Gio6i thiéu Thuwong Hoa Tiéc Ngoc

Tuc ngit n6i t6t rang, “Trén ¢ Thién duong, dudi c6 Hang Chau”. Hang ChAu Giang Nam phong cénh hitu tinh, Bim v s6 tai tir giai nhan i m) . Ma
trong thanh Hang Chéu, lai c6 mt cau tuc ngir lwu truyén rong rai, “Choi thuyén Tay HO, say nam Diéu Hong phuong, r6i ranh ti nghe ty ba ba hai 4m
sac , s40 ngoc xa xam, cling that vui sudng!”

Diéu Hong phuong 1 dia danh nio?

0 trong thanh Hang Chéau hoi nhur thé, trong muroi 1 nguroi ¢6 chin nguoi hoi Ve it 4 md ma n6i cho ngwoi biét: d6 1a Hang Chau 16n nhat, ndi tiéng nhét,
1 chén buém hoa, chi can 1 nam nhan, ¢6 chit tién ti, nim mong ciing mudn & bén trong modt 1an thuong thire. Con lai cai kia mdt ngudi s& néi cho
nguoi biét: Diéu Hong phudng Iy toan bo déu i my nhén, chi ¢ nguoi chura thiy qua, khong c6 nguoi khong thich .
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Chuong 1

Tuc ngit ndi t6t réng, “Trén ¢ Thién duong, dudi c6 Hang Chau”. Hang ChAu Giang Nam phong cénh hitu tinh, Bim v 0 tai tir giai nhén 4i m) . Ma
trong thanh Hang ChAu, lai c6 mdt cAu tuc ngit lru truyén rong 13, “Choi thuyén Tay Ho, say nam Diéu Hong phurdng, rdi rinh t6i nghe ty ba ba hai 4m
sac , sao ngoc xa xam, cling thit vui sudng!”
Diéu Hong phurong I dia danh ndo?

O trong thanh Hang Chéu hoi nhur thé, trong mudi ngurdi ¢ chin nguoi hoi vé mit i m ma ndi cho nguoi biét: d6 k Hang Chéu lon nhat, ndi tiéng nhit,
14 chon budm hoa, chi cin 14 nam nhén, c6 chit tién tai, ndm mdng cting muon ¢ bén trong mdt lan thuong thirc. Con lai cai kia mdt ngudi s€ noi cho
nguoi bict: Diéu Hong phurong 1y toan bg déu la miy nhan, chi c6 nguoi chura thay qua, khong ¢ ngwoi khong thich .

Man dém chim xubng, miu hoang hon md nhat dan, Diéu Hong phuong mo rong cira chinh, bit diu lic am an tot nhit . Bude vao mau do thim dai
mdn, dap vao mi mét B canh trong xa hoa khién ngudi ta khong thé ndi. Diéu Hong phuong sé hitu ba ting Au, tuyét nhét 1 chd tir lAu 3 tha xudng sanh
chinh JAu mdt v6 s man lya tréing nhur tuyét, anh sc dén lan can, san nha, hét strc thanh nha. Piéu cang lim 1ong ngudi dao dong, tim hdn diéu dimg, 1a
& trong man Iya nit nhan di qua di lai, vang nhat nhuyén hong, tay 4o dai cing lan vay vo tinh hay ¢4 ¥ lay dong mot chit man, cau dan nhan tim khach.

Nhung ma, gio' phit nay tai Jau mot chinh sanh, moi nguoi chéng quan tam nhin trom nhirng thiéu nit xinh dep trén lau, anhmait ctia bon ho sém da bi nit
lang méic 4o d6 cau dan di. Luu Vén tay 4o vira thu vira ht ra, trong lic do, anh miét sang liéc quanh , mot it thén quyen 10, mot my tir tuyét voi! Nang
16n Ién & day , hién i hoa khoi ciia Diéu Hong phurong, do ludn mic mdt quin 4o d6 mi mang biét danh “ Gidng hong hoa tién’

Nang ném nay mudi by, chinh tudi thanh xuAn, truoc ndm murdi Bim tubi van chi tiéu nha dau héu ha cac co nuong 6 Diéu Hong phudng, mdi ngiy ban
10n , vira gy lai vira xau, lic do bi cac hoa khoi giéu cot vi hoang da nhur khi. Muoi Bim tudi, sau ky ddy thi ién thay d6i, da thit ngay mot r xinh dep,
nguyén ban d6i mit vo than ciing tré nén phong tinh van ching, nhung khong du()'c cac hoa khoi chio don, vi thé toan phat nang vé phia sau rira chén,
lam cac viée ning Mbi ngaty déu phéi hong mbt lurong quén 4o rét I6m, duong lic Ay cling hoc lomdugc cac hoa khoi bd dang tung tay 4o, hat mdt vai
khic tleu, v0 v bi tii ba nhin thiy, nhan dinh 2 mdt co hoi im an tdt, vi thé p tirc cAp quan 4o dep, cung cap thirc an , moi rat nhidu vii ki day nang ca
mia, thé nhét dinh phai bdi dudng dwoc mdt ca ki xinh dep.

Nang khong Am ti ba thit vong , ol séu tudi sinh nhat ngay Ay lan dau im ndi bat tAm tu ctia nhan vat, im ic Ay vo s6 tai tir quy nhan tron mét ha
hoc mom. Vé dep ciia nang 14 tuyét di tién diém , im ngudi ta khong thé bo qua, ngwoi ¢6 thé khong thich nang, thim chi khinh thurong nang, nhung
khong the khong thira nhin nang 1a mdt dai my nhan.

Nang hién nhién biét wu thé ctia minh, nhe nhang theo tiéng nhac chdm rai 4p ché vong eo ménh khanh, giéng nhu mdt canh dwong iéu mong manh. Tay
40 do bimg bong nhién vung, tung thing Ién troi, nhitng tiéng va cham vao nhau ctia nhitng hat tran chau deo & khuyén tai, dén chiéu dtng it ning, cang
16 15 vé xinh dep.

Mit sau chiéc ban co sdp dat mot s6 nhac Iinh [ ngwoi dénh dan hoac thoi sdo], nguoi thu dan, ngudi danh ty ba, ngudi thdi séo nhung cling lam ngudi ta
nghe xong mé min vi giai diéu, ddc biét ngdi & ghé trén 1 mot thiéu nit 40 tréng. Trong tay ning cAm mdt cai nhac khi ky la, xii xi théy giéng hd 16, nhung
ma phia dudi lai vieon mdt doan hinh cay sdo, mit trén co rat nhiéu 1.

Nang cti dau, thdi né, nhac khi kia phét ra nhitng thanh dm 15 rang v6 cing, trambong du dwong khong gi sanh durgc, lam long ngudi phai say. Giai diéu
diu dang émdiu, thong tha, gidng nhur dugce vo s soi to tim mém mai quin chat Ay, khong thé tr kém ché. Nhac khi kia tir moi Jan phat mot Am, lién
chuyén thurong Ién ba bén 4m, hinh nhur ¢6 mot ban tay clia con ngudi, thoai mai theo dng ban chén di dinh du déu ndi Ién mdi noi trén than mot hat
muyn. Thinh thoang, vi am di€u trd nén trién mién du lang ma 16 lang quén mat vl diéu vu viét kia, Am diéu d6 di nhién 12 him cam dong long ngudi cuc ky.

Mot khiic xa xam vira két thiic, & noi nghiéng nira trén dai, mot doi qu}‘/én rii chira sy nghénh d6n nhin thing vao thuong khach, mot chang cong tir tré
tudi méc 40 gam Nang I ngudi ¢ nhan luc, ttr khi ngudi ndy di vao lién 1p tire nhin ra so vdi quan khach bén trong, han Ia ngudi co than phan cao quy
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nhat. Tai noi trédng gio nay, du loai nguoi déu co, ¢6 nhan lyc chi can nhin 1 biét, ngudi thire I quy nhén tuyét ddi khong giong trong khua chiéng, khong
bao danh diém mit, cling quyet s€ khong iy y tict 1o than phan. Bon ho binh thurong s& chon ghé 16, lang ling xem qua céc nit tir mdt lan, danh gia trude
sau, lai sai nguroi ling € néi cho t ba.

Hom nay quy nhén d6 1 héin, tién vao khong dén mdt hoi, khéch khira xung quanh twa h6 ciing cam gidc héin khong tim thudng, som né tranh. Phia sau
héan dimg, hai cai khudn mat nam tir binh than, anh mat lanh king phong bi, vira thay bict ngay 14 luyén cong phu. Bat gip anh mat nang nguoi no than
nhién cuodi, ¢6 tu tin hin nhat dinh s& chon minh.

Nguoi & dudi dai am am tram tr6 khen ngoi, néng cling khong thém nhin t6i, dimg Ién lui vao sau mdt it, nh mit vin k xa xdm nhin nguoi no, khién han
khong theé khong dong tim. Nang thay ngudi no da bat cudi, cdy quat trong tay ddt nhién thu hoi lai, quay dau ra phia sau ngudi hau thap giong ndi mot
cau cai g, ngudino 1ap tirc ra mdt bén goi ti ba.

Ngudino chi cuoi khong n6i, dem céy quat phe phay trén tay ngam nghia. Khuon mit hiin that rat tudn ta, doi ong may va mili cao, rat ¢6 quy Kkhi,
nhlrng trén mit, mot doi mit hach dao lai qua mirc quyén rii, thé cho nén d3 tiéu tan sw uy nghiém ctia khuén mét hén. Hin gip mét nang van nhin minh
chidm chim, khong khéi cuoi dén cang sau, 10 ra mot chit ta khi .

“Mu muy, cong tir nha ta hoi, trén dai bach y nit tir i ai? Xuén xanh bao nhiéu? C6 mudn cling dém xuén nay khong?” ............... "Mu my, cong tir nha
ta hoi, trén dai bach y nit tr 13 ai? Xuén xanh bao nhiéu? C6 muodn cting dém xuin nay khong?”

Nguoi kia hoi thanh 4m khong lon, nhung du dé cho trong phong tét ca moi ngudi nghe dugc 16 rang, moi nguoi déu b Ién, quy cong tir nay cu nhién
khong thoat khoi doi mat quyen rti dong long ngudi, lai trong mong dén hoi tén ctia nhac linh nit! Luru Van kia séc niit dot nhién thay d6i, theo ban ning
vé phia thiéu nif 4o tréng moi vira rdi thoi nhac khi ky la bén canh dtmg chén trude mit nang,

Taba cudi cudi, dap 1oi mét toat md hoi:

“Cong tir , hay I ngai khong thich nit tir khiéu vii ? Ngudi xem. . .. Déng sau 1 nhac linh 1 do phudng ching ti mdi. ... Viée nay qua khong thuan loi
a.....”0

C6ng tir kia nhurén may, ngdn tay giat giat, phia sau nguoi hau lp tirc 16i trong tay 4o By ra mot xAp ngan phiu that day:

“My my, phong nguyét im gi so do nhiéu nhur viy? Ba cling bt qué k& kiém chit tién &n com ma thoi. Cong tir nhé ta wng miit tring nhac linh ia, nhimg
thr ndy Ia bao nang mt d&€m phi dung. Néu hau ha tot r6i, ngay sau ba cling s& khdng chiu thigt.”

Ta ba that sy khong thé chéi tir, danh phai nhe giong nbi:

“Nang tén Tur Ma Tap Ngoc, ném vira m6i murdi sau, ba thang trrde vira t6i phurong ly lam nhac linh, boi vi nang 6 mot nhac khiky Ia, thdi ra ca khic
hét strc du dwong khéc biét , cac phurong khac deu khong c6 phong van nay, cho nén tiéu nhén lién dem nang giir lai. Ching t6i goi riéng nang 1a Tap
Ngoc c6 nuong, nang, . . . . . Tinh tinh ¢6 hoi ¢6 quéi, chi so hau ha khong 6t cong tir.”

Cong tu kia lai 1a cuoi, 1t cuc cling md miéng noi chuyén,

“Khong quan trong, ban cong tir thich nhat nhitng c6 mrong manh m.Néu Ting, di mdi Tap Ngoc c6 mrong lai day.”

Thanh am cta hén nghe qua khong dt trim, nhung lai rat uy nghiém. Mot trong hai ngudi hau lap tirc hudng ban ma di toi, moi ngudi déu tranh ra mot
161, hi hirng trong long xem kich hay.

O trén dai tlny ngudi da di t6i, Luu Van chay nhanh cudi duyén noi : “Vindy, Tap Ngoc 6 nrong khong phéi nguoi trong phurdng, cling khong hiéu hau
ha quy nhén, can than nang choc gidn vi kia. Khong bang lm cho ta thay nang di vé phia vi kia nhén t6i di.”

Nang niing niu mém giong, Am ngudi ta xwrong ¢t cling mudn yéu mém. Ngudi hdu ho Ting lai Bic daU;

“Cong tir ta mudn i Tu Ma Tap Ngoc ¢6 nrong, Thinh ¢6 mrong tranh cho ¢6 mrong 4y di gip cong tir nha ta.”

Luru Van khong thé 1im gi, danh phai tranh ra, xoay ngudi cti dau thip giong noi voi thiéu nit 4o tréng kia:

“Lam sao bay gio? Tap Ngoc? Nguoi ta manh bao rdil” Tap Ngoc van cti thdp dau, Bing yén quan sat mon nhac khi ¢b quai, mdt chit ciing khong noi.
Néu Ting lai tién Ién timg budc, trim giong ni:

“Cong tir nha ta ndi, tuyét dbi s& khong bac dai co mrong! Kinh xin ¢6 nuong lail”

Tur M3 tap ngoc chim rii ngang dau, doi miét than nhién ddo qua ngurdi no, nang 6 dung nhan nhur ¢6 lan, mau da nhu tuyét, moi anh dao kidu diémudt
at, nhin qua thire 18 mt miy nhan xinh dep nho nha yéu 6t, khué cac nhur nhitng thién kim tiéu thur, mdt cau néi nang 10i cling nho nha hon nguoi:

“Ta chi i nhac linh, khong ban than. C4m on cong tir nha nguoi da dé y, Tap Ngoc xin finh tim long.”

Nang than nhién néi xong, thanh 4m cu nhién niing niu , nghe qua gidng nhur dang im niing , ciing khong biét 1 ¢ ¥ hay trdi sinh?



Néu Tung thiy nang cyr tuyét, khong khoi ¢6 chit phién néo, lanh nhat noi: “Cho dii ngwoi l nhac lish van B ¢6 nurong phudng ndy, cong tir nha ta n6i
muon nguoi, 1a phiic khi ctia ngrroi! Phong nguyét trong phurong ly ndy, lam gi con muon ra vé thanh cao?”

Loi nay vira ra, ngudi phia dudi déu cAm nhur hén, Luu Vén lo Fing nhin nang, mudn gitip nang, lai khong biét im sao by gid. Ai ngd Tap Ngoc mit
chiit cling khdng nao ning, camnhac khi dumg 1én, mim cudi vai chao:

“Khong phéi Tap Ngoc ra vé thanh cao, ma | s6m ga ngurdi ta. Da két hon, khong thé tiép khach, kinh xin chuyén 1i cho cong tir, cAm on wu 4i.”

Néu Ting simg sc”')t‘ mot chit, da vi da ]a ngudi co chdng roi? Vay tai sao con c6 thé di cling ra‘tié'p khach? Phu gia ching 1& khong tréng coi sa0? Xem
c6 gainay khong he e so, chi so khong néi doi, nhung nang rd rang khong phai nguoi da ¢ chong, toc cling nhur cac ¢6 gai binh thuong ha xubng . Nhur
thé ndo cho phai? Quy phap Pai Tong, cau dan the thit nguoi khac 1 trong t0i, chi so Jay than phan cong tir ra ép, truyén dird khongnén. . . . . . Dang
do du, bdng tir noi cira chinh truyen dén mot trén 6n 4o ndo dong, chi chbc lat, mot nguoi heét nhanh vao, phia sau hai ba ké cao 16n Quan nd dudi theo
. Phia truée hai ké do, ké chay trén méc bd y, mit day vét bam, téc ciing x5a, nhin qua vo cing ban .

May tén nd mdi ti , khong hiéu quy ¢t im, mdt nguoi bude nhanh dimg phia sau g ctia hin lanh King noi:

» Diéu Hong phurong  dia phurong nao? ! C6 thé cho rang khong c6 tién ciing mudn x6ng dén? ! Con chay? Lio Tir ta danh chét nguwoi, céi thing
nhoc!” Néi xong gio [én nam tay én.

Ngudi no dau tién 1 6m dau, heu mang tron, khong n6i khong ring,dudi manh do gim lya udn nhur than chudt. Nguoi nay bi tén nd bt iy, that sy trén
khong thoét, danh phai nhdm it lai cho hén ra tay.

TG ba vira sy On a0, chay nhanh kéu Ién:

“Dirg tay! Noi ndy ki chd ndo? Sao c6 thé quiy nhidu cc vi khach quy? !”

Ba kéu da mudn, Tén nd da s6m dong nim ddm xubng, tht cd moi ngwoi chos nhin ngwoi b dénh , ai ngd true mit bong nhién énh séng tréng chot 1oe,
mot nhan anh khong biét’ lam sao trong phut choc da t61 bén ngurdi no , nAng tay nhat quyet, thoai mai ma dong cho tén N6 mdt qua dam to. Tén nd kinh
hili, tap trung nhin, d4 thay 1 lic trurde con tai trén ban nhung Tu Ma Tap Ngoc khdng bict khi ndo thi ding & trurde mat, Am tram nhin han,

” Tac tir, cur nhién ddm khi dé twéng cong nha ta!”

Nang lanh ling néi xong, khudn mét t nhd van nhuge chot nhu hu khong, trén mét 10 ra thin sdc am tan hung han.

“Banh bach” vai tiéng, tén N6 chi cam thay hai bén trén mat la mot tran dau nhirc, cu nhién bi nang trong nhay | mét quat rat nhidu cai tat. Hin co hd ding
khong ndi, hung han rit lui. Moi ngudi déu 6 Ién, khong kim ndi nhin nng, nang van nhu vy dang ngudi van rat kiéu diém, nhung khong biét tai sao nhin
qua 13m cho ngudi ta cam thiy thue khing bo.

Tap ngoc khong thém quan tim dén rml ngudi dang kinh ngac xung quanh, 6n nhu d& Jdy nam tir 40 xam kia, ding tay 40 cén than lau di trén it hin
vét ban, nhe giong ndi: “Khéng phéi van ni cho nguoi biét dimg tdi noi nay don ta sao? Bon nd tai déu khong mit, van nhit nguoi bi thwong, phai im
sao bay giv?’] ta dich I nguoi doc cho thudn "]

Nam tir kia ngAng dAu, ngde nghéch cudi hi hi ,;néu khong phéi anh nt thién chan | ngly ngbe, han thye nam tir tuAn t0, i théng thén, mi dai nhur toc
mai, hai it hep dai den lay, cuoi r§ kn khoe miéng c6 hai cai lumrat 1ho cling’ rat sdu dich mé lim dong tién. Han 10a1 b6 dang, nguoi sang subt vira
thiy ciiing biét i ké ngu, tuy ring bé ngoai gidng nhur nam tir tuan ti, trén thyc té tim tinh lai khong khac gi dira tré ba tudi.

Somda 6 ngudi am tham Fic dau thd dai, déng tiéc mdt miy nhan nhu hoa nhu ngoc, cur nhién ga cho mdt g ngbe tir! Ong trdi bt cong,

T ba d sém chay voi di qua, chi vio méy tén nd 1on tiéng méng:

“Céc nguoi thit khong c6 miit | Khong phai sém néi qua cho cac nguroi tudng cong ciia Tap Ngoc c6 nrong déu qua dén nang sao? I”

Bi danh miy tén 1 thi thio noi:

Céu nbi ké tiép hin khong dam, so lai bi danh. Nit nhan ndy c6 ta khi, vn I khong nén tréu choc.
T ba lai ning vai cu, chay nhanh dén bén cuoi:

“Tap Negoc ¢b nwrong, nguoi dimg cling bon ho so do! D6 i bon nd tai m6i dén, chura thiy qua tudng cong ctia ngwoi. Nguoi dai nhan dai krong, dimg
trach bon ho!”

Téap Neoc gitip d& nam tir kia, quay dau than nhién cudi,
“Mu my ndi nhu vay 101, ta lai so do sao? V& sau dung nhan sai nita 1a t6t rdi. Hom nay khiic lugng ta da hoan thanh, di trudc mdt budc, céo tir.”

Thanh Am ctia nang van 1 niing niu , doan chimg I troi sinh .



Ta ba thiy nang di ra ngoai, nhin khong duoc mubn ngin, dinh néi cho nang biét cai cong tir con chua giai quyét xong, nhung lai khong dam. Tu Ma tap
ngoc tinh tinh ¢0 qudi, hon nita khong biét & d4u t6i hoc chut vo cong, ra tay nhanh nhu tia chép, ngudi binh thuong can ban khong phai d6i this ctia
nang Lic 4y nang vira t6i Diéu Hong phudng im nhac linh, minh ciing thu nap ning miy ln, ba bdn tén nd cing tién 1én, ¥ 6 dem nang nhét lai, ai ngd
chi trong mt c4i nhdy i, npy tén nd dirt tay, gity chan gy chan, toan bd quy rap trén mit dit khong thé nhiic nhich, minh ciing so chéng vang. Tu Ma
Tap Ngoc ciing khdng con tiép tuc, chi tay 4o chdm rai ndi:

“Mu my, loai chuyén nay vé sau néu phat sinh an nita,ta s& tinh s6. Lan nay coi nhu xong, ta khong so do.”

T ba nhanh nhay it dAu nhu bam ti, hiéu ring nang khong phéi i ngudi minh ¢6 thé dbi pho.

Tap Neoc d& tuéng cong ctia minh, moi vira di dén canh cira, chot nghe déing sau Néu Ting cao giong noi:

“Tap Neoc ¢b nuong! Nguwoi lién dinh nhur vy roi di? Khong khoi mét mét cho cong tir nha ta!”

Tap ngoc quay du, 16 ra mdt nu cudi, that sao nhu Tan nhue ngoc, tinhd cuc ky:

“Da ta cong tir ¢6 hio y, nhung cong tir ciing nhin thiy, Tap Ngoc 1 ngudi dd 6 gia dinh, khong thé tiép khach. Cdo tir.”

Nang do tuéng cong bude nhanh di ra ngoai, vi cong ti kia séc méit kb bién sic, ding anh mat y béo thi ha chay nhanh dudi theo, Néu Ting bay nhanh
dudi theo bon ho, da thay mit tring nhd én cao, & ngi tw duong trong rdng , gié dém thdi timg con, khong con bong déng ciia hai ngudi d6 nita!
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Chuong 2
“Van Iuén n6i ngwroi khong can di don ta. Noi d6 mngudi c6 thé Iyre, ngwoi ma bi an hiép ta ciing khd so Bm.”

Téap Ngoc ngdi xém trude tudng cong, dudi chin ki mot chu rira nyit bang xit tréing thd so, bén trong ¢ nurde, nang dang ding khén tay chim mrdc
lau khi trén mét han nhiing vét thuong.

Péy k& mot con hém héo Finh, mot céi nha ngdi i nt ¢6 duy mdt phong, trong phong trong tron , trir mdt chiée giudng, thém mdt ci ban ¢6 ngin ti lién
tuyét nhién khong con vat khac. Turdng cong clia nang dang ngoi trén girong, ngo ngac cti dau nhin nang cuoi.

Tép ngoc thiy hin cuoi vui vé, khong khoi cudi theo , 6n nhu noi:

“Lam sao? Homnay vui vé vy sao? N dich ctia dai mrong lai danh ngwoi rdi, nhur thé ndo con c¢6 thé nhur vay cudi dy ha 27
Nang dau long Iy tay 4o Iua lau di vét thurong trén tran héin, hin dau dén’’T6” mot tiéng, bong nhién cam that chit tay ning,
“N6 dich ctia dai mrong xudng tay thit 4c doc. Sang sém mai ta cing nguoi di néi.”

Tap Ngoc nhe nhang tranh mdt cht, lai tranh khong ra duoc tay hén, nang cé chit ky la nhin hin,

“Niém Huong, lam sao vay? Khong cho ta di tim dai nrong?”

Niém Huong lién tuc git dau, khoa tay mia chan md ta mdt chir khong néi duoc, chi co thé theo miéng phat ra thanh 4m 6 6 nha nha. Tap Ngoc nd ny
cuoi, diu dang vuot nhitng vét thurong trén khuon mét han.

“Puge 10, ta khong tim phién toi, nhung nguoi ciing khong thé dé ba gia 4y khi d&. Toan kiém viéc niing cho ngwoi im tay déu chay méu hét rdi con
dau ! Connira , chuyén hudng mit nguroi ma danh, canbanla co y .”

Niém Hurong cdm ly tay ning, nhe Fic dau, khuon mit mang vé voi vang, ni 6 6 cai g do, twa hd nhu dang cam doan. Tap Ngoc cong khoe miéng,
anh mat dan dan 6n nhu:

“Nguoi i cam doan nhét dinh s& am cho ta séng nhig ngay 5t lanh 2 Néang 6n nhu hoi , Niém Huong gat dau, nét xinh dep 4nh trong d6i nit dang
yéu nhur tré con ma kién dinh.

Téap Ngoc dang vong tay 6m hén thit chét:

“‘NiémHuong, . . ... Ta rit thichnguoi. . . . ..
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Nang thi thao noi Hén c6 mot doi mét xinh dep, thién hrong, tht ca moi nguoi déu nhin khong thﬁ){, chi c6 nang lai thiy duoc, 1n dau tién bat gip anh
it hian nhur t0a ra hao quang diéu ky. Han chi can cuoi, xung quanh hét thay déu nhur séng Ien, déu bi cudn hit boi cai thién lwong trong d6. Nang that
sur muon bict, gitra thé gidi am u hoang vu ndy, trong day miit han rot cuge cd nhitng gi day?

Hén bdng nhién dira tay, 6m dau ning vao ngire minh, nhe nhang ma vung vé vd lung ctia nang, giéng nhur du yém mot dira bé. Tap Ngoc nhim miét lai,
Wil vao bd ngure hdn, hoan toan khong thém dé ¥ nhitng vét ban trén nguoi hin. Hanh phic nhur vay, cing hén & mdt chd, du can c4i gl cta nguoi khac
nira dau ? Nang nho t61 b dang thinh n cua phu than, bo dang than khoc troi dat ctia mAu than. Vi sao, bon ho khong biét, cling hén & mot chd, voi
nang nhur thé 13 hanh phic?

Nang tho dai trong bung mdt hoi, dimg Ién bung mdt chdu nurde, dich than rira chan cho hén, gitip d hén ndm kén giudng, thay hén dp kin mén, sau d6
chinh minh nam mdt bén, 6m lay hdng ctia han, dan 1én phia sau ung han. Nang thich 6m Ni¢m Huong ngl, nhur vy s€ cam thay an tAm, ngli ngon cting
it hirong ngot ngao.

Khong lau sau , hin lién phat ra tiéng ngy rat nho, tré con cam Hy tay ning, nang ciing khong bo ra. Tap Neoc nhe nhang hon xudng toc hén . Hin ddi
voi nang y lai, that glong nhu nang di v6i hin, khéng 6 cach nao du“[ bo, ciing khong bao gl(i nghi dirt bo. Nang tinh nguyén nhur vay, hanh phic nhur
véy ca doi, khong c6 camy ngoc thuc, khong ¢ nha hoan n boc, tht ca déu khong can. Khép thién ha, nang chi can Niém Hirong. Hom sau di dén
Diéu Hong phurong, nhur nang du doén, Liru Van cudn iy nang khong tha,

“Tap Ngoc! C6 biét sau khi hai nguoi di thé ndo khong ? Cong tir kia cho thi ha tim cac nguoi nhiéu ln, ta lo Fing gin chét!”

Nang bam By Tap Ngoc khong chiu di, chéing con mdt chiit phong théi ciia hoa khoi, dinh thi mang céi phong théi ctia con tiéu cau.

Chung séng ba thang, Tép Ngoc hoan toan hiéu rd & Luru Vén céi tinh tinh niy, nguoi ta ndi nang ngd ngai ngdy ngd, ndi nang muru mo thi doan ndi nang
161 doi déu khong phai, nang ki thye rat hon nhién, d6i Voi cdi gi déu nhi¢t tAm, thich mdt nguoi lién han khong thé mdi ngay déu co nguoi ta bén minh.
Lic tru6e nang d6i véi minh con thiy dong long, thé song chét cing voi minh két thanh ty mudi, cang bi tir chdi lai cang héing, ca ngdy cubn Iy khong
101, cudi ciing bét déc di danh phéi dép (g cling nang két b ty mudi.

Téap Ngoc vira cim nhac khi ctia minh, vira noi:

“Hén tim khong thdy, tim duoc rdi ta ciing khong so. Cudp thé tir ctia dan, cho du i dwong kim Thanh Thwong chi so ciing khong lam duoc.”

Luru Van min mé miéng, dong tac ndy lim nang thoat nhin rat déng yéu, ning nhd giong noi:

“Nguoi ngiy hom qua vé som cho nén khong biét, ta nghe muy my n6i, cai cong tr kia tim chin phan 1 ngudi trong hoang cung, ndi khong chimg con la
mdt tidu virong gia gi d6! Boi vi my muy tién khach ding e nghe dwoc nd tai goi hin d Vuong gia.”

“Hir, chinh i Vrong gia nén méi kiéu ngao nhur vay, Pai Tong thit ding 1 khong c6 giéi uat .
Téap Negoc lau xong nhac khi, dua 1én miéng 6 6 thdi vai c4i, ddi 4m sic trong ddi hai ong moi budng ra.
Luu Vén ghé lung nang, hai nguoi nhin qua gidng nhu 1én thin tréng rat quai di, hién nhién Luu Van khong cam thiy vay. Nang mim cudi noi:

“Céi nhac khi nay ctia nguoi, ta biét goi 1 gi . Ngiy hém qua ta tiép khach, udng tra ndi chuyén p}ﬂém hén ndi trude kia di qua Nam Man, ngudi noi do
toan thich nhitng mau sac sic s, cai nhac khi nay cua nguoi & chd bon ho 1a dac san, tén la tiho 16.”

“Da doan ding, thong minh.”
Tap Ngoc nhéo nhéo milli nang, Luu Van wira cuoi noi:

“Ta that khong nghi t6i, thir thd so d6 ¢6 thé tao ra nhitng 4m thanh ddy mau séc. Tap Ngoc, nhac khi clia nguoi 1 tir dau 2
“Tir hdi bé ta da duge ngudi khic ting, 1 ai ta ciing dd quén. Di sao lic khong ¢6 chuyén gi im thdi mot chit, tt s& biét.”
Luru Van bdng nhién yén king, mot It sau mdi nho giong hoi:

“Tép Ngoc, ta xemb dang cua nguoi, trude kia nhét dinh 1 thién kim tiéu thur. Che‘mg qua , ta ddi véi ngwoi gip duoc ciing khong cam thiy himg thi,
nhung d6i voi tudng cdng clia nguroi lai rat to md. Néi cho ta nghe mot chut vé han dil”

Tap Ngoc nd ny cuoi;

“Ta nghi nguoi nhét dinh ¢6 lic s& hoi, hom nay 1ot cude ciing hoi dénrdi”

Luu VAn co cdm t6i lui trén vai nang, tinh té noi :

“Ta day khong phai s hoi nguoi khong vui sao! Nguoi 1 nit nhan tinh tinh ¢ quai, ta khong dam tréu choc!”

Vira moi bat dau Vﬁp quin quit Jy nang khong tha, thiéu chit nita bi ning gido huén rdi! Nang nhin qua tuéng nhu nhuoc yéu dudi, ai ngd tinh tinh khac
hén, luc tay lai lon, 1an d6 thi€u chit nira dem canh tay minh ra chat.



Téap Ngoc nghi mdt lit, moi lén tiéng;

“Ky that rét don gian, ta d6i voi héin vira gip da thurong, sau d6 lin thé voi trdi kiép chi Jy nguoi nay im chong. Sau lién ga cho hén, chi don gian nhu
Vay.n

Luu Van lai min mé miéng;

“Cai gi nha, mdt chit cling khong 16 rang! Nguoi khong chiu ndi, quén dil”

Nang theo Tap Ngoc dimg lén, stra sang toc va 4o vdy, rat nhanh khoi phuc bo dang quyén rii binh thurong,

“M& cira tiép khach roi, hom nay con c6 nhitng nguoi mudn xem khiéu vii, vira hoc vai tan phap khiéu vii, ding lic thir xem.”
Nang cudi ndi, Tap Ngoc dem ti hd 16 dira 1én bén mbi, noi:

“Vay nguoi khiéu vii tAn phap mdi, ta thir tan khuc.”

Sau do thi lén, ciing B mdt khiic ca vui, ging nhau anh tring trong nude nhe nhing toa ra vay.

Luru Van thiy t6t, & trong phong lién vung tay 4o nhay Ién, vay 4o do bimg bay bay , giéng nhur mot cach buém do on.

Dang khiéu vii vui vé, bong “ Cach”, cira dot nhién bi déy ra, n ot tién vao i ndm sdu nam tir 4o xanh, thin sic nghiém tic. Luu Van hoang sg, ding
sling tai cho.

Chot nghe tiéng ti1 ba kinh hoang tir cira truyén vio:
“Cong tir! Cong tir! Luru Van hién con dang nghi ngoi, ngai sao khong doi dén budi t6i? Diéu Hong phurong 1ap tirc s& mo cira !

Khong c6 ngudi dé ¥, ti ba giong nhur b ai ddy mot phen, ko déo nga vao, kho khain chit vat do By cira dimg viing, quay diu huéng vé Luu Van cuoi
kho;

” Luru Van! La vi cong tir dém qua dén day, mau di bo y phuc, di ra nghénh don!”

“Khong g:?m, mdi nghe gip phong trong c6 Am sdc du dwong, Tap Ngoc c6 mrong nhit dinh da & day. Ban cong tir hom nay t6i don Tap Ngoc co
nuong hoi phi.”

Ngudi no ndi xong, sai bude tién vao, ding 1 khudn mit cong tir tudn ti dém qua. Han ciing khong thém liéc mit t6i Luru VAn mot céi , thing huéng
Tap Ngoc didén.

“Tap Ngoc ¢6 nuong, ta ]étm thir hai dén mdi ngwoi. Nguoi né mit ta hay 1 nhét dinh khong chiu di?”” " Tap Ngoc ¢6 nuong, ta an thir hai dén moi nguoi.
Nguoi né mit ta hay la nhat dinh khong chiu di?”’

Hién thip giong hoi , binh tinh nhin ning dung nhan tir nhi yéu dudi, thuc han khong thé déng dp e so ndy 6m tron vao trong long,
Téap Ngoc thu hdi ti hd 16 , lanh nhat ndi:

“Cong tir n6i sai rdi, tdi hom qua som da giai thich, Tap Ngoc da 1 gai co chong, khong thé Iim chuyén c6 16i véi phu quan. Cong tir moi trd vé di, Dieu
Hong phurong c6 vo s6 my nhan, nguoi nguoi so voi Tap Ngoc hdi déu b thé hau ha ngai. Ngai cd gi lam khé xir ta?”

Cong tir kia cuoi pha én, cy quat phat ra 4m thanh “Ba ” mdt tiéng rdi mo ra, héin cét cao giong noi:

“Dung vay, ta thich lamkho dé nguoilNoi thit véi nguo, bén vuong la con trai thr ba cta dwong kim thnh thuong, Virong gia ta d6i voi nguoi vira gip
da thuong, con can do du sao? Nguoi von di con tré, lam sao d€ ta tin ngwoi da 1ap gia dinh?”

Loi ctia héin vira n6i khoi miéng, t ba cing Liru Van séc niit bién séc, chay nhanh quy xudng, trong miéng lién néi lién hoi:

“Tham kién Vrong gia”.

T ba ¥ nhj nhéy mt v6i Tap Negoc, khuyén nang tam thoi khudt phuc, khong can déc t9i ndy dai nhan vat ndy. Tap ngoc hit mot hoi, trong mt da khong
con kién nhan,sac mét gian dit, Luu Van tham kéu khong tot, Tap Ngoc tinh xau ndy néu phat tac , du dung trude niit 1a hoang d€ nang cling khong kim

lai duoc!

“Vuong gia, ngai con canta 16i bao nhiéu Jan? Tap Negoc da 1ap gia dinh! C6 vi hon phu khoe manh ! Dai Tong gioi ludt khong cho phép tu thong,
khong cho phép chiém thé that ngudi khac, quy Vuong gia, chang I€ dao ly ay cling khong hieu?”

Nang vira néi xong, phia truréc vai nam tir 40 xanh da rong lén



“Lam can! Lén mat diéu dan! Cu nhién dam noi ning 16 méng v6i Virong gia!”
Tiéu virong gia cudi khiy khodt tay 4o, méy nguoi kia lap tirc im miéng, héin 6n nhu ndi:

“Tét, ta thich nguroi ¢ ca ca tinh nay! Newoi theo ta tro &, ta cho ngwoi hudng thu vinh hoa phii quy! Bén virong nhén trung long phurong, chiing 1§ con
khong sanh bang nguroi kia ngu dai ngdc tir phu quan?”’

Luu Vén tring mét. Xong i, xong r01' Nang nglii, vi Vuong gia Iruon xui xé0! Cur nhién pham diéu Tap Ngoc cim ky nht! Trudc kia ¢6 ¢6 mrong
cudi nhao ning phu quan nang i ngde tir, bi ning treo 1én ting ba sudt mdt dém Vi thé sau d6, khong nira mdt ngudi ddmnéi phu quan nang mot chit!

Tép ngoc dién sic chura bién d6i, nhung trong it bang tuyét da sém che:

“Vuong gia xin ty trong! Ta khong thich nguoi khac nhuc ma phu quan!”

Tiéu virong gia khong thém dé y chut ndo, tir nhién kéo tay nang, noi:

“Nguoi muén ta tur trong nhur thé nio? Ta khong 15, dé cho ta cam thir ban tay nho bé ndy, dai khaisé hiéu. . . . . . ”

Noi con chura dirt ki, ca ngurdi bong nhién bi mdt trén chong vang, mdt tiéng ho kinh hoang, hén té nga thit manh trén dat, nira ngiy khong dimg day
n6i.

Phia trurdc nam tir 40 xanh vdi vang xong 1én:

” Pira con gi xao quyét!”

Bon ho gio thét, tung quyén cude, twéng nhur s& im cho déng vé yéu dudi ctia Tap Negoc thiy khiép so.

Tép ngoc cudi nhat mt tiéng, lanh king noi:

“Mu myy, that ¢6 161, Diéu Hong phudng xem ra ta khong ¢ lai ndi nita! Déc toi! Hom nay khong thé giai toa, that s ta s& rét phan nd!”

Nang bé ném ngdn tay dai, ra tay nhanh nhur di¢n, Luru Vn vira kip nhin thiy thi miu 4o tréing da bay Ién tung quyén cudc, sau d6 | mot tiéng kéu dau,
nam nhén 40 xanh cao 16n nhét trong dam bi d6n ngd, trong lo mii chay ra mau, bat tinh nhan syr. Moi nguoi thay nang than thu khong vira, khong khoi
déueso.

Tap ngoc lanh nhat néi:

“Céc nguoi khong thé hon ta, ta d 1 cao thi roi! Hom nay ta mudn thay céc nit tir bi cc ngwoi cha dap day cac ngwoi bai hoc!”

Tiéng ndi vira dit, nang ca nguoi giéng nhur mdt canh budm trang bay Ién, do duong nhién 13 diém t6 dep hinh trong, ky that Luu Van da xem qua,
dong tac cta nang ching nhitng khéng tuyét dep, ngwoc lai thd 16 cuc ky, rat I niing giang hd ding strc manh danh nhau. Nim tay vung lén ctmg rin,
dong tac gidngnhur. . . . .. ngudi dan ba chanh chua.

Chi thdy nang miy cudc d4 1én, ngay lap tirc nhitng nam nhAn vitng chai d6 xudng, Van con chua du, nang con dap cho may d4, méi cho dén khi duoc
Luru Van kéo di, kho khin Fim moi thoi. Nang con khong hét gian, di qua di lai dap miy d4 1én tiéu virong gia, lim hin lai ngat di.

“Tap Ngoc. . . ... Tap Ngoc!”
Luu Van kéu to bén tai
“‘Nguoi. . .. .. ”

Nang qué thue ndi khong ra 10i. Pai hoa tir trén troi r6t xubng! Lai di dong thi véi Virong gia 2 ! Chu di ctra toc 1 nhét dinh!

Tap ngoc géy gﬁy toc mai, nd nu cudi, lai con cudi dén thue thanh t 6n nhu:

“Thire hét gian! Hir, dung 1 ché cay gin nha, gi cdy gin chudng! Khong cho chiu chit dau khd s& khong biét nhirong bo!”

Ta ba da ngit xiu, ciing t6t, nang d& phai nghe kéu khoc. Tap Ngoc quay dau vo vo Luru Van:

“Ta di rdi, nhitng nguoi ndy ta s& ném di bén ngoai, khong can lo king. Nguoi bao trong, ¢6 18 vé sau ciing khong ¢6 co hdi gap lai .”
Nang phti tay 4o, thd 16 16t 40 khoac trot bon chung lai, sau d6 mit tay nhic mot cai, xoay nguoira cua.

“Tap Ngoc!”

Luu Vén dot nhién quét to mdt tiéng, danh hrng nang, thiéu chut nita im nang ngf.



” Luu Van! Lung cta ta!”
Téap Ngoc bat déc di kéu Ién, tiéu ¢6 nurong nay mudn kim gi chir?

“Ta cing di v6i nguoi! Liic ching ta két béi da ndi, ¢6 phiic clng huong, ¢6 nan cting chiu! Nguoi phai t9i tiéu virong gia, | giét ciru toc! Ghé Bm . . ..
.Ta véinguoi coi la curu tde con gi? Nguoi ching & khong mang ta cing di? !

Luu Van n6i nhu that, at ca dung sai.
“Nguoi ma tinh ctru toc cai gi?”
Tap Ngoc trimg niit ning,

“Nguoi khong phai V?{n thich lam hoa khéi sao? O lai noi ndy toan dugc an ngon, so véi di cling ta noi niy con t6t Em! Nguoi ciing khong phai nguoi ¢6
thé chiu duogc cuc kho 17

“Ta niic ké! Tom lai ta nhat dinh phai di theo ngwoi! Noi nay chang ¢6 ynghiia gi ca, mdi ngiy déu phai nhin mt nam nhdn, &n com cing khong ngon!
N6i xem, nguoi & Diéu Hong phuong danh ngudi, ching ta déu & dy, ai néi khong ¢ i lién quan? Miic ké! Ngwoi nhét dinh phéi mang ta dil”

Luru Van ding hét strc giit nang lai, mit day ny dan toan bo déu ding toi .
Téap Ngoc bi nang quin dén khong con cach nao khac, danh phai gat dau:

“Pugc, duoc! Ta mang ngwoi di, duge chua? Nhanh di thu don do dac! V& sau hanh tiu giang hd, cling khong thé miic miy bd quin o ruom ra,cling
khong can trang diém! Toc ciling khdng can dep nhur vay! Nguoi tat s€ gdy chuyén, ta khdng can thu nhan phién toai!”

Luu Van cuoi tuot:
“Pay moi 4 101 hay! Ta s€ lam viéc, nguoi yén tam!”

Nang chay lai bén giwong, Ay mot tii da miu xam, dut nhanh vai b y phuc, sau do di t6i ban trang diém thao hét trm cai diu xudng, chi gitt ci bii toc,
lai dimg khan 6ng uét lau khd toan bd khudn mat xinh dep.Phia sau, Tap Ngoc da dem bon ngudi némra ngoai.

“Tap Negoc! Nguoi giir cai ndy gitim ta, ta nhanh nhu, s im mét. D6 1 mang song cua ta!”

Luu Vén dua cho nang mdt xAp ngén phiéu that day, tat ca déu hon mot trim ngin hrong, Céc thoi bac vun dem gidu quanh ngudi, hét thay déu chuén b
thda dang, Luu Van ghé lung Tap Ngoc:

» Lién than ”

Ho cham réii di ra Diéu Hong phuong, tir cira sau vung trom chay tron.

“Hom nay nguoi 1a Tu Ma Tép Ngoc, ta Luu Van moi dugce sinh ra doi!”

Luu Van vui vé ndi:

» Trbn chay bt dau! Thue kich dong, ding khong, Tap Ngoc?”

Téap Ngoc liéc mét nhin nang mot c4i, tham xéc dinh, nit nhan ndy dung chi so thién ha thai binh. Bing 1 ké gy taihoa................
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Chuwong 3

“Oa, nguoi van ¢ noi nay?”

Luru Van trimg méit nhin nha ng6i don so, hoi nghi ngay sau d6 c¢6 thé sap vi minh n6i qua to hay khong,
“Noi ndy thuan tién, gia cling vira phai.”

Téap Ngoc than nhién n6i, nhanh tay thu don quan 4. Db dac ctia nang that sy it dén dang thuong, chi ¢4 vai mon quan 4o lanh i, trén nguoi nang vay
mau tring ny B do Diéu Hong phurong cAp cho. Nang rét nhanh c6i quén 4o ra, thay quan 4o binh thirdng, thio hét dd trén toc, miit khong trang diém,
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nang chot nhin thdy minh va Luru Vén gidng nhau, hai thon phy binh thuong,

“Niém Hirong con & phia sau Phim Hurong 1au im viée cho dai mrong, ching ta di tim hin.”

T

ap Ngoc xach theo tlii néng, 161 Luru Van xoay nguoi roi di, gin den ctra, chot mon nman 16 gb tho rap. Noi ndy tuy rang don so, nhung du sao cting Niém
Huong 6 ba thang, hai nguoi trn t6i ddy, lan dau tién cling chung sdng, ¢6 vo s6 ky niém dep. Ciing nhau vo gao ndu com, Niém Huong lam chay khét
ndi, 1an dAu tién cit quan 4o, bi kimdam dau. ... ..

Tap Ngoc nhim it lai, hit shu mot hoi:

“Pi thoi.”

Phim Huong lau 1a mdt trong hai ttru 1au cua thanh Hang Chau, rml ngly khach nhan dén vo s6 ké, Iic trude Niém Huong bt uan nhur thé ndo ciing
khong dong y dé nang nudi minh, lién di tim viéc am cong, may Imn thé ndo lai t6i day, ngudi ta lién dimg hin. Noi d6 moi nguoi biét Niém Huong la
mot ngoe tr, cting khong khi d& hén, tuong phan, con rat chiéu cd hén. Chi ¢ & sau phy trach rira chén chi c6 dai nuong nhin héin khong thuan mat cai
gi ndng nhoc cling cho hén lam, sau lai con d4nh hén. Niém Hurong khong n6i, ciing khong phan khang, mbi ngy luon mang theo mot thén day vét
thurong trd ve.

Nhin trén tay hén ddy méu, con c6 trén dau trén niit bi lai dai nurong danh thanh vét seo, nhiéu lin Tap Ngoc kién quyét di tim dai nuong n6i ly 1€, nhung
Niém Huong lai luon voi gitr chéit nang khong cho nang di. Nang uée chirmg hiéu tam tinh Niém Huong, ngudi bén ngoai i déu cam thiy han 1 ngdc tir,
cai g ciing khong hiéu, nhung nang biét, Niém Huong ky thét rat rd rang ngudi khéc throng hai hén, cho nén hén chi c6 vii dau di m ding sirc di m,
hi vong ngudi khac c6 thé chap nhén chinh hin. Ding thé. . . . . . Vibao vé nang, chim séc nang, hy vong c6 thé ciing nang vurot qua ngiy anh.

Nghii ¢én day, tir nho den lon doi khong khoc, anh mét Tap Ngoc nhin khong duoc do kén. Ngudi nay mubn nang yéu hén nhur thé ndo? Mubn nhur thé
ndo ddi dai hin? Néu mubn nang d6i mang ciing hén, nang nhat dinh khong chit do dur, chi vi hin, chi c6 hén!

“Ui..... Tap ngoc! Nguwoi xem, ¢d phai trdng cong nha nguroi khong?”

Luru Vén ndi, cat t ngang dong suy nghi cia nang. Nang ngéng dau nhin lén, chi théy Niém Hurong vac gio céi tréng trén vai di dén, bén canh la vé mt dir
ton ctia o ba, vAy tay loan sa khong biét chiri méing c4i gl, mot It sau, bdng nhién nhic chan ding strc d4 mdt c4i, Niém Huong t& xudng, céi triing kin
trén dt.

“Lao thai ba nay lam gi vay? !”

Luu Vén phan nd 16i, quay dau nhin Tap Ngoc:

“Ui! Ba ta khi d& tudng cong nha nguoi! Con khong gido hudn ba ta ? 1

Tap ngoc trAm mic mt hdi, Be e dy, cho du nang da ph?m nd dén khong d¢ nén duoc, van nhe giong ndi:

“Ta nghe hin, khong tim dai nrong gy phién todi. Han n6i minh 6 thé giai quyét, ta tin twong hdn nhat dinh c6 thé giai quyét.”

Luru Van khong n6i gi . Pai mrong mép map kia d4 chira du, di theo lai ding ndi g6 du hin xudng, ming:
» Ké ngu ndy! Mau dimg Ién! Vac mdt bao cai tring ciing khong dwoc! Qué nhién 1 dd ngde khong ciru chita ndil”

Niém Hurong khong néi, yén king nhit cai tring vao , cdng lén tiép tuc di. Ai ngd cai kia lai dai nrong con khong chiu thoi, tién Ién da sot, dimg mot bén
cuoi ndi:

“That A mot ngu ngde!”

Cai tréing toan bo 16t ra, boi vi ddy sot bi dirt

Luu Van khong céch nao nhin duoc, tién lén lanh King néi:

“Nguoi that dang chét! Heo map! Tai sao khi dé ngudi ta? ! Ngwoi mi 1 ngu ngbe! Ngde tir! Negu ngde!”

Pai mrong khéng thé tuéng dwoc dot nhién tir phia sau lai nhay ra mot tiéu nha du xinh dep cting minh chiri by, nang liéc mét danh gia Liru Van, tirc
gian hir miii:

“Hir , nuong tir cua thing ngdc dén day! Nguoi khong phai Amky nir sao? Troi da 6 101, con khong mau trd vé tiép khach? Can than ndy cac dai gia
ndi gidn dem ngwoi pha hur than thé day!”

Luru Van ndi gian, nang tir hoi kim hoa khoi sau, khong ai d6i voi nang ndi ning 16 méng nhur thé, 1p tirc lam sao nhn nai duoc, ning tay lién cho ba ta



mdt cai tat, con chura hét gian, cam ly toc ciia ba ta dap miy da. Tap Ngoc! Ta 16t cuc ¢6 thé hiéu phan nd nhur thé ndo rdi! Nang & trong long kéu,
nguyén lai danh nguoi nhur s thich!

Dai nuong hét én} 1ém, bai boi minh da xem thuong ki ni, nang thin thé cuong trang, khong chit nao yé'uNthé', hai nguoi day dua ¢ mit chd. Luu Van st
dung tat ca von liéng nit nhan c6 thé sir dung, mong tay bau ly thit, rang nanh can thi, tim toc khau trir 16 mii. Nay néu ai lai nhin thay nang, nhét dinh
tr cling s€ khong tin tudng nang nira canh gio trude con niing niu quyen rii dong 1ong ngurdi, Gidng hong hoa tién ¢ Diéu Hong phuong.

Niém Huong dtmg mdt bén ngdy ngudi, dot nhién bumng tinh, chay nhanh di can ngin. Liru Van dang cao himg, nhit dinh danh t6i, ding strc day hén ra,
lanh King néi:

»” Ta khong thé tha cho cai o ba hay danh ngudi nay dwoc! Thay cac nguoi bi cha dap day mdt bai hoc!”

Tép ngoc bat dic di xoa tran, that sur lay nang khong c6 bién phap, chinh minh lic ndy cling vi danh tiéu virong gia ma phéi bo trén. Pugc rdi, nguyén
nhén cir cho lag nang ciing bdi vi ¢6 thé tron ma hung phén. Nang di t6i, nhét sot 1én, nhin Niém Hirong 6n nhu cudi:

“Ta toi giip nguoi.”

Niém Huong vira thiy nang, nht thoi mt do Ién, cui dAu khong dam nhin nang, gidng nhur modt dira tré kim gi sai. Tap Ngoc nhin trong tay hén céi triing
bi lat di Iat lai r0i, chay nhanh nam Ay tay han, cudi not:

“Niém Hurong, chiing ta phai rdi khoi noi nay. V@ sau chi sg khong ¢6 cach nao & lu mdt chd. That ¢ 161, ta cudi cing lai choc vao phién toai.”

Niém Hirong ndng tay, on nhu vudt toc clia nng, trong miéng phét ra 4m thanh, giong nhu dang n6i khong sao. Tap Ngoc cudi cudi, giip hin dem céi
trang bd vao sot, sau d6 dua vao nguc han, néi nho:

“Dem cai tring dua di, sau d6 ching ta lién roi di noi nay, dwoc chi?”
Niém Hurong git git dau, hai ngudi vira di lén phia trude hai bude, chot nghe dang sau Luu Van cuoi ha ha:
“Ha ha ha ha! Cing ta d4u? ! Heo mép! Lo nrong ta tly liic d4nh nhau, ngwoi khong biét ta loi hai thé ndo dau!”

Hai ngudi ddng loat quay dAu, chi thdy Liru Van dem lai dai nurong ép xudng mit dat van strc da vao cai mong cua ba ta, vira danh vira cudi, ma dai
nuong da sém ngét di roi. Luu VAn toc tai b xiy, nhéch nhac nhay dung 1én, lai dap ba ta miy da, 1 rang  tAu nghién [ nghién danh nhaul.

“Nhin ngwoi con dam khi d& nguoi! Nhin ngwoi con dam hay khong!”

Canh tay ctia nang bong nhién bi giit lai, nhin lai, 1 vé mét bat dic di Tap Ngoc. Luu Van nhit thoi gidng nhu bt duoc bao bdi, ndm Ky tay nang cudi
noi:

“Tap Neoc! Nguoi xem, nguoi xem! LA ta thiing rdi! Ta gido huén ba ta !”

Tap ngoc nhe nhang gd cdi tran clia nang, thd dai:

“Ding vAy, nguoi thing, théng dugc mdt chut ciing hon ho, nhin xem nguoi nguoi thuong tich! Mot chiit bo déng trude kia ciing bi nat.”

Nang ning tay thay Luu Van vén lai toc, dua ra khin tay:

“Nhanh di rira mit, ta giop Ni¢m Huong di ly cong. Sau ta giip nguoi boi thude.”

O sinh s6i sang khoai né ny curdi, lai nhurén ny nhin nhin Niém Huong, huyt mot tiéng séo,:

“Khong té& im! Tudng cong clia nguoi rat tun ti! Tudn td lich sy!”

Luru Van mang céi khi chét lwu manh, wéc chimg ngay ca nhiéu nim sau ciing khong thay doi.

Tap ngoc lai g3 trdn nang;

“Nhanh di! Khong duoc dai dong!”

Léy cong thire thudn loi, quan sy phia sau thich Niém Huong, cho nhiéu gAp d6i tién cong, con néi tt hén vai cau, nhitng 1oi nay am cho Ni¢m Huong
vgi Vé' cudi, cam lay tay Tap Ngoc khdng chiu budng, giong nhu mot dira bé, lal thém,mf)t bén su hén ho qja Lu’q Van, hai nguoi mﬁt ngqéi mdt bén, i
cam Ry tay nang, Tap Ngoc dot nhién c6 cam gidc minh phai nubi hai hai tir ngée nghéch. Cai goi la bo tron, 1 thé nao ? Tap Ngoc lan dau tién lam dicu
nay, cting khong 13, di vao trong diém mua ban do, nghién ciru mdt budi t6i, rot cuc quyet dinh hudng di la phurong bac. Hoang do 1a Hang Chau, phia
nam la khong thé lai di r6i, Phurong Bac mdi tot!

“Ching ta di phuong béc xemmdt chit dil Phong chirng tinh thé c6 chit khong hay, d4t phuong bic nhitng nguoi hoang cung d6 kiéng ki. No6i khong
chirng c6 thé tir tir tinh chd dinh cu.”



Budi t6i lic an com, Tap Ngoc tuyén bo.

Luru Van khéng nghi dau tién:

“Khong dau! Ta nghe ngudi ta ndi phirong bic ky quéi im, néu dung mao ctia ta bj im hong thi sao?”
Téap Ngoc trimg it nhin nang liéc mét mot cai:

» Nguroi that phién todi, phurong béc ciing chi k tam thoi di qua ma thdi, ¢6 n6i nhat dinh phéi & dau! Néu tht sy khong durgc, ching ta lai xudng thuyén
101 bén, tim cai ddo hoang ma ¢ lai dén quén di!”

Luu Vén hai mét toat ra anh sang:

“N6i khong chimg c6 thé c6 phiic khi tim duoc kho bau trén dao hoang! Céi chit y nay khong sail””

“Hién tai khong dugc! Mia dong dén rdi, roi bén qua nguy hiém. Van i chd miia xuan nim sau tiép tinh. Ching ta di trude vé phirong bic xem da”
Téap Ngoc thu lai ban do, v0 vd van giurong;

“Ngt di! Niém Huong, nhurong nguoi ngh trén, ta cling sinh s6i cting nhau ngd duéi.”

Niém Hurong ngoan ngodn 6m chén ciing dém én girong, chi chbc ién ngii mét .Luru Van ndim phia sau Tap Ngoc, nhin chim chim ¢ nang, n6i nho:

“Tap ngoc, ta cam thiy tuéng cong ngwoi ddi véi nguroi khong tdi. Néu, ta ciing c6 thé gip dugc mdt nam nhan nhur vay, qua i t6t. Cho di hén ngbe
nghéch, ta ciing van can.”

Tap ngoc cudi noi:
“Rét cuc dong long rdi? Méy ngay hom trude van o4n gidn nam nhan khong ¢6 ngudi tot.”

“Ta chi ndi thit ma thoi! Bi k§ vién 6 thé | nam nhén t5t? Ta nha, vé sau nhét dioh phi tim mot ai thwong ta, yéu ta, chi nhin ta! Hén néu d4m di tim nit
nhan khéc, ta nhat dinh s& khong b qua, tm han chi hudng vé ta, khen ta xinh dep !”

Tap Ngoc nhe nhang noi:

“Xinh dep la tam thoi, ngudi chén chinh thich ngwroi, s& khong vi nir ttr dep hon ngwroi ma quyén luyén, ciing s& khong boi vi nguoi khé coi oan gin cai
gl Luru Van, nguoi nhét dinh ¢6 thé tim dwoc mdt tudng cong tot, yén tim di.”

Newoi i mdt ¢b gii tot, phi thuong, ni tir tot phi thurong

Luru Van nghe nang ndi chic nhu dinh dong c6t, khong khai tin trong , mang theo cai hanh phuc y niém trong dau, cham chap tién vao mdng dep. Trong
gidc mong dep, mdt hinh déng giéng nhur nam tir 6n nhu chiim chi nhin chinh minh, hai nguoi dét tay cing di dao, quyén li noi thén tién, chi ao wdc uyén

uong.

Khi da dau thang muroi, cang huéng bic di, thoi tiét lai cang rét lanh. Cang Ve sau, ngay ca Tap Ngoc cing khong chiu duoc, ba nguoi dong loat mua vai
mon quan 4o chong lanh, mua mdt chiéc xe ngua, néu khong di bo khong thé di. Nhéic t6i ciing ky, trai qua nhiéu thanh trdn, Tap Ngoc timgcai trang kén
nhin, déu khong c6 dan bd céo truy nd bon ho, hay I tiéu virong gia kia khong dem viée nay n6i ra?

Mic di khong ¢6 bd cao truy nd, nang van khong dam khinh thudng, xe ngura van huréng béc di. Ciing da gan nira théng, 6t cuc di vao mot toa thanh
c0 phia trude. Luu Van tir trong xe tho dau ra, kéu lén:

“Lanh qua lanh qua!Oa, Tap Ngoc mau nhin! Tuong thinh phia trude thit cao! Ching ta da dén Dai Thanh sa0?”

Tap Ngoc vach tAm manh, ciing nhin ra ngoai, chi thiy phia trrde xa xa c6 mit toa cao ngat thanh, e nay I sang som, anh néing trai van truong anh lén
tuong thanh rat c6 phong thai. Nang rit ban do ra, nhin hoi lau, rot cuc suy sup ndi :

“Tim khong thdy! Noi ndy 1 chd nao?”
Luru Van cudi noi:

”Pi xem, xemn6 & chd nio! Ching ta di vio trudc xem mit chitt di! Hon nita thang, ta thure chiu di ngu trong xe ngwa 10i! Thoat nghi tiéu virong gia
khong c6 can ddm dem sy tinh ndi ra, ching ta ciing ¢ thé hoi yén tAm mdt chit. Xuong xe di!”

N6i xong nang nhay xudng, Tap Ngoc chay nhanh ngiin lai nang

“Van Vén, nguoi ciing Niém Huong 6 trong xe ngyra, ta cam ddy cuong, Cac ngwoi déu khong biét tmg phé, chi so this thanh binh tudng s& giy phién
toai!”



Nang md 1én mdt ndm bin dat, trén mit boi hai vét, nhin qua that giéng nhu modt thon phu ngiy dém mét moi chay toi.
> Néu binh tudng mudn xem mit céc nguoi, nhd boi den mit!”

Nang thép giong diin, ra bén xe ngura ndm tay Niém Huong, n6i nho:

“Nguoi vao di thdi, ta danh xe ngya.”

Niém hurong mim cudi nhin nang, nghe 101 chui vao trong xe ngira, dong tac cu nhién rét nhanh chéng, Tap Ngoc nhin ddy curong, quay dau ngwa lai,
huréng toa thanh ¢b di t6i.

Mac du la sang s6m, ctra thanh rat nhiéu ngudi mudn vao thanh dang dtmg. Tap Ngoc nhay xudng ngwa, dit ngira xe di toi, twéng si trong ctra thiy
nang, lién ngan lai.

“Céac nguoi 1a ai? Vao thanh tinh lam gi?”’
Tudng si ndi chuyén bang giong ban xir, Tap Ngoc nghe xong nira ngiy moi hiéu dugc, vi thé lién cudi ndi:
» Kia o gia, tiéu nit tir mang theo ty ty cling tudng cong dén trong thanh muru chit sinh 16, mudn am chit # mua ban.”

Tuong si long nghi ngd, nhin nang danh gid, mot lat sau, di m cira xe, Luu Van sém dem 4t boi lén mit, nging dau nhin voi hén ha ha cudi, Niém
Hurong von ngde nghéch, ciing ha ha ngdy ngd cudi. Tudng si chan ghét dong cira lai:

“T4t xdu! Mt xdu vay con cuoi! Vao di!”

Téap Ngoc chay nhanh 161 cudi, dit mot it bac vun cho céc tudng si, bon ho 16t cuc hoa hodn, vé it on hoa tha bon ho thuén loi di qua. Trudc khi di,
Téap Negoc nging dau, liéc mét nhin dau twong, trén d6 viét hai cai chit to LAM TUYEN. Pay ki tén c4i thinh nay? Nang chira nghe qua, xemra ning
qua nhién qua van lac hau.

Trong thanh Hang Chéu xa hoa Iang phi phdn hoa hoan toan khéc noi ddy, ngi tu duong phd md rong sach s&, kién tric déu 1 cb xua, khong ¢6 gi tinh
xao rat khac biét, ngudi di duong trang phuc ciing khong da dang nhu Hang Chau, déu don gian. Tap Ngoc thic xe ngyra, cham rai toi bén phién da ven
duong, r€ vao vai céi goc dudng, chi thdy mot tda nha cao 16n stiing sting ¢ trude nit.

“Phurong Hoang diém.”

Nang chdmrai doc tén ghi trén 14 ¢6 trude ctra tiém, Luu Van tir trong xen 16 daura:

“O noi ndy di! Tap Ngoc, xwong cta ta déu dau hét roil”

Tt trong diérr}, tiéu nhi da sém chay dén don khach, nhiét tinh demngira ditra phia sau, ba nguoi di vao trong, moi phat giac khach diém nay hai lu déu
1a tiém com, Iau ba, bon moi 1a nha nghi. Poan chirng 1a dia danh ndi tiéng, dudi lau khach nhan ngbi day, liéc mat qua déu 1a dau nguoi, lai khdng tieng
ndi chuyén gi ca.

Tap ngoc met dén 3 10i, ciing khong di chu y diém di thurong Ay, hudéng churong quay thué hai gian phong hao hang, mang theo Luru Van ciing Niém
Huong Ién lau di nga day.
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Chuong 4

Ngi mit gidc dén tan toi mit, Tap Ngoc bi Niém Huong lam cho tinh gidc, hén nhanh tay nhanh chén choi dia toc nang, thdy ning md mit, nhanh tay bo
ra, d6 mét nhin nang.

» Sao lai khong ngi?”

Tap ngoc 6n nhu hdi, thay hén vén dau toc r6i boi. Niém Huong van nhin ning cudi, vé miit an tinh, thyre nhin khong nhan ra hén 1 caike ngéc. Tap
Ngoc bi han nhin dén niéit d6, nhe nhang danh han mjt cai

“Dig nhin, wira tinh ngi xAu mudn chét.”

Niém hurong van cudi, cAm tay nang, bdng nhién tlen 61 bén mbi nhe nhang hon, hién nhién hin ctng khong biét cai gi goi a h6n, chinh Ia ha mdmnhe
nhing cin ngén tay ciia nAng, gidng nhur mot tiéu ciu im ning Hin 16 ra vé mit ddy yéu thuong, dbi véi nang kim long khong néi.
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Tap Ngoc cuoi khanh khach kéo tay ra:
“Rét ngira, dimg cin. Doi bung rdi sao? Chiing ta di xudng dn com durge khong?”

Niém Huong gat gat dAu, bdng nhién 6m Ky ¢b ctia nang, hon lén mit nang rdi dan di xudng, lic ndy day moi hon, mdi mém nhe cham vao nhau, lai nhin
han tir mit dén c6 déu do.

Tap Ngoc dau tien la ngAn ngo, sau lai lai nhin khong duoc then thing, nhin hén mim cuoi, kéo hén dtmg ddy, mang nudc Am, thay Niém Hirong tim rira
g0i dau, thay quan 4o sach s&, toc ciing chinh t&, nhin qua tira nhu mdt nam tr tré tudi van nhi dich th.

“Nguoi nhin dep Fim, Niém Huong. La ta tt s gip nguoi, con nguoi thién lwong nhat.”

Tap Negoc 6n nhu n6i xong, thay hin vén toc, sau d6 moi mang nurée Am tr minh tim rira, hai nguoi sach s& rdi méi di dén trude cira phong Luru Van,
R4t cude van 1 hoa khoi, tim rira it nhdt can mot canh gio, cudi cling bon ho danh phai di Xuong true an com, sau d6 moi mang lén cho nang. Ban
dém, noi lau mot khach nhan cang nhleu, Tap Ngoc tim duoc vi tri con trong, mubn goi iy phan d6 an, anh it cia nang chi c6 mjt niém huong,
chuyén xung quanh cin ban 1 khong dé y t6i, hon nita nang nguyén ki dai tiéu thur di khoi nha, kinh nghiém giang hd co hd khong c6, khong mot chit
phat gidc nhiing khach nhin & lau mot trang quai di khac thuong, .. .."Rut i, hén 1a nguroi khac thuong! Trd ve tinh tiep!”

Hién thip giong ndi, nguoi Long Mén phai toan bd dimg day, voi di ra khoi khach diém, ciing khong quay dau lai.

Nguoino vo tay, than thai c6 chit budn cudi. Tép Ngoc xemdu ndo nhiét, vi thé chuyén tim dimng bita, cai gi Thién Thanh kiém quyet Ngoc phong,
nang mot chiit himg thi cling khong co. Mt thay Niém Huong an dugc ngon nhu viy, nang cudi dai gip mot miéng thit bo vao bat han:

“An tir tir, cAn than nghen.”
“Cd nurong, ta ngdi ddy duoc khong?”

Trén dAu bong nhién ¢6 nguoi dét cau hoi, Tap Ngoc vira ngang dAu, da thdy moi vira 1di nguoi thanh nién kia cudi hip mét nhin minh, nang tly ¥ gat gat
dAu, ngurdi no lién ngdi bén canh Niém Hirong, nhin hén mdt hdi, m6i ndi nho:

“Cd nurong tir chd ndo dén? Ta xem ¢ nrong b déng khong giéng nhur nguwoi trong giang hd, chiing & 1 dén du ngoan 2

Tap Ngoc néi nho:

“Hoi nguoi khéc trude, giéi thiéu chinh minh trede di? Day L 1€ nghi co ban nhét.”

Nguoing sung s6t, n& nu cudi:

“Qua that nhur thé, 14 ta 16 miing, Tai ha Han Dy Trén, tir Lac Duong dén tim ngudi.”

Téap Ngoc git dau:

“Tu Ma Tép Ngoc, hén 1 tudng cong ta Niém Huong, cu thé dong ho ta ciing khong bit.

Ching ta tir Hang Chau ma dén, di ngim canh.”

“NiémHuong, . . . .. i

Han Dy Tran 13 rang stmg st mot chit, lai nhin thoang qua Niém Hurong dang viii dau vao an udng, tura hd kinh ngac. Hén bdng nhién nd nu cudi:
“That Ia khéo, ta trude kia c6 mot ngudi ban cting goi |2 Niém Huong, nhung hén ho Tuyén. Trén doi qua nhién c6 nhiéu ngudi ciing tén, dy ciing
mot cai duyén phén, ta cling véi ngurdi ban kia cling da nhiéu ngay khong gap.”

N6i xong hén lai liéc mit nhin Niém Huong, thiy héin khong phan (g chut ndo, than sic ngly ra, khong khoi 16 vé thit vong,

Tap ngoc cting khong phai am hiéu tinh tinh 1ol bét chuyén, Han Dy Trin tuy ring luén khach khi n6i chuyén, nang ciing bt qué thuan miéng dap hai

céu, tim tw déu dat hét & Niém Huong. Néula nguoi binh throng thiy nang nhur vy, binh thurdng ciing rdi di, khong déy dwa nita, Han Dy Tran khong
v tir, ndi chuyén cang ngy cang nhidu, tuyét khong dé y Tap Ngoc dang linh dam

“Ta xem Tur Ma ¢4 nurong khong giéng ngudi trong giang hd, nhung nhét dinh 1 c6 cong phu, xin hoi t6n su A ai? Nhat dinh i nhan vat ndi danh trén

giang ho.”

Tap Neoc tuy ring khong am hiéu ngudi kia, hoi linh dam, nhung nhin mit ciing 1 thién chén, hon nita d6i véi Han Dy Tran khéng c6 gi 4c cam, ciing
dap:

“La hoc mdt chut cong phu phong than, boi vi ta tir nho thin thé yéLl, dai phunéi cAn thurong xuyén hoat dong, t6t nhat hoc mdt chit cong phu quyén



cude, 1am cudng kién than thé. Nhung su phu chi 12 sur phy, hén ciing khong phai nhan vét ndi danh gi, chi | mdt gido du trong nha ta thoi.”

Han Dy Tran cudi noi:

“Ping la nhur thé, luyén v khong riéng vi bude chan vao glangh6 cau danh loi, chinh yéu van | tu than dudng tinh, Tu Ma ¢6 nuongcontuélnho c6 thé
théu tinh dat Iy nhur thé, that 14 lam tai ha boi phyc. Khong biét hai vo chdng cac ngwroi & lai Lim Tuyen, hay tiép tuc du ngoan? Tai ha twong ddi quen
thude voi phirong bic, néu khong ngai, moi ngudi ddng hanh cing nhau? Nhiéu ngudi, ciing nhiéu phin ndo nhiét. . . . . . ”

Hzn n6i con chira xong, chot nghe phia sau mdt giong ndi niing niu quyén i vang ti:

“Puong nhién tot, bén ngudi ddng hanh, c6 gi thay nhau g chién. Vi cong tir ndy, ta thit rat vui .”

Han Dy Tran stmg st mot chit, khong nghi Tap Ngoc con c6 dong ban. Tap ngoc quay dau nhin nang, ndi nho:

“Lam sao nguoi lai xudng? Khong phai néi chér ching ta dua com Ién sao?”

Luru Van méc trang phyc binh thudng, ciing khong thé che hét ¢ sic, huong chi nang g6 phit nay mu6n cho ngudi no chuyén tim voi minh, lai bay ra
mot tur thai quyén rii, cudi dai, chen vao giira Tap Ngoc va Han Dy Tran , ngdi xubng, chim ri noi:

“Ta chd mii, cac nguoi khong lén. Ching 18 mudn ta doi dén chdng it sao?”
Nang goi Ién mdt c4i nu cudi quyén ril, nhin vé& phia Han Dy Tran, 6n nhu ndi:
“Khong thé tudng & day lai quen duge mdt cong tir. Cong tir ho gi? Ngudi & noi ndo t6i?”

Han Dy Tran du da gip v0 s6 ngudi, chot vra thély dung nhan ciia Luru Vén, vén chin dong chit it. Han troi sinh tinh tinh phong luru, d6i gi nit tir ciing
s€ khong ndi mot 101 ndng nhe, huong chi Liru Van nhuir hoa nhwr ngoc , 1ap tirc cuoi dap:

“Tai ha Han Dy Tran, nguyén quan Son Bong. Con c6 nrong . . . . 7

Luu Van thudt tay khodc tay phéi ctia héin, nira nguoi déu dwa vao, khong ¢ céch ndo, thoi quen nghé nghiép, nhin théty nam tir lién m theo ban néing,
huong chi nang dang cé y dinh, diu dang noi:

“Thét 1 khéo, Han cong tir, tiéu nit Luru VAn, nguyén quén ciing | Son Dong, Chiing ta ¢ thé tinh i dong hwong déy.”
Han Dy Tran ¢6 vé tranh ra nhung nang cir tién t6i, khong cho hin gin Tap Ngoc, hdn bét dic di nd nu cudi,:

“Qua nhién thire khéo, déu my nhén phai tir Son Pong, tai ha hom nay rét cyc ciing da tin tudng nhitng 11 ny . C6 nuong quéa nhién qudc sic thién
huong, sac dep xi€u long.”

Luu VAn ngin ngim noi:

“Goi c6 nuong lim gi , déu i dong hanh dong bon rdi, im nhur vay that khach khi? Goi ta Luru Van dil”
Han Dy Tran chi cudi khong n6i, Tap Ngoc khong dwoc thuan mit, liéc Luu Van, nhéc:

“Laru Van, trude it ngwoi khac, gitt y chit.”

Luru Vén khong nghe theo, vénh mi Ién t6 y bat can! Ai bao ngudi nay dam dén gan Tap Ngoc ciia nang! RS ring nhin bén ngudi ta ¢6 tuéng cong con
dam dén, nang nén vi Tap Ngoc thanh trir han ta!

Han Dy Tran ho mdt tiéng, nghiém it ni:

“Ky thét ta khong mong cac nguoi ¢ lai LémT,uyén, m6i rdi T Ma c6 mrong ciing nghe dén,gioi V0 limdugc chi diém Thién Thanh kiém quyét hién
than & Lam Tuyen, chi sg ke tiép s& c6 dai chien. Ba nguoi cac nguroi khong phai nguoi v [Am, van 1a tranh di cho thda dang.”

Ban dang doc truyén Thirong Hoa Tiéc Ngoc dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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“Céi gl bao vét vo lAm? Cai gi dai chién? Nghe qua rat hay nha!”

Luru Van nh méit toa sang, dudng nhur tir trong ¢b tich bude chin ra giang hd 1an dau tién?

Téap Ngoc hiéu rt rd nang thich hét thay nhitng dn a0 x40 dong, 1ap tirc gat nhanh hidng cau chuyén chi ndi mbt lin, giong n6i trim héin ddy canh cdo:
“Ta khong c6 ¥ dinh dich liu vio, cho nén ngwoi ciing cling ta an phan di! Hom nay & mot dém nita, ngly mai sang som ching ta lién roi Lom Tuyén!”
Luu Van budn buc cuc ky:

» Ngwoi thit ba dao, cai ny ciing khong duoc céi kia ciing khong dugc, ta day lim ty ty ciing thit mét mét chi?”

Han Dy Tran thiy nang hai ngudi dung mao cir chi déu khong c6 twong dong, lai xung hé ty mudi, khong khoi cudi noi:

“Niém Huong huynh qua c6 phiic, lai ¢6 hai nurong tir nhur hoa nhu ngoc di theo. Tai ha ciing thiy ghen ti do mt.”

Luru Van ndm Ay tay hén, 6n nhu ndi:

“Nguoi xemta glong nuong tir ctia hdn sao? Niém Huong tuy ring tot m, nhung héin chi 1 tudng cong ctia mudi mudi Tap Ngoc ta thoi, ta cing voi
Téap Ngoc 1a két bai ty mudi. Tiéu nit tir ndy nim vira mudi bay, chua timphu quén. . . . . . Han cong tir, nguoi ché ndi lung tung, can than Tap Ngoc

A 2

tlrc gian.

Nang che miéng bat cudi, 1ong mi nhur to iéc hin, khiéu khich déc y & rang, néu Han Dy Tran nhin khong duwoc, vay hin nhét dinh 1 ké ngu ngde khong
6 mit!

Han Dy Tran lai mdt mit gia ngu:

“Thira Ia thé, qua nhién 13 ty muoi tinh thAm.”

Hén nhe nhang d4y Luru Vén ra, nhe giong noi:

“Luru Van ¢6 nuong, ngwoi da chira p gia dinh, van 1 danh tiét quan trong nhét. Tai ha khong dam khinh nhon.”

Luu Vén 4m tham biu mdi, quéa nhién B nguoi ngu ngde! Chura timg c6 nam nhan no c6 thé & gin nang ma cur tuyét, hin B ¢6 | Nang ciing khong tin
dung mao ctia minh ngudi nay mot chut cling khong dong tam!

“Luu Vén, ngwoi hom nay im céi gi vy? Chéng & that sy coi trong Han D Tran?”

Tr lai phong khéch, Tap Ngoc thiy nang con sinh hon dbi, khong khoi bat déc di di tay vao 6t nang, hy vong ¢6 thé dem ning bimg tinh khoi sy ho do
ban ndy.

Luru Van dot nhién hoan hdn, dot nhién phat gidc minh da vé t6i khach phong, gap dén d6 nhay dyng Ién, hét I6n:
“Han Dy Tran dau? ! Khong dugc, ta mubn di tim hin! Néu khong co cach c6 hin trong tay, ta khong goi Giang Hong hoa tién Luru Van!”
Nang xoay ngudi mudn di, Tap Ngoc chay nhanh kéo Jiy nang,

“Nguoi dién i sao? N6i mudn ddng hanh ciing nguoi ta, bay gidr nira dém lai mudn di tim nguoi ta, 13 nam tir dimg dén nhit dinh khinh thurdng nguoi!
Luu Van! Cho du thich han, cling khong thé non nong nhur vay!”

Téap Ngoc tan tinh khuyén bao, mot bén Niém Hurong tuy rang céi gi ciing khong hiéu, nhung ciing lién tuc git dau, khién Luru Van liéc hén mdt cai

“Ai n6i ta thich hédn? I Lwu Véan réng fo, om chim By Tap Ngoc. “Ta khong cho hén quén quit By nguoi! Ngwoi a nguoi cia ta va Niém Hirong!
Nguoi namkia dya vao cai gi chiém lay ngudi ctia chiing ta? !

Nguyén nhén lai 1 nhw vay! Tap Neoc dau dau xoa thai duong, thé dai mot hoi.
“LuuVan. .. ... .. Ta thanh ngudi ciia nguoi khi nao?”
Luu Vén dic y phe phiy ngon tay:

” Tir 4nh mit dau tién ta nhin ngudi, ta lién biét nguroi | bang hitu ctia ta ca doi, ngwoi lai | ngwoi ta két bi ty mudi, nhur thé nao khong phai nguoi clia
ta? Ta ¢ day, ai néu ddm ham muon, ta nhat dinh lam cho han cyc kho chét!”

Vira dirt 104, trén d4u bdng bi dap mot phat:

“Ta khong phai d6 vét, nguoi an n6i lung tung, tiéu dam phy.”



Tap Ngoc nhéo nhéo mat ctia nang

“Mau vé cho ta ngi, chinh ngwroi ddng y cho ngudi ta ddng hanh, ngaty mai khong duroe mudn. Con, néu con quin quit Ry ngudi ta nhur vy, mét mili ctia
ta cling khong con, vé sau khong duoc nhur vay.”

Luru Van cudi hip mét 6m cénh tay ctia nang, lai bit dau im niing ca x4t hing tung;

» Tét nha, ta chinh la tiéu dam phy. Hom nay ta man phép khong di, ta mudn cling ngdi véi cac nguoi! Nguoi con noi ta, Niém hwong thanh that nhu vay,
It trude néu khong phai nguoi quan quit Ay nguoi ta, nguoi ta tai sao c6 1 gan cling ngwoi bo trén? Hic hdc! Mubn dam ddng moi ngudi cing nhau
dam dang, ta khong can tir minh dic y.”

Mt Tap Ngoc do hong, thip giong noi:

“N6ibay! Ta khongco. . .. .. Quin quit Ay han. . . . .. ”

Khong phai quén quit liy han, ma ding hét strc, lleu mang, liéu linh bam lay hén, vi dem Niém Huong dt 1én trén tat ca, doi nay nang pht quy khong
can, clia nd gidu sang hay 4m ap tt khong con 1 tat yéu, tay tring ciing duoc. Hién tai nhd t6i bon nang hdi xura ciing that liéu inh, so v6i Lru Van
khong kha hon bao nhiéu.

Luu Van thoi manh vao mit nang:

“D6 mit, d6 mat! Newoi ndi dbi nha!”

Tép ngoc then qué thanh gidn, dem nang ding sirc 4n nang Ién giwong, ding chin hung héng bao lai:

“Cho ta ngil! Cam mi¢ng!”

Niém Huong thiy smh s6i ndm trén girong, 1ién ngoan ngodn om chan xubng dat, namxuong sau, nhin Tap Ngoc cuoi ngot ngao, khi nghe n6i Tap
Negoc thich héin, quén quyt hin. Tap Ngoc miit cang d6 hon, ngdi xudng di s& s mét ctia hén, 6n nhu ndi:

” Toi cho ngwoi rdi, Niém Hurong, sém di ngi di.”

Niém Huong hé miéng, thuan thé cin cin ngdn tay ciia nang, nang bat cuoi. Liru Van tirc gian tho tir trén giwong xubng noi:

“V& sau c6 than thiét, vo chong tinh thAm dimg 1m trudc it ta? Mudn kich thich ta!”

» Chi ¢6 nguoi n6i thé!”

Tap Neoc liéc nang mdt céi, thdi tit ngon nén, r6n ra ron rén Ién giwong, cho dép kin mén, Niém Huong da ngii rdi, phét ra tiéng thd déu vién niin.
“Tap Negoc, khong nén cling nam nhén kia n6i chuyén, ngay ¢4 ta ciing khong thich, Ném Huong nhét dinh cang khong thich.”

Luru Van bdng nhién nhe nhing n6i

“Ta cam thiy hén nhin nguoi anh mét rat quai la, d4u tién B nhin chdm chdm Niém Hirong, sau lai nhin ngwoi. Ta khong phai nén m6i dong  cho hin

dong hanh. Cam giac hén rét nguy hiém , tuy réng nhin bo dang thi tt.”

“Neu dong y 10, cting dung nghi nhiéu nhu véy. Ta cling cam thay hén c6 chit ky quai, nhung khong biét nén néi quai & chd ndo. Nhung hén néu cb y
muon hai nguoi, nhit dinh s6m da dong thii r6i, hom nay ta xem héin d6i phd voi mdt céi giang hd hiép khach, dong tac nhanh dén kinh ngudi, than thi
nhu vay rét cao, lim gl phai lira chiing ta cing phiéu ngao giang ho?”

Téap Ngoc nhé tdi canh tugng hén ding chiéc diia got gy dai dao, cho du nang ngdi gé}n nhu vy, cling khong théy 10 hén 14 khi ndo ra tay, con co thé
@it mot qua 1€ vao miéng ngudi ta , néu ddy khong phai la qua 1é, ma Ia kiem, Long H6 dao nhat dinh s& chét. Han rot cude 1 ngudi nhu the ndo? Chinh
nang cho tdi bay gio cling chura di xa, lai n6i nang mdi bude chan vao giang ho, han tai sao phai di cling nang?

Nang dot nhién nhé t6i Han Dy Tran lic vira gip, héin xem ki mit Niém Huong, hin ¢6 mot bang hitu, kéu Tuyén Niém Huong, . . . . . Lung Tap Ngoc
6n lanh, ching 18, Niém Huong trude kia 1 bang hitu ctia hin? Chéng 18, Niém Hurong khong phai troi sinh ngde tir? Nang lai nghi lic nang gip Niém
Hurong An dAu, hin té xiu tai hiu vién, duoc nguoi ta chita tri, khoi phuc y thirc sau moi phat gide hén 1 c4i ké ngde, mdi dai phu dén xem, déu néi
khong c6 bién phap chita khéi. Trén ¢b hn treo mit vong ngoc mau dé nhat, nang chua bao gio théy qua, mit trén c6 Kkhdc hai chi¥ Niém Huong”, vi
thé nang cir nhur vy ma goi hén. Niém Huong trudc kia i ai, hin co phai a troi sinh ngde tir, hén 1 nguoi chd ndo, nang hoan toan khong biét, ciing
khong mudn biét.

Nhung, néu that ¢6 mdt bang hitu trude kia ctia hin xuét hién, nang c6 can biét hay khong biét? Tap Ngoc hit mt hoi, nang khong can. Han I ngudi

trong vo lAm ciing tt, 1a nguroi ngéc‘tl"r cting tot, 13 sét nhan cling tt, d6 khong phai djéu quan trong. Niém Huong chinh la Niém Huong, Niém Huong
clia nang, nang thich han, thé 1a dt r6i. Han trude kia nhu thé ndo, da khong con Ia diéu can thict.

Phia sau Liru Van cing da chim vao mng dep, Tap Ngoc ling & xoay nguoi, tim tur thé thoai méi, dang dinh chop maL chot nghe ngoai cira s6 c6 dong
tinh khac thurong, giong nhur ¢6 ngudi dang nhe nhang dong cira s6. Nang lap tirc giat minh, nheo m¥ét trong t6i, chi thiy mdt bong den xet qua cira so,



ngimg lai, tyra hd dang dinh thoc hai ngdn tay vao.

Téap Ngoc khong nghi' s¢ kinh dong hai nguoi kia, hén sO tay vao nguc, léy trong tti mjt vién Thiét dan chau, ddy la trude khi di su phy dua cho nang ém
khi phong than. Tay nang hoi gap, nhim ngay cai ) cdi bong den kia “Tbt” mit tiéng, Thiét dan chiu bin nhanh, ngoai cira s6 ngudi no thét Ion mot
tiéng, chic 1 d4nh tring, héin xoay nguoi én nhay xudng, sau d6 khong con thiy dong tinh gi.

Tap Ngoc khong damngn, ngung tai Jing nghe mot hoi, xéc dinh xung quanh khong con dong tinh, moi tho phao nhe nhom. Nang vira tinh ngt, Niém
Huong bdng nhién ngdi ddy, xoa mét mét moi, nang chay nhanh xudng girdng t6i bén hén, thip giong noi:

“Lamsao vay? Gap 4c mong sao?”’

Niém Huong lc dAu, khoa tay muia chan chi vao ctra $0, vé mit hinh nhu ni vira 1di ¢ cai gl dong day, danh thirc hén. Tap Ngoc trén’an mOt hdi, nhin
hén ngi lai, moi trén girdng. Luru Van mot chit phan (mg cling khong ¢4, con dang chim trong mong dep. Vo luén la nguoi no phét ra tieng kéu, van la
am thanh ctia Thiét Pan Chau minh ban, nguroi thudng ngu say tuyét doi s€ khong nghe thay, Niém Huong tai sao lai bi danh thirc?

Tép Ngoc khong khoi nghi lai trurde kia, mbi khi ngodi cira s6 vira ¢ dong tinh, Niém Hirong nhat dinh s& tinh lai, lic trudc chi n6i tai hén rat tot, nhung,

Omngh1 hodc trong long, Tap Ngoc ngn that say, cam gidc vira ngi thi troi da sang 10, sau d6 ngoai cira ¢6 tleng am am im nang tinh gidc, nang mo to
miit, Niém Hurong dimg Ién, c6 chit hoang so trimg méit nhin ra cira. Tap Ngoc méic quan 4o nhay nhanh xudng girong:

“Niém Hurong, nguoi doi & ddy, néu Liru Van tinh ciing bao dimg ra khoi phong,”

Nang déy cira ra, chot nghe dudi lu c6 ngudi Ion tiéng 16i bdo thi gi d6, nghe g10ng tiéng Long HO dao La Nhuan Sinh. Tap ngoc king I& xudng lau, di
dén lau mot, nhin thiy bén dudi chiéc ban da gay vun, gibng nhur phét sinh tranh chdp. La Nhuan Sinh cAm theo mdt dai dao mi, anh mét do ddm, gian
dir hét:

“Long Mén phai ha c6 thé bi ngudi vii nhuc? | O Lam Tuyén, trén dia ban cta ta giét nguoi, qua thure khong c6 virong phép rdil”

Hom nay theo sau héin vo s& ngudi trén keng deo bién gb son hong, mbi ngudi déu 1a vé mit bi phin .

Téap Ngoc nép minh trén thang lau, chot nghe giong ndi ctia Han Dy Trén vang lén:

“La tién sinh sang s6m x6ng dén mudn doi cong bang véi tai ha, thit sw | budn cudi. Long Mon phai da chét hai ngwoi, ¢6 chimg c6 gi ndi tai ha giét?
Tai ha d&m qua mdt budc khong rdi khdi khach diem!”

Pa chét hai nguoi ? Tap Ngoc lp tire nghi dén hai nguoi nhin kn dém qua, hay 1 chinh 1 nguoi Long Mén phéi ?
Lainghe La Nhuén Sinh lanh king noi:

” Nguoi chét tai khach diém! Nguoi ra tay thit doc ac! Bon ho khong c6 tim giét ngudi, ngwoi lai ra tay ha sat! Hom nay néu dé cho nguoi roi di Lim
Tuyen, Long Mon phai danh dy tram nam nén dat cho nao? !

Han Dy Trn né nu cudi:

“Thira 14 thé! La tién sinh, nira dém rinh coi tai ha lim gi! Tai ha méc dt ban ngay déc t6i Long M6n phéi, nhung cic nguwoi tir trude dén nay ti cao vi
Lam Tuyén dai phéi, von tung cac nguoi quanh chinh duong dudng tdi khiéu chién! Lai lim nhitng hanh dong bi 6i! Khong sai! Toi hom qua tai ha xac
thue dudi theo mot thich khéch, n6i vay chinh 14 La tién sinh miéng ndi khong glet ngudi sai di? Tai ha thAm nghi nén hoi mdt cau, néu khi d6 tai ha d ngi
10i, khong c6 phét giac hin, hén tinh im c4i gi? Ta nghi chdc khong phai tim ta udng ruou?”

La Nhuan Sinh gidn téi cye diém, hén hoc ndi :

“Nguoi dich duge ché nudi dudng! Dam lim khong ddm nhn sao?! Cho du Long M6n phai sai tru6e, khong nén phai ngudi nira dém di tim hiéu thin
phéan cac nguoi, ngwoi ciing khong téi mirc ha thi ! Tat ca moi nguroi déu 13 ngwoi hanh tau giang ho, dao ly ay nguoi ciing khong higu? !

Han Dy Tran nghe hén n6i vay thi tirc gidn, lanh nhat noi:

“La tién sinh dang ni gion? 6i v6i bon chudt nhiit nira dém rinh md, ta khong di dbi pho, chéing 1& con ms cira hoan nghénh héin vao sa0? RG rang la
Long Mon phai sai trudc, nguoi bay gio co céi gi doi ta nhan tdi? Cho du Lam Tuyén Ia dia ban Long Mo6n phai, chang I€ vuong phép cling khong con
sao? !”

“O Lam Tuyén, Lio Tir chinh a vurong phép! Lio Tir chém chét nguoi thiang nhoc nay!”

La Nhuan Sinh | ngurdi tho kéch, khong nhé nhiin nhu Han Dy Trén, bj ndi tirc vai cau, lién véc dao doi liéu mang, trong e nhét thoi Long Mon phai
nguoi kich dong, cling ram ri vung dao kiém Ién, thay trudng hop nay khdng thé ctru van, Tap Ngoc budce chan xuong, tinh di giip Han Dy Tran.

Nang vira moi budc di, chot nghe phia dudi vang Ién giong ndi ctia Chung Nam Tt 1o, Cti Tinh, héin trdm giong noi:



“La huynh dé dung gian, Han huynh d¢ dirng nong. Binh tinh nghe ta ndi hai cau!”

La Nhuan Sinh hén hoc néi :

“Cu lio! Ngai ciing mudn che chd cho tén stc sinh kia? ! Long Mén phai ching & ctr d& hén cudi 1én ¢b nhuc nha nhur vay? 1

Ci Tinh ic daw:

“Nguoi binh tinh, sang s6mkhong nén chém glet trude tién dem chuyén da xay ra noi rd mot chit. Han huynh d¢ hoi ding, nguroi ¢6 chimg c¢ gi chimg
minh hén giét huynh dé Long Mén phai ? N6i nep, nguoi nira dém phai nguoi rinh rap, d6 1a sai trude, néu la ta, cling khong vira miét! Long M6n phéi
namdo6 quang minh, nay luan lac thanh ha Iuu r6i sao? That sy 14 Iam cho Ao phu thét vong 1oil”

La Nhuan Sinh ni nong, khong néi duge g, bén canh hén sw dé tiép 16i dem sur tinh giai thich:

“Ngay hom qua sau khi tr& \{é, tAt ¢4 moi ngudi cam thiy tire gidn, Long Mén phai tt xéu ciing 1a danh mdn tram nam, ha ¢6 'ghé bi mot cai tén nhoc boi
nho! Cho nén La sur huynh lién phan pho hai ngum nra démdi do :thémthé.n phén ctia han, cling khong c6 y hai ai. Noi that, han ban ngéy 10 ra it than
thi, ching ta cing bict nhat dinh danh khong lai hén, lim sao c6 thé cong phai nguoi di tim cai chét? Nhung moi ngudi doi cho canh bon, hai nguoi kia
van chua trd lai, canh nam, bong nhién c6 nguoi lao vao ctra, bao chung toi, hai huynh d¢ kia chét tham, thithé vano do. . . . . . Bonho...... Bi chét
that thé tham!”

Hén nghen ngao, néi xong lui xudng,

C Tinh trdm ngAm, Han Dy Tran mim cudi, khong thém dé y thai do cam tire ctia huynh dé Long Mon phéi, déu hin khong thé lap tirc dem hén chém

“Loi tuy ndi nhur vdy, nhung céc nguroi sao ¢6 thé xac dinh 1 Han huynh dé giét ngwdi?” Cu tinh trdm giong hoi.”C6 thé 1 dbi thi ctia Long Mon phéi
am?”

La Nhuan Sinh nhin khong duoc kéu ken:

“Cr gia! Nguoi xem thi thé s& biét! Ci loi nity thirong thé, chi c6 ngudi cdng e cao thim mdi 6 thé im duoc! Long Mon phai ngay ca ¢6 ké dich,
ciing it ¢6 cai loai ndy cao thit! Ta tur biét khong phai ddi thii ctia stic sinh nay, khong thé chinh tay ddm ké thil! Chi ¢6 xin ngai tim lai cong bang!”

Cu Tinh gt git dau:

“Ta s& xit Iy, nguoi an tAm, ta nhat dinh s& khong thién vi. Thi thé mang t6i chua? Cho ta xem.”

Nguoi phia sau lap tirc ning lai hai thi thé dap vai tréng, vai trang vach ra, Tap Ngoc nhin khong dugc vung trom nhin xem, da thay hai nguoi kia sic mét
tréng béch, trén nguoi khong ¢ vét throng, mot nguoi & yét hiu cé mdt vét sau miu den, hinh nhur 1 bi 4m khi d4nh thanh déu vét, mau khéng kip eu
thong nén chét.

Cu Tinh kéu én:

” Tha phap that doc ac!”

Hén xoay ngudi lai 4n vao ngwe mot thi thé , Am bam noi:

“ft nhét c6 murdi miéng curong chdm ding thit phép cure nhanh d4m vao tim, hon nita d4m & vi tri khong dong nhét, hién nhién khong phéi ki 4m khi phat
ra. Nguoi ndy bi mat mang tai cho. . . . . . . That 1a cao thii méi ¢6 thé 1am.”

Hién lai nhin yét hau tén con lai, 6 1én mot tiéng;
“‘Payla...... Amkhi giy ra? Lap tirc danh xuyén qua yét hu, ciing i bi mit mang tai chd. Amkhi cdc nguoi da Iy ra sao?”
Phia sau p ttrc ¢6 nguoi dat n vai tréing mot thir gi d6, ¢ tinh nhiit 4m khi én, trim giong ndi:

‘Ta Thiét dan chau. . - ... Trén giang hd ¢6 ngudi am hiéu dan chau thi phép sao? Ngudi ndy mang yéu, thi phép ndy cay doc di thuong, . . . . . Chie
rang khong phai ké dau duong x6 cho!”

Tap Negoc giat minh, boi vi nang di thiy rd vién dan chdu, chinh nang dém qua ban ra di am khi
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Chuwong 6

[Pay Ia chuyén gi?

Cong hyc ciia nang, cho dii dimg téi tam phén Iyc cing khong thé danh xuyén qua yét hdu nhur thé! Hudng chi hom qua nang ciing chi ding ba phan luc,
hit doa mot chit ma thoi. La ai ding 4m khi ciia nang dem giét chét nguoi? | Lai con da throng & cling mdt vi tri!

Han Dy Tran cudi ha ha:

“Pa ta Cu lao thay tai ha lam sang t6 tdi danh, ca hai déu tring am khi, Cuong Chﬁm cf]pg Thiét dan chiu, tai ha khong c6 théi quen ding vii khi, Inléng
chi trén than tai ha cting khong mang nay am khi nay. La tién sinh, chi sg' nguoi sai lam roi!”

La Nhuan Sinh thdy Cti Tinh trim ngam khong n6i i néo, khong khoi tire gidn, day mét nhw hoa do, lanh king noi:
“Nhét dinh i théing nh6 nay! Cho dit Cti o che ché ngwroi, Lio Tir hom nay ciing phai dem ngwroi xé thanh trim manh!”
Vira dut 104, chot nghe trén lu truyén téi mot giong noi mémmai

”” Khoan, dan chiu la cta ta.”

Moi ngudi dépg loat quay dAu, chi thiy trén thang lau mot nir tr tré tubi dang di xudng, ning c6 mdt khudn miit trai xoan xinh dep nhd nhan, mau da
trang nhur tuyet, d6i mat den sang, that sy 1a mdt thién kim ti€u thur xinh dep van nhi, khong hop voi khdng khi va grrom cung bat kiém dudi lau.

Han Dy Trin giat minh, ngac nhién noi:

“Qua that d am khi ctia Tur M ¢6 nurong sao? Ching 8 nguoi. . . . . .
Tap Ngoc di t6i, nhan vién dan chau trén tay Cu Tinh, nhin mdt chitt, git d4u noi:
“Thét | 4amkhi ciia ta, nhung ngudi khong phai ta giét.”

“Con dan ba thii! Con mudn néi xao!”

La Nhuan Sinh tuy réng 16 thét to, nhung ciing khong thé ddi voi dang vé khiép so yéu dudi ctia tiéu nha diu ma xubng tay, n6i thit ra, nang c6 ding hét
toan lyc cling khong thé lam xuyén qua yét hau, huong chi nang nhin ciing khong phai Ia cao thi.

Tap Ngoc nhiu may, lanh nhat néi:

“Ta n6i khong phai ta giét! Nhung cho dula ta giét, chc ngwoi ciing khong 6 tr cach goi ta nhu viy. Vira 10i ta ciing nghe qua, cac nguoi mudn di rinh
coi Han cong ti, ¢¢ gi phai ngudi dén gy chuyén voi ta? Ta voi Long Mon phai khong c6 bat ky lién quan gi? Cho dii Ién quan phu, ciing s& khong the
dinh ti ctia ta. Trong phong ta déu Ia nit tr, ngurdi ndy rd nam nhan nira dém muon vao d6 lamcai gi? !

La Nhuan Sinh nhat thoi im king, nhung lai mbt lin nita tirc gin rong lén:

“Lio T miic ké! Giét ngudi dén mang! Niém tinh nguoi i mdt nit tir, ta ra tay vAy ban thanh danh, ngiroi con khong mau tr van ta til”
Téap Ngoc khong dé y dén hin, dem Thiét dan chdu ném ra ngoai:

“Dinh mau, ta khong can, that ban.”

Nang xoay nguoi roi di, noi vong lai:

“Han c6ng tir, hity doi mdt khéc, ching ta thu don xong, lién xuét phat."/b] [Cti Tinh bdng nhién trdm giong noi:

“Vic6 nrong nay, amkhi la ca ngwoi, cho dui nguroi pha nhan khong giét nguroi, nhung chimg ¢6 vo ciing xéc thire, ngwoi ndi vay 16i bo di sao? Nguoi
Long Mo6n phai muon cong bang, nguoi tinh lam nhu theé nao?”

Tap Negoc quay dau, mét khong con nhin nai:

“N6i nguoi khong phai ta giét, ta cho tdi bay glo chura timg git ngudi, ndira ta cing khong du khi e xuyén thing yet héu hin. Chic 13 ai sau d6 da ha
thii. Ta ching lién quan gi? Ta con chua néi dén chuyén hom qua bon nd k¥n vao phong, néu ta ciing vy mudn cong bang, nguoi tinh im thé nao?

Nang chira bao gio hanh tau giang hd, ciing khong biét trude it i dai nhan vat ndo, cho nén khong chit so haii, ngudi kia thdy ning nhur vy, cang thém
gian dir.

Cu Tinh nghiém it noi:



” Xin hoi c6 nurong bi thurong vao? Lén vao lim nguoi thirong ton? Néu khong cd, vi sao ra tay doc ac giét nguroi? Nguoi tir noi nio dén? Cu nhién kiéu
ngao ngao khi! Su phu ngwroi 13 cao nhin nao? Lo phu muon mo mang kién thirc!”

Téap Ngoc hir mot tiéng;

“Miic m6 g t6i ngoi? Ngwoi  ai chir? Noi khong phéi ta giét, giét héin con ngai tay bén ta! Su phu ta | ai, nguoi hoi im céi gi? Chuyén ciia bon titu
thu, dén luot nguoi chat van? !1”

Nang tirc gidn, tinh tinh néng gian boc 16 ra, giong diéu kiéu ngao, ciing kim cho Cii Tinh nht thoi khong n6i duoc gi
“Con dan ba thui!”

La Nhuén Sinh bat ké nang I nir tir, kra gian tin cong, mét hét nhén tinh! Hin cam ghé 1én, ding strc ném vio ning,
Téap Ngoc trimg mit, lanh king néi:

“Lam c4i gi? ! Mudn danh nhau phéi khong? Ta s& tiép!”

Nang kéu lén, khong thé gt thai do binh tinh, vé méit dy gian dit nhw mot hung than. Thiy ghé dua sép dung tring minh, Tap Ngoc vung quyén kén, tinh
da nat ghé , ai ngd phia trude bong xuat hién mdt bong nguoi, bat iy ghé dura, cat cao giong noi:

“La tién sinh, d6i voi nit tir dong thit that sy khong phéi diéu nam nhén nén Bm! Tai ha nguyén y thay Tu Ma c¢6 nuong finh gido cao chiéu clia nguoil”
L4 Han Dy Tran, hén nhe nhang ddy Tap Ngocvé sau di, néi nho:

“Tur Ma ¢6 nurong lui ra phia sau mdt ft, quyén cude khong c6 mit, can than lam bi thurong,”

Tép ngoc nhiu may,

“Pay la chuyén ctia ta, nguoi xen vao lam gi? Ta khong ng ai nhén tinh. Tranh ra!”

Han Du Tran thit sy khong thé twong dwoc mdt thién kim tiéu thur nhur néng tinh céch lai néng nay nhur vy, mt chit dao 1y ciing khong c6, nhét thoi chi
¢ thé cudi khd, nhung mudn han tranh ra xem mdt nit ttr khué céc cing dai nam nhan danh nhau, loai chuyén vo Iy nhu theé ndy han lam khong duoc.

Hai nguoi dang tranh ci, chot nghe phia sau mot thanh d&m khac vang lén:

“Hai vi tru6e dung tranh cai, La tién sinh cling ding tirc gian. Cu huynh, viée nay khong thé n6i 3 Tu Ma ¢6 nrong lam, nhung ciing khong thé khinh
suat ndi nang khong lam. Tiéu d€ c6 mot y kien, khong biet moi ngudi co nguyén y nghe mot chit khong,”

Moi ngudi quay dau, da thiy tir dé trong Chung Nam Tir o dang n6i, Ta Truong Phong. Hién tir trwée dén nay ndi tiéng binh tinh co tri, ngay ca Cu
Tinh binh thuong cling kinh trong vi tiéu d€ nay, voi vang hoi:

“Tir dé ¢6 y kién g, cir n6i dimg ngail”

Ta Trudng Phong lanh nhat noi:

“Tiéu dé c6 y nhur nay, ngudi hanh hung chéic chua rdi khoi Lam Tuyén, cac huynh dé Long Mon phai chuyén tam di tim hung thi, vé phan Tu Ma co
nuong cung Han tiéu d€, tam thoi trong e tim hung thi chua r6i khoi Lam Tuyén. Doan ngudi ¢ lai Lam Tuyén, Thién Thanh kiem quyet cling xudt hién
& day, ho trg nhau tim kiém hung thit, Tu M3 c¢6 nwrong ciing bon ho gii sau, chang phai i cach nhur vay tot hon da thurong nhau sao?”

Cu Tinh cudi not:

“Ttr dé quéa nhién thong minh, dai ca ta cam thiy khong bang. Moi ngudi xem, chi y ndy thé nao?”

La Nhuan Sinh ciing so' sau niy trén giang hd truyén ra Long Mon phéi khi d& nit tir yéu diéu, ki mot budc, git dau noi:

“Néu Tt lio déu néi nhur vay, Long Mén phai nht dinh nghe theo. Céc huynh dé, trd vé di! Nhét dinh dem giét tén hung thi nhét dinh! Bao thi cho
huynh dé!”

Hin n6i vy, nhung anh niit van hung ton, trimg mét nhin Tap Ngoc, tira hd nhn dinh nang chinh & hung thit
Tap ngoc lamsao ¢ thé yéu thé, mot mit hung héing trimg trd lai, mot mét ha mom phan dbi, ai ngd Han Dy Trén xen vao:

“Cai cha y nay rt hay! Vira van duoc ngim canh LAm Tuyén, noi niy cubi mia thu phong canh rét dep, khong xem qua 6 tiéc. Tu M ¢6 nuong,
khong bang tam luu méy ngay, lam nhu du son ngoan thily théi. Du sao ban than ciing trong sach.”

