Gioi thiéu Khuynh Thé

Gié y miu do bay theo gi6, nang dimg trén Ki Thién Dai, anh it xuyén qua tim man che bang to ving trén dau, lanh nhat nhin tram quan cti dau. Tam
nit chuyén t61 nguoi thi vé ding bén phai Ki Thién Pai. Thi v¢ kia mic gidp bac giay den khong giong véi nhitng ké khac, bén hdng deo ngoc bdi mau
xanh dac trung ctia phit Cong chia.

Khuynh Thé cuong quyét xody nguoi, cli dau lay hoang dé : “Lan nay Khuynh Thé di khong bao gidr c6 thé tro vé, nguyen lay toc thay nguoi hru lai Dai
T&! Chuic cho xA tic truong ton, mong cho qudc gia trurong an!” Dap dau ba cai, dudng nhu khién cho ba ngan dim qudc thd Pai Té rung dong.

Gié y béi vi I bai mi dinh byi bim, méi toc ning xd¢ xéch, trén tran chdy ra chit to' méu, nhung ¢ trong mit Van Thinh Khuynh Thé nhur vy moi thét sy
khuynh quoc khuynh thé. Trén doi nay s€ khong bao gio cé mdt co gai nhur nang nita, s€ khong bao gio. . ..
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Chuong 1
Pém, phi HO qudc twéng quan. Cac tan khach lan uot chao hoi chiic nrou cho nhau, vii nit 4o dé bét du uyén chuyén khiéu vl
Khong ¢6 ai chil y t6i, ngudi ngdi ¢ vi tri chi tri Kic nhin thdy vii nit kia ca nguoi cimg do.

Vii it biét hom nay I dai tho nim muroi ctia H6 qudc Dai turdng quan, trudng hop nhur viy, ning khong thé mvic Ibi. ... Mot budc trrot chan, ca
nguoi nghiéng ngd, nang té ngd trén dat, thanh &m on ao bén tai thoang dimg lai.

“Do nang 4y day.” Giong n6i ctia nam tr hiing hdu ma mang theo chit tang throng vang Ién, p tirc ¢6 hai ngudi d& nang ddy, nang nhin kn phia trén,
nguoi n6i chuyén hén 13 Pai tuéng quin Van Thinh, tuy da ném muroi, nhung khu6n mit ho quoc tudng quan cling khong 16 vé gia yéu, theo thang nam,
sur tang thwrong Eing dong trong mit héin cang thém chin dong dng ngudi, hin hoi, Ngwoi tén gi?””.

Van thinh ngén ra, trong miéng kh& IAm bam tén ctia vii nit, mdt hdi 1 sau hin chot mé miéng“C6 nguyén vao phit hd qubc tuéng quén clia ta khong?”

Khong khi yén king, tat ca cac tin khach ky quéi quan sat vii ni iy, chi vi h qubc twdng quan cé doi chua ip thé cudi thiép, loai yéu cau nay 1 in
dAu. Trai tim Khanh Thoi chot lanh, nhan ménh quy xudng dat dap dau, doi mit am dam:*“Ta tudng quan.”,

N6 pho rira mit cho nang sau do dé nang mic sa mong, dua dén trong phong Lidu tudng quan. Khong biét doi bao Ju, bita tiéc bén ngoai cudi cling
cling tan, hai tay Khanh Thoi nam chét thanh quyén, than thé da lanh dén phat run..

Ctra phong bi ddy ra, Van Thinh budc vao, méi vira di vao trong thap, nhin thdy Khanh Thoi khong ngirmg run rdy, hiin ngén ra, ngay sau d6 Fc dau bat
cudiBon nd tai lai tur tung tur tac!” Hén ra ngoai cira cao giong ho,“Nguoi dau, mang bd quin do do nang thudng mic t6i.”

Vén Thinh dimg ngoai binh phong cho' Khanh Thoi thay quéan a0, 4nh nén phong ngoai in than anh cao ngat ctia hin 1én binh phong, trai tim Khanh Thoi
tran day nghi ngd, nang da tlmgduoc nghe truyén ki vé Van Thinh, tir mot thi vé dén ho qudc tudng quan, hancadmxuat ching, trai qua ba doi dé
vuong ma khong suy, nguoc lai voi cong danh chinh i gia dinh ctia hén, khong c6 con, khong c6 thé tir, hén gidng nhu da quyét dinh mudn c6 doc dén
gia, ma hom nay, tai sao lai coi trong nang?

Khanh Thoi méc xong quén 4o, tir tir di ra, anh mét Van Thinh uru luyén trén ngudi nang mot lat, hén gt dau mot caiPuoc, nguoi dimg & chd nay.”
N6i xong, han di téi sau thu an, nhac but, cham mure, dau ngon bit dimg lai trén giay hoi lau, cho dén khi giot mure roi trén giay Tuyén, Hoa Tinh nhe
kéu, tura nhur kéo linh hon han trd vé, Van Thinh lai nhin Khanh Thoi mdt 1at, méi v&€ mdt nét 1én trang gidy, chang qua 1a nira ngdy cling khong thém duoc
mdt nét nao nira.

Hén hoi nhiu méy, thin sic ¢ chit ngin ngo, ma trong mét cang khé gidu vé dau don.

Vai, eo, vay dai, Véan Thinh kho khan v& ra hinh mt ¢6 gii, nhung hén ngang dAu nhin Khanh Thoi mot cai, lai cli dAu nhin birc v3, khong cach nao v&
1nbi khudn it rdt cude 1 bo déng gi ddy? Than anh trong tri nhd mo hd nhur vay, hén nhém mit ¢d nhé ki lai cang khong thiy 15, nang rot cude cd bd
déng nhur thé ndo. .

