Tay Huyén song chi khoang dén néim muroi tudi, c6 thé
dat ngudng sdu muoi da Ia hiem, nhung Pai Nguy khong nhu vay —
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C6 hoi khom vé phia hén, hoi thue than bi:
“Vurong gia, nghe n6i ngudi gia & Dai Nguy thue su c6 ké sdng dén bay, tam muroi?”

Dang vé ¢6 nhu con nit 0 mo, lim khoe miéng hén kh& nhéch. Hin noi: “Nhan sinh thit thp ¢d lai hy [1], nhung 6 Bai Nguy qua that khong chi co mbt
ngudi song dén bay muroi, ta con nhd ndm do trén dudng dén Tay Huyén, timg gip vai nguoi tam muroi tudi trén dat Pai Nguy.”

C chép mit méy cai, hoi khong tin ndi, lai hoi: “Nép nhan day mat?”

Hén bi biéu tinh ctia ¢6 lam khong kim duge nd nu cuoi. “Nép nhan dﬁy mat.”
“Rang rung hét tron?”

“Chuyén nay thi ta khong dé y.” Hin cudi thanh tiéng,

C6 hoi nhuéng mi, khong binh ludn gi thém. C6 Ta &ch ngdi day giéng, & kinh d6 Tay Huyén muroi chin 1nam, chua timg gip qua ai song dén bay muoi
hét. O Tay Huyén virong muroi da tinh I gia, mét may phu than tuy duoc chim soc k luong, nhung déng ndo da nam muroi lim rdi, ddy ciing 1 nguyén
nhan hai nAm nay phu thn bé cudc trong viée tao lai mit em bé khac.

Gia nhu vay thi §6ng Jam gi nhi? Mt nhin dén mirc nguoi thin ngd khong ra, ring co rung sach s&, ngay ca giudng ciing Ién khong dugc, doi ic do thue
la chan nan. Chang nhu nguoi Tay Huyen, thi€u dot thanh xuén ngay tudi con xanh dén hau nhur can kiét.

C6 lai kén It liéc Ly Dung Tri mot cai. Thir trong turong mdt chang trai tuAn ti tao nha tuyét trin nhur vay lai trd nén nép nhin day mit nhur hoa ciic xoe
19, ¢d thiét tan v3 cdi long,

Co ma 15 rang 13, hoang thit Tay Huyén v6 ciing thich th véi hinh déng hoa ciic xde canh trén mt, ic ndo ciing phéi thy thudc qua Pai Nguy hoc hoi
kinh nghiém, mong moi s& c6 nhicu hoa no trén miét hon nita.

Ciing kho trach Ly Dung Tri khong thé ndo tin cdy thiy thuoc Tay Huyen Pai phu & Tay Huyén Itic ké don chita bénh hay bc nhimng loai thube rat
nang, aé trongthmglannhanhnhat gitp co thé hdi phyc vé trang thai gin nhur ban dau. Y nhur ¢6 bay i vay, ching ai nhin ra miy thang trude ¢o da
thét khiéu tn tn méu db ca.

C6 lai chop chdp doi mét hoi md mo, 1di qua khdng c6 viée gi limnén bao Ly Dung Tri gidng giai cho ¢6 vé quy ché phép ludt & Pai Nguy.

Ché d6 & Pai Nguy khong khac v6i Tay Huyen cho Fim. ... A, phong tuc hoi bao thit, lim kh6 hoang tir Ly Dung Tri vén bao thi nhung lai sbng & dat
Téy Huyén phong khoang nhiéu nam nhur vay.

Quy ché phép luit khong dé cap dén an oén tinh ciru trong hoang thzit Pai Nguy hién gid, ¢6 chi tinh cd nghe Lam Td nhic t6i. Pai Nguy mdt virong mot
hau muroi hal phi, nim hoang t, Ly Dung Tri dung hang thir ba von 1 vo duyén véi ngdi vi hoang de nhung néim ngodi thai tir Pai Nguy thit dure, long
nhan (mét rong, y chi vua) gidn dir vo cling phé b thai tir, von c6 ¥ p Nhi hoang tir én, nhung cudi cing nidm nay lai ban chi lip Ly Dung Tri thanh thai
tir.

C0 nh 1o, lic Lam Té n6i dén doan nay, khéo Ko né di nguyén nhan. C6 ngh, ¢6 1& | Ly Dung Trj da ngdm muru mb gi d6, ciing ¢6 thé 1, nguoi bi hin
nua chude trong tricu dinh Pai Nguy qua nhiu di. . .

Cac quéc gia trong thién ha déu co thoa thuan ng?lm, néu chét tir thanh vua s& duoc dua trd vé, chon hoang toc hoejﬂc thé tir khac dam nhiém vai trod chit
tr. Nhung chuyén ndy ciing chi 1a thda thuan miéng, chura tirng xay dén bao gio, boi vi hau hét cac chat tir bi trao d6i déu khong 6 co voi tay dén ngdi
vi hoang dé.

Hén cuoi n6i: “Nhi ¢6 nirong sao lai nhin ta nhur vay?”

C6 nghiéng du, méi toc den ty do x3a tung trén san xe. NOi:

“Tir Pat nghi. .. Lic xua ¢ Tay Huyén tirng nghe 16i quy ché Pai Nguy mt virong mdt hiu, tuy da ¢6 vai quin virong khong hé theo ché do ndy, nhung
viéc hoang de Pai Nguy nghénh chinh hu trrde, rdi moi nap phi tir sau thi hoan toan khong thay d6i. Tinh hinh nam nit ctia quén virong trurée khi dén
chinh hau, tit nhién s& c6 ngudi ghi lai ranh mach, trude khi dai hon trinh phén ghi chép nay cho Hoang hdu coi. .. Virong gia, viée nay ddi véi dan ong
ma noi thi thie khd khan nhi”

L4am Tt & ngoai cira xe nghe thiy thé, ho khan lién tuc vai tiéng,

Phong tuc bao thil, phong tuc bao thii nha! Tir Pat quan sat Ly Dung Tri dang cu6i khdng néi.

Tir sau khi ¢6 binh phuc, mt ngdy thi Ly Dung Tri da & chung xe ngwra voi c6 hét nira ngay, rém xe déu vén Ién, chimg t sur trong sach thuan khiét.

Puong nhién, c4i goi 1 chimg t6 sur trong sach thuin khiét d6, khong bang cir 16i ludn 1a syr trong sach ctia Ly Dung Tridi. C6 coi cdi xe ngura thénh
thang nay, hai ngudi & bén trong Iin hai vong cling duoc, lai do xét guong niit tuan t, ctr chi lich Im ctia Ly Dung Tri dang ngoi kia.



It nhiéu y chi co cting kién dinh lam do, hoang hau Dai Nguy trong lai nén cam ta 6 m6i phai. Néu khong, phurong phap ldy long ctia Ly Dung Tri than
thiét dén vay, c6 mudn mo mi¢ng bao budng man xe xuong, hai ngudi trén xe kin mbt vong. Khong biét vi 1 hoang dé twong lai ndy c6 chiu dimg phurong
phép hy sinh mdt chit ndy dé thu phuc ¢6 hoan toan hay khéng? C6 mién man suy nghi, lai chot cam thiy budn curoi.

C6 ¢6 chit u i, chéng ma dira vao ban nhim nét lai.

Anh miit Am 4p ding lai trén it c6, khong cin nghi ciing biét 1 ai dang nhin. Nhin di nhin di, ¢6 ching dé y gi nita dau.

“MEt Nhi ¢6 nrong can phéi nghi ngoi nhiéu hon méi tot.”

Miéng c6 Ién tiéng dap cho c6, y thirc chdm rii tré' nén mo ho.

C6 c4i gi d6 4m 4p nhe phot qua méa b, cd theo ban ning ndm chat [Ay.

Thue sur chi khi chim vao mé man cc} I’II)’I cd cam giac Am ép, chi cé‘tai lic d6, khong ai lam co tén thuong dugc, cling chéng ai loi dung c6 duoc hét.
Chi han nhitng ngay nhur vay qua ngan, néu ca d01 déu c6 the quén rang tén minh 1a Tir Pat thi thure tot biet bao. Vui mirng hanh phuic, v6 wu vo lo,
nhung ciing, thuc dang tiéc. .. Hién tai chi c6 theé tim mot chiit am ap trong c6i mdng.

“Vurong. ..” Lam Ta ha miéng muén noi.

Ly Dung Tri nhin hén mdt cai, mi mt khé nhiu, y bao Lam T budng méan xe xubng, che bt anh ning mit troi.

L4m T u6n luon trung thanh, cho dii cam thiy khong 6n cho Fim, van can than tha rém xudng,

Anh mt troi lip tirc bién mit khoi bén trong xe, hai ngurdi Am thim mo' méng trong thé gidi duge che chin kin ddo.

Ly Dung Tri nhin thn séc ¢ giu mot chit thoa méin, tay phéi cia minh bi cd omky, chot khat khao vudt ve timg vét thuong trong déy tim ... Hoi the
nhe nhang ctia c¢6 dot nhién phat qua tay han, lam ngén tay bong run n.

Hién thu lai y mubn, tay phai vin dé miic ¢6 6m, tiép tuc It sach.

Pay 14 nguoi Tay Huyén, d6 1 ngudi Dai Nguy, nay 1 ngudi Pai Nguy, kia 1a nguwdi Ty Huyén. . . Tir Dat nhin dén khong rdi dé chép mi, phai ndi
hoa c& mit.

“Bin gioi hai qudc gia uon nhur thé, cudi hoi, mua ban voi nhau, tham chi hdm nay an 1& bén nay, ngay mai qua song an Tét & Dai | Nguy cung cd.” Ly
Dung Tri ngdi tai mdt tram nghi don so trong trén, 4m ap cudi n6i: “Nhi ¢ nurong mudn phan biét ciing d& Eim, nhin quan 4o 1 biét ngay.”

Tur Dat dap 16, quan sat mdt uc, cudi bao:

“Nguoi Tay Huyén cao, ngudi Dai Nguy hoi thip.”

Lam T dimg bén canh da mit cing ra, ung thing bang,

Ly Dung Tri chi mim cuoi.

C6 lai ndi: “Cam giac nhu, phu nit Tay Huyén khong bi go bo, phu nit Dai Nguy hoi tinh té can than.”
Da mit Lam T giat giat hai lan, nhin vé phia Virong gia t6t tinh nha minh,

“Pan 6ng Tay Huyén budc chan rat dai, dan 6ng Pai Nguy budc di rit vin nha.”

Lam T cubi cing van khong nin duroc xen mdm vao: “Loi ndy ctia Nhj ¢b nurong chéic khong tranh khoi thiéu sét. Hom nay t6i nhur vay, ¢6 da nhin cin
thin chura?”

Tir Pat liéc cau mdt c4i, chia chia Lam Tu, lai chia chia O Pdng Sinh dang ngdi mot minh & mot ban khac.

“Liic xudng xe ngua t6i c6 dé ¥, Pai cong tir di hai budc, cau di téi ba budc, toi qua da tinh toan can than Em rdi.”” Gwong mét thanh nhi ctia Lim Ta
nhur it ra.

Ly Dung Tri bat cudi néi: “Lam T chi biét miy bd cong phu, quyén cude, dao kiém, O Pai cong tir [ thién tai bam sinh, vd nghé siéu quéan, khong thé
so sanh duoc.”

“_.. Vingudi hiu ndy ctia ngai khong phai . . .”” Cam miéng ding Ic.

“H4?” Ly Dung Tri thdy ¢6 nguong nging, bén cudi: “Cir néi dirmg ngai, LAm Td ciing mudn biét.” Lim Ta khong nén duoc to mo, git dau.“Nhi co
nuong moi noi.”



“A... Caukhong phai cong cong ha?”

Lam Ta den mit.

Ly Dung Tri mim cudi tra 1i: “Lam T  thu ddng thud nhod ctia ta, N ta dén Tay Huyén cau dy ciing xin di cing, khong phéi thai giam.”
“Thira I thé.” C6 hoi lo dang, thuin tay budng doi dita xudng. Com tdi khd khdc, ¢6 khong thich cho im, Iia dai méy miéng cho xong.
Ly Dung Tri nhin trén ban trong bat déu khong con mot miéng hai san ndo, miéng giat giat, cudi ciing danh niic ké co.

nay vao, toi nay ai cung s€ 6 tinh véi quy vi.”

Tir Pat stmg sot. “To. .. tinh? Chuyén ndy....” Hai ngdn tay xodn vao nhau. “Mo6t nam mdt nit, tring tron t6 tinh nhr vay?”

Ly Dung Tri che miéng ho nhe mbt tiéng,

O Pdng Sinh ngdi mé xa xa bén kia nhin thoang qua phia nay.

Chi quan hét strc nhiét tinh git d4u lia ia. “C6 gai xinh dep &, ndim nay rét hiém cac thiéu nir, c6 c6 mubn tham gia ciing khdng? Chi cin deo mt na
chinh 1a nam nit tham dur 1 hoi, ¢6 thich ai lap tire bude t6i t6 tinh. Nho 13, khong tim thi s& khong ddi mét, miy anh chang Pai Nguy hay ¢ & toan |a
chd t6i dip nay mdi di to tinh hét. Dén khi troi sang 10, hai bén van chua roi di, bude tiép theo c6 thé ban luén viée cudi hoi. Khong phai toi mubn néi
chir, nam trure ¢ c6 it nhat vai cap thanh than rdi d6. i di, ¢6 chéc rt thich i ding hong, ¢ day ti vin con miy cai nit na, moi ngudi di hét ciing
duoc, nhung ma. .. nim nay may ¢ gai it lam.” Ngu y chinh 13 bao miy anh chang trong doan khach nay ngdi nguyén tai cho, nhurong co hdi cho nguoi
dia phuong,

Tir Pat théy chi quén nhiét tinh ¢én mirc ngay ca chd ndo t6 tinh hdp dan 16i cudn nhét ciing chi tudt tudt, con néi im sao dé durgc thoai méi nhat. ..

“Thiét | qué phéng khoang di....” C6 khen ngoi, doi miit to séng ngoi cling p linh, cam thy himg thii vo cling. Dit sao sudt kiép ndy tinh yéu tron doi
cd da khong thé co, loai nhan duyén phu du nay c6 1€ cling khong t€.

C6 dinh s&r s& chiée mit na, Ly Dung Tri nghi ¢6 muén mang, ngon tay gio ra chin lai.
Cb giurong mit nhin hén.
Hin tuoi cudi noi: “Nguoi noi ndy, ¢6 ké nao ximg doi voi Nhj co nurong?”

“A...”” CO mim cuoi rit tay lai. “Ciing phéi, t6i khong nén tham lam, noi néy moi ngurdi déu 1 ngudi trong sach, dimg mat cong véi toi, doi dén Pai
Neuy. ..” Khong biét Pai Nguy phong tuc bao thu ¢é ti€u quan quan khong nhi?

Ly Dung Tri nhuéng ni, 6n nhu noi: “La bon ho khong ximg voi Nhi ¢d nuong,”

Co cuoi, uf:)ng can cdc tra, 161 “Dém con dai, ngiy mai s& vao Dai Nguy. Toi ra ngoai di dao mot chit, ra ngoai di dao mot chit.” Lai lru luyén khong
roi nhin chiéc mét na kia, lac dau khoanh tay budc ra ngoai

Ly Dung Tri nhin thi vé dang dirng ngoai ctra, thi v€ kia lap tire di theo.
Lam T dudi chi quan di, nhin chiéc mit na, thd dai.
“O kinh d6 Tay Huyén thi khong c6 cam gidc gi, nhung, sao y nghi ctia ngwoi Tay Huyén lai khac chiing ta nhidu nhur vay?”

“Phong tuc khéc nhau thoi.” Ly Dung Tri cudi dép: “Virt mit na di, dimg dé Nhi c6 nurong thiy.” Dot nhién, tir ban phia sau hén vang 1én mot am thanh
lanh nhat:

“Nhi tiéu thur méc du chiu ky thi nhleu ndm, nhung ¢ phuong dién trai gai nay thi quan niém khong c6 gi khac véi nguoi Tir gia. Khong biét Pai Nguy c6
tiéu quan quan hay khong? Du sao van khong thé dé Nhi ¢6 nuong khong cong ma dén, udng phi ma di, ngay ca mot chit vui thich ciing chura c6, diéu

ndy néu dé nguoi khic biét duoc, ddi véi cd Ay 1 si nhuc rét lon.”

Gurong it tuén nhé ciia Ly Dung Trj khe dong, nhé t6i dém d6 ¢ tiéu quan quén ¢d da chi dong hon moi. Phong khodng, nhiét tinh a diém chung cia

namnit Tay Huyen, nhan duyén phu du ho cling khong cyr tuyét, nguyén nhén chinh 1 manh dan nhur vy, con ¢6 ca an cudp ¢6 dau ¢ Tay Huyén, han
da som thay nhung khong thé trach. .. Ciing khong theé d€ c6 di tim céi loai nhan duyén mdt sém mot chieu ndy ¢ Pai Nguy thyre nha. ..

Negoai cira bdng 6n d0. C6 ngudi bén ngoai ndi: “Bdn virong tdi tim chi tir nha ngwoi, tranh ra.”

Ly Dung Tri mit khong dbi séc, nhin lai phia cira —

Chinh Iz my nhan Bic Pudng On Vu Y diém i khac thuong,



Pinh cu ¢ dia phurong nay ciling khong t¢ nha.

Hai miit Tir Dat ta sing. Phia dong mdt t6 to tinh, phia tay mot nhom ¢ 1¢ dén yén king khong ndi gi chi dém duéi nhin nhau. C di trén chiée ciu cong
cong, vai cai long deén cil treo trén cay, phat ra quang sdng nhot nhat loang 16.

Cb cudi, ngdi xudng thanh cau hoi chénh vénh, chdp chép nhai hat dé rang dudng [2], nhin trai trai gai gai dang ban ron.
Hinh nhur hdi t6 tinh ndy can ban la dé tao co hodi lam an budn ban thi phai?

Trén con duong nho, ngay ca chi do ctia Nguyét o [3] tir ndm ngodi cting dugc b at tubn ra. CH thure khong thé khong thé dai, loai 1€ t6 tinh ndy chic
chan 14 do thuong nhan nghi ra day ma, kho ghé nha.

C6 Iac Fic chiéc vong 'gét bang chi do noi cd tay be bé, lic ndy vi thay thil vi ni mua. Mau t6i ddy nhanh dén ddy, chang trai sép sira cling ¢6 tan hudng
mdt dém xuan & dau 16i né? Co giéu cot nghi.

Liic con & dé d6, co chi c6 thé tim ddi twong & tiéu quan quén, tham chi, ¢6 con ha thip minh nghil xem ngudi ta ¢6 thich minh, chéng biét dén Pai Nguy
6 phai con chiu dung tinh trang d6 hay khong?

“... Co nuong c6 mudén mot chiée mit na khong?”

Tir Pat hoan hdn, mt thanh nién deo mit na dang hoi co.

Co sung sdt, lai théy thanh nién nay ]éy tir dau ra mot chiéc mit na miy tre dua dén trude mit co.

bayla... Coyg?

C6 soi xét tht k§ thanh nién nay. Mt na miy tre che ciing khong nhiéu, hai tai ctia anh chang nay dang do g n. .. D6 vi ¢d ddy sao?
Trong long ¢6 chin dong, d6i miit dep mo tht 16n. Anh chang nay khong phai 1 doi c6 deo miit na xong s t6 tinh véi ¢b ludn chir?
Hin c6 biét co I ai khong?

C6 1a Tur Pat d6 nha!

O kinh d6 ai ciing nghe tiéng Tir Pat bt tai, nhung dan 6ng noi ndy chi nhin thiy dung mao cia ¢ thoi. ..

C0 lai phat hién mdt gbc no con mﬁy anh chang deo mit na dang doi thoi co hanh dong,

Hoa ra, ¢6 la mbt my nhn sao? Nhirng ngay di vang thuc qua kho s, thue khong co mdt chit thoi gian ngéim k§ minh trong gwong nira. . . C6 nubt nubt
nuée miéng, ndi tim bdng chic giing x¢.

Ly Dung Tri phéi im hoang dé, tim moi cach dé mua long nguoi, diéu miy chimg t6 doc duong di nguy | hiém s& khong ft. . . Tham chi chuyén mét mang
¢ ciing da du liéu trude. Tinh nguy hiém rét cao, khong biét khi ndo s& quy tién, trude d6 phai cé mdt lan tim vui thi doi nay méi khong udng phi. .. Co
nén nhan hay khong nhi?

C6 da danh mét mdt nguoi Hoang cong tir rat quan trong, mjt mdi duyén mong manh kia. . . it nhat. .. Con c6 thé ném thir mdt chit cai noi nhan gian goi
1a tinh yéu cuc lac.

“Nay.... Anh da nghe n6i vé Tay Huyén Tir gia bao gior chura....” Lam nguwdi thnh thyre t6m lai van t6t hon. Néu ngwoi trude mit da nghe ndi, vén khong
8 y co 1a Tir Dat bt tai, viy, vy...

“Ta c6 nghe, ta dong y.” C6 ngudi & bén canh bdng ndi, tom Ky cai mét na trong tay anh chang kia, deo gitip ¢6, sau d6 cudi, kéo ¢d di. “Nhi co
nuong, by gio nang da 1a cua ta, ching ta tim cho nao to bay cam xic di.”

Tir Pat khé nheo miét, thit vong ndi: “On Vurong gia. ..
Hin cudi ha ha: “Vay ma ¢ ciing nhan ra ta ho?”

Miéng 6 hoi co lai. Déng vé phong lwu doi miit khép ciing tim khong ra kia, 4o choang hoa 1& con théu hoa vin Bic Pudng kia, ranh ranh nhu vy ai ma
nhén khong ra day?

“Pi theo ta, ta c6 viéc can n6i v6i cd. Pimg Bim kinh dong t6i ai, phia sau ¢d c6 nguoi ctia Ly Dung Tri.”

C6 khong nhiic nhich.



On Vu'Y quay dau liéc c6 mdt cai, trao phing néi.
“Gidr ¢b da 1a nguoi ctia Ly Dung Tri, nén khong chiu dé cho ta hai hin nita?”

“An 04n von ¢6 cua hai vi Vuong gia khong lién quan t6i toi, nhung néu Pai Nguy Virong gia d3 bao vé t6i, mang sng ban tién ndy ciing coi nhur da trao
ludn cho ngai ay dé dap den.”

“Thét khong. .. Mang sdng ban tién ctia ¢o Véq nén la clia béq vurong, Ngdy d6 13 bon virong sai ngudi vao cung tim Ly Dung Tri, néu khong chéng & ¢o
cho 1a thién ha c6 chuyén tring hop nhur vay, han va Thai y xuat hién & Tir pht cing mdt lac?”

Cb nginra.
“Pén day di, khong mudn gip dira tré nha ho Tan sao?”

“Prra tré?” Tim ¢6 10p bop modt tiéng. On Vu Y van di khong quay déu lai, ¢6 theo ban ning nhay dung Ién, voi vang lao vé phia trude. “Virong gia, dira
tré van khong chét sao?”

On Vu Y khong dé ¥ t6i ¢6, budc nhanh qua ngd tu déng dic ngudi, ching my chdc, tiéng ngudi tir phia sau bon ho nhat dan di. Bén mot goc khuét,
hén vay tay vai cai, mot ty nit [p tirc bude t6i, trong long diing Ia mdt dura tré dang ngi.

Tir Pat ha hbc mdm nhin dira bé dang ngi rt say kia, hio hirc xep hin xubng, chiing gidng dtra bé tram king sap chét trong tri nhé clia ¢6 ty ndo. Co
nhe nhang cham vao hai ma nd, thap giong hdi:

“Vuong gia, n6 1 con ctia Tan Pai Vinh sa0?”’
On Vu Y mit khong dbi sic ndi: “Khong phai nd thi ta mang dira khac t6i lam gi, dao duong cai ha? Tir hom nay tré di c6 1 me d& dau ciia no.”

“Puoe.” C6 mim cudi, nhe nhang min me cai miéng nho nhén mém mai ctia dira bé. N6 13 réng dang ngi, nhung hai canh mbi be bé lai hé ra ngim Ky
dau ngodn tay cua co.

Chan may mi mét ¢6 déu dong nét cudi.
Ty nit kia thiy c6 rat thich dtra bé nay, hoi: “C6 mrong c6 mudn bé khong?””

Tur at con chura tra loi, On Vu Y di dér} bén canh ¢, cling ¢d cti dau nhin dira tre. Hin than nhién n6i: “Nhj ¢6 nurong van i hoang hoa khué it (co
g4i con trong trang), lam sao biet cach be tré con? Pra bé nay tén 1a gi c6 bict khong?”

Co K dau.

“Ciing vira hay. Dira bé nay coi nhur ¢4 ctru ra, von c6 nén dit tén, nhung miy ngudi thiép thit cta ta du rat thich né nén da tim tén cho nd rdi, vy goi
1a Hoan Ngoc di.”

... Tan Hoan Ngoc, tén nay khong t&. Virong gia. .. Trude lic t6i roi dé do, hinh nhu cac phu nhén van chira ¢6 thai?”
Hén nghe vay, cudi to ra tiéng: “Tir Pat, c6 nghi di dau vay?” Liic n6i dén hai chir Tir Dat, ty ni kia ha mét xudng, liéc v& phia Tir Pat mot c4i.

On Vu Y bdng nhién bé 1y dira tré tir trong long ty nit kia, dong tac thue tur nhién thuin thuc, nhur da qua tap luyén nhidu lin. “Quén di, ¢6 bé nd mdt
caidi”

Tir Pat dudi s chi dan ciia hén, thit can than bé ly dira tré. Lic thi cam thiy dAu no thye rat mém, lic lai s than hinh nho nhoi trong long tudt khoi
tay.

“C6 xurong cot hay khong vay troi, thiét tinh 1. ..” C6 ¢6 chit kinh hoang

“Dra bé ny chinh xac 1 con ctia Tan gia.” On Vu Y nhin ¢. “Ly Dung Tri d ndi cho ¢6 ring né con séng?”

“C6... Ngai dy c6 néi.” Co khong nging du.

“Nhung ¢ khong tin? Ta day ndi, c6 cé tin khong?”

Cb cuoi: “Dira bé ngay trude mit, toi im sao khong tin duoc? Pa ta Virong gia ngiy d6 da hét long vi nd, méi vot duoc vé cai mang nho nay.”

OnVu Y nhin c6 mdt cai tht lau, not: “Giai dugc cia ¢6 dem t6i kip lic, dira bé nay phiic day ménh Ion, nhung ciing phai vai thang m6i binh phuc hén
dugc. Néu khong, khdng phai téi by gio ta mdi bé nd dén cho c6 tham dau.”
Qua thye 1 n6i dbi khong mdt so suét. Tir Pat khoe miéng mim cudi, thuong tiéc nhin dira bé trong long, ¢ nhin sao ciing khong thiy duoc nd giong

thii inh va thu tir érch(:) nao. Hom dé mot ngudi trudng thanh nhu ¢6 tinh ménh cling ngan can treo sgi toc, dura tré so sinh lam sao chiu dung duoc lau
nhu vy, vy ma han lai bao 1a phtic day ménh lon. ...



Nty o, héin ciing da nghe ¢6 nhan 10 v6i tau tir. Sinh ménh ctia ¢d va n6 da tong thong, cho di by giv On Vu Y dem mot dira tré khéic dén gat 0,
¢0 ciing khong han I3 bat ngo. ..

C6 khe cuodi kho. Hoa ra, c¢d da khong tin ai nita, nhung vi mudn song ti€p ma gia vo tin,

C6 nhin dira bé vira dugc ¢6 bé, vin dang ngi rit say. Con rdt cudc c6 phii k con ciia thi ish khong? Hay & tré nha ai vay? Khong ni ciing khong
sao, gt dau hay lic dau I dugc, it nhat cling cho c6 mdt &m chi nho nhé thoi. ..

Nguoi Bic Pudng s& ndi dbi, ngudi Pai Nguy ciing s€ mét khong d6i sic noi ra oi dé nghe de gat nguol, ngay ca ngudi tir Tay Huyén minh ciing khong
thé tin twong, Trén doi ndy ai ciing lira dbi ngudi khac, dtra bé nay miic ké 1 con cai nha ai, v& sau tuyét d6i dimg hoc thoi ngudi ta nha.

“Dai phu Tay Huyén xem bénh luon dé lai di chimg. Gan déy c6 cam thiy thé nao?
“Céi gi?”” Chuyén d8 tai nhanh thiét d6.

“C6 da mudn di Pai Nguy, dua bé nay khong thé 38 co mang theo dugc, giit & ghS ta vai nam d4, chd ¢6 én dinh rdi tinh sau. NG van con qua nho, ta
héi dau cho ndo ciing khong the tra 101, c6 trung cting loai ddc voi nd, chac co thé biet duge.”

Tir Pat chin chd rrf)t c}}ﬁt, lai nghi ngd nhin dira bé. Thit sy 1a con ctia thu finh sao? Cubdi cung, ¢ lra chon thanh thuc thai bao: “Tir sau khi t6i binh
phuc, thi hrc khong t6t lim, tai nghe ciing khong duoc 1d, thinh thoang lai dau bung, nhung binh thuong thi tam thoi van 6n.”

“That khong?” Han im king trong chdc Iat, lai hoi: “Ly Dung Tri ¢6 biét khong?”
C6 cudi: “Vurong gia chim soc ti nhur vay da 1 qua chu déo 16i, chit chuyén nho d6 can gi phai phién t6i ngai 4y?”

Khée miéng On Vu Y hoi cong Ién: “Noi ciing phai. Hién ctr thuan budm xudi gio vé Pai Nguy lam Hoang Thuong di, chit chuyén dy cua ¢d dé trong
Jong ta 1 duge. Chor ta vé lai Bic Pudng chira tri xong xudi cho dira bé nay, dén lic d6 s& ding loai thudc do6 chita cho ¢6.” Hin lai vAy vay tay.

Tir béi 6 sau lung lai co mot tlly ting xuét hién. Hai tay ké d6 dang cAm mbt cdy trudng dao duogc boc trong vai, cung kinh dang lén.

Tir Pat bét dong thanh séc (mit khong bién séc). Bén canh Bac Puong On Vu'Y ¢6 khong it ngudi tai ba, bét ké 1 ty it lic nly hay ngwdi hau bay gio,
lic bude ra déu vo thanh vo tire (khong hoi thd, khong tiéng dong). ... La do ¢ qua bat tai di. Hom nay néu doi lai la O Dai cong tir hodic Tir Hoi, nhat
dinh c6 thé phat hién ra ngay hanh tung ctia bon ho, c6 thAm thd dai ai oan.

On Vu Y lai bé di dira tré trong long 6, n6i: “Liic ta roi khoi kinh thanh d3 loi dung thoi gian ranh dén nha c6, tim lai cdy truong dao nay rdi demdén
day giop.”

Cb stmg s6t, vira mirng vira sg vira cam dong nhéan Iy cdy dao da bén minh hai naim C6 mo 1p vai boc, 16 ra bao dao nim d6 Ly Dung Tri da ting

Ny ndo c6 ciing lau chi, giit cho n6 sach s& khong dinh mot vét tro hat bui. Bao dao ndy ¢ trong tay c6 ky that I khong co dat dung v, dén nay
chua tirng da thurong mdt ngudi nao. Nhung ma, ¢ thich cdy dao nay lam do.

“Pao ndy ¢ trong tay toi thuc sy 1a lang phi.” C6 thé dai.
OnVuY thiy co khauthltamphl (miéng n6i mot dang, tAm nghi mdt néo), nhe nhang Vuot ve ludi dao kia, cuoi noi: “Lang phi hay khong la do Ly Dung
Tri dinh doat. Hién I rang hét strc dé ly 1ong mua chudc c6 d6. Ta nhin k§ cdy dao ndy rdi, bao thach trén do toan ki chau bau quy gia duoc ¢d y kham

Vao, tuyrangvan con vai 16 hong nhung gia tri ctia n ciing dti mua dirt mot toa thanh nho. Ban than bao dao Truong Birc dao cua su phu hin. Su
phu hin & Pai Nguy dirc cao vong trong, dao nay s di goi a Truong e, 1 vi tir d6 dén gid n6 chi sat sinh duy nhit mot lin.”

C6 khé run én. Cay dao ndy lai lich oai hing qua, c6 d& khong ndi nha.

“Chi sét sinh mot [An?”

Déu miy cudi mét hén tran day phong tinh, cudi n6i: “Chi sat sinh mot Jan, nhung s6 nguoi thi khong thé dém hét. Hai nuroi ndm trude hoang ﬂ}ét Pai
Nguy ¢6 loan, su phu Ly Dung Tri vi bao vé han nén moi d(}ng dao, nhung truong dao vira {ut khoi vo, nguoi dang chet ke khong dang chet deéu thanh
oan hon dudi dao ca. Sau do khong chd moi chuyén giai quyet rd rang, sur phy han lién tu van. Tir Dat, ¢6 can phai thay 15 rang, ke bay gio c6 muon
in b6 chinh 1 ngudi nhur vAy. C6 hao phi bao nhiéu tAm huyét bao vé héin, nhung hén khong cach ndo bao vé ¢6.”

Tur Dat nghe vay, thing thin cuoi: “Mang nay ctia Tir Pat xem nhur duge nhat tro yé, khong nghi s& dé ngudi ciru thém mf)tAlén nira.” C6 do dy trong
choc 1at, nghi dén canh di Pai Nguy turong lai md mit, nhin vé phia dra bé On Vu'Y dang 6m trong 1ong, 16i lai trtx trir nhin On Vu Y.

“Vurong gia c6 thuc. .. dong y bao vé dira tré nay?”
Hin nhudng miy. “Doi sau khi chita chay cho dira bé nay ¢ Bic Pudng cho dén khi binh phyc hin, ta s& sai ngudi dua no tdi tim ¢6.”

Cb nghi nghii, gt dAu, khong ndi ra miéng cau k5 nhur 6 chét, dira bé ny tinh sao by gio? Thuyén dén dau cau tir nhién thing di, nd da c6 thé sbng sot
thi chac Ia ¢6 dugc phuc lanh. .. néu thuc sy 1a con cua thi finh.



C6 suy nghii mdt l4t, g& toan bd ngoc nga chau bau kham trén dao xubng, Hy vai bd boc lai, giao hét cho On Vu Y.
“Céi ndy dé cho bé.... Cho Quynh Ngoc [4] am phi sinh hoat di!”” Cho dit c6 chét, sb chiu bau ndy chéc ciing d cho né sbng t6i gia.
Gurong mit tudn nhi ctia On Vu'Y bdng chdc den kit, héin da biét cai goi i hanh dong ma khong quan tim dén céi dep 16 ra sao.

“Cudc song ciia virong gia von an nhéan, nhung dira bé ndy du sao ciing 1 duoc Vuong gia ban an nudi dudng, Vuong gia co thé quan tAm san soc n6
moi e, Tir Pat da vo ciing cam kich, kim sao con dam am phién Virong gia chu toan dén ca nhimng tiéu tiét nho nhat nhur thé nay nira?”

Hin cudi: “Ta ciing hiéu duoc vi sao ¢6 lai mudn vi Tan Pai Vinh 1 lim nhimg viée turong chirmg nho nhit nay. Han & dudi d6 néu biét chic s& chay
ngay dén chd Diém Vurong Fo gia xin x6, mong kiép sau c6 thé tra lai cho c6 plnn 4n tinh d6. C6 bao phai nhur thé ndo day ha?” Tir Pat ky di liéc hin
mot cai. Giong diéu ciia tén On Vu Y ndy nghe sao clr 4m 4m mudi mudi thé ndo Ay. .

“Sao vay? Ta ndi c6 gi khong ding hu?”

“A... Néu thc sir ¢6 thuyét luan hoi, Tir Pat tinh nguyén kiép sau chi giip nhirg nguoi ma kiép ndy chura bao gior cham mit, khong ai biét Tir Dat i ai
hét.”

On Vu Y ngin ra, thiy c6 mim cudi néi nhirng 1i iy, khong khoi x6t xa bao:
“Cb ¢6 tin bon virong s& khong bao gios loi dung ¢6 lan nita?”’
C6 cudi: “Chéc chén I tin.”

“C6 dap qua nhanh, lai thé hién sy khong that.” On Vu Y ciing khong dé tam qué. Rat nhidu viéc, phéi lim tire i phéi im, dii ¢6 quay ngwoc thoi gian
lai, hin van phai m lai mdt an nita na thoi. Giong nhur Ly Dung Tri, mdt khi da quyét dinh lwa chon, di dudi chén i hang dng xéc ngudi cling phéi
dap 1én ma budce toi.

Hin nhé t61 mdt chuyén, d6t nhién néi: “Tir Pat, ¢6 voi Nhi hoang tir Tay Huyén ¢6 an oan gi khong?”

“Toi voi Nhj hoang tir von khong thi khong hén, cing im B. .. Clng im . .. Hom d6 lic 0 vé Tir phu, 6 chéing da n6i vai Ioi hoi chong d6i, viy nén
héin khong thé loi dung, vay a thanh thi?”

Ty nit kia r6n rén bude [én mdt bude, dong tai nghe ngdng,

On Vu Y trim ngam n6i: “Khong héin nhu thé. Hom d6 nhan ltc trdi t6i ta vé phii c6 Ay bao dao demdi, c6 théty Nhj hoang tir dén. Hn dimg ¢ khué
phong c6 nhin mdt lic 1au roi moi di.”

Tir Pat tron to hai mit, kinh hoang, “Toi.... Trong phong toi khong ¢6 gi bi mit gi ca.” Y phuc trong phong co khong bj Fy di chir? Mdy b 4o véy Iong
ly ¢6 lén d€ trong ti ¢6 bi xoc Ién khong vay? Con c6 cai yém c6 am tham nhd nguroi théu hoa van phirong hoang, roi tom cd cat trong ngan tit sau nhat
ctia cai ti g0, hdm nao nang gat an khong ngon thi “vong ngw chi khat” [5] mdt teo, ¢ con ¢6 thoi quen viét nhét kinira. .. May cai do ky quai do tuyét
doi dung d¢ ai phat hiénra a

“That khong?” On Vu Y nhé lai lic d6 Nhj hoang tir Tay Huyén dimg trong khué phong ¢ tram tur ca mot lic Jau, cudi cling sai ngudi dua vao mot
nghién mure den, viet viet v& v& cai gi d6, nhung trude khi di khong hé dé lai mot nét mure ndo. Hanh dong nay xemra da khong chi mit lan.

Hin liéc v& phia c6, Tir Pat qua thue 1 mdt my nhan, hon nita con ki mdt my nhan cuc ky quyén rii, néu sinh ra trong mot gia dinh binh thuong chic da
som c6 ngudi dinh ude. Nhurng kho ndi ¢ kinh thanh ai ai ciing biét c6 tén 1a Tir Dat, ci nhin dau tién khong phai 1 xem xem c6 xinh dep thé ndo, ma 1a
nhin vao hamy dudi tén co, that la dang tiéc vo cung.

Nhung, ¢ ciing chura phai tuyét sic khuynh thanh, néu bao Nhi hoang tir 1in du gip c6 da nhit kién chung tinh, hin tuyét ddi khong tin.

Hiéin cti nit xudng, thiy c6 khong kim dugc dia gion véi dira bé dang ngi say, hoan toan ching quan tim dén c4i nhin ciia Nhi hoang tir véi minh chit
ndo.

Hin nhin c6 dia sudt mot lic Fu, ndi ma khong quay déu lai: “Bon virong cimg Tir Pat ¢6 vai chuyén riéng mubn tn giu, nguroi tr§ vé ndi cho Tam phu
nhan, dém nay khong can hau ha bon vurong,”

Tir Pat ngang Ién nhin hén.

“Da.” Ty nit kia nhin chim chim Tir Dat mot i, moi roi di.

Hin cudi xau xa véi ¢d, van khong quay dau lai. “Bbn vurong thuc thit sach, cir nghi dém nay dzf}n theo déu la ké déng tin cdy, ndo biét bén canh Tam
phunhén lai c6 cai nguoi ctia Nhi hoang tir. Bi theo ¢6 ta mdt doan dudng, tim mdt cho chon, néu Tam phu nhén c6 héi, bao c6 ta ty minh téi hdi bon
V[IO'[]g”

Bong den thi vé phia sau nhanh chong roi di.



Tir Pat ¢b hét stee che gidu sy kinh ngac.

On Vu Y khong chit d¢ tam noi: “Tir Pat, thiy khong, day 1 thir ma con chéu hoang thit phai ddi mit. Gian t€ cac qubc gia déu nép bén canh, cho du
6 mot ngay tinh ddy phat hién Virong phi bén 6i t6i la dé giam sat minh, cting khong can kinh ngac qua lam gi. Tir Pat, ¢ c6 doan dugc khong, chi
can chi1 tir bon ho ra I€nh mdt tiéng, nhiing phu nit bén nguodi ta ¢d bao nhi€u ké tré mat khong nhan phu quan?”

Tir Pat ngdy nguoi. “Viurong gia dang néi dén nhitng phu nhan do. .. Nhung tai sao van mudn cudi?”

Hén ha ha cudi, Tir Dat voi vang bit tai dra bé lai. Hn danh phai nin lai mdt chut, khée miéng cong cong:

“Pa dam ly sic dep du dd, bon virong duong nhién 1 cting khong tir chéi cuc thit béo ti dura vao t6i ctra. Lai ndi, bon  virong thyre thong cam cho Ly
Dung Tri, vi khong cho ngudi Pai Nguy tom dugce yéu diém ctia minh, héin khong thé nhur ta, dat nhimng thir d6 trong tAm mét quan Iy. Tur Pat, ¢6 nén
biét tinh thé hién tai, néu Ly Dung Tri that ¢ thé 1én ngdi, chic chén s& hen minh véi Tay Huyen, Bac Puong va Nam Lam khong tranh khéi bj uy hiép.”
Lét sau, héin nhin thing vao ¢, lai noi: “Tir Pat, hai nim nay, lic tim ¢6 udng ruou, ta thiy rat vui.”

C6 ngd han.

“Liic ta & kinh d6 Tay Huyén tréu choc ¢6, ciing 1 vui vé tir tan day long”

“Ta & kinh d6 Tay Huyén quy pha huyén ndo dén ga bay cho stia, sau d6 c6 phai don dep dén strt diu mé tran, trong long ta lai v cling khodi tra.”
«...” O Tay Huyén khong c6 ai cho héin ndi that, chi co thé tim ¢ ma xda. C6 con c6 thé nbi gi day?

“C6 vai nguoi subt doi khong noi duge vai cAu thét long, khong phai khong mudn n6i, ma a khong thé néi.” On Vu Y cudi noi: “Tir Pat, chi c6 dém
nay, moi mit 101 cua ta déu I sy thire. Quynh Nigoce Ia con ctia Tan Pai Vi

“ U 2

“Rét cude 1a ai dem thién ha chia am tir qudc? Ngay ca nguoi khong c6 chi lon nhu ta ciing khong trénh khéi tiéc nubi, néu tir qubc hop lai thanh mot,
chic da chang co ly biét homnay? Tir Dat, bay gio chia tay, bi€t gap lai 1a khé khan khon cing, bao vui vé hanh phiic lic con tai dé€ do, gid chi con la
may troi gid thoang.”

“_.. Vurong gia bao trong”” C6 nhe giong ndi. Han ndi nhur vy, ¢6 lai 6 chit lru luyén khong mudn roi.

“Néu ¢ ngiy ¢b chiu bac dai & Pai Nguy, cir tdi Bic Buong tim bon virong. . - Nhung déy cling la ha sach, bbn vuong s¢ khong bao vé duoc ¢0.” Han
cudi, lai noi: “Ngay xua Vien Vien [tén thin mat cia Vien D6? =))] tirng bao bon virong bo xAc noi tha hurong, ta mudn thiy 10 tién doan cta ong mét
linh mot Jan Bim. Tir Pat, ¢6 dé y xem nhé, néu ta ¢ lai Bic Puong méi mi duoc, thi o Vién Vién kia i d6 kra d4o chinh hiéu, ¢6 ching can dé y dén
101 ctia o 1am gj nita hét.”

“Vuong gia...” Tir Pat camkich trong long, bdng nhién nhé t6i mdt chuyén, kinh ngac hoi: “Virong gia, im sao ngai roi khoi kinh thanh duoc?” Chét tir
hé c6 the roi khoi de do6 sao?

Hién suyt chiit nira 6m bung cudi to. “Dén bay gid 6 m6i phét hién ra hir? Ta thay Bic Pudng lam nhiéu chuyén nhu vay méi doi duoc tir do cho than
nay day. Cho ta lam xong mot viéc cudi cing, trd' vé Bac Puong, s€ 6 the tir khac dén Tay Huyén lam chat tir.”

Tir Pat binh tinh nhin hén, do dur trong chdc 1t hoi: “Xin hoi Virong gia. .. Viée cudi clng ndy ciia ngai 14?2
Hén hoi khom ngui, thi thim vo tai co:

“Bic Budng bé ha dich thin ha chi Iyuén bdn virong phdi hop v6i Nam Lam, chi huy Hac Thiét quan chan giét thai tir Dai Nguy. Mic ké ¢6 duoc hay
khong, bon virong déu phai trd vé Bac Puong phuc ménh.”

Tir Pat nghe vay, hoang s¢ nhin chimchimOn Vu Y.

K¢ trude mit ndy dang mim cudi rang 1. . . nhung khong giéng nét cuoi thit dng. C6 noi: “Vuong gia, Quynh Ngoc danh nhd ngai cham soc.”
“Puoc.” Han khong nhiic nhich.

C5 lui lai lién tuc méy bude, thd dai, vin khong ngang dau én. “Chiic Vurong gia tir nay vé sau duoc hai ong nhur y.”

“Chdc chan roi.”

“Chimong. .. S& co ngiy cling Virong gia ning cdc tan giu.”

Miéng hén hoi cong Ién. “Chi mong,”



Tir Dat gio tay cham vao trurong dao bén hong, quay nguoi budc vao man dém den kit, voi va chay di

Anh it sang ngdi ctia On Vu' Y doi theo huréng c6 khudt vao béng toi. That u sau, i6 lanh thoi qua, hin mdi Ky lai tinh thén, cti dau nhin xudng dtra
tré trong long vira bi lanh ma tinh lai, nghich nghich c&i miéng nho nhan dang hoi hé ra, khé cudi néi: “Me do dau cua con, da chon mdt con duong vat va
quaroi”

Lira chay ngop troi.

Trong mit trdn nho ¢ Tay Huyén, dan ching kéu khoc trdn chay, thich khéch nzic d6 den vung dao Ién, méu tuoi phun ra, chdp mit mdt mang ngudi da
mat.

Tir Pat chin dong manh! Tir nho dén 1on c6 chura hé thdy qua canh trong giét ngudi dim dia méu chay nhur vdy.

C6 lai nhin k, thi vé ctia Pai Neuy dang bao vé Ly Dung Tri roi khoi khiach san. Bon ho ¢6 thé ghéng lai duoc dén chimg d6 Hac Thiét quan déng gia
thich khach 4o den, ¢ thé thay duoc tat ca déu la cao thi, chi 1a bén kia qua ap déo, dang co bat loi ve s0 lugng,

Bong nhién, ¢ vdi va lao tdi trudc, JAy i dao d& trrdng dao ciia ddi phurong, quat 6ng chu nha tro béo i dang run cam cap: “Di mau!” Tay phai quing
amKkhi, cim vao nguc, bung tén thich khach, méu troi phut ra. Tim c6 thich mbt tiéng, trong 1ong biét khong thé mém long ngay Iic nay, lai ctmg rén huo
dao.

C6 trimg niit nhin thi thé do chinh minh giét chét kia, Iong ban tay bdng chdc w6t dammd hoi. C6 giét ngudi, giét nguoi. ..

Hoa ra phurong hoang va qua den khéc biét nhau & chd d6, hoi thdr ciia ¢6 don dap, chi han chinh minh khi giét ngwoi lai 6 cam giac nhur say mdi.

C6 lai nhin thi vé Dai Nguy dé miic con dan Tay Huyén bi giét, O Pong Sinh khong hé dong tay, chi khi c6 tén Hac Thiét quén bit méit nao dung t6i hén,
hén mdi doat mang mot nguoi.

Lic ngity thurong xtr sy, ¢0 ludn nghi ngoi ca budi moi dém hanh dong, nhung gio phit nay mbi khéc déu quyét dinh sinh tir, khong cho phép chan chir.
C0 tho sau, gio dao 1én gia nhap cude chién, thi v€ Dai Nguy thay c6 1 ngudi cing nha, lién ha bét dao kiém xuong dé ¢d thang mdt duong bude qua.

C6 nam ly ban tay 4m ap ctia Ly Dung Tri.

“Nhi ¢6 mrong?” Than sic Ly Dung khong hé gon mot song s¢ hai, khong c6 mot chit hoang hot Ta trudng bao Pai Nguy tréng nhur tring bi gio dém
thdi phin phat bay, tyra nhu miy troi thanh thoat, lai tram finh nhur nue hd, hoan toan khong giéng dang & trong hiém canh.

“Vuong gia, ngudi co tin toi hay khong?”

“Tin.” Hén khong chut do dy dap.

“Miic ké chuyén gi xay ra, t0i ciing s& khong tha tay Vurong gia ra. Néu phai chét, t6i ciing s& chét ngay trudc mét ngai, ngai tin toi dil”

“Duge, ta tin ¢d.”

“Vay di theo t6i!” Dirt 101, dng tay 4o 6 tung bay, kéo hin thoat khoi vong vy, tay trai huo Ién, anh dao chéi loi, chém giét lién tuc may nguoi.
“Vurong gia!” Lam Tt mudn dudi theo, lai bi Héc Thiét quan chin lai. Cau hét to: “Bao vé Vuong gia!”

Bodng dém ngit ngan, dao quangklemanh, ting tang 16p 16p sat khi ap t0i, méu huyét dé 6i phun ra, bantungtoe dAy ngudi co cling Ly Dung Tri. Thi vé
Dai Nguy bam sat phia sau, O Dong Sinh d6t nhién gia nhdp chién cudc, ngén thurong vung Ién, van quan linh déu bi tam thoi chin dimg, khién ¢6 khé
thd ra mot hoi nhe nhdm.

Gi6 vt vir thdi it da cat thit, mau dao ro giot khong ngimg dugc, tay trai co cam khong ndi chudi dao, 1ién Ay tay phai thay thé. Trai phai luAn phién nhu
vay, nhung c6 thity chung van khong budng tay Ly Dung Tri.

Ly Dung Tri it nhin tam huéng, khong tranh khong né, dé mic c6 dan hin lui vé phia dong song L kho can. Liic hin wra théy huéng di cta co, da
biet trong dau co tinh toan dieu gi — bao v¢ hin, dong thoi giip duogc thi tran nho phia sau ho thoat khoi sy tan sat ctia Hac Thiét quan.

Trong long 6 van lay Tay Huyén lim trong sao? Hin cui dau, anh miét trong mdt khéic ngin ngi dit 1én chd nim ctia hai ban tay. Mau twoi dap dinh,
md héi tron truot, cd bdng khong nim ndi, hin theo ban ning cam chit tay co.

C5 nhanh chong quay dau liéc hin mot cai, anh miét kia dang n6i: Toi s& khong budng tay!

Tét nhién 13 s& khong budng tay. Nam do mau phi vi bao vé hin ma chét, miu do tran khdp mit, K tit thd van khong bubng tay, khi Am chung n6i:
Khéng lam nguoi bé trén, then mot ki€p lam nguoi.



Luc su phy hén tyr van, nhin hin noi: Pai Nguy khai quéc méy tram nam, 6 hun di khong con, h6m nay hu cung xay ra ndi dau nhur vy, ngay do 1 lic
thai tir huyCt tranh. Hoang tir trdi sinh thong minh tai trf hon ngwdi, nhung 6 trong cung khong ¢ cho dua, néu khong tién ha thi vi cudng (ra tay trude
dé gianh loi the) thi chi c6 mjt duodng chet, ha lai khong lm nwrong nwong that vong, khong lam ta that vong? Nhung lic hoang tir dang co, phai ton
trong t6 huan, dirng d€ con dan vo tdi udng mang vi hoang that, dirng dé nirong mrong 6mnoi han ma chét.

Lo diit, siét chit tay héin, khong cho hén doi mét, twr van ia doi.

Sau d6, phy hoang m6i khoan thai di dén, ha chi hiu ting cho xéc mau phi, chuyén con lai b qua tat. Chura ddy my thang sau, gia tdc méu phi dang lén
mot thiu nit quy toc, phu hoang vui vé thu nhan, khong hé nhic t6i huyét an noi hiu cung nita.

Nhirng ngay d6 hin khong hé chop mit, e trdi vira himng séng, thiéu nién trong gwong, chdn may d& cong cong nhur triing khuyét, nét cudi thanh thanh
nhan nhat, diu dang nha nhén, khong c6 mdt chit mét moi.

Khi phién chit tir trude ¢ Tay Huyén da dén han, hoang thic tré vé, hin tir xin di Tay Huyén, tranh mim tai va, xdy dung thé lc riéng, ngAm am hai thai
tir that dirc, thu mua quan vién triéu dinh, muon strc di nurong & hiu cung. . . Han than khong ¢ Pai Nguy, nhung the hre cta han tai c6 hwong da ken day
nhu ludi, 1y ngdi vi hoang d€ de nhur trd ban tay.

Hén & Tay Huyén xir sy khiém t6n, ddi dai voi nguoi ngoai chan thanh — chira bao gio ¢6 ai n6i hiin gia dbi. Han di dai voi ngudi ngoai chén thanh dén
nrc, ¢d khi ngay chinh minh ciing suyt chut nita bi hra.

Hén nghe chuyén ctia Tir bat, ciing timg ngdi cling trong mdt gian tiru liu, khi d6 chi bao 6 gia bd m con ngde, thye ra tim co dy bung. Mot nguoi
da chiu du ky thi, con c6 thé nhu mot dira kho binh thurong, vay thi thue su [ qua nure ngu di

Pau hay, ¢6 xic thuc o day bung tim co, nhung khong c6 han thii tran ngap. Giao thira nam 4y c6 nham chirc Phuong Vi Lénh, hén tinh ké dira bao
dao cho co, thiy c6 thich cdy dao kia vo cling, hin nght hin da mua chude duoc ngudi nh trude gio von the. Khong ngd Tan ai Vinh xuat hién moi ¢
den an tat nién, ¢ thy sung nhurge kinh (durge sting i ma lo sg), theo Tan Pai Vinh di mat.

Dén gioy, hén van khong thé quén anh it vui mimg thuan khiét nhur vay. . . Tir Dat tir dAu t6i dudi déu nhin thiu hén luén c6 myc dich, Tan Dai Vinh
khong hé c¢6 muyc dich.

Trong thé gian ctia héin, ¢6 1 ngudi duy nhit con ¢6 tinh ngwo, khong tinh todn muru loi, khong c6 tim giam st i tiép can héin, khong vi dia vi m déu
da voi han, hét long vi trach nhiém ctia Phurong Vi Lénh, lai khong nghi gi dén n6. Ngay ca vi Chap kim ngd ma ¢6 than thiét, khi tiép can chét tir Dai
Neuy, trong mit van cé danh gia tinh toéan.

Hai nimndy, so'so vai Jan thiét yén déu dinh kéo ¢6 vao ké hoach ctia han, cubi cung lai budng tay, chi cing ¢6 vui vé tan gau trén troi dudi dat. Tuy
rang khong thé thanh that véi nhau, nhung ¢6 thé giit duge mot manh dat binh yén cudi tim trong cuc minh tranh am d4u ndy, cong ctia Tir Pat 1 khong
thé phu nhan. Bic Pudng On Vu'Y chéc ciing nghi dén duyén c& d6, m6i mao hiém thay ¢b bao vé con ctia Tan Pai Vinh.

Dot nhién, bén trai mdt con gié thdc t6i, Tir Pat tira ho khong hé cam thiy. Sirc gi6 kia theo anh dao bay dén sat hong trai Tir Pat, mdt nhat ndy, s
nira nguoi s€ khong con.

L}"I Dung Tri nhanh tay le mit, mdt thanh ghﬁy thu chém sét nhu chém bin xvét ra tix 6ng tay 40. Hin gio tay Ién chan lai, mft con dau Amram truyén
den, anh dao khung lai. Lach cach mt tiéng, hat bay dai dao cua doi phurong, chiy thi ddm ngdp vao phia do.

C6 hoi nghiéng mit, m6i phét hién hin thay c6 chéin dao, budt miéng: “Virong gia, c6 chuyén gi thé?”

Hén binh tinh nhin mt ¢0 dAy mau, mau chay qua mt, gidng nhu ngay d6 ¢6 Iy thudc cho dira con ctia Tan Dai Vinh, khip niit dam dia méu tuoi, van
khong hé hdi han, khong hé doi hoi.

La vi... mdt nguoi tén la Ly Dung Tri sao?
Bdng dung, tim hin chin dong. Han doi hdi lau, cudi cing. . . ciing Ay duogc sw di xir nhu véi Tan Dai Vinh ctia ¢6?
“Vuong gia?”’

Héncé gitt binh finh, 4nh méit lip Knh nhw séng, cudi néi: “Nhi co mrong yén tam, thud nhé ta c6 hoc qua thudt tin cong, chura timg bo dé, 6 khong
can qué sirc bao v&.”

C5 nhin hin mdt cai, dung lic vung 1én mdt dao, nhung thé luc ¢6 han, khong thé chong d& duoc thich khéch dang Iii kot kéo dén.

Hai ngudi bon ho wira giét vira Iui, dén gjita long song L&, Tir Pat mau ro day tay, chudi dao tron tudt khoi tay nim, c6 kéu to khong on, chua kip nhit
dao Ién, vai tén Thiét quan che mit da vung kiém t6i gin, ¢6 xoay nguoi om liy Ly Dung Tri.

“Tir Pat!”
Hén nhin vao d6i méit dm sic mau, trong chbc 1at, tro mit, khong thé chop mjt cai

“Vurong gia yén tam, an nay toi s& 6m chit Iy ngai, trir phi chém t6i thanh bay tam khiic, néu khong chic chin s& khong 16i t6i di dugc.”



“Néuta khong phai 1a théi tir Pai Nguy, ¢6 van s& bao v&?” Hin cudi hoi.

C6 khong chit nghi ngoi, than nhién cudi voi hén:

“Bao vé!” Durt 14, hai tay 6m thét chat iy héin, chét ciing khong budng

Thén hinh mém mai 4p sat vao ngudi hin, quyét tim dii bi phan thay ciing khong roi ra.

Khong lim ngudi bé trén, then mot kiép 1im nguoi.

Mau phi héin truée khi chét, khudn mét wét dAm mau twoi tran diy mong moi.

Nhung Itic hoang tir déing co, phai ton trong t6 huén, dimng dé con dan vo i ubng mang, dimng dé nurong nurong 6m ndi hin noi chin sudi!
Su phuhé.nvibuéc }ﬁnclﬂémléydé Vi ma tw van,

Bao vé!

Dot nhién, hén chil dong giang tay ra, 6m Iy than hinh ménh khanh trong long, chit ché khang khit, khong mot k& ho.

Néu c6 kiép sau. .. Néu co kiép sau, hin khong mudn im mot hoang tir bung day toan tinh, chi nguyén kim Hoang cong tir duy nhit trong mét ngui!

“Bdn virong khong d4m mao hiém bao vé Tir Pat nita. Chéng 1& Dung Tri huynh khong phat hién ra sa0?” On Vu' Y cudi noi.

Quan com nho nho finh ling, Lam T ding ngoai giit cira.

“Phat hi¢n cai gi?”’

“Huynh khong phat hién, c6 mot doi binh thuén, phén 16n i do nhitng ngurdi bén canh bao vé? Huynh ta bao vé ¢b di By gidi duoc, huynh bao vé ¢d roi

khoi de do, giit lai mot mang, .. Ca doi ¢ yén on thuan loi, & Tay Huyén thi khong dang n6i, nhung & Dai Nguy ciing I ngudi dai phie dai cat. Huynh
giit ¢6 lai bén canh dé bao vé minh, nhung huynh c6 bao vé c6 duoc khong? Hién nay huynh khong can tén nhiéu sirc dé iy duoc long trung ctia cd,

nhung, ta s¢ ¢ mdt ngdy...”

Ly Dung Tri cudi ndi: “Cé mdt ngiy thé nao?”

On Vu Y nghich nghich chiéc nhn ctia minh, khong kim duroc thé dai ndi:

‘O Tix gia, duy chi T Bat con ¢o tinh nguoi, ta cubi cling vanich k}"/, khong nxléq mao hiémdin C(:\)ﬂ tr&y vé& Bic Puong. Ta sg cd6 mit ngay, luc rong
ca nhAn cta ta bao vé c6 ay khong dang, van cam tam tinh nguyén iy ménh nay d6i ménh cta ¢4, d€ c6 ca doi binh binh thudn thuén, vui vui vé vé. Thay
vi nhur thé, tha ring cir dung lai & gio phit ny. Dung Tri huynh, huynh phai can than, dimg dé dén mot ngiy huynh bao vé dén mirc khong quay dau lai
duoc nita, dén lic d6, ¥ mudn giir ¢d bén canh dé huynh duge mdt doi binh thudn, da thue su trd thanh niém mai mia In nhat.”

[1]: Nhan sinh thét thip ¢6 lai hy — A 25+ & #: Ngwoi tho bay muoi xua nay hiém, xut x tir bai “Khic giang ky 2” cta nha tho DS Phu, Trung
Qudc.

[2]: Ia mon nay d6
[3]: Chi do ctia Nguyét lo: hay to hdng ciia 6ng To ba Nguyét, theo truyén thuyét 1 bau vat ding dé gin két nhitng doi uyén uong dudi trin gian.
[4]: Vong ngur chi khét: ngd ¢4 cho d& thém, ban Tir Pat bién thé tir cau “Vong mai chi khat” xem churong 6 dé biét thém chi tiét

[5]:0 trén la Hoan Ngoc (BB E — phon thé), xuong dudi lai la Quynh Ngoc (fﬁ E — gian thé), minh ciing thiét khong hiéu. Hai kiéu chir khac nhau, phat
am ciiing rit khac, nhung nhom niit chi thi thiy hinh nhu ciing hoi gidng giéng. .
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Kinh d6 Dai Nguy.

C6 mit co gii ngbe mdt minh dén Pai Nguy, duwoc Dai Nguy dién ha chiéu c6, & nhés trong mot can nha. Ty nir bay ngudinb boc by nguoi, khu vure
it tién, tir gio Mao thirc ddy cho i gio' Ngo ng trura, timg phit déu c6 nguoi san soc.. O, dién ha, Tir Pat von hén mon, khdng hurdng thu ndi cude
song thién kim. C6 nén bo di khong day?

Dén ddy ngimg bit, bo doan khi 6 tim rira con c6 hai ty i gidp ky co. .. Tir gia | nha quan, trurée lic néim tudi ¢d cling d timg tréi qua loai hudng
thy nay. Nhung gio' ¢6 da hai muroi, lai dé t6i hai ty nit gidp do, gwong mét banh mit ctia ¢6 cling thanh hong ruc. ..

NHhét Ia Jan dau tién bj ngudi ta diit khoat 1ot d0 ra tim rira, nita dém c6 nhay lén méi nha nghe ki, nghe thy hai ty ni ny n6i c6 toan than cao thap tix
trén xuong dudi khong cd mot mieng thit ndo mém mai, cling s& khdng téi xuwong cdt, co bap ran chac lai dan hoi, rat kho lan vao voi cac c6 gai & Dai
Neuy. ..

C0 ctii dau nhin bd ngure dudi lop Thamy ctia minh. Khi vao dong, chat vai miic trén ngwoi hoi day hon binh throng mdt chit, ¢6 nhe nhang dé ngwe
xu6ng, lai dan hoi tré vé, ¢d van nghi minh rat binh throng nha. C6 dat bat xudng nghién mure, di dén bén cira s6 quan sat ty nir di ngang qua, bat ké nhin
0 goc dd nao déu co vé mong manh nhur gidy. .. Xemra, ¢d rat kho lan vao nguoi Pai Nguy thue.

Hoa ra trdéng mao ctia dan 6ng Dai Nguy thién vé thanh t i mi, phu nit Pai Nguy cang manh khanh hon, 1am cho loai than hinh dién mao nhur ¢6 thue. ..
tur ti.

D6t nhién, mdt than hinh cao 16n ngiin lai tim nhin ciia ¢6. C6 nging dau vira thiy, cudi noi: “Pai cong tir.”
“Nhi tiéu thur, da dén gid.”” Guong mit héin rat lanh Ring.

Co6 dap 1(‘)1'“‘£)én ngay day”, ap tirc vao trong phong iy dao. Liic c6 budc ra ngoai, O Pong Sinh dang dimg bén canh ban, tay hé ra birc mic hoa
(tranh v& bang nurc tau).

“Cainay...” Co cuoinoi “Pai cong tir, t6i v& khong dep Iim, dé anh ché cudi roL.”

“Khong, vAy | tot im do.” Ngir khi kia nic dit lanh king nhung lai chira chut kinh ngac. “Téi cir nghi 6 khong gioi v&.”

Hin lai cti d4u nhin bire thur ctia ¢6, hoi khung lai. “T6i ctr nghil ¢6 mi chit.” O Tay Huyén ¢6 vai vién quan nho dét diic can mai la chuyén thuong,
“_..”” C6 thy mdi minh dang co rim lai. “T6i méc dui bat tai, nhung van con mdt it y chi mudn tién bo chir.”

0 Bong Sinh nhin nét chir cia ¢6 cham chi, cai nhin lim da dau Tir Pat hoi té t&. C6 hinh nhwr hon su phu. . .O Dai thiéu gia & Tay Huyén van vo song
toan, hin da vurot hon ¢ tit tip vo nghé, néu con bo xa ¢ ca vé vin chirong nita, c6 tha chay qua Bic Pudng hodic Nam Lam trén cho rdi.

... Thu phép ctia Nhi tiéu thu khong t&.” Nét bit thin trong k§ udng, khér(;)n, dang tiéc khi nhin k¥ lai c6 gi d6 rét giéng hoc si trong cung Tir Truc.
Thay nhur vay, cling ttrng m6 phong theo nét bit quen thudc ay. Han tha xudng, lai cam lay birc méc hoa 1én xem, chi vao ngudi dan 6ng 6m Ly Dung Tri
trén song L&, hoi: “Sao lai vé t61?”

C6 & a nira ngity, m6i thye tha n6i: “Dai cong tir sau khi dén Pai Nguy, chic cting biét dwoc nam nit cimky. Khong chi cim, ma con cAm rat ngiit
nghéo. Néu dé nguoi khac bict 1 t6i bao vé Ly Dung Tri, vy phién toai con nhieu hon, khong phai sao?”

“.. .Tai sao han lai 6m t6i?”

“0...Chac Ia Tir Pat nhét thoi dang tri, khong can than v& hai tay 6m Dai cong tir, Dai cong tur xin dimg hiéu lAm.” Ngdy dy c6 qué that cam thay ¢6
nguoi 6m lay cd, rat chat. Khong phai Ly Dung Tri, chang € lai a quy?