Tap Negoc thiy hin dong ¥ roi, ning tinh tinh mic d nong ndy, nhung ciing khong phai ¢ tinh gy sur voi ngudi ta, danh phai yén lang gt dAu. “Tai sao
phai nghe 161 bon chung! Khoan! Nhat bang dai nam nhan cu nhién khi dé nit nhan! That khong biet xau ho!”



O trong phong Luru Van chiri m lén:
“Vyng trom Ién vao phong ngudi ta con khong nhén toi! Pay 1 cai gianh hd quy gi? Mot chit dao 1y ciing khong biét!”
Téap Ngoc vira gitp Niém Huong chai dau, vira noi:

“Khong c6 cach khac, Han Dy Tran da mudn dong ¥, ta ciing khong mudn gay ndo dong, D sao d6 ciing 1 uy tin ctia 6ng ta, khong lam theo, ciing 1
bat ki

Nang dem nommira téc Niém Huong cot lai, dung day budc xanh nhe nhang budc vao, nhin khdng con 11, mii tiép tuc no1:

“Hon nita néu c6 dénh nhau, ta cnhét dinh dénh khong lai bon o nhén kia, Long Mon phéi céi gi d6, can ban khong can so do. Ta nghi, ch Thién thanh
kiém quyét xudt hién, bon ho cting khdng con tam trang nghi t6i viéc ndy, coi nhu & day du ngoan di, du sao rat nhanh ciing ¢6 thé di khoi day.”

Luru Van liéc nang mot cai:

“Lam on, dai tiéu thur nguroi phun tir nho nhé mdt chit duge khong? Déy khong goi  dénh nhau, duoc kéu I ty thi hogic luiin vo! Ta day khong c6 vo
cong cling bict!”

“Péu gidng nhau, ching 1§ khong phéi déu ding quyén dam cude da sao? DAy khong goi i danh nhau thi goi B gi? Su phu ta d ni ddy 1 danh nhau.”
Tap Ngoc thay niém hrrong méic vao ao khoac, cuoi noi:

“Di thoi, hom nay thoi tiét tot, di ra ngoai choi. Nghe néi mén an ¢ Lam Tuyén rét ndi danh, ching ta di an!”

Ba nguoi xuéng lau, con chua di t6i ctra, chot nghe Cu Tinh hoi:

“Ba vi mubn di chd nao?”

Lio gia xen vio chuyén ngudi khac! Lru VAn tire gidn quay dau, virt cho mdt cai nhin khinh thuong, 6n nhu ndi:

“Di choi, khong duoc sao?”

Cu Tinh trdm giong noi:

“Gan ddy LaniTtuyén sy tinh twong déi nhicu, Long Mon phi ké thi khong it, ba vi dang ¢ ddy doi sy thélt. Céc huynh dé Long Mon phéi déu tinh tinh
néng ndy, khé tranh khéi va chamba vi, chang phai lam mét hing tha di choi?”

Tap Neoc 16ng may dung én, nhét thoi tirc gidn, mdt bén Han Dy Trén bdng nhién dimg 1én cudi:

“Cl‘} 1?19, ta cling voi bon ho déng hanh, kho duqc t61 Lam Tuyén mdt Bn, khong di xem phong cénh thét sy dang tiéc. C6 ta di cung, Cu o yén tam di.
Bubi t61 nhat dinh dem bon ho binh yén trd vé khach san.”

Ct Tinh thiy hén ra mit, ciing khong n6i gi nita, chi im king nhin bon ho rdi di. Gan day, trén giang hd thiéu nién cang ngay cang khé krong rdi, tam thoi
khong ndi ndy tén Han Dy Trén than phan khac thudng, vi tiéu thu xinh dep yéu dicu kia cting khong phai dé tréu. Xemdong tac di cua nang, da tran
ngip quy khi, chéc thién kim quy toc nha nao do, cting khong biét tir noi ndo, cha me lai c6 thé cho nang hanh tAu. Xem nang cling ngudi tudi tré kia than
mét khang khit, 1 1a vg chong son, nhung thiéu nién ndy. . . . . . R rang 14 ké ngdc, chinh 14 cai khuon myit kia mt. . . . . . Cam giac, cam thiy gidng
nhu da nhin thiy ¢ dau, tira ho lai khong thé nhd.

MGi khi nhin nhirng nguoi tré tudi ndy, han lion c6 mdt cam gidc bi throng. Han thit sur gia, g oi. . . . . . Nhé hai muoi nam trude, danh hiéu Chung
Nam Tt o nay timg lim bao anh hing v& lim run sg! Ma nay, néu nguoi ho Han kia ty thi, chi so co hdi thang thit xa voi. Chung Nam Tir o, cudi
ciing i mudn roi khoi giang hd, tr6 thanh Chung Nam son 4n cur.

” Nguoi duoc goi Han Dy Tran, chi sg tén Ia gia.”

Ta Truong Phong bdng nhién toat ra mot cau nhur vAy, khién Tam Eo déu ngac nhién nhin hin. Cti Tinh ngac nhién noi:

“Tr d6 ¢6 gi ndi ra 101 dy?”

Ta Truong Phong lanh nhat néi:

“Ngay héin dénh gy dao nhét I, ta nhin k§ than phép ctia hén, khong thudc v bét ky mdn phéi ndo ctia Trung Nguyén. Chi so khong phai tir phia ty,
ma [ ngudi phuong bac.”

“Cyuctiy...... Noi d6 chi c6 ngudi Hudng Hac cung. Nguoi ching & cho 12 hin i Hac cong tir 2

Trong Chung Nam Tir 3o tam d¢ Luc Trong Nhan d6i v&i vd hoc sdu xa tir trude dén nay hiéu biét, vira nhiic t6i ba chit Hac cong tir, ciing nhin khong



¢6 chit bién sic:
“Pong tc ctia hdn rét nhanh, ban than ta khong nhin ra i chiéu thre Hudéng hac cung. Hac cong tir noi d6 s¢ trudng vé loan dao, ra tay tit nhién néu so

v6i ding dao kiém nhanh nhen hon rét nhidu, nhung hén trén ngudi ciing khong loan dao. Tir dé, ban than ta cam thiy hin ngudi phuong Bic Ngoc
Phong ly.”

”Ngoc Phong ly hoa cung st dung kiém, binh thurdng trén giang hd hanh thu sinh sy, Han Dy Trdn ciing it cao ngao, cam giac khong gidng” Ta
Trudng Phong than nhién n6i xong. “Hin n6i chuyén khong mang c¢6 khau am [ giong dia phwrong], ciing khong biét tir noi ndo dén. Nhung ngay ta thiy
hén goi mbt mAm I8, cho nén hoai nghi han 1 nguoi phia tay. Nay cubi mia thu 4m ap, Lam Tuyén & phuong bic , binh thuong moi ngudi s& chon dwa
VA trdi cdy . .. Han ndi voi tiéu nhi khong can dua va tri cdy , mubén mjt mam qua Ié. Tay Phirong kho réo, mia dong thi lanh mua ha thi néng, thira thai
dua gang, qua 1& i vat hiém. Boi vy ta suy doan ra hin ki nguoi phia tdy, chi s van 1 nguoi dia vi cao trong Hudng Hac cung.”

Ong dirng mot chit, lai n6i:

“Puong nhién, ta chi la phong doan ma th6i, Tam ca n6i héin dén tir phurong béc, ciing ¢ kha ning ndy, noi khong chimg 1a Ngoc phong ly cung ¢6
béo han cao ngao, d¢ tranh hoai nghi.”

Ct Tinh hit mot tiéng;

”Ngoc phong ly, Hréng hac cung. . . . . . Nay giang hd, khong con 1 ciia chiing ta. Chi can Han tiéu dé | mdt chinh nhan, nhu vay giang hd ciing it chit
tranh chap.”

May ngudi bon hin o nhan thao luin vé Han Dy Tran, trong khi héin dang ciing bon Tap Ngoc ngdi & quan nhd ven duong vui vé an, dot nhién lién tuc
hat xi nhicu cai. Luu Vanra vé lo ling nhin han:

“Han cong tir bi sao thé? C6 phai cam lanh rdi? Néu khong thoai méi, hily di vé trude nghi tam di.”
Han Dy Tran lc Fic dau, vudt c4i miii cudi noi:

“L4 ai ni x4u ta sau keng! Sau hung tan chuyén, thire 13 hanh vi vo .
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Chuong 7

Lam Tuyen nhiéu hd, méc du khong nhu Tay H) Hang Chau vang danh thién ha, nhung ciing thanh & xinh dep. Liic nay troi mia dong lanh, trén mat hd
nuée két lai thanh mot ting bang mong, bén bos canh dwong liu kho lay lay, canh tuong ciing thit tiéu didu.

“Nhur thé nay. | khong c6 cach ndo di choi thuyén trén ho rdi. Béc phuong khi troi thélt lanh, ngudi ta con n6i bao mdt céi thuyén hoa, hudng thy mot
chiit rugc mo nau dich 16 dau sao khong thay!”

Luru Van nham chan ngét canh duong liBu khé, thuan duong liéc Han Dy Trin mdt céi, dem hét y xAu vi hin ma thét ra.
Han Dy Tran di v6i nit ttr luon hoan hao, nira 101 ciing khong gian, cudi ndi:

“Noi day c6 mot tiéu dinh, lflléng bﬁng di yao trong d6 nghi ngoi mot chit, tai ha di nwa cho Luu Véan c6 nuong raou mo, sau d6 vao khach diém goi it
thire an, thuong canh 1Am ho, ching phai rat hay?”

Hén vira n6i xong, Liru Van lién v0 tay bao hay:

“Han cong tir that sy 1a khéo hiéu long ngudi, tiéu nir tir rit cam kich.”

Nang niing nju n6i, anh mit ciing tré nén du dang. Han Dy Tran nhéch miéng mim cuoi, dan vai cau 1oi di mua ruou .
Téap Ngoc gitip Niém Hurong ngdi xudng ghé da trong dinh, thay hén nfim chét c6 4o, sau d6 cim tay hén cudi noi:
“Lanh khong? Hom nay cé vui vé khong?”

Niém Huong lic dau, lai gt dAu, sau d6 cim tay nang, mubn cho vao trong tay 4o minh. Tap ngoc tiy hén mudn kim gi thi m, hai nguoi cudi ndi, hm
Luu Van ng6i mit bén budn byc.

“That sy 1, khong khiéu khich ta mt chit s& chét sao? Can ban i ¢b y khi d& ta.”
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Nang ndi thim , trong dnh mt mot chit oan khi ciing khong co:

“Tap Ngoc, ta da lu khong nghe tiéng ti ho 10 ciia nguroi rdi, dir sao ¢ ddy khong 6 ai, canh sic lai khong ti, nguoi thoi mdt khiic nha? Niém Huong
nhét dinh thich nghe , diing khong?”

Nang nhin Niém Hirong nhdy méit mubn hén gat dau, Niém Huong danh phéi gat dau that manh.

Tép ngoc vira buc minh vira budn cudi:

“Lam céi gi ciing khong nén 16i kéo hin, ngwoi that gian xao! Xem ra nén tim tuéng cong cho nguoi rdi, ta d& phai ca ngay lam ung vat va.”

Loi n6i thi nhur vay, nang van iy trong tay 40 ti 10 16 ra, xa0 xao 1én miéng, dua 1én moi thdi vai tiéng. Noi ndy dat bang trong trai, thanh &m phiéu ling

trén mat hd, chot nghe gidng nhur tleng mot con chim nhe nhang kéu. Tap ngoc hit mt hoi, thoi Ién, thanh am kia ba nhu hoa mdt, giéng nhau du déng
mém mai, khong dém dugc hét sy trién mién uyén chuyén.

Noiné g10ng cdy sdo, cting khong du trong tréo; ndi nd gidng tiu, lai khong du xa x61, nd gidng nhur & giita, glong mot nir oy lap 16 noi khué phong, Anh
nén Diéu Hong phuong, cam kham thom mat, ngoc quy yéu kiéu, phong luu trang gi6. Trude miit nhu hién ra tuyét tring tir tir roi, nii gia sung stimg, lai
thanh Giang Nam thang ba mura xudn, tinh té1a lwdt, lam nguoi ta say dam Tap Ngoc Von ngy thurong ti nhi diu dang, ngay ca méic bd y binh thuong,
van khong thé che hét khi chit, cam thiy nang rét kin d4o, 1ong may nhu niti xud, séng it nhur murde thu cham chém, canh tuong ny khién Luu Van
ngly ngoc, nira chit cling khdng ndi ra dugce.

Nang vung trom liéc mét nhin Ni¢m Huong mdt c4i, hén dang ding anh mit yéu thirong nhin Tap Ngoc. Ai ndi hin ngbe? Luru Van king yén suy nghi it
nhit han biét lam Tap Ngoc vui, biét thurong nang, yéu nang, ching phai so véi nhitng cong tir kiéu ngao, lanh kmg con hon hay sao? Chi vi nhur vay trong
nhdy it nang hdmm) cyc ky, cling cao himg cure ky. Ham md Tap Ngoc c6 mot phu quén t6t, cao himg khi minh cam thiy hanh phtic. Chi mong c6
thé vinh vién hanh phuc nhur vdy, 1am cho hét thay déu vinh vién dimg lai & gio khiic ndy.
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Chuwong 8

Lain6i bon Tap Ngoc ¢ Lam Tuyén doi nam sau ngay, may canh dep noi nay ciing da du ngoan qua méy lan, thdy nhing nguoi Long Mon phai vin 4m
4m, nhung vé& hung thi giét ngudi nira manh mdi ciing khong ¢6, Tap Ngoc dan dan khong nhin duroc.

Tir bon phurong tim huéng v im nhén i di t6i cang ngity cang nhidu, trong tran khach diém déu dy ngudi, budi sang Luru Van xubng lu mua sita dau
nanh, phat hién & san c6 ngudi nam, doa nang giat minh nhay dung.

“Nay Thién thanh kiém quyét thu hit viy sao? Oa, ta xem toan bd ngudi vo m déu t6i noi nay chir? Khach diém déu chat nich rdi, vira roi dudi au con
'9’

¢6 ngudingi & san, thuong c6 ai nga & day dau!

Luru Van mjt mit ha mom an banh quiy, mot it lon tiéng noi Séng cing Tap Neoc Au rdi, trude kia ¢ Diéu Hong phudng hét thay 1€ nghi déu bo ra
sau, mdt chut tudng an cling bi mat.

“Du sao ciing khong can hé dén ching ta, doi thém hai ngay, ngudi Long Mén phai khong tim duge hung thi, ching ta nhét dinh roi di.””

Tap Ngoc uéng can bét stra ddu nanh, thuan tién giip Niém Huong lau miéng, vén toc, murodi ph.':Tm dduabod dang hién thé véi khi nang khéu khi hung tan
hoan toan dbi lap.

Han Dy Trén hém nay khong thiy bong dang, ngudi niy than thin bi bi, dong mot chit 1 mat tich, ddi voi hén lai lich tudi tac, bon ho mot chit ciing
khong bict. Bén khi han tiép can bon ho véi muc dich g, 14 tot hay xau, Tap Ngoc ciing khong bict.

»» An nhanh chit, nghe néi thong qua ngd nhé nay c6 mot miéu nho, ngudi ta con tinh di dao & d6!”

Luru Vén an xong rdi, bét dau thic giuc ngudi khéc. Tap Ngoc dang an banh qudy, nghe vy trimg méit nhin ning mdt c4i, cang chm ri, lam Luu Van
tlrc gian.

...... Luru Van? Day ching phai Lwu Van c6 nrong sao?”

Bén canh bong nhién mot tléng cudi, Liru Van ngac nhién quay dau, chi thiy nim sau ngudi bén canh, thudn mdt xiém 1y iU tring, ngdi & dau B mot

cong tir tre, khudn mit tuan 0, thai d6 kiéu cang, thdy Liru VAn nhin sang, than nhién liéc nang mot c4i, khong thém dé y. Nigudi ndi a mdt cong tir tré
tubi khac, mt dai nho, quét miéng, cuc ky binh thurong,
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Luu Vén theo ban ning pho 1én nu cuoi quyén i, king I8 ném nguoi no mdt dnh mit xinh dep, cudi noi:
“Congtirla. .. .. 2 Lam sao biét tiéu nix?”
Ngudi no ba hon di hai hon, ngiy ngd cudi hic hic:

“Trong thanh Hang Chau, ¢6 ai khong biét Gidng hong hoa tién Luru Van ¢b nurong? C6 mrong tai sao lai & Lam Tuyén? Chéiing 1§ khong ¢ Diéu Hong
phuong nita sao?”

Luu Van man mé miéng;
“Ta thich di ch ndy chd khac, ta & Diéu Hong phurong da ngan, di xa giai sau.”

N6i xong, nang lai liéc mét nhin nguoi cong tir ngdi dau, théy hén than thai ngao nghé, theo khode miit nhin ngwdi, mit may Iy 16 vé d6i voi nang 1 khong
mang, khong khoi mdt tran tire gidn, cang pho 1n cuoi quyen ril.

“Cong ttr, ton tinh dai danh ngai 7’

Nang lai gan, hai tay nhe nhang cham vao vai ngudi kia, thdy hén trén lung deo kiém, khéng khoi ndi nho:
“Nguyén ding 1 giang hd hiép si, tiéu nit tir c6 nhiéu mao pham, cong tir tha thir. . . . . .
Tap Negoc thiy ning an khong néi c6, dam bay ra thién kiéu ba mi, khong khoi Am tham bat cudi. Mt thiy cong tir 4o tréng da khong con kién nhan,
tam nang kéu khong t6t, chi so' ngudi khong de choc. Trén co ban, Tap Ngoc ¢ Dieu Hong phudng ba thang, dan dan hiéu biét nhiéu kén, binh thuong
Luu Van chi himg thi voi hai loai ngudi: thir nhat nguoi mi thir hai, nguoi cue ky tu tin. Cong ttr 4o trang nay chi so thude loai ngudi sau, nguoi nhur the
d0i voi nit nhAn chi ¢6 mot thai do: lanh Ing. Udc chirng trir bon ho ra, ai cling nghi dimng lam cho bon ho d€ bung,

Téap Ngoc mién man suy nghi, Liru Van da dich tay ning cAm nguoi ta lén:

“Dai hiép thit sy | phong trdn mét moi , rdu déu dai ra, Luu Van hom nay vira vin ranh, khong bing cho Liru Van hiu ha ngai?”

Ngudi no hién nhién da mubn than hon dién déo, khong biét dang & phurong nio, hin ndm Ay tay Liru VAn, ndi néng ¢ chit 1on xon;

Vi ngudi khach dang ngdi déu nhiu méy, cam thiy xau hd, cong tir 4o tring anh it cang tdi sim. Luru VAn nd mu cudi;

“Pau c6! Tiéu nit tir tir trude dén nay dbi véi dai hiép giang hd kinh ngudng vo cing, hom nay ¢6 thé tur minh héu ha ngai, B Liru Van vinh hanh m6i
ding. ..... ”

Nang 1oi con chura n6i hét, chot nghe gié ndi lén, nhur ¢6 do vét gi 6 nhanh chong bay lai. Luu Van khéng kip né tranh, chi nghe Tap Ngoc dem ghe da
t61, tha nguoi dung ke, tay 4o nhe nhang phit mot cai, gitra ngon tay nhe nhang linh hoat nhét mot thoi bac vun. Luu Van khong khoi hoang s, néu nang
bi ndy thoi bac dp tring, chi so s dau roi mau chay! Nghi dén ddy, nang oan han trimg mt liéc cong tir 4o tréng.

Tap Ngoc dembac dat lai, lanh nhat néi:

“Nang chi | mdt tiéu nir khéng c6 cong phu, cac ha khong khoi ra tay qua nhanh.”

Cong tir o tring chim rii ning tay, dem bac trd v&, trong anh mét khong che hét kinh ngac. Moi ngudi dang ngdi vira thdy cong tir nha minh bi nhuc,
lap tirc dimg Ién, mdt nit tir trung nién I6ng may dimg day, ha mom tranh ctr. Cong tr 4o trang bong nhién khoat tay 4o:

“Ngoc Phurong, ngdi xubng”

Thanh Am ctia hén trong sang tramthap, ‘nhung néu nghe k¥, lai 16 vé lanh king ha khéic. Moi ngudi lap tirc ngdi trd lai, cong tir tré vira cing Lru Van n6i
chuyén ciing so haii, khong dam ngéng dau lén.

Hién nhin thoang qua Tap Ngoc, néi nho:

.....

Luu Vén vira nhay dyng Ién, lai bi Tap Ngoc dé xudng, Nang thip giong noi:

“Cong tir ndi sai 1o, Liru Van cing ta a ty mudi, ta chwa bao gio coingudi ta la ky nir mi xem nhe. Nhung cac ha, vi than phin ma di tw tién phan doan
nguoi khac, cach lam nhu theé khong khoi vo doan ngang nguoc.”

Céng tir 40 trang nhudn may, Tap Ngoc nhin hin ki tirc gian, van 1a hén mon. Nguoi ndy cling Han Dy Tran phong hru 6n nhu ciing khong giong, cing



Nlem Huong tudn ny khoi ngd ciing khong gidng, hin glong nhu mit khéi bang, cao quy, lanh king, quén 4o tring, to¢ den nhur to, néu khong phai thin
séc trén mit qua mire kiéu cing Bm ngudi ta khong dam tiép can, thue | mot cong tir tot.

Hén dem ddng bac xoay trén tay, mot lat sau méi noi:

“Cing la ky i, tra thi lao mua khoai hoat ciing 12 y ding, ¢6 nurong ¢6 ly do gi ngén tr6? Nang dé cho thii ha ta khoai hoat mot tran, ddy 1 khen
thuong cho nang, khong bang hdi mit chut nang, tién tot, cling 1a nguoi tot.”

Loi n6i nay y tir vii nhye, Tap Ngoc nhat thoi kém nén khong durgc, trén mit tram xudng, ha mdm dinh cai nhau. Liru Van bdng nhién che miéng ciia
nang, nhin cong tir 40 trang mim cuoi:

“Cong tir , Luru Van ¢ Hang Chau ciing coi nhur hoi ¢6 danh, ngai dua ting nay bac, wéc chung chi da tiéu ni¥ tr mua mrdc phan, ngay ca son cling mua
khong duoc! Giang hd hiép khéch tir trude dén nay tiét kiém, tiéu nit ciing biét, khong dam yéu cau. Tién kia, ngai nén thu hoi di thoi.”

Nang kéo Tap Neoc di, cong tir 40 tring bdng nhién cudi nhao noi:

“Chang I khong du? Nguyén la it qua! Nha, mot thoi hai hrong hoang kim nguoi ¢6 vira long? D cho nguroi mit thing. Camtién, ctt khoi Lam Tuyén
cho ta! Khong can 6 ué doi mit ctia ta!”

Hién JAy ra mot thoi hoang kim, ném t6i chén nang,

Tép ngoc cuc tirc gian, s tay vao nguc Ay ra mot vién Thiét dan chiu, chuén b ném qua. Luru Van diing toan b sirc manh giir chéit nang:
“Tap ngoc, nguoi dung day vao, day Ia chuyén cua ta.”

Nang thép giong néi xong, xoay ngudi nhét 1én thoi vang Ién, cim xong tay nhin, dot nhién cudi noi:

“Hai hrong hoang kim, ngai thyre coi Luru Van I c6 dai ven dudng! Ngai tiéu tién ton kém nhur vdy, chi so' gia san ngai diét tan, khong du cho doi sau
sinh sng dau.”

Nang dem hoang kim ném lai, thuan tién Ay ra trong tay 40 mudi hai lrong hoang kim, ngao ngh& dat trude mit cong tir 40 tring:

“Phéy la khen thurdng, nguroi cling lam cho ta vui ve mbt hOL C6 thé lam cho Luru Vén ta tirc gian, nguoi cling khong don gian! Cam khen thuréng di thoi!
Murdi hai hrong, dit nguroi mua mdt ngan bo mau tring quén 4o, dé con thiy d6i? Co 4o ciing c6 thé toan 1ong mao tring d6!”

Nang cuoi ha ha, cong tir 4o tring mét bién sic, moi ngudi dang ngdi rit kiém dtmg Ién, sanh chinh khach diém yén tinh khong tiéng dong, rét nhiéu
ngudi déu tranh ra, nghi khong nén choc vao phién toai.

“Lam céi gi? Mudn danh ta?”
Luu Vén 16n tiéng hoi, vung tay 40:
“L& ndo ta phai so? Co ban finh thi giét ta di! Ban than ta mudn chimg kién canh giang hd hao kiét toi giét mdt nir nhan khong biét v& cong!”
Céng tir 40 tring sic mit thAm trdm, yén king nhin nang, nang khong so chit ndo, séy mt gian di¥, hai trong mét hung hang trimg mét nhin ]ailﬁn‘Anh
mit ctia hin bong nhién doi t6i phia sau Tap Ngoc, Niém Hurong bi hii ti téi nhot, sdc mit dudng nhu bién dong, kho tin nhin Niém Hurong, ha mom
muon ndi cai gi, lai khong the noira.
“Luu Van ¢6 nuong, lam cai gi vay? Chuyén gi dang xay ra?”
...”Luau Van ¢6 nuong, lam céi gi vay? Chuyén gi dang xay ra?"

Giong ni cia Han Dy Tran tir ngodi cira truyen den, han bude nhanh t6i, thiy tinh thé nguy cap, chay nhanh t6i trnrdc dem hai nit tir che lai phia sau,
gitrong mit nhin 1én. Vira thiy cong tir 4o tring, hén stmg so.

“Poan Moc huynh?”

Han Dy Trin cti du kéu mot tiéng, 4nh méit chuyén dong, chip tay cudi noi:

“Qué nhién 12 Poan Moc huynh, dén day khi nao vay?”

Cong tir 40 tréng thu lai thn sdc kinh ngac, 10 ra mot chut than nhién, mim cuoi, chélp tay noi:

“Vira sang som hom nay. Han huynh tht c6 nhd himg, ¢ hai vi giai nhin dong hanh, du son ngoan thiy that thich thi.”

Hin sai ngudi dem vai chiéc ghé dya t6i, mdi bon ho ngdi. Liru Van gidn dbi khong dé y t6i hin, kéo tay Tap Ngoc dira cira, khong quay dau lai.

Han Dy Tran kh& cudi mot tiéng;



“Boan Moc huynh gidu cot, giai nhan déu khong phéi ciia tai ha, ching qua B ddng hanh ma thoi. Lru Van c6 nrong tinh khi bop chdp, choc gian Poan
Moc huynh, kinh xin huynh dirng so do.”

Poan Moc cong tir khong dap, tira hd dbi voi hai nit tir khong ¢ himg thi, hén ning ly rurou trong tay, mdt lic iu sau bdng nhién n6i nho:
” Neguoi dung sau di theo nangkia. . . . . . C6 phai héin khong?”
Han Dy Tran nhéch khoe miéng, Fic du noi:

‘Tai ha ciing khong biét, thién ha nggbi ctugg tép rat nhidw, cho du tudng mao tuong ty hén, cling nhiéu nhu 16ng trau. Boan Mc huynh, néu tht su B
héan, hai nguroi chiing ta sao lai ¢6 theé yén on uong ruou lic nay?”

Poan Mgc cong tir trAm ngadm mot hdi, thé dai:

“Qué tht nhu thé, néula han. . . . . . Nhur thé ndo ai 19 ra thn sdc yéu dudi! Qua tht & khuon mit twong tu! Chinh B qud mirc trong tyr . . .. .. Khong
n6i nhitng thir ndy nira, Han huynh néu dang & Lam Tuyén, néi vy cling 1a vi Thién thanh kiém quyet?”’

Han Dy Tran lic dau:

“Khong phéi, tai ha ddi véi thir nay von khong dinh ciing anh hing thién ha tranh chép. Tai ha diroc ngudi ta nhd va, vi tim ngudi ma dén. Bing dip ma
thoi.”

Hén dem chuyén Tap Ngoc déc tdi v6i Long Mon phéi ra ké, cudi cing n6i nho:

“Tuy n6i ngudi trong thién ha gidng nhau qua nhiéu, nhung tén giong nhau, ngudi giéng nhau tai ha chua timg thiy qua. C6 mdt manh mbi, tai ha khong
nghi tlry tién cho qua.”

Poan Moc cong tir dirng lai, trén mit 10 ra than sic lanh ng;

“MOot khi da nhur vay, ta cting vay khong mubn bo qua. Kiém quyet Poan Moc thé gia bét budc. Nguoino. . . . . . Ta da nhin qua.Bén canh hén c6 hai
nit tir nhin tht chuéng mit, néu B ciing mdt ngudi, tinh tinh ctia hén, nh thé ndo lai dung nap ha dang tién nit theo bén nguoil”

“Poan Moc huynh ndi sai rdi.”

Han Dy Trn nd ny cudi.

“Tu Ma Tap Ngoc ti nhd van nhuge, Luu Véan guyén rii kidu diém, 13 rang hai vi tuyét thé giai nhan. Dén ngaty hom nay, Poan Moc huynh tinh tinh
van khong thay d6i, Poan Mdc Thé ba chac chan voi hon sy ciia huynh s€ lo lang lam day?”’

Poan Moc cong tir hir mot tiéng, lanh nhat uéng mOt NgUM ruou, JAm bAm noi:

“Giai nhan hién c6. . . . . . Thé gian nir tir nhidu gia d&i ndng can, hoac tinh nguyén km chuyén ha hru, hodic dang vé kéch com.”

Hoém nay gap Luru Van chinh 1 thuong hang trong s6 do, 16 méng, tryy lac, kiéu cach, dua bon long nguoi. . . . .. Giai nhin hén khong gap duoc, lai gip
mot ** Tién phany”. Nghi than thia ctia nang i - ném hoang kim, hén khong khoi tirc gian, trén mat giong nhu che mot tang bang Hén Poan Moc Dung
Tué lAn d4u tién trong doi bi k§ nir vii nhyc, néu khoéng phai Han Dy Trén chéin trude, hén chi mubn dem nang xa thanh ba bon phin.

Poan Mdc cong tir tirc gian, ic d6 Luru Van ciing nhay dung Ién, thiéu chit nita dem dau toc 16i xudng,

“Céi gi vay! Nguoino 1 ai vay? Luru Van ta lan dau tién bi ngudi ta noi nhur vay! Tac chét duoc!”

Nang quét canh iéu trude mit, lai d4 lai tim Ky, sau vai ba lin idu da roi day dat

Tép ngoc ngdi & mdt bén vd vd ti hd b, ndi nho:

“M&i vira rdi nguroi con rét binh finh , khong c6 ngudi ma da bét du ndi dién.”

” Nham nhi!”

Luu Vén quay dau ho to:

”Ta 14 hoa khoi & Diéu Hong phudng Sao c6 thé ¢ trudc miit moi ngudi danh mat neit mii? 1

Thén sic ctia nang hung 4c, Niém Huong so t6i mirc ndm Ky 40 Tap Ngoc lui vé phia sau

“Ngoan, durng sg. Khong nén cung cop me so do.”



Tap Ngoc 6n nhu trén an hén, Luu Van cang thém ndi gin dién cudng hét lén:
*Tap Ngoc! Tbi nén ngudi nén 1 ta moi ding? 1”
Tép ngoc hit mdt tiéng:

“Taru Van, nguoi cling nén xem lai, mubn choc gidn ngurdi ciing phéi xem thé ndo da. Vira rdi ta con thiy nguoi ngudi 1on, hién tai lai thanh tiéu hai tir.
Chang I¢ khong danh cho han mdt tran nguoi khong cam tam?”

“Puge! Ta mubn danh cho hin mjt tran!”

Luu Vén xoa ta, hin hoc ndi :

“Sém biét thé nay da lén Thiéu Lam hoc cong phu! DA som c6 thé danh cho mét miii hin bam dap!”

Tap ngoc ho mot tleng, nghi 6t nhét khong n6i cho nang biét, Thiéu Lamkhong thu nir d¢ tir . Nhung nhur vy cling tt, nang xem Luu Van ndi gian 16i

dinh, tur nhién cam thy rat vui vé. Khong hén mon, khong bo chay, gip bt cir chuyén gi ciing dam di mit truc tiép, nhu vy moi ki diéu nang thich &
Luu Vén
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Chwong 9

Luru Van tirc gian mdt hdi, chinh lai toc, sira tay 4o lai thanh mdt tiéu nir tir thién kiéu ba mi. Nang 1a ludt di t6i, cudi dai noi:
“Di thoi, ta d6i bung rdi. Hoi chia ciing khong con, khong bang di an ¢ tiém com i da!”

“Tuan kénh, Pai tiéu th cia ta.”

Téap Ngoc kéo tay Niém Huong, theo con duong d4 di t6i, Luu Van khong vira nhao t6i cdm tay kia clia nang, ba ngudi lai bay ra chiéu tur thé lién nhan,
chen chiic nhau di 1én phia trurde.

N6i dén tiém com, tiém com trr danh ¢ Lam Tuyén | khach diém déi dién Thién Hirong tiru lAu, tiru Au ngaty ngaty khach di ra di vao nurong nop, dén
tré s& khong co cho ngdi. Luru Van kéo bon Tap Ngoc chay nhur dién, vira t6i dén cira tiru lAu, da thiy dau trude ciia khach diém modt xe ngua tring
nhur tuyét, ngra tréing , xe ciing tréing, khong hé thiy mdt vét bui, nhin ging nhur am tir ngoc.

Luu Van lu ludindi :

“Lai ngudi ndo nita day? Ngudi giang hd ¢6 thé huénh hoang nhur véy. . . . . . ?

Nang con chua n6i hét, da thdy Poan Moc cong tir ciing doan nguoi di ra, mot dm 4o tring hon tuyét, nhin nhu thin tién, chim ri lén xe roi di

” Hir! Ra dén bén ngoai con mudn am cho sach s&, mdt dai nam nhan thich mbu tréng, thyre ghé tom! Hin cho 1a minh 14 thin tién ha?”

Khéau khi Lwu Vén lap tic thay ddi, ching them ngo t61. Tap Ngoc dang dinh cudi nhao nang, chot nghe noi goc duong truyén dén tiéng dong, sau dé I
am thanh ctia tiéng v6 ngura don dap, cang ngay gin, gidng nhur co nguoi giuc ngwa chay nhur dién dén.

Noi nay la khu néo nhiét, nguoi dén nguoi di, gip ngura chay nhur dién dén, ngudi di duong deu né tranh, nhung van 12 ¢ nguoi khong khoi bi co xat,
tiéng kéu vang ngly cang nhiéu, tham hai khéng chiu ndi. Lap tirc ngudi kia cudi 1én ha ha, giéng nhur ly viée dap ngudi lam thi vui. Tap Ngoc khe cau
may, so tay vao nguc Ky ra Thiét dan chau, chot thiy phia sau mdt 4nh hio quanh, lish hoat nhur rén, lp tirc cudn ly chan ngwa den phia trude, chi
nghe con ngwra kia kéu mot tiéng, p tirc té nga trén dét.

Nguoi cudi ngya linh hoat, dap lung ngwa nhay én, vimg vang dat chan xudng dat, phia sau hin méy ngudi kéo Iy ddy cuong, dimg & giita dudng.
“La ngudi ndo khong c6 mit 2 ! Cu nhién dam vudng chin ngyra ciia 6ng ! C6 can damdira cho ta!”
Ngudi no ndi bang khau am phuong Béc, than thé cudng trang, mit nhur vang nhat, tubi chimng ba muroi, nhin qua thin séc hung 4c, kiéu ngao cuc ky.

Hiéin xoay ngudi nhit 1én Iya tréing cudn dii ngya, xé thanh méanh nhod, quay dau nhin xung quanh, nhitng ngudi di dudng déu né tranh, so choc vao ngudi
ndy.
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“La nguoi?! Hay 1a nguoi? !

Dai hén kia khong phin t6t x4u, dimg ban tay to nhur quat kéo hai ngudi bén dudng, hai ké déng thurong bi hin kep cd, chan déu cach mit dit, doi dong
tlr run ray, nira chit cling ndi khong dugc.

Téap Ngoc thdy hin tan nhin dién cudng nhur thé, khong khoi gian dit, dinh bude 1én chi trich, ai ngd Luru Van nhah hon ning mot budc, xdng én miing:
“Nguwoi khdng c6 mét nguoi! Nguoi cho day | noi c6 thé phong ngwa qua 42 ! Lam ngudi bi throng con kiéu ngao nhur vay!”

“Tién nhéan kip lai lan nita xem 2!

Dai han kia d6t nhién quay dau, vira thiy dung mao Luwru Van nhu hoa nhur ngoc, khong khoi ngén ra, sau d6 lién nd nu cudi:

“Nguyén lai con a mot tiéu nit xinh dep! That i to gan, ching 1§ a ngwoi ddy ngwa cta ta?”

Luu Van ca gidn néi:

“Ban thin ta hy vong i thé! Chéing qua néu nhur ta im, nguoi di som bo khong day ndi ! Ngwoi con khong mau budng tay!””

Pai hén kia curoi hi hi, nghe 16i budng 1ong tay, hai ngudi kia ngd ti chét, nira ngay mdi dimg Ién, voi vang chay. Hin cudi ndi:

» Nguoi ta da th, tiéu ¢ nuong rat manh mg, vira vin khau vi ctia ta. Ciing ta di thoi! Ban than ta mudn xem ngwoi lam thé nao dé ta bo khong day!”
Hén viron ban tay to ra, ém Luru Van vao long, Tap ngoc chay nhanh t6i, mo tay hén:

“Khong duoc dimg tay ban cham vao ning!”
Nang lanh Iing néi xong, dem Luu Vén che 6 phia sau.
Dai han kia cuoi ha ha:

“Homnay ta i gip may méin rdi! Hai tiéu ¢6 nuong my kidu déu & day! Noéi ta ban? Ha ha ha ha! Thién ha nguwdi nam nhan ndo khong ban? Cang ban
dan ba cang yéu!”

Hé}n dot nhién ra tay nht{ dién, ra tay diém huyét Tap Ngoc, Tap Ngoc khong thé tudng véi bo dang ctia hin lai ra tay manh mé dén thé, nhit thoi khong
thé nhic nhich, chi cé thé oan hin nhin han.

“Pi theo ta di! Trude tién dem tiéu c6 nuong c6 cong phu ndy thu phyc, d& im bi thirong mot than thé mém mai, yéu diéu.”
Hin 6m Tap Ngoc, Luu Van ci kho 16 c4i khon, viron qua nim canh tay ctia héin, cudi noi:

“Dai gia, rd rang 1 ta tdi trude , ching I8 ta khong xinh dep bang ning ay?”

Pai han kia nhéo mat clia nang, cudi noi:

“Duong nhién 1 ngwoi xinh dep! Ngwoi muén Fing o, mudn ta thong ngwoi trude?”’

Luu Van cuoi lon:

“Néu mudn thuong ta, viy chi thurong mdt minh ta. Con nguoi ta rit ba dao, néu nguoi d6i voi nguoi khéc ciing tdt, ta nhét dinh s& tirc gidn , ta tirc gian,
s& lay dao trén nguoi lam thit nguoi, nguoi cling phai can than!™

Pai hén kia curoi ha ha, hién nhién vui vé cuc ky:
»T6t! Tot! P vi! Ta thich! Ngwoi tén gi?”

Hén dem Tap Ngoc ném qua mit bén, ndm ba vai nang, gio trd, khong nurong tay, chi cam thdy nguoi ctia nang mém mai, trong long khong khoi rung
dong, lambamndi:

“That A mot mondo tt. . . . .. ”

Luu Vén bi hin mo ld}'?ip ngudi, so hai, lai khong dam phat hoa, chisg hén da thurong Tap Ngoc. Nang lang I€ day Tap Ngoc qua mot bén, nhay mit voi
Niém Huong, muon hin trrde mang Tap Ngoc di tron, ai ngd thang ngde kia chi bict phat run, timg bude cling khong nhic nhich dugc. Nang ¢ trong
long tham mang mdt tiéng, van 6n nhu noi:

“Tiéu nit tir tén Duong Thily Tién, xinhanh B. . . . . . ”

N6i con chura dirt 10i, ca ngudi nang bong nhién bi Lang Khong bé 1én, dai han kia xoay nguoi nhay én ngyra, nguoi cudi ngyra tir dong nhay xudng dat



day cuong, thoat nhin dai hdn ny hinh nhur I tha inh. Luu Van b hén dt trén hung ngya, khong the dong day, trong long sot rudt, lai khong c6 bién
phép, diéu an ti duy nhét | Tap Ngoc khong bi mang di. Pai han kia cudi nin6i : “Thiy tudng s6 ndi ta & Lam Tuyén van tot, m6i dau con khong tin, ai
ngd lai 1 sy that! Thién Thanh kiém quyét cing nit nhan, ta mubn hét thay!”

Tét c& moi ngudi lao xao, nhin ra ngwdi ndy khong dé choc, khéch diém nhiéu giang h nhén sTnhur v, cur nhién khong c6 mdt ngudi ndo, bénh vire ke
yeu, tro' mat nhin han 6m chét Luu Van, gié cuong Ién thiic ngyra chay nhu dién. Luu Van ngoi trén ngua luc phtl ngfi tang d€u nhur non ra, chodng vang,

Nhung khong chay vai budc, phia sau dnh sang trang lai loe Ién, lin nay dénh vao bon dui ngyra, dai han kia chi cam thiy ngwoi hudng vé phia trude, lai
bat chap Luu Van, hai chan 6m chat lung ngura, 1on nguoc ra sau nhdy xuong ngua, xoay tay lai rut dao lanh Ring néi:

“La ai? DBira cho ta!”

[ nam tir thich miic 40 tring mt B ké doc sach thanh hién, ki quan tir hai | nguy quén tir ]

Luu Vén bi ngd dau choang vang, trén lung bong nhién cing ra, gidng nhu bi cai gi d6 gitt lai, gidng nhur cudi bay dap gio ma lao t6i. Nang m mit ngang
dau, chi thay trén lung quan mot doan lua tring, ding 1 thir vira Jam vuréng dui ngira. Ai ciru nang? Nang khong thé dimg Ién, chi co thé ng01 chdmhdém
trén mat dat nhin chung quanh. P thiy & goc duong, xe ngua tring nhur tuyét chay nhanh, bén trong ngdi mdt ngudi, cam trong tay vai lua tring, Luu
Vién stmg sot.

“Ta d canh céo mot lan roi, trén duong giuc ngwra chay nhur dién, mdt chit thé thong cling khong, Newoi ngoai nhin vao, lai n6i hdo kigt giang ho nay
bién chat.”

Giong noi trong tréo nhung lanh ing ctia Boan Mgc Dung Tué vang 1én, moi ngudi kinh ngac nhin xe ngura di toi trude mit, duoce mot tiéu dong tre dat,
Vé it cao ngao, mit khong nhin dai han kia mt cai. Nguoi no gidn dir, lai cang khong trd 16, mt dao b xuong, tuong nhur s& demdira bé kia chém
thanh hai khc. Aingd trude it lai i bach quang 16e sang, mot dai lya tring quan chét Ky dao ctia hén, bat lun hin ding strc thé nio ciing khong iy
ra dugc, m6i biét dbi phurong tuyét ddi khong phai 1 ngudi minh c6 thé dong vao.

Reém cira xe ngua b5ng nhién vach nhe , Poan Mc Dung Tu¢ khuon mat tudn t0, thoat nhin cé chit dang so. Hin than nhién nhin dai han kia, ni nho:

Cut khoi Lam tuyén, con dé ta thiy ngwoi, tinh mang s& khé gitt duoc. Chuyén i dén Dong Béc huyén y, Poan Moc thé gia con & ddy, khong t6i phién
nguoi phuong Phuong cac nguoi ki€u ngao.”

“Doan. . . . .. Poan Moc thé gia? Nguoi 3 Poan Moc Dung Tug? !”

Dai han kia run giong ndi lién 1t lai m?iy bude, sic mit tre‘ing béch :

» Ritt! Nguoi Boan Moc Gia dén! Xui xéo!”

Hin xoay ngudi Ién mot con ngwra khac, hai ngudi mdt con, chay nhanh vao goc dudng, thodt khong con bong dang

Luu Vén ngo ngac ngdi dudi dét, nhin xe ngura t6i gin Tap Ngoc, tiéu Déng vo nhe Tép Ngoc, Tap Neoc da c6 thé dong ddy, chéip tay cam on, sau do.
..... Xe ngya ty nhién hudng ve phia nang ma t6i! Nang kinh héii, muon nhanh chong chay, nhung hai chan mot chit khi yre cting khong cd, strc manh
binh thurong khong con, danh nhin Poan Mgc Dung Tu¢ sau tam manh, khong biet noi gi.

Boan Moc Dung Tué than nhién nhin nang mot hdi, bdng nhién budng manh xudng, chi chdc lat, hin giéng nhur ra Iénh gi d6, lap tirc tiéu Ddng ly trng
tay 40 mdt cai binh ngoc xanh, ném dén bén nang.

“Trd vé gdt rira, dimg cho diu vét ciia 4c nhén kia trén nguoi.”

Poan Moc Dung Tué linh dam n6i xong, tiéu Dong gio roi con, xe ngwa chdm ri di v& phia.

Luru Van mo hd cdm ly céi binh nho, mii huong mic, vira nghe, timrira can ding huong quy bau. Han laco y g&? Nigai nang ban? ! Nang gian ddi
mudn dem cai chai ném di, cting khong biét vi sao, lai tir dong dem cai chai bo vao trong ti do. Tot xau, hin mién cudng tinh 1 4n nhén ctru mang cua
minh. . . ... Nang nhu vay dbi v6i chinh minh giai thich. Nang c6 chét cting khong thira nhn, vira 1di ndng c6 mot chiit cam kich, mdt chit mubn khoc,
conco mot chit. . . . .. 1ho nhé nho nhd nhé nho nhdé dong long [ nho n lan ]

Cir cho 1a héin khong phéi d6 xiu xa di nhung ciing Ja d6 xdo quyét doc éc. Nang bam cb ging dimg lén, canh tay bong nhién bj nguoi khéc nhic, | Tap
Ngoc. Vira thay nang, Luu Van nhat thoi bi thuong, nhao 6m lay nang, khoc nhu nitii do.

“Tap ngoc! 0 666. .. ... Tép ngoc! May méin nguoi khong ¢6 viée gil Vira roi thit sy 3 im ta sg mudn chét!”

Nang mdt phen nurde miii mbt phen nurée mit, toan bo khong khach khi lau 1én ngudi Tap Ngoc. Tap ngoc mit lanh dy nang ra, nhin ning hdi u, moi
noi:

“Nguoi cho i nguroi ¢6 tuyét thé v cong? Ngwoi cho 1 nguoi 13 dai hiép? ! Ngwoi cho 1 khip thién ha nam nhan déu dé dang d6i pho nhu thé? ! Vira
'7’

10i néu khong phéai Poan Moc Dung Tué ¢ dy, ngwoi co biét minh bay gio s& bi thé nao? !

Luru Van vénh én miéng, oan udng vo cling:



“Ta khong mudn ngudi khéc cham vio ngwoi théi! Disao. . . . . . D sa0 ta trude kia cling thé. . . . . . ”?
Loi ctia nang bi Tap Ngoc ngin lai:

“Khong dugc néi nhu vay!”

Téap ngoc lan d4u tién rong Ién gian dix,

“Néu nguoi khinh thudng chinh minh, nguoi bao ta im sao bay gid? ! Ching I8 ngwoi mudn ta ciing khinh thudng chinh minh sao? 1”
Luu Vén von con mubn khoc, bi nang rong 1én hai cau rot cude khoe khong duge, ning xoa xoa mii, n6i bang giong miii n6i nho:

“Ta khong phéi khinh thuong chinh minh, chinh 1, ta hi vong lic chuyén phat sinh, c6 thé giam thuong ton 6t nhét. Ta di, hon nguoi di. Newoi | ngudi
¢6 tudng cong, ta thiy khong thé dé nguoi bi ngudi khi d&.”

“Chang I8 ta c6 thé thiy ¢ ngwoi bi ngudi khi d&? 1

Tép ngoc nh¢ t6i tinh canh vira 10i, mau bat dau lanh. Nang khong biét néu Luu Van that sw bi ngwoi ta mang di, nang s& nhur thé ndo , ic Ay nang gAp
dén do tay chan lanh hét, van khong thé nhic nhich, cam gidc nhur troi dét sip nir, nang khong nghi lai duoc ném thi.

”Puoc roiduge. .. . .. Ta sai lam r6i duoc chra?”

Luru Vén lim x4u, cAm Hy tay 40 ciia nang lay lay, giéng mdt con méo nhé. Tap ngoc lanh king nhin néng sau mt lic 1au, bong nhién 6m chit iy nang,
ca nguoi phat run ndi nho:

“Néuconcé Ansau. . . . .. Néuconco lnsau. . . . .. ! Ta nhat dinh mdt kiém giét ngwoi! Ciing tt hon nguoi bi ngudi hity hoail”
Luru Vén thé dai mot hoi:

“Ciing t6t, chét mdt cach oai himg mot chit. Nhung d6 1 chuyén bay gid sao? Ching ta con mudn khoe suét murét ? Vira ndy kinh dong, ta cang doi
bung. Mau di &n com théi!”

Tap Ngoc chot bat cudi, hung hang g5 tran clia nang;

“Nha dau chét tiét kia! That khong biét trong dau nguoi chira gil”

Ban dang doc truyén Thurong Hoa T iéc Ngoc duoc tai mién phi tai wWWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuwong 10

Huong liéu 13 hoa hdng cing hoa lan, trurée ndng sau thanh nhi, hoa trong timg giot mrdc mat lanh, cubi cing hoi lai toa ra mii huong thoang thoang.
Mui huong nay, Luru Van ciing khong xa la, ic d6 cting Poan Mdc Dung Tué phat sinh tranh chap, trén nguoi han cling cé6 mii huong nay.

Luru Van lién tyc suy nghi hon nira budi t6i, ciing khong hiéu tai sao hin lai cho nang thir hwong ligu nay. La dé xin 16i? Hay I hin thiy khdp thién ha nay
ngudi cd mii huong nay mdi la sach s&?

Tamy nam nhan kia ty kim du6i d4y bién! Liru Van nim trong chiu gd, dira tay ning nurc rira mét mi, nhe nhang khé ngiri, déu I mixi huong ctia hén.
Trong long bong nhién c6 chit ngira, ¢ chit budn buc, rd rang la mot nam nhin déng chan ghet, sao nang lai ludn nghi dén han? Luu Van, hay la nguoi
den xuan ky? L4 mdt nam nhan diém trai c6 thé khién nguoi sinh do tudng?

“Hir, nho t6i hdn, khong bing nhd dén Han Dy Tran, it nhit ngudi ta con 6n nhu mot #t!”

Luru Van dimg ddy lau kho ngudi, thay quén 4o. Hurong lidu kia qué thit quy bau, 1im an da hoi khé trd nén bong loang, min méng,

“Quén di, coi nhur hin 1 ngudi binh thirong, dit sao ching ta da thanh todn xong rdi, hén déc t4i véi ta lai clru ta, ta héo tm khong trach hin nira!”
Nang cuoi dai ndi, vén tdc Ién, mic vao 4o khoac, dira ctra tim Tap Ngoc choi.

Nang nhin khoang khong tréng rong, Tap Ngoc khong c6 trong phong, Liru Van xoay ngudi xudng lu, thi thao n6i:


http://ebookfull.net

“Hai nguoi tur tién chay ra ngoai choi! Thyrc qua dang!”

Nho t6i Nigm Huong ira giip phéi sy tinh lién o t6i mitc khong dém nhiic nhich, nang khong khoi ndi gian. Néu héin 6 méy phan xét doén, hoi biét bao
vé Tap Ngoc mot chut, vy cling tot.

Mot Itic sau, ap tirc thiy than hinh quen thude ctia Tap Ngoc dang ngdi mdt goc, Luru Van vui mirng chay t6i, 6m cd nang;
“Puoc Em! Qué nhién bo ta ma di dn mdt minh! Ta nic ké, ta cing mudnan. . . . . .

Loi cuia nang b5ng nhién qtrng lai, kinh ngac nhin ba nguoi dbi dién, vé miit mim cudi ctia Han Dy TrAn, thén théi lanh lng kiéu cang ctia Poan Mdc
Dung Tué, con c6 Ticu Pong di cting han. Luu Van ngdy nguoi.

Han!
Hin tai sao lai ddy? ! Han Dy Tran cam thiy cim ning sép roi xudng, trong nhay mét mé miéng cudi noi:
“Luru Van ¢6 nurong mau moi ngdi, vira 16i moi ndi bao gior thi ngwroi xubng day.”

Luru Van rat nhanh khoi phuc binh tinh, vénh Ién miéng ngdi xudng, cubn ly tap ngoc, tring tron trimg mét véi khuoén mit lanh king ctia Boan Moc Dung
Tug. Lamssao dé tréu choc han? Chinh han lam cho minh phien long ma?

Tap Ngoc gip cho nang mbt gip rau xanh:

“Trén ngudi nguroi 1 hirong gi vay? Trude kia khong ngiri qua nha.”

Luru Vén nhat thoi mét d6 bimg, A! Nang tai sao phéi do mit? RS rang c6 tat gidt minh! Nang ngip nglmg néi :
“Ta...... Van mang theo ma. A, nguoi nhin ta lim cai gi? Con nita! Nguoindy ....”

Nang chi vao Poan Mc Dung Tu¢:

“Hin tai sao lai & chd nay? !1”

Tap Ngoc gidi thich:

“Poan Moc cong tir cing Han cong tir | quen biét ¢, ding lic ggp dip khong c6 viée gi am, cling tinh cing ching ta du son ngoan thity. Ta ngai nhicu
nguoi, han chi dan theo mdt tiéu Pong, han goi Ngoc Pai, moi mudi tuoi. Luu Van, nguoi c6 dang nghe sao?”

Nang quay dau kinh ngac Luru Van ha hoc
“Nguoi lamsao vay?”’
Luu Van nhanh khép miéng lai:

“Khong. . . . .. Khong c6 viée gi! Chi thiy la sao ngwoi lai dong y. . . . . .

Cangky qudi han vi sao ciing mu6n dong hanh! Change. . . ... Change. . . . .. Vinang? Luu Van nhanh chong phu dinh suy nghi ndy, loai mit lanh, tu
dai cuong nay, s& khong dem nguoi khac dé trong long dau!

“Hén ciing voi Han cong tir i quen biét i, tit ca moi ngudi cling biét nhau, cing dudng ma di thoi?”
Tap ngoc lai ndi:

“Bmg’réi, hén la con trai thir ba trong Poan Moc thé gia, Poan Moc Dung Tué. Ngwoi c6 nghe qua Poan Moc thé gia chura? Han cong tir ndi trén vo
lam the gia tiéng tam ling 1ay, ¢ Bac Phuong thé luc phi thuong,”

Luu Van Bc du:

“Chua timg nghe qua, chuyén trén giang ho ta mdt chit ciing khong biét. Nguyén lai khong phai a ngudi kinh doang ma 1a thé gia v lim ha!” Doan Mc
Dung Tué hir mit tiéng, lanh nhat néi:

“Ech ngdi day giéng, ngwoi that ching biét gi.”

Luu Vén nht thoi ttre gidn, méu don Ién ndio ¢b tinh thich im ra b dang quyén rii, chan ngin n6i :



Ding vdy, chuyén giang hd ban than ta thit sy khong rd rang lim, nhung chuyén phong nguyét, ban than ta that I 16 rang. Poan Moc cong tir muén thir
xemsao?”’

‘4Ha hl_uﬂ’
Poan Moc Dung Tu¢ than nhién phun ra hai chit, khdng thém nhin nang. Laru Van khong gian lai cuor:

“Doan Moc cong ti thanh thé that Ion, tur thai thét cao khiét! Ngai chang 1§ khong biét ta ddy k nguoi ha lru i dan ong wa thich! Néu khong ¢6 ngwdi
thich phdng tiing, trén doi tai sao c6 thé cd k¥ nit dau?”

Poan Mgc Dung Tu¢ nghi€m miit noi:

“Nguoi khic 1 ngwoi khéc, hi 6 noi thé gian toan nhitng ngudi nhur thé, chi i nuée chéy beo trdi? Ta khong cim ghét nguoi, nhung doi voi nhimg
chuyén ha huu, van Ia cam thu dén tan xuong tuy!”

Luu Van quét quét khde moi:

“Nguoi chan ghét 1a chuyén ctia nguoi, ta vui vé Ia chuyén cua ta. Nguoi 13 gi cta ta? Nguoi ¢6 tu cach gi noéi nguoi nhu vay? 1
Nang ndm 1én mot ménh ludi, cho 1én miéng cén cho ha da, mt mit oan han trirng mit nhin hin.

Tap Ngoc kéo tay 4o ctia nang;

“T6t lam, vira xubng da girong throng mia kiém. Im king chit, ngwoi khong phai thich nhét nghe chuyén xura sao? Han cong tir m6i vira ké va lim dién
0, muon nghe lién cam miéng cho ta.”

Luru Vén p tirc ngoan ngoén cim miéng, thanh kinh nhin Han Dy Trén, mong m6i héin ké chuyén. Han Dy Tran cuoi khy mdt tiéng, néi nho:

“V0 lAm 6 song cung, tam thé gia, tir son trang, ngii dai phai. Hom nay tu tap & Lom Tuyén , chi s¢ nhitng ngudi nay dén day khong it. Béu vung trom
tim cho tam t6i ma quan st tinh hinh.”

“Céi gi song cung son trang? Ping rdi, miy ngy trrde ddy cie ngwoi da néi mudn tim kiém quyét, ching 1§ dén bay gio con chura tim durgc?”

Luu Vén to md hoi, hoan toan quén mét cting Poan Moc Dung Tué sic mét khong thoai mai.

Han Dy Tran gat dau:

“Nguoi Ngoc Phong dén Lam Tuyén, trudc niit Lam Tuyén da giéng nhu trdng dong vach sit, néi vy hin cé thién dai ban s cling tron khong thoat
di, chi cho han 16 ra so ho, nhing ngudi d6 s€ cudp doat . Ma cai goi la song cung, chinh | Tay Phuong hirdng hac cung, ctng Bac Phuong ly hoa cung
Ngudi Ngoc Phong chinh a ngurdi ly hoa cung. Huéng hac cung do Hac cong tir chuong quan, Iy héa cung tur Tuyén gla chuong quan, déu 1 dia danh
than bi nguy hiém Binh thurong nguoi ¢ song cung s& khong di lai trén giang hd, nhung chi cin vira c6 dong, tat nhién nhic én i to séng. Song cung dia
vi & vo Am khong gi thay doi dugc.”

“Oa, nhur viy chém giét doat ngudi ta gl o, ching 18 khong so nguoi ly hoa cung tra thii?”

Luru Van nghe chuyén xura, dau nhap vao khong dugc.

Van trim méc, Poan Mdc Dung Tué bdng nhién hir mot tiéng, lanh nhat noi:

“Ngudi ly hoa cung loi hai, chi s¢ toan b vd lam khong cach ndo chong d5! Nay, mdi ngudi déu tinh thira dip loan cudp doat, Iy hoa cung nhét dinh tim
nguoi tra thi Do 1a dieu tat yeu, chi co the thoi.”

Luru Van cang mubn cing héin d6i nghich, ha mdm vira mudn phén béc, lai nghe Tap Ngoc noi:

“Poan Moc thé’ gia khong phéi mdt trong tam thé gia trong chén v& Am? Ciing song cung ndi danh, tao nghé phi pham, vi sao con mudn doat Thién
thanh kiém quyét?”

Poan Moc Dung Tué im king, trim ngim sau mdt lic iu méi noi:

“Vo hoc khong chimg mire, nguoi chan chinh bude vao cira, khat vong rat cao. MBbi ngudi déu 16i Thién thanh kiém quyét tuyét diéu, ngudi luyén vo tai
sao cd thé khong dong tAm. Bat ludn song cung hay tam thé gia, thdm chi Thi€éu Lam V3 DPang, d6i mit véi vo thudt tuyét hoc, ai cling khong nghi s&
budng tha .”

Hin vira ndi xong, da thdy mdt nguoi 4o tring di tdi, ghé vao tai héin n6i nhod vai cau. Poan Moc Dung Tué thin sic hoi dbi, thip giong noi:

“Pa biét, nguoi di xubng doi ménh.”

Hénbunglymoulén, uéngnf)tnglm mdi noi:



» Rimg Dong Giao, phat hién ngudi Ngoc Phong. Tin tire nay Hp tire tit ca moi ngudi s& biét, Han huynh, ta va nguoi di trrde tim hiéu tinh thé nhur thé
nao?”

Han Dy Tran cudi noi:

“Tir chdi thi bt kinh, nhung tai ha thét sur lo Fing bon Tur Ma ¢6 nwrong mdt minh & khéach san, ¢6 thé cing dong hanh?”

Poan Mgc Dung Tu¢ hoi khé cau may, lanh nhat noi:

“Khong sao ¢4, chi can dimg can trd i duoc.”

Luu Vén nhin hrng héin lm mit x4y, nhung c6 thé thiy tin mit vo Am giao tranh, ciing hung phén én. Tap Ngoc s dau ciia nang, n6i nho:

"Cén than, viéc nay khong t6t nhu ngwoi nghi dau."

Xe ngya tréng tuyét ctia Poan Moc thé gia da doi ¢ cira, tir bén ngoai nhin khong lon, nhung bén trong rat rong, c6 miy céi giuong dem, ¢ gilta con 1
mot tiéu an, trén mit bay nude tra cing diém tim. Tiéu Dong & phia trudc danh xe ngyra, theo ctra xe nhin ra ngoai, bong cay lac hr, xe ngyra chay nhur

bay, nhung nurde tra trong chén cur nhién mot chitt ciing khong ban tung tée , c6 thé thiy dugce xe ngua rét chi hoan my.

Tap Ngoc omNiém Huong tua vao vach xe nhim mét nghi ngoi, Liru Van nhin chim chiim ra ngoai cira s6, ba ngudi nay bd dang nhan nha, ciing tha
d0 khan trorong ctia Han Dy Tran cting Poan Mgc Dung Tu¢ hoan toan bat dong,

"Thanh hay bai, I trdn chién dém nay."
Poan Moc Dung Tué than nhién néi, cac ngon tay chuyén dong ham ¥ trong long van dang suy tinh. Han Dy Trén mim cudi:

"Boan Mgc huynh khong can khin trrong, ngudi d6 s& khong phai Tuyén Minh Huong, Ngud Ngoc Phong ly tuy ring loi hai, nhung ciing khong hin
toan nguoi nhur the."

Poan Méc Dung Tu¢ lanh nhat néi:

"Ta chi 14 lo Fing khéng ché khong dugc, nhd tay giét ngurdi."

Han Dy Tran thdy héin quét cuong nhu thé , 1ién khong néi thém gi, xoay qua chd khac ciing Liru Van xem tring .

Khong biét chay bao lau, Niém Huong cing Tap Ngoc cudn trong 1ong déu dang ngl, gi6 démpho phét, trong gi6 xen lan thanh am bat thurong, gidng
nhu tay docubn dong, giong nhu tiéng dap 14 rung. Poan Moc Dung Tug mit tram nhu nurde, mdt tay de 1én chudi kiém bén hong, ca ngudi déu cang
thing, 6 thé boc phét sat khi ddm nhét.

"Suu'" - mot ﬁéng vang nho, hinh nhu ¢c6 mdt sy can tro, Kkhién xe ngya dung lai noi vach da. Poan Mdc Dung Tué lanh nhat noi:

"That to gan! Cu nhién khiéu khich trude!"

Hén bo ra khoi xe, tha ngudi xubng, bong dang mau tréng nhay mét dung nhfp trong bong dém. Han Dy Trén kinh hai, ha mdm mudn goi hén, da thiy
ngoai clra xe, mAy ngudi méic 40 khoéc den con vién bac hurong dudi theo. Han gidt minh mot céi, im bam noi:

"Cur nhién dén day nhiéu nhu vay! Hay 1 da mudn x4c dinh than phan?"

Hén voi vang quay dau, ndi: "Tur Ma c6 mrong, Liru Van ¢b nurong, nhat dinh & lai bén trong xe ngyra khong nén cir dong! Tai ha di mot chit s& tr6 lail"
Vira dut loi, hén ciing Mp tirc nhay xuong xe. Tiéu Pong Ngoc Pai dot nhién ndm chit ddy cuong, xe ngyra dimg ¢ gitra duong. Luu Van vira so hai vira
hung phan, nhin ra ngoai tham do, da thay xung quanh mdt ménh bong cay [ac L, anh tring sang rd, khong bict khi nao thi bon ho da tién vao rirng Pong
Giao.

" C6 mrong, moi nguroi déng cira xe lai, khong cin nhin. Van nhét gip duoc nguy hiém gi, ta khong mudn déc toi cong tir."

Tiéu Dong Ngoc Da1 kleu cang ndi, glong n01 kia ctng chil han chét khong sa1 blet LLru Van quet quet khoe IID], khong cam long khong mubn dong clra

.....

Tap Ngoc nhe nhang vudt ve hai ma Niém Huong dang say ngi, n6i nho: " Luru Van, nghe 101 Ta va nguoi khong phai nguoi ¢ day, van 1 khong can gy
chuyén. Neu gap chuyén gi, chi biét thém phien phirc."

Luru Van vira mudn ndi chuyén, chot nghe ngoai cta s xe'Tot" mot tiéng, it ning bong nhién dau xat, & do vat g1 do xuyén qua ctra xe sat qua it
ban dén tir phia vach da! Nang nhat thoi cirng do, ha miéng khong phat ra dugc thanh amnao. Tap Ngoc mot tay lay nang kéo vao, lay khan tay sd vao

.

" Cam lai! Nguoi chay mau!"



Tép ngoc trAm giong ndi xong, mdt mit cti thip ngudi, co hd thiép di trén dém girdng. Luu Van run rdy dé lai khin tay, nhe giong noi:

"Ta...... Mat may hbc hac r6i?"
Tép ngoc lic dau:

"Chi Ia mdt vét thurong rét nh6, boi chilt thubc trong vong 3 ngay fién khoi hén. Ngwoi khong nén cir dong ciing dimg noi chuyén! Xemra k c6 ngwoi
muon dem bure chung ta dira!"

Giong noi kinh hoang ctia Tiéu Pong Ngoc Dai truyén dén:
"Hai vj ¢6 nuong can than! C6 nguoi dén day!"

Hin vira dut 1i, chot nghe ngoai xe mot loat thanh 4m "Tét tt"vang Ién, trong e d6 lai c6 vo sb phi tiéu phong tdi, ¢b ¥ danh vao ctra xe, 40 do danh
vao thanh xe. Luu Van so t6i mirc khong néi duoc gi, Tap Ngoc"Chac" mit tiéng, lanh ing ndi:

"La ép chiing ta di ra ngoai!Luru Van | Mo cira! Sau khi ra ngoai dimng quay dau, chi chay vé dang trudc! Hiéu chura?”
Luru Van cyc ky so i, lai cam thiy thue kich thich, nang voi la én: "Vay ngwoi ciing Niém Huong, . . . . . "

"Chiing ta tach ra chay! M¢ ctra nhanh!"

Luu Van lap tirc khong do du nita, mit cude da ving cra xe, bo ra chay nhu dién, toan loan. Tiéng bude chan ctia Tap Ngoc cach nang ngiy cang xa,
tieng phi tiéu van ngimg. Luu Van khong ddm quay dau, thang phia trude ma chay. Nang thé, doi nay cling chura chay nhanh qua nhu viy, ngudi 4o den
cap toc dang dudi phia sau

Trong mdt cai nhay mét, Luru Van thira nhan, giang hd, cin ban khong tdt dep nhur nang tudng trong.
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Chuwong 11

Luru Van khong biét minh chay bao lau, ni cho dén ning cam thiy ngue co hd mudn nd tung 1én, m6i dimg lai, chdng tay vao mot thén cay thé déc.

Nang thi thao n6i, nhin chung quanh mdt ci, chi c6 bong cdy ic lu, trong rimg cay ménh t6i den bao trtm, anh tréing khong bit tir khi ndo da bj tang
may che di, gié dém gao thét, nang chi cam thay xung quanh u &m, khdng khoi ring minh.

“Tap Ngoc!”

LAy thém can dam, ning bit dau 16n tiéng goi tén Tap Negoc:

“Niém Huong! Tap Ngoc! Cac nguoi & dau?”

Kéu nira ngay, khong co mot tiéng tra 1oi.

Luu Van kéo nhanh ¢d 40, chi cam thiy gi4 lanh thiu xurong, Khong biét ¢6 phai do tim Iy hay khong, nang cam thiy xung quanh c6 nhiéu béng nguoi
mau den, ndp & phia sau cdy trong bui co, tim thoi co nhao 1én bat nang,

“Ta...... Ta khong so! Khong phai nit nhin nhat gan!”

Luru Van mién cudng an i chinh minh, cét budc di, vira di vira nhin bén phia. Tir canh cay phia trén dau mdt hinh bong mau den hwét qua, tia chép danh
trén cao, Luru VAn so toi mirc séc mit tréing béch, ngay ca strc dé kéu ciing khong c6, so run nira ngay mdi kip phat hién ra d6 1 Da kiéu ( con chim Da
Kiéu). Péng gidn, bon chiing hit néng ca ngudi md hoi lanh toét rdi!

Trude miit bong nhién lai i mot hinh bong nmiu den xet qua, nhanh dén khong thé thiy 16, Luru Van wira dinh ni trong rimg cdy Da Kiéu sao lai nhiéu
nhur vay, sau g dot nhién cing thing, roi nhur bi ai bit & sau ¢6. Nang kinh hii, trong e nhét thoi ngay ca gilly dua déu da quén, chi cam thiy trude
mét dot nhién hién 1n mdt bong hoa, than thé gidng nhur miy bay gié luon, 1p tire da thiy & trén cay.

“A 12
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Luu Van hét 4m 1ém

Nang bit dau ding ca tay chén, liéu mang tdng tranh duoc ngwdi no , ning khong thé nhin thiy ngudi bét nang, chi nhé dén e Ling Khong bét theo,
giong mot ban tay khi€u dam cham vao.

Dot nhién trén ¢b chot lanh, ngudi ng ké kiémvao ¢ nang;
“Khong duogc kéu, cammiéng cho ta.”

Lang ling n6i mot cau, Liru Van lp tire im lng, ¢b hong nhur mubn dirt ra. Ngudi no ndm eo ctia nang, than thé tung Ién, nhay tdi ngon cay, viing vang
dung canh cay cao nhat.

Luru Vén chi cam théy minh dang bay én, nang can ban khong dam nhin xudng, chi sg nhanh ciy bdng nhién bi dirt, nang nhat dinh & nga chét! Aingd
nguding cam ly that ung clia nang, dem nang theo, nhung lai giong nhur tinh dem nang tir ngon cay bo xuong! Luu Van trc ché kéu 16n Ién, hai chan

loan xa, nudc mit theo ban nang trao ra.

“Cém miéng cho ta! Hién tai c6 my diéu mudn hoi nguoi, ngoan ngodn tra 1i ta khong s& dem nguoi dy xudng! Néu c6 mot cau i ndi doi, nhét dinh
iy hoai khudn mit xinh dep nay!”

Nguoi no ndi giong doc ac, nghe thanh Am rd rang la nam tir tré, tai sao lai doc ac nhur thé 2!

Luru Van tir tir nhim miéit lai, tho' ciing khong déam thd manh, nang ngay ca diing khi tirc gidn ciing mét, rung giong ndi:
“Nguoi. . . .. . Ngwoi mubn hoi didu gi?”

Nguoino triimngémsau mit e 1Au, mbi nodi:

“Nguoi cing Tu Ma Tap Ngoc két ban bao 1u? Tén Niém Huong kia & bén nang ta tir lic no?”

Luru Van thit sy khong thé tudng duoc hin s& hoi van dé nhur vdy, simg sdt nira ngdy moi thi thio noi:

“Ta...... Ta cing Tap Ngoc quen biét & Diéu Hong phudng, dén nay 14 ba thang, Niém huong, . . . . . Khong phai tuéng cong cuia nang ta sao? Bon
ho ludn & cung nhau ma.”

Nguoing lanh nhat noi:
“Céi gl tudng cong! Bon ho c6 hon udc ctia cha me hai bén sao? Niém Huong ciing Tu Ma Tép Neoc quen biét thé nao?”
Luru Van cang cam thdy ky quéi:

“Bon ho ¢6 hon ude cha me hay khong, ta im sao ma biét? Tap Ngoc cho dén bay gior khong co ké chuyén nang cting Niém Hurong véi ta. Nguoi. . . .
.. Muodn lam cai gi? Bon ho choc vao nguoi sao?”

“Khong lién quan chuyén ctia ngwoi.”
Mot céau lanh nhu bang

“Ai cho nguoi hoi ta?”

Luu Van lim bm néi:

“Nguoi néu thich Tép Negoc. . . . ... C6 thé quang minh chinh dai ciing ning n6i, im c4i gi lai ding thii doan ndy. . . . . . Ta mdt it vO cong ciing khong co,
uy hiép ta cam thay rat vui sao?”

“Lamcan!”

Nguding gién dit, dem nang dua t6i trude, trong tay néi long, Luru Van chi cam thiy ca ngudi truot xudng dudi méy tic, khong khoi khi hii, ciing
khong biet khi luc tir dau dén, bat dugc canh tay nguoi kia, 1ap tirc 6m chét lay, néi céi gi cling khong ndi long tay.

“Thét | nit nhan khong biét séng chét!”
Neudino cudi lanh mot tiéng, rit kiém dinh chit dat thit lung nang. Luru Van tirc gidn, lanh king n6i:

“Nguoi tu tién bt ta, tu tién hoi chuyén ta, hién lai mﬁn tur ti€n giét ta! Nguoi co phai nam nhan khong? ! Trén giang hd nam tr déu ]éy Kkhi dé nit nhan
troi ga khong chat lam vui sao? ! That I3 c6 chuyén dé tan gau!”



Ngudi no cudi khé mot tiéng, cham rii noi:
» Mot k§ nit lai mubn cing ta n6i quy cii giang hd! Ta chi mudn nguroi tra 16 vin dé cua ta, ngwoi lai cho ta can qudy, 1 c6 y gi?”
Luu Van duge chuy, vdi la n:

“Ngwoi hi ta chuyén Tap Ngoc lim gi? ! Néi cho nguoi biét, cho du ta biét ciing khdng n6i cho ngwroi biét! Nguoi néu dbi véi nang c6 mdt chi y m
nang bi thuong, ta. . . . . . Ta...... Ta s&€ khong bo qua nguoi!Hur, Niém Huong cling 3!

» Ngudi nhur nguoi sao? Nguoi tinh nhur thé ndo khong bo qua cho ta?”

Nguding khinh thuong cudi, tay lai ndi long, Luu Van khong kéu duoc ﬁéng ndo, nudc mit trao ra, han noi:

“Ta...... Ta ghét nguoi! Néu ta chét, thanh quy ciing mudn tra thi nguoil”

Nang wira dut 104, chot nghe mot tiéng xé. That lung cta nang! Thét lung ciia nang bi chat dut! Lu Van hoang so hé miéng mu6n goi, nhung na con dau
quén du6i bung lam nang khong thé 1n6i.Ta o phén phit bay, boi vi dai lung bi durt, 4o ngoai cuia nang giong nhur d6i canh con budm tung ra. Luru Véan

g0 pht nay cho con cam thiy so héi, sdp ngat di trong nhay mét, rdi lai cam thiy gidng nhur co nguoi ding strc 6m ly eo clia nang, dem nang vimg
vang nam lai.

Luru Van ding hét tinh hye toan than, ngang dAu nhin nguoi no. Sao Kim sang lp lnh, roi lén mot bong dang quen thude. Xiémy trang tuyét, day budc
toc mau bac,kh& mim mdi mdi, dnh m¥it lang Ring trong tréo.Luru Van bimg tinh, mo hd goi tén ngudi kia, nhung trurde it toi sam, 16t cuc hoan toan hon
mé bt tinh.

Ban dang doc truyén Thirong Hoa Tiéc Ngoc dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.

Tai mién phi nhiéu truyén hon & Ebook Full.Net.

Chuong 12

Niém Huong cdi gi cling khong nghe théy, céi gi ciing khong nhin thay Trude mit hén chi co  Tap Ngoc va méau, dang chdm ri chay ra. By khong phai
11 gia ddi, nang chay mau, d6 mAu nghiia d mudn chét. Nang da chét, ddi voi minh ma noi, diéu d6 nhur thé ndo. . . . . . ?

Trong mot cai nhdy mét, Niém Huong cam thiy troi dat déu sup d6 . Tap Ngoc s& chét, Tap Ngoc mudn chét, c4i dau qgéc ctia hén khong thé ndo Iy
giai hai cau ny. Han chua timg thong han sy ngu dai nhu vay, cling chua timg rung dong nhu vAy. Cam gide kia, tht giong cam giac Tap Ngoc noi cho
hén vy, han van tin chac d6 1a sur that, nhung mi c6 mot ngdy lai dot nhién phat giéc tat ca suy nghi, tat ca so hitu cta hén déu thay doi. Han van tin
tudng, hin van cam thay dén chét cling s&€ khong thay doi, nhung ma cé cai gi d6 dang bién dong, hon nita con dang tim cach thoat ra.

“Tiéu cung chia! Moi theo chiing ta trd v8! Chiing ta da tim kiém ngai nira ndm rdi, cung chit déu vi ngai lo ing!”

Hic y nhan voi vang ndi, hin 1 ngudi dan dau, thanh 4m nghe rat tram thap. Han n6i lién tuc nhidu lan, Niém Hurong mdt chit phan (mg déu khong ¢,
chi ngo ngac nhin mau trén ngudi Tap Ngoc.

Cb ghi di cting ¢ gi d6 khong nhin duoc, nang king 18 giat gidt khoe miéng, n6i khé v6i nam tir do den dung dau:

“Hin thét 14 tiéu cung chii? Cn ban khong can dé y trén dudi! Bat ép hin mang di?”

Nam ttr n6i nho:

“Cémmdm! Huong hurong!”

Huong Huong vira m6i tudi tron mudi sau, nguoi tré tudi, nang lai chura thiy qué tiéu cung chu, chi nhan duoc Iénh di tim ngudi, chay nguoc chay xudi
nira ndm, cubdi cling gap mot ngde tr trrdc nit, lai khong chiu di cing moi ngudi?! Nghi dén day, nang nhin khong duoc nging dau nhin Niém Huong,
16ng méay hin c6 nét gidng cung chiy, nhung anh mét ciing vé it 1 rang i i ké ngu thdi! Mot ngbe tir con cung kinh moi vé, tryc tiép mang di la
dugc!

Nghii @n ddy, nang dtmg lén. Truc tiép mang di! Nhur vay nang lap cong rdi! Nang 1 t tay dem tiéu cung chii mang vé! Ln d4u tién im nhiém vu lién

A cong, cung chi nhéit dinh s& khich I ctia nang! Truong Bo thiy nang ty tién dimg lén khong hé 1€ nghi, khong khdi gian di, hi mbm dang mudn trédch
ctt, lai ca kinh thay nang tryc tiép di vé hudng Niém Huong, ra tay lai muon bat nguoi!
'?3

“Ngu ngbe! Mau dimg tay!

Hién rdt cuc cao giong kéu Ién, tay 4o vung lén:
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“May ngudi cic nguroi nhanh ngin can!”
Mot vai hic y nhén khac déu vot toi, ai ngd vira 01 gan Niém Hurong ba thude, lai cam thiy trde it c6 mbt birc tuwong vo hinh, Bp tirc ca dam déu
khong thé bude ! Truong Ko hoang hét, quy xubng cao giong ndi:

122

“Tiéu cung chi1 b6t gidn!
Huong Huong da bét duoc canh tay Niém Huong, nang hon nhién khong biét chuyén gi xay ra, con quay dau cudi noi:
“Truéng ko ngwoi that sy 1 hd d6! Niguoi xem, ngudi khong phai d bat duoc sao?”

Vira dirt i, chot théy long ban tay chan dong, mdt khi e khong 16 theo gan mach di vao, Bp tirc chan khi Ip tirc hdn loan, néng khong chiu nbi, sac
it kh€ bién sac, khdée miéng chdy ra mau .

Huong Huong hoang so quay dAu, da thdy Niém Huong kinh ngac nhin minh, déy niit 1 mot ménh dang so hu khong, vé mit kia tuy ring van ngdc
nghéch, nhung khong tai sao, nhin qua lai vo cung quy di.

Nang kéu nho mot tiéng, ap tirc muén bo ra hin, ai ngd canh tay ciia hin qua thure tra nhur dinh vao tay nang, bat luan ding hre thé nao ciing khong bo
ra dugc! Huong Hurong cam thiy so héi, chén khi trong co thé bi hin danh sau déu tan loan, nang ngay ca ciing dimg khong yén, con nhur véy. . . . . .
Nang murdi sau nam cong e bi phé hong roi! Niém Hurong chi cam thiy nguc vat gi 6 cudn trao, do 1 thir xa la, ching chay nhu dién loan, theo huyét
mach Ién vao, trit d ngue, cho dgimara :

“Tap Ngoc. . . . .. A ... Tap Ngoc. . . . .. ”

Hitr

“060...... Trudng lo! Ngwoi gat nguoi! Tiéucung chi bén. . . . .. Ai n6i tiéu cung chi héin luyén cong thu hoa nhdp ma? ! Ta thiéu chit nita da bi
giét! Ngwoi gat nguoi. . . . . . 066...... Nguoi gat nguoil”

Truéng ko bat déc di dem thube giai ném qua :
“Tiéu cung chi! Nang s& khong chét ! Ngai. . . . . . Ngai an tim! Pem thubc giai boi Ién vét thuong, khong qua ba ngiy nang s& khoil”
Hin quay d4u lai trimg mit liéc Huong Huong dang khoc:

“Cammiéng nha dau chét tiét kia! Déu 14 chinh ngwroi choc vao phién toai! Ngudi ki ai ha? ! Ha ¢6 thé cho phép tiéu nha dau nhu nguoi ¢ trude niit
ngudi lam can!”
Hurong Hirong bi ndi thuong, tinh than ué oai, nhung van ¢b tinh d4u v mdm, manh miéng n6i:

“Ngwoi khong n6i héin 1 ké ngu! Nguoi khong néi cong hue ctia héin van con! Nguoi i khong néi bén canh hdn con c6 mot nit! Nguoi. . . . . . Ngwoi déu
khong n6i cho ta biét! Sang mai ta dén tim cha ta! Néi ngwoi khi dé ta!”

Nang n6i thé, & rang I tiéu nit nhi dang lam ning, khuon mit lai khong thuan theo.

Truong o hit mot tiéng, xé khén bit mét xudng, da thay hin dau day toc den, mét may tuén ing, lai 1 thanh nién anh tuAn nam tir. Han nim tay Hurong
Huong Ién, dem chén khi ctia chinh minh chita thirong cho nang, mdt mét ndi nho:

“Vé sau khong duoc 16 miing nhur vira rdi? Ciing khéng nhin mot chit d6i phwong I ai ctr nhur vay tién Ién, ngwoi phéi ¢ chin mang moi c6 thé song dén
bay gio. Trd vé ta s& ndi véi cha ngwroi, 1in sau con nhur véy, dimg hy vong ta mang nguroi theo!”

Bén ndy hai ngurdi ¢ cai nhau, bén kia Ni¢gm Hurong 6m Tap Ngoc khdc to, hién nhién héin cing khong biét cai binh bén chén minh i thudc gidi, hén cing
khong hi€u cai gi goi 1a khéi han, du sao hian mdt long nhan dinh Tap Ngoc s& chét, khdc dén toi tam it mili.

Truong 1o ha tay Huong Huong xubng, nhin lai bd dang Niém Hurong nhur the suy nghi hom nay tit khong thé dan hén di roi. Bon ho tir trén nii xudng,,
theo nam d4o bic, trin troc timnira nam, rot cyc & Lam Tuyen tim duoc i tiéu cung chu, aingd b dang hén thay d6i hoan toan, bén ngudi con thémnix
t...... Bit ludn nang 14 ai, ciing khong nén tiép can tiéu cung chii . Nhung nang liéu mang nhur thé bao vé hin, nang bi thurong tiéu cung chu lai thurong
tam nhu thé, tam thoi bat luan hin bay gio van ngu dai vi tAu hoa nhdp ma, chi nhin mdt cach don thuAn hin méi vira ri tirc gian, bon ho ciling khong
cach nao doi phé.

“Clni‘ng ta it 44, du sao ngudi da tim duoc 1Oi, khong voi nhit. .. ... Cho tiéu cung chi vuot qua téng kia ctra &i kho khan, thin trf khoi phuc, chuyén
tré vé ndi saw.”



Truodng lFo thap giong nbi xong, phat phat tay, vai Hac y nhan lp tirc tréo lén ngon cay, han xoay ngudi dem Minh huong trén hrng, nhin Niém Hirong
not:

“Tiéu cung chi, ngai yén tim. Chiing ta s& bao vé ngai , hi vong ngai sém gy tu thanh than cong, vién mén trd vé. Cung chi, dai cung chi con ¢6 nhi
cung chi déu ¢ chongaitrd ve. . . . . . ”

Hén ndi xong, thy Niém Huong cin ban khong nghe, chi biét 6m nang kia khoc, ciing chi Bic dau thé' dai, cdng Huong Huong tréo 1én ngon cdy, vai
tiéng phat tay 40, doan ngudi nhanh chong roi khoi rimg,

“Tap Negoc khong thé chét dwoc, Tap Ngoc khong duoc chét!”

Niém Huong van khéc, ,miéng chi n6i c6 hai cau Iam Tap Ngoc cl}o dubi danh thudc mé, ciing bi hén danh thirc. Nang hoi ddng mdt chit, rén ri mot
tiéng, chdm rai md to mat, c{) chit mo 4o nhin Niém Huong hai mat dém Ie, h{én nhién khong k1p phén ung 1 phu trude kia noi cang la mé dugce loi hai
cang kho ngri. Nguoi am hiéu sir dung mé dugc trong chon vo 1am ¢6 rat nhiéu, nhung c6 thé phdi ra loai mé duge loi hai ndy, udc chimg cling chinh [a
hai ba ngui, ot cude Ia ai ? Nhitng ngudi do. .. Bon ho vi sao d6t nhién di? Bon ho ctng Niém Huong néi gi?

Nang quay dau nhin Niém Huong, hin ngdi xom trén 6, trén mit virad dang thurong vira 4y nay, phét giac nang dang nhin minh, hin xoay dau di, khong
dam nhin nang,

Tép ngoc mim cudi, dot nhién cam gide vét thiong ciing khong con dau. Nang di t6i, tir phia sau 6m chit Ay Niém Huong, dem niit ghé vao cd hin, on
nhu néi:

“Ta biét, ngwoi dang & ddy bao vé ta, nguoi dang & day throng tim ta! Niém Huong, ta khong sao , nguoi xem, ta khong phai ¢6 thé ndi chuyén sao?
Ta s& khong chét .”

Niém Hurong cim tay nang, lam bam, khong biét nbi cai | gi do. Tap Hgoc 6m thit chiic han, trong long cam khd vo han, chay bao nhiéu miu, bao nhicu
da throng, nang can ban la khong nght ti, du sao, chi can c6 thé nhu vay 6m that chit héin, nang céi gi ciing khong can nita. Han liéu mang di cling nang,
miic ké nguoi khac néi nhur thé ndo, nang chi can han,

Giong ndi ctia Han Dy Tran tir xa truyén t6i:

“Tu Ma c6 nuong! Ni€m huong huynh! Luu Van ¢6 nuong! Cac nguoi & dau?”

Tap Negoc b1 thuong that sy khong con khl hue hét to, léy ra mdt vién Thiét dan chdu nhe nhang ném n cay, canh Ia nhét thoi phét ra thanh am a, chi
choc 1at, tieng budc chan ctia Han Dy Tran truyén toi.

“Tu Ma c6 nuong! Ni€ém Huong huynh!”

Hin voi vang kéu Ién, vira thiy Tap Ngoc bi throng, khong khoi qua so hii, chay nhanh t6i, néim canh tay ctia ning gio én xem ¢6 bi throng khong,
Phia sau Poan Mdc Dung Tu¢ di t6i ndi nho:

“Han huynh, khong I8 nghiia. Xin can than.”

Han Dy Tran giat minh, nhanh budng tay Tap Ngoc, cudi In noi : “Dang i, tinh thé cip bach cu nhién da quén. Tu Ma ¢6 nurong ché trach.”

Téap Ngoc lic Fic dau:
“Ta khong sao, & day c6 mt cai chai khong biét c6 phai thude gii. .. . . . . . C6 & 1a nhimg hic y nhén kia hru lai .”

Han Dy Trén voi vang dem cai chai cam én mo ra ngiri, cuoi noi:
“That I, day 1 thudc gia mé duoc, ciing 1 kim sang duoc vo cing tot. Tu Ma ¢d nuong, cac nguoi gip Hic y nhan?”
Tép ngoc gat dau:

“Nhung ta tring thude mé ngét di, khong biét,bc_)n ho khi ndo thi di . Cac nguoi co nhan ra bon ho khong? Chéing & bon ho chinh 1 nguoi Ngoc Phong?
Trén nguoi bon ho c6 Thién Thanh kiem quyet?”

Poan Moc Dung Tu¢ cing Han Dy Trén déu trAm miic, sau mdt lic 1Ay, Han Dy Trn méi ndi nho:

Tap ngoc bdng nhién gidt minh, nhin xung quanh mdt chit, voi la lén:

“Luru Van dau? | Céc ngwoi khong tim duoc nang? 1”



Han Dy Tran ¢6 hoi kinh hai:

“Nhéc t6i, ching 18 Luu Vén ¢ nurong khong cing cac ngiroi cling mot chd?”

Téap Ngoc rdi tung, bt chp vét thurong trén ngudi, gitp Niém Huong dimg lén:

"’

“Nang vd cong khong biét! Mot nix tir yéu dudi lac dudng van nhét trong ddy 1& gip nguy hiém . . . . . Khong duoc! Ta mudn di tim nang!

Nang moi vira di vao bude, da thdy hoa mit, bt dic di quy xudng, Niém Huong chay nhanh d& Iy nang, Tap Ngoc 4m tham cin ring, mé duoc that
mang khong dé nang di!

Van tram mic Poan Moc Dung Tué bdng nhién ni nho:

“Khong can phai g,ﬁp gap, ta lap tirc co thé tim duoc. Trén ngudi nang ¢4 thién hurong thiycta Boan Moc thé gia, chi can tha ong dan dudng, khong can
nira khac 1a ¢ thé tim duoc. Tu Ma c6 nuwong khong can sot rudt.”

N6i xong, hén tir trong long nguc Ay ra mdt cai hop nhd, mo ra, da thdy mdt con ong tring to bang ngon tay cai bay ra, bay quanh Poan Moc Dung Tué
mot vong, nira diém ciing khong 1éch khéi quy dao.

Tap Ngoc ngac nhién noi:
“Luru Van trén ngudi tai sao ¢ thé c6 Poan Moc thé giathién thiy huong? Ta chira bao gio biét. . . . . .

Néng con mudn hoi, nhung thiy Poan Moc Dung Tué sic mit lanh xubng, day mit con c6 mot ti xau hd, lai khong ndi nita. Luru Van khi ndo cing khéi
bang nay co bi mat? Nang that su [a khong hieu.

Ong dén duong bay ra, bay ba vong quanh mjt chd, rdi théing huréng dong bay di. Bon ngwdi di theo ong mét, di chura t6i mot khéic, da thiy mot cdy co
thy trude mit, bay vong quanh than cy. Tap Ngoc ngira dau nhin Ién cdy, chi cam thay cao khong the cham 61, thn cdy it nhat ba nguoi m6i 6m het.
Luu Van tai sao lai & cho nay?

Dang nghi t6i do, chot nghe tir canh cay trén dinh dAu dau truyen dén mot tiéng rén ri, thanh &mkia 13 rang la Luu Van! Tap ngoc ca mimg, chay nhanh
ngAng dau, da thiy nang ndm 6 chac cy , quan 4o trén nguoi hdn don, con phit mdt tim 4o choang miu tring, dang so I3, nang laingu ! Pang so'hon I,
tay chn ctia nang déu dura ra ngoai, chi khong c4n than xoay ngurdi mdt c4i, nang s& tir canh cy cao cao ngdl xubng!

Nang rot cude 1 lam sao 1én d6?! Tap Ngoc khong kip nghi vin dé nay, nang di qua Niém Huong, tinh tréo cay dem ngudi xudng. Han Dy Tran chay
nhanh ngén lai nang;

“Tur M3 ¢6 nurong bi thuong, khong thé cir dong, Pumg tréo én!”

C6 I& giong ndi phia dudi im kinh dong Liru Van, nang hir mt tiéng, mo 40 mo mit ra, trong miéng thi thao noi:

N6i xong, tay nang lién hudng bén canh s, vira so soang thiy khoang khong, nang hoang s trimg to mit, mGi phat gidc minh dang ndm trén cay!

13 A ! 2

Nang hét am lem.

Bon ngudi khong kip phan tmg, chi ¢6 thé tro it nhin nang xoay ngudi mot cai, tir cdy kin Xqéng dudi! Han Dy Tran kinh hai, bude Ien, muén om
nang, ai ngd' con c6 nguoi nhanh hon, bong dang mau trang nhu dién, bay 1én, nhe nhang 6m lay Luu Vén, con thuén tay nam lay 4o choang mau trang
che trén ngurdi nang .

Luu Vén hoang hon, tron tron cap miit. Poan Moc Dung Tué hir mjt tiéng, budng tay bo nangra, giong nhur quang quan 4o ban, Liru Van chin mém
nhiin, ngdi trén dat, hinh nhur vira nhé ra gi d6. Nang liéc nhin Poan Moc Dung Tug, hi mdm mudn n6i cai i, lai ndi khong duroc.

Poan Moc Dung Tu¢ mim cudi, nu cudi kia lanh nhu bang , lai 4c y tréu dua nang:
“Luru Van ¢6 nurong qua nhién that hing hai, trdi lanh quin o khong chinh & & trén cay. Khong biét dua t6i bao nhiéu cudng phong loan diép?”

Lp'u Van cti diu nhin’dai lung bi hdng, 40 khoac hoan toan md ra, 1§ ra 4o nguc h6ng nhat, nang khong khéi dai xAu hd, mit d6 kén ding suc nim chit
¢0 40, oan han nhin han:

Poan Moc Dung Tué Nhat mit vo t0i nhin ning, gidng nhu dang hoi nang: ta im gi ?

Luu Van nhay dung Ién, chi vao it hin, dang dinhmingto dﬁyéc khi, ai ngd ha mdm ra lai ht xi, lic nay cémthéylanhnhu béang théiuxuong, nhin



khong duoc lién phét run.

Tép ngoc di t6i dem 4o choang triim Ién vai nang, s& s& dAu clia nang, n6i nho:

“Khong c6 viée gi 1 tdt rdi, dé cho ta lo Fing gin chét. V& khach diém trude, ¢6 viée nbi sau. Coi chimg bi lanh.”
Ban dang doc truyén Thurong Hoa Tiéc Ngoc dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull. Net.
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Chuong 13

Khéch diém sém da tré nén hdn loan, khip noi vii im nhén siude chimg déu c6 duoc mat bao, déu tién dén rimg Dong Giao, cau may mén théng duoc
ngudi Ngoc Phong ly, doat duoc Thién thanh kiém quyét, ciing c6 ké khon khéo, nhin thdy Poan Moc Dung Tué trd v&, cang tai, nin thd nghe bon hin
16t cude dang ndi céi gl

“Trude mét khach san nhiéu ngudi nhidu miéng, Poan Moc huynh, ching ta hay i & cting mdt phong tro.”

Han Dy Tran biét r& chuyén & Pong Giao in ndy khong thé tiét 16, néu khéng moi ngudi con tuéng B bon ho ¢6 mang vé bao dién, nhur vay chi dua toi
phién toai khdng tha vi gi.

Poan Moc Dung Tué nhin rdt qua toan bd ngudi, mim cudi hir mot ﬁéng, di thflng 1én Ay, mot miit phan phé Ngoc bai:

” Coi trong rdi, liu hai da dwoc Poan Moc Dung Tué bao hét, néu cos ké lidu xong vao, khong dugce khach khi, Bp tirc dubi di”

Ngoc Dai thong minh dap mot tiéng, 6Gmboc quan 40, di Ién trén cau thang ngdi Xuong Dirng nhin nguoi ta la tiéu ttr nho, ciing khudn niit ngao khi tinh
quéi gibng hét ch ciia hin. Moi ngudi gip tinh hudng ndy, ciing khong dam huru lai, bat dic phai lui

”” Hirm, khong sao chiu L. ....

Luu Van liéc’nﬁt, nho g@ong noi ﬂ]ﬁmnﬁt,céu, ai ngo Doan Moc Dung Tu¢ 16 tai ugﬁrc chirng so véi céu con linh ho’n, quay dau nh]n nz‘mg’rrf)t cai. Luu
Vén trimg nyt nhin lai han, da thay anh mat cta hén 6 chit nheo lai, cang chira nhiéu dua cot. Nang theo anh mit cta han cti dau, da thay bo nguc
minh khong biet khi nao mo ra, 4o choang khodc trén nguroi tudt xuong phan nira. Nang lai bi nguoi nay dung anh mt phi Ié 161!

Luu Van then qua thanh gian, ha mdm vira mudn dem chuyén hin & rimg Dong Giao birc bach minh ra ndi, ai ngd Tap Ngoc bét duoc ¢b tay clia nang,
thap giong noi:

“Luru Van, trude dimg hm ron. Chuyén xay ra véi Niém Huong . . . . . Du thé ndo, ta khong sao hiéu dugc!”

Luu Vén chi cam thiy c6 tay bi nang dau, khong khoi c6 chit hoang so, girong miét thin séc nghiém tiic ctia nang, tir khi quen biét to1 nay, Tap Ngoc
luon than nhién, c6 chit khong dé y, cho du tirc gidn hodc oan trach, ciing chira bao gio giong hién tai chuyén chi nhur vay. Loi ndi dén bén miéng, lai
phai nudt xudng. Mudn hay khong noi cling khong thé cho nang bict, thue, Boan Moc Dung Tué ¢ cay quat trong rimg cling da hoi vé chuyén Niém
Huong? Ni€m Huong ngudi ndy, 1a con céi gi kinh thién ddng dia ma ho khong thé biét?

Han Dy Tran cing Poan Moc Dung Tué tr‘ém e c6 chit ky la, vao phong, nam ngudi vay quanh cai ban ngdi, nhat thoi ai ciing khong biét sao mo
miéng, Luu Van girong mat nhin cai ndy, roi nhin lai cai kia, rot cuc nhin khong duoc néi:

2

“Caivige. . . . .. Cay quat trongrumg. . . . . .
“Tu Ma c6 nuong, ”

Han Dy Tran d6t nhién cit 1 nang, nhe giong noi:

“Tai ha béi vi timg ¢6 10i thé trong ngudi, boi vay khong thé dem chuyén cho nguroi biét. Nhung, ta thira nhan, méy nguoi mic 40 khodc den that
nguoi Ngoc Phong ly hoa cung.”

Tap Ngoc hit mt hoi, chAm rai ngéng dAu, kinh ngac nhin vé mét mo mit ctia Niém Huong. Hén van nhur ¢fi, ngo ngic, giéng dira tré ba tudi. Nang

khong phai khong nghi t6i thn thé Niém Huong, ciing timg tw n6i voi minh, méic ké hin Ia ngudi ndo, minh ciing khéng can. Nhung, chuyén da dén nurée
y, nang van khong sao hiéu dugc.

Ngoc phong Iy hoa cung. Nghe qua xa lal N6 fa cdi ngudi séng gid giang hd ciing duoc, I thanh dia ma dao ciing duoc, gap Hic y nhén ciing khong
sao, nhirng chuyén nay cd thé bo qua. Nhung mot khi né dinh dang dén Ni¢ém Hurong, nang lai khong thé lam ngo. Niém Huong cia nang, . . . . .

2

“N6i nhu vy, Niém Huong 1a ngudi Ngoc phongly. . . . . .
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Nang thi thao ndi xong, dot nhién hiéu durgc tai sao minh cam thiy mau 4o khoéc den va miu 1ong mao kia quen nhur thé. Lic Niém Hurong té xiu tai hdu
vién, trén nguoi cling mic nhu the. Bdi vi quan 4o da hoan toan rach murdp, vét mau loang 16, cho nén quan gia da som mang di thiéu, s¢ chira bénh gi

“Ngwoi da biét .”
Han Dy Tran cudi cuoi,

“Noi vay Tu Ma c6 nuong bi thirong 1 vi cing ngurdi Ngoc phong ly xay ra xung dot. Bon ho wde chimg tim da nira nam, Niém Huong huynh than phan
lai ton quy, khong hé tam thuong, Ky thét, tai ha cling 1a bi Ngoc Phong ly dai cung chii nhd va, tim kiém khap noi tung tich Niém Huong huynh.”

Poan Moc Dung Tué bdng nhién lanh ling n6i:

“MOot khi da nhur vay, ta hiéu rdi. Thién thanh kiém quyét ciin ban khong c6 xuit hién & Lam Tuyén, dung khong? C6 ngudi nhin thy ngudi Negoc phong
xuat hién & Lam Tuyén, ky that chi Ia t61 tim nguoi.”

Han Dy Tran cuoi khd mdt tiéng:
“Poan Mdc huynh qua nhién thong té. . . . . . ”

“Nguoi thit to gan, dén gior phut ndy moi thira nhan. Nguoi da sém biét Thién thanh kiém quyét khong & Lam Tuyén, vi sao khong n6i cho ta biét trudc?
Van 1 ni, ngwoi liéu dinh loi dung ta, nhan co hoi ciing Ngoc phong ly danh phi dau?”

Poan Moc Dung Tué sic mét cang thém lanh nhur bang, thanh 4m lai trdm thip. Luu Van thiy hin day nit sat khi hién lén, khong khoi ring minh mdt
cai. Pay la lam sao vay? Mot cai hai cai déu dang dang sat khi, ltic trwoc hai ngudi khong phai con noi cudi vui vé sao?

Han Dy Tran dimg day trude Doan Moc Dung Tué cung kinh véi lay, trim giong noi:

“Tai ha déc t0i, thuc khong dém gidu giém. Nhung Poan Moc huynh thong minh hon ngudi, hé lai khong nhin thiy bi mt d6? Cay quat trong rimg, thodt
bao dua tien, Poan Mgc huynh thit 1a ¢ diém phuc.”

Poan Moc Dung Tué vé mit bién sic, nhung xen an tirc gidn con mdt chit xau ho. Hin cur nhién khong ni chuyén.

Han Dy Tran 4nh mét cuoi dai dao qua 4o choang mau tring trén nguoi Luru Vén, bén trong tay o théu hoa xanh den, trén giang hd ngudi c6 kinh
nghiém chi nhin mdt chut 1a hiéu. D 1 bién doan cta Doan Moc thé gia, trir nguoi Poan Mc thé gia, ai cd Ia gan miic quén 40 nhu thé? Han nghi Poan
Mbc Dung Tué Nhat nhin thdy Niém Huong lién 16 héin 1 ai, xudng tay véi Tap Ngoc khong tién, lién di tim Luu Vén troi gi khong chit co ¥ hoi. Aingd
Luu Vén ciing tinh tinh budng binh, lim cho Poan Mdc Dung Tué tirc gidn. Giai nhin quéan 4o ta toi hdn loan, Poan Moc huynh, ngwoi khong khoi
thurong hurong tiée ngoc!

Luu Van tlﬁy moi ngudi déu nhin chém chzilm y phuc trén ngudi xem, khong khoi xAu hd, ndm chit ¢6 4o khong ndi duge mot 1oi. Lam cai gi vay?!
Nang bict quan 4o minh khong chinh t€, chang I& nang thich nhu vaysao? ! Chi tai Boan Moc Dung Tu¢! Néu khong phai hin chat that lung cta minh, n6
lamssao c6 thé giy! Nang oan hin trirg nit licc Poan Mdc, nhung thay hin mét ra vé binh than, vanh tai lai do, khong khoi ngac nhién.

Han Dy Tran cudi noi:

“Luru Van ¢6 nurong, 40 choang trén ngudi nguoi ta nhin thit quen mét, nhung hinh nhu nguoi khéng miic thuong xuyén? «

“A? Nga, 40 choangnay. . . . . . Ta ciing khong 13 rang Fim khindo thi. . . . . . » Luru Van ngdp ngimg , hay ddy 1 quan 4o ctia Poan Moc Dung Tué?
“Ba “mot tiéng, la Am thanh ctia céi chén dat trén ban. Poan Mgc Dung Tu¢ lanh ling ding day:

“Viéc ny dimg ¢ ddy, ta cling khong so do. Han huynh, hanh tAu giang hd, ngoai cong phu cd nhién trong yéu, nhung néu hra 161 d& nghe ma noi.. khong
khéi pha mat cude vui. Gio khdng con som, nghi ngoi di. Sang mai, chiing ta con lén duong.”

Han Dy Tran mim cudi nhin héin di nhanh ra ngoai, ¢t viée ra vé trén dinh Einh khoc, lai k che déu khong dugc hét hodng thin théi. Noi cai gi giai nhén
kho tim, khong bit ai chi ¢ miéng cong phu.

Luru Van thiy nguoi déng ghét di 101, vén dinh ko tay Tap Ngoc noi hai cau dé hoa hoan khong khi, nhung thay nang than séc Am lanh, khong khoi
khong tim durgc 101 nao, vi thé ]ay ch tro ve thay quén 4o, voi vang roi khoi phong khach. Niém Huong ghé dAu trén ban nga say sura, trén ban anh nén
lap 1oe sang, bao trum trén mt han mot tang kho hiéu. Tap Ngoc ling king ngdi bén canh hin, ngim harL Gurong mat nay, nang vo cung quen thudc, bat

luan Ia khi hén mim cuoi 6n nhy, van 1 ngde tir. Trén doi nay chi co6 mot Niém Huong, nang khong mudn hén di. Nhung, hén tai sao lai i ngde tir, lic
trude, han 1a hang ngudi gi, nang tuyét khong bict.

Ngudi Ngoc phong ly ¢6 bao nhiéu loi hai, nang dich thén trai nghiém qua. Niém Huong, ching & lai cung 14 nhifng nguoi xa la d6? Cha'lng 1€ nguoi co
than cong? Chang 1€ nguoi gict ngudi nhu ¢6? Chéang K ngwoi inh huyét vo tinh? Yéu hén, la vi anh myt don thudn trong sang ctia han, bat luan the gioi
do bén ¢ nao, han la diéu don gian tot dep nhét. The sy vo thrdng, lam mot dira bé ¢ gi khong t6t? Han ctr nhur vy cubn hit nang, 6mnang, ngiy
ngoc nhin nang,



Nang mudn thé gii cia nng chi ¢6 mot minh Nigm Hurong, trong thé gioi cia Niém Huong cling chi c6 mdt minh nang, Y nghi don thuén nhu thé, khong
can bat ctr loi ich g, lai khong duge ké nao thira nhan. Tham chi, c6 1& khi han kh6i phyc than tri, cling s& khong thira nhan.

Nang hit mt hoi tht sau, dot nhién cam thiy, moi chuyén déu i ngay Ay khong nén mang Niém Huong ngde nghéch nay roi khoi pho.