Ha bit, Van Thinh chén nan, nhin than hinh c6 g trén gidy Tuyén, trong d6i mét den 16 ra ba phin bt dic di, bay phn vo vong,

Taisao...... Cho t6i nay van khong thoét ra dugc?
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Chuong 2

Hin chim vao gidc ngu, thin hinh yéu diéu cta ni tir 40 d khiéu vii cing b gia y d6 turoi néim d6 hop vao nhau, héin nhin théty hoa L& trong dinh vién roi
xuOng nhur tuyet, ty nif hau ha nang méc gid y vao...... Pay Ia lan stra gid y cudi cung, chinh stra dén mirc hoan i nhat, chi vi ga nang cho quan virong
mot nurde nang chura bao gio thay niit.

Ctra s6 khong déng, anh miit Khuynh Thé hrét qua girong ddng, roi xubng bong lung nam nhan dimg ngoai vién. Ciing khong dé y thi nir sau lung vin
con dang stra sang cai gi, nang ding diy, ty nit ctra ca kinh:“Cong chua?”’.

“Di ra ngoai di.” Nang nhan nhat phén pho, ty nit tuy khong hiéu, nhung lai khong dam tréi loi nang, Ty ni¥ lic di ngang qua bén canh nam nhan da lam
kinh dong dén han, han quay dau lai, &nh mit xuyén qua dinh vién, cham dén anh m¥t ctia nang, Trong vién, hoa L& tudn roi, gi6 nhe lay dong mai toc
x0a dai ctia Khuynh Thé, nang chdm i di ra khoi phong, ding ¢ trong dinh vién, goi““Van Thinh.”.

Nam nhan di vio vién, quy mot chan trén dat=C6 ty chirc.”

“Minh quang ném thir muoi, phy hoang mudn phong nguoi lam truéng cAm vé quan, vi sao ngwroi khong lam?” Khuynh Thé dot nhién hoi nhur vay khién
Van Thinh bat ngo, han con chura kip trd 10, Khuynh The lai néi“Quang bao nguyén nién, Phiéu Ky trdng quan nuon chiéu nguroi [am tuéng, vi sao
nguoi cu tuyét?”

Visao...... Trong long Van thinh curdi khd, con ¢6 thé vi sao. Hin im king cti dau, yén king doi Khuynh Thé ndi tiép.

Yén ling mot lat, Khuynh Thé than nhién ndi théng* Ngwoi thich ta sao.”

Phén tinh cam ndy 4n sau trong tAm, héin khong d4m ndi ra cling khong dam nhin théng, chot nghe Khuynh Thé tréing tron n6i ra nhur viy, Van Thinh ngay
ngan ngang dau nhin nang, cting quén 1& nghi ton ti.

Khuynh Thé ci dau nh]nhén, 1di sau dé ng61 xom méng, nhin thefmg vao doi mét den cta hén, tua nhur khi con bé, nang ciing hén ngdi trong bui co bét
&ch, mat hai nguroi déu ban thiu, vira ngang dau 1a c6 thé cham dén tran nguoi kia, sau d6 nhin d6i phurong curdi ngoc nghéch, bon ho 13 rang gan dén
nhu vay.

“Nguoi thich ta.” Néu 1o vira rdi con ¢6 chit nghi van, thi 11 ndy chinh 1 khing dinh, Khuynh Thé nhin héin chém chéim, ché hin gat dAu thira nhan.

Anh miit ru luyén mot hdi lau, cudi ciing Van Thinh lai cti thdp du xudng*Cong chia, ngly mai ngudi s&. ... .. xudt gid. Xin ngudi mau di nghi ngoi.”

Khong nhin thiy 4nh it ctia hén, ni khong dau long | gia, anh mét Khuynh Thé cling nhin xudng mit dét, nhin tay hin vi luyén vo tir nho ma c6 vé tho
to, chinh d6i tay nay van che chd nang, phung boi nang, khong roi xa:“Ta chi hoi mdt 1an.” Khuynh Thé hoang hot mo miéng,“Néu nhu ta muon di, nguoi
nguyén dan ta di sao?”

Nang budng than phan cong chiia Té qudc, bo xudng trach nhiém, bo qua trach nhiém voi con dan Té qudc, cho doi mot niém hi vong déng thirong, gan
nhu khong cé ton nghiém héi han —.

Nguyén y mang nang roi di sao?

Hén ngac nhién ngang dAu Ién, khiép so nhin Khuynh Thé, khong dam tin nang s& hoi cau ndy. Nhung thiy trén myit nang khong c6 nira phin dia cot,
Van Thinh nam chit qua dam, quy hai chan xudng dat, cui dau ma lay, giong n6i khé nén khan khan! Ty chue. . ... Khong the.”

Khong phéi khong mudn, khong phéi khong nguyén, ching qua 1 khong thé. Van thinh. ... Hén vinh vién luén song thanh thuc nhur véy. ..

Khuynh Thé nhe nhing cong khoe mdi, & gdc do Van Thinh khong nhin thdy, niit hanh r6t cuc wét at, vo so tuyét vong, nhung ciing cd dap laiTa bict,
ta biet...... Nhung, ta thich nguoi.”

Nang tré v& phong, ngdi trudc cira sb, ling ling mén mé sira sang lai trang strc deo tay, ctra s6 van mo, Van Thinh van canh giit ¢ ngoai vién, tir goc do
ndy, Khuynh Thé ¢6 thé nhin thiy bong lung ciia hdn, nang goi<*Van Thinh.” Nam tir quay dau lai, Khuynh Thé cti méit nhin do trang strc trong tay, &
trong nit Van Thinh, nang gidng nhu dang nhdm it nghi ngo, trong vién hoa L& bay tan loan, twra nhur trdm cai ctia Virong MAu, héin ding ngodi cira,
cach nang mot con mura hoa: “Ngdy mai nguoi khong can theo ta roi kinh.”.