Nguoi tudng sép chét, s& 6m chat lAy ngudi gan nhat voi minh. Khi d6 ¢6 chi cam thiy ngudi nay 6m c6 chit dén khong tho duge, suyt chit nita im co
nghet thd ma chét.

May ma triéu dinh Pai Nguy phai quin ho vé ra t6i bién canh dé doi, nghe n6i ngay ca céc ky nhan dudi truéng Ly Dung Tri cling ¢6 trong d6. C6 cao
thi thi v& liéu chét md dudng mau qua song L& mit béo, bon ho mbi dén ciru nguoi kip lc.

Sau ny chinh tai nghe nguwdi ta k& lai, e Ay c6 bao vé Ly Dung Tri, dao kiém sép dam t6i, quén h vé con chua dén kip,  truong thuong ciia O Dong
Sinh x¢é gi6 bay t6i, xuyén thau lién tuc may tén linh Hac Thi€t quan mdi ctiru dugc.

“Nhi tiéu thur.”” Hn cAm trudng thurong budc ra san.
“Lam phién Pai cong tir.” C6 cuoi. Gio trudng dao 1én déu voi hin.
Khong phai c6 hang hai gi, nhung tir khi 6 6n dinh phan ndo ¢ kinh d6 Pai Nguy, O Pdng Sinh chi dong dua ra cir mbi hai ngy lai uan ban, dé ngira co

giam Ién vét xe d6 — ndi toac ra chinh I, Ly Dung Tri con chua leo 1én duoc ngoi vi hoang dé, néu co & lai Pai Nguy, khong thé cir mdt ngay nao d6 di
ra ngoai chét thay dugc, con lién uy dén han nira, khong bang dé hén huin huyén cho roi.



Hén 13 thiy gido nghiém khéc lim nha! Néu con & Tay Huyén, c6 chéc chin mudn 6m dii hdn xin hin day c6 hong con tranh tai thi thd, nhung nay vinh
biét Tay Huyen 16, can gi phai luyén tap nita chur. ..

C6 hoi lo dang, cam thdy mdt thurong ciia hiin dAm dén, hd khiu [1] dau diéng. C6 biét hén nhin ra ¢6 tim than dao dong, Bp tirc tip trung lai.

Su phua! Su phua! Anh chang ndy c6 thé huén luyén dwoc ca mot doi quan dit c6 chét ciing khong ngd xubng dat. Mdi lan luyén tap, huyén subt bon
canh gioy, com trira ciing bo qua. .. C6 4m thdm kéu kho.

Miii thirong ctia O Ddng Sinh tién sat dén hai niit ¢6. Tir Pat da mdt cude vao hu khong, phi than Ién cot dinh. O Pong Sinh d& dang khéa tru bong
dang ctia ¢d, thuong voi ngurdi nhu hinh véi bong,

Ty nit bude vao sin thiy thé kéu hoang, lai thiy dng tay 40 6 tung bay 16 ra canh tay, so i mirc hoa dung thit sic.

“Tir tiéu thur, phi théi tr cho moi. ..” Ty nix Ep bip noi.

A, tién dan ctru mang dén rdi!

Ly Dung Tri ding 1 mot ké rat biét dién kich.

Nghe n6i, ngiy tro vé dé do, hin voi vang vao cung, thing dén trude giwong ko hoang dé dang bénh nhe, quy bi hanh dai I8. Khong c6 dang vé that
thanh gao khoc, cling khong c6 hanh dong lau ngdy gap lai nhao t61 6m phu hoang, hén cir nhu vay tinh & hoi ngu y, hoi lai bénh tinh ctia phy hoang, hoi
hoi, miéng tuy van 6n ton nhd nhén, d6i mét den tuyén da hoi hoi hdng hong, con lp lanh anh nudc.

Cung nit & Q(') thiy vay cam dong, chi n6i vi dan chinh [2] tir Tay Huyén trd vé nay 16t cude ciing khé nén duge chan tinh. Ngudi sau mén ciing khong
kim dugc tieng tho dai.

Thén tinh nhu vy, khong 4 4m ap khong voi vang, dan do phi hop, khong gia vo khong dbi tra, c6 khong thé khong dm thim thén thirc. Béan do phi hop
nhur vay, m6i cang cho thiy Ly Dung Tri véi thdn phu khong hé ¢6 cam tinh.

Pém d6, Ly Dung Tri vi vang dn theo mdt ngyr y gidi dén ddy, doa c6 dén nhay dung lén.

Khuon niit tuéin t6 cia héin hoi nhéin i, dau tién | dé ngy y chn dodn may chuyén ‘chua quen thity th” cta hén, roi ‘tién thé” xem gitp ¢6 thude doc
uong ngiy d6 da dugc hoan toan giai hét hay chura. Trong lae kham, thinh thoang han lai thudt cho ngyr y mély triéu chimg “thi re khong duroc tot”, “co
anh hudng dén tai”, bung thinh thodng c6 dau”... C6 nghe duoc tron tron mat Ién, ¢6 twong minh da giau rat k¥, han. . . lai nhin ra khong s6t mot mau
nao!

Hin voi vang dén, voi vang di.

Chua giép vai ngiy da sai nguoi truyén tin cho c6. Co vira thiy, chflng qua chi | an can hoi han vai viée nho xiu. C6 ciing ngai nén khong dép 15, danh
phai ké & may chuyén be bé trong cudc song cho qua. Két qua han lai héi lai lan nita, lam hai c6 phai di mua bt 16ng véi nghién myc. . .

Ctr nghe, mdi ngity ctia hin cir lién tyc vao cung bau ban v6i nguoi gia, rdi hoc chirong trinh hoc cua thi tir, méi cho dén khi nga keng, chi vira chop
it ngoai troi da 1a hirng dong. Han 16 rang 14 trd ve cling vo ich. ..

Hoémnay, ¢ lin dAu tién toi phi théi tir. Vira thiy dén Ly Dung Tri dén, ¢6 theo ban ning danh gi4 khi sic ctia hin, qua nhién hoi gy, sic mit ciing
khong dugc khoe manh nhur trwde kia. Han thay ¢ cham chi nhin, am ap cuoi dap lai.

“Néu khong phai Tir tiéu thu lidu chét ciru gitip, hom nay da thanh cong da trang” Mon khéch & phu thai tir déu thé dai.

“Pau co dau cd, 1a dién ha phic day ménh Ion théi.” Co dap 1oi. Lap tire lai nghi, dui sao cling da chét mot lan, chét lai lAn nita co khong phai khong so,
hubng chi, hudng chi. ..

Co ]éng Jing nghe nhing ngudi ndy thio lun chuyén Pai hoang tir thit dtrc gy anh huréng, cing v6i chuyén thé hre sau hrng cac hoang tir khéc ciing da
bat dau ruc rich.

C6 nghe nghe, c6 hoi hoang hot, thi ra Dai hoang tir thét drc 1a thét ¢ trong hdu cung, vi thé, Pai hoang tir quy gdi bén ngoai dign, noi | bi ngudi ham
hai, nhung chimg ctr ranh ranh ra nhur vay, hoang d€ lam sao tin duoc. ... Nhitng giém pha ton hai thién uy d6 ¢6 thé 14 lan truyen, chi vi myc dich vu cho
duoc hai chir that dac?

Nhirng nguoi nity khong ngo lai dao mdt céi hd dai nghich bét dao nhu vay. .. C6 nhéim mit lai, hai tay khoanh truée ngue, mat diéc tai ngo. Tranh déu
triéu dinh chinh 14 day, c6 kho ai gi ngudi dudi ganh ca, & Ty Huyén ciing thé? C6 cung thi inh chinh 1 thi dy tan khoc d6, khdng phai sao?

C5 lai nghe thy, giita muon giong n6i tron 1An hdn tap, mdt am thanh rd rang nhot nhat pha chit khan khan lot vao tai...

Ly Dung Tri miy ngiy lién déu ban ron, da sém moi mét. Co phat hién han hoi ué oai, giong noi tra nhur tiéng ctia Hoang cong tir trong phong tiéu quan

& Tay Huyén ngay 4y. . . Biét rd nam nhan ndy luon Iuén dién kich, nhung van khong ding dimg nhé tdi nhitng ngiy héin cure nhoc khuya som chim soc
cO.



Pt ¢6 timg ngum ting ngum thudc. ..
Gilp c6 vén méi toc bi i thdi rbi tung. .
Doi tay khién ¢6 an thm ma ngi. ..

Néu, néu han  thit tinh, d cé doi ¢6 phai dan don ciing cam tam tinh nguyén. S thit mét long a, trong long ¢ cudi kho. Sy thét 1, han can ding dén
c0, su that 13, cd... van Ia di tim ti€u quan di!

C0 da hét hy vong vao cai the loi tri am tri ky tuyét voi Kia o, gio chi tinh tim mot tiéu quan dé ném thir tinh yéu trai gai. C6 mudn minh khong “ho tur
loan tuwong’ nhu vay nita, nira dém tréan troc ngl khong duoc thinh thodng con tudng twong minh dang abe xyz véi Ly Dung Tri. ..

Aibao chua c6 ai di xir voi 6 nhur vay Bim gi? Ai bao c6 gidng ché, ai dbi xir tt voi cd, ¢b lién cam tim tinh nguyén ban mang nhur vay Bm gi?

C6 da bong gi6 hoi rat nhidu Lty nir hogc nd boc. O kinh d6 Dai Nguy thanh lau khong hiém, nhung tiéu quan quén thi nhélt Vvan tam bat tri’, hoi dén dau
cau tra loi van a ‘khong 1o lam [3]. Co déy, Pai Ngyy cung Tay Huyen d&u c6 nhu cu ‘nam phong’ [4] nhur nhau, ¢6 cau chic chin s& ¢ cung, ¢6
ngudi ban, c6 nganh san xuat. Tiéu quan quan trdm phan trdm co ton tai, chi B khong thé quang minh chinh dai bay ra dé ngudi khac coi ma théi.

“...” Xung quanh ¢ hinh nhr rat im Ang,

C6 cham ri girong mét, lai cham rii do mit qua cac mon khach dang nhin ¢6 tran trbi, cudi cing lai thong tha nhin Ly Dung Tri dang mim mbi gidu y
cuol.

“... Sao vay?” Cd cudi troi roi.

“Tir tiéu thu mét moi?” C6 ngudi hoi.

“... Khong, Tir Pat chi | dang suy nghi mdt chit.” Suy nghi xem lm thé ndo dé ngay gitta dé d6 nay nhay vo tiéu quan quan m thoi.
Mot danh si trung nién trong d6 vudt vudt rdu cudi noi: “Tir tiéu thu suy nghi xong, vy da c6 két ludn chua?”

“Caindy...”

“Be ha thich ca, hau nhur ngaty ndo ciing an canh c4.” Ly Dung Tri bdng nhién néi: “Hom nay Péc Hoan lu vira dang én mdt con c4 kha I6n, phan xwong
d¢ lai lAu di.”

Moi ngudi trung ra vé miit khong hiéu.

Tir Pat tim dép thim thim, khy mot tiéng. Canh xwong ciing ngon nha.... C6 dén Dai Nguy, viée hanh phc nhat chinh B, hai san noi nay khong biét
tuyét hon Tay Huyén bao nhiéu. Pac Hoan lau I hre lwong Ion hiém hoi & kinh d6 chuyén thu mua hai san truc ticp tai bo bien, vén chuyén dén kinh
thanh ngay trong démdé gitr hai san gitr dugce d6 twoi ngon nhat, néu cé thir gi dac biét s€ dang vao cung,

Lio hoang dé Pai Nguy ciing thich an ¢4, than i ngudi cling s& thich, ¢6 tuyét ddi khong ngai viéc n canh xwrong con lai clia dng du.

“Chuyén do....” C6 lai khy mot tiéng, liéc mit nhin Ly Dung Tri mdt céi. “Mubn ciing cb dia vi ctia dién ha trong méit hoang dé Pai Neuy, dién ha & Tay
Huyén lu6n ludn giit minh trong sach, “hiru muc cdng d6’ (c6 niit cung thay, chi dicu qua 16 rang), dién ha khong ngai am chi 15, chi nghénh mot hau
khong nap phi tir khac, ton trong to huan Pai Nguy, ¢6 & rat hiru ich.”

Danh si trung nién mé miét tron xoe. Cac mdn khéch phia sau hin khéc ciing chop mit lién tuc, nhin lai Ly Dung Tri.

“Bao dién ha chi cudi mot hau, khong khoi co didu ty khuét. ..”

“Danh sach hiu phi da ¢6 pho [5] rdi...” C6 ke thip giong im bam. Du k thii tir 6 dire ¢4 tai ¢ danh vong, nhumg c6 nhing ké chi ¢6 thé ding céch
nay thu mua, thé lyc chia déu, mra moc ciing dinh 13 bién phap duy nhat.
Ly Dung Tri van khong n6i gi.
Danh si trung nién tram ngam mot lt, xen 1oi: “K¢ tir khi hoang tir thét dirc, thén thé Hoang Thuong ngay cang sa s, chi so ngai dy khong thoi canh
canh viéc ndy trong long. Néu lic nay dién ha bicu 16 timy, Hoang Thirong ¢6 thé duoc an i, trong lai thién ha Ly gia khong giam lén vét xe d6, pham
thurong. ..” Ong khong dam néi nghich ludn, stra lot: “Con nita, ndm d6 nwong nirong vi ndi dau trong hiu cung nén ham oan ma chét, dién ha con chau
Ly gia ciing suyt chit nita chét tré, Hoang Thuong c6 khi vi thé ma lwu tam. .. Cho sau khi dién ha di Ién ngbi vi hoang d€, khi d6 ban chicu nap phi tir

.. cling khong mudn.”” Ong ta ndi thyc ham stic, thé luc chia déu van phai thue hién, nhung cé thé hoan dugc mdt thoi gian.
Tir Pat nhin thir Ly Dung Tri. Han ¢6 vé rét chuyén chi king nghe, con hoi c6 vé dam chiéu. C6 nghe nghe, ly c¢6 linh ra ngoai mot chit, dudi thit kg

dang mdi nhur.

Tir khi dén day, c6 moi phat hién hoa ra loai anh tai nhur Tir Truce T Hoi cling khong chiu ndi. Pai Nguy c6 phai 1 coi qua den thanh phuong hoang



khong, ma lai tim ¢6 tham gia vao loai chuyén ndy vay? Chéng & Ly Dung Tri khong ndi cho bon ho biét, hin chi dem ¢6 theo lim buia h ménh sao?
C6 ubng mdt hép nmurde, rira miit qua loa, lai di tré vé, phat hién moi ngudi d giai tan ca, chi con lai danh si trung nién kia cting mdt mon khach khac.

Hai ngurdi bon ho vira budc ra ngoai vira n6i: “Hom d6 t6i coi thoa dang rdi. .. Bang tién sinh, e i ngiy d6 dién ha da hira s& ban cho ¢6 ta qua nhiéu
cuia cai trdn quy.”

“‘0..”
“Trén nguoi ¢b ta c6 bao dao Truong Pirc, 16 rang 1 dién ha ban tang, chuyén nay rét cude nghia 1 sao?”’
C6 nghiia gi dau, tién nhiéu d6 quy mua 1ong 6 ma thoi, ¢b co duge cdy dao bén hong kia 1 nho vay do.

“T6i tirng nghe Tir gia Tay Huyén c6 ba con gai, mdt ¢ tur chit binh thudng. .. Tuy ring ¢6 ta khong tim thurong nhur 16i don, nhung toi nghi 6 chinh
¢6 Tur nit (con gai nha ho Tir) kia d6.”

Oi 6i, ¢6 nén cam ta vi mdn khach ndy ca ngoi, lic trrde O Pai cong tir con tudong ring cd ddt ddc can mai kia.

Hai nguoi trd chuyén mot e rdi rdi di. C6 tir phia sau cdy cot ¢ hanh lang di ra, nghi d4 Jau rdi méi c6 duge mdt miu mirmg vui, nguoi Dai Nguy khong
biet 6 la Tur Pat. Co anh chang thay c6, do mat, 6 mirng lén miy, suyt chut nita con dinh x6ng t6i nam 4o anh ta hoi muon vé nha véi co hay khong. ..

C6 con tuong rang & day thi co thé ung dung tur tai duoc ty, té ra danh tiéng ctia ¢b gai binh thudng nha ho Tir lan rat xa a.
C6 dombudc di, chot thiy & cong vom mdt bong dang simg sing, C6 lap tirc cudi ndi: “Bang tién sinh con chura di sa0?”

Danh si trung nién kia quay hin ngudi lai nhin ¢6. “Tir tiéu thur, Bang md van chura ¢ co hdi cam ta tiéu thur. Néu khong c6 tiéu thur, chi sg dién ha kho
cé thé toan thin tré ve.”

Tir Dat voi vang dap 18, noi: ‘Chuyén nhd chuyén nhd. Pién ha ngai éy. ..cdan VO‘l 101, Pai Nguy ¢6 cau, mong nhét phan chi an, thuong sat than di bao
(chiu &n mGt bita com, nguyén lay ca tinh mang bao dap). Toi day. . . ciing khong toi khong t61.”

“Tir tiéu thur ¢6 chut hiéu biét vé vin hoa Pai Neuy.” Hin vudt vubt réu, cudi noi.
“Tam tam tho1 tam tam thoi.”
“Tir tiu thur. .. Cy dao ndy...”

C6 mit khong ddi sic dap: “La dién ha tang cho. Nghe ddn bao dao nay la vat s¢ hitu cia su phu dién ha, dién ha that su coi trong Tir Pat, Tir Pat tt
nhién toan tam phuc vy.”

“O... Su phu ctia dién ha 3 nguoi quén tir tai dirc & Pai Nguy. Nam dé dién ha rdi kinh d6, chi chit dong mang theo cay bao dao nay, chic hin dién ha
tudng nhd vi quén tir tai duc ay.”

C6 cudi dap: “Chic han i vay.”

“Tir tiéu thur. .. TO tién ¢6 1a ho Tir hay ho Hira?”” Han chot hoi.

C6 simg sdt. “Tét nhién 14 ho Tir, sao lai n6i | Hira.”

Hién trAm ngAm trong chdc Iat. “Vay tiéu thu c6 timg nghe dén ho Hira & Pai Nguy?”
“.. Chura timg,”

“Kim dao khai qudc trong cung Pai Nguy?”

“Chura timng,” C6 thing thén dap.

“Nhir Thi ¢ Bic Puong?”

“..”C6 e dau.

“Tu Nhan & Nam Duong?”

“T6i ca doi chi ¢ kinh @6 Tay Huyén, ddi véi may dong ho ctia tir qudc nay khong biét nhidu im.”” C6 hoi cam thy khéc thuong,



“Hoba ra a vily. ... Tir tiéu thur tubi con tré, khong nén dimg hai chir ca doi”

Vi ¢ i noi, Tir Pt rdi khoi Tay Huyeén, ky thit chéing khéc gi chét. C6 thiy ho Bang ndy mudn ndi lai tho, trong long biét héin dang chd ¢ néi Iy do,
¢6 y hoi: “Tir Pat mu6n hoi Bang tién sinh mot chuyén. Cai do. .. Nam phong 6 Pai Nguy chiac khong pho bién, Tur Dat tir khi dén kinh thanh t6i gio
chua timg ggip ti€u quan quan. . . Pai Nguy c6 tiéu quan quan chir?”

Guong mit ho Bang gidt giat, ngay ca rau ria ciing co rit. “Tiéu quan quéan. . . Tir tiéu thu hoind a dé...”

Cb xoan xoan dudi toc, cuoi duyén dap: “Tat nhién i dé ding” C6 dé y thiy héin 16 rang hoi lung lay mot chit, anh it nhin ¢6 ¢6 thay doi.

baéy la duong nhién. Hén tuwong Ly Dung Tri da hira cho c6 mdt vi tri trong hiu cung, nhung hiu phi Pai Neuy, than thé phai trong sach thuan khiét, co
muon tim tiéu quan, tat nhién Ia khong thé budc chan vao hiu cung nira.

Cb hong hén diu mf)pg, chim réi budng loi: “Bang md khong biét tiéu quan quan, nhung nghe ndi cai loai dia phuong do long xa hon tap (¥ noi tt xiu
lan I6n). .. Néu Tir tiéu thu can, Bang mo c6 the nghi cach giap d6.”” Han ndi vo cting ham stic.

C6 chdp mét méy cai, cudi ndi: “Vay lim phién Bang tién sinh.” Nguoi ndy, con mubn nhin ¢6 gao ndu thanh com ha. C6 thiét tinh nhin khong dwoc, hoi:
“Danh sach hdu phi ctia dién ha, c6 c6 nguoi ngai ay thich?”

... Thich?”
“U, da gip mit nhau 4y?”

Héin khong biét tai sao ¢6 hoi viée nay, am tham suy nghi trong chdc lat, dap: “Hon sy ctia nam nir ¢ Pai Nguy nio ¢6 1én gip mit, chi ¢ tranh v& thoi.
Hai ngay trudc da trinh tranh v& 1én cho dién ha xem.”

0 6, trimg thurong bit bude. C6 1§ b giu nét miit khong k§, han giéi thich: “Cling khong thiét thoi cho dién ha. Néu khong phai k my nhén kim sao trinh
lén duoc? Con gai ctia Tien dai nhan da cdo 1o hoi hirong d6. .. Chinh la dai ty ctia Lam T, 1a dé nhat my nhan Pai Nguy, khong, c6 [ 1a dé nhat my
nhan tr quoc.”

“Hay chang Ia duyén troi tdc hop?”” C6 hoan hi ndi.

Hén nhin k¥ biéu tinh chan thanh ctia ¢6. Han con tudng ring. .. Ngin dim xa x6i theo thai tir Pai Nguy tré' v&, i c6 muru do kin ddo, chiang 1& tht sy 1
hén nghi sai?

Hin thiy nét may cuia ¢6 c6 anh khi, khac bict rat nhiéu v6i con gai Pai Neuy. Tiéu quan quan? Vira 101 hén suyt chit nira ngét xiu, con gai Pai Nguy ma
c6 y nghil ndy chic chan da bi nguoi khac danh que chan. Tay Huyén Tir gia qua nhién khong giong binh thurong, chi riéng ¢6 Tir Dat bi don dai tim
thuong nay da 1a nhu thé, vay nhiing c6 gaicon lai...

“Tir tiéu thu chuyén ding dao?” Hin lai hoi.

“Ping vay, toi tir nho da tap dao, dién ha vi thé méi dua bao dao cho t6i.”

“Tir Pai tiéu thu cling Tam tiéu thur. ..

May ¢6 hoi nhudng Ién. “Tir True khong biét vo, Tir Hoi ding Am dao. Thé nao?”

“Am dao? Céi loai Am phii gi d6 khong thé i s¢ hitu ctia Dai Nguy. .. Néu Tir tiéu thu ho Hira. ..” Han dng lic ngam miéng,

Chir “hira” (LfF) ¢6 chira chit “ngo” () sao? Trong 1ong c6 cam thiy hoi ky la. Ngon ngir ttr qudc, chit viét khong gidng, nhung 4m diéu khong khéc
nhau nhidu, néu néi Hira thinh Tir ciing c6 thé. .

Hén di r6i, c6 mit himg ngdi ngo ngén trong san, tién tay ngit mdt phién 4 xanh, tura trén lan can bang d4, nhe nhang thdi mot khic.

Gitta nhitng nbt nhac dudng nhur ¢6 g6 nhe thm, mong chinh minh c6 thé an yén quay vé Tay Huyen, ¢6i b6 tinh cam hoai niém sau trong tim twéng, O
trude mit O Pai cong tir, c6 khong dam thdi khic hoai niém ndy, ¢6 so hiin nhd nha, so hén héi han vi da theo ¢6 di.

Coi di, c6 so dong so tay, lic trude hoc ti tric (nhac cy) nay co ich loi gi dau? C6 khong o gi ca, du quay lai mot lan, c6 van khong hdi han vi da y
thudc cho Hoan Ngoc, nhung, tur sau khi roi khoi Tay Huyén, trong tim ¢6 van rdng toéc. Hoa ra khi dirt drt r&, Iuc binh lai kho chiu dén vay, c6 tham
chi con khong biét sau ndy nén di noi ndo.

Thién ha van dam, nha ctia ¢d, da khong thé tré vé duoc nita roi.

Negay ca... ngay ca ngudi trong tim, ciing khong d4m cau vong nita.

Néu c6 ¢6 c tinh nhur Tir True, ¢6 s& gio thi doan dia gion dem Ly Dung Tri nhét vao trong mit thét, ctr khéa héin ca doi nhur vdy.



Néu ¢6 c6 ca tinh nhur Tir Hoi, ¢6 lp tire 16i Ly Dung Tri dén dinh niii ndo d6 chung song, théi tir, bé ha gi gi virt hét cho ngudi khac. Coi han khong 1a
gi khac ngoai don gian 1a Hoang cong tir cuia c6.

Nhung, c6 khong phai Ia ai hét, chi la Tir at. .. Chi a Tir Dat ma thoi.

Lic 0 Iy lai tinh thin, phat hién khtic nhac minh thoi & chuyén di¢u, bét du tw xuéin (khy, c4i néy minh nghif céc ban doc ngdn tinh déu biét). C6 6m
bung cudi to, noi: “Cai ndy goi la cai gi? Binh thuong thi khong tirong tu, nhung vira moi bat dau muon, lai twong tu dén .”” Khong duoc khong dugc,
sa0 0 lai do do du du khong quyét nhu vay? Xemra, ¢o phai mau ném chit mii vi nam nit hoan 4i, dé huéng thu xem loai chuyén d6 mat hon dén do
nao, s& khong phai trong tu nita. C6 suy nghi trong chéc lat, hang héing giong, mim curdi Am bam hat: “Ta co d6i ban tay to Ion, binh sia, chang c6
nguyén y theo ta? Ta c6 bd nguc tron day, binh sia, chang c6 mudn s0? Ta co...” Giong cd dimng lai, nheo niit thiy rd bong dang bén canh cira da.
“Sao lai khong hat nira?”” Han 6n nhu hoi.

C6 chamrai dung day, kéo kéo vat 4o, khi ngirng Ién, mit da déy nét cudi toe toét. “Phong tuc khac biét, khiic nay khong thé hat bay.”

“Khiic t6 tinh ctia Ty Huyén?”

“Dling vay, khtic t6 tinh thé tuc hét n6i.” C6 thy phia sau hin khong ¢6 ai, cudi hoi: “Dién ha khong trd vé cung tham Hoang Thwong sao?”’

“Pang dinh di qua.” Ly Dung Tri tir tir di dén trude mit ¢, n6i: “Ciing thuan duong dua cd trd vé.”

C6 chop mit méy céi, xua xua tay. “Toi nghi khi v&, thuin dudng toi Déc Hoan 1u ném thir canh xurong.”

Hén nghe vdy, cudi bao: “Dlmg t61 d6 mot minh, by gio' con rat nguy hiém. Ciing ding ném bat cir nguyén liéu ndu an gi dugc dira vao trong cung, nhit
1a cho Hoang Thurgng, cho du Ia d6 thira.”

(Cb kha bién sic mt.
Hin lai nhe giong noi: “Khong phai ta, khong lién quan ti ta. Thin la con chéu hoang thét, von khong nén dé cho nguoi ta blét minh thich c4i g, nhit 1a

vua ctia mjt nude, day déu 1a phai tra i d4t. Saundy. .. ta cling vay.” Lat sau, hin d6t nhién n6i: “Pai hoang tir thét dirc, néu khong c6 hén chit dong,
sao lai c6 so hd dé ta ndm duoc?”

« A oo r AL N 1 ac _sas

Cb cii mit, thiy hdn viron tay vé phia minh, von turéng ring héin mubn cam tay, dang phén van c6 nén né tranh hay khong, dot nhién, ban tay to 1on kia
che kin hai mit.

“Pién ha?” Long ban tay 4m ap, im c6 nhd tdi hoi 4m trén xe ngwra.

“Nhi ¢6 mrong, sao bay gio van con nheo mét? Ngu y Pai Nguy ciing tri khong hét?”

C6 cudi: “Thi e t6i lic nho tot hon nguoi thurong rit nhiéu, nay ching qua 1 trd lai binh thuong thoi, khong ngai gl.”

Doi tay kia budng xubng.

Anh néing roi vao trong mit cd, thir dau tién 6 thiy duoc 1 nét - may thanh t1 3 dmapy cudi clia han Al da, ciing la phai Jim Hoang Thurong, thoi gian &
chung khong bao nhiéu, nh1n hén thém duoc phiit ndo hay phit dy. Vi thé c6 ciing cudi, cudn cubn dudi toc, néi: “Néu dién ha mudn thuan duong dua
Tir Pat, vy am phién ngai.”

Cb kiéu duoc ning Ién.

Namnit chung mdt kiéu.

C6 ngdi nghiém chinh, hén chuyén phiém v6i ¢0 vai cau, hon phan nira 1 hoi c6 & Bai Nguy c6 quen hay khong, hodc la chi cho ¢6 kinh thanh c6 quin
annao duoc. Hﬁnrm dé do da phiéuném, phan I6n tin tire déu 1 nghe cung nit ndi lic nho, khong dam chac chan cira hang van con. Dt 1o, han dot
nhién lai n6i: “Pung 164, ¢6 da hoi am chura?”

C6 r mot tiéng, Ay ra tir bén hong 14 thur vira viét xong ltic sang dira cho hin. Ngudi da gip mit, con phai doc thur nira hir?

Hén nhan léy, mo ra cham chi doc. Dén doan c6 nhan nhé kéunha qua 16n, y cuoi cang sau. MC)t 14t sau, hin ndi “Toa nha kia vdn ]a dé cho mbn
khach cua ta str dung. C6 14 i, ta bo tri cho ¢6 ¢ lai mot toa nha, ky thyc rat hop ly, trude mat nhimg ngudi khac cling s€ khong the xét nét gi.” Lat
sau, han lai nhu v6 tdm noi: “Nhi ¢6 nurong ding hiu lam, Dung Tri cling khong phai thire coi ¢6 nhur mdn khach dudi truong ta, ma la, ngwoi lan vao
trong d6, doi vdi co cd € an toan hon. Hom nay ciing 1a vi muon gip Nhi ¢d nuong, vi thé mai tim cd moi ¢6 vé phi.”

.. Miit ¢6 nong Ién, 4nh miit dua ra ngoai cira s6 kiéu.

Hin can than gip tO gidy lai, cudi ndi: “Lic ndo ta ranh s& hdi 4m cho ¢6.”



C6 chuyén gi gio n6i lion khong duoc sao? Con hdi Am nita, ciing chi i miy chit don gian ma. .. Nhung c6 van dap nhe mot tiéng: “Duoc. Dién ha nhé
chi y bao trong,”

Hén mim cudi, thiy chiéc ti nhé bén hong cd, 4nh mét mém mai, hoi: “Bén trong chira dong tim két?”

“0, dién ha van chira quén? Khong phai dong tam két, chang qua 1 soi chi d6 timg tét thanh ddng tam két thoi” Péu gdi ¢6 chot kh& dung vao hiin qua
16p 40, dudng nhur ¢6 thé cam nhan dwoc nhiét d6 co thé hin, trong chbc 1at chi cam thiy hai ma nhur phét sot.

C0 tham Jim bam mdt tiéng, khang dinh chinh minh thét sy | tur xuAn. Cling phi, cém xtic yéu duong chéy bong cua trai gai TAy Huyén phén Ion tap
trung & murdi tudi dén ba muroi, qua ba muroi chiang con chit nhiét huyet thiéu dot nao, chi con mye dich sinh san, phu than ¢6 khong phai nhur thé sao?
\,flsinhhamf)t dtra mang ho ctia 6ng, ma phai & ré nha ho Tir, dén ndm muroi tudi van con ¢ nha me, doi voi mot 1o gia nhu thé ma noi that sy Ia rat tra
tan.

May db d6 ¢ déu chi biét khi da thiéu nién. Hoi d6, c6 tinh cd thay Tir True mang vé tir trong cung vai cudn sach, déu i cong trinh nhiéu nim nghién
curu cua chi.

Nay nghi dén, nghién ciru cta Tir True thure v6 ctng chinh xac. C6 da hai muroi, dong duc. ... khong, cam xtic manh me hon lai khong c6 duong phat tiét,
tu nhién la ngay ca mdt cai dau goi cling dé dang khién cd suy nghi bay ba.

C6 nhin canh dudng phd ron rang ngoai clra s6 ma khong chit dé y, nghe ngurdi bén canh n6i gi do, ¢ tra 1 duoc, it sau lai quay du nhin Ly Dung
Tri. “Tir Pat thét 1€, dién ha vira rdi n6i gi vay?”

Hin mim cudi: “Ta ndi, cho ta muon soi chi d6 cta ¢6 nhin mdt cai di.”

Trong long ¢6 hoi nghi hodic, ngay sau do lai tiéu tan. Mot soi ddy do thi c6 thé lam gi ché?
C6 ly ra tir trong ti ra soi ddy nho, dua cho hin.

Ly Dung Tri nhe nhang vubt vudt soi ddy mot lat, dot nhién bt dau bén lai.

C6 ngac nhién, dang mu6n hoi hén mudn Ay day 1im céi gi, lai thiy hén timg chut mot tét lai chiéc dong tam két nhur cii. Nhirg ngon dai tréing mudt ¢6
d6i phén triic tric, hién nhién 1 vira méi hoc.

Timc6 dap bum bum, khong tu chii duogc liéc mdt bén mfat cua hﬁn Khudn mit tuAn tG nhu ngoc clia hin dang cham chi, moi khong son ma d9. ..
Khong phai, 1a khoée miéng uén khé cong cong, trong rat dep mat.

Nhung, nguyén nhan chinh 1a dep dén ndi mit ¢6 ctr ngd dam dam, phdi van hét y chi méi doi duge khoi muce tiéu. Anh mit vira chuyén, bét duoc mdt
cai tii nho treo tong teng bén vach ki¢u.

C5 bdng to md, Ay tii xudng, cam thiy 1ong ban tay rat Am. C6 thim kinh ngac, md i ra, bén trong | mdt khdi da nhin bong den nhu mire.

“Déy la noan thach (da 4m) cta Pai Nguy.” Ly Dung Tri cudi ni: “May dém gan déy rat lanh, Nhj ¢ nurong mang vé di, it trong tti dé trong nguc 4o,
dimg cho nd tiép xiic tryc tiép véi da 1a duge.”

“Céi nay chéc rat hiém?” C6 yéu thich khong roi.

Hén nhin ¢6 mdt cai, cuoi noi: “Bao hiém ciing ding, hang ndm chi san xudt mot lugng cd dinh, ai ai ciing tranh nhau mua.”

C6 a mit tiéng, khoe miéng cong cong, thich thi nhan ldy. Chéc I troi sinh ¢6 von khong phai nhén tai hiém c6 dang ngac nhién g, cho nén cir thir gi
cang nho nho I la ¢6 cang yéu. Changhannhlr hai san Tay Huyén, changlmnthu ndy, chang han nhu sau khi ¢6 vao Pai Nguy, kinh d6 Bai Nguy ¢6
tda nha vong thién cao dén murdi tim ting, nghe néi dén nay chura ¢ ai dén chd ndo cao hon dugc, ¢6 rat mudn lic ndo rdi Ién xem thir cho biét.

C6 coi nhur khong thiy ddng tam két da tét xong trong tay hén.

Ly Dung Tri cqéi nét"‘Déy,’ thanh déng tam két rdi, tra lai c\ho Nhi cérnuong” Thfiy ¢6 khong gio tay ra nhin, dung mao tudn t nhur ngoc lai mim cuoy,
tur minh cui xuong, nhac chiéc tii nhd bén hong cd én, bo dong tim ket vao do.

Hai mai dAu co hd sip cham vao nhau, ¢6 nghe thoang thoang mii hurong tir mdi toc den clia hén, trong long tram mﬁl camxue ngén ngang, néu & Tay
Huyén, ¢6 thich ké ndo thi da ]é.,p tirc bude t6i bat han r6i. .. Mdi 1a la, minh khong nén qua bao dan, c6 am tham lam bam mot tiéng, doi di sy chuy,
thuan miéng hoi: “Dién ha cd biet ngdn ngo hira khdng?”

“Ngdn ngo hira?” Han ngimg dau.

“Hom nay Bang tién sinh c6 nhéc t6i ho Hira & Pai Nguy, Tir & Tay Huyén, Tu Nhan ¢ Nam Lam, Nhir Thi ¢ Bic Puong. Ong y khi n6i c6 hoi dé
dat, hinh nhu nghi la bbn dong ho ndy c6 lién quan v6i nhau, nhung t6i chi biét Pai Nguy 1 thién ha cta Ly gia, tuéng quéan cling khong phai ho Hira, vi
thé ¢6 chit nghi hogic.” La 40 giac ctia ¢d sao? Hai ngudi bon ho hinh nhur cang e cang ké sat nhau 4, ngay ca dau gbi ciing dung roi.

Hin chim vao trm tw mdt chéc, lai nghe cd nhic t6i “Kim dao khai quéc”, kh& dap mot ﬁéng, cuoi noi: “Pay la thén thoai ctia Pai Neguy. Ta da lau



khong & Pai Nguy, suyt nita ciing quén mat cau chuyén co dugc hru truyén nay. Ké rang rat liu vé trude, thién ha van con chira phan thanh tir qudc, chi
12 mot nha thong nhét, trai qua bao nién dai, tir thinh chuyén suy. Liic 4y c6 ndm dong ho tranh gianh thién ha, d4u dén phit cudi, moi biét trong d6 c6
mdt trdng quan ho Hira i do Thién dé phai dén dé theo ddi bén ngudi ndy, xem thir ai moi 1 ké thich hop nhét cho ngdi vi @& virong. Vi twéng quan
nay O trén troi von a thin tudng, tinh tinh khong nhin nhin duoc, tranh d4u con chua duoe bao JAu hidn da hién chan than, xuét kim dao ra, chém thién ha
thanh bén manh, bén dong ho d6 mdi ngurdi mdt phuong, Pao hién thén, tr qudc hop am nhét. Day la lic Dai Nguy xudt hién quy ché mdt virong chi
cudi mdt hau, de vuong DBai Nguy cudi nghia ty (chi nudi) I mot than tudng ho Hira trén mit dat, hén cting tung duoc phong lam Pai Nguy twéng quan
mot thdi gian ngdin, khong qua vai ndm, nguoi bién mit, kim dao & lai trong cung Bai Nguy. Truyen thuyet n6i ring, hin da di t6i ba nu6e con lai dé quan
sat, ciing boi vay nhic t6i Dai Nguy ki nhd tdi mdt quan virong c6 tiéng, mot hau thuin vimg chic ciing thin tuéng tao nén tam gidc sat, tit s& sinh ra mot
thoi dai hung thinh ctia Dai Nguy.”

“Héa ra... | vay nha. Déy I thin thoai ding khong?”

“Puong nhién. Thén thoai tam phén L gid, Nhi ¢6 nuong chic mudn hoi, da 1a than thoai, vi sao kimdao khai qudc lai & lai trong cung Pai Nguy?” Han
cudi dén thoai méi, hoi khom ngudi vé phia c6 n6i: “Chin phin 1 do hoang dé khai qubc ¢ Pai Nguy da dong tay dong chén, kim dao & lai Dai Nguy,
Nhi ¢ nurong, c6 bao ai mdi la chan ménh Thién tir day?”

C6 ngimg thd, nhin vé phia hén, cudi: “Pién ha cho rang 1 Pai Nguy, Tir Pat tw nhién nghi d6 1 Tay Huyén...”

“Nhi ¢6 nuong van chura quén Tay Huyén sao?”” Han khong chit dé y hoi. “Da sap mdt ndm rdi, miéng vét thurong dau dén do ciing phai ¢ tim méi ¢6
thé khép lai.”

Co tr?lmrrﬁc.

“Dai Nguy. ... Ching I& khong thé trd thanh nha ciia ¢6 sa0?”

“Toi...”

“Noi ndy, khong c6 ai, ¢6 thé trd thanh nha ciia ¢6 sa0?”

“Nguoi? Toi lin dau nghe thiy ngudi 6 thé tré thanh nha d6.” C6 cudi nbi, gidng nhur khong ding thim nghii: “Bién ha tir khi tr vé Dai Nguy gy di

khong it. Tir Dat thiy dan 6 ong Dai Nguy déu chang khéc gi cdy gy tre chan pheo. Lic dién ha con & Tay Huyén, than thé manh khoe cuong trang, tré
vé Dai Nguy lai ¢6 xu thé iy gay tre thinh tiéu chuin, dién ha can phai bao trong nhiéu hon a.”

... Gy tre chan pheo sa0?” Hén khong biét noi nhur thé ndo, Bp tirc cudi yéu 6t noi: “Co noi ding, lic ndy ding | chuyén khan ngap déu, dang tiéc
chang ai thuc sy chia sé noi long ctia ta, may dém chua ngu cling 1a chuyén thuong,”

Co thé nao ma khong co ngudi chia s¢ chir? Miéng c6 khe git giat, lic qua tAm rém mong phii ctra s6 nhin ra bén ngoai, ndi: “Con mdt doan nira moi
dén nha t6i, dién ha khong ngai thi nham nit nghi ngoi mdt chiit cling duoc.”

“Y kién ctia Nhj cd nuong rat hay.” Han cudi noi: “Vay muon vai Nhi c6 nuwong mdt chit.”

“,.” Cb liéc nhin vé it hén lic dang nghiéng nghiéng tura vao vai minh ngii, thip giong ndi: “Néu dién ha c6 tAm sy can tim nguoi chia sé, ngai ciing can
phai noi thit long minh.”

“Thi thé.” Hén nhim miét d4p: “Nhung ta da som c6 thoi quen gidu k§ moi viée trong long. .. Liic ta con thiéu nién di c6 tim muén trd thanh kim long
(réng vang, y chi vua) Dai Nguy, ban dAu 14 vi chinh ‘minh, sau trong 1ong lai dan dén ¢6 tinh toan, nhurge bang khong c6 dugc thién ha Pai Nguy, ciing
khién Pai Nauy chét trong tay ta. Hoang dé khai qudc timg n6i: ‘Dan vi quy, xa thc thir chi, quén vi khinh.” [6] Kim long Ia vi thién ha Pai Neguy ngay
ngly goi nang vay mura, chir khong phai la dé huong thy tht thay vinh hoa pht quy. Hau cung 1 chon Eim hon loan, néu e nao cling xdy dén chuyén on
a0, nguoc lai s& ly b6t phin ndo tam tur ciia dé virong déng ra nén danh cho bach tinh. C6 thé nam d6 hoang dé khai quoc ciing nghil nhur thé, chi cudi
mot hdu nhamngan chan hau phi tranh d4u. Con nita, hoang dé khai quoc tai vi hon sau muroi ndm, 1 nguoi tai vi liu nhét bao nam qua, cling la aé
vuong tho iu nhat, hoang hau i sau ndy méi Bp lai, quén triét quy ché song vurong, tam linh tuong thong, chla s6t vui budn, khong dé mot nguoi doc
quyén din dén bat cong, vi vay moi duoc thinh virong, ngai ciing trd thanh dé virong tho nhét tir true dén nay.”

C6 hoi hoi nhiu méy, van B ln dau nghe héin n6i thé, nhung hiin n6i v6i c6 nhidu nhur vay 1 ¢6 dung y @i dy? La. . thd K cho co biét y nghi dich thyc
cua han?

C6 nhin khong duoc hoi: “Trong long dién ha da biét rd hoang hau sau nay?”

“Nhi c6 nuong, gié c6 lanh hay khong?”

Cira s6 kigu c6 manh che bot, nhung i6 lanh vn ¢6 the ot vao. C Iy i dyng nodn thach nhét vio long ban tay cuia héin, nghi lai, mé hoi hoi hong, noi:
“Tay Huyén lun luon khong ciu né tiéu tiét, dién ha dimg dé y.” Ong tay 4o rong rii rung Ién, tay hin dut vio trong tay 4o ctia o, tay ¢ tu nhién nim
chat iy tay hén.

Miéng cb bat giac khé nhéch, thiy hzfm khong tir chéi: trong 1ong lai am i mimg thim Sau trong tim ¢4 1 twong tur, nhung ¢6 van ty day long mong hén
tim duge mdt vi hoang hau tot, lic han mét moi ¢6 theé cho han murgn vai nghi ngoi, cling ¢6 thé chia sé voi han cong viéce trieu chinh.

Pén Iic d6, c6 con sdng khong? Néu con sdng thi ¢d s& ra sao? Troi dat bao la, nhung thé gidi ciia ¢6 chi bé nhé nhur vay, cho dii du son ngoan thiy,



duéi chan khong c6 mdt mau dat nha bén qué, ¢o ¢ thé chiu dung duoc bao Au?

C6 nghii nghi, bt tri bt gidc ciing nhim it lai nghi ngoi mbt chic.

Khong biét qua bao lau, kiéu dot nhién Fic manh, ¢6 ngudi phia trude b strc bao vé than thé cia co.

“Lamsao viy?” Ly Dung Tri hoi.

“Pién ha, i dung kiéu. Kiéu ctia Pai tiéu thu Tién gia tir hém di ra, nht thoi khong dimg lai kip, dung phai ching ta.”
“Tién?” Ly Dung Tri suy nghil mot lat, cuoi bao Tir Pat: “Ta xudng kiéu xem thir mot chit, ¢6 dimg di ra nhé.”

Hoi thé kia gan dén ndi pha nhe vao mit cd, ¢b chi co thé dap mot tiéng, thiy hin budng tay ra, ndi: “Chéc khong xa nita dau, dé toi ty di bo vé nha
ciing duoc...”

Hén cuoi: “Vay khong on, & Dai Nguy nam nit khong nén ngdi chung mot kiéu. Ngay ca vo chdng ciing vy.” N6i xong, tra lai nodn thach cho ¢, vén
rémkiéu budc ra.
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7 C0 la ke tir noi khac t6i, sao biét Pai Nguy c6 nhitng quy cu nao. Hén chi kiéu phai vao phi thai tir 10i m6i dé 6 bude n. CO nhin bén ngoai, chi
thay Ly Dung Tri dimg trude ¢d kiéu ctia Tién gia mim cudi, n6i ndi gi d6, ciing khong thiy rém kiéu duoc vén én.

Vén Ién di vén 1én di, ¢6 thue muén nhin xem dién mao ctia dé nhét my nhan Dai Nguy. Tiéc ... ¢ khong doi dugc, vi Ly Dung Tri da quay lai.

Cang thién kim tiéu thur cang che che gidu gidu— c6 di trén dudng ¢ Pai Nguy thiy nhidu tiéu th che mit nén mai biét quy cii nay, rét nhiéu chang trai
sau khi thanh thin moi thay duoc dung nhan cua thé tir minh, ddy. ..Chang & cudi xin xong xubi nguoi nguoi dan ong kia moi biet minh tén Tir Pat,
chang phai cling 1a mot ki€u Itra doi anh ta?

Cb kiéu lai duoc nang lén.

“Dién ha, ngai da thiy qua. .. tranh v& dé nhit my nhan Pai Nguy rdi ha?”

Hién hoi kinh ngac nhin ¢ mdt c4i, cudi dén sung sudng. “Nhi cd mrong cam thiy céc co gai Dai Nguy nhur thé nao?”

..Nét it tinh té nhur v&, nhung, s0 Vdi tric con giy hon.” Co rang hét sirc bleu dat thanh y ctia minh, kéo Ly Dung Tri lai nghi co d6 ky. C6 qua thue
camthiy cac cb gai Dai Nguy qua gy, nguoi ching khac gi manh gidy, chi can ¢6 ly quat 14 co phay dai mot phat, chic nguoi s& theo gié bay di. C6 lai
b sung mdt cu: “Ding 6 bén canh cac chang trai Pai Nguy hét nhu chim nho nép vao ngudi, néu vao tranh chic chén s& 14 birc v& dep d@ thanh lich
tao nh thodt tuc nhat.”

Han wvira nhudng mat, vira cudi cuoi.

Tir Pat ¢6 dang cho héin néi én cam nghi ctia minh voi vi d¢ nhét my nhan Pai Nguy kia, ndo biét héin noi: “Nhi ¢ nuong cho ta muron vai gbi nho tiép
di”” Néi xong, han lai nhu mét mdi, ngd dau Ién vai co.

Tir Pat thiy tay hin giat gidt gidng nhur dang cho doi cai g, miéng 6 cting gidt giat theo nhur mu6n tir chdi céi g, cubi ciing, 1ong mém nhiin, van ki nhét
i dymg nodn thach vao 1ong ban tay hin, giii ng tay 40 xudng phii lai, cam Iy tay hén, thit chat.

Hién tir tir nhéim hai mét, dot nhién ndi: “Vée dang ctia cac co gai Dai Nguy qua nho, vai ciing khong dii rong, néu ngdi chung mdt kiéu muron vai nga
dau, chac khong thé bang bay gio ta dang goi thoai mai dén vay.”

“_. . Tir Pat im phéic. C6 dang rat cao, vai rat rong nha. .. A khong co, vai co khong ¢6 rong nha. ..

[1]: H6 khéu & O : chd khe ngon tay cai voi ngon tay tro.

[2]: Dén chinh BB : tam hiéu i ngudi inh dao, cham séc cho dén ching,

[3]: Nhit vén tam bt tri — 5 = 40, dai y imbo hd db, gia bo khong biét.

[4]: Nam phong — 58 JX.: khu, c4i ndy thi c4c ban vui long tur di tra chit sodomy ho ménh

[5]: Phd/pha 1 : s6 chép vé nhén vét va chia ranh thir tw. Nhur gia phd % 5 — pha chép thé thir trong nha ho.

[6]: Déan vi quy, x& tic thir chi, quan vi khinh B Ayt o, HBRZ, BNR (quyén loi ctia dén quy hon hét, sau do dén quyén loi ctia x4 tic, cudi clng
mbi dén quyén loi ctia vua khong dang ké): 1 quan diém ciia Manh Tir, nha triét hoc Trung Qudc va i ngudi tiép nbi Khong Tir.

Manh Tir nhin nhn ché d§ quén chu, nhung vua khong c6 quyén Hy dan lim cta riéng cho minh. Phai duy dan va vi dan. Mubn vy, phéi c6 luét phép
cong bang, dau vua quan ciing khong duoc vurot ra ngoai phap ludt d6. Ngudi tri dan, tri nude phai cham lo viée dan viée nurde, lam cho doi song cia
dan duogc sung tic, phai lo gido duc dan d¢€ hi€u rd ludt phap ma tudn theo, 1y nhan nghia 1am co ban d€ thi hanh.
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Chwong 9
Tién Lam Ta hdp ta hép tAp budc vao phi théi tir, di thing dén thu phong,
“Dién ha dang tiép khach.” Thi vé gac trurde cira thur phong nhic nho.

Lam T tAn ngin mot che, ngimg mét nhin séc trdi. DA sdp tdi, mot dém nita lai dén. .. Cau néi: “Khdng ngai gi, t6i chi & tiéu gian bén canh chd dién ha
thoi.” Loi dirt, ddy cira bude vao.

Céudi vao gian phong nhd & bén canh, von dinh dimg d6 chd nguoi, nhung tiéng n6i chuyén thi thim vong ra tir trong phong ¢6 chut quen tai, cdu nhé
dén nguoi tén Minh Nguyét do. .. Minh Nguyét cong tir ¢ tiu quan quén Tay Huyén. Hoa ra Minh Nguyét ciing da tré v&?

Ban tinh ctia cau von nhanh nhau cong thém mau mdm le miéng, di Tay Huyen tu luyén mudi miy nim, cting hiéu duoc phan 130 nén ngm miéng tranh
hoa, moi viée déu phai can nhic k§ i m6i bit tay vao im Nhung néu déu 1 nguoi mot nha, dién ha chéc ciing khong gidu giém cau, cho nén, cau
dong di dén trude tim rém do budng chAm dét, nhe nhang vén 1én mot goc, nhin vao.

Ly Dung Tri thiy sau man i Lim T4, ciing khong n6i g, lai hoi Minh Nguyét:

“Tir Hoi xac thue da 1én 1im Am phi tuéng quan Tay Huyén?”

Tir Pat biét viée nay chic chin s& khong vui, Lim Ta nghi, cau van con nhé 16 ngiy d6 ¢ mubn dur thi tuyén Am phu tudng quan ra sao.
“Bic Puong ciing Tay Huyén trong lic d6 lai 6 dong finh? On Vu Y chic chéin da tré vé Bic Puong sao?”

“Da, Bic Puong Vurong gia sau khi vé nudc, & phii Virong gia ra vao tir do, nhung hoang dé Bac Pudng ha chi lénh cho hin khong thé ra khoi kinh do,
budc ra ngoai phtl Vuong gia cling c6 nguoi giam thi.”

Ly Dung Tri trim ngam mdt lat, n6i:

“Hoang dé Béc Buong 14 huynh trudng cua hén, troi sanh tinh da nghi, hén khong hé lam cting khong ¢6 da tam trd lai Bic Buong, luc nayneu co ké
phan gian, On Vu'Y so  chiu khd s6.” Biét 16 ¢ huong ¢6 con hd dang chye ch can, cang muon di con dudng khong thé quay lai nay. .. Néu Tir Dat
thure phai vé Tay Huyén, chi so két cuc ciing khong khac gt On Vu Y.

Tir khi ¢6 t6i Dai Nguy, chura qua hai ngdy da dén phi chat tir tham hoang tir TAy Huyén. Déng tiéc chat tir Ty Huyén khong dam hau i quy mén, hoi
cting khong dam héi vi sao ngudi Tir gia lai xuat hién & Dai Nguy, chi tiép dai c6 cho phai phép. Tir Pat sau d6 khéng bao gio tdi nita.

Chéic han c6 da hiéu 13, ¢6 ¢6 1ong im diu ndi nhé nha cia hoang tir TAy Huyén, nhung ngudi ta khong quy, trén doi nay mat tham nhicu im, cho dui
ké dang tin cay nhat bén ngurdi cling ¢6 the bi mua chudc, hudng chi 1 chat tir Tay Huyén con chua gip mét Tur Pat 1an nao?

Minh Nguyét lai noi: “Tam Hoang tir Ty Huyén nay ¢ yén & trong cung, than thé da ¢ déu higu chuyén bién tot, tuy rang van chura tinh lai, nhung Tay
Huyén hoang d¢€ hinh nhu da bat dau hi€u duge phan nao ké xuong tay ngay d6 1a ai.”

Ly Dung Tri thé dai:

“Ong ta im sao khong biét? Chi i lic dau khong chiu tin ns thoi. Ma chéic 6ng ta ciing khong thé boc tran ra duge, con chiu nha minh vi tranh ngdi vi
lai qudy ra thanh nhu thé. . .” Lat sau, hin bat cuoi. Day ching phai la mot gurong mt khac ctia Pai Nguy u? Chuyén nhur thé Tap lai, nguoi ngoai nhin
vao, la anh em mdt nha v1tranhv1ma tan sét 1An nhau, nhung, & trong niit hén, anh em huynh dé ngoai trir dong méu chéy trong ngudi, thit ra chang ¢6
gi khac nguoi dung nude .

Néu khong bude qua xac chét ndy, mot ngay nao d6, chinh minh s& tré thanh xac chét dé ngudi khc budc qua. Ngay ca con chéau mdt chong mdt vo
sinh ra ciing du d4, hudng chi anh em khéng ciing me khong cing tam? Ong 1o nim trén giurong bénh kia ¢6 timg nghif t6, mdt cau chuyén cii bd qua,
xoay ngudi bude di ctia dng, that sur ciru duoc dira con Bo sinh ra sao? Thé tir o da chét oan chét ubng, con o phai tim cach thoat khoi kinh thanh
modi co turong lai

Hén héc vé phia birc hoa dat trén ban. Thoi gian cua ko hoang aé - khong con nhidu, ha nhén déu ‘khén la mét ¢b ’ (giong trong khua chiéng, chi sy voi
vang gip gap), trong s6 nhing ngudi gitip hiin ¢6 thé vi thy 1o yéu dudi ma dong 1ong. . . Nhin luc ¢ d6, hén khong can sai khién, nhur vAy rit tot.

Lam T thiy Ly Dung Tri ¢ chit dam chiéu nhin birc tranh, im king, cudi cing lai nhin khong dirge buot thdt:
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“Po 1 ngudi van & trong long dién ha sao.”

“H{r?” Han cudi: “Thich?”

“Gia ty (chi gai) tuy c6 danh xung I dé nhét my nhan, phu than ciing vui vé, nhung. ... ciing cAn dién ha thich mdi tt. ién ha bao ]aunayvénkhonghé
thich mot thir g, nhung gior khiic cubi cing ny, phai chon diroc ngudi minh thich. Thich mdt ngudi chon mdt ngui, thich hai ngudi chon hai ngudi, nhit
dinh phai thich mo6i dugc a.”

Neuyét Minh liéc nhin Lam T mdt céi.

Lam Ta thip giong ndi: “Lam Ta tir nho da ditheo dién ha, sudt timg d6 thoi gian, t6i 1 ké hiéu rd nhat, néu khong phai nurong nuong udng mang, chic
hdm nay giién ha da chi 1a hoang tir, d@ sém Iay vg sinh con, t0i gi phai nhéy VAo meg nuoc duc nay? Pién ha thud con thicu niép moi khiﬂn’ch mit thir
gi, doi myt sang ruc nhur sao trén troi khuya, nhung tir khi nirong nurong miat di vé sau. .. May nam lién tuc trude khi dién ha bict duoc sac phong thai ti,
anh mit nhu vay khong bao gio xuat hién.”

“... That khong?”” Ly Dung Tri cudi, trai birc tranh ra, dang nguoi yéu diéu lap tirc dp vao mit. “Chj clia cau qua thire 3 mdt my nhan tuyét séc, ching
giong cdu chut ndo.”

Ngudi thi dep that, nhung ching bao Jau s& thiy chan phéo ngay. Lam T trong long nghi nhu vay, nhung ciing chwa dam n6i ra miéng, kéo bi ko cha gia
dap chét tuoi.

“Néu xét vé dep. ... Hinh nhur Béc Dudng virong gia ciing rat dep?”” Ly Dung Tri dot nhién noi.
Lam Tt ha hbe mdm. Minh Nguyét lai dap: “Thin khong 16 rang vé dep xu cho im.”

“Xau hay dep trong it mdi nguoi von khong giong nhau, nguoi cling khong can dé tam lam gi.” Han cuoi, lai khong chut dé y hoi: “Néu lio hoang dé
Tay Huyén da biét trude, chéc hin hom dé hén truc xuat Tir Pat ciing da tinh toan k§ hrdng, sao bay gios lai thay dbi chi y?”

Minh Nguyét dap: “Lic thin rdi khoi Tay Huyén, Nhi hoang tir da két an, d6 toan bg trach nhiém cho Tan Dai Vinh, nguoi than tin ké lién can toan bo
déu phai chiu lién Iy, hoang dé Tay Huyén ciing ngim dong y; V& phan Tir nhi tiéu thur. .. Nhi hoang tir dang ¢ trong cung xin lénh, triéu c6 trd vé Tay
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Huyen.

Lam Té kinh ngac n6i: “HOom d6 han d6i xr vi Nhj ¢d nurong nhur vay, ca thét khiéu déu d6 méu, hén con méu lanh coi nhur khong phat hién, sao it lai
tot bung kéu co trd vé nhur theé?”

“Theo tham tt béo lai, 2 mubn am Tir hoc sivui.”

“Khong thé ndo.” Ly Dung Tri cudi béo: “Néu B dé Tir Trye vui, hom d6 hén tuyét doi s& khong thes o lanh nhat, chédc chéin |y ¢6 nguyén nhén khéc.
Pung d¢ cép vi€e nay voi Nhi ¢ nuong,”

“Da.” Minh Nguyét cling Lam Tt dong thanh tra 10i.

Lai ¢6 tiéng;

“C6 chuyén ndy lién quan dén Nhi c6 nrong, than khong biét ¢6 nén ndi ra hay khong,”
Ly Dung Tri kh& nhiu may, bao: “Cau noi di.”

“T6i moi tir chd Bang tién sinh tré vé. Ong dy bong nhién ndi ra, mubn t6i dimg thuat lai, nhung t6i nghl . viéc nay nén bao vai dién ha thi hon. Pi¢n ha,
ngai ciing biét cac ¢ gai TAy Huyén Tir gia dén tiéu quan quan khong phai 1 chuyén kinh thé hai tuc. .

Ly Dung Tri dang cun b tranh lai thanh cudn, nghe dén diéu nay, strc luc hin xubng tay chot qua manh, cudn tranh v& ngudi duoc xung tung dé nhat
my nhan kia lién gon [én mot nép nhan.

Lam T tron méit thét to, trong long thé dai ai oan. Qua nhién 1 cau doan ding. . . Dién ha qua nhién thich. ..
Khée miéng Ly Dung Tri kh& nhéch, thyre 6n hoa dén nhan anh it cia Lam Ta.

“Qua thyre khong phai I chuyén kinh thé hai tuc gi. Tir Pat da dén tudi, néu lin d6 ¢ Tay Huyén khong hoan thanh tAm nguyén, dén Pai Nguy ciing s&
tim dén tiéu quan quan. La bon virong so sot. Lim T, dém nay sa0?”

“Da. Toi... Toi vira theo Bang tién sinh dén, ¢ tinh quanh quan & toa nha chd Nhi ¢6 mrong, chi cé O Pai cong tir & d6.”

“Nhi c6 nrong ngay ca ta ciing gidu giém” Ly Dung Tri cyc ky tao nhd tha cudn tranh da c6 nép nhin trén mit gidy xudng ban. Han tuoi cudi sang choi:
“Lam Ty, cau thong minh, n6i vay ngay ca dia diém ¢ dau cling tim duoc dung khong?”
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“Dén dudng.”

AR B¢

Tir Pat g5 5 cira, nghe dugc bén trong c6 tiéng dong, lién nhe nhang diy cira ma vao.

T6i den nhur mure. C6 that can than khép cira lai, che miéng khu khu vai tiéng.

“_.. La Tir tiéu thu sa0?” Nam tir trén girong hoi.

“O, phai”

“C6 mudn thip dén hay mubn mod mam?”

Guong mit mau banh mat hoi néng 1én, c6 mot loai cam giac o1 161 sao chinh minh lai di mua xuén dan ong. “T6i sao cling dugc, sao ciing duoc.”
“Vay s0 soang dugc khong?”’

“Puge.” C6 dén bén girdng, khong can than dung phai bip chin ciia ké dang ngdi trén d6, voi vang lui lai mdt budc. “Anh tén gi?”’

Dbi phurong 1 rang hoi gidt minh mdt chut. “Can hoi sao?”

Khong can hoi sao? Trude kia ¢6 chua c6 loai kinh nghiém nay ma. O tiéu quan quan Tay Huyen, ¢ 11 ha quyét tam mu6n tim mit tleu quan chung song
V6i ¢6 méi dén chét, cho nén mubn tim mot ké hiéu ¢6 thue rd rang, Tham chi, dbi phurong mudn xem mit ¢, hoi vé murdi tim doi td tong nha ¢6, co
déu ndi ti mi xac thuc.

Nhung, hém nay, c4i c6 cau khong phéi i in & cing nhau, ma chi 3 nhan duyén phi du thoi. . . VAy nén khong can hoi?

“A, toi goi la Tir....”

“C6 nurong khong cn n6i thi tot hon. Néu c6 mot ngay gip nhau trén duong, ching phai kho chiu?”

Khé chiu? Quan hé xac thit cing 6 rat khé chiu? Ngay ca & Pai Nguy ciing la nhur thé sao? C6 tram miic trong chdc 1t, cudi noi: “Lam loai chuyén
nay, tr nhién 12 phai vui vé ddng nguyén. Neu khong vui vé, chi c6 kho chiu, t6i cam thy. . . hay 1 thoi di. Cong tir & dau? Toi tién anh mot doan
dudng” CH biét s c6 vn khong may mén, cho nén ngay tir dau da khong 6m hy vong.

“C6 mudn dua t6i troy v&?”

“Ding vy, anh cing la nguoi & tiéu quan quan nay diing khong?” Noi ndy la mot gian tiéu quan quéan an mat ciia Pai Nguy, nhung phong nay lai c6 161 di
riéng biét, khong d€ nguoi khac phat hién ra khach dén 1a ai.

Ngay tir dau ¢6 da cam thy loai chuyén nam nit hoan &i ndy na phai trén tréq tranh tranh, that su ky cuc hét noi, nhung Bang tién sinh lai bao [ céi gi
phong tuc bao thil, phong tuc bao thi. Con gai Pai Nguy khong c6 ai tim tdi ti€u quan bao gio.

“Néu ¢ mua dém ndy, s& giir 101 hira, sao bay i lai d6i y chir? Toi con chd tién chita bénh ddy.”
C6 o mdt tiéng, chot hiéu ra y ttr ciia hdn, bdng chdc ca mit hdng ruc 1én. “Anh khong phai tiéu quan?”

“Tat nhién 1 khong phai! Toi dén bay gio> van con chura. ... van con chura dau! Néu khong phai vi tién, t6i tai sao lai phai dén bude duong cing, phai
cung voi mt nguoi chura he thay mit di lam cai loai chuyén nay chur. ..”

C6 van Rhﬁn xau h6, thim nghi dung chuyén nay dung 1 muén ngét. Tai sao cai o ho Bang kia lai tim dén day? Khéng phai dng bao la tim mot tiéu
quan & ti€u quan quan sao?

“Toi, t6i clr nghi anh dén 1 cam tAm tinh nguyen. ... Nghi dén canh lo ho Bang kia thudt so' qua m0t chit vé nguyén do sur viéc — ching han nhur mot
¢d ngoai quoc mubn tim tinh mdt dém, néu déi phirong khong thich nam séc nhung lai phai tr6i dat vao tiéu quan quan, vay hdu mdt ¢b gai mit démso
v6i hau ha dan 6 ong thi t6t hon bao nhiéu, ciing khong bt budc. .. Mt c6 cang lic cang hdng, voi vang Iy ra tii bac da chuén bi tir trrde, so soang nhét
vao hai tay ctia hin.

“Anh di chita bénh nhanh di, dém nay coi nhur chua ting xay dén. Toi... t6i.... thue khong phai, nhung cling biét 1a ngudi tim khong cam long khong
muon. .. tuyét doi s& khdng téi duge.” Trong long ¢d am tham cudi kho. Du dén dau, cling déu I3 ngurdi tAm khong cam long khéng mudn ca.

“C6...” Nguding nén nin i bac nang trich, hét strc kinh ngac. “Thyc su cho t6i hét churng nay?”
“Phai phai, nhanh di chita bénh di. Nguoi anh bi bénh da mét moi, con phai chiu dung 1au nhue Vﬁy.”

.. Bénh khong phai toi, 3 nguoi trong nha t6i.”” Han tam dimg trong chdc Iat. “Toi thue khong thé tudng trong mdt 6 gai lai dam bo tién tim dan 6ng,



von tudng rang ko d6 lira t6i, khong nght ndi qua ding 1 mot dai c6 nuong that. C6 da tra tién, 01 duwong nhién khong dé cho co phai bo ra cong cdc.
C6 Ién gurong di, dung thap deén. Bat ké dang vé c6 nhur thé nao, cho du 1 mit miii hung ton, t6i déu lam duoc chuyén da hira.”