D6 13 mia xuAn, mua phin nira dém roi xudng, nang cam 6, dem theo méy bo trang phuc va trang strc, voi vang huéng hdu vién bon chay. Trong con
mura bon chay, lan vay cting u6t, dinh vao chan rat khd s¢, nhung tAm tinh nAng so véi mia xuan thang ba con dm ép hon. Trén duong ra tay da thuong
muroi miy ngudi, cudi cling ¢ cira phong ciii gip su phu

“‘Nguoi. . . ... V& sau khong dugc hdi han.”

Pay 4 nang nghe su phy n6i sau ciing, sau d6 cting hin roi di. Nang van khong hiéu, s phu dtmg trong mira x0i, ca ngudi déu wét, vi ndi mdt cu nhu
V& sau khong duogc hbi han. Khong, nang chua timg hdi hin! Tap Ngoc ndm tay rat nhanh, chi cam thiy tim tinh ngiy d6 nim tay hén chay trong mura
da tro lai. Sau nay khong hdi han? Sau nay con chau day dan? Cho du thé gioi ndy khong don gian, ¢4 I nang la nguoi qua ngy tho, nang tinh nguyén
nhu thé! Ca doi ndy, chi vi mot nguoi nhur thé ma dién cudng, nang khong can ngudi khac Iy giai.

T}ﬁép dem than ga cho chang, tron doi tron klép Du vé sau ¢6 bi vo tinh lanh nhat, ciing khong sao. Nang mac ké V& sau, nang chi can hién tai.

Tay nang bong nhién bi ngudi nhe nhang cam, Tap Ngoc ca kinh, mdi nh¢ t6i Han Dy Tran con tai bén ngudi chua 1oi di. Nang voi vang quay dau, da
thAy hai nt héin 6n nhu nhur murde, Fing king nhin minh, trong mét vira 1 thurong tiéce vira i yéu thuong, Nang bi anh mét ndy nhin chim chim dot ngot

ngly nguoi.
“Tap Ngoc. . .. .. Thit c6 18i, chi tbi hom nay, dé cho ta goi ngwoi tén.”
Han Dy Trén 6n nhu n6i, dem tay nang nim lai, chi cam thiy ban tay nhé mém i, trong dng yéu thirong cang sau:

“Ngwoi khong nén viii ip. Niém Hurong héin rat nhanh s& khoi phuc thén tri, sau do cai @i ciing khong nhé 15 . Nguoi. . . . . . 13 nit tir ot nhur vy, cn gl
limkh minh?”

Lamkhd? Tap Ngoc dudi day ong cuoi lanh mot tiéng, nhanh rit tay trd vé, diém damnéi :

“Ta chura bao gios tir im khd minh, ta tin twdng Niém Hurong tuyét dbi s& khong quén ta. Ngwoi khong can n6i . Pémda khuya, Han cong tir di vé nghi
ngoi di!”

Han Dy Tran ciing khong gian, chdm rii dimg ddy, noi nho:

“Hin 1 tu luyén tim phép cao thim, vo ¥ tiu hoa nhip ma, cho nén tam tri dai loan thanh hai ddng ba tudi. Nguoi cho réng‘, mot hai dong ba tudi, hiéu
duoc nguoi yéu thuong nguoi? Mot khi da thong kinh mach, han tat s& quén. Hon nita, ngay ndy cling khong con xa, lic dau han khong the n6i chuyén,
nhung bay gid da c¢6 thé noi chuyén . Han khdi phuc dan dan, cling dan dan quén nguoi. Nguoi thit khong quan tim?”

“Hén quén!”

Téap Ngoc I6n tiéng noi

“Nhung ta khong quén! Ta khong phai hai dong ba tudil”

Cam giac vui suéng, Am ap, yéu thuong, rung dong ciia nang, . . . . . khong phéi gia dbi! Néu ning ngay ca cai ndy ciing phi dinh, nang 1 Tur Ma Tap
Ngoc sao? ! Nhitng ngay qua sao c6 thé ding mdt cau che di?

“Niém Hirong dan s& khong nh6 15 nguo’i, thém’chl' nguroi dbi voi héin ma néi hoan toan i mdt ngwoi xa la. Tap Ngoc, ta chi khéng mudn nguoi throng
tam Niém Huong 1a mdt nguoi nhur the ndo, taratrd rang, . . . . . ”

Han Dy Tran con ¢6 y ndi, lai bi Tap Ngoc ndi giénnémcé 4o déy ra cua.

“Ta khong tham ctia héin cai gi!”

Tép Ngoc rong Ién, hai hoc mét déu do:

*Ta chi i thich hén! Chinh 1 thich hdn! Ta thich mdt ngudi ta lién cing hén ¢ mdt chd!”

Nang ding strc déng ctra lai, ha mom tho doc:

“Hin néu da quén, ciing khong sao. Ta s& khong quén. . . . . . M6t ngay ndo do, ta s& khién hinnhdrd . . . . ..

Nang cti diu n6i xong, chra timg théy minh d6i v6i ai ninh Liét nhu thé. Nang ling tranh vAn dé nay, chi so' sy that tr& nén khong thé thira nhin. Nhung
khong lo, hién tai nang nghi thong sudt, han mdt ngay khong nhé noi nang , nang lién mdt ngdy cting han quan quit, mdt nim khoéng nhé noi thi quan quyt



mdt nam. Tira nhur Kic trrde bon ho quen biét, don thuan, lidu finh cudn Ay han.

Han Dy Tran & sau cira hit nf)t‘tiéng? khong néi nira ni. Ni¢m Hurong mo méng xoa niit ngang dau, co chit kho hiéu vi sao Tép Ngoc hdila to. Aingo
han wira dirng day, Tap Ngoc lién giong nhur chim nho nhao vao trong long ngure ctia minh. Nang 6m chét lay han, ding stre ghi dau vao nguc han, clr
nhu vdy 6m chét, nhu thé bon ho khong bao gio nita tich ra.

Niém Huong theo ban néing 6m ning, nhe nhang vubt ve toc ctia nang, sau d6 ngbe nghéch thu lai, dat 1én du nang nu hon.

Hin ca lam néi, mdt mét vach tay 40 nang, voi vang tim kiém vét thuong, Tap Ngoc ic lic dau:
“Khong co viéc gj, ta khong dau.”
Nang bung iy mit Niém Huong, gin nhur uy hiép nhin héin, 4nh mit kia hung héing 1am cho Niém Hirong khong n6i duoc mbt Ioi.

“V& sau, mbi ngly déu phai goi tén ta muroi in! RS chua? Ngwoi, ngwoi néu la thélt sur s& quén ta, ta nhat dinh ding Thiét dan chiu danh cho ngwoi mit
i bamdap!”

Nang hung hin ndi xong, sau d6 budc Niém Huong gt dau thé.

Vi thé Tu M3 dai tiéu thu ny cudi hai ong , bat ké Niém Hirong nurde miit déng thurong, mot ngay bét an rit cuc da trdi qua.
Ban dang doc truyén Thirong Hoa Tiéc Ngoc dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 14

Séng s6m hom sau, lau mdt khéch diém néo nhiét phi thurong, ngudi nhiéu hon binh thirong gap ba lan. Luu Van thire day sémnhét, thuc, ning mjt dém
khong ngi, nghi vé chuyén than theé Niém Huong, thinh thoang khudn miit cuia tén Poan Mgc Dung Tué lai nhdy ra, hai nang nhin khong duoc tirc gidn.

Nang xudng u nhin thiy ngudi nhiéu nhur vy, khong khoi hodng so. DAy k am sao? Hay a bon ho tim duoc Thién thanh kiém quyét rdi? Nang thiy
dudi lau khong khi c6 chit quai di, khong khoi bude nhe, y muon lang 1€ di dén cai quay quan ly kia sém mot chit.

Ai ngd néng moi xuét hign, trong dai sénh roi dot nhién yén tinh trér lai. Liu Van giét minh, nang thém chi ¢6 thé cam gidc duge tat ca moi ngudi dang ngo
chung minh. Anh mit kia, tuyét doi khong phai kinh diemna Ia cai gi khéc, giong nhur I thay con mbi mo wde da lau, loe ra sat khi cling dnh mat tham
lam. Con c6 ngudi ¢ xi xao ban tan, hon loan tiéng chén tra va vao nhau, hét suc dang so.

Luru Van khong khoi so hai, lp tirc khong chn chd, budc nhanh di dén churong qudy gan do, thép giong n6i mudn sita diu nanh ciing banh quiy, xoay
nguoi tinh chay én lau.

Vira moi xoay ngudi, da thiy trude hai nguoi 4o den can trude, hai ngudi déu lanh king nhin nang, nhung ciing khong n6i 1i ndo. Luru Van cam thiy kinh
hai, trén mat lai ¢o cudl, 6n nhu noi:

“Hai vi dai gia, phién nhuong mot chit, tiéu nit tir trén tay c6 sita ddu nanh con nong!”
Hai ngudi kia lai gidng nhu khong nghe thiy, mdt ngudi trong d6 bdng nhién lanh nhat néi:

“Ngay hém qua c6 phai cac nguoi di theo Boan Moc Dung Tué di trude dén rimg? Hao tic nhan! Cu nhién ddm doc chiém Thién thanh kiém quyét!
Kho trach hom qua khong ai tim dugc. Han khong phai tht cho tat ca moi ngudi s€ doi Poan Mdc the gia kinh s¢ ba phan? !

Lai la Thién Thanh kiém quyét! Lwru Van cuoi noi:

“Viéc ndy tiéu nit khong quan hé nha, ta ciing khong phéi nguoi trong giang hd. Nhi vi mudn tim Poan Moc cong tir, khong bang Ién phong ngi ciia hin
Olauhai ... .. Gionayhanco ledaday. . . ... ”

Nang 101 con chua ndi hét, lai nghe mjt tleng vang thit 16n, thang lau khéic hoa gd Iim tay vin kéu rc..réc, lai bi mot ngudi trong d6 mot quyén dép vo!
Lap tirc chudng quay chui xudng quay trdn, trong dai sanh im king dén déng so, tit ca moi ngudi nhin sang, khong biét Liru Van ¢6 khoc?

Luru Van trdm niic nhin ngudi no gio némtay ngam den that 16n Ién, chi sg mot quyé‘n kia gidng xubng, xuong cdt ciia minh toan b ciing giy . Trong tay
sira dau nanh nong lam tay dau nhire, tat ca moi nguoi dang nhin chiim chi. Nang tram méc dé 1au, cu nhién curdi cuoi

“Dai gia hao tudn cong phu, tiéu nir boi phyc vo cing, Péng tiéc tiéu nit mdt chit v& cong ciing khong biét, ngai 16 chiéu thire Ay tht sy danggian di.
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Poan Moc cong tir ngay tai lau hai, nhi vi chéng 1§ i khong dam di lén ciing hén so do, ciing i t6i tim tiéu nix gdy phién toai sa0?”

Nang lai con ¢6 thé cudi mit may sang lang, giéng nhur doa hoa.

Hai nguroi kia bi nang ndi tring tim den, it {ing hong Ién, khong khoi then qua thanh gian. Cai tay lic ndy dap Votharﬂlcauthangvmg Ién, Luu Van chi
cam thiy mot sirc manh ap dén, nang that su khong thé tuong dugc bon ho cai gl goi 14 giang hd hao kiét noi dong tha hen dong thu, lp tirc lio dao, bat
sita d4u nanh trong tay chao déo, sita dau nanh vai day mét dat, cdy trim bac cai trén du ning, roi xuong, nang nhin xubng, cay trim da bi cit thanh hai
doan. Quyén phong ctia hiin ¢6 thé bé iy cay trim ?! Liru Van nguc dap thinh thich, ciing khong biét 14 so hii hay tirc gian.

“Dimg tuéng rang nguoi B nit tir, ta ién khong xudng tay!”

Nguoino lanh ing néi.

“Hom nay tat ca moi nguoi dang ngdi déu mubn tim Poan Mdc Dung Tué! Ha ¢6 thé cho phép nguoi & noi nay mia mép khua moil”

Luru Van vung tay 1én, dem banh quay ném vao niit nguoi no, lanh king noi:

“Qué nhién ki mot dam khong biét dao ly! Cai gi nhin nghia dao duc, déu 14 céc nguoi bia chuyén? ! Cac nguoi néu 1 ¢6 I gan, vi sao khong dam truc
tiép di tim Doan Mdc Dung Tué? ! O diy chan dudng, lam phién nilt tir troi ga khong chit ta day? I

Ngudi no khong nghi nang cur nhién dam dénh tra, cu nhién khong tranh, nly ci banh quéy roi trén quan o hén thanh nhimg vét dau md.Han khong
khoi gidin dit, khong n6i hai 101 gio Ién ban tay gido huan nit ttr khong bit troi cao dat rong nay.

Noi thi chim ma xéy ra thi nhanh, Luru Van vira nhém it doi minh bj dénh bay ra ngoai, lai nghe mot tiéng, theo tiéng quat clia ngwdi no, cénh tay Fp
tirc budng xuong, nhung 1a bi am khi danh tring huyét dao.

“Tranh ra cho ta! Lén nhu vAy con dtmg chén & ciu thanh khong so im phién ngudi khac sao!”

Mot thanh Am niing nju tir thang JAu truyén , trong dai sanh tt ca moi ngudi chiim chi nhin lai, da ﬂ]éypﬁtnﬁ tir khac ngay hom qua di cing Poan Moc
Dung Tu‘é, nang qua nhiét} ¢6 mot hao dung o, nhin qua t nhd van nhwoc cyce ky, ai ngd di xuong lau cu nhién mt curde da vao tén bén trén, hon nira
mot quyen, dem hai t€n hic y nhin d4 bay tdi quay, dong tac thd 1o cuc ky.

“Tap Ngoc!”

Luu Vén ap ttre vui mirng kéu kén, gidng tiéu ciu nhao téi, cudn ly.

“Ngiy hom qua ngwoi déu khong dé y nguoi ta!”

Nang bét dau oan gidn im ning

Téap Ngoc vb nhe nhe dau clia ning, gidng nhur ddi dai ticu stng vat, “Ngwoi im king mot chitt. Con nita, chinh minh khong c6 ban Einh gi, lai phén tmg
nhu vy, khi nao mdi thay doi tat xau? Ta rot cude khong biet nguoi dinh kéo ve bao phién phirc?”

Luru Van cam iy canh tay ciia nang, ¥ vi cuoi, noi:
“Niém hirong dau? Lam sao ngwoi xudng mot nguoi? Nga, som mdt chit da bi gi di man nay!”

Luc nay bi Tap Ngoc da sang mot bén hai Hic y nhén rét cuc tirc qua mirc, dir doi réng mdt tiéng, hai ngudi mdt trrde mit sau huong Tap Ngoc nhao
t6i. Luu Van chay nhanh tron phia sau Tap Ngoc, da thiy nang khom nguoi, tay 4o chuyen dong, phach phach bach bach vai tiéng, danh hai ngudi kia
mudi miy ci cai tat, dong tac nhanh chéng cuc ky, Trurong nhi huynh dé trén giang hd duge xung "Thiét quyen dong churong” ndy bi tiéu nha dau yéu
dudi danh bai, tham chi ngay ca dong tac ciing khong kip, hai nguroi bi nang tit murdi miy céi cai tat, trude mit sao bay nhay, 16t cuc tur biét khong phai
ddi thiy, ngrong nging ngoanh mét budc di.

Luu Van cuoi khong ngimg, cam ly tay 40 Tap Ngoc, hai ngudi sic mit tring béch nhin chuéng quay mudn roi di nhanh, ddi véi nhing ngudi trong
sanh, trAm mc coi nhu khong thiy.

Lap tirc Tap Ngoc cAm theo banh qudy, Liru Van bung sira d4u nanh, vira mudn 1én Ju, lai nghe & géc mdt giong ndi gia nua vang lén:

“Tu Ma ¢ nuong hao tuén cong phu! Nhung migt thi thién ha hao kigt, khong khoi qua mire ty méin roi! Lo phu ciing mudn dén lainh gido mot chut!
Thuan tién thay ching ta n6i véi Poan Mdc Dung Tug, hom nay khong dem Thién thanh kiém quyét giao ra day, dung nghi roi khoi Lam Tuyén!”

Tap Ngoc hoi kinh hai, giwong méit da thy mdt c4i bong den tir dinh dau phong qua, tay 4o nhur canh hac rong thimg thinh. Nang ngay cé nguoi niy bo
dang cting chura thay 10, chi thiy han vira ha xuong, phan thu mot chuong, long ban tay hoi d6 kn, chuéng phong séc bén cuc ky. Chiéu thire ay tén la
“Phan danh ha ntii h6”, chinh la chiéu thirc thanh danh lgi trén giang ho.

Mot chié}l nay nguyén ban hzfm 1a thing danh ngwe dbi phuong, nhung vi namnit thy thy bat thﬁm ¢b y vong qua nguc, huéng ba vai nang danh t6i, dén
lic nay liér} da muon mot khac. Tap Ngoc khong dam cung héin dén dd, canh tay ning 1én nham danh tan dao hre cta han, khong ngd canh tay vira ning,
chi cam thay nguc chan dong, bi nguoi no dich thie va cham Nang trong long biet minh tuyét d6i khong phai doi thi cia ngudi ndy, hai chan dép manh,



lung 40 udn cong, quay tron vong nhidu lan, van giir Liru Van bén ngudi, mdt tay ndm Ién hrng nang, khong chng d3, dinh chay 1én lau.
“Chay di dau!”

Ngudi no kéu mot tiéng, canh tay vuron ra, Tap Negoc chi cam thdy con nong ap dén, nhin ra sau, nang kinh hai. Nang khong do du nita, dem Luu Van
ném Ién trén law:

“Pi goi Poan Moc Dung Tué xubng dudil”
Nang lanh mg néi.

Nang dinh than, trdn dinh xoay nguoi, nguoi no thiy nang ngimg lai, lién thu chiéu dimg tay, mit sang quac nhin nang, Tap Ngoc thiy hin mot than 40
bao xanh, rau dai nhu bac, B Ct Tinh ngdy d6 ra mit diéu dinh Long Mén phéi. Nang cudi lanh mot tiéng:

» Nhur vdy sao? Khong c6 bién phap di theo ngurdi Ngoc phong ly doi kiém quyét, ngay ca giang hd limg danh Chung Nam Bo tir ciing hoc théi bat nat
nit nhan?”

Cu tinh nghiém niit noi:

“Dc 61 déc 1. Tu Ma ¢b nuong mdt than héo cong phu, o phu bat qua béu xiu ma thoi. Lan nay Lim Iuyén tu lai, ciing I vi Thién thanh kiém
quyet, quyet khong the lam cho mdt ngudi tir minh huong dac y. Boan Moc the gia cho dufa v6 Jim tam the gia, ching ta nhung ciing s& khong nhuong
cho. Tu M ¢6 nuong, o phu biét viée ndy cling nguoi khong quan h¢, nhung muodn trach, tir trach minh tai sao cing Boan Moc Dung Tug dong hanh
di! Hom nay chur vi anh hing hao kiét déu & day, o phu ngay ca c tinh khong cling nguoi so do, chi so'bon ho cling khong dong ! Céc nguoi mjt
hang sau ngudi, néu nhur khong c6 cong bang, ai ciing dimng nghi tyr tién roi khoi Lam Tuyén!”

“Ta sém nghe su phy n6i qua, giang hd chi la chd d6 dé can quy tu tip chuéng khi miy mit. Hom nay thiy qua, qua thé! Lan trudce 1 Long Mon phai gia
mom ét 1§ phai, lan ndy ciing la toan bo giang ho hao kiét khong phan 16 phai trai! Hac héc, s phu ta qua nhién khong c6 néi sai, ngudi Trung Nguyén,
thich nhét tur giét 1An nhau, giét lién giét, con mudn mdt cai danh ho, kira minh ddi nguoil”

Tép ngoc lanh ling ndi xong, bdng nhién nhanh nhen tir trong tay 4o, Ay ra mot vat thé nhu doan dao bac, dé ngang trudc ngye.

“Khéch khi c4i gi? Mubn Ién lién Ién dil Hom nay ta khong thé khong giét ngurdi!”

Nang Ion tiéng n6i, khanh mot tiéng, doan dao roi khoi vo, moi ngudi chi cam thiy thanh doan dao kia liéu diém sinh uy, thanh 4m thanh thiy cuc ky, lai
nhin thin dao cuc mdng, bi nang d€ ngang nguc, udc ching hai ngdn tay, canh tay dai ngén, di nhién 1a khong chinh xac , cling khong biét 1a tir cai gi ché
thanh.

Cu Tinh vén chi mudn hit doa nang, ap ché ap su kiéu ngao va bé vé cta dai tiéu thur, ai ngd nang cu nhién 16 ra binh khi mu6n phai iéu mang, ap tirc
khong khai giat minh, khong biét nén noi cai gi.

Trong dai sanh yén king dén mdt cy cham diéu ciing c6 thé nghe thiy, mot lic iu, chot nghe mdt nguoi thé hdc vi kinh ngac, ca kinh néi:

“Pay khong phai 1 doan kiém murdi bude chét mdt ngudi sao? ! Tai sao & trén tay nang? !

Loi vira n6i ra, moi ngudi déud len, déNu nhin chdm chamdoan kiém trong tay nang, nguoi kinh nghiém giang hd phong phi lién lap tirc Ién ﬁéng kinh ho,
trong I nhat thoi dai sanh mot phen hon loan. Tap Ngoc giong nhu khong nghe thiy, van dé dao trude ngyc, lanh lanh nhin Ct Tinh, chi doi hin vira
dong, hét strc cang thang,

C Tinh nhin chdm chim doan kiém trong tay, rt cuc rung dong néi :

“Nguoi. . . ... Su ton ctangroi B ai. . . . . . Thap budc giét mit nguoi?”

Ngit khi ctia héin d6t nhién tré nén can than, lic ndy cudng vong khong biét da di chd nao.

Tap Ngoc nheo mit lai, n6i nho:

“Ta khong biét nguroi dang & ddy ndi c4i gi. Sur phy chinh i swr phuy, hén i trong yéu sao? Con nita, ngwoi rét cude mudn ta ndi miy n? Su phu ta 14 ai,
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con chua toi phién nguoi quan!
Ct Tinh bi nang dép tra, nhat thoi nghen 1oi.

Giang hd nit nhén, gia déi ciing co, hao phéng ciing c6, kém cdi cling ¢6, quai dan ciing co. Nhung hén 1n dAu tién tiép xtc loai nit nhan nhu Tu Ma
Tap Ngoc, cir chi than thai khong cho ndo cting 1a khi d6 thién kim, ti nha vén nhurge nhung ngdn hanh cling la ba dao tha khong phan 15 phai tréi, cang
ky quéi 13, nang ctr tyr nhién kiéu ngoa, kiéu ngao dong dén troi cur nhién nhur ai cling khdng quan tim. Han thét sy doan khong ra nang 1a nhan vat
phuong nao

“Tonsu. .. ... Han c6 khoe?”



Ct Tinh hoi, vira ra khoi miéng lién hbi han. Qua nhién Tap Ngoc cudi lanh mot tiéng, dang mudn chdm choc, lai nghe phia sau trén thang Au truyén dén
thanh am lang ling nhung trong tréo ctia Poan Mgc Dung Tug.

“Nghe noi chur vi mudn tim Doan Mdc, tai ha dén day. Nhung, hom nay msi biét, nguyén Chung Nam T lo dai C trurdng o ciing thich clng nit tir
tré tuoi day dua!”

Cu tinh séc it dt nhién thay d6i, inh lanh nging dAu, trong dai sanh lai an tish. Mi nguoi dnh mit déu nhin chitm chd con tir 4o tréng trén fAu, hén
cham rai xuong lau, khi d§ t6n quy, khudn mét tuan t, néu anh nxit c{) thé diu dang mdt chit, thuc 1 mdt hdo cong tir. Phia sau hin Luu Van n It di
sau, trong tay nang 1a vé mit mo mang cta Niém Huong, Han Dy Tran mim cuoi theo ¢ phia sau.

Vira thiy duoc Tap Ngoc, Niém Hirong cing Luru Van di t61, mdt long mudn Am niing. Trén mit Tap Ngoc sat khi thu lai, giong nhur bién séc mit g@éng
nhau, 19 ra thién chan twoi cuoi. Nang dem doan kiém thu lai trong tay 4o, mdt tay don Niém Huong cting Luu Van, huéng Poan Mdc phia sau di dén.
Luu Van vo tay cudi noi:
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“Puoc rdi, dai nhdn vat t6i rdi! Ching ta ngoan ngodn trén di! Ches hén giai quyét !

Di qua Poan Mdc Dung Tug, hin trimg mét nhin nang mjt c4i, nhung ma day miét ciing khong ¢6 tire gidn. Luu Van nhin hén m mit xAu, Han Dy Trén
curol noi:

“Luru Van ¢6 nurong mau t6i day di. Hét thay giao cho Poan Mdc huynh 1a t5t rdi, nhimg ngudi nay khong phai ddi thii ctia hén.”
Dt 10, hén nhin vé phia Tép Ngoc, ddy méit nay lén than sic lo Eing, sau mdt ic liu, hin néi nho:

“Tu M4 ¢ nurong, tai ha c6 mdt vin dé& nmudn hoi nguoi. Ton sw, ¢6 phéi i nguoi xung thip bude giét mdt ngudi H Duong?”

Ban dang doc truyén Thurong Hoa Tiéc Ngoc dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuong 15

Tap Ngoc di c6 chit khong kién nhAn, cau may n6i:

“Thap bude giét mit nguoi 1 loai ngudi ndo? Su phu chinh B sur phy, vi sao cac ngwoi ludn hach hoi?”
Han Dy Trén ha giong, n6i nho:

“Thap budc giét mot ngudi, nghe théy 1ap tirc biét danh tiéng vang danh thién ha. HO Duong thanh danh mau, bién nﬁt ciing mau, nim do hén trén dinh
nti Bang Ngoc bi viy giét, chi vi hdn tir truge dén nay phong dang khong kém ché duoc, trude ¢ Sting hoa phéi giét mdt nit nhan, sau & Lac Duong Ly
thi giét murdi tam gia, trén giang hd ban tiéng, n6i ai ciing khong thé ¢ ban finh nhur hén, khong cach ndo ¢6 ban linh dénh hén. Loi nay lic Ay ndira trén
giang hd khién song gié ndi Iém, bao nhiéu danh mon chinh phai phai ra dé tir déc Iuc di tru diét hén, nhung khong c6 mot ai thanh cong. Sau lai bi bat dai
gido ty tap, vay ¢ dinh nii Bang Ngoc.”

Tap Neoc cing Luru Van nghe durgc anh it déu tron tron nghe nhur sach dang ni. Luu Vén s s mit Tap Ngoc, tho dai:
“May min, Tap Ngoc nguoi con khong cé thanh dai ma dhu. .. ... Su phu nguoi, thit sy 1a dang so.”

Téap Ngoc lai khong noi chuyén, trong dAu dan dan hién ra hinh déng sur phy. Tinh tinh ctia hén thye rat quai la, cting khong ddi voi bat ky nguoi ndo chit
tam, binh thrdng ludn méc quan 4o vai bao miu xam, bung mot chén tra v mép, ngdi & trén lan can khéc hoa ling lang nhin minh luyén v3. Hanh lang
gAp khiic toan cy phong, 14 rung nhur lira nhu bang, gi6 thdi qua, 14 rung d6 tuoi theo méi toc hoa rm ctia hén roi xubng, Han, chi i mot o nhan binh
thuong it 161 ma thoi.

“Thap budc giét mit nguoi, danh hio ciia hdn 13 tir tran chlen trén dinh nti Bang Ngoc ma duoc goi. Bat dai gido khong mdt ngudi ¢6 thé ngan hén nira
bude, han mot ngudi mot cdy doan klem, di timg bude giét mit ngudi, & dinh nii Bang Ngoc giao chién mot ngdy mot dém, ude chung da glet ba tram
hai muroi mbt ngudi. Sau c6 ngudi trdn duge, n6i toan thin hin déu nhuém mau, gibng nhur dién. Tir d6 vé sau ngudi trong v3 1am ddi véi hidn so thém
50, ting hdn mot tén hiéu thip budc giét mojt nguoi”

Tép ngoc nhin khong duoc lai nghi Vé,oé‘ trong’déu v& ra hinh anh o nhn kia di iét nguoi. Han c6 kha ning that daim dAu, phong dang khong kém
ché dugc, khong dao dirc quy ct gi d€ vao mit. Nhung, ¢ trong mat nang, hin chinh 14 su phy, lanh king, 101, lai hién lanh .

Luu Van ngac nhién noi:
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“Tap ngoc, hén 14 dai ma d4u nhur vay, lim sao c6 thé thanh su phy ngwoi? Ngwoi khéng phéi. . . . . . thién kim tiéu thur sa0?”

Tép Ngoc iy ra thanh doan kiém, vuét’nhe_: tir trén xudng dudi. Thanh kiém ndy, nang dén hom nay moi biét duoc tén ciia hén Tu Ma thé gia, xa hoa
1ong Iy cd ndo! Nang tir nho ¢6 bao boi gi chura xem qua, mdt thanh doan kiem bé nho, ¢ trong mat nang ciing chi 1 thir 4o thd vi. Su phu 1o dua thanh
kiém cho nang, cling da noi:

“Tép ngoc, ta tir trude dén nay thich nguoi, thién kimty cao tyr dai rat hop y ta. Kiém s& dira cho ngwoi di, nd d that liu khong hurong qua méu tuoi
101, sau ndy ta ciing khong hy vong nd ¢6 co hdi némdén. Nguoi hiéu duoc ¥ ctia ta chir 27

Nang van cho 1 sur phu chi i mt ngudi gido dau binh thirdng trong phi, cha d6i voi hén ciing co ban khong ¢6 chi y. Nhung I3 ai ngd lai lich hén dang
so nhur thé. Han I ngudi oai phong mdt ¢di, vi sao tudi gid lai cam nguyén 4n Iui, rira tay gac kiém, khong day song giang hd? Bay gio nh6 61, chuyén sur
phu thurdng kim nhét chinh 1 trAm tur. Hén ludn bung cai chén tra son cii khng con 1o hoa van, ding ngén tay vubt ve n6, khi d6, anh mét ctia hén tr
nén nhu hoa mot it.

Nang khong phai mOt nguoi thich san soc nguoi khdc, cling s&€ khong lam ning cb y lay long ai. Nang cng sur phu uyén v3 1 tham nhién, hén gido, nang
bit churde; nang luyén, hin xem. Trir lin d6 ra, bon ho co hd ai ciing khong néi véi nhau nira 1i, ciing hau nhur khong quan tim nhau.

Han Dy Tran thiy nang tram tr, khong khoi nhe n6i :

“Tu Mi ¢6 nurong, néu khong mu6n ngiy sau hinh tiu giang hd gip phién todi, cai doan kiém, nguoi van la khong nén ]ay ra. H6 Durong vi ngudi trong
giang hd 14 dai ma dau giét ngudi, nguoi im dé tir duy nhét ciia hdn, chi sg ngdy sau s& dua toi phién toai khong can thiét.”

Hin dirng mot chit, tya hd ciing [ mudn nhé lai g1 do, anh it trd nén xa Xam:

“Tu Ma Té tudng, . . . .. Néu héin biét minh 4i nir ru lac giang hd, chi s tim s& rat daudén. . . . . . ”

Luu Van hoang s¢ che miéng lai:

“Tétudng, ..... 2"

Nang thép giong kéu Ién. Nang biét Tap Ngoc I thién kim quan gia, nhung lai chira bao gio nght dén nang lai 1 con gAi Tu Ma Té tudng duong t;iéu!
Nang that khong tuong! Ai téi noi cho nang biet day khong phai 1a that di! Nguoi nang trude kia di cing, wai dua. . . . . . nguyén lai la thién kim T¢€ tudng
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Tap Ngoc c6 chit lanh mg nhin Han Dy Tran, sau mt lic A, mGi Anh dam néi :

“Nguoi ciing biét khong it! Vi sao lai biét dén ta nhiéu nhu vay?”

Han Dy Tran mim cudi:

“Déy cling la bi mét. Ta con biét nhiéu hon. Tu Ma Té tudng tong cong c6 ba con. Trudng nit chinh 1 ngwoi Tu MA tip ngoc, tir nhd boi vi thn thé giy
yéu, mdi gido dau dén truyén thy cho nguoi vo nghé. Con trai la Tu Ma Hudng Lidu, ndm nay han vira qua murdi bbn, nghe n6i hin tir nho B mot ky tai
doc sach, Tur Ma Té tudng ddi véi hin rét coi trong.”

Hién tira hd ¢d y dem ndi mdt nira, Luu Van mét binh tinh, ién n6i :

“Khdng phai con ¢ mot nhi tir sao? Tai sao khong n6i ?”

Tap Ngoc trAm miic mdt hdi, méi noi:

“Nguoi biét qua nhién khong it, ngay ca bi mt nay d&u bi nguroi dao moc. Khong sai, trén ta con mot dai ca hon ta muoi tudi, nhung a tiéu thiép s sinh.
Ngay do ta nghe bon nguoi dudi ndi, ticu thip kia vira sinh dira nho, cha ta lin voi cudi Thai Uy nit nhi, cling chinh 1 me ta. Kia tiéu thip nghe noi la
nguoi ¢6 khi ngao cao sang, démdo licn mang theo dira tré moi sinh rdi khoi Tu Ma phu, tir nay vé sau mat tich. Cha ta wéc chimg muoi nam tinh hye di
tim, cling khong tim duwoc mdt minh goc do. Han cam thay hi vong song st rat nho, moi suy sup hoi phu, chinh thire vién phong Viée ndy, ta va Hudng
Licu ciing khdng 10, boi vi cha chura bao gior noi, me ciing kiéng ki viée nay. Ban than ta muon hoi mdt chit, ngwoi la ttr ddu ma biét?”

Loi ndy cang vé sau hoi cang séc lai, Liru Van thiy nang c6 chut tirc gin, ciing khong ddm nita n6i chuyén.

Han Dy Tran lai cudi:

“Cai goi la nhan ngdn déng so, trén doi khong ¢4 trdng nao gi6 khong lot qua duge. Mot viée phat sinh, khong c6 kha nang khong c6 ai biét. Néu mubn
truy ctru ngon nguon, chi sg ai cling noi khong 6. Tu Ma ¢6 nurong van 1a khong nén héi .”
Tap Ngoc qua nhién khong c6 hoi lai, nang lanh king nhin Han Dy Tran. Ky that nang mudn hoi nhét, ngay tir i bt ddu dong hanh, nang van mubn hoi

hén: nguoi 6t cude 1 ngudi nao? Han vo ludn 1 nhin thé ndo, n6i chuyén, déu nhdt phai nhan nhé, twa hd dbi véi cai gi ciing nhur trong long ban tay. Hin
d6i voi minh ciing c6 chit quan tim

Han Dy Tran, nguoi rdt cude 1 ngudi & dau?



Lai néi sau khi Boan Moc Dung Tué xuét hién, trong dai sanh khong c6 ngudi noi chuyén. Boan Moc thé gia, thé hrc & Phuong Bic! Boan Moc Dung
Tu¢ 14 con trai thir ba, thanh danh so vdi dai ca ctia han nhi ca con vang doi. Trén giang ho moi nguoi khong ai bi duoc danh hao cta hén, chi can ndi
dén Boan Mdc Gia lio Tam dén day, cling di dé kinh sg nhiéu nguoi.

Boan Moc Dung Tug ip tirc chém rii xudng lu, 4nh it sang quéic, nhin quét mdt vong, moi ngudi chi cam théy dnh mit ctia héin nhu dién, bj nhin kén
mot céi lién theo ban nang lti budc. Poan Moc Dung Tu¢ di ba budce, dirng lai, lanh king nhin Cti Tinh, sau mdt Kic 1au moi noi:

“Cit o, Chung Nam Tir o danh hao I6m, ¢6 chuyén gl mudn tim véin boi, truc tiép thong bdo mdt tiéng cling duroc, t0i gi gy khé dé dong ban cua ta ?
Céc nang chi 14 nit nhan tréi ga khong chat, cac nguoi lan ndy lam vy, khong khdi rat ton hai thanh danh.”

Cu Tinh von 1 cam thiy x4u hd, bi hin vira n6i nhu vdy, trén mét cang khong qua dwoc, nhat thoi gian tai mt.
“Poan Moc cong tir, ngudi dén rdi, moi ngudi cling ndi tring ra! Chuyén Thién thanh kiém quyét, ngwoi ¢ mubn n6i gi khong? 17

Hén I6n ﬁéng hoi, mdt mit Am thAm hudng cac Tir Ao khac, mudn bon ho hop thoi ma dong, chi dgi Poan Mdc Dung Tug ra tay, lién 1ap tlrc bét! Poan
Moc Dung Tu¢ lanh nhat néi:

“Khong 6 1i ndo, kiém quyét khong & chd clia ta.”

Hiéin 101 vira ndi ra, trong dai sanh nhit thoi n tung, nguwoif gan Ion mdt chit gip ¢6 Tir Bo chd dura, lién chiri am én, c6 ngwoi nhat gan , ién n6i déu
deu, thi thAm noi gi do.

Poan Moc Dung Tué gidng nhur khong nghe thy, ngang nhién nhin moi ngudi. Cii Tinh lanh king noi:

» Cudng ngdn! Pém qua nguroi di trrde vao rimg! Sém ciing ngudi Ngoc Phong ly giao thit. Poan ngudi tdi noi ndy vi Thién thanh kiém quyét, néi cho
10, diing Ia khong tir thu doan nao!”

D sao ciing da mang tiéng bét nat nit nhan thi hom nay ciiing lim cho t6i! Xong x40 giang hd hon nira doi, hom nay hé c6 thé bi mbt tiéu bbi uy hiép? !
Hai tay cita héin niim lai, long ban tay hong quang nhéit tho, giong nhur Jan di pho véi Tap Ngoc nhung hign dimng t6i tam phén cong ye. Héin hét lon mdt
tieng:

“Poan ngudi kia! Homnay s& ap ché uy phong Poan Moc thé gia!”

Tiéng n6i vira dirt, mdt chuong kia da dén trude mit, that nhanh!

Poan Moc Dung Tué biét day 1a danh chi€u ctia Cu Tinh, chu("?ng mang kich doc, chi can dinh v:élo, chi sg s& anh hudng dén tinh mang, Hén lai kiéu
ngao, khong nghi c6 ngudi € ra tay, nén tam thoi khong kip trong dd, tay 4o vung Ién, khong biet tir cho nao 16i ra mot cai bao tay. Cu Tinh thira dip
nay cdng kich lién ti€p may chiéu. Chung Nam T o danh tiéng cao, bao nhiéu tu thai, nay vi Thién thanh ki€m quyét, cu nhién toan bd wirt bo.

Boan Moc Dung Tué d& qua méy chiéu, chot thiy sau dau sinh gio, hin ca kinh voi vang nghiéng di, bén tai méy tim toc lai bi kinh phong lam gdy. Hén

khée miét thoang nhin, d thdy mdt cAy trudng mau ngang bén canh, mili throng dugc bang tao ra, mit trén nhat diém hong anh, rét sic bén. D6 1 vii khi
loi hai ctia Chung Nam Tir o thit hai TiKi. Bic DAu. Boi vi trén than mau trén ¢ bay 4n mau den ma duoc goi nhur thé.

P thiy Bic PAu mau kia, miii thwong vira chuyén, hru loat nhu méy bay gio luon, hron qua lwon lai sinh gi6. Moi nguoi chi cam thAy miii thurong han
quang that hlem, it trén diémmdt chim tua d6 nhung lai gidng nhur to hdng, Poan Mdc Dung Tué quan 4o tring tuyét bi bao boi to hong, lai tua nhur
canh buém hd diép, thoai méi linh hoat, vo luén thin mAu vung nhur thé ndo, nhung ngay ca dai 4o clia héin ciing khong dinh ndi mot chit.

Ti ki qua may chiéu, mét théy minh chiém khong durgc thé thurong phong, khong khoi hét 1on mdt tiéng, ha xudng dem truong miu cam xudng san, tang
d4 trén san bj hén dam thing mot 1. Ti ki mot tay bt [y than méu, ca ngudi cu nhién dé ngang mau, day 1 mot tuyét chiéu khac —— dbi chidu luu van
chan. Poan Mdc biét 16 ngudi niy binh thuong trdm niic #t 1, chinh 3 Chung Nam Tir o v6 danh nhét, nhung truy ctru cong hre, ciing la Tar o vo
cong tham thity nhét, khong thé dua choi. Lap tirc hin khong dam loi 1ong, da thiy Ti Ki hai chan cép tdc huéng minh t6i, twa nhu banh xe, nhanh dén
Poan Moc Dung Tué dot nhién nhét 1én ba soi chi, dong tac dot nhién tré nén mém nhe tao nha, ngodn it cao cao nhéch 1én, moi nguoi chi cam théy tay
40 hdn phit qua mot c4i, nhung lai chura thiy rd hén ra tay nhur thé ndo , chot nghe Ti Ki thét In mot tiéng, hai chan bi cai phét tay kia diém huyét, hai
tay cting nhin khong dugc nira, theo Bic Pau dai miu té xubng,

Cu Tinh kinh hé mot tiéng;

“Nhi gé!”

Hén vot t6i, trude dem Ti Ki trd lai, cdi diu théy Khudn mit hin d8 md hoi lanh, khong khoi cam théy hoang so. TiKi cin rang thép giong noi:
'7’

“Paica...... Ngudi ndy dich thi phap cue ky b quéi. . . . . . Nguoi, cac ngwoi triim ngan can than!

C tinh khong kip n6i chuyén, lai nghe Tir dé ta Truong Phong cét cao giong néi: “Doan Moc cong tir hao tudn cong phu! Lio phu dén hoi thirong mot



hoil”

Boan Moc khong doi hén néi xong, trong tay 4o dot nhién bay ra hon muoi giai lua tréng, Té Trudng Phong sir dung doan dao, tir trude dén nay khong
am hi€u danh nhau cy ly xa, lp tirc chi cam thy trude it hua tréng loan phiéu, trong lc nhat thoi nhin khong 16 bong déang Poan Mgc Dung Tué,
khong khoi tire gidn, lap tirc vung than dao, dem chét nat lua trang. Chot nghe cti tinh quat to mot tiéng;

“Cén than phia sau!”

Hin chi cam thiy gay sau bi mdt ngén tay nhe nhing g5, ngon tay lanh 180, hin kinh hoang md héi lanh toét, phan thi mdt dao xudng, lai bd vao khoang
khong, Gigng n6i Poan Mdc Dung Tug bén tai lanh nhat noi:

“Chung Nam Ttr o, dimg tirc gian nhur thé.”

Té Trudng Phong thd doc vi kinh ngac, phia sau lung dot nhién cimg do, bi héin diém huyét, khong thé n6i mot 1oi.

Moi ngwoi théy héin khong dén mdt khéc thoai mai dbi pho Chung Nam Nhi o, nhét thoi so' hai, ai ciing khong dém khiéu khich. Cit Tinh huéng nhin
bon phia, da thay tat cd moi nguoi 1o vé e so, tham chi da co rat nhiu nguoi nhin co hdi vung trdm dao tau, so ciing Poan Mdc the gia phat sinh xung
dot. Han bui ngti thd dai:

“Doan Moc cong tir! Nguoi cong lire nhur vy, im gl con ham kia Thién thanh kiém quyét? Chi so khong qua mdt thang, toan b v 1am moi ngudi déu
biet duge I3 ngwoi Poan Moc Dung Tu¢ chiém Thién thanh kiem quyet, cho dui nguoi hom nay c6 kha nang roi khéi Lam Tuyen, khé bao toan ngay sau
6 thé toan than trg lai!”

Poan Moc Dung Tu¢ mim cuoi:

“Cu Io, ngucn giang 1}6, van I quang mmh 18i lac, ta n6i khong Iy 1a khong Ry. Cac I]gLI’O’l néu khong tin, ta ciing khong thé chimg minh. Dén khi ngay
Thién thanh kiem quyét thure xuat hién, thé sy vo thiong, ta va nguoi ciing khong the voi két luan. Nhur vay, ching ta co tir, ngay khac hitu duyén s&
Hén vira dirt 10i, lai nghe Ta Truong Phong hét I6n mot tiéng:

“Chinh 1a bay gio! Paica! Tamca!”

Poan Moc hoi kinh haii, chot thay trrdc mit t6i sam lai, ¢t Tinh dem than thé khong nhiic nhich ctia Ti Ki dyung Ién! Béc Pau dai miu danh xuéng, Poan
Mbc Dung Tué voi vang tranh, thira dip ndy khong duge, Cti Tinh vong ra sau héin danh toi.

Téap ngoc nhét thoi khong kip phan g, chi thdy hai ngudi kia dong thoi huong minh danh lai, nang ngay ca trong nhdy miét ciing khong kip nghi. Hai
ngudi ndy bat uin nguoi 130 ra tay, bon ho khong phai déi thi, hudng chi i hai nguoi cling tién 1én! Bén tai chi nghe dwoc Liru Van hoang so kinh ho,
nang toan than trong nhay Imt déu ctig ngiic lai, trong anh mét chi con hai nguoi kia, Cti Tinh Iong ban tay ip linh hong quang, con c¢6 Lyc Trong Nhin
co hd ban tay hudng thing mét nang,

Han Dy Trn gian dit, than hinh dong day lién nmubn ra tay, chot thfiy phia sau Tap Ngoc mt ngudi voi vang chay toi, hai tay dem nang 6m chét trong
long. Han hoang so dirng bude lai, chi nghe ngudi no lap bap, ngde nghéch kéu lén:

“Khong, khong duoc danh Tap Ngoc!”

La Niém Huong!

Ban dang doc truyén Thirong Hoa Tiéc Ngoc dugc tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Chuwong 16

Ct Tinh im sao dé y thang tiéu tir ngdc ndy, dii sao da mubn lam chuyén pﬁt it mit, cfing danh phai am toi Mit thiy Niém Huong dem Tap Ngoc
6m chit trong long, toan b phia sau lung khong c6 mot chit dé phong, han anh mt hung dc, huy chudng ding t6i mudi phan cong hre, chi mjt chirdng
chét ngay ap tirc hai nguoi!

Ai ngd ban tay vira cham vao lung ngbe tir kia, cam gidc tya nhu ding hét khi e lai danh vao mdt dém mém nhiin, hu khong mém mai, héin ding mudi
phan cong lie, the nhung trong nhay nit cling khong biét di cho nao!

Cu Tinh hoang hét, chi ndi ngudi ndy 1 gia ngdy gia dai, ching 1§ hin nguyén B mot cao tha? ! Hin voi vang thu chudng, hai chén lap tire nhay ra.
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Nhung ban tay Ifm lai nhur bi dinh chét vao lung Niém Huong, bt luan ding strc thé nao ciing khong rit ra duge. Cui Tinh chi cam thdy Iong ngue dai
chan, khi huyét cudn cudn, lap tirc sdc mit trang béch.

Mot bén Lyc Trong Nhin thiy dai ca than sdc quai di, m nhu dung du muroi phin cong luc, lai bt luan nhur thé ndo ciiing khong thu vé dugc, khong
khoi so hai, nhic chan huéng eo Niém Huong, da t6i, chi cam thiy d4 tring cai gi rit ctmg, theo huyét dao c6 cai gi do di lén, hén quat to mot tiéng, chi
cam thiy theo hai chin bt dau ngira vo cling, tht sy nhin khong duoc, o d4o hai bude, ngi xudng

Tét ca moi ngudi bi blen co nay lam s ngdly nguoi, Tap Ngoc ngac nhién nhin Niém Huong, da thy hén sdc mit tring béch, trén mit tran day vé so hii,
nurée miét trong hoc mit sap chay ra, nhung hai tay van 6m nang che chd, du thit nat xurong tan cling bao vé nang. Tap Ngoc so run tht lu sau, nhin
khong duogc ning tay mudn thay héin lau nurée mit, lai bi hén bét dwoc.

“Khong, khong dwoc danh Tap Ngoc! Mubn danh lén. . . . . . Lién dénh ta!”

Hin ca lamndi, 16t cuc khoc 1én. Ude chimg Cii Tinh kia ding hét toan Iy mot chudng lam héin bi thurong, méu tuoi theo khoe miéng chay xudng. Han
ho hai tiéng, 1ay tay lau khde mdi, gip tay 4o trén cd mau, d6i niit han cang nhu mo' ho.

“Ta...... Ta da chét! Tap Ngoc!”

Hép run giong ndi xong. Phun mot it miu twoi, mét hoang s, vira 16i bién ¢b that sw qua I6n, tit ca moi nguoi phan tmg khong kip chi nhin hén, cam thiy
budn cudi nhung nhicu hon 13 dang so.

Téap Ngoc rdt cuc gian tai mét , tir trong ngue 40 Jiy ra mdt cai binh ngoc nhod, dd 1én dng ban tay, vo tron vién thude. Nang dem vién thude nhét vao
miéng Niém Huong

“Cén nat nubt vao! Khong dugc noil”
Nang voi vang n6i, mdt bén than thit dt tay 1én bo ngwe hin, dem khi huyét truyén vio.

Niém Huong khéng dam phan khang, dem vién thubc cin nat, mét hin nhan lai, khd sé nhin Tap Ngoc, gidng nhu moi vira r6i khong phai hin ctru ning,
ma 1a pham sai 1am gi do.

Tap Ngoc hit mot ho, xiét chit ndm tay nhu vira muén ning héin vira thirong sot, nhung hé mdmra lai khong néi duoc gi. Nang bdng nhién 6m chat Ay
hén, nirc nd noi:

“‘Nguoi. . . ... Nguoi ln sau khong thé nhu vay! Ta thiéu chit nira bi ngwoi hit chét!”

Niém Huong van nhu cii khong dam n01 16 ndo, cti diu vudt toc nang, tuy réng ngue c6 mot chit dau, nhung hén hién tai mdt chut cting khong so, con
cam giac minh thyc diing cam. That tot qua, Tap Ngoc khong c6 bi ngudi danh! Han vui vé nghi .

Hai nguroi kia truée mét moi ngudi, Niém Huong la mot ngde tir, cur nhién khong hiéu gi, Tap Ngoc lai tir trrde dén nay uon kim theo y minh, méi méic
ké ngudi khac thay the nao. Moi nguoi chi cam thay hoang duong cuc ky, ai ciing khong dam noi cai gi. Boan Moc Dung Tué gom lai Ti Ki, Ta Truong
Phong bi diém huyét dao quy rap trén mt dat khong thé dong day, Cu Tinh bj trong thuong, Luc Trong Nhin khong biét ndi dién cai g, clr mai gii gai,
vira khéc wira cudi. Chung Nam Tir 3o tinh canh chat vat nhur the, that 1a khién moi nguoi khong ai dam tin.

Poan Mdc g bao tay xudng, nhin bdn phia, moi ngudi déu khong dam nhin théing héin, déu tranh di. Hén lanh Ring cuoi, chip tay ndi:

“Doan Moc Dung Tué céo tir. Con nhidu thoi gian, giang hd niii cao thity sau, cling chur vi hao kiét hiru duyén tai ngd!”

Lap tirc hin di dang trude, Tap Ngoc, Niém Hirong di & chinh gitra, Han Dy Trin che ché Luru Van boc hau, ndm ngudi nhur ¢ gitta chon khong ngudi,
ngang nhién ra khoi khach diem. Tiéu Pong Ngoc Dai da som thong minh cho xe & trude clra khach diém, wira thay cong ttr nha han binh an di ra, khong
khoéi vui nirg 1§ 13 trén nét mit, vira 14 ki€u ngao vira 1a bdi phuc.

Luru Vén khong phai nguoi tram tinh, vira moi trai qua tran chién kinh dong hon phéch, lién nhin khong dugc tréu gheo Ngoc Dai:

* Tiéu tir nguoi dung 1 ngoan! S& khong nghi t4i van nhét chiing ta d4nh khong lai nhitng ngudi d6, nguroi va xe ngwa xinh dep ndy ciing bi danh?”

Negoc Bii trong 16 mii hir mdt tiéng, tiéu dong nity cong phu ciing khong ¢6 bao nhiéu, ciing chira i 16n, chi B hoc tir chit héin tinh khi cao ngao muoi
phén, Iap tirc lanh nhat néi:

“Cong tir | ngdi no? Sao ¢6 the cing bon do dé 16 méing so do! Khong can ndi khéch diém niy toan d4m 6 hop, gip hon muoi lan, cong tir khong
can nhay it ciing ¢6 thé dbi pho! Ngwoi I ky nir thi hiéu cai gil”

Héin hién nhién khong hiéu céi gi goi  ky nit, chi | nghe cong tir ngdy d6 ndi tirc Lru Van, lién hoc, chi B n6i dap lai nang, Luru Vn mén mé miéng, 6
chit tirc gidn, dang muon ngao khi cting ticu dong nay dau vo mom, lai nghe Poan Mdc Dung Tu¢ lanh nhat néi:

“Ngoc dai, i ndy vé sau khong dugc néi. N6i nhur vay, ngudi ngoai nhin vao, con tudng i Poan Moc thé gia nhén y thé hiép nguoi.”

Ngoc Pai nhanh chong gt dau, hudng Luu Van am it quy, sau d6 quay dau di. Liu Van trimg niit nhin Poan Moc Dung Tug, déu i hdn khoi méo



trurde! Con gia bo cai gi! Con khong phai Ngoc Pai hoc tir tiéu tir nguroi sao ! Poan Moc Dung Tué khong cling nang so do, liéc nang mdt cai rdi mo
ctra xe cho bo Tap Ngoc cling lén.

Luru Van mdi vira 1én xe, con chira ngdi vao chd ctia minh, lai nghe trong khéch diém, Cui Tinh khan giong kéu lén:
“Nay. ..... Pay I kiéu cia ly hoa. . . . . . LuuLyhoa! Han. . . . ... Hién I ngudi Ngoc Phong? 17

Trong khach diém tléng ngudi 6n 4o, Boan Moc Dung Tué dong cira xe, khong dé y dén vé mat kinh so ctia bon ho. Ngoc Pai ding sirc vung ni tién,
€0 xe trang tuyet bat dau lan banh, chi choc 14t ién bien mat & goc duong,

Poan Moc thé gia qué nhién thé e thit 16n, ra khoi thanh lic nay, binh linh trong coi tham chi vira thily & xa déu hiéu ctia xe Poan Mdc, lp tirc tich
sang hai bén, mdt chiit nghi van cling khong cd, sau nguoi thudn loi ra khoi thanh.

Xe ngira di dugc nira ngdy, van trdm méc Han Dy Trin bong nhién mé miéng thip giong ndi:

“Tu Ma ¢6 nurong, bét luAn ngwoi c6 nguyén y hay khong, hién tai ngwoi ctng Niém Huong hai ngudi da gy thi phi trong giang hd. Niém Hurong thin
phan bi bai 16, chi so ngity sau s& c6 ngudi bung da khé hrdng nhéan co hdi tiép can, ngwoi can phai & phong nhiéu hon.”

Téap Ngoc nhe nhang vudt ve gay Niém Huong, hin udng thude i, dang ngi, ndm trén dii Tép Ngoc giéng tiéu cau dang duoc chi nhén cung mmg,
Nang tram miic mot hoi, mdi Anh damndi :

“Dling 1 nhur thé. Nguroi bung da khé hrdng khong phai sém xuét hién sao?””

Ning liéc mét nhin Han Dy Tran, lai liéc méit nhin thin thai ctia Boan Moc. Y tir ciia ning, wdc chimg ngu ngde déu co thé nhin ra.

Han Dy Trin cudi khd mot c4:

“Tai ha tuygt dbi khong c6 ddi véi céc ngwoi c6 y bét loi, Tur M ¢6 nuong khong tin, tai ha ciing khong ¢6 bign phap. Giang ho hiém éc, tai ha chinh
hi vong Niém Huong huynh than tri chura thanh tinh trong khoang thoi gian ndy, tam thoi & lai bén canh hdn bao vé hin théi. Pay cling 14 tai ha dap Gmg
cung chi.”

Thén tri chua khoi phuc. . . . .

Tap Ngoc bdng nhién khong mudn ni cai gl Mot nguroi nhu vay, so hai phai chét nhung cting {ruén ngan trd trude mit nang bao vé nang, rruén nghi toi
khi han quén minh s& nhur thé noa? Mubn nang sao c6 thé dem hét thay binh tinh doi dién voi than trimo ho cua han? Niém Huong dang dan dan thay
doi, ctr vi€e nang khong tin twong, Han da vo thirc xuat ra chiéu thire da hoc, lai ngay cang néi luu loat hon. Lic han trd vé 1am nguoi binh thuong, han
quén minh sao?

Nang nhin khong dugc ding stic bém vao mat Niém Huong dang ngi say, héin ca kinh co hd tré minh trén di ning, giéng mot tiéu ciu bi doa, lai cham
chamnhin nang. Tap Ngoc trimg mét nhin héin nira ngly, dot nhién cam gidc tinh tinh ny that ky la, ciing nhin khong duoc bat cudi lén. Niém Huong do
hdng mit, thiy nang cudi ngy tho, khong khoi thiy vui vé.

Hién tai rét t6t, nang nghi. Bt ludn hén vé sau c6 quén nang hay khong, nhung hién tai, déu 1 t5t dep. Khong biét turong lai nhur thé nio na danh nit
niem vui, dicu d6 khong dang,

Luu Van vach rem cira s0, gi mang hoi lanh thol to1 mat, da thy dai | dudng mo mit, phong nhén nhin thay mdt manh tuyet tréng, ddy nii nhép nhod, mién
man vo han, nhu mudn kéo dai dén cudi dat, tat ca moi ngudi cam thiy vui vé thoai mai. Udc chimg I tam tinh that tot, Luu Van nhe giong ht.

“Ludn luon 13 ban hitu, dit ly biét bon phurong, Ruou dién ca tich ché tir chdi nhidu Jn. Trude mét nii séng khong niém xa, hoa roi mura gié cang da
thurong xuan. Khong bang thirong thi nguoi trurde mat.”

Pay i mdt bai ca 0, Lru Van timg Ja hoa khoi & Diéu Hong phudng, tuy ring tai ¢6 han, nhung cling biét hat chit it. Moi ngudi chi cam théy thanh 4m
nang uyén chuyén, mém mai diu dang, ot cudc van Ia hoa khoi, tiéng ca lam tAm nguwroi cling say.

Tép Ngoc kinh ngac, trong dAu khong ngimg nhé k§ hai cau nayHoa roi mura g6 cang da thuong xudn, khong bing thuong thi nguoi trude mét” 'y Lai
nhin Niém Hirong, héin van chim chim nhin minh, khong ddm néi 10i nao. Trong thim tdm nang diu lai, ning tay thay hén sira sang toc, chi cam thay long
tran day cam khai, noi khong nén 104, chi ¢ thé ném chét tay Niém Hurong, hinh nhu ¢6 nhiéu diéu mubn n6i. Lai n6i Tap Ngoc khi rdi Lam Tuyén, xe
ngura chay hon murdi ngly, trén dudng ciing gip khong it dao tic cudp boc, cang vé sau cang 6 nhidu ngudi vo Am danh Kn, vong tudng trém Thién

thanh kiém quyét, déu b Poan Moc dung tué nhe nhang di pho. Poan duong iy di mau, khong mdt chit bién cb, ngay ca Tap Ngoc khong thé khong
thira nhén, ¢ Poan Mdc Dung Tu¢ dong hanh, qua nhién rat thuan tién.

Téi Lac Duong hém do, troi d tuyét 16n, trude cira thanh tu tip vo sb nguoi mudn ra khoi thanh, nhat thoi khong vao duoc.
Luu Van cho ¢én nham chén, trd minh trong boc quﬁn 40 day, mot mét hoi Tap Ngoc:
“Pay | miy thang roi? Ching ta di duoc hai thang chua?”’

Tap Ngoc con chua téi kip tinh, Poan Moc Dung Tu¢ lainh damnoi :



* Hai muroi tam thang murdi hai, con hai ngiy nita tron ba muroi. Noi ndy ¢6 rét nhiéu ngudi mudn vio thanh mua hang tét.”
Luru Van 1t lich, qua nhién 1 hai muroi tam thang mudi hai. Nang cuoi dai nging Ién dau nhin Tap Ngoc:

“Nhanh qua! Chiing ta cing mua hang tét ¢6 duge khong??”

Tap Negoc thdy nang hai nit sang ruc, biét i khong déap (g ciing khong dugc, gat dau:

” Puge, doi vao thanh, ching ta tim khéch diém trude, sau d6 di ra ngoai mua chit hang tét. Toi ba muroi mugn chi quén ci phong bép, ta mudn
thuong thirc mén cé chua Tay HO cua nguoi.”

Luru Van muroi lam tudi trude kia & Diéu Hong phurdng lim nha d"?lu lam viée 1t vat 6 phong bép, ditheo dai sur phu hoc nghé. Sau lai cing Tap Ngoc

ket bai, nhat thoi cao himg, lim mot ban ruou va thire dn. Ho6 1a lan dau tién ciing 1a duy nhat mot lan Tap ngoc hudng qua tai nghé cia nang. Luu Van
ngudi nay, néu thich bat churde cai gi déu bat chude duoe. Tuy rang bat chude lam tho hoi hoa lich sur tao nhé nay no khong dugc, nhung niu com thi
that tot, nau mot bita com, ngay ca Tap Ngoc thurdng quen son tran hai vi thicu chit nita dem dau ludi can. Viée d6 sau nay van bi Luu Van tréu dua.

Luu Van cuoi néi:

“Ta lién biét nguoi nhé throng dim ca chua Tay H, thoi, bon tiéu thu con ¢6 rét nhidu tay nghé s& iy ra! Hom nay khién cho nguoi thuong dul”

Han Dy Tran Bc diu nd nu cudi:

“Hai vi ¢6 nurong wée chimg khong biét, Poan Moc huynh & Lac Duong ¢6 phii. Lac Duong ciing 1 pham vi ctia Boan Moc thé gia. Néu tit ca moi
nguoi dén day, sao co thé khong cho han lam 6ng chi? Ta nghi khdng nén chen chiic & khach diém, biét phtt Poan Mc huynh thoai méi, ta van con nhé

~ 9

10.

N6i xong héin nhin thoang qua Poan Mdc Dung Tug, hai ngurdi déu nhé nim dé ciing nhua udng ruou, coi nhur tin vat quen biét nhau.

Poan Moc Dung Tué nd ny cuoi, hén tuy réng binh thurong lanh nhur bang, cudi rd én lai 6n nhu dep nit. Hin cudi noi:

“Hay i Han huynh con tinh gibng ba niim trude, tréo twong vung trom vao nha kho ctia ta ubng nrou?”

Hai nguroi cuoi ha ha, Han Dy Tran nhin vé mit khong hiéu ctia Luru Van gii thich: “Ba nam tru6ce day, ta t61 Lac Duong lim viéc, trén duong danh mit
tlen, bung déi kéu vang. Bémdé vira van dén biét ph cia hén, 1ién mudn di vao tim chit d6 n. Ai ngd nha bép héin mot chit nu6e s khong co, chi
hdmruou, lic Ay ta tudng khong tot, di vao mdt céi nha rugu, xui xéo! Pang dinh dira ngoal, hen gip duoc Poan Moc huynh ngbi ¢ Trung Dinh udng
ruou, trén ban c6 d6 nhdm Hin thiy ta khong kinh ngac, chi git cai ban, ndi mdt ciu “ ngdi xubng di, ngudi t6i 1 khach. Ciing ta udng mot chén.

Vi thé chiing ta lién quen, chén diéu d4u tién Ay 1 Tric Diép Tha

Poan Méc Dung Tué néi:

” Bung ciia nguroi ké, ta déu nghe duoc. Liic &y da ngh fai c6 mot cao thi nghéo tling nhu thé, ai ngdr nguo t6i, cur nhién khong khéch khi, ngdi xubng,
demrugc quy Tric Digp Thanh ctia ta mdt hoi udng hét.”

Han Dy Tran nhin v& phia Tap Ngoc, 6n nhu ndi:

” Thé ndo? Moi nguoi di cing Boan Moc huynh téi biét phit ming I niim moi di.”

Téap Ngoc khong biét noi sao ¢4, nang nhin Luru Van, lai nghi nira ngaty, moi ni:

» Bép nha ngwroi mdt chit nude soi ciing khong ¢6, phong chimg ciing khong mubn muron ngudi, ching 18 ching ta mubn Ky ruou im com tit nién?”
Poan Moc Dung Tué nhéch Ién khée miéng, néi nho:

“Tuy vua su dung.”. . . . .
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“A! Ta muon thit heo sira!”
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”Nay, mon an ¢ day c6 vé moil”

“Con ¢6 thit hoding khong! Ta suy nghi lim nhur thé ndo. . . . . ”

Luru Van strc song mudi phén, lgn qua mudi my céi quy hang truée, bong dang hong diép nhur cénh budm khong biét mét moi. Phia sau nang Han
Dy Tran bé mot dong hang hoa, han dé méc Liru Van toan loan chay di mua, Tap Ngoc ciing khong néi g, nang cing Niém Huong hai ngudi trén tay
ciing da day hang héa.

Mit théy Luu Van lai bt diu mua loan, con mua thém hai can thit bo, Tap Ngoc 1t cuc nhin khong dugc thé dai:

“Nguwoi 6 phéi tinh dem tat ca sap déu mua lai? Ching ta chi B an mt bira com tit nién ma thoi!”

Luu Vén dic ¥ phe phiy ngon tay:

“Nguoi qua nhién céi gi cting khong hiéu. Ta mbi loai chi mua mdt chit, Bmra cting chi duoc mdt dia th6iNéu c6 nhiéu qua, ciing chi dugc mdt bat lon.”
Han Dy Tran cudi noi:

” Luru Vén ¢ nuong ndi rét diing, mudn trom tat chit, kho tranh khoi phong phi 1 hon. Nhung néu ctr di mua, ching ta phai mudn xe ngyra moi ¢6 thé

tror Ve,

Luru Van 16t cyc phat hién, quay dau nhin ba ngudi bon ho trén tay dy hang héa, ba ngudi, ba anh méit, ngdly ngde nhin nang, hién nhién ai ciing khong
hy vong nang lai mua nita. Nang nhay nhay mat, nd nu cudi ngot ngao:

“Vay dugc r6i! Mua trude nhiéu nhu vay!”
Nang vd v0 tay, thoai mai m xoay ngudi roi di.

i chura t6i hai bude, mdt khdi 14 sen bao Jy thit suon lién ném téi dAu nang, Luu Van quat to mot tiéng, quay dAu, da thiy tip ngoc con tinh dem rau
dén trong tay ném lai:

” P8 ta cAm! Mudn huoi ha? Khong ¢6 cira dau!”

Nang lanh liing n6i. Luru Van khong so troi khong so dat, chi so Tap Ngoc phat hoa, nang min mé miéng, dang throng cam thit va do an lén.
Han Dy Tran tinh tinh ga Einglép tirc 6n nhu ndi:

” Pé ta cim, Luu Van ¢6 nurong, Puong tuyét tron, ngwoi khong biét vo cong, cam theo nhiéu thir d& nga.”

Luu Vén lap ttre khong chit ndo xau hd dem vé phia Han Du Tran. Tap Neoc tho dai:

“Nguoi chiéu ning ta, nha dau kia khong biét dén sur vat va ctia nguoi dau .”

Han Dy Tran mim cudi, ciing khong dé v.

Boan Moc Dung Tué xdy biét phu ¢ phia béc thanh Lac Duong, dau tién nhin qua cling khong xuat ching, ciing gidng nhu nha gach binh thudng, nhung
biét phii ctia héin ¢6 turong bao quanh vitng chéc, toan bd thinh miu tréing, nhin qua khong nhiém mot hat bui. Nguoi giang| hd déu lén h’uyen miéng nhau
Poan Moc Dung Tué 1 mdt ngudi thich sach s& , thim chi ngay ca nguoi khéc ding qua bat dia ciing mudn dat vo, nhur thé xem ra tin dén khong phai
VO céan ctr.

Lam ngudi ta ngac nhién 1, trong biét phu nay mot nguoi héu ciing khong 6, tréng r513g, Nhung bén trong cling séng sua sach s&, sach s& khac thuong.
Luu Van vao dén phu da cam thay lanh, hén trong phu bat luén 1a khach phong, ctra déu dugc lam bang da mau den tuyén, trén tuong phong rat it trang
trl, nhung & tiéu sanh trén turong treo khong it vii khi.

Tép Ngoc da quen mét v6i pha quy, Poan Moc biét phi tuy ring rt 1o, lai khong xa hoa, thdm chi ¢6 thé ding tir trdng rong, lanh ling, chat phéc aé
16i, diéu ndy ciing im cho nang cam thy ky la. Bit qua ngam]alDoanMoc Dung Tué chinh 3 mdt ngudi lanh nhur bang, tha tir truée dén nay déu
khong cam xtic, phong cach nhur vay ¢ 18 thich hop vi héin.

Bon ho 6 Boan Méc biét phu ngdi mot h61, cam thiy d4 roi xa on o ndo dong, im lang cuc ky. O trong pht hin rét nhiéu cdy cbi, mia dong, mat trén_
tich day tuytt, 1 dep khac thuong. C6 the twdng twong mau xanh la long lanh trong tuyét roi. Boan Moc Dung Tué vao phu ciing khong bict tron di cho
nao, d€ Ngoc Dai phan phé bon ho tiy y. Vi thé bon Tap Ngoc lieend quyét dinh di cho mua chit hang tet, lam bita com tat nién.

“Nghe néi trong nha Poan Mdc c6 that nhiéu ruou, ciing khong biét ¢6 Thiéu Hung nit nhi hong khong? Ding cai ndy dé 1am dd an, khong thé 5t hon .”
Luu Vén nhanh bude & phia trrde, nhe nhang bude qua mdt dam tuyét, vui vé noi .

Han Dy Tran cuoi noi:



 Tét nhién ¢6. Luru Van ¢6 nurong khong biét, Poan Moc huynh & trén giang hd hoi ¢ chit quéi danh. Nt boi vi héin vo nghé siéu quén, thr hai han
cng voi nguoi khong dé ket giao, tam cling 1a boi hin 1 nguoi ¢6 tiru luong khong ai bang. Lac Duong biét phu trong ham ngam, chi ¢6 ruou nguoi
chura tirng nghe qua, khong ¢ ngwoi tim khong thay . Khong can n6i Thiéu Hung nit nhi hong, rrou nho Ba Tu ciing ¢6 nhicu ching loai.”

Luu Van tron tron cap mfl,:

“Nguoi i néi ci loai méu hdng , udng 1én dén vira chua lai ngot sao? Cai loai ky la d6 hin ciing c6?”

Nang Iic 1am hoa khoi, ¢6 mdt lan tiép quan 1on mdi c6 phiic ném thir mot miéng! Poan Moc nguoi ndy, xa xi di qua!

Tap Ngoc Ianh damnoi :

“Ruou nho c6 giky la ? Ta thiy ching d& udng, ching gibng Tric Diép Thanh mat lanh dong long nguoi.”

Luru Van quay dau huéng nang im céi nit quy, vénh lén miéng noi;

“Nguoi 1 dai tiéu thu nha & tudng, cur nhién khong ky la miy thir nay! Dau giéng thuong dan ta, chira thdy quen mt, ky la mdt chut ciing khong
duoc?”

Nang n6i viy, khong dé y tuyét dudi chan, lao dao mot cdi, thiéu chut nita trurot chan. Nang chi cam thay ba vai dong vao cdi gi d6, bén tai nghe duoc
mot tiéng nit tir thip giong, con kém theo vai tiéng nam tir quat Ion. Luu Van ning tay 1én, khong biét bt dugc mbt cai g, 16t cuc 6n dinh thén thé.

Al g vai nang bdng bi ai d6 bat, sau d6 mdt giong ndi tram thip nghiém nghi vang lén:
» Nguoi di dwong lam sao vay? Pung nguoi ta khong xin 16i? 1

Luru Van tdp trung nhin, phat gidc tinh thé cAp bach da bam ly khén ciia ai d6, con  nguoi dang bit lay nang I6n tiéng chat van, 1 mdt nguoi nam tir tré
tudi, may rAm mt to, rit c6 anh khi. Ngwdi no vira thy it Luu Van, gidt minh, vén dang mudn chi trich lai khong néi duoc gi

Luu Van ctii du xin i

“Thét ¢ 161! That sy xin 11! Ta nhét thoi tinh thé cAp bach mbico thé. . . . .. Céinay. ... .. Nay, tra lai cho céc nguoi. . . . . . ”

Nang dem khin bi minh tim dura ra, ai ngdy d6i phurong ciing khong dén ly, nhin nang chinh i giéng nhur thiy quy maf ding sing.

”Nay. . .... ”

Nang ngly dai hoi, moi phat giac bén ngu6i nam tir con mdt ¢6 gai mic 4o hoa, trén dAu nang doi mii Iua, trén mat che cai khan that dai da bi nang lam
rach, 10 ra mot cai camtring Cach ci khian che mit, Luu Van thiy khong rd mét miii cta nang, chi cam thdy nang nhin minhchiim chim, 4nh it séang
quéc, khong biét i ¢ y gi.

“Luu Van? Lam sao vay?”

Tép ngoc da di t6i, tinh dem Luu Van ddy di phia sau, lanh Ring nhin nam tir m6i chit vn nang, Luru Van nhe giong ndi:

“La 16i ctia ta, dung vao ngudi, con dem tim khiin che mit ctia ngudita. . . .7

Nang gio 1én doan khin trong tay, chi cam thiy nang kia con nhin minh, ciing khong n6i chuyén, cam thay khong khoi ky quai.

Téap Ngoc dem ci khin che mit dira t6i, trAm giong ndi:

“Ty ty cuia ta am viéc c6 16 miing chit, ciing tai duong tuyét tron, ning khong biét v& cong, kho tranh khoi truot nga. ic tdi céc vi, kinh xin khong can
cung nang so do.”

Nam tir kia chinh 1 trimg niit nhin Lwu Van, ciing khong nhan c4i khin che miit, mot 1t sau, hiin m6i Am bam néi:

Nang kia bong nhién 6n nhu n6i:

“Khodng c6 viée g, ciing I ching ta khong ding, khong chi y ning té xudng, khong nang lén.”

Thanh 4m ctia nang nhu hoa giéng nhur tiéng tiéu, nhung 1 néu can thin nghe qua, nang tira ho 1 dang dé nén céi gi, dén ndi giong ndi run nhé nhe.
Nang chim rai nang tay, nhan cai khin che mt, Tap Ngoc chi cam thy anh nang chiéu vao ong tay, trong sudt khac thuong, muroi dau ngon tay tinh &,

khong khoi mim cudi. Mudn ndi nit tir tinh t&, nang gip qua khong it, Liru Van chinh la mot dai my nhan, nlnmgkhongglongrﬂnr nit tir Ay, toan than
trén dudi toét ra van nhi on nhu, im ngudi ta khong thé khong hru huyén, chi mot doi tay khién cho nang co hd ngay nguoi.



. Néu khong ¢6 viée g, ching ta cdo tir.”

Téap Ngoc nhe nhang n6i, nang i du Véinit tir trude mit, kéo Luu Van xoay nguoi roi di. Trong bung nang cling khong khoi to md, xung quanh ning
ta ¢6 vai nam tir, chi so' déu la cao thi, 16t cude 1 ngudi & dau t61? Trong lic nhét thoi, Tap Ngoc dot nhién nghif ra gianh hd dai my nhén phai trao cho
ngudi ndy, khong thé 14 ai khac.

Nhung chura t6i hai bude, nang kia bong nhién dudi theo, bat dugc tay 4o Lru Van, twa hd voi vang mubn néi cai gi, sau mot lic iu mGi noi:
“Coénuong, . . ... Neguoi 2 nguoi phuong nao? Xin thinh gidao phurong danh?”

Luu Vén thit sy khong thé trdng duge nang c6 thé hoi minh, ngoan ngodn tra 1oi:

“Ta la nguoi SonbPong, . . . .. Ta goi la Luu Van, ¢6 nuong nguoi. . 77

Nang kia nhe nhang 161 kéo tay 4o minh, theo ly ngu01 xa la lam vay thét 1a vd duyén, nhung khong biét vi sao, Luru Van lai khong tlﬁy vay. Nang vira
thay nang kia, trong long con ¢ cam giac than thiet, giong nhau quen bict da lau.

Nang kia hai tay run nhé nhe, hién nhién dang cuc I dé nén cam xtic, nang nhe giong noi:

“‘Nguoi. . . ... Nguoi goi ta 1a ¢6 nrong? Ta khong con tré nhu vy . . . . . . Nguoi, ngrroi nim nay c6 phai hay khong tron murdi bay? Nguoi. . . . . . la
sinh vao thang sau. . . . . . 7

Luru Vén thy nang cang ngiy cang kich dong, khong khoi ngac nhién noi:

“Ta 3 tron muoi bay. . . . . . Nhung ta khong biét minh sinh thang méy. Nguoi 1 ai? Mubn hoi ta gi chir?”

Nang kia ciing khong néi, sau mdt lic 1u, Liru Van hodng s¢ phat gidc murdc mét ctia nang chay xuéng trén guong mit, lam udt cai khan che mat. Trong

]uc nhét thoi, nang cung Tap Ngoc déungay ngudi, khong biét nén lim sao bay gio. Nam tir kia thip giong an ti, Tap Ngoc nghe bon hin goi nang phu
nhAn, nghif riing ¢b gai nay chi so ciing khong tré tudi, im sao ¢6 thé mdt minh ra khoi nha?

Nang kia lau mr6e nit, mién cudng cudi noi:

“Thét 6 101, gio tuyét qua Iom, ta khoc lam céc vi ché cuoi. Ta. . . .. . Ta thiy c6 nurong 16n Ién giéng mot ¢d nhan, cho nén nhin khong duge hoi nhiéu
chit. C6 nuwong dirng hoang hot.”

Nang budng tay ra, nhung ai ciing ¢6 thé nhin ra nang luu uyén khong roi, anh ¥t tinh t& van nhin Liru Van, 4nh mit kia rat phirc tap, doan khong ra
bén trong ham nghia gi.

Nang quay dau huéng nam tir noi:
“Ching ta ciing nén di tr& vé, o gia & khach diémcho dd fau. . . . . . ”
Nang quay dau lai liéc mét Luu Van mdt cai, nhin thit Ju, moi xoay nguoi roi di.

Luru Van kinh ngac nhin nang bién mét & goc duong, trong 1ong ciing khong biét 1 cam giac gi, d6 1 nudi tiée u? Ky quai, nang cur nhién d6i voi nit tir
lan dau tién gip mit sinh cam giac thén thiét, trir Tap Ngoc, nang con chura bao gio nhu vay!

» Luru Van? Nguroi im sao vay? Chiing ta tr6 vé di! Troi dang chuan bi toi!”

Téap Ngoc nhe nhang dy ning mdt phen, Luru Van nhur & trong mong mdi tinh, “Nha” mdt tiéng, xoay nguoi roi di.

Han Dy Tran khong néi mot 11, nhin theo huréng nguoi vira di suy nghi

Mot than y phuc tim, ddu d6i khéin che mit, con c6 trén ngudi ning tan mt ra hwong la. Co gii nay, khong phai la ngu6i Van Nam Ngii Thanh son trang
chtr ? Sém nghe n6i chi nhan Ngii Thanh son Trang, cudi mdt cai my nhén tuyét séc, my nhan tuyét sac kia con khong phai ngudi Trung Nguyen, ma k
cai dong doi man nit, viéc ndy tirng & trén giang ho ¢d vo so 101 don.

Nighe n6i Ngii thénh trang chii déi vi néty tan phu nhén F gin nhur sting nich yéu thurong, binh thirong rdi son trang déu mudn my nhan di cing. Néu thit |
bon ho, bon ho dén Lac Duong, 1a vi céi gi? Hay Ia thin phin Ni¢m Huong trén giang ho da hru truyén? La vi Thién thanh kiém quyét?

Hén nhu thé ndo ciing nghi khong théng, Luru Van & phia trude 16n tiéng goi hén:
“Han Dy Tran! Ngwoi con dimg ddy, com chiéu s& khong phén cho ngwoi 1”

Han cudi cudi, quén di, trude it et vui vé trude da!
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Chuong 18

Luu Van thuong ndi chinh minh ba diéu dang kiéu ngao: mt c6 cai xinh dep, hai co ban tot tri tim, ba c6 cai tai nghé phi pham. Nang con ¢6 tam dai
tiéc: mot than theé khong rd, hai khong vo thudt, ba chura ¢6 phu quan.

Tuy rang tl ba nudi nang nang thé son sit ndi ning nguyén quan Son Dong, nhung ¢ Diéu Hong phuong ciing khdng phai khong co Son DPong nir ti, ai
ciing déu da tring cao keu, 16i chuyén manh bao bang bang, khong gidng nang chit nao. Tap Ngoc timg n6i khudn nang mit thanh t0, khong gidng
ngudi Son Pong, hoi gidng ngudi Giang Nam, nhung lai ciing khong giéng nguoi Giang Nam & céi chd khi chat chan that nhur véy.

Luru Van ciing phién ndio mot thoi gian, nghi dén dau dau cing khong hiéu, vi sao cha me dem minh ban di k§ vién. Péy 1 c6 1in cling t ba tin gau
chuyén phiém, nang v ¥ n6i kén, chi n6i khi 6 nang con cudn ta, mjt nam tr 6mnang, ding mudi luong bac dem nang ban cho Digu Hong phuong. Cu
thé hoi nam tir kia dung nhan ra sao, t0 ba chi noi hén n6i giong Son Pong, khong kip nhin hinh dénh, cam tién lién nhanh di. Gap ding ndm méit mia han
héan, that sy khong thé dem ban nit nhi m6i dén, vi thé thu nhan Luu Van, két qua nang qua thét xau xi, con khi so voi nang con dep hon rmy phan, taba
danh cho nang lim nha hoan phy viéc. Ai ngd nang murdi im tudi thay d6i hoan toan, mdi An ndi dén viée ndy, t ba lién khong nhin duoc kéu phuc, néu
khong phai ngay d6 dung lic nhin Luru Vén vira phoi 40 vira hat, chi so' Diéu Hong phurdng hom nay ciing khong c6 danh niin Giang Nam Giang Hong
hoa tién.

“Nay, chang 18 nam tir kia khong lru cho ta cai tin vat nio sao? Ty nhu bir thur, khuyén tai ngoc gi d6! Mu my, khong phai 1 nguoi tham tai vung trom
thu lai chir?”

Luru Van ngiy d6 hoi nhur vy ta ba, két qua doi lai nhidu cai phét tat, t ba gian dir noi:

“Nguoi coi o nurong la nguoi nao? ! Lan 1on hon nira doi ngudi, loai chuyén thét dirc o mrong ¢6 bao gior lam? ! N6i cho nguoi bié't, gl ciing khong
co6! Cha nguoi khong dtrc da bo nguoi laima chay. . . . . . Hur, ngwoi muon manh ta 16t con ¢ lai? Lan khac ta dua cho nguoi. Nha daukia. . . . . . ”

Nang bi méng, thiy ngay hém sau t ba lién phéi nguoi dua t6i mt khoi vai irach, rat cii ky, vO cing ban , tuy nhién c6 thé nhin ra do I to lya rit tot
mau tim nhan nhat, mong hng, giong nhur ¢ mdt tAng méiy bao phit. Céi méu dy, cing cai khan che mét ctia nir tir gip trén duong hom nay niu séc
gidngnhau. . . . . .

Luru Van bong nhién kéu dau mbt tiéng, trén tay run Ién, dao ct vao tay ning, Nang kinh ngac nhin ngén tay chéy mau, chi cam thiy trong long tim dap
thinh thich, khong 3 tai sao minh ]a1 dot nhién nhé t6i chuyén cli nam xura. Nélrng somda quén, tru’oc day khl ¢d don ao tu(’{ng cha me minh 14 quan Ion,
s€ ¢6 lic cho xe nga sang trong dén d6n minh. Sau lon hon mot chit cam thay thire v6 cén ct, licn mo ho cdm han phy mau sinh ra nang nhung lai
khodng nubi nang, Cho t6i bay gio, nang co ho rot cudc khdong muon nhic dén chuyén cha me. Vi sao, homnay lai cdm thay khong yén?

” Luru Vén, im sao nguoi lai khong can than?”

Vira rira xong d6 an, Tap Ngoc thdy nang trén tay bi dao cdt c4i 16 hong Ion, mau tiroi chay rong, nang ciiing dang ngin ngudi, khong khoi chay nhanh di
to1 :

“C6 dau hay khong? Thai do an ciing ¢6 thé cit tdi tay, ngwoinha. . . . ”
Nang cho vét thuong vao miéng, cAm lai, sau d6 lﬁy lua c4n than bang bo lai.
Luru Van kinh ngac nhin néng bang bo miéng vét thwong, dot nhién ndi nho:
“Tap Ngoc, nguroi xem mt clia ta, cam thiy gidng ngurdi noi nio?”

Téap Ngoc khong thé tuong duge nang khong dau khong dudi hoi mdt cau nhur vay, nghi nang diia gion céi g, lién ra vé dimg dén nging lén nhin ning sau
mit Nic 1Ay, curdi noi:

“Nguoinha, g10ng ngudi phurong nam. Nhung nhét dinh khong phai Giang Nam, du sao ta cam thiy cho nguoi khong giong nguroi Son Pong, Nha ciia ta
trude kia co nhiéu nha hoan Son Pong, ngudi ngudi déu cao 1on, khong gibng tiéu tir nha ngudi bé cai b giy. .

Nang bong nhién dirng lai, boi vi Liru Van 16 ra vé nghiém chinh, nang nghi nira ngity, mdi thd dai noi:

“‘Quanhién. .. ... Chi s¢ my my 6 mdt sb viee khong mudn n6i cho ta biét. Ngubi no, Qhét dinh khong phai cha ta. Tap Ngoc, nguoi noi ta khong phai
nguoi Son Pong? Nguoi ta déu co cha e, ta lai khong ¢6, co doi khi nhé téi thay thit bat cong, . . . . . ”

Téap Ngoc thiy thin khi 4u sdu todt ra trén mit ning, nhin khong dugce nhe nhang sd so téc ciia nang, on nhu ndi:
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“Nguoi chinh 1 ngwroi, than thé 6 gl trong yéu . Cho dii cha me ngwroi khong 16, nguroi van 1 Liru Van, khong c6 gi thay dbi. Nguoi dimg suy nghi qua
nhiéu

Luru Van nhin vai:

“Ciing dng, muén thir nay that cling khong phai. Chinh la, hom nay trén duong gip duoc nang kia, trong 1ong dot nhién cam gidc dwoc ¢ chit cam khai
thoi. Nang ndi ta 1on Ién gidng cd nhan, c6 thé nang biét phu miu ta?”

Tap Ngoc trong dau hién ra doi tay trang mudt 6n nhu ctia néng kia, cling khong biét nén noi céi gi. Nang kia phuc sirc hoa my, 1i noi cao nha, khi do
tat nhién 1a bat pham, chi s¢ khong phai ngudi quan phi, ma 13 mdt theé gia phu nhan trén gianh ho. Luu Van ciing ngudi nhu vy ¢d quan hé gi dau?

Luu Véan bdng nhién hi hi cudi, xoay nguoi nhit dao n, ding sdng dao vd vd dau ¢ ctia minh, cudi ndi:

“Khong nghi nira! Dé nguroi budn rdu vé6i ta khong phai rdi! Puoc rdi, d6 dn déu rira xong rdi, nguoi ¢6 thé & lai hodc di ra ngoai. Ta mudn bt dau thé
hién than tha !”

Nang n6i nhanh, bt dau lam, dong tac nhanh nhen thuan thuc. Tap Ngoc bdi phuc nhin nang danh gia cao thfipﬂ, ngon lira say mé khong ngirng bing
chdy. Nang nhin khong duoc nhé t6i lie trude vira cing Niém Huong bo tron chét vat, nang trude kia 1 dai ticu thu murdi dau ngon tay khong phai lim
viée gl, nhung 1 nguroi cling khong thé khong an com di, ciing khong thé mdi ngiy di vao quan n, bon ho khong c6 nhiéu tién nhur vAy. Vi thé danh phai
chinh minh lam, thuong xuyén I3 hai nguoi bi hun khéi , sau d6 d6 an lic méin lic nhat, thdm chi khong chin.

Nghi t6i nhitng thir nay, Tap Ngoc khong nhi duoc bi thirc &n cau dan. Bén ndy Luu Van dang lam vai mon do an.

Cira phong bép dot nhién truyén t6i giong néi ctia Han Dy Tran:

“Thom qué! Luru VAn ¢6 nrong quéa nhién hao thii nghé! Lam c4i gi diy?”

Hén mim cudi hoi, di dén. Luu VAn voi vang tré minh c4, ciing khong quay dau lai noi:

“Néu dén day, thi gitp di! Nhanh di tim Doan Moc Dung Tué Ky Thiéu Hung nit nhi hdng! Ta Bp tirc mudn ding”

Khong ngd giong n6i lanh nhat ctia Boan Moc Dung Tu¢ vang lén bén canh:

“Céi binh thir ba bén tay trai [ Thiéu Hung nir nhi hong tot nhat.”

Luru Van kinh ngac quay dau nhin qua lan khoi, chi théty hai ngwoi di t6i, Han Dy Tran khong khéich khi ding chiéc dia gip mot miéng th tréu, nham nhi,
anh mit sang ngoi, cudi noi:

“Ta that phuc. Luu Van ¢ nuong thit khdng phai dang khoac lac.”

Luru Van dic ¥ nd iy cudi, vung céi xéng noi:

» Vé van, ta Luru Van 1 loai nguoi nao! Poc sach vé tranh tuy ring khong duoc tt Eim, nhung ndu dn khong nhidu ngudi qua duoc ta.”

Poan Mdc lanh nhat noi:

“Cho nén nguroi tir nho da ménh vat va.”

Luru VAn ngan ngim noi:

“Ding, ta ménh vat va. Pai thiéu gia nguroi néu thich, lién roi di! Gap niit nguoi ta thit mit himg!”

Han Dy Tran cudi hoa giai, vai ngudi & phong bép n6i mdt hdi lau nhan thoal, khong dén mdt canh gio, tht ca do an déu da ]amxong Biét phti Boan
Moe Dung Tué cur nhién khong ¢6 mbt nguoi ndo, khong c6 mot cai ban dé ngudi ta an com, moi ngudi chi cé thé dem thire an dt Ién tang d4 Ion &
TergDmh, Poan Mdc lai tir kho ruou layhalrblnhlonbe Hoa trang, vira mo ra, mii rugu xong vao miii. Han Dy Tran henthanhtantlnrongruoungon,
thay bon nguoi rét rugu. Niém Hurong ngiri thay hirong, bung [én uong mot hdp 1on, Idp tire mit may sang sta lai c6 bd dang hanh phiic khién Tap Ngoc
nhin mdt cach ngac nhién,

Lic ndy tréing da kn giita Trung Dinh, ban ngdy trdi tuyét nhidu, néim nguoi déu choang do khodc, ubng ruou ding bita ngim trang thuong tuyét. Hinh
nhur [ vi dnh trang sang qua, bau troi mau lambao la giong nhur mot khoi thiy tinh, chicu dén mau tuyét, nhu hoa vao d6. Luu Van bung ly ruou, chi
cam thay chung quanh im Iing cuc ky, chi co tiéng dong ctia chau than giti am chan, khdng khoi thé dai:

“Noi ndy rat an tinh. O trong niy nghi ngoi mot chit thit ra thoai mai, nhung & Ay, nguoi kho tranh khoi trd nén ¢6 tich quéi di.”

Han Dy Tran cudi ndi:

“Luru Van ¢6 nurong am diéu gi?”



Luru Van vn khong ¥ ttr kia, nghe héin n6i nhur vy, ¢6 tinh né ny cudi:
» Cir cho I thé di”

Poan M¢c Dung Tu¢ lanh nhat néi:

“Ngudi pham nhan ham mé lac thi.”

Luru Van mén mé miéng, dang mudn phan bac, chot nghe noi cira chinh truyén dén tiéng dap cira. TAt c4 moi ngudi stmg sot, bay gid, tai sao ¢ thé ¢6
nguoi dén? Huong chi noi day lai 1a Poan Mdc biét phi.

Poan Moc khong dtmg déy, bung ly ruou cit cao giong noi:

“Poan Moc Dung Tué khéng vui bi nguoi quiy ray, moi trd vé di.”

Thanh 4m ctia hén tuy ring khong cao, lai trung khi murdi phan, van truyén dén ngoai cira 16n, ranh mach.
Mét Iat sau, mdt thanh Am trAm trémvang lén:

“Ngii Thanh son Trang trang chii TAn md t6i bai kién Poan Moc Tam cong tir, dém khuya qudy ray that sy xiu hd, nhung Bo phu qua that c6 chuyén
quan trong muon nho. Kinh xin cong tr md ctra.”

Han Dy Trén ciing Poan Mdc sic it déu bién ddi, Ngii Thanh son trang néy danh hao trén giang ho dai doc, chi co doc, tham chi trong son trang thin
thé bat clr ngudi nio cfmgkhﬁngﬂlétl‘lyt’iénchamvéo, tréngiz}nghétré]aichpNgﬁHﬁnhsontrangnﬁtcéitglcxung Oc har 0
gia cling Ngii Thanh son trang tir trudc dén nay khong cling xudt hién, nirde gieng khong pham nurde séng, hom nay trang chil [on nhat cur nhién lai toi,
16t cude 1 co y gi?

Han Dy Tran mo o biét duge mdt t, hén nhin Doan Moc mot ci, hai ngudi démg diy di md cira, con lai Luu Van cing Tap Ngoc hai ngwoi khong
hi€u ra sao, khong bict dén day Ia dai nhin vét nao.

Mot lat sau, da thiy di theo phia sau Doan Moc rét nhidu ngudi, im lang ma théing budc di lai ddy. Liru Van trong long bong nhién nhdy dung, bdi vi
nang da thiy nit tir 40 timdi cung nhig nguoi d6! Nang lamsao ¢6 thé dén? Nang hoi minh, nhin khong duoc nhin xubng ngure, nhip tim ctia ning cang
ltic cang nhanh, hoan toan khong thé khong ché.

Tap Negoc bong nhién nim ly tay ning, ni nho:

“C6 diém khong diing, bon ho hinh nhur 1 huéng vé phia ngwoi di t6i, Luu Vén!”

Luu Vén sbi 16t cude ngdi khong yén, dot nhlen dimg Ién, muon 161 lai thoi, nhin cham cham ¢6 gii 4o tim Nang cii i thip dau, nép vao ngudi mot nguoi
nam tir cao I6n oai himg, phia sau con c6 rat nhidu nam tr tré tudi méc quan 4o mau den xam, trong d6 ¢6 ngudi thanh nién m sang nay nang da dung
phai.

C6 gai 4o tim kia nhin ‘Eléy Luru Van, p tirc mu6n lai, lai bi nam tir cao 1o kia ngin can, hén cti dau thi thAm bén tai ning i d6, nang nhe nhang gat
dau, nhung ca nguoi déu phat run, hién nhién kich ddng curc ky.

Poan Moc Dung Tué din moi ngudi vao tiéu sanh, Han Dy Tran di t6i nhin Lwu Van néi nho:
* Luru Vén ¢6 nurong, ching ta ciing di t6i tiéu sanh. Chi so nang kia 1 vi nguoi ma dén. . . . . .
Luu Van Am bam noi:

Vi..... Vita?...... Visao?”

Lo tuy ndi nhur vdy, nang van chim ri hudng tiéu sanh di dén, nhung budc chén c6 chit hdn loan, hién nhién kich dong khong ngimg, Tap Ngoc nhe
nhang gitip d& nang mdt phen, 6n nhu ndi:

“Dimg s, ching ta déu & dau.”

Poan Moc Dung Tué ngdi xudng, lai goi Ngoc Déi bung tra, rdi moi lén tiéng;

“Khong biét Tan trang chi t6i choi hay am gi?”

Namtir cao 16n kia dirng lai, tyra h6 dang suy nghi nén n6i nhur thé ndo. Lwu Van kinh ngac nhin nat hén, wéc chimg nam muoi tu61, b6 dang k anh tuin,
tran rong, da tay ngamden, hai mat sang ngdi c6 than, cam lién phién rau, ngay trén c6 cting c6, nhin ra la rdu quai nén. Nhin han giong ngurdi goi la oai
hing birc nhan, n6i khé nghe hon, chinh Ia hung than ac sat.

Hén chu n6i, chi nhin thoang qua Luu Van, Luu Van chi cam tlﬁy 4nh miit ctia hin 6n hoa, nhung khong thé n6i than thiét, thAm chi con c6 mot chit



tham trim. Nang khong khoi lui budc, trén lung bdng nhién bi nguoi dd, 1a Tap Ngoc. Tap Ngoc nhin nang mim curdi, mudn nang diing cam mdt chit.
“Ta hom nay, t&i day vi mdt khéch nhan ciia Poan Moc quy phi. Viée ndy ndi thi dai dong, ta cing v6i phu nhén mit nim gan déy ludn tim kiém mot nix
nhi muroi bay nim trude miét tich. Von cam théy hi vong xa voi, ta cling trong cdy c6 thé tim duoc, hy vong ciing da hét. Nhung, hdm nay phu nhin dang
trén duong gip mot c6 gai dién mao gidng y diic nang ltc tré, hoi tudi ciing khong kém bao nhiéu. Nhung trén dudng nhidu nguoi nhidu miéng, khong
phai toan nguoi tt, cho nen hoi thiim mot chit, biét diroc nang dang & Doan Moc phi im khach, béi vy tity tién t6i choi, chi hy vong c6 thé xac nhan,
khong gay phién todi gi.”

Hin vira ndi xong, chot nghe Luru Van cti dau kéu mot tiéng cai i, tAt ca moi ngudi nhin phia ning, sic mét nang tring béch, ca ngudi déu phét run,
khong biet 1a khiep so cai gi.

Poan Moc Dung Tu¢ cling cd phfin klﬂép s0, nhung trén miat lai khong 10 ra, cudi noi: «

Mot khi d nhur vay, tai ha ciing coi nhu im chuyén t6t. Khong biét trang chii néi toi ai?”

Tan trang chii con chura n6i chuyén, bén canh héin ¢6 gai do timr6t cude ngdi khong yén, dimg Ién rung giong noi:

” Luu Van ¢6 nwong! Nguoi. . . . . . Nguoi ¢6 thé lai dy cho ta xemsao? Ta. . . . . . Ta da tim nguoi nurdi nam!”

Luru Van khong c6 dong, nang chinh 1 khong thé tin nhin hai ngwdi kia. Phy nu nang? That i phy nmu nang? ! Nang mai trude day timg vo s lin a0
tudng cha me dua xe ngwa dén don nang, nhung ciing chi 1a giac mong théi, nay mdng thanh thit sy, nang cu nhién cam thay khong thé tin. C6 gai 4o tim
thay nang khong dén, nhat thoi nhin khong duge, bude nhanh di tdi, bat dugc tay nang, Tay nang lanh nhur bang , trong long ban tay cling thit lanh, Luu
Van kinh ngac nhin nang dem minh tay 40 vén Ién, 1§ ra hon phén canh tay manh khénh trang muot, noi khuyu tay bén trai, mt cai bot hinh trang ludi
liém

Nang kia vira thdy bét, nhét thoi 16 roi day mit, mot tay om Ay Liru Van, rung giong noi:

” Pira nhd dang thurong ctia ta! Me 1t cude tim duge con! Pira nho s6 khd clata. . . . . . ”

Nang bdng nhién vén tAm khéin che mt, moi nguoi chi cam thiy hai mit téa sang, 1in da nang trang hon tuyét, nhin khong ra tudi. Moi nguoi ¢ ddy long
thamthan mot tiéng, trén doi lai co 1y nit nhur thé! Nang xung quanh glongnhu bao phi mdt tAng bach quang, ngay ca mt mii dung déu khong thé nhin
gAn, nntthanthanhnhanhuuyenchuyen Nhung 13, ai ciing du c6 thé nhin di ra, Luu Van va ngudi d6 dung nhan c6 nét trong dong, hai ngudi co hd 1a
tir mot ban tay khéc ra, dimg chung mot chd giéng nhur ty mudi binh thurong,

Mubn n6i cac nang khong phai mot me sinh ra, ngu ngoc ciing s€ khong tin trong. Luru Van siing so, timg trong twdng twong ctng than nhin gap mat vui
mimng nhung gid phiit niy nira diém ciing tim khong thiy, nang d4y 1ong chi ¢6 mdt ménh bat minh chét king

Tin trang chi1 ha ha né nu cuoi, di téi v0 nhe nhe 1én bé vai thé tir, 6n nhu n6i:

“A Tir, dimng qua kich dong, nang strc khoe khong t6t. Con nay d3 mudn tim duoc, cudi cling ciing gidi quyét xong tim sur ctia ta va nang, Hom nay lién
mang con trd vé son trang di.”

Thai d6 ctia hdn that sy rét ky quai, tuyét khong kich dong, ctr nhur khong phéi tim con ctia minh, chi 1 Iim cho thé tir vui vé. Ngay ca Poan Méc Dung
Tu¢ ciing nhin ra, nhin khong dugc hoi hoi nhiu may.

A Tir ¢6 chit so hdi ngang 1én dau nhin hén, im bam n6i:
“‘Laoga...... Puanhé nay. . . . .. Ngai thit sy nguyén y thu nhdp nang sao?”’
Loi niy con quy di hon, moi ngudi chi cam thiy sy tinh tira hd khong c6 don gian nhur vay. Qua nhién, Tan Vi Nghia nhiu may néi:

»Nang n6i gi? ! Hai tir ctia nguoi chinh [ dira nhd ny! Ta cling nguoi tim mudi ndm, ching 18 con 1 gid? . . . . .. Nguoi, ngroi tén 1a Luu Van ding
khong?”

Hén quay du hoi Liru Van, tha mém giong diéu:
“Lauru Van, cing cha me vé nha di. Nhig niim gin ddy, ngwoi chiu khd rdi. V& sau nguwoi chinh nit nghia Tan gia! Ai ciing khong ddm khi d& ngwoi 1
Luu Van s¢ run sau mdt ic 1u, bdng nhién mé miéng néi nho:

“Ta...... Ta khong mubn di.”
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Chuwong 19
Téan Vi Nghia nhurén may, khuon mét ¢ chit hung 4c nhin quacang thém Bm ngudi ta khong rét mé run, dit kha ngit ctia hén van 6n hoa nhur cii.

“Luu Van, ngwoi khong muon ctng cha me & cling mot chd sao? Me nguoi cing ta tim ngwoi murdi ndm, nang muoi nim ny co hd mdi ngay déu Ky
nudc mét rira mt, nay rot cude tim duge nguoi, nguoi lai ndi tré vé, ching 18 mubn cho me nguoi lai thirong tAm murdi nam sao?”

Luru Van hit mdt hoi, Am bam noi:

“Ta khong phai y ndy, nhung, nhung khi xua da ban ta, nay vi sao con mubn 161 tim ta dau? Cude sbng cia ta cting khong khé cuc nhu Ccac ngurdi nol.
Ta rit sung suéng, ¢6 ban tot, mbi ngiy déu rit vui vé, ta ciing khong thidu tién. . . . .. Lai cang khong thiéu thon tinh yéu ctia cha me.”

A Tr nghe dugc caunoi cubi cta nang, 1ot cuc nhin khong dugce tkhéce 16n. Nang bit niit, nudc mit theo ¢ tay trz‘mg tuyét chay xu«f)n,g3 tur thai budn ba
cung am thanh thé lwong, ngay ca Tap Ngoc ciling nhin khong dugc rung dong, Nang lang I kéo tay 4o Luu Van, nhac nang ndi dieu d€ nghe mdt chit,
nhung nang lai noi:

“‘Nguoi. . .. .. Ngwoi dimg khéc . Ta chura timg c6 chiu qua khé cuc, ta rat sung sudng, Cac nguoi trd vé di, ta biét cha me minh 12 ai, trong long ciing
thoaimaihon. . . ... It nhat, biét minh khong phai tir vién da ma tao thanh.

Nang giéu cudi, mic dit co chit mién cudng,

Tan Vi Nghia v& nhé nhe lung A Tir, trong nit yéu thrrong hon ngudi, hin dot nhién hoi:

“Nguoi la dang trach ¢t chiing ta Iic trurde vt bo nguoi, ¢é phai khong?”?

Luru Van can mdi khong n6i gi, Tan Vi Nghia hit mdt tiéng:

“Viéc ny n6i thi dai dong. Luu Van, nguoi khong phai con cua ta, ma la con ctia me ngwroi, me nguoi trude khi gi cho ta da bi ga cho mdt t€n vo lai,
han ca ngay bai bac uong ruou, lic me nguoi mang thai ctia ngwoi han ciing khong cai. Sau lai nguoi sinh ha duoc ba thing, hén thua sach tat ca tién von,

trong nha da ngho rét mong toi, hén lién gat me nguoi dem nguroi vung trom di ban . Me nguoi biét viée ndy bénh ndng mot hoi, cha nguroi lai thua sach
tién, khong con gi tra no, ién dem me nguroi ban vio k vién. . . . . Luru VAn, me nguoi vi tim ngwoi chiu rét nhidu dau khd, vi sao ngwoi con muén km

nang thuong tam?”’

Luu Van ca nguoi phat run, bdng nhién nhe giong hoi:

“Chata...... L nguoi noi ndo? Han hién tai. . . . . . Con séng khong?”
Téan ViNghia do du mdt chit, mdi ni:

“Cha nguoi | ngwoi Ba Thyc, B mot tén v lai. Sau khi me ngwoi tdi gi4, héin con lam ndo loan, ching ta truy van hoi lu, héin moi noi dem nguoi ban cho
me min d€ lamnha hoan cho nha giau. Chung ta tim khap moi nha giau, van khdng tim dugc nguoi.”

Luu Van so run sau mit e 1, sic mit tai nhot, Tap Ngoc tham chi sg nang lap tlic s& ngaft di. Aingo nang bSng nhién mim cuoi, thép giong néi:

“Me ta khong phai 1 bi ban di ki vién roi sao? Mot giang hd hao kiét nhu ngwoi gip ngudi con himg thi?”

Téan Vi Nghia nghiém mt noi:

“Luru Van, nang 1a me nguoi! N6i chuyén ton trong mot chit! Trén doi nay nit tir, néu khong phai cling dudng, ai nguyén y sa doa phong tran? Hudng chi
nang chi la mot ni tir yéu dudi, khong he néng hre phan khang, 1a bi twéng cong ctia minh ban di ! Ta cudi nang sau, bét luan khong dé ke nao vii nhye
nang! Lam sao nguoi ¢6 thé an ndi ing tung? !

Luru Van khong chit néo s, nang nhin phia A Tir, nang tay con lai lén che miit khoc ndc nhung khong c6 giot nurde niit ndo chay ra. Nang dudi day
long tho dai mot tieng;

“ATw...... Phu nhan. Ta hoi ngwoi, mjt mm qua vo ctmg it nurde, mt mém hoa qué lai thém duong ti kim, goi i cai gi? Bao nhiéu tién mt phan?
Tién ruou thoi diém do nén lam gi?”

A Tir khong thé trong duoc nang khong dau khong dudi hoi cai vin dé nay, khong khoi ngdy ngudi, nhin nang sau mot lic Ay, moi ni:
“Ta...... Ta khong biét, dira nho, nguroi hoi céi nay Bmcéigh ... .”