Van Thinh cé kinh, trong chép mét dau éc trong rdng
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“Sau khi ta 101 khoi kinh thanh, ngwroi cling khong con 12 thi vé ctia ta nita.”
Noi cach khac, nang. ...... Khéng can hén sao. Ciiing khong mudn giip nhau sao. . . ...

N&m chit qua ddm, Van Thinh git dAu, thip giong dap tmg.
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Chuwong 3

Tréi tim dau nhoi khién han tinh lai, chéng qua sau khi tinh tdo lai, trong doi miit van dc dau throng lai c6 thém miy phin vui mimg, hén Bp tirc s t6i
bt trén thu an, vira mudn v&, lai phat hién mure trén but da kho, trong nghién cling da khdng con murc.

Than &nh trong dAu dan din bién mét, chi chdc 14t sau, hin lai mot 1an nita quén tAt ca.
Hang 16ng may gia nua khé nén vé mat mat, HO quéc tudng quan lam thién ha kinh s¢' lic nay lai 1§ ra nét nxit giéng nhu dtra tré bt uc.
Mot tiéng th' dai, hén vo hre dua vao ghé thai su. T6i hom qua, bét tri bt giac lai ngn quén trén thur an, Van Thinh cudi kho, that a cang gia cang vo

dung. Vira nhin Ién, trong lic o dang, anh mit troi chiéu vao mit, c6 gai trude thr an van dimg yén nhur ¢ti, nang i thép dau, doi mét khép ho, mdt bo
40 do, tyra nhur khuon mit lic khép ho mét ctia Khuynh Thé trong mdng, trong chép niit Van Thinh ngin ngo.

Khong blet sao di toi trude ngudi cb gii, hin dua ban tay gid nua, phang phét xuyén qua thoi gian, mjt Jan nita cham den khuon mat xinh dep cuia nang,
dep dén ndi khlen hén khong dam nhin luKhuynh Thé » M6t céi tén don gian, lai khién hdn nhin khong dwoc vanh mit bat dau wdt 4t, ¢d gai trong tri
1h6 girong mit nhin hin:“Van Thinh, ngwoi thich ta sao.”

Phaj, ta thich nang,
Nhung 1 nay, héin vinh vién khong n6i ra miéng, nang ciing khong thé nghe thiy nita.

Khanh Thoi nhudng may, cham r3i mo mit ra, khuonnatglanuagantronggangtackhlennangkmhso nang hit mit ngum khi lanh, phattayhattayVan
Thinh ra, ding sirc diy hin, Van Thinh khong phong bi, bi nang day Iui v& phia saurmybuoc dap vao thu an, chanKhzthhmcmgmemrﬁnmngangm
trén dét, nang kinh hai nhin Van Thinh, chi thdy H6 qubc tuéng quan do keng, phi pho thé dbe. Sau khi kinh hai, sic mit Khanh Thoi téi nhot, nang. . ...
da thuong hd quoc tudng quan?.

N6 pho bén ngoai nghe dirgc 4m thanh la trong phong cudng quit dy cira di vao, nhin thiy canh tuong trong phong, 6 ngudi hét *Lon mit. ...

“Puoc rdi.” Loi con chra ndi hét da bi Van Thinh cat dit,“An bai nang cho tt.” Khong c6 1i dur thira, da khién cho moi nguoi hiéu thai do ctia tudng

quén.

Khanh Thoi ¢ lai pht trdng quan, Véan Thinh chira bao glo cham Va0 nang, hén chi thich nang méc 4o do, chi thich nhin nang ngdi yén king, nhung hén
Tuon ludn & nguroi doi xir voi nang tot nhat, bén ngoai don HO quoc tudng quén bi nang me hodc thin hon dién dao. Khanh Thoi cling khong ndi g,
nhung trong 1ong luén cam thay vui mirng,

Lai la mdt ngay néing dep, ¢6 vé nhur tam tinh Van Thinh rét tdt, hin ngdi diing bira véi nang, nhung ngo thién hém nay don gian hon rit nhiéu so voi binh
thoi*Mac du don gidn, nhung I ta lam, an ngon khong?”

Khanh Thoi ngn ra, H6 qudc tuéng quan xudng bép vinang. . ... Mat nang d6 tmg, khé gat dau.

“Hom nay I sinh nhét ngoi, ta cling khong biét tang nguoi cai g, khong thé lam gi khac hon 14 lam chit m6n an ngwoi thich.” Vén thinh n6i ¢ chut khin
truong giong nhu mit dira tré mubn Iy 1ong nguoi khac,“An khong ngon c6 thé méng ta.”

Khanh Thoi ngdy ngin run riy, hom nay khong phéi sinh nhét nang. ... .. Nhitng 16 ndy dén dau ludi, sau d6 nudt vio trong bung, nang nhin thirc &n trén
ban, rat nhleunnn cmmgkhongplmnnnnangtlnchan Nhur chot hiéu ra cai gi, Khanh Thoi nhin vé phia Van Thinh, lai thdy hén 6n hoa nhin nang, nhung
trong 4nh ¥t lai khong c6 nang. Hén gidng nhur. .

Pang tim kiém nguroi ndo d6, mi ngudi no khong phai 1 ning..
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Chuong 4

Sau I8 cap ké, con chura coi 8 phyc ruomra , Khuynh Thé ngdi ¢ trong vién nhin 4nh tréing Fc hr trén cao, khoe miéng ha xubng chimg t6 nang dang
khong vui.

Van thinh an bai thi vé xong, mdi di tdi ctra vién cong chia da nhin théy nang lai khong dong cura vién, ngéi 0 trong vién, anh trang chiéu Ién khuon mit
nang trong tréo lanh mg, Chan may Van thinh nhén lai, nang khong vui sao? Tai sao?.

D hin rit mudn nang vui vé, hén ciing khong thé di vao trong nita, cong chia da truong thanh, 1a dai cd nuong. Bon ho namnit khac bigt, ton ti khac
biét.