C6 da khong chi trong 1ong kho chiu, ma ca mét da thue sy chiu khong ndi. C6 thét 1 kho, that I ngu a, ngu moi c6 thé cho ring loai tinh cam chong
vanh ndy thich hop voi minh... Cé [, ngay cd loai tinh mdt dém ndy cling khong chiu chap nhén c6.

Khong sao ¢, ndi tdm c6 von rat kién cudng ma. C6 cudi ndi:

“Coi nhur xong hét, t01 i trude day. Anh da khong phai ngudi trong nganh nay, vy ciing nhanh chong didi...” C6 con chura ndi xong, bdng nhién 40 bi
ngudi ndm Ay, 6 mudn gat ra, nhét thoi hot hoang gip gap, dau gdi dong vao thanh bén, dau diéng, lai bi keo Ién grong,

Tho 16 nhur vy... May ma ¢6 muén'di, chd dap vao canh giurdng 1 phan mém trén dau gbi, c6 dau dén suyt (ra mrde mit, con chura kip ndi mdt cau
trach ctr, canh moi dt nhién ¢ hoi am lau qua. ..

“Toi c6 nhéim diing miéng c6 khong vy, hay hon nhdm én mé r6i? Ma hai mé ¢6 ciing min méng tron mugt, khong thé ndo 1 xau duoc nha. .. Oil Co
day t6i xuong grong lam gi?”” Han kéu.

Tir Pat nhay xudng giwdng, qud quang gidm phéi hén, dung db dac tim lum, chot s& thiy binh phong, C6 véi va trn sau tAm binh phong d6, ngdi x6m
xuong 6m Iy dau, trong long bi thwong dau xot.

“Co6 nurong?”

“Dlmg t6i day!” C6 kéu Ién, lai n6i thém mdt cau: “Toi mudn thich nghi mot chit, dimg toi day!”

Qua nhién khong hé ¢6 dong tinh.

Trong long Tir Pat tiép tuc kéu gao, ¢b xong rdi xong rdi! Mau coi d Hoang cong tir t5i hom do di! Tai sao mdt chuit cam gide ¢b ciing khong c6?
Ngay d6 c6 chudong hon Ly. .. hon Hoang cong tir, tim nhay bich bich, mbi nong nhu s6t, thue qua 14 tinh cam ménh liét. Tai sao vira rdi c6 chi cam
thiy c6 nguoi hrdt qua mbi minh, nhung ¢6 van la “tam nhur chi thiy” (trich tir bai “Té Li Thi Lang Van” ctia Bach Cu Dj, chi tim trang ung dung, binh
tinh), cam xtic chd mong gi déu khong c6 ti ndo.

La ngudi khdc c6 van dé, hay that sy 1 ¢6 di voi ai ciing déu “tAm nhur chi thiy’?

C6 6m léiy d@f}u, ndi tim day ai oan. Ngudi Tay Huyén chung tinh sao? C tuyét dbi khong nghi, ciing khong nh6 16 Tir Tryc 6 immdt ban bao cao
nao vé van dé lién quan hay khong. C6... chinh xac Ia phai di nam song to i6 1on, khién cho von da thoai chi nén 1ong, tinh the c6 gi tot dep? RS rang
dau g6i cua Ly Dung Tri vira cham vao ¢6 lap tire “tam vién y ma” (Iong huru da viron), bay gior d¢ nhimg nguoi khac hon thi lai khong hé cam thay gi
hét, tuong lai cua c6 161 s€ di vé dau? C6 s€ bi nguodi ché cuoi al

C6 dang bung dAu bit tai, d6a hoa nd trong long bt dau ri canh, chot nghe thiy ngoai cira ¢6 tiéng dong, ciing khong ra xem cho tudng tan am gi.
Nguoi ta muon bo chay, 6 con thd phao nhe nhdm nita kia.

Néu h?in khong cam tdm tinh nguyén, thi ca thé xac va tinh than co s& nhanh chéng tr& nén héo ﬁa,’nﬁ da nhur vay thi.. .‘nhét phéach hrdng tan’ (chi ca hai
bén déu cat dirt quan h¢) di. Ngoanh dau lai khong biet ¢6 nén amchi O dai cong tir khong, c6 dén tiéu quan quan tim hoan tim hoan than rat thanh
cong, vui dén chét di dugc. Tuong lai sau khi c6 chét, co thé s& co nguoi truyén ba rang Tir Pat — mot ngudi Tay Huyén khong chét mt cach nham
chén ma it nhét da ném qua mili vi 4i 4n da thit, dimg khién nang sau khi quy tién rdi ma van con im cho ngudi khac cudi va bung

C6 tham quyét dinh nhur vay, thé dai mdt tiéng, dtmg day vudt phing ta 4o.

Burdc ra khdi binh phong, dang dinh r¢i di, chan lai khyng lai mot chit. Co chim rai nhin vé phia trén giurong kia, lai chAm ri hoi: “Van con chura di?”
Trén giudng c6 tiéng hit thé déu dan, anh chang ndy ciing qué 1 ¢6 dao dire di

C6 lai tho' dai mot tiéng, noi:

“Anh van & mau mau Hy tién rdi tr vé tri bénh cho ngwoi trong nha di. Vira rdi anh mubn gin g v6i t0i, t6i thyc, o, vui mimg, vui dén mubn kn tién
dugc, vay la du. ... cling xem nhu dai bi€u dugce r0i, trd ve di.”

Khong biét c6 phai I 4o giéc hay khong, 10i ndy ctia 6 vira budng, am thanh ho hp tir trén giurong chot hoi gip gap. C6 thim do dw mot chdc, so'
ngudi nay lic ndy bi cd gidm phai, dan 6ng Bai Nguy toan thon tha nhur tre tric, néu bi c6 giammot phat ma gy ca xuong suon, hogc cling ¢6 thé giam
dén tr vong, chac 1a c6 dén khong ndi. ..

Cb tién t6i, thip giong hoi: “Anh c6 on khong vay? Lic ndy khong phai la t61 b ¥, khong dinh glam anh déu, phai nhanh nhanh tim dai phu kham thoi. . .
C5 lai tri1 triy, viron tay ra mudn xem xem rot cude 1 hin nim trén girdng hay ngdi trén giwong, Néu i nidmy, chéc c6 phéi vac ngudi ndy dén tiém thudc.

Dot nhién, ban tay c6 viron ra bi nguoi nim ]éy.



C6 nhin chiim chim ban tay bi ndm kia, tuy trong phong t5i den nhwr mure, nhung. .. Nhung ¢6 ciing biét ké ndm tay c6 I ai. .. Ding vay, t5i den nhur
nc.

Téi den nhu mrc do!
Nghi dén déy, mau c6 don Ién ndo, ndi tim lang s6i, nhao tdi 6m Ky cd hin, dién cudng hon Ién d6.

Ca doi ndy, c6 thuong xuyén do dy khong bude dén, viée gi cling phai phén van rét Au mdi dam quyét dinh. Chi co chuyén cta thii finh, chi ¢ ln ndy,
démnay, co phai lam bang bat cir gid nao!

Du sao ciing la t6i den nhur murc, ai ciing nhin khong ra la ai, sau nay c6 chét ciing khong thira nhan a duoc. Dusao 6 van cam thiy Ly Dung Tri ¢6 vai
phén himg tht véi minh, duong nhién ciing ¢6 thé 14 vi mua long 6, dé ¢4 ban mang cho han ma dien nhu vay. ... C6 thira nhén, ‘trong nha chura to,
ngoai ngd da tuong’, c6 thuc 1a nhin khong thau.

Hon nita, d4 bi nguoi tir chbi nhiéu nhur vay, ¢6 thue khé ¢6 thé twong twrong mdt ngudi sap m hoang dé s& thich minh. Hon nita, hin chi gﬁn mot chinh
héu thoi, trude khi dai hon c6 nguoi ghi lai viée hoan ai, ¢6 lai la ngudi Tir gia, lu6n ludn chi c6 nguoi Tir gia ghi lai, ngudi khac ghi lai c6 the nay, ¢6
chang phai 14 trd thanh loai con chdu khdng ra giu... Honnita... Honnira. ..

Long Tir Dat tAm tirc khong yén, ding sirc ép hén Ién girong, lai c6 cam gidc hén dang dap lai cai hon cta ¢6. Trong tim vo cting r6i rim, vira kinh hi lai
xen Ian chit so hii, trong chdc It khong biét 1 loai xtic cam ndo.

Hén 13 thye sur ¢o ¥ nhur vay, hay, chi 1 ¢4 tinh cho ¢6 mdt chit ngot ngio thoi? Co hié}l rat 13, nguoi dan 6ng trude mit ndy bé ngoai tuy B 6n nhuan
I]hl}’ ngoc, nhung ndi tim y chi déuyfmgnhlr ban thach, vi dat dugc myc dichmé Cf’ the loi dung bat ky ké nao. .. Cho du I3 nhin phy hoang tring doc
suot mot thoi gian dai cling khong hé gitip dd, vay, vy thi hy sinh nhan sac dé du do ¢, ciing, cling khong phai 1a chuyén kho tin. ..

Trong long ¢6 mo mo mang mang, tr’émdiéutu ly tron An, tu vivfxayuivtrakhé ép dénm:'rc khong th ni. C6 ngdi vét ngang qua ngudi hiin, ngén tay
theo ban nang ludt dén vat 4o cua han, dit khoat vach ra. Mac k€ han nghi thé nao, cling lam thi ¢6 ban mang Ia duoc.

C6 dinh kéo 4o hin md ra, nhung, bi ngudi nim tay giit lai.

C6 ngAn ngudi, mudn gy, lai phat hién chinh minh khong thé thoét ndi strc Iwc ctia héin. C6 thé' gip, md miéng mudn néi, nhung khi khép mbi lai, kra
n6ng trong tim dan dan lui tan.

Hoéa ra, hy sinh than x4c cling ¢6 han nha. ..
May I t6i den nhu mure nha. ..
C5 kh& chop chdp doi mét dep hoi uon wét, nudt cuc nghen ngio noi ¢b hong xudng, khu mot tiéng, cudi ndi:

“1.4 0 khong tot.... Ti tho 15 qué, phéi khong? Chuyén do. .. Chuyén do. .. Toi chi i mubn kiém tra xem anh ¢ bi ti gim dén gty xwong hay khong
thoi, khong hé cé y tir gi khac. Toi khong mang theo du bac, s€ khong phat trién dén budc tiep theo dau, dé, dé toi xudng giurong trudce di.”

Stre lue kia hoi budng 1ng.
Tir Pat lap tirc tir trén nguoi hin ma nira bo nira kin dé xudng giwrdng, lién tuc ki lai phia sau, miéng cuoi noi:

“Toi di trud, di trude. ..” Khong déy dung phai cai ban, nghe tiéng dia trén ban lach cach, hoi hoang hdt, hit vao mdt hoi, lai ngiri duoc mii huwong quen
thudc kho thdy. C6 hoi tan ngin, nhung van xoay ngudi dinh mo cira chudn le.

“Nhi c6 nurong, ché voi di, ta ¢ viée can ndi voi ¢d.”

Ca nguoi Tir Pat run 1én, gia vo nhur khong nghe thiy, mudn ddy ctra ra chudn khoi hién truong —

“Néu ¢6 mubn di ra ngoai, dé ngurdi ngoai thiy ¢o 1a vao tiéu quan quan nay, ta chi con cach niém phong quan ngay trong dém, dé chimg do tiéu quan
khong c6 chd 6. Ngudi vira ban than ic ndly kia, néu da nhin thdy duoc nira phin dung mao cta ¢, ta cting chi con cach iét nguoi diét khiu.” Nit khi
kia nhur dang mim cudi, ¢6 ¢6 thé tuwong turong ra ngudi ma thurong ngy chin may van cong cong ddy thén thiét, nhung, timg cau timg chir lai mang theo
sat khi.

C6 cung do, 1ap tie sting lai khong nhic nhich.

RAQ oe

Phii mt tiéng, ngon dén dau phia sau sang lén.

Bong c6 do dai trén canh cira, méi toc dai xda tung khong mot chit trat tir, do trang sire gi ciing déu thao xudng.

Séc mit 6 xanh xao, chAm rdi vubt théng mai toc, chét ciing mudn chét cho dep mat mot cht.



Lam ngudi thyre 1 khé nha, muén nhin thdu Ly Dung Tri lai cang kho nha! Hé.ntlfip dén lén lam gi? Biét trong long 1 durgc rdi, hin hy sinh nhan sic
cung co long trung thanh cuia ¢6 — nguoi Tay Huyén ndy, lay duoc thir can lay 14 6n 164, bay gio [ dinh [am gi nita?

Thip dén, budc cd thira nhan lic ndy vira suyt nita cudng. .. thai tir Pai Nguy?

C6 nghe tiéng hén bude xudng girdng, mién cudng kéo khoe miéng Ién cho cong cong mdt chitt, xoay ngudi lai kinh ngac noi:

“Hoa ra i dién ha nha. Lam sao lai 6 thé 13 nguoi vay?”’

“La ta, Nhi 6 nwong khong nhin ra sao?” Hin cudi, chAm nén én, ngéi bén canh ban.

“Néubiét. .. t6i day van van 1An khong ddammao phamdién ha.”

Hin khe kh& nhiu nay, lai cuoi: “Thira i thé. Vay ngudi c6 biét ic ndy, goi la gi day?”

“A, c hai déu khong biét nhaw.”

Hién nghe vay, bat cuoi: “Ca hai déu khong biét nhau. . . Vay so v6i dan 6ng t6i chon yén hoa dé truy hoan hurdng lac thi ¢6 gi khac nhau?”

C6 chop mét méy cai. Da timg gip Ly Dung Tri trd chuyén vui vé, im co khong thé phén biét lic ndo la gia khi dau 1 that, hom nay nguoc lai lai cho ¢6
mot loai cam giac ‘tiéu Iy tang dao’ (trong nu cudi cd chirta grom dao) vo cung chan that, hon nita cdy dao kia c6 thé it khoi vo bat ky lic nao.

“Dién ha, ddi véi nguroi dén tir Tay Huyén Tir gia nhur t6i i n6i, dén chdn yén hoa mua vui i hudng lac cting khong phéi chuyén gi mét nt, t6i cling
khong phu bac ai... A, day k. ..” Dai tiéc cua nha! Mit c6 ap tirc sang loe oe, tr dong ngdi xudng

uAn di.”
Khoe miéng cd hoi nhéch Ién, khong chit khach khi X4n cao tay 40, dé 10 ra nira canh tay, ha miéng thit to gdm mdt cai cang cua.

Long mi thét dai clia ¢6 ha xubng, n it do xét hén. Cai migng bj hon dén sung do kén, miic 40 bao den thim, doi phin vira migng, doi phan tudn ...
Miéng han hoi cong én, tira nhu loan dao vay. Qua thuc 1a tiéu ly tang dao ma.
“...Dién ha, chuyén vira 1o khong nén nghi 14 that...”
“Néu ta nghi vy thi sa0?”” Han cudi.
Khée miéng cong cong kia, doi mét cong cong kia, gio phit ndy khi chop lai 6 doi phén sic bén. Timco danh trdng 1én tdi cd, hoi chan cho mdt chut,
lai n6i: “Viée da dén mroc ndy. . .khong bang an xong chii sach luon di. Khong, t6i ndi 13, cai cang cua nay ngon that 4.” C6 ‘y do vi tan’ (chua hét hirng
thi, y 14 ban Tir Pat van con thém==) iém iém nuréc cua con dinh trén ngon tay, lai noi: “Roi, ndi thing ra di, dién ha mudn 6i im chuyén gi, t6i i lim
la duge.”
“Cb... Van cho ring ta mubn loi dung ¢6?”
C6 mim cudi, nhin théing vao hén, ndi: “Pién ha khong thé khong loi dung nguoi, t6i day, thurong xuyén bi | nguoi loi dung, déy déu a con duong tu sinh
ton cua chiing ta, t0i khong ngai.” Lat sau, lai noi: “Dién ha da ban cho t6i mdt mang, ciru t6i tir Tay Huyén ra, lai cye nhoc chamsoc toi bat ké dém

y, Am t6i tir ngo ngin dan don ma tinh lai, t0i cang nén béo dap moi phai. Chi I, tir khi dén Dai Nguy t6i nay, van thiy toi hoan toan vo dung,”

“C6 b 0 bén canh ta, vay 4 da tron roi.”

C6 con nghiém tic git dau. “Pién ha néu da tin s6 kiép binh thuén ctia t6i ¢ thé bao vé ngai chu toan, t6i day sé tiép tuc canh giir & bén canh ngai, cho
den lic ngai dang co.”

“Sau khi dang co thi sao?”
C6 hoi la ing liéc hén mdt cai, cudi ndi:
“Néu c6 thé sdng dén lic do, Tir Pat mudn tim mot noi khong ai biét dén dé qua ngay doan thang.”

“Thét khong?” Han trdm ngam trong chdc lat, sau d6 nhin vao anh mit ctia ¢6, khé mim cudi, ndi: “Nhi cd mrong, 1ong ta khong nd dé mdt co gai thoat
khoi tam it cua ta, c6 bao, tdi gitt lai c6 ay c6 dugc khong?”

“Tét nhién 1 dwoc.” Han i ké da sép én ngdi vua, mudn giit lai ai con khong thé giir ndi sao?
Hén cudi, lai bao:

“Mdi khi ta nghi dén chuyén chi can chép miét ¢b s& di mét, trong long rat khong thoai méi. Néu ¢o dy ¢6 thé lic ndo ciing & trude miét ta, ta. .. timta s&
thuc sy an 6n.”” C6 & con c6 mot chiit thda mén nira, nhung han khong dam khang dinh. Loai cdm xuc ndy rat xa la voi han.



Tir Pat nhe nhang cudi, khd néi: “Néu c¢6 thé 1am cho dién ha yén long, viy cir giit lai di.”

Hén nhin c6. Tir Pat dang Vi dAu sung suong cén con cua ciia minh, thim chi khong hé ngang dAu 1én. Mot dau toc den ong nhur sudi chay, thimy Tay
Huyén 16 ra thin thé my midu, thiéu mdt phén nhu nhwoc thém vai phin anh khi, nhung néu thay trang phuc nir ctia Bai Nguy vao. .. Néu thay trang phuc
nit ctia Pai Nguy vao, thi phai a dem c6 vao cung dinh Pai Nguy, rang bude subt doi sudt kiép. ..

Rang budc subt doi sudt kiép. ..

Hén nhin ¢6 that sau, biét 16 ¢6 néu bi cudn vao cung dinh tuyét dbi s& phai khd so, nhung 1ong hin lai vi ngudi rang bude sudt doi sudt kiép nay ma
virng tam kién dinh, tham chi con am i vui mirng vi ¢é ¢d lamban ca doi.

Tir Pat gidu khong nbi mong ngdng tran tré, mét dep néng lén, hit nude tir vo cua, Aimbo lo dang hoi:

“Dién ha, chuyén nay t6i chic chin s& gitt bimat. .. La vi cd nwong Pai Nguy nao co thé khién dién ha yén long vay?”

Hién nhin khong roi mét, khoe miéng cham ri cong Ién, mim cudi ruc rd sang chéi im ¢6 mo it khong ra.

C6 dam dam nhin théng phia trrde, tim dap bum bum, tuy nu cuoi ndy hét sirc dep d&, nhung c6 lai ¢6 loai 4o gidc nhur minh dang tim duong chét.

Hién Iy ra chiéc khén an cua da chuén bj sin, dap murdc tir chiée chau nho thoang thoang mixi hoa, kéo tay cd qua, ti mi gitip ¢ lau hai ban tay chém
nhep muréc, murdi ngdn tay quan quyt cliing nhau.

“Dai Nguy c6 cau, chép tir chi thil, dit tir giai o [1]. Tir Pat, ¢6 ¢6 nguyén y trd thanh hoang hau Dai Nguy, cling chung vai voi Dung Tri bao vé Dai
Ngl.ly?”

C6 chot nghe thiy —

Ric mot tiéng, chiéc cang cua tir trong miéng ¢6 roi thing vao ddng vo cua ngdn ngdn trén ban.
AR B¢

Mot dém chura tan.

Kiéu dumng lai trude gian nha ¢ khu v hoang kim noi kinh d6.

Trén dudng Ving ngit, gio buot thdu xuong, O Pong Sinh 6m trurong thurong, dira vao cira chd nguod, vira thiy Tir Pat vé mit chét kng tir trong kiéu
budc ra, tién lén noi: “Nhj tiéu thur da tror ve.”

“U...” Lan da t&i mau c¢6 vé ti xanh bot bat, mbi do hoi sung bong loang diu md, toan than day mii hai san, ta ThAm y nurong g6 bay phin phat, that 1
¢6 huong vi khdng dung hang,

Miic di1 ¢6 khong néi cho hin biét, nhung hén ciing tur rd 1 ¢6 da di dau, ndo hay bay gio ¢6 vic mdt than toan mili hai san trg vé. .. “Nhj tiéu thur, ¢6
khach t¢i choi.”

“C6 khach?” C6 khach ndo nén t6i chd c6? Co hoang hét nghi, quay dau lai nhin Lam Té. “Pa ta da dura tién.”

Lam Ta nghiém tic gat dAu. “Nhj ¢6 nurong, 1in t6i néu mudn an bixa khuya, ctr goi dau bép bao dimua la dugc, khong can phéi nira dém ty minh ra
ngoai tim d6 an.” Am thanh kia khong 16n, nhung vira di dé cho nguoi khiéng kiéu, O Ddng Sinh va ké gic cong déu nghe 1o mdn mot.

0 Déng Sinh kh& nhiu may, nhe dén mirc khong thé nhin ra, lai théy Tt Dat ¢ ¢ a 4, nhan tién ndi: “Heén gi trén nguroi Nhi tiéu thur lai c6 mit cua, hoa ra
la di ra ngoai &n khuya.”

“Ding vay.” Lam Td cudi bao: “Toi & tiru lau trén dudng Dai Thong thdy c6 4y, nén thué mdt ¢d kiéu dua c6 vé nha.” Cau dura tién tra cong cho kiéu
phu, dang dinh r6i di, lai quay lai, tho dai, khach khi n6i 1o cdo tir voi Tir Pat.

Tir Dat ‘thy sing nhuroc kinh® (dwoc sing 4i mi lo so) dép 1. Mai dén khi Lam Tt da khudt béng ¢ khiic ngot cudi dudng day bong tdi, ¢6 van con
ngo ngan nhin xa Xam

O Pdng Sinh khong ndi gi. That lau sau, Tir Pat m6i quay dau lai hoi:

“Pai cong ttr, Tir Pat nhé 1 anh tuy khong phai 3 quan chirc, nhung d timg tham dy yén tiée & trong cung.”
Hén nhin ¢6, git dau.

“Anh. .. d4 thy hoang hau Tay Huyén lan nio chwa?”

Hén ky di liéc nhin c6 mdt cai, gat du.  Tét Nguyén dan ngay Ay da timg thiy tir xa.”



“La mAu nghi thién ha?”

Hiin thm ngAn ra, ngdm nghil m)t Iit, moi dép: “ing thé.” Hin chi nhé r hoang héu a mot phy i trac ngodi bon muroi, miic dai i phyc, dimg ¢ bén
canh hoang thuong. Ngay Tét nguyén dan, ngudi phu nit c6 thé dimg canh Hoang Thuong, chi c6 thé la hoang hau, cting chi ¢6 hoang hiu moi co the 1a
mau nghi thién ha, nhung ngoai trir nhiing di€u d6 ra, han cling khong cé cam giac gi dac bict.

Tir Pat nhe the dai mot tiéng, khoanh tay lai, thim dam cuoi véi hin:

“Pai cong tir thiy t6i, ¢6 thé lam méu nghi thién ha dugc hay khong?”

Trong mot khdc, hin im king khong ndi gi

Tir Pat théy thé, ha ha cuoi, hai ma hong tmg, khong biét |a d6 mat hay vi dong lanh ma do, ¢ Tim bam: “Qué nhién  toi nghe im, hiéu Am” C6 ding
strc lau mt, rit minh ra khéi hoi tre, thd sau, cudi ndi: “Pai cong tir, sao dén gid van con dung ngoai cira? Gié dém lanh dén cat xurong, mau vao di
thoi.”

“Bén trong c6 khach.” Hin lai lap lai mot lan.

“Khéch? Ai vay?” Khuya khodt ma loai dén day, voc déng giéng nguoi Tay Huyén, nhung quin o mic trén ngudi lai 1 ctia Dai Nguy.

O Pdng Sinh néim chit cy throng mau bac, nhat giong n6i: “N6i 1 khach, ciing i nguoi than ctia Nhi tiéu thu, nhung 6 18 trong long nhitng ngudi do,
c6 da sém trd thanh dich nhan. To6i khong biet Nhi ti€u thur tinh toan the nao, nén dirng ngoai cho. Néu thue phai dén mirc ddng thu, t6i cling khong
dumg cach Nhi ticu thu qué xa.”

Tir Pat stng s6t, ngay sau do bat thdt lén: “Tir True, Tir Hoi, ngudi dén 12 ai trong hai ngudi d62”

“Déudén ca.”

[1]: Chip tir chi thi, dir tir giai o (ndm tay ca doi, bén nhau dén gid): Hai cau trich trong bai Kich ¢ 4 — Kinh Thi.
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Chuong 10
Mot dém, lién tiép ba tin chdn dong, am cho Tir Pat bdng chbc khong ndi nén 1oi.

C0 ctii dau nhin chiu thur vira tiép nhén, nghe Tir Truc thudt ki khau du. Trén chiéu thur viét mudn ¢ tire khidc tré vé Tay Huyen, khau du i vu dn Nhj
hoang tir 1am Tam hoang tir trong thuong da khép lai, Tir Pat qua thuc vo tdi, yéu cau co phai quay vé Tay Huyén ngay lap tuc.

C ¢6 thé troy vé sao?

Cb quay dau nhin O Pong Sinh, O Pdng Sinh ciing dang nhin ¢6. C6 chot ming 1, budc dén n6i véi hin: “Pai cong tir, ching ta c6 thé tré v&, ching ta
khong phai 1a luc binh dut ré troi dat nita.” Trong long ¢6 dang mirng nhu dién!

Anh it O Pdng Sinh ding lai trén ngudi Tir Truc, Tr Hoi, than sic ca hai déu rat ho' himg than nhién. So sanh thir, ¢6 gai ¢ trudc mét hin dang vui
sudng dén nuon bay 1én nay, thue khong hé giong nhur nguroi & Tur gia.

“Nhi tiéu thur, ¢6 thé cho t6i muon chiéu thu xem thir mdt chit?”

“Puong nhién roil”

O Pdng Sinh nhén ly, doc tht k§ hai lan, lai nhin Tir Pat mdt cai, thdm thiy noi:

“Nhi tiéu thur, ¢6 thé ¢6 da quén cai gi?”

Tu Dat dang mimg r& dén hd do, nghe thiy vay chgt ngén ngo, chim rdi quay dAu lai nhin chi em nha minh. Muén triéu hdi mdt Tir Dat bé nho chéc
khong can ding den hai ngudi Tir gia nhi? Chéc chén la ¢6 nguyén nhan. C6 vui vé bao: “Dai cong tir, t0i cing v6i chi em trong nha trd chuyén, ban dém
ngOi tn gau. .. tan gau chut tinh chi em. Anh vé phong nghi ngoi trurde di”

“Toi hiéu 164, 16i vé phong ddy. Nhi tiéu thur néu c6 chuyén gi cir viée hét to 1én mot tiéng a duoc.” Dirt 104, héin nhin chédm chidm cy dao trong tay Tir
Hoi, mbi xoay ngudi budc ra ngodi.
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Tir Dat cuoi guong, day canh ctra s6 mo ra, xan 1én ong tay 4o rong thung thinh, cam ho rugu trén ban dén ngdi 6 ctra.

Tir Hoi va ¢6 uén luon khong thé song trong cung mjt khong gian kin duge. €6 nho 13 le trude ¢d cing Tir Hbi 6 trong phong, Tir Hoi con non ra dy
ngudi ¢d, cac ky nhan bén canh Tir Hoi voi vang mang ¢ trd vé, lic di con khong dam nhin thing vao co.

Van ménh ca ¢6 ciing khong xui x¢o dét} ndng ndi do, nhung Tir Hbi qua thire khong phai 1 dang dién tro, cho nén, tir d6 vé sau ¢ cb hét stre khong
0 chung mdt gian phong voi Tir Hoi — bang khdng, it nhat bon birc tuwong trong phong d6 cling phai long 1ng gié thoi.

C cudi ndi: “Toi mo cira ra, néu lanh, t6i Jy 4o choang gitip hai ngudi. T6i nay t6i vira an cua xong, ca ngudi ngira sip chét, t6i phai hong gié mdt chut
moi duge.”

Tu Héi cting theo ¢6 dira, nhin kén tréng tron treo lo kg trén trdi, noi: “Toi tlﬁy anh trang 6 Bai Nguy, so voi Tay Huyén ciing ching khac gi miy.” C6
6m Am dao trong tay, ngdi trén lan can hanh lang, trinh 46 phéng khoang nay dén O Pong Sinh cling khong bang,

Tir Pat khong c6 nét ung dung nhur thé, néu khong, ¢ ciing s& khong ngdi trong chd dat bin trurde cira. “La toi qua vui mirng dén ndi chénh mang khong
dé y, ca hai ngudi déu 1a nhan tai v cling quan trong ctia Ty Huyén, tai sao lai c6 thé chi vi mdt ké Tir Dat ni cing nhau dén day duoc?”

“Vén 1a t6i dén.” Tir HOi dép. “Nhung Tir Truc lai thinh cau, Nhj hoang tir thiy ring néu cang nhiéu ngudi di, co may chi trd vé s& cang lon.”

Tir Pat bét cudi, “Chuyén t6i c6 trd vé hay khong lai quan trong dén viy sao? Néu ngay ca Tir Hoi ciing dén day, t6i trd v&. . . cling chi con mdt duong
chét ma thoi”

Tir Hoi cuoi lanh: ‘jNéu 13 mudn chi chét, Nhi hoang tir s€ khong 4m thdm ha mét 1énh, néu chi khong v&, chi viée ép budc chi tro vé. Hin noi t6i 14 loai
stc sinh lang tim cau phe khong hiéu tinh nguroi, ngay ca chi em rudt thit trong nha cling ¢d thé cudng ép bat trd veé sao?”’

Tir Pat nghe vdy, trong 1ong Ay im ky quéi. Ep bude ¢6? Nhi hoang tir mubn loi dung ¢6 céi gi?
Ttr Trye ding trong phong nhat giong noi:

“Ta dén, chi den 16i cho ¢0 biét. Tir Pat, c6 khong can tré v&.” Thiy Tir Pat dot nhién quay lai, Tir Trure binh finh n6i: “Tré vé& ching qua ciing 1 tro
thanh n6 16 cung cAm, ¢6 mudn nhur vay khong?”

“N6 8. . .cung cam?” Tir Pat kinh ngac, ngay ca Tir Hoi ciing nhudng mi, quay dau nhin lai,

“Nhj hoang ttr.” Tir True n6i: “Namngodi khi c6 duge thai tir Dai Ny mang di, hin da vao nha cta ¢6 vai lan, ta von nghif hin dinh tim boi gi dé ga
hoa cho Tir gia, nhung, lic nghién ctru lich str khai quoc Tay Huyén, khong ngd da khién ta phat hién ra mdt cau chuyén rat ky la.”

Da it Tir Pat giat gidt. Tir Dat vén  d6i twong c6 khong thé ndo theo kip, thurong thi trong nhéy mit ¢6 vin con chua hiéu dugc, Tir True da nhay
sang nghién ctru nyc tiéu ke tiép.

Tir True lai not: “Nhan an dire cua Tlnnh Tlnrong ta da duoc ‘phéprtu do di lai & trong cung. Méy thang trurde ta c6 xem qua mdt birc hoa b, ngudi
trong buc hoa kia nhin kha quen miit, ba phan giong ta, bay phan giong c6.”

“A, trong cung c6 hru lai tranh v& ngudi Tir gia cling khong phai 1 chuyén bat ng.”
“Dling, khong bat ngd, nhung trong tay ngudi d6 cam mdt cay dao.”

Tir Pat nhin cay trudng dao ctia chinh minh, lai nhin nhin cdy Am dao ma Tir Hoi dang 6m trong ngye. Cudi cing chi ¢6 thé dap nhur cit: “Thue khéo
nm-7’

Tir Trye nhat nhdo n6i: “Trén doi ndy chi 6 nhn qua, khong c6 tring hop. Hinh dang cta cdy dao kia rat hiém thdy, ta phai tra ciru trong cac cudn sach
¢0 hoi lau méi timra d6 1a kim dao truyen thuyet & Pai Nguy.”

Tir Pat tron niit hA mdm. “Kim dao? Cai ndy t6i c6 nghe qua, Ly Dung Tri timg ké v& than thoai khai quic ctia Pai Nguy, ¢6 18 1 v& cing mdt ngudi
d6. Néu birc hoa khong phai 1 gia nmao, hay chiing ching ta 1 thin nhan?”

Tir Pat lai lién tuc tron mét hd mdm. “Chuyén ndy. .. chi n6i khong khoi co phan. .. qué chiic chin.”

“Téo bao ma dodn, can thin chimg thyre, ta da ¢6 mdt sy hinh dung rd rang, Néu ké trong tranh v& giong ngwoi Tir gia, vy thi ba dong ho ¢ ba nude
kia chinh 14 gia mao, cling c6 kha nang lic trude cd ké dem kim dao tin vat ctia nguodi d6 phan tan khap tir quoc, Pai Nguy vi thé mdi cd kimdao.”

“Ngudi d6. .. thue s 1a than tuéng?”
Tir Truc nhin ¢, thin sic rat khé do. “Than tudng? C6 ciing biét khong it, ngudn tir dau viy?”

“A, déy déu 1 Ly Dung Tri ni cho t6i biét.”



“Ly Dung Tri.. TatlmgnglnencuuquablsucuaDalNguy,mauplncuahanblplntankhachamlm,suphucuahanwhanmatuvanchet Hin c6 thé
tr6s thanh thai tir, trong d6 chéin chén gian khd khong it.”

“Tir Truc, ngay ca bi str Pai Nguy chi ciing nghién ciru sao. ..” Tir Pat im bam, chim rai udng mot hop ruou.

Thét sy la cang ubng cang say, nhung cang say cang khong dé dang mién man suy nghi. Hoang hau? Hin rruon mdt ngudi, dé chinh 14 chi cin ¢6? Cho
di 13 bj van tién xuyén tim c6 ciing khong tin. C6 nghe thiy Tir Trure mudn ¢b vao cung, hoi that ciin k& vé than thoai d6, ¢6 lic dau ndi:

“May ngy gan day khong dugc tién cho fim.”
“Khong dugc tién cho Bm? Visao?”
“... Dao nay du 6¢ hin 6 chit mé mudi.”

Tir Hdi lanh giong xen vao: “Lo chuyén dAu 6¢ mé mudi cta hin, lo chuyén thin tudng d6 lam gi, Tir Truc chi roi xa chu 2 rdi. Tix Pat thuc khong thé
quay vé Tay Huyén?”

Tir Truc tram nic trong chdc lat, dap: “Tot nhét 1 dimg tré vé. Cho dii bt bude phai Vv, ciing phéi mai danh & an tich tim mot cho ndo do song cho hét
doi. Hoang that Tay Huyén quyén luc qué Ion, Tir gia cho dit c6 cong ciing van van lan khong thé vi mot Tir Pat ma giét vua.”

Tir Hoi siét chit chudi dao. “Chi vi mdt birc tranh? Chimg dién ctia Nhi hoang tir lai quay hén nita thi phai?”
Tir Pat cudi khd. C6 khong biét ¢o da trds thanh nhur vay, con can phai m mot thé than nira. C6 thé nhan dinh ring, c6 sap iy dau khé lim cong viée
ca doi?

“Tir Pat néu mubn & lai Dai Nauy, t6t nhét cling nén d6i tén. Hom nay ching ta c6 thé By cé dé co lang thang & ddy, nhung khé dam béo ngy sau s&
khong c6 nhitng ké khac dén bat c6.”

.. Toi ¢4 tai dure gi déu chir, Nhi hoang tir cling thire 1 khong 6 ¥t nhin rdi.” Tir Pat vui vé ndi. “Trude mét toi chura thé roi di duoc, doi dén sau
khlLyDunng dang co moi co thé di, chdr hiin diing co. .. Ding rdi, Tir H01, chiic mimg em da tr6 thanh tudéng quan. Néu nhu nim d6 khong xay ra
chuyén nay, co gang ndy, chirc quan nay c6 khi t6i da thira huong cling nén.”

Tir Hoi lanh Ring nhin ¢6, dép: “Toi thiy chi mdt chut loai tinh cam vui mirg ciing khong ¢6. Chi cho ring t6i khong ¢6 tinh cam sao? Chi mudn Ay chirc
quan ndy ctia ti, ching qua 1 mudn lam cho t6i song qua duoc hai muoi km tudi.”

“Em 1 ngudi t3i ba, can gi phai léy chirc quan nay lam cyc han? Khong bing o dé cho t6i di. Dé cho t6i thoa mén mot chit, dé cho toi rang 1o vai nam
cling dlI(_J'C’.” Cé 12 ké vo dung, song dél? hai muroi lim da 1a dua, la thoi durgc 1ol Nhng Tu Hoi, T}‘I Truc khong nhu vay, hai ngum ho déu Ia nhan tai
cuc ky xuat sac. Vi sao khong ai nghi d€n chuyén kéo dai cudce song cuia hai ngudi ay, d€ ho cd thé nguyén trung thanh vi Tay Huyén?

Tir Tryc cham ri di dén bén canh c6, ngdi xudng dat.

Tir Hoi thdy thé, ciing nhay xubng khoi lan can hanh lang, mién cudng chiu dung khi tirc quanh than Tir Pat, ngdi ¢ bén kia ctia co.

Tur Dat thu sting nhurge kinh, hoi: “Sao vay?”

“Ngay do, khong phai chi khong ctru em” Tir Trye nhe giong néi: “Khong phai Tir Hoi khong ciru em Néu ching ta lén tiéng, hén s& vinh Vién bamvao
em dé khéng ché Tir gia. Phu than da 16n tubi, néu 6ng ta ngay ca con gai minh cting c6 thé Vit bo, thi cmgdenhlc nén anhuongtum gia 1di. Sau khi em
duoc Ly Dung Tri ctru di, chi da dé cho lo nhan gia song ciing di vai nam cui doi cho that t6t, khong hé dé y dén viéc tridu dinh nita.”

Tir Pat nghe vdy, hét hon. Thé nay rd rang 1 ép phu thén roi khoi trung tim quyén hye. Tir Truc cling Tir Hoi ¢6 ban linh niy, nhung, nhung. ..

Tir Hoi & bén canh lanh nhat n6i:

“Tir Pat, chj luon thich d& mdt chiit cém tinh mo ho qudy nhiu im kho khéin. Ong ta bo roi con gai rudt clia minh, khong d4m lia xa hoang that, muon
strc Nhi hoang ti, lai khong dam thue sw doi nghich véi thai tir. Céi o ba phai ndy sém mudn cling hai chét nha ho Tir, khong bang cir cho ong ta ve
huru sém di. Huong ho, ¢ Tay Huyén coi trong I3 phai ctia mau thin, khong lién quan gi dén 6ng ta hét.”

«_..” Tir Dat giat giat khoe miéng, cudi cing ciing khong n6i ra cau “Emnoi lo ba phai d6 a ngudi cha than sinh ra chinh minh ha.” Boi vi ¢6 gidng
nguoi thudi, trong tinh cam, cho nén ¢ Tir gia, c6 thily chung van 13 ngurdi ngoai cude.

“Em khong thé dy lidu duge Chl $& vi TAn Pai Vinh ma uéng thude ,dcf)c, tha chét ciling rguén dua thude giai ra ngoai. Chi, nguoi khac @i t6t v6i chi mot
phéan, chi s€ bao dap nmurdi phan, day 1a 1am sao vay ha? Tir nho dén gio chi chuyén thi€u ng ngudi khac sao?”

Pdc dia qua doc dia qua, nhung du sao ¢d cling nat vun 101, cho nén méy 101 nay hoan toan khong da thuong c6 dugc nita. Tir Pat mit nhin i, mii
nhin tAm.



“Dai Nguy Ly Dung Tri cép cho chi chd ¢ dep, chi chiing phai | ban mang cho héin dén chét? S6 ménh nd 6 ndy ctia chi, phéi sira gip moi duoc.” Tir
Hoi noi.

Tay Ttr Pat run Ién, vai giot nurde sanh ra ngoai.
Tir Hoi liéc nhin c¢6 mdt cai, hoi: “Ly Dung Tri Bm gi sa0?””

“Ciing khong co.... Han giit chj lai bén canh, chang qua 1. ] vi chi mdt doi binh thuan, ¢6 thé khién han thuan loi ding co. .. C6 thit tinh khong the
tho 10 voi ai, lai thap giong noéi: “Han con cho chi mdt vi tri. .. Vitri kia ¢6 chit khéd ngdi, nhung khong phai 1a qua khé ngoi.”

“La 1am hoang hau sao?” Tir Hoi mit khong chut thay d6i noi.

Tir Pat hd hbc mom, bt thdt kn: “Lam sao em biét?” Voi va quay ngodt lai nhin Tir Trye, mudn héi chi ¢6 phai ciing biét rdi hay khong, néo hay Tir
Tryc da nham niit ngi.

“Hén mudn Tir Trye ngd, Tir Tryre nudn mo it ciing khong dugc.”

“Ai?” Tir Pat hoang hon héi. Tir Trire qué thyre d6i lic ciing ¢6 am viée nhém niit dudng thin ndy, 6 con vai lin gip Tir Truc ngii ma khong bi ai phat
hién nira. Nhung, 161 nay ctia Tir Hoi 13 rang 1a chi ctia minh dang hon me.

“Chi khong nhé sa0? Namdo chi budc vio hoa vién, hén lién 6i ra, sau d6 hén nhd em chuyén 1i cho chi, mn khéach mudn du quan vio dudi truéng
kia 1a dinh lay chi Iam van cau.”

Tir Pat ha c6 thé nao quén duge? Do 1 mdt doan hdi tre ¢6 kho thé chiu dung, “Chi van nhd, tén hin 1a Puong Quy ding khong?”’
“Puong Quy?” Trong khoanh khéc, séc mit Tir Hoi ¢6 chut ky la. “O thi Buong Quy 12 Buong Quy di. Lin | ndy emden, hén nho emchuyen 104, néu chi

thyre mudn tré thanh hoang hau Pai Nguy, cho t6i nam chi hai muroi lim tudi, chi dugc toan quyén sir dung hén. Néu chi khéng mudn, hén s& vo duyén
vO phdn véi chi, di theo bén canh em.”

Mot con gi6 lanh quét vao mit, im da ga toan thin ¢6 ndi hét ca 1én. Tir Pat dirt khodt dc tron bau ruou vao miéng, Di sao dém nay ¢6 da nhan hét
chan dong r6i, du Tur H6i c6 dot nhién 16t bo 16p mit na da ngudi bén ngoai, bao: “Ta Ia cha con day”, c6 ciling s€ khong cam thiy qua ngac nhién. Nghi
dén do, cd ha ha cudi, lai so Jam 6n dén Tur Truc, vui vé ndi:

“Tir Hoi, em dang ndi diia voi chi ha? Mot ngudi vira gip chi da lp tic dira...”

“U, Iuc hin gap chi qua 1a khdng duge khoe. Nhung chi cir theo sy thue ma trd 101 em, chi thuc thich Ly Dung Tri? Thuc mudn im hoang hau Pai
Nguy?”

Tir Pat Iy ra dong tim két tir trong tii, nhe nhang v vé, khong ndi gi.

Tir Hoi biét ¢6 ¢6 tinh can nhic, 1t di 1At lai rit Au nén ciing kién nhan cho, nhung cubi cung khong chiu ndi, cAm Am dao leo 1én lan can harh lang ngéi
lai.

Miii dén nira canh gios sau, Tir Pat moi nhe nhang noi: “Trong long chi vin chi mong c¢6 mdt ngudi cling minh, ¢ thé hiéu chi, khéng ché nhirg ngudi
canh chi. Chi voi va timkiém, chi sg bo 15 Itic no khong hay. Nhung cho t6i bay i chi ciing chra bao gioy nghi O dai cong tir giéng hén, luon nhin chi
bang anh mét cam ghét. Tuy anh mt ndy chi chiu dyng duoc, vét thurong trong long ciing da kin chd, nhung cudi cing chi tim dwoc con dao treo trén
dAu. Nguoi Tay Huyén ndo ciing da timg chém vao dau chi mdt nhét, chi cé mdt ngudi la khac. Han 1 ké hoach tic chién ctia Ly Dung Tri rat hoan héo,
tir khi quen biét héin cho t6i bay gio, hén chura bao gioy nhin chi bang anh mét ‘d6 i Tir Dat bét tai vo dung’.”

«... Ctr nhur vay?” Tir Hoi nhin lai phia cong vom. Thi lyrc ctia ¢6 khong tot bang Tir Pat, nhung ciing mo hd thiy dwoc dang hinh nhoa nhat ctia rimg
céy bach ngoai kia.

Tt Dat cuoi dap: “Cur nhu vﬁy. Khong c6 cach nio khac, dd c6 con trimg chui vio tim, tim durge chd t6t i thi khong chiu di dau nira. Chi von da c6
hao cam doi véi hin, sau khi hin cye nhoc ca ngay ca dém chiam soc chi... Aizz, chi cang rat rat thich han.” C6 thd dai.

“Ha ha, em thAy chi c6 thé 1d mAu nghi thién ha khong?”’

Tir Hoi khong hé stmg sot, dp: “Ai ¢6 the I mAu nghi thién ha? Em thiy hoang héu Dai Nguy va Tay Huyén déu qué kém coi, néu khong, sao lai dé
hoang cung thém loan, con chiu hoang that tranh tude vi, nAng & ngoai thich? Ngay ca t€ gia cling lam khdng xong, con muon mau nghi thién ha?”

Tir Pat nghe vdy, mit 16 sic thai khac thuong. “That ra chi khong nghi dén nhur thé. ..” C6 im bam

“Vay chj mudn tré thanh hoang hiu? Néu lam hoang hdu, s& khong can trg vé Ty Huyén, khong can bién thanh nd I cung cAm ciia Nhj hoang tir. Bay
2i0 em thay han cing Tir True giong nhau, dinh vao vai nam la khong thé thoat khéi.”

Tt Dat lai im ling.



Tir Hoi nhin séc trdi da himg sang, hét strc kién nhan cho. Mot lic 1au sau, m6i nghe Tir Pat noi:

“Afz. ... Chi thyrc thich Ly Dung Tri, vi héin, chi nghi, doi ny chj tha mit khoi long Tay Huyén, tuong lai trén bia m) c6 & s& viét vé dira con chéu Tir Pat
toi comnay “Sinh ra vd dung, chét di cling vo dung”. Ping vay, chi chi muon vui mirg hoan hi mdt ki€p ndy, lam hoang hau Pai Nguy rat... Chi con
nght...” Tir Dat tho dai.

Tir Hoi dap mot tiéng, dimg ddy budc vao trong phong, rot mt chén nude, lai bude ra dua cho co.

“Khat nuée khdng?”

Tir Bat khong chit nghi ngd, mim cuoi nhin ly. “Troi ciing sip sang roi, chéc em ciing mét moi, chi di sdp xép mot gian phong cho em va Tir Tryc nghi
ngoi.”” C6 mdt ngumudng can chén, nudc cd vi 1 la, nhung c6 nghi 1a do d€ ngudi qua lau.

C5 dinh dimg ddy, bdng nhién phat hién than thé khong con chit strc hre, ca ngudi gue xudng mit dat. Co kinh hii, ¢b sire nging dau 1én nhin Tir Hoi:
“Em...”

O Pdng Sinh Bp tirc tir phia sau cira di ra. Hin von mudn dong dén ngan thuong, nhung Tir Pat cach Tir Hoi qua gan, khong thé hanh dong khinh sudt.
Han nhin Tir HOi, anh mit séc nhu dao, noi: “Tam tiéu thu day Ia nuon gi?”

Tir Hi tay trai cim dao chi vao O Ddng Sinh, ciing khong thém liéc mét mot ci toi han, mét khong chut thay doi néi voi Tir Pat:

“La thiic. .. La Puong Quy dwa. Han bao, néu chi khong mudn ngdi nAu nghi thién ha, vién thude ny c6 thé gitip chi vira van bude ra. Chi lam viée luon
do do du du, da yéu thurong ngudi ndo thi di tra gid bing ca tanh mang ciing khong tiéc. Nhin xem, ‘ngay cd emrot mdt chén nude ¢6 mii la chi cling
khong hé canh gi4c, ngiy chi tr¢ thanh hoang hau, Ly Dung Tri néu mudn phe hau lap nguoi khac hén khong can triim phuong ngan ké moi ¢6 thé hai
chét chi. Tham chi néu ¢6 cung nir thin can ndo muon hai chi, chi cling s& chét. Ly Dung Tri néu thyc thich chi, im sao khong biét tic phong chi im
viéc? Cho nén, em thay chi quyét dinh, cho chi ubng thudc nay, xong hét moi chuyén. Chi tuyét d6i dirmg n6i voi Tir Truc thude ndy ki do ai ché ra, chi
chiic chiin s& giam 16ng Prrong Quy, méi dén khi tra 15 vién thude ndy chira nhimg thanh phin ndo mdi chiu dimg tay.”

“Pién ha gia |am!”

Nguoi trong Tir phurong quan lap tire x6n xao. “Pai Nguy dién ha tdi linh dudng lam céi gi?”

Tir Pat theo ban ning nglmg lai ho hap. .. Ma khong can nin tho ciing giéng nguoi chét roi.

Tir Hoi dit cho co mot vién thube gié chét, noi | gia chét, khong bang ndi luon I, tién cho Tir Hoi trén dudng di Am phu, khong dé bon 4m binh phat
hién ho 13 ngurdi song,

Nudt vao, nhiét dd co thé Iap tirc ha Xuéng, nhip tim ddp chim dén hAu nhu dung lai, nhung y thirc van it rd rang,
Mot vai ngudi sau khi dimg, s& sinh ra hién turgng toan than khong thé nhiic nhich— chéng han nhur ¢6.

Tir Truc sau khi roi giwdng, trdm tur mot It, chi ndi: “Nhur vay ciing tot. Trd vé Tay Huyén, s& ndi em bi bénh cap tinh n mét. Tir ddy vé sau, khong
con Tur Pat nira.”

Vay ciiing phai hoi qua ¥ kién ¢6 mot chit chd. Tir Pat khd s, bi loi dung rdi, bi méng chiri rdi, bi nhao bang rdi, nhung chura bao gioy im vao tinh trang
quan bach bi bat nam mdt chd khong thé dong day nhur ndy.

“Dién ha. .. Piéu nay khong hop 18!” Cé ngudi noi.

Noi nay la Tir phuong quan Bai Nguy, chuyén cung cap cho nghi lai cho cac thuong Iir va dac phai vién cua quic gia. Tir Truc, Tir Hoi ding 1 dang
nghi tam & ddy. Tir Hoi cho ¢6 ubng thude, c6 thoi thop sudt mdt ngiy mot dém thi “tit tho’, bay gio co. . . doi bung!

“Tir hoc s t6i thire dung lac.” Ly Dung Tri khan khan noi.
Tir Pat nhém mit, nghe hén cing Tir True n6i chuyén voi nhau.
Tir Tryc dap:

“Toi von phung chi trigu mudi dy vé nude, khong ngdy mudi Ay lai bénh cap tinh rdi mat. Ca doi Tir Pat yén binh ma trdi, trude khi im chung ¢6 ngudi
thin & bén cham soc¢ bau ban, khi di ciing khong dau dén, ciling 1a phuc khi cudi ciing ng trdi ban ting,”

“.. Pay ] cudc doi an 6n ctia ning hay sa0?” Hin ngimg mot lic iy, di n6i: “Bon virong c6 thé nhin mit Tir Pat lan cudi duoc khong?”
“Quan tai chua dong, dién ha mudn gip, tAt nhién 1A dwoc.”

Tur Dat y thirc rat tinh tdo, d3 6 chit xic dong mudn cudi. Vi nhdm mit, nén m6i nghe duoc camxuc bao ham trong 161 moi ngudi dbi thoai. Tai sao



trurée giov 6 chura hé nhim it nghe Ly Dung Tri n6i chuyén?

Ngit khi ctia héin nghe tyra nhur dang khan khan vi kich dong, nhung thure ra lai théan nhién binh finh, thim chi con ¢6 d6i phin tirc gian, con bi throng thi
mot chitt cling khong cd. Ha ha, ha ha. .. Trong long c6 dang cuoi nhur dién.

Ngay ca hén thich c0, chi s¢ cting chi c6 mdt chiit thoi.

C6 chura bao gio nght dén chuyén hén s& chét, nhung, néu c6 mdt ngay nhur vy, ¢o nght, ¢6 s& lic ndo ciing nhé dén hén, trong 1ong chic chan bi ai thé
Irong vo cting, chi cau thoi gian ¢6 thé xoay nguoc, chi mong minh ¢6 thé chia chit tudi tho cho hén.

bing vay, ding vay, day la diém khac biét gilta hén va co. Tir Hoi noi ding, hén chinh n¥it thiy 6 vi tha fish ma khong tiéc tanh mang, chinh mét thiy
co 0'song Le vi hén ma tinh nguyén cho chét. Mot ngudi khon khéo nhur hén, Am sao khong nhin thau tinh cach cia ¢6? Lam sao khong biét ¢6 chi so
say mot chit, s& bi song gié cung dinh ap tire dim chét?

Thudc ctia Tir Hdi, 13 rang chi cd thé Am nhiét d6 co thé ¢o ha xuéhg, tai sao cd lai cam théy ca luc phti ngii tang ctia minh ciing bét dAu lanh hin?

C6 10i di.... 6 phai 1 t6t hay khong? Gia chét nhur vAy, mai danh an tich, lanh khoi hin tim mdt cude song khac. Tim mot noi giao giita TAy Huyén va
Pai Nguy. ..

C6 khong chi y nghe xem hiin va Tir True dang néi i, chi cam thdy ngon tay 4m ap dang cham vao ma.

Thie ra, ¢6 khong hé nmudn xa roi sy ém‘ép ctia hén. Truong phu chi tai tridu dudng, nit nhan chi nhur quén 4o, ¢ khong phéi khong biét, chi i, chi k. ..
C6 da hy vong vo cling, tim da chet hét 1an nay dén lan khac, khong bang hoi cai.

“Dién ha, da dén gio phong quan.” Tir True noi.

Ly Dung Tri dang gilr quan tai, van khong hé nhiic nhich, ngon tay lai mon man lan t6c lanh IBo trong quan tai ca 6. C6 c6 chit khong hiéu, néu hin da
khong c6 chitt thirong tiéc ndo, dén phing diéu mot chit B duoc rdi, tai sao van con chua di?

Dot nhién, c6 cam thiy hai ma am dmy, trong long dang Iy Bmky la, hai canh mdi da bi hon lén.
Tir Pat ngdy nguoi.

“Pién ha!”

Hin dimg thing dy, dang mu6n mé miéng, dot nhién mot bing mau tiroi tir miéng hén phun ra.
Tir Pat thim kinh hai, chi cam thiy khdp mét dinh day chét long, 1. .. méu?

“Pién ha! Dién ha!” Klﬁp linh duong hoang mang 16i loan, dd moi 4m thanh xen tap vao nhau.
C6 nghe thiy tiéng hit tho don dap ciia hin. Tiép theo, han I6n tiéng quét:

“Tir hom nay tré di, Tay Huyén Tir Dat chinh 14 chinh phi ctia Ly Dung Tri bon virong, Hom nay I Thai tir phi, ngdy mai chinh 1 hoang hau Pai Nguy.
Ai ¢6 ban linh mang Thai tir phi di trude mit bon vuong, ai ddm mang nang roi khoéi giang son Pai Nguy ta?”’

Trong long Tir Pat khé thd dai. Du gi ¢6 cling c6 kinh nghiém, méu ndy. ..
I gid

Ga gy canh mot, tir chi ctia ¢ dan 4m lai, bét du co thé ctr dong,
“Lamon...” C6 ndi, hoi théd mong nhur to.

C6 ngudi tién 1én, mo nép quan tai van chua dong chit.

C6 mim cuoi: “Pa ta Pai cong tir.” C6 ngdi day, dudi thit ng moi nhix, thay Tir HOi ngdi & mot goe nhdm niit dudng thin. “Moi nguroi déu mét moi ca
1oL Ngoai Tir phuong quan ¢ camvé quan?’

O Pdng Sinh gt dau, dd ¢ budc ra khoi quan tii.
C5 ciii dAu nhin bo 4o liém hoa 1 khoéc trén nguoi minh, ha ha cuoi, lai ngimg mit nhin O Pdng Sinh, nhe nhing ndi:

“ai cong tir phéi vé Ty Huyen, viy nhén co hdi ndy di ctng Tir Truc di. Toi s& tty théic cho chi 4y, chi ndm trong tay quyén luc ctia Tir gia, nhat dinh
¢ thé x6a bo than phan nd I cho anh. Anh lién c6 thé thoa tam chi, vi Ty Huyén tan hién strc luc.”

O Pdng Sinh hér hitng n6i:



“Ngly d6 t0i tros thanh Khéit 4, khong c6 ai liéc mit mot ln, chi c6 Nhi tiéu thu B con nghi dén O Dong Sinh. Néu da nhur vy, ha ¢¢ gi toi phai vi Tay
Huyén ma ban mang?”

“Cho du khong ban mang, & qué nha ctia minh, cling hon 14 Iuu lac murdc ngoai.”

“Qué nhi?” Miéng héin nhéch lén, nhe dén ndi héu nhu khong thé thiy, “O chdn qué nha d6, ngoai trir Nhj tiéu thur ra, con ai viron tay ra don? Néu c6
thé tim mdt noi 4m 4p khac, qué nha chinh 1 & d6, khong dau xa.”

Tir Pat nghe vdy, tim thich mt tiéng, RS rang héin dang n6i vé minh, ¢6 lai mo hd cam thiy hén nhim vao tinh canh ca c6.

Tinh canh cta hin véi ¢6 ciing chiing khéc nhau B my. Nhung khi ¢6 dau dén nhé nhung noi chon rau ¢t ron, nghi dén khi chinh minh dt dirt gbe ré,
tua nhur troi rung dat chuyén, khong bao gio duoc 1a Tir Pat nita, han lai ¢6 thé mdt tay cat phing qué nha da rudng bo minh nhur vay. .. C6 thue khong
bang,

C5 hin hin, cudi ndi:

“Néu Dai cong tir da ¢6 dy tinh, Tir Dat s& khong khuyén giai gi nira.” C6 di dén trudc linh duong, thiy phurong hoang bao mot thude Tay Huyén ban
cho dang duoc dé chinh giira phong, 1 Tir Tryc tinh kira Ly Dung Tri dé khi an ting c6 s& xép chung vao. C6 kinh can quy xuong dat, cti nguoi lay ba
lay, dimg day thiy Tir Truc vira di vao thién thinh, cac ty nit bung diém tim di phia sau chi thiy c6 chét di séng lai, ai ndy déu kinh hoang thét choi tai
bo chay.

Tir True nhin ¢6, ho hitng néi: “Cho di cdm vé quan Pai Nguy ¢6 vy kin noi ndy, chi ciing ¢6 thé tim cch khac dé dem quan tai di, em khong can sng
lai lAm gi.”

Tir Pat thing than cudi:

“Néu hén dén linh duong vira khéc vira di, viy con chua ké, nhu‘nghén da ding dén quén ddi trong cung, chic chin 14 rit dé tim dén noi ndy va em
Thoi khéc nay dang | e trong diém cta hén, emsao con khong bict xau ho ma giy phien phirc thémnita. Phuong hoang bao mot thude nay chi demdi
di, Tir Pat bét tai vo dire, tur lic duoc ban, ngay dem o ling, thiy ban than chua cbng hlen cho Tay Huyen diéu g, twong lai ciing s& khong ¢6. Xin chi
chuyén 1 cho dién ha, tir sau khi theo Téan Pai Vinh, em lic ndo ciing bt an, ngiy d6 neu dé tam cht y dén Tan Dai Vinh mot chut, s& khong gy ra
chuyén déng tiéc nhur im Tam hoang tir bi thurong, Tir Pat khong con mét miii ndo tré v& Tay Huyén, cam nguyén chiu truc xudt, iy viéc vinh vién
khong quay lai Tay Huyén dé chudc toi.”

Tir Trye khong hoi 16 gi nhiéu, binh tinh n6i:

“Puoc, nhé béo trong.” C6 rdt qua vai Tir Pat, nhin Tir Hoi dang dtmg sau tm rém triing,

Tir Hoi phot Iy, sic mit lanh king, trong miét rii xubng,

Tir Pat cuoi ni: “Em dén Dai Nguy cting khong chét, 1i Vién D6 dai su n6i cuc chuan, emmdt doi binh thudn, ciing khong can phai qua dé tam dén hai
chit bao trong” Dirt 1, ¢6 cti nhin chiéc mim v nét cling diém tAm roi vai trén dét, tho dai: “Ro [ ing phi.”

Trong long vira nghi thAu mot Vié;, lélp tirc d6i bung. Tir Pat di ra khoi ctra linh dudng, nhim phong bép bude dén. Méi sang som, cac dac phai vién
cung thuong it wira thay c6, ai ndy déu so toi mirc xoay ngudi bo chay.

“Xéc chét ving day!”

“Nguoi Tay Huyén Tir gia xéc chét ving day!”

“Tir Dat song lail”

... C6 x0a x0a hai mé d& 4m kai, nhé ra Tir Hoi da gitip ¢ boi mdt I6p phén tréing ken miit, *nhat bach che tam xéu’ (dai ¥: da triing c6 thé che phn
lon khuyet diém trén mat). ..Co cling hudi rira. CO mdt duodng di tdi, khp tir phrong quan ga bay cho sta! Nguoi nguoi chay troi chét, lam co mubn di
ciing di khong duoc, nhung phong bép con chura tdia!

“Xay ra chuyén gi? M@ cira! M& cira mau! Néu c6 ngudi thira dip dem quan tai di, phai bét toan bo lail” Canh cira khong ngimg rung Jic.

Tur Dat nhin quanh san thiy khong mdt bong ngudi, khong con cach ndo khéc 1 phai tr minh tién 1én kéo chdt cira. Pang lic kéo, chot nghe bén ngoai
cd tieng chan ngya dung lai, Lam Ta hoi:

“Lamsao vay?”’
“Pai nhan, bén trong co tiéng on a0, gidng nhur c6 ngudi dang chay trén.”

“Chay trén? Chir khong phéi 1 van chuyén quan tai?”” Lam Ta sic mit nghiém khdc, “Con khong mau pha cira ra. .. Pha nhé nhe thoi, dimng qué kinh

dong dén ngudi ta!” RS rang dién ha gio phit ndy dang ban ron trim bé, lai didu quén doi dén vay quanh Tir phuong quén.

Cau nghe dén viéc nay, khong can do hoi lung tung, thing dén phi thai tir, lai nghe dién ha than nhién n6i: “Ngudi Tir gia dén nhin quan tii cia Tir Dat.”



Caunghe duge sic mit dai bién. Mdi vai ngay, Tir Pat da chét? Chua kip nghe ké lai dau dudi sur viée, cdu da bi dién ha phai t6i noi ndy canh gitt,
khong duoce dé nguoi ta chuyén quan tai ra.

“Pha!”

Tir Pat voi vang mo cira, kéu Ién: “Dung pha dimg phé, ctra ndy ta dung day khong ndi.”

Quén ching hé hbc mdom

Lam Tt miéng con dimg & chit “Pha” kia, thiy c6 mit tring béch budc ra, chi vao c6 “Cb... Co... Gi... Gia...”

Tir Pat luét anh nhin qua dam cAm vé quan trudc nit, that dung la mén son mén cbe (day nii day hang, ¥ chi rat dong), khién c6 c6 chip canh ciing
khong thé bay ndi. Ly Dung Tri ti gi phai hanh dong thé nay? C6 mim cuoi:

“U, t6i x4c chét song lai ddy.”

“Co da tr¢ lai” Nguoi dan 6ng dong dong cao, mim cudi, nhur anh ndng rang 16, Trén gwong mit hin khong c6 mot chiit vé hoang so, tra nhur ¢6 chi
vira dén Jau an hai san xong trd vé.

“Aiz, 161 da tro v&.” Co cudi. “Thuc xau hd qua, dé Théi tir va moi ngudi phai so hii.”

“Khong c6 gi ddng ngai.” Han tién 1én, nhe nhang 6m ly 6. “C6 vé I t6t roi, vé I tot rdi”

Lép 40 to dét nhe nhang co vao niit cd, sinh ra cam giac 4m 4m lnh lanh. C6 do dyr mdt chit, duong nhur 6m lai hén.

“Dién ha. .. Nhan sy yéu quy ctia nguoi, Tir Pat ddi véi ngdi vi Hoang hau. ..”

“Loi nay tam thoi dimg nhic t61.” Han cit 11 ¢6, & bén tai c6 thip giong cudi noi: “Nhi ¢6 mrong ¢6 thé tir tir cAn nhéc. Nghi lai, néu c6 1 Qudc mau,
nhimg lic t6i di nhamduong sai budc ciing ¢6 ¢d dd 16 lai, khong dé viée giita ¢6 va Tan Dai Vinh xay ra mdt lan nita, khién nhiing hoang tir ctia Pai
Nguy, Tay Huyén lai roi vao hoan canh nhur t61.”

Cb cudi ndi: “Pién ha Iic tim tiéu L quan da biét, t6i von khong ¢6 chi khi gi, chi can ngudi dan 6 ong cua minh khong gap tro ngai la dugc. Cing khong can
phai dimg trén van ngudi, nguoi Ay chi cin toan tim toan ¥ vi t6i, t6i xoay x sinh con nudi chdng déu dugc hét.”

Neudi dan 6ng dang 6m cd tram mic mdt e i, moi diu dang cuoi tra 1i:

“Nhung ta lai khong thé khong tr6 thanh kim long dmg trén van ngudi, Nhi ¢4 nurong can phai sém sira lai y nghi ndy moi dugc.” Lo dut, hén hui ra sau
mdt bude, nhin thing vao mat co.

Trudc kia Tir Pat mudn van do dur, by gior lai chi con gwong mit tinh king, P61 miit miu hd phach phan chiéu bong dang hén, lai trong veo nhot nhat, to
10 trén con dudng sdp t6i da khong con vi tri ctia hén niva.

Trong long Ly Dung Tri ¢6 mdt chiit bdi rdi khong yén. Hén nhin thing, thit sau, cudi cling cti dau xudng, hon 1én doi mdi hong nhat.