Luru Van bong nhién 16n tiéng ngiit 16 ning:



“Qua vo cimg it nurde, hoa qua thém duong ti kim qua goi I tam bao s6 d6! Hai rong bac mdt phin con tang kém hat dura! Tién ruou thoi diém d6
phai doc mbt ciu tho, trong d6 phai co ba tir! Chi can g k¥ vién moi nguoi biét! Ta nhan chinh minh khong c6 cha me, ciing co thé nhan chuyén céac
nguroi virt bo, nhung 1 ta khong thé dé cac nguroi virt bo rdi, lai con mudn quay dau lira gat ta! Lamra b dang cao thurong nhén 4i! Cha ta cin ban
khong phai nguoi Ba Thyc, cling s& khong Ia v6 lai! Ta xemb¢ dang cua nguoi biét ngwroi chura bao i chiu qua khé cure! Tai sao mudn néi déi?! Tai
sao muon gat ta? !”

Nang lon tiéng noi xong, trong phong trg nén tinh mich, A Tir hoang so trimg it nhin néng, giong nhur hoan toan khong the 1y gidi nang ndi gi. Tan Vi
Nghiia bdng nhién lanh nhat n6i:

“Hir, nguoi twong rang rat rd may thir nay! Noi chiing ta lira nguroi, ta duodng duong trang chi Ngii Thanh son trang phai lira gat mot tiéu nha dau nhur
nguoi? ! Nguoi khong tin con hdi ndy ng! Nguoi van 1a khong di? Hay néi mt cau!”

Luru Van lanh lanh néi:

“Ta biét dén thir nay dwong nhién rat nhiéu, Tan trang chii, boi vi ta chinh 1 bj ban di k§ vién 1”

A Tir thé hic vi kinh ngac, viron tay mudn 6m nang, Liru Van nhanh tranh ra, trimg niit nhin séc mét xanh mét ctia Tan vi nghia, lanh nhat noi:
“Nguoi budng tha di, Tan trang chi. Ta khong dam tréo cao, ciing so chinh minh kim ban thanh danh Ngii Thanh son trang, Mot cau, ta s& khong di .”

Nang xoay ngudi roi di, Tap Ngoc chay nhanh dudi theo, Niém Hurong thiy Tap Ngoc di rdi, ciing chay di. Ba ngudi bién mét ¢ trong hanh lang. A Tir
nhin khong dugc I roi day mit, bat lay canh tay Tan vi nghia, nang rung giong noi:

“Nay...... Pay nén lam sao bay gio? Lao ga. . . . ..
Tén Vi Nghia sic mit xanh mét, hd mdm mudn néi céi gi, nhung vira thiy A Tir budn ba, hin ciing khong nhn tm ndi, chi ¢6 thé ndi nho:

“Dra nho ndy qua mirc quat cuong roi, cin chim rdi trdn an. Pimg ndng voi, cho n6 vai ngay suy nghi di. Chiing ta roi di trurde noi nay. Ta s& phéi ngudi
van bao vé no.”

Dt 1 héin nhin Boan Méc Dung Tué chip tay nbi:
“Quéy rdy cong ttr nghi ngoi, Tan md thét sy tht c6 131! Céo tir! Mudi tam thang tur hen tai dinh Thién son vo Am hoi ngd!”

Hin mang theo A Ttr cting mAy ngudi tré tudi kia rat nhanh di ra. Trong phong nho chi con lai c6 Han Dy Tran ciing Poan Moc Dung Tué, that au sau,
Poan Mgc Dung Tu¢ mdi lanh King néi:

“Viécnay. ..... Han huynh nghi sao?”

Han Dy Trn nghi mdt 1at, mdi noi:

“A Tir phu nhan ga cho Tan trang chii murdi ndim ding 1 nhur vy, nhung ta timg nghe n6i, ning khong phai B nguoi Trung Nguyén, ma 1 mot Miéu nir. i
La nguroi mit thi toc. Mot nit tir nhur vay, chi s con khong téi luot bi phu quan ban diky vién. . . . . . Huodng chi xem khi chat than thai mt ngudi, cd thé
nhin ra nguoi ndy da tréi qua nhitng gi. Luu Van ¢6 nuong tién diem hoat bat, ¢6 cai nhin hon nit tir binh thuong, ddy 1 kinh nghiém cta ning tao thanh.
Nhung ta xem khong ra ATir phu nhén c6 bat ky vi phong tran nao, nang 1a c6 gai tuyét sac, chi sg' danh chan tir phuwrong, nhung murdi nam trade ta vira
van & Van Nam, lai khong nghe qua c6 mt danh k§ nhur vay. . . . . . Cho nén, ta cam thay Luu Van c6 nrong hoai nghi dung, it nhat, 161 Tan trang chu,
c6 mit phan déu la bia dat.”

Poan Moc Dung Tué tram ngam that lau sau, bdng nhién ndi nho:

“Viéc ndy ta tira hd khong nén nhing tay, chi so' s& khién nguoi chén ghét. . . . . . ”?

Nhung, hénkhéngtruénnhhltl}éy sdc it tai mét cua Liru Van, nang méi vira r6\im§1c dilvﬁp I tinh hyc murdi phin, chi trich ngudi khac hira gat, hén lai
thay rat 19, nh mat cla nang van chira day nurde mat, anh niit kich dong ngdm day thirong ton, giong mot con meo voi vang tur bao v¢ minh.

Hin bong nhién dtmg day, thoi mot tiéng huyt séo, chot nghe ngodi ctra s truyén dén am thanh v canh, hin md cira s6, trén bé cira s6 mot con bo cau
mau t0i, trén chan phai chup vao deo mot cai chiec vong mau bac, ghé vao tai han gi gu kéu

Han Dy Tran vira thdy bd cau dura tin, khong khoi hoi kinh hii, ngac nhién noi:
“Nguoi. . . . .. Thét mu6n ding nhidu nhur vay? B cau dua tin qua lai mot an, da déng gia trén trim heong hoang kim!”

Boan Méc Dung Tug voi vang viét cai g, gap lai, lip déy chiéc vong bac trén chin bd cau, lai théi mdt tiéng huyt séo, bd cau lp tirc giwong canh bay,
trong nhay nit lién bién mat trong bong dém.

That lau sau, Poan Mdc Dung Tué méi nhe nhang noi:

“Ta ciing khong biét visao. . . . . . Nhung, tram lrong hoang kim lai dem tinh toan? Ta chi. . . . .”



Hin n6i khong dugc nita, che gidu bén moi nhe nhang ho mbt tiéng, Han Dy Trén dén dén hiéu dugc turoi cudi. Giai nhén kho tim! Nang ¢ phai giai
nhan hay khong, chinh han cling khong biet.

Noi hanh lang bdng nhién truyén dén tiéng budc chan, 1 Tap Ngoc ciing Niém Huong di dén. Han Dy Tran khong khéi lo Eing hoi:

“Luu Van c6 nuong dau? Nang. . . . . . Khéng cé sao chir?”

Tap Ngoc mim cudi:

“Khong c6 viée g, khong nén qudy can nang, Hai ngiy nira 1 6n.”

Poan Moc rat mubn hoi nang khoc cai gi, ¢6 phai vi tuyét vong, nhung héin hoi khong ra, chi c6 thé lanh nhat noi:

“Vi sao khong cting nang? Khong so ning nghi quén trong long?”’

Tap Ngoc sAu nflo, thd dai mot hoi, ndi nho:

” Biét vi sao ta cing nang tim dau y hop? Béi vi ching ta déu i mot loai nguoi, ic dau ong, bat luan déu khong mudn ngudi khac nhin thiy.”
“Murdi ndm i tir li bigt, khong nhéc, ciing kho quén. . . . . .
Luu Van thi thao, nhé t6i canh A Tir khoc, trong long nang dau x6t, nhung dau qua thi I3 hin.

Ban nang, cting khong ¢6 gi, muroi bay nim qua nang cting khong ¢6 chiu khé gi. Nhung nang thit syr khong thé chiu dung duoc cdi loai giong dicu lira
gat ndy, tua hd n6i cho nang biét, chuyén xura khong quan trong, quan trong 13 hién tai cha me ctia nng rdt cuc ddi y 161, mudn dem ning mang vé. Nang

han 14 phai mang on, khoc rong én, di theo bon ho tr v& sao?

Khong khong, nang khong can di! Luu Van nin mot hoi, dem ca nguoi chim vao nuée, trén mit nude canh hoa dao dong, nhiét khi la do troi, nhung
nang lai cam thay toan than trén dudi, ttr bén trong ra bén ngoai déu lanh dén khong chiu duoc

Nang nén nghen, nguc co ho mubn nd tung, moi dot nhién chdi 1én khoi nude, choang vang. Nang ha mdm thé hao hén, dang mubn dimg day iy quan
4o, chot nghe trén bé cira s6 uych mot tiéng. Nang ling I8 mo hé, da thiy ngoai cira s6 mdt con bd cau mau den dimg thing, trén chan ki mot cai vong
bac, trong vong hinh nhu ¢6 gi do.

Luu Vén nhe nhang bét Ky bd cau, By ra tir trong vong bac mdt td gidy gip gon. Trong long nang bdng nhién ¢6 vat gi d6 hung héing nhur nd ra, tim dép
d6t nhién nhanh hon.

Nang kinh ngac mo t& gidy kia, ¢6 rt nhiéu chir, sic mit nang dot nhién con mudn tring hon to giy:
“DPoan Mdc Dung Tug!” ’Poan Mdc Dung Tug!”

Theo mdt tiéng rong dir doi, cira phong ngii ctia Poan Moc Dung Tug bi da ving mdt cach hung hing, héin dang ngdi ¢ 4n tién doc sach, trén vai con
choang mdt bg y phuc. Ngang dau da thay ¢ ctra mot nit ttr dang nhu hda diem, anh niit han mim cudi, lanh nhat néi:

“Khuya khodt, ngwoi lam cai gi viy?”

Noi xong, anh it ctia hén theo mai toc dai w6t sting clia nang trudn xudng dau gbi, vong qua vai nang, nang chi méic mdt chiéc 4o choang mau tréing, 4o
choang 4m udt, timg dudng cong than thé nang ciing c6 thé thiy 16 rang.

Hén chi cam thiy yét hau cang thang, anh it i lai, trim giong noi:
“Y quan khong ngay ngiin! Ngwoi khong c6 mot chit rut r&? 1
Luru Van van phong dén trurée mit hin, dem td gidy trong tay hung héing ném vao mit héin, lanh king noi:

“Ai muon ngwroi xen vao viéc ctia nguoi khac roi? | Ai muon nguroi xen vao viéc cua ta? ! Aindi ta muon bict chuyén qua khir? ! Ngwoi dya vao cai gi

nhing tay chuyén cua ta? !”

Doan Moc Dung Tug nhe bét ky & gidy kia, ciii ddu, sic miit ciing nhin khong duoc nira lién bién doi. Bach Hiéu Sanh thit nhanh! Mi mbt ngdy ma
thoi, han cling da diéu tra ra than thé Luu Van sao? Chinh, than thé nay, that sy lam cho ngudi ta vui mirng khdng ding day.

Hin dem giéy némdi mdt bén, dang mudn noi chuyén, Luu Van lai mot phen nhic ¢d 4o hin, lanh ing néi:

» Ngwoi cam thiy vui vé sao? ! Pem bi mit ctia ta toan bd xem thiu nhur vy, da biét hét thay, nguoi rat dic y?! Nguoi tai sao mudn xen vao chuyén ctia
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ta? Ta van nguoi sao? Cau xin ngwoi sao? ! Nguoi qua thue thich xen vao viée ctia ngudi khac!

Nang vira ni vira ding sirc lay hén:



» Ngwoi cam thiy, tir nay vé sau ¢6 thé cudi nhao ta? ! Di sao ta ciing | ngudi bi virt bo! Nguoi 1 dai thiu gia c6 thé cao ngao nhin xudng ta, coi
thuong ta? I

Boan Méc Dung Tué mot ngén tay ciing co the danh bay nang, nhung hén lai khong dong, boi vi anh mit ning dang cudng loan tuyét vong, hin cam
thdy, chi cAn héin ndi mdt chit, nang s& khoc rong Ién mit.

[ A Tt, nguyén danh cong chiia, dong ddi Nam Man. Mui bén tudi ga cho Lirong Van Nam ciing bd toc, cling phu quén tinh thim, mudi kim tudi sinh
mdt nir nhi. Lurong thi vi Ngii Thanh son trang diét mdn, A Tt loi dung sic dep cau dan Tan Vi Nghia. Liic d6 con gai hin chura trong mdt tudi, Tan Vi
Nghiia duc dan tré con uyén thin cong, A Tir am thim sai ngudi dem nit nhi ban cho me min, s¢' bi nguodi cudp doat. Con gai hén bj ban t6i Hang Chau
Diéu Hong phuong, murdi sau tudi thanh danh, danh xung Gidng Hong Hoa tién, danh mén Giang Nam. ]

Luu Vén ca nguoi phat run, bdng nhién bat dong hin, nng suy sup budng tay, mudc miét tir trong hdc niit roi xudng, rung giong noi:

Nang che mt, co hd tuong ctr nhur vy lui di, t6t nht tron di hoan toan, vé sau ai ciing nhin thiy nang, cai than thé dang so, cling s& cham rai bi di vong,
Trén vai nang bong nhién am ap, 1a Poan Mdc Dung Tu¢ dem 4o khodc ctia minh chiim Ién vai nang,

Luru Van ding stre virt xudng, nirc nd ndi:
“Khong nho ngwroi gia hédo tim! Ta chan ghét nguoi!”

Poan Moc Dung Tué khong tirc gidn, cim 4o nhit Ién, tiép tuc phi trén nguoi ning, choang lai, virt di, qua lai hon mudi lan, Luu Van rdt cude chiu thua
hén, dé méic han chim 1én cho minh, nang chi dirng d6 khéc.

Luu Vén nhé khéng 10 sau xay ra chuyén gj, mo hd cam gidc minh khoe mét qué, lai cam tl}éy gléng nhur tya vao mdt ngurdl, ngurdi ng dm minh n )
giuong, thay minh dap chan. Nang chi cam thiy tay cua nguoi kia vdi t6i trrde ngure, twa ho muon thoat y phuc ctia nang, nang ban néng ca kinh, bét
duoc tay han, khan khan giong noi:

“Nguoi. . .. .. Lam cai gi? Khong duoc dung tdita!”

Nguding thanh &m trong tréo nhung lanh King, nhe nhang noi:

“Ao khoac ban, khong can do giwong cua ta.”

Luu Vén hir mot tiéng, chdng git, giing gwong di ra ngoai, mot miit noi:

“Ai mubn ngn giwong ctia nguoi! Ta chan ghét nguoi! Khong bao gior nita mudn nhin thiy nguoi!””

Poan Moc Dung Tué Nhét bt iy canh tay ctia ning, chi cam thiy canh tay mém i, trong long khong khoi rung dong, nghi dén namnix chi ngail hén
1ap tirc bubng ra, nhung dudng nhu nghira gi o, theo canh tay ctia nang trrot xudng mot thc, cach quan 4o ciing 6 the camnhan duoc da thit tring
min ctia nang, Nam ¢ tay nang kén, hanbong nhién phét gisc canh tay nang c6 chit d6 sim nhu méu, nhin qua quan 40 Am wét, rit 1 rang, Lap tic hén
dot nhién stmg st, chi cam thay khong thé tin.

Luru Van mit d6 Ién, o4n han trimg mét hin:

“Budng! Nguoi sor c4i gi? | Budng tay ta! Liru Van ta ¢6 thé dé ngwoi dung vao. . . . . .
Ning néi con chura dirt 104, chi cam thiy hoi th cua hén dap vao mit, trdi dat nhu long chuyén, nang hit mot hoi, trén mbi cam gidc khong phéi lanh nhur
bang, m la nong bong, voi vang . Trurde mit ning het thay déu héa thanh mo hd nhur nurde, toan thén déu nhuyén thanh my soi, c4i mil, 4nh mét, miéng,
Btai ... .. Gidng nhur toan bd vi gide, déu cé sur ton tai ctia hin.

Y loan tinh mé.

Luru Van vira khoc mdt hdi con yéu, bi hin hon nhur vdy, co hd mudn ngét di. Khong biét qua bao 1, Poan Moc Dung Tué ghé vio tai nang, ndi nho:

“Da mudn, nghi ngoi di. Ta dua ngwoi tré vé& phong,”
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Chuwong 20

Tap Negoc som nghe thdy Luru Van cting Poan Moc Dung Tué ¢i nhau 4m §, von di tim nang khuyén bao, nhung sau lai nghe duroc tiéng ngoc ctia ning,
Tap Ngoc khong khdi dung bude.

Luu Van 13 mdt ngudi ndng voi, nhung nang rat it dem ndi dau ctia minh 16 ra, hdm nay trudc mit Poan Moc Dung Tué khdc nhu vy, ¢6 phai ¢ day
long nang, dia vi cia Poan Mdc Dung Tué da khac?

Mt lat sau, cira phong Poan Mdc mo ra, Tap Ngoc theo ban niing nip vao bong cdy, da thiy Poan Moc Dung Tué trong long 6m Luu Van, nang bit
it khong biét a dang khoc hay dang ndi chuyén, cang lam cho Tap Ngoc git minh 13, nang cu nhién y quan khong ngay ngan, anh trang sang, c6 nang
¢6 chd tmg do, nhin rat rd rang, Poan Mdc cii dau tira hd dang cing nang dang ni gi 6, nang khong nhiic nhich, chinh niip vao ngye hin, giong nhw
modt con meo quét cuong,

Miii cho dén hai nguoi di khoi hanh lang gap Kkhiic, Tap Ngoc méi cham ri di ra. Nang biét, Luru Van khong can clia nang an ui. Nang dot nhién cam
thaychut ¢6 don, nha d4u kia van uon quin quit Ay minh, thich cting minh kim niing, nha dau kia 16 rang 16n hon minh mt tudi, van rit tré con. .
Nang nht dinh phai hanh phiic.

Anh tring chiéu 1én hanh lang quanh co nhu phii mt I6p bac, Kkhép noi vo cling im king, dém ti nhur thé, Tap N goc khong mudn vé phong, di lai trong
dinh vién, nh¢ dén chuyén Luru Van, nu cudi nd trén moj, lai nhé t6i Niém Huong sém hay mudn s&€ khoi phuc than tri, lién thd dai that sau.

Di trén tién dinh, bang nhién nghe thiy tiéng dan 4m vang, dan c6 thanh Am tham trdm, nguding ki chim gy timg day, 4m thanh trong tréo nhung lanh
ing nhur dém, giong nhau mot chi ron 10 bay 1én nhur khoi nhe, ty nhién mang cam giac thirong cam vo cling,

Ngudi no tira hd cam gide duge ¢6 ngudi dén, lan diéu bdng nhién chuyén bién, tir tir cao 1én, khong con thim trdm, tré nén nhe nhang hon, méy day
dan bi han chamnhe vao, lién tuc phat ra m thanh.

Mot khiic duong quan tam diép, nang that s khong thé tuong duoc gitra dém khuya nay c6 thé nghe thiy khong khoi ngly ngudi. Cham rdi theo tiéng
dandi thang V& phia trure, vong qua hon non bo, da thiy noi tién dinh bo dang si ngdc quen thudc dang dimg, toc dai budng xubng vai, t 40 mau xam,
ba vai cling dng quan con c6 du vét hai ngiy trude nang da va.

Niém Huong! Tap ngoc Eip bap kinh hiii, vi vang chay bt duoc hén,

“Niém huong! Lam sao nguroi mdt minh chay téinoindy. . . . . . 7’

Nang bong nhién ding lai, kinh ngac nhin than sic cua hén. Hin mit khong chut thay doi, ciing khong nhin nang, chi king yén nhin xa x6i noi chan troi,
trong niit duong nhur ndi lén mot dnh sang hd nghi, gidng nhur dang t hoi cai gl Duong quan tam diép, tong cong c6 tam diép, dén dé tam diép, lan diéu
lai tAng Ién mot ting, hén hoi hoi nghiéng dau, Fing nghe, sau d6 lai dan dan Am vao trAm tur.

Hér} doi khi 16 ra vé mit giat minh, sau do hd nghi nhin chém (;hﬁm vé phia trurde, twa hd dang suy doan cai gi. Co d6i khi hén hoi nheo mét lai, coi nhur
muon bat duge thi pham da dem nhitng thir trong dau han giau di dau.

Téap Ngoc trong long run sg, tréi tim tira hd ciing theo dirong quan tam diép lic én e xuéng, Han a mudn cai gi? Han a mudn. . . . . . quén minh vay
sa0? M&i mdt lan hin nhay mit, long ctia nang theo d6 ha xudng, dot ngdt hin huréng mit nhin vé phia ning nhung 1 mdt anh mit xa la!

Nang h4 mdm dinh n6i chuyén voi hén, lai phét hién khong c6 gi c6 thé néi. Han mudn céi gi, d6 1 quyét dinh ciia hiin, nang khong thé can thiép.
Ngudi no dan hét mot khiic, lai By tay v nhé nhe 1én dan ¢d trude mit, mot ngon tay dot nhién xuat hién ciing mot tiéng tho dai:
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” Dirng lai, dimg lai! Nguoi tré vé di. Ngan van lan duong quan, ciing tic nan kru! Tu Ma ¢b nurong, ngwoi ti gi si tinh!

Tap Ngoc hoang s¢' quay dAu, da thiy Han Dy Tran ngdi trén hon non b, trong tay dang cAm mot doan dan cd, king yén nhin nang. Nang hit mt hoi,
tlrc gidn boc n, lanh nhat néi:

“Lai a nguoi! Ta hoi nguoi, chuyén cia ta da vao cai gi ngwoi mudn trong coi?! Ta ddi véi ngudi ndo si tinh, ching 1& con can nguoi binh phéan sao? 1

Vira dirt 1o, Han Dy Tran tir trén hon non b nhay xubng, khinh phiéu giong nhu mot con chim lon, dimg truée mét nang, vira nhay xubng thé nhung
nira tiéng vang cling khdng c6, khinh cong tai gioi, tht 1a khién ngudi liu ludi. Han lang ling nhin nang mdt hdi, ndi nho:

“Nguoi di khoi nha, lai la vi mbt ké vé sau khong nhé & nguoi, ¢6 déng khong? Cho dit nguoi ché ta phién, trach ta xen vao viéc ctia ngudi khdc, ta van
muon xen vao.”

Tap Ngoc lanh Iing nhin hén, sau mdt lic Ay, nang bSng nhién noi:

“Han Dy Tran, ta ludn hoi nghi nguoi rdt cude 14 ai? Nguoi di theo ta, 16t cude vi muc dich gi? Nhung, hién tai ta lai cam thiy khong c6 gi hoai nghi, n6i
"’

cho ngwoi biét, ta chan ghét nguoi! Chuyén ctia bon tiéu thur, nguoi khong ¢ tur cach quan tim dén!

Han Dy Tran cling nang chung séng mdt it thoi gian, hiéu rét 3 tinh tinh thién kim tiéu thu nang, hén khong gian, chi nhe nhang cudi noi:



“Nguoi 16 rang thiy r’a”it Kkhd, rét’ lo ]z“mg, rt s Niém Huong quén nguoi, lai ctr thich manh miéng. Bugce 1di, ta cho ngwoi biét,‘dugng quan tamdiép la
khiic dan truée kia han thich nhat, han co' ho moi ngay déu khdy dan. MO lan ching ta gip nhau, héin s& dénh dan, ta nghe nhicu kin dén n6i da thube
long. Homnay ciing vay, gap han thay han danh khic nay. Hi vong han c6 thé dt sém khoi phuc.”

Tap Ngoc mit trépg bach, Niém Hirong trdm tur, ,giéng nhu hai nguoi kia n6i gi can ban khong anh huong dé',n hén. Nang cén chit rang, Bm nhur phat
hoa, nhung anh mit lai u &m, cam gidc mét moi day Ién, nang toan than ra 16i. Giod khic nay, nang chi cdm thay thuong tam.

Han Dy Tran khong c6 gi sai, dimg trén p truong 1 bang hiru, hin thim chi i dang tro' gitp Niém Huong. Nhung con nang? Nangla cai gi?

Han Dy Tran lai n6i:

“Tu Ma 6 nuong, ngwoi thdm chi tuyét khong hiéu biét Ni¢m Huong truée kia | ngwoi nhur thé néo. Hén thich g, khong thich cai i, hén i lanh ling
hay la nhiét tinh. . .. ... Ngwoi bay gio chang qua la mé luyn 4o anh ma thoi, sau khi may tan, 4o anh s€ hoan toan bien mat. Ngwoi van licu inh theo
duodi hur ao, liéu c6 dang gia khong? Py long nguroi, tin trdng vitng chéc hin s& nhd rd nguo, ta nhin nguroi, nguoi chinh la thiéu than lao dau vao lra.
Ta khong nudn thy nguroi bi kra nuot chirng!”

Tap Ngoc so run that lau, hén ndi, d6 1 hur do; han 16i, d6 I thiéu thin lao dau vao kra. Ciing Niém Huong gip mit 1 trong nhay mit, trong nhay mt
lun hoi, ludn hoi méi ni. Cude doi nang con rét dai, nhung , sur chd doi méi nii ciia nang lai dang tiéu hao trong khoanh khic nay.

“Ta...... Ta ndi rdi , hén co quén ciing khong sao. Ta nhé duoc. . . . . Ta cai gi déu nh6 15.”
Ning nhe nhing n6i xong, trong mét bong nhién nurde niit chay xudng, Bm udt vat 4o trude ngyc.

“Ta Tu Ma Tap Ngoc, ca doi chi ndi thich mot lan. Ta thich hiin, ta thich hén lién muén clng hin ctng mot chd. Ta bat ké cai gila hu a0 cai gila chan
that. Ngwoi khong nén ndi nita, viéc ndy, cho du troi hoi hin, dat hoi hin, ta cling s€ khong hoi han!”

Nang ning tay quét cuong lau nude it khong mu6n cho bat udn ké nao thiy minh yéu dudi. Xoay ngudi nhin Niém Hirong, hdn van con ngy nguoi,
Téap Ngoc anh nit hung 4c, nng tay Ién, bat hin mot cai bat nay. Khong chi Niém Huong ngiy ra, Han Dy Trén ciing ngac nhién mo to hai mt.

“Nguoi con mudn dimg t6i khi ndo? Con nhé rd minh 1 ai sao?”

Téap Ngoc lanh ing hoi, ngAng cim Ién, giong diéu cing thin thai da trin ngap su ngd nghich cao ngao cing tr cao tir dai.
Niém Huong 6mnira bén mit, chi cam théy vira dau vira sg, miéng nht bién, 1ap tirc s€ khoc.

Tap Ngoc hung ton noi:

“Khong dugc khoc! Cho ta noi chuyén!”

Niém Huong vira thiy nang gidn that, chay nhanh nim Iy tay ning nhe nhang rung hai cai, im bam néi:

“Khong gidn, Tap Ngoc khong gign. . . . . . Ta khong khéc. . . . ..
Hién nira bén mit con sung do, trong anh mét con ¢6 nude nit, tuy nhién lai ra ste iy dng nang,
Téap Ngoc trimg it nhin héin sau mot lic Ay, moi én tiéng;

» Vé ngi, vé sau khong duoc tlly tién chay lung tung.”

Niém Huong cim Ky toc dot nhién cudi noi:

“Nhung, khiic vira rdi tht sur rit ém tai. Ta gidng nhur thiy ngon nii rét cao...... Con thdy ca cung dién. Ta cam thiy gidng nhur trude kia c6 nhin thiy
chiing nd, that hoai niém, rat quen thudc. Tap ngoc. . .. .. ? Nguoi van con tirc gian 2

Hin thiy nang hoéng so nhin minh, khong khéi cang thém kinh hoang, s& d4u nang, chi cam thiy lanh 180, vi thé so kéu Ién:
“Téap ngoc! Lamsao vay?”

Téap ngoc cam ¢ tay ciia hdn, nhe giong noi:

Niém Huong nhin ning khong hiéu, hién nhién khong thé 1y giai nang c ¥ tir gi. Tap ngoc hit mdt hoi, nim chit tay hén, thip giong noi:
VB ... .. Ching ta tro vé dil”

Nang co hd 1 ding sire, dem Niém Hurong kéo vé phong, Néng s& mit ngudi ndy sao. Hin cang ngdy cang thong minh, héin da ni néng lru loat, anh



it hdn Ioe ra nhitng tia clia qua khir. Nang s& mét di nam tir thién chan nay?

Nang chot nhé t6i 16i Han Dy Tran:

“Nguoi ctr nhur vAy. Trdm ngin Fin dwong quan ciiing tic nan hru.”

Duong quan tam diép 1 dua c6 nhan t6i, ching 1§, c6 mdt ngiy, hin s& vi ¢b nhan roi di?

Tap Ngoc nhéim miit lai, khong thém nghi van dé nayn nira. Nhung déy long ciia nang lai ip lai diéu thii duong quan tam diép. . . . .. Han Dy Tran ndi,
d¢ 1a khiic Ni€ém Huong thichnhat. . . . . .

Nhét diép, rd rang kho hanh nghi trén; nhi diép, ai kha tuwéng nhén ngay rong dubi; tam diép, chura udng tim da thuan truée. Tir nay vé sau tir biét, ludng
dia tuong tu di vao giac mong nhi€u lan, nghe thay tiéng khach. . . . . . Nang rot cuc nhin khong duoc ngh thit say, cai gi cling khong nghe thay nita.

Bic Ngoc phong, lic nay tuyét dang roi thét 16n, dinh nti ngoc bam nhiing méanh tuyét. Bic Phwrong tuyét i thé hrong hung ac, de ngang g10ng dao,

dung lén giong tén, chi can budc ra ngoai troi, lanh dén tréc da tréc thit. Nhung lic ndy trén dai cao lai ¢6 mdt nguoi, quan 4o tring, bi gi6 thdi tung, mai
toc den phu dai trén lung cling nhur bay nhay.

Nang don doc gitra tuyét, tra ho phong tuyét I6n hon chiit nita nang s& bj thoi di, nang mit t4i nhot, b moi hoi tim nhung doi méit den sau ddp don nhu
chira ca mdt con bang tuyet.

Nang dang khay dan, dy dan chuyén dong, ciing 1 khiic dwong quan tam diép. Tiéng dan khong so chit nao bao tuyét cudng bao trong dém, truyén rt
xa rat xa. Mot ménh bong tuyét roi trén day, ngdn tay clia nang bong nhién wira trurot qua, “Xoet” mdt tiéng, méu tiroi phun ra. Nang demngén tay dua
Ién miéng, khong mdt chit kéu dau, ngay ca may cling khong ¢ nhan xuong.

Phia sau ching biét lic ndo c6 thém mdt nguoi, 4o khodc den, vién méu bac maobién. Hin dimg mot hdi, bdng nhién trdm giong noi:

“Nguoi lai dang & day danh dan rdi, Dung Huong, D86 dé ctia nguroi con chura trd lai, van chura day hét cho ngwoi.”

Dung Hurong dem tuyét trén dan nhe nhang vung di, thanh 4m ctia ning cling bong tuyét gidng nhau lanh nhur bangma hur éo:

“Mot ngdy ndo d6 mudn tré vé&, mdt ngiy ndo d6 c6 thé nghe duoc duong quan tam diép, nit nhi chd nghe dé dé dan,nii nhi ché day hén tré vé tiép tuc
day ta.”

Neudino hit mot tiéng:

“Chi so hin nhét tho1 khong vé duge. Cat truong 1o cing Minh Huong budi chidu wira trd v&, n6i bén canh Niém Huong c6 mot nit tir, hén thuc dé y
nang kia, con khién Minh Huong trong thuong,”

Dung Hurong thn sdc hoi dong mot chit, binh tinh hudng mit mrde quing mdt vién hon d4 nho, dan dan lan tran thanh gon séng:

“Nit tr? Hin ¢6 tinh cam v6i muc nhan sa0?”

Nguoino trAm miic mdt hdi, m6i noi:

“Niém Hirong tu luyén ly hoa bat tau hoa nhap ma, than tri dai loan, n6i chuyén c6 tinh cam lam gi? Cat trudng ko néi nang khong g10ng ngudi trong vo
lam, chi s fa thién kim quan gia, chic 13 theo Niém Huong bo trdn t6i d6. Ta chilo Eing, ctr nhu vay, Niém Hirong ciing khong mudn khoi phyc y chi,
vinh vién cam tim Bmngdc tir . . . . . .

Dung Huong lanh nhat noi:

“Cha, Ni¢ém Huong khong phéi o ngudi nhur thé. Hén biét néing nhe. Ngudi trong v6 im, cling quan gia tir trude dén nay khong ¢6 lién hé, Niém Huong
hieu duge dao Iy nay, nhat dinh s& trd ve .

Nguoi no bui ngtii thd dai:

“Ta ciing hi vong nhur thé. Nhung chuyén tinh, im sao ¢6 thé n6i gy lién giy. Nang kia cam tAm viit bo cude séng phii quy di theo dira tre ngdc nghéch
nay, lamsao tro mat nhin Niém Huong tr¢ lai Ngoc phong. Cat trudng o con néi, Boan Mée Dung Tué di theo Niém Hurong, muén mang Niém
Huong ve, chi sg khong dé dang.”

Dung Huong vira nghe tén Boan Moc Dung Tué, ngon tay bdng nhién cang théng,  vai tiéng ron ngudi chot vang 1én, nang nim ly chat iy day dan, cha
xat manh dén noi dirt ra.

“Hin con khong c6 budng tha cho Thién thanh kiém quyét. . . . . . ”?
Dung Hurong lanh ling néi xong, bdng nhién dtmg 1én, quay ngudi quy xubng:

“Cha, dé cho nii nhi di d6n niém huong tro vé di.”



Nguoing suy tinh mt hdi, méi noi:

“Nguoi rt it xubng nii, chi s khong biét,nhﬁn tinh thé s trén giang ho. Ch¢ quén ba nam trude day nguoi xudng niii n4o loan, dai ca nguoi vi gidi quyét
hau qua chiu khong it dau dau. Lan nay néu lai xdy ra chuyén , phdi nhu thé nao?”

Dung Huong lanh damnéi :

“Lan ndy tuyét d6i khong gdy chuyén, chi dem Niém Huong vé .

Neudi no s& chdmrau & cam, trdm giong noi:

“Ta tam thoi tin nguoi mot lAn. Murdi tdm thang tu dinh Thai Son s& ¢6 dai hoi ludn vd, Poan Moc Dung Tué chdc chén di xem cude chién, nguoi ln nay
cung dai ca nguoi hai nguoi ciing di. Khong duoc cting ngudi trong glang hd phat sinh xung dot, chi can dem Niém Hurong vé dén I t6t rdi Con nang kia
béncanhno. . ... Al, héo hao khuyén giai an ti mdt phen, dao bat dong bt trong vi muru. Khuyén nang vé nha thoi.”

Dung Hurong dap dau, vira mudn dép tmg, lai nghe thanh 4m ciia hin bdng nhién tré nén knh lanh:

“Néunang ¢b y khong budng, tin nguoi biét nén 1am nhur thé nao.”

Dung Huong hoi dong mdt chut, nhe giong noi:

“Nit nhi 16 104, thinh cha yén tim. Ching ta nhét dinh dem Ni¢m Huong vé& Ngoc phong!”
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Chuong 21

Poan Moc Dung Tué miic dui ndi hom sau s& khéi hanh, nhung con ¢ nhiéu chuyén 16n nhd kéq t01, mai cho dén khi‘ quyét dinh di, lai d3 qua nira thang,
Lic nay da 1a thng hai, tuc ngi¥ n6i, thing hai gi6 xuin mat me , phia hai bén duong cdy ciing bat ddu moc nhiing choi xanh, bay bay theo hudng gio
giong nhur mang theo hirong vi troi moi.

Tleu ddng Ngoc Pai nhe nhang din theo day curong, tir hai bén dudng tuyet tréing cho xe ngwa chim chdm di t6i. Nt séng & bén, con duong rong lén
gidng nhur khong c6 diém dimg, hin nhét thoi cao himg, nhin khong duoc 1ién ca ht ;
' 2

”” Thanh Son dyc cting cao nhan ngft, lién mién van Ma Lai vo $0. Mua bui lai ludng lu, trong lai chung khong dén!

Lam nhu rét nhe nhng, hao sang nhu BO Tét, cling gidng nhur doi ddo tan khi Ngoc Dai von B mot tiéu hai tir, thanh 4m non nét, ¢6 tinh ra vé hio séng
nhu mdt anh hing, hat dén chd cao dot nhién im king,nham tring cho d6 Luu Van ti€p tuc cudi, choc vé vung vé ctia han:

“Luru Van ¢6 nuong, c6 cudi ta. Ky thét c6 cai gi cling khong biét, con khong bang ta dau! Ta tir nho ludn di theo cong tir, ndi dén kinh nghiém giang
ho, 1a hon gap tram lan c6!”

Neoc D¥éi bi ning néi dén cam tirc, min mé miéng minh, bién bach.

Luu Véan cuoi noi:

“Oi, ni nguoi con nhod ding 1 gia bd rdi! Ngwoi ndi thir xem nguroi co duge kinh nghiém giang hd gi, dé cho ta ciiing co thém kién thirc nha!”

Ngoc Pai bi nang mot kich, nhat thdi thao thao bét tuyét:

“Ta noi cho ¢6 nghe! Chi cin nhin than thai ctia ngudi khac 1ién biét hin B nguoi trong giang hd! Hién tai thoi thé dang loan, mdi ngudi ién mang mot
thanh kiém bén nguoi d€ ty bao vé minh, chi xem bén ngudi cd hay khong binh khi lién phan doan ra duge. Ngudi trong giang ho doi vai vii khi ctia minh
déu mdt cach riéng, co nhin han d6i xtr voi binh khi cia minh nhu theé nao, néu cho du Ia Nic an com, uong tra, déu thuong muon so dén binh khi bén
hong mot cht, nguoi kia tam chin phan | ngwdi giang ho.Néu ¢6 nguoi di trong pham vi ctia hén ba thuée, han 1p tire canh giac, thi d6 1a mdt nguoi
kém cdi, cao thil chan chinh tuyét d6i s& khdng dé cho nguoi khac thay duge 12 minh dang phong bi. . ........”

Héin ndi ra vé thong sudt, chot khong nghe thily tiéng Luru Van nita, nhin ki, da thiy nang sm ngdi tré lai toa xe kéo Tap Negoc ciing ni chuyén. Ngoc
Dai khong khoi gidn dit, hir mdt tiéng, tirc gidn noi:

“Qué nhién nit nhin giéng tiéu nhan!”
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Niém Hurong bdng nhién to mo tiép 10i noi:

“Ngoc dai, nit nhan 1 chi Liru Van sao? Vay tiéu nhdn i c4i gi? Tiéu hai tir sao? Noi ndy tiéu hai tir chi co ngwoi nha! Nguoi 1 dang n6i chinh minh
sao?”

Negoc Béi b chuyén 10 ctia hiin lim xanh cé mit, chinh héin ciing khong gii thich duoc tiéu nhan  c4i g, chi 6 thé vénh mi¢ng lén vung dy cuong, néu
khong lai 1 d€ y chuyén giéu cot chinh minh.

Di duoc nira ngay, da thiy ven duong c6 mdt tip Ku, ¢6 ngudi mua nude tra diém tim. Ngoc i tinh tinh von | mdt tiu hai tir, nhéit thoi hung phén,
quay dau ndi nho:

“Cong tir, ching ta ciing di nira ngaty roi, mu6n nghi tam dé udng chit tra khong?”

Poan Moc Dung Tué thiy Ngoc DAéi trén méit mét modi, mo to hai méit nhin minhg, twa hd thuyét phuc hén di thoi di thoi! Hin khong khoi gat gat dau:
“Ciing tot, xudng xe di lai mjt chit dé gan cdt khong tri don.”

Ngoc Pai chay nhanh xudng xe ngua, trude hét m cira cho cong tir di ra, sau d6 hin voi va di xuyén qua xe, phong t6i trong quan tra kéu lén:

“Lio ban! Cho sau chén tra! Thém mdt phan diém tim!”

Hén vira ho xong, bong nhién pht gidc trong quén tra khong khi c6 chit ky Ia, , nguyén bén trong c6 t6i bay tam nam thanh nién ngdi, than sic trén it
X0 X4c tiéu diéu, tya 16 13 mi vira 1di & théo ludn céi gi vy, bi hén lon tleng nhu vay cat dut, déu quay dau nhin minh. Ngoc Déi 1ap tirc ngoan ngoan
cammiéng, anh it nhin nhimg ngudi &6 mot uot, gip ngudi trén lung déu deo bdi dao, trén ban chan cot Jy xa cap, mit trén ban tung toe rit nhidu
bin dét, hién nhién 1 chay trén duong d Ju, nhung trén it tuy ring rét c6 séc thi phong tran, lai v clng mét nhoc. Khong biét 1a dé tir ctia phai nio.
Nhitng nguoi dé vira thay 1a dira bé, lap tirc khong dé y im, quay tro lai tlep tuc ndi chuyén. Ngoc Déi di dén chd lo ba bung chdo bot cung diém tam,
mOt mit dyng théing 16 tai &é nghe, nhitng ngudi d6 giong ndi cuc thip, hin mo hd chi nghe duge ” Ngoc phong, thién thanh kiém quyét” cai gi, ngudi
cudi clng noi:

“Néu c6 thé ding cai ndy am con tin, &p ngudi ly hoa cung giao ra kiém quyét, ciing chura hiin khong phai c6 thé lam chi dao.”

Ngoc Bai trong long ca kinh, bon ho ¥ 1a néi Niém Hurong dai ca ?! He“tn thiy giong n6i ciia nhing ngudi ndy cuc thip, hién nhién cong phu khong kém,
chi so giip phién toai, p tirc chao bot ciing khong can, voi vang mudn ra ngoai kéu cong tir di mau, ai ngd Liru Van lai di dén, cudi noi:

“Bén ngoai lanh lim, sao khéng vao dy ngdi? A, van con vi tri ddy.”

Nang di trude tién vao, tim duge céi ban trong ngd ngach, thoi nhitng tro bui trén c4i bang ngdi di, lai ding khén tay lau lau mit ban. Nhirg thanh nién
nam tir vira thiy mt cai co gai tuyet sic dén day, 4nh mét déu nhin thing, n6i ciing da quén n6i. Aingd ctra lai mo ra Jn nita, 3 bon Poan Moc Dung
Tug, bon ngudi 4o xanh vira thdy Poan Moc Dung Tué, déu chdn dong, lap tirc moi nguoi dpu dua anh miét nhin vé phia sau hén nhin Niém Huong , d3
thay han tuy rang tuan t van nhi, nhung than thai thién chan vo cting, hién nhién Ia cai ké ngdc. Han!

Ngoc Dai voi vang bung chéo bot dit trén ban, girong miit nhin than thai than nhién ctia Poan Moc Dung Tug, khong thém dé ¥ xung quanh, hén khong
khoi nhe nhang kéu mot tieng:

Hén ni con chura dirt 104, Poan Moc Dung Tug lai gat git dau, n6i nho:

“Khong can lo Eing. Ngwoi trude ngdi xudng di.”” Han Dy Tran udng mdt ngum tra canh, hoi hoi nhiu méy, lau mot chit & miéng chén , thr dai:
“Nay khong biét 1 bao nhiéu nurée dé ndu ra tra nay?”

Hin budng cai chén, khong cham vao.

Hén vira n6i nhur vy, Tap Ngoc lp tire budng cai chén, khong cham vao nita, nhung Luru Van khong thém dé y chit nao, ubng mdt hép Ion, mot mit
not:

“Céc nguoi thyc m chuyén! Vira thiy la fién khong an. Néu céc nguoi thir qua ba ngiy khong do an, chi c6 thé di vao phong bép tam bg timdo du ma
an, lién khong chi y nhu vay ! D6 an 1a khdng theé chuy , cling khdng the Iang phi!”

Han Dy Tran cudi noi:
“Da, tai ha qué c6 sai. Lwu Van ¢6 nuong khong phai 13 hoa khoi Diéu Hong phurong sao, tai sao ¢6 thé trai qua viéc ba ngy khong an 2
Luu Vén lau miéng, gat dau noi:

“Ta dén nurdi lim tudi van 1 nguoi im ¢ phong bép, hoa khodi gi d6, bat qua 1 chuyén ctia hai nim sau ! Tuy néi cing B nguoi k§ vién, e nao ciing khi



dé ta, ning nlﬁt khong cho an com, hoac a ding cai choi danh ta hai céi. Ta cling khong phai con tho, ngoan ngoan nghe 104, khong cho ta dn com
nhung 1a ta di lay trdm, danh ta, nhung ta tron nha! Ky that, con song nhur the! It nhat lam cai gi déu la ty do tyr tai.”

Han Dy Tran tho dai mt hoi:

“Mudn trén doi ndy sinh tbn khong phai la chuyén dé dang, khong phai giang hd dao quang kiémanh, 1a trong long ngum déu cét gidu dao kiém Luu
Van c6 nrong, tai ha that su rit boi phuc ¢6. Vo ludn nhur thé no, c6 thé sdng duge dén gio, déu la khong d& dang .”

Hén vira dit i, lai nghe bén canh b5ng nhién phat ra mdt cau:

“Song khong d& dang! Ta xem nguoi lp tirc s& lai cang khong dé dang!”

N6i xong, chi nghe mot tran tiéng gio thé lrong, han quang chot l6e, Luu Van con khong kip phan tmg, lién bi Poan Moc Dung Tué mot phen 6m vao
trong long, né qua mot dao kia. Han Dy Tran mit thiy dao kia bo ve phia minh, cling khong dong, nhéch mi¢ng mim cudi, thuén tay nam ly cay diia
tric dung d€ xién thit , hai ngdn tay kep lai, lai dem cai nay dau véi cay dao hudng phia Luru Van, khong chit sirt me.

Nguoi ra tay la mot thanh y nam tir, thay hén hanh dong nhur thé, cam thay khong khéi ca kinh, voi vang rit dao tré lai nudn chay, ai ngd rit hai cai, cur
nhién khong trd lai. Han Dy Tran cuoi noi:

“Pay I mubn kam cai gi? Dot nhién ra tay mudn da throng ngudi khac,ngudi Thurong Hai phéi khong khoi qua vong dong rdi. Pang ngdi con c6 nit tir
cung hai dong, bi kinh hach thi nén lam thé nao cho phai?”’

Nguoi no vira nghe héin vach tran thin phén ctia minh, lai kinh hii, trong tay ding sirc vira kéo, ai ng Han Dy Trén vira vin thérchié'c diia, nguoing
nhat thoi dirg khong viingbi giut i vé phia sau vai budc, ngd ¢ trén ban, nhiing ticng dong 16n vang Ién, chén dia déu bi roi xuong dat.

Nhitng ngudi dong mbn gip su dé bi nhu thé, 1p tire Qéu 1t dao ra , chudng quay vira thiy c6 danh nhau, sém so téi mirc bo & dudi dat, dong ciing
khong dam dong. Chot nghe tén thanh y nam tir cam dau lanh ing néi:

“Dem c4i tén ngdc tir 40 x4m giao ra day! Bing khong,s& day cho cac nguroi chét 1 thé nao!”

Moi ngurdi vira nghe 1 hin mubn tim Niém Huong, déu sung sbt, sau do nghi lai nght dén than phan Niém Hirong sém & Lam Tuyén bi bai 19, nay nguoi
Thwrong Hai phai ciing vi Thién thanh kiém quyet y d0 bét Ay Niém Huong dé ap ché ngudi Negoc Phong. Han Dy Tran thén thé hoi dong mot chut,
dang mudn tién 1én tiép dén cai dam c6 miit khong trong ndy , ai ngd Tap Ngoc lai trude dimg lén.

“Vira r6i ai ndi hin 1 ngde tr?”

Nang lanh ling hoi, mdt cude d4 ving cai ghé & trude mit, tién Ién timg budc, nhin quét mdt vong,

Nhimng tén & Thuong Hai phdi théty nang dung nhan xinh dep, nhu nhurge, B mot thién kim tiéu thur, lai hung ton ni nhu vy, nhat thoi déu stmg s6t mot
chut,tén cam dau dot nhién né nu cuoi:

“La ta ndi, nguroi mudn sao?”
N6i xong cang cuoi cang 16n tiéng, chang thém ng t6i ai.

Hén dai d¢ tir Throng Hai phai, tén I Tram Bang, tuy rang Iﬁn déng ngudi thap bé, khudn mit gy, ciing l cao thi trong Tir Xuyén Thwong Hai, tir
trude dén nay tu phy, nghi Tap Ngoc 1a mdt nit tr nhu nhurge nhiéu 1oi, Ip tire lanh King néi:

“Chiing ta chi can théng ngbc kia! Doan Moc Dung Tug, viée ndy cling cac ngwoi Poan Moc thé gia khong quan hé! Nguoi néu nhing tay, d6 1a cling
Thuong Hai phai d6i dich!”

Poan Moc Dung Tué budng Luu Van ra, lanh nhat n6i:

“Hao, ta khong nhiing tay vao. Ta chi xem hom nay céc ngwoi nhur thé ndo dem ngudi mang di.”
Tram Bang dao nhon chi huréng Han Dy Tran, diém nhién nbi:

“Céc ha 1a ngudindo? Hay xung ténra!”

Han Dy Tran vira muon ndi chuyén, lai nghe “Dinh” mot tiéng, cdy dao kia cur nhién ban ra, suyt nita ri khoi tay. Trim Bang vi vang nam chit chudi
dao, nhin lai, da thay Tap Ngoc trong tay nam chit may vién Thi€t ban ra chau, lanh kmg nhin han, néi nho:

“Ngwoi ddm nhuc ma héin, phai chiu gido huin. Bimg ¢ d6 ndi nham, ra chiéu dil”
Tram Bang lim sao nguyén y cing nit tir nhiéu o4, séc nait gian ti di noi:

“Nguoi it tir nty khong biét tt xau! Viéc giang hd khong téi phién ngwroi xen mdm. Lui ra!”



Tap ngoc lanh nhat néi:
“Nguoi khong mudn, ta én!”

Loi con chua dit, than thé - nang tung kén, Tram Bang chi thdy nang ra mot quyén, mot quyen d4nh t6i mit chinh minh, hin cam thay hoi kinh ngac, c6 gai
ndy than tho that nhanh! Hén gio tay chin lai, nhung ciing khong tién ding cong phu di dbi pho nit tir, chi | ngin can , mdt mit trim giong noi:

“Sur phu nguroi 1 ai? ! Nhur thé ndo day nguoi loai phurong phép nay 2

Hin vira ndi xong, da thiy Tap Ngoc udn hung, hai tay chong chan trai hudng cim hin da t6i, hin voc dang von thip, co hd ciing bi mot cude d4 tring,
nhin khong dugc trong 1ong tirc gian, ning tay bit Iy mét c4 chin ciia nang, ai ngd hai chan vira di chuyén, dudi chan bong nhién bj vrdng, nguyén dui
ctia nang da sémkep duoc chan hén lai, Tram Bing lap tirc dimg khong ving, 1o dao mubn ngd. Tap Ngoc xoay nguoi dimg Ién, tay trai viron t6i, dé
nhe vai héin, hin khong chiu duoc, ngil xubng,

Phen nay giao thi ngay ca muoi chiéu cting chua xong, nhanh dén kinh ngudi, ngudi Thuong Hai phéi thiy dai su huynh nhanh nhu vay da bi ngudi im
ngd trén mit d4t, déu khong cir dong, cang khong thé nghi 1 do than phap ciia Tap Ngoc, hoan toan nhin khong ra sur phu ning 1 ngudi noi nao, dong
thc ctia nang ciing 14 trén giang hd chura bao gioy thdy qua, thd 16, vira nhanh vira chuén.

Téap Ngoc thdy hin té trén mit dat, lic nay budng ngudi ra, mt cude da ngay bung ctia héin , ngao nghé nhin xudng hén sic mit tai nhot, linh dam noi :

“N6i xin 16! Nhanh chit!”
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Muoi tim thang tur dai hoi luan vo ba nam mot 1an lai dién ra long trong, ndm nay I cir hang & dinh Thai Son. Pai hoi ludn v3 nay ki thue 1 dé phai Thai
Son ti thi, sau phéi Thai Son chia lim hai c4i chi nhanh, bon phéi cling tong phéi hang nam déu d vi vi tri churéng mon nhan tranh d4u mdt phen, nam
muroi mdt ndm trede tong phai rét cuc 1An dau tién thing duoc trong dai tai luan v3, tin churdng mbn tir d6 vé sau Bp nhiéu quy cii: ba ndm moi cho phép
tién hanh mot lan ty thi, hon nita moi nhitg ngudi dirc cao vong trong trong chdn v 1m dén chi tri cong dao, Ky phuc dng nguoi

Nay phai Thai Son trong chdn v 1Am da Ia danh mOn chinh phai hét strc quan trong, cling V3 bang Thiéu LAm ndi danh, nhung quy ci niy van phat
trién dén nay. Tong phai nam muoi mbt ndm trude doat dugc vi trf chuong mon nhan 1én nhur didu gip gi6, co hd mdi lAn luén v déu 4 ap dao théing loi,
bén phai din ddn mong manh, & giang hd tit ca moi ngurdi cam thiy Thai Son bdn phéi sép dén lic tuyét tich, lai dot nhién khong biét xuét hién tir dau
mdt dai nhn vit. Chin nm trude ngudi no dai bai tong phai dé nhit cao thu, diém nhién Ay duoc chire vi chudng mon nhan. Ngudi ndy tén i Pudng
Tam, vn chi i mdt dau bép bon phai, khong biét xuat phat tir c4i duyén gi bon trudng phéi nhin tring héin, hdn di nhién vo hoc ky tai, ba ndim ngin ngui
tu luyén duoc than cong, thoai mai xung ba Thai Son.

Khong ngd ngudi niy hoc vo hét stre loi hai, than thé lai di thuong suy yéu, chudng mdn nhan am khong dén hai nim lién bao bénh ma chét, vi tri
churdng mdn nhan dé tréng mdt nidm sau, lai bi ngudi tong phéi cudp di. Nhung Pudng Tam Iic con song da thu nhan mot hao dé tir, nim nay vira tron
hai muroi, con tudi nho da da bai vo s cao thi bén tong, lic hin xuéng ni tu hanh, xac dinh cao thi Ia Hudng hac cung, co hd dem Hac cong tr ty minh
ra tay d6i pho, tir d6 vé sau ¢ trén giang ho thanh danh dai chin, ngay ca truéng mbn phai Vo Pang Chu Quéng ddi véi héin déu khen ngoi, tur tay cho
hén tam chir: [ Kinh tai thiéu nién, Phi Thién Kim Long ].

Nguoi nay tén Tham Tiéu Gidc, tré thanh nhan vét dinh dam ¢ Thai Son Iudn v3, ngay ca chudng mon tong phai timg chinh mdmnbi qua, trong tong phai
dén nay khong ngudi c6 thé ciing Tham Tiéu Gie vo dau, chi so' chire chudng mbn ném nay roi vao tay nguoi bon tong, Boi vay lan ndy Thai Son dai
hoi da tros thanh sy kién dang chi ¥ trén gianh hd, co hd ngudi co danh tiéng déu di xem cude chién, m ndm nay phéi Thai Son mdi chi tri cong dao, trir
Thiéu Lam dai sw Khong Tudng cting V6 Pang chudng mon Chu Quéng, d6 1 ngurdi Poan Moc thé gia.

Nhung phy nhan Poan Moc Dung Tué Poan Moc gia lai ¢6 chuyén quan trong khong thé di xem cudc chién, én giao cho Poan Mdc Dung Tué. Day
ciing 1a mdt diém khac cta dai hoi Thai Son. Poan Mgc Dung Tué nam nay vira moi hai muroi tir, nghiém khac mé néi ciing chi 1 thanh nién, tré tudi nhu
vay lién lam cong dao, kho tranh khéi lam nguroi ta tire mat, han tdi xem cuc chien ciing 14 Iy do dé cac nit vd hi¢p giang hd du ngoan qua Thai Son.

bay Ia mot dién cb that dai, im Han Dy Tran dem chuyén xura cua Thai Son néi xong, troi ciing da t61. Luru Van ghé mat trén man, chép it to, nira
ngay moi nghen ra mot cau:

“Ténkia. . . ... C6 gi diic biét hon ngudi ! Cur nhién ngwoi nhidu nhur vAy héin déu xua nhu xua vit, cin ban 1 biét ngudi ta khong biét 16!

Han Dy Trin udng mot ngum tr, mdt mit cudi ni:
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” Luu Van ¢6 nuong, c6 thanh kjén voi mit nguoi cling khong gét dau. Boan Moc huynh v6 nghé cao cudng, 1 ngudi chinh trire, bao nhiéu danh mbn
chinh phai nit hiép déu doi véi han ngudng vong, Hon su cuia han khong chi Boan Mdc 3o gia quan tim, toan bd c6 gai vd lam déu quan tdmnha.”

Luu Van min mé miéng, khong biét Am tai sao chot nhé téi chuyén démkia, hai nang sau vira nhin thiy goc a0 Poan Moc Dung Tué lién theo ban ning
muontranh, khong biét nén nhur thé nao cunghandonmt Vi sao hén lai hon minh? La ngay do nang méc qua it, hay 14 anh trang qua dep? Nang ngay
do sg dén choang vang, bi héin 6m vé phong, hin cti dAu n6i gi d6, nang khong ¢6 nghe ra. Chi mo hd nhé rd hén n6i thit ¢ 181, con ¢b cai gi trach
nhiém ..
Péu ctia nang bong nhién bi nguoi ta v mdt cai, Tap Neoc ¢ phia sau than nhién nbi:
“Ngwoi quan quit iy mudn nghe chuyén xwra, hién tai chuyén xwa nghe xong, khi ndo thi di im com? Ta d6i mubn chét.”
Bén ngudi nang Niém Hirong miéng cang ngdy cang lanh loi, thong minh rit nhiéu, ciing cudi noi:

“Diing vdy, dung! Luu Vén, bung ta thit doi! Rat mubn in ca bam”
Luru Van ddi nay vé cang ngay cang lanh loi ctia Niém Huong khong t6t, nang trimg hén liéc mét mot cai:

“Mudn an chinh minh di im! Hém nay chi c6 thit trau, khong cho an!”
Niém Huong bi nang niing, nhat thoi kh so giir chét tay 4o Tap Ngoc , Tap Negoc thd dai:

“Nguoi lai khi d& hén, doi hin khoc nguoi t6i an i, ta mic ké.”
Luru Vén hir mot tiéng, dimg 1én mo ctra, mt nit noi:

“Hin a tuéng cong cta nguoi, hén khoc ta khong dau long! Bing rdi, Poan Moc Dung Tué tén khdn kia di chd nao? Ta & trong biét phit ctia hin mbe
meo 1én rdi, hin rdt cude khi ndo thi tinh khoi hanh di Thai Son?”
Lo ctia nng dot nhién dimg lai, béi vi cira vira md ra, Poan Moc Dung Tug dang dimg & cira, cti dau king king nhin nang, Luru Van ha héc vi kinh
ngac, d6t nhién bi sac, kich liét ho khan, mét do 1én, cling khong bict 14 then thing hay 13 ho khan tao thanh . Poan Moc Dung Tué nhe nhang thay nang
VO VO phia sau lung, n6i nhd:

“Nguoi von thit 16 méng.”

Luu Vén voi vang day ra tay hin, nhay dung ba thudc, gidng nhur trén quy. Poan Moc Dung Tué ciing khong gin, di vao nha, Han Dy Tran cuoi ndi:
“Poan Moc huynh, c6 ctng Iénh t6n lién lac ? Lo nhan gia khong phéi dang chay t6i c4i goi i hai ngoai tién son tim kiém than tién?”

Poan Moc Gia Hoa, ciing chinh 1 phu thin Poan Moc Dung Tug, 1 duong gia ctia Poan Moc thé gia. Ong cing v6i Boan Moc Dung Tué qua thue 1
hai thai cuc, lan dAu tién gip ong, Han Dy Tran trong niit déu phéi roi ra . Han von tudng ring Boan Moc Dung Tug lanh ling cao ngao nhu thé nay,
phu tit nhién ciing 1 ngudi uy nghiém, ai ngd dng ca ngay déu cudi hip myit, mot chit tinh tinh ciing khong giong, cung 6ng ndi chuyén, mot than thu vo
cong cao cuong, lai khong dé y tranh chép vo Am, ca ngay chi viii dau thr phong cing nhirng thr truyén thuyét than tién quai di, khong c6 vice gi lién
bién mat that lau, nguyén I roi bén di tim Bdng Lai tién son . Sau Han Dy Tran hoi qua Boan Mc Dung Tug, phy than rdt cude ¢6 tim duoc tién son,
Poan Moc Dung Tué ngoai cudi nhung trong khdng cudi noi:

“Hén mdi lin déu mang rét nhiéu rong bién tré v&, nguroi néi hén tim duoc khong?”

Han Du Tran dé khoc dé cudi, Poan Moc cung phy thin qua that khac nhau, hén cling v6i mau than lai nhur [ ra nhét triét, cung lanh kng, cao ngao, vo
tran. Ky quai 13, vo chong tinh cach di thuong khac xa nhau nhur thé, lai cir thién tinh thAm nhur vay, Poan Moc mau than I co hd sting nich phéng tiing
phu quén r6i bén huong thy ty do, phy thén tuy rang thuong xuyén khong ¢ trong nha, nhung moi thang déu trd vé mot lan, nhi tir cling khong thay, chi
c6 thé tir. Cho nén, tuy rang trén danh nghia chtii Poan Mdc }hé gia 13 Poan Mc Gia Hoa, trén thure t€ 1a Poan Mdc mau than cting Poan Mdc Dung
Tug, hai ca ca Boan Moc cing hin phu than khong sai biét lim , mt ngudi yéu thich tranh, mjt ngudi theo phu thin bon chay, can ban ding nghi trong
cgfly vao hai ngu(‘)i‘bon ho. Lap tl:I’C Han Dy Tran wira hoi, khong doi Poan Mdc tra 1oi, chi xem sac mat bict tat nhién khdng tim duge phy than, lan nay
lién héi mdt van dé nho Bach Hiu San trim hrong hoang kim , ciling khdng tim ra phy than r6t cudc chay téi “Tién son” gi .

Poan Moc Dung Tu¢ hit mt hoi:

“Ta von khong mudn xem cudc chién tai Thai Son dai hoi, Ian nay xemra khong di khong duoc.”

Luu Van vira nghe c6 thé di Thai Son xem luén v3 dai hoi, nhét thoi da quén luc trude ngurong ngling, tron tron cap it nhay ratrude miat hén, cudi noi:
“That sur c6 thé di? Rét t6t ! Khi ndo thi di?”

Poan Moc Dung Tué thiy nang vui vé, khoe mdi khong khéi ciing goi Ién, ni nho:

“Ngy mai xuit phat, An nay khong nén nhanh chong, ctr chim rai di.”



Luu Vén ty nhién hung phan dén co hd mudn nhay dyng lén, Niém Huong bdng nhién king 1& 16 tay 40 Tap Ngoc, n6i nho:

“Thai Son canh dep imsao?”

Téap Ngoc simg sdt mdt chit:

“Ta chua hong di qua, chi nghe ngudi ta n6i, Thai Son khi nit trdi moc 1 tuyét canh. Lan ndy di, ching ta s& cliing ngim canh.”

Niém Huong git gat dau, bong nhién lai hoi:

“Tap ngoc, nguoi nghi ta hon nguoi thi sa0?”

Tap Neoc chot vira nghe héin hoi nhur vay, khong khoi ca kinh toc déu dung 1én, then thing ciing d4 quén, trimg niit hiin, ca im hoi:

“Nguoi. ... .. Nguwoidayla. .. ... L4 tir chd ndo bat chudc. . . . . . Hoc dugc ? 1”7

Niém Huong thuén khiét giéng nhur to gidy tréing, khi ndo d hoc xong méy thir nay? Cai tén hdn dan nao day hin ? | Niém Hirong néi nho:

“Ngiy do, ta mt minh di trong vién ngoan, nghe duc Poan Moc Dung Tué cimg Luru Van néi chuyén, hin néi cai gi hon nang, lién nhét dinh s& phu
trach, con ndi 14 vi thich mdi mu6n cting nang. Ta nhin thay Luu Van mt that 2 do, nhung giong nhur bd dang rat vui vé. Tap Ngoc, ta cting thich nguroi,
ta cling c6 theé hon nguoi? Ta cling chiu trach nhiém.”

Téap Ngoc mét do 1én, Poan Moc Dung Tué ngudi niy cu nhién xudng tay nhanh nhw vay? ! Nhu thé nao Bm cho Niém Huong thiy duoc? ! Niém
Huong thay nang chdm chap khong néi 101 ndo, khong khai lai noi:

“Tép ngoc, cai gi goi [a hon?”
Tap Ngoc so run mdt ic 1u, bong nhién mot phat nhéc Ién canh tay cuia hén, voi la lén:
“Nguoi di theo ta!”

Luru Van thiy hai ngudi nhu gié chay ra ngoai, khong khoi kéu lén:

“Pi chd nao nha? Conmudnancom . . . . .

Loi con chura n6i hét, hai nguoi déu da chay di mét . Tap Ngoc 16i Niém Huong, chay t6i cira phong khach, nang m6i dem Niém Huong 4n Ién tudng,
ndi nho:

“Niém Huong, nhitng 10i niy vé sau trim ngan khong thé ndi ra trude mit nguoi khac, 16 chua?”’
Niém Huong nhin nang d6 burng niit, ngac nhién noi:

“Visao? Tap Ngoc, nguoi khong thich ta hon nguoi sao? Ta vé sau khong bao gio nira. . . . . .
Téap Ngoc ly tay bit lai miéng ctia hiin, mét do 1én n6i nho:

“Khong . . . ... Khong phéi. Nhung, nhitng 1oi ndy khong thé ¢ trurde mit nguoi khéc ndi, nguoi chi ¢6 thé cing ta noi, 16 chwra?”’
Niém Hirong cdm tay nang, 6n nhu noi:

“Kya, ta c6 thé hon ngwoi sao? Tap Ngoc, ta rit thich nguroi.”

Téap Ngoc xdu hd dén co hd mubn chui vao k& dét, hin con ngdy tho nhin nang chiam cham, hoi:

“Hon l cai gi? Ta lam nhur thé nao?”

Nang dot nhién cén chat ring, bung By mit cta han, ding strc dem mdi ctia minh dén 1én mbi ctia hén, bdng nhién mdi dau nhire, nguyén la nang dimg
strc qua mirc, hai ngudi ring nanh d4nh vao nhau, déu dau dén nhiu may. Niém Hurong che miéng lai, mau chay ra ngoai, hin lim bdm noi:

Tap Ngoc bo tay hénra, X0ay Nguoi mudn di, t6t nhét tron di chd khong ai nhin thiy, gidy phit ndy that la ngurong ngiing. Nang so' &' mbi, chdy mau,
thyec &, nang ciing khong biét lam nhur thé ndo mdi 1 hon mdt ngudi, chi biét dan moi 1 6t rdi, ai ngd lai con cham téi ham ring, dau cue ky. Niém
Huong dudi theo, 6m cb nang, voi la lén:

“Ngwoi, ngwoi dimg di! Tap Ngoc! Ta sai im rdi! Lan sau ta khong bao gior hon ngwoi nita!”

Khi luc ctia hin so voi Tap Ngoc 16n rAt nhidw, hon nita khong biét khéng ché nhur thé ndo, Tap Ngoc bi hin kep cd cohd té xuéhg, hai nguoi lao dao



vai vong, rdt cyc cting nhau ngii vao déng tuyét.

“C6 dau khong? C6 dau khong?”

Niém Hurong xanh it hoi, mdt mit dem tay 40 cla nang nang lén, lAm19 ra da tay tréing ngéin clia nang, Héin fan dau tién nhin thiy cénh tay i tir, chi
camthay cuc ky dep mut, nhung cu thé 1 dep nhur the nao, ciing khong n6i nén 1oi chi ¢6 thé dimg do. Tap Ngoc déy hén ra, hai nguot hai dau day
tuyét, cang thém chat vat, nang chi mubn chay nhanh vé phong, dem chuyén ndy thanh gidc mdng, ai ngo Niém Huong bdng nhién cam canh tay ciia
nang, cli dau hon miéng vét thurong trén khuyu tay, nguyén c6 chut dau lai bi hon Ién nén c6 chit run ray. Tap Ngoc ca nguoi déu chan dong, mat do Ién
muon rit tay V8, nhung lai khong rat dugc, ¢6 I chinh nang ciing khong rpuon budng ra. Chi cam thdy moi ctia hin theo canh tay lan tran én phia trén,
sau d6 han 6m c6 nang, theo ban ning, hon ma hon tran nang, dén mirc tat ca dcu hot hoi run Ién, cam giac t& dai nhu khuéch tan, nang cam giac chan
minh bat dau nhu nhiin ra. Sau d6, moi nang bong nhién nong Ién, hin nhe nhang hon kén , e nay day, khong con rang va cham Hai nguoi tre tubi déu
nomnép lo s¢, so'minh lim khong ding, cho nhau diu dang thong tha hon d6i phuong, chéng so tuyet trén ngudi da hoa nude, chay toi co lanh nhur
bang, cling twdi khong tat ddy long kia nhiét tinh nhur Iira. Khong biét qua bao lau, Niém Hurong bong nhién 6m chét Iy nang, ghé dau vao toc nang, lam
bam, run giong ndi:

“Ta...... Ta rit thich nguoi. . . . . . Tap ngoc! Nguoi dung budng. . . . . . Omta mot cail”

Tap Ngoc chim rai mo hai tay, dua hén 6m vao 1ong, trong long chi cam thiy c6 that nhidu tinh cam, lai ndi khong dwoc. Hai ngudi ndm trong déng tuyét
Om chit lay nhau, khong thé d€ y quan 4o bi thim udt, giong nhur noi ndy I thién duong, khong ai nuon bude ra.
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Tr.'%imBéng chua timg chiu qua nhyc nha nay, p tirc mat truéng thanh mau gan heo, mot churdng vung qua, Tap Ngoc voi vang nhéc chan xoay ngudi,
Tram Bang nhdy dung Ién, trong tay cam theo dai dao, trimg mat nang,

Noéi vé ndi lyc, nang ciing khong c6 gi dac biét, noi vé cong phu quyén cudc, nang lai khong c6 mot chit két cAu, khinh xuat dmg Ién ding la khong on,
héin bi nang mang, lai bi danh ha trude Thuong Hai phai phan dong su dé, con tire ndy hén nhw the ndo cling khong tiéu di, khong khoi sat khi noi lén,
hoanh dao dé trude nguc, lanh lanh nhin nang, sau mot Kic 1Au méi noi:

“M6i vira 16i I ta khinh dich. Dén, ching ta hio miy chiéu!”

Han Dy Tran thdy hén that sw ndi gian, Tap Ngoc tat nhién khong phéi i ddi thi ctia héin, mdi vira rdi ching qua 13 nang c6 mot it quyen phép ¢b quai
me hoac nguoi ma thoi, Trim Bang | Tt Xuyén Thirong Hai phai dai dé tir, cong luc cao tham, mdt thién kim tiéu thur sao c6 thé 1 dbi thi cia hin!
Hén voi vang hé mdm n6i:

“Tur M4 ¢6 nurong! D¢ tai ha thay ngwoi inh gido Tram dai hiép!”

Tap Ngoc con chua ndi ndi, TrAm Bang lai lanh g n6i:

» Lam trén lién bo chay?! Khong dé dang nhur viy! Hom nay néu ai nhing tay viéc ndy, dimg trach dao ta vo tinh!”

Hin dem dao dung Ién, tryc chi ngue Tap Ngoc, lai ndi:

“Ngwoi hily xung tén ra! Ta khong giét ngudi vo danh!”

Téap Ngoc khong thém dé y dén hén, thiy hén 16 ra binh khi, ning ciing theo trong tay 4o Iy ra thanh doan kiém kia , lanh nhat noi:

“Nguoi 1 ai, dam hoi tén bon tiéu thu? 1

Tram Bang gian di, lai cang khong tra 1i, dem dao vung Ién, xuét chiéu dao uon th trong lic nhat thdi anh dao giéng nhur mdt vong Bang Nguyét, khi
hén xoay quanh than. Ngwoi Thirong Hai phai thiy dai su huynh dem nay bo luan hdi dao phap khong hé so ho, khong khoi lién thanh tram trd khen
ngoi. TramBang von ngay thurong thap bé, dong tac lai linh hoat cuc ky, Tap Ngoc chi thay hén 4nh dao vira dong, lai giéng nhu mt manh han quang
dap vao mit, giéng nhur trong nhay it d6, sat khi nhur hai hrdi dao dam t6i, nang von thiéu kinh nghiém ciing ngudi dénh nhau, p tirc ban nang hui vé
phia sau vai budc.

Aingo b0 ludn hdi dao phép nay quy di, ké dich tién ta lui, du hén nhap bo; ké dich lui ta tién, cach tré dudng lui. Nang vira lui xudng chinh gita nguoi
Tram Bang, dao trong tay cang phat ra hung 4c. Hén voc dang cuc mich, s¢ truong danh gip 14 ca, Tap Ngoc chi camthy dao cta hin gidng nhu ngan
long, 16 ra ring nanh ¢6 thé cén dirt chan ctia minh, nang dén dén theo khong kip tiét tAu ring nanh ctia n6, bi hén birc t6i goc chét.

Tram Bang bdng nhién ha thip ngudi, mdt phen dai dao co hd 1a dan it vung xudng, Tap Ngoc bi héin bure ép, dem thn thé nhit tung, xoay nguoi én
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ban, ai ngd héin mit dao chém dit chén ban, nang nl}ét thoi dimg khong vitng, lap tirc ngd xu6ng, Tram Bing dang hai chan mot chit, phéan thi nang dao
Ién! Chiéu nay kéu Ia thic ngyra hrng, mot dao di xuong di d€ dem nguoi chém thanh hai doan!

Téap Ngoc gidt minh, theo ban ning mudn nhéy dung Ién, ai ngd bén tai bdng nhién truyén t6i mot thanh dm tram thp ctia 6ng Fo:

“Khong so! Ding doan kiém chén!”

Nang ban ning huy kiém m ra! Chi nghe’Pinh” mdt tiéng, Tram Bing dao nhon bi &y, ban Ién cao, cubi cing roi xuéng Bién d6i dot nhién, tit ca moi
ngudi ngdy dai, da thay Téap Negoc dimg Ién, trong tay doan kiém gio that cao, ma Tram Bang dao bi chat dut ¢ gira Hin trén nit than sdc co chit
budn cudi, khong thé tin nhin doan dao bi chit dirt, bo dang kia, tht gidng nhur ding dao dén cti, dao lai dirt ra khdng cach ndo tudng tuong,

Tap Ngoc dot nhién xoay nguoi dimg len, Trém Bing chi cam thiy trén c;é chot lanh, doan kiém da ghe sat ¢b han. Hin so run sau mot ldc lau, tha b(x)rng
nhién budng long, doan dao van nam trén dat, kinh ngac nhin Tap Ngoc an doan ki€m, trén tran han mo héi lanh chdy rong rong, sac mét hot hodng trang
béch.

Tap Ngoc hit mdt hoi, tinh ling sau mdt lic 1au, moi phun ra hai chir:

*Néi xin 6i!”

Moi ngudi thiy nang vi mdt cau 101 ni diia nhur thé, khong tiéc Jy sinh ménh danh nhau, khong khoi khong n6i gi. Tram Bang sic mit tring béch, that
Jau sau, mdi khan giong ndi :

“‘Nay...... Pay i doankiém . . . . . Nguyén lai, nguyén lai nguoi a d dé ciia hin! Hao. . . . . . Hao. ..... Ta xin 161! La ta n6i 15!
Téap Ngoc goi én khée miéng, trén nit thin sic ngao nghé lai thién chan, cuoi noi:
“Nguroi sém noi ndy mot cau co phai khong co viée gi .”

Nang Bp tie ap tirc thu hdi doan kiém, xoay ngudi roi di, khong day duwa nhidu. Moi ngudi thiy nang nhu thé, lai khong néi gi. Trim Bang bong nhién
cd chit mét moi noi:

“C6 nuong, thinh tam thoi dimg budce!”

Tap Ngoc quay dau trimg hén:

“Sao? Con khong chiu phuc?”

Tram Bang sic mit kh& bién, nhu mudn phét tac, nhung lai cb nén di xudng, tram giong noi:

“Tonsu. .. ... Lo nhn gia ong ta van khoe chir?”

Téap Ngoc dot nhién nhé t6i mGi vira 1di lic nang sip bi chit, bén tai xac thue c6 nguoi nhic nhd chinh minh huy kiém, thanh 4mkia chi c6 thé I sur phu.
Nang khong khoi quay dAu nhin chung quanh, nhung 1 trong quan tra trir ngudi Throng Hai phai, lién chi c6 mot nguoi so dén phat run, nguoi do co
rau dai tring, khudn mét ctia mdt o gid! Nang c6 chit khé hiéu nheo mt, 1 a0 giac?

Nang sau mdt Iic 1au moi ndi:

“Hin...... Van déu t6t Bm Ngwoi hoi toi lam cai gi? Ngwoi biét hin?”

Trim Bang ban mang so hdi noi:

“Néu ton su | HO Duong..., ta ¢ 101 hoi hén. Thwong Hai phai Db Van Sanh hoi hin, hai muroi ndm i, con ghi nhé T6 Can Huong. . . . . . 2" Han
vira dut 101, trén mat bong nlnen phun ra mau, Tap Ngoc ngan ngo, chi cam thay vai giot mau ban tung toe di trén nt, nhat thoi khong biét chuyén gi xay
ra. TAt ca moi nguoi chin dong, da thiy Trim Bang khong biét khi no tring 4m khi, mdt tiéu dao gidng nhur mong tay niu bac cim trén gd ma, xuyén
qua nit hén tir tréi qua phéil

Tram Béing ho to, ng xubng khong nglrmg lin Ion, trén mit vé nit gin nhur dién cudng, ngwoi Thuong Hai phéi vira théy dai su huynh thanh thim trang
nay, khong khoi déu s¢ t61 mirc nhao Ién, khong biet am khi trén it hén tir déu ban toi. Ai ngo Tram Bang tru 1én mot ticng, lay tay iéu mang bit miéng
minh, cang dang so' co bap han nhung dan dan hu thoi, khong bict 1 ai 16n hé mdt tieng:

“Co doc!”

Trong quan tra nhét thoi 6 én.

Tap Ngoc ngo ngéc nhin Trim Bang, mit ctia héin da mudn rita ra, bén trong dau hudi cling bt dau bién thanh mau den, v6 clng thé thim. Nang dot
nhién cam giac ghé tom, ha mom muon 6i, than minh vira mdi dong, lai bi ngudi d3. Nhin lai, 1 Han Dy Tran, han tram giong noi:

“Mau lau mau trén mat!”



Tap Ngoc con chura kip dong, mdt bén sém c6 ngudi gio én tay 4o cudng cudng lau, nang tap trung nhin vao, B Niém Huong, Han so hai nhin Tram
Bang, im bAm noi:

Tap Ngoc voi vang bat léy tay hén, t61 sat bén canh hin, nhe giong ndi:
“Pimng so. Nguoi khong co viée gi la tot rdil”

Ngay Iic nguoi Thuong Hai phai con hdn loan, Poan Mdc Dung Tué bong nhién di dén bén Tram Bang dang hon mé, héin mang theo cai bao tay da,
cam tiéu dao, dwra Ién mili ngiri, sdc mit khong doi.

“Pay | Hu huong thdi. . . . . . ”

Hur huong théi | cue tréin quy doc, néu sir dung thich hop con ¢6 thé ha giai vét thuong, im duoc figu. N6 ¢6 diic tinh chinh | kién tao thit thdi, 1 ai
tan nhan dem n6 boi di am khi? Poan Moc Dung Tué dem tiéu dao 1én ngang méit, bong nhién nhin thdy & chubi dao mot cai ky hicu, nhat thoi bimg tinh,

“Tuyén Dung Hurong, ngwoi con muén trén khi ndo? Ra tay da thurong nguoi ciing khong ra mit, day khong phéi tic phong ctia nguoi !

Hién lanh Ring ni xong, dem 4m khi néim trong tay, quay dAu nhin phia cira. Lai nghe tir cira thanh 4m n6i nho:

“Ta von khong mudn lai choc phién toai, nhung 1 ngudi no trurde mit moi ngudi dn ndi tuc danh. Sao c6 thé khong chiu chit gido hun?”

Tét ca moi ngudi ca kinh, déu trong qua, da thy tir cira mot i tr cd nguoi 4o tréng cham rai di vao, pham 14 clng nang d6i dién moi nguoi nhin khong
dugc ring minh mdt cdi. Nang qua thue nhu 1 ding bang tuyet tao nén nhén, trir toc cing con mat | mau den, khac hoan toan la mot tir khi trang. Trén
mét nang mdt chit bicu cam ciing khong co, trong anh mit ciing 1a ho hitng, néu nang khdng c6 n6i chuyén, thoat nhin qua thire giong mot cai tugng go.

Boan Moc Dung Tué ngon tay bén ra, miii &m khi khinh phiéu phiéu bay vé phia Dung Huong, chi thiy tay 40 ciia nang hoi dong mdt chit, ai ciing thiy
khong 16 nang rot cude I dong nhur thé ndo, mili am khi kiactr nhur vay bi nang cuon vao trong tay ao.

Poan Moc trAm giong ndi:

“Thét khong nghi t6i Tuyén o cung chii con tha nguroi xubng niti, chuyén ba nam trudc ddy hin da quén sao?”’

Dung Huong n6i nho:

“Ta da thé tuyét khong choc bét ctr chuyén gi. Hom nay néu khong phai nghe duoc c6 ngudi phat ngdn bira bii, ta von khong mudn ra tay.”

Boan Moc that lau sau khong néi chuyén, Tuyén Dung Huong, ngudi ndy lai Jan nita xuat hién, giéng nhur hon d4 trong hd nude. Ba nim trude ddy, nang
tur tién xudng nii, don glan chi 1 dich tn Ha Nam Str gia trang phai xut khiu ci lai nAng mot cau, nang lién diét dich ton phéi cao thép hon nam muroi
ngudi trong mot dém, ca gde o ciing khong con. Viée nay kinh dong phai Thiéu Lam, dii sao sur viéc & Ha Nam, nguoi xuat thi | nguoi Ngoc Phong,
Namdé néu khong phai dai ca nang Tuyén Minh Hurong ra niit dicu giai, chi s¢ lai s€ hinh thanh v s6 danh mon chinh phai tu tap lai di thao phat Ly hoa
cung .

Viviée ndy, Tuyen 10 cung chit gidn di¥, dem nang nhdt trén dinh ndi Ngoc, tir nay vé sau khong dugc 10i di nira bude. Nhung khong ngd hém nay
nang lai 1an nita xudng nti! Lan nay 1 vi chuyén gi? Poan Mdc nhin khong dugc quay dau nhin thoang qua Niém Huong, 14 vi hin sao?

Dung Hurong tir trong long ngue By ra mdt c4i binh nhd, ném én nguoi Trim Bang, lanh nhat ndi:

> Dem héin nhanh vé di, ding nu6c trong binh tim ngdy ba an, boi thudc i nita. Néu héin van khi t6t, khong qué ba thing con ¢6 thé ndi chuyén, bang
khong ca doi camdiéc. Ve sau ndi chuyén can than mdt chit, bang nhan truyén 101, cling muon chon nguoi tot.”

Nguoi Thurong Hai phai thiy nang than thi nhur thé, im sao con dam xen mdm, 1p tirc ba chan bon cang mang Tram Bang xam xit do tau, dau ciing
khong dam quay lai.

Nang bdng nhién xoay dau lai, binh tinh nhin Tap Ngoc, tap ngoc chi cam théy trong mit nang kinh mac d; thwong, mot chit cam tinh dao dong déu
khong co, trong long khong khoi kinh hai. Nhung tir nh6 hoc 16 nghi khong cho phép nang yéu mém, nang dimg thang Ién, sau mot lic lau chi cam thay
Dung Huong ndi luc rat manh, theé nhung khong biet rd nhu ndo, cdm thay khong khéi hodng so.

Dung Huong nhin thét lau sau, bdng nhién nhdc chan di téi, im nhu muén bat nang, Tap Neoc con khong kip trdn tranh, Han Du Tran bong nhién ngin
tr¢ trude mat nang, han ¢ chut thAm tram nhin Dung Huong, sau mdt lac 1au, méi ndi nho:

“Dung Huong tiéu thur, dai ca ctia ta mbi ngay déu nhd ngwoi.”

Dung hirong bdng nhién giat minh, trong mét gidng nhau bj nhap mdt vién hon da nho, dan dan c6 gon song lan tran, nang trim mic d4 lu da Ay, moi
nhe nhang noi:



“Hin. .. ... HinconnhGta. . .. .. ? Viy tai sao khong dén timta? Visao. . . . . . Mbi ngay chi cting my nhén choi diia, ciing khong thém nhin t4i ta
mit cai?”

Han Dy Tran 6n nhu n6i:

“Hén da biét sai, tir khi ngwroi roi khoi, héin ca ngay com nurée khong mang, van nhé k¥ tén nguoi. Nguoi. . . . . . nhAn tim Bm cho hén nhur thé chiu khd
sao?”

Dung Hurong so run sau mdt lac 1au, b5ng nhién Am bam noi:

“Hin. ... .. Hin ciing hiéu duoc cai gi goi B comnude khong mang? Ngay do, héin khong phéi noi, trén doi ndy quyét s& khong c6 mot ngum c6 thé
Jam cho hin dé trong long sao? Hudng hac cung nhidu my nhan nhur vy, hin nhur thé ndo nhé ta? Nguoi. . . . . . Nguoi khéng can gat ta .’

Han Dy Trin nhe giong ndi:

“Ta khong c6 lira ngwoi, dai ca tht sy moi ngly déu 6 nhé nguroi. Nhung Huéng hac cung mdi ngity sur vu ban ron, hén khong thé di tim ngwoi. Nguoi
that sy khong nuon di xem hin sao? Ba nim 161, han cling dt kho .”

Dung Hurong ngin ngo, trong niit gon song bdng nhién binh finh tr6 lai, nang ndi nhe:

“Thoi, syr tinh som qua . Bay gio ndi 1oi ndy ¢6 céi gi y nghia d4u? Ngiy d6 chiing ta ndi tir nay vé sau mbi ngudi di mt nga, lai nhé ddi phwong, ciing
khong phai la ngdc sao. . . . . . ?

Han Dy Trén nghe nang n6i nhur thé, khong biét tiép 1i nhur thé nao. Dung Hirong bong nhién nhin vé phia Niém Hirong dang ngan nguoi, mot hoi, nang
16 ra mot cai twoi curoi, that giong nhur bang ti€u tuyét tan, nang 6n nhu noi:

“Niém Hurong, cing ty ty tr& vé di?”

Niém huong kinh ngac nhin nang, trong mét hinh nhur ¢6, trén tran dai hain chay rong ron vo s6 xung dot, hién nhién dang hao hét tAm Iyrc m nghi.
Dung Hurong thiy héin khong dap, khong khoi lai noi:

“Ngwoi da quén sy tinh trude kia ciing khong can, tré vé& ¢b cung, xong qua ly hoa bat kiéu thir tim quan, rit nhanh s& tot im.”

Tap Ngoc hoang s¢' nhin Niém Huong, hén that sy mudn di? Han that mudn di roi? | Nang bong nhién bét By tay a0 Niém Huong, nhe nhang kéu mot
tieng:

“Niém Huong. . . . ..
Hin theo ban nang cam tay ning, tron phia sau nang, toc toc phat run, hién nhién d6i v6i nit tir bang tuyét trude mét so hai vo cling. Hén vinh vién ciing
khong bict, dong tac nay cho Tap Ngoc bao nhiéu diing khi, nang can chat rang, dem Niém Huong ngén trd phia sau, ngang dau trirng mit nhin Dung
Huong, ding anh mat khang cu nang.

Dung Hurong rii méit xubng , khé hit mdt tiéng;

“Nguoi con khong tinh tao lai sao? Ciing khong hé gi, ty ty van bao vé nguoi.”

Nang bong nhién girong miét, 4nh it sang quéic nhin Tap Ngoc, Tap Ngoc chi cam thdy sat co ciia nang gidng nhu thiy tridu tudn di, loai sat khi nay,
cting mGi vira rdi 50 sanh voi Tram Bang, qua thuc 1 cach biét mot trdi, Tap Ngoc khong hoai nghi minh vira dong day, ciing s& bi nang chém thanh bay
tam doan, 4nh nit ctia nang n6i cho nang biét, nang s& ding phwrong phép tan khdc nhit dé giét nang

Téap Ngoc 1ong mao dung dimg, md hoi lanh chay rong rong xudng, hai chin bdng nhién phat run, ning cam gidc minh sp duy tri khong duoc . . . . .
“Nguoi i 6 dé Ho Duong?”

Dung huong lanh king n6i

“Ta chi nghi' o mOt thién kim, nhung khong ngo lai lich cuia ngwoi khong nho! Mot khi da nhur vy, Niém Huong cang khong thé cing nguroi qua mirc
than mat! Ngoc phong trén dinh, chi han khong thé dem mau H6 Duong té thin! Nguoi trd vé ndi cho Hb Dwong, mdt ngity ndo d6, héin nén vi chinh
minh ma cudi hac quy tién!”

Tap Ngoc 1ot cuc 1ot cude nhin khong duroc, toan thin mém nhiin, co h@),nuén ngd xudng, trén lung bdng nhién bi nguoi da, nang quay dau nhin lai, da
thay Luru Vén khong biét khi nao thi dimg lai day. Nang méc k¢ trude mat nif tir quai qui nay I ai, cur nhién dam coi thuong Tap Ngoc! Chéc la chan
song!

Luu Van hung ton nhin trirg trimg, lanh Ring néi:

“Nguoi n6i di chura?! Neudi ta héo héo vo chdng, ngwoi khong nén dén chin ngang thuyét tam dao ti, chi ¢6 tam ¢6 Iyc ba mdi c6 thé nham chén nhur



vay! Ta moi miic ké nguwoi 14 cai gi ty ty mudi mudi, Niém Huong i ngudi ctia Tap Ngoc! Ngwoi tinh im gi?! Con khong mau tré vé dil”

Nang 11 con chura n6i hét, chi cam thdy Poan Moc Dung Tué bdng nhién chay t6i trude mét nang, tay 4o mdt quyén, ngon gitta kep mot tiéu dao miu
bac, han dem d6c am khi ném tré lai, di€ém nhién noi:

“Tuyén Dung Hurong, noi niy con chua t6i phién nguroi im can!”
Dung Huong mim cudi xoay ngudi, mai tiéu dao roi xuéng, nang lanh ing nhin Luau Van, sau mdt Kic 1au, mdi néi:
“Thoi, hdmnay ta con c6 viéc, tam thoi khong cting cac nguoi so do. Poan Mdc Dung Tug, ching ta murdi tdm thang tu tai dinh Thai Son hdi ngd.”

N6i xong, nang ca ngudi gidng nhur con diéu méu tring, 1ap tire thodt ra ngoai cira, dap canh tung hoanh, Bp tirc bién miét, khinh cong nhur thé, that sur
lam cho ngudi ta liu Tudi.

Boan Moc dung tué hit mt hoi, go bao tay ky da xudng, quay d4u nhin thoang qua Luu Vén, ning tuy ring so t6i mirc sic mit tring béch, ciing van con
¢6 tinh thén, it to kinh ngac trimg nhin han.

“Lan sau, khong thé 16 méng nhur vay.”
Hén nhe nhang ndi xong, bdng nhién nang tay, diu dang phii tc nang , nhe nhang nhur mot an gi6 vay.
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Tir lic d6 vé sau doc theo dudng di, Tap Ngoc khong con ndi mdt chit. Luu Van thiy nang rau ri khong vui, ién ciing trim méic theo , Niém Hirong sic
it kho hiéu, khong bict dang suy nghi gi, Poan Mc von [a mt nguoi tram niic, lai s€ khdng noi, trong Nic nhat thoi trong xe ngwa khong khi rat ning
né.

That 1au sau, Han Du Tran r6t cuc nhe nhang néi:

“Tu Ma ¢b nurong, vé sau nguroi lam viéc chi bang can than chit. Trén giang hd ngudi tai ba di siphén dong, ngwoi néu luén 16 méng, kho béo toan
khong c6 mit ngay gip bat trac.”

Téap Ngoc so run sau mot lic Jau, bdng nhién thip giong n6i:
“Nguoi. . . ... Biét dén sy tinh khong it. N6i cho ta biét, Ngoc phong cing st phu ta 1 c6 chuyén gi?”

Tuyén Dung Huong nguoi kia, n6i riéng da lam nang hoang so, cting lam cho nang sinh ra nghi hodc. Nang chua tirng c6 nghi t6i su phu ctia minh I
ngudi nhur thé ndo, d6i véi hén qua lai cting mot chit cting khong biét, ¢ 1& nang ndim mo ciing khong nghii ra, sur phu s& cting Ngoc phong ¢6 lién hé gi.
To6 Can Huong, B3 Van Sanh. . . . .. Rét cude 1a ai?

Han Dy Tran do dw mdt cht, mGi noi:

“Ta ciing khong rd, nhung i To6 Can Huong . . . . . D6 [a ngudi me da mét cia Niém Huong, Tuyén gia tong cong c6 Tam ty dé, mdi ngudi tén déu c6
mdt chit Huong, c6 thé thiy duge Tuyén o cung chi sing 4i thé tir ctia minh ¢ ndo. Mau than Niém Huong sinh ha hiin, hai niim sau boi vi than thé
suy yéu quadoi..... Nhung, ta con nghe duge. . . . ... Nghe n6i ning bi nguoi ép chét, ngudi no cudng birc bét thanh, da thwong nang, T6 Cén
Hurong chét di, dén nay Tuyen 130 cung chi ciing khong ¢6 ndi gi, Tam ty dé Niém Hurong ky that ciing khong rd rang, Hom nay Dung Hirong tiéu thur
n6i ndy, ta ciing vay lin dau tién nghe néi. . . . . . ”

Hién dimg mdt chit, lai noi:

“Pd Van Sanh 1 Tir Xuyén Thuong Hai phéi tong swr, ndm d6 Thwong Hai phai hinh churdng mbn nhan thu vo s6 @ tir, cudi cing thanh tai chi c6 bon,
nang voi ngudi do 1 su huynh mudi. Nghe néi nang tir trude dén nay manh m xinh dep, khién chuong mon nhén vui mimg. Nhung murdi chin tudi nam
ay nang bong nhién tinh tinh dai bién, cyr tuyét vo s6 nguoi cau hon, tham chi ¢t nira bo toc tuyén bd néu lai ép nang lap gia dinh nang lién xuat gia lm ni
co. Tur nay vé sau khong con ngudi dam ép ning, BS Van Sanh nim nay da bon muroi, ca doi khong iy chng, i Thwong Hai phai toa ta dudng thi
tong su.”

Téap Ngoc khong n6i g, Liru Van nghién ngim nira ngdy, moi so hi néi:

“Nay. ..... Nghe qua hinh nhur 12 hoa roi hitu y nuée chay vo tinh. . . . . . Db Van Sanh chung tinh cho Hb Duwong, Hb Duong lai chung tinh T6 Can
Huong? A, tap ngoc, nguoi dung tirc gidn ! Ta chi 1a n6i ing tung!”
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Nang thiy Tap Ngoc bdng nhién ngéng du nhin minh, khéng khoi nhanh bién bach.
Tap Ngoc lic Fic dau, nang nhe nhang noi:

“Ky that, ta cling nghi nhur vay. Ta ba tudi di theo sur phu luyén vo, hén co hd ciing khong ctng ta n6i chuyén, chinh la dem chiéu thirc luyén hai Jan, rdi
dé ta t luyén, dén ndi hién tai quyén phap cua ta loan thit bat tao. . . . . . Chuyén hén thurong lam nhét chinh 14 ngdi & hanh lang dai ngan nguoi, khong
biét dang suy nghi gi. Sinh nhat murdi lim tudi cua ta, hén ting ta doan kiém, néi véi ta rat nhleu Hén n6i, ngudi ca doi ndy, co thé giét rat nhidu nguo,
nhung khong duge c6 nguoi yéu. Nguoi tha ring glet nguoi, lai biké thi mot dao glet ciing t6t hon bi ngudi & trong 1ong chat Ién trdm triéu dao, lai chét
khong xong. Ta thurc ngu dot, khong thé hleu dugc han 16i cho ta nhiing thir do dé hmgi. Nhung , khi ta mang theo Niém Huong kién quyét roi nha di,
chua bao gio nghi sur phu ta lai can lai ta, mugn ta ye sau khong hdi hin. Ta nghi, hén ude chimg von I hi vong ta ca doi déu khong co ngudi yéu, cho
nén tinh nguyén can quay ta. Ta lai lam cho han that vong roi.”

Nang nhin khéng duoc ning tay di vubt ve toc Niém Huong, trong miét yéu throng hon ngudi:

“Ta suy nghi, cho dt that sy bi ngudi ¢ trong 1ong chit Ién trdm triéu dao, ta ciing vy khong can. . . . . .

Ciing hén cling mot chd, thét sy im ngudi ta run rdy ma hanh phiic , trong nhay niit vui suéng d6, da dé ngin can sy dau nhire ctia udi dao cim vao da
thit ngueoi

Han du bui thiy nang nhu thé, biét 16 minh rt cude khuyén nang thé nao ciing khong xong. Anh it ciia nang, cing ba nam trude ddy gidng nhur cua
Tuyén Dung Huong, 6n nhu, sang ngdi, ctmg coi. Yéu mot nguol, 1ot cude 1 nhur thé ndo? Hin c6 18 vinh vién ciing tim khong thiy dap an, tro nit nhin
bon ho yéu, cudi, nude nit , tuyét vong , tim khong thay mot chit 1y tri.

Hin th dai mot tiéng, khong néi thém gi nita.

Lai noi dong di xuan t6i, it thiy da I ba théng rdi, Poan Moc mdt dudng du son ngoan thity, di roi mdt théng t6i bién Lién Son. Ngay hom do kp
xudn, xe ngwa chay cham cham, 16t cuc di vao Té‘Nam Day Ia mot thanh nhd, tira ho an binh 6q hoa, trén duong nguoi di duong déu khong chit hoang
mang, Ngoc Dai t nhién cling rong ngwra chay cham chdm, mt bén danh gia chung quanh, 16n tiéng no:

“Cong tir! Bay gior troi con sém, ching ta dén khéch diém tim noi ng tro rdi du ngoan mot phen?”

” Pai hoi ty thy Thai Son sép bat dau, ngudi dén hoi cang ngay cang nhidu, dé tranh kin nguoi hét chd, ching ta hay 1 tim trude khach, hét thay nbi sauw.”
Han Dy Tran khong doi Poan Moc Ién tiéng, md miéng trude, quay dau huéng Poan Moc cudi ndi:

“Mubn & Té Nam tim noi ngi tro, 1 dén thanh nam Bao Prrc khach diém Poan Moc huynh, d6 1 khach diém cta thé gia nha huynh?”

Poan Moc Dung Tué¢ 1anh damnoi :

“Péu I gia méu lo liéy, ta rét it hoi dén.”

Ngoc Pai quay dau ngira, hudéng thanh nam chay t6i, khong dén nira canh gioy, da thiy trude it sang loang, goc duong noi do that rong Ion, phi kin
mau xanh nmai nude, dé y khong nhiém mot hat bui, mdt cai nha tr gide cao, nhur Phurong Hoang giwong canh. Khich diém dmg sing ¢ trude miét, rat
khi phéi. Khach diém trudc cira xa mé lac dich khong i, chi nhin qua, ciing khong it giang hd nhén si

O cira vai tiéu nhi dang don tiép, vira thiy xe ngra lién chay nhanh lai, Bp tirc chuén bi muoi hai van phan an can, dan ngyra, md cira, nhon nhip mot
doan. Poan Moc Dung Tu¢ xuong xe trude, hoi:

“Cao churéng quy sao 16i?”

Tiéu nhi chay nhanh bdi cudi noi:

“Tam cong tir quay v&, Cao chuéng quy o nhin gia gin day khong thoai mai, nghe n6i 1 kiét Iy, bay gio a con trai Cao chudng quy tam thoi thé than.”
Poan Moc thé mit tiéng, cit bude huréng dai sanh khéch diém di dén, ai ngd lai nghe quiy noi d6 mdt nguoi kéu lén:

“Khong c6 tién con nghi dén vao Bao Birc nghi tro? ! Mau mau! bi ra ngoai di ra ngoai! Cac nguoi noi Bao Bire khach diém 14 loai ngudi ndo ciing co
thé vao sao? Bi mau di mau! Bang khong cén than ta khong khach khi!”

Moi nguoi déu trong qua, da thiy sau quay mdt nam tir 40 xam dang dimg, dang nguoi cao gy, mot doi mét nho khi thé kiéu ngao trimg mit trude hai
nguoi, han con cao giong noi:

“Sémnoi qua , xem cac nguoi bo dang vo cling ban, & duoc noi throng khach nay? Cac nguoi tré ra di, ta con so cac nguoi lam do phong! Thai Son
ludn v3 dai hdi sap bat dau, ching ta cap cho chu vi dai hiép hét khach phong r6i. Bi di! Bi nha khac di!”

Trude quéy hai nguoi dang dimg, mdt cao mdt thép, trén quin 4o déu bam diy bui, dudng nhur di dudng xa, trén mit trén toc déu bam bui. Ngudi 6¢
dang thap bong nhién lay ra mdt théi hoang kim, ndi nhé:



“N6i dén néi di, nguroi bat qué trong mit mé bt hinh dong thoi. Néu ta hai ngudi quan 4o hoa 16, ngwoi ciing s& khong vo nghiia nhur vay. Day, hai krong
hoang kim, ciing dt thué mot phong khach cua cac nguoi?”

Nguoi ndy thanh am thanh I uyén chuyén, lai | nit i, chinh vi trén mit déu bam den byi, nhin khong ra dung mao. Bén ngwoi nang ngwoi thanh nién cao
kéo nang tay 4o, thap giong néi:

“Ty! Thoi di ! Nguoi & ddy cao ngao vo clng! Chiing ta di nha khac di! Toi gi tiéu tién udng phi!”
Neudi kia khong budng, thanh 4m khong kiéu ngao khong siém ninh,

“Churéng quay, ngwoi ding khong c6 mét nhin nguroi Bit qua tréng mat ma bt hinh dong thoi! Hir, hai lrong hoang kim, hén | rmy ngy lién co thé &
phong khach? Néu ching ta quén 4o ngin nép, chi s nguoi tit nhién doi thai d6. Hom nay, ta mudn & lai ddy, ngwroi xem lm thé nao cha!”

Chuéng quiy nhin nang Iy khdi hoang kim, von da tire, gidr phit ndy lai bi nang vira ni nhu vdy, lai khong khoi dién nguoi, lanh King noi:

“Di! Pil Nguoi ndi noi ndy I chd nio na nguoi cd thé 6? Noi ndy I khach diémBoan Moc thé gia! Poan Moc thé gia! Nguoi biét khong? Ching ta
"”

bang 16 mii ciing ¢6 thé thdi bay ngwoi! Khong di, ta goi nguoi dén dudil
N6i xong héin ding Iyrc ddy mdt phen tiéu co nurong, nang khong ngo duoc nguoi ndy n6i dong thi lién dong thi, lic ndy dimg khong vimg Iui vé sau miy
bude. Nang chot thiy trén vai bi ngudi nhe nhang 6, nging dau nhin én, da thiy mot khuon mt thanh nién tudn ti di nhin nang mim cudi, anh nit 6n
hoa, nang ngAn ngo, nhanh trénh ra, stra sang toc, ciing lich sy nhin hén thé dai n6i 101 cam ta:

“Pa ta cong tir vién thi.”

Han Dy Trén thiy ning r rang ngudi mét moi, lai con mudn duy tri & d6, rét co diém ¥ tir toan nho, khong khoi né nu cudi, n nhu noi:

“C6 nurong khong co viée gi 1 t6t rdi”

Hén nhin nhin séc mit khong t6t ctia Poan Moc, noi:

“Doan Moc huynh, ta da thiy duoc thé hrc Poan Moc thé gia.”

Poan Mgc di Ién trude, nhe nhang ném nmurdi hai hoang kim, lanh nhat néi:

” Day Ia phi &n ¢ cta ty dé ho. Nguoi tén la Cao Dai c6 phai khong? Hién tai ngroi co thé di rdi, tién hrong ta s& nhurdng trudng phong tinh héao, mdt
phén khong it cho nguoi. Ta khong hy vong lai thay nguoi & Té Nam. R6 chua?”’

Cao bai khong nghi Tam cong tir dén day, sém so toi mirc sic nit trang béch, giy phit ny nghe hiin ni nhur thé, Bmsao con dam cau xin tha thir, chi
xamxit ddp dau, dimg Ién xoay ngudi rdi di, du ciing khong dam nging.

Poan Moc dung tué di dén trude mét ty dé kia, néi nho:

“Quéy nhiéu hai vi khdch nhén, 1 tai ha so sdy. Thinh hai vi di Ién phong chit Thién nghi ngoi, xin nhén, phi dung gidng nhau dé ta tra.”
Thiéu nién kia khong khoi vui mirg 16 16 trén nét mt, trong mit tran dy ngudng md, yén king nhin Poan Mdc Dung Tué, nhd giong noi:
“Ty! Ty! Nguoi xem! Han 1a Poan Moc Dung Tud! Hin va chiing ta néi chuyén nha! Ta khong phai dang ndm mo?”

Han Dy Tran thiy thiéu nién ndy chan chét dang yéu, khong khoi cudi ra tiéng, nhung khong ngd tiéu kidu nit lai néi:

» Nhur thé ndo duge? Tim noi ngii tro 13 tim noi ngii tro, nhan i nhan, hai viéc khic nhau. Cong tir thinh dem tién thu hoi, cai goi i quan tir chi giao dam
nhu nude, tim ngai ching t6i xin finh.”

Nang ndi 10 timg chir, dimg d4n hon nira con that sw nhét phai toan nho phong pham. Xem tudi nang, hin i ciing bit qua murdi bay murdi tam, cu nhién
nir ttr mem mai thién chan khong c6, lai o khi hoanh thu gidng nhwr nho sinh. Nguoi nhu vy, ngay ca Boan Mc Dung Tué cting khong bict nhur thé
nao cho phai, tro mat nhin nang quay dau noi:

“L8 Vi, ly murdi hai hoang kim, ching ta trurde thanh todn tién thué nha. Phong chix Thién .

Nang gidng nhur gia dan trude tudi nhung vira ndi lai im cho nguoi ta cam thiy nang 3 mdt tiéu nha ddu. Han Dy Tran nhin khong duogce bat cudi

C06 gii kia thanh toan tién thué nha, nhin Poan Mdc bon ho vai chio, noi:

“Ta goila L& Canh, day la em Lé Vi. Nghe vé Boan Moc Tam cong tir dai danh da ]au, hoém nay vira thiy, qua nhién khong giéng binh thudng, Tt ca
moi ngudi déu hanh thu giang hd, ngly sau mong ring chiéu g nhidu hon. Ta hanh I trude.”

Nang vira n6i vira d6 mit tura tim nhdy loan xa. Poan Moc Dung Tu¢ dé khoc do cuoi, chéip tay:



“Lé cb nwong, tai ha con c6 chuyén quan trong, céo tir.”
May ngudi bon ho nin cudi trdng dén ndi thurong, voi va trén 1én Au, mo hd con nghe L& Vi & dudi nhod giong ndi xong:

“Hin thﬁt su chinh 13 Poan M¢c Dung Tué nha! Thét 14 loi hai! Di sau ai ciing dep d& hét! Ty, day khong phai chinh cha thudng xuyén ndi dai nhan vat
khong giong nguoi thudng?”