Van Thinh cti dau, nghil &én thén anh cting khudn mét Khuynh Thé trong I8 cap k&, hén chua bao g thiy rd khoang cach gitta bon ho nhur vay, nang
thién chi kiu nit, 1 4nh sao trén bau trdi, hin di nhin kén, dt nhon chan n mudn cham vao ciing khong véi toi.

Nim chat tay, Van Thinh Itii ra sau, canh giit & ngoai vién, chot nghe bén trong c6 tiéng dd st vo, trong long Van Thinh ca kinh, quay du lai nhin
Khuynh The trong vién, chi thay nang dung day, ac doc nhin hin cham cham, Van Thinh khong 6 da xay ra chuyén gi, Khuynh The quat lén:Di vao!”

Vén Thinh ngoan ngoan di vao, Khuynh Thé nhin chong choc vio héin hdi au, thiy hén vin khong n6i mdt i, rét cuc khong nhin dwoc 16n tiéng n6i-Lé
vat dau!” Nang dura ban tay manh khanh dén triréc it han giong nhu nuén cudp, LE vat cia ta daul”.

Duéi 4nh tring trdm cai dau dugc ché tac tinh xao trén toc nang im Van Thinh hoa niit, héin cing thing lai gidu do trong tay 4o di, hin cti dauXin 11,

EL)

ta...... Ty chirc khoéng co...... :

Khuynh Thé gidn qua:=Noi biy! May ngdy trude 1o rang ta. . .....”” Nang cin mdi, nudt cau n6i ké tiép vao, cd chp xoe ban tay trrde it hén, nhung lai
6 chiit run ray kho nhdn ra, nang ha mit, hoc mat tmg do.

That ra tthhuynhThe sao khongbletVanThmhdange ngai cai g, nang biét lic nang di 1én dai cao hanh 18, 4nh mét ngudi dan ong ndy nhin nang 16 ra
c6 don. Maynamlamban, nanglalcamthayg[ua bon ho cang tiép tuc cang xa, hén tur xung ty chire, hénh 1€ vé6i nang, cung kinh voinang. . ... Khuynh
Thé s0, ¢ mOt ngy déi thoai gitta bon ho s& bién thanh ra énh clng tuan ménh dang budn cudi.

Nhin ¢6 gai dang cti d?}u, 1ong Van Thinh mém nhiin, dau long 4p ché tit ca tam tinh, hin Ay tir trong dng tay 40 mdt cdy trim cai dau, thip giong

n6i Ta lam khong tot Iam’”

Khuynh Thé nhin trim cai dau  trong long ban tay hén, ¢6 chit that thin. Tai Van thinh do img*Mai dén mai di, lién mi thanh nhur vay, méc di nhin

khong dep Jim, nhung ciing dé phong than.”” Anh nit héin ddo qua chung quanh mdt at, nhin vao cay 16 bén canh khong dam nhin nang,“Khong thich c6
thé méng ta.”

CAm c4i trAm ci dAu, Khuynh Thé vo (;1‘mg quy trong dat trude nguce, tra gidn cung bét, an luc trude cling bi xoa diu, nang nhu thuin gt déq mot
cai’u.” Tuoi cuodi dan dan lan ra, Ta rat thich.” Nang cong cong d6i mit, anh trang chicu lén khuon niit nang ddng long ngudi, nang ngira dau nhin han

mim cuoi:Ta rat thich.”.

Vén Thinh king 1§ chuyén méit, nhung thdy nu cuoi trén mét Khuynh Thé, nhig tim tinh phirc tap trong long (jéu an tinh, trong thoang chdc hén nhé lai ly
do minh & lai bén canh nang, khong phai vi bao vé nu cuoi sach trong ruc 1 ndy sao, khong phai la. . ... Muon nhin thay nang vui vé sao.

“Nhung k. .......” Khuynh Thé gia bo khd ndo.“Cay trim nay hinh nhur s& khong c¢6 dat dung vo mét”.
Van Thinh kinh ngac
“Boi vi, nguroi s€ udn che chd ta, khong phai sao?”’

Trong long run ddng, thiéu chit nita hén da virot qua khoéng céch thin phén sor lén mit ctia nang. Cong chia cita héin thit | gian xéo, & vao thoi diém
ndy doi camket. Van Thinh bat dac di cudi mot tieng, trinh trong git dau. Han von s€ udn che chd nang, s€ ludn che cho nang. . ...
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Tiéng vo  ngyra kich lit khong biét tir dau truyen dén khién lnn giat minh, dap bé an binh. Anh tring dep nhur mong 4o v tan, khudn it Khuynh The
trurée mit hin tiéu tan, gidy cap bao V& tridu dinh twra nhur sdm sét nd vang bén tai hén. Hn nhé, d6 B mdt niim sau khi Khuynh Thé ga dén Hoat qudc,
tin tirc tir bién canh truyén dén—

Hoat quéc ndi loan, hoang hau tir Pai Té g4 qua, bi quén phan loan loan tién danh chét.

“Nguoi s€ ludn che cho ta.”

Nu cudi ctia nang giong nhur anh niit troi khién cho thé giéi ctia hin khuynh déo, ruc 1 nhu vy, hén lai khong thiy, ciing vinh vién khong nhé gi
[ TR
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Chwong 5

Ngi trra vira tinh, Van Thinh ndm trén thap ( giwong hep ) mo it ra, nhung than thirc twa nhw con dimg lai trong mong, IHn run réy ngdi day, camgiac
nhur tat ca chi i 40 mong, 1 tring trong nurde, hdn cam thiy noi nay moi giéng nhur mdt gidc mong, Van Thinh that sw chi séng & trong mdng, chi ton tai
trong qua khr.