Khée miéng ¢ kh& cong Ién, ciing khong cur tuyét. Chuyén nam nit voi nhau, hén khong mudn hoan toan chim dém, nhung ciing hiéu mot diéu, thoi gian
troi qua, tur s€ phan biét dén mirc hy sinh vi tinh yéu ctia doi phwong. Hom do 6 tiéu quan quan Tay Huyén, c6 nhe nhang hon Hoang cong tir, 1a da dem
Hoang cong tir trong long dt ¢ long ban tay, thong yéu trim ngan cach. Vaingay trude & tieu quan quan Pai Nguy, ¢d hon Ly Dung Tri 1a nhiét tinh
nhur kra. Hommnay. ... ¢6 van nhiét tinh nhur lira, nhung dudng nhur lai thiéu mét cai gi.

Nghi dén d6, hén lai hon Ién mi tam (chd giira hai Ing méy) ctia ¢6, nhe nhang yén king 6m cd vao long, suy nghi mdt lat, cuoi noi:

“Nhi ¢6 nuong, trude mét 13 thoi khic méu chét, néu lai xay dén chuyén gidng nhu & Tt phuong quan ndy, ta s& tiée nudi ca mot doi. C6 dén phi théi tir
cliata & di”

“BUQ'C.”
Ban dang doc truyén Chi La Hoang Hgu dugc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Mot con gi6 lanh thdc vao, c6 dot nhién mé mit ra.
C6 xoay ngudi xudng girong, cm Ky trudng dao, 1ong bon chdn bét an.
Ngoai ctra sb troi tdi den, khong ¢6 chitt anh tring chiéu sang

Khong hiéu sao, tim co dap thinh thich, cam thiy phu thai tir hoi huyén néo, c6 déy cira ra, nhin cong vom hinh tron & ngoai. Anh Ira khong p lanh,
nhung khéng ¢6 quan cdm vé no tién vao trong san nha ¢ dang o.

Cb s& sang bude, nho vao bong tdi tranh quan binh théiy duoc. Lam Ta voi vang dira tir thur phong, miic trang phuc ctia quin camveé... Cauta B nguoi
bén canh Ly Dung Tri, tuyét khong phai ti€u binh tiéu tot. C6 nghe thay Lam Tt ra Iénh:

“Mau di Iy thém quin 4o nita, bao miy ngudi cao thi thay d6 nhanh, ciing vao cung bao vé dién ha.”
C6 hoi phén van, theo ngurdi no dén mdt chd khac, Ién It iy mot bd quén 4o ctia tiéu binh nhanh chong méc vao, lai trd lai gian thu phong kia. Khuyu

tay co day nhe ctra s0, 1o ra mdt khe ho nho. Tir d6 nhin vio bén trong, qua nhién ki Ly Dung Tri, con 6 mdt éng cu la Tién ko tudng quan, ciing chinh
1a phu than cta Lam Ta.

C6 gip qua mdt lan, Jan thir hai, ¢6 nh6 16 6ng o ndy véi viée cd “chet m song lai” khong cho 14 dung, ddi voi chuyén Ly Dung Tri chiéu co ring co
4 thi ttr phi cang vo ciing khong tng ho. Piing rdi, truong nit ctia dng 1 dé nhét my nhén Dai Nguy, birc tranh d6 cho dén nay van con 6 trong phi thai
.

Ong lo d6 noi: “Pién ha ln nay divao can dic biét can than. Mot ndm nay nhin nhur gié ém song ling, nhung chuyén rii ro rt ¢6 thé & mot khdc cudi
cung ndy ma bat ngd ap dén.”

Mot khéic cudi cing? C6 gidt minh, 1 o hoang dé da khong tru duroc nita?

Ly Dung Tri van dang viét rét nhanh khong ngimg, miéng dap: “Phu hoang triéu nhi than vao, nhi than im sao c6 thé khong di gip mit lin cudi? Trong
cung bon virong d ¢6 bd tri hé thng khip noi, dng khong can lo Fing.”

“Trong cung? Binh mé trong tay Hién vurong da sip tiénwdén kinh d9, trude mét nén déng cira thanh, phong tda bbn con dudng Ion moi phai, ¢6 lién
quan gi dén trong cung? Trong cung Pai Nguy khong the ddng dao kiem, dién ha...”

Tir Pat nghe thiy c6 tiéng budc chan trén hanh lang, 6 giwong mit nhin, vira vin gip duoc anh it kinh ngac ctia Bang tién sinh. Y ciing khong n6i
thém gi, vdi vang di vao thu phong,

“Dlén ha 2

“Pay | mit lénh va quyén truong. Tién sinh néu thiy trong cung c6 khoi bdc én, p tirc dan binh mé dudi quyén bén virong vao cung”

“Poi chit, dién ha!” Ong [0 kéu Ién: “Sai mOt bude, s& thua tréng, ngai dem quan chi luc dat & ngoai cura cung, 16 nhur kinh thanh. ..

Tur at nghe bon ho néi chuyén vi nhau, moi biét o hoang dé da chiu dyng khong ndi qua dém nay. Mot ndm nay, théi tir tién nhiém it ngoai khong
heé c6 dong tinh, nhung lai én lién lac mat thict v6i hoang thiic cing Finh dia. Céc hoang tir khac cling ¢6 tinh toan, biet minh khong thé nao vdi tay duoc
den ngdi vi hoang d¢, chi can don gian duoc phan cho mdt phan dat, cd dugc quyen cai quan quan doi & dat d6 roi ra ngoai, lien dong long doc stre. Lai
c6 thém thai tir tién nhiém lam dong minh, tat ca chi cho gidy phut nay.

Céc hoang tir Bai Nguy dii ¢4 tranh vi thé ndo ciing s& khong dong dao kiém &  trong cung, by gio' thir nén aé phong nhét chinh 1 binh mé & ngodi kinh
thanh, Tién tudng quan vira tho phi phi vira khing khiing nhu vay. Ong tuyét do1 tin réng thai tir tién nhiém do thit dirc ciing s& khong dién khing dén
thé, dam mao pham tién t6 Pai Nguy, dam dimg ngay trong hoang cung ma giét chét vi chii nhan trong lai.

Nhung Ly Dung Tri tat nhién 1 khong nghii nhur 6ng, sau d6 ¢6 lai nghe Lam tién sinh nhéc dén mdt chuyén —

“D@én ha 1a thai ttr do chinh Hoéng thuong tur tay sc lap, Pai hoang tir néu thue su ¢6 muru ciu dbi voi ngoi vi, nhét dinh phai tuyén cao voi thién ha.
Than nghi bon ho c6 thé Iap di chiéu gia.”

“Bdn virong da biét.” Ly Dung Tri voi vang budc ra.

Tir Pat tra tron vao sb nguoi hau theo dudi, trurde khi di quay dau nhin lai, con thay 3o twéng quan kia giir chat iy Bang tién sinh thi thao: “Lio phu

chmh chién da hon mudi nam, tat nhlen 13 hiéu rd phurong thirc théng bé ndy muru ciu vurong vi, dién ha thién tinh thong minh, nhung kinh nghiém khong
.. Lo phu di theo ciing 14 dé. ..

Tir Pat khong kip Fing nghe, nhin thiy Ly Dung Tri d& xoay ngudi Ién ngira, voi vang dudi theo.

Vira roi hin di qua, trén du(‘)‘ng ¢6 roi lai mot vat gi nho nho. Co V(f)i' nhat Ién, Ia trang stre hinh con doi ma dao xua hin da dua cho co. Co 1ap tirc bd
vao tii bén hdng, rao bude dudi kip, con ngyra ¢d chon cling vira dén, lai nghe han ndi véi mot ty ting;



“Sau khi bon vrong di, phi théi tir chi cho phép di ra, khong ai dugc budc vao. Néu xay ra chuyén lon, tim Bang tién sinh, néu tim khong ra thi truc tiép
tim Ttr Nhi tiéu thu, 16 chura?”

Tir Pat chop mét miy céi, ¢6 tyr nhan ¢6 bd vai rong I6n aé ngudi yéu dya vao, nhung c6 nghi, vai minh van chura viing chiic dén d6 nang do duoc ca
phi théi tir Pai Nguy dau. Ly Dung Tri ddy 1 mubn kéo ¢ xudng mrde, hay 1 chi cé thé dem hau phurong quan trong nhit giao cho ngwoi hin thue sur
tin ciy?

Bong dém nhu myre phun, phu den khép troi dat. Toi nay khong ¢6 anh tréing, toan bo déu la lira dube. Tuan ma chay cuc nhanh, lai hét stre ¢6 ky uat,
khong hé phat ra mdt tiéng dong,

Gitra duodng, Lam Ta cudi ngwa chay dén nhap vao doan ngudi, dudi t6i chd Ly Dung Tri noi nho:
“Pién ha, mi mét t6i giat lién tuc, ngim lai khong 6n, lién giao hét chuyén cho Minh Nguyét, dé t6i theo dién ha vao cung”

Tir Pat xoa xoa mi mit ctia minh. Lai ni, tir nhd dén 16n mi mt ¢ chua hé giat JAn ndo. C6 nhin LAm Ta i lai &én chd cta cac ky st cAmvé, chu phat
hién phu than ctia minh ciing cé trong d6, nghen hong nhin trén troi.

Gi6 dém rét cam cam, ching miy chdc da dén cira cung, gio' cao quyén truong, hai cira cung dau ho virgt qua nhanh nhu chép. Dén canh cira thir ba,
Ly Dung Tri d6t ngdt dirng ngya.

Tir Pat nghe ndi, néu cudi ngya vao cung, dén canh cira thir ba cuc quan trong ndy bt bude phai xudng ngrra ma vao. C6 ciing dinh xudng, nhung tudn
mé dang cudi cd chit bon chon bat an.

Ly Dung Tri ngay mot chitt dong tac xudng ngua ciing khong co.

“Dién ha?” Chix chira xubng ngura, cac ky binh cAm vé theo sau ciing khong hé nhiic nhich.

“Pdt dude toa khoi” Ly Dung Tri binh tinh ndi: “Dura dao cho bon virong”

Tir Pat tham kéu khong n, liéc nhin hudng phu than Lam T, chi thiy mau tréing toét ctia toc o p 16a trong anh lira.

Khoéi trong nhay mit cudn cudn bdc én, anh lra chiéu ryc trdi dém, ddng thoi hit sang 1én bong ngudi déng duc sau cira hiu hoang cung,

Ngay sau d6, mudn anh lira lon toa rure cira cung Ciru tring (chd vua ngdi, ciiing chi nha vua. Con c6 thé hiéu i Cung cam), nhu anh duong ngiy moi,
thoang choc ca mét dat deéu trong rd mon mit.

Khong phai nhin nhim

Sau cira hiu hoang cung, 1 16p 16p binh linh, dao kiém sin sang trong tay.

“Hoang huynh, phu hoang da vé trdi roi sao?”’Ly Dung Tri dam giong hoi.

Sau cira cung Ciru tring, ké tir t6n hoang thét méc chién bao cuoi dap:

“Dién ha noi that budn cudi, phu hoang con dang chd ngwoi dén gip 6ng mdt 1an cudi kia.”

“Néu phu hoang chura quy thién, nguoi ¢ cira hiu hoang cung tap hop nhimg ngudi nay 1 mubn m gi?”

“Phy hoang gia ca, hd dd Jam cam rdi, khong biét 16 vé nguoi, nén mdi sic Bp nguoi im Pong cung théi tir. Nhi than khong muén 1o nhén gia nguoi
phai Iuu lai tieng xau kho got trong str sach Dai Nguy, tat nhién la phai thay nguoi quét sach thir 6 nhuc nay.”

“Biét 15 ta?”” Ly Dung Tri mim cuoi. “Liic phy hoang bénh niing, ngwoi im bao viéc nghich thién d6, ngwoi nghi réng s& khong truyén hru dén doi sau
sa0?”

“Nghich thién? Ly Dung Tri! Ngwoi mo wée ngdi vi hoang dé kim long da bao nhiéu lau? Newoi héim hai ta thit dirc! Hily di thanh danh ctia ta, doat mat
ngdi vi hoang de ca ta! Nhimg thir nén cua ta chinh 14 cta ta! Nguoi nghi rang ta da tim cach stra chita di chiéu, bo tri rat nhicu ngudi bén canh phy
hoang, nhung, ta khong can stra chita di chiéy, ta 1a thién ménh s& quy!

“Thién ménh s& quy?”” Ly Dung Tri hoi nhiu may, ngit khi binh than, lai mo hd mang theo mdt chit khong cho 1 ding,

Tir Pat biét hén dang mu6n kéo dai thoi gian chd binh mé duwdi truéng minh, nhung. .. C6 cuoi khd, lai liée mét nhin phu than ciia Tién LAm Ta mdt cai.
Lo nhén gia nay khong damnéi, c6 ciing khong thé noi.

Chi can n6i ra, sikhi Bp tirc giam, hin phai chét khong thé nghi ngo.

Ly Dung Tri doi ngdi vi hoang dé 1u nhur vy. .. Muru cau ngdi vi hoang dé 1u nhur vy. .. Nén gian ¢ Tay Huyén, chi vi mot khic budc 1én ngai vang
nay!



... Phy hoang hd db khi sac 1ap thai tir thi nhu thé nio chir? Lio nhan gia hén chéng qua chi i mot céi tén hoang dé & Pai Nguy thoi, ha co thé so sanh
duoc véi ngudi khai kim dao thun theo thién ménh? Kim dao & day! Ly Dung Tri, trong str sach Pai Nguy, nguoi cing Bm chi i mdt tén hoang tir muru
vi bét thanh thoil”

Kimdao dugc ba ngudi Dai Nguy hyc ludng khiéng ra, mi mét Ly Dung Tri kh& run n, nhén ra chiéc dao nay khong phai 1 db gia. Pidu cang lim hin
thdm thd dai trong long, B mdt trang han voc ngudi ude chimg chin thude dang bude theo ¢ phia sau. Ké ndy kin da ngim den, ding 1 dan Diéu qudc
gAn Bic Puong, Bic Puong thudng mua dan ong nurde d6 vé& Bmnd én, goi i Diéu chin thurde hoac Diéu nd. Pai Nguy cach xa Diéu qudc, cho dén
o chira 6 Diéu nd xuét hién.

Tén nd I ndy vai rong hung day, lic d6i ma déc hét sire cling 6 thé néng lén durc hai binh lish Pai Nguy, hubng chi khi chic bung? Ly Dung Tri thdy
han nhe nhang cam kim dao 1€n, huo mdt ci, tiéng gié vun wit.

Kimdao giét tir ton hoang that, mién toi.
Hn nhim mit mdt 1t, lic md ra, cap miit kia da binh than khong mdt gon séng, mim cuoi:
“Hoang huynh day 1a mudn quét di tré ngai trude mét?”

“Ta chi la suy nghi cho Pai Nguy, suy nghi cho phu hoang! Ong ta thay khong duroc 13, ta danh phai dem xac tén thai tir d6 dén, cho 6ng ta hiéu minh da
sai lam nhur the nao.”

Ly Dung Tri ngira dau ha ha cuoi, ciing khong quay dau lai, noi:

“Ta, Ly Dung Tri, thé rang, day I 1an cudi cing. Sau khi Ly Dung Tri budc 1én ngdi vi hoang &, hoang that Pai Nguy tuyét khong con tinh trang vi tranh
gianh ngai vang mi chét! Ching quén nghe lénh, dai hoang tir thét drc & phia trude, mudn giét thai tir & phia sau, kim dao khai quoc bi an trom, ]annay
ncu ching ta c@en bai, van ménh quoc gia Bai Nguy ciing khong xong.” Ngay sau do, hén tho' sdu, ndi day bi thiét: “Vién quén sap t6i, néu cb ai c6 thé
lay duoc cai dau trén c6 Dai hoang tir, Ly Dung Tri chac chan s& hoan thanh mjt tam nguyén ctia ké do!”

Trong chop mit, déng sau héin déu nhét t& da ran, khi thé himg hue nhu Kra, mdt bén it 6i mot phia dong diic, hai phurong giao nhau, nhung trong chdp
mit lai hién ra vé bat bai.

Tir Pat gio dao kn, giuc ngra tién 1én giét nguoi.

Tir sau khi giét ngudi lAn dau tién, co phat hién khi giét nguoi khong can nghii ngoi gi hét, vay moi cd thé tranh duoc dao klem cua ke khac. Co muon
cudi khd, trude kia o von cam thay minh thure bt tai, vi khong thé gia nhap trung tim quyén hre Tay Huyén ma tiéc nubi, hién tai ¢6 lai mudn giét nguoi
& day dé Iy duoc quyén hre cai quan Pai Nguy cho Ly Dung Tri.

Hoa ra Tir Truc, Tir‘H(;)i ciing khong phai la qua gioL Néu muroi chin nam truée cta ¢6 chura timg giét nguroi 1 vi tap trung vao hai ndm ndy, vay thi co
s€ giet hét mot Ian, ve sau s& tuyét doi khdng dong dén dao kiém nita.

Con vui mirng nhur thé niva! Kiép sau ¢6 ¢6 lam trdu im ngya ciing khong du boi thrdng sinh mang cho nhing ngudi nay!

Quén cAm vé ciia hoang thit Pai Nguy ciing khong kém, hra thoi co chém vao chan ngya, lam tit ca nhitng ngudi bén Ly Dung Tri déu phai xuéng ngya.
C6 thira dip ngwa khuyu chin ngd, xoay nguoi nhay xudng, gio dao 1én nghénh chién véi dich nhan dang x6ng dén.

Tir d4u dén cudi, ¢6 van khong roi Ly Dung Tri mot chit. Vira thiy Ly Dung Tri xudng ngwra, c¢6 khom ngui tranh luéng gi6 tir dao quét t6i, gio ngang
céanh tay d€ ludi dao chin ding dai dao dang bo thang tdi vai phai Ly Dung Tri.

Ly Dung Tri biét bén canh ¢6 ngudi vira gifp hén can mot dao tir bén phai, nhung hén van khong quay dau lai. Vira nghe mot tiéng “Dién ha”, tim héin
dap don, hoang hot quay dau nhin lai—

Tir Dat!

C6 mim cudi, ghé vao bén tai hin, thip giong ndi cho hén biét nguyén nhan vién quén s& khong dén.
Gurong mit tudn t hoi ctmg lai, nhung nhanh chéng tré vé nhur ¢fi, hdin n6i nhd: “Ché truyén ra.”
“Tét nhién roi.”

Héin cing ¢0 theo bén néiing tira ung vao nhau dé tro gitip, cing gio dao kn. Han nghi ngoi mdt lat, kh& céin moi, trong méit hign lén mot tia tan nhén, nhe
giong néi: “Tur Pat, dap lra di.” Ngit khi kia mo ho mang theo khi lanh.

Cb ngin ngudi, dap ra? Khong phai . ..
Cb quay dau, vira van gip anh mit ctia hin.

“Cb, thiy duoc khong?”’



‘BUQC.”

“Tbt.” Han quyét dinh rit nhanh, ddy ¢6 ra ngoai, huo dao ngin mot ludi kiém dang bay dén chd ¢6. Khong hé nhin ¢6, héin ndi: “Ta ngin can quan linh,
o didap.”

Y ctia héin chinh 13, hén 1 d6i twong moi ngudi nhim dén, chi cd ¢6 c6 thé tiéu diét ngudi cdm dube.

Dot nhién, c6 nguoi “tur trong gap nhau’ voi Ly Dung Tri, mot dnh lira phia cira cung chot tat. Nhung khong biét c6 bao nhiéu ciy dude, nhét dinh phai
¢6 ngudi gitip moi dap hét duoc, Tir Pat thé su, cudi noi voi hin:

“Nudi quan ngan ngay, ding chi mjt khéic. Di sao t6i ciing i mt doi binh an, tw nhién i ¢6 thé bao vé ngai binh an bude ra! Pién ha yén tim, Tir Dat
chic chén s& khong phu st ménh!” C6 xoay ngudi lao di.

“Tur Dat!”

C6 quay lai nhin hin,

“Nhan tam mot chit!”” Han lanh king n6i.

C6 mim cuoi.

“Tir Dat!” Han lai giit c6 lai.

C06 kh€ nhurdng may.

Ly Dung Tri nhin ¢ mt céi thit sau, md miéng dinh n6i, cudi cing lai kim khau hinh.

C6 mim cuoi rang 15, khong dap lai, len vao bén trong dich quan.

C6 bdo trong.

Khong phai la ¢6 nhé gitr mang, ma la ¢6 bao trong Lan nay mudn sbng sot thoat khoi s a cuc kho, xung quanh hén van c6 nguoi bao vé, nhung ¢d
cting khong cho fa. .. Khong c6 vién quén, co thé chdng cu duoc bao lu? Nguoi co the vao cung von da khong nhidu Fim, gio phit nay trong ngoai ctra
cung déu da tro thanh chién 1 truong giét choc, nhung khong c6 quan doi cAm vé khac xut hién, thim chi mt ngudi trong cung ciing khong thiy, c6 thé
thiy chuyén ndy da duoc sip xép tinh toan trude ca roi.

Xét & v0, ¢ con ku moi bang Tir HOi, tr thanh ndi si nhyc ctia Tir gia, nhung con chura ke t6i B stie ¢6 rt yéu, yéu dén cye diém NéuTirgia
than, trinh d§ ctia ¢6 so véi nguodi thudng chi hon mot teo, cho nén, ¢d cling khong ngd 1a minh cd thé song sét duoc dén lic dap duge ngon dude cudi
clng.

Trong ngodi cira cung, trong chdp miét roi vao béng thi.

Bai hoang tir Bai Nguy hét to bao ddt lira 1én. C ngwoi cham dude Iye tuc dem dén, nhung khong thé bang voi loai ira da chuan bi tir trwde nén chay
sang ruc kia, ma chi ¢6 thé loang thoang chicu dugc vai goc nho, ngay sau do lai bi dap tat, cir nhur vay, cac ngon duoc déu lan hurot tat ca.

Trén chién trrdng, ngudi thi hét mot nha ca, dimg giét, lai c6 ké kéu to bao miic ké ai 1a ai, ctr giét hét dil

C6 ¢ day, khong thiy dugc cd namngon tay ctia minh, chi cam thay xung quanh luon luon c6 ngudi dang chém giét.

Hoi thé ctia ¢6 hoi dbn dap, md héi tudn wét ca long ban tay. C6 hoan toan khong thiy duoc hinh bong bt cir ngudi ndo, tri trir khéng dam xut dao.
C6 khong thiy duroc.

Trong béng t6i, ¢d khong thiy durgc.

Ly Dung Tri sao lai khong biét? Sao lai khong biét? O tiéu quan quén Tay Huyén, vi c6 von khong thiy, méi khong nhan ra thin phén ciia hin.

C6 bdo trong.

Hzn khong ndi ¢o giit mang, boi vi trong bong dém, ¢6 khong thiy duoc, sao c6 thé giit mang?

Hin biét 15 tinh ¢6 do du mém long, trong bong dém, khong biét c6 phai ngudi mdt nha hay khong, ¢6 sao dam xuit dao? Sao dam xudt dao!

C von tudng rang ¢d sdp cudi ra tiéng, nhung hoa ra lai binh tinh dén khong ngo.

Ping vay, c6 thuc binh tinh, day la con duong chinh ¢ da chon lua, bér} mang vi hin, 'khéng phai 1a c6 ludn luon n01 vay sao? Sau khi héin 1én duoc ngai
vang, ¢ s& roi di, nhung ky thure, twong lai sau ndy ¢6 van con md mit im. .. VAy, chdm dut & day, ciing khong han i khong t6t?



C6 ke cam gide duge chd ¢6 dang dimg, mdt dao chémtdi. C6 theo true gide gio dao Ién dd, nhung sau khi hit dao ctia ké d6 di, lai chan chir trong
khoanh khac.

Aivay?
Nguoi ciia Dai hoang tir?
Hay Ia nguoi cua Ly Dung Tri?

Néu Ia nguoi ctia Ly Dung Tri, khong phéi 1 ngurdi mot nha hay sao? C6 da giét rat nhidu nguoi, nhung, ngay ca ngudi mot nha ma ciing giét, co that
khong chiu dugc.

Pang liic phan van nhur vay, ¢6 chot nghe d6i phuong hét 1on mot tiéng, gio' dao 1én chém t6i.

Truong dao ctia cd khung lai giita khong trung,

“Nhi tiéu thu!”” C6 ngudi ndm Ky canh tay ¢6, 16i ¢6 i lai méy bude, khéc tiép theo, mdt thurong lao vé phia dao, truc tiép doat mang ngudi phia trudc.
“Dai cong tir!” O Pdng Sinh tai sao lai dén day?

Ngit khi O Bdng Sinh ¢6 chiit tirc gian, “Nhj tiéu thu da dap dube xong, phai thira dip r6i loan ndy ma danh, dich dong ta it, day 1 bién phap duy nhat,
sao ¢0 lai lui budc?”

“... Toi... khong xudng tay duoc.” CO cudi kho.
Hén ngén ra, ni nho: “La chi y ciia théi tir Pai Nguy sa0?”
“Vién quan s& khong dén.” C6 By giong curc nhod noi.

O Pong Sinh bién sic, theo truc gide nhin vé phia ¢6 gdi Tay Huyén Tir gia dang dimg bén canh minh. Séc miit 6 rét thén nhién, tra hd tuyét khong sg
hai, chi | hoi bt déc di mot chit thoi

Néu,cho 6 mot chit thoi gian, c6 s& tur thuyét phuc chinh minh xuét dao duoc, nhung doi 6 ngim nghi xong xudi, chéic phéi xudng dudi am phi ma suy
tu tiép. Han ndi rat nhanh:

“Ngon dudc dau la do t6i dap, chuy cua t6i khong phai la dap hét tit ca, nhung nght dén Ly Dung Tri phai nhin tim lay dai cyc im trong. Nhj tiéu thu,
t6i thiy co gia im cim vé quan theo héin dén day, lién dudi theo. Nhin trong bong ti ddi vai t6i khong phai 1 kho, t6i iéu mang bao vé ¢ 1 duge.”

“Lamsao c6 thé...”

“Tu gié’t‘lﬁn nhau, m suy yéu strc lyc quan dich Ia ké clia hén, nhung Diéu n6 kia lai 1 chuéng ngai lon nhét Chi can hén vung mot dao, ngudi chung
quanh déu kho thoat khoi cai chét, dén phut cudi, ching ta déu s& chét ca trén tay han thoi. Nhung bat ke thé nao, toi phai bao dap cong on Nhi ticu thur
ngay do da cuu giiip, khong thé d€ co chét trude mat toi duogc.”

Tir Pat tho sau, noi: “Toi sao lai co thé nhét thoi mém 1dng, nhoc Pai cong tir phai phan tim bao vé toi nhur vay?” Co nhin vé phia 4nh Iira leo It trén
chién trudng, thap thoang anh phén chiéu ciia kim dao, mbi lan nh sang 16e 1én, lai chot nghe tiéng ngwdi kéu tham thiét.

C6 siét chat truong dao, nhin chidm cham dau kia, ndi: “Toi mudn thir xem, giip Ly Dung Tri tiéu diét tr6 ngai dang so nhat nay.” C6 1§ héin con c6 mit
duong sbng sot.

6} Déng Sinh liéc nhin c6 mbt cai. “Puoc. Toi & ngay sau cd, khong can quay lai, t6i tu tranh dugc.”

C6 dap mdt tiéng, lai hit mdt hoi tht sau, chi danh kiép sau tra ng cho ngudi. Vung dao n, lao vao chién trrdng, vai giot mAu tuoi bin tung toe trén méa
¢d, gio phit ndy Ly Dung Tri dang suy nghi chuyén gi?

Suy ngtii nén thoat than nhur thé nao?
Hay I nghii... Tir Pat ¢6 thé sdng sot duge khong?
Chi can dém nay, héin nghii t6i mt lan, c6 da cam thiy my mén.

Kimdao xé g6 quét dén hudng b, c6 gio truong dao ra dd, nhung Truong Diirc dao lai bi ¢t thanh hai khiic ngot x6t. H khau c6 6 ran, dau diéng, ca
nguoi bi danh bay ra ngoai.

O Pong Siph 1ap tre d& Jay thit lung c6, lAm c6 giam bét huc bida vangra, dong thoi mia ngin thuopg chém vé phia can dao dang huong dén co, con
ban than han khong hé phong thu, tring phai mit dao. Tir Pat bay vé phia sau, thuan thé ding chian hat mot dao dang roi duéi dat, song dao chémveé
phia ké dich sau O Bong Sinh.



6} Déng Sinh tlﬁy o ¢o thé ding hai dao mdt lic, néi: “Téi doat kim dao, c6 chat chin cla hin.”

“Bugc!” Tir Pt Ay hai chén clia Diéu nd fim myc tiéu, miy ln dénh t6i, © DOng Sinh miic di mudn twde kim dao, nhung lién tuc ¢6 lyc tir bén ngoai
tac dong vao, khién O Pong Sinh khong thé khdng phan tdm, dén noi gié tir ludi dao vai lan bay sat nguoi co.

C6 ding cé hai dao trong tay do iy, giam e xoc ciia kim dao, nhung than dao vén bi chin dong. Bt nhién, ¢6 i théty c6 ngudi lao dén chém vao kim
dao, trong anh sang leo 1ét thay rd gurong miit ctia Lam T

“Nay!” Co kéu to.

“Ta khong thé khong giét nguoi!” Lam T nghién ring nghién loi.

“Chy—>

C6 khong theo kip toc d6 ctia kim dao, mot dong mau tir ngudi Lam Ta phun ra, ngay sau d6 thin minh cAu ta ving ra ngoai.

C6 lay hét sirc chay vé phia cau. “Nay! Nay! Con song khong?”

« .. Nhi tiéu thu?”

Tiéng n6i nhur hoi th;, cure ky mong manh! Hai it d6 1n, ¢ vira s& vo vat 40 trude nguc ciu ta lién thiy dm udt, méu chay dim dia. ..
“La t6i, Tur Pat!”

“C6 con song.... Co phéi thay chiing t0i béo thil.... Céi kim dao ndy dinh giét hét tat ca ching toi. .. Khong phéi o kim dao khai quoc sao? Tai sao ngay
ca nguoi mot nha ma cling gict. ..”

“Bay gior cau dimg ndi gi hét...”

“C0 phai nhd ni voi cha t61, dimng ép udng dién ha. .. Phai dé cho dién ha tim duoc c6 gai ngai 4y thich. .. Ngiy & Tay Huyén, t6i thdy, ngai dy déi Xur
Voi ai cling tot.. - nhung chua bao gio thich mot nguoi ndo. ... Chi sg ngay ca ngdi vi hoang dé ciing khong thich hon bao nhiéu. . . Bay gio ¢ ciing sdng
khong n6i, dién ha nhat dinh s&€ &m tham thuong tam...”

“Nay, cau dirmg ciu trude da cu sau nhur vay. Toi da khong sdng ndi, lim thé ndo chuyén 16 cho phu than cau?”

... Toi goi o Lom T, Tién Lam Tal” Céu chot bt ddly, ding hét strc binh sinh tém ly dng tay 40 ctia ¢d, cén réing noi timg tiéng: “Nhét dinh phai ctru
dién ha! Ngai ay mdi 1a Pai Nguy hoang dé! Chinh ngai ay!”

“Nhi tiéu thu!” O Ddng Sinh 16n tiéng goi.
Than hinh Ly Dung Tri trong bong t6i kh& run én, quay dau nhin vé chd phat ra tiéng, ¢6 con. .. con song sao?

Lam Ta khong con stre, mét nhim lai, ngi xubng. Tir Pat quay lung lao vé, may nhor ¢6 O Pai thiéu gia kiém ché Diéu nd, khién kim dao khong thé da
thurong qua nhiéu ngudi, nhung giong hén ciing nhe hing, hién nhién I da bi trong thuong,

Thira lic Diéu nd dang déc toan hre ddi phd voi O Ddng Sinh, ¢ khom ngudi ludt qua bén canh Diéu nd, hai hrdi dao bd thing vao chén trin cia hin.
Nguoi Diéu qudc da day thit thd, lic dau song dao nhu chém vao gd rin, sau dé, c6 van hét strc, mau troi phut ra, bin toe 1én hai it co.

Nguoi khong 10 kia ngi Xuong d4t, kim dao vang vao khong trung, O Pdng Sinh vén mubn dd Ay, nhung kim dao niing ngan can, hén hyc bt tong tam,
chi c6 thé Ay trurdong thurong day ra.

Hén quay dau lai, vira thiy noi kim dao roi xudng, hoang hdt goi lon:

“Nhi tiéu thu, tranh ra!”

Lic ndy, hai mét Tir Dat déu i méu troi, khong thiy 15 duoc vt g trude miét, chi biét c6 thir dang roi v& phia co.

Cb tha song dao xudng, lau di méu tran nhur nude miét, rot cuc thiy 16 1 kim dao, nhung tranh khong kip, gio hai tay ra himg ly.
Nang nhu ban thach.

C5 chi kip ndm duoc chudi dao, udi dao roi thing xudng mit dat, toe 1én timg dém Ira, cudi ciing dimg lai ngay st gidy cia cd.
O Pdng Sinh ngdy ngin ca nguoi. Chi can thém mdt chit nita, ca ngudi co s& bi ludi dao chém thanh hai nira.

Bdng nhién, hin nhé t6i 1oi ctia Vién DO,



C5 subt doi binh thuan.

“Aaa—"Tir Dat hét Ion, cudi cing ciing ding ca hai tay nang kim dao kn, ¢6 kéu to: “Khai qudc ctia kim dao Pai Nguy dang & trén tay Tir Pat, thuin
theo thién ménh 13 Ly Dung Tri, con khong mau ngimg tay!”

Dao gin ddy céi tén Tir Pat duoc hru truyén rét phd bién & kinh thanh, tit ca déu i s tich nguoi chét tir quan tai di ra, boi vy ¢6 vira hét tén, ¢6 quan
binh thuc sy dung tay lai.

Ly Dung Tri nghi ngoi cyc nhanh, quat: “Chuyén ngay hom nay, tat ca déu do mot tay Pai | hoang tir gy nén, cac twdng si dudi truong hén 13 bét dic di
phai ving ménh, bdn vuong s& bo qua chuyén cii! Lap tirc budng dao, nhan e trdi con ti trd vé lai doanh trai ciia minh, bon virong chura timg thiy dién
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mao chan thyc ctia cac nguoi, vay nén s€ khong dinh toi!
Tiéng binh khi giao nhau trén chién trudng quéa nhién dimg lai.

Sic mit ai hoang tir dﬁy'sq hai, p tirc ciing hét 1on theo: “Kim dao khai qudc dang 6 trong tay nguoi Tay Huyén! C6 ta ¢6 quy than nhdp xéc song
lai, nhat dinh s& c6 ngdy bat dugc toan b cac ngwoi khong chira mot ai! Chi c6 thu hoi kim dao, giét tén gia mao chin ménh thién tr Ly Dung Tri ndy,
Pai Nguy m6i c6 dudng song, chur vi, néu ai hdm nay bét duge Ly Dung Tri, ngay mai lic bon vurong dang co, nguoi song phong virong, ngudi chet truy
phong! Tuyét doi khong dé cac nguoi phai chiu thiét thoi!”

Khong biét 14 ai hét tham thiét mot tiéng, khoi ddy su dién cudng clia moi ngudi, trong chép niit, cude chién lai bat dau.

Trong long Tir Dat da biét hom nay la phai dai khai sat giéi. Moi vira 10i chit hai chin cta Diéu nd, nhur chém vao cay ¢b thy, cho du néu mot dao chat
dut ngay, nhung mot dao d6 ¢6 chémda 1au, 1au dén trong long c6 day song, bao 1a ¢d dang nam mo do!

Liic nay khong durgc nghi gi hét, ¢6 cin ring, hai tay gio én chiéc kim dao dAm méu, lao vao trong bong dém, khong hé phan biét ta hay dich, ning dao
la chém—

“Aaa—"Nudc nit trao ra, chay dién cudng khong dit.

Sang sém Pai Nguy, gi lanh phin phét thbi, mang theo mixi mAu turoi ddm diic tanh ndng, phét qua km hai gd ma ¢ nhur bi kim chich.

Khi tia néing dau tién 16 dang, 6 ngudi & xa xa ho 1on:

“Hoang Thuong bang ha! Hoang Thurgng bang ha!” Am thanh kia xa x6i van dam, twa nhu truyén dén tir tin phia chén troi.

C6 nam trén mit dat, that than nhin my tring bong bénh troi trén trodi xanh, v6 s6 nhip bude Am mit dat khé rung én. . . Quan doi dén day?

C6 nhé dén, chii nhdn ctia giong n6i ndy ki mot ko thai gidm, ndm xua ting chiu an cla méu phi Ly Dung Tri, sau lai di theo bén canh o hoang dé... Ly
Dung Tri van khong quén thai giam ndy, tir lic ¢ Tay Huyén van thinh thoang lién lac véi lo, day a Ly Dung Tri ndi nhur vay. Han lun luon vo nhur v6
tinh Iam ¢ hoa nhdp vao triéu dinh, hoang that Pai Nguy.

“Di chiéu ctia hoang dé, con khong mau quy xudng nghe chi?”” Thai giam kia doc to: “Hoang tir Ly Ky Nién lim tréi dao Iy, hanh dong nghich thién, cudi
cung giam long, ..”

C6 nghe khong 16 cho Eim, chi biét dang ké toi ctia ai hoang tir. Danh sach ti ctia mbt ngudi sao lai dai nhur vay troi? C6 con mu6n kiép sau khong
vay? May trén troi thuc 1a sach s€ nha, mdt hat bui cling khong thé dinh. .. C6 dau?

... Thai tr Ly Dung Tri lap tirc dang co...”
Cudi cling ciiing ding co sao? C6 nhe nhang thé ra. Cudi cling, cudi cing ciing. . . C6 nhim nét lai.
“Dién ha?” Lio thai giam nhin theo 4nh méit ctia Ly Dung Tri, thiy mdt nam tir cao I6n miic trang phuc ctia qun cAm vé.

Nam tir d6 dang doc strc Iat timg thi thé 1én. Pham I thi the thi ¢4 cai gi hay chir? Cira cung ciru tring nay ngdp ngya miu huyét ctia hon triim con
ngudi, ngay ca quin 4o ctia théi tir dién ha ciing loang 16 vét mau. C6 thé chéng cur duroc dén tan gids phit ndy, da 1 ky tich.

... Da, thin tuan chi.” Ly Dung Tri Ky lai tinh thin, budc dén nhan Ay di chiéu.

Giong ndi kia, tai sao khong c6 mbt chit mimg r& nao? Ciing phai, vao g phit nay ma 16 ra séc it vui mimg, vay thi thict tinh la khong on. C6 con
tuong han chi it phai tim c6 mot chit, tim Tir Pat da ban mang vi han mot chit, cho du la thi thé dinira. .. C6 khong trong mong gi nhiéu, chi can han vi
thiy c6 da chét ma ro cho it nudc mat, ¢ da thda man, dang tiec. . .

Qua nhién, nguoi ngd 1ong trude s& thua, ¢6 van luon ubn thua, chura timg thay doi. ..

“Lio than thinh t6i! Néu khong phai o phu tir y cho ring dién ha tudi tré, ép Bang tién sinh cim quyén truong ctia dién ha phong toa kinh thanh, vién
quan s& khong téi tré nhu vay...”



Ly Dung Tri lai nhin vé phia nam tir dang khong ngimg It céc thi thé 1én kia, gurong cudi ndng ong ta day: “Chuyén ndy thue khong phai toi ciia ong. ..”

Hinh nhu héin con ¢6 chit khong yén long. C6 vén cho, nhung, hinh nhu ngay ¢ y mubn hoi ¢6 mdt ciu héin ciing khong 6. €6 thm thé dai, ¢6 chinh &
con ngoc khong bict cai gi goi 14 tuyét vong, hét lan nay dén lan khac ctr hy vong, 16i tan bién, 1ap di Ep lai nhur the.

Dot nhién, c6 ngudi goi:

“Nhi tiéu thur!”

Dong tac ctia Ly Dung Tri chot dimg lai, hén cimg ds nhin vé phia bong keng O Dong Sinh.

Tir Pat chim rdi m& mit, nam nhan dﬁy mit didy mau tién vao tAm nhin ctia ¢6 —

Hoa ra, ngudi tim duoc ¢6 1 O Pong Sinh.

Hoa ra, nguoi muén tim ¢ chi cé O Dong Sinh.

“Aiz, Pai cong tir...”

O Pdng Sinh thdy y thirc ctia ¢6 van rat tinh tio, voi va dén ndi lam roi mot thi thé 1én trén nguoi co.
Gi6 budt dén xuong, lanh t6i ndi c6 nhur sip dong lai, mudn ctr dong ciing kho.

Bon phia cuc ky tinh mich.

O Pdng Sinh nhin chiim chim doan chan gy trén ngudi ¢, limg khimng khong dam nhit én. Co cudi noi:

“Toi khong sao hét, khong bi ngudi ta chém dit chan, ciing khong bj ai chém gy tay, toi chi 1. . .giét nhidu qud nén mét, 4 phéi mot thi thé thi ng ludn
xudng dit, bat tinh mdt lic na thoi”

O Pdng Sinh bt kha tur nghi (khong thé ndo ngd) nhin ¢6, ddy ra doan chan giy do, d c6 dimg ddy.

Ca ngudi Tir Pat cling ngic, tir chi khong dong dy n6i, kiéu dimg lén chéing khac thdy ma bao nhiéu. C6 thén nhién cudi noi: “Toi mdt chit dau dén
ciing khong co, chac 1a khong bi thuong gi dau, toan tran DPai cong tir d bao vé t6i ma.”

“Khong, khong phai toan bo 1a t6i dau. ..” Pén cudi cing, han cting khong kim dugc mét do6 1én. Han mudn béo ¢6 phic day ménh I6n, nhung ddi voi
ngudi Tay Huyén ma ndi thi phiic day ménh on chi i cai rim, vi thé n6i voi ¢6 nguoc lai 1 si nhyc.

Tir Pat hit sdu mot hoi, ca miii dy méu nén c6 chi ngiri duoce mii tanh. Nhin khéip bon phia, qua nhién day riy xéc chét, s6 nguoi con song khong qua
muroi, lai déu bi trong thuong,

Phy than ctia Tién LAm Té quy trén mit d4t, bén canh hin, don gié ma dimg 1 Ly Dung Tri, 40 bao do choi bi gié lanh thoi phong lén, méi tc dai den
nhu mure w6t dam mau hoi bay bay, nhin lai c6 vé khong hé gian nan chat vat mdt chut nao. ..

C6 hoi hoang hét, nhin anh it cham chii vé cling ciia hén, theo ban néng tranh di, lai nhin o thai giam dang hi hic mdm, cling quan doi dimg phia sau.

“Giét nguroi 1u qué, dau ¢ t6i hoi mo mit. .. DE toi nghi mot chit da...” C6 im bam, cti mit thiy tay trai ctia chinh minh dang ndm chit mot cai dau
nguoi.

C6 nhé t6i, kim dao cudi cling ciing chém duge dau Ly Ky Nién, nhung 6 da phai mot thi thé khac, p tirc ngat di nhu vay.
Chém dAu ngudi, qua thue dang so!
Péng so nht 13, khi c6 tan nhin kién quyét ma gio dao chém t6i, trong 1ong lai khong c6 mdt chit cam gidc gi.

C6 thir hai An, nhung ngon tay cimg dén d6 dudi khong duoc, cudi cing van i O Bdng Sinh biét tong cb nghi c4i g, kéo cai dau tir trén tay ¢d xudng
VIt ra ngoai.

C6 khomngudi, hai tay khiéng kim dao, di ¢én chd Ly Dung Tri.
Ludi dao rong rong mau do, theo bude chéan ctia ¢6, nhd xudng thanh mdt dudng nhitng giot mau.

C6 nhe nhang cudi véi Ly Dung Tr, néng kim dao dén trwée mit hin, “Bién ha. .. A khong, phai a b¢ ha moi diing. BE ha, t6i hom qua t6i da muon céi
dao nay giét rat nhieu ngudi, co 1§ ngay ca ngudi than tin clia ngai cling giét.”

Hin lang Eing nhin c6, nhe giong noi:

“Ta khong thé khong lam nhur thé.”



Co cuoi dap: “Toi biet.”

“.... Thuc khong bi thuong chir?”” Gigng ndi kia ¢6 chit khan khan.

C0 nghil gl mdt chit, dép: “Han a khong ¢6 dau, t0i nhét gan, huo dao thi khong mau bang nguoi ta, nhung chay trdi chét thi nhanh hon nhicu. B¢ ha,
kim dao khai quoc day.” C6 camrat 1a ning,

Ly Dung Tri khong néi, chi viron tay tréi ra cin nhiic sirc ning ctia dao.

Co chiy théi}i, khong chi canh tay tréi ctia héin da troc thit bong, ngay ca bd quin 4o do git d6 ciing khong hoan toan 1 méu ciia ngudi khéc dinh vao.
Nhung, c6 thé song sot Ia du roi, ding khdng?

Nét cudi noi khée miéng c6 chit bi thiong, hén ndi:

“Kim dao niy, ngay ca ta cting khong thé ning ndi. Tir Dat, kimdao ctia Pai Nguy nang ngan can, cling chi ¢ ké cuong trang nhu nguoi Diéu qubc méi
¢6 thé cam duoc. Nang thay ta cam di.” Han hoi cti mét xudng, khong hé nhin ¢, thdp giong néi: “Pem kim dao gio 1én cao.’

Ngit khi b hitng kia, dudng nhu hén da khong thé ich ky v6i ¢ dugc nita. Nang dao c6 gi kho? Tir Dat nhat thoi khong hé nghi ngoi, ding hét sire
binh sinh gio kim dao khai quoc én cao.

“Nhij tiéu thur....” O Dong Sinh biét dau 6c ¢6 liic ndy hon don, i dinh hudng dén cho ¢6 mot chit, chot théy tit cé binh linh trong ngodi cira cung clru
tring déu quy phyc xuong.

“B¢ ha van tué van van tué, bé ha van tué van van tué -

Téng tAng 1p 16p tiéng ho nhur song bién cudn cudn, ken dic vay quanh hai ngudi bon ho.

Tir Pat hoi kinh ngac, nhung lp tir hiéu ra. Kim dao khai qudc von khé gip, by gior kai xudt hién trén tay Ly Dung Tri— tuy réng | ¢6 cim thay,
nhung, dai lé quy lay nhur véy 1a khong thé khac.

C5 Ia ngudi Tay Huyén, khong quy chéc ciing khong c6 i dau nhi, ¢6 nhin Ly Dung Tri.
Hin quay vé phia c6, nhe nhang mim cudi, mdt ny cudi mém mai vd clng,
...Nu cuoi vui mimg ring ¢6 van con song

Hén vron tay, ndm Iy c6 tay c6 dang gio én cao, nhin ¢6 vé nhu i giiip c6 sé bét sirc ning ciia kim dao, nhung 6 thy hin ndm manh chét di duoc,
qua thuc stre hre hoi qua mire, chic rap tAm dinh bé cénh tay ctia cd.

Hon nita, ban tay héin lanh ng#t, 16 rang troi khong qué gia budt, nhung cac ngon tay lai khong ngimg run rdy, nhur niu iy mdt miéng g trdi giat, siét chat
lay co tay co khong budng.

Miii cho dén that Ju vé sau, c¢6 moi hiéu 15 tinh trang khi d6, cac hoang dé hay hoang tir Pai Nguy chura timg c6 ai gio én ndi cai dao ndy, nhung, néu
mot khi c6 ngurdi Pai Nguy ndo gio kim dao than turdng én, nhat dinh ¢6 the tai hién phong thai thinh virgng thoi khai quoc ctia Pai Nguy.

Ma c6, ngiy trurde bé ha Pai Nguy da timg bang miéng phong lam hoang hau Pai Nguy, c6 duong nhién da tré thanh nguoi Dai Neuy.

Va-

Hau phi Dai Nguy sau niy mic dii durge xung 1 mrong mrong, nhing ngaty xura, khi Hoang héu dimg ciing hoang dé Pai Nguy ciing dugc xung bé ha.
Vira 16i binh linh ho hai lan, 12 vi, bon ho quy trude hai nguwoi.

Mot ngudi a Pai Nguy bé ha — goi tit 12 bé ha.

Mot ngudi khac, 1a Pai Nguy hoang hdu bé ha — cling goi tit A bé ha

Ban dang doc truyén Chi La Hoang Hgu duogc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.

Téi mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full(cham)Net.


http://ebookfull.net

Chuwong 12

Mot thang sau —

Mura phiin ménh moéng, dimg trude toa nha I mit nam tir dang ngudi dong dong, phong cach tao nha, dau ddi ngoc quan, minh méc 40 to lua tim sam
ctia nude Nguy, 4o choang khoac ngoai bang 1ong cao dé tham, ta ao théu hinh con doi bang chi hong, ngu y hong phiic.

T dwong chiéu roi, im mau da ctia hin tré nén trong sudt nhur bach ngoc. Chot thiy, mot chang trai tun ti nhudng vy, trong khong gian It phit bay
nhitng soi to' nude mong manh, qua thye chang khac gi c6 dang dimg trong cira hang tranh — chir & Bai Nguy, bong thdy mbt birc hoa my nhén tuyét

Sac.

Tir Pat hoi hA mdm ra, ¥ nghil d4u tién xet qua no chinh la, 1an ndy hén lai tinh loi dung nam séc, tién ha thi vi cudng véi minh rdi. Nhung ngay sau do,
¢0 lai bat cuoi. Cai gi ma tién ha thi vi cuong chir, han xudng tay nhanh hon c6 dugc sao?

La c6 khong tt, hai nam nay ra vao bién Iira, tim nhéin din dan da ting Ién nhiéu, nhung céi théi tinh toan muru ké nay trong thoi gian ngin van chura d6i
duoc.

C6 nheo mi, anh mit hoi mo mo 6t qua hém nho, khong ¢6 thi vé di bén canh hin, qua thyc hop ¥ c6. Néu hén d dén trude g0 hen, vay, vdy... Tim
¢6 quiy dong mot trén, nhé dén hai ngaty trrdc vira xem mdt v tudng Dai Nguy, mdt nhan vt trong dé 6 mdt cau thoai nhur xuét phét tir day ong ¢ —

Khong By duroc tim ngudi, xin Ky thin nguoi, mai ny toc bac dw am van con vurong,

Buong nhin, kich cia Bai Nguy khé Ia bao th, cudi ctng nhan vat do cting khong thire hién dugc, nhung, khong c6 nghia két cuc ciia ¢d ciing s& nhur
Véy. Lan nay néu khong thanh, ¢ s€ lap 10i thé ddc, kiep sau chac chan phai bat chude On Vu'Y, lay mot lic mot tram tdm muroi tudng cong, bu cho
kiep nay ngay ca co hdi hurdng du am ciing khong co.

C0 voi vang tién Ién, mim cudi cht giong: “BE ha, t0i khong nghi ngai lai dén sém nhu vy, ity van I tiét Tan nién cia Pai Nguy, bé ha ‘nhat Iy van co’
(hang ngay tram cong ngan viée), toi thi€t tinh. ..”

Mot doi nggoi den nhu mure, dAu tién i quyén luyén dung lai trén mat ¢6, sau d6 chdm chim dua 4nh nhin xuéng du6i, khuén mit nho nha ngadm nét
cuoi hoinganra.

Tir Pat biét héin dang kinh ngac. Homnay ¢6 thay trang phuc cia Pai Nguy, than trén méc 4o lya tring, phén tay rong thing thinh, dén ¢ tay lai dugc
thit gon lai, bén ngoai I that lrng mau hong, phia dudi van vay tham, khoe sac bén ngoai la mdt vay mau don ba mau.

C6 phan van mit chdc, guong niit diénvé nguong ngling, Cudi bao: “BE ha tdi thue ﬂkhéo, hom nay mdi la 1An dAu tién t6i miic d6. Vén 1 nhé 16 ngai
hen may hom trurde, t6i cling niic cho bé ha xem vay. Ha ha, néu c6 cho nao khong 6n, b¢ ha xin dirng cudi.”

“... Mic cho ta xem?”” Hin nhuréng may.

C6 nin tho, thir im cho mit d6 1én. Khong biét co thanh cong hay khong, nhung lic théy Ly Dung Tri chiim chii nhin minh, tim ¢6 qué thyre da bop mdt
cai.

Ban tay Ly Dung Tri nhe nhang mon man g mé lanh lanh ctia ¢6, diu dang n6i: “Nang chéc I da di trén duong rét 1u rdi ding khong? Tai sao lai khong
mang 6?” Dirt 104, éin nhe cudi, cdi ra chiée 40 choang ¢6 mii dang méic trén ngudi, khoéc 1én nguoi ¢6, thudn tay gitip c6 doi mii én dau.

Khoée miéng c6 hoi cong Ién, cudi cling van lra chon “han nhién thy chi” (vui vé ma nhdn), voi vang dm lay vo rurou day cira budc vao. “Bé ha xin theo
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t0i.
“Bbn bé khong co ai, Nhi ¢b nurong c6 thé goi ta la Dung Tri ciing duoc.”

C6 dap loi, cuoi hoi: “BE ha, van con 1 Tét, nghe ndi yén tiée hoang cung Dai Nguy phai kéo dai chimg hon murdi miy ngdy, sao hom nay ngdi lai ranh
roi ma dén day vay?”

“Tan hoang vira dang co, con trdm chuyén can xir 1y, da yén trong cung tam thoi dung lai khong t6 chirc. Nhin dip nay, nang lai moi, bt luan thé ndo ta
ciing phai dén. Tur gid' dén canh bon ngay mai ta cling khong c6 viéc gi.”” Han budc theo ¢d trén doan hanh lang, bat dong thanh sac quan sat danh gia
toa nha cd moi thué.

Khu vire ndy khong han i t6t Bm, nhw dang ky 18 hoi thi kho thé yén gidc, phén nhidu 1 cho thirong It thué ngin han hay dén ching thinh thoang Iui t6i.
Hin dam dam nhin theo bong lung ¢, trong anh miét 1 sy kién quyét khong gi lay chuyén duoc.

C6 mo cira phong ra, ciing khong quay dau lai, ctr thé budc vao, ndi: “Bé ha, chd nay khong duroc rong rdi, khong c6 sanh, loai giéng nhur khéch san
vay. Toi chi thué mdt phong, nhung bay gitv cac phong khac cling khong ¢ ngudi, xin bé ha thir 161, chap nhin mdt chit.”

Hén nhe nhang dép: “Ta tuyét khong dé y.”



C6 divao phong s0 ba ctia minh, p tirc quo gon miy cudn séch trén ban dem cat di. Thi luc ctia Ly Dung Tri vo cing tot, thiy dwoc dong sach kia ch
yeu la cac dia diém du lich & vimg duyén hai ctia Dai Nguy.

“B¢ ha, xin mdi ngdi.”

Tir Pat cuoi hi hi c6i 40 choang xudng, Ky vo rrou rét rrgu ra, déu ngon tay c6 chit run ry. C6 trom mit nhin hiin do xét, thiy strc chity ciia hén dang
tap trung toan bg trén quan 4o ctia ¢, khong khoi nhe thd phao mot ti€ng.

Binh tinh binh tinh, khong viéc gi phai c6 cam gidc t0i 16i hét. C6 ¢6 khi phai v6 si mjt phen, nhung tuyét déi khong bo thude cho ngudi minh mudn au
yém, chi i dinh nhan ic say ruou noi chuyén mot chat ma thoi. Luc khic che ctia héin ddi voi ¢ qué tot, vira chenh choang mot chut 1a dirng lai ngay,
nhung thudng ngay ciing it khi udng say. Chi can d6 ruou, hén nhat dinh s& ubng, dén lic d6 than tri mo mit, mudn lim gi ciing dé dang hon nhiéu.

Tir khi Ly Dung Tri ngdi kén ngdi vi hoang dé, chi c6 duy nhét mot n voi vang tr vé phi thdi tir, e d6 co vira dén tiém ren ddt mdt céi truong dao Tay
Huyén, Iuc vé dén dinh gp hén mot chit, chang ngo khi téi vira van nghe lom duoc hin dang cing véi phu thin cta Tien Lam Ta n6i chuyén, trong doan
doi thoai c0 lai nghe thay cau mau chot —

Hau phi ctia Dai Nguy, trong sach 1 diéu vo cling quan trong, can kiém nghiém k¥ cang,

N6i cach khéc chinh 13, vao t6i ngay dai hon d6, ¢ trong cung, trén girong, dudi than hoang dé, nhét dinh phai I An dau ctia hau phi.

Sam sét ding doang qua thire 13 nhém thing vao dinh dﬁq ¢6 ma bd xudng, Ping viy, sao ¢d ¢6 thé quén, bao nhiéu tin phi khip tam cung luc vién ciia
hoang dé Tay Huyén khong phai déu phai trai qua nhw the sao?

Lap tirc, 6 mo hd ¢6 mbt y nghi chura dinh 13 trong dAu, méi dén khi gip duoc cau trong vor dién: Khong iy duoc tim nguoi, xin Ay than ngudi, mai
nay toc bac du &m van con vuong,

Ammnt tiéng vang doi, dinh dAu ctia c6 nhur ¢6 sét gidng xubng,

Dung viy, sau ndy lic ddi chén nan c6 thé tir tir hdi trong qua khir.

Bay gio vi Dai Nguy bé ha nay miéng ndi voi nguoi ngoai ring ¢d chinh 13 hoang hdu cta hén, nhung ciing khong phai khong ¢6 ¢6 thi hén s& khong sbng
nbi. C6 tin tréng, voi néng luc ctia hin, tuong lai ctia Pai Nguy s ruc 16 xan lan, v6i muru sau ké hiém ctia hiin, ¢6 di rdi chiic chin hin s& lai tuyén hau
phi khéc — trir khi dd yéu qua sau dam, néu khong trén doi nay khong c6 ai khong thé thay thé dugc.

Cho nén—

C6 luot mét qua bong minh phan chiéu trong gwong ddng, trong guong thue sy B my nhin ding khong? My nhin cang dé dang bi thay thé, c6 yén tim
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“B¢ ha, con nhd ngay d6 trude cira cung ngai da hira, néu co ai cd thé lﬁy duoc cai dAu trén cd Dai hoang tir, ngai chic chén s& hoan thanh mdt tim
nguyén cua nguoi d6?”

Ly Dung Tri chiim chém nhin ¢6 mot ic that lAu, dau hoi git nhe. “Ta qua thuc d4 timg ni qua.”

C06 thoai mai curol jUéng ruou trude di! Tir sau khi bé ha vao cung, chic 1a da du qua khong it yén tiéc cung dinh, giéi voi bita ti€c bé mon Vit vanh ndy
chac ciing khong dé vao mat, nhung, dy [a timy cta Tir Pat. Sudt hai nam nay, Tir Pat ngay ngay dém dém déu cau mong dién ha c6 thé trd thanh bé
ha, nay rot cudc toai nguyén, thue sy 14 trong long duoc an ti khong dit.” Co ning chén.

Ly Dung Tri cudi bao: “Yén tiéc cung dinh ching qua 1 chuyén phai lam, chic “tung xong cting tan tiéc. Nhi ¢6 mrong thyre tinh vi ta ma bo cong sap xép,
Dung Tri day mdi 1 chin chinh vui mimg tir ddy long ™ Loi dirt, xoay mat lai 6i dién thing v6i Tir Pat, dua ban tay voi nhirg ngdn dai nhur ngoc cam
lay ly ruou, nhe nhang cham véi ¢6, uong mit hoi can sach.

Bim bim, ¢6 nhin khong roi mit, méi dén khi hin ubng xong ha ly xudng,

C6 am tham liém liém khoe mdi, lai giip hén rét ddy mot ly, ndi: “Mot khi da nhu vay, Tir Pat lai kinh bé ha mbt ly nita, cung chic bé ha mo ra thoi
hoang kim ctia Pai Nguy.”

Mot Iy, mt ly, lai mot ly. ..

Mot vo, mot vo, lai mot vo. ..

Hét ba vo 16, t0t qué, tot qua! C6 hy vong! C6 hy vong!

Tring non vira moc, c6 thay nén, tiép tuc cham ly. Chot nghe hin nhur khong chit dé y hoi: “Hom trude nang di dau vay.”

“Pén Tt phurong quan a.” Co cudi: “Tir phurong quan co rat nhidu thurong lit, ¢6 thé thuét chuyén phong tuc dén tinh c4c noi.” Hoi chén chd, thiy than
thai tudn lAng m€ ngudi clia han da c¢6 vé hoi say say, chac 1a y chi da d¢ dang dao dong.



Cb chit dong kéo ghé qua, dén gan hin hon mot chiit, Ay tir bén héng ra mot td gidy gap doi. Noi: “Tir Truc sai thurong 1t truyén tin dén.”

Hén nhuréng miy, chim rii nhan Ky. Co théy Iic hiin mo td gidy ra, ban tay méu bach ngoc trong sudt kia hoi tmg do, rd rang 1 da udng qué nhidu. ..
Trai tim ¢6, trai tim ¢d phai lam nhur the nao!

Lén nay néu khong thanh nita, Tir Pat ¢ ca doi ¢t truc tiép goi 1 “K¢é thét bai Tir Pat” cho roi.

Cb thiy héin khong dap, nghi hén dang cuc hre chinh ddn dau 6¢ mo mit, ién n6i: “Trong thur bao, chi 4y nghe n6i ctra cung ciru tring c6 bién, khlen
ngudi Pai Nguy Am tuong Tur Dat bt tai toi la than tuéng than thoai doi sau ctia Pai Nguy, néu thue ga cho bé ha, dung I si nhuc ctia Tir gia, mudn toi
phai nhanh chéng tr6 vé Tay Huyen” Bién ¢b & cira cung ctru tring hdm do 1 chuyén mit, sau khi Ly Dung Tri ding co, dé gitt thanh danh cho hoang

tht, da ha khau du cho sir quan rang sdu muroi nam sau moi dugce ghi chuyén thire vao sach str, nhung, ngay do quén linh da thiy, tham tir ca bon mrdc
cO mit & khap noi, sao lai khong biét tinh hinh cu thé?

Ly Dung Tri dap mot tiéng,

Co bSng chbe ganda hin, lai xich gﬁn hén thém mdt cht, gia vo nhu cung hén doc thur.

C6 cudi: “Pay ding i chir viét ctia Tir True, nhung khong phaila timy cta chi 4y. Ngbn ngit trong nay hoi vong vo, chic 13 ménh lénh ciia Tay Huyén
Nhi hoang ttr. Thuong lit kia mang theo vai nguoi hiu, wira thay da biét may nguoi hau do toan 1a tir trong Nam quan Tay Huyen chon ra, thé trang nhu
vay chi c6 Nam quan moi c6 thé s& hitu. Chac ho nghii, néu khong c6 cach nao dé du do tdi trd ve, s€ ép bude t6i di.”

“... Vay, Nhi c6 nuong da co tinh toan gi? Ta c6 thé bao vé nang 6 phia sau ta, dé hin vinh vién khong c6 cach ndo bt duoc nang, Hay 1. ..” Hin 6n
nhu héi. “Nang van con trach ta sao? C6 thé cho ta mt co hoi dé chude 16i?”

C6 nhin doi mét sang dén say long nguoi cia hén, tranh khong dap, hoi hoi nghiéng dAu hon 1én canh mbi hdn. C6 chi khé cham vao, rat nhanh lai rit ra,
cudi n6i: “Tir lic ndly dén gioy, toi van nghi, tai sao tir khi bé ha dén ubng ruou, lai co cam gide rurgu ny da thanh tién tiru quynh twong ngoc dich, thoat
nhin ¢6 vé ngon miéng nhu vay?”

Hiéin khong tra 104, chi chiim ch nhin c6 nhur vy.

C6 hit sau mdt hoi, Ay tir bén hong ra dong tim két, dui vao long ban tay ctia héin.

“Bé ha, t61 bdng nhién muén ting dong tim két nay cho ngwoi.”

Anh miit ctia hin doi vé& dong tam két trong tay, nhe giong tra 10i: “Thir nay phai dugc ngudi coi trong thi nd méi ¢ y nghia. Nhi ¢d nurong néu coi trong
16, nhur vay, n6 dén tay ta, ta tt nhién I vui mimg khon xiét.”

“T6i chéc chén 1 rit coi trong nd.”
“Pay chinh 1 chimg minh ta va nang c6 duyén phin vo chong?”

C0 lai trénh di khong dap, nhe nhang siét chéit hai tay ctia hén, d€ dong tim két ndm lot trong tay hai nguwoi, lai khom ngwoi vé trude mdt chilt, hoi the co
ho nhur giao quyén cing han. Co thap giong ndi: “B¢ ha, ca doi nay toi chi can ngai.”

“B¢ ha, cho d\i ngudi lam t6i throng ton trim ngan lan, trong long t6i van chi ¢6 ngudi ma thoi.”
“Bé ha, dan tinh Pai Nguy c6 mdt chd khién t6i cam théy ddc biét thi vi, nam nit hoan 4, chi cin gﬁn giii mot dém, da tro thanh vo chéng”
“Bé ha, ngudi thue sy nguyén y im vo chong ciing mot Tir Pat nho bé khong dang ké nay u?”

“Be ha, ngai c6 con nhé 10i hira ctia minh ¢ ctra cung Curu tring? Tir Pat chi mu6n dém nay cling ngii trd thanh uyén wong, chung hurdng niém vui vo
chong.”

C6 6m lay gay hdn, hon 1én d6i mdi 4m 4m lanh lanh. Hoa khi trong ngudi ¢d dang trao, chi mong héin s& bi tir ngit 4i mudi khong rd ctia ¢6 mé hoic, lai
chiu kich thich cia tinh dyc. .. Saudé. .. Y chi khong vimg vang dugc nita, quay cudng trén girdng,

Vo chdng vo chdng, mit dém v chdng ciing 1 vo chdng, dén tinh Pai Nguy thire ky di, néu da khong thich, méy dém ciiing i vo nghia.

Khi c6 phét hign héin bét dau dép lai, Jong mimg r& nhur dién, diéu nay chinh & chimg minh réing e khéic ché ctia hiin ciing ¢6 so's6t, chimg minh hén da
chénh choang say, chimng minh han da tiy Iy dén noi quén rang trude dai hon cia bé ha phai khao nghiém trong sach. .. Hodc ¢6 thé, han khong quén,
chi Ia bi tinh duc khién cho mé mudi, lam trurde nodi sau.

Miic ké nhur thé ndo, ¢6 déu thanh cong!

C5 dinh tién thém mdt budc, kéo hin Ién giwong, lai thiy héin bé c6 dimg Ién. C6 chdp chép doi mit dang md swong, sic mit co chit ky la.
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«... Toi duoc ngudi bé nhur vay, van 1 lin dau tién. ..” That ra ¢6 mudn ndi thé, c6 khong nghi hén lai bé c¢6 gon ho nhur vay. C6 con tudng dan 6ng Dai
Nguy toan Ia gy tre khong co chitt sirc nita kia.

Héin nhe nhang cudi, diit ¢6 n giwong. Giwdng rét 16n, lic trurde ¢d thich cai giwdng nay nén thué ludn. Pang lic mudn dich nguoi ra gitta, hin cudi noi:
“Cho mot chit.”

.. Cho? € hoi ngd e, thay héin Ry ra tir trong tay 4o mdt ménh lya tréing tri Ién mdt gc giwdng. Long sinh nghi, ¢6 chua kip hoi, da thiy hén kn
giuong, chan khuat tam lya trang kia, lai 6m hon 1én moi co.