Luu vAn co hd cudi dau sbe hong, dua vao ngudi Tap Ngoc kéu dau bung, mot mit lai ndi:
“Thét su I tuyét! Nguyén trén doi lai c6 toan nho nhur vay! Homnay dé cho ta md rong tAm nit!”
Han Dy Trn cling cudi mot hoi, m&i noi:

“Nghe khéq ambon ho, hdn 13 tir HS Nam téi. HO Nam Nhac Duong c6 mt song dao L& gie}, chti nhn L& Thin Nhén nira duong vt bo v theo van,
ve sau lai hoi hin, ciing A nho sinh nhan vat. Noi vay ty d¢ day chinh Ia nhi tir song dao L€ Than Nhan.”

Téap Ngoc ciing khong thé che hét miéng mim cuoi, néi nho:
“Bon ho ciing 1a dén Thai Son xem cudc chién ludn vo dai hoi sa0?”

“Tat nhién nhur thé. Nam nay luan vo dai hoi, tit ca moi ngudi xem trong Thim Tiéu Gidc. Tuc ngit ndi anh hing xuét thiéu nién, trén giang hd moi nguoi
cho xem Thai Son bon tong doat lai vi tri churdng mon nhan. Noi nhur the, cang thém nao nhiét.”

Han Dy Tran ndi xong, diy cira s6, anh mit troi nhét thdi db bong vao, trong phong anh Ién nhu ngoc.

“Thoi tiét 6t nhur vay, khong bang di ra ngoai du ngoan. Hai ngdy ndy nghe ndi c6 héi chii, khong bang di xem?”
Hin nhin Tap Ngoc, 6n nhu hoi.

Tap Ngoc con chua cd tra 101, mot bén Niém Huong som tinh tré con kéu n:

“Tét t6t! Tap Ngoc, cing di duoc khong?”

Téap ngoc danh phai git dau:

“Pugc roi, nhung Niém Huong nguoi Jn nay khong dugc chay loan, nhit dinh phai di theo ta. R chua?”

Lan tru6e budi toi di choi hdi chia, két qua Nigm Huong khong biét chay t6i chd ndo choi, hai nang tim hon nira dém, két qua e tim duoc ngwoi, hén
con vé niit thi€n chin an hat thong duong xem hoa dang, tuyét khong gap gap.

Niém Huong cudi dai noi:

“Nhét dinh nht dinh! Ta thich Tép ngoc, cho nén nhét dinh s& di theo ngwoi!”

Tap Ngoc nhét thoi mit do 1en, ciing khong dam xem bén canh vé mit bon ho bén canh, nho giong néi:
“Niém Hirong! Nguoi lai n6i bay roi! Cam miéng cho ta!”

Niém hwrong tron tron cap it ngac nhién ndi:

“Ta ndi sai sa0? Nhung ta ngiy hom qua con nghe thiy Poan Moc huynh cing Liru Van n6i nhur viy! Han ni hén 1 boi vi thich ning, cho nén moéi di
theonang, . .... ”?

Hiin 10i con chua n6i hét, da bi Tap Ngoc mit xanh mét che migng lai. Héin nhin vé it d6 nhu mdng khi ctia Lru Van, nhin i thin séc xéu ho ciia
Poan Moc Dung Tué, lai nhin xem vé mit licu mang nin cuoi ciia Han Dy Tran, cudi cting nhin lai sac mét xanh mét ctia Tap Ngoc.

Hién thity chung khong hiéu, minh rét cude noi sai cai gi. That i ky quai, khong phai sao?
Ban dang doc truyén Thirong Hoa Tiéc Ngoc duge tai mién phi tai wWw.EbookFull.Net.
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Qua nhién la dai h(f)i Thai Son ludn vd danh duopg thi‘én ha, céch muroi tam thang tir con 6 mdt nhicu thang, Té Nam noi nay lai sém tu tap rt nhiéu
nguroi trong giang ho, chi doi thoi co thich hop, lién dong loat xuat phat di Thai An.

Poan duong ndy dang ¢6 hdi chia, hing in khong it, ciing khong it ndo nhiét, co hd di hai ba budc s& gip duoc vai cai danh mdn dé tir ngao nghé, ciing
hoiic 13 giang hd 16 méng. Thoat nhin, nhimg tong swr danh vong déu chura di vao Té Nam

Nam ngudi di dao mdt vong, dang mudn tim cai quan ngdi xudng udng chit tra, da thdy goc dudng dbi dién nit tir vay quanh rét nhiéu, déu lfu riu chon
hra c4i gi, nguyén noi d6 i mot loat sap ban chau bau trang strc. Nit tir tir trwée dén nay thich chung dién, vo ludn 1 hirong dé thén phu hay 1 giang ho
hiép nix, Tap Ngoc cing Luu Vén ciing khong ngoai I8, vira thiy ¢ sap ban dd, p tirc tra ciiing khong udng, hai nguoi tay trong tay chay t6i noi chon
trdm hoa.

Poan Moc Dung Tué ngai noi d6 tranh c&i Am1, lién ciing Niém Huong 6 lai trong quén tra, Han Dy Tran tir truée dén nay quen san soc nit tir, ién cuoi
dai theo di. Han xua nay phong hru, ciing dai ca hin tinh tinh c6 chit gidng, thich hru luyén di son phan. Di voi Poan Moc mi n6i, mdt nit nhén tranh
cdi am1c6 thé bo qua, mdt dam nit nhédn tranh cii am7 chinh i dang so, nhung & Han Dy Tran, nit tir xinh dep dang yéu chan phwong hién tai dang noi
ndy. Han gip sap ban vai do nhung, mit trén bay la liét trim hoa dep d&, cam thdy khong khoi tan thudng, noi nay méc di 1 cai tiéu dia phurong, nhung
tay nghé thuc kha tot.

Hén dang mﬁn cam Ay mdt cdy no ti trién ngoc kim trAm cai Ién xem, chot nghe bén canh mdt cai sap twra hd rim beng, giong mot nir tir khong kiéu
ngao khong siém ninh noi:

“Thién Van chéu trai ta d thiy qua, khong phéi thd rap nhu vAy. Ngoc trai sang bong muot ma, ngwoi chi cé cay tram kham nan hat ngoc tho nay, tai
sao c0 the Ia Thién Van trai.”

Han Dy Trén vira nghe thanh 4m nay lién nhin khong dugc mudn cudi, lai 1 nang! Toan nho ¢6 mrong Lé Canh. Nang chéing 1& khong biét cai gi 1a bién
bao sao? Cung tiéu thirong cai nhau, ¢d y nghia gi? Qua nhién ti€u thurong kia bi nang vay, hét 1on ndi :

” CO nuong ra vé hiéu chuyén! Thién Van trai dich thire bao nhi€u hoang kim mdt vién? Hat chiu ctia ta bao nhiéu bac mdt vién? Hon nita, hat chiu cua
ta 1a chinh minh mai , tuyét doi moi! Nguoi c6 xem do nita khong?!”

L& Canh ciing khong tirc gian, dimg dén noi:

“Tuyét d6i khong phéi mdi , hat chéu moi v lugn gi chét lrong cling t0t hon , it trén ¢ sang bong. Chi s ddy khong phai ngoc trai, m | gid mgo. Lam
nghe do, lamsao c6 the Iira gat? Pay la dao ly gi?”

Tiéu thuong kiz} bi nang noi tring, méat t6i lai, xung quanh cac ¢d nuong déu né nu cudi, hin nhin khong dugc tirc t6i, mdt phen doat ]éy cdy tram trén tay
L& Canh, lau bau noi :

“Mubn mua ién mua, khong mua cit ngay! Lio Tir con khong hiém loai nguoi nhu ngwroi dén mua dau!”
L& Canh giong nhu khong nghe duge, phan thii cim By mdt i trim hoa khac, nhin mot hoi, m6i noi:

“Vién ndy ciiing khong phai chdu tht. Lio ban, tén sap clia nguoi nén ha xudng, day tuyét dbi khong phai Thién Vén trai gi d6, ngwoi khong thé mao
danh. .. ... ”

Nang n6i con chua dirt 1i, trim hoa trén tay lai bi tiéu thuong doat lai i, hin ddy nang mot phen, lanh king néi:

“Nguoi nhiéu 101 c4i gi? ! Mau ciit! Can than Lo Tir tAu nguoi!”

Nguyén rt nhiélll ngudi vy quanh sap hén, chi vi phia sau pén dyng mot 14 c& 1om, bén trén ghi ndm chit “Thién Vén trai ngoc trai”. Thién Van traila
chéu bau 16n nhat ctia thwong nhan, 13 ngoc trai tot nhat, kiu dang méi mé dgc déo, lamnir tir vui mirng. Han nmuron dieu ndy, dan rat nhiéu nguoi dén
xem

L& Canh bi hin ddy, thiéu chut nira té xubng, ning van dimg din noi:

“Quén tir ding miéng khong dong thiy, nguoi rit 16 méng!”

Nang trén vai lai bi ngudi vira, sau d6 Han Dy Tran & phia sau 6n nhu noi:

“Hinh nhur ta mdi lAn gip nguoi, ngwoi déu k sap ngd sap xudng, L& ¢ nuong, can thin, can than.”

L& Canh vira thdy hén, nhanh sira sang lai tay 40 hanh I, Han Du Tran bong nhién mim cudi cAm tay nang, xoay nguoi nhin tiéu thurong noi:
» Ngwoi gia danh, con cho hop tinh hop Iy, ngoc trai ny, ta xem so véi tang d4 con khong bang.”

Hin nhét 1én mot cy cdy trim, ngon tay gy mdt c4i, vién hat chau nhe roi vao ban tay, héin niim ngdn tay nhét cha xat, cu nhién lp tirc én cha xat
thanh bot phén!

Han Dy TrAn dem bot phén ném vao mit tiéu thuong trude nidt, nim tay L& Canh xoay nguoi roi di, mit mét ndi nho:



“Le c6 nuong dirng 16 méng, dimg cai nhau véi tiéu thurong noi niy, ngwroi ngay ca 1 tréing ciing s& bi hin néi thanh den. D6i phé véi bon ho, chi can nhe
mot it, bon ho lien khong dam lai lam can.”

L& Canh kinh ngac bi héin nim di dén bo song, git dau noi:

“Qua nhién co dao Iy, trén sach n6i @& phong tiéu nhan, khong thé khong dé phong miéng hrdi loi hai, ta cur nhién da quén. Cam on Han cong tir nhic
nho.”

Han Dy Tran thiy nang van giir dtmg din, khong khoi nd nu cudi. Han tir trong tay 4o chim rdi By ra mot trim hoa, nhe nhang cai Ién bén tai ning, nhin
mdt hoi, 6n nhu cudi ndi:

“Pay mdi thuc sy 1a Thién Van trai ngoc trai. Ngoc trai dwa my nhan, hop nhau lai cang thém dep.”

Nang udc chimg 1a ¢ khach phong tAm rira qua, trén mit khong con nira diém mét moi, nay lai mac quéan 4o dep, toc nhur miy xa ra bén hai gd ma
trang tuyet, hai hang 16ng may thon dai thanh I¢, hai mat trong suot den 1y, moi son hong nhudn, ciing la mdt dai tiéu thur xinh dep van ti. Nay bén tai cai
tram hoa, cang 16 vé quyén rii.

Chi tiéc nang dung mao dep d&, thé nhung nira diém phong tinh ciing khong c6. Lé Canh chay nhanh Jy trim hoa xudng, hai tay tra lai, mdt mét noi:

»” Khong cong khong thurdng, Han cong tir, 1€ vét ndy qua quy trong! L& Canh khong dm nhan!”

Han Dy Tran ngiin tay nang, cudi noi:

“Ngoc trai i clia ta, ta mudn dura ai s& dua ai. N6 bay gidr | ciia nguoi, ngwroi gitr gin, hay danh mét, déu 1 vat ctia nguoi.”

Hin tung hoanh giang hd murdi nam, gip qua vo s6 nit tir, nhung chua timg thiy qua ngudi nhur Lé Cénh, khong khoi nhét thoi ngoan tinh ndi Ién, nhin
khong dugc dua hai cau.

Qua nhién, L& Canh kho xtr cuc ky, cam tram hoa khong biét nén Am nhur the nao. Han Dy Tranthaynanghmhmcmthap dAu, phia sau c6 da thit

tréng ndn nhu son, boi vi kho khéin suy nghi, him ring ctia nng nhe nhang cin mbi, doi mét den day do dur. Trong long hin khong khoi rung dong, iy
trdm hoa bén tai nang, cai lai bén tai.

“Tram hoa v6n 1 lam cho ngudi ta cai, vo ludn n6 quy gia hay ré mat. Khong c6 ngudi mang, n6 ciing chi la mot khdi tang da vo dung , khong c6 gia tri.

N6 thuc thich hop voi nguoi, nguoi that sy muon phu tmyy ta sao?”’

Hin 6n nhu hoi, L& Canh lamsao gip qua canh tuong nhur thé, nang tir nho déu dam chim trong sach v, d6i voi doi hiéu khong hiéu nhiéu Jim, nay mot
nam tir tuan ti vén 6n nhu 16 ndi nh6 nhe nhur vy, nang chi cam thay trong long rung dong, khong khoi kinh hoang, chi c6 the git gat dau, mat lai do len .
Bén nay Han Dy Tran cing L& Canh song tinh rung dong, bénkia L& Vy con dang vi vang nhin xung quanh damnir tr dang riu rit dé tim tau tau. Lé Vi
namnay chi c6 muoi sau, nira diém kinh nghiém giang ho ciing khong c6, binh thuong lai rat it ra ngoai, thay nit tir thi do mit, nay nguoi 6 trong dam nit

nhéan, ¢6 kéu troi gurlg mét hét linh giac, di chura t6i hai bude chi so huych con gai ngudi ta, voi vang rut vai cii dAu, khoe mit ciing khong dam ngd xung

quanh chi nhin xudng.

Trén lung bong nhién bi nguoi dung phai, sau d6 B mot cai thanh nAm niing nju nhu nrde chay néi xin 1i:

“Oi! Xin 16! Qua nhiéu ngudi, dung phéi ngai!”

L& Vi voi vang quay dau, da thdy mot khuon miit xinh deo vo gin ngéng du nhin minh, héin chi cam thiy nhur ¢6 anh séang, nhin khong dugc nhung lai
ngay ngudi, ai ngd kia my nhin nhin minh mdt hoi, bng nhién né ny cudi:

“Day khong phai L& gia tiéu dé sao! Ty ty ngwoi dau? Nhur thé ndo mdt ngudi di ra ngoai?”

L& Vi khong biét nguoi ndy 1 ai, khong dam lung tung tra 1i, chi ¢6 thé ni quanh co hai tiéng, Liru Van lién hoi hai lan, thdy hén ngo ngac , khong khoi
thes dai:

“Nguoi thit ding la c4i tiéu hai ttr, n6i ciing khong ndi sao? Bi thoi, cing chiing ta di ubng tra, doi ciing nhau quay vé khéch san, ty ty ngroi nhét dinh &
"9

khach san chd nguoi dau!

Nang khong noi gi ndmtay L& Vi, dua hin vio trong quén tra, Poan Moc thiy nang ban ron nira ngiy, khong c6 mua g, lai dem L& Vi vé mit ngu ngo
ve theo, khong khdi ngac nhién ndi:

“Nguoi lam cai gi vay? Sao lai mang nguoi toi.”
Luu Vén dua hin 4n ngdi xubng, cudi noi:
“Tiéu tir ndy di lac, ta xem hén déng thirong, doi ciing nhau quay vé khéch san.”

L& Vi thiy Poan Moc Dung Tug, hai méit nhat thdi toa anh sang, nhin qua tira hd rit mudn cing hdn ndi ci gi, lai khong dam, chi c6 thé girong mét vung



trom ngam héin mot hdi rdi ha xubng, trong anh mit trin dy kham phuc ngudng mg. Poan Mdc bi hén nhin xem c6 chit khong thoai méi, cao giong hoi:
“Lénhton. . . ... L4 nguoi H5 Nam song dao L& Thin Nhén L& o tién bi sao?”
L& Vikich dong néi:

“Bing viy! Poan Moc cong tir nguyén ciing biét cha ta! Cha ta throng ké cho ta vo im dién 6! N6i dén Doan Moc thé gia déu la khen ngoi, néi Tam
cong tr 1a ngudi trung long phurong, ndi ty d€ ching ta chi can ¢ mdt nira tu chat nguoi, lién s€ khong bi bat nat!”

Hén oa oa ni dugc mdt 1an, hién nhién mé miéng, lai noi:

“Poan Moc cong tir, ngroi la nhur thé nao hoc tap vo cong ? Cha ta day ta vO cong cua b6n phéi, murdi méy n ciing hoc khong duoc. Ta nghi, nguoi
nhat dinh thye thong minh, cha ngwoi nhat dinh vai mirng vi nguroi.”

Poan Moc vén khong mudn cing hén dap 101, nhung c6 thé thiy duoc thiéu nién dy minh tir ti, khong khoi ndi nho:

“Khong ai sinh ha lién thong minh tuyét dinh, ta mudi miy tudi cling rat ham choi, vo cong ciing bt chudc khong tot. Nhung nguoi mot khi yéu di, s&
gip 6 nguoi treo trén dau. Phai lam mdt ngudi dap troi doi dat, ngoai miéng néi ra khong du, s€ c6 mot ngay nguoi 16 dao ly nay.”

L& Vi lai cling hén n6i chuyén, déu 1 Lé Vi n6i, Poan Moc nghe, héin cur nhién vui vé, xem Poan Moc bang anh niit ngudng md, sting béi tuyét ddi,
nghiém nhién xem hén lam dai ca ctia minh.

Mot Iat sau, chot nghe Luru Van né nu cuoi:

“Han cong tir! Nguyén i nguroi dem giai nhén lira dil Lam cho nhan gia tiéu dé khong d€ tim!”

Lé vi nhanh quay dAu, da thdy Han Dy Trin mang theo L& Canh cudi dai théing bude di lai, n6i nho:
“Vay ciing that I xin 16i, ta khong nghi t6i.”

L& Vinhin thy ty ty, nhanh nhay dyng len, giong nhur g condi lac vira nhin thiy ga mai, khanh khach kéu, ai ngd hén chay mau qua, mdt cudc da vao
mot chan ban bén canh, dem 4m chén trén ban roi xubng hét, vang 1én nhitng am thanh Am §.

Ban kia Iap tirc c6 ngudi nhdy dung én:

*Nguoi di im sao vay? Mu a?!”

N6i xong ngudi no kéo c6 o L& Vi, L& Vi chi cam thiy tay hin sirc e 16n, ghim minh khong thé ndi, khong khoi cam thiy thét kinh.

L& Canh vira thdy dé dé bi nhuc, lp tirc mudn Ién Iy ludn, ai ngd ban kia mot cai ngudi bit mét bdng nhién n6i nho:

“Quén di, Tiéu Bat, nguoi ta khong phai ¢b y, khong dwoc hung héin nhur vay. Mau tha ngudi ta.”

Thanh 4m ctia hén khan khan, giong nhau di duong nhidu, mang theo mét moi.

Cainguoi tén la Tiéu Bt lap tirc ngoan ngodn budng L& Vi, miéng Jau bau hai cdu, xoay ngudi thu thap manh v, goi tiéu nhi lai thay trd moi. Han Dy
Tran thay hai nguoi han déu la méic o dai Ion mau xanh, ¢6 tay 4o c6 hinh bat quéi, khong khoi git minh, nguyén I ngudi Vo Dang! V6 Dang ¢ bay
dai d¢ tr, tuc xung VO Pang that hiép, nguoi nay lai khong bict [ ai trong that hi¢p?

L& Canh trdn an L& Vimot chit, tién Ién timg budc chép tay néi nho:

» ¢ dé 16 mang lam phién cac vi, xin hy tha 161

Nguoi kia ngdi & ghé trén hoan I8, 6n nhu noi:

“Khong lién quan dén hén, déu 1 con cua tiéu dé Thai Huong ta dong thi. C6 mrong ché trach.”

Han Dy Tran thy hin than tha sic bén, tay phai bi mit ngén gitta, nguoi hén glong nhur dién quang hoa thach, nguyén la hén! Han Dy Tran quay diu
nhin thoéng qua Poan Moc, Poan Moc kh& git ddu, Han Dy Tran timg budc tién Ién, xoay ngudi hanh &, cit cao giong noi:

“Nguyén | V& Pang tht hiép Trinh Eo tién bdi! Van bdi Han Dy Trén hiru B!

Lo gia nay ding la V6 Dang th:?tt hiép d¢ tam hiép Trinh Tan Thanh Thy, hén nguyen khong phai V6 Pang dé tr, 1a nira duong bai su . Nira duong bai
su, tur trude dén nay khé stra doi tap cii, kho c6 thé thanh tai, han lai khong nhur the, 1am thanh danh vang doi Vo Pang that hiép, su huynh dé€ déu doi

v6i hiin kham phuc nhiéu thém. Trinh Tan Thanh Thiy tinh tish on, rat it tham dy tranh chép giang ho, néim nay khong biét Bim tai sao cu nhién dén xem
cudc chién Thai Son ludn vo dai hdi, that sy lam ngurdi khac to mo.

Lép tirc Poan Moc Dung Tué ciing dimg lén, ddi dién vai v lam tién bbi hanh 18 bai kién. Trinh Tan Thanh Thity kinh dam ndi :



“Céc vi khong can da I8, ta khong mudn xudt du 16 dién, hom nay 6 thiy, ciing | duyén phén thoi.”
N6i xong, hén tra ciing khong udng Ién, dimg 1én, dbi moi nguoi vai chio, n6i nho:

“Poan Mdc cong tir, thay ta tham hoi I€nh duong Iénh ton. Han cong tar. . . . . . Thay ta thdm hoi Hac cong tir. L€ c6 mrong Lé cong tir, thay ta tham hoi
Iénh ton.”

Hin nhat nhét n6i mot an, cing khong thiy phién todi, n6i xong xoay ngudi roi di, tay 40 mau xanh trong gié cham rii phét pho, chi chdc It rdi cling
nguoi tén Tieu Bat d¢ tir bien mat trong dam nguoi.

Han Dy Tran im Bingsau mdt lic lAu, bong nhién néi nho:
“Hin lim sao dén? Hay 1 dén xem Thim Tiéu Gic xung anh hing?”

Néu dén day, visao khong cing V5 Pang chuéng mén Chu Quang két d(:‘)ng hanh? Chu Quang két cing Poan Moc giéng nhau, nim nay km chi tri
cong dao tong su, han c¢6 biét Tam su huynh ctia minh ciing téi khong? Han nhin qua tura hd day bung tam sy, n6i cling khong ndi, phong cach voi vang.

Lai néi moi ngudi & trong quan tra ndi chuyén phiém vai cau, lién quay tré vé khach san. Sau nira ngay, Bao BXrc khach san lai rat nhiéu ngudi tim noi
ng tro, ti€u nhi vira thdy Poan Mdc Dung Tué da trd lai, lap tirc an can dén chao, boi cudi noi:

“Tam cOng tir, ngai d vé rdil Hom nay khéch san ching ta ¢6 rat nhidu dai nhan vat nha!”

Poan Moc khé git dau, khong quan tam, lai nghe Luru Vancudi hoi:

“Déu ¢6 dai nhédn vat ndo nha? Ngwoi noi xem”

Tiéu nhi thdy c6 mrong xinh dep bén cong tir cudi hoi, 1ap tire chudn b tinh thin, thude nhur 1ong ban tay ndi ra:

“Nhur 12 Tuyét Son Phai Luu Hoa dai hiép, Kim Long bang Tién dai hiép. . . . . . Con c6 Vo6 Phong son trang trang chii nha! Tam cong tir, Péng 1o
trang chil mGi vira r6i goi tiéu nhan hoi ngai nha!”

Poan Moc dung tué nhan than hoi dong mot chit, dan dan tré nén 6n hoa,:

“Dying b bé ciing t6i? Cac ngwoi ¢6 hau chiéu dai?”

Tiéu nhi chay nhanh gat dau:

“P6 Ia duong nhién! Nude tra khin mit tuyét ddi khong dam thiéu! Pang 1o gia tir & Nhit Hao phong.”
N6i xong, hén chot nhé tdi cai g, lai noi:

“Ding rdi, Tt Xuyén Thwong Hai phai D Van Sanh D0 nir hip ciing toi!”

Moi nguoi chot vira nghe ba chit B(:)ﬂ Vin Sanh, déu stmg s6t. Tap ngoc theo ban ning gﬁm doan kiém trong tay 40, trong long suy nghi du diéu. Nang
that mudn nhin xem, nit tr nao c¢d thé me hodc sur phy, dén 6t cting 1a dung mao nhur the nao.
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Chuwong 26

R&t cye khi nhin thdy DS Van Sanh da I ba ngdy sau. Sau khi com nurée xong, Liru Van n6i ra di dao, két qua doan ngudi roi khoi khach san, lai khong
biét khi ndo thi d tach ra. Luu Van cling Poan Mdc hai ngudi di sém chay téi chd ndo néi chuyén yéu dwong rdi, ca ngudi tinh tinh 6n hoa nhu Han Dy
Tran ciing mang L& Canh di dau mat, con lai Lé Vi cam thay khong c6 ti sitc luc ndo, quay vé khach san ngi.

Téap Ngoc kéo canh tay Niém Huong, chdm rai di t6i bo song. Lic ndy da | mia xuén ba thang, Té Nam mia xun tir trude dén nay déu dén som, cy
lidu ciing da ra nhing mAm non, nhitng bng hoa dio hdng nhat ciing nd, gié dém chém ri thdi qua, bén trong tira hd ciing mang theo hwong vi dm ap.
Trén duong ngudi di duong top nam top ba, d&u nhan nh ngim canh. Tap Ngoc chi cam thdy trong long mdt cam giac an binh, hit mdt hoi that sau, vira
muon ndi cai gi do, da thay Niém Hurong ling lang nhin duéi bong licu rit mém mai, ndi nho:

” Thang ba bo song liéu, murdi tim nit nhi eo.”
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Téap Ngoc cé kinh, kinh ngac nhin hin, Niém Huong khé cudi noi:

“Ta dot nhién nh6 t6i m)t cau nhur vay noi, gidng nhur trude kia ¢6 nghe qua, nhung 1 nhur thé ndo ciing nhé khong ndi . Nhung Tap Ngoc, eo ciia nguoi
c6 thé sanh véi duong licu dep hon nhicu.”

Téap Ngoc khong khoi do mit, khé git mbt tiéng:

“Ni cai ginha! Biét dugc mdt chit, da hdn truéng noi.”’

Miéng hdn cudi 6n nhu, dudng nhu khong con gidng Niém Huong ngay ngéc ngdy ndo, hin co tl}é nh6 ra cang ngay cang nhi,éu, trong mét linh khi cting
cang ngay cang nang, nang khong biét 1a vui hay lo, nhat thoi ciing khong biet ndi cai g, chi co thé 6m chat lay céanh tay ctia han, cham rai di thang vé phia
trude.

Pi chira dugc méy bude, nang bong nhién nghe tleng gié phla sau, lam nhu ¢6 nguoi voi vang lao dén, nang theo ban ning nghiéng v& phia bén canh mim
cuoi n01 lam cho, ai ngd nguoi no lai quat to mot tleng, giong nhur bi cai gi vay ngan tro', t¢ xubng thit manh, Tap Ngoc bi hin va cham, thiéu chut nira
ngi sap xubng theo, Ni¢m Huong chay nhanh d& iy ning, hai ngudi nhin lai, d thiy 3 mdt nam tir 40 xanh, khu6n mit kinh hoang, nhay dung Ién dinh
tiép tuc chay.

Téap Ngoc cam tirc, ning tay huéng vai hin chp t6i, mdt mét noi:

“Nguoi dung vio ngudi, ching 1§ khong xin 16i? 1”

Nguoing dot nhién viron ra, kéu lén:

“Pan ba thii bét lo chuyén nguroi!”

Nguoi kia vung tay Ién, ¢6 gi d6 tir trong tay do r6t dira, Tap Ngoc nhe nhing tiép duoc, | mdt c4i bao, mit trén théu hoa sen va 1 sen that tinh my,
nhu | mot vat phdm ctia it tir. Nguoi no vira thiy Tap Ngoc bt duoc cai bao, lp tirc lao dén, voi la lén:

“Tra lai cho ta!”

Téap Ngoc ngang chan hén, thira dip héin ngdl xubng mot phét bt dwoc lung ctia hin, lanh king noi:

“Nguoi 4 trdm ctia nguodi ta!”

Neudi no bi bat, vo uan nhur thé ndo ciing khong gidly dua, moi biét gip cao nhan, chi biét chiri by, cai gi tiéu k nit thi. ...
Keéu duoc vai cau, trén mit hin bi mudi rrﬁy cai bat tay, nhét thoi sung phéng Ién, Tap Ngoc lanh nhat ndi:

“Nguwoi ning nita di?”

Nguoi no hai bén hai ma vira dau lai vira sung, lamsao con cd thé n6i chuyén, chi c6 thé tu nhin xui.

Téap Ngoc kéo hin, dang mudn dura di nha mdn, da thiy dau dudng c6 nguoi dudi theo, trong miéng modt mt kéu:

” Bit ké trom! Bét ké trom !”

Vira thiy Tap Ngoc bt dugc nam tir kia, nang chay nhanh chay t6i, ciing khong ni chuyén, ning tay im mot quyén, dem danh nam tir kia bay di, bat
tinh nhan sur.

C6 gai nay tudi khong quia muroi bay mudi tam, ra tay lai rat nhanh, hién nhién 1 luyén cong phu, Tap Ngoc thy ning con mudn danh, khong khoi noi:
“Hén da ngit di rdi, hon nita ciing khong phai nguoi uyén v, ngwoi hru tinh dit Ha bao & ddy, ngwroi nhin xem ¢ thiéu gi khong.”

Nang kia voi ving xoay nguoi hinh 1&, voi la lén:

“Ta on 6 nuong xudt thi trrong tro! Ta nhét thoi khong dé phong gip tac tir!”

Nang tiép nhan ha bao, kiém tra mdt chut, cudi noi:

“Khong c6 thiéu, may mén ¢6 nuong bt duge hin! Bang khong ta s& bi su phu trach toi ! C6 nurong phurong danh? Ciing ki dén xem cudc chién Thai
Son ludn vo dai hdi day sao?”

Nang i ngudi vo cing thoai mai, hoi mot ddng, mdi dot nhién lai ndi :

“Diing roi! Ta xung tén ra trude! Ta | Tir Xuyén Thuong Hai phai mon, dé tir thir mudi bbn ctia dai su phu D6 Van Sanh ! Ta goi i Ton Qué Phurong!
C6 nuong con nguoi?”’



Téap Ngoc ddu tién 1 chéin dong, kinh ngac nhin ning, Nang & d¢ tir DS Van sanh ? Nang may rdm miit to, Khuon it rét ¢ anh khi, B mdt ngudi vo
cung thodi mai, cam thay khong khoi co cam tinh, n6i nhd:

“Ta goi la Tu Ma tap ngoc, day 1a tudng cong ta Niém Huong, Chiing ta 14 di dungoan .”

Ton Qué Phuong dang mudn cudi dai ndi, chot nghe phia sau mot thanh 4m hién lanh vang lén:

“Qué Phuong, tac tir bt duoc chua?”

Nang voi vang quay dau hanh I8, cung kinh dap:

“Piu quan trd vé phy, 1 vi Tu Ma ¢6 nurong ndy hd trg bit duoc tic tir, trong vi tién khong mit!”

Téap Ngoc vira nghe la sur phu nang, khong khoi ca nguoi chin dong, voi vang girong miéit nhin Ién, da thiy ddi dién di t6i 1 ba bbn nir tir, déu mic miu
xanh dam, trén hng dai lung miu do thim, da sb 1 co gai tré, cAm dAu ciing | mdt nir tir c6 khudn mit xinh dep, mét miii hién anh, tudi chimg bon

Mol

Nang chinh 12 D& Van Sanh? Tap ngoc kinh ngac nhin nang, chi cam thiy 4nh niit nang 6n nhu lai sau thiy, m nguoi ta khong tu chi duoc lién nhe tim
tinh, khong dam lim can. DS Van Sanh nhin nAng mot hoi, cudi ndi:

“Vi tiéu thur ndy nhin khong gidng ngudi trong giang hd, lai ¢6 than thi tt nhur vay, thit im ngudi ta boi phuyc.”

Tap Ngoc trim miic, khong biét nén ndi cai gi. Ton Qué Phurong hi hi nd nu cuoi,:

“Sur phy, nang tén Tur Ma Tap Ngoc, bén canh 1 trdng cong nang nha! Bon ho 1 di du ngoan !”

D3 Van Sanh triu mén s méi toc ctia dd dé buéng binh, ndi nho:

* Nguoi ciing biét nhidu that! Ha bao bi ngudi danh cip nhu thé, trd vé can phai phat ngwoi, rt khong canh gidc .”

Ton Qué Phirong thé hrdi, thin sic khong hé nao ning

Tap Neoc thiy cac nang sur phu hién knh d6 dé dang yéu, khong khoi ndi khong ra 1oi. DS Van Sanh 6n nhu noi:

“Tur M4 ¢6 nurong, néu khong ché, dem tac tir dira di nha mon sau, cing ta udng tra? Lam nhu i thiy tro ching ta ta 18,

Tap Ngoc gt gt dAu, nang thAm nghi nhin nang mdt hdi, tira ho riéng nhin hinh dang ndy, ¢6 thé hiéu sao ndm dé ning cling su phy va T6 Can Huong
¢6 chuyén. Vi thé moi ngudi xoay ngudi hudng nha mon di dén, con chira di hai bude, Tén Qué Phurong bong nhién kéu lén:

“Tu Ma c6 nuong! Khoan, céi nay hinh nhu ¢ lamroi!”
Téap Ngoc vira quay dau lai, da thiy Ton Qué Phurong cam trong tay ning chubi doan kiém, nguyén moi vira rdi tic tir kia va cham, im doan kiém roi

ra. Nang voi vang quay dau, dua tay dén Ky, ai ngd B Véan Sanh bdng nhién budc nhanh Ién, mdt phen doat Ay kiém, nhin ngim that k¥, séc it dot
phién thay déi.

Nanganhmatky]an}nnTap Ngoc, trong anh mét ¢6 gi d6 mudn tran ra, Tap Ngoc phén khong rd nang I vui suéng, la camkhai, 1a khiép s, hay Ia
phén ng, nang chira bao gidr thiy mdt ngudi trén mit lai co vé phirc tap nhur thé.

“Ngwoila. . . . .. D8 tir ctia hdn?”

D0 Van Sanh nhe nhang hoi, ngon tay nhe nhang vudt ve doan kiém , mbi mjt dao réinh hong déu tinh t€ hrét qua, giéng nhur du yém tinh nhén. Tap ngoc
gt gat dau:

“Ta |3 dé tir HO Duong”
Tén ndy vira n6i di ra, D6 Van Sanh sic mit dot nhién tai di, nhung lai giong nhur bi sét danh tring,
“Hin...... Hién thé nao?”

DG Van Sanh thi thao hoi, bSng nhién quay ngudi mot phat bt duoc dng tay do Tap Ngoc, thin théi voi vang, vira roi con 1 than thai cia trudng tong
sur, hién cting nhu mdt nit tir hot hoang binh thuong,

Tap Neoc khong ngd duge qua nhiéu ndm nhur vy, nang van tinh thim nhu vdy, chi n6i nho:

“Han t6t Bm. . . . . . Chi 13 thudng xuyén thich ngin ngudi.”



Chi Ia thudng xuyén thich ngin nguoi . .. .. My chir ndy gidng nhu cai dinh, hung héing dong vao day long D6 Van sanh, nang nhin khong duge nurde
it trao ra. Nhiéu ndm nhur viy 10} hén van lai y nguyén. Trude mét nang giong nhau xuat hién canh trong huyen 40, bon ho van con tré, ton tai canh
tuong trong tri nho, vmhwenlahanyenlangnganngum, nang chi co the nhmbonghmgcuahankhongnolgL Cuowung, hén hru 101 ctia minh lai 1: “Ta
dirdi, nguoi bao trong. Nguoi la nguoi t6t, ngdy sau tit nhién vd hoc rét c6 tién trién, tré thanh nhén vat tong su. Anh sang nhur vy, loai tuc nhan ny chi
¢6 thé nhin Ién thoi.”

Hn vinh vién ciing khong biét, nang rmon 1am nhét, khong phai tong sur, nang ciing khong can v nghé cao cudng. Nang chi muon lammot ni¥ tir binh
thurong, cling nam nhén ngy xudn u yém dit tay dao boi hd, ngay hé séng vai hong mat, ngay moa thu cir an t& mi, vao dong tiéu cting nhau ngim tuyét.
Mo u6e cta nang gian di nhur vay, nhung khong ai ¢6 thé thanh toan. Nang hin han, cting thurong hén, cubi cting chi ¢6 thé yén king nhin bong lung ctia
hén rdi xa. Cai loai cam gidc budn ba nay, van hru lai & trong mong, khong thé bién mit.

Mong dep cta hén, bit dau tai ba chu T6 Can Huong mong dep ctia nang, ngung héin boi ba chit To6 Can Huong. T6 Can Huong da chét, so vdi con
song con dang so hon, nang vinh vién ¢ lai trong long hin, mdt khic, ciing 1 nang khong thé dung vao miéng vét throng

P Van Sanh hit mdt hoi thit sau, nhe giong not:
“Hén & noi nao?”

Téap Ngoc simg sot mdt chit:

Ning khong thé dé cho nguoi ta biét than thé, ciing khong thé iét 1o chuyén su phy, chang so nguoi yéu cau a DS Van Sanh.
Db Van Sanh voi vang cam ly tay 40 ctia nang, kéu lén:
“Nguoi n6i cho ta biét! Hin & noi nao? Thinh n6i cho ta biét!”

Throng Hai phai nir dé tir thdy su phu binh thudng 6n nhu dot nhién tré nén nhur thé voi vang xao dong, khong khoi cam thiy hoang so, ciing khong dam
khuyén. Tap Ngoc thé dai mdt hot:

“D nit hiép, thinh khong cin khé xir ta.”

Db Van Sanh nude miit chay ra, 1oi cuéi cung hédn noi. . ., nang nghe theo, lam mot dai tong s, trén giang ho tro thanh nit hiép tiéng tam lmg By, vo so
ngudi kinh ngudng. Nhung, nang muén nhét chinh 1 nguoi y, lai khong chiém dwoc. Thiéu nit 6m 4p tinh cam, mdi tinh d4u ngot ngao, nang vinh vién
ciing khong quén duoc.

Nang suy sup budng tay 4o Tap Ngoc, nhim it lai, nurde Imt theo khoe mit t chay xubng, Nang d khong nh6 16 chinh minh ¢6 bao nhiéu niim khong
khoc, mot khi bing nd, 1ién khong thé vin hdi, duong nhur mubn dem nurde mét ca doi tudn ra.

Tép Ngoc kinh ngac nhin ning, khong biét nén n6i cai gi, Niém Huong ¢6 chit sg hdi cim thét chét tay nang, nang cam lai, dot nhién cam giac duoc, hén
dang bén ngudi minh, 14 hanh phic. V6 ludn ve sau the ndo, it nhat hién tai, nang c6 duge ngudi nay.

Khong biét qua bao lau, bén canh bdng nhién truyén dén mot tiéng sau kin th dai:
“‘Nguoitdigisitinh. . . . .. Si tinh, si tinh!”
Moi ngudi dong loat quay dau, da thiy bén bd song mdt ngudi chim rii di t6i, 4o dai mau xanh, théu hic bach Bat Quai. Nguoi ndy réu toc bac pho, hai

it mét moi tham thiy, lai |z V& Pang dé tam higp Trinh Tan Thanh Thity. DS Van sanh vira thay hin, khong khoi ngdy ngudi, sau mit ic lau, méi lAm
bam noi:

Trinh Tan Thanh Thiy di dén truéc mit nang, n6i nho:
“Van I goi ta sur huynh di, ta da ¢6 rét nhidu nim khong nghe ngwroi kéu ta nhu vay.”
D6 Van Sanh lau di murde i, trén it mdt chit vui mimg;

“Nguoi miy néim nay & trén giang ho danh tiéng noi lén, may néim truée sur phu con vin nhac t6i nguoi! Phéi Vo Pang. . . .. . So véi Thirong Hai phéi
dugc chir? Nguoi Iic trude, tai sao muon roi di?”

Trinh Tan Thanh Thiy ciing khong dap, nhin nang mdt hdi, moi ndi nho:

“Nguwoi gid , ta cling g . Chuyén tinh ic con tré, con mubn dy du dén nay? Cl}éng 1& ngwoi con tinh mang theo vao md phén sao? Pudng duong
Thuong Hai phai td duong thi tong su, ¢ trén dudng lai khoc sudt mudt, con thé thong gi?”



Do Vén Sanh b hén vira n6i nhur vy, khong khoi xAu ho, nhanh lau nude mit, chinh thin sic, dang mudn néi chuyén, chot thiy ngén gitta ban tay phai
cua han bi dat, khong khoi kinh hai, vi la lén:

“Sur huynh! Ngon tay cua nguo. . . . . . 1”

Trinh Tan"[hénh"[hﬁyléng]angnhhlnéng, anh mét cua hén sdu nhu nurde, dodn khong ra trong tim cta hén suy nghi. D& Van Sanh bi hin xem c6 chit
kinh hoang, khdng biet nén ndi céi gi, that 1au sau, han tho dai mdt tiéng;

” Quén di, khong phai viée cua nguoi, cau ciing cau khong thé. Ching ta déu gia di, phong hoa tuyét nguyét gi do, dé cho nguoi tré tudidi. . . . . . Ta ban
khong mudn ciing ngwroi gip lai, An nay gip nhau ciing B duyén phan. Ta va nguoi tam biét di. . . . . . ”

Dt 16 héin xoay ngudi mudn di, PO Van Sanh voi vang kéu lén:
“Sur huynh! Nguoi giy, B vi. . . . .. Boivi..... Thua héin sa0?”
Trinh Tan Thanh Thiy quay lung vé phia nang, sau mot liic Au moi nhe giong noi:

“Ta glly ngon tay, la vi quén mot nguoi. Nhung, n6 chat dut phiéu nam nhu vay, miéng vét thirong som khép lai, lai lion dau dén. Thua boi hén. . . . . .
Takhongloindo déndi. . . . .. Nguoi bao trong,”

Gay ngon tay, iy tinh. Ngudi kia, xa cudi chén trdi, gin ngay trude nit, ude chimg vinh vién ciiing s& khong biét. Miéng vét thirong dau don bon muroi
ndm, con muon dau bao lau?

D06 Van Sanh kinh ngac nhin béng lung ctia héin bién mit & goc duong, trong long ky la, lai khong thé nio néi lén. Nang bdng nhién ngéng du nhin Tap
Ngoc, sau mit lic 1w, méi noi

“Tur Méi ¢ nuong, moi vira roi mao pham ngwoi, xin dimg trach t0i. Ching ta céo tir di, mudi tim théng t Thai Son dinh téi ty, dén lic d6, nhét dinh
moi nguroi uong mot chén tra ngon.”

Téap Ngoc git git dau, mit thiy doan ngudi cic nang ép tac tir hudng nha mdn di dén. Niém Huong s so toc ctia ning, Am bam ndi:

“Tap Ngoc, nguroi dang khd s6?”

Nang mim cudi, 6m canh tay ciia hin:

k‘Khéng [

Nnang nhe nhang néi :

“Ta chi cam thfiy, hién tai day, ta rat hanh phtic.”

C6 duoc hin mdi ngiy déu 14 hanh phic, khong can lo Fing vé sau, khong c6 vé sau. Nang bay gid, trong thién ha 1 ngwdi hanh phic nhit. Pau thang
tur, Thai Son luan vo dai hoi rdt cuc sap khai chién, cac nhan vat giang ho cting déu ty tap dén cai thanh Thai An nho nay. Trir ba vi chii tri cong dao tong
sur, ngudi xem chil y toi nhat 1 phai Nga Mi ciing Tuyét Son Phai. Hai phai déu nay mot phai déu 1 nit tir xinh dep, mdt phai déu i nam tir phirong
quyét tré tudi, déu & noi niii cao phai leo khé nhoc ma t6i.

Nghe don phai Nga Mi cing Tuyét Son Phéi tir trude dén nay bét hoa, 1in nay dan dit Nga Mi mudi tam dai dé tir dén dang xem cude chién i Thiy
Vén sur thai, la m0t trong ba dai cao thi cua phai Nga Mi, nang tuy rang hién knh, nhung ciing 1 mdt nit hiép vo cing twr phu ngudi, nghe 161 Muoi nam
trude mot Jan nhan duyén tring hop, ciing Tuyét Son Phéi chuong mdn Luu Tir Hoa sinh xung dot, trdm chiéu khong phan bai trdn, Nga Mi tir d6 vé sau
ciing Tuyét Son thé bét ludng lap, gidng nhur ciru dich d6i dau.

Nhung thé sur nhur thé thit hoang duong! Hai phéi phén 6n 1 thiéu nién nam nir, noi d6 ¢ clru han gi vira néi, may nam nay phéi Nga Mi khong biét bi
Tuyét Son Phéi kira di bao nhiéu dé tir, vat va nudi dudng 6 dé muroi tim ndm, két qua 12 trd thanh Fo ba ctia nguoi ta. Vi vy cam tiét d¢ tir hai phai
¢6 quan hé, Thiy Van su théi cang themnghlemkhac giho dd, mot khi phat gidc c6 dong tinh gi, khong hoi can do, lap tire trye xuat su mdn. Nhung tinh
yéu namnit von i mrde chéy, cang cAm cang d& dang lam v dé, mit thiy Tuyét Son Phai Luru Tir kia turoi cudi dic ¥, Thity Van sur thai trong ong

cang tirc gian.

Lai ni con ¢6 ba ngay s& bit dau luan v dai hoi, dinh Thai Son 161 dai ciing da diip xong, trang hoang khip noi bang lua d6, that 1 hoa 16. Phai Thai
Son bdn tong cing tong phéi dé tir ciing déu 16 dién, tuy n6i bon phai ctng tong phai chi la udn v0, nguoi hai phai chi la giao hitu nhung murdi phin
khong diing, dir hai phai cuoi cudi ndi ndi, churong mon nhéan ubn gite 18 d6 voi nhau, nhung tinh hinh ndy ciing giéng thé nhu nurée Tra Nga Mi Tuyét
Son hoan toan bat dong,

Bgén ngufyi Tap Ngoc da & trén dinh nii nghi ngo1, Luu Van van émif mudn t6i xem Thim Tiéu Gide 12 bd dang nhu thé ndo, Poan Moc that su khong
thé chiu ndi nita, chi ling I& chi vao mdt thanh y thi¢u nién:

“Hin, nguoi hdly nhin cn than. Khong cin ndi ta kra ngwoi.”

Luu Van v6i vang theo tay hin trong qua, da théiy bén canh 161 dai dung mot thiéu nién 40 xanh tlép bé, nhin qua tham chi chi c6 muroi bdn murdi Am



tudi, tran that rong, da tay ngam den, that sur 3 binh thudng cuc ky, chi 3 Lé Vi ngo ngo ngic ngéc ciing dep hon hin nhiéu phan.
Luu Van min mé miéng;:

“Nguoi gat nguoi! Han cin ban chi 1 tiéu hai tir!”

Poan Mdc nd nu cuoi:

“Nguoi van 1 thich trong mit ma bt hinh dong! Hin nguyén quan Ba Thye, von 14 dang ngudi thip bé. Hudng chi bd dang minh nhur thé nio, ciing
khong phai minh c6 thé quyét dinh . Tham Tiéu Gidc c6 thé bi moi ngudi thiy thip bé nhung lai ti mao phi pham. Ngwroi xem héin hanh dong, tay chan
mem mai, mot chut 1ong ngong ciing khong c6, ¢6 thé thiy duroc 1 trai qua tu luyén nghiém khiic. Trén dinh niii ndy, chi so' khong c6 mdt ngudi ndo ¢6
thé ctng hén so sanh v6i.”

Luu Vén “Nha” mbt tiéng, t6i st lan can dinh nii, khong c6 hao hire nita. Nang nguyén tuéng rﬂéng cho di1 khdng phai thiéu nién dep trai, ciing tit nhién
1a than cao tam thudc dich thue nam nhi, ai ngd Tham Tieu Gidc that [ ti€u giac, hoan toan 1 ti€u hai tir. Poan Mdc dem nang nhe nhang kéo trd ve, noi
nho:

“Khong can t6i sat trén lan can, cn thin té xudng.”

Luru Van nging du nhin khudn nit hén lanh king anh t6, bdng nhién nhin khong duoc cudi ndi:

“Nguoi luon khen ngudi ta, tai sao khong néi minh nha, Doan Moc dai hiép? Ta xem mit ngwroi dung mao tudn t, v3 nghé cao cudng, ching phéi i
nguoi trung long phurong? Qua nhién, trong ngurodi trén nii ndy, nguoi cuc ky ¢d tur chat. Nhinxem . . . . . Noi d6 that nhicu hiép nit nhin Ién ngwoi!”

Poan Moc Dung Tué trimg mét nhin nang, sic mét kh& bién thanh vi do 1én, sang giong:

“Lim mdm! Nén danh! Nguoi chimng ndo thi ¢6 thé im king mot chit khong néi chuyén lung tung nira?”

Luu Van ngac nhién noi:

“Ta d4u c6 ndi lung tung! Nigroi xem nha, Niga Mi tiéu nit hiép déi dién déu nhin kén ngwroi, lai con cuoi.”

Poan Moc ning tay gat anh mét ctia nang, lanh nhat noi:

“Khong duge nhin! Khong lién quan dén chuyén ctia ta va nguoi.”

Luu Vén cang mubn cing hin tranh cai, tranh canh tay hén, kh& noi:

“Ky quéi, cai gi goi i chuyén cia ta va nguoi ? Poan Moc dai hiép, ta i ki ni¥, ndo ddm cing ngai danh dong . . . . .
Nang ndi con chua durt 104, cam da bj Poan Moc nimrdi, giong ndi clia hin trong tréo nhurng lanh ing vang 1én bén tai:

“Nguoi lai cling ta dAu v6 mdm, dit sao Poan Mdc Dung Tué & trén giang hd ciing khong con ci gi 1 hao thanh danh, lim cai i, ai ciing khong thé xen
vao.”

Luru Van von 1 ngudi nong voi, bi hén uy hiép nhur vy, khong khoi tire gidn, nang cang mudn di, voi la lén:

“Nguoi budng! Noi ndy ngudi nhidu nhur vay, m cho ngudi xem ndo nhiét sao? | Nguoi khong c6 hao thanh danh, ciing dimg lién Iuy ta day k§ nit nha.

Nang 10i con chura ni hét, trén kg bong nhién ctmg lai, bi hdn bé kén trén khong, 6m chit trong long, mdi clia hdn ciing x0a nhe Ién mdi ndng. Luru Vén
d4nh v& d4u ciing khong nghi ra nay khdi bang s& & dam dong 1on mat nhur thé, so tdi mire ciim thiéu chit niva rétxudng, Poan Mdc nhén thé tién vao,
hon that sau.

Hin tay 40 rong thing thinh, dang ngwdi thon dai, ¢b y dem Luu Van chim vao trong, tir phia sau thoat nhin, hén tira nhu & ctli‘déu ngémphong canh,
mot chitt di trang cling khong ¢6. Luu Van chi cam thay ngon chin déu nhu nhiin ra, ding stre day ra hén, lai khong thé , dan dan dudi stre, chi co the
dua vao long han, mic k¢ cho han hon.

Khéng biét qua bao lau, nang cubi cting ciing hit thd dwoc khong khi, trude mét bimg sang, nang tho dbc, chi cam thay trén mit co hd mudn do én, tuy
rangcamthayco diéu g d6 ky la, tuy nhién n6 nhur thé nio cing khong 16 Jam La hén khong nén hon minh? Hay I héin khong nén chi hon nang ? A, khi
gi6! My ci B gido gat ngudi! Cam gidc ndy tuyét voi nhu thé, ning tai sao mudn ira gat minh?

Poan Moc chim ri vubt ve toc nang, moi theo toc nang hon tdi trén 10 tai, sau d6 lai theo guong it hon toi b, nu hon mémnhe giéng nhu gi6 xuan,
nhu nang 13 thir quy gia nhét, cAn vo ciing yéu thuong chiéu chudng, Trén giang hd, Poan Moc Dung Tué c6 tén khéc 1 Lanh Khdc, d6i véi ngudi ndo
déu khinh thuong khong cha ¥y, tu cao tir dai, nhung khong biét tir lic ndo, nit tir xinh dep thich mac d6 do nay da dap vao mét Nang kich liét nhur lItra,
mémmai dang yéu nhur nurée, lai thién chan v6 cing, nang khong tuan tha nguyén tic, mic ké minh c6 nh mac hay khong van dén qudy ray lam loan,
héin bt dau khong tur chi duge ddi it theo nang, trd thanh mdt ding do tir [ ke si tinh]. L ai ndi, giai nhin kho tim? Giai nhn cta hin, gio phut nay
dang & tronglong. . . . .



“Nguoi. .. ... Nguoi lan sau néu ba dao nhu VAY. ... Ta...... Nhét dinh tirc gian!”

Cao himg van I cao himg, nang van mudn ra vé rut r&, quét mdm nhin qua tuyét khong giéng dang tirc gian, ma cang gidng mang theo gido hoat cau
dan.

Boan Méc Dung Tué the dai mot tiéng, nhung 14 nghe qua cang gidng cudi khé. Han nhe nhang vubt ve 16 tai ciia nang, ngon tay dit trén mé nang boi
hdi, luyen ti€e roi di. That au sau, han mdi thap giong noi:

“Poan Mdc Dung Tug chi tai mdt ngudi trude mit 1am dang dd t, nguoi lién nhan ménh di.”

Luu Vén cam tay 40 ctia héin, bdng nhién nghiém trang trimg miit hin, timg chit timg chix hoi:

“Tai sao 14 ta? Nguoi ic trrde khong phai thure chan ghét ta sao? Nguoi néu tra 161 khong dugc, ta nhét dinh s& tirc gidn , hon nita ciing khong dé y t6i
nguoi nita!”

Poan Mdbc b(;ng nhién c6 thé hiéu 161 Han Dy Trdn trude kia n6i rdi, hin ndi nfr nhan I3 mdt loai ngudi vo cling vo Iy, cac nang ¢ thé mdt khiic trude
nhu tinh nhu nurée, cling c6 thé mot khac sau ctng ngwoi tré mit. Nang bien sc mat cyc nhanh, qua thire khong the tuong trong. Budng dudng Boan
Moc the gia Tam cOng tir, gio phut ndy rot cuc cling nghen ra mdt chit md hdi lanh.

Sirng sdt nira ngay, hén rot cuc th dai:

“Thich lién thich, can Iy do sa0?”

Mudn néi nhur thé ndo day? Lan dau tién bt dau? Hin 1 ngudi cao ngoa, binh thirdng lamsao ¢6 thé ctng mdt k¥ nit so do, vi sao an d6 hén nhin .
khong duoc? Thich mdt nguoi, dinhién 1 khong cd ly do , cho du nang c6 mdt d6i khuyet diem, cling tré thanh dang yéu. Thién ngdn van ngit, chi can
mot cau >Ta thich ngwroi, khong ¢6 nguyén nhan.”

Luru Van lai mén mé migng, hién nhién d4p 4n ndy kim nang khong hai long, nhung nging du nhin nhin hén, im sao van rét lanh ling? Nang khong phai
1 khong c6 40 trdng, c6 mot ngudi thit tinh yéu minh, dét tay minh dén gia. Nay nguoi nay xuat hién, nang lai nhin khong duoc muon hoi chinh minh:
that 1a han? Chinh 1a han sao? Luu Van nguoi s& khong hoi han?

Nang bdng nhién nd nu cudi, ndm Ay mai toc dai trén b vai hdn, 6n nhu noi:

“Nhur vay ciing tt, Tam thiéu gia nguroi hoan toan quy gdi & dudi quin cua ta, bi ta chinh phuc!”

Khong, héi han 14 Ay cé yéu dudi, ning vira tham nghi vira 6m héin, chura timg nghi vé sau, khong c6 vé sau.
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Chuwong 27

Bén nay Luu Vén cing Boan Moc ning tinh mét y, bén kia Nga Mi ctng Tuyét Son ciing la thity hoa bat dung, chi vi Thily Vén sur théi & dinh nti bén
canh 161 dai bat dugc mot Tuyet Son Phai d¢ tir ndi chuyén tAm tinh cling dé ttr phai Nga Mi, duong truong gian dit 161 dinh, lap tirc s&€ dem dé tir khong
biét liém si kia truc xuat su mon.

Newoi phéi Nga Mi déu khuyén can, dé tir phai Nga Mi bj phat hién sc mit tréing béch quy trén it dat, mdt bén i Tuyét Son phéi d¢ tir bi Thay Van
sur thai mt chudng da thuong, sur tinh truyén di Luu Tir Hoa nghe duoc, vira nghe dé tir bi danh da thurong, nhu thé nao chiu laimngo, lp tirc dan theo
nguoi cham i toi, da thay Thity Van su thai vé mét gian dit, ma Tuyet Son Phai d€ tir tré tudi, khoe miéng d6 méu, nam trén mit dat bat tinh nhén su.
Luru Tir Hoa cam thdy tirc gian, trén it cling khong dong thanh séc, cudi dai di toi, chdp tay vai chao, cudi noi:

“Thity Van sur thai, liu khong gip, o nhin gia ngai van tinh than quic thude. Khong biét tiéu db nhu thé ndo dic t6i quy phéi, trude cho ta xin 161 ! Viee
nay déu [ tré con khong biét dicu, ngai gia r6i dirng chap tré con, chi 1a tro dua thoil”

Thity Van sur thai htr ra mdt hoi, lanh nhat noi:

“Laru churéng mdn, it miii In! Niga Mi dé tir ha c6 thé tir no bi da nam nhén nay kim ban! Tiéu hai tir? Hic héc! Lamra chuyén khong nho! Ta 1 ngu
dot, khong bict Tuyct Son Phai day d¢é tir thé nao, hay 1a ca ngay chi day viéc vo si? !”

Luru Tir Hoa khong khoi giéin dir, bién séc, dinh hé mdm cing ni¥ nhén néy 1§ ludn, nhung ngh minh | nam nhi, lai cting mdt nit luru déu vo mom, khong
khoi luu chuyén khong hay, han cudi guong hai tiéng:
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“Thity Van sur thai, danh tiéng ndy qua I6n, ta nhung khong dam mang. Moi ngudi ¢6 viée gi nén n6i chuyén, cé gi da thuong nguoi?”
Thity Van su thai lanh king néi:

“Ta chinh a d4 thurong nguoi! Ngwoi mudn am gi? 1

Luu T Hoa vé miit bién sic:

“Ta coi nguroi la 3o nhan gia, goi nguroi mot tief:ng su thai! Ta va nguoi déu I nhat phai ton truong, nhu thé 130 16i nang 16 miing?! Truong Thity Vén,
mot nit nhin van can giit nhitng I€ nghi! Trd vé soi guong di, d€ y lai minh xem, rau trén mat da sap moc ra r6i!”

Hzfln 10 vira ndira, tat ca moi nguroi nhin khong duge cudi vang, bat qua n6 nu cudi khong duoc hai tiéng, déu tram miic. Thity Van sur thai trén it
giong nhau bao phit mt tang miy den, nang lanh ing nhin Luu Tir Hoa, sau mdt lac 1au, mdi ndi:

» Tot Fim! Nguoi tot am! Luru Tir Hoa, murdi ndim trude nguoi kiéu ngao nhur thé, murdi nam sau ngwoi van thoi cii khong thay d6i! Hom nay ta vi Nga
Mi phan cao thap lay lai cong dao!”

Nang 1t ra bao kiém, én tiéng quat:

“Ra chiéu! Bé cho ta biét thé nao 1 Tuyét Son Phéi ché dat kin 1on!”

Nguyén Tuyét Son Phai c6 mot chiéu thirc thanh danh tén I sur tir nho xoay ngudi, gio phiit ny lai bi ning bop méo thanh ché dat kin Ion. Luu Tir Hoa
limsao con kiem che dugc, hai nguoi ndy deu la tinh tinh dir doi, binh thuong chinh l khong c6 viée gi cling phai tim cho gy sur, mot khi da ndi gidn,
lien hét strc cang thang,

Luru Tir Hoa phan thi cAm chudi dao, hai nguoi lanh ling nhin nhau, chi doi di phuong vira dong, lap tirc dudi theo kip. Nga Mi cing Tuyét Son Phéi
lai n6i cling khong am tuong tan cong, déu l thi nhicu hon danh, boi vay hai ngrdi nhin nhau nira khéc, lai khong thay nguoi ndo dong, hai phai dé tir
ciing déu am tham nhon nhiao mot phen, déu sg sur t6n clia minh bi thua.

Pang cing thing, khong ngd mdt bén dot nhién truyén ti tiéng cudi ctia mit nam tir , héin 6m ¢ mot dé tir phai Nga Mi, cudi noi:

“Tap Negoc! Nguyén nguoi chay t6i noi nay! Dé cho ta di tim!”

P& tir nit kia bi héin nht 6m, so toi mirc kéu lén, Thiy Van sur thai von chén ghét nam tir, gior phit ndy ngudi nay dam trude it minh dia gion dé tir ctia
minh, nang lanh kg noi:

“Hao tac tr! Nguoi that to gan!”

Nang thi nguoi bay kn, mjt chuéng bo t6i kia nam tir 40, nang chi ndi | mdt tén vo lai, béi vay ding hai phin ndi lyc, thim nghi im cho hén chiu chit
dau kho théi, ai ngd mot churong bay én lai giong nhu bo bong ly, di qua han, truot xuong, Nang stng sot.

Ngudi no bi danh mot chuong, 1ap tire nhay dung Ién, phan thi di so sau lung cta minh, sau do. . . . . . Lén tiéng khoc 1on! Moi ngudi thiy hén quan 4o
dep d&, cling Ia khuon mat tuan ti van nha, nhung trén mét c6 nét ngd nghéch, 10 rang Ia cai ké ngu, han mot bén khdc mdt bén kéu:

“Tap Ngoc! Tap Ngoc! Ngwoi dang & ddy chd nio?”

Thity Van sur thai chi thiy hin gia ngdly gia dai, chinh minh moi vira rdi mdt chuong kia ciing i khong hiéu sao truot ra ngoai, cam thiy khong khoi dai
nghi, 16n tiéng kéu lén:

“Nguoi la nguoindo? ! Hay xung ténra!”

Trong tay nang kiém chuyen dong, ciing i nhét chiéu nhu myt trdi moc vung kén 10i 20 40 xubng. Niém Huong ciing khong biét trdn, chinh i ngo ngic
nhin kiém, n¥it thiy miii kiém s& dm vao ngyre hén, tat ca moi ngudi nhin khong dugc kinh h lén!

bién quang hoa thach, chi nghe”Dinh” mt tiéng, Thity Vén su thai chi cam tlﬁy trén tay minh chot nhe, chudi ctia dinh van kiém bi cét Jam hai doan roi
xubng dat' Nang nhin khong duoc day long kinh hai, ngAng du nhin 1én, da thdy mot cai thanh y it tir dimg 6 trude it minh, yeu dudi nhd nhén va cao
cao, gidng nhau thdi mot hoi s& bay mét, 3 mdt quan gia thién kim. Nhung trén mit ning thin sic ding ding sat khi, trong 4nh méit da tran ngap sat khi,
nang lanh ling nhin Thity Van su théi, that 1au sau, moi noi:

“LAo ba tr nguoi, lam gi véi tudng cong ta? !”

Thity Van sur thi nhét thoi néi khong ra 1i, kinh ngac nhin chubi doan kiém trong tay nang, Sau mdt ic 1au, nang bdng nhién thé ddc vi kinh ngac, chi
vao mii Tap Ngoc, khan giong ndi :

12>

“Nguoi. . . . .. Thap bude giét mit ngudi ki gi ctia nguroi? !
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Chuong 28
Téap Negoc khong dé y nang, hir miii mdt hoi, lanh nhat ni:
“Miic m6 g toi nguoi? Nguoi I ail Con dam hoi ta!”

Thiy Van su théi nhéit thoi gian di, ning tinh tinh tir trwéc dén nay dit doi, gio phit ndy Tap Ngoc t6 thai d6 cao ngao gidng nhu lira chay d6 thém dau,
nang lai cang khdng nhiéu 101, vung tay mdt chudng tién téi! Mot mat kéu én:

“Ngwoi db dé ctia tic tir kia! Ciiing khong phai thir t5t!”

Tap Ngoc thiy nang ni dong thi lién dong thii, hoan toan khdng n6i dao Iy, hon nita chuéng phong gao thét, ndi lue di thrdng cao tham, khong khoi
can than, dem doan kiém vung lén khoang khong, dén theo Niém Huong ding sau rit lui miy budc, ding strc day hin doi di, moi xoay ngudi ciing Thiy
Vin su thai d6i nghich.

“Sur phu ta i loai nguoi ndo, khong t6i phién ngwroi t6i n6il Nguoi 1 o ba khong biét didu! Y vao vo nghé cao cudng c6 thé tity tién khi d& ngudi sao?
'7’

! Nguoi khong xirng mdt dai tong su! Qua thue khong con it mii!

Téap Ngoc ciing Luu Van & chung Jau, méng ngudi ciing lu loat di thuong, Thity Van sur thai bi nguoi tre tudi nhur thé nhuc ma qué, tirc gian dén ca
ngudi phat run, mt phen doat lay kiém tren lung dai d¢ tir, khanh mot tiéng rut ra, lanh king néi:

“Hom nay phai day dd loai vo Aim bién chit nay!”
Nang huy kiém Ién, ai ngo nira duong dot nhién sap lai ddy mdt ngudi, iy dao chin kiém ciia nang, trdm giong n6i:
“Sur thai vi sao 16 mang nhur thé! Nang chi l mbt tiéu ¢6 mrong ma thoi! Negwoi mubn dé lai cho hau bdi 4c danh sao? 17

Thiy Van su thai dot nhién dung lai, da thiy Luu Tir Hoa che 6 trude mit, nang méc di ndi gidn bén trong, dau gi cting la mot dai tong su, bi hén nbi
nhur vay, giéng nhu mdt chiu nude lanh doi xudng dau, nhét thoi binh tinh lai. Thity Van sur thai ding stre ddy dao ctia hdn, trim giong ndi:

“Ta tyr biét! Khong khién nguroi nhéic nho!”

Luru Tir Hoa cudi girong hai tiéng, dem dao rat vé, xoay ngudi nhin doan kiém trong tay Tap Ngoc, sau mt Iic Au mdi thé dai nbi:

“Pi bao nhiéu nam! Nay lai thay thanh kiém ndy, n6 van gidng nhur truée! Co mrong, t6n su that ki thap budc giét mdt ngudi H Duong sao?”
Tap Negoc thdy ngudi nay ngbn ngir 6n hoa, p tirc ciing 1 thanh thit tra 1i:

Luu T Hoa nghiém mét néi:

“Ta xem b déng ctia ngwoi ciing khong phéi ngudi trong giang hd, tudi con nhd, khong thé ndi dbi! Thip bude giét mdt ngwoi k loai nguoi ndo, nhu thé
ndo day db d6 dé nhur nguoi vay?”

Nguyén mdi vira rdi Tap Ngoe mot kiém got gy dinh van klem, hén d4 nhin ra thén phap cta nang, tuy rang ky quai, nhung dong tac c6 phin vung v&,
1h6 n3m d6 dinh nii Bang Ngoc HO Duong giét ngudi vo s6, cong lue do, dé tir cta hén nhur thé ndo lai vung vé nhur thé!

Tap Ngoc lanh nhat néi:
“Nguroi tin ciing thé, khong tin ciing thé, nio ¢ can hé dén ta? Ta chi I t6i tim twéng cong ta ma thoi.”

Moi ngudi vira nghe ndi clia nang tudng cong 1 thing ngde kia, khong n6i gi. Tap Ngoc dem kiém thé lai trong tay 40, xoay ngudi mudn di, ai ngd Thiy
Van su thai lanh Ring néi:

“Nguoi nha du kia ngimg lai cho ta! Ta khong so do nguroi vira 16i v 18, nhung HO Durong 14 giang hd ac nhan, chinh phéi nhén si thé tru diét hin!

'37

Ngwoi néi mau! Hén by giy dang & chd nao? !

Téap Ngoc hir mot tiéng;
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“N6i cho nguroi biét, sau d6 cho ngwroi di giét hin? Nguoi mudn ta giip diét su phy ctia ta sao? I”
Thity Van sur thai bi nang dap tra nhu vdy, simg sot mt lic Ay, sau ndi:

“Nguoi con I mot tiéu nha dAu, ngly sau duong con dail Visao phai che chd ny ac nhan? ! Tir xua dén nay, chinh ta luon d6i nghich, ta khuyén nguroi
toc toc caita quy chinh, bd gian ta theo chinh nghia cho thda dang! Néu khong nguoi s€ giong su phu nguoi, trd thanh ké thii ctia vo 1am!”

Tap Negoc bong nhién nd nu cudi, quay dau liéc xéo nang, chim ri noi:

» Nguoi ba dao mudn ta im vay, rit khong phan rd phai trai, Binh huyét vo tinh chinh phai nhan? Nhu vay ta tinh nguyén ca doi bi coi nhu 4c nhan!”
Thiy Van su thai sic mit dot nhién thay d6i, diém nhién noi:

“Ta da bo qua cho ngwoi mdt kin! Ngwoi néu con ndi ra nhing 16 d6, mic ké ¢6 bi hau bdi coi thrdng, ta ciing phai gido hudn nguoil”

Téap Ngoc ling ling nhin nang, sau mot lic Jau, méi n6i nho:

" Nguoi la nguoi ding vii lyc uy hiép nguoi khéc, thie s kiéu ngao nhur vy sao? Nhan gia vo dich, ngwoi I6n tudi nhur vy, dao Iy Ay ciing khong hiéu,
Ngudi néi ndng 16 méng van ki nguoi, tly y ra tay da throng ngudi ciing ki ngwoi. Y vio v nghé cao ma coi thudng ngudi khéc, ta khong khoi do mt
thay nguoi!” Thiy Van sur thai min me Ién moi, lanh nhat noi:

“Lan thir ba roil”

Nang dem kiém dua dén, hai chin nhéy kn, tao béng déng giong nhu tién hac bay dén, mdt kiém nhanh nhu tia chop! Tong su phai Nga Mi, quéa nhién
loi hai. Tap Ngoc thdm chi khong lay kip kiém trong tay o, tro' mit nhin mjt han quang bo t6i trude nit!

Noi thi chéim mé xy ra thi nhanh, Tap Ngoc chi cam thiy vai bj nguoi kéo, nhung lai khong hé ¢6 khé niing chong cu, bi kéo bay rét ra ngoai, tiép theo
lai bi nhe nhang d& 1én, dimg virmg. Nang ¢6 chit kho hicu nging dau én, da thay mot nguoi nam tir trung nién méic miu den 4o choang dimg ¢ bén canh
minh, mé Thity Van sur thi bi mdt kiém ctia huyén y nit tir khdc can.

Thity Van sur thi voi vang thu kiém, trén mit vira kinh sg vira 4n nhn, huyén y nit tir kia mot kiém can tr6, lp tirc thu kiém, chép tay cudi noi:

“Thy Van su thai, o nhén gia ngai tinh thin quéic thurde nhu cil. Phai Thai Son vinh hanh, im phin ngii dai gid quang lim dén dang xem cudc chién
luéin v3 dai hoi, that sw 14 rét vinh hanh.”

Thily Van su thai so run mot hdi, m&i chAm i n6i:

“Anh hing xuét thiéu nién, phai Thai Son diing ménh phi thudng hiu bbi, ciing coi nhur vo Am nhn tai moi xuét hién, Nga Mi hé ¢6 khong dén b dong
dao ly. Huyén Anh nit hi¢p, kiém thudt clia nguroi cang ngay cang diéu luyén!”

Nguyén huyén y nit tir ndy dng | chudng mon nhAn phai Thai Son bon tong LAm Huyén Anh, ning tudi chimg bon muroi, tuy ring tudi khong 16n,
nhung ciing tong sur dugce coi trong trén gianh ho. Lap tirc nang mim cudi, 6n nhu ndi:

“Sur thai dén day vira van, phai Nga Minir dé tir ngudi nguoi kiém phép tuyt dicu, méy ngay trude ddy ta con clng Huyén Trung dai ca ni vé nguoi!
Hoém nay kho duoc tit ca moi nguoi tu noi ndy, sao vi tiéu bbi laim ton thuong hoa khi? i, su théi! Ching ta di dén hac dinh udng tra n6i chuyén.”

Thity Van sur thi giip hai churéng mon phéi Thai Son hoa giai, né mit p tire di theo Lom Huyén Anh xudng niti. LAm Huyén Anh di dén trude nit Lim
Huyén Trung, nhin han mo trimg hai mit, noi:

“Ta moi sur thai uong tra, dai ca nguoi tran an tiéu c6 nrong nay mot chut di!”’

Nguyén lai phai Thai Son bén tong cling t6ng phai hai chudng mdn nhan i huynh mudi, kho trach bon tong hai nha chira timg 6 ndo loan, luan vo | luan
v, hoa khi lai khong thé bi pha vo.

Téap Ngoc kho hiéu nhin huyén y nam tir kia, hén cti ddu nhur nhin thanh kiém trong tay minh suy nghi, ciing khong n6i chuyén. Tap Negoc hit mot hoi that
sau, chap tay néi:

“Pa ta twong tro! Ngaila. .. ... 7
Lam Huyén Trung 6n hoa nd nu cudi ha xudng:

“Lainoi ,tiép, ta trudc kia da timg thdy qua nguoi mdt lan, Tu M3 tiéu thu. Von phai quy xudng, goi ngwroi quan chua, nhung ngudi tai giang ho, ciing
khong c6 dugc quy ct nhiu nhur vay.”

Tap Negoc bi héin mdt cau n6i toac ra thin phén, khong khoi hoang hdt, n6i cing ndi khong duge. Lam Huyén Trung 6n nhu noi:

“Ba ndm trude ddy, ta timg di mot chuyén toi Hang Chau, ngiy d6 rit nhiéu quan gia thién kim di &én Tay HO choi xuan. Ta khong mudn ngudi ta phat



giac than phan minh, bién thinh mdt tén an may, doc theo bén hd an xin. Tt ca quan gia thién kim déu né tranh, chi ¢ nguoi cho ta mdt thoi murdi hai
nguyén bao, con lanh nhu bang bao ta di tim viéc, mdt ngurdi han tir sao ¢d the lun lac an xin trén pho.”

Han n6 ny cuoi:

“Sau ta biét ngwoi  thién kim Tur Mé Té tuéng, Tur Ma Té tuéng cuong trye ghét dua ninh, qua nhién | ho phy sinh ho tir. Tu Ma qun chia, ngdy d6
murdi hai hoang kim, ta van chua ¢6 str dung, hdmnay, ta demnd tra lai cho nguoi.”

Noi xong, héin i trong tay 40 Fy ra mjt thoi mudi hai hoang kim, Tap Negoc kinh ngac tiép nhdn, da thiy déy thoi hoang kim con ¢ khéic chir Dai
Tong, ding Ia hoang kim nadm dé nang cho.

Lam Huyén Trung thd dai mot hoi, nhe giong ndi:

“Tén su, ko nhan gia c6 khoe khong? Rét nhiéu nim khong thiy, thé su nguy bién, chinh 1 phong thai héin ngay xua, lai nhu cii ¢ trudc mit.”
Tap Ngoc thip giong ndi:

“Cacnguoi. . . . .. biét han?”

Lam Huyén Trung lic Fic d4u, budn ba noi:

“Hén I than phan cao nhan, ic Ay ching ta qua thire giéng nhur khac nhau mdt trdi mdt vire. Han im cho ngudi ta cam giac 1 chim diéu bay hron trén
cao, chura bao gio' dirng lai xem. Ngwoi cé thé lam d¢ tir cua han, that 1a thue may mén.”

N6i xong, héin v vd bé vai Tap Ngoc, gidng nhur mot bac cha chi,

“Lan ndy ludin v0 dai hdi ngudi giang ho dén phin dong, ngwoi trim ngan cn thin. Lan ny chuyén thét sy nguy hiém, Thiy Van su théi tinh céch dir doi
nguoi im tiéu boi nhirdng cho mdt chit ciing duoc. Nho ly khong can qua 16 licu, vo cong cia ngwoi mic du khong t€, van thicu kinh nghiém, d€ tranh
cho minh dwra t6i hoa sat than. Loi ndi nhur the, ta con cé viée, di trude mbt bude. Cao tir.”

Hin nhin bén canh Luu Tir Hoa dang chita thuong cho d¢ tir, noi nho, xoay ngwdi roi di, Tap Ngoc yén king nhin bong ung héin, trong long khong khoi
ky la. Su phu cua nang, nang gidng nhur lai kho hi€u hiin mét it. Nang xoay nguoi, nhin Niém Huong troi cudi:

“Ching ta di thoi, vira 1o phia dudi co tiém com, ching ta an mot chit gi di.” Muoi tam thang tu ngay 4y, mura dam, phang phét c6 tiéng dong g3, miy
den day diic, lic truée mura van tich tach, dan dan thanh I6n. Loi dai & trén dinh nii, chung quanh déu 1 my mi luon 1, cach xa nhau ndm budc, lién
thiy khong 16 nguoi doi dién .

Nhung nhitng diéu nay khong c6 thé anh huong dén tam trang hung phan ctia moi ngurdi, sang som, di xem cude chién vo 1Am cac phai nhén si déu tp
trung & 16i dai dinh i, 161 dai di dién cao Ju, ba tong sur dwoc moi dén chi tri cong dao ngdi ngay ngin bén trong,

Swrong mi qué 1on, Luru Van thiy khong 13 trong liu mét Poan Moc, ning thé' dai mdt hoi, im bim ndi:

“Nhur thé ndo, hdn ngdi chd & cao ting, ta dot nhién cam gidc duogc cao khong thé chamnha. . . . . . ”

Téap Ngoc 0 so dau clia nang, n6i nho:

“Hén khong thé ca doi ¢ cao ting, s& ¢6 ic xudng dudi. Nguoi dimg long da hep hoi nghi nhiéu nhur vay .”

Luru Van @6 mat, voi la én:

“Ai n6i ta nghi! Hén thé nao ciiing khong lién quan dén ta dau!”

Loi n6i cimg rén, 4nh it van nhin khong duoc hidng chd cta hén nhin, Tap Ngoc chi c6 thé cudi vo vd nang:

* Luru Vén, nhé 16i ta n6i khéng? Nguoi i nit tir t6t nhd, déng gia nam nhén tot nht.”

Luru Van kiéu ngao nging dau lén:

“Ta duong nhién 14 t5t nhét! Nhung héin c6 phai tot nhit hay khong, con cin nghién ctru thém!”

Loi ndy noi tat ca moi ngudi déu nd nu cudi.

Gitra trura, suong mi khong tiéu, nguroc lai cang dam 101, trong dam nguoi bdng nhién mdt trin xao dong, nguoi nguyén Thai Son lgén tong hai phai dén,
lémr nay luan vd dai hoi, 1a hai phai h_IE‘l chon ra hai ngudi mot nam mot nit cao thu, Ién dai ty thi. Bon nguc‘rj dong loat 1én l(}i dai, Tham T@éu Giac Ia n
nhat, khong chit nao thu hit, ciing dong mém sur huynh d¢ so sanh, qua thuc giong mot bong nguoi mo ho, nhung dnh nat moi nguroi deu roi trén nguoi
han, hin nhan nhi€u céi nhin cham chim, cur nhién khdng boi 164, than sac than nhién, long da kiéu nay, dt dé cho nhan bdi phuc .

Lam thi huynh nudi Ién dai cao giong tuyén b ludn v bit dAu, dé nhit hiép khong c6 Thim Tiéu Gic, chi 13 hai nir dé tir ty thi. Tuy rﬁng cac nang kiém



phap déu thap phan tinh diéu, nhung lai khong c6 chit hip dan nao, khong qua mot khic, lién phan thing bai, nit dé tir bach y thing loi.

Thém Ticu Gidc ra san, nguyén c6 chit manh me, dam ngudi gitr pht néyy bong nhién an tinh lai, mdi anh mit déu nhin héin, nhin cham chd vao nhit cir
nhat dong ctia han. Niém Huong c6 chit bi loai khong khi nay lam sg, cam that chat tay Tap Ngoc. Mot bén Lé Vi hAimmd thap giong noi:

“That sy R loihai. . . . .. Néu ta bi nhiéu ngudi nhin nhur vay, nhét dinh ngay ca duong ciing khong biét di nhur thé ndo! Hén cu nhién mét khong ddi
'”

séc!
Lé Canh vd vd dAu ctia hiin, n6i nho:

“Ngwoi ¢6 ging tu luyén murdi nm nita, nhét dinh c6 thé vurot qua hin.”

Nang vira dirt 1o, da thdy trén dai hai ngroi & mudn dong. Thit ¢6 thé ding nhanh nhur gié dé hinh dung, tam thoi bat luén doi this Thim Tieu Gide nhur
thé nao, nhat quyén nhat cudc cua hin giong nhu déu mang mot loai dac thti mi Iy, moi ddng tc déu tinh chuan nhanh chéng, Ngay ca trén cao tang Vo
Pang chuong mdn Chu Quéang ciing nhin khdng duge vuot hom rdu lién tuc git dau, quay dau nhin Vién Khong dai su thap giong ndi:

“Qua nhién hau sinh kha uy, ké ndy qua nurdi nim, tAt nhién 1A oai phong mjt coi!”

Vién Khong dai su ndi mit ﬁéng Phét hi¢u, git dau noi:

“Qué tht nhur thé, phai Thai Son cd mdt hao d6 dé nha! Chi phan tir nay vé sau vd im bach gia tranh gianh tuoi dep, c6 thé imra, tao ra mot thé hé
chura tirng ¢6.”

Chu Quang nhin thodng qua sic mit tram tinh ctia Boan Moc Dung Tué, cudi noi:

“Boan Moc cong tir, ngroi xem thiéu nién nay nhur thé nio?”

Poan Moc Dung Tué trim giong noi:

“Quyén cude sinh gio, luc dao vira phai, than thé mém mai, chimg that 14 c4i vo hoc ky tai. Chi can t6i luyén thém, ngdy sau tit nhién thanh chau bau.”

Chu Quang vén dinh 4 ap che nhu¢ khi thanh nién nay, ai ngd hén nira diém cting khong thay d6i. Nghi dén Doan Moc Dung Tug ciing so voi Thim tiéu
gidc khong 1on hon miy tudi, ching 1& nhan tai m6i xudt hién that sw c6 thé dudi kip va vurot qua vo Am tién bdi 1 nguoi ndy sao?

Vira nghi 61, trén 161 dai ty thi da chdm dirt, khong ngoai so liéu, Tham Tiéu Giac thing, khong can tén nhidu strc. Nam dé tir va nit dé tir ty thi chon ra
ngudi thing, nguoi théng lién cing Tham Tiéu Giac tién hanh ty thi cudi cling,

Lic namdé tir va nir dé tir ty thi, dam nguoi lai bt du xao dong, nhao nhao vi chuyén ctia nguroi trén dai. Lai néinir d¢ tir ndy tén la Triéu Tuyét Nga,
ndm vira mo6i hai muroi sau, von la bén tong kiém héo thit, kiém phap thay d6i nhanh chong, nhung hom nay kiém phap ctia nang tuy ring tish diéu, lai
gibéng thiéu mot diéu gi do.

LémHuyén Anh huynh mu6i déu nhin ra, chi nbi nang qua mirc khén truong, it tlﬁy nang ¢ trén dai bi kia bai tran bi nam d¢ ttr burc tdi goc chét, LAm
Huyén Anh nhin khong duoc thd dai:

“Tuyét Nga van I kinh nghiém khong di, e nay hin 1 ding nhét chiéu it troi kin phia tdy dé hoa giai. . . . . . ”

Nang vira durt 1o, da thay Triéu Tuyét 'Nga than hinh nhoang lén mot cai, nhung lai g10ng nhu quy my, lp tirc xuat hién phia sau nam dé tir, ciing khong
biét nang ding dong tac g, chi cam thiy tay 40 vung Ién, nam dé tir p tic ngi sap xubng, bét tinh nhan sy. TAt ca moi nguoi 14 kinh hai, khong du doan
dugc s& 6 nhur thé bién cd, Lam thi huynh mudi lai kinh ngac, nang méi vira roi ding 1 than phép. . . . . La cai gi? Tuyét d6i khong phai vo cong ciia
phai Tuyét Son!
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Chuwong 29

Lai néi Triéu Tuyét Nga ding nhét chiéu ¢6 quéi dich thi phap dem so voi ngudi danh bai, lam chortét ca moi ngudi khiép so, Bp tirc sém ¢ ngudi ndi
phai Thai Son nguyén nhan tai dong duic, mot nit dé tir binh thurong nguyén than phap lai tot nhur the.

Lam Huyén Anh tuy ring cam thiy ky quai, nhung cting khong nghii nhidu, chi n6i Tuyét Nga vung trom hoc cong phu rmn, thua dip lic nghi ng(n trén an
nang vai cu, Tuyét Nga lai thity chung ci thap ddu khong ni i nao. Lam Huyén Anh nghi dén nang dang lo Fing, vi thé lai trén an vai cau, lién mdi
nang di xuong,
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Lin r;z‘iy du nQi van I An ty th]’,‘ nhung [ tir bon tong nguoi dén quyét chién, that sur ngoai dur liéu ctia moi ngudi, xemra lan nay vi tri chuQng p‘f)n nhén,
1a nhat dinh bon tong t¢i don dau. Lap tirc moi nguroi cam hitng cang cao, ngay ca Chu Quang cling nhin khdng duge nita di thim do, y do thay 1o rang
mit it.

Lam thi huynh mudi tuyén b ty thi bit du, Thim Tiéu Giac khong doi Triéu Tuyét Nga hanh dong, gianh trude cong toi. Hén voc dang tuy ring thip bé,
dong tac lai hét strc hitu hre, dem Triéu Tuyét Nga p tirc én birc t6i goc, moi ngwdi dm 4m trim trd khen ngoi, Thim Tiéu Gidc khoe miéng ciing 16 ra
vé mim curdi —— hin thing dinh roi!

Hin bién chuéng, dang mudn diém yéu huyét trén vai Triéu Tuyét Nga, lai khong biét tir chd ndo truyén dén mot thanh am ctia tiéng huyt sao vang lén,
ngudi huyt saod thure tai ni lyre thAm hau, trung khi murdi phan, tiéng huyt séo lién mién khong dirt. Moi nguoi tim kiém khip noi ngudi huyt sdo, Lam
Huyén Anh bong nhién hét 1én mjt tiéng;

“Tiéu Giac! Chay ——!”

Thém Tiéu Gidc ngin ngo, chi cam thiy dau ngén tay mot trin dau nhrc, hén quét to mot tiéing, dot nhién dem canh tay i vé, da thiy trén ngon gitta
cammit cay dinh tam thude, dang so hon chinh I3 dau ngodn tay han tirmg tran run [en, bat dau bien thanh mau den! La doc?! Puong dudng phai Thai
Son ty thi lai c6 nguodi dung doe? !

Khong doi hén hi mdm tréch cir, Triéu Tuyét Nga than hinh bdng nhién nhoang 1én mot cdi, cting mo6i dong tac tuong nhu hai nguoi, Tham Tiéu Gidc chi
camthiy gly bi nguoi ding hre cham vao, nhét thoi | chodng vang ng xuong. Moi nguoi thay vay kinh bién, khong khoi déu ngdy ngan ca nguoi. Kinh
ngac nhin Triéu Tuyét Nga theo trén 161 dai nhay xudng, mdt phen kéo xudng mt na trén mt, 16 ra mdt khudn mit tring tuyét lanh King,

Tuyén Dung Huong? ! Tap Ngoc dai gidt minh, tht sy khong thé tuong duoc s& & lic nay gip duoc nang! Mt thiy nang hudng lai ddy, muyc tiéu tit
nhién a Niém Huong. Tap ngoc dang muon tién Ién ngan tré Niém Huong, ai ng Dung Huong bdng nhién dot ngdt tir mit dat moc Ién, nhung lai giong
nhu khinh phiéu phiéu bay Ién khong trung binh thurdng, khinh cong that sy rét cao. Nang & giita khong trung xoay lung 4o, than thit lién trao, Niém
Hurong khong dé phong bi nang bét iy phia sau lung, chay dugc vai thudc.

Tap Ngoc dubi theo, mdt mat voi la lén:

“Niém Huong! Mau bit iy tay ta!”

Niém Huong bi Dung Hurong dan theo  phia sau lung bon chay, nhét thoi gip gip, chi co quay dAu lidu mang bt Ay tay Tap Neoc. Tap ngoc dan dan
dudi theo, mit thiy c6 tay héin bi bit vé

Chot nghe bén vach nii mdt nguoi khe curdi mot tiéng, on nhu ndi:

“Niém Huong, mdt minh ngwoi di dao lung tung hon nira ndim, con khong mudn vé nha sao? Cha rat nhd nguoi.”

Niém Huong chot vira nghe thanh amnay, ca ngudi déu cung lai, han kinh ngac tréng qua, da thiy bén vach nii mt nam tir 4o den  dimg thang, trén mat
d6i mdt cai mit na, 1 mit quy dit ton. Han mo trimg hai mét, anh mét dan dan bét dau kich liét dao dong, tura hd vo cling théng khd, vira tira hd dot
nhién nhé ra céi gi do.

Thét lau sau, hin bdng nhién nhe nhang phun ra hai chit:

Ai ngd vira m6i drt 10, séic nit nhét thoi tréing béch, ha mdm phun ra mdt bing mau , thin sic hin ryc 13, anh mét lai cang ngdy cang sang, yén ling
nhin vach da cai kia mang niit na nam tir, lai bao mt tieng;

“Pai ca?”

Hén ngAng dau lai nhin mot chit Dung Huong cam ly chinh minh chay nh dién , im bam néi:

“Nhi ty7”

Dung Hurong khudn niit bang tuyét rét cuc ¢6 kich dong, nang cudi noi:

“Nguoi rét cyc nhé ra ching ta sa0? Ching ta tim nguoi da lu ! Lan nay chinh i dua dén ngwoi vé nha 1

QuayVé. ... .. V& nha?”

may:

Mot cau khinh pll{éu nghi I}ozflc, co hd demtoan b() thé gi6i cia Tap Ngoc déu danh nat, long cuia nang khu d6t nhién dau x6t, dot nhién cam giac dugce
rot cudc khong thé thé. Han nhé ra roi! Han muon roi di! Nang dot nhién dirng bude lai, phia trrde Dung Hurong ciing d6t nhién ngirng lai, béi vi Lam thi



huynh nmudi da ngiin dén trurde, DungHhuong xoay ngudi thay doi cai phwong hudng, da thiy mit sau déu bi cac phéi nhan si chén.
Nang ciing khong so, Fing king dtmg & trong vong vy, lanh Ring nhin ngudi chung quanh. Sau mdt lic Ay, mdi c6 ngudi kinh hai kéu lén:
”Ngoc phong, . . ... ! ! Bon ho 13 ngudi Iy hoa cung ! Bon ho ¢6 Thién thanh kiém quyét!”

Thién thanh kiém quyét vai vira ndi di ra, dm ngudi lai mdt trdn xao dong, moi ngudi déu Ay ra binh khi, tinh dem Dung Hurong bon ho. Dung hurong
ciing khong sg, khong nhtic nhich, chinh 1 lang lang dimg ¢ do, trong tay van nhu cli cam lay lung Niém Huong .

Tap ngoc kinh ngac nhin Niém Huong, héin vé nit nghi hodic nhung dén dan sang to géi g hd nghi nhin ngudi chung quanh, khoe miéng thrdng ngo ngac
ngy ngb cudi cling dan déan thu liém, may cting nhiu lai, trén mit 16 ra linh khi cing tram 6n. Nang chi cam thay toan bo thé giéi cach minh cang ngay
cang xa, trong 16 tai din dan thanh 4m gi ciing nghe khong 16, nang trong mit chi c6 hai trong niit ngam den. Nguoi kia timg ¢6 nhitng anh sang trong
sudt bao quang, nay toan bd bi nubttrong béng tdi, ciing tim khong dwoc mbdt chut anh sang.

Nang ca ngudi rét run, chi cam thiy ca ngudi tir trong ra ngoai dan dan bat dau phat run, nhur thé ndo ciing khdng ché khong duoc.

Lam Huyén Anh lanh lanh nhin Dung Hurong, that Jau sau, mdi trim giong ndi:

» Nguoi Ngoc phong khong khoi qua kiéu ngao! Nghi dén toan bd vo Am bi cac ngwoi dila bdn cho trong ban tay sao? Nguoi ¢d y dén pha hur udn vo
dai hoi, 13 dung tam gi? !”

Dung Huong lanh nhat néi:

“Ta khong nghil tim phién toai, cho nén ding phurong phép don gian nhét tra tron vao. Ta chi 1a vi tim dé dé, khong c6 tim phién toai , cac nguoi tot nhét
khong nén ép ta.”

Thity Vén sur thi im sao nhan nhin , Ap tirc lanh king ndi:
“Thét cudng vong khau khi! D& cho ta biét ngwroi rdt cude 1a ké loi hai nhur thé ndo dil”
Lam Huyén Trung ning tay ngin can Thily Vén su thai, hin nhin Dung Hwong mot hdi, bdng nhién n6i nho:

“Trén giang hd mo1 ngudi truyén rang bau Thién thanh kiém quyét & Ngoc phong, cac nguoi lai van dam chon di tim cai chét. Nhung thoi, néu dimg &
phai Thai Son, tit nhién khong thé tha cac nguroi binh yén roi di. Pem Thién thanh kiém quyét giao ra day dil”

Dung Hurong van than nhién, néi nho:

» Nhur cac nguoi, mudn tu luyén kiém quyét thirong v& cong, con som tam doi.”
“Lamcan gi do!”

Lam Huyén Anh r6t cuc nhin khong dugc 16n tiéng rong Ién, rat kiém budc trén:
“Ra chiéu di! Hom nay chinh I chét & chd ndy ciing khong can oan han!”
Quanh Dung Hirong bdng nhién song g6 ndi lén, nang thi thio noi:

“Ta ndi khong nén ép ta, ta da dong y khong rudc iy phién phirc. . . . .
Nang vira n6i xong, lai nghe nit sau céi kia van dimg & vach niii giir doi mit na quy nam tir curdi noi:

“Dung Hirong, 1an ndy ngoai I¢. Tly nguroi cao himg di! Trd vé ta cling cha n6il”

Trén mét nang bong nhién giéng nhur pha bang tan ra, Kp tirc 16 ra vui mimg tuoi cudi, dot nhién quay dau, nhin ngudi no:

“Nguoi 1a n6i that? Khong phai gat ta?”

Ngudino gat dau,:

“Dai ca khi ndo da lira gat ngwoi?” Dung Huong bdng nhién khoat tay, dem Niém Huong viit ra ngoail Tét ca moi ngudi i ca kinh, da thiy niém huong
khinh phi€u bay vé ph]'arveich nui, bi nam tlr mang mét na mot phen ti€p dq(_rc, khong biet can bao nbiéu k~hé0 luc, Iy hoa cung vo nghé qué nhién loi hai!
Trén tay nang khong bict khi nao xuét hién mot doan kiém tinh xdo, chi thay nang bong dang mau trang bong nhién nhe nhang vira chuyen, tra nhur ctng
dda hoa bach hop nd 16, chi nghe mdt tran leng keng tiéng dong, nang dao qua mot vong, binh khi ctia nguoi vy quanh nang bi chét dat! Moi ngudi thay
nang than thit nhur thé, ciing khong dam vong dong, nhung van nhur cii bao vay, khdng cho nang do tiu.

Tap Neoc miét thiy Niém Huong cach minh cang ngay cang xa, 16t cuc nhin khong dugce vuron tay ra, ¥ do bat iy bong dang méu xam kia! Han mot

khéic con bi chinh minh niim that chét & trong tay! That su n6i di ladi 102 Tir nay V& sau khong gip lai? Nang khong 13, tuy réqg da vo s6 Ian chuén by,
hén nhé tdi sy tinh trurde kia, nang cling ndi véi chinh minh n6i ching so han khéi phuc than tri, cling nuon trude tién lam cho han hiéu dugc sy hién hiru



ctia minh. Nhung, nang vinh vién khong ngo durge mdt viée ¢6 thé phat sinh bao nhiéu bién héa! Han cir nhur vay bi ngudi mang di, thoi gian liéc nit nhin
nang cting khong c6? !

“Niém Huong!”
Nang cho 1 minh khan giong kéu, nhung thanh 4m ctia nng ciing run run mong manh , gidng nhau mot trén gié, lp tirc s& khong c6 bong dang,

Han Dy Tran bon ho tir phia sau dudi theo, Luru Vén vira thiy nit nhan dang ghét kia ném Niém Huong ra ngoai, nhét thdi nhin khong duoc xong di lén
cé gian noi:

“Lai Ia nguoi! Nguoi xem khong quen ngudi ta ¢6 phai hay khong? ! Chia 1& ngudi ta vo chong rit vui vé sao? | Ngwoi qua thire i tén khon kiép!”

Dung Huong d6t nhién quay dau, anh lanh trimg mit nang, Luu Van bi dnh méit ddng so ctia nang nhin so t6i mitc lui hai bude, sau d6 lai quit cudng
dung vitng, hung ton cho nang tring trd ve:

“Nguoi xem céi gi xem? | Ngwoi nu la sat! Mau dua Niém Huong tra lai cho Tap Ngoc!”

Nang 11 con chua n6i hét, chi nghe chung quanh kinh ho vai thanh Am, ngure nang dot nhién chot lanh, bdng nhién 6 chit kho thd. Luu Van kho hiéu cti
dau, da thay doan kiém trong tay Dung Hurong lanh King sap nang ngue. Nang trong khoanh khac d6, thim chi da quén dau don, chi cam thay vé van
cuc ky.

Dung Hurong diém nhién noi:

“Dém ndi nhyc ta, hin phai chét!”

Nang mit tay Iy bat kiém, Han Dy Tran thuan thé chuong phong dénh tip, lai nghe ngwoi mang niit na trén vach niti noi d6 kéu lén:

“Dung Hirong, khong 6 thdi gian choi, mau tré vé!”

Noi xong théy mdt soi thirng con tir trén trdi gidng xubng, ning ndng tay bét Ky day thimg i, ca nguoi gidng nhur dai diéu mau tréing, cue ky nhanh xet
qua dau moi nguol.

Lam Huyén Anh m sao co thé 1am cho nang tron, mdt phen doat ly boi kiém ctia dé tir bén nguoi, hai chén bay Ién, mii kiém thing lung Dung Huong
dam! Lai nghe”Pinh” mot tiéng gion vang, nang chi cam thiy ¢6 tay chdn dong, nhét thdi khong con cam kiém, trong tay kiém lp tire roi xudng, ning
khong dudi kip bong dang Dung Huong, Chi nghe giong néi Dung Hirong lanh king truyén t6i,:

“Thien thanh kiém quyét hai muoi néim truée da bi thap bude giét mot ngroi Ho Duong cudp dil Cée ngroi mudn tim kiém quyét, di hoi do dé han di!
Ngoc phong tlr nay vé sau cting Thién thanh kiém quyét khdng cé bat ky can hé!”

Noi xong, Dung Hurong cing nam t(r mang nit na kia tung hoanh, thé trén vach nii nhay xubng! Nguyén bon ho & trén vach nii dinh tha déy thimg, y
vao khinh cong cao, khong s¢ ngd, theo trén vach i tudt xudng! Moi ngudi vira nghe 101 ndy, nhat thoi gidng nhur nd tung, déu kéu len Tap Ngoc cai gi

ciing khong nghe thiy, nang trong mét chi ¢6 Liru Van ngyre khong ngimg phun ra méu tuoi, ching gidng nhu khong cé chimg muc , van huéng ra phia
ngodi phuntoi. . . . . .

Nang bong nhién phét ra mot tiéng kéu, chay voi di qua, thin thu mubn 6m Ay sac it trang béch da hon me cuia Luu Van, mubn bé nang én, nhung
Luru Van da bi Boan Mgc Dung Tué nhanh tay doat mét, ning tay & ngc nang cap diémmiy chd yéu huyét cam mau, sau dé hén voi vang x¢é goc 4o,
demmiéng vét thirong ctia ning timg vong bang bo lai, xir Iy xong, hin nhe nhang dem ning 6mngang , can than khong dung vio miéng vét throng,
xoay nguoi roi di dinh mii.

Lai nghe bén canh truyén téi mdt voi vang tiéng khoc:

“Boan Moc cong tir! Xin chd mot chit! C6 thé khong . . . . . Pem nit nhi cho ching ta?”’

Poan Moc dung tué lanh king quay dau, da th?iyATl’r phu nhén ciing trang chii ngii Thanh son trang dtmg bén ngudi, bon ho twa hd 1 cai trang di t6i,
nhin qua tira nhur binh thuong ndng dan vo chong, khong con mdt chit phong thai,

Ngii Thanh son Trang trang chii TAn vi nghiia voi vang tién 1én, noi:
“Khong quan h¢, con ctru! Mau dua n6 cho ta! Ta s€ chita tri cho no!”
Poan Mgc trén mit tuy r%mg binh tinh, ky that tim da dai loan, nghe dugc bon ho ndi c6 thé ctru chita, 1ap tirc s€ dem Luu Van giao di. Aingo tay 4o

cta hén b@ng nhién bi nang nhe nhang 16i kéo, Boan Moc gidng nhur bi cham dién kinh ngac nhin xubng, da thiy Luu Véan khé khin mo to mit, trong anh
nit tran day khan cau, yén ling nhin minh, 1am bam noi:

Nang khong tl}é thé dde, cau néi ké tiép rdt cude noi khong nén 1. Boan Moc chi cam thiy c6 mot cdi cura & ngang ngure, mot chit mot chit cdt vao
mau thit ctia hin, dau nhire vo cting, lai khong ngirng dung lai. Han gio tay lai diém nang may cho yéu huyét, méi ngang dau lanh nhat néi:



“Khong, ta Poan Moc Dung Tué cho dii liéu mang, ciing s& bao vé nang chu toan! Thinh dem nang giao cho ta!”
A Tir khoe khong thanh tiéng, chi so n6i lau cham tré trj lidu, chi ding sirc git du, Tan ViNghia con mubn n6i gi nira, lai bi ning ngin can.

“Lio gia! Prra nho lién giao cho Poan Moc cong tir di! Ta. . . . . . Ta cing v6i n, cudi cling 1 v6 duyén thoi! Chi cin né hanh phic. . . . . . Ta......
Taclingantam . .. .. ”

Tén vi nghiia Fhéy nang noi nhur thé, cting danh phai tir bo, lp tirc Boan Moc mang theo Luru Van bay nhanh xubng nui, rt nhanh s& khong c6 bong
dang. Mot hoi ludn vo dai hdi, the nhung phat trién trd thanh nhu vay, that 1a khién nguoi cam thay khong thé tuwong tuong,
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Chuwong 30

[“Tu Ma c6 nuong!”

Gibng nhur c6 ngudi dang goi tén ctia nang, nhung nghe qua nhu vay mo hd, giong nhur cach that xa. Tap Ngoc cai gi cting nhin khong thiy, trude mét chi
mot mau do, d6 1a mau cta Luu Van phun ra, nhi€ém do bun dat trudc mét ; tay nang ai cling khong thé bat lay, lam cho bong dang 4o xam kia ling I€ roi
di

Nang, ¢6 phai hay khong déu miét di tit ca? Ngay trong nhdy nit, nang ¢b ging viron tay, ciing khong giir duwroc hanh phiic ctia nang

. “Tu Ma c6 nuong!”

C6 ngudi vd nhé nhe nang, Tap Ngoc khé hiéu nging dau lén, da thiy Han Dy Tran voi vang nhin minh, trén ngudi hiin vai giot méu bén tung toe, i ctia
Luu Van. Tap Ngoc trong nhdy mit, chi cam thiy ngure dot nhién dau x6t, co ho muodn khom lung ngl xuong. Nang van con qué yéu, ai ciing bao vé
khong duge, ngay ca khat vong hanh phiic nho nhd ciing dé dang mét di. Nang van tu cho minh 1a dtng, d¢ lam gi?! D¢ lam gi?!

“Tu Ma ¢ nuong! Nguoi khong sao chir? Noi khong ra 11 sao? Khong ¢ viée gi rdi! Luru Vén c6 mrong duoc ctru rdi! Niém Huong huynh ciing nhét
dinh c6 thé tim trd vé! Ngwoi dirng qua thurrong tam!”

L& Canh voi ving an tii nang, thiy nang séc mit tai nhot, mét khong chit thay déi, khong khoi chén tay ludng cubng,

Han Dy Tran dang muén tran an, chot thiy chung quanh vy lai rét nhidu ngudi, déu ki cén than chuyén cht nhin Tap Ngoc, gidng nhu phai thdu Xuong
théu da nang, L4 vi Tuyén Dung Hurong lic gin di da néi cAu kia sao? Thién thanh kiém quyet khong 6 ly hoa cung, ma hai muroi nm trurée bi H
Duong doat di rdi! V6 ludn ning néi i kia 1 that 12 gia, chi so Tap Ngoc ciing dimg tuéng d& dang tir Thai Son thoat thin.

Lam Huyén Trung do du sau mjt Iuc lau, 1t cuc van phai mo miéng noi:

“Tu M. ..... C6 nwrong, Tuyén nhj tiéu thu n6i 101 6 thit khong? Thién thanh kiém quyét. . . . . . 14 6 énh su?”

Tit ca moi ngum trAm mic cho doi Tap Ngoc tra 161, nhung qua that lau, nang khong no6i gi. Han Dy Trn théy nang tam thn dai loan, n6i khong ra 104,
tirng budce tien Ién dem nang che di phia sau, cat cao giong néi:

“Péy I mubn kim céi gi? Ching I thién ha anh hing thét tinh vi Thién thanh kiém quyét ma cting di cudng birc mdt 6 bé sao? Tuyén nhj tiéu thu trong
' 2

101 n6i 14 that i gia ai ciing khong biét, khong thé nghe ngudi ta ndi!
LémHuy?:n Trung Yén kho xtr cye ky, bi Iﬁn vira ndi nhur vay, ciing 14 tht sao n6i lai, nhung bao hén ctr nhu vay tha Tap Neoc di, ciing 1 trim triéu cai
khong the, khdng can n6i chinh minh luyén tiec, chinh I cac nhan sinoi Thai Son dinh nay, chi sg ciing khong chiu. Pang do du thi lai nghe Thily Vén sur
thai lanh ing néi:

“Vo Iuan 14 tht hay gia, nha dau nay ciing khong thé chay! Ho Dwong 1 giang hd dai 4c nhan, néu lai 6 thém Thién thanh kiém quyét, chéing phai 1
cang thanh tai hoa?! Hom nay néu khong phai dem sy tinh n6i 1o rang, ai ciing dirng nghi xuong nti!”