Hén nhé dau mia hé nim 4y, hoang dé Hoat quoc bi quan phén loan danh cho ném khi gidp chay t6i Pai Té cu ciru, hoang dé dap g muron binh,
Hoat qudc cam két sau khi trin ap phén loan s& cat murdi toa thanh cho Pai Té. Khi do ciing 1 Kic Van Thinh kim chuyén vong dong nhét doi nay, ngay
trurde trim quan hdn hanh hung hoang dé Hoat qudc.

Hén gao thét hoiTai sao nguoi’tr(')n ra duoc! Cong chia dau! Cong chia cia Dai Té tadau! Ta...... » Khuynh Thé tran quy nhét ctia ta dau! Hin giao
nang cho vua mjt nurde, nang von dang gia ngurdi ndy vi nang ma khuynh quoc, nhurng hén lai d€ cho nang bi loan tién ma chet!

Khong ngoai dy liéu, sau khi phét tiét lira gidn hén bj mang vao thién lao, ba ngy sau hoang dé tu minh dén nhin héin:Ngwoi nguyén p cong chude t0i,
di Cang quoc tran ap phan loan khong?”

Hén ngira d4u nhin hoang dé:*Hoang Thurong, sau khi dep phan loan c6 thé dem di thé cong chiia vé Pai Té duoc khong? Khuynh Thé. . .. rét mudn vé

Pé vurong tram miic, than nhe mot tiéng*“Néu tim dwoc ning, dan nang trd vé.”

Van Thinh khong chit do du mac chién giap, tién vé Hoat qudc. Trén chién trwong Van Thinh tya nhu may chém, pham 14 quan phan loan Hoat qudc roi
vao tay héin déu khong c6 két qua tdt, mdi ngay chém giét, trong long hin 16 khi sau ning Bém héin khong the say gidc, nhung n6 khong at duoc dau
d6n théng khd, khong diét duoc han y trong long hén, ngay dém thiéu d6t hin, twa nhu thire cdt chi thu*, cin nudt timg tc timg tc trén ngudi
hin.......

* 88 thu: con gioi

Tam tinh bt dau xtic dong, khong nghi t6i da nhidu nam nhu vay khi nhé lai chuyén trude kia, 1ong hén van khong thé an on.

Phong ngoai “‘cach” mot ti’é'ng vang nho, Van Thinh khong khoac thém y phuc, di ra ngoai, nhin thdy Khanh Thoi ngdi bén thur 4n, ning dang xem miy
biic hoa hin v&, nhung thay Van Thinh di ra, Khanh Thoi ca kinh, cti ngwdi hinh & Tudng quan.”.

Van Thinh gat dAu mot cai. Lai nhin nang mot 1at:“Vi sao khong méic mau do?”.

Khanh Thoi i mit:Vat 4o....... bi bin.” Nang nh¢ nhang dép, ngon tay kh& vudt gidy Tuyén trén thur 4n, Tudng qun, nhitng birc hoa ndy. ... Visao
cing khong c6 khudn mit.” Nang t,hay duoc, nguoi trong tranh 1 nang, nhung thén thai ngudi trong bire hoa kia ¢6 diém khic nang, hon nira tat ca cac
burc hoa déu khong v& nit, thit giong nhir cé mdt linh hon ngwoi khac ngy trong d6

Van Thinh di Ién phia trude, yén lng thu birc hoa lai Khuon mét ta da quén.” Hén nhe giong tra 10, ¢6 chit tho dai.

Hién tirg cho 1 s& vinh vién nhé khuon mét Khuynh Thé, bt ké twong lai nhur thé ndo. Song tirong lai ¢6 bao xa? Nam thang dai ding dic chi con lai
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trong i trc, hin dﬁr} dan quén m,éit giong noi ctia nang, khubn mit nang cling tr tr mo hd. Thoi gian mai mon so voi dao kiém con vo tinh hon, xé tan
hinh anh Khuynh The trong dau han, dén mirc khong thé chap va lai dugc nita.

Quén? Khanh Thdi yén king quan sat Van Thinh, v6 s6 vin d& muén hoi, ¢6 gai trong tranh rét cude 1 ai, hiin lai coi nang 1 ai, tai sao phéai quén khubn
mit? Nhung Khanh Thoi nhé than phan ctiia minh, nang khong cé tu cach hoi.

Khanh Thoi cudi ndi Tudng quan hom nay ngi trra d3 Ay, ta ndu cho ngai bat canh udng cho d& mét”

Vén thinh gat déu, nhin Khanh Thoi bung bat chdo trén ban lén dwa cho hdn. Han nhin léy bat cho, hoi ngan ra, 4nh mit roi trén khudn mit Khanh
Thoi, nhung thdy nang nhe nhang cuoi, d6i mit cong cong, anh niit trdi ngoai cira s6 chiéu vao khudn mit ruc 16 ctia nang. Trong chép mit, Van Thinh
thét than.

Chdo dat & bén miéng, mii thom thanh dam bay vao miii, Van Thinh cudi mdt tiéng, ngira dAu udng, rdi sau d6 vuron tay, nhe nhe vd vé ddu Khanh Thoi.
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Chuwong 6

Chiéu nay Van Thinh mo thdy Khuynh Thé lic nho, nang con la mdt tiéu nha dau giéng nhur mot vién thi‘g ndmdo nha héin sa sit, bi ban vao phi cong

chiia Amnd tai, An dau tién hin thiy Khuynh Thé 14 lic budi t6i, Tiéu cong chia len Ién chay dén bén hd nude bat dom dém, nang chup nira ngiy cting

khong bt dugc con ndo, hén tién tay bt cho nang mdt con, khudn niit ¢6 gai nhd nhéin it trdn to nhin hdn kinh ngac, cai miéng nho nhin phét ra tiéng
‘a a” kinh ngac.

“Pai ca ca that 1a loi hai.”