Rét nhanh, ¢6 quing mét nghi vin voi hanh dong sach s€ qua mirc cia hén, hét strc nhiét tinh dap lai. Mudi ngdn tay chiam chi vén 4o hin Ién, so long
ngue nong bong ctia hin, am thim simg sot.

Neudi ndy. ... nhin ¢6 vé nhur gy gd, nhung that ra vin vo ciing réin chiic. Hoa ra nam trang ctia Pai Nguy s& im ngudi ta Am tudng, bén ngoai nhu gy
tre, bén trong thire cuong trang bong loang, dudng cong nay thyre meé hon. . .

Khi L):f Dung Tri d6t nhién xoay nguoi de cod )(116ng, ¢6 vAn con dim chim trong lac thu khdm ph4 than thé cia hin, khong phat hién ra vi tri d61 bén da bi
trao doi

Lic ¢6 lo dang nhin Ién tuong, phat hién ra hai bong nguoi dang quéan quyt iy nhau, hai bong khac nhau rd rét. Thn hinh dan ong kia tht nhién 14 Ly
Dung Tri, ¢6 gai chan dai dang ndm 1 ¢6. . . Guong niit banh mét ctia 6 nong dén phurc lira, tiép theo phét hién ddy 1 nam trén nir dudi, cuc ky khong
dung nha!

Nén Ia c6 lam chi chu!

“Hir? Tir Pat, nang van chura néng lén sao? Con c6 thé phan tim nhin n6?”

“..Béha, a... Chic 1 hoi lanh...” C6 thy hin dinh nhin Ién turong theo, vdi ving kéo ¢b hén xudng, cudng nhiét hoat dong,

Bong déng quén quyt 4i mudi nhur vy, tt hon 1 dimg cho héin théy am gl. Hén 1 b¢ ha, lin dAu tién manh mé mot chit, & phia trén thi cling khong ¢6 gi
dang trach, c6 vui long nhirong cho han mit chit, du sao van con hon nira dém co ma. ..

Da thit &m &p gin g, Am tim 6 nhéy bop bop. C6 phét hign chinh minh thyc thich tir chi dung cham nhu vy, thm chi con bét dAu tiéc nubi viéc tt
dep nhu vay tai sao chi 6 mdt dém ngan ngiii.

Haj tay hén chéng t’rén suon cd, hai mai toc den nhur mye qpyéq 1n vao nhau. Han cham qhérrjnhin cO mﬁt ic th;flt 1w, anh it mit md mé ly, cui nguoi
xuong, gieo tirng dom hira nho nho trén da tir vanh tai dén can co6 cd, nhung khdng néng dén noi khdng khong ché dugc.

MSi khi mbi héin it xudng mot ny hon, da thit mém mai ctia ¢6 lai khé run rdy, tya nhu vira by ngd khong quen lai v clng thich thu, déy it tran day
vui sudng, thue tao bao, nhin khong thay mot tia xau ho nao nhur con gai Bai Nguy. Han thap giong khan khan bén tai c6: “Tir Pat, nang timg n6i voi ta,
nang luon khong thé phan biét dugc ta dang néi thyre long hay chi I3 vit vo d6i dai. . . Phai lam nhu theé ndo, nang mdi cé thé tin ta?”

“.,.” Co ummdt tiéng khong & dép lai.
“Tu Dat?”

« .. Néu t6i nhiim mit lai, ¢ thé phan biét dugc vai ph.'?m that gia. .. Be ha, tAm tinh va nhuc duc néu xen [An vao nhau, ca hai thir déu khong thé tan
hing. .. C6 phai la nén xir ly cong chuyén quan trong hon trude niit, roi lat nita hay dicu tra o1 gid 101 that...”

Ly Dung Tri, ngai cling qua manh m di! Pay c6 phai la chimg to, ngummangayt}nmngkhac ché khi da phong ting thi thrc hét sirc da dang, nhung. ..
¢ ciing khong yéu dudi, hoan toan c¢6 thé phdi hop véi loai vui vé girdng chiéu ménh liét nay.

... Nhur vay duoe khong?”

Giong n6i kia hoi khan khan, sau d6 timg nu hon ndng nhiét, nong bong bt dau roi xudng thén thé mén cam ctia co. «... Rit hoan ho. .. Rat hoan
héo... Manh wira phai...”

“Tir Pat, ta. .. khong thé khong ngdi én vi tri nay. ..”

Cb hoi ngén ra, cau ny. ..

“Tir Dat, trudc cira cung ciru tring, ta c6 i ciing khong thé i, dii 6 xay dén mot lan nita, ta van s& bao nang dép kra.” Ngit khi kia c6 chit bi throng,
“Tir Pat, néu ta chi i mdt ngudi binh thudng, hodic [ mdt tén hoang tir an nhéan, chéc chéin s& khong dé nang phai hy sinh vita. ..”

[T ]



“Tir Pat, ta vao hoang cung Tay Huyén, 1y khau du ctia Tay Huyén hoang dé, mao hiém mang nang di. .. C4 nhién ki mudn loi dung nang, nhung nang
néu khong phai Tir Dat, ta tuyét doi s€ khong lam chuyén mao hiém nay.”

“Tir Pat, subt kiép ndy, ta chi c6 thé xép nang sau thién ha ma thoi. ..”
“Tu Dat. .. Trong long ta c6 nang. .. Ta chi tin nang...”

Tirng va cham tura lra bong 1am than thé Tir Pat dau dén nhur bi thiéu ddt, nhung timg 10i tham thi dtt quiing ctia hén, ciing in vao long ¢b 1 rang dén
ky la.

La thye, 1a thuc, tit ca nhitng 161 hin n6i déu I thuc. Ngit khi kia ¢6 vo tinh, ¢6 4o ndo, ciing c6 dén dau. .. Hin cling biét dau sa0? Noi that long voi co
thi ¢6 tac dung gi chu? Co6... Co.

Khée miéng c6 mim chét, khong tra 1. Han ciing khong n6i gi thém nira, khién c6 nhe thé' mdt hoi, dém nay chi can giir ngudn giao tiép bang tinh dyc
durdi...

Hén van khong ngimg hon 1én khoe miéng ¢, dot nhién néim Iy hai ban tay khong chiu nim yén ciia ¢, tiép theo, cam gidc khé chiu bdng do dén, im
c0 thét lon mdt tieng, theo ban ning muon da vang ngudi trurdc mit.

“Tir Pat?” Am thanh kia rat trém, cuc th?ip.

“... Chuyénnay... thyc tinh ... Bmngudita... v cing...” C6 can nhic tur g, cudi clng khan khan ni: “V6 cing sung sudng. . .”” Nghi mjt dang noi
m)t néo. Hom nay may mn 1 mit hoi mo, néu khong chéc chan phai trimg 161 mit luon. C6 von dinh vo mong ngyra (ninh not) ticp, boi thém mdt cau
chéng han nhu “B¢ ha qua nhién tuyét voi”, “Bé ha thuc khong giong ngudi thuong” van van gi do, nhung nghi lai c6 khong phai la loai be 61 ¢6 khicu
ninh hét, thi€t tinh khdng the thot ra 101 tréi lwong tim

“Tir Pat, mit nang dang c6 vé rt di ton, con thit vong nita, so v6i 101 ni ctia nang hoan toan khong hop chut nio.”

Miéng c6 hoi hoi cong kén, cuoi khd: “Dém dau tién ciia con gi, trong long t61da co chudn bi tir Jau. Nam d6 6i hoc cudi ngira, lic du lun bi bo roi
lai dng sau, bo dén bam dap mat mili, con ngua & dudi than t6i, nhung t6i van khong c6 cach nio hiéu duoc tai sao ngudi khac lai co the hang hai giuc
ngira ma dinhu vay. Luyén tap rong ra dén hon nira ndm sau, khong bi bo lai nira, lic d6 moi hiéu duogc cai hay cta viée giong ngura rudi rong. Ai ma
khong nhur vy chir? Trude khé sau vui dit sao ciing t6t hon trude vui sau kho.”

Khong biét ¢6 phai la ao giac cua ¢ hay khong, nguoi dan ong trén ngudi lai hoi sung lai. Mai mot lic lau sau, héin m6i nhe nhang hon 1én chép miii ciia
¢0, ¢ nén hoi tho dap don, diu dang n6i: “Chuyén nay s& “tiém nhap giai canh’ (dan dén tot Ién) thoi, sau ny hai ching ta con v6 s6 dém thin mét nira,
khi d6 nang s& khong dau hay that vong du chi la mdt chut, nhur 1an ndy niva.”

C6 nhu khong nghe hén noi den chd vo s6 dém, cudi bao: “Bé ha, duisao ching ta con ca mit dém, vay nén cting khong can qua dé y cau né chit
chuyén kit vat ndy, ctr tir tir, cubi ciing chiic chéin 6 thé tim dugc phuong phap di d&én vui vé.” Chi 13, nira dém vé sang nay thi giao cho ¢6 lim chi di.

... Phwong phép vui vé a...” Am thanh kia kiéu nhur hoi khong biét nén n6i thé no. Tura hd ddi voi viée ¢ khong c6 mdt chit sung suéng no nay thi
camxuc vO cung phuc tap.

“Ciing nhur noi, 16i rit thich cling bé ha 6m nhau, da thit gin gfii ciing a mot loai vui vé. ..
“Dung Tri.”” Hin dot nhién nbi.

C6 simg sdt, khoe mdi gidt giat, cudi cing khong nd tréi y hin, thip giong n6i: “Dung Tri, ching budng tay ra duoc rdi ddy, ti con chua tdi dén ndi moi
dau mbt chit da danh nguroi ung tung dau.”

“... Goi mdt lan nira di.”
“Dung Tri.” Toan b gwong mit cd déu chay sach khong con mdt miu roi.

Cam gac duoc cucf)i clng h{fm ciing budng 1ong tay minh ra, ¢6 cudi, kéo rng hén xudng, quan quyt khong mot khe hd. Chot, chom vai c6 dau diéng,
1ap trc hi€u ra 14 han vira can mdt cai that manh.

Lac thi khué phong ctia Dai Nguy? Tan sat An nhau? Tai sao ¢ lai cam thdy hn c6 chit budn ¢b nhi?

Khoe miéng lai cong 1én, ¢6 cti dau khé cudi, ciing hd miéng cin chom vai ctia ngudi & trén. Thyc thi vi, néu trai gai Pai Nguy khi hoan 4i déu gin giii
nhu vay, ¢ nghi minh s€ thich.



Tiéc qua Qi tiéc qué di, cho‘ c6 thém miy Qémr}l”ra di, ¢6 con muén xem thir khi miéng han ‘tiémnhég glal canh’ thi s& ¢ tinh trang nhu ndo... Co 11}1(’),
nhé lai nhiu ngay nay da gan nhur doc chiém han. Long ngurdi qua nhién tham vong qua sau, khi da bat dau, lai doi héi qua do dén mirc khdng nuon
budng tay.

“.. Tir Pat, ¢ lai v6ita. .. O lai @én tan phit cudita con séng. .. Mot kiép nay, coi nhur ta ng nang. . .”” Am thanh kia tréng viing dén tich mich.

Mot ngum nay moi can dwoc mot nira, mic nghen luon trong miéng. Muyc tiéu nhan sinh ctia hai ngudi von da khong gidng nhau, ¢o khong cén loai cude
song nay, hén lai bat bude pha1 di theo con duong do. Biét 1 c6 khong vui, nhung hén van ¢d y gitr ¢6 lai, 1 hén thue sy khong thé tim duoc ngudi
khac di cing, hay 1, hay 1. .

C5 im bam: “Ly Dung Tri, trong long chang c6 t6i, 14 vi thich toi, chang biét khong?””

“Ta sao lai khong biét? Néu khong phai vi ta thich ning, c6 gi ta lai ép bude nang phéi ciing di bén canh ta?

Tir Pat co hd da ¢6 mdt khoanh khiic dao dong,

C6 kh& can mdi, ding strc gat tAm gim ra, d6i mit long lanh 4nh nuréc nhin théng vio dong tir ciia hin,

Tir d4u dén dudi im ngudi ta mé loan trong hoan 4i, vdy ni héin van chim chu vao timg thay d6i nho nhét trong than sic clia ¢6 sao? Chi dé thuyét
phuc c6?

Trong long ¢6 chot ndy ra mdt y nghi dc dia, noi: “Démdep canh dep nhu thé, ha tat phai néi Ve nhirng chuyén khong vui?” Dt 104, ¢6 khéo léo manh
8, thira lic hin chra kip chuén bi, ap hén xudng girdng, dao khach thanh chi, bong dang quén quyt trén tudng lp tire ciing dao lai theo.

Khong chiém durge tAm ngudi, xin iy thin nguoi ciing tot.
Puoc tm cta hin, nhung chi duoc mdt nira, vy thi... ]éy than thé hin ciing duoc.
Canh tur sp diém, dot ngdt mo to nit.

Trong phong den kit, 4nh nén da tat tir JAu. Dang ngwdi trén trong da nhoa vao béng tbi, khong con théy 1o hinh énh ¢6 va Ly Dung tri gin gii thin mét
nita, nhung gio phtt ndy c6 lai cdm thay minh dang bi 6m chat sap cheét.

A, mi khong chi héin 6m c6 chét, ¢ 6m lai hén ciing cimg ngic khong kém. Da thit hai ngudi da s6m ha nhigt do xubng, c6 hé migng cudi, rit rét thich
loai tu thé 6m nhau dya st vao nhau nhu nay.

Hoi thé déu dan lién tuc phit qua gd mé ctia c6, bay gid ¢d mdi phat hién minh van ép mit xudng mé ng, ¢6 thé camnhan duogc su séng cia hin.

Khoe moi ¢0 lai hoi cong Ién, dii sao cling chi c6 mot dém, tw nhién | phéi quy trong thémmot chit, déng tiéc da sép qua canh tw, néu khong dénh thire
han day dé démdep kéo dai thém mdt chit cling khong toi.

C6 nhe nhang nhac canh tay dai dang 6m Iy thét hrng ctia minh ra, thinh finh, ¢6 cam thiy hén cir dong,

“A?”

Am thanh khan khan kia lai khién c6 nghi bay nghi ba thém lan nita, khong khoi md mém hon Ién khoe miéng ciia hén.

Hién tira hd mudn dat ¢6 dudi than, c6 hung phan dao dat, hoan toan khong ngai néu hén am thém vai lin nita, ndo hay sau d6 hén lai hoi: “May gior
10i?”

“.. S:?ip canh wr.” Co ué oai dap, qué’nhién hén lai némxuéng nhur cli. Co chot tinh lai, cudi noi: “Toi khat nurde, xuéng giurong uéng mot chit, chang ctr
ngu ticp di”'Y chi cua han kién dinh dén déng kinh ngac, cho du thinh thoang c¢6 phong tiing mdt chit cting khong cho phép minh qua mirc, néi canh tur
chinh 1a canh tur cham dirt toan bo.

Hén dap mot tiéng, 6n nhu n6i: “Troi lanh, bén giwdng ¢6 4o choang, khodc vao di.”

“Pugc.” C6 cudi, budc xudng giwong, dép chéin lai gitp hén. Bén khi nghe tiéng tho clia hiin da déu déin, mdi di dén bén chéu rira mit, nhe nhang voc
nuée lanh 1€n lau than the.

Sau do, lai liy ra mot bd Thim y sach s& da chun bi sin tir trude dé thay.

Khong phai la ¢6 khong mudn niic lai trang phuc ctia Dai Neuy, ma 1a 6 da méc kiéu quan 4o nhu ndy subt hai muroi nam 101, ngay ca lic nhém it )
cting ¢6 the vén vao nhanh chong. C6 nhin vé phia girong, chop chop anh mat hoi mo mod, lic ndy nghe giong han c6 chit mét moi, bay gio chac da thicp
ngu lai, nhung han lun luon ngt khdng sau. . .

Co ngdi trén ghé, & trong bong t6i Eing king nghii ngoi vé héin mot chdc. Nét mdi cong lén day khoai trd, chdm rai timg chit mt nhim nhép canh xuin
kiéu diem toi qua.



C6 the chiém duge ca thé xéc va tim hon tit nhién B qua t6t, nhung, khong 6 tam thi duogc thén ciing khong té, qué nhién B ¢6 dao 1. Hoa ra, Dai
Neguy van ¢6 cho loi hai, say nay ngay ca hi kich cling khong thé xem thirong,

Co cuoi hi hi, vo cungklennhan 161 ky trc handa cungmmhtm qua mot trén v&, méi dén khi chic chin hén dang ndm im khong nhiic nhich, m6i dimg
day so soang nhiit 1én ting chiéc 4o c4i quin ctia hén, gAp gon tat ca lai, dit & dAu giudng

C6 thuén tay thao man che giuong xuéng, ¢6 mii cua hoan ai dua qua mili, ¢6 khong ngrong nging ma con turoi cudi rang 13. Tiéc 14 t6i hom qua co
ngu som hon hin, néu khdng da co the nhin thay dang vé han lic ngd, vé sau cd tudng tuong lai cling d€ dang hon. ..

Cb tinh toan, sdp qua canh tur, khong bang c6 ra ngoai dn khuya mot chut, khi ¢b trd lai héin ¢6 thé ciing da roi di roi.

Cb suy nghi mdt chdc, lai so héin roi giwdng khi trdi van con tdi, ién thip nén lén, chuyén nén qua ghé, nhd chiéc ban 16n che di phéan Ion anh sang,

C5 ly ra tir bén hong to gidy da chuan bi sin, dit trén ban, ghi ring ¢6 di an bira khuya. C6 khong di ngay lp tirc, doi hin qudc sy ban ron dén mot
thang cling khong ra khoi ctra cung, c6 moi vira di, dén khi d6 thién son van thity méc ¢6 du lich. .. C6 doi cho, thitly chung van khong cho duge dén hic
trong long kia virong dugc mdt soi cam hirng tha huong,

C6 khé th dai mot tiéng. Khong hé quay dau lai, ¢6 di dén trudc cira, s& sang ddy ra—

C6 mo to mt, trong long chin dong ménh ligt. Ma dau phéi chi trong long chin dong, ngay cé than thé ¢6 ciing run iy biy, may ma khéa ning trén tich
ctia c6 vo cling cao, néu khong, chi kém mot chit, co s€ bat hét lén, phun méu ra.

C6 lang ngit dimg bén cira, nghiéng dau trdm tu mdt chdc, hit sau, lai md cira ra, mim cudi, nhe giong néi: “Nay, moi nguoi vira dén ha? Bé ha dang ngi
quén, ta nghi s€ muon mdt chit...”

“Lam Tu, tai ha Tién Lam Td, hom truée duge phong im ngy tién deo dao hd vé, ching ti da chos ¢ dy subt mdt dém” Lam Td ndi ¢6 v& binh tinh,
nhung ca khudn mét thanh t déu d6 bung, hinh nhur kha 13 xau ho.

Tir Pat lam nhu khong thiy cAu ta— ngudi ny, trude cira cung cira tring da bi ¢d twong Am B tit thé, ndo biét hiin van kién tri gitt mdt hoi tan cudi
chét. Litc sau ¢6 bude deén tham, lai nghe cu ta dang cudi ho ho véi o cha ciu ta: “Lic con mang trong thuong trong ngudi, biet chac khong giip
duoc bé ha, du sao ngan can treo soi toc, chét rdi thi khong noi, nhurge bang may ma sdng sot, nhung néu Pai hoang tir thure sur hai chet dién ha, con

ciing chi con duong xudng am phi théi. Dt khodt phéi & trurde mit Nhi c6 mrong gia bd nhur héin phai chét khong thé nghi ngd, nhés ¢ dée hét sirc ra
tro giip bé ha.”

MEit ¢ trong nhay nit doi sang mau 1a chudi.

Ltc Tién LAm Ta théy c0 demtheo tl}uéc bd xuét hién & cira, sic mit cﬁng lap ttrc x@nh mét. Cauta ép ung néi; “Nhi c6 mrong xin dung kho chiu,
chiing t6i choi c0, quén gi cting ¢ the thi, chi mong bao vé duoc tréng, néu tudng miat, qua thirc 14 toan trén trang tay. Nay ¢6 da sap tro thanh hoang
hau, lai Ia hoang hau cam duoc kim dao chua tirng 6 trong lich str, sau ndy chi ¢d ngudi khac bao vé ¢6, khong hé ¢ chuyén c6 bao vé ngudi khac.”

Guong it kia ddy vé ho then, Bim co khong cach ndo ndi gidn duge. Cau ta da di theo Ly Dung Tri & Tay Huyén, tit nhién a hiéu duoc tinh canh lic
nao cling co the bi nguoi loi dung — vt bo ctia ¢ ¢ d6, nhung, céu ta van cting Ly Dung Tri loi dung c6 nhur trurée.

Bon ho dang & trong vén cd, van bat déc di, nm 6, thity chung van chi i ké dimg ngoai nhin, trong 1ong thim nghi, bat ké 14 ai, déu khong thé thi mang
duoc.

Tién Lam Ta ho kh& mdt tiéng, quay dau lai nhin mdt loat thai giam va nit quan dang & trén cAu thang, thip giong noi: “Phién Nhi. .. Phién hoang hiu bé
ha, sau khi b€ ha tinh day 161, goi Ién mdt tieng,”

Co Iap tirc khép ctra lai, sau do, di dén phia trude cira s0, déy mdra—
Lang thinh khong ndi gi.

Ngoai ctra s6 3 mdt ngd nhd, troi moi to mo sang, ¢ hoan toan khong thiy 1 i ¢6 ngudi hay khong, nhung thuat cong kich hoc duroc thud nhé ciing
du gilip c6 phat hién trong ngd chen chiic cam vé quan.

Pé ¢6... c6 chiip canh ciing khong thé bay sao?
Lua tring!

Cb quay lai, voi v chay dén bén girdng, vira moi vén rém Ién, chi thdy Ly Dung Tri d4 mic xong quan 4o, ménh lya tring d6 dang ndm trén giwong, mit
trén con dinh mau. ...

Cb gio tay dinh doat Ay, nhung thay hin khong hé nhiic nhich Iy mot may may, chi chiim chii nhin c6 nhu vay, twa nhur dang oan tréch c6 sao nhin
tam. .. C6 nhAn timu? C9... chila, chila...

“Ngai da quyét dinh trude nhur vay?”



“Nang sai ngudi truyén tin dén, ta ciing di doan duge.” Ly Dung Tri khan khan ndi: “Néu ning khong phan tim, ta van van s& khong lim nhu thé,
nhung, nhur vy ciing t6t, ta. . . D nang phai chiu thiét thoi qua nhidu, khong mudn khi nang da trd thinh hoang hau ciing con phai bi ty khuét. Hau phi
Pai Nguy von khong nhidu, viée kiém duyét rat khit khe, trrde khi dai hon s& ¢6 nir quan kiém tra sy trong sach than thé ctia nang, dém dai hon do,
dimg bén ngoai rém girdng 14 séu thai giam s& chd kiém tra tim Iua pha tan ctia nang, lai xac nhan trong sach mot 1in nira.”

Séc mit ¢d kh& bién, kho c6 thé tudng tuong t6i hom qua cé ngudi dimg ngoai girong dé chd, ¢d con lac thii g dang n6i nita chi.

Ly Dung Tri lai néi: “Ta bao nang I nguoi Tay Huyén, khong thich loai quy cti ndy ciia Dai Nguy, hon nira nguoi trong cung ciing hiéu 16 y nghiia ctia kim
dao, tur nhién 1 ddi voi nang ciing ¢6 vai phén kinh trong, vi thé nén phé 1€ qua loa mot lan. Iay lua ndy lAm béang, chong ciia nang lam chimg, phong nay
khong c6 ctra thi hai, o théi gidm va nir quan dang dtmg bén ngoai, khong thé nghe thiy tiéng chiing ta hoan 4i. Chd khi dua tim lya nay ra, nang da
thyc sy tr thanh hau, ching qua i danh phéan thi doi dén sau khi dai hon moi quyét dinh na thoi.”

Séc mat co tring béch, chdm rdi ngdi xubng canh giudng,

“Bé ha... hy sinh nhan sic nhu thé...” C6 chua x0t n6i: “La dé ép t6i sao?”

Ly Dung Tri nhin c6, dot I)tﬂén n6i: “Thich mdt ngudi, [a chua x6t nhur vay sao? Ta lai ndi, thich mdt nguodi rat nguy hiém. Tix Pat, trong long ta c6 nang,
tuy I khong phai khong thé tw kiém che, néu tha nang di, cfing khong phai khong duoc. Chi la khi vira trong twong dén con duong dé vurong trong lai
phai mjt minh bude di, lien thay tat ca du qua cdi lé, limngudi ta kho the nao chiu ndi. Neu nang nguyén y budng bo trong lai mot ki€p ndy ctia nang,
cung bude di chung vdi ta, kiep sau ta s€ di con duong nang muon, duogc khong?”

C6 bat cuoi, Bic dau: “Bé ha, néu thuc sur ¢6 kiép sau, t6i nguyén cau nhirg ngudi quen biét t6i trong cude doi ny dimg dau thai vao kiép sau, quiy rdy
t01 thémnira.” C6 nhin d61 mat sau tham tham ctia han, cuoi hot: “Néu t6i khong dong y thi sao? B¢ ha, ngai con trai trang, thich mdt c6 gai nao do ciing
khong phai la viéc gi kho. Co c6 ay cung di quang duodng ndy, sao ngai con phai ép long minh dua vao t6i nita?”

Khée mit hankhe run rdy, may hoi cau lai, nhung lp tirc lai dan ra, mim cuoi dép: “Lan dau ta thich mt nguoi, lic dau chi cam thiy ky di, 1o moy, 101
sau d6 cho ring chuyén khong déng ngai nén dé mic do, khong ngd dugc 16 lai chinh a mot hat glong,, nay da moc 1é & trong long ta. Néu a nguoi
khéc chémno di thi khong n6i, nhung mudn ta tu tay dm chét ta thi ding 13 trim diéu quyén huyén. Tir Bat, thich mdt nguoi rat nguy hiém, loai chuyén
nayta khong muén gip lai, nhung tht bt hanh vira vui vé xong, ta khong thé lim gi khac hon 1 mot dao giét chét nang, dé tranh dam vao vét xe d6 nay
nira.”

C6 vubt mé, lai hoi: “Téi i nguoi Tay Huyén, néu c6 ngdy Pai Nguy ¢b y danh dén Tay Huyén. ..”

“Tir sau khi nang rdi khoi Tay Huyén, nang da khong phai 1 nguoi Tay Huyén nita, tir sau chuyén & cira cung ctru tring kia, nang da B mot thanh vién
cta Dai Nguy.”

C0 hir nhe mdt tiéng, trong long hiu duge nhing 10i ny cia hén dong nghia voi viéc hén khong logi bo vige & danh Tay Huyén khi binh hing tudng
manh. Pén Iuc do, cc} khong phai Ia nguoi Tay Huyén, c6 1a dan Pai Nguy. Lic xdy ra chién sy, nha cua c6 chi c6 thé & Pai Nguy, & bén canh han, chir
khong phai Tay Huyén Tur gia.

C5 khong thich cude sdng gd ép nhur vy, nhung ciing thure hiéu dugc, trong long chinh minh dang do dur khong quyét.

Thich nguoi trurde, thich ngudi qua nhiéu, han phai thua, khong thé nghi ngd.

Co timg thiét nghi néu co va roi di, hdn 1a Pai Nguy hoang dé tat s& tim mot hoang hau khach, hin lai By t6 ché ra, bao ring dé hau cing tr, cho du sau
ndy hén ¢ thay déi tu tudng, nap thém phi tir dé hudng lac thi, chi s cling phai chd t6i khi Dai Nguy c6 mdt bbi canh m6i. Trude miét, phai tim ai? Ai

¢6 thé chia sé strc ning trén vai ctia hin?

C6 timg hoi thiam ngudn gbe chii nhén bire tranh dua vao trong cung Pai Nguy. Nhung ¢6 18 nhiéu nim rdi hdu cung Pai Nguy di c6 thién hudng khac
v6i khudn phép cuia ba nurde con lai, nit tir khong hoc chinh sy, chi biet thudt hau cung.

Hién tai Ly Dung Tri, mot long dat tai tridu chinh, c6 Ay mot co gai thi ngoai viée ndi ddi hurong khoi con ¢ y nghia gi khac? Khong ¢6 ngudi chia sé
ctng hén, chi sg khong qué vai ndm hiin da gia di cang nhanh, cang sau. ... 1di vt strc am viée, két qua 1 doan ménh.

Muru cAu ngdi vi hoang dé 1au nhur vay, 16t cude ciing durgc ngdi 1én, lai vi phi sirc lao dong 1 chét som, hén khong tirc chét m6i 1 la.
C6 lai ling 18 liéc méit qua hén mdt cai, ria thAm mot tiéng,

Viée ndy c6 ciing biét, ching qua a khong mudn nghi xa thém. C6 vuron tay Iy méanh hua tréing kia, dé y thiy ngon tay hin kh& dong, nhung khong ngin
O lai.

C6 cham i gip lai, miéng n6i: “Tdi hom qua dura dong tim két cho ngai, 1 t6i da khong coi nd 1a vt nhan 1o dinh udc, vi vay moi dua d& dang nhu
th’\ 2

“Ta biét.”

“T6i hom qua. . . ngai c6 vui vé khong?” C6 nhin hén do xét.



Khudn niit tudn 0 rd rang ¢ hoi ngin ra mot chiit, sau d6 lai liéc mit nhin ¢6, cudi ndi: “Tét nhién 1 rat vui.”

C6 khong nhim mét, dwong nhién khong biét a khong phai hén | dang 161 déi, nhung, mbt nguoi dan ng vira hy sinh nhan séc, miéng lai voi vang thuyét
phuc thi vui vé diroe moi la. Hubng chi, ¢d hoai nghi rit ning, héin d6i véi nit sic c6 didu tiét ché, trong phurong dién ndy khong c6 yéu ghét gi qua mirc,
khong thich nhur dién hodc ghét bo cai gi.

C6 thés dai: “BE ha, t0i con nho, ngay & Tay Huyén toi d tlmg n6i véi ngai, Vién DO dai sur timg bi mit khuyén khich t6i, thé gian vén c6 luin hdi, méic
du t61 & Tay Huyén mot doi kém coi, nhung, ki€p trude t6i la ngudi vui vé vo tu I, doi nay cho du ¢ bi ty khuat, cling s& duoc vui vé tir trong long,
day 1a phuc duc tir ki€p trude tao nén.”

“Nang c6 ni qua.” Hin khong nhtic nhich, tyra nhu dang ngim nghi y nghia phia sau méy 1i ndy ctia ¢6, dong thoi im king nhin manh hya tring ¢6 cim
trong tay.

Co thiy thé, bat cudi: “Bé ha qua thue Ia timg gio timg khiic déu dung tim muru dd, that khong biét 1 tt hay xéu nira.” C6 vuon tay nhe nhang cham
Va0 hai 20 ma cua han. “That ra, Vién b6 dai su qua q& Ién khuyén giai an ti t6i, cling 1a n6i, néu ca doi t6i da 1a nhu the, tai sao khong luon lu(‘)r} vui vé
di, dén kiép sau ty nhién c6 thé duoc anh hudng tir kiép trudc, trd' thanh mdt nguoi thong dong phén khéi. Toi nghi, mdt khi da nhwr vy, t6i muon lam
cho kiép sau ctia minh durgc vui vé. .. Bé nhimg gi t6t nhat ctia minh hru lai cho klep sau, khong con mot Tir Pat ctia doi ndy nira, khong con phai gap
mot dng dai sir ndi ti bat tai v ning nita. Nhung, khi ban than dinh vio tranh d4u ciia hoang thét Pai Nguy, toi nghi, mdt kiép d6 chéc ciing bi viée giét
khong biét bao nhiéu mang ngudi ciia toi im hong mat roi.”

Hén im Bing,

C6 mim cudt: “Bé ha ¢6 thé hira véi toi mdt chuyén?”’

Trong khoanh khéc, cap niit den lay ciia hén sang choi dén bire ngudi: “Ta hira véi nang, doi nay khong 1p nhi hau.”

C6 ngén ra, kp ttre ha ha cuoi.

“Bg ha, tinh cam con nguroi Ia V?) dinh, loai hira hen nay khong noi thi t6t hog” Durng mit chit, ¢6 cling khong ndi tl}ém Ly Dung Tr1 ]éy thién ha lam
trong, vi tri thir hai mdi 1a ¢4, néu co6 mdt ngdy, cd mot ngudi con gai khac rat hitu ich cho thién ha Pai Nguy ctia hin, ban nhan sac I8p phi tir, cling
khong tinh 1 vi pham 161 hira dau.

Vi thién ha trong 1ong hén, hin qua thuce phai am nhur véy.

Qua nhicn, nguroi ngd long trrde s€ thua, nhung, €6 thua Il cam tam tinh nguyén. Méc ké vai JAn ndy mam hy vong, biét rd ngay sau d6 s& c6 thé tan bién
khong con, c6 van tiép tuc gilt rit iy udc ao.

Ngwoi Ty Huyén noi gio & gi6, ni mura B mura, mudn giét ctr giét, mudn chit dt lién drt bo gon ging sach s&. Con ¢d, 1& me, khong diit khoat, cudi
cung khong bo dugc, namdoé Vién Do dai su chinh 13 nhin thau tinh tinh thi€u qua quyét nhu vay ctia ¢d. C6 khé thd dai trong long, cudi cliing ciing phai
thira nhan no.

“Xin b ha dong ¥ vdi t6i, ¢6 Tir at di ciing bén ngwo, clng nguroi phén wu, ngudi ¢b ging dimg gia di qué nhanh, ciing dimg di trwde toi. Tir Pat da
thua hoan toan r6i, khong muon lic gia di con phai bi ai dau x6t.”

Ly Dung Tri nhe nhang cdm Iy hai ban tay ctia ¢6 dang so ma héin, ciing ¢6 ndm tay, on nhu cudi néi: “Dugc, ta dong ¥ voi nang,”

Séc mit co wui vé, ngéi xich lai gﬁn hén mot chut, cudi noi: “Bé ha... tap tuc Tay Huyén 1a phai c6 bai t6 tinh mdi dugce tinh, xin cho Tir Pat léy cachto
tinh cuia nguroi Ty Huyen dé to tinh voi chang trai toi yéu.”

Déy mit ctia hdn ciing sang ruc. “Ta rat mudn dugc nghe 15.”

C6 hang hing giong, khé khang cat tiéng hat: “Phiéu hiru mai, ky thye thét hé; Cau nga thir si, dai ky cat hé. Phiéu hiru mai, ky thyc tam hé, cu nga thir
si, déiky kimhé. Phiéu hiru mai, khuynh khudng hy chi, cau ngd thir si, dai ky vi chi...” [1] C6 hat hai lan, mim cuoi cho hin dép lai.

Hin nhin ¢6.
“Da?” C6 hoi kinh ngac, hin khong dap lai.
“Pay Ia tho ctia Pai Nguy.” Khong phai la khic hat ngay d6 ¢ da ngamnga.

C0 nhudng may, lai cuoi: “La tho ctia Pai Nguy, khiic ctia Tay Huyen rét thd tuc, khong thich hop vi bé ha, t0i thay thure hop long ti, khong it nguroi
dan 6ng t6i yéu c6 muon ndi cau ta muodn nang, ta muon két hdn voi nang, ta muon dem qua mo' chin ndy vé nha?”

Van khong chiu hat khiic to tinh Tay Huyén v6i hdn sao. . . Long hén hoi budn bure, ding sirc kéo ¢6 vao trong long, gidu di sy tirc gian khong hiéu tir
dau sinh ra ndy, miéng cudi ndi: “Ta muon Tir Pat, ta mudn cudi Tur Pat, ta muon dem qua mo chin ndy vé nha!”

[1]: Péy I bai “Phiéu hitu mai” trong Kinh Thi.
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Ban dich tho ctia Tan Pa:
Cay mai rung

Qua bay trén canh

Ay ai 14 ké cAu minh

Tinh sao cho kip ngay lanh hoi ai
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Trén canh qua ba

Hoi ai i ké cAuta

Tinh sao cho kip 4t 1 ngay nay
Cay mai rung

Nhung gi6 nhit mai

Céu ta ai d6 hoiai

Tinh sao cho kip mot 161 bdo nhau.

Bai Phiéu hiru mai ndy, c6 ngudi cho rang chit Phiéu 1a chir Phao c6, tirc i ném. Namnir vui dtia ném céc qua mai cho nhau. Nhung phan 16n giai thich
chit Phicu 1a rung; bai tho ndi vé mdt nguoi con gai sg 15 thi.

Trong tho ca nurdc ta xua, nhiéu tac pham Ry dién tir bai Phiéu hiru mai nay, nhur:

+ Qué mai ba bay dang vira, dao non sém liéu xe to kip thi. (Truyén Kiéu)

+ Phiéu mai di doi gié cao, ché nghe 101 gi6 ma bao 1ong xuan. (Luru nit tréng)
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B6n nam sau -

Chang vang 61, khoai mé vao cung, lic lao qua ctra cung Bai Nguy, truc tiép rut thé bai ra, chi nhay mét sau da khl}ét béng. Thi vé wira thiy quin 4o, da
bict Ia ti€u thai gidm vao cung may ndm nay. Tiéu thai giam nay s0 rat hén, sau dai hon cia Hoang thuong, 1ap tirc han dugc chon lam thai gidm bén canh,
thinh thodng lai xuat cung. .. Rt cudc Hoang thurong phai han xudt cung lam cai gi nhi? Moi khi giuc ngua chay qua, luon ngri thady mot thir mii.

Tiéu thai gidm di dén trude clra cung ciru tring, xubng ngwa budc vao.

“Ngai vé 1oi....”

Tiéu thai giam cuoi ndi: “VAt va vét va, t6i phai vao dién gap day.” Quing ddy curong cho o thai giam, hip tip chay di.

Doc theo dudng di ctia hin, nhitng ngon dén trong cung toa séng ruc 13, B¢ ha doi nay ¢6 nién hiéu Thién Dirc, thyc ra lai | mdt hoang dé khong tot
chit nao. .. Buong nhién, khong phai la khong tot d6i voi dan ching, ma la yéu cau qua nghiém khéc doi voi ban than. Tir sau khi hin ngdi lén ngoi vi
hoang d€, den dube trong cung ban dém muroi cai thi ndm sau cai bi tat hét, dém khuya it nguoi bude vao cung dién, ngoai trir cung cia Hoang hau, dén
dudc & hau cung hau nhur déu tat ca.

Con dudng hén di niy, van 1 vi bé ha ha khéc kia nhin hén trdm ngim that JAu, i rm: “Tha vui duy nhét i ning a thich, ta chéc chén khong thé hiy
di...” Vi thé m6i dé lai.

Hén voi vang di vao ngy thu phong, Lam Ta dimg ngodi cira n6i khé:
“B¢ ha van con dang phé tau chuong.”

Tiéu thai gidm tién vao ngy thur phong, dAu tién 1 phét phat tay vai cai véi o thai giam dang dimg canh gitr, sau d6 budc vao trong noan cac thay Khiic
cu thimy — hu'y ctia Bai Nguy, néu khong c6 ai gitip do thi ¢6 khong ¢ cach nao méic noi trong mot lat, khong bang van truong y ctia Tay Huyén cho

10i, dit sao bay gid trong ngy thur phong ciing khong c6 ngudi ngoai.

C6 bung m)t ong tréic nhd con 4m dm di ra, Ly Dung Tri dang cti dau nhin chéim chi mot tor thu churong. C6 budc kn hai bac thang, di dén bén canh
hén, vira thay to tau churong hin dang cam trong tay, may khé nhudng,

Vibé ha ha khéic nity, mdi mdt thu chuong déu nhat thiét phai xem qua, nhung c6 khi miy quan lai cAp dudi thich théi phong sur vige, thu churong ¢6 thé
x€p thanh c4 ngan ca dong. Lic dau c6 thay tha vi, cudi ha ha, 1au dan c6 chi thuong cho vi hoang dé ha khac nay.

Long ¥ (ghé vua ngdi) cue rong, cd nhe nhang tién dén, Ly Dung Tri 6t cudc phat hién ra c6 ngudi, xoay lai vira thiy c6, mim cudi noi: “Hai khic trude
ta vira nh¢ dén nang, nghi nang da ng r6i chir.”

Bé ha, I hai khic trudc hay | mdt, hai ngdy trudc? CO cudi trir, ciing khong ndi gi thém, nhe nhang hé nép 1ong tric, 16 ra miy chiée banh bao be bé
tron tron bén trong,

“Lic chang vang t6i, t61 xuét cung tlﬁy dugc quan bénl} bao hai san néy, ném thir hai miéngZ rat vira miéng, vi thé dem v& mdt it cho bé ha. Léng tric
ny t6i luon ludn gilt sat bén ngudi, trén duong mang vé déu dét trong tam mit, bé ha c6 the yén tim ding.” Nghi nghi, ¢6 cammdt cai banh Ién, lic hé
miéng can mot miéng nhd, khong phat hién thay ngon tay Ly Dung Tri kh€ ddng day, co cuoi: “Khdng cé viée gi.” Co dua dén bén miéng han.

Hén mdt ngum nuét thing xudng, Ciing thurong, hiin nheo it cudi noi: “Mii vi khong t8.”

“Néu da khong té, bé ha an nhiéu mot chit di. A, day Ja hwong vi dan gian, bé ha hién nhién B nudn ném thir mdt chit miii vi dong qué, hiéu duoc dén

Hin bat cuoi, rdt cude cling dé but xuéng, nhéc chiéc boc nhé 1én ném thir.

Vi hoang hiu bé ha ndy, khong thich 4m thuc cung dinh m Hon nira ﬁmthuc trong cung I)iémkhi ¢6 hai san, ¢6 thi thudng an vai miéng da no. C6 ngdi
trén ngdi vi hoang hau, khé khan ciing khong phai it, cho nén han md mdt mét nham mot mat, dung ting cho ¢6 vai viée It vat.

“Sau d9, sai cung nit gitip nang thay cung trang di.”

“Tuan chi.” C6 cudi, lai nhin mdt ci tAu chirong, “Xemra bé ha dinh thirc triing dém roi. Khong bing bé ha chop mit di, dé t6i doc cho ngi nghe.”
Hzn kh& nheo mt, nhin c6 mdt cai, nhe nhiang noi:

“Thi Iyc ctia nang khong dugc tt, van 1 di nghi sém thi hay hon.”

Cb cudi cudi, cho hin 3 an hét hon phan nira, mOt ngum xur hét phan con lai trong boc, cam thu churong én. “Mot khi d& nhur vay, bé ha chia cho 01 mot
chit long y ngai dang ngdi, dé t6i doc miy birc tau churong don gian nhé? Néu gip chuyén dai sy hoac 1 doan ndo trang giang dai hai qua, toi viét lai
chir gian thé ngay bén canh, dé bé ha doc vao 14 hiéu ngay, ciing nhanh hon mot chit, dwoc khong?”

Hin hoi phén van trong chdc lat, lién gat dau dong .



Ttr Dat lam Pai Nguy hoang h;iu bé ha chi mm b6n nam, dudi sy hudng dan chi bay ctia hin, ciing di ¢6 hiéu biét bu~é’c dau dbi voi t{iéu dinh Pai Nguy.
Nhung dui sao cling chi m6i bon ném, néi dén quan hé gitra quan vién ¢ cac thanh thi khac ngoai kinh d6 Pai Nguy, van con liu mdi bang duoc vi hoang
de bé ha khi con & Tay Huyén lam chat tir da theo doi sit sao the cuc & Pai Nguy nay.

Hén d6i v6i 6, c6 mot long tin nhét dinh. .. Khong, qué thue i 1ong tin tron ven, c6 nghi, ciing cam thy ban than ¢6 18 phai biét By d6 Bmtr hao.

Cho du F voi Lam T, Ly Dung Tri ciing khong hé tin tuong dé gitr lai. C6 thé dem ca tanh mang giao cho Lam T, nhung tuyét ddi khong thé dem
chuyén chinh sy nho cdu ta, dy 1a long tin dugc chon lya cua han.

Tu Dat ngam hén sau khi phé xong mdt ban tau chirong, cim Iy ban con lai. Qua nhién, hin kh& nhiu may, khoe mi¢ng theo théi quen lai cong lén. Chu
nhén ciia tiu chwrong nay chinh la lio than niim d6 d4 ra strc phii trg héin, ¢6 nghi, khong qua hai nim nita, vi trong than trong triéu ndy s& trd thanh con
g2 dudi tay héin — Pai Nguy khong phai ¢ cau giét ga doa khi hay sao.

Viée gi cling qua mire, nghi minh p duoc dai cong, dén ndi Bm mdt s chuyén ma vi hoang dé ha khic nay tuyét khong cho phép, qua thuc 1 két cuc
di doi nha ma.

Vi hoang dé bé ha ndy con nghiém khéc kiém ché ban than, lim sao c6 thé dé cho nhitng ngudi khac thoai mai nubi dé béo nhur vay durgc?

Ai' ai cling nght hén tinh yéu dudinhan nhuong, cudi mHt Kim dao hoang hiu. Vu an nim trude von nén tru di toan toc, 1a hoang hau bé ha chuy mudn
giet, cudi cing do Ly Dung Tri stra lai ket qua, ngoai trir thi pham chinh va tong pham, con lai nguoi nha vo 61 tam day dén bién cuong, doi sau bay
nim say, tricu dinh néu c6 nhu cau, lién bat dau lai, chuyén cii khong nhac toi.

Chuyén ndy & Pai Nguy dugc xemnhu an dure troi bé, moi ngudi déu tudng Ly Dung Tri tim dia hién nh hrong thién, ciing lan truyén ring hin B mot
béc minh quan d¢ Iwong khoan hong.

Thit ra, nguoi dinh giét 1 hén, nhd ¢ khong nh tan gdc, tat thanh hoa lon. Ban than hén ciing khong phai 1 ngoai I&.

C6 khéng cho 1 ding, O Bai cong tir chinh la m6t ngudi nha vo t0i lai bi hai dén phai di hat rong khét thirc, néu ngiy d6 Tay Huyén c6 thé khoan hf)ng
mot chit, thdm chi 1, chi cin khong dua tir thi phy thin hén di diéu hanh khéip pho ¢6 18 hom nay O Pdng Sinh s& d mdt ménh tuéng ctia Tay Huyén,
chir khong phéi mdt cong thin vo danh trong loan bién & cira cung ctru tring, Hén, ciing 1 nhu vay.

Lap tirc, Ly Dung Tri nhin ¢6 mot c4i thit sdu, ngdn tay ngimg 5 1én miit ban, khong n6i mdt cau trd vé cung dién ctia hén. Cach mdt ngy, ciing o
thuong triéu, stra tdi tam sung bién cuong,

C6 the I do dién mao héin 6n hoa, ciing ¢6 thé 1 do vai an ra Iénh mién x4 déu vira véin phét ra tir miéng héin, cang 6 the 1 vai lan ¢6 ving méit khong
thuong triéu, c6 than tir nhan co hoi do t€1u~ rang d€ vuong Pai Nguy ha cd thé chi co mdt hau, Ly Dung Tri déu co y nhu vo tinh dem viéc ndy d6 hét lén
nguoi co, tao cam gidc nhur han 1a ngudi de noéi chuyén.

Co lay bét bién tmg van bién, ]ay viéc im lang de t0 khi thé ring hoang hdu khong thich, dang tiéc, dao gin day céi khi thé d6 ciia ¢6 khong thé ngin can
ndi tAu chuong dang rio rat d6 t6i. Co chép mét méy cai, nhin to tAu churong dang cam trong tay —

T4 ché cta Pai Neuy, sic 1ap hoang hiu duge sau ndm ma khodng c6 con, dinh lai nap phi, dé ngura Ly gia tuyét hdu hurong khéi t6 tién.

A, héa ra c6 cing Ly Dung Tri nén duyén vo chong da sap durgc ndm namroi. ..

C6 nhic b, phé i nén duyét, thuan tién ghi chii 16 4 hoang héu bé ha phé, viét thing ra hai chi¥ nap phi, néu Ién trong diém cho hén 15, dé hén tur quyét
dinh.

C6 tramngam ca budi, cudi cling ciing khép thu churong lai, dat ¢ dudi cing. Ciing khong phai i 1ong ¢6 16i rim, ma 14, bé ha dém khuya xem qudc su,
lam sao c6 thé lam phién chi vi chit chuyén nay dugc?

C6 tinh toan mot chit, méy thang ndy Qéu khong hoai thai, hoang hiu ¢6 vé sau s& dé mot phan phi tir hiu cung chip churong cong viée ngang hang, chi
so dén lic d6 khé ma trdm duge mdt Ian xuat cung an hai san, chuyén nay doi voi co Im ndi thie qua dau kho. Co thir trong tuong sao nay phai dan
mot doi nrong tir 16n 1én noi khué phong ra ngoai cung an hai san, ¢ da tan nat trude 1ol

Ngay mit mbi théang, i dém cb dinh trong sinh hoat vo chong ctia dé hau Pai Nguy. Hoang dé dén tim cung ctia hoang hau sinh hoat vo chdng xong, s&
Vvé tAm cung clia chinh minh dé ngu, tuyét khong c6 ngoai 16 — vi hoang dé ha khiic nay tai phurong dién d6 kha 1 tuan thi quy ¢t ¢b xua ciia Pai Nguy.
Trong vai dém c6 dinh rét d& thy thai d6, thai gidm & Kinh su phong [1] déu canh giit & bén ngoai va ghi chép lai.

Loai quy cti ndy, & trong it ¢6 thyc sur B qua bao thit. DO voi ¢6 ma n6i, nam nit hoan i a d€ hudng lac, khong can I vi sinh tix nhur viy. Nhung
ngudi dan ong cta ¢6 lai c6 quan niém hoan toan doi lp voi ¢6, hin so' minh miét mai qua dg, vi the gitt minh cyre ky nghiém khéc, ngay ca c6 ciing b
anh hudng. .. Nhung han van vi co ma pha 1€ mdt vai diéu nho, sau khi hoan ai két thic, s€ 6m cd, chd dén khi ¢d ngi roi mdi 16i di.

MSi khi nh& dén didu do, khoe miéng c6 déu cong kh& nhur cudi. Ly Dung Tri hin, van chua quén ring nim d6 c6 timg noi, ¢d rét thich cam gidc cling
han gan gfii da thit.

Nam trude hin Nam tudn mot chuyén ba thang, ¢6 6 lai chi tri triéu dinh, ciing khong thy hin mang vé mdt ¢ gai ndo, ngay ca bong dang con céi gi
ciing khong co.



Rét cude I hin khong dé thich mdt ngudi, hay 1 t6 ché cai quan hin qua chit, cho du thich mdt ngudi ciing khong chiu mang vé&?

C6 thity chung van khong hiéu, nhung cling khong vi chuyén ndy ma dong so tiy lo. Néu c6 mdt ngay héin thich ¢o géi khéc, trong long 6 chéic chin s
nam dugc, bdi vi, khdng c6 ngudi dan dng nao lai nhd ki tirng 101 tirmg chir ctia mt 6 gai minh khong yéu.

C0 hoan hon, nhin dong thu churong con chéit ddng trong khi gics da qué nira dém, hai mt thyrc chju khong ndi, nhin i, thiy héin con dang nhin chim
cham mot to tau chuong khong bd xuong.

Cb di dén, nhin vai an, bat thbt: “Sao lai thé nay? Hoan toan khac voi to vira roi than thiép m6i xem, khong phain6i, huyén Péc Khanh toan thé déu
khoe manh sao? Tai sao tinh trang tai wong lai tham khdc nhur thé?” C6 rit mdt t& thu chuong minh vira tom tit lai, mo ra trude mét hén dé so sanh.

Hin dap mot tiéng, mim cudi: “Hién nhién 1 c6 ngudi da lira dbi. TAu chuwong nay dé trinh ba lin, méi dén lan nay méi dén duoc tay ta.”

“A...” C6 nhe nhang 6m ngang hong hén, truyén cho hén chit st hre. C6 biét, lic ndy hén dang trong ngoai i bat nhit, bé ngoai cang mim cudi hoa nhd,
day long cang suc soi lira gidn. C6 nhin ngdn tay hén dang khé bau Ky mét ban, thim thd dai mot tleng, ndi: “BE ha, ¢6 nguoi o trleu dinh d4 chan thu
chwong nay dén tay t6i va ngii, cting quan vién & huyén Déac Khanh c6 quan hé, khong bang dé t6i dén huyén Péc Khanh xem r6t cudc 1 nhur thé nio?”
Hén ngén nguoi, nhin co.

C6 cudi ndi: “Bé ha xdy dung co nghiép chi moi bén nam, hién gios nhing ngudi tin nhiém déu cé chirc vu riéng, vo cung can kip, limsao ¢6 thé phan di
vao lic nay duoc? Chi con lai t6i ma thoi. Thirdng ngay t6i s¢ chia tranh nhiém cung bé ha, nhung tht ra van thyc khong quen voi cach xir sy t& nhi &
Pai Nguy, plnn 1on dai cuc déu i ngai ganh véc, néu cir tiép tuc nhu vay...” C6 nhe nhang v vé hai ma hén. “C6 thé da qua 1Ay, khong duoc nhur 101
hira ctia ngai d6i v6i t6i dao xua. Tir Jau t6i da mubn dén mdt chd ndo xa hoang cung mot chit, chinh rrgt tim hiéu Pai Nguy, dé som budc vao quy dao,
tr6 thanh hoang hu bé ha ‘danh pho ky thuc” (khong chi ¢6 danh ma con ¢ thue quyén). Huong chi, néu khong phéi toi qua tu tin, by gio nguoi bé ha
tin nhiém nhat [a Tir Pat, t6i di tan mét nhin thay, quay ve thudt lai, ngai tat nhién I3 s€ hoan toan tin twdng, phai vay khong?”

C6 chi 14 hoi tiéc nudi mot chit, di nnythangnay, chi so qua sdu nam ti suét thy thai da giam di nhleu, nhung c6 nght, ngdy d6 hén budc ¢ di cing con
durong voi han, ciing khong phai vi mudn ¢6 sinh con cho hin, ma I mudn ¢6 tré thanh tro thi déc e gip hén thong tri Pai Nguy.

Cb thoa miin hin I duoc.
Hén trAm ngAm mot lat.

Co lai n01 "TrLrO'c dai hon, Tur Dat ]ay hoang hau cua ba nuoc khac déso sanh, saul dal hon, Tu Dat la1 nghl, Dal Nguy chmh 12 Dai Nguy, ngay ca bé ha

......

Hén nghe vy, nhe giong néi:
“Bién phap ndy ctia ning rat hay, hai ngdy nita ta s& ké rd s tinh hon véi nang. .. Mt nang d6 hét Ién roi, nghi ngoi trude di.”

Khong biét c6 phai & do di chimg tring ddc nim d6 dé lai hay khong, khi thi lwc ¢ khong tot, cip mit s& do kn, by gidr cd qua i khong khoe thyc.
Co cuoi, dap mot ticng, dang dinh dimg ddy, han lai noi:

“Di thay cung trang trude di, dimg dé ngudi trong cung thiy ning con an méc nhur viy.”

C6 van ho hing cudi cudi: “Buoc.” C6 bude vao Nodn céc, khong phat hién ra hén rit o thu chuong nim dudi ciing én, néu ¢6 chéc da lai co diéu

suy nghi.

C6 che mdt cai ngap, rit mudn ndm lén truong thap (ghé dai nhur girong, glong truong ky) chop mét mot lat, nhung, ¢6 so hin ciing mét, mubn dén
Nodn céc nghi ngoi mdt chit, lai thiy c6 chiém chd nén s& tr6 lai phé duyét tiu churong,

C6 ¢6i ThAm y ra, nghién ctru xem cung trang phéi niic nhur thé ndo cho le, c6 ngudi bude vao Nodn céc, Ky cung trang tir tay ¢d, mim cudi ndi:
“Dé ta gitip nang,”

C6 quay dau, ho mot tiéng ngac nhién: “Bé ha, ngai c6 thoi gian dén gitip t6i, khong bing trd v& nghi mét mdt chit thi hay hon.”

Han cudi: “Ta van chua v&, xem tiu chuong cling mét 101, thoi thi dén day giup 1t viéc, xdc Tai tinh thdn mot chit.”

C6 a mdt tiéng. Bon bé finh mich, ¢6 cudi rang 1 tién 1én 6m Ky thit eng hdn, tyra méa vao trong 1ong hin.

Hin diu dang vudt vubt mai toc den 6ng ciia 0.

Cb nghi, day da 1a gio phit héin phong tiing ban than dén cure han,

C6 khong khoi tho dai bi ai, nghi nhur thé, van 1 an dAu tién hai krot ctia hin khién c6 nho i i khdng quén, tuy rang lic d4u khong duge dé chiu im,
nhung hén vi cau con ca nho I ¢6, homdo thyc sy da kim khong it hanh vi than mat dén ndi by gidr ¢6 nhd lai van con mét do tim dép.



Nhung sau khi ca n¥ic cAu, tai phuong dién nay hén hdu nhur tudn tha chit ché quy tic trong cung, ngiy thurdng ngi trén girong ngoai cung, mudn hon
hin, déu bi han lanh di.

Pay i mdt vi quén virong khong cho phép chinh minh di sai mt bud, tiét ché dén do co dém khéing dinh, di ¢ gi khom héin ciing s& khong ngu ngdc
dén do lam vao canh mé luyen nit sac hodc 1a luyén thude trudng sinh.

Cb cuoi, lui lai mot bude, két thic cai om am ap.

Hin thiy ¢ coi trungy, 10 ra tAm lung tran khoe manh, than sic khong hé c6 mot chit dyc niém, chi 1 anh mét hoi dimg lai chd ndt rudi son noi hong
¢6. Pua mit sang chd khac, 4m thim diéu chinh hoi thd, nhanh chéng gitip c6 thay cung trang.

“Lam phién b¢ ha,”” c6 hoi nghiéng v phia hiin, thiy cénh tay phéi héin hoi dong nhur mudn ngiin ¢6 lai, nhung lai kip thoi rit vé. C6 ngdm nghi trong chdc
lat, bung tinh, bat cuoi: “BE ha, khdng phai t61 muon ngudi, ma 1a da wira moi tiép xtic voi khi lanh, lai bat dau ngira.”

Hin nghe vy, khde mi¢ng cong Ién, 6n nhu néi: “Néu biét minh an cua s& d& bi nglra, vay an it mt chit di.”
“Aiz, khong con cach ndo khac, vira thay da mé, Tir Pat ¢6 chét ciing khong hdi cai.” C6 tho dai.

Khong con cach nao khang cur khong @n hai san, cho du toan thin ngira ngay.

Khong con cach nao khang cyr hin, cho di biét c6 khong phai 1 thién ha quan trong nhét héin dé trong long,
C6 ludn nhur vy, tira thiéu than lao dau vao lira, vinh vién khong biét dén tuyét vong,

Trudce khi di, c6 lai khong kImn(A)l~ ude ’mu(')n tham lam mudn 6m hén mdt chit. Han lai cho phép ¢6 trong mdt ngity 6m hai lin, con tir minh dura c6 ra
khéi ngy thur phong a? Qua 14 la lam dén nu'rc khién ¢6 hoi ngdy nguoi. Trude khi di co goi Lam T, néi nhd:

“Bén}nay bé ha c6 chut ngénngo, lai dang ban nglﬁdén’chlhh s, vi thé m6i mo mo mang mang theo ta dira. Néu cau co théy bé ha tinh thin khong t6t,
du the nao ciing phai khuyén ngai vao Noan cac chop méit mdt chut.”

Lam Ta dap vang, khé n6i: “Hoang hdu bé ha ciing di nghi ngoi sém di a, mét ngai da do hét lén roi.”

C6 mim cuoi roi di. Vai cung ni, thai giam xép hang budc theo ¢d trd vé& cung hoang hau. Pén chd ctra 18, c6 chot nhé t6i viée van chua Bm, dot ngdt
d6iy, vong qua tim cung kim long ctia han.

C5 di thing dén trude tAm binh phong dit bén canh long sang bé ha, sai nguoi dem but va murc dén, tiép tuc viét 1én tim binh phong da kin chit mot nira.
Cung ni¥ trong tAm cung Am thAm nhin nhau, tuy khong thé hiéu dugc cé gi hoang hiu bé ha lai viét miy thir d6 khong biét mét, nhung céc ¢6 nghi, nira
dém lai dén tim cung hoang thurong, chi . ... dén soi moi cdc 0, xemcac ¢0 clng voi hoang thuong ¢6 lam chuyén gi khong hop nghi I & sau lung
hoang hau khong, Péng tiéc, dém nay hoang thurong khong vé cung, vay 1 cong cc.

Tir Pat khong nging dau Ién, chi hoi:

“Dao nay khi bé ha rdi girong, ¢6 doc chir viét trén binh phong khong?”

Cung nit kinh cén dép: “Khi bé ha thay 4o, déu nhin binh phong, ¢6 liic long bao da miic t& chinh, van con it thoi gian, bé ha s& doc vai ln rdi moi roi di.”
C6 nghe vay, mim cuoi.

Tiéu thai gidm hai ngay trrde vira duoc didu dén lim viée cam dén dan dudng nhanh nhen noi:

“No tai hiéu rdi, hoang hiu b¢ ha dem nhiing I0i can gidn viét hét én binh phong, hoang thurgng khi rdi giwrong thay quén do, thir dau tién théy duge chic
chan 1a tam binh phong nay, moi ngay déu doc, duong nhién s&€ khong quén nhitng 1oi can gian d6.”

Tir Pat quay dau nhin thoang qua tiéu thai gidm ndy, mimg r& cudi noi:

“Tiéu cong cong ndy thire chu ddo, méi dén ding khong?”

Mat cau ta do ruc, ép ung néi:

“Da, Ia m6i dén. .. Pém nay I lan dau tién cdm dén gitip hoang hau bé ha hoi cung a.”

Co cm‘)i‘béo: “Bém nay ta théy trong tAu chuong c6 vai 1oi can gian, rat cam dong, thuin tién nhé lai. Hoang thurong tai vi moi chua duge bdn nim,
lrong than tuy nhi€u, nhung, ..” C6 mim cuoi dirng noi.

Luong than tuy nhidu, nhung s6 nguoi damméc k& cai dfiu trén ¢ ma tAu 101 can gian tan xwong thi qua that 1a khong nhiéu im, tir dau néu khong luyén
tap dtrc khoan dung 6 hrong, ngoi trén ngdi vi hoang d€ mot thoi gian, cudi cung s€ khong thé nghe thay 10i nao chan thue.



Bay gidr nhitng nguoi dam virt dau ma tau 1oi can khong nhiéu Jim ciing khong sao, dé co dén, doi dén khi triéu than hiéu diroc vi thién tir ngdi trén long y
d6 1a minh quan dang gia phung su, dén lic do, c6 s€ lui ve.

C6 nghi, Ly Dung Tri ¢6 y mubn ¢6 gitip hiin di con dwong ndy, ciing i chim ¢b & diém do.

Con nita, 6 cam thy long da ctia thién tir twa hd lubn mang chit tan nhan troi sinh, Ly Dung Tri d& mo hd ¢6 khuynh huéng ndy, di réng xay dung Pai
Nguy tr6 nén cuong thinh, nhung néu quan chi khu khur ¢6 chap, khong ngudi can gian, sur cuong thinh d6 ciing khong cach nao ton tai lau dai. Cho
nén, lic ¢d doc st saich Nam Lam c6 mdt doan nhu vy, 1p tirc bat chudec — tuy rang tac phong nhu vy & Nam Lam chi duy tri dugc trong mit the
hé€ mnh quan.

May mi Ly Dung Tri thy ciing khong n6i gi, chi mbi ngay déu doc qua mdt lan nhitng hang c6 viét.

Tiéu théi gidm Kia thyrc rét to mo, thiy vi hoang héu nay hién lnh, bao gan hoi: “Cing khong bét budc démnay phai vit, tai sao hoang hu bé ha lai
muon dén vao démmnay a?”’

C6 cudidap: “Boivi dén gior hoang thurgng van con 0 ngur thr phong xem tAu churong, ta c6 chit khong mudn ngi trude, khong bang lai ddy viét miy
dong nay, dé sang sém ngay mai hoang thugng c6 theé doc duoc.”

Céc cung nit khé trao ddi anh niit voi nhau mdt cai, cti dau xubng.

Dénkhl viét xong, thi hrc ¢6 da nhoe han, dua tay Ién bung doi mét do nre, nghi ¢6 thue khong thé ndo gitp hdn nita. C6 ra khoi tim cung ciia hdn, vira
trd lai 161 r&, chi thay déang trrde sang choang anh den, Ly Dung Tri va c6 mit doi miit voi nhau

Hién thiy hai méit ¢6 do dén kho nhin, chan may vo thirc nhiu lai. “Bay gior moi v&2”°

“Da.” C6 cudi: “Toi dén chd bé ha xem co cai gl cb thé bt gian duoc khong.”

May théi gidm phia sau Ly Dung Tri tit thay déu bién séc. Vi hoang hiu mét den dén tir TAy Huyén ndy qua nhién 1 khong dé choc. ..
Hén cuoi, nhung lai dimg thing khong nhiic nhich.

Tir Pat lai 6m it mot lt, cudi n6i: “Thir 19i cho thiép thén khong thé boi tiép, bé ha xin vé& sém di thdi.” Liic ¢6 di et qua bén canh héin, dot nhién bi
hén giit chit lai

C5 kinh ngac nhin hin. Han 6n nhu ndi: “Thi luc nang khong t5t?”

“C6 mot chit.”

Hin cudi, ¢oi 4o choang xudng khodc 1én ngudi ¢d. “Hoang hdu ¢6 can trim dua nang trd vé?”
C6 ngdy nguoi.

“Da?”

“Thé... Bé ha khong mét sao?”

“Liic chang vang an t banh bao hai san, di b cho da day dé chiu ciing tht.”

Miéng ¢6 khong gidu duge khé cong Ién, n6i: “Vay lam phién bé ha dura, t6t hon dé cung nit dén dudng tr vé.” Thye sy kim khong ndi long tham, lai
thém mot cau: “Neéu b¢ ha dua vé tdi noi mét moi, co thé nghi lai & cho t6i mot lat.”

Guong mit tun 1 ctia Ly Dung Tri 10  cudi, d& ly mdt bén ciia ¢0, quay dau nhin thodng qua vién thai giam di theo hén. Théi gidm kia lp tirc hicu y,
nhanh chdng quay lai truyén cho thai giam Kinh sy phong nhéd k§ chuyén phong the ctia hoang thirong dén tam cung hoang hau.

Hén & vi tri ndy da bon ndm, hai nim dau hoang hiu bé ha thinh thoang lai dap dd quy cit thong thuong, ngoai ngdy sinh hoat vo chdng cb dinh, ¢4 con
dong tam co, yéu cau hoang thuong dén tAm cung ctia ¢6. Nhung méc ké ¢6 ¢6 tim co dén bao nhiéu, mot thang hoang thurong chi phé 16 nhiéu nhét hai
lan, khong bao gios nhidu hon nira.