Nang 11 vira n6i ra, moi ngudi déu phu hoa, ciing c6 nguoi kéu lén:
“Dem nha dAu kia bét lai! Trim ngin khong thé dé ning dao tau! Bé doi nang ba bon ngay, ciing khdng tin nang khong n6il”
Han Dy Trdn sic mit trdm xudng, dang mudn trach cir cc db sur vo si, lai nghe trong ddm ngudi vang 1én mot cai thanh dm nhu hoa:

“Loi Ay sai rdi, tt ca moi nguoi | giang hd hao kiét, Bm gi kho xir modt tiéu c6 mrong? DAy ching phai 1 virt bo thé dién, dé nhan gia v& sau ché cudi
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sa0? HO Duong 1a HO Duong, Tu Ma c6 nurong bat qué chi la d¢ tir cia hén, huéng chi ta ic trude timg cing nang c6 duyén gap mit mot lin, vo cong
cua nang cung Thién thanh kiém quyet khong c6 mt cho trong tur, n6i vay cling bict 14 khong phai chit nao. Chur vi hao kiét thinh binh inh, khong the
boi vi tham luyén v6 hoc canh gidi, ma danh mat than phan cta minh.”

Han Dy Tran tp trung nhin vao, ké lentleng]aThuongHalphalDo Van Sanh, nang & trén giang hd rit c6 danh vong, lap tirc khong it nguoi khong lén
tiéng, ngoan ngodn cAm miéng. Han Dy Tran nhin ning mim cudi ndi, cam ta nang trurong nghiia ndi théing, ndi tiép:

“PJ nit higp 16i n6i that phai, cac vi déu 14 giang ho tién bdi, can gi phai kho xir mot van bbil Hudng chi Tu Ma cd mirong bi y kinh bién, tam than dai
Joan, cac vi nhin tim d4 xudng giéng sao?”’

Hin bay ra nhén tinh t6 Khic, qua nhién lai c6 rat nhiéu nguoi trAm méic lai. Han Dy Tran mim cudi, dem Tap Ngoc dd Ién, dang mubn mang nang 10i di,
lai nghe Thity Van sur thai néi:

“Di chit! Tuong ctr nhur viy di?! Ta miic k¢ cai gi tim thin dai loan! N6i mau, HO Duong ¢ noi ndo?! Thién thanh kiém quyét ¢ noi ndo? ! Cing giang
hd bién chat noi cai gi dao nghia, qua thuc 1a ché cudi! Ta hom nay chinh Ia bat nhan bat nghia ri, nguoi dam chong ta?!”

Han Dy Tran gian di¥, trd lai chi vao Thity Van sur thai, dang mu6n ndi chuyén, lai nghe Tap Ngoc nhe nhang noi:

“Ta khong biét, Thién thanh kiém quyét caigi. . . . .. Nghe ciing khong con nghe qua. Su phu ta i ngudi nhur thé ndo, con chura t6i phién ngwoi toi danh
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gial
Nang lanh ling nhin Thity Vén sur thai, tuy ring thuong tim mudn chét, lai nhu cii duy tri ngao khi, n6i nho:

“Nguoi ¢6 phai mudn dem ta giam vao dia lao, nghiém hinh tra tan? Nguwoi. . . . . . lam nhur vy, cling minh khinh bi giang ho bién chit ¢6 céi gi khac
nhau?

Nang 1i con chura ndi hét, chi thy trude niit han quang chot 16e, Thuy Van sur thai tao sic 4o choang phién mém mai, nang thim chi chikip thy nang

ot lanh — nang dQng thi? ! Tap Ngoc mot phat bat duge chudi kiem dam vao vai, ding hét tat ca khi rc dem
nd 1t ra, sau d6 tay phai vung 1én! Pinh mjt tiéng, thanh kiém trén tay Thity Van sur thai bi chat dut!

”[hﬁy Van su thai vira SO vira gian nhin Tap Ngoc, nang dang dung luc che vét thuong trén vai, sic mat tai nhot déncohd trong suét, lai nhur cudm chit
lay vai minh. Han Dy Tran lanh Ring néi:

“Ta co ban khéng muén giy chuyén, nhung nguoi thit sy qua dang! Dén! Bé cho ta linh gido mdt chit Nga Mi kim dinh than cong!”

Hén bién chi tréo, tha nguc‘n' tién le‘;n, Thiy Van su thai tay 40 phét,mf)t cai, lai dem hon phan nira gioan tay 4o déu dap vo wun! Tiép theo thuan thé, ludn
vao trong tay 4o nang lay doan kiém, Thity Van su thai chi cam thay ngon tay chan dong, doan kiém khdng tu chu duge roi khoi tay.

Phin nia cénh tay bi k) ra ngodi, Dai Tong nit tir an da tuyét dbi khong thé 1 ra ngoai, Han Dy Tran chiéu thirc 4y, da mudn bo qua cyc han nhyc nha.
Thiy Van sur thai giat minh gidn dud6i, rit ui, phia sau Nga Mi dé tir s6m c6 ngudi dura t6i nhét kién 4o choang thay nang che khuat 10 ra canh tay. Han
Du Tran cuoi noi:

“Nguyén lai nguoi cling [a c6 da nguoi, ta con cho nguoi la ké 1ong ramda tha!”

Thity Vén sur thai sic mit tir hong ddi xanh, ic sau Iuc bién hong, rdt cuc cin ring han noi :

“Pong th. . . ... ? ! Cac nguoi con cho cai gi? | Khong khoan nhuong!”

Phia sau Nga Mi murdi tim dai dé tir déu thit kiém ra, da thiy my nhan nhu hoa, kiém khi nhur cau vong, qua nhién 1 lod mit cue ky. Han Dy Trin mim
cuoi, khong them dé y chit ndo. Nga Minit d€ tir quat mot tieng, da thay muroi tam thanh bao kiém tach ra, tyra nhu cing dda nd 19, muoi tim nguoi
lam thanh mot vong, dem Han Dy Tran birc t6i giira, trong lic nhat thoi chi thay kiem quang bay tir tung, giong nhur cudn séng,

Han Dy Tran cim trong tay chudi doan kiém cua Thiy Van su thai, thé nhung khong chit ndo phén van, bong dang miu den clng kiém quang nhu uy
long, huy séi tu nhién, kiem quang v ludn thay doi nhu the nao, nhung ciing dé thuong khong dén han nira phan. Thiy Van su thai lanh Ring néi:

“Con cho cai gi? ! Bién tran!”

Vira dirt 104, d théty nhirng ¢ gi kia tOp ndm tp ba mdt i, tran hinh hot bién, gidng nhu mot déa hoa mai ngii gidc. Giita nhirng mili kiém, Han Dy
Tréan ngira dau cho qua, ai ngd phia sau moi nguoi nhy mt duoi kip, muroi tam dao kiém quang, gidng nhur muroi tam diéu ngan long, theo bon phurong
tam huéng gao thét ma 1én. Han Dy Trén tranh cting khong the tranh, nat thay s bi dam tring! Le Canh ca kinh thanh &m déu khong phat ra duoc 161,
lai nghe Han Dy Tran cudi 1én mit tiéng, than the nhat tung Ién, giong nhu tién hac giwong canh bay cao.

Mudi tim dao kiém quang di vé phia trude, mét thiy s& dudi theo, Han Dy Tran cuoi ndi:

“Thién thu nguoi khong chon yén phén, day cac nguoi nhin xem loi hai 1a cai gil”

Hén ubn hung, trong tay van nim chudi doan kiém Thiy Van su thi, dao qua mot vong, chi nghe”Pinh dinh dang dang” mdt trdn loan hudng, Nga Mi
nmuroi tam dai d¢ tir kieém trén tay déu roi hét! Moi ngudi thay han than thi tot nhu vay, khong khéi déu giat minh.



Hién cii d4u nhin thoang qua doan kiém trong tay, da thiy mt trén vét kiém loang 16, chi so khong thé dimg, hin dem kiémném di , dang mudn n6i
chuyén, lai nghe khong biét 14 ai ho:

“Pong thi! Poan ngudi én. ..! Con cho cai gi? | Dem tiéu nha diu kia bét ly, Ay Thién thanh kiém quyét!”
Céc giang hd nhén si co ban s& khong twéng budng tha co hdi nay, von chinh i ngai trrde miit B Van Sanh mdi 4n nhin khong phét, e nay thiy phéi

Nga Mi p trurong kién quyét, lai bi nguoi nhur vay nhét kinh so dong, im sao con nh?m, 1ap tirc moi ngudi déu kn, ngay ca Han Dy Tran du cho ban
su, cting ngan khong duoc ngudi dong, bi bire phai hui that xa, trén ngudi bi khong biét bi bao nhiéu 1anh dao kiém quet 1am bi thuong,

L& Cénh L& Vi thiy moi nguoi déu lén, Bp tirc déu Ky ra binh khi diu thanh mot doan. Vo ludn DO Van Sanh khuyén thé ndo, cling khuyén khong thé,
Lam Huyén Trung von dinh ngan can, nhung vira bude ra vai budc, lai do dy, sau mot lic 1au lai i vé , quay dau di, lam bd nhu khong phat hién. [“Tu
Ma c6 nuong!”

Gibng nhur c6 ngudi dang goi tén ctia nang, nhung nghe qua nhu viy mo hd, gidng nhur cach that xa. Tap Ngoc cai gi cling nhin khong thiy, trude mét chi
mot mau do, d6 1a mau cua Luou Van phun ra, nhiem dé bun dat trude miét ; tay nang ai cing khong thé bat lay, lam cho béng dang 4o xamkia ing I roi
di

Nang, ¢6 phai hay khong déu mét di tit ca? Ngay trong nhiy mit, nang ¢b ging viron tay, ciing khong gt duoc hanh phiic ctia nang

. “Tu Ma c6 nuong!”

C6 nguoi vO nhé nhe nang, Tap Ngoc khé hiéu nging dau Ién, da thdy Han Dy Tran voi vang nhin minh, trén nguoi hin vai giot mu bén tung toe, 1 clia
Luu Van. Tap Ngoc trong nhiy miét, chi cam thiy ngue dot nhién dau x6t, co hd muon khom hung ngil xuéng, Nang van con qué yéu, ai cling bao vé
khong duoc, ngay ca khat vong hanh phiic nho nhd ciing dé dang mat di. Nang van ty cho minh 1 ding, d€ lam gi?! Bé lam gi?!

“Tu Ma ¢ nuong! Nguoi khong sao chir? Noi khong ra 1i sao? Khong c6 viée gi rdi! Luru Véan c6 mrong doc ctru rdi! Niém Huong huynh ciing nhét
dinh c6 thé tim tré vé! Ngwoi ding qua thurrong tam!”

L& Canh voi ving an tii nang, thiy nang séc mit tai nhot, mét khong chit thay déi, khong khoi chén tay ludng cubng,

Han Dy Tran dang rruép trén an, chot thiy chung quanh vy lai rét nhidu ngudi, déu la cin than chuyén cha nhin Tap Ngoc, gidng nhu phai théu xuong
thau da nang, La vi Tuyén Dung Huong lic gan di da ndi cau kia sao? Thién thanh kiém quyet khong ¢ ly hoa cung, ma hai muroi ném truée bi HO
Duong doat dir6i! VO lun nang néi 1oi kia 1a thét 1 gia, chi sg Tap Ngoc cling dirng tudng dé dang tir Thai Son thoat thén.

Lam Huyén Trung do du sau mjt Iuc lau, 1ot cuc van phai mo miéng noi:

“Tu M. ..... C6 nwong, Tuyén nhj tiéu thu n6i 10i c6 thit khong? Thién thanh kiém quyét. . . . . . 14 & énh su?”

Tét c4 moi ngudi tram nic cho doi Tap Ngoc tra 104, nhung qua that lAu, nang khong ndi gl. Han Dy Tran thiy nang tim than dai loan, ndi khong ra 1oi,
tirng bude tien Ién dem nang che di phia sau, cat cao giong noi:

“Déy I mudn kam céi gi? Ching & thién ha anh hing thét tinh vi Thién thanh kiém quyét ma cling di curdng birc mdt ¢b bé sao? Tuyén nhi tiéu thu trong
101 n6i 1a that 1a gia ai cling khong biet, khong thé nghe nguoi ta néi!”

LémHuy;én Trung Yén kho xtr cyc ky, bi Iﬁn vira ndi nhur vay, ciing 14 tht sao n6i lai, nhung bao hén ctr nhu vay tha Tap Neoc di, ciing 1 trim triéu cai
khong the, khdng can n6i chinh minh luyén tiec, chinh 14 cac nhan sinoi Thai Son dinh nay, chi sg ciing khong chiu. Pang do du thi lai nghe Thity Van sur
thai lanh ng néi:

“V6 luan I that hay gia, nha dau 1 nay cting khong thé chay! H6 Duong 14 giang hd dai 4c nhin, néu lai ¢6 thém Thién thanh kiém quyét, chang phai la
cang thanh tai hoa?! Hom nay néu khong phai dem su tinh n6i 1 rang, ai ciing dimg nghil xudng nii!”

Nang 1i vira n6i ra, moi ngudi déu phu hoa, ciing c6 nguoi kéu lén:
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“Dem nha dAu kia bét lai! Trim ngin khong thé dé nang dao tau! B doi nang ba bdn ngly, ciing khong tin nang khong noi!
Han Dy Trin sdc mit trdm xudng, dang mudn trach cir céc db sur vo si, lai nghe trong ddm ngudi vang 1én mot cai thanh dm nhu hoa:

“L.0i &y sai r0i, tAt ca moi ngudi | giang ho hao kiét, im gi khé xtr mdt tiéu c6 nuong? Dy chang phéi k virt bo thé dién, dé nhén gia vé sau ché cudi
sao? H6 Duong la H6 Duong, Tu Ma ¢6 nuong bat qua chi la d¢ tir ctia hin, hudng chi ta e trude timg cing nang ¢6 duyén gap mét mot lan, vd cong
ctia nang cung Thién thanh kiém quyet khong c6 mot cho tuwong tur, n6i vy ciing bict 1 khong phai chit nao. Chur vi hao kiét thinh binh tinh, khong thé
bdi vi tham luyén vo hoc canh gidi, ma danh mat than phan cia minh.”

Han Dy Tran tap trung nhin vao, ké Ién ﬁé{lg 13 Thuong Hai phai DB Van Sanh, ning ¢ trén giang hd rﬁt ¢6 danh vong, lap tirc khong it nguoi khong lén
tiéng, ngoan ngoan cam miéng, Han Dy Tran nhin nang mim cudi ndi, cdm ta nang truong nghia ndi thang, nodi tiep:

“PJ nit hiép 16i n6i that phai, cac vi déu 14 giang hd tién bdi, can gi phai khé xir mot van bbi! Hudng chi Tu Ma c6 mrong bi y kinh bién, tim thin dai
loan, céc vi nhan tim da xubng giéng sa0?”



Hén bay ra nhan tinh t6 khiic, qua nhién lai c6 rét nhiéu ngwoi trdm niic lai. Han Dy Tran mim cudi, dem Tap Ngoc d& 1én, dang mudn mang nang rdi di,
lai nghe Thily Vén su thai noi:

“Doi chit! Tuong ctr nhur vily di?! Ta nic ké c4i gi tim thin dai loan! Noi mau, HO Duong ¢ noi ndo?! Thién thanh kiém quyét ¢ noi ndo? ! Cling giang
hd bién chat no6i céi gi dao nghia, qua thuc 1a ché cudi! Ta hom nay chinh I3 bat nhan bat nghia ri, nguoi dam chong ta?!”

Han Dy Tran gian dit, tré lai chi vio Thily Vén sur théi, dang mu6n n6i chuyén, lai nghe Tap Ngoc nhe nhang noi:

“Ta khong biét, Thién thanh kiém quyét caigi. . . . . . Neghe ciiing khong con nghe qua. Sur phu ta i ngudi nhur thé ndo, con chura t6i phién nguoi téi danh
giaf!”

Nang lanh ling nhin Thity Van sur thai, tuy ring thuong tim muén chét, lai nhur cii duy tri ngao khi, noi nho:

“Nguwoi ¢6 phai mudn dem ta giam vao dia lao, nghiém hinh tra tin? Nguoi. . . . . . Jam nhur vy, ctng minh khinh bi giang hd bién cht c6 cai gi khac
nhau?

Nang 1i con chura ndi hét, chi thdy trude niit hin quang chot 16e, Thuy Van sur théi tao sdc 40 choang phién mém mai, nang tham chi chi kip thiy nang

nod 1t ra, sau do tay phai vung lén! Pinh rrf)t tiéng, thanh kiém trén tay Thity Van sur thai bi chat dat!

Thiy Van sur thi vira s vira gidn nhin Tap Ngoc, nang dang ding luc che vét thuong trén vai, sic mit ti nhot dén co hd trong sudt, lai nhu cudm chit
lay vai minh. Han Dy Tran lanh king néi:

“Ta co ban khong mudn gy chuyén, nhung nguoi that s qua dang! Dén! Dé cho ta lanh gido mot chut Nga Mi kim dinh thin cong!”

Hin bién chi tréo, thi nguoi tién n, Thity Van sur théi tay 4o phat mdt céi, lai dem hon phan nira doan tay 4o déu dép v&r vun! Tiép theo thuan thé, luon
vao trong tay 4o nang lay doan kiem, Thily Van su thai chi cam thay ngon tay chan dong, doan kiem khong tu chii duoc roi khoi tay.

Phén nira cénh tay bi ) ra ngoai, Pai Tong nit tir in da tuyét ddi khong thé 19 ra ngoi, Han Dy Trén chiéu thirc &y, d& mudn bo qua cyc han nhyc nhé.
Thiy Vén su thai giat minh gian dudi, rit Iui, phia sau Nga Mi ¢ ttr s6m c6 nguoi dua toi nhat kién do choang thay nang che khuét 10 ra canh tay. Han
Du Tran cuoi noi:

“Nguyén lai nguoi cling 13 ¢6 da ngudi, ta con cho nguoi 1a ké 16ng ram da tha!”

Thiy Van su thai sc mat tix héng di xanh, Itc sau luc bién héng, 1t cuc cin rang han noi :

“Pong thil. . . . .. ? ! Cac nguoicon cho céi gi? | Khong khoan nhugng!”

Phia sau Nga Mi muoi tam dai d¢ tir déu thii kiém ra, da thiy my nhan nhu hoa, kiém khi nhu cau vong, qua nhién | lod mt cye ky. Han Dy Tran mim
cudi, khong thémdé y chit nao. Nga Mi nit d€ tir quat mot ticng, da thay mur6i tam thanh bao kiem tach ra, tya nhu cing déa n6 rd, muroi tim nguoi
lam thanh mot vong, dem Han Dy Tran burc t6i gitra, trong lic nhat thoi chi thay ki€m quang bay tir tung, giong nhu cudn séng,

Han Dy Tran cdm trong tay chudi doan kiém ctia Thity Van sur thai, thé nhung khong chit nao phén van, bong dang miu den cung kiém quang nhu uy
long, huy séi tir nhién, kiém quang v6 luan thay d6i nhur thé ndo, nhung ciing da thuwong khong dén hin nira phan. Thity Van sur théi lanh Ring ndi:

“Con cho cai gi? ! Bién tran!”

Vira durt 1i, da thiy nhimg ¢ gii kia top nam t5p ba mot d0i, trén hinh hét bién, glong nhr mjt déa hoa mai ngii gide. Gitta nhing mii klem, Han Dy
Tran ngira dau cho qua, ai ngd phia sau moi ngwoi nhay it dudi kip, mudi timdao kiém quang, giéng nhu muoi tim diéu ngin long, theo bdn phuong
tam huong gao thét ma lén. Han Dy Tran tranh cting khong thé tranh, mit thdy s& bi dAm tring! L& Canh ca kinh thanh 4m déu khong phét ra duoc rdi,
lai nghe Han Dy Tran cudi I6n mot tiéng, than thé nhét tung Ién, gidng nhur tién hac girong canh bay cao.

Murdi tam dao kiém quang di vé phia trude, it thy s& dudi theo, Han Du Trén cudi noi:

“Thién thir nguroi khong chon yén phén, day cac nguroi nhin xem lgi hai la cai gi!”

Hiin udn lung, trong tay vin néim chudi doan kiém Thiy Van su théi, dao qua mdt vong, chi nghe”Pinh dinh dang dang” mot trén loan huong, Nga Mi
muroi tam dai @€ tir kiem trén tay déu roi hét! Moi nguroi thay han than thil tot nhu vay, khong khoi déu giat minh.

Hin cti dau nhin thoang qua doan kiém trong tay, da thiy mt trén vét kiém loang 1, chi so khong thé ding, hén dem kiémném di , dang mudn noi
chuyén, lai nghe khong biét I ai ho:

“Pong thit! Poan ngudi kén. ..! Con chd cai gi? | Pem tiéu nha dau kia bt iy, Ay Thién thanh kiém quyét!”

Céc giang hd nhan si co ban s& khong trdng budng tha co hoi ndy, von chinh 14 ngai truée mit DS Van Sanh mdi 4n nhan khong phat, ic nay thy phéi
Nga Mi lap truong ki€n quyet, lai bi ngrdi nhur vy nhat kinh so' dong, lam sao con nhan, 1p tire moi ngudi déu én, ngay ca Han Dy Tran du cho ban
su, cling ngin khong duoc ngurdi dong, bi bire phai lui thit xa, trén nguoi bi khdng biét bi bao nhiéu linh dao kiém quet lam bi thurong,



L& Canh L& Vi thiy moi ngudi déu ién, p tirc déu iy ra binh khi du thanh mdt doan. V6 luin D6 Van Sanh khuyén thé nio, cling khuyén khong thé,
Lam Huyén Trung von dinh ngn can, nhung vira burdc ra vai budc, lai do dy, sau mot lic [au lai i vé , quay dau di, lam bd nhur khong phat hién.
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Chuwong 31

Trinh Tan Thanh Thity huy kiém  lén, mot thanh trurdng kiém nhu vy, khi trén tay héin vn dung tw nhién, linh hoat v0 ctng. Chi thiy mdt dao ngin
quang dap vao mit, H6 Duong kéu Ién:

“Hao! Dong tac clia nguoi so voi trude kia nhanh hon rét nhiéu!”

Hin ciing khong nhurong cho, timg budc tién Ién, chi nghePinh” mot tiéng, hai thanh kiém cham vao nhau, mot dai mot ngéin, cur nhién khong thé lay d6
so do.

Trinh Tan Thanh Thay nlﬁt tung, trude tién lui timg bude, H6 Durong cling khong cho hén quay lai, udn lung, tay 4o hét girong, ca nguoi ]iép gidng nhu
mdt con chim 1én, doan kiém giau & dudi canh chim, ha xudng, cét dirt mdt doan tay 4o ctia Trinh Tan Thanh Thiy. HO6 Duong nhat chiéu dac thy, lién

cuoi noL:

» Ngwoi bay gid, van I giong hai muroi nam trude, nira diém sat khi ciing khong! Kiém chi ding dé giét nguoi, nguoi cho I chi can vung lén nhay nhot
sao? !”

Trinh Tan Thanh Thiy sic mt khong thay doi, chi cti dAu nhin thoéng tay 4o, that Au sau, moi ndi:
“Nguoi van la ding déing sat khi, ngudi luyén vo, chi y cudng thén kién thé, khong ding dé git ngwoi .”
“Lira minh ddi nguoil”

Ho Duong quét lanh mot tiéng, dudi chan bdng nhién nhanh hon, chay lai truée mit Trinh Tan Thanh Thiy, bdng nhién dem thén thé nhét tung, phan thi
déanh xudng, Ian nay lai bi han chan. H6 Duong ciing khong nhirong, dem kiém wira chuyén dé nén xuong, mot mit lanh King noi:

“Ngwoi néu fa cuong thén kign thé, am gi ding thiét kiém! Newoi néu  cuong than kién thé, im gi dé y Thién thanh kiém quyét! Lao Tir cude doi nay
khdng quen nhin loai ngurdi nhur ngwroi! Mot bung y nghil xau, trén mit con té bo hrong thién!”

Héin ndi xong, dot nhién nhéc chén, ngye trai Trinh Tan Thanh thiy bi hin d4, it i méy budc, khée miéng chim rdi chay méu .
“Sur huynh!”

Pd Van sanh yét cue 1~1hm khong duogc kéu Ién, nhic chn vira mudn tién 1én, Trinh Tan Thanh Thiy lai cham rdi nng tay, ngan tré nang, Hén lau méu
bén miéng, than sac van nhu cili nhu thudng, chinh 13 than nhién néi:

“Ngwoi sai roi, ta t6i Thai Son khong phéi i vi Thién thanh kiém quyét. Ta I t6i xem mdt ngudi, ta biét nang nim nay nhét dinh s& , ta chi 1 kim long
khong ndi.”

Ho Duong cuoi lanh mot tiéng, 1An nay ngay ca doan kiém ciing khong cAn, tién 1én mot quyén, th.'fmg d4nh t&i mit hiin, lanh nhat n6i:
“V nghia! Lo Tir khong can biét nguroi kim long khong ndil”
Trinh Tan Thanh Thiy van than nhién nhin hén, 4nh mét lai giéng nhau xuyén thiu hin, nhin khong biét 13 nhin g, Aim bam noi:

“Khi d6, ta rt yéu dubi, khong mudn gip ngudi nita, cho nén ta chay trdn. Hudng chi ta lai thua ngwoi, tir d6 vé sau, ta cang khong thé xuét hién trrdc
n’ﬁt B\ t2)

Hén go tay ndm tay H6 Duong, nhung khong ngd HO Dwong lai i mot cude, da hén thiéu chut nita ngi sip xudng, Trinh Tan Thanh Thiy lo dao hai
cdi, van ding vitng vang,

H) Duong quét:
“Lio Tur khong thich nghe ngwoi n6i nhitng loi vo nghia budn nén! V@& nha cing 1o ba ngwoi n6i di! Cam miéng cho ta!”

Hén mdt quyén danh t6i khée miéng Trinh Tan Thanh Thiy, Trinh Tan Thanh Thiy than thé chén dong, ho hai tiéng, phun ra mdt bing miu, bén trong
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con ¢6 hai rang nanh bi gy.
Hin néi nho:

“Ta ciing vdy biét bén léinh cia ta, ¢ doi cling khong thiing duoc ngwoi. Nguoi I chim diéu noi bau troi, vinh vién ty do tu tai, kiét ngao bat tuan. Ta
cung nang bat qua 1a yén tr dudi méi hién thoi, nhung nang lai yéu tyr do ctia nguoi, ta day chi la Yén tir, vinh vién cling thanh khong dugc chimdicu. . . «

” Cho ma!”

Hb Duong mdt churéng quét, ai ngd Trinh Tan Thanh Thity bong nhién lanh ling n6i:

“Ta khong phai 1 vi mudn thing nguoi! Ta chi khong mudn thua cai yéu dudi ctia chinh minh! Hb Dwong! Ngwoi i thién dao van qua hdn truéng!”
Trong tay hin kiém bdng nhién vung 1én, hoa thanh van dao cau vong quang, gio thét ma dén.

Hb Duong tranh khong kip, chi cam thay trén mit bong nhién dau x6t, nhung la b kiém khi lau xut huyét. Trinh Tan Thanh Thiy klem trye chi cd hong
ctia hén, hai ngu6i dimg mot chd, giong nhur hai pho tuong. Khong biét qua bao lau, H6 Duong bdng nhién né nu cudi, trrong cudng nhur trude, gidng
nhur trén ¢6 minh khong phéi truong kiém, ma I mot cdy chiéc diia.

“C6 ban finh ngwoi lién dm vao ! Lo Tir ndi khong chimg con 6 thé cam thiy ngwoi 3 nam nhan!”

Hién lanh Ring néi xong, Trinh Tan Thanh Thiy giat minh, khong nhiic nhich. D& Van Sanh rdt cude khong cach nao nhin dugc nhin, tién Ién bét Ay canh
tay Trinh Tan Thang Thay, voi la En:

“Sur huynh! Xin nguoi d4 thurong hén!”
Trinh Tan Thanh Thiy quay du nhin ning, bdng nhién néi nho:
“Nguoi. . . . ... Nguoi n6i céi gi?”

D3 Van Sanh nhe noi, khong khoi nude niit chay xudng, cu khan noi:

“Cau ngwoi dimg da thwong Ho dai ca! Su huynh! Ngwoi bay gios | danh mon tong su, d¢ tir vO s6. Han. . . . .. Hién c4i gi ciing khong ¢6. . . . . . Van
nguoi khong da thuong han!™

Trinh Tan Thanh Thiy sac mit i dot nhién tré nén tai nhot, gidng nhau biloi kiém dam t6i, “ Quang” mdt tleng, trurong kiém trén tay héin roi xubng, DO
Van Sanh thdy hén than sac tham dam, khong khoi ngdy ngudi, dang mubn mé miéng néi chuyén, lai nghe hén siu tham néi:

“Nguwoi. . ... Neuoin6ita tha hin. . . . .. Namdo, nguoi cling nhur vy cauhinthata. .. ... Da, da, tacaigiciingco. .. ... Lam gi con mubn cai gi
! Han cai gl cling khong co. . . . . . Nguoi. . ... Thattot. .....!

Héin bong nhién ct tiéng cuoi to, nhur si nhur cudng, moi ngudi thiy héin cuoi dén déng sg, cling nhin khong dugc Kinh héi. Trish Tan Thanh Thiy bng
nhién phun ra mdt bing mau , budn ba noi:

“Nguyén lai hét thay déula Bicla ta. . . . . . Ta hiéu duoc. . . . .. ”
(*): 10i trong Thién thanh kiém phéap
Hién xoay ngudi roi di, D6 Van Sanh mubn goi hiin, lai nghe HO6 Dwong lanh nhat noi:

“Nguoi i d6 v6 dung! Hai muroi nam trde ciing thé, hai muroi nam sau van nhur thé! Nguoi ca doi ciing chi ximg bi Lo Tir ddm nat dudi ong ban
chan!”

Trinh Tan Thanh Thity chdm rii quay d4u, trong mt trin day nure nit, ndi nho:

“Khong sai, that sy ta la mbt dd vo dung. Ching ta Qéu khong cong phi thoi gian méy ném, hién tai, don gian lam cho nguoi ta cuoi nhao thoi H)
Duong, nguroi ngao nghé ca doi, tung hoanh giang ho, nhung ngay ca mdt chuyén tinh cling khong bict, that sy tiec nuoi!”

Hb Duong séc niit dot nhién bién dbi, DS Van Sanh bdng nhién cudp 1i ndi :
“Syr huynh! Thinh. . . . . . Thinh khong can lai kich thich HO dai ca! Han da mudn. . . . . . ”
Loi ctia nang chura ndi xong, lai bi H6 Duong déy ra, hin tir dau dén cudi khong nhin nang, ngao nghé néi:

“Pd nit hiép, ta sém ndi qua, H6 Duong ca doi chi dé tam mdt ngurod, thi phai 1 Té Can Hurong! Sy yéu thuong ctia nguoi, ta coi vo nghiia! Su huynh
ctia nguoi vi nguoi gily ngdn tay, nguoi chang I tuyét khong minh bach chua?”

Loi nay vira n6i ra, Trinh Tan Thanh Thiy cting DA Van Sanh déu sic miit tréng béch, rdt cude nbi khong ra loi. Hb Duong lai noi:



“Dd nit hiép, nguoi i ngudi tt, cling da thanh chiu bau. Ta khong ximg voi nguoi, ciing chira timg vong tuéng! H6 Duong phéng dang nira doi, trong
long thity chung chi c6 mdt ngurdi! Nang tir, long ta cling tir!”

Trinh Tan Thanh Thiy kinh ngac nhin héin, bdng nhién né ny cudi khd, mdt bén Bc dau mot bén xoay ngudi roi di, cudi ndi:

“H<:3 Duong, H6 Durong! Nguoi cing ximg bién ho cho. . . ... 2 Nam dé nguoi im nhiéu chuyén nhur vdy, hién tai & muén toan bd quén mét sao?
Buon cudi, budn cudi! Hao! Ta xem long nguoi chét nhu ndo! Ha ha ha!”

Hb Durong sic miit xanh mét, lai khong n6i chuyén. DS Van sanh si ngde nhin héin da iu, bdng nhién ndi nho:
“Ta...... Ta chua ttrng vong tuong, . . . . . ”

Han lanh nhat n6i:

“Dd nir hiép, HO Duong khinh thirdng ngudi khac cho 1ong throng hai! Thinh thu hoil”
Db Van sanh sic mit tring béch, bong nhién cin ring nurde mit ndi :

“Da! Ngwoi I si tinh nhan, hén ciing 1 si tinh nhén! Ta thi sao? Ta 14 cai gi? ! Ta thich nguoi minh thich, ¢6 céi gi sai? ! Ngwoi ¢6 tu cach gi chi trich ta? !
Ho Duong, nguoi qua thue so voi than Phat con lanh hon mac!”

Nang xoay ngudi bo chay, Thuong Hai phéi dé tir ciing khong biét c6 nén di theo hay khong, mot manh hdn loan. Moi ngudi thy trd khoi hai ndy gio,
ciing khong n6i gi, naim do Ly hoa Cung thé tir cung chit T6 Can Huong chét rét ly ky, tat ca moi ngudi thiy ky quai, nguyén lai ciing HO Duong c6 co
lién quan. Viée nay chi so c6 kho néi, khé trach Tuyén Fo cung chi ngdm miéng khong ndi chuyén.

H) Duong dimg mdt lic Au, bdng nhién quay du xoay ngudi 6m Ky Tap Ngoc, nhin thoang qua Han Dy Tran bén canh, lanh nhat noi:

“Nhiéu ném nhur vay, hién tai nguroi moi lai ddy nhén nguoi than, | dao Iy gi?”

Han Dy Tran chi c6 cudi khd, n6i khong ra i, H6 Duong hir mdt tiéng:

“Niém tinh ngwroi liéu mang ctru d6 nhi, ta cho ngwoi mdt 4n tinh. Nguoi di theo ta xudng nii, xem ai dam ngin can!”

Hin vira dut 10i, lai nghe phia sau Thity Van sur thai hét 1n mot tiéng:

“Gian phu dam phy dién xong trd khéi hai? ! H6 Duong! Mau dwra Thién thanh kiém quyét giao ra ddy! Néu khong hom nay ngwroi dimg mo tuéng
xuong nui nira bude!”

Hb Duong quay dau, lnh nhat nhin Thiy Van sur thai, sau mdt e 1y, hén lai lanh nhat néi:

“Tot lim, nguroi khong néi 11 ndo, ta thiu chit nira da quén 10i ngwoi. Thuong thé ba vai db nhi, ciing nhur thurong thé ctia ta. H6 Duong tir trude dén
nay I so do tiéu nhan, ta mudn nguoi hoan tra gap boil”

Hén dem Tap Ngoc nhe nhang ném di, Han Dy Tran giat minh, nhanh chéng d6n Ry, tron mét nhon
H) Duong bong nhién dyng thing kiém Ién trdi, lanh nhat n6i:
“Ta cho nguoi biét thé nao I thién thanh kiém quyét chén chinh!”

T@éng n6i vira dirt, héin bong nhién xoay tron, ca ngudi gibng nhur mot tran cudng phong, gao thét lao dén huéng Thity Van sur thai. Nang cudi lanh mbt
ting:

“Pay | ci gl quy kiém phap gi! Cudi chét nguoi rdil”

Trude mit han quang chot 16e, ciing 1 doan kiém ctia hén tir trén dinh dAu d4nh xudng, Thity Van sur thai vira d6, khanh mbt tiéng, lai nghe HO Duong
lanh King néi:

“U nhén gbi bao kiém, tha thiét dém co tiéng ” (*)
Kiém kia bdng nhién vira chuyén, phat ra tiéng vang nhur rong gam, dan vao kiém ctia ning , sau d6 xoay chuyén.
“Nhan ngon kiém héa rong, thiang himg Phong dinh!”(*)

Hin dem kiém ctia nang huréng lén, phan tht chém, Thity Vén sur thai kéu s hai mot tiéng, trén vai bi chém tring . H6 Duong khong doi nang phan
cong, trong tay kiém 40 40 cong t6i, gidng nhur may bay nurée chay lwu loat sinh dong binh thuong,

“Bang khong cam phin cudng bt am nd 1, xtic dong tur ha thu. Thi rrou én 167 kiém, chi bao km tiém hanh!”(*)



Thity Van sur thai chi cam thiy trude mét klem quang tan loan, nhung lai gidng nhur toat ra ngAn long, nang nira doi chura bao gio thay qua kiém phap quy
di nhur thé, trong lic nhét chan tay ludng cudng, chi ¢6 thé timg bude I, khong khoi mét nt. Ai ngd kiém quang hén bdng nhién tram xudng, chuyén tin
cong, nang cang cam thdy ky quéi, chi lién tuc tranh né phan. H5 Duong ngdmnoi :

“Khoi khong biét Vua ? Khi dén tir thi hanh.” (*)

Hin ubn heng, hiém ac danh t6i, sat nit ctia nang di qua.

Thiy Van su thai bi hén lam cho tirc gian, lanh ing néi:

“Cudng d6 dam vo 18! Nhan Ry cai chét!”

Nang vung béo kiém, ai ngd ndty Nga Mi kim dinh ba muoi hai kiéu ¢ trude it héin giong nhur trd diia binh thurong, it thiy héin t chéin phai ngiin, thé
nhung khong ton strc chit nao, Thily Van su thai cam thay lai kinh hai.

Dot nhién trurde mit khong con, hin dot nhién bién mét . Nang dang hoang so, chot nghe bén ngudi truyén t6i mdt thanh am lnh khdc:
“Nhét hap c6 thira , hd vi kéu bét binh? I” (¥)

Khée mét nang thoang nhin nguoi ndy huy kiém xudng, e nay ning kiém di chén, ai ngd trén vai bdng nhién chot lanh, nang tham thanh kéu dau, canh
tay phai cur nhién bi han chat durt!

Lap tirc phai Nga Mi dai loan, voi vang di Ién ning sic mit tring béch Thity Van su théi, nang trén vai vét throng méau twoi cudng phun, quén a0 wot
dam, thd hon hén mdt hoi, rot cuc van phai nhin khong duoge da hon mé.

H) Duong dem than kiém dAm méu vung kén, quay dau ngang nhién nhin quén hing kinh hai, diém nhién noi:
“Con ¢6 ai nghi 1én dén cing Lo Tir danh? 17
Khong ngudi néi chuyén, quan hing im Eing,

H) Duong cudi to, dem kiém nhét trong tay 4o, xoay ngudi 6m By Tap Ngoc, mang theo Han Dy Tran ba ngudi, nhay xudng nii, khong con béng
dang,

U nhén gi bao kiém, tha thiétfién} ¢6 tiéng. Nhin ngbn kiém hoa rong, tha?mg khiing himg Phong dinh. Bang khong cam phan cuéng})ét lAmno I8, xuc
dong tu ha thu. Thi rugu 1én 161 kiém, chi bao lam tiém hanh. Khoi khong bict Vua nguoi? Khi dén tir thi hanh. Nhat hap cé thira , hd vi kéu bat binh?
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Chuong 32

D6 | m)t séng som mia dong ngdy ha tuyét, bon ha nhin dm am hudng hiu vién mang cdi i d6. Nang mién cudng nhin, di t6i xem B céi g, nguyén
trong vién khong bict khi nao xuat hién mjt héc y nhin ngudi bé bet mau, han da ngat di roi, ha nhin khong bit 13 tinh hinh cho la han da chet, lai khong
damnéi cho 1o gia, chi c6 thé vung trdm dem han mang vé phia sau vién héo Ianh tim noi chén chon.

Nang noi:

“Mang ngudi quan trong, sao c¢6 thé ddi dai 16 ming nhu vay? Mau dem hin mang vao khéch phong, mdi dai phu.”

Bon ha nhin khong dam khang ménh dai tleu thur, danh phéi mang ngudi vao, moi dai phu, con 6 ngudi vung trom chay t6i th phong tim o gia, cho
ltic cha nang t6i, ngudi no duoc bo di quin 4o d1nh méu, bon nha hoan mang nuréc 4m, thay héin rira sach nt.

Hén 13 mt cAi nam tir tré tudi tuan ti, it nhém nghién, trén nit binh than, mbi nhot nhat xanh tréing. Cha ni nguoi ndy chi so' A cai con c4i nha giau,
khong thé cham tré, vi thé moi dai phu tot nhat dén xem. Cha ciing di hoi xung quanh xem nha ai nhi tir bi mat tich.

Budi t0i khi cha vé dén nha, nam i tré tudi kia céc vét throng déu dugc bing bé k. Pai phu ndi héin gin mach hdn loan, khong giéng thuong nhén,
hon nita trén ngyc trén hing con ¢6 dau vet cta dao kiem, n6i khong chimg la mbt nguoi luyén vo . Loi ndy lic ay nang can ban khong dé vao trong
long, cha sau khi tr¢ vé noi cho nang biét, nguoi nay chi sg khong phai nguoi hoang thanh, vi tranh phién todi, van la khong can phai 1§ ra.

Nang ciing khong dé trong 1dng, chi 1 phan ph6 bon nha hoan chiim séc hén, lién di tim sw phu luyén cong.
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Hin ude chimg hon mé ba ngay, mngthamchwho 14 hén ca doi khong thé tinh lai, hin lai md miit. Bay gio suy nghil mdt chit, c6 18 that sur 1 duyén
phan. Nang ba ngiy chi nhin hén mdt lin, nhung 14, hin ngay khi nang nhin lai md nit.

bo Ia mot doi mét nhur toa 4nh hao quang! Trong syét, tham thity, 6n nhu, tinh khiét n, gi(f)ng nhau trén thé giéi hét thay hét thay, trong mét hin Qéu bién
thanh t6t dep. Nang ngdy nguoi nhin d6i mat kia, nam mo ciing khong nghi nguroi than the bang b nay, lai cd duge mdt d6i dong long nguwroi dén the.

Hén mo to mit, ai ciing khong nhin, chi la lang king nhin ning, trongrmt hinh nhur ¢6 thién ngon van ngit. Sau do, lﬁnbongrﬁnennonucuoL khée miéng
hoi cau dan, ¢6 diém cuoi khg, co diém kng yén. Nang lp tirc nghe thiy dwoc 4m thanh tim dap, mdt trin mdt trén, thinh thich, ngue thiy dau.

Hin cudi mot khic, gléng nhu mia xuin bdng nhién bude vao, trim hoa dua né ciing bu khong duoc cai on nhu. Nang tir lic chio doi t6i nay, da gip
qua ny cudi xinh dep nhat, xinh dep nhat. . . . . .

Tap Ngoc cham rdi mo mit, lot trong tAmmit I3 chiéc min mbu xanh, trén ban hwong khéi nhe Twgn 10, tdn méat ra mdt hirong an tudng u nha.
Nang hoi dong mot chut, trén vai bSng nhién truyén dén mjt tran dau ddn. Nang nhiu may, cti dhu, da théy trén vai bang bé mot tAm vai didu, it trén

chdy ra mt chit méu. Dot ngdt nho ra, gidng nhur thity triéu tran vao dau éc. Tap Ngoc bdng nhién ca kinh, sur phu d4u? ! Néu nang khong phéi nam
mo, han 1a su phu ctru nang!

Cira gd mdt tiéng i mod ra, mdt ngudi cham rii di dén, trong tay bung cai gi d6, di théng di bén giudng, vach trin man

Téap Ngoc yéu dubi kéu lén, anh méit phirc tap nhin o gia van khong thay doi trude mt.
H) Duong than nhién liéc nang liéc nit mdt c4i, ndi nho:
“Ubng thube trude.”

Nang ¢6 nhiéu van d& mudn hoi, ciing ¢6 qua nhidu chuyén mudn n6i, tuy nhién khong biét mé miéng nhur thé ndo, chi cé thé yén king tiép nhan bét i,
ngtra dau dem thir mrdc den ngom chua x6t uong hét. Ho Duong ngdi trén ghé, cham rai noi:

“Ta thay ngwoi xa gidn, By ctia con tic ba mt cai tay. V& phan tén tiéu tir kia, ta dudi héin ra ngoai, béi vi ta ¢6 chuyén mubn hoi ngwoi”
Tap Neoc dem bat dé trén ban, trong long trong tron, gidng nhur tim khong thiy noi nio dé dimg, phiéu diéu, mudn phan so' hii.
“Ta hoi nguoi, hién tai nguoi co héihén ?”

Hién tai hoi 161 ndy, qua thyc nhu udi dao ddm vao than thé dén dau dén, Tap Ngoc sic mat tréng béch, nude mit chay ra, nang liéu mang ap ché, ca
nguoi phat run, mdt chit cling ndi khong dugc.

Hb Duong thé dai mot tiéng,:

“Ta dang néi chuyén voi nguroi, n6i cho ta biét nguoi bay gioy dang suy nghil gi. Mat di hét thay, ngwoi dang nghi cai gi?”

Tép Ngoc che miéng lai, khong dé cho minh khéc ra tiéng, nang hit mdt hoi that sau, sau mot lic 1au méi thap giong noi:

“Ta...... Qué yéu! Ta con khong dt manh! Ta con khong c6 thé bao vé nhiing gi minh mubn!”

Long ctia nang, than thé ciia hin, giéng nhau lira dot cht, timg giot timg giot méu, chim rdi tra tAn, nhung, nang khong mudn tir bo tAt c4, khong mubn!
H) Duong nheo lai iit, nging dau ndi :

“Nguroi rét cuc thira nhan minh rét yéu roi? Ta hoi ngwoi, ngwoi mudn tré nén manh mé sao? Ngwoi cam tim sao? Nguoi mudn ca doi sdng trong bong
ma sao?”’

Téap Ngoc dot nhién ngéng du nhin héin, anh it clia nang nhur ¢6 hoa diém toat ra, giong nhau a ddt chay than thé . Nang budn ba noi:
“Khong, ta khong cam ong! Ta tuyét déi khong cam long! Ta mudn tré nén manh mé!”
Hb Duong n6i nho:

“Ta ky that vi nguoi ma dén, xem biéu hién ctia nguoi, dé quyét dinh c6 nén dem Thién thanh kiém quyét truyén thu cho ngwoi. Nguoi nghi ta nén Bm
sao?”

Téap ngoc khong dép, cd nén dau dén trén vau, ning & trén giudng quy xudng, dap dau.

“Thinh cau st phu dem kiém quyét truyén thy cho ta!”



Hb Duong dimg lén, quay hung phia nang, tht 1u sau moi noi:

“Nguoi | db dé duy nhét ctia HS Duong ta , ta tuyét khong cho phép nguroi biké ndo an hiép! Ly hoa cung i cai loai chim nho! Phai Nga Mi 14 céi loai
chim nho Nguoi thirong tam tuyét vong, cling phai song cho ta ha da! Lao Tur cling khong tin, nguoi khong thé dem tiéu tir d6 cudp vé! Ngudi Ly hoa
cung néu 1 ddm phan déi, ngwoi giét hét tit thy cho ta ! Hiéu chura? 1”

Tép ngoc cin ring lanh king n6i:

»R6 16i! Ta tuyét khong nhuong!”

Hb Duong cudi to:

“Hao! Bay moi la do de Ho Duong! Ly hoa cung ng ching ta nhiéu im, khoan no niy, nguoi thay ta tinh toan rd rang. Pem nhi tir Tuyén ko nhan doat
lay, Lo Tir cling khong tin han c6 thé khang cu! Ha ha! Ha ha!”

Hiin di ra ngoai, mii cho dén ngoai cira méi noi:

“Nguoi trude an tim dudng throng, ta thué noi nay | mot chd héo Finh clia nong gia. Sau khi thurong thé tnh, ta bt dau truyén thu cho nguoi Thién
thanh kiém quyét! Ta chi cho nguroi mdt qua thang, thanh hodc bat thanh, phai xem ban finh ctia nguoi. RS chua?”

Tép ngoc that sdu dap dau, nho giong , ddi véi minh noi:

...... R 1di! Ta néu khong doat lai hét thay, lién khong phai Tu Ma Tép Ngoc!” Gitra trua duong quang amap roi tai goc cra s0, clra s0 khac hoa
hoi hé mo, theo trong khe nhin vio, ¢6 thé nhin thay trén ban ddng 16 pha ra khéi xanh , néu nhin léch mot chitt, 6 thé nhin thdy trén tuong deo rit nhidu

binh khi, gi4 sich dua vao trdng, cling man lya tuyét tréing trén giwdng,

Bén giwong mot ngudi dang ngdi, ci thip dau xemmach, khu6n mt hén tudn t cling dnh m¥ét ddy chuyén chi. Saumdt lic 1w, hin rdt cuc budng cd
tay tring tuyét mém mai, nhe nhom thd mdt hoi, mo .

Cham rai vach min, hén Eing ling nhin ni tr van hon mé trén giwdng, anh it glongnhu bang tiéu tuyét tan, tr6 nén On hoa yéu thuong. Nanggaynho

khong con cai than thai dwong dwong turoi curdi nhur anh mit troi, chi thich méc dd d6, nay chi méc 40 choang tring tuyét, phong cham vao vét thurong
trén ngyre. Sic mit ctia nang tréing nhur tuyét, toc dai den dai t6i dau gdi, nhin qua diém dam déng yéu.

Hin ﬂqép g‘ic_)ng €0i tén clia nang, ngon tay hin nhe nhang luét qua trén mit, nhe nhu vay nhu, giéng nhu sg su va cham nhe ciing ¢6 thé Am thuong lan
da trang mém clia nang,

Tir cira s0 truyén dén tiéng curdi nhe, tira hd con c6 ngudi xi xao ban tén 4i gl. Doan Moc bat déc di nhiu may, di dén bén m chit cira s, hai nguoi
dudi bong ctra khong kip chay tron. Hai nguoi, hai mét, ngoc nghéch ngang dau nhin Boan Mdc, bong nhién nhat t€ lay long twoi cuoi.

“Al Tamdé¢, da lau khong gip! Diém phuic that!”

“Al Nhi tir, da lau khong gap! Pao hoa that do!”

Poan Mgc lanh ing nhin hai ngudi d6 13 dai ca ctia minh cting phu thén, mét tich hon nira thang, bon ho 1ot cude con biét vé nha sao?
“Tranh ra, dimg 1am 6n, ding lim phién ngudi nay, khién ta phién long,”

Hién lanh Ring néi xong, chure dem cira s dong lai.

Ai ngd mdt ban tay ludn qua gii khe ctra, Poan Moc 1o gia vudt rau dai, By ong cudi ndi:

“Dung tu¢! Pimg linh dam nhu vay nha! Cha in ndy tr& v& mamg theo khong it thir t6t, ngwoi nhit dinh thich! . . . . .. Dung 16, ¢6 nurong trén girong
nguoikialaai ... .. 7

Poan Moc md canh cira ra, liéc miit danh gia héin mbt c4i, lanh nhat noi:
” Con d4u nguoi, thé tir cia ta. Bién!”
“Phanh” cira s6 lién dong lai, 1An ny cim ctia Poan Moc o gia bi dung tring, chi ¢6 thé ngo ngic nhin trén cira s khic hoa.

Doi chit. . . . . . Han vira 10i, ni gi d6? Condau. . . .. . Condau. ... .. Con dau?! Poan Moc lo gia ciing Poan Moc dai ca hai ngudi nhin nhau, dén
nira ngay, rot cuc ndi mot cau:

“Hoi. . . ... Hoine dil”

Poan Moc déng cira s6 lai, phat ra thanh 4m ctia udc chimg ka kinh dong co gai trén giurdng, nang “An” mot tiéng, gidt minh. Poan Moc voi vang di toi,



vach man, 1ap tirc nhin thdy d6i mit den ctia nang. Nang tron mit nhin quanh, nhin tr4i, nhin phai, cubi cting ¢6 hét stic s& cai chin mém mai, rot cuc the
dai mot hoi.

“Ta...... Tabiét. .. ... Nha nguoi nhét dinh 14 siéu cép nhidutién. . . . .. Thye. .. ... Thét sy 1a kho chiu!”

Boan Moc thét khong biét I cuoi hay gién, dimg mot Itc lu, 6t cuc vin ngdi xudng mép giwong, nhe nhing cim tay ning, ban tay tuy réng vin lanh léo
nhu cii, nhung trong long ban tay da cé nhiét khi thau i ra. Han dem tay nang ap trén niit, noi nhod:

“Néu da tinh lai, vAy dimg lo nita. Ta mdi Chu than y, héin n6i miéng vét thurong khong sau, khong c6 thurong ton dén ndi tang, 1 van hanh. Chi can hao
hdo tu dudng, qua hai thang s& khong c6 chuyén gi.”

Luu Vén tuy rang ngire van dau, nira diém ciing khong thé dong ddy, van nhur cii nhin hin kh& tuoi cudi:

“N6i ta mang hao, chura timg di qua di hoa nan ngan niim sao? Mudn cho ta chét, ciing khong d& dang nhu vay dau!”

N6i xong, nang bong nhién nhim nsit, vénh 1én miéng n6i :

“Nhung tir nay V& sau nguc luu lai mot vét seo, khong xda dugc, nhét dinh kho coi chét di duoc!”

Poan Moc rdt cuc n6 nu cudi, nhe nhiang ning tay nang hon, 6n nhu noi:

“Ta thay nguoi boi thudc 6t nhat, sau khi thirong thé lnh chi ru vét seo nhat. Ta ciing khong so do, ngwoi so do lam cai gi? Ta van thich.”
Luru Vén trén it tai nhot rét cuc 6 mdt tia o tmg, nang Fip bap noi:

“Nguoi. ... Nguoin6ibdy caigl. . .. .. Caiginha. ... .. ! N6i than méat nhur vy, ai cling ngwoico. . . . . . C6 céi gi rdi! N6i 61, ai can nguoi boi
thube! Co thé ciia ta 1 nguoi 6 thé tir y dong sao? Nguoi i dang db tir!”

Poan Moc dudi ngdn tay dit & mdi ciia nang, néi nho:

“Ngum khong thé n6i nhiéu lim. . ., c4n than miéng vét throng. Tom lai, nguoi hon ciing bi ta hon qua, xem ciling bi ta xem qua, s cling bi ta so' qua. Poi
y, nguoi chi co thé am ngudi cia ta. Nguoi dimg c6 hy vong hdo huyén nita.”

Luu Van nhe nhang cén hén, giéng nhu mdt con nhd meo, Am bam noi:

“Nguoi ciing da biét. .. ... Néu & Diéu Hf)ng phudng, mudn vira théy vira 80, phai bao nhiéu bac sao? Tan muroi tim tudi moi chéi toc chinh thirc treo
bién hanh nghé, nhung ta nira duong lai tron thodt. . . . . . Mununhat dnh tre chét . . . . .. ”

Poan Mgc so gwong mit clia nang, thay nang dem toc trén tran khay ra, 6n nhu néi:

“Vi sao lai chay tr6n?”

Luu Van nhdm mit lai, nhe nhang noi:

“Ta gap Tap Ngoc, dot nhién cam gidc duoc lam hoa khéi khong duoc cing nang ¢ mot chd chang hay gi. Hon nita, mbi ngay déu i ctng namnhan
nham chan udng ruou ngam tho hat khiic, dan dan, cam thiy c6 chit ghé tom Mu my n6i ta treo bién hanh nghé dém dau tién gia it nhat mdt ngan hrong,
ta dot nhién cam giac dwoc minh va thit heo khong ¢ gi khéc nhau, bat qué chinh I méc hon mot chit ma thoi. Nhur vy, that 1 khong co yti. . . . . . ”

Nang bdng nhién md to mit, 1o ra vé niit so hai, kinh ngac nhin hin. Poan Moc thiy nang bdng nhién 16 ra than sic kinh hoang nhur vay, khong khoi
strng sot, lai nghe nang thap giong hdi:

“Noindy. ... .. L nha ngwoi? Nguoi nhd nguoi. . . . .. Ciing biét r6i? Sond thAn nguoi. . . . . .
Poan Mdc thoai mai nd nu cudi:

“Khong can lo Eing, nguoi 1 ngudi ciia ta, khong phéi ngudi Boan Moc thé gia. Trir ta, ai ciing khong thé khi d& ngwoi.”

Luru Van ¢6 chit mét mdi noi:

“Khong . . . .. Ta chi. . . . . Khong thich cudc song thé gia. Ta khong nghil cam giac minh. . . . . . Gibng nhur mdt con diéu bi giam . . . . .
Poan Moc nhe nhang vubt ve toc ciia nang, cti dau hon toc nang, 6n nhu noi:

“Ngwoi mét roi, ngi di, khong can noi. Nguoi mudn céi g, ta ciing ¢6 thé cho nguoi, yén timdi. . . . . .
Luu Van khong noi gi nita, ngd that say.
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Chuwong 33

Ctr cho rang Boan Moc Dung Tu¢ chua mu6n dira nang dén baid kién cha me, nhung ning di sao ciing 14 & nha nguoi ta dudng thuong, cho nén khi
mot ddm ngudi dén xem nang, Liru Vén ciing khdng khoi giat minh.

Vét thurong & ngue nang da bit dau Ién ra non. Poan Moc dira ngoai khong biét lam cai i, Luru Van mdt minh ngti trén giurong, ca nguoi i khong thoai
mai. Lic vét thurong dau, con c6 thé nhin nai, nhung mot khi nd bt dAu ngira, thi khong cich ndo nhin dugc nhin. Nhung ngra cling khong thé gai, chi
s vét thirong bi toac ra, Liru Van bi hanh ha dén dir doi, ¢ trén girdng kin qua kin lai, thim nghil mudn xudng girong,

Vira vach chan, dt nhién c6 ngudi g5 ctra, Luu Van tudng DPoan Mdc, lién tire gian kéu lén:

“Mau vao ! G cira céi gi!”

” Cach” mdt tiéng, cira mo, lai khong thiy ngudi tién vao, sau mdt lic 1au, hai cai dau vung trom do xét, chi dem anh mit king liéng nhanh nhu chdp dédo
déc, t6 md nhin Luu Van trén girdong, Nang hoang sg, ndi nhd:

Hai cp anh mit lai chdp chdp, hip miét n, tyra hd dang cudi. Bng nhién ngoai cira truyén dén mot tiéng kéu dau, chi nghe mdt giong néi nit tir trong
tréo nhung lanh ling;

“Khong c6 thé théng, dé gia nhan ché cudi ching ta! Dimg thing cho ta, hio ma tién vao!”

Tiéng n6i vira dirt, chi thiy tir ctra di vio hai bong nguoi cao 16n, mdt gid mdt tré.

Cur viée nam tir trung nién kia trén miit tuoi cuoi, khong c6 bo dang uy nghiém, nhung nhén hyc cta Luu Van co thé 1ap tirc lién nhin ra nguoi nay khi
chét ton quy, hin dud6i ham c6 chomréu dam, 1ong mi ciing anh mit déu cudi, nhung van c6 thé mo ho nhin ra hén ciing v6i Boan Moc hinh dang tuwong
tur. Bén canh ngudi tudi tré kia nhin qua so véi Boan Mdc In hon nim sau tudi, néu khong phai gidr pht ndy héin cudi ngbe nghéch gibng cha hin, Luu
Van thure nghil 6 1a Poan Moc dung tué.

Nang kinh ngac nhin hai ngudi nay di toi, ngdi trén ghé, ciing khong n6i chuyén, nhin nédng mim cudi, sau d6 nam tir trung nién kia cudi noi:

“Dung Tué that sur i ¢6 anh niit t6t, tim dwoc phu nhén xinh dep nhur vAy! Ta lic trude con lo cho hon s ciia nd! By gir khong can lo Eing I”

Noi xong hai ngudi kia nhin nhau cudi, vui vé cuc ky.

Luru Van von thong minh, Bp tirc lién doén duoc thin phén cia bon ho, ning trong long dich s hai, voi vang vach chéin, xudng girong dinh déi bon ho
hanh I€, ai ngd nang bong nhién bi nguoi 43 lay, trude mili ngtri duge mii thom, ngang dau nhin e, lai khdng biet khi nao thi mdt phy nhan méc 4o trang
dung bén girdng, tay nang dat trén vai nang, dem nang nhe nhang ép trd lai giwong.

“C6 nrong c6 thuong tich trong nguoi, khong nén tily tién xudng giurong,”

Phy nhan kia thanh 4m cta trong tréo nhung fanh ling gidng nhur dia ha mudi chin ting nude sudi, chot vira nghe im ngudi ta nhin khong dugc lién ring
minh mdt cai, nhung Luau Van day long tu dung dang Ién cam giac than thict.

Nang qua thyre cung Boan Moc khong ¢4 sai biét. Ao tréng, toc den, dung nhan ban tuyét, vi ndy phu nhéan c6 1& khong phéi dai my nhén, nhung da nhin
thay nang kho c¢6 the quén. Luiru Van d gip qua vo s nit nhan xinh dep, nhung khong ¢6 ai ¢6 khi chit nhur vi phu nhan nay. Anh méit clia nang sau nhu
nuée, sang ngdi, gidng nhur anh sao trong dém lanh, nhung tuyét khong lim cho nguoi ta cam thiy thau xuong, Trén mit nang méc di khong ¢ gi biéu 1o
i, nhung Luu Van lp tire 13 cai gi goi 1a tuyét dai tao nhd. Day khong phai 1a my mao nghiéng mrde nghiéng thanh, ma 1a khi d6 ciing tu thai.

Luru Van trong nhay nit nhin khong duoc lién mudn cti dau xudng béi trude mét nang, nang trong nhay mét da 16 than phan ctia phy nhén Ay, nhung
khong bict bon ho hdm nay dén vi muc dich. Poan Mdc phu nhén gifip d& nang xong, lién budng tay ra, xoay nguoi nhe nhang ngdi trén ghe, ling lang
nhin ning,

Luru Van tir true dén nay khong phéi ngudi vimg vang, nang ha mdm néi nho:

“Thinh Poan Mdc 1o gia, phu nhan, Poan Moc dai cong tir tha thir, tiéu nit tir ¢6 thurong tich trong nguoi, khong thé hanh 18.”

Poan Moc Fo gia wira thiy nang p tirc n6i ra than phén ctia minh, khong khoéi trimg dnh mét Ién, ngac nhién nbi:

“Lam sao ngwoi biét ta 1 cha Dung Tué? Nha déu kia! That 14 thong minh nha!”



Luru Van cén mdi, khong dé cho minh cudi 10 1én, nhin Boan Moc phu nhin, nang lanh nhat nhur vay, tht sy hoan toan doan khong ra nang dang suy
nghi gi. Nguoi nhu vy, Luu Van tir truée den nay khong am hi€u (mg phd, huong chi nang la mau thin Boan Moc, nang cang khong thé giong lic trude
doi dai voi Poan Mgc cung Tap Ngoc 160 ming nhur vay.

”” Phuong danh ¢6 nuong?”

Poan Moc phu nhén nhe nhang hoi, nhin qua tra hd ciing khong ¢6 cai gi ac y. Liru Van thip giong noi:

“Ta...... Ta goi la Luu Van.”

Doan Moc phu nhén lai khong noi, chi nhin nang. Luru Van bj nhin thiy ca ngudi s hail, ning tir trude dén nay khong thé chiu dung durgc loai khong khi
nay, thit mudn cuoi dé bot di khong khi, lai khong dam Nang thay minh thé nao? Nang c6 cam thay minh khong ngay ngan? C6 thay nang la mot c6
nuong tlty v theo nam nhén vé nha? Luu Van cang nghi mo hdi cang lanh, nguc ciing khong thay ngira nita.

“Doan Moc thé gia. . . . . . ”

Poan M¢c phu nhan dot nhién lai ndi.

“La vo lim danh m6n, Luu Van ¢6 nuong nhat dinh 1 biét. Dung Tu¢ nam nay da mudn hai muroi tur 161, ching ta van vi h hén s ctia nd ma lo Eing,
Ching ta danh mon nhur vay, néu khong phai mén duong hd doi, tiéu gia c6 mrong chi sg' s€ bi chung ta hi sg. C6 mrong xuat thin phwong nao? Quy
pht 1a & dau? Newoi di theo Dung Tug trd ve, cha me khong lo lang sao?”

Nhirng loi naytuyrangnangh01 khach khi, nhung la ngungoc ciing c6 thé nghe ra ham nghia bén trong, Néng 14 ding thanh danh Poan Moc thé gia dé
doa sa0? B& ngoai hinh nhur I hoi nang cha me, trén thre té 1 khuynh thi nang theo gia nhan chay di. . . . . . ?

Luu Van sic mat tréng nhot, sau mdt lic 14w, méi nhe giong noi:

Hon nita trude kia con da Bm k§ nit. Nang dot nhién cam giac duoc ¢6 chit budn cudi, ndi céi ndy Bm gi? Ty rude nhue sao?

Boan Moc phu nhén thanh m ctia bong nhién lanh xudng, néu nhu n6i moi vira rdi vén I trong tréo nhung lanh ling nhu nuée sudi, hién tai bién thanh
dinh nii bang tuyet, du dé dem lam chét nguoi

” Luru Van ¢6 nurong nhur vy, ta chi hoi nguroi mbt cau, nguoi cam thay minh xtrng voi Dung Tué nha ta sao? Mot ¢ nhi khdng cha khong me, dot nhién
g4 vao nha gidu c6, xem nhu bau trdi rét xudng bao khd my kim. Dbi v6i ngiroi m ndi, ddy c6 18 1 vrot qué phiic di”

Luru Vén chi cam thiy con tirc tra ra, nang nhin, khong néi gi. Boan Moc thé gia t6t Eim sao! Noi nang hinh nhur 14 con coc mubn an thit thién nga ! Budn
cuoi, khi nang lam hoa khéi, quan lai quyén quy c6 gi khong thay c6! Chi la mot Poan Mdc thé gia, chi sg Ic trude nang khde mat cling khong nhin téi!

Luru Van! Nguoi nhén nai cho ta! Nang dudi ddy long liéu mang ho. Ngwoi 1 ngudi ctia Boan Moc Dung Tug! Khong phai Poan Moc thé gia!

Nhin nai! Nhan nai! ! Nhin nai! ! !

Poan Mgc phu nhan dirng mot chitt, tua hd ciing khong doi nang tra 1, lai chim rai noi:

“Trén thyre €, khong dbi gat 6 nurong, ta da thay Dung Tué xem xét mit cai thé gia twong duong, nir hai tir tai dire gdm nhidu niit. C6 18 nang xinh deo
khong bang c6 mrong, bat qua lau ngay sinh tinh, hubng chi Dung Tug cudi nang, Poan Moc thé gia rat c6 ich loi. Liru Van ¢6 murong, nguoi my mao
nhu vay, cling la tdm cao ngaL Poan Moc thé gia nho nho chisg nguoi khong cho trong nit. Nhur vy di, Poan Moc Gia ciing s& khong bac di nguoi,
ngwoi ra mdt c4i gid, chi cin nguroi ¢ thé roi xa Dung Tug, hét thay déu tot.”

Nang con chura n6i hét, tay 40 da b Poan Mc ko  gia lang € 161 kéo, hannhmmngynhl, tura hO 3 n6i nang nbi qua ning. Poan Mdc phu nhén trimg
it lang king, Poan Mdc 1o gia ngoan ngodn rut vé& s& soy cai mii, khong dam bat cir y kién gi.

Nhan nai! Nhan nai

Luu Van @6t nhién cam gidc dugc trong dAu minh mot cdy dan nhu bi dut day, con tirc pha tan dinh déu, nang lanh nhat noi:

“Phu nhén that sy la gioi tai &n noi! Ta nghi chuyén don dau hay Ia hoi con trai ctia nguroi mot chut di! Ngwdi néi, Boan Moc thé gia ta khong bo trong
mit! Ta cing Boan Moc Dung Tug ¢ ctng mot cho, khong phai a vi gia thé ctia han! Xin ngudi 1 rang! Ding tién tai dé tap nhan, that 1 nham chan ri!
Ta biét ta khong c6 boi canh hién hach, ¢6 I& trong mat ngudi ta ching ra gi! Nhung vay thi c6 gi khong ding? Ta thich hén! Ching ta déu thich nhau!

Tai sao muon ding anh mat hén mon xemta! Ta thich han! Ta thich Poan Mdc Dung Tug! Ta mudn cting han cting mdt cho! Ta nhu vay cd gi sai sao? !”
Nang rong xong, bdng nhién ngdy ngudi, md hoi lanh chiy rong rong xudng,

Chét 1!




Ngbi doi dign k nguroi nha Boan Moc nha! Luru Van, ngwoi tinh tinh téo ton, khi ndo thi c6 thé thay doi? ! Bi nguoi kich lién nhéy dung lén, qua thyc
chinh 14 thimg thude stng sao!

Luru Van so hai nglng 1én ddu 1 trong qua, da tlﬁy Poan Moc phu nhan mit khong chit thay d6i, ma phia sau nang hai ngudi kia cim da mudn rét ra, ngo
ngac nhin chinh minh. Nang bdng nhién cudi hic hic mdt chit nho giong noi:

“Caikia. . . ... Nay...... ? Ta moi vira ndi céi gi sao?”
Vira dut 104, lai nghe Poan Mdc 3o gia khi khi bat cudi, mdt bén cudi mot bén kéu lén:

“Héo! Ta thich! Phu nhn, nguoi dimg doa ngudi ta nita! Can thin Dung Tué ciing nguoi tré mét nha! Tiéu tir d6 khi gidn dir ngwoi ciing khong phai
khong biét!”

N6i xong hén lién 6m iy Poan Moc phu nhin, khong dtmg din cudn Iy nang, gidng nhur bach tude. Lan ndy dén phién Luru Van r6t cam xubng, Boan
Mobc phu nhén cao nhé lanh nhu bang cu nhién cling cuoi! Cu nhién, cu nhién cling 6m o nhéan kia, khong thém quan tdm chit nao hinh tuong cta minh
bi hao ton! ?

Liic Poan Mdc phu nhan cudi d, tat ca on nhu, ching con ti ndo ngoai hinh dang, Nang nhin Luru Van, sau mdt lic liu, m6i noi:

“Nguoi ¢6 céi kiéu ngao rt tdt, ta trude kia, con khong bang ngwoi. Thich mot ngudi, mudn quan quit Ry, khong khuét phuc khong bo qua. Ngwoi vé
sau c6 ranh nén biét vé Dung Tu¢ mot it, c6 gi cr hoita!”

Luru Van dau ¢ 16 rang phén tmg khong kip rdi, nang ngo ngac nhin Boan Mdc Fo gia cudi noi:
“Phu nhin, ngwoi ddy i hudng con dau twong lai truyén thy bi kip nim d6 sao?”’
Poan Moc phu nhan hir mot tiéng;

“Bit qua 14 bi throng bi bt t6i nha chiing ta, ta con chura biét nang thé nao! Khong hoi xem, im sao ma biét nang ¢6 thich Dung Tué? Ta khong can cai
loai con dau khiim niim, tam tong t(r dire! Mot chit cam giac lam ba ba déu khong c6.”

Poan Moc 3o gia co ngudi nang:

“Phu nhan, tiéu sinh méii cho dén hom nay déu nhé & ngwroi nm d6 tur thé oai himg nha! Ngin dim xa x6i dudi dén nha cia ta, ¢ cira ngii nira théng,
thieu chit nita lamme ta tirc chét, ngudi dén bay gio nhac dén tén nguoi con bién sac nha!”

Poan Mgc phu nhan ndi nho:
“Ding nha, trude kia ta 1a 4c con dau, hién tai lai 1 ac ba ba.”
Poan Moc 1o gia cudn iy khong roi:

“Aindi ! Ngwoi 1a hio o ba cia ta 1 duoc roi! Ta ndi phu nhan, biéu chiéu mat mé thé nay bo thoi gian dén doa con dau, that ling phi! Ching ta hon
mdt thang khong gap, nhi hio nhén tm!”

Luru Van nhin khong dugc nita, cudi ra tiéng, cudi dau bung, néu khong phai ¢ giit hinh twong, nang thit muén & trén giurdng lin 1on. Doan Moc o gia
tring nang;

“Tiéu nha dau cudi cai gi? Khong nghe 16i, phu nhan danh mdng nguoi!”

“Khong! Khong phai!”

Luu Van cuoi noi:

“Ta chi 12 r6t cuc hiéu duoc, vi sao Poan Moc lai thanh ci bd dang éiy!”

Kho trach hdn ddi véi chinh minh  khong c6 cach nao tréanh, kho trach hén dot nhién mudn di cling minh, nguyén lai day i gia truyen quan quit bi kip!
Nangvancho 12 minh quin quit ]ayDoanMoc nguyén lai 1d rang, B hén van quin quit Ay chinh minh nha! That s . . . . . . Rat, rit c6 cam giac thanh
c6ng roi! Liru VAn, nguoi tuyét nhat!

Van khong n6i gi Poan Mdc dai ca bdng nhién cuoi ndi:

”‘Thé nay thi hai o ta yén tim 10i ? Hon sur Lo Tam rt cyc ciing dén, vé sau dimg ép ta cing Dung Théu ! Dung Théu bi hai ngudi ép dén phat dién
101, hom qua con néi mudn 1oi nha di!”

Poan Moc 1o gia hir mdt tiéng;

» Liic trude ndi 1di, mdt ndmmdt ¢d. Sang nam khong phéi nguoi ciing 1 Dung Thug, ta dem viéc hon nhén dinh ra ! Bang khong Lio Tir ap ngwoi hoi



phu, cho nguoi di tim vo!”

Poan Moc dai ca kéu lén, Liru Van ngac nhién ndi:

” Sao? Binh thuong déu 1 trudng tir thanh gia true nha! Ching 18 Poan Moc thé gia khong nhur thé?”

Poan Méc phu nhan cudi néi:

“Ai can cai thé tuc 4y, ta cho phép nhi tir nhé hon thanh than! Nha dau, nguoi con qua nho! Con nhiéu thir phai hoc!”

Lu:u V@n goi [én khoe miéng, Qang mu,én chL qhot théy Poan Moc ch)i,vémg di dén, hin sic mit hién nhién kho coi, vira nhin tlﬁy chame gﬁa hin déu
ngoi d6i dién Luu Van, anh mat ctia han lai t61 sam lai, budc nhanh di dén bén girong, mdt tay 6m lay Luu Van vao 1ong, lanh king trirng mit nhin Poan
Moc lao gia, sau mdt luc 1au moi noi:

“Lai d c4c ngwoi. Lan nay B mudn lim c4i gi? Voi vang diéu ta ra ngoai, nguyén 1 dé bay ra viéc nay!”

Poan M¢c o gia bi hin haim doa, nhit thoi rut v Tai khong dam noi tiép nita. Poan Mdc phu nhan ndi nho:

“Dung Tug, dung khi d& cha nguoi. La nguoi chinh minh khong ding, dan theo con dau trd vé, vi sao khong cho ching ta biét? Nhur thé ndo, so ta an
hiép nang?”’

Boan Moc khong dam cing méu thn tranh uAn, hén quay dau nhin Luru Van, dang mudn hoi, ai ngd nang cu nhién vé mit tuoi cudi, so véi binh thurong
wvui vé rat nhicu, han khong khéi stiing sot, ngac nhién noi:

O sinh s6i cudi thin bi, nhe nhang dép nguc ctia hin, gio mét 1én déc y n6indi :

“Poan Moc Tam cong tir, ngrroi doi nay ¢ trong tay Luiru Van ta! Ban thin minh tyr nhn xui xéo dil”
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Chuong 34

Thoi tiét dau ha, van moc ph@)n hoa, ngay cé van trugng nii cao nhu vién ngoc gy, ciing 1 mdt ménh xanh dat dao.

Déy hoa tir vi ¢ trén mai dinh ttrng dot timg dot ha xuong che gidu trong dinh dung nmao hai ngudi. Bong loang trén ban da, nude tra xanh biée ¢6 khoi
tréng lwon 1o bay lén, et qua mdt ngén tay manh mai trang non. Ngon tay nhe nhang trén diy cam, xoet mdt tiéng, uyén chuyén. Ngudi no chim ri giy
vai am thanh, khong ngd diéu dot nhién tram xudng, 4m rdi loan.

“Thanh huy khong thé chuyén nhur viy.”

Mot cai thanh 4mnhu thip nhe nhang 161, sau d6 mot ban tay thon dai vubt mit, dot ngdt cham vao day, phat ra am dai ngin, di theo mot duong thuong
huyén, 4m séc kia hoat bat, mang sirc song t6i.

Dung Huong thé dai mdt hoi:

“Cha néi khong sai, ta qua nhién cai gi ciing khong duoc troi cho. Theo ngwoi hoc cam ba nim, van khong thé danh tt .
Cai nhu thanh am kia ndi nho:

“Khong phéi i troi khong cho, chi vi nguroi khéng c6 tim. Ngudi dang & ddy, tim khong ¢, Bmsao c6 thé hoc dugc.”
Dung Huong gian tai méit , dirng sau mit lic 1au, méi lanh nhat néi:

“Ta sémnbi qua, khong can nhic t6i viée nay. Ta da nghe theo cha hét thay an bai, con mudn buc bach ta nh thé nao?”
Nguoino tya hd nd nu cudi, demdan ¢b déy ra trude mit minh, khé vudt, phat ra mdt am sc voi vang, hén tlﬁp giong not:

“Nguoi cam thiy tt ca moi nguoi déu vé phe cha, chuyén ciing nguroi dbi nghich. Khong quén Hac cong tir 1 chinh nguroi, ity tién mudn nghi thin thich
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quy ciing i nguoi. Khong bo duoc, phai di tim han, chuyén ndy c6 déng gi?”

Hén vira drt 1o, &m séc bdng nhién truot ra, phat ra 4m séc giét choc. Nigon tay cuia hiin Bing Bing dé xubng day mot Iat, that au sau, moi ndi:
“Nguoi quéa thure mdt phen dao kiém, ding ding sat khi, tiép & thir nhén. Xem, tiéng dan déu bi ngroi diém 6.”

Dung Hurong inh lanh trimg mit nhin hén sau mot e 1w, rot cuc van phai hoa hodn sic mit, ngdi trd lai trén mit ghé da, nang lanh king noi:

“Ta con trong rang ngwoi mdt hdi thu hoa nhap ma, dem su tinh trude kia déu da quén . Ta da bao nhiéu ndm khong c6 nghe duoc nguoi kéu hai tiéng
nhi ty. Lic ay nguoi vira goi nhur vay, ta that sy cao hitng,”

Ngudi no cting khong ndi chuyén, mot lat sau, hén dtmg 1én. PAu ha anh sang mit troi nhur dat ngoc vao ta 4o tréng va mai toc den ciia hén, chim rii
xoay dau lai, d6i mét hén trong sang, mi dai che boi toc mai, thye | mdt phong than tuAn nhi tudn my nam ttr, ¢6 mdt chit han khi, c6 mot chit hoi thd
mét moi, nhung déu bi che Ip boi nu cudi 6n hoa, gidng nhur xuin phong 4m 4p.

Hén nhin Dung Hirong that 1u, bdng nhién nhe nhang ndi:

“Néu goi ngwoi nhi ty, nguoi c6 thé dem chuyén ctia ta mdt nim trude ké cho ta nghe, néu dugc ta s& goi ngwoi vo s6 lan, mjt mure goi dén khi nguoi
chan ghét moi thoi.”

Dung Hurong gidt minh mdt c4i, bong nhién 16 ra vé mit so' hii, nang thip giong noi:

“Niém Hurong, nguroi khong can m ta khé xir . Tinh cha, nguoi khong phéi khong rd ring. Han ra Iénh moi ngudi déu quén chuyén ngwoi tau hoa nhap
ma mdt nAm, nhur vay chuyén nay chinh 1a tuyét d6i cam”

Niém Hurong goi 1én khoe mbi, cudi dén hwoi biéng:

“Mot khi da nhur vay, ta cling khong can biét. Ta di hoi cha, cha cling khong chiu n6i cho ta biét, a sQ'ta cam théy hdi hin sao? Ly hoa cung tiéu cung
chit tu hoa nhap ma sau danh mit thin tri, chi so xdu di khong it. Nguoi lic 4y nhin thiy ta, c6 phéi rt ngbe khong?”

Dung Hurong chit ciing khong cam thiy hén dang do hoi, 1ap tirc thanh that gat dau:

“La phi thurong ngbe, chi biét 1 tranh sau kg nang kia, giong nhu tiéu Cau. . . . . . ”

Nang bSng nhién che miéng lai, 0an han trirng mit nhin Niém Huong:

“Nguoi lai mubn do hoi ta! Ché ta bi cha trimg phat 1 chra du sao? !

Nang dot nhién dtmg Ién, xoay ngudi rdi di, di chua duge miy budc, lai vong trd v&, on nhu am ndi:

“Niém Huong, cha ddi voi nguoi ky vong 16n nhit, cho nén trong ty dé ba nguoi chi ¢6 nguoi tu day lyﬂh(")a} bat kiéu. Tuy rang luyén dén thirc thir tam,
nguoi tau hoa nhap ma, nhung bay gio khong phai da pha tan cira &i khd khan? Nguoi vi sao khong thé giong nhur trarde chuyén tdm tap vo, khong hoi
thé su?”

Niém Huong ling lang nhin dam suwong mi1 vAy quang dinh nii nhu dat ngoc, chiing hinh thi ky quéi, tuy nhién ching tong hoi khau thanh mdt nhan hinh,
nguoi kia, Inncamthaytuaho d6i voi chinh minh quan trong phi thurong, Nhung v6 ludn nhur thé ndo, Inncungkhongnhoro 17t cua nang, d6i voi nang
hét thay ciing khong mot chit 4n turong, Nhung nghi toi , day long s& c6 dong nurde 4m king & chay qua, xa la, cling rat gan giii, gidng nhau mot vién keo
ngot, ngot ngao, dot nhién huu lai.

Dung Huong noi ” Nang kia , ¢6 thé thy duoc ning dich xéc ton tai. Nang k ai? Nang bao nhiéu tu0i? Nang dung mao ra sa0? Khoang thoi gian mot
nim, hin d3 trai qua nhitng gi? Han nuon biét, nhurng ai cling khong ndi, hoi cling nhur khdng, khong bang dirng phi sirc Iyc.

Tuong tu nhu dau, hén ciiing i d6i véi mot c4i a0 anh twong tur nhur vay, néu nang nhin héin viron tay, hén s& di theo sao. . . . . . ? Dung Hurong bong
nhién thin sic nghiém nghi dtmg 1én, nhin phia sau hin xoay ngwoi hanh 1&:

“Phy than.”

Niém Huong dimg Ién, chdm rai quay dau, da thiy Tuyén o cung cha di dén,, ¢hom rau mau bac ¢ trude ngire lic hr, hai mét dAy nét tur uy. Pa bao
nhiéu nim, han chi can bi d6i mat nay nhin, lién khéng dam co6 chit loi long. Han cti dau that manh, hanh le:

2 Phu thén”
Tuyén [3o cung chii nhin hén mot hoi, b5ng nhién 16 ra mdt nu cudi hién nh, 6n nhu noi:
“Niém Huong, gip nguoi that tdt, ta that sy vui mimg cuc ky. Ly hoa bat kiéu tu huyén nhu thé nao?”

Hin khong dam so sy, trAm giong noi:



“Da ta cha thay ta quan cung, thirc thir tim rdt cuc phéa tan. Chinh 1 vin non nét nhur cfi, khéng c6 bién phap dat t6i canh giéi ctia cha.”
Tuyén lo cung chii cudi vO vd bd vai ctia héin, 4n hén ngdi trén it d4, gidng nhau cin ban khong ¢6 nhin dén Dung Hurong hanh 18, cudi noi:

“Nguoi con tre, moi hai muroi ba. Ta hai muoi ba ngay ca thir thir tur cling chwra pha tan dau! Tir tir s€ duoc, tu chit nguoi t6t, mdt ngay ndo do c6 thé
vuot qua ta. Ly hoa cung ngdy sau phai nhd vao nguoi phat duong quang dai roi! Niém Huong, nguoi khong dé cho ta that vong,”

Niém Huong rii mét xudng, nhe nhang dap img. Tuyén ko cung chi hai long git dau, rdt cuc chi  t6i Dung Hurong, hin dimg cudi, trim giong ndi:
“Dung Huong, khong ¢6 cting dé dé ciia nguoi n6i ung tung diy chir.”

Dung Hurong séc mit ti nhot, con chura t6i kip noi, lai nghe Niém Huong cuoi hoi:

“Cha, cac nguoi c6 chuyén gi gat ta sao? Nhi ty c6 thé cling ta n6i Ion x6n cai gi? Nang xubng niii s6 lan dau c6 nhidu.”

Tuyén ko cung chii thoai mai noi:

“Ciing ding, nhi ty nguoi tir trude dén nay 16 miing quét cudng, don thuin cyc ky, day ngudi lira con khong biét. Nguoi tam thoi bt chude gidng nd
di.”

Hién lai noi nhan thoai, bdng nhién chinh than sic. Noi:

“Diing 1di, ta ¢6 viée quén giao cho hai ngurdi di lim. Pai ca cac nguoi ¢6 viée khong thé ngimg lai, Cét trudng o cong hre ciing khong di, chi ¢6 hai
nguoi cac nguroi ¢ the lam.”

Niém Huong sém biét cha khong c6 vice gi tuyét d6i s& khong ctng bon ho ndi mjt cau nhan thoai, Jan ndy di dén tat nhién c6 nay dung y, lap tirc chi
trammac gat dAu, khong biét hin lai mudn nhic song gié gi lén. Tuyén hao kiét, khong hd tén hao kiét, ly hoa cung nhén hodc Ia khong ha son, nuon

xuong i tit nhién s& & trong chbn vo Am m modt phen dai sur. Mudi nim trude dai ca Minh Hurong xudng i, ba nim trurée day Dung Hurong xudng
nfi, déu am toan bo v Am [Am vao rung dong,

Hén dén nay moi chinh thirc bi cha khién phai xudng ni, binh thurong hdn xuong i bét qua la di ra ngoai du ngoan timg trai, cha d6i voi hén so véi

nhitng ngudi khic déu dung ting mdt it, duy chi ¢6 hén xudng nui khong can hoi dén. Lan nay, hin rdt cyc mudn chinh thire khién phéi héin ra ngoai sao?
Chuyén ¢ dai hoi Thai Son ludn v, ky tdm toan tinh, udc chirng c6 thé doan mdt hai didw. .. ...

Qua nhién, Tuyén o cung chi trAm giong n6i:

“[ﬁn nay Thai Son ludn vo dai hdi bi Dung Huong m)ng Minh Huong nhidu loan roi, chi so toan bd vd ]ﬁm‘m,)i nguoi sé dbi v Ngoc phong sinh 4c cam.
Bat qud, cling khong duoc! Ngoc phong tir truée dén nay khong phai hang nguoi tham hir danh! Nhung lan nay phai Thai Son hai cai chuéng mbn nhan
tua ho doi voi Ngoc phong chung ta c6 thanh kién rat 16n. . . Dung Huong, nguroi ctng thiéu nién Tham Tiéu Giac dau thang, ndi cho ta nghe cam giac.”
Dung Huong lanh nhat noi:

“Cbt céch thanh ky, hyc finh ngd cao, phan tmg ky khoai, thét 1 v hoc ky tai. Chi can hdn khd luyén nim nim, ngay ca dai ca ciing s& khong phai ddi
thil ctia héin.”

Tuyén ko cung chit loat chom rau gt git dau, anh mt 10 ra anh séng lanh, thip giong noi: «

Namnim . . ... Namnam! Ta khong c6 cdikién nhan cho doi! Lan nay cting phéi Théi Son c6 chuyén xAu, ngay khac hén tat nhién tra thi. Trir cay
phai trir trude khi thanh dai thuk, mubn nhanh chong phéi trir tan gbe! Niém Huong, ngwoi hiéu duoc y cia ta.”

Niém Hirong 1ong mi chura ha xudng, ctii dau ndi :
“Hiéu duoc. Cha 1 mudn toan thiy, van B dau nguoi?”

Tuyén ko cung chii lanh nhat ndi: “Khong cﬁp mang ctia hin! Nguoi thay ta phé vo nghé ctia hiin di, kham mot c4i canh tay mang vé. Phéi Thai Son c6 ai
dam ngin trd, toan b gict, d€ bon ho bict dén chii nhan Ngoc phong, con sém tam tram nam!”

Niém Huong ctii ddu dép (g, 1ong mi tht dai chin anh mit, ai ciing nhin khong ra thn thai trong méit hin.

Trong phong im éng , chi c6 tleng 1at sach thanh. C6 ngon gio am ap thoi t6i trén mit, mang theo mii hoa ngot ngo, con ¢ miii nurde tra thom ngat ctng
i thom myre nuée. Han Dy Tran c6 chit mé mang mo to miét, tira hd khong thé hiéu duoc minh dang & noi ndo. Hin giat minh, man xanh trén dinh dau
rung hai cai, trén ngudi cac vét thuong phat ra cam gidc dau dén, nhung ciing khong kho chiu. Han so én, trén nguoi da duoc bang bo bang vai tréng,
thyre Ki ludng,

Hin mxf)n n6i chuyén, nhung vira én tiéng, lai thiy ¢4 hong co' hd mubn boc hoa, phat ra am thanh khan khan, nhin khong duoc ho hai tiéng, tac dong
miéng vét thurong, mot tran dau don.
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“Han cong tir, nguoi tinh lai !



Mot thanh 4m thanh thily tir bén canh truyén t6i, hiin voi vang quay dau, da théty L& Canh b sach xubng, thiing bude di lai ddy, tw nhién ngdi bén
girong, so én tran cta hin, ndi nho:

“Tot Bmy, rdt cuc khong phat sOt . Hién tai cam théy nhu thé nao?”

Hén kho khéin khan giong ndi :

L& Céanh vdi vang bung mdt chén nude tra hoiNIat]lLdG ph}'a sau lung ctia hén, chdm i cho hén 116ng. Han Dy Tran uéng mOt mach hét phan nira, 1ot
cuc tho phao nhe nhdm, L& Canh nhe nhang vo vé lung han, 6n nhu noi:

“Cham mot chut uéng, cAn thin sac.”

C) tay nang tring tuyét hién ngay trude mit, thin minh gin hin, tin mét ra mii thom, trong anh niit tran day thirong hai.
Hiéin nhét thoi dong tinh, hon nhe cd tay nang, Aim bam noi:

“Pa lam phién nguoi, camon. . . . . .
L& Canh stng sbt mdt chit, hién nhién khong hiéu dugc cai hon kia, nang budng bat tra, cham rdi noi:

“Khong can cam ta, ddy Ja dao ly. Moi nguoi xuat mdn xong x4o ngoai giang hd, cho nhau chiéu cb méi 1 dao Iy.”

Néu khong phéi trén ngudi vai tring cudn Ay hén khong thé thd, Han Dy Tran that mubn bat cudi, ning tua hd dbi véi viée cam on lubn tim cach thodi
thac. Khong cudi xong, chot nhé t6i cai g, voi vang hoi:

“Tu Ma c6 nirong dau? ! Con c6 Ho Duong Fo tiénsinh. . . . . .
L& Canh vd vd 1dng ngue ctia hén, nhe giong ndi:

“Dlng nong voi, ta Ap tire néi cho ngwoi biét, ngroi khong nén kich dong. Ngay d6 1 nhur véy. . . . . . ”

Nguyén Han Dy Tran bon ho di theo Ho Dwrong xudng nii s, wdc chimg boi vi miéng vét thurong mét mau rat nhiéu, Han Dy Tran & giita swdn nii lién té
xiu . Ho Duong ciiing khong ¢ dé  t6i, chi dem Tap Ngoc nén roi di trudc, hai ty d¢ L& Canh dem Han Dy Tran khiéng xuong i, lai khong dam di
khach san, so' vii lim nhan sitim, chi ¢ nong gia thué mot gian phong 6 dc. Dan xep xong xudi, L& Viroi di Thai An, tro ve Hb Nam Nhac Duong, huéng

phu than L& Than Nhan ké chuyén luan vo dai hoi, nit khac nhiéu hon nita muén mdt vang, chi vi bon ho 1in dau tién budc chin vao giang hd, khong
nhin duoc 1ong ngudi hiém 4c, ban dau bi ngudi kira di hon phén nira.

Vét thurong trén ngudi Han Dy Tran ciiing khong sau, nhung mat nh‘iéu mau, L& Canh lai mdi khong ndi dai phu, chi co thé chinh minh thay hzfln bang b
bdi thude, cling may nang muru huge thong y thudt, khong ¢ gi sai lam. Ai ngd dém dé han ma bat dau phat sot, sot dén ba ngay, cho téi budi sang hom
nay moi do hon.

“Nguoi ¢6 thé tinh lai that sw 1a qué tdt, ta van lo Fing, chi so 1 minh ché sai duoc vat.”

L& Canh nhe nhang n6i xong, thiy hén trén tran con c6 mdt chit md hoi, lién ding tay aothay hdn cha lau, than thai tyr nhién, khéng cé mdt chit bdi rbi.
Giai nhan khong c6 nhi tAm [ ngwong ngling], Han Dy Trén ciing 14 tAm vién y i, nhin khong duoc sa vao 1ong nang, du hudng trén ngudi nang dua
t6i, gid by bo dang vo lurc, tdi sat nguc nang. Le Cénh chi nghi han bénh nang moi khoi, huong chi nang doi chuyén nam nir hoan toan khong bict, nhat
phai thién chan, duoc ngudi ta dong long cling khong biét.

“Néu Tu Ma ¢b nurong bi H) Duong lo tién sinh mang di, ta ddy cling khong vi nang lo ling, Chinh 1 Niém Huong bi ngurdi mang di, Luu Van ¢b
nurong sinh tir chura biét, that sy khién ngurdi quan tm.”

Hin tho dai mdt hoi.
Lé Canh chot néi:

“Niém huong huynh cat nhan déu co thién twong, Luu Van ¢6 nuong cling vay, nlﬁt‘ dinh khong c6 chuyén gi. Hudng chi Liru Van ¢6 mrong dugc Poan
Moc cong tir mang di, nguoi néu that sy lo ling, sau khi vét thuong khdi, ching ta lién cting tim Poan Mdc cong tir trong nha xem.”

Han Dy Tran thip giong ndi:

L& Canh c6 chut ky quai gio Ién may:



“Vi sao khong mudn? Nhiéu nguroi van dé dang hon, day 1 cha ndi cho ta biét .”
Han Dy Tran nhim mit lai:
“Takhongphéi. . . . .. Y kia. Nguoi thit sy khong 15 sa0?”

L& Céanh kh6 hiéu nhin héin, twa ho 10 ring céi g, lai vin nhu khong rd rang, viti du suy nghi, lai theo théi quen bat dau can moi. Han Dy Tran hit mot
tiéng, v€ sau chi s¢ han s& rat cyc khd. Han dua tay, nhe nhang cham vao mbi ciia nang, 6n nhu noi:

“Pumg can, tring ra roi. L Canh, nguoi nén chim séc cho ta.”

L& canh”A” mt tiéng:

“Han cong tir, hay | L& Canh c6 ci gi chd déc t6i? Ctr n6i ding ngail”
Han Dy Tran xa xim noi:

» Nguoi ta nguoi cling xem rdi, ngwoi ching 18 khong nén chidm séc? Trir me ta, con chura ¢6 nir tir xem qua dau. Ngwoi khong mubn cham soc ta, vé
sau ta s& thé nao?”

L& canh chi cam thiy khong thé tudng trong, hén ndi rét ding, lai gidng nhur c6 cai gi khong ding, nang 1 con mot séch, bi héin vira nguy bién noi bét
d4u ho then.

"Y.oo. Mot khi da nhur vay, L& Canh nhét dinh phy trach!”

Nang cip cép git dau, hoan toan khong biét minh da ban chinh minh. Han Dy Tran cuoi giong ho ly:
“Néu L& c6 mrong kién tri chiu trdch nhiém, tai ha tir chdi thi bat kinh . Quy rdy quiy rdy.”

“Nga, hd then hé then! Han cong tir hdo hao dudng thuong di, dimg suy nghi nhiéu.”

Nang thay hin dich dich chan, tréin an hin ngii, sau d6 tré vé an tién doc sach.

Nang cam thiy ¢6 gi khong ding, nhung rot cude chd nio khong ding, nang lai khong nghi ra dugce . Ci dau nhin trang sach trong tay, dép én c6 thé
theo trong sach tim duoc khong? Cha tirng ndi qua, trong sach déu c6 tat cd, nang van I ngoan ngodn vii dau lat sich xem
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Chuwong 35

Giét nguoi trong dém phai chon dém khong tring

Pém nay khong ¢ tring, tAng miy rat day. Hau vién im ang, chi c6 4m thanh lau kiém rat nho Cac su huynh dé déu ngu roi, hén lai ngi khong duoc,
hon mdt thang trude canh trong & dai hi uan vo con 16 mdom mdt. Negbn tay bi da thuong, vét seo van con. Pau dén, khé chiu ciing van con.

Trong tay hin némmot khdi da day, chdm rdi cha sat kiém ctia minh. Kiém, tén 1a Tudng Duong, 1 chudng mon nhén phai Thai son Lich Pai Don
truyen bao kiem, cho du bong dém thét day, n6 van tda ra hao quang sac bén.

Tém da trén tay hin chot rung Ién, hén trén mt 16 ra than sic thong khd, dem ngon tay lén miéng ding sirc cin. Lai bit dau rdi, tir khi bi co gdi la ding
doc dinh da thurong ngén tay, mbi ngity vao nira dém, goc ngén tay déu dau nhire vo cling, im nguroi ta phai dién cudng dau dén.

Nhung hén khong kéu ra tiéng, chi | dimg stre can, can. Khong biét qua bao lau, dau don rét cuc di qua, han mét moi tha tay xudng, gwong mit ngang
budng day md hoi, trong anh méit da tran ngdp mét moi nhin nai.

Ludn vo dai hoi bi nguoi Ngoc phong pha hity, nhung bn t6ng hai churéng mon d&u nhét tri chimg churéng mbn tir nay do hin dam nhiém. Pay 1 mot tin
nhiém, lai B mdt ganh ning, hén rit 16 ran, hin m6i 1 thiéu nién hai muroi tudi, chura c6 chit khéo nghiém nio.

C6 I8 tbi nay s& dén.

Tiéng gi6 gio thét, mdt thanh bang lanh d& vao ¢6 hin, sau dé mdt nhu 4m con lanh hon thanh kiém vang 1én phia sau hén:
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“Tham Tiéu Giac?”

Thiam Tiéu Gide cham rai budng tAm da, mit khong déi sic, trAm giong not:

“La ta. Céc ha ching 1§ 1d nguoi Ngoc phong?”’

Kiém khong dong, ngudi no néi nho:

” Quay lai.”

Thim Tiéu Gidc nédm chit Tudng Duong kiém trong tay, chdmréi quay lai. Hin bSng nhién mo to hai m%it nhin! Giéng nhur tang may di dé 16 anh tring,
trurde mit han dirmg mot thang quang dich nam tir tré tudi, ngoc thy IAm phong, han ding kiemké vao ¢d ctia minh, thoat nhin lai giong nhu danh dan
choi ¢ binh thuong nhan nha.

“Ta 1 Tuyén Niém Huong.”

Hén than nhién noi ra tén minh:

“Nguoi biét ta dén vi gi khong?”

Thém Tiéu Gide trAm mic mdt hdi, moi lén tiéng:

“T6i giét ta . Ngoc phong nhn déc t6i phai Thai Son, lai kiéng ki tirong lai ta s& tra thiy, cho nén sém dén trir bo ta. Tuyén tién sinh, ta néi ding chir?”
Niém Hirong nhin héin, ndi nho:

“Néu biét, vi sao khong trrde trdn di? Nhiing bubi ti lién tuc & dinh vién héo lnh, 1 chd ching ta sao?”

Thim Tiéu Gidc mip may mbi, bdng nhién Ion tiéng noi:

“Boi vita 6 Iy trdng cia ta! Ta khong mudn chét cing tiéng la hét va bao thi sau nay! Ta nghi ding phwrong phép don gian dé giai quyét!”

Niém Huong nhiu may mim cudi :

“Nguoi nghi ding phuong phap gi?”

Tham Tiéu Gide trAm giong noi:

“Ta biét minh by gt khong phai k dbi thi clia ngwoi, nhung 1 ta tinh nguyén quang minh chinh dai so tai véi nguroi! Ta néu thua, nguoi giét ta cling
dugc, nhung thinh khong can tim phai Thai Son gy phién toai! Ta néu thang, cling muon ngudi Ngoc phong tir nay vé sau dung t6i day dua phai Thai
Son! Ta chinh la nghi nhu vay!”’

Niém Huong bdng nhién né ny cudi:

“Qué nhién 1 bién phap don gian! Nguoi cam thiy ta s& dap tmg sa0?”’

Tham Tiéu Giac nghiém mt noi:

“Ta chén ghét cdi logi luc dyc v6i nhau, ta luyén vo, chi vi theo dudi canh gidi! Cho t6i by git cling khong c6 nghi t6i mudn di xam pham bét lujn ke
nao! Nguoi s€ dap ing! Bai vi néu nguroi khong nghi s€ budng tha ta lien s€ khong ciing ta ndi chuyén!”

Hén vira n6i xong, trén b kiém lién dau mét. Niém Huong dua kiém tr6 lai ngyre, than nhién nhin hin:
“T6t lam, ta dong y. Dén day, quang minh chinh dai ty thi””

Thim Tiéu Gidc ky that ciing khong nghi héin s& dép (g, nhét thoi ngy dai, dang mudn néi chuyén, lai nghe trén dinh dAu truyén dén giong nit lanh nhur
nhu bang:

“Niém hurong, khong can kéo dai thoi gian. Lam viée cha phan phé di”

Hin voi vang ngéng dau, da thiy trong dinh vién trén cau hoe 16n khong biét tir bao gior bach y nit tir d& ngdi, khubn miét giéng nhur bang tuyét tao nén,
dung 13 nir tr ngay d6 ding dinh doc véi minh!

Niém hurong lanh nhat noi:

“Ta ¢6 chil ¥ ctia ta, khong can nguoi t6i xen mdm”



Dung Hurong séc mit tram xudng, van la ngoan ngodn nggm mi¢ng, Tham Tiéu Gidc gio tay cam kiém, trudc d6i véi hin lam vai chao, n6i nho:

“Ta t6i rdi! Tuyén tién sinh.”

Niém hurong khong doi hiin n6i xong, kiém quang dot nhién chot 1oe, dam théng ciia hén méit! Nhat kich nhanh nhur tia chop! Nhung héin mau, Théim Tiéu
Gidc nhanh, 1p ttre gio kiém vira do, “Pinh” mdt tiéng, d& lay thanh kiém ngang mt. Aingo Niém Huong dan than kiém trén kiém cta han truot di, lai
huréng mat trai han dam.

Tham Tiéu Gide voi vang nghiéng dau, hai chén dnag ra, xoay mdt vong, phan thi mot kiém dam toi! Mot kiém nay cu nhién vo ich! Niém Hurong clnng
biét lic ndo da & phia sau hin, Thim Tiéu Gidc tham chi co thé camnhan duoc tiéng gi6 ctia than kiém trong tay hin dAm xudng, con c6 han khi. Han
d6t nhién trAim hong, dinhién té ng, du 1a nhu thé, vAn chdm mdt bude, bi hin xé mit mang toc lon.

Thém Tiéu Gide chura kip hoan hon, ngudi ndy kiém thuat vi tit nhét hru, than phap cting Ia ky quai, hén qué thyre khong thé dudi kip. Lap tirc wira dimg
1én, Niém Hurong sém dudi lai, uén lung, lai ra mdt kiém! Tham Tiéu Gide chi c6 thé lubng cudng tay chén chdng dd, dan thiy s& bi thua. Niém Hurong
dot nhién ra chiéu voi vang, 16 ra mdt so ho, Thim Tiéu Gidc nmurng 0, 1ap tic dudi theo, Va} cai dong tac mau le, liéc thay so ho bén hong dinh ddm. Ai
ngo chiéu thire chura tdi, Niém Huong bong nhién phan thu lai, “Lan” mdt tiéng, kiém ctia hén véang ra ngoai!

Tham Tiéu Giac hoang hét, tro mét nhin kiém quang trong tay hiin dam t6i ¢6 hong minh. Xong roi! Mang ta xong rdi! Hén con chura t6i kip nhim méit
lai, chot nghe ctra dinh vién truyén dén mdt trén 6n a0 ndo ddng, tirng dot ting budc chin nhe vd cting, lai hon ddn voi vang. Co nguoi dén day? !

Trén vai héin bdng nhién cimg lai, lai bi Niém Hirong bt duoc, Thim Tiéu Gidc kinh hiii mo to niit, d4 thay Niém Huong trim giong ndi:

“Khong duroc ndi, ¢6 ngudi dén day! Mau tranh di chd t6il”

Noi xong héin mit tay bt hén én, vai c4i tung hoanh, nhe nhang khiéu thuong ngon cdy, cling Dung Hurong bién mit sau canh 4 mt.

Thim Tiéu Gi4c sau hung yéu huyét bi diém, khong thé dong ddy, chi c6 thé gitr im lng bo t6i than canh, nhin xubng phia dudi. Chi chdc 1at, bdng nhién
moOt ngudi do den chay t6i, tuy rang bong dém day, nhung ngudi nay vong eo tinh t€ mém mai, hai vai nho, 16 rang la nit tir. Nang c6 mii toc den dai,
nra nyit déu ding miéng vai den che khuat, cang ky di 13, hai tay nang déu quan ddy bang vai, trén kg deo mot thanh trudng kiém, trong tay con dang

ndm mot cay doan kiém.

Nang chay hai budc, hién nhién & khong quen thudc dia hinh noi nity, khong khoi ¢6 chit do dy, phia sau c6 ngoi voi dudi theo. Tham Tiéu Gidc vira
thay nguoi dudi theo, khong khoi thd hoc vi kinh ngac, ddy khong phai Ia cac d¢ tir tong phai sao! Bon ho sao lai dudi dén bon phai nay? !

Lai nghe méiy ngudi dé tir kia lanh Ring noi:
“Ngwoi i ngudinao? ! Bém khuya dén phai Thai Son kén it mudn am cai gi? Mau ra ddy! Bang khong day nguoi mang tang 1 nhur thé nao!”

Nang kia lai lanh ling hir mot tiéng, thanh Am mem mai uyén chuyén, Tham Tiéu Gidc bong nhién thiy phia sau thén thé Nigm Huong chin dong, hén
ciing khong con dé y, chi nghe nang kia ngao nghé néi:

“Bang miy ngudi cic ngwoi sao? Ché ndm mdng ban ngay! Ta chi hoi cac ngwoi, phong ngi Lam Huyén Trung ¢ chd nao? Nhanh chiit n6i cho ta biét!”

Nang ¢ n6i chuyén kiéu ngao nhur vdy, cao cao tai thuong, gidng nhur can ban khong dem nguoi cai ching ngudi kia bo vao trong mit. .. Tu cao tu dai,
co tinh lai d€ cho ngudi cam thay ding Iy hop tinh. Hién nhién thai d§ clia nang choc gian tong phai d¢ tr, mdt nguoi trong d6 ca gian ndi:

“Khéau khi that Ion! Dé cho ta day nguroi tic nha dau!”

Hién rit kiém, it thay mudn chém tring than thé manh khanh ctia nng, ai ngd nang kia than hinh dot nhién vira dong, gidng nhur quy my, ubn g, nhe
nhang linh hoat tranh mdt kiém kia. Trong tay nang doan kiém can ban ciing khong ra khdi vo, chi la ngan kiem ngudi no, mot mat lanh nhat noi:

“Ta von khong mudn nhéo sir! Mau néi cho ta biét Lam Huyén Trung & dau!”
May ngudi dé tir vira thiy ap ché nang khong duoc, lim sao con nhin nhin, ca d4m déu kéu lén: «
C6 ban finh dem chiing ta déu da bai! Néu khong ding nghi nhin thiy churéng mon nhan!”