Nha héin xua kia ciing ¢6 chit kha gia, khi d6 ciing khong cam thiy minh c6 chd no khong bang nguoi, hin néisBay ddy trdi nhur thé, mudn bét qua
d’\”

Thit vién cong chiia dang cAm dom dém ty khuat noi Khuynh Thé khong bét duoc”.
Trai tim mém nhiin, hén s s& dAu cong chia:Ta gifip nguoi.”

Cam mdt tii dom dom, Khuynh Thé vui vé cudi khanh khéch. Sau dé Van Thinh nhé lai, ¢6 18 i bit dau tir khi d6, hin khong thé chdng cur lai nu cuoi
d6 cua nang,

Saund phé hau ha Khuynh Thé tim t6i, truée khong noi gi lién méing Van Thinh t¢ tét, héin con nho, gian dén do bimg mt, i Khuynh Thé cén ngudi ng
mot cdi, lho ddo chay t6i Sm mdt cénh tay han, ndi" Nguoi mang ta! Khuynh The 1am sai thi mang Khuynh The! Khong cho phép bat nat Dai ca ca!”.

Vi vay sau ndy hin tré thanh thi vé bén ngudi cong chiia, Khuynh Thé d6i xir voi hin khong gidng nhirng ngudi khac, hén ciing dbc 1ong hdi béo timy
ctia nang, nhung, cho di hdn hoi béo thé ndo, cudi cling hin van ng nang, hon nira khong cach nao dén bu duoc.

Troi sang, Khanh Thoi lai him chéo cho hin, hén ing king udng hét.

Hin Il’l,l(':)l’l, dung tf?lt ca ctia bd khuyét vao chd trong kia, niic du, hin chi p dwoc mot chut, chi cin ¢6 chit lién quan dén Khuynh Thé du it dén dang
thuong, d6i véi han ma néi cling 1a vo cung tran quy.

Xuan di thu t6i, ho qudc trdng quan bénh nang, Nam liét girdng khong day néi.

Hoang délo lang phai ngy y trong cung dén tham miy 1an, lAn ndo ciiing gidng nhau, khi hu thé yeu, moi nguoi déu n6i Ho qudc twéng quan Van Thinh

da sap di dén diém cudi cude doi rdi. Van Thinh lai cam thay khong ¢ gi khong t5t, thoi gian héin ngu moi ngay mot nhleu, thi duoc mo thay Khuynh Thé
cting nhiéu Ién. Cho dii phéi nhé lai nhitng dau dén kia, nhung so v6i viée sau khi tinh lai trong dau trong rdng thi nhimg diéu do tit ca déu la hanh phic.

Khanh Thoi ngdy ngdy tic tryc bén giuong, trong phong mii hoa que Iwon 1, Van Thinh dang ng say tira nhu lai gip phai 4c mdng, hén xoay nguoi,
miéng ni non ndi mo, Khanh Thoi nghiéng ngudi lai gan nghe, mo hd cam giac dugc hén dang goi tén nang Khanh Thoi. .. Khanh Thoi. .....” Tua nhur
mu6n khéc hai chit ndy vao cdt iy, ngay ca chét ciing khong thé quén.

Khanh Thoi run en, tronghlclodangnhmthaymothopgodumgowuaVanThmh, hén chura bao gid ngii cing nng, nén Khanh Thoi chura bao gios nhin
thiy c4i hop ndy. Trong long nang cang thing, cudi cling to md rit hop gb kiara .

Mt ngoai hop gd bong loang, gidng nhur bi ngurdi vudt ve ngan van lin, m6 c4i khoa nho, bén trong 13 mdt dai ua do, cing v6i d6 1a vai lon toc dai,
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duoc ngudi quy trong cudn thanh mdt tim, Ay day do budc lai.

Khanh Thoi khong khoi viron tay, nhe nhang vudt ve lon toc dai kia, hinh nhur d2 qua rét nhiéu néim, té¢ den da c6 chit kho ctmg, nhung Khanh Thoi ¢
thé turong tuong, lic dau nhitng lon tc ndy chic han vo ciing xinh dep.
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Chuong 7

“Khy Khy.” Van thinh ho khan mot tiéng tir tir tinh, nhung lic nhin thiy hop go trong tay Khanh Thoi, thansac hanblendoy anh mit nghiém tic:Pua
day.” Giong ndi yéu 6t ma khan khan, nhung bén trong mang theo sat khi khién Khanh Thoi ca kinh, hop gb roi xudng giudng, Lon toc den roi ra ngoai.

Van Thinh ngdi ddy, dt lon toc vé trong hop, dnh miit lanh o nhin chéim chém Khanh ThoiC6 nhitng thr tt nhét nguoi dimg dung vao.” Noi xong,
hén lai ho khan may tiéng,“Chao ham ciing tt, tur thong Hoat quoc, dura ban d6 tuéng quén phii ra ngoai cting dugc, ta ¢6 thé bo qua cho nguoi, nhung
dung dung vao ranh gioi cudi cling cua ta.”.

Khanh Thoi ca kinh: Ngai......”

“Pira ngoai di.”.

Hién biét, Khanh Thoi nhét thoi kinh hi khong thoi, ngudi ndy cai gi cling bleL nhung cho 61 bay gio hén lai khong ndi, tham chi con khong chi trich nang,
taisao...... Chi vi héin siing 4i nang sao? Hoac 1 ndi, hén 1 vi hoai niém khéic ¢St mot nit nhan khac?

Sau khi Khanh Thoi roi di, Van Thinh mét moi nhim mt.