Ban dau hin ctr twong 13 tring hop, nhung sau d6 dén Kinh sy phong thiy ghi chép lai, hai ndm, mot thang chi nhiéu hon hai lan, tuyét d6i khong co
ngoai I6. Vivay, khong phai la hoang hau da thanh cong trong viéc me hodic bé ha, la ma tir thin bé ha chi cho phép minh phong tiing nhur vy hai lan
thoi. Vi dé vurong tré tudi nay 6 Iuc khiic ché thue t6t, khac voi cc hoang dé trude rat nhidu, hén nghi thé.

Mai cho dén hai néim iy, hoang dé bé ha cang ban biu, ngoai trix ngdy sinh hoat vo chong ¢ dinh thi di nghi som, thoi gian con lai déu cing hoang héu
thirc démlo quoc sy, hoang hau bé ha khi khong thirc ndi nita s€ di ngti sém hon mot chut, ciing khdng thdy hoang hau bé ha ¢d y mé hozc bé ha Ian

nao.

Miaii dén dém nay.



Khong chi hén ¢6 chit nghi ngo, ngay ca Tir Pat cting v cung kinh ngac, nhung ¢6 ciing khong hoi thém khi van may da vao tay. C6 cudi hi hi, nhw con
meo con chuan bi trdm mieng thit, Ién licc han mdt cai, gap han thi dém nay c6 khd ngl cong thém hung phan bimg birng nita roi.

Ly Dung Tri d4p lai ci nhin kia ciia ¢6, biét tong trong 1ong ¢ dang nghii ci gi, khoe mbi cong cong, trong dng c6 mdt sy sung sudng nhe, p tire cit
budc di.

Lai nhin dén hai mat ¢6, hoc mit d6 ruc nhur da mét moi qua do, hin lai cam théy thwong tiéc. .. tim lai bdi ri ngon ngang. Han chot thiy ky la, 10 rang
da gilt ¢6 bén ngudi, vi sao minh con cd thé. ..

Anh sang mo mo chiéu t6 ¥ thire ctia Ly Dung Tri. Hén kh& nhuéng it nhin 4nh nén len qua tim rém giudng day cop.

Thén thé mén} mai trong 1ong hoi gidt minh, hin hoan hép, 14p tirc phét hién ban thin dang nim nghiéng trén girong, ngudi trong ong dang xoay lung vao
han ma ngl. Anh dén nay Iap tirc lam anh huong dén giac ngu ctia ¢d.

Lic hai nguroi 6m nhau di vao gidc ngi, van con c6 chit nong buc, ’chiéc chin mong chi dép ngang hong, phén trén co thé tran trui nghiéng qua mot bén.
Han khong theo ban ning dap lai cho cd, ma chi che mit ¢ lai, chin di anh nén sang,

C6 1am bam mdt tiéng, ki lai gan, 6m théit hrng ctia hén, vili vao 1ong hén ngi tiép. Ngii mot I, ¢6 lo mo ndi: “Dung Tri...”
Khée miéng hén chot cong Ién: “UY”
C6 lai amir mot vai tiéng khong 13, nang doi mét van con buon ngl nhin hén. “Bé ha phéi di rdi sao?”

... Lai thanh bé ha sao? Hén vén méi toc dai c6 doi chd amuét ciia ¢d, kéo chéin dép lai, che khudt tim hung trén.

R rang man girdng c6 rem day t6i miu che kin, nhung thai gidm dimg ngoai girdng c6 thi hre rét tt, trong anh dén md mo khong to ¢6 thé mang ming
thiy duoc dang ngudi mo hd.

Binh thirdng hén toan ngu & bén ngodi, ngan tht thay anh sang cing 4nh mat, dém nay khong biét thé ndo lai ngi & phia trong nii dén g0 Binh thurong
hén s ngi quén, canh bén da goi thai giam tir ngoai khé khang bude vao d6t dén, dén khong duoc qué sang, tranh anh hudng dén gide ngi hoang hau.
Dao trude ¢d vira thiép ngi héin da tinh gidc, dém nay ngay ca c6 ciing tinh day theo.

Hin thiy c6 dinh budng long vong 6m, khong hiéu sao lai chot da, kéo canh tay ctia ¢6 dén trén lung minh. “Van chura dau, dém nay thép dén qua som,
tat di.”

Bdng chdc, anh sang tat ngdm, thai gidm rén ra ron rén lui ra ngoai.

“Be ha, gio' moi la canh ba 4? Bém nay thue la dai. .. Ubc gi ngiy ndo ciing dai nhu vy, thi thit tt. . .” Giong ndi ciia ¢d c6 chit mo hd khong rd, nhur
dang con vudng vat nira tinh nira me.

Ciing phéi, c6 moi thiép ngi khong dugc bao lau. Han nghi

Lic hén tr¢ minh trén nguoi ¢6, nghe thdy c6 kinh ngac néi: “Bé ha lim ca cudi nita sao, thure diing méinh nha, con mudn luan phién dai chién nira. ..”
Bén khi han nhich t6i mép girong, lai nghe thay c6 thi thao tur noi: “Hoa ra bé ha lam ca cudi cling nhur vy, rat bao ton thé luc...”

Hién nghe vay, bat cudi, trong mot Kkhéic ngfin ngii lai quyét dinh nghe theo wéc mubn ban than, kéo 6 vao trong long. Con mdt It nita moi dén canh
bén, chd ¢6 ngi1 yén rdi hén roi di ciing khong mudn.

“_..Bé ha dmnay wét dam...”
«,.. U6t dam?”

“MOG hoi lanh?” C6 Ay tay che mot cai ngdp, tir tir nhim hai it dang chia vao long ngyc rin rin md hoi knh lanh ctia hdn. “C6 phai ki gip ac mong hay
khong?” P6i chan thon dai tién vao gitta hai chan ctia hén, da thit gan giii, tir chi quén quyt.

Ac mdng? Khong hiéu sao, hin lai gidt minh mot lan nita.

“Liic néy hinh nhur t0i cling gip 4c mong...” C6 ndi kiéu khong dé ¥ “Ciing a dc mng y i, gior thi t0i khong nho rd Fim, nhung t0i doén, | do qué
met moi, ban d&m nammo de thay diéu khong hay.”

“Tir Pat, nang nh6 k§ lai xem, nang thAy gi trong mng?”” Han on nhu hoi, théty ¢6 khép miit budn ngu, tuy rét khong danh long, nhung vén hoi khé mot
lan nita bén tai co.

C6 lai bimg tinh ddy, cuoi dap: “Lamsao than thiép nhd 16? C6 khi b tAu chuong dé O;én suy sup gap ac mong ciing nén. ... Toi nghil ngoi mot Iat, mudn
hoa thanh dieu hgiu bay V€ phia xa xa, t6i doan la luc trude o thu phong bé ha da néi dén chuyén 0 huyén Pac Khanh, dém mdi cé diem mong thé nay,
nhung sao ¢6 thé hda thanh mdt chii chim bay khép Pai Nguy, lic d6 i goi Puong Quy. .. O...” Puong Quy khong phai 1a ngudi dudi truedng ctia Tir
Hoi1 sao? Thuc khéo nha.



Hén hoi do nguoi ra.

‘6Bé m?’?

“Sau d6 thi sao? Nang ndi la 4c mdng, ta van chua nghe dugc dén chd dc mdng ma.” Hin diu dang hoi.

“Nho khong 10, chi biét a da rit hoang so. .. A, nghe n6i Thién tir néimmo déu la diem dodn trude....” Cam giée ngudi dan dng bén canh chot climg do
¢6 mim cuoi nham mit, ngira dau hon lén camhan. “B¢ ha khong can lo king, mic dii ngudi khong nhé duoc, nhung chéc chian d6 khong phai la ac
mong gy ton hai dén Dai Nguy déu. Nhimg ndm gin day, tam huyét ciia nguoi di voi Pai Nguy t6i déu thiy rét 15, lim sao lai ¢6 chuyén gi duoc. Hay

1a thé nay di, bé ha, néu qua thue mdng kia c6 lién quan dén thién ha Pai Nguy, Tir Pat nguyén vi bé ha ma phén uu, Tir Dat thay mit bé ha nhan ly két
qua cua con mong d6.” C6 cuoi.

“_.. Png n6i bay.” Han ép giong.
C6 thuan miéng rm mot tiéng, dui vao trong dng hén tiép tuc gidc ndng, kéo canh bdn hidn da di mt, c6 ngi mdt minh ciing chéng ¢6 gi d& chiu.

Co thiém thiép ngii, chi cam thiy cai gbi nay Omkhong thoai méi nh binh thuong, khi thi lanh ngit luc ]al w6t ddm, co Am bam: “Bé ha, lanh qua.” Co
von dinh i ra, nhung sirc hre bén héng 6 van rét manh mé niu ¢6 lai, tiép tuc giit ¢6 trong vong 6m “amuét” d6.

“U, rét lanh.” Han lo dang d4p 1oi.

.. B¢ ha, ngai c6 thure sy nghe 61 ndi chuyén khong vay? Co khe th dai mot tiéng trong long. Néu da “ddng sang cong chim’ van suy nghii d¢én thién ha
ctia hén, c6 qua thire ¢6 didu. .. tiéc nudi.

Nhung mé, tai sao dém nay héin lai rong rong md hoi lanh? Khong phii 1 bi phong hén rdi chir? Théi y van thudong déu diin kiém tra co thé héin, khong
thé nao lai xay ra van dé gi, vay chac 13 bi &c mdng doa nén mdi vay?

Cai thé loai 4 mdng gi ¢6 thé doa vi bé ha bét phong xuy bét dong ny dén ra md hoi lanh nhi? Tir Pat thim ngh, lin dau cam thiy bj om trong long
nguoi nay 1a cuc hinh hang nhat.

Péu 6¢ ¢6 ning triu, méi dén khi nghe duroc ¢6 ngudi noi nhod: “Bé ha, da qua canh bbn...”
Pi qua canh bdn rdi sao? That ki khé nha. C6 cam giac duoc ngudi trude mit kéo chin qua boc ¢ thanh mdt bo thit k¥, moi khé khang xudng giurong,

Binh thurong truée khi hén di ¢6 d4 ngii say, ¢ ciing khong biét hin chu d4o can than dén thé. Chi dang tiéc i khong thé ciing c6 ng thing dén lic vao
tricu.

C5 khép ho mit, trd minh, cam gide duge anh nén lai ke 16i sang tr lai.
“Tét di.” Ly Dung Tri thay quén 4o, thip giong béo. “Liic ra ngoai hily cam dén.”
“ .. Dtmg tit.” C6 md miéng, khan khan néi: “Toi co xudng giwrdng ciing d& hon mot chit.”

Hién di dén canh girdng, quay dau lai nhin thi giam mot cdi, nguoi dimg sau lap tirc cti i du, hdn moi vén 1én mjt goc rém dang budng, gan nhu ghé vao
girong dé nhin, Tir Pat v6i bo vai dé tran nho nho, méi toc dai che mit hon phan nira khuon mét. Hén si ngdc chiam chém nhin mdt khoanh khdc, cuoi
hoi: “Khong ngli sao?”

“Van con hoi mét mot chiit, nhung muén nhanh nhanh dén troi sang dé ra ngoai cung an diém tm. T6i hom qua nghe ndi ¢ gian hing mdi md ban chéo
ca ngon lam, t6i muon dén d6 ném thir.”

Gan day c6 phai sb lan ¢o Xgét cung tim dd an ngon cang lic cang nhiéu? Chan nan vai cude sdng khong chit thi vi trong cung sao? Ly Dung Tri bat
dong than sac, chi khe gat dau.

“Hom nay nang khong cn vao triéu sém dau.” Hin quay lai, n6i vi vién théi gidm ndly gio vin khong d4m nging dau lén. “Ra ngoai goi cung nit vao
day.”

“Dig.” C6 n6i, giong nhe nhur khéng, “Toi lai mudn ndm mdt chit. . . Dén khi mii hoan ai ctia bé ha va t6i tan hét, dé ho vao ciing khong muon.”

Ly Dung Tringhe Yay, g:ém théy cO6 mot chit vui vé dé@ VO‘l ¢0. Khoe miéng hoi cong cong, not: “Puoc.” Anh sang mo mo, lai thém mai toc den nhur nmure
cta ¢0 da che di hau hét khu6n mit, cho nén khong bict bay gio mit ¢ c6 g hong hay khong, nhung tam trang han da thoai mai, giip ¢6 budce lai rem
girong, cui mat nhin ban tay chinh minh.

Hin khong nh6 16 hén da thiy gi trong 4c mdng, chi biét trong mdng minh da dura tay trai vé trude nhu mudn nim gitr cai gi. . . Hai tay trai phéi ciia hén
déu c6 thir coi trong, trén Iong ban tay phai 3 muc tiéu da dinh tir thoi thiéu nién, ca doi déu vi nd ma sdng, khong dé tAm téi chuyén tinh cam, chi toan
tam toan y cho n6 ma thoi; trén long ban tay tréi. . . ban dau chi i ngiu nhién nhin nd, trong long chot mém di, khong ngd sb 1n ctii dAu ngim n6 cang lic
cang nhiéu. Han c6 ging de nén loai hoang hot khong kiém soat duoc trong long ndy, ciing biét ring ban thin da kiém ché rat t6t, nhung, trong chp
mit, no tir trong tay hin vd canh bay di, cho du héin rudn hét stre minh, lao v& phia n6 ciing khdng thé ndo bét lai duoc. ..



Hién trAm tw mdt lat, quay lai nhin bong ngudi 4n hién sau rém giudng,

Khong phéi ngui ta throng ndi, sau khi chia fia s& nhé dén toan nhitng diém tot cia dbi phurong, tuéng niém i cang dé dang phét sinh, khong thé kiém
che, khong bang dem nguoi trong long no gitt & bén canh, moi ngdy nhin thay nang, tinh cdm cé theé duy tri nhur lic dau, néi khong chirng cang lau s€ trd
nén khong con mai la, ¢6 1oi cho chinh minh sao?

Hin lai thiy bong nguoi dang ndm sau rém girong chot cir dong, than thé co tron lai nhu con tom. Tir trude hdn da dé y ¥, khi ¢6 ngia mot minh, luon bat

tri bat gidc dura minh vao trang thai phong bi. .. Sau nidm trude khi hin dem c6 e d6 dau 6¢ dang c6 van dé tir Tay Huyén ra, & trén xe ngua ¢d ngi

ciing dé phong nhur vay, dén bay gio van con chura stra duoc sao?

Néu la vo chéng binh thurong, vi hén phu chic i nén dém dém 6n long ctia ¢6, khién ¢ khong dén ndi khong c6 cam gidc an toan nhur thé? Hin hoi do
du, lai nghi dén 4c mong lic ndy. ..

Ching qua. ... chi A mong thoi.

Hiéin khong hé ngap ngimg, budc ra khoi tm cung ciia cd.

Tir Pat lai nga mot lat nita, moi dudi ngudi viron vai, thay trung y, khép miét lim dim vén mn 1én, nhdc chan son xudng giwdng. Toi hom qua ¢d da cham
vao chan hin, quin quyt gan giii ciing hiin nita. . . Ban chan hdn kha to, kha dep, ngudi Dai Nguy 1 ¢6 trén chan con ¢ seo nita, thiét tinh . .. so sanh
v6i hin thi thua ranh ranh,

Nhé dén hai cp chan ti qua, ¢6 cudi hip mét, nhung sau do nét cudi chot cimg do.

C6 cti dau, chu ¥ t6i anh nén dang khong ngimg 1ap Ibe rung rinh, 1im cho béng t6i trén mit dt ciing chuyén dong theo.

Cira s6 diing a khong khép kin, nhung, ching 18 gi6 lai 16n nhur vay?

Long ¢ thoang qua mdt chit nghi ngd, ngAng dau, chim rdi dao niit khip bdn pha.

Pham vi xa nhét 4nh dén ¢6 thé chiéu t6i dugc, chinh 1 canh cira kia. Khi anh nhin ¢6 dua t6i trudc cira, thiy ¢ bong ngudi mo hd dimg & do. ..
Cong cong ndo lai dimg d6 van chua di?

Ch6p it mdt cai, ¢o phat hién ngudi no than sic xanh dam, mau dinh dy mét, bo truong bao Tay Huyén khoac trén ngudi rach rudi ta toi.

“Tha fish?” C6 1am bam, mit hoi mo to ra.

Tién Ién mot bude, c6 tap trung nhin lai lAn nira —

Trudce cira khong nguoi.

Tir Pat von khong phai 1 nguoi d& bi kinh hii, séc mit ¢6 khong chit thay d6i, nhic chan bude dén cira, ddy ra. Lan gié dém rét thdu xwong Uia vio,
thoi mai toc dai clia c6 phat pho bay.

“Hoang hau bé ha!” Cung nit va thai giam déu da dumg ngoai cira.

“,... Céc ngudi & chd nay doi da bao lau?”

“Khi hoang thugng roi di da bao ching t6i trong coi bén ngoai nay, chd hoang hau goi.”

“U...” C6 cudi dap: “Tot roi, déu vao di.”

Lai noi, da thye lu khong nh t6i this finh, khong phai k kiéu ngay ¢6 diéu suy nghif nén dén dém niim mong, Déng vé kia ctia thi finh. .. ]2 cénh hudng bi
thict & trong nguc ma hom dé c6 da tan mat thay. Nhung ma, wira roi hinh nhur thd finh mudn n6i cai gj, ngay céan ludi ty tan cau gi cling thot khong nén
1o

Vira rdi khi Ly Dung Tri di ra ngodi, chéic héin k khong phét hi¢n thiy. Newdi ta béo, Thién tir thy ma quy  diém xéu, may mén & ¢6 gip, th finh timg
12 ngudi than thiét ctia ¢6, chic chan s& khdng hai c6, cho nén khong hé gi.

Ciing c6 thé khong phai 1 ma quy...
Nhung. ..
Néu khong phai ma quy, ciing khong phai i ngdy c6 diéu suy nghii nén dén dém niim mdng, vy con c6 thé 1 cai gi?

Mot thang sau, huyén Pic Kharh—



Du6i chén mém nhil, Tir bat lap tirc cam thay than minh curc nhanh bj wii Ip. C6 chua bao gid hoc qua khinh cng, chi theo ban nang vuron tay phai ra
0 tim lay mot thir gi @6 d€ niu minh lai, nhung hoan toan khong c6 gi. ..

Nhitng dén ching, thi v¢ dimg ctng mot chd véi co cting roi xubng khong thé kiém sodt, da vun trén vach nii am é}mdé dén, ¢6 con chura kip ha miéng
kéu ctry, ké dirng sat c6 nhat da ngdl vao ngudi o, tiéng hét hai hing dén lac giong déu bi am thanh cta da lin nudt tron.

Amam, dm am!

“Pumg hoang sg...”” C6 chi kip n6i ra ba chit nay, da thiy da chat che khuét 4nh myt troi khoi tam mit.

T4i den nhu mure.

... Bé ha, chi e Tir Pat khong thé lai theo ngai di tiép.

... Puong cuta t6i, da dut roi.

“... Cai g?” Ly Dung Tri chdm rdi dimg déy, nhin vién ky binh dang rap nguoi trén dat.

Thai giam trong Ngyr thur phong toan b déu khong dam thd, tron méit nhin ngudi linh phong trdn mét moi dang béo tin kia.
Thi vé deo dao Lam Td dimg ngoai cira ciing nhin vao bén trong, mét md 16n, khong thé nio tin ndi.

“Nguoi, ndi lai mt lan nita, vira roi trAm van chura nghe 13.”

“Bam hoang thirong, huyén Péc Khanh miy ngay lién mura to khong dirt, nii da sup d6, hoang hau bé ha. .. sing som nay, lic thin rdi di, vin chura tim
duoc hoang hdu bé ha...”

Loi diirt, khong khi Bing phéc.
Ngon tay Ly Dung Tri gb g6 nhe mit ban, khuon mit tudn nhd cuc ky binh tinh, 6n hoa hoi: “O Dong Sinh dau?”
“Than khong biét ngudi ndy, nhung nhitng ngudi di cing hoang hiu bé ha trong chuyén thi sat, hon phn nira déu da bi chén vii.”

“.... Thét khong?” O Pong Sinh khong chiu nhn mbt chitc quan ndo & Pai Nguy, khong c6 ai biét cling |y chuyén c6 thé xéy ra. Ly Dung Trj trim ngim,
mot 1t sau ning mit 1én nhin, thai gidm cung nit trong ngu thu phong déu 1ap cap run ry, ky binh quy trén mét dat da ti tich mo hoi.

Hzn hoi nghi hoic, lai thiy Lam Tt dimg ngoai cira nhin thing vao. Khoe miéng hén hoi gon lén:

“Lam Ty, cau vao day.”

Lam T voi vang bude dén. Vo ngy thu phong, cau lAp tirc quy xudng, nhe giong hoi:

“Be ha, ¢6 cin phai nguoi dén huyén Pic Kharh?”

“Chéc chan phai vay. Céc ngwoi lui xudng trude ca di”

Sau khi thai giam, cung ni¥ cling ngudi ky binh kia yén king roi di, Lam T lai thp giong ndi:

“B¢ ha, vira rodi ngudi da suy nghi sudt mdt nén nhang”

* Tam 15 phit.

Ly Dung Tri ngén ra. Suy nghf sudt mdt nén nhang? Hén lai trdng chi moi mot lat, kho trach ky binh kia lai c6 chit so hai.
Hiéin suy nghf c4i gi? Han nhé lai, nhung am sao ciing khong thé biét dugc dén 6t ciing 14 vira rdi minh da nghi ngoi nhitng gi
“BS hg?”

Hién liéc v& phia Tién Lam Tu, king yén mot hdi, mdi ndi:

“Namd6 ta & Tay Huyén, ki Tién Lam Té c4u tyr thinh thanh chi, cuing ta di qua. Minh Nguyét cting cam nguyén lén vao Tay Tam Lau lam mot tiéu quan
khong ban thin. Hai ngurdi xem nhur nhiing ké ta tin cay nhat...”

“Thn nguyén ctng Minh Nguyét tu minh t6i huyén Pic Khanh mdt chuyén, chc chén s& dem hoang hau b¢ ha tr& V&’

‘Néu nang khong chiu tré vé... Cau hily n6i cho nang dy, bon namqua ta chua hé nghiém tic thyre hanh wéc mudn ciia nang, mdt long chi mudn phat
trién Pai Nguy dén thinh virong nhur Iic xura, sau khi nang trd v€, ta chac chan s€ lam theo 101 nang ay, gia cham hon so véi nang, song 1au hon so véi
nang, cu. .. nhd khuyén nang nhi€u mot chit.”



Lam Ta quy trén mat dét, ngay ca dau ciing khong dam ngimg, Hai ban tay chéng hai bén khong ngimg run rdy, khoe miéng cting run run, doi it thanh
ti img hong Tir nho dén ém, cu chua bao g0 gip duge nguoi nao bida JAp m c6 thé con sdng di ra, bé ha lim sao khong biét? Lam thé nao khong
biét? Bt ké 1a & Pai Nguy hay Tay Huyén, déu khong thé gip duroc ngudi nhur vy.
R& rang néu mang v& dugc. .. chi ¢6 thé 1 xéc chét, bé ha lai ra lénh cho cau nhur vy, cau ¢6 thé 1am thé nao?

.. Né&i long ctia bé ha, da dugc thanh minh sao?
Céu khong dam hoi, cang khong damnoi, than sic hodng hét khi bé ha chot nghe thy Tir Pat bi vii lp, so voi mudi nam truée bé ha con nhd nghe tin
vé sur phu thi g10ng nhau nhur dtc. Mt nhu tring khuyét, khoe miéng kh& cong, thoat nhin rd rang I dang cudi, nhung tat ca tinh cam trong it déu vun

nét, rong toac dén ndi khong bao gior gip duge mdt tia yéu mén ndo nira.

Cau biét, ngay ca cau va Minh Nguyét, bé ha cting khong cach ndo tin twdng hoan toan. Khong phai cac ciu khong dang tin cdy, mi la canh ngd lic bé
ha con thicu nién, da khién ngai khong the toan tim toan y tin trdng mdt nguroi

Chi co6 Tir Pat la ngoai €.
Nay, bé ha dem chuyén niy giao cho cau, 1 da tuyét ddi tin twong ciu va ning hre ctia cau. .. Nhung, cau khong dam néi théng! Thre s khong dam!
Lam Tu nghen giong ndi:

“B¢ ha, chic ngdi nhd 15 Vién Vién dai sur & Tay Huyén timg n6i hoang hdu bé ha mot doi binh thuan, ngudi nhét dinh, nhét dinh 1 binh an vo su. Toi va
Minh Nguyét, chac chan s€ dem duoc hoang hiu bé ha trd ve.”

“Dling vdy. .. Dlng vdy. ... Tram cho tin ctia c4u. .. Néu nang van khong chiu quay trd vé, kiém ké lira nang ciing duoc. . . Ctr ndi trim bénh néing, ép
nang tré vé gap mit tram lan cuoi.”

“Than. .. tuan chi.”
“C6 tin tirc ctia O Ddng Sinh, tire khiic quay v& bim bao. Xuit phat ngay di.”

Ly Dung Tri chdmréi ngdi xuong ghé, v thirc nhin vé phia khoang khong bén canh. Han nh6 16, mdt dém trude khi Tir Dat di, ¢6 van con ngdi sét canh
hén xem tAu churong, méi dén khi moi nét moi di nghi.

Tat ca moi chuyén, ¢6 déu lay han lam trong, Ay Pai Nguy lam trong, thuc hop y cia hén. Tinh thin the hre hén déu dat tai tneu chinh, quay dau thy ¢o
ngdi do, tirc khiic day long diu yén. Trong long ¢6 cd, lién cam thay con duong ndy ciing khong dén ndi kho di, khong dén ndi co doc nhu vay. Mic du
ciing ¢ khi hin mét moi, nhung c6 s& tir phia sau 6m By hin, dé hin c6 chd dya ma nghi ngoi mot lat.

Hin... nghi dén hai muroi niim sau, ba muoi nim sau, mim rrﬁng hin g‘ieo 6 DPai Nguy da thinh virgng manh khée, khong con lo ]élng giniia, dén luc d6
hén 1a Thai thuong hoang, c6 1a Thai hau, khi d6, han s€ vi ¢ ma tha ho phong ting. Pem cude ddi con lai ctia chinh minh gjao hét cho c6, ta on phu trgr
cua c6 sudt duong,

.. Hoa ra, con ngudi ta von yéu 6t nhur vdy.

Namdo, khi méu phi mét, hén chi cam thiy nhu mot tAm hrdi to' den ngdm phd thién céi dia (trai khéip troi che kin dat) up xubng, tir d6 vé sau, hdn chi
c6 thé di vao con dudng mau phi da chon hra cho han kia.
Su phu tur sat bude hén tiép tuc di, han chi thay méu ctia su phy chdy loang xudng duong cia han. .. Bé khong trd thanh ngudi nhu phy hoang, vi khong

cho Ly Dung Tri tr¢ thanh qun virong hd dd trong str séch, hén cure ky than trong, khit khe voi chinh minh. .. Bay gio, dbi sang Tir Pat sao? Dé Tir Pat
nhiém huyét trén duong han di?

Hén d6t nhién thiy to tAu chiong dudi cing trén ban, gio tay cdm dén, dung 14 tAu churong vé nap phi ma ngaty d6 Tir Pat da timg xem qua.

Hai dém trude khi c6 di, hén ding bit 1bng viét trén cudn tiu chuong “Khong thé khong c6 mot, khong thé khong duy nhit”, lap tirc aé vao chd cil, chd
¢6 khong chiu dugc di lay. Hai dém, chi duy hai dém ngoai I héin ¢ tm cung ctia ¢6 ngi lai dén canh bén, nhur vy tin tirc s& truyén ra, tat nhién ching
than hiéu duoc tAimy cta hin véi Hoang hau.

Hai dém d6, ¢ mimg ry khong gidu giém, | tim hén nhur nhiin ra dén mitc that dau. Néu B v chong binh thudng, ¢6 can gi phéi ngin hén ha khic véi
ban than minh nhu vay? Mot démdo. .. Mot dém do néu han thang than ndi cho c6 bi€t, ba muroi nim sau doi lai han boi thuong cho ¢d, ligu, liéu ¢d c6
bang long tro vé?

Long ban tay dau rat, hén lic ndy m6i hoan hon, phat hién tAu chuong trong tay da bi vo nat. VHén nhin quanh, phat hién khong biét tu khi ndo trong ngy
thu phong da toi den nhu mure, bén ngoai phong dén dudc sang trung. Khdng ¢d y chi ctia han, khong ai ddm budc vao phong dot dén Ién.

Pa 161 161 sao?

“May gios r6i?”” Han mo miéng, lai thiy giong minh khéan dc.



Bén ngoai lp tirc co ngudi quy xudng, run giong dap: “Bé ha, da qua gio Ty.”
Gid Ty? Hén nhé tir budi chiéu biét tin, ngay trdi thire nhanh, dao niit da i, ngiy thurong chinh sy dén dap ban biu, Bm thoi gian b gac sang mot bén.
“B¢ ha, ngai van chua ding bira. ..”

Ngay thurdng dii c6 khong mudn an, ciing phéi an. Han dinh 1én tiéng tra 104, lai quay dau thdy ¢6 gai xinh dep da banh mét ngdi bén canh than nhién cuoi
noi:

“Bé ha, ltic chang vang t6i xuat cung thay duoc quan banh bao hai san nay, rat vira miéng, vi the dem Ve mdt it cho bé ha. Long tric ndy t6i luon ludn giir
sat bén nguoi, trén dudng mang vé déu dat trong tam niit, bé ha ¢6 thé yén tim dimg.” C6 cin mdt miéng, cudi: “Nhin nay, khong sao dau.”

M3t hin thoang chut swong nu1, dap: “Puoc, ta an, ta van mubn n6i véi nang, vé sau dung thir doc trude nhur thé nita, néu nang tring ddc, béo ta... lam
sao bay giv? Nang, tré vé som mot chut di.”

Vién B bao ¢6 mdt doi binh an thuan loi, chic chén 13 vo sw. Chic chin 1 vo su.

Cho duinhe On Vu Y ndi, binh an vo sur cua co, tht ca déu 1 do nhitng ngudi bén canh ¢6 liéu mang bao vé, vay thi, O Ddng Sinh & do, chi can O
Pong Sinh con song, Tur Pat lién c6 mot tia hy vong.

Néungay ca O Pdng Sinh ciing da chét, vy...

“Tir Pat, ta chd ning trd vé.”

[1]: Kinh su phong: noi chuyén lo viée phong the cho hoang dé.
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Chuong 14

— Hoang hdu bé ha, hoang hdu b¢ ha. ..

Nhitng tiéng £0i lién tyc vang dén, danh thirc than trf cta ¢o. C6 cudn minh trong dAt, vii mit vao hai dau géi, toc dai xda xuoi bao quanh, mii khong
xuat hién hoi thd, ngay ca xic giac ciling khdng cd, chi moi thinh giac ton tai.

— Hoang hau bé ha ¢ d6 ding khong?
.. Aithé?
— Hoang hau bé ha! Ngudi co nghe thiy t6i ndi khong?

Amthanh kia mat lanh tira mot dong bang tuyen (subi bang) 6 Bai Nguy. Ly Dung Tri timg n6i, trong inh thd Pai Nguy chd gin Bic Buong c6 mbt noi
14 d4u ngudn ctia bang tuyén, c6 thé kéo dai tubi xuan, co rat mudn dén do, dang tiéc mdt doi ndy Am hoang hau, khong c6 cach nio tn it thiy dugc.

C0 6, khi d6 hén chi kin déo mim cuoi, ni: “Chuyén ndy ciing rét khé n6i, séng dén bay tam muroi, ching ta chura ¢6 co hdi nhin théy.” Bay tim
nuwroi? Nguoi tho & Ty Huyén cling khong song lau dén duge nhu vay dau.

Tiéng ctia ai vay? Nghe quen quen.
— Hoang hau b¢ ha, c6 nhé duoc t6i Ia ai khong?

.. Ai? Néu goi ¢6 11 hoang hau bé ha, hon phan nira 1 ngwoi Dai Nguy. O Pai Nguy, ¢ chura timg nghe qua 4m thanh no mét lanh nhu vay, nhung &
Tay Huyen, Tay Huyén c6 mt nguoi. .. Puong Quy?

— Puong Quy? Hoang hiu bé ha cn phai ndi 16 rang, tén toi i gi?

Visao nguoi lai kinh hoang nhur thé? Ngwoi qua that la Buong Quy, khong sai ma — khi ¢6 thim dap nhu vy, ca nguoi chot dau don, nhu Iira nung
nhu bang udp, muon dong day cling khong thé. Timg ngon lira do tham bing chéy trude mit, co ho thieu sach phé phoi, dong thoi lai nd tung, ngon hra
trong nhay niit hoa thanh nhitng déa hong canh khong 16 tham sdc mau, roi ca vao than thé tran tryi ctia cd.

DPau qua! Bau qua!
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Mot dong bang tL,lyén cure nho rira chay quanh ngudi ¢6, 16 rang 6 khong c6 mét dé nhin, nhung lai biét timg dong finh xung quanh. Thue tiée nubi,
khong thé cuing han ngam bang tuyén Dai Nguy. ..

C6 khong phéi db ngbe, da sém hiéu dugc chuyén gi dang xay ra.

Tir lic ¢6 giét ngudi & song L8, trong ldong lo s¢ bt an, timg doc sach vé phong tyc dan tinh Pai Nguy. Khi ngudi ghét 10i vao Ciéit2 lira dia nguc trong
dia phu Bai Nguy s& tung bay tao thanh hoa hong, roi xudng than thé nguoi chét. Liic sinh tién (con song) nguoi chét lam chuyén xau xa ac doc chimg
ndo, hoa hong kia dau trén da thit s€ gay dau don dén chirng do.

Tir dao trai qua bién ¢b & clra cung ciru tring, trong long c6 da c6 chu:fgn bi, sau khi chét phai chiu dau nhur thé mot Jan, chéic ciing khong dau dén mirc
kéu gao Ian 1on. Nhung cho dui c6 dau dén the, cling tuyét doi khong the goi tén Ly Dung Tri, goi tén ngurdi than thiét trén duong the, chi d¢ khien ho dau
long, can gi phai vay?

Sau khi con dau chim dirt, men theo hoa hdng trén duong ma di, lién c6 thé tai sinh im nguoi.

Tai sinh lam nguoi.

Mot doi ndy, ai ciing khong ¢6, chi duy nhét mot minh co.

— Hoang hau b¢ ha?

— T6i goi ngudi lau Fim, hoang hau bé ha, ngwoi can than ngim lai, hai chir Puong Quy nay dén tir dau? Ngudi mudn vé nhur thé nao?

Vef: thé nao? C6 ¢6 thé vé thé ndo? By gioy ¢d chico thé theo hoa héng ma di, khong phéi sao? Hudng chi, Puong Quy 1 tén cta hén, tai sao lai trim
diéu truy héi c6 cing sy viéc? Co do dy trong choc 1at, hoi: Bé ha ¢6 6n khong?

— Hoang hau bé ha nhé dén Pai Nguy bé ha?

D4 nghe tin ta da chét chura?

— Vira nghe. Ngai 4y da diic biét phai Tién Lam Ta dich than dén, dang tiéc cho di Tién Lam Tu c6 dén ddy, ciing khong thé dio ra hoang hau bé ha.
Ding vdy. .. Hin c6 kho chiu khong? Trong long hén c6 ¢d, chic chin la s& c6 chit ndo d6 dau ddn, nhung ¢ nghi, song chét con ngudi chi i nhur vy
thoi. Cho duingdy trude c6 vi cai chét ctia thit finh ma dau dén via nat tim gan, nhung d4 sau nim roi, bao ring vét seo trong long khong thé khép miéng

thi d6 13 n6i dbi.

C6 coi thi finh B ngwoi t5t duy nhét thét tish ddi xir v6i 0 trén doi ndy, nén mdi dau nhur thé, nhung Ly Dung Tri khong nhur vdy, thir quan trong nhét
trong long han, khdng phai co.

Khong phi cb.

Trude kia khi nhd t6i viée ndy, ddy long co luion cé phan budn ba, nhung, bay gio ¢6 lai cam thay may mén, thir trong yéu nhét trong long hén I thién ha
Pai Nguy.

Néu héin khong dau dén té tm liét phé nhur 6 ndmdo, vay c6 dodn chi trong vong mit ndm hén s& Bp hoang hau khac, néu khong, thu churong ciia
quan than vé duong con chau Ly gia cé thé dé han dén chét.

Nhung ma, con gii nha ai 6 Dai Nguy c6 thé thich hop v6i hén ddy? C6 thé xuét cung mua thirc 3 anngon dem vé cho han? Am thire cung dinh Pai Nguy
khong &, nhung chi yéu chi c6 do udp mubi, khong c6 rau qua hai san twoi, ¢d vo cling buon nan. Mbi bita com hin an khong nhiéu, tuy ring 13 thoi
quen ctia Thién tir, nhung c6 luon thiy. . . Aiz, ngudi ngdl dng trude s& hoan toan thua, c6 van yéu thurong dén dau long, khong ¢6 gi che Bp dugc.

Ban dém hai ngudi 6m nhau ma ng, néu nhin ¢6 thich nhu vAy héin moi ki, thyre ra, hén ciing thich cam gidc da thit cham vao nhau, thue gin giii, chi la
han khong noi ra mi¢ng ma thoi.

Nghii ¢én d6, trong long ¢6 kh& mim cudi. Hoa ra chuyén cii trde kia lai dang gia nhu thé.

Cb thich Ly Dung Tri, ciing thuong coi timg khéc timg o déu 1 hanh phiic, nhung, trong néo khuat noi d4y tim luon ton tai mot chit budn su.

Biét 1 rang mot ddi co la Tir Dat nay, duoc nhur thé da 1a qué tdt, c6 nguoi c6 thé khién c6 camnguyén tra &a, c6 nguoi co thé khién c6 cam thay vui
ve, ¢6 ngudi cd thé danh cho ¢6 mdt goc nho trong long , déy toan la nhing thir trude kia lic ¢ ¢ Tay Huyén hoan toan khong c6 dugc, ¢6 da thue
thoa mén roi, chi la. .. thang khi van nghi, kicp sau, c6 khong phai Tir Pat, khong ai thay duoc noi sinh cua c6 trong kiep nay, bat dau lai mdt lan nira, c6
nguoi co the toan tm toan y yéu ¢, lic d6 bon ho khong co thién ha, khong cé budn phién, cling khdng can phai khic ché ai duc, cd cling han, chi can
don gian ma yéu nhau. ..

Puong Quy, Puong Quy, hai chit nay ¢ y nghia gi diic biét? Nguoi tir clru tuyén vé duong thé, rdi lai quay lai ciru tuyén, Puong Quy chiang qua chi la



ban dau nguyén thity mé thoi! Hay sao ngudi bén canh Tir Hoi ciing tén Puong Quy, ching phai ki “thun Iy thanh chirong’ dua ¢6 vé dia phir?
— Hoang hau bé ha! Xin dimg nghii nhu thé! Ngui can than ngdm lai xem, ngudi mudn di du. ..

Trong mo mit, c6 ngudi kinh hoang hét 16n, lap tire, y thirc cua c6 bi ngon Itra thAm do thiéu rui triét dé, khong chira lai cd mdt tan tro.

AR B¢

Mbt bong diéu hiu xet qua cung dién Pai Nguy, kéu to khong ngdt, danh thirc Ly Dung Tri.

Hin vén rém Ién, bude xudng giudng,

“Bé ha.” Thai giam thip giong ndi: “M6i canh ba, van con sm.”

Hén tr mot tiéng, dé nic bon théi giam khoac thém 4o choang trén vai, dy cira s6 ra hudng it kén troi. Pém nay sao sang, khong thdy bong dang ndo
ctia diéu hau.

“Vira i céc nguoi c6 nghe thiy diéu hau kéu khong?”
Thai giam dimg d4u quay lai nhin mdt tiéu cong cong khac, cling lic dau: “Bé ha, chic 1 ching t6i nghénh ngang. . . Chéing nghe thiy gi ca.”

“Vay ha?"” Hén cuoi n6i. Mot thai giam thay dén khéc, sang hon, 4nh méit Ly Dung Tri dirng lai trén binh phong, vé nit trong gidy 1t tréng rong, Bp tirc
lai cuoi: “Céc nguoi ra ngoai trudce di.”

Céc thai giam dang dinh roi di, lai nghe hin noi:

“Ding rdi, bay i vira vin ciiing rdi 1, cac ngwoi dem hét miy birc v& duoc dang t6i day.”

Bon thAi giam vui mirng thiy 15, voi vang vang da rdi hip tip roi di.

Hién trAm tur hdi JAu, van chiim chii nhin binh phong, cudi cing ngén ngo bude t6i trude, dit tay Ién binh phong nhe nhang ve vudt chit viét trén do.

“... Tir Pat.... Tir Pat... Nam dy néu ta dé nang di nhur the. .. ¢6 phai biy gios ta s& khong dau dén mirc ndy...” Pay chinh 2 béo tmg sa0? Nam d6
ciing chi 1a hdn khong mudn c6 doc trén con duong ndy, kéo co budc vao, két cuc lai la mdt minh han ti€p tuc dan budc.

Bdng nhién, han bét cudi.

Namdo Tir at gia chét vao 4o quan, long hén hoi chit budn buc, gidn co tha gia chét ciing khong chiu cing héin 1im dé 1am hau sudt doi, bay gio, hin
lai cam nguyén dé co gia chét.

Tir Pat, sau khi gia chét nang s& lam gi? Vé lai Ty Huyén? Hay di khip Pai Nguy?

“Bé ha, tranh day a...” Co ho thai giamda chay dé dua méy burc chan dan t6i, y mo tirng bire mdt ra xem, chot nhé t6i viée lic ndy c6 nguoi kén 4n cho
minh nén bac, y tan ngan mjt chdc, cudi ciing dé birc chan dung nguoi cho bac 1én dau tién.

Ly Dung Tri chi toan tAm toan y cti dau nhé nhing 1i can gian dugc viét trén binh phong, khoe miéng ngim mdt nét cudi diu dang, nghe thai giam o mdt
tiéng kinh ngac, han quay dau lai, wira van thay dugc thai gidm kia dang mo ra btre tranh trén cling,

Buckia la. ..
Hén lap tirc doi sac mt.

Thai gidm kia s¢ dén ndi nit chuyén sang niu dét, voi vang dinh cudn lai, than sic Ly Dung Tri lai thyre binh tinh, vay tay bao: “Di ra ngoai hét di, ban. ..
ban d6 nay dé lai do.”

“Da.’?
Ly Dung Tri tién Ién mdt budc, girong miit nhin tim ban db kia.

Ntra naim Tién Lam Tu than téc dén huyén Dac Khanh, vé lai chi tiét dia hinh thung King, nét v& run run, hién nhién khi v& da biét dudng song ctia Tir Pat
thye qua mong manh.

P4 roi nén xudng, khong chi ¢ nii sup, néu cd ngudi khong bi viti trong da, ma chi 1 theo d4 roi ngdl xudng vach i, ciing dii cho thi thé béng chim tam
¢4, khdng cach nao tim

Mt thang trurde, Lam Ta cing Minh Nguyét trd vé, quy phuc ¢ ngy thu phong i khong dung ddy.

May ngy trude, O Ddng Sinh tré lai nha ¢ kinh thanh, khong budc ra khoi cong,



Hom qua, hén tir minh cai trang xuét cung dén gip O gia Pai thiéu, thanh nién lanh king kiéu ngao kia gy hn di, chi noi:

“Hom do i khong di theo, khong kip ctru Nhi tiéu thur. Nira nim nay t6i & lai huyén Déc Khanh, mong ¢6 thé tim duoc thi thé Nhj tiéu thu, nhung troi
khong chidu Iong ngudi, nghi dng troi kiép nay khong cho Tir Dat cling O Dong Sinh nhleu may mén, day t0i biét doi nay danh chiu két cuc nhur vay.
May hom trurde t6i dot ngdt nhd lai, ndim ngoai Nhj tiéu thur timg bao, néu ¢6 klep sau, tiéu thur chi mubn duoc sinh ra & ving duyén hai Pai Nguy, ngay
dém bau ban cing bién. Hai ngy nira t6i s& chuyén dén ving duyén hi, khong dé ké ndo tur xung 1 thin sur xem tudng cho nhimg dira tré moi sinh.”
¢} Béng Sinh dot ngdt nd ny cudi, ndi:

“Pai Nguy bé ha qua 14 hay, thién tinh von nghi ngd, nhung lai nghii Nhj tiéu thu duoc t6i che glau‘7 Chuyén nay, di voi bé ha ma 16}, ciing 1 mot loai hy
vong lira minh ddi nguoi d6.” Lat sau, 4m thanh lanh Ring ctia anh lai vang lén: “Ngay ca 0 Dong Sinh t6i nira ndm cting khong tim thdy ngudi, ching 18
con c6 thé séng s6t? Bé ha, ngudi ciing nén dau throng tuyét vong cho roi di, Nhj tiéu thu chiic chin da chét. Khong thé nghi ngd!”

Tung c@u déu cb tinh d4m VE‘I(’) nbi hy’V(_)ng cﬁa’ hén, cho du bay gio chi 1a nhé lai, luc st thuong mdi chit van khién long héin nhu bi dao chit, dau dén
khon xiet. Sat khi bung Ién, han da thang vao tam binh phong,

Ram mdt tiéng, binh phong dot nhién ngit xudng dat, thi vé thai giam ngoai cira déu nht t& quy phuc xudng,

Gidr khdc nay chi mudn trit gidn, chi mudn kim nhitng ngudi ngoai d6 ciing phéi chiu dau don theo, hin ngdi trén ngdi Vi clru g, giét nguoi cling d& nhur
bop chét mot con kién, cho dii ra nh ding gy d4nh ngudi, ra Iénh diét sach gia toc, nhimg nguoi d6 con phai quy xudng ta on 4n dién ctia hin, tai sao
hén dau dén mirc cam thiy trong long dang nirt toac, dang i ra timg dong mau twoi, thin dan ciia hdn vén hoa thuan vui vé?

Nbi dau ciia Thién tir, tai sao khong thé chia cho con dan?

Hén mu6n giét ai mudn ing tri ai, ai ¢6 thé noi gi?

Hén chot nay ra mdt y nghi, con nguroi den dimg lai trén hon mudi bire chan dung my nhén dang duoc mo ra trén ban. Nét Imthammtmh]anhlmg,
khée moi lai kh& cong 1én. An sau mdi burc tranh my nhan dep d& d6 I gia thé, 1a thé Iyc tién do, 1 Iong tham duc vong. .

Ngon tay nhe nhang lwdt qua mdi td tranh, ¢b gai xinh dep, dudi anh tréing tira nhu tién nit, dang ngudi mém nhu khong xwong, ta thy throng tiée, dé ai
khai dao trudc moi nén?

“Bé ha?” Am thanh trong tréo goi khé tir ngoai cira. BA nhiéu dém nay, Tién Lam Ta khong xudt cung, chiu kho ngi & phong truc nhét, tiéu cong cong
chay dén tim cau, céu c thé lap tirc tdi ngay.

... Khong viéc g.” Ly Dung Trj theo bén néing nhin ra cira, thinh finh 4nh it bét phai hinh déng ctia trudng thap. Han nho, tim cung ctia ¢6 duge bai tri
cling tuong ty, O phia trudc ctra s6 dat mdt trudng thap twong duong,

Hing nim tir mong mot 4m lich dén ngy muroi Bim, 18 lat trong cung don dap khong ngdt, méc di hin va ¢6 mdi ngiy déu gip miit, nhung bén phia toan
bd kin dac tricu than, khong hé cd ngoai I¢.

Ban than hén thi khong sao cd, nhung tit sdu trong long luon hiéu ¢6 von khong phai la hoan toan cam tam tinh nguyén ng01 1én phuong ¥ (ghé hoang hiu
ngdi, nhur long y y- ghé vua ngdi). Sau lung c6 i doi canh, bao cong stre vat va moi du duge ¢d dap xudng dat, sao co thé dé co girong canh lan nira?
Vi thé, dém mdng mdt, hin thurong hodn thdi gian di nga lai nira canh gid.

Nira canh gior kia, chi ¢6 héin cing 6, khong ¢6 ngudi thir ba, ¢6 mudn lm gi déu tly y.

Chinh & noi ndy hin da bé mdt miéng thit v vi vao cai bat dit trude con chim diéu hau nho bi xich dau lai, con ¢ lai &n rat ngon lnh. Pén gio, hén van
khong the hiéu duoc, tai sao clr vao nira canh gio' toi mong mdt suot bon nimnay, ¢d khong doi hoi gi nhicu, chi dm goi ngdi trén trurong thap, mim cudi
nhin han,

Pé miic nira canh g0 ndy hén xem tAu chwrong ciing dugc, hodc doc mit cubn sach nao do, mdi khi hin lo dang ngéng du én nhin 6, khuon mat kidu
diém ctia ¢ gai muroi chin kia ludn tyra vao hai dau goi, anh mt long lanh mdt phit khong roi han.

Mot phut khong roi.

M3i Ian nhin thiy thé, hn lai cudi mim chi tiép tuc doc séch, trong long cang thém vui vé.

Nira canh gio dAu nim nay, héin cuoi, chit dong gbi kén dui ¢6, dé miic ¢6 chéim cha nhin, sung suéng dé tm tinh binh thén chim vao gidc ngii. Liic d6
han thamnghi, ong troi nhan dirc, doi dai voi han cudi cling cting khong t€; 6ng troi nhan dire, khién Tay Huyén khong nhin ra dugc tai nang cua Tir Pat,
vi thé hian mdi ¢6 co hoi doat dugc co.

Do6i nguroi den thim dimg trén trudng thap trong ving, thire u.

“L4m T4, chudn bi bat muc.”

Lam T dimg ngoai ctra ap tirc dua bit va nghién murc vao. Cau vira bude dén, chi thdy binh phong nga db, bire chan dung my nhén trén ban 6 vét



nhéu do tac dupg luc tir pgc')n tay, qhot giat minh, nhin thiy & mot gg')C trong do, birc 119a my nhan c()lkl'cl} thurde lén‘nhét, ciing la ngum c6 phy than 1a ké
dau tién dang tau thinh cau b¢ ha noi dai co nghiép thién thu van the, hoang hiu da chét, dau dén 1a tat yéu, nhung can quan tam dén dan ching Pai
Ngyy... Pao Iy 10 rang, ngan khong nén van khong nén, dua con gai chinh minh trinh Ién, cang ngan khong nén van khong nén tro thanh cai dinh trong
mat bé ha trén tricu hai nam trude.

Cau l nguoi bén canh b ha, im sao khong biét bé ha bét dong thanh sdc nhd céi dinh trong it tan nhén ngoan dc dén mirc no? By gid ciu vo
cung Iy lam may rang phy thdn minh da thay dugc canh Tur Pat cam kim dao, ‘duong ki 1ap doan” (quyét dinh ngay 1ap tirc khong do du) hira hon dai
ty cho ngudi khéc.

“Hom do, ta tan mat thiy, khi b¢ ha tiép nhén di chiéu lai khong chit vui mimg, mi mit van doi tim trong dong thi thé, méii dén lic Kim dao hoang hau
bo Ién tir viing méu, ngai m6i nhe nhang the ra, co'ho khong dimg ndi. Thoi thi, 1ong bé ha chi ¢6 Kim dao hoang hau, dai ty cta con tuyét doi khong thé
nhép vao hiu cung, néu khdng sau nay Tién gia sém mudn gi cling xay ra chuyén.” Namdo 10i ctia cha cau thue tham thia.

“Mai myre di.”” Ly Dung Tri ndi.

“‘Da.”LamTu chuyén nﬁy buc vé qua mdt bén, ]fiy ra vai to giz‘iy tr?ing, c4n thin mai mure. Cu kén quan sat b€ ha, chin may b¢ ha van sang, khong c6
dau hi¢u ndo cta con gidn, nhung sac mat qua Ia hoi tai mot chit.

Ly Dung Tri nhin LAm Tt, ho hiing mim cuoi: “Sao?”
“Than dang nghi... C can nang binh phong Ién hay khong?”

Nghe vdy, Ly Dung Tri ngén ra, quay d4u nhin binh phong d6 trén d4t. Nhin dén Lam T cam thiy hdn via ctia héin déu da du ngoan dén chd do rdi, moi
nghe thay Ly Dung Tri 6n hoa cuoi noi:

“Nang lén nang Ién, ddy Ia chimg ctr cho bdn nidm hoang hiu suy nghi vi trAm sao co thé Am hong dugc?” Ngir khi mang theo quyen luyén vo han,
nhung mot khie sau, hin lai bao: “Troi sang, bao ngudi khiéng qua tim cung hoang hau, vai ngay sau khi ta bao hiy khiéng tro vé.

Lam Ta da mit tiéng. D& nhidu ngiy nay bé ha khong mubn doc miy 101 can gidn do, chiic hiin trong 1dng ¢6 tinh toan. Cau nAng binh phong day, chim
1é 1& di tr6 lai trude ban, iéc mit thiy nhan vat dudi ngdi bt bé ha, ngin ra, ciing khéng ddm noi gi niva.

“Gidng khong?” Ly Dung Tri ciing khong ngéng dau lén.
“Gibng. .. Rét giéng. .. Nhung. ... Hinh nhur 16n tudi hon...”

Ly Dung Tri kh& mim cuoi: “Tudi clia phy nir Juon kho biét, nam nay nang hai muroi lam, ta thiy ciing ching khac khi ¢6 mudi chin bao nhi€u, chi la cang
trudng thanh chin chan hon mdt chiit khién ngudi ta thém yéu mén. Lic ndy ta lai nghi, khi nang ba muoi, c6 thé thanh thuc hon hién tai nhicu.

“Diing i nhur thé.”

“Néu nang dugc ba muoi, chic d3 13 me cta tiéu hoang tr. Vai nim nay, nang bén biu cuing ta tri quéc, chua ranh i @8 sinh con, sdu nim nay cling
thyre ngéin vay.”

(13 . Da"’9
“Ding rdi, chi géi ctia cau ¢ khoe khong?”
Tim Lam Ta thich mdt c4i, trong khoanh khéc khong thé biét duoc bé ha dang nghii gi. Cau that can than dap:

“Con c4i da ba tudi, ciing coi nhur 6n dinh a.”” Cau thure sy khong thé 1y giai duoc vi vua trrde mit minh, thire s lo s bé ha khong thé gip duoc cb
nhan, s8&.. .s€...

Ly Dung Tri ngdm ngoi mt lt, cudi: “Phy thén cu gop cong cho XA tic, lic Tién Pai tiéu thur xult gié, hoang hu timg dich thén dén chic mimg, con
lic ¢ ay sinh con hoang hdu cé di tham khong?”

“C6 a. Hoang hau bé ha noi, dira bé rit khau khinh.”

Ly Dung Tringhe vay, gt gat dau, nhe nhang néi: “Néu ching ta c6 con, chiic trong miit nang Ay ciing 1 gioi nhit. Khong biét hom d6 khi nang thiy con
cta Tién tiéu thur, ¢ t6 vé budn tiéc gi hay khong?”

MEit Lam Ta tring nhu toc bac, quy phuc xuong “Bé ha, luc chau cia Lam Ta day thang, hoang hau bé ha ciiing tirng dich than dén pht, ngwoig nbi véi
ty ty, ty phu: Tré con tir ¢ may niin, khong can tim thiy tudng sb dén xem. Néu gip phai dai su khong gioi, coi nhu mdt doi dira bé bi hity hoai. Ngudi
con dua cho bé mdt chudi hat trang strc c6 hinh con doi, chinh miéng néi dira tré cd phc, 1a chinh miéng hoang hiu bé ha noi... Cho nén, cho nén...

Ly Dung Tri ic dau ngin ra, sau d6 tham tinh ngd. Han bat cudi:

“Chu xem trAm 13 a? Bao quan sao? Cau I ngurdi than can voi ta, chura timg lam chuyén gi qua dang voi ta, ta lam sao lai lam hai cdu duogc? Ta chi la
muon tAm sy voi cau veé Tir Pat ma théi. Cau dung én di.”



Lam Ta dimg day, nhe giong noi: “Hoang hau bé ha rit tot.”

“U, nang rat t6t.”

“Nguoi... Nguoi...”

“Sao?”

“Ngudi. ... chic chin s& khong mudn bé ha. . . khong nghe 1o can gian. ..”

“U'” Hin phét ks khong dé ¥, néi sang chuyén khéc: “Cau con nhé khi ta cing Tir Dat dai hon, ba mrée phéi dic str dén chic mimg, trong d6 khi Tay
Huyén Nhi hoang tir dén, hinh nhu ¢6 y muon quay pha dai hon nay?”

“Nh6 a. Than thity chung van khong hiéu, Tay Huyén Nhi hoang tir thure 1 cam han hoang hfu bé ha nhu thé sa0? Mudn pha hong dam cuoi, néu la Bic
Buong hodic Nam Lam thi khong ndi gi, nhung bé ha cudi I cudi nguoi Tay Huyen Tir gia, coi nhur 1 ¢6 quan hé thong gia voi Tay Huyen, tir nay ve
sau tinh nhur huynh d¢, Ty Huyén Nhi hoang tir méc gi lai muon téi quay nhur the. ..

Ly Dung Tri ngirng but, cuoi dap:

“Hén kén cho ta xemmdt bure v&, giéng Tir Pat dén bay phan, so véi Tir Dat thi dep hon mdt chit, ciing hon mdt phan anh khi, nhung thiéu mét sy hoa
nha thin thiét cta nang, han néi ké chin chinh x(mg doi vi ngdi vi clru ngll nén 1 nguoi trong tranh, chir khong phai la Tir Pat. Nay ta thiy, Tir Dat
dudi ngoi but ctia ta mdi thire 13 dep nhat tot nhat.”

Lam Tt ngac nhién hoi: “N6i vy, birc tranh ctia Tay Huyén Nhi hoang tir kia khong phéi Tir Truc ciing chinh 1 Tir H?”

“Ciing khong phéi, chic 1 mot nguoi khac trong Tir gia. C6 & by camtruong dao trong tay, Tay Huyén Nhi hoang tir loi dung c6 ta Jam thé than cua Tix
Pat.”” Ly Dung Tri cudi thanh tiéng, “Ta lim sao khong biét y y dinh cua han? Hiéin nghi rang khi ta con dang ban luéin quén vai ¢6 ta, hén s& ¢6 co hoi
thuyét phuc Tir Dat b di. H?n khong hiéu Tir Pat, ngay tir du khi héin giét Tan Pai Vinh, khong, chi cAn hén t6 vé ky thi Tir Dat mdt lan, Tir Pat ciing
da pha hity toan b co hdi han c6.”

“Thira | thé.” Tién Lam Ta dép 11, do dur chdc lt, kh& n6i: “Tén ctia hoang hau bé ha. .. thue rit c6 ham ... Chit Pat. .. nghia | hoan thanh. .. C6 1§
la sir ménh da hoan thanh, cho nén...”

“Stt ménh ctia Tir Pat da hoan thanh dau?”’ Ly Dung Tri ho hitng néi, cAn than thdi kho mure, mim cudi nhin ngudi trong tranh.
LAm T thd dai. “Bé ha, ¢ cAn treo 1én khong a?”

“Thoi khoi, cat di. Dén lic nang ba muroi tudi, ta s& md ra xem lai, ic d6 kiém tra ta v& c6 dung khong.”

“Du6i gdi c6 ddng tim két, cau dem cét clng véi birc tranh nay lubn di”

Ly Dung Tri di dén trudc cira s6, khoanh tay nhin dém den. Hén nhéim mit, n6i n khong quay dau lai:

“Gén déy quanh cung dién xuét hién nhiéu diéu hau hon thi phai? Ty nita ciu qua tim cung hoang hiu xem sao, gitr nguyén nhur cii vy, néu cé con diéu
hau ndo tiép tuc bay qua nita, ban hét, dap gy canh.”

* kK

Nira canh gi ngdy mdng mot khi hai ngudi & canh nhau ndy, néu ¢d ngu say, & thuc luyén tiéc.

Khé c6 thé thiy duoc canh hén ngi gidng hét tré nhé nhur vAy. Miéng c6 hoi cong Ién, nhin Ly Dung Tri dang gbi trén diti minh.

Noi dén tr nho, 0 lai nhé t6i dira con ctia chj géi Lam T, moi ba tudi dau, da biét nhin 4nh mt nguoi khéc, duoc moi ngwdi goi ¥ p tire goi co mot
tiéng me nudi.

Nudi 1on thi khon khéo, tré nhé thi tinh quai, may mén ca nha Lam Ta déu trung thanh, néu khong 6 ciing lim vao kho xir.

Triéu than Pai Nguy nghi réqg ¢6 lanh Ring 4c nghiét, thuc ra, 6 rat mém long, tinh khi d6 khién c6 mbi khi xtr Iy qubc sw déu phai trim suy ngan ngam,
so c6 mdt chiit ndo so sy dé nguoi ta phai chiu thiét thoi.

O Pai cong tir chinh i minh chimg tan khdc, ¢6 van ly m vi dy. Ciing may Ly Dung Tri khong dé ¥, chi cudi co qua thn trong. Vicd thn trong, hén

moi cang phai ganh vac Vat va, ¢6 thurong x6t nhin khu6n mit dang say ngu kia. Bong nhlen, ¢6 thiy khoe miéng hin hoi cong cong, hinh nhur dang mo
thay diéu dep, co thirc mudn goi hiin day dé hoi cho rd rang, hin mo thy cai gi vy, ¢6 thy co hay khong?



Binh thurong khi hin cudi, cd khong thé phan bi¢t I that hay gia, nhung hén tuyét d(‘)i’khéng thé kiém soat ban than ngay ca khi dang nam mo. Gioy ndy
phitt nay, nu cuoi clia hin 14 xuat phat tir thire long, 6. .. vO cung vui vé, chi mong han c6 thé cuoi thire long nhur vay nhiéu hon mot chut.

Long mi héin khé dong ddy, van con mang nét budn ngi mo ra, dé 16 doi nguwoi sang ruc. Tim ¢6 thich mbt tiéng, khiic sdu canh ndy vao tri nhé.
“Tir Pat?” Han nhin ¢6, theo ban ning vuron tay vé phia co.

Cb lap tirc cam Ry.

“Vira 16i ta mo thiy nang.”

C5 khan khan hoi: “Chi mo thiy t6i?”

“Chi thiy nang, Mo thiy ta curdi nang riang da ba muroi tudi roi, sao van con tham in hét ndi, dén ndi ngira ngay toan than.”

“Théi quen tham &n nay, t6i thue khong bo duge.” Co cuoi

Hén 6n nhu n6i: “Liic ndy trong mo nang ciiing ndi hét nhur vay, ta bao ring khong sao hét, nang ngira thi ta gii gitp nang B duoc, sau d6, nang lap tirc
cdi quan 40.”

C6 cuoira tiéng, ¢6 thé 1 do hén moi tir trong mong sdu dot ngdt tinh ddy, giong n6i khan khan a amap, lamnguoi ta thaynhu ting 101 déu qua chan that,
nhung, ¢6 thue thich loai 4o gidc ndy, thich &én ndi. .. mubn dé hin gbi 1én diii ¢o ca doi; thich dén ndi, mudn ngiim hin ca doi.

Miic ké kiép sau nhur thé ndo, doi nay ctr ngim hin nhur vay ma thoi
“Tir Pat...” Hin xoa ma cd, cudi: “Ngimta c6 mét khong?”
“Khong mét, van chira mét. Dung Tri, ddu ngai chi méi chop niit mdt chut, khi sic van tdt én trong thiy.”

Péy miit hén lp I6e mot tia ming 13, ¢6 gon chit nghi hodc, lai dé v thiy hén e dé gidu giém Hén mimg r& chuyén gi? Che gidu chuyén gi? Vi co goi...
Dung Tri, ma khong phai I3 b¢ ha sao?

“Trong long nang dang nghi i vay?”

“T6i nghi, tir nay vé sau nira canh gios niy ngai déu gdi Ién dui t6i ma nga di.”

“Nang thich ngim mit ta lic ngn?”

“U, rét thich, gidng hét nhur tré nho. Néu ngai khong ché, gio ny hing nam ctr dé t6i im gdi dau ciia Ly Dung Tri ngai di.”
Hén nheo mét cudi. “Pugc, 1 nang ndi ddy.”

C6 ciing cudi. C6 n6i, trir khi y troi khé trai, néu khong ¢o co thé 1am duoc, néu ¢ mubn hin sdng tot, mot doi binh an, ma hén chi ¢6 thé c6 mot gidc
ngu ngon bén canh c6, duong nhién cd s€ ‘nghia vo phan ¢d’ (vi viéc nghia khong thé chin burde) ma lam chuyén nay.

Tam thoi mic ké sau ndy hén co thé yén ldng bén canh ngudi khac, nhung gids khéc nay, Tir Dat khong hé ¢ cam gidc thiét thoi hay oan gidn, dau ring
6 cho han nhiéu hon, dau rang han lay thién ha lam trong, c6 chi toan tdm toan y hy vong han tot lanh mot doi ma thoi.

Ding vdy, thi thoang trong 1ong van ¢6 gi d6 goi i i thén, nhumg mbi khi nhin thiy han mét moi nhur vay, lai sn sing tra bat ctr gia ndo vi hén.
Hén mdt doi tot lanh, ¢6 lién cam tim. Hin c6 thé ngii ngon, trong long ¢6 lién vui ming, vay thi Tir Pat ¢ con gi dé thiét thoi nita dau?
Thong sudt chuyén nay, nhing chdng cyr trong long ton tai tir trede dén nay dot nhién bién mét. C6 bdng nbi:

“T6i thure su s€ khong bd ngai dau.”

“Céi g?”” Am thanh kia khan khan khong r3.

“Ping r6i, con ¢6 Quynh Ngoc nira!”

“Caig?”

C6 khong | hé nhin hén, nhin vé phia noi xa xa ngoai ctra s0. “Nam ngoai phu than d ra di, Tay Huyén con c6 Tir Trie, Tir HOi. Tuy binh thudng khong
qua lai nhiu, nhung trude sau déu B ngudi thin, t6i ciing nhé bon ho nhur thé.”

“Cai gi?”” Giong néi kia van lap lai.



C6 nghiéng dau trdm tur. “Puong Quy, Puong Quy, néu nhur, Puong Quy I tré vé Dai Nguy, tré vé bén canh ngai. . . Thuc 6t biét bao nhiéu!”
Trong mdt chdp mit, Ly Dung Tri dang i trén dui 6 tan loang ra khong khi, chung quanh ngudi cd, lira lai bing lén.

— Hoéang hau bé ha!

Tir Pat thinh linh chén dong, mot méu ky trc vun thud nhd ngay p tre doi vé —

“Tir Dat, chi dimg dén day, h& chi dén gan, Pong Quy lai toan than kho chiu.” Tiéu Tir Hoi budn buc noi.

“Tir Dat, Bong Quy nho t6i thuat lai, nguroi ma hai ngay trude van ninh bo muén du quan vao dudi trudng ciia chi i hang nguoi ‘ké minh cau dao’ [1],
ching qua 14 muron chi im van cau dé nhap vao Tir gia, chi tot nhat nén tir chdi hin di.”