Ba b(f)n ngudi ddng thoi danh Ién, dem nang vay & giita, kiém quang l6e ra, ning xem giéng bi nhdt & han quang trong dich Hac Ho Biép, cuc ky nhanh
ta thi€ém, dong tac di thuong kho coi, nhung vo cting nhanh chong,

Nang kia hién nhién bi bon ho cudn Iy, mdt phen rtt ra trrdng kiém bén hong, lai dem doan kiém vao trong tay 4o, lanh nhat noi:
“Rurou moi khong udng lai thich ubng rrou phat! Hao! Ta hom nay khong nén dé cac ngwoi dan dudng cho ta!”

Khanh mjt tiéng, nang rit klem, ca nguoi bong nhién quay tron giéng nhu con quay, kiém kia khiéu vii thinh ngin long, theo ning cao thip xoay quanh.
Thém Tiéu Gidc chot vira thiy nang str xuat c6 chiéu, khong khoi dai chan, Jim bam noi:

“‘Nay...... Pay khong phai Thién thanh kiém quyét sao? !”



Niém Huong mdt phét bt diroc lung ciia hin tam, thdp giong noi:
 Thién thanh kiém quyét? | Ngwoi xéc dinh! 27
Thim Tiéu Gidc gat dau:

“Ludin vo dai hoi ngay d6, HO Duong dén ndo loan trang, mdt kiém chém t6i canh tay Nga Mi Thity Van st thii, ding chinh chiéu nay! Tuyét dbi khong
sai! A, ta nhd ra r6i! Co gainay la d6 dé€ H6 Duong!”

Niém Huong khong ndi gi thém Trong lic n6i chuyén, nang da danh bai méy dé tir kia, mdi ngudi trén ¢b tay déu c6 méu diém, chic 1 bi nang nhay it
dam dén. Nang thu kiém, mot phen nhéic tmdt nam tir giy yéu, lanh nhat néi:

» Dan ta t6i phong nga LAm Huyén Trung!”

Nguding ¢ tay bi nang dam thing, 16t cude cam khong duroc kiém, dau nhirc vo cling, chi phai lién tuc gt dau, bi nang mot tay tho 16 dan theo, di
xudng chan nii. Nguyén nang khong biét duong, Thai Son tong phai san ¢ gilfa swon ni, bon phai & it trén, nang dau tién 14 di t6i tong phai, lac dudng
nira ngay, lai bi nhitng nguoi ndy phat gidc, moi mot duong trén dilén .

Tham Tiéu Giac thiy nang di rdi, vira mubn n6i chuyén, ai ngd Niém Huong bong nhién dan theo hén nhay xubng cay, lanh nhat nbi:

“Ching ta dudi theo xem!”
Dung Huong kinh hi, voi la En:
“Niém Hurong! Nguoi muén kim gi? | Chuyén cha phan ph6 aim sao bay gio? Nguoi. . . . . . Nguoi ching . . . . ... 7

Nang s6m nhin ra nang kia 1d Tu Ma Tap Ngoc, ching I& Niém Hurong van nghi t6i ning sao?

Niém Huong dot nhién quay dau, Dung Huong chi cam thiy day méit héin c6 g d6 dang kich liét chin dong, hén nhe nhang noi:

» Chuyén cha giao ta s& im. Nhung ta mudn di trede nhin xemed gaindy. . . . . . Nang. ..... Tacamthdy. .. ... Toém lai nguoi ding trong nomta!”
N6i xong hdn khong quay dau lai, voi dudi theo, Dung Huong chi gAp dén do lién tuc dam chén, thit s khong thé, cing chi ¢6 thé theo sau. Nang khong
thé ra tay ngin can, khong riéng boi vi anh miét ctia hdn, cang boi vi nang khong phai d6i thi Niém Huong, hén chi can quyét dinh Bim cai gi, nang cin
ban khong thé ngin can.

Mt thiy Tap Ngoc dan theo ngudi no xubng i, & trong san tong phai di long vong, rdt cuc di t6i phong nga Lam huyén. Nang dem nguoi no danh ngét
xiu ném di mot bén, rit kiém tryc tiép xng vao, tinh cach 16 méng nay, ngay ca Dung Huong ciling so ra kém

Niém Huong dan theo Thim tiéu gidc nhay xudng xa ngang throng, dy ra mdt manh b, nhin k¥ lai. Tap ngoc mdt cude da ving cira, lanh nhat n6i:
“Lam Huyén Trung! Dmg Ién cho ta!”

Aingo nang vira dirt loi, trude mét bong nhién mdt dao han quang ha xudng, théng it nang, toc do cue nhanh. Tap Ngoc dai giat minh, p tirc lui vé
phia sau, udn lung, do Ay kiém kia, nhung boi vi dong tic qua manh, nang Am cdy trdm r6t, mai toc den dai nhur théc nurde d6 xudng,

Lam Huyén Trung sém nghe dén dong finh, van rit kiém chd doi, ai ngd nhét kich khong triing, hon nita ngudi t6i lai 1 nix tir tré tudi, hén khong khoi
sting sot, 1ap tirc vt kiém qua ngure, lanh Ring noi:

“Ngudi ki ai? Toi hm gi? 1”
Téap Ngoc bt iy toc ctia minh, vt lai sau hung, lanh nhat n6i:

“La ta. Phung sur ménh dén Ky tinh mang ngwoi.”

Lam Huyén Trung that s khong thé tuwong dugc ngudi thiéu nit nay con dam t6i phai Thai Son, khong khoi trim giong noi:

“Tu Ma ¢6 nurong! Ngwoi khong ¢6 dao ly! Bémkhuya t6i choi, thi khong phai gian sao tirc 1a dao chich. Hudng chi ngwoi néi ning 16 néing! Ngwoi
thyre mudn tréu dua thay tro phai Thai Son? !”

Tép Ngoc diém nhién ndi:
“Lén mat! Ai cho nguoi goiténta ?!1”

Khi phach ctia nang dam miii quy toc, Lam Huyén Trung méc dii 12 dai phéi chuéng mon, nhung trong khoanh khiic d6 ciing hanh 1&. Han hit mot hoi, noi
nho:



Quén chtia?!
Trén néc nha ba ngudi déu giat minh, nang di nhién 1 thin phén cao quy nhur thé? !
Tap Ngoc lanh nhat néi:

“Khong sai, ngroi con nh 16 thin phén ciia ta! Ngwoi trong v im biét thén phén ta chi o ngwoi! Boi vy ta nhét dinh phéi giét ngwoi! DO phéi c6 tiéu
nhan muon cd ndy lam ban thanh danh cha ta!”

Lam Huyén Trung thiy nang rat khong phin rd phai trai, lai im nhur minh dung, khong khoi né nu cuoi kho:
“Quén chuia
Hén 6n nhu n6i:

“Lammd thé, kiép nay tuyét khong dem than phan ngwoi dé 16 ra di. Lam md 5t x4u ki nhat phai tong sw, chéng I& con chua di dé By cho nguoi tin
tudng ta sao?”

Tap Ngoc dirng mdt chut:

“Ta...... Ta ciing vay khong mudn giét ngwoi! Nhung su phu bao ta nhit dinh phai toil”
Nang tu luyén mot thang, sau H6 Dwong néi véi ning cau n6i dau tién 1a:

“Giét Lam Huyén Trung. Han biét than phan ctia nguoi, rdi rinh md Thién thanh kiém quyét, ngiy sau kho tranh khoi ding céi nay ap ché. Chi bang tram
thao trir cén!”

Nang lap tirc phan ddi, kién quyét khong ddng y, vi thé H6 Duong gian dit, thiy trd hai nguoi mjt cuong, mot kieu ngao, ai cling khong chiu ai, cubi
ctng thé nhung dénh nhau. Nang da thuong it Hb Duong, hai canh tay ctia minhciing bi héin da vo s6 vét thuong, Cudi cling nang thua, khong thé
khong tuan thit 10 hira giét nguroi.

Lam Huyén Trung hit mdt tiéng, bdng nhién quy xudng, gio ba ngdn tay lén noi:

“Ta, Lam Huyén Trung, hoém nay lic nay thé. Ngay sau néu tiét 16 mdt chix vé than phan Tu Ma Tap Negoc, sinh thoi bi ngii 16i oanh dinh, khong chét tir
t€ duoc! Sau khi chét xuong dia nguc chiu nan cat ludi, tron doi thoat than khong duge!”

Sau d6 hén Iy kiém cit ngon tay, nhét thoi mau phun ra. Han nging du nhin Tap Neoc, chdm rai ndi:

“Nhur thé, quéan chua con chua tin tai ha?”

Téap Ngoc thdy hin chan thanh, chi buéng kiém, ni nho:

“Kia. ... .. Ta déy s& khong giét ngwoi! Nguoi tuyét d6i khong thé d6i y! Bang khong ta that sy mudn dem nguroi giét!”

Lam Huyén Trung thiy ning xoay nguoi phai di, khong khoi voi la lén:

“Quéan chua!”
Téap Ngoc quay dau:
» Sao? Nguoi mudn dbi y2”

Nang p tire rit kiém, canh giéi nhin hén. Lam Huyén Trung trdm niic thit Au sau, bdng nhién n6i nho:
“Nguoi. . . .. . DA tap Thién thanh kiém quyét rdi?”
Téap Ngoc ngang nhién n6i : ” Nhur thé thi sao?”

Lam Huyén Trung duong nhu ¢ gi d6 mudn ndi, nging dau thiy nang tuy rang che mit, ciing i bd dang nhit phéi doan trang, hin khong khoi nhd téi ba
nam trude day bén Tay Ho ti€u c6 nuong da cho minh vang,

“Quién chua, cho ta xem mit nguoi dugc khong?”
Khong biét vi sao, héin bdng nhién dira ra mdt yéu ciu hoang duong.

Tép ngoc ngin ngo, bt quéa van theo 1i 10t 16p vai bd xudng. Anh tring bdng nhién tir trong ting méy di ra, nang kia dudi anh tring tyra nhur mot tang



lua mong, 1At nha xinh dep nhur theé. Trén née nha Nigm Huong trong nhay miit d6, chi cam thy tréi tim b c4i gl ding sitc d4nh tring, d6t nhién dimg
lai, sau d6 toan thin mau ciing bat dau déo hru, han chi ¢6 thé ngo ngac nhin dung nhan ctia nang, mdt chit cling n6i khong duoc.

Nang la ai? Nang I3 ai? Nang Ia ai? !
Hén hoi chinh minh, nhung khong ai cho héin dép 4n. Than thé hin, tit ca ¥ thire, déu vi nguoi kia ma thirc tinh. Nhung héin khong biét nang 12 ai.

Lam Huyén Trung kinh ngac nhin nz‘mgo'hc;)i tudng lai mdt ndm kia giip nhau, nang nghiém tic nhur vy, nghiém tic dua cho chinh minh mdt khdi murdi hai
lrong vang, sau d6 nghiém trang bao han:

» Hao nam nhi sao c6 thé 3n xin trén ph? Rét khong c6 chi khi! Tién ndy ta cho ngwoi muron trude, cam km diém sinh, chd kiém tién co thé nudi sbng
minh dirng quén tra ta gap boi!”

Hin tyr nhién khong phii tén hanh khat cai, tuy nhién tiép nhén n6 nhu mdt tim chén tinh cta nang. An dre nhur thé, héin thé nao hdi bao ? Han mo hoi
w6t dAmmd nghi mdt thang trude trén dinh Thai Son, hén lAm tran i bude. Lic tat cd moi nguoi doi dich nang, han vi mdt tia tham niém rit ui.

Lam Huyén Trung bdng nhién vd 40, cung kinh quy xudng, gio ba ngén tay chi 1€, trim giong noi:

“Quén chiia, Laimmd cudc doi ndy cho dii lan mbi gy ludi, ciing quyét s& khong tiét 16 thin phan quan chia mdt chix!”
Téap Ngoc thdy hin bdng nhién dimg dén nhur thé, khong khoi than nhién cudi, ndi nho:
“Purogc 104, ta tin ngroi! M6t ngudi nam nhan, sao c6 thé tiy tién quy xuéng? Mau dimg én!”

Mot nu cudi thit sao gidng nhau trim hoa dua nd, kidu diém cuc ky. Lam Huyén Trung nurée mét da kin, cli xudng thit sau, that lau khong ndi gi.

Niém huong kinh ngac nhin nang xoay ngudi roi di, bong dang mau den giong nhur mdt con buém, rit nhanh lién bay xa. Han chi cam thy tim ctia minh
dap cang lic cang lon, giong nhur, 1p tire s€ nhay ra khdi nguc vay.
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Chuong 36

“NiémHuong? . . . ... Niém Huong? !
Dung hurong ghé vao 16 tai héin thap giong kéu, hén dot nhién hoan hon, lai nguyén khong biét khi ndo da dan theo Thim Tiéu Gidc vé noi san héo Knh.

Noi niy vin con virong chit mau, 1a nang kia moi vira rdi d4m bi thirong ¢b tay phéi Thai Son dé tir. Niém hwong kinh ngac nhin mot hdi 1au, bdng nhién
ding chan di vét mau, ding bin dat lap ching di.

“Nguoididi”

Hin nhe nhang n6i xong, dem Tham Tiéu Gidc tha ra. Thim Tiéu Giac rit lui miy bude, bat khé tu nghi nhin hin, tra hd khong thé 1y giai hin moi vira
16i céi gl

Niém huong lAnh damnéi :

*Tham Tiéu Gidc, nguoi mGi vira n6i, 1 that timnéi? Nguoi luyén v3, chi vi theo dudi canh giéi, khong phai 1 vi thurong ton ngudi khac. Ta tin trdng 1oi
nguoi..., cho nén ta cam doan khong giet nguroi.”

Théam Tiéu Gide so run that 1u sau, chim rdi noi:

“‘Neuoi. .. ... That sao nguyén y tin twong? Khong so mot ngay kia ta dbi y, phan cong Ngoc phong cac nguroi?”
Niém Hurong mim cuoi, trén v?mg tran vé ngao nhién voi hién, hén n6i nho:

“Viy ciiing mudn xem ngwoi ¢6 thé dén dau, ta homnay c6 thé giét nguoi, mudi nim sau ciing ¢6 thé giét nguoi.”
Thim Tiéu Gide trimg mit nhin , chAm rdi, hin cling cuoi, nim chit tay, cét cao giong not:

“Ta néu d& dang khién cho ngwoi giét, lién khong goi Thim Tiéu Giac!”


http://ebookfull.net

Hai ngudi nhin nhau cudi mot hdi, trong nit chi ¢6 hai chir hoa hodn. Niém Hurong nhin héin khé gt dau, xoay ngudi vira mudn di, lai nghe Dung Hurong
lanh nhat noi:

*Niém Hurong, ta da d& dang tha cho ngwroi hai ln! Tiy himg ciing ¢6 mot han do! Cha phén pho, ha c6 thé cho phép nguoi tity y am nhur tro dia? 1
Nang gio ¢ tay lén:

"Ngwoi khong dong thii, lién dé ta m dil”

Nang tir ong ban tay chéng biét tir lic ndo xuat hién mdt tiéu dao, chi thdy that dai, a han quang de ra, nhin qua di thurong sic bén, nang lanh king néi:
“Ta khong chi mudn canh tay, tram thdo trir can, 1a mubn mang clia han!”

Nang gio tay 40 tung mdt quyén, trong long ban tay mjt dao han quang thing huéng ¢b Tham Tiéu Giac vach toi. ThAm Tiéu Giac that su khong thé
tudng duge nit nhan nay n6i dong thi lién dong }hﬂg 1ap tirc it lui may budc, trén co chot lanh, van bi dag clia nang lam thuong da thit, mot tran dau dén
lanh nhu bang. Dung Huong nhat kich khong the thi, kich lung 4o u6n ¢o, phan th lai mbt dao. Aingd c6 tay bong nhién ctmg lai, Dung Huong dot
nhién quay dau, 1a Niém Huong dung sau bat duge tay nang.

“Chuyén cua cha, ta s& giai thich, khong nhoc nguoi quan tam.”

Niém Huong lanh Ring néi xong, ngon tay kep ly, dem tiéu dao trong long ban tay nang nhanh cudp di. Dung Hurong trim giong ndi:

“Ngwoi B mudn lién hyy ta? Nguoi biét rd cha sing nhit ngwoi, xay ra vin d&, hin chi biét dén trach phat ta!”

Nang tay trai kh& cong, ba ngon tay nhéch Ién, nhe nhang linh hoat hudng ¢d tay Niém Huong bit ly.

Mot chiéu ny 1 s6 trurong trong nhédy mit ctia Dung Huong, chi can bi nang bt iy, canh tay (,iéu da run Ién, NiémHhwong khong ddm chim tré, chi i
phéi budng tay ra, mot tay kia cling khong nhuwong , hai ngén dura lén, nhanh nhur tia chép bat ly vai nang. Dung Huong nira ngudi nhat thoi khong the
nhvic nhich, hai vai syp xudng,

Nang lanh lanh trirg mit Niém Huong, sau mit lic 1au, méi noi:

“Nguoi khong dugc hbi han!”

Niém Huong nhiu mdt chiit miy, nhe nhang noi:

"Nguoi trude kia khong phai mot cai dong a danh giét nguroi, hién tai vi sao dem mang nguoi coi nhur chuyén vit? Khong mot 10 cling s& giét ngudi, ddy
modi 1a cho cha khong thich & nguoil”

Dung Huong cén chit ring, o4n hin trimg mét hén, 4nh it séc bén lanh nhur bang gidng nhur dao kiém, lai gidng nhur hoa diém. Niém Hirong nhin nang
hoi lau, 16t cuc 6n nhu nodi:

“Chuyén Hac cong tir di qua ba ndm rdi, nguoi rd rang khong thé budng, 16 rang trong 1ong cure ky han cha, vi sao con ¢d tinh dé hén diéu khién
nguoi?”’

“IIII I,I]iérlg! 2
Dung Hurong bong nhién thip giong rdng Ién, ning diing mdt ngonas tay khéc 4n vio tay Niém Hirong,
“Tuy nguoil”

Nang lanh Iing n6i xong, xoay ngudi roi di, can ban khong nhin dén vach tudng cao, than thé nhe nhang nhat tung, gidng nhur mbt dai diéu tuyét tring ,
lap tirc x0ng Ién, khdng con bong dang,

Niém huong nhe nhang hit mdt tiéng, quay dau nhin Thdm Tiéu Gide dang run s im vai chio, trAm giong ndi:
“Béo trong! Céo tur!”

Thim Tiéu Gi4c Eing king yén nhin bong déng ctia héin bién mét trong bong dém, Vét thurong trén ¢b con tai té t€ dau, hén ciing khong biét trong long 1
cai gl. Nghi k¥ lai, chuyén dém nay qua thuc tyra nhu mong, Xuét ho y liéu, hén vin khong biét so hai, van con mot tia hung phan, mdt chit kich dong,
Hin xoay ngudi , hudng phong ngi ciia minh di dén, budc chan ran chéc, twa hd mdt lan nita ¢b iy diing khi cing tin twong. Han nhat dinh s& cang
manh, cang manh!

Niém Huong rat nhanh lién dudi theo Dung Huong, nang da khong con bon chay, chdm rdi di trén dudng nho trén nii Anh tring mdng lung xuyén thiu
qua canh | rim rap, 6 trén nguoi nang loang 16 quang anh. Mai toc nang that dai sau kg, bong lung gy yéu nhin qua lai c6 mdt hurong v bi thirong tiéu
diéu. Niém Huong trong nhdy mit ciing c6 mdt loai cam giéc, gidng nhur chi cin ding ngén tay nhe cham vao, nang s& giéng nhur tan ra, s& tim khong
thdy mot chit dau vét.



Hén nhin khong duoc hdi twong lai ba nim trude ddy nang 16 roi ddy mit trd lai Ngoc phong, khi 6 anh mét ciia nang cudng loan thoat pha . Cha déng
ctra khong cho nang vao, nang wéc chimg quy ba ngiy, co hd nhur chét di, sau giira trua dai ca dem nang bé vao, chinh hin di cdu xin cha, cudi cing cha
m6i mot lan nita nhin nang, dem nang giam & nii Ngoc Thai, nghiém cAm nang di ra nira budc.

Nang xuong nti khong riéng gy dai hoa, 1a cing nam nhin bo tron, bt ctr ménh nh gi ciia cha nang cting khong nghe, ca ngay chinh la cing Hac cong
tir & tai Triéu hac cung. Hién timg vung trom di vao d6 thiim mot Fn, bon ho thiyy chung & bén nhau, giéng nhur than tién quyén lir. Cho 61 bay gid, hin
ciing khong biét dén tot cung nang cuing Hac cong tir e d6 xdy ra chuyén gi, giai ngau bién vo chdng bt hoa, nang hién tai thdm chi ngay ba chit Hac
cong tir ciing khéng mubn nghe dén.

Niém Hurong buée nhanh hon, nghif dubi theo kip nang, ai ngd nang bdng nhién ngimg lai, king king quay dAu nhin hén. Anh miit ciia nang k tham thay
binh tinh giong nhur vé mit, lam han giat minh.

“Niém Huong, nguroi s& khong hiéu. Khong phai ta dAu hang cha, ma 14 ta dAu hang chinh minh. Ta ciing vay khong phai hin cha, ta 1 han chinh minh.
Do6i mét i ta, nd rit vo dung.. . . . . .

Nang tho dai.

Niém Hurong khong biét nén ndi c4i gi, khudn mit ti nhot ctia Dung Hurong dur6i anh triing kia gidng hoa bach hop, 1am cho hén khong khoi lai nghi t6i
¢6 gai do den kia, nhat thoi suy nghi dang Ién, 16t cude n6i khong ra loi. “Thai cic dong dudi rao, du nhién gip Nam Son. Ai, Dao cong thét sur 1 hio
tinh tinh! Pay mdi la cao nhan an cu!”

L& Canh mt bén doc sach, mdt niit tan thurdng, nhin khong duoc ngﬁng du nhin déng rudng ngoai clra s0, thd dai mot hoi:

“Ta wdc chimg I vinh vién ciing khong con tur chit thé hoi y canh ndy Vira nghi t6i mudn mbi ngay tur minh ha dién lam 6, phong canh nhan nhi ciing bi
mat. That khong 15, Pao tién sinh moi ngay cay rung s€ khong cam thay phién toai sao? Nay con ¢ the thai ctiic xem Nam Son ?”

Nang lim bam lu bu , khong d& phong mdt ban tay bong nhién dura dén, dem séch ctia nang nhe nhang rit di. L Cénh nhanh quay dau, da théy Han
Dy Tran mim cuoi bay xem sach bia sach, nhe nhang thi than:

“Pao Uyén Minh thi tip? Nguyén nguwoi thich loai nay. Tudi con tré, kho trach cing 1o nhan khé dung hoa, mdt chit tinh than ciing khong c6.”
L& Canh h4 mdm vira mu6n phan bac, Han Dy Tran lai ding ngén tay diém & mbi ctia nang, cudi noi:

“Nguoi dimg clng ta bign, ching ta t5t xau n6i s& khong lai nhau. Thurong thé ctia ta t6t 6, ching ta khi néo thi di Doan Moc thé gia? Ngwoi dimg quén
101, nguoi da somdap ung dicingta .”

Lé Canh noi:
Phai doi 1& vi tdi roi moi c6 thé rdi di nha, bang khong hin dén déy, ching ta khong & day, mot minh héin nén lim céi gi bay gio?”
Han Dy Tran e e dau:

“Hén ciiing nmurdi sau tudi rdi chir? Dén lie hédn phéi truong thanh 16i, hdn cting khong thé & nha dura vao phu thin che chd, xuat mdn dyra vao ty ty che
chd. Nam tir han dai truong phu, hanh tiu giang hd von i nén mdt nguoi, bang khong vinh vién khong thé thanh tai.”

L& Canh hit mot tiéng;

“Nguoi n6i ¢6 dao 1y, nhung 1 trong mt ctia ta, L& Vi van chi i dtra bé, mudn mdt minh hin hanh tiu giang hd, that sy khién ngudilo Fing, . . . . Nang
dirg mot chiit, bong nhién ngac nhién néi:

“Han cong tir, y tir ctia nguwoi chiing 1§ 14 ta ciing vAy nén mdt minh bude chin vao giang hd, khong nén phién todi nguoi?”
Han Dy Tran d6 khoc do cudi, héin mo ra hai tay, bong nhién dem nang bé 1én, 6m di trong long,

” Goi ta Tran, khong cAn Han cong tir Han cong tir , nghe qua rat khach so.”

Hién thip giong ndi xong, nhin chiim chim ning bdng nhién nit nang d6 1én.

“Caikia. . . ... Hancongta. ... .. Trén sach n6i quén tr giao damnhu nuée. . . . . . Neuoi, ngwoi ¢ thé trude buong . . . . .

Nang thi thio n6i xong, trong long 6 mt cam gidc ngira ngay, trong 16 miii ngiri dwroc hoi thd ctia hiin, nhin khong dwoc tam than dai loan, voi vang
muon duy tri hinh turgng, lai luc bat tong tam.

Han Dy Tran cudi noi:
“Nguoi goi tén ta cai gi?”’

L& canh kinh hoang, khong ddm nging dau nhin 4nh niit ciia hdn, danh phéi kinh ngac nhin miéng ctia hén, nin nira ngay moi nghen ra mt cai nho nho



Vira dirt 10, mi nang mém nhéin, hén nhe nhang hon lén, dén vao mdi ning, nhe nhang vudt phing, Ay i hon, Lé Canh lai ngly ra nhu phdng, bong
nhién dem dau sau nay hudng I€n, gap dén do lap bap:

Han Dy Tran de gay nang, ding strc hon kén di, day nang biét cai gi goi Ia tinh yéu namnit. Nhe nhang vubt ve, sau do chim i cay mo gan bo, quan
x04n quan quanh, 6n nhu than mét. Trong ldng Lé Canh lanh run, co ho dtmg khong ndi. Hin dem nang 6m nhe nhang 4n léntuong, cti ddu quyén luyén
h6n nang, Trén ngudi nAng c6 mii nurde tra thom ngat, cang nhiéu hon 3 Miac Huong, cuc ky thanh nha.

Thét lau sau, Jiu dén L& Canh néu khong hit tho' s& chét di, hin rdt cuc budng ra mdi ctia nang, dimg dAu udi mon trén moi nang, n6i nhod:

“Ta cho t6i bay gio cling khong nhan minh 3 quén tir, sao lai thém quan tir trong sach no6i voi ta?”’

L& canh”’A” mot tiéng, bdng nhién c6 chit ton thwong, rii nit xudng, 16ng mi vut sang , khong biét nén ni cai gi

Han Dy Tran ghé vao tai nang, 6n nhu n6i:

“Ta chi mudn nguoi that thanh nif tir, cho nén ching ta nén gAp rit mot chitt. Ta man phép cing voi nguoi ning nhu mét.”

L& canh lai’A” mot uéng, du nang la con mot sach, cling 16t cude hiéu 16 nhing 101 tan tinh ctia hén, nhét thoi xdu hd cd ciing img hong, voi vang day ra
han, nhung khong thé wirot ra, gap dén do nang kéu nho:

“Han cong tr!”

Han Dy Trén cyc thich vé it nhur thé, rd rang da xau hd ma trc, con ¢b yvan hdi hinh turong ciia minh, ning khong biét rang, nang tuyét khong gidng
thanh céy hoa ctic ki€u ngao ¢6 tich , ning la mt dda thurge dwoc kiéu diém, lai hoan toan khong biét vé dep ctia minh. Thiy ning cin mbi, lai 1 ra vé
mit khong biét im sao, trong long hiin rung dong, bét Iy ¢ tay ciia nang, cti dau hon.

Negoai cira s6 bdng nhién truyén dén tiéng dong ctia tay a0, Han Dy Tran lp tirc canh giac dem Lé Canh che di phia sau, quay dau lanh nhat noi:
“Nguoi toi 1a ngudi nao?”

Negoai cira s6 tiéng vang nho, tra hd i ¢6 nguoi quy xudng, sau d6 mot thanh 4m trong tréo va lanh king ctia nit tir vang lén:

“Nhi cong tir, dai cong tir ¢d thu dua én.”

Han Dy Tran c6 chit kinh ngac, hin di dén bén cira s6, chi thdy mdt ngudi mic 4o trang, nhung ¢ tay 4o cing ¢d 40 déu méu den, mdt nif tir tré tudi
quy dudi dat. ing vay, day 1 trang phuc Huréng hac cung, chi I, dai ca sao biét héin ¢ noi nay?

Mo hd doén duogc tAm tu cta hin, nit tr tré tudi lai noi:

“Dai cong tir mubn thude ha néi cho nhj cong tir, ngwdi méic du tai Triéu hac cung, nhung tAm trong giang hd, nhi cong tir vo ludn & noi ndo, hén déu nhé
lay.”

Han Dy Trén goi én khée miéng, that sur 1 nhirg 14 dién hinh Hac cong tir ndi, hén qué thire c6 mot doi quy nhén, chuyén gi ciing biét. Han gat git
dau:

” Pua thu ddy, nguoi ¢6 thé trd vé.”

Nang kia d4p lai, sau d6 mdt phong da den phong thur bay t6i ban, nang kia d4o mét da khong thiy tam hoi.

Hin léy ra xem, xem hét nhin khong dugc bat cudi, mit bén cudi mit bén e dﬁu, 0 g0 giéy viét thu:

“Mubn hrdi im ra ngoai du ngoan, con mubn tim ¢6 nhiéu nhur vay! Khong biét ¢6 phai co thiép dong dic ndo loan, m cho hin phai tron di mot hoil”

Neuyén trén thur viét hoi lu khong théy Nhi d8, rat 1 nhé, cho nén hen wéc dau thang sau gip trong thanh Lac Duong Thién Huong tiru lau, niit sau con
bd thém mdt cau khong gip khong ve, ding mire nude qua loa budc vong quanh mdt tién hac nho nho, c¢é chut sinh dong.

Han Dy Tran dem tin bo vao trong 40, quay dau chot thiy L& Canh than sic kho hiéu, chinh i kinh ngac nhin minh, héin khong khéi stmg sét, ndi nho:

“Lamsao vay?”



L& Canh [ic lc dau, thap giong noi:

“‘Neuyénlai. . . . .. Nguoi 1a nguoi Hudng hac cung,”

Han Dy Tran di t6i nhe nhang nim ba vai ctia nang, n6i nho:

“Hudng hac cung thi sao? Nguoi khong thich?”

L& Canh hit mdt tiéng, nhe nhang déy ra, chip tay im vai chao:

“Huéng hac cung 1 danh mdn tiéng tim limg Iy giang ho, ta lic trudc van khong biét, dic toi Han cong tir. . . . . . ”
Nang 101 con chura n6i hét, da bi Han Dy Trén tire gian kéo vé:

“Ngwoi ip lai lan nira?”

L& Canh nhe nhang noi:

“Lic ra cira, cha timg bao cho qua, nhin thiy danh mon dé tir nhét dinh phai ton trong, tuan thit nghiém ngit ngdén hanh ctia minh . . . . . Ta, ta luc truée
¢6 nhiéu chd déc t6i, khong co nghe theocha . . . . . . Nguoi, nguoi s€ khong trach ta?”

Han Dy Tran ném ngudi clia nang, thd dai:

“Con tudng k& ngwoi mubn n6i gi! Nguoi véi ngudi két giao, bo qua thén phén di? Nguoi B binh dan nir tir ciing t6t, kim chi ngoc diép ciing tot, ta déu
khong d€ y. Ta chinh la thich nguoil”

L& Canh mét d6 Ién, voi la Ién:
“Nguoi. . . ... Lam sao ngwoi ¢6 thé n6i nhur viy! Ngwoi van I giang hd danh mon! Lai khong ¢6 1€ nghia?”
Han Dy Trén ha ha cuoi:

“Ta Ia khong biét cai i 13 I8 nghiia!”

Hin mot tay bé nang, vong vai vong, cudi noi:

“Ta chi biét, ta thich mt nit tir, ta ién mudn phi I& véi nang!”

L& Canh so t6i mirc Ion tiéng kéu Ién, hinh tuong ciing khong con . Han Dy Tran hon nhe mé nang, 6n nhu noi:

“Poi khong duge dé dé ctia nguoi rdi, ching ta ngy mai s& xudt phat di Lac Duong, trude tién gip dai ca ciia ta, lai thuan dudng di Poan Moc thé gia.
Puoc chia?”

L& Cénh thy minh khong dép tmg ciing s& bi hin bit dép (mg, danh phai gat dau, Bp tirc dé lai mot phong thur tai nong gia, mudn bon ho ché i€ Vidén
thi chuyén giao. Hai nguroi ngay hom sau bat dau khéi ngay, hudng Lac Duong di téi.
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Chwong 37

Thang sau Lac Duong, canh twong nhét phai phon hoa, trong thanh Thién Hurong tiru Ju lon nhat dang rt dong khéch. Han Dy Tran ciing Lé Canh vira
vao ctra, lap tirc ti€u nhi nhiét tinh ra dén, kéu thirc an va ruou.

“Lau 3 Tuodng Thyy sém da c6 ngudi bao 16i?”

Han Dy Trn hoi, néu héin nhé khong lam, dai ca béo s& doi ¢ lu 3 Tuong Thyy Thién Huong tiru u Lac Duong, béi vi noi d6 vi trf ot nhét, phong
canh cling tot nhat.

Ti€u nhi’A” mt tieng, trén mat than sac kinh né:
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“Ngai nhat dinh 2 Han cong tir! Vi khach nhan kia d4 doi ba ngdy ! D4 sém phan ph tiéu nhéan thiy nguoi dén moi én Jau!”

Dut 1oi hén p tire vb 4o di trude, cung kinh mdi hai ngudi lén lau 3, con chura di dén cira thang lau, chot nghe tir Tuong Thuy vang toi tiéng nir tir, xen
lan am thanh ctia ty ba, lam tAm nguroi nglra ngay. Han Dy Tran nhin khong duoc bat cuoi:

“Hén mdi ca nit?”
Tiéu nhi v rt gioi noi, p tirc bdi cudi ndi:
“Vi gia nay thich ndo nhiét, miy ngudi ca nit kia ciing i nhitg ca nit ndi tiéng nhit Lac Duong, méy chi khic that ciing khong sai.”

Han Dy Tran am thim lic dau, nguoi nay! VU’é'c chirng vinh vién ciing khong d6i duoc tit xau phong dang d6! O nha tham luyén son phén i, xuAt mbn lai
con muon tréu choc mdt phen, that hét thuoc chita!

Hin quay d4u nhin L& Canh c6 chit khin trrong;
“Dai ca cla ta | mdt ngudi 16 miing, 101 hén ndi, toan b khong ding, Nguoi chi m nhur van nghe 12 duge.”

L& Canh diém gat dau, trong 1ong lai nghii sao ¢6 thé lam nhu khong phat hién, khong noi hén I dai ca Han Dy Tran, t5t xAu hin ciing 13 trén giang hd
tiéng tam g 1Ay Hac cong tir, ngay ca c6 16 méiing, cap bac I nghia van khong thé thiéu .

Han Dy Tran ddy cira Tudng Thyy, da thiy bén trong nhitng tiéng nit tir oanh oanh yen yén, plmn hdng vang nhat, ty ba vang Ién, gitta mdt nam tir 40
den, ta vong phai lau, hao bat khodi y. Mot ni tir 40 hong r6t rurou cho hin, hén mdi udng dén mdt ngum, nging dau thiy Han Dy Tran dimg 6 cira,
khong khai lap tirc nd nu cuoi.

“Nguoi rbt cude da t6i, ta con twong ngwoi trén dudng danh cudp! Tré nhur vay! Hai ta phai cho!”

Ngudi kia cudi dimg 1én, thanh 4m trim thép hivu e, khién ngudi ta thdy uy quyén, cing ci dang vé phong huru ciia hin bay gidr thit khong hop.

Han Dy Tgén di t&i, hai huynh dé dap nhe vai nhau mot cai, cudi n01 vai cau nhan thoai. L& Canh gap ngudi niy thﬁn hinh cao 16n, tuong mao oai hing
cue ky, hién nhién la nam tir phwong Bac vi dai, cing Han Du Tran nho nhé tuan t khong ¢6 chut tuong tur, cam thay khong khoi rat kinh ngac. Hon
nita hén nhin qua wdc chimg c6 hon ba muoi tu01 101, hai mét nhin quanh nhu dién, tuy rang xen [An trong mdt dm nix nhan khong chit thé théng, nhung
khong c6 mot tia dam loan, im ngudi ta liéc mét mot c4i lién nghi dén trurong kiém giang hd, khoai y an ciru hiép si

L& Canh yén king quan sat, bdng nhién nguoi no xoay dau nhin ning, nang chi cam thiy anh mét ctia hin nhu dién, bi hén nhin nhu vy, sau g 16ng to
déu dung dimg Ién, khong tu chi duoc dimg thing lung, khong dam khinh nhon.

Hac c6ng tir nhin nang mdt hdi, bdng nhién cudi noi:

“Nguoi tiéu tir nay, ta ndi lim sao t6i tré nhur vay! Nguyén trén dudng c6 my nhan im ban!”

Hén huéng L& Canh di t6i, nira diém 16 méing ciing khong c6, chinh dimg dén vai chao, 6n nhu ndi:
“Khong biét phurong danh ¢ nurong? Nhi dé ciia ta trén dudng di phién toai nguoi chiéu ¢d, camta!”
L& Canh voi vang hoan Ié:

“Pau co dau cd! Hac cong tir that su 1a qua khach khi! Moi nguoi xudt mon bén ngoai, déu I chiéu tmg lAn nhau ! Tiéu nix ho L&, tén mot chix canh. Pa
nghe dai danh cong tir, hdm nay wira thay, qua nhién la anh hing hao kiét! Lam nguoi ta ngudng mo!”

Nang lai theo thoi quen cii hanh dong, Hac cong tr trong 4nh it hién 1én mot Y Cuoi, v@ it nhur vy 1am héin nhin qua nhu wira bi birc nhin, nhung lai
mang céi tinh tré con ky la. Han hoc L& Canh hoan I€, sau d6 hoc nang lam diéu dirng dan tram giong néi:

“HO then ho then! Chinh B mong danh, khong déng nhéc dén! Lé ¢6 nuong chang I¢ 1 héu nhin H6 Nam L& Than Nhan? Qua nhién thin théi bt pham,
hé phu sinh hd tir!”

L& Canh lan dAu tién gip duoc ngudi hoan 18, voi vang vira mubn tra lai, lai bi Han Dy Tran 16i canh tay ngdi trén ghé, hén tho dai:
“Céc nguoi xong chua? Pai ca! Nguoi tinh tinh niy khong thé stra? Lé Canh ciing khong phai 1d ngwoi tiy tién Ky dua gion duroc!”

Hac c6ng tir lic nay méi dimg 1én, trong anh nit con ¥ cudi, so' s cai mili ngdi tré' vé, mot tay ndm my nhan, miéng hé ra, lp tirc ¢6 my nhan dit mdt
vién anh dao vao. Han mot bén wira an, mot bén cuoi noi:

“Khé nghil nguroi lai mang ni ttr bén nguoi, nhu thé, ching I dai ca hoi chit quan tAm ciing khong c6 thé? Me ciing khong & trurde mit ta lai nhai ca
ngay! Tai ta cudi cting cling cé thé thanh tinh mot chut!”

Han Dy Tran vira nghe hén ndi téi me, trén mit rdt cuc 10 ra thin sic 6n nhu , ndi nho:



” Me ¢6 khoe khong? Phong thip con phét tac sa0?”
Hac cong tir git git dau, lai nudt vao mdt vién anh dao, méi noi:

" Me c6 Thity Thiy cham soc 1di, phong thip ciing khongvande gi! Chinh 14 ca ngdy ¢ truée mit ta lai nhai vé nguroi, con ngd ta nudi mdt d4m nit nhén
tai Triéu hac cung, mbi ngy thiic giuc ta dem céc ning dua trd vé, ta b lai nhai dau dau, danh phéi trdn dil”

Han Dy Tran cudi ni:
“Nén! Pam nit nhan ciia nguoi, ta xem dau dau! Lam kho nguoi ca ngiy, lai con mudn huong thy khong dit”
Hac cong ttr tho dai mdt tiéng, nghiéng than minh t6i sat bén canh doi vai mém mai cla mit my nhén, s¢ hai ma tréng nodn, noi nho:

“Nir tr la tuyet voi nhét trong thién tir, tiéu ttr ngwroi biét cai gi? Ta chua timg ¢6 v nghi khinh nhon cac nang, bat qua hudng thu mdt chit 6n hurong
nhuyén ngoc, chang & khong co thé sao?”

Han Du Tran hit mit tiéng R4t nhidu ndm truéc, dai ca dan theo hai nit tir & k¥ vién trd v&, con am cho me vui nirng mot tran, cho la hén rdt cuc thong
subt roi, minh ¢6 thé 6m chau. Ai ngd hdn tir nay vé sau lién tiép mang nir tir trd vé, khong phai ban minh chon cat than , chinh 1 ép lwong vi nir tir dang
thurong, hén thdm chi hoai nghi dai ca mdi lan xubng nii can ban khong phai lm viée, ma chuyén m6n chi y nhitng ¢6 gai, mbi lan tré vé déu phai
mang miy nit nhén, dan dan , Hung hac trong ndi cung nif tir cang ngdy cang nhicu. ai ca nmngaydeuotrongdo my nhan hiu ha mic 40 an com
tmrira, trir nhimg thir d6, tham chi ngay ca ngén tay ciing khong cham vao cc nang , that 1 khién nguoi khong thé ly giai.

Hién tirng nghi, dai ca i vi khong hiéu yéu i gi, cho nén thich moi ngudi, d6i voi ngudi nao déu dbi xir binh déng, tuy ring cuoi hi hi dia gion, ciing
khong dé cép dam loan. Nhung, méi cho dén Tuyén Dung Huong xuat hién, han mdi biét nguoi nhur Hac cong tir ciing 6 lic diéu ding,

Hién cuoi, nang khong cudi; hin di tan tinh, ning khong rung dong; hén di tréu choc, nang huy kiém lién thurong, Nhiéu lan dai ca déu thiéu chit nita chét
0 trong tay Dung Huong,

Hén wde chimg c6 thé Iy giai, voi nhimg nit nhin 6n nhu ma ndi, Tuyén Dung Huong la mjt t0n tai khac thuong, h‘fmyéu thich nang, lai khong tllé tréu
choc, lai khong cam Iong. Nhur viy moi ngay déu tréu choc nang, méii cho dén Ha Nam dich ton phéi vii nhyc Tuyén Dung Huong, nang cam phan kén
giét mdn d6 bon ho hon nam muroi nguol, dai ca moi lan dau tién phan nd. Han hung héng gido huan Tuyén Dung Huong mot chit, vo y dem nang da
thuong, hdi han khong thdi, phai mang vé Hudng hac cung thay nang chita thuong,

Hai ngudi bon ho cudi ctng van 1 mén nhau, ngiy do, dai ca co hd mdi ngy cling Dung Hurong & mt chd, lim cho co thiép ranh 101 da lau. Dung
Huong ciing dai ca quyét liét dén tot ctng 14 vi cdi g, héin dén bay gio ciing khong rd rang, thoi gian kia dai ca thure suy sut, mdi ngay cing co thiép dai
ctng mot chd, mdi ngaty chinh 1 udng ruou, chuyén gi ciing khong trong nom. Han di hoi Thiy Thiy, Thity Thiy ciing chi a khoc, cai gi ciing khong noi.
Sur tinh g, im cho vo chdng giai ngéu bat hoa? Ngay d6 gip duoc Tuyén Dung Huong, nang n6i khong ti mi, hoi dai ca, chi s¢ hdn cting s& khong noi
Han Dy Tran nhin dai ca dang ngira d4u cho giai nhan rét rrou, hin khoi phuc nhur ci, Tuyen Dung Hurong ciing khm phuc nhu cfi, bat qua so véi trude
cang thém lanh khbc tan bao. Vi chuyen Dung Hurong, niim d6 Niém Hirong con tim dén, hoi hin Hac cong tir dén rét cude da lam gi cai gi, hin ciing
khong & rang, hai nguoi chi co thé ngdi than thd, khong phai ngudi trong cude, thit s kho c6 thé ding & thuong gidi thich. “Dai ca, ngwoi goi ta t6i ddy,
s€ khong chi vi udng ruou nua vui?”

Cho Hac cong tr uéng can mot binh Bach 18 hoa, Han Dy Tran rét cuc ngf“)i khong yén:

“Ngwoi r6t cude ¢6 chuyén gi?”

Hac cong tir budng ci chén, trAm tw mdt chit, moi noi:

“Ciing thé, 13 nén n6i chinh s .

Hin nhéo nhéo mit mdt my nhin, cudi ndi:

“Céc nguoi di xudng trude dil Budi ti dimng quén thoi gian chd ciil”

Nhitng c0 gai kia ba ngay dén cing hdn & chung da n quen thude, biét ngudi nay ra tay khodt xude, hon nira ciing khong mubn chiém tién nghi, cam thiy
doi voi hin deu c6 hao cam, khong ai noi khong, mot dm cudi dai dap img lui xudng. Lap tire, trong Tuong Thuy céc chi con ba ngudi bon ho, an tinh
hon rat nhieu.

Hac cong tir trémngém, 1t cyuc cham rdi noi:

“Ta nghe ndi, ngudi Ngoc Phong. . . . .. Cung phai Thai Son da xay ra chuyén, phai khong? Nghe néila. . . . .. Dai cung chii nhi cung chi hai nguoi pha
hity ludn v dai hoi.”

Han Dy Tran stmg s6t, khong thé tung duoc hén s& chit dong nhéc t6i chuyén Dung Huong, Bp tirc git dau:

“Diing 1 nhur thé, Tuyén Minh Hirong ciing Tuyén Dung Huong ching nhitng pha hity uAn v dai hoi, con ngang nhién da thirong Thim Tiéu Gidc, dAm
bi thwong mdt nit tir. Viée nay vd lam cac phai thip phan odn gidn, nhung phéng chirng bon ho ciling khdng so do. Bdi vi sur tinh lién quan dén Thién



thanh kiém quyét, ai ciing hanh dong thiéu suy nghi.”

Hac cong ttr nhe nhang thd dai mot hoi, thit 1au sau, méi néi nho:

“‘Nang, ..... Van [ nhu vay, chua bao gios coi trong séng chét ctia nguroi khéc.”
Bdng nhién hén lai cudi, trén vang tran ti tim séc rt nhanh tan ra, cudi noi:

” Ngoc phong lan niy cting I giéo hoat, phai sg hii Tham Tiéu Gidc vé sau tra thiy, 16 rang tién ha thii vi curdng. Ta nhan dwoc tin tire, ndi Tuyén o
cung chii da phai ngurdi xudng ndi ddi pho Tham Tiéu Giac . DAy ciing 1 nguyén nhén ta t6i Lac Duong,”

Han Dy Tran ca kinh, voi la Ién:

“Thét sy?! Thim Tiéu Gidc cong Iye ciing khong mong, ha lai n6i giét c6 thé giét?! Tuyén o gia tir qua nong 1ong! Thét mubn cling voi nguoi trong thién
ha d6i nghich sao?”

Hac cong tir khoe miéng c6 chut quai di:

“Hoi thit hay, tl}yén lo gia tir lam vi€e tir trude dén nay cén than, khong phair viéc can m ngyét khong m Mubn giét Tham Tiéu Gidc, t€:1t nhién phai
tim nguroi giét han. Khong biét nguoi cua han phai toi 1a lio Tam hay o Nhi. V6 ludn Ia ai, lan ndy ta cling s¢ khong budng tha! Ta muon bat song ap di
Thai Son xir tri! Nguoi Ngoc Phong déc y qua sém! Thit cho 1a vd 1im khong c6 ngudi dén sao? Con viee Ho Duong, ta cling nhat dinh phai trong
nom!”

Han Dy Tran nghi mot hoi:

“Bon ho n6i vay som d4c tho, theo Thai Son chay di quan dao, tAt nhién phai di qua Lac Duong, cho nén ngwroi & noi nay cho bon hén?”

Hac cong tir v v b vai ctia hin:

“Duing 1 nhur thé. Lic nay day, ta tuyét khong mém long!”

Khée miéng ctia héin ¢6 chit nghiém khéc, rdt cuc tré lai thin théi nhan tan, 16 ra anh dué.

Hai nguoi vira han huyén vai cau, chot nghe dudi u truyén dén mdt trén on ao ndo dong, twa ho 1a cai gi viy bi danh vy, ¢6 ngudi ¢ Ia to. Chi choc lt,
tiéu nhi té chay t6i, ha mdm da kéu:

“Han gia! Han gia ctru mang ! Mubn giét nguoi I”
Hac cong tir mo cira, cau may ndi:

“Chuyén gi xay ra? Tur tir n6i!”

Tiéu nhi nude mét nude mii chdy vé mgt, voi la Ién:

“M6i vira 16i hai nguoi den day, chuong quay di dén tlep don bon ho. Nang kia kién quyét mudn Tudng Thyy cac, tiéu nhan ndi tit ca Tudng Thuy cac
s6m bi ngudi bao hét xudng dudi, nang khong nghe. Cudi cling khong mot 1oi dem tai ciia chudng quédy cat di! Han gia! Ciru mang a!”

Hac cong tir sdc mit tram xudng, ciing khong néi chuyén, day tiéu nhj lanh run ra, p tirc xubng lau, Han Dy Tran hai nguoi voi vang dudi kip. Vira di
xuong lau mdt, chot nghe mdt cai thap nhu thanh 4m ctia néi:

“Nguroi con mudn néo loan dén khi ndo? ! Ra tay d4 thuong nguoi khong biét vo cong, nguoi s& khong cam thiy xau h? 1”

Han dy bui vira nghe thanh 4m nay, khong khoi simg sbt, voi vang budc nhanh xubng, da thiy dai sanh Fiu mot ban ghé loan thét bat, tat ca moi ngudi
tr6n dudi mét ban khong damra , chuong quiy 6m nira bén mat kéu dau, miu tuoi tir gitta ngon tay chay ra. Ma chinh gilta dai sanh hai ngudi dang
dimg, di nhién 1 Niém Huong cling Dung Hurong! Han cam ly canh tay Dung Hurong, sic mt 4m trdm cyc ky.

Dung Huong than nhién noi:

“Bon ho khong biét v cong, ching I& ta nén thurong hai? Ai bao bon ho tir nhd yéu dudi! Bi nguwdi di dudilong ban chan ciing | xtmg dang!”

Niém Huong gian dir, sc mit xanh mét nhin nang, nam tay nang that chat, thoat nhin tya ho 1a tich ra tay gido huén nang. Han Dy Tran rdt cyc nhin
khong duogc voi la Ién:

“Niém Huong. . . . .. ! Nguoi. . . ... Nguoi da khoi phyc sao? !”
Niém Huong voi vang quay dau, da thiy Han Dy Tran voi vang da di t6i, hin chép tay tho dai, ¢t cao giong noi:

“Nguyén lai [a Han huynh! DA 1au khong gap!”



Han Dy Tran thiy hén trén vang tran nhit phéi thanh minh, n6i chuyén r rang, hién nhién som khoi phuc, nhét thoi cling khong biét nén ndi cai gi. Poan
duong nay da xay ra nhi€u chuyén nhwr vy, han cling khong bict tir dau néi 1én, chi ¢ thé kinh ngac nhin han, bi dong dap I¢:

“Pa laukhong gap! Niém . . . . . Tuyén huynh! Céc ngwoi sao dén dén Lac Duong?”

Niém Huong vira muén néi chuyén, lai nghe trén $iu bdng nhién truyén t6i modt trdm thip thanh 4m himg hon:

“La tir phai Thai Son tién dudng t6i day? Ban than ta c6 mdt van d& mudn hoi mot chit cac nguoi, Tham Tiéu Gide thé nao? !”

Dung Huong sac it dot nhién thay d6i, gidng nhur giip quy dot nhién quay dau, chi thy trén thang Jau chdm rai di xudng mot nguoi, 40 tring phiéu
phicu, ¢6 4o ctng ¢ tay 40 déu mau den, oai hing birc nhén trén it tran day nghiém nghi than sic. Nang nhu gip phai sdm sét, nhin khong duoc lui
timg bude, gidng nhur chiu khong dugc 4p Iuc, hai vai bat dau lanh run.

Hac c6ng tir than nhién quét nang liéc niit mot c4i, ciing khong kim gid, sau d6 4nh mét lién roi trén mit Niém Huong, n6i nho:

“Tra 101 van dé ctia ta, Tuyén ko tam.”

Niém Huong trong Iong biét nguoi ndy tat nhién 1 dai ca Han Dy Tran, hén ddi v6i nguoi ndy ngudng md da lau réL h6m nay vira thiy qua nhién chinh
khi nghiém nghi, la mt quang minh duong curong nhén, cam théy khong khoi dai thi than phuc, nhin khong dugc lién ndi 1én ¥ than can, vi thé ciing khong
so do su chét van ctia héin, ha mdm dang mudn giai thich, ai ngd Dung Hurong bdng nhién n6i chuyén.

Thanh 4m ctia nang nghe qua sic nhon choi tai, gidng nhur bi c4i gi kich thich, ciing dang voi vang deé nén:

“Tham Tiéu Gi4c bi ta giét! Théo thanh tim khdi, nguoi mudn thé nao?!”
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Chuong 38

“Dai ca, nguoi goi ta tdi ddy, s& khong chi vi ubng reou mua wui?”

Cho Hac cong tir uéng can mdt binh Bach 18 hoa, Han Dy Tran rét cuc ngéi khong yén:

“Nguoi rét cude ¢6 chuyén gi?”

Hac cong tir budng cai chén, trAm tur mdt chit, moi noi:

“Ciing thé, 1 nén n6i chinh sy .”

Hén nhéo nhéo mit mot my nhan, cudi ndi:

“Céc nguoi di xudng trude dil Bubi ti dimg quén thoi gian chd ciil”

N}l&ng co gaikia ba ngiy dén cing hin & chung da n quen thudc, biét ngudi nay ra tay khoat xude, hon nita cting khong mudn chiém tién nghi, cam thdy
doi VO’l hén déu c6 hao cam, khong ai ndi khong, mot dam cuoi dai dap (mg lui xudng. Lap tirc, trong Tudng Thuy céc chi con ba ngudi bon ho, an tinh
hon rat nhicu.

Hac cong tir uﬁmngﬁm 1ot cuc cham rdi noi:

“Ta nghe ndi, nguoi Ngoc Phong, . . . . . Cuing phai Thai Son da xay ra chuyén, phai khong? Nghe néila. . . . .. Pai cung chii nhi cung chi hai nguoi pha
iy tudn v dai hoi.”

Han Dy Tran stmg sot, khong thé tudng duoc hén s& chi dong nhéc t6i chuyén Dung Hurong, p tirc git dau:

“Dung 1 nhur thé, Tuyén Minh Hirong ciing Tuyén Dung Huong chéng nhirg pha hity lun vo dai hoi, con ngang nhién da thirong Th'flmTiéq Giac, dam
bi thurong mjt i tir. Viée nay v lim cdc phai thdp phén odn gian, nhung phong chimg bon ho ciing khong so do. Boi vi sy tinh lién quan dén Thién
thanh kiem quyet, ai ciing hanh dong thicu suy nghi.”

Hac cong ttr nhe nhang thd dai mot hoi, thit 1au sau, méi néi nho:

“‘Nang. .. ... Van [ nhur vay, chua bao gios coi trong séng chét ctia ngurdi khéc.”


http://ebookfull.net

Bdng nhién hén lai cudi, trén véng trén t61 tam sic rat nhanh tan ra, cudi ndi:

”Ngoc phong lan nay ciing la gido hoat, phai SO hz?u Thém Tiéu Gidc vé sau tra thi, 1o rang tién ha thii vi cuong, Ta nhan dugc tin tirc, ndi Tuyén lFo
cung chil da phai ngurdi xuong niii doi phd Tham Tieu Giac . Pay ciing la nguyén nhén ta téi Lac Duong,”

Han Dy Tran ca kinh, voi la lén:

“Thét su?! Tham Tiéu Giac cong hyc ciing khong mong, ha lai noi giét c6 thé giét?! Tuyén o gia tir qua ndng 1ong! Thét mudn cling voi nguoi trong thién
ha ddi nghich sa0?”

Hac cong tir khée miéng c6 chitt quai di:

“Hoi thit hay, tgyén lfo gia tir lm viée tir trude dén nay cn than, khong phair viéc can im guyét khong Am Mubn giét Thim Tiéu Gidc, t?}t nhién phai
tim nguoi giét han. Khong bict nguoi cta hin phai t6i la 1o Tam hay lio Nhi. V6 luén la ai, lan ny ta cling s€ khong budng tha! Ta muon bat song ap di
Thai Son xir tri! Nguoi Ngoc Phong déc y qua sém! Thét cho 1a vd 1im khong c6 ngudi dén sao? Con viée Ho Duong, ta cling nhat dinh phai trong
nom!”

Han Dy Tran nghi mdt hoi:

“Bon ho ndi vy sém dic thi, theo Thai Son chay di quan dao, tit nhién phéi di qua Lac Duong, cho nén ngwoi ¢ noi nay chd bon hin?”’

Hac cong tir vo v b vai ctia hin:

“Duing 1 nhur thé. Liic nay ddy, ta tuyét khong mém long!”

Khée miéng ctia héin ¢6 chit nghiém khéic, rdt cuc trd lai thin théi nhan tan, 16 ra anh dus.

Hai nguréi vira han huyén vai cau, chot nghe duéi Jau truyén dén mot tran On 4o ndo dong, tua ho 1a cai gl vy bi danh v3, c¢6 nguoi ¢ la to. Chi chic lat,
tiéu nhi t€ chay tdi, ha mom da kéu:

“Han gia! Han gia ctru mang ! Mubn giét ngudi 1”
Hac cong tir mo cira, cau my ndi:

“Chuyén gi xay ra? Tir tir noil”

Tiéu nhi mrdc mét mude mii chay vé mit, voi la len:

“M6i vira roi hai ngudi dén dy, chudng quay di dén tiép don bon ho. Nang kia kién quyét mubn Tuong Thuy cac, tiéu nhan néi tit ca Tuong Thuy cac
som bi nguoi bao hét xuong dudi, nang khdng nghe. Cudi cting khdng mdt 161 dem tai ctia chudng quay cat di! Han gia! Cru mang a!”

Hac cong tir séc it trim xudng, ciing khong ni chuyén, day tiéu nhi lanh run ra, lp tirc xudng lau, Han Dy Tran hai ngudi voi vang dudi kip. Vira di
xuong lau mdt, chot nghe mdt cai thap nhu thanh 4m ctia néi:

“Nguoi con mudn nio loan dén khi nao? ! Ra tay da thurong nguoi khong biét vo cong, nguoi s& khong cam thdy xau hd? 1

Han dy bui vira nghe thanh m nay, khong khoi simg sdt, vi vang budc nhanh xudng, da thiy dai sanh liu mot ban ghé loan thét bat, tat ca moi ngudi
tron dudi mét ban khéng ddmra , chuéng quay 6m nira bén mat kéu dau, miu tuoi tir gitta ngon tay chdy ra. Ma chinh gitta dai sanh hai ngudi dang
dimg, di nhién 1 Niém Hurong cting Dung Hurong! Han cam ly canh tay Dung Huong, sic mt 4m trdm cyc ky.

Dung Huong than nhién noi:

“Bon ho khong biét v cong, ching I& ta nén thurong hai? Ai bao bon ho tir nhd yéu dudi! Bi ngudi di dudilong ban chan ciing 1 xtmg dang!”

Niém Huong gian di, sdc mit xanh mét nhin ning, némtaynéngﬂﬁt chit, thoat nhin twa hd I tinh ra tay giao huénnimg, Han Dy Tran rdt cuc nhin
khong duoc voi la lén:

“Niém Huong. . . . .. ! Nguoi. . . ... Nguoi da khoi phyc sao? !”
Niém Hurong voi vang quay dau, da thiy Han Dy Tran voi vang da di t6i, hin chép tay tho dai, cét cao giong noi:
“Nguyén lai 1d Han huynh! D3 lau khong gip!”

Han Dy Tran thy héin trén vang trén nhét phai thanh minh, n6i chuyén 1o rang, hién nhién som khoi phyc, nhat thoi cling khong biét nén noi cai gi. Poan
duong nay da xay ra nhi€u chuyén nhu vay, han cling khong bict tir ddu ndi Ién, chi c6 the kinh ngac nhin han, bi dong dap I&:

“Pa laukhong gap! Niém . . . . . Tuyén huynh! Céc ngwoi sao dén dén Lac Duong?”



Niém Hurong vira mudn n6i chuyén, lai nghe trén Fiu bdng nhién truyén téi mdt trim thip thanh am hing hon:

“La tir phai Thai Son tién dudng t6i ddy? Ban than ta c6 mdt vin d& mudn hoi mot chit céc nguoi, ThAm Tiéu Gidc thé nao? 17

Dung Huong séc it dot nhién thay d6i, gibng nhur gip quy dot nhién quay dau, chi thdy trén thang Jau cham rdi di xubng mot ngudi, 4o tréng phiéu
phicu, ¢6 4o ctng ¢ tay 4o déu mau den, oai hing birc nhan trén it tran dAy nghiém nghi thn séc. Nang nhur gip phai sam sét, nhin khong duroc lui
timg budc, giong nhur chiu khong duoc ap luc, hai vai bat dau lanh run.

Hac c6ng tir than nhién quét nang liéc niit mdt c4i, ciing khong lim gid, sau d6 4nh n¥it lién roi trén mt Niém Huong, n6i nho:

“Tra 101 vin dé cta ta, Tuyén o tam.”

Niém Huong trong long biét nguoi ndy tat nhién 1 dai ca Han Dy Tran, hin d6i v6i ngudi nay ngudng md da lau r6i, homnay vira thiy qué nhién chinh
Kkhi nghiém ngh], la mt quang minh dwong cuong nhan, cam thiy khong khoi dai thi than phyc, nhin khong dugc ién ndi én y than can, vi thé ciing khong
so do sy chit van ctia hin, ha mdm dang mubn giai thich, ai ng Dung Hurong bdng nhién ni chuyén.

Thanh 4m ciia nang nghe qua séic nhon choi tai, gidng nhur bi céi gi kich thich, ciing dang voi vang deé nén:

“Tham Ticu Gidc bi ta giét! Théo thanh tam kh6i, nguoi mubn thé nao?!” Tir khi vét throng ctia Luru Van khéi héin, Poan Moc lién khong con c6 ngiy
yén tinh, ndng cén ban khong the im king ¢ trong phong, ¢ ngay phai ra khoi mon ngoan. Tinh tinh nay giong hét Boan Moc 1o gia, hai ngudi tham chi
bat dau thuong hrong roi bén di tim céi goi 1a tién son.

Cai ndy Iam cho Poan M¢c Dung Tué lo sg, tin nirong ttr con chura qua cira, cu nhién lién dinh léy cai tat dang so cta cha hén, thit B khong 6n? Van
bat dac di, han chi c6 mang theo Liru Van roi di Poan Mdc the gia, d€ nang cach xa cha minh mdt chut.

Luru Van 15 vui suéng, cudi gidng nhir con méo n no. Nang nhe nhang vach rém cira s6, nhin cdy xanh nii cao ven dudng, cudi noi:
"Ching ta di dau? Trudce nguroi ndi mang ta di hao ngoan, Ia cai gi?"

Poan Moc co chut chot da nang chung tra Ién, lic truoc v1 lra nang o1 dl Poan Moc thé gia, lﬁn khong thich n6i, lai bi don hoi, hén chi phéi & trong

.....

"Uy , néi chuyén di."

Luu Vén tién sat vao, gii gii méi toc dai ctia héin, nang chinh 1 Am niing nhur mot con méo. Han nhe nhang chiém Ay Miéu Trdo con, dem nang 6m
trong 1ong, cudi ciing théu dét duoc cai co:

"Chiing ta truc di Lac Duong biét phii, vé& phin héo ngoan, nguoi vé sau s& biét."

Luu Van min mé miéng, c¢6 chit hoai nghi nhin hén:

"Thét chir? Ta cam thiy nguoi dang gat ngudi? Ngwoi khong dam nhin it ctia ta!"

Poan Mdc giuong it nhin nang, nang md trimg hai mét, bdng nhién né ny cudi, "Tinh ", nang dudi lung mdt cai, ndm xudng ném ém:

"Cho di1 c6 that hay khong, ta ciing viy khong thém dé ¥ . Chi can ¢ thé di ra hit thd khong khi, ciing rat vui vé."

Poan Moc néng tay nhe nhang vudt toc ciia ning, nang thodi mdi t6i st han trén di, t6¢ den budng trén ta 4o triing tuyét clia hin, hén tinh t& nhat kn,,
thay nang tét thanh bim téc, trong xe mdt manh an turong yén tinh, chi c6 trén ban nude tra theo xe ngwa chim rdi rung rinh, tin mét ra swrong khéi than
nhién.

Luru Van nhdm mét lai, co hd mudn ngtl, xe ngwa bdng nhién dimg lai, trong xe hai nguoi déu la hoi kinh hii, Poan Mdc trdm giong nbi

:"Ngoc dai, lam sao vay?"

Tiéu Ddng ngoc d4i & bén ngoai voi la lén:

"Cong tu! Phdi. . . .. La Tu Ma c6 nuong!"

Luru Van v0i vang mo cira xe nhay ra ngoai, bén ngoai anh néng nhur ngoc, thang sau néng git, dam vao trong mét ngudl, nang gip trude xe ngwa mot
cu mé den dimg siing, mot bach y nit dang cudi, anh mét nang so vdi bau trdi dém con nhur sau hon, théng nhin minh.

"Tap. ..... Téap Ngoc!"
Luu Van Am bam kéu mit tiéng, Tap Ngoc nhin nang hdi IAu, rét cuc 10 ra mdt nu curdi 6n nhu vui mirng, Lau Van cling nhin khong duoc nita, hét lon:

"Tap Ngoc! Tap Ngoc! Ngwoi di dau vay? ! Vi sao khong dén tim ta?"



Tép Ngoc nhay xuong ngwa, mit chitt cét ban lung tung, sic miit ning ¢ chit tréng béch, mit ciing gay rét nhiéy, cang 16 vé mot doi it giong nhur
nuée ho trong sudt tham thity. Nang cti dau 6n nhu nhin Liru Van khoc 1o, sau d6 ning tay thay nang lau mrdc mit.

"Ta chi i mudn t6i liéc mét thiim ngwoi mot chit, nhin ngwroi hanh phiic, ta rdt cuc an tAm."

Nang thip giong ndi xong, trong énh mit ¢6 chit wét. Méy ngiy nay, ning co' hd mdi ngity déu bi 4 mdng im bimg tinh, trong mong, chi ¢6 bong déng
mau xam cuia han bay di, cting Luu Van mau d6 tuoi chay ra tir nguc.

"Nguoi séng t6t vay, ta that sy rat vui vé."
Tap Ngoc so sO toc ciia nang,
Laru Van hit hoi, voi la 1én:

"Nguwoi khong ¢ dy, ta tuyét khong tot! Nguoi dimg di | Ching ta vish vién ¢ ciing mdt chd ! Ta cing ngwoi di tim Niém Huong, dem han cudp ve!
Tap Ngoc! Tap Ngoc! May ngay nay nguoi & cho nao?"

Tap ngoc mim cuoi:

"N6i thi dai dong. Luru Van, nguoi van tré con nhur vy, nhanh p gia dinh, vé sau 6n nhu mot it."

Luu Van tlﬁy nang vo ludn n6i chuyén hay mim cuoi déu c6 mit cam giac hu vo mo mit, cam thﬁy khong khoi dai sg, voi la len:
"Nguoi lamsao vay? Tap Ngoc? Ta. . . . .. Ta khong 13 nguoi mudn ndi gil"

Tép ngoc ngira ddu nhin nhin trdi , nhe nhing budng ning ra, 6n nhu n6i: "Ta mudn di, di Ngoc phong, Liru Van, chiic phiic cho ta."
Luru Van muén i 6m nang, lai bi nang nhe nhang ddy ra:

"Luru Vén, néu ta c6 thé binh an trd vé, ching ta nhét dinh vinh vién ciing khong tach ra. Ta di toi ddy, 1a 6m céi chét!"

Nang nhe nhang ndi xong, nhe nhang nhét tung, p tirc khiéu throng lung ngwra.

Anh néng chéi mit, Luru Van mo hd thit trén mit nang co loe ra nudc mit, lai khan bt chan thiét.

"Ta, hién tai da khong c6 duong lui . Ta da ctng phu thin xa nhau, ngudi duy nhét khong xudng duoc chinh i ngroi. Luu Vén, ngwoi nht dinh so v6i ké
nao ciing déu phai vui vé hon!"

Tap Ngoc dimg strc tung ddy cuong, cy mé phat ra dau don, bong dang ctia nang cong anh mit trdi, Liru Van trong miit hinh thanh mot hinh anh, thit Au
thét 1au vé sau, ta s& khong quén Tap Ngoc gio khic na quyét tuyét khong chit do dur.

Cy ma dat ra bon v6, hat bui ma di. Luu Van ngo ngéc dimg tai chd, mo mit, lai cam thiy c6 mdt cam gidc bi thuong, trong ong dau dén, Bm nang
nude mat khong ngirng duge.

Poan Mgc nhe nhang dét tay lén vai ning, 6n nhu noi:
"Lén xe di, s€ ¢ ngay gap lai."
Hubng chi, hin ciing véi Ngoc phong, con c6 mdt mon ng phai tinh toén rd rang dau!

Tap Ngoc vay tay d4 mé tién, nhanh bon chay, nhu vy, gi6 lam nurde mét nang kho lai. Nang da khong c6 duong lui rdi, & Kim Ling gip duoc phu
than nang, hin tirc gian cting 11 ndi bi thurong dén bay gid nang khong thé quén.

"Ngwoi mubn di tim héin, tir nay vé sau ciing dimg m nit nhi cta ta rdi! Tu Ma gia khong ¢6 nit nhi phéan nghich nhu nguoi!"
Nang chi quy i xudng, tran va mét lanh nhu bang, mt chir ciing khong noi.

...... Neuoi di di! Di rdi, ciing dimg ¢6 lai quay dau!"

Nang I roi dy mit, chi c6 dimg sirc dap dau lay ba cai, dumg én xoay ngudi rdi di. Phu thin & phia sau khan giong ndi :

"Newoi. . . ... Newoi khong hbi han [ t6t rdi! Virt bo camy ngoc thure, dudi theo mot huyén tuwéng mo mit hur vo, ngwoi khong phéi nir nhi cta ta Tu
Ma Tap Ngoc!"

Nang so run sau mot lic 1au, moi nhe giong noi:



" Bj ké v hinh wirt bo, khong khoi xéu hd!"

Phu than r6t cyc nhin khong diroc murde mét chay ra, lai qudt cudng quay hrng lai khong hé nhin nang, Nang nhin bong lung y, rét lu sau do, rét cyuc
xoay ngudi roi di.

Nangkhongthe tanhleu, nang khong thé bao & bang hitu minh. Nang c6 & cai gi cting lam khong duoc. Nhung, trir heanhdlve phia trudc, nang that
sur khong biét con c6 thé 1am cai gi. Quay dau rdi, nang tir nay vé sau ca doi ciing s& khinh thudng chinh minh, van x6ng vé trude, nang ciing khinh
thuong chinh minh.

Ludng nan, nang lya chon mot thi, lién di tim hanh phtic. Trén doi ndy, qua nhién khdng ¢ gi hoan hao?

Nang vinh vién ciiing khong biét, ic ning quyét tim 6m cai chét tdi Ngoc phong, cling c6 mdt ngum Jong tran day lo ]ang so hai di Hang Chau. Nhét nam
Nhat Bic, duong chan troi that dai, that dai, im bon ho ngay cang xa cach, gidng nhur vinh vién khong c6 ngiy duoc & gin nhau.
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Téi nay anh trang rat sang, | Niém Hirong ngdi & phia trude cira sb, diém mdt ngon dén, ciing 4nh triing toa sang, im king doc sach. Xung quanh yén finh
khong tiéng dong, chi co tiéng ve giita hé dang kéu.

Hién It ra mot t& di qua, ngdn tay bdng nhién dimg & trang gidy bén canh. Hin nging dau, it khong chut thay doi, lai bdng nhién thip giong noi:
" Khuya nhu vy. C6 chuyén gi?"

Trén bé cira s ching biét Itic ndo mdt c4i bong den dang dimg, hén miic héc y, nira bén niit ciing bi che kin, chi ¢6 thé nhin dén mdt doi mét sang ngdi.
Hin bong nhién quy xuong, thap giong noi:

"Lao cung chi c6 chuyén chuyén dat, ﬁéu cung chii chura bao i qua giang hd, cho nhén tinh thé sy khong thong, lai cang khdng c6 uy tin. Vi vay, tiéu
cung chi ndi ba thang khong thé quay vé xanh ngoc phong."

Niém Huong nguyén tuong rang cha s& phai nguoi dén chi trich héin khong gy thurong ton cho Thém Tiéu Giac, ai ngd hdn cu nhién goi minh trong vong
ba théng khong can quay v& Ngoc phong? Péy 14 ¢6 chuyén gi? Han khong khoi simg sbt mot chit, khong nbi gl

Ngudi no tiép tuc noi:

'Tiéu cung chi1 hién tai nguoi dang & Kim Ling, that sur i tht tring hop. Lo cung chii cho ring, 1n ndy néu phai v& Ngoc phong, chi bing mang theo
dau nguoi Giang Nam song sinh, coi nhur mdt mon qua."

Giang Nam song sinh? Cha khong quén loi b6n nim trrde bon ho vo timnbi? Giang Nam song sinh thuong du Trudng Giang nam la nhan vét c6 tiéng
tam lmg Ky, hai nguoi ndy vo lam thur sinh, trong ngay thirdng khong c6 viée gi lién bia dat vict sach, théu dét mdt b v lamme sang, dem danh nhan
trong gianh ho tréu dua. Nguyén ban ciing chi la toan nho nham chan tréu dua ma th6i, moi ngudi cuoi cudi cling troi qua, ai ngd bon ndm trude, bon ho
bong nhién viét nhat thién van tén 1 { luAn Ngoc phong i than thong quang dai hoan toan chd mé , bén trong 16i vé nguoi Ngoc phong, dem Tuyén lo
cung chi bia dat thanh long da hep hoi, nguoi giot ghen ti, dem chuyén ctia T6 Can Huong théu dé ki quai, hét stc khoa trirong,

Thién van nay lam ca v lim lay Ngoc phong néi diia mot thoi gian, cha lae 4y mic di khong c6 bat ky phan mg nao, nhung Niém Huong hiéu duoc
cach lam ngudi cuia han, Tuyén hao kiét 2 mbt ngudi ngrdi khong phamdén ta, ta cing khong pham dén, hudng chi Giang Nam song sinh 14 chi tén
miang mat. [ya chon bon ndm sau ddng thi, qua nhién lgi hai, day nguoi doan khong ra Ia ai da ha thi, ky tiét cam phan, lai phui sach quan hé.

Niém Hurong trim ngim sau mdt ltic 1au, bdng nhién quay dau nhin kia Hic y nam tir quy bén ngoai, nhin mdt hdi, hén bdng nhién ngac nhién ndi:

"Cét trrong lo? Nguoi i Cat truong lio? Cha im sao ¢6 thé riéng phai ngwoi ngin dim xa xoi t6i tim ta?"

Nguoi Ngoc phong nhidu nhur vay, Cat truéng o tt xiu ciing coi nhur trurdng o cip bac cao, loai chay dura chuyén, imsao c6 thé dé hin am? Niém
Huong dot nhién cam thay ¢6 chit ky quai, chuyén Tham Tiéu Giac cha cu nhién khong 6 nira diém chi trich, lai bong nhién dan han khong can quay vé
Ngoc phong, nhitng hanh vi nay that sy di thirong, cha trude kia tuyét doi s€ khong tiy tién lam viée nhur vay!

Cat truong ldo miu quang hoi hoi 16e 1én mdt cai, cting khong noi chuyén.

Niém Huong thiy hén nhur thé, i dinh trong d6 ¢6 quy ké, lap tirc dimg dy, cudi nbi:
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"Chuyén phai Théi Son ta phai di n6i cing cha! Khong bang ta vé trudc Ngoc phong, Giang Nam song sinh 1an sau ta lai dén m."
Cat trrdng lo bdng nhién bd nhao quy xudng, trAm giong ndi:

"Thinh tiéu cung chii khéng nén tity tién am viée! Lio cung chii ndi ndi ba thang khong hy vong nhin thiy ngai & Ngoc phong! Xin ngai khong can tiy
himng!"

Niém Huong cudi noi:

"Ta vé nha vdy 14 cai gi tily himg? Cét truong lo, nguoi nhur vdy ta ciing hiéu, cha chira bao gid n6i ta khong can tré vé. Ching 18 ngwoi dang gat ta?"
Cat truong 1o voi la 1én:

"Thudc ha sao dam? !"

Niém Huong b5ng nhién gian tai mét , lanh nhat noi:

"Néu khong dam, nguoi con ngin d6n ta am cai gi? Lui ra!"

Cat trudng o nhim mét lai, twa hd nhu suy nghi, mdt lat sau, hén dot nhién dap dau, thip giong , voi vang noi :

"Tiéu cung chu! Thudc ha. . . . . . That sy khong danh long gidu diém! Lio cung chit da phan phé, tuyét déi khong cho phép nguoi quay vé xanh ngoc
phong! Chi vi, sém c6 nguoi béo nang dén Ngoc phong! Lio cung chii khdng hy vong nguoi gip g nang . . . . . Cho nén, phdi thudc ha dén bam try
nguoi! Thube ha con c6 tur tam! That sur khong danh long gap Tu Ma ¢6 nwong vi tiéu cung chit thurong tim hao t6n tinh than. . . . . . Tiéu cung chu,
nguroi néu i nhét dinh phéi di, nhu vy lién dem ta da thuong, rdi dil"

Niém Huong kinh hai, lim bdm noi:

"Nang, ..... Nang di Ngoc phong, . .... 72 !"

Cat trudng 1o 16 rang da dwoc hén chi ¥, voi vang noi:

"Tiéu cung chi! Tu M3 c6 nurong ddi voi nguoi tinh thim y trong! Thudc ha d&u nhin thiy! Khi ngwoi tu hoa nhip m, néu khong phai Tur Ma ¢ nurong
déc long chiam soc, chi so lic ta dén, ngwoi sém thanh bach cot' Nang lin ndy chay téi Ngoc phong, vi ai, nguoi néu khong hiéu duoc, that su ki phu
tamnang! Lo cung chico y dan nang lén i, sau d6 truc tiép xir ! Tleu cung chi! Thude ha dia vi ti yéu, khdng xirng ndi nhitng 161 ndy, nhun, thudc

ha chinh 1 khéng muén ngwroi khong hay biét gi! Thude ha vong ngdn rdi, thinh trach phat!"

Niém Huong so' run sau mit lic lau, Cat truong o trong 161 noi giéng nhur ngi 161 oanh dinh, khién héin tim than dai loan, trong lic nhét thoi nurde mét
v0 s0 chdy ra, han muon bat lai mdt doan ky trc nao d9, lai bat khong dugc. Nang, nang di Ngoc phong. . . . .. Vihan...... ?

Hin cting khong biét trong long minh bay glo’ 1y vi g, phang phét 1 mit ngot, t6i khd hoang lién, nong nhét dung nham, lanh nhit bing, lai & cling mot
chd, cudi cling ra mdt loai co quéi tur vi. Han chém rii budng séch, hoi phét run, tim dap mot trin mau mdt tran cham, trong miéng ciing 6 chit phat
kho.

"Ta...... Ta lap tirc trd lai!"

Hén dem kiém trén ban nhéc Ién, tha nguoi nhay ra cira s0.

Ai ngdy Cét truong o bdng nhién ngiin lai hén, trdm giong nbi:

"Tiéu cung chu! Thudc ha c6 tantréch. . . . . . Liéu chét ngin trd ngwoil"

Niém hurong dot nhién nhin v& phia héin, anh it cia hén gidng nhur anh séng mit trdi trong h nude, nhét phéi thanh minh, khong c6 mot chit do du.
Niém Huong khong khéi bam mdi, cam thay ung tung phirc tap.

Cat trudng 1o thé thanh néi :
"Thudc ha da thit trach, thinh tiéu cung chu trach phat!"

Niém hurong nhin héin mot hoi, bdng nhién nang tay mdt chuong huéng ngue hén dénh! Cét trwong o khong khoi nhiam lai mt, ches doi chudng phong
danh xuong, Aingd trén vai bi vo mdt cai, Niém Huong than thé nhat tung, sém chay tron that xa, thanh &m ctia han ttr phia trude truyén dén:

"Khéng can iy cai bd mit kia nhin ta! Ta khong phai o cung chi!"
Cat truong o voi vang quay dau, Niém Hirong sém bién mét dudi bau troi dém, nira diém déu vét ciing khong ¢6. Ciing anh tring, chiéu roi nam bic

bé‘g déng, Itic nay Tép Ngoc dang lac dudng trong rimg rim. Nang ngdi trén lung ngwra, thurdng bi canh 1 budng xubng danh tring dau, cudi ciing chi ¢6
xuong dat ngua bude tirng bude trong riung,



Ngoc phong 6 10i nao, nang can ban khong biét, su phu cho nang ban d6 rat r6i, cai gi ciing xem khong hiéu, chi c6 thé mdt duong di mdt dudng hoi, tat
ca moi nguoi vira nghe nang mubn di Ngoc phong ién 16 ra thén séc so hai, chindi cho nang huéng bic. . . . . . Nhung nang da & trong rirng cay di
huréng bac hai ngay rdi, 16t cude con mudn di dén khi nao ?

Téc nang bét lai, sudt ba ngdy khong c6 timrira, ning cam giac minh vira thdi lai ban, s0 voi tén hanh khét khong kha hon bao nhiéu, bung lai rit khong
hop tac kéu Ién, nhic nhé nang ngdy hom qua rong khd cudi ciing da 3n xong, truoe mét nang da mot ngay c6 chua &n dd. Tap Ngoc hit mdt hoi tht
sau, chi vii dAu dit ngura di Ién phia trurde, vo ¥ lai bi mot nhénh cay dénh tring cam, khién nang té xubng,

Mot tréin gi6 bong nhién thoi qua, 1a ai dang ¢6 d0 &n? Newoi doi khit, cai mii so v6i thudng nhén lich mén, néng ién ngiri duoc mii mdt thit nuong , Bp
tlrc cang cam thay bung déi kéu vang, voi vang dat ngga hurdng mii truyén dén chay toi.

Pugc nira ngly, phia trude mo hd ¢6 anh lira thoang hién, mii cang dam Tap Ngoc day ra canh I4, thing di t6i, chi thiy phia trudc mot manh khong,
hai doan da trén hung hai nam tir dang ¢ trén dbng lira nuréng hai tho hoang. Hai nguoi kia vira thay mdt céi cd gai di toi, khdng khoi ngan ra, nang khudn
it xinh dep tuyét tran, nhung ma lai day nguoi chat vat, hai mit lai khong nhin ngudi, chi nhin chim chiim tho hoang trén Iuae, co hd mudn 16 u cudp
di

Mot nam tir voi vang cudi noi:

"Caikia. . . ... Cb nurong, ngwoi ciing 3 nguoi chay nan? Khong bang cing di an? Vira vin 6 thit tho."

Téap Ngoc vira thiy ¢6 ngudi moi, lai cang khong rut re, ciing khong n6i 1oi ndo, gat gat dAu bude di kén, khong cht khach khi tiép nhan chan tho dbi
phwong dua cho, dai khodi cén an. Hai nguoi kia thiy nang an dwoc nhur vay, khong khoi déu 16 ra nu cudi chét phéc, tén con lai phin ctia minh mot
nira dua cho nang,

Tép ngoc lic Bc dau, chi giat mdt ft thit tho, n xong lién lau miéng, &n no. Hai ngudi kia lai dua cho ning nurde, nang ciing khong kiéng de, ha mdm
ubng rat nhiéu, rt cuc com mrde no né, nang tim trong 4o, Ky ra hai trdm hrong ngn phiéu, dé trén ting da, dbi voi hin gat gat dau,mudn dimg lén di.

Mot nguoi trong d6 voi vang noi:

"Nay tinh c4i gi? C6 nurong, tit ca moi ngudi | ngudi chay nan, gitip do cho nhau 1 hin ma! Pem tién cit di, mot con thd ma thdi, ching ta h lai cai
hang ngudi keo kigt?"

Tap Neoc lc Fic dau:

"Ta khong c6 thé bao dép g, ngan phiéu 6 trong nay tuy ring vo dung, bit qua dén cho nhit dinh s& hitu dung. Cam on hai vi chiéu dai."
Nguoing cudi ndi:

"N6i chuyén gi bao dap! Rat khach khi! C6 nwong, nguoi tra thi lao, ché khong phai 1 khinh thudng hai ngudi ching ta khong ¢6 tién?"
Tap Ngoc thfiy bon ho ndi nhu vay, chi phai dem ngin phiéh thu lai, nguoi no lai héi:

"Xem c6 nuong voi vang, ki muén di dau?"

"Ngoc phong, Xin hoi hai vi biét Ngoc phong & noi nao?"

Nang hoi lanh nhat, nhung hai nguoi kia lai lap tir thay d6i than sic, bat kha tur nghi trimg it nang, sau mdt ic Au, mdt ngudi trong d6 moi im bam
noi:

"Ngoc phong . . . .. 2 Nhin nguoi tudi con tré, nhur thé nao cting bon ho quan hé?"
Téap Ngoc lai khong n6i chuyén, chinh 1 nhin bon ho, chd doi dép 4n. Hai nguoi kia bat dic di; chi phai noi:

"Mudn di Ngoc phong, ¢ nuong di nham phurong hudng . Nguoi hudng vé di, ra rimg ram, nhim huréng dong di t6i, s& toi mot cai do khdu, qua song
moi ¢ theé dén Ngoc phong!"

Tép ngoc vira nghe chinh minh di nhim phuong hirdng, khong khoi dai hbi han, voi la lén:

"Kia. . . ... Pai khai con di bao 1au moi ¢6 thé dén?"

Hai nguoi kia nhin nhau thoang qua, mdt ngudi trong d6 do dy ma noi:

"Nhanh thi murdi ngay, chdm thi mt thang."

Tép ngoc vira nghe con au nhur vay, p tirc néu khong néi néi, nhin hai ngudi kia chiip tay ndi ta, dit ngrra xoay ngudi di.

Hai nguoi kia doi nang di xa, mdt nguoi trong d6 bdng nhién tho dai:



"Quach huynh, nguoi tai sao muén lira nang? Nhim huéng dong di ci kia do khau, phai 2 di huéng twong phan a?"

Nam tir ho Quéch giy gy dong lira, héin trAm ngém that lAu sau, moi noi:

"Ngwoi xembg dang ctia nang, & rang c6 oan han, 13 mudn di tim ngudi Ngoc phong tinh toan. Chang 1 mubn ta ‘dem nang gian tiép dua di duong
hoang tuyen sa0? Nang con nhé? So véi nha dau nha ta Ion hon khong duroc bao nhiéu, tudi con tré, hin 1 phai v& nha ciing cha me doan tu, khong phai
chay dén tyr tim dudng chét."

Nguoing nd nu cudi, dem thit thd lép déy mi¢ng, mdt mit noi:

"Nguoi khen nguoc tim! Chéing so tiéu nha ddu quay dau hin nguoi!"

Nam tir ho Quéch ciing khong tra 101, xoay ngudi lai nhit mot it nhanh cay ném vao ddng lira, chot nghe mit sau truyén t6i mot thanh 4m nhe nhang tinh
té thanh 4m phi nam phi ni¥, 4m trin

"Nguoi khen nguoc tim, dem con moi dudi tay ko cung chi phéng chay. Nguoi khong cho nang di dudng hoang tuyén, khong bang nguoi thay nang di
trirde mdt bude di?"

Hai ngudi kia kinh haii, vira mudn rit dao chét van, bong nhién trén ¢d chot lanh, véo ha xudng, hai cai dﬁq cu nhién ctr nhu vay bi cat xudng! Thi thé guc
trir hoa doi thuong, phét ra khét let, dau quay tron lin thit xa, bdng nhién bi mdt chan dam, chan di gidy gm, bén canh con théu hoa, thét 1 nit khi .

Theo chan nhin §én trén, ciing I mot ngudi nam tir rét cao, hin méc 4o choang mau den, mit trén théu rét nhidu hoa hd diép, 1ong mi thon dai, hai it
xinh dep, thé nhung am nhu cyre ky. Trong tay han cam hai thanh dao, chinh I3 vira vung qua vung lai, dem miit day vet mau.

"Thét 13, lp tirc phai dén ndi Ngoc, lai dé hai con ché céc nguoi phé hu!"

Hén oén gian, cha cha hai tiéng, demdao thu hdi trong vo bén hong, dem dau ngudi dudi chin da, sau d6 demtay vao trong miéng, thdi mot am sic
vang vong. Chi choc 1at, chi nghe tiéng budc chan timg tran, thdm chi c6 nam sau nguoi theo cho toi chay ra, chap tay vay quanh ¢ bén canh hin.

"My ngudi cic nguoi, tré vé bim bao o cung chi, sy b ngoai y mubn, Tu Ma Tap Ngoc do ta giai quyét, quyét s& khong luu mdt chit déu vét. Méy
ngudi cac nguot. . . . . . Theo ta di. Khong thé dé cho nang ra khoi rirg ram!"'

Hén vira ndi xong, bén canh cdn cd mot ngudi s¢ hii noi:

Chu trudng 1o hoi hoi nhiu may, thé dai mot hoi:
' n

"Thét s i phién toai, ta da biét! Lap tirc ta di bit nang quay vé Ngoc phong! Cac nguoi di vé trude doi ménh!

Nhirng nguoi do dap lai, déu 4n vao trong béng dém Chu truéng lo sira sang toc, cham rii phia di vé trude vai budc, thin thé nhit tung, khiéu thurong
1én mdt than cay. Nhin nit khi nhu nit ¥, thé nhung dong tac hru loat cuc ky, khong c6 chit sai pham

Xa xa nhin thiy Tap Ngoc dan ngwa hudng mot cai thay dant trong rimg di dén, thoat nhin twa hd 1 tinh tim rira mdt phen, héin mim cudi, vo thanh vo
tlrc Ién vao trong bong dém, hudng cai hudng kia di dén
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Tuy rang lic ndy dang gitta hé, trong dAm nurée van nhu cii lanh 1o thau xwong, Tap Ngoc trude tién demngya cot vao, thay no tiy bui bam trén nguoi.
Sau d6 chung quanh nhin xem, x4c dinh khong c6 ngudi, nang thao toc ra, bo di 4o khodc, miic tiéu y nhay xubng trong dam nude.

Nude rt lanh, nang ring minh mdt cai, voi voi vang vang nhanh cha xat gdi dau cling than thé, lai so d6t nhién nguoi toi, lai linh. Hac mé tir trong miii
phun ra nudc, than thiét dem sieiu t1 sat nguoi nang. Tap Ngoc dem rira et lai, nAng tay so no, dang muon Ién bo, chot nghe trong rimg cay truyén dén
mot tieng dong rung canh 1 rat nho.

Tép ngoc kp bap kinh hai, voi vang tranh vao trong murde, lanh king noi:

"Ai? Dira!"

Nang dem doan kiém nim trong tay, canh giac nhin chim chiim ménh héic 4m, chi doi ¢6 c4i di dong lién ra tay. Ai ngd phia sau bdng nhién truyén t6i
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tiéng cudi thanh thanh:

"Nguoi dinh lam gi?"

Tép ngoc ther hoc vi kinh ngac, béan niing phan thi mdt kiém, tée 1én v s6 bot e, trude it bdng nhién mot bong den xuat hién, mdt ngoi do den
nhe nhang nhat tung, theo nang dinh dau virot qua di qua, mot phat bat duoc 4o khoac nang, tity tay némdi trong rumg cdy. Tap Ngoc ring minh, da
thiy nguoi no cudi dai ding ¢ trén bo nhin minh, khudn mét kiéu my, ciing [a nam tr &m nhu di thudng.

"Tét im, khong quan 4o nit nhén thi khong thé chay loan. Ngoan ngodn ciing ta di thoi, nghe 1 mdt chit, ta lién khong tra tin ngwoi."

Neudino vo vo tay, ¥ bao nang di én. Tap Ngoc lanh ing nhin héin sau mot ic 1, chim ri noi:

"Nguoi 4 ai?"

Chu truong 1o thd dai mdt hoi:

" Hoi thét la v6 nghia. Ngwoi khong phai muon diNgoc phong sao? Ngoan ngoan di theo ta di, o cung chu dang cho nguroi nha! Nguoi nén may mén,
néu khong phai o cung chii ¢6 chuyén mudn hoi ngwroi, nguroi méi vira 16i chét som & chét dudi tay ta."

Téap Ngoc vira nghe hai chit Ngoc phong, tim dap dot nhién nhanh hon, bdng nhién lai ndi 1én ong nghi ngd, lanh nhat n6i:
" Ngudi Ngoc Phong dén tim ta kim gi? Lio cung chi ciia cac nguroi ¢6 chuyén gi mudn hoi ta?"
Chu trudng 130 khong nhin dugc, voi la lén:

"Nguoi hoi vO nghia, cho dit ngwroi k nit nhén, ta cling s& khong thi ha lu tinh rdi! Vén ngwoi | d¢ tir HO Duong, Ngoc phong gip chi la tit sat! Bay
gi0 ¢ the cho nguroi song lau may canh gio, da la thién dai an hué roi! Nguoi khdng can khong bict tot xau!"

Téap Ngoc bimng tinh dai ngd. Nguyén vi sur phu! Chi so ciing vi Thién thanh kiém quyét! Nang trAm ngam sau mot lic 1u, khong n6i gi

Chu trrdng o ding stre vo tay, lanh Ring noi:

"Ngwoi dimg 1én? Khong nén ép ta dong thia! Ta khong t6t dén ndi dé nir nhén hd nhao!"

Tap Ngoc bong nhién ngéng dau nhin hiin, trong anh mét tran day khinh thuong cung lanh khdc, chi nghe"Hot " mot tiéng, nang tir trong mrdc dimg lén,
tiéu y u6t dam dinh vao trén ngudi, bude vong quanh duong cong nang mém mai dang yéu, dudi anh tréng thoat nhin a xinh dep nhur thé, ngay ca Chu
trurong o doi voi it tir khong thém ngd 61 trong nhay mit tim dap manh va loan nhip.

"Khanh" mjt tiéng, nang rit ra doan kiém, anh triing xuyén thiu qua né hoi md anh trén mét nang, 4y n¥it quang mang so v6in6 con lanh hon.

"Ta ¢6 hai Iy do giét nguoi. "

Nang lanh lanh noi:

"Nhit, nguoi thit to gan, rinh coi ta tim rira. Nhi, khau khi 16n, dam dén uy hiép ta."

Nang cham ri hudng trén bd di t6i, Chu trudng o khong thé trdng duoc nang khong thém dé y chit ndo than thé bi nguoi xem, khong khoi kinh hoang
, Iui tirng bude, voi la 1én:

"Nguoi mudn am gi? ! Nit tir phai biét then! Tran trudng 16 thé! That sy phong hoa!"
Tép ngoc bude trén dt, long ban chan hru lai nwrde. Nang virot kiém qua ngye, lanh nhat n6i: "
Khong ¢6 vén dé gi, ngudi nhin dén than thé ciia ta, Bp tic s& tr!"

Nang lic Bic nurde trén than kiém, trén ngudi tiéu y gidng nhau ting 1an da thir hai, khong co mdt chit tic dung che. Eo nang udn éo, trong tay doan kiém
giong nhur mdt cai ngan long, gao thét hudng Chu trurong o di lén.

Chu trudng ko vira 1 kinh héi vira xéu ho, ciing khong biét dnh mit huéng im sao, ludng cudng tay chén rit ra song dao ngin can, "Pinh" mbt tiéng,
dao va kiém dung vao nhau, than thé Tap Ngocddt nhién ép lén, dam ap hin lui vé phia sau, thi€u chut nita danh t6i mdt than cay.

Nang bdng nhién ngiri duoc trén dao ctia hin mii méu tuoi, trong long khong khoi ring minh, lanh king n6i:
"Nguoi vira roi giét ngudi? | Ngwoi giét ai? 1"

Chu trrdng o mdt chudng virot ra khoi nang, trong tay song dao bt dau chuyén dong, nguyén dao ctia hén trén chudi co khoa sit, tiy thoi co thé tung
lam nhu &m khi. Chot nghe"Suu” mdt tiéng, han tung mdt cdy dao! Pién quang hoa thach, mit dao kia ky khoai! Vo thanh vo tirc hudng c6 Tap Ngoc.



Hén cuoi néi:
"Bt qué 1 hai con chd quen théi xen vao chuyén ngudi khéc thoi! Ké tiép chinh i ngwoi nha du khong biét liém si tot xAu!"

Tap ngoc bong nhién dao qua mjt vong, cling khong biét dong tac nang nhu ndo, Chu trudng o dao lai bi ving ra, db cim trén mit dit Iy. Nang bdng
nhién dem kiém ctr hudng Ién bau trd, diém nhién noi:

"Mudn giét ngwoi ¢6 ba Iy do cai roi! Tam, vi hai nguoi vo i kia bao thi!"

Chu truong ko dot nhién mo to hai mét nhin, trrdc mit han khong c6 bong ngudi, chi c6 mot manh lai mbt ménh kiém quang, gidng nhau v s6 ngin
Jong, girong nanh mia vudt, tiry thoi chd doi dua hin cin xé, hin chua gip qua loai ¢ quai kiém phép nay, lp tirc ngily ngudi, chan tay ludng cudng.
Lainghe tdp ngoc lanh kmg néi:

" Chét dil"

Trude mit hin b5ng nhién mdt manh mbu do, mdt trin dau, hin hd mdm, truede mit t6i sAm, bat ké cai g cting nhin khong théy.

"Al Doi mét clia ta! Mat!"

Chu truéng lo ding sirc bum mit, méu turoi tir gitta k& tay it 0 6 trao ra. Tap Ngoc quay vé, dem trén than kiém vai giot mau twroi viy di, lanh nhat
noi:

"Chi la ta dap tmg ton sur khong giét ngudi lung tung, hom nay tam thoi th nguoi, phé nguoi mot doi mit vay Ja du roi!"

Chu truéng o trén mit d4t khoc thét , Tap Ngoc cing khong thém nhin t6i, bude nhanh vao trong rimg, tim dugc bi quan 4o, nhanh chéng miic vio,

tr6 lai vira tinh di, chot nghe sau tai gi6 noi 1én, nang voi vang nhuong 161, ai ngd d3 muon timng bude, & giy bi mdt dao, mot trén dau nhire kich liét. Nang
Vira so vira gidn quay dau, da thiy Chu trrdng 1o trén nit van Ja niu, trong tay song dao liéu finh hing tung bay miia, trong miéng thé thanh kéu lén:
"Ngwoi tién nhén ny! Hom nay ngwroi khong giét ta, ngiy khéc ta tat nhién gip boi tra thi trg v8!"

Tap Ngoc so ¢b ctia minh, X0c mot tay mau 4mudt, miéng vét throng tra hd chém vao rt sau. Nang thiy nguroi hung hing nhur thé, chét ciing khong

héi cai, khong khoi sat khi ndi lén, that mudn rit kiém chém thanh hai nira, nhung 161 HO Duong lai tiéng vong & bén tai:

"Ta lic con tré, chiu rat nhiéu dau kho, chi vi ta sét khi qué niing, Pura doan kiém cho nguoi, hi vong ngwoi hanh tau giang ho ¢6 thé khong giét mt

ngudi. Newoi khong nghe ta, khong chiu giét Lam Huyén Trung, ky tht ta thure vui mimg. Tap Ngoc, nguoi tha rang bi nguoi khac danh thanh tan phé,
ciing khong d€ dang giét ngudi, mang ngudi mang trén lung , qua ning."

Chu trrdng o loan vung phi dao, chung quanh canh 14 bi hin chém hon phan nira xudng dudi, bo dang hin nhin qua déng so cuc ky. Tap Ngoc cin
chit rang, nhe giong noi:

"Khong giét héin, ngdy sau hin tit mudn giét cang nhiéu nguoi. . . . ."

Nang rat nhanh iy kiém, bdng nhién virt qua tién Ién timg budc, doan kiém dot nhién chémra
B6 nhao xuong, tay phai cta hén bj chit dit, Chu trudng o kéu dau mot tleng, bong nhién khong ¢ thanh 4m, mot dAu ngd quy ngat di. Tap Ngoc kinh
ngac thu kiém stmg st thit Jau that 1y, moi voi vang di qua kéo y phuc ctia héin xudng bang b lai vét thurong trén vai hén

"Ta...... Nghe theo day béo. . . . .. Ta khong c6 giét ngudi, su phuy!"

Nang thi thao ni xong, nhung nang fin dau tién ra tay khong thé vin hoi throng ton cuae nguoi, hai tay cta ning ngay ca kiém ciing bt khong dugc .
Vi vang bang boé mot phen, nang phi than lén ngua, voi vang roi khoi noi ndy, duong nhur muon thoat di viée dang sg.

Con ngudi, nguyén o thé vo cing kién 1 cuong, cling ¢o thé yéu 6t nhur thé, chi can mot kiém, 1 ¢6 thé tao thanh thirong ton khong thé van hdi. Tap ngoc

kinh ngac ngdi trén lung ngwa, miéng vét thuong & gay cang phét ra dau don , nang xé tay o bang bo lai. Nhung, tay nang cing trén canh tay con c6 rat
nhidu méu, 1 mGi vira roi chém canh tay héin bj ban lén.

Tép ngoc dung sirc xoa tay vao quén 4o, trong mét dau x6t, nurée mét dang lén. Nang luyén thanh thin cong, ciing khong mudn giét ngudi, nang von chi
mubn cing ngudi trong dng & cing mdt chd, nguyén vong don thuin nhur vay, cho t6i bay gior thoat nhin lai vo cing khé khén.

Niém hurong, nguroi dang ¢ noi nao? Nang hit mt hoi thit sau, ding strc d4 bung nga, Iimn6 chay nhanh. Tém lai, én trdi xubng dat, déu phai dua tim
ra han! Tuy rang lic nay dang giita he, trong dam nurde van nhur ¢ii lanh 1o thau xwrong. Tap Ngoc trude tién dem ngya cdt vao, thay n6 ty bui bam
trén nguoi. Sau d6 chung quanh nhin xem, xac dinh khong ¢ nguodi, nang thao tdc ra, bd di 4o khoac, méic ti€u y nhdy xuong trong dam nudc.

Nude rét lanh, néng ring minh mot céi, voi voi vang vang nhanh cha xt gi dau cing thén thé, lai sg' dot nhién ngwo t6i, lai linh. Hac mé tir trong mii
phun ra nude, than thiét dem dau téi sat nguoi nang. Tap Ngoc demrira tét lai, ning tay so nd, dang muon Ién bo, chot nghe trong rimg cdy truyén dén
mot tiéng dong rung canh 14 rat nhd.

Tap ngoc lép bép kinh hai, vdi vang tranh vao trong nurde, lanh king ndi:



"AR? Piral"

Nang demdoan kiém nim trong tay, canh giac nhin chim chiim ménh héic 4m, chi doi ¢6 c4i di dong lién ra tay. Ai ngd phia sau bdng nhién truyén toi
tiéng cuoi thanh thanh:

"Ngwoi dinh lam gi?"

Tap ngoc th("y,hc")c vi kinh ngac, ban ne'{ng phan thi mdt kiém, toe én Yé $6 bot nudc, trude mit bSng nhién mdt bong den xuét hién, mot ngudi do den
nhe nhang nhat tung, theo nang dinh dau virot qua di qua, mot phat bat duoc 4o khoac nang, tity tay némdi trong rumg cdy. Tap Ngoc ring minh, da
thiy ngudi no cudi dai ding & trén bo nhin minh, khudn mat kiéu my, ciing [a nam tr &m nhu di thuong,

"Tét Bim, khong quin 4o nit nhén thi khong thé chay loan. Ngoan ngodn ciing ta di thoi, nghe 1 mdt chit, ta lién khong tra tin nguwoi."

Neudino vo vo tay, ¥ bao nang di én. Tap Ngoc lanh king nhin héin sau mot lic 1, chim ri noi:

"Nguoi la ai?"

Chu trudng 1o thd dai mdt hoi:

" Hoi that 1a vo nghia. Nguoi khong phai mudn di Ngoc phong sao? Ngoan ngodn di theo ta di, lio cung chi dang cho nguroi nha! Ngwoi nén may mén,
néu khong phai Ao cung chii ¢6 chuyén nmuon hdi nguoi, nguoi moi vira roi chét sdém & chét dudi tay ta."

Tap Ngoc vira nghe hai chit Ngoc phong, tim dép d6t nhién nhanh hon, bong nhién lai nbi Ién long nghi ng, lanh nhat n6i:
" Ngudi Ngoc Phong dén tim ta 1im gi? Lio cung chi ciia cac ngwroi ¢6 chuyén gi mudn hoi ta?"
Chu trudng 1o khong nhin duge, voi la 1én:

"Nguoi hoi vo nghia, cho di nguoi 1 nit nhan, ta cling s& khong tht ha lwu tinh 1ol Von nguoi | dé tur H) Duong, Ngoc phong gip chi la tit sat! Bay
i ¢6 thé cho nguroi sdng lau méy canh gio, da 1 thién dai 4n hué rdi! Ngwoi khong can khong biét tot xau!"

Tap Ngoc bimg tinh dai ngd. Nguyén vi su phu! Chi so ciing vi Thién thanh kiém quyét! Nang trim ngdm sau mot liic 1au, khong noi gi.

Chu trwéng o ding sirc vo tay, lanh king noi:

"Nguoi ding 1én? Khong nén ép ta dong thi! Ta khong tot dén ndi dé nix nhan hd nhao!"

Tap Ngoc bong nhién ngéng dau nhin hiin, trong anh mét tran day khinh thuong cung lanh khdc, chi nghe"Hot " mot tiéng, nang tir trong mrdc dimg kén,
tiéu y w6t dam dinh vao trén ngudi, bude vong quanh duo‘ng cong nang mém mai dng yéu, dudi anh tring thoat nhin 1 xinh dep nhur thé, ngay ca Chu
trurong o doi voi it tir khong thém ngd 61 trong nhdy miit tim dap manh va loan nhip.

"Khanh" mdt tiéng, nang rit ra doan kiém, anh tring xuyén thiu qua n6 hoi md anh trén mit ning, 4y niit quang mang so voi nd con lanh hon.

"Ta ¢6 hai Iy do giét ngwoi. "

Nang lanh lanh noi:

"Nhit, nguoi thit to gan, rinh coi ta tim rira. Nhi, khau khi 16n, dam dén uy hiép ta."

Nang cham rdi hudng trén bd di t6i, Chu trudng o khong thé trdng duoc nang khong thém dé y chit nio than thé bi nguoi xem khong khoi kinh hoang
, lui timg budc, voi la len:

"Nguoi mudn Bm gi? ! Nit tir phai biét then! Tran trudng 16 thé! That sy phong hoa!"
Tép ngoc bude trén dat, ong ban chan hru lai mrée. Nang vurot kiém qua ngye, lanh nhat néi:
Khong ¢6 vin dé gi, ngudi nhin dén than thé ciia ta, Bp tic s& tr!"