Chlen cong cla hén la ding xwong kho ctia Hoat qubc ddi ]ay, thinh thoang héin ciing s& nghi dén i nghiét siu niing doi ndy ctia hin, nhung ngudi Hoat
quic, hin sao c6 thé khong han. Nhé tdi canh trong mo wira rdi, 1ng méy Van Thinh nhan lai

Nizim 4y rt lanh, hin tin cong vao d6 thanh Hoat qudc, lanh binh budc vao hoang cung, giip hoang dé Hoat qudc doat lai dé vi, song khi han n6i mubn
dem thi thé cong chiia Khuynh Thé v&, lai khong mdt ngudi damnéi gi. Hoi t6i, hin méi biét dugc, nhitng ké Hoat quc kia da mang tro ¢St Khuynh
Thé, trai & niti hoang sau Hoang thanh

Van Thinh chén dong, co hd dimg khong viingO dau?”.

Ngui trong cung trai qua cudc lam phan dua hén di, trén i hoang chi con lai ¢, khong c6 cay cbi*Cac nguoi. . ... ngay ca mdt noi tir té ciing khong
tim cho Khuynh Thé.”” Vén thinh cin ring nghién loi, tua nhu hin nguoi Hoat quic tin xurong tiy, song cung nhan di theo phia sau héin, lai ndisDéy
nuong nuong tu minh chon.”

Van Thinh chét king, cung nhan n6i"* Lic nrong nuong trong thirong, phin phé ching thin, vé sau néu nang chét, hoa thiéu nang, dwa dén noi nay. Nang
ndi, gié noi day c6 thé dua nang vé nha.”

Gi6 niii gao thet, thoi méi toc hén, Van Thinh nhin lai, hurdng soi toc tung bay chi vé Pai Té, luc phii ngi tang gidng nhur xoén lai, khién hén dau dén
khong muén sdng, hin kh& cti ngudi xudng, che tim, ¢6 hong ¢ mii mAu turoi trao ra.

Nang mu6n vé nha, nang van luén rmon vé nha. Hantlmg thé s& che chd nang nhung khong im duoc, khong duoc gip nang lin cudi, ngay ca hai cbt
ctia nang ciing khong céch ndo mang vé nha duoc. . ... Hén...... qua thuc 1a ké vo dung

“Vén Thinh, néu nhur ta mudn di, ngwroi nguyén dan ta di khong?”

Trong lic hoang hdt cau hoi cia nang lai xuét hién trong du héin mot [An nira, khién héin dau don, néu c6 mot Jn nita, hin du ding hét tt ca ciling s€
mang nang di, song hoi hin cling vo dung, ti€c nuoi cling khdng cé cachnao dénbu lai.. ... ..

Khanh Thoi khong him chéo cho Vén Thinh nita, Van Thinh cting khong hoi, ching qua I tiét 16 mdt chut tin tirc cho hoang dé biét. Pay 1 qubc gia ciia
Khuynh Thé, nha ctia Khuynh Thé, di im cai i, ciing khong thé dé cho qudc gia ndy ganh chiu hiu qua.

Nhung méic du khong udng chéo nia, thén thé Van Thinh ciing cang ngity cang yéu, thdi gian hiin ngi cang ngay cang dai, néim mo cling cang ngiy cang
ky quai, co doi khi 1a trong tri nhd , ¢ doi khi la ngoai tri nhd, thyc t€ cing canh trong mo han cling khdng phan biét 16 rang duroc nira.
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Chuong 8

Thi lfnh quén phan loan Hoat quéc nﬁng chiri t61 161 c1,3a hoang dé Hoat quéc, theo d6 ma nﬁng chri gé Dgi T&, bon ho troi Khuynh Thé trén gla chix
thép,fié cho moi ngurdi nhin nang chét vat, bon ho mudn ndi cho dan ching, cao quy nhur cong chiia T¢ quoc, hoang hau Hoat quoc cling ¢ the bi bon
ho giam duéi chan.

Po6i mét Khuynh Thé thét than nhin vé phurong xa, gléng nhu con r6i khong ¢6 linh hén, anh it nang nhin chdm chiim vé mot hudng, gidng nhur xuyén
qua dam nguoi dong duc, xuyén qua turong thanh cao day, bay t6i kinh thanh Dai T cach d6 ngan dam, noi d6 c6 duong cai hém nho nang quen thude,
cd pht cong chiia, ¢é Van Thinh ding & ngoai vién, cdn c6 ca vudn hoa Lé.

C6 mdt nam tir s& ding 4nh mt 6n nhu nhét nhin nang. Nang di qua thién son van thity, chi vi mudn dugc dimg lai & bén canh héin.

Bon ho rit roi ra dénh nang, d6i voi bon ho ma n6i, bon ho dang dénh Pai Te, dang danh thé dién hoang thét Hoat qudc, nhung Van thioh biét, Khuynh
Thé thich nhat dugc bat dom dom trong dem he, d6 vét nang quy trong nhat 1 cai trdm rach han lam, cau thuong néinhat la. . ...

“Vﬁ]’] II : 9
Nang ching qua chi 1 mt c6 gai nhu vay.

Du6i dai dan ching cao giong hoan ho, nguoi trén gia chi nhin phwong huéng khong 16 phia xa xa, cho dén lic nang khong con ngang dau lén dugc,
ciing khong n6i dugc ra tiéng, nhe nhang nhim n¥it, ning thor dai mot tiéng cudi cling*“Van Thinh. . ...

Hén ndi, hén s& luon che chd nang. ..

Nhung dén cudi cling, nang khong doi dugc.

Bidanh chét.......

Tinh khoi con 4c mng, dau Van Thinh ddy md hoi lanh, hin 6m tréi tim dang khong nglmg co rit, dau dén run riy cé ngwoi, & trén chién trudng bi
thurong nang cting chura bao gio t6 ra yéu dudi, nhung d6i mt van dyc cia Van Thinh Kic ndy lai mo ho. Khuynh Thé Khuynh Thé, nang that sy khicn
cho han doc hét ca doi ca kiep.