“Khong phai! Ong khong phai la Buong Quy, 6ng la Bong Quy! Tai sao t6i lai nhé thanh Buong Quy co chir? Bong Quy da tim ta, t6i p tirc tré vé!
Pong Quy Pai Nguy!”” C6 bat chot hét 1on.

— Hoang hau b¢ ha da quyét dinh tr6 vé& Pai Neguy, con khong mau dé ngudidiral
Pbi phurong ciiing lap tirc quét to.

Tir Pat chi cam thiy toan than bi ngudi 16i manh ra, vo s d4 vun cling rio rao roi xudng, trong hét hoang, hinh nhur ¢6 vt gi mém mém hoi thdi trén
ngudi c6 ciing bi 16i theo ra ngoai. . .

C6 nguoi chay dén trude 6m iy co, che dau ¢6 lai dé bao vé khoi dng da rét xubng dang dé lén vat mém mém d6, quay dau hét:

“Thanh c6ng rdi! Thanh cong rdi! Hon murdi ngdy, ¢6 van binh an vo su! Tir Pat, ¢6 qua nhién sudt doi binh thuan d6, néu khong phai c6 ke lai vira van
ngd chét trén ngudi, bao vé hoi thd' cudi cling ctia ¢6, chi e ¢d da bi hang dong chon tir Au.”

.. La Béc Puong Vuong gia On Vu Y?
1A B¢
Lic Tir Pat m6 miét ra, thiy ngay mdt grong miit den den nho nho.
Nam, sau tudi, da den ciing tira twra ¢6, nhung mét miii sang ngdi, i mot dira tré twong d6i xinh xan. N6 chi mé to miit dtmg canh giudng nhin co.
O, néu khong xac dinh r%mg minh chura ttrng sinh con, ¢6 da nghi dira nhoc nay Ia khiic rudt ¢6 lac mit bao nim Qua thue 1a den nhur nhau

“Me nubi” Nhoc thoang chit ngrong ngling, xoa xoa miit ctia c0, cam 1ong khong ding, lai tiép tuc so so. “Chi vrong gia néi, néu me tinh, con phai tur
ndi ho tén. Con Ia Tan Quynh Ngoc.”

“Quynh Ngoc!” C6 m6 to it ving vay rmon ngdi day, nhung toan than bai hodi khong c6 sire, may nho thiing nho nay séng chét da Iy, méi c6 thé
nhac minh 1én mot ti, kiéu nira nim nira ngdi: “Sao con ¢ thé i Tan Quynh Ngoc duwoc?”

Nhée hoi budn buc: “Con goi 1 Tan Quynh Ngoc na!”

“Bay ba! Namdé ¢ d nhin thiy 16, mi tréng béch iy teo, ttr chi nhd xiu, con thi tay chan dai ngodng, mét den hét nhur ¢6. .. Rét c6 kha néng i n6
bi On Vu'Y nu6i nén khdng song ndi, the 1a hin doi mot dira khac dem dén Itra co.

“Ta ¢6 d6i cling phéi d6i cho phit hop chir, Tir Pat, I c6 kho hay 1 bon virong ngu?”

Tir Pat nhin ra cira, Bic Puong On Vu Y dang cong bong Quy tién vao, ¢ liéc mit qua On Vu'Y dAu tién, m6i nhin thi khong c6 gi khac thuong,
nhung mit may vo cling tang thurong, Lap tire, ¢6 chuyén anh nhin sang nguroi dan 6ng goi 1a Pong Quy kia.

Déng vé van gid ca nhur vay, lic nho ¢6 vira thiy hén tir xa, da bi Tiéu Tir Hbi ngin lai khong cho budc ti, ¢6 chi nhé Dong Quy thurong ngiy im tinh
nhu nurde, khong khé nhin, nhung ciing khong qua thu hit.

On Vu Y dit hin ngdi xudng ghé, cudi bao:
“Quynh Ngoc, dén day, n6i cho me nudi ctia con biét, sao miit ctia con tr thanh den nhu vay?”’
Tan Quynh Ngoc nhéy kén girdng, ngdi & bén canh ¢6 16n tiéng ndi:

“BGi vi ltc tring doc Quynh Ngoc vén con 1 tré mdi sinh, me nudi xin thude gitp Quynh Ngoc, cling b tring doc, lic Quynh Ngoc udng thude xong,
niit 1ap tire cang ngay cang den thui, me nuoi ciing 14 udng thudce xong nén mdi den thui nhu vay ding khdng a?”

... Ta con chura dén ndi den thui dau.” Co cham chi quan sat dira bé nay, day thire 1 dira con cua th linh cting tAu tir sa0? Hoan toan khong giéng
nha, cling khong cd nét nao giong ngurdi Tay Huyén. Udng thuoe xong, da trd thanh den? Tai sao co lai khong c6? Hay 13, uong thudc xong s den thit,



nhung mit ¢6 von da den rdi nén nhin khong ra?

“Thi e ciia con c6 tot khong?”

Tén Quynh Ngoc méu méo. “Nhin xa khong duoc 16 ima, mot ndm nay cht Vuong gia clr dan con di tir Bic Buong dén Tay Huyén, cu(f)i cung téi Pai
Nguy, trén duong chu ctr iy con d€ thi nghiém thude, ndi 2 néu con uong dén Iie mit tot e, vay dén lic do s& co thé dua cho me nudi uong, nhung ma
mt Quynh Ngoc van khong cai thién dugc xiu nao.”

OnVu Y ha ha cudi:

“Me nudi ctia con xin thubc cho con, con thit thude cho me nudi con, cung c6 thiét thoi gi dau.” Hén nhin Tir Pat, lai cudi: “Tir Pat, nim do Ly Dung Tri
can dam cudi co, Ic ta & Bic Pudng nghe duoc viéc nay, con khen hén gan da, lai dam virt 1o canh co trude kia cia ta sang mdt bén, nhung nay thiy
¢d cang ngiy cang xinh dep, ta qua thye 6 chit tiéc nudi d6 nha.”

Tur Dat giat giat khoe miéng, mubn hoi hin vi sao lai xuét hién & Pai Nguy? Vi sao lai di cing v6i Bong Quy? Visao trén nguoi van 13 trang phuc hoa 18,
déng diéu ngdng nghénh kiéu con chéu hoang toc nhur trrdc? Vi sao khong c6 thé thiép hiu ha? Nhung, cubi cing ¢b chi nghiém nghi nbi:

“Néu t6i bi chén hon mudi ngly... da tiéu tuy hc hac nhin khong ra tir lau r0i, tai néing nhin thiu bé ngoai cta vurong gia thie dang ca ngoi nha.” Lat
sau, lai Am bam: “T6i bi chon séng hon mudi ngdy that w2 Néu bi chon séng nhiéu ngay nhur vdy, tai sao van con song?

On Vu Y liéc nit nhin Bong Quy dang ¢6 chit mét moi, dap thay:

“Lic ta trén duong di qua Tay Huyén, bi Arn phi tiéu trdng quan nhd va, mang Dong Quy di theo, murdi chin ngay trude méi dén noi nay, chot nghe tin
hoang hau bé ha bi i & duong nii huyén Pac Khanh.”

“Noi nay khong phai huyén Péc Khanh sao?”

“Duong nhién khong phéi. Noi ndy céch ngon nii d6 ciing khoéng murdi ddm. Ta timg dén d6 xem thit, lic dy huyén Déc Khanh dang huy dong hét thiy
binh linh dén dao bdi, nhung dia the nhur vy ma nuon dao ra ¢d thi qua kho khan,”

C6 ngén ra. “Vay ngai va Pong Quy im sao ciru t6i ra dugce? Dong Quy ong. .. khong phai ong dén gin t6i s& 6ira sa0?”

Dong Quy sic miat tai nhot, cuoi, cb ste noi:

“Hoang hiu bé ha, ngudi vira trd vé tir ¢di chét, trong co thé 4m khi rat virong nén toi moi c6 thé dén gan nguoi. Bén khi am khi ctia ngudi tan hét, Pong
Quy to1 phai lui di.”

Tir Pat nghen hong nhin trén trdi. “Ong ndi, lic xuwra ong tranh toi 1 boi vi...”

“T6i von nén 1 nguoi cia hoang hu b¢ ha, nhung, thé chat ctia t6i thién v& 4m, vin ménh ¢0 chir Quy (58), twong tur v6i Tam tiéu thur, nén xin Tam tiéu
thur tam thoi thu nhén 61, doi dén khi hoang hau bé ha c6 can gi, Pong Quy tu nhién s& xuét hién.”

Tir Pat tron tron niit. DAy 1 nguyén nhan khién Tir Hoi khong thé chiu dugc cing khi & chung mdt cin phong voi ¢6? Khong phéi i von khong thich
co?

Quynh Ngoc nhin Bong Quy, lai nhin nhin vi me nudi mdi gip nay. Nhoc bude Xuong girong, bung mrdc tra den, mdi ngudi mot ly, e dua 16 trude
mit Tir Pat, nhoc tréo Ién giudng, gitp vi me nudi xinh dep nhung thoat nhin rat hde hac, lai khong phéi i thé thiép ciia chil virong gia ny ubng nurde.

Tir Bat cam kich nhin nhoc mdt cdi, grong mat den ong ctia Quynh Ngoc chuyén miu hdng hong. Nhoc rét thich me nudi nhin mot cai nhu vay, vi thé lai
nhdy xuong girong bung chén thudc da lanh lai, nhin Tir Pat tha thict..

Tir Pat khe cong khée miéng, chi cam thiy dira bé ndy qua thyc dang yéu, thi linh & dudi ciru tuyén ciing nén vui ong nhim mit. Hai ngudi, Ly Dung
Triva co, nlnt dinh phéi c6 mdt ngudi nguyén y tin cy, néu khong, hai ké déu khong thé tin bat ky ngudi ndo xap vao mdt chd, ddi véi Dai Nguy mé noi
thyre khong t6t chut nio.

Vay, néu Li Dung Tri khong thé tin cdy nguoi khac, ¢ danh phai tin thoi. Tan Quynh Ngoc chic chin 14 con ciia tha inh, ¢6 nhe nhing xoa xoa mai diu
nho nho ctia n6, hai tai nhoc ta d6 ran, 4p ing néi: “Me nudi udng thude.”

C6 cudi dé mic né dut, dén khi udng xong, m6i nhin Bong Quy, 6n nhu noi:
“Pong tién sinh d ctru t6i thé nao vay?”

“Liic 4y tinh mang hoang hau bé ha nhur chi minh treo chudng, song chét kho 15, t6i moi & day im phép, ngin ngudi lai phia trede Vong Xuyén [1], von
tudng rang hoang hau bé ha c6 thé thudn loi di theo Pong Quy Pai Nguy, ndo hay ngudi lai nham ki Puong Quy (duong quy: dang vé, y I ban Tir Pat
nham tén anh Pong Quy nay thanh Puong Quy, cir tudng minh dang trén dudng ve dia pht nén phép thuat moi khong linh nghiém). Tir khi t61 hoc
phap thudt t01 nay, trong long biét khong c6 viée gi vo c6 mi xuét hién, hai chir Puong Quy ctia hoang hau bé ha, tuy miéng 1 goi t6i, nhung trong long
tit co y mudn vé dia phu, ngudi da nghi nhu vay, phap thudt cling khong hitu dung, boi vy kéo dai dén hon muroi ngdy, ¥ nghil ctia nguoi dot ngot thay
d6i, nho t6i hai chit Pong Quy, vi thé mdi c6 thé dem ngudi ra ngoai.”



On Vu Y chira tan chudi rim rap pht kin bén ngoai cin nha gd, ndi:

“Pong Quy tién sinh ndi chudi & Pai Nguy che gidu am khi, ¢6 thé tao duong dén coi 4m dé ding, ¢6 roi ra tir hai cai i chubi kia d6, ta cing Quynh
Ngoc moi voi vi kéo ¢b ra. Mudi chin ngdy nay ta lo gin chét, chi so c6 liic ra. .. tay chan dap nét thi biét im thé ndo. .. VAy ma ngay trén nguoi ¢d ¢6
mdt tir thi che chéin, m6i bao vé ¢6 vo sur. Quynh Ngoc sang nay da chon héin rdi, dyung mot cai bia khong c6 chit cho hén nita, Tir Pat, lic ndo ¢6 ¢6
thé xubng girdng, phai di béi lay mt chit di.”

“Puong nhién 16i.”” Co thay khi On Vu Y n6i dén chd nay, mit 16 ve ky la. Khong chi chi co hén cam thiy quai la, ngay ca trong long ¢6 cling cam thdy
kinh hoang, ¢6 thue mudn hoi: Pay [ that hay gia? Hay | miy nguoi ndy ciru ¢o tir huyén Déc Khanh ra, dem o gidu chd niy rdi kiém chuyén kra c6?
Thé ndy con hop Iy hon.

Nhung, ¢6 lai biét Pong Quy chac chin m dugc. Tir Hoi thuo nhé hay ¢ chung véi méy ngui ndy, thinh thodng co lai bt gip thn thén quy quy, Au
ciing thanh quen, nhung ma ddi twong dai lai thanh chinh minh, qua thyc 1a. ..
Pong Quy 6n hoa noi:

“Hoang hau bé ha, vai nam trude khi Tam tiéu thu dén Pai Nauy, co nhic véi hoang hau bé ha ring, lic trrdc néu nguoi chay trér], khong lam hoang
héu Pai Nguy, doi ndy ching ta s& khong gap lai. Nhung néu ngudi thanh hoang héu Dai Nguy, nam hai muroi lim tudi & co kiép nan nay, Pong Quy
chic chén s& ddc stre ctru gitp, ké tiép phai chdr dén khi ménh ciia hoang hau bé ha thuc sur hét, Pong Quy moi ¢ thé xuét hién trrde it ngudi duge.”

C6 nghe vAy, ngin ra. héin Ngu y ciia hén, i doi nay chi co thé tiép xtic gan giii c6 hai lin.
Vi co dén nhu viy, khuét dudi truéng ctia Tir Hoi; vi ¢6 dén nhur vy, ngan dam ciing khong quan, Ap tic chay dén? La vi. .. sb ménh sao?

Néu chuyén ndy xay ra ltic 6 con thué thiéu nién, c6 ngudi cam nguyén du quéan vao trudng, di theo cd, By than phan mon khach toan tim toan ¥ tra
gia vi cd, cd chac chan s&€ mimng & nhu dién, di duong ciing nhin nhay.

Nhung, tur khi trd thanh hoang hau, bat dau ndm trong tay quyén Iyrc quyét dinh s6 phan ngudi khac, biét 16 thi ha cang than tin cang lim viée t6t, c6 lai
0 s& co mit ngurdi vi cd ma ban mang khong e ngai.

Pong Quy trrde niit, nhin ¢6 vé nhur yéu dudi, lai hao phi hon phén nira cude doi dé giai han cho ¢d, ¢6. .. ¢6 tai dire gi chir? Tir Pat chot da, cam thiy
khong dang gitim hin, ai ai ciing khong nén chiu tréi bude ctia van ménh ban than, nén vi chinh minh ma séng mGi phai.

Pong Quy nhur nhin thiu ndi tim suy nghi ctia ¢6, kh& cudi noi:

“Pai Nguy hoang hu c6 y nghil ny, I phuc cua con dn Pai Nguy. Hoang hiu bé ha, ménh la troi sinh, van s0 1a tir than ndm giit, nim do néu ngudi

quyét dinh di, hom nay chinh B mdt Tir Pat khac, khong lién quan g dén Dong Quy ca. Chinh nhu Bong Quy, néu ngay tir dau khong muon to1 day, vay
th, hoang hiu bé ha gio chi ]a mot uhdn trong dia phu khong khac gi. Nhung ngudi thin quen gAn giii ching ta dét thanh mot tim lwéi, moi ngudi tw ndm
mdt dau chio, cho di ai mudn budng tay déu ching trach d6i phuong, deu 1 y mudn ctia ¢4 nhan thoi. Loi tién doan cta Tay Huyén Vién D9, ciing
ching qua chi i két cuc ctia mot ngudi khong chiu ¢b ging, khong mubn hra chon m thdi, sao c6 thé suy thanh trong lai ca doi cta ai dugc?”

Ngb mit ra.
“Tay Huyén Vién DO bao ngudi mdt doi binh thuan, hoang hiu bé ha nghi thé nao goi i binh thuan?”

Tir Pat nghe vay stng sdt, nhin vé& phia On Vu Y, lai nhin nhin Tiéu Quynh Ngoc mit hong hrng dang dtmg bén canh Ién it s& sor tay 4o ctia 6. CO
cudi, nim chit ban tay nho bé den thui ctia Tiéu Quynh Ngoc, ndi:

“Bic Puodng Virong gia namdo még bao cong strc mo6i co thé trd lai Bac Puong, nay ngan dam ly hwong, gip dwoc nhau vo van khé khéin, Pong Quy,
6ng i t6i mi kién nhan bao nédm cho Tir HOi chi vi cho gidr phut nay, Quynh Ngoc Ia tré con ma cling chit nita di doi nha ma, t6i nght, moi nguoi so véi
t6i déu vat va hon han, hai chit binh thuin nay ctia t6i cling khéng phai [ n6i suéng,”

“Hoang hau bé ha c6 suy nghi nay. . . i rat t5t. Thuo nho hoang hfu bé ha khong vi 1oi cua Vién DB ma bo phi cb ging tap luyén, khac hin véi nguoi
thudng, méic du khong phai cam tam tinh nguyén tr6 thanh quoc méu Dai Nguy, nhung miy nim qua nguoi van vi Bai Nguy ma déc Iong tan tim. Binh
thuan? C6 ngudi ca doi binh than dén khong hé song gio, nhung ngay ngay dém dém trong long ke d6 van khie méc oan han van ménh chinh minh; ¢6
nguoi ca doi séng to gi6 I6n nhan phai bao nhiu kh ai, nhung mbi mot dot tai dch trdi qua roi, ngudi do chinh “thuyén qué thity v ngan’ [2], tiép tuc
cude séng vui vé ctia hiin, ngudi ndi xem, ddi véi bon ho, ai s& cho ring doi minh twong ddi binh thuan?”

OnVuY cudi, di dén trude mit co, noi:

“Pong tién sinh ndi cling thure ¢ dao ly. Céi lio Vién BcA)ﬂ chét tiét kia, ch'ilpg qua [ mot g tiéu nhan tﬁ{n nhin han hep ctia Tay Huyén thoi, tit nhién s&
nghi chuyén c6 ca doi binh thuén 14 viéc qua mirc dau kho. .. Ma khoan, 16t cude c6 1a nguoi Ty Huyén hay 1a dan Pai Nguy?”

Tir Pat cuoi n6i: “Vuong gia cir xem ti a Tir Pat, dirmg coi t6i nhur ngudi mrde ndo hét.”

Hén ha ha cuoi. “Ping vay. Tir Pat chi la Tur Pat thoi. Dao trude Vién bd qua that noi ta chic chén s& vii Xuong noi 4t khéch, tir khi ta roi khoi Bic
Puong, thé thiép ké chét ngudi phiéu bat, nay bén canh chi con lai Quynh Ngoc, nhung ta khong phai van dang song day sao, vii xwong dat khach thi



thé nao? Chang & On Vu Y khong tiép tuc cude song khodi hoat vui vé?” Mot gidy sau, thiy Tir Dat kinh ngac nhin hén, vé mt hén hoi dju xudng, 6n
nhu ndi Bao nhiéu nguoi ta gap, cling chi ¢d co6 khien ta cam thay dau long dén vay. Qua nhién, ta ngan dam xa x6i tim ¢ nhéan la ding,”

“Vuong gia sao khong thi ¢ lai Dai Nguy lu dai? Nam d6 t6i chi mot long tim tim nigm niém Tay Huyén, nghil chi ¢6 Tay Huyén moi i qué nha thyc
sur, nhung nhiu ndm nay, thyrc long ciing da coi Pai Nguy 1 nha. C6 thé noi, c¢d phai qué nha hay khong, ciing 1a tir trong long minh th6i.”” C6 chan thanh
161

Hén chi mim cudi, khong dap ma hoi nguoc lai: “Co phai vé bén canh Ly Dung Tri?”

C5 khong chit suy nghi d4p: “Puong nhién roi.”

“Aj, qua thug la déng tiéc qgé nha, nam do Ly Dung Tri danh mf),t caqh bac, mao hiém vi co, nay lai cé dugce toan bd chan tinh cua co, that 1a. . . ké
thing cudc r6i d6.” On Vu Y mang vé mit ticc han khon cting, li€c miat nhin Quynh Ngoc mit cai.

“Me nudi, Quynh Ngoc dd nguoi néim xudng nhé, Pong Quy noi me phii ngii thit 1u thi am khi mdi ¢6 the tan di, moi ¢6 thé khée manh trd lai.” Quynh
Ngoc lai nhin c6 day trong doi, thAn minh nho nho tién vao trong long cd.

Nhéc vira noi xong, ¢4 cam thiy v cting mét moi, tham chi trong co thé con c6 mot ngudn khi virdng mic, cure ky khé chiu, khong khoi non khan vai
lan. Co theo 101 ndm xuong, Quynh Ngoc lap tire dap chan giip cd, chui vao chian 6m c6 ngi.

“Quynh Ngoc am tot m.”
C6 nham it lai, mo hd nghe duoe tiéng On Vu'Y hoi Dong Quy: “Thé I duoe roi?”

“U, t6i bit budc hoang hau tinh ddy trure, noi rd nguyén cd, dé nguoi biét minh van con sdng, kéo lic ngudi & trong mdng y chi dao dong, s& Bp tirc
Jam vao hén mé. Durong khi ctia Quynh Ngoc rat tot, rat hitu ich d6i voi hoang hu, chang qua chi nam yén nhu vay, khong dén mdt nam rudi s&€ on.”

“Chuyén quy than nay diing i “loan thét bat tao’ that...” On Vu Y bat cudi. “Ta thiy, Vién DS kia con liu moi bi dugc 6ng, nhung lai duoc Tay Huyén
ton lam than sur.”

“Vién Db thdy duoc Vuong gia VUi XAC qué nguol, tuong ring day I két thic ctia ngai, nhung lai khong thiy duoc sau khi virong gia 10i khoi Béc
Pudng moi ¢ mdt con duong sdng. Tam nhin hén qua han hep, ha tét phai phan chia qué minh qué nguoi Bm g, manh dat dudi chén noi ching ta dimg,
chinh 14 qué huong cta ching ta.”

On Vu Y ngdi xubng canh giwrong, liéc mt nhin Tir Bat mdt c4i, ha ha cuoi: “C6 1& dng n6i ding. Bon vurong tir sau khi tr vé Bic Puong, khong thiy
duoc tinh nguroi chan thit nira, thire mu6n nghit khong c6 ai khong dam an thit nguoi, ai ngo dén nay con ¢ phiic gip lai 6 nhén that long doi dai voi
bon vrong xua ay, cling coi nhu 1a di€u tot khi Iy huong di.”

Tir Pat khong nghe duoc gi nita, ¥ thirc md mit, roi vio gidc mong ngot ngip tran bong tdi noi qué nha.

[1]: Vong Xuyeén: con song dudi Amphﬁ, ¢6 cau Nai Ha bic qua. Ngudi ta khi chuyén kiép dau thai, budc qua song, udng chén canh Manh Ba thi s&
quén hét toan bd nhitng sy viée kiép trude.

[2]: ‘”Thuyér} qué thity vo ngan” thuyén xubng nurde, lic dau sé tao ra vai dot séng nhung sau d6 mit mrdc lai king yén khong vét tich. Y chi viée khong
quan tim dén qua khi, d1 vang,
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Chuwong 15

To mo sang, mdt chiée xe ngwa loc coc kn banh trén con duong & kinh thinh. Sau xe thd ra mdt khudn mit nho nhd den den, t mo nhin ngd tu duong
gon gang sach s¢.

Mot ngudi dan ong xdch mdt boc ndng, dit mdt con ngwa den di ngang qua chiéc xe. Nhéc den den nho nho kia o mot tiéng;
“Cht o, chi v6i chit Virong gia n6i ngurdi Pai Nguy khong cudng trang nhur thé nhi” Vira to vira cao.

Tir Pat von dang nira dya vao Tiéu Quynh Negoc, thiém thiép ngt, nghe duoc i nay, thity Pong Hoi cing On Vu Y van con nhéim miit dudng thén, co
16 ra wira thay, vé mét kinh ngac, quay lai kéu Ién: “Ding xe, khong can dén nha nira.”

Ngay sau d6, 6 vén rém xe Ién, ding chat giong van con khan khan goi to: “Pai cong tir. . . khy khy, Tir Pat da tro vé.”


http://ebookfull.net

Bong dang cao 16n chot ding siing lai.

“Dai cong tir, troi m6i tinh mo, anh xach i theo 1 mubn di dau?”

Thén hinh kia chim réi di chuyén lai gin. DAu tién héin thiy trong xe ngwa mot khudn mit bé nho den den, long dAy nghi hogc, giong ndi nay hoi I Ia,
nhung, ¢6 tu xung 1a Tr Dat, Tir Pat sao lai bién thanh theé nay, sau khi chuyén thé thay doi hinh dang qua nhanh u? Tiép theo, han lai nhin Ién trén, ciing
den nhu vay, qua thuc I3 gwong mét cua Tur Pat khong sai.

Hin dam dam nhin, chiéc tdi trong tay roi xudng,

Pay van I 1an dau tién co thiy cong tir cao quy kiéu ngao O Pong Sinh niy dure nit ra nhur thé nha.

C6 gwong cudi: “La t6i khong tbt, nira ndm ndy d lm Pai cong tir lo Eing.”

“.7Vé mat han khong chit thay doi, doi Imt liéc vé phia chan troi da g chut sic hong nhung van con mo 6, i dén khi nhin thiy Bic Puong On
Vu Y dang ngdi trong xe, hin moi chim réi cét giong thi thao: “Nhj tiéu thur. .. Ngudi da trd lai, that 1 qua t6t. . . Troi that B dep, nguoi ddy du tring tron
vanh vanh. ..” N6i xong 10i cudi ciing, héin d4 khong biét minh dang n6i cai gi.

Ngay ca ngudi tinh tinh inh dam nhu O POng Sinh cling bét dau hoang hot m mit, hung chi | nhimg keé khéc? Nhi thé, Tir Dat vn mudn vé nha
tru6e, doi Ly Dung Tri thuong triéu xong thi s€ hoi cung sau, nhung bay gio. ... C6 nghi, thoi thi vao cung thang luon di. Nhung khi tien dén ctra cung moi
phat hién, tat ca thi vé déu da duoc thay doi, khong c6 1énh bai nhat quyet khong cham churée.

0 Béng Sinh th?iy thé, budc 1en mdt bude, noi: “Ta k nguoi than can nhét bén canh hoang hau b¢ ha, nguoi di chuyén cao cho Pai Nguy thi v¢ deo dao
Tién Lam T bén canh hoang thugng, rang cé viéc quan trong can noi.”

“Nguoi than can nhit bén’canh’hoéng h@l{?” Thi vé c}]?m E:hfI trong mdt khéc, gat Qe‘iu tra lot: “Bay gidr hoang thurong dang thurong tridu, t6i s& di tim Tién
dai nhan, nhung khong chéc chan | ¢6 the moi ngai ay dén. .. C6 phai lién quan dén viée tuyén hiu hom nay khong?” Lic y n6i nhimg 101 nay, cam giac
c6 nurong durng chéch xa phia kia chot giat minh nhin lai.

Y theo ban niing nhin vao mit ¢, sau d6 hoi ngén ra, voi vang chay di tim nguoi.

ring lic d6, mwra phin bét dau it phat bay, nhimg tia urde bét dau ken day, séc trdi ciing am dam héin. Tir sang s6m, tm trang Tién Lam Tt da khong
yén, lic ndo trong dau cling 1én von anh niit cta bé ha t6i hom qua khi nhin nhitng birc tranh my nhan.

Hom nay bach quan vao dién, cling hét thurong ngay, nhung trong long céu lai cam thdy nhur mura gié sdp dén. Cau nghe thi vé truc cira cung bao cao lai,
thoang do dur, ap tirc nghii ra ring ngudi no nhit dinh 2 O Pdng Sinh.

O Dai thiéu e nay i tim cdu im gi? Xura nay cdu van ¢6 diéu kinh so voi tai v6 nghé ctia O Dong Sinh, lai thém tinh tinh trdi sanh ctia O Dong Sinh néu
khong c6 viée gi tuyét doi s& khong tim dén, lién ndi véi Ly Dung Tri:

“Bé ha, O Pong Sinh tim than. C6 nén...”

Burde chan ctia vi Bai Nguy bé ha dang dinh vao dién thuong tridu b(’)ng khurng Iai, thi v¢ xung quanh déu yén ling khong mdt ﬁéng dong, Hin quay du
lai, nhe giong hoi: Y tim cdu lam gi?”

Am giong kia gon mdt chit khan cép khac thwong, Tién Lam Ta khé nh6i ong, khong danh nhin chii thugng lai dmmbt tia hy vong khong 6 thuc, ién
noi: “Cé the 1a muon roi di, dung ic lai nhé ra thir gi hoang hiu bé ha tirng trao cho anh ta, muon nho than chuyén lai cho bé ha, cho nén...”

“Puge 10i, cau di Ky di, dimg dé y doi au. Xong budi tridu, dura thir 6 dén ngy thu phong.”

Tién Lam Ta inh ménh. Cau voi vang di dén cira cung, e dau chi thiy dwoc O Ddng Sinh dang cdm du che, dimg trong mdt goc.
“O Pai thiéu!”

O Pdng Sinh udng Iy mot lt, giao du lai cho nguwoi dimg sau, ap tire di nhanh dén.

Tién Lam T dé y thiy trong goc cira cung con ¢ mdt ngudi dang dimg, ngudi no budng dit, mét moi tira vao tuong tiép tuc gd gd tay. Trong goc khudt
bdng, cdu khong 10 14 ai, va lai chuyén ndy cling khong quan trong, quan trong la —

“O Pai thiéu, ¢ chuyén gi khin cap khong?”
“Hom nay Ly Dung Tri mudn chon hau?”
“_..” Cau qua thue khong biét rot cude hdm nay bé ha dinh lam céi gi
O Pdng Sinh cudi nhat:

“Pén nay cung 1im chi m&i nira ndm mt tich, Ly Dung Tri da tuyén hau, chuyén nay Nhi tiéu thu Aim sao ma chiu ndi. Méi nira nim, cho diu nguoida



chét, xurong cét van con chira lanh, hin qua thire nghi ring Tir Pat ¢6 thé bi thay thé dé dang nhur vay u?”

Tién Lam Ta nghe vay, tirc gidn niing:

“O Pai thiéu n6i | chuyén phai c6 hrong tam mdt chit.”” Cau thoang nhin, tir chic xe ngya dang ddu ¢ xa c6 ngudi che du, tir tir di dén goc tuong cura
cung. Mt cau rét tinh, chi y thdy nguoi ndy rét gidng con cong loe loet diém diia Bic Dudng On VuY, t1ep theo, con cong sic so kia tai cAm Ky dit
che gitip cho nguroi no. Céu thoang chit nghi ngo, nhung khong kim dugc tire gian trong long, tlep tuc mang: “Nura ndm nay b¢ ha day vo dan vat thé
ndo t6i déu thay rét 15, cho dui bay gid ngai iy tuyen hdu phi, t6i ciing s& tuyét ddi doc long. May thang nay ngai ay sai nguoi ban hét nhitng con diéu hau
bay ngang tim cung hoang hau, dap gy canh, néu clr nhur vay, anh néi b¢ ha s& tr6 thanh thé nao? Khong bang dé ngai dy nhan rd sy thire, cho du
khong tim durgc thi thé, dem quin 4o dua vao king tim trude ciing duoc. . . Khoan d4, céi gl goi 1 cho dii ngudi da chét, xurong bt ciing con chura lanh,
10 rang. .. Bic Pudng virong gia?”

OnVuyY tura tiéu phi tiéu, bung du trong lan mira, chim rai budc dén. “LAm T{, ciu con nhG 13 ta hir, xem ra trf nhd clia cu ciing khong t61.”
“Ngai...”

“Lam T, sao bé ha lai phai bat diéu hau xubng bé canh? Thi vui mdi clia ngai Ay sa0?” Cé ngudi hoi nhur vdy.

... Al cAn nguoi lo, nguoi la ai?”

O Pdng Sinh nghiéng minh Iui mdt budc, 16 ra nguoi dimg sau.

Khu6n mit den tuyén nhung xinh dep, nhudm sic béch bac tiéu tuy nhung chén méy lai virong nét cudi, méi toc dai doi chd 4m wét, dung 1 nguoi On
Vu'Y dang che du giiip. Tuy rang nguoi do rat my I, nhung cdu s¢ hii vo cung!

Séc mit Lam T tréing nhot, run run tit vao miéng, chi chi c6, giong run Iy bay:

“A..”

“Dlg dra vao Bing tAm, ta van con séng ma. ..

“A 4 4, ma! Maaa~~ -” Cau lién tuc Iui v& phia sau, kinh hoang hét choi tai. Lan d4u tién trong doi cau gip ma! Lin d4u tién do!
“_.. LAmT0, ta da ndi ta con sdng co ma...”

“Ma! Ma! Hon phach hoang hau bé ha da hién v&, cudi ciing ciing bi bé ha triéu vé u ~

“Nay, ngdm miéng lai!”

DU budi triéu da bt dau.

Tién LAm T4 voi vang kéo mot vién quan nhé bé & ngoai dién lai, suy nghi mdt lat, ]éy dao xuéhg, mdi Ién It bude vao dién, cudi cung 161 mdt vién quan
khéc ra, n6i nho may cau vao tai.

Vién quan kia liéc cau mdt cai dy ky la, khong hiéu gi hét ciing di vao, thing dén chd Minh Nguyét, king I& truyén lai 1oi.
Minh Nguyét cti dau lui ra ngoai, vira dén ngoai dién da thip giong hoi:
“Cau tim t6i c6 chuyén gi? Bay gio bé ha dang 6...”

Tién LAm T ghé vio tai hén thi thim, Minh Nguyét ngang phit dau Ién, vira thiy vién quan nho bé kia, sic mit tring béch, tron tron mét. Nhung dii sao
cting da trai qua muon van soéng gio, han binh tinh lai cuc nhanh, nhe giong noi:

“Than din hoang. .. di vao. Bay gio bé ha ngai dy...”

Vién quan nhé tréng rong cudi néi “Pang ban ludn viée lap hau?”

“Duong nhién khong phai. Mi theo thn.” Bude 1én dai dién, ding lic hoang thurong ha chi, mdt quan vién nhét phdm bi 4p giai ra ngoai.

Vién quan nho khé giat minh, quay dAu nhin 6ng Ao quan nhit pham dang khong ngimg kéu oan kia. Néu c6 nhé khong nhdm, bé ha rét khong thich
ngudi ndy, nhung thily chung van an binh bat dong, gia toc vién quan nay 6 hon murdi nguoi déu c6 chirc danh trong quan truong, phai cho tap hop day

du chitng c6 pham tdi, xac thue trong gia toc ¢ bao nhiéu ngudi két bé dong 16a, sau d6 moi bat ngudi, ma nhanh nhu vay da diéu tra xong ca 16i u?

C6 di theo Minh Nguyét, cti dau bude vao dign. Trong dién c6 tiéng ri ram khe khe, nhung c6 khong nghe 10 cho lim, Minh Nguyét kinh can kéo nhe
tay 40 quan cuia c0, n6i nhd: “Xin dung bén canh than.”

“C6 chuyén gi vay?”” C6 thi thao hoi: “Bo Hinh da didu tra 15 rang toan bd mdt nha Luu dai nhan?”



Minh Nguyét quay dau thap giong hoi modt vién quan khéc, quay lai dap: “Chua a. Nhung bé ha da ha chi, bt giir toan bd mdt nha ctia Luru dai nhan
trude, dé bo Hinh thAm van mot thé.”

C6 strng s0.. “Luru dai nhén B dai thin c6 cOng gitp bé ha diing co ndm do, di thé ndo ciing. ..” cling khong thé ‘minh myc trrong dam’ (tréing tron) nhur
thé chur, ¢6 1 thi nén phat, nhung trong mét ngurdi ngoai bé ha chinh 1a dang dai sat cong than do.

Hudng chi, niim ngodi héin timg béo ¢0, ¢6 noi ding, chuyén ciia O Dong Sinh | mdt vi du déng rit kinh nghiém, én ciia Luru gia khong thé bét oan mot
mang ngudi ndo, can phai di€u tra 10, doi b Hinh dua chimg cir pham t6i Ién, con han s& dirmng mdt bén khdng nhing tay.

Minh Nguyét thip giong néi: “Con gii ctia Luru dai nhn ciing bi dan giai vao bd Hinh.”
“Sao?”

“B6 Hinh khong khoan dung v6i phu nit cho Eim, hity dung ciiing 1 chuyén c6 thé xay ra.”
“Viéc nay...”

“May hém trurée Liru dai nhan da dem chan dung con gai minh dua vao cung”

“_..” Tim ¢6 nhay thich thich, ndm chit ban tay dang rin rin md hoi. Chéng . .. C6 dang dinh nging d4u nhin nguoi ngdi trén long ¥ trong dién kia, dot
nhién nghe thay nguoi no cuoi hoi:

“Con viée gi khong? Néu khong con, bai tridu di.”

Tiéng cudi kia, lim ngudi ta thdy nhu ‘mao ¢t ting nhién’ (ndi gai dc). La do da lau Fimrdi ¢6 khong nghe thiy tiéng ctia Ly Dung Tri sao? Thinh giac
¢6 d6i phan la Bm

Bach quan déi nit nhin nhau. Hom nay budi thuong triéu van nhur 1& thuong, khong c6 van d& gi 16n, chila bé ha da loai bo mdt g quan. .. Mot 1o than
budc ra, nhin chiim chiim céi trong hdt [1] dang cAm trong tay, n6i: “Than c6 viéc bam tAu.”

“Cl A9

“Tir khi Pai Nguy lp nudc ti nay, bat ké 1 quy ché song virong ciia hoang dé khai qudc, hodc la quy ché hau phi sau ndy, vi tri hoang hau chua tumng
bi bo trong Liic xura tién hoang Pai Nguy tir liic thiéu nién di ¢6 con ndi dong, bé ha dang tudi curong trang, nhung két hon cting Tir hoang hau da bon
ndm van chua ¢6 con, nay Tir hoang hau da thanh ky trc. . . Bay gio dang dung thoi khéc thai binh, xin bé ha suy nghil cho thén minh, suy nghi cho Pai
Neuy, tirc Kkhdc chuén bi viée tuyén haudia.”

“Thoi khéc t6t sao. ... Tran khanh néi dung, i nén tuyén hau.”

Tir Pat mi mt khe run, nhéch nhéch miéng, king 1§ quay dAu lai nhin ra phia xa xa ngoai cung, Tién Lam Té dang khoai chi nhay téi nhay lui, viy tay lia
lia, thoat nhin chang khac gi ga trong dang khi€u vil.

Con ga trong ndy, qua thue khong n6i sai sao? B¢ ha thuc dang doi c6 sao? Con n6i bé ha dang throng triéu khong thé bai triéu trude gid, voi vang kéo
c6 dén, bao dé b¢ ha nhin mt cai trude da, vui mirng duge khac nao hay khic nay.

“B¢ ha!”” Bach quan mimng 3.

Nguoi dan 6ng miic kim bao ngdi trén cao lai Am dp mim cudi, ndi:

“Tram d xem qua cac burc chan dung 10i, déu I my nhan ca. Nhung b gai d6 chic chin khong thé nang nbi kim dao, trdm ciing khong é p budc, nhung
van phai c6 yéu cau cin ban.” Hanra Iénh cho thai gian: “Truyen y chi ctia tram, sau khi dua nhing ¢6 gai thanh ti my I d6 vao cung, kiém tra k§ ludng
xong, bo hét vao quan tai dong nép lai, & mdt ngy mot dém, néu 6 ai c6 thé con sbng di ra, trdm Kp tire ton ning Ay m qubc mau!”

X

Bach quan nghe vay, quy rap ca xubng dét, chi con Tir Pat dimg ngo ngén tai chd. “Bé ha bot gian!”
Ly Dung Tri mim cuoi:

“Tram c6 ndi nong dau, tirc gidn cai gi? Thién tir Dai Nguy khong phai hang ngudi tham luyén séc dep, tuyén hau ma chi dé tim dén dung nhan, d6 1a si
nhyc trm. Tram I ciru g chi t6n gan giii voi thién thugng nhét, nguwdi dimg bén canh trdm phéi gan trdi cao moi duge. Nam d6 hoang hu bé ha lién
két quy than, co thé tir cdi chét song lai, Pai Nguy hoang hiu sau nay it nhét ciing phai m duoc nhur thé chir!” Ngit khi vo ciing diu dang binh than,
hoan toan khong thiy nira phin tirc gidn, tira nhur thure mong ¢6 thé tim duge mdt vi nit than nhur vay.

Tét cé quan vién quy phyc dudi dién, khong dém tho. Hén tir tir ddo anh mit qua mot hrot, cudi cing dimg lai & vién quan nh6 bé, nguoi duy nhat khong
quy xuong kia.

N6i hdn nho, 1 vi chiéu cao ctia hén chi thdp hon cac vién quan khac mot chitt, nhung thén hinh giy yéu, trang phuc quan lai méc trén nguoi ¢ chit qua
kho.



Chéic 1a hén con dang ngy ngan, da quén quy xudng dét, hai mét dat mot goc vudng chéim chéim vao tugng hot dang cam trong tay, khong thé thiy 1
dién mao hén dugc. Quan vién ndo ddy? Tai sao minh khong ¢6 mdt chit an twong nao? Ly Dung Tri théy héin dimg bén canh Minh 1 Nguyét, ma trong
bach quan trén triéy, binh thuong Minh Nguyét khong bao gio dimg qua gAn mot nguoindo ca. C6 & Minh Nguyét timg lam mot tiéu quan ban nghé &
Tay Huyén, boi vy khi tré vé& Dai Nguy uon doc lai doc ving, khong giao hao cing bét ki ké ndo, vi thé trong long hiin ludn c6 mdt chit dy ndy véi cdu
ta.

Hon nita, Minh Nguyét cing Lam T vi di tim Tir Dat, da chube bao nhiéu khd &i & huyén Déc Khanh. .. Anh mit Ly Dung Tri bdng quét dén hinh déng
dang nhéy t6i nhay lui & ngoai dién kia.

Lam T!
Tim hin bop mdt tiéng, n6i: “Ha ¥ chi ctia trim, mau tuyén Tién LAm Td & ngoai dién vao!”

Théi giém voi vang vang ménh. Tién Lam T nhanh nhen di vao, bude chén nhe nhang nhur sap bay ién, cau di vao trudc dién, quy xubng ndi: “Bg ha,
Tién Lam Ta da dén.”

“... Cau lay cai gi vé 16i?”

“La mot thir tt, vO clng tot a! Bé ha...” Tién Lam Tt dimg ngoai dién, khong & bén trong da xay ra nhimg chuyén gi, bay gid thdy, tat ca moi ngudi
déu quy xubng, nhung Tir Pat van dtmg thang khong quy. Ding vay, c6 1 hoang hiu bé ha, quy céi gi chi?

“Thir t6t? Thir 6t gi?”” Tir Pat dé lai c4i gi tot chir? Nang khong dé lai mot thir gi ca!

Tién Lam Ta chi vao Tir Pat, cudi noi: “Bé ha van chua théy sao? Chinh Ia...”

Tir Pat tién Ién, quy gbi bén canh Tién Lam Tv, nng twong hdt noi:

“B¢ ha, thin ¢6 tin tirc t5t!”

Tién Lam T hé héc mdmy, trimg mét nhin ¢o.

Li Dung Tri kh& nhiu may: “N6i.”

“Bé ha mudn tim mdt ¢d galtmhthongquythan]amlnu, thanbletratro 6 mot nguoi nhur vay. Co 4y timg songlaltu trong quan tai, gan déy tai tro vé
tr hoangtuyen, 1a mdt ngudi danh ciing khong chét, nay ¢ Ay mudn tim mot vi hon phu gan giii troi cao. Thén thiy, bé ha cing ¢6 Ay I ¥ troi tac hop,

khong biét y bé ha thé nio?”

L}:l Dung Tri kh& nheo mit, chim i dung day, budc xuéng buc thém, dung trude mit co. Hin quet it qua Tién LAm Ta, LAm Ta dang mit chit O
mom chit A nhin vién quan nho bé nay.

Giong noi cﬁa Vig‘:n quan to gan ndy khan khan trAm thép, twa nhu da 1an 161 bao nhiéu dam trudng van chua uéng duogce mot ly mrde mat lanh. Amthanh
dd, han chac chan chua tirng nghe qua.

“Nguoi...”

Vién quan budng tuong hot xudng, cti dau lAy ra tir dng tay 4o mdt vat. Ly Dung Tri chim chi nhin, B mdt soi day do thim

Long hin gon mot tia ngd vire, lai nghe vién quan cét 1oi:

“Déu i phéi c6 tAm y ctia bé ha, nhung c6 Ay ciing a nguoi buéng binh, dii c6 ga cho ai ciing phéi ¢6 mdt dong tam két méi dwoc. Vai nam trude, ¢d
dem dong tam ket dua cho mdt nguroi, nhlrng lic d6 khong phai 1a thyre tinh muon ga, chi tham nghi dén viéc hra than cua nguoi do thdi... Lanndy, la
chan tim thanh y mubn dua ddng tim két cho vi hon phuma ¢d thurong quy. ..” Giong cang ltc cang iu xiu, duyén do ring ¢o thir khong b1et bao nhiéu
lan, soi dy tét lai déu chang ra hinh thi gi ca. C6 hoc cing chi quan, nhung tay ¢6 vung vé khong stra dugc, ngay ca Quynh Ngoc con tét duroc vai cai,
¢ thi quay cho “loan thit bat tao’.

Cubi cling, ¢6 mét hét hy vong, gio' hai tay lén cao, trong long ban tay 1 soi ddy théim d6 kia. “Néu bé ha c6 y voi ¢o Ay, xin gitp ¢6 hoén thanh dong
tAmkét.”

Ly Dung Tri m6 to mt nhin dng ban tay den min kia. Ong tay 4o ctia vién quan nhd bé d6 qua rong, Iic gio tay 1én cao tay 4o trrot xudng, hé ra canh
tay.

Mau da tay, cting den 6ng,

Ly Dung Tri d& mit nhin, d6i An m& miéng dinh n6i, lai thdy minh chi Eip bip duoc nhimg tiéng v thanh. Mt héin thing bing khong chop, phai ging im
mdi ép duoc ban than quay lai chd Lam Ta.

M3t LAm T4 do hoe, gat manh dAu.



Hén lai kéo anh nhin dén Minh Nguyét dang quy phia xa, Minh Nguyét phuc trén dét, nhung khée moi lai wdp mot nu cuoi
“Bé ha khong mudn sao? Mot c6 gai nhur vay khong phai d& gip dau.” C6 thic giuc.
Hén mu mém nhin vién quan nay, chim chap viron tay By soi chi d6 trong long ban tay ¢6, bét dau tét lai dong tam két.

Tir Pat nhe ning miét, thdy nhitng ngén tay hin Bp cap vap vap, vai lin con truot mét soi ddy, 10 1 qué xtic dong dén khong thé cAm nén, nhung it ra,
6 nght, con khéo o hon co.

C6 lai rit mi xubng, hoi mim cudi, méi dén khi cam thdy c6 nguoi dé dat dat dong tim két lai trén long ban tay ¢6, mit ¢d bit dwoc hinh anh nd, cudi noi:
“Bé ha khéo tay that.”

“Nguoi. . . nging dau lén.” Giong héin khan dic.

C6 khong ngimg, chi ning ddng tim két Ién cao. “Bé ha c6 chan tim thanh y nhan iy dong tim ket ndy? Néu 1 thanh tim thyuc 1ong, xin déng ¥ ¢6 gai
4y. Trir khi hai bén déu da thurc sur tuyét 1ong, khong thé phan tim véi mot c6 gai ndo khdc nira.”

“... Nguoi ximg d6i v6i trdm. .. t nhét. .. ciing phai la mdt my nhan da den. .. Néu khong tan mét thdy duoc, trdm. .. sao c6 thé nhan 10i?”
C6 nghe vy, thire dirt khoét nging nit 1én nhin thing hén, than nhién cuoi.
“B¢ ha, thé nd0?” C6 nghil nghi, hit mil quan xudng, mai toc den 6ng xda dai xudng thit ung,

Hinh nhur trong dién ¢6 ngudi hét Iom gi 6, 6 khong dé ¥, chi cham chéim nhin héin. Hoi gy mot chit, phong théi van nhur xura, doi nguroi 4m va séng
ngoi dang bat chat lay co, khong chop.

Nk thi, ddy 1 lan dau tién co théy hén boc 16 xtic cam ninh liét dén mirc nhur vAy nha. Néu khong phai do chin dong, kich dong, xtc dong, rung
dong da dat ngudng vO tan thi Jam thé nao ¢4 ve mit d6 duoc? Timed memhan, diu dang n6i: “Néu bé ha nguyén long, o by ciing ddng y bé ha, trir
khi ménh ¢b da hét, néu khong, bét ké ¢b phiéu bat dén dau, nhét dinh s& tr& vé bén canh bé ha, cling v6i ngai, ndm tay ngai, di hét con duong mot
kiép.”

“.. Lam T(.” Hin van khong doi mit.

“Than ddy a.”

Ly Dung Tri von mudn hoi cau, homnay 1ot cude la ngly rrf'}y thang miy, c6 phéi minh dang ndm mo hay khong? Ngudi trudc niit 1 ai? Nhung hinh
nhu hén tring bua chodng, chi thdy mbi ¢d map may nhu khau hinh: “BE ha, c6 hoi lanh.”

Hin v6 thirc d& ¢6 dimg lén.

Nhe qué! Tir Pat khoe manh lic trude, Tir Dat ddy da hon phy nir Dai Nguy. .. sa0 ¢6 thé gy dén mirc nhur viy? Lanh budt mong manh, grong it
ticu tuy, nhung nét cudi cta co van khong tan, dem dong tim ket dua cho han.

“B¢ ha, néu nhan dong tim két, d6 chinh 1 cho phép 6.

“... Tram van Iu6n luon cho. .. ch 6 Ay doi hoi trdm di chi mot diél}. .. C0 4y yéu cu, chinh 1a cam tam tinh nguyén & lai bén canh trim, toan bo tra gia
déu I thuce da. .. Tt nhién ta s& dong y. Di ¢6 Ay c6 hoi bao nhiéu lan, ta van dong y ma thoi. ..

Hoi cay x¢ 1én i, ¢6 nhe cudi:

“Vay, bé ha, c6 phai 1 nén rit lai y chi, dé nhimg ¢4 gii xinh dep trong tranh nay dugc tir do quyét dinh chuyén hon nhn ctia minh? Bat ngudi ta nhdt
vao quan tai cling h01 tan nhin do.” C6 lai ném tay hin, 51et nhe, cudi noi: “Bé ha, tay ngai chot lanh chot nong, 1 bi Tir Pat lam hoang hét sao? Str
ménh ctia Tir Pat vin chura hoan thanh dau, nay da tré v&, bé ha c6 vui mimg khong?”’

“Sir m¢nh?” Héin khan giong hoi, nhin doi mbi bot bat ciia ¢6 mo ra khép lai. La ngwoi séng! Qua thyc | ngwdi song. Am giong tuy hoi khin kho, khong
nhur trude day, nhung dich xac 1 nguoi trong long han, khong thé lam duge.

“Str ménh di cing bé ha. Hoang thwong ctia mt quic gia hm 530 CO thé khong c6 hoang hau di ctng? Néu doi nay Tir Pat hoang hau, vay thi lam
ban duong cta bé ha 14 viée duong nhién! Vi tri ndy, t6i phai ng01 cho vimg vang vao nita.” C6 ddo mét qua bach quan trén dién déu dang g6 ngudi ra,
cat cao giong: “Tir hoang héu da dung than thé quy than dé tr& vé, chinh 1 hop v6i yéu cau ctia bé ha. Vi thé viéc tuyén hiu sau ndy, khong can nhic lai
nita. Bai triéu di!”

“Tu Pat! Tt Pat!”

C6 ngudi vo v vao ma co.

C6 mo mo ming mang tach hai mi nt, thiy Ly Dung Tri dang ngdi bén canh giwong. “Dung Tri...”



Anh mit hin dong lai trén gwong mit ¢, X6t xa n6i: “Udng thude ndo.”

C6 trm mot tiéng, mdt cung nir dén diu c6 ngdi ddy, dé Ly Dung Trj diit timg mudng thube. C6 dé y thay, tim phong iy hinh nhur hoi | la. .. C6 cti dau
wira thay, long chot hoang hot: “B¢ ha, day 1a long sang d6!”

“Dng viy.” Han cudi, lau qua khoe miéng c6, khi ngon tay a6t qua moi ¢6, dot nhién ding lai, noi ma khong quay dAu: “Ra ngoai hét di, trAm chim
s6c hoang hdu dugc r6i.”

Céc thai giam cung nit xép thanh mdt hang di ra ngoai, hén lp tirc kéo md ¢d 40 ctia ¢o ra, 16 ra xwong quai xanh ciing chiéc yém
C5 hé héc miéng. “Bé ha...” Giira ban ngy ban mat, hin c6i mo nhur thé tir khi ndo vay?
“Gay qu4.” Han 6t ngon tay trén da co, dimg giita bau ngue mot i A, chuyén xudng eo. “Chéng co ti thit ndo.”

Mt ¢6 do ung. “Dung I gy di rat nhidu. Bé ha tam thoi chiu dung cy giy tre chan phéo niy di, dén khi Tir Dat mip Ién, cam giéc lic 6ms8 thich

A 9

Ly Dung Tri cudi khé: “Loi nay chinh xac [a nang néi dﬂ?iy.” N6i xong, hén kéo 96 4o lai gitip ¢0, lai nhich dén gan mot chit, dit co timg mudng thudc.
Thudc can, han dét chén xudng, ndi: “Thai y bao co thé nang suy nhurgc, phai tam bo nhicu vao.”

“Pong Hoi ndi duong khi ctia thiép van qua it, am khi khong chiu tan di, néu c6 thé trd vé xin bé ha d6 khi, chic s& nhanh hon rat nhiéu.”
Ly Dung Tri nghe vy, rit ngac nhién. “Dong Hoi?”’

“La ngudi bén canh Tir Hoi, toan bd 1an nay 1 6ng Ay thi trién phap thuat dé ciru thiép. . .”” C6 n6i con chra xong, da thy hén coi gidy ra leo kén giurong,
tlr phia sau dua c6 vao mdt cai 6m am ap.

“Do khi nhur thé nao? Thé nay dung khong? Hay phai ding phwong phép khéc?”

Tir Pat hoi choang vi sir chii dong ciia hén, nhung c6 1uén luon khong o vé g, chi curdi: “Thoi gian ndy chuyén qudce s chi trong vao tai ning ctia bé ha,
ngai 6m Tir Pat mt céi la da r6i”

Cénh tay kia ting thém mdt phan e, khién toan bd kg ¢6 dich sat vao trong long hén, chit khong mdt khe hé. Hin ndi: “Nhu nay nhé? C6 chd ndo
chua du chat khong?”

Meic dau Tir Pat khong nhim nit, nhung cling ¢6 thé nghe ra mdt giot lo 4u 4n trong giong ndi ctia hin, tham chi con thém chit bdi rdi, nhur khong biét
minh dang chim trong mong hay ngdi gitta doi. Tim ¢6 chua x6t, kién quyét xoay ngudi lai, vong tay 6m Ay hung hén.

“Sao lai vé tré nhur vay? Khong phéi ngudi bdo tin cho ta nifa.” Hin nhe giong hoi, khong ngimg vudt ve méi toc dai xda trén heng ¢d. Soi toc ¢6 chit
kho xo, nhung d4 1 ciia Tir Dat, trong mit héin, ngan toc ndy con quy hon ca ngan vang,

C6 nham mit lai, Fing nghe tiéng tim héin trong 1dng ngue, thoa mén cudi noi:

“Thiép ngi subt nira nam, méi dén vai ngay trude Pong Hoi cho rang cir nhur vy ciiing khong 6n. Duong khi ctia dé virong cire manh, chi bang dé ngai
gitip d0 thip dé phuc hoi.” C6 khéo Iéo né di cau hoi, vi sao khong phai nguoi dén béo tin. Trong nira ndmdo, ¢6 ¢4 tinh lai vai lan, ¢6 xin Bac Budng
vuong gia thong bao gitip, nhung tat nhién Bac Puong vuong gia chi khoai ngdi xem kich, hoan toan khong nuon nhac tay giip ¢ du la chit viée vt
vanh ndy.

Quynh Ngoc di sao ciing chi moi 14 dira tré, da sém khong kham dugc viée ca ngay phai 6m c6 ngi, dwong khi ctia n6 tuyét di khong thé so sanh véi
de vurong Dai Nguy. Bong Hoi tram suy ngan tinh, 1ot cudc lai mao hiém thye hanh phap thudt, goi cd tinh ddy lan nita, vé kinh lan nay tim Thién tir Am
clru tinh.

“Tu Dat!”

C6 lai bi lay fic, lo mo 161 “Ngai yén tam, thlep chi ng, khong phai chét, dimg rung thiép nira im gi B¢ ha, bai triéu xong ngai cdng thiép vé& nham chd
10i, day khong phai 1 tim cung hoang hu, 1 tim cung Thién ttr n, phu nit khong ngii chd nay duoc, t5i nay ngai cong thiép trd vé di.”

“Khong sao hét, bit dau tir hom nay, nang ctr ngi lai & ddy.”
Tai ¢6 c6 van dé 42
“Tir Dat, sau niy ching ta déu gia di, thanh Thai thuong hoang va Thai hiu, cting di ngiim bang tuyén Pai Nguy nhé.”

“U, duge.” C6 cuoi. Trong ndo hién hién hinh anh mdt cap vo chdng toc tring nhu swong run run 6m nhau trude bang tuyén, c6 lién cam thiy v clng
hanh phtic. Han lam sao thé nhi? Xua gio nhitng 161 nhu thé chua bao gio duge thot dau.

‘Tl‘I Pat, chd nang ldlf)f: lai, ching ta sinh mdt hoang tir nhé.” Hz'm 6n nhu n6i. Vong 6Iq siét c}lat thémmdt chit, lai so' ¢d bi 6m lau s& khong thoai mai,
can than dat c6 nam thang trén girong, phii chén 1€n hai ngudi, can thén tirng li tirg ti d€ hoi am cua minh truyén duoc sang co.



Phéi |am thé ndo mdi c6 thé khién ¢ hp thu dugc nhiéu dwong khi nhi? Am khi dong mii khong tan? Nghia k ¢6 timg can ké migng vy tir than, dén
O van con nguy hiém? Han tuy than la Thién tir, nhung cling chi biét tim nhitng loai thudc tran quy thirgng dang cho ¢6, con chuyén quy than han thyre
khong biet cach thao go.

Hén nghi nghi mot chdc, nhe nhang hé nira ta 4o cta ¢6 ra, dé da thit ¢6 cham duoc vao minh.

Cb ngai ngii md' mit, mo' mo mang nmang nd mdt ny cudi voi hian,

Tim dap doi trong 16ng ngre, hin ct giong khan khan:

“Tir Pat, nang khong hin ta u? Ta dé nang dén huyén Déc Khanh, gip phai dai nan ndy...”

C6 dang budn ngi1 hét sire, nhung van vo thirc dap 1o hin:

“Khong hén chang, chang I3 ngudi dan 6ng thlép yéu ca cude doi, néu tlﬁép khong di, chang chinh 1 nguoi chiu khd, thiép tinh nguyén chude ly cuc
nhoc bao nhiéu ciing dugc, mién dirng lay dén chang. Dung Tri, Kic ndo dén gity chang phai roi di, ctr viéc di, ding danh thire thiép nhé...”

«.. U.” Han Ién tiéng, thdy c6 qua dang thiép di, cling khong mudn danh thirc ¢6 lan nita.
Hiéin ké nit minh vao sat chop miii ¢d, chi hy vong cach nay c6 thé gitip co duge mot chit.

Hién chura bao gidr 4n 4i cing ¢6 vao ban ngiy, du la ban dém cling cha y roi khoi tAm cung ctia ¢6, chua timg thy vé khon khd khong che gidu kia, chi
gip nu cudi diu dang ma ¢ bay ra cho hén thy.

Néu c6 thé thiy som hon thi da t6t, néu co thé thiy nhiéu hon thi d t5t. RS rang vai nm nay hin c6 bao nhiéu co hdi ngim nét cudi nhur vay, nhung da
khong nhin cho tir te.

Néu cb di vinh vién khong vé, lim sao hin biét ¢o da timg cudi voi hin nhur vay?

Néu 6 di vinh vién khong v&, ngoai trir mot c4i ddng tim két, toan bo ky tre v& sur chung sdng ctia hai nguoi, chi gdi gon lai trong nhitng dém cd dinh ¢o
cung han i an!

Chi ¢6 nhitng dém d6! Ma nhimg dém d6, 1 hén cho ¢o!
La han cho chinh minh!

Nighi dén do, tim héin dap gip gap hon. Nhin chim cha lai, trude miét 16 rang van 1 Tir Dat, dnh mit hin chidm chim cim vao khong dit, si mé nhin
dung nhan dang say ngu.

Hoi gly, da tréng tai di mt chit, c6 v& tiéu tuy mét moi, tham chi thn thé khong duroc diéu dudng tot nén hoi gia hon binh throng. Nhung, ¢d | Tir
Pat, Tir Pat da tro ve.

Con diéu hdu nho nay da tung canh bay vé.

Hén nghe ting nhip thd déu din ctia ¢6, dé hoi tho 4m ap d6 von nhe gurong nit hin,

C6 lambam c4i gi d6 trong mdng, khoe miéng ngot ngao nhic kén.

Hién nhin, khong thé ché ngyr duoc ban than, d6i mbi ciing v& hinh mdt duong cong hanh phiic.
Hén nhe nhang ndi: “Dung Tri.”

“... Dung Tri.” C6 vo thirc lim rim theo trong gidc ngii, bd mbi khong gidu ndi ngot ngao.

Théy thé, trong 1ong hén tran ngip thoa niin trurde gid chua timg c6. Cho du ka dat dén ngdi vi ndy, cho dii | nhd dwoc cai dinh trong mit, hin ciing
chua timg vui vé nhur vay.

Hin giat gidt canh moi, khép kin subt nhiéu niim khién ban than khong thé durt khodt tht ra nhimg cau thure da, nhung gidy phit ndy, hin qué mubn noi,
qué mudn siét manh ¢6 vao long, doat Ay than tAm ciia ¢6.

Hin do ddm vai in, nhimg tiéng gidu kin trong d4y tim van dinh budng 10i chot 40 1én ph4 tan rao chiin noi ¢ hong, nhe nhang vot ra tir miéng han:
“Tir Pat, ¢b gaita yéu.”
Chan miy khoe miéng hin dong nét cudi, ngwroi niit nhin thing vao cd, nira gidy khong roi.

Mot ndm nay hinh nhu hoi ky quai.



Tir Pat 16a thé ngAm minh trong sudi nurée néng. C6 khong biét boi, cho nén mbi in dén sudi nurde nong thi phéi dua ngudi vao bo moi an tim. Vong
hai tay trén bo d4, cam hoi nghéch 1én, nghi nghii dén mdt niim trd vé nay, qua thure 13 ¢d nhicu chuyén la.

Ngudi Dai Nguy ¢ cau gi ma gai ba muroi nhu s6i nhur h, y 1 phu it sau ba muroi tubi lira 1ong s& bing 1én dir doi, nhumg ¢6 nghi, cu ndy rap vao Ly
Dung Tri v6 cung chuan x4c.

Hzn hon ba muroi, dang tudi cudi | trang, trude kia duong duong 1 mOt quan virong nghiém khic v6i ban than, nhung c6 vira vé chura t6i mot thang, vao
mdt dém tring mo gi6 16n, tudt hét quan 4o ctia cd. Co turong hin dang dinh gitp 6 thay quin do, md miéng c4m on, ai ngd vi bé ha anh minh ndy lai bat
cuoi:

“Tir Dat, loai chuyén ndy ciing phai cam on sao? C6 phéi ta ciing nén n6i mot cau Bm phién nang nhé?”

Ban tay nong rdy ctia héin mon tron bau ngyc trdn ctia cd, truot xudng cp mong teo ngit chura ¢6 thit, thuong x6t hoi:

“Tir Pat, than thé nang c6 chiu dung ndi khong?”

Hin tiép tuc sO so d6i chan duoc vii trong chan da bét dau c6 hoi Am, ti mi vudt ve, lai cudi:

“Tir Pat, ngwe nang nhd qué di mét, mau boi bd lai di, chén ciing gy di rat nhiéu rdi, mubn dimg lén chéc phai ¢b dir Ema4.”

C6 ngan to te, lic han n6i xong nhitng céu nay, than thé nhe nhang phi 1én ngudi cd, co chi ¢ thé tron it nhin doi ngwoi dang toa sang trong bong dém
kia.

“... B¢ ha, day Ia long sang d6...”
“Gior thi diing 1 néng dang nim trén long sang.”
“Hom nay bé ha da gip chuyén gi. .. ma dén ndi khong khéng ché duoc vay?”

“Ta suy di nghi lai, chi c6 phurong phap ndy 1 d6 dwong khi cho nang dn nhét, vira nhanh lai khong c6 tré ngai gi, nhung néu trong qué trinh im ma ning
khong chiu dugc cling phdi noi nhé.”

“_..” Bé ha ngai cho thiép 1 ma nit chuyén hép thy tinh khi ctia dan 6ng trong méy birc tranh quy than cia Pai Nguy sao? Thira biét hén chi i v6 dai
mot Iy do nao d6, nhung c6 van lap tire “ngdn bat do trung’ (nghi mdt dang ndi mdt néo): “Bé ha anh minh, néi rat co ly.”

Pém do, ¢6 lac minh trong 4nh mét cong cong ngdp anh sang nhur ngoc ctia hén, dé méc hdn nhan bong t6i ma “té nguru thiét dwong’ (giét bd md dé=
). Nira dém khét nuée tinh ddy, thdy Ly Dung Tri dang 6 6m minh ngl rét sau, khoe mleng hoi nhéch, nhur con hé dang ha hé hay méo con anno ubng say
xong I ra ngi bt tinh nhan sur. .. Long c6 vui khong ta xiét, boi vi Ly Dung Tri von dé tinh ngg, it khi 6 duge mot gidc ngon nhur vay.

C6 lo dang nhin quanh ngoai rém girong, tAm binh h phong von khong biét bi khiéng di dau, hai ngay nay lai xuat hién trong tam cung hén dé co v1€t 161 can
gian 1én trén, tham chi bén canh binh phong uon sin sang bt mire dé c6 mia bt moi Kic moi noi. Khong biét ¢6 ¢6 thé gian ngén mdt cau kiéu vay hay
khong: Bé ha anh minh khi d9 khi ciing dtmg khach khi nhur vay!