Nang ke e nude trén thin kiém, trén ngudi ticu y giong nhau tang lan da thir hai, khong c6 mot chit tac dung che. Eo ning udn o, trong tay doan kiém
giong nhur mdt cai ngén long, gao thét hudng Chu trudng 1o di lén.

Chu truong lo vira 1 kinh hai vira >5§u 19, ciing khong biét anh mét huéng lam sao, Tudng cuéng tay chan rit ra song dao ngin can, "Dinh" mot tiéng,
dao va kiém dung vao nhau, than thé Tap Ngocddt nhién ép Ién, dam ap hén lui vé phia sau, thi€u chut nita danh téi mdt than cay.

Nang bdng nhién ngiri duoc trén dao ctia hin mii méu tuoi, trong long khong khoi ring minh, lanh king n6i:

"Nguwoi vira roi giét nguoi? | Newoi giét ai? 1"



Chu truong o mt chuong vurot ra khoi nang, trong tay song dao bt d4u chuyén dong, nguyén dao cta hén trén chudi ¢ khoa sit, tiy thoi co thé tung
lam nhur am khi. Chot nghe"Suru" mdt tieng, han tung mot cdy dao! Pién quang hda thach, mdt dao kia ky khoai! V6 thanh v6 tirc hurdng ¢d Tap Ngoc.

Hin cudi noi:
"Bét qua I hai con chd quen thdi xen vao chuyén ngudi khac thoi! Ké tiép chinh i ngwoi nha dau khong biét iém si tot xAu!"

Tap ngoc bong nhién dao qua mot vong, cling khong biét dong tic nang nhur ndo, Chu trudng ko dao lai bi ving ra, d6 cim trén it dt Iy. Nang bong
nhién dem kiém cir huéng 1én bau trdi, diém nhién noi:

"Mudn giét ngwroi ¢6 ba Iy do cai roi! Tam, vi hai nguoi vo i kia bao thi!"

Chu truong lo dot nhién mo to hai mét nhin, trrdc mit han khong c6 bong ngudi, chi c6 mdt manh lai mbt ménh kiém quang, gidng nhau v s6 ngin
Jong, girong nanh mia vudt, tity thoi chds doi dua hin ciin xé, hin chua gip qua loai ¢ quai kiém phép nay, lap tirc ngily ngudi, chan tay ludng cudng.
Lai nghe tap ngoc lanh ling n6i:

" Chét dil"

Trude mit hén bdng nhién mdt manh méu d6, mdt trin dau, hén ha mdm, trude mét tdi sam, bat ké cai gi ciing nhin khong thiy.

"A! Doi mit clia ta! Mat!"

Chu trudng o ding strc bum mt, mau tuoi tir gitta k& tay mit 6 trao ra. Tap Ngoc quay vé, dem trén thin kiém vai giot mau tuoi vay di, lanh nhat
noi:

"Chi I ta d4p tmg ton s khong giét ngurdi hing tung, hom nay tam thoi tha nguoi, phé nguoi mot doi mit vay 1 du roil”

Chu truéng o trén mit dat khoc thét , Tap Ngoc cting khong thém nhin t6i, bude nhanh vao trong rimg, tim duoc bi quén 40, nhanh chéng mic vio,
tr6 lai vira tinh di, chot nghe sau tai gi6 noi 1én, nang voi vang nhuong 161, ai ngd da mudn timg bude, & giy bi mdt dao, mot trén dau nhirc kich liét. Nang
vira so vira gidn quay dau, da thiy Chu truréng o trén mit van 1 iy, trong tay song dao liéu finh lung tung bay miia, trong miéng thé thanh kéu lén:

"Ngwoi tién nhan niy! Hom nay ngwroi khong giét ta, ngiy khéc ta tat nhién gip boi tra thi trg v8!"

Tap Ngoc so ¢b ctia minh, X0c mot tay mau Amu6t, miéng vét thurong tya hd chém vao rt sau. Nang thy ngudi hung hing nhur thé, chét ciing khong
hi cai, khong khoi sat khi ndi 1én, that mudn rit kiém chém thanh hai nira, nhung 16i HS Duong lai tiéng vong & bén tai:

"Ta Itic con tré, chiu rét nhiéu dau kho, chi vi ta sat khi qua nang. Bura doan kiém cho nguroi, hi vong ngwoi hanh tau giang hd c6 thé khong giét mdt
nguoiL Ngum khong nghe ta, khong chiu giét Lam Huyén Trung, ky that ta thue vui mimg. Tap Ngoc, nguoi tha ring bi nguoi khac danh thanh tan phé,
ciing khong d& dang giét nguroi, mang ngudi mang trén hing , qua néng."

Chu trrdng o loan vung phi dao, chung quanh canh 1 bi hin chém hon phan nira xudng dudi, bo dang hin nhin qua dang so cuc ky. Tap Ngoc cin
chat rang, nhe giong noi:

"Khong giét héin, ngdy sau hdn tat mudn giét cang nhiéu nguoi. . . . ."
Nang rat nhanh iy kiém, bdng nhién virot qua tién lén timg budc, doan kiém dot nhién chém ra ——!

B6 nhao xuong, tay phai cta hén bj chat dirt, Chu truong o kéu dau mot tleng, bong nhién khong c6 thanh 4m, mot dAu ngd quy ngat di. Tap Ngoc kinh
ngac thu kiém stmg st tht Jau that 1y, moi voi vang di qua kéo y phuc ctia héin xudng bang bo lai vét thurong trén vai hén

'H

"Ta...... Nghe theo day béo. . . . . . Ta khong c6 giét ngudi, su phu!

Nang thi thio ndi xong, nhung nang 1An du tién ra tay khong thé van hdi thirong ton cuae nguoi, hai tay ctia ning ngay ca kiém ciing bt khong duoc .
Vi vang bang b mot phen, nang phi than Ién ngua, voi vang roi khoi noi ndy, duong nhu muon thoat di viée dang sg.
Con ngudi, nguyén o thé vo cing kién 1 cuong, cling co thé yéu 6t nhur thé, chi can mot kiém, 1 ¢6 thé tao thanh thirong ton khong thé van hdi. Tap ngoc

kinh ngac ngoi trén lung ngura, miéng vét thurong & gay cang phat ra dau dén , nang x¢ tay 4o bang b6 lai. Nhung, tay nang cung trén canh tay con ¢6 rt
nhidu méu, 1 m6i vira roi chém canh tay héin bj ban lén.

Tap ngoc ding sirc xoa tay vao quén 4o, trong mét dau xot, nurée mét dang én. Nang luyén thanh than cong, ciing khong mudn giét ngudi, nang von chi
mudn cling ngudi trong long & cting mot chd, nguyén vong don thuan nhur vy, cho t6i bay gior thoat nhin lai v cting khé khan.

Niém hurong, nguroi dang ¢ noi no? Nang hit mdt hoi thét sau, ding strc d4 bung ngura, Amn6 chay nhanh. Tom lai, Ién trdi xubng dat, déu phai dua tim
ra han!
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Chuong 41

Tép ngoc nhin rit lAu sau d6, nang git gao nim chit doan kiém, bdng nhién di vé phia trude timg bude. Tuyén hio kiét nheo it lai, thip giong noi:
"Cao truong Ao, nguroi di. Hao gido nang bict Nhan thugng c6 nguoi.”
Cao trudng o Bp tirc dép (g, xoay ngudi huéng Tap Ngoc di dén. Niém Huong nhur ¢ trong mong mai tinh, tién Ién timg budc s& gir chat tay 4o

Cao truong lzo, Tuyén hao kit ra tay nhur dién, mot phat bit duoc cbd tay cua hén, diém trén than hin mudi huyét dao, hén nhét thoi khong thé dong
day, giong nhur cay hinh ngudi dimg yén ¢ do.

Hién cii dAu kéu mdt tiéng, 4nh it hoi hoi budng 1ong, 1ong mi tira hd dang run rdy, trén mét van vo cam Tuyén hao kiét nging dau ndi :

"Nguoi con mubn Bm con ta, lién im king nhin. Ta khong giét nang, da 14 thién dai nhén tir ."

Niém Huong khong n6i gi thém, héin giong nhur da bién thanh mot cdy hinh ngurdi that, tiéng thé cling khong c6. Tuyén ho kigt diem yu huyét trén vai
hén, khién han khong thé dong day. Niém Hurong binh thirdng tuy rang nghe 16, nhung 6ng cam gidc, khong thé nam giit han nhu ndm gitt Minh Huong,
tudng rang ong c¢d ba hai ti, ¢6 the lam cho 6ng hoan toan tin nhiém , thé nhung mdt ngudi cling khong c6. Pay thit dang budn va dang s¢?

Tap Negoc theo huéng Niém Huong budc dén, trude mit bdng nhién hoa 1én, mdt nam tir cao giy dot nhién ngiin dén trudc niit ning, Hai mit hdn lanh
nhur nurde binh tinh nhin nang, lanh nhat noi:

"Lui ra, khong duoc di vé phia trude."

Tap Ngoc hit mdt hoi, lanh nhat noi:

"Lén mét! Nguoi ndi ai lui ra? !"

Cao truéng o trong long ca kinh, nhin khong durgc lién mudn hudng hui vé phia sau nira budc. Hén quen biét bao ngudi, t nhién liéc thay khi chét quy
phéi trén ngudi Tap Ngoc, chi so la quan gia thién kim, Ngoc phong tir truée dén nay khong cling quan gia ¢6 bt ky lién lyy, chi so khong dic toi duge
vomang, Hin lang 18 quay dAu nhin thoang qua 1o cung chit, ddy mét hén i mot manh sat khi, hoi hoi huréng hén it gt dau. Cao truong Ko cam thiy
hiéu ¥, quay dau ndi :

" Tién vé phia trude mdt bude, dimg trach kiém ta vo tinh."
Tap Ngoc dua kiém trude nguc, lanh nhat néi:
"Tranh ra! Ta khong kp lai Jn nira!"

Cao truong o yén lang rit ra nhuyén kiém bén hong, o tay vira qhuyén, kiém kia gidng nhur xa chan, thing hudng tién dén, lay dong miii kiém Han
nhét ki€m, anh mat chim xudng , han quang chiéu dén than kiem, hét strc loi hai.

"Mt Iin cubi cing canh cao, khong tién vé phia trude mdt budc.”

Hg’in than nhién n6i xong, ai ngd 101 con chua néi hét, da thiy Tap Ngoc udn lung, trong tay’kiém giéng nhur mot dao ngin long, vong minh gao thét ma
dén. Trong long han ca kinh, lai thim kéu mot tiéng hao, qua nhién Ia Thién thanh kiém quyét! That ngao thi quan hing!

C6 tay han mot phen dong, nhuyen kiém d6t nhién mém mai, danh cudn, dem ngan long kia viing vang bao ly. Tap Ngoc nhét chiéu khong thé thu, than
minh vira chuyén, miii kiém mot diéu, y do thoét khoi cai vong quan quanh, ai ngd héin canh tay bdng nhién vung Ién, hin quang sic bén, hudéng vai nang
damtoi.

Téap Negoc tir khi tap Thién thanh kiém quyét t6i nay, Van chua c6 ngudi nao ¢6 thé ctng nang danh nam chiéu, lp tirc thay ngudi kiém phép tinh diéu
nhur thé, nang cting nhin khong dugc nita c6 chit so, ¢ tay tram xudng, dén kiém ctia hin dé épxudng, kich lung o chuyén, lin mot vong, ¥ do chiéu
thirc bién tré v&. Aingd cd tay héin cing t trdm xuong, theo nang it mot vong, lai dem chiéu thirc cua nang bién thé. Trong lic nhét thoi hai ngwoi 1t ra
bdn ndm vong, Tap Ngoc mdt thin 4o trang, tuyét in da hoa, Cao truéng o mot thén héc y, giéng nhu xurong kho. Thoat nhin ddi lip quy di, nhung
tay a0 phiéu phiéu, dong tic ctia hai ngurdi déu mau lai hiém, canh dep cuc ky.

Téap Ngoc dir sao tudi tré, kinh nghi¢m khong d, bi hén danh vai chiéu, nhin khong dugc non néng, voi ra chiéu tinh thdi ui. Ai ngd trong tay hén kiém
bdng nhién run én, phat ra mit tiéng « cat” quat di, Tap Ngoc chi cam théy kiém cuia hdn gibng nhu’ 16 hai dién cudng gao thét rdi dot nhién thoat ra mdt
bach xa, mdmto ht truong, ring nanh trang heu théng trat dilén. Nang tron tranh khong kip, miit thiy ngan quang huéng tran ctia minh dm t6i, nang
theo ban ning tranh di, ndo biét kiém ctia hin rdi dot nhién trAm xubng, ddm vao nang, modt trén lanh nhur bang,



Téap Negoc tho héc vi kinh ngac, phan thu muon di chémkiém ctia hén, Cao truong o phan (g cyc nhanh, c6 tay run lén, nhuyén kiém p tirc thu tré
V&, hiy con vin veo gao thét, gidng mdt con ran. Han than nhién nhin Tap Ngoc sic nit tai nhot, trong miit bong nhién xudt mot tia thwong cam, n6i nho:

"Ngwoi di nhanh di, tai sao phéi c6 chp nhur vay?"

Téap Ngoc dimg strc dé lai miéng vét thuong, khong siu, hon nira héin twa ho B ¢6 y tranh, méic dii nhur thé, nang van k dau dén md hoi lanh sau lng
chdy rong rong. Pau dén cing nhau ho tmg, vét thirong trén gy ciing bat dau mo ho dau don, thdm chi vét thirong hon hai thang tién ¢ Thai Son cling
bat dau dau. Pau dén giong nhu nbe doe xa chiém lay nang, lamnang ho hap cling bat dau kho khén. Nhung suy nghi cung nhiét cua nang lai ap ché
vet thuong, dau don ling xudng , tim dép cling dan dan binh tinh.

Tay nang chi vira dong, mdt tay kia bong nhién cam bén hong mdt thanh truong kiém, hai thanh kiém, mdt dai mot ngin, xéc nhép thanh mot cai chit
thip. Cao trudng Ao chua bao gio thay qua tu the co quai, khong khoi ngan ngo, lai nghe nang nhe nhang néi:

"Néu nhur c6 thé di, ta somda di. Toi gi cho t6i bay giot"
Vira durt 10i, ning hai chin dang ra, hai kiém dot nhién tach ra, Cao truong ko chi cam thiy ning quanh than gidng nhur krdng dao ngan quang, cao thap

xoay quanh, sau do, kiém quang lan tran ra, giéng nhur trén mét bién vo s6 Jon nho 16¢ xody. Ching gao thét, bay t6i trén dinh, trong nhay it do, giong
nhu moi tAng may trén bau trdi kia déu bi phé. Cao trudng o gidt minh, 1St cuc nhin khong duoc im bam noi:

Hén con chura ndi het, Tap Ngoc s6m cong t6i trude, 16¢ xody mdt quyén, dura bong dang hén nudt hét trong do. Cao truong 1o chi cam thiy trudc mét
ngin quang loan chuyen, v0 bién vo han, vira moi ngn nguoi, trén vai, ngue, trén dii déu tring chiéu, bi nang hai thanh kiém gy ra vét thirong that sau.
Hén kinh héi mudn n6i chuyén, lai nghe Tap Ngoc lanh ling noi:

"Nguoi tranh ra cho ta!"

Trén bung hin bSng nhién bi ngudi ding hre nhét d4, ki vé sau miy bude, rét cude nhin khong duoc ngd xudng, liéc Tap Ngoc liéu finh chay t6i phia
trude, nang ding hét toan thén khi luc, kéu lén:

"Tuyén Ni¢m Hurong —!"

Niém Huong dot nhién girong mét, kiém ctia nang da dén trude mat de trén c6 hin. Anh mit ciia nang giéng nhu hoa diém, vira gidng nhu nga xubng

bién sau, nhur vy chuyén chu nhin hdn. Sau d6, hoa diém dan dan tit, eu tinh truy nhap trong bién, toe 1én vo s gon séng, ¢ nang trong mit cham rii
ngung tu, hoa thanh nurde mit trong subt.

Tap Negoc nude mét chay rong rong, nang git gao nhin héin, timg chit timg chit noi:

"Tuyén Niém Huong, ta thich ngwoi! Ta khong mudn nguoi dil"

Hén khong ¢6 ndi chuyén, king ];fmg yén nhin nang. Thin thé hn gidng nhu hoi phét run, nhung 1 nhin k¥ lai, lai 1 khong chit st mé, thim chi ngay ca
16ng mi cling khong cé dong xuong, Han chinh [a tram méic , yén king nhin nang,

Bén canh bong nhién mdt ban vuon ra, Tuyén hao kiét mot chudng phéch vé phia Tép Ngoc, du nang c6 mudi b Thién thanh kiérp quyét, nhung ciing
tranh khong thoat. Tap Ngoc giong nhur khong c6 cam gic han ndi lyc thAm héu dang churong dén, ning giong nhur cling khong biét mot chuong kia ha
xuong, nang lap tirc s€ bi mat mang, nang khdng nhiic nhich.

Niém huong bong nhién dong! Hzin nhanh nhu tia chdp phét tay vao vai Tuyén hao kiét, Tuyén hio kiét sic mt rdi dot nhién tré nén cue do quéi di
glong nhu khong thé tin duoc, glong nhau kinh hai dj thudng, hai ba vai hén chii xubng, mdt chudng kia khong thé ra. Hin dot nhién quay dau, hai mét
giong nhur mudn phun ra kra, git gao trimg mét nhin Ni¢m Huong,

"Ngwoi ¢6 biét minh lam c4i gi khong?"

Tuyén héo kiét thip giong, lanh lanh hoi clia hén.

Niém Huong chi c6 mdt céi canh tay c6 thé dong, hin m6i vira rdi dung hét tht ca khi lyc, cling chi co thé pha tan huyét dao nira ngudi. Han ning canh
tay Ién, dem Tap Ngoc dm vao trong long, xoay ngudi hirdng do khau di dén. Tuyén hao ki€t lanh King noi:

"Niém huong! Ngwoi c6 1i cha? Nguwoi cho i minh c6 thé dao tau? !

Niém Huong quay dau mim cuoi, im bam ndi:

Mt tiéng cha vira kéu xong, da thiy tir do k}]ﬁu chay voi dén ba bén Hic y nhan. Niém Huong sic miit khé bién, 1 nguoi trong thip truéng o! Cha
dua bon ho toan b mang dén sao? Chi vi d6i phé mot nit tir, han that khong ngo!

Tuyén hao kiét lanh nhat n6i:



"Ngoc phong khong canké phan bdil Nguoi cing ty ty nguoi gidng nhau! Pé cho ta that vong roi!" Niém Huong phéan thi dem Tap Ngoc dm i trong
1ong, cti dAu nhin nhin nang, nang vn khong néi chuyén, chinh 14 yén kng nhin minh, gidng nhur khé hiéu, gidng nhur say mé. Hin ding tay thay nang sira
sang toc, cuoi noi:

"Ching ta 14 1in dAu tién gip mit, trude mit tinh hudng that sw 14 sét phong canh. Nguwoi so sao?"
Tép ngoc Jic lic dau.
Niém Huong hit mdt hoi, quay du nhin sic it xanh mét ctia Tuyén hao kiét, ndi nho:

"Cha, ta ngoan ngon nghe 16 hai muroi ba ndm, don gian 1 ta van khong tim dugc thir gi & v so v6i Ngoc phong, Nam thir hai muroi ba, hén 1 da rdi?
Cho du ta thyc xin 16 ngwoi, nguoi coi nhu chura bao gio ¢6 ta Ia con trai di! Céo tur!"

Hin n6i xong, dem thén thé bay nhanh nhét tung, thé nhung huéng d6 khau phia dudi nhay! Tuyén hio kiét hoang hét, voi vang chay voi qua, da thiy
duéi d6 khau chi nrdc Hoang ha dang gao thét, khdng con hai bong dang nguoi!

Nam thir hai muroi ba! Han vin biét niém huong khong dé dang nghe 10, nhung khong ¢6 nghi dén hén ndi di l di! Thap truéng o tir phia sau dudi
theo, khong ngudi nao dam ndi chuyén. Ai ciing khong bict, tai Hoang Ha nay, s& phat sinh chuyén nhur thé, bon ho rot cude 1 chét hay song, cling
khong c6 dinh s0.

Tuyén hao kiét trong khoanh khéic d6 giéng nhur gia di mudi tubi, thip trrong o thay hén giai khai huyét dao, d& Cao truéng o da di t6i, Cao truong
ldo nhe nhang néi:

"Lao cung chu, nay. . . . . . "

Tuyén hao kiét s¢' run sau mdt lic A, bdng nhién mét moi phét phét tay:

"Tre vé di."

Hiéin xoay ngudi roi di, khong nita ndi mot chi.

Cén Huong, hén dudi ddy long thi thao goi ten, chi cam thay tran ddy sap vi. Hin sai im rdi sao? Van 1 gibng hai muroi nm trurée, pham vao cing mot
sai [Am? Han khong 15, ¢6 I& vinh vién ciing khong thé hiéu duoc .

Neudi tudi tré kia, c6 mt doi anh miit trong sang,

Nang ngdi & phia truée cira 50, bén ngudi A mot chau than 4m 4p. Han dimg & ngoai hanh lang gap khiic tuyét dong, trong tay cam ]ay khong biét lay &
dau mot con ga, ngbe nghéch mim cudi ndi day I ma tude. Khoe miéng cua hén goi Ién, cudi dén vo cing hanh phic, gidng nhur ¢6 thé chim ma tude
that, dung la chuyén vui sudng, bén trong doi it 1oe ra sic thai thong sudt.

Nang van nhin, cam thiy mét moi, lién nim dp trén bé cira sb. Hin bong nhién quay dau, thiy ning nhin minh, hin khong khoi simg sét, lai cudi vui vé
hon.

C6 céi gi budn cudi ? Hin sao mdi ngdy déu vui vé nhur vay? Nang von 1 dinh doi doi mit, nhung khoe miéng cur nhién di theo khong tur chii girong 1én,
tam tinh trong khoanh khéc d6 cling trong sang .

Mot bén dai nha hoan Théu Hoa ¥ vi hoi nang cudi cai gl, nang ndi quanh co nira ngiy n6i khéng nén nguyén cd, ngépg dAu lai nhin hdn, hén ciing da di
mat. Mot khic ndy, nang khong thé khong thira nhin minh thay mat mét , sau d6 twra nhur tring ta, chi can nhin dén han, tam tinh s€ tot, néu cd mot ngay
khong thay duoc han, nang s& khong yén, khién cho bon ha nhén cling khong ddm cting nang ndi chuyén.

Sau lai nang rdt cuc nhin khong dugc bét du tim kiém héin, mbi ngdy quan quit Ay hin, ciing khong n6i chuyén, chi can héin ¢6 thé bén minh I t6t roi
Cing han chim ma tudc, thai qua ting, ddi tuyet trang. Timg ngdy di qua, 101 don ctia bon ha nhin cling cang ngay cang nhi€u, rot cyc truyén den tai
nang, nang lan dau tién nhin thay cha gian tim mat.

Cha dura héin di sai phong, nghiém cAm hai ngudi gap lai.

Saulai . .... Saulai ..... Nang chi nhé 13 chinh minh bon chay, & trong démmura chay nhu dién, danh bon ha nhan tréng coi nang. Chay t6i sai

phong, cAm thét chéit ban tay lanh nhur béing cita héin. Hoi héin c6 so khong, héin ke dau. Nang that sur cam théy, chi can c6 hin, gip dugc kho khéin g,
hoan toan khong quan tam, chi can c6 han.

"Nguoi. . . . . . Khong hbi han 1 6t roil"

Giong noi su phy rdi d6t nhién 6 vang Ién bén tai, nang ca nguo ghén dong, chi cam thiy bén canh c6 do vat gi d6 bip bip vang lén, dm ap vo cing. Tap
Ngoc cham rai md mat, khé hi€u nhin dinh dau t6i den, khong biét dang ¢ noi ndo.

"Tinh roi?"



Mot thanh 4m nhu thip vang Ién, Tap Ngoc chin dong, tri nhé giéng nhu thily triéu dang 1én. Nang voi vang quay dau, da thay Niém Hirong chong tay,
nam & bén canh minh. Tap Ngoc ngdy nguoi, sau mdt lic 1au, méi lam bamndi: "

Niém Huong n6i nho:
"Mt cai son dong khong biét tén. Ching ta bi nudc Hoang Ha cudn trdi t6i noi ndy ."

Tap ngoc chdng tay ngdi ddy, y phuc trén nguoi bong nhién tudt xuong, nang c kinh, cti dau da thiy y phyc cta minh khong biét khi nao thi bi thoat, chi
con tiéu y, ma trén ngurdi ndng moi vira rdi dang dip 4o ngoai ctia hén! Nang dot nhién mit do 1én, quay dau khong biét nén ding anh ¥t gi nhin han.

Niém Huong thire dimg dén noi:
"Y phuc ctia ching ta déu udt, ta dang hong kho. Sau ngwroi dang ngi, ta s nguoi giat minh, cho nén khong thay cho ngwoi."

Téap Ngoc kho hiéu nhin hin, dong dang mat, dong dang thanh &m, nhung 1 hén trén vang tran khong con ¢6 trude kia hon nhién ham héu, chi c6 nhat
phai thanh minh. Nhung 13, 4nh niit ciia hin thily chung van xinh dep nhur vay, mim cudi, on nhu . Nang giat minh mdt phen, quay dau di, Am bam ndi:

"Nguoi. . . . ... Ngwoi ky that cai gi ciing khong nhord . . . . . . Pingkhong? Ta. . . . .. 1am phién nguroi roi?"

Niém Hurong binh tinh nhin néng, 1ong mi ciia nang run nhé nhe, gidng nhau canh budm, hin rét cuc nhin khong duoc nhe nhang ndm ba vai ctia nang, ni
nho:

"Ta chi nh6 16 mot it doan ngin, con tuyét d6i khong thé nao quén 1o hira ciia ngwoi."
Téap Ngoc cin mdi, nude mét cham réi theo trong hbe miét roi xudng, nang khong Ién tiéng, khong biét nén ndi céi gl
Niém Hirong bdng nhién 6m chét Ay nang, d4n 16 tai ctia nang 6n nhu noi:

"Ta s& nh6 lai, cdi gi cling s& nh lai. Tap ngoc, nguroi khong duoe rdi bo ta. Coi nhur ta va nguoi tir gid tré di nhét kién chung tinh, mdt Ian nita quen
biét. ... .. Puoc khong?"

Téap Negoc hit mili mt cdi, bong nhién ddy ra héin, xoay nguoi lai, ding sirc lau di e mét. Anh miit clia ning clng céi mili ¢6 chit do len, bét qua mit
cang d6. Dirng mot Iic 1au, nang mdi thap giong noi:

"Ta. . . Tu M3 Tap Ngoc, mudi bay tudi, ngudi Giang Nam Hang Chéu. . . . . .
Niém Huong mim cuoi:
"Ta, Tuyén Niém Huong, hai muoi ba tudi, ngudi cure béc xanh ngoc phong"

N6i xong, hai nguroi déu cam thiy 6 chit budn cuoi, nhin khong duoc bat curdi én, moi vira rdi ngin cach trong nhay mit, giéng nhur bt tri bt giac
ciing da bién mat.
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Chuong 42

Ngwoi lan dau tién t6i nha cua, ta con tuéng ring ngwoi da chét. Bon ha nhan thiéu chit nita mudn dem nguwoi chon, sau lai ta thiy ngwroi ngue con tho,
moichay digoidaiphu. . . ...

Tap Ngoc 6m dau gbi, nhe nhing néi xong. Anh lira chiéu vao lin da tring tuyét ciia ning, tan mét ra mdt tang phan hong 4m ap. Nang bdng nhién ngang
dau nhin Niém Huong mdt céi, c6 chit then thing cuoi, bén trong di mat sang;

"Ta chi d cam thiy nguoi tot Fim, tot m. . . . . . That nhiéu ngudi déu hoi ta vi sao, ta ciing viy khong biét. Ky quai, thich mot nguoi nhit dinh can Iy do
sao?"

Niém Huong cim tay ning, n6i nho:
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'Tlﬂchnﬁtnggrbit’ur;lﬁénkhéngcﬁnlydo. Nguoi dimg noi, ta hy vong c6 thé tw minh nhd ra hét thay, ta nhit dinh ¢6 thé nhé'ra . Cho dit murdi nim
tamnam, ta déu co gang."

Hai nguoi némtay that chit, that lau saut Tap Ngoc moi thd dai mdt hoi:
"Ta khong phai dang niim mo? Niém Huong, ta thit so minh dang mo, nguroi dang & ddy chd nay véi ta sao? Nguoi i dang ciing ta ndi chuyén sao?"

Niém Huong thiy nang thén sic hu 4o, trén vang tran mo hd con dau khd, trong long nhin khong duge dau x6t, mo hai tay dem nang 6m chit trong long,
dén vao téc ctia nang, vuot hai ma, 1am bamnoi:

"Ta & chd ndy ddy. . . . . . Tap Neoc, ta thich nguoi. . . . .. Ai c6 thé n6i cho ta biét ddy i chuyén gi? Ching ta nhét dinh phéi vinh vién ciing mbt chd. . .
... Ta khdng bao gio nita muon roi nguoinita. . . . . .

Hai ngudi 6m chét nhau, ai ciing khong nghil budng tay. Khong biét qua bao au, Tap Ngoc bdng nhién hit hoi mdt c4i, mit nang do n, voi vang ddy ra
han:

"Thitco I6i. . . . .. "
Ni€m hrong curdi dem 4o khoac chiim Ién vai nang, so so toc ctia nang, 6n nhu noi:
"Chér quin 4o khd, ching ta lién roi di noi nay. Ngwoi nghi nén di chd nao?"

Téap Ngoc duroc sudi Am, gio phit nay mic dii 1 giita hé, nhung son dong ndy lai lanh, nang ring minh mdt cai, méi noi:

"Chd ndo déutdt. . . . . . Nhung, ta nghi trude tién nén tim bon Liru Van, cho bon ho an tam."
" Luu Van?”

Niém huong nheo mét lai bt dau hdi twong cai tén quen thude, Tap Ngoc ndi nho:

"La ty mudi t6t ctia ta, ching ta mot dwong tir Hang Chau dong hanh. Con c6 Han Dy Trén cling Poan Moc Dung Tug, Lé Canh, L& Vi, tAt ca moi
ngudi déu 1 dong hanh."

Niém huong cudi ndi:

"Han Dy Trin cing Poan M¢c Dung Tué? Bon ho mudn déng hanh, chi s déu i ¢4 tim tu? Ta nhd ra i, Luu Van ¢6 phai thich mic dd do?"

Tap Neoc cudi theo, gidng dira bé:

"Ta ¢6 thé tudng tuong ra, Luru Van gip lai nguoi, s& kinh ngac thé nao."

Bai vi khong biét bon Luu Vén & chd ndo, Tap Ngoc cing Niém Huong chi c6 thé Iwa chon di biét pht Poan Mdc ¢ Lac Duong tim van may. Hai
ngudi nay khong con gia the ganh niing lién luy, mdt duong nhan nhd ma di, cang tan gau cang thay hop nhau. Tap Ngoc von Ia quan gia thién kim, nir
cong théu khong dugc, sach lai doc khong it, Niém Huong cling la ngwdi nho nhd, hai nguoi déu doi voi doi phuong cam thay tan ky yéu thich, giong
nhu lan dau tién nhan thire doi phurong, dan dan khong con c6 bat ky ban khodn nao, cam tinh nguroc lai so voi trude kia cang thém thAm hau.

Khong toi miy ngiy, hai ngudi t6i Lac Duong. Dang gitta hé, néing git nhur lira, Tap Ngoc ngdi trén lung ngura, iy tay ngiin anh ndng choi mit, mot mt
noi:

"Néu ta nhé khong 1am, han 14 vé phia trurde queo tréi. Poan Mdc biét phii co vé héo lanh."

Niém Huong nhin chung quanh mot lan, da thiy bén song hang Duong lidu bao quanh bi néng gt chiéu vao co hd cti diu xudng, trong long hén vira
dong, nhin khong duoc n6i nhd:

"Ba thang by song lidu, murdi timnit nhieo. . . . . .

Trong nhéy it o, lai ¢6 rét nhiéu hinh 4nh xa la mot lAn nita chay vao trong dAu, anh mit troi tam diép liéu lwong, sau giita trra tuyét dong san, trén
mdidaudén. . . . ..

Hin trén it bdng nhién do 1én, n6i khong ra ndi . Tap Ngoc khong phat gidc ctia hén khéc thuong, dang cudi han:
"Loi nay nguroi da ndi ! Nguyén lai nguoi thity chung 1a nhu ¢l, miéng ludi tron tru."

Doi nira ngay, Niém Huong lai khong tiép 1o, Téap Ngoc nhin khong duoc nhin lai, da thiy trén it héin tmg do, ngay ¢4 16 tai ciing do, vira thiy nang
nhin minh, han lai cti dau, ra vé ty nhién tranh tam niit, con ho mot tiéng, dirg dan noi:

AL Plng...... Nguoi. . . . .. Mi vira ni c4i gi?"



Tap Ngoc ngac nhién noi: "

Nguoi im sao vay? Than thé khong thoai mai sao? Mt do, c6 phai bi cam néng rdi? Chiing ta dimg lai, di trong quan tra ngdi mdt chit dil"

Niém Huong u6c gi chay nhanh dén Poan Moc biét phi, m cho hén khong can & phia sau x4u hd then thing, hén voi vang mudn cyr tuyét, ai ngd Tap
Ngoc somnhay xuong ngua , ndm ngwa hudng mot quén tra ven dudng di dén. Hin nht thoi khong thé, danh phai trén lung ngira nhéy xudng, ring nanh
khong can thin cn vio mdi, cai loai dau don ndy, cling trong tri nhé tring hop .

Xiic cam gin bo quény giao ngot ngao, dang chét, vi sao hén s& dot nhién nhé t6i? That khong ding Iic. . . . .. Hén suy nghi mién man, Tap Ngoc bong
nhién ghé trude mit han, 16ng mi that dai run nhé nhe, nang xem mdi han, mdt mit ndi nho:

" Lai chay mau r6i? Lam sao vay?"

Niém Huong chi cam thdy nang khi chét nhur lan, trée mét moi hong nhe nhang néi chuyén, trong nhay nit d6, hin thue nhin khong duoc mudn hon
nang, mudn n6i cho nang biét, hin ky that so vdi trong tudng tuong mubn dé y nang mot ngan lan. Khong phéi tri nhé, ma 1 mot loai ban ning, tham chi
lic chura nhin thdy ning, hin ciing da yéu nit tir ny sau dam.

Téap Ngoc thy hin kinh ngac ngan nguoi, khong khoi ¢6 chit lo Fing;

"Niém Huong, ngwoi khong thodi mai? Khong bang ta di timdaiphu. . . . . . ™

Nang xoay nguoi vira mudn di, lai bi Niém Hurong kéo lai tay 4o

"Ta khong sao."

Hén nhe nhang ndi xong, cim tay nang, nhin 4nh n¥it o Fing ctia nang, hin bdng nhién cudi noi:

"Mbi ciing khong dau, 1n trude so voi ndy dau hon."

Tép ngoc dAu tién 1 nghi hodic, sau do tram tr, cudi cing bung tinh dai ngd, chm réi do mit, nhin khong duoc hoc dong téc cia Luu Van—— dém
chan. Néu trén dudng khong c6 ai, Niém Hirong that mubn cudi to di ra, sau d6 au yém

Hin so toc Tap Ngoc, dang mudn 6n nhu ndi chuyén, chot nghe bén canh truyén téi tiéng kéu thanh thiy ctia nit tir:

"Ong troi cua tal Ta thiy duoc ai? ! Trdi a! Ta khong phai dang ngmmo? " Hai ngudi voi vang quay dau, da thiy trong quén tra dira nhiéq ngudi, chinh
gitra mot ki€u my, nit tir mic quan do do ryc, khong phai Luu Van thi ¢6 thé la ai?! Phia sau nang 1a Boan Moc Dung Tug cung Han Dy Tran, con c6 Lé
Canh, bon ho wira thdy duoc hai ngudi Niém Huong, déu ngly dai, noi cling ndi khdng dugc.

Luru Van phan tmg nhanh nhét, quin 4o mau do tung bay, giéng nhur con budm méiu do, huéng Tap Ngoc, 6m cd nang, mdt phen nurde miii mot phen
nude mat kéu en:

"Ngwoi ndi di thi di! Ngwoi khong hrong tim ! Nguoi cin ban 1 khong can cam nhén cia ta!"

Tinh canh nay, gidng nhur mdt twéng cong virt bo phu nhan. Tap Ngoc chi ném tay 40 ctia minh thay ning lau nude nit, lai bi nang mdt phen bo ra, dem
nuée nit nurde mii co vao ngue nang, thi thin

"Trong long ngwroi chi ¢ Niém Hurong Niém Hurong! Cin ban khong c6 Lru Van! Néu nhu vay, ngwoi mudn ti cling ta céo biét gi chir? ! Newoi co
biet khong ta bao nhiéu ngay ngli khong ngon r6i? Nguwoi can ban 1a tra tan ta!"

Tap Ngoc bét déc di thd dai mdt hoi:
" Luru Van, tit ca moi ngudi dang nhin nha."

Luru VAn mit mili nging dau, chi thiy cira quan tra chét nich ngudi xem ndo nhiét, nhung mdt bén bon Lé Canh thurong thiy bo dang nang nhur vy, ciiing
khong dé y. Nang trimg mét liéc nguoi xem ndo nhiét:

"Nhin c4i gi? Chura thiy qua my ni? !"

Bi m“mg, tAt ca moi ngudi tan ra that xa, trdn & sau cira cdn moc tay ﬁép tuc xem I_uu Van 6m Tap Ngoc co co, dot nhién mdt bén phat giac Niém
Huong dang dimg ngo ngac nhin, nang nhin khong dugc nhdy dung Ién, chi vao miii hin voi la én:

"Péu 1 ngwoi khong tt! Lai con dimg dy! Ngwoi lim cho Tép Ngoc chiu bao nhiéu dau khd? ! Neuoi nhin ta c4i gi ? Can thin ta cin nguoi nha!"

Niém hrong so' so czimZ ho khan mdt tiéng, khong biét nhur thé ndo tiép 104, trong tri nhé hinh anh Luu Van bdng nhién sng lai, hén nhin khong diroc
muon cuoi. Han Dy Tran da di t6i, nhin han mim cudi, noi nho:

"Rt cuc cau dén giai nhan rdi? Tuyén Fo gia tr n6i nhu thé nao?"



Niém Huong lic fic dau:
"Chuyén ctia ta, ctiing Ngoc phong khong c6 vin dé gi. Ta chi theo dubi thir minh mudn ."
Han Dy Tran long tran ddy cam khai:

"Hai ngudi cac nguoi that sur k. . . .. . Nawoi ciing biét phy thin ctia ning ciing I ngoan ¢ nhur thé? DAi voi o nhén gia, ¢6 mdt i nhéin nhi, di sao
nguoi dem con gai ngudi ta bat coc 10i, cho du ta dong y, cha nang ciing s& khong dong v."

Niém Huong c6 chit kinh ngac nhin hin, khong ro 10i ctia héin  ¢6 ¥ @, Han Dy Tran lai khong n6i 1bi ndo, chinh 1 mim cuoi nhin tap ngoc, déy mit
tran day yéu thuong, Ni€ém Huong nheo mit lai, anh mét nhu the 1 c6 y gi?

Néo loan nira ngy, Luu Van rét cuc ngimg khoc, nang than thiét kéo Tap Ngoc, mang theo L& Canh, ba nit tir chay t6i trong quan tra tim chd héo lanh
ndi ling & néi. Poan Mdc Dung Tué nhin thoang qua Niém Huong, noi nhé:

"Nguoi van I bo dang c6 thé nhin duroc."

Niém Hurong cudi khd mdt tiéng, hén biét, lic minh tiu hoa nhip ma, nhat dinh s& tr6 thanh trd cudi cho bon ho. Ba nam tir ngdi bén ban, goi mdt binh
tra, cling bat dau 6n chuyén.

"Ké tiép, tinh di chd nao?"

Han Dy Trén udng mdt ngum tra, than nhién hoi. Ni¢m Huong n6i nho: "Bi Hang Chau Tu M phil, ta s& thinh cAu Tu M3 o 6ng dura nit nhi ga cho
ta."

"Ngwoi dira vao céi gi? Newoi bay gio da khong phéi ngurdi Ngoc phong? Khong tién khong thé mot tiéu tir nghéo, yéu nhan gia phu than nhur thé nao
yén tam di nit nhi giao cho ngwroi?"

Han Dy Tran ¢6 chit sic bén hoi .
Niém Huong trAm ngam sau mot ic Jau:

"Ta ty nhién nghi méy van d& nay roi, ky that trude kia, ta c6 mot nguyén vong, nay thoat ly Ngoc phong, vira vin c6 thé thire hién nguyén vong nay,
ciing 14 chuyén tot."

" Nguyén vong gi? Noi rd mdt chit, ta co thé hd tro."
Poan Moc Dung Tué rat it ndi chuyén, moi mo miéng do6 1 dong y.
Niém Huong mim cuoi:

"C6 Poan Moc huynh gilip dd, ta con c6 cai gi ban khodn déu? Ta nghi 6 Lac Duong mé mdt gian tur thue, day ngudi choi dan ¢d. Tién tai phuong dién
khong thanh van d¢, chinh 14 quan pht noi do, can co dat, ude chirng la nuon dya vao Poan Mdc huynh ."

"Khong thanh vén d&."

Poan Moc dung Tué Nhat khiu dap tmg, dimg mdt chit, bdng nhién ndi nho:

"Thang sau, ta mu6n thanh than ."

"Ba ", Han du bui chén tra trong tay roi xuéng, Niém Huong dang dinh an lac bong dimg lai, hai ngudi kinh ngac nhin Doan Moc mét khong chit thay
d6i mit, hoai nghi 16 tai minh c6 nghe lam hay khong, Khéibang ndy. . . . . . Han r6t cyc tinh thanh thin sao? ! Tuy rang Han Dy Tran bict han cing Luu
Van tinh thAm y trong, nhurng cfmgkhéngnglﬁtéingub’inﬁy s€ mau lay nang vé nha nhur the, von trdng rang con phai dgi thurgng may nim ! Thoat nhin,
Poan Moc lai trd thanh ngurdi som thanh thin nhat trong ba nguol

Poan Moc trén mat hoi do 1én, nhe giong ndi:

" Ming mudi dau théng sau i ngity hoang dao, ta mudn vé nha thnh thén. Thiép moi da giri di, vé phan hai ngwoi céc ngwoi, khong can thiép moi, truc
tiép theo ta tro v& di."

Niém Huong nhin khong duoc cudi ra tiéng, chip tay tur day long noi:
"Sém sinh quy tir, bach dau giai Bo."
Han Dy Tran lic dAu lién tuc:

"Bét kha tu nghi! Bat kha tu nghi! Bing son ciing c6 nghi théng sudt mdt ngay! Thoi, chiic hai nguoi cac ngwoi cim sit hai hoa, vinh két dong tam."



Ba nguoi cam khai mdt phen, trong chén tra da can, quay dAu nhin lai, goc kia ba nit tir con thip giong ndi giom, trén it trin day hanh phuc. Han Dy
Tran 6n nhu nhin vé mit [.& Canh, nhin khéng duge ndi nho:

"Piing thé! D6 1 hd lira ta ciing nhay, chuAn bi mot phéan & di H6 Nam Nhac Duong, khong biét L tién bi thich ban v& dep van 1 hao tiru?"

Poan Moc bdng nhién trim giong noi:

"Pai ca nguoinhur thé ndo r6i? Gap hén chwa? Tuyén Dung Huong di theo hén sao?"

Han Dy Tran sung s6t mdt chit,:

"Ta chura thiy qua hainguoihdn. . . . . . Chi mong Dung Huong tiéu thur tinh tinh ¢6 thé thay dbi stra."

Poan Moc dem cdc tra udng can, thip giong noi:

"Ta cling voi nang, c6 mdt mon ng phai tinh 16 rang!"

Niém Hurong biét hén n6i chuyén Dung Hurong dam Liru Van , hdn ciing khong nén khuyén béo, chi ndi:

"Nhi ty ta ty khi xac thye ¢b quéi, vé Iy nén chiu chut gido huan. Nhung nang ban tinh ky thét khongxéu, chinh i cha tir nho gido hun nang ké yéu hin
phai chet, theo 101 n6i, lam nang d6i v6i mang ngudi tir trude dén nay khong coi trong, muon giét ctr giét, ciing khong thay duoc minh c6 céi gi sai. Sau
nang xubng nii choc rét nhidu hoa, cha mGi phét gisc chinh minh bdi dudng ra duoc dira nho khong cach nao khong ché, vi thé moi dua nang nhot tai
Ngoc Thai, khong cho nang tré ra nira budc. Ta nghi, chi can c6 mdt nguoi din duong, nang nhét dinh ¢6 thé trd thanh mdt ngwoi con gai tot."

Poan Moc man 1én moi, that 1au sau, mbi ndi:

"Khong biét khong thé 1am c6 giét choc, ngudi pham sai Am nhiéu, ngudi bi nang giét, chi sg hdn phéach dudi mét dat ciing kho yén tinh."

Niém Huong biét ro héin ndi ¢6 dao ly, nhung dit sao ngwdi ndy lai | nhj ty cta minh, kho trénh khoi thién vi mdt it, lip tirc ciing khong ndi nia, hai
nguoi yén lang udng nude tra.

Han Dy Tran cudi noi:
"Néi chuyén sat phong canh lam cai gi? That pha hao tim tinh. Van i ndi ching ta nén tang hai nguoi I8 vét gi dil"

Bgan Moc mit lai 13 d6 1én, rit mudn limra bo dang nghiém tuc, tuy nhién nhu thé ndo cling khong thé che hét khoe miéng nhéch én cudi, trong anh
nit l6e ra hao quang hanh phuc.
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Chuwong 43

Trong lic trubi hon sy, Luru Van Iudn trong trang thai bon chon nong ndy, dau tién | mdt ddng nit thy may dén, tinh t& giip nang do dang ngudi, sau do
lai c6 mot dam tir nuong mdi ngiy thay nang ding bao nhiéu thir ¢6 quai tim rira. Ngoai ra, L& Canh cing Tap Negoc thinh thoang con ché cudi, m méu
chét nhét 1, dai hon trude murdi ngly, vo chdng méi cudi hai ngudi khong thé gip mit!

Nang da c6 méy ngay chua nhin théty Poan Moc rdi, noi that, that | ¢ chit nhé. Trudc trude hiin mbi ngdy déu ¢ bén minh, ning cho t6i by git cing
khong con nghi t6i lic hai nguoi phai tach ra, nay bat qua nurdi ngy khong thiy, nang cling ding ngoi khong yén.

"Gép céi gi? T6i hom nay c6 thé nhin thiy !"

Tap Ngoc ngdi & tiéu 4n bén canh mit bén udng tra mdt bén ché cudi nang. Lé Canh ciing phu hoa theo, ning cling Luru Van & v6i nhau, Iy dinh chit
hoat bat, 1ap tirc cuoi ndi:

"Chinh 1 d6! T6i hom nay phu quén turu ra ngay lic d6 ! Xem nguroi hai ngiy b dang thét thén thin!"

Luru Van thit mudn nhéy dyng Ién ciing cac nang cdi Iy, nhung phia sau dang c6 rat nhidu vi gia chai du, nang ngay ca c6 ciing khong thé dong, khong
khoi voi la 1én:

"Céc ngwoi ché cudi ta! Tot, 1an sau cac nguroi dai hon, ta ché lail"

Phia sau vi gia cudi noi:
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"C6 nurong trude dirng nhiic nhich, dang lic quan trong nha!"

Luru Van danh phai ngoan ngodn ngdi mdt chd, ca ngudi ciing khong thoai méi, mdt bén gitip nang thirong son bot nurde ngudi no cudi noi:

"C6 mrong dep nhur thé, tam thiéu gia nhit dinh vui mirg! T6i hom nay Am tAn nurong tr, B Kic nit nhan xinh dep nhét, trim ngin khong thé qua loa ."
Luu Vén quét mom, khong phuc néi:

"Ainéi ! Ta lic ndo ciiing xinh dep nht "

Tit ca moi ngurdi nd ny cudi, mdt bén ngudi san soc dau vira dem khin voan bit kin i, bén ngoai hoa ¢b Ia thanh d3 nudn truyén t61, rung troi vang, moi
nguoi déu cudi néi:

"Pén that 14 thu xao! TAn nuong tir nén xuat mon !"
Moi ngudi voi vang di mo cira, Tap Ngoc di dén bén ngudi Liru Van, nhe nhang dé ba vai ciia ning, 6n nhu ndi:
"Chuc mirng ngwoi, Luou Van. Nhin ngwoi hanh phuic nhur vay, ta that sy cuc ky vui nirng.”

Luru Van voi vang cam tay nang, rung giong ndi:

"Lam sao bay gio? Tap Ngoc! Ta. . . . .. Ta hoi so! Lap gia dinh v& sau c6 phéi ciing khong c6 thé giéng nhur trude tur do tur tai rdi? Ta con ¢6 thé di tim
nguoi khong?"

Téap Ngoc nd ny cudi, ngdi xudng di vach khéin voan ctia nang, vé mit Liru Van 14 sg hai An chd' mong , Tép Ngoc nhe n6i ndi :

"Ngbe, ngwoi bt cir ic ndo ciing c6 thé t6i tim ta, ching ta khong phai néi rdi sao? Vinh vién ciing s& & ciing nhau. Poan Moc 1 ngudi rit tot, nguoi
da quén sao? Ta noi roi, nguoi 14 nit hai tr tot nhat, cho nén nhat dinh s& nam tir t6t nhat yéu thuong nguoi. Thoai mai di, xem, ki¢u hoa t6i 161! Poan
Moc 6 bén ngoai chd ngiroi nha! Con khong nhanh?"

Luru Van cAm thit chét tay néng, con mudn ndi diéu g, lai bi Tap Ngoc dem khéin voan dé xudng, mdt tay néng ning dly huéng ngoai cira di dén. Nang
thap giong noi:

" Lau Van, nguoi la t6t nhét, khong cAn so hail"

Luru Van duoc vai nguoi sin séc du gitp do kn kigu hoa, mot duong khua chiéng 6 trong, rat ndo nhigt. Tién thinh noi d6 som tu ddy giang ho hao
kiét, déu chuc tang I¢, ky tran di bao chat day phong. Kiéu hoa dén tién thinh, Poan Moc nhdy xudng ngira , nguoi san soc dau p tre dem lya d6 mang
giao trén tay han, d€ han dan Luu Van di vao.

Luu Van lo so di tdi, so minh lam céi gi sai 1Am, lya d6 mdt du b5ng nhién bi ngurdi nhe nhang 161 hai céi, 1a Poan Mdc, hin khong no6i gi. Luu Van cling
gidt hai cai day lua, hai nguoi khde miéng ciing nhin khong duoc tuoi cudi. Mot dudng di vao dai sanh, Poan Mc o gia tir cting phu nhan sém hoa
phuc cho doi, bén canh 1a Poan Mdc dai ca, cting ngudi rat it gip Poan Mc nhi ca.

Quan cao giong kéu nhét bai thién dia, hai ngudi nhe nhang quy xubng,

Téap Ngoc long tran day camkhai nhin bon ho chi 1é thién dia cha e, trong long vui mirng. Trén vai bdng nhién 4m &p, nang quay dau, da thy Niém
Huong cudi dai nhin minh, hin thira dip nhiéu ngudi, dem miéng ké 16 tai nang, nhe giong n6i:

"Chiing ta ngay mai s& xuat phat di Hang Chau, ta ciing huéng phu thén nguoi cdu hon di. Yén tam, bt ké nhur thé ndo, chiing ta nhét dinh s& cting mbt
chd "

Téap Ngoc cim tay héin, hai ngudi nm ngén tay quin giao cting mot chd, git gao , khong thé tich ra.

L& Canh cing 14 thap phin him m) nhin hén 18 ctia bon hén, trong bung tinh toan lm nhur thé ndo tim mot cau tho thich hop & hinh dung gio' phitt vui
sudng nay, bong nhién trén 10 tai nhat nglra, nguyén lai Han Dy Tran cling bat churde Niém Huong ciing nang ké tai néi nho.

"N6i cho ta biét, cha nguoi thich héo tiru hay ban vé dep?"

L& Canh ngin ngo, kinh ngac dép:

" Tat nhién | ban v& dep. . . . . . Nguoi héi cai nay lam cai gi?"
Han Dy Trn "Nha" mit tiéng, thuc dung d&n néi:

"Nhac phu dai nhan twong lai, ta sao c6 thé khong hop ¥? Chi so hén tire gidn, khong chiu dem nir nhi bao bdi cho ta, ta day ching phai | hang dém
doan truong?"



L& Canh ha to mdm, khong biét nén noi cai gi, sau mot liic 1, ning bdng nhién ndi nho:

"Kia. . . ... Lai ndi tiép, ta ciing nén iy long mot chit énh dwong énh huynh. . . . . . ?Bonho. . . ... Thich gi?"

Han Dy Tran bét cudi, dem nha dau ngo ngéc 6m trong long, cudi ndi:

"Ngwoi c4i gi ciing khong can am, chi cAn nguroi dén rdi, bon ho chinh i vui mimg."

Bén nay Luu Vén cing Boan Moc di nhién d xong, quan hat vang dua vao dong phong, tin nurong tir p tirc duoc nguoi dua vao phong hoa, Poan
Moc 6 lai tién thinh moi ngudi udng ruou. Han tiru keong von cao, chinh 3 hém nay vui vé, nhung mudn vé gip mrong tir, khong yén long udng miy bat,
sc mit thé nhung ciing bt dau hién hong. Pang ni chuyén mot liic, chot nghe bén ngoai ha nhin cao giong noi:

"Hitu 18 dén ——1"

Tét ca moi ngudi sing sot, ngudi dua 18 vat mudn i ai? Lai 16 miing cuc ky! Poan Moc quay dau chd ngudi ting I&, ai ngd mot It sau, ha nhén lai dang
camhé ra thiép moi chay t6i, noi:

"Tam thiéu gia, bon ho khong chiu ndi danh hao, ciing khong chiu tién vao, uru lai 18 vét cting thiép mdi nay di trudc! "

Boan Moc ¢6 chit kinh ngac iép nhan bai thiép, md ra vira thiy, sic mét kh& bién, mdt lat sau, lai nhin khong diroc mim cudi, dem béi thiép dé xubng,
cat cao giong noi:

"Pem I vat ning di tin phong!"

Bita tiéc cudi ndo nhiét cye ky, mat troi mau chim xuéng, moi ngurdi moi tin hirng ma vé. Bon Niém Huong dem Poan Mdc dua tdi cira phong, Han
Du Tran cudi noi:

"Khong say chit? Pém nay cling dirng 1am cho tan nrong tir khdc nhe."
Loi nay tréu gheo, tAt ca moi nguoi nhin khong duge bat cuol Poan Moc khdng néi chuyén, chi nhe nhang dét tay 1én vai hén, thép giong not:
"Pai hon I& ctia ngwoi, ching ta s& tir tr tinh toan rd rang."

Pén phién Han Dy Tran cudi khé, miét thdy Poan Moc vao dong phong, tit ca moi ngui thire thi di ra, ai cling khong dam di ndo loan, vi thé déu tur
quay ve khach phong khong nhac toi.

Poan Moc day ctra di vao, nguyén tudng riang c6 dau ctia minh then thing vui mimg ngdi & trén girong chd minh, ai ngo nang cur nhién che khén voan,
dimg trude I8 vat, ude chimg Ja suy nghi ca nira ngiy md khong ra, nang nong nay, nhin khong duge dap mot quyén, voi la lén:

" Cai thing gi thé? ! Cur nhién mo khong ra!"
Poan Moc cudi khd, di téi nhéc nhe nang 1én, bé Ién trén giwong, thip giong nbi:
"Ngdi dirng nhiic nhich."

Hién xoay ngudi di iy hi thure, nhe nhang khay khan, dudi khin voan do bimg lap tirc 10 ra dung nhan kiéu my tuyét ludn, méit nang chdp chdp, nhin héin
16 ra mdt cai twoi cudi. Poan Moc trong 1ong rung dong, nhin khong duoc danh roi hi thude, ngdi bén girdng khd vudt gwrong mit ctia nang, on nhu noi:

"Nguwoi hommnay. . . . . . That su 1a curc ky xinh dep."

Luru Vén cudi cuoi lién bién thanh déc v, cai miii thidu chit nira kiéng ti troi, nging Ién du noi:
"D 1 tur nhién! Ta khi ndo xAu cha?"

Poan Moc goi én khoe miéng, bdng nhién tir trong long ngure Ay ra xemra bai thiép dua t6i:
"Nguoi xem mot chit hom I& vat kia i ai dua ."

Luru Van ¢6 chit kho hiéu nhan By, vira mo ra, da thiy mét bién séc:

" Tiéu hai tir Luru Van, nghe théy tin lanh, khong d4m tw y t6i, dc bi hi €. Nguyén: than tién quyén ¥, vinh két dong tim, hai hoa my méin, bach dau giai
ld0. Mau than chiic con hanh phiic."

Trong ndi tm nang khong biétatu vi i, so run sau mot lic 1au, moi noi:

Poan Moc kéo nang dén trudc hom, Ky tay nhe nhang giy, mit trén khéa lp tirc mo ra, hin ndi nho:



"Nguoi mo ra xemdi."

Luru Van chim rdi nAng néip, da thiy bén trong vo sb quén 40, con ¢6 ba bbn nrong nhod, bén trong déu I trang sirc. Quin 4o déu 1 to lua cao cap nhat
, mit trén tdn mat ra huong khi ngot ngao, Luu Van doi ndy huong vi ndy ciing khong xa la, d6 1a min trén ngudi A Td phu nhan.

Nang nhin khong dugc cAm Ay mot tii théu uyén wong, bén trong bdng nhién roi ra hé ra to gidy nho, it trén i mot hang chit xinh dep:
"Pi sudt dém, kho tranh khoi xdy xat, mong ngwoi vui mirmg."
Chéng I&, nhirng thir nay 1 do nang ty minh lim sao? Nang dem tdi chit nhdt cdm Ién, phong di trude mii, dem mét dan lén.

Phia trén 13 hiong vi méu thin ctia nang, 4m 4p ngot ngio. Liru Van bén trong d6i miét néng Ién, nhin khong dwoc mudn khée, Poan Moc & phia sau 6m
nang, n6i nhd:

"Tan mrong tir khong duoc khoc nhé, ngwoi & so voi bat ludn ké nio déu vui mirmg méi ding "

Luu Van hit miii mt c&i, nude mit sém bi Poan Moc lau, nang nirc nd noi:

Poan Mdc diem ¢ modi clia nang;

"K hong duroc néi nhimg thir sat phong canh nay ..., hom nay B ngay dai hon. Ngwoi néu kh s, ching ta hai ngy nira di Van Nam vAn an ning,
duoc chir?"

Luru Van gt git dau, Boan Moc mim cudi, bdng nhién dem nang 6m Ay, huéng giwong di dén. Luru Van "Nha" mdt tiéng, dot nhién it do 1én, khong
biét ni ci gi, nurde mit cling ryt trdy ve.

" Laru Van, cudi duogc nguoi, 1a phic khi lon nhét doi ta."

Héin noi xong, do kim tram hoa & cai trén dau nang rit xudng, ¢di bé 4o hi dai ciia nang. Man lua roi xudng, phurong cuc lac thin bi thién dia, chi thude
v& hai nguroi yéu nhau. Sau ngdy dai hon, Niém Huong cung Han Dy Tran déu cdo tir ra khoi Boan Moc thé gia, mbt ngudi mén chi di Hang Chéau cau
hon, mdt ngudi lo s¢ di mua Ié vat vé Nhac Duong lay long nhac phy tuong lai.

"Ching ta ciling nén chia tay ."

Han Dy Tran ghim chét ddy cuong, quay dau hudng Niém Hirong cudi ndi:

"Ngay khéc luon luén co hdi gap lai, nhét dinh phai bao trong!"

Hai ngudi chép tay cao biét, Tap Ngoc kinh ngac nhin béng lung ctia hén, bdng nhién nhin khong dwoc kéu én:

"Boi chut!"

Han Dy Tran quay dAu cudi dai nhin nang, sau mot lic 1w, méi 6n nhu noi:

"C6 gilo ling sa0?"

Tap Ngoc dung tht lau sau, mbi noi:

"Nguoi. . . . .. Vi sao khong mudn ciing ta di Hang Chau gap phu than? Han miy ndm nay ngoai miéng tuy rang khong néi, nhung trong 1ong luon luon i
nhé thirong me con cac ngwol."

Han du bui ngira déunhintrc‘)'i, khé& né nu cuor:

"Hin da c6 cude sdng clia han, thanh Té tudng ton kinh, ma chiing ta khong phai ké nghéo ting giang hd, da 1 mot cai thé giéi . Gia méu nam do6 roi di
cting la durt khoat kién quyét, chura timg c6 nghi quay dau Nang thu dudng hai ¢6 nhi, mbt nguoi la dai ca cta ta, mbt ngudi la mudi tir cua ta Thily
Thay, méy nim nay mic dit c6 khd c6 ngot, nhung cudi ciing 1 kho tAn cam lai, cho nén ching ta ciing khéng muén quay dau. Ching ta quéa quen giang
hd khodi y an ctru, chi sg khong thé quen quan lai gia toc quy khi. Tap Ngoc mudi tir, hio ¥ ctia nguoi, long ta finh. Ky thét, ta duoc quen biét mudi tir
nhu ngwoi, trong 1ong d hét st cao himg "

Tap Negoc thiy hin thai do minh xéc, biét 16 khong nén khuyén niva, chi nbi:

"Nhungla. .. ... Ngwoi ching 18 nhin tim dé o nhén gia twdng niém cac nguoi, khong biét sbng chét ciia cac nguoi?"



Han Dy Tran trAm ngam sau mdt ic 1au, bong nhién trén g g xudng mot cai ngoc boi dura téi:

"Nguoi cdm ndy, ddy | nim d6 phy thn ting cho méu thin . Ngwoi giao cho héin, da ndi nhiéu niim nhur vy, céi g 4n on tinh ciru cling da khong ton
tai. Nay han tot, chiing ta ciing tot, nhur vy 1a du roi. Ngy sau néu cd co hdi, ta nhat dinh s€ van an 3o nhdngia. . . . . Nhung khong phai hién tai."

Tép Ngoc tiép nhan ngoc boi cho vao trong i 40, git git dau, hé miéng, lai khong biét nén néi cai gi. Han Dy Trin mim cudi, on nhu ndi:
"Chiing ta quen biét da lu nhur vay, nguroi mot tiéng dai ca ciing khong nguyén goi ta sao?"

Tap Ngoc nhin khong dugc nhe nhang kéu lén:

"Paica...... ! Bao trong! Ching ta nhét dinh c6 thé giip lai! Ngwoi nhét dinh phéi hanh phiic!"

Han Dy Tran 6n nhu so du nang;

"C6 céi gi khé khian, chd quén di Hudng hac cung tim ta. Nhé k§, nguoi co6 mdt dai ca luén nhé nguoi.”

Téap Ngoc gt git ddu, Han Dy Tran r6t cuc mang theo L& Canh xoay ngudi giue ngua rdi di, bong déang dan dan bién mit & cudi dudng,
Niém Hurong v v ba vai ctia nang, 6n nhu noi:

"Chiing ta di thoi, som mdt chit gip cha ngwoi n6i chuyén, ta moi c6 thé an tim."

Noi xong, hén vira cuoi:

"Nguyén lai héin 14 dai ca ngwoi! Ta ciing véi hén quen biét méy ném, thé nhung tuyét khong biét. Tap Ngoc, xemra ta va nguoi that su c6 duyén."
Tép ngoc goi Ién khoe miéng, nhe nhang vung mé, hai con ngwa chay téi. Nang I6n tiéng noi: "

Ta nhét dinh phai dé phu than ddng ¥! Ta tin trdng hén nhit dinh s& dong 1"
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Chuong 44

Ban dém, Triéu ba chinh trong cira dang cam com chiéu ctia minh hudng phong nhd trong héu vién di t6i. Di qua hanh lang gAp khiic, bong nhién nghe
thiy mot tleng khéc mo hd, hin nhin khong duroc tho dai mdt hoi, phu nhén lai bt dau khoc, tir khi o gia tro vé sau cude tim kiém dai tiéu thr, phu
nhan co hd mdi ngay déu lay nu6e mit rira mit. Pai tiéu thu rdt cude di dau? Hén nhin nang 1on 1én, biét nang cing 1o gia idng nhau, déu 14 tinh tinh
budng binh, quyét da quyét, muoi con ngya ciing kéo lai. Co phéi cha va con gai bon ho ¢6 ci gi méu thuan?

Nam trude bon ha nhén déu truyén dai tiéu thu bi ma quy 4m thich mdt tén ngde tir, sau d6 Fo gia gian dit, dem thing ngdc kia nhdt & sai phong, con
dem bon ha nhan d6n tin d4nh mdt tran rdi dudi di. Két qua di qua sai phong ngiy hom sau, dai tiéu thur ciing thing ngdc kia da khong thiy tim hoi, nghe
16i cac trang dinh 1o gia phai di canh tiéu thu déu bj dut tay dirt chan, khi d6 moi ngudi méi biét dwoc dai tiéu thu v& cong nguyén lai cao nhur vay.

Tié'ng‘kh(')c dan dan chim xudng, trong gié truyén dén tiépg tiéu thiéu gia cti dAu tiéng an i, Triéu ba hit mdt tiéng, hoan hao, tiéu thiéu gia tir trude dén
nay déu nhu thé, khong lam cho phu nhan thuong tim dén tuyét vong,

Hién di dén trude cin phong nho ctia minh, dang mudn mo cira, chot nghe & cira truyén dén tiéng dap cira, tyra hd nhur voi vang, Hén ndi thim mot tiéng,
ai lai dén tudng phu gio nay?

"Pén ddy dén day!"

Triéu ba run rdy chay t6i, kéo ctra ra khoa hoi:

"Ai? Biét miy giO oL . . . . . o

Loi ctia héin bdng nhién dirng lai, bat kha tur nghi trimg niit nhin ngudi ngoai cira, so' run sau mdt lic 1u ciing n6i khéng noi ra.
Téap Ngoc nhin hén mim cudi, thip giong n6i:

"Tricu b, da u khong gip."


http://ebookfull.net

Triéu ba ngo ngic nhin nang, phia sau nang con tudn my nho nhd nam tir tré tudi, hai ngudi déu mim cudi nhin minh. Han bdng nhiéntrong c¢6 hong phét ra
mot cai quai di thanh am, dat c¢o hong kéu ken:

"Lio gia! Lio gia——! Phu nhén! Pai tiéu thur. . . . .. Dai tiéu thr da tro lail"

Hén ho  khong qua bao lau, chi nghe mdt trén binh binh bang bang, sau do cira tién thinh dot nhién bi day ra, Tu Ma ko gia mic 'y phuc hang ngay di
chan tran voi vang tir bén trong ctra vot ra, hén tham chi khong thay quéan 4o, khong thé tin chay t¢i, vira nhin thdy Tap Ngoc, hin dau tién 1 cue ky kich
dong, sau d6 liéc nhin Niém Huong phia sau nang, hén ngan ra, p tirc lanh nit.

"Nguoi trd vé am cai gi? Néu ta nhd khong lim, ta va ngwroi dd doan tuyét quan hé cha con!"

Tu M Fo gia ¢b y quay lung lai thé khong nhin nang, trdm giong ndi xong, Vira durt 1o, lai nghe mit sau truyén dén tiéng khoc, nguyén Tu Ma phu nhin
cung Tu M Hudng Licu cling chay phu nhan wira thay dugce Tap Ngoc, nhat thoi cai gi cling bat chap, dem nang 6m vao trong long, lamsao conde y

nguoi & phia sau nang!

Tap Ngoc 6n nhu trAn an mbu thf}n, lai cfmg'dé dé vé mat vui sudng ndi hai cau ndi, anh mit cla nang van binh tinh ];_}nh nhat, nhung trong anh it lai 16e
ra kién dinh quang mang, tuyét doi kién quyet. Mai cho dén Tu Ma phu nhén rot cuc binh finh mot chit, nang méi thap giong noi:

"Hurdng Liéu, ngwroi trude me diu vao di, ta c6 10i ndi voi cha."

Tu Ma Hudng Lidu tuy réng binh thudng binh finh, i sao van chi i mot tiéu hai tir chira day muoi lim, héin dép (g trude mot tiéng, sau d6 lai thién
chan hoi:

"Ty, 1n ndy nguoi s& khong di nira di? Ché di, ¢ lai di! Ta con chd nguoi day ta quyén phép! Su phu ndi ta khong c6 khiéu luyén vo, noi ta bo di."
Tap Ngoc cuoi cudi, 6n nhu ndi:

"Ngwoi yén tim, ta nhét dinh day nguoi. Nguoi dua me di nghi ngoi, cho nang ubng nude."

Tu Ma Hudng Lidu nghe 1 dira me di vao bén trong phong. Tap Ngoc quay dau nhin phu thén, bo vai ciia hin 1 rang dang phét run, lai khong nhin
nang khong cting nang n6i chuyén. Tap Negoc hit mdt hoi, theo tay 4o trong tiii Hy ra ngoc bdi Han Dy Tran dua cho minh, bude nhanh dén phia trude,
nhe giong n6i

M Cha, ta ln ny t6i 12 ¢4 hai chuyén."

Tu Ma IFo gia lanh Ring noi:

"Nguoi con goi ta 1a cha? ! Nguoi thit sy xemta 1a cha sao? !"

Tap Negoc quat curong mén Ién moi, sau mot lic 1u moi én tiéng;

"V6 Iuan nhur thé nio, nguroi luon Ja cha ta, nguoi sinh ta nudi ta, ta kinh ngwoi yéu ngwoi, cude doi ndy ciing khong bién!"

Tu M 1o gia dot nhién xoay ngudi, git gao trimg mét nhin nang, that Au sau héin moi noi:

"Loi n6i cua ta, nguoi cho t6i by gio cling khong nghe, ta dau long, ngwoi cho t6i by gior ciing khong thiy ! Ngwoi von tily himg 1am bay! Ngwoi muén
Tu Ma gia mit mét? Nguoi mudn tat ca moi ngudi dén ché cudi nguoi, ché cudi cha ngwoi?"

Téap Ngoc ¢6 chit cap, ha mdm da nghil phan bac, trén vai bdng nhién bi ngudi nhe nhang wira dd, 1 Niém Hurong, Nang voi vang n6i nho:
"NiémHuong! Ta. . .. ..
Niém Huong nhe nhing che miéng ctia nang, thip giong ndi: "Niguroi dimg nbi chuyén, ta t6i ddy . Hét thay déu giao cho ta."
Hén chdm ri di t6i, nhin Tu Ma o gia cti dAu, trAm giong noi:

"Tur Ma lio 6ng, vin bbi Tuyén Niém Huong, nhan st Ngoc phong. Lin d4u dén tham, that sw 16 méng, xin hy tha 161"

Tu Ma 1o 6ng c6 chit gidt minh nhin hdn tuén“]ﬁng nho nh3, la thing ngbc kia? Hin thdy Niém Huong ndi néing van nhd, khi chit cao thuong, cam thiy
ban nang ndi Ién hdo cdm, nhung ma cling vi ti€u tr nay, khién cho Tu MA gia ga bay chd stia, nhin khong dugc tram mt, lanh nhat n6i:

"Nguoi dén lam c4i g? Ta khong cho ring ching ta ¢6 gi dé ndi ."
Niém Hurong bdng nhién quy xubng, dap dau toi, trAm giong noi:
"Van béi ty biét than phén thap kém, khong nén tréo cao Té turdng thién kim Nhung van bbi d6i véi Tu M tiéu thur that sy tinh hitu doc chung, viin bdi

khong d:é1m cam dpan 6 thé lé}m cho tiéu thuw vuot qua cémy ngoc thuc , nhung nhit dinh dem hét toan luc tuyét dbi s& khong lam cho tié}l thu chiu mot
chit kho! Thinh cau Tu Ma Té tudng dem ticu thu phd thac cho van boi! Van boi ngay ca tan xuwong nat thit, cling quyet khong lam cho tiéu thu chiu



nira diéu kho khan!"

Tu Ma 1o gia so run sau mdt e Au, bdng nhién hir mdt tiéng:

"Hoang duong!"

Hén phiy tay 4o bo di, Niém Hirong cét cao giong noi:

"Té tudng néu khong ddng ¥, van bdi lién van quy khong ddy, bay ra thanh tam!"
Tu M o gia dot nhién dimng lai, that lu sau, hin m6i thdp giong noi:

"Ngwoi damuy hiép ta? That to gan! Ngwoi nghi ring ta s nguroi sao? Tap Ngoc, nguoi di vao! Khong c6 1énh ctia ta khong duoc di ra! Néu khong
lién roi Tu Ma gia, vinh vién ciing dimg trd v&!"

Téap Ngoc dam chan, xoay ngudi huéng Niém Hirong chay tdi, héin bong nhién trim giong ndi:
"Tap Ngoc! Nghe 10i cha nguoi ndil"

Nang ngy ra mdt chit, da thiy trong mét Niém Hirong chira y cudi, yén king nhin minh, giéng nhu dang noi: Tin tuéng ta! La nhanh thanh cong mot
ntra!

Nang bét dic di, di theo cha tién vao, cira dong lai. Tu Ma o gia bude nhanh di vé phia trrde, Tap Ngoc Wng khong yén theo phia sau, toan bo tam tur
di theo Niém Huong dang quy ¢ trude cira. Tu M2 o gia bong nhién ngtrng lai, xoay nguoi nhin nang, sau mdt lic 1au moi noi:

"Ngwoi néi in ndy t6i c6 hai chuyén, chuyén thir nhét coi a cau hén? Mot chuyén khac 1 c4i gi?"
Tap Ngoc mbi nhé trén tay minh con dang némngoc boi ctia Han Dy Tran, nang voi vang dem ngoc bdi dua cho cha, nhe giong ndi:
"Con co mdt chuyén. . . . . Ta gap daica."

Tur Ma 1o gia run n, dem ngoc boi Ién nhin, séc mit rdi dot nhién tréy nén tréing béch, voi vang xoay ngudi dénh roi ngoc boi, Tap Ngoc som nhat dé
[én tay han, lai noi:

"Han. . .. .. Tét lim, bao ta béo cha khong cnlailo léng me con bon hin, bon ho hét thay binh an, vé sau hitu duyén ggp lai"

Tu Ma lo gia run run vudt ve ngoc boi, than sic trén mit 4m tram, gidng nhur nhé lai gidng nhur thurong cam, that lau sau, khoe nnt han bdng nhién trot
xubng mot tia sang, vai gidy lat luét qua. Tap Ngoc yén king nhin hén, muroi bay nam, nang chura bao gio thiy trén nit cha than sic tnen mién dau dén
nay, giéng nhur toan b hon phach déu rung dong, anh miét tram 6n ciing rét cyc phé bang tan rd, hoa thanh kich liét gon séng. Phy méu nang tir trude
den nay tuong kinh nhur tan, nang thAm chi nghi cha vinh vién ciing khong hiéu yéu mot nguoi 1 cai gi tu vi, nguyén, khong phai khong biét, chinh 1 da
mét di.

Trong nhay it d6, trong long nang ciing khong biét 1 c4i gi tur vi, co chiit ghen ti, ¢6 chit chua x6t, nhiéu hon tiéc nubi. Hén ndmdo khong c6 diing khi
theo dudi hanh phiic ctia minh sao? Khong, han la ¢6 diing khi , khong c6 diing khi 1 nit tir roi di, han tim murdi nim, cuoi cting khong duong thoi lui, chi
c6 the khuat ting sy that.

Phy than gidng nhu d6t nhién cing minh twong dong, Tap Ngoc binh tinh nhin vé mit dau dén ctia hén, n6i nho:

"Cha. ..... Nam d6, néu hai nguoi cdc nguoi déu co diing khi, chi s hién tai cling s& khong cd su tOn tai cia ta. Ta khong biét 1 nén cam kich hay
cam than, nhung, ta tht sy khong mudn gidng nguoi, tiéc nubi ca doi. . . . . .

Tu Ma Jio gia ngang dau nhin nang, chim rii nhém hai mét lai, thét Jau that lAu, Tap Ngoc da cho I hdn s& khong hoi, hin bdng nhién thip giong hoi:
"Bonho. . . ... Hién tai nhu thé nao?"

"Pai ca bay gid | hio kiét trén giang hd, im ngudi quang minh 181 lac, khodi y an ciru. Nghe n6i. . . . . . Nang kia sau khi roi khéi thu dudng hai c6 nhi,
hién tai con 6 nhét da trd thanh Hac cong tir Hudéng hac cung, cha nguoi cling nghe qué, 1 mt danh mbn anh kiét. Pai ca n6i, bon ho cling ching ta da
khong phai a ngudi ciing mot thé giéi, hién dau c6 cude sbng t6t, khong can viréng ban."

Tur M o gia hit mot hoi that sau, im bam noi:

"Giang ho hao hiép. . . . . . Khodiy an ctru! Hac hic. . . . . . A Vin, nguoi thiy chung khong thay doi. . . . . . Roi di ¢6 16 moi 1 Iya chon tot nhit. . . . . .

Hin xoay ngudi rdi di, Tap Ngoc von dinh dubi theo di ciing hiin cdu chuyén Niém Huong, nhung thiy han than bt thi x4, ciing hoi khong ra, nang danh
phéi yén lang tr6 lai glan phong ctia minh, hoang mang lo so. Tur Ma phu nhan dugc nit tir yéu quy tro v&, vui mimg khong kip, im sao con lo Fing dén
diéu g, & e 3n com ti con khuyén ko gia dong y hon sy hai nguoi, Tu Ma o gia thity chung trim méic, khong ndi mbt 1oi.



Kho khan nhin dén khuya khodt, Tap Ngoc lm sao ngll, nhiéu lan déu muén lidu finh ra bén ngoai cling Niém Huong quy, nhung nhé 101 cha ndi, con c6
Niém Huong anh mit kién dinh, nang chi ¢6 thé ¢b nén xiic dong, & trén giwong kin qua 16n lai, 1ong nong nhur lira dot.

Anh tring than nhién chiéu vao tién dinh, xung quanh v ctng an tinh, chi ¢6 mjt bong dang, tha xudng rét dai. Niém Hirong ling Bing quy gbi & tién dinh,
khong nhuc nhich, trén mit ciing khong ¢6 gi biéu cam. Hin von i ngiy thurdng tuAn m§, hon nita khi do thanh nha, méc du B quy, lai tuyét khong cam
thiy chét vat, chi cam thiy gidng nhur du6i 4nh triing p tirc s& moc canh thanh tién nhan.

Nup trong bong 61 mdt bong dang don bac cudi cuing cting khong nhin duoc, con chua dira di, Niém Huong da chdm réi xoay dau lai, trong mét den
nhin thing vao bong dang hén. Tu Ma Hudng Liu khong thé trdng duge hén cam gide linh mén, hoang sg, cudi cling cén chit ring, xiét chit tay , chim
rai di ra ngoai.

"Nguoi. . . ... M6t ngay chura an, ta cho ngwoi mot it do an."

Huéng Liu nhe nhang ndi xong, dem hop dung thirc an dé xudng, mo ra, bén trong 1 hai cai banh bao cing mdt it 6 an, con c6 mot hd tra ngudi.
Niém Huong mim cudi, 6n nhu noi:

"Cam on, nhung ta khong di bung "

Huréng Liéu ngdy ra mdt chit, nhin khong droc ngdi bén bén canh hin, ing king nhin hdn thai d6 binh finh, trong 1ong khong tir chii dugc sinh ra thin
céan y, ndi nho:

"Tytynang. . . ... Nic nao cling nhanh voi. Nang tir trude dé’n’nay a tinh tinh nong ndy, Jan ndy co thé nhin dugc khong dugc, ta thire kinh ngac. Cho
nén ta toi dua com cho nguoi. Caikia. . . . . . Nguoi ding lo lang, ta cing me déu khuyén cha dongy, ta. . . . . . Ta cam thay nguoi cung ta ty rat xiing

doil"

Niém Huong n6 ny cudi, binh inh nhin han mot h01, hén clng v6i Tap Ngoc rat giéng nhau, nhung so v6i nang trdm 6n rét nhidu, hon nita 4nh it co tri,
tuy rang con c6 chit tré con, nhung Ion 1én sau nhét dinh 1 cong tir tt. Han noi:

"Ngwoiténh. . . ... Hudng Lidu, phai khong? Ty ty nguoi thudng xuyén nhic tdi nguoi, noi nguoi thip phan thong minh, nhé tudi da 1 tai tir danh
legll

Huéng Lidu d6 mit Ién, thip giong ni:

"Nhung ta tinh nguyén ciing ty khodi ¥ giang hd, nhung du thé nao ciing khong hoc duoc kiém phap, HO Duong sur phu ndi ta thoi di."

Niém Huong lic Fc dau:

" Nguoi luon cho minh am hiéu cing khong am hiéu hét , ngwoi thong minh nhur vay, chinh i doc sach khéo thi cong danh, luyén vo bat qué 1 cuong
than kién thé ma thoi, khong thé 1am chii nghiép. Budng tha cho swr am hiéu ctia minh, d6 1 hanh vi ngu xun. Ty ty ngwoi am hiéu tap vo, nguoi am hiéu
doc sach, bat qua ciing | gidng nhau."

Huéng Lidu gat dau

"Ta ciing biét, nhung lai thyre ham md, wdc chimg 14 ta vinh vién ciing khong thé hoi duoc cam gide d6."

Niém Huong thiy hén trong dnh mit toat ra thin séc ham md, khong khoi ndi:

"Néu nguoi nguyén ¥, viéc ndy xong, ta mang nguoi di du ngoan, thé nghiém giang hd."

Huéng Liéu hung phén: "Thét chir? Mot 1oi da dinh!"

"Mt loi da dinh."

Huréng Liéu nhin séc troi mot chit, voi vang dimg lén:

"Ta nén tr& vé di ngd, bing khong ngay mai su phé lai ndi ta! Niém huong dai ca, nguoi yén tim! Ngay mai ta nhét dinh gitip nguoi n6i t6t véi cha! Do
an ta dé lai chd nay, ngwroi néu d6i bung an mot chit, sang sém ngay mai ta nhit dinh quay lai s6m thay d n moi!"

N6i xong hén lién voi vang chay di. Niém hurong hoi hoi goi Ién khoe miéng, hén rat gidng Tap Neoc, khong c6 gi phong b, thich mbt nguoi lién lap tirc
biéu hién ra ngoai tuyét dbi khong gidu diém, nhung hén so voi tap ngoc nhuhoa mot it. Tu Ma gia nhén, 601 cam tinh biéu dat déu tree tiép hon nita
khong dé y hau qua, ndi vay Tu Ma o gia ciing giong nhur vay. . Han dang nghi, chot nghe phia sau truyén dén tiéng budc chan, tai krc Niém Hurong
tt, ap tirc nghe ra ngudi ndy cong luc thim hau, han thim chi khong can quay dau lai déu c6 thé doan duoc I ai. Qua nhién, ngudi no di ti bén canh
hén, ngimg mot hdi, moi ndi:

"Nguoi 14 gan rat 16n, biét ta & day con dam t6i."

Niém Huong dirng mot chit, mdi nhe giong néi:



"HO Durong tién b, ta mudn hdi nguroi mot chuyén."

H) Duong hir mbt tiéng, ngao nghé n6i:

"Ngwoi khong can hoi, ta biét nguoi nghi t6i cai gl."

Niém Hurong trém mic, ngwdi ndy B tic dich Ngoc phong, ciing don di | hung thi hai chét méu thén, muér; n6i héin khong han a khong c6 , nhung hén
khong thira nhan cting khong dugc, lan dau tién nhin thay, chinh minh ién ttr day long bai phuc ngudéi nay. Han la ngudi giang ho s¢ hiru mot loai cudng
vong, la mot doan hoa, mot cai ung, mot nguoi phong dang khong kem ché duge cao ngao kién quyet nhu 6. Hén lam hét nhitng ViéC moi ngurol muon
lam, dao dirc quy pham trong miét hén chinh | khong co g, hén vinh v1en Jy quan niém ctia minh d6i dai ding sai. Ngudi nhu vy, mudn néi hin tra tin
mdt nir nhan dén chét vi Thién thanh kiém quyét, hén that sy khong mubn tin tuéng,

Ho Duong so run thét lau sau, moi nhe nhang noi:

"T6 canhuong, . . . .. L4 nit nhAn c4 doi H6 Duong ta yéu nhét . Ta tinh nguyén lim dau minh mdt nghin ln, ciing khong nguyén d4 thurong nang mbt soi
toc."

Niém Huong khong thé twéng duwoc hén lai dot nhién n6i voi minh nhitng 1oi nay, khong khoi simg st mot chit, HS Duong nd ny curoi:

"Nhur thé nao? Chura timng nghe qua nguoi khac nguoi can damnéi yéu? Yéu chinh 1 yéu! C6 céi gi phai ¢ che gidu ?! Thue doa ngudi sao? Lio Tir
thich ai s€ 16n tiéng noi ra!"

Niém Hirong cudi cudi, thip giong ni:
"Khong, ta chi i ¢6 chut kinh ngac, dii sao mau than ctia ta chét khong rd rang, m nhi tir, ta nghi biét ngon ngudn, khong qua dang chir?"
H) Duong nheo mit lai, hit mdt hoi that sau, cit cao giong noi:

"Ta Hb Duong ca doi tuyét dbi khong co im qua chuyén c6 161 d6! Tiée nudi duy nhat, chinh 14 ning da 1 vo nguoi khéc, mdt khiic cudi cing, ta khong
thé mang nang dil"

Thanhamcuahanrmdot nhlenthap xubng, mang mot cam gidc thé hrong, hao tinh van truong, cudi cting lai lac nhau. Ngiy dém nhé nguoi, hin khong
thé cAm tay nang, tir nay vé sau mot minh ngfim triing, ly rugu mang giot twong tur.

Niém Huong thip giong ndi:
" Nhung chuyén kia, chua timg c6 nguoi néi cho ta biét. Nguoi. . . . . C6 thé ndi cho ta biét khong?"
Hb Duong bdng nhién thé dai mot tiéng, xoay ngudi roi di:

"Hét thay déu tri qua, nay khong con y nghiia! Nguoi phai d6i t6t voi chinh minh néu con ¢ thé! Mot doi trude chuyén ngudi, cling cac nguoi vo can!
P dé ta yéu throng, vé sau lién giao cho ngwoi!"

Niém Hurong voi vang quay dau, kha hén cude trinh cye nhanh, ¢4 bién mét & cudi cudi. Mot chuyén qua khir, mudn biét nhung khong thé biét, cir dé
n6 qua nhur gi6 sao? Nhung, it nhat da biet, mau than khong phai 1 bi han hai chét , thim chi, c¢d € 1a yéunhau. . . . . . ?

Hiéin khong nita nghi tiép, H6 Duong ndi rét ding, nhitng ngay trrde mit ot B duoc roi. Poan du diéu, nhung sur tht chi ¢6 mdt, hin tdi gi lim chinh
minh thém tdm su?

Niém Hurong quy dén ngy thir ba, Tép Ngoc 16t cuc khong cach nao nhin dugc, nang di vao thur phong phy thén, tinh liéu finh n6ira y nghi ctia minh,
sau do6 gian dir roi di. Nang dimg stre déy cira ra, ai ngd phy than dang ngan nguoi ngdi vudt ve ngoc voi, thdy nang dén, hin nging dau nhin sic troi,
bng nhién hir mot tiéng,

"M&i ba ngy thdi, tén tiéu tir d6 con chura vét va!"

Hién lanh Ring néi xong, phii thém 4o khoéc dira ctra, di vé phia trrde tién dinh.

Niém Huong van nhur cii quy & d6 khong nhic nhich, hoi ¢6 vé chét vat chit, du sao ba ngay démkhong ngt, hon nira lai quy, mic du hén’céng phu
cao, cting co chit an khong tiéu. Han thay Tu Ma lao gia voi vang di t6i, nhin khong duoc lang & goi Ién khée miéng, lap tirc ngang déu, bat gip anh nyt
lanh King, Niém Huong khong ndi gi, nhung ai ciing ¢6 thé thay dugc day mat han day kién quyet.

Tur M o gia nhin héin mot hoi, rdt cyc md miéng hoi:

"Nguoi mubn bit nit nhi ctia ta? Chi n6i miéng! Chéng 18 muén ta dem nit nhi ga cho ngwoi, sau d6 phiéu bac sao?"

Niém Huong tir trong nguc By ra sinh kinx

"Vin bdi & Lac Duong mo tu thyc day dan c6, tit nhién khong bang té tudng phit du da, nhung tuyét ddi s& khong lim cho tiéu thur bi déi rét!"



Tu Ma Jo gia ciing khong nhin sinh kim, chinh 14 ngéng Ién déu noi:

"Ta bt ké nguroi 13 im c4i g, ta chi hoi ngroi dua vao c4i gl By nir nhi clia ta?"

Niém Huong gidt minh mot c4i, dot nhién bimg tinh dai ngd, hin ddp dau t6i, cét cao giong noi:
"Van béi thé, cude doi nay chi can mdt nguoi! Tuyét khong thay long doi da!"

Tur M Fo gia sic mit rdt cuc hoa hodn rét nhiéu, hin mot phen tiép nhan sinh kim, ciing khong nhin, truc tiép lip day vao long, xoay ngudi roi di, mot
mit phan phé gia dinh phia sau:

"Di! Pua quan tuéng nhan phi vao phong nghi ngoi!"
Hén dimg mot chit, lai noi:
"Nghi ngoi miy ngdy. . . . . . Sau d6 chuén bj dai hon!"

Tap Ngoc vui mimg cuce ky, nhin phy than khong biét nén ndi c4i gi. Tur Ma lo 6ng dau tién 1 hung héng trimg it nhin ning vai lan, dan dan hoa hoén
than séc, 6n nhu vuot ve toc ctia nang, nhe giong noi:

"Nguoi tir trude dén nay tily himg, vé sau lap gia dinh khong duoc nhur vay. Ta sém biét sinh nit hudng ngoai, nhung khong thé! Sau nay s& 1 bi khd,
ciing dumg trd vé khoc 16c, bang khong dirng trach cha miéng ddc."

Tap Ngoc 6m chit Ay hin, lién tuc git dau, Tu Ma Ko gia thay ning sira sang toc bay roi:
"Pi thoi, ta biét ngwoi mubn di thiim hén. Chinh 1 dimg quén phu than t5t ta day!"

Téap Ngoc 6m hén hdi lu, rét cuc xoay nguoi huéng Niém Huong chay voi ma di. Han c6 chit chit vat dimg ¢ noi o, trén quén o ddy bui bam,
nhung, han ciing 16 ra mdt ny cudi 6n nhu xinh dep, md hai tay doi nang chay toi

Két cyc d3 ¢ ngay mai.
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Chuwong 45

Ba nam sau, Lac Duong
M6t hang khoi tréing lwon o tir bén ctra s6 cing nhau b 1én, cira s khic hoa hoi md , trong phong da tran ngap mii thanh nhé.

“Koet” mot tiéng, Ia thanh am cuta dan cf}, sau d6 diéu nhac nhe nhang vang Ién, 6n nhu ddo quanh, don gian lugn vai vong, nhu c¢é nii cao sung sitng
dung trude mit. Mot ngdn tay thon dai an trén day, ngirng lai, sau d6 mot nhu &m khé vang 1én:

“Giac chuyén thirong nhan khong thé qué cap, néu khong d& dang pha 4m, vé phan cung diéu, mudn xem tam tinh, qué chim ting ap e, qua mirc I
méng dé dang bay.”

N6i xong, ngudi no tir sau 4n ngéng mt, 3 mdt nam tir tré tudi, héin nhin mdt vong phia 16p hoc noi nhing dira nho dang chuyén chi, mim cudi,

” Co cai gi khong 16 , cur viéc hoi.”

Puing vay, noi nay 1 tu thuc day dan c6 ctia Niém Hurong, & Lac Duong rat ndi danh, chi vi hiin khong chi thu dé tir nha giau, con thu nhimg dira tré khd
s0, hon nita d6i véi bon ho chi Iy it phi dung, Dé tir nha gidu véi nhitng dira tré nghéo ciing bat dong, ké nhan rdi choi dua, ké vat va muru sinh. Nigm
Huong d6i voi bon chiing day hai cach khac nhau.

Vi nhitng dé tir nha gidu, héin bét qué tity tién gidng giai mdt chit tAm phap don gién, am cho bon danh dugc khiic don gian, fién tan hoc . Bon nhd sau
khi di ra ngoai, han dem manh vach 1én, phay phay, lam cho hirong d6t nhanh hon mét it. Ciru bong nhién bi ngurdi md ra, dau han cling khong quay ve,
hoi:

“C6 phai quén céi gi khong?”
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Vira dut 104, trén keng bong nhién quén mdt déi tay, hin simg sdt, tiép theo nd nu curdi, phan thi cim tay ctia ngudi kia, dem nang nhe nhang 6m vao
long ly, sau d6 dan 10 tai cua nang noi nho:

“Hom nay lai chay dén day? Khong phai bao ngwroi & nha sao? Néu dung phai c4i gi, nén lam thé ndo cho phai?”
Téap Ngoc ngéng dAu Ién nhin héin, ¢6 chit 04n gidn noi:

“Nguoi déu bit ta ¢ nha doi, ta ch dén moc meo. Pai phu néi phai di nhiéu mot chit, Luu Van ciing noi ndy thoi ki can hoat ddng thich hop, bang
khong 1am bon s¢€ rat dan.”

Niém Hurong ngdi xudng, dem niit 4p vao bung nang, dy mit hanh phiic, cudi noi:

» Nit nhi ngoan ngoan, nghe 101, dimg ép budc me nguoi, somdi ra, cha mua cho ngwoi quin 4o hoa.”

Tap Ngoc bat cuoi:

“Lam sao ngwoi biét 4 nir nhi? Van nht 1a nhi tir thi sa0?”

Niém Huong khodt khoét tay chi, d& Ay ba vai ctia nang, hai ngudi di ra ngoai cira, hin noi:

“Khong nén xem thudng truc giac im cha, ta biét nhét dinh i nhu thuén nit nhi. Ciing ning xinh dep gidng nhau.”
Hén dem Tap Ngoc che di bén canh, hai nguoi theo ngd tur dudng di thing vé phia trude, Niém Huong lai noi:

“Han huynh cting Boan Mgc huynh sinh d‘éuw a nhi tir, chi ngong tréng ching ta sinh nit nhi, bon ho déu t6i lam than. Ai ai, TAp Ngoc, nguoi ndi, ta rot
cudc 1a demnang ga cap cho Poan Mgc Tiéu Hoan, hay la Tiéu Tho nha Han huynh?”

Poan Moc dung tué nhi tir tin Poan Moc Hoan Chan, Liru Van ngai phién toéi, lién Ky céi nhi danh kéu, don gidn i hin tréing lai tron, giong i banh
trdi. Ma Han Dy Tran nhi tir kéu Han Khong Luu Van lién goi Tiéu Tho, két qua hai ditra nho ndy tén that khong nhé, goi tén than mat moi dép lai.

Tép ngoc cha miii hﬁn, cuoi noL:

“Con chua sinh ra, ngwoi da nghi ung tung! Nt nhi ching ta thich ai ién ctng nguoi 4y, ngwroi dimg chuyén ché, can thin nang vé sau hin ngwoi.”
Niém Hurong trimg trimg nit:

“Nir nhi trrée muroi Em tudi, thich nhét 1 cha, ai mudn ta ciing khong cho.”

Tap Neoc cudi kic dau, niic ké hin, hai ngudi di mot hoi, lién ngdi xudng quan tra nghi ngoi.

“Cha cling me néi miy ngy t6i tham chiing ta, me am rét nhiéu quan 4o, me trach ta khong day nguoi biét ni cong, trong tho hung hang trach cir ta.”
Téap Ngoc chuyén chén tra, ctii diu mim cuoi:

“Nir cong thir ny, that sw la kho khan. Ta hic'dz‘?tu bit churée Thien thanh kiém quyét, kh& cin mdi, mdt thang ciing trdi qua, nhung hoc ba nim nit cong,
den bay gio ngay ca chi gidy cling lam khong tot. Thoat nhin qua thét Ia van dé thién phu.”

Niém Hirong nhe nhang vudt ve toc ciia ning:

“Ngwoi m nhur tiéu khién choi dua ciing tt, Tap Ngoc ciia ta cai gi ciing khong can bt chude, chi can mdi ngay dbi vi ta cuoi B duoc roi.”
Téap Ngoc t6i sat trén ba vai hén, hoi hoi nhém niit lai, néi nho:

“Niém hirong, ching ta di cling ba nam. . . . . . Cha nguoi noi d6, ngwoi that su khong c6 y dinh tr vé gip sao?”

Nang liic truée noi mubn di Ngoc phong, tira nhur ltc trude hiéin ciing minh di Hang Chau, nhung héin Fic dau, ndi cha hin khong giong v6i cha nang. Vi
thé vi€c nay danh phai tri hoan, thodt céi da vugt qua ba nim

Niém Huong van lc dau:

“Purng ndi viée nay, lic trude ta roi di, cling da khong tinh quay dau. Tap Ngoc, Ngoc phong ciing cha ngwroi khong glong v6i, d6i voi Ly hoa cung ma

16i, ké phan boi két cuc chi co chét, cha khong c6 phai ngudi dén du01 giét, da 1a nhan tir . Ching ta di t6i d6, chi biét tir tim duong chét. Cha ta han. . .
.. La mdt nguoi da tim I6n, khdng phdi nam nhén trong tinh cam.”

Tap Neoc cam tay hin, 6n nhu noi:

“May mén, ngwoi khong phai i nguoi nhu thé. Co d6i khi, ta cam thiy minh thyc may mén.”



Niém Huong nhéo nhéo ngurdi clia nang, cudi ndi:

“Ciing khong phii, ta s0 v6i cha ta da tim con 16n hon. Ta néu thich cai i, nhét dinh theo dudi. Ta khong dong, chi  béi vimé hogc khong di lon. Ma
nguoi d6i véi ta a mé hodc 1on nhit.”

Téap Ngoc biét 16 hén tréu gheo minh, van 1 nhin khong duoc hoi d6 mit, trimg hén liéc mit mot cai:
“O bén ngoai ndi biy ba gi d6? Can thin vé tri nguoi.”
Hai ngudi ndi dtia mdt trdn, r6t cuc thii ndm tay, chm rii hudng nha di vé.

Lic nira d&€m, khap noi yén ling, Niém Huong ling Bing ndm trén giuong, bén ngudi Tap Ngoc da ngu say. Hin chim rii mo to mt, trén ban anh nén
toat ra, ngoai cira sO bong cdy lay dong, t6i nay gié manh. Bdng nhién, trén ctra sd phat ra”Tt” mot tiéng, nhe vo cing, phang phét nhu 1 14 ciy danh

tréng,

Niém Huong hoi dong, chim rai ngdi ddy, cti dau nhin Tap Ngoc dang ngi say. Han mim cudi, thay nang kéo chan, sau d6 phii thém ao khoéc, king &
xuong girong di ra ngoai.

Noi trung dinh nira nguoi ciing khong c6, chi c6 ban d4, vai cai bang d4. Ky di 14, trén ban cur nhién 6 nrou ngon, Niém Huong than nhién di dén, chim
hai chén rurgu, mdi én tieng:

“Néu moi ta ubng ruou, sao con khong ra?”

Vira durt 10, trde mét bdng nhién xuat hién bong ngudi, mjt nam tir deo mit na quy ngdi d6i dién. Niém Huong thip giong goi:

“Pai ca, ba nim khong gip.”

Nguoi nay dung ]a Tuyén Minh Huong, hén gio tay chim r3i bo It 1, 16 ra hé ra mdt khudn mit gidng Niém Hurong, nhung dnh nfi‘t lai trong tréo ]anh
ling, cting dnh mét Niém Huong 6n nhu hoan toan khac nhau. Han ném lén chén ruou, hai ngrdi mim cuoi cham vao, p tirc ngira dau uong can. Tuyén
Minh Huong budng chén, thap giong noi:

“Cha rit nh6 ngwoi, miy niim nay, hin thay ddi rat nhidu.”

Niém Huong rii mét xudng con nguoi:

“La mudn ta quay v& Ngoc phong?”

“Khong, ngwoi biét tinh cha, hdn chinh i cyuc ky hdi hin, ciing s& khong n6ira.”

Tuyén Minh Huong than nhién néi xong,:

“Ta Jan ndy, cling cha khong c6 van dé gi, chi 1d dén xem dé dé ta, chuan bi lim béa ba”

Niém Huong mim cudi 4m 4p, hén gt gat dau:

“Con ¢6 hai thang s& sinh, khi nao sinh moi ngwroi dén udng ruou?”

Tuyén Minh hwong trdm ngic mdt hdi, moi ndi:

“Nguoi ndi voi cha, han nhit dinh s& thét cao himg. Du sao cting la phuy ttr, khong c6 thi khong ¢6 hén, t0i gi xa cach lu nhu vAy. Nguoi khong biét, co
mot lan han uong rrgu say, noi han thyc thudng ngurdi nlir Tu Ma Tap Ngoc, cam thay nang thip phan diing khi, chi tiéc tai sao 1a d6 d¢ H6 Duong .”

Niém Hurong lc lic dau:

“Hb Duong db dé thi nhu thé nao? Ta thich khong phai ) de H) Duong ma chinh 1 Tu Ma Tép Negoc. Hubngchi. . . . .. Dai ca, nguroi nghe cha ndi
qua Ngoc phong cting Ho Duong khiic mac sao? Ta chi bict cha noi me [a H6 Duongbuc tir . . . . . . Nhung chuyén thyre ta ciing khong 16 rang,”
Tuyén Minh Hwrong ciing Fic dau:

“Ta cling khong biét, cha chura bao g n6i vige ndy. Nguoi ciing dimg hoi, do ki cAm ky. Hudng chi, qua khi cho qua di, ngudi dau kho sa vao qué
Kkhir, cling rat thit dang buon.”

Hai nguoi trAm mic mdt hoi, Tuyén Minh Huong lai chdm hai chén rugu, cho nhau vira dung, mdt ngum uéng can.
“‘Nhity. ..... C6 tin tirc cua nang khong ?”

Niém huong nhe giong hoi.



Tuyén Minh Hirong nd ny cudi:

“Nang ¢6 hac cong tir dau 1di, Bm sao con c6 thé nghi dén vé nha. Hudng chi vo cong ctia nang da hoan toan bién mit, chi s¢ vinh vién ciing s& khong di

tré ve.
“V cong hoan toan bién mét?”

Niém hwong nhin khéng duoc chén kinh rdi, trén doi ndy con co ai co thé d& dang dem phé bo v cong ciia Nhi ty?

Tuyén Minh Huong thé dai:

» Ngwoi nén biét, nhi ty nguroi vo duyén v ¢6 lam thurong nhiéu ngurdi nhur vay, con dam bi thurong tam déu nha Poan Mgc. TI'I]!I cach cua Poan Mdc
Dung Tug, limsao c6 thé bo qua. Han khong ndi véi nguoi thoi, hin dai hon sau ba thang, lién tw minh t6i Hudng hac cung, mudn Hac cong tir giao
ngudi. Hac cong tir von 1 thién vi, nhung nhi ty ngroi chinh minh dirng ra noi nguyén v, phu trach, tiy tién hén trimg phat. Két qua Boan Mgc Dung Tué
lai khong ha thiy, nhung khong cam long, cudi cling nhi ty nguroi n6i tinh nguyén khong can cong phu, cho nén Hac cong tir chon By gan tay chén ciia
nang, phé di cong phu. Nhur vdy. . . . . . Ciing coi nhur cho mdt cai cong dao di.”

Gén tay chin?! Niém hurong nhin khong duoc nhiu miy, khong noi vay ddi voi ngudi tap v ¢6 18 ot hon, tir nay vé sau chi so tay chan déu da khong co
khi hyc, hon nita cai dau dén ay, chi s thudng nhin can ban khong thé chiu dung duge! Nhi ty lamsao c6 thé nguyén y ?

Tuyén Minh Hirong giéng nhur nhin ra tim tw ctia hén, lanh nhat ndi:

“Nang ban tinh khong x4u, cai goi la gando thi d6, gan murc thi den. Nang cing Hac cong tir ndi lai tinh xua, tur nhién Iy dinh ¢6 hao khi. Hét thay déu
1a nang tyr nguyén, 1n6i sau, nam d6 nang r6t cude Vi céi gi cling hac cong tir néo loan trd minh ai ciing khong biét, nay ning cam thdy hanh phuc, d6 ciing
14 chuyén tt.”

Hai ngudi rdt cuc khong néi nira, cudi cing mbt chén rugu ubng can, tuyén Minh Hurong niit na biang dong 1én, dimg lén:

“Ta di r0i, nguoi béo trong, Lic sinh n, dimg quén thinh cha. Céo tir.”

Hén dem than thé nhit tung, Niém Hirong voi vang noi:

“Pai ca! Ngwoi ndi cong viée bé bon nhur vay, vi sao khong n6i chinh minh? Nguoi. . . . . . Neuoi dinh gidng cha sao?”

Tuyén Minh Hurong trAm miic that lau sau, 16t cuc n6i nho:

“Ta ¢6 phurong thirc cia ta, trai qua nhimg ngay minh thich. Nguoi khong can quan tim, ta mudn cai g, chinh minh rdt 16 rang.”

N6i hét 101, hdn rdt cuc tha nguoi nhay dung, nhay én dau canh, vai cai tung hoanh, lai mét tung anh.

Niém huopg & duo'i’ anh trang tim dap gnanh va loan nhip thzf}t 1u sau, rdt cuc d@m bau rwou ngl’{a dhu uéng can, dO’t nhién cém giac dl}’qc léngﬁén dﬁy
vui mirng dm dp, giong nhur toan bo the gi6i ¢ trong nhdy mat tré nén vo cuing tot dep, tim ctia han bi mdt cam gidc am dp nhoi vao , day dén noi chat
cung dén noi trao ra.

Hén mim cudi xoay ngudi trd vé phong, da thiy Tap Ngoc som ngdi & dau giudng cho minh, thiy hén tién vao, nang khong khoi cudi ndi:

» Thé ndo, tang d4 trong 1ong rét cudc ciing roi xudng? N6i chuyén vui vé sao?”’

Niém Hurong hi hi cudi, bude nhanh dem ning 6m trong long, dén vao 16 tai ctia ning néi nho:

” Sinh con xong chiing ta di mdi cha! Pé hén dit tén cho dira tré!”

Téap Ngoc vubt toc ciia hdn, gat gat dau:

“Tét, ta day dr i con dau tt x4u ciing mudn gip o cong, phéi that nhanh.”

Niém Huong dem nang 6m di trén giwdng, hai nguroi song vai ndm, n6i dia that au sau, rot cuc déu ngi that say, & trong mong dét tay cudi vui.

Ping I: troi du kha lanh, ngon dén bac, man lya mong, Sao dung dua, mdng dep lau dai
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