Ném trén grong mot ngay, ngay thir hai tinh than clia hénNIai cuyc tot, hin ndi mubn dén Ki Thién dai. Khong ai damcan hér], tam triéu nguyén Iao, ho
quoc Pai tudng quan, han 1én Ki Thién dai tya nhu ranh 161 tan bd bén dinh. Pay 1a noi lic trude han coi nhu dia phuong than thanh, khong theé xam
pham

Hin dimg gitta Ki Thién dai, nhin Ién troi cao, trong 18 t& Khuynh Thé ciing dtng & chd nay, bau troi ndy khong phai la bau trdi ngdty 4y, tAm trang trong
Jong nng It Ay, co phai ciing c6 miy phin gidng hin bay gi hay khong. Pau ciing bét dic di, yéu ma tiéc nudi

Héin khom nguoi cham ri nhin Ki Thién dai mot uot, rdi sau do ctii dau quy xudng, dap dau ba caiChiic cho xa tic trudng ton, mong cho qubc gia
troong an.” Gigng ndi ctia han suy yeu khan khan, tran ap xudng miét dat, that lau cling khong dung én.

Gi6 nhe thoi qua Ki Thién dai, thén thé Van Thinh run rdy tir tir dirmg Ién, héin ngiim nhin bon phia, mdt méanh trong khong. Van thinh cudi cuoi, cam thy
hom nay minh qua that gia nén ho d6 roi, lam nhu vay thi cé ich loi gi day, giong nhur ¢6 the goi hon Khuynh Thé trd ve.

Hin Fic déu, di xubng khoi Ki Thién dai, trén duong di hén di qua vi tri ma ndm d6 hén da dimg, hén dimg bude, lan gio 4m ap thdi qua sau lung, hén lo
dang quay dau, ¢6 & 1 do anh mt, hén nhin thiy Hoa L& tung bay day troi, cong chia Khuynh Thé méic by quin 4o mau d6 dimg gitta Ki Thién dai,
trong mét mang ba phan khiéu khich, ba phan thé lwong, con phén nhiéu 1 tinh y nhin hin,

Thoi gian phang phét quay trd vé méy chuc nidm trude, noi ndy van & t& troi ndm d6, quin virong cling trdm quan déu & day xem .

Con ngwoi hin hoi co lai, hén mic 4o gidp dac trung ctia phi cong chiia, hén chdm ri tién 1én, viron tay, quén di tit ca*Khuynh Thé, ta din nang di.”
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Anh miit lanh Iing ctia Cong chuia trong chdp mét kh& mém nhiin, ning ndng khée miéng, cong cong dodi miit:Pugc.”

HauKy
Ho qubc twéng quan Van Thinh qua doi.

Khanh Thoi ly hop b & dudi gbi Van Thmh, cn thin quan sat mGi nhin thdy bén hop b ¢6 khic tén clia mdt nguroi, nang ni non doc thanh tiéng, sau
d6 chot nhén ra. Nang lng king cai nit hop gd xoay ngudi ra cira, demndy cai hop ném vio bon lira khong 16 trong dinh vién.

D0 trong d6 i d6t cho Van Thinh ...
Sau khi cong chiia Pai Té — Khuynh Thé qua doi & Hoat qudc, ¢6 mdt nam nhén ciing khong séng nita. Hin ding ca doi minh twong nhd vé nang,
- Két thic -

*#% Néu tinh yéu ctia hai nguoi khong chi 1a nudi tiée, néu tinh yéu ctia ho duoc tron ven thi chura chic n6 da dep nhur thé. Khuynh Thé dang thuong,
nhung cling dang ngudng mj, vi da c6 mot nguoi dan ong yéu nang nhu vay, du tinh yéu 4y khong du dé hén vuot qua rao can vé than phan va ndi tur ti
trong 1ong, khong du dé hén c6 thé dong dac n6i oi yéu nang, hodc la hén d chon né qua sau, sdu nhu d6 dai ctia ndm thang, khong bao gio co thé phai
nhoa. Van Thinh ¢6 thé quén giong ndi clia nang, 6 thé quén gwong mit ciia nang, nhung hén chura tirg ngoi £0i tén nang moi dém, chura timg ngot suy
nghil vé nang, d&m chim trong nhitng ky trc tron In giita tuoi dep va dau thuong dy, tim kiém bong dang nang & tat ca moi thir xung quanh.

Mot cau chuyén khién minh phai chét loc tir nglr kha nhiéu de 10t ta, ma van cam thay chua du, chua hoan my. Thuong cho Khuynh Thé tha phuong ¢o
don, chét noi dit khéch qué ngudi i Iong van con hudng vé Pai Té, dén tan gidy cudi cling van con dau dau 6m bong hinh ctia ngudi con trai ay.
Thuong cho Van Thinh yéu nang mot do, lai chi boi vi khong du ding khi dé yéu nang mi nubi tiée tron kiép, chude minh bang nhing con mong say,
chdng choi vai thoi gian, tudi gid dé tim lai hinh béng ctia nang, thim chi mi quang dé méc minh bi du doc, chi vi nguoi d6 gidng nang, chi dé duoc gip
nang trong mo nhiéu hon mot cht.

Néu da yéu sdu ddm nhur vy, tai sao con dé ban than minh phai nubi tiéc?

M6t cau chuyén da dinh sin s& co mot két thic bubn ngay tir mo dau. Nhung ma cai budn Ay that i dep, sau khi doc xong, dong lai trong 1ong minh |
canh mdt troi hoa 1€ bay phap phoi, Van Thinh nam tay Khuynh Thé, dua nang vé& nha. Du cham tré, du chi I trong mong 4o, nhung tinh yéu ctia ning
danh cho hén, tinh yéu ctia héin danh cho nang, van luén & d6, chua timg thay doi, chi c6 diéuné qua mudn ming,

Vay nén, khi yéu, xin dimng bao gio dé ngudi ta yéu phai chor doi. .. ##*
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