Sau do, 6 kin d4o goi thai giam & Kinh sy phong t6i, xac nhan ring dém do khong phai 1d ngiy hoan 4i ¢6 dinh trong théng,
Sau nira, nhitng ban ghi chép ¢ Kinh sw phong bt dau day hén én. . . lam nghi ngo ciia ¢6 cang thém sau.

Ngay ¢6 dinh ctia sinh hoat vo chdng hoan toan r6i loan, lic ndo co cting bi ép nhén dwong khi ctia hén Chuyén ndy. .. cling khong phai bi ép, hudng thy
thure vui vé nhur thé, méc gi ¢6 lai khong huong? RS rang trong co thé da hét am khi tir 1u, nhung c6 van rit thich tht nhén dwong khi d6. C6 khong thé
khong thira nhan, so v6i cam giac lic sinh hoat vor chdng nhitng ngdy ¢b dinh trong di vang, hoan 4i tur do tity y sudt mdt ndm nay kim ¢ mé mén hon
nhicu.

Liic d4u c6 nghi héin dinh bi lai s6 1an sinh hoat vo chong ¢b dinh da bo & trong nira ndim c6 mit tich, ai ngd, s6 1n ctia mdt ndm nay da hoan toan vurot
khoi du liéu ctia co.
Bay gio, c6 ngu trén long sang hén, khi gios Am triéu sip den, hén s& xudng giurdng trude, i mdt gian phong nho khac dé thay quén 4o, i tré vé& goi ¢d,

ngy nao khong JAm triéu, han s& ngii thém mot chit, mai dén khi nfing tran vao phong, hin mdi danh thire c6 ddy, ciing nhau rdi girdng. Cho dén nay,
¢6 chura hé quay lai ngii & tim cung ctia minh qua dém

Néu nhur khi binh thirdng ¢ ngh tr dong chuyén sang trang thai con tom, hén lp tirc mo tay chén ctia ¢6 ra, bét cd 6m hin, kim hai thoi quen ndy ciia
¢6 bi cuong quyét sira thanh — khi ng ttr chi s& vo thirc quén Ay hén.

Tham chi, 1An trude ¢6 ¢b tinh dda hin, cudi bao: “B8 ha chic chin 1 rat yéu Tur Pat.”

“U, ta chura bao gio yéu mot nguoi nio dén thé.” Han ciing khong ngAng du Ién khoi xAp tAu churong, con boi thém mdt cau: “C6 khi kho chiu mot chit,
nhung chi can nang dirng dé ta lo lang, thi cling it khd chiu hon hén.”



Co 1ap tirc tron tron mit, tiép theo a i dau xudng nhin tau churong ma tim hon bay lac dau dau, tién thé nhich ngwoi, do méit ngdi gan hin thém mjt
cht. Lan nay, c6 nghe duoc 10i nay la thire tam, rat de dang. .. Lic trude ching nhu mm e bi dé ép khong the vuron Ién, han dé phong ‘cén thim dia
c0’, trir khi van bat dac di, han khong bao gio n6i oi thyre, tham chi, c6 khi han néi thire long chi dé doi lay ich lgi, nhung lan nay. ...

Néu mdt nam trude 6 ai ndi véi ¢d, Ly Dung Tri s& budng tha ban than dén nhur vay, c6 danh chét c6 ciiing khdng tin— diéu ndy trong méit hén goi la
diémbao bé tha, doa vao con duong mé mudi.

Héin A mjt quan vurong kiém ché chinh minh qué mitc, khac nghiét v clng, chi sg bude 1 mot budc, bay gio lai cho phép ban thén phong ting, di chi
12 mot mirc d9 nhat dinh, cling qua thure khién c6 nic ndém kinh ngac.

Thoi gian trude ¢6 con choc vao gidi han ctia hin, khiéu khich ngay trude mét ljén, vay ma ciing thanh cong, lam c6 chodng vang siling so, ngay ca thai
giam Kinh sy phong mdt nim nay cling phai phung ménh chay di chay lai mét sap chét, c¢6 cling khdng phai 1a khong biét xau ho.

Hay 13, hiin dang suy nghi xem c6 cach ndo gitip ¢6 thu thai? Sau nim da qua, ngay ca bong dang mdt dira tré ciing khong c6, hén chi cuoi, khing khing
ndi khong voi.

Hiéin khong voi, bach quan ciiing gia v khong voi. Néu nhitng nguoi 6 da khong nong rudt, ¢ con gip gap m gi?

Hoi 4m lwon 16y trong sudi mrdc nong ru ¢d budn ngi. Ngdy xua, ¢d ctng Ly Dung Tri rat hlemkhl dén ngam trong dong sudi mrdc 1néng ndy, chi co sau
khi dai hon c6 to mo nén tdi ngdmmot Jan, sau nghe thai y bao ngam sudi nude nong rét tot cho co thé, Ly Dung Tri ba nim lan nhéc ¢6, c6 m6i tam thoi
dat tAu chirong xubng mdt téo dé dén ngim

C6 lai nhéim it dudng than, du 6¢ phiéu Eing toi chuyén chinh sy. C6 4m thanh nguoi ndo d6 dén gin, ¢6 ciing khong hoi i ai.

“Tir Dat, ngam lu qua r61.”

C6 ngAn ngudi, md mit chop durge mot goc long bao vang chéi, nhic dau Ién, ding B Ly Dung Tri dang mim cudi nhin ¢6.

C6 nhin khoi tréing luAn quén trong sudi, toan bd cung nit déu da lui hét ra ngoai.

“Thiép ngAm lau dén nhur vAy sa0? Bén tan liic bé ha di ngi?” C6 lay lam la.

Hén cudi thanh tiéng, dwa mot chiéc khén mém mai hinh chit nhat dén, ndi: “Mau dimg kén di.”

Khudn niit banh mat ctia c6 chuyén thanh hong ruc, Am bam: “Tir khi ndo ma ngai chu y dén ca nhitng viéc nho nhit cta thiép nhu vay?” C6 hit sdu mot
hoi, trang nha budc En.

Lép khéin 4m ap 1p tirc phit Ién nguoi.
Miéng 6 hoi cong Ién cat chira y cudi, ngude mit én gip anh nhin 6n nhu quyén luyén kia cta hin, thAm stmg sét.
“Bé ha?” Sao lai nhin c6 nhur vay?

Hén hoan hdn, cudi dép: “Khong ¢6 gi, chi 1 miy ngiy nay thiy nang cudi rét nhidu. Trudc kia nang ciing hay cudi, nhung khong nhur hién tai. .. cuoi
dén hanh phiic.”

C6 kinh ngac s& s khée mbi, ngirong nging cudi tra 1o “Thiép ciing khong chi y im, chéic 1 ¢6 nhiéu thoi gian ranh rdi hon, ciing budng tha hon mot
chut.”

Hén cudi, giip 6 vén mai toc dai vao khin, ném di tay ¢6 vi nirée nong ma trd nén min mang hong tmg, bude dén chd truong thap.

C6 lai boi thémmot céu: “Ciing c6 thé bé ha anh minh. Mot niim nay, b¢ ha thu gién tha Iong tam trf nhidu, thiép thiy vay thuc mimg rd, hanh phiic hon
1a phai r61.” Ngu y 1 bao han thur gifin thém chit nita, dirng ép uong minh qua dang,

Hén cudi, cdm Ién mot chiée hroc ngoc, dé ¢ ngdi xudng, gip ¢d chai méi toc den dng chém lung,

Tim Tir Pat nhay nhét, x4c dinh bdn phia khong ¢ bong cung nit ndo, khong thi chuyén ndy qua thuec. .. Trong long ¢ hén hé vo cling do!
“Lanh khong?”” Hén dju thanh hoi.

“Khong a, thiép con so bé ha tlﬁy néng nira.”

“Chung quanh khong ¢6 ai, goi ta 1a Dung Tri di.”

“... Da.” C6 nghi miéng minh da cong dén sap thanh tan phé luon roi. Tim ¢6 tira nhur vira ubng duoc nguyén modt thing mét ngot sanh, yén king hudng
thy khoanh khac an tinh ndy.

“Tir Pat, nang ciing biét ngy xura ta luén gd ép ban thin qua mirc sao?”



C6 ngam nghi mot chde, cudi dap: “Bé. .. Dung Tri, trong long chang von da rd rang hon bét ky ai khac. Mot buc quan virong nhu vay, néu ca doi déu
€6 ngudi can gian bén canh, muon chang bude vao con duong u mé sa doa ciing rat kho.”

C6 nhé mdt ngdy ndo minh dimg trén dién, nghe hén mim cudi nhe nhing bao mudn nhitng my nhan trong tranh d6 vao tit trong quan tai, d6 & mot
guong mit co chua bao gio thay.

Cb phan van trong im king, quay lai nhin héin, diu dang ndi:

“Trj qubc B mdt con duong dai. Cung girong qua cang s€ durt, bay gio bén canh chang da co thiép, thiép s€ ludn lu6n nhin giip chang, thiy gitip chang,
bén minh quén luén ¢ hién than, khong phai tranh Pai Nguy déu n6i nhu vay sao? Quan vuong ndo, than tir ndy, 16i nay han 1a khong sai duoc.”

Hén chi nhe cudi, budng lugc, cht tiéng:

“Nang n6i ding. Mot nguoi nhur ta ma c6 thé khién nang cam tim tinh nguyén tré vé, khong g:ﬁn dap gy hai canh nang cling cam nguyén ca doi theo ta
giip dd, vay thi chic con nguoi nhur ta ciing khong t€ lam. Ta khong can ép minh dén ndi chét som lam gl.”” Choc sau, lai néi: “Nang van khong quén 1o
hira ctia nang hom dé chir?”

Timcd gon mot giot chua x6t, Ep lai 11 hira hdom d6 trén dién, 6n diu noi:

“T6i nguyén theo Ly Dung Tri, trir phi ménh Tir Pat da dirt, néu khong, bt ké I phiéu bat chdn ndo, nhit dinh s& trd lai bén canh Ly Dung Tri.”

Loi diit, co thiy mimg vui v tn & rang trén gurong mét tudn t ctia hin, 1 1 ¢6 ciing nén vui vé theo, nhung chi cam thAy miii nghén nghet, tim am
rung rirc dau.

C6 nhin hén, khong chép mt. Nhe mim mjt ny cudi, | hén s& sang rit mao do FEH trén nguoi cd Xuong, quan sat k§ cang trong mjt khéic, nhuréng may
1én cuoi: “Thit ddy hon mot chit rdi d6. Ban dém rdy rAm ciing cam nhin dugc, nhung phéi nhin thyre té thi moi ¢6 thé xac dinh.”

<. Mat ¢6 d6 nhur (ra mau, bat cudi. DA mit ndmrdi, khong dﬁy dan duoc chit nao méi 1 la.

Hén s ¢d nhlem]anh, lap tire khodc vao gitip ¢6 ting Iop 4o. C6 nhin tlung vao hén, trén mit hin dong mot nu curdi say Iong ngudi, ban tay khéo Iéo
gitip c6 thit lai g 16p, lic deo bao tay vao cho ¢b con can than khong dé canh tay ¢d quet qua.

C6 mé say nhin timg dong tac cir chi ciia hén, trong thin séc han an hign mdt mau thoa méin. Nhip tim ¢6 vo duyén vo ¢ bong dung gia toc, ddy tim lai
trong vt xanh veo nhu guong, goi c6 nhé mdt di€u dang ra da phai lam tr rat lau vé trude.

C6 1o chinh minh, no ¢ hin!

“Téc van con wét, dimg bude kéo dau dau, It nita bao cung nit khoac thém 4o choang tranh gié cho ning. Puoc rdi, di théi.” Han cuoi.

Dot ngdt, co gilt chat tay hén.

“Ly Dung Tri, chang nham n¥t lai di.”

“Sa0?”” Han cuoi.

C6 van chédm chii nhin hén, canh mdi cong Ién, chim rii vong tay quanh ngudi hin, cti dau khe khé hat:

“Ta c6 doi ban tay to lon, binh sia, chang c6 nguyén y theo ta? Ta c6 bo nguc tron day, binh si a, chang c6 mudn sd? Ta ciing du stre Iyre khién chang
vui sudng, song giwdng tram ngan dong dua bo sao danh, dirng d¢ ta thwong nhé chang qua mirc, mbt ngay dai tya tramnam. .. Nir lang (c6 i, cach
goi cii) Tir Pat, nguoi Tay Huyén Tir gia, hdm nay co duyén ky ngd vai chang, chi mong cting chang méin tinh nong y, chang c6 nguyén long hay khong?”

Co dumg trude mit hén. Mt hin van khép, nhung khoe miéng lai thé hién sy vui mirmg tot ciing, so voi nét cudi khi ding co nim d6 con rang 1o hon
by phin.

Lic ndy, Ly Dung Tri hdn 14 thie thue thue thue mimg 1.

M ¢b cay nghet, im king ira nudc niit.

“_.. Ly Dung Tri ta dwong nhién [ nguyén long.” Han dap timg chi¥, can thin ma sung suéng,

Thoi gian dung lai, c6 dgmbudce €n, 6m hén that chit.

“Ly Dung Tri! Tay Huyén Tir gia Tir Dat, tir gio phut ndy, 1 uyén uong cting chang mdt doi khong chia cach!”
[1]: Tuong hdt -8 % : I thir may dng quan hay cam khi Ién chiu. N6 nhur thé nay
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Chuong 16

Méy trAm nim sau —

“... Nbi dén cy kim dao kia, trai bao doi Hoang hau, chi duy mdt Hoang hau bé ha Tir Pat méi ¢6 thé cam Iy, nhung kim dao v6n 4n chira sat than,
subt ca doi ba chi thire sy ning 1én ba lwot. Mot Jan chinh 1 dot bién c6 & ctra cung Ciru tring, mot Jan 13 khi tham tir Bic Puong hanh thich hoang dé
Pai Nguy, lan cudi 1 khi giao chién cing Bic Buodng Bén canh ba luon c6 tudng quan tré tudi Tan Quynh Ngoc, ngudi ny ding ménh tudng, da vi
Pai Nguy ma p khong biét bao nhiéu chién cong, dong thoi ltic chang ta xudt hién, budi thinh cudng ctia Pai Nguy xAc dinh tam gidc sit — De Hau,
Tudng, song virong cling tri, than trdng mo ¢3i, thdi vua Thién Dirc qué thire khong hiém. Tin Quynh Ngoc timg bi ngudi ta chi trich vi xuét than Tay
Huyén, nhung trén dai dién chang chi n6i: Hoang hau bé ha 1a ngudi ¢ dau, chang ta 1a ngudi & d6, du cd ngay Hoang hiu bé ha mudn trés thanh dan
Nam Lam, chang chic chén ciing s& di theo. Lép tirc Hoang hu chi cuoi cudi, hoi ching than “Vay, chur khanh bao Hoang hau 1 nguoi tir déu dén
nao’, tir d6 vé sau, tuyét khong ke nao dam ndi néng gi vé xuat than ctia Tan Quynh Ngoc nita. Cac vi, nhin xem, day I birc tranh v& kim dao, cai dao
nay ngay ca tuéng qun tré tudi Tan Quynh Negoc, ctmg voi su phu chang ta, O Pdng Sinh, ciing khong thé ning ndi dau.” Nguoi dan 6ng trung nién
dang ké chuyén c6 hai chom réu trén mit, dé gitip ngudi nghe hinh dung 16 canh tuong, diic biét tri ra cudn tranh da chuén b tir trude.

Toa tiru lau ndy c6 ba tAng, lau mot cyc ky rong 1, Jau hai, ba tao thanh hinh cung tron, nhi khéch ngdi & nhitng ban xép canh hinh cung d6, tir trén cao
nhin xuong vi tién sinh dang thuat chuyén doi xua & Iau mét kia.

Trong cudn tranh qua thurc cé kim dao, nhung lai 1a mdt c6 gai cAm kim dao.

Chuyén miy tram nam trudc nay, ngubi’ké ciing ké v6 6 1an, ngudi nghe ciing ching thiy ¢ gi moi la, nhung hiém khi gip nguoi ‘chém dinh chit sit’
dua tranh v& kim dao ra nhur the, anh mit déu khong kim duoge chim chii vao bire tranh kia.

“0, ¢b gii ndy, c6 phai | Hoang hau bé ha Tir Pat?” C6 ké td md hoi.

“Dling vay!” Ngudi dan ong trung nién cudi ha ha. “Trén tridu dinh, Tir Hoang hdu con manh mé hon ca Thién Dire DE. Néu Thién Brrc BE dong vai
phén dién thi Tir Hoang hau chinh la nguoi dimg phia sau. Nguoi doi cling goi Tir Hoang hau 1a Hoang hau thép.”

“Trong qua 13 mdt my nhan Pai Nguy chinh gbe nha.” Moi ngwdi chum dau lai. “Chi 1 miu da hoi den chit thoi.”
“Pen dén nhur vdy sao? Piing i ching khéc gi than nha, ta nhé 1 khong den dén thé m, dang vé ciing khong gidng vay.” C6 ngudi noi.

Ga dan 6ng trung nién nghe thé, ngin ngudi ra, nangdaunhlnco g4 tré vira cét tiéng — c6 che mt, nhung mét may thanh ti diém 18 daythanhxuan,
khée méit hoi nheo, wdc chimg mudi tim mudi chin tudi, méic trang phuc ctia phu nir Dai Nguy, dang dimg trurde bire tranh nghiéng dau ngim nghia.

Ga nhé, ¢ gai tré ndy lic ndy ngdi & chiéc ban phia dong liu mdt. Ga ué odi cit Ioi:

“C6 mrong mudn pha v cude vui, vy thi nén ding dién mao thire ma gip nguoi chi, che mit dé hm gi?”

Cb giurong mit nhin g, la king cudi: “Tién sinh khong biét phu nit Pai Nguy budc ra khoi cira déu phai che it sao?”
G4 trung nién né di cau ndy, lai ndi tiép:

“.. Buc tranh ndy  do t6 tién truyén lai, 6 n6i Hoang hiu khong giéng nhur thé, co chimg c6 gi khong?”

“C6 nha, nha t6i ciing ¢6 tranh do t6 tién truyén lai, ¢6 diéu dién mao cha giong vay dau, a...” C6 gio canh tay ra, dé cho gi thiy rd. “Déu chimg chi den
nhu thé nay thoi.”

Ngudi trong tiru Jau 6 1n, tiéu nhj voi vang x6ng t6i kéo tay 4o clia co xudng, gip gap noi:
“C6 nurong I thién kim tham khué co mi? O Pai Nguy khong thé h hang tiry tién, néu khong s& khong ga dugc cho ngudi ndo tt dau.

C6 o mdt tiéng, lai nhin bire tranh kia. Ngwdi khong giong, kim dao ciing khic han, tam phan 1 g ndy chi vi kiém séng mé lira bip nguoi khac. C6 quay
v¢ ban minh, nghéch mét don mdt anh nhin tir tang hai, nhung chi kip thay chii nhan anh nhin d6 da xoay lung lai.

C6 khach quan néi lon:

“Chuyén ciia Tir Hoang héu nghe da nhidu, hay | ong ké mot chit vé Thién Pirc dé Ly Dung Tri di. Nghe noi ngai mdt doi anh minh, cé doi chi c6 mot
Ttr Hoang hau, mdt nguwrdi duy nhat yéu thurong khong kiém ché, diing vay khong?”

Pau 6c gi trung nién ké chuyén van con ngap tran da thit ndn na tron min vira 16i kia, nudt nudt nurdc miéng, ging guong goi hon vé, dap:



“Ding vay! Thién Drrc dé Ly Dung Tri khong gan nir séc, ciing khong thich thi séc dep, chi duy déi voi mdt viée vo ciing coi trong, d6 1 Hoang hu sic
13p phai hon nguoi, lién hé duge quy than, c6 thé song lai tir cdi chét, chico thé moi x(mg doi ctng ngai, vira van tao ngd Tir Hoang hu da trai qua ba
lan chét di séng lai. .. Mot an & Tar phurong quan, ba bénh ning mi mt, quan tai da sap chuyén di, nghe n6i ba dap v& quan tai budc ra, danh bon dau
tréu it ngyra it théing khoi Tir phuong quén, kinh dong bén phurong. Lan thr hai, nira néim sau cai chét vi sup nii tai huyén Déc Khanh, ba nhip hon
vao mot vién quan dé vao triéu, nghe duroc 10i thé ctia Thién Dire dé chi cudi con gai quy than, lic dé mdi tuyén bd ba chinh 1a Tir at hdi sinh, 1ap tirc
dang co phuong vi (im Hoang hau). Lan thir ba. .. ¢6 nrong che mit, ¢6 mudn ndi gi sa0?”” Ga trung nién thiy goc kia gio tay lén.

“Xin hoi. .. Vién quan kia 1 dan 6ng, Tir Pat nhap hon vao ngudi éng ta, sao c¢6 thé diang co phurong vi duoc? Lay than thé dan ong 4?7 C6 thye rat
ngac nhién.

“Chuyén ndy. .. Néu ba c6 thé chét di séng lai, tirc phai c6 dugc ning lc quy than, bién vién quan ndy vé hinh dang nguyén gdc ciia ba ciing khong phai
chuyén qua khé!”

‘O, 6ralarta...”

“Lan thir ba, cudc chién voi Bac Puong da t6i hdi chién thing, ba lai tring phéi tén, ngd ngyra bé minh. Liic quén doi khéi hoan tr vé kinh do, trén
duong di c6 than nhan tang mdt co gai, ndi la c6 ay cd the chat giong Tur Hoang hau, cé thé vurot am phit trd vé duong the, khong bi gioi han boi sinh tir
tran gian, dung 1a ban dong hanh 6t nhat véi Thién Bire dé Ly Dung Tri.”

C6 ngudi ngdi & khach diém cét giong chen vao:

“Viéc ndy ta ciing co nghe. Thién Dirc dé ca doi ludn thich nhiing ngudi nhu thé, nén nghe xong ngai VO clng mimg 13, mubn cd i kia vao quan tai ndm
mit ngiy mot dém, dai quan s& dirng lai ha trai dé cho. C6 gai do bang long, budc vao quan tai, lic sap phong quan thi Thién irc dé dot nhién noi:
Tram 14 than kim long, tuyét d6i khong chép nhan chuyén lira ddi, dé phong van nhét, dap bo quan tai gd, thay quan tai da di. Lap tirc lién phéi nglrm
dua cd ta vao trong quan tai d. Pang lic phong quan, lai c6 nguoi day minh do méu, tir trong truréng ciia Thién ire dé lio dao chay ra, In ueng quat:
Thién Dirc dé da thich con i quy than, lai nguyén chi cu6i mot hu, chinh 1 Tir Pat! Tir Dat da tro vé! Ba lap tirc goi ngurdi md quan tii, d4u phép
thuat cing ¢6 gai kia, dAu dén troi mit dat, cubi ctng ¢0 ta bai trén, Tir Dat ba lan chét déu hdi sinh lai phuc hdi phurong vi. Toi nghiép Thién Prrc dé
cb chip chi cudi con gai quy thin, vt va Eim moi dbi duge mdt co con gii quy thin khéc, ai ngd van 1 Tir Hoang hau, chi 1 ngai khong thé bo duoc s&
thich kia...”

Cim ctia ¢d gai tré ngdi trong goc 16t bich xudng dit.
Qua nhién ngudi nha minh n6i ching sai, chuyén hru truyén ¢ Pai Nguy so véi chuyén truyén lai trong nha ¢ khac nhau xa king lc.

R& rang ln thir ba Tir Hoang hiu tring tén ngd khoi ngura, O Bdng Sinh v6n bao vé Hoang hau sudt trin d4u lap tirc kéo ba rdi khoi chién truong, méi
tranh duge két cude bi vo ngura phanh thay. Lic 4y Hoang hau chi bi tring tén & vai, can ban hoan toan khong nguy cip dén tinh mang, nhung O Pong

Sinh cting Thién Prirc dé thy tén tir hudng ciia Dai Nguy ban ra, hién nhién 1 6 ké nguoi Pai Nguy ¢6 y mudn hai ba. Néu khong phai sb Tir Pat may
mén, dot ngdt xoay ngura, thir miii tén kia xuyén qua chic chin da 1 yét hau.

Thién Pirc dé lap tirc phao tin ring ba da chét, gidu ba trong truéng dé dudng thurong, Trén dudng khéi hoan trd vé, ¢6 quan vién dia phuong gié' manh
khoe bip bom, Thién Pirc dé ca doi ghét nhét 1 chuyén sau tin dit ctia Tir Hoang hu lai ¢6 ké muru do hau Vi, lién sai ngudi nhét co gai kia vao quan tai
da, khong ngd sau khi Tir Hoang héu tinh lai nghe tin, tir trong truéng lao ra ngén can, nga dénca nguoi bé bet méu, bi nguoi ta tuong nhim 1 wira tir
dudi ciru tuyén di n. ... Lic ¢6 doc dén doan nay thi cudi sdc murde, ngudi thoi xua, ding 1 mé tin hét chiu ndi.

C6 gai ndm trong quan tai kia sau khi duoc ctru ra, dau phap thudt cai gi, ¢ ta sép tit tho dén noi, lic duogc ra chi lap tire khoc 16¢ quy xudng xin tha
tO1.

R&t cude I chuyén tich turong truyén trong nha c6 1 gia, hay 1 da str Dai Nguy hru lai ¢6 van 482
C6 lai nghe g trung nién d6 noi:

“Khong sai khong sai, dung nhu 101 ctia vi quan khach ndy, nhung riéng 1an thir tur. .. Tir Hoang hau di khong tré vé. Nguoi Tay Huyén di séng lau van
kém tho hon ngudi Pai Nguy mot chit. Sau khi ba di, Thién Brrc dé bi am khi ta ma nhip vao ngudi, d6 bénh ning, sau khi tinh lai thdy quan tai mét
tich, Thién Dirc dé khong bi throng gima chi cuoi, n6i ring Tir Hoang hiu von 1 con i quy thém, ca doi chét di séng lai bao nhiéu lan rdi, chd thém
mot thdi gian nita ba s& tir hoang tuyén trd vé thoi. Ai hay, mdt ln chd ndy t6i ba ndm, dang ding ba namkhong théy Tir Hoang héu tré lai, lic d6 quén
thancungnhaubamtau, héu vi khong thé bo khong, nhung Thién Bire aé chlmuontlmcon i quy than lam hau, ma thién ha da khong con mdt nguoi
con gai quy than thir hai nita. Tir Hoang hau khong vé, hau vi khong c6 ai ndm giit, mai dén ba ndm sau, Thién Pirc dé thoai vi, trd thanh Thai thugng
hodng, trudng tir clia ngai va Tir Hoang héu Ién ngdi tn hoang, mdt ndim nita, Thién irc dé ciing ra di theo. Thre déng tiée, o nhin gia ngai trude khi
mét van khong duoc mdt in gip lai Tir Hoang hiu, khong biét sau khi Tir Hoang hdu trd vé tir hoang tuyén, méy trim nam nay r6t cudc 1a thé ndo, tai
sao lai nhan tim khong nhin Thién Prc & mot 1an cubi?” Ga th dai, theo ban ning liéc lai phia c6 gai dang yéu dang nhoe nhoet mrde it kia.

Vira thiy, g3 lap tirc hoang hét. “C6 nuong, sao c6 lai khoc?”
C6 hoan hon, lau nurée miét, xiu hd né tranh anh nhin ctia dam d6ng, Hinh nhur tir tang hai lai c6 anh mit chiu lai, ¢6 ciing khong dé y, chi dap:

“Tién sinh, mdi khi t6i nghe nguoi khac n6i dén doan nay, luc 130 cling roi nuée mit. Khic ndy so v6i chuyén trong nha t6i truyén lai khong khéc biét
bao nhiéu, nhung t6i fudn udn cam thay khong phai nhur thé. O Ian thir tr, Thién Pac dé da biet Tir Hoang hau di thit chit? Chuyén Am khi ta ma nhap



VAo ngudi, chang qua chi la mai miét lo lang cho Tir ' Hoang hu, quan tai mét tich, biét dau lai a ngii éy dem gidu vao lang tm, lira quén thn rang Tir
Hoang hu s& ti ctru tuyen tro vé nhur trede, 13 vit hudn ctia Pai Nguy bao rang hdu vi khong thé dé trong, ngai chi khong mu6n Ap lai hau phi nita
thoi. Tuy ndi ring & tubi ngai Ay da khong tinh Ia tré, nhung bao ndm qua cac vi i dé virong séu bay muroi tudi van nap phi tir tré miing ciing khong phéi
chuyén hiém, t6i thay, ngai chi la muon ca doi khong phy vi thé tir Tir Hoang hau nay thoi. Ba ndm sau tan hoang lén ngbi, khong bao lau nita thi Thien
Prrc dé ciing mét, lic qua doi ngai cudi bao: chuyén ndy vui vé, gap lai o nhAn, tir nay tang chung, doindy da du. Loi nay, chinh 1 4m chi ké hoach
Hoang hau nhap vao ling tAm trure | do mot tay ngai sp dat, Tir Hoang hau ¢ trong lang dang cho ngai, t6i nghi vay d6.” Chi la thuong cho Thién Bire
dé thoi. Mdi ln nglii t61 canh nhirng ném sau khi Tir Hoang hau di r6i, Thién Bire dé vAn con phai gia vor vui vé ring ba s& sém vé ma, trong ong c6 xot
dau khong durt, cim long khong dang dén giot giot murdc nit roi.

“O... C6... Co gaindy that . .. rat da camnha. ..” Ping | mdt ¢ bé dang yéu! Phai du gat 6 ta mdi duoc, gi trung nién ben noi: “Co thé ¢6 noi
dung, Bai Nguy tir khi khai quic 61 nay, trong cac doi con chau sau niy ciing chi ¢6 Thién Birc dé I vang theo to huén, khoi phuc ché d song virong
cua Pai Neuy. Lic 4 4y gitta tir qubc von 1 can bang, nhung thoi ky Thién Bire dé tai vi, Nam Lam Béc Puong mit khong it linh thd, chuyén ny khong
thé khong ké dén cong ctia Tir Hoang hau, Thién Drc dé di nhién ciing cuc ky coi trong ba. Sau khi Tir Hoang hiu di, quén than tau lp hiu moi, co thé
s& tai vi binh thuong khong khac gi Tir Hoang hiu, Pai Nguy song vurong, thinh thé khong durt, nhung ngai khong dong y, cho dit c6 1ap hau khac, ciing
khong thé duoc nhu Tir Hoang hau.” Ga Iy long thé chiic dwoc roi nhi,

C6 gt dau, vira Iong, “Tién sinh ndi rét chinh x4c.”
Bdng dung, tir tAng hai c6 giong nam truyén xudng, Han ndi:

“Loan Jac ¢ cira cung ciru tring, huynh ¢ tan sat, Thién Drrc dé 6 thé ghi nhé gido huén, ba doi sau d6 ciing khong hé xay dén chuyén twong tw nhue
vay, cling c6 thé coi nhur I ngai dy anh minh.”

C6 hudng anh nhin 1én, doi mit ciia vi chil nhan giong n6i kia van quay lung vé phia co. C6 cudi dap: “Ding vay. Néu t6i séng & miy tram nam trude,
nht dinh phai ndi v6i ngai Ay mdt cau: Bé ha thue anh minh. Tranh dugce bao nhiéu mang song vo toi vi chuyén tranh chip ngdi vi hoang dé ma bi va lay.”

Chéng trai tré tubi & lau hai kia cudi noi:

“Nhéc dén bién loan & cira cung ciru tring, khong thé khong d& cap dén vi twéng bén canh Tir Hoang hau, O Dong Sinh. Ong 4y c4 doi khong nhan mot
chirc quan DBai Nguy, khong ngd con song tho hon ca Tir Hoang hau. C6 ngwoi con ndi, Tir Hoang hau chi ¢6 tudi tho twong dwong ngudi Tay Huyén,
chinh la chit phiic lanh cudi cting trdi cao tang ba véy, dé ba ra di som mdt chit, khong phai chiu 16i dau mét Thién Brre dé. Tur Jan thr tur Tir Hoang
hu ra di d6, O Pdng Sinh khong di dau nita, chi tiép tuc & lai kinh thanh, dén dém Thién Drrc dé vé troi, ong Ay ciing bién mét. Theo cach ndi cia ¢o
nuong, ta nghi, 6ng Ay da phdi hop téc chién véi Thién Dire dé, gia v nhu Tir Hoang hau s& som tré vé, hoan thanh tim nguyén ctia nha vua.”

Mt 6 sang ryc 1, rét ¢6 thién cam nhin bong lung chang trai kia.
Chang trai kia lai néi:

“Tir sau khi O Pdng Sinh bién mat, timg c6 tin don 6ng dinh cu trén nii O Lo nim giita bién gioi Tay Huyén — Dai Neuy. Ong 4y mot doi khong két
hon, nhitng dira tré bén canh déu i con nubi ca. Thién Prrc dé khi qua doi timg ha chi, sau nay ¢} Dong Sinh mubn di dau, déu khong duoc ngan can.
Con chéu cta Thién Dirc d hau biét on ong da hy sinh vi Tir Hoang hau, ban Iénh rang chd nha ho O ¢ nti O Lo do, quan vién & OLs khong duoc
quéy nhidu ngudi ho O, thAm chi bon ho mic dd Tay Huyén hay dd Pai Neguy cling cAm nhiing tay vao, dinda, O gia tro thanh chia t& mot phuong,
khong chiu quan thiic ctia Pai Nguy.”

G trung nién ké chuyén kia thay strc chii  ciia moi ngudi déu do ca vé thanh nién lau hai kia, ¢6 nrong che mit ciing ruc hai nt nhin chiim chiam hén,
22 hoi buc minh, phi mft tiéng;

“O Pdng Sinh c4 doi khong két hon, dung 1 rit ky quai. Tuc truyén ong ta twéng mao tuén nhé, than hinh cao 16n, nhantalhangnhat & Tay Huyén,
ngay ca oBa1Nguycung1t ¢6 ngudi ndo ¢6 thé so sanh. Ca doi ong ta vi Tir Hoang hau ni khong két hon, khong phai 1a ¢ y do bét chinh gi voi Tir
Hoang hau trong d6 chd?”

Co nghe vay, tirc minh dap ban.

Chang trai tré tubi & lau hai lai cuoi dap:

“Tién sinh ni sai roi. O Pong Sinh khong phéi vi Tir Hoang hau ma khong két hon, dng  vi chinh minh mdi khong két hon. Than gip dai nan, khong ai
gitip 40, tam tri nguoi tuyét vong ludn c6 thién léch. Ong lai la hu nhin cva danh modn, tinh tinh chac chan ka cao ngao. Gép kiep nan, chi duy mot Tur
Dat viron tay giip da, 6ng biét on ba, mot long vi ba, 16t cude khong c6 cach nao tin trong nhitng nguoi khac, khong ¢ cach nao yéu quy bat kyai E

ring trong mit éng, ngoai trir Tir Pat, tat ca nhitng ke trén doi déu da ruong rAy 6ng dy. Mot khi da nhur vay, xét tinh tinh ngao nghé kia, chiic chin s&
khong tim nguoi yéu, ciing khong vi viée ndi doi ma Iy vo. Dang tiéc, O gia mot tay 6ng thanh lap, lai bi mot tén dé tir khong ra gi hity hoai mét.”

Khoe mit g trung nién gidt giat, hoang hét: “Cong tir day 1 c6 y gi?”
C6 ngudi khach khong chiu duoc, xen vao:
“Cléng [& tién sinh khong nghe noi, gAn ddy & kinh d6 Pai Nguy xuét hién mdt ga hai hoa tic u? Ga ndy nc quéan 4o Tay Huyén, tir xung B ngudi & nii

O Lo, g101 i bo thudc, chuyén xuong tay VO’l céc thiéu nix xinh dep, méy ngy trude con ddmto gan mo dén quiy trong pha mdt vi quan. Nghe néi c6 quan
vién triéu dinh dinh dang 101 bam tau, mubn diét sach miy tén dan nii ti tién vo si & i O Lo niva.”



Lai c6 nguoi doi ga trung nién kia ké chuyén lich str, héin ddng y, miéng dang huyén thuyén chuyén da sir hip dan thi vi, mét lai liéc theo c6 gai che mit
dang cam boc d6 budce ra khai tiru lau.

Du khong thiy 1o mét, nhung chi nhin doi méit va thanhmhcungblet ¢d v cung duyén déang, lai con mic y phuc Pai Nguy bang to Iya mong manh, qua
thure . .. G nhd lai lan da non min trén canh tay ¢6, nudt nudt nurée miéng, RS rang nhit bach che tam xéu, nhung miu da kia cta ¢6 lai dep dén vo
cung,

Gai v thirc hudng it 1én u hai, khong rd tu lic ndo, vj cong tir vira ké chuyén kia da chuyén chd ngdi, dich dén bén cira s6. .. Khong phai a da nhin
thay hinh bong ctia 6 mrong kia r6i chr?

k ok sk ok

Cira nhe nhang bi déy ra, lai nhanh chong khép lai.

Hién lap tirc giwong m¥t, tay di cham vao thanh chuy thii trong tay 4o.

Trong phong t6i den nhur mire, c6 nguoi dén bén girong, thap giong noi:

“Co dung so, t61 khong phai hai hoa tac, toi mubn vén min, dung kéu.” Dat 164, vén rém Ién, hoi: “Pa tinh?”

«.. U Han khé dap.

Nguoi dén 1a nit, nghe giong thi rd 1 —

C6 cuo: “Ty ty chés hoang so, cho toi muron girong dimg mdt chitt. Chi xich vao ty.” Théy nguo trén giwong khong hé dong cua, ¢o Khéo Ko day nhe
qua mdt bén, 3p tirc kéo chan trén girdng qua. “Dimg voi, gian phong ny von fa t6i dat, thién kim dai tiu thu chi lai dat mdt dong ticn Ion hon, hai chi
quén tra lai bac cua toi. Chi gidnh phong nay vdi toi dé 1am gi? Lic toi dira tiru lau phat hién c6 nguoi rdc chitt phin trén tay 40 toi, im t6i c ngwoi sic
sua mii thom Phanmy0an L6 von ding dé db con nit ngii, nhung gids lai vy vao ngudi toi, tomghldlngamlal, hoa ra thudc héi hoa tic & kinh
thanh dimg chinh I thir ndy. Méy ngudi Dai Nguy cac ngudi that 13, ngay ca chit thube mé ciiing chiu khong ndi sao?”

“Thién kim tiéu thur chdn khué phong v6n khong bao gitr dung dén thubc mé, chiu khong ndi i phéi.” Han dap.

C6 ha mot tiéng, nghiéng qua mdt bén girong nhin lai. “La anh?”

Hin cudi: “La t6i. Co mrong nén di nhanh di, tranh hiy hoai danh tiét ctia minh.”

Cb chép mit méy cai, cuoi noi:

“T6i ching so. Thir danh tiét do t6i khong dé vao mét. Sao cong tir phai chi mot dong tién dit gian phong nay?”

“Vi déy I phong ma c6 dt.” Han dé ¥, ¢6 quéa nhién khong hii khong so, rét tu nhién nim trong chin.

C6 suy nghii mdt chdc, o mdt tiéng, xoay nguoi lai: “Anh phat hién tén hai hoa tic d6 nhin toi chong choc, mai thay thé t6i ¢ trong gian phong niy?””
Trong béng t6i, ¢6 nhin khong 1d Eim, nhung c6 thé cam gide dugce hin dang mim cuoi.

“Budi chiéu cong tir nhéic dén chuyén cia O Dong Sinh, t0i da rét ¢6 thién cam véi anh rdi, giorfai phét hign cam tinh ciia 10 voi anh nhur song L tréi dai
VQ tan vay.” C6 hi hi cuoi. Sau khl Thién Pirc de bang ha, sQng L& dot ngdt chay xict. Aiai ciing n6i, ndim d6 song LE kiét nude, thay 1a d€ Thién Bac
de tim duoc Tir Hoang hiu trd vé Pai Nguy, tudng nhur 14 than thoai, nhung, c6 thue thich than thoai nay.

Hén cuoi: “Tir lic gip c6 mrong dén gid, trir khi roi nurée mit vi Thién Dre dé, hinh nhur Kic ndo ¢6 ciing cuoi ca.”

“U'tr, ngudi nha ctia 16i ndi 16i ¢o phic tu luyén tir kiép trurde, hai kiép déu hoan hi.”

“Hai kiép déu hoan hi?”

“0, Pai Nguy khong c6 cach n6i niy sao? Nghe n6i doi trude vui vé, kiép sau nhét dinh s& luén ludn mim cudi. Ngudi nha t6i n6i van ctit chd doi trude
cuia t6i da qua 164, kiép trude t6i doi xir véi nguoi khac tot lim, ki€p nay mdi an lanh nhur vy.”

Hin bat cuoi, cam thdy ¢6 gai ndy thure théng thin tir trong ra ngoai, khong hé c6 chit tAm co vin xodn gi
C0 lai thd dai:
“Hom nay cong tir bénh vire O Pdng Sinh, t6i qué thyre rat vui. Ong Ay 14 tién t6 t6i, tuy chi  trén danh nghiia, khong hé ¢6 chit méu mi, nhung t6i van

rét ¢ cam tinh voi 6ng, Néu khong phai nho 6ng dy, Tir Hoang hdu dam béo s€ khong song dén ménh tudi ctia ngudi Tay Huyén, chic chén ciing khong
t6i phién Thién Purc dé yéu Tir Hoang hau mdt doi nhur the. .. Cong ti, t6i ndi chit yéu nay, khong sao chi?”



“Tét nhién 1a khong sao.” Han cuoi.

“Nguoi Dai Nguy céc anh, nghe n6i phén I6n déu khéng mudn ni chuyén yéu dwong?”

“Um...”

“Khong néi dén ciing t0t. Moi khi vira nghif dén Thién Dirc dé che dAu chuyén Tir Hoang hu ra di, con phai ép long mim cudi, t6i déu nghi, t9i i phi
thé? Néu t61 la Tir Hoang hau, chi mong ngai ay song duoc vui vé, cho du lap hau lap phi gi cing durge. Cong tir, néu anh la Thién Bure dé, cting lam nhu
ngai ay sao?”

Hin nghe vy, trdm ngim mot khoang, nhe giong tra Ioi:

“Thién Prc dé cé doi chi c6 mot Hoang hu. .. Néu t6i chi c6 mdt nguroi phu ni, lai sém chiéu quén quyt cing ¢d 4y hon mudi néim, chua timg ¢6 ai
khac, t6i nghi cling khong thé tuan theo t6 huan, ma lam hét nhu ngai ay vdy. . .La Tang kinh thuong hai nan vi thiy, trir khude Vu Son bat th van.”

(Timg qua bién 16n, khong gl nuréc,

Chua dén Vu Son, ching biét my.

Ly tir — N&i nhé xa cach, Nguyén Chan.

~> P4 trai qua mdt mdi tinh dep thi kho ma yéu thém ln nita.

Vo trude cua N guyén Chén i con gal Kinh triéu doén ho Vi, :Léanué Tung, Khi Hué Ting chét, Nguyén Cl‘ﬁn lam bai tho ndy khéc vg. Loi tho bong
bay nhung y tir rat chan thanh — Chén vi vo' minh nhu nurde bé tham, méy non Vu, da chung song v6i nhau r6i thi trong thién ha kho 6 duge ngudi dan
ba nao co thé thay thé, theo daovien.net)

C6 suy tur chdc lat, gat dau. “Anh ni co Iy.”

“C6 nurong 1 hiu nhan ciia O Bdng Sinh, thi phéi i ngudi nii O Lo, vay kin ndy diic biét tdi 1a dé tém héi hoa tac?”

“Khong phai yéy, t61 khong dac biét tdi, chi 3 thuan tién thoi. Toi da nmuroi chin, ngLr0’1 trong nha sg toi tim ché)ng khéng ra, dan nﬁy ngum nha ho O dén
cho t61 hra, déu da truong thanh ca, binh thuong t6i coi nhur anh em trai, gio lai muon lam nguoi chung girong chung goi, t61 bi doa hét hon, cam dau
chay le khoi O L. Mudn tim dan 6ng, t6i tu tim, cha phai viéc gi kho.”

Hin im phic mt ic lau.

“Cong tr?”

“Nui O L. ... Mot vo nhiéu chong?”

Anh chang ny so hoang rdi? C6 nhéch migng cuoi. “Khong phi, chi c6 t6i thoi. O Pong Sinh ca doi chi kinh trong vi Hoang hiu da den Tir Pat, s6 t6i
thiét khong may, lic sinh ra mau da hoi sém, bon ho ap tirc kién quyét coi t6i nhur thé h¢ thir hai, may ngudi d6 rd rang déu lon tudi hon to4, lai goi toi 1
Nhi c6 mrong hodc Nhi ty hét.”

“Nhi ¢6 nuong. .. Nhi ¢6 nuong. . .”” Miéng hén lam ram dé nh.

Mit c6 d6 ruc, cam thiy giong Pai Nguy clia ngudi niy khong h?; khé nghe, hon nita chit Nhi c6 nrong tir trong miéng héin kia, thiét tinh . .. ¢6 chit
lam tim ¢6 khé thd. Néu dém nay khong bat hai hoa tac, ¢d da thap nén d€ nhin rd dién mao anh ta.

C6 cong mdi, triét tiéu y nghi ta 4c vira hién trong dAu, noi:

“T6m lai, t0i vira nghil @én viée trén giuong t6i 1 anh v6i em t6i, da dAu toi da té ran, da dau bon ho ciing ching khéc, cho nén t6i tim duong chay .
Tim duoc ngudi toi vira ¥ 1o, bon ho s& khong ép t6i nira.”

“...CO tim?”

“Trén dwong dén kinh thanh, c6 ba nguoi ciing kha thuén mét. Trude d6 t6i da hoi 1o rang, bon ho chira cu6i vo, ciing chira c6 ngudi yéu. Gios toi dang
phén van mdt chit, khong biet nén tim ai dén cura dé giéi thi¢u?”’

Déu tién, hén bi 6 lrong” im gidt minh, sau d6 lai nghe ¢ gioi thiéu, khong nhin durge khé cudi. “Nhj ¢ mrong cho réng dén cira gidi thigu, c6 the
demngudi co yéu vé nha?”

C06 cuoi dap:

“Cong tir hiéu lim, d6 khong phai ngu:éi t0i yéu. Nha t6i chi mong i ca doi thong dong vui ve, ¢6 thanh than sinh con hay khong déu khong thanh van
dé. Nhung trong cudc doi c6 rat nhicu lac thi, ma nam nit hoan ai lai 1a lac tht 16n nhat nhan sinh, tudi tdi wira dd, bon ho bao t6i hoan 4i mot lan.”



.. .Nhi ¢ nwrong, loai chuyén nay nén tim ngudi co yéu mdi tot. Néu khong co tinh cam, nguoi con géi s& phéi chiu thiét.”
C6 ha ha cuot:

“Hoa ra cong tir van la nguoi Pai Nguy, khong thich ni chuyén yéu duong. Khong sao ca, anh cho ring toi chiu thiét, thét ra t6i chi mudn hudng thy,
khong tinh 1a thiét thoi. Con nhu yéu hay khong, t6i con chura ném trai, néu cir canh canh trong long, tim sai ngudi trao tinh cam, mai khong vui vé duoc,
khong phai dau khd ca doi?” Noi den day, c6 mém giong. “Thién Dirc dé 1am t6i nghi ma so, thich mdt ngudi, cudi cling con phéi ép 1dng gidu chuyén
song chét ctia ngudi dy, dau khd dén ching nao, thdi tha khong yéu con vui hon.”

...Sa0 c0 lai biét ngai dy dau kho? Doi ngwdi dai ngin khc nhau, it sao ciing phéi ¢6 ngui di trude. Ciing 6 the, ngai dy cam tm tinh nguyén dé Tir
Hoang hau di tru6e d6 tranh cho ba noi dau phai dua tién ngai dy, ngai cam tam tinh nguyén xp dat het thay, lai khong ai phat hién Tir Dat da chét, c6 &
vi vy ngai ma cam thay mirng vui.”

“Phai. .. Cong tr ndi thyre ¢6 ly....” C6 x0a xoa mill, tranh nude mét lai roi xuong Hinh nhu gip duoc nguoi yéu ciing khong de nhung diéu kién dau
tién 1 phai c6 nguoi thich c. Tuy vi cong tir rat tt nay chira néi gi, nhung subt dudng dén kinh, c¢6 déu thiy moi ngudi cho ring y tudng ctia o rat kinh
thé hai tuc.

Ciing boi vay, c6 m6i phat hién € ra khong phai c6 ky la, ma la cach moi nguoi & O Lo day dd c6 moi ky la. Thé ciiing t5t, ngudi trong nha c6 khong
nmuon dung, nhung ngudi ngoai cling khong the yéu co, thoi thi, ¢d tim tinh mt dém vay.

Dot nhién, ctra kéu cach mot tiéng C6 lap tlrc canh giac.

Chéng trai bén canh khé kéo 6ng tay 4o ciia ¢, ¢d hoi ngac nhién, ngay sau d6 lai nghe hén nhe giong néi sét tai:

“Nhi c6 nurong, thit 1&.”

Hién bay qua trén ngudi ¢b, chuyén dén phia ngoai girdng. C6 bi ép xich vao trong, trimg 16n niit nhin hinh dang mo hd trong bong tdi kia.
Hén dang am gi?

Héin khong xoay dAu lai, nhe nhang phii chan 1én nit co.

C6 chop mét méy cai. Hin i dang. .. bao vé ¢?

Rém girong bi xd¢ én. “Ngudi dep oi...”

C6 nau trong chén, it chily thi tr trong gidy ra.

“Ta vira nh¢ dén n da min ming cta nang, 1ong néng nhur lira, mot gidy ciing khong dit. .. Ai do?”

Hin k& chuy thi vao ¢ tén hai hoa tic, chim rdi bude xudng giudng, ép gi dén chd sang.

“Tién sinh, 6ng & kinh thanh ké chuyén bao nhiéu thing nhur vy, con ding hét tha doan, rd rang 1 goi ngudi t6i bt 6ng d6.”
“Nguoi... Neuoila...”

“Con ¢6 ta nira!” CO xoay ngudi ngdi ddy, cudi ndi: “Tién sinh ké chuyén da dén phong ciia nguoi ta, ding lic m, ta mudn quyét toan s6 sach véi
nguoi, ngroi dén mii O L6 trdm thude me, gida mao ngudi ho O, chuyén ny phai tinh theé ndo moi tra lai duge thanh danh cho bon ta day ha?”’

“Nguoi... cac ngwoi ciing chung mit girong, 1 d. .. Giong diéu kia hdi tiée khong ta ndi, chi han minh khong dén som mot khéc.
C6 mit nhin may nhiu, nghe thiy dam ta day rdy trong 1i g, xudng girong, dimg sau cong tir kia hoi:

“Nguoi trom thubc ctia ai? Hay 1 c6 ai dua cho ngwoi? Mau n6i rd!”

“Néu ta noi thit, cd mrong c6 dong y dé ta cham vao nguoi khong?”

C6 con chua kip d6 quau, chot nghe hén 4 dau mot tiéng, hai I mili rong rong méu ro, lai nghe tiéng cong tir kia nhat giong: “Chét ciing khong chiu héi
céi, con muon mao pham Nhi ¢6 nuong?”

“Nhi ¢6 nuong? C6 la Nhi ¢6 nwong!” Han tir trung nién kia bét thdt lén. “Ta da gip c6 rdi! Hoa ra ¢ lai xinh dep miy midu nhur vay, dung mao ¢6 rd
rang la ngudi Tay Huyén -

Co cam thy giong ctia tén hai hoa tc nay khi hét I6n hoi quen tai, nhiu maty nh¢ lai, tirc khéc hiéu ra. May théng trude, ngudi nha ¢d nhét duoc mot
ngudi bi trong thrrong, nhung t€n d6 chi khoang hai, ba muroi tudi, khong lu sau y r6i di. C6 chi nhé g3 d6 timg dimg tir xa nhin minh, hét to cai gi do,
¢d con nghi c6 phai do minh xau qua nén lam han s¢ mat via bd chay hay khong,

Té ra tén nay da trom thudc mé trong nha, lai gid trang lim trung nién, khién ngudi ta khong tra 16 y tir dau dén.



C6 cam giac khong khi c6 chuyén dong khéc thrdng, & rang i 4m thanh rat nhe khi nguoi trong nha cho con nit thudc mé.

“Cén than!” C6 kéu, kéo cong tir dang ¢ trude mit qua chd khéc, che cho hén khoi dinh thubc.

Bot thube ving day miit co.

“Vay thubc ciing phai c6 k thuat, nguoi o hét lén mit ta, bit kin hai 16 mii, ta nghet thd' chét mét thi nguroi con lm hai hoa tic cai ndi gi?”
Cong tir & phia sau che miéng khu mot tiéng.

(33 hai hoa tac con chua kip cht 104, ¢6 lai noi:

“K§ xao thé ndo, ta day cho nguoi viy.” Tay 4o c6 vung Ién, g ip tirc ngil xubng dat khong ddy nbi.

“Nhi c6 nurong thét 1a 1gi hai...”

“E du’ng toi ddy, c4i nay 1 Ba budc 1 ngit. Ding cho ngudi I6n. ..” C6 hdp tip quay lai can khong cho hén di 61, thude ‘nay du nin thé cling bi hon me,
.. A... Miéng c6 ha ra mot nira, xoay lai qua nhanh, miéng tii trong tay 40 chura budc k¥, thubc mé bén trong vang day ngudi hin.

C6 biét hén chiu khong thau, 6m Iy han ding lic hén o dao lui lai phia sau. Mat ¢ hong img, budn buc néi: “Thuc xin 16i, t6i quén mét anh khong phéi
ngudi nha t6i, nguoi Pai Nguy von yeu duoi. ..”

“C6 nurong dang cudi nhao t6i?” Han n6i nhe hang, cb strc chdng do, tir tir chuyét} stre ndng dya sang nguoi co. Than minh ¢4 cao hon mot chit so voi
phu nit Pai Nguy, hinh nhur ¢6 chit... day dan, qua that giong nhu nguoi Tay Huyen ma tén hai hoa tac noi. Lic ¢4 nira 6mnira diu hén dén ngdi xuong
canh giuong, han vo nhu khong biet tr chi hai nguoi dung cham sat mit, thdm chi con bat can dung vao cho mém mai cua co.

“Thire xin i....” C6 4o néo, can than diu hin twa vao ¢t giwong, xoay nguoi rot nude. “Toi so sot qua, cong tir giip toi nhur thé, 61 lai hai ngudi mdt
nha. Cong tir, thudc ndy hoi ning véi cac anh, nhumg mudn giai cling don gian Kim, chi cin ubng mdt chén nude, than thé Bp tire c6 thé hoat dong binh
thuong trd lai.”

Tay ¢0 nh¢ nhang cham vao mit hén, 6 161 s0 i, dung dén migng hin, can than nghiéng chén cho hén udng nure. Thuan tay vén méi toc tht dai cia
han Ién, chd han uong can nude, ¢d cuodi:

“Puoc rdi, udng thude giai xong, khong sao nita.”

. .Nhi ¢6 nurong mudn trimg phat héin nhur thé nao?”

C5 hoi kinh ngac thiy héin van con c6 thé n6i chuyén 16 rang hiru Iy nhur thé, khong khéi kinh trong thém vai phan.
.. .Nhi c6 nuwrong?”

C6 nghii ngoi mdt chdc. “Vén nén dira héin dén quan phi, nhung t6i thue 6 chit khong tién. ..”

“Pé toi di cho.”

Co cuot: “Datadata.”

C6 thay han khong ndi nira, doan réng hén dang nhdm mét khoi phuc tinh hrc. C6 nhdc ghé dén ngdi trudc mét hén, hai tay khoanh trudc nguc, tam thoi
dong vai tro than giit ctra, bao v¢ han chu toan.

Maii dén khi chan trdi da tmg chitt sang, trog phong van con tdi den, c6 nghi nghi, Ay tir trong bao quén 4o ra bd Thamy Tay Huyén. C6 xoay lung lai
hén, quay mét vao goc, rit thit lung ra.

“.. .Nhi ¢6 nrong, c6 dang lam gi?”
C6 hoi kinh ngac mdt chit. “Anh tinh ri ha?”
“Nhi ¢6 mrong mudn thay quan 40?”

C5 o, thang thin noi: “Toi xua gio khong thich trang phyc nit ctia Bai Nguy, hon nira trén 4o da dinh bot thudc, ra dudng khong khéo s& lam nguoi khac
tring phai, vay thi 1a 101 ctia t6i. Thé nén t6i nhan bong t6i thay quén 4o, troi sang roi di cling dé hon.”

“_..T6i c6 thé nhim miit dé bao vé trong sach ctia ¢d, nhung, ¢6 tot hon nén thay trén giwong di. Tha rém giudng xudng, t6i ngdi bén ngoai, khong quay
déu lai 1 dugc.”



Qua 14 chinh nhAn quan tir nha, ¢ cudi: “Tot.” Co tréo Ién girong, theo 101 budng rém xudng, nhanh chéng cdi quan 4o, niic vao viy Thim y ciia minh.

Liic c6 dira, sic troi bén ngoai cang sang hon mot chitt, c6 nhin héin dang ngdi & dau giurdng, niic dit vn con t6i, nhung quén 4o hén da Ky mo thiy
duoc.

C6 nubt nubt nurée miéng,

“Nhi ¢6 mrong?”” Han quay dau nhin co.
C6 mim cuoi: “Cong tir ho gi?”

“Tai ha ho Tién.”

“Tién? Ho thyc hay!” Co Xuong giuong, don dep bao i, di dén truée mat hén, néi: “Dém nay da ta Tién cong tir, tir biét lan nay, ciing khong biét ¢6 co
hoi gip lai hay khong. . .”” Ngam lai thuc c6 chit nudi tiéc.

“Nhi ¢6 nuong & tai i O Lo, dung khong?”

Loi ndy ctia héin nhudm mii sdu xa khé hiéu, ¢6 dap: “Toi ¢ tai nii O Lo, nhung trude niit chura thé vé dwoc. Tuy my anh em ti tha t0i di ra, nhung
khong phai tat ca déu dong y cho t6i di, trurde khi bon ho timra 64, t61 phai hoan ai mdt lan mdi duoc, dang tice. . .” Pang tic cai gi? Co cé chit khong
muon, ¢ chit tiéc hin, nghe theo ban nang réo goi, khe cli dau cham vao moi han.

Hét dung lai cham, ¢6 liém liém modi, hoi chura da them, khong kim duoc mudn hon sau, nhung miéng hén khép chit, c6 khong thé pha cira ma vao, danh
phai thd dai. Nguoi ta khong thich ¢d, néu ¢d ¢t tiép tuc cudng ép, ngoai hiéu cua ¢d cd the sira thanh hai hoa tac dugc roi. Co nguwong nghiu noi: “Hoa
ra hon nguoi khac lai c6 cam gidc nhu the. Tién cong tir ctr coi nhur bi chd con can mdt mieng, troi sang la quén mau thoi.”

«_..Bi chd con can mit miéng?” Hin ndi khe.

C6 lay tir bén hong ra mot chiéc tdi nho, diit vao tay hén. “Pay k thude mé Ba bude 1 ngt clia nii O Lo, 0i dura cho anh. Toi chéc anh I chinh nhin
quan tir, tuyét doi s€ khong lam chuyén nhur hang hai hoa tic, néu khong, wira roi anh da coi toi nhur hoa ma hai tir 1au r61.”

Hién thdm bét cuoi, nhin chédm chim gurong mit tré tho dang nghiém tic giang gi4i kia.

Lo md khong 13, nhung da mo hd thdy dwoc hinh déng than thé mém mai, trén mit chd ndo ciing dinh day bot tring, thure nhin khong ra cd ¢6 phai my
nhan hay khong,

Hin thiy 1ong mi ¢6 ciing dinh bot, tay hoi giat gidt, cudi cing van kém lai dong tic ctia minh.
C5 khong phat hién ra, nhin hin mot cai, diu dang néi:

“Céo tir, Tién cong tir.” Luru luyén khong roi, nhung van phéi x6c lai tinh than, dy cira budc ra.
Chéing bao lau sau, héin nghe thy tiéng ngura dudi lAu, ¢6 ngudi Ién ngyra roi di.

Hién cti mﬁt, chi chéc lat, thé.n’thé 16t cude da co thé tur do hoat dong Hién Iap tirc dimg day. V6n nén diéu tén hai hoa tic nay dén nha mbn, nhung
trude tién han phai nhin lai chiec girong toi hdm qua hai ngurdi da nam chung céi da.

Trong d6ng chén vin con hoi 4m dang bira bon trén girong c6 mdt vat bt Ay mit hén. Nhit Ién, i dong tam két Pai Neuy da khong con phd bién tir
lau.

Hén ké vao miii ngiri, trén két c6 mii hwong ¢6 con luu lai, hién nhién két ny 1 ctia ¢6, hon nita da mang trén nguoi kha lu. Guong nit hén cét chira
mot nét cuoi, cat gitt nd that can than, lai di dén bén cira s6 nhin xudng ng tur phia xa.

Troi da sang rd, nhin khong s6t mot thir gi.
Thét nhién, cudi phd ¢6 ngudi giue ngwra lao dén.
Hin nhin khong roi mt.

Ngudi cudi ngya kia mic Thimy Tay Huyen 61 miu, tay 40 rong phat phdi bay, eo lung thon nho. C6 vira ngang mét, mdt con gi6 lanh chot théc dén,
thoi hon nira méi toc dai Iba xoa che khuat khuoén mét, nhung khong gidu ndi doi mit long lanh sang nhu ngoc day linh loi kia.

Cb thdy duoc bén cira s6 c6 nguoi, thoat dau kh& gidt minh, sau thiy 16 khudn mit cia héin, ngily ngin doi chit.
“Tién cong tir?”

Miéng hén khé cong én, cét cao giong dap: “Ding viy.”



Co ]émbém vai tiéng, hén khong nghe dugc, nhung van thiy khau hinh kia: Hoa ra con dé nhin hon ba ngudi trude nita, phién qua nha, phai sip xép thir
tu the nio moi 6n day?

Han mim cui.

C6 lai ngAng du nhin hiin, cudi hoi:

“Khodng biét trong nha Tién cong tir da ¢6 thé thiép hay chua?”

“Van chua.”

“Trong long da ¢ ngurdi thuong hay chua?”

“Chura hé.”

“Tét am! Nha t6i & nti O Lo, gio t61 tam thoi chua thé tré vé, s& thué mdt ngdi nha & ngoai 6, néu cong tir dbi voi t6i ¢. ..
Noi con chura xong, chot nghe ¢ ngudi ho: “Nhi c6 mrong!”
“Tiéu Nhi! Cudi cling ciing tim thiy nguoil”

C6 kinh ngac quay dau nhin lai. Chét nguoi! La nguoi ¢ nii O Lo, hon nita con ki mdt mé huynh truong dé dé dudi theo doi bét co. Chic 1a vira ndy co
ndi qua 16n, mbi phat hién ra kinh thanh ¢ tron.

C6 khé cin mdi, da manh bung ngira, quay dau lai nhin hin mt cai, hét to:

“Cong tir ¢6 duyén s& gip lai! Toi tén | O Pat Sinh! Toi s& quay i tim anh, may thang nity anh khong duge ¢6 ngudi yéu khac, i coi anh ki ngwoi
quan trong nhat, nhimg ké khac t6i ¢6 thé khong can. ..” Bong dang kia da khuat bien & dau duong,

Hén nghe, cudi nheo mit, biét thira c6 da khong nghe thy nita, nhung van nhe giong dép:

“Khong sao, c¢d khong dén tim t61, t61 di tim ¢6 1a duoc.”

Két thic

Nam Thién Btrc —

Nua canh gio d&m nguyén dan ndy, ludn ludn chi ¢ hai nguoi bon ho.

Tuy rang nhitg nim gin day, thoi gian hai ngudi quan quyt da tang dot bién, nhung thoi quen nira canh gioy ngdy mong mot niy héin van tiép tuc giit.
Tir Pat ngdi trén trrdng thap, dé miic cho ngudi dan ong dang gbi Ién déu c6 khép hd mit, thoai méi nghi ngoi.

“Dang nghi gi vay?”” Ly Dung Tri ciing khong hé mi, curdi hoi.

Hai tay ¢6 nhe phi Ién nit hén, dap:

“Tir Pat dang nghi, vi thi vé deo dao bén canh ching kia, hai ngiy trude vira n6i cho thiép biét, chang timg v& dung mao thiép nam ba muroi tubi?”

“Cau ta con giao hom d6 cho thiép, thlep mo ra xem roi. Nam nay thiép ding ba muroi, 1 tudi phu nit Dai Nguy nhur s6i nhur ho, tuy riang nang hrc nhu
s6i nhur hd nay trude it bé ha chi co thé chép tay chio thua. Bé ha, nguoi thdy Tir Pat ngudi v& ¢6 gidng voi thiép bay gio khong?” C6 diu dang hoi.

Hiin kéo tay ¢6 xudng, md doi ngwoi den Iy ra binh tinh nhin ¢6, cudi tra 1i:

“Nguoi that dep hon.”

“A... Dung Tri.”

“Hirm?”” Han khép mit dinh ngi tiép thém mot lat, nhe nhang kéo tay ¢6. Nghi thir xem namnay ¢ 1 do gi dé ngiin khong cho c6 di xa vi chinh su.

Ra khoi kinh thanh, s& d& dang roi khoi tAm tay cua hén, hin luon sg. . . ludn so chuyén ¢ huyén Pic Kharh s& xay dén mot 1an nira.

Tir Pat cuoi n6i: “Thiép vira nhé ra, Pong Hoi timg ndi, subt doi chi c6 thé gap thiép hai lan, mot lin 1 & huyén Péc Khanh, n con lai B...” Con lai

khi ¢6 chét gia, Tac d6 ¢6 khong hiéu tao sao lic co chét gia ciing tim dén c6? Nay nghi tdi, thuat 4m duong ctia Dong Quy rat gioi! Chéc 1 dén dé gitp
¢0 lua chon.



“Dong Quy? Sao?”
C6 kh& khang vubt chan may hén, cuoi noi:

“Dung Tri, thiép da timg ndi voi chang, chi mong k1ep sau tai sinh ¢ mot cho khong c6 nguoi nao clia kiép ndy, binh king tr6i qua mot doi nhur vay.
Nhung bay gio, thiép lai nghi, klep sau ciing ¢ thé gap chang thi 8t biét miy, chi cAn c6 chang i dwoc. Pén lic d6, thiép mudn xin Dong tién sinh sau
khi thiép chét di, s& gitip thiép kiép sau c6 thé dén chd ciia chang.”

Tii ¢ hiin dong lai, khong hé dich dong
“Dung Tri, c4 doi nay 1 thiép chidu y chang, Kiép sau, ching liéu ma kiém cach dé chidu thiép di.”

« . Pugc.” Han lai khé dap thém mdt 1An: “Puoc.”

Canh tay 6m c6 kh& siét, hin khép it lai, hang mi tht dai run rdy, khan giong noi:

“Kiép sau, ta chi toan tAm toan y yéu nang, khong co thién ha nha ho Ly, chi ¢6 nang cling ta.”

Hoan